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At the foot of the little eminence of Bac~allo, (the second 
stage.) which still retains its ancient name, we ('rossed the Crtmera. 
fatal stream! and walking on while tht'y were changing horses, 
ascended the hill, took a last view of Rome then glittering 
with the rays of the sun that played upon its palaces, loweN 
and domes, and displayed its whole extent in all its mag
nificence·, 

Qui!!<Jue 
H~8it et extremal tunc fQf1Iitan Urbi. amate 
PinlD tlbit visu. . . . . 

We. I. 509. 

From Mcmte Rosi the country began to impron" and appear. 
anccs ' of cultiot"ation increased as we advanced. A few mi:es 
north-west of .Mollit Rosi, on a hill, stands Sutri (Sutrium,) an 
ancient town and Roman colony. 

At Civita Castellana we had time to examme the site and 
ancient walls whiuh, tho1lgh curium" we had been obliged on 
our first visit to pass unnoticed, on account of our late arrival 
.and early departurl". 'l'hi<; town is supposed hy many to be 
the ancient FesCCllniu11l: it stand.'! all an in!>uiat('d rock, sur
rounded on alJ sid{'~ with a precipice nearly perpendicular, 
forming a deep del/. at the bottom of which through a stony 
channel, rolls a clear and constant !>tream. The walls bQth 
of the town and citadel rise on the edge of the precipi~e, 
are formed i.'l general of large blocks of stont', <.lnd probably 

--------------------------
• This vie. of Rome at a \'e", cady hour i~ one oftbe finest that can ~ taken, 

lUI it ehows oft'to tbe best advantage those long linea of buildillgR. and vaat ma4 
.ieWe maue9, which constitute one oCtbe principal features of thie capit.t. 
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are the remaini of the ancient rampart. The strength and posi
tion of C,vita CQJielkuUl ha\'C induced, as I have before observed. 
many antiquaries to conjl.'CLurc that it occupies the site of the 
ancient Vent and the inhabitants have very readily adopted 
an opinion so honorable to thcir city. But the mOre general 
persuasion that Veii was much nearer Rome is founded upon ar
guments so very !iolid and satisfactory. that to doubt on the IUb

ject scellls difficult. 

About two miles and a half to the west of Civita CaMcllana, 
on a hill stands n little town, now called Sia. Maria dei F~lari. 
lupposed by some to be the ancient Falerii, capital of the FaJiaci; 
a name that always revives the recollection of a!,! anecdote highly 
honorable to the feelings of Camillus, and to the generous charac
ter of the Romans·. 

We were now in the midst of regions once inhabited by 
warlike tribes, well known in the early periods of Roman his. 
tory, and not unfrequently recorded by the poets. 

Hi Fescenoinas ode, ~u()sl]u(t Faliacor;, 
Hi SOnIeti, habent arees, Flavinioque arV8 

Et Cimini cum monte laeum, lu,\osquc CapenOll. 
Jfil'g. En. \ ' 11. 695. 

We were in the very capital itscl£, Fescennium. about 
fix or seven miles from &ract~ . as many from the moun
tains and ~ke of Cimtnus, and close to Faleriumt. Some days 

• !.iv. v. 21. 

t Per.,. ira ii, AI Ciuveriull 8UPpoeM, that CivittJ QukI/antJ oc:cupie. tbe .ite 
oCtllat citr, aDd tMt Fe«emUtlm a1 nearer the ~. 

YOLo U. AA 
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migbt have been passed here with pleasure. and perhaps with 
impmvemeut; we might have a~cnded Sorude, and endeavored 
to diKover the remains of the temple of Apollo-" Suwcti CflSt(}S 

"&motu.;" we might have el:plored the Cimi11ian forest, which 
the Romans once beheld with awe and even terror, all impenc4 
trablc to buman stepst; ranged along the borders of its Jake, 
which is Silid to have swallowed up a cilY; and in fine, vi~ited 

the shattered walls of old Fuiel'ium, and wandered over its now 
deserted bill. But these ex("ursions we must leave to future 
wveUen who may have more leisure, and as the season ad
"uws we must hasten OD. Just out of the gate of Cioita CIIS. 

ttl~ is an aqueduct. still kPpt up in good repair. 

After baving crouad a high hill covered with \food we en
tered BQrg hetlo, an insignificant village ; the only object that 
attracts the eye is an old castle, standing in picturl,~qllc ruin 
on the summit of the neighbouring eminence. We crossed the 
~ over a fine bridge, the Parde Ftliot. erecred by Si)(tus 
Quintus, and shortly after began ro :asoeod the ridge of cuI. 
tivated hillo; that border the vale intersected b'y that river. 
As we advanced, the biJIs increased in llcight, till passing o\'er 
the deep but dry channel of a wintry torrent, we turned and 
proceeded under the shade of the mountain and its forests, then 
peculiarly grateful. ]'hc scenery round NllNti the readt:r is a('· 
quainted with: its beauties were not altered by the SC'oPChiag 
JIeats of tbe sPawn. Descending the hill, ~ Ollce more visited 
the Ponte D'Allgusto. and traversing the delicious vale of the 
Nar. entered Tfrni about six in the evening . 

• £aeid Xl. t Ln. lib. n .. cap. .. 
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Nut morning early we made llilother and 6na\ vitit .. 
the cascade; we took the lower path. and proccedtd along 
the Nar under the ,hade of grove!! rising Oft its banks, and 
wood. hnnging from the shelving side. of the mountains. Tho 
mas! of water wa'J con~iderabJJ diminished, and of coune the 
grandeur of the fall solllcw}mt impaired ; however a8 the Veli,w 
is fed by two lakes it retains a sufficient quantity of water to 
form at all times a most noble and interesting object. particu
larly wh{'n combined with the surrounding scenery. I must here 
obsent', that jf the traveller should not have ]('isure to visit the 
Caduta delle 1I[ armore twice he would do well to prefer lhi view 
from above to that from below, as in the latter the fir5t grand 
fall is not a little concealed by the cloud of spray. and the bit 
playing o\'er it, so much indeed that little more than one.third 
of its t'levatioll is perceptible. 

Leaving this singular and magnificent scene with regret, we 
continued our route, and entering the defitC'S of the mountains, 
began at the second post to ascend Monte Somma. We changed 
horses at Spalcto; we then rolled over the plain below, the deti
cious Fune Spoleta1la, fcasted our eyes with the windings of the 
Clitum1ills as we drove along. looked down upon his sources, 
visited once more bis temp'e, again admired the picturesque 
position of Trel.:i, anciently Trehia, and illC Monte Petirn> on our 
right, and entered Foligllo. From this town the country be
came new to our eyes, and to its continued beauty superadded 
the charms of novelty. 

On the left of the road from Foligllo, at the distance of about 
six miles, the lowers of Mevallia (now with a slight alteration 

A,2 
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Bf;'l!apa) latis l}rojecta in campi1\.- arise visible above the woods. 
The river on wiJich it stands still nearly rdains its ancient name 
Timiat. and with the ClitlfnmUJ contributes to water and fmi. 
fize the vale m"er which JUeva7lia seems to pn:sidc. Propcrtiu5 
was horn in this tOWII and indulges the "anity of a poet in de· 
scribing the lustre which it dcriycs from that circumstance. 

ficand~nle, si quis cernit de vallibu~ IIrce~ 
In~nio muros Il'lltimct ille meo. Lib. IV. Elfg. r. 

On the right on the side of a hill stands the Jittlt, town of 
Ispez! (Hispellum), a Roman colony, whose sons, if a poet may 
be believed. once ranked among" celcberrima lIomilla bel/ot." A 
little further, at the fOOl of the same hill arc the ruins of an am· 
phi theatre, shapdess, and uninteresting. 

Asisium, DOW Assisi, on the side of a hill on the right, makes a 
fine appearance, and preserves it on a nearer approach. It g'd.ve 
birth to St. }~rancis, the. foundeT of the Franciscan ordeT, is the 
metropolis of this ordt'r, and owes to it its size, its splendor, and 
its fame. The Sagra Convento, where the body of the saint is 
said to repose, presents an immense front, and is considered 
as a very extensive and superb edifice. At the foot of the bill 

• Sijiu. Ilalicus, lib. VI. 

t Cluveriu9 mistall.es when he calls this rinr the Topino, a Itn.>am 'ft'hich~ 

flo"inS from Poligno, joins the Timia at a tOll'll: called Connara, about I~ IDil.ct 
north 0( JUmmio. 

~ Silill8 ltalitus, lib. 111. 
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on the road there is a village or lather little town, called Ma. 
dOllna dtgli AngCQli, from a rustic chapel dedicated to the 
Blessed Virgin and angels, in which St. Francis was accustomed 
to offer up his devotions, and is supposed to have received the 
first call to perfectioll . This oratory became aficrwards an ob
ject of great veneration, and !>till conti nul'S to be resorted to by 
pilgrims, eSjJCcially on th~ seconu of August, when multitudes 
flock to it from all the neighbouring provinces. III order tn !:Ia· 
tisCr the devotion of so great a concourse of people. a vcry 
spacious and noble church has been erected, in such a manner 
as to cover the original oratory, which stands in it!> ceutre ~ 
under its dome. 

'Ve passed on the second day afkr this festival, nnd were in. 
formed l>y olle of the tathers. that more than ten thousand per
son!! had attended service Oil that oay, and that owing to the heat 
of the weather and the blind clIthusi,lsm of the crowd pressing 
~rward to touch thc altai, nr) less than ten persons were suf
focated, pn."Sscd or trampled to death. A practice which not 
only draws so many Jaboring p~rsons froUl tht:ir hornt'S and 
occupations, but otca!,jons such tragical accidents, heroln!!S a. 
miscruevou$ superstition, and ought to be suppressed by pubJic 
authority. This chllfcb. or rather the chapel, enclosed within its 
precincte, is also called til(' Portillllc!lla, because it was the first 
portion or property allllc:xcd to the order. I regretted much that 
our ammgements did not permit us to visit Asisium, not only 
on Bcco ... unt of the convents which are . said to rontain several 
valuable paintings, but particularly on account of the portico of 
Santa Mana di MifUMla, composed of six Corinthian pillars of 
the fi~ -,roportioD, which supportt:d thc front of the ancient 
temple of Minerva. 
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consider bim as a great and wonderful personage. St. Frauci. 
was born about the year ele,:cn hundood and eighty, and died 

. about twelve hundred and twenty-five, having witol,'SSCd the 
rapid propagation of his order, which contained previous to hi~ 
death more than fifty thousand persons. 

I know full well that to ascribe virtue and talents to a saint or a 
friar, may be considl.."Tt"d by some of my readers as an attempt to 
impose upon their credulity, and that an Italian Religioru. and a 
Mahomethn denTist' are, as to personal mcrit and qualifications, 
placed by many nearly upon a level. Y,·t we may venture to 
a:sure such readers that both ~,jrtue and talents in a v~y trans
cendent degree have been found lodged under a cowl and a 
hood; 1iOW they came there they may with I -orick fVcmder, but 
as they are certainly found there we may be allowed to treat 
them with the love and rcverence which they deserve. Gray 
imagined- that St. Druno, the founder of the Carthusian order, • must have been a man of genius; we may extend the compH; 
ment to his mastt'r St. Benedict, to St. Bernard, St. Fmncis, and 
many of their dilSCiples. men who in ages of ignorance endea. 
v.red to light up the beacons of science, and in ages of vice 
struggled by word and example to repress the debauchery, the 
cruelty, and the boundless licentiousness of the times. 

ltree ilitul' qui cUllcla .ubegel'it, ex anillloque 
Expulel'it dieti., non annil; nonne dneebit, 
Hune hominem numero divum digoarier_~ 

Lut. v. 50. 

The same plain still continues with all its fertility and beauty 
beyond A,isium. A little to the north of Btutia it is intersected 
by a stream called the CILia8cio, anciently Clan,", and further on 
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by the Tiber itself, still It Vf'r'y noble river. W(' passed it, 
a little after sun-set, ahd began to ascend the mountains of' Pc. 
rugia. where we ,arrived about tell o'clock. I oreel not inform 
the reader that on crossing the Tiber we re-cnlcred Etl'lIria. 

Perllgia. anciently .Perllsia, is one of the most ancient 
and most distinguished cities of Et/'uria: the era of its found. 
ation long preceded that of Rome, and like the origin of Clu
.~ill1n CorloJ/u, &c. is almost lost in distance of tiulf. In con
junction with all the other Etrurian state:;; iliong resisted the 
Rmnags, and when su~icctcd, or rather reconciled to thclll. it 
became "a faithful and a courageous ally; it defied the power of 
Hannibal, and flourished in peace and opulence till the reign of 
Augustus. wh('11 unfortullatdy it engaged in tllc rcbdJivn of 
Lucius Antonius. uncle of thc Triumvir. and under his command 
!'Ihut its gatcs against Augustus who took it, and as it i~ reported, • wished to spare it; bllt olle of its principal citiY-cns setting fire to 
his own house, which he intended as a fuueral pile for himself 
and his family, the flames communjr,atcd to the neighbouring 
building-;, and spreading rapidly around. rcdllccd the city to 
ashes. Pcrugia howevcr rose immediately from its wins; and 
(Ill its restoration, by a strange incon~istcncy, chose fi:)}" its I,n
tron Vulcan, a divinity to whom it scems tn ha\"c h;ul ~ery 
few obligatiun.;. as the !:,>'Od had spared his own tcmple only in 
the gCllernl c{lufiagration. In the Gothic war it displayed much 
Sllirit, and stood a siege uf seven years against t hesl' barbarians. 
It after-wards with the whole Homan state submitted to the Pope', 
and with some inten'ulsof turhulent independence has remained 
ever since attached to the Roman Sec. 

Pertfgia is now a large, clean, well·built, and well-inhubited 
VOL. II. n B 



188 1lI.A!SSlCAL TOUR 

city. Seated on the Burowit of a DlOuuttl!in, it commands from 
its ramparts, and particularly fl~om its citadd, au Cl:: tcll5..iVC view 
over a vast range of country, lcrtlic. \aried with hill and dale. 
and enlin;'neJ with villages and towns. In" this rich land
scape the p la in which we held traversed made a vcry conspieuous 
figure. watered by the Clitumnws, und bounded by the Apen
nines. There urc many churcht:s, cOuvents, and palac(.·" in tlus 
city., Ulost of which were adorned with thc paintings of l~ietrQ 
Perllgilw, ,the master of R(ljfaeiw; of these the :Frcnch carried 
oft' a cOIl~iderable number, and defac~d others, particularly' 
such as were painted on waUs and could not be removed. 
The cathcdr.tl is in hsclf a very, indifferent edifice, and fts dc
funnilY is incrcast'd by the bad t:l.!.tc that sccms to have pn~~ 
vailcd in its repair and dccorutions. Several other cllUrchL's 
merit attention, particularly that of S. Pietro, bdoDging to a 
lknedictine abbey; it is supported by eighteen pillars of fine 
marble. una adornt:d with an alblr of tije same materials "cry 
rich and we/J disposed. Pemgia hHS an university &upplicd 
with able profc,>;.ors, and s("\'cml <u,:adcmies, all of which can 
boast of illustrious nmllCS, and it ih upon·t.he whoit' un intcrc~ljng 
city, capable of en1crtaiuing the curious anu inquisitive trun,lIer 
Jor ~cveral days. 

The roc.~1 from hence is over a hilly country, planted pnn
cipally with oli,'<: tr('('s, and of course not very shady. 1)e!,cl:lld. 
jug the high hill of lilagiollfl we first discovered, gk~lIning 

through a ,,"ood of oaks, the lake Trasimeuus. and at the vil
lage of Tarried" at tile- foot of thc hill we found ourselves 011 its 
bank~. This lake is a very Doble expanse of water, about ten 
milt'S in length and about seven in breadth. Three little islands 
ri!iC in it, the largest and the least about a mile from the northern 
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shore. the other near the southern extremity. The name of 
this island is PQi1ttile. The two oth(,r6 are denominated frmn 
their size Minor, and ]I,{a~gif)rl'; the latter is adorned with a 
church. Thl' banks of the lake ascmd gradUllUy, but in sOllie 
places rapidly, from it .. margin: and as they arc clad with wood 
tlnd spcckk ... , with villagec; form anoutlinc both bold and iivf'iy·, 
But if in c). tcnt and beauty the Inkl: Tra.~imCflWI yield to 
many, in celebrity it is inferior to none; the fall of fifteen thou .. 
sand Romans and the death of tl cOlIstil ennoble its name, aDd 
ea",t an awful sO)f'mnity over itn scenery . 

• 
}"'rom Torrictlli th{' road winds along the margin of the lake t" 

a village <A1.lIed Pas,ignaJ/o, which occupies u ,'ery narrow defile, 
c10sPd on one side by the lake, on the other by a rocky !lTCd" 
pice. H(·yond thi!l defil~ the Toad crOSs(}<I a plain, bounded hy 
the lake on the left, and on the right by a eemicircular ridg~ 
uf hill .. and mountains. This ridget which faUs f>ack in the 
centre, advances agnin on tht.: sides. and doses on thc lake 
at Pas:;igmnw in a precipice; and ut &rghetto in a lofty sew 
divity, The plain thwl enclosed is about six miles in length, 
that is, from the former to tl* lattcr of these places, and ftoout 
'our in breadth from the lake to the mountains. Hanl"tiw 
001 coukl not have di!'l(:O'fl"r('d or even ha ,re desin'd a situatirm 
MOre fa"mrable to sl!·at~m and ambush. In the Centre of 

------------~--.~----------

Suc.h also wos its ancient appcllrnnce. 

Namque ego sum (the god of the lake spe'.J.ks) eel~ i ~ (IU('1n cinetulu 
montibl1fl ambit 

Tmolo m4aa manus, stagnii Tbra~Jmenull opucis. 
Sil. / (al. liD, fr. 

B Jl 2 
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this plain he encampt..--d at the head nf his African and Spanish 
troops; the Balearcs and light arm('d foret'S he pla~ed ill the 
recesses of the moulltains all arounu, while Jlis ca\,.Ilry were 
commissioned to occupy tht~ defile on the rear of the nomans. 
as soon as they had passed through it. The consul entered 
by Bor{{/,etto with his characteristic rashness and impetuo
sity, and hastened to attack the army which he beheld in 
front; when a suddcll shout bursting around informed him that 
he was "be;ct on all sides; a thick mist risin!!; from the lake 
darkened the air; noise, confusion, di~may, ,kfcat, anrl.,;laughtcr 
followed. 'I'ftc r<'turn of sunshine shewed the grouml s\rcwed 
with the bodies of the Romans. and the lake crimsoned with 
their blood -. A streamlet, which m~arly intersccts the plain ;11 
the middle, still rehlins the name of Songllilll:to or Fos:>a del 
Sangue. is supposed to water the ~ot wllcrc the consul tell, 
and is said by the peasants to ha~t~ rolk"<l a torrent of blood 
to the Trmimcnlls, and impurpled its waters to a consider
able distance. This rill is the most popular and perhaps the 
most pennanent memorial of this disastrous battle; it is known 
and pointed out by every peasant and driver, and contem
plated by all with some degree of horror. '1'0 throw a certain 
gloom and melancholy over the scenes of human destruction 
is natural to the mind, and usual in all countries. It is re.. 
porwd, that after sunset a !;ouud like the clashing of shields 
and the unst·t of distant armies is heard on the plain of Mara_ 
Oum: at NCfruindent a countryman assured me that strange 

• Liviut XXtl. 4, ~, 6-for a poetical description II(le Sil.lib. \'. 

t Near ~, ",here the French under Dumourier were defeated by tile 
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Doises were often heard on the plains at night; and n('ar Tn.-1res
bury, a dose wllerc the gr('at~t llUlIllh.". of the Lallcu.~trirllls 

werc massacred, i. still called the Uoody jicld, and supposed 
by the people to be haunted by spectres. 

Ingcl'lluill~e putl'S cam~, terramque nocent~U1 
Jn~pira'iSe a[lima~, infectulllque aera totum 
l'tlianibu5, et Nuperam Stygia fOfmidine nocil'm. 

LIfCf/n nl. 7G9. 

The Sanguine/o, ",hen W(~ passed it, W:1S the dry bed of a tor
rent, lined with "jilt'S above the road; and below it, towtlrd thl" 
lake, shaded with poplars. 

About two miles farthCl'" we turned from the lak!', and 
began to ascend the bold wooded hill of Gualam/ro. Frum its 
summit we <.'njoyed a beautiful and cxten~iYc view, behind, of 
the lake, its islands, amI it" wooded borliers j and before, of 
the plai.n of Arez::o, the Valle (Ie Chiollo, and the hills of 
Viterbo, with the truncatrd cone of ltlulIlc PIIlciallQ. This 
wide and varied "iew was lighted by the richest and softest 
tints of an Italian summer's evcning. D<'Sct'nding the declivity 
wc pasSE'd through the village of Ossaia, said, like the Fossa de! 
Sa1igui1le, to take its name from the slaughter of the battlc, and 
the bones dug np by the p('at:.untry in the nf:'ighbouring fields. 
An inscription over the door of a house announces the origin 

AulrtriaDt, eoawaauded hI the Prince of Saxe Cobourg, in the mouth of March) 
17P', 
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of the name in the following · liues. not ,'(.'ry dn::sicul hut. inLt'i
ligihlc enough. 

Nomen habet locus hie OS!laia, nbo~~ibu 8 jlli ~ 

Qure dolus Anuibulis fudit ct ha~tll 5imul. 

On entering the Tuscan tl'rritory we were stojJJXxl Ii)t' II mi
nute by an officer of the customs, the most polik m}( i flIO~! dis
intere!ltcd (If the profession, and tnen procL'C'licd r:lpidly to 
Camo.~ci(J. It was now dusk, anti we ('ouM harely di.!>tiu.!!ui .. ll tit 
a lillie distance on nur right the city of Cur/uIIIl, "M//JtTbi 
Tarcho)jfi.~ d011/w!' rising in a maj{'stic situation on till' ~i{k of 
a mountaiu. This city, suppo~('d to be the most ancie!!t in 
Italy. aad once the capital of Etrll!'ill, still rdain <; its origio<ll 
name unaltered, ano. preserves SOUlt.: remnant of its \\illb, till: 

emly \'cstigc of its early magnrtccnc('. It pO."Sl's~CS mall)' 

\'uluable paintings, a museum, ulld a public lihrary, autl glories 
in an academy of great and (kservcd reputation, till' grand 
object ofwhicb is to discover and elucidate Etruriall antiquities, 
and i~ success has in this n:~pcct kept pace wilh th(' talents 
and zeal of its membl·rs. '1'0 visit thi~ 1l111;.('UnJ and discourse 
with some of the Je<ll"llcd memhers of the Tuscan a("luJcmJ 

• was a desirable ohject: we were now in the centre of ];fmna, 

under the walls of its capital, and within a few miles of CIII~imn. 
(now Chil.l~Q) the scat of one of its most powerful monutl.."hs. We 
had thu" an opporl1mity of making some rCM!archt"s into the 
history of the wonderful people who gave th('ir nume to this ter_ 
ritory and the neighbouring sea; who equalled the E gy ptians i .. 
Ole ~olidity. and surpassed them in the beauty, of thf'i r edifices; 
who excelled in thc arts, and rioted in thc J~uri('S of life, while 
the Greeks -were stiU barbarians, and ~ollie had yet no D.II.I:.e"; awl 
whose antiquity i. such that their origiu is lost in the obscurit,. 
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of' ago. and was even ill the tinw of Ht'rorlotus, as it now still 
remains,. a sn ",Jf'ct of di"put.e and (,OI~jccturl'. SOUl l' S ~!Pp0ge 
tbem to ha""c bef'U A/J()M!(jJlt'$, an appellation givcn 10 the inha
bitants found in a 'country by it!l first ft 'Cordcd invaders"'; othcf9 
from a distunl cOlltofmit)' ;n Ct' ftain customs, tancy that they 
were of Egyptian ongin; many represcllt them as a colony of 
Lydiawt. or perha[lf! Mocunians, conl{X'lled by the pres<:Iure of 
£amine to kay!: tlwir nahvc "oil .md .,eck lor maintl'nanct!' in a 
mote 1elli~ regilln; a 5t).l1 g~eatt'r number imagine that they 
wo.·,~ Pda~gi t. a w(·11 known tribe of CH'l'ks, who, when driven 
by the Hellcm.'S ti'OUl 1'ju.¥SlIliu, first took shelter in Lydia, and 
afterwards in It:d,v. In fin(', 3 tew later writers hal'(' thought 
that they had discovered in the manner<!, Jall!!IIUO'e, and monu-. ~ n 

I1"ll'rIfS of the Etrurians and Cnnall't'ans ~uch an afiillity, as au
thoctiwd them to conrludt· th~t the t<mner Wefe" ("olony of the 
Jattn, .uHl of CQnf!;.C dth('r Pha'lIiciau'I or Philislim.:s. This 
()pinion, supported by A/f!ll'; mui Tlfa=::.()rhi, and jil1l0\T"l'd hy 
many other italian <lUthors, i'i comhuted by some French critics 
of con:.idcrabh· learning: and merit. 

We ha;ve neith('r time nor inclination to enter into fl cliseus
sinn in vvilich ll"arning lUi ,:! already exhausted its stores, aad cri
tici!flu tc)iled its OVVb ingenuity.; it will abundantly satisfy ra
tional curirn;ity to know, that the Etrurian" participated the 
qUltlities of all the diffi.rent nations to which they ha\'c been 
wppo.\ed to owe their origin. Brave as the Pelasgi, they ex
tended their conqucsts over almost all Italy, and filled its fiuc<; t 
fmTiaces,. from the borders of Cm1fpcmiu. to the RhlCtiuJI Alps 

DionysiuR Halic. + Herodotus. ~ See Cluv. Ital. Ant. lib. u. 
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with their cities and POpuldtioll. I.ike the Greeks, enthusiasti
caUy attached to the arts, tht,y ~u1ti\'ated sr,ulpture, painting, and 
architectuI't., with pa"'!,.jon, and have left hehind them numberless 
monuments to attest their SIlCcesS. Enterprising as the Phceni
('ians, they delighted and c:\.Celled in na"ig-dtion, coloni:.::ed the 
Mediterranean islands, and attempted to c): plvre the secrets of 
the ocean. So far their resemblance to their suppoM'd ' an
cestors is honorable, and to tlus they owed their acbit'vcments. 
their renown, and their prosperity. But unfortunately the simi
larity cxtend<; still further, and gives us the most deformed anti 
disgusting features of the Canane-an character; Tendered if pos
sible still more hideous by time and by refinement-. The opera
tion of thebe "ices gradually produced effeminacy and weakness 
both of'tlllnd and body. and at length deprived the Etruriam 
of the glory of tht'ir achievements and the advantagl.'S of their 
many mterpri~. Their more manly and morc intrepid neigh. 
bour~ attacked them with success, and stripped them in process 
of timp of their most vuluable provinccst. 

They were ohliged to yidd un th(' fertile plains that border 
the 1',), and clI.tcnd from the Alps to the Ap(,llnines, to the valor 
of the .Gauls, who settled in tilat delightful ('ountry and gave it 
the name of Gallia, to which was aft.erwards added the rli~tillc
tive appdlation of Ciliulpillu. The Samnitcs expelled them from 
tIl(' ..,t lll more d. liciolls and more desirable region of C(lmpanifl; 

the LJIlIIJri retook scH'rai of their ancient possessions; <'0 that at 
the ',ppt'arallce of the Uomans on the theatre at' I taly . the Etnlw 
rian~ were confined to the territory that still bears their name~ 

• AtheMU8. t Strabo. 
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and extends from the Tiber northward to the ApC'nnine5? 
and westward to the sea. But although humbled in JlO\\ er 
an'd reduced in territory, tbis singular people still rctamro 
their superiority in the art<;, and in thc cmbcliishmcllll. of 
ci"ilizcd life; a~d whiic obliged to bend to the towering genius
of Rpme. they can boast of havi.ng communicated to her the 
skill that. erected her temples*, the ccrcmonic .. that graced her 
religion, the robes that invested her magistrate<., the POIllI) that. 
accompanied her triumphs, and even the music that animated 
hcrlcgionst. They retained this superiority long after, perhaps 
they may be said never to have lost it entirely; and notwith. 
standing the succession of so many ages and revo!utiOt.'i. their 
descendants arc supposed still to possess a peculiar aptitude for 
the arts, and a !>ingular discernment in the sciences. 

Of this extraordinary people we ha"e indeed few architec. 
tureal monuments; but in vases, tombs, and altars, we posses~ 
abundant proofs of their ingenuity. and without doubt migbt 
discover many more by making excavations in, or ncar the 
site of some of their ancient oities. liut however well inclined 
to indulge in such amusing researches, time and circumstances 
dragged us irresistibly along, and obliged us to forego the satis.
faction of visiting the venerable walls of Cortolla. We there-

• 14v. 1. I . 55. 

t Bil!genos bEe prima dedit praeeedere fasces, 
Et junxit totidem tacito terrore 8eeures : 
He: al.eboris decoravit hOllof(! curule ~, 

,£t princeps Tyrio vClltem pretexuit 06tro. 
Hlee eadem pugnu attendere protubt n:re. 

\'o:{-. 11. cc 
Sil. {ib. VIII. 4s", 

• 
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be proceeded on our joomfY, alJd as it Was dark when we let 

'OUt from CQlftOIcili eDtered ..dUZlO rather late. 

ARRETIUM. 

AfTehum is ol}e of the ancient Etrurian eiue!, though, 'With 
the exception of the supposed. substructions of 1\11 amphitheatre, 
itean boast of no vestige of its tormer celebrity. It was neaTly 
unpeopled by Sylla, and almost destroyed by the Lombards; 
it was afterwards agitated by faction, and cOm'ul'5Cd by per
petual wars and revolutions during the middle ages. It has, 
however, 8un'ivcd these tempests, and still \"emains a consi
derable city. It is ill gencroilloclt built, and hll5 some though 
few remarkable edifice&, among which are the public palace on 
the great square, and the cathedral. The latter is a Gothic 
edifice. ancient and nol conl.t:'mptible; it contains some beauti
fully colored wiadows. 'J.'lle former displays 8. vast and very 
aoble front. 

l'etNl1'c/to Will'! born in tbit city, Rlt4lOogh, as that cil"C' utnstanC'e 
was accidental, and as ms tamity wHsFlorentine and his !It.1Y short, 
lie could Dot-consider it as his ooontry. 'fhcheme in which that 
event ' took piace does not correspond, ( wi-li not say with the 
fame, but with the parentage of the poet. It seems to have 
been originally little better than a cottage. and is now hy llrQ,e 

and neglect almost reducoo to an hovel. But though A ,.e:zo 
can licun.::lly mnk Petrarcha umong her sons, she can boast of 
many an illu~ trious namf', and display a long list of worthies 
(hstiuguil:ihcd ill arts and in Ufll'r.l. Among these] shaH on ly" 
melltion om:, because though his merit was great, yet his pro.. 
fe,siun wa~ llUmble and his name obscure. Guido l'Arettl1o. a 
monk of the eleventh. ceoturY1 invented the scale of notes now 
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in ute, 80d thus gan to music, as writing d~ to language, a 
form and. body, which may preserve. and convey its acccllli 
.do;'n to the latest posterity. 

While at Anzzo, the tntvtlUer may indulge himself in a 
pleaSjUlt and truly classical cxcurtion to explore the site of 
the younger Pliny's Tuscan villa. &0 ruinutely and so beau~ 
tifu11y described in one of hi!; epi.stles". It stood near 
Tifern1ml. now Cilta di Castillo, and is supPoBcd by CliP 
veriua to have grown into a large town called Borgo di & .. 
&polcro. This may have heen ih situation; yet I should be 
inclined from Pliny's expressions, " Oppidwn est pNuliis noUris 
ticill1UH 1fOmille Tifernumt," to plact' it nearer tbis latter town. 
But to form any opinion as to the real spot is impossible. withooJt 
visiting the country itself, and comparing il'i localities with the 
description of Pliny. 

Descending the hill of Arcz'lo next morning to the Etrurian 
pJainsl so famed at all times fur their fertility. and sliOJltJy 
after passing the Chiana or Clanfll which intbrsrots til('m, we 
entered the V," d'A.,..o, the Italian Arcadia. and hail6d the 
Tuscan muse and th~ genius of Milton. This valt"" almOlilt a8 

celebrated in modern as the ,'ale of Tempe was In tulcicnt 

• " " " " 
• Liv .... Ep.6. 

t Lib. IV. Epm. l. 

t. ReJio ent in pt'imis halia'" fertili s, I-:tl'UlICi campi, qui Fle!!ulu inter Arre· 
t1llmque jaceRt, frumenti et pceoru, et olDDium wpiA rerum opulenli.-71i. Lw. 
~:U.J1. S. . 

cci 
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dayli, is formed by two ruDbFP-S of hil!!; sl retching along opposite 
to each other, at the di~tancc of' four or eIght milt'lS. In ~hc 
pla:n betwecn glides the ArllO, diffusing fertility and v('rdure 
over hi~ bank!>; industry t ':\ tends the bcllefi~ of the !>tream 
even to the hill., covers tll(::ir sides with harvests, and crowns 
their summits with orchards. Handsom(' villages ,grd.CC the 
road, and neat clean looking cottages rise without numlJcr in 
th~ fields, oftt'lltim~ imbosomed in gardens and overshadowed 
with pendant vines. The hills on both sides arc adorned with 
sC\"Cl'allittlc tOWUh. soml!tit))('S boldly ri~ing on their hides, and 
at other lillie::. hnlf concealed in theil' woods and reCL~::'('S. Be-. 
yond the hills on the right ri~ the Apcnniru..."S, lofty. rng~cd. 
and naked. excepting Olle summit, which is tuft<...o with the 
forest that overhangs ValJQ7TlbrQsa . 

• 

This scenery, which commences at th!' passage of the Chianti. 
or rather a few miles to the north of that river, continlles with 
some variations to Florence, and forms the Val d'A"'IIQ Supe
riore. It is in its greatest beauty where narrowest, that is, from 
Levane \.0 Incisu.. At this latter place the vale expands 
into Jl plain, and the road diverges from the river. The 
weather was intensely hot. the roads H:-ry dusly, and conse. 
qucntly the delight which a seem' so beautiful in itself, and 
50 celebrated by fame is well calculated to inspire, Wa& c~n

sldcrablyabated. We entered Florence about sunset. 
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ellAl'. VII. 

HISTOILY OF .FW)U'!NC}~-·ITS EDIFIC'ES-CATHEORAL-TOMDS

MAUSOLEUM 0'" TilE lfEDICEAN "'AMJLY-?,AI,.\CJ~S-(aLL.;RY. 

THOUGH Florcllce owes its orign to a Roman colony. com
po!.cd, it i!:l saic! .. of Ca~sar's choscn veterans, amI though it 
glories iu having retained .aud occ:t!oionalJy displayed much o[ 
the energies and magnanimity uf It:. t()\Judt'rs, )cl it madc a . . 
"ery inconsiderable figure in ancient times; anti a'l it was lJ(·itlWT 
distillglli~hcd by great t'n :llUi, nor conub!4'c1 hy grl'at pc:r;onugt's, 
it SCCIll~ to hav{' slumbered aWily scvcral a.!,\:% in the tranquil cn.

joyment of a h rtile <.;oil and a filH' climate. Its powers were 
first calkJ forth and its courage tried by the Cothic in\'u::.ioll, 

and while it unden\ t'nt in common with the other citirs of 
Italy. all the vici~siludc!S of that most destructive war which 
followed the demilic of Theodoric. it Sl.'CIllS to have invari'lb'y 
manifesteaa spirit tit' resistance and ilJtHViJity worthy ib mili
tary ori::,,jn. These llualities sllsp('uclcd indecd hut cou ld not 
avert the fute of the city, which sunk unu<..'r the disast...:r~ of the 
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Longobardic incursions. and remained for man y years a deserted 
mass of ruins. It was restored by Charlemagne, and agajn re
sumed some celebrity, hut ncver shone forth in all its lustre till 
governed by its own magistrates, and under laws enacted by its 
OWll authority, it acquired the name and energies of a ff'puhlic. 
It was not, it i~ true, the first to profit of the weaknC'Ss either of 
the German Cresars or of its Ollijl ruler ... , but when it had once 
shaken off the yoke, it rose rapidly into fame and prosperity. 
Gm"crncd sometimes by its bishop, sometimes by it... nobles, 
and not unfrequcntly by its people, it experienced ul1 the \'a
rieties and all the agitatiollsofrcpublican admim"tration. Some
times cotlvulscd by t11C rival pretensions of the iormcf,'''.r by 
the licentiou ... chims of the latter, it was cOllvated into a field 
of battle, a theatre of guilt and assa,,!oination; at other times 
.. nder the sway of a _se and virtuous magistracy it exhibited a 
delightful scene of pc-.Jce, industry, and prosperity, and dis~ 

played at once all the blessiu,£S and all the glories of liberty. 
It WaoJ frequently engaged in wars with the neighbouring states 
of Sie1ma, Pisa, and Lucca, then populou8 and enterprising. 
and in these civil contt.'Sts obtained such a portion of mihtary 
fume as placed it upon a level WIth moat of the Italian com~ 
~nonwealtl •. " 

But whether agitated or trmquil at home, whf.ther at peace 01' 

war abroad, its instittJtions W<'Fe always free and manly, and 
its citizens w('rc bold and active. Thi. indeed is one of the 
pe<;ulia.r and t!x.t'lusive advantages of a republican governmflnt; 
eYery DIU" ads lOr himgelf and for his 0"" interest! while he is 
actiug for his country; the market of honor, dignity, and 
1..!Illployment is open to all; it is con&equent11 crowded witb 
oompeLiton, alld aach candidate i. obliged in hi, own defeoce 
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to c1ert all the faculties of' his soul, and call forth CVl'fy 

latent "'energy. Hence that activity of mind, that n'ntlt'll

tation of intellect and imagination. whie-h produces gt'Hill'" 
and creates the poet and the orator, the st(ltl'~lUal1 and tlK' 
historian, the sage and the hero. 'fhe )lallle nrdmt prinl'ipJ('. 
it is true, that sets aJI the polVCrs ()r the' I>oul ill motion may I'It 

the same time rouse many a dark and dl'strncliw passion, Hurl 
impel a bold had man to many a wickt"<i dl'I'd; and I am 
aware that moo of timid minds ur of slavish downward llrnpCll
silies are too apt to take occasion from this acknowledgnlt'lIl to 
invL1glwaga.iust popular govommt"llts, and exalt 1~ advallt<'l.gt'S 
of monar<.'hy. fiLlt (~O the iutril,Jtlcs of It court, and the lu"l aud 
ambition of princes and ministers, {'xcite no animosities, und 
produce no scones of blood? or nre the'tumls of munarchy 
stained with fewer crimes than till' history of rcpublic;lIlisllt? 
The reverse is the case; and if ~ll the crinK'S of all the (J1'('cian 
I'f"pubhCti were united t tl}(:y wouM not equal the mllSS of gllilt 
that might be collected trom thi> reign of one Persian monarch; 
as aU the murders and all the a'iSClssiuations perpetrat('ti in all 
the Italian 'COmmhnwealths put into the scale tOg<'ther, would 
kick the beam when countcrbaJanctxl by the bloody ~l't:d~ of 
Philip II. of SpaiD, or of Henry VIU. of England. 

\Vhere\'er human passions arc deeply engaged crim(':-I will 
.occur, but the difference between monarch.v and repliblicani~1Il 
is~ that the former while it naturally C),CitCfi and chC'ri!-.hcs 
a spirit of intrigue, dissimulation, and tT('achery, proscrin('s 
the open, tllt generous fc'Clings of con!)cious worth, illciepc'nd

MCe, aod honest pride, and thus gives vice a. ~ecid('d Hd
vantage over virtue; the latter OQ the contrary. friendly in 
its vay esteD.oe to publicity and irnnkncS5, eucourabrcs the 
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undisguised display oj bold intrepid sentiment, tilt' sense of 
selt:"lI11porlancc. and lilt, pride of genius, such as gt'IlI'lll l) ac
company grCltl talent!>, alItl usher l~l{' more useful awl "1'11'liold 
virtues into the world .. In a moi15.reby therefore when. all is 
subSt::rrH'llt to the Wlll uf th(' son.'rci.l{ll, Virtue Illll l) t (1 ftI'll n'll 
her ht';lUty. Jlot to eclipse the Iijlh-ndor of the throllc or diwrl 
til(' Jlolllagc nf the people; ill a rqlUhlic, \~lll:n. thl' lldturBI fed
ings of lu;lnkind ha\'c full scope, Vice must hide hef defurmity. 
least lohc ~hould excite hatrnl, uud dl{eat her own purposes. 
Look at the Grecian repuulic!lo, eycn when most cOllv8!snl by 
faction or maddened by war; cunUlmpJatc, li.)f illstaIlC(,,~~I!.t'llS 
and Lucci/ceil/oil ill that bloody !>trugglc of power untl talents, 
whi ch terminated in thc tcmporary subjf'ctioll of the former. 
Crimes of a vcry biPck die ~hock the feeling .. , and sutrt'fings 
and misfortunes melt tlle heart; but how many \"irtues risc 
in oppo..,ition, what vigor, what pcrseH~rancc, what activity, 
and what patience exalt the combatants, ant! inflame the mind 
of thc Tl'adcr! A pt.'Stilcncc ravaged Athc7/~ \\jthin and a cruel 
and un1>Ut'ccssful war wasted her without, yet what u conl>tclla_ 
tion of WCHt and wise mcn blay.t'd around if:r, and brightcned 
the gl{~1 of her d\-'StillY. Socrates and ',I'hul ydidcs, Pericles 
and Alcibiadt'!>, Sophocles and Euripides, all gracc the annals of 
tim. disasll'Ou!> PclOpOIlIl('~i<11I contc1>t, and shed round Alhens a. 
lu-.tre more vivid and more pcrmant'nt than the glory of all thc 
victone-:. of Luccui£mol!, Who would liot prefer the ugilati()~s 
and even feVl'not'S of such a republic to the tranquillity and 
the triumphs of I.he most splendid monar(.;hy? 

It has been frequently and justly ObS(,f\'cd, l1mt the Italian 

republics ~f the middl e ages bofe a stl"iking f('st'lUblun(;c to the 
COllUUOllwea1th, of Gret.'Cc, and to this obsenatioll it may be 
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addeAl that FIQrence had a str,ong similarity to Atll('I11. a 
similarity uot in g.UYCrlllllcnt only amI tcmpcr, but i,l !-!,I uius 
and talents. Thus a::\ in Athol.' so in Flore"ce, tilat W lUll" 

seemed struck out hy the CQlIi.~ioll -of parties and the slul("k 
of war; and all Em ipincs and Sophocle~ rose ill the heltl of 
the PC/()/iOlI1u'siulI, !So Vlllile and B ocacciQ sprull~ up amici the 
sanguinary broib of the GhilwUi"t, contest. And .... gain. as lJc
mosthcncs lind E!'ochincs, auilllaL('d the decline of A (hf'MI, nnd 
ch('(-'rcd her once more with t:w language of liberty j)l'iore !>hl': 
rC{;ci~'cd the jl/lIl'cJullinll yoke; so Florence ere .. hi! SUlik iulo 
slu\"('ry, gave as a la~ l 1J~q\li.. ~t to liberty and lite rature, the 
works of Glli('('jal'(/illi and Madtil11.;dli. 

In the illl('rl"ul, tilt' perpctunl struggle hetwccn riral par
ties, and the \'icissil\l(k~ that It)l!owt,d t'~{'h other !>o r:l

pidly kept the powt.:r~ of the mind in cont inual action , and 
adapted thcm to c :l.ceJif'llce in e'Try pur'mit. lI ('nce pOl'ts and 
statcsmen, architt'(,l~ .tnd paiukrs, all of hiu:h lIlerit alld ('(lrr~ 
sponding famc, rose in stlcc('!!"ion, and p:aH' Flon:IICl', ""hilt- free, 
the reputation whic~:.he scaredy lor!c 'ited wllc[1 ew.I'LH'd, oj bt·jng 
the seat of' the :o,cil'nc('s, and the lOut her and lill I'''!.' of llw 'l'u"can 
llluse. The !ltruggles which ragcd in the IIlt'Ulllinl(' in ' lIl']' hI) 
SOIll, ami the wars which :.he c;lrrieti Oil ahroad , S(~' 1lI agaill like 
the wars and quarrels of andent Grcect', to !lave h1'('11 no ob~ 
stacie to her prosperity; and as AlitI'll!) and I,u('n/IIIIIQII wcrc 
never 50 rich or so populous as when (,'ugagcd in lUutual d('hair's, 
!K) Flore1lcc. Pisa, and Sienna neyer containcd more inhahitants 
or displayed .greater resources than when warrin,l.\: upon each 
other, and ma\~hing hostile legions to each other'.., gal('~. 'fhis 
remark, apwicablc to tht! other ltaJia.1l republics of the same po-

VOL. 11. D D 
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rioo., and inde.cd to thoscofboth ancient Greece and Italy, pro\'et 
that the agitations of a commonwealth arc neither st.' dangerous 
to public happiness nor so destructive of private felicity, as the 
advocate; of monarchy wish to ptrsuade the wodd. The truth 
Ss, that tide of prosperity which has left so many traces behind. 
Dot only in the cities which I have just mentioned, but ill almost 
every town ill the northern l'arts of Italy, such as .MulIlull, 

CI'CIIlOIIO, Jiicelliia. and Veroua, was the effect of n~publicall in
dustry; and most of the stately edifices which stili adorn these 
cities. whether public or private, sacn:d or profane, ,~crc raised 
by republican tast(' and munificence. 

I sp{:uk not here of ROlne; thnt city destined, it sc(ms, 
to eternal greatness, OWl.'S h('r sl'i<:ndor to another cause more 
active perhaps than ('ven the spirit of liberty, and doubtless 
more sublime ; but the capitals to which I allude still c:t..ILiLit 
the monuments of the opulence and pnulic spirit of their 
ancestors as their noblest decorations, which. while they stand 
like so many trophies of liberty. !o.how to the world huw much 
popular surpasses monarchical government. 

Among fall('Jl I'f'publies, the fate of FI()rtncc seems peculiar; 
the loss of her liberty not only Hdded not to her slJlendor, nor 
augmented her fame or territory; it did not even increase the pro
bp, -rllY of the family that usurped the government, or cast any ad
ditional lustre ,(,Ollnd the Metiict'an name. While Floret1ce was 
fr{'t· and tlw Medici only its first citizens. she paida most hunof_ 
abk tribute to their supt.·rior merit hy it voluntary deference to 
their coulisels, a tribute which ambitio~, if it knew its own m... 
ierests, would prcJer to forc(.'() homage aDd extorted allegiance, 
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Tbe first merchant princes of t}lis family, wisety content with 
the ascendency which the affection and gratitude of their coun
try gave them, blended the policy of the statesman, the disin
terestedne,'os of the patriot, 'foud the munificence of the sove-. 
reign, with the economy of traders. and the affability, ease, and 
simplicity of citizens. Such was the effect of these virtues, set 
of at the same time hy learning and di"ccrnmenl, that history 
presents few great men to our observation more worthy of our 
esteem, unci admiration than Cosmo and J.,orCllzo di Jledici. 
The title of 1)a[cr Patl'ia!, first justly bestowed by Reman grati
tude upon Cicero, and since that period so oftell prostituted b.r 
the prodigality of courtly flattery. and the vanity of wc.ak, and 
even vicious despots, was here once more conferred by the 
judicious affection of a whole city On a gcnerous and deserving 
magistrate. 

But though the 1ibcrty of Florence and the glory of the Me
dicean family survivt:d Lorenzo, yet they began from the fatal 
period of his death to decline, till one of his descendant~, deco
rated with the empty title of Duke-, resigucd the nobler appel
lation of the tirst citizen and father of his country, and usurped 
by force that government which the gratitude and H'nCf'dtiOIt of 
his countrymen had deposited with generous confidence in the 
hands of his ancestors. Long might he have retained, unen
vied and even applauded, the same honorable sway. But 

Concessa pudet ire viii cift'mqu. videri. Lucmc u. 

A title conferred by the Emperor. and supported by a regiment 

• l.5M. 
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of guards, was in Alexander 4i A-Icdir:i'b l~tilDation preferable to 
Oflt! wundtd 011 his own virtlK"S lind tht love of Jlis country. 
From this inau~picious periud U}(' Medici. no Jou!,"Cr the ptr 

trons of the arts and SCiClICCS, wGfc lost in the common herd of 
»€'tty dt'l>pof..t., alld like them whiltd away their daYb in intrigue, 
rlcbu\:chu)'. and obscurity. Gnder tllt:ir leaden sway the COlD .. 

merce of J<'/OI't:mc died away; tilt genius of the TUSC',dlls Jan, ... 
~"Ii!>hed. and waut and Dllsery spread over the tectile plains of 
EtrurUl. 

The fate of Fwn'lIa' is a It."'bson hdd out to a1' frt:c go
VCflllUentl;, to guard them nol unly again'!>t the ambition and 
poW(T. but evcn against til(' "irtues and populari.ty of t.he4r fUlers. 

'I'he lau(-r without doubt arc the more dangerous. Avowed 
ambition or pride ill-di ~bcIl1blcd excite hatn'd, and jUbtify op. 
position; whilt' Ocnc\'oicncC' and affability engag:e the ufic(·tions, 
.a.nd disarm resi!>laucc. lIcI~e it would pcrhap~ have bt'Cn for
tunute fOf Roule if her first tyrant. instead of Augustus had boeu 
Nero. and it is perhaps for the Dame TC8!>on advaoUigoo,Us to 
tbe ca.use of liberty tlutt the .chief magi.,trate ill a froc stat.i 
should not be of a dlaractcr too popular anJ engaging. 

Flurence is now under the government of the Punce of Par·l1Ul, 
most UJllustly expelled by the french froili lliil O1J.'n territory, 
"'I,d re.illct,mtl y decorated with the mock title of King of Etruria. 
H ow long l:c may be permitted to enjoy even this !>hadowy and 
prccariulls 11OnOf it is difficuJt to det.ennine; but if the French 
Wl',C inclined to fespect a title of their own Crt'ation and kaye 
him in quid po,:>sc., ~ion. yet a weak comtitution and a heart 
broktn hy dis.tst ,.' I', will ere long bring his reign to a premature 
termination. lIe j:; naturally a prince of a mild and benevolent 
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dJ,a;acter, aNd well ,6tted to g<1<\Trll a I;IlI;d l territory in Limes of 
tranquillity. 

Florl'lIce is seakci in a Yil k , illh'nwctcd by the Al'1Io. graced 
by lIumbcrlcs:,llil b , and borot'L'('d at 110 grt'al d i:-.tam;c by moun· 
tains of various hJl'lllS rbiug gl'.adually towards the Apennines. 
The whole yale is one cuntiuIIl'd g\"lJ\ c ami ganJcll , wh('re the 
beau~ofthc couutry j .... C1l1i\l"[ll'd by the animation ofttc to wlI, 
and the lel'tilityof thl' soil n·t!ouhl" t! iJy tlH: inJu!.try of its cuI. 
tivators. " ' hite ,illa!'! gleam lIJl'Oll ,~h the on'hanb 011 every 
side, and large V01.HJ.~()IIS hamlcb hordcr the roaos. al)(l almost 
line the banks of tlw rin·i'. Such j;; the scene uf cOIllJort 
and prosperity that surrOlIlHh. till' '1'lIsnUl capi tal, raised origin
ail)' by the genius of liherty, and fcstortxl hy the Grand Duke 
Leopold..... H appy win it be fix tht: inhabitants if it!; charms 
can resist tht, hfllst.~.ti·(l1I/ hell, which iLme pa'i<'l'd l\ie ,Alp,:> and 

till ' Apenniul'!>, illld now brood in teIllPt'~U. OH'!' the Vat (fAn/fl. 

The ci ty itst.,>lf spreads ~lOl lg the side ()f ·tlh~ river wh ich forms 
one of its g rt:atest ornamellts, aud COUll iilll tN not u little to Its 
fu tile. lt5 ~trN.>ts are weil pavc:d Or rather flagged, widl'l' than 
lIsua·1 in !>ou thern climates, ami it s iWU SI'S in generul !,ul ;d uud 

radlt>1: s t.atd.r~ It has 6<!vcral square!', a!ld JIlallY dHlrdl(,!\ aud 
palaces, so that its aprt'<lnuH'( ~ is ,Iir)" dean, a mi ~olll(' tillles 

-rising tow~lrds grandcur. 1 do not ho wever think, that the 

fttIlJlber of g n;at edifices correspond :-. with t he reputation of the 
city I or with the figure wltich it has 110 long made ill tht.· annals 

• .AJ\«"ards Emperor. 
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of modern history. It is indeed to be considered. that we came 
directly from Home, anel that' the glorie. of that capital. when 
fresh upon the millJ, lllust naturally eclipse the inferior splen
dor of every other city. 

CIIURCHE8. 

The Cathedral with its adjoining baptistery, St. Lorcll::o, and 
tbe Mausoleum of the Mcdiccan family; Sallta Maria Nqvella, 
and SOlita C,'oce, are the mo!>t conspicuous edifice!:> in FliJrellcc. 
and ha\'c each some peculiarity that claims attentioll. 

The Cathedral. called as urmal ill Italy Ii Duomo, is all edifice 
of great extent and magnificence, .nd ranks among the first of 
the kind in Europe. It is in fact, if we consider magnitude 
and materials, boldness and skill, the socond and in tllese 
respects inferior only to the unrhralled Vatican. Its waUs arc 
incrusted or rather cascd with black and white marble ; it is 
pav(,Al with variegated marble disposed, at least in part, by 
~{ich(lel Angelo; it is adorned both within and withQut by 
marble statU{-::i, most of '" bich are works of the most emincnt 
sculptors; a nd its paintings arc in general ma!.terpieces of the 
art. But its principal distinction and greatest glory il:i its dom~ 
prior to that of St. Peter's in time, and little inferior to it in 
magnitude-. As it has the advantage oftbe latter in date, so it 
is rcprest:r.ted by the Florentines as its model. ftficllafl A1Igelo, 
they !oay, used to behold it with rapture, and pronounce it match-

-
• The diS"crence is onl, thirteen teet in height and fiftccn in brcadtb. 
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less in its kind, and tIlCY conclude from hence that his genius 
kindled by the contemplation conceived the grand(.'f idea oj' the 
Roman dome. But this dOIll(" though ('reeled by 111 ie/wel 

Angelo, was planned oy IJromollil'. anel to him we arc to 
ascribe the merit of the !.!,iorious cOllccptioll. At all even1:.$, it 
is highly honorable to Bon'lIce to have fllrni~hed. if no: tho 
plan, at least the example e\'cn to Home hersclf~ and to ha\'c 
commenced in the thirtccnth C('otUTY an edifice of such boldness 
and magnitude. 

This church was begun in the year 1296. The dome was 
raised in th(' following centllry by BI'/IIl ellt'.~(,o, who finished the 
edifice. The form of the dome to all eye accllstomed to St . 
.Peter's is not pleasing; it is octagonal, a form of less simplicity, 
and of course less grandeur than the circular; it is m01'Cover 
dosed at the top, and conscquclltly appears dark amI dismal to 

a spectator, who fl'collech the soft lights that play ruund tIle 

vault and illuminate the mosaics of the Vatican. The areadl."S 
that border the nave look naked fur want of pilasters,. and the 
cornice, (if it may be so called, for it rather resembles a gu.llcry,) 
that intersects the space between the arches and the springing of 
tht: vault above, for want of pillars or pilasters to support it 
seems out of place, and rather an excrescence than an ornament. 
The windows arc smaller than usual in similar edifices, and 
the deep and rich colors of the glass, which would elsewhere 
be considered as a beauty. here, by diminishing the quantity of 
light, render the defect more visible. The choir is immediutcly 
under the dome, and like it octagonal. It is cnci<n;cd by an 
Ionic colonnade of variegated marble, and adorned with basfjo 
relievos. 
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On the whole, the {'atlJ('dral bf Flul'cllce was the fir~t dfort of 
the fm'iving arts, ulld ;UlllOUIl CCJ to a rudl ' age the glories of 

the approaching ('ra; it stood fiJI' sOllie time uneqllai,ccJ, and 
even now c/;lims -the second hOllurs. Nor is thi'S Of/hle fnbrie 
dclicicnt ill tbat more interesting glory which great 1lI0llUmL'nts 

deri l'c 1;'0111 g rea t C\'cuts. 111 it was assem bled the celebrated 
council, where a Gnx'k Emperor, surrounded by Lhe patrillrchs 
of the GrC{'k church, sat enthroned next to the Roman Pontiff 
and hiti preiah's, and th(' two most IIUlllcrOU'i, most ancient, and 
most \'cllcrabk communions of the chri~tial\ body VI('f(" ulliterl 
for the Jast tilll(' ill till' bonds of faith and charity. This union 
is considered <IS a grand and singular CI'cnt , hllt desirable as it 
was then, and must at all timps be, it will ilpJl(·;er to thl' render 
acquainted with til(' su l~jeds ill debate, much k~s ~ingllJar than 
their oi\·i~i()n. In this church uhf) thc E nq wftll' Frederic HI. 
Cllvironcd hy hi s l'a.~s aJ kings :ul(l dltk('(;, sat itl imperial 3tatc, 
and distributed tht' houon, of knightbuod altumg his attt'lulants. 
'Ve lIIay wish to (ill'get that it ... pavement Wil." Ol flIed by the 
blood or GiulianI) {Ii M!'dicl , bllt while t.he crimI' pm'lt'nt... i tself 
to our memory w(~ may also recollect it'> p unisllllH'nt, and the 
providential t'S<:apc of L Ol'cl/zo. 

1(0 these historical ('mbclli shlncnts we nmy add the additional 
awfulness which this cathedral dcriH'S from the illustrious pt'NQOS 

who repose under ib pavem('nt. Among these arc th(' well-known 
nalllt .. '!> of 13l'ulIcllesco, Ciot/o, and Marailius PicillllS. A pi<-1.ure 
ouly I'<'cords the memory of Daule, whose rcmai!ls, notwithstand
ing tlu~ lwMc which his genius reflects upon his country,slumber 
ill eXile at Rat'cuM, in a tomb etected nnd inscribed by Benmrdo, 
father of the Cardinal Bembo, Another epitaph, supposed to 
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pave been penned by the ~t himself, ends with a gentle 
complaint. 

Hie c1l1.udor DaDtcs patriiR cxlorris ab oru 
Quem genuit par\'! t'lorcntia mater amonll. 

'fhe Florentines hn\'c indeed at various times endeavoured w 
recover tile relics of their llIustrioU5 citizCI', and parlicltI.1ri'y 
during the wign of 4'0 X. when Mif:hael Angelo him!)e1f is 
said to have exerted IIi .. inf1u(,llcc to obtain lh~'Ill; Lut il) vain: 
the people of Ravellna, who had the honor of affording the 
exiled poet an asylum when Ji,·ing. cOllccivt, that they have tilt 
best title to the hOllor of preserving lili a,,!U's when dcad- " E ,r. 
vlem a Florc7Itia e~cepi.t Ravenna," say~ the epitaph, "vj'JO/rut!flI, 
m.ortuum co/ell!, ••.. tumulum preJio.fIllR UlUlIil;, S. P. E. llav. 
jUi c ac tzrc ~uo tamquam Ihes(1I1Mt'l1l SlIllm lIWII;llit, jll.~fmll·al)it, 

orllavit." In fine, the Florentine republic voteo a magnificent 
• 

cenotaph to be erected ill this cathedral, bul ('ven llu'i vote has 
hitherto proved ineffectual, and t1w picture alluded to abovt 
continues still to occupy the place allotted to the mOQlIIuent. 

Close to the front of the ehurch but totaIly detached from i1 
rises the Campanile or helfry, a light airy and graceful tower, 
coatt.>d with variegated marble, and adorned with many highly 
finished statues. OpJlO9oite the prinCIpal entranCe stand .. tile J\ap. 
tistery, an octangular edifice, in muny fC!.}>('cts of great l.)(,fHlly. 

A number of granite pillars support its dome, and fine mosaics 
shed a rich coloring over it, the walls are lined, and the pavement 
inlaid with marble. ltis dedicated to St. John the Bapti ... t , anrJ 
all ita OJ'UDle8ts have a reference to ti)(" sacr.:Il11cnt of nap
tism. It ie in fact the Baptistery, not of one pari .. h ouly, but 
of the whole city of Pltm:rtet:r and eon'espgnds in magnitude 

YOLo U. • • 
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with its destination. Its three .great bron7.c portals are ('el~ 
brated for the exquisite lx:allty of tll':" ha"~() rclievos witli 
which they arc adorned; the figures fcprcsclll the principal 
events of the Jife of St. John, with tht' CUJ'dillul and thcQlo-. 

gical vlttucs. jfidtael A 'I!!l·Io. ill" ,aD ~'l.tasy of admiration. 
termed them lite Gates of Paradise. This well-known tribute 
of praise, when paid by such an artist, has justly boen considered 
as an encomium that places them above the reach of criticIsm. 

The reader, unacquainted with the date of these masterpieces, 
will be astonishe<l when he- learns that one uf the thrt:!'C i~ in
scribed anno ljjO. an era whro the arts were supposed to slum
ber undel' the ruins of anti(luity. and when ('ven Italy itsclfis 
generaliy fl'presented ltS enveloped in all the gloom of ignorance 
and barb.trism. In. truth, our ideas of the middle ages are in 
many respects the mere prejudices of .childhood. Europt', or 
&.t least Italy, was nc\'er involved in such utter darkness as 
!K)me of our modern oracles endeavor to make their unthinking 
readers irpagine. Some of the Italian republics Wl're tlll'U in 
the full enjoyment of liberty, and liberty never yet .. visited a 
country without bringing knowledge ~nd taste, the arts and 
the sciences in her train. In tact, the century and the 
country that produced Cimabuc and Gioflo, AI'notfa and Ugo
lini, Dante and Pctrarclw, could 1I0t have been deficient m 
genius or criticism, in painting or sculpture, in design or in 
archik.-cture. 

But let liS turn from a subject too fertile and a11uring for a 
traveller, aud pass to the church of St. Lorenzo, the next in 
rank as au object of curiosity, not so much for its own internal 
beauties as for the edifices united or connected witil it. rflle!l0 
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?-re the Sacristy, the Mediccqu chapel, and the J .aurentian 
I1brary~ 

The Sacristy, which is in fact a chapel and the mausoleum of 
several princes of the Medicean line, was planned by''''.Michatl 
Angelo, and is adornw with severol statues of his workman. 
ship. Some arc finished in his best style; other,; remain 
unfinished, but displa.y, it is thought, even in the imperfect 
parts, the grand daring touches and inimitable mannel' of the 
sculptor. 

Close to the Sacri~ty and behind the chaDcel of 'the churcb, 
though the communication is not yet opcn, stands the intended 
mausoleum of the l\Jcdicean family. This edifice was begun two 
hundred years ago~, amI if completed upon the plan on which 
it Wa,j commenced would surpass every sepulchral building in 
the world. Its form is octagonal, its diameter ninety.four, and 
its elevation to the vault two hundred feet. It is literally lined 
with lapis lazuli. agate. jasper, onyx, &c. furnished with sarco.
phagi o~rrphyry, and supportt:d hy granite pijastcnJ with capi
tals of Bronze. 'fhe niches between these p;lasters are of touch
stone; beneath is a s;lbtcrraneous chapel, where the bodies. 
whose names are inscribed on the sarcophagi above, are to re
po~. The crucifix ion of our Saviour, a groupe in while mar
ble by Jolm of 11olQglla, with a m essed Virgin by Alicilar'l Au
gelo, lind St .. John by ouc of his di~cipk'S. grace this dormitory 
of the dead, and preside over it with appropriate maj~ty. But 

Nescia mens hominum tati sorlis'quc rutura'!, 

• An. 1604. 

£ B~' 
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b('for(' the magnificent monument intended for their reception w. 
lillished. the Mediccan liJle ha!> faii.,d; the work is now suspended. 
and if ~e may judge from the impoverished state of the country 
a.nd the agitation of the times, it i~ not likely to be resumcrl for 
many ~ars. if Cl'cr. In the mean time. the materials of the 
inlaid pavc'JO('nt remain !>till in :,tor('; the dome which was to 
hare been iucrusted with mosaics (it was tir'St illtcnd ~'d . with 
lopill lazuli), presents nothing to the eye but its inanimate form; 
even the altar hali not yet been raised, nor the grand entrnnee 
opent'd from the church of St_ I.aIlTenc('_ 111 short. if the 
present s.vstem of }'rcllch irrtl:Uf'ncl' and ('~a('tion should cOllti
nue, the Mediccan chapel, stripped of it~ rich df'C'oratiOtI", wili be 
abandoned to oblivion, until underrmned oy time it shall one day 
bury under it&, ruins the remains which it wa!:. commissioned to 
preserve, as a sacred dcposit en~brined in pomp and magnt
bccDce*. 

The I.aurcntian library is in the convent annexE'd to the 
church. 'l'hi .. library consisted originally of the many valuable 
manuscripts collected by the first prillces of the ML'<\icean fa .. 
mily; these were dispersed in a. very li~le time after the death 

• Thu; cdcbn.t(:u chapt>l IIppcared to us dark abd beary, aod ill ardiitff;tund 
beuUly, chllstt- tlccoratiuu, nud faIr pro(lortion~, fur inferior to the Coni"j chapel 
in St. J uh" Lat,-r-III. In rid", ,, it i~ ('(pmlll'd if not surpa~~iI by the Borglif'SC 
cluI~ III Sio. ]1J,lrin M(I{!gwn-. Rut though it yield~ in magnifirent<' to tht'lle 
two unriYliUed t('.rnpll'~, It f~ burp:'~SCII all ~imjlsr edifices, whf'ther orutory 
or mau!lOiellJO. hI-youd tlw Alp~. 'fhe dome of the Iuvalids at Purih coyers: a 
dispel, whIch i~ I:IIICWn ad the pride of .French architw:ture; but w!ten compared 
10 the Medi«an Chllpel, llU\\ gn.celess are ita proportioDi I bow meaD itll 
mat<'riw! 
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of jhrenro, during the dis~acc 'lono banishment of hi .. SOh. 

M.;nY were recoYl'Tcd, others pun:ha:o;('d, and the ('ullt'C'tion 
coll<;i<icraLly incrcastXl by tlte lIlunitil,'cllce of til(: two l\1t'ciiccan 

PontiUs, IA:'O X. and Clt'menl VII. AI> thes(' manuscripts W('T(' 

ill :dlHui>tc\,(:ry langnagr. and. \ht-iT number was conl'lidcrab' ilt 
the sanw't.illlc, th(' I'cpu!.llioJ1 of thj~ collection rose \'(~ry high, 
alld allllo~t {'<)ualled, it i" saHI, that of the Valican. In tact, 
this lihmry wa!'! tbe lIoblt':.t mOllument which the Mt'dir'i. have 
Jetl of dl(' :-,I"lury of their line, aud rdiectl'(i mOrt! honor upon 
the'ln than tiKJ proudest edifices could bestow; but cvt'n dtis 
literary )llonum{.'tlt will soon c"i~t only. in TCIlI{,11lbnmcc; it has 
not cscapt'd the rapat"ity of tiM' }'!"('Il<'h lcullers., and after the 
gkalling which it ha~ already fi.lmi .. W, ,,,ill probably pao; ,> .?ntire, 
('it-iln as an humage, or a purchasI'. or 1I 1'(JlIf1l/(Jr,ll ~rcscJlt, to 
the cnm,ular palat.:e, 

1t is not my intcntion 10 l'lllarg(' IIpon tIll' churches of l ;'JoJ'(,lIce; 

in external beauty, ('xl'eplin,£!: the ('atllcdrul. Lhey arc iuterior to 
luan)", but in internal decoratiou", equal t(l Ill{)st J talian l'llurchcs; 
bcn,(,.'ver to ~avellers wlw had just llrtiwd trom Hump, Ulld sated 
their e)'l'S with the splendor Vi' its majestic tClllples, til l' lIlo!.t tlmg
nifioellt L-difices of Fkwe1lu ("OuJd pfl'Sen !.Iittle illtl' r('!.till~, nothing 
<tStomshing. One charm indt'l'u ytC ciJurciH'" of F/ormu pos!\C~;; 
in a manuer peculiar to thl'msdVt's. awl that is, au intimate ('00-

O<'CtlOll with the memory of the great lIIl'1l who flouri~hro in 
tbe fourteenth and fifteellth cf'lltury, and frolll Florence diffused 
the light of literature over the western world. There are, ill lact, 
few churches in this city which arc not enuo,pled by the tombs of 
some or other of these personages; :,caret: one lhat dot'S not pre_ 
sent to the eyes of tbe ifaveller, when he enters, insaibcd Oil 

marble or bronse, lOIDe illuatl'lous and well known name. Thus 



CLASSICAL TOUR 

in the church of SUIl JI.[arco,we find the tomb of Pictls o(~i .. 
rando/a, distinguished alike by rank, forlune. genius, piety 
and learning. This combination of qualities foO rare c\'en 
when singi(', deserved to be recorded in lines more simple and 
aff~illg than the two bombastic \"erses now inscribed upon his 
tomb. 

On the opposite side of the church lies Politiallus; the friend 
of Lorenzo, the favorite of the Latin muse; a · trivial epitaph 
r{'CQrds his name, but lIO elegiac verse deplores his untimely 
fate. nor docs one indignant hoe avenge his sullied fame. The 
honour of "indicating the poet was rcserve4 to an English pen, 
and Politian owes to the generosity of a Roscoe that which he 
had a right to claim fi'OIll the justice of his cou~trYlllen. 

Cnnllidu9 ille viget morum tenor, et pia vitE 
Simphcit&s nuUiB cstlabclileta tnIlliB • 

.. In tJle church of Sta. Croce we find the tomb of Michael 
A11gelO Buo7larotti, die painter, the fculptor, the architect.. 
It is graced with many figures; perhaps the name alone 
would have been its best decoration. In the same church li& 
the remains of Leollll.rdi Bruni A,·ctiIlQ, and of Galileo. a more 
illustrious name. In anothe~ sanctuary reposes the Floren
tine Livy. Gllicci(lrdilli, and in a third the Tuscan Tacitus 
j~f(whiU1'elli. Of Boccacio. the modern Petronius, we say noo: 
dung; the abuse of genius is more odious and more contempt. 
ible than its absence, und it imporl'! little where the impure re-. 
mains of n liccnti4lls author arc consigned to their kindred 
dust. • For the same reason the traveller may pass unnoticed 
the tomb of the malignant A1't'ti1l0. 1!Jut who can view without 
compassion the urn of the young, tbe \'irtuous poet Verini. 
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Occidit obecenz Venerit contagia vitanw .•• . ~. 
MQribus ambiguum major an ingenio ..•.• 

Sicjacet, heu patri dolor cl dccu5- nllde juventu9 
Ezempium, et vales maleril!.m capian!. 

The tombs of the learned 6'rccks who fled hefore the last and 
worst of barbarians, the Turks, and fixing at l"wrNlce established 
the seat of the Grecian mu~es in Ell'Ul'ia, awaken many a 
pleasing anti many a melancholy l"t'coil('ctio\l. The honors 
heaped on these illustrious c!\ik'S, the enthusiasm of their 
numerous disciples, and the propagation of their language 
delight the imagination even at this distance of time. and 
do credit to the Uj,Slc and f('dings of the IUllians of that 
vivid ecu. 

Bul who can recollect williau! regret, that the ~chools which" 
they opened are shut, that the divine hUlguagc which they taught 
is neglected, and that a race of sav.age invaders arc now endea. 
voring to suppress the diait'cts of Gr{'ece and of' Italy, in ordcrC 
to substitute the flippant jarg-on of }'rancc ill their stead, and 
replace the solid bullion of ancient wi"Jolll by the basc tinsel 
of Gallic ph1.Josophism. Thus ha!l this ft.'Stl(-'s~ and ovcrbc-dring 
nation twice attacked the' cause of literature in flurence; in 
their first visit, they plundered and dispersed the Medlccull , 
library and cabinet; in their second, they not ouly repeated the 
same sacrilege, but attcmpted to stop for ever the two great. 
sources of scieuce and of literat.ure, the languages of Plato and 
of Cicero. 

PA1 .. ACES. 

The remark which we a ve made above relative to the churches. 
of Florence is still more applicable to the palaces, few of which 
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are calculated "to inspire inierest, eitllcr from their grand.,... or 
magnitude. when compaTI.-'(1 to similar edifices in Rotn(,. 1'0 
which we may add, that the Tuscan style, mixed as it ge
nerally is in these bllildings with much of the rustic, is dull and 
hea;y, and givt"S them a sullen appearance bdtcr adapted to 
monasteries or even pri!.o ll~ than to palaces. Th~ Palazzo 
Stroz:::i, and even the arcitiducal residence the Pa/(JZ%6 Pitt;. 
though grand. regular, and extensive edifices, fall urukr this 
censure. The PalazzQ C()1'~lIi on the quay is perhaps an ex
ception. The Palazzo Riccnrdi i<; said to be erected Of) a plan 
of Michael Angelo; it has however a better recommendation to 
notice. It was bmll by the tin,t Cosmo -tie ~fedici, and WM 

the residence of that t:unily ill th" happiest and most-glorious 
fcriod of its history, wil('n its w('a lth was the produce of Ils in
dustry, its honors the voluntary tribute of pubne esteem, and 
its power the aftcction of its country. The house of Cosm" 
and aftrrwards. of I.Qrell~Q, wa~ then truly the palace of public 
'Wisdom" the Curia of the Commonwealth, and at the slm~me 
the abode df tl10 Greek, the Latin, and the Etruscan muses. 
It was in proc('ss of time honored by the prf'Scnce of emper!Jr!l 
ani! of pontJfts, and of king~ and of princes; it W8!!I decorated 
by the nn.t artists in slIc{,Cbsion, and may with propriety be 
cQnsid~red as the temple of vjrtlle, public spirit, and science. 

When we cnter it t\lC fc('ol\ectiQn of aU the virtues and 
hooors r)f the first Medici inspire venorntion; as we advance 
we ~f'em to see the heroes and the sage!' I)f the fifteenth and 
sixteenth centuries' ri ~i ng succ(,'Ssively before us, and claiming 

• • Pola=::o della Ragwne, an appellation given in Haly to the townball c¥ plac. 
"here tbe magi.ru'ates ulelllble. 



THROUGH ITALY. 1\7 

~ ~ due to tbeil' exertipns in the C8tlge of science and 
literature. "HQIp€s," AyS the inscr.iption which pretJellUt itsdf to 
the stranger on IUs entrancc, "AfeJilJeas oUIN rrda u. 'fttibtu nOR 
IOlum tot priuc¥tS viri., .;;ed et sapietltia ip80. habitdoit. 4!ldu OItmis 
_ .. . ,_.. , - - - t · -\ 

enwatl07uS, f"u" IUC 1'ftll.nt, HU "Ct',V •••••••••••••••• 

• • • ~ . • • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . . • . . GrQtus'tIC-

ttet'aI'e. It must appear surprising, that a sovereign of this 
tamily thould hll\'e sold a pahtct~ so iutimately connected. 
with the history of Its tortunes, nol only the i1ICW'UOOro gt"Tdil, 
but a monument of the 1000t hflllor.able period of its t'XlStcUce. 

But Ferdinand IJ. lived at a time ",IK'u the Medicean princes, 
then a degellcnttc TIl(;{'~ had lost in the effeminacy and pride 
of so\'C:!'eignty. CV( 'H U)t' memory of the virtue!> ulat made their 
ancestQ~ gr~t. and w(:rc pl'obabl,Y indifferent or perhaps averse 
to trophiC's and 1ll0nUllll:nts that on ly reprooclicd them ·"ita 
their vices Oind lht.'ir indolence . 

.• The Riccardi fall~ily, the prescnt proprietors of the MediCCRn 
pal~ are not,.unworthy of !Iuch 1\ re..,idcnoc. It still remains the 
repository of the .. rts and ()[ the \0;1"'00111 of antiquity, and its gal
lery and library, open to puWic inspection, continue to announce 
the spirit, the juugmcnt, and t.he liberality of its inbstbitaut&. 

One of the most remarkable cdificet. or Florence, and perhaps 
the most beautiful it) its kind in Euro}Jc, is the Ponte della 
TriniJa, built of marble and formed of three elliptic arches; it 
1Hi 'erected by AMwawJ.ti, and is universaliy admired for grace 
.... airy light ..... 

THE GALLERY, 

It DOW -rem8:iD6 for me to .peak of the celebratro g'dIlery which 
VOL. 11. t· • 
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1ms occupied the attention of SQ Ulany sovereigns, and forms the 
distinguishing and most honourable feature of FloI'ffice. The 
general appearallce of this city is equalled by many and sur~ 
passed ,by some Italian cities, but its gallery stands confessedly 
in the second place, aud 'yields only (if! yet it yield) to the 
unril"alkd collection of the Vatican. I am aware that in 
sp<.'aking of both tht'Sc famous cabinets I am enlarging rather 
upon their past than their present glory. and need not jntorm 

the read('f that the masterpieces of the latter have been trans
ported to },'ranel', and that those of the former have been 

"Convt'Yl'd by a wcll.timt:rl precaution to Polo'mo. The Medi
CCUn gallery thc'ft'forc when we visik·d it was stripped of its 
prin{'ipalornaments, and prcscntN.1 so mall)' vacaut frames and 
unoccupied pedestals, that we lound ourselves morc disposro to 
regret its absent than arlmire its prescnt beauties. Among the 
fhrmer were the Vcmu of Ml'di(';$, tbe Fmw, the Wre.~tler$, with 
sixty other anc-ienl slatul's. the ml}!>t reflect in their kind now at 
Palermo. Many others, of nearly a similar df'scription, have 
been tmllsportC'd to Puri s. 'rhe' paintings, at JOO!\t the master· 
pieces, have shnrro the sanl(' fate , nnd for the same rcasons ha"e 
hren eilher removed to Sicily or sent to ].'rance'. 'l'hc gallery. 
howe"cr, could not be said to be a dreary ',.'oid ; many statues 
:md many pailltings still remained, excellent in their kinds. 
nod capnblc si ngly of gi\·ing reputation to aoy traosalpinc 
(.'ollcctioll. 

We will·n')\\' proc('('{\ to a more mi.nute acc.ount, and begin 
hy the edj,fice itself. It was erected by the orders of Cosmo I. 
in the year 1564. Georgia Vasuri was t.he architect; it is built 
in the form of the Grt'ck n, and is more than five hundred feet 

. in length; the COllrl enclosed between the wings is sixty-four 
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feet in breadth. This court is r~gular in all its part ... ; un each 
side is a gallery supported by Tuscan pillars, one cnd opens on 
the great square; the othcr horders the Al"Ilo, and is t.<.'rllli
nated by a 1arh>"C arch which unites the two buildings aud forms 
the communication . .. 'fha magnitude amI regularity- of this edi
fice are alone capablt) of giving it a nH~jcstic appearance, but ill 
other respects it is liable to much criticism; [01', not to o~ject to 
the heaviness ofthcordl:r itself, the gallery is too low, the pillars 
too far from each other, the entablature too cumbersome, and 
the whole ('o\onnade quite buried untler the vast superstructure 
which it supports. 

On entering this edifice, :md ascending the staircll!'<l', (lor the 
gallery is in the upper story,) we arc pleased to find "the vl'stibule 
adorned with the busts of thc Me<i ieean princes its , launders, 
who seem to prt:si Jc over the entraucc as thc tutelary divini· 
ties of the place, and claim from the travclh.:r as he passes 
beforc them the acknowlcdgtlll'llt due to their munificcnce. 
These princes pccupy the first part of tlie ,'cstihulum: the se
cond part contains variuus antique altars and tWI) rt'lUarkaLle 
trophies, The gallery occupics till! whole length of the huilcling 
on both sidl.'S, and the cud or space that /i:JI'IllS the t:ollllllunica.
lion . Each wing of this galk'ry is four hundred and sixty feet 
in lcagth, and the part that form s the communication is morc 
than onc hundred ; it is about ·twenty-four in Im.'adth, and nearly 
as many in hl'ighth. The ceiling is painted in fresco, and r~ 
presents in one wing variuus mythological subjects, in the mid
dle and the other wing, conspicuous persons and ~venL" rc
markable in the annals of Fkl't'IIC(' , These paintings are only in_ 
teresting inasmuch as tfley are connected with the history o( 

.. 2 
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IIIe an. b).'QlediateJ.y under the ~iling is • line of portraif.l.o{ 
&ftMmea \o<h anc~t ... d ~rn ; or.., I ...... ",any _copied 
.... originoJt. 'DIe ........ ad"""ed Ifj;h picture>,.,..! liDed 
wMe. bIIWa'" at.et" .... tiq'i!e, some in marble aad solRe;n 
........ . ,w.Ihe. b_ are Qf n-~'" 0< ~ person, 
C:ODDe~.teil"'ri.· ... iraper~ mmilid. The _tUt"5 generally Fepre
Idltsods Ql'~; of thes~ few are perfuct, II!iIOM truing beett 
4amagfd..'~. JePRired. with morc or less felicity by modem .... 
~. lQ~d with VIe aWue!> and busts llrt! altars and 
~bagi; shield~. and tropbtes. Aoolol'c the statues the pictures 
are ranged in such a manner as to form the hi~torJ of the Qrt 
ftom the eleventh century down t() thl' !>cvcnkcnth. The mix
ture of object.8, sacred alId profimc. historIcal and fictitious, 
produces aD unpleasant seru,stion; bllt according to the princ~ 
pies of tho arrangemellt~ which j:; to sht .. oow the progress of tN 
art. seems unavoidable. The nwnbcr both of paintings and 
Italues surpnzes; the l' l;:cdlency of lDauy a~tonisht>!I; ~md the 
eifucl of tht' whole at fil'St is l'utlll:r (..'oufusion than satisfaction. 
The arrangement, it must be admitted, ia simaJc and methodi
cotJ, but the objectl. pres~ too c1o'Sc upon eaeh other, und leave 
no time for dlseriminatiolt. 

Tbe gallery is bordered on one .!.ide by a suit of apartments or 
halls, SpaCIOUS and. well-proportionod., tWCDty, I think, in 'fltnn
bttr, cud! of wlm:h il) roIlSt:trat«l to somc particular set of 
nl<lSlcrpj(>c~ III sculpture or ill painting, or to 80me particular 
ICbwl or fallourite collectJ:on. 

o.ne of thete hilUs is dl'VOted to Niobe and her chikiren, a 
COUectioll iu iueJf, comiMing of :six~n figures, aU intendM to 
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f~, like 'he Laocoon, one grol,lp. Whether this celebtatefct 
gioup be>lhe ooiginal itoolf. whiob·Plit>y u.. Elder """ribes to 
either S""pas or Praxi_. or oul1 • .., .... a ..... jo<;t-of ..... 
bate:.amoeg critiea; its merits ate ~~.l.O. very 
dii"erentJy appreci •••• , Wu.ckel .. "" 0IId u.. bIIiW& ...
in geoerol rep ..... e .. 4he differe'll't fi~ poI1i~,.' IIIot of 
~ it",lf. as· ,.odel. of the higbe&t perfection. •• d ia -, 
etceUenU equa.l to the two supposed gf"tLncl m~'of .... 
art; wbile the French, though they IlCimit the genera:l bea.uty, 
flOd fault with the details, and place them on the whole ~ 
lower in the scale of exeeJleney. We are naturally iueli.:ncd. to 
prefer the opinion of the fot'lller, whose RuthGrity in the .rtf. 
trallsalpin.e CO'Il110USeUr cannot safclYA rejret; especial1y as we 
are inclined to suspect that the real caule of the critteisa 
of the latter is t1l1' pure aud almos.t IlUblil1le simplicity of 
these figures. cxpres!ting the l').lrt'me of fem in the daughters. 
and of grief in the mother, without grima("(', distortion, or 
agitation. 

01 ba resedit 
Exanimos int("r natos, nalasquc Vlrum'lU!! 
Diriguitquc maliB, nullO!. mov!"t aura eapillo~, 
In vultu color est sine Ranguin!", lumina luresti. 
Stant immola gt'ni~ _ nihil c,t fb imagine vivj. 

Ovid. Mel. VI. 301. 

Thebe tigurC'i ha'it: OCt'll damaged and repaired . 

• 1:tIVI. cap. 5. Ausoniua ~cide~ in flivour of the latter, probably Ix>cnuije 
biB narncirl better adaptod to versification. 'l'hc same rea~on may hnve influenced 
• writer iD the Anlh~logia Aut. Epitaph.-Anllt.lib. 4. 
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Til€' most beautiful of these. halls. which contailH'd the V COliS 

of hIcdicis, milY b(' consider('d a:, a tf!m pi(: iI. thut goddcllS, 
equal pCl'hap<; in interior beauty to that uf Papho!> 01 Cythcra: 
at prcs(,llt th i:, temple is abandoned by its celestial inhaiJitant, 
and nearly ... tript uf all its fUrlliture. It contained the master
pi ece::. of ancient sculpture and modern painting; WIKH they arc 
to be replaced it is difficult to determine. This httle temple, 
for so we may call it, io; an octagon of about four-and-twenty 
ieet in diameter, it<; dome is adonwd wilh Illother of pearl, 
and iL'> pa\'cmt'nt formed of thc mo~t br;lutif"ul marbkl>. Other 
apartment!. arc COII')ccratcu to tbe great st'hoo]'" (If palJlting. 
and ('ould Jornwrly hoallt of m<ltl.Y of the mm,tcr piect's (If t'ach: 
now their V:H:alll pl:w(,!:1 only arC' compiclloll"; "ljn/ IIN~f'lIl

geblmt f'U i[Jw qllod 7Wlt t,iljt'lHlllfllr-;" their ah .. encc aouotlnecu 
their value and their celebrity. 

- --- ---- --- ----
• Tacitus, Annal. I. III. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

l~NVJRONS OF Jo'LOR BNCl':-TUF. ARJI,"O-TUE VILLAS OP TUn 

GRAN!> UUK., - J.·./ESU I ,A::-V AI.LOMBROSA. 

FROM the city we will pa ~s to the neighbouring cOlllltry, which 
presents as grea t. a portion of'rural beauty . hill nnd dalt,. orchard 
and \'illl'yard, cot 1.oJgc and "ilia, as tht.: ell I irons of ally capilal in 
Europe, l\aplcs perhaps C'1I.c('ptcd. l b lir'!t feature is till' Arno, 
a ri,"cr like the Tiber, iuterior to many !o trcam~ in lnag nilUlk, hut 
:.upcri or to most in rCllown. U nknown ill til(' fin .. t ag('u f i l,dian 

verse, its name rOse to cminence in tiJ{: second, became thl' t!J(:mc 
or"manya strain, and was celebrated in hoth the divine diakcts 
of Italy. .Even ii.m:ign hanls caught inspiration 011 its bUIll-S, and 
the gellius of 'Milton himself loved to sport under the poplurs 
that &hade its borders. 

o ego quantus eram, gdidi cum stratu ~ ad Arni 
Murmura, populeumque nemus, quit lUollior IH~rhll, 

Carpcre nu»c viola:I, nunc summa.& carpcrc myrlo~. 

Epit. DDII. 
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These banks furnish many a wild~'J deviolls walk to the 
solitary wanderer. and to the cit.v itself one (If the most 
beautiful and most frequented haunts of fashion. But the 
Arno with aU its fame is liable to the disadvantages of many 
sOlltllcrn streams; in summer it loses most of its watcr~. and pre
sents to the eye at that season, eveft in the ianmediate neighbour
hood of Florence. little more than a few pools united by a nar .. 
row rillet. The truvellcr then courts in vain the breezes dlat 
blow fl'eshntss from its waves, and listens in vain to the mm'
mm's that delighted the ear or the poet. All around is heat and 
Jilence. The sultrioess of this summer- is indeed said to be un

usual, and it is to be hoped that the Arno is nol thus annuaUI 
.tript of its coolness and its charms. 

The villas of the Grand Dukes, if we consider their size, their 
architecture, or their present decorations, inspire no great inw.. 
Mt; elen their garden'S display little or no pleasing scenery, no 
mflS!les or 8hade, no expaosion8 of wateT, no grove; or thickeb, 
to delight the eye or amuse the fancy. AU is art, stiff, minute, 
and insignificant; besides, they seem much neglected, and are ih 
general out of repair. Yet it is impossible to visit Mlme of them 
without emotion, such as Pratanno, Ctliano, and Correggi, the re
treat! of the Medici and once the haunt! of the ItaJian muaes. 
The last of these villas witnessed the dosing stage of Lorenzo's "ca
teer, nnd if the solemn scene that terminates the Efe of a bene
factor of mankind can confer dignity or communicate interest, 
the chamber where Lorenzo died must excite both veneration 
and emotion. 

• lSOi. 
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F..ESUL1E. 

But of all the O~lccts that present themselves in the immediate 
vicinity of Florence, Fie.~Qle is from its antiquity, its situation, 
and its celebrity, one of the most conspicuous and attractive. 
This town, under the appellation of Rem/te, wa~ one of the 
twelve Etruriaw' ('itit'!!I, and "cellls to have been distingui!ohcd 
abovt: the other!!> by its skill in till' illterpn~td.tion of omens and 
prognostic!:!. 1t J..ubmilt(:d with the rc!:ot of Etrlll'ia to the' Ro-. 
man power, ami was colonized by Sy1l1l. The !:Ipcci~ of colo-. 
nists sent by this tyrant seem to have been of n~ ycry fa\'our~ 

able description, and arc represented afterwards as compos.. 
iog the main body of Catihnc's ruffian army. ltmadc no figure in 
the civil WHfS or rc\'olutiolls ufthe following era, survi\oed thege
neral desolation of 1 taly during the fifth, ~ixth. sc"enth, and eighth 
centuries, and prolonged. its existence till the commencement of 
the eleventh, whC'o, in a contest with Florence, it was destroyed 
and its inhabitants, or at least a considerable number, transported 
to that (:it.\,. However, thc cathedral I"cmaiucd, ami }';esolc, 
now a lonely but beautiful villag(', still retains its epi!>copal 
honours, il<; anci(:nt name, nnd its delightful !>ituation. J'1<lcc..I 
on the sltIumit of a lofty and broken eUUllencc it looks down 
011 the "ale of the AMIO, and COUl tlHUHh 1'IorCJIcc with all it!l 

omnt'!>, towers. ami palac('';, the villas that encircle it, and thp. 
I'oads that lead to it. The n.:c~'!>s(''). swells, :LUll breaks of the 
hill on which it !)tand8 arc covereu with grove. of pin('s, ilc:.:-, 
and cypre::ls. A bO\'c these grovt!5 rises the dome uf the cathe
dral; ant! in the miu8t of them reposes a rich and l'('nel',lhle 
abbey founded by the Mcdi('c<tn fiullily. Behind tk hill at a 
d.istance swell the Apeunines. That a place graced wilh 50 

VOL. n. G (; 



.M CLASSICAL TOUR 

man)' be<l utie~ should delight tbe poct and thc'philoboph{'r is not 
wonderful, and accordingly we find it ;J.l1uded to with compla
cency by MiltOll, p"'-negyrizcd by Politian, inhabitcrl by Picus, 
and frequented by Loremo. 

The abbc.·y of l'iesok was the retreat of Picus, and governed 
at that time by an abbot \yorthy of such a gU(~, A/nUI'Q Bosso, 

one of the most eminent scholars of that agt', 'The frugal table 
of this venerable sage united not unfrequently the three last 
mentioned persons, with FicillltS and IIcmwlf1l1 .~ ll(/I'barllli. Such 
a society has been compared to Plato's rCpHsts, and to the phi
losophic interviews of Cicero and his friends. In gt'nitlh ano 
eloquence. they imitated hut could not presume to rival thes« 
illustrious associations; but in virtue and in that superior wisdorr 
which they dcri\'('(l from Christianity, they far surpassed theil 
famed predecessors. 

Poiilian has celebrated FclsullZ and the scenes which he S( 

often cOlllCmplatW with all the rapture of a poet, at the eon· 
c1usion of his RUM/ells, a subject which t.he g("nim of the pIaN 
"t'efllS to have inspired. 

Hie I'e'IIOD8t blMdo libi pinu>; amata .luturro 
Hie \aga coniferiH msibillit aunl eupte!lSis; 
Iii .. IlCalebris '!alit 1'1 hullantibus incita vl'ni! 
Pum rolorato~ inte~tn:'pit undo. lapillo~ ... 
T alia F,r~ulPO lelltu8 nJl'dilnoor in IITltro 
&11' ~ub urbano Mcdicum, qua mons lIa~r urbem 
MIC<'niam, long i1lu!: vuillminll despicit Ami, 
Qua honUR hOlllli liulD felix , plaeidamque quieten! 
lndulgf'u~ Luurens, Laurens non ultima Phmbi 
Gloria, joctati~ LllureDIl lido. .nchora muai~. 
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VALLOMHltOSA. 

The most delightful excursion ill the llci~hbourhood of Flfll't'J!ct' 

is, without doubt, the A bhey of Val/uIII1Jl'os(I, a tHUll(; wdl known 
to every English reader, hecause (;llllOhled hy Milton·. The 
road to this famc~ retreat nllls for thirtecil nl1k~ lltlltug!! the 11(11 
d' ArnQ, along the banks of the river. 

A little beyond Pclago we began to ascend thl' A l W[luill(,S, 

and winding ".long their siot's enjoyed, as we advanced, Ul:lIlY 

delicious views of hills crown{'d with vi llas, and mountains "Ollll'

times covered and sometimes merely spottt'd with the uliw', 
the VillI.', aud thc iklC. The beauty of the SC(' Il('I')' illcrl';I~cd 

UpOIl us at every sll'p. and as we passed through grow" or I,,[ty 
c1lestl1l1tS intermillgkd with oak, W(' ocea"iunally (,aught thc yic\,. 
of a torrent tumhling from the crngw-, a clLllreh st'au'd Oil lh(> 
bosom of a fertile hill, or :t brokcu ridg(' of roc h alld pr('ci{Jice~. 

At a little distance from the ahbey we obs('rvt·d a large st.one 
cross placed at till' ('ntralH.;e of a wuod of firs thick and lofty, 
whose deep shade was lighted up by the 11Ori'/'ontal fay ... of the 
setting-sull that shot along the arcade':i formed hy tbeir IlJl:t,ting 
branches. As we entered, the abbey hell tolled to ('all the mouks 
to the eV(>lling service, and continued tolling till we clllcrW'd 
from the gloom of this path to a li ttle plaill, bonnded behind 
by a semi-circular curve of steep mountains covt'red to the ~um
mit with one continued forest. Ht.·fI! we hehcld the antique 
towers. and pinnacles of the abbey n.~illg full bd()I'C iI.'; and 

• Pllrad. Loet, .Book , . 

n r; '2 
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on a ncar,cr approach heard tl~c swell (If the or!!an, ;lIld th(' 
"oices of the choir, aud instantly aii"htil1'" under the archway of 00· 

the gate hastcllt'd to the church. The monks were thell singihg 
the QUt Iwhil(l/ (nillety.lir~t psalm), which is part of till' eycning 
service. The melody was swecL anti. solemn; a long pause be· 
tWCt:tl ('aeh vcrse gave it time to prodllce its l'ttlJ (,fi(>(·t; anti the 
g lUOUI of tilC church, the lights 011 the altar, the chant of the choir. 
and the lones of the organ could not tail to awah'll in the mind, 
already prepared by tb(' scenery, anci circulllstances of place 
and time, a strong emotion of piety. awe, and mclandlOly. 
'Vhcn scn ' ice was C'nded the monks retired ill deep !:>i\t>lH:e, like 
so many gho~ts gliding :LiOllg the nave, and d;'Sappcarillg: in the 
ai!>ks; we withdrew with regret. 'Ve w{'i'e th('11 COl1cillClcu by the 
father appointed to receive strangers to the lJ~lIal apartments 
allotted to visitants, and treated "ilh unafiectcd Ilospitality. 
Tlwsc apartments arc fitted up ill a st.yle of deanliness and 
simplicity admirably adapted to the spirit of the pl<lcc find of 
the order. Tht! walls arc IIIerely whit<.. ... wushed. without either 
paper, wainscot. or tapestry. Their only decorations are a {(ow 

prints of !oubjccts taken from scripture, or cOllllected with the 
history of the order, or the life of the founder. The furniture 
consi sts of a very good bcd, a table, a dc!>k j;)r prayer, with a 
crucifix, and a f<.:w chairs, all vcry plaiu but very neat, and 
evidently dC'Iigncd not for luxury but com"cnicilce. The l'upper 
Wit:: frugal. but not parsimonious; the cOIH'ersation of the father 
For('slrrfJio·, a man of a good countenance and easy manners, 
was sensiblc 'md entertaining. Betwl.'en nine and tell he took 
!tis leave for lhe night. 

• A title gil'en to the .monk who ill commil!Sioned 10 reeein! and entertain gu'ftts. 
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The Abbey of V(llIombrosa wns {ounded to~tards the middle 
of tile eleventh century by Jol/Ji Glla/bertlls, a lIohlclllan <If 
Florcn.u, who having embraced thc monastic life in t.hl~ 

Bt'ocdictin monastery of St. Minias at Flort:lIce, and f(.'fUSl·U 
the dignity of ahbot, withdww from 11 love of solit.ude to the 

wilds of Vailo1Ubrrwl. I1 ere he luund two hermit s, and assisted 
b'y them alai a companion who had i()lI()wul him from Florc71I"l', 

eslabli!oh",'<i a monastery which, f["Om the superior sanctity and 
industry nf its iuhahilants soou aCIlllirf'u reputation anti riehl's. 
In time it rose 10 tlH; dignity of a I)W'cllt abl)(')" aud hccnnll' the 
head of the numerous t:OIl,rn'!!aliull or Ilcllctiidins of I'flliombrv.w. 

,~ .-

Thc founder ~hcwcd his j udgment ill the !>t"icction of his re
treat, <.IS it i~ diflicult to diseo"( r 11 wilder or morc romallt: c soli
tudl'. The little plain ill which tht.! abbey :-.tauds i ... illibosolllcd 
in thc Apennines, opel! 10 the rays of Ihe we!otC"I"1I !l Ull, hut CII

clos<'d on the sOHth, ca!>t, Hnd 1I000tb hy a !>cmi-cirnliar rid).!;c of 

mountains. The stccp accli\'ity i!> clothed to tile ~ummit with 
forests of anc:ir-nt iirs, oak,;, ami beeches, waving ntH.' aho\'c the 
other, and sOlllctiml'!> app,~r{,lltl)' hanging from tIl(' \'cry hrows of 
the precipices and bending o\'('r tIle st(',·p. In the uppl'r regions 

an occasional glade IJrt.'aks the uniJ()rmity of fOf(~t seem:!')" Wllilc 
tncnaked summits expand into wide grassy d UWIlS, and et )llllll<IIHl 
a beautiful view o\'er llle Amu and it!l ,~i(Jr;('(1 cllc, }'/01"CIt("(' a,l{i 
aft ilos neighbouring hills on one !oilie, and C>..t('tH.lln,!:!; Oil tilt.! othl'r 
to the wilds of Ca1lf(l/do/i and Lrl Vania. Thc demtion is !'o 

consid('rablecvt'll at til(' abbcy us to ali't 'ct lhe h'IHJlcmtu rc of the 
air, insomuch indC<'d that after hu\'ing pan tc(l M) lotl ,!:{ at NlIpk~ 
Rome, and Florence. we found oursclve~ dt 'Jightfully rcrre~l\(:d 

at Vallombra,frl; by the cool brt,'c:lcs of an EngJ i&h SUIIHlJer. 

Tift day after our arrival thc good father, who was appointed 
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to attend strangers, was so (Ibliging as to defer dinner till a latc 
hour, in order to enable us to make our intended excursion to 
the summit of the mountain; and after breakfast we set out, 
crossing first thl" Ii ttl" plain in which the abbey standI>; and 
then pas~jllg a ~tl'cmn thut Jt'SCeJ1ds from the clift: we began the 
a8cent by a llan'Ow pathway which winds up the acclivity, but 
is yet sufficiently steep and laborious. However, tiS the heat 
was by 110 ~eans oppressive, and we wulkt.'<i under a deep &hade 
the whole way, the ascent was not vcry fatiguing. 

The treC's that form the fi)ff'St through which we passed are 
geuf'raily old, shattcrc.:d. aud Vl'IHrllblc, and the silellcc that 
reigned around us interrupted, pl'rlmps 1 might ha\'c mtid 
heightened, by the murmurs of the wiud utllL'Iually dcep to 
such a vast mass of foliage, wn!o cxtn'nlt'ly impressi\'e, and 
gave the savage SCene arou nd U~ a grand. i\ melancholy sok'm.· 
nity. The channels of seneral lorrt'ln~ IIOW dry. but C'ucumbcred 
with fragment!; of roek and trunks of tn'('s hurlt'<1 down by 
the fury of the mountain !otrealll, ji\ffowed the sides or the ~tt't'p. 
and add('d to it" ruuc IJIU.!!:nificl'nce. Down ooe of Ihl'M~ chan. 
nels a rill still COlltinucd to roll, alld tumbling from rock to 
rock tonnccl !ocv('rni cascades. whose tillJdings were faintly heal'll 
amidst the hoJlow roar of the fort'i)ts. 

\Vut!1l we r('ached the summit we walked up anu down to 
enjoy tht cool breezes that always .. tht higher regions of the 
Apennines, am\ to contemplatc at the same time the picture ex. 
panded beneath us; on one side, the declivity bhaggcd with 
wood, and enclosing in an oval sWt't'p the lawn nod Abbey of 
Vu/{olllbI'Qsu; and on the otllt!r, a long ridge of bit-uk rugged 
wOUlltains. We tlu.:n reclined under a thicket on the !:wow of 



'rHROUOH ITALY. .31 
the eminence, and compared the scenery immediately unlie\' u:! 
, .. itlt Milton's description, of which it is supposed by many to 
he the original. Many features without doubt agree, and may 
be considered :u; trunsl;ripts beautiful as poetry can be sup
posed to give of nature, 

So Oil hr ta!"e!!, ,,-rn:I tn th() bordf!T ('ome~ 
(If Eden, wMre ddiciou~ Pantdj/jc 
Now Jw;\ret", rl'OWtls "ith her cnclo~urt' gn-en 
A ~ with a nmal mound, the ciuunpion he.d 
Ofa "'tcpr wildcrllt'~H, WllO!l(~ Imiry ij id.,~ 

With thicket ollergrnwn ~tesque and wild, 
AcCE"&S deny'd: and overhead IIpgrel'f' 
I n;;upt'I'llWe hi/th of lofi.i~t ~hadt'. 
Cl'dll(' nnd pille, ,,00 lir and brunching palm 
A ~yl\'an ~ceAe, and ;Iii the ranks iiI<'tJOO 
Shade a!xn"e silllde, a wood] theatre 
or statdi{'st Vlew. Par. {..oSI, IV . 

Most ofthesc lines arc so fill' applicahle as to form a n:'.~ular dc
lIcription, and the P/,(lspccl lr/l'ge is too o!J\' ious a consequellce li'om 
the preceding features to be cunsidcrcu as nil :Illusion, So f:lr, 
thert!fore, the poet may have described what he had ,;(,(,Il; hilt 
his genius that soared above the APClllliLlD>, and pns~('d t'.1-f1'a 

fiullfmulItia mundi, kindlecl at the contcllllJlation of "ulloJl/!J/'fJ,W/, 
,wd created a Paradise. 1t may, perhaps, be ohsc/'\'cd with 
mort' probuhility, that thc imagination of a iovc'-sick maid, 
aided by the mus~ of Popc in ouc of her happiest humours, has 
"ivcn undesiO'nedly tiL!' h('s~~·tical dcscriotioll of VaUomhrosa ~ ~ ~ . 
tImt perhaps exists, a description which call ha\"c 110 reference 
to any sCt:ne which citht:r the poet or Eloisa had ever b('hcld~ 
as neither the one nor the other haP. eve r yj~ited thc countries 
where aloRC such scenery occurs. The following: beautiful verses, 
so applioabJe to the prospect befOre U8, as well WI the emphati-
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cal expression,; of which they are an amplification, wcre inspired 
by that. melancholy which so oftcn melts the heart of the lover, 
and lulls the im~gi llatioll of the poet. 

'rho:' tiwrJ.'JOllle pincs that o'er yon rocb reclin 'd, 
\\'ave high and murmnr to tllt~ hollow wind, 
Th(' IUlldel'ing ~trell.mB that shine be,tween the billll, 
'The grot~ that e<:ho to the tinkling rill" 
Th(' uying g1lle~ that pant upon the treel!, 
The lakl:'S that quiver to the <:urling breeze. 

nul o'('r the twilight ,!:To"e~ and d\l~J.y <:a"c~, 
L ong ~Olll1ding aisleR and Intermingled grnH!JI, 

Blad.. Mclanc1loly ~it~, and round hllr throw~ 
A dca{h·!ike siielle<', and a dread rcpOIiC: 

lIer gloomy pre<!cnce sadden~ ('very bC£'ne, 
Sllilficb ew' ry flo" er /llld dnrken~ el'cry green; 
necpcn~ the murmur of the falling Hoods, 

,. th 
Anti breat!.I:" a hrOWI\horror o'er e woods. 

While thus f'l1lplo) cd on the summit, We heard the bell tolling 
below for afternoon !)crvicc, and iUlIllCdiJ.td.v beg-dn our dcsccllt. 
The tolllllp: of a church I)(,1J is one of the few sounds that 
disturb the silence, without lc!>scnillg the ~{)Jemllity of !)oJitary 
!>C('IlCS. In our descent we stopped occu!>ionally to li!>tcn* to 

its dcep 1'OU1', fe-echoed from the oppo!>ite woods, and fe-bel
lowing from !>kt.:p to !)lccp. It occurred to me a~ I worked 
my -,"ay down the dry bed of ... torrent, and now and then 
stoppc(l to breathe and admire'e rupc!>., cf 'i.'Qcuwn nemus; 

• WI.en editioll~ differ we may be allowed to. prefer the reading tIIal suits our 
ooject beet, aDd quote rope, in the old way for riPIl. 
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that tllesc Jurests and dells that. now resound wilh the toll of 
the rllllrch goillfj hdl, oue!' perhaps r('pcatC'd the t)e n'lJlIl~ and 
shouts of the nac.:dwllaIJall throllg. They ddightcd ill the 
savage sCt'lles thaI bordered the llt'fmfs au« the RllOdo}ll'. ill 
the depth of forc>i ts, in illc hollows oj' lonely llloulltains or dt'~er\ s , 

places all well adapted to th eir dark orgic,> and odious riks; lor
tunately the wi sdom awl gru\ It)' of the H.umans did not !,erlllit 
them to adopt liu.!:-c t"oul inventiuns of Greek lin.mtiollsncs,>. They 
had ind(."'(·d OCt:n introduced inti) ElI'w'ia at an l.'arl)' pl·riod, "no 
an attempt was llIade, at lir:-t with some ~ 1Il· C(,S'>. to estahlish 
them in Rome it..,v1f, IHlt they w('re ~()on obM'rved and I"(' presscd 
by the \·igill.lllcC of the Consul.., t.. This c v('ut took "Iacc about 
the year of Home til'f' hundred and ~i:dy-six, that is, bcforf' 
pawn umIILLll.UI"Y had jmpaired th e virtuC" of jhe ItOllluns. 

Another hut II :-ohorle!" excursion from lhe ahbe.y lends by a 
winding pathwlI Y, Whl'i"C 

thl' Etrurian $had('~ 

11 igh o\'er-Ilfch'd illlh" ..... !,,· 

to an hcrmitagc, or rather a little convent, ('ft'cted 011 the fiat 
surfal'c of a rock pl"Ojl'din.~ Ii-om th e ~idr-~ of 1 ill' mc~m

tain. Thii) retreat i t) a \Try CUllIUIOJiulIS hou ~e wilh . a little 
garden behind, .md a ii ,untain dr-ar as c l"y :-tal bubbling; Ollt 

from a cleft ill thl' roc~ It I.w'i . a chapel :ulI1excu to. it, alltl 
is divided in to a va rm":" oj httll~ gallcnc.<;, omtOl"ll'~J alHi 

cc)ls. vcry neatly furnished and adorned \~ilh pidun'!) and 
prints, and the whole III a style totally diil(.' i"ellt tivUl I~\"('ry 

• Liv. lib. )lXXIX. 

VOL. It. H II 
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other Jwdling, fililcifuliy pretty, and peculiarly confonn
able' to its t\('stillulion. 'fhih ruillantic llermitagc is ('ailed, 
partly 1 s'Wpose from its situation and prospect, and partly 
Irom ib internal conveniences, POl'udisillo: and I must con
Jl:ss, that lllcvcr Vihited an ahode better calculated to furnish 
the uermit with all the aids or meditation, and all the lux-u
nes of boJy retirement. J'rolll his window he llIay bchohl tht:: 
rat d'A1'11O, and the splenduurs of Florence, at a distallct' too 
great to dazzle; around him he SCl.,'S spread all the grandeur and 
all the gloum of rocks, torc~ts, allti mOllntains; b'y hi~ ti)ulltuin 
sid~ he may lU:'ar the tinklin.!-{ of rills and the roaring of tOl'rcnb. 
Sometimes too, while ab~orpt ill lIlcditutiull, tile swell of the 
distant organ and the voicC's or the choir far below may stcaJ 
upon his car. and prompt 1/1(: s<mg cif praille. This retreat, so 
suited to the genius of a Gray or a Milton, is now occupied by 
a lay-broth('r, who rCi)ide.., in it merely to kccp it deall, a task 
which he pcri(JffllS with great ("arc and success. 'Vc found 
among othcr portraih that of father Hugford, an EngJi~h lk'
ncdictin, who in th~ bq~inniug or middle of the last c('ntury 
pass('(f s('veral ymf'> in this retreat, and by his piety. karllillg. 
aD" skill in mosaic~, acquired a grcllt reputation not only alllong 
l.us brt'thn.:n but 'It FIt)l'cllcc·. 

AU the asccnt from the abbey to Pl1rudi~illO. c1o!,c to the path 
IlDd on tht! brink of the prccipict:, is a }>tonc, the Ilistory of 

• Fathrr Hugford W.1~ n HI.1n of taJents, and oxcellod in the various branclto<t of 
natural Vhi,o'>f.lpliy. HI' i~ !,Bid to inlVe carried lh~ art of imitating marble by that 

composition called Scagtiuoia, to i1il frCH~nt perf<:dioll, lIe died I believe Abbot 
.r Yullt.mlhTOw. 
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which, all relatt;d by our p;uidc ami iml1-'cd a~ consigned til poslt .. 
rity iH an inscriptioll, is as ro!low~-SL John Gualbcrt, tilt' 

founder of the ablw.-y , while ('llg.lged in his dCl'()MoIlS in Llu' 

depth of the fOJ'Nlt, W<.L ," alt~l{'k ,~d by the devil, and to avoid hj ~ 

fury was ohliged to tty. !J,d. t1t:'ill,g closely pursued by his Itnrp,lJ~ 

footed adversary who, it St'I;IIl", lIIeant to throw him down lilt' 
precipice, and was th~n do!'c to him, he took shclkr uHdt'r a 
rock, which instantly sonellt~d as he pressed iI, and ad!llilting his 
back like :l waxen Illold, kept him in close cmhraet· till the fu~\l(l 
in his prccipitat<- ha,<;k .... hot down tlw steep iwlll'L Th" J(~ 

prescnlutioll of tht' saini in md(' sculpture still remaill~ Ull the 
stone. 

The inscription and tile !ale might J'erb.1.ps suit. the approach 
to a Capuchin convent, hut are totally unworthy of a Bene
dictin abbey. The glory of the fuundt,!, is estahlislwd upon a 
much more solid founlla-lion t.han legl'lltlary stt)l'i('~; it fl'slsuPOIl 

the heroic exerci~c of the first of christian virtuL.><;, charity, in 
the forgiveness of all ellemy on a most lr,Ying and d~fiicult 

occasion-. 

At supper we had Illueh cOllversatioli with til(" good /iI1IH'" 
about the beautiful scenery we had bl"i]('ld, and tilt" ddi~!JtrLlI 
situation of the abbey_ He ob~;('rvcd that we !'>;tW it to :I~l\'a n~ 
tage, that ill SUJIlIIWr, thai is, from 'May It> OdoJ>t'!', it was 
what we conc~iv('~1 it to be, a mo!.t dclicit1us aud ruaollificc nl .' 
retirement"but that Juring winter, wbieh ('OlllInCnc('s lu'rc i •• 
Oetober and lasts till May, tilt,), wrre buri('d in snow, or ( ' Il\'( '~ 

• Srm ,"8 Lite is Butler, .June Ii, Vol, 6. 

II If '! 
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loped in clouds, and besieged by bt'flf!' and wokes prowling 
rounJ the walls, and &'Towling: in the fOf('!:bl--Ol'si, l11J11, I' tlltti, 

Ii p i'slc waS" his emphatic ,·xpl'ession. 1 know not how such 
objech may appear to person:. doomed to fL'Side here fi'T life; 
but a l'isilant is disposl.:d to regard thclIl as so man)' supcrnu
lIlaary charms, considerahly augmenting the charaetcristJc fcn.
ture, that is, the wild and gloomy magnificence of the place, 
and deepen ing that religious awe and veneration which natu
rally brood over monastic cslabli.,hnlents. 

The reader wi!llc<lm with pleasul'e that fhl' monks of r(I/
lombrowl ar{' not idle solitaries; but, lik{~ mOst of tIlt" anciellt 

::md many of the modern DClIcdiciin ('stabJisilillClJls, unite th( 
labours of public instruction wilh monastic discipline. ln fact, 
Vallombrmm is both an abbey and a college, and in its latter 
capacity furnisbes an ('xccllt:ut :-c.:minary for the education of 
the l,'\ofrntinc youth of rank, many of whom wetc there at the 
time of OUT visit. 'lh~iT dress is a black gown, with a black 
L,-ollar... lined and t'dgcd wilh white: ,w:'"WITC present OIl 011(' of' 
thei r amuscm<:nts, whi('h wa:- the CIII('ifl or Imlloon, a game in 
great TI·put<· both in I udy and J'nw c(". 'fheir looks and man
ners seemed to display the advantages both physical and moral 
of the situatioQ. 

Bcfutc we take leave of these enchanting wilds. we may 
observe, that, as tlJ(:Y arc ~\Ip posed to han: furnished .Mi l
ton with the origil\ul of his Puradi~, so, bis, dt'scl'iption 
of Paradise is considered as the model of mudI'm parks. 
Others, it is true, choose to go farther lor the idea, and 
pretcl1d that it is borrowed from China. 1t might seem ex
traordinary, that a taste so simple and so natured should 
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have iaiJ dormant for !lO man y ag('S, if ('Xr~ri{'n('(' did not 
teadl us that ~illlpljcity, which' i~ the pcr/i't'tioll of art, is 
alwuys the last qllality which it aftlJins. TIl(' aucic-lIls had no 
notioll of the spe('ie'! of ganlc-II I am speaking of,' ,is appea rs 
frolJl Pliny's account of hi.., villas, ruund which we find .1'!1iJ(II.~ 

cm/("iw.~ ill p/ul"imlls .~f!fcil· .~. distillcfu.~qlle /iU,HI " " . pllhjmf.~ clii 

bestianflll (:tligic'.~ im'in 11/ ft(11"I'TSf/ .~ [)//lItS ill.~CI"iV~it " " . " . umbl(/a/io 

In·c.~sis 1'fll"il'fJIIC lo1l.~;s 1·i1·illilll/,~ iIlCIIl,~tf·" The lllocit'l"u'>, if \\'C may 
belic\"c Addison, were not iguorant or it ~ 'v ('n hdiwc his tim(', as 
tht' gardcn ':> hoth in France' and JtaJy were at th'll period la.id 
(Jilt, if his J('.~cl'ipfion be .'l('cnnttt', in t}wt artijicial l'udc'l/(',U 

which is now the charactcri<;tic 'i'atore of Engli~h park scencry1·. 
In fad, thi;, author hims('lf l11ay jllstJy be con!li<il'n'd :15 the 
f~llhcr of goocl ta~1l' in thi'i !"(':-oped, as the paper to which 1 
have allu<i('(l, {'ontain" thC' ti.ll1(lallll'nt.'lJ principII's of nrnallwntal 
gardcning H~ it is now pnwti,,\"d at home, and {'''('ll on tile COIl

t incnt 11llder tIl(' a ppcllat ion of t h(' J:lltt,lish sf.ll!f' . ]J ()W('vt'f, if WI" 

must gin.' thc creel it of the j1l\'Clltjon to a pod, ']'o.>"$() j<; lX'st 
entitled to it, nol. only h('f'<1l1se he furnislwci 1\1illol1 wilh some 
of tllc k'uding fl.'utul"t's of hi s dc:'-{ rip1 iOll, but 1x."'Ctiusc> he laid 
duwn the very lir~t principle of the art, and cfllllpris('u it in a 
very neat line with wbich he doses one of the most bcalltiful 
lan<hcupcs in .Ih '1IIida's garlien . 

L'Ar(<, ell<' lulto fa, nulln Ile sc()pre. 

Cant" XVI. 9. 

- ----- ---- - - ---- ------
• ],jb. v. EpiRt. tJ. t Sped. 414, 
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CHAP. IX. 

Jl:XCUJUiION TO CAMALPOLI, LAVr,RNfJ., AND 

i>lETRA. "'ALA.. 

ON the following day a temporary separation took place. 
Three of the party pfOCC('J~d; j(Hwards towards CamaJdvil, an
other celebrated solitude, and two Wt·rt~ under the necessity of 
returning to FI()rl'lIcc. For the; tollo\"lillg dC'sniptioli there
fore, both of Cama/doli, La1lt:rnia, and Pidra it l a/a, the reader 
iii indebted to OIlC of' the author's tdlow-travellcrs. 

The roud to Ca/JIalt/o/i winds round the DlotJJltaill that shelters 
V(/liomb,.o.WI on til(' north side, nnd then u('sc('nds into a little 
\'all, 'Y' In the middle of this valley on the very edge of it dccp 
dell stand,; a sequestered villn. buill by olle of til(' Medici , whell 
that family dcligh~1 occa~ionany in the c1as!oic~l pleasures of 
literary retirement. Though long forsakcli nnd lleg\cct('d it. COII_ 

tinued the property of the suvercign till lately, when it was sold 
to the Abbey of Vnllombrosa by the Grand Duke Leopold. 
From l4eecc we passed into a very beautiful part of the Fal 
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d' ArM II!faiorc, rich in tliat spl.':cit'~ of cultivated and lively 
scenery whIch grace~ the bunk!> of tIlt" AnlU. Some of it}, most 
striking leat urt:,> arc, the rUlIln! ca!:-tlt' of ROlJlmc seated Oll a 
knowl that risc!:> t'IH.:irclcd with trees III the middle of the plain; 
bchiud it, tile \ jll lgc~ of PUl'pi and Bihirlla ; and immediately 
below us, tlH: Illtic tun II of j'rato Jltxcltiu, wurered by tilt' A,'1w 
and illlbo~omni HI gardcll'i ami \jll eyard~. 1:'rom PnJto we 

J.x·guu to Il:.ccn<! a "t< '{'p Inll, allli eOlltinut'd to wlIld amidst 
barrell 1"01 h. !:o Ji)i' at lea'>t l:> ix Illiles. At lCllbrth Wt' arrived at 

Camulduli aoout three o'dock. 

('AM Al.DOLL 

The abut',.Y ~talld.., on tIl(' ba.n1. vt' 1l. torrent that murmur" 
through a va"Jh·y ~u rrollndcd...vY mountnin'!' towenng to a prodi
gious elevation, ,me! COH'r('U 10 111(" \TTy summit with ton'Sts. 
On th(: j;outh ltltle, tiLe \ alley e:xpand~, a mi tilC gloom of 
{o rNoL sccner)' i .. l>ortel }('(i bv an .tu rn'lIble intermIxture of lawn _ 0 

and dowu, notaltogcth(T ullhkc the varil'ti(", of .w Bn,gli.,h park. 
On tJle north, rj ~(,,, a. \'c<V slt'cp hill , "haded to thl' "IIJlltnit with 
lofty tirs; uv this (,lIlinenc(' we labOlll'cd lor a mile and a half, 
and then cuter('J th(' St1{p'o Eremo, or JI.O~'1 de.w,,.I. This her
mitage cOJ.l:.h.ts of' Lw('ulY-M'vctl man~IOIl", eal.:h the abode uf Oil!; 
monk, all un the same plan, taken ti'om tht: original rc~idt!ncc 

of SI. UOlllllold tlLC' ti:HUluer of lll(' ord<"r, winch is still pro.. 
.,crvt..-d by till' mOll k", :l~ tht: thatdl(·tJ l'uttaoe of HOll1ulus Wll'i ., 
by the Romans, with the grcutL"'-;t n ::m.'mtion. Each of thit'ic 
mansions conSISts of a lx'([-room, a !litting-room, a w()J'kmg
room, a little oratory, and a garden , all on a very l>lliall scale, 
and furnit,bi'd with the utmost plainness and siOlplicity. They 
are surroundt.-d by a wall, forming a general euclosle.. The 
inhabitants are taken from the <l.bbf.·y, and rcturu thither 
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after having pass('d t\\"O yean. in the s01itudc of the IJermitagf'. 
At prt"'Sent thew are four-al)d~twellty ollly. 'J'hc abhot alwa)'s 
1'(~jdes among fhem, and goverus the monastery helaw hy a 
delegate call1'(\ the PriQI'. The life of thes(' hermits is unusually 
austere amI mortified. Their diet cOllsis ts <-'ntirdy of "egc tabJcs 
and eggs, as meat is utt('r\y prohihi trd. Un Frida,Ys thl''y con
fine their repasts to bread and wakr. In SU lnU)(' )', out of re
gard, it seems, tu the I .. ~~'ni al influence of til!' seao.;OIl that lIlust 
naturally im'itl' to social cojoynwnls, lbe hermit s are alk,wetl to 
COil verst: togt>th~'r at cert;. ill ~talt'd hou rs tim'c d a)'~ .ill the week. 
In winter, II he ll the gloom of the w(,ather Olml tIll' horrors uf the 
surround ing wi lds art' suppo,>ed to he lIlore 1;II'Otll'abll~ to lIlt'tli
tatinll, this ind ulgcHec , is l'tJlltitJu) to t\\"o da.\s, 'I'hcscaustcri
tics arc peculiar to the inhahi hm h or tilt' SOf.{ I'O f:rl' I1W, and do 
not extend to the mon:lstt'f.". The Churl'll or the Erf'mo is ex
tremely Ilcat, aud tbe sac-rist., ado, n~'d with 1'1)[1\(' ex('cllent paint~ 
ings. Th(' library containo.; !HIt 0111.'1' rel igious and .ast'cti cak 
works, which an ' sddom w.m!ill!:; in such estahli .,IIIIH'llt ", but il . 

w'ry good colh'ction of g{,lwr.al literature" The ~ lIuu tjon is 
extrelHdy gra nd and roman tic; in the midst of crag~y HlOllll

taiu", .md <llmost impc ndrabk lim'sts of tirs, it i:-. t'1 t'l"Imlly ( '11-

\"eloped in that holy gloom so congeni al to the spirit of mou<Jstic 
inst itutioll, :.I ud so wdl calculated to iutilse into the most clissj~ 
pat.cd minds "Sentiments of religious melancholy. 

Not 1:lr frtlm the Er('ll/fJ, the Apennines attain th~ir high('st 
elel'ation, and exhibi t at onee a vir-w of the A ,lrialir and 
7:1/rrl' ('lIc :-.eas. We did nut, bowc,"er, asccnd, <IS the hrat of the 
weather:lt this !>t'ason renders the horizon too huxy 10r extrusive 
prospc.ob;:· hut WiWll evening' approached we retnrncd to the ab
bey, "Ju:re we found a Vt'l"y good supper prepared for us by the 
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attention of the Fadre ,}loreN/I!rajo, to wLom we had particular 
Jetters of reconllnendi:l.tiou. The prior himself also honoured us 
with his company, so that we were OJ1 tbe whole provided with 
good fare and excellent cOIlH'.nation. 

We were informed \.ly the Prior, that the abbey was founded 
by a. Calabrian anchorct, calk-d. St. RAmumld, who having 
sought in vain lin' pt~ rlccl solitude in many parts of Italy, at 
length settled himself in the rugged desert of CamaWQli, in the 
beginning of the eleventh century. Here, with a few C()Ulpa~ 
nions, he re\,j\cd or rather augmented the primjtive nusterity of 
the Bencdictill Order, int.ennixcd with its Tulte' some portion of 
the eremitical lift,. and in slwr! laid the toundation of the co&
gregation Cl.dled, from its priucipalulOna£itcry, Camaldult'.1lJ1i6oc 
Camuldolelie. As SI. Romuo(d 1In .. '(\ to the advanct"d age of a 
hundn-d and tWCIlt.r, and cnjoy,,>d it high reputatWn fOr sanctity 
and wisdom, he may he supposed to have lcft his monastery in a 
very tiourisbiug condition <it his death. It has now continued 
for the space of lU:~arly eight cen turies, Wjtll httle relaxatioll 10 
its rules and few \'icissitudes in its furl Uh06 . 

T here is something ('xtremcJy striking in the duration oi' thelic 
mona~tic establi:.ltmell l ... -kingdoms ano (·mpirc:. ri~e and fall 
around them-govcrnmcnt .. ehallge-dynastil:s iouri~h and fade 
-manners and dn'ljscs aha', :md evcn languages corrupt ami 
evaporate, EIltt'l' the gdtes of Camll/do/i. or Jfullte CassinQ-the 
torrent of time SLauds still- you arc transported back to the 
sixth or the tenth centur.Y- You sec the manllers and habits, awl 
hear the language of those distant periods-you ronv(.'T$C witb 
another race of bcin~. \Walter-able jn thcmselve. lbopgb plact'J 
8.Illoog lDQrtali~ as if appoiutt:d to observe aud record tlJe 
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vicissitudes from which they arc' exempt. Hitllerto these rna.. 
n\UneDt~ of ancient times and pust generations have been pillced 
above the reach of that mortnJity. to which all the other works 
and institutions of man arc subjt!ct; but is not the ternl of their 
existence at hand ? or are they destined to survivt: the tempest 
that now scowls over Europe. and w}lf'r~ it tails, Ic\'ds all that 
is great and venerable in the dust ? 

The number of monks at the Abbey of Cumolrh)/i is about 
forty, of whom tell ouly lIrc in priest's orders: though not. 
ohligcd to the silence or {',l/ro -fa,t/;; of their hrethren in the her
mitage, tht,y !('ad a mure austere life than other H~·Ilf'dictins. 
They arise a little at1('1" midnight, or rather about onc in the 
morning, It practice not ullcommon in TC'ligiom, orders, nor 
difficult to persons who sleep in the aftenlOon anci retire to rest 
early; I might, perfmps, add , pleasant 111 a country where thc 
morning is so delightful and so glorious. In winter indeed. 
which in th("sc elevated region .. of the Aptn1jillcS is long and in
tenscly cold, this practice mu~t be very irksome, and may justly 
bt! considen~d as OIl{' ui'their s<~"crt.'St duties. Hut in all seasons, 
at ~uch an hour and ill such solitudes, the deep tOl1(.'S of tlle 
beUs, the chant of the dloir, and the rulness of the OTt-tail, 
must bt most solemn and imprcssi\'(~. 

The dress of the Call1(lldnic,\'f! is whitt:', but ill Conn the same 
as tbat worll hy !Jle Bcncdictins ill general, that is, a Cl.lss()ck, a 
scapulary, a hooa, and in the church Ii ('owl or long robe, with 
white sl(;'C"cs. 

The abbey enjoys a considerable income, derived principally 
from its forests, which supply the port of Leg/torn with tirs for 


