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contrived to turn the finest matc.rials to the most insignificant pur­
poses, and provoke criticism where admiratiun might have heen 
commanded. Unfortunately, the most fantastical fashions have 
generally had the greatest run, and of all the modern architcct~ 
few have had more employment than the absurd Borromini-. 
This man seems to have laid it down as a rule, that a strait liD{ 
is a mark of delormity, and of course that the grand study of all 

architect is to avoid it upon all occasions. Hcnce cumices £01 
ever broken and interrupted. angles and curves in succc:ision, 
niches, twisted pillars, inverlt!d capitals, and all the freaks of a 
delirious imagination. playing with the principles and mat(~rjah 

of a~hjtccturc. It is easier to imitate extravagance than sim· 
plicity; it has folJowed therefore that while the plainer, Doub", 
and more graceful models of Braraante and. Palladio have Leen 
often neglecteg) the absurd deformities of Borrol1lini have been 
very gencrally-"lopicd, and after having infected the source oj 
taste Rotne iwelt, have spread over Italy, Spain, and in'fteed 
almost every region of the world. 

From the contemplation .f this cvl, which has disfigured 
!lOme of the nobIt'St edifices and squandered away the richest 
matrtriaJs for near thrli centudcs, we will now tum to the con· 
sideration of the progress of the art at Rome, and follow it in 
it.'; different stages. For this purpose we may divide the history 
of Roman architt..'Cturc into five eras, the boundaries of which 
are strongly marked. The first commences witl} the kings, jn. 
eludes the infancy of the republic, and Olay be considered as 
extending to the destruction of the city by the Gauls. The ar. 

~ Bon'ODliDi wu bona in the year Jti91, and died ltifit .. 
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chitccture of this period was e~lirc1y Etruscan, and its charncw 
teristic qualities were sol idity and grandeur. in both l"hich fea­
tures it resembled the Eg'yptian, with more graccfu_1 out less 
gigantic fonus. The principal edifices of this age were ('on~ 

slructcd hy the kings, and prove that the foundations of Homan 
taste and Roman grcatncss were laid at the same time. Of 
these t'urly monuments that seem formed for eternal Juration, 
the principal, the Cloaca Maxima, still rcmains," and some massJ 
traces of the foundations of lhe Cllpitol laid by 'l'arquinius 
Superbus, may be seen under the palace of the Senator . • 1t is 
to be observed. that these edifices were all of public utility or 
ruther necessity. and that their magnificence was UIe result und 
not the object of their destination. 

The second era commences with lhe restora~isp of the city. 
and extends to the fall of the commonwealth. Public utility was 
8til~hc object, and grandeur still afcompani~d «hc progress of 
the art. The celebrated road:;, and more celebrated aqueducts, 
were its first productions, and even now continue its noblest 
monuments. A few toxfbs simple lind solid, such as that of Caiu:\ 
IJuhlicius erectcd at the public c:('pense, and that of the Sc:i.piOl 
lately discovered, with a few temples IWw disfigured, sul1l in 
particular as that of Fortuna Virilis, attest the sarno manly taste 
though on a smaller scale. 

Towards ,',he termination of this period the public temper, 
influenced by the luxuries and opulence of Asia then flowing in 
fuU tide into the Republic, seemed to demand mdte splendor and 
ornament, and was gradually prepared for the magnificence and 
glory of the imperial era, which opened with the rejgn of Au~ 
gustus.· As this prince retained bimself and encouraged in 
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others the simplicity of repubJipall manners, so like IllS father 
Julius Cresar, and the other great popular leaders before him, 
he was content to inhabit a plain unadorned mansion, while 
he displayed all his riches and munificence in edifices dc\'otcd 
to public uscw• Nero was the first who ycnturcd to expend 
the public treasures in the erection of an imperial residence, 
and built that celebrated palace of which Pliny t relates some 
wonderful particftlars, and which from the gold tlH~t shone in such 
profusion on every side was called DOlntls Am"cat. His ex. 
amplc.howcl'cr was deemed opposite to the civic character af~ 
fected by the earlier Emperors, who, as Tacitus judiciouslyob­
serves, satisfied with the reality avoided the parade of power. 
Hence Vespasian ordered the DOlllu,t Aurea to be destroyed. 
aud he and his immediate SUCCeiSors, Titus and Domitian, 
erected on its ~Sitc?l various' edifices of 'tess cost perhaps. but 

• 
• Suet. Oct. 72. 

t Lib. nxVl. 

~ 8.t. Nero. SI. 

t~1attf>r give. some CUl1WU8 detail. of fbi! enortnOHs f'ditice. In the vesti· 
bule Itood a colOCAl statue of Nero, one hundred Ilnd twenty feet in height: 
there were three porticos, cach IJ, mile in length, and IIUDPOrtcd by thre<> rowil of 
pillan;- the garden iK!e1ll6 to hfl\'C resembled a park, and oontailled an ilnl\lell~e 
piece of. water, woot!s, \inf',Varos, and pasture ground, herds, and cvrn wild 
beNW. On the banks of the lake rose vurious editiQ!g that resemhled town... In 

tAe palIIce iUeIf the room. were lined with gold, teras, and molber of pearl. The 
ceilinga of the dini~roolD6 were adorned with ivory paunels, so contrived as 10 
scaUei" flowers, and shower perfume~ on the gueits. The principal oo.nqurUiug 
room revolved upon itself, repre&enting the motions of the heavens; the bath~ 
,,1ft supplied vitb -.It waler hm the lea, and miners.! water from tbe Albilla 
(GOw Solj'orrII4).aear liOltr. • 

VOL. II. Q 
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equal magnificence and grcatl:;r utility-such as the templ~ 

of Peace, the Tltermce Cc'l.lled by tht- name of Titu!!, Ilnd the 
Flavian amphitheatro or Coliseum. &c. Forums. porticos, 
'therlDre, triumphal arches. and mausoleums, still contmued 
the favorite ol~jects of imperial pride and expen~, and Rome 
daily increased in beauty iQr the "pace of three hundred yean, 
till the empire was divided under Diocletiall, ,,.hen the seat of 
the rrovereign 'VIS translated to the F,ast, and 'fbe capital of the 
world abandoned to hostile attacks and rapacity. 

However, its decay wa'! slow and gradual. 'TIle solidity of its 
edifices guarded it against the suftden devastations of time or 
'Weather. while the barbarian was oftcn checked in (be full cUree£ 

of victory, and awed i1lto reluctant reverence by the irT<'Si5ti~ 

b1c majesty that stiB'1mcompasse" the TmQFri!'ol City. 

fhe most remarkable edifices et;,ected dur1nl!t this long era, 
lirst of declining taste, and then of barbarism, were the churches, 
the principal of which were raised by Constantine. and the 
Christian Emperors, on. the modt9lttnd oftentimes with the very , 
materials of the ancient Bnsilitye. Of these some stili talaio, 
and display in their different appt.-aran<4!S, strong fe-dtures ni1he 
greatness of manncr that still sun'h'ed, and the bad taste that too 
much prevailed in their respective ages. One of the. most 
striking peculiarities. of t.hese edifices is the con.truction qf arches 
over the pillars instead of a regular entablature, a deformity 
iDtroduccd a liltle before or during the reign of Diodetian, 
and adopted 01: rather imitated in our modern'rcades. 

All the buildings that rose successively on the .ruins of tbe 
ancicdt citYl so long the sepulchre of Taste and Beauty, from 
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~e fifth to the fifteenth centur.r~ were formed indeed of costly 
materials, but these rnaterials were heaped together with litO, 
regard to order, proportion and symmetry. At length a 
happier period succeeded, the arts and sciences smiled once 
more upon tilcir ancient st.'at, and architects of high name and 
reputation succeeded each other-their exertions were called 
forth and rewarded by the authority and munificence of Pontifts 
-they had 8it~ formed by nature before them, and every 
material n:arly prepared at hand. In such cirtumstanccs, and 
with luch model" as Rome presents on every "ide, who U'ould 
not have expected to st:e architecture carried to its highest 
perfection, and even the Meal fair and beautiful, so long 
conceived ift theory, at length realized in practice? But such 
was not the event. Architects imagined that with so many ad. 
\'antages it W9,u14 be mealt to copy, I'IIId easy to sutpass an· 
tiquity. They sought in the luxuriancy of an irregular ima· 
gination fOnnl ~ore fair, combinations morc majestic, -and 
even pr.oportions molC bt"~utiful than the ancient world had 
beheld. They all made the at.tempt and ha\'c all tailed, and by 
thetr failure ha\'e pro\"ed thet in the !Umc proportion as we 
foil. or abandon the ancieitkS, we approach or deviate li·om 
J*rfecuon. 

It must be acknowledged howcver, notwithstanding the 
censur:c which I have vaIt~.Ired· to pas. UJ>OI'l modern architec. 
ture, that it has produced ediliee$ splendid, rich, and magnili. 
cent, with all their defects inferior onlS to the modcls of anti­
quity, and stiHPsufliciently great and numerou~ to render Rome 
the first of citia. The grandeur that results from tflcsc moderll 
.tructures, .combined with &be ma:iesty of the ancient mOllu· 

Q2 
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ments, induced a }'rencb writer· to ob:.er.'c, that Rorue is a map 
of the world in reJievo, present~g to til{' t'ye t.lle united wooden 
of Asia, of Egypt, <:ood of Grt.'ecc; of'the RomaD, Macedo. 
nian, and Pcr:.ian empires; of the '''orId ancient and IDodcrn·f" .. 
But the glory d man, although consigned to marble and 
bron;;;,', i., dooDled to perish; even those lioble features whieh it 
was bdicvcJ would bloom for ever and confer immortal beauty 
on the city fondly entitled Eta1lal~ have, eact\ in its st'Sson, 
flourished and f<ftlctl away. 

Of the five eras of' architecture, four ha\'c already departed .. 
and left \'ast and often shapdf'Ss heaps of fuin to mark thc spot 
where their lofiy :.tructure. once rose: th" tifth a~ is on the 
decline; some of lis proudest palaces are deserted~ and not a 
few of its nobles.\. 1clllfles already forsaken and neglected . • A century or two will probahly strew the seven hills with its 
spl~id embellishments, and the future trate~r may have 
to admire and to deplore the rui~ of the Mcdicean as of 

• Montaigne. 

t Thi, compliment is lI.earlJ copied fi·om Propertim­

Omnia R.om..ne «dent min.eula terra! 
Natura hie potuit quidquid lIhiqae fuit. 

ArmiB apla magiM tellus, qlWll eomlUOda nOIII!. 
Famam~ RoIIl8) tUII! non pudet hUtoriII!. 

Lib. III. E/~. 22. 

Tiberiu~, ClIIoligula. Nero. qd lOUIe other imperiat monntn, ntariJ depriTed 
Kollte of the eulOCium contained ill. the two I.ut. vetwll. 
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the Augusten age, the fragment~of pontifical as of imperial 
grandeur-. 

onsE'ttVATlONS. 

Tbe contempl~lion of the ancient monuments, and the study 
of Vitnn'ius, had first excited attention and tben, wakened a 
spirit of emulation. nramantc ~nd Sangdllo b<>,.b't81l the work 
of rcfonnatiull with spiri t , and nt the same time with singll!nr 
modes,,_ lHul a wcll.t~)undro apprehension of the danger of tor­
saking the traces of antiquity. Peruzzi and Haffaello pursut:"d 
the work with equal intdli~nce but more boldness. The 
principles or- Vilruvius were reduced into a s)'stem, and 
adapted to modem edifices by Palladia. So far there was 

• • • The Vi/ltJ MmtJiani, Vi/In S(lrd!t tli, &c. in ruinK; Villa Jl.ftdiri, Pal(1~=6 
F(lrnue, Pwno GiUlliniani, &t. \ce. uninhallited, uufurniab.ed, ahnost am-
doned. • 

v 0. ~J'um Jltl"8.tIe moles, .uesque luperbi 
Queil mooo nunc Rome nomen inane manet 

Vosque triumphales arcuR, cai1que colossi 
1Eqnll;ti, P.,JriiI.Cle80 cohullniljlJgi~: 

Edita PyrtWIidum fa~ligill, templll deorum 
HigJla Tel re thereiA IlUlphithclltrn lociM: 

V 011 :l'vi tandem attrivlt longinqua. vetu8tal! 
V ()lj loug-d. tandem mla tulece die. 

At Rounil! iEneadllm magnam et memorabile nomCb 
Tempt1.8 ed!lX r<!J'Um tollere non potuit. 

Nee potellit. do~ clari mODUUlenta "igebunt 
Ingenji. ql'le D~n uUa &eDeCtll rapit 

Cielera I buntur tacito fhgientia CUl'liU 

4.:alliope :neroUDl vivere BOla potClit. 
Bonamico . .p. J' ... 
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much to praise, and little tQ",critIcitl(, in the new system. But 
the genius of Michael Angelo. !>ublimf'. daring, and impatient 
of control, is accused of deviating from antiquity and of intro­
ducing innovations, whic~ copied and exaggerated by his fol­
lo":.ers, soon degenerated into dcft."Cts, and became at length the 
bane of the art itself in the following century, when the check 
of his authority was l'f'moved. and the ilIlpl1l~t' only which be had 
grren, remain~. The def<.."<:ts.of the style to which this great 
man is supposed to have given rise, and which Borromini finally 
cani.ed to the very height of deformity and folly. are"princi. 
pally the following:-l. Pillars that support nothing, that are 
eoupled together and hid in niches nnd recesses.-2. The re­
petition of the same order on a different scale, or the introduc. 
tion of another order in the same story or on the same plnnc.­
S. The same order carried through different s,tories and~e con~­
quent confusion of proportions.-4. Multiplicity of pedestab and 
pi1astel'B--5. Prodigality of ornarpt."Ots.-6. :Breaks, interrup­
tion, or waving of the cornice.-f. Profusion of pediments, 
nod pediments of various forms, such as curv.es, semicircles, 
arcs of circles, advancing. rcce-d'!"g, &c.-S. Abuse of the rUl,lic. 
-9. The introduction of low storics, callt'd Mezzanifti, and 
little windows between the principal storit's.-lO. The protu: 
bcrance of columns m tho shnft.-ll. Multiplication of slips 
of columns and pilasters, with portions of eapitals crowded 
together in the angles of edifices. Though many more might 
be mentioned, these are sufficient to give the ret-cler nn idea 
of the censure passed by the risid admirers of Wltiquity on 
the modem style; and certain it is, that if greatness of man­
ner consist in presenting few, and those essential parts to the 
eye, the more breaks. iu.tcuuptions, ana djvisj~s thel'c are, 
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tbe more the appearance of the whole lUU&t tend to littlcnns 
and deformity· .. 

TIlE ROMAN GOVERNMENT. 

Oftbe Roman governmeut tlt<:: l"eadcrmay eX[lcctsomc ac(O\Iut, 
although ere theBe pages ul-'Comc public,thatgovcrnmcu.tm .. y cease 
to exist; all that CUll be Sl.I,id of it at preseut i~, that thollgb Jcspo. 
tic and aoo¥e all (.:ontrol,it is exercisoo lJ)' the PORtill' with lIiild ... 
nes» and submitted to by the J,X'<>ple \vidl rcspt:ct. The saned 
cLark of the bishop iufiucnc(.'$ ootlt the sovereign ~nd the 
sUhjcct. The Jove and re\ft.JI'C1i\CC with which it inspires tlk.. Jatter 
may be tlsdiJJ; but its effect!. 00 the former arc perhaps less 
heneficial, as the justice of the prill(;e is "ftelJ l>uspendcd. and 
l>olll('timts w:fL'ateu by tll~ indulbrenc() of the pastor. But of 
thi'i incoTlVtuil..'"Ice we uught not to cODlplain; it is oot DOW, nor 
ever was it, a c.ommou or characteristic d-tfcct of any govern .. 
tnent, and few sovercigns recorded in history arc reproached 
with want of !:ic\'crity. The worst ('onscqucnccs of purc un .. 
mixed monarchy. the gcneral .. ,iudoJrnce whieh it inspires, and 
the It!~hargy in which it invrHvcf> all the powers of the mind. 
by excluding the nation £r001 ' all share itt the managemeJI.t 
of its own interests., are felt without doubt in the Ruman tePn.. 

• To e.l-re uPfln tni& suu;ed is tlie ba&~_ or a profe~ nreniteet, whose 
oblervalion might eallily enable him to fill an us('ful and entertaining volume 
on the subject. It i~ a pity that some gentleman of the profession, who.e mind 
hu been enlarged, .Dd taste Vlatured by travelling, don noC undertake th • ..... 
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tory, but perhaps in a Jess degree than in other countries under 
the induence of the same perverted system. The government 
is elective; promotion depends in a great degree upon talents 
and virtues, and consequently there is a stimulus to eXf'rtion, 
and a scope for honorable ambition; moreover many salu­
tary regulations have been made by the prcscnt Pontiff, and 
some vague reports have been circulated. and have excited 
an hope that he intends to establish a senate, and govern his 
states by their'e.dvice and with their concurrence. Such a step. 
the result of an enlightened policy. would contribute morc 
to the prosperity of Rome and the independence and UI\ion of 
Italy, than all the edifices he can erect at borne, and all the 
alliances he can contract abroad. But this report is probably 
the effusion of patriotism, or perhaps the modest expression of 
the public wish and opinion. But be it as it may, Ro,&e is now 
under the iron sceptre of the French ruler: no change can 
taJte place without his approbation, and the amelioration of it;! 
government, most undoubtcdly, forltls no part of his system. 

As for the origin of the tempor,al sovereignty of the Popes it 
may, without any-refcrence to imperial donations real or ima­
ginary, be most honorably and firmly established OIi the free 
consent of a grateful and admiring people *. After the expul­
sion of the Goths, when the arms of the Eastern Emperors had 
ret':onquered but were incapable of protecting Italy, when the 
incursionlt and menaces of the Lombards kept the city in COI1-

stant alarm, and pestilence and famine preyed UpOIl it, the 

• GibooD. 
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Romans naturally turned their eyes to their bishops, and found 
in them the support which they had vainly solicited from their 
suvereigns. The Pontiffs had tiJI that period been as cminc!lf 
for their virtllCl as for their station. and when forced by puplic 
distress to take a con~iderablc shiue in the administration of tht: 
state, they displayed a prudence {'qual to their sanctity, and 
a benevolence as extensive as the possessions of' the Roman 
churoh, even when augmented by their own priv<ltc fortunes*, 
We see them in the seventh, eighth. and ninth centuries 
protecting Rome on one side agairut the attacks of the Lom­
bards,' and securing it on the other from the rapacity and 
treachery of the Exarcbs, repairing its walls, fceding ilS inhabi­
tants. engaging distant princes in its interests, and finally restor­
ing tile majesty of its name in the new empire. In fact, ROlUe 
seems UW'we,her existence to her Pontiffs, and had not the chair 
of St. ¥etcr teplaccd the throne of the ClCsars, and the seat of 
empire become the sanctuary of religion, Rome would Jlrobably 
have sl1nk into a heap of uninhabited ruins, and left to posterity 
nothing more than the whistling of a mighty name, 

From the re-etltablishment of the Western Empire to the 
tenth een'tury the Popes employc<i 'their influence in opposing 
the growing power of the Saracens, and protecting the coasts of 
Italy and the Capital itself against the predatory incursioris of 
those barbarian~. Shortly after commenced their contests with 
the German C~sars, contests which arose more perhaps from Ro-­
man pride and a rooted batred to Tramalpine, that is, in tbeir 

• If the reader wisbel t~oW' hoW' great were Ihe exertions, how exlen~j\le the 
ehlrities, how atti,e the patriotism of the POpe8 in th~ Bixtb and se,'euth (cutu­
riel, be need oolY peruee the epil5ties of Gre~ry the Great. 

VOL. II. • 



J22 CLASSICAL TOUR 

eyes, barbarian domination, than from prelatical an'ogance; 
the cause to which however they art' very generally and very 
cqnfidcnLJ.yattributed, That such arrogance exisLcd is indeed 
sufficiently (:~'idcnt, and that it operated as a vcry active prin­
cipJt: is ~qually dear; but it may be questioned whether the 
singular claims of uni\'crsal dominion, advanced by Gregory 
Vll. did not originate as much from the lofty spirit of the 
Roman as from the ambition of the Pontiff. Certain it is, that 
this extraordinary personage seemed better fOfllled to fill the im­
perial throne than the pontifical chair, and that if he Imd been 
a prince only and not a highor. he might, with such :l. daring and 
intrepid spirit, have restored the grandeur of the (;mpirc, and 
fixed its seat oncc morc 011 the' scven hills. But howevcr we 
may ct'Osure thc Popes as ecclesiastics in these bloody and de­
struclin;' quarrels, as princes and as Romans they max perhaps 
challenge our iodulgencc if not approbation, as they struggled 
against foreign influence, and finally succeeded in freeing haly 
nom the yoke of a Gennon, that is, a barbarian and absentee 
ruler. The disputes of the Pop,cs with the barons and the 
Roman people were founded on the just opposition of a finn 
government, to the arrogance and tyranny of an aristocratic 
body on the one side, and to the licentiousness of a turbulent 

'populace on the ather j but Rome has just cause to deplore 
and' condemn the folly and perversity of her pastors when they 
forwok h{'r venerable walls, and instead of discharging ill the 
Vatican tlu:. sublime duties of prince end pastor, submitted to 
while away their unprofitable days in voluntary exile, a1ter­
natdy the instruments and the victims of French intrigue and 
lunbition. 

Of all the llisasters that Wei Rome in the "long series of 
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her eventful history, this, pcrhap<.;. was the most pCfIILcious 
both in its immediate effects ami distant consequences, and 
to it may be ascribed the dcgradatiOl) of some of the nohlesl 
monuments, the depopulation of tIlt! cap ital and its neigh­
borhood, and the multiplicity of' evils that anarchy and tyratlHY 
never fail to bring in their train. Thesc ('viis continued 
to operate, as is natural in political as wpll as physical dis.­
tempers, long after their efficient causes had ceased to ('xi"t; aud 
the Popes; during many ages after their rt:-establil:>huU'ul ill 
Rome, had to struggle with the restless and unbridled pas'iiolls 
excited by the guilt or the folly of' their absentee prcd('C(>ssors. 
Sixtu! Quintus at length succeeded in the arduous undertaking, 
and after having broken the stubborn spirit of the barons, ami 
tamed the people to submission, restor~d order, peace, and ;.1-
dnstry in the Roman states. 

< 

f'rom this period Rome rapidly inef('a~cd in prosperity, 
riches, and population, llnd became the seat of the arts and 
sciences, the centre of political negotiation, and not unfre­
quently, of courtly intrigue. Most of the succeeding Popes did 
not fail to take an acti,'e parl in the public transaction of the 
times, sometim<'S indeed as mediators, a character well becoming 
the common Father of Christians, but too frequently as parties 
concerned, with a view to national interests or family aggrandize­
ment. Their c<.ttlduct in this respect, though little conformable 
to the principles of their profession, was however ,'ery advanta­
geous to their territories, as it brought wealth to the inhabitants, 
and reflccted lustre on a city, at the same time the lllctropoli~ of 
the christi8ll world and the capital of all c.xteusi'·e and flourish­
ing country. 

a! 
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Tbereformation produced at,the timt: lilLIe or no diminution of 
the temporal greatness and consideration ~f the Popt's; !ttl little in­
deed that,in the century following that e\'ent, Rome seems to hal'e 
eojoyed a splendor anti prosperity not witnessed within her waHs 
since the fall o[tll(' empire. III tact, a judicious historian bas ob-
8Cl'1,ftI, that if Pyn'hus' ambassador could with propriety call 
tile Roman senate in his time a congress of kings·, a similar 
appellation might with equal veracity be applied to the modem 
senate of Rome the college of cardinals, during the seventeenth 
century. That assembly was, strictly speaking, then composed 
of princes, the sons, nephews, brothtrs, or uncles of thl' first 
eovereigns in Europe: men who not unfrequently, as states_ 
men and ministors, had held the reins of empire at home, or 
a. ambassadors, represented their royal relatives abroad. They 
either generally resided or frequently ru;sembled at Rome, not 
only to discharge their duties about the person of the Pontiff. 
but to support the interests of their respt."Ctive courts; and in 
order to att1lin this object the more effectually, they display_ 
ed a ~plendor and magnificence nearly royal. The officers 
of their household were often nobles of high rank; their secre­
tarics and chaplains were men of talents, and business; a long 
train of guards, servants, and retainers attended their persons 
when they appeared in public. and the blaze of the purple j. 
itself so dazzling, was heightened by all the adventitioll'l circum_ 
stances of birth, power, and opulenc~. The union of so many 
iIlustrjous personages, vying with each other in talents and mag­
nificence, gave Rome the appearance of an universal court, 

" DeDina Rev. d·lta.l. X:UIl. Ii. or 4 vol. 311. 
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where an the sovereigns of Europe were assembled to discuss the 
general interests of Christendom, and display their rival glories 
in peace and security. Such indeed was its state under the 
Pontiff" of the Rorghesc. llarberini, and Panfili families, H5 it 
had been before under those of the M<,'dicean and Famcsian 
houses; nor is it wonderful if at such pericxls of glory it should 
have recalled to the Jnf"mory of the cJas!)ic spectators the repub.­
lican era, when POIllp<'Y and Cresar, Crassus and Lucullus 'Were 

seen to parnde the streets and forum, surrounded by their fr:i\~l\ds 
and chents. 

From this eporh the character of the Pontiffs became more 
episcopal and pacific; occupied with the government of the Ca-. 
tholic church over \vhich they preside, and with the civil admi­
nistration of. their own territories sufficiently extensive to 
en.gross t1H'ir utmost attention, they seem to have lost sight of 
foreign or at least, of uit1'tI1nOntune politics, and only interfered. 
M far as decency permitted 0" ner.essity required, their interposi­
tion. Their fondness for their families, a defect pardonable in 
an old man. has, where it may have existed, betrayed them 
perhaps into hasty promotions., but seldom engaged them as 
formerly. in umbitious and mischievous pr~iects of aggrandize.. 
ment, 'The arts and sciences have at u.ll times, but particularly 
during the latter centuries, met with their special encourage­
ment; and Roml., enlivened by their constant presence, embel­
lished by their munificence, and fed by the produce of several 
extensive, populou6. and well cultivated provinces, had gradu­
any resumed her robes of glory. and began to promise herself 
once morc the return of ease, dignity, and permanent prosperity. 
Sbe had been great even in her fall, and vent'rablc in her 
disasters. · Sbe bad ceased to be the mistress of the world in arms, 
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but !the still remained the mi!\tress of thc world in arts; she was 
no longer the capital but she was the l1l~tropolis of Europe, not 
the residence of the fir .... t sovereign but the SI-'1' of the first pastor. 
~hc had not been .... ubjected to ..,\<\\,('ry us Athens; shc had not 
been rl,xl~c('d to a heap of shapeless ruins as Babylon. She 
;till reigned, widowed, but independent; and still claimed aria 
enjoyed the veneration of kings and nations. Without fleets or 
armies she reposed in fearless tnmquillity: public reverence. 
more mighty than militnry power, covered her head with an 
invisible lEgis, guarded her fi'Ollticrs, and secured her re­
pose.. E\'cn thc nations which had forsaken her c()mmu­
nion. and in days of irritation had ddied the thunders of her 
fulminating Pontiffs, now looked towards her with respt.'Ct, and 
beheld with affection and reverence the benevolence, the sant.. 
tity, and the humility of her pastors t. Such was the state of 
Rome during the eighteenth ccntury; a state happy in the pre­
.ent enjoyment of peace, plenty, and increasing impro\'cment,. 
and big with the hopes of futurc and accumulating prosperitr. 
The French invasion closed the scene. 

The r('ader may expect some account of the conduct of the re­
publican army while in possession of Rome, ami of the conse­
quences of their invasion. On the first of' these topics little need 

• Forti e5erciti allor ti armaro; eli on. .... 
T'arma iI ri~petto. Feiicoia. Cons. l[l[. 

t A putage from Ii speech of Mr. Pitt may'explain Ihis ob<.ervation. Alludillg 
'1,10 the lIuppreision of the papal government by tbe agentt of Bonaparte, he Ill,., 
• tnamactwn tlCCf!fflponicd by outrage, and inlull, toward, the piou, and lImertJble 
Pomiff, in 'pite of the sanctity of hil age, and the Ul/lullied puri~1/ of hi, chm'~erJ 
wllicll, ~ to a protcJtant, sum hardly ,hort of Ike piIt of JacriitKt.-8peech of 
Mr. Pitt, Fro. S, J8OO. 
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be said; the public pttpt'N have given various details, and whC're 
they are silent, there urc accounts in every body's hands that make 
up the deficiency. From these we learn that the hehaviour of the 
soldiery and suhalterm; wa~ in general civil and orderly, but that 
of the generals and tlJcir imlllediate dependents in the highest 
degree in<,o]ent and rnpacious. ror this assC'rtion we 'hItvc the 
best authority, that of the army jtsclt~ expressed, fir!>t , in a re­
presentation to .lIJas.~C/ta, then cOlllmander, and next in an ad­
rlr<,'Ss to the citizcm of Rome, published the 23u and ~4th reb. 
1798. 

'Vilh regard to the public plunder of the churches and ponti­
ficaJ palaces, as also of SOIll(' private houses, many uf the ruastcr­
piecc~ in statuary and painung were sent to Pari!>. a valuable 
collection of gold medals dispersed, several inc!>timahle manu~ 
scripts purloincd. and without doubt mllch mi:"chief done in 
e\'cry n .: '>pcrt. But when the reader recollects that there arc 
sixty thollsUl.ld ancient stattlCS in Rome, that of most of the 
rn~rpiec('S in painting that have been carried away, there arc 
mosaic copies, superior in coloring and durauoll to the originals; 
nay, that the first of paintings, those which form the VC1.Y ~ehoo) 

of the art itself, arc imprcst on the walls of the Vatican, 
and may indeed be disfigured but cnnnot be removed; and, 
in short, that the motlels of modern skill and the monu_ 
ments of antiquity stand yet untouched, he will agree with 
me that so far th(' c\ il is neither very great nor irrepara­
ble. Rome is still the seat of the arts; and the painter, the 
sculptor, the architect, must frequent its schools, if they , ... i~'l­
to attain pt:rfection and aim at any reputation. I mean 
not to exCUSCy mueh less defend, the atrocious deed of the 
French governmeDt or the conduct of its generals. HoW" 
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far such acts of plunder are jusufiable even in a legitimate 
war, carried on according to' the l~nicnt maxims of modem 
time3, I know not; bl1t neither Louis XIV. nor l.ouis XV. thus 
pillaged tile libraries, galleries. or churches of the Netherlands, 
notwithstanding the allurement which the works of Vandyke 
and lJrIIhem; held out to them, particularly at Brussels and 
Antwerp. Nor did Frederic of Prussia, though passionately 
tOnd of pictures, and not eas.) y controlled by considerations of 
justice and humanity, take from the gallery of Dresden one 
painting. not even the Notte of CorreggiQ, notwithstanding his 
enthusiastic admiration of that masterpiece. Hut the war which 
the French waged on Rome (I may add; on Venice, 'fWK.any, 
Parma, Modena, &c. &c.) was an unprovoked attack, a specu­
lation of rapacity, an act of wanton violcnce, an abuse of con· 
6dcnce, and a cowardly stf'<1tagem, wherc every means had been 
employed first to deceivc, and then overturn an unsuspecting 
aDd, as they themsclves at their first entrance into Rome called 
i4 a friendly government. In such a ruffian aggression, for it 
merits not the appellation of war, every subsequent d'of 
rapacity is a violat.ion of the law of nations, and e\'ery life sacri· 
6ced to usurpation is a murder. I 

The example of the Romans Ila!I, I know, been adduced 
in justification or at least extenuation of this national felony. 
But, in thc first place, the Romans did not taKe one statue 
frOID the Greeks during the first war, nor even the second, 
tin the Etolians and their allies brought down upon them ... 

_Ives a reluctant and long ... ~uspended chastisement. In the 
next place, this higb.minded and generoue people never by 
public authority compelJcd the Greeks to sWTeJlder the master,.. 
pieces that adorned their cities; they Dever entered as .friends 
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and acted as enemies; they never employed cuntlin~ and 
intrigue, to deceive th~ir enemies, but open declaratiun to 
caution them. and power and wisdom to suhdue thC'm. The 
destruction of Corint"· was a signal act of vengeance justifi. 
able by the laws of war as then admitted, but yet it ~'as mure 
the act of the General than of the Roman people, :m(I~t alto­
gether sanctioned by the senatei-. Wht::n the Romans became 
corrupt, their pnclors and proconsuls were often Ill'rl;onaliy un­
just, but never was such pillage publicly authorized till the 

, maxims of Roman ju .. tice were neglected, and the m~iesty of 
public rule was abused and turned into au instrument of tyrannJ 
by the Emperors. TUe }'rcnch since the revolution have indeed 

-------------_. __ ._ --

• That very Mummiuij, who destroyed Corintlt, rehuilt the temple Olr Jupiter 
Oln Olr ncar the site Olf that cily, erected II. braHli stutue tOl J upitcr at Olympia, and 
cOlntributed very largely tOl the embellishment Olf the !elllille Olf Delphi. In 
faa, Jt: ROlmllM were IIOl fa.r rrom depriving the cities which fell und!'!' their 
PO~f their matues Bnd public Olrnaments, that th"y even re~tOlred 10 the 
owners those which had been carried away. TllUS whenScipiOl took and d~Slroyed 
Carthage, he restored to the Sicilian citiel the various articles, and particularly 
the statue! Bnd paintingg, which the Carthaginians, a auef pilfuring peOlple, had 
deprived them Olf. He extended thi~ benefit nOlt tOl lta[y only, aR that WIlS ju&t 
and natural, but even to Africa, and dirl'cted thlll every community should be 
allowed to rCilume all the art.icle~ of public prOlperty"hicb it could ideutifJ.­
Lit>. Supp, LI. 50. 

We find mOlreover, tbat so late u the era of Pliny, when Greece had felt nOlt 
dle resentment Olf SyD. only, but the madne~s of Cllligula, NerOl, and Domilill.II, 
the diiferenl cities were in poseeqiOD of aereral Olf the ffiilllterpiecci wbicll bad' 
dittin,uuhed them at an earlier period,-LW, XXJ:lV. & xxxv, 

t Cicero bintl oenlure of tIlil act Olf aeverity.-Dc 05. I. 11. 
VOL, II, 
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often compared t}lomseh,cs to tIle Uoman$, but tl~ re:semblance 
ls oaly in vicc; here they equal' the original~. 

But to come to the conscquonccs ~. the French im":!lsion; the 
evil ht' rc i~ of very tEfterent, and ind0€d of very I'llarming mag­
nitude.~D too H~t ploL'C, they h8ve separated the opulent 
city ll1'1d territory of lklogllo, and almost all tho Adriatic coast 
fj'O{ll the Roman state, thus n>trooching near one-half of its 
iocome and one-tbird of its population; a defalcation which 
IUllst coniOOerably afloct the dignity and resources of the Capi­
tal, and oonsequently Feduce the number of its inhabitants. 
h the next plaoo, by the et\ormous c~tributions whieh they 
raised, they annihilated the credit, and swallowed up the In· 

come of the state, burthened the rich with debt, and deprived 
the poor of employment. The fall of public credit oeeasioih!d 
the ruin of the greater part of t.he ho!.pital~ IChool" and charit.­
able e&lJI.bli,hments, which, generally speaking, derived their 
income from the apostolical ~llcr. However the fertility 
of the soil. and the industry of the inhabitants, auled ~ 
excrtious of go.vcrnUlcnt, might perhaps repuir even this ~u. 
a.J)d. it i.s saiu tbat Cartl ilml BujfoJ, b.y an improved system of 
liDancf", the SUpflH'Ssion of exemptions, and a more equal distri .. 
bution of burlhcps, has atready made a very consi.d.erahle pro­
gress lowards that desiraWc ~t. 

Dut another and greater evil still remains. A secret and, it 
.is much to oe feared. a well-founded suspiciOoU exists that the 

• Nero, it is true, took fillt "undr~d etatueH from Greece ill the CODrM of hi. 
reign (fourteen ItUS). T),e·}'lftdI tHk twice .. 'BtIWy ftO'lllltaJy iD ODe year. 
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French have otl~r Bud, if possible. far more mischic\"o\ls rll..'­

sigus in contemplation thaD BOY they have hitherto Itttcml,ted 
to execute; and ~o deep is the policy and so groat the influence nf 
the First Cou:ml~ that the success. of his ~ject6. wMtc"er th('y 
may be, iii scarcely problematical. In such cir~"tance&. 
when the last years havt' been aU calamity, and tbe "f6!wre Rl'C 

all uncertainty. tl~re can he no e9f'rg)'. no decision, and Tittte 
dignity in plIWic administration. To what purpo~, it will he 
&aid, rue ameliorations in 8. 5ystem not dcstio.ed to iasti' or f't­
gulations shortly to be abrogated? wb,. omB.m4tDl a city wtnch 
may be plundered a~ajn next .rear? 'Why repair ancieu.t Ulonu­

ments to be dis6!ur&I by a barbariau solowy? or wily di&­
cover and rutore statue."! to ~ee them borne away by our ene­
mies'!" While such are the fean of brOvcmmeDt, individ-uaU 
ctfttnot indul,pe tlhemselves in much lecwity. Why embrace 
a profession, tGe rnn,. say, from whiob I snay pcA~UI.PS derive DO 

adequate provi!lion? why, says another, build a house in .. .citJ 
open to a 6000Bd atA'.aoCk? 'l"iIIfrtioblt2l partake, 1WI may well bt 
.~ lile general apprehension, and w bile on tbe ODe aide 
~.Y are obliged ;to soli the valuable furniture of thoir oabin6tJ 

aud galleries to meet the exigeocics of the moment; OIl the othol' 
hand they hal'.c DO m6Ul1 to replace them, Dor indeed -ca. ,aboy 
have any inclination to amass with great diffioulty and expense 
objects to allure and gratify foreign rapacity. The French there­
Wre.have depnvpd Rome of its credit, its resourCelI, its dignity, 
and .ita independence; they llave robbed .it of all that coosti­
tuW:i the Pl'08.peritl and security of a state. and have thus 
cauliCd it more real and permanent injury tban the predatory a. 
tacks of Gen5eric a.nd Bourbon, or the transient fury of 
Odo_i aM 11'oW .. 
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The Gauls have, indeed, at <).11 times been the bane of public 
felicity, and the tonnent of the human speciesj in ancient times, 
restless, bold, and ft·rocious, they invaded and ravaged Italy, 
Greece, and Asia Minor. Tamed by the power uod civilized 
by the arts uf Rome they slumbered for a few celllurics. till 
they were conquered and barbarized again, first by 1 hc Franks 
and then by the Normans, when they arose with redoubled im­
petuosity to disturb the neighbouring states, and convulse all 
Europe with an uninterrupted slIce-cssion of amhitious projects, 
plundering excursions, and unprovoked attacks. One cVHSoht­

tory reflection is suggcstc..'li by the history {Jf this turbulent. race, 
• and upon its solidity we must. for the present rest all hopes of 

Jiberty and independence in Europe. 1t is this, thnt while the 
ardor, impetuosity. and numbers of the French have almost 
constantly given them the advantage in the beginning, the 1u­
solt'nce and frivolity, apparently inseparahle from the national 
cbaractt!f, have as invariably foiled them in the end, and in­
volved them ill shame anJ'ftZJ . Their present leader, it is 
true, is an Italian: his depth, perSC\"CI'ance, and solidity fllpy 
perhaps fix for a time the volatility, and with it, the fate of thtJ.. 
nation over which he presidt's; but durability. so seldom granted 
to the wisest of human institutions, can never be annexed to 
French domination. 

It may perhaps be asked, what will be the probable fate of 
Rome ? Is it destined to be a dependence, or the capital of 
~e Italiau republic? or rathcr m;t.y it not be left in its pre­

tent state as the d('stined l!cat of the Cons'lll's uncle, when 
plac(.-d by his intiucncc in the papal chair? Rome, if united 
to the I talian republic, would probably in a short time become 
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the capital of all Italy, and form as anciently a state of such 
power and magnitude as might rival and perhaps humble France 
IJcrselfW. To raise such a rival cannot be the object of the !"irsl 
Consul. To kt.'cp ROlUe in a stale of dependence is certainly his 
intention, but whether .IS :t republic under the goverpmcnt of 
one of his brotbers. or as the pontifical residt'ncc of his uncle, 
is still a matter of mere conjecture. The latter may be the most 
probable destination of Rome. 

As the catholic rdigioll is the most extensive christian rOIll­

munion, and has nll~nero\ls votaries, not only in the coun­
tries where it is exclusively established, but even in those 
where the reformation prcmiis. it is without doubt the in­
terest, of every government, that the head of such a body 
!:iho'uld be ind ~pendent, and that his residence, for different 
motivC5, should be regarded as sacred. H(!rc the piety of the 

catholic and tlle prndcnce of 1t At~tician must agree. To this 
consideration another Illay , ed. The rcsidcnc(' of thc 
coqrlfjon Father of Christians ought to be the seat of universal 
~arity and untroubled peace; its gutes ought to be open to all 
nations; and all tribes of thc human species, whatever their 
"ariaoces and wars may be elsewhere. ollght there at least to 
meet as brethren, and find the comforts of a common home. It 
would indeed be an inestimable ad\'antagc to have ont! city thus 
exempt from tht. destructive influence of human passions, im­
pervious to the horron; and alarms of war, and wholly con­

secrated to peace, benevolence, and humanity, to the study 

• To realize this event i~ the intereRt and ought to be the grand political 
oltiect or Engldll, of Austria, and of Husaia. 
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of religion, the improvcmcll~ of SCJenCC, and the perfection 
ofut. 

CAMl>AGNA DI ROMA. 

One of the most strikiug objects in the approach to Rome is. 
3.8 I have elsewhere obsefvl'd, that vast uninhabitro, and in 
many places uncultivated extent of country that surrounds it. 
Oil all sid{'S, and is callen. the CampoB1UI. It-; pn'S('ut stat(" 
of desolation is certainly singular. and naturally calls for en­
quiry. Some travellers attribute it to the dCl>tructivc inftuctlcc 
of papal government and catholic sup(~r~tltion warkin; here 
as in their very focus, and with all th('ir perniciolls activity. 
It mllst appcuf fortunate in the eyes of such ubscn;er.~. that 
caUsei' which strike the earth with barrenness and taiot the' air 
with pestilence. have not also darkened the face of heaven and 
mvalvoo Rome in clouds and temlX~ts. And singularly lucky 
it must be considered that theiet malignity is restricted to til(' 
plaia" and that while it extends on ODe side to Ulirly .it is 
Oll the othcr confined to twelve or sixteen miles; that thq 
sometimes spare certain favored regions, and now and t.he.u 
.fix on others npparcntly more distant from their sphere of 
action; and ill shor4 that tJl(:y are not very regular and syste.­
matical in their progress, as otherwise they must ha-ve reached 
the mmmtains of AlbmiG, Tibur, and Sob;1", extended O\'cr 

Umbria, and ~preadjJJg trom the Tuscan to the Adriatic Sea, 
from Bologna to If.'rrocilla, they must have long since turned 

lone of the mos~ fertile countries in the world into a dreary 
desert. Hut as these causes. so acti\'c in the Compagua. are 
perfectly inet1icient in every other part of the Roman terri­
tory, and particularly at uretl6, Ancona, Fa,.. and.in aU 
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t11e de1icious envil'oos of Bologna, though as much UJld('f their 
deadly influc1l(:c as Rome and. its immediate neighborhuod, the 
reader muy be dispo!>txl to seck fur smne mort! ~atil>factory ':)0111-

tiQll of the difficulty. '1'0 obtain it we must go bOl.Ck to an­
tiquity. 

Strabo observes, tlwt the coasts of Latiullt were in some plu.ces 
unhealthy, .md ascribes dwt quality \0 the war~lll;!> that borllor 
them-. It naturally follows that in anciout as well as ill moUf'ffl. 
times the air of the coast must not unfrequently be carried by 
sea brecliICIi into the in tenor, and as the Campagna is surrounded 
by mountains on tH'cry other side, these vapors ma,., particularly 
in the calm and sultry months of summer, wmain suspended in 
the air. and considerably alfeC't its salubrity. The same cflect. 
is produced in the gulph of Curinth by a similar cause, evc:ry 
autumn, when the exhalatious fwm the llWamps and murshL'S at 
the mouth of the Ac1tcl(J1t.~, arc carried lip the gulph, and being 
confined by the high Iii lis Imd..,.iBOHRtai-Hti tha.t border it, hang 
broQrling over the !>cu and neighbouring shore, and ofiell$imes 
tise so high as to render Corinfh it!>clf, though sCltted on an 
eminence, for SOUle 1U.Qllths rumost llniuhubitabJe. 'fo cHotirUl 

this conjecture, I need only observe, that scn'l~al ancient writers, 
and among others Horac(>, Martial, and j.'rontillus represent the 
air of RQme itself as unwhok'SOme during the great heats, and 
at prescot, the wind which blows from the co~~b 1.0 summer, 
particularly since the forests that formerly con:re-d them have 

• Lib. ".,-:-Columclla indeed &eems to consider the vicinity or the ~ea Ilq ge­
neraUy iru.J.ubrioUi. "Pratat," lillY. he, "a mari long-a potiuaintervallo quala 
brevi rerl1lliue, pia media IUllt lpatia pvioril halitUL 
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been thinned by the late Pop", is considered as J)eculiady 
noxious·, In fact, a marshy !)'oil, under the influenceUf a warm 
sun, must naturally emit gross exhalations, and the morc S(~rcn(~ ,. 
the sky, th(' more permanent and destructive musl be their~­

tiul!lI ce. 

We must recollect at the same time, that the Campagna 
is not the only unhealthy tract in Italy; that Elrw'lu has its 
maremncr, and that its coasts were never remarkable tor salubrity. 
"Est' sane," says the younger Pliny, " gravis ct pcstil('DS ora 
Tuscorum, qUa! per littus extenditurt. Rutilius confirms this 
obscn'ation when he describes Graviscct and Cosa. 

lode Gravi.scanlm fastigia rora videmUi 
QUail premit I£sti"a: Sl!pe pat\1diR odor • 

Cemimus Intiquas, nullo custode ruinaa, 
Et dellOlahe mamia f~da CO!;ie •••• 

• A"ea, intermittinp; r('ver1l, and pthj~ical ~ymptom8 were common in Rome an· 
ceDtly aa well all now, Ilceording to ,hd!'piad...., who flourished in the time or 
Pompey, ' imd i8 quoted by Galen, who confirw .. hi, report. 

or the in<;a.]ubrity or tl.e immcdj:tc neighhourhoM of Rome we have a atriking 
instanee in Columcila, who, Bpeaking of Ht'guh/8, I>lly~-Nam Pupinire pe!ltilenlill 
aimul et e:dli~ BST,cn!torem fuil!lle euOl loquulltur hi&lori(p-. Now thia trlll't!pve 
ib name 10 the 7'nbus Pupinia, alld. Willi ollly sc\'en or eight mile~ distant from 
Romp toword~ 7'usculum, 

The Vatican valley, now called Val tElnfcrno, Dnd anciently Vallis *,4, 
wu fonnerly, at it iR at present, though c10i8 to the dty, deserted bei:.UH un. 
hea1lh,..-See Tac. Hist. 11, 93, 

tL.v.Ep.G. 
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Sili~ speaking of another town on the same coaRt. alludes to 

the same insalubrity produced by. the 8ame eauif' .. 

. . ' .• o~ campo equa1ente Fregenll!. Lib. Till • 

Even in England. whcrc the summer hent. is so moderate, and 
or such short duration, and where the willd blows strong from 
one point or other ten mouths out of tbe twelve, the fens, 
marshes, and low lands in Essex, Cambridgeshire. and Lincoln­
shire, diffuse their influence wide enough to enable us to calcu-
1ate ib (,1fects in a botter dimatc. Freedom and industry 'United 
have not yet been able to purify the air <Yf the fenny islands of 
Zeaiand. 

Fron;l these observations I run inclined to infer~ that the air of 
the Campagna could never have been much more healthy than 
it is at prCicnt. J admit however, that cultivation a..uP popula_ 
tion might then have counteracted the causes above mentioned; 
awl I must observe abo, that at a ... cry .J;ewot.e peri. those 
.caJ.ISCi tlid Bot perhaps .exist, and that many portions Qf laJ;ld, 

• 
now marshes, might thell have bee.o. .covered with the ~, as .the 
fiatucs'i of the coast and the consequent shaTlowncss of the watcr 
.must havc ,been..considerably mc:n!Leci,ill -the CQitlne of time bj 
the perpetual depositions of the Tiber. The population of this 
tenitory seems to have been greatest during the infancy of the 
RCtman republic, who!>e energies were first displayed in contests 
.. bin her immediate vicinity, and almost in sight of the Ca­
pitol. 

'N'O~to mentloB Gabii, FidtJnce, Cutiatium, lic., 'Ainy enu-
VOL. JI. T 
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meratcs more than fifty nations inhabiting Latium at the same 
time; and what must appear more extraordinary, pJac$.i; thirty­
three towns within the narrow compass of the I;Qmptine marshes. 
These towns, like the cities mentioned in the Scripture dur .. 
ing the time of Abra.ham, were probably little more than our 
ordinary vill'J~es. But whatever they were, the fifty nations 
and the thirty-three cities had disappeared, and scarcdy left 
aoy trace behind.-lta, ex. antiquo Latio - populi intericre 
sine 'Cestigiist. 

Among these tribes Pliny enumerates the Albans, the Pi­
denotes, the Coriolani; and indeed of the depopulation of' the 
Campagna during the most flourishing period of RQIllan prospe­
rity, we have sufficient and unquestionable -evidence. Horace, 
to give a full idea of a lonely deserted spot. says, 

Gabiis deaertior atque, 
Fidenis vicus--

It i'to be observed that Fidena was five. Gahii ten miles from 
Rome! .... Propertius expresses the solitude of Gabii in a very 
concise but emphatical manner. 

Et qui nunc DUlJi, mdltna turba GaM. Lib.4to • 

• l.ln. 

t Lib. UI • . 

t It it probable, that mOlt of the peIWII8 killed t". the &lL or aD amphi .. 
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StrahQ, who lived in the time of Tiberius, represents the cities 
of Ardea and Luurentum as having been destroyed b\' the 
Samnltc8, and stitt in ruins in his time. To these he adds'many 
6ihcrs, such as L01·jllium, Col/atia, Antemlla, Fregellte -, &c. 
which he says had dwindled into yillagcs; so that the central 
regions of Italy, and Latium itself, do not appear to have 
abounded with population, even during that prosperous period. 
That Oslin, though the sea-port of Rome, should lose almost 
aU its inhabitants. when the capit.1.1 was on the decline, must 
appear Ycry natural, when we comidcl' that the air was infected 
by the neighbouring marshes and the harbor nearly choaked up 
with sand. Every reader is acquainted with the beautiful de­
scription of "'Lucan .. who, as a poet, affects to forctel at the bat-. 
tie of Pharsalia. the desolation which he himself witnessedt. 
J uvcnal rcprl '~nts the Pomptille marshes as a. ..c:eccptacJe of 

theatre at Fiden/e in the reign of Tiberiui, were ~mans, who flockal from 
the capital to the amusements of a neighbouring \'illage or rather auburb._ 
Ttu. Ann, III. 

• Strabo, Lib, \" 

+ Genteil Mars iste futuras 
Obruet, ct POPUI08 12vi venientia in orbem 
Ereptu natale (eret. Tune omne Latinum 
Fabula nomen el'it: GllbiOll, Veiosque, Coramquf" 
PulveJ't! "il.: tectal poterunt monatrare rulnll.; 
Albanosque Lares, Laurentinosque penates 
Rua l'8cuum, quod non hahitet, nisi noele coacta 
Invitu •• 

LucanJ Lea. VII. 

T 3 



140 CLASSICAL TOUR 

robbert, and speaks of gua.rds employed ror the prottection of 
travellers", I need not repeat what.l have related elsewhere, 
that Cicero mentions all attack made UpOl1' a friend "of his 
at the toot of J11()llnt Albanm; that the Via AIJpia was line! 
with tombs ond mausoleums from the very walls of the city 
to the neighbourhood of Alba, that the other roads were by 
DO means void of such gloomy decorations, and tbat amidst 
this crowd of monument!:> little room was left for babjtabJe 
mansions. 

From all these circumstances I should be Jed to suspect 
that the population of the Campagna was not very great even 
in the time of Augustus and Trojan; and )[ this S110uld reaUy 
have been the case, I know of DO satisfactory method of ae.. 
counting for .. deficiency 80 extraordinary in the neighbour­
hood of su&. an imlpcnsc capital other than the unwholesome­
ness of ..-be air. lhat there were anciently a very great 
number of villas rising in every part of this region I admit, 
but tflis multiplicity of country houses cannot be adduced as 
a prooftiof its general salubrity because many of them were 
erected in places acknowledged evcn then to be unwhole­
somc, and were moreover designed for temporary accommoda­
tion, and as oc<.:asiollal rdn.:ats in , winter, spring, and th1! be­
ginning of smnmcr} seasons when the whole Campagllu is per­
fectly s ... .lubrious. The Lall'''CJU or LaftrClltim! vill,l of Pliny 
seems to hd.vC ~'n of this description, SIS we may vcry fairly 
infer from the "lnany precaution8 htken to catch every glealll of 

• Sat. III. 
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liunshine, and exclude all the cooler winds. He speaks also of 
the convenience of oue particular apartment, especially during 
the Suttl'rnalia, thaWs, in December . .. ' 

As for the cultivation of this territmy, a vcry considerable 
part was anciently. as it is now, entirdy given up to pasturage. 
Such in particular was the territory of Laurcillum, multi greges 
ovium, multa ibi e'lUQrum. bouumque armenta*, says Pliny the 
younger, when describing his villa near L aurenlum ; h(~ aJ~o in 
the same epistle alludt's to the woods which covered the coasts, 
aDd extended in various directions around his house. Modo 
occurrentibus si/vi..~ t~a coarct~ur, modo /ati~·.~jmiB prolis diffun­
ditur et pa/esDiI, are his expressions when describing the way 
to it. Suggcru"t! ' adds he, affatim ligna proxima siiv". 
Such is precisdy the present appearance of the coast from 
Ostia to the promontory of Circe, a vast extent of i!a;n covered 
in many places with forests, and in others bpanding into wide 
meadows and pastures. Milch does not teem to hive been 
anciently under corn, as immense supplies were regularly ... COIl~ 
veYed to Rome from Sicily, Egypt, and Africa, supplies which 
the fertility of the plains of Latium and Etruria, if calltd forth 
by the arts of cultivation, would have rendered unnccet.Sary t . 

• Pli •. 11. Epist. 17. 

h~ Sad ill ...:ient mstoriaDB fNquent mention made oi:tean of scarcity at 
ao.e, .. enl ".cb could IIoOt have occurred to rrequoo.tl~ if Italy had been as 
",e.II. culu'I'ataeG. ancie.a.tJ, .. it it at pre&ent. Thus in the earlilJllt ..rs or the r~ 
public we find Rome reduced tD the greatest dist.resli for want of «<0, u in tba 
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At present several exten8iv~ tral'U; arc cultivated, particularly 
on lhe left of the Via Tiburtina. and of the Fia Appio, in the 
Pomptine marshes. The fields in the immediate neighoourhood 
of Rome. and on the banks of the Tiber, exceptitlg howc\'er"'thc 
gardens that lie between that river and the Monte Mario, arc 
used as meadows. aud produce "ast quantities of the finest 
hay. It is in fact a grievous mistak~ arising partly from 
inattention and partly from prejudice', to imagine thnt the 
Campagna, because uninhabited, is thcl"('fore totally neglected 
and unproductive. At stated periods the population of the 
neighbouring lowns lS employed in its cultivation, and the 
yearly produce. if I may believe the assurance of a very in­
telligentScotch gentlcman, who had passed twenty years at Rome. 
and was thorougWy acquainted with the'" state of the capital 
and the country around, was upon an average valued at two 
pounds per acre. Such a produce seems to imply no small 
attention to cultiva'tton, especially when it is considered that in 
some part.6, the soH neither is nor probably ever was very fit for 

yMr U. C. 301, apin in tbe year 314 and MS. I 11111 aware that the &earcity on 
both these oct".a8ions i. ucribed by Li viuo to other cau.es thnn the sterility of the 
soil, such as the dissensions that occupied the minds and time of the pevple, and 
the hannguce of tribunes that t:IIptivated and rivetted them to the forum. But 
tbill c;aUIIC of neglect must be confined to citiZens, or at leut to freemen. and they 
"ere only a part, or rather the masters of tbe cultivaton. who were in genen.1 
fllaVeti or borua.mcn. But the tame scarcity returned more frequently, witIJout 
the ume or any aililitar C&UIle, un~r the Emperors, twice duri", the reign or 
TiberiU8, as often ullll-er Claudius, &c. &c. A Wuilar evil is eeldom heard of ill: 
Rome in modem times, thouA'il ita population eseeeW one hundred and airht1 
tbollllllld .auls. 
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agricultural purposcs. Such at JCagt is the opmlOn of a very 
candid. learnet.l. and most worthy author, who viewed it without 
prejudice, and examjned it with scientific minuteness. His words 
arer-U I will lxAidly affirm, that the most striking parts, the whole 
plain between Rome and 'I'i\'oJi, and the Pomp tine marshes, 
never were or could be in a much bt'ttcr state than at present. 
I have walked ovcr in shooting great part of the plain between 
Rome and Tivoli, and the soil, which consists of a deep white 
crystaUi:.lcd sand. generally covered with a coat of black sand 
not half an inch, and oftener not a quarter of an inch deep, 
evidently proves that it never could be ill a state of ordi­
nary cultivation. Immense expt:nse may have carried soil 14 
some spots to make gardens; but even that adventitious fertility 
could not be of long euration, it would soon disappear through 
the hungry unconnected saud beneath ..... 

'Vht:ther any, or if any, what degree of blK'ine may attach to 
the papal gm'ernment, it is difficult to determine, becauSe it is 
not very easy to discover what right tlle sovereign has to inter­
fere in' the management of individual property, and the culti. 
vation of private l'StatCS. That the Homan government and 
nobility have hitherto, like all continental governments and 
nobles, paid little attention to agriculture is I hdie\'c generally 
admitted, and that the system of corn laws established in 
the papal territory was impolitic and pernicious, is equally 
acknowledged on all sides; but the last of these defects 
has ~n removed by the recent sup~ression of a,U the ancient 

• 
• Theory of the Earth, by Philip HoWW'd, EiIJ. 
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regulations on this head, an~ the Introduction of a new code, 
founded upon more eulightened prihciples: while the furmcr 
can only be rcmeditxf by time, and a )'et'Y !!Cnel'aI rerolu~ 
tion in continental manners and feelings. 4fhc papal . go-. 
~nmel1t is not indeed. in its very nature active, and that 
agriculture is not, or rather has not hitht1"to been one of 
it!:! principal objt'Cts is undeniahle: a defect which is the more 
to be lamented, as few territories are octter calculated (Ot' 

an the purposes 'Of cu1tiYation, in ton~equenre of the fer­
tility and vtlricty of the soil. the profound peAce which the 
character of the Pontiff gctlL"mU" insures to his S'Ubjects. 
lind the site of the country itself, in the very centre of Italy, 
co'ftllnandiug two ~'S, and affOrdtng all the means of easy 
exportation ., 

A spirit of improvement is at prescnt gone abroad in the 
vMion~ state of Italy, and. as it has reached Rome in its pro­
gress, it is to be hoped that its influence will be aotiye and 
efficient. Orre means of amelioration the 8l!tlmrity of govern­
tnent might without any difficulty introduce into the CtJmpagRll, 
by pl~nting the road sidC!>, and increasing the growth -of the fOrests, 
which belong to it, along the shore, aoo giving by 'Premiums 
and every other incentive, aU possible enoouragelbeUt.to that 

-
• Non sine ca,usi dii btoJDine&qQe ilUnc: .urw. 'CIdIdefldee locu.ra ~ lUll_ 

berrimoB wlle~ , llllmen opportunllm, quo eJ: Mediterranci8 locis fruges de.eban_ 
tm", quo maritimi"tommem.u8 accipianturj lDD'e'Vicinmo ad commoditate. ••••• 
n!gionum Italire lIledium, ad incremeDtum urbis Datum uDice locuDI.-7'M. l..th. 
lib. v. 54. 
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particular bram:h of agriculture. The multiplication of trees 
ornanwntal and us('ful in most counlril's, would be par­
ticularly so in the Campagnfl, where wood only is wauting to 
complete the- picture, nnd shelter at the same time the capital 
and inland tracts frotu the exhalations of the marshes along the 
coast'". 

The malaria or tlIlWholt'so01cnC'S!I of the Campug"IIG is sup­
posed to COllllllCUCC with tile great heats or dog-days, and 
lasts till the autumnal rains predpit.1.te the noxious vapors, 
refresh the earth, alld puri(y the <Ilnlosphcn,>. During this 
period of time, that is during the space of two months. Lbe 
country is dl'sertc{l, and except the delightful rcln'ats of Tit'uli 
and the Alhall Mo/lIIt placed by their elevation a bon' the 
reach of intc.dioll, CV('ry villa, caSillO, and ('v('n abbey and 
COQyellt is deserted. So strong is th(' pr('judicc of thc Ro­
mans ill this respect, tlJat it is con.,idercd as dangcl'ous and 
almost mortal to sleep out of the wall:" tholl,gh perhaps not 
twenty yards ti"Olll the very gatt'S of tht· city +. It is certainly 
reasonahle to allow that the natin'S of a couHtry ~ar(' the 
best judges of its climat£', and it is prudent and right Lh"t 
strdngcrs should follow their advice and example in guarding 
against its inconveniencies; yet it is impossible not to suspect 
that thert' is on this oecasioll a comidcrable dt'l:p'C of groundless 
apprehension. Tn fact, if a cold is taken in a rural excursion 
during the hot months, it is attributed to the malaria. Every 

• s.e v .. on tlte CllItivati." of the Campagna. 

t Ai iD the Villa Borgbese (or ih8tance. 

VOL. II. u 
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fever, and indeed every indi!lpQSition caught by travelltrs who 
pass the Pompti1lc marshes, or the Campagna Juring the summer 
montbs, is ascribed to the influence of the air; while such dis­
orders might very naturally be supposed to arise from 1}C».t <lOll 
fatigue, causes sufiicicutly active to produce fatal distempers in 
any climate. 

The conclusion which I am inclined to draw from these ob­
servations is, that the Campf/gna di Roma IPay, from ,'cryob­
vious causes, be in sOllle plac(.'S and at certain seasons unhealthy; 
thnt active cuitil'ation, draining, extensive plantations, and, 
above all, an increase of population, might in il great degree 
remedy this insalubrity; but, that it is ulljust and uncandid to 
attribute to the POp<"S an e\'il whicb the ancient Romans 
either did not or could not remove, though they might cum· 
mand and combine for tbat purpose all til(' ski ll, and all the 
riches of the uni\"cn;c". In fine, jf thCfl~ he any difti'rence 
between ancient and modern Rome in point of healthiness. I 
am inclined lo think that the latter must have th~: advantage. as 
the site of the modern city i<; cOllsiderabJy rai!'tcd by the ruins, 

• The appearance or lhe rew peasants that inhabiled the Campagna i ~ frightruI 
and di~gu~ting ; blOllt('d belliell, di!ltorted leatul'i:S, dark yellow e01l1piexioll, livid 
f'yes alld "PE, in ~hort, all the ~ylUplOU1* "f dropsy, jaulld.ce, and 8I'\'U(>, seem 
lmit('d in tl,eir persons. But though I 3m rar f"om maintllining that thr. qUnliti(>s 
()f the air hln'e no abarr. in lhe production of these d('formilj,·~, yet 111m inclined 
to attributc them in !IOmc degn>e Illso to bad wllter lind bad diet. 'fhe liM of 
tbe.e c.au~es proouccs similar IIPJlcn.rllllcc~ in sc\'cral 1II0ulitaillou~ countries, 
particularl~· ill Swi!zcrialltl, and thc latter disposei the Ctln~titution to re«oj'lI 
\lith tenfold clfcc! the action of the air, and tbe iUlpreuion of no:lliou8 ex • 
•• laliOlit. 
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llmJ con~qu('ntly tht~ inuudations of the Tiber arc Ie~s fi-e­
queot and Jcso; Illisehic,,"ous, and the quantity of stagnant 
water much diminished. ]n fact, whateycr the uil' of Rome' 
may be..lor infants and J(lulh , it is now considered ns pecu liarly 
favOI'able to riper <lgt~ , lind said 1.0 he 1IS anciently highly cou~ 
ducive to JOllgc\'ity. 
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CHAP. V. 

DEP.UtTUltE FROM ROME-CUAftACT£R OF THE ROllANS 

ANCIF.NT .HiD )tOD£RN. 

AT )cngth the day fixed for e.llr departure approacbf'd, and 
on the second of August we made a last visit to the .Forum. the 
Coliseum, the Pantheon, aud the Capitol. 'Vc onC'-c more hailed 
the genius of Rome in the colonnade of St. Pete", and rclif('d 
after sunset to the gardens of the Villa 'Medici on the Pillcian 
ll:foullt (Collis llortulurll11t.) There we seated ourselves under 
n c1ustrf of pilles aud poplars that hung w;wing ol'er the ancient 
walls of the city. and as we cnjoyed the freshness of the eyening 
air, reflected upon the glorious objects we had seen, and tbe 
many happy hours we had passed in this grand Capital of the 
civilized world, lhe seat of taste, literature, and magnificence. 
'We were now aLout to take our leave for ever probably. of 
these noble scenes, and felt. and who would not bave felt ? no 
inconsiderable d0gree of regret ut the reflection, that we now 
behe1d the towers of Rome vanishing in darkness for the Jast 
time! It is indeed impossible to leave this city without emo­
tion; so many claims has iL to our attention; so many holds 
upon our best passions. 
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As the tra\·c11er paces along Il('~ stl'ccts, !'opaci()us, .~i lcili . ami 
majestic, he feels the irresistible genius of tllc placc working HI 

his soul, hi~ memory teems with rt'coll('ction.." mid his heHrt 
swcUo; wtth patriotism and magnanimity; two vjrtu!'s that 
8l'CUl to spring from tbe l 'CI'Y soil, and. How spontnncousl,v 

from the climate-so generally do they perrade every period 
of Roman history. While the great n:pllbli(', till! parent of 
so many heroes rises before him, he looks around like Ca~ 
millus at tlil' hills- the plain-the river-for ever cOllSl'crnlf'd 
hy their 1~lmt", and raiscs bis eyes with reverence to the 
sky that soemed to inspirt' their virtues. I n truth, no na­
tional cha.raetcr evet' appeared 90 exalted, rosc with such Ult 

accumulation of honor from so UlIIl1Y trials. or rctained it, 
" . hard-cHI ned glory for so long 1\ Jlcnod, ftS that of the Romans. 

Nullo "JI'Illmfl. respubl;ra ?It(' mnj01', nec .mm:tior, me w,ti!l 
cJ'cmpiis Jitiorfuit, says Titus Liviu!:I" and the assertion was not 
the effusion of national vanity, fur the Hornuns were too great 
to be vain, but the result of well-grounded conviction. That 
deep sense of relig ion which distinguished the rCllUblic fi'onl 
every other state, and was according to Cicero one of the sources 
of its grandeur; that benevolence which tallght them to n~pccL 
human nature itl their enemies, at II. tillie when to slaughter 
or at best enslave the conquered, was deemed evell by the 
Greeks themselves tllC right of the victor; that strict atten­
tion to justice and the la\,. of nations in proclaiming and currying 
on war·t; that contempt or rather defiance of danger and calm 
perseverance in spite of difficulties and obstacles; that disin_ 
terestedness and neglect of all personal indulgeoce, and abo~'c 

.. 

• Llt. I. Prot: tGif. 4e Ot: lib. r. ftlp •• (. 
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all, that manly and unalterable consistctlcy which in a peculiar 
manner marked ancl supported their conduct both in public and 
private·: these w~re the grand and distinguishing features of 
the Roman character, features which they have imprl'inted on 
thdr edHict's, their writings, their laws, and thcir Janguttge, and 
bctJt:!cathcd to posterity as an eudless claim to its gratitude and 
admiration. 'l'hat each of these qualities may ha\'c shone forth 
most conspicllously in other nations, and ill many intli\'iduaJs, 
must be admitted; but never were they so intimately inlcrwo';en 
with tIle wbole existence and being of an active people either 
before or since, and in consistency in particular they must be 
acknowledged to stand unrivalled. The Greek", more lively and 
ingeniolls, but at the same time morc chaugeable and fantastic, 
appear when compared to the Romans, as children put in COIl­

trast with men; and Virgil has most philosophically as well as 
poetically struck oft' the characters of the two nations, when tn 
tile acuteness and subtlety of the Greeks he grants superiority 
jn the arts and sciences, while to Roman firmness and wisdom 
he consigns the sceptre of the universe i-. 

To seek for parallels in modem history, would he a vain pur­
suit, thongh our sprightly neighbours are wont in a delirium of 
self-complacency, to compare themselves to the Greeks and 
Romans alternately. and interweave the \'irtuea of both thest" 
renowned racC9, in the lex ture of modem French perfection . 

• Mwu.e ip§e populu. RomIl~UB IIQimi magnitudine ucellil. 
Ck. Off. 1. 18.. 

t ~J;cudeQt alii, &c. Til regen, &c,..£.£lI. n. 
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But while we give them in unison with the voice of 1·:IITOpe. 
much of the valor and ingclluil)', wilh all till.: Inil)', alltl all 
the vanity of the Grct.'ks. we cannot allow them one spark of 
Roman magnanimity. Tht' Homan PUll tiffs have ol'c<-Il>iullally 

emulatcd"the firmness of the COllsuh, and the Venetian 1I0t UIl­

frequently di~playcd the wisdom (Jf the <;Cllatl', whill' o ..... ing to 
the manly and &llmcrom. spirit of a free govcrnmcilt tilt' British 
nation may he allowed to possess a con~id('rahlt~ portion of the 
patriotism and intrepidity of the Roman people. 

'rhe ambition with which the Romans arc so often 
cbarged, cannot with justice be considered as a fla\\' in their 
character, as no great nation, or illustrious individual, el'cr w:ts 
or inclt,:cd, can well he (·ntirdy exempt from that actin' passion, 
that 1,lt'idu vis allimi, which always accomptl1lics grcat talents, 
and is designed by Providence to develop and bring th(',J.u 
into action. To which we may add, that a spirit of COIl­
(luest ~Ilerally originates from the necessity and succeS3 of 
self-defence; and it must be admitted that the far greater part 
of the cariy wars ill which the republic was engaged, arose 
from the jealousy of the petty states in her vi.:inity, The 
suhjugation of these states and their incorporation with Ihe 
,rictors, awakened the sllspicion of more djsl~Ult and powt'rflll 
ri vals, and brought the Samnites, the Lucanialls, and the 
Bruttii successively into the field, till the war of Pyrrhus shO\ved 
the necessity of uniting Italy under one head, to prevent her 
jarring cities from introducing foreign powers into her Ilrovinecs, 
and f.'oo} thus sacrificing her independence to a 1ll0melltar,)' 

interest. This !!Itruggle tried and proved the strength of RUffle. 
enabled her to unite all thc energi{'s of Italy, and pn.:pared 
her fOf the I1r(re dangerous and more extensi,"c contcst with 
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Ihe Cartlla .~inialls. Tbe Punic wars originated from sound 
policy, which pointed out the 'necessity of keeping so powerful 
a rival at a distance from tho coasts of Italy, and were at 
the same time the ullavuidable cficct of two stutes, whose 
interests <lnd views WCJ'C so opposik, coming into iAlmediatc 
contact. 'I'll{: first was an essay and a mere prelude to tbe 
sccond, which decided the contest, and in fact laid Car. 
thagc at the feet of her more magnanimous ri\'a1. Never 
did a more arduous struggle CIlg'.lgc two puwcrfi.i1 nations, 
and never did mortals witness a mure splendid display of the 
heroic virtues than that which ROUle thm exhibited to the asto­
nished uniYcrsc. 

The dissensions among the.. Greeks, and the far~famed Pe­
loponesian war itself, sink into insignificance when CODl~ 

pared not only with the mighty weight, and wide sweeping 
des1l1atioll of the second Punic war, but with the perscver. 
anee, the wisdom, the spirit., and the magnanimity with which 
it wali prosecuted; nor is thNe a peri.od in the annals of the 
world which furnishes more instruction, or presents hUOlOln lIa~ 

ture in a noblef point of view, than the history of this most 
sanguinary cootest. Every page of it is a record of heroism 
that set.~ the soul jn a hlaze; it ought to be read over nnd over 
again, and ncry line committed to memory by the youth of 
every free state, and particularly of Britain, that they may 
Jearn how to appl'etiatc the lilx~rty and independence of their 
country, how tu fi!,;ht, alld how to. die in its defence. 

The insidious. policy of Macedon next engaged the attention of 
Rome, and the punishment she inflicted upon its temporizing 
despots cannot but dClierve ow 8pplau.sc. In her cooduct toward, 
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the Greeks the republic first dis!)]<Jycd its moderation and gene­
rosity, and on the glorious day when at the Isthmian gm:<I$ l>b(' 
proclaimed the liberty of Greece by her victorious gt~llcl'al. g<l\'t o 

an insttnce of magnanimity that even uow UlcilS thl' !Soul into 
fond admiration. But the age of h L; fO(,S and of sages was 
passed in Greece. Incapable alike of liberty ami control, proud 
of their forlller power, and ullconsciom. of their actual weak­
ness, jealous of each other's prosperity. aud pcq>ctu;.Uly en­
gaged either in open hostility or st'crc't intrigue, lit'!' !rI lules 
alternately flattered and insulted, invited and bdrayed thcir 
benefactors, till at length they extorted from the reluctant Ro.­
mans the chastisement due to folly and ingratitude. ill fact. in 
all transactions between these two cxtraol'diuary natidn.'4 the 
former s<.."Cm uniformly to ha-re ack-'d like fi'oward children 
spoiled hy flattery and indulgcnce, and tIle lattcr like men 
~abitually mild though sometimes teazcd into rC~t'lltmeot ... 

So fat the Roman charactcr shonc unclouded; that at subse­
quent periods its splendor was ~olllf'times turni~bcd by the ambi­
tion or the avarice of its chiefs may be admitted; but even 
when intoxicated by power and corrupted by luxury the city 
had become a vast theatre of opposite fitctiolls and tUl bu~ 
lent passions, yet the greatness and magnanimity inhen'lIt in the 
national character still predominated, and shewetl itselr even 
in the vic~ and crimes of its perverted citizen!:>. Though 
fired with lawless ambition and stained wilh civil blood, Ma­
rius and SylJa, Cresar and Pompey. Augustu,-, and Autony, 
were lofty and towering minds that soared t;tl' ahove tin: w.ua l 
reach of human greatness, and stand yet unrivall"d in th{' Ji !:> ts 
of fame. Even Catiline and Cinna, with much of the maligllity, 

VOL. II. x 
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hn'''c also much of the greatness of Milton',! demons, and like 
thos..! tl'clllenduus phantolll!) ('xcite b)O the maguitndc of their 
cl'ilnt's our ten'or I' .. ther than our c~llt('mpt. Nor wa!'l this 
mtlgnanilHi ty (,:'I.tinguishl'u, or indeed always Tcprcssro.b.y the 
despol ism of ti l{' Emperors. Though subdued nnd chained, yet 
t:1C ~'1oma!l glared at hi s tyrant, and made him fLocl not 11"­
fh:qUl'll tly the dt(.'ds of his indignation. Cht'rca and SabilltlS, 
Curbulo and Vindex, disph:.yed the courage und the virtue of 
Brutus and Cassius; the sutler sex emulated the (amI' Qf Cldia 
aud Lucretia; and Arria alld Epicharis continued to shew the 
influence of Roman finnne5~ on female minds. The imperial 
race itsdf was distinguished ab(wc all other royal lilies, not 
(Jilly by prc-crnincllt vicco; bnt fortunately ti:)r IlHlnkind by pre­
eminent virtlH .. s also; and if Caligula and Nero, Domitian and 
' ;aracalJa, sllrpaso; in cruclty all other tyrants, so Titus Hnd 
Tr-<l:j'a.n, Aurelius anti Antonious, excel all othcr monarchs iQ 
wisdom and benevolence. 

Of the character of grcato{'5s which the Romans have gh'cll 
to their works I 1I<1\'C already spohn; here 1 need only 
remind the rl:aJ('r that while in the pyramids of Egypt we 
admire mass j\'C vastness, anti in the edifices of Greece, just 
vroportiOll, in noman strm:tllft's, we applaud the union of 
magnitude and i){,::\llty ,\ ith .com'cnicnce and utility. ]n her 
tcmpks HOlllc wa~ 1I1{Ji't' magnificent, b('Cause morc opulent 
thall Grct'cc, but ht' r temples however splendid were not her 
noblc,t works. Ul..iloi(1 that vast amphitheatre, eqllal in sw.e, 
but how sUIX'rior in lorm, grace, and destination to tht· uscleM 
bulk of the pyramids, Sec tbose aqueducts that bestride ex­
tensive regions, and COD\'Cy rinm into distant citica to re ... 
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f)'esh nalionB and fertilize a whole country. Their archei stiU 
stand gracing not th~ capital only and its vicinity. but the 
most remote provinccs.~and astonish Irandlcl's by tht'ir so­
lidity and their elevation. Consider those bridgt'S w1lich 
f'ightt.Jl ccnturic .. , aided by illundatiolls and earthquakes, have 
not in many places even shaken; ami f.ee the Dat:.ube itself fc,r 
once submitting to the yoke, ilnd stili r('.~J't·ctjng the traces of hi" 
iubjcction. Sec their almost inlcrlllinablr- reads intersecting 
the inllncn:-.ity of the cillpirf', from the borJl~rs of Per';", 
to the ~Ol'cCJ(les, fi'OIll the T01luis to the Ni'~. and opening 0. 

free communication through all parts of the civiiiy,oo world. 
These urc monument .. which no other nation has J'!ft behind, 
monuments not of taste and art only, hut of wisdom and be­
nevolence. which claim not merely our admiration but ollr 
gratitude, and rank their allUwr" Wllong the best benefactors of 
mankind. 

lnvelltas 'lui vitam excoluere per arte~ 
Quique sui llIelllOreh aliOll rewre merendo. 

To apply this remark to works of genius would be to enter a 
field of criticism too extensive for the present work, but we may 
be allowed. to assume that there is in all the grt~at Roman au­
thors, whether in \'ersc or prose, a certain loftines:5 of tllought 
peculiar to thcmsclves, and very different from th;~ terseness of 
the Greek, particularly the Attic writers. Majcsty, though the 
characteristic of Virgil, and more emincntl}' conspicuous in his 
divine poems. is yet strongly perceptible in Lucretius, Lucan. 
and Juvenal. The subjects of Horace and Ovid were not 
in general very susceptible of this quality, and yet evt.'O itt. 

x ~ 
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them it occasionally transpires. aud gives R certain ,",eight 
and dignity to their 111fgtl' C07lOr tr', Th{'~r muse is still the Homan 
muse, like Mint.'f"a TI.-'l>cfvcd. and majestic ('ve ll when playful. 
But thi s di 'l ti nct ivc fmtLlrc of the Roman mind is mo~ appa­
feut in the hi..,tonans, tor however different Salinsl, C.-esar, Titus 
Livius, and Tacitus may be ill style, yet there is in them all an 
c1C'\'fl tion of thought, a boldness of sentiment., nnd a dignity of 
langual:,oc, superior, I will not say. to modern historians, but even 
to the compositions of the Greeks. in every other respect so 
perfect . In I*rusing them the reader finds himsdf rai~d above 
the common level of human thought, and plaero out of the 
reach of ordinary feelings; he i ~ cOllvcr..ing wi th an interme­
diate race of beings, a specit..'S of heroes and demigods. 

Magnanimi heroe, nati fMliorihu! anniL 

Virtue, patriotism, bcnevoltmcc. the love of his country, and 
of mankind, rise in his t.."Stimation. and engross his whole soul. 
Self:'prescrvation and selt~intcrC!; t. the cares and the plcllsures of 
life shrink in compari~on into trifles almost beneath his a.t ten­
tion. His heart glows as he reads, and c"ery page he turn, over 
makes him a better and fits him to be a greater man. But above 
even these exalted spirits, above all Greek a1ld ROGan fa me, 
towen the immortal genius of Cicero, ooUecting in i tself all the 
lights of human intellect, and scattering them over every suLjc<'t 
on whiCh it shincs-Orator, Philosopher. Ilnd Statesman, and 
in aU these characters unrivalled, he makes them all subser-• vient to that of Homan and Consul, and whatever topic he treats, 
he never fails to display the spiri1. of the one, and the majesty of 
the oUler,' 
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The Greek philosophers, l)la~, Aristotle, Epi('urus, &c. 
passed their days, if not in absolute retreat, at least in Icarm·d 
If'isure; speculation was the bu~jl1(,ss of their lin's, and their 
works were the result of a long lite of study and reflection . • 

Cicero devoted his youth only to study; his riper years he gave 
to the active duties of Roman magistracy, the direction of the 
scna1e, the management of the people, the com mand of legions, 
and the gm'crnmcnt of an empire. In the midst of these IjCCU­

pulium, each of which set-tuS sufficient to absorh all the time 
and engross aU the attention of the most vigorous mind, he 
found leisure to plead the causes of his friends, to prescribe the 
laws of eloquence, and to sound the depths (I f philosophic iu­
quiry. Thus he cxcelled hi s ma!>ter Plato, alld by uniting 
practice with theory, brought philosophy from the ~hadcs of 
retiremcnt into public liti.:, introduced her into the fonLlll, and 

• seAted her in the senate. In perusing the varied compu~lti()ns 
of this illustrious Roman, it is impossible llot tu feci and admire 
that national magnanimity, that PoCnntorial and cOIl$ular dignity 
which pervade them, ennobling every !o u~jeet, whcthf'I' public 
or priVjlte, Htcrary or political; a nd communicating' to the 
mind of the reader a congenial elevation and grandeur, well 
calculated til counteract the narrow contracted views and selfish 
passions of these degenerate days4 . 

• Rousseau has ventured to caU Ci~(,fO a mere rhetorfcian, and Mks insultingly 
whether, without the WTitingg of Plato, he would have beE'tl able to compo!!e his 
Ofticeel Without doubt the Roman philOl!opher owed much to the sublime doc· 
triDei of Plato, Qd aeldom omitll an opportunity of acknowledging tbe obligation j 
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I have already alluded to the Human laws, and will therefore 
confine lll)'~df ut prescnt to o'ne single remark. The law'J of the 
Gref'ks were eitil('r the result of the meditations of a particular 
It-gi:,lator, Lycurgus. Solon, &c. or the dictates of somc mo­
lllenL1ry Clllcrgt' llI:y; 110t unfrcqu('ntly the effusion of popular 
palSsiolls, ami in most cases upplicablc only to the commoll­
Wt~dth or country lor which ~hl'Y were originally t'nuclcd. 
Hence, though Liberty was in gcncf'di their object, and !a0 far 
tllcir effects were beneficial; yet their duration was ~hort. and 
their influence contracted, But the Roman code was compiled 
with the ~ame view iudct:d, but on principles far more perma­
nent and universal. It was founded not upon tlIe cumcnicncc 
of the moment, nor upon the interest of one particular com .... • 
DlOnwealtll, but upon the compreileo!!il'c ba~is of the law of 
natuTC, embracing. alike aU times and all places, and applicable 
to aU governments and to aU emergencies. Hence Cicero de­
clar~ that the Tq,eil:e Tublcs contain a system of morality, supc­
rior~ in his opinion, to the writings of aU Ule philosophers, and 

but though II. di8("ipJI' of Plato hI' onen SurpU5ei his muter, and giv~ sub5tance 
and bod} to the I't'fiut'd lind ideal l'i,ions of the Atheniull, That very trcatiae 
D~ Oliciis i~ an abridgment of morality more ~rfect and usdul Ibn any partieu­
lar work of Plato, Surely hi~ Epiqtles aN' uot imitations of Plato, and yet they 
alone ate eufficieut to eIll1lhlish Cicero's reputation, and place him alllong the tim 
of slathml'Il, llod of authon.. A8 for LILl' colllemplunu& term rhetar, if Cicero 
was uot an Ontlnr i'\ the highest sell\oC of the word, who ever was? But the 
eloquent Gene\"an ;ovtd »ingulariIY, and Bought for it hy paradOXCl/; he 
8&elIl~ to bave read but little uf Cicero, aDd if Ire may credit tbe account he 
give5 of hill OIfD education, could IlOtbave bad II. vcry perfoct knowledre of Cicero', 
1a.n,us.&e. 
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film} n code of laws at th e same 1.imc. that tran!Jccnds all the 
institutions of the Grecian l{'gi~lators· . 

Hence the Roman became the 1Jlli1'Crsnl law, the code of 
nations, and to ills prcvakucc over .EUTO!)C we may perhaps 
in part ascribe the superior advantage in liberty and pro.. 
perty which its inhabitants enjoyed dnrillg the darknc!;s and 
barbarism of the middle ages. In fact, t he Ruman laws and 
J".nguage were the two great barriers that f('!~islcd and TCJklled 
the vjolence and i~orance of those savage tillles, and con\,<,yed 
down to us the maxims find the sciences of the preceding 
more {.'nlightened generations. 

Of that lallguage I may now be expt'cted to speak, but RS I 
have treated the sul~jcct elsewhere. my remarks shall be lew and 
cursory. It is a trite ob!.crvation that the lunlTuulTc of cach o 0 

nation is attuned to its feclings. habits, and mannel'S, or ill other 
words to its character: and it has consequently been Tl>IIIHrkcd, 

that !lalian is soft and tnll~icar: Spaui~h, stately; l~l'CIlCh, 

'l'oluble; German, roup;h; and :English short and pithy. To 
apply tltis common obs('n'ation to the sul~j('ct hI fixc liS, the 
langu.1gc of the ancient Roma.ns is a m:lIJly :Hld m<ljecric 
dialect, full. c:xprcssi\'c, and sonorous, and w<:lI adapted 10 the 
genius and the tligllity of It magnanimous and imperial pl:oplc. 
Icferior in somc respects, but in the qualities just mentioned 

• Fremant ornnoe lied, dieam quod 8CntiOl bibliot~e<:as meh(!rcule omniurQ 
philoeophorum, unus mihi ,idctur 111. tabulal'um Iibellu9, sl qui~ legum fontCfl et 
mpilll ride.~t, et auct<witatis pondere, et utiljtatia ubertate lIuperare, &c. D. 
Oralor. Lib. 1.45, U. 
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superior to the Grf'Ck, it corre<>ponded wen with its objrct, and 
became the vchicle, first of 'the edicts of the conquf'rors, and 
then of juri-.prudcnc('. philo .. ophy, alld the sciences in ge­
neral, that I!>, thl' grand instl urnent of civilization. the uni. 
verhal language, and the parent of all the ~ore refined dialects 
of Europe-, 

Such were the Romans: born as it were to empire they had 
nationally the same elevation of mmd and dlgnity of sentiment 
as the hein. of kingdoms and principalities are observed to 
possess indlVldually; and this grandeur of thougbt and man· 
llt'fS they communicated to all their acinevem('ots, and stamped 
on all their monuments. Who can retiec-t (m those achieve­
ments without astouishment? "ho can walk runid those monu_ 
ments without emotion? the very ground trod by such a rdC{" is 
sacred. and were Rome with aU it~ magnificent edifiCt'!> and noble 
remains annilulatcd. the seven hills would be still de-dr to genius 
and to virtue. The pilgrim would still come from di::.tant rc-

• "Ita sentio," lIIlys Ciccro, " et 611!pe dl"'lerUl, Latinam linguam non modo 
non inflpclll, ut vulgo putare"t, s.ed locuplet"'iClII C'II>e quail, GlIl'CSm."-D/' Fr. 
nibul , "ib. J. 3. lie repeats the !>Hille assertion JII the third boot. cap. 2. 

Gihbon haa cxl'mplified il!! superior mlljeoty when compllred to G~k. io thl! 
two lIa, .. ('~ DiO('h'~ and I>,O('ICtl"IIU~, and it iDoIY be ellt'mpliliC'd 81m more ..ati&­
fadalily In C(llItr.t~!iQg certain pa-..uHCfl of Vir~l with the cOrTCIIl)()nding \'eNea, 
from whence lill'1 are cojti{'d III HomE'\'; to "')II"h 1 may add, that ir the vowel, 
and diptholl~ \\ ('rc pN,nou':ceu by thtl ancit'nl Greelul1l8 they are b:1 the modem. 
and lhere lire m~l)y reasons for bUppobiQg that thpJ were, Latin must Jw;"1 had IU 
all times, tv. flllnes~ and variety of lQund, Il de<:ided superiority. 
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giOlIS to visit with reverence the spot 011 which on(..'t~ stood th~ 

first of cities-" qtuZ U7Ia ill (mlllibul> ferris dUII/1/$ fuil 1)irfulis, 

imperii, d~f.mil(lti.~·." 

But, of the rl('foic qualitieo; of the ancient Romans, what 
share do the modern inherit ? are they lugh~spirit('d alld iutlex~ 
jbJe as their ancestors? or atc they not rather a ta1lU', I-'usjllulli~ 

rooU! race? llot the descendants of the masl~rs of the world. 
but the mongrel offspring of evcr.y invading tribe ? or as a Freudl 
writer cxpn.."ti8es it, not Romans., but worms tlrdl prey upou the 
carcaso of fallen ROIllF:? H is ca.'!y to supply the waut (If oir 
servation by sarcasm and antithesis; let us endeavor io follow a 
different proc{''Ss. National character, though it. may be illffu. 
enced both by the soil an<l the climate, is not tlw c1fect of (:itber. 
Government and education, as 1 l1a\·c elsewhere ohllcr\'ed, are 
the grand and efficient causes in the formation of character hULh 
public and private. I s that government fn-'C, and that ('duC"utiuu 
liberal ? the charact.e r wi ll he open and manly , Is tlw vUt' op­
pressive, and the other confined? the dmractt!f will necessarily: 
be abject and contracted. ROlU{' is 110 IOllgcr mistn'ss of Ihe 
world .. she is not even frl.'C; her sons or COlI r.~C !J,l n' not fro m 
their infancy a brilliant career open before them ; puhli .... liGHt/ I" 

are not held out to them as inccntil'f 's to ('Xcrti!JIl, qpr arc 
their labors and sacrifices rewarded by triu mphs a nd l it le~ or 
glory; they are Hot no yt" a.~ allcicnliy taught (~ven by their 
nurses to raise their }ICllds, to tread with dign ity, to look. 

----------_.-
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1110\ c, and feel as lords o( hUJllult kind. To submit to the will 
of a sovereign without ":;I;<lring llis cO\1n..,eb is their falc, aud do­

mestic conl.:l'l"lIs are til(,jr 001)' occupati(Jn" '1'oconfurm them to 
illis humble destiu)" is the ol-:ject of (:dHCl.ltion, and when they 
ha vc Im~sed somc \"cars in collt,.,(' cOllfil)l"lIll'llt\mclcr the super-• 0 

intendt'llcy of suspicious and prying muslers, they return to 
ti)t'ir t~IIJlilies til pass their days ill illdo1cnt reposC'. Yet not­
withstanding Ihcse disadnmhlges some fen"lres of the ancient 
arc stili strongly marked in the character of the modern Roman; 
as amid the palac('S of the present therc still arisl.' Illany tract'S of 
the fOfmer cily. This reSl'mblancc is l'crJ naturally prcsen"cd 
by "arious circumstances; in the first place as the language of 
their anccstors is an essential part of their education, and as 
their application to it commences at a very carly period, they 
soon become acquainted of the ancient glori es of their coun­
try, and with its history imbibe 11 certain gl..'uerous pride not 
totally de"oid of magnanimity. The same effect is nl..'cessarily 
produQ"d by the contemplation of the grand monulll('nls that 
tower mouud them, and force themseh"cs upon the observation 
of the most inattent.ive. In the next place, tilt' superiority which 
Rome has ulw .. ),s enjoyed ill the libera l arts, such HS architec­
ture, painting, and sculpt;m:: and consequ('ntly hef s~perior 
beauty. and magnificence, which, while they altrart strangers 
frolll tht· most remote countries, must unm"oidably awaken in 
the bosom of a cjtjt-cn some emotions of scif-illlportaur.c and 
complacency" Thirdly. Home has always oc'Cn consiuen'd as 
the capital of the ('"mpirc and the metropolis of Chri&tt"nclom. In 
tht ~ first quality she gi'X.'S title and preel:dency to the first sove­
reign in Europe; and in the second, she confers upon h~r bishops 
nmk and pro-eminencc above all others even though pril~ak.'s. 
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and patriarch~; pri\tilegcs in both cas.cs so brilliant as 10 reflect 
upon Rome n lustre still unequalled, and illspire her inhabitanb 
with lofty sentiments oj' her grandeur and their own dignil~". 

Ilome is still the' hot!), the eiCl'lllIt city. the citadel f!f imperial 
power, the autre of chl'i.ftitm u//ity-" Deoruru cJomicilium, 
al"X orbis tC'rmrUIJI, portus omniulII gentiulll." Crowds of 

strangers flow thro~h her gates, attracted by the mtl. ,gnificcncc 
of h('( monuments, the sanetity or her tC'lIlplcs, or till' glOl'ics 
of her 1111111(" . El (Jlltir{llifas um(lhili.~. sed et rdieio v(~"tTabiliJ 

. 'I. '-' 

.va:pe eo vocal/t, says Liplfill lf, speaking of Rome. 'rhe S. P. Q . R. 
that still bla:l.(, 011 the ('diets of Ilcr magistrates. and ennoble 
bel' public p.dificcs, though now a sound only, is yet an awful 
and "t:ncrahlc sOllud. which brings with it CI train of ideas 
formed of all that is grand and impressive ill history. 

The nati.ves of a city, whose dest inies are so glorious, neither 
are, nor can he altogether a IOI1'-mindcrl grovel ling race: they arc 
proud of their birth. and inherit some portion of the dignity and 
elevation of their ancestors. It it be asked 011 what occasion 
the modern Romans have displayed this lIoble spirit, or what 
instances of magnanimity we find in their liistory . tid'! ~nSlVcr is 
ob,ious. Not to speak of the courage' and perscverance ',ith 
which the), w long and 50 successfully n 'sisted the lnrnbards, 
because that l'ra Olay perhaps be supposed to belong rath{'t' to 
ancient than modern history: I come to the year cight huudl'cd. 
which may fairly be considered as the period of the ealarnitic ... 
of Rome; and though her language w~s st111 in a state of de­
terioration, yet her political situation began from that <,poeh to 
improve, and continued ill a progress of amelioration with little 
interruption, except that occ~ioncd by the abscnce of her 

y2 
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bishops. till the late French iovasion. From the restorntioo 
of tile Western Empire we may therefore date· the OOIU­
mcnccmcnt of modern Rome, and take it for gmntL'O t:hal 
as no e\'cllt ha~ since occurrt.'d to break the spit.'it of the Roman 
people, their character cannot be supposed to have undergone 
any change materially to its '{li~Rdvant..age. 

Now from this era, to the Pontificate of' rt'O X. the nomans 
~bcm to have displayed rather too much than too little spirit, 
aoo distinguished tJt'emsc!vcq rather by a la\tlcss rage i()r inde_ 
pendence than by a tame submis!,ion to rulers. In tilct, lucie 
history during the space of sC~'ell hundred years that elapsed 
between the two epoclls mt'lltjouC'd abon', is little lUorc than a 
series of contests with the German Cresars. the Popes, the H~ 
man Darons, and the cities in the neighbouring mountains. 
1'hcse contests, which were carried on with much vio1euco 
and great ~laut;:hter. even iu tlll~ streets, squares, and some­
times the ycry churches thcmsclvt.'S, contributed much to tbe 
Tuin of the cit)', and the dt'Slruction of its ancient lllonu~ 
ments, but terminated not unfr<'quently to tbe advantage.: of the 
Roman pcopk. and prove at least that in courage tht,y were 
lIot de6cient. Their occasional battles with tile Saracens at 
that tima a moot warlike and formidable nation, ulways ended in 
the defea.t 01' thosr infidels, and reflect no inconsiderable hODor 
on t.he "il'ton" who never allowed them, WI the Sicilians and 
NCOlpolilan~ btl donl'. to take possession of their wwns, ~md 
make settlcmrnts on their coasts. Their resistance to the Gcr~ 
man Emperors may be 'ascribed to liorne remaining sparks of 
RomBo spirit, !:learning to bend to tile pride and iusolence of 
barbari.m sovereign!!, who, tbough they owed. their rnl~ and 
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titles to the acclamations of the Roman people, somdt!Ur<; pr'j '­
sumcd to approach th~ city in hostile anay. and impose law:,,> 
on its inhabitants. 

')'hc liberties of the llom:mi) sunk under the b'1?nlUs and 
spirit f )t Sixtus V. and of' Jul ius LI. and were finally suppressl'ti 
by the au thority an~ arts of the two p(lntjfi~ of the Mdiccull 
lamily, (to which literature owes su Illuch and libt'rty ""1 iittk), 
Leo X. ami Clemmt V II. Since that lu..,ioe:! ('n:ry ('il'cnm-• stanc(' ha~ oontrihut.cd to turn the attention of th~' Homans 10 

the arts of peace, to til(' contf'mphltion of religion, tilt' stud," of 
antiquity. Ilnd the <'lllbcllishmcnt. of the city. Few OppOI'tl't­

nitics hdVt.' occurred that conld cull their ('ourage into action, 
or uwakcll their ancient magnanimity. The ~torm j ll.c: of th~ 
city by the Constllhl(' Bourbon, and the battle of' i.I'11a1lto, are 
fK:rhRps the only occasions. In th(~ tormer, t1uJ\l~h taken by 
surprise and treac hery, the )tomans protected oll ly hy thc. 
ancient walls, resisted the attacks ofa wtcmn and n 'glllnr <trmy. 
nnd were at rength overpowered by th<": numbers of that truly 
barbarian horde; while llourhon the G\~n{'ra.1 

•.••. gigantei ~ ,",berm tental"e DeO'rum 
Aggre.;tlus furiiM •• • • •• 

Claudian. 

perished, a.s is "tIl known, in the very act of scaling the walls. 
In the battle of Lepanto the Roman gallies, cOIlllllanded by the 
gallant Cokmna, led the Christian fleet, and were acknowledged 
to be the principal agents on that glorious day, which checked 
the VictorfOut career of the Snltan, and bmke his naval strength 
for eft!'. 
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It may further be inqui red, why the Romnns madc little 
O\' no resistance 011 the;: late illnl"ion, whieh was accompanied 
with circum~tan('es !>uffieiently insulting to rouse even the spirit 
and clwrgies of' a coward? The Romllns themsd,'cs thougl, 
undisciplined and 1Illjwepan'd, were ready to lake anlJS, and 
even nllld{~ a tender of their services to the govcrnuu:ol; but the 
])apaJ ministers, and perbaps the Pontiff hjlllsclf, were duped by 
the declara.tions and solemn promises of the }~rcnch generals, 
.md in opposition to the wishes and sus~iciolls of the people, 
consented to receive the hostile arUly within their gales. Y ct 
when thus Ix:tnL'yed aud enslaved, the people more than once 
rosc UPOIl the F'rcllch troops, anti the T,.astcvn,j"i in particular, 
on one occasion, made considerable ha\'oc. lUlll cxC'iteo tIll! 
greatest alarm among them, Insoillucli that the }'rench had 
recourse to their usual nrt.~ of promises, protc!'Itatiolls, appeals to 
liberty. to the gell;I/,~ of BI'l/iIlS, and to the ROil/all Iwn/r, 

to induce these ht\.Tlerous patriots to quit the bridges, capitol, 
and other strong posts of which they hOld takcn possession. 
Similar insurrcctiulls took pl<lc{: at A/bmw and i ll Sabillo, 
where the pcat;anls undisciplined and half armed, resisted 
and M)m(~tjnH"s routed their enemies. These efforts, un· 
availing as they were, and as from the unfortunate situation 
of tbe papal territory, and indeed of all ltaly at that time, 
must IlcC{:~sari l y have bN.'Il, are still so many proof!> that the 
Humalls are not, as has hc~u so of len asserted, a race of a~iect 
dasturds. 

The truth is, that want of courage is not thc pret10minant 
l·icc either or the Romans or of the Italians, or illdt.'Cd of any 
other nation: courage is a quality inherent ill man, but its 
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('):Crcise is tile rcsult of calculation. GivC' an iudiviuuul 
that which i~ worth dcfending, and he will defend it; gi,'c 
a nation liberty with all its hkssillhrs, anel it will fight jiJr 

thcllt; It bad fl'O\TrnmCll l has no Yaillc, and ('xciu.'S no attach· 
" IIlcnt- who tllcn will ('x pose his lite to su pport it? 

To proeced.-Tllf: modern R(Jm:ms are accus('(1 of habi t.ual 
iudoJCIICC, ~lIId a disposition 10 mendicancy; a r<'pl'Oach found· 
cd U(lOll hasty aut! partial oh:-;('rvalioll. To repose durin,!.!: the: 
Ileal of the day iii Ii ~U!>toUl cstablish('(i ill a ll sOlltllel'll c()u:l trit.'s. 

is conformable to the prl:teticc of the am.:il·n ts, :lIld is hoth 
useful and wholesome, as by .sacrificing hours wben exert;)]c is 
d anf!Crotis or 0Plm.:s~i \te, i t kuvcs the 1Il0rnill!! und tT('nilw. o "~ 

fhat is:all lhe cool and delightful part of the day, with mueh of 
the night, open to bllsiJlc~s alld amusement. The tilll£' given to 
labor and fPst is in quantity the same a s in northeru r('gioll ~, but 
divided in a difli 'rl'nl lllallll{'r. A~ lur JOclldit:ancy, 1 have 
already observc!!, that ill cOllntril's and cit ie'S where the poor are 
:;upportcd by voluntary "on tributioJlS, JlJI;l)(ljcno('Y is not em;il)' 
llvoidable ; in filvor of HOJ1le 1 Illll:5l :,,1t1, that the numOcr of 
bcggdrs is not greater there t han in ot her eapit~lls of the ~amc 
population, anti that the wrdchcs who illl('li t tlw dlUrdH's 
and public edifices ilI"C in g<'lleral strang<'fs. attr:letnl by ti,e 
facility of g'atlwring alms in It city fn.:qu(~lltcd hy so many rich 
travellers, and filled with so manx convents and pious C'Stahlisl,. 
ments. The extreme m isf'rY which we witnl''1sed was owing to 
the entire spoliation of all the hospita ls and asylums, tl) the 
ruin of public credit, the imjJoverishment of the clergy. nobility. 
and householders, by the exaction~ of the soldiery, and in ~lort 

to the geueral system of pluudt'1' cxcrris('d by the .French whik 
in possession of the city. 
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I come now to the morals of the Romans, and Illust, iu the 
jjrst place, ackno wledge that it would ~ presumption in a tra­
yeliel' who passed tllrl'C months only in Rome, to pretend to 
speak upon this sul~ject from his own observation. Uowcvcr 
{i'OIU ill<tuiril' ~, and the statement of impartial and juili60Uh 
strall!,'CI'::i long re:.iticllt in Romf', we collected, that amoll~ 
the higher dass<!s there l~ less room for ccn~ure here thau JX~rhap!l 
in allY othct, Italian city; that (·iCl~bt:j.WIl. which in its mOst 
qualifioo practice is an insult to decency, is lleithcr so cOlumon 
lIor so flagr-clnt; that the morais of tho cardinals, prelau'S, and 
clergy, and even of' the middling cla~s of citi:..:cns, arc P\lff!' 

and unimpeachable; and that the people in general are mild, 
open-hearted in their intercourse, and in their manners extremely 
decorous and even !>tatcly . This latter q lla llty of the Romans 
cannot escape the notice of the most Mlilel fiCHl1 obscrn.'f; 
while the classic traveller Sl'CS, or set:IllS to !>cc, in t.his un. 
affected gravity and dignifictl deportm(,nt sOllie traces of thl' 
majt'Sty of the ancients, ano t'anci(:s thllt he t~an still discover 
in their fitllen descendanh-

Roman08 rerum domiuos gcntemque logalam· • 
.£ncid, fib. I. 

liut how tal' the tide of Homun Mood has run pure and un~ 
mixed during the lapse uf so many centuries, and the course of 
so mallY revolutions, it is difficult to determine. The capital of 

• Tbe Roman chanactf'r, both ancient and modern, mllY be expressed with veal 
ptoeeition by that beautirul alltithesUJ or Lanzi, Vi e u.!' IfRDdc ,ha Ii pie" a oeni 
bello ; ~j e un bello ehe ~i iolleva a ogni grande. 



THROUGH ITALY. 169 

an empire including many nations in its pal!!, must ncccsiiarily 
be crowded with strangers, and' perhaps lJalf peopled hy the 
natives of tIle provinces. Such is the stute of the great nriti-;h 
metropolis at present, and such was that of Ronw anciently; in 
fact. the latter was more likely to attract strangers, or rather 
provincials, than the tonner, as mallY or most of the in­
habitants of the great cities enjoyed tIll' righh of Roman 
citizens, and were e\'cn admitted, as the Gauls were by Julius 
Cresar, into the senate itself'W. Cicero who beheld the evil, if it 
descn'c that unrne, in its origin, complains that even in his lime 
the influx of foreigners had infected the purity of the Latin 
languagct: and if at a period when the honors and uffices of 
the state were confined to the native Romans, the number • 
of stmngcrs was so cOl1sidemble, what mU5t it have been 

• Religiosa patet pcregrinre curia laudi 
Nee put&t externos quo~ dccet e81:1e suO/,. 

Rutil. 

Aipice hane frequentiarn, eui VLx urbis immen~1C tecta 8ulliciunt; Dlaxillila 
pa", iIlius turba: ex munieipii&, ex coloniis ~uis, ex toto denique orbe tl!rrurullJ; 
eonnuxerunt-nullum non hominum genus eoneurrit ill Urbem-Scueca lad 
Helviam. 

Populis, victisquc fremcDtem 
Gentibu~ • 

Nulloquc frcflucntcm. 
Ci ... e 8UO Romam roed mundi fleee «pletam. 

t CilleM De Clarit Orat: up. 7'. 

vOL. If. • 

Lucan, lib. 'f U. 
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under t.he EmperQ~. wilen all di."tiuction was done away. lind 
the privileges of' the cavit.al '~'crc cOUlIu(wicated tv the ","'hole 
cmpil'C? 

.As Hump cOlltinued e"en aftr f the hili of ht'r empire the- me­
tropoiJ~ and (:;lllitul of Christendom, filal ha~ coll3idt'fCt\ hen;,:,lf at 
all tilll ('~ a .. the COIllUlon parent of Christians, and lWCllJi uriy so 
of lIIen of genins and Jcarning. the illflul.: has ut' \'cr ceased to 
pour new iuhabitnut:. and "ith tLrm fr{'sil Ml'ppiics ()f \·iJ.,ror and 
genius into the bosom of the Eterl/al. City. This inrlux in_ 
stoad of being a n.'pro,ach is un honor; it. was the dt.."Stiny of 
Rome from her foundation to he the asy lulll of mankind, 
the Tt"l.'Cptaclc of nations, "poftlls o7lmiwn grll/ilml." But it 
must be retllcmbcwd. that llome, though tuken and plunderod 
by barbarians, has never been possessed, colonized, or repeopled 
by them, and that the chan.ge (if any) which hac; taken place in 
the brct-"<l is the inevitable consequence of wid~xtcnded influ­
ence, whether of power or of opinion, and must have occurred 
eVt'1l if Rome had ret.ained the sceptra of t.he universe. All 
that can be inferred from f,lIch a chang{' is that the Homans of 
tile nineteetltb are not the Romans of Ule first century, as these 
tatrer WN'C not those of t.he era of Homulus. But they inhabit 
the city founded by Romulus, they arc the descendants of the 
masters of the wurld, as much as these were tilt" offspril1g 
of the Sabine race, or of the !lhepherds that accompullied the 
twin brother'l, or of the filgitiycs who flocked to the a!>ylum. 
'l'hey ~peak a language' more rC!oCmhliug that of Cicero and 
Virgil, thall the .,diak·('t of Cicero and Virgil resembled that of 
'ratius or Numa; in !-ohort, they are as much the descendants 
of the Romans as the modern French are tbe desceodants of 
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the Franks under Clovis, or Chnrlemagne, sad as the English 
arc of the Su:\.ons who invaded and conquered Britaill. As 
such, th(' modern Romalls lllay be allowed to exci te interest, 
and perhaps almost rlt.'bCfVe resp<.>cl, especially as their virtuN 
and their genius arc their 01Yr~; tlwir "ices, which are Il('ither 
more numerous nor more sc::t llda lOllS than those or other nations, 
arc owing to their ci rcumstances, and may b(' ascribed to IllIS­

taken policy, all imperfect govcrmlll'nt, fureign infiucnc<", and 
in part perhaps to ':\ narrow ~ystcm of education. 

August the third, at two o'clock in the morning. we set out. 
As we rolled under tlw arch of the Porta del Po polo, and heard 
the gates close behind us; as we passed the Poute ]tfilvio and 
looked down 0 11 tlu.: Tib{'/' flowing dimly beneath, our regrets 
redoubled, ami all the lllagnificc'lIec of Romt', now left behind 
us for ever, presented itself once more to our recollection· . 

• TIK' feelings of an undent provincial in tht: mOlnE'nt of departure frOll1 the 
capital which he had vi~ited witb veneration ami enthusiaqm, arc expre~ 
in language both paSl;ionate IlI)d poetical loy Rutilius. 

Crubra relinquendi~ infigimu~ o~cu lll portis; 
In~iti superant limina llacro podl's . 

Exaudi Hegina tui pucherrima mundi 
J uler l>id{'reos Roma rocepta pulos ! 

Exaudi genitrixquc hominum, genilrixquc deorum, 
Non procul II c&lo Pf!r tua templll BUroUS. 

Te cauimu9, IIl!mperqlw sinent dum fata cane~lUI. 
So~pe~ nemo potest irqrnemor esse lui ••.• 

Auctorem generis Venerem, Martern'lue fatemur 
iEneadum IQQtrem, Romulidumque patrern 

Z 2 
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Mitigat II'matu vietri. dementia. vires, 
Convenit in more:a ~omen utrumq~ tuOll 

Tn quoque legiferis mundum complt!X8 triumphilil 
F!edere comIlluni vivere euncta filei~ 

Te Dell, te celebrat Romanu, ubiquc rt'CC8liUI 

Paelficoque gerit libera colla jugo •.••. 
Quod regnal minus est quam quod regnarc mereri. 

Excedia: facti8 graDdia filta tuill. 
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CHAP. VI. 

ETRUllIA.-THE t''REMERA-'~II-FAL"EnlU~(-MOVNT SORACTE­

FESCENNJUM---M!:V ANIA.--ASISIUM----LA KF. OF TRASIMENU$-. 

ENTRA.NCE INTO THE TUSCAN TERRITOllY---CORTONA--ANCIENT 

ETRUJl.lANS __ ARRETIU!>t_VAL V'ARNO. 

THE weather was serene, the air cool and delicious, the stars 
sparkled with unusua.l brilliancy, and the night appeared ill all 
the freshness and beauty of the climate. 

Aure licvi poMando, e largo ncmho 
Di Bua rugiada prctiosa c pura; 
E ecotcndo del vell'humitio lcmbo 
Ne spargeva i fioretli e 111 veNum; 
E'i l"l'nticelli debattendo l' al i 
LUBingavnno iI sonno dc morlali..· 

GierusaIemme librrata, Canto x IV. 1. 

We had now entered Etruria, and were traversing a country 
celebrated in the early reeords of Rome for many a fu rious 
combat. and many an heroic achievement. On this groulld the 
Rotnalls defended their newly acquired libeJ"ty with all the 
intrepidity which the first taste of ~uch a blessing must inspire. 
Here they triumphed over Tarquin and his Etruriall allies, nlld 
here their leader and consul, Brutus, renled their freedom with 
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Jlis blood. This region was the ti,entrf' of the V (--ientan war, 
and witncss('d all the glorioll,! dL!cds that graced that l()n~ pro­
tracted contest- the "ictoric~. and the disasters of the ge­
nerous ]i'ahll*. 

All this territory, the object of so much contest and blood­
sbed, i::. now a desert. Even the capital itsclt~ which stood 
so long the rival and terror of Rome, and would have been 
prdcrrcd to It; if the authority of Camillus, und an omen, 
that is, a lucky coincidence of u military order WiUl the 
subjcd debate of the M'natc, had not prcvl:!iled o,'er the re­
presentations of th(' tribunes, even Veli itself 'las perished, 
nor left a v~ligc to mark its situation. Hence eren an­
tiquaries diRer as to the fcal spot. Some place it at Civita 
Caglcluma, and others, with more probability. at Scrof(11t(J~ 

on a rocky bill eall('d Mrmle M!t8too, about six miles on t"~ 

right from the road between La S[fJrt(J. and BOCCOfIO, and of 
course about twel\'C from Romet. The distance and natural 
stft'ngth of thi!> site eorrc. .. pond with the des;ription of Vcii, 
and some .,hapci('ss masses of rubbish arc pointed out as the 
remain!> of a city once superior eYcn to Rome in magnificence, 
and capable. like 1'1'0" of resisting for ten years the efforts of an 
army of fifty thou<>aud meD. Bul how vain it is to uplorc the 
situation of a place. ,,",hich has been a solitude for more than two 
thousand year!'l. 

- ----- ------ ---------
• The CrClfIllrIJ, on the baRU of riicb 1he)' fen, intCfMlete 1M pia.. fill tbe 

right. 

t Otben again place Ytii in a little idand about a mile aud au ha1fto the riJht 
of LD Stoms. 
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Nunc intra muroB putorie blluilla IKlli 
Calltat--ct in veiitri~ ouibu.; arl'", U1ctent. 

Properliuf lV. 11. 
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The fioeks had fed ill the streets, and the: share llRd furrowed 
tbt:! !oo<'pulchrcs (If the fallen I'cit' IIf('~; a melancholy ohs('n"ltion, 
applicable not to ~ c;i <1100(', but to all the t'arl), rivals of ROlne, 
l?i(iL'1ue, Ctl'11hlfl, COl'ioli, Ard('u, Alba. 1\ot the !>ite unly but 
almost the 1Ill'llIory of Vl:ii was oblitcratn! ill the ti'llc of 
j "lorus,-NulIc fleios fltis~c 'luis uleJJtiJlit!' qlld' rl'liqllid'? ~t/((Hfl'e 

'Vestigium t· 

At leqgth the morning dawned, and Aurora, such .1'1 Gltidn 
contemplated, and vainly cndeavoun'<i to reprl'fICtlt ill eartbly 
colors, shed over thc S(/villc mountains a rich glow gradually 
softening as more distant into purp!(', lined with gold a few 
fleecy douds that strewed her path~. anel at If'ngth poured a 
stream of the brightest saffron O\'er all the eastern sky. The 
tints that gild the clouds, cn:1l in our northern climate, are as 
rich and llS varied as "can be ililugineu, but the dl.,,(·p purple 
distances of the horizon, and the glowing:) c!low of the firma .. 
mcnt in Italy, fur surpass ours in hue aull splendor, 11l1d pro.­
ducc that niry pcrspC'cti\'(" that lucid Ittmo!.plU'rc called in 
painting an Itolioft sky. In the cont<-mplation of this bl'3.utifUl 
and ever varying pht'llomc[1on, we drove ... ill wc reached the 
6rst post, L.l Storla, and then ('njoyt-u the glories of the rising 
sun, till concealing himsf'lf in a golden fringed c1ou(), liS in a 
chariot. he darted his rays from behind it, and sct the whole 
firmament in a blaze. 

• Lib. J. Ji. 


