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THE Author presents the following pages to the Public with 

diflidenee. He is aware that the very title of a Tour through 

Italy i~ sufficient in itself to raise expeetatiou, which he has 

Jeanwd from the f~ite of similar ('ompositions, is niore 1-le

quentl)' disappointed than satisfied. To avoid as much as 

possible this lJlcOlWCnience, he thinks it neecs:-iar.y to state 

prccisely the nature and object of the present work, t.hat the 

reader may enter upon its perused with BOllle pn\\'ious knowledge 

of its conteuts. 

The Preliminary Discou~e is- intended chiefly it)!' the ~n{or

mation of youthful and inexpericll(,ed travellers, and points 

out the qualities and accomplishments requisite to cmwlc them 

to derive. from all Italian Tour its full advantages. The Header 

then comes to the Tour itself. 

The epithet Classicalsufticicntl.v points out its peculiar 
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character, which is to trace the resemblance between Modern 

and Ancient Italy, and to take for guides and companions in 

the beginning of the nineteenth century, the writers that pre-

ceded or adorned the first. Conformably to that character, 

the Author may be allowed to dwell with complacency on the 

incidents of ancient history, to admit every poetical recollection, 

and to claim indulgence, if in describing objects so often 

a1Juded to by the l~atin wliLers, he should frequently borrow 

their expressions; 

Materire scripto eonveniellte sure 

Citations, in tact, which notwithstanding the example of 

Cicero, and the precept of Quintilian 1', some severe critics arc 

disposed to proscribe, may here be introduced or even lavished, 

.without censure; they rise spontaneously from the soil we 

tread, and eonstitute one of its distingllishing beauties. 

In Modern History, he may perhaps be considered as some

times- too short, but it must be remembered that ~fodcrn 

History is not Cla:~sical, and can claim admission only as an 

illustration. As for the forms of government established in 

... - --'._._-- . --_._ .... ---.---- ..... _----------
• Ovid, Trist. 1. ·v. I. 

tQuintil. lib. 1. ~p. v. Edit. Rollill~. 
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nlany provinces by the present :French rulers, they are generally 

passed over in silence and contempt, as shifting scenes or rather 

mere jigul'altti in the political drama, destined to occupy the 

attention for a time, and to disappear when the principal cha

racter shows himself upnn the stage. 

Of the state of painting and sculpturc, though these arts 

reflect so much lustre on Italy, little is said; an acknowledg

mcnt which may surprize and disappoint many readers. But, 

on the one hand, to give a long cataloguc of pictures and 
~ 

statues, without explanatory observations, appeared absurd; 

and on the other, to execute such a work in a becoming man

ner requires leisure, technical information, and the pen of a 

professed artist. perhaps of a Hevnolds. The subject is there

fore touched incidentally only; but as it is extensive and amusing, 

and affords scope. to the display of skill, taste and erudition 

united, it will, it is to be hoped, ere 10l]g attract the attention of 

some writer capable of doing it justicc. 

As to the Style-in the first place some, perhaps many 

expressions, and occasionally whole sentences, may have been 

inadvertently repeated.: a defect great without doubt, but 

pardonable because almost unavoidable in descriptive compo-

8itioll. TYJio, in truth, can paint like Nature, or who 'vor.lJ his 

colt»lrillg with'all the· tints of Italian scenery, lighted by I taliau 

VOL. I. b 
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skies? If Lucretius has repeated at length two of the most 

beautiful passages in his poem the Author may claim induJg

cncc, if in describing the perpetual recurrence of similar objects, 

he has been betrayed into similar language. 

In Proper Names, he has ventured frequently to use the 

ancient appellation if not irrecoverabJy lost in the modern . 

..", he sometimes intronuccs tIle Ikll(lct(.l;, Liris, and AtI;esis, 

instead of the Lago di Garda, Gal'igliano and Adige, because 

the former namcs are sti II familiar to the learned car and by 
.. ~ 

no means unknown even to the peasantry. 'J'he same may he 

said of the Arno, the Tiber, and severa] other rivers, and way be 

extended to many cities and mountains. He has, as much as 

possible, attempted to discard the ,Frencl~ h:!rJrllJlatiQuin 1 ta1ian 

~~. and laments toat he canllot carry consistency' so far 

as to apply it to antiquity, and njectiug the semi-barharous 

appellatiolls with whicJl the :French have misnamed sorae 

of the most illustrious ancients, restore to HOr'clce, ann 

Virgil, all their Roman majcsty't'. But this general reforma

tion. must be left to more able and more popular writers", or 

rather perhaps recommended to the learned gentlemen who 

1(1 Lib. I. v. 925.-J.Jih. IV. v 

t TitUti Liviu8 owes the recovery of his Roman appellatiQn to the Bishop pf 
Llandatf.-..4pology for the Bible. . . 
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preside over the Universities and the great SchoolSMiund to the 

Critics who direct the public taste in Reviews, and have of late 

exercised no small influence over custom itself. 

'Ve llOW come to ol~jects of greater moment, and here the 

Author mu~t, however reluctantl'y, obtrude himself on the atten

tion of the Reader. Hc1igion, Politics, and Literature, am the 

three great objects that employ ever'y mind raised by education 

above the ]mrel of the labourer or the mechanic; upon them, 

every thinking man must have a decided opinion, and that 

opinion must occasionally influence his conduct, conversation, 

and writings. Sincere and undisguised in the belief and pro

fession of the Roman Catholic Religion, the A uthor affects not 
~, 

to conceal, becau::;c he is not H::.hdlllL'll vf it::, Intlucncc.However 

unpopular it Illay be, he is cOLlvinced that its evil report is not 

the result of any inherent defect, but the natural consequence 

of polemic animosity, of the exaggerations of friends, of the 

misconceptions of <':'llemies. Yes I he must acknowledge that the 

affecting lessons, the holy examples, and tlle majestic rites of the. 

Catholic Church, made an early impression on bis mind; and 

neither time nor experience, ncitht?r re;lding nor cOIlversation, nor 

much travelling, have weakened that impression, or diminished 

hi~ vCllel'atiOl'l. Yet with this affectionate attachment to the 

an~icnt Faith. 'he presumes Dot to arrnlgn those who support 

othersystcrns. Persuaded that their claims to mercy as well as 

hi. o.Wij, depend upon Sincerity and Charity, he leaves them 



Xli I)REFACE. 

and himsel.,to the disposal of. the common Father of An, 
WilD, we may humbly hope, will treat our errors and our defects 

with more indulgence than mortals usually shew to each other. 

In truth, Recollciliation and Union are the oblects of his warmest 

~hes, of his most ferycnt prayers; they occupy his thoughts, 

they employ his pen; and if a stone shall happen to mark the 

spot where h~~ remain" are to repose, that stolle shall speak of 

Peace and Reconciliation. 

"r e come ncxt to Politics, a sublcct of a vcry delicate nature, 

where diflerence of opinion, like disagreement in Religion, hus 

given occasion to mallY rancorous and interminable contests: 

and here, expressions apparcntly htvourablc to republicanism" 

or perhaps tho general It::udcl1''.Y uf lIb priuciplts to tIw cl:Hlse of 

freedom, may incline some of his readers to suspect him of an ex

cessive and unconstitutiona1 attachment to that form of gon~rn

ment. Without doubt, IJibcrty, the source of so many virtues, the 

mother of so many arts, the spring ofpublic and private happiness, 

of the glory and the greatness of nations, is and ever will be the 

idol of liberal and manly minds, and that system which is most 

favourable to its developmentmllst necessarily obtain their appro

bation. But fortunately they need not have recourse to fine-spun 

theories for the principles, or look to past ages or distant coun

tries for the practice of a free, and, what may justly be called. a 

republican government. The ConstitutIon of England Icttially 

comprises the excellencies of all the ancient commonwea,lths, 
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together with the advantages of the best forms of monarchy; 

though liable, as all human institutions arc, to abuse and . 
decay, yet like the works of Providence, it contains in itself the 

means of correction and the seeds of renovation. Such a system 

was considered as one of unattainable perfection by Cicero, and 

by Tacitus pronounced, a. vision fair hut transient. A scheme of 

policy that enchanted the sages of antiquity may surely content 

the patriot and the philosopher of modern days, and the only 

wish of both must be, that, in spite of courtly encrtachment and 

of popular frcnzy, it may last for ever. 

In Literatu)'c, jf the Author differs from those who have 

preceded him in the same Tour, if he censures the opinions of 

any other traveller 01' writer, he hopes he bas expressed the 

reasons of his dissent ,vith the tenderness and the attention due 

to their feelings and reputation. 

On the merits of the French language and literature he 

differs from lDany, but he is open to conviction even on this 

SUbject, and only requests the Reader to weigh with impartiality 

the reasons which he produces against both, and the more so, 

as the question is of greater importance than may perhaps be 

imagined; for, to the wide circulation of French authors may be 

attributed" lllanY'if.of the evils under which Europe now labours. 
~" 

i'b~,observatioll naturally leads to thc following. If ever he in-
,~t, 

dulJ;tes in harsh and acrimonious language, it is when speaking of 
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the French, their principles, and measures; and on this subject· 

he acknowledges that his expressions, if they corresPQlld with 

his feelings, must be strong, because his abhorrence of that go

vernment and its whole system is deep and unqualified. 

Neither the patriot who l'Ccollocts the vindictive spirit with 

which the Uuler of }'rullcc carries on hostilities agaiu-st Great 

Britaiu, the only bulwark of Europe, and the asylum of the 

Independence of Nations, because l}(~ knows where .Freedom 

makes her last stand, 

Libert<u, ultima mundi 

Quo steterit ferienda loco, 

Luc(/n v 11. 

nor the philosopher who considers the wide wasting war which 

the French government has been so long carrying on against the 

liberties and happiness of mankind, will probably condemn the 

author's feelings as intemperate, or require allY apology tor 
the harshness of his expressions. As long as religion and lite

rature, civilization and independence arc ol~jects of estimation 

among men, so long mllst revolutionary rrance be beheld with 

horror and with detestation. 

It now only remains to inform the reader, that the Tour 

sketched out in the following pages was \lll~rtaken in com .. 

panywith PUILIP ROCHE, Esq. a young gentleman of fOfU;tne, 

who,,;'whUe be spared flO expence to render it instructive, con .. 
4 
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~bl.'tted much to its pleasures by his gentle manners, and by 

his manymiId and benevolent virtues; virtues which, as it was 

hoped, would have extended their influence through a long and 

prosperous Jife, and contributed to the happiness, not of his fa

mily only, but of an extensive circle of friends ~nd acquaintance. 

But thest'Phopes were vuin, and tbe A uthor is destined to 

pay this unavailing tribute to the memory of his frieud and 

compal11on. 

The two gentlemen who, with the Author and his fellow tra

veller, formed the party often alluded to in the following pages, 

were the Honourable :Mr. Cu:n, now Lord BROWNI,OW, and 

ROBERT RUSII"BROKE, of Rushbroke Hall, Esq. The infor

mation, the constant politeness, and good humouz- of the 

former, with the livelincss, the mirth, and the accomplishmcnts 

of the latter, heightcned the pleasures of the journey, and, by 

supplying a continual fund of incident and conversation, ren

dered even Italy itself more delightful. To Lord BROWNI,OW, 

the A uthor must acknowledge another obligation, as IJC is in

debted to his Lordship for several useful observations during the 

course of this work, and particularly for the details of the ex

cursion to the island of Ischia, and the account of the solitudc.i 

of Camaldoli and of Alvernia. 

rIle publicdtion of these volumes has been delayed by fre

quent avocations, and particularly by a more cxteQsive aDd 
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scarcely Jess interesting excursion to parts of Dalmatia, the 

'Vestern Coasts of Greece, the Ionian Islands, to Sicil!f, Malta., 

&c. &c. The details of this latter Tour may, perhaps, be pre

sented to the public if the foUowing pages shall seem to meet 

its approbation. 

Great Cizesterjord, Esu:~, 

Sept. 14, 1812. 



PR,ELIMINARY DISCOURSE. 

Jam mens prretrepidall!! avet vagari 

.Jam l:eti studio pedes vigescullt 

o du1cps comitum yalete cmtus 

Long(~ quos simu] <'t dorno profectos 
Diverse varia! \'ia' reportanL 

Ca~ul. XLIV, 

THE degree of preparation necessary for travelling d60-

pends upon the motives which induce us to travel. He, who 

goes from home mere] y t~' chaRge the scene and to seck for 

novelty; who makes amusement his sole object, and has no 

other view but to fill up a few months that must otherwise 

remain unemployed, has DO need of mental preparation for his 

excurSlOD. A cOIlvenient post-chaise, a good Jetter of credit, 

'and a well-furnished trunk are all that. such a loiterer can 
VOL. I. c 
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possibly 'wi"h for; tor occupation he will have recourse'to inns, 

to C()ntx~-i.~)Uses, and to theatres, with their appurtenances, 

wllieh cannot f~lil to supply him with incidcl1ts, anecdote, and 

pastime ill abundance. But he who ~li('ves with Cicero tllUt 

it becomes a man of a liberal and aetivc mind to visit 

countries ennobled by the birt.h and the residence of the 

Great; who, with the same Roman, finds himself disposed by 

the (.'ontemplatioll of sueh scenes to virtuous and l10110urabk 

pursuits; he who, like Titus Quiutius employing t.he first days 

of leisure after his glorious achievements in visiting the celc

brated monuments of Greece, embraces the earliest opportunity 

of visiting the dassic regions of Ita]y, such a travclkr win 

easily comprehcnd the llt'cessity of providing before-hand the 

infQPuation necessary 1.0 enable him t.o traverse the COlllltry with

out COllstant' dIfficulty, doubt, and inquiry. And indeed, if 

there be a 'l'our in which such preparation is more p(~culjarly 

necessary than in any other, it is that which 1 allude to: as 

It~li ,owes more to history than even to nature; and he 

who<ITvisits it merely with his eyes open to its emhelJishments, 
f: 

flndhis mind intent on observation, though he may sec mueh 

and 'learnmucb also, will yet, with all his curiosity and dili. 

gence, discover one-half only of its beauties. Even those 

travellers who have made some efforts. to q,~alify themselves 

by previous application, will find many oCc~io~s to regret 

th~t>theybaye not extended their researches· sti~l farther, and" 



PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE. Xl" 

that they have not, by a longer course of preparation, added to 

their means both of amusement and of instructioll1i.'. It may, 

therefore, be considered as an appropriate, if not as a ne

cessary, irltroduction t..., an account of Italy, to point out to 

the reader such branches of information as are eithcl' indis

pensable or highly advantageous to a traveller visiting that 

country; aftt~r which I mean to add a few ,reflections an.d 

cautions, with a view either to prevent inconveniencies or tQ 

remove prejudices. 

CLASSICAL KNOWLEDGE. 

I. As these pages are addressed solely to persons 0 

a liberal education, it is almost needless to recommend "'the 

Latiu Poets and Historians. Virgil and Horru....>e, Ciaro and 

Livy, ought to be the inseparable com.panions of aU tnl

\'ellers; they should occupy a corner in every carriage, 

• V ous ne saul"iez croire, says the Abbe Barthelemi to .the .comte ~ Ctl,ylus, 

combien mon voyage (eIlltali~)mi\ hurnilic; j'ai vu tant de choses quej'ignorois, 

et que j'igllore encore, qu'il lIl'a paru fou de se savoir gre de quclqu.es coIUlois· .. . 
sances 8uperficlelles.-Lettre XXI, 

Yet the aWiior af J.naehN'sis WIli4U~d,the most learned andjudiaiGlls....u

quaries in France. 

c 2 
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and he ca.ned forth in every interval of leisure to rf'lievc 

the latiguc and to heightcll the pleasure of the journey. 

ramiliar acquaintance or rather bosom intimacy with the 

ancients is evidentl'y the first and most essential accomplish

ment of a classica/ traveller. 1311t there is a class of Poets 

who, though nearly allied in language, sent.iments, and country, 

to the ancients, arc yet in general little known; 1 rnean the 

modern l..iatin poets, Vida, Sann<lzarius, l;'racastorius, }'lami

lUu!',Politian, &c.* who laboured so successfully to restore the 

pure taste of antiquity. 

Boileau and the French critics affected todcspise these authors·-/"', 

POpl' printed) or rather, I believe, reprinted with additiollH, a collection of 

poemR from these authors in two volumes dnodf'cill1o. The Clarendon pr('~s g-ave, 

the public a superh specimen of typographical elegance, in 1111 edition of Vida, in 

three volumes octavo, in the ;years 22, 2.3, 24, of the last century. 

t The contempt which the Fl'ell(~h critks generally Hllew for modern Latin 

poetry may, perhaps, arise from a consciousncHs of their OW1I deficieney ill this re

spect. Vaniere, Rapin, and Santeuil, are the only Latin poets, if 1 recollect well, 

of any consideration t.hat France has produ(:ccl, and though they arc Hot without 

~ome merit, yt't they betray in th;' effort with which they ::clvance alld ill 

tile very art which they display, somewhat of the lat.f'nt barbariano ,Even in 

Latin prose the Freneb do not ilCCOI to have succeeded bett:ro"}, . Ther(!''''~ a!way,J. 

an appearance of study and constraint in their style, very different from the easy, 
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and, for what reason it. is diiticlllt to discover, undervalued their 

latinity. But men of eq ual discernment, Atterbury ,Pope, and 

Johnson, entertained a ,'cry different opillion of their merit, and 

not only read hut sometimes borrowed from t.hem. Every body 

is acquainted with the beauti(itl compliment which t.he British 

poet pays to Viua, and t.hrough him indirectly to his fellow 

bards, whose united rays lighted up the glories of the second 

August.au age; and every reader nut blinded by prejudice must 

admit the propriety of this poetical t.ribute, alld . aeknowh'dge, 

that not Vida only but several of his contemporaries treali 

in the footsteps of their illustrious coun1 rvmen Virn·jl <lull 
.' ~ 

Horace; not unfrcquent.ly catch a spark of their inspiration, 

and oneil speak their lal1guage with the grace and fiH:ility which 

dist.illglli~h native HOlllalls. U pOll the preseM--oeeasion 1 mea9;; 

to recolllmend, in particular, only stich passages in their works 

II.tts ha~ .. e an immediate connection with Italy, and arc calculated 

unatrccted flow of ltalian authors. The latter only have either preserved or 

recovered the (,frtc, 'Cox Romani gnuri.\·, urbi·~fJ/(l' pl'o]Jti~, in 'iua nihil qjf(:ndi, 

nihil displiCf'7'I', nihil animadrcrti possil, nihil sonUl'e, aut olere pC1·fgrinum.

(ti.icero de 0,..) 

Henc~Mr. Roseow bas reason to mention these poets with partiality, under 

t'hf'fl.ttering but mbited appellation of the l'ivals of Virgil llnd Horace. 
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to give an additional interest to any part of its history, scenery, 

or antiquities. In these passages, where the subject calls fc)rth 

their ·enetgies, they glow with the fire of enthusiasm, and in 

n\nnber~ not: unworthy the fathers of Roman verse, pure, ma

jestic, or l~athetic, celebnti~ the grandeur, describe the beauties. 

or lament the misfortunes of their country. 

ITALIAN J~ANGUAGE. 

II. It is evident that he who wishes to become acquainted 

with the manners, or to enjoy the society of the jnhahitauts of 

any country, must previous1y Jearn thejr language; it is llot 

tlterdore my intention, at present, merely to recoIIlIllend, what 

indeed no traveller e.ntirely neglects, the study l!f Italiun, but 

to enforce the necessity of commencing it at a much earlier , . , 

period, and of continuing it for a much lOllgn space of time th~~: 
is now customary. lIe who enters Italy with an intention of ~,~ 
plying to its language particularly, must make a longer residence 

there than our countrymen usually do, or IH:_wiH find too many 

external cans upon his attention and curioS'ity to allow him to 

devote his time to cabinet studies. Information there, is to be 

gathered, not from sedentary .ilppli~ation, but fi'om active research 

and observation. Oue day is devoted to the contemplation tr 
It 

ehurchesor Tuins, thell~xtispa8sed ill t.he exanlination .QJ;pict'nrbs, 

a third is dedicated t~ a groupe of ancient stattes,and a fou1th 
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and a fifth arc agreeably spent in the galleries or the gardens of 

a villa; then excursiolls are to be made to SPQts consecrated by 

history or by song, to Horace's Sabine fann or to Virgil's tomb, 

to Tibur or Tus(;utum, to J'esolc or llallomb'l'osa. In these de

lightful ano instructive occupations, d{tys, weeks, and months 

gljde away wjth imperceptible rapiJity, and the few leisure 

hours that may chance to occur at interval:, are scarcely suffi. 

cient to give the diligel!t traveller timc to collect his remarks and 

to embody his recollections. Let bim, therefore, ,,110 wishes to 

visit Italy with full satisiac1joll and advantage acquire, if pos

sible, such an acquaintance with its language, previous to his 

jouflley, that llothing mhy be wanting to complete his command 

of it but practice and conversation. lie tliat tl'(11.'cllell, into a 

coulltry h(j'on: ftc hath sOllie l'llll'lmct: into tIle language, goetlt to·· 

sellOut and nut to fran'l, says Bacon. 

ITALIAN HISTORY. 

III. The next ob}' ect which c1alms the attention 'of the ... 
traveller is the History ql the d!jfel'cnt Revolutio1lS of Ita(Ij, not 

only hcfon~, but'auring the decline and after the fall of the 

RomunEmpire. 

The republic~ part of Roman history is considered 
~~... 

as 1)urel,Y cla~sidh)) and as such is presupposed in the first 
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paragraph. The lives or the reigns of the first Emperors are 

cOlltained in Suetonius, Tacitus, and Herodian, whose curious 

and amusing volumes must of'course be perused with attention, 

while the Scriptm'('s l-lisim'i(c AU,o;ust£c will not be neglt~etcJ. 

The Abate Denina':; History of the Revolutions of Italy, a 

work in great estimatj[m, gives a very fun awl sat.is1~lctory 

View of the whole subject, including both ancient and JllO

dt~rn times., To these historical "rorks we may add, Cluvc

rius's Italia~~ containing as many pa..'>sages from anclCut au

thors, geographical remarks, and disquisitions, and of course 

as much solid information as will satis(y the curiosity of the 

keeIlcst enquirer. 

MEDALS. 

IV. Though I do not mean to turn young travellers iura 
profound antiquaries, yet 1 would have them at least ~.=fil 
over all the regions of ancient learning. No spot in this ex

tensive territory is either dreary or unP.i0ductivc. Medals 

are intimately connected with the history and with the manners, 

the arts and even the taste of the ancients. 

_ . _ . And fatn.ful to '!heir charge of fame 

Through climes and ages bear each form and name. 

In one shOFfliiew, subjected to our eye, 

Gods, emp'rors) beroes, sages,beauties, lie. 
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They merit therdore considerable attention. Addison's 

Dialogues, written with the usual felicity of that graceful 

author, deserve to be recommended as a very proper introduc

tion to this amusing branch of ancient knowledg'C. 'I'hese 

dialogues have also, independently of their scientific merit, H 

very strong claim to the attention of the classical traveller, 

from the numberless extracts from the ancients, and particularly 

the poets, introduce<l with art, and fi-equently illustrated with 

elegance. 

ARCHIT ECTURE. 

V. As ha1y possesses some of the most perfect monuments 

of antiquity now remaining, the Res antiquCE laudis et artis, as 

"'well as the most splendid productions of modern genius ill Ar

~I'itecturc, Sculpture, and Painting, it is absolutely necessary 

to acquire a general knowledge of the principles of these three 

great arts. 

'Vith regar'b to Architecture, Dean Aldrich's Elements, 

translated by Mr. Smyth of New College, is a vcry dear and • • • cf>ncise trt!atise 011 the general priuciples, proportions, and 

terms of lIthis art, .. nd may be rccomme~ed as a good work of 

. the kind for th~ use of beginners. 'rhe five orders, according 

VOL. I. d 
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to Palladio'8 13ystem, are explained in a little treatise, and 

illustratcd in a sct of neat engravings by C.Y]J1'iolli. ff Sea ... 

mozz'i's Lives of the principal Architects, preceded by a dis

sertation on the art ill general, is an useful and very entertaiuiug 

work. 

But the man who wishes to have aecurat.e ideas and com

}>whf'nsive notions 011 this su~ject, must not contcut himself 

'with these nM' indeed with any modern compositions. He 
must have recourse to the ancicnts-in'l.'flltas fJlli 7!itam ('1:(;0-

lucre pcr artes-and in their writings and monuments ~tudy 

lhe best' models and t.he fairest specimens of arcl1itcclll1'at 

beauty, Rollin's short treatise, in his A ppendix to his Am'icnt 

History, enriched with several citations and classical ref('rc.llccs, 

may serve as an introduction. It is not perhaps ahoa!}:; aceu-
" 

rate, because written before an exact survey of severa] allcient· 

monuments had been made, or at least published, but it is pet .. 
spicuous and interesting, and like all the works of that excel

lent author, admirably calculated to awaken curiosity in the 

youthful mind. Stuart's Athens, a work or surprising exact

ness, presents to the eye, in one vast groupe, a collection 

of the noblest specimens of Grecian-art and of Attic taste 1l,OW 

RomalSOI. 
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existing * In fact, in these matchless edifices, erected during 

the most flourishing period of Grecian architecture, the 

reader will discover the gelluine proportions of the original 

'Doric, the first and favourite order of the Grecian architects; 

an order either slightly mentioned or totally omitted by modern 

artists, though it is supposed, at least as employed in the Par

thenon and temple of Theseus, to unite above aU others, orna. 

ment with simplicity and beauty with solidity. Vitruvius, must 

he perused with attention, with the assistance ',ibf the Italian 

translation and notes, to remove such difficulties as must inva. 

riably occur without some explanation t. 

l\iany wlIOrks of greater length and more detail might 

he recommended, but the few alluded to are sufficient, not 

Indeed to perfect an architect, hut to form the taste of a 

lOllllg tran~l1er. Besides, when the first principles are once 

known and the original proportions well understood, an at· 

telltive observer may improve his taste by comparing the best 

~ Mr. Wilkin's magnificent work, entitled, Magna Grecia, is, in execution, 

_curacy., and interest, equal to any of the kind, and cannot be too strongly re

commended. 

+ Vitruvio del Galiani, NeapoH. 
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models of Greek and Roman, of ancient and modern, archi

tecture 

SCULPTURE. 

VI. ,V c come in the next place to Sculpture. Some ac

quaintance with anatomy IS a desirable preliminary to the 

knowledge of this art; a gentleman therefore who wishes to 

form correct not.ions of the statues, which he must necessarily 

* No art deserve!'; morc attention than Architecture, hecause no art is so 

often called into action, tends so much to the embellisluXle9,t or contribut('s 

morc to the reputation of a country. It ought, therefore, at aU events to 

occupy some portion of time in a liberal education. Had such a mpthod 

of instruction as that which is here recommended he en adopted a cent.ury ago, 

the streets of London, Oxford, and Cambridge, lVould not preRent 1'0 many 

lihapeless buildings, alJ nib't"<l at an epormous expenee, as if designed for 

eternal monument\! of the opulence and of the bad taste of the British nation. 

lVe should not see such a multitudp.'}{ absurd edifices under the names of 

temples, ruins, &c. disgrace the sce~ery of England \0 much admired by 

foreigner!;. In short, instead of allowing architects to pursue novelty at the ,ex

pence of ta!itc, and seek for reputation~ by adaptations and. pretended improve

ments of their own invention, a method which has, never yet succeeded, the~. 

employers would oblige them to adhere strictly to the ancients, and by adopting . 

their forms and proportions to adorn EDlrland with the lloblest edifices of Greece 

and of Italy. 
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examme during his travels, would do well to attend a few 

courses previous to his departure from the University. The best 

method of acquiring a correct and natural taste in sculpture is, 

without doubt, to inspect frequently the masterpieces of the art, 

to compare them with each other, and to converse occasional1y 

with the best informed artists. 

PAINTING. 

VII. Du Fresnoy's Art of Painting, and Sir Joshua Rey

nold's well known discourses, together with much observation 

and freqnent conversation with persons well versed in this en

chanting art" may enable young travellers to distinguish the 

different schools, to observe the characteristic excellence of each 

great master, the peculiar beauty of every celebrated piece, and 

(rive them, if not the cl'uditos oculo.'I, the discriminating eye of o 

the professed artist, at least the liberal satisfaction of the judi-

cious admirer. 

MUSIC. 

VIII. As Italy is acknowledged to be the first country in the 

'" world for ~lusic, both ,vith regard ..10 composition and execu

tion, something perhaps may be expected 011 that subject also. 
.. . 

But, much as we may value music, yet;i think that young tra-

vellers ought rather to be cautioned against its allurements 
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than exposed to their dangerous influence by preparatory 

lessons. 

Music in Italy has lost its strength and its dignity; it is 

little calculated either to kindle patriotism or to illspire devo

tion; it does not call forth the energies of the milld, or ('\'ell 

touch the strings of melanchol y. It tenJs rather by it::; c1!i_'-
~..1 1t\1" • 

minacy to bring dangerous passions into action, and like tbe 

1l11egorical stream of antiquity to unman those who allow them

selves to be hurried down its treacherous current. Plato would 

havc forbidden sueh music, and banished its prof(~ssor~jfi'om his 

republic: at all cycnts it neither wants nor deserves lIluch en

couragement, and we may at least be allowed to caution the 

youthful traveller against a taste that too often leads to low and 

dishonoura ble conneelions. 

IX. I have now pointed out the preparatory knowledge 

which I think absolutely necessary to all travellers who wish to 

derive fi'om their Italian Tour, their filIi bhare of information 

and amusement. I will next proceed, according to my plan, 

to point out :mch dispositions, as will contribute very materially 

to this object, by removiI1 pr~judices, ,and leaving the mimI 

fully open to the impressions of experience and observation. 

All the dispositions alluded to, are included in one short 
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but comprchenslvc t'xpresslOn, an 'lt1l]J1'(fudiced milld. This ex

celleut quality is the result of time and observation, of docility 

and benevolence. It docs not require that we should be indiffer

ent to the prosperity of our own coulltry or blind to its 

pre-eminence; but, tlut we 5110111<1 shew some indulg(~nce to the 

errors, and some compassion for the sufferings of less £'lvoured 

nations. rar be it from me, to wish to repress that spirit of 

patriotism whieh fonus one of the noblest" featurc3 of the na .. 

tiona I character, and still fartller every idea of encouraging the 

unfeeling sed, who eonceal gellcral indifference, under the affec

tation of~Rhilanthropy, and sacrifice thc fcelings of the patriot, 

to the pretended benevolence of the philosopher. 

But attachment to our own country, and partiality to its 

rq)utatioll, neither dispose nor authori.ze us to despise those 

'lJations, which having been once, tumbled from the pinnacle 

of Glory, are held by a series of disastrous revolutions and irre

sistible circulllstances in a. state of dependance aud of consc

CInent degradation. On the contrary, the numberless evils and 

abuses which result th)Jn slavery and oppression, cannot but 

(~xcitc sentiments of compassion and of sympathy. Scipio, when 

he beheld the flames of Cartlz#gc ascending to the skies, ex

claimed with a ,prophetic appHcatiom to Rome then triumphant. 

"E J",.'~ . .", d ,'\. I 'I • , 
(f(ff~;:tIfAi.p, 01' "~ 1rtT Ol\W1-.11 . AIO~ 'fll 

Iliad VI. 447-8~ 



x:xxii PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE. 

Yet come it will, tlle day decreed tJ! Futes, 

How my heart trembles, while my tougue relates! 

The day when Thou, imperial Troy! must bend 

And see thy wan·ion. fall, thy glories end. 

lliad T1. 

Empire, like the sun, has hitherto rolled westward: whcll 

we contemplate the dominions of GrcatJ~litain, and its wide

extended power, we' may without presnmption imagine that it 

.. ~oJv hovers ove,~ Great Britain; but it is still on the wing; 

and whether it be destined to retrace its steps to the East, 

or to continue its flight to Transatlantic regions, th& days of 

England's glory have thcir number, and the period of her de

cline will at length arrive. The inhabitants of these islands 
." 

may, like the sons of Greece and Italy, lie prostra.te ell the feet 

of a victorious enemy, and claim his compassion as a tribute 3ue 

to the greatness of their ancestors. I.d us therefore extend our 

sympathy to the now enslaved oftspring of our predecessors 

in the career of glory, of the former LORDS OF lIUMAN KIND 

-tn'1'te dominantis alumni. 

In fine, let us contemplate the different forms of WOf

ship which prevail in different parts of Christendom, not with 

the acrimonious contempt of a narrow!'ntinded sectary, but 

wit,b the compassiona~e i.odulgence ~,a mild and humble 

Christian. Let it be remem~red that., .~Jisbmen are re .. " 

proached by foreigners with intolerance, ~'that it ~comcs 



PRRLIl\HNARY DJSCOURRF~. 

tllem to keep up the natiullal rcplltatioll 01' candonr and of good 

sense, by concili,ltofY and furbearing cOlldud. J do not 

111f'an to n~COllllllelld ei!lwl' compliance ,,'ith }ll'(l('\ icC's which 

they C()lldCIII\~, or jndij1l'l'l'l1CC fiJI' that limll of Christ ianity 

wlJich tile:; ha\'(~ adopted; but surely c\'C'ry candid and C011-

sistent Protc:,;tanl ",,,ill adllJit, t1J<lt Christialiity i~ excellent i.'l 

all her /(JI"IllS ; tlmt all Chri~tiall Establishments rec('in~ the sanw 

prillliti\'(' creeds, hdi{'ve the same mysteries, and admit the 

SlllllC moral obligations: that it becomes a benevolent and 

charitahk mind to consider mtller in what they agree, than in 

what t}le)' difkr; especially as the former is SO much, and the 

1atter comparati\'e1y so little; that while the spirit of Christi

"anity is like its divine author, immutable, its cxternal form may 

change with the age and the climatc; and, as public opiuion and 
t 
authority shall direct, assume or rcsign the pomp and cIrculll-

stance of worship; that ceremonies, in thcmselves ullllleauing, 

signifY just as much as those. who employ them attach to them, 

and that Catholic as well as l>rotcstant nations may be allowed 

to adopt in religion. as wcll as in civil lite~ snch t()rnls and 

rites as lllay seem calculated to ensure order and respect; that 

whether the service be read in the language and according to 

the simple forms of the Church of England, under the Gothic 

vaults of York or of Canterbury; 'tr whethcr it be chantcd jll 

Creek and Latin~ wi1th all the splendour of the lloman ritual 

under the goldea,j\ome of the Vatican: it is alwavs and crerr 

yo!. I. 
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where, the same voice of truth, the f'ame gospel of salvation: 1Il 

fine, that all Christians are marked on their entrance into life, with 

the same seal of salvation; that all hope to receive at the 

eucharistic table the sanw pledge of redemption, and that all 

resign their souls in death to the same merciful Father, with 

humble hopes of forgiH'llcsS through the same gracious He

dL'emer. That there should be sllch an uniH~rsal agreement in 

these great and interesting articles must be a snl~iect of consola

tion, and of pious acknowledgment to every benevolent mind. 

But I fear that Charity itself can searcc look for a greater 

unanimity. j\n agreement in all the details and consequC'llces 

drawn :41.Y arguments from first principles, is not 10 1)(' ex p('ct(~d 

in Our present state, so chc<pwl'cd with light and shade, whc¥tl 

knowledge is dealt out so unequally, and where tlw opinions or 

even good and wise men are SO biassed by education, hy habit,and 

by prejudice. But if we havc not knowledge CRough to coincide 

in speculation, we may at least" have eharit'y enough to agree' 

in practice, by treating each other's opinions with tenderness: 

and, in all our differences and discussions, keeping in view 

that beautiful maxim ineu1c:lted by ~t. very learned, a vcry 

zealous, and· a very benevok.nt Father, In neccssariis Unitas, in 
.,,~ 

dubiis liberta!i, ill omnibus ClfTltas. 

X. It is usual to take with us as gUides oa bur lourn~:'y cer-
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tam works written for the purpose, or tra\Tls through the same, 

Bud Addison's travels arc~cneraJly recommended, and indeed 

llis known taste and character, together with the avowed pur

pose of his journey, might have justifi(~d the ex pcetation of a 

finished pcr/()rmancc. But though J\(ldison had naturally an 

enlarged mind, humalle 1(~elillgs, aud a fallcy teeming with 

classical imagery, yet pn:judicc had narrowed his extensive 

views, rdi,giolls acrimony had soured his temper, and party 

spirit had repressed his imagination. He gave therefore t() 

one half of the llal.ioll, what be owed to the whoJe; he conr;idered 
:\1> 

principally how he might support one party and annoy the 

other; and nUl over great part of Europe, particularly Italy, not 

so much a Classic as a \\,hig traveller. Hence in his ey~,coun

~~cs appeared fertile and happy, or barren and miserahJe, not 

as nature f()rmed them, but as they were connected with France 

or "With Austria, as their religion was Protestant or Catholic. 

Hence, hc dwells. wit.h a.t least as much complacency on the 

tittle miserable details of Geflna~ and Italian superstition, as on 

t.he interesting remains of Homa.n grandeur., and fills with the 

dreams of bigotry and the censures of intolerance, those pages 

which oUf"bt to ban: been devoted to the effusions of classical 

t1Dthusiasm, and strewed with the flowers of ancient poesy f 

Vide seven pages devoted to St. Anthony's SerlUon to the fish, iJlltalian and 

EnglisJ.w, 
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Pn;.ludicc: or malevolence, in ordinary writers, excites m~ithel' 

surprize nor regret; the ignorance 01' the f9lJy of f1'I'dincrity can 

claim nothing more than eontelllpt; but tlw errors. ';c\ Ill(' de

fects of the wjS(~ and of the good awa].;:t'll more scrim. cllH;,jOlls; 

and while we justly lament the weakness or human nat.ure 

we arc cautioned hy such examples against the indnlgcl1c(; or 
passions, which could imhiuI'!" t.he bcncyoknct:, ami pervert the 

good sense, of the mild, the judicious Addison. Suc(,(TdiIlP' tra

vellers have impr,gved on this author's dek·cts, aud lO(tckd ti,('ir 

pages with misrepresentation and invect iv('; whik, within tJle 

last ten years, sOllie tourists have employed their .i()urJlal~; as 

vehicles of revolutionary madness, alld instead of tlle l(lIId/·.~ 

ItalicelitBnd t.he f(Jrtia facta patrulIl haTt? gin'n 1he public dabo

rate panegyrics on the F,'ench general!!, and accollnts of th~' 

achievements as exaggerated as their own dispatches. 

To conclude this topic, an attentive traveller, after having 

acquired the preparatory kno~ledge recommended in the preJ;:'~ 
ceding pages, may safely rely on his own diligence, aided by the 

observations of the intelligent inhabitants., and by the maps and 

guides to be procured in every great town. Books, though ne

cessary, are an incumbrance which never failK to increase as we 

advance; we ought therefore to confine ourselves to the classics, 

if possible, and even then we shall find our library sufficiently 

numerous and bulky. 
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XI. ~faps form an indispensable part of a tntvcll('\"s furni

ture. At setting Qut, tJo will be sutlicicllt: olle of Allcicnt, one 

of l\:lOllf~rn Italy. or the J(,H'lller D' Am1illc's is the best; or tbe 

latter, all excellcnt onc, extremciy beautiful in the exccllti(", 

and upon a scale large enough for informatioll without b(~;llg 

burthcllSOIllC, has ht:en pl1 blisllcd at Flol'l'lIce, hy JIo/illi, w iiich 

may probably be had in Londoll. ,As the tranJlcr advances, 

he must enrich his collection, and procure in it" principal to\"'l1, 

the map of each province or division. At Jl i/uJI, he 'rill find 
,~If: 

SCp}lrate maps of tIle .Iakes and variolls rc~i()ns of the JlIilaJlfsc. 

;\t )1/olllu((, a beautiful, correct, but I believc scarce map .... of 

that city and its vicinity, should be ellquired for. At BoLognlL 

mav be had the excellcllt malls of the Homan territUl;'v by 
~ .~ 

F~lher Bosnrciclt. At Itollle may he purchased a map of the 
"'~I~' 

ilipat riIllony of St. Peter, alld one ot'Latiulll. Tbese I r~'COll1-

mend, as thcy girc the ancicnti-IHI modern names of ('a~h tOWll 

and territory, and at the sallle tillle mark the ancient roads, aquc

.~ucts, and ruins. The great and ~beautiful map of Home must 

Hot be nq,;ieded, though if it should be deemed too expensive 

and hulky, there arc two others of a smaller and more COllve

nient size. The best map of the kingdom of N arIes is in four 

sheets, well printed, and said to he ,'ery accurate, by .Z'allllotu. 

Thcl'c are moreover, three maps of Naples and its m:ighbour

hu~d) of the bay and its islands, of exquisite beauty ill executioa 
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and ornament. 'fhesc of course every traveller of t.aste will 

purchase '* 

UOllTE. 

XII. \Ve arc now to speak of the tinw requisite to make a 

fuJi and cUiHplde Tour of Italy, as welt as of the seaSOlI best 

adapted to the COlllmencement of such a tour. A year, 1 tbiuk, 

is the shortest sf!icc that ought to 1)(' ailotted, alld a 'year :.lIlJ a 

half or even two :years might be well devoted to this useful and .. 
amusing part of our travels. The want of leisure j:-; the 0111.1 

objection that can be made to tbis arrangement, but it is an 

o~jection seldom well grounded, as youth ill general from n~c

teen to three or four-and-twenty, have more time than busiIH~SS, 

and seem much more fi'equently at a loss 1ur occupation than 
!li. 

for leisure. Occupatioll, necessary at all seaSOllS, Imt particu-

larly in youth, should be iitrnished, and no occupation C\I 
suit that age when the mind is restless and the body active, 

better than travelling. J.\tIorcovcr, every man of observation 

• Maps on the same Rcale, and of the same beauty, of all the provinccs of thE 

Neapolitan territory, havc, 1 believe, been since published. 
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who has merely made a cursory visit to Ita]y, will find that 

a first view oC t.hat country has Ulerclv (lualiticJ him to 
~l: .fI> .J 

make a second visit with mon' advantage, and will pnhaps feel 

the cravings oC unsatisfjed curiosity, the visendi stuliilfllt, at a 

time when travcllillg may be inconsistent with the cares and 

the duties of' life. It is more prudcnt, therefore, to profit of the 

first opportunity, and hy then allotting a sufiicicnt portion of 

time to the tour, grati(y himself with a full and perfect view for 

eyer. Sllpposing therefore tklt a year and a haJt' is to be de

voted to this part of the journey, I a(h-jse ifie tnwcUcr to 

pass the Alp ... early ill the autumn, thus to avoid the incon

vemcnce of travelling in willter or cold weather, an incollve .. 

llH'[lCe always telt all the Continent, where ready tires, warm 

("OOIPS, doors and windowl'i that exclude the air, are seldom 

lound. His route to the "lIp.~ may be as follows. Ill' may first 
.~ 

proceed to Brllssr/s, thence to Liege, S'j)(f, Ai,r-/a-Chapelle, Co-
. ., 

lo~ne, BourN:, and along the banks of the Rhine to Coblfllt~, 

ilWh, and Strasburg; there cros~he RhilU~ to jl/an/u:im, tra

verse tllf: Palatinate, the territories of TVillt'lIbcl'g, Bavaria, and 

Srtit.zbm·g, CDLtT the defiles of the 1:IJJ'ol or Bhdtan Alps, and 

passing through 11lsprllck and TI'Ctlt turn to Bassl7JJo and to 

Jlfac.'Ilrc, whence hc may send his carriage by land 1o Par/ua, 

and cillbark f()r Veuicf:. from Fenice he may go by watcr up 

Ihe Iircnla to Padua, where he llIUY establish his hend quarters, 
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and visit Ar'cqua, the Monti Eugallci) and thence pass onwards to 

Fcrrara and Bologna; then follow the f;jl BlIfilia to'Por-li, thcnc(~ 

proceed to Ravenna and Rimil1i, mak'~ an excursion to San 

·l\fm·ino, and advance forward to Ancuna, whence he may visit."' 

O.'~iJJlo. He will then continue his jounwy hy Loretto and ]\;1 a

cerata to Tolentino; thence over the A 1)('Jinines tQ Poli,gllo, SJ,(}ldo, 

and Tertii, and so follow the direct road through Cit!ita Castel

lana to Rome. 

f". 
I suppose that a travellcr passes the Alps in September; 

of course he should reach Rome by the end of November. I 

calculatc tcn or fifteen days de~ay on account of the autumnal 

rains; for it is advisab1e by aU means to stop at some large 

town during that period of irtundation. These autumnal f~ilJS 
take place sometimes in September, though they fi'equc~ltly 

fall at a later period. At aU events, I would by no means 

advise a traveller to pass the Apennines, or visit. any territory 

supposed to lie under the fnfluence of the malm'in, ,, till .e 

'!Salubrious showers have purified the air and allayed the noxious 

vapours that hover over the .Pontine marshes, the Campagnadi 

Roma, and some other low tracts, during the latter weeks of 

summer and the beginning of autumn: tbeair of Venice itself 

is supposed by many persons not to be quite exempt from this 

mconvenience. 
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The traveller will devote the month of December to the 

first contemplation of Rome, and the consideration of its ",!ost 

striking bea:gaes. fir will then do well ~? proceed to N aples t 

wh6l'c the months of January, February, and (if Easter be in 

April) of March, will be delightfully employed in visiting the 

numberless beauties that lie in that neighbourhood, and along 

the !itoried shores. of Magna Grecia. At all events, the traveller 

must so time his rcturn as to be at Rome the week before Easter, 

in order to be present at the ceremonies that are performed in 

the Sixtine Chapel, and in St. Peter's, beforl' and during that 

festival. 

The months of Apri1~ May, and June wil1 not appear long 

w~en passed in a leisurely sdhey of the remains ... of ancient 

rrtagnificence and the study of the great models of mo

dern .art, and when enlivened by frequent excursions to Tibur, 

Ostia, A.ntiu~ Mount &ract:; Prceneste, and the Sabine moun

;'ins. The Alba'll Mf!Unt, with .• n its lumuli and [uci, may, be 

re.~erv&I for the hot months of July and August; there he may 

t.asily ~tablish himself in SQ,me villa, whose cool retreats will 

affora him shade and refreshment during the oppressive heats of 

tbl! season. 

la tbe course of September, ,;:or rather when the autumnal 

.ra;n~ tm:veflllen, it",will be time to tum towards Plorencf,. Tbe 
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tirst object which should claim the attention of the traveller ill 

the llcighoO\Lfhaod of this city is 'Vallombrosa, because its de

vated. situation .rendel'S it. difficult of aecc:S at an c<;trly period of 

autw:na .. The first opportunity tlller:eforc must be embraced" 

and .. the excursion, if theweatb.er be favourable, continued to 

CamaldQli and La Ve~'1',ia, two other .celebrated and highly .. '-

ro.mal~tiesolitu4..~· The winter may be ,divided very agreeably 

bib,v-cen Ii'tor't~nce and the other Tusca:n cities. 

In the begintting of February the traveller 'Pay pass thf~ 

Apennines to Modena, Par'ma, Placentia, Lodi, C1'emona, Man

ttl,a, and Verona, allowing four days or ~ week to each tOWll 

and its neighbourhood. From Verona h: will visit Pesc/tic'l'a 

and,the Logo di Garda (Renault); thence direct his com:se 

b.y Bresoia and Bergamo to Mihm. From Milan he will 

make the celemated lakes Como and Maggio~ o~jects of ntten

t-7, and thence shape-chis course by YeTcelli, aBrl Torttma, to 
~ . 

GenOlJi. He will then take the road of the Iuaritime Alfs ~ 

Sa:IOOtJ to Nice, after which be win turn inland to Turin. 'kount 

·.Cems,k the: termination of his Italian 1:our, then rises before kim' 

ia' distant perspective.;. 

If,. while at Naples, he Jind it safe or praGticable 

.:):_etrate~iot() the SOU"~Il. provinces Ofi. CalCJwiG '.00 

~ , Btl .. will Qflt, nt;glect . the: OPPQrPlAi~Y; ._,.wjt.~ the, 
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n.ddition of that excursion, by following the road which I 

have traced out, he will have seen every town of note, and . ~ . 

indeed every relllRl'kabie plaiR, hill, Ot" mountain in Italy, 

and become intimately acquainted with the numberless beau

ties and curiositie.., of that most interesting country. But if 

he should not have so nlUch time at his disposal, he'mnyre-. ... 
trench the first part of the tour, proceed direct to Switzet-land, 

pass the Alps by ~fount St. Gothard or Sempionc, and descend

ing directly to Domo D'Ossola visit the lakes, and proceed from 

Como to JJl:iJan, B1'cscia, Verona, Vice'llza, Padua, Venice, and 

returning again by Padufl. and Vicenza turn to Mantua, Pi«.:. 

cenza, Parma, Mod!-na, Jj(;/'ogna, ';along the Adriatic as above. 

He will moreover ~bridge the time devoted to Naples and 

Rome, pass the summer ili'1f/Jcan.,;, gG by sea rrQ,£ll Leglwrnor 

Carra'l'a to Genoa, and pass thence by the Bocchetta direct to 

Turin. The visit to the lakes ought to be so timed as to avoid 

the equinoctial winds, extremely dangerous, because . very sud-

Iflen .d 'very boisterous; so that it is not unCOHHoon in these 

seasons to see the lakes pass, in the short space of half an 

hour, from a state of perfect calm to the most tremendous 

agitation. 

KIll. The great road~ in Italy are good, the posts well 

~. :witb1hoPses,:and robberies noteommon; traveiling'is 

,thettefore .. ;mkeneraJ,safe:andexpedit»us. rrhe principa),$lld 

f~ 
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indeed almost the only inconveniencies, arise from the equinocM 

tial rains and the summer heats. The influence of both is felt ., . 

over all Italy: that of the former is. particularly inconvenient 

and. even, sometimes dangerous, especially in the northem pro

vinces and" along the eastern coast. The immense nwnber of 

considerable rivers, such as the Tanaro, the Tesino, the B01'mida, 

the,/ldda, &c. that pour their tributary waters iutothe Po, while 

"With it they contribute so largely to the luxuriancy and beauty 

of the plains through which they glide, yet, when swelled with 

continued rains, like it they overflow their banks and inundate 

the level surface of the surrounding country. On these occasions 

the, roads are covered with mud, the fords rendered impassable, 

bridges not unfrequent1y swept away, and" communication be

tweell diffel:~nt t~wns and provfb.ces entirely suspended. Nor 

do .the$6 inundations always subside as soon as might be ex· 

pecj;ed from the general heat and dryness of 'the climate; their 

petJ.licious effects are sometimes felt for months afterwal'dtr and 

I rooollect to }Jave myself observed in March 1802, in the neigh 

bourhood of Mantua, or· rather about ten miles lower tow:n, 

betw~n the Mincio and the Po, vast sheets of water, and whole 

fields immerged, the effects ., of an inundation some months 

before. Virgi1, whose farm bordered upon the Mincius, seems 

to Paye bad a particular apprehension of the consequences of 

hlU""u\tions, if we may judge frQm the acourate details wbicbhe. 

givcsof the' signs of aPBroaching rain, and the p~ture wbich 
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}{e draW's of their disastrous consequences. The traveller 

therefore; who ma.y be sm'prized by these periodical showers, if 
• in compliance with the advice given above, he eS,tablish himself 

in the first ,commodious inn, will not find such accidenta,J delays 

either useless or unpleasant. 

But to return to the principal object of this paragraph. 

Though the sun in Itaiy have, even in the cooler seasons, a suffi

cient degree of warmth to incommode a foreigner, yet the heat 

can scarcely be considered as an obstacle to travelling, except 

in the months of J nly and August; then indeed it is intense, 

and it is considered imprudent to expose oneself to the beams ,. 
of the sun for any time; though Englishmen frequently seem 

• 
insensible of the danger, and-brave alike the rigours of a 

Russian winter and the heats of an Italian or even of an Egyp

tian summer. Fevers and untimely deaths are sometimes the 

consequences of this rashness, and more than one traveller has 

hid re1.0n to regret his imprudence. To avoid these dangers, 

persQns'who are obliged to travel during the hot months gene

rally proceed by night, and repose during the sultry hours of 
" the day. By this method, without doubt, they guard suffi-

ciently against the inconveniences and d~ngers of the weath('r, 

but at.tbe $3nle time they sacrifice one of the principal objects, 

tbe -.ceoer.,! of the country; and this sacrifi~e in Italy can, in 
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my oplDlOn, be compensate~ by no advantages. T'he. b~t me

thod, therefore, is to set out a full hour before sun-rise, to stop 

at ten, and repose till four, then travel till eight at the latest: 
,,.' 

bythis,;1rrangement of time the traveller will enjoy the prospect 

of the country, the freshness of the morning, and the cool

ness of the evening, and devote to rest those hours only 

which heat renders unfit for any purpose of excursion or .. 

. enjoyment. 

AOCOMMODA 1'IONS. 

" A few words upon the inns and accommodations III Italy 
",. will be sufficient. An }:ngljsU~'travclJcr must, the very instant 

he embarks for the Continent, resign .many of the comforts and 

conveniencies which he enjoys at home, aJ.lfi which he does not 

sufficiently prize,-because he is selllom in the way of learning 

their value by privation. Great will be his disappointment)f, 
• on his arrival, he expects a warm room, a newspaper, a!ld a 

well stored larder. These. advantages are common enough at 

.home, but the,y are not to be found in al~y inn on the Contincut, 

Dot even Dessennes at CaMis or the Maison Rouge at Frankfort. 

But the principal and most offensive :Jde(ect abroad is the 

.. ant of cleanliness, a defect in a greater or lesser degree com-
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mon· to all parts of the Continent In Italy, to which these 

observations are confined, the little country inns arc dirty, but 

the greater' inns, particular in Rome, Naple.'~, Florence, and 
tlVenice, are good, and in 'general the linen is clean, and the beds 

arc exce]]ent. As fc.-,r diet, in country towns, the travel1er will 
find plenty of provisions, though seldom prepared according to 

~.~ taste. But," if faut bien," says Mr. De 1a Lande, " 1"acheter 

par que/que chose le.~ agrcmemi de L'Italic." 

This representation of Italian accommodations, which it 

J5 hoped, will be found on experience tolerably accura~e, IS 

not on the whole di5~()Uraging, and our traveller may com

mence his journey without t~~~ apprehensior~,. of any very 

senous or distressing inconvenIence. In fact, he who can 

content himself with plain food and a good bed, will find 

abundant compcllsiihon for the absence of the supernumerary .. 
pleasures of accommodation, in the indulgence of rational 

curiositl. and the acquisition of e1egant knowledge. The 

classical reader will console himself in the assurance, that 

accommodations in the worst Italian inns at present, are far 

better than what they seem to have been in Horace's time, if at 

le..1.St, we may be allowed to form conjectures about the state of 

inns m. general from tftat of Beneventum in particular. 

The incon,vcnience of which the poet complains at Tre-cicfU 
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is at present very general. the inns both of France and Italy t 

where the shivering traveller finds himself, if he happens to 

Q;avel in cold weather, like Hor-dce, often ushered into a damp 

room, and placed before a newly lighted fire, diffusing a halt 

smothered flame, lactimoso non sine fumo. 

OBJECT~ OF ATTEN'f10N 

XIV. It may not be deemed superfluous to enumerate the 

principal objects which dc~erve a travelJer's attention, and to 

point out, at the same time, <the best method of satisfying his 

curiosity. The manners, customs, and opinions, together with 

the different tights which religion, government, and climate 

thrQw upon the characters of nations and individuals, without 

doubt, claim our first attcntion. To converse with the na

tives of the country, to frequent public assemblies and 
• 

courts, and, on the other hand, to take an occasional range 

in the humble walks of 1ife, is the proper method of ac

quiring this useful information. The introduction to the 

higher class in Italy is not very difficult; they meet in evening 

parties, eithet at particular houses, where such assemblies are 

'called conversazzioni; or at the casino, a sort of fashionable club 

established in most towns in Italy. A !bod letter of introduc

tion to any person of rank will open aU such assemblies to a 

-atranger. But the traveller, who really wishes to know the 
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manpersof the Italian gentry, mus~ndcavour to penetrate into 

the interior of societ.Y, and fc)rm acquaintance wiUl some of the 

principal characters in each town, particularly if there he al:Y 

among them of literary reputation. Nor would this be a difficult 

task, if we went to Italy better versed in its langlJagc; and if we 

df'voted more time to the cultivation of our acquaintance there. 

fllis pri\'ate society, if it be select, and J recommend no other, 

is, I think for ~ery obvious reasons, far preferahlp- to larger 

circles. 

But, while speaking of s~ciety, I think it necessary to 

make an observation, the propriety of which must strike every 

reader, because it is founded upon thc change 'w,lich has taken 

place in the higher classes on the continent during the last ten 

years. The court of VC1'sailles was formerly considered the most 

polished court in the world, and the state of society in the higher 

classes' at Paris, as well as at Rome and Tth'in, was supposet1 

to have reached a very high degree of refinement. The princi

pal .. object of travelling then was to ~quire, in such accom

plished society, that ease and those graces which constitutc the 

perfection of good breeding, and were seldoll), it was then 

fancied, to be discovered in the manners of a home-bred English

~n. How far thi.opinion was true it is not my intention to 

cxamine~ but it was ,·cry generalJy admitted, and in conse

,\ucJ;lceno young man of rank was deemed qualified to make an 

VOL. I. g 



PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE. 

advantageous entrance into~e world till, by a. considerabJe resi

dence in the capitals mentioned above, he had wor11 off some

what of the native roughness of the Briton. But the case is 

yery diflcrcllt at present. The ~Frcnch Hcvolutioll ha<.; been as 

tutal to the manners as to the morals of nations; it has cor

rupted the one and brutalized the other. It is 110t to society 

ill such a state that he is to look for improvement, nor indeet 

is such improvement either the solc or the ,;.pl'incipal Illotive 

of travelling ~ at present, nor is it necessary to wander over 

the Continent in qucst of accomplishments. Londo)), that 

has long been the first city i~urope for population, extent, 

and opulence, is now also confessedly the fir~t in point of 

society, and til Capital of the polite and fashionable, as it has 

long been of t1~c commercial world. ,The first class of its so

ciety, the most nUlllerous of tbat descrj ption that has ever 

been united in any great city, comprehends all the advantages of 

title, of fortune, and of information. I do not hereby meau 

to depreciate continental society or represent it as useless, but I 
wish to point out to the reader the change that has taken place, 

and caution him against expecting from foreign society, jn its 

present state, those superior ad vantages which were formerly 

supposed to be derived from it. 

This subject naturally leads us to a question WhICh, I be

liev~ is 2cuerally solved rather from habit and prejudice .thatl 
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reason. Are we, as Bacon sa.., "to seqnester ourscl\r,es 

from. the company of our countrymen" while abroad, or may 

we bc allowed sometimes to associate with them? The ans"~'er 

-to this question should be drawn from principles of general 

or rather durabJe utility. The ot~ject of aU our travels, studies, 

and pursuits is, or at least ought to be, permanent advantage. 

,fe do not, doubtless, travel to "france or to Italy to .~ce 
Englishmen, hut Jt~t we travel for improvement and for amuse-

"" ment; and whatever society contributes to either, ought to be 

cultivated with an assiduity proportioned to jts advantages. 

The traveller, therefore, ought tily all means to procure an in

troduction to a'l the fashionable societies of the great towns and 

Capitals thrt'>ugh which he may pass; and at th_same time he 

may become acquainted with such English gentlemen as may 

chance to be ill the same place. Such an acquaintance super

induces no obligation; it may be cultivated or dropt at pleasure; 
~ ,-

but the 'trial ought to be made; and if experience may be cre-

dited, the reader may be assured, that casual acquaintance not 

unfrequently ripens into settled al1d permanent friendship. 

Continental connections in general are of a very different nature; 

however agreeable they 'are contracted only for the occasion, 

and cannot be supposed, in g~neraJ, strong enough to resist the 

influence of absence. *Besides, why should we voluntarily n;;ecL 

one 'of the greatest advantClges of traYe1ling, an opportunity of 

s~lectinO' frien4st and forming strong and durable attachmen"ts 

g2 
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for, n~ Ovid observes ill some beautiful lines, there is not a 

strol1ge{ bond than that which is formed by a pJ.rticipati'''l of 

the accidents aud of tJie vicissitudes of a long and eventful 

journey 

* Tp. flure, magnificas AbitP rl:'!'~pexjlllu:.; Urbes: 

Trinacris est oculis, te ducc, nota mci,.;. 
,I:~"" 

Vidimus Etmca crolum splendescPfe flamma ; 

Suppositus monte quam vomit ore gigas: 

Hennreosque lacus, et olentia stagna Palici, 

Q . C·, A . uaque 8UlS yanen nllscet napu8 aqUlf; ,. ... 

Et quota parl'! hrec sunt rerum, quaM vidimus amho, 

II'c mihi j ucundas efficiente vias! 

Seu rate creruleall picta sulcavimus undas : 

Esseda nos agili sive tulere rota. 

Salpe "revis nobis vicibus via visa loquendi; 

Pluraque, si numeres, verba fuere gradu. 

Salpe dies sermone minor fuit; inque loquendum 

Tarda per restivos defuit hora dies. 

Est aliquid casus, pariter timuisse marinos; 

Junctaque ad requoreos vota tulissc De06: 

Haec tibi si subeant (ab&im licet) ollll1ibus horis 
'~r~· 

Ante tuos oc:ulos, ut modo visus, ero. 

Ovid. Ep. ex Ponto, lib. n. x. 21. seq. 



PREI.JMINARY DISCOURSE. liii 

SCENERY. 

The general f~tcc of the country, so conspicuously beautiful 

all over Italy, merits ti·om this circumstance alone peculiar 

attention, and wh'u to its pictures(lue features we add those 

charms, less real but more cnchantillg, which Fancy sheds 

over its scenery, we give it an irresistibk'~' interest that 

a wakens all the feelings of the classic youth. Our carly studies, 

as Gibhon justly observes, al1<iv us to sympathize in the feeJ

ings of a R~nan, and one might almost indeed say of en~ry 

sehool boy not insensible to the sweets of his first studies, that • he becomes ill teeling and sentiments, perhaps even in language, 

a Roman, and is more f~l1niliar with thc heroes and the suO'cs of o 

antiquity than with the worthies of his own country. It is not 

then \vonderful, that when in a riper age he vis1ts that country and 

beholds those very scenes which he has imaged to himself so long 

before, he should feel an uncommon glow of enthusiasm, and 

in the moment of enchantment add some iluaginary to their 

many real charms. '''Besides, the scenery of Italy is truly clas

sical; I mean, it is such as described' by poets and historians. 

Earthquak~s, the .-nly species of revolution that can perma

nently alter~ the great features of nature, however common they 

may be there, have, if we except a few places in the neighbour .. 
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hood of Naples, and some d~stant parts of the coasts of Cala-

bria, made in the whole but little alteration. Even wars, illva-

Siolls,and the devastation .feighteen centuries ha\'e not yet eradi

cated those local ornaments that arise either from the tendency 

of the soil or from the persevering attention of the inhabitants. 

The Sylaris is still shaded w'ith groves and thickets; tbe rose of 

J>a:stum, though neglected, still blooms twice a ycar, to waste iti 

sw'edness in the desert air; w hilc J\.fount A lbu,1'/luS stil1 glories m 

the ilex and in-the never-fading verdure of his lofty forests. 

But not to anticipate vari0'i' observations that will occur, 

each in its proper place, one advantage, at all evelfb, tIl(' ihee of 
'if: 

nature possessd Jll Italy, which is, that it seldom or never disap-

points the traveller, or falls short of his expectations, however high 

they may have been previously raised; on the contrary, if I may 

fann any opinion of the sentiments of foreigners in general by 

my own and by those of my fellow travellers, the lakes, the vale 

of the Clitumnus, the fall of the Anio, the banks of the Na'l', the 

waters of Tibu'I', the groves of Albano, and the plains, the hills, the 

coasts, the bays of Campania Felix, not only equal but even 

surp~ss the descriptions of the poets, an4 t1lC bright pictures of 

youthful imagination. 
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RUINS. 

The same obselTation cannot be applied to ruins, which, 

however jnterestiJ~~' they may he, seldom answer expectation. 

In fact, when we read or hear of Roman ruins we figure to OUf

~elves a yast scene of broken columns, shattered cornices, muti

lated statues, hanging arches, and interrupted colonnades. Such 

a magnificent scene of desolation may indeed be s~en at P(tstum, 

Ag·rip:cntullI, and ScZ/nu's; and such also is occasionally presented 

on the Seycn .Hills, in the IlH~.,tic remains of the ancient City. 

But these gra~d ol~jects are rare: for, if to the exceptions just 

mentioned, we add the temple of Tiro/i, the aQtj)hithcatre and 

gates of Verono, and two or three triumflhal arches, we shall find 

little more than tottering walls and yast masses of brick. In fact, 

ruins, tm -the revival of taste in the fifteenth century, were consi. 

dered as quarries f\unishing materials to those who chose to l'lll

ploy them; and unfortunately many did· employ them with little 

or no regard to their ancient fame, their costly workmanship, or 

their f~tir proportions. When Belisarius turned the tomb of 

Adrian in~ a fortress, he paid little attention to the masterpieces 

of sculpture that adorned its circumference, and it is said that, on 

that occasion, the sleeping Faun pleaded in vain the beauty of 

his limbs aod the grace of his attitude. Whatever obstructed the 

machinery was tumbled to the ground, whatever was fit for de-
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fence was worked into the rampart. In short, first war~ then conft 

venience, and lastly, Taste itself directed by self-love destroyed 

or defaced the works of tncient art, and either left no marks of 

their existence behind, or reduced them to a mere shattered 

skeleton. The traveller, therefore, must not be sanguine in hili 

expectations of satisfaction from the first appearancc"of ruins, 

in general, but conten~l/ihimself with the cert.ainty of finding, 

amid numberless uninteresting masses that bear that namc, some 

few beautiful specimens of Roman t'!"tc, as well as some awfiJI 

monuments of Roman magnificence. 

CHURCHES. 

l\lodern edifices next claim our attention, and among them 

the principal are churches, particularly cathedmls. :Many of 

the latter are indeed very noble piles, and either cxternally or 

internally present striking instanccs of architectural beauty. 

Even where there is no display of architecture, there is ge

nera11y a richness of materials, a profusion. of marble, and 

not unfrequently a luxuriancy of sculpture and patting that 

delights and surprizes the transalpine spectator. 'rhere is also in 

every cathedMl a~hapel of the Holy Sacrament, which is a1ruost 

universally of exquisite workmanship and of splendid decora-
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tions. Some indeed are perfect masterpieces of proportion, 

symmetry, and elegance. 

I have hinted above, that few churches present an exterior 

and interior equally finished; ill reality one-half of the great 

churehcJi in Italy are left in a very imperfect state with regard 

to the outside; the fact is singular, bu~the reason obvious. At 

thc restoration of the arts, a sudden enthusiasm seized all Italy; 

princes, bishops, nobl~en, entered' the lists of taste with 

ardour, each longed to signalize himself and immortalize his 

name by some superb fabric, and rival cathedrals, palaces, and 

villas rose on all sides. But their means were not always adequale 

to their grand undertakings. Some edifices were·fiuished, some 

entirely neglected, and many havti becl:.continued with slow, par

simonious patience down to the present period. The nobility of 

Vicen::a are said to feel even at prc~ent the consequences of 

their forefathers' magnificence, anq the Palladian decorat.ions of 

their city are still supposed to prey on their finances. 

However, the propensity of the nation ~s irresistible, for 

though public apd pri\'atc property has been exhausted by the 

French iJ.asion, yet the euemy were scarcely withdrawn when, 

'\Vi~ la:udable spirit, exertions were instantly made in many 

pliffesto repair some of the edifices which th08_ modern Van

dals "haddam~ed, and to supply the place of some of the 

VOL. I. h 
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masterpieces which they had carried away. 9hurches; on the 

whole, are very interesting, as there are few that do.1)ot present 
'" 

some 'o~ject worthy the illattention of the traveller. With re-

spect to palaces, 1 must venture to say that, in general, they 

are'deficient in strict architectural beauty, as few, I fear, are 

to be found even in Italy, wbere, in some point. :~r other, 

the architect has not s,jIfrificed the symmetry and proportion 

of the Orders to caprice and vanity. Hut if it be possiule 

to overlook a detlcoct so materittl, it mqpt be acknowledged, that 

the marbles, statues, and paintings that geuerally adoru tl~e 

spacious apartments, oftentilnes compensate the ea priee 1Ithat 

~forms the exterior of these cdifict.'S. In fine, with rcgard to 

buildings, we ·may generalize and apply to halJ the observa

tion which was originaUy m,de on Rome, that no country 

presents so many specimens both of good and of bad archi. 

tecture. 

Of museums, galleries of paintings and statues, public 

libraries, &c. I need onIs say that they exist in almost every 

town in Italy, a~d open an ample field to the exerbse of obser

vation and curiosity. 

CONCLUSION. 

To conclude, let me rec'Omlnepd the traveller, with due at· 
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tention to his lJGalth and fortune, to spare neither pains HOI' 

~pence, to acquire every previous information, and to explore, 

when travelling, every recess and VIlsit every o~iect, \\'ithout 

relying too much on the representations ·of others: as the 

common ,guides are Jazy and interested, Cicerones are often 

ignora~ and writers as often wrong, through want of opportu

,flity, of knowledge or of exertion, a\W not unfrequcntly from 

too great an attachment to their own systems. 

CAUTION. 

But one final observation, I wish to impress strongly on the 

mind of the youthful tr-aveller .,.as it...o~ject is intimately 'con .. 

ncctcd with' bis present repose and with his future happiness. 

:Moral improvement is 01' ought to be, the end of all our pursuits 

and ~f all our exertions. Knowl~ge, without it, is the anmse

ment of an idle moment, and the great and splendid exhibitions 

which nature and gellius present to oW" contemplution are merely 

the shifting scenery of an evening drama-delightful but rnomen, 

tar.rr ~ hinI "herefore look continually to this most important 

attainmlt, and while he endeavours every day to increase his 

sto.r·e, of kUQwledgt:, let him' exert himself with still greater 

.ilili.ty tQ add to the number- of his virtues. 

h 2"' 
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Nations, like individuals, have their chara~eristic qualities, 

and present to. the eye of a, candid ohserver, each in its t~rir
much to, be im,i~at;ed, and something to be avoided. These 

qual,ities of the! mind, li,ke the features of the face, arc more 
! " prominent and conspicuous in southern. countries, and in these 

cou~trjes f>erhaps ~~ tra~cl~er, UlilY . stamtin.llwre BeedlPf vjgi

lance and circumspectio~o guard him against the trcar.hery o~ 

his own passions, and tIle snares of external seduction. M.iserable 

indeed will he be, if he shaH u~ the libqrty of a traveIJcF as the 
\fl 

means of vicious indulgence, abandon himself to the delicious 

immoralit.'f (for so it has been termed) of some luxurious Capital, 

ana forgetful of what he owes to himseH~ to his friends, and to 

his country, drop one by one as he advances, the virtues of his 

educ~tion and of his nati ve--lauQ, and pick up in their stead the 

follies and vices of every climate which he may traverse. 

When such a wanderer has left his innocence and perhltps his 

health at Naples; '"'whelil h~ qp.s resigned his faith and his prin .. 

ciples at Paris; IJe will find the loss of such inestimable blessings 

poorly repaid, by the langul,lges which he may I,lave learned, the 

antiques which he may have Jftlrchased, and the accomplishments 

which he .may have, acquir~d in his journey. Sucll abq1emtnts 

may furmsh a pleasmg pastime; they dmy fill the vacant mtervals* 

of an useful life; they may even set off to advantage nobler endow. 

meias and hillber qualifications;· but· they- can never give t_ 
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credit and the confMlence that accompany sound principles, nor 

can. they bestow, or replace the mind's calm sunshi1le U11dthe 

hear~lelt joy, at once the effect and the reward of virtue. These 

are the real, the permanent, I might almos .. t add, the only 

blessings ,of life. He who possesses them can want but little 

more, and,p who has forfeited them, whatever his fortune nlay 

he,js poor indeed. 
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VILW.21 
A CL.<\sSICAL TOUR 

TIIRO·UGII ITALY. 

eHf\p. I. 

DEPARTURE FROlt "TENNA-IUUIHCII-SALTzBtmG-SALT MlNES

DE PILE OF THE ALl'S-INSl'RUCK-ASCENT O}<' THE BRENNER 
)ill 

---SUlDUT OF THE AJ~l·S--In~SCENT--l~RIXEN·-BOLSANO-

TRli:NT. 

SO~fE tl'av~llcrs, haying set out from England during the 
summer of 1801, met at Vienna th" following autumn.; and 
finding that their views and tastes coincided, agreed to make the 
tour of Italy to&,ether. Although eager to commence their 
journey, and reach its confines, they were detained by the 
charms of the Allistrian capital, which, since the manners of 
Paris have hcctP'barharized by the Revolution, has become the 
s~ of politeness, and the school of refinement. An account 
of .the state of s()(~iety, as ,,'ell as a. description of the city itseJt~ 
would be both entertaining and instructive; but, IS ItaJy is the 
~d objeCt of these volumes, th\ rea de., will probably be a8 
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imgaticnt as tfc trav~Uers th~Tnselves1 an~~dispense with details, 
wlhch, however amusmg elsewhere, would here only retard them 
in their progress towards that classic region. "\iVe shalt, therttr 
fore, reserve the 'description ofthis city, as well as that of l\Iunich 
and the intermediate country, for our German tour, and only 
inform the reader, that on Thursday,tJanuary the twenty-eighth, 
1802, we withdrew from the attracti{}ns of Vicnna".,*,nd com
menced our journey, which we continued through deep snow, 
with little interruptiol,1, till we reached l\Iunicb, where 'Vf" 

arrived late at night O~l the following Monday. "\'" e de\'oted 
four days to the inspection of this capita!" and the usual cerc
monies of presentation at court; and in justice to the Elector 
I must add, that by his affability and condescension, he con
verted this formality, in general dull and tiresome, into a ~ery 

pleasing interview. 

:ili< 
On Friday t.he fifth of Fcbrmtry, we set out from' l\lunich at 

eleven {{clock at night. At break of day th~' Alps, just 
reddened by the beams of thp, mornjng, and l~ingling with the 
clouds, presented to our eyes a new and interesting object, and 
continued to attract our attention dur1l?g the day, by shifting 
their situation with the ,.dings of the road, and changing th~r 
tints with every shadow ~at Bitted over them. We entered 

:t)altzburg late in the evening. 

We are DOW at the foot of the Alps; and considering our
selves as treading classical ground, we maw be-allowed to ex
patiate JnOre at large on the surrounding scenery. The moyn .. 
tail)B, now rising immediately before us, were represented· by 
the ancient",as an iOS\lperable rampart raised by nature teJ 
aepal'ate Italy from th,e less favoured regions of the .nortb,.·aftd. 
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to" protect her beauties and hOS trC',3,sures from the assault 
of barbarian invaders~* Though thi~,. natural blrrier has long 
ceased to answer that objcct, because one or other of the 
~tty pbwers possessing the defiles has usually been in the 
interests of the Gommon enemies, yet it is well calculated for 
~uch a purpose; and may". ill times morc favourable to Italy, 
be rendered a fi'ontier far more impenetrable than the triple 
range oflbrtresses, which guarded the northern boundaries of 
France, and on a late occasion saved that country from illvasioll 
and ruin. rfhese defiles, according t.o die same authors, were 
opened with incre<fiblc]abour by the carly inhabitants of Italy, 
and may be regarded as so many avenues leading to the garden 
of Europe. Saltzburg, a SUbalpine city, is placed, as if to 
guard the entrance into the grand defile, which traverses the 
Ithetian Alps; and it may be considered, for that reason, as 
IDrm..iBg one of the outposts of Italy. '1'he cathedral is built of 
fi'ne stone, and has two towers lit front. It is said to be one of 

• • 
the carI'iest sPfcimens of Italian architecture in Germany, and 
is fashioned internally' on the Roman model; that is, with the 
'2hoir behind the altar, and 'a canopy over the latter, supported 
by four marble pillars, an exact copy, as our guide pretended, 
of ~. similar ornament in St. Peter's; ye~ with all these supposed 
advantages, this church is neither larg~ nor beautiful, and has 
little to boast of besides its solidity. J 

There are two palaces belonging to the Prince Bishop. In 
one there are sovral yery fine rooms, in the other a spacious 
and most magnificent' ,gallery. But the most striking object 

• Herodian, II. 39, viii. !. 
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that Saltzburg presents, is fJ. very noble gateway cut through 
the solid ro<!k, which ~~ses perpendicullfly to a considerable 
elevation, is crowned with tall and spreading elms, awl forms a 
natural rampart equally strong and beautiful. Throbgh tlt~ 
mass of stone a passage has been opened, three hundred teet in 
length, thirty in height, and twenty four in breadth. The in
scription, in honour of the bishor; who execute(l this noble 
work, is neat and appropriate-Te sa:m loqullIif((l'. This grotto r 

opens on a little square, the principal ornament of which is an 
equestrian stntup. (\f g~. Sigismund, in dress, attitude, and form, 
extremely classical. 

The situation of this city is, however, its principal beauty and 
advantage; in a valley watered by the Salza, open only to the 
north, and enclosed on the other sides by hills and mountains of 
various forms and magnitude. Upon one of these hill::;, 'irum~ 
diater" contig-uotls to the town, stands the citadc], an cdifi2e 

.; l..._ .... ' 

large and roomy, but ill supplied, ill furnishc9, and ill lJUp-

. ported. The bishops of Saltzburg indeed, like all the petty 
princes of Germany, rely more 'llpOJl the "watchfulncss aIle! 
jealousy of the greatcr powers, than upon their own strength, 
for defellce and independence. But, however neglected the 
citadel may be, its sitrfhtion is very bolJ and cOllllnalldfug. 
Behind it, on the eminelee, is a beautiful walk; and fi'om au 
oak ncar this walk, expands a most romantic view, extending 
over fertile vales, deep dells, rocks and crags, hills and moun
tains. The descent from this lofty site is worked in the rock, 

'* and formed into regular flights of steps! It brought us undt:r 
the wall to the gate which I have already described. 

Among tIle mountains in the immediate neigbbourhood of the 
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town, the U nterberg is the most conspicuous. Rough, craggy, 
and wooded, it sCGIPS to ii'own upon the city and vale below; 
and by its shaggy mass, and oark '~lllleu a ppearancc, forcibly 
aUra6\s the attention. Popular tradition, which seldom fails to 
select appropriate scenery for its ,vayward tales, has converted 
the Unterberg into a place of confinement fiJI' certain perturbed 
spirits, t?,l' rather made it the haunt of a club of inf(~rnal 8ports
n'len. "Confl\led to the bowels of the mountain during the day, 
and perhaps doomed there to undergo certain unknown dmstise
ments, these bapless spirits arc said to ~J the cavern '\Jith groans 
and shrieks, and' yells so loud, as to pierce the surface of the 
earth, and not unfrequently to reach the car of the lonely wood
man. But at night the dungeon is opened, the imprisoned 
spirits arc at liberty, aud the woods, that overhang the steep 
brows of the mountain, echo with thc sound of an infernal 
trmnpet, the barking of hellish dogs, and shouts too deep and 
loud to proceed from mort.al~organs. Tradition does 410t say, 
that thc ~p~rtsrnen have e\'cr\~o~ldcsCl'llded to shew themselves 
to any human being; but it is reported, that at midnight,"flamcs 
of a blueish tipt and variOllS sizes have been seen traversing the 
forests of the U Btcrberg with the velocity oflightning ; and these 
flames "the people haV!C turned into hounds and horses, huntsmen 
and beast, all 'of fire. Some cOl~jecflr(', that the chief of these 
restless sportsmen is one of the former bjshops, who, like maIjl 
of his German brethren, in ages llot very remote, was aceustomoo 
to pass in the chace the hours and days which he ought to have 
devoted to the dutie~ of his station. Others pretend, that it was 
a Count, or, what w~s nearly the same thing in certain periods of 
German history, a robber, who had built a castle amid the i~lst-.. . . . 
nesses ~£ die U nterberg, dnd u8cd to employ his days 111 pursumg 
and arresting travellers, ravagmg the fields and vallies below,. 
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and compelling all the country round to pay him tribute. It 
would be difficult to decide the question, ~. the bishop and the 
Count seem both to have a fair cJaim to the manorial honours of 
the Unterberg: we shall therefi)re wave the discussion df this 
knotty point; and the more readily, as the in visible hOl'n has now 
ceased to sound, the infernal paek no longer disturb the silence 
of the U nterberg, and the spirits of the chace hare either 
fulfilled the days of their punishment, or are sent to sport in 
solitudes less liable to observation. The U nterberg, however, is 
not the only mountain in. Germany supposed to be the haunt of 
infernal hunters. 

The salt mines at Halleim, about four miles from Saltzburg, are 
deservedly celebrated. 'l'he entrance is near the summit of a 
mountain, and the ascent, though over a good road, long and 
tedious. N ear the summit is a village with a handsome church. 
Seeing ~crowd assembled round the door of a public house, we 
were informed, that they were celebrating u jubilee, on the fiftietls 
anniversary of the marriage of an old couple, and, at the same 
time, the wedding of a gra.ndson. As soon as we:' ~ere observed, 
we were immediately invited in, and treated with cake, wine, 
and beer. The dance was going on menrily, and some of our 
party joined in it, con spirito; a circumstance which seemed t6' 
gjje much satisfaction. l1ae persons of .the younger damsels 
were not uncomely, nor were their countenances without ex .. 

pression: but their dress was such as would have disfigured far 
more perfect forms, and turned beauty itself into deformity. 
To enliven the dance, they now and then clftpped. their hands, 
and uttered a shriek very grating to 4rs unaccustomed to the 
tones pf Alpine merriment. We depirtecl, pleased wjth the 
novelty of the scene, and still ·more with the hospitality of the 
good people. 5 
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At length we req,ched the summit, and entered the mines by 
a long subterranean gallery, which terminated in the mouth of 
~he fifst descent. 'Ve there accoutred ourselves in miners' 
dresses, and slid down five hundred feet, in a manner perf('ctly 
safe and commodious. It is managed thus. The shaft may be 
about foUf feet broad, and about fIve high, worked above into 
the fonn of an arch. The line may <1iverge about thirty feet in 
the hundred from the perpendicular. The space in the middle 
is hollowed and worked into steps. On each side of these steps 
at about a foot distance, runs a pole like the side of a ladder. 
On these poles a miner reclines with his feet extended, so that 
the poles pass under his knees and under his arms. A traveller 
places himself behind llim in the same posture, but so close, as 
to rest the inside of his knees on the miner's shoulders. The 
others follow the example, and form a line, in such a m,anner, 
that the one above always rests gently on the shoulder/'nf the 
oq~ below. Another miner generally goes in the middle, ~nd a 
third closes the rear. The first miner regulates the motion, and 
ifhc finds it ne<;essary to check or stop it entirely, he needs only 
to put his foot backward, and touch one of the steps behind. The 
miners carry torches Iflade of the fir tree. 'Vhen the line is 
formed, upon a'signal given, the minet' undermost lets the ropes 
loose, (tor two ropes run parallel W'ith the poles, and nearl.., 
touch them), and glides down with great rapidity. 'Vesuddenly 
found ourselves in an immense hall, lighted up with a. prod i
gj()~S number of candles. This hall was very long and broad, 
hut extremely low, 'and as the cicling was fiat, unsupported 
ei~r by pillars or propt, and apparently of very crumbling 
u\at¢}.;al_, it \Vu uatural ~ feel SOUle ltpprchcnsion of its giving 

• way. ·'T~ minen. however, tranquillized us, by assuring llS 

that such accidents never bappened, bowevel' probable they 
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might appeal'. The sides were adorned herc and .~h('re with 
basso rc1ieyos of dittt:rent bishops, ruddy worked in tJl~ earth or 
rock. The lights, as I said aboyc, wcrc numerous; but i'i1stead~ 
of being reflected ii'om a great variety of spars and shining 
minerals, which a traveller might natlll'ally expect to find in a 
salt mine, the blaze t~tlIs sullen alld dead from tlw walls, and 
serves only to shew the thickness of the surrounding gloom. 
From this hall we passed into a gallery, and thence descended, 
in the Ga11)(, nHl1HIC'r as hdt)J"(', into a second, a tllird, and a 
fourth, of Heariy the same fin'm and dimensions. These halls arc 
used for the following purpose: t.he salt is worked from the 
sides and cieJing; then· watcr is let in, anti kept confined telr 
some time, aftcr which it is uraincd away and thc salt remaill~ 
deposited on the floor. 

'Ve (iuiacd the mine ,vlth as much i:lcility as we cnLt'rc(1. 'Ve 
were. placed astride a long bench; one mine)' moved before 10 
guide, two others were placed behind to push this bench down a 
gently inclined plane. After some minutes of rapid motion, we 
perceived thc appearance of a star, which gradually inerea~ed 
upon us, till we were launcJlCd once more into full day. The exit 
is as picturesque as the clltrance is gloom'y. It· opens under a 

!fClifl~ clad with bramblcs growing out of its crcviccs, and over
hung with pines and firs, clinging to the sides, and bending from 
the brmfs of the precipice. On one side, a torrent bursting from 
the cragg, tumbles from steep to steep, till it engulphs itself in a 
deep· shaded dell; and on the other, far below, stretches the 
town of Halleim, with its white houst!s and spire. On our exit, 
the miners presented each of us with a little box, c.ontaining 
specimens of salt. They were very beautiful in col~urs;od, 
shape, but are not easily pr.eserved, as they crllmble into dust 
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by the motion of the carriage, and are dissolved by the least 
humidi",,,, On the' whole, our visit to the mines ofHaIleim was 
a very '}S'ieasant, and not unimproving excursion. 

Our stay at Saltzburg was much enlivened by the hospitality of 
PrinceJ. Schwartzenburgh, aeanon of the cathedral, to whom the 
Princess of Schwartzenburgh had obligingly recommended us. 
This young nobleman entertained us with great splendour, pointed 
out to us the most interesting objects, introduced us to the best 
company at his dinners, concerts, and suppers, and rendered the 
place so agreeable, that we fixed the day of our departure with no 
small reluctance. ",. e must ever retain a grateful recollection of 
his attention and kindness. 

February the 10th. About nine in the morning we set off from 
Saltzburg. A thick fog hung over the surrounding scenery. We 
could only perceive that the road ran over a plain, naked in ge. 
neral, but occasionally ornamented with villages, whose graceful 
" spires at intervals attracted our attention. After having cr~ssed 
the plain, we reached the skirts of a vast mountain, presenting 
at first. a black indistinct mass, which cast a <lark shade on th6 
fog that enveloped it,j.nd then just displayed its fir-clad summit 
so far above th.mist, that it appeared"to hang in the air, and to 
belong to some other region . 

• 
• Reicbenhall is a well·built little town, or rather village, re-

markable for its salt works, and ill a prosperous condition. 
We were ll(;);wat the very foot of the Alps, and entered their 
d@$es:at. placecallcd U nkin~ about one mile from Reich. 
_lk, .. rrhe road. first sweeps along the base of a noble emi

. i_;~~ted:1If'ith fits; a church spire rises on· the side ofa bill; 
:;~_J:~':summit'of the same bill stands a castle in ruins. 
;·:~~_~ds~·we come to tbe foot of the precipice. which 

~.t;.;:'J. c 



10 OLASSICAL TOUR 

with its castle overhangs the road in tremendous majesty .. "i.e 
then entet' a de}], a sudden tUTU of which pres~n one 
side a vast mountain clad with firs; while on the other tile prod .. 
pice, girded with a ZOilC of fi.>rest trees, increases in height· 
and grandeur, and, sllrmounted with the old rampart walls, looks 
like the battlement:ed dwelling ofa raCe of giants. In thmt, al\ 
immense mass, covered with a hundred woods, and half wrapped 
in fogs and clouds, obstructs the view, and torms J~tl"awful 
foreground to the picture. Still continuing to ascend, we wind 
along tbe dell, with a torrent murmuring by the road side, and aU 
arottn-d mountains in various shapeless furms, increasing in height~ 
shagginess, and horror. 

The scene was here truly tremendous. The defile is very l1arrow~ 
leaving space only for the road and the torrent. The mountains 
rise on each side so nearly perpendicular, that the vast forests 
growing on their sides east a disma.l shade over the road, and 
loaded as they were with a weight of snow, seemed ready to fall, 
and bury the traveller as he passed below. Now and then,.a 
chasm broke the uniformity of this gloomy scenery, and pre
sented an objcyt less dark, but eqoolly terrific-a torrent arrested 
in its faJ] by the frost, hanging from the Jjrow oflli a crag in solid 
masses, and terminating jn immense pointed icicles. The least 
'of these icicles, if detached from the sheet above, would .have 
crushed the whole party;ano, when contemplated thus -suspended 
overour\eads, jamjttmlapaura '(.:od.entique tulBimilis, could 'DOt fail 
tb exOitesomeemotions of terror. W1Jeftever the ulOunt.ains re
~'and sloped backwards, they onJyenabled q tediseQ~ 

forests rising above eachot~,andsweniag iDto<neW'~_\'lll 
tb~'d>nc~led theiratmt ami eleAtionin ;,the .. ~.~ .• ·The· 
~60w' lay'!deepoDthe rbad, ami ,oothe;approaoJl'.~f;::q~ 
.beganw fan agam in great: \IIuantitiea. We 11l~~lIi:\;~\" 
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and when night set in, with aU the darkness of the season. 
our 8~ion appeared such as might have discouraged even 
experi~l\ced travellers. In fact, after some hours' exertion, and 
very little progress, our drivers were seriously alarmed, and en
treated tu; to allow them to return with their horses~ before the 
depth of the snow, which was mrery moment increasing, should 
render tho roads impassable. 'rhey promised to come to Out· 

assistance early in the morning, with a sufficient number of per
sons to remove the snow, and enable us to proceed. This pro
posaJ, as may be supposed, was rejected, and the drivers were, 
partly by representations, and partly by threats, induced to 
remain. All the horses were put alternately to each carriage, 
whilst we proceeded on foot, and with no small difficulty at 
length reached the post house, where 'W(~ took sledges, and con
tinued our journey at the rate of ten miles an hour. 

We reached St. John at a late hour. A neat collegiate 
church is the only remarkable o~ject in this little town. 

February 11th. The scenery this day did not appear so 
grand and awful as pn the.prreeding; whether this part of the 
defile be more open, or whether OUl' eyes were morc accus-

,Ii' 

tomed to its gloomy magnificence I know not ,; but I believe the 
former to be the case, as the road graduaIJy ascends, and COflS6-

, quently the elevation of the mountains apparently diminishes; 
Wa6J1ealJy whiJ..eat the bottom of the defile, we behekl the wbole 

", lBUtoi the Alps in full elevation above 1.Is. I need not, I suppose, 
, aait_OD trf'eIl the untravelled reader ag-.tinst a mistake, into which 
laaekave fallen, that any tJl the pass8.ges tllrough the Alps crOI;88; 

'~~'_itWen.:approacbes the 8WJOmits of these mountains. 
~be~~s "~ ua.vemag the Alps are cond~ted thfOUg!1 M 

~~,:a~i and werepl'obably traced out by the paths, that 
c't 
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have served from time immCtllorial as means of communication 
between the fertile valleys that lie interspersed up and ,...n the 
windings oftbis inlInen~e chain. These defiles arc always water
ed, and were perhaps formed, by streams incessantly gliding down 
from the eternal snows that mantle the highest regions: these 
streams, increasing as they descend, work their way between the 
rocks, and continue for ever opening and enlarging their channels. 
Such is the Inn that now bordered our road, and such is the Salza 
still nearer the plains of Bavaria. When therefore it is asked, 
who first crossed the Alps, or opened such a particular passage over 
these mountains, the question means only, what general or what 
army first forced a way through this immense barrier, or made 
such a particular track or path practicable? Of these tracks, that 
which we are now. pursuing seems to have been one of the most an
cient and most frequented. The first people who passed itin a body 
were probably the Gauls; that race ever restless, wandering, and 
ferocious, who have so often since forced the mighty rampart, 
which nature rais~d to protect the fertile provinces of Italy 
from the rapacity of northern invaders. Of a tribe of this 
people, Livy says, iff. that in the. consulship of Spnrius 
Posthunlius Albinus, .and Quintus Marcus Philippus, that is, 
in the. year of Rome 566, they passed the Alps by roads tm 
then undiscovered, and entering Ita.ly, turned towards Aquileia. 
Upon this occasion, contrary to their usual practice, they came 
in small numbers, and rather in the characrerof 'suppliants than 
enemies., But ,the mostrema.rkable army that evererossed these 
mountains was that ,of the .Cimbri,wDo itt less than a century 
after t~above mentioned perioo, .climbed<theRhetianA:lps;'·' 
and rushed like. a torrent do:wn U. Triden,tiae defile.'TiII"'fiftt: 
lucce8setand n.,nal. qestruction,of ,,'.this~.hoJde:,()f, sav.tges 'ale ~I 

• L.D:PX ••• 
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known. At length Augustus, irritated by the lawless and plun
dering spiri .... some of the Rhetian tribes, sent a Roman army 
into their territory under Drusus, who in a very short space of 
time entirely broke the spirit of the mountaineers, brought their 
country into perfect su~jection.; and opened a commodiou~ com
munication through the whole range of Alps that bears their 
name. This expedition is celebrated by Horace, and forms the 
su~ject of one of his most spirited productions."'" Ever since this 
eve!lt, this road has been frequented, and always considered as the 
best and safest passage from the Transalpine regions to Italy. 

As we had set out late, darkness fell upon us before we had made 
any very considerable progress, and deprived us of. the view of 
the celebrated vale of Inspruck. We travelled nearly the whole 
night, and entered that city about four o'c]ock in the morning. 

Inspruck is the capital of the' Tyro], a Jarge Alpine pro~ince 
of ~he Austrian empire, and as it was once the residence of a 
sovereign prince, is still the seat of government, and has fre
quently been visited by the emperors. It possesses some noble 
edifices, mote remarkable however, as is usual in Gennany, 
for magnitude t~an for beauty. THe style of architecture, 
therefore, both of the palace and the churches, is, as may be 
expected, below criticism;· and, when I mention the great hall 
in the palace, I point out to the traveller aJmost the only building 
that deserves his notice. '1'0 this I will add another object, that 
has a claim upon his attention far superior to any that can be 
deriveqJrommere architectural beauty. It is a little chapel, 
eree~,~~~.'very·melaDcholyanO interesting occasion. It is 
weilkii.n,that,the.Emoerof Francis ,the First, husband to the 

.... ! . r' '·e. Ir kt 

l,A.w • .t. 
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celt'brated Maria Teresa, died suddenly at ItlSpruck; lie was 
going to the Opera, and while walking througftthe. passage 
from the palace to the theatre, he fell down, and instantly ex
pired. He was conveyed to the nearest room, which happened 
to be that of a servant, and there laid upon a miserable bed. 
Attempts were made to bleed him, but to n8' purpose; and it is 
stated~ that for a considerable time the body remained with 
the blood trickling slowly from the arm, unnoticed, and 
unattended by a servant of any description. 'rhe Em~ 
press, who loved him with unU!mal tenderness, shortly after 
raised an·altar on the very.spot where he fell, and, clearing the 
space around, erected over it a. chapel. Both the chapel arfd 
the altar ar~, though plain, extremely beautiful, and a p1ea.sing 
monument both of the affection and taste of the illustrious 
widow. This princess, then in the full bloom of youth and 
beauty, and the first sovereign in Europe in title and territori.l 
possessions, continued ever after to wear mourning; and to some 
lubsequent matrimonial overtures, i!i said to have replied in the 
animated lines of Virgil, 

Ille, moos primus qui tne sibijunxit amore!l, 
Abstulit, ille habeat seCUm servetque sepu1cro! 

Tbe inscription runs ail follows, and breathes more grief than elegance. 

D:O:M. 
llemotil8.etenlle fad, qbo 

Prinaepe optimtts 
ThrORi d""p 

Popul~.~~ 
Franei~tt& D: G: ROlin tbtp:Aug: . ~&I_·" 

M,D: Bet: .. lM1tet Jhr: D. 
XVIII Aug: .MDCCLXV 
Viae hie loci et ~j8 6r~ptus. 

Monumentum pos"ti POsitllDl-



1HROUGH ITALY, 16 

I shall ~ay nothing of the magnificellt cenotaph of the tmpcror 
~1.axhniIia~ the church of the Franciscans, with its sculp .. 
tured pallne"'and bronze statues, nor of the bumble cells ofth.e 
Archduke of the same name in the convent of the Capuchins, but 
proceed to a much nobler o~ject than either, the vale of Inspruck. 
This vaJe is pel'hiPs the most extensive and most beautiful of 
all that lie in the Northern recesses of the Alps. It is about 
thirty miles in length, and, where widest, as in the neighbourhood 
of Inspruck, ahout six in· breadth. It is watered by the Inn, 
anciently the ffinlls, which glides through it, intersecting it nearly 
in the middle, and bestowing freshness and fertility as it ,vinds 
..along. rrhe fields that border it are in high cultivation, finely 
adorned with every species of forest tre('s, enEvened with towns 
and villages, and occasionally graced with the ruins of a castle, 
frowning in shattered majesty from the summit ofa precipice . 
. Large woods line the skirts ~uld clothe the sides of 1he neigh. 
bouring mountains, and, ,vith ·the. ragged mjsshapen rocks tllRt 
swell above them, form a frame worthy of a picture so exten
sive .·and beautiful. III the southern extremity of this vale, . . 

stands Inspl'uck; and behind it rises a long ridge, forming part 
of the craggy pinnacles of the Brenner, one of the loftiest moun
tains of the'I'yrolian A1ps. 

About five miles North of Inspruck is the town of Hall, fa ... 
mous, for its salt works; and about t<)Ur miles on the opposite 
side,6n a bold eminence, stands embosomcd in trees, the castle of 
.A~hras. Thi$ edifice is of very ancient date, and its size, form, 
~iurllitunare well adapted to its antiquity. Its exterjor is 
<l.~dwith turrets, spires, and . .Qattlements; apd its large halls 

a,rre~.():~lJ.,l~. ,'with SpOOL'S, sbields, al~ helmets) and 1ined with the 
f~,7.'~<[" ' tile knights) mounted upon their palfreys, with 
"W,L. ".'. .~~ ~ed, as if ready to fwdl forward in 
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battle. The smaller apartments are fitted up with less attention 
to Gothic propriety than to utility, and contain ';OU8 natural 
curiosities, intermingled with gems, medals, and pictures. 

Though at Inspruck we bad made a considerable progress 
in the defile, yet we had not risen in eJevati0\ltso much as might 
be imagined; for that city is said to be no more than fifteen 
hundred feet above the level of the sea. But, about three miles 
further, the road suddenly turns, and the traveller begins in rea
lity to work up the steep. The road is well contrived to lessen 
the labour of ascent, winding gently up the mountains, and afford
ing everywhere perfect security, though generally skirting th~ 
edge ofa precipice. It presents some striking objects, such as the 
AbbeyofWilltean, anciently Villitenum, the castle of Son enberg, 
and, through a break to the west, a transient view of a most 
majestic mountain, rising from the midst of the surrounding gla
ciers, and lifting its pointed summit to the skies. Its craggy sides 
are sheathed in ice, and its brow is whitened with eternal snows.'" 
Its height is supposed to be nearly equal to that of :M.ount 
Blanc, though in grandeur, the mountain of Savoy yields to 
that of the Tyrol; because the former heaves itself gradually 
from-the plain, a~d conducts the eye, by three different stages 
to its summit, whilst the latter shoots up at once withoU't sup
port or gradation, and terminates in a point that seems to 
pierce the heavens . . 

The ascent still continued steep and without intermission to 
Steina.c::)l; and the cold, which bitherto had not muchincom .. 
moded uS',except at night, Tme more inte»5e. T~escellery 

" 
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grew more dreary, gradually assuming all the bleak appearances 
of Alpi_inter. The last mentioned place, though situated 
amidst the pinnacles of the Rhetian Alps; is yet not the 
highest point of elevation; and the traveller has still to labour 
up the tremendous steeps of the Brenner. As he advallces, 
piercing blasts 4lblowing around the bare ridges and summits 
that gleam with iee, stinted' half-frozen firs appearing here 
and there along the road, cottages almost buried Ulider a weight 
of snow, all announce the rc(!ions where winter reiQ:ns undis .. 

• ~J ~J 

turbed; and the"'Alps here display all their ancient and unchange. 
able hor1'ors.--" Nives calo prope immistcc, tecta illf01'mia im
" posita rupilnts, pecora,jumenfllquc tOrl'ida frigo1'e, homines intonsi 
" et inculti, animalia, inanimaque omnia 7'igentia gelu."~ 

'.rhe summit, or rather the highest region of the mountain 
'which the road traverses, is crowned with immense crags and 
'precipices, enclosing a sort of plain or valley: This p1ain was 
bleak and dreary when we passed through it, because buried 
in. deep snow, and darkened by j()gs and mists, and the shades of 
the approa.ching evening: yet it possesses one feature, which in 
summer nmst give it some degree of animation, beauty, and even 
of fertility; I mean the source of the river Atagis, whicli, burst
ing from the side of a shattered fock, tumbles iu a noble cascade 
to the plain. We had just before passed the fountain head of the 
river Sill, which takes a northward course, and runs down the' de
file that leads to Inspruck, so that we now 'stood on the confines of 
~ ~rtlPf our.faccs being turned towards Italy, and the genial 
i~s~Qftbesollth. At the post we once:! more entered sledges, 

• 
Liv. xxf. 

D 
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al1d with great satisfaction began to descend, a vast mass of 
mountain hanging over us on the left, and the Atagis, .'Ow called 
the Adige, tumbling from steep to steep on our right. Night 
soon enveloped us, and we pursued our way with great rapidity 
down the declivity through l\farck and Middlewald, and at 
length entered the episcopal city pf J3rixen, or Bressinone. 

'Ve had now passed the wildest retreats and most savage 
scenery of the .Alps, once lhe impenetrable abode of fiel;ce 
tribes of barbarians., and the haunt of associated robbers, who 
plundered with the numbers, spirit, and discipline of armies. 
The Roman legions were not unfrequently impeded in their 
progress, and more than once stripped of their baggage by these 
desperate, mountaineers. The expedition of Drusus, bcf()rc· 
alluded to, seems to have reduced the Alpine tribes, at least the 
Vinde1ici and the Rhreti, so fiu to snqjcction, as to insure a 
8afe and easy passage through their tcrritories for many succeed
ing ages. 11he incursions, invasions, and consequent anarchy, 
that preceded and fonowed the dissolution of the Roman em
pire, naturally revived the fiercenes~ of the mountain tribes, 
and renewed the disorders of earli~r i)criods. But these dis-

II' 

orders yielded in thcir turn to the increasing influence of Chris-
tianity and the authority of the clergy; two causes,which, for
tunately for Europe, worked with increasing extent and energy, 
and successfully countcracted the prodigious efforts of ferocity, 
barbarism, and ignorance during the middle ages. So effective 
was their operation, that the Rhetians, from the most savage, 
became the most~ritle of mountain tribes, and have for a long 
succession of ages continued to!i#distiflguish themselves by their 
innocepce, simplicity and Qenevolence: and felv travellershav~ 
1 believe, traversed the Rhetian Alps, without having 'witnessed. 



THROUGH ITAI,Y. 

some instances of these amiable virtues. It is indeed fortunat(~, 
that re1igl" has penetrated the3c fastnesses, impervious to hu
man power, and spread her influence over solitudes where human 
laws are of no avail; that where precaution is impossible, and 
re.sistance useless, she spreads her invisible ~gis @\'er the travel
ler, and conduct~him, secure under her protection, through all 
the dang'crs of the way. In t~ict, while rapidl v skimmin~ the 
~. J 0 

edge of a precipice, or winding cautiously along under the 
loose masses of ~n impending cliff, he trembles to think that a 
single touch might bury him under a crag precipitated from 
above, or the start of a horse, purposely alarmed, hurl him into 
the abyss below, and give the ruffian' a safe opportunity of 
preying upon his plunder. "Then in such situutitms the tra
velJer reflt'cts upon his security, and reco]]ccts that these moun
tains, so savage, and so well adapted to the purposes of mur
derers and banditti, have not in the memory of mall, been 
stained by human blood, he ought to do justice toO the catlsC', and 
gratefully acknowledge tbe beneficent influence of religion. 

Impressed with these rdlections, he will behold'tvith in~ulg
ence, perhaps even with interest, the crosses which freqlJently 
mark the brow of a precipice, and the little chapds hollowed 
out of the rock where the road is narrowest: he will consider 
them as 80 many pledges of security, and rest assured, that 
as long as the pious mountaineer continues to adore the· Good 

-----------------
~ Pasto; bor.u~ Mat(:r dolorosa " such are the title!! often iDilCribed over those rus

tic te~ples; sometimes a whole sentence is subjoined, as, Pa,~tor bonus qtli mlimam 
suam tlfIf p"o ovibus suis. Under n crncifix:. 011 the brow of a tremendous crag, I 
obQerved some lines taken from the Dies free, a funeral bymn, which, tllOugb 
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$'!lep'he"d, and to beg the prayers of the afflicted Motlter, he will 
never cease to befriend the traveller, nor to discharge the duties 
of hospitality. If French principles should unfortunately pass 
from the courts and cities in the plains, to the recesses of these 
mountains, the murderer may shortly aim his' rifle, from behind . . 
the ruins of' the cross, and the nightly banditti~urk, in expecta-
tion of their prey, under. the roof of the forsaken chapel. But 
to proceed; 

Bressinone, in 9crman Brixell, presents nothing very remark. 
able to the attention of the traveller. Its cathedral is neither 
large nor beautiful; and its claim to antiquity is rather dubiolls, 
as the name" of Brixentes, found in ancient authors, belongs not 

. ;1·· 
SO much to the town, as to the inhabitants of the surrounding 
country. I need scarcely inform the reader, that the Brixia, 
alluded to by Catullus, is now Brescia, a ,veIl known and 
flourishing city in the plain below, between the lake Benacus 
and Cremona. 

Bri¥,ia Chinrea snpposita specula; 
}'lavuil quam molli percurrit flnmine Melu, 
Brixia, Veronre mater amatn mere·. 

The River l\1"cla, described in these verscs as a yellow and 

disfigured by rhyme, was justly admired by Johnson and Lord Roscommon for 
its pathos and sublimity . ...:..The lines were, 

Catull. LX v. 32. 34. 

Recordare .. J esn pie 
Quod sum causa ture vire
Qurerens me sedisti lassus 
Uedimisti crucem passU8 

TautUi labor non sit eBSSllS. 
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srnooth flowing stream, and represented by Virgil as meander
ing through, cultivated yalleys still retains its ancient name and 
character, and runs near thc last mentioned town. 

The descent fronl the little plain of llressinonc is not .so steep 
as the road whi~ leads to it. On a hill not far from Chi usa 
stands the abhey of Sabiona, the only remains of tll(~ ancient 
Sabina: Thus bearing its former name, with little variation. 
Chiusa, or Clausen, onc€' Clusium, takes its name, as other towns 
of similar appellations, from its situation; as the plain, in 
which it stands, is terminated by a tremendous defile, whose 
rocky sides jut out so fh.r and rise so high, as almost to hide the 
face of heaven: while the river, contracted into a torrent, or 

.4\-
rather a continual cascade, rolls in thunder from steep to steep, 
hurrying shattered fragments of roek down its eddy, and filling 
thc dell with uproar. The numberless chapels hewn out of the 
rock on the road, answer the double purposes of devotion and 
security, protecting the travcller against the sudden bursts of 
storm in snmmer, and the still more sudden and destructive 
masses of snow that roll from the mountains towards the termi. 
nation of wintcr. The road which leads to this dell, runs along 
the edge of a most tremendous precipice, and is so near to 
it, that ti'om the carriage, the e,Yc without perceiving the 
parapet, looks all at once 'into the ah'yss below, and it is 
scarcely possible not to draw back with involuntary terror. 
The defile to which the road leads, seems yawning as if ready 
to swallow up the traveller, ari~, closing ovel' him as he ad
va~ees, has less the appearance of a road in the land of the 
living,~than of a descent to the infernal regions. A heavy 
'SROW, ! fall~ng as we passed, added to the natural gloom of the 
scene, and .. made it truly terrific. 
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'Ve entered Bolsano late. The name of this town is convert
ed by the Germans into the barbarous appellation of Botzen. 
It is a commercial and busy place. Its situation, at the 
opening of several valleys, and nea; the confluence of three 
rivers, is advantageous; its neighbourhood well cultivated and 
romantic. It contains, however, no remarkabll ol~jeet. A little 
below Bolsano the Atagis flows into the Athesis; rivers, which 
from the resemblance of their names, are frequently confounded; 
especia lly as they now go under the same appellation, and are 
called the Adige, sometimes the Adese. The former name may 
be derived from either of the ancient titles; the latter can come 
from the Athesis only. This river takes its rise ncar a little 
town called Burg, not far from Cluras and Tiroli, anciently 
Tirioli, whence the territory takes its modern name, and after 
traversing the valley of Venosta, joins the Atagis at Bolsano. 

From Bolsano the road presents nothing ~culiar1y interesting 
as Alpine scenery. Some castles, however, finely situated, pro
ject into the valleys of Sole and Anania; Monte Cerno and 
Monte Mendala are objects grand and beautifu1. We left th~ 
village of Mezzo Tedesco, and entered that 011 the opposite 
side of the river called Mezzo Lombardo, with pleasure. Salurno 
interested us by its antiquity, of which its name is a' memorial. 
Night had already closed upon ns, ,vhen we entered Trent. 
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CHAP. II. 

TUENT-COUNCIL OF TllENT-CASTELLO DELLA PIETRA..-ROVE

REDO-SLA.. VINI DI l\U.RCo-ALA..-CIIlUSA..-VERONA.-ITS ANTI

QUITIES AND HISTORY. 

TRENT is the seat of an archbishop. Its ancient name was 
'l'ridenturn, and the tribes and Alps in its vicinity were not un
frequently called Tridelltini. It is seated in a small but beauti
ful valley, exposed, htwevcr, from its elevation, to intense cold in 
winter, and from the reflection of the surrounding mountains, to 
heat as intense in summer. '\Then we passed, (I?ebruary the 
sixteenth) the ground was still covered ,,,itb snow, and the frost, 
notwithstanding the influence of the sun, very severe. The 
town is w~ll built, and boasts some palaces. That of the 
prince bis110p contains some very poble apartments, but it had 
been plundered and disfigured by the :Freneh ill their late inva
sion. The cathedral is Gothic, and not remarkable either for its 
beauty or magnitude. Its organ.is admired, though supposed 
to be inferior to that of the church Santa Maria Maggiore, in 
the same city; 

Bat ~t owes its fame neither to its situation nor its edifices, 
but to the'eelebrated council held within its waHs about the 
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middle of the sixteenth century>'/<. It was opened in the cathe. 
dral, but generally held its sessions in the church of Santa 
l\laria Maggiore, where a picture still exists, representing the 
council sitting in full assembly. The most conspicuous figures 
are supposed to bf' portraits taken irom the lift'. This assembly 
sat, with various interruptions, under three successiy(~polltitTs, 
during the space of eighteen years. It was cOllvoked by Paul 
the Third, and consistcd of cardinals, archbishops, bishops, 
abbots, chiefs of religious orders, )'epres('utati\'cs of the lluivcr
~ities, and amLassadors fi'om the Emperor, Kings of France, 
Sp~in, Portugal, &c. republics of Venice, Genoa, cantons of 
Switzerland, German Electors, &c. These ambassadors were 
called Oratores, and were accompanied each by a certain number 

. of lawyers and divines, selected by their respective sovereigns. 
The whole numbf)r of persons comprising the general assem
blies of the council, amounted to one thousand-i'. The business 
of the councH was prepared in COllHuittees, and definitively set~ 
tIed in the generaJ assemblie...s. The bull.' cOllvocation, isslled 
by Paul the Third, is a master .. piece of its kind. The style of 
the acts of ;the council is pure and .dignifiecl, and the dissertations 
and observations that precede the canons, cannot be perused, 
even by an impartial and pious protestant, without instruction 
and edification. One of the great objects of the council was 
the restora.tion of peace and unity among Christians. In 

• 
this respect it failed: animosity prevailed over charity: consci-
ous of authority on one side, rage of innovation on the other, 
would submit .to no conr-cssion. The other ol~ject of the coupcil 

• One thousand five hundred agd forty-two. 

t Giblton says of the council of Constance, tbat the number and weight ¢)f:eil'il 
and ·eeclesiastieal members might seem. to c(,Iolititllte the stat~ it--.. (1, .. ~.,e ; 
a remN1lt Qquaijy appli~ble to the ODWlCil of Trent. 
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war-;, the reformation of the church. Here its efforts were at
tended, if not with total, at least with very gener"l] success, and 
must receive the approbation of every impart ial J'f'ad~:I" Many of 
its regulations have b('cn adol,ted by the civil authority, even in 
Protestant countries; sucb, f()f instance, as those rei a liug to ma-

L ~ , 

trimony; and their utilit.y, where admitted, bas heen felt and 
acknowledged. IHtrjg':,~, without doubt, was not inactive at· 
Trent; and where ~o l1WI.I'y persons of such rank and weight, so 
many diplomatic agents from almost all the countries al~d cor ... 
porate bodies in Christendorn, were brought togf'ther, it must, 
have heen ti'(:quently and strongly exerted. Yet with such an 
obstacle ill its ,nlY, the Council drew up a set of articles dear 
and. COllCIS£', comprehending all the prineipal poiuts then in 
debat,(·, ~nd fixing the faith of the Catholic with logical 
precisiLJ:\ 

A ftc I" having thus rcprescnted t.he council ill a favourable light, 
I lHu~t now, rcluctlntly, 1 conj~~ss, turn to the charg(~s advanced 
agl:ill'it it: the first of 'which is the iufluence supposed to have 
be!"ll exercised over it hy the Roman court; an influence which, 
after all, seems to have been confined to su~jects connected with 
the temporal interests and the interior concerns of that court, 
and never' extended either to the deliberations or the final, 
decrees of t.he Councjl. J n the second place, many a benevo
lent man, many a true friend of the peace and union of the 
Christian body, has deplored the degree of precision, with which 
the artic1e~ in debate were defiued, and a line dmwn between the 

oo~tendinPtfarties,-to ,separate tl~e~n perhaps tor (wed. Real 
umOUf' indeed at that tlllle of delIrIOus contest, waS n,ot to bt~ 
hoped-for; ;but,.some .lati tude allowetl to the wanderi11gs of th~ 
hu~/:miod,., tit greater t)cope given ~O, .intcrpret4ition, and 8: 

E 
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1Ife&pectful silf!nce recommended to the disputants onsubjectJ 
too mysterious to he explained, and too awful to be bandied 
about in scholastic disputation, might, perhaps, at a more fa .. 
voure.ble.se&soD t Lave soothed animosity, and disposed all tem .. 
PGfate persons· to terms of accommodation. Remote, however, 
as we now arc froIll "hat rera of discord, and strangers to the 
passions which t~len iafluenced mankind, it might seem to 
border upon temerity and injustice, were we to censure the pr()... 
ceedings of an a8sembly~ which combined the benevolence, the 
sanctity, and th.:! moderation of the Cardinals Pole and Sadoleti, 
Contareni and Serjpando . .. 

February l8th. Fro~rent the road continues to run through 
a narrow valley, watercdby the Adige (or Athcsis), and covered 
with vines conducted over trellis work, or wiilding from 'tree to 
tree in gadands. High mountains rise on either side, and the 
snow, thcugh occasionally deep, was yet sensibly diminished. 
After t~first stage, the snow appeared only on the mountains, 
while in the valley we enjoyed some share of the genial influence 
01 an Italian sun. 'The number of neat villages seemed to 
i'Dtrease on both banks of the river; though in all, the ravages 
of war and that wanton rage for mischief which, UpOIl all occa
sions, distinguishes an invading army, were but too discernible. 
Cottages destroyed, houses burnt or dumaged, and churches disfi. 
~ed, forced themselves too frequentlyupbn the attention of the 
traifeUerf and excitedemotioll8 of pity and abhorrence. A;' 'tor. 
tress,; Covering the brow of II :steep hill, ti,68,>'on the left, at some 
.distance from the 'tOad, and forms too :conspicuousan object1t,O 

" . .... . <4" 
f}8s$' unnoticed.", Its an~t Dame lfaS,: according toCllU'eftus, 
V L'fruccft.CasteUum; it is.GOW called Castello della Pietra~ftom 
its Site. ' It was· ·takenand te-taken twice by tlie~& 
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Imd Austrian!! during the last war, though its situation mighty 
induce a traveller to consider it impregnable. 

Roverodo, anciently Roboretum, the second stage from Trent, 
is a neat little town in the defiles of the Alps, situated, geogra
phically speaking, in the German territory, hut in language, 
manners, and appearance, Italian. The entrance on the side of 
Trent looks well, though the main street is narrow. An inscrip
tion over the gate, relative to the marriage and passage of the 
Princess of Parma, pleased me much, as it affords a specimen 
of the good taste of this little town. 

Isabelle 
Philippi Borb. Parmre'd'ilcis 

J osepho Austrire dud nuptre 
Viennam proficiscenti 

Felix sit iter 
Faustullque thalamus 

Roboretanis gaudentibus. 

In fact. as you approach Italy, you may perceive a visible 
improvement not only in the climate of the country, but 
also in tht! taste of' its inhabitants; the churches and public 
buildings assume a better form; the shape and ornaments 
of their port.als, doors and windows are more gTaceful, and 
their epitaphs and inscriptions, which, as Addison justly ob
serves, are a certain criterion of public taste, breathe a more 
classical spirit. Roveredo is situated in the beautiful vaHey of 
Lagarina, has distinguished itself in the literary world, and has 
long possessed an academy," whose members have been neither 
inactive nor inglorious. 
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The descent (for from Steinach, or rather a few miles south of 
that village, three stages before Brixen, we had begun to descend) 
becomes more rapid between Roveredo and Ala; lhe river whicll 
glided gently through the valley of Trent, assumes the l'oughne~s 
of a torrent; the defiles become narrower; and the mountains 
bre~k into rocks and precipices, which occasionally approach 
thc road, sOrlwtimes rise perpendicular from it, and now and 
thcn hang over it in terrible majesty.*' Ala is an insignificant 
little town, in no respect remarkable, except. as forming the geo
graphical boundary of lta.ly. The same appearances continue 
for some time, till at lcngth the mountains gradually sink into 

• Amid these wilds the traveller cannot fail to notice a vast tract calleel the 
Slavini di Marco, co\'erecl with fragments of rock torn from the sideK of the 
neigllbouring mouutains hy an earthquake, 01' pet-haps hy their own UDfmp
ported weight, and hurled down into the plains below. They spread over the 
whole val1~ and in some places contract the road to a very narrow space. A few 
firs and cypreSRe!l scattered in the intervals, or sometimes rising out of the crevices 
'oftbe rocks, cast a partial and melancholy shade amid the surrounding nakedness 
and desolation. This scene of ruin seems to have made a deep impression upon 
the wild imagination of Dante, as he has introduced it into the twelfth canto of 
the Inferno, in order to give tbe reader an adequate idea of one of bis infernal 
ramparts. 

Era 10 loco ove ascender Ia riva 
Venimmo, Alpestro e per quel ch' iv' er' anco, 
Tal, eh' ogni vista ne sarebbe schiva. 
Quare quella ruina ehe nel fianeo 
De qua da Trento l' Adice pereosse, 
o per tre81uoto 0 per sostegno manco; 
c;e da chna del monte onele si mosee, 
Al piano e si la roccia discoscesa, 
Ch' alcuna via darebbe a chi su fosee 

5 
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11ills; the hills diminish in height and number, and at last leave 
tan open space beyond the river on the right. In front, however, 
a round hill presents itself at a little distance, which, a5 you 
approach swells in bulk, and opcning, just leaves room sufiicient 
for the road, and the river on the right, between two vast per
pendicular walls of solid rock, that tower to it prodigious height, 
and cast a most terrific gloom over the narrow strait that divides 
them. As the road leads along a precipice, hanging over the 
river, without any parapet, several countrymen, who hve at the 
entrance of the defile, crowd roqnd the carriage to support it in 
the most dangerous parts of the ascent and descent. A fortifi. 
cation,'"*" ruined by the :French in the late war, formelly defended 
this dreadful pass, and must have rendereqjt impregnable. But 
}~rench (l'old ' 

• b , 

Perrumpere amat saxa, potentius 
Ictu fulmin60. 

In the middle of the defile a cleft in the rock on the lef~ gives 
vent to a torrent that rushes down the crag, and sometimes 
sweeps away a part of the road in its passage. After winding 
through the defile for about half an hour, we turned, and suddenly 
found ourselves on the plains of Italy. 

The fortress alluded to is called Chi usa, and said to have been originally built 
by the Romans; and though frequently destroyed during the wars and various 
invasions of Italy, yet it was as constantly repaired in more peaceable times. It 
must be acknowledged that Nature could not have erected a more impregnable 
rampart to Italy than the Alps, nor opened a more magnificent avenue than tbo 
Jona defile of the Tvrol. " 
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A traveller, upon his entrance into Italy, longs impatiently to 
discover some remains of ancient magnificence, or some speci .. 
me~l ~f m.odern taste, and. fortunately finds m.uch ~o grati, h~s 
Cunoslty In Verona, the first town that reCClves Inm upon hiS 

descent from the lUlCtian Alps. 

Verona is beautifully situated on the Adige, partly on the de
clivity of a hill, which forms the last swell of the Alps, and 
partly on the ~kirts of ;m immcnse plain, extending from these 
mountains to the Apennines. rhe hills behind are adorned with 
villas and gardens, where the graceful cypress and tall poplar 
predominate over the bushy ilcx and spreading bay-tree. 

,of ot 

The plains before the city are streaked with rows of mul-
berry trees, Jmd shaded with vines c1imLing from branch to 
branch, and spreading in garlands from tree to tree. The devas .. 
tation of war had not alitlle disfigured this scenery, by stripping 
sever. villas. levelling many a grove, and rooting up whole rows 
of vines and mulberry trees. But the hand of industry had 
alt-eady begun to repair th<"'Sc ravages, and to restore tb the 
neighbouring hills and fields their beauty and fertility. The 
interior of the town is worthy of its situation. It is divided 
into two unequal parts by thc Adige, which sweeps through it 
in a bold curve, and forms a peninsula, within which the 
whole of the ancient, and the greater part of the modern city, 
is, enclosed. The river is wide and rapid, the streets, as in 
almost all continental towns, are narrower than ~ur's, but long, 
strait, well built, and frequently presenting in tbe form of 
the doors, and windows, and in the ornaments of their cases, 
fine proportions, and beautiful workmanship_ But besides 



31 

these advantages which Verona enjoys in common ~ with IDany 
1Sther towns, it can boast of possessing one of the nobl~st monu
me~ of Roman magnificence now e~isting; I mean its amphi
theatre, inferior in size, but equal in materia.1s and solidity to 

the Coliseum. Almost immediately upon our arrival, we hast
ened to this celebrated monument, and passed the greater part 
of tlle morning in climbing its seats and ranging over its spaci
ous arena. The external circumference, forming the ornamen-

, tal part, has becn destroyed long ago; with the exception of one 
pieee of wall, containing three stories of four arches, rising 
to the height of more than eighty feet. The pilasters and de
corations of the outside were Tuscan, an order well adapted by 
its solidity and massiveness to such vas,t. fabrics. l;'orty-fhre 
rdnges of scats, rising from the arena to' the top of the second 
story of outward arches, remain entire, with ~he different 
YOliDitoria, and their respective staircases and galleries of com-

41\ '" munication. 'l'he whole IS formed of vast blocks of marble, 
<;lnd presents such a mass of compact solidity, as. might"'have 
defied the influence of t.ime, had not its powers been aided by 
the more active. operations of barbarian destruction. ThE" 
arena is not, as in Addison's .. ~ime, filled up and level with the 
first row of seats, but a few f(~et. lower; though still somewhat 
higher than it was in its originu-l state. As it is not my inten
tion to give an architectural account of this celebrated edifice, 
I shall merely inform the reader, in order to give him a general 
idea. of its va.;tness, that the outward circumference is 1290 
feet, the length of the arena 218, and its breadth 129: the seats 
are capable of containing 22,000 spectators. At either end is a . 
~. gate1 and over each a. modern balustrade with an inscrip
tioa.:informil1g the traveller, that two exhibitions of a very dif. 
ferent nature toak place in the Willphitheatre some years a.go. 
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The one wag a bull~baiting, exhibited in honour of the Emperor\< 
.T oseph, then at Verona, by the governor and people; the seats 
were crowded, as may be imagined, on this occasion; and .Ro
man Emperor was once more hailed in a Roman amphitheatre 
with the titles of Cesar and Augustus, by spectators who pre
tend and almost de~erve to be Romans. The'" other exhibition, 
though of a very different nature, was perhaps equalJ.y inte
resting: the late Pope in his German excursion passed through 
Verona, and was requested by· the magistrates to give the 
people an opportunity of testi(ying in public their veneration 
for his sacred person. He accordingly appeared in the am
phitheatre, selected on account of its capacity as the properest 
place, and when the shouts of acclaim had subsided, pour
ed forth his benediction on the prostrate multitude collected 
from all the neighbouring provinces to receive it. The classi
cal spectator would hav.c a,mused 11imself with the singular con
trast, which this cetemony must have presented, to the shows and 
pomp~ exhibited in the same place in ancient' times. A multi
tude in both cases ,~qually numerous, lrut fben assembled for 
purposes of cruel and bloody amusements, now collected by mo
tives of piety and brotherhood: then all nois(', agitation, and 
uproar; now all silence and tranquil expectation: then all eyes 
'fixed on the arena,or perhaps on the Emperor; an arena crowded 
with human victims; an Emperor, GaUienus for instatlce, frown
ing on his trembling slaves; now all looks rivetted on the venera
ble person of a Christian Pontiff, who, with eyes and.hands uplifted 
to 'h~ven, implored for the prostrate crowd peace and happiness. 

iThe French applied the amphitheatre to a very diWereot pur~ 
pose .. 'Shortlyaiter.their entrance into Verona, .they erected a 
wooden' ~eatre near one· oftbe grand portal, ,above menti<>ned. 
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and caused several farces and pantomimes to be acted in it for 
the amusement of the army. The sheds and scaffolding that com
p~ed this miserable edifice were standing in the year 1802, and 
looked as if intended by the builder for a satire upon the taste 
of the Great Nation, that could disfigure so noble an arena. 
The Veronese beheld this characteristic absurdity with indig
nation; and compared the :French, not without reasoIl, to the 
Huns and Lombards. In reality, the inhabitants of Verona 
have always distinguished themselves by an unusual attachment 
to their ancient monuments, and have endeavoured, as well as the 
misery of the times, and the general impoverishment of Italy 
would allow them, to preserve and repait their public buildings. 
From an early period in the thirteenth .century (1228), we fiud 
that there were sums appropriated to the reparation of the am· 
phi theatre ; and that afterwards public orders ~vere issued for 
its preservation and ornament, and r~p~ctable citizens appointed 
to enforce them. ,This Jatter custom ,continued· till· the French 
il~"asion, and' two persons, entitled P'l'csidenti alia arena, 

were intrusted witb its inspection and. ,guardianship., Such 
zeal and attention, to which the world owes tl~e preservat.ion of 
one of the noblest monuments of antiquity, are highly credit
able to the taste and public spirit of the Veronese, and afford 
an honourable proof that they not only boast of Roman 
extraction, but retain some features of the Roman cha~ 

l'acter . . \ 

But the amphithe.atre is not the only monument of antiquity 
tbat distinguishes Verona. In the middle of a street, ealled the 
Cor$O,s&ds a gate inscribed with the name of Gallienus, on 
Qc<x>uot0f. hisbaving rebuilt the city walls. It consists of two 
Pteway~'according to the ancieut custom, oue for those Wllo 

VOL. 1. 
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cnter, the other for those who go out: each gateway is orna
mented with Corinthian half pillar~, supporting a light pediment; 
above are two stories, with six small arched windows each. 1l1e 
whole is ofmarblt',and does not seem to have sufleredanydetrimcnt 
ii'om time or violence. rrIle gate, though not without beauty 
in >II- its size, proportious, and materials, yet, by its supernu
merary ornaments proves, that at its erection, the taste for pure 
SiIllpl~."i-chitecture waSiln the decline. The remains of another 
gate, of a similar though purer form, may be seen in the Via Leoni, 
where it stands as a front to an insignificant house; and within 
that house, a few fc:et behind the first gate in the upper story, 
there exist some beautiful remnants of the Doric ornaments of 
the inner front of the gate: remnants much admired by modern 
architects, and said to present one of the best specimens of that 
order to be fotmd in Italy. This double gate is supposed to 
have been the entrance into the :Forum JudicjaJc. and ought to 

'I:t~, ' I... 

be cleared, if possible, f)f the miserablepil~tl~at encumhers it, 
and buries its beauty. From tlu~ first-nlentio1r~d gate, which 
formed tfM; principal4Ptrance into the town, as appf'ars from 
some remains of the wall or rampart, which rap on each side of 
it, and was repaired by Gallienus, we may conclude that Verona 
was anciently of no great extent, as it was confined to the space 
that lies between this wall and the river. This observation, ap
parently improbable, considering that Verona was an ancient 
Roman colony, the native country or the residence of many illus
trious persons mentioned by historians and celebrated by poets, 
is foundel1 on the authority of Silius and Servius; if indeed the 
desoriptitms of the former can, like Homer's, be 'f.lU!3idered 
as geographical authority *. However, it maybe presumed, 

• Athesis Veronre circumflua. Sil. VIII. Atheeis Venetie lluviuust VerQDll~ 
dvitatem ambians. Scrviw; in Virgo VIII. 



THROUGH ITALY. 

that the suburbs of the town extended into the neighbouring 
plain; a conjecture' favoured by the situation of the amphi~ 
th~~tre, which, though standing at some distance from the 
ancient gate, was prohably erected in or near some populous 
quarter. At all events, the modern Verona is of much greater 
magnitude, and spreading into the plain to a considerable 
distance beyond the old wall on the one side, and on the 
other covering the opposite banks of the river, encloses'!the an
cient town as its centre, and OCCUpif~S a spacious area of about 
five miles in circumference. Many parts of it, particularly the 
square cal1ed Piazza della Bra, near the amphitheatre, are aify 
and splendid. Some of its palaces,and !ifeveml of its churches, 
merit particular attention: among- the latter, the beautiful 
ch'apcl of St. Bernardino, in the church of the Franciscan Friars, 
and St. Zeno .... , with its painted cloister and ;vast vase of por
phyry, may perhaps claim tHe precedency. 

Among publi~ edifices, t"¥ Gran-Guardia and the l\Iuseo 
Lapidario are the moat conspicuous: the .p9rtico of thft latter is 
Ionic: its court, ~\lrrounded with a gallery of light Doric, ~on
tains a vast collection of antiquitiest of various kinds, such as 
altars, tombs, sepulch~al vases, inscriptions, &c. formed and ar
ranged principally by the celebrated Maffei, a nobleman whose 

• This church 'Suffered considerably from the brutality of the Frenc~ soldiery, 
torneofWhqm atnuaed tbem~lves, as might hal'c done the Huns of Attila, or the 
dothll of &dagaisus, in· b~ing porphyry pillal'S and VaselO, ransacking tombs, 
and ~ paintings, 

f Th~ 'French visited this collection, 8lld carried oW some of the most valuable 
..... eI. 

F.2 
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learning and taste (two qualities not always united) reflect great 
honour on Italy, and particularly on Verona, the place of his 
birth and his usual residence. 

The garden of the Giusti family is still shewn to travellers, 
thf>ugh it has little to- recommend it to attention except its former 
celebrity, and some wild walks winding along the side of a de
clivitJrremarkable as b~ing the last steep in the immense descent 
from the Alps to the plain. Froll) the highest terrace of this 
garden there is a beautiful and extensive prospect of the town; 
tlte hills and the Alps on one side, and on the other of plains, 
spreading wide, and "losing their fading tints in the southern 
llOrizOll. This is in reality one of the best spots for viewing 
Verona, and as such may be considered worthy of the attention 
of travellers, together with the hills that rise behind th~town, 
particularly that on. which formerlY stood the Castello di San 

'l\iII1'l liI 
Pietro, now in "ruins. 

}"ew .WllS have cQJI\tributed more larg~ to the reputation of 
Ro:q:tan literature, or nave been more fertile i~PlC prot.iuction of 
genius, taste, and knowledge, than Verona. Catullu§ aad Macer, 
supposed to be introduced by Virgil into his Eclogues under the 
l>astoral name of Mopsus; Cornelius Nepos and Pomponius Se
cundus; Vitruvius, and Pliny the Elder, form a constellation of 
luminaries of the first magnitude, and shed a d"istinguishing lustre 
on the ~lace of their birth and early education. A succession 
of writers followed; . and though feeble tapers in comparison 'of 
their predecessors, yet cast a t:ansient g~eam as theYja5sed on; 
and n,ot only preserved the bght of SCIence from oomg utterly 
extinguished during the middle centuries, but contributedio re
vive its glories at a later and more fortunate period. In this· 
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revlval, at the commencement of the fifteenth century, Verona 
had some share: Guarini, a Veron ese, returning from Constanti
nople, restored the study of Greek some time before the arrival of 
Cfirysoloras, and the other learned Constantinopolitan fugitives. 
He was succeeded hy a long line of eminent men, among ,.,.hom 
we may distinguish Domitius Caldcrini, who, with Laurentius 
Valla and Politian, received the honourable appellation of Tritim
vies of Literature; Scaliger and Panvinius ; and in fine Fracasto
rius the poet, the naturalist and astronoII1"tr. In modern ti~s,Ve
rona still preserVes her reputation in taste and science; and the 
names of Bianchini and Scipio Maffei may be considered as 
proQfs of' her present, and pledges of h~r future literary glo~y. 
The history of Verona is various and interesting. Situated as it 
is at the foot of thcAJps, and at the southern opening of the grand 
defil~ forming the most ancient and regular communicatioll 

.~~, 

through Rhetia, between It;t}ly and Germany, it is exposed to the 
first fury of the nqrthern iuvaders, and l]a6 alwfJ58 been the first 
object of their ~tacks.lt resisted with v'hriohs success; sometimes 
it was treated with lenity, lnd sometimes with cmelty. Like 
the other Italian tmfns, it submitted s~ner or later .. the pre
vailing llow,er, !bel bore successively the yoke of the Heruli, the 
Goths, the Greeks, the Lombards, and the Italian and German 
emperors. During this long period of mvasion, anarchy, and 
devastation, V erona s~91s to have enjoyed a better fate, or, to 
speak more correctly, to bave suffered less than most other Italian 
cities. Many of'the smrereigns, who reigned during this interval 
from tTheodoric to Frederic the Second, either al1ur<i? by the 
beau.ty, or struck by the importance of its situation, made Ve
rona t~ Occasional residence; and frequently paid much at ten .. 
tion! to its accommodation, strength, and ornament. , In the 
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twelfth century, Verona, together with many other Italian cities, 
shook off the yoke of i()fcign barbarians; cr(~ctcd itself into all 
independent republic; and, as conquest frequently attends liberty, 
became the capital of a very considerable territory. In this 
state of freedom and· consequence Verona remained till the com .. 
Inencemcllt of the fifteenth century; when, seduced by the inftu
cn~e, allured by the glory, or awed by the greatness of Venice, 
she submitted to the gcnius of her powerful neighbour. )Iow
evcr, this voluntary depebdance was rather a state of tranquillity, 
than of servitude or degradation. ~he Venetians respected the 
laws and customs of the Veron ese, and consulted the beauty 
and prosperity of thi~r city; so that thc change migl~l be 
considered as the union of bordering territories, 110t the sub
jection of a separate state; and the sway of the Venetians was 
~garded rather as the superiority of countrymen, than the 
usurpation of foreigners. At lengtht, during the revolutionary 
war, the Fre~c~}nvaded Italy; and, a~t~r a.}, l~ng and bloody 
contest, I:emauullg. rft'kstfts of the Venehah terrQiory, employed 
it to purchase peace, and made dter the greatest part to the 
emperor. ~.,U pon thisl)ccasion the territofjr of V crona was di. 
vided, andthc city itself torn asunder; the ~Adige" lvas de
clared to be the boundary of the two states, the territory and 
part of,.the town was cdbsigned to the Austrians, while the gre-dter 
part was annexed to the new-creat<..'<i,Italian republic. This 
dismemberment (if the expression may fie allowed) is considered I 
by the Veronese as the greatest disaster their~.wn has ever suf. 
fered.; ~d the French a~ detested as the most cruel,tf the 
ll1/aDy barbarous tribes that have invaded their devoted country. 
They look upon themselves as victhns of a partitiOn-tresly 
between twd"rival powers, agreeing only in one ~int""':'the ·sub.. 

5 
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jugation and oppression of Italy; both these powers they hate 
as transalpines and barbarians; (for the latter term is applied by 
the moqern, as well as the ancient Italians, to all foreign or 
hostile nations), but the }~rench most, as aggressors, who have 
added treachery and insult to in vasion and plunder. The I taiian 
repu blic they regard. as the handmaid and" creature of France, 
with a pompous namc, dcsigned only to dupe the populace, and 
palliate the odium of tyrannical measures and oppressive tax
ation. They consider its dutation as uncertain as the existence, 
and its administration as irregular as the caprice of its founder; 
like the French republic, it is in their eyes a l)hantom, which 

• • • appeared yesterday, and may vanish to-morrow: doubtful there-
fore of its permanency, but convinced that while it exists it will 
be a mere instrument of oppression in the hands of an enemy,~ 
they behold its operations with distrust, and hear its name 
with contempt' and indign~tion. Hence the inac,ivityand so
litude that p('rv~dethe" strt~ts of the ItaliaN, or" rather French, 
that is the greater part of tbe. t.own, and annQuace the ap
prehension and desp1lir of its inhabitn.l1ts, their atta~ment to 
their old, and h*cd to their new gov(~rnment. The Austrians 
they do dbt and cannot love: they are barbarians and invaders; 
and though the emperor be a just and lWen benevolent.. sove
reign, yet his right over them is that of the sword only; and 
,though he may be tyraun#"um 'Illitissimus, yet in the eyes of every 
HaHan' patriot, s~ he is, as wen as Buonaparte, a tyrant and 
an usurper: since however, they are doomed to be slJlves, of 
the tw&·· they prefer th~ former. The Austrian government. is 
\llilfand·~quitable; it proceeds on fixed principles, and moves 
on I» the &traight,and beaten track; it is, and so is \h~".,French 
repUblic; liable t6 the reverses of war; but it is exempt, and so 
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is not the French republic, from internal chaage and unexpected 
revolution. Hence they submit with something like resig
nation, to the imperial sway; atM hence some life and activity, 
some share of confidence, and some appearance of businC!:ls, 
enli'ven the Austrian quarter of Verona. It is indeed highly 
probable, that if ~e present precarious ,state of things lasts 
for any time, the ancient city will be almost deserted, and 
Hll the population of Verona pass to the Austrian territory. Not 
to speak therefore of the money raised, of tli'e pictures, statues, 
and antiquities carried off by the French, Verona has suffered 
more, in a political sense, in the last convu1sive war, than per
haps any city, Ven~e excepted, that lay "within its range of 
devastation. Not eq,ntent with dividing and 'enslaving it for the 
present, the French seem determined to prevent it from ever 
ago-clin becoming a place of importance; and have accordingly 
levelled its fQrtifications, and destroyed the walls of its castle, 
formerly a fortressIJof ,some strength I~Dm its ramparts and 
commanding position. The top . .and sides of the bill arc now· 
covered ,:with its ruins,; and the emperor tdS, I believe, obliged 
by an artitne in the treaty, not to rp,build tJtem at any future 
period. Such was the state of Verona in the year 1802. 

Our last visit, as our first, was to the amphitheatre: we passed 
some hours, as before, in a very de1ilhtful manner, son~eti. 
reclining on the middle seats, and 'kdmiring~e capacidtlsness, 
the magnitude, and the durability of the va~ edifice; at other 
ti)J.les seated on the upper range, contemplating the n. pros
pect expanded before us, the town under our eyes, verdant Fl:~in! 
sprea«w&iln one side, and on the other the·Alps rising in cJggy 
mcgesty: and bearing on their ridges t\e united snows of foul' 
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thousand wintens; while an Hesperian sun shone iri- full bright~ 
ness over our heads, and southern gales breathed aU the warmth 
and all the fragrance of spling around us. Prospects so grand 
and beautiful, must excite vcry pleasing emotions at all times, 
and such vernal breez~s may wen be supposed to "inspire de
light and joy able to d'rive all sadness."'But the pleasure whic~ 
we felt on the occasion, was not a litt'e enhanced by the con
trast between our present and late sitlilation. 'Ve had just: de
scended from ;the mounlains of the Tirol, where our view had 

i . 

long been confined to a deep and narrow defile: our eye now 
ranged at liberty over an immense extent of scenery, rich, mag- .. 
nificcnt, and sublime. 'Ve had just ~scapcd fi'om the rig_ 
of winter: and were now ba,sking in the ~eams of a summer sun. 
We still stood on the very verge of frost, and beheld whole.re
gions of' snow Tising full before us; but vernal warmth, vegeta
tion, and verdure, enveloped us on all sides. \ In such circum
stances, when fo,l' tq,~, first time the traveier beholds the beauties 
of an Italian prospect exp~nded before him, aud feels the genial 
influence of an Itj,lian :sun around him, he may be, allowed to 
indulge a mom,entary enthusiasm, and hail Italy in the language 
of Virgi1.-

Sed Deque ,Medorum 6ylvre, di~sjma terlli, 
Nec pulcher Ganges, atque auro turbidus Hermus 
LaudibuB Italire cew'tent; non Bactra neque Judi, 
Totaque thurifel'is Pa~chaia pinguis arenis .•••...•• 
Hic gra" fruges et Bacchi Massicus humor 
Implevere; tenent olere armentaque Ireta. • • • • • • 
Hie vel' 88siduum, atque alienis mensibus restas •••• 
• ~dde tot egregias urbes oper\1mque Iaborem 
Tot eongesta manu prreruptis oppida saxis 
'Fluminaque an~quos subterlabentia muros. . .•.•• ~ 
Salve uIapa p.Mena frugum,Satumia tellU8 
Magna 'Virum! Georg: 11. 

VOL. I. 
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In the whole, we visited few places with more satisfaction, and 
left lew with more regret, than Verona; whether as the first 
Italian city on our road, it happ~d{ by its appearance aud 
monuments very novel to a transalpine traveller, particularly 
to en~ge our attention, or whether it "TcaHy possesses many 
Ipeans of exciting interest, I kuO\v not; but as we departed., 
we felt' ourselves inclin:d to address it in the words of one of 
its poets. 

" Verona, qui te viderit, 
" Et lion amarit protinul!, 

" Amore peniitissimo, 
" h, do, se ipsum non amat, 
" Car~tqu6 amandi seruibus, 

" Jtt odit omnes gratias."* 
COTT .... 

If a traveller has any time to spare, (and he who wjshes to 
travel with benefit to himself, ought always to ,have some days 
at hia disposal) he ma.y spend it with advantage at Verona, 
as his head-quarters, and. take an opportunitJ~ of visiting Monte 
BoIca, about ~ighteen, and Valle Ronca, about fifteen miles 
distant; where the lovers of the picturesque will I'fi~d some 
beautiful scenery, and the m~ralogiSt some remaIkable s.,pe
cimens of various stones, earths, petrifactions, inerusta.tions, ba
saltic pillars, &c. Among similar curiosities, we may rank 
the Ponte Veia, a natural arch of co~iderable sJVeep and lMd .. 
ness. 

The . ~e is the Compendio della Verona, hl foUr very thin, or t~ 
ordinary small octavo volumes, with prints. It is ail' :'abrids'.weDt of a larger 
:WOl'k, entitled" Verona Illustrata," by the celebrated MIltfe.i.. 
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'The wmes of Verona were formerly famous, as appears from 
Virgil's apostrophe. 

" 'fit quo te carmine dicam 
" RhmtiCj} nee cellis ideo contende J<'alernis." 

But their reputation at present is verY,low, as, indeed l is that 
of almost all the wines produced on the northern side of th~ 
Apennines. 
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CHAP. III. 

~rrCENTi1.-BUILDING8-0LYMPIC ACADF~MY AND THEA'I'R.~-STYLE 

.~ OF pLJ.ADIO-CHURCH OF MONTE BEXICO-CIMBRI-SETTE. 
,. JIi.;'. ' 

COMMUNI-PADUA-Il'S ANTIQUITY, HISTOl\.Y, LITJ<:RATURE, AND 

UNIVERSITY. 

THE distance from Vcr.ona to Vicentia is three posts and a 
ha1f; the road r,Wls over a plain, highly cultivated, and beau
tifujy shaded wlth vines and mulberries. When I ,say a plain, 
I do not mean that the face of the country is a deadtinsipid fiat, 
but only thaLff is not hilly. However, nea~~onte.!fllo, bold 
hills rise on either side, and present in their windingS, or orrtheir 
summits, villages, towns, and.stIes. 

Vincentia (Vicetia) Vicenza is a town as ancient as Ve~a, 
large and populous; its circumferenc\t is of three miles, anl·the 
number of its inhabitants is said to amount to 30,000. I t has 
Pas.l! through the same revolutions as its neighbour Verona, 
bu '. ems to have suffered more from their conse~ences. :.J\t 
fact, . it 'E ,It:urnt by the Emperor ~rederjc ~e Second, while 
at war WIth the Pope, on account of Its attt!JthmentJ;o the latter, 
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and cannot consequently be supposed to exhibit any remnants 
of its Roman glory. 

But the want of ancient mohuments is supplied in a great 
degree by numberless master-pieces of modern genius. Palladio 
was a native of this city, and seems to have employed with com
l>lacency all the power of his art in the chlbellishment ~- his 
country. lIenee the taHtc and magniflccllCC that reign in 11)~St 
of the public buildings, and in many of the private houses. 
Among the former wCJIlaY distinguish the Town Ilousc~callcd .. ~ 

very g,ignificantly Pallazzo della ragione, that is, the p.ilacc of 
l~J)lic Reason, or opinion, where justice is aUlIlinistercd, :jnd 
tl~business of the city transacted-the Palazzo del Capitallio, 

. or residence of the Pod('sta, or principal magistrate, so called 
trom potestas~* a title sometimes given by the Romans to persons 
charged with the highest fUIlctionsill. provincial towns-the 
gate of the Campus l\iwrtius, a. triumphal arch, solid and 
well proportioned-and, above all, the celebrated 01ymp~ 

;'Theatre, erected at the expense of a well-known academy 
bearin~ tha~?mpo~title. This edifice is raised u~ the plan 
of ancHtnt 11leatres, and bears a great resemblance to those of 
Hercl!!~alleum and Pompeii. The.rmancnt and. immoveabJe 
'icenery, the rang~of scats rising above each other, the situation 
gf th~ .orehestra in the podium, and the colonnade that crowns 
the u~er range, are all fajthful representations of antiquity. 
I:he scene consistS of a magnificent gate, supported by a double 
row at pillars, with niches and statues: it has one large and two 

« q 

• An'Fidenarua11abiol"umaue esse Dotestas.-.Juv. x. 100 
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smaller entrances opening into as many principaJ streets, de~().o 
rated with temples, palaces and public edifices of various 
descriptions 1()rmed of solid materials,'4ud disposed according to 
the rules of perspective, so as to assume' sonH.~what more than the 
mere theatrical appeurance of reality: The sides are a continua ... 
tion of the same plan, and have also each one entrance, giving 
intG' its respective street; thus there are fIve entrances, through 
,yw.ch the actors pass and repass to and from the stage. The 
orchestra occupies the centre. or that part whidfWe call the pit, 
thenct;:. rise tbe seats, fonlling the side of an ellipsis, and abo~~ 
them the gallery, composed ef a range ,of Corinthian pillars, wid\, 
thell" full entablature surmounted by a balustrade and ador:p~d 

witl~ statues of marble. An air of sim plicity, lightness and beauty 
reigns over the whole edifice, and delights the ordinary observer, 
while in the opinion of connoisseurs it entitles {the Te~tro 
Olimpico to the appdlation of the master-piece of Palladio. But 
honorable as it is to the taste and talents of its architect, it reflects 
equal, perhap~ greater, lustre on the Society, at whose expense, 
~nd for whose purposes it was erected. The Olympic Academy:~' 
was institl.,d at V iccnza 80 early as the' ,ear 1515, by a set of 
gentlemen, for the encouragement and propagation ef polite 
literature. Public exhibitw.vs were among the means eri"loyed 
by the Society to attain that object; and sev~ral attempts were 
made to accommodate various buildings, to their pur~; hut. 
findillt none pt:rfcctly Juitable to their design, they ai~'len~~ 
came to the public spi'rited resolution of erecting a theat~ 
and that its i()rm might correspond with its destination, no les~ 
.n with the classic spir~t of the actors that '\vere to tre~ itlr11 

" p 

8tage,J~1t'y~comlllissioned paradio to raise,it on the ancient-modeL: 
The .iption OVt:l· the stage points out.lts object-
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V irtuti ae Genio, Olympicorllm Academia 
Theatrum hoc a Fundament,s erexit 
Anno 1584. Padladio Architcrto. 

<-~ 
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1'he spirit of ancient genius seemed to revive, and the spectator 
might have imagined himself at Athen5, when the mf'mberj of 
,the Society acte.d the tragedies of Sophocles and EuriI,ides, 
~;iih all possible attention to the dresses and ~anners of the ago 
and country, surrounded with the scenery and amidst .. 
statues of the gbds and heroes, of antiquity. Such an institutioD 
w~s highly honorable tg Italy in general, and to Vicenza il\ 
paiticulat, at a period when the Transalpine nations were jUit 
ell:l~rging from ignorance, and opening their eyes to the risiag 

r,brightness of taste and science. 'rhe Olympic Academy still 
,x~;' and;ts. composed now, as it was formerly, of the most 
fcSp~ctable "itizens, and of many learned t()ceigners; though 
I am sorry to add, that the Theatre has long lamented the 
absence of the tragic muse, having been devoted for many years, 
soleJy to the assemblies of the Academy, or perhaps resounded, 
~With the occasional merrhnent of a. ball or a masquerade. More
o;er, since th,el'French iGvasion, the theatre seems to bate suffered 
from the- neglig'.ence or the poverty of the proprietors, owin, 
pali:ly 1!t"the heavy contributions lai&~n the town, and partly Ut 

that listleshness and depression of spirits which generally aceom~ 
~any nv,!onal disasters. But when this storm shan have b\pwQ. 
~, thti~natioIlBl genius will probably revive awl return with 
~ubled ardor to its favourite pursuits. 

T_ are sata ~ be about twenty palaces, which wereerectecl 
b~ ,r~io, some of whi~h are. of nmltual magnificence, arylcon .. 
~ntiUte m the wllale to ~e V lcenza an appearance of sp1iUdor 
and·hAauty ROt eommon even in Italy. In materials and magni-
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tude they are inferior perhaps to the palaces of Genoa, but in style 
of architecture and external beauty far superior. l>al1adio in tfct 
had a particular talent in applying t~yrders and ornaments of 
architecture to the decorations of private edifices. Unlike the 
ancients, who secm to have contented themselves with employing 
its grandeur in tcmples, porticos, and public buildings, he intro~ 
duced it into common lif(~, and communicated its elegant f(}:ri~ 
t.. private edifices and ordinary dwcllings. I do not meali10 
assert that the hou~es and viUas of the ancients were entirely 
devoid of architectural ornaments. Horace speaks of' t,le 
columns that decorated the palaces of the rich Romans on. 
time. 

Nempe, inter varias nutritur Sylva Columnas. 

Non trabes Hymettiro 
Premunt columnas ultima recisas 
Afric<l. 
'1'u secanda marmOl'a, &c. 

Epict. U!J. 1. J.l,I. 

lIor. II. 18. 

Pillars had been introduced long before, as Crassus, the·orat9.1', 
was humorously styled Venus Palatina, 'on account of six pillfts 
o(Hymett1an marble, which ornamented his house ',bn the Palati1ie 
Ifount. We learn also, from the same auth~r,. that :MaIpurra, 
a Roman knight, who had 'acquired great riches in the ~ce of 
Julius Cresar, entirely incrusted his house on Mount c.~us with 
mati1e, and ad~rned i.t .with columns ,of the richest, ~pecie_~£~ 
the same matenals. CIcero speaks of a Greek architect w. 
he employed, and complains of his ignorance or inattentiOJli~ 
;~,aising his pillars as he had placed them, neither perpendicul~ 
nor opposite to each· other. Aliquando, say~ ~~cero, Rtt:pefiat: 
eulollined discet uti.t 

':1 

• Pliu. XXXVI. cap. 3. t Ad QUiRt: Fratrem. Ill. v. 
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This surcfy is a strange compliment to a Greek artist. The 
\">illars here alluded to seem to have supported the portico of his 
villa at Arpinum. SuHoniw, also, to give his reader all idea of 
the moderation of Augustus, observes, that the pillars of his house 
on tbcPalatine :Mount were of Alban stone, not marble. Hut J 
am inclined to believe that such ornaments were confined to the 
most celebrated palacps, Of perhaps employed only in the interior 
courts ami !>ulTounding porticos: ifthey had been common oll.iihe 
·exterior we should have discovered some traces of them in the 
rtlins of difierent villas, or at least in the fronts of the houses of 
J'ompcii ; and yet, though I cannot assert that there are none, 
I db not recollect to have observed in the streets of t.he latt~r city 
the slightest vestige of architeetural ornaments on priyate edifices . .,0 ·t~lesp ~!,~~nJal decorations of ~rchitectu:e, the. cities of Italy, 
lilt! H)(le~'rrhost modern towns of any conslderatwn, owe a grl'at 
part of their beauty; and may glory, not perhaps without reason, 
in surpassing the tOWJlS of antiquity in general appearance. I feel 
some regret in being obliged to acknow1cuge, that the metropolis 
c)f the British empire, though the fIrst city ill Europe, and I sup
pose jn the world, for neatness, convenience and cleanliness, is yet 
in~~rio~; in ?.rshitcctural embellishment to most capitals. 4i'his 
d&\h,. wi:hout ~OU~)t, i~ o~vin~ in a great d~gre.e,. to the nature of 
the materIals of wIuch It IS formed, as brIck IS III calculated to 
l'ecei~e tb~ graceful forms of an Ionic volute, or a Corinthian 
~anthlls, while the dampness of the climate seems to p~(·clude 
the possibility of applying stucco to the external parts with 
permanent advantage. But some blame may justly be attribut~d 
to .. '.~J,;chitec~~1 "vho either know not, or neglect the rules of 
prop~i9Il and the lll(~dels of nnt!<luity; and in edifice" where 
"expense has been spared, often display splendid ilL':!tances of 
tasteless contrivance a.nd grotesque ingenuity. But,it is to be 

VOL. I. u 
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hop~d, that the industry and taste of the British nation will, ere 
long, triumph over this double obstacle, inspire artists with 
genius, teach even brick to emulate marble, and give to the seat 
of government and capital of so mighty an empire a becoming 
shaTe of beauty and magnificence. Augustus found Rome of 
brick, and in bis last moments boasted that he left it of marble. 
May Dot London hope at length to see its Augustus? 

As Palladio wa~ a native of Viccnza, it may be propel: 
10 say something of that celebrated architect, while we are em
ployed in admiring the many superb structures, with which 
he ornamented his country. Of all modem architects, l>alht'ilio 
seems to have had the best taste, the most correct ideas, and the 
greatest influence over his contemporaries and poste,i~y. So~(! 

'.\1' ,""<'l 
may have had more boldness and genius, others more' favouraole 
opportunities of displaying their talents; and such, in both re
spects, was the felicity of the two grand architects of St. Peter's, 
Bramante and :Michael Angelo: but Palladio has the exclusive 
glory of having first collected, from the writings and monuments 
of the ancients, a canon of symmetry and proportion, and ·re
duc'd architecture, under all its forms, to a regwar al\d com
plete system. I am aware that man'y parts of that<systelll .. have , 
been severely criticized ; that his pedestals, for instance, Jue by 
many.considered as heavy, his half pillars as Ii tile, and his 
decorations as luxuriant~ yet it must be remembered, that thes6' 
real or merely nominal defects are authorized by the prac
tice of the ancients; and that it is not fair to blame, in a modem 
edifice, that which is admired in the T~ple of F9rtuna ~irilis~ 
or in jfe Triumphal Arch ~f Trajan. But supposin~ttlis cri
ticism . well founded, every candid spectator will admit, t hat tbet~ 
are in all the edifices, erected under the direction, oron the ilJUDi-
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diatc plans ?f PalJadio, a simplicity and beauty, a symmetry and 
majesty, that abundantly compensate petty defects, and fulfil 
all the ends of architecture, by producing greatness of manner 
ilnd unity of design. I know not whether my opinion, in this 
respect, may agree with that of professed artists; but of all the 
gm.nd fabricsr;which I have had an opportunity of contem .. 

"plating after St. Peter's and the Pantheon, the two master-pieces, 
one of ancient, the other of modern architecture, I own I was 
~most delighted with the abbey church of St. George at Venice, 
and that of St. Justina at Padua. Addison represents the latter 
as the most luminous and disencumbered building that he had 
ever seen; though, for my part, I should be inclined to give the 
preference to the former, which h8 passes over in silence: but be 
~e supel\Ofity where it may, both these superb edifices display 
the cha~teristic feat.ures of Palladian architecture to the 
highesfaclvantage, and in a manner not often witnessed, even in 
Italy, blend simplicity with ornament, extent with proportiou, 
and combination with unity. St. Justina was, if I be not mis
taken, erected on the plan of Palladio, though after his death; 
some defects fonsequently occur in the execution, which ought 
not td'be .attributed to th1t illustrious architect, particul!-ly as 
these defeCls are lost in the admirable symmetry and proportion 
of the whole; perfections owing exclusively to the genius that 
conceived and arranged the original model. On the wh..ole, Pa] .. 
ladio may be considered as the VitruviUs of modem architecturei, 
and it has been very properly recommended to persons who Wiih 
to make a pro~ciency in that art, to pass some time at Vicenza, 
Patina, an.Venice, in order to study the many monuments o't 
.Palladian skill that abound in the~ cities. 

The splendor of Vicenza is not confined to its walls, but ex
H!i1 
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tend/" to the country for some distance round, w~crc private. 
or public munificence has erectc(t several villas and magni
ficent edifices. Among the former, we may rank the villa of 
the ~1archesi, called the Hotunda, an exquisite filbric of Pal~ 
ladio, and amollg the latter the triulllphal arch, the staircase', 
and portico that lead to the church onM ontf)'" Bcrico. The 
arch is said by some to be the work of l>alladio, in imitation 
of that of Trajan at Ancona; and is like it., light and airy. 
The ~lt1.il'case is remarkaLle for its vast height, consisting ofi:, 
near two hundred steps, wit.h thirty-five resting places, all of 
stone, reaching trom the town to the summit of t11e hill. 'rhe 
portico is a noble gallery, leading in the salIle manner from the 
town to the church, and intended to shade and shelter the per
sons who visit the sanctuary, in which it terminates; <.J,nd as its., - .~ 

length is more than a mile, its materials stone, and i\~t'!ilf~:mn not 
inelegant, it strikes the spectator us a vcry magnificent fnstancc 
of public taste. Tie church is seen to most advantage at a 
distance; as, on a nearer approach, it appears overloaded with 
ornaments. It is of fine stone. of.· the Corinthjan order, in the 
form of a Greek cross, with a dome in the centre: but wants I'll 
all it¥decorations, both internal and. external, the Hro})8rtions 
and simplicity of Palladio. The "i~w fi'om the windows of the 
convent annexed to the church, is extensive and beautifuL~, 

It Illay be here the proper place to mention a political 
phenomenon, of a very extraordinary nature, which, few tra
veners have, I believe, notic~' 'The Cimbri and Teutones, 
~o tribes from the northern Chersollesus, invade,J Italy~ps 

it is well. known, in the year of Rome 640, and were '3Jefeat 
ed, and' almost extirpated by Marius, in the ncigbbourhooa 
of Verona. The few who escaped from the vengeance of the' 
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conquerors took refuge in the neighbouring mountains, and 
as they rernai~ed unmolested, formed a little colony, which either 
from its poverty, its insignificance, or its retired position, has 
escaped the notice, or perhaps excited the contempt of the 
various parties, that have disputed the p()ssession of Italy for 
nearly two thoUfand years. 'I'hcy form altogether seven parishes, 
and are theref<-)l'e called the Sette commllne; they retain the tra-

" I .. 

dition of their origin, and though surrounded by Italians still pre
~~rn~ their Teutonic language. The late King of Denmark visited 
this singular colony, discoursed with them in Danish, and found 
their idiom pC'HectJy inteJligib1e. Though we fclt no inclination 
to visit titem, (for a classic traveller cannot be supposed to be 
,'Cry partial to barbarian establishments in Italy, however 
~ncient the,; date,) yet, we were struck ·with the circumstance, 
a.lld holie}d'their distant villages nestcd in the A1ps, as they were 

• ~'I~Jt,' 'r. . • , 
pOinted but to us from "\ lceuzu, WJth some lllterest. 'I he reader 
will hear with more satisfaetion that a Homan;folony still remains 
on the borders of Transylvania, and that it retains the Latin 
language ncarly unmixed, nnd glories in its illustriolls origin. 
HeJl't-e, when any of its members enlists in the imperial service, 
and a~rd~ng to custom is asked his count.ry and odgin; his 
answer is.;illw.ays, " Romamls sum.",)If 

• In mezzo alIa colta Europa, says Lanzi, vivon tuttora popolazioni di lin. 
guaggi non estesi; nelle montagne. di Vicenza vive il Celtico di Barbari chi vi si 
nnniqarnno ai tempi di Mario; nella V~~ia i1 Latino di presidi chcvi mise Tra
jano; in qu'alchc .. parte di l~lvezia i1 R~nH di Franzesi antichi. Saggio di. 
ling~Etn~$ca ,lIpiiogo, &c. Vol. i. parte seconda. 

",(There.rc scveral works for the information of travellers with regard to the 
",urio-sities of "this town amODO- others I recommend " Dcscri::ione della Archit-, t:I 

letture," 2 vols. with prints.) 
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The hills,~l1ed the Colles Berici, in the neighbourhood of 
j> 

Vicenza, present some natural grottos, of great extent, and of 
lurprizing variety. Monsieur de la Lande speaks of a little 
temple, of the form of the Pantheon, whieh he represents as a 
master~piece of the kind; if it be such, I regrQt that w~ had not 
an opportunity of visiting it, though not abqfe twenty miles 
from Vicenza. Bassano, seven leagues to the north, merits a 
visit without doubt, if the traveller has time at his disposal. 

From Vicenza to Padua is eighteen miles. About three miles 
from the former is a bridge over a stream, a 6ranch of the 
Meduacus, now Bacchiglione, erected by Palladio, which will 
not fail to attract the attention of the curious traveller. 

Late in the evening we entered Urbem Pata1.'i Sedes'lue Tell
crorum, and reflected with some exultation that we ~t60d, as it 
were, on the confiles of Greek and Latin literature, in a city 
that derives its origin from a catastrophe celebrated in itself or its 
consequences', by the two greatest poets of antiquity. Few,{;ities 
can boast of an origin so ancient and so honorable, an<t not 
man'y can pretend to have enjoyed for so long a period eO much 
glory and prosperity as Padua. We learn from Taciips that it 
was accustomed to celebrate the antiquity of its origin ~d the 
name of its founder in annual games, said to have been insti~ 

tuted by that hero. Livy informs us, that aN aumachia, exhibited 
annually-on one of the rivers that water the town, perpetuated the 
memory of a signal victorY"obtained by the Paduans'long 
before * their union with Rome, over a Lacedetllonian ,,1leet, 

• See Tacit: Annal. lib. xvi. c. 21. Liv. bpok :1:. e. I. 
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commanded by Cleonymus. They are also saUi. to have not 
unfrequentIJ assisted the Romans, and contributed 'in no small 
degree to their victories, particularly over the Gauls, the common 
enemy of both states, while an immense population furnished 
them with the means of giving effect to their measures, by 
sending"powerful armies into the field. Padua afterwards sub
mitted to the~~genius of Rome, but submitted with dignity, 
and was accordingly treated not as a conquered but an allied 
republic. She was admitted at an early period to all the privi-
<leges and honoJ;'s of the great capital, and sbaTed, it seems, not 
only the fhlftchises but even the riches of Rome, as she could 
count at one period five hundred Roman knights among ber 
citizens, and drew by her manufactures, from the emporium of 
the world, no small shye of the tribute of the provinces. A ftc: 
ba"ing",shatcd the glory of Rome, Padua partook of her disasters; 
was, like~'her, assaulted and plundered by Alaric and Attila; 
like her, half unpeopled by the flight of her dismayed inhabi. 
tants, and obliged to bend under the yokc"" of a succession of 
barbarian invaders. After the expulsion of the ,.Goths, Rome 
rfiCbvered her independence; 110t so Padua, which was su~ject 
suc(,'Csw.ve1y to the Lombards, the Franks, and the Germans. 
Durin'g !pis long period of disastrous vicissitude, Padua some
time~ enjoyed the favor and sometimes felt the ful)' of its way
ward:" tyrants. At length it shook off the yoke, and with its 
sister states, Veroua, Vicenza, Ferrara and Mantua, el.perienced 
the advantages and disadvantages of republicanism, occasionally 
bI_ed with the full enjoyment-oKrecdom, and occasionally, with 
all its fOflll\, smarting under the rod ofa powerful usurper.- At" 

in the fourteenth century Padua owned the sway of the Carrara family; 
Pandolfe di C~ ~ .. ~ friend of .Petrarcha. This &mily and their riv:als in 
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length, ill the iftecnth century, Padua united itself to th~ Venetian 
territory, and under the influence of its own laws ac\nowlcdg~cl 
the supreme authority of that republic. The consideration that 
Venice was founded by citizens of Padua, who flying from the 
ravaging armies of Alaric and Attila took refuge in th~, solitary 
isles of the Adriatic, might perhaps have lighteped tift yoke of 
submission, or facilitated the arra:ngements of union. 

As fire and swo:r;d, aided by earthquakes and pestilence, have 
been empluyed more than oncc during so many a.ges of"'convul
sion, in the oestructioll of this city, we are not to expect many 
monuments of the Roman colony, within its walls, or to wonder 
so much at its decline as at its existence. However it i!) still a 
great, and in many respects a beautiful ejjy, as it;s circumference 
\s near seven miles, its popUlation about forty thousand persons, 
and, notwithstanding the general narrowness of its streets, many 
of its buildings, both public and private, are truly magnificent. 

The abbey."of St. Giustina deserves particular attention. Its 
church, planned by Palladio, and built by Andrea RicciJ': its 
library, hall or refectory, and cloister are all in the hjghe~t style 
of architecturc.>Vf. The piazza before it, caned Prato d~lla' Valle, 

I,~, 

power and place, the Scaligeri were among the many patrons and supporters of 
literature that graced Italy in that and the succeeding centllry. 

• Dimensions of the Church of St. Giustina. 
The 1enrth - - "". - - • 500 feet. 
Breadth •• - .. • • 140 
The transept • • • • • • • 350 
Height • • • • • • • - • 120 
The central dome (there are several) 265 

'I'he pavement is1ai4·out in compartments of white and red marble, its various 
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is perhapi, one of the largest and noblest in ~urope. The 
cathedral, though not remarkable for its architecture, still deserves 
to be ranked among buildings of eminence, and contains several 
objects worthy of notice. The church, denominated II Santo, a 
title g. by way of eminence to St. Antony of Padua, though 
the most freqtented, is not b,x any means the most beautiful; it 
is of Gothic architecture, great magnitude, and was, before 
the late }'rench invasion, enriched with ~ valuable treasury. 
fI'hat ~reasury, consisting of church plate, 'gold and silver can. 
dlesticks to a vast amount, was seized and carried off by the 
French; but the most remarkable object still remains-the 
tomb of the Saint, adorned with fine marbles and most ex
quisite sculpture. In Addison's days, ointments, it seems, 
distil1ed fi'orwthe boer" celestial perfumes breathed around ~ 
shrine, and a thousand devout catholics were seen pressing their 
Ii ps against the cold marble, while votive tablets, hung ove~and 
disfigured the altar. Whcn we visited the Santo, the source of 
ointment had long been drit.'d, the perfumes were evaporated, 
t~rond.s of votaries had disappeared, and nothmg remained to 
c~~fify the veracity of our illustrious traveller but a few petty 
pictures, hung on one side of the monument. But the ex.cel
lency of the sculpture makes amends for the wretchedness of the 
painting, and small must the taste of that man be, who derives no 
satisfaction from the examination of the marble pannels that line 
the chapel. Each pannel represents some miraculous event of 

.... "" 
aitaTs witht~ir deeol"atiODS of beautiful marble. The whole is kept in a style of 
neatne;s~and repair that gives it the appearance of a church just finished. The 
outsicie WIUI never completed. 

VOL. 1. 
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length, in the ifteenth century, Padua united itself to th~ Venetian 
territory, aild under the influence of its own laws ac\nowledgcd 
the supreme authority of that republic. The consideration that 
Venice was founded by citizens of Padua, who flying from the 
ravaging armies of Alaric and Attila took refuge in t~Sl solitary 
isles of the Adriatic, might perhaps have lightepetl th't yoke of 
submission, or facilitated the arr~'tlgements of union. 

As fire and sword, aided by earthquakes and pestilence, have 
been employed mort than once during so many ages ofi'convlll
sion, in the destruction of this city, we arc not to expcd many 
monuments of the Roman colony, within its walls, or to wonder 
so much at its decline as at its existence. However it is still a 
great, and in many respects a beautiful c~y, as i~ circumftTCllCC 
'is near seven miles, its population about forty thousand persons, 
and, notwithstanding the general narrowness of its streets, many 
of its buildings, both public and private, are truly magnificent. 

The abbey",of ~t. Uiustina deserves particular attention. Its 
church, planned by Palladio, and built by Andrea Ricci6;\ its 
library, hall or refectory, and cloister are all in the highc§t style 
of architecture.'*' The piazza before it, called Prato d<;l1a'VaUc, 

power and place, the Scaligeri were among the many patrons and supporters of 
literature that graced Italy in that and the succeeding century. 

• Dimensions of the Church of St. Giustina. 
The lencth ~. • • • '. 500 feet. 
Breadth • • • 140 
The transept • • • • • 350 
Height • • • • - • • - • 120 
The centrnl dome (there are several~ 265 

The pavement is lai4, out in compartments of white and red marble, itt various 
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is perhapa one of the largest and noblest in "'Europe. The 
cathedral, though not remarkable for its architecture, still deserves 
to be ranked among buildings of eminence, and contains several 
objects worthy of notice. The church, denominated n Santo, a 
title giW,n by way of eminence to St. Antony of Padua, though 
the most freq6ented, is not by, any means the most beautiful; it 
is of Gothic architecture, great magnitude, and was, before 
the late French invagion, enriched with ~ valuable treasury. 
'That ~reasury, consisting of church plate~ gold and silver can· 
dlesticks to a vast amount, was seized and carried off by the 
French; but the most remarkable object still remains-the 
tomb of the Saint, adorned with fine marbles and most ex
quisite sculpture. In Addison's days, ointments, it seems, 
distilled from';thc body, celestial perfumes breathed around t~ 
shrine~ u,nd a thousand devout catholics were seen pressing their 
lips against the cold marble, while votive tablets, hung over and 

!CIt 
disfigured the altar. 'Vhcn we visited the Santo, the source of 
ointment had long been dried, the perfumes were evaporated, 
tl~roud,s of votaries had disa ppcaf(~d, and nothing remained to 
celtify the veracity of our illustrious traveller but a few petty 
pictures, hung on one side of the monument. But the excel
lency of the sculpture makes amends for the wretchedness of the 
painting, and small must the taste of that man be, who derives no 
satisfaction from the examination of the marble pannels that line 
the chapel. Each pannel represents some miraculous event of 

altars with tlletr decorations of beautiful marble. The whole is kept in a IItyle of 
neatn~ cand repair that gives it. the appeannce (If a church just finished. The 
outside was never complete,d. 

VOL. 1. 
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the Saint's ~lHe; and bowever strange 01' chimerica.l the subject 
may be, y-et the skill of the artist finds means of making i t iJ:}terest~ 
ing. 'I'he rich mllterials and ornaments of the altar and shline, 
the bronee cand01abra and lamps, will not escape the attentive 
oblerver. On the whole, uJough the style of aTchitectureis bad, 
yet this ,cburcb~ from its siee and Jlllmiture, desctves con sidora
tiOtl. 

II Salone, or th~ town-hall, remarkable for its vastmagni
tude,· contains a m(mument in honor of Livy, with an ancient 
hmt. This a.uthoT, as is vcn known, was 11 native of Padua, and 
-il supposed to ,have 'retained in his style some ·of the provincial 
pecutiariti61 !af his country,t peroeptible indeed onty to the 

.-efined critics of the Augustan ora. The I t\Jian towns in general, 
aN! Illot apt to forget such of their natives as have distingUished 
thetgselves'in ancient or modern story, and Padua, amongst 
8thers, is :not wanting in the honors whichshepayg to the 
~ory of tler 'illu.stnous citizen. The inscription under the 
<huwt lOf tile historian' is nat remarkable 'for its beauty. 'rhe,.!ast 
1itttt ej(pt'e&sefl &It ~east the generosity of the Paduans, who, if their 
,~ were adequate to their classic zeal, would have converted 
the m~ble -statue into one of gold. 

Hoc totus stares aureus ipse loco! 

Theor ,shew .:a :bouse which th~ pretend to .bav.e ,bd.ongedte> him, 

At; 

,,!! It is three hundred and twelve feet in length, one hundred and 'eight in 
'brefukb., andOlle hundrW u4 'eightin~.aad ·eG~'thelar,.tw iin 
!Europe. 

+ Pollio, says Quintilian, reprehendit in Livio pativinitatem. L. i. 
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and, whether it was built upon the spot which traditionary report 
represel~ted as the site of the historian's dweUing, or whether it 
was erected on the ruin of some ancient edifice that bore a name 
resembling his j or whether, in short, some inscription, favorable 
to such an opinion, may have been found in or near it, I could 
not discover~1but every object connected in the JllO$t distant 
mann~r with so eminent an aUthor, inspires interest and claims 
some attention. I need not observe, that the pretended tomb of 
Antenor, though it recals to mind the anti(i~ity of the city" and 
at the same time some very beautiful verse~,* is a monument of 
some prince of the middle ages, discovered in 1274. 

Padua was famous in ancient times for,.its woollen manufac
tures, ce1ebrat~d in prese by Strabo and in verse by l\Iartial. It 
still retains much of its reputation in this respect, and its wool, 
and woollen articles, are considered as the best in Italy; But the 

• principal glory of Padua arises from its literary pursuits, and an 
ancient and well directed propensity to liberal science. The 
prince of Roman history-perhaps, if we consider the e~tent of his 

,<I 

plan, and the masterly manner in which be has e~"'Cuted it, we 
JURY add, the first of historial1s~was n~t only born, but, as 

• Antenor potuit mediis elapsus Achivis, 
Illyricos penetrare sinus atque intima tutU!) 
,!tepa Liburaorum et fuBwm Iluperare Timavi; 
Uade per ora navern magno cum rnUfllUlre montis 
It mare proruptum et pelago'remit arva son anti. 
Hic tamen We utbem Patavi, sedesque locavit 
7"eoa".OI'IlIa .et,gatinemea tleclit, tu'IDa«J. De hit 
T .... u une ~ COJllpllltltWl pace- 4J.uiescit. 

&.~a i. 

I 2 
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we may fairly conjecture from the local peculiarities of language, 
which adhered to him during life, was educated at, Padua. 
Silius ltalicus, among the various chieftains whom he introduces, 
represents Pedianus, the leader of the Eugancans and Paduans, 
(the Apono gaudc71s populus) as equally excelling in the arts of 
war and pea.ce, aJ,ld dear alike to Mars and to the l\1.uses. As the 
l'erses are composed in the best fit,lc of Silius and likely to please 
the reader, I insert tilcm. 

·~i. 

Polydamenteus juvenis Pedianus in armis 
Bella agitabat atrox, Trojanaque semina ct ortus, 
Atquc Antenorea sese de stirpe fcrebat. 
Haud levior ~neris fama, saeroque Timat"o 
Gloria. et Euganeis dilectum nomen in oris. 
lIuie pater Eridanus, VenetlBque ex ordine gentes. 
Atque Apono gaudens populus, seu bena cieret, 
Seu Musas placidus, doctalque silentia vital 
Mallet et Aonio plectro musreque labores 
Non ullum dixere parem; nee notior alter 
Gradivo juvenis, nec Phcebo notior alter. xii. 215. 

The love of knowledge, the partiality to learned ease here· 
alluded to, was probably attributed to the Chief, because in s~~e 
degree characteristic of the people-so much at least we should 
infer from a similar passage in Homer or Virgil. During the 
various revolutions that followed the fall and dismemberment of 
the Roman empire, Padua, in the intervals of repose that 
followed eaeh successive shock, endeavoured to repair the shat .. 
tered temple of the Muses, agd revive the sacred fire of know .. 

. . '<. ,"~ 

ledge. Some success always .attended these laudable exertions, r .... 
and a beam of sci~nce ()ccasioDa.lly broke., through the gloom' of 
war and barbarism. At length, the university was founded about 
~ end of the eleventh centUl"Y, and its foundation was to Padt.aa 
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the commencement of an era of glory and prosperity. Its fame 
soon spread over Europe, and attPacted to its schools prodigious 
numbers"of students from all, even the most remote countries; 
while the reputation of its professors was so great, and their 
place so hono,rabJe, that even nobles, at a time when nobles were 
consid~red as beings of a more elevated nature, were ambitious 
to be enrolled in their number. F,ighteen thousand ~tudents are 
said to have crowded the schools during ages; and amidst the 
multitude were seen, not Italians and DaliDatians, Greek and 
Latin Christians only, but even Turks, Persi~'ns and Arabians, are 
aaid to have traveJ]ed from their distant countries to improve 
their knowledge of medicine and botany, by the lectures of the 
learned Paduans. The catalogue of the students of this univer
sity is rich in numbers and illustrious names. Petrarcha, GaJiJeo, 
and Christopher Columbus applied here, each to his favorite art, 
and in classics, astr()Domy and navigation, coJIcctcd the mat~rjals 
that were to form their future fame and fortune. But universi. 
ties, like empires, have,their eras of prosperity and their periods 
of decline; science, as commerce, often abandons its favorite 
sea~ and those very arts of medicine and anatomy which 
flourished for so many centuries in Salerno and Padua, have long 
since migrated to the North, and seem to have fixed their 
temporary residence at Gottingen and Edinburgh. Of eighteen 
thousand students six'hundred only remain, a number which; 
thinly scattered over the benches, is barely sufficient to shew 

.. I 

the deserted sta~ of the once crowded schools of Padua. rrhis 
diminution of numbers is not to be attributed either to the 
ignorance or til negligence of the professors; to the defects of 
the system 'of instruction, or to the want of means of improve
m~nt. The lecture1"$ are men of ~l and abilities; the plan of 
studies .ia the result of lon~g and successful experience; and' 
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libraries, collections, and cabinets ()f every kind arc numerous 
and magnificent. :Moreover, encouragement is' not wanting, 
as the places of professors are both lucrative and honorable, 
and the directors, till the late disastrous revolution, were three 
Venetian senators. The decrease of numbers,~heretore, at 
Padua, and in other ancient universities, is to be attributed 
to tho establish.t of silllilar~stitutions jn other countries, 
and. the general multiplication of the means of knowledge over 
the Christian worl~ Knowledge' is now fortunately placed 
within the reach ~'f almost every village-the most abstruse 
science may be learned in the most remote corners-col1eges 
and seminaries have been planted and flourish even in the 
polar circles; and youth in almost every country, may enjoy 
that, which an eloquent ancient considers as one of the greatellt 
ble8S~ngs of early life-home education.* 

The architecture of the schools or university is admired and, 
I believe, said to be of Palladio-the observatory, the botanical 
garden in particular, the cabinet of natural philosophy, contain .. 
ing a peculiarly curious collection of fossils, the hall of mid
wifry, and indeed most of the dependencies of the University, 
ate grand in their kind, well fUrnished and well supported. An 
agricultl1ral lecture is, I believe, peculiar to Padua, and conse
quently very honorable to it; espedal1y~5 so large a space as 
fifteen acres is allotted to the professor for experiments. I t is sin
glJlat that no suth lecture esiab in any British uniycrsity, when we 
oonsider the bent of the·national character to a. rural life, and the 

-llWel1im8utjtle\lhdiue mer8l'ent1lt qutnttmpitriA ~ auipudiclus continerent1U' 
q .... sqb CJnIiI panatum t ' aut miaol9 nmpbl '1UalIl d<*i l i'v. Bp. Jiili. 
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great encouragement and count.:lance given by the higher 
classes, and indeed by the nation at large" to every species of 
agricultural improvement. 

Besides the umversity, there are in Padua, for the propagation 
of taste and literature, several .ademies, so+f which were 
opened so early as in the beginning of ,the iixtcenth century. 
At that time the love Gf knowleci,ge and 'Q,~sical distinction 
seems to have been the predominant passion of the Italians, who 
were then like the ancient Greeks-

Prleter laudem nullius avari. .. 

Otners have been established in the last century, particularly 
the Academy of Sciences, founded by the senate of Venice. Mbst 
of these institutions '·are supported with spirit, not only by the 
clergy, but moreover by the gentry of Padua, who seem to take 
an honorable pride in the literary reputation of their city. 

The following beautiful lines of Naugerius, a poet of Leo', 
golden days, contain a fine, though concise encomium, on Padua, 
and may be considered as an abridgment of its history, even to 
the present period, whe~ war has again ravaged its vicinity, and 
disfigured its edifices. 

Urbs, quam vetuBto vetUB ab Ilio 
Post fata Troum tristia, post grave! 
Tot patrilfl exhaustos iniquo 
Tempore, tot pelago labores, 

Ducente demum Pallade, qua rapax 
Cult08 per agros Medoacus ftuit, 
Diis fretusAntenor &eCunws 
Condidit, EUgimeis in oris. 

5 
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Tn nuper & flos, &f decus urbium, 
Quascumque tellus ltala continet: 
Magnas tot artes, tot virorum 
I ngenia, & studia una alebas. 

'fe, septicornis Danubii accola, 
Tc f'ulva potant flumilla qui Tagi, 

_ongeque semoti ~ritallni 
'.ultum allimi ad t1piendum adibant. 
At nunc, acerbi l1eu Roova "necessitas 

F~Ji, scveras ut pated" vices: 
V t te ipse vastltam vel hosti 
Conspicio miserandam iniquo. 

Quid cu1ta tot pomaria conquerar ? 

Tot I" ulchra flammis hausta suburbia ~ 
Qui glande deturbata ahena 
Moonia? 



THROUGH ITALY. 

CHAP. IV. 

'l'HE BRENT.A.-VENICE-ITS MAGNIFICENOE, POWER, DEGENE

RACY, AND FALL-RETURN TO l'ADU.A.-THE ENVIRQ!'o:S OP 

THAT CITY-THE FONS APONUS-COLLES EUGA.NEI-ARQ.UATO ". -VILLA AND TOMB OF PETRARCH ..... OBSERVATIONS ON ~IS 

CHARACTER. 

WE deferred the consideration oftbe neighbourhood of Padua, 
till our return from Venice, whither we hastened in order to 

cnjoy the few remaining days of the expiring carnival. We 
accordingly embarked on the Brenta about ten o'clock in t4e 
morning, February the twenty-first, in a convenient barge .. drawn, . 
by horses, and glided rather slowly down the river. The' 
country through which it flows is a dead flat, but highly culti
vated, well wooded, and extremely populous. The banks are 
lined with villages, or rather little towns, and decorated with 
several handsome paJaces and gardens. Among these, that of 
Giovanelle at Noventa, two miles from Padua; that of Pisani, 
at 8tm: of Trona, at Dolo; that of Bembo, at Mira, and about 
t~n miles farth~r, that of Foscari, of the architecture of Palladio, 
merit particular attention. These celebrated ,banks ~ave, 

VOL. I. 
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without doubt, a rich, alivcly, and sometimes a magnificent ap
pearance, hut their splendor an~ beauty have heeLl much exag
gerated or fre much faded, and an Englishman aocustomcd to 
t~ Thames, and the villas that grace its banks at ~ichmond 
and 'l'wickenham, will discover little to excite hi§ admiration 
as he descends the canal of the Brenta. About fiv~ o'clock we 
arrived at ]?usin~~ on the shore If the Lagullc,>'if opposite Venice. 
This city instantly fixed all our'attention. It was thc'il faintly 
illuminatcrl hy th~ rays of th~ setting sun, and. rising from the 
waters with its numberless domes and tmvers, attended, jf I may 
be allowed the expression, by severallcsscr i!)lands, each crowned 
with its spir«,;s a.nd pinnacles, presented the appearance of a vasj; 
city, seat~d qn the very bosom of the oceau. We embarked, 
and gliding over the L~lllle, whose surface unruffled by the 
slightest bpeez(', was as.~mo()th as the most polished glass, 
touched at the island of St. Georgio, half way, that is two miles 
from the mai~ land ott one side, and from, Venice on tIl(; 

other, and tlum entering the city, rowed up the grand canal, and 
p~~ed under the Rialto: admiring as we ad vanced, the variolls 
ar<;hitecture and vast ed~fices that line its sides. 

T ' -

• The I:.:.tg.une are the. RhaUow8 that border the whole eoast, and extend round 
Veri~,; their. depth,betw-~n tl10 ci~ and the main land, i~; from. three to six 
f~.et in general. These sha.llows. are ~e<:;,l.sione<l by the vrutt quantities of sand· 
carded down by the, many rivers th.at descend from the Alps and fi!.ll into the 
Adriatic, all along itR wes~rn shores. ILwenpa, which lies mucll lower down, 
antleatly. stood like Venice in .. be midstofwatel'8; it:iS now 8u.rrotJncled with 
8A"~' as Venice will prol$bly.be ere. long, if it should COQtinU6 t;.t tQ tbct, 
4u.stri~ governl!'eat. The r~puhli.c e~ptlQded cO.l¥i<1erabl~ SYpti,. in . cle~iQC 
the. can,als, that intersect "n~ surrol,ln(l the city, removing obstac1e~ an~ keeping up 
the depth' of waters, so necE.'ssary fur the security of the capit81. The inter~t' or. 
• foveign 8&wHign i8 ·to . lay it open to attack. 
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Venice cannot boast of a "cry ancient origin~ nor 118S it any 
direct connection with Roman i;tory and classical recollections. 
yet I -doubt' 'I11uch, whether any town in Italy, not even except~ 
jng Rome itself, contaim 80 much genuine Roman blood ;~ff 
none has, ee)!tainly, 90 long preserved the true spirit of the 
ancient Romans. Founded ' I;>J the inhabitants of Aquileia:, 
Padua and other- Roman colodies hordering bn the Adriatic, 
joined probably by ~evel'al' from the interioT provinces,. itt 
escaped the all-wasting sword of A~aric and AttiIa; first eluded; 
then defied the po,,'er of succeeding invaders, and never saw a 
barbarian army within its walls till the fatal epoch> of 1797. 
Jts foundation dates from the year 4~1; the successi(]m of 
Doges or Dukes from the year 697. I ts name is dCJI'iyed fFdnJ 
the Veneti, ~ people, that inhah,ited', the neighbouri~'g ooas~; 
and approprmted as It has been, fro a very early pel!lOd to' l~ 
is a sufficient' m()n~lmCli~ of the ~~igin and numbers of i'f. 
founders, and first mhabltant~. Its go"ernment was at first 
popular; as the power and riches of the State "increased,. tb~ 
influence of the nobles augmented; at intervals, tbe Doges 
acquired and abused the sovereignty; till at length, after six: 
centuries of struggles, the aristocratic par.ty prevajled, limited 
the power of the Doge, c:'(c1uded the people, and confined to their 
own body all the authority and exercise of government. 

As Venice may justly he considered a Roman colony, so it 
bore for many centuries a striking resemblance to the g~at 
parent Republic. The same spirit of liberty, the same patriot 
pasSion, the same firmness, and the samc wisdom that charac
terized and ennobled the ancicllt. Roman~ seemed to revive 
in \he Venetians, and pervade every member of tooir· risili§ 
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state. That'profound respect for religion also, which formed so 
distinguished a feature in the character of the former,- was 
equally co.picuous in the latter, but more permanent and 
efiectual, because directed to' a better object, and regulated by 
superior information. The same success in a just proportion ac
companied the same virtues; air we behold Venice, from dirt 
and sea-weed, rise into magnificence and f~une, extend its sway 
ovel' the neighbouring coasts, wrest towns, islands, and whole 
provincc't from mighty potentates, carry its arms into Asia and 
Africa, and struggle, ottcn successfully, with the collected force 
of vast empires. As its greatness rested on solid foundations, so 
was it'permanent; and Venice may boast of a duration seldom 
allowed to human associations, whether kingdoms or common
wealths,"thirteen complete centuries of fame, prosperity and in
dependence. It is not JLnderful therefore that this republic 
should have been honor~d with the appellation of another 
Rome, considered as tluii\ulwark and pI:'ide of Italy, and cele
brated by oraft)rs and poets as the second fated seat of independ
ence' and empire. 

Una Italum regina, altre pulcberrima Rome, 
.iEmula, qUle terris, qure dominaris aquis! 

Tn tibi vel reges aves faas; 0 deCU8! 0 lux 
AU50nire, per quam libera turba Humus; 

Per quam barbaries nobis non imperat, et Sol 
ExorieD8 nostro clarius orbe micat ! 

. ' Act. Syn. Sanna •. lib. iii. Eleg. 1, 95. 

The appearance of Venice is not unworthy of its glorious 

• Et si eonf'erre volumus nostra cum externis, eret~ri8 rebus aut parefJ aut· etiam 
iIIt8riGres reperiemur; Religione, id est, cultn Deorum, multo superioret.-De 
MlII.lhor. ii. S. 
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destinies. Its churches, palaces, and public buildings of every 
description, and sometimes even its private edifices, have in 
their size, materials and decorations, a certain air-'of magnifi
cence, truly Roman. The style of architecture is not alwkys 
either pure Qr pleasing, but conformable to the taste that pre
vailed in the different ages ,Ihen each edifice was erected. 
Hence, the attentive observer may discover the history of archi
tecture in the streets of Venice, and trace its gradation from the 
solid masses and round arches, the only remains of the ancient 
graud style in the sixth, seventh, eighth, and ninth centuries, 
through the fanciful forms and grotesque embellishments of 
the middle ages, to its revival and ro-establishment in these 
latter times., 

The church of St. Mark, with its accompaniments, its tower, 
its square, i*s library, and its paJa~" from its celebrity alone 
deserves the trayeller'.s first visit. rrtie tower has neither grace 
in its form, nor beauty in its materials. Its ottly merit is its 
height, which, though not cxtmordinary in itself, yet from the 
flatness of the surrowldingscenery, gives the spectator a very 
clear and advantageous view of the city and its port and 
shipping, with the neighbouring coasts, and all their windings. 
The famous Piazza de S. Marco, surrounded with arcades, is 
more remarkable for its being the well knowu se~ne of Venetian 
mirth, conversation and illtrigu(~, than for its size or symmetry. 
It is inferior, in both respects, to many squares ill many .great 
cities; yet as one side ij the work of Palladio, and, the whole of 
fine marble, its appearance 'is grand and striking. The church 
of St. ,Mark, the great patron of tb~ city ,~ad, republic, occupies 
()ne end 9f this square, and terminates it with a sort of gloomy 
barbaftc,·lUuilificence.: In fact, the ;five domes that swell from 
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its roof, and the paltry ,decoratinlls that cover and encumber its 
porticos., give it externally the Uppt~a.rallce'()f an eastern pagoda" 
while forme«" ,vilhin on the pian o{ the Greek churches; and like 
them, adorned with clumsy mosaics, it is dark, heavy, and 
sepulchral. This church is ex trenlCly ancient, it was begun in 
the year 829, and after a fire, ,.built in the year 976. It was 
ornamented with mosaics and marble in I07L The i<.>rrn of 
this ancient fabric, evidently of ca'itern origin, may perhaps 
throw some l1ght UIl the rise of the styh~ ca.lled gothic. Its 
architects, it is J:dated~ were ordered by the Republic to spare no 
expellee, and to erect an edifice superior in Si7..e and splendor 
1:0 any tllcn existing. They took Santa Sophia for their model t 

and seem to have imitated its form, its domes, and its bad taste. 
But if ric1lCs can cOlJlpens~ the wa.nt of taste, and the absence of 
beauty, tb(~ church of St. Mark possesses a sufficient share to supply 
the deficiency, as it is orrT,lented with the spoils of Constanti
nople, and displays a profusion of the finest marblps, of alabasters., 
ony~, etneyaldta~ all the splendid jewellery of the East. The 
celebrated~bronze horses stood on the portico facing the piazza. 
1'hese horses are supposed to be the work of L)'sippus; they 
ornamented successively different triumphal arches at Rome, were 
transported b~ Constantine,~ his new city, and con:ve~cd thence 
by the Venebans, when they took and plundered It In the year 
1~o6. They were erected on marble pedestals above the portico 
Qf St. Mark, where tho,.. stood nearly six huadred years, a 
trophy of the power of the republic~ tiH.they were removed 
to Paris, in the year 1797, and placed oItrsOOne pedestals bcluD.d 
tbe palace of the Tlmilleries, where they, 10lllaiq a BUlmunent ol 
Frenih treachery and injustice: 

ASlt ,is not my' intention to gi .... o 
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the ornaments or riches of the church of St. Mltrk, I shaH 
only observe, that they merIt much attention; and that to dis
cover the value of the internal decorations, a vJ,'ry minute 
inspection is often rendered necessary by the gloominess of t)le 
place. 

The reader may perhaps wAh to know how and when St. 
Mark, whose life and evangeljcal writi11lgs seem to haveilocon .. 
nection" with the Venetian hi<:;tory, acquired such consideratidn 
in the city of Venict" as til become "its patron Saint, and give 
his name to the most splendid and celebrated of its churches. 
Thc following account may pQ)Ssihly satisfy his curiosity .• In 
the, year eight hundred anCl twenty-nine, two Venetian Jner
chant., of the names of Bono and Hustico, thfl11 at Alexandria, 
contrived, either by bribery or strata~rn, t6fmi'loin the body of 
St. Mark, at that time in" the possessiQn of the Mussulmcll, n.nd 
cOllvey it to Venice. On its arriv~ it "Was transported f() the 
Dueal palace, and deposited hy the tl:X'll lloae in llis- oWn 
ehapcJ. St. Mark w'as shortly C:l'ft(~rdecla~d tbe ~atrOil' a.ud 
protector of the republic; and the lio"n whicl~, in the mystic -vision 
of l:zekiel, is supposed to represent this" ('vangelis~, was em .. 
bta-zoned on its- stant'lar(ls, and' elevated on i1s towers. 'Th~ 

ehurch of St Mark \vas cret~t{'d .. tmnt:,diateI:y after this event, 
and the saint" has .evel~ since· mhlined his" hO{}()TS. Btrtthe 
read'cr will learn with :s\.lrl'ris(', that Iwtwitbstandillg these 

~~ , ' 

. .aoooY's, the body of the evangelist was in a very short space at 
timc'either ImJt, or privalt~]ysoJ{.l, by a trHmne of the name of 
C.aro!o, ,w}ro 1!!\upe(!r the dhkccK>rn; and to support himself 
agttimrt the iegltitiHit~: Dtlge, i~supf*>~ed t{1) have pIll'lndered the 
1trw:tsUf'~" 1100' ali~natlt'd some ,of ,t!~e" mostvahlablearticles. Since 
tha the existence of the body ofSt: Mark has never been 



7:! CLASSICAL TOUR 

publicly ascertained, though the Venetians firmly maintain 
that it is still in their possession. The place, however, where 
the sacred deposit lies, is acknowledged to be an undivulged 
secret, or p~rhaps, in less cautious language, to be utterly un
known. 

The Piazetta, opening from Sf! Mark's to the sea in front, and 
lined on one side with the ducal palace, on the other with the 
public library, with its two sup(~rb pinars of granite standing 
insulated in the centre, is a scene at once grand, airy, and from 
thc concourse of people that frequent it, animated. Close to 
St. l\iark's stanJs the ducal palace, the seat of the V cnctian go
ver';ment, where the senate and the different councils of state, 
assembled each in their rcspectiyc halls. This antique fabric is 
in the Gothic or rathcr Saracenic style, of vast extent, great 
solidity, and venerabl<~ appearance. Some of it., apartments are 
spacious and lofty, and Arne of its halls of a magnitude truly 
noble. They,re all adorned with paintings by the first masters 
of the V e~etian school; and Titian, Paolo V cronese, and 'rin
toretto, have exerted all their powers, and displayed all the 
channs of their art to adorn the senate-house, and perpetuate 
the glories of the republic. The subjects of the pictures are 
taken either from the Scripture or the history of Venice; so 
that the nobles, when assembled, had always before their eyes 
incentives to virtue and examples of patriotism. 'rablets with 
inscriptions were suspendea over the tribunals of the magistrates, 
pointing out either their duties in particular, or those of the 
nobility in geneml. The style is often diffusive, but the senti .. 
ments ,are always just. The following, whicIl Ts' inserted in a 
picture over the Doge's seat, in one of the council chambers", 
may, serve as a ~peclmen. 
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~I Qui plltrioo pericula suo periculo expellunt, hi sapicntes putandi sunt, cum et 
(l!um quem debent honorem reipub. reddunt, et pro multis perire malunt quam 
cum multis. Eteuim, vehementer est iniquum vitam, quam a",natur£l acceptam 
propter patriam conscrvuverimus, naturm, cum cogat, rcdderc, patrja~, curn roget, 
non dare. Sapit'ntes igitur restimllndi sunt, qui nullum pro salute patriro pericu
lum vitant. Jioc vinculum est hujus dignitatis qua fruimur in repuh. hoc fun
damentutp libertatis. Hie fOils equitatis; men~ et animus ct consilium et sen
tentia civitatis posita est in legihus. ut corpora nostra sine mente, sic civitas sine 
It?ge. Legum miuistri magistratus. Legum interpretes judi'ces. Leguro deniq. 
idcirc() omllt's seni sumus, ut liberi esse possimus." 

It would hm'e been happy for the state, if the nobles had been 
animated by these principk'S previous to the French invasion. 

The courts and staircases are decorated with antique statues; 
marble and bronze shiue on every side, and th~ whole edifice 
corresponds ill every respect with tbe dignity of its destination. 

The celebrated Rialto is a singleM>ut very bold arch, thrown 
over the Gran-Canale; and though striking fr9J;ll its elevation, 
~pan and solidity, yet sinks almost into insignificance when com
pared with the beautiful bridge Della Trinita, at'tlorence, or 
with the superb, and far more extensive structures of Blackfriars' 
and'Vestllllnster. 

The arsenal, occupying an entire island, and thus fortified,uot 
01'11y by its ramparts, but by the surrounding sea, is spacious, 
-cpmtn0dious, and even magnificent. Before the gate stands a 
V;f:ls\pU1~r on either side, and two immcns,e Ii,ons of grauite, 
w~c.h formerly adorned the Pincus of Athens. They are 
,a~~ed.:j~y twoo~hers of a smaller size, all, a~ the inscrip
'q9P~,m(9,.{ln:"~f," r.'~u11J-pha(i ~~nu,~ ,J'ir(£() direpta/' The stai~
c},l~,JIl the principal building is of whi~ ,marble. The ban" 

~ijI'4~~ . L 
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large, lofty, and commodiolls; one of the principal is decorated 
with a beautiful statue by Canoya, representing Fame crowning; 
the late Admiral Erno, the l)ompey of Venice, the last of her 
11eroes. In short, IlothinO' is wUl1ting to make. this celebrated 

~ "-

arsen.al perhaps the first in Enrope; exeepting that for which all 
arsenals arc built, slor'cs and shiJ!ping; and these t he }~rench in 
their latc inva<;ion, either plundered or destroyed. So t~lr their 
rapacity, howsoever odious, had an object and pretext; but it 
is difficult to conceive atlY motive, excepting an innate propen
sity to mischief, which could have prompted them to disfigure 
the buildings and statues, to break thc marble stairs, by rolling 
('annon balls down them, and to dismantle the Bucentaur, the 
famous state galley of the republic, Highwaymen have been 
known to spare or restore a seal, a ring, a trinket, to indulge the 
whim or the feelings of the owner; ~llld robbers and house
breakers J'cfi'ain from damaging furniture which they cannot 
carry away; in the same~nner the, French might have re
spected the above-mentioned monument of a gallant man, and 
not disfigufied it, to force a paltry gold pencil from the hand of a 
figure of }"ame: they might have spared a gaudy state pageant, 
whose antique magnificence had for ages delighted tIle {'yes, and 
soothed the pride of the V enetiall commonalty. Yet such is 
the peculiar cast of tllis people, whose armies at Venice, in 
every town in Italy, and indeed in almost every country th~y 
have over-run, have uniformly added insult to rapacity; and 
wounded the feelings, while they plundered the property, of the 
miserable inhabitants. 

But no public edifice does so much credit to the state, as the 
noble rampart erected on the IJido di Palestrina, to protect the 
city and port against the swell and storms of the .Ad~"tie. 
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This vast pile, formed of blocks of Istrian stone, resembling 
marble, runs along the shore for the space of nineteen miles, 
connects varjous little islands atld towns with each other, and if 
completed, wou\d excel in utility, solidity, extent, and perhaps 
beauty, the Pircr,us, the mole of Antium aud Ancona, and all 
other similar works of either Greeks or Romans. 

Of the churches in V cnice, it may be observed in general, 
that, as some of thcm have been buil~ by }>alladio, and many 
raised on models designed by him, they are of a bettcr style in 
architecture; and also, 011 account of the riches and religiOlllii 
temper of the Hqmblic, adorned with morc magnificence thaa 
those of any other town in Italy, if we except the matchless 
splendors of Home. I need not add, that the talents of the first 
Venetian artists have been exerted, to adorn them with sculp
tures and paintings. Of these churches that De Salute, that 
De Redcmptore, two votivc temp~s, erected by the Republic 
on the cessation of two dreadful pestilences, and that of St. 
Georgio Maggiore, are very noble; the latter in particular, aD. 
exquisite work of llalladio, with some few defects, but number
less beauties. The church of the Dominican friars, SS. Gio
vanni e Paolo, is gothic; and remarkable for a chapel of the 
Blessed Virgin, lined with marble, divided into pannel$, contain
ing each a piece of gospel history, represented in beautiful 
basso reJievo. But the peculiar and characteristic ornaments of 
this",church are the statues, erected by the republic to many of 
its worthies, and the superb mausoleums of several heroes and 
doges. 'I'hc materials are always the finest marbles, and the 01'

n.mentsfrequently of the best taste. The descriptions, as 
pompous as the tombs themselves, carry us back to the heroic 
_ .. _the republic,; and in lofty and classical Iauguage,r~late 

l, Il 
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the glorious achievements of the <loges and warriors of ancient 
times. The appellations of Cretieus, Afi'icanus, Asiaticus, grace 
the tombs of the most honorable chieftains, and seem to revive 
and emulate the triumphs and the title!' of consular Home. The 
conclusion of one of these epitaphs deserves to be recorded; it 
is the last admonition which the dying hero addresses to his 
countrymen. "Vosjll.~/itiam et cOllcol'diaJll, fjllO s(,lIIpitcl'Jl1ll1l hoc 
sit imperium, conservate." 

N'ext to the churches we may rank the Scuok, or the 
chapels and halls of certain con1raternities. such as that of St. 
Roch, St. Mark, and that of the }\;[ercatanti; all of noble pro
portions and rich furniture, and all adorned wit.h pa,intings 
relative to their respective denominations, by the best masters. 

But why cnlargc on the beauty, the magnificence, the glories 
of Venice? or why describe its palaces, its churches, its monu
ments? 'rhat Liberty which raised these pompous edifices 
in a swampy marsh, and opened such scenes of grandeur in the 
middle of a pool, is now no more! That bold independence 
which fined a few lonely islands, the ahode of SeCl-me"WS and COf. 

morants, with population and commercc, is bowed into slavery; 
and the republic of Venice, with all its bright series of trjumphs, 
is now an 'empty name. The city, with its walls and towers, and 
streets, still remains, but the spirit that animated the, mass is 
fled. J acet iugen~ littore t1'U1lCUS. 

It is unnec$ssary, therefore, at prescnt, to cnlarge upon the 
former government of Venice; suffice it to say, that it is now 
a petty province of the Austrian empire, and that of all its 
former territories, the Seven Islands only, once considered as 
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a very iusignificant part of the Venetian dominions, enJoy a 
nominal and precarious independence. The unjust and cruel 
deed of destroying a republic, weak and inoffensive, yet respect
able from its f<xmer fame, belongs to Bonaparte; but thc causes 
t11at led to it must be sougllt lor in the bosom of the ff'publie 
itself. Had the samt' virtues which fostered the infant common
wealth still flourished; had the courage which urged it sO often 
to unequal contest with the then ulighty power of the Ottomans, 
continued to ins'pire its sons; had the spirit and the wisdom that 
directed its councils during the f~llllOUS league of Cambray,infiu
cneed its decisions in 1797, it might still have stood, and in de
fiance of the treachery, and the power of France, have preserved, 
if not all its territories, at least its honor and independence. But 
those virtues, that spirit, that wisdom, wcre now no more; they 
bJa:.-:ed out for the last time in the war of the Morea,* and 
even the last spark died away with the gallant Emo. Luxury 
had corrupted e\'ery mind, and un braced every sinew. Plea
slire had long bec11 the ollly ol~j('et of pursuit; the idol to whom 
the indolent r enctiuns sacrificed their time, their fortune, their 
talents. To attend the doge on days of ceremony, and act their 
part in public pageantry; or perhaps, point out in the sen~Lt.e the 
best mode of complimenting some powerful court, or of keeping 
or patching up an inglorious peace with the piratical powers of 
Africa, was the only business of the nobility. To accompany 
tht:ir chosen ladies, to while. away the night at their' casinos, 
and slumber away the day in. their palaces, was their usual, 
their favourite employment. Hence Venice, for so many ages 
the seat of independence, of commerce, of wisdom, and of enter
prise, gradually slmk from her eminence, and at length became 

A. D.1718. 
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the foul abode of effeminacy, wantonness, and debauchery. Her 
arsena), where so many storms once fermented, and whence so 
many thunderbolts had been levelled at the aspiring head of the 
Turk, resigning its warlike furniture, became a scene of' ban
quetting; and instead of resounding to the stroke of the anvil, 
reechoed to the dance and the concert.* In short, this once 
proud and potent republic, like some of the degenerate En\perors 
of Rome, seemed to prefer the glories of the theatre to those 
of the field, and willingly rCfited its modern "claim to consi
deratIOn, un the prc-eminent exhibitions of its well-known 

.. . 
carmval.-t-

From a people so degraded, so lost to bold and manly senti
ments, no generous exertions, no daring enterprize is to be ex
pected in the hour of danger. It is their policy to temporize, to 
weigh chances, to flatter the great contending powers, and their 
fate must be to sink under the weight of the victorious. Such 

• Severnl noble halls in the arsenal had been for a IOIlg time appropriated to 
the entertainment of royal guests, and strangers of very great distinction. 

t "In (atti, un ccrto Egoismo sempre fatale aIle repubbliche, un reflessibileraf
fredamento di quel zclo pattio che tanto distinse gli aristocratici de-i passati 
secoli, una falsa clemenza nei tribunali, onde rimanevano i delitti senza il castigo 
delle Leggi prescritto, una certa facilita di propalare i secreti del Senato, sorpassata 
con indolenza dagl' inquisitori dello 6tato, una non curanza delle cose sacre e 
religioHe, un immod(~rato spirito di passatempi, una scandalosa impudejZR nelle 
donne, un libertinaggio PORato per cosi dire in trionfo negli no mini eraoo fra gli 
altri disordini che domin8.vano in una parte di Patrizi, e di Cittadini d'ogni contli
.zione 5i in Venezia, che nello Statu. Ne mnno fede gl' interni sconvolgimenti 
degli anni 1762 e 1780, e la Loggia de Liberi Muratori scoperta nel1785, in 
cite &kuni rispettabili soggetti avevano ingres80 : Queste furono le cagioni.:,:, 
rinseche, che disponevano l'edificioad un imminente pericolo di crollare."-Sdii 
the acknowledgment of a Venetian author. Raccolta, '001. i. p. 16. ' 
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was the destiny of Venice. After having first insulted, and then 
courted the French republic, it at length, with aU the means of 
defence in its hauds, resigned itself to treacherous friendship; 
and sent a thousand boats, to transport the armies of l:'rance 
from the main land. over the Lagune, into the very heart of the 
city. ]'hc English commodore in the Adriatic, protested against 
such madness, and offered to defend thc city with his own shjps 
-in vain! Thc p,eople, who are always the last to lose a stnse of 
national honor, expressed their readiness to stand forth and 
defend their country-in vain! Thc nobles trembled ft)f their 
Italian estates; and in the empty hope of saving their income, 
betrayed their country, and submitted to plunder, slavery, and 
indelible disgrace. Not onc arm was raised, not one,sword was 
drawn, and Venice fell, self-betrayed, and therefore unpitied. 
Her enemies punished her pusiJlanimity, by tpillaging her public 
and her pri ~'ate treasures, defacing her edifices, strj prjng her ar
senal, carrying away her trophies, and then handing her over as 
a contemptible prize, to a foreign despot. A tremendous lessoIl 
to rich and effeminate nations to rouse them to exertion, and 
to prove; if such proof were wanting, that independence lUust 
be preserved, as it can only be obtained, by the sword; that 
money may purchase arms, but not freedom: that submission, ever 
excites contempt; and that determined, heroic resistance, even 
should it fail, challenges and obtains consideration and honor. 

NOll tam en ignavre 
Percipient gentes quam sit lion ardua 'virtus 
ServitiuDl fugisse manu •... 
19noralltque datos, ne quisquam ser~iat, enses • 

• 
LUCAN. 

The popUlation of Venice, pl't:vious to the late revolution, 
amounted to about one hundred and fifty thousand souls; it js 
supposed, since tha~ event, to have decreased considerably, and 

S 
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wiJl probably, if the present order of things should unfortunately 
1ast, continue to diminish, tiIJ, descrted like Sienna and Pisa; 
this city shan become a superb solitude, whose lonely grandeur 
will remind the traveller, that Vcnice was once great, and in
dependent. 

The state of society in Veniee seems to be upon c.L lIlore en
larged.scale than formerly; the casillosilldeed continue still to be 
the places of resort, of carel-parties and suppers; hut various 
houses are open to strangers; and balls and cOllcer~s, and club 
dinners given frequently; to all which iutroduction is not diffi
cult. The carnival was distinguished by plays in the day, and 
masked balls at.night; the inumination of the theatre on such 
ni?hts is ver~ be~u~'ul. One ~pecies of theatrical amu,Bement at 
thIS season lS smgular. It IS a regular filrcc, earned on at 
all hours; so that thc idle part of the community ~nay, if they 
pleasc, pass all the twenty-f(mr hours in the play-hous(', .f~lll 

asleep, and awakc, go out and come in, and still find the play 
going on with its usual spirit. In such pieces, the actors seem to 
be obliged to have recourse to theIr o\\'n ingenuity for the dia
logue, which, howevcr~ seldom flags for want of materials; such 
is their natural talent for repartee and buffoonery. 

A person accustomed to the rides, the walks, the activity or 
.ordinary towns, soon grows tired of the confinement of Venice, 
and of the dull, indolent, see-saw motion of Gondolas. Ife 
longs to expatiate in fields, and range at large through the 
litreets, without the encumbrance of a boat and a retinue of 
Gondolieri. We theretore left Venice on the sixth of Marrih, 
without much regret, and embarking at the inn door, proceeded 
towards Fusioa. As we rowed over the Lagune, we prevailed. 
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upon our gondolieri to sing, according to an ancient custom, men
tioned, I think, by Addison, some stanzas of Tasso; but however 
beautiful the poetry might be~ we thought the tune and execu
tion no ways superior to that of a common b3Had in the strrets 
of London. This classical mode of singing verses alternately, 

. the remains of the ancient pastoraJ,· so long preserved in Italy, 
has been much on the decline in Venice since the French 
invasion, which has damped the ardor of the pt.-ople, and almost 
extinguished their natural mirth and vivacity. From Fusina we 
ascended the 13renta in the same manner as we had descended 
it, and art'ivcd late at Padua. 

The next morning, after a second visit to the most remarkable 
edifices, such as St. Justina, the Sant~ the CathedrdJ, the 
Salone, we turned our thoughts to the neighbouring country, 
and considered what o~jects it presented to OUf curiosity. The 

. warm fountains and baths of Aponus, now called Apono, lie 
about four miles from Padua. They were frequented by th~ 
ancient Romans under the Emperors, and have been celebrated 
by Claudian, and the Gothic kimg Theodoric, in long and 
elaborate descriptions in verse and prose.t· These writers attri
bute to them many strange and wonderful effects; however, 
making all due allowances for poetical exaggeration, the waters 
are in many cases of gr.eat advantage. 

• Alternis dieetis, amant alterna CameIl8. 

t The principal erects 8J'~. d~seribed in the ibllowing verses. CJaudian ad
dresses himself to the toaJttaitJ: : 

VOL. I. 

Felices, proprium fl,ui te meruerecolon4 
Fas quibus est Ap.OnoD juris ~abere lui;. 
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About seven miles southward of Padua, rises the ridge of hills 
called the Colli Euganei, still retaining the name of one of the 
earliest tribes that peopled the Paduan territory. These moun
taini, for so they might justly be termed, if the enormous 
swell of the neighbouring Alps did not in appearance diminish 
their elevation, were formerly, it seems, inhabited by a race of 
soothsayers, who vied with the Tuscans in the art of looking 
into futurity. One of these seers, according to Lucan, beheld 
the battle of Pharsalia while seated on his native hill, and des
cribed to his astonished auditors, all the vicissitudes of that 
bloody contest"*, on the very morning on which it took place. 

!\.ulus GeHius relates the same story, but attributes it to a 
priest of the name of Cornelius, a citizen of Padua~ without 
mentioning, as he frequently does, the author from whom he 
derived the tale. But, whether it was a Paduan priest or an 
Euganean soothsayer who was gifted with this extraordinary 
power of vision, it proves at least that claims to the faculty 

Non illis terrena lues, corrupta nee Austri 
Flamina nee sevo Sirius igne nocet ,. . . . 

Quod si forte malus membris exuberat humor 
Languida vel nimio viscera felle virent; 

Non veDas reserant, nec vulnere vulnera eanant, 
Pocula nec tristi gramine mista hibunt : 

Amissum lymphis reparant impune vigorem, 
Pacaturque, egro luxuriante, dolor. Eid!Jl. Apon. 

Euganeo, si vera fides memoranti\ua, Augur 
Colle seden&, Aponus terris ubj fumiAr exit, 
Atque Antenorei di8pergit~r und8.Timavi, 
Venit summa dies, geritur, res maxima, dixit, 
Impia .eoneurrunt Pompeii et Ceaaris arma. Luc. vU. 192. 

(The poet's reograpby is nPt wryaceurate.) 
~. 
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termed second sight, are not confined to modem times, or to 
the northern regions of Great Britain. 

, In one of the recesses of these mountains stands the village of 
Arquato, distinguished by the residence of Petrarcha, during the 
latter years of his life, and by his death, which took place in the 
year 1374. He was buried in the church-yard of the same 
village, and a monument was erected in his honor. This mo-. 
nument, and his villa, have been preserved by the people 
with religious care, and continue even now to attract a number 
of literary visitants of all countries, who, as they pass through 
Padua, fa~l not to pay their respects to the manes of Petrar~ha. 
The road to Arquato, as far as Monte Sc1ice, runs along a canal, 
over a very flat and a very fertile countrx, bearing a strong re~ 
semblance to some of the finest parts of the N etherlauds. Villas 
and large villages lie thick around, and the scene on every 
side gives the traveller an idea of plenty and population. To 
relieve the flatness of the country immediately around, the 
Colli Euganei rise in various forms in the front, and Monte 
Selice (or Silicis), in particular, strikes the eye by its lofty conical 
form. About eight miles from Padua, on the banks of the 
canal, stands the castle of the Obizzi, an ancient and illustrious 
family of Padua. This edifice is pretty much in the style of the 
old castles of romance. Lofty rooms, long galleries, winding 
staircases, and dark passages, fit it admirably for the purposes of 
a novelist, and render it equally proper for the abode of a great 
baron, the receptacle of a band of robbers, the scene of nightly 
murders, or the solitary walk of ghosts and spet~es. But the 

, , 

Au~. Gel1.lib. xv. 18. 

'H! 
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predominant taste of the country has fitted ~t up in a st.yle wen 
calculated to dispel these gloomy, transalpine illusions, a [1(1 cure 
the spectator's mind of its Gothic terrors. The apartments arc 
adorned with paintings, some of which are in,tresco, on tile walls, 
representing the glories and achievements of the Obizzian heroes. 
in days of old, and others on canvas, being originals or copies of 
great masters. 'fhe galleries, and one in particular of very 
considerable length, are filled with R01l1an antiquities, altars, 
vases, armour, inscriptions! pillars, &c. 011 the whole, the castle 
is very curious, and ought to be made the object of a partic~llar 
visit, as an incidental hour is not sufficient for an examination 
in detail of the various curiosities it contains. 

A little beyond the village of Cataio, we turned off from the high 
road, and quitting our carriage on account of the swampiness of 
the country, walked or rowed along through lines of willows, or 
over tracts of marshy land, for two or three miles, till we b(~gan 
to ascend the mountain. Arquato is prettily situated on the 
northern side of a high hill, with a vaHey below it, winding 
thrQugh the Euganean ridge. It is not a very large, but a ncat 
village. l>etrarcha's viJIa is at thc extremity farthest from 
Padua. It consists of two floors. The first 'is used for farming 
purposes, as it is annexed to a fanner's house. 'I'he second 
story contains five rooms, three of which aTC large, and two 
closets; the middle room seems to have been. used as a reception 
room or 1mB; that on the right is a kitchen; that on the left 
. has two closets, one of which might have' been a study,' the 
other a bed .. chamber. Its fire-place is high, and its postes fuJi. 
gine nigri.. To the chief window is a balcony; ,the view thence 
towards the opening of the valley on the side, and in the front. 
towards two lofty conical hills, one of which is topped' \titll 
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a convent, is calm and pleasing. The only decoration of the 
apartments is a deep border of grotesque painting, running as a 
cornice under the ceiling; an old smoaky picture over the fire
place in the kitchen, said by the good ·people to be an original 
by Michael Angelo, and a table and chair, all apparently, the 
picture not excepted, as old as the house itself. On the table is a 
large book, an Album, containing the names, and sometimes the 
sentiments, of varion::'; visitants. The following verses are in
scribed in the first page; they are addressed to the traveller. 

Tu che devoto al sagro albergo arrivi 
Ove s'aggira ancor l'ombra iroroortale 
Di chi un di yi depose il corpo frale, 

La Patria, il nome, i1 sensi tuoi qui scrive. 

The walls are covered with names, compliments, and verses. 
Behind the hOllse is a garden, with a small lodge for the 
gardener, and the ruins of a tower covered with ivy. A narrow 
walk leads through it, and continues along the side of the 
hill, under the shade of oliye trees; a solitary laurel>Vf still lingers 
beside the path, and fecals to mind, at once, both the poet and 
the lover. The hill ascelldK steep from the garden, and winding 
round, closes the vale and the prospect. Its broken sides are 
well cultivated, interspersed with olives and cottages. It was 
already evening when we arrived. After having examined 
*he house, we walked for some time in the garden; a thousand 
violets perfumed the air; the nightiug'd.le was occasionally 
heard, as if making its first essay; and, excepting his evening 
song, "moat musical, most melancholy," all was still and silent 
arpund.. The place and the scenery seemed so well described 

• ·It il·~ to ~matk here, 0IlCe fOr alJ, that the Italian laurel)s the bfl;tj

M, the J.auiw ef tbeaneieate. 
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in the following beautiful lines, that it was impossible not to 
recollect and apply them, though probably intended by the 
poet for another region. 

Qui non palazzi, non teatro, 0 loggia, 
Ma'n lor vece un abete, un faggio, un pino, 
Tra l'erba verde, e'l hel monte vicino 
Onde se scende poetando e poggia, 
Levan di terra al eiel nostro intelletto. 
E'l rosignuol ehe dolcemente all' ombra 
Tulle Ie notti SI lamenta e piagnc. Son. x. 

'The garden ii entirely neglected, but the house is kept III 

good repair, a circumstance which cannot but reflect much 
honor on the spirit of the proprietor and inhabitants of the 
village, when it is considered that more than four hundred years 
have now elapsed since the death of Petrarcha, and that many 
a destructive war has raged in the country, and many a wasting 
army passed over it since that event. His body lies interred 
1n the church-yard of the village in a large stone sarcophagus, 
raised on four low pillars, and surmounted with a bust. As we 
stood and contemplated the iOUlb by the pale light of the moon, 
we indulged the caprice of the moment, and twining a branch of 
laurel into the form of a crown, placed it on the head of the bust, 
and hailed the manes of the Tuscan poet in the words of his 
admirer. 

Deb pioggia, 0 vento rio non faccia scorno 
Al1' ossa pie; sol porti grati odori 
L'aura p.e'l ciel suol tar puro e tl8l'eno. 
Lucin le ninfe ogni lor antro ameno. 
E raccolte in corona al sasso intorno, 
Liete ti cantin lodl e spargan Soti r .Ale". PicelJimnini. 

Sever~ of the inhabitants who had gathered round us, during 
this singular ceremony, seemed not a little pleased "wi'th the 

5 
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whim, and cheered us with repeated viva's as we passed thr9.l1~h 
the village, and descended the hill. Though overturned by the 
blunder of the drivers, and for some time suspended over the 
canal with imminent danger of being precipitated into it, yet 
as the night was bright and wann, and all the party ill high 
spirits, the excursion was extremely pleasant. 

Few names seem to have been so fondly cherished by con
temporaries, or treated with so much partiality by posteritY9 as 
that of Petrarcha. This distinction he owes not so much to his 
talents, or evcn to his virtues, as to thc many amiable and en
gagitlg qualities which accompanied them, and set them off to the 
greatest advantage. As an orator, an historian, and a poet, he 
had even in his own time many rivals, perhaps in Boccaccio an 
equal, and in Dante, undoubtedly a superior. But ill pleasing 
manners, generous feelings, warm attachment, and all the grace
ful, all the attractive accomplishments of lite, he seems to have 
surpassed every public character of his time, and to have en
gaged universal and unqualified admiration. Gibbon asserts 
that the literary reputation of Petmrcha mllst rest entirely on 
his Latin works, and insinuates that his sonnets arc trifles; that 
his passion was, in his own opinion, and in that of his contem
poraries, crimina) ; and that Laura, the mother of ten children, 
could have possessed few of the charms ascribed to her by the 
poet. Though I have no particular inclination to enter the lists 
as champion of the lady's charms, yet I may venture to observe, 
that a matron who died at the age of forty or forty-two, Illay 
possibly have been very beautiful at the age ~f nineteen or 
twenty, whffn the poet first beheld her; that female beauty 
sometimes survives forty, however fatal that age may be to it in 
general; that it'8 less liable to fade when it consists more in 
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~lWssion than in color and freshness; and, in fine, that though 
Laura, if we may believe her lover, possessed both species of 
beauty, yet she excelled in the former. 

Le crcspe chiome d'or puro lucente 
E'llampeggiar dell angelica riso . • .. Il Parte. Sonn. 24. 

La perle in ch' [am or] frange ed aff'rena 
Dolci parole- I Parte. Sonn. 184. 

Are perishable charms without doubt, and liable to vel'Y rapid 
decay. But, 

Leggiadria singolare e pellegrina ; 
E'l cantar che nell anima si sente : 
L' andar celeste, e'l vago spirto ardente: 
Begli occhi che i cor fanno smalti : 
Col dir pi en d' intelletti, dolci ed alti : 
E'1 bel tacere, e quei santi costumi ! I Parte. Sonn. 178. 

These are charms which emanate directly from the mind, and 
seem almost' to enjoy some portion of its pure and imperishable 
Ba~~re. Laura, therefore, may 'still be allowed to retain her 
honors, and continue to rank among the celebrated beauties of 
ancient times,oltra Ie belle bella.· 

As' to the poet's pa~sion, it was undoubtedly mi'Splaced, 
excessive, and highly reprehensible; but his contemporaries 
do not seem to have considered it in that light, especially 
as it never 'broke out in any guilty deed, or even indeco
rous expression. The author of his-life, Beccadelli, a man 
of unblemishef morals and reputation, and an archbisbop,'de-

Tf 0 .n, 

• Vol. ii. Son. xxt 
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elares that PetraJ'(~ha's attachment was innocent in itstit, and 
beneficial in it! consequenccs, as it called forth the po\vers 
of the poet's genius, and contributed in a high degree to the 
perfection of his language, and the honor of his country. Po. 
trarcha himself condemns, and applauds, his own passion, al
ternately ; representing it sometinll,'S as having preM~rved him 
from the indulgence of low grovelling appetites, and urged 
him to the pursuit of honorable fame*; and at other times 
lamenting it as a guilty weakness, to' which he sacrificed his tim~"" 
and devoted talents destin~d for nobler objects.t But, llotwith
stapding the severity of tbis self--censure, he continued either to 
compose or correct the strains that love inspired, not only for 
several years after the death of its object, but even to the near 
approach of his own: a circumstance which, considering the 
religious turn of his mind, particularly in his latter days, proves 
that he attached no criminality to the passion itself, since he 
could indulge himself 80 freely in its recollection. 

As to the sonnets of Petrarcha, in the eyes of a moralist they are 
trifles, and so are the elegies of P~opertius and Tibullus, and an 
the numerous poems, both ancient and modern, that treat the 
same airy and u,nsubstantial subject; but trinkets may derive value 
from their materia1s and workmanship, and even love songs may 
acquire both importance and interest from their language and 
sentiments. Genius communicates jts own dignity to every sub
ject that it chooses to handle; it can give weight to insignificance, 
a.nd make even an amorous ditty the vehicle of awful truths 
gnd useful lessons. . This observat.ion is morli applicable per
haps to P~rarcha than to any other poet. Eq~al, ~ had almo;t 

Parte II. Canz. VlI, + Son. LXXX n. 

VOL. I. N 



90 CLASSICAl .. TOUR 

sai~ ~perjor, in felicity of expression, and harmony of language, 
to his Roman predecessors, he rises far above then} in delicacy 
of thought, and dignity of sentiment. He borrows no embel
lishments from th(: fictions of mythology, and indulges himself 
in no pastoral tales, no t~u-t(~tched allusions. Tbe spirit of 
religion, which strongly influenced his mind, in all the vicissi
tudes of life, not. unfrequently gives his passion something of 
the solemnity of devotion, and inspires the holy strains that ,. 
chant 

Quanto piu vale 
Sempiterna bellezza che mOl'tale. 

'rhis peculiar turn of thought, that pervades the poems of 
Petrarcha, and raises t.hem so much above all other similar com
positions, is noticed by his biographer as a distinction highly 
honourable to the Tuscan muse, le quali, Ita mostro, cOllie nlta
mente e santame1lte possono calltm' d' amore. It is not wonderful 
therefore, that the poet himself should have rested, in a great 
measure, hi~ hopes of fame on his Italian poems, and persisted in 
correcting and repolishing them with so much assiduity; or 
that posterity should have confirmed the author's judgment, 
and continued ever since to set a high value on these short, but 
highly labored productions. While his Latin poems, histories, 
and moral dissertations, slumber undisturbed on the shelf, his 
Rime . will sometimes amuse the leisure of the youthful reader, 
and now and then, perhaps, attract the attention 'of the philoso
phcr, who will oftep find in them, intermingled with the frivolous 
graces of the s"",cct, sublime sentimcnts, expressed in language 
4Jt.e most harmonious. 
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CHAP. V. 

VISIT TO 'rHE LAGO DI GARDA, OR BENACUS--THE RIVER MIN

CIUS-THE PROMONTORY OF SIRMIO-DESENSANO-STORM ON 

THE LAKE-PARADISINO-BANKS OF THE l\UNCIUS-l\IANTUA

PIETOLE-EXCURSION TO THE PO-HONOURS PAID TO VIRGIL 

-~VIRGIL1A.NO. 

N EXT day we took leave of Padua, returned through Vi
centia to V crona, and having passed the following day there, on 
the ensuing morning, (March 13), we set out for the Lago di 
Garda (the Benacus), celebrated by Virgil as one of the noblest 
ornaments of Italy. Its principal promontory, Sirmio, has been 
commemorated by CatulJus, as his favorite residence. 'Ve 
reached. Peschiera, a fortress on the southern extremity of the 
lake, at about half past two. The distance is about eighteen 
miles, over an excellent roa.d, generally descending, and always 
passing through corn fields, striped with vine~ with some swells 
at a distance cl'Owned with villages, and Ch-.1CS, and seats; 
while the .Alps formed a vast line to the north. Traces of 
hostility, as I before observed, arc ind('~c1 too visible in the 
neighbourhood of Verooa, where several severe skirmishes, and 
one decisive battle, took place during the late waf. The vine-· 

N 2 
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yards and mulberry trees, of course, were torn up or cut down 
by the armies as they p,assed along. However, I observed with 
satisfaction, that the peasants were busily employed in replant
ing them. At Peschicra, the lake terminates in the river l\iincio, 
which flows through the town, broad, deep, and clear as crystal, 
though almost as rapid as a mountain torrent. The trave]Jcr, 
when he beholds this river, the name of which is so familial' aud 
so pleasing to a classic ear, will recal to mind the passages in 
which Virgil describes its h~nks amI appearances. vVe contem
plated it for some time fi'om the bridge, and then went out of the 
town, and embarking without the gate, glided over the surt~lce of 
the lake, so smooth and clear, that we could distinguish the bot
tom at the depth of twenty or flvL'-and-twenty foot. The weather, 
though only the thirteenth of 1\1 arch, was as warm, and the sun 
as bright, as on a summer's day in England; though st')rnc 
clouds hung on the summits of the mountains, and a certain 
hUEiness dimmed their . sides. The borders of the lake towards 
the SQuth, though Jrd.tber fiat, yet rise sufficiently to display tG 

advantage the towns, 'Villages, and sea.ts, with tht~ olives, corn
fields, and vineyards that adorn them; and when lighted up by 
a. bright sunshine, present a very exhilarating prospect. The 
shores, -as they advance northward, assum.e a bolder asped, and 
exhibit all the vari~ties of A1pine scenery. Rocky promon ... 
tones;' preeipices, lofty hills, and towering mountains~ in aU 
lheir· grotesque, broken, and shapele6S appearances, rise in su<: .. 
~ession one above anothet; while the declining MIn, pmyiag 
upon the SOO\M,,~t cap:ped thei1' summits, tinged them with. 
-.anGUS hues, and at length spread over them n tltin veil of 
J,uuple. 

The penin,.tII.la of Sinnioae, ud the bolder pro~ . of 
-5 
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Minerbo, the former about seven, the latter about fourteen 
miles distant, appeared to great advantage from Peschiera, and 
grew upon the sight as we advanced. Sirmione appears as 
an island; so low and so narrow is the bank that unites it to the 
main land. Its entrance is defended, and indeed totally covered 
by an old castle, with its battlements and high antique tower in 
the centre, in the fonn of a Gothic fortification. The promon
tory spreads behind the town, and rises into a hill entirely 
covered with olives; this hill may be said to have two summits,·· 
as there is a gentle descent between them. On the nearest is a 
church and hermitage, plunderf:d by the French, and now un
inhabited and neglected. On the farthest, in the midst of an 
olive grove, stand the walls of an old building, said to be a 
Roman bath, and near it is a vault calJed the grotto of Catul1us. 
The ~tremity of this promontory is covered with arched ways, 
towers, and subterranean passages, supposed by the inhabitants 
to be Roman, but bearing, in fact, a strong resemblance to 
Gothic ruins. At all events, Catullus undoubtedly inhabited this 
spot., and preferred it, at a certain period, to every other region. 
He has expressed his attachment to it in some beautiful lines. 

Peutneularum Sirmio, insulnrumque 
OceDe, quascunque in Iiquentibus stagnis 
Marique vasto fert nten}ue NeptunuR: 
Quam te libenter, quamque ltetus inviso. Catull.3i. 

He eould not, in fact, have chosen a more delightful retreat. 
Ilithe centre of a magnificent lake, s\lrrounded~itb scenery of 
the greatest. variety and majesty, apparently secluded from the 
wor~ yet beholding from his garden the villas of his Veronese 
friends; be might have enjoyed alternately the pleasures of retire
ment and society; and daily, without the sacrifice of all his 
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cOIlncctions, which Horae{, seemed inc1ined to make, in a mo
ment of despondency, beheld the grandeur and agitation of 
the ocean, without its terrors and immcnsity. Besides, the 
soil is fertile and its surface varied; sometimes shelving in a 
gentle declivity, at other times breaking in craggy magnificence, 
and thus furnishing every requisite for delightful walks and luxu
rious uatlls; while the views vary at every step, prescntiug rich 
coasts or barren mountains, sometimes confined to the culti\'ated 
scenes of the neighbouring shore, and at other times bewildered 
and lost III the wmdings of thc lake, and the recesses of the Alps. 
In short, more convcnience and more beauty are seldom united; 
and such a peninsula is, as Catullus enthusiastically observes, 
scarcely to be matched in all the wide range of the world of 
waters. We left Sirmionc after sunset; and, lighted by the moon, 
glided smoothly over the lake to Dcscnsano, four miles distant, 
where, about eight, we stepped from the boat into a very 
good inn. 

So far the lake appeared very different from the description 
which Virgil has given in one expressive line, as his masterly 
manner is, of its stormy character. Before we retired to rest, 
about midnight, from our windows, we observed the lake calm 
and unruffled. About three ill' the morning I was roused from 
sleep by the door and windows bursting open at once, and the 
wind roaring roun~ the room. I started up, and looking 
out, observed by tlie light of the moon, the lake in the most 
dreadful agitation, and the waves, dashing against the wa1ls 
of the inn, anlfesembling the swellings of the ;cean, more than 
the petty agitation of inland waters. Shortly after, the landlord 

• Lib. I. Ep. XI. 
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entered my room with a lantern, closed the outward shutters, 
expressed some apprehensions, but at the same time assured me, 
that their houses were built to resist such sudden tempests as 
occasionally blew from the Alps, and that I might repose 
with confidence under a root: which had resisted full many a 
storm as terrible as that which occasioned our present aJarm. 
N ext morning, the lake, so tranquil and serene the evening be
fore, presented a surface covered with foam, and swelling into 
mountain billows, that burst in breakers every instant at the 
vcry door of the inn, and covered the whole house with spray. 
Virgil's description now seemed nature itself, and, taken from 
the very scene actually under our eyes, it was impossible not 
to exclaim, 

Teque 
.Fluctibus et frewitu assurgens, Benacp. marino. Geor. ii. 160. 

After breakfast (1\larch 14, Sunday), I walked up the road to 
Brescia, and from a high hill viewed the lake, its coasts, penin
sulas and promontories. The peninsula of Sirmione forms the 
most striking o~ject, as running between Peschiera and De
sensano; it divides the first and widest part of the lake into 
two .nearly equaJ spaces, and on account of the lowness and 
narrowness of the passage to it, appears like a beautiful and well 
wooded island. The next striking feature of the lake is the bold 
promontory of Minerbo, or ratl.1cr of San Pietro, and the Isola 
dei Venti. Behind this promontory and is'and, lies the river 
of SaIo, supposed to be one of the most picturesque parts of 
the lake. N early oppo~itc to San Pietro, stancls the town ot 
G.aJ'da, (founded in the middle ages), which now gives its name, 
to the lake. while anciently. the Jake ~ave its name to the sur-
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rounding territory, called Ager Bcnacensis,* whose inhabitants 
assembled for public purposes at Tusculanum. This toWll st.ill 
exists under its ancient appellation, near Salo. The remaining 
part of the lake is COIl cealed among the mountains,. and 
placed beyond the observation of one who stands in the neigh. 
bourhood of' Dcsensano. The waters of the lake arc of the 
finest sea green; its depth is unequal; in the narrow part~ from 
ten to forty, in the wider, from one hundred to three hun .. 
dred feet. The Benaeus is fed by several Alpine streams, and 
particularly tile Sarea, a river that still hears its Roman name: 
its only outlet is the Mincius. Hence this stream is sup .. 
plied with 8. perpetual flow of waters, and never ri~ or falls 
more than a few inches, while ot~lCr rivers are oftentimes almost 
dried up ill warm seasons, and swelled in wet months into an 
inundation. 

On the fifteenth we left Desensano, and passing through 
Rigoltela, alighted at the turn towards the peninsula, and visited 
Sirmione once more. We ranged,. as before, over the whole 

. promODtory, and examined its coasts, its productions, and its 
ruins more minutely. The eastern and western sides are formed 
principally of steep, craggy rocks, that sometimes rise into a 
'WaD, WId at other times descend in regular gradations to the 

• Maay georraphenJbp,oee, and pretead te ,fouod their suppositions, upoa 
ancient monuments, that the name of Benacus belonged not to a town) butlo, 
the lake itself only, and that the surrounding country was called Agtr Benacennl, 
ahd the inhabitants, Benllcenses. The lake is nO'*' known among t~e people 
of'tbe f.OUiJtry, as much by·the • .",.UatiOll <II Lap. de Beaaco, at .hlt of ~ 4f 
o.a,a. 



THROUGH ITALY. 97 

the water. 'rhe northern extremity is a grassy declivity. A 
vast mass of solid rock seems to form the basis of the promon
tory. It borders it on all sides, and shelving by degrees, ex
tends to a considerable distance visible, though under water, 
and losing itself almost imperceptibly in the deep. The views 
on all sides, excepting the south, are such anintennixture of 
level and mountainous, cultivated and barren, as cannot fail to 
interest even by its contrast; while from the northern point you 
discover the utmost borders of the lake, though their distance, 
Which is about thirty-five miles, and the dark shade of the super
incumbent mountains, involve them in dimness and obscurity. 
The produce of the hill consists principally of olive trees, plants 
evergreen indeed, but neith~r lofty nor luxuriant in foliage, nor 
of consequence well calculated to answer the purposes of orna
meI?t, shade, or shelter. They are, howel'er, productive, and the 
inhabitants are so sensible of their Yalue, that they contrive to 
plant them on the sides, and even in the clefts of the rocks, and 
sometimes raise walls to prop them WiWll in a situation too per
pendicular, or of" a form too spreading and extensive for the 
trunk. This instanc.e of exertion, and indeed many others, 
which I may introduce occasionally hereafter, together with the 
highly cultivated appearance of the country, have effectually 
removed some of OUf prejudices, and convinced us, notwith. 
standing the partial and hasty representations of certain travel
lers, that the Italians are a very laborious people, and that if 
they do not enjoy all the advantages attaclfed by Providence to 
industry, the fault is to be attributed, not to them, but to their 
lJUldlords and gOvernors. But though olives be the principal 

. produce 'Of,the peninsula, yet vines and corn are by no means 
e:i:chsded: on the contrary, vineyards occupy a considerable 
part of th,e first hill, particularly towards the wc.'\t, where, border~ . 

VOL. I. o 
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ing on the town and lake, a beautiful vineyard rises, end08ed 
with large laurels; and corn fills the spaces between the olive rows, 
and covers, the peninsula with verdure fr9m shore to shore. A 
large garden occupies the first hill immediately over the town, 
and contains, among other plants, some beautiful cypresses, 
favorite trees in all Italian gardens, both ancient and modern. 

After having wandered up and d<?wn these classic retreats, and 
read Catullus on the ruins of his residence; having observed 
again and again all the beautiful poiuts of view that ro~ 
around us, we were reminded by the setting sun of the necessity 
of retiring; and withdrew, reluctantly indeed, but with the satis
faction of having seen the Benacus;under all its forms of calm
ness, agitation, and returning tranquillity. We walked along its 
banks by the light of the moon, to Peschiera, six miles, and 
thence one more to Paradisino, a country seat belonging to Sig. 
Alberto Albertini, our banker at Verona. The house is in 
a lovely country, yet so situated as to enjoy none of its advan
tages; for t.hough it stands on the banks of the Mincio, and 
within a mile of the lake, yet it commands a view of neither. 
Its furniture is very indifferent, and the walks around, the prin
cipal of which, opposite the bouse, consists of a double row 
of cypresses, seem to promise neither shade nor shelter. To 
account for thiB deficiency, it would perhaps he sufficient < 

to observe, that the Italians, in gfucraJ,have very little 
taste in furBishing a house, or in layiogoJltgroutKls to 411. 
vantage; but in justice to the pro.prietOJ: of Paraciisi.n.o... ~ .,8t add, ,that the }"re~h ,had ,plundered ~. bQuse".and~~ 
down the .. greatest ·part of the wood .. tlmt,iUITouIWed ~t,I" 
~jtB nakedneM must, in 8QlDe degree. be ascribed, to ,.,. 
peral came of all the miseries of ltaJy, the destfOY~~~!_ 
the Fren<;h army. 
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• Before we take a last leAve of the Benacus and its borders, 
Verona and its vicinity, I must inform the reader that the lake, 
with all its stre-dms ancJ'surrounding hills, and, indeed~ the whole 
circumjacent country, has been rendered truly classical by 
having been made the scene or subject of many beautiful com
positions in the second Augustan age of Italy. Fracastorius, 
N augerius, Castilio, have invoked the N ympka Benacides; and 
Bembo has given the appellation of the Lake to one of bis most 
correct and most pleasing Latin poem~. The mountains and 
hills on its borders have been converted into the Arcadia of 
Italy, and peopled with a race of shepherds, that almost pva' in 
song the Grecian swains once soli can/t1Te periti, and far surpattl 
them in innocence and piety. But of all the 8trains in which 
these &eenes are oeIebrated, the most affecting are those ad. 
dressed by Fraeastoriul to his departed friend Flaminiu.. who 
waa himself one of the most tuneful natives of this bappy 
regIon. 

Te miserum ante diem, crudeli funere, Ma.rce 
Antoni I .etatis primo sub {lore cadenlem 
Vidimua extrema positllm BeRacicle ripl\, 
Qua_media inter san sonans Sarea abluit unit. 
Te ripe fievere Atkes.is, te voce vocare 
Audit., per noctem umbne manesque Catulli, 
Et patrios mulcere nova dulcedine lucoa. Syplz. lib. 1. 

Nest mornilllg we sent our carriages t?wards Mantua, and 
determined mproceed on foot, in order to explore the secret 
beautie$ 01 theM.incius, and to trace its classic batiks, hitberio 
.Dt~by u.e .foot of aDy British traveller. We took one .f._ Albelt.ini's men, aB hoMst lookm~ pmsaDt, for our guide," 
.mdd~ing the little bill on which Paradisiaostands.ad; 
. *need :cowards the hanb of the river. These banks ootlsiit tJi 

02 
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fine little broken hi11s, covered with vineyards and mulberry 
trces, interspersed with corn-fields and downs, with a rill occa· 
sional1y tumbling through a large chasItl on the -left. On the 
same side, on the highest part of the bank, stands the village of 
Salionche, and on leaving thig viII age you have a fine view 
over the river, between two swells, of the fortress of Ponte, at 
about two miles distance, backed by the Alps. Before you, on 
a hill, rises the old castle of Mosembano, with its two towers and 
long battlemented ramparts. .Beyond ita fine swell, crowned 
with a few solitary cypresses, attracts the attention, merely, I 
believe, by its apparent loneliness. Moscmbano stands high on 

" the right bank, anu as you approach, increases to your view. 
presenting a llandsome church, and a fine old castle. Opposite 
Mosembano, on the left, a fertile plain extends for the space of 
a mile, to a range of well wooded hills, adorned with a tower 
on the middle eminence callcd J\:fonte Vel to, and terminat
ing in the very picturesque bill and castle of Valeggio. A 
little beyond Mosembano, the scenery improves considerably; 
broken hills, increasing in magnitude, approach the river: trees, 
more frequent and more majestic, adorn their sides; the l\1:incius. 
spreading as it winds along, assumes the appearance of a mag
nificent river, while the castle of VaJeggio on the hill, and the 
fortified bridge of Bm'ghetto, in the vaHcy, form a very singular 

.'it 

and striking termination. The side of a high hill, on the left, is·' 
crowned with the house and garden of the Marquis Maffei, a 
name well known in literature. Borghetto is situated in a very 
beautiful valley: a high road runs across and' is flank~d withti 

, .. 
wall on each side~ strengthened with' towers, and .defended by 
three castles, one at each ,end, anddne iu,tbe middle;:fonnilfg~. 
bridge over the river. On the top ofa steep hill, rising imine
diately from the bridge or fortified road, stands the rOlna" 
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castle of Valeggio. In its centre rises a lofty lower, whfth the 
~ustrians were employed ill ~epairipg and raising, till the mo
ment of their final retre¥."The whole is now neglected, and 
wiJl undoubtedly, if the· present system remains in force much 
longer, become a heap of ruins. A little beyond the castle, 
from its highest rampart, we enjoyed one of the most delicious 
v~ews imaginable. To the south extended a plain almost inter .. 
minable, watered by the Mincius, covered with corn-fields, 
divided by mulberry trees and vines, intersected by various 
roads, and dotted with viJlas, villages, and towns. Among the 
latter, Mantua, Ht the distance of about fifteen miles, made the 
most conspicllous figure. To the east, rose the hills of Vicentia, 
and the more distant mountains of Arqua, amongst. which the 
peaked forms of Monte Selice, and Monte Ferro, were, even though 
so remote, yet very remarkable.. 'Vestward, and immedia
ately under the eye, lay the delightful valley of Borghetto, with 
its little town, its castle, its fortified bridge, and all its towers 
and battlements. An amphitheatre of hills partly encloses the 
valley with a rampart of woods and villages, and through its 
middle rolls the sea-green Mincins, tumbling in foam Ovcr two 
or three slight rocky layers. To the north, the churches and 
castles of Mosembano and Ponte, crown their respectiye hilJs, 
while the Alps, forming a vast semicircular Sl\reep from east 
t6' west, close the prospect with a broken line of blue rocks, 
snowy masses, and cloud-capt pinnacles. We here caught, for 
the first tilDe, an indistinct view of the vcry distant Apennines, 
running from west to south, and observed with surprise, that 
they were ~ti11, like the neighbouring Alps, covered with snow. 
We~~ElCeI).4edtfom the rampart, and following the hill to its 
~putb~rt ~tt~~i,ty,saw the Mincius 'rushing' fl~om the defile be
tween two eminences, (one of which, on the right, is called the 

5 
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Volta''Mantuana), and then sweeping along a wood, till it loses 
itself in the distant level. A'S thet!ay advanced, and the river did 
not promise any picturesque scene~y during its progro;s over the 
latoountry, we mounted our carriages in the town of Borghetto, 
and drove to Mantua, over a most fertile, wet] wooded, hjghly 
cultivated, and well peopled plain. 'Ve entered the furtress about 
six o'clock on the 17th of March.· 

The day after our amval we cro4lsed the lower lake, and 
vi&ited the village of Pietolc, anciently supposed by some to be 
Andes, where Virgil is said to have been born. It is about throo 
R'til~ distant from Mantua, on the banks· of the Mincius, " tardii 
ubi flexibus en-at Ingen!),,,. and consists of several neat cottag6, 
good' farm houses, and a handsome vmage church. .About half 
a mile southward on the road, and near the river, stands a large 
:tann, with two extensive gardens, and offices·' wdl walled in, 
funner)y belonging to the Imperial government, which granted 
it toa Mantuan citisen, Count Giberti, to defray the inte
felt of the money which be had advanoed for public pur
po&es. This farm is called Virgiiiana, and is said to have 
bdonged to the poet himself. The country around it and 
Pietole, is extremely fiat,but fertile, well wooded, and highly 
eoItivated. 

On the 19th (Friday), we took a boat 8'nd descended the 
Mindus, to the place where it fa}ls into the Po, about twelve 

t t t 

, ., ( ibought it Qeeeesaryt9 enter into ~very p!inute dettlils in. describil1l tile 
t :.. . ' ,,;. , , .', ' .. ',,", , 

banks of the 'Minciu8, as they are very little knowD, notwithstandiucthe·poe-
1lea18mJe of the river. . 
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miles below Mantua. The country through which ittlltW8 is 
SO low t that the river is generally embanked like a canal, 
and cannot be supposed; to exhibit any picturesque views; 
especially as the fields. around were still, in consequence of 
the late inundation, in many places covered with water. 
However, many trees, great fertility, and high cultivation, 
give it all the beauty it is capable of receiving; while 
s!veral neat cottages adorn the banks, and as the weather 
was extremely fine, appeared, when we passed t to much ad. 
vantage. At the beautiful village of Governolo, the Mincius 
makes a sudden bend, and shortly after loses itself in the Po. 
The breadth of this latter river, and the vast mass of waters 
which it rolled along. gave it a very magnificent appearance, 
and entitle it to the pompous appellation of Fluviorum Re.r;J 

if, as Addison justly, observes. its pre-eminence be confined 
to the rivers of Itu.1y. Though inferior to the Rhine or Danu~ 
III the extent of country it waters, it certainly surpasses the 
former, and equals the latter, at least at Vienna, in .its immense 
surface. Its waters, very different from the azure colour of the 
Mincius, were thick and yellow with mud; its banks are low, 
and the country around fiat, hence its freqllent aDd extensive 
inundation!. Its borders are lined with trees and viUages, and 
pleasing, though by no means picturesque. As the Po is a 
trtdy classic river, we walked for some time on its banks with 
great, sa.tistaction, and recalled to mind various passages' in 
Virgil, Ovid, Vida, in which its name occurs .. We then re .. 
turned to Governolo, and as we passed through, Tisited and 
admired its beautift'll dmreB, .w-hicb, unfortunately, owing· to the 
miw, oftbe· illimbitants,occaSioned' by the French invasion, 
b8 •• ~r,~.·ft*tl,:tJ1) : and fur!¥i&1red rot- diviD'esetvice. We 
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were tlen drawn up the river by our boatmen, and .. ~rrived at 
:Mantua about five. The classical reader will naturally suppose, 
that while we ranged along the banks of the Mincius, or glided 
down its stream, we frequently recurred to Virgil, and endea
,"oured to apply his descriptions to the borders of his favorite 
river, and the scenery of his native fields. In fact, we perused 
his pastorals and Georgics during our tour, and after having 
examined -and applied them to the face of the country, as it 
now appears, have been led to the following conclusions. 

Virgil composed his Eclogues t in order to enrich his language 
witia a species of poetry till then unknown .!n Latin, and that he 
might succeed the bt.>tter, he took Theocritus, the Prince of }>as
.toral Poets, forhls model. With little regard to originality, he 
pretended to no more than the honor of being the first Roman 
who imitated the Sicilian bard. 

Prima Syracosio dignata est ludere versu 
N oatra, nee erubuit sylvas habitare Thalia. Eel. n. 

And made n9 difficulty of borrowing the sentiments, images, 
and even descriptions of his master. We are not therefore, 
generally speaking, to look into Virgil's pastorals for delinea
tions of Mantuan scenery, nor expect to find in them many 
llnmixt and peculiar allusions to the Mincius and its borders. 
His object was to copy the original, not to give a new picture of 
his own composition. I have saidgel1erally, because in two 
p~torals, the first and tbeninth, the. poet treats professedly of 
that .rjv~r, Mantua; an~ th~! neigbbov.ri~g country; and .in the 
seventh, tbo\\gh the; namCf;.,Jlre Greek, the two contending shep
herds, Arca~ns,. and ,the &tenefwe lllust suppose, Grecian.aiso, 
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yet, by an inaccuracy, not unusual in pastoral compositions, 
he introduces the Mincius, with its characteristic reeds and its 
verdant banks. 

Hie viridc!J tener.a praetexit arundine riput 
Mineius. 

In the two former the poet certainly means to describe 8()me 

of tbe fi~atures of his own little possession, aud by t lwse features it 
is evident, that it lay at the foot, or in the immediate neigh
bourhood of the hills, not far from Vallcggio, neal' which toWn 
they begin to subside, and graduuny lose themlilelves in the iM-
meuse plain of MaRtua. ~. 

Qua Be BubdlKere colles, 
Ineipiunt, mollique jugum demittere clivo. Eel. n:. 7-16. 

On no other part of the banks of the l\iincit1s, ate to be disco
vered either the" bare rocks," that disfigurcd the farm ofTitytus, 
or the" towering crag" that shaded the pruner, as he sung, ot 
the "vim'-clad grotto," where thc shepherd reclined, or the 
" bushy cliff," whence" the browsing goats seemed as if suspend
ed," or "the lofty mountains," which, in the evening, cast their 
"protracted shadows" over the plain. The" spreading beech" 
indeed, and "aerial elM,'" still delight in the soil, and adorn the 
banks of the Mincius, in all its windings. From these observations 
may be inferred, the impropriety of fixing Virgil's farm at Pietole, 
Or Virgiliana, in the immediate vicinity of Mantua, while the poet 
represents it as at the distance of at least sQme miles, or a walk, 
deemeellt>ng even: for active young "hepherds : 

Cantantes, licet usque, minus via IfBdet, eamlJF. 

VOL. I. 
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Of the' tomb of Bianor we at present know nothing; but as 
sepulchral monuments, unless formed of valuable materials, or 
standing in the immediate neighbourhood of cities, have gene
rally, been respected, or at least neglected, I have no doubt 
but that some vestiges of it might be discovered by a diligent 
investigator, on or llear some of the roads leading from the hills 
to Mantua. 

The observation whic!l I have just made, that Virgil's pas
torals ought, in genera], 10 be considered, not as pictures of real 
scenery, or as conveying his own fe~lings and sentiments, but as 
meretu8'llS poctici, composed in imitation of Theocritus, leads 
me to another, which, though unconnected with the Mincius, 
will, I hope, recommend itself by its o~ject, which is to rescne 
the memory of the first and purest of poets, from a very odious 
and ill-founded suspicion. Every critical reader knows, that the 
s~t>ject of the second pastoral, though it has exposed Virgil to 
\he ,charge alluded to, is taken from Theocritus, and that many 
images, scntiments, and even expressions, arc copied literally, 
and almost verbatim, ti:om the Sicilian poet. This circum
sUlnce, alone, is sufficient to clear the writer, from the suspicion 
~rany personal application; especially when we recollect, the 
contempt with which he elsewhere speaks of a character to whom 
he attributes such a propensity, and whom he seems to have 
introduced for the express, purpose of branding him, with in
faIuy.1if The truth is, that he who judges of the morality of the 
Latin poets, from a few detached passages in their works, must 
form' a very unfair estimate of theirpba~acter.; ~nd impute to 

• Tu quoque, L. x. 325. 
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them .criminal habits, of which they were not probaoly capa
ble. Pliny, the younger, to excuse himself for having composed 
some sportive verses, pleads the example of Cicero,'!/.' and cites a 
passage from Catullus,t importing, that however blameless the 
manners of the poet should be, his verses may be playful, and 
even lascivious. Ovid adopts the same idea, and holds it forth 
as a justification of his own wanton compositions.t 

The modern Italians have' imitated the ancients III this re
spect, and some of the most cIassicarwrilers of the sixteenth 
century, though eminent for the unblemished innocence of their 
lives, have, in lllOJ.nents of poetical playfulness, emplo,1ed ex
pressions, which, if )itt~rally understood, may be censured as 
licentious. I admit that the reasoning of Pliny is by no means 
satisfactory, and that the rule laid down by Catu])us is both ab
surd and immoral, and I most readily pass condemnation on 
cvery loose and indecent expression, in whatsoever composition 
it may be found. But as the ancients seem to have adopted 
this rule, and acted upon it, I contend that it authorizes us to 
acquit Virgil of the odious charge brought against him, by some 
systema!ical grammarians, and ignOrdllt commentators, especially 

• Plin. Lib. v. Ep. S. 

t Scimus nlioqui hujus opuseuli illam esse verissimam legem quam Catullus, 
e1pressit. 

Nam casturo esse decet pium poetam 
·Ipsum, verSieulos nibn necesse est: 
Quiturie denique habent salem & leporem, 
Si Bunt molliculi & parum pudici. P!in. Lib. 1 v. Ep. 14 . 

. ~CFede roibi Ill. di~tant a carmine nostri, 
VitQ. v.erecuuda est, Musajocosa Cuit. 

p2 
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as it is. supported by mere traditional tales and conjectural 
auecdo tes. >Yf 

Above and below Mantua, the Mincius spreads into two 
lakes, called the Lago di Sopra, and the Lago di Infra; the 
space between, the breadth of which entitles it to a similar ap
pellation, is called the Lago Mezzo. Virgil a1Judes to this vast 
expansc, when, in the third Georgie, he promises to erect a 
temple to Augustus, near Mantua. 

Et viridi in campo templum de marmore ponam 
Propter aquam, tardis ingens ubi flexibus errat 
Mincius. • • . • . S Geor. :1.111 • 

.... 
The banks of the Mincio, above Mantua, are rather higher' 

and a little more picturesque, particularly on the right side of 
the river, near the Cremona road, than below the town; several 
large farms rise on its borders, and its reeds wave ovcr them, 
~ ut\ual in forests . 

. Mantua is a large C"ity, with spacious streets, and ~ome fine 
~iices. Its cathedral, built nearly upon the same planas Santa 
Maria Maggiore, at Rome, is a very regular and beautiful edifice. 
The nave consists of a double row of Corinthian pillars, sup
porting, not arches, but an architrave and cornice, with a range 
of windows ~ov.e, ~ niches in the il)iien;tls between them. 
Another row of pillars, of the same order, on either side, 
forms a double aisle .. The ehoir consis~ of a semicircular recess 
behind the altar. Between the choir @d the. nave rises a v~ry 
no\)le do~ decorated with, piJastem and fiDe paintings. The 

See ~pe'8 Letter to Swift on Gay's death; letter LX v. 
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trall8ept, on the left, te.rmi.nates. in the chapel of the Holy Sa
crament, an hexagon, with a te'cpss for the altar, surmounted 
with a dome, adorned with paintings and arabesques, in the 
best style, presenting, in the whole, an exquisite specimen of 
Mautuan taste. 

The day after our arrival happened to be the festival of St. 
Anselmo, patron of Mantua. At evening service, about six 
o'clock, the cathedral was illuminated ill the finest manner ima. 
ginable. Double rows of lustres lighted up the nave; the aisles 
and arcades had as many clusters (}f torches, as there were 
arches and pillars; while a thousand chandeliers, suspended 
from the dome, sh" a blaze of light on the choir and altar. . . . 

The music might have been deemed he8IVenly, had it not 
been rather too theatrical, and, like all Italian church music, 
performed with violins; however, the org'dn sometimes inter
posed, with all its solemnity, and some bursts in chorus were 
truly celestial. The venerable old bishop presided in full pon
tific majesty; the crowded congregation were silent, orderly, 
and pio\ti, and the scene, though perhaps too glaring and stage
like for English taste, yet, on the whole, was splendid, and 
even awful. The statue of the Saint, was as large as life, and 
fmmerly of massive silver, but the lJ'rench conceiving that 
000 ot wood was sufficient for aU the purpOics of exhimtion, 
eoIlverted the silver to other uses. The next, and I believe, 
the ,only remaining ell-arch worth particular atten,tion, is that of 
St. ~'Andrew. It is al80 Ii Latin cross, without aisles, with 
adome'ia the section. It ~ontaiR. some fine pictures, and is 
painted 811 over, iJi..,a very b'eautiflM maoner. ,," . Sev'eral other 
eiturdi'efJ, and maRY public build.,aueh as the porte, with ita 
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hal1s; the Palazzo della Giustitia; that of Gonzaga; that in 
... 

the suburbs, called the J)ala~::zo de T. on account of its form, 
with its apartments; together with sereral private mansions, 
merit attention. In fact, Giulio Romano, an architect and 
painter of the first eminence, and a disciple of Raphael, devoted 
his time and superior talents to the embellishment of :Mantua, 
and adorned it with many a magnificent pile, and lllany a noble 
painting. The house of this celebrated artist is shown to 
strangers, and as it was erected by himself~ it certainly deserves 
to be visited. The taste ot liiulio, ill architecture, seems to have 
be~.m manly and bold; he was fond of strength and lllc~esty, but 
sometimes inclined to encumber his edifices with too much 
mass, and too many ornaments. 

Mantua can boast an antiquity superior c,'en to that of Home, 
~nd is represented by her native poet, not without some historical 
truth, as existing so early as the tin~e of Eneas. 

Hie etiam patriii> agmen det Ocnus ab oris 
I~atidjcre Mandis et TU8Ci filius amnis : 
Qui muros, matl'isque dedit tihi, Mantua,llomen, 
Mantua dives avis. /Eneid. x.. HJS. 

Mantua shared the prosperity of Rome, underwent her dis
asters, felt all the vicissitudes of the middle ages, and emerged 
thence, like the other great Italian cities, into liberty aud inde
pendence. At length it became subject to one of its own power
ful families, and acknowledged the Gonzagas as Dukes and 
Sovereigns. This form of government remained for near two gun
dred years, when the last Duke, taking up aI'Il)s against the 
Austrian interest,.was driven from his statfiS, and di~d ill exile, 
at Padua, in 1.1708. Mantua, :while free, and even under the 
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dominion of her own dukes, enjoyed no small share of riches and 
prosperity. Her walls" were supposed to contain about fifty 
thousand inhabitants. She was often engaged in wars with the 
neighbouring states, and had her full proportion of vietory 
and honor. The arts and sciences tiouridH~d in her territories, 
and numberless palaces adol'lled her streets, her squares, and 
her suburbs. But thi~, golden age dosed at the Austrian in
vasion. The city was plundered, sevcral of its antiquities 
carried off or defaced, and its independence finally sacrificed to 
Austrian ambition. In the late war, it had the misic)1·tulle of 
undergoing twice the horrors of a siege, and is now anncxccl-to 
the Italian republic, to share its nominal independence and real 
·slayery. It must ill justice bc owned, that the arts and sciences 
had not been neglected by the Austrian government. An Impe
rial academy was erected, a noble palace devoted to its meetings, 
and a fine assemblage of anti(luities, collected in its galleries. 
The inscription over its entrance is as follows: 

INGREDERE. HOSPES. ET. MIRA'RE. 
QU1K GRA ECORLTM. ET. ROMANORUM. 

AN'!'JQllI. AEVI. MONUMENTA. 
CVM. PRINCJPI8. TUM. CIVIVM. MUNERE. 

IN. HOC. MU8EO. CONLECTA. 
SPECTANDA. '1'J Ol. EXHIBET. 

VIRGILll. PATIliA. 

The most· inh;'resting ol~jeet in this col1ection, was the well
kno~vn bust of Virgil, which, as may be casily supposed, the IVfau,
t\t3JlS' (llways lloint· out to strangers, with peculiar complacency. 
It. teem's, that at ·the end of the fourteenth century, a statue of 
V)rgilstm on an . elevated pedestal, in the Pia.zza delle Erbc, 
when "Carlo,Ma1atf'lta, one of the brutal chieftains of tl~e times, 
ignorant of every art but that of war, and knowing, probably, 
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nothing of Virgil but his name, in one of his triumphal pro
cessions, ordered it to be thrown down, and cast into the 
lake. The reason for this act of sacrilegious violence, is charac
teristic both of the hero ami of the times, "The honor of a 
statue belongs," said he " to Saints only, and ought not to b(~ 
prof~U1ed by being communicah:d to scribblers and buffoons," 
The bust in question, is supposed to be the head of this very 
statue, and as such, it was crowned with ivy hy the Duke V cs
pa:sia'FJ, and erected in the prin('ipal hall of his palace, about the 
year ]/'>80. The ivy, which was real, and on1y covered with a 
nne varnish, to preserve it the longer, on being touchcd, many 
years after, fell into dust; but the bust survived the plunder of 
the ducal palace, on the entrance of the Austrians, and' was 
placed in the acadcmical gal1ery, where it remained till the 
'year 1797. The French no sooner became masters of Mantua, 
than they began to pillage its gallery, and pilfer its most valua
ble articles. Among them was the bust of Virgil, which they 
carried off, notwithstanding ~he intreaties of the Mantuans, 
while, with cruel mockery, they celebrated civic feasts in honor 
of the poet, and erected plaster busts in the place of his marble 
statues. Such is the taste of this nation, such the honors it pays 
to the andents ,. 

• We were prescnt at one of these exhibitions. In the m,iddle of the great 
square wu erected an ill-proportioned pillar, about ten: feet bigh. On it was 
JIWed a plaster bust of Virgil. Four leSser pillan, svpp19."ti,D8' feur ot""t 
plaster busts, joined by garlands, formoi a sort of square ~cloa.,e. #1~ Virr.'. 
bust. was crowned with laurel, and frona it bung gal'lands, extending ~the 
other four, These garlands or festoons, instead of hanging loose and wavin, 
~ull, in the air, were drawn tight, and con~quently, as motionless as ropes. 
AroltlJd this ridieulou pageant, the French troops drew'1I, and paraded.· "". 
iDhabitanta eeemea purposely ~ keep aloof. 
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The circumstances ,which I have just related, . prove, at least. 
that the l\-Iantuans haye never been indifferent· to the memory 
of their celebrated cOll,ntryman, as some travellers have pre
tended; and that they have Jot been wanting in the cree
tionQf becoming monuments to. his honor, as often, and in 
as magnificent a manncr, as the vicissitudes of the times would 
allow. Even during all the rage and tempest of the late 
war, while contending armies hovered round their walls, and 
the roar of artillery resoul)ded in their ears, they had plann~ 
a public garden' at Pietole, and laid out a considerable 
piece of ground in walks and grovcs, in the centre of which' ~ 
temple was to rise, and a statue to be erected, in honor of the 
immortal Poet. Thus they would have accomplished the grand 
dcsign so finely unfolded in the third Georgie, adorned the 
classic Mincius with a fabric becoming its fame, and bestowed, 
with more propriety, on the acknowledged virtueS of their coun
tryman, the honors which he intended, with a flattery, pardon
able, because the result of gratitude, for the very equivocal merit 
of Augustus. But the second siege of Mantua put an end 
to this project; the gates were thrown down, the en~losures 
torn up,. the plantations destroyed, and tbe whole scene of rural 
beauty, and poetical illusion, stained with blood, and abandoned 
to devastation. 

On the twel1ty~thifd of March, :we took leave ·of Mantua, ex
tremely well pleased with the general appearance of the td$i{:D, 
andcoDvinced, that it is far more flourishing at present, than it 
~s to have been in ancient days. In ettent it is consider
w~nq~i,nsigDifi~t in population, and in magnificence equal 

" , 
·V~··.I. 
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to most cities; circwnstances, which place it far above the 
epithet of p61"lJa, appli~ to it by Martial. 

Tantum magna suo delft Verona Catullo 
QU8Rtum fJarfJ(J BUO Mantua Virgilio.-

The road toCremona, for some miles, borders on the Minoo, 
and runs close 'to its reedy banks, as long as it forms the Lago 
de Sopra, that is, till it turns northward, as it comes down 
from the hills of Borghetto. As the road is formed on the 
ancient Via Posthumia, it ilS strait and even, runs through 
several pretty villages, or rather litt1e towns~ and traverses a 

ItJ:trp;ct 'of country, intersected by various streams, and luxuriantly 
fertile. 

-------------
The following pretty lines, addre~sed to Mantua, in the days of its greatcRt 

glory,' are not inapplicable to it, e,'en in its present humiliation and distrcil8 : 
Felix Manttla, c;i'Vitatumooolle, 
~ l\1"", ~ ~rtat Uilq'Je & usque 
Cla11l.Dl reddere genUbus, prohis'lue 
Ornate iqg~iis virorum, & armis! 
'fe frbgultl fhci1is, poten$(Jue rerum 
Tellus, te celehrem faeit virente • 

Qui ripe, cal ... i'ij'Ue ie.nOS1l8 

~ni tl!J.rapte ~cius, sus~rrat, 
Et qui te lacu!! intrat, advenisque 
Dites mercibu8 invehit carinas. 
Quid palatia cuba,., quid deorum 
Templq" Cl.w,,'fIteIDq.-.D,l, ,,1-., (It, ""lJi~, 
140._ nl.\bibqli, a~"l"' prop\nq\i¥ 1 ., 
Pu; Becura l~o,qu~sque millis -
Tnrbata exsi1iis,frequensqrietetuib 
&Dlper eopia,'& ardttJll ,~~ 
l'eti1l1doU8, !Oetltiuq., ~ ,_ ' 
Tantia Mantua dotibul ~t&.-M. Ant. l''{amin. Car. Lib. L!O. 
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CR.EMON A-RIVER ADDU A-I·LA.lCEN'l'lA-'l·Ul~ TREBl.l.-PARMA

REGGIO-l\IODENA-ITS LIBRARY, AND CELEBRATED LIBRARI

ANS-MURA TORI-TIRABOSCHI. 

CREMONA is rendered interesting to the classic reader, by 
the well-known verse of Virgil, 

Mantua Vie misene nimium vicina CremODm. Befog. IX. 28. 

And the- accurate observation of Tacitus. Hunc eJitunn C1'''' 
'tnona kabuii • • • • . . bellift externis inlacta, ciftlibUl'i1lj'eli.'l:. In 
fact, these few words contain the whole hiStory Of this city" 
which, fQUnded by one of tDe Celtic tribeti that occupied the 
JlI,}Vthern parts of lta.ly~ was colonized and fortified by. the 
u.mans, about" the commencement of the second Punic war, as 
a., ra.mpart against the approaching attack of Hannibal. £Rite 
strength .. ts. walls, or the eoumge of its inha.bitants, presel1M 
~,~ fro~, ,t~, ,fu·r1 of this formidable inMader •. .and it "''lCnt· ad 
'i~~ing in numbers, size, and opulence, till by its attaclullent 
~thf:Cl\use of the .. senate, and of lilJerty, it qrew down upon 
Itse}f~,Jr~ of the Triumvirs"and iooun:ed for-feiture 

Q2" 
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and confiscation.- Its fidelity to Vitellius, or ItS mIstaKen 
prudence, calculating on the supposed superiority of his in .. 
terest, exposed it to the rage of Vespasian's partisans, who 
besieged, took, plundered" •. and redu~cd it to a heap of ashes. 
Shortly after it rose from its ruins; but rose to experience the 
disasters of war and revolution, and share the long and pain~ 
ful agonies of the expiring empire.. However, it survived 
all its reverses, and after having been the prey of Goths .. and 
Lombard!:!, Frenchil8.nd Germans; after having enjoyed a pre· 
carious Jiberty, and then borne the light Joke of the sovereigns 
~f Milan; it is, for the present, annexed to that sickly abortion 
~of French influence, misnamed the Italian Hepublic. 

Cremona is a large and wel1-built city, adorned with many 
noble edifices, and advantageously situated on the northern bank 
of the PV: Its cathedral, of Gothic,or rather mixed architecture, 
was begun in the year 1107, and continued, at different periods, 
but not completely finished, till the fourteenth century. Its front is 
lined with white and red marble, and highly ornamented, though 
in a singular and fanciful style. It contaillsseveral beautiful 
altars and u.w paintings. One chapel in particular merits 
attention."It is that which is set apart for the preservation of 
the relics of the pIjmitivc martyrs. Its decorations are simple 
and chaste,its colors ~ft and pleasing. The ashes of the "sainted 
dead" reP<fe in urns and,,;satcophagi, placed in niches' in the 
wtfll.regularly disposed 00 each side'''ofthe _chapel; after the 
mil"nerof the ancient Roman sepulchr~' It is sman~ -but ·itS 
IroPOrtiODs, .form, and fpmiture, are sO 'appropriate 'and we1l 

--~J~,~------~--~~----~-----~-~. ------~--~~ 

The .ooasequebC8S oftllis eonfiscation1'eacbed'theMllDtuan territory. uII 
If 

eceati.,uie Well Down, theftight aad the ftIIecessive tame of Virgil. 
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combined, that t~ey produce a very beautiful and perfect whole. 
The Baptistery, which, according to the ancient manner still 
preserved in many o~ the ~~~at towns of Italy, is a separate 
building near the cathedral, contains in the centre a' font of 

:.rious form and workmanship, cut out of one immense block of 
party-coloured marl;>le. The tower is of great height and sin
gular architecture. The view fi'om it is extensive, taking in 
the towll with its streets; the roads that.. cross the ~ountry in 
strait lines, in various directions; the Po, winding along almost 
close to the walls, and intersecting the immense plains of the 
Milanese; the Alps to the north, and the Apennines to the 
south-west, both covered w,ith snow, and occasionally half 
veiled with passing clouds. Such was the prospect we beheld 
from the top of tile Torazzo. The public palace, (or so the 
town-hall is, not improperly, called in Italy, and most of the 

'churches, but particularly that of St. Pietro al Po, are worthy 
the attention of the traveller; since, with several objects which 
correct taste must blame, they contain many which it will 
admire. 

Crcmona has produced her proportion of genius adtl talent, 
both in ancient and modern times, but among all h~ sons, 
none have contributed more to her' reputatioa \ than Marcus 
Hieronymus V ida, the first poet of the secol'Jd Augustan age 
of Roman literature, and sometimes not lqWeservedly. sty¥d, by 
his admirers,· the Christian Virgil. . Every reader is acquainted 
with the poetical tribute ~hich Pope has paid to his memory, 
in his;£asay on Criticism w; ~ and all, who peruse Vida's works, 
wi1l~~~owledge that tHe compliment is not misplaced. But 
litera1ye)t~lence . w~n~ther the t;()le, Il()f the principal, merit 
of Vida: piety.aei ,pUrity, Qf morals. unsullied even by.SllSpi .. 
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cion, graced his early years, and a 3e2llk!nq d"cbarge of every 
episcopal d:utyemployed him from the middle to the close'" of 
life.. He was buried in his cathewal at Alba: ;" and ~ cenotaph 
»t said to haTe been erected to his honor, in the cathedral at 
CremQoo; though we used much research and enquiry in vai~ 
endeavours to discover it. I shall conclude this account of 
Cremona.. with some verses, taken. from a hymn of this poet, 
wh~ wtth\:be passage of ~acitus inserted above, wj)l suffice 
to g+Jre the reader some Dotion both of the history and territory 
of Cremooa. The verses are addressed to our Blessed Saviour, 
and express a Christian sentiment in the purest language of Hea
then :p0ett'y. 

Tum veri, Graium obliti mendacia, vatl's 
Fuoora per gentes referent tua, carmine verso, 
~ 

AtqU8 t«is omnes resonabunt luudibus urbes. 
Pr~sertim l~tam ltaliro felicis ad oram, 
Addua ubi vagus, et mUSCOfiO Serius amne 
Purior ~ectTo tortoque simillimus angui ; 
Qua JleX ftu¥iorum Eridanus Be turbidus infert, 
Mllmia turrigerre strillfens male tuta Cremome, 
Ut sibi jam te-dis vix temperet unda caducis.-Christiados VI. 885-890 . 

.... ~, 

lf tho reader' wishes to S(~ the history of Cremona, the beau-
ties of its district, and; the achie~ments and talents of its inha
DitaD1ls, .t ott;, in the most splendid c@lors of par.tial eloquence, 
he. maJ read: th. pleadings or AfJtiO~B trJ:es., attribu.a!d to this 
autlWla. and.' suppo8flll to have been prOO(Jl'IRCeflibefure com ... 
..,..n. judges, at Malan, ,em a 'lutsti01l of. precedency, between 
Cmmona and~ Pa-vip 

Irom Clemons., to the. forttess·tJ1f P.iZzi&hi;to:n:~. are, ~Wo 
aBort, 8tages~, We t~ passed! the-.Ad.dat a· very- Dobie· ri'f.,,-;9;D 
a ilyiag:bri~~ This river' is NpI'Mentad, byCl~.n" .'1., 

S 



THROUGH ITALY. ltD 

markable for the ceruleal1 tints of its '\Qves_ and lis united to the 
Tasino, in a ver1"pretty verse. 

Cella lavant puleller Ticinus et Addua visu 
ill! CreruluB. 

The country continues populous and fertile, but displays more 
forest wood. Castiglione, with various little towns and villages, 
appears rich and beautiful. Thct;lce the roads were deep and 
hoot owmg to the late inundati()ns.~ Towards sun~t. we arrived. 
at the Po, ~Uld passing it on a flying bridge, entered Plactlltia, 
March 2Sd. 'This city, as well as Cremona, was built and 
colonized by the Romans, about two hundred and eighteen 
years before Christ, and, not long after, served as an asylum to 
the Roman army, when defeated by Hannibal, at the Trebia. 
It was afterwards assaulted by that Carthaginian, but in vain; 
and like Cremona, was dCitined to ·suffer more from the:.mad
ness of citizens, than from the fury of invaders. More fortunatt\ 
however, than the latter, though attacked by a party of 
Vitellians, it resisted with success, and in the bloody contest, 
had. only to lament the loss of its a~phitheatre, remarkable, it 
seems, f~ its capaciousness and architecture. This edifice, 
like that of Verona, stood without the walls, and was of courfie 
exposed ~~ the fury of the assailants. It seems to have been 
principally of wood, as it was consumed by fire;"'a circumstance 
which, in our ideas, must take away mudt of its pretended 
splt-..ndor: but,- whatever wgte its materlh1s, its extent ~as, at 
that time, unequalled ; and it stood, the pride of Placen&', an,f . 
the e~vy'· of. the. neighbQwillg cities. I t was set on fire when 
~u.~u.keP t~e town, either by chance, which is more 
probiltle. cjr) perhaps, a.s. the Placentians suspected, by the 
malice ofsOJ.ne incendiaries, who took $Ivanta~e of the confu.. 
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sion of the contest, and was reduced to ashes. It perished, 
however, at a fortunate period, and with all its"glory around it; 
for, had it survived only a few years, its fame would have been, 
eclipsed by the splendor and .,.agnificence of th~ gigantic 
Coliseum. 

Placentia, after havipg frequently changed masters, was an
nexed to ,Parwa, and remai~ so till the expulsion of the late 
duke, when, with the whole of its territory, it was occupied by 
the Prench. It iii a large and well-built city.. Its cathedral .,.. 
is Saxon: the town-house, with some other public buildings in 
the great square, Gothic. Several churches, particularly that of 
St~ Agostino, are of fine Roman architecture, and some adorned 
with paintings of great celebrity. rrhe great square is orna· 
mented with two brass equestrian statues; one of the celebrated 
Alexander Farnese, the other, of his brother Ranuccio: they 
are much admired, particularly the fonner, for attitude, anima
tion, and drapery. Many of the convents, some of which are now 
"uppressed, seem to have been magnificent. -

The neighbourhood of Placentia is, perhaps, more 'interesting 
tban the town itself, as it has been the theatre of many bloody en .. 
gagementS. The first, and most remarkable, occurred shortly after 
the fou.ndation ~f the city, about three miles from it, and its scene 
lies on the banks o'the Trebia. We "jsited thespot,withLivy 
a,.s outride,'and I n&<i not add, ,bat we fOund his description 
extreme'ly accurate. It DlUSt, indeed, be observed, in justice to 
~egreat writers of antiquity, that tb6r pict~res so resemble ~e 
objeetsthey'are intended to represent, that a traveller might im~ 
glile tJ:tey had cu.waysbeen sketched on the spot itself, and jn,~ 
very ~at of aetion. 'the banks, though low, are yet sutfiejeptly 
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de",atoo. in a military sense, not indeed at the very eonfitJeDCe 
~ the two riven, the Po and the T .. ebia; hut a little higher 1Ip 
'the latter, where the battle took place, the strealU is wide enough 
to form a line of defence, an3 Jet, &hallow enough to be in maDY 
pbc~ fordable. Its sides, particularly on the right au you 
ascend the stream, where Mago lay in ambush, are still covered 
with reeds and brusb-lrood. After these observation. merel,. 
applying the present SCetlny td~*tte historian'saescriptiol1, the 
reader need lXlt open Livy, and he will become 8. speclaJor of 
~ action, 90 QIoody and disastrous to the RoqmlU. But the 
banks of the Trebia have been the theatre of more contests 
than one, nor is the last-mentioned, though the most illustrious, 
without doubt, either the most bloody or the Dl~ decisive. 
It is well known that a mcmorable battlc between the French 
and· the Russians, under the command of lVIarshaI Suwarrow, ,.. 
was fought 011 the same spot, the banks of the Treoia, and at-
tended with more important consequences. It ia said to baNe 
lasted two days, and to baTe been supported with the utmost 
obstmacy on both sides. The llWilians, 'IT ho advruuced witt.. 
theit- usual firmDeli and impetuosity ~ were thrice driven back ia 
,d$ay : ~at length tke Mushai, wid!. the. look» anti voice of a 
Fury, led tlumJ 00 to a murt:h attack, ... hen thel1"WJhed iato the 
'bed (Jf the riTer, and with horrible shouts and _reall18. tea oaee 
!Mt'e upon tDeeneaiy. Resi1utanec 'Was n01l ,overpowered: the, 
trench &d in O)ni.tsion; t»e hamb weJe stre~ witiltthodiet, 
lad 6.e fiela. ~ witb-' fugitives. The conaequene lof this 
~or1-aI 1M ~be de:J.iN-enu\oe ;()f Italy, .ftom the. 
~ '-·m.pMily of 6 French amrles.; a d.cliv,yrance Which, 
~~ior~ Jt amte inmn-ai cjf repoSe, woukl pettIap haYe 
~~~. of A Mag·era. of ·tcaDGfuIllitJ,.hd die 

R 
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same spirit continued to animate the armies, and the same 
union prevailed ,in the cabinets of the confederates. But thit 

" battle, however bloody and important, will pass, unnoticed, 
in the long register of contests bJiween different tribes of in .. 
vading barbarians; perhaps the very names of the generals may 
sink into oblivion, with the leaders of the Goths and Vandals, 
of the Huns and the Lombards: while the " Battle of Trebia" 
'Yilllive for e~r in the pagel:of Livy, the names of Hannibal 
and ~fago, of Scipio And Sempronins, reconlcd uoth by the 
historian and - the poet, will continue to delig¥ the youthful 
reader, and a thousand generations contemplate with emotion: 

Cannas et Trebiam ante oculos, Thraijimenaque busta, 

Silo Ital, lib. XI. 345. 

',," 

From Placentia we proceeded to Parma, on the Via Emilia. 
This road was ma4e by Marcus Emilius Lepidus, about one 
hUQdred and eighty-seven years before the Christian era, has 
been kept in good repair,.and is still excellent. We crossed 
over several rivers, and passed through some pretty towns. 
These rivers generaHy retain their ancient name, with little varia~ 
tion, and descending from the Apennines, fall into the neigh
bouring Po. Dte principal are theChiavenna, theOngina, the 
Stivona, andthe Tjro. Among the towns, Fiorenzuala, anciently 
Florentiala, ·and S. D,pnnino, deserve, most attention. A t or 
near) the latter, ,formerly Fidentiobl, SyUa Qefeated the Marian 
general, Carbo, and·dispersed, or utterly. det!troyed, bis army 
41lOlit tweb, miles to the south of .FI6reDzuala, once stoQd the 
town .of Velleia, ruined by . the . sudden filll of ~rt of theneigll,
bQurln$ ~O\U1tain, as~s.upposed, about too end of. the fo,. 
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century. Several excavations were made amongst the ruins, 
it 1700, and the four following years; but the difficulty of 
penetrating through the vastJuasses of rock that cover the town, 
was so great, that the work was su~pended, and, I believe, never 
since renewed. This want of spirit, or of perseverance, is 
much to be regretted, as few enterprises promise so fairly, or 
seem so likely to reward the labour. The dreadfhl catastrophe 
is supposed to have been BuddIn, and the in1\abitants, with 
their furniture and property, buried in one tremendous crash: 
it is, therefor~ highly probable, that more medals, coins, and 
books, may be found here than in Herculaneum, where gradual 
ruin gave the inhabitants time to remove their most precious 
and portable effects. Besides, the latter town, with Pompeii, 
and the various cities· that studded the Neapolitan coast, were 
Greek colonies, and appear to have paid but little attention to 
Latin literature; while Velleia was entirely Roman, and some 
of its citizens must have possessed tolera.ble collections of Latin 
authors. It would not, therefore, be unreasonable to expect, if 
the excavations were pushed on with vigor and discernment, 
the discovery of some, if not of severa), Latin manuscripts. 
But such undertakings require opulence and leiStlre, and are not 
to be expected in the present impoverished and. distracted state 
of Italy. 

The country, as the traveller· advances, improves in beauty, 
and, if not in fertility, for tllat seems scarcely possible,fI. at lC'dst 
in the neatness and Qrder of cultivation. The Apennines, ad. 
n:neing :·atevery· step, pr~ent their bold forms to ijary the dul .. 
_ Of';1be pll¥n;~ hedges, ·and neatenclosaies,. mark the 
diwerent1farriJs j·'eiJ:Qs,· in long J."O'W$~ El8tlandedwith. vines,sepa-
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rate the fields; and villages, each with a magnificent church, 
enliven the road at every mile. 

Panna stands on a river of the same name: it was founded 
~y the Etrurians, taken by a tribe of Gauls, called the Boll, 
and, at length, colonized by the Romans. It is sai~l tp have 
suffered much from the licentious cruelty of Antony, and it~ 
sufferings, onb occasion, ale pathetically deplored and im. 
mortali.zoo by Cicero, ll'l his fourteenth Philippic, the last tri
bute which he paid to Rome and to liberty. During the 
diaastrous period that elapsed between the reigns of Theod05ius 
and Charlemagne, it was taken and retakoo. by the Goths and 
Bomans, the l .. ombards and Greek Exarchs, till it was given by 
Charlemagne to the Ho]y See; and, after a succession of ages 
and changes, at length bestowed by Paul III. on his son Ottavio 
FaTll{~. In this fdmiJy it remained till its extinction, in the 
middle of the last century, when it passed t.o a Ilrinee of Spain; 
"and~ OD; t\te death of the 181St Duke, was taken possession of by 
the F,mch. and is now piniDg away Wlder the inSuence of their 
iron .domination. This city is large, populous, airy and dean, 
though it cm:mot boast of any very s~riking or regular building. 
The cathedral is Sax-on,. but lined in the interio-f with Roman 
architecture; ittdome is much admired for the beautiful painting 
with which it was adorned by Correggio. The baptistery is an 
~, in the same M,le &s the cathedrt4 easeft withmftli>le, 
aadorna1MD~ with vanouaarehes: a-'l gall6ri~~Tlul S~ceata 
is the most regdu- clwJlcb in. Parrne;. it • in ~ 'iwm ,'Qfa,. 
Greek'el'Otll5tlamd !lOt 'Wiitbombeaut,'. Thedm,ehof the,Gapu
d&J; is remarkable nl,. fur beiIlg ihebtllial pa.;e. t., ceIo 
bn.ted Alexander' F~e. ~" ilk oomeqlllal're Q{ WIs ...... 
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rec,tious, lies interred, distinguished from the vuJgar dea.d only by 
the following epitaph. 

D.O.M. 
Alexander Farnesius" 

Delgis devictis 
Francisque obt>idione levatis 

Ut humili hoc loco ejus cadaver dcponeretur 
Mandavit. 4 Non: Deccmb: MDXCll. 

1.,1<" 

'fbe palace is large, but irregular; the library well furnished: it 
contains the Academia de Belle Arti, in which there is a noble 
hall, adorned with excellent paintings, and sever~ ancient 
statues, found in the ruins of Velleia. In this hall, the l)rin.ce 
used, during the happier rera of Panna, to preside o,'er the 
assembled academicians, and distribute prizes in the various·arts. 
In the same palace is the celebrdted theatre, magnificent in its 
size., its proportions, its form, and its decorations. It is modelled 
on the aocient plan, like the Olympic theatre at Vicentia, and 
like it, but on a gTcater scale, adorned with pillars, colonnades, 
and statues. Unfortunately, either in consequence of the 
many revolutions of late years, or 00 account of the difficulty 
f)f ruling, aPd the expence of repairimg, furni8bing, and light
iag up' lUc:b a. vast edifice; tbis theatJ'e, perhaps &~r. the 
DQble8t in the world, has been so long and .0 IDQCh negleCiWd, 
thai.itw ill, probably, soon sink into a heap of fWAS, _d reo. 
~ .. QWY i.the plans of artist" and in t~ descriptions of tra.. 
,.rs. . :&t. . the principal ornament of Puma, and its pride 
_ glory •. 1V~ the numberless masterpi4ce$of CQrre~o, witn 
.ltioh .ita dlutd~, its palaces,andpilbic .-h were once 
Nmled. "xai~ celebrated artWt t · ,baN in a Tid.lage Mar M~Ila, 
aftdj'Q{.~um~. ".,,1iu: from Parma, has 'PJead the charms· -and 

5 
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enchantments of his pencil over all the great towns that bordered 
on the place of his nativity, and seems to have exerted his won
derful powers, in a particular manner, for the decoration of this 
city. Parmcggiani and ,Lan franco, two other painters of high re
putation, were natives of Parma, and contrihuted not a little to 
the embellishment of its churches and palaces; so that no city in 
Italy, if we except Rome, presented more a:ttraction to the 
artist, or furnished more delightful entertainment to the traveller 
of taste. But, alas! such were thp decorations and the glory of 
Parma. The French, though in peace with the sovereign of 
this unfortunate city, in their late wide-wasting progress, en..!' .-tered its· walls, raised heavy contributions on its inhabitants, 
and stripped it of its best and most valuahle ornament')-its 
unrivalled paintings. Many, without doubt, still remain, be
cause painted on walls and cielings, and therefore attached to 
the spot; but the masterpieces are gone, and the indignant 
Pamlensians can only show the travelkr the place where they 
once were. 

The arts and sciences were by no means neglected in Parma. 
An university, two academics, schools of painting, &c. announce 
the,application, and a long catalogue of great names might be 
produced to prove the success, of the Parmensians in every lite
rary pursuit. The Dukes have, for many years past, assumed 
the character of Mrecenas, and by their judicious encourage
ment attracted men of talents, from other countries, to their 
territories. Among these latter, we may rank the Abbate Fru
goni, a Geno~, and the Abbe Condillac, a·Frenchman ; the 
former, a poet of great reputation, and next in fame to Meta
stasio; the latter, preceptor to the Prince, aildauthor of a well-
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known" Course of Education." The royal press ?fParma, 
established in the year 1765, is well known: it is conducted by 
Bodoni, and has produced several beautiful editions, Greek, 
Latin, and Italian, together with various works in the Oriental 
languages. 

The public walk on the ramparts is extremely p1easing. The 
country round well wooded, and the town and territory of 
Parma, on the whole, seemed to hu\'e been in a flourishing state 
till the entrance of the ~-"rench army. Since that fatal period, its 
prosperity has been on the decline, its government unsettled, its 
inhabitants impoverished and discontented. The contributions 
raised by the French amounted to five millions of French livres: 
a sum enormous for so small a territory, and equalling two years 
of its regular income. 

Petrareha resided some years at Parma, or in its neighbour
hood, and seems to have been delighted with the beauty of the 
country, the generous spirit of its princes, and the open manly 
manners of its inhabitants. To the honor of their descendants, 
it may be added, that notwithstanding the lapse of ages, the, 
change of government, and the galling pressure of recent revo
lutions, these qualities are said to be still perceptible. 

Two stages from Panna the traveller arrives at Forum Lepidi 
Regium,now called Reggio, an ancient Roman colony, destroyed 
by' Alaric, and rebuilt by Charlemagne. The cathedral, the 
church of S. Prospero, and that of the Augustin-fi·jars, together 
with ~e Town-house, and the Porta N uova, arc" considered as 
de.,vingsome attention. It possesses no antiquities. How-
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e'WJt', tIle ~raveller will visit it with some respect, as the cOllRtry 
of Ari05oo; the "oopioos, thefuntastic AriOlto! 

Two more p01its b;ought us to Modena (Mutina), lately the 
capital of a dukedom, now a dependence on the will of Bona
parte. Though an ancient Roman colony, called by Cicero, 
" iirmilsima et splendidissima Colooia/' it presents no tra~s of 
antiquity; in fact, it has been tbes(,'OOc of so many blood, 
contests, has been so often destroyed, and bas so often ri&e1l 
from its ruins, that not only no vestige o.f its forma" splendor 
remains at present, but it is even un.~~tain whether it oecupi81 
the same site as thp ancient city. But, whatever migilt have 
been its itrength and magnificence in ancient times, they u.ve 
been, probably, far surpassed by its pre.se1).t, I should rather 
have said its late, prosperity. It is a well built town, its streets 
are widc, and several of its public edifices, of a noble appearance. 
Its cathedral is Goth.ic, and, like most of its church~ rather 
iDferior to the expectation naturally exoited hy tbe geaecal tea
tllllres of the toW1\; The ducal palace is of ,~ast size; and though 
built ill ,Q Germala, that is., in a heavy and fanciful style ·of archl
tect\l'l'e, is, <m the ,~hole, nther llllagniticent. It contains seN"erai 
hMlds~., apartmeats, and, what still more merits the attentiosa 
of travellers, a gaAlery of paintings, a noble librarl,and a nu
merous and curious collection of sketches, by the first masters, 
of prin~, of 1nedals, aMl ofC8/lJaeos. 

f. t 
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flourished at Moditna, under the fostering care of its Ptinces of 
the house of Este, a family so much and 80 ju~t1y celebrated 
by Tasso and Ariosto,. for its generous f~c1ings and noble muni· 
ficence. " Tu Magnani-mo AlfOllSO," says the former to a Prince 
of thii line, his patron, 

Tu Magaanimo Alfonso, il qual ritoS-li 
Al furor di fortuna, e guidi in porto 
Me peregrino errnnte, e Ira gli I'Icogli 
E thl ronde agitato e quasi assorto; 
Quest.e mie earte in lieta fronte accogli 
Che qu~si in voto a te sacrate i' porto. 

Git'1'us. Lib. Canto 1. 4. 

The latter, in a less poetical, but equally grateful style, ex .. 
presses his obligations to the same family, and enlarges upon its 
heroical qualities and future prospects of glory.· Under 
such encouragement, it is not wonderful that genius should 
bloom and flourish, and that men of learning should Hock 
from all quarters, to enjoy the advantages of sueh liberal 
patronage. 

Among the illustrious personages who have done honOl' to 

Modena, by their virtues and talents, one of the earliest, and if 
the good qualities of' the heart give double lustre to the brilliant 
endowments of the head, one of the greatest is Cardinal Sado
leti. This eminent prelate rose to notice if! the fostering era of 
Leo the Tenth, became intimately connected with ,the mvst 
conspicuous characters of that period, and shone himself, with 

, I 

.See Orlnndo Furioso, Canto I. 3,'. 
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no sma1l1u,:tre, in· the midst of its b~ightcst luminaries. In the 
turbulent pontificates that succeeded the era of Leo, when the 
animosities, kindled bj. the Reformation, blazed out with un
qut'nchablc fury, and every bosom glowed with a rage, a'most 
infernal, against the opponents of his own creed, this -worthy 
bishop preserved the native candor of ~is soul, and the charac
teristic mildness of his sacred office. Above passion and ~c

sentment, he treated the supporters of the new opinions with 
paternal tpnoerness, and while he condemned their creed~ 

he cherished, and whenever an opportunity occurred, protected 
their persons. "Fond to spread friendships, and to cover 
hates," he made it the business of his life, to diffuse his own 
spirit, a spirit of charity, peace, and indulgence, int. aU around 
hiEn; and while he zealously endeavoured to clear up the sub
jects in debate, and to remove misapprehensions, he still more 
strenuously exerted himself to calm the rage of contest, and to 
infuse a milder temper into the disputants. Even in these days 
of tranquil discussion, when a general spirit of toleration seems 
to "have gradually';lliffused itself over the Christian world, such 
a conciliating character, if placed in an elevated station, would 
engage our esteem and reverence; but at the era of the Refor
mation, that age of division and madness, such gentleness, 
moderation,ayVil candor, were godlike qualities indeed . 

. The works of Sadoleti,· consisting principally of letters, ad
dressed to the most conspicuous persons of the age, . are still 
extant; and as they are drawn up in a pure and elegant style, 
and frequently treat of subjects of great interest and import
ance, they are equally amusing and instructive, and are calcu-. 
lated to give a very favorable idea of the ta.~athe kilow.ledlt', 
and the piety of the author. 
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From the tIme of Sadoleti, that is, from the middle of the 
sixteenth century, down to the present period, a regular succes
sion of men, eminent for their talents and learning, either 
natives of its territory, or attracted to its wans by the liberal 
patronage of its princes, has continued to adorn Modena, and 
support its literary reputation. Instead of giving a long and 
d~ catalogue of names, I will mention only two authors; but 
these of a reputation, great enough to throw a lustre on any city. 
One is the Abbate Muratori, an Ex-Jesuit, the Duke's libra .. 
rian, perhaps the most learned antiquary, the most inquisitive, 
and, at the same time, the most impartial historian, that the 
last century has produced. His works consist of nearly 
fifty volumftS in folio; of these, his Annali D'Italia, are 'per
haps the most instructive and the most entertaining. The 
other is the Abbate Tiraboschi, Ex-Jesuit aud librarian, as his 
predecessor Muratori, and like him eminent for his profound 
knowledge of history and antiquities. His principal work is 
a history of Italian literature, entitled Italia Literaria, in six
teen volumes, a work replete with erudition, seasoned with 
curious anecdote, and enriched with much judicious and 
amusing criticism. 

In justice to the muses of Modena, I mus .. add the name 
of the playful Tassoni, who, in his Secchia Rapita, gave 

Boileau and Pope, the hint and the model of the Lutrin, 
and the Rape of the Lock, taught them to trifle with the 
splendor of pGetry . without degrading it, and enabJed them, 
even on frivolous subjects, to display the ease, the pliancy, 
and the .perfection tf their respective languages. The im
portant· .~~ .BucktlihceJebrated ,in this poem, was Cl;Lrried off from 
a well m one ~e streets of Bologna, by a party of 1\10-

s j 
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denese troops, during a petty war between these neighbour
ing cities, and has ever since been most carefully preserved, 
as an invaluable trophy, in a. vault under the great tower' at 
Modena. 

'jlhe naturalist may find some occupation in the territor. V 
of Modena, by investigating the nature of its wells, sup
plied by perennial sources, uninfluenced by the state of 
the atmosl'bere, as well as by iTlfo\pecting its petrifactions and 
mineraltolln tains. 

The Campi Macri, celebrated in opposition to their name, for 
their fertility, and the excellent pasturage which the,.atforded to 
a .. famous breed of cattle, were the plains which lie between 
Parma and Modena, and extend beyond the latter city towards 
Bologna. 
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CHAP. VII. 

BOLOON A--ITS UNIVERSITY -AC ADEMIE8---UIOLA-P A VENTIA

,;FORLI-FORLIMPOPOLI-CESEN.\.-RUBICON-ST. MARINO

RIMtNI. 

THE classic tsnveUer, as he roBs along the Via Emilia., from 
Modena to Bulogna. amidst scenes of tile Deatest cultivation and 
most luxuriant f€rtility, will recollect that tile very fields which 
spread QF'()UM hiDI, the very COlmtry whlob ~ astraV'el"Sing~ was 
the· bloody theatre of t.he last unavailing efforts .of Roman 
liberty. 1lte interview of the Triumvirs took place in. an tisJand 
formed by the Rhenus, ata little distance from Bologna.* As 
the river i'S :sman, and the island observable 'Only on examination, 
the traveller generally passes without baiug aware ,of iheciTcuni .. 
stance. The litrream still :retains its ancient name, and is called 
the Rbeno . 

. ~ .. . ~ . 
From Modena to Bologna., the distance is three stages, about 

twen.Cy~ur miles: about six miles from the fonner «nvn is Fort 
UrbMw, et'ected by U "ban V Ill, 00 mark. aad defend the en .. 
~ mtothe 6cciesl.a"}tical state. Bologna (Booonia Felsinia,) 
\1faa;a1tl,oaumd>looy, though it retains fuw,or no traces·of its 

, f, 
.. ' .. 

..,4+ 1 't/'1"1 .",' I + 

.fti.~a is tW&~ frem Bo\~g'Rlt, ~ IdiJeli 1oJ\{J, and one :broad; .R 
OIJIliaiaiw.~dbqJes,rSi.ry"'tD lite eoutb ~ St. -Giovaui, t~ the bOrth. 

5 
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antiquity, and is a .rich,populous, extensive, and Jpost ,tiourish
ing city., Its history, like that of the preceding tGwns, is con
tailled in ~ few words. First, great and. prosperous under it,; 
founders, then in the succeeding r~yolutions of the empire, 
pillaged, destroyed, and reb';lih;" spluetimes 'enslaved, and 
sometimes free, it underwent and survived all the vicissitudes of 
the barbarous ages~ At last, (J,fter various contests wi "1 the 
neighbouring states, and ;with their oJn tyrants, the inhabitants 
of Bologna made a voluntary submission to Pope Nicolas III. 
in 12'7'8, and afterwards to John XXII. in 1327, which tbey 
have frequentl.r renewed since, at different perio.ds. But in this 
yoluntary submission, the Bolognc."e did not .wean so much to " 
acknowledge the Pope as 'their direct sove~t;:ign,.as to· put their 
city under his protection as liege lord: hence, th,ey cautiously 
retained the m!lnajfCment of' their finances', t~ electioq of theil" 
magistrates, and the ,administration of their laws; tbat is to 
say, the essential forms of a republic~ a~ oply employed the 
name and authority of tIle Pontiff to tepress the ambition of 
powerful and factious citizens., or to ~we th,e hostility of-their 
neighbours, the Dukes o(Modena, and of their, rivals,.the Ve
netians. Hcnce, they always resistecil ,~very encroachment ~n 
their priltilcges, and not unfrequcntly, expelled, the papal11t 
when inclined to overstrain the prerogativ~s of their ' , e. 
This guarded and 'conditional dep4llPdence, produced at JJo)ogna 
all the advantages that accompany liberty; industry, c~rc~, 
plenty, papulation, knowledge, and refinem~,llt. The F'IiCb, 
in their late invasion, found, but did not leave~, the Bolognese in, 
possession of these 1>lessings.T~y- d~prived ~~eir city 'of its 
freedom and independence, separated it from, the Roman 'state, 
and anl)exed it ~ ~e Italian RewJ>liq, t '.. ar~ with i~"i."ap
pearance,tbe ell}pty .name ,of a Common ' ,th, atUi,:.beaftJi,Q 
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reality, the' oppressive yoke of an avaricious and insulting t~l'3~t. 
Mr. Burke, speaking of this event, sa'ys~ "The Pontiff has seen 
hi~ free, fertile, and happy city and state of 'Bologna; the cradle 
of regenerated law, the s('at of sciences'and of arts, the 
chosen spot of plenty and ,delight ;-converted intt> a J acohin, 
ferocious republic, dependent on the hpmicides of France." 

The ~reets in Bologna ,re' narrow, and the exterior of 'the 
public buildings I'>y ~no means proportioned' to the fame and 
opulence of the city. 'fhe cathedral is a modern edifice, of 
&>tnan architecture, but in a bael style; the inside is light, and 
though it diq. no! appear s? to me, is considered by several con
noisseurs, as betutiful. One altar, erected by the late bishop, 
of the finest marbles', "chastest decoTR:tions;' and best proportions, 
cannot f8iI',to attTaet tlie eye of the observer.it is exquisite in 
lts ~ind; 8119-,'appeared to ~us almost the only object in the' cathe
dral worthy of atteQtion~ 

rrhe . church of St. Petronius is considered ¥ the principal 
chQrCh; II(: is G()thjc,of great extent and antiquity, and though not 
beautiftd, is ce1cbratedas 1f~1 for several grand ceremonies, which havr performed j~ it, such .a~ the coronation of Charles V. 
by' ,~nt VIT. as for the mend18n of the famous astronomer 
Cassini, traced on its pavement: It was built about the years 
44Qoy;:iIo., but rebuilt in ~ very different style in 1800, and 
svem.&till to' remaia, in a great degree, un:finish~d. The pre
late, its founder first, and now its patron, flour}shed in the reign 
of Theodosiue, an~ was a maD of great activity and general 
bene~()~. "'H'e enlarged the extent of the city, adorned it 
witbfte\le __ f1ttb1i~~ings,,,, procured it the favor and ~argesses 
af. ·tbe<afjleli6tji and by his long and Unremitting exertions to 
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promote its welfare, seems to have a just claim to the grafttude 
and veneration of its inhabitants. S. Salvador, S.Paol0, and, 
aboveal1, La l\Iadonna di S. Luca, deserve a particular visit. 
rrhis latter church stands on a high hill, about fIve miles from ,. 
Bologna. It is in the form of a Greek cross, of the eo.. 
rinthian order, and crowllcd with a dome. As the people ~f 
Bologna h~ve a peculiar devotion to the Blessed Virgin. and 
crowds ti<)c~ from all quarters to -wsit this her sanctuary,. for 
their aecoJlll1llnG€iatiuu,. ill ail seasons and"i.n all weather, a por
ti'co has been .carried from the gatcs of the ei.ty IIp the hill 

. . 

to the very entranc,c of the temple, 01' rather to thc squa. 
before it. This immense huilding was raised b.y the volunt. ;.,: 
contributions of persons of every class in :Bologna: the riL!lcr 
erected oue or more arches, according to their means; the mid. 
dling classes ga.. their pecuniary aid ill proportion; and the 
poorest insisted on contribut.ing their labor to the grand under
taking. It is in reality a most noble J11ODUIl)Cnt of public piety, 
and alone sufficient to prove that the spirit and magnificence of 
tlle ancient RCl{Imns still animate the modern Italians, aud may, 
ill a fortunate combination of circumstances, once more blaze 
out in aU t11eir pristine glory. rrhe church is of a fine and well 
proportioned form, rich in marbles, . but overloaded, as we 
imagined, with ornaments. It is needless to add; that froM such . ~. 

an elevation the view is beautiful, lost on one side in the wind-
ings of the neighbouring Appennines, and extemting on the 
other oyer a plain of immense extent, and u~paralle]ed popula.
tion and fertility. Ol'fe circumstance struck us particularly, 
while 011 the hill. It was the end of March,. the sky.was clear; 
apd the weather warm, nearly as it may 'be- on a bright day 
in EnglullQ in the month of May J so warm, .• In short.. as to· ren
der the shade no( only pleasing~ .. but desirable; ve4"m varioufl 
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parts of the hill, and near t.he church, the'~mow lay deep,i,ad in 
vast masses., still likely to resist, for some time, the increasing 
warmth of the season ;so great is the influence of such moun
tains as the Alps and Apennines, on the climate of the adjacent 
co¥utries. . 

The two brick towers, Dcgli Asinelli and-D.P. Garisendi, are 
deformed monuments of~ a barbarous age, and remarkable only 
for their unmeaning elevatioll, and dangerous devia.tioI\:. ,from, 
the perpendicular. 'Bologna is decorat.ed with many palaces of 
vast e.i'tent, ~nd some ft~W of noble architecture. Among the 
latter is the Palazzo Ran uzzi, said to be ofPalladio; also those of 
Lambertini,Orsi; Bentivogli, ~lalvezzi, Campeggi"Pepoli, Leg
!lani, &c. These palaces, and indeed almost all the churches, 
and public buildings in Bologna, are ornamented with a profu~ 

sian of paintings, by the first Italian masters, Guide. QllerGini, 
the Carracci, Caravaggio, Giordano; and particularly -41bano. 
Of the latter painter it has been said, that the Loves seeijl to, have 
mixed his colors, and the Graces to have fashioned his forms; 
~uch is the soft glow of his tints, such the ease and beauty of 
his groupes and figures I The greater nwnoor, and the best of 
,\lis celebrated artist's compositions are to be seen at Bologna, 
.. may furnish the admirer of painti'1g with many an hour's, or 
rather, many Jl. day's entertainment. In fact, no city has given 
lI.lQre encouragement to painting, or. contributed more to its 
~fection, than Bologna; no one has produced a greater num
ber ,9fillustrio~ painters, or enjoyed a higher reputation in the 
art. ;,Putn its well. known schooL To perpetuate the skill and 
th~,:lw.or$· .of this school, an academy has been established, ':.:.'it .... ':.: .' tit1t1. of the Glemcntine Academy, with a sufficient 
.,~, ~)a .elniaoot professors to direct;" and medals and pre--

VOL. I. r 
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miums, to animate and reward the zeal of the young artists. 
Public instructions are given gratis, models furnished, accommo-
elations supplied, and every possiblp. encouragement afforded to 
attract scholars, and enable them to develope and perfect their 
talents. This excellent institution, so well calculated to pre
serve the reputation of the school of Bologna, originated in the 
beginning of the last century, and has already produced several 
artists of reputation; among whom we may rank its first pre
sident. Carlo Cignani. The halls and apartments of this aca
demy are very bpaeious, and form part of the palace be
longing to tilt' Instituto di Bologna. This latter establish
ment, one of the most magnificent of the kind in Italy, or 
perhaps in the world, occupies an immense and very noble 
edifice, where the various arts and sciellces have their respec
tive hal1s, dccorated in a grand style, and furnished with ap
propriate apparatus. In this palace sits the Academy of 
Sciences, of high reputation in the republic of letters, and a 
singular monument of that enthusiasm for knowledge, which has 
always formed a distinctive feature in the Italian character. 
I t owes its orig~, in the seventeenth century, to a noble youth 
of the Ilamc of Eustachio l\1.anfredi, who, at the early age of 
sixteen, formed a literary society, and collccted at certain stated 
assemblies in his own house, all the men of taste alitl talentsfn 
Bologna. 'rhc spirit of the founder has never abandoned the 
aC,ademy, which still continues to enrich the learned world with 
its productions, and support the fame and glory of its origin. 
In the same palace, are a library, containing at least one hun
dred. and fifty thousand volumes, open to the public six days in 
the week; an observatory, furnished with an excellent astrom>
mical apparatus; a vast chemical laboratory; a cabinet of 
natural history; an experimental cabinet, with all kinds ,'Of 
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in'struments for physical operations; two halls of architecture, 
one for the civil, the other for the military branches or" this 
art; a marine hall; a gallery of antiquitieo;;; another of statues, 
and a third of paintings; a hall of anatomy and midwifery, cele
brated for a remarkable collection of wax figures~ representing 
the female form in all the stages, and in all the incidents of par
turition. In fine, a chapel for the use of the united members of 
the institute. Almost all these halls and apartments are adorned 
with pictures and paintings in fresco, on the walls and ceilings, 
and form, one of the most magnificent abodes ever consecrated to 
the arts and sciences. I have already observed, that regular 
instructions are given to young painters, in the hall of the 
academy; I must here add, that professors attcnd and deliver 
lectures gratis, at stated periods, to a11 students, on the different 
arts, in their respective halls. 

Bologna owes this superb establishment to one of it., citizens, 
General Count Marsigli, who, after having passed many years in 
the Imperial service, returned to his country, and devoted the re
mainder of his days, his talents, and his fortune, to the pro
pagation of the arts and sciences, in its bosom. He bestowed 
upon the city his valuable collections of every kind, and by his 
exertions formed a society of men of the first talents and repu
tation, in each art and science, which assumed the name of the 
Instituto di Bologna. To lodge this society, and receive the 
above-mentioned collections, the city purchased the Palazzo 
Cellesi, and had it fitted up in its present style, at the same 
time. grand and ~0111modious. This arrangement took place 
in the year 1714. .Since that period the Instituto has boen en
richedhy the donations of several illustrious persons, and par
ticularly. of Benedict XIV. a pontiff of an enlightened and' 

l' 2 
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capacious mind, who loved and encouraged the sciences, in all 
parts of the Roman state, but particularly at Bologna, his 
native city. An Englishman, accustomed to the rich en
dowments of his own country, will hear with astonishment, that 
this grand establishment., so well furnished with all the materials 
of science, and so well supplied with prott~sssors of the first 
abilities and reputation, does not possess an annual income of 
seven hundred pounds a year; and his surprize will inorcase, 
when it is added, that the want of a larger income has hitherto 
been abundantly supplied by the zeal aud indefatigable assiduity 
of the governors and professors. 

From the Instituto we natural1y pass to the University, the 
glory of Bologna, and equal, if not, as the Bolognese pretend, 
superior in antiquity, and once in reputation, t.o the most. cele
brated academics in Europe. 'l'he honors, titles, and privileges, 
couferrt..,'CI upon it by kings and emperors, by s'ynods and 
pontiffs, the deference paid to its opinions, and the reverence 
that waited upon its graduates, prove the high estimation in 
which it was once held; and the names of G ratian and A1<lro
'valldus, of :Malpighi and Guglielmini, of Fern's and Cassini, 
are alone sufficient to shew that this high estimation was 
not unmerited. The Scuolc publichc, or halls of the U ni
versity, form a very noble building; seventy professors are 
employed, and the t~dowm('nts are very considerable. The 
number of students, however, is not adequate to the fame and 
splendor of such an establishment, as it scarce amounts to five 
tundred, while anciently it exceeded twice as many thousands. 
The decrease here, as at Padua, is to be ascribed t() the 
multiplication of similar establishments in allChristian tlOUD

tries. 
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Besides the Instituto and theUniversity, two AcademiC's of 
less lustre and celebrity watch over the interests of literature, 
and endeavour to extend the empire of the l\iuses. 'They are 
entitled, by a playful opposition, the Illquieti and the Oziosi, and 
abandoning the higher regions of science to the speculations of 
their brethren of the two great seminaries oflearning, love to range 
through the fields of fancy, and aIllllse themselves in eoll;eting 
its flowers. The youth, whom 1 mentioned above, as founder 
of the Academy of Sciences, Eustachio 1Ianthx1i, did honor 
to these societies, by his poetical effusions, and is rail ked for 
tenderrlPss and delicacy, among the first] talian poets, in light 
airy compositions. Zanotti, Scarselli, Robert.i, and Sanseverino, 
have acquired considerable reputation in the same line. In 
short, the two grand features of the Bolognese character, arc 
formed by thc two most honorable passions tbat can animate 
the human soul-the love of Knowledge, and the love of 
Liberty; passions which predominate through the whole series 
of their history, and are justly expressed on their standard, 
where "Libcrtas" blazes in golden letters in the centre, while 
" Bononia docet" waves in embroidery down the borders. 

The fountain in the great square is much celebrated, but more, 
I think, than. it deserves. The statues are good, particularly 
that of Neptune; but the figures arc crowded into a space too 
small for such a group, and Neptune, "the earth-shaking god,'l 
armed with that trident which, " vastas aperit syrtes et tcm
perat requor," seems employed to little purpose, in superintend
ing a few nymphs and dolphins, squirting mere threads of water 
from their breasts a.nd nostrils. The god sbould have stoodtpOIl 
a rook, ~ river should have burst from under 11is feet, and the 
mermaids and dolphins, instead of'hcing perched on the narrow 
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cornice of his p~destal, should have appeared sporting in the 
waves. Such should be the attitude, and such the accompani-. . 
mcnts of the God of the Ocean; and such is the Fontana di Trevi, 
at Rome. 

On the thirtieth of March, we set out from Bologna, and still 
rolling along the Via Emilia, through a beautiful country, arrived 
about two o'clock at Imola, twenty miles from Bologna. This 
neat 1ittle town stands on or ncar the site of Forum Cornelii, 
ruined in the wars between the Greek emperors and the Longo
bardi. It was the See of the present Pope, before his elevation 
to the pontifical throne. It contains little worth notice: its 
Corinthian cathedral was never finished without, nor com
pletely furnished within, and of course scarce deserves a visit. 
Imola has its academy, called the Industriosi, and can boast of 
several men of eminence in literature, particularly pocts; among 
these, Zappi and Zampieri, especially the fonner, are much 
esteemed for a certain graceful refinement, and delicacy of sen
timent and expression. Imola, though situated in the com
mencement of the ~eat plain of Milan, derives from the neigh
bouring A pennines a considerable portion of the beauty of 
mountainous landscape, of which Monte Datailla, seen from the 
ramparts, westward, presents a striking instance. The river that 
bathes its walls, has changed its classical name Vatrenus, into 
\he more sonorous appellation of Santerno. 

From Imola to Faenza, (Faventia), is about ten miles. This 
ancient town is spacious and well built; its great square, with a 
fine 1ange of porticos on either side, and a Corinthian church, 
belonging to the 'Dominicans, deserve attention. Its, cathedral 
is Gothic, and not remarkable. We coulq disCQver, in ,thevi~' 
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nity of this city, few traces of the pine-groves, which seem an
ciently to have formed one of the most 'conspicuous features of 
its territory. 

U ndique soUers 
Arva coronantem nutrire Faventia pinuDl. Silo VIU. 

Nine miles from l?aenza, beyond the river Montone, an
ciently the Utens, stands Forli, Forum Livii, a long, weU
built town, wit.h a very spacious and handsome S(luare. The 
cathedral, not remarkable in itself, contains a very beautiful 
chapel, lined with the finest marbles, adorned with paint
ings, and surmounted with a well proportioned dome. This 
chapel bears the title of Virgine del }"uoco. The taber
nacle, in the chapel of the sacrament, is the work of 1\{ichael 
Angelo. The Benedictine Abbey of St. Mercuriale, is a grand 
edifice, and deserves attention on account of its antiquity. Forli 
has an academy, under the title of the Filargyri, and has pro
duced several men of literary merit; among others, the Abbate 
Pellegrino Gaudenzi, who might be styled the Italian Klopstock, 
if the laws of euphony would allow names, of such opposite 
sound, to be brought into contact. 

From Forli to Forlimpopoli, is four miles. This latter town, 
anciently Forum Popilii, is small but neat. Hence to Cesena, 
the distance is seven miles. "T e arrrived there late in the evening. 

In l ieaving Bologna we turned our backs upon the fertile and 
most :extensive plains of Milan, and began gradually to ap
proach the Adriatic on one side, and the Apennines on the othe~ 
The,.d,howeverl'still continues to give the traveller all the 
!"iValitages of the plain, as scarce an eminence rises to retard his 
C9U1"1e,:befo.re he :reaches Ancona, whiJe he enjoys all the beau ... 
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ties ofa mountainous country, in the hills 'on the right, that 
sometimes advance, and sometimes retire, varying their forms 
and· the landscape almost at every step. ]\f ountains crowned 
with towers, castles, or towns, a striking feature of Italian, and 
particularly of Apennirie scenery, had often attracted our atten"~ 
tion during our progress, and increasing upon us irom Faenza, 
in number, boldness, "arid beauty, repeatedly forced on our re
collection, Virgil"s descriptive verse, 

Tot COl1geJlita mallU prreruptis oppida saxis. Geo. Lib. ii. Ib6. 

I may add, that numberless rivers, rushing from the mountains, 
intersect the pl';lin, and bathing the time-worn walls of many an 
ancient town, seemed to exhibit the original of the following line, 

Fluminaque antiquos subterlabentia mnros. 157. 

These streams, it is true, are mere l'ills, as most rivers are in 
southern countries, during the heats of summer, and may easily 
deceive the superficia.l traveller, who, passing their dry channels 
in that season, may very naturally suppose that their sources 
have fai1ed, and that the streams .themselves exist only in descrip
tion. To this mistaken ~otion we perhaps owe the poetical 
:fiction of Lucan, representing Cresar as stepping over the un
noticed Xanthus, 

Inscius in sicco serpentem pulvere rivWD 
Transierat, qui Xanthus erato Lib. IX. 214-5. 

,As well as the longer and wore beautiful effusion of Addison~1 
muse.- But when swelled by the raoins. in autumn, or the meltillg 

• Lett« to Lord Halifax. 
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SIlOWf/ in spring, these apparently petty rills cover their broad 
channels, fill their banks, and, swell into considerable rivers. 

Cesena retains its ancient name; unaltered by time or bar
barism. It is a little clean town, beautifully situate at the 
foot of a ridge of fine hiJIs, covered with villas and convents; the 
eminence immediately over tll(~ town is crowned with a romantic 
old castle. Its cathcJral scarcely deserves notice, ~but its 
ancient bridge, of thn'c vast arches, merits attention. The late 
Pope, Pius" VI. was born at Cesena, and with all the partiality 
uf a native, adorned it with variolls edifices, and dignified it 
with several privileges. His coulltrym.en, in grateful acknow
ledgment, erected a bronze statue over the gate of the Town
hall, representing him in the usual attitude of Popes, that is, as 
giving his benediction. The inscription is, "Civi optimo,", a. 
style perfectly Roman, when applied to the sovereign, and used 
only in the early periods of the monarchy, while the bold spirit 
of republican equality still breathed in a few surviving Romans. 
The soil around the town is fertile, and was anciently remark. 
able, as the hilly regions of Italy generally were, for excellent 
wines; such, at least, was the opinion of Pliny. Whether the 
vines have degenerated, or their culture is neglected; or whether 
the defect was in our palates, I know not; but the wines of 
Cesena appeared to us indifierent . 

. About two miles from Cesena flows a stream, called the 
Pi&ateUo, suppos€-'tl to be the ancient Rubicon. There stood on 
its. nortberllbank an obelisk, witb the decree of the senate and 
~RQltl.aIlpc~le, inscribed on its pedestal, and two other inscrip
tion$)on;its sides. ',The French destroyed this obelisk. The 
slal>s.that formed the. pedestal lay half buried in a 'farm-

VOL. I. 



"146 CLASSICAL TOpR 

yard, about a hundred paces from the road, wbere we dug them 
up, and plaoed them against the trunk of a tree. 

The Pisatpllo, like most other mountain streams, is very 
shallow in dry weather; but its banks arc, in some places, high, 
and in others, itS channel is wide, so that it ,might oc~aswnally 
present a mass of waters, considerable enough to em halTass an 
army in its passage. Its sides are shaded with poplars, and 
pmsent a pretty .. d)oljt~ry scene. 13ut it mnst be observed, that 
notwithstanding the abovementioned inscriptions, 'which are 
genevally acknowledged to be spurious, the name and honors 
of thislltreamlet are disputed, and that the inhabitants of both 
Savignano, and Rimini, boldly maintain that their f{~spectivc 
rivers' have a better title, than the Pisatello, to the classical 
a.ppellation of the Rubicon, and to the veneration of the tra
reler. I must add, what the reader will be not a little sl1rpri~ed 
to hear, that the learned are nearly as much divided about 
the modern as about the ancient name of this rivulet. To un
derstand tbe difficulties of this question, he must be informed, 
1lbat: between Cesena and Savignano, the Via Emilia is inter
sected by three streams; the first is about two miles from 
Cesena; the second, five; and the third, eight. The first is 
commonly, I believe, called, and oertainly marked in the most 
correct maps, such as that of the learned Jesuits Maile and 
Boscovick, Pisatello; the second, Rugone, Rugosa, Rigosa, or 
U rgone; the third is called Borco, and bathes the ,valls· of 
Savignano. These thliee rills, ete th~y fall 'into the l1eighbmlr ... 
ing Adriatic,unite and f0l'tl'l a considerable river, eaUed.",the 
F~l1mecino. In opposition: 00 most Italian writetl4,CluMftUS 
maintaine, (a~d 'it itt difficult to question the accuracy :Q,fi:So 
a.ttentive and indefatigable an investigator), thatthefQi'Jnet is 
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called Rugonc, that this appellation is evidently a corruption 
of Rubicone, and that the second is, .properly speaking, the 
Pisatello. However we must assert, upon the authority, not of 
maps only, or of books, but of the innkeeper aod the drivers, an 
authority equally, and'perhaps more decisive on such a ques
tion, that the common name of the first stream is now the Pisa
tello, and that of the second the Rugone. But notwithstanding 
the difference of names, it is still evident, that the stream nottJ 

caBed I)isatello, is a branch only of the Ruq~COll; and equally 
so, that the river which Ctesar passed, was not the Pisatdlo, or 
the Rugonc, but that which is tormed by the three streams 
united, and is now caBed the }'iumccino. To prove this cir .. 
cumstance, it is only necessary to observe, that Cresar marched 
from Ravenna to Rimini, by the direct road" ifor, as he was in 
haste, we cannot suppose that he deviated from it), that is, not 
by the Via Emilia, but by that which runs along the sea shore, 
and is callcd the Lower Road: to this we may add, that the 
distance of tl~e l~jumecino at prescnt, from Ravenna on one 
side, and fi'om Rimini on the olher, agl'ces with the distance 
ascribed to the Rubicon, from the same towns in the ancient 
itineraries. MOl'eovet~ it is. hig1l1y probable, or as the above
mentioned learned geographer maintains, nearly oertain, that the 
ancient Via Emilia, instead of passing the three strealns, tUl'Jlcd 

to the sea, and crossed the Rubicon over a bridge, at th{~ point 
where the rivers ~mite, and which is thereiOre called, in the 
itineraries, "ad Confluenteis," In fact, Rimini, by the present 
~d, is only eighteen very short, that is, sixteen ancient miles, 
while it was formerly tw.enty, from CC$tlIlct; the dificrence evi
dently ipJpliesa tur.~ in the road, which ,<:o\Jld be no ot.her than 
t_t . J~iJlg fr9ffi Cesena tothe.briQgn, "ad C(mfiuellteis." 
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