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THE ABBEY OF HEISTERBAOH. 

t.ogether with the still existing. apse, which, with one intermediate bay, 

formed the choir. The peculiarity of the design may be said to have been 

its, numerous circular windows, and the height from which the chuI,'ch is 

lighted, ,principally by them. The interior must have been very fine; on 

entering by the western door, which was of five recessed orders, and sur­

mounted by a triplet of windows, the centre light being semicircular-headed, 

and the side ones pointed, the arcades, of ten arches on either side, with 

unusual v&riety in their arrangement, must have been very striking. All 

the piers were vaulting-piers, so that, except the crux, the vaulted spaces of 

the central aisle were oblong rectangles, as in Gothic; and the main arches 

were all pointed, though the pier arches into the side aisles were semi­

circular. Starting from the west, four bays first occurred, each lighted by a 

large cusred circular clerestory Willdow. Then the bay of the smaller 

transepts, then three more bays, differing only from the former in having 

their vaulting shafts carried from the grouud, (whereas the rest were sup­

ported on corbels at half the height of the piers )~and in having the' clerestory 

windows filled in with subordinate circlcs, giving the germ of tracery. 

N ext came the great transepts, cElch lighted with an immense cusped 

circular window, which must have thrown a splendidly concentrated blaze 

of light across the eastern end of the church. And, lastly, the intermediate 

bay of the choir corresponding nearly with those of the nave, (a portion of 

the circular clerestory win.dow of this appears in the photograph), and the 

semicircular apse, which completed the whole, bringing round the eye with 

its graceful curve from the one side to the other, and by the delicacy of its 

detail contrasting and giving dignity to the exceedingly simple work of the 

rest. 

'rheside aisles ~eem to have been treated in a peculiar manner; first, 

intemally was a range of niches, semicircular on plan; on the south side only 

theSeW(\~'pieroed with narrow semicircular-headed windows; on the opposite 
-:',:,;<'."'-;.:,' ':"):,<,',,;":' ,,> 

side' ~e:doisters abutted against the wall. Above, on .both sides, was a 

~e rQf~OularbuIls' eyes forming a sort of c1eres~ory, and externally 
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lookiner a if intended to Ijght a triforium, which, however, as IS vident 

from th ction, did not form part of the de ign. 

imilar but larg r niches, three parts of a circl on plan, nine in numb r, 

a1' carriE'd round th aisle of the xi ting choir ap e a chapels, formed in the 

thickn s of the outer wail. pon th in.n'er fac of thi wail a cler story i 

rais d, arcaded on the out ide, each alternat arch of which i pierced with a 

emicircular-headed window, opening into th upper part of the choir aisle. 

The roofi covering th choir ai 1 , and the thickne s of it outer wail, in 

which ar th afor aid niche chapel, below thi cler tory, give externally 

the unusual app arance of a double-ai I d ap e, though of cour e upon a 

very mall calc. 

Th tr atm nt of th choir ap it elf is v ry curiou ; an arcade of yen 

bay with emicircular archc i upported upon six pairs of slender column , 

th inner range of which r st upon a dwarf wall of divi ion between the ap e 

and its ai 1 ,whil th ba es of th outer raner are raised somewhat hierher 

than the other, 0 a to b n to ether with th m in p r pectiv , and they 

rest upon th caps of anoth r t of dwarf columns placed like tilt under 

them. An inn l' ran of column imilar to tho e blow th m take th rear 

arch s of the cl r tory, which ar tilted and run upward into the bay of 

th domical vaultinO'; over th lower out r rang f column j the clere -

tory wall, pierc d with wcircular-h ad d window ,and upported by long 

loping buttr wall (th idea f flying buttr e not haviner y t 

ccurr d), from th cl r tory wall of the ai 1 around. ] rom each of the 

upp l' rang of haft a squar dO'ed rib i carried to the top, and the 

vaulting c 11 c n rO' ~ domically, but ar curved inwar from rib t rib. 

Man inter tinO' fragm nt of mouldiner , c rv d c rbcl, and c p 

showing tb arly Tran iti nal character of tb arving, are pr r d witb 

car ; and I know fi'w P t which would w 11 repay th visit of anyone 

wh is int re t d in archit ctural or antiquarian que tion ,and v n Lhose to 

whom uch matt l' 0.1' indiff, rent would find a rich treat in the charming 

na.tural b auti f th itun.tion. 



REMAGEN AND APOLLINARISBERG. 

EMAGEN or Rheinmagen, the Rigomagum of the Romans, 

is a , mall town of about 1300 inhabitants, close to th 

right bank of the Rhine. The museums of Ma.nnl\eim and 

BOnD have b en enrich d by many obj ect of antiquarian 

inter t which were di cover d here, at the time that th 

pre ent high road was being made by the EI ctor Palatin , (176). Th 

ancient gateway to the Catholic parsonag i, howe er, the olde t relic of 

which the town can now boast. Thi ha a large emicircular arcn ur­

rounded by bold car­

vings of the ign of 

the Z diac and other 

fanciful ubj ct , the 

execution of which 

is of the character 

of the .Romanesque 

work of the eleventh 

century. The pa.ri h 

church, th ugh a 

very unpr tending 

tructure, contain 

much that i worth \ 

a careful xamma-
H , WE T WINDOW 011' CllVROU A'r HEMA6EN, 

tion. The 'na and ai Ie are exceedingly simple, and of the omane que 

style; but there i a Transitional tower at the western nd of the former, 
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which has a large circular window, the external details of which (see wood .. 

cut No. 14), and of the stringcourse which is stepped to rise over it, are quite 

different from anything that I met with elsewhere, and very beautiful, 

although open to criticism as regards the introduction of the small columns 

at the sides. 

Such touches of refinement and originality as those discernible in these 

details are what render architectural researches interesting. Too often 

village churches are but humble, or even coarse copies of those in the more 

importadt towns; it is, therefore a gratefUl surprise when a vein of true 

metal is thus unexpectedly struck, and here it is evident at a glance that 

the work, though not lID ambitious one, came direct from the hand of a 
master. Such examples doubtless were less scarce even but a short time 

since, for in numerous villages may now be seen quaint church towers rising 

above the cottage roofs, as if to invite approach; but upon cOJl:!.ing nearer 

one finds that the rest of the buildings, to which they belonged, have been 

destroyed, apd that modern barn-like looking structures have usurped their 

place. In such cases a few delicate details in the old parts that have been 

spared, give, as it were, a gauge by which one can estim~te in some degree 

the value of the lost work. 

At Remagen, the chancel, of later character than the 11:ave, is also of 

excellent' design and workmanship; the date of its erection is said to have 

been theyear' 1246. This is upon the authority of an inscription upon the 

door, which is still legible. I should not, however, have judged the building 
:',," 

to be so old, as the style of its architecture is rather Transitional than 

oomplete early ',Gothic ; but the «>mbinaiwnof ,well developed.' lllo\lldings, 

toge$er with. the use.~oftheround .ch,~ganearlyandcontilluedtO a "late 

period in .~many. " " It hasafive-eiderlpolygonal., s.psee,nd etW'obays to the e 

·,~~ardJ.a.beautmUly moul<ijd ~h&noelair<Jh.ma?ks.it$~piI.$~ ,fro~'~~ 
J:iA~~< 'l'he.vat4.1iins .. iSlIOme"'W.~m.iot1t' antl'~pIi¢a$etiior~("" 

; ;:,,';>:':-, : ',-,'; ~ ":" ;' ,:,: ',:.: ";,' ,,:<., ,"::,' ::".' -',':' " ': :;:, '-,,:. ' ,' ," ' "-:, ,:'-:' ,':':, '.': : '- :,'. >,",: :/':,'::,', '; ",:; ,';:"""".- :~ -:- ':::::.' :,::.: ':::, ':"", .":':,':.'. ,;'".:' ", .';" ::,: ;,:,: .. '., ,' ...... -, ~:' ~;",;.</::'~~\;,:::: ·5, •. ~t,,',.~·. "t.ht\.Pl'oWn,put~.t., ,&·POi;p.tbeloW' .. wi~ 
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square panels above which look like the germ of stellar-vaulting. The 

vaulting shafts are single detached and banded columns, but tripled in the 

angles of the apse. The capitals are well carved and the mouldingl' 

. throughout first rate. Externally the design is comparatively simple; each 

side of the apse is divided by a stringcourse into two nearly equal heights, 

and eaeh of these has a separate shallow sunk panel, finished by two semi­

circular arches at the top, springing from a central corbel. Pointed lancet 

windows in each of the upper panels light the chancel, and there are good 

base and cornice mouldings, which complete the design. 

The pleasure afforded by the examination of this comparatively little- · 

known church of Remagen rendered it hard to bear with equanimity the loss 

of the far more renowned ancient building- which, until lately, stood upon 

the neighbouring height of Apollinarisberg. Naturally, also, it made me 

somewhat indisposed to view with favour its untortwlate successor, to 

make room for which it was destroyed. The crypt beneath the present 

church is, however, stated to be the original one, and, if !mch bo really 

the case, it may boast of having been founded by Archbishop Bruno 

the Third. 

In the year 1121, Archbishop Frederick of Cologne built at this {'lact! 

a church, and a cell for the monks who were conn('oted with it. This 

structure was dedicated to St. Martin of Tours, wliose reputation was 

then highly venerated in the Rhineland. The manner in which St. Apol­

linaris, in the year 1164, appropriated to himself all the honours of the 

locality is related in this wise. 

. . M. de Lassaulx, who wrote before its deStruction, saya, " It is similar tathe church at Ober­

s~breisjg, and ~nt8in8 mey poouliarities, especially in its vlWlting;" he adds, "The church MId 
" 'the ' bilildjngs,tOgetber ';ithoonlliderablc eatates, are for sale;" and, ill de,ecribing Ober~ei8ig 
~~;i;,. h$~. <Itt . is '1\'(ll'thnOtico, andposael!8ell 1\ side poroh clOBCd with an Arobie arch, i. c. a 

ihi~ .. ~, ~()~ued · 'beyvDdtheb$lf circle; an aisle with niche-fonned arcades, a manner/1kOr 

~~ •• ~i~~;andfil\arattb~jmll()StBUr ~bich arepl'OtllMacoording to the I..esMan form; 

~~'~~bltlle~~ot.o¥1'bIlUding8 in this· region, · is not of me occurrence." 

H 
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Archbishop Reinald, who was of a very devout disposition, went on a 

pilgrimage to Rome, in order to collect relics. He was bringing back 

with him, as the gift of the Pope, the sainted remains of the three 

kings-Gaspar, Melchior, and BaJ.tha?..&r, whose skulls still rest in their 

gorgeous shrine in the Cathedral of Cologne. He also was carrying with 

him the body of the holy Apollinaris, but as the boat which bore him 

neared the town of Remagen, it suddenly stopped of its own accord, and 

could not by any exertions be made to proceed. The bishop then prayed 

that a further sign might be vouchsafed to him, to intimate which of the 

saints, whose holy bones he was conveying, had chosen, in this unmis­

takeable rruwnCf, that spot as a sanctuary. He proceeded to touch the 

several shrines in order, and, as soon as he came to that of Apollinaris, 

the whole of the bells of the church of St. Martin, on the hill above, began 

to ring violently, without any aid from mortal hands. The omen was of 

course accepted at Ollce, and the shrine so pointed out was landed and 

carried up in solemn procession by all the monks, and deposited in the 

church. Thither afterwards flocked the faithful from various parts, and 

the revenues of the establishment in~reased accordingly, for constant trains 

of pilgrims came and went, leaving with their faith edified, but with their 

pockets as well as their consciences relieved of all burdens. 

The holy 8{l.int,· however, after a time seems to have lost his power 

of' working miracles, for Duke William of Julich, envious of the substantial 

benefits which the fame of Apollinaris had brought to the guardia.ns of his 

relics, sought to partake of them by stealing him bodily and carrying him 

off to Dusseldorf. Possibly tbedtslocation that he $ubsequently suffered 

enervated the powers of the samt,for We read that one parlof himwM 
.~tback to Rome,. that another,~,!.fitofremoree,Was·.retUJ'Dedtothe 
sano~orhis . own se1ectio~,il>ut:;.t~t.the •• head,'.whiehca.rried .• 'wit!tit 
·&R~~Y·.·~ .. ~h~.devotion .•• Qf .. ~.· •• ~~, •.. ,~ ...... ~rerted .. t().Sie~~t;u~ •. 
l:t:iV"~tUlltil'sO.tfjCQnta •. dlie·'.""~\YWU~.2$". t'hat .. ~heANhbu~ 
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gave orders that the head should' be again placed with the mutilated 

remains, which were still preserved at Apollinarisberg. 

The present building, which is rather pretentious, was erected in the 

year 1836, and wa.s due to the piety of Count Filrstenburg Stammheim, 

who purchased the site, together with large estates, from the brothers 

Boisseree. Its design is attributable to the skill of Zwirner, the architect 

of the restoration of Cologne Cathedral. The interior, which is far superior 

to the exterior, has been elaborately decorated with fresco-paintings by 

Deyer, Milller, and Ittenbach, artists of the Dusseldorf school. As an 

early and sumptuous effort to revive that almost forgotten art, the church' 

is well worth visiting; externally neither the grouping nor the detail can 

be considered successful, for the composition selected is the least happy of 

the old German types. Even at Andernach the pairs of larger towers at 

the western, and of smaller ones at the eastern, end are objectionable; they 

are tolerable there only from the dignity arising from their scale and their 

admirable detail. At Apollinarisberg in neither case are they more than 

exaggerated pinna.cles, and there is nothing in the character of their detail 

tl> redeem them. 

Nearly opposite Remagen is the village of' U llkel nestling beneath a dark 

mountain of basalt, some spurs of which prl>trude from thH bed of the Rhine, 

rendering its navigation dangerous. In the church is ' a good font of the 

same type as those of Andernach and Sayn,-it is circular, upon a square 

~afJe, surrounded by six marble pillars, the capitals of which are worked ill 

the frieze of the font itself: 

~""",,"' __ "--~""""~,.,:_ ... : . .00:-:""".',.'. ,""': . .'.,:'!",":' ,:..,..."", .... ; __ -----0.":"" 
16.F()NT I>T PmL. 



SIN S I G. 

~~~INSIG is an old walled town, which contains about 1600 

inhabitants. In the year 12n, the Emperor Adolph 

authorized the levy of a special tax for the erection of 

.ii/S fortifications. Its name is said to have had a .Roman 

origin, ,and to have been derived from the LIltin Sentiacurn, 

which signified, in all p~obability, a camp made by one Sentius, a general 

under Augustus Cmsar. The Frankish kings built u palace here, and occa~ 

sionally inhabite<l it as late as the year 111 o. _Frederic Barbarossa had 

likewise a royal chateau at this spot at the commencement of the thirteenth 

century. Sinsig formerly belonged to the duchy of ~luliers\ having been 

~riven to William, the eighth count, by the Emperor Charles the Fourth, 

in the year 1348. The town crowns in a picturesqve manner an isolated 

hill, situated in the middle of the valley of the Ahr, at the distance of about 

a mile and a half from the, right bank of the Rhine. The Ahr, a tributary 
, ' 

of that river, is a small mountain stream, which, rising in t4e district of the 

Eifel, flows through a narrow winding ravine much celebrated for its beaut,Y. 

At Ahrweiler it emerge~ f~om these hills, and finds a tortuous way through 

a wide and richly cultivated valley. The finding of Roman remains in the 

neighbourhood might be cOIUlide~das giving weight to. .theh~storical claim 

setup in behalf of the origin of the town. There is less foundation, how­

eV'er, •. {or the tradition that ... hereth~ EmperorConstalJ,title witne$sed ••.... ~ 

~p~riti()n()f .~J~~nOUSCf()88 ··itl thes1ty, bearing the .. illsCriPtion"iJ.~i!~; 
... ~.+, · .-T.hiswas ... saU.d. tohave~enwhen'he.waiuooDhi8·ma.rch. ·tr.fa~~-i 
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Maxenti,us, so that the neighbourhood of the Tiber, rather than that of the 

Rhine, should have been selected as the scene of that marvellous occ~rrence; 

for it was unquestionably in· Italy that that memorable contest took place, 
• 

which decided the struggle between those rival emperors,· the conse-

quence of which was the establishment of the supremacy of Christianity 

over Paganism. An interesting painting of the old German scl1001, repre­

senting the above subject, is preserved in the sacristy of the church, but its 

support cannot be said to apd much weight to the local pretensions. There 

is another legend connected with the place, which cannot even adduce such 

slender evidence in its favc.ur .. This records that within the boundary of 

the old Frankish king's palace, referred to above, a l~dy of surpassing 

beauty, robed in white, with a ponderous bunch of keys attached to her 

girdle, was accustomed to wander on moonlight nights, and to« beckon all 

she met, making signs as if she were desirous of leadi~g them to some spot .. 
where treasure might be trove. Unlike" the lady in white" of Sir Walter 

Scott's romance, no ill omen was attached to her reputation, and as no 

deposition has come to hand that anyone has been found bold enough to 

break the charm that bound her, by listening to her rtlquest, she may 

yet wander there upon fine ,nights for all that need be feared, or is known 

to the contrary. 

The Empress Helena, the mother of Constantine, is said to have founded 

two churches at Sinsig, one in honour of' St. Croix, and one to St .. Maurice. 

These were doubtless destroyed during the devastating war which took 

place between the Emperor Otho and King l"hilip between the years 1198 

and 1206. The present parish· church, being of the Transitional style 

throughout, was probably erected soon afterwards, at the commencement 

of the thir:teenth century. It. ~s of small dimensions, and the plan is 

veJtyC9lfipae!t. It has m.any points of ~omparison with the contemporary 

:~~~:~£,Nel$S . and Ande~ch,andisone of the most interesting and 

c~eti;~·~plee of its style in the country. 
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The accompanying photograph gives the eastern 

view of it, which is by far the best. This shows 

the chancel, of one bay in length, with lean-to 

aisles, and five-sided apse flanked by a slender 

turret on either side. Over the crux beyond is seen 
16. PLAN 01' C¥IWH AT 811'11110. • 

Scale 100 ft. to 1 in. the octagonal tower and spire, with the transept 

and the aisle of the nave, with its two rows of windows, the upper one 

being to light the rniinnerchot, gallery. Each of' .the polygonal sides of the 

apse and of the tower is surmounted by a gable, instead of the level cornice 

used in the Romanesque style, and pointed as well as round arch~ are 

found in the fcat1,ll'cs of the exterior. The designs of the west front and 

of the transept ends are rather crowded and irregular, hut many of the 

details, an4 particularly thofole of the western doorway, are worth notice. 

The internal proportions are exceedingly happy. The nave has only 

two principal vaulted compartments, giving four af{~hes to the aisle on 

either side. The transepts and chancel have each one bay, but the latter 

has its apse in addition. The crux is well treated; it is covered by It 

circular dome divided on the face by eight roll-ribs, the diagonal ones 

being continued down with the wall-ribs following the crux arches to the 

pier impost.s, dividing ea.ch spandril into two. All the main arches of the 

va.ulting 'and crux are pointed, those of the arcades and vaultings to the 

aisle~ semicircular. The triforium openingH are like those at N cuss, and 

with their marble shafts are very beautiful. A single fan-shaped clerestory 

window is set in the broad space under ea.ch wall-rib of the vaUlting above. 

The interior is being profusely decotated in colour in aharmonioWl 

but sombre scale. Theeft'ect oftbis ' will, no , doubt, be good, and the 

~ent quite in character; . but, in .. myopinioll, the original treat~ent . . 
mu.t have been muohbrighter.a.nd 'have ' refiected~ore light. It' is com~ 

pr4'ativel,. .eaiY to ptoduee harmon,yby the.ufJe of deep' and subdued ool~, 

' :~ut&l1lllla ',. m~~hodi&by ,no,meana·., necessary; ," , Chur~h ,decoration , M~()t.l4 
: be 'b~'filldpureaswi1I, like il\e paintiugttoHtiQttof¢i:dFr,. Ang~)i~. .: 
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The church contains several objects of interest. The Holy V ogt is a 

mummy preserved in a glass case, which has had great reverence paid 

to it. It was actually taken by the French to Paris, and returned when 

they were obliged to disgorge the art-treasures they had stolen. This 

sacred relic we found thrust away very unceremoniously into a receptacle 

for rubbish. A fine old triptych with a painting of the crucifixion is 

k~pt in the sacristy; and one of the curious entombment groups, so 

frequent in Germany, is in the north aisle. It is covered by a wagon­

shaped boarded ceiling with moulded ribs, and the panels are painted blue 

with gold stars. . In the belfry there are some large bells, the inscriptions· 

on which show that they are nearly as old as the church itself. 

On the opposite side of the river to Sinsig is the village of Linz, and It 

little higher up those of Leubsdorf and Rheinbrohl, each of which possesses 

a few objects of interest. Linz formerly was a place of importance; its 

church, which stands upon an elevated site and has a slender lofty spire,,is a 

prominent object. I t contains a monument to the knights of Renneberg, 

who founded there the nunnery of St. Catherine in 1257. The church at 

Rheinbrohl has a low tower, with two gables to each face, and a cloven 

spire, similar to those of St. Gereon at Cologne. 

An important building called Tempelhof, erected by the Templars, with 

a fine church attached to it, formerly stood near the river above Sinsig, but 

it was ruthlessly destroyed some yeq.rs sinc.e. The church at Oberbreisig, 

already referred to, is another building deserving a visit. 
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~~~~~~ EIMERSHEIM is a quiet little village, lying beyond Sinsig, 

about two miles higher up the valley of the Ahr. It 

might perhaps f'lfl.1T11 to be culled a tOWIl, seeing that it is 

Fltill entered from two Rides through modest looking arched 

gateways, that have survived the defew;ive walls of which 

;hey onee formed part. The church stands in a small open spaee ill the 

Jentrc of the collection of timber-built housos, und, by a good outline and 

~ne proportions, gives to the luunlet It more important appearanee from the 

!Dain road, which passes at some distance, than upon nearer acquaintance 

would appear to be warranted. 1 ts church had been described to me as 

rJ.early identical with that of Sinsig. I certainly found that in Illany points 

~he resemblance between the two was very striking; still there is sufficient 

variation throughout to prevent the one looking like a copy of the other. 

The requirements in the two cases were essentially different, and the 

manner in which they have been met equally good. At the time they were 

built, Architecture was It living art, and the selection of the same type did 

not necessitate any slavish imitation, and the working out of various 

problems in the same style is a most interesting and instructive study. At 

Sinsig, an occasional abode ofI'Qyalty, the deposit8.ry of holy relics, and 

,resting-place of noble families,howevcer· moderate might· be .the scale of the 

cO~urclJ. proposed to be ereetedthere, it wasrequisitetha.t it-sltouidbemadc. 

q9ite.<bliouOf its.cIass, and 'Worthy in its (ieeorations and.detailQfthtls$ 





. .tieji,menbeim a .hamlet 

:,'*'. chureIl en1y -needed to be a tdtnple 
it is much the lofty and from the W@Kbml 

-the preferable one, (which the accompmying 
the sb ess of the nave· not 80 prominent. 

pie and designed, and far I crowded than that of insig. 

d«aUa throughont are simple and even rude: on th e terior ill· ldeElC1 

are au covered with rough cast; and round, pointed, and trefoiled 
_ are used indiscriminately. The nave and aisles are now cove br 

a continuous roo~ and with the central octagonal tower and piN 
pte, form almost identically the same composition as that of the 

ch of Gr08mont in Monmouthshire (see View below). t Heimer-

heim, however, this does not eem to have been the original arrangetD8J11; 

for there are evident signa that the aisles had onc lean-to roofi against 1 

clel'estory walla to the nave. een from the east, (see Illustration, p. 69), 

-t grouping is likewise good, albeit not nearly 88 fine as that at • 

T apse Heimersheim has only two stages in height, and is d oid of the 

-__ rescJUe open gallery which is 80 conspicuoua in the other example. 



RElLER. 

E L ,a few miles ~er up the vaney of the 

than eimersheim, is another walled town, with 

gate '&y. It a te1y Gothic Church, . 

to ha been built between 1245 and 1214 by ~ttfried 

boot of" P1i1Jn; but a consid~ble 

portion of it ould ppear to be of a later date. The spacioU8 D& e and 

.aisle are aU terminated by polygonal apses; those to the latter having & 

greater diameter than ~ width of the aisles, project laterally beyctnd them. 

The form fiDe triple group the eastern end. Th remainder of 

th arch, of the e&l'1ier con.atmetion, has interest .. showing how the 

J:£01D&DMq1le .&1~ir.erp.e.n.t W still ~ to, although the architectural 

thorouply • ciaed. Thus the· are in 0 



bal"VM1Iim'R at 

~ and noticed ho well their blue blouses contruted with the golden 

moh they were phering up into sheaves; e could not help 

wishing .that the ~ts in England wore .. an equally sensible and pic-
tureeq coetume. topping on our way at Bad-NttUmluJr, we tasted e 

of the water from its miberaI spring, but preferred it when qU&1ifi ith 

some' of the rosy Akf'bleicharl,. for which win~ the valley of the Ahr' very 
justly celebrated . . 



THE A B BEY 0 F L A A C H. 

HE excursion to Laacher See, which is situated at adistallce 

of about ten miles inland from .Andernach, is one of the 

most interesting that can be made from the borders of 

the Rhin£'. The volcanic difoltrict of the Eifel, in which 

the secluded site of this abbey lies, is remarkable in many 
• 

respects, and its scenery presents a character which is entirely distinct 

from that of the country around. Perhaps the most commanding view of 

the district and of the outline of its numerous hills is obtained in going 

by the route from Andernach; but this road is bleak and bare, and passing 

for the most part over a ridge, is devoid of any great beauty. The 

route from Brohl, a village some distance below Andernach, is the 

preferable, and indeed an exceedingly striking one. It follows the course 

of the valley through which the Brohlbach flows, and all along on both 

sides; bold cliffs and promontories of tufa rock protrude themselves in a 

most picturesque manner. These, which in texture resemble pumice-stone, 

are furrowed with chasms and perforated with deep caves, partly natural 

and partly the result of frequent quarryings for the valuable material of 

which they are ~omposed.The nature of the soil, which everywhere 

.exhibits a volcanic origin,appea.rs .highly favourable to vegetation, and the 

clift'sare consequently festooned . with ivy and clematia,.and the .valley is •.. 

l#~Jmt with foliage. .•... . .'. ... ... ....... .... • • .' 
. .......Oll"Ppr<>9.ChiIlg .. the· A.1)bey the rqadmoWlts the side of thehilh.!hi~ 
,~~:tl"t .·'.lake· Thes~a.re ... ¢ov~d· . with'W"oodS, .1;hrough.· •• whiC}.l,·.~H! 
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route continues, and unites with that from Andernach. . Then, climbing 

the crest, the road passes for some distance along the ridge, without 

any prospect being obtained from it by reason of the density of the wood, 

until, through an opening purposely made in it, a view is suddenly obtained. 

The deep blue waters of the lake, with the towers of the Abbey on the 

opposite side reflected ill them, thus seen unexpectedly, produce an effect 

which is not easily · forgotten. The trees, ho'Wever, soon again veil them 

from sight, and they do not re-appear until close at hand. 

The lake, which occupies the crater of an extinct volcano, is of great 

depth, a plumb line sinking 214 feet in the centre; to this, no doubt, 

is attributable the unusually dark hue of its waters. It is rather more 

than a mile and a-half in diameter, and is hemmed in, for the greater part 

of its circumference, by steep hills wooded down to the brink. There 

is no natural outlet for the overflow of the lake, which is fed by springs 

below the surface; but a subterranean drain. a quarter of a league long. 

was made for the purpose by the second abbot, Fulbertus, who died in the 

year 1177; previous to the construction of this, the. abbey was liable to 

inundations. It is a popular superstition that birds flying over the lake 

are poisoned by its exhalations; but though this is an error, 

mephitic vapours issue from the spot on the north-east side, and destroy 

any small animals which come within their influence. The whole aspect of 

the See is somewhat gloomy and forbidding, from its air of extreme solitude, 

so that it is a pleasurable relief to turn to the stately Abbey Church 

and its surrounding dwellings, which stand at a.' short distance from the 

: bank; for, although formerly they were at the edge of the' water, now 

~ee;dows surround them, except where a grove of fine trees forms It. 
. . . 

baekg:oundand shelter to the group. 

,': / ,i'~'following is the account which is given of the foundation of the 

:~"li:"~lJJ;t. iTheOn.stle ofA:ltenburg, said to have been erected in the 

;_:;,,:~t,u:rytll8.dpreviolislY8tood upon the opposite side of the lake. 
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This was occupied at the close of' the eleventh century by the Pfalzgraf 

Henry II, first Count Palatine on the Rhine, together with his wife 

Adelaide. The pair, being childless, resolved upon applying a large 

proportion of their wealth to the f(mndationof a monastery in the neigh­

bourhood. They were not able, however, to find a site that appeared to 

them sufficiently suitable, until that of the present structure was mi­

raculously pointed out to them. The manner in which this was done is 

Imid to huve happened thus :-Ono still summer evening they were standing 

together in a balcony of their castle overlooking the lake, when they 

observed that its surface was covered by flickering flames, which, fiS they 

watched them, became gradually collected toward one particular spot upon 

the opposite shore, and remained there shining with. a supernatural brilliance. 

Henry exclaimed, " See, Adelaide, how the l .. ord has thus, by a writing of 

fire, pointed out to us the place where our monastery should stand." 

Having therefore obtained the consent of the Archbishop of Treves, they 

commenced the building of the church in the year 1095. Henry also 

richly endowed the monastery, which was given to the Benedictine order, 

reserving, however, to himself and his heirs, the 8uzerrunty over it. 

His successors, Siegfrid of Luxemburg and his son, did not carry out his 

views, hut grudged the monks th<.' wealth which had thus been transferred 

t.o them from their own inheritance, and took back from them all they 

conld. Even the sight of the monastic establishment opposite to their own 

residenc~ became so hateful to them, that they pulled down their castle and 

lett the place. But in the year 1156, the Countess He Devigne, widow of 

Godfrey of Arras, who was sprung from the same family, and dwelt in . the 

neighbouring Castle of Nichendich, undertook to complete the building, and 

it was consecrated by Archbishop Hillin of T~ves, after which again 
..-

richly endowed. . In the reigns of the Emperors Conrad, it was a second 

time despoiled and impoverished. The tale of · the wrongs of the monks 

was subsequently put forward by Archbishop Arnold of Cologne, and, at his 
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solicitation, the Emperor Frederic 1. restored the possessions of til(' 

monastery, and with varied fortune it was perpetuated untH itR suppressioll 

by the French at the time of. the J{evolution. It was then sold, together 

with the lake and the surrounding woods, but a reservation was made 1lI 

favour of the church in order that it might be preserved from ruin. In 

1863 the establishment connected with it was purchased by the.Jesuits, and 

converted by them into a clerical seminary, in which capacity it is still 

maintained. 

The Abbey Church" is a pure specimen of the Homltuesque style of 

Architecture; the semi'~ircular nrch, 
~ 

without any admixture of the pointed, 

being used throughout. Though by 

no means a large building (215 feet 

by G2 f()et internnlJy, and the highest 

tower only 140 feet high), by the 

cmnpleteness of its plan, and the 
:10. PLAN' 01' TilE ClltlllCll AT LAACII.t 

& .,,11- 100 fl;. to I inch. 

fine groupings of its numerous towers, it mity rank among thetinllst and 

most characteristic examples of the Rhenish Architeeture; and ns showing 

how very great dignity of effect may he attained with but very lllodl~mt(· 

dimensions, it deserves to be well studied. 

The body of the church consists of It nave of five hays, each of which, 

unlike the usual Romanesque arrangement, is vaulted separately in all 

oblong compartment; side aisles with hays corresponding to those of the 

na.vc; square western tower and circular apse projecting from it, and 

transepts, flanked by massive circular turrets; It beautiful western cloister­

like porch, enclosing a square court,-this is one of the few examples left 

of the a.ncient parvis,-entrance from which is ob}ained to the side aisles. 

The fine gro.uping eastward of the nave consists J the crux surmounted by 

an <octa.gonal tower, well prononnced transepts and chancel, each being 

• See Boiueree, plates 25,26. ~rom l<'erguiJ8on's "History of Architectul'e." 
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raulted in a single bay, and having a circular apse projecting to the east. 

[n the re-entering angles, formed by the chancel and transepts, are two 

elender square turrets. From these access is obtained to a vaulted crypt 

which extends beneath the chancel, the floor of which is considerably 

raised and reached by a flight of steps, giving a good elevation to the altar. 

The interior of the church is, compared with the exterior, poor and 

uninteresting; and by it is evidenced the great inferiority of the arrangement 

of its vaulting to that usually ' adopted. in the Romanesque churches, which 

have the bays of the nave square on plan, answering to two of those 

of the aisles, with p~incipal and subordinate piers alternating. The want of 

the Miinnerchor' gallery or a triforium is also much felt. The general 

effect of the inside is not improved by its present livery of yellow-dab and 

occasional stripes of a raw blue. The purpose of the western apse, so 

frequent in the larger German churches, was, no doubt, to contain the 

monument of the founders of the different edifices. At Luuch it is still so 

used; the tomb erected by Abbot Theoderich (about 1295) is far more 

curious than beautiful. The effigy of Henry, clad in mautle and bat, and 

bearing in his hand a model of the church, is in wood elaborately coloured 

and gilt, but str~ngely coarse in design and execution. It rests upon all 

altar tomb, alid is covered. by a wonderful baldachino or canopy, supported 

by six attenuated marble shafts sloping inwards, above is a range of pretty 

little columns and well moulded arches running round as a frieze, over 

which is a canopy of perforatOil scroll-work of a most bizarre description, 

looking as if it were work of the eighteenth century, rather than the 

thirteenth. 

The glory of the church is its external grouping and 'the great variety 

in . the form of its towers. The principal one at the west is square on 

plan, rising telescope-fashion, above an outer casing, which is finished with 

~"'" open arcaded ~allery and a lean-to roof. I~ is itself termin:a.tedby 

. pediments, and a fom-sided spire with diamond-sh"ped faces. 'fhecircula,r 
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t1JrretB wWcb. ftank. it are at the cornice formed into octagon' on arohe 

epr1u.giDg corbels, and have 10 octagonal pires. Th eutem ~upoht 

over the ~ is covered by a larger octagon tower and pire of good 

proportion, and its flanking turrets are sq~ with pyramidal roofs, 0 

that almost ery variety of tower termination ~ he~ represented. 

.All other features of the tyl are also conspicuously displayed, 

such as the continuous eaves-line with bold cornice nriched by cable and 

billet mouidings, and supported on arched corbel course, hich, with the 
• narrow pilaster strips that form the only approaCh to buttre in the 

building, space out the walls into shallow sunk panels; the effi au n 

arcades of the' ternal galleries with their coupled lender shafts, an 

single columns set in the middle of the wall to bear the arches of the 

belfry ,openings. The ame stern criticism which is applied to modern 

works might inquir the purpose of 

all this picturesque array of towers, 

into anyone of which might be 

packed more than all the bells 

which could possibly be required; 

but in thoae days, particularly among 

the Benedictine fraternity, ucb fea­

tures were not reduced to the mini­

mum for which practical eCQDolllY 

might allow that a uflicient reason 

,..m.ng of the capitals to 

:_I: .• A!_Il:;d~n~ ~ the arch­

.~_lP.l~H.Witlit a e,.lth 
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years since injured by fire, but it has been since very well restored, 

although such of the carved work as it was necessary to renew betrays 

the far less vigorous Illodern handling. 

The monastic buildings have been all rebuilt at a comparatively late 

date, and are devoid of interest. In former days the monks were greatly 

celebrated for their learning and hospitality, and their provision for the 

reception of strangers and the poor was upon an extensive scale. They 

possessed a well-filled library and a number of good pictures, which have, 

however~ been dispersed. Possibly the good character they bore may 

have been partly duc to the wholesome effect of a local tradition that a 

former monastic cl:ltablishmcllt Was overwhelmed by, and still exists beneath, 

the waters of the lake; the catastrophe having been the penalty of the 

wickedness of its mon~s and their systematie disregard of all the rules 

of their order. 

In the gardens of the seminary is still preserved a small Romanesque 

chapel with a low western tower of two stages in height, finished by 

pediments and spire. This building is of remarkably good proportion, but 

very small, and its details are far richer and more highly studied thaI). 

those of .the abbey. It.was probably the private chapel of the monastery, 

and as such made a bijou of architecture. It is so surrounded with trees 

that it was found impossible to obtain a satisfactory photograph, and 

my time was too limited to enable me to take measured drawings of it, 

as I much wished, to do. I hopl'~hat some one else who may follow 

me may be induced to publish it, as it struck me as being a perfect 

example of the style, and a good model for the treatD;\ent of so small a 

building. Every facility would no doubt be afforded by the present occu­

pants of the establishmentt as it was granted with the utmost courtesy to 

myself and my companions. 
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~~~===~;., HE choice of this place as a Roman camp, and the erection 

there of a castle by Drwms in the time of Augustus 

Cresar, gave it prominence at an early date. In the 

year 359, under the Emperor .Juliallus, it was considered 

a town of note and called Antunnac,"ltrn. About ;'62, 

Venantins Fortunatus, writing of it under the name of Antonmwen8i~ Castelli, 

mentions It palace of the Austrasian kings, with a tower close to the 

Rhine, from the windows l)f which they could fish, or at any rate, 

" in arce 8edens," watch the operation. Throughout the middle-ages it was 

a plaec of importance, as is testified to this day by numerous architectural 

remaiJls. In modern times it!; condition has been far humbler, but this 

has tended to the preservation of the objects of antiquity and interest 

within it; and it will he fortunnt(~ f<w these, if the spirit of improvement 

should still longer postpone:: its advent among them. As in so many 

other cases, the war between Oth~l and Philip (1199) seems to have 

oblitera.ted almost all work previous to that date, ' and the greater part 

01 the noble parish church· was built afterwards in the Transitional style. 

Unquestionably, however, considerable portions of' its eastern end, particu­

larly of the towers which flank the apse, are pure Romanesque, and, no 

doubt, formed part of the older church, which is known to have been 

punt about the year 908. 

~, Boilileree, platel\ 44 to 48, and King's" Study Book." vol. ii. plates 8 and 9. 
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ith the above exception, the entire building is an e cellent example 

of the early Transitional style of the commencement of the 18th century. 

Th pointed arch i u ed for the main arch and vaulting of the nave, 

but not elsewhere in the interior, 88 at N eu and Sinsig; but it is more 

fr~ely used externally, particularly in the we tern towers. 

The be t view of the exterior is that which i hoWD in the &eCom-

panying woodcut. The general oompoaitioo is, it m1l8t be confeseed, 

an unfortunate one, al hich very frequen Y 
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table were turned, over again, it could not ~tand level. In the church 

at And8rnach, seen from the eastern point of view,- the smaller toWtlt 

being the nearer, appear, in perspective, 80 nearly the size of the others, 

that jt seems to have been merely by an error that they are not quite so. 

From the' western end, as seen in the engraving, they are, on the contrary, 

80 diminished by distance, 88 not seriously to detract from, but rather to 

enhance by contrast, the .two principal towers, and thu some sort of 

'proportion is established. There is a very great similarity between the e 

noble tower and those in the same position at Ijimburg Cathedral, 

(see the photographic view). Their form, proportion, and arrangement of 

. belfry windows are ' almost identical, but there is great variety in their 

minor detail; even the two tower in the same church differ widely Ul 

these, as if to show the wealth of design of which the style wa capable. 

The distinguishing feature in the Andernach exam~le is th> small arcade 

running like an enriched frieze under the gables. 

The plan of the church is very compact. There are three vaulted 

compartment to the na.ve, eaCh comprising two of tho e of the side ai les. 

Thus, on each side there are six arche which 

are emicircular, upon low plain square piers. 

The galleries above have, corresponding with 

each arch below, two maller semicircular op n­

ings, with coupled bearing shafts, and edge 

hafts of black marble in the jambs. Triple 

• 

23. PLU O~ C1lU&CK 't DII1U .... 08. 

Scale 1 ()O !'t. to 1 In. 

engaged shafts, divided by pier edges, forming a Jlla$sive group, rise from 

ground to the vaulting at the alternate principal pier , and there are tw 

..ucirwlar-headed separate windows in the broad clerestory pace above. 

tNatment or the w tern ~nd internally i fine, t11e galleries being 

lofty arches through the towers, and in front of the 



70 A NDJjJBNAOH. 

ne chancel bas but one bay and the semicircular apse beyond. Tbia 
apse xtemally deserves special notice, being one of the best of it class ; 

• 
'4. FROII ANIC J.T A DIC .. J.cu. 

the principal stage bas a re­

ce sed arcade of even arches 

decorated with a bold roll 

moulding, resting on columns 

which are much after the Co­

rinthian type in proportion and 

treatment of capi~. The open 

gallery above bas, over each of 

these, a group of four detached 

columns set round a square pier 

placed diagonally, and between 

these are two semicircular arch-

d openings on a pair of shafts 

coupled in the direction of the 

axis of the apse: below is the 

ordinary taL let band, but un ally plain, and above, a cornice which, for 

boldne of projection and richness of detail, exceeds any example, even of 

t at. ologne. 

he tympanum of the roof of the choir appears over the conical roof of 

and . well filled by five arched . ches, two of which are pierCed 

windo openings, but t e centre and outside ones' e freeco 

pau~tUliP in them, hioh are extremely intereeting. These the 
I . 
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ould show to great advantage from the play of the reflections which i 

ea.UJed by the curvature of the surface. 

The church P088e88eS a. few objects of interest. There i an admirable 

font of a. type common enough in this part of the country. One of these 

is at Unkel on the Rhine ( e woodcut o. 15), another at Carden on th 

Moselle, and a. third exists at ayn, together with a fountain (se woodcut 

o. 29), designed much upon the same principle. In these a large circular 

bowl, resting on a moulded base, is surmounted by a well-carved he onal 

frieze, the six angles of which, where they project over the part below are 

supported by black marble shafts, the capitals of which are merged into th 

carving of the frieze. In the treatment of the details of the e ral . . 
examples there is a considerable amount of pleasing variety. 

One of the frequent , and curious entombment groups is here very 

picturesquely placed beneath the gallery under the north-western tower. 

Two life- ized figures, said to represent Joseph of rimathea and' 

icodemus, dre88ed in quaint old German costume, are lowering th 

emaciated figure of our Lord into a Gothic altar-tomb, and behind it are 

ranged five mourners, including the Virgin and St. John. The light &om 
• a side window falls upon the group, bringing it out vividly from th gloom 

around, and giving to it quite a weird effect. One i remind d by it of 

"the Christ of Andernach,"-the miraculous figure, which, according to 

the legend 80 pleasantly told by Longfellow in "Hyperion," u ed to tenant 

• niche in the town and come down at night to do acts of grace for th 

itaats; that one ~und his roof mended, and anoth r h' work 

lor him.. and once, during a wild tonny night, a poor ho 1 

... __ ~, with a babe in her arms, was tenderly comforted and miniatered 

~ to her like the Saviour on tJte ell-known crucifix. 

thereiJre, as if that ~ figure w here being 

)lIreI1eDt .. was teo sceptical to aUOW' of e longer 
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At the low r xtr mity of the town the picture que watch-tower, a view 

of which form th frontispiece of thi work, is connect d with, and ri e 

aboy the ancient wall of th town. It was built about the year 1520, 

by consent of the Archbishop Hermann of ologne. It ri es as a circular 

to"Wi r, of nearly fifty feet in diam t r, to the height of about eighty feet. The 

wall of thi portion i twelve feet thick, within which is a staircase 

1 ading to the everal vaulted chambe;s. There are three stages of 

tb in th circular part, and tw in the ctangular tower, which is built 

above. This is nearly fifty fe t hi h to the cornice, and it walls are 

four feet thic ; it ha a stone ro f, or rather a low pire, with dormers 

2:;. TAIR AIlE 1,11 RAT1HJAU8 AT AtlDlIHNA.CH. 

on each face, and an ext rnal stairca e with 
• 

a abled t n roof. The entir height of 

the tructure from th ground to the point 

of th pire i upward of 150 feet. 

A little further down by the side of 

tbe riv 1', i th crane, built in 1554. Thi 

is a low circular tow r of ma onry, with 

an arched c rbel cours a a cornice, ur­

mounted by a ort of panell d attic, whi~h 
show th fe linn- for th R nais ance then 

coming into vogue; above thi projects th 

cran itself from the conical roof, the whole 

orm an int re ting example of the pictur­

qu treatment of a very utilitarian object. 

III thc centre of tbe town, is the Rath-

hau or town ball, a circular stone staircas 

in which is shown by the accoropanyin woodcut. Formerly almost every 

h u po ssed a oroewhat similar one ither of stone, or oak. A Jew's 

bath, consi ting f a well with a flight of teps le~g down to tbe water, 

1 till pre erved within thi building. The wom n of the Jewish families 
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are required at time to bathe in water which has flowed and n t been 

pumped or poured; hence this provi ion in thi and othet town. Proce ding 

towards the Coblenz gate, in the prin ipal 

street on the right-hand ide, is the lofty and 

well-proportioned Franci can church, erect d 

between 1414-63. It i a plain, but favour- 26. PLAN 0 FIUNOlllOAN CHuuon, 

able specimen of German othic, consi tinIY of ANDTilltNAOIJ. Sce.J.e 100 ft. to 1 in. 

a nave with but one ai Ie and the chancel. A littl further on th left-hand 

sid i a good man ion of the Count of L y n, in the styl of the R nai -

ance' and attached to the fortifications by th 

archiepi copal palace. Tbi till po es e many IYO d othic detail, u h 

a the arch d corb I cour beneath the parapet, and a pI' tty balc ny v I' 

the ntrance gat way, togeth I' vith two tately ~owers, n circular and 

the other squar , with picture qu ly orb 11 d turr t at th umrnit. TIlcr I 

ar al 0 many valuable r main of dome tic architectur 'catter d about the 

town, but th yare fa t fallin into decay, and it i hardly to be 'xpccted 

that they n be much longer I ft a th y ar . t PI''' ent, howey 1', 

there doe n teem to be any grea·t d mand f l' n w r hou ' ill nd l'lla h, 

though a larg gap in it has lat ly b n mad to allow of th r ction of a 

hug barrack-like seho 1 building. With tbi inIYI exc pti n, it seem quit 

a city of th past. ut id the wall ', at the distanc of about half a mile, 

i a public lunatic a ylnm, 1''' fool -hou ," a' it purpo e was om what 

too lit rally tran lated for me by a rman fri nd. This wa formerly 

the Abbey of t. Thoma, a c nvcnt for ladies. ]u its round i a small 

Romanesqu chap I, lately re tored; it xtr m implicity and diminutiv" 

ize for an ancient xample give it e pecial intere t. It is mer 1y a 

parallcloQ'l'am, without chancel or any pr~j ction, url'ound'd by a r cc d 

arcade with a good doorway, and a few micircular headed windowH 

in the pands; it has a plain barr I Roman vault 'd 1'0 f, with tran vel'S I 

vaulting cells not reaching to the crown. 

L 
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raised and partitioned abbot's seat in the centre of the eastern end. It is 

lighted by a huge circular window, surrounded by deep and rich mouldings, 

over the abbot's Heat, and a semicircular window on either side, as well as 

hy the two light openings into the cloister opposite. The original tessellated 

tile pavement also is still preserved. The cloister has richly clustered piers 

and moulded transverse arches, ribless diagonal groins and domical vaulting. 

Each bay has an arcade of four arches opening into the court resting on 

single and coupled columns alternately, and above are quatrefoil openings 

which show the germ of tracery. From the central bay of the south side of 

the cloister is a lavatory pl'Oj~r.tlng int.o the courtyard, with a singular stone 

fountain with a bronze pipe and tap, representing the head and neck of 

a swan. (See Illustration on next page). 

It will be seen, by the above description, that these abbey buildings are of 

a character too precious to be lost; indeed in many points they are absolutely 

unique; the state of desecration, however,into whieh they have fallen is 

pitiable in the extreme, and the obligation under which they were sold 

is not carried out as it should be. The church is turned into a cowstable, 

and the sacristy into loose boxes for cattle, and I was forced to stand 

ankle deep in saturated straw to measure and sketch its exquisite details; 

the chapter-house and its a~iuncts are used for the making of wine, and 

storage of casks; and the cloister court is a wilderness of weeds. The 

comparatively modern and commodious house attached to these remains 

is occupied as a farm. It must be thankfully owned that access to all parts 

was most liberally and courteously accorded by the tenant at the time of our 

visit, and any remuneration was declined even by his servants. It is not 

. easy to see how the8ta.te of things .8.$ deecribedis to be avoided, unless the 

delltination of the structure couldbeal~red; surely farm buildings might 

· Peoonatructed elsewhere, . andthiimost valuable ecclesiastical monument ·· 

~aeuedfrom desecration, andapplied' to somepr~iealand useful pur~, 
I)OtUlectedwitheducation. In olden dAys themcmastery bore a hia'h!'$Uta-
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tion, and rivalled that of Laach on the opposite side of the Rhine; sometimes 

this rivalry ran high, and the ownership of properties was disputed between 

them. One such altercation is recorded, which was referred to the arbitration 

of the Count of Isenburg. The two abbots, who, each attended by four 

monks, had met to plead before him the cause of their respective convents, 

as the umpire delayed his coming, occupied the time il! discussing the subject 

of dispute, together with some of the generous wine produced in the 

neighbourhood. Having disposed of no few convivial eups, the rival dignita­

ries began to ply the bottles in other fnshion, nnd broke a few of them upon 

each others' hends; and the encounter becoming general, the Laudl party 

were overpowered and forced to beat a retreat; but, meeting the eount on 

their way, they were made to return, and, with their opponents, listen to n 

lay homily on the subject of brotherly char~ty nnd meekness. The anecdote 

throws a light upon the relations which existed in those days between the 

nobility and monastic establlshments. Several monuments to the Counts of 

Isenburg and Wied, (particularly the sarcophagus of Valentine of' lsenburg, 

who was for ten years Elector of Cologne), are to be seen ill the church, 

and these also are an evidence of the intimate union which the inhabitants of 

the castles maintained with the abbeys, founded at the outset, but after­

wards pillaged or protected by them, according to circumstances. 

28. FOtllfTAm AT RoPJtSDOBS. 
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~=~=~ HE rum of the old ca tIe of ayn crown a hill which 

projects from the ridge that t tche from opposite An­

rlernacb to Ehrenbreitest in, at the ntrance of th narrow 

and winding ,valley through which th aynbach flows. . t 

th upper end of this ravin mnds the ca tIe of th 

Counts of I enburg, and from it the owner of that tronghold ar aid to 

hav been in the habit of issuing, in order to attaok and plunder merchants 

pa sing up and down th Rhin ; but it would eem as if, from the manner 

in which th ca tIe of ayn ommanded th pass, that its lord mu t at lea t 

have c nniv d at, if th y did not join in th e predatory excur ion. or 

would it, in those days, have b n held any great tain on th ir nobility if 

they had done o. Their on cienc s, such a they were, were easily 

ati fleil', or, what wa mol' to th purpo ,the remon trances of th clerical 

keepers of th m were hu hed by liberal tithes of the booty. 

fn th el v nth c ntury the ount of ayn were m n of mark and 

influ nc. Fr deric, the :fir t of hi lin, built the ca tIe, after hi return 

from war in pain against the Moor ; and his ucce or found d an 

ugu tin abb y in th n ighbow·hood. Of this establishment th present 

old church f ayn, and th adjacent buildings, are no doubt the sole 

remnants. They certainly can now hardly a pir to the dignity of an 

abbatial structure, but, nev rtheles , they pre ent many points of consider­

able interest. They are situated in a very secludea ravine behind the castle 
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. 
of Sayn, beyond the village of that name, and on the' other lde of the hill 

from that which overlooks the valley alr ';idy described. 

In front of the church stands the pretty fountain, (. e woodcut No. 2~), 

which much resembles that at Heisterbach. Indeed the two ar almo t 

identical to the toP. of the .lower ba in, the main difference betwe n them 
, f 

29, FOUN'I'AJ IN FROllT OF SAlN CllUlwn. 

1S m the upper one, which at Heisterbach i hallower, more spreading, 

'fluted on the underside, and supported on six small shafts r~nd a central 

one, all being without capitals or ba es. The two fountains form pleasing 

varieties of the same ty e; th ir material i dark ~ime tone, and no doubt 

they originally occupied a similiar position in the centre of the cloister 

court of their respective abbeys. 
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The church i a curiou antiquarian puzzle, exhibiting, In part, very 

simple Romanesque treat-

ment, overlaid with Transi­

tional work of very early 

English character, while the 
30. PLAN OF CnultOu AT BAYN. Seal 100 ft. to 1 in. heptagollal termination to the 

choir is in the Gothic tyle. A it stand at present, the church is exceedingly 

long and narrow, con i tin of an aisleless nave, of four square compartment, 

crn and outh tran pt, two obI nO' int rm diate bays to the chancel, and ' 

heptagonal ap e at the end. Proj cting from the north s'ide i a mall tower, 

which appear to have be n built at a late period, in imitation of Roman-

que, and probably in it ar u d d tail from an older one in that style. 

ppar ntly th r have b en a north aisl and transept, as there i a fine range 

f Tran itional clerc tory wind w , in erted into th Romane que walls of 

th nav on that ide, and there a1' wall d up ·micircular pier a1'che below, 

and the sign. f a north tran ept arch from the crux. n the south side the 

cler story windows ar large seven-foiled emicircl ,under which, rno t pro­

bably, abutt d Il. lean-to ro fed cl ist r. Th crux, which hl1 a plain dornical 

vault, and th traus pt, which ha emici1'cular groin roll-ribbed, were built • 

ill 1202; th bay of th ua ne~ t the rux, v ulted in lik ma~er, would 

m to b of the ame dat ; th three we tern bays hay no vaulting, but 

ho.v corb I pr par d to r c iv it. The date of th choir i about 1400. 

The w tend hn. a good Tran. iti nal doorway, with two lanc t window 

and an 0 to-fi il d cirel ov r it. Th e and th cler tory window are 

d cOl'll.ted with colour, which eems a if it wa a restoration of old work and 

iut rnalty ar many fragment of fr c -painting which hav been partly 

r tor d; ther i an xc Hen f, nt of lim ton with black marble columns, 

aft r th am typ a that at U nkel (see woodcut o. 15), and similar in 

character to th fountain out id. Beyond the church, at the eastern end, 

i an octagonal unk op n w il, with a ton ben,ch round it, and a little 

furth r, a tou('-roofed w 11 with a pointed arch d opening. 



A YN AND BENDORF. 81 

BENDORF i a small town near ayn, on the rond to Coblenz, containing 

about 8000 inhabitant. It po sesses a valuable &.D.d int re ting pari h 

church, whose succe ive addition and transformations form 1:1. curiou tlldy. 

Th . original building, which is now used by the Lutheran Prot tant, i 

a imple strllcture of nearly pur Roman que architecture, with two qual' 

vaulted compartments to th nav, and four to the ai les, a chancel of one bay, 

with a emicircular ap e beyond. n ither sid of the chancel the ai Ie is 

continued and a square tower i carried up 

over it on th south. The whole of the 

details of thi original church are e ' C llent, 

both within and without. 0 thi building, 

which is a compact on and complete in its If; 
a ubsequent addition wa made in mol' 

31. PLJoN Oll' CUUJtOIl JoT B£NDOUlI' . 

Scale tOO ft. to 1 in. 

advanc d Tran itional work of a richer de cripti n. Thi, which wa an 

entirely independent chapel, may b aid to take the form of a tran ept, of 

one bay on the floor line. It ha a:fin w stem ntrance d ol'way and mall 

chanc 1, with semicircular ap idal end to the en t, cov red by an xt nsion of 

the roof of the tran ept. It ha al 0 two quare turrets at its uthern 

• angles, while northward, above the aisl of the original church, i a gallery, 

the detail of which i particularly elaborate and £ne. Thi uallcry add 

as it w re another compartment to the church on th upp r lev 1. 

Southward of and open to this later chapel is carried a large modern 

structure, us d as the Catholic church of th town. The e veral buildings 

form a mo t peculiar and pictur qu group; but the ambition of th rival 

congregation put the original work into great peril, and it ha ufE red not 

a little all' ady. I have visited Bendorf two or thre times within the la t 

five years, and since the first occasion the Prot tant have, I fear, seriously 

tampered with the roof and raised the walls of the original nave; whilst the 

Roman Ca.tholics have a.dded. another huge addition, at the southern n~ to 

the rectangular modern church, which then alone projected beyond the 

M 
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Tran itional chapel; and when I wa last there the eastern wall of thi had 

be n thr wn down in order to add an aisl to that sid ; and wbat the 
~ 

structur may ultimately come to it is impo ible to predict, if each 

den mination continu to add on block on either side a if they ~ re 

playing at domino . 

Th church at allendar, Vallum Romanorum, occupie a spl·ndid ite 

neat· the Rhin , on the road to oblenz from Bendorf. M. Las aul p ak 

of it a a ba ilica with a crypt, with ad<lition of tb fifteenth century; 

lmfortunat Iy, inc h wrote, all but th tower, which i a very legant 

OllC, after th usual rman type, but with othic de't~ls, has b 'en d troy ed, 

and a huge roocl l'n' build in , likp. fI, a nnctory, hru taken th place f that 

de crib d by him. From th hill n which it tand th fortr s of Ehren~ 

breitst in and the city of bl uz, with th conflu nce of the 1 hine and th 
Mo ,n , form a fin a panoramic view a it i. po ibl t find ven in tbi.' 

heautiful c untry. 

32. ROllA £8QUlI DOMBSTIO WnI'DOw. 



CO BLENZ. 

OBLENZ from very early day wa a plac of con ider­

abl importance, resulting from it po ition at the con­

£luenc of the Rhine and th M 11, to the Latin word 

for which, corifluentia, it ow its name. 

n of Dru u ' fifty ca tIes wa built h re about 

nrn year beforo Chri t, upon th ite call d Altm> HoJ, and Ant ninus in 

hi "Itinerarium" p aks of the plac as having then a population of about 

" 1000; mol' or les." The Frnnk kin po ess d a: palac at thi spot, 

and the G rmnn emperor, in later tim ,oft n vi ited, and occa ionally 

resid d at Cobl nz. It popula.tion se m , h wever, to hav decrea ed, for 

in the year 1366 there were only 65 citizens. , The pace it ccupi d durin 

th middle ag s wa very limited in comparison with what it is now, a fact 

evidenced by the old wall, fragm nts of which stand quit in th heart of 

the present town. The promontory upon which t. a tor's Church i 

situated was, fit that remote p riod, an i land beyond the walls; and occupied 

solely by its 'mona tic e tabli hment. 

Few towns posse a:fin l' or more commanding ite thnn oblenz, and 

the view obtained in approaching it from ologne i carcely to be 

rivalled. Opposite, on the left, i the noble cliff of Ehrenbreitsteiu covered 

with its fortifications, and the ' ridge of hills, of which it forms part, 

stretches onward until it is lost to SIght. The H und rlick mountains 
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make the background, and the Rhine and Moselle with their picturesque 

bridge form the foreground of the pictur , in the centre of which is set 

the fair city it elf with it group of spires. And yet it must have looked 

far finer before the present barrack-like hotel facing the Rhine had dis­

placed tb buildings which previously existed there, for th~y, no doubt, 

were at lea t a picture que as thos that still occupy a imilar position in 

ther town of Ie importanc. 

The ecclesiastical tablishments at Coblenz were numerous; of those 

that remain the mo t descrving of notice are the two co~egiate chwche , 

't. Castor'and t. Florian, th Liebfrauenlcirche or parochial church of Notre 

ame, and that d dicated to t. J hn, which b longs to the Je uit . 

THE HUHOH F T. AS'f'OR is its Ide t and fine t monument in the 

town. rchbi hop H~tti is aid to have founded it in the year 836, in 

the reign of L wi th Ii u , but it was injured by fir in the leventb 

century, and Provost Bruno built a n w choir in the lat r . part of th 

twelfth. It wa within the walls of thi building that, after the d ' ath of 

Charlemagne, h' igned the deed of the partition of th empir among 

them. Th church was, no doubt, nearly de troyed when the town 

wa burnt in the war b twe n Philip and tho (1199), for the nav and 

transept w re built by Archbi 'bop J olm, and con crated in 1208. The 

nav' wa vaulted in the lat othic tyle in 149 , and work , of restoration 

wet . . ecuted in 17 5, after the structure had. sustain d injuri s by a 

fl d, tt.nd again in 1 30 under th direction of th architect La lSaulx. 

11 tho e num rou changes have rcnder d'it a curious antiquarian problem. 

m . d ·tail of th we tern front, such a. the capitals to the pila t 'rs, 

appe&i: to of th o~ chqrch of the ninth century reused, and 

during on of the Romane que rebuilding, ea.rlier walls weI' simply 

recas d, 8.8 is evident from the thickness of the walls and a doorway 

which is now 'rob dd d in the entre of the wall of the south a.i Ie. 
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The plan .consist of a nave and ingle-storied aisl of five bay, cru ', 

and transepts, flush with the aisle , chancel of one quare bay with emi­

circular 'apse beyond, and turrets at the r -entering angJe. Ther a1' 

al 0 two western tower with a circular tair­

ca turret attached to the out id of each, 

and a porch between them. From the arrange­

ment of the nave piers, which are all alik 

quare with attached column on each face, it 

doe not appear that the usual Romane que 

arrangement of making one bay of the nave correspond with two of th 

aisles was ever intended; with thi diffl renee the detail of thi part 

ar extremely like those of St. Andrew' Church at ologn, which " ample 

the church al 0 res mbles in having no Miinnerclwr, to the great advantag 

of the aisles. Th effect of the interior is remarkable for implicity and 

breadth, and the prop rtion, particularly in th,e chanc I, are very 

satisfactory. 

The we t £i'ont, of which a photograph i gIven, 1 conspicuou for 

its pair of towers and spires of the common erman oman que typ , 

e 'ceedingly well but simply treated; the gable are mol' than ordinarily 

acut , and th pires con qu ntly lofty. Th defect of th f~ad i the 

narrow space and mean treatment of the pace between th tow l' ; it ha 

no preten ion of being th original one, as previously to M. Las aulx' 

restoration there wa ' a modern porch of noude crip~ character. Had thi 

portion been tr at d like it is at Anderno.ch or Limburg, or even a th 

churche of N tr ame and ~. Florian evidently w re before they w re 

tampered with, the whole would ho.v b n -very beautiful. 

The general exterior composition re embles that of ndernach in having 

four towers, the astern pair being maIler than the others. The e a1' 

se n in the photograph of the ell. tern nd facing the riv r, toO'ether with 

• From King' " tudy "Rook." vol. ii. plAte , 
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th fine Romanesque apse, which wa. built in th latter half of the twelfth 

. century, round the simpler inner one, making th,e .wall so doubled n arly 

eight £ et thick. The details of the capital and the two anima1s which 

upport the two central columns of the principal stage, xhibit a decidedly 

Lombard character. The lower columns, separating the seven trefoiled 

arch d panels, are engaged, tho e above are detached, alternately of blue 

and red stone, and support 's micircular arches; the usual open gallery 

abov has an oblong pier over each of the column b low, and groups of 

thl' arch upon dark limestone shafts betwe n. The cornice is poor 

compared with th r xamples, and con i t of si~ply a large bowtell 

moulding. 

Th church OSt:ies e several monument and objects of interest, 

particularly the two canopi d altar-tombs, placed one on ach side of 

th qual' bay of the choir. That on the righ~ is to Werner of Konig tein, 

hut of the two the b tter is that in th' I' ces on the left, to the ambitious 

uno of Falken t in, rchbi hop of Tr8ves, who died in 13. n th 

wall at the back f the effigy, under th canopy, i a painting -of the 

eru ifixion, of very good character, upon a tamp d gold ground; it is · 

aW.'ibuted to th old erman master, William of ologne. The monument 

thu combine both culptur and painting in connection with architecture, 

in a mann r imilar to that so fr quently found in Italy, but 0 rare on 

thi ide of th Alp, that this example i almo t unique. The carving 

throua-hout th interior.i paringly but well applied, and admirable in 

'x eution; the moulding al 0 and the spur to th ba es ar of th be t 

typ , and will repay a car ful study. 

THE LrEBl<'R UENKIU nE, OR C...JlLUllCn OF NOTRE DAME, i al 0 worthy 

of very gr at attention, for though less homogeneou than the la t example, 

its Roman qu portions arc more thoroua-hly G rman in their character. 

It is the olde t parish hurch and lay within the old castle grounds; it 

was built under Archbi hop Arnold, who died in 1259. 
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The church consist of two we tern towers placed furtb r apart, and 

having a far finer porch between them than at t. a tor; a nav and 

tWo toried aisle of five bay ; a :fine inter­

mediate compartment of two bay before the 

chancel,-11 peculiarly G rman £ ature. Thi 

has two storied ai Ie likewi e, but th yare 

of higher el vation, and ther i a (iothic 34. 

chancel with . aisle of tbr e bays, with poly-

CllUll J{ Oll' OTJUl DAME, CODLE ~. 

Scale 100 ft. to 1 in. 

gonal ap s beyond, which was b gun in 1404. The arrang m ut at tb 

w tern end is particularly g d and characteri tic, the Miinnel'c1wr is 

carri d acro s the nave as a O'allery upon thre arche, and a hi her O'allel' 

,till, abov the porch, is open to the nav by a lofty ar h. This is fill d 

with the organ, over which is an int rpolated four-light trac ri d thi 

wjndow. Th l' are no vaulting hafts rising from th flo r t r c iv th 

nav vaulting, except tho in the angle formed by tb l' P nd aud th 

large archway which divides the nav fi'om the interm diat c m artm nt, 

but fine corbels over ev ry altcrnate pier, ounting we tward from th 

project from th cary d tringcour abov th lJfiinnerchor, and tak. 

enO'aged column, int nded to receiv Roman que vaultin , but to wbi ·h 

late Gothic tellar-vaultinO' ha be n cleverly adapt d. Th pi r arch 

ar , a usual, plain almo t t baldne , but th· Miinnerchor opening. ar 

decorated with an dO' -roll and black marbl n ok haft ; a olid tablet­

band ornamented with small haft and O'ood carv d moulding is cn.rri d 

a a parapet to both th we tern galleries aud through the Mannerchor 

arche. The appr ach to this upp'r storey is by tairca e ri ht and 1 ft 

in the va t thickn of the wall betw n the porch and the nave. 

The intermediate compartment i worthy of notic. Th leI' tory, 

though imple, having only a bold cornic and two semicircular h I1d d 

window, i excell nt both in prol rti n and detail. lnt rnally the 

opening to it upper torey are curiously treated; they consi t of two 

pa.irs of small arches with a pier dividin th In th b armO' shaft. of 
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which ar cut away, and their capitals above rest upon emicircular arches 

thrown from the re ponds to the pier. These arch s ar probably later 

in rtions to give to per ons occupying the gallery greater pace to look 

down. '£11 appearance caus d by this arrangement is of their being two 

bo such as one would se in a theatre, and indeed they would give an 

admirabl idea f r th architectural treatment of such. 

Th upper torey ov r the ai} s of the nave ha a large portion of its 

old pav ment of incised tiles in situ, a flight of steps leads from its level 

to the hicrh r on f that over th aisle of the intermediat compartment. 

Th ai les are lighted by large cu ped fan-shaped window . 

The treatment of th low r part of the we t front is far b tter than 

that of t. a tor, and if it had the original gablet and pires of its towers, 

and we t window of the nav , it would be a noble composition. Th l' 

a1' three staO' divid d by tringcourse and ornamented by sunk panel , 

nclo ing arch of varied forms, a high a the eave of the nave roof, 

and th e were no doubt continu d horizontally across the fa~ade, and the 

end of the nave wa ither carried forward with a gabl to the front, or 

hidden by a tran ver roof betwe n th towers. Th tower ri e higher, 

with thr more stage up to the cornice line of their pre ent mi erable 

and roc c spir ,which w r built after the siege of 168 . 

HE nun H OF T. FLORlAN, now appropriated to the use of the 

Luth ran Prote tant , has been 0 modernized as to have but little of intcre t 

left cxc pt the'w t front and a emall bujlding attach d to the north transept, 

aud which i now us d a th sexton' hou . 

Th church, tog th l' with a monastery attached to it and dedicated to 

the Virbrin, i mentioned by Archbishop Henry, who died in 965; but 

rchbi hop Ludolph, who died in 1008, peaks of it as t. Florian' 

Church. Th pre ent tructure wa built by Archbishop Bruno, who 

di d in 1124, but the choir was rected later in the Gothic style, and the 
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nave, w~ch, like St. Castor's Church; had originally a wooden coiling, wa 

vaulted at a still later date. 

The west front, a it i now, r emble that of Notre Dame in havina . ,.. 

two towers of six tages, and the fa<;ade between of three, with a late 

Gothic window breaking into them. On cIo e inspection, how vel', it i 

appar nt that originally only the two lower staae were carried horizontally 

aero the whole front, and the spac betw n the tow r wa ither 

finished by a tran verse roof a now, but at a lower lev 1, or with a gabl . 

. Each of the towers had tho usual four ga~led spir rising from th corni e 

at the top of th fifth tag. ' The detail of the e remain n arly intn.ct, \ 

but they have been built in and cut down t form another squar stag ' 

of the same height as tho e below, to carry th present tunted and 

miserable roof with wPieh th tower is finish d. 

The exton' house referred to i by far th mo t intere ting thing 

connect d with the church; it is an oblong building of about tw nty-sL 

feet by thirteen feet int rnally, with wall two fe t thick. It i in two 

tor y , rai ed upon part of the cloister ; it is l' ach d from the a tern nd 

by an external stairea e; and each fl or i divid d into throo vaulted om­

partment , which, a th re 0.1' n xt rnal buttres e ,hav pi l' advanced 

on the inside. Tho e on the principal toroy are treat d v ry richly, ea h 

having in front a detached black lime ton shaft! with a g d m~uld d ha 

with carved angle spur . 

The capital, continued a an impo t to the pier behind, i richly carved 

and ha an abacus ending in a oint in order t take the tran ver e aulting­

rib, which is a hug bowt 11 moulding. All the arches and ribs of' th) 

vaulting are semicircular; and, a the plan of the compartment i obIon 1, it 

rises domically in the centre. 

The first compartment on entering is implel' than the other , and is the 

kitchen of the establi hment, with a large hooded fireplace in th angle, and 

a. sink in the sill of th window-though now divided from the two furth '1' 
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c mp~rtment , which form the parlour, by 3, partition; this i modern, and 

probably hanging previou ly served it purpo. e. From this part III tair­

case lead to the upper torey, which i the dormitory, the treatment of 

which i far less elaborat . 

Th details, which ' are all delicat and refm d, show the tyl to be 

Tran itional, although all the arche and opening are semicircular. M. 

La aul' i quite ju tified in calling it "a mo t precious specim n of work 

f th b ginning of th thirteenth c ntury;" but hi I' commendation of it to 

th "travelling arti t, a a m del for a clo et for a noble lady," i not quit 

o intelligible. U ruortunately, wh n last there, I £ und that ince a previous . 
vi it th interior h d b n painted in the coar e t fa hion, th column 

marbl d, and th arvilla gummed up and ruined in effect; fortunately, it 

can b at any time clean d nnd r tor d to it original condition. 

Another scarcely Ie intere ting and ancient a sp cimen of m diroval 

dom> tic archit cture is contain d in the courtyard of No. ,Kornpfort 

tras e, and now u d a a table. It wa form rly conn cted with a palace 

belonging to th count of Elz. It i a low tori d building with a doorway 

in th entre, and an apartment on ither sid ; that on the right hand is 

quar , vault d in two oblong compartment from four detached lim tone 

column in th angl , and two orb 1 betw en. The op Ding are all 

qu r -headed; th e of the lower sto!' et within pointed arched rece ed 

pan 1 ,tho ahov hav a 4trge 011 moulding with ba e following the line 

of the jamb and r turned ov r the lint 1, immediately ov l' which i a bold 

cornie moulding under th eaves. 

'Ph r . ar numerou int r ting fragm nt · of e clesia tical and dom stic 
\ 

Il.rchit ctur of lat l' date cattered through the town; but other , that I have 

admir d upon 1)1' viou occa iOllS I lately found to have disappeared, par­

ticularly a t pped gable which faced the Mosell , ip which was a two-light 

wi;ndow with trefoiled arched head and corbelled impost above a quad­

ruple group of columns ith mould·d Cl:l,pital and ba e . 

• 
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Another picture que bit which has been improved out of cxi t nce wa.' 

th tone column supporting thre 

beams, hown in . th accompanying 

woodcut, which stood formerly n th 

lower floor of' The Kaufhaus, or th· 

merchants' hou e, n ar t. Florian' , 

facing th Mo lie. Thi buildinO', h w-

vel', which wa fini hed ill th Y ar 

14 79, ha till 'everal of th tath I' d -

ha d but pictur qu othic ~;atur s 

left, particularly a corbelled ori land 

om groined hall. It, a injur d by 

the fir of 16 ,and in th l' storati n 

~bfterward 10 t all the charact ri tic 

featur of tb upp r porti 11-a very 

uIYly head over the entr nc can hardly be th v ritabl "man in tit 

eu tom-holl' ," that op n it jaws and mit its teeth ' wh n he lock 

trik ,and which Longfellow p ak fin" Hypen n" a bing known nnd 

sportively inquir d after by the c un ry-folk a th r pl' \ entativ of th t wn. 

A building of similar ch ract I' and qual int 'rest is th rchbi hop' 

F rt, near th Mo 'elle bridge, now a manufactory. ] twas b un by l' h­

bi hop Henry, in 12 0, and add d to by rchbi h p .J ohn V n d r Ley n, in 

1558, of whi h dat i th winO' to which ther' i attn h ·d a circular tail' fl. • 

turret, of admirabl d ign and xecution, d clar d by M. La aulx t bav 

be n the:fin t with which h was acquainted. The building ha suff'r u, 
particularly in the upper part t th injury of it ky line; but it still 

po c 'evera! vaulted apartm nt and oth '1' charact ri tic point ... 

The J e nit.·, hurch. th uIYb c n tructed arly in the evcnteenth 

century, io well worthy of notice. The detail i , of cour e, impur , y t· it 

. hows much of thic and arti. tir' fr.eling, and th Ol'nam nt, i w II COD-
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centrat d. Against the lofty and plain we t end below a large rose window 

is a portal of the richest Renaissance work. Internally the aisles are two-

torie~ the upper one treated as a light gallery with Burgundian arches. 

Th altarpiece i a tour-deforce of rococo work; but th vaulting is its best 

feature: it is cylindrical, but is formed by a stellar arrangement of ribs into 

a net-work of panels. It i a variation upon the same idea as the late 

vaulting at St. Castor and Notre Dame. A numb r of other buildings in 

th town owe their er ction to the reconstruction after the fire of 1688; 

many of these have a grandio e character from their ize and boldnes of 

tr atment, th ir high roofs, and vast gable; veral rectangular oriels on 

brackets, with sculptured pan Is, are remarkabl , and four polygonal one 

of two torey, with high quaint roofs set at th corners of the houses at the 

angl form d by th crossing of Markt 8tras e and th Altengraben, form a 

triking group. 

The bridg over the Mo ell wa constructed by the Elector Baldwin, of 

Lavanstein, to whom th Pop, Clement VI, in 1343, granted an indulgence 

for the purpo e. It consi t of fourteen arches, som what curiou ly irre­

gular, and with it arched c rbel cour es supporting the parapet and watch-

tow r at th nd; it i a mo t pictur sque feature in the midst of th 

beautiful seen .ry around it. 
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OPPARD, th Baudobriga, or Bopperdia of the Roman , 

a town of about 3500 inhabitants, i situated it?- one of 

thE most beautiful spots on the borders of the Rhine, in 

the hollow of a bend in th river, backed by well w dea 

hills. . It i remarkable also for Il n Ilr1y unrivall d 

number of ancient and int resting dome tic building till I ft in it, and 

yet even since I ha e known it, these have b en adly injured and 

dimini hed. 

Having stayed there sixteen year ago, I vividly remember th 

picturesque effect that th larg market-place, in which it principal 

church stands, then pres nted. It was urrounded by lofty houSes, con­

structed of timber, and full of quaint detail. They w re lik wis 0 

exceedingly rich in colour, that I made sketches of some of them simply on 

account of it. 

In order to revive t.p.es recollections, Boppard we. on of the first 

places I visited during a recent stay in Germany, but my disappointm nt 

was great when I found that, with few exceptions, such as th one in th 

corner of the square, which i given in the accompanying photogr ph, 

only gaunt wrecks of the houses in the market-place remained 1 the rest • 

had been covered over with lath and plaster, and white-washed from top 

to bottom. To illustrate the barbarous nature. of this treatment, I have 

given a facsimile in chromo-lithography of a sketch of a house with a 

curved gable, and of ita, neighbOllr, made during my first stay in the town, 
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and which how the condition they w re in then. A mall portion of th 

one, and the whol of the other, of these same hou e. appear on the left 

id of th photograph, taken on th . occasion of my la t visit; so that, by 

lookin " n thi picture and on that,' th di a trou character of th 

chan that ha b en ffected may ben. 

Boppard has in olden tim been a plac of no small iroportanc . 
, 

nother of Dru us' fifty castle wa built h r , and fragment of . it are 

It tually till in i tonc. The king of Franconia lik wi er cted a 

pamc at thi pot, th uO'h not upon the site of th present Rai erburg, 

but at th low r nd of the t wn, where a rivulet till bear th nam of 

Konigba h. In 1312 the t wn. bing ranted by the Em erol' H nry VII. 

to hi broth r Baldwin, A.rchbi hop of Treves, wa ann xed to the 

El ctorat. PI' viou ly it had b en an Imp rial city, and Diet of th 

Empir w re otten 11 Id in it. 

aG. .FnOll Al'!<1> o~ Hol'P till II UlII'JI. 

In th middle age it po-

e ed everal mona terie, the 

principal one being that of Mari n­

hurO', whi h i now converted in­

to an e tabli hment for the water­

cur ; an ther, dedicated to t. 

Martin, was at the oth l' end of 

th town. 

Th principal church, called 

ttosburg, is exce dinO'ly intere t­

mg. The date of it ere tion i, 

aid to have b n 1200, but the 

choir wa built later in the Tran -

itional style, of which it i an 

e. 'cellent pccimcn. 

The pIau con i t. of a nav with three vaulted compartm nt, with 



TJOPPARD. 

six bays to the aisle , ~hich are in tw tor y ; interm diate compartm l}t 

betwe n nave and chancel; a tow r on ithcr id of the lntt r' and 

polyCTonal ap ed chancel bey nd. . 

. All the u ual peculiariti of I'm n RomllJl squ m to ha 

b en here iuten Hied. Together with ~uch that i fin in prqportion and 

~ood in d tail, there i a clumsille in part, and a c mbinati n f both 

ugly. and b autiful featur almo t unacc untahl , unle s t b attribut d .. 
t~ bein; of diffi rent dat M. La aul ' ay that an lcl r 'tol'ation i 

ob rvable in the church, and conj ~tur that th curiou aultin )' 

b longed to it, but similar incongruitie fr gu ntly ccur in the th r 

buildinCT of the Roman qu ·tyl in th country. 

The vaulting is certainly very trang, and < nythiD CT but beautiful. The 

mouldings of th ~ abaci of the 

vaulting shaft are continu d a 

c rnices to the ide wall ; from 

the e spring portion of cylin­

drical barrel vault, and from 

the e trado of th pointed 

tran vcrs arcbe, arched cr s­

vaults m t at a bos in the 

c ntr of ach compartm nt. 

oil moulding £ rm the diago­

nal and ridge rib, and the 

vaulting pandril between are 

ubdivided fanwise by imilar 

ribs on the surface; th whole 

looks lik a mis- hapen dom 

divided into eighteen panel. 

The clere tvry window ' open 3i· 

like dormers into the panel, the edges at the junction being scooped out in 

a rude a.ttempt at cusping th m. 



96 BOPPA-RD. 

In the intermediate compartment, in tead of the horizontal cornices, 

38. 

trefoiled arcades pring from corbels, 

which 0.1 0 receive the surface ribs. 

Th accompanying sketch will ex­

plain this armngement, which is used 

far more happily at the chapel at 

Cobern. There a imilar arcade on 

th wall of the aisle receive th 
. . 

lower end, and another on th outside 

of the c~ntral octagon lantern take 

th upp l' end of the aisl vaulting. . 

Th west front is simple and bold, 

with xc llent detail, and y t it is a · 

v ry curious compo ition. It ha a 

really nobl doorway, with emicir­

cular arch, and figur of animal are 

intt duced omewhat after th Lom-

barruc fa hion at its pringing, to 

t the out l' roll, and a b autifully carv d enrichment form the inner 

10emb r of th arch moulding, and i 0.1 0 carried down the jamb. Three 

lar cir 1 ,on ab e th oth r, th lowe t quatrefoiled, occupy the end f 

the nav abov the d orway. 

Th p nina to the galler over the ai Ie are the finest internal feature, 

and I do not l' m mb l' to bav n them tr ated el ewh re a well. Each 

p Ding i divid d into two by a squar pier, t diagonally with four black 

marbl olumn oPPO it it e r 1 faces, which, with coupl d similar fac -

baft again t the jamb, upport a pair of micircular ar he , compri ed 

und l' anoth l' larg l' on , with edg haft of th arne character to the jamb , 

tho apital f the whol ar w 11 carved, the impo t and ba c mouldings 

We tive. 
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The othic Church of th arm lit ,lower down in th t wn, contain 

many O'ood monuments, car d tall, ancient fi'e co s, and other obj ct. f 

value and inter t. In the treet nt alma t every t p mp, quaint dome tic 

building com into vi w, but few a1' a g ad in detail a tho in th 

market-pIa once weI' ; and althou h they ax unsp il day t, th ir sadly 

dilapidat d asp ct make on f ar that they cann t 10nO' b left a th y n1' . 

At th back of ne f th house facing th rjver, at th upper end f th 

town, i a part of the Tempel/wJ, th re id n of th Knights T mplal' f 

39. T&~H'ELIIO~. 

Uoppard, who were the fir t to mount the br ach at the stormin y of Ptole­

m~ in the third rusade. Th accompanying engraving l' pres nt it with the 

windows restored; but many of these have 10 t their shafts,- and 111' now 

huilt up. veral of th Romanesqu hou e left in the country r embl thi · 

o 
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in being carried up almost like a tower, the plan being a. parallelogram of 

mall dimensions, and the building three torey in height. The columns 

are remarkabl~ lender and delicate, with black limestone bearing shafts, 

orman-lik ) shaped capital, over which a minute corbel takes the slightly 

projecting rim of the econd arches; the whole i set within a decorative 

rece s, which ha a bold edg -roll continued round it, finished at each end with 

a ba e like a column. The side windows are xceeding varied and curiou in 

their detail, and th upper one are n t et over the lower one. B ing 

naturally anxious t examine the interior of thi buil~g, I called at the b use 

t which it i attached, and after a strucrgle witl} I:\. fierce dog, which e med 

to cbn ider it 1£ its guardijil.n, I wa ushered into a pleasant a1 artment over­

looking tIt, Rhine, w hOl:;e lattie d wind ws wer dr aBed with pinks, and the 

walls f which weI' cover d witb leI German picture; pre ntly I was 

mo t ho pitably r ceiv d by a charming old lady, with grey hair and little 

twinkling round yes; as w neither could under tand ach other, we 

x~hancr d s me profound bows, and I managed by pantomimic g tures to 

explain my want, when the bonne Wtl urnmoned, and I wa laughingly 

hewn a meth d by which 1 ould scramble into what in their yes wa 

imply a disu ed hay-loft, and which had not a partic1 of architectural d tail 

int rnall. Th -am want f succcs attend d my I' earche ' within tbe 

very similar cia of buildjncrs, ev ra1 of which e i t at Carden; but the 

variety in th treatment f their window, and th study which has been 

b ,t w d upon their detail , to mak them refined and delicate, is the more 

trikinCT f1' m the appal' nt implicity of th ir purpo 'e, the ab nee of 3Jl.ything 

lik., luxury in the in id , and the J.-uden f the con truction of their 

ma omy. 
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