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A CLASSICAl, TOUR 

THROUGH ITALY. 

CHAP. I. 

ExcumHON "0 Rf}N£VEl''l'UM:----FVnC2F. <:,\UDINJE--·-:\IOl;NT 'CA _ 

lI liU:ro; VS--UJo:NEVEl\"TU)I, ITS 'rRIl'Ml'HAL ARCR---F.XCVnSlON 

-PMSTU1l1-N11CORIA-('AVA-$ALF.RNV;\f-MOUNT AL.UURNUS

PJESTUM, ITS HISTORY .-t.ND TE~II'LES • 

• 
OUR next excursion was to BellCl't'ntlfm, an ancient city now 
belonging to the Pope, though surrollnded by the Neapolitan tcr
ritory. The road pass~ through /lcc1To. and about five miles 
beyond ellters the mountains that bordl'r the plains of Cam
pania. Some beautiful scenery here atnw't's the t'.yt..' as it wandeN 
over the hills. To the rigbt on the ~UOlmit of a hold t'lIlillt'llCC 

covered with wood stands a CoUlle cfl.'1l1c; an object WlliCh 
not only from its appropriate site, hut its magnitude, and anti
quity, might be deemed intert'st ing beyond the Alps; bUl in 
Italy, such an edifice appears misplaced, a:Hl incongruous, It 
reminds us of the irruption of b<lrbariaDs, the faJl of the artsl 

TOL. II. 
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the desolation of the fill {,l>t rcgiolJ ill the world , and tile 
lIIany 'l~rcs of di~a!>kr that harc since jla.~~('d over it. The 
eye is soon relic\ l'" li'om the frowns of thi s feudal prison, hy 
a scc-ne helle!' suited to the character and general Ii.'atures of lhl 

cOllntry. ]J1 the middle of a sylvan theatre Je-mllcd hy the ocnu. 

iug of a hill, caqwl.cd by dt'{'p \'crdun' mltl !;.hadCtl 1J'y thi ck 
Jolia}.!,!', ",rells an eminenc('; on that cmilH 'lIcC ri :-'C1-I a rot:k, ll lld 
011 the summit of the rock until'\' a sprC'ading olive-tree !>talJds 
au hcnnitngt', that SN'IIlS from its situation to be the c.'ell of one 
of the holy l)u jitaricl) of times of old. 

eh inlll'\a rPl1b'ioll fa dimoranza. Taut). 

Shortly afler W(' passed through Arien:o; it forms a Jong strcct 
at the' foot of hills hranching out from the lIIollli Tifatini, and 
contains some good ')Uildll!gs intermingled with grovc~, orchards, 
and gardens. This town !>t.1.nds at the entrance of a delilc, which 
('on tracts as it ad vances, and almost closes at the village. called 
Le Forc!t~ d'A"pa;a. Arpaia is generally considered as the an-
6ent CaudiulII, amI the <Ielile is supposed to be thc FurctC Cau
dimf'. If this sup)Jo!-oition he wcll founded, time and ctttiva
tion, aided perhaps by earthquake. .. and torrents, must havc 
:nade a considerable alteration in its original appcamllcc. The 
li>rmcr IUlV(' long since levelleJ the forests that OIlCC c10thcd 
the sides of the mountains : thc lattcr may have swept away 
the sand and lool'tC 'JOil from thc declivities, and thus lower
ro the hills; whiie the millS of Caudium, and the formation 
of the ria Appi(l, in conjunction with the PTeceding causes, 
may l!a \·e filled , raised. and widened the narrow path in the 
middle. Thus the difficulties of the passage may have been re
moved, and the gloom that hung over it, dissipated. The bor
dering mountains arc indeed on {)De side steep and naked; but 
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on the other they are coveI;ed with olive. ilcx, and corn fields; 
the interval between is, in the narrowest part of the defile', at 
least three hundred fect, and on the whole, it preSl'llts nothing 
to alarm any, and much It,-s5 a Roman army. 

On <; toppiug at. lhpaiu, we were accosted by the pastor of tlll.. 
pla('{', a venerable old man, who immcdintdy concluding that we 
wi~hcd to examin{' th{' defile, look us firilt to hi!! house to .. hew liS 

an Italian work on the subjcct. and thence conducted us to the 
coownt of the Capncins; it stauds on un eminence {'a iled Ciago 
(.TlIg/fl1/j de Stu. Afar;a on the right, where from It threshing_ 
floor we had a very di stinct view of the ground, and could compare 
nppearances with the ,1l..'scription of Livy. Our worthy guide 
cited the historian with great volubility, elliurged upon the 
I.:litical i>ituation of the Romans and thc gl.: llcl"O!ol ly of the Sam
Ilitcs, whom he comidcmd as his countrymen, and tailed Nusl/'; 
Sml1liti, and in\"cighcd with greut vp.hemencc again!ot the jngra
titude and cowardice of the fomJeT, who, rct11rniflg with supe
rior .umi:>crs, <lIOlo~t {'xtnminau'd their generous adversari(.'S. 
It was amusing to see passions so long extinguished revive, Hlld 
patriotism, which had lost its ohject for more than two thousand 
years, and been abSoTpt ill w('lI-grolllJtll'd attachment to a more 
glorious and more extensive (:aunt"y, glow with u!oelcss ardor in 
the bosom of a solitary individual. In truth, these gl'nerOlIS pa~_ 
sions that long made Italy so great mal so .ilJustrio ll ~, and turned 
every province and almost evcry city into a theatre of deeds of 
valor and achievements of heroism; that armed ('very h311l1, 
first against the ambition, and aftt:rwards for the glory 'Of nome 
then the eapita1 and pride of their commou country; uU 
these passions exist still in Ita]y, bum with vigor cven ill the 
bo8Oma of the populace, and want only an occasion to call them 

B2 



• CLASSICAL TOUR 

into action, and a leader to combine and direct them to their 
proper object. 

Upon an attcnti\'(' inspection of the valley now before us, it is 
impossible for the: candid traveller, notwithstanding popular 
tradition- strcngthC'Dcd by som(" great authorities, to cOllsider it 
as the defile described hy Livy, or consequ(,lltly admit it to be 
the Furclt Coudilla:. " Saltus duo," says the historian, "alti, 
angusti, sylvasique sunt, montibus circa perpduil inter Sl' jutlcti, 
jacet intcr cos satis patens clausus in medin campus herbidlls 
aquosusquc per qu{'m medium iter est. Sed antequam vcui.as 
ad eum intrandre primre anguslire sunt, aut eadem qua te insi
nuaveris via rcpetcnda; aut si ire pergas, pCI' alium saJtulll arc
tioTcm. impeditioremquc cl'adclltiulfl 1". III Ihis picture we may 
observe, that the valley of Caudiu1J/ is dosed at both ends, and 
watered by a stream. The valle.y of Arl'oia is open at olle ex
trt:mity, and has no stream. llesidL'S, the vale of Al'paia lay 
out of the way, which the Consul, whose object was dispatch, 
could not be supposed to wish to lengthen. These n~ons 
given by Cluvcrius, and confirmed, as we thought. beyond con
tradiction by the inspection of the ground, ohliged us to resign, 
thuugh l'f'luctantly, the plca~lIre of believing ourscll'('<j Oll a 
spot described by such an historian, and cnnobl('d by such aD 

event:;: . 

• Popular tradition, when very ancient and vl'ry constant, may be conaidcred 
as almost d«:isive Gn such subjects ; it then be<:om" uninterrupted remembrance. 
]n the preMlnt calle, it i!l neither 8ncieILt nor constant. 

t L. lX. 2. 

~ Ciuvenul place6 the Furc~ Guldinl!l a lilUe higher up, and Dear tbto tOWD 



'fI1ROUGIl I1'ALY. 

When we had p~sM'J the dcfil.c, we ohscn'cd on our right a 
noble ridge of mountains em-cI'cd with, ('rdurc, and broken into 
\'ariou!; rucks and prccipit:cs.; and on our left another of a I('s!> 
beautiful but bolder form. lifting It!. stony !.udiwc to the clouds. 
that rolled in'thick mists over its urow, and add('d to thE' maje:-ty 
of it!:> appearancc. Naked, craggy, Hnd furrow(xi by the tor
reots tbat roll duwn his sides, .AJowII 'J'f1lmrllu,~. which we aTC 

llOW cuntemplating. either never pusSt..'Sscd, or has loug since re
signed. the olive for~ts with which Virgil wiJ/lCd to robe his gi
ga.ntic ma::.::.-, The road thence b eCOJlK'S ston), and indiRi.:rcnt, 
hut ('ontinllcs to wind through a. country le.s fertile iode<..-d 
thun Call/pouio, but finely varied with hill and dalf', and 
presenting in every vicw a pleasing mixture of wildness and 
cultivation, 

We were now once mom on the Via Appia, and passed two 
rivcrs over two Roman bridges, still in good rcpair. l;'rom the 
(Il'sl we had tl delightful viuw of the mountains which we had 
passed,~s tlw e¥cning sun cast a ~trong golden glow oYer the 
shining verdure of their sides and summits , A1\(,T having erossed 
the Sabllfo, which still retains its ancient name, we entered 
JJcncv(:lIium about l)un~sd, This city is of so ancient a. date as 
to claim Diomf'dc-s for its founder; however, though well known 

of Stu, Aga/htl, where a defile, watered hy the p(lnua, anciently Ihe lsderul, and 
clOI:Ied at both ends, i~ hIlid 10 ;\lI"1I\' rt" the dl'l>Cript;oll of L[\'Y, lIud corrc~pond 
with the direction of the Consul'" ll1arch. ThE' town of Airola he ~uppo!j('s to 
be tbe IlJ1cient COu(/llim. 1'bill dc-file nhnost joiu>; the Porche d' Arpaia at 
one elld. 

• Neu ijcKJletjaceant tt'rne: ju,'.t hmRra lJaccho 
ConllOl'OJ'e, et magnur.l oleo vrn!til'e Tw.hllrQUIIl. CeQr!:, II. 
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.md lUuch frequented, it never seems to hm'c acquir.::d any 
cdchrity. It long bore the i,;aURpic.ioUli appellation of Male
,{lelltllm. which it clJangcd wh{'n maue a Homan colony into 
}JcIICVeJlt1l1Jl, a nallle well suited as a happy omen to the occa.
sion. After the filll of the empire, it was, with the' rest ofItaly, 
possessed by the Goth,>, then upon their expulsion by the Gr<..-'Cks, 
and aflerwards became au independent principality under the 
Lombards. Thence it rose to a dukt'dom, and utter having been 
governed by various princes, Lombard, Cn",'l.>k, and Norman, and 
bern the su~j('ct of many contests and intrigues, at length 
passed under the pc..'lccful domination of the Homan Ilolltiff. 

Bellct'Cnium stands on a gentle elevation, at the foot of a bold 
ridge of hills 0.11 one side, with an open swdling country on 
the other. lis uortiwrn walls arc: bathed by the Calorc. still 
proud of ib, ancient name. A lofty bridge crosses this rivcr. 
and gi\'c~ a ,'cry pleasing view of its banks. Jined with poplars 
and bordl't'('d hy meadows and gardens. One of the gates is a 
triumphal arch of Tnljan; it ('omist!) of a single arch, is or Parian 
marble. and entire, with the exception of a part of tlle-cornice. 
Both its sides nrc adorned with four Corinthian pillars raist'cl 
011 lligh p<..>dcstals. Its frieze, pannels, amI iudccd C\'ery part, 
both without and within the arch, arc covcfLxl with rich sculp
ture rt'!'l'c<;cntiug SUlll!..' of the achievements of the Emperor in 
whose honor it was erected. This triumphal arch is by many con_ 
sidered as the mo~t perfect of the kind exi!!.ting- to me, fawn, it 
did not appear in that light. The decorations though all of the 
best and purest styh:, urc yet so compressed and crowded to
gether as to leave llO yacant space for the eye to rest on, no 
plane tu contrast with the ,.dict'O and set it off to advantage; 
they seem consequently to encumber the edifice, and thus. de-
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pril'c it of the first of architectural beanties, simpli61!J. How 
il)lerior in this respect is the monltmcnt we <lIT now contt:mpiatlll1.!, 
10 that of AllcOIw. 

The cathcdrl11 is a larg'(' I;lhric in the Gothic or rather 
!Saraccnic manner, but of ancieut materials; it is supported 
within by fifty columns of Parian marble, 1(lrming un each side 
adoublcl.li!>lc. 'fhe inwurd row has only half as many pillars as 
the outward, a circumstance which with the arches springi ng 
from the pillars IcsS(~ns the cftcct at' a colonnade, in other 
rc!:.pt'cts very magnificcnt. BCllctJEllf/l1it has on the whole a good 
appearance, eontoins ahout fifteen thousand inhabitants, and 
seems to have passoo through the \'icissituuc8 of so many turbu~ 
lent ages without much glory indeed, but with few reverses. 
The iun is lIot n:rnarkably good, though superior probably to 
that which harbored Horacc and his friends, if we may guess 
from tbe repast prcpan'd for them, the accident that aiUI'Ill(.'(1 
them, and the hastc of the gu~ts to snatch their portions from 
the flames to. 

] nced not in1i.)rm till' reader that BC1If .. "fJelltum is in SaTlmiutll, 

- - - -- --- ----- - ---------_ ._ - - --
• Tcndimull hinc ~ta Beneventum. ubi .cdului hOBflCI' 

Pene mat-ros, an it, lurdo8 dum V('I'SIIt in ignc. 
N llm V1IS'. pel v('tercu\ dilapso filtmma I':ulinam 

':. V uJcano, j;\lhlmUm properabat lambere tectum. 

Con\'ivas avido~ crellam H('rvoaque timentcs 
Tum rapen', atque omnes re~tjnguere velie \·iderOil. 

There are few inns in mCKlem Italy that cannot alford better fare alld betl<'r 
llttOl1lDlodatianB. 
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and was COI1!iil1crcd as one of its pri ncipal CI :'CS, or that the 
Samlli/o WCTe tilt· 1ll()~t warii]./(' pcoph.: of ltaly, the mo~t al
tacilt'd to indejl('miem'c, und the most clevOh d to the cause of 
liberty. Their ~tubhol'll oJlpo~itioll to th(' predominant fortune 
and g('tlju~ of BOIlH' I:mplll)'cd llll' takllb, and c~lkJ forth all 
the !.kill all.! al! the cllt'rgil ~ or tbe l-'uuli :.lud Papil'ii, and with 

mallY iIl1('f1 cni ng: reI cr~cs furtli~hcd tile ttlatcrial~ of fOllr~~LDd

twenty triulllph~. Tlwir J'e-i~talJ(x, prolonged beyond tJle 
bound~ of pruocllcl', HUtI the means or ~uccc ... :. at length llS

l:>umcd the fcnlure:. of a war ad interJII.:ciQIlt'ffl, and terminated 
during the dicla torship of Sylla, in til(' Ithnost total ~lI\ihillLlion 
of the S(/lI/lI;lc ra ce. The army peri.,hcd in thf' ~eld , or in 
confinement at nOlUe; the ~u rvi\'ors werc dri,'cn into {'xi i<', and 
ant' of tlie mo!>t populol1s pw\'ince!> of Italy was almost turned 
into a «esert. 

On Ollr retum we alighted at the Forcne d'Arpaia, and pro
ceeded throu,!Zh the vall{'y on foot; the hcat was great, lJut a 
stroug invigorating winfi blowing full in om facc!> rendered it 
tokrabl('. The Imrvcst 'was going on, and the fields around 
wen' t'rowlk'(l. Among other lively scene-s, we particularly 
noticed a set of hal'\'(',,1-m('11 amusing thcnlscl Vl'S with the 
llotN> of a bllg-pipe. Mirth and mu",ic are the passions of 
the climate. and of course did not ('x cite our surprize; but 
Wt' wt'rt' rather <.istonished to hear the dront: of 8 bagpipe in a. 
Campfllliall yullt'y, and almost wondered how an Iu1t.n echo 
could re pea t a sound so heavy and inharmonious. 'Ille road 
was linc(l Oil each ~id (" with grovcs of cherry-trees, and several 
WOUlClI and children werc employed in gathering them. Over~ 

t.'lking an old woman who was carrying a lurge basket full of 

,; 
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f:herrie~ on her back. one of the party took a. hand~ul, and 
stepping hl~forc her, asked how she ~old them. She shook 
her head. and I!milcd; but on the quest.ion being repeated, re
plied, that God had given t:1w/lgh for all, and tlwl ~I( mig"t 
take (II many as we IJ/ealicd for nolltillg. She was aftcr;vards 
with much difficulty prevailed UpOrl to accept a trifle. Shortl,. 
after as we were sitting on the wall of one of the orchards, a 
hearty looking lIlall came up. anu observing thllt the oay was 
sultry, l)('ggco us to step in nnd make frcc with his fruit, which 
he assured us was particularl ,Y wholesome and rcli·cslJing. 
lYe rcturn~i to Nnple~ vl!ry well pJeascd with Samlliwn and it.!> 
inhabitants. 

Of alllllt· ol~iects that lie within tlu! compass Of an excursion 
ii'om Nilplcs, P(n{um, though the most distant, is perhaps the 
most t:urious and most interesting. In scenery, without doubt, 
it yields, not onl), to lIaia: fwd P"teoti, but to (' vcry town in til(' 
\·iei nity of the Crater; but in noble <tIul w~lI preserved monu
ments of autiquity it surpasses ever)' city in ltair, llef immortal 
c:,pital Rume alone cxccptL.u, It j .. generally sllpposcd , that til!' 
l,Jim of l'd:st/lm WI'I'{' fo r many ages lllJknoWJl {,' \ 'I'll ill the Jleigh
bOl'iug (;oUlltl'j', and at length accidentally discuvered, sOUle 
say. by a l'>l lf'phcrd. mllJ others, by a yOllllg painter ill the course 
of a Illoming':. ramble i'rom Cajlllccio. This discovery is said to 
have Lx'ell 111<.1(\(' ahotlt the Illiddl!: of the lust century, The 
fact is, ""at tl lc atii'!ntiull of lr<lydlcrs was first directctl to thOl)1 
about that p('l'iod. nml "iew ... und dt'scriptiolls publisht'd Iht'li 
for the first time. But tltey Wl're perfectly well kUOW Il at all 
times, not to the pea'3antry of the immediate ncighbol'1lOod only, 
and to the flsherml'1l of Salerno who passed withiu vicw or 
them .~lmost cvcr,Y <Ia,Y, but to the bishop nnd canons of CtJ~ 

\'OL. II. c 
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paccio, who take their titles from Pa:Mum, and may look dowl.l 
upon the ruins of their origina1 residence from their windows. 
That it was not much Vi5itcd, we know, but this was owing 
rather to the indifference than to the ignorance of the learned, 
and perhaps a little to the state ufthe country, ever lawlcssand 
unsafe while under the domination of absent sovereigns. ' Ve 
are too apt to conclude', that nobody had seen what w(' did 
not see, and that what travellers have ~lot rccordl:d, was not 
known to exist; without reflecting that the ignorance of the lattel 
is often the conscqucnc..:c of the little acquaintance which many 
of them have with the language and natives of t~ cotllltriC!' 
which they undertake to describe. 

The road to Ptest~m leads through Resi1w, Torre dcl Grt'co, 
Torre del, Annonz.iata, and p~sing the gates of Pompeii gives 
a transient glimpse of its solitary streets and lonely theatres, 
extending at th(' foot of !<>teeps ('rowned with vines and 
mulberries. Continuing our course over the exuberant plains of 
;Pompeii, 

QUI(! l'igut mqUOl'1l Sarnu~. 

We traversed the town of Scafati, drove along the banks of 
that river still the Samo beautifully shaded with poplars, and 
entered Nocera, fonnerly NflCfria, u town of the highe~t anti
quity, but remarkable only for its unshaken att;Jchment 
to the Romans at aU tinu'S, and the sad disasters to which 
it has been exposed in consequence of'that attachment-. Its 

• LiY. XXIII. 15. 
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fi:ddity to the republic during the second }'unic war drew 
down upon it the vengeance of Hannibal, who, after some vain 
attempts to seduce its inhabitants int.o his party, plundered and 
destroyed their city. Its adlu:rCllf:C to the cause of a Roman 
pontiff duririg' the gr('at schism roused the fury of a still 
morc irritable enemy, Ruggie1'O king of Naplc.~, who again 
razed its walls, and dispersed its citizens. The'y instead of 
rebuilding the town wlllm the stann was OVl'f, as their ancl..'S tors 
had done before, continued to occupy the neighboring villages. 
Hf'nce the appearance of the modt'rn Noct'ra, which instead of 
being en~sed within ramparts, spreads ill a long line over a 
considerable (,lI:tcnl of grollnd, and displays some handsome 
edifices intermingled with rural sceuery. It is still a bishopric. 
and derives the additional appellation f/(>i rflgalli, from the 
circumstance of its having ix.'C1l for SOIne' time in possession of 
the Saracens. 

Not far from Noccl'u wc entered the mountains, where the 
S{"cue improves in beauty, without lOlling much either in fertility 
or animation. Various villages, castle.<;, and churches adorn 
the delile, an aqueduct intersect'! it, and the tOWII of Cava occu
pies the most elevated and most pictureSflue point. llclliud this 
town, the mountain Ft!lIcstra swells to a prodigious elevation; its 
sleep sides arc covered 10 the vcry summit with one continued 
forest ~f c1\t"stnnts, forming a mass of foliage of the deepest 
shade, and most beautiful verdure, and presenting to the eye one 
of the most refreshing view::. imaginable during the heats of a 
Campanian summer. 

o qUi8 lIIe ~lidi~ sub 1"31libu~ Hremi 
Sietat, et ingenti ralDorum p,"otegat umbra 

c 2 
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is a wish which often bursls frool the lips of a traveller panting 
up the acdivilit'S nf the Apennines under the lx'allIS of n Il1t'Ti

dian ~lIn, and Jooking round with a lOllging eye for some 
hospitable thicket. In such it sultry llour the sight and the 
fancy repose with delight Oil the immemity f!.{ .~ ';ade suspended 
over tlw defile of Cam. This tuwn is not Rllcient, at least, not 
classica lly so. Jt seems to have been tormC'd gradually, like 
many considt:mhle towns, not on the ('ontincnt only but ill 
Englund, by the attraction of a ridl Benedictine abbey. It~ 

origin is u~ualJy dated ti'om tlw invasion of G('nseric, and thc 
destruction of thc lwighboring town of Marcia/la, wlft,~c inhabi
tants took shelter in the mountains, and at the persuasion of the 
abbot settled around the monastery of thc Trinity, and built 
em'fl. Jt has ~ev('ml IIllllltllactori('s at pr(,scnt, lind hus an up· 
pcanmcc of life ami prosperity. It stands on the borders of 
P ic£lIllm, :'tnd opens a fine vicw of Salcl'lIwn, its bay, the oppo.
site eom.t, the plain" around, und the mountains beyond P asturn. 
The declivity is steep, but the road whieh nms along the edge 
(If the precipice' and looks down upon the !len, is well guarded 
by a parapet wall, and excellent all the way, 

As we had set out very carly we entered SalernQ about noon 
witll an intention of proceeding to Pff,tu1'Il; but the unex
pected want of honses detained us, and indeed obligcd us to 
stop for the night. We had however no reason to reifet the 
d€:lay, as Salel'1lllTn presents a sufficient number of subjects for 
observation and amusement, Its antiquity is acknowledged, 
though the date of its foundation and the names and countnc..'S 
of it;! fOllndt'rs arc equally uuknown. It became in its turn a 
Roman colony, but does nOL appear to have ri.sen to any conse-
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qucnce; the mildness of its ~ir during the winter ~ms to have 
been its principal distinction·, II is supposed to have stood 
formerly on the hilll, and is ranked by Pliny alUung the inland 
towus of l'icenum. But this writer is perhaps morc eloquent 
than accunhc ill his geographic<1i dL'ScriptiollS, ilnd 1 doubt 
whether his authority is a sufficient ar~\lIncnt to induc(" us to 
conclude with Cluverius that Salcmwn has ChllLlgcJ its original 
p Oll llion . lL is the sec of an archbishop, has an university once 
cdchr'lted for mt·dicinc, and various schools llnd ucadcmjc~. Its 
street ... arc.! as usual narrow, und the buildill~ high; some few 
seem t<t dt-'Serve notice. The court before the cathedral is sup
porh:ti hy eight-and-twenty ancient grauitc columns with Co-. 
rinthil.lll cupit-'lls of good workmao!>hip, but Ilpparcntly not 
made ror tbe colllmns which tllt'Y nuw adorn; the church it
lIelf though built of ancient materials, and uecoratcd with 
80me good pictures. is a tasteless edifice, The moot re
markable ohjects in It arc the two am/lUlU's or ancient pulpits, 
one each tiide of' the nave before the skps of the chancel; they 
are both of marble, the lllr~t is covered with bl'llutiful mosaic, 
and snpported by twdvc Corinthian pillars of' gmnite. The inn 
standll almost on the beach, and our room', opened on the.. 
bay, which appears beautiful even when compared to that of' 
Naples. 

The promontory of Surre1ltum, which bounds it on tile west, 
inc;eaacs a8 it projl.'Cts in boldness and elevation, presents 
various craggs crowned with towns. and terminates in a long 

• Hont. lib. J. ep. 15. 
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lofty ridge covered with a forest. In the centre and hrllf 
way up the declivity stands Ama!/i. ,once so famous for its 
skill in the medical art, while the little town Of Vitri se<>ms to 
hang from the rock as ifready to fall into a torrent that tumbles 
through a deep dell below. 

On the opposite side of the bay the coa!>t gradually sinks 
into 11 plain, that extends without interruption to Pff!~tIf1lt, whos~ 
grey tempk'S arc dimly disccrniblt', at the distance of fifteen 
miles. This plain is bounded by a ridge of llIounuliu!o,. In the 
bosom and centre of the bay, at the foot of a fme ridge of 
weU cultivated hills, stands Salcrrmm, equally well situated for 
beauty and commcrC'c, if th" neighborhood of such a mst mart 
as Naples did nut attract and absorb all the COUHll(;ITC of thi!> 
coast. There is a lUolc to co,:er the harbor and protect the 
shipping from the south wind, wbieh sometimes rail>Cs a 
considerable swell. During the afternoon some of the party 
took 0. boat and rowtxl about the hay. which in tlie crreks 
and windings of ttC western coast furnishes objects Jor many 
delightful <,'xcllrsions. Such arc the Capo (tAlIla{/i , the PUlIta .. 

di CQIIIXJ, and, abov(~ aJl, the 8.1/rrnusa: islands, oo('e the 
abode of the Syrcns, famed io an(,ient ~tory, and prov<~r

bial in modern languages. '1'lI<,y me tlm .. 'C in number, 
about cleven miles from Sulcr11O, and four from the point of 
the promontory ot Mi1lcrtJu (now of SUI-rellillm) but one 
only from th(' nearest land. They are now called Golli, per
haps with a traditional allusion to the form of the Syrtms, and 
arc still, as described by Virgil, barren rocks, without other 
inhabitants than sea-fowls, or other sounds than the murmurs of 
the waves echoing amid the craggs and cal'eros. 
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Jallique ad~ &copulOfi Sirenllm advect~ subibat, 
Difficile9 quondam m,ultorl.llll que oll8ibu~ albm; 
Tum rauca adbiduo longe sale &lUll. !JOfflIbanl. 

IS 

Lib. v. 

It sccms singular thal Virgil, while he alludes to Homer's 
accouut Qf .these islands, instead of adopting, and as usual im
provillg the instructive fiction of the Cn.;ck poet, should upon 
this occasion ill particular have abandom:d him, and in order to 
avoid the :tpprorancc of imitation, fallen into a poetical ana· 
dlroni sm. Such at least a direct contradiction to Homer. the 
great orade of mythological chronology, must be d(!cmcd. In 
£olct, while h", admits the fhhlc itself, he represents these islands 
as dcsertct.i at the very time, or rather before the time, wh~n 
according to flam e-f, they were the residcll('c of thc Syrc!ns. 
lEneas passed them before Ulysses. and if the Syrens had for
saken them al that period. we 'sec no reason why they should 
rchlflJ t(l them at a later. The truth seems to be, that Virgil 
inadH'rtcntly descriiJt"l> them as a geographer; Homer paints 
them as a poet- but why shoulJ the j\:mner in this single 
instance descend from the regions of poctl.,)'. and by an incon .. 
gruous l1lixttl~ of reality , banish one of'\hc most loora} and 
<tmusilJg illusions of fable? 

A temple of the Syrcns is supposed to have stood upon the 
opposite shore ; the precise spot has hitherto been unexplored. 
Farther un, and on lhe most advanced point of the $urrc1ltiue 

promontory rose the kmplc of Minerva, supposed to be founded 
by Ulysses, an object so conspicuous as to have gil'CIl its name 
to the promontory itself in antient times. 

• • • • • 'l "erticl" SUrn!Dtino 
TJ'rrbeni tpeeu1atlU virgo protundj, 

Still, Syl. li6. 1',3. 
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The road beyond Salerno "1ntersccts a rich plain, bonlcred 011 

th~ right by the sea, 011 the left by"fine hills, which' a,; they wind 
along present on their l>iues und amid their bn.:a ks. a perpelual 
succor;sioll of varying landscopcs. 

About six milt-s li'om Salerno we went through the little tOWIl 

of Viccw:a, slIppof't...'(iIO Oe the ullticllt l-Jiccnliu. Al>out ~ ix miic:{ 
furtll(,J', ouring: which we had Mount Alb,mlll~ ri ,; inp; fil II !>elure 
UIi, we came to E~'QJi ( Eblll"i) , then turning to the right we 
entcrml a yost plain wild ami ullcultivated , hut neit her naked 
II~" barren. l..ur!-,-e ht~rds of bufiidoes, that fed 011 tilt" 
heath ilnd wandered through till' thickds !it'ClUet t to he il:'1 
only inhabitant'>. 'l'1!(~ wJlIl chace, l:aJleu Di PCl"lilJlIO, eo\"ers 
a. cOll i!lidcrablc part of th is ... olitude, and gi n's employment to 
two huntlrt:d gamckt-t'pers, who not only gunrtl the game 
hut servc tu PSCOl' t trnvc\ll'I'S ovcr thl..'Sc wastl,'s, almost as much 
inf~,cd ~Y banuitti at pno:sent a, was the Galli1w1'ia PiIlU$ in 
nntlf'ht tllllCS . 

?) 
~Vc hnd now l'c:t('hl'll the Sill/pis (Silu /'o and Sde,) whose • 

bllllkS" are bordcn.:t.l by Ji:rtiic fields, and slmdccl by groves :wd 
t1li ekds. This ri vei' lorms the boundary of P icOI/(1II ilUlI 
LfI{'{lIIia; it receiv(,s the Carole in the forest of PITS/1II0, aud" 
hight-I' Ul) t.he TtJl/IIg l'o, which, with the additiun of othcr lesser 
strCalll"' , m:ike it u considcmble river. .l\lounl Albul'Ilus insc!,a
rahly. ullitctl with the Silm'is, in Virgil's beautiful lines, alit! 
COIISt·qtll..'lltly ill tilt mind of C\'/..'ry classical traveller, rist·s in 
Jistullt l )('r~ p(.:d i \T. and adds to the fame aud const:tlUCllcc oj" 
tht, str('illll hy the lllilguitutlc of his form and the ruggedm::.s oj' 
his tow<.:ring lIn)"', J lcx forests wave on the ~id('s of the 1110011-

1aill. :lIld ti·jllgt.: the ntargin of the river, while hen.ls illUU-
5 
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mcrable wandc~ through til('ir .recesses, and cllli"cn the silcllC' 
of the scene by pcrpduallowill~"M.' . 

As the country still continu('s flat and cO\'cr.-:d with thick('t.<;~ 

the travclkr' sC'aft'e diSton'fl'> rrc.~II'1II till he: enters its walls. Wt' 
drove to the bishop's palace, nut throngh crowded streets and 
pompous 5qua1'('S, but over a smooth tnrf, in the- midst 01 
bu,>h('S and bramhles, with a soli tary tree w<",ing here aud there 
over the waste. The unusual forms of three temples rising illSll-

1atcd and unti·cqu('IIted. in,the middle of such a wi lderness, inl
mediately l'ngrossctl our attentioll. ' W t! alighted, and haskneu 
to ~hc m~iestic piles; then wandered about them till tIle fali of 
nig:ht obliged us to repair to our man!lion. The good bishop 
had been so obliging as to scm I one of hi s chaplains to meet us, 
anti pro\'idc cy{'ry thing requisite f(lr our cOJDfortablc accom· 

• The l"Cl't'mhlanc£' may be f,:arri .. d still thri ller, a~ the a,me insect, if \fe rna! 
credit the oh..erv~tion of a most (l<"curnle aut! in'\efatigahfe' tran'lie r, Clu verimr, 
confirmed by lil£' ilq~hority uf ~ome Italian authors, shll continues lu infl'St th~ 
tame forest, Rnd to t('rrify and disfK'rst' the CRttle over the whole mountain and 
oordl'ring plain~. I cannot vouch for the fact upon my own observation or 
inquiries. The circumstanct' i~ trivial in itiICJt~ but it is das~ical because con. 
nectbi with th(> scenery of the followiug heautifulliues, tha.t i9, the 8cen~ry whick 
now 8urround~ U8. 

\"OJ,. Il . 

E~t luc(\s ~il ari circa ilicibusque \'irentetn 
Plurimu~ Alhllnmm voli ta1)~, cui nomen A~ilo 
Romanum C8t, (('s trum til'llii vertere \-ocanlc8; 
A~per 8.CI'rba ROn3.lIS; quo tota e"tenita 8ylvi. 
Diffugiunt armenta; furit mugitibu~ ;"Iber, 
COllcuasus, lIylvlCquc et sicci ripa Tallagei. 

Grorg. UI~ 

" 
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modation, a commiulUn which ~I)'''lt g;cntltman ,Performed with 
great punctuality and polit(' n('S~. 

Obscurity hangc; over, not the origin only but the general 
history of this city. though it has lett such ma>gllificent mo
numents of its existenc(,. The mere outlines have been 
sketched dUt perhaps with accuracy; the details are- probar
blyobliterated for evcr. According to the 1earnl'd Maz::ochi, 

Pastum was foundt.-d by a COloll.Y of DOI'enscs OT Dorians, 
from Dora, a Clty at" Pht'nK-!a, the p:~r('llt of that race and name 
whether cstabUshcd in Grcl'Ct' or in Italy. It was first caUt'd 
POlc/an or PQ.'fi lm, which in Phcnician ~ignifi(' .. Nf'ptunt'" tt" 
whom it l\"aS dcdi(.-ated. I t \Va ') l1ftt-rward .. invaded and it" 
primitive inhabitants e:'()lt'iled by the Syharitcs. This c,'ent is 

• ,"upposed to hav<ft. taken pl.'lee about fi\'c hunclrC'd ,ycars lwfore 
the Ch ri!>~ian em. "'nclef its lIl'W mn"tt'r', l'tl',f llm assumClf 
the Of(x'k nppdla. tion P osidonia, of th~ ~anw Import a~ its 
l'henician nalllC, lwcmnC' a place o( great oPltit'llCe and Ulag
.tude, and i~ SU'ppo~eJ to haw" e:\tcndcd from tht, present mills 
~uth .... ard to the hili, on which stand'! the .little town still 
ca"~d frotH it1 nnclent de-.tination Arl'optJli. The l.tllCanlans 
aflc]'wards n.pdkd tit!' Sybarite'!, and c!J('rked the pro~pcrity 
of Po~ido1Ua. ,\ hich WU!I ill its tum deserkd, <tIltl left w moufticr 
away impcrc('jltibly. Y('stigt"!:> of it nrc still vi!li.blc all over the 
plain of Spi1l1l=:'o or &(]rari11O; the original city then recon'rc<1 
its li n.t name, and Dut long af~l' was taken , :md at length 
colonized by the Romans " . 

" U. C.480. 
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From thi, period PtZSfNt# is lIlf'utiOHCO almost solely by thr poets, 
,IlJO, ii'om V~'gil to Clatldian: seelH all 10 c.\.patiatc witll df'
l i~ht amid its gardcn,., and !!,J'<w.'t' their eUlllj)o-.iti<J1l II itL tlLp 

bkxJm. tNt' !.wef'tnes". ant! tile li:rtility u(,it:. rose~. BUl llll~ 

iorwnn.tdy ,the flowery n:1rcat ... , 

" it,IIl!":! rO!klria J>a~ti, 

ecclU tn hare had fe w cbarul!. ill the t')'l'S of tIl(' Saracens, and if 
poii:..iblf', I'Iti ll fewer in those of the Normam, wh(J, each i ll their 
tUl'U, I'lutl{lerod P a:6tUtll, and at length compelJcd its i(;w rema in
ing illlm-uitauts to abaudol~ their <.tJl cicnt seaL, ami la)..e ::.hcltcr in 
~~ mOU:lltains. '1'0 lill'nt Cllpucci() t'eccliio, and Now a;oc !:oup
posed to OMi(' their origin; buth these towns arc situate on the 
hills; the latter JS the rc.!>iu('ncc of the bishop umI chapter of 
Pa:lltWR. 

It will naturally be a~t-eJ. to which of the lIatiOlis that were.. 
SUCCCS1>lvdy ill po."~I.!&.jon of P d'sf/l11/, tlw cdifices which sti ll 
"tiubsist arc to bc w>cribcd: Jlnt to t he ltOIll<ll1S, who nc\'cr s('~n 
.to have adopl~tl the genuine Doric style; the Sybarites arc s~ud 
to bavc oocupit'd ti l(' ncigh hol"mg plain; the Dorians tbcrdorc 
appear ·to lutvc the fajrest claim to thesc lIlujcstic ;lnd ev(.'rlasting 
Jlkmurucnf..;l, nut at what poriod wcre they erected? to judge 
from tbci.r form we mus"t conclude that th(·y arc the oldcst 
~l6cil&eU5 of Grel'iau arooilt'Cturc now in cxi~tcncc . ]n behold
ing tlll'1'll>and conkmplating their solidity bordl"l'ing upon )wuvi
Jltl.'tS, we 8re templccl. to cwui.der thea~ w; an intermediate link 
-Qetw~Q. the Egyptian and Grecian maUIIcr, .~nd the first at
tempt .to pass from the immense masses of thc fOI'n~r to the 
~ql propartioos of the latter. 111 fnct, the temples of 
PlE8Uu11., Agri.gemlltn, aIld Atll,CJ1,s. secn#instanocs -of the COlU· 

D2 



2() CLASSICAL ~'OUR 

IllCIlCcmcnt, the impro\'cnt'nl, and the pcrrectioll of tht! Doric 
order. 

'fhe first temple that presents itself to the traveller li'blll Naples 
is the smallest; it consists of six pillars at cuch end, and thirteen 
nt each sitl<', counting the angular pillars in both directions. 
The archit.IfYc is entire, as is the pediment at t he wesf end, 
excepting tlie comer stom'S and triglyphs, which arc fallen, and 
the first cornice (that immediately ovcr the frieze) wlLich is worn 
UWU)' . At the ca~t end, the mitldle of the pediJllt.'lIt with much 
of the frieze alld ('ornicc reLllains;" the north-east ('orner is 
likely to fall in a Ycry short time. The cella occupied mqre 
than ont'-thinl of the length, and had a portico of two rows 
of eolul1l11s, the shans and capitab of which, now overgrown 
wilh grass"nJ. weeds, cucumber the pavement and almost fill the 
ar~ of 1h(' temple. 

The s('cond telllple has six columns at each ('od, and four
teen 00 each side. including those (Jf the auglcs; the whole 
(~blaturc and pediments arL':iocntirc. A dOll.ule row of co
hllllilS adorned the ittlcrior of the cella, lind supportoo c.'ach 
another row oj· sml!IJ I,illars; '"the UPPCl'l1loSt is separated from 
the lower hy all urcbitrayc Dilly, without fricze or cornice. tJf 
the lutter, ..;cw·n remain !>t.anuing Otl (:ach side; it thc former, 
fire on one sid .... llOd three on the other. This double story, 
which sc..-ems il1tcnd(~d 1I),>rcly to support the root: ri.rs only a 
few it'd higher than tJu .. cxkrnal cornice, and on the whole pro
duces no good cJll:ct from the great disproportion between the 
UDder and upper columns. The cdla had two cntrances:onc at 
each end, with a portico formcd of two pillars and h~tre. 
'1'ue whole of the foundation and part of t~ wall of this cell4 
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still remain; under it was a vaull. <file of the columns with its 
capital at tlw"wcst end has lX:en struck with I1ghtlling, HUll 
siJatlt'l'cd so as to threaten ruin iJ,;. lJ,ot speedily f('pain.:d ; its ti.tlL 
will be an irreparable loss, and distigul't· olle of the most per
fect monuments now in e}.islcncc. It might indeed be r{'stored 
to its original fiXUl with little expcllS(, and lahor, as the stOTll.'S 

that I~wc fitilell remain in Ilt'<lps within its cllclO!:mr~" and might 
be replaced without difficulty. 

The third edifice is the l~rgest; it has nint' pillars at the ends 
and eighteen on the sides, including the angular (;Ohllll llS as he. 
fore. Its size is not itll only di~t inction: a row of p;llars, (''0: -

• 
tellding li'om the middle pillar at OIlC end to the middle "illll!' at 
tht' other, di vides it into two equal parb, alld i'i (:ullsi<i('I"(:d as 
a proof that it was not a temple. h s (\(:stinalitn has Ilot 
1x'Oll ascertained; SOl\lt ~ l' suppose it It ha\'{~ iJcc,e ~~ Cll~a, 
others 'l lla~ilica, and olhers a lIwre market or l·xeTm.ngc. 
In the ct'ntre there seems to have bee n atl ape rture ill the 
pavCtnent, leading, it is ~a id, to nlul l.:) and passages Hlllh,r 
ground: there is indc('c\ at l>omc'distance a :.; illlilar <lpl·rlure. like 
the mouth or a weJi, which, us OLLr gut&ko; illlorJned liS, had 
bren examined, and was probably illtt.:IH.lt.:d II) give air •• !..!d 
li~t to a long and intriC<l;t.c subterrallt!all gallery. wh ich ex
tended to the' :-oca on one side. and Oil till: uthe !" eUllIIllUIl)Cutcd 
with the te1nplcs. Such are tllc pt'culiar tt.'uttlres of ('aell of 
these edifires. In eonunon to all it may be observed, that they 
are mised upon sllbstrm.;tions· forming thtl..'C gradations (tor 11lcy 

• 
• TheM! 8~b8truetioll~ aTe ob&enable ill all thc Doric temples of Italy and &'icil.r • 

• ad .. .tisoutiaJ. to give a eorre~poDdillg SUppUl·t a!:l well as ft'licvo to WI: 
massive fwms of that~. O~ etcps Icem to aink ulJdc( the weight, aud. 
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cannot he tcnncd steps, as they aJ['C much too hi [!h for the 
purpose) iutended soldy to give due de\'ation ~\IH.i rdicro t.o 
the ~l1pcrStructllI<.' ; that th~ .,lumm; in all rise wiUlOut ~aS\'!I 

lrotn the uppermost ()f th~ dcgn:cs; that thcs(' col Ulllns an' 
alJ flllted, h( tw('en four tlltd fi,'c diameters in height, and taper 
as dwy mmcfld . about onf'-tom1.h; that the capit.a.ls .ne nil \wy 
tbt und pr4ilfll.linent; that the intercolumniation 'is a liltll!' lIlore 

than one diamct('r; lbat the order andornamcut,> al'e jll all the 
same; and t.he pediment in all wry low; in tim" that they arc · 
an built of a porous ~tone, of a li~l or ·rather yclluw grey, alltt 
in many Jtlaccs perforated and worn away_ 

In the open space between the tirr;t aad $('.('ond temple, were 
two other large edifices, built of tile _(- sort of stolle, and 
nearly of'bc !>arne siic, Their sub5tructlon5 sti li remain eo
cutt>vod,,"ith the fragmC'IlI.') of dlC columns and cn.tahla:tm·.c,· 
nnd SCl (""CI"g-rown 'with brtUIlOlcs, n{'~l(~, alhd woed,.;, as scarcdy 
t<> admit a nenr inspuction" " I t is a pity that neither the govern
.. mrt of' Naplcs!, nor the proprietor of j'cesmm, hav,c public 
sjtrit't"nough 'to reDlo\'(' the- rdhbish that hu{~.,thf' monument! 
of this city, alld l"('s-.re to their primitin~ bt'tloty (ldific(-'s which, 
as Jong as the,' t').ist, C:lll never ~HjI to attract trnvcJJcrs, aDd 
not only l'ef\Olmd to the glory, bttl: contribute very matcritftly 
to the interest!>. ',,1' the country. 

All the temple'S whic.h I 
"nd horoor a 8trt'Ct -that 

have mentioned standJin It line, 
ran from gate to gute, . ltnd di-

---------~-------~.--

_ qo.i~ 10llt in -tile 1"1Imbr(lUll ma~toy of die Doric tloluntrl. I MOO' -n.ft observe 
tbllt .. hI' BeCOI'id L6mpie iij the mOlt blauUful of1he three, and the ~'to ... 
P"'O}>Ortion~ of the 't~mples of ~Bntum. 

5 
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vided the town into two JXlru. nearly equal. A hollow space 
scooped out in a seruicircula.r form sIX'ms to be th(' Irac('" of a 
theall", and us it lie!:! in front ~'thc It'mplcs ~i\'cs rca.,un lu 
suppose, fhat other public buildings might hare ornalllt'lllcil 

tlle same'l>iJe aud Illaue it 10 correspond in grandeur with 
that opposit.c; ill wilieh case few cities ('Ould have surpas~ 
Pa:stftm ill splendid appearance. The walls of the \O\,n rt'main 
in all the circumtcrt'rlcc, five a.t least, and in some pb..:('<; twch'e 
feel l.igh; they are fOTlnt.'d of solid blocks of fl>loo(', with 
tmvcrs at intervals; the a~chway of one gate only :-otand!; cnllre. 
Consioering the mdterials and extent of this rampart, which 
'Cl\cl()!)es a space of nearly four mik'5 round, with the many 
tOW('fS that rose at intcn 'als, and its elevation ofmon! tJUln fi~l"t.Y 

fret, we must acknowled.L,"C that it wason the whole a work ofgrl'at 
strength and magnificence. Within th(''Sc walls th:lt"oncc ('ncir
c">d a populom. nmI splcndid. city no' riM! one cottage,tltwo 
farm-hou::,cs, a villa., ana a. church. The rcmaini'ng lpace i, 
covered with thick matted gras-" overgrown with brambles 
spreading OVL"T the ruins, or buried under y£'U~v undulatin~ corn. 
A few rose bushes, the remnaftts of the hiferi 1'osarifl P(L~"'. 

flourish Ileglected here and there, and :-.~I blos::,om twice a year 
in May and 1A.~ember. as if to mpport tht;ir ancient titmc. and 
j'dstl(Y the d~riptiolls of the pOd&. The rose!! arc Tt'markable 

• YirgiJ Glf.rg. IV.l. Virgil 31](1 Ovid just mf'nt;on the P~5tfln rO<lf'5_ 
Propo:!rtiuq· introdllc.e, Ihpm ab an instancc of mortality-Clamlian cmploy~ them 
to gra:e a ~ompljmcntHry compari~on. Ausooius'\Jone prp;,ent~ them ill all th{'ir 
beaut) a nd fi't'slllleS9. 

Vidi PlI!8tano gandere ro..aria cultu 
.uoriellte .ovo roaci(b. L.uci~rl;). 

Idyil. XlV. 
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for their fragrance. Amid these object .. , and scenes rurul and 
ordinary, risc the three temples· like the mau~oicUlm, of the 
ruined CiIY, odrk, silent, all£l .najcstic. 

It wa" uow dusk, and on our entrance into the hishop's "illa 
we tound a plentiful l'f'past, and excellent wines waiting our 
arri\al. O~ beds and rooms were all good. and m·cr.v Piling 
calculated to makeollf visit to Pa:stum as agreeable in it .. a('com~ 
patlimf:nt<; as it was interesting in its object. The night was 
bright, the weather warm but airy, a .. gale sweet and refrctohing 
blt'w from the neighboring hills of Acmpob and Callimam; no 
~ound was heard but the rt'gular murmurs of the ncighl>oring 
sea. The temples, silvered OV('f by the light of lhe moon, ros(' 
full before me, and fixed my eyes till sleep closed them. In the 
morning the first object that presented itseij' wa::. still the tcm
p1l'spnow blazing ill thA'uII beams of the sun; bcJond them dk' 
ItCH glittl-ring as lilr a." sight could reach'. andahc hills and moun
tains roulld. all Iighkd up with brightness, We passed soille 
hour::. in rcrisitinlJ".thc ruins, and contemplating thc snrround
ingw;ccnery. 

PttMum stands in a [('rtile plain, bounded on the west by the 
Tyrrh(,llc Seal about a mile distant on tht> south by fine bills, iii 
the mit\o;t of which Acropoli ~its cmbosomcd; on the llorth, by 
the bay of :~UlCIlIO, and it:. rugged border; while to t.he east, 
the country swrils into two nwuntains. which still retain tbeir 
ancient numes CuUilllara<Alutl Cal/tena-, and behind them towers 

• Tht"1iC Ilills :md lhe n~jghborjng plain were the thl'atre of some blOllld!!kir
Jnj~hell between the Roman armies and the bandsofSpartacWl, 
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MOtIf Albul'Tfu"y itself with its ppinted !lummits. A strC<lm called 
the Solofolle (which may probably be its ancient appellation) 
flows under the wall-;, and by sr~ading it'i waters on'r iL" low 
borders, and thus producing pools that corrupt in hot wcatll1'r. 
continues: as in ancient times-, to infect the air, and render 
Peestum a dangerous residence in SUllllller. A~ the heab were 
incr~asing. and the season of' malaria approach('d,~ Wi"l rlid not 
deem it prudent to prolong our excursion, and left l)d',~tIIm with. 
out accomplishing the whole of our object, which Wil" to examine 
the ruins of Posid071ia, ,:jsit tht'! island of Lim~/I (the ancient 
Leucositl, which Jikc Naples lakes it. .. name from a Syren) 
and the CaIJt' Palimml$, explore the I'CC~!;C" of Albllrlllls. 
and waQdcr over the vale of Di(/IIO watered 1>)' the c/ussic 
Td1log1<J. Thc ruins of PO.lidOllia which, tiS I "itVC already 
mentioned, cover thc plain that cxt("l\d.from PtTstUIII to Agro
r'b1i cannot but t'xhibit, if duly ('xamined, ... onw valpabJ.? uronu
ment, or at least St>mc instance of the opulence aud rdincnU'ut 
of its founders, the luxurious S~arite~. These people, wht'll 
cnsJa\'c<i by the Lucanians, and afterwaras subjectcd to the 
Uomans, still retained a fond attachment tu the name and ,itan
ners of Greece. ancl are said to have cM'!piayt'd their partiality 
to their mother country in a manner that e"inn's botll tilLir taste 
and their ~CcJing. Being compcli<-'(I, it S(,(,l"" by circum_ 
stances, or the will of the cOll(]ucrors to i:Hlopt their language 
and manners, which AristoxcllUS, who rdatcs tbe anecduh', 
emphatically calls being barlmri:('ci, they were accustomed to 
assemble annually, Oil onc of the gr~t tcstirals of Gl'eCCl', in 
ordl!r to revj"c the memory of their Ureciall origiJl, Iv o;l'l'ak 

~-------- - - --.-- --- -
• Sh'bo, Lib, .,.. 

VO!. U. F. 
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encomiums of Galen. V'he Sarnlls. though not unhonort.-d by 
the. ancients hal! yet been celebmled with more complacency by 
the modern poets. Sannazarius, whom I have before men
tioned wilh due applause, freqUf.'ntly anudes to it, and on one 
occasion descriocs the rj\'ef and the scenery that borders its 
banks with much truth and beauty. 

Vitabant titU5 qua piDofUia culta vadosu~ 
lrrigat et placido cursu petit equora Sarnu~ 
Grata qui!'llllemorum manantibul undique rivi. 
£t Zephyri. denP ••• inler crrpitantibu.~ alnos. 

These fertile plains have been often stained with hOtitile blood. 
and once witnessed the defeat and death of a Gothic monarch. 
Narses was the Roman general. 'reia the barbarian chief. Stabite, 
now Castcit a mare di Stabia, Imd in Pliny's time disappeared 
as a town and given pl$ce to a villa-. It is now once more a 
populous town, and surrounded with rural retreats. At the vCry 
gates of Naples, under the Ponte de la _Yaddalena, Bows the 
SehethtlS, with all the honors "of its ancient name, but too incon. 
bidera.ble 1\ rill to be represented, 8S it seems to have been for
merly. as a characteristic feature of Naples. 

Docuque Parthenope, Sebetbide rotciJa nympbR. 

AF. we con!nued our route without stopping at Salerno, we 
arrived at Naples on the 'lame day, but very late . 

• It".. dettroyed by t<ylla, and never ..... to bave revived. 

Quod Dune in'llillam abiit. PUn. Lib, III. 
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CHAP. II. 

RETURN OJ!' THE KING 'J'O NAPLE8--RE.JOICING9--0RJ'I'AMENTAL 

llUILDINGIJ--CO\J RT-CUARACTER OF THAT MONARCH---OP 

THE QaEN-ILLVHJNATlO.NS--UZZARONJ-CHA.RACTER 0" 

TH,F; NEAPOLITANS-RETURN TO ROME. 

W Ehad now made all the excursions which arc usuany pointed 
out to travellers, or rather, all which the time of our arrival and 
the advanced season I\'ould permit us to makc with convenience, 
and perhaps safety. Our curiosity howcver was far from being 
sated. The south of ItaJy, Apulia, l1ruttium and Calabria, 
which still retain the forest wildness t1lat attracted the Romans, 
when they were sated with the softer beauties of LaliUllj and 
Campan'a·, now lay before us, and presented s~many inte
resting objects, that it wall imposaible not to feel a most ardent 
desire' to continue and extend our excursions. 'I'he lake Am

'Janelus was within our reach; M(nmt Vrtliln' rises not very much 
farther, on the banks of the A'ujidus; numberless lakes ex-

• 
• Seneca de Tranquillitate 2. 
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pando foresls spread, and cities flourish in the windings of the 
Apennines, 3S they statch their. ramifications over the southern 
provinces;which have never yet beeu visited by travellers, and 
,careely noticed by geographers. In these unexplored haunts 
what a harvest awaits the classic traveller! how much of the 
languages, manners, names, aod perhaps even ifuilding<> of 
ancient Italy may be hereafter discovered! Some villages arc 
known still to retain the Greek language. and are c \'cn said to 
spea.kit with more purity than the modern Greeks themselves; 
a proof that they have not been much visited by the successive, 
invaders that have overrun the more open and frequented parts, 
and a presumptive argument that their manners and bloot! may 
have hitherto been but little adulterated. 

But it was vain to long aftor new excursions; circnm
stances strong enough to control our classical projects calJed 
us homewards, and obliged us to abridge our stay at Na
ples. Being thus under the necessity of departing, we wished 
to be at Rome for the f~ti"81 of St. Peter, in order to see the 
illumination of the dome, one of the grandest ideas of Michael 
Angelo, and supposed to be the finest nhibition of the kind in the 
world. But the return of the Neapolitan court from Palermo. 
and tbe testivities and rejolcings which were to accompany that 
event, indu<*l the party to remain n week longer af Naplet. 
'fhis determination bas since been a wbject of regret, arul with 
reason. Kings and courts are objects neither uncommon 'not 
very curious; illuminations and balJs are ordinary amU5ement!. 
But the maulloleum of Adrian tumed into a volcano, and the 
dome Dr the Vatican cnvJoped with tire, are spectacles sublime 
and wonderful, exhibited at Rome alooe, and seldom bfheld 

S 
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mQre than once by an ulbramcpttu1'Ie. 'rhese .beIwever we d.id 
resign. a~ th.e cow·t~.f Naples we have 8Cfl1,. 

Preparation::! had been making for tke reception &f the rOJa} 
family fur some time, and tempke and triUlUphul uehes. SU~ 

pefb porticos and splendid theatres, all on the ancient ~ 
had. been erected in the w~t strecb and ~ frequented 
squares. OpPQ6ite the ~ stood a Corin\\Uufl, on the road 
to Podici, an Io.ui<; tewplc: O.(l tile Largo del Ca~cUo .. theatre, 
whicb, witb a llori.c co}oonade 11,0(\ son~ inli.talioos of the P.:eau,a 
ruins., furmed. the pnncilJW of tb~e tt~llpomry edif.w;:C8. '.1'bcif 
proportions., style. a.nd deooratious ",~e in general in v~ry good 
taste, and AJ8VC them an air \If an!i<Juc grandeur admil'a.bly 
adqpWd 1;0 the Datl.lC, the bi!.tory. and the scen~ry of dlC ~)Iaoe . 

EWY r~er IH'"'st have obs~\'oo, that ~ ~, thca\r~cal d('Cointions, 
artillts haye a great ii.l.cihty in ~'a\chiDg the l1la,nncr Df the 
anc,;icnts •• Pad co)lying t~ simpk lUlIl beaulijitl, while in solid 
and permanent fahri!"s tlll''y almOO invariably kltie !iigb,t of tlwse 
<]ualities. ancl give us whim and cJcf<lrmity in their place. The 
trutb iCeIUS to be, that iA triyial and oc(~a.sioaal works they 
cooteAt t~cm,selves with a display of knowledgo ouly. while in 
grud aQd.la.sti~g: undertakings, they s8pire '0 the .bigJ~ prai;e 
(If Ulvcntion and genius, and scorning to imh.ate,. cadt'&vo.r to 

$W'pasi ~eir m~tef$. In vain! fuilure has hltheiW been tbei.f 
UoI,,,,jablo ",\C. 

But; to proceed-tile inscriptiOBS on these ornamental builQ.. 
i,ug, by no means oorres.PQllded with tWir appearance; long, 
~ ao,d inflated" they betrayrd tither the ban-eUDe>S of the 
~lj)jwt or4ibe d~ cf the writer. 



CLASSICAL TOUR 

On the twenty-seventh of June (Sunday), early in the morn
ing, the ~ing's ships appeared off CaprIL accompanif'd by the 
Medu.,a Captain Gore. and a few English sloops. About 
ten the royal family landed at Port lei, and between five and 
six the King set out on horseback to make his public entr~ into 
Na~es. The multitudes that crowded the road, and thf'ir 
frantic demonstrations of joy, impeded the procession, so that 
it was nearly sunset before it entered the palace, when he 
immediately hastened to the chapel. and attended at the ~t! 
Deum, Thence he proceeded to the hall of audience, where a 
numerous and brilliant assembly, composed of all the nohilit,Y 
of the country, and of all the foreign ministers, were waiting to 
receive him. On his entrance the ladies rushed feri ... ard, and 
kissing his hands with tears and exclamations of jOi' prevented 
him for some time from advancing. The king received tt,ese 
effusions of loyalty and personal attachment, not with kindness 
only, but with emotion, and returned them with many aff~· 
tionate expressions and inquiries. 

As he passed towards the upPer end of the haB, he spoke to 
his old courtiers with great affability and case, and taking his 
usual place in the circle instantly addres .. ed himself~ with "i"ible 
satisfaction, to Mr. Drummond, the English Minister; asked 
bim several questions with that rapidity of utterance w!jch gr(>.at 
joy occw.ion" and without waiting to hear the names of the 
persons presented, exclaimed, with great condescension, politely • at the same time directing his looks to each person-They are 
Engli!h, and of couryy friends; I am '{'try glad to ste tltem 
all, and bid them welcome to Naples. After !lome con~sation, 
perceiving the French Minister, who stood close by him, visibl, 



THROUGH ITALY. .s 

mortified at sltch a marked prcfcn:"nce, he seem<,d to recollect 
himself, and turning to him; nskcd th~ usual f1UjSlion!l, with 
cnmmon politeness. About haif past nille his majesty retired. 

}"'erdinand lV. is now in tht" fifty-first year of hh. age; in his 
person,he is tall and strait, rather thin than corpulent; liis ta('{~ 
ito v('ry long. his hllir and t·yc-hrows white, and his countenance 
oh the whole far from comely, but ligllted up by an c~prcssiou 
of good nature Hnd benignity that pleases 1lI01'C and lalSis longer 
than symmetry of features. His IlHlIHlcrs nrc ensy, IIi/; COIl
vcrsatioll affable, and hi" whole deportment (princes will pardon 
me if I presume to m('l\tion it as IL compliment) that of a. 
thoro~ll gentleman. With regard to mental endowments, 
nut.nrc seems to hu\'c placed him 011 a level with the gre:lt llIa
pity of fnaukind, that is, in a !ltutc of mediocrity, and without 
either defect Of cxcclll"llCY. a slate the best adapted to sovereign 
lJOw('r, because least likely to abuse it. ]f onc degn.->e below 
it, a monarch bt-comcs the tool of every designing knave neat 
his pe~on, whether valet or nliuistcr; if only oncdcgrec above it, 
he lx-l'OIllCS restlC"s and lIlfintenlionully miscliievolls, like the 
Emperor Jost'ph; and if curscd with genius, he turns ont like 
:I-'rcdcric, a conqueror and a despot. But the /-,rood sense 
whicJl }'rrdinand derived from natufC, requirL"{l the adv81l
tag<'~ of cultivation to develop and direct it; and of these 
adva1fiages he was unfortunately deprived, in part perhaps hy 
the early absence of his father, and ill part by Jhc nrgligcJ1CC 0/" 

design. f~:st of his tutors, and afterwards of his courticl1I. 13Cjli "~ 
raise.-1 to the throne in the eighth yc~ of his age, and shortlJ 
aft. left by his father under the di rectIOn of a regency. he can
not be supposed to be inclined, nor lilt,), capahlc of compelling 

VOL, 1[. F 
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him, to application. The result has been as usual, a great 
propt'nsity ~ active exercises, imd an aversion to studIOUS 
pursuits. The ignorance which follows from these habits is 
such as to extend to articles, known among us to every 
persoll above daily labor, and it 110\ unfrequently shows itself 
in conversation, and betrays his majesty into mistakes that 
sometimes startle even well-trained courtiers. Thus, n:ention 
being accidentally made in his presence of the greal ~wer 
of the Turks some centuries ago, he observed, that it was no 
wonder, as all tilt t~;or{d 'turt: Turks before tile birt!, if ollr 

Saviullr. Upon another occasion, when the cruel execution of 
Louis XVI. tIleD reccnt, happening to be the subject of conver
sation, one of the courtiers remarked, that it was th~ £l.'Cond 
crime of tllC kind that stained the annals of madern Europe: 
the King asked with surprise. where such a deed llad~een peP,: .' . 
petratcd before; the courtier replying in England. Ferdinand 
asked, ·with a look of disbelief, what king of England was ever 
put to death by his people? the other of course answering Cbarles 
I. his majesty exclaimed, with some degree of warmth and in
dignation-No, Sir, it is impos!lihlt, you are misi1ifOl'1lled; tlte 
English lI.,·e too 10.IJal atul brute a people to be gllilf.1J of such an 
atrocious crime. He added; depc1I(t upon it, Sir, if is a mere tale 
trumped lip by tile jacobills at Paris to Co2'ellse theit· 011<7l guilt by tllr. 
uample of $0 great a nation.; it ml'!1 do 1:ery u'tJl to deceive thri" 
Oll'lt people, but fi,111 not, I },npe, dupe u! ! 

On this occasi~n my :readers may be dispO!Ied to escuse the 
Kings incredulity, which, however great the ignorance it sup
poses, arose from a gene'ous attachment to the glory and 'i~it 
of his allies. The following anecdote may, in some degree. 
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palliate the lamentable defect of which I am speakiug. h}' shew
ing that it is to be ascribed rather to the arts of uthe .. than to any 
natural illdiffcr(,llcc or Ic\·ity in the monarch himself: A French 
Minister, being secretly commissioned by his court, in a very early 
period of the King's reign ,to call his altcntibn, if possiblt', lo seri
ous and becoming occupations. touk an opportunity of enlarging 
upon the picasur('s of reading in his prcsen..:e, and did it'\vith so 
mucl~ effect, that the young King some day~ after told him that 
he was deterlllaned to try the experiment, and asked him what 
hook he would fC'commt::ud as at once usefnl and mnusll1g. Th(' 
minister vcntured to mention the life of J [cury IV. as a work 
well calculated for the purpose, and heggcd leave to preslml it 
to his..l\bjesty. A month passed, during which the minister 
was waiting with impalience for the result, and expecting at 

pcry Icv4I'e to hear the royal opinion of the book be had re

commended. In yain; the book and subject sl."elllcd utterly 
forgotten. At length being admitted into his Majesty's apart
ment, he s<.\w the life of Henry lying on the table, and fixed his 
eye upon it, which the King perceiving. said, with a smile-
There is /lour book ulIt(l1Icllad; tlil'.1J d()u', t~,;,\-/t me to 1"Clld, so J 
ltal'e giwn it up. So far the royal miud dppcar'!! to disad
vantage ; we will now place it in a more fu\'orablc light, and 
point out some features that never fail to dl:!light even in the 'ab
sence of intellectual flccompli~lllnenls. 'l'bough nursed in the 
hosom of majesty, and almost cradled in the throne, of COUI1!C 

tlattercd UIl'J idolized, that is, hardened against every feeling 
but that"Of self-interest, he is yet reported to""have shewn UPO" 
an occasions a tender aud compassiollate disposition. The 101-
lowi;1g installCt! would do credit to the fl."Ciinb"S of a privlltt: 
citizen. and when it is considered how seldom public distil.'S!I pc
,Jletrates the palace,,.and is felt within the circle of toyalty, must 
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be ackDOwledged to be doubly honorable and praise-'Yort.hy in 
a prmce, 

In the year 1764: when a gr~t seal'city prevailed at 
Naples. and the Dlilery among tbe 19wer dalitScs was extreme. 
some of the courtiers agreed togctlfur to give Il1o :.uppt-'f and 
ball at' l)osilypo. The king heard of this ·iII.timeU project of 
amusement, and though thcn ill his thirteenth ye-<1r .only~ 
observed~ with some ill hllOlor~ tllat partiCli 0'" pleasure were 
unseasonabJe in such circuUlstances, IWd that it would be 
more becoming those who were c..'ngaged in it lO share than 
insult public distress, The hint WWf of course taken, and the 
arraogemellft given up. Upon another o("'Ca'>ion, while aMuost a 
child, he is saKi to have been prevailed upon lJy one of his at
tendants to beg the Council of Regency to set a. certaia crinll~ 
at liberty: the Council n~ry properly &:ejected the King's requesf! 
upon which be wt'nl to h.i:. apattmeQ,t, and. with a sort of boyish 
resentment threw open a C3:.,I'C qf canary birds, saying-At 
remt ~ wili gh'c liberty 10 tLt'lIt prUoJlers, ,nflct 1 CtUtlIot free 
IITly ot/ten, 'l'hese instrmc('s of bcQItWolence, strengthened and 
d." ,Moped by an nftahility and good humor that. seemed to 
increase as he .. chanced ill lifc, added considerably to the paI

liality and aUadUllcut which th.e Neapolitans had COO(:eived for 
him, from the circumstance of his bciog destined to n:maia 
with thClJl, t.'O govern \hem in person, and deliver 'hem fro\n all 
the evils (,If de{gatcd authorjty. Tbis popularity, lbough 
founded at £tst rather upon the hopes and wiMles tun the cxpe
lienee oftbe people, he bas had tJae good fortuue neyer to torlf.:,i,t, 
and after a reign of DKWC thaa forty y('u., the Mtkr Nt of 
whit!h bas I>CeR marked by ievl'nesand disatiter, hestil:lC()utmUits 
to cojo.y the atJcctio. aDd rev~rence "t' w. S¥hjects. 
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The Queen is an archduchCSfl of the imperial family, sisler to 

the late Queen of Fnmcc. and to'the archduchess Chri~lla. ,,'ho 
once governed the Low Countries. In CO\llltenance and manner 
she resembles the latter ; in spirit 1 believe the former, and has 
always heeD supptlSed to hare a very cOllsid'rabJc share in the 
managf'ment of public.aifairs. That qUCt'DlJ should ha\'e influa 
wee, is natural, and howsoever mischicvow~. Pffl»tps unavoid_ 
able; bot that they ~hould be admitted into the p,rivy council 
and tuke their plc':e at the boarrl, is a pbcnonlcnon. first wit. 
nl'S&"d I believe at N aplcSy at. the marria~ of the pf{'.sent 
~u('en. As the h{'X is \If'Sy generally, without doubt un
justly, supposed to be inflll"nccd by personal considen.tions, and 
tuidcd f'ctl'her by the feelings ~f the heart tllan by the J ihat~ of 

<-1tlC l'mdersbmding. every obnoxious a.nI. unsuccessful measure i!; 
irtvariably attnbult'd to q~ns. 'mere their influence is .,\si
ble "hod acknawledged. Thus has it hapJlffied at Naples: C'ff'1rj 

MRf'liomlion in Hl(, law1\, l."Very imlnlgencc in govoemme&1i, are 
IUPJ>Ofi€d to Bow from the natural and unbiuS800 goodness of the 
monarch, while every unwi3e regulation or oppressiye mcmmre is 
ron5t&ntly 8SCTibed to the pre8ominull(.~ of th(' queen. Iklt 
the Neapontaps are bJ 00 mt'ans an iH-hurnort"d or rliscontcnkd 
I&C(", and till the late :French invasion they seem to llave been 
atrang ... ~ to complaint and factioQ. Nor illti.coo was tlw:re mucb 
toom. -10 ........ hpt. 

'l'hf, kingdom of Naples 1tad fl. ages labored uQder the aec-... 
Muiated weicht of the tCudal s.yste~ and of viceregal admiDis
Wation·. 'l'he former ~hained and ClISlayed nine-tntth.s of uS' ~ 
p~latio"' wlMle the tatter, u.e meet perni('ious mode gf goyern
R'IIeM ever experie~, s"bjeck'<\ the whole nation eo systt'matic 
plunder, and ruled lAc eoufltrJ wi~ a view, not to ~ts own into-
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rests, but tQ the interests of a foreign court, in its Hlry nature, 
proud, SIlspicious. and vindicti\Oe. From the last of these evils 
the accession of Ferdinand IV. delivered the Neapolitans. King 
of the Two Sicilies only, he had no distant realms to look to 
:15 a more brillia't and engagingjnh(·ritance. Naples was nol 

to him a step to a more elevated situatioi; it was his home, and 
his and its interests became too closely interwoven in lus mind 
and feelings to be el'er separable. The fcu1fdl systclJI was an 
evil that had taken deeper root, and entwim .. --d;tself witll so many 
institutions, civil and ccclesinstical, that to disentangle them 
without danger TC<luired time and delicacy. Those who lost bJ 
reform, and who, though few in numbers were yet far the most 
powerfrtt part of the community, of cour&e opposed .it at every 
step, and retarded its progress. Much however, or rather what... 
must appear much wbl'.Jl due regard is had to circumstances,JI8S 
been done by the present king since his accession, first under' the 
administration of Tanltcci, who, from the chair of law in the uni. 
versity of Pisa, was advanced to the dignity of first minister at 
Naples; and afterwards of Sir John Acton, who has pursued 
and eo larged the beneficial plans of hi ,; predecessor. But in 
U country where the whole system is" a vast shapeless heap 
of institutions, decisions and customs taken from the codes, 
decrees, and manners of the 'different nations and chiefs, who 
have pf>Opled or imadcd it; where abuses jove grown from 
abUl)L'!4. and where power has ever enjoyed the privilege of op
pressing rigi4; in such a country the evil is always prominent, 
and mu"t uatllrally excite the surprise and indlgn~tioll of the 
traveller; while the reform, whose operations arc &Iow and 
lIoilent, ~ometimes reaches him only as a report, and some
timeg entirely cscapt'S his notice. Certain it is, that since 
the commencemellt of Ferdinand IV:s reign, the poW{'f of 
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the barOI16 has been checked. the number of ecck'iia!>tical esta
blishments diminished, the surprus of the income of t~c church 
applied to objects of pubhc utility, many academies and 
schools established, a marine and an army almost created, the 
police better regulated. an~ the morals an'! manners of the 
common people raised.,and refined. Now these improvements, 
great in- themselves, and still greater because they Ie;,ul naturally 
and unavoidably /1.0 other ameliorations, an' sufficient to entitJe 
the reigr+ing mon.eh to the love and gratitude of his people. 

To return to the court-'l'hc assembly, as has been remarked 
above, was numerous and brilliant, and its brimancy augmented 
by the number of stars aDd ribbrms that blazed in c\"ct:1 direc
tion. The multiplicity of dlese honorary badges, for where at. 
lnOitcvery individual is graced with them they can scarce be call
ed ~istinctions, may contribute to the splendor of the show, but 
must diminish the l'alut! of thc ornamcnt; insomuch indeed, that 
the absence of aU such decorations seemed to conter a more 
honorable distinction otJ t1lf~ Englil'h ministel', than allY that 
could be derived from the united lustre of all the stars of all 
the orders. 

It ,va~ dark when the court brc)kc up. and as the whole cit) 
was Illuminated 'l.e directed our course to the principal squal8 
and ornamental buildings, all of which were lighted up with a 
profusion of lalilps, arranged in such a manner ~ to shew tbe 
form and o/naments of each edifice to the best advantage. 
In iUummations both the I 'tench and Italians surpass us, and 
on this occasion the Neapolitans, I thought, shewed more taste 
and magnificence than I had witnessed l>efore in any country . • The most splendid, and to us the most novel, obiect was tbe 
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Cart:huaian .Abbey of San }jim·tino. wh..ich.stands on .the same 
hill as the fortl"C:'s of St. Elmo: The regulanty of t1tis t.-oibcc, 
its magnitude, lJlld its t'ievat~J situation, adapt it in a pe
culiar manllcr to the dbplay of well combined ligba, and 
mew off to adran&gc the whole plan of a regular ilhlluination. 
Thil!' abbey is perhaps in tlu: lUost bcautiW.l site in the vicinity of 
NapJc!I; it lStands so high, nnd is n1accd at the same, time in 
so central a. point that it commands the ,"'Iolc city. which 
spreads immediatcly under it, tbe bay wita all its ~rders. 
islands, :Iud WilU1'illgs. Mount Posi1./jpo, and the promontory 
of Misenus on one side; and all the other, Aiount Vt!suviw;, and 
the promontory dr SutTcntum; a view that might charm ~olitude 
itself, if the tediousness of cver-dllring solitude was susceptible 
of any . charm. Wilen tbe immense front of thi,'1 rLlitice is 
iIIuwinated. and all its divisions are traced i.n light, wheaita 
windoW1 are framed in flames, it!'l pil1ars become massa of'fifey 
and their capitaJs so many crowns of stars; when its cornice is 
conn:rted iaw ODe long lambent blaze, and its roof glows from 
end to end with brightness, it appears like.a fairy fabric scated in 
the clouds, or a palace of fire sl:spended in the sky, tIlt' residence 
~f some genius superintending the wclflrc of the~ity below. A 
vast nutss of darkncss immediatdy under and around it forms a 
strong cQIltrast, while a few'amps !'cattcred here and there 
down the side ofthe hill, seem to mark tho waJ &om tbM aerial 
mansion to tbe earth. The effect of this, and ir:wleed of the gene
ral iUuminati~, migtU be seen to most advantage from the hay, 
a little beyond tIle Castel del UOf)O~ whence tbe cy" could take 
in at once the ~vhole city and itl vieinit], ,:,ith the to,wns of 
Portici and Castel d Mare, the lights or wTlien spread over the 
hilis were re8~tcd from the bay, and played in iong lines on 
the suifuce of the water. 
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The ~lumlnatio~ were renewed Cor thrl"C :lUCCCKsi\ e nights, 
duril~g which the streets were" thronged with a population sur
passing c\'en tJlat whicb swar.1S in the most frequented streeL" 
of London. at the very hour of business. On account of tlll~ 
crowd. carriages, with the exception of tl'l&c belonging to the 
court and to a few lJivilegl'd persons, such as j)rcign ministers, 
Ilra-niers, &c. who, it Ulipt Ix: oWlled, did not abuse the exemp
tion. were pr4ibitcil. H pl't.,'cautioll both prudent and popular. 
Yet aotwiths~ding ,this 'prcshurc we witness<>o no disorder, 
Dot a sin,!Zlc scene of riot, drunkenncss, ¢uarrclling, or inde
cency. In Dlauy streets, particularly in the Strada di Tf)/e(/o and 
along the Clliaia, there were little tables alfU cook-!bops, where 
the passcngOcrs stllpcd and supped as appetite promflk>d (hem; 
tbese tables, with the pUl'tit..-'S groupl:d around them ill difft.·rent 
attitudes und dres&"S, with their ~t\trcs and lively tones, gave a 

sprightliness and animation to lhe scene quite peculiar to the 
place and climate. It is impo3sible to witness the general good 
humor that reigns amid such an immense popuiace at aU times, 
and particularly when Ule joy of the moment lays them most 
open to sudden impulse. und not conceive a good opioion of 
their tempq, and 08t reflect with surprise on the very ullfdvor
able accounts given of the Neapolitans, as indeed of tile Italians 
iu gpncraJ, by some hallty -and prejudicc.>d o~r\'ers, l':ho 
have not hesi~ted to represent them as a nation of idlers, 
buffoons, cht,P.ts, adulterers, and assassins. Of these imputa .. 
tions some arc common, I am afraift, to aJl countries. and 
otbers 3lj grounded upon misconceptions, ignorance, and sOlm ..... 
times a qmllity still less excusable, a. prope1}sity to censure and 
mi.representulU:)r}~ 'ft..at animation of gest~reJ and that imita
tive ~~ 80 much rt."COmmended by the au~cient omtors when 
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unde .. the management of tasto aud jtyigment, is the JeWlt of 
deep sensibility and common belth tu tJle Greeks and Ita~an!J. 
In the higber class, when poiJslQ h.r <-"<lucation, it is graceful 
and pleasing; in the lowe!" it is lively and natural, but aorne
ti..ulCS Hpt. at least ~n the opiuion of a pltkgmlltic ftorlherlt, 

to degenerate i~o buffoonery. Y ct even -.lUs buifoooery shews 
gft'at quickness of apprehension, and.. constitutes the 81P1°O
work of that pantomime which wa~ a Hnrorite alDu~cnt among 
the aucicnts, c,'en during the most refin;d ~ To re;roach 
them therefore wit'" it is only ' to say , that tbe lower dass in 
Naples has not sufficient discernment to employ the gifts of na
ture to the Ueil ad~tagc, and that their talents are not im
pt'O\'cd anIl perfected by education. 

The imputation of idJencss cannot be founded on the all':' 
pearance of the country. cultivated as it is on aU sides to 
the highest degree of perfection; it seems father to hue 
arisen from th.r- manoin and appmT'dnce of the Lflzzoroni, 
a c1ass whoge very existem:e has been represented as 'a pol;'" 
tical p.henomcnon~ a. reproach to the goverument and the cha~ 
meter of the country. The fact is, that lhis peclJliar tribe i!J 
neither more DOl' less than the ~rer part of the laboring class, 
such as are .tached to 110 parti~u)ar trade, but williog -to work 
at aU, and to take any job that is offered. If in London, 
where there is a r~ tide of Commeroo ttIId. a constant 
call for labor, there ar?suPpole(l to be at least twenty thousand 
persons who rise every morning without employment.and rely 
for maintenance Of the accidents of t~ d.,.;)t is but mir to 
allow NaplC9, tccmipg as it is with popul:tion !lb:d yq dostitute 
of H1uilar mcaJ)S of suppo,ung it, to have in proportiOli" a greater 
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uum~ the same dtBtription, without iucurriug tilt! censure 
of J8Iiues&.. 

The Lnnaroni arc the porters of NapJ4..-s; they arc some
times attached to great houses undl't thc-appellation of FaD
chino della Co.fa, ta. perform commissiuns fot servants, and 
give _ stance where stT«lgth and CJccrtion aTC requisite; and 
in such stations they are ~llld to have glvCD proon ox secrecy, 
hooes~ and dtsintcrestedncss, nry unuivl among S(n'ants. 
'Their dres., is often only a ihirt and trowsers; their diel mac
caroni, fish, water Inelon, with iced walff, "ld not unfretJuently 
wit~ei and tjl.eir habitation the portico of a church or palace. 
'('heir athl{' tic f~ and oon!Jtant flow of spirit! liTO' sufficient 
~llstratioo.8 of tlle salutury c60cts of I.tllch plain . food, and 
atmple habits. Yet tb~ very circumstances, the consequences 
or ratlter the blC'8Sings of the climate, have hoen turn",'<i into 
• Stl~ject of reproath, and ct!'preseuted &i the ~ult of indiJfcr. 
eDoe and mdoH:!nt'c in a people either ignorant '6f the comforts 
of life, or too 13,1;)" to procure them. It ","ouM be ha.ppy 
hmtevei if the poor i. every other country could so well dis-
peuee with awimw food~ nnd warm covering. 

The name nr ratild nickname by which this dass is dt:81gw 

lIated,. l1atwJ"ally tenus to prejudice the strange!' against them, Q! 

it IJeCmI to corrvey the Klea of a sturdy *'F~; it1l deri~tion is 
a IOUbject of cooJt>cturc: th(' most propable seems to be that 
.dopted .. Napk-s it5dt~ which 3upposes it to originak from the 
tipanisb word ~., It-'ri1'cd from lourild, .gnifyiag tattered, 
tom or ~, 1m>nollnooil by th(' Spaniards aa; by tiS, la$6e/'o, 
aad c&avcrtcd by tbo NrapolitaM into lan-en}, ln~ .. oni. It 
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ill became the Span;ard. afler all to twe contemptuotl\ appel
latiom. to n people whom th('). oppres~wd. pillaged an« de
gmded. and to ground tho5('· appellations oil the misery, 
nakcdnc"'~ . and general poverty, produced hy their own in
justice. 

SC\ era} anccdotC"S are ft"lated of thl"lf' LIl~=arolli, that ~ol1nd 
much to .their credit, and imply f£'Cling<> which do not super
abound in any r~k. Hod .auld dO" honor to the JWgbest. 
They un' said to ha\'c shewll a rooled avc~ion to the inqui
sition, and by thC¥ resolute and unabating opposition, pre
vented its, establishment in the kingdom of Naples, while the 
other inhabitants submitted to the mca .. ur~f the court, and 
received it without reclamation. They have manifested, when
ever an opportunity enabled them to exprcs--; thcir feelings with 
energy, a warn} attachment to the cause of liberty, Ind an 
abhorrent'c of opprcs!i.\pn and injustice, which have more than 
once checked me carrer of go\'cmment in its way to despotism. 
In these cxertions tll('y had the danger and the glory·cntirely 
10 thcmsches. and may with reason bo. that 1Vbcre the nobJes 
.1'il'ldcd they made a stand, and by their perse.rance saved 
from utter hopeless s1m'cry, lh. country which tbeir superiors 
were readrto bc-tray. E\ en in the late invasion, they ge
nemusly calUe forward, and offel'(,-d their persons and livE"! to 
their sovereign, and pding neither chiefS to command, nor 
officers to lead them po, they reluctantly submitted to in. 
action, but with a surly silence and tbrrotening alpeCt, that 
awed the invade., and checked for ... ce.lhM insolence and 
rapacity of .. French army. Such is their pd!.lic ,,"t-their 
private jee1ings have oftentimes been displayed with" equal 
advantage. 
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When.in 1783, the £'¥ists of Cnlabria were dcsolntcd by 
a mO\t extensive earthquake, "and thousands of families re
ouccd to absolute misery; whiJt,thc court, the nohility ,md the • 
clergy at Natlb, ex(.'rted themselves with becoming zeal to 
alleviate their distress, and supply them with c1nthcs, provi
sions, and other artiGJcs of ahsolute llcccssit}" the Laz:.nroJ/i 
gave all they could c()pWlllnd their daily labor, and "ohm
tccred their services ill rollectillg. transporting and 1l('cel0-
rating lbc conveyance Qf the difJ.ercnl stores to the "plucc of 
their destinatioll. The truth is, if we may ~elieve some Nea. 
politan writers, the Laz:arolli, properly so called, arc the 
most laborious and disinterested part of ftc popuJation, at
tached to reJigion and order, simple and sincere iD tlleir 

~. 

mannt'r.! aod expressions. faithful to those who trust them, 
and ready to shed- the last drop of their hlood sooner than 
betray -the inteTt.--sts of their employers. It is however to he 
observed, that tlley con fmc these encomiulIls to the true bom 
Neapolitan La::.taroni, who arc to l>c "'~arcful"" distingui!>hctl 
from a~t of beggars, wh() inft.-"St the churches J.md arC' seen 
lounging in rags and .ncss ill public places, cndea\roring to 
procure by ~ng what the others emn by labor; tllt"s(', they 
assure us, ar4l in gL'Ilcral ~trangT' who resort tu Naples on ac
COUlIt of the climate, and genera lly ('ontri,'c to bcjt't the ch . ..o1"S 

of inns and force themselves upon tl'arc11C'rs under tIle nppd
latioD of Laz::.aflimi. From these va~ant llml unprincipled 
mendicants, many writers seem to have taken the odious 

• picture ,.icb they have drawn of that hard-working, lilithi'u) 
class of people· 

-
• Theae ugrantl are of\entimes bOWD lIy the contt'J1Iptuoui epitbet of 


