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alone; but that it is now the metropolis and mart 6f thennited 
kingdoms of Great B.ritain and beland, of our immense colonies 
and territorial possessions in the Eaat Indies: that cOlllJnunica
tions with every part of which, by our improved roads, coaches, 
the impol·tant discovery of the agency of steam, and other 
means of IOCOlnotioll, are of ten times t4e ease and ~pi
dity t f former days; and, that vast as has been the increase of' 
buildings in and about the metropolis, the imp(}rtant fncts in 
political ceconomy are elicited, that neither is it at prescnt over
huilt, nor inhabitants wanting for the colonies of toWns that 
ure now surrounding the ancient capital of England i nor, what 
is yet of greater importance, has any part of the country, or 
any.provincial town 0)' city, suffered loss or decrease, by the 
gain and increase of Loudon. 

So steady has been the iucI'ense of ..London since the restora
tioll of the a11cient power of our killgs over every branch of the 
state, and the consequent expulsion of forei,gn powel' over our 
domestic policy, by the reformation, that )ts contemvlation is 
almost startling. So great has been the increase of knowledge, 
by that great diffuser of learning, which no longer debarred the 
people from instruction, nor made an exclusive caste of the 
prietsthood for the henefit of a foreign state, that no memprial 
of grutitnde we can ever raif\e, would be adequate to the debt 
we owe to our enlightened and enlightening forefathers, who were 
instrumental in this vital change in the poliey of our country. 

The growth of JJ01ll1on in the reign of James I. wo.spro
JiglOU3. Sir William Petty computes its population to Itava 
doubled itself every forty years, from the year 1600;, conse
quently, in 'lOBO it must have contained four times as many in
habitants as it possessed nt the beginning of the century. Al
though James endeavoured to drive . Ms opulent subjects from 
the metropolis to their country residlbces, f-ew of our mot\&.1)Chs 
had a greater number, or more sl~lendid 11alaccs, than the B\lC~ 
cessor of Elizabeth, whose Dl~tropolitan architectophobia4e 
seemed to inhedt with her crown. Not content with'ep~~ 
and exhorting his nobles and country magnateB.as J.;prd .. Bacon 
records, ill imitation of his predeeessoft l14t 111BO ill8w~~~.ral 
proclamations against the iQcrease of newb1li.}dingl in. '1.t:)ll~D 
and Westxninster; yet'l . at the same ti~, h~'Poth tn~in90~' 
sistency and the good. Oate to emplOf. J.,:,l~n~$,n9t\'fith, 
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standing' his staunch papism, to build for him hilil splendid 
palace of Whitehall; whose banqueting house and splendid 
ceiling, by Rubens, together with its entire, design, for 
the preservation and knowledge of which we are indebted to 
the patriotic liberality of the Earl of Burlington, attest the 
grand imagination, sound taste and liberality, of both the 
king and his architect. 

,Several edicts were, according to old Stowe, the historian, 
thus issued. One of them forbade aU manner of buildings 
within the city, and a circuit of one mile thereof. Among its 
enactments was the salutary one to a city built of timber; that 
henceforward aU new buildings should have their fore {i'onts 
built of stone or brick; and some offenders were censured in 
the stur chamber for offending against its regulations. 

From this period we may date the reformation of the archi
tecture of London, which is also much indebted to the genius 
and industry of Inigo JoneR, the king's chief architect. 

Of the principal reformers of taste among the learned 
and noble men of this period, the great LORD CHANclnI.oR 
BACON stands in the foremost rank; and his published opi
nions on architecture and gardening, are decisive proofli of the 
correctness of his taste. IIis Inaxim, tltat houses are built 10 

live in alld not to look on, should never be forgotten by the do
mestic architect; and his description of a palace, in opposition 
to .. uchhuge buildings as the Vatican, the Escurial, and some 
others,. whiph he pithily observes, have scarce a fair room in 
them, is characteristic of the best architectural style of this 
period, which INIGo JO~H;S, SIR HENRY WOTTON and him
self had so much improved. 

As;\\'epurpose taking £t' preliminary view of the new palace 
now building near Buckingham Gate, St. James's Park, pre
vious to its completion, for my hereafter full, true and particular 
account ofits glories i for I hold it a maxim religiously to be 
ObServed, that every architect has a right to exclaim to t.he 
premature critics, stay ,till it bejinished;-a short accQunt of this 
ele.gant minded man's idea for a palace may be a good pre
parative. 

He informs his readerS' (YOll will find the details in his ad
miraWe vQl.um.,e of essays), and his opinions carry woight with 
men of discernment,-that. they could hot have a perfect palace 
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except they had two several sides; one for the banquet, fe's
tivals and triumphs; and the other for the household .and for 
dwelliug. These sides he ordains should be not only returns, 
but parts of the front, and should be uniform without, though 
severally partitioned within; and to be on both sides of a great 
and stately tower in the midst of the front, that as it were 
joineth them together on either hand. He desires to have on 
the banqueting side, in front, only one goodly room ab{)ve 
stairs, of above forty feet in height, and under it a room for a 
dressing or prel)aring place in times of triumph. How far 
Inigo Jones followed this advice, may he seen in comparing it 
with his dcnign for the new palar.o at Whitehall, of which the 
present bTJ'ancl and imposing chapel was one of four such build
ings, and intended by the architect for the banqueting house. 

On the other side, which is the household or dwelling side, the 
noble and learned architeot would have it divided at the first 
into a han and chapel, with a partition between, both of good 
titate and ample dimensions. These apartments were not to go 
,all t1'le length, but to have at the further end a winter and sum
mer parlour; and under these rooms, a fair and large cellar sllnk 
under ground, and likewise some privy kitchens, with butterieR, 

, pantries and the like. As for the tower, be would have it of 
two stories, each eighteen feet high above the two wings, and 
handsome leads upon the top. balustraded, with statues inter
posed; and th~ same tower to be divided into roomsl1s shall 
be thought ·fit. The stairs, he directs, to be formed upon a fair 
open newel, and finely railed in with images of wood, cast into 
a brass colour, and a very fair landing place at the top. I 
give you nearly t~ learned chancellor's own words,t6r I am 
against modernising into fashionab'1e cant, the • nervolls and 
sinewy language of the time of Elizabeth, of Shab~re' and 
of Bacon; paI1:icularly of the philosophical architect hi~lf. 
whose sublime idea for a l'Oyal .. palace I I\.tQ. now repeatlng to 
you, borrowing, not stealing, from the richstorebouseofhis 
splendid imagination. 

His lordship Com.ma.ndB,~at by nomeaus should tbeservtmt&' 
dining rooms be in any; of tllese IoWtl~:1 s;ooms jfOJ" otherwi~~,he 
Bays, you will ha.ve the,;.i~rvants' diDneNaiter ·your own; for 
the steam of it wiHcome up as in a tum.eL And SO Illue'h 'for 
t~.e t,'iont; only he directs the beightof the first storYW be 
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sIxteen feet, the upper he had before ordered at about forty 
feet. ' 

Beyond this front he designed a fair court, but three sides of 
it were to be of a far lower building than the front; and in all 
the four corners of the court, handsome staircases cast into turrets 
on the outside, and not within the row of buildings themselves. 
But these towers were not to be of the height of the front, but 
rather proportionable to the lower building. He would not 
have this court paved all (lver, because it would strike up a 
great heat in summer; but only some side walks, with a cross, 
and the quarters laid with grass, kept shorn, but not too close. 
The row of return, on the banqueting side, was to be divided 
into stat.ely galleries, in which were to be three or five cupolas 
in the length of it, placed at equal distances, and embellished 
with fine coloured windows of several works. On the house
hold side, were to be chambers 'of presence and ordinary enter
tainment, with some bedchambers; and all three sides were to 
be formed' as a double house, without thorough lights on the 
sides, that there might be rooms from the sun both forel'looll 
and afternoon. He would have it so disposed, that there might 
be rooms both for summer and winter; shady for summer, and 
warm for winter. 

Instead of describing an ideal palaee, olle wonld almost think 
it was the philosophieal Pliny the younger, describing hi:.; Tus
culum .or Laurentinum to his friends. 

But ,to proceed with the Chancellor's royal palace: he cOJn

plains ·of some fair houses, that were so full of glass, that one 
cannot teU,.he says, where to go to be out of the sun or the oold. 
Bowed windows he held to be good, except f~ cities, in respect 
to theunifo1'1llity toward. the street; as being pretty retiring 
places for conference, and at the same time keeping off both 
the sun and the , wind; for that, he obsei'ves, which would 
strike almost through the room, doth searce pass the window. 
He would, however, oonfine them to few in number, not ex
oeeding four in the cour~, 00 "the sides only. 

Beyond this court, ~e would have an inner court of the same 
sq,uat:eand<height, whi~iw~~, be environed with a garden 
Oil. an "idesi; alid in the'iu.id'e cloistered or porticoed on aU 
8id.,;c~.'b.eautiful Q.ll.d weU-proportionedarches,as hi~h as 
thefist,Mory. On theunder8tory, townrrlsthe garden, it wall 
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to be turned to a grotto, or place of shade or estivation; and 
only have opening and windows towards the garden, and be 
leyel upon the floor, and no way sunk under ground, to avoid 
damps. He proposed also a fountain, or some fair composition 
of' statues, in the mid,st of this court, which was to be paved 
as the other court. These buildings were intended for privy 
lodgings on hoth sides, and the end for privy galleries; whereof 
one was to be for an infirmary on the second story, in case the 
prince, or any special person, should he 8ick; to have cham
bers, antichambers, bedchambers &c. joining to it. Upon the 
ground story he would have a fair gallery, upon columns, to 
take the prospect and enjoy the freshness of the garden. At 
both corners of the further side, hy way of return, he directs 
two delicate or rich eabinets to he f"fIned, daintily paved, richly 
hanged, glazed with crystalline glass, and a rich cupola in th{J 
midst, and all other clL-gancieSl that might be thought upon. 
In the upper gallery he wished there might be some fount.ains 
running in divers places from the wall, with other (;onvenicnciel5 
of that nature. 

And thus much, says our philosophical architectural theorist, 
for the model of the palace; save that there mlls-t be, before 
you come in the front, three courts, and a green court, plain, with 
a wall about it; a second court of the same, hut more embel
lished, with little turrets, or rather ornaments, upon the wall ; 
and a third eourt, to make a square with the front, hut not to 
be built, nor yet inclosed, with a naked waH; but enclosed 
with terraces, leaded aloft, and fairly garnished on the three 
side~, and cloi-stered on the inside with columns, and not with 
arches below. As for offices, he advises to let them stand at a 
distance,' witli some low galleries to pa~llfr()m them to the 
palace itself. 

So far does this "Columbus of the philosophical world" 
direct the architectul'al taste of his day; the fruita. of which 
were apparent, and coming to maturity, in the early part;o{ 
the reign of the unfortunate Charles. This ideal palace would 
be an excellent task to try the abilities of a young architect to 
design on. paper, and woul~~.e anedmii1\ble pliobationary 
,gold medal study for tbe .. Plorlfad~anced.8tudentil.of . our Royal 
Academy. Bacon lJll.8 not the only philosopher who consipered 
archi~ture as worthy the attention of all elevated mind. The 
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~8C,the enlightened Sir Henry WottOn, who acquired the 
SQ~ndest .elements of the art in the school of Palladio, at Ve
lI~ce,(wbere the only practical English architect of the day, 
tIieelegant and accomplished Inigo Jones was then a resident,) 
also imbibed the purest streams of art, entered still more 
deeply into its theory, and gave the world his admirable" Ele
ments of Architecture;" an art whioh, he says, requires no l'e
commendation where there are noble men or noble minds, He 
modestly admits that be ,is but a gatherer and dispoRer of other 
men's stuff; he · yet gives to the world the soundest doctrines 
of practice, andthcpure8~of taste. 

Inigo Jones wasthtq~reat practical architect of this brilliant 
period of our history; the Lord Chancellor . Bacon, the philo.: 
ttophical director of the .public taste; Sir Henry W OUOIl, tlw 
learned theorist; and king James, with his son and their en
lightened and brilliant courts, the truly royal and noble patrons 
of a!'chitecture and the rest of the fine arts, These eminent 
ardlitec.tur.ll master~ acknowledged Vitruvius for their principal 
legislator, and estimated the learned labours of Palladio at their . 
due value. "When monarchs, like James and Charles, patronize 
architecture; when statesmen, like Buckingham, Richlieu and 
Coibert; when magnates, like Pembroke and Bedford, oncou
fllge its productions from love (If its beauties, from principle, 
and from a studiolls conviction of its importance; when legis
lators at;tdphilosophers like Bacon, ambassadors like Wotton, 
and.,:rchiteot~ like Jones, study, practice and write upon it and 
itspl'illciples,-the art is both. ennobled and ennobles, and it. 
m~8tt10~rish abundantly. Jones and Wren, two of the g:reatest 
~~iri ,Englis~ ' : art, loved a.rchitecture as an art, practised it 

. a{ (/p"o/eBsion,J;~~' despised it as a ,trade. .. Wlten architecture" 
is $9 'pat'ronized; ,,10 studied, and so practised, it willrise tO,a 
l~velwith the best days ' of Greece and Rome; but not till 
,(liep.: ' .. I~ willb,ein va~n that details are only sought for f1'00l 

. bQ9u, U:nless ., tne . sp'irit and the mind of the great geniuse,' 
:.t:',:antj:q.i~yanimate'~he artist, Vain will it be, if he should 

I LiIMI afW liDe, with painful ~tiencetracr 
''l'~I~e\ll'. tb.~t AIAMi<sn gr~ee 
~'Qre otJII*ttI.;ir, .!entof lOul, 

'~'i.daa~. Wol'kllll\D {ail to. warm tIM! wholt. 
,,, ' .. :':.' .... ,.,,'" " 
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'What a community of master-minds were cotemporaneous i~ 
the period upon which I have just been dilating lPatel1CWllS 
observes, with much judgment, that great mellgene.ral1y 
are cotemporaries. The ,spark ~ven by oile, is caught by the 
ot.hers, and poets, painters, architects and philosophers, ate 
elicited into one bright blaze of eo temporary and imiversal in
tellect. 

Now' let us .continue our peregrinations, and examine that 
circlliarbuilding of the Corinthian order, which I before noted, 
a'S fanning so excellent a foreground piece to the view of St. 
George's Chapel. See the prillt l?f St. Geo1'ge'.~ Chapel, Regent 
Street, and that of part f!/ the east side <!/ Regent Slt'eet. It 
stand" at the ~outh~west angle of' Argyltt Place, and brcaks,by 
its agreeable circular fornI, the mOllptony of perpetually re
eurring salient angles at the corners of the streets which inter
l:Iect the main body of Reg(mt Street. Its rotWldconvex form, 
also contrasts, ill a very picturesque andsatisfactQry manner, 
with the rotund concave forms of the four .comers of the inter
section of Oxford Street and Regent Street, and shews the 
fecundity of the artist's mind who has produced so much va
riety in similar situations. The main feature of the building is 
a peristyle of coupled columns of the Corinthian order, raised 
on Rstylobate, and surmounted upon a basement of piers and 
camber arches, which form the windows and door of thcgrOUIld 
floor, or shop story. The columns are covered by .R prQ.pet 'en
tablature of the order, of rather II: feeble character, with a 
blocking course, piers, and balustrades over the intercohnnnia
tlous. Between the columns are the lofty window8of the one 
pail'fl6ol', or principal story, nnd behilld the balustradeis,.ule-
vated awell p~rtioned attic story, with wioooWB 'Over those 
below. This storyis crowned by ~ circula.runbmkeb.'eol'llice 
and scamilli, )Vhich are covered with a hemispherical c'Upol."tW 
way of l'oof~ . . . . 

The design of this building, whether regarded as aportion;QI 
the entil'e arrongementof the. ar(lhitectureot' .the~~~:"" 
dependently of it. deserves approbation ; since it. diB~la,yi,~tiIity 
as a commercial huildinlt. With beanty as .AA .... Qhi:teeturalcolll
position. 

'A slight turn from.~e'C6b.tinuity of t~i;.e~t';\l>~gs uata 
a row of handsome shop . buildings, ~hiclli(.r~ehli.\!ft()M the~ 
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eular· bUIlding ou the north to the corner of Ule next street 
$outh ward ly. This is as picturesque a range of buildings as 
any between Portland I)lace and Pall Mall, and exhibits the 
peculiar talent of its architect in a striking manner. The shop, 
or ground story, forms one straight continuous line, of a simple 
unbroken entablature f1'01I1 ena to end, covering with its broad 
frieze the upper parts of the windows. The epifiltylia of the 
centre buildingsllre supported by antru or pilasters, and of the 
wings by stylagalmatie termini of female heach. The sho!, 
windows and door~l intervenE., and with a well-proportion~d ba
lustrade elevated on a blocking course above the cornice, com
plete the composition; which forms an appropriate, useful and 
handsome basement for the architectural elevation of till' 
dwelling part of the hou~es. 

The superior elevation consists of five parts, namely, it 

centre, two wings, and two receding parts of the main body of 
the composition. The lattel' part consists but of two storie;; 
above the shop entablature, whilst the centre and the two wingl'i 
havethree i ; and project boldly before the main body of' the 
buildiJig :-indeed sufficiently !l0, 38 you may perceive by 
turning a little this way, to hold windows for the centre house, 
andrsturns of the panels in flanks for the wings, which pro
duce a good efiect in the returns, and 8how a ';!omposition in 
perspective. See the print of llart '!f the east side I!f Regeni 
Street, with a view of All Soul's Church in the distance. 

r have before mentioned this mode of architectural composi
tion, when w,e were examining the villa of Sir .lames Langham, 
in ~ghamPlace, and endeav9ured to show its superiority ov.er 
the geom,tricalboard and square elevations of the carpenter'f; 
dtfl,~ing schools, which omit all conllideratio~ of the, flank ill 
their Jriode,.ofcoIllPQSitiol'l .. 

The ~ent~ building of this pleasing structure, to which I 
cra'Ve leave to call your particular attention, as comprising all 
merits and many of the defects of the school of the able ar
~itectwho designed it, is composed of' an inverted tetrastyle 
·pQrti90Qfthe Ionlcorder, inclosed between large panelled piers 
li'hicls.w.pport,\Vitllthe columns, the entablature. The wing~ 
areBiJnn~r, except that they are npt so wid-e, and the porticoes 
b ... ~'\)ut,\two~011UJl,lUl inCluded in the opening!> between the 
p~~.,,;,i ;·'tit~~ain receding building has 110 colulnns, but the 
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cornice of the" wings and centre is carried througn without any 
break, except at the angles of the building. 

In the intercolumniations arc two stories of windows, . the 
upper tier of which rests upon a string which is carried through 
the whole elevation, and forms a connllcting tie, as well as an 
ltppropriate. division of the stories. The lower tier of win-. 
dows it! the nlain receding building, is composed of six wide 
and handsome. Palladian windows, with pediments; and the 
upper tier has dressings of architrave and cornice round each 
wind~w. This portion of the elevation is finished with a lofty 
blocking course over the cornice, which elevates and serveilllS 
a. base f~r a handsome balustrade that crowns the whole, and 
forms a light fIl)rl handsome finish to the 1'00fs. 

The centre and wings have long attic ,windows oVer the whole 
openings, formed by the piers beneat.h. them, and. a sort of 
grotesque antal-baluster supports the upper part. Itssqual'e 
pands formed of square sinkings in the stucco, serve as em~ 
belli8hmenta to the piers both in face and in flank, over the long 
panels with Grecian angular frets' in the corners of the prin
cipal story. These are surmoun~ed at a proper height by a 
smull sub--comice and blocking course, with immense ill-pro
portioned semicircular. acroteria, ornamented with caricatures of 
the Greek honeysuckle, which I heartily wish theprst bric:,. 
layer's labourer w~may be employed next winter to throw the 
snow out of the gutters, wonld. have the good .taswtopitch 
over with. the 1'(::st of the rubbish, to Macadam~e.,the stTc.et 
with. 

/Fbus much for the elevatioll. which, IlO a whole, shows a 
mi~~alive to picturesque cO~lposition, to light a,n4 ~h,f!.d~ 
to agreeabJe form, to prOpohion. and to Illost oftbe loftier£~
tll;res of architectur~lconw0lSi.tion; ~ut.)n:"theJai,norp~es.of' 
detail, in which our inastera, the G~ks, so en:ti~eptly ex~fl\l 
all that. preceded 01' succeeded them, an eye,either~l<t~;~ 
bea¥<ty orc~ntemptuou8 of its C,hItI'UlS. The lonic. 'or4~(QftB! 
principal stories is robbed 0f its frie~e, .l¥1d tber~ i~ 
height. 'r~is grammatical error gives thehuit~illg,t~~P.~ . 
anceof bemg constructed lilr:e BOll1eof~ CA~').n:~~4 

Rome., With. th. ~ ~l.'WD. IlB. Q.).ft~ ~r. ,p.r.e. de .... ~ ........•.......... '.r..~;.;.~ .•. $.; .... • .. '.h. ....... i~ .. h.'" .. · .. ~.e ..• ~rlg .... . 
~oolofty~oadmlt of a.~l'feaentab~~~:;~<~~~fore~~~ 
h''''7e,1m mtegral part'OL.every order; lS ;6'lmtt.eti:,hv.iVlrtU6yf 
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di.at law, "compulsion," which' even Falstaff hllllself would 
not submit to. 

Again, the cornice of the Attic order ill too small and trivial 
for its place, and the moulded semi-Gloucester cheeses on the 
blocking COurRC most outrageously too lnrgt" The stylagalmatie 
termini, which support the shop cornice, are any thing' but in 
good ta<;tc; and yet the whole, not bemuse, hut ill spt'te of 
these ~dcficiencies in taste and selection of detail, presents a bold 
and highly picturesque composition. The depth of the l'ece.Ping 
parts bet.ween the centre and the wings, is productive of great 
variety of light and shade, and the entire design forms a 
plea8ing composit.ion, of which the combination discovers both 
judgment a.nd Rkill, with,,! "ery considerable t-ihare of nO\'elty. 

An mniahlc friend of mine, who, a few years since, occasion
ally aided me with his friendly pen in " the Awwls cd' the Fine 
Arts,"* has some opinions HO completely in accordance with my 
own views OIl this head, that I cannot resiBt the ,pleasure of 
calling in his aid. "Work~ of a.rchitect.ure," says my friend, 
" are not to bc judged by precisely the same rules by which we 
appreciate the productions of thc poet, the painter and the 
sculptor. These, indeed, rcquire no external assistance inordel' 
1.0 enable them to embody the l:olJ(:eptiolls of their mind<l. 
With the architect. it is difierent; he is dependant upon cir
cumstances, over which he possesses but smull control; and ill 
perpetually subjected to restraint arising from the caprice and in
terference of others. To thcse causes, in conjunction with othcl'l; 
of a pecuniary nuture, is to he attributed the vast di!proportion, 
both as to numher and excellence; between building!; which have 
been executed and those which have been merely projected." 

In' estimating the merits of a piece ,~f architecture, the true, 
question is. Ha.~ the artist availed himself to the fullest extent' 
of all:the capabilities of his plan? Has he effected as much as 
it was possible to accomplish in the allowed extent? Has he ob
viated the ,peculiar di$culties with which he has had to con
tend? After mature examination, and in Rpite of tbe prejudices 
whiebmy Ilnboitn'ded admiration of the beauties of the Greek 
scboolmay have fastened upon my, mind, I have often been led 
toadmire,'lot only th,e skill by which the Arcltitect if Rege71l 

Yol. .. , p. 512 
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Street (and that is a title that will always distinguish and 
honour his name), has surmounted many obstacles, but alaothe 
happy contrivances by which inefiecting these he has elicited 
positive beauties. 

The street that we are now surveying is replete with B~h 
qualities; and when it was commenced, I took the opportunity 
afforded me by my situation as Lecturer on Architecture at th(~ 
Surrey and Russell Institutionto, where criticisms on the building!: 
of t4e day were required of me, to state publicly, that" the 
new street now in formation from Pall Mall to Portland Place 
is a great and useful undertaking; possessing as a whole a 
gmnd ant! commanding eharactcr, with more architectural fea
t.ures and valicty than any large work that we have seen siDce 
the rebuilding of London after the great fire. Yet it has many 
blemishes ;". I thought 80 t~n, and the many and very parti
cular examinations that I have given of its various building~ 
from then till now,COnfil'1ll me in this opinion; and to borrow an 
apology ftom my before.-q uolled friend of" the Annals" iu tile same 
a.rticle, if I have at times presumptuously ventured to cavil at 
slight imperfections, it is. not because I consider them sufficient 
to detract from the obvious and aggregate excellences of the 
design; but because I am of opinion that the criticism which 
would really instruct, ought to discuss candidly both . defects 
and beauties; and not. actuated by sinister motives either invi
diously dil!lparage, or puffinglyextol. Above. all, itia my object 
to avoid that nauseating sycophancy, which is generally found 
.~ characterize the labours o~> those ciceroncs who, profeuillg to 
furnish the stranger with a guide, too often misleadthejudg
ment. Men, who hardly dare to" hint a fault~ or hesitate dia
like," and thoit' unqualified'commendations, mys my frien<l;.are 
not likely to a.'>sist inarrilVing at the ninth beatitude, 'f Blessed 
are they who expect nothing, for they shall not . bedi$i.p
pointed." 

'Therefore, as I before hinted, with ,all these merits, leonJi4er 
Regent Street to possel!8many . blemishefl ;fiI9me of the ··ucfJi
tectural specimens being in a taste a~lu"y: barbas.'ouS,and 
mixed. with. ~erseq~a11y ~yre and ~ed.·· .' Its, maaaes, ~E!a.t 
parts and dlvlSlona, are grana and .etfecti,l'.'; and 1.tI'breab'. 

I,ecturel on Architecture; by J. Blmea; p. 408; 
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general outline productive of an agreeable variety of light and 
shade,:whilst at the same time it is entirely free from that dull 
monotony of elevation which is so wearisome in many of our 
Ilew streets. It is . also, I there said, the finest work now in 
progress, and has given an architectural feature to the metro
polis, that was so much wanted as a relief from the eternal 
two willdows iron railing and a door ,-two windows if'Oll railing 
alld a door,-of the (then) new streets and squares of St. Mary
Ie-bone. 

Until this great undert.aking, our architecture seemed selfish 
and internal. Windows undecorated externally, and made 
solely to give light and air to the interior; and doors placed in 
iiCjuare brick holes, whose only service seemed to be to excludt' 
strangers, were the pre"alent features of modern English do
mestic buildings; whereas architecture, on the contrary, should 
exhibit the taste and wealth of the master of the mansioll, by 
its exterior to the observing stranger; as well as contribute. t~ 
the internal comfort and splendour of the family and its imme
diate frietlds. 

All the buildings in this street are not, however, designed by 
Mr. Nash, who is entitled to the honour of being its first pro
jectOl', its indefatigable continucragainst obstacles almost insur
mountable, and its successful completer against numerous pro
phecies of its failure and ruin. The row below that which Wt~ 
have just been examining, belongs to the eminent wine merchant, 
Mr. Carbonel, who figures in the history of Briusley Sheridan. 
It was designed by Mr. Robert Abraham, who is also the ar
chitect of the County Fire Office; but he must give way for 
the present to Mr. Soane, the classical professor of architecture 
in the Royal Academy, who desigried that long and lofty row 
of buildings on the opposite side of the way. 

How thronged the street is! we must wait till this regi
ment of Life Guards, and this, almost army of carriages, horse
men and foot passengerS have passed, before we can catch a 
giimpse at it. Who, judging by this never ending throng, 
which, uamoving mass, reaches from Hyde Park Corner to 
Wt$eeba.pel Church, can think London too large for its wants; 
altJlbUgh its amazing e~largement on eve1'Y side is almost a 
miracle. If honest Tom Freeman, the Glotlcestershire man, 
who published, in a collection of epigrams, in 1614, one called 



116 METROPOLITAN IMPROVEMENTS. 

"London's Progresse," were permitted to have a day or two to 
witness its progress in 1827, he would have far' more reason to 
exclaim now than in his day, 

'" Why, how Dowe, Daben, whether wilt thon build' 
J Be" old HolhorD., Churing Cm •• e, the Strand, 
Ar. g<>ing t<> St. Gil".'. in the (i~l,l. 
St. Knteme .h. take" W.ppin~ by the hand, 
And Hog.don will to Hygllte ~re't be long. 
London i8 got a great WRy frolll the streame, 
1 thinke she meant to go to Ioliogton, 
To eal~ II di.h of strawberries Rnd creame. 
'fhe ciUy's sure in progte •• e ( Nurmi.e, 
Or going to revell it in 80llle disorder 
Without the wall., without tho liberties, 
'Vhere stu; nc:rJc ff"tll"e, nor mayor, nor recordel. 
W.'U, ".Y she do, 'twere preHy, yet 'ti. pitty, 
A ~fid.lle.eJ. bail in Rhould arre.t UfJ (litty." 

St. Katherine, however she Jnay once have take11 Wapping 
by the hand, has 110W left her dinb"Y spouse, and taken refuge 
l\I~der the IJrotection of the more fashionable and better drcsfilcd 
Regent's Park; buying her liberty by largesses of docks and 
warehouses to her mereenal'Y old 'yoke-fellow of Wapping old 
stairs. 

A", we cannot yet obtain a favourable view of Mr. Soane's 
structure, let me call your attention to that well-proportioned 
arched gateway in the Italian style of architecture, with a 
window and cornice over it. It is the new e11tl'anCe front '$() 

Archbishop 'l'ennison's chapel, built i11;)823, after the designs 
of Mr. C. R. Cockerell, the architect of St. George's Chapel 
in the upper part of this street, that we examined a short time 
since. 

The front next Regent Street consists of a Wide and lofty 
areh, with channelled rusticated piers and voussoirs. Over thli! 
key stone is a string course of solid masonry, a dressed window, 
and a cornice and blocking course by way of ftnish. The 
arched gateway leads to the vestibule of the chapel," which 
spreads behind the houses ill the ,street.' There is not, ill the 
whole; street a. design' more chaste in decoration, more " hartDoru.. 
ous in proportion, or morei'Judicious in appropriation." ~pli;.. 
city, and consequentlyrxWideat dignity,idiatinguishth-ifi ha.r-

, monious elevation, which possesses, notwitbstandingits D,I!JTQW 

limits, a ,general symmetq' and proportiQD., ... d~ightfu. to, the 
eye as.it is creditable to the taste of itaau~or. 
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Now that tl)e cloud of human beings, horscs, carriages and 
the dust of Mr. Loudon M'Adam has somewhat dispersed, and 
permits us to have a glimpse at Mr. Soanc's 1'OW of buildings, 
let us walk on and consider it in flank from the north, in front, 
and again from the south. There are many reasons for thi~ 
peculiar consideration of this very original and singular com
position. First, because the tasteful architect of the pile is 
accused of having attempted in it what he himself calls" the 
philosopher's stone of architecture," a ne'w order: next, because 
IlC was ridiculous enough to su~er himself to be persuaded, 
while suffering under I:, painful disease of the eyes, to bring an 
action against the critic for thus libelling him: and also, because 
he has in one or two instances deviated from those sound rule!>; 
of Grecian architecture, which are not. too light.ly to be sacrificed, 
Ol' deviated from, only by a great mastel', who is thoroughly 
conversant in the nature of all the combinations of his art. 

Mr. Soane, 1 consider to he such a master, and therefore, 
has by prescript.ion, a right to make such deviations and to 
take such liberties, as long as he ket~ps within the bounds of 
good tUilte, and runs not into a capricious riot of doubtful 
vagaries. 

Let us take a stand in this quiet angle, and survey his C9m
position, one of the largest. examples of domestic architecture, 
except perhaps his Bank Buildings in Lothbury, that he has ex
ecuted; and as he is o~e of the master-spirits of his art in our 
days, an investigation of such a design from the hand of such 
an artist cannot be a loss of time. 

First, Mr. Soane was oflcnded"ftt the critic, for accusing him 
of the crime of endeavouring to invent a new order of arolli
tecture, although he has introduced a novel description of co
lumns as supporters to bill balconies, which we will examine in 
detail presently, when we cross the street. 

On this subject, I remember hearing Mr. Soane declaim in 
the Royal Academy to us of his students ill the spring course 
of lectures in 1819, when he said, that the ignis fatuus of phi
losophy,. the search after the philosopher's stone, occupied the 
It.ttenti.en' and bewlldered the mind~ of the learned for ages; 

!!'tnm mauli.Sd'ipt notes taken by me in February 1819, aDd rt!ported ill the 
A :lOala of tb. Fine Aria, YO!. 4, p. 289. 

2 K 
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and some followers of architecture have also wanuered out of 
their paths in the endeavour to discover or invent a new order, 
tlte philosopher's stone of architecture. The architects of Italy 
In the fifteenth and sixt.eenth centuries made many attempts of 
this kind, and in the reign of Louis XIV. the fancy extended 
to France. Would it had stopped there; but unfortunately the 
mania attacked this country also, al~,d various futile attempts 
were made in this way. In France a sixth order, absolutely 
new in all its parts, mouldings and ornaments, was reported to 
have been invented,. by Pierre de la Roche. In the reign of 
our Edward III. his son, the black prinee, ill consequence of 
his victory over the French at the battle of Cressy, adopted the 
crest of ostrich teathers worn hy t.he king of Bohemia, who 
was killed in that battle, and it hus -been retained by all suc
,feeding princes of Wales. With this beautiful badge, says 
Mons. de 1a Roche, I adorn the eapital of Illy new order, and 
from the beauteous and graceful delicacy of the nodding 
plumes, from their enlar!1,'ed size and hold project.ions, they 
must, when thus applied, rank far above the Corinthian order! 
Weare further told, that this order was absolutely new in all 
it~ parts, and that. it murst eventually and infallibly supersede 
th~"CorinthiaIl, as it only required the sanction of antiquity U) 

make it general,ly adopted; and, says Pierre de Ia Roche, wheu 
" my ol'dcr" shall be hereafter found aIllong the ruins of palaces 
and cities, the effects of 'Cotemporary jealousy having suhsided, 
then will posterity give the honour due to my invention !How 
far the inventor's anticipat.ed idea of the opinions of post.erity 
upon the design may he juAtified, said our able professor, I 
k~ow not, for as yet this new order has never been executed in 
lmy single instance. 

Other architects, besides t.he one that Mr. SOMe has cited, 
have tried their hands upon a new order. In Sir William 
Ohambers' valuable treatise on civil architecture; there are no 
less than six. One of Flora composed of leaves and tendrils, 
which is but a species of the genus Corinthian, although Sir 
William terms it Composite. A second of Mars, comWsed of 
Amazons, with curved drapme'S over their elbows, ~~Potii'Rg 

. the abacus at the angles for the volutes anqcaulicolre, an ar
morial trophy with shields, and an empty helmet for the rase 
ill t4~centre. A third of Apollo, withaBplliinx at every eomer, 
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peeping out over the second tier ')f Corinthian leaves, under 
the pent house of the abacus. A fourth, which he calls the 
Prench order, composed of palms for the volutes, a cock for the 
central flower, and tasteless lyres between the palm branches, 
which serve as stems to thecaulicolm. A fifth of Venus, the 
lower part of which, the abacus and central volut.ei, are strictly 
Corinthian, whilst the caulicolm and angular volutes are formed 
of dolphin's tails, the heads of these loving fish nearly meeting 
under an escallop shell, which supports the central volutes. 
And the sixth is of Mars, which resemhles that of his paramour 
in the lower half, but has ram's heads and horns in the upper, 
which, by the way, would be a more characteristic appendage to 
the capital of the injured spouse of the goddess. 

Yet of this attempt to make a new order, Sir William says, 
" the ingenuity of man has, hitherto, not been able to product; 
a.sixth ordel', though large premiums have been offered, and 
numerous attempts have been made, by men of first rate talents, 
to accomplish it. Such is the fettered human imagination, 
such the scanty stores of its ideas, that Doric, Ionie and 
Corinthian, have ever floated uppermost; and all that has ever 
been produced, amounts to nothing more than different arrange
ments and combinations of their parts, with some trifling d~vi
ations scarcely deserving notice; the whole generally tending 
more to diminish than to increase the beauty of the ancient 
orders." 

Sebastian Ie Clerc, a French artist of Rome ability, who wrote 
IUl:ci published a treatise on architecture, that was translated 
into English by Chambers in 1732, and is much cited by him 
ill his own larger work, has also given two new orders. O~e 
he names Ote Spanish (YTder,and pronounces it to be more ele'.. 
gant than the Roman or Composite, bo.th in the whole and in 
its parts. The leaves are plain, such as are often called water
leaves, with grenate stalks rising among them. The horns of 
the abacus are supported by small volute!>, and the centre is 
decorated with a lion's head instead of a rose, whiyh noble ani
..w, . the author says, he lleed not mention, is the symbol of 
Spa.tl).; and that it expresses the strength and gravity as well 
a&theprudenc.e of the people of that nation. He also gives a 

p. 153 of Owilt's (that is tbebflBt moder.n \ editioll of 18!14. 
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second design for a Spanish order, and leaves the architect at 
liberty to choose which of them he likes best, flattering himself 
that either the one or the other will do very well, if executed 
by a good sculptor. Further, in the frieze, he says, over this 
capital may be added a terrestrial globe with cornucopias, 
palms and laurels, which are significant ornaments, he observes, 
fllat explain themselves. To the globe in the frieze, he has ap
pended the herald ric ornament. of the knightly collar of the 
golden fleece which hangs down on to the architrave. The other 
he calls t!le F~enc,."r~er, which he conceives, to poss,ess as g~eat 
n share of dehcacy, nchness and beauty as IS practlca.ble WIth
out running into excess. The ornaments of the capitalll.r~ three 
fleurs de lis Oil each Side, with pnlms, and the badge of France, 
a cock; arms underneath, and a l~re in the shade of the 
palms une.er each horn of the abacus, which are so many sym
bolical ornaments, he adds, that persons of understanding wlll 
conceive wit.hout any difficulty. Crowns are introduced as or
naments in the frieze, and a sun shining in the midell<.'; whence 
it will be easily apprehended, he says, "that this order is conse
crated TO THE GLORY OF THE GRAND MONARQUE." Cock a 
doodle doo! "This order," he exultingly exclaims, II will have the 
noblest, the most beautiful, and agreeable effect· imaginable: 
I have made," he continues, clapping his wings, "a little model 
of it in rilievo, which I never see without pleasure." 

Although Sir William Chambers translated this balderdash 
in 17:32, yet when he published his own. Ip.atured treatise in 
1759, in animadverting upon such vagaries, he says," the sub
stitution of cocks, owls, or lion's heads &c. for roses; of tro
phies, curnucopias, lilies, sphinxes, or even men, women and 
children for volutes; the introduction of fea.thers, lyres, flower
de~luces, or coronets for leaves; are more alterations than im
prOVemp.llts; and the suspension of flowers, or collars of knight
hood, over the other enrichments of a capital, like 'lace on 
embroidery, rather tends to complicate and confuse the form, 
than to augment its grace, or contribute to its excellence." 

You may remember, iliat I have more th1Ul once dur,ingonr 
survey. spoken of the propensity of .some of thelU'i'hiteeta of 
this street and neighbourhood to despoil $e'brders"of distinc
tive parts, such as the omission of friezes, or~hitrave8, and 
sometimes both, and other similarviolauoos of propriety. Of 
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this practice, Sir William says with the greatest tl1lth, that " the suppres
sion of parts of the ancient orders, with a view to producp nll\·,'lty, has 
of late years" (~lle would think that ille worthy knight of the Polar star 
Was peeping down upon some of our new mansions and palaces), "heen 
pra.Cti~ed aUl~mg us wi~b full 111:\ little success. And though it is not wished 
to restrain sallies of imagination, nor to discourage genius fi'om attempting 
to invent; yet it is apprchended, illat attempts to alter tlie pritltary./'(J1'Jns 
imJonted by the ancients, and e8tabh~'ted by tlte CIIIICUrl'ill,ll approbation 
qf "'!a1ZY ages, must ovcr be attended with dangerous consequences, must 
always he difficult, and seldom, if ever, 8ucccssfill. It is like coining 
words, which, whatever may be their value, arc at. first but. ill recoin'd, aud 
must have the sanction of time to ReCllTe them a current reel~ption." 

As we have now taken a general view of the origin and )JrO!,I'fI'SS of 
the Metropolitan ImproveU1ent~, let us Pl'o(''''Co'f to a brief view of SUdl 

subjects that we have hitherto passed ovcr, which are of sufficient im
portance'1:.o require our investigation and the pencil of our artist. 

We will there/lIre proceed .. tf! Pall Mall, and take a Vlew northwards 
up the street, which is approached, from the llt~W ol)cnillg into the 
Paxk, by 

WATERLOO PI,ACE. 

This grand opening is formed by the removal of !'!undry old di!'!lllal 
looking houses on the north side of Pall Mall, opposite the late Carltoll 
house; and comusts of two sides of a large square, or piazza, open to 
PaUMall, and the llew opening into St. James's Park. The third or nortl) 
side is perforated ill tIle centre lly Regent Street, to whic1i lfTaterloo Place 
i(lrmS a capacious openiIlg, like that of a fine estuaxy opening from the sea, 
and fonning the lllOUth of a bl'feat ri,'er. 

'!'he east and west sides of Waterloo Place, are I:limilar in design and 
elevation. They consist of a centre funned by an Jonie portico raised OIl 

a ba.sement which fonns ilw entrance story, and two flanks of Ionic pilas
ters corresponding with the colunlllR, and raised on a similar basemcut. 
On the top of the entablature is raised an attie order, perforated by the 
~indowsof the upper .story. 

The north side is SiIllilax in height, and consists of an Ionic tetrastyl(' 
port~Of projecting:&om the plain flanks of the first row of buildings up 
Regent Sweet. Theflle porticoes are crowned by a blocking course and 
hal_aIles between solid pedestals over each colunm. The ground story 
of ~. pavilion-likebuildingll·are perforated by three windows, under the 
ill~l~t.ions()f the orderahove .it, decoratxld with architral'es to tl1(· 
sid~Ii,.4tlJ)tablatures over the lintels. 
~ lfue,QfJhe principal story, isbere well mlUbd by a broad and very 

2L 
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effective string course, on which the order of architecture that gh'68Cha
raeter to the desih'11, and which embraces the entire · height of the prin
cipal and two pair stories, is elevated. The upper stori~s of this edifice 
are in the roof, and lighted by the balusters. 

The principal story has semicircular headed windows, wi~ archivohs 
springing from moulded imposts, and the chamber story hall plain square 
windows without decora.tions. 

The sides, or rather the principal fronts of these pavilions next. Regent 
Street (;orrespond in elevatioll, except that the pf(~jecting portic()e~ have a 
greater number of columns, and the receding sides are perforated by win
dows, which are necessary in this instance for the interior use. 

Waterloo Place, and this portion of Regent StrCt"t, wbic.h is imme
diately attached to it, embrace all the beauties and all tllC defocts of Mr. 
Nash, theil' ingtmious ar&itect's style. Grand and effective as awh()le, 
rich ill composition lUll! mind, but sadly defective in elegance and COTr/Jct

ness of detail. 1l is .1 reflllillcJ Italian, uut still ht!low Grecian ~urity. 
HefiJl't! we leave this spot, let us tum rOlmd, and take a farewelllcR\'(' 

of the l'emaitls of Carlton House, which once' fonned the southemtermi
natioll of this magnificent f:!trcet, Sac plate of Regc'"t Bt1'eet, from tlu: 
Ci'rc'us, Piccadilly, When Carlton House, or Palace, stood .. on thl' 
southern side of Pall Mall, with the hefore mentioned ordinary dismal 
looking dwelling houses only itt iront of it, it..'S t.hon splendid portico awl 
beautiful wings looked of sufficient importance; hut when these hous~1' 
wcre pulled down and the loftier houses of Walerloo PJace l~rccted, and 
tllC rising ground of Regcnt Street opened, so that we looked down upon 
and suw the majestic towers of' Wesuninster rising above it, it assumed 
a mean and low appearance. Its removal therefore is by no means to b(> 
regretted, and the fine opening tllat is made in its st.ead, is one of · tlw 
greatest improvements itl this spot of almost magicaltransfonnations, 

We will now take a cur.wry view of 

YORK HOUSE, ST. JA~fES'S PARK, 

huilt tilr his Royal Highness the late Duke of York, &ndpurc}lased of his 
executol'8 by the Marques80f Stafford. 

This splendid palace is quadrangular . and insulatod,pr.esentUtg, iour 
IU'chitectural elevatioM of great beauty and grandeur. 

Its princ~pal front, which bas a pro.jl~Ctingporti.co for ·earriagea t,o .driVt, 
WIder, is to the north, next Cleveland PlacE!; the 1tm 'in~M deco
ratiOll faces tbeeast, and is entenMi·from the . stable <~" :ojJpOBi1lethe 88\\' 
palace of hill Royal Higlme&S theDu.ke of OlareDCe; ;,:1Be.'pa:dcfl'ODt. iBto 
the south, andovCl'look8St.1~·il Park $Ad i~>'CiJWJlpri_t} ___ :and 
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thewestcm front faces the Green Park and His M"jesty's new palace, 
now building on the site of Buckingham House. 

This beaut.i\ul mansion, which is hereafter to be the residcllce of that 
munificent patron of the fino arts and arti;;ti;, of his native country, the 
Marquess ,of Stafford, is designed by the brothers Benjamin and Philip 
Wyatt, Esqs:, sons of the late J ames Wyatt, and is wortllY of tlle namc. 

The character of the building is palatial tUld splendid; it is COIll

posed of hexll8tyle porticoes of the Corinthiau order, which occupy tIll' 

height of the principal story, raised on pierR tUld the' openings betweell 
them covered with semicircular arc1Jes. On the roof is Ii raiscd story 
wMch lights .8. spacious picture gallery. T1Je house stands in it<! own 
grounds, which form a beautiful horticultural accessory to tIle archi
tecture. 

The Hext recent great :mpro"clllcnt is 

THE NEW OPENING TO ST. M"ltTJN'S CHURCH, 

. 
the best view of which is fi-om Pall Malt Balli. 

The want of this opening was complaincd of so long ago as in 1734, by 
Ralph, an architectural critic of ~onw c01l8idcration, who ha..'i tlJ(~ credit lIf 
lirstsugge,sting this manifilst im})roYcmcut, which icmns all architectural 
picture of great beauty. The building on our left is called the King',;, 
Mews, and were fomlt'rly the royal stables. It iii now used fOr an ex
hibition of wor)o,; of art, manufacturtls, &c. tUld was designed by tile greal 
Earl .ofBurlington. That on our right is the portico of the College of 
Phytlieians, a new building by Mr. Smirke, and {onnl;, with its ilIllstriOUfo; 
opponent, a fine architectural frame to Gibbs's beautiful portico of the 
church of St. Martin ill the :Fidds, whicl. is now seen to its desen'(~d 
advantage. The portico is fme, lmt tile 8pirc and tower, though far SUl'
passing many of more recollt date, is, compared with those of Sir Chri~. 
topher Wren, mean and inefficient. 

We will now .take a look at 

a street inhabiu,d by architects, and rclllctc with mallY architedural 
beau.tieai Among ~ is the Italian Ionic houst~ on our right, all 

appropriate designenougb for, tUl Italian warebouse, whose purp<1Bcs at\' 
f~illdicated~ . the oil .jars on the acrottllium of the entablature. 
Aaot1ier;. the residence of Mr. eresy, thf,l architect, is a fac-simile of Andr~a 
~!&ho~ at Viceaza,and a third, ontbe$&lDesidcof the way, tbf' 
~.~c:projecting &In. Doric porti~, elevatedonthree semicir
~J-lqW. the btluae aadspaCiousgallen..of th~ , Society;Of BritilJb 
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Artists, the portico of which is designed hy Mr. Nash, and the suite of 
six octagonal galleries, all on .one floor, and lighted irom -above, were de
signed by and erected under the directions of your humble.servant. 

Mr. Lewis Wy~tt and Mr. H. Kendall, both architllcts whose taleQb; 
have teuded towa.r~theembe1lislmHlnt and improvepwut of the metl'opOlis, 
have houses in this classical little street, in which also is the stage en
trance and green room of the Haymarket Theatre. 

Anotlu~r great improvement, and classicalomament to this portion of 
the metropolis, is 

'l'I-U:· NEW COLJ,EGE OF PHYSICIANS, PALt MALL J!~AST, 

another desih'u of :Mr. Smirke's, an~l whieh fonns part of a fine group 
with tIle Union Cluh House. The }.)rincipa1 front of this substantial and 
elegant stmeture is next Pall Mall Ji;ast, and is composed of an h(~xlIs

tylo prqjedillg portico of the JOllie order, which supports a well-propor
tioned pediment. The front i" elongated hJ~ two antru, one on each side 
of thc portico, which are repeated with a break lIe tween them, in the flank 
or eastern front, and has a distinguishing eentre.piece~ of two slightly
prqjcctillg antle, and an elevated attic, with It balustrade ill eaeh wing. 

The building is diddcd into two stories, and tlle windows are decorated 
with Ilrehit.mveH and sub-eomiees. The columns are beautifully wrought 
with a delicate (mta,\·i.~, or "well, so cha.raeteristic of the pure Greek sel1001, 
of which its aJ"(~hiteet, Mr. Smirke, i~ so distinguished a disciple. The 
architrave, howcver, is disfigured by thrcc facile, which should neVer he 
allowed to enter (ill "pite of ancient precedent) into any order but the 
Corinthidb., ill order to keep the characteristics of each distinct. 

The (lf~tJct of this portico, iU.t4e Jllttcr part of a fine summer's day, is 
heautiflll; diversified'ltu> it is, by the deep and broad shadow cast from 
t.he entabla~ure and" ptljiiment; thP perpendicular lines of the fluted 
eolullms,'lul(1 the contra~t of the shadowed eastern front, whieh continued, 
fimns with It cortespoI)ding wing, and a receding portico of tlw 11801'00 

order, the principa.l frout of tll!) Union Club House. In our view of the 
new opening to St. Martin's Cburch, this portico now so beall-tiful in 
light, fonus in shade an equally beautiful forepiece to the picture. 

We will now crolls over to the otl,ler sidl,l of King Charles's6ta.tuc; ,and 
take a general view of 1he;, 

IMPRO'V'EME.Nri.CH:AllING CROSS 

Foremostjntbisyie'¥if~, Ute. ·~ of the unha..fpY.an4unf!m~ 
Charles tbeif81:"wbicli.~:;~fbronze,yandcast in~!l88,by':LeSu~,.,a 
French scu1ptOr ,Of great ~who'wilbuahttbe.be«.~b_ maD_it 
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of the Duke of Buckingham, in Henry the 8m'cntll's elmI'd, fill' the Earl 
of Arundel. Mter the execution of the king, the parliament orden~d it to 
he sold byauclion, when it was purchas{~d by a cutler in Holbom, of' tlle 
118.qle of Revett, who pretended to melt · it down, and make huudles fill' 
knives of it. lIe, in fact, caused knives with hronze handle,; to hI'. exposed 
to sale in his shop,hy which he soon made a fi)rtunc; the/action whieh 
opposed the king being all desirolls of having some part of llif; statue de
based to It knife-handle. The loyal cutler, however, concealed it t111 the 
restoration ·01" Charles the Second, wIlen Iw presented it to that king, 
who eau!;ed it to l>e ereded in its prest'llt situtltioll. 

The large building, directly opposite, i~ tllt, I Tnioll Club Bouse antl the 
Royal College of Physicians, the wllitl' I/O""", ill Ill(' mj,ldl{~ tli~l.aI1Ct'. 
t1le bank of Ra:tsom & Co, and that with tIlt, t;.ol{\lII"ltl,~, ill tlw t'''tn~\Ill: 
distance, crowlled with a lolly slated I'oof~ thl' King's 'f1waln', or ltali:m 
Opera Hou~c. 

THE IIONDON UNIYI':U,'SITY, 

is erected upon tlw ea:-;t\!rn side of an an':\. '.If ahout !l{'I'1'1l acn::-; of fl't~p

hold ground, betwelm Upper Gower Stn'd, B, ~tlli)]'(l Squarl', and the NI)\\' 

Road. The council obtained designs frolll ~,:vpra1 architcd.s of' cminellt", 
and after due deliberation. fiwllly atlo})ted tltat of ""illia.lH W'ilkins, Esq. 
R.A. aseleet.inn in which their own judgment coincided 'l-vitJl that (I" 

al1liost every I,roprietnr who inspeet(:d tl)(: drawings. Tlw ImiJding in its 
executioll bad the hem'fit of the ~l\r<:1int(~J1dan(:(~ of Mr. J, 1', Gandy 
Deering, A.n,A., the author of the \l'dl known \Vork on POlllpei\, ill eon
junction WiUl Mr. ,\Vilkins, aud cCllIsil'iLs of a ('cntra1 part (~a:l' plate of the 
Lm1l1on Unil'er,~ity) four hundred ant! thirty [('d. ill len~th, with two 
wing!;, forming together three sides of a quadrangle, the cout.ral pUiticIJ 
looking westward. 

That poo1. of the edifiee which is now linislwll, contains Jimr t1watrcs 
for lectllrcs, each capable of c()utaining four hundred and forty r;tndl:lJb; 
two ]~ctllre rooms that will accommodate 1wo hundred and AcV(mty :<tll

dents each; til't~ lectllreCOOllls that will aceoIlllJlodatnnhout olle lulDdred 
and scvtmty each; a library und museum, ,:aell one huudred and eight(~ell 
feet ill length, by'fifty feet ill brea.dth, and twenty-three ti:~et ill height; a 
ha11 .for public occasiolls,!uinety feet illlcllgt1l, 1{forty-fiVB led ill hreadth, 
and twenty-three feef inheigbt; an anutQlllic:UlIIl\;;CUm; a t;Ol\lpletJ~ su.it(' 
of rooms fur the professors and studentsofaJHlu)iny and surgery; a labo': 
ratol'yund apparatus roomthr the Jlrofes~Ol' of,chellui;try; rooms ti:lr the 
receptiQn of the apparatus of , tb~professor of lll~e'4uui'Cal pllilosoplty, amI 
several/smaller apartments . f~ftJ.)(l l¥lcoIDlnodation of. the council. the pro
feisson'\and' OfficerS of the esta bli$h11lf.mt. . .. . 

2 !\oj 



J26 JlfETROPOLlTAN 11\fPROVEMF.NTS. 

THE LoNDON INSTITUTION. 

The gOllnd story of this building is divid~d into an entrance haU, ,·esti. 
hule, stairs to the library and corridor leading to the lecture room, labora· 
tory, &c., hesides reading amI newspaper rooms, the lihrarian's private 
apartments, &b. The llppt~r story is the library, which occupies the whole 
front.. 

'TIle elevation, which , faees t1w south; and cat.ches great pictl1resqlw 
yaricty froD,! the sun, if' divided perpendicularly into three principal parts 
or features; namely. ;t projecting portico of two stories, and two wings or 
continuations laterally of the front, w:ith two minor sub-wings, COITtlsl)ondin~ 
with the lower orller of the l'0rtico; and horizontally into two principal 
order!:! I1ml thme stories. The lower order is appropriated to t1w b'Tound 
or cntraneo · ~ t.(\ry , al1d is eOlllposed of'<n pll11.ico in antis of the Doric (lnler, 
after an M(:ient (~xample of very sturdy pl'Oportions. The entahlature if,; 
carril~d thi'ough the whole line of front, and lias wreat11s of lamelleaves ill 
the frieze s\lb~titllt\,:d for the more ' characteristic triglyphs, which hdong 
to the order. The front on. each side of the :portioo is 111stica1.t.d, a.nd tile 
apartments nre lighted by windows, wit.h smnicirclllar heads. 

TllC upper storios are supported hy the ground story, in the manner 1)1' a 
basement or pedestal .I'tor)', and consist of a tetrastyh~ portico, of that 
SpCeil~S of the CorinthiAn order whieh Mr. Soane iirst ur-;ed at the Bank 
of Eugland, enpied fr0111 the bellutiful circnlar temple,called the Sybil,;, 
at Tin)li. ., 

The .,ides are . supported by autre betwl)cn the windows, and an cntl
hlature '!mrmnunted by a halustill<U;, the piers of which are ornamented by 
heads of sareopHagi.l , ,:.fhe~j, wh'c,le 'front.' is in good proportion, and IlllnllO

nizcs with ~be n~jace.nOa\lildil1gs remarkalily wdl 

ST. PA UL'S SCHOOL. 

This huilding is composed of three principal parts, a centre and tW(I 

wings, co~ected hy u ' co~tinllatien of the main body. TIle centre 'is a 
hexastyle portico ' of the Tivoli;Cprinthian 'order, elevatedllpon a rusti· 
cated 'basement of s(Jlid'fi~J " 'One o.£wlUch &tands under eve:rycofunm, 
and leav~s' ,a footway .. f~fl\a.~sengeJ;8~een.lthew. , The Wings atee1e
J~ted ?nll similar, ~~~~I1t,]he i.p~ ,petw~ihe piers,~c~
.~erted ~.dQOrs , ~A \Vmd:Qw8 •• :,~~~c~e~e ,ratsedan attaclled portlCo 
oftwotb~,:~~eolunin~.~~.i~' !fb$ \;n~8B;~~ct~width of an 
,antis, but ~penliti prO~ct$·.eittire' ~~~abUation~e,and finislae£. 
~th antle " a~~" th~,.~~t;n~ ~;~~~,\~'b~sneniol' 
entrance story"ts a continUaUOn of t.ne' BUDe~u6e'WID~;and 
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centre, the openings between the nIsticated piers heing used fClr window~ 
and entrances to tlle master's houses. The centre is aI'propriatul to the 
school, and baH lofty windows between the columns. The saIllc height in 
the. wings and intenne<liate portion of the buil.ding is divided il1tO two 
stories, the lower of whichllas lofty windows, dresI'pd with Ilrchitra"e~ 
alld surrnountedby cntablatures, and HJ(l upper, square aUic windowli, 
with architravcsim.tbe tops, sides and sills. 'rhe w4ms are SlUl110unted 
by bloeking..;(:ourses and acroteria, UPOJI the coruieps, andtlw eentre bv a 
low attic ailli acroteria, 11})011 the summit of which rise~ a cupola, in too 
fragile a style of decoration to accord well with 1111: nUUlly proportioJl!; of 
tlle rest of the building. 

SOUTHWARK IhtIDGE. 

Thi.s bridgfl was designed by the late .John Rmll1io, Esq. und executed 
lInder his direction. Tho magnificcntel'lItre arch iii composed of a seg
ment of a circle, whose chord or span is t\\·o Inll1(ircd and forty feet, its 
versed sine or height twenty-f(lUr f()ct.;and t)w diamher of the circle of 
the curvature at the vertex or erown of the arch six hmulrcd and twenty
four feet, the side archesboing two hmulred anti tt'T1 feet in span. 

The arche.s are COIDl)os€rl of eight ribs ofso]id ma.sses of cast iron, in HIP 
fonn of the vonssoirs of stone bridges. These ri'lihue rivctted t.o east iron 
diagonal braces to preyent racking. The frames of the arches are six feet 
in depth at their vertices, and the extrados of thenrussoirs extend to (ojgllt 
feet at the lipringillg of tho arches. MalJY of the single pieees of tIli,," 
gigantic skeletoIl are of the e1l011110U8 weight of tell t(lns each, ahcl the total 
weight oftheiroll employod in its (:onstruction is hetwecn five and si» 

, <I~ 

thousand toUR. . • . . 

TIllS fine bridge, which is as elegant inv..<ifonn as it is licientific ill 
construction, was entirelylmilt at thC(~XpellS(~ of atijoint t>t.ock company. 
Its cost, including its present inefficient ." appr6achcs, amdllnted to about 
eight,hundred tlilousand }lounds; The preparatory works were" l>egwl' on 
the 23rd of Scptt'mber, 1814, and the first atone was laid by Admiral Lord 
Keiili, on the 23rd of May, 181.'5. On the 7th of June, 1817, the first 
StOll6of the Qollthern abutmen .... on . the .~ . of ~he anCi{~lltThree Cranes 
Wharf; was laid l)y Aldennan Wood, the LordM'ayor, and the britlgewas 
opened to · the publi,c ill A,pril, 1819. 

-'~')l!JilaLOO ~,RIJ>wt, 

wQI,1ftCtedbythe.lateJ 01lnl'e.nru~,fi'0IP. tIle . d.~stgtlsJ it has . been Skid, 
of tbe"" :A!r. Dodd'i but thafgt'AM. scnt'lhoi': oilly projected the work, 
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and took the design fmm Perronet's bridge over the Seine at Neuilly ncar 
Paris. 

The design as executed, consists of nine elliptical archclt, with Grecian 
Doric columns in front of the l,iers, covered by an cntabm.~ure, and ~ur
mounted by the a1ll)malous decoration of a balustrade upon a Doriccormcc. 
The road way UpOll the StullI~t of the arches is level, in a line .with the 
Strand, awl is carried l'ya gentle declivity on a series' of brick arches, 
some of which are used as warehouses, ovor the road-way on the Surry 
baul. of the river, to the level of tlw roacis about the Obelisk by the .Sl1rry 
Theatre. 'I1le width of the river in this paIt is 132(1 feet at high water, 
which is covered hy nine semi-elliptical arches, of 120 feet span,and 
thirty-fi\'t~ f(.et high,liIupported 011 viers thirty feet thick at the founciations, 
diminishing \.0 twenty feet at the springing of the arches. They are eighty
senm ii~d in lungth, with points in the fonu of Gothic arches a.<; ('utwaters 
towards the stream. 'I.'lw dry or land arelws on tlw Surry si(ic are fi)rty 
in lltllnlJor;. thirtY-llinc of which are Ilcmi-cu'cnlar, I"ixteen feet in diameter, 
anu one semi-elliptical, oyer the road-way of -Narrow Wall, of twenty-six 
fuet diaml'ter. TIH! eIltin~ length of the bridge and causeways is 242() fect, 
made up of 1:180 teet for Oil' entire length of the bridge and abutmeuts; 
;}10 itlet, the lenb>1.h of the approach from the Strand; and 76() fed, the 
l(mb>1.h of tlw causeway on the land arehes of tlw SUITY side. Till' lil'st 
stOlle \y').I.S laid Oil the 11 tl1 of October, ItH 1. 

We will now proceed to that 6'1"l'at national, and tastefulhuihiing, 

TilE BANK OF ENOI,AN]) 

and first, we will begin \\'ith thcprillcipal, front next 'l'hreadneedlc Street 
Our best position tlH\,~q th!s richly variegated, pich1.Tesque and heautiful. 
front, will he, ti'oln Jlan'k nuililillgS: ii'om which li!pot the circular cornel 
uext Prince" Street fonus ' a strikiugfiJregroHnd; the Royal Exchange OIl 

the right,/i)l'llls 11 good middle d.iStl111CO; the old church of St. BartllOloIllew 
a capital ol~jeet, from its sil1g\lf~r antiquc tower, fbr the distance; aIlCl the 
far-famed hwky IOUt'ry offiee , of,Richar<isbn, (JoodZ,uck, and Co., from its 
solid fhnn, and t1'lle Itali:Ul prop(;rtiOJIs of its Dorie entrance story, (a de
sign of sii: Robert Taylor's), and which iSl10W in strong shadow, for a 
powerful relief and coiltra.<;It i~~ thefure~t;JUnd. '11mB have we ill on.ear
chit(~ctural. pictnrt~, eompo~~(m~ bY.1ltr~ ,,'Teat master~;in.o911art, Sir 
Cllristopber Wren, SirRol>tWi Tayloi ,andi~r. S()1lJle. .... ...•. , 
.;'Thc es1ablishmcntof this' grell,t ruld.illlportantc(11)Ora~onis plincipally 
0Wing'w, t11e .cxertions of Mr:\Vi1liam·.~ittcrlif~lJ\ ~ll-tiVtlof..sc{~tland, and 
Michael Godfrey, E$q~ ., .. TlU.:S~~!9 gantl~~~;~~lab9.l1ri~ withgteat 
a~siduity for li~~ly three~~~"Rt.last ohblifleatl10'(!la»¢tiQllofgC)V~~ 
ment, andinth~, ';~l)~i'tlg. or; the)oat 1694 the ' q(jmpif,tly of..tlie&m1tiof 
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England was i~corporated by act of parliament. Sir J ohll Houblon wa!'> 
its first governor, and Michael Godfrey, Esq., Olll~ of its founders, it.<; first 
deputy governor. 

This great national structure, which has now become so great an orna
mont to the heart of the city, was erected at various periods, and without 
due regard to the unifol1nity of the exterior. The first stone of tile 
original building on the present site, then the dwelling-house and garden 
of Sir .T olm lIouhlon, was laid in 1732, and finished in 1730, irom the 
designll of Mr. George Sampson, in the Palladian style of architecture. 
'Illis building comprised the original centre next Threadneedlc Street, that 
has t)(~en reeently pulled down hy Mr. Soanc, aud the preslmt pay-hall, 
which is a spacious room seventy-niuo feet in length and forty in bf(~adth, 
with a. statue of King William, in wlJOse rei6TJ1 it was f(mnded, seulptured 
by Cheere. The wings next ThreadneedJe Strt'ct, the exterior of the 
Rotunda, Rtnck officeR, &e., liext B31·tholomcw Lane, lUld of the dividend 
and other ofiices next Princes Street, were designed and erected between 
the years 1765 and 1788, by Sir Hobert Taylor, from a design ill 
imitation of the celebrate!l garden f1;ont of the pope's palaep in ROJll!', 

which is published in Sir William Chambers's Treatise on Civil Archi
tectnre, as a design of Bnunanw, one of tlie architeets of St. Peter's at 
Rome. 

The Rotunda was rehuilt in 1705, hy Mr. Soane. It is a eircle of 
Jifty-scnm feet diameter ill plan, and about the I'anw in height. It is 
covered by a hemi!!phericnl cupola, and lighted 1)y a llUltern light, sup
ported and divide<l by caryatides, construeted upon tIle central aperture 
or eye of tlle cupola. The l'crpen<licnlar walls are <liyided at regular in
tervals by senlicir(~ular headed recesses, three of which 8ervcfol" entrances, 
and tlle other for desks, &c. for the accommodation of tlw lJublic. In tltis 
vast rotnnda, the cupola of which from the outside has so striking and 
elegant an appearance, the gCll<mll and preparatory business for Ute pur
chase ~d sale of stock is transacted; and the ,'arioHI'! offices appropriat(~d 
to the management of e'ach particular stock branch out 1hJlIl iit, lUld fi'om 
its classical vestibule, which opens from Bartholomew Lane. 

In the year 1800 the widely increased concerns of the, :sank made an 
increa.<;ed establishment, and more space for the transaetioll of its business, 
necessary. The directors the~(Jf()rc made application to parliament for 
powers to ewa;rge their building. Tlus was a favourahle opportunity to 
render, tlw eXtorlor of the ;,Bank' One llluform pile, and Mr. Soane lost no 
ti11lP.to,.entbrllce it. He thercfhre submitwd to the commit1l1c of directors 
a$6rle$'~ designs, to extencl the north or Lothbuiy front w6stw3.nl, and 
tlf conneettog6thElr the whole of the old officos and tliose which they then 
required to be erected, in order that the exterior of the Bank might there
after form oneunifurm appearance, which design they have just ac<;om-

2N 
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plisllCd. The committee approved this design, which, I IWlember, at th(~ 
time, made a conSiderable figure in the Royal Academy exhibition, and a 
great impression upon the eognoscenti of thHday, from the novelty of its 
arrangement and style of archittlcture, which was altogether new to the 
(~ritics. This~csign h8.8becn acted on, without any devia.tion, exceptiDg 
in the J .. othbury fWIlt, where, after the old houses had been pulled down 
tUld tJIC site cleared, the space heing found illsufii<:ient. for the portleo 
which Mr. Soane originally proposed for the centre, it was unavoidal.lIy 
contracted to meet this unforeseen circumstance, and to its great detriment. 
See plate of the Bank fr01Tt LotMu1Y. Had a portico of six columns of 
Tivoli Corinthian been addtld to this front, as tlw architect intended, it 
would have been one of the grandest and chastest elevations in modern 
executed architedure. In othtlr reslwrts I lmye the archiwct'sown au
thority for sta.tillg illat his general plat;! t1IllU submitted to' the committee 
has been followed. The whole of the ext(il;or now presents as much 
UnifllDUity as could possibly be expected in a Imilding of such exteIlt, 
continued progres!!iYt'ly, as Mr. Sonne obsm:vcs in his Ilew work, as cir
cU:m!iltanccs required, during a poriod of upwards of thirty years. 

When Mr. SOatlt! was appointed to the important office of architect to 
this wealltby corporation, t.he frivolous wings and petty style of Sir Robert 
Taylor were ~mp~tively new, having l)oen recently erected at a very 
considerable exp~nse. Mr. Soane, as I have just mentioned, began hil( 
operations by prOducing a desi{,'ll for an amalgamation of the heterogene
ous fragments ofl~his pl't)dec(~ssors, Witll a foresight that a long life and 
perlM'erance have jU$t /Ioccomplished; and in a style of architecture at 
once masculine, approm:jal:e a.nd no\-el. 

Mr. Soane, ~l\.~,;s~ctUf(! bt~fore us, whIch, like the villa of HadritUl 
at Tivoli, compri~es Itiany buildings, introduced into tJlis country the manly 
and beautithlorder of the c~£.ular temple at Til-oli, which he measured 
and delineated during the completion of his . professional studies in Italy 
with praisewo¢hy care and accuracy. In:t!ris grand edificethearclrlte<:t 
IUl.6 givelt.,a beautiful adal}tati~m of a portio~ of this exquisite arcllitcctur.aJ 
)~em.(which C,laude hM,;!ntr08:ucedfllt: 'its endless beauties in many of hi", 
works] in Q},e.~¥d corner bet~eenP:rincea Street. and Lotllbnry; 4U1rl 
has carried ou his ~lddesigl1 upolla:lofty !lase, emttlatingthe~auti'8 of 
hia p~oef.l~r VanbUrgh, whOfle ~ta ,Mr. Soane hu.oftenhobnuiecl ill 
his lectUres . 

. The g~neral ~hazacWrofthe 'entiJebiWcling, .,llQWCQ8lploted, is that 

o~~~bility a.n~,,,p~, .~~. apt ~~,.~~'~~8~,,:~ 
~a~el!lS, ,oritn~ or'm~fD lU enU.·B'''',~!~ar~ 
bOldal . ngur~ measunng aMu~,'three hundred and mtty .. ti"eif_I._'ithe 
IIOIlthor prUlciPlll frOnt, foUl' hUlldred Udfortyon the wes_~ :!oW' 

b.undreduld ten on the nolthern or Lothlmry· front, and two hulMire,d_ 
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for:t.y-nve on thlfeastern flank, next Bartholomew Lane. This area com" 
priaesnine OPEmcourts-the rotunda, numerous public ofnces of spacioul': 
dimensions and elegant architecture, a court room, committee room, dirp(:
tors' parlour, an annoury, a printing office, and private apartments for tit" 
residence of·officers and servants of the establishment. The prindpaJ 
I1partments are on the ground floor, and there ic; no upper story over the 
ehief offlCes, which are all lighted from ahove. In the basement story ar!' 
m,tmerous rooms, and nrc-proof vaults for the conservation of bullion, ('oill, 
notes, bills and other seeurities. 

THJ~ TEMPu.; CHURCH AS RJ.;STORJW. 

This ancient and very bealltifhl chlU'ch wa.". filUnded hy the Knights 
Templars in 1185, when the westenl or eircular part was built, and dedi· 
eated to t.he Virgin Mary. n was l'P-dedicated in 1240, when the other 
part is genemlly supposed to ha\'e been erected by the Knights Hospi. 
taIlerI'.. 

TIle western or circular part is peculiarly interesting, from itf\ age, and 
from baihgone of the caxliest speeimens of tile pointed style of architec· 
ture iu,this country. ~~"ll8.S a circular el:tarnal wall, with twelve optningl-i, 
whioh servc as doors atid windows, with dwarf bllttl'Eff;ses",between them. 
8(~e plate of the Tel1tple·Churclt as restored. r: ~>. 

The interior is fimumi hy a series of six clustf'red pillars, with N0l111an 
eapitals and bases, which support the same Jlumber. of: pointed arclw8, 
over whleh is a triforium and clerestery wiOI semicircular intert\Ccted 
arches, that form hy their intersections the prol)a:t>le origin of the Ian ed
shaped or pointed arch. The monuments of this c)'iurch ,w;.e.all intcrestin~ 
and valuable for their antiquity and the celebrity ort1~e personages whose 
1ilIne they celebrate. 1'be· most remarkable of them are the TflClllllb(1nt 

statues of knights templar~ on the.pavement of the drculax church, in two 
groups 'of nve each, lying north and souih of tiw passage way to tllf' 
cb.oir. .. 
<The cboir, or present (Jburch, w}~ch is riow,~d in cpmmon by the. 

Spcietilscofthe Inner an<lMiddle Temple, consists of a n'~,t}~allP- two aisl'Cl'\ 
cJf.· n_y equal bt>ight, but differing in width, the ~ve beh!~ the. widest 
of the three divisions.' It.hh four pairs ofclustm'edpillars:" whi.9h sup
l>m:t, .. withthe addition CJf· theeastem and w~tern walls, six. pointed 
a«lhes~; w.hiehare supported wBanyon ille nortb and south sides by 
s~,,\V~. stone ·b~s~e8. B~JVeegc tlIe ;but~al!l.!'!:;,are· a ~s,. ~f 
l_t!itiJ.~(.~dal' wili@w8,'Witil i801q.wdcolnmns, which a,4d.great 

li~~ the'\ntilding. . " 
..... '!fl,e .wdkof ,this church are of 8trine,· s1.TengthenAd by ~'Ve dwarf 

Ittone·m'ltirp-. lled a triple roof, one over each aisle, and another OVl'1' 
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the nave, con~red with lead of great thickness. The wkole edifice was 
repaired in 1682, in 1811, and again in 1827 and 1828, under the direc
tion of Mr. Smirke, who has restored it in a masterly style. 

THE RUSSELl. INSl'rrUTlON, 

in Great Coram Street, Russell Square, was originally erected by and 
from the designs of James Burton, Esq. wllOse elegant villa, the Holme 
in the Rcgent's Park, occupied. our attention in tIle early part of this 
work. The original intention of this substantial-looking building was for 
an al:lsemhly, concert. aml card roOlllH. It was huilt about the year 1800, 
and ill 18'08 was purchased by a company of proprietors, and appropriated 
to its preS!lIlt pllrposc,-litera.turt:. Ii. contains an extensive library, of 
which the present librarian, 1\ir. Brayley, l,las recently published a sys
tematized catalogue, eonl'isting of a very select collection of tbe most 
useful works ill !lncient and HlOdern literature. 

The n~adiJlg rooms aml lihrary are also provided with all the leading 
periodical publieati.olls, and the Cllrrent pamphlets of the day. 'The library 
is a spacious room, the wllOle length of the front, and there are also con
venient 'newspaper rooms, a theatre , filr lectures aI\~' private rooms for tlle 
librarian. 

'l1w front next Coram Street is distinguished by a tetrastyle portico of 
thc Doric order, with triglyphs; the cOl11ice and frieze of which nms 
through the wings and flanks, divested of the triglypbs. See plate of the 
RUS8(,zl Institution, Greal Corum Street. 'There are also two low sub
portico(,s wllieh descend to a suite of baths; hut, as they Ilrc recent addi
tions, they must oot,be considered i~'. estimatillg the value of this imposing 
and chaste elevation. 

'THE NEW CUSTOM HOUSE. 

TI~e first building e~(Jl" erected for ". t'he pll.rpQse of transacting thebO$i
heS'S of the . Cu~toms 'was in the reign· 'of Queen Elizabtlth, and. Aeat to 
the site of the present exteusive edifice. . ~ the great fire of 1666 it 'was 
destroyed, with all the surrounding ncigtibbtuhoQd andthc.gre¥.pal't of 
the city; and was rebuilt 011 a more e:lttf;h~ve scale thanbcfcri'lth'i$c!l.la~ 
mity Ul the reif,'ll of Cllarles the Sec?nd:by Sir Chril!toph~W.ten. .. ~t 
bullding also met the samciaw . in .1?;'18, and was ~obuUtllj)mlmUC~i'thf;1 
same plan. ' It ~as'agaill coh~itmed by fire 'in Mru",'j{,'~814,~~a'~~ 
rebuiltnpon a stUllarger and~Ote Q:ten'siv8<sj!a!e, from'tbedesigJ$,:~d 
under the superintendence of David Laing, :Esq. the architect toUle B .• d 
of Custonls, ' 
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In consequence of,.a~:H:ritscon&tri\cti(\n, which thl'eatcueda down
f~ ·.to .. tt i<;oq6li4er~ble' portiOtli(1f the·.builcli ... 'ng, the long rOom was !'Ihored . 

.' , '1'- ." ", ~._~,,,,. ' , ",' -',_, .' -. . .. ".., , ;, :t .," -',:. _' ., .' ',:,'."" :,,., ~ ., 

l.I.p" i th'i\fro~~ llcxt . the rive~~en'ld9wll, and the present river front, 
-Which difeti. much from the, prect)din~ elevation, was erected in its stead 
byMi'.Smirke . 
. ''ne soutl.l .(;r rl\'er front is fi.mrAtfuarea and eighty-eight feet in length, 

~,dit;b~ east .imd west fronts, or deptll of the building, are each one hun. 
tlred and /leven feet. These t111'ee frunts are faced with Portland stone, 
~the liliifth front, ,!w-ch is next Thames Street, is faced with brick and 
h~'Ornamental: stont'l.ssings. Tll6 first stone of the new building wall 
18.iii on 'the 26tIl of Oetobel', 1813, with the usual ceremonies, at the south· 
W'cstcOmlU','by the late Right Honorable the Earl of Liverpool, then first 
Ui'd of' the Treasury , ana the Right. Honorable Lord Bexley, then Ch~~ 
cell« of the Exchequer, attended 11Y the Commissioners of His Maje8ty's 
C~stomi\,and'4n the presence of a great concourse of spectators. 'The new 
building was opened fur public business on the 12th of May, 1817. 

THE STATUI<; OF ACnIJ.LES 

Wl.\ao~lro'teai!llIyde l)iu-k, by,a:pllhlieaubscription of ladies to the me
moty~f th~ :great • ~.~ , iDlp6rta:nt , ;victories of the Duke of WeWngton. 
~eitlscription on ,th~~(lSsive brranit~\.pcdestal r{:cord~ tlw, Iii story' of thi!l 
smgular statue. SeepMt of tlw Statll~~ qf Acltzlles tit H!Jde Park. 
" T.hecoloss\l8 before uS is Ii restoration in hronze of one"of the celebrat(~d 
btr011pe)on the Monte Ca\'allo at Rome, the f11'st cast of which was brought 
into this eountry by'Mr. Charlc8 Day, and (~xhibited by'hhn first at the 
King's' Mews,Charing ,Cross, and since at the Egyptian Hall, Picca
dilly. 
,f~o'.~e,c~~.~nieh··for somerell$<QlI,is called Achil1{ls, was executed 

:bY;.,Mj.,Westrilacott, tll~. Professor of Sculpture in the Royal Academy. 
'.'Ch6~na.l statuel)asthe straps of a shield on its left ann, which the 
~tJl~ ~toredtO ,~~ectd~ or circular shield; but 1Ias not .gin'm 
~~.~~!or~ '!'he ~ri,@Uhlis , placed by th{~ side of a llOfSe', as' ill thl' 
aoli~~eining hi~ • .ip ;.l)!ltthe action would have been obscl1re in~(' 
iIJolat~ds~t1l~ M:t}1Out ' ~iJ1uel4, which is, tlwrefore, in this case, both 
ez:ul~li;toij and. apProPl-iaf;e: r' ' , 

:~H.ANC~. ' T()!rIUl~'Ji;I~(,\'S'PALACE, HYDE PARxConNER. 

eleg~t proportions, flori~d,," 
qiii:~i"'l:i~l1I..etltWllf;.1pllmllsbiIP' ltisexecuted f.romthe 

tbefutest mod~.~1lnlp~aI 

20 
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The trinmphal arches of Rome, that ate boW in existencet &.reof tbref! 

very distinct species, if 1 may 80 call them. First, thosewitb:,;asin~le 
arch, like that of Titus of Rome, of Trajan a.t Ancona, an~ this be~:\l~. 
See print of the Entrance to the King'sPala()e, H,'IJ(/.e P:ar~ ' , <1~. 
Secondly, those which are fonned of two arches or arcadesj'such'aa.thol!1e 
of V crona, &c., which appear also to have served for entrance gates to the 
city; and, thirdly, the sp{~cies composed of three arches,~centre~ing 
the principal or grand arch f(lr cavalcades, chariots, &e., and the outertwo 
smaller, as I)ol'ltems for foot passengers. 

The arch before us is of the fir@t s}Jecics, consisting ofaliing]e .... ch 
and suitable architectural decorations. The aperture, covetedb~tht1aic'h, 
lias an architrave, tmrmounted by an archivalt without a sculptutedk(;JY
stone, which is an innovation by no means pleasing. The sides ,are deco
rated with Corinthian pilasters, and tlle space on the wall which corres
powls jn height wiil] tlw eapitals, have sculptured wreaths of lamel 
enclosing the initials O. R IV., and crowns jl.1tenmtc1y. 

From the four central pilasters, a portico of four columns prOjeL'fil on two 
solid plinths, each of which support two columns of the Corillthian> order. 
The entablature is lofty and elegant, with a ricl1ly sculptured. ffieze,and Il. 

row of lJoldly l)l'ojecting lions' heads on the cymatiu)U, mlfrking,thlloontres 
of columns and other sub-divisions of the order. Above the entabillture,on 
a lofty blocking-course, is raised an attic, tl1e hody of which iS6mbelli/jhed 
with a sculptural representation of an ancient triumph. On each .dt the 
columns is a statue of a warrior, and on the summit of the nCl'01:enum 
which sunuounts the attic, is a figure in a quadriga or anctent.fourhdree 
chariot. 

The design of this very heautiful palatial . entrance, is e1llssicM and.ap
propriate, is one of the most distinguished ornaments of 'our metroptilis, 
and possesses an originality of thought, that is rarely met wi~, in modern 
compositions of this kind. The masonry and sculpture ar.e,bel'tltifuUy ex
ecuted, and tend by tllCir perfection to the unity of ap.pearanceb~tween 
the artist's design and t.he artisan's ~xecution. which is alike ereditable,to 
both. 

SURRY TTtF.ATRIi:. 

~s . place of amusement was ori~~y cl*lled,," H~h~s·~~·~t,its 
propritltor,and like Ducrow's JWyal Atn~)pith~afl(en~ ,t." .\/ ' ' .," 
Brhlge, was appropriated chiefly to horsemanship,ahd \b ' ' ~~ 
~e ~oyal Circus. . " " .... ', . . ..... ' 
" ,¥ke manydfits bettcr"tbis;neatieha!l~.th~:,',·~· 
offiTe~ and was burned downa,'bQut Ullea aud tw, " .. "" 
then rebuUt from the designs of 'Signor Cabanel,an tiiU. 
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kn~ledge in theatrical buildings, under the directionSIUld immediate super
m.~ndenee of~e late Mr. James Donaldson the YOUllger, son of J arne!' 
Donl\ldson, Esq., archite~t of Bloomsbury Square, and tiw brother of 
'~s . Lwcrton Donaldson, Esq., the able author of the History of 
.:BOOJPCii,; This amiable young man fell a sacrifice to his great oxertion" 
~.~x.iety to get the theatre finished within tilt! .time that he had en
,841ged; and his fatigue, having to dil'ect aud control two gangs of work
l'$tp1, one by da,y and the other by night, was too much t'nm for his 
young and powerful irmne. 
, ,11te.frQnt, IlS, you will sec by a reference to tl~e l)rint of tiw Sfirry 

'J)M!(ttrg, I,1lackfri(~rl$'Road, is more theatrical amI scene-paintllr-like than 
~cllite~tura¥; but it is appropriate, and does not ofi(md the canons of taste, 
lIl07:cthan some prouder edifices that afIi~ct a greater statt). 

,;When Elliston first wok tllis theatre he removed the ride, which lie con
V'eJ!!.ed, into.th~ best pit in London (as the seats l'ise so much from front to 
rear), and from a tlwatre of buffoonery and balderdash, into onll of a much 
lnote . rational character. He perfbTIllcd in it himself, introduced well 
paip.b)d1.!Clmery, and lI.'I good a vt~rSioIl of Shakspeare as the law would 
Iill.Qw •. ,The puhlie encouraged him, and he gained wealth in his wdl
~~a,ged speculation, and gave it a new and hettor name, 

" T\\'a~ C lined eke Circua ODce, but now the Bu.rry." 

.~Jliston then hecrune the lesseo of the immense establishment of Drury 
LalJO"Wh~ll the Surry Theatre devolved to that clever manager and excel
lent light dramatic writer Thomas Dibdill, who acquired far more l'Cputa
uQ)) than profit in his speculation. 

It.n.ext . fell under the management of his brother Charles, who COIl

dueted,itl0-th a.bility, and I have heard with I,rnfit; but it has again 
n;turnedunder.the control of Elliston, \vllO has resumed his station in the 
Drama in· this pretty tllCatro with unrivalled success. Elliston first set 
tb&.,-xlUllp)e in this theat"'e of improving the style of peru)rmance in tllt' 
minqr'theatres, and he has been 1i.)llowed to the manifest improvement of 
*h~Pllblic'f.i¥!te, by all the others. 

DRURY LAN.E THEATRE . 

. <prlpCWhl fro~t n~t Brydges. ~trect is two hundred and t¥rty-onc 
.'. JengtlJ) and, hefore the addition of the present ugly portico, COD

iiI. .. !Qt':'two· slightly projecting wings, from which an elegant tetrasty1c 
~. . '~e IOnlc order, ~~~e whole height of the !luilding, was to Ilave 
'*63;,. ,,' i~rprim .of the Tlu!atr~ Royal, Drury Lane. Thetlc ~vings 
1ilIN " of :four antal, surmounted 1y an lltl,tablaturc, the archltrave 
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of which is very properly omitted in the central part, and in the sidell 
which extencl beyonu tlle wings. This centrnl part or .e~tiro t~ade is 
plilstererl with Roman cement in imitation of Portland stone, an(ioins 011 

to thp- north front in little .RusRell Street, (so named after''tb~ D41ie of 
Bedford, its h"l'ound landlord,) with b"l'ellt illgClIluty and pleasibkefi'ect. 
The cornice is surmounted by a lofty blocking-co1l1'!\C, brcikiIlg into piers 
over the antre. The capitals of the antm are of tlw pure Greek Ioni:C~ 
aftcr those of t1le temple of Minerva Polias at Priem' j the f1ehini of wlJjCh' 
are embellished with e8gs fUH1 tongues, and the hypotrachelion withth~ 
beautiful foliage of .the Grecian honeysuckle. Between thc :!i11afts of the 
ant;u in each wing is a window, constnlCteu U})OIl a 1:Icep stone'Sll, which 
correspouds in lines and height with the string-course of thert(lrth and 
south front lincs, The diYision of the stories is properly marked l,y a 
largpr or principal strillg-eourse, which runs through, and pervades .the 
whole eomposltiolJ. 

The windows in the wing's llave dressing!\, consisting of atchitrav6SUp 
their jumhl'l, with sprealling shoulders near their sU1llmit..'l, whiclf are car
ried along the head, and support all architral'e and, appropriate cornice. 
The tIn-ce centre windows ]ll'lVC similar dressings; but ns a distill(',d"c 
mark, and not being protected like the others by a prf\jeeting epistylipm, 
they have t.riangular pediments, which create both viu'iety.andbeauty, 
arising from utilit.y, in the composition. 

Had this front been decoratnd, U!l originally iut.ended by its arClliteet; Mr. 
Benjamin \Vyatt, with an Ionic I)ortico of columns in accordancellith 
the preparatory anta!, its effect would ha"c been extremely heautiful, and 
produced as luumnnions a composition as any in the metropolis. 

'fhi!'! very elegant. bridge WIlS designed and execl1tedbyMesl<l"lI. 
R{mnie~, and 1iJrms It beautiflll ol~iect from either side. A good viewi$ 
obtained irom the southern bank of the water, where the rich anlhl.:rt:uriru1t 
foliage of'the plantations in Kensington Gardens forms a fine l)lu*~~ 
over its smnmit; and the walks round the margin of the Ja.k?',8, liveb;'i~· 
trast to the dark shadows of the arches, which cast their rene~es .0*':" the 
surface of the silvery waters. See tile l'ri"t. 

The bridge itself, which is the obJ*.lct of· Ollr inves'tiga1¥1n, -Cb.i$tl5 of' 
five water arches and two land arches. Itstipper8urface:i8\lev~1, ;ind 
connccts by its roadway the ,·northe.m. 'and . southern 'bankS ·.·ot..~e6Ilinol. 
The river arches are segments of circles, With arohivoltt;.q~,lrey.~()ll~, 
surmountL'ti by a·block. corniee,and n bal\lstrade'with'~di .. ~:,~. 
'1.'h.ospandrelS<lf "the arehel'l are fill~ by leVelco\JRea o:t' .•• ;~..io 
projecting piers aoovethe cut-watets. 
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The land arches are semicircular between tlic projecting piers, nnd 
have 'also a. balustrade over them, the witlth of tile aperture ,dow. Thesi1 
arches are also dressed with archivolts, that descend as ardlitrUVi:8 to the 
plinth, at the le:el of the springings of the larger arches !lnd key-stones. 
The'parapet'of tlle road-way is plain and of the same height as the ba
lus~e 'Qf the bridge. The entire design of the bridge is light, elegant, 
~d'; 'PI\l'ticularly well adapted to its sitllatio11. Its material is a durah1t~ 
aaiJ;ld.stone, from Yorkshire, called Bramley Fall, whieh is esteemed by 
~~ny competent judges a.q less liable to he acted upon by the changes of 
the:"atnlOsphere tllan even granit!~. 

'fhe design of this terrace is common-place, and exhibits neither tnsle 
not; ' fOlley. Sec print of Riclt1llOlld Terrace, I¥ldtelurll. The order i,~ 
Ionic, of nopeculiar"JCnuty; the rulttt~ 1}ot in character nor acumlallC(' 
with the c(llllmns, und the cn,trance or ground story is of most veritable 
<larpenters'&,rchiteeture. The whole is imposing from its size, and till) 

goodiinish of the workmam,hip. 
The composition is divi(led into two parts, a centre and two wings, 

r~ised ·ttpon a rusticated basement, whieh forms tIw entrance or gl'OUUU 

stOry. $u(lPtqjects undo}' the centre and wings. The centre is a hexastyle 
portico of three-quarter, or attaclwd colullllls, surlllounted by a pediment 
and'blOOkih~courf!e. The wings are cOlll1108ClI of two similar columns 
between two antre, in imitation of the ancient tetrastyle l)ortico in antis. 
Tbe Whole entablature is contiuued through the wIwJe iront, which i~ pro
ductive of heavinef!s in the pal't.~ hetween the wings. The comice is Bur

mounted by a balustrade, anll a continued balcouy at tJll~ basis of 11J(' 
columns runs along the entire front. 

The tclTl'RceitstM, that is, 11e part which is raised ab(JV(~ tIle level of 
Privy Garde~$, and separated therefi'om by a very pretty stone balustrade 
and.· :coping, elevated in the centre and with circular and scroll ouds, ae
cotnmQdated to tbll fonnof the carriage road, is. both ornamental and useful 
to thEl houses., 

~c~tion eons.ist;i ofa centre azul two flanks: tlle rooner pro
., slightly" is . embellished with an opening, wllich [erma an imwrtod 

,Of.twf)'.cQlumn&, wiotbin which the entrance door . is- perfclratod. No 
.~~g •. breaks . the simplicity of this. ,frOIlt, the manly cllarac;wr of 

, ",/ .• d, by the, cQlltinua;nce of thel)O}d entablatur.e on.aach .~.~ 
"'ii_tt,lwroof is.crQ~·by ~ squam cl&DUlJJY·ill1aft, tisiug 

2 l' 
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above the slated ro()l~ wltich adds much to the architectural eft'oot·af~{ 
picture. 

THF: GRAND F:NTRANCl';TO HYDE PARK. 

This elegant composition, designed, like theprecening, hy '1\fr.·lJ~~ 
Burton, is dh·ided into five leading parts, mUllely, t11ree arched en~.~~ 
and two connecting colonnades. The centre or lllineipal arcl,lue (See PlY 
of the Crrand E"imnce to Hyde Park, Piccadilly), is wider than tJlE 
side entrances, and decorated by coupled columns of the Iortj(; ordeJ;,wh)oh 
is the pervading character of the whole cOlllpoflition. 

The side entrances have two columns in antis, and the antm. are re
peated in the llrofile or ends of the stnlCtnre. 'flw colonnade~ ar~ ~p$,1 
and SUPllort a beautiful entablature, in which the able architect4as·~fI1P.:: 
mittl'd tllC anotn:.I.~Y of introducing au al'~hit~ave fl.. ihree,~aGes,i\\l~ie~ 
ought to be exduslVely confined to the Conntlnan order. 'Ihe:ellta;b~~ 
is camed through tlH' entire composition, 'he side cJltranc.~~i.~yjpgC.;a 
blocking-co\U'se with a raisen and projecting centre, ~s if. d()si~1jd .iIl ... ~ 
base for a group of statues or a trophy. This feature, the l.Jlocking:c~, 
it> omitted over the colonnade, and elevated into an attic or sty)obate qv:m' 
the principal arch. The pedestal or flieze of tllls portion of the design .. ~~ 
embellished with ba8si-riliel'i in tbe Athenia.n style of sculuturc,:I:'tlpr,e
senting It triumphal procession of equestrian wamors. Sid/ii fi1',.\p~~~ 
entrances flu' foot passengers ouly, fonned betweon stone pierll, a4dJ;9·~tlw. 
convenience of the public and to the llicturesqllc beauty ofl11Cid~f.llgn, .. ~ 
carrying the composition beautifully into a pedimental fQ1'll)..· ''!'he #~ 
railing is of a rery novel, beautiful and solid fvnn, audt1W wholecQJllpo.
sition grand and effective. The sculpture of this hcau,tiful o~e)ijij() 
1110 westempart of the metropolis was executed by Mr.Hemijng~,.~;~e 
masonry by Messrs. Bennett and Htmt. 

FURNIVAL'S INN, HOLBORN 

The composition of the front of this Inn of court, is, Uke"tliJt!l)~~.
IDond Terrace, of three parts, a boldly projecting centre . and· tlVo~tly 
projecting wings. In height, it hal ·foW' 'Stories, the lowet,«.,,~;,the 
cntraIwe or ground story, is rusticated., and perforated bytWfD' ....... . 
semicircular heads. The centre opaing. is '0: l~glttte~::c~ . .., 
an e1lipticall"\lsticatod areh,aud lead.stothemnetq\tadrin8'lk' ., ....... ~ 
and two. }lairSWries. . . h .. av.e .. ·WiDdOW&.·.· ........ ··Art. IUlged ..... ·.'. ft. :ceo.· ·rtlm.~.~.·.' '!td .. · .. · .. 'Ul ...• ~ .. !' •.. '.le9n't;flD. nience,and·decomteti by arelda'a-.:e.; · Thdsel'iritb~i~,1blv~ . ;,' 
but for what reuoa they'a'NI.lOproteeWd,i8taiiamlr\ti~; 
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equa1:q>r~olt IUl'thc-others, whilst the others have only horizontal cor. 
niceiII; .. ;jt,,~oUld puzzle a critic to tell. 

The centre Pat1 of this principal division is decorated by wl1at. il' m~ant 
for a tetrastyle portico of the Ionic order; but owing to the extraordinary 
and:l.1'nprecedented width of the centre intercolumniation, it looks more 
like,~o~ts of coupled columns, after the method of Pen-ault, than a well 
~d~~olumniation of a Grecian ordcr. In consequence of this mal. 
arraii~~of the columns, the epistylium over the centre opening looks 
we81and frangible. See print of Purnival's Inn, IIolborn. 

THE NEW GOVERNMf;NT MEWS, PRINCES S1'1U:l:1', STOREY'S 

GATE, WESTMINSTElt, 

The front of this chaste and classical buiMing from Mr. D. Burton's 
design, is Composed of three parts, a centre lUld two wings, inclosing the 
body or leading feature- of the composition, which is pure Doric. The 
centre bass carriage way, and ,two posterns, the forme}' being c(wcred by 
aaemicircular rusticated arch, and the l:\tte1' by lintels rcaching from 
anf& ,fi) anlm. It h8itwo columns betwecn the antre af~cr t]lC manlier of 
tl16(l:ilcient.order of templcfl called in antis, aud the angles guarded by a. 
pair ,of.,potipled antro, making the composition in a manner octll.style. Scc 
printdi' New, Government Mews. The cntablature is continued through 
tllC"whole composition; the antre are continued at f{'gular intervals of two 
triglyplUl,and 'three metopes distance, ill the main body of the front; and 
tlle wiDgsare distinguished by inverted porticoes of two columns il~ antis, 
and ooveredby triangular pe<limcnts. 

This length of entablature, unbroken except in the centre and the two 
wings, Dsunnounted by a plain and lofty blocking-course, eminently in 
cbarterer Wjth the order of the building. The centre is marked by all 

attici,.",JidOh:·! mnot an unmeaning screen, but a solid building, the full 
depth .Qfthe >gateway below. 
~.i_ place in which we are now standing, this elegant and classical 

~tion has a charming effect, which. is much increased by tbe vener· 
abI6;tUrrets,:.9f, Westminster Abbey, that tower :lbove its centre in pic. 
turesque> ~. 

THE NEWCHURCll, STEPNEY, 

i8~;,~~~~,or.the ~te J ohn Walters, El'lq.~ and. erected by pr!nte 
liu~in IBI9. It 18 one of the best designs In the,later pomted 

$tyl .... '. ,.te .•. ;~~~ .. '. ' .• ,, ' ' ~Chitect. · . ' '" uxe. 'ijuij;.. bu. been recently erected. • Th.e western 
flo " ~\~:~of: #I4, NetlJOhtwc!t, Stepney} ia COJllposedof a lofty 

i>",; ' ,»,' '" .,tJ. .. ~.and.tw'O ~, :which ~tlMJ aia1ea. . . 
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The centre part has a low t'n~nee door, with a fllltpoiuted"Drch-in a 
,square moulded frame, below a wide 'and, lofty transotn windoW';: ebv8l'e/i 
1lY a gable. At ,tho angles are oCt.angu19.t' bu:tt1e8setl8Ut:monnted· by.:Jjln. 
nacles. 

The ai:sles have alserlow' dOOt1Swith obtuse pointed archMfi.nd~ar 
huttl'(!ss(,'S surmounted lIy pinnacles,wbiriharc rcpeatoo: bet~li·~ 
window ill t})j~ north and south sides. , The parlilets irithe "w~ft~ :8.re 
perf()l'atcd, and in tlle others p_, Bud the spaces I\bove1he~'~ 
lead to the aisles are Tlandsome canopied niches, with pedtlStalflmr'fib"'I:iNS. 
The wholt~ composltion has a very striking Engllsh Il.nd '~cle8i88tiba} 
charaeter. 

TIn; NEW HALl" CURIST'sHoSPrI:AJ" 

The exterior of tlli~ building is raisett upon aB arcade of &.tpbtnb>,U 
arch($, whicll f<mn a c1oisb~ for the ' boys to p'lllY under in'Wctiiv:~thm-, 
and is tenninated at each end by two la;ge and loftyoctag9nd'1.~ 
finished (mtnc tor with panels and embrarroTeII. 'l'he ,htU~:'.hich' iil" 
ereetedahove tho cloisters and separated hy RIlMttRmeumi stringitiori7ge, 
c{1nsists externally of nine lofty n:nd"pacioll!'l' wiridowElof1lhe ' pointed 
style, tlivided inti) three heights, and {OU'I' widtllS' by motll~f.1:(jnc mul
lions. T1Hl Willd()w~ are di1'Med by bnttresseS that fIlll'pnrttb6ftlizcip81 
trusses of the l()of~ and are finished hy lnfty octagnnnl 'Pitmacles1lind.tOli~ 
ntnd filJialli. The centre of eachwintlow is againltl&1'kedtiy 1_nn~ 

pinnacles supported by l:iculptrrred corbels, and the :parajtetit!lfor.meil'\be
tween tllelll of moulded embrasures. 

This heauti:fi.ll elevatioiI is c(,)Dfltrtleted withfinefieyter,gnmite;o£ a 
close compact· nam,re, and of·a beantiful,gray eololtr~ 1'f'hiew · ~{mize" 
we}] with the arcllnectllre. 

The interior ill two Imndl'ed' i(~et in lengtl' by fiftema:in widtl.r..A .. 61p8.
cious gallery TWIS along tIle sick opposite to the windo1VS :uid tht' two 
t',nds, from which tho' public II.tdertalh. 1imQ8,\Jf" th'" year ar-u ~ t(l 
hoaT the cJU1dren sing anthems and other pieces of sacred: -ie;ulIilJllP 
DI public. At one end is afiMofS!aa; 'a-rtd to ' pdtpit'.,~~~~. 
centre window f(II Ole l)ttrposes of divine'serviCe. Tbe'd.eeo~_ld 
and massive, the brackets of the. ccilillg; tbebetuns, ;andothtfj'~of 
oak, and walls finislwd: a plam light 1\oJre ~Olour; ; 

Thi.bttijdin.g; of great e~_e.Miv8---',;" "~~:.,, 
. 8igb~ .of .• ~;"enjmnU1· '~' fJU1tp: Wy&~ '\a&d1,4lWJ ... Lict~~ 
tlleirwell:bltjlmfli1_e:"' rft , ti~~tiJ 'til' a;:~~q"_~.;,,,~by 



METROPOLITAN IMPROVEMENTS. 141 

five spacious Venetian windows, and a magllmecllt upper or principal 
story, with an equal number of :French cQ.,'1cmcnt windows decorated with 
proper entablatdres. The two outennost of thcse upper wllldow,." being 
without the pale ,and protection of the central pf(~jecting }HU't, have the 
ad~tional embellishment of pedimtmts. Sec l)latc of C1'ocljord's Clllo 
H()'lI,8e,St. Jamea's Street. 

'!'he entrance is by way of the lower central window, up a flight of stone 
steps to the elevated ground floor, undcr which is a lofty, airy, and extoll
sive hasement story, containing tile kitchen and other oflices and domestic 
apartments. 'TIlis story is lighted hy a wide area, which is scparatt·d 
from the street by an elegant stone ba.lustrade. On the pedestals of t.his 
balustrade are raised a series of bronzed tripods, that sUl)port as many 
elegant octagonal lantems. 

The front is .:omposed of a centre, fonned 1Iy a slightly pr<!jectiug 
wtrastyle ,portico of Corinthian l)ilasters or antm, which support an 1~I1-

tablature, and two sliglItly reccding wings, in which the cpistyliulI1 is pro
perly omitted, being supplied' by the wall itself. On the upper part of' Hw 
cornice is a raised blocking COllrse, with a lofty balustrade, 1uul piers mcl' 
each pilaster, as well as llellcatll them. 

In the order of which 111il' elCl'ation is composed, the brothel' <ll'clliteet!o; 
have followed the lmresy of Mr. Nash, by 6riving un Ionie ent.ablature, 
stl'ictly so in every respect, to Corinthian pilasters; or, 1.:ice 11er.~d, lla\'l' 
gil'en Corinthian pilaswrs 10 an Ionic entablature, instead of the rigid 
orthodoxy of their father, whose beautiful falfl1de (llroolws' Clllb House) 
just l)elow this, stands in awful riraJry of their defection fTom the true 
tiuth. Yet it is a pleasing, and from its magnitude a grand composition; 
and the interior, which is finished in all the rieh and gaudy style of Loui!' 
XIV., is a fmc specimen of that overloaded but maguifi<:ent style of do
mestie architecture. 

BURI.INGTON ARCADE, PICCADII.J,y, 

a de~ign of Samuel Ware, Esq., the author of a rcry seicl1tific volume 
of tracts 'on vaults and bridges, and architcct to Ulany cxcellent build
ings in Ireland, the splendid alterations at Chatsworth, Itt NOlthumberland 
House, and other places for tl1C Dukes of Devonshire and N ortlnun

berland. 

WHITTINGTON'S AJ,MS HOUSE:", HIGHGATE, 

isabuilditlgtOf Engfulh domestic architecture, by Mr. George Smitll, the 
.Wwetof,St. Paul's Sehool, the New Corn Exchange, and other works 
niJti~~ in these pages. It is a l!\\TlOfiOme and collegiate looking building 

. 2Q 
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(see plate of Whittington's AllllsHOIt8es, H(qllgate), as indeed it shQ~ld 
be; fo), it is in liou of that benevoleut and lllmUficent citizen's ancient Q()l~ 
lege on College Hill, ncar Queen Street, Cheapside, which ... vas by license 
from King Henry IV., in the year 1410, made a college of Ule Holy Spirit 
and Saint Mary, lJY Sir Richard Wllittington, fOm" times Lord M!1yor of 
London, for a master, four fellows, clerks, choristl1TS &c. ContiguQJ2s to 
whieh was erected an alms honse, denominated God's House, or,hQspital, 
for tho aeeommodation of thirteen persons, one of wlwm is the chief,' ~ 
the appellation of tutor. It is still under Ute management of the worshlp~ 
ful Company of Mereers. 

Every city apprentice mnst remember the legend of the poor truant 
Dick Whittington, sitting disconsolate on a stone at Ule rise of Highgate 
lIill, and faneying the city bells ring-

"Tum agnin VVhitt:inlriJlIl, 
Thrice Lord MAYor of Londotl," 

:md may Im,'c his carl) associations roused, at"seeing Wl1ittington'sCol1ege, 
(Jl' so I must call it, a magnificent structure ill UlC immediate lleighbo.ur~ 
hood (If Whittington's stone. 

It lias a central cha})Cl, of the pointed style of architecture, thegahlc of 
which is sunnounted hy a lofty pillllaclt~. It has also two square and two 
angular buttresses, with pinnacles and finials in accordanoe. The two 
wings have also gables, buttresses, pinnacles, and iinials in a corresponding 
style of architecture. The doors and windows are squfue-lu~aded,alld 
covered with moulded water tables; and Ule whole compositionis.a.t once 
useful and higl!ly ornamnntal. 

TUE BRF;WEk'S ALMS HOUSES, Mn.E END, 

,~ . 
IS a Hmallcr, but "cry pictul'esqut' structUfC, in a very neat and (ltrectivc 
slyle of dOllwl;iic m·chitecture. The ii-ont elevlltiOll iscomp()sed~(!J..~. 
ectiing centre, between which and Ow wings are two slig}IUyprojectil!a'~: 
transP11ts, if titey may be so callefl, 'w}Jich are cmbellisbedat the com"!! 
with angular hl1ttreAses surmounted by pinnacles. The cllimnet~;,QJe 
('apped ill the old Engli!'h style, with separate funnels llOunected ~t .tlw 
t(lp. The whole building is agreeahly relieved by approillil.\te ~~~:~!C 
Sltnw time useful hreaks, which produce a gratilying diy.etJ.i~y .. ¥c '~t 
and shllde oVI.~r .the cntire elevation. . 

LONDON HORSE AND CA~alAGE.aEPosn'ORy,GR.nt$I~N . Luu~ 

This may jW!tJ.y rank amo~gthe" Metropolita.n,IUlP~o'V~en~''' : 'ii~~i 
situated a.t the Junction of Gray's Inn Road with the~ew ~~_ 
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City Road; presenting a noble structure of a quadrangular form, with a 
spacious arena in the centre. The internal arrangements arc on i1 "'Tand 
scale, affording !ccolllIDodation for about two hundred horses, and galieries 
for 'more than double tbat numher of calTiages. The lofty, light, airy 
stalls, and loose boxes, show that greater 1'e,qard hUiol heen llad to tIle 
health of that in1,aluable animal (as the l101'se may with great trntll be 
styled), than will be found in allY other public establishment in the 
British empire. 

Besides the extensive horse and carriage departments, the south fi'ont 
comprises a spacious mansiou, tlle prineipal story in which is wholly 
occupied by Olle entire grand room, in which, by thc b>Tatuitous permission 
of the spirited l)l'opl'ietor of tlus 1t1tique establishment, (William Bromley, 
.Esq., of Euston Square,) sOllle benevolent ladil's lately held a hazaar, for 
the benefit of the SpfUlish Refugees, wht'Jl this splentlid room wall provel] 
to be capable of coutaining u:pwards qj' one tlwl.lSa1ul per,wn.s , 

'111e large field (about ten acres), a(ljoining hereto, is about to be con
verted into a 11andsome !Hl'lare and gardens, a la Tivoli, with a supel'lI 
thcatJ'e, to be called the Panm'nlOJ1iou, under t.lw immediate patronage of 
Hill M:~jesty! The whole prujected by Professor Lanza, and is without 
paralld in this country. 

Lord l,owthor'8 excellent Act-which comes into operation in J unllary 
-by removing thc turnpike gate 1IIJ,i.~ances frow those delightful drives, 
the Edgeware Road, New Roatl, &c., will, together with the aforcnumed 
llm'elties, combine to render tllis part of the metropolis a principal object 
of attraction with the fllsluouable world. 

THE HABlmDMHums' ALMS HOUSES, HOXTON. 

The oribrina1 building, which has becn recclltly ]lulled down to. mllke 
room,for .. the present neat. structure, ,vas a truly palluilian desif,'11 of that 
greatpl1ilosopher and co-student of Sir Christopher 'Vren, the inventive 
Robt.>rt II (loke. It was erected in 1692 hy the worshipfi.tl Company of 
Haberdashcrfol, llUl'sUfmt to tlle will of Rol>(~rt Aske, Esq., a memlJel' of that 
(:Olllpany, wllO left HlI almost unexampled legacy of thirty tholL',and pounds 
fOr erecting It pl'Oper edifice fi,r the aecommodation of twenty decayed 
members of llis company. 

The former bu.ilding was VL'ly spacious, being four hundred feet ill 
length, with an ambulatory in front three lnmdl'c(l and fOlty feet long 
wld~r:,. a coldimade of the Tuscan order. '111e present building is much 
~4r .. in ,·dimensiollS, and c()I1sist'S of a central DOl;C tetrastyle portico, 
with its frieze emasculated of its manly triglyphs, and a substitution of 
n.ybrj~wre&tlts." The wings are decorated willi. brick piers. instead of 
classiea.l:stoIre litre. The apa:rtlll!mt& of the mell are 011 each side of a 
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spacious quadrangle (see plate of tke Haberdashers Alms Houses, 
Ho.vion) , i.n the centre of which is a statue of its benevolent founder 
on a lofty pedestal, which bears inscriptions of rus bounty. 

COYF.:NT GARDEN THEATRI:. 

One of the hest views of the front of tbis theatre is from the opposite 
side of Bow Street, somewhat to tlle south of tIw south-east angle. See 
plate of the Tlteatre RO'flal, CoveTtt Garden. This front, wllich js tIle 
principal, and in fact the only architectural front, if I may be allowed to 
usc the eX]1ression, is two hundred and twenty fel't in length, and divided 
into three princi1)al parts, which project from the main body of the 
building and form its most attractive features. These arc the portico IUld 
the wings. The fonner is tetrastyle of the At.henian Doric order, after 
that of the temple of Minerva Parthenon· at Athens, and tlle latt{,'l' are 
formed of antre after the same example. 'fhe columns both in front and 
flank are equidistant, and hav-e one triglyph lwd two metopes to each 
intercolumniation, IUld ilie antre of the wings have the interval of two 
triglyphs and three metopas hetween them. 

'rhe entire entablature is carried owr the portico and the wings; hut 
the architrave, frieze, lllctopcS, and lDutules are omittf~d in the interYening 
portions of the front, to make room for tlie sculpture. 'The portico is 
crowned by a pediment surmounted by acroteria. The cornice of the 
wings and main building are surmounted by a blocking-crurse and 
parapet, crowDed by a surbase moulding, like that which the Samtl archi. 
tect has used in the United Service Club House. Behiud illis, the lofty 
waUs of the body of the theatre rear themselyes instf,lTn simplicity, and 
form an admirable architectural back ground to tIw· ornamental fa«;llde 
11olow. . 

The lower part of the building on each side of the portico, ~d .beiw~u 
the wings, is perforated by three arcades of segmental arches, whic.hlu~!v~ 
been complained of, as not according in style with tite Athenianpunty 
of the other portion of the edifice. Above these, and over the plain 
square-headed doorways under the portico, are a row ofnin·e sash win
dows, raised oyer a string-course tilat pen<ades the whole front, on lofty 
sills, decorated with architraves to the jambs and complete entalll'tfFell 
upon their upper surfaces. 

Above these windows, on each side of the portiCO,8l'C ~w~lozlg panels, 
extending their entire width, in which arc sculptures in ~: IjoIldin 
niches bet\Veen the .antroof the wiugs, ofstaw,es in,tne.i8)1nd .• ~'Pre
souting Tragedy and Comed;y;, ftomthe chisel ofFlaxm,an. 

Thebassi...rilievi in. tbepanols. areseulptnrfld,m ~~.ft-oJn ~ .. 
by Flaxman, one by Flaxman himself, and the·other·bf'Rossi,,,hodO 
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catTed the figure of Shalu;peare, in the auti·ro01ll of the principal box 
entrance; the northenl compartments represpnting the (llici(mf, and tlw 
southern the mqdern drama. 

COLLIWF: OF TIn; eUUUCH MISSJONARY SOCIETY, 

a building more remarkable filr strength and goodm>ss of const.ruction than 
fi)r eJegance of dcsih'1l. It looks more like the haldness of nortllCrn Cal
vinism, than the chaste heauties of the simply decorated church of Eng
land. Some OJ1B must have stripped tllis "dillce of its laudahle clllbcUis}l
mentJol, as brother Jack did his garment in the Tale of the Tub. Its 
architect is Mr. William BrookJol, wboJolc w()rk~ (If the London Jnstilutioll, 
Finshury Chapel, amI other onU\lllentJol of' the metropolis, we have mOl"(' 

than once had occasion to notice with approbation in these pages. It 
C011Ri8t8 of a centre and two wings, without a ~ingle attempt at archi.tec
tural decoration. See plate of the Colle,qt' ql' tile Church Mi8.~iollaT'!I 

Society, blinrlioll. It is h,nvevcr a plain, substantial, useful building, 
adapted ,to a very laudall1e purpose. 

Another similar esiablislullpnt i:-:, 

IlIGHJ3lJRY COLLEGE, 

a building of more pretensions, and of more real architnctllral beauty. It 
consists of a eentre and two very deeply prctiectillg wings. In tJw middle 
of the eelltre building is an hexastyle Ionic portico, of the IlyRsus ex
ample, with a pediment ahoye it. 'I~le Imlls of the ,prc~jeetiIlg wings arp 
tetrastyIe in antis, and have also pediments amI neroteria which conceal 
chimneys within them. Sec plate of Hi.qhbury Oolle,qe. The portieo is 
raised a few st()PS ahove the court yard, which is enelosedfhHIl the l1igb 
road by iron railings raised npon a lofty plinth, and a hrUld:-:ome carria6 ... · 
and two postern entrances. It reflects IIIlwh credit on the architee1 f(l]' 

the selection of his materials from the choice storehouse of Ionian all

tiquitiet~. 

Vmn GROSVENOR'S GALI,:ERY, PARK LANE. 

This building forms the western wing of It large and splendid town 
mansion, now in the course of erection from tlHl designs of Mr. Cundy. 
ltCdnsiSts of a colonnade of the Corinthian order, raised upon a'plain 

joirtted stylobate. 
'(lvl.'ll' each colllnm of the principal building is an isolated statue with 

all&tiic beitind them, after the manner of the ancient building called by 
p~~ FOTIlJn of Trajan at Rome. On the acroteria of the building 

" , " 2 It 
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are vases and a balustrade (see lllate of Lord GrOlwenor's Gallery, Park 
Lane), and between all the columns is a series of blank windows with 
halllstraded halconies and triangular peaimcnt~, int.roduGed in a manner 
that disfigures the other grand parts of tIle design. Over these arc s.unk 
panels witll swags of fruit and flowers. liut for these stopped-up windows, 
and the oVeIJlowering and needless balustrade over the lleads of the sta
tues, this building would rank among the very first ill tltt'i metropolis; 
evell with these trifling drawbacks, that can easily be remedied before the 
whole is completed, it is grand, architectural, and altogether worthy of 
its noble proprietor. 

THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS, I.rNCOJ,N'S INN FIELDS. 

We have nothing tlJat filr chaste simpljcity anti hannony of proportion 
surpassf's this fin(~ portico, whi('ll, 1i1w a pension to a filitlllcss l)atriot, is a 
good thing ill-applied, so little does it helong either in conjundion or rf'~ 
lat-ion to the awkward elevation behind it. 

The portico consists of six lofty columns of the Ionic order, selcctell 
from the temple on the hanks of tlw I1YSSU8 at Athens. See plate of the 
Royal Oollege qj' S/.(rgeoll.~, Lincoln's Inn Field.~. The entahlatmc i!l in 
due accordance, and in the frieze is the filllowing inscription :-COL
L.EGlUM . Rr.;UAI.E . CHIRUIWORUl\l . 

On tlw upper surface of tIre comice is raised 11 solid sty]ohate, pro
jecting, after tllO manner of Iledestals, over each column. On these pedes
tals is placed a row of antique bronze tripods, whieh arc a.ttrilmtes of t1w 
Apollo Medicu!!, and over the centre intercolumniation a second blocking 
is raised, which supports a shield on wltich is sculptured thc armorial 
hearings of the collegt\ supported by two very (~lassical figures of ..£sen)a
pius with his club and mystic serpent. 

The dwelling behind is 80 common-place that it can he compared, in 
relation to its finc portico, to nothing better than some of the additions by 
the modem Romans to the fine antique porticoes of their illustrious an
cestors. 

THE NEW CORN EXCHANGE, MARK LANE. 

A new building recently erected by a joint stock company r as a market 
filr the use of the corn factors, &0., of the metropolis. His ii'olll the 
designs of George Smith, Esq., and is one ot the most agreeal>1e eomposi:: 
tiOllS in the city. See plate of the New Com E:r:cT"ange, MarTt Laifte. 

It ill COQlposedof a centre, formed of a reeedinghexasty'le portico of 
the genuine Doric order, but robbed of its triglyphs, 'tikiniOd.e d~I'Mr> 
Nash, and for whiehl8.\lt'el wreaths are lIubMituted. ' Thel'lChinun i8'erii:' 
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bcIIished with a lion's head over each co!mnll, which among the Gl'eeks 
were used for th(\ outpouring of Ole rain water limn the l'Ouf, but which 
would be a libaP()n, uIJon t}w llPlllls of Ilis Maje:-;t)"s licg~s fre(}UclltillJ.,: 
the Corn Excha.nge, that the district surveyor would not allow. 

The cornice is crowned hy a magni1icellt blocking course of extraor
dinary height and l)oldness, whidl supports a !ltylobate bearing tIlt! impelial 
anus of the united kingdoms, with agricultural trophies, and tIw fi,llowing 
inscription :-CORN EXCHANGE, ERECTED BY ACT OJ' PARUAMF.NT, 

ANNO DOMINI M.DCCC.XXVII. 

THE SUSPENSION BRIDOE, OVl:R THE THAMES, AT 

HAMMERSMITH. 

A communicatillll aero",., the Thames 1Iy a llndge at Hammersmith had 
long been neeessary to the neighbourhood, w hen It proposal for tIl(' e\'(1ctioll 
uf this bridge was made by Mr. J. Tit,ntllY Clarke, the F~nf.,';llcer to tIlt' 
Hammerslllith 'Vat(~r 'Vorks (;omptlllY, and It sum necessary for its execu
tion was raised under the pow()rs of an Itct of parliament. 

The Bridge itself is t:omposed of two square towers, with pilaster!' UlIIl 

conuces of the Doric order, just below low water mark, aBd witll ap{)rtufI'" 
in them for the road-way. In these towers the cJJains Umt calTY tlw 
mad-way are supported (see plate of tlte Suspension Bridge, U'/wr llir 
Thames, at Hm1tJlt.en1llit/~) in th(~ same manuel" and on the same prill
cip}o as that of Ul£' clmir. pier at Urightoll. It 1011118 a novel, pictun~S(III(,. 
and highly agreeable feature among our rcCtJnt MetroJlUlit.un lmpr()\'t.'
monts. 

NEW LoNDON BRIDGE, WITH THE LORD MARon's PROC:ESSION 

l'AS8INO Ul'il)ER TRl: UNFlNISUEJ> AItCHI<;S, NOYKMBER 9, 

1827. 

The upper surfaces of tho arches were decorated with flags of tIlt' 
principal nations (If both hemispheres, and crowlled with spectators, who 
cheered and loudly greeted the splendid and 110\'01 proc(~s8ioll 11.8 it. passeo 
under and betwcfm the timhers of the Ctmtres which su})ported the huge 
masollry of the arches. Soe plate of New Lfm.don I1ridge, with flu! 
[pd . Mat/(fT's Pr()cession JXUsing tmtkr tlw 'Urtfini&lted arc/tes, No
vembff' 9, 1827. The workmen cheered, and the watenncn rolll other 
p~IlS connected with the river service added thoU: voices and their 
hearts ,to ~e united ShOIlt..", as the stately bnrges glided nobly through tlw 
n~ apertur~ of the centre l)l'ch. This ceremony was repeated on tht' 
fon~g~. Mayor's Day, with equal splendour, and less difficulty, af! 
mOTe 6(." , ,~entres were removed .&om beneath the arches. 
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THE Nl':W TREASURY, \VHITEHALL. 

This work of legitimate art is by Pl'ofcSllol' Soane; and it comprises, 1)1'
"ides the Treasury, the Privy COllncil Office, the Board of Trade, 'and 
lither gO\'(H1111WUt offices. Several designs were made hy Mr. Soane,but 
aflerwul'ds relinqllishml in favollr of the present huilding, about which so 
much Ims been said hoth in and out. of parliament. By way of apology 
or ddimce against thm,e who han' impugn(~d his taste, Mr. Soune says, that 
" ill every arehiteetural eompnsition, the style of tlw e.'df'1'im'detenninC8 t]ll' 
eharaeter of the i,del'i,(ff decorations: and, wllcllm'cr the application of 
this axiom is lwgl~lcted, the want. of sound judh'1llCllt and good taste in tlw 
architect will always 1)() Ilumifelited. Upon this priuciple, and with due 
regard to the character and destination of this building, the l)rivy Council 
Chamber assumes an appeuriulce uf magnificence; wllilst the other rooml>, 
as nffiees, are finished in the most liimple and suI)stantialmanner, 8uitahk· 
1.0 the character of puhlic ofiieps. The New Board Room of the Board 
of Trade owes the manlier in wlJich it hali heen finished to the same callS(' 

as ddenniued the decorations of the Pl'ivy CmlDcil Chamher, and to tll!' 
old Hoard Room, heing the identical dHlInher in which t1lP lIufiwtnnatt' 
DI1Iw of Monmonth wali hom. To pmst'fYc t1](' recollpetion of' tIti!; room, 
the New Board Room is dpcorated, hy 1\11', Soane, in the R(Une charaeter; 
and such of tlw ornaments as could lIe taken down, ana presenTed, rIO'" 
{imll thn enrichments of the new room of the Board of Trade. From 
these offices the1'{~ is It direct communication with tlll1 Board of TJ'l)8sufY, 
the Treasury Chambers, and with tIte ofiieial residence of the FirstLonl 
of the Treasury. 

THE ITALIAN OVERA HOUSE, HAYMARKET, FROM PALl. 

MALI" EAST, 

This is a joint design of Mr. Nas}) and his tasteful pupil Ml .. Rcpton. 
It is as fine a IIpecimcn of the Palladian style of architecture as any in 
London, and the difficulty of the inclined plane on which it is erected is 
overcome with the skill of a nIaster. The design is eminently tlleatriClollJ." 
and there/ore characteristic. Its arcades and colonnad(lsare necessary 
appendages to suell a building. The sculptures in the panels overtbe co
lonnade, representing the origin and progress of mllsic and d&rl.Cil1S2 arc 
executed ill terra cotta by Mr. Bubb. 
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8'1'. llRI1>E'S A n~YU,1;: 

opens to puhli(: "icw Sir Christopher Wrcn's majestic steeple of S1. 
Bride, Fleet Street. This e1mrch is 11 fllhl'ie of 6'1'cat strength and heauty, 
and fornu; one of the most striking ft'atlll'l'S of the nwtropo1is. HI' intm'ior 
is at once spac.inul', c,omrnotiions, and elegant, is olle llUndr('tl and pjpven 
fed in length, fifty-seven fect in hreaUth, and {llrty-om, in lwigllt; COIll
pose(l of a 1elty nave, cov('red with an arched cI:iling atHl two nisl!'s, 
y:cparated hdtnv by li\olid Iliers, which iiII'm pede::.:tal;; mul sllpport coupled 
columns of t.hn Doric order alloH', from the capitals of which ~pring the 
ardws "f the llan~ ail'\ln~, 

To a fire, \"hieh happened on tllC 14th of N()vmnher, 1824, we are ill
debt-ed till' the prm~l.'llt Averlul', desiglH'd hy J. ]l, Pap worth, E~(J', t.hus 
opening to "iew a structure that il' acknowlellge(l to he the c1w/ d' {tm'rt? 

of une of the mo~t eminent architects Englaml, 01' ]lerhaps Europe, PI't'!' 

produced. 

I~ON])ON OI'HTIJAl,JlHC INF'IRMAUV, &c., FINSnUU\ 

has no architectural feature beyond that (If plain utility ill its (mtin' 
composition, It i~ three storics in lwight, fu<"('d with hriel; and diYi(hl 
by string eonrs('s of Portland stone, and ("J'O\\'twd 11)' a mOllldl~d e()l'Ili<:(~, 

and hlocking course, on whieh is illSCtilH!d, "LONDON OPHTIIAI,l\llC 

INFIRMA}{Y" (see plate.) 
As 1his institution is Ii)r the elITe of persons affliete<l with incipient 

. hlindm,ss, another laudable charity lur tlwse affijct(~<l with total hlinduC'!'!' 
prc$en1.'$ itself in the 

ASYLUM FOR TIlE INJHGENT DLIND, WESTJlIlNSTlm ROAD. 

a building more commendable for utility than for its be,auty, and apparently 
designed for its patients; any (If whom would be supremely hlesscd, could 
they but see its glaring disproportions, 'rhe centrc is composed of a 
ground story of three openings, (~overcd wit.h scmi-elliptical archeI», raised 
u.ponltheir narrow diameter, and on which is raised a principa.l story of 
thr~ win(j;!-'Ws, with a fa~a.de of fimr ill-proportioned squat pilasters with 
Ionic Clo}llmnarcapitalH. See plato of the Asyl'Ul11t. fiw tile Indig(mt 
Bli1ld,WeBtminiter Road. 
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On the~n capitals is rai"ed an entahlatnre and blocking course, with lUI 

in;:;criptioll on the frieze and architrave, indicating the lJUilding to be 11 

SCHOOl. FOIt 'I'll": INDIGENT BLIND, INSTITUTlm M.DCCC.X.IX. 

SUPPORTE]) llY VOI,UN'l'ARY CONTRIBUTIONS," 

:1.1111 aho on the string courses of the principal and wing lJl1i1dillg, that 
artides manufilCtUl'(ld on the premises by the indigent blind, sueh ·1l8 lwurth 
mgf', baslwts, turnery, &c., may he Jlurchased by tlw public. 

In this praiseworthy and well C()llductl~cl estahlishment, which it ill quite 
a treat to visit, about sixty indigent personf', male and fumalc, are sup
llOrted and tanght the arts of manufilctllring haskets, mats, clotJlCs' lines, 
~ash corcis, hearth rugs, &<;., from whieh a l)ro{hwe of fi'om eight hundroo 
10 a thousand ponndR a year is generally I1TOllucetl. This institution was 
ot-iginaUy cstahli!!hed in 17H2, and tIle present erected ill 1807, and en
larged in HH9, 110 as to ttccomlliodate two hundred children. 

TIU: PKNITENl'IAUY, l\1U,{,BANK, \VESTMINSTf:R. 

The plan of tllis buildi;ng is Pl'i,neil1ally on the PmlOptiCf>n" or all-,~eeill!l 
principle of J crPmy Bentham, and was cOllst.rnc!'edfin· the purpose of 
trying the cfIcet of a sYiltcm of impt-isonment, louncled on the huma1l(~ aud 
rational prind]lles of classification, employment, and rd;mn. The pri
SOlWI'S, W110 are offenders of RceoUllm'Y turpitude, and who. arc confined 
here inRteatl of' heing transported or sent to thc hulks, a)'eth~ef;)re St'pa
TIlted into classes, are compellmi to work, and their religions and mora} 
lluhits, as well as those of industry and cleanliness, are }lroperlyattended 
to. 

'fhe external walls of this vast huilding, which resembles Ii 1brtificatioll, 
or rather Q continental f0l1ifiedehateau, filtIn au irregular octagon, CD

closing no less than ciglJtcm acres of ~'foUl)(l. This large spf!.Ci)e compre
hends several distinct though conjoined masses of building, thircentre Olle 

b()ing a le!,1111ar hexagon, and the others branching out from itsrespecth'c 
sides. By this means the governor, or O\'crscer, can at all times have the 
power of overlooking every division of the prison, from windows in the 
central part. See plate of the Penitentiary, at Millbomk, Welf",j~. 

This lllStitution is toaccommodate.t~lurhundred mule and.fnUr hlmdred 
female convict'!. It is governed by a committee nominated by the ptky 
l~<ru.Pcil, which fotIn!s1l body'oorporate, andhaat}uiiappobttdleJlt.of all ,~ 
offlcCl'!!, and the ex.~lnl:live \panagetnetltof the prison;,Tlw.pftsQl1elllh~ 
&lloweda percenta.ge on theirlabOlU'll,and" tbj} am~' ;"\'~~l 
when di~hll;rged. 'Ebe~pense of building this "ast.~a(!e_ov.ti1\,tO, 
nearly fii'l!ihundred thousand pounds. 
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NEW BETHLEM HOSPI1'Al" ST. GEORGE'S rnn,ns. 

Tbis building, which is for the (·.nre of lunatics, present'> a ii'Ollt of ex
traordinary grandeur andheauty, heing scarcely inferior in hannony of 
proportioll to George Dance's exqnisitely proportiolledhospit.a1 Ill' St. 
Luke in Old Street, with more of architectural deeoration. It is fiw 
hundred and eighty feet in lengtll, alld is composed of three principal I\nd 
two subordinate parts, namely, It noble central hniJdiug, cmbcUislwd with 
an hexastyle portico of tlle louie unler, whid. {'mbraccs only It pllrt of its 
1011gth, two side pavillions or wings, and two receding intermediate parts, 
wlliell fimn tIll' body of tlw huilding. Sec lllatc of the New lJetMe11t 
Hospital, .'-.;t. George's Field.s. 

The central building, besides it." hefilrtl-lI1entioncd Ionic portico, 11118 a 
coutinuation of its main lmiltling to an extent of three windows on each 
side (If itR onter columns. It is surmuunteu by 11 pediment, above which 
is erected a hunc\some attic, wHich serves as !l base to a cuhicular huilding 
surmounted hy a hemispherical cupola. 

In the hall, which is entered untler tIlis heautifitl Grecian portico, are 
the inimitable statues of T(willtJ auu rnelll.tu:lwly InadnC!;s, by Cihiler. 
These exquisite statues, which are quite c/,((,sl1iC8 ill their way, lonnerly 
decorated the piers of the 1)ri11c1pal gateway to the j()rmer hospital ill 
M()or.fields. 

The wjngs aud body of the Imilding are in happy accordance with the 
e\JlItral eomposition. In the!\c the patients are accoIIIlTlo<iated, and in the 
area bcliind,wlIich comprises neady twelve acres, am separate Imildings 
for offices, &c., amI enclosed !,"l'ouwls for the exercise of patients. This 
ot;tllhlishmellt contains accolllmouation fcw two hlludrtd patients, l'xdush'c 
of about sixty otherll, who are confineu for acts of l~riminality, tIle charges 
of whom are defrayed by govemment. The building cost about (inc 
}mndre.d thOUsiml! pounds, and the annual income of the institution i" 
about eigh~en thou.<;und pounds. 

THE NEW NATIONAL SCOTCH CHURCH, SWMOUTH STREET, 
GRAY'S INN ROAD, 

whereihnt spirit of the age, Rev. E. Irving, MtonisllCS and (\elight.'1 his 

c~~. . . . 
'rh~:eJ,evation,J).t Sidmoutlt. Stteet is composed of three leading parts",. 

nIllll~;'.O ,towers, over the entrances into the a,isles, and a central pa:rt' 
Sl.mJlolql~J,,':, an embattled gable, that conceals the roof,' o\'or the na,'e. 
Thcd_~,.~:rooesaed · into the thickness of the walls with clustered 
l)iU~& and' tnOuldinp;~, and dIe central Olle is fiuish<.>d hf a han~home 
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crocketml gable and finial. Plain buttresses are introduced at the anglel< 
of the building and between tlw openings which rUll up the whole 
}wig1lt. of the lofty towers, and finish with pinnacles ~rocketed up the 
angles, and elaborately carved fLUiuls. 

Ol'er each door are windows that light the aisles, and over the centre a 
six. light mullioned window, with rich tracery in the triangular part, with 
which it is fiui"hed. Over tllis is a triangular gallIc, intersecting a 
moulded string course, on which is iUl,crilled in large capitals-EcCLESIA 
SCO'l'ICA. The towers ha\'e on each of their faces handsome pointed 
Willclows,tinished with croeketed labels and finials, and the parapets are 
embattled. The architeet of this lumd80me specimen of the bea.utiful 
pointed style of our ancestors i:;; William Tile, Esq. 

SAl,Tlm'S HALT., 

in Switltin's Laue, Cannon Street, is a handsotnu and \'ory ela.borate eleva
tion, hy George Smith, Esq., the archit.ect nf 81. Paul's ~chool, and 
many other excellent civic stnwtll1'es. It 'consists of a tetrastyle portieo 
of tIle Iuuic ordm', which supports un attic that forms a hase or lle(iesta.l 
foJ' the armorial l)eal'ing!'. and !'.upportel's of' the company it belongs lu. 
Sec plate of Saite'r's Hall. The side portions of the elevation han~ 

semicircnlfl.l' headed windows, over which are tablct!'. beautifully sculp
turud with t]){~ Grecian honeY-:;;lwk]e. The huilding is prdtily situated 
in It planted garden, with dwelling llOUI'PS :U1d offices on each side. 

'J'UJ,; GUILDHALL OF TH.E CITY 01;' LONI>ON, 

tIle fi'ont of which is dC1'lignnd by the late George Dance, Eilq., t.he city 
architect. The int£lrior is ancient as high as the eornice, and the tlpp<.'f 
}lart, which was rebuilt after the fire of IAondoll, ill ahout as ugly all. UPlJer 
story and roof as ever disb"uised a heautili.t1 hall, and Hlfl c.oqlOra.tion will 
be for ever deserving of censure, till they restore the ancient groined roof, 
tllC pillars of which are absQwtely groaning for tlwir airy plP1:ners in lieu 
of tIw mountains of ma..<;onry that now defile them. This' . nne-and, ill 
spite of its roof, it is still a fine--·hall is one hUlldr('d and fifty-three feet ill 
length, fenty-eight in,hreadth, and nearly sixty in height, and win contain, 
it is said, about S(Wcn thousandpersol1s. 

The windows of the prindpal front are all pointed, whicnlias" gi"l'Il 
occasion to some writers to call the style of its archjtectureGothlc: •.. It 'i!' 
divided into three parts by i(lur 'piers, pilaaters, orbut~llSes'ilknownot 
'Inch to. call theJl.l, which are surmounted by ?ctagotiar~ihtmcl~,·The 
square parts of 'these pinnacles ttre omamente4With,~ulrtura1~~. 
tions of the city sword and ma~~ aud'th~ eeIlttal !Part wit1i tbe,~~, 
arms,i:and sUPP.Ol'tel:s of the corporation . 

.. ,'Ii 



MF!TROPOLIT AN IMPROVEMENTS. 153 

THE KINO'S ENTRANCE TO l'HF; HOUSE OF IJORDS. 

Early in 1822 Mr. Soano, the architect, was directed to prepare a 
design for the improvement of His Majesty's Entrance into the House of 
Lords; which being approved by His Majesty, the works were hegUll unrl 
carried on with such zeal and attention, dlat on tIle SOdl of January, 
1823, the carriage entrance and the royal staircase were finished as far as 
the door leading into the Pllncc's Ch;unber. During the progress of this 
work, Mr, Soane made other designs to complete the entrance from this 
staircase into the House of Lords, which having also been approved hy 
His Majesty, dlC foundations of the building were laid on the 30th of 
October, 1823; and, by coutinuing the works night and day, tllC whoIr 
was completely finished on the 1st of Fehntary, 1824. 

At the ceremony of tlHl Sovereign's opening tlte Parliament of the 
United Kingdoms, His Majesty eniers by this way. On arridllg at the 
new carriage entrance (see plates of ilw Kit/fJ"~ Entrance to tlle HOll.W! 

rtf Lords, from Pods Corner, and tlte Pm'liament Hou,ve, /'I'om Old 
Palace Yard, WesiminNter) , the 11rocessioD is iormed, His Majesty 
alights, passes along the corrielor which leads to the grand staircase, 
through the Ante Room, the Royal Gallery, and tlle J>ainted Chamber, 
into the Rohing Rpom, and thence into the House of J ... ord", whore His 
Majesty tlum takes llisplace upon the tllrone. For the better and more 
suitable accommodation of the King on these grand occasions, the floor of 
the noble apartment called til(! Painted Chambm', wherein the conferences 
between the two Houses of Parliament ru:e held, has been raised to a per
fect level, and the doorway from the Royal Gallery into the Painted 
Chamber suitably enlarged and decorated. 

The exterior of these additions to the House of I,ords are plain and 
simple !lpcciI,nell$ of the pointed style of architecture, embattled 011 tilt' 
top, and composed in a corresponding style. with tlte less recent portions 
of ilie llUilding. 

BELGRAVE CHAPEL AND THE WEST SIJ)E OF BELGRAVE SQUARL~. 

13elgrave Chapel. is a chaste and elegant design of the Ionic order by 
:M';~.~ke, a:fter the~xample of the temple on the banks of the llyssns 
at._, .'):'he cello/body of the chapel is parallelogramatic in plan, 
add .~ .• in decoration, with autre at thc angles, tlte entablature C81'

riedd~them,and a well proportioned stylobate by way of blocking 
eoumftothe cormce and of parapet to the roof, crowning the elevatioll. 

. 2 'r ' 




