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find that the nations the south and the tribes of the north, 
Phenicians Trqjans and G"eeks, Gauls Goths and Vandals; and in 
more odern times, that Spanim'ds F,'ellch and Austrians, have 
invaded, subdued, or ravaged its se"'eral provinces in their turns 
with various success, and with very different consequences. The 
Phenicians established themselve in Etrul'ia: the Greeks princi
pally occupied the southern proviuccs: the Trojans fixed them
sch1es in Latium, the heart and centre of the country; and the 
Celtic tribes seized the fertile territories extending along the 
banks of the Po, and stretching from the ALps to the Apennines. 
The Phenicians and Greeks brought with them their arts and 
sciences, established flourishing cities, and laid the foundations of 
the future glory and prosperity of the country. The barbarians 
of the north never passed their frozen barriers without bringing 
devastation and ruin in their train. If they roade a transient 
incursion, like a tempest they swept away every thing within 
their range of havoc; if they settled, they lay like an army of 
locusts, a dead weight on the soil, and ages passed over their 
iron generations before they were softened into civilization and 
humanity. To the Trojans was reserved the nobler lot of esta, 
blishing the Roman power, of taming and breaking the fierce 
spirit of the northern savages, of carrying the arts and sciences 
of the southern colonists to the highest degree of perfection, of 
uniting the strength, the genius, the powers of Italy in one 
centre, and of melting down the whole into one "ast mass of 
interest and empire. 

Previous to the establishmen of the Roman sovereignty, 
Italy, though independent and free, was weak because divided 
into petty states, and incapable not only of conquest, but 
even of long and successful defence. Dwing tbc era of Roman 
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glory, Italy united under one bead ,nd directed by one 
principle, displnyed talents find energie.'1 which fllitonished 
and subdued the U Diverse, and turnishc-d the hriglJt.est cXP 
ample!! of virtue llnd courage. of wisdom and of 5UCCC!i! that 
emblazon the pages of history. After the toll of the empire, 
Italy was again divided and ag~n weakelled. frequently invaded 
with success, and rCJX'atcdly insulted with impunity. TIl(' 
Velletialls, it is true, rose to it high degree of prl--<'mineuC(' 
and com,idcratioll; but they retained even in their greatness tilt' 
spirit of a petty republic, and alive to their OWIJ. but indifferent 
to the general inkn!st, they too oftell conspired a.'fdinst tbeir 
COllllllon country, and to further tbeir own projl'Ch, abetted 
the cause of its opprCSl!Ofs. The so\·crdgn Pontiff Ii ulone !teem 
to haye inherited the spirit of the Romans, and like them to 
have kept their eyes cver fhed. on one grand Objec4 us long liaS it. 
llttainmellt seemed poshible; that object was the expulsion of 
the barbaria1u and the annihilation of all foreign influence in Italy. 
They have failed, though more tha.n once on the very poillt 
of succcss, and their failure, as was torcfleen, hafl at length letl 
Italy at the disposal of one of the most insulting and wantonly 
mischicvow nations that ever invaded its fair domains. What 
lila), be the duration, or what the conscquenc()S of the present 
depcndcnt and dt.:graded flwte of that country, it is difficult to 
conjt'Cturc; but should it tefJ;uinat.e in the union uf all ib pro.· 
vinces under one active government leated in Romc, (and there 
is at least a p<JlIsibiJity that such may be the resdlt,) such ali 
event would compensate all itli past sufferings. and place it once 
more within tllt~ rt.:ach uf independence, of empire, and of renown. 
The power which the preteot sovereign of Italy und of ]~ra.l)(x\ 
e,ljoJ5.. is peculiarly hi. own; and like that of Charlemagbc. will 

.Jl.robab1y be w"",,", from the grasp of Ill, f<CbJc .00""""0 .... 
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Whoever then becomes master of Italy, if he should poss('!S 

abilitie5, will find all the materials of greatness ready for 
his use; an lta1ian army. a rich territory, no immense popu
lation, and a national character bold, penetrating. calm, and 
peNicvering; with such means at his command he may dc(y all 
foreign power or influence, pcrhlilPS ~tRnd up the riral of Franel" 
and share with the Rriti·lil monarch, the glory of being the 
umpire altl the defender of l ':l1ropc, No country in reality is 
hetter calculated to oppose tht, gigantic pridt> of France lhan 
Italy; strong in its natuml situation, big with resources, magna 
lJarell$ jrllgum, 1IIag Na virum, U:cming with riches and crowded 
with inhabitant!', the natural mistress of the Meditfrrallfl11l, 
she might blockade the porlo;, or pour her legions on the opeD 
coast of her adversary at pleasure, and baffle her favourite> 
projects of southern conquest, with ease tmd certu.inty. 

But the fate of I~'lly, and indeed of F,urope, hangs still un· 
certain and undecided; nor io; it g:iven tn human sagacity to divine 
the permanent consequence'll that win follow the grand re
volution~ which havc, during the last fift('cn ycar". ('()O\'ulsed 
the political !lystem. To tnrn, therefore, from dubious con· 
jcctUf<:S about futurity to observations on the p1.lst; Liberty, 
which has seJdom visited tiny country morc than once, and 
many not Ilt all, has twice smiled on Italy, and during many a 
bappy age covered her fertile surface with republics, bold, ffcf>, 
aDd indeper'ident. Such were the Sabine8, Latim, VOi8ci, Sam~ 
;tile., lDoet of the Etrurian tribes, and aJl the Greek colonies, 
pre"tiQl.l! to the era of Roman preponderance; and such the 
State!J of Sitna, PiM, Plurtnce, Lucca, Genoa, and "ariee, that 
I'O!e out of the ruins of the empire, flourished in the midst of bar
barism, and transmitted the principle5 and the spirit of aile*" 
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liberty down to modern times. Of th~r. commonwealths, 
some werc equal, and two were superior, in power policy Dnd 
duration, to the proudest republics of Urcccc, not cxc('pting 
Lacerif1JlOII and Athens; and like them enjoyed the umied privj. 
h~ge of producing poets and hist()rian~ to record and to illustrate' 
their iustitutions lmo achic\'clll('q,tS. The reader, who peruses these 
records. will npplaud the spirit of liberty a~ld patriotism that 
;lnimuted allllo~l all the Italian republics during th~)criods to 
wllich 1 allude, and he will admire the opulence and·pro~pcrity 
Ilmt (l('{'ompnnicd aud n :wardeo that spirit, as well as the geniu!I 
uul! the taif'lll" that seemed to wait upon it, or to start up .in
stantanrous at its command. 

While contemplating the splendid exhibition of the virluc,. 
and POW(!I'S of the human mind, called into action ami perfi·cted 

in thcse latter as in tho:,c morc ancient com mOll wealths of 
Grc(>cc and Hom!', thc candid rcader will perhaps lCei himself 
disp()S('d to question that gralld axiom of politician .. , that 
mona.rch)" whcn lodgcd in the hand~ of a perfe·ctly wise and 
good princc. is the be .. t mode of gm·cTllmcnt. ]f peace, secu
rity. nod trallt"]uiJlilJ, w('n' th e:: sale orcreo the principal objrcts 
nfthe human llIind in the present state of existence, such a posi
tion might be tI"U(>; and in admitting its truth, man Olust resign his 
dignity, alld sacrilicl' the powers and the accomplishments of his 
nature to pase and to indolence. Dnt the iutention 'Of Providence 
:,ecms to be \"t'ry different. He has bcstOWlxi upob man great 
intellect-ual powers, and endowed him with wonderful energies 
tlf soul, and his 'Viii must he', that these powers and encr
,!;ics should be put forth. and developed and matured by 
('x('rtion. Now, the more perfect the monarchy, the lcsf OCCQ

~ion th('1'(, is li)r the talents and exertions of subjects. The! 
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wisdom. of the prince pervades every branch of administm. 
tiou and extends to every corner of the empire; it rcmcdiCi 
every disorder, and provides for every contingency: the subjcx,t 
has nothing to do but to enjoy, and to applaud the vigilance 
aDd for~ight of his sovereign. That a slate so go"'crned is very 
delightful in description. and vel': prosperous in reality,l admit; 
but what arc its fruits, and what the fl.:sult of its prosperity? 
Ease, or jIlther ;ndoJencc, pride, and luxury. No manly 
talents rip~. no rough hardy "irtnes prosper UUdt'f its influ
cnce. Look at the Roman empire under Trajan and the An
ton~es, the most accompliihed prjnces that have ever adornt.-d Ii 

throne, whose era is represented by Gibbou..as wfl6tituting the 
happiest period of human history. Peace, jIJrtice, and order, 
reigned, it is true, in c\'cry province, and ~" rccejved 

el'ery day additional embellishments. 

Mollia 8eCune pcragcbant olia geDte,. O'lJid. 

But what great men arose to distinguish and immortalillt' 
this age of happiness? The two Plinys, Tacitus, and Suetl).. 
nius. Look 'next at the great republic in tht:: dilYS of Cicero, 
when jarring f<'ctions and clashing intorcsts roused every pallion, 
and awakened every energy: wben every virtue and every vi ce 
stood in array and struggled for the mastery. Sec, what talents 
were displayed! what; genius blazed! what noble characters 
arose on all sides! Lucrctiu~ Sallust, Cato, Pompey, Cicero, 
and Cresar, al1 sprang up in thc nlidst of public fennentation, 
aDd owe their virtUe!, their acquirements, and their fame to the 
stormy vicissitudes 'of a popu1ar government. Bl'hold again the 
glories of the AugustaB age. all a .plendid redection of the set
tiug IUn.-of liberty. Virgil, Horace,lWd Titus Livius, were nursed, 
educated. and formed uoder tbe JlA>public; t1",y,peak its lolty 

vol. II. S]I 



lanpgt, and breathe in 'f!ftfry page its and ~8II'" 
sentiments. Let us again tum to the Ita· Ita. a 

for many ages, indeed almost ever since the time of Cresar, 
n under the swa a monarch; Florence, for maDY a cell· ' 

tury, and in reali the ixteeoth, was a republic. How 
unproductive in genius is aples; how exuberant Florence! 

In pursuing these observations r am tempted go a tep 
farther, and to infer from the great prosperit.y of the Italian, as 
well a8 of the ancient Grecian republics, that small territories 
are better calcuJated ror happiness and for liberty than ex ive 
empjres. Almost I the great townS in Italy, particularly on 
the coasts' the northern provinces, have in their turns 
been . during the era of their independence, 

the form of their internal government, have 
eniov~~~~~riitl.uliLl8hare of opulence, consideration, and public 
felicity. Verona, and ictnza, owe aft their magni
ficence to their governors or to their senate, du ing that period; 
since their subjection or annexation ro greater states, they have 
bt eir population and riches, aod seem to subsist on the scanty 
remain$ of their forOler prosperity. 

Sienna and PUa could once count each a hundred thousand in
habitants, and though tbeiT territories scarce extended tea miles 
uollDd their walls, yet their opulence enabled them to ereet edi
fices that would do honour to the richest monuchies. These 
cities yielded in time to the prevailing inftueoce 9f their rival 
1'ltwence, aDd under its Du withered away into eecoJldar.y 
toWDI; while th . r wide circwnference, stately treetl, aod I81Ut'Ide 

edifices daily remind the few ecattereci in of 
greatnej;l aod of the glory of their aucestora. 



• 

Lucca stin retaioa its 'indepenaence ·~.'Jifl!l"~.YRtlt 
them its full population, its opulence, f4U'mo 
ADd Modena possess the latter advantages because indepen~ t, 
but iu an inferior degree comparatively, ~ause not fl'ee. 0-

logna is, (I am afraid I may now say, ,",,,) st flourishing 
city, though aonaed to the papal terrim ~ use though 
nominally subject to the pontiff, it is govemed by its own ma
gistrates, I"d enj6ys almost all the benefits of actual iudo-
pendeoce. 

These petty states, it is true, were agitated by factions at 
ho~eJ and engageil in perpetual warfare abroad j but their civic 
tempests and foreign hostilities, like the feuds and the contests 
of the ancient Greeks, seem W uced more good than 
evil. They seldom' pr in destruction; while 
they never failed to give 0 the public mind, 
and to call forth in the spark of virtue and 
of genius. It may, perhaps. that such petty states 
are too much exposed to , and are incapable of 
opposing a long and an effectual resistanco to a powerful in
vader; and the fate of Italy itself may be produced as an in~tance 
of the misery and desolation, to which a country is exposed wbcn 
di;vi.ded, aDd subdivided into so many little independent com
munities. It may indeed be difficult for such states to 
preserve their independence at a time like the present, when 
two or three overgrown Bowers dictate to the rest of Europe, 
aad when great masses are necessary to resist the impetus of 

c;h pref)Quderant agents. But I know not whether a sort 
,~~I&, ~1MII'l1it like that of Saitzultmd (for Switzerland lost 

bocauIe ,ubdivided but because ellervated); 
S II 2 
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~1)JeC:tlOn" like that of the Greeks to 
1 t01Vn~ to the 

n repu the common cause required them to unite 
a act as one body, (while at other times each state enjoyed 1ts 
own Jaws and at overned by its own magistrates, UDder the 
honourable a 'on of Socii:) I know not whether such a 
conditional and . ified submission would ~ be adequate to aU 
tbe purposes of defence, and even of conqu t in general, with. 
out subverting the independence, . or checking the prosperity of 
any state in particular. 

---Sic fortis EtAria crevit : 
Scilicet et rerum .facta est pulcberrima Roma. 

history of Italy in one short 
observation: no the subject or the theatre 
of so many wan, portion or a longer 
dmation of liberty, forms of government, or 
given birth to so many empires and republics. 
Virgil seems, therefore, not to have described its past, but 
explored its future d~tini.es, when comprising in four emphatic 
words its eventful annals, he represents it as, 

Gravidam imperii&, belloque lrementelB. 
iE.ndn. S. 

UNGU~G. AND ·L1TZIU.TI1&B 01' MODElLN IT.A,L:Y. 

IV. That a cOuntry subject to so manyvicissitud8a, colo
niRd by so many different tribes, and cODvulaed by 10 many . 
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destructive revolutions, should have not only varied its dialects 
but sometimes to Uy changed it!J idiolll, must appear natural 
and almost inevitable: we are only surprized when we find that 
in opposition to the influence of so m y causes, Italy has re
tained, for so long a series of ages, so much of one language~ 
and preserved amidst the influx of SO many barbarous nations 
uttering such discordant jargons, the fu1l harmonious sounds of 
its nati,re :r.a,tin. I have elsewhere made some observations on 
the origin and progress of this language-, and need only add to 
them, that it remained long in a state of infancy and imperfec
tiOI\; that, in the short space of one hundred and fiftJr or two 
hundred years, it passed rapidly to the bjgh~ rqfinement; and 
that in the days of Cicero and Virgil, it w 9Dmpared by the 
partial Romans, and not without some a of reason, 
for copiousness, grace, and majesty, to the perfect of hu-
man dialects, the lauguage of Plato and of Demosthenes. Its 
decline was as rapid as its progress. The same century may e 
said to- have witnessed its perfection aqd its decay. The causes 
that produced this decay continued to operate during ten or 
even twelve centuries with increasing activity, during wpich 
Latin was first corrupted, and then repolished and softened into 
modern Italian. When this change took place, by what causes 
it was effected, or, in other words, when and from what the Italian 
language originated, has been a matter of much curious research 
and long discussion among the learned in Italy; and where 
the mOat eminent natIfe critics differ, it would be presumption 
in a mipr to decide. As to the precise period when pure 

. - Vol. II. C..,. X. 
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Latin eeaIed tn.be spoken it would indeed be useless to ibquiret 

because impossible to discover. Languages are improved and 
corrupted, formed and lost almost imperceptibly: the chaqse 
in them, 88 in the works of nature, though daily carried on. 
becomes observable only at distant riods, while the intenne
diate gradations are too nice to ex te observation. Gibbon, 
who might have been expected to enlarge upon a poibt 80 inte
resting in itself and so intimately connected with hi, subject as 
the fate of the Latin language, has only mentioned in general 
terms and without any allusion to the time, its entire cessation 
as a living tongue. For want of b~tter information on Ibis 
point, the following observations may, perhaps, be a~eptable. 

The Lan stripped indeed of its elegance, but sti1l 
grammatical uine, survived the invasion and expulsion 
of the Goths, and continued to be spoken in Rome in the be-
gilUling of the seventh century. That 'it wall spoken under 
Theodoric and his succea.eol'l appea1"8 evident from their laws, 
regulations, and letters in C8.I8iodorus. In one of these letters, 
Thtodahatus, then king of Italy, speaking of the language of 
Ronie, says-" Homa tradit eloquium quo suamus niAiI auditur-." 
After the long and most destructive war which terminated in 
the expulsion of the Goths, we find Gregory the Great, in tile 
beginuing of the seventh century, delivering his instructions to 
bis Sock in Latin, and in a style far more fluent and correct 
than Cassiodorus, who preceded him by more than fiftyyean. 
It is to be remembered, lbat tIteee instructions were not learned 

• ea.. lib. s. _po 1. 
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harangues, ad clerum, . but familial' 
people on Sundays and holidays, 
guage best understood by those to whom ~"""" .'_,'" d:IJ'P.f'~tP.rl 

w! aware, that Forneriu8 asserts i~ a note on the epistle of 
Theodahatus, which I have quoted above, that he himself had 
seen a deed drawn up at Rav.enna in reign of Just~nian, 
in the language of modern ItJtlia':ls; eo sermone quo ffUlgllS 
Itali(l! nunc utitur; but whatever may be the genuineness of such 
an instrument or deed, it is evident, from the expression of the 
king which I have cited, that such could not hav~ been the 
language of Rome at that era. 

From thea time of Gregory the Great to the restoration of the 
western empire, threatened, was 
.never taken by the any other barbarians, 
nor is there any extraordinary influx 
of stranger!! flowed into We may therefore 
conclude, that, excepting of barbarism in a 
dark and distracted age. the unaltered, espe-
,cially as aU the public and private documents that have been 
transmitted to us from the intervening period arc aU dra'\fn up 
in regular grammatical Latin. We may, I believe, on the same 
or similar reasons, ground an inference, that the same language 
though more corrupted still continued in use during the ninth, 
tenth, and even eleventh centuries. In fact, aU the sermons, 
letters, docwuents, and inscription, of this era are all Latin, 
~ore or J,ess corrupt, according to the profession and the infor
mation of the writer. 

t, while I repreBeDt Latin as the language of the higher 
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mlllUllity. so b,.te .. 
mean to as rt tlIat the lawer clusel, 

. 1Dtr,Y, spoke a dialect so regular and cor
.t; and I am aware tb.at at a much earlier period the 
and grammatical 1 guage of the c1assics was not even under.-
stood by the co people, at t in the transalpine ~ 
vinces. In the counell of Tours, Anno 613, the clergy 
are required te e~plain or to translate their sermons into RusticGIII 
~allam liaguam; and in Fontanini we find the form of a 
solemn engagement between Charles the Bald king of France, 
and Lewis of Getmany, in the year 842, in that )angua~ or 
rather jargon very different indeed from Latin j but we can" ]y 
j~er from hence, that beyond the Alps tile progress f barbarism 
was far m rapid than in late as the twelfth 
century, we find a the country, and 
crying out as he went latulotu, hi 
pqtre, lu FilJu, lu still retaiDed ill 
the Sicilian and 'V taken f:toro the 
vulgar tongue, and still very intelligible to a 
Roman j at all events, this language and in eed modern Italian 
was long honoured with the appelJation of Lingua Romana and 
Lotisa. 

From these observations, I think we may at least conclu.de, 
that no new Janguage was introduced into Italy any of 
invading tribes·. Odoacer aDd the Heruli were masters of 

I 11 • 
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Italy during the space of seventeen years only, a time too short 
to influence the language of a whole country. Theodoric and 
his Goths probably spoke Latin. They had 'long been in tbe 
ser Ice of the empire, and many, perhaps most of them, had, 
been nursed and educated in its schopls and legions. BesideS, 
they were collected in an 'tlrm] and not numerous enough to 
produce such a re,'olution as a change of language over a 
country so extensive; to which may be adde , that their' 
veneration for the Roman name was such, that, in order to 
conceal their barbarism, they endeavoured to adopt the Ian. 
guage, manners, and dr S!i of a people so far superior to 
thenl. · Moreover, their reign did not exceed the narrow limits 
of sixty years, after which, dtiling the course of a long 
and bloody war, they were almost exterminated by Bclisa
rius and by Narses. The Lombards entered Italy soon after 
the expulsion of the Goths, and remained there for the space of 
two hundred years; but their influence was confined principally 
J,o the northern provinces, and consequently neither extended to 
Rome, nor to the greater part of the south: ansi they also, like the 

defeated and slain by Theodoric king of the Goths, itt 493. The Goths were, in 
their turn, expelled in 553. The Lombards under Alboin invaded Italy, and 
made themselves maiters of the northern provinces in the year 569,and their king
dom was destroyed in the year 774. The Saracens visited it, for tile first time, in 
the year8W, and the Normans in 1016. A considerable number of Vandals were 
i'f'Oduced by Beusariu8 into Italy, after the conquest of Africa, as was a whole co
lony ofBulgariaos at a later period, to culti vate its provinc~epopulated by the "ar. 
Of these latter colonies i~ was observed by contemporary writers, that they 800ft 

equalled the Dative Itali II in the purity and correctnesa of their language. 
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-Goths, eem, as appears from their laW'S, to have adopted the 
language of Italy, and whatever share they might ha e had in . 
corrupting it, most undoubtedly they 'did not attempt to 6uWti. 
tute any other in its place. The transient.. visit of the French 
and German Cresars, the predatory incursions of the Saracem, 
and the setttemen of some bands of orman adventurers, were 
inadequate , to produce the effect in question, nor call we pos
sibly attrib te a ' change, slow and so extensive a~ the 
luppression or formation of a language, to causes so ooDfined in 
their continuance alId operation. To these observations, we 
may add one more of great importan<:e on the snbject, whi b is~ 
tlw.t there is not the ieast blance between the lilnguao s of 
Italy an the dialects of t e various tribes which I have men
tioned, as far as these dialects are known to us; that the former 
is peculiarly soft and harmonious, all the latter rough and discor
dant; and consequently we may conclude, that Italian doe!t neit 
owe its origin to barbarians, and farther, that its intI'oduetion 
was gradual, and' the operation, not of one, but of many sue 
ceeding ages. 

But it may be stiJ1 asked, whence does Italian derive its 
origin? May not Italian derive its origin from th orruption 
of the Latilllanguage, the causes of which began to operat.80 ' 
early as the era of Julius Coosar, and continued till the twelfth 
ce tury, when the modern dialect first assumed a regular and 
grammatical fonn. These causes were, first, the weat inftux of 
provincials into Rome. Cmsar, to strengthen his ty, brOO8 
Beu:ralaoble!ia.u¥ who b.d at bed ibem8eJves t ht.. Mrtunes 
inte uJy, ~aised them 00 various dignities"and perhaps intro
duced 801fte of them into the senate itself~en thinned by the 
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civil war and its consequences·. This evil increased after the 
extinction of the Julian line, when the gOll mors, and often. 
times the natives of distant provinces educated in the midst of 
so er~, and unacquainted with the refinements of the capital, 
were promoted to the fir t stations, and not unfrequently raised 
to the imperial dignity itself. It re.ached a mqst alarming pitch 
in the time of Djoc1etian, and continued from that period to th 
downfal of tho western empire, fJling all the om es of state, 
crowding the l~gions, and degrading the throne itself, by the 
introduction and the usurpation of barbarians. The influence of 
these intruders upon the R..omau idiom, may be tf'aced through 
Lue Seneca, and MJ1J'titLI, to Ammianus Marce)]jnus aDd 
to S~vian, 

Secondly, the introdoction of colloquial and oftentimes l'USliic 
pronunciation into the atyle of the higher classes, as wen aN 

into regular compositiol! or writing. The suppression of final 
fetters, such as s1' and m, was, we know, common in ordinary 

:y , 

, 
• The <;oncourse of strangers was so great about this period, that Cl2sar, t~ 

enable them to share the public amusements with which he ente~taioed the Roman 
people, had 8 acted in alilanguages.-Suet. Diu. Jul. Cres. 89. . 

'. 
C8bftuxerunt eoim, says Cicero about the SQvze tinw, multi inquinate loquentel 

ell: divel'llislocis.-De Clar. Drat. 

t Quin eHam quodjam 8ubrusticum videtur, oWn autem politi us, eorum vel'· 
borum, qllorum ell!dem erant postremlll dme, qwe Bunt in optumus, postremam 
lItt,ram detrahebaDt, nisi voealis iosequebatur. Ita nOli erat offcnsio in verllibus, 
quam DUnc flJ!.?iunt poetle novi. Ita enim loquebamur: 

Qrti ert om. princeps. Non, omni1Jw prlncepl. Et 

Vilcfllld dignu locoqNe. Non dip"'. 
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coDversation nnd in light compositions, and was probably, on ac
count of the }cugUfand solelllnity of the full smmd,aimost univer
sal in the provinces lind in the country. In the latter c1a .... s, the 
custom of uniting a word terminating ill a vowel, with the follcH\'
iug word b('.~inningwith aile, as well as all indi&tinct pronunciation 
of l 'OWe)); and conlOnallls of similar sounds, was noticed by Cicero. 
Tbese elisions were very ancient, and probably remained amoug 
the peasantry when giv(,1l \lr~ by the morc polished inlmhitants 
of the Capital. In fact, fl'Om the in&rription on the rostral 
pillar, ant! the epitaph of tile Scipios, we find that the", and ~ 
were ancieotly !'>uppr('!;sed, even in writing-; that tlw b a nd the i\ 
the C lind th(~ i, were used indiscriminately, ami that thc"'~wa~ 
generally (.'mployed insteadCl8r /l. In an illiterate age. when 
few kllm; how to read or write, and such were the <tges tlldt 
followed the tall of the Homan Empire, the pronullciation of 
the lower class generally becomes that of the community at 

. 
Cicero had ollservt'd a liule lIt·fore, that tbe u&t' of the a8pira!(' wa~ milch leAA' 

common anciently than it W illi in hi, time, !lnd that Ih!" early ltO"H,"~ wert· ae<:us
torned to pronounce Ceteg08, Iriumpos, Cartaginem;~c. that is liS th[' modern 
Italian. (Orator 4f1). The more frequent use of the aspirete was prooobl.y derived 
from Ib(' Greek pronnnciation, which began to influ<mce R.omau ~ocution about 
thai p<"riod.-Cic. b Cl"rn Orol. 74 . • 

Thl' ~r\"11tion~ of Quilltilian upon the .'i and the .!If are eurious; 
lJ.:terulll COlllK>nante;; quoque ewqm' pnecipue qUI\! ~unt a9pt'riores in oolnmffl.. 

Rum "orborum rilClinhU" . . . .. . .. quIP fuit c:(usa el Servin OIUbtrahen<b:, 
S, litl'lil' quolH'" Illtima cssct alinque consonantI' sU!lCipcretur. Quod rcprchendit 
Lourllni,,~, Mes..ala dclemiit. Nam neque Lucili\lm putant !Iti eadem Illtillia cum 
dicit .o;;cr~nw fuil el dignu' Wco,. quinetiam Cicero in Oralorc plur"f'S antiquorlun 
tTlldit "IIic loclIlO!o indf' Belligcrarf, po' mmdirm. 1:t ilia ~ensol"ii Catonia Die' 
banc; aeque', m, litl'ra in I' DloUita. Quse in veleribus1ibril'repcrta mutare impe
riti solent et dum librarioruttl inacientiam i.naectari "!UDt, luam confitentur.
Quiltli/.lib.11. 
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large, and at k'll .~th acquire!. nllthority by lime and prt'
scriptiou. 

Anoth~'r {"(H1:,(' . s,imilar and con.omitant, was the ignorance 
of orthography, Till : drcudful Hnd ocstructi\'c wars that 
preceded and {(Jllowcd that di"a~trou!; event. susfK~nded all 
literary p\ll'~uil!., dis~ol\"ed all sciJO(}]s and scmilluriC'S, ami 
deprived for ap,t.'S the illhab"'l.nl~ of Jlaiy of nhnO'lt all 
means of in ':i trllction, llook~ weI'(' rare, alltl readers ~till 

rarer; pronunciation was abandoned to the regulation of tIn
ear only , and lhe CHI' was unguided hy knowledge', lind de
prIVed by barbarous dis:-:onanec, We llIay ('asil), gUl'S" how a 
Janguag(' mu~t be di"figurcd wh~llUS .giH']] up to the manage
nU.:llt of' ignoranct', when we ()L~en'e how our o\vn s(' rnlllls 
and PC311<LlltS spdl the commoncsl words of their natin" tongue. 
cven though in their illhtncy tll(,y lIlay have learncd at least 
the dcmenG of rcadiua lJ1ld spelling /If. 

Among these callS,--"'!' wc may perhaps number the tal~c 

refincmt'llts of thcllltalians thcmsdrcs; und it is highly prohabl(', . . 
as the learned Maffei conjecture!>, that the unparo.lJdcd dlt·
mina('y 0{ thc Homans dllring the S('cond, third, and fourth ccn-

• To tile ignoranl"e or orthography w(' may attribute haIr th(' corruption or Iht' 
Latin languagt': lll"nce thl' df'graliation or the Cal'itolium iulo ('am1ndoglio, tliC" 
Portico or CailU anil LUl.;'I~ (Caii ct ],ucii) into fJalll/('('iv ; hence the DuMa Gnl· 
lorum booolme Porlo Gallo , the Cloocn, Cllim:khu, Viileo, Vrggo, HoiIi{', UKtP, 
&c. &c.. &c. 

Tbe most ma91 change took place not in tile sound but in the IICllo;e ur tht> 
"tt'ordli, though it" dificult to conceive how it could hn~·e been ejf,·ctl'u. Tllll~, 
laxare to I()OI;CD, unbin'l, has become /a,ciare to let go, to let in general ; c.a\'are to 
Itollow, illdent, i8 now to take, to draft'. MorbidUII, siciJy, morbid, morbitio,bOi"I, &e. 
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turies. might have cdended itself t'.veu to their I/:l.nguage. muJ~ 
tiplied its smoother sounds, retrenched some of its rougher 
combinations, and turned many of its manly and majes
tic doses by COllsonants into the easier tli-HV of vowel ter
minations. In fact, no circumstance retalivc to the Italian 
languago is so silllUlar and so unaccountable as its .;ofillt:SS. 

The intlueucc of the peasantry of the country, as well as that 
of the lwrthern barbarians, Inu4t have tcnJcd, it would seem, to 
ulllune the language and fill it with jarring and discordant 
sounds; yet.lC \"Cry reverse has happened, and the alteration 
has. Qoen conducted as jf under the management of an acade.~, 

employed II)f the expre.s purpose of rendering the uttcl'a'C;e 
distinct and cas),. as well as soft and musical. Thus the termi
nation of 11f, so often recurring in Latin, wat:i supposed to have 
a bt:tlQ""il1g stlUlld, and indeed Cicero calls it mugientem iitteram; 
the sag-din was heard to hiss too often at the end or words; us 
t closing the third person was considered as too short and 
smart fo/' a concluding letter,; they were all three suppressed. 
Ct, pi, tr, h~e somewhat indistinct as well as harsh ill the ut
terance; 'he first was chartged before a v~wc'l into chi, the 
second illlo pi, the t was separated "'0111 the 1', amI a vowel in
serted to gi I'C tiw OI','.!;U1l time to unfold itself, and to .pare for 
the forcihlc uttcrancf" of the latter leLtcl'. Thus Clavis, pluccrer 
trahat:, were softened into chim;c, piaan:, tirare. For simi];.;r 
tea!)DnS, III, c, p, whell followed by t, were C?bliged to give way. 
and .'iOl"III1S, actU$, a$,~U'Nptu,f, mctamorphosed into SOHM, alto, 

fIISOJ.l.t{J; in ~h()ft, not to multiply examples, whiOO the reader'. 
(Ju!'cn aliotl llIay furnish ill auundance. the ablative eliSe was 
adopteJ us tht· most harmonious, and the 6*, conjugation 
as the must sonorous. The ol1ly defect of this nature in 
ltali.a.n. a.nd it may bt: apparent only, is the frequent retur.Q Qf 

4. 
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the syllables cc and d, wbich cum'cy a sort of chirping sound, 
Dot pleasing I think when too often repealed. As for the want 
of Cll{"r,~Y in that lan.l2;unge. it i'l a reproach which he may make 
who ha'i never rcad ~t?ante. A riusto, or Tasso ; he who has pe
rused them kIK)WS that ill energy both of language and of scn
timent, they yield Oldy to their illustrious ritHstcrs, Virgil and 
Homer, and will acknowledge ;with a satyrist of taste and 
spirit, that they strengthen Gild harm01liu both the eur dnd Ilttl 
;ntellect· . 

... fine. though the in vadin~ Hibcs did nO't introduce a nc,v 
lan~agc into lt~II'y, yet they must Lx: allowed to have hpd some 
share in corrupting and disfiguring tbe old, by perverting the 
::It'llSC of words, inverting the order of scnl('IlCl's, liud thus in

fecting the whole language with th" inaccuracy and harbllristn 
of their own dialecbr ~. ll("nce. thou,~h t!J(' grcai hody of Jtalian 
remain Latin. yct it i ~ not ditticult to dis("o\"cr f-omc foreigll ac
crction!t, and even point Ollt the languages from which they 

.. I'urmits of Literature. 

t This cO"'Ultion Vitia exaggerate!< and deploreij Ra a change of Illngulgf' iln· 
IKoeed hy 1111: ~ictoriou~ hurbarian._ on the ~ llltiuglltcd ltarill1l8. 

l' i(' rides dOIlt'c ]tomaUl, ct Tlbcrina fhlcllta 
D('SI!rll(,N' 1iali~ cxpul...ro protiliuS ori~. 
Tunti (,llll!SII mali , Latio gen~ a~pl'l'1l aperto 
Sa:pius irTIll)1pen~. Sunt jll8l>i lIl'11cre morem 

Auwnida> " ieti, victori!! vocibu8 !lsi. 
Ce!l8it amor M USartlm, &c. 

1'his change of iD9ffK,t howo~er is confined to Ilbout a thoulilLlld words, whieb 
are derived either from qarbaroll6 dialects or from unkno .... n ~ourceb. MilI:utori 
lw collected them in , ru8 ThirtJ'-third Dil>&ertation. The rest of the language 
i, I.cin. 
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have been taken, and though singular yet it is certain, that 
the Greek. the Sclavonian, and the Arabic tongues bavr. fur
nished many, if not the greatest part, of these tralatitious terms. 

The first remained the language of Apu?io, Calabria, and 
other southern d~tricb; of Italy. which continued united to 
the Greek Empire many ages after the fall of the western. 
The second waS brought into Italy about the middle of 
the seventh century by a colony of Bulgarians. established ;n 
the southerif' prO\'inces by the Greek Emperors: and the I.ltter 
by the Sarne('os, who ~tablishcd themselves in Sh·ity. antin 
some mp.ritimc towns in Calabria, during the ninth and tenth 
centuries. Th(' l~ombards probably ,,·ft some, though, I believe, 
few traces of their uncouth jargon behind them; and the same may 
be supposed of the Vandals, wholll Helisariu .. transported from 
Africa, and established as colonists in some of the most fertile 
provinces, to repair the dreadful havoc madt: in tht:ir population 
by the Gothic war. These caUSt'S were doubtlessly more than 
sufficient t(jlloproduce all the changes which havl' taken place in 
the ancient language of Italy, even though we should f{jcct the 
conjecture of Maffei, who supposes, that Italian retains much 
of the ancient dialects of the ditlercnt pro"inccs, wllfth dialect .. , 
yidded to Latin in the great tOWIlS during the dominion of 
Romt', but always remained in vigour in the villages and 
amon~ tlw peasantry. Y ct this opinion, in itself probabl(" 
as may w('11 be supposed, since it is supportf'd by such autho... 
rity as that of the Icarnl'd Marquis. is strengthened, apd I 
might. say almost e!-ilahlished, by the information and acuteness 
of Ltm::i. 

Btlt whatever foreign words or harbmou .. terms might have 
3 
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forced &heiT way iota the language of Italy, they hav(> resigued 
,their native roughnt>Ss as they passed the Alps or the 8('~. 

dropped their supernumerary ('onsonants, or changed them into 
vowels, and m .. tead .of' a nasal or guttural clost', assumed the 
fulness and the majesty of Roman termination. $urh words 
therefore may, in general, be coo~idered rather as embellishments 
than as deformitit"S, and dountless add much tu the copious
DC'S!!, without diminishing, the harmony of the languuge. In 
this latter respect, iudl'C(l, Italian stands unrivalled. Sweetness 
is its characteristic feature: all modern dialects a!1mit its supe
",\-charms, and the genius of music has chOSt'£} it for thf' 
velilc1e of his mosl melodious accents. That this ad\;aIltagc is 
derived from the mother tongue prinCipally, is apparent. as aU 
the sound" of the modern Jangua!:;'c are to be found in the 
ancient; but some attempts st.'em to Im'fc been Rlade, by re
trenching the number of consonants and multiplying that of 
vowels; by suppressing aspirations and separating mutes; in 
.hort, by multiplying tile opener sounds. and generalizing the 
m6re sonorous cases. tenses, and conjugations, even tfJ improve the 
lImoothne;s of Latin , and to increast', if possible, it~ harmonious 
powers. How far the-re attempts have succeeded is very ques
tionable; ~specially as they have been counteracted by the in-, 
traduction, or rather, the extension, of articl(>s and of auxilia'ty 
verb'!, that dead weight imposed by harbari"m on all modern 
languages, and invented, it would SN.'m, for the express purpost' 
of checking the rapidity of thought, and f'llcumbering the flow 
of a 6entenL'e. ]0 this respect particularly, and almost exclu
sively, the modern dialect of Italy betrays marks ofslaver'y JlIld 

of degradation .. 

YOLo II. 

Barlwi~ testatuB "oce tumultus. 
Millo,. Epht. od Potrnll. 

30 
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Italian is, however, freer from these burteenll than any other 
mod,em lau~ua.ge. but tbis partial cxcml)tUYII, wrud, it owes to a. 
Dearer resemblance to its orjginal Llltin, while it prov('s it. ... 
'Superiority un one iidc, only shows its inferiority on the other. 
To which we llI<ly add, that the Romao pronunciation. the only 
one ,..,bjch glVN Italian all the graces and all the S~'6f'~ of 
wbich it ii susceptible. is evidently the echo of the ancient Jan
guage tranamitted iroro generation to generation, and OC\'e1" 

entirely lost in that immortal Capital. Let not the daugbtel' 
therefore 

SdegnO!>a forse del &eeOndo (lnOl'c. 

dispute the honour! of the Parent, but content henel! 
with being nclmowledgcd as the irst and the fairest of her 
offspring-, 

I will now proceed to point out some of the most striking 
features of I'('ScmblancC', which have been observed between the 
modem and ' the ancient dialects of Italy, and ut the Nlme time 
indicate SO\'eral words borrowed by_ th(' lormer Ii-om the latter. 
These' I shall extract principally from Lan:;. I will then 101l0lY' 
Latin 1II its det'iine, as 1 iOrmerly traced it in itl; adtanccment, 
andJ>y pm;enting the reader with specim(.'nS of tJ:le latinity of 
each ccntnry, tAnable him to mark its 8ppro~imation to the 
modern lallgtlage. 

N. B. The fl'acler will recollect, that the limits of the 'Present 

• "Figlia hensi. della Latina, .. 1WA Men ben.. e IlObile della ~adre," lila,. 
Jduratori WIth pudoaa"le pariialitl ..... pi'urt. 11:J;IU. 
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work oblige IDC to roIlfme m,self to a few gmeral ooscrvatK)f)S, 

;md to give him ratlaer an imperff'Ct sketch, than a. full View, of 
this very e.ltensin~ and mtercsting !lu~ct. 

The ditferenc.:<..'6 betwt-'€n the early and later Latins, and between 
them ;md the modern It~lwn!J, may be classed under four 
heads-I. Detrllc~io-ll. Adjectio--UI. InUfllltatto-lV. 7'ram-. 
mututio. 

The Etrurians like the Dorians often retrenched I yUables, at I .. • for ....... H"Y* for II<IOP"O', and so the lnodem Italian pro for ".odo, 
&c. a'td in Dallte, ca for ca.ta. 

Retrenching the last syllabIc. was common from Ntl1fla to 
Ennius, JI" tor 'Parte, po tOr JllOpNlu; and Ul the latter, cad kw 
w:latM, aeb,l hmnn for dtbUif, in LUcTeti,,\ famul for JamuLu.: a 
pmclicc very common in Italian. cipccially in poetry, 

C.ile non lum tempo di F"r tor ¢i ac:um • 
• 

ha1l for lta1t7tO, pur for pure-, to, for twre (t8gliere). 

The letters N aDd R were often omitted, a!l CinO! nt$tU fur l'omul 
rHr'1If18. M at the beginning, as Eca.<ttftr for MecltStorf &c. and 
oftener at the end, alJ Regem Alitioco, and Sammo cepet. S wa. 
generally omitted at tbt: cnd of words, as j'ami' cUI~d . 

Cat.& the censer entire), omittrd the M, according to' Quin.~ 
tirian. 

;Ve.,els, in loo~ .,llables,. wePC dGeWed., as Feeli.s. 
So , 
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In some of the ancit'nt Itali:m diaif>cts and e.ven in Latin, 6S 

in the modern language, vowcl~ wnc sometivres insert<'d betwtx:n. 
tlvo cOIl~onanl", merely to J)l'C\'Cllt hU1Sllors()und!o; thus AEPOIEO 

(or APOIEO, &c.; JJ1·illcipes. f111ci[,t'S, for priIlCfp~; (merps. Aloteri 
for malri ti7'are ill Italian for Irt/here . 

• 

E and 0 were often adJed. at the end, as illico, face, dice, for 
;Uic,/ac, die; "ikc the modern, U7/1fI1IO, face, dice. 

Syllables addl'd in tilt' hc~inning:, mi(ldle, and end of' \~Ol1ls. 

Dol uncommon uncH'ntly; dm,U7lf for dmd is a remarkable in
stance: ill Italian Cltw:v;ca Joe Cloaca. 

The custom of the modern Italians of ending syllables and 
words with vowels is derived from their ancestors, the Latins, 
U mbri, and Etrurians, al well as Oscans, as arferture for adfer
tur, IweQ for hoc, &c. 

Letters were frequently transposed to fltcilitRte utterance by 
the Dori8flj, and their Italian colonies anciently, as Kj,PNEIOl: for 
KPANFJO!, a name of Apollo, ai by the Italians now. 

c~ among the ancient Latins, often uscxl fc)r g, as acrlU for ag

flUS, and f'lr g a ... ('oticlie, as also for x all fadl for jlUlt, sometimes 
with II as 'VQCS, &c. for roT, &c. 

Syllablcs d:splaced, as prccll/a, ptrgulo, Tho.rsQfllf!1w. Thra~ 
memo; and in derivatives, as from M.~"" formu, TIp" te'ler, all 
in use in ltalian. 

F, V and B, and sometimes Sand N, were used merel, to 
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mark the aspiration. as Ferdeum, Hordeum, Hdia) Vtli,p, Etuti, 
ff:1It~t i, F1'1I~(,s~ Drit,r(es. 

ConSOlJunts, of sounds not \'er,V dissimilar were often used ill

discrioJillalely or confusedly as 13 P and F. h-I and N, D and T. 
B el/uIII, Dud/11m; l'm·rltu.~ •. lJurr/lUs; Cilpidolimn, Capilolium, 
.frolU whcnl'(' perhaps the modern Compidoglirl' &c. 

E was a pfI'nllent letter, and ofkn substituted for 1, as in 
Italiull. 0 alsu oftt:n substituted for E, and U, u!. VUI! f1 'i, calpn, 
&,,~ as Olguin in Italialt. 

, 

Aspir..,tions were marks of rusticity, commOQ In the cariier 
ages of Home. 

Diphthongs werc used m genitivcs, datives, ablatives. for 
"imple vowels. 

The Etrurians and ancient Latins, like the modern Italians, 
often wrote 0 for au, as plusf1'u1/I for Jllosfru, .\.8 also dede for 
det/it, Otcllie for UrguieiuJI: 

Great confusion also prevailed ill the ancient pl1nctuation: 
sometimes neither sentences nor word~ wert' sc.'paratcd; at other 
times syUablC!l and even letters. Sapm for seipl>'a; on at the 

• 
~end of verbs in~tearl of wit, as COll"CWC1'OJl, ,~h(;ncc the Italian 
amar!iVl' lentir07l, &c. Cal'neas for cave fie eas. 

The Italian sound of z, like is, is v('ry am'if'nt" as appears 
frow Ii medal of Tre$!renc. on which, fur ZfU" i:. :r':'I~{. 



CI WlIIII generally changed by t~ ancient as W the modem 
Italians into tt, Il5 CoctiU8 into CottiU8, pactvm into J'flthmt, 
factllTn into jattum, &c.; in Italian, Cottio~ patio, fatto, /£.c.
(Cl.v.) 

WORDS. 

Snsutl, (for surS1nn) ancient Latin; (hence the 1mlian S14SO), 
fo.und in an inscription of the year of Rome 686. 

Pusi for sin d, bence the Italian cosio 

DeMberis and Tfebcri.~ for Tiberis. 

Among such words we may rank Vifello, Taro, Capra, Por'co, 
which occur in the Eugubian tables, and were common in Italy 
before the. formation and general adoption of Latin. 

Canoo is deri.ed·ftom the Sabine Cu.,cUt.Wft. 

The Italia.n wme S(."Cms to be dcrivci from cumc or Cllm, somc~ 

times spell '100M. 

CimQ fOr summit, is found in Lucilius, and ~ to have 
been coofinoo in process of time to popular use .. 

Banum, bmia, used by Catullus only in the purer Jlge ~f 
Latin, and af;t,erwaids- resumed by Juvcnal, Martial and Pcho
nius; it seems to have been borrolJ<.>d, li~ the word Pw.t'loom, 

8 
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used by the same author, from the Venetie dialect. Ci;ca 
PadU1ll inVCflit, suy.!> ~uilltilian. 

Obstillflta mellte js used in the Italian $cuse by the same poet. 
-Cat. VIII.v.ll. 

In PJautus W(' find severnl words supposed to be derived from 
the Sabil1(,s, which wt."re gradually retrenched from pure latinity. 
but preserved probably in the popular idiom, and revived ia 
the ~nodern language. Such are, 

Datuere (now baffere) to strike. 

Poplom for poplllum. 

Danunt (da~t) now (hmno. 

Dice for die. 

Face for fa(", 

GrmlfJire (now ingrandire) to grow. 

Minacia for mil/(Z threats. 

Pappare (edere) to cat. 

, J.,. • • 

Mennda, a slight ~epa.st or collation. 

Qtilin of the __ ...... re may be collected from Lucili.., .. 
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Matara,. now Mata$sa, a skE'tn (of thread). 

Spora, a lance (whence our word spear). 

Potesse. &c. 

Cicero uses the /,abel1it, whence the Italian aVfSSf, as an au
dent and legal form. Separatim ftenlO "abessit deos.-Dc Legi
-bus II. 8. 

He elsewhere notices the custom which he himself once ill
dulf,red. in, and afterwards corrected as faulty. of sometime", 
omitting the aspirate H, now universally suppressed in Italia"h.
Orator 48. 

The fo11owing passage from Varro (quoted by Muraton') giv('S, 
the origin of .an Ita.lian word tagliare, which without such 
authority, we should scarce have suspected of 'being deri,'eU from 
Latin.-Nunc Intertalearc rustiea voce dicitur di"idt're vel ex
cidere ramum ex utraqut' parte re'qualibiter prrecisllIn quas alii 
Calbu1as alii Faleas appellant. 

In Pliny the Elder we lind the word lttfamen, in Italian letame. 
-Hin. Nat. XV Ill. c. 16. 

DECLINE, OF LATIN. 

Suetonius (in Augusto, 88) alludesto vario~us ~uliariti~ df A,,· 
~tus, IJ:otb in writing a'nd speaking; 8flti -QuintiUan 8Sltvret us, 
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that the Roman people assembled 10 .the Circus and in the theatre 
sometimes exclaimed in barbarous expre5sions,and c6nciudclS, that 
to speak Latin is very different fcom speaking graulInatlCally,--
Vu[;ro i'RpeMtru harbor, /0<:"t08, et tota $(£pe tll&I'a, d olnnem 
Ci"c, turbam e:r:clama.ue barbare.-Lib. [, cap . . 6. 

That the cases re(1uired by the rules of syntax: iu the govern~ 
Inent of "erhs and prepositions were not always ohserved .('v, ... 
in the very fdmily of the abovementioned Emperor, is clear 
fram the following expres~ions, quod en in paiatium, and. DQ/. 
Ftifiae ClimClic, et }'ujiac Cuc/te sorores, u:;oed even iJl wcitigg 
by his own freedmen. (.Mu,.at.) 

Festus observes, that the rustic mode of pronouncing au was 
like 0, whence so many Italian words arc formed in 0 from ,the 
au of the Latins. "Orata." says he, .. genus piiCis appcllatur 
a colore auri quod rustici arum diceballl." Cato, ciLed by 
Varro, makes the same ob~ervation, or rather uses tbe ,ru~uc 

pronunciation; a pronunciation so prevalent at a later period, 
that tbe Emperor Vespasipn seems to Mve been )l4l'ual to it, 
and was reprehended by an uncourtJy fri@d fpc <:h<lPging 
pwzutra into plo3tra.-Sutt. in Vespusiatw. 22. 

Statius, in one single verse, AeeJDS to U$e a Iv~ry camm.on word 
in a lel1JC peculiarly Italian. 

Sal"Ve supremum, 1MOf' roitisstme'PatrUlu 1 
Epicedlon ill Patr~ . 

.. 
• AJiwleitlAtiaa, aJi,ud gm.mma~ lQfiw .. ·.cap,W· 
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« Quidquid," says Sf'nec8, « est honi trloris extinguimus Jevi
tate et politura corporum." The \'t'ord polita,.a is here taken i. 
a sense purely Italian. Impolitia, taken in the oppoeite sense, 
was a word not uncommon among the early &mans, according 
to Aulus Gel1iu! IV . 12. 

The African -writers seem to have used a dialect tending more 
to Italian than any others, whether derived from the early colo
nists or from some provincial cause of corruption, it is difficuJt 
to determine. In Apuleius we find, not only particular words, 
as totUI. russUI. patr<mus, &c. in the Italian sense, but united 
"Uiverbs. accumulated epithets, and the dorid- phraseology of 
Italian poetic prose. 

In the Augustan history several phrases bordering upon 
Italian, and words taken in an Italian sense, may be observed, 
as a latus instf'ad of a lalere, antefroute for/rantem, hal/ista (now 
baJletta) for 30llathmes, tI)/Um for omnia, intimore, &c. &C. 

The word ,pelto, signifying a certain vegetable, is reptesentod'bJ 
St. Jerom as purely ltalian, and is still in usc.-Cap. IV. in 
Euch. 

Thc ~ author alludes to the word parentu, taken ia the 
Italian and French sense, tbat is, for relatio1l', kindred, 81 U&e<I in 
his time, militari wlgarique sermqpe.-Lib. II. Ap9l .• d'fJ aujfin. 

Mulitri .slUt for bls wife, is used by St. Auguatine-DtCalecA . 
.""dibu6, cap. xxvi. as is jumm, (giu, below, beneath, 1[1 

ltaliaD) TftNIf. 'fill in Epi". I . S. Jonan. 
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A bishop of Brescia, (St. Gaudcntius) of the same era, men
tions the word bI-odium for broth, a word solely ltahan.-Scrm. 
2do, ad Ntaphyt.· 

St. C8!'sarius, bishop of Arles, employs the word balationes, 
baYare, for balls, dancing. &c·t 

In St. Gregory we find the word caballus used for equu8 almost 
constantly. tOgt'ther wIth other words of rustle onglO, replacing 
the more polite tenus of the precedlDg ages. 

Fabretti, {in' Muratori,) has published a curious paSlage, ex
tracted from the manuscript work of U rbicius, a Greek author 
of the fifth century, containing the forms employed in command 
by the centurions and tribunes. They are in Latin, though 
writen in Greek characters, and run as follows;-

U Silentio mandata complete-Non V08 turbatis-Ordinem 
lSVate-Bandum sequite-Nemo dilllittat bandum et iuimicos 
, -Seque. 

Here we discover the construction, and even the phraseology, 
of modern Italian, complete, !eguite-Bandum, (Bandiera)-Non 
w twoote, Begue, &c. 

· lD htaDies SUDg publicly iV Rome in .the seveDth century. we 

• Fiftl~. 



find Rtd'tmt01' 11I1nu1i til 10 adjltVd; thtlt ilium fil'!t ft!iu~ itB 
ori~nal form illom, and tht'll OCNlmc to, H8 ,([arum hy the sarne 
pr~ [oro; thus al.,o III the eIghth century ibl 'vas traDl~ 

fOfmffl loto wi, !fin mto ove, l'NJpC into preuQ, &c. Qui and 
i,:r into qmMe, qu£.~ta, '1lle~lo. &c. and frequently mto ,w, 
Ila, &c. 

From this period indeed the alteration of the language seems to 
ba\Te proceedro with more rapidity. and poplilar phrrthe9 horder
ing upon the modern dialect appe-ar III every deed and instrument, 
as in a manu.-ipt of Lucca·, .. U Qa torrc d'auro fabrlcata;" 
and in a~other of 7:K). U Uno capite tenentc in t~ Chi90ni 
&, in ahuin capite tenente in terra Ciulloni; de uno latere corre . 
via publica .t de alium latcre eet terrule: Plsinuli plus minus . 
modiorum dua, &; staffiio." 

Again, in a deed of the year 816. we find , U A"ent in )ongo 
pertigas quatordice in ttansverao, de uno capo pedes dece, de 
alio nove in traverso ..... de uno capo dUBs pediS cmque 
de alio capo,"" 

I anuded above to the oath whiC'h follows, it is wen known, 
and shews what corruptions Latin had undergone beyond the 
Alpi in the nintb century. 

" Pro Deo amtlT, &; pro Ohrittian pobto, & noetfO cornon 
salvamento dibt de in avant in quant Deus savir & podlf me 

• An, 753. 
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donal., .i aalvareio cist meon fradre karla, &: in lUiiudha, &: 
in caribuns eosa, si cum om per dreit iOD fradre salvardist 
in 0, quid il mi altre bJ fa2et. £t ab Ludher plaid nUD
quam prindrai, qui meon vol cist meon fradre Karle in da.aulo .... 
8lt. 

In Italian this form would run as follows: 

" Per amorc di dio, e pCI' bene del popolo Christiano, e 
per cOlUune salvezza., da questa eli' 10 avantl, in quanto Dio 
mi dara suj>{'I'c e potcl'£', CO.,I ~dlvero qUt'Sw mio Fratello Carlo, 
e gli aBeo in OlUtO", e In CJualullqutl ~~a, ('ome uomo per derittQ 
dee salnlre il suo Fratcllu in qudln "he un Mitro farebbe a me; 
nco con I..ottario I~HO mal a('corcio .lIeum) che di mio .olare 
torni in dll.nno di qUl.:stu IllIO Fratcllo Carlo." 

Of nearly the same era are the following curiouM letters whK;b 
are tn.lllsiatioos of the pdpal rc<ocflpts to tbe Emir of P»Ienn.o, 
on the purchaw of (:erlam c<l.pli\c'i, aIJd mdY be considered 
b>th as specimens of the vulgdr Lltm of the agp. and as 
instances of the benevolencc" aDd the actlve charity of tbe 
Pope~ . 

.. Lu Papa de Roma Marinu servus di omni servi di Iu 

maniu Dt'u te salut.~ ...... " . " " .... " " " " " 
La tua dominakzionc me im"ii la.,..responsio quuotus vorrai denari 

• 'l'\it It the 6nt 'f*Baea OIl record of the ProYiocia1, J-roTensa1, or Romance ... ~ 
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per- omni kaput de iIla gens • . . de In plus prestu; ki si farai 
ak koss tantu bona, lu manill Deu ti dat vita longa, omnia 
plena di benooiksioni, &c. Ii .tres di lu mensi di April oktocento 
oktauta dui, di Iu usu di Ii kristiani. 

This epistle was written or rather translated from one written 
by Pope Marinos in the year 882. The subsequent , letter is 
of the same Pope. 

" Abeo kapitatu la tua littera signata kUDl La giurnata diUi 
quindisi. dilu mense di Aprili oktocento octanta tre. Aboo lect. 
in ipsa ki lu Mulai ti a datu Iu pennissu di vindinni orone illi 
aklavi ego volo la quali kosa Ihi a dato una konsolazione 
Mania. 

In 1029 we meet with words and phrases perfectly Italian, 
as, "In loco et finibus ubi dicitur civitate vetem .. . . prope 
loco qui dicitur a Ie gratte.'" 

The first regular inscription in the modern language is of the 
following century, viz. 1135; it was engraved on the front of 
the cathedral of Ferrara, and is as follows: 

II mille ceuto tremptacioque aato 
Fo questo telllpio a Zorsi eoDleCl'&to 
Po Nieolao Sl':Olptore, 
E GJielmo 1'0 l'audGre. 

"nlere i. however a coDsiderable difference between thetre-bBlf.. 
fuiined ri>yiueo and the high~ poli.hed .tra'ib. Of .t>~' tn 
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the tpa~ that intervened between th(' date of the inscription of 
Ferrara" and the birth of that poet, taste began to revive, 
jnfonnation became more general, and men of Jrarning and 
genius applied themselves to the cultivation of the "ulgar 
tongue. Latin, which still continued then as now the language 
of the Church, of the schools, and of formal discussion and 
public correspondence, furni~h('d both the rules, and the ma
tcrials of amelioration; ano to infuse a!! much of its gf'ni us and 
spirit into tlle new language as thc nature of thc laUer would 
pemlit, bCCms to bave been the grand ol~icct of theRe lirsl 
ma~tcrs of modern Italian. Among them Brunetto Latiui, a 
}']orentiu(', seems to have been the principal, and to him his 
conntrjmen are supposed to be indebted for the pre-emincnce 
which they then acquired, and have ever since enjoyed in the 
new dialect, wlJich from them assumed the name of Tuscon. 

Danle. 'l'etrarca, and BoccaciQ completed. the 'vork which 
Brunetto and his associates had commenced, and under their 
direction the I taliub language assumed the graces and the em
bellishments that raise it above all knnwn languages, and dis
tingai::ih it alike in PI;OSC or verse, in composition or COD~ 
v~natioD. 

mam qUidquid agit, quoque v4!Btigia vertit 
Componit furtim, p"l,aequiturque d~r. 

Tibul. tv.'. 

) n tbis form of beauty and pertection the new language had 
recov.ercd so much of the par~nt idiom. that not the same words 
onlJ. • . »ut even t\ae same phrases are equally appropriate in 
botb....and, AfDlllS have beeD written which may be called llldis· 



.er; .. itiMl!ly eitbtr Latin or Italian·. Of 1loia deocr~· .... 
ibe two fOllowing. 

]a mare iI1Ito in .ub,ita proqella 
IDl'ow te, DOitTa beoipa . tella I &C. 

The 8eCODd turns upon the aame thought. and mUlit be COD

sidered. by the reader merely as a poetical lusus, as i do Dot 

mean to be accountable for its theological accuracy t· 

Vivo in ac.m. pen', in melto .,.",ae 
Quando til lion ilDptoro, m te non spero 
Puriuim. AI";a, et in .ineero 
Te non adoro, et in dn'ioo ardore. 
Et, 0 vita beata, et anni, etore! 
Quando eodtta me ..,.,.to, octio IeVtlli 

~ Hut_ &ClIO, et io pdio ,.ere
Vivere spero .l'6endo in "ivo'more. 
Non amo te, Regin •• ugru:ta, quando 
NOll "ivo in pace, et in 811entio ficfb; 
N~ .010 te, qua.do non ..-i'PO .... b. 

In te lola 0 MuUa, 10 te OGrido 
In tn. lII.tern. cura fesplr'Rudo, 
Quui columba in .uo bealo nido. 

When the reader has seriously perused 1.hese observations, 
he will, I believe, agree with "me when I reeq,pitulate and 'con
clude. that ltaliall owes lltt1e to· 'Barbarians; that it has bor-

. 
• Tlte __ .(wmpt .... __ IrUIde In &.~.1ft'of Port~, bIIt tile I ...... 

__ , euib be"-l!:iae4i do not ... i .... 10 Da~all1. 

'+ Jt ...... Fu~d '" P. ~ .. ..J1!IIIIit 0( "...t \)~II'I' 7 ~ • . ~ 

• 
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rOwed much from native sources; and that it still bears a 
sufficient resemblance to the ancient laugllHge, to entitle it tn 
the appcUation of LINGUA LATINA. 

JTAJ.,fAN LrTERATVRF.. 

v : 'nut language is only the vchicle of ill~tructio[), and the 
!.weetcst" dialect that ever graecc1 the lip"i of mortals. if 1I0t 

ennohled hy genius and consccr~\ted by wi~dolll. way lx: 
hea rd with as much indiffi'rcncc as the warbliugs of the 
birds of the forest. Fortllnately for Italy, "if the Goddess of 
Liberty has twice smihl, the Sun of Science also has twkc 
risen on her f~t\'(Jurcd regions, und the hnppy periods of Au
gustus and of Leo, lJavc coutinued tllfough all succeediug age" 
to aOluse and to instruct m;lOkiud. )f the Greek language 
can boast the tirst, and Latin the I>Ccond, Italian may glory in 
tIll: third I'pic pocm; and ' Tusso, in the opinion of all candid 
critics has an uudoubted right to sit next in honour and 
i~ liuue to hi s coulltrymuu Virgil. D ante and Ariosto have 
doims of a dificn!ut, perhaps not an inferior, nature, and ill 
originality and "grandeur the fi)rmer, in variety ana imagery the 
latter, stands unrivalled. P f.i1'W"W has all the tenderness, all 
the delicHcy 01: Catullus TilmlJus al~d Propcrtius without their 
foulness and cfi(.' lIlinacy; he s("cms to han; Iclt the SOftllCis of 
lov,c without any lIli~ture of its sensuality; he has cwu raised" 
iJ above itself, as 1 han' observed elsewhere, and sUpe!.'added 
fo that grace and beauty, which have ever been deemed its 
8pproprialc ornaments, somc of the charms of virtue and 
e"cn a certain religiou~ 'solemnity, Nor has the genius of 
I4J.,IlaQ poesy, as if, exbausted by the effort, expired with these, 
the liNt and the m-ost illustrious of btU' oftipriog. The S<tlnc lSpirit 
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hu con'tinned to inspire a succession of p<JCts in every diflerent 
branch 'of that divine art, fi'Om Boccac;o and Guarini down , to 
Alfieri and ~felastasio, alll1/llxbo tligllll Jocuti, all ininiitable ' in 
their different talents, equal perhaps to their celebrated prcdec(''i
IiOrs in the same career and in the same (:ouotry, and IJlI(louhtedly 
superior both in number aud in originality to the bunls 0 '" the 
northern rCbrlons. 

The French, who glory, nnd not '\1 ithriut reason, in their 
dramaticai writcn., hm'e often rf' pfoached the ltnlians with 
the barrenness .of their literatuft" ill tIll" n'spect, and lIa\'(' 
even ventured to assert, that it proceeded from some inhe
rent defect, from some want of eJlcrgy or of' pliability in the for
mation of their language. But t9c language of Dante and of 
AMolta "ants neither of these qualities; it has assumed all the 
ease and the grace of Terence, in , t.he comedies of Ghernrdo 
di Ros.~i; in the tragedies of d!flUi, it appears in all the dig. 
nity and the strength of Sophodcs;- and simplicity, tendeI'OI",'S~. 

and delicacy, are the inseparable attendants of the virgin muse 
of Metaatasto. It is imle<...a lIst·less to enlarge 011 the excdlepcy 
of Italian poetry: its superiority 1S admitted, Ilnd dull must be 
the ear, and unmusical the soul, JviJich do not perceive in tile 

• The tragedy of AI isU1(kmo b, IIfonJi 18 deemed a muterpkw; it ill in (lie 
chastest Ityle vr tbe Greek IIChool. It wo!l1d have been well lOr the Poet' , vi.nua 
a.d honour. 

Ii lie 
Omnia dixisset. 

The unhappy "II. in hit old 1ge lunk into' full,. aud wid.edness, insulted bit 
Sonreigo, Ind bllaphemed hit; !iayiour. To flatter his new mastC'"" the French, 
he iadulp bimllelf in I phmppic spinet England, which he emphatically caIP. 
La ~ llonuz. We accept the oinen, and trult tbat modem Rome, powerful 
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cliant of thl" IIc!'p('rian .Muse a glow and a harmony pcculiar to 
the age and country which inspired the divine strains of Virgil 
and of Horaet'. 

Nnru'que haud tibi vuJtu~ 
Murtal~ nCf \OX Iaommom sonat; 0 DUll, eerie 
J~ t Phcebi ..oror! ,;En.lih. l. 

But the reader, if not beltcr \ erscd in Italian literature 
than mo'>t of our travell ers, wlil he surpri!>ed to hear that ltalJ 
is as rich in history H!:> in poetry, and that III the former 
ft! weI! as in the latter, she may claim a superiority not easily 
disputed. over cvcry other country. EI'cry republic and 
almost ev('ry town has its hi"torian, a.nd most of these histo
rians, though their subject may sometimes appear too confined, 
posst"SS the' infrmnation .and the talents requi.,itc to render their 
"'orks both instructlv~ and amusing. The ~rcatel' States can boast 
of anthON equal to their reputation; whlIe numberless writers of 
the first rate abilities have ac\'oted their time and their powers 
to the ,'ccords of their country at large, and related its vicissi
tudf'S with all the spirit of ancient, and witb all the precision 
of modern times. In these cursory obsen3tions, n fi:w instauces 
only" can be expected, but the few whicb I am about to produce 
are 'Iufiicicnt to establish the precedency of Italian historians. 

Itnd f~ as the ~ncicnt, will triumph over modern Gaul. Ita greatne8l! it weU 
described by the ~t, and i8 an eafnl3lit or iu iUecl!lfil 

Sei temuta, sei forte: a te rischiara 
L'un Inondo e l'altro III 1Kl1ar quadriga, 
E Ie 'ue leggi U doppio polo impara.. 

A te d'Afiica 0 d' Allia illlOl ca.stip 
L'erbe, i fiori, 10 pillllte; e il mlr rioeye 
Daile .. prcwe una porpetua btip.. 

• , • Ctlpil% d' E"," • 
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PaDlo.&rpi: in depth, animatiOli, and fncrgy, ilS rcpreseDWd 
by the . AbbE Mably, no incompetent judge, as unri.valed, 
and proposed as a model of excellence in the art of uura\'cl. 
ling the intricacies of mlsrepresentatlOll and party spirit. Car
dinal Pallavici7ti treated the same subject as ~PaolQ Sarpi, with 
can~or. eloquence, and judgmen~, and .hi'! l>tylc nud manner 
ure supposed to combine together with great fehclty, the case aU,d 
the dignity that lx'came the subject and the histona1l1', Gian-' 
1101ft! po89ef;SCS ne·a .. ly the same qualities, and adds to them 
an impartiality of di)y('ussion, aud a depth of research peculiar . . 
to himself: (;/IU'clOrdllll, wIth the penetratlOll of 'faellus, 
unites the fuin('S5 (illciea ubtrlnJ of Titus Ll\lius, and I.Jke 
him possesses the magic pow~of transforming the relation 
into action, an4 the ~ders ilJto spectatbrs. This historian 
has beeD reproached with the, length and. iutrioacy of bis 
Benbeocea, 1l defect oonsiderably increa&ed by the number of 
ptll'tDthe8e8 with whiL-h they are, not uofi'eqt*otly, em bar
J'B8I$d. ' The reproach is not without foundation. But it-ruust 
be' I't'l.aembered that his Roman master i~ not entirely e:tempt 
from the same dcli:ct, and that ill neither, docs it impede the 
Bueecy. or weaken the interest of the aarratian', The greatest 
fault of the Florentine hIstorian is the frequency of hi. studacd 
!pecches, a 'fuult into winch he was betrayed by h~ admiration of 
the ancient:8, and by that passionate desire of i~tu.ting tbCUJ, 
which is it .. natural consequcllC('. Dut hi'! harangues have their 

• ]n Jail hiltory of the c-.ru of Tf'eDt. 

t The latter history Wa! Mitt.- ~nlllty It, I.etin, boat tnnHIlated, I belle~ 
h, the rilftdtl il!lto Jt.litn.· 
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ad~ran~ and, like those 'of Livius and of Thucydides, not 
only furnish examples of eloquence, but aboU}IU in maxim" of 
public policy and of sound philosophy. MachiuveIJi ranks high 
as an historian, sud may be considered as the rival of Tacitus, 
whom he imitates, .not indeed in the dignity and extent of his 
su~ject, nor in the veracity of his statements, but in the concise 
and pithy style of his narration. 

These historians were preceded and followed by othen; of 
laltuts and celebrity liUJe tlllN'ior; such were the judicious his
torian of Naples. AHgelv de CwlallUl; the Cardinal Dembo, Mo_ 
ronni, Rnd l'nrufa of r el/iee; AdruJ/li and Ammi1"ato of'l'USCQII!} 

or rather of FlorCTI.C~; BernardiI/o Cm·io of Milan; ami in general 
history, Tarcagn()/.a ltnd Campaglla, not'to mention Davila and 
the Cardinal Bentiw,!.J,iiu, In ('ach of these historians. the Italian 
critics discover some peculiar ft.'aturcs, some charactcri~tic 

toucbes exclu'iively theil' Own; while 4in all, Ute)' observe the 
prin~pal excellencies of the hi<l.toric art, diSCJ·jmination in por~ 
h'ai~, judicious ltrranl:,>eOlcDts in filets, and in 8t)'k', puce und 
~t language. These writers, it is true, tiouri::.hed for the 
greater part, at a time,. when Italian literature was ill its meri .. 
dian glory, that is, during the; fifteenth, sixteenth, and seven_ 
teenth centUTi~; b~t its lustre did not cease with them, nor was 
Italy in the eighteenth Century unenlightened by history or un_ 
productive of geniUb. 

Were 1 to meotion the learned and judicious Muratori ouIy. 
and closr- the Jist of Ita:.. historians with his name, I should 
nQ,t be. caHcd uPoD fur aDt further proof of Ule superiority of 
Ihe Italians ~n t~ research, and eo~bination that constitute 
dle es.cr.llence of this braDch of 1iteiature. So exteru;ivc iJ 

4' 
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the eruaiti~n. so copious the information, so judicious t.h; 
selection, and so solid the criticism that reign throughout 
the whole of this voluminous author's writings. that his works 
may be considered in themselves, as a vast and wen disposed 
library, containing all the documents of Italian history and an
tiquities, and all the reflections which triey must suggest to a 
Ulind of great and extensive observation. 

But to the name of .Muratori, I will add another equally 
lUustrious in the annah. of literature, and like it capable even 
single, of fixing the reputation of a language of less intrinsic 
meri t than ]talian; I mean Tiraboschi, the autbor of numcmus 
works, hut known principally, for hi:! Storia della L etteratura 
Italiano. This work takes in the whole history · of Italian 
literature both ancient anu modern, and contains an account 
of the commencement and progress of each science, of the 
me.aos by which knowledge was promotc'd, of Iibrarie!i and 
literary ustabJishmenth. of the livcs, the lVorks, and the cha
racters of great authors; in !lborl, of pCNons, revolutions, 
events, and discoveries, connected with the f.'l.tc of literature. 
It begins with the first dawn of science and taste in Rome, 
and follows thcir incrca!)C', decline, and revival during the 
succeeding ages; of course it includes a considerable por~ 

tion of the general hi"tory of the' country at each epoch, 
~d conducts tpe reader from the first Punic war over the 
immense space of twenty inter\'('ning centuries down to t42 
cighteenth. Few works have been planned upon a scale more 
ex£ensiv~ and none executed in .ttllaorc masterly manner. A 
strict adherence to veracity; a tholough acquaintaote with t,be 
subj('~t in all it;s details; . a spirit of candor,.! raised faJ: a~ 
the influence of party: 'a discernment in 'criticism, dee"p 'aDa. 
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correct; and, above aU, a clear nnd unbiasscd judgment, 
principium et fOIls reele SCl'lbt'/UJi, pen'ad(' every part of thi~ 
astonishing work, alld gin" it a pertection very-unusual in lite
rary productions so C'mllprchl'lI~in' and so complicated. The 
style, according to the opinion of Italian critiu., is pure, 
casy, and rapid, free aliJ..e f!'Olll the wit that dazzl~ and the 
pomp that encumbers, yet graced with ... ucb ornaments as rise 
srontancously from thl' Ilaturc of the subject. Ou th(' whole, 
it may be cunl-idcrcd as one of the noblebl and most interesting 
worke; ever publi~hcd~ and Jitl' !>Ilpcrior to any hi", torical or 
critical performance j~ any other language. The author jll· 

tended jt as u viudication of the claims of hi s country to the 
fir:,st honours iu literature, and ha!>, by c ... tabli~hillg those claims, 
erected to its glory a monument a!> durable as human language, 
and appropriated for ever to Italy th{' title of "Mother of the Arts 
and Sciences, and Iustruetn'!o!> of Mankind. 

The'rork of Abate D. G. Andres Dell 'O,'cgillC, di l)l'ogressi e 
JeJIo Stato di o£tli LetlcJ'tltllrll, is a Ilohll', an cxtcn!>i\"l~, and a 
very masterly performance. ] hu, e aln'ady spoken of the n:Vo
Iltziotli D'llalia, by the Abate Del/iua; I need only say that to 
perspicuity and manly ~implicity this author add~ a grc<.1.t share 
of political sa~city, and a sound philo!>ophie spirit. The same 
qualities are predominant in his discourse';, Sapra Ie Vicende 
dr/la Lciteratul'a, a work which comprises, in a sma11 compass, 
a great mass of information, and may be considered as a com-" 
pdldious history, and at the same time, as a very ma.eterly review, 
of literature i~, ge~era1. 

,J.n ~ntiquitiCi the Italians arc rich to superabundance. and 
CIn produce nU)le authors of this d~ription not only than any 
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one, but than aU the 0Uler nations uf Europe together. Among 
them" we may rank the ilIul:>trious names of Muratori, .Maffri, 
lUazzochi, C(l1'n, a~d Pacioudi, to whidl many morc might be 
added were it not un iversally' acknowledged that the study of 
antiquities called forth by so many motives an~ by so many 
objects. is an indigenous plant in Italy, and flourishes there at 
in its native climate ., 

For the last fifty years political economy has bef.n u. favourite 
subject OD the continent, and in it some French ,,,,titers hav€, 
Rcquired con .. idcrablc reputation. In this respect as in many 
others, the French may be more bold, more li"e!y, 81l{lpcrbaps 
more Cillertaining, because more paradoxical: but the man who 
wishes to be guided by experience and not by theory, who pre-:. 
fers the safe, the generous principles of Cicero and of Plato, 
to thc dangerous theories of RouJseau and of Sieyes, will a lso 
prefer the Italian to thc French economists. Of the former the 
number is great, and from them has been extracted au4 printed 
in setS, as CIIl5:1ics, (in which light indeed they arc ('onsidcred,) 
~ . 

n sekocL number of the bC')t, whose works form a collection of 
about fifty volume'S octam. 

In Essays. Trt'8tises, Journals, and RC\'icws, ~.he Italians fir:.t 

• • Itn vrilr, exclaims the Abbt< Barthelcmi, Oil IIC pew KIlen Ie dire atililjulJi, r, 
qmmd Oft lie JXU IOrti de France!-Letter IV. 

The .. me ingenious writer observtll el8ewbere-11 Jaut ftTDOUn" mcore unefoir. 
ce ,,'flt qu' ici que fe trouvent de. carritrel,i.iwbkl r/'tJlltifjuitrl; et relat~, 
IIUX etrrmgrrl, on du,roit ecrire rur la porte del POpc.!lo a Ue htJle inlcriptiMt fill 
Drmle. 

Luciate ogni iperuDza vol ch' entrate. 



~'HROUGH ITALY. 

1eli "the way, and still equal every "ther .nation. In the 
Sciences, rllCY hm'c oc-en considered as.. deficient, but tbis 
opinion can be entertained only by persons' impcric.!ctly ac
quainted with Italian literature. To be convillced, that it i .. 
without foulltlation, ~ need only enumerate the aslronomen, 
mathematicjan~, geographer!>, and natural philosophers, who have 
fldUrishcd in Italy from the time of Ga/llw to the prescnt period; 
and among them we shall find a sufficient number of justly celt> 
bratcd names La vindicatf' the reputation of their country, and 
to justify i.t!> claim to scientific honout:!.-

Here incierd, as upon another occasion, I must observ~ that 
Italian htcralurc has been traduced, because its trcakures are 
unknown; and that the languagt- itself has been deemed un6t for 
,research and a.rgument, because too often employed as the vehicle 
of amorous ditti~ and of effeminate melody. This prejudice. 
is owing amongst us in some degree to the influence of French , 
fashion.s and opinion!>, which commenced at the Restoration, was 
increased by the Revolution, and was !>tuongthcned aud extended 
tn such a manner by t.he example of court "ycophunb, and by 
the writings of cOl1l'11y authors, that French became a constituent 
part of g<'lJtc(') (·ducalton, and some tmcturc of its literature was 
deemed n llra)ssar.v accompiJ!>hmcnt. Thcnct', FrcHch cntid!>m 

.• Lt~ sclrm;es ''l l/f plm N I{/I VCe. a Rome qu'on Ie CI Olt en FraMe, -,aJb the Abbe 
IJarthet..Ji, JtI Wtil diMI sur cd,., qudque jour, MS detmll qui _, twtUlerollt.
l.U\ef ~J,:VIII. ' . 
8~~" ~, ,;ayi he a8ain, (jut malgrc ravil"'~m~nt ft It: tkcouragt:r1ttnt 

."n'tJl., r llalie..(ollf1'it l'1l,eort: bim du KC'u de lrllrt:s dignt. d, U U.E qui kl 0," 
f!k4dh. eu,n.. t. ~ 6ib If,in If ill .-coU", ... ~ Colb~ II kllr tUt:. 

YO.L. ll. .3 It 



- ClliiliICAL 'I'tlUY. 

aQ}uiItd .w.t, and • opinions of .&iku.~ Boobrs, Dub, 
"c. becAme asiome itt the nterary world. Either frolll jeal~,.. 
or from ignor8fK:e, or from a mi%ture of both, these critics ,peak 
Q{. ltalian liteNture with contempt, a.nd take e:'lfK'j oc..cuion 
fIf "Uifying the beat aad nobJest compmitioos of it6 aothors. 
lienee the contemptuous appellation of tinsel-, given b, the 
Fn:ach Satirillt to the strains (Aurea dicla) of 'fssw, an a~ 
peUat.ion as inapplicable as it is insolent, which must Mve been 
4ic&ated by envy, agd can be repeated by ignorance only. 

The flippant petulancy of these criticisms might JWrllapS rc
COIDmeDd them to the Frencb public, t.'speciall y as they tlatten.d 
the DAtional Y8.nity, by depreciating the glory of a rival, or rather 
a superior country; but it ill difticult to conceive how they 
came to b6 so ge~rally circulated aDd adppted in Engla~ i 
aDd it i. not without lome. degree of patriot indignation, that 
w,e see Dryden beI.ld his own stronger judgmen.t, and Pope 
.ubmit his fiDer taBte, to the dictates oi FreQCh €'S8& yist.l, and 
to the assertions of Parisian poets. Addi50n, tbt.lugh in other 
reapects an Anti-CaJlican, and strongly inBuenced by ~ 
,..,.ble prejutiiCt:" to use his awn expression, which ~{"urtdlfJ 
cie41)e to the heart af a true-born Briton, h{'re conde&cended to 
faUow the crowd, lind resigning his own bette,.li8hts and supe
rior information, adopted without examination, tbe opintons 
of thl': Fre.ach school. This tame, senile spirit -of imitation 
became in a ehort time general, and not only ("Ontribut~d to 
give the language of our enemies that currency of whicb they 
are DOW 80 proud, but restrained the tligbt of British ~ 

• 'lit ~t. T..- I told l'or de VirJile. ~ s.. n . 



nmouaH nUT. -and k~pt it confiDed HI the tr .... mel. iri' F...,cb "".. ud .ei 
F.Tcnch example. 

HoW' detrimental,. in fact, thiB imitatli1te aprit has ~ 
to our national Jiterlrturc will appear evideot, -if we .0fImptf8 , 
the autOOrs, who were fOI'-IDt'¥i in bbe Italian ·,cMol.. 1WiIh 
those who fashioned their pMOuctions on i'reoc.I: -rrwde1t. 
To say nothing f)f Chaucer, who borrowod both hill maoaar 
and rus subject from Italy, or of Shakspean-.. whOle gem_ 
like tba" of Homer was fed, as the lummaries of heaven. br 
sources selret and inexhaustible; I need only mention the 
names of S~ and of Milton, two toIWerin~ spimts., ;who 
.soar far above competition, and from 'theW ~ 'spbeiw 
loak dowll upon 1!be humbler nnge (of Pope aad of Dr,. 
ien. Yet Spenser and MIlton alT dtllcipk'h of tDe 'iI'U'lCl.U 
sages., and look up .,nth grateful acknowledgment to 'their 
AU8oni;m mastel'S. W IIUer ftud Cowley purrued. the 6aJltf' 

path though at a respectful di8taTlce, and certamly not, pa";lnfl 

tl'qui&; espt.·ciaUy as in the t lm(' of the iatt('r. French fashion 
began to spread rt'! baneful influence over English litel1\tulT. 
Then came the gossamer breed of courtly lXtetasters, who fur· 
getting, 01 perhaps not knowing, that 

TJae ,teNang bullIOn of one Br\ti8b Jine 

Drawn to Frellw wire, would throUfl:h whole pap WUDe; 

derived their pretty tbougbte from Fr('nch madrigals, and mo·· 
delW their littie minds, as lthey borrowed -their dress from French 
puppets. I:tDalD. not, to sae- Itbat Italian was utterly neglected 
dunia!t trus loqg~, .b8c::uU8C J am aware that at all tim~ 
it ~ conaidered Ill; an aoeDmpJishmeat &rnamenhd rto,alJ, aoll 

3x.ll 
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indispensably necf'ssary to those, who V;"lt lta1y. But though 
'the languAge of Italy was known, its literature wa'i nc~lected; 
so that not it<; historjan~ only wefe fOf£;ottCll, but ot all die 
treasures "Of its divine PCX's." little was ever cited ' or admired 
excepting a few airs ii'om the' opera, or SOIlW love-sick and

l 
effeminate sonnets s{'iected from the minor poets. Frelle-h hte-

• mtme was the sole object of th€' attf'ntJon of our WI'itI'N, ami 
from it they derivoo that cold COl'l'('ctncs'l which $('(' 111" to U{' 
the prevailing fenturc of most of tlle authors ot the lirst part of 
the eighteenth century. 

Nor was this frigidity, the only or til(> greatest eva that 
resulted from the then prc\'ailin,g partiality for French liu'- . 
rature. The spirit of infidelity had already infected SOlllC of 
the leading writers, of that volatile nation, and continued .. 
spread its poison imperceptibly, hut effectually, till the latter 
years of the reign of l ..ouis the }'iftcenth, when most of the 
academiciam had~ through interest, 01' vanity c\'cr the pr6<iomi
nant passion in a French hosom, ram:~ed t!Jf'IIl')elv('s under thl' 
banners of .Voltaire, and had become real or pretended scep
tics. The works of til" !>ubaltems, it is trut'. were much 
praised but littlc read by thcir partisans; and H elH!lilts, Preret, 
D,s :Maillet, with fifty others of equal learning and L"'tludi fame 
now slumber in dust and silence on the upper shelves of public
librariCII, the COlnmon repository of deceased authors, But the 
wit and the ,ibaldry of their Chief ('ontillued Iv amuse and to 
captivate the gay, the voluptuous, and the ignorant; to dictate 
diP Irm, that is, to prescribe opinions and style to thc high6l' 
circles; and by making impiety current in good (,ornJil,ny. to"gjve 
it the grpatcst recommendatjon it could posses') ip the eyes of 
his countrymen. the ,~un~iQn <!.f Fa,hioa. 
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Such was the state of opinion in France, when two persons of'" 
very different lastco; and charactcJ'8 in other respects, but 
t!quaUy t'n~lav{'d to vanity and to pride. visited that countr'y-I 
mean Hume and Gibbon, who, though Britons in general are 
httle inclined to hend their nl'cks to the yoke of foreig:n teachcn, 
meanly ('on de~{,{,I)(J {'d to sacrifice the indcpend£'llct' of their own 
u~dc~tall di ng and the religion of their country, to the Hatte
ri (''' {lntl t il l' soph i"m~ of Puri!>ian atlll'ists. These two fI'O('gadoes 
.joined in til{' vIew,> of their foreign <l!>-.ociuh'!>, uudertook in pro
pagate IIth('ist[~ prillciplN amon!;, their COlintrYlllell, and faithful 
to tit( · ('Ilf!Wlllcnt, cndcavouryd in all their works to instil doubt 
and 1ndifiercllce into the lllilld !> of their feadf'rs, and hy secret 
and almo"t illlpcrC~ptlble arts, gradually ~ undermine their 
attachment to revCt,lcd rchgi(lll. flintb. sneers, mi!;l·epre.cntatioll, 
find exaggeration, concealffi under aift"cted caudom, pervade 
almost every page uf their very popular 'but most pernicious 
histories; and if the mischief of thcbt~ work .. huwc\'cr great, bc 
nOl equal to the wi~hcs of th('ir authors, it is entirdy owing to 
tht' good sense Ilnd the ~pint of religion :'0 natural to the milld~ 
of Englishmen. This wisc and happy temper, the &ource and 
security of public and private felicity, the nation owes to 
Providcllce j the dCb'olatilig doctrincs of incn·dulity ,- HUlllc 
and Gibbon, and their disciples, borrowed from France and 
its academies. ltalian literature ib exempt frum this infection: 
Hs general tendem .. y i'l re1igiou~; all its gn'at authors have oc-1.:n , 
------------- -------

• Fuyez 9I!u'x qui sou ,Pt'E'texte d'expliqucf la nature seUleut lIan~ It'S ('U'UrII 

del )lQmmee de delolan/rs ~/rint$ .... nou ~ ~()um('lt('nt II l{'ur~ dcci~iun~ 

traric1Iant.es, et .pretende. notis donner, f,our 1C1! ... rniq l'rin c jp('~ des c;hose!, Ie.. 
ildltel1i,ribleea.vstemeB qu'iw,,"t bAti, da.u~ leur Imall,ination.-Hou.ltau. Emiiti. 



... 
' di~"'ed by • m.uly MId ...&igh""'ed piety, .,Id their 
w<*"ks blltorally tend to elevate the Ifrinrl of the reader ami te 
fi~ h'is thoughts on t.e noble de&tioies of the human Tace; aa 
unspeabiMe adV4lntage in a dOT.l!1f'lff{Jrd lind. perverse age, whea 
men, formed in 'vein with lrok& ~rect mul cOli7tienanU IUblim~. 

oonfible th€riT views to the earth, aad vglul1tarily place thiffil.elves 
on .. level with the beasts tkat perish. 

To'fetum.-Gray, who see:ms to have conceived, while iii Italy. 
a pMtiality for its poetry, soon discovered the treasure!; whlCh 
it contains; and frrst, I believe, attempted to corytllthe maD

Oft" and to f'eVlive the wte th&t rhad forrnt.'d theprin.ce., 0/' 
Engli.1l t1trse, and~ given them that boldnf'8S and that subliRtity 
whick! iforeigDel'5 now ooDsider as their characteristic qualities. 
Iti. .cloool_tcd his partiality, and th. st1<dy of Italian bega'll 
tq'l'evWe gradually, though its progress was slow until the fJUbli
cation ·(tf the life of Lnot:tl%o de MetDci.; a work which eridentl,. 
awakened the 'slumberiug ouriosity .,f the nation, and 'Once mare 
turned tlheir eyes to Italy, the great pat6ftt and nurse of language". 
of1aws, of am, and I()f sciences. Since the appearance of that pub. 
licatfml. rnatly champions bawe amsento soppott the unitod cause 
of Tl!aste and of Italian, and have displayed taleats which might 
hlf¥e obtained 'success with fewer a.G:WlUtages on therr tide, 'but 
wi,h 80 mall,.. could not fail to triumph. Among tbe&t- ebe public 
is muot.. inUe'bit>d to Ml'. MathiRl, and 00 'he autber of the 
PtlNuits rd'Lifc'IVltltre, (quocunque garuht 1KJmi7lt:) who lIa\'e 
struggled with unabating zeal to tum. <tlte -attention of the 
public, from the frippery and the linH.1 of France, to ' tbe 
sterling ore of 1 taly, and to rAaee -(he 'fltCl'9.ture af th2tt oountr;t 
in the rank due to its merit, that .is, DeK.t to the emaniUOna 
of Greek Rnd i{oman geniu.,. 
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VI. It is intil..'e<i much to be regm.'oo that a. language so 
hannoDious in sound, j() copious in worda. so rich in litorah;m .... 
and Ht the same timt: 80 i.ntimawly connected with the inCM:llt 

dialeot 01 .£urope and its modern derivatives,. ~ to .arva as it 

key both 10 one and to the others, should have been furood froHl 
lta natural rauk, and obliged to yield its place w '" j~nlualf' 
far jnf('rior to it In all these respects, fwd for many reatIQ~ 
not worth the time usually allotted to it in t~hiQm\blt~ ~\lo
c!ltion. The Arent admirers of }'rellch. thll.t i!ll, the FrBflch 
criuc<l themselvt!~, do not pretend to IQund its sUpPQbed \lll,i\l~'" 

sality on i.a intrinsic superiority. In Idcl, not to sJl(W.k of tb6 
rough combinations of letters, the indistinct arliculotipn uf 
Illan.,y syl1abJes, the peculiar sound of SOIDe vowels, tlw supprft. 
SiOD, not of letters only but of whole lIIyllabletl, ~nd the almost 
a:,uper.,hle mfficulties which artlKj from these peculiarities to 
lOreignt't"& studying this language; the ptlrpctual l't'currenae of 
nasal sounds, the most diMagreeablc that C6Ul procet'd from human 
or~ns, pre<lominating as it does throughout the whole hUl" 

guuge, is 8Uffipieot alone to deprive it uf itH c1uim to iwectnell 
and to melody, Some authors, 1 know, mId Illuny French 
critics di6cover in it il natural Wld logical cOIl!otruclion. Whlch II' 
they pretend, gives to it. when manalgro by a !lkilful writer, tI. 

cle-arnetls and a ptJl'Spicuity which ill scarcely to be equall"d in 
Latin and Greek, and may be ,"ought for ill "ain in all modern 
dialecbi. This clainl has been boldly advullct!d on OQe side and 
feeDI, cootested on the other, though WKny of my readcl'1l. wbu 
have perhaps aaxliied theml1elvCl wit.h French lluthon; jor many 
• yat; may ~p8 have never yet oblwrved tbis pt.'Culiar e~. 
cen....:e, nor d~ Uiat tho FI'eflch l ... guog. inv.n.bly 
fuUtew." tlae nabu'al rtMItIIe ef 9W ideM6, and the IU'ycc,!:SIJ (If 
grammatical eDDlitructio •• 

g 
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I I1Iean not to dispu~ this real or imaginary 4ldvantage; 
especially as the discussion unavoidably involves a long meta
physical question rdative to the naturai order of ideas and til(' 

best corresponding arrangement of words ; but I must observe, 
that to be confined to onc mode of construction only. bowever 
exceJlent it m.ay be, is a detect; because it deprives poetry and 
eloquence of' one of the most powerful instruments of' harmony 
and of description,l mean, Int'ersioll : and becauS(' it removes tlw 
distinction of sty les, and brings all composition dowu to the sallic 
monotonous level. ]n fact, French Jloets have IOllg complaint'd 
of the- lame uniform genius of their language, and F~ch crilics 
ha\e been obliged, however rductantly, to acknowledge' 1hnt it 
has no poetic style ; and if the n'adcr Wishes to see how well 
founded these complaints are, and how just this acknowled~ricllt, 
he nC('d only consult the ingcniouli tramlatlOll of' Virgil's Ueorgi, 
by lobe AbM dc Lille. In the preface he will hear the nit /{ 
lamenting the difficulties impos(>d upon him by the nature bf 
his language; and in the versification he will admire the skill 
with which the poet endeavours, (vainl.! indeed,) to transfuse the 
!pirit, the vRrit·ty, the coluuring of the origillal into the dull, 
lifeles.. .. imitation. Jf he ha~ tailed, he ha~ failed only compa
ratively; for hi !> translation is the best ill the French language, 
and to all the excellencies of which such a tralljjlati.on is suscept
ible, adds the peculiar graces of ease and propriety. H6 hud 
all the talents necessary on hi s side, taste, judgment, and ell
thusiasm; but 1115 materials were frail, and his language, Pha,bi 
wmdum patien~, sunk under the weight of Roman genius. If 
other proot;' of the fecblcncs!> of thc J..~rcnch language • .and of 
it!; irMKleqnacy to the purposes of pgetry were requisite, we.: need 
only open Boileau'!! trunslation of I .. onginus, and "wc shati there 
find innumerable Installces of failure, which, as they cannottoh e 
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-ascribed to the translator, must originate from the innate dcbi~ 
lity of the language itself. 

In consequence of this irremediable defect the French have 
no poetical translation of Homer nor of Tasso; nor had they 
of Virgil or of Milton, till the AMI: De Lille attempted 
to introduce them to hi!> countrymen in a Frt!Dch drees
But, both the Roman and tbe British poet seem alike to have 
disdained the trammels of Gallic rhimc, and turned away in
dignant from the translator, who presumed to exhibit their ma
jestic fO.llns mn~ked and distorted to the public. The exer
tions of the Abbi only proved to the Iitf"rary world, that even 
Ius talents and ingeuuity were incapable of communicating to 
tire language of his country, energy sufficient to expres!I the di.vine 
sentiments and the sublime imagery of Virgil and of Milton. 
In ~his respect Italian is morc' fortunate, and S{'Cffili formed to 
command alike the regions of poetry and of prose. It adapts 
itself to all the pUTpo~es of a.rgumentation or of ornament, and 
submits with grace and dignity to whatever construction the 
poet, the orator, or the metaphysician choos~ to impose upon it. 

Mille habet ornatus, mille dcccnit'r habet. 7'Wu//w, 4-2. 

In fact, this language has retained a considerable portion of 
the bolducs ... and the liberty of the mother tongue, and moves 

• Tn ... tllor was present in • party in Pa:ri, roany yMrs ago, when the Abbe 
De 1..itk being; abd by an English gentleman wh,. he clid not mnalate the 
:.Eneid, AnI"erN iD • ttyle of delicate compliment, M..mur Mnnes IIaOi 'OOlr~ 
..,. f!!,~ CottlllKnu tc.n.m. He wu iadeed Illl ellthutiutic admirer of Engliah 

....".. ' 
VOL. n. s , 
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along with a freedom which her tame lwal would attempt in vain 
to imitate. 

1 have hinted at the difficulty of the Freudl lallgullge, which 
is in reality so gr<-'al a., 10 become a bcri' Jus detl."(;t, and a Mllid 
ground 01" objection. This difficulty anst"S, ill t\l(" first plact:. 
from the general complication of lL<, g ralllmar, the Ihllltipiwity of 
its rule<>, aod the frequency of C).(;cptions; and ill the ne.xt place. 
fl'OlU the nature uf fiCVl'raJ !;oUlHb peculiar, I bellI" t,,'. tn it. Sllch 
are some vo\Vd~. parucuJarJy (j anti It; aud 8uch aill() muny (lip
thOllbTS, all 1/'11, f'II, Ut, not to meJltion the I 1111111111c, Ll t (, t' mild, Ilnd 
vanulU> by llables of na ... al and mdit-tmcl nUl'fance, tugether with 
the different bOllUdb uf the l><lInc 'owcJ ~ and lliptilollgb III dlfft'rent 
combinations. ) bpc<lk l}ot of thf:'ltc tioU))tb as agTceabll' or dill. 
agreeable to the CI;I.T, but ou1y as difficult, and so much eo as to 
render it almost impossibJc tor a lorcigner c \'er to pronolllu:c 
French with (,'a~c Ilnd strict propriety. Here again Italian hal> 
the advuntage. It~ sounds arc all open and labUll: it tlows 
naturally from the organs, ano requires nothing rnOf(, Ihan tUl1e 

and ~xpansion. lts vowell'! haw' invariably the ... ame sound, £Iud 
that !!.()und lIlay b(' found in ldmost evcry languagl·., 'I'ht' 
nos{' and the throat, tilO!!.C bagpipe instnllllCn!s of' J ~f(: Il ("h Itl· 

---------------,-
• In the year 1669,. rerlain u LabOUTNtT undl'rtook to prove thllt the .Frt'nch 

language wa~, III ('\'ery rc~pect, Iouperior to Latin, not in eon~trH('tion onl.v bt,t 

... ea in hanllony. Hit .. a~ i. part answered and Nfuted t" a l'IlOO9l of lirgr, 01 
tM Mae of Sflut_ ~ J-'rendnnan ,.rit~ with caM, fl.iVi"-M'Y, Ilod cllltlfidella!. 

HYalke......" a GI'~, )n~ tty ~ubject with II'IMi ·.Id" IHl6 mtltb mont dif
t __ . N4iltla ... of Ute C(lInbatanU seem to hG~'c t-I ~ulk~l'l1tl:r prepar.d ..... 

~h. ('.(Inlett, if we may Judge of thClr infonliation by the atgumenu. employee, 
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teran('c, ba\'c no slmrc in i~ articu\<1tiun ; no grouped cnn:40nanu 

stop its progrctis; no iudistinct lllUrL1l1lr.~ (·hok t· IllJ d()~'~: It 

lind the conceesion~ made on both side.!. Thu" thl' FrendlLIUIl1 ad.", tWit J""';' 
i ~ an original or mother tongu'!, lIud that .F ... :mch I> denvtm Irom it ~ nnd wlt.ilfl 

Ill' pa~<;c~ over the fir;! raTt 01 thi , COnet'MoWIi IU< ""If·e,-id,·m., hI> .UftCOi the 
~rulHl hy ob!icrving, thai .. uch II dcr;latioll "'II, no prouf .. f inl'·,i"rtl,V. HI 
dnughl{'r~ art" frt'<Jllt'lltly IImT{, lx-aul,ful thall 11 ... i, Hlothe .... , an oIN'I"l'.IUun ~" 
n('w and 110 duhioll~, tim! Itt· lion .... hi .. reatle r~ may can II III qllt'~I;un. and llwl'('

forI' opprcbst'!l tht-1lI al (Jnce with !I.e authority of Horace, 0 matTe pukltro, .te. 

III order to rro~{' that T ... "io i ~ It',~ coriou~ than french, hI' 1I000000r'~, that 111(' Luin_ 
ha~only Gn't'k to t:>orrow from , wldl,· Ih,) french Iun"> Lat in, Gn>.·I. , IL,lian, 

Spm\ish, {jennan, nll.Y, fln'n Ifebl'f"w IIwl Syrin.... 1/(' fOl"~"t" it 8f'(,III~, thut th" 
Latins, hesidCi; <':<'itie ami (il"ft"k, had al,o thC) anellJn! tlllll('(:l~ of IlHly, ~~t ~'lI 

llin number, open before ttll'lIl, f. (Jill whirl! Ih ... )" l1Ii~ht cull at plca,urt', ano 1I1ul 
the ,wars of Homt', fl.!"!!! with th ... (;"rlh" .!;",niall~, anlt Ilwll ,,'th IiII' ()"Im,)_ 

tian ~, SJridno, and Egyptians, enabled thcm In 1,,)" I],,· hlll;::m'~ of all I"t'~(' 

nations under contrihution. Th,lt the Roman_ tlid 1101 !'rull. of lOll th,"",) nd,,,,,
IlIge~ fo tbe full extent will be admittNl, IJut on ih" otrn-r hand nohody WIll nmmllun 
thai French hw; deriv"," much atlvalltag(' flOlll (;"nnall , ii.::!" !' II , ~)n.,c, or "\cn 
from Gl"t'ek, e:tCf'pt through tfM.ml"ll,um of J,atlU, or "Iud. j, II ....... "1"" , "f 11;,lmli 
or of Spani~h. On the contrary, M) (lIr from whlung 10 !'nnch tI ... i, IUIlgn"j:(" " ,~" 
IWW acqllJ~ition~, thl' )'I"'('nch !l«'lll 10 Juw(' tl('en "mlcll"lIIrilll; ,,, u"r('ud, Ita: 
luxurianr). In f,,,:I, whOt'\e,· IJa~ rl'a,1 !lfolll"igw\ E~"ay' ",II t'~"ly IlI'ru" l"', 

how many mlloly IIntl majp.;tic "'I'n'~~ioll" Ita\(' .Ii ... ,! a".,\·, 'mol II,," IIlllrh lh~ 
f' nt'1"Xf and r.orj ullsl;C<;~ of th l~ lalll\uog •• ha~ 1"'(' 11 impairf''( .Iur; ng III!' la" JIm'" 

.'Cn!urie... 

Bnt tbe "bolt! of lhi~ Ilrgllment h g rOlUldt'd 011 ;0 ~uppo-.il JUII , that tht 
rkhe!'lt hmguqetare thO!le whicll hal'e borrowM mOl.I; "h,ch i ~ rrt')~l'd.u hoe 
(.lIe by the ackno"-Jed&ed copiou.\L~~~ of (;rt'('k, "hie" ho .. · . ' ~!'r; . of Itll lau
g~thcJea.n ind .. btlonl to "tbcl". Ilis obj",clH>t)~ to I.lin 1Jt>r'1r") nr{,r'dlh ... r 

linguiar, He cen~\l'I"CfI the additions of ~vch f'pitbelH a .. paint 110,· 0"1"1"1 III '.'. ~"" 
'oo;>louring, sueh a.~ brindled whclI applied to a lion, '~nd 8Ucl.t II); wul.. 11 ... prrnclpIIl 

'j .. '1 
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glides from the lip" with facility, and it delights the cal' with Its 
fulness, its softnt'ss, and its ImrmollY. As its gmmmnr approuche3 

temples or collntric, ill which th(' dh,jnity in qllC9lion ~med most to delight, 
,ueh as Lydian Apono, C:'Ipru/n V{'nu~. He l~ ther('forc umuclclfuUy 9C\ Crt' on 
the Iwo fullowillg l inc~ of H Ul"ll Ce-

o "illie lJ,:' ilIMn, DIV,', '''Ill'. ('yprum, ct 
M cmphlllI carentcm !;,tiIUUI •• lilli', .. 

II ~ ent umbcred with ("j reulll~tanreq introduccd !lIcre!y for till' rurpo~c of tilling or 
the vene. This penetratint; critic had DenT, it SC(' ''' ~, di,cul cred th lll the :Ulricnt 
potU uoollcd in pamting, and that to retrench such CAqlURil1' pidures in HOIIlce 
or Virgil (for we speak only of the Latin~), i ~ :os IIh-urd a~ it would be to 
expunge the templc~, mount.1.ins, lind Slrt'am ~ that tl'fO'" yuch s lory and fre~h . 

ne!;!! over Claude L n"'(lmf", land!lcapcs. Hhyml', h" fl"d~, delightful anrl enchant· 
ing, and far preferable to melrl' . F r()m:h ver<.e, it is true, tU'el:l eooner than Latin, 
and now and OU.'II lulls the rc.uler to ~Ie"p. Uut this;, the lJatULLlI eflcct of its 
flul'n cy, c1ca"'c~~ ami harmony, w!lIl.., \' ,rgll (100 happy is tbi~ critic in hil 
in 8tanc{'~) is not quile so wen umlcntood, nor of conr.c .clld wllh so mucb CII'le 
and avidity. The el;~itllls m (,aIm lel,C are rough and intolerable : in Frcnch 
owing to the E lIl/ut nil smoothne~~. 'J'he f"lIuwlog eulogium nn hi~ o",n lanlf*ge 
('annot he p<'fllbOO 't\ itlloul a ~mi!1l at thl' ~lIup\ lc,ly of the Ivriter. Th(' exclama
tion with whicJ. it comtncnce~ , i ~ Inlly COIlIIC.-" .""'ot, e (antue ttl $i bdk, quand 
"II SCIIII " I'll Iervlr' Elle fit'nt p{Il, de {"'pn' tl drpnld m,l/n$ lU' org~1 du 

eOTJlI quI' Ioute (1/1/1 • • II 'l~ fUllt ni pmf~r d~ fa gorge, ni ou..,rir bf'cuu.p"p III 

bOlll'hc, ( fI'l ,per tk /(1 [aI/gIll' contrc lei dOlto, III "jmrc drs IIgnel ~t tk, g~$tc~," 
CDmm~ Il l1l'a6I;mbl~ 1"( / ()Ill III lliujJlllt Ii" elrnngc-r~ qU(lIId ill pM/tnl lfl langu~ 

de kun PII.lJ5 1- 'l'he I'\ enell r h not ol very smooth letter, nor is the U lIery ea~y 
pronouncetl bJ any hut Fl't'llchmcn. With re-gard to the- otherJetters, tile paJaht 
teetb and lip' B.J'fl fl'he-lIC'd from all exertion by the action of the no". The Frenclt • 
• , ttl" lit leat't a", apt to ~1\P~, I!.f(' not deficient in gesture. Latin (*' a,,, 
Alo"'. Le lAl,ournfr) is monotonous, because all il~ VOlliela are pronoll'lleed • .ida 
<>qual fon:.. fo'rench i~ "gre(':lbly variedJ because it ~ vOIVe16 are froql.ltJJt!y hnlf 
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nearer Latin, it is more cong,'uia\ to our infant studJ(:~, and Ill,,! 
therefore be acquired witli the gn'alcr fac ility. 

uitrl'ed. Here the author forg"jg, ("hat hi~ couulryuH'lI ar,' H'ry upt 10 for;"I, 

ll.1 they have no l'fo:lOlIy in thei,·l"llgm.;:,'·) th" d,Hi'rclln' ofrJUi.ulitJ in LIl IIIJ, 
a diff('rellce wllid, 5iv{'~ ri",' tOJ \ () mu"h nri('ly Knt! ha.·"",lI) ; and in tit .. nC:"l:t 

place he 'lPCIn!l to consilll' r il1oJi.tilld ~<lul"l" p~ pll'a<.ing; :," "piuion. I t...t,rve, 

I)('('uliar w him-.elf. Ffrnch, hI' -a)"", 1m ... a ::r,,;;(h'r ":'I"il"ly tor t"nniu:""Hl', nod of 

l'uur.e nlOre gract, "'ore a" ... ui!y thn" :my other l:lU~ua;('. Lal"" h\llill.1" 
~Ilani~h, ulIlI All11o~t ('v('ry o lla 'r, hayl' IIJ"a)~ tIll' hi"ue li'I,.t Idt{"1". Il.u\ th~' 

auth"r t' ver read len line" of tho.I' lilllgu"J:::t'~ I,,· r'>II1d nut h:.ve lll~t.l c ~Lld:;. 

remark. Il l' ('olhplai", of th .. IrNl'wllt ,(' .... 'rrl'un· of HI(' lett .. r HI;II LUhll; in 
F~nch, though ret"ined in ~peJJintl', 11 I, '" pr"'''''' ~ IUliotL changed int" II. 'J'hI, 
truth i~, that in Freud. hoth //I ~nd " linal arc """I(Jund('" to!:,dhcr In tbe IIllPe 

nasaL-.&Ound, aud lost In II grulIl ; ~o tbut th,' nil"e~t ('ar ru n !>Cat'«' oJ,"tiu!p.tilib 

betweenfillllnd 1,,;111. 

Both th" di . putnnls find Virgi l oIHrurr, "lid both n~hlLil th.· ~"r)(,rLOI' har

mony or Fn'''rh : in nl!ithl'r poillt , I bl·li"v", will thl' n'"d"r u{:'I'1''' with tlwm. 

"fon!. J.a'JDUrrllr lit leu!;ti . " ,k"md('d:::'l", that in f l)l'wu_n('hs Latin SIJllm"" .. ~, 

but to compen..atc for 'hi ~ hun"Ju.tlng aC~Il~" I..J;::-rnellt , JII' pt'('('nljl'<Jrily re
quire8 that his nnmgoni,' ~hould rOllrCh', th"t Frt"nci. 'v"rd~ an' I .... tt.,,· ;.n.l 

more naturaUy arranged th .. " in Latin, 'I'lIi , ""I~d I_ til,' I-!.:··.t hn""1 of 

Fr.'ncb gt"lILnmul'illns, who Jill whol .. pltgr~ wi,h ('n('onlillm~ u" II", ;"lllLlrahl. "f
nngcment, the method, Ihf! P(,n!l'iCllily of lh~'ir language. Jf .... nllly I ... ·J, .... 
thpm, I'nlry ,.I!JC'l"l Ii ~ac('d in ,/It' ~('lJleIlCe ill thl' I'ery unlN III wllid. It ("·,ur. 

10 the mind. Of thE' force, the boo"'y, ",ui ollt'nt inIC~ tIL" 11t"~1'~~lly of illl" 'IMOII 

in llrOl:C a~ w,·n :IS ill poetry, theT .. i ~, I heh( 'I'e, no dOlL"t; or cou."" u. lallguagt' 
which, like Fr<'llch, iM not ~ll"<':'·l'tiLI., ot" ii, lUll_tl,,· ,(('lerl;,,'. As Jill" th .. Ill_tu

ral or&>,' of ;<\en .• it hlUl long 'I('ell a 11I;(1I<'r or dehat .. , and many g.-drnmllrilLns 

h8~ maint(lin('d tha t til" 1.all1l eOlhtrucli oll I~ Ulore cOnfurlllH.lol(' tu it tlmn that of 

Frsllch, ~r of any modern IllngLlLlf\"('. Amuug thelle, thl' Ab/J~ R nJku.t, III hiS 

B~I1t:1 Ldirn, has 'lIaue ~Ilme CllTlOUM nllSen'alions, und :.pplied tbelll to wf. 
tennt passages from , .. illY DIllI Ulcero. The truth ~'CIUK to he, thlLt th ... {"on~lruc. 

tKla common to French aud must modem dinlel.'(s i~ the gralllll~tic:al, while thai of 

the ancieot .nguligel seems to he the nahmo.l cOllblructiull. 
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would be an occupatioD equaHy amu"inp; and instructive, but 
at the same time it would require morc It'isure than t~ traveller 
can command, and a work far morl" comprt'hensive than the 
present, intended merely to throw out hint.:. which the re8t\Pl" 

may veri()' and improve at discretion, as the suhject may 
hereafter invite. I must therefore confine myself to a very 
few remarks, deri,'cd principally frolll French cntJ.c". and 
consequently of l"onsiderable weight , hecause extorted, it must 
seem, by the force of truth from national nuity. The authority 
of Voltaire may not perhaps be looked IIpon as dccisi,'c, because, 
hOWl',"ef solid Ius Judgment, and how{'vcr fine his taste, he 
too otten sacrificed the dictatt'S of hath to the pnssioll or the 
whiul of the moment, and too frequently gave to interest, to 
rancor, and 10 part.v, what h(' owed to truth , to letters, and to 

mankind. Rut, it must be remf'mhered that these defects, 
while they lower his authority as a critic, also obscUTe hi .. n' pu
tauan as an historian, and deprive Frenc-h literature of the false 
lustre which jt has arquired from his renown. And indred, jf 

impartiality be essential to llistory, Voltaire mu .. t forfeit the ap
pellation of historian, as hi ~ liistoil"l' Generafe is one continued 
satire upon religion. intcndpd by its deceitful author not to in
fonn the understanding, but to pervert the Jaith of th(' reader. 
Hellcc the AMI: Mab~I/. in his ingeniou<; reflections on history, 
thougb not very hostile to the unbeliev ing party. ccnsme .. the 
above-mentioned work with some severity, witbout condescend
ing to cotel into the details of criticism. 

'fhe ~ame author speaks of the other historians of his lan
guage with contempt, and from the general sentence excepts the 
AbM Vtrtot and Flwf!1 only; exception,. which prove at!" the 
same time the critic's judgment and impartiality; for few writers 

4 
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equal the former in rapidity, sell'ctloL). and mtf'rt'q. and nOlle 
surpass the latter in erudition, !!ood !It'IlSt', and simphnlJ . 'I'hl' 
same AM(- prefers the lliMm:l/ '!f tl/l" COllw·il 1." Tn'lIl , h,· till w\,11 
known l:ath(,"1" l l aolo Sarpi, to ,ill Ihp hi~tori('~ f'01Jlpiit'd III !m 

own language, aucl n.:::Jlr('~cnl~ it (1<; a modd (If narration, arp;n. 
IlICIlt, and ()bsCl"vutioll. We nu." !ouh~cril)(' tn 11111 opinion ,)f 
this judicious critit:. ~o w('"11 ,'('fsed in til,' ILIl'rature of Ill" m'll 

f:oulltry, without t llC' lea"t hl'~itation , and ('xll,tHl In Iialian hi'l' 
lory in general the l'\1I1'C'r1orit .y which hI' all()\\'~ to 011(' nnl.,·, and 
OIlC who is not till' tirllt of Italian Ill :-,ton .ul~. I'itiwr ill t'\oqUt 'IH'I' 

or in ilDpartiality_ 

In olle spec ies of history illu('cd. the ita/jails Justly chum tilt'" 

honour both of invent.iun and of pre'I:l1lin l!)Il'c, awl this honour, 
not I'rallc~) only uut England IUllst, 1 hd ievl', ('O(U'etic withulII 

cuntest. I allude to critical hiugr~ phy, a hraudl of hi~tory in 
the highest dcgrC'C instruc ti\"/' aud entcrt:ulling, cmploy(·d 11\ 

Italy at a vCl"y early ))(,l"Iod , and ('arncd to th{' hip:h('st perfectioll 
by the late learned T;',"(/bo~l'''i. In French, Jew produ(,tions at' 
the kind exist: pcrhap::. thc pancgyrieai d:'~('-ourst '~ jlronnuuc'l,d 

in the Frcnch Academy border nearest upon It; hUl theM' ('0111· 

positions, though rccomnH'lulcd hy tile' IHIII)('" of PO/l/('m Nt' 

M·(ls.~illo1i. Flccr,il!.l·, IIfamwlltcf, alld so mallY otlU"I" dillstriuu~ 

academicians, arc too glittering, too arlificial. ami rdilled, at. 
wcll as too trivial and transi ent in tiwir vcr.y uaturc, to I:")o,(·itl= 
much interest, or ~' ) fix thc attention of thc Critic, In our own 
langur~gc .,Toll1/.~oll's L in's f!.f" tIle J)oct.~ prc.!.t'nt a fair obj(:d flf 

(;omparison, as far as the plan (',,-tcnds. and perhap~ ill poiut of 
execution may be comidercd by mUll)' of my reatiers a~ master
pieces of style, oa-.judgmellt, and even of eloquence, equ9,l, if not 
superior, to the Italian. Bu!. as the nan'ow sphere of til(t 

\'or.. IT . .1 ,. 
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Englisb biogra.pher !:oinks into insignificance, when compared to 
the va~~ orbit of the Italia.n historian, !:IO their works bear no pro
portion., and cannot of course bt: ,,:ol1sidered as objects of compa. 
l'lwn. With regard to the ~xec\Jtioll, Johnson, without doubt, 
surprises and almost awes the reader, by the weight of his argu. 
mellls, by tbe strength of bis expression, and by t.he uniform 
w.tjesty of his language; but I know not whether the ease, the 
grace, and the insillllaling familiarity of Tiraboliclti may not 
cilann uS llIort:, and keep up OllT attention nud our delight much 
longer. 

III one braoch of literature l'l'aIiCC lIlay have the :uhantagc 
over most modern lan.guages, 1 mean ill theological coqlpositioll: 
and tbis advantage &hc owes to her plv'Culinr circumstances; ]" 
might say with more propriety, to ber mistortunes. The Calvi
nistic opinions prevalent in Geneva had bt'ell propagated at an 
early period of the reformation in the southt'rn provinces of 
france, auel in a sliOlt lipacc of time made such. a progress, 
that their partisans conceived themselves numerous enough to 
cope with the establisb('d Churt'h, illld perhaps powerliJl enough 
to overturn it. They first manile!oted tlwir y,eal by insults and 
threats, then prOOt"eded to deeds of bJood and violence, and at 
length involved their country in all the horrors of civil war, 
uaarchy. and revolution. In the interim, the pen was emploYIv"<j 
as well as the sword, and while the latter culled forth all the 
exertions of tht: body, the former brought into action all the 
cncrgit'S of the mind. 

Duriug more than a century, war and controversy raged with 
cqUllI fqry. and whatever the opinion of thd reader may be' 
upon the su~icct in debate, he will probably agree with me, 

4 
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llJat Ca]vini:,m, dd~<tted ~ltk(· in the lj('ld of hattl(· illld in tile 
nobkr contest of :ll'glllJlf'llt, W:J:' cnlllpellt'tI to rcsi~1l th(' douhlr 

palm of victo~y to tlw .~( ·Il11h or lwr ndn·rsary. JUlhe rOllr»!' 

of the debate, and particularly toward .. its dost" ,!trpat tali-Ht .. 

appeared, and llllll'h iU,!!{'nHity fl1ld karnJll~ were Jispla.\'l-d Oil 
both sides; till tht' rl."'~ l)Crtir(' rmrtil!o; ~oelll 10 unite nil 111<'11 

Jlowcr~ in tll" pel~OIl!l of two eiJampiohs. Clallde and .lJ(ls.~'·rl. 

Though nat un' had Ix.'pn liocral U\ inlt-\Icrluul cnJmvmenls to 
both \he di.~pu lall t<" allli tl1ml!.!,b all thl' tnl 'an!! of il rt han bl..'ClI 

'~lll pl()yt'd to illlprov\' tht' gdt-. oj" 11;111111', .\ l'\ Ill\' llllltl'~1 \\ a)o h.1 
no IIWi.lll~ {"qual hdw('('r. 1/)1'1/1; alltl utter /ml'illg Ix~'n wor~ll ·tI]II 

('l'CI'y onset, the Eldl'f" at it'D!!!!! .~u"k lIuder the t'uJwriuritJ 
of the P,relatt'. J\III, if lil!: YJdllll can dl"l"II"l' II/)Y I!nxl,t from 

the hand that fdl~ it, Cluude. ami (;1\1\"11\;:-.11) IIl:1y hoa~t thai, the 
illll~irious HO~iilld WU!i alol\l' C'dpabll" ami alone worth)'. tu ~iv .. 
the talal hlow that pllt :111 \'nd at once to thl' ~Iory. and 
~IUlf'tst to the ('xi:-.h:hcc of tIll" party ill France, , 

Bossltet was inon,d a grc<tL lHan, and olle of tho",,' t'xtrH
ordinary miud!; which at di~lant lllll'rval" -..' (·.n all if dl!llutCJ ii'UlIl 
U j;u!><'rior re,l!;ioll, to enii,ghtl'n lind to astoui~h mallbnd. With 
ni l the orj~illaiity'(Jf b'"<'nius, be was Ji-Ct' Irom its en.:e/ll!lcilr 
and intemperance. Sub/inl!' \\ithout vb~eurjt,\. bolt! )"rt accu
rate,l>picmlid and j't't simple at t1l(' sam\~ lillIe, he a\\"t~, dl')

vales, 'and delights hj~ rcaders, overpowers all re:-.ist:ulcc, and 

k:.ul" them willi.'~ CClptirc~ to joil! and to !)hare his triumpil. 
Tlu'! ocii.."cts of his style anse from the imperfection of hi~ Ilia· 

leel; and pt!rliap)o, he could not ha,·c givcn a str~gcr proof uf 
tht: energies of hi'! mind, thall in compelling the Fn'nch lan~ 

guuge itsdf tc:f become the vehicle of sublimity. Hill works, 
J'r 2 
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therefore, arc superior to all other CllutfO\f'fSial writings ill hi:; 
own or in nny other language. 

In Italian there an.', I 1)('lic\'c, nOlW of thal dl'scription: 
there was 110 differellce of opinion 011 the subject, and of course 
no controversy: a deficiency in their litcratun: abundantly com
pCllsalcd by the absence of animosity, of hatred, of pcnallaws. 
and of insolence on one side, and on the other, of complaint, 
of degradation, and of misery. 

To return to my first obscrvatiol1.-'Ve have just rc.'lson to 
lament, that a language so inferior in every respect as I"rench, 
should have been allowed to acquire such an ascendaJIcy a~ to 
be deemed even in Enp;land a necessary accomplishrncnt,.and 
made in some degr~e an integral part of youthful education. If 

·a common medium of communication between nations be ne
cessary, as it undoubtedly is, it would han "cell l:l{lldent to have 
rdained the language JIIost generally known in civilized nations, 
which is Latin; ('Specially as this language is the mother of it! 
the polished dialects now used iu Europe, has the advantage of 
being the clearest, tbe most rcgul.lr, and the easiest, and more
over, was actually in possession at the very til;lC when it plcasl.'d 
yarious courts to adopt, with the dress and other fopperies of 
France, its language also. Heason might reclaim agaillst the 
absurdltj of preferring a semi-Larbarous jargon, to a most an • . 
cient, a most beautiful, and a most perfect Janguage; but 
the voice of reason is seldom )Ieard, .md yet more seldom 
.listened to a~ourts, whl.Te fashion, that is tlte wtim of the mo· 
nardl or of the favourite, is alone consulted and followed c\'cn 
in aU its deformities and all its utravagancies. 
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Uut tbat \o;ohich escaped the obsen"atioll of th" courtier ou"ht 
In have attracted tilC'lltkntic>Il uf the millist('r, who Illip,ht h:vc 
di!con'n~d Ly reilcC'liull or by ('xpcncll('c, the :ulnllltag(~s which 
a ncgociator dl'Tives from the perfect knowl('ugl' uf the lan
guage which he cmplo)'s, and tlll' t'xtrCIll(; illlpoliey uf COII
cediug these ad,'antages to our enemies. In order to form a 
just idea of the importance of this (,OllCC!>l>illll, Wt' Ill'ed olily 
to obser .... e the sup<,riority which a frenchman a~~Ulllt's. 

in Capitals where hi,; lunguage is ~Ilpp{)l>('d 10 be' that H1' 

good company, snch as Fiell/w, lind particularly l'dcrsbul'g, 
and contrast with that superiority, his lJUlllhlc appe,InUU't' ill 

London or in Home, where h(' canllot pretcnd to :ouch a distinc
tiun. In the rormcr cities he feel" hims('Jf at hOHlI', :nlll cOlisi. 
ders himself as the first in rauk, bcc..1.u!.(' the first in 1anwmJ.!;"; 
;n the latter, the cnllsciOUSlll'SS of being a foreigul'r" ellt'd.s Ills 
natural confidence aud imposes upon him, how('ver rl'hlctant, 
thc fC5crved llelllcanor inseparahle froUl that character. 

Now, ' in all diplomatic m{'ctinl-,"S, fru • ..:h it, tIl(' hwgllag{' 
of tliscussion, and conscqlH.'ntly, th(' Frcl)(;h HC,~",·i'ltor dis
plays his faculties with thc same ease alld witlt till ' :.aIl1:· 

certainty of applallSc as in his ow n .,aJool1, !<.urruumled Illth 
a eirck of frit'llds at ])arj~. Tbl' En.!:,llsh l'lJvoy fill t ill": COII

trary finds his natural reserve incr('a~l'd, :H1d all his pu \\er!<. 
purahzcd by a sensalir-\l of interiority in tht· lI ... t' of th t ; Wt'apOIIS 

which he is vl:.liged to ('n'I>\oy, ,1IlU hy aconvirlioll tbal the du
fJuencc of his a(lversary must triumph ov('r his plain, ulladornt'd. 
and prohably iIl-ddivcrcd statement<;. To thi:-. (lis;uhalltf.~(' WI' 

may. perhaps. attribu~ the oUscrvation ~o oltm ft'peatt'd, llJflt 
France recovers in the cabinet all she loses iu thl' fidd: an O~t'r-
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vation, which, jf it does not. wound our l'riJc, ought at least to 
~aken ollr caution. 

But this diplomatic e"il is not tJle only, nor the greatest, 
mischief Ulat l'e~ults from this nbsurd preference: it more
over enables our enemies to disseminate their political prin_ 
ciples, to caTry on intrigues, to multiply the m('ans of seduction, 
and to insure, by the agency of numberless scribblers, pam
phleteers, pot'tasler&, &c. the success of their dark and deep 
hud projects. They are already endowed u'iu, too many mean::. 
of 1I1I8chid~ and posses~ all the skill and aCli\'ily requj~ite to 
giVll them effect... Why ::.hould we voluntarily IIICTeasc their 
powers of attack, and by propag'<l.ting their languab"C' open a 
wider field of action to tlwir banefUl influence ? SIIIch conduct 
6\U'cly bo~rs upon infatuation. 

J n the next place, the propagatIOn of the French lan
guage ha~ produced no bettcr t'fftcb in htcra~rc t\lan 
in policy. If France has furnished tht Republic oj Letter.;, 
with some fimshed models of theatrical excellence and eJ(

quilnt{' specimens of ceclc~iastical oratory, the only branches 
in which she c:ux:ls; ~he has, on the other hand, inundated 
Europe with fri\'{)IOll~ compositions, erotic songs, and love
t>ick novcl~, by which ~be has warped the public hu-tf" 

Mon.trum ; tot leSC vertit in ora, 
Tim IIil!Y~ facies, tot pullulat atm eorubrill. 

L.lib.vu. 
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from the classical rectitlLde uf lIlt' pn"\"~ 'dilJ!! 1'('lItu ri {"~: and In. 

l'crting the natural proc('S~ of tbl" HlJll ,I, t"ro\·d it I"rwlI IM!ld 
aqd llHllIly coott'lll! ;latiun~ to lall,!!uid awl r'lIenalin!! t ritlv. 
Nay, shc ha.<.; dO!w more. }'or til{' last ~i:\ty .'Tars, tilt" ~"' lI i us of 
Fr!-lUl:e, like nile ot" tho:>(" F,u·it,:. ", sOIllt'till){,s kt low,e to 11('0111".2:1." 

mankind, and to ript'll corrupted gCjl('rOlliullli It)!' dt'!ltfllC'tioll. lim. 
l'mploy<0 aU il.s t.alents ,mel all its attrn('rwu" t() ('O/r'I:/II1I(1 the 
distinction of right and Wl"Oug, of truth amI fitlsclw"d. I" il ltL'Ct 
t.he heart with t"\" 'ry \'il'c, and 10 cloud tilt' 111l(\ITSlatuIJll(! \\'llh 
every crror; to stop jt)\" <,'\'1"1" the two ~reat SOIlr~~ of human 
dignity and felicity, !I'ruth :.!Ild "irlllt', ami to blut out of the 
JIlind of man, the SUB, thc soul of the intellectllal wor/d, e ven 
the Divinity hilll st"ir: Such is ,the ullvar)'ing lClldt'lIe,Y ofalio.)st 
all the works which ba\'c isslled Irom the l'!vll("b pres", :llltl 
been circJtat("(1 in all the couutrie!l of Europe durillg tht' 
period abon:-llH'utioncd, I"fUlIJ lhe "OIUllIillults ;~lJd ("lllut-lC'r· 
1;001(' Ellcyc/o[1txlic dow!l tu the Declamations of "',,im'Y or 
the Tales of 111l1nmJTl fd, en pl,til format, for Ihe a.CCOlllnJO

dltion .r tmxcllers. The trutl! is, thai. the appellation (If 
l~rclleh literature, at present, seems confined !f) the works of 
Voltaire. and of h.i~ djscipJ{·.~ , that is, to tbe infidd betiol), 
excluding the nobler spccimens of }'reneh grnill.'J, the produc_ 
tions of' the age of Lewis XIV. <lnd of the period immediately 
following that monarch's dcmise: and if we wish to kilO'" tho 
effects which thi30 literature product.:s UpOIi the human mind, We 
need only east our ('S"'S upon those who are most gi\'en to it, 

Cui tristia bella 
Ira!quc ;,uidiO!que et no,ria crimina tordi. 

...Jc.'n,nl. 
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Ilnd the coulltrit"l where it fiourishM most. We :r;hall find that 
impiety and immorality keE'p pace with it in private and publif' 
Jij. and that dhmestic and national disorder and mi'Jery are its 
constant and ins('pamblc companion~. France, where the pesti
lence hf>gun, first tCit its consequences. and still hleeds under its 
scourge. The Prussian court, adulll1y degraded and despi~d. 
smarts UOdC-T the "Punishment brought llpon the mon?rchy by 

the French principles of tll(' atheistic .Frcdcrir. The Russian 
Capital. now the theatre of ('vcry dark illtriguf', treacher
ous plo~ and foul inrlulgt'llCI', lllay t:rt' If)ng- ha\ e reason til 

cUTSethe 4mpolicy of Catherine, who, h.rclJcourag1ll~ thc lan
guage and th{' opmions of Franct', sowed the !lceds of death :md 
of dissolutioll in the bosom of her cmpire. 

Vipeream jnspinl.n~ animam. 

Tbe late unhappy sovereign fell a victim to their inerca!>lllg influ
cnce: and it i!l difficult to say, whether the S<'lme passions 
working on the samc prim'ipJps, may not at some futur. pcn~ 
producc a similar catastrophe. Such arc the con!>Cqucllcc.,~ of par
tialily to .Freneh litvmturc. and sueu tHc last great curse which 
that nation, at all periods of its history the bane and thc torment 
of the human hpccics, has, in these latter time;" brought upon 
the civilized world. Now let me ask once more, in the namc of 
t!"uth und of virtue, of inlerc!>t and of patriotism, by what f:ttality 
Europe is doomed 10 f'Dcourage a language, the instrument of so 
much lJli~chid~ and to propagate a IiteraturC', the ,"chicle of 
poiron and of desolation? What can ind\l4je her to furnish 
weapols of aShllult to a giant Power, that massacres her triocs, 
llll(l rnntg('S Ilt'J" iaircst prm incl's, by supplying the means of 

3 
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COUllllUJlI('alIOIl , to I~l.(; jlilatc tIll ' pru~re" o f il l llll"S ,tln:ady too 
rapiLl ;:wd too sueeL~sful; ami thlls to prf'pa rc dl!' II ay lill' Iwr 
011"11 tina I su4jeetion ? Surciy .~IH,; II ilnpolitif: (:ollduct UIIlS1 4c 
thl.' I:lj,t degree of blindness. till' utmu~t pOInt 01' public ililatWlllnnt.. 

But. it 1Il1l,V be asked, Wbl'f(' is til(' n'llledy: TIlt' remedy J~ 
at lmllu. 'Ve han ' OUl" I"lwice of l W( ) . lall!.:"ua!.,'"t:I'o, pithcr "f 
whidJ lIIay hI' adoptl'd a ~ 11 ,!.;"('1)('/";d Illediulil Ill' ('UlIl1llltlJil';I' 
lioll, 110t only wi thou t ill{'OI1\'('lIi ('Ill't' IJl II ('len with a dl':lnl:u!.I:

Latiu a ud 1 taJlall . l.atiu i ... till' pan'lll of all till' rdillcd jail 

gua,~es in 1-:\11"01>"': the inh'r pn'tcr of lIlt' gn'at prllH:ipll''i or law 
and o f jU~licl'. or, III otiH"r \\' ord~, of juri'ipnulencc itl all (H 
101'111 ,> nud wi th :111 ib npplJ('uliulI:': it I~ tIll' dqJll ... itury of Wll'o~ 
dum a nd of !.Ci('IICI·, whil'h ('nT\' OIgl ', li'()Jl) the 1:111 or Carthag" 
dU\l ll 1"0 tht' pn':>('111 IJI'riod. I;as ' ('OlitiIlUt'd 10 1'1Il"H"h will! I h 

product ions. ih ill\l'llli\JII~, ib l'\I'~'li~'Il( 'I' : It ~lill ('olilltll](,' tilt' 
lIl 'Ct·ssa r.,' ami in di~Jll'll.<;ahk !H'c'om pl isliIl H' lIt of 11](' gt'lltl"lllan 
and of ti ll' scholar, and is the I'o(jl\~ illtl'o(\\1("(;ol} in,llI t il!' h()llollr~ 

abl. amI liheral I'roks~iOlI" . It "till n·lIlain .. til(' 111( "'1. widd.r 
sprc'Hd. of all lf1nglla~s, and its gJ'a llll11 ;l1 i~ jw;tly l't'.!.!;U'ci,'d 
fo r it s dcaruc!'s, its facility. and il ~ (,()Il 'iiSI ('O( ',Y a, tl\(' ( ;('~ 

'1eJ'1I1 grammar. \Vliy thl'll .~hollid WI ' nol ;Idol'! a ... 1111 ulli

ven..l]IIJ('tliuln uf Illl(,]"(,OlJrse 111 i., lali gwlgf' ull tl' I'r"a ll,v IIIld" r~ 

... tood; nnd \\by IlOl H'~t()r, · to it the 1)]"J\'l lt,(W "h jc·1i it hacll'w r 
ClljO),{'U, t ill t h.: li\ta l "C'I!l ( IU t'~!'i ,If u·wi .. XIV. SI)('c,1(IIII(' la ll

guage and thl' , it '('lj .... f Frall(· t' Ol' ('r Imll ' l ht: su ll,iugatC'([ C OllI ill( 'III ~ 

I Ile<.,d nO'(rClIlargc UpOll tlU' advilnt<.l )."!;1"S l h:lt w\lultl ]'(· ... II !t 
1'1'(1111 the adoptioll of Latin, or sltew bow tllurh it 1\"f)llld dlS~ 
enc umber and facilitate the I'rogre.~~ of ('ducatiuu: thl~ lilliCh, 

VO l" II. :1 I ' 
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however,l will observe, that tIlC energy and the magnanimity of 
the Roman authors in this supposition made c.mllllOll, might 
iindla.,once more thc flame of Iil>crt.v in Europe, and :lgain 
~aN 'ibe rising .~ncration IlO\V dissolvt·d in luxury ami in efli-,mi~ 
nacv. TIut, if in spite of taste and of reason, this nobll' ]an rr \w '!'(' _ 0 , 

must be confined to our clUM'ts and a model'l1 dialect must he 
preferred to it, lta1f.ll, \\ithoUl douht, i!ol the must eligihl,'. 
lx.'Cause it poss(,SSt's the most alivantagps and i:-. free from ('very 
ohjection. Of its aUnll1t:lgt'::., 1 have alrt'utly spoken; of its 
exemplion from I..'vib 10 which-En'nch is liahlt~. 1 nt."cd to say 
but a few wOI'lI!l. 1t ('a n haw no political iIlCLmn'l lit'lIct,; it is 
not thc language of 11 ri v<t i natioJl. Italy prel('nd.~ not to 11lli. 
vcrsal dominion, eitll('r by scI\. or by laud ; it administers to 
tht· pleasures without alarming tlw fears of other nations. Its 
language is that of' poetry and of Illusic; it is spread over 
all the wiuo-cxtl..' ll<it'{l coa~l~, aut! tbro$h all the innumer_ 
ablc islands, of the MI..'lIiterraneun, and ha::., at least, a classic 
uuivcrsnlity to n!<;ommcml it to the travellcr ~'ho wishes to 
visit the l'egiou::. l'ulloulcd by the genius tllHl hy the "iii-tics 
of antiquity. Thc gencral h.' lIor of Italian is pmI' and boly. 
None of its great author.. wefe lidl:ded wilh impiety, and not 
ono of its cciebrated works i~ tinctured, C\'CIl in the slightest 
dcgrec, with thllt poisonous ingredient. I liave already mell
tioned the ease with which it may he acquired: all its sounds 
may be !olmd i.n evcry lUllhT1.1a,!,TC; alld if et uc diflieult, perbaps 
impossible, for fOI'f~igners to acquire all the gl'accs of its modu
lation, tbey may witll vcry little lahour mukc themselves tna~ters 
of its esstjtia\ parts, SII alo to t'xprcss themselv., with facility 
and with perspicuity. 

But it may perhaps be objected, that a Change of diplomatic 
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language might at presen t be tlitlicuit, if Hot JlIlp{)~'1thlc. 1'he 
difficulty is not so great as Illay be ill1:J.glIH'd.* Let any 011(' of 
the greater Court" dedan' ib intention of comnllmicnl." Il'llh 
foreign mini!ltcl':' only ill it~ own lanp;uag<"or in Latin or Italian: 
and a revolution in Ih l'> r(,"J~et will be brou~ht about without 
delay or npposilioH. 'J'h:ll thio; ch:)I)1.,'\' is desirahll', flud that 
it would hrin).!. with it mallY jlolitical, litJnu'Y, ;ultl CI'(' II llIoml 

advanilluc'l ('au 'Ic<lrcc1,v \w dhtlllkJ: anJ that il may take pla<f 

itt some futlll\ ' I','riud i~ by no Ull 'alh IIllpmhablc ", 

Italiall IV[\S, ill tilt' "ixic" llth and M!\'('llh'cnlh ('t'nluriCl', "'hal 

Fre lldl ha,> h(' I'1l III tile' I'il!;hll'.'ntli, with this dllli.:rrl1C'P, that till! 
1()J'llll'f langu:Lgc OWl d to it-. (1\1 II illi rilhi,' L1l('rih that ext('IlI;iou 

which· the latter acquirl'd IIj tlw IH·t'j}(lI!d,.rall (,(~ or ' ]~l'l'llclt 

power. \r!\(:1l that pOWI'l' <",,'linL's, and it i.., tim ).!.igantic and 

too opprc!>sil'(, to 1if\1, tIll' langthLg.' '\\ til dc'dill\' with it , and 
agaill feturn to its u;.lul'al \imib; Imt what J'lIIgLla~{' will SLlCrI'f",j 

it, it is not ea"y to cunie.'tun', Italian Ita'! itK intrimic I'H,d_ • • 

lellt.:c and its ~up('J'jo\' literature to \t '(' 'lrmncnd i.t; hut Enl!;h!l>h • 

.. 'I'h i~ rc\-oluti01\ lIligllt h:wc \"'f'n clll"'h'd ill \,i"llIl:l. in tile )\'ar "!H, til .. l ,", 
~b.ortl,v aftci Ill(' "Ollllll(')Ic('mCIl\ 0\' III(' ll' fulUlionary war, if the wIlr! IUld ~ul'_ 

puMI"U thl" Ami·('ullicHl ~piri l of th., grnlry un,\ [1<"011\1", \'I'h ... JWf'tty ~('n," 

rlilly can1\' 10 II r<'..olutiun 10 tli~mis.. all } ' J ('nrh l{'urhc,.., aud j"rbid tt,..ir (,lIniliu 
to u~c that langu"g" ullon·allY occa,;un, n M;ulilar dib,,<)l.ltiulI WII ~ mani(;.'IIwU jl. 

thl" yellr 1~U(j hll'ete",IJll r~, in a much higher 'Iuarl{'r, a~ Ihf' EllIllI::rUf' ~ lIa id 1<> 

have fluhlidy drclare<l, Illal he never r~lu..d,'d lu Ix: ad,jn'~'>Cd ill IlIlJ I'"'/.ill,'':'· 
hul Engli,ili ... Hu ... ~iall, hut ill J'l'ilher ~n'oC wa~ th" pntrioi.ic FClMJlm ;olJ , ul'
port{'{j; the "er~ of ,,'j"Jll1a rc~umco.l IlwiT F reud.! grareDllll'II,pJId Ihll I;mpo

rur ,1\('xllJrilrr ~ubmiltl)d to ,Fn'n~h iuHuer"_c, 

t How rIIu.th thto rt'jec.tion u( their bngulIg<" llnno~ arxl mortillcu the }'reach 

f'a[,hwt ltJ'pean rrom tho angrJ' uprl'Wignl uf Bgn"l'art~1 wmplaillint lbat., 111 

3, 2 
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with similar though inferior claims, is supporu:d by fallhion, 
a very powerful ally, by influenc(' COillllll'nsurah.. with the km.wn 
worl.nd by feflown that spn~ads from p,,1l> to [kIlo.:. It I!! 

already the language of commerce .as }'rench i., that of diplo
macy> and while the one is confined to court.:. amJtCapit.<ds, the 
other spreads over continents and islands, and is tbe (halet t 

.6f the busy and lht active in evcry qttarlcr of the globe: . 

..-.rith such a weight on it') side it is pos:,i lJll', even probable, that 
the scale will prepondcraLP in favour of English; a preponder_ 
ance which may fiallcf our vanity, hut can nut pr011l0ll' our in
terest, as it will increase HIl influence <llrt'ady (':\oriJil:wt, amI 
expose liS more and morc to the .iealou~it'S ami tht' su"piciolls 

of Europe. 

After all, it is vcry difficult to dctermine, whether, Rlly hn
man efforts ('au influence I he filtc of lallf,4bgcs. or abridge or 
prolong their destined duration. We move along: in a ,'a!)t time
r-aJ proce5!>ion, which COllV("Y!> incii\'ilillals, kingdoms, alld ~ll. 

pin's, with their passions, their mOO\llIH' nt", their langll<lp.c~, 

to the tomb. 'flip C;I'ccks and HOIu<ln'l pn.:cn.lc II !> in the 
paths of oblhioll: a Jilint murmur of lheir languages n'lwilcs 
onr ears, to surnsidc t'r(' long in UUN ~ilcncc, Shall our less 
pnfcd dialects be murc fortunatl', and can typographic art un
part to them an immortality that fate refu"crl to the beauty of • Grecre and. to the majc!>ty of Romc? 1 know not; but I call 
scarce CXp<'ct such a di!)tinction, One ('on'lola.tion howcv('f 
offers itsdf amid tll ;!> .gclleral wreck of man, q(, his \\'orks, 
nnd of his-";nv("ntioll!>; it is, that ncw politicAssociations 

the lade lIt'gotidioll8 (of 1806), tl,e English Miuistry "ilhed to lengthen alld pt"i-
"leI the diKull8ions, by thl' introouction of fAl/inform!, &..,. 
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