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. aceount of this artist, has mﬁeﬁ‘nfthuued

‘s With two very curious facts.  The first is, that

picture-cleaners did as much mischief in his time
as they do now'. The second, that it 18 an.
error to suppose that the Greek painters, who
generally represented the human' countenance.
by a single outline in profile upon the terra-cotta
vases, were not as well acquainted with the art’
of delineating the passions as the best of our
modern artists. Take, for example, the inter-
esting anecdote which Pliny has afforded, among
others, of the dying mother lying wounded and
bleeding among the victims in the sacking of a
city, whose infant was represented as creeping

to reach her breast, while in her countenance
were pictured all the emotions of tel ess and
fear, lest her child, wanting the milk, should
suck the blood of its parent; a picture upon
this account so highly valued, t*t Alexander
caused it to be removed to Pella, place of
his nativity®. Above four hundred years had

W ‘“'l‘u‘edu-upun-,fh Ay&h: cujus tabule gratia in-
teriit pictoris inscitia, cuitergendam eam mandaverat M. Junius Prator
sub die Judorum Apollinarium.” th“*m&cll..a-
1L p. 489.

(2) “ Amsrives Thebonus : hmm-ﬂ-um pinxit,et .
sensus omues expressit, quos vocaut Grwci ETHE: item per tur-
bationes :  durior pauld in coloribus.  Hujus pictura est, oppido eapto

: , ay
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professions and names continued in the same
~family in that country, and were often frans-
-mitted together to succeeding generations; his
son might have found in Thebes a painter to
represent his father's battles, who thus comi-
memorates his gratitude for the patronage eon-
ferred upon him. ' It happened at a time when
1t was particularly the practice of the Romans
to employ Grecian arusts in such representa-
tions: and thegrapluc illustrations of those con-
‘quests which 7itus, the brother of Domitiah,
~had achieved were netlong afterwards ex-
-dnbited in: Rome, where they remain at t!ns
\ dlxa "

‘A very correct topography of antient Thebes
might be composed from the traces still dis-
cernible. The situation of its seven gates*
might be ascertained: and as a begmnmg of

wd matris morientise vulnere mammam adrepensiufans : intelligiturque
sentire mater, et timere ne emortuo lacte sanguinem infuns lambat
quam tabulam Alexander wmwm in plﬁ'inm
suam.”  Plin. ibid. ¢.10. p. 438,

(3) Pausanias ealls the representations of things, by mestit of seulp-

ture, in bosso-velieway FPAGAL ~ &

m Onfmise 3t by oF waged o vl dpymien vriens bred dpduds denr widm,

s.e A Pausanice Baotica; o 5. pxﬂ ol Kuhois, e 1
# F

Seven
Gates of
Thebes.

o
“elapsed from the death of this celeprated ?
- painter, when Pespasian visited Greece; but as i
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cmar. this part of the work, it will be eyvident that

‘s the entrance, near to which these inscriptions
were found, was that called, from the fountain
we have mentioned, * the Cren@an Gate'.” The
city was demolished, it is true, above two thou-
sand years ago, when Alexander invaded Greece:
but since its restoration by Cassander®, very
little has happened to it, which could possibly
alter the appearance of its dykes and ramparts:
upon these, time has little influence; and their
situation and form serve to point out the position
of the gates. Thebes was almost a deserted vil-
lage in the age of Strabo’: but Pausanias says its
seven gates remained in his time‘; and he has
written rather a copious account of its an-
tiquities’. The present town appears to occupy
little more than the site of the -old Cadmaean
Aeropolis; which is the opinion of W heler, and of

Pococke’: and in the ious adjustment of
Ce— -
(1) nﬁullﬂhﬂl"ﬁhﬂﬂb&”vﬁw Pawsan.
Baotica, p. 728,

(g)mwnuhdzhwm Thebanarym,
tom. I1. p. 697. eodit 1604, -

(3) Ot sbmas abmiiyes viwm sulave.. mﬁt-.. lib. ix. o585,
ed. Ozen.

(4) Misors R nal by dpis im. Passon. ibidi o 8, p. 727,

(5) See slso Dicwarchus, p.14, et seq. oi. Fudson.

(6) Bee Pocoche’s Travels, vol. Ik, Part 1. page 159.  Wheler's
Journey iuto Greece, p.231. Lond. 1083,

™ L



THEBES,

those massés which remain, belonging to the
antient walls, we saw enough to convince us that
the story of 4mphion was no fable ; for it was a
very antient custom to carry on immense labour
by an accompaniment of music and singing.
The custom, indeed, still exists, both in Egypt
and in Greece. It might therefore be said, that
the walls of Thebes were built at the sound of the
only musical instrument then in use; because,
according to the custom of the country, the

lyre was necessary for the accomplishment of
the work. ' i

We saw, in two instances, upon stones in the
walls of a church, thé traces of inscriptions
which were no longer legible: but in another
wall we found the following; informing us, that
in antient Thebes, as in London, there were
different companies, or communities, established
for the different vocations. It is rendered
moreover interesting, by containing the name
of the city; thereby confirming our know-
ledge of the spot: and it purports, that
“ TimocLes, THE sox oF TimosTrATUS, is ho-

noured BY THE COMMUNITY OF THE ARTIFICERS
AT Tuedes.” ;

69
CHAP.
i,
‘-—ﬂ
Story of
Amphion
and his

Lyrenota
fable.



THEBES
TOKOINONTONNEPITON
AIONYIONTEXNHTONTAON

ENOEBAIZAIOKAHTIMOZE
TPATOYAIONYZIIQ '

There is another line upon the stone; batiit is
written in much smaller characters, and cannot
now be read. In this inscription it appears to
be written AIONYZQ, but this must be an
error’. :
W o o '

Near the door o the Church of St George
there is an inscription of some length, beginning
«“iLysierus THE soNn oF Travrion,” &c.
AYZINNOITPAAANINNOE x.7.a. but it con-
tains only a list of names; and as a very con-
siderable part of it is concealed by the base of a
small pillar, the imperfect copy we made of it is
not worth publishing. ~ Many seraps‘of this kind
might be added, which would sérve only to
swell the volume, and they are thereforé omitted:
We thought we should obtain = sométhing

.ﬂ).ﬂbmmefw'i%w.mmh
inscriptions. In the same manver we bave 0 wigl v '}
“Juvenes circa Hereulaneum ludum.” Vid. Chishull In pl‘]
Note by Mr.WarroLe.
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of more consequence, from the positive as-
sumncesmademmtgyseveraleeh that the ___Z
Sepulchre of St. Luke was preserved within achapel

71

i

Pun-dul
Tomb of

upon the outside of the town, towards the east; si. Luke.

and thatalong inscription, proving the fact,existed
upon the tomb. Wehastened to the sanctuary said
to contain this remarkable relic, and found a
beautiful Sores of white marble, with an in-
scription thereon; the first sight of which gon-
vinced us of the astonishing ignorance of the
Greeks of Thebes, whose priests could mn
deceive ‘their countrymen with regard to its
pretended origin.. They shewed to us, indeed,
the word TYMBQI upon the monument; and
the chapel being dedicated to. St. Luke, thence
concluded that this Sores must contain his
relics.  Its apemdm is beautifully sculptured,
80 as to exhibit in relief, upon its sloping sides,
the resemblance of a thatch made of the foliage
of the laurel. The oblong sides of the Soros are
channelled into indented pannels, three on each.
Upon the south side of the tomb there is an in-
scription_in the middle pannel; and the other
pannels, to the right and left of this, are
ornamented with a rose, thnr&mer mtbe
center, - M 2
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‘CHAP. The inscription has been already published by
sy Wheler', and by Spon®, and by Murator:® from
the Travels of Du Loir; but as no accurate copy
has yet appeared, we shall insert our own; stating,
at the same time, in the Notes, the different
Readings that have before been published. It
is remarkable, that, among four travellers who
have copied a legend of only ten lines, fairly in-
scribed upon the marble, there should be so
much disagreement*. It relates to a person of
| of Nedymus; and from the mention
» of the soul’s immoreality, in the last line,
1tmsupposedthathe was a Christian. If this
be true, it must have been some Christian who
had imbibed the doctrine of the pre-existence of
the soul; as appears from an allusjon to it in the
fifth line: but the general tenor of the compo-
sition, and some of the particular expressions,
rather prove that it was written by one of the

later Platonists.

L TPST AR T e T —— ’ -

o B aesgee s B 48

(1) Journey into Greece, Book 1V. paia. Lond. 1628,
~ {2) Voyage de Grice et du Levant, tom. 11. p.267. & la Haye, 1724,

(3) Novus Thesaurus Veterum [ascriptionum, tom. IV. p. wuix:.
No. L. Mediolani, 1742,
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~WHEBES.

CKHNOCMENIENETHPECEME IFEPACECTIOANOYCI

TEIMONTECKAAIECKONANAICOHTQINEPITYMBOI
. ¥YXHA’ECTOAIKAIONEBHHN A'OYNOMATOYMON
. NHAYMOCI TAMKHCAAAHCNAICHMEPOCONTQC
. OYKHMHNEMIMPOCOEMNOAYNXPONONEITEFENHOHN 1
. EICONFQNETEQNENAPIOMIOCACTATOCAIQN .
. OYKANEAPACTON exmwoumuouuct'sm«xmﬂei
. MOIPHCTAYTHNEKTEAECEIKAIFAPBACIAHEC 1
- TAYTENErPAYENATHPOZACIMOCEINEKEMEIO 1
. Asmwcro»:exnnwxucnoeomm“r‘mo

AR ok T

(%) Nors.
Line 1. ITHNOC is put for CKHNOC, in Muratori.
_ CKHNOC for CKHNOC, Wheler.

L 2. KEIPONTEC for TEIMONTEC, Muratori.
TEIMONTE for TRIMQNTEC, Wheler.
ANAICOHTON ITEPI ©TMBON for ANAICOHTAI.

NEPITTMBQI, Spon.

1. 3. AEC for A'EC, Muratori, Wheler, and Spon.

AOTNOMA for A'OYNOMA, Muratori, Wheler, and
'Spon.

. 4. NHAIMOC for NHATYMOC, Muratori.

ITAATKHE for TPAAIRHC, Muratori, Wheler, and
Spon.
IMEPOC for HMEPOC, Wheler and Spon.

. 5. EMEPOCOE for EMITPOCOE, Wheler.

L. 6. OAINON Muratori, ONITON Wheler, for OAITON,

l. 7. ANAAPACTON for ANEAPACTON ; also EXEIL for

LR
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¥ R wip, £ 5 L0 HARLA N i e
“MY PARENTS, nﬁnou:we MY mnr, WEPT uougp A
SENSELESS TOMB, SINCE sucH 18’ THE TRIBUTE TO THE
DEAD? BUT 1, A SOUL, WENT 10 THE'ABODE SUITED TO ME
MY XAME WAS NEDYMUS, IN ‘TRUTH EHE GENTEE SO¥ OF

THE ITALIAN, ADAE. 1 HAD, NOT, EXISTED LONG IN A
PREVIOUS STATE; THEN I WAS nonn TO NUMBER A FEW
|l n&ts, ALWAYS 1N mrrmit HAVING MY ncm.u\’h COURSE
| TO RUN, FROM WHICH [ COULD NOT ESCAPE; FOR THE

DESTINY WRIGH 1S ASSIGNED TO EACH MAN, THAT HE

m’lL‘ SINCE llllol "mr DO THE SAME, ‘“'
Sa AR (0 wacta THESE LINES ON MY ACCOUNT,
FEELING AN IMMORTAL REGRET FOR AN IMMORTAL IQUL-"

Upon the north side of the same Soros there
is also an inscription; but the buttress of one of
the arched niches of the altar of the ehape
been erected against it, in such amanner as to
leave only a few of the charatte
Upon a slab pear this tomb we also saw the

following : I’ e
EMIZHNONIHP
p—" AKAIAOYXPHZ
TOY

The chapeliseems evidently to-have been
erected posterior to the construction of the
E tomb, from the mr_“whdl one of its

o

; ™ -



THEBES. 75

inacrqtsons has been concealed by the altar; and CHAP:
it is also evident, that it was built of materials «mme’
derived from some more costly edifice. We
vbserved fragments of the Verde Antico; and
- some inscribed marbles have been broken &

form the*pam

Returmng from this ehape& towards the town,
we were struck by the very artificial appearance angient
exhibited by a lofty hill upon the eastern side of *™**
it.  The shape of this hill will best be cdlp'e‘
hended from a sketch, made of it at the time.
Perhaps there can be no doubt but that it formed
a part of the antient fortifications; as there is -
another hill, equally artificial, near to it; and
between the two there seems to have been the
eastern gate, or entrance, to the old city. It
condists, as to its form, of two cones, with trun-
cated summits; the one smaller than the other.
The smaller cone stands upon the larger, as
upon a pedestal; thereby leaving room for a road
all round its base, and having, in' consequence
of its truncated summit, a level plane, or terrace,
upon its top'. The whole of this hill is now
covered by turf, and no attempt has yet been
made to»injnre its form by em -
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THEBES.

But the most curious part of the antiguit .
Thebes is in the Church of 8t. Demetrius, pon
the westemndpflt There maystnﬂbeseenthe
rarest specimens of architecture in Greece;
namely, several beautiful capitals of that chaste
and antient pattern of the Corinthian order; which
is entirely without volute for the corners, and has a
single wreath of the simplest dcanthus foliage to
crown its base. There is not in Eurgpe a single
instance of this most elegant variety of the Corin-
thian in any modern structure. In fact, it is only
known to those persons who have seen the very
few examples of it that exist among the ruins

. of the Grecian cities. There is no trace of it

among the ruins of Rome; yet, in point of
taste, it is so exceedingly superior to the more
ornamented and crowded capital ‘Which was
afterwards introduced, that both the rival
connoscenti of Athens, Lusieri and Fauvel, have
designed and modelled it; and they have
spoken of its discovery as forming an epocha
in the history, of the art. In one or two in-
stances, the attention of the antient sculptor to
simplicity has been so severe, that even the
edges of the foliage, have mot been rygied (to
borrow from . the builder's vocabulary), but
expressed in gross; and, consequently, the
admirers of exgessive minuteness, in the detail of
o€y o]
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' htdeplru wouldcallsuchmpmhm CHAP.
althoughthegm&urof Ewheuqug__.,
at the duhnee in ghwh objectn were

in buxldxngs of 50 much vutneu, owes its
superiority over all the other orders of archi-
tecture—to that simplicity which is the very
soul of grandeur; where nothing that is e
can be tolerated for an instant. Excessive
minuteness of design, and of execution, may
suit the puny imitations of Grecian architecture
seen in the buildings of modern cities; upon
the -same principle that it is allowable in a
piece of .Chinese carving in ivory; because
works of this kind are fitted for a small scope
of observation; but when such minuteness is
introduced into the vast features of a gigantic
style, it becomes superfluous and contemptible.
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mdmmua North, as sves in the Road to Platwa.

CHAP. 1II.

L T

THEBES, TO THE GROVE OF THE MUSES IN
' MOUNT HELICON.

Population of Thebes — Female inhabitants — Anticnt
“Gates of Thebes — Other antiquities— Medals — Re-
-markable Soros — Albanian: Market — Journigioeo
Citheron and Platza—View of the Cadmaan Citadel—
Platina Village — Asopus — Source of the River —

Traditions of the Battle of Platwa—Condition of the

Inhabitants— Camp of Mardonius— Situation of the

Sacred Well—Platman Territory—Ruins of the City of

Platwa—Medals observed upon the spot— Mural Turrets

of the Citadel—Cocla—Remains of Levcrra—Ruins
at Phria — Helicon — Fillage of Neocorio — Doubts
respecting the supposed Situation of Thespia— Medals

~—Discovery of the old Route over Helicon— Further

Accuunt of the Albanian Peasants—Journey over Mount

Helicon
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'--l(mm «f St. Nicholo -ﬁ-&w M »

A e daimy ‘, 1‘%“\‘ g
Tnnzs oontam: abontthrdé hundred ;
and it is governed by a Waiwode. Including """
the inhabitants of its suburbs, it has a numetous 50;':::
population; but no accurate calculation of this
can be made, because no reliance can be placed
upon the contradictoly statements which are
given to travellers. Du Loir, in the middle of
the seventeenth century, affirmed that he found
Turees as well peopled as Athens, and better
provided ,with the necessaries of life. Spon
computed its population at three or four theu-
sand souls®; but he was not one entire day in
the town, and his information could only have
been obtained from the Greek with whom he
lodged’. Turpes has one advantage over

_ (ls l’inw. secording to Mr. Hobhowse (Trav.p. 218. Lond.
1814.); two wobques; and four churehes. 0 0 o
(@ "Tmonqutu-mom,,. prenant | 8

e .,



THEBES.
“nf Athens, mbemgwellmmd ; and to ﬁleu'-

‘v Cumstance, in former times, might be a
thanmbermdbentydmgudem

FemalcIn- traordinary charms of its living beauties; and
| especially of its Jewesses, which, in his opinion,
he says, ““valent bien des pierres et des tombeaux.”
¢ We could neither dispute nor confirm the accu-
racy of his observations respecting the Zhetan

;‘ plantations now decorating its . suburbs. At
present, however, we must consider the

h of this city as almost unknown: the tra

?- - who have passed through 1(.andwhpposselnd
abilities for the undertaking, wanting the leisure
i or the liberty of exploring it, rather teach us to
despair of reaping any information upon the
spot, than to expect discoveries among the ruins.
One of the earliest writefs by whom it is men-
.i' tioned in modern times’, with the true gallantry
of a Frenchman, supplies the absence of literary
f intelligence, by a lively encomium upon the ex-
B

“mh-m;l«h&nmuuwﬁo*ﬂ.
‘- after leaving Livadia, st a place called Megalo-melei, before they
r reached Thebes, where they arrived st noosn. See Wheier's Journey
ints Grecce, pp.330,331,383. Lexd. 1683,

(l)‘lluﬁa(&’ﬂ’a-)hid—.*ﬂ. Dicaarchs Statu.
Gracia, p.9 ap.Geog. Vel tom.I1. Oson. 1803,

(2) Kitolges wiiwm, ndumpd vs nui yrédager anwrbpmrn lgosn wriiova vi:
i v3 ‘Bardk widear. Dicaarch. ibid. p.15.

(3) Voyage du Sieur Du Loiv, p.m. Paris, 1654,
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women, since nothing can be more difficult than SEg®:
to obtain a sight of them; mdofﬂmmdeodhe ——
complained*. The same reserve and Jeah?sy
with respect to its female _inhabitants was
- perhaps characteristic of Thebes in the first

periods of its decline. Its women are mentioned
by Dicaarchus, as “being remarkable for the
dignity and decorum of their carriage*; and he
describes their antient costume as corresponding
with the same duguise in which alone we were

t?ned view them; passing the streets
like $0 many mute and moving spectres, veiled

from head to foot, leaving nothing visible of
+ their features but their eyes, and these peering
indistinctly through two holes in the drapery
covering their faces®. The time cannot be far
'.WMmety will be upon a different
establishment in this country; when the hidden
treasures of Greece, of every description, will at
least become liable to. observation; and Zhebes,

(4 Thid p. a1,
(83 Al B yovalunig abriy veig mryitun eaging jodpels (sic enim legit Sie A,
Pro wagrian jodpsls) sheymumicraval v aal a&mmb'ﬁm

yanar mwmwo p 16
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THEBES
for so many ages “illustrious only in its misfor>
‘mpme tunes',” will again revive, becoming conspicuous
ﬁn&ummﬂnmmhuuwmhmmuwﬂhwq
and to the Fine Arts. Although described by
antient writers as retaining no other vestige than
its name of what it once had been, yet we find
that so late as the second century, its gates
were not only entire, but Pausanias was enabled
to collect their several appellations®. The

0)““%&&&-*”' Justin,

(9) The Seven Gatesof MM&J‘&%%J
mmmummumummm
Paxsawias bas thus preserved their names: (vid. Pawsan. Bavtica,
cnp. B p. 727, edit. Kuimii.) :

1. The Gates of Eiectra. -
u.'ﬂch-l—.or&ﬁunfm

. The Neitan, or Gutes of Nels: so called, cither from Néte, the

“d-mmbﬂo% '
invented hefore this gate; or from ‘iﬁ
Amphion. ' -
1. The Orencan Gates; so called, hnlp-hhlliv lnn their
foustain Diree; for these gales are called Dircaan by
aaulh—uan-nq&umﬁnﬂudu
their appellation from twir foumfein : but Kehnins stiributes
it to the stream or fountain of [erce; Mh“ﬁb“
cmendatory note upon the words (wides N Kewains): *Locum
ewe in mendo pemo pon videt qoem ex  conjecturd sic
restituerem :  wvias vay miv Kguoming vty R “Tirrmy ol dbyy
v isepdlee.  wpiy piv Kgweiny Slpans apben, woie B oeti
“Thoran Sin ingin beinsurls bove “Tiflovew.  Kowaing, vl w1
m&uumu—“.“ﬂﬂw
pomen trabere WU-WMIO
Mum““hh&’dnm

m.&ﬂmww .
“ Ogygin




THEBES.
inhabitants also pointed out to him their antient
sepulchres; and many temples’ were standing, <

Mm"

together with statues, which were at that time gquitics.

exhibited as the works of Phidias, of Scopas,
-ofPrmlela and of other renowned artists®.

“ Eschylus, in'Ewvi bv! 0w, nowitat Pretidas, Electras,
Neéitidas, "Oynaing, pylas, Boreales, Homoloidas, nu.-
mas. Apollodoras Reirwer pumerat " gY

v. The Gates amm becsuse there was the Hieram of
the Mest- High God (s "Tojirrw).

- w1. The Ogggian or Gates of Ogyges. This was the most antient
name of any of the pﬁn‘dm (ol B "Dydyeas o8 bpynsi-

« verm)

j %m or Homolwan Gates, so called from the
mountain Homele. This last appellation was considered by
Mummﬁu avy of the others (v fuue

La o meyerw).

(3),,1!&!!.-.“—.-:. 10, 11, 16, 17, 19, &c. od hhii.

(4) The statues of Thebes seem to have been the productions of the
most celebratgel artists of Greece. Their materials, besides stone and
marble, consisted of brenze, and of cedar. The Thebans bad wosden
staiues, 5o antient, that they were said to bave been made from the
peomsof the ships of Cadmus (Pawsan. Buaoticn, c.16. p. 742, edit.

Kuhndi). Naturslists may bave overlooked the very curious notice of

the &lh, which ocours in Pawsamias, after the description be gives of

w-m—.mmmmmmmm»

pal.  He says it is found in the

[ ‘Adaih (ibid. p. 750.) being
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e the SEPULCHRE or Puwn, there wene also a

Gymnastum and a Stadium contiguous to the Hera-
céum®. The Stadium will doubtless be hereafter
discovered, and the future knowledge of its situa-
tion will serve as a beacon guiding to the buried
vestiges of the Gymnasium and the Temple. In
this edifice there were colossal statues of Hercules
and Minerva in Pentelican marble, the workman-
ship of Alcamenes®. Itis therefore almost impos-
sible that the antiquities enumerated by Pau-
sanies can have been all removed from the ruins
of a city placed at such a distance from the coast,
and so remote from the military operations of
the Romans after the age of the Antonines, and
from all those means which afforded to themra
facility of ransacking the Grecian cities for works
of art: neither is it likdythlchsbeeu
despoiled of its valuable remains to serve as
building materials for the 7w ks; because there
is no place near enough to render it a @onvenient
object of resort for such a supply; and Turks

(1) 1t is wncertain of what netare this edifice was. Possaniar does
vot onoe eall it & temple, sithough it is several times mentioned by
“ Hereulls ilfic temphom ™' and it is very uwsual 1o consider every struc-
ﬂunWWbmu

3) Pewsan. Bust. c. 1. P73 od. Kuhwil
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are not likely to use extraordinary exertions cﬂt’«
upon any occasion of this nature. The probable s
conclusion therefore must be, that within the
mosques, baths, and dwellings of its present

_ inhabitants, and, above all, beneath the soil now
occupied by the town and by the suburbs, many

of its antiquities lie concealed from observation.

Our success at Skemata in collecting medals Medais
made us more than usually diligent in our
inquiries among the silversmiths at Thebes.
Upon our return from the morning’s excarsion,
we paudavmttoallthepemnswe could find
of this description, and we collected seyeral
valuable,relics. Among these were, a marble
bust of Fenus, of very diminutive size; and one
‘of a Vestal,'exquisitely modelled in terra cotta’.
These antiquities had® been evidently votive
offerings; for they had no marks of fracture as if
broken from small statues, but were so shaped
as to admit of their standing upright, either
upon the altars, or within some of the numerous
Hiera of the antient city. We also collected many
silver and bronze medals of the Macedonian Kings
and cities of Greece. Some of the silver medals
hul the rude globular m"heh characterizes

- h«-w ummun of these

 Tre g
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. cnar. the oldest coinage of the country: they exhi-

M bited in front the figure of the Beotian shisld;
and upon the obverse sides, an indented square
with this monogram @m the centre. The
other silver medals were of Thebes, of Corinth,
and of Athens. The Macedonian silver consistéd
of medals of Alexander, and of Cassander. We
also procured many bronze coins: among these
were several of Baotia, of very diminutive size,
with the usual symbol of the shie/d before men-
tioned, and with the legend BOIQTON. Tt will
not be necessary to give a particular description
of all the bronze coins found here; because they
are less worth notice than medals in silver;
being more modern. They consistel of the
coins of the Matedonian kings, paruculary of
Alexarder, and of Cassgnder; the latter ap-
pearing with the legend entire, BAZIAEQZ
KAZIANAPOY, and with a portrait of this
monarch; ove of the few instances where a
portrait occurs upon Greek medals. Of the
bronze coins of cities, may be mentioned, as the
most rare, those of Abdera, with the legend
ABAHPITEQN; of Thespia, OEEMIEQN;
Athens, AGENAION ; of Elam, W&g a
bull's head_ with fillets, and_the le
lastly, MM&W
alone, is perhaps unique, of Iesium in Berotia.
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We have no other authority for the name of the cHAR.
city, than the mention made of it by Homer a8 & ‘g
city of Beotia, in his catalogue of the ships'. It
represents in front the armed head of Pallas; and
. for its reverse, the head of a goat encircled by a
laurel wreath, containing the letters IA.  Mentelle,
author of the Géographie .Ancienne, in the French
Encyclopédie, observes, that it should be written
without the aspirate’; but FEckhel® writes it
Hilesium; and he has attributed to smene a
bronze medal, which he describes as being
umqne, but it is eyidently of Jlesium, for it has
the same reverse; and he confesses that the
letters were not sufficiently perfect to decide
the name of the city to which it belonged*.

Dumthaaﬁemoonofthmdaywe made the

entire circuit of Theles, returning by the western
side; and we computed the circumference of

the present town as about equal to two English
miles and a half. Beneath a ruined tower upon

o Ml.mla
(€] ”thmM;uﬂmmﬂ'ﬂm-
Paris, 1789. AP
mmmumvm-ummx.uu. n-uq.
tm-. ’

ux“mmm Z
mmql-d-Wu;uﬂl." mm.
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cnapr. the walls, at the outside of the town, we
\.:::u: observed a massive Soros of one entire block of

Remak-  parble, serving as a cistern beneath a fountain.
1t is close to the public road. Upon this Sores
there appeared a very curious bas-relief, repre-
senting, in rude and most antient sculpture, the
figure of a Phanix, perched upon the pinnacle of
an obelisk'. 1In the position of a Sores so near
to one of the antient fountains of the city, there is
certainly nothing remarkable, because it is a
custom common to all Twrkey; but such is the
habitual indolence of the Zurks, that although
they make this use of the sepulchres of the
nations which formerly surrounded the Zgean,
and more eastern parts of the Mediterranean, yet
they will not bestow much labour upon the
removal of immense monolithal Soroi: the*foun-
tain must be near to the spot where the tomb is
situate, or they will be contented to carry on
their ablutions without placing any such cistern

(1) A valuable observatiou is made by Pausanias, to prove that the
colony under Cadmus was vot Egyptian, but Phanician. Hesays,
that & Statue of Minerva shewn in Thebes, as being dedicated by
Cadmus, was vot called Sa1s, according to her Hgyptian appellation,
but that it bore ber Phanician pame of SiGA.  Toig olv vepiloven sly oiv
ipinseins Kadpor whr Onpaidu, Alyiwrion, xui ob Oeivns ivea, lren bareim
5 Aiyy vt Abmi; cabrng vi beps, iv Siym mavik yhisesy viv Qeniner
madsivas, nal ob Tdis mara v Alyvaviev Quviv.  Pausan. Deet. c.
p- 734, ed. Kukanii. ,
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beneath it. ~If therefore so accurate a writer as CHAP.
Pausanias, being upon the spot, as he dechmm
himself to have been®, has, in his description of
this place, mentioned the contiguity of a sepulchre
and a fountain near to the public way, we may
perhaps recognise the objects he has alluded to;
for this Soros may have been the Toms of
HEecror, and the fountain near to it the (Epi-
ropia’; where, according to the name it
consequently received, the Thebans maintained
that @idipus washed off the blood with which he
was contaminated, aftgr the murder of his
fathert. It is true that Pausanias uses the word
ra@os to signify the Tomb; and this word he
generally applies to a Tumu/us. There is also
another tomb mentioned by him as near to the
same fountain; but the remarkable representation
of a Pheeniz upon an Obelisk of the Sun, as having
risen_from its ashes, seems to be peculiarly adapted

(2) The ruins of the house where Pindar lived (the only building
which Alexander suffered to remain at the destruction of Thebes) were
shewn to Pausanias : and it is in speaking of a Saeristy, containinga
statue, contiguous to those ruins,which the inhabitants opened onlyx
oneday inthe year, that Pausanias alludes to his own Autepsy, in these
words : 'Eusl 3 agunselai w1 iGpsyinu oy dglpas vadens, xud w8 dyarps Be
Mul-mnudm.ddﬁu)m Mhﬂ.n&!&. p. 758,
ed. Kuhnii, fr 9

(3) "Eews 3 .a-zmmwﬂm-whm xadovming

- wjivp.  Qbid. p.746.

(1) T3 &M*diﬂ%ﬁlﬂ%%dﬁum ¢

Oiwev; vov warpyey Pivonn 10id.
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cuap. to the story of the removal of Jiector's ashes,
in obedience to the Oracle, from his Trojan grave,
tobeoom.gnobjpotohevemceintbo city of
Cadmus'. The superstition respecting this bird
is older. than Herodotus®; and in after ages the

| S——

T

.
(1) Oubain Kiduse widn savevanvioncy,
“Escoges drvia Npmpuider xopiraryss b olnovs
*EY "Aving, Asit Ivvwing Rpwn oiforts.
Pausan. Baot. c. 25, p, 758, ed. Kuhni.

(2) "Eers B &ddes Gpvs iphe, 05 sboepn Duing,  (Herodoti Ewterpe, lib ii.
p.117. Lend.1679.)  The superstition concerning this bird existed
in Egypt long before the time of Hevedotus, who saw there a representa-
tion of the Phanir, and says it bore a resemblance to the Eagle ; ( Thid.)
The same may be said of the figure on the Theban bas-relief, which might
be taken for an Eagle, but for the circumstance of the Heliopeliten
Obelisk, or Pillar of the Sun, which refers it at once to the Phanir,
The earliest Thebans could not have been unacquainted with the notions
entertained of the Phawiz; because its very name, and perbaps the
origin of its fabulous history, were dssyrian. Ovid tells us from whom
it received its appellation : ¥

“ Solis avi specimen ————————

Una est qure reparet, seque ipss reseminet, ales ;

Assyrii Phenica vocant," w——  Metamorph. lib. xv.
And Claudian, by whom it is repeatedly mentioned, baving dignified
the history of the Phenir with all the majesty of his Muse, expresses
himself iulanguage that'would not have been inapplicable as an epitaph
upon the Seros here mentioned ; admitting that it really enshrined the
ﬁ‘ﬂduﬁ.dlh’-dm »

' O senium positura rogo, falsisque sepulchris

O felix, heresque tui! quo solvimur omves,
Hoe tibi suppeditat vires, prabetur origo
. Per cinerem, moritur te non pereunte senectus.” '
‘  Claud. de Phanice.
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Pheeniz appeared upon antient monuments as a cg.r
symbol of reviving nature, especially upon the s
Roman medals’. With so many existing monu-
ments of the earliest ages of history and poetry,
thus presented to the notice of a transitory
traveller, it will not surely be again said that no
vestige remains of the Bwotian capital: indeed,
it may be asked, whether any part of Greece
exhibits a nobler association of sublime and dig-
nified objects than was here collected into one
view *—the living fountain—the speaking sepul-
chre—the Cadmean citadel—the Ogygian plain—
overwhelming the mind with every recollection
that has been made powerful by genius and
consecrated by inspiration; where every zephyr,
brguhing from Hericon, and Par~assus, over
the mouldering fabrics of TueBEs, seems to
whisper, as it passes, the names of Epaminondas
and Pindar and Homer and Orpheus.

The next day, December the sixth, there was, as Aibanian
i§-is usual in the Greek towns, a Sunday market "
for the Albanians; and this enabled us to see
a great number of them from all parts of the
R A o T,

,_lg,'}

P S L e 'Q:‘ . TR T

"’(8) §¢ appears upon the reverse of a medal of Anteminus Pins; also
upon & reverse of a medal of Constentine, with this legend,  rrtrx Tem-
FORUM REPARATIO. - '
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CHAP. in the commodities they offered for sale. They
.,_.,,_, appeared in all the colours of their extraordi-
nary dresses, supposed to be of the same
nature with that which was worn by the antient
Macedonians. It has been already represented
in a former part of these Travels'; and its
resemblance to the habits of the Celts has also
been pointed out®. They brought to this
market, oxen, fish, butcher's meat, and wood.
We entered into a place where they had
assembled to eat their food; not as at an
ordinary, but rather an Albanian pic-nic, to
which every individual contributed some-
thing that he had conveyed with him from his
own home. This food, packed in a cleanly
manner by their women, consisted principally
of heavy corn-cakes baked in wood #embers,
and of dried fruit. Game abounds in the
country ; but they have a strange prejudice,
which, as it also characterized the antient
inhabitants of Greece’, and is still universal,

(1) See the Plate facing p.762, Vol. 11l of the g-n.sd?lq
of these Travels, Broxb, 1814, — Their military dress, with all its
.embruidery, is bowever much better represeuted by a coloured plate in
Mr, Hobiouse's Travels (facing p. 133. Lond. 1813), which exhibits an
Albanian warrior to the life : uu,umuu«m

the Reader is particularly referred to Mr. Hobhouse's Work.

(2) See Vol. VL. p. 586, of the Octave Edition ; and the Nou!n-
Lard Byren's * Childe Harolde.” .
(ﬂhﬂhﬂdh%d—“mo&nbm

by Aschyhus; ver, 142 of the dgamemnon.
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ought to be mentioned. They will neither eat CHAP.
a hare, nor touch it after it has been killed: and \_,.....
so powerful is their aversion from this animal,

that no Albanian servant can be prevailed upon
to.take the skin from a hare, or even to remain

in the house where it is dressed’. Some of

these 4/banians came from Skemata; where they

said they had seen our Epidaurian dog, during

the preceding evening; and that he had been to

the house where we had lodged, in search of

us. In the course of the day a letter arrived

from Captain Lacy, who informed us that he

had also seen him, about six miles from Thebes :

so that the poor animal had scoured the whole
country, and was apparently making his way

back to Athens ; which indeed proved to be the

case’. Yl

(4) The English Consul at Salemica, Mr, Charnoud, beivg fond of
shooting, and having plenty of game in his neighbourheod, yet found
that it was wanton destruction to kill the Aares; for his servantd,
patives of the country, would neither eat th-.mdn-thuhhh
ewn table.

(5) Such a loss may appear to be of little importance hlll‘l‘
by his fire-side ; bt it was seriously regretted on our part ; for it
deprived us of a guard upon whose fidelity and watchfulness we could
always rely, and whose sagacity scemed almost human. He would
sametimes go forward with the baggage-hotses upon a journey; and
‘Nhen the owner of the horses dismounted the baggage, be rever
~ quitted it until we arrived.
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g cuar:  On Monday afternoon, December the - seventh;
© M heing the fourth since our arrival, we.left
Journey o hebes, at three o'clock, by the Gate of Blectra’,

& Plues.  pursuing the route marked out by Pausanias, as
leading towards MountCrruxrox and Prartxa,

in the hope of finding some vestiges ‘of that

city; no remains of it having hitherto been
discovered. Leaving the town, there is an

aqueduct, in the wall of which we saw a bas-

relief representing an equestrian figure, with

v one of his horse’s fore feet resting upon the
marble cylinder of a_well, as in the act of

striking it with his hoof. This evidently
alludes to the Baotian story of the Hippocrene

fountain, produced where the earth was struck

by the hoof of Bellerophon’s horse Pegasus®;

and it confirms what the author has*elsewhere

said of the antiquity of those massive marble

(1) ‘Eggawivy 31 in Taarvaias frsdey I oy nwra widmg bewir
‘Wiscgns. Powson. Baot. ¢ 8.p. 728, eofit. .

(2) Vid. Pausan. in Beotic. ¢.81. p. 77l—et inCorinth. ¢ 51. p.105.
Theydoy yip v§ Jwwy nal slow digeves o Dup doiivas i yiv bigwns oot
Déguws v iwri.  This Greek fable originated, according to Bockart, .
in the corruption of a Phawician word. (#id. Not. Clerici in Vavior.
Not, Hesiod. p. 347, Edit. Robinson, Oxon. 1737. " Nat. 6. in vec.
w)“mmnmmmmmn
“m“mwﬂaw‘r‘n—h‘»
*“ crenen, ortum fecit fabule, quasi esset xgim Jrwes, fons oqui, seu o®
“* squo excitatus.” y : o



cylinders. placed over the mouths of wells in %
Greece ; as at Athens, and Argos: for the well «mmm
represented by this bas-relief resembled, as

they do, externally, an antient altar; and it

might be mistaken for an altar, were it not for

the remarkable position of the horse, which
plainly refers to the real subject intended to be
represented. On the outside of the town, upon,

this southern side of Thebes, there is a fountain ;
perhaps the same described by Spon® as that

which the Antients called Dircé, and which lowed

into the Ismenus. The view of the Cadmean Viewofine
Omdeluhereverygnnd and it is by much the Ciag
finest view of Thebes. It appears to stand amidst
several broken eminences, towering above all of

them, and commanding the great plain which
extends towards the right and left, reaching

from east to west'. Beyond the plain, towards

the north, appear the wavy summits of the
mountain boundary. We continued through
pasture land to Platana, distant two hours from a.a.a
Turnes; a small village, consisting only T

seven cottages, but perhaps retaining, in its

name, a derivative from the nmntappdlahon

(3) Voyage deGrice, tom. I p. 55. & la Haye, 1724, ‘
(4) See the Fignetie to this Chapter. demwm
iptevvening between Mons Mesopins, um-ﬂmhu-.b
called, by Eschylus, Ml "Avwwed.  Vid. Jgam. v. 305. h
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CHAR of Prarza. The whole of this part of the

Asapus.

\wempmes Plain, through which the Asopus flows, is still
called Platana, as far as the village of Purgos to
the west; where there is one of those ruined
towers common in the plains of Beeotia, probably
the remains of forts constructed for alarm and
defence, during the period of the Roman power ;
but as it is likely that they were erected upon
the site, and with the materials afforded by the
ruins of the Grecian towns, they are always
worthy of notice. We arrived at Platana one
hour before sun-set, and immediately set out
for the source of the Asopus. This river main-
tains the character of almost all the Grecian
streams, being only a winter torrent; and so
dry in summer, that it may be passed without
observation ; a circumstance that happened to
us in this month of December, as we journeyed
from MaraTHON to TueEBEs'. The source of
it is erroneously placed by.geographers® in
Mount CrruzroN. It does not rise in the
mountam, but in this plain, at the foot of
CrruzroN, as we shall presently shew. A

(1) Seethe observation made by Mr. Hawkins, as contaived in the
extract from his Letter to the ‘author, given in a Note of the preceding
Chapter.

(%) See the Map of Bwotia by Barbié du Bocage, pubwby
Barthelemy, &e.
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minute attention to the relative position  of CHAP.
objects near the village of Platani will here be
réquisite, that it may enable.us to correct the
very erroneous description of this district
published by the Abbé Barthelemy, to illustrate
his account of the blattle of Platwa, from the
observations of Barbié du Boccage®. The Asopus
is there deduced from the heights of CiTn£rON,
whence it flows from the south towards the
north, through an imaginary valley, separating
into two channels whi.ch do not exist; and
Prarza 1s placed upon the mountain to the
south of these separate streams. We had this
map upon the spot; and finding it to be so
false and confused, that it was wholly irrecon-
cileable with the scene itself, the author, with
the very imperfect means he possessed, made
a more accurate survey; but this document has
since been lost. However, from the notes
written at the time, he is able in some measure
to supply its place; and for this purpose, it
may be proper to recapitulate a little of that
which has been said before. Platini is about
six miles to the south of Thebes. To the
south-west of Platand” upon CrTHERON, now

- .

\3) Recueil de Cartes Géographiques, &c. relatifs au Voyage du

Joune dnacharsis. 'Troisidme Edition, No.1V, Paris, 1790.
VOL. VII. H
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bearing the name of Elatea, is a place called

S Cocla, in view, and as it were hanging upon the

Source of
the River.

side of the mountain. Due west is Purgos, with
its ruined tower, at the extremity of the plain of
Platind.  Turning from the sowh towards the
east, to the south-east of Platana village, there
are some ruins: first, of a chapel, upon a hill at
about gun-shot distance,'in which we saw an
antient bas-relief; and somewhat farther on; in
this direction, are the ruins of a village, and of
another chapel, standing upon the site of an
antient temple, whose Hilapidations are obser-
vable in the large hewn stones lying all around
the area it occupied. Below this chapel is the
SOURCE OF THE Asoprrs; not upon CiTHZRON,
but in the Platwan plain, below* the mountdin,
From its source winding round to the right,
thereby inclosing the land in which the village
of Plaana lies, and flowing at first from the
seuth-east towards the north-west, it afterwards
turns off towards the north and north-east, sepa-
rating the antient 7heban plain from that of
Platea; and thence, pursuing its course to-
wards the Gulph of Euripus, it there falls into
the sea. The appearaiice of the source is that
of a little well in the midst of a small marsh; and
close to it are the vestiges of some antient struc-
ture, perhaps the Hieron of the source itself.
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- Night put a stop to our farther researches, CHAP.
after our visit to the source of the Asopus; and
we returned to the village of Platana without
having as yet found any remains of the ecity of
Prarza. To our great surprise, the inhabi-
tants of Platana entertained traditions remark-
ably connected with the history of the place.
They spoke ofga great baule having happened Traditions
here in former times; and said they would con- Bede of
duct us in the morning to the spot where it was '
fought; for they knew, it well, both from the
circumstance of its being more fertile than any
other part of their land, and from the various
bits of iron, lead, and other antiquities, which
they had always been accustomed to ffhd there.
They spoke also of a Paleo-castro, in the direction
of Cocla, but less distant; situate upon a pro-
jecting part of Citheron, where they occasionally
find medals. The most interesting conversation
we ever had with the Albanians took place this
evening, among the inhabitants of Platanz. The
owner of the little hut where we lodged, wel-
comed us, as we entered, with the usual hospi-
tality of his countrymen. Seating himself upon Condition
the clean and well-swept floor of his dwelling, b
with his back leaning against his upright sacks
~ of corn, he bade his wife be brisk, and get a cake
of bread ready, and bake it upon the hearth,

H2
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CHIA;P. while he peeled the onions; “for,” said he, “the
v._L.'_, strangers shall eat and be merry.” The cake

was soon prepared, and covered with glowing
embers; the wife every now and then pushing
the hot coals aside, with her fingers, to see when
the edges of the dough began to crack'. Pre-
sently it was all uncovered; and taking it from
the fire, she wiped off the ashes with her woollen
apron; and then, breaking it nicely into shard,
she gave to each person present a smoking por-
tion, accompanied by a large peeled onion. The
custom is, to eat the onion raw, with the hot
cake of the unleavened bread: and this diet we
relished, with a little salt, to the full as much
as did 8ur host himself; who setting the ex-
ample, encouraged us, by adding, that ‘his
sacks were all full, and that we need not feaf to
eat plentifully.” His neighbours, attracted by
curiosity, joined the circle round his hearth ;
and a fresh cake was made for them; another
and another being afterwardsdevoured. When
they had all eaten, as it sometimés happens

il

(1) Cakes of bread, thus baked upon the hearth and covered with
the embers, were called, by the Antient Greeks, Tvediras dorangEynevpini.
(Vid. Athenwi Deipnosoph. lib.iii. e.27. Suid. Hesych.) 1If baked upon
the embers, the bread bore another name ; “Agrov ¥ o bow) nad é dwe-

woplas nadeiperes, ia’ ‘-‘e‘m ¥ ixcdvas. madrsivas ¥ olrog buwh viveg Qoplrnge
Athen. Deip. lib. iii. ¢.29. p.111. Lugd. 1657.
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among people who are well fed; a conversation CHAP.
began upon the faults of their rulers, and the «—mm—

grievous oppressions under which they laboured.
We then began to perceive that these poor pea-
sants are not so entirely ignorant of the antient
renown of their country, or of its present:re-
sources, as might be supposed. They said, that
the land they cultivated had once been tilled by
4 race of famous warriors; and that it would be
found now, as formerly, full of heroes, if a leader
were to present himself. The family of our host
consisted of himself and his wife, and eight sons
and daughters. His boys were stout and sturdy,
and his girls extremely beautiful. He said that
the daily expense of his household amounted
to three pards a head; and that his annual pay-
ment to his Turkish masters came to an hundred
and fifty piastres more, which he found it a very
difficult thing to supply. Allowing, therefore,
that the amount of his earnings barely equalled
his expenditure, flis income altogether, for the
maintenance of a wife and eight children, would
not be equal to twelve pounds sterling of our
m%ney, according to the average of exchange
between England and Turkey®.

(2) Reckoning fifteen piastres for the pound sterling, as the par of
exchange,
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iﬁ p.  The next morning, 7uesday, December the
g.:i._.a eighth, we were surprised to find the ground
covered with snow, it being the first time we had
seen snow in Greece. The inhabitants of Platdna
told us so great a quantity fell in the preceding
winter, that they were confined to their cottages
during several weeks;—a remarkable circum-
stance in so low a situation, and in such a lati-
tude'. It affords a striking confirmation of the
accuracy of Thucydides, who says that a great
deal of snow fell during the night when the
Platwans fled to Athens, and left their city; taking
the road towards 7eles, in order to deceive their
enemies who were there stationed®. We set-out
with our host, to visit the place still pointed out,
by the tradition of his countrymen, as the field of
THE BATTLE OF PLaTZA. In our way %thither,
we passed a very small stream, called, by the
people of this village, Platana river: it falls into
the Asopus. And near to it there is an antient
well,. distinguished as such lgy being covered
with a massive marble cylinder, whose interior
is worn into deep furrows by the ropes formerly
used in drawing water. To mark the situati®n

(1) About 38° 20° of North latitude. ,

(2) Kad & 9if vavbry ivipy Smonpopiom word vs Swp b s bmewarinu, §
i varegiygovrss dwsgmuidnear. Thucydid, lib, hi. cap, 23, p, 160. edit.
Hudsoni, Qzon. 1696. )
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of this well as precisely as possible, it is neces-
sary to state, that the whole distance to the
ground called The field of battle by the people of
Platana, is not more than a mile to the north-east
of their village; and this wel/ is about half way
thither. The stream near to it may perhaps be
that of the Gargaphian fountain, mentioned by
Herodotus when he notices the station of the
Laced@monian soldiers, before the battle of
Platea®: it was near to the 4sopus, and upon
the right wing of the Grecian army at the foot of
Citheron*. And the wéll seems to correspond,
‘as to its situation, with the sacred well of
Pausanias; but there were no ruins by the side
of it*. - The peasants still entertain traditions
and superstitious notions concerning another
well, somewhat farther on, more accordant with
his account’ of the inspiring properties of the
®PEAP IEPON, and whose situation will be
particularly described. Every object of this
kind, not being liable to change, will be eagerly
sought for by travellers, as the antient topo-

W

(8) Tiiv 1 ngivmy «hy Tagyainy, da’ ds Sdgsisre wiv vi evpdeivpa vi ‘Exdn-
nxdy, dvvirdpatey xal evsiyweav. {eay plv Oy xava o xeiviy Awxadaipeivens
wovver esveypivas,  Herodoti Culliope, c. 48, p.532. Lond: 1679.
- (4) ITbid.
(5) 'Ev wels lpuwios, x.v. 2. Pausan, Deeot. c.2. p-714. ed Kukn.
(6) 'Emaverdovre wivevrss. Ibid. :
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graphy of Greece becomes more known ; for the

M=~ time is fast approaching when the history of

Camp of

I Mordonius.

the battle of Platwa will be illustrated by”an
accurate survey of the scene of action. The
position of the sacred well is falsely assigned in
the plan of the battle by Barbié du Bocecage.
Instead of being sought for towards Citheron,
or in the plain immediately below the mountain,

“as hé has placed it, the vestiges, perhaps of the
- Temple of Apolle, and the well itself, may be

found quite in a contrary direction. That we
may describe the spot with so much precision
as to become guides for others who follow us,
it will be necessary to mark its situation, with
reference not only to the village of Platana, but
to the main route from Thebes to the Peloponnesus.
In the road which leads from Zheles to the
Morea, about a league and a quarter from
Thetes, there is a bridge over the Asopus, now
called ““the Morea bridge;” and here, according
to the tradition of the inhabitants, was the camp
of Mardonius, or, as they style him, “the Gene-
ralissimo of the grand army of the Medes:” and
certainly there is nothing in their tradition
contradicting what historians teach us to
believe was the real position of the Persian

‘camp. From this bridge (which, as a land-

mark, no traveller will be at any loss to-dis-
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cover) turning out of the road, and crossing
the Asopus to the south-west, about a mile
up the plain of Platana, is the well consi-
. dered by the inhabitants as the *sacred well.”
Among several large antique stones, lying by
the side of it, they pointed out to us a piece of
rude and very antient sculpture, considered by
them as now exhibiting the marks of horses” feet ;
but which is evidently nothing more than a part
of an architectural ornament belonging to some
temple once erected near to this well, probably
that of Apollo, which was in ruins in the time of
Pausanias’, and with whose situation, from the
remarkable circumstance of the well itself, and
its reputed sanctity even at the present time, it
"seems so atcurately to correspond. The form
of the grooving in the stone exhibits an

appearance, which has given rise to the absurd
_notion of an impression made by the feet of

(1) Vid, Bawot. ¢. 2. p,714. ed. Kuhnii,
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horses. Throughout this plain, from the Morea

-......,I_.a bridge to the well, the peasants, as they till the

Plat@en-

sian Terri- |

tory.

Ruins of
the City
of Platea.

soil, find bits of iron and of lead, together with
antient coins: from this circumstance, and the
great fertility of the soil, they maintain that this
was the field of the memorable lattle of Platea.
The road leading from Thebes to the Peloponnesus
is the present boundary of the territory of
Platana': which is however very extensive, as
the people of Platana informed us; for they say
it reaches to a very considerable distance,
winding in a fine fertile plain between Platana
and Purgos. We observed no tombs either
upon or near to the spot assigned by tradition
for the scene of such a memorable contest; but
in going from Platana to Cocla, just before
arriving at the latter place, we found the ruins
of the city of PeaTx4A ; and here we saw some
antient sepulchres without the walls of the
Citadel®; also afterwards, in descending from
Cocla towards LEucTrA, we noticed tumuli in
the Platwensian plain; corresponding with the
account given by Pausanias®; more than one of
them being surmounted by a‘ruin in stone.

(1) According to Pausanias, the Asopus afforded the antient boundary
between the Theban and the Plateensian plains.
(2) Rara 3i viw indor pdiuora viv i Tirdrasar wido viv wpis Midov;
payseapivey sici. Pausania, lib.ix. ¢.2. p.715. edit. Kuhnii,
(3) Pausan. ibid.
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Platana of course takes its present name from Cgtl}
the ground whereon it stands. The ruins of
Prarza are upon a promontory, projecting
from the base of Ciruzron. The place has
now the usual appellation bestowed upon the
ruins of Grecian citadels: it is called Paleo-
Castro; but it must not be confounded with
Cocla, being at least a mile nearer to Pldnz
than that village. In going from Platanz to
Pal@o-Castro, before arriving at these ruins, we
we saw the tombs before mentioned: then we
arrived at the walls of PLATZA; standing rather
in an elevated situation, upon the promontory
which here stretches out from the mountain.

Those walls exhibit the earliest style of mili-

tary architecture, and are almost Cyclopéan ;
consisting of very considerable masses, evenly

hewn, and well built. Here the peasants, in
ploughing the soil, find their labours frequently
obstructed by large blocks of stone; and the

earth is filled with broken remains of terra cotta.

The upper part of the promontorygs entirely
covered with ruins: among these we found

some pieces of serpentine porphyry, but the build-

ings in general appear to have been constructed

with common limestone. Some labourers, em- Medals
ployed among these ruins, had found upon the oot
spot a few small silver coins, which they sold **

é
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cHAP. to us. The legend not being entire upori é.ny

1L

e One of them, we could only conjecture, from the

subjects represented, that they were medals of
Chalcis in Eubcea. In front they exhibit the
same head of Ceres that appears upon the
smaller Carthaginian medals; and upon their
obverse sides, an eagle devouring a serpent, which
ma® be considered as an invariable type of the
medals of Chalcis'. Besides these, both here
and at Platana, we obtained a few very small
bronze coins of Beotia, with the usual symbols
—the Bewotian shield, a trident, and the legend
BOIQTON. No medal of Platwa could be
procured, either here, or in any other part of
Beeotia; nor is there an example of such a
medal in any European collection: «It has
been said, in order to explain this, that the city
was destroyed at a very early period ; but after
its restoration, first by Philip, and afterwards
by Alexander, it continued to .be inhabited until
a very late age. Pausanias, in the second
fdad

{1) This curious symbolical representation of the Eagle and Serpent
may agdmit of a conjectural illustration, when it is considered, that the
bird of Jove denoted apotheosis, or immortality; and the serpent typified
life. Perhaps, therefore, it was one of those mysterious allusions to a
state of existence after death which gxisted among the Antients.
Arius, aking of Lacedemon, affixed his signet, with this representation,
upon the Letter he seut to Onias, High-priest of the Jews ; as it is related
by Josephus. See also Du Pin, Bibl. Univ. p.8, Amst. 1708.
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century, gives an account of the curiosities of cmap.
the city, and relates the traditions of its inhabi- h_l_!:__.
tants®. Future travellers, who have leisure for
.making excavations, will find this s;;ot very
likely to reward them for the labour and
expense of such an undertaking. The founda-

tions of temples are visible among the vestiges of

the citadel, and the remains of ‘towers" are
conspicuous upon its walls. A remarkable
proof of the great antiquity of mural turrets'in Mural
military architecture ,was afforded in a former o
Part of these Travels ; and this style of N
building characterizes the fortifications of
Piarza. In the account given of the citadel

by Thucydides, we further learn that it was
‘protected by a fosse : yet such was the simplicity

of the means used for securing those antient
fastnesses, compared with the complicated
structure of a modern fortress, that when the
Thebans, after their vain attempt to surprise

the city, endeavoured to effect their retreat,

they cut the wooden bolt of the gates asunder;

(2) Vid. Pausan. lib,ix. cc.1.2, 3, 4. ed. Kuhnii.
(3) See the Vifnetie to Chap. IL. vol.IL. of the Octavo Edition of
these Travels ; also the observations which afterwards occur in that
* Chapter, p.69, upon a veryantient medal found in Ma«dm. whence
that Vignette was taken,
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CHAP. a woman havxng supplied them with a hatchet
._.,__a for this purpose'.

About a mile beyond the ruins of PLaTzA,is the
modern village of Cocla. Here we also collected
some bronze medals of Baotia, from the inhabi-
tants. Itoccupies an eminence upon the side of
Cl'ruamov, at one hour'’s distance from Platiana.

Remains of Descending from Cocla towards LEvcTrA, which

LrvcTra.

retains something of its antient name, although
pronounced Lefira, or Lefra, we noticed several
tombs ; and upon a lofty conical hill, about half
way between these two places, we observed the
remains of an ancient fortress. Below this hill,
upon the left hand, about a quarter of a mile
from the road, we saw also some colunm, and
the remains of a temple, since formed into a
chapel. The peasants told us that there was an
mscription in the pavement of this building:
but after working for some time, to no purpose,
in search of it, by removing the earth and rubbish
which covered the pavement, we abandoned the
undertaking. The modern chapels which exist

(1) Ol B, xark wiras lghuoos, m-k’o‘mdum Aabivres mal ha-
xidavrss wiv poyhi, WEirder ol woddei. ﬂlcydid lib. ii. ¢, 4. p. 86.
edit. Hudsoni.
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everywhere in the vicinity of Thebes, and indeed .
_over all Beotia, constructed from the ruins of wmms
Pagan sanctuaries, prove the vast number of
. antient Hieraand temples whichformerly abounded
in this country. ‘We observed them in all the
Beotian plain, at Paleo-Castro, and throughout
the whole route towards Tuespra and Hericox.
Having crossed the hills which separate the
plain of Prarza from that of Leucrra, we
arrived at the ruins of the latter place; which
though but a village,of Beeotia, became so con-
spicuous, owing to the victory obtained here by
the Thebans under Epaminondas, over a very
superior force of the Spartans, that the traces yet
remaining of its ancient monuments are like those
“of a considerable city. This famous battle was
fought on the eighth of Ju/y,in the year 371 before
Christ. On the side of the Thebans only three
hundred were slain; but the Spartans lost four
thousand®, who were all put to death, together
with their king Cleombrotus; and they forfeited,
for ever, the empire of Greece, which they had
retained during three centuries®’. Hheler seems

-— ~

(2) Pausanias states the numbers very differently ; making the loss
. of the Thebans only equal to forty-sevem, and that of the Sparfans,
one thousand.
(8) Oimirr yap IE Insiver v wids EXAdoars Aptieovias dvuhaflshy bxm-. N
e wpiwnper.  Strabon. Geog. lib. ix. p. 601. edit. Oron.
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cHAP. to have mistaken the ruins of Levcrra for the
-._.,l_..; remains of another city. They are situate at the
distance of three hours from Cocla'. The ground

for a considerable space is covered with im-

mense fragments of marble ' and stone ; among

which the inhabitants have long laboured in vain

* to introduce the plough for the cultivation of the

soil. We saw them employed in breaking a
| huge bas-relief, and labouring hard to remove the
foundations of antient edifices: but fhe remains
; of the trophies, temples, apd walls of LEvcTrA
will resist their utmost unremitted efforts for a

long time to come. JHalfa mile farther on, upon

the brow of a hill, above the plain of Leuctra, is
Rimocastri. 'We continued journeying along this

plain towards Neocorio; and about' twa, miles

from LevcTra we passed upon our right the

Ruins ¢ Temains of an antient town, now called Phria,
#4ria- whose vestiges are very considerable. It was -
here that /#heler found several inscriptions; but

none of them enabled him to assertain the origi-

nal name of the place®. Near the road was ob-

served a bas-relief representing a human figure

L

(1) Asimvwras Bi i viwes oiros mavi o ix Hhareisy sis Ouemiag idiv,
Strabon. Geog. lib. ix. p, 601, edit. Ozon.
(2) ““Wecame to some ruins, and old decayed churches, called
Phria: where we also found some inscriptions ; especially one, which '
i was a pededtal, dedicated by the town to one Trrus FLavius ArisTus.”
Wheler's Journ. into Greece, Book vi. p. 470, Lond. 1682,
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md:ahnceor spear, standing by a horse. CHAR.
Thence turning towards the left, we crossed a __,
river which runs from Hericon into the plain,

and saw the shaft of a column lying in the chan-

nel ofit. We then ascended gradually towards

the side of Hericon, now called Zagard, and

came to the village of Neocorio, considered by viuage of
Wheler as antiently Tuespra : it is distant one Y
hour, or three miles, from Levcrra. There

aré so many ruins at the foot of Hevricow,

that we could not co the observations of

Wheier as to the exact situation of Tursp1a.

The ruins at Phria have perhaps more pretension

to the name of Turspra than the village called
Neocorio, where there is not a trace even of the

broken pottery which is always found upon the

site of antient cities, nor of any antiquity what-

soever’. At a short distance from Nencorio, in

our way thither, upon our right, we thought we

had found the situation of TuEspra, by the Doubts
quantity of ruins we there observed: but its m
position is by no means certain; nor have we ol
since been satisfied with what other travellers,

whom we consulted, have said upon the subject.

. P @ o TRt S S
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(8) The very name of the place is against the notion of its “hﬂln‘
ever been an antient city. /Neocorio signifies New-town ; in opposition to
Palao-corio, and Paleo-castro, names generally applied to places where
there are ruins.

VOL. VII. 1
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Medals.

p. If Neocorio be considered as now occupying the

site of TuEsp1a, not a vestige remains of the
antient city, Even the inscription which W heler
discovered upon the pedestal of a statue serving
for the altar of a church was not found at
Neocorio, but in its neighbourhood ; and this we
songht for in vain'. We observed, indeed, a few
letters belonging to a Greek inscription, in a
chapel above the village of Neocorio; but these
stones might all of them have been brought from
Phria, which is hard by, and which has evidently
served as a quarry for the inhabitants of all this
district, whenever building materials were re-
quired. As the ruins at Phria immediately oceur
after those of Leuctra, to one journeying from
Prarza to Mount HELICON, it segms probable
that they are those of TuesPIA. At Neocorio we
failed in obtaining one essential requisite towards
information upon this subjeect ; namely, 7hespian
medals: for by attention to local circumstances
connected with the discovery of the antient coins
of Grecian cities, many doubts may be removed
concerning the situation of those cities. Scholars,
visiting Greece, ought to be wery careful in
noticing the particular symbols which predormi-
nate upon gems and medals, in particular places,

(1) See Wheles's Journey into Greece, p- 471. Lond. 1682.



together, or classed according to the cabinet o
notions of untravelled antiquaries; for by so
doing, much of the confusion caused by their
‘writings might be avoided’. The particular
symbol that might be said to predominate
among the medals found here, was that of a
radiated female head, represented in front; and
upon the obverse side, a warrior; leaning with his
right arm upon his right thigh, his right foot
being elevated and su;?o:ted by a pedestal; the
same figure also holding in his left hand a spear.
Such medals we often found in Beotia; but
never with any legible inseription. We obtained
at Neocorio two very remarkable bronze coins,
having a beautiful full face in front of each,
differing from the former; and upon their ob-
verse sides was the letter ¢ in a chaplet or
wreath of laurel. Perhaps these are medals of
Phocis; but being found upon this spot, it is
possible that they might belong to Phria, and
that an antient town of this name once stood

(2) For examples of errors thus introduced into Numismatic history,
the reader may be referred to the splendid deseription of the Hunterian
Collection by Combe, where the medals of AMpmiroLis are assigned
to Lesbos, and those of Ecowa to Hgium. Wid. Num. Vet. Pop, et
Urb. &c. Caroli Combe, p. 171, Tab, 83. et p. 12. No. 1. &e. Lond.
‘7". o, 'y H " r L a 3
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¢ *i' whoretbemnsmm wh:ehbearﬂntppel
g ‘*-—6-'-1 lation. From these observations, it must be

evident that some employment remains for future
travellers in this part of Beeotia; and above all,
that the situation of Tuesera, although nearly
that which ?heler has assigned for it, has not
'yet been satisfactorily ascertained.

Perhaps we may be more fortunate in marking
the position of places in Mount HELICON. As
there is no map to illustrate the topography of
Herrcow, it was necessary to be more than
ustally attentive to the observations of Strabo
and Pausanias : no deseription of the mountain
having been given by any modern author ; nor,
at the time of our journey, was there any thing
known of the antient road from Levcrra and
Tursera to Lesapéa. Tt had always been
‘customary to avoid the mountdin] ‘and to pro-
ceed to LEgapia by a circilitous route along
the level country.  Yet it muSt have beeén'evident
to any one who had" read ‘the learned work: of
Barthelemy, respecting the imaginary Travels of
Anacharsis, that, being guided by Strabo and by
Pausanias, he p'roeeeds from Pratza, to Levc-
TRA and to ASCIA, 4s 4 common route in going
to Lesapea. We were 'ﬁerefoi'e wmhced.
that if we could discover the old route in which
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perhaps discover also the site of Tae Grove

" or mHE Muses, which was also in Hericow;
“although neither of these places had then been
recognised by lny modern traveller. »

After a very dlhgent mqmry atNoooorio we
were informed. that a defile, or pass, of Mount
Helicon conducted to LesaDpEa; and that this 7S
road might be used, ad of the more usual
way by the plain. As we remained in this vil-
lage during the night, we had an opportunity of
examining many of the peasants concerning this
route. Attracted by a natural curiosity to see
strangers, several of them came from -their
dwellings to the cottage where we lodged. They
told us, that if we would send owr baggage
round by Paleo Panaja, and Mazi, we might go

over the mountain, by the Monastery of St. Nicholo,
to Sagara, or Sackra, and afterwards descend
by another monastery, (that of St¢. George), to
LeBapea. It was,” they said, “a mountain
“'ptss; and the shorterway : but being the oid

“ road, natrow and stony, and difficult for travel-
“lers; it had long been disused, excepting by
“ the peasants; the other route having been

“ considered as more convenient for travellers.”

117

Ascna was situate, we should not only be grati- CHAP.
fied by visiting the birth-place of HEsion, but e
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© ©HAP. This was precisely the sort of information we
‘= had been desirous to obtain. In many parts of

i Greece, where the antient paved road has fallen
to decay, and the parts of it have been torn up,
it has been abandoned: in the passage of a
mountain, the destruction of the antient pave-

ment would therefore, in all probability, cause

the road to become so bad as to occasion the

entire desertion of the whole route; and that

this was the case in the present instance, will

presently be evident. ny

Further We passed the night, as we had done at Pla-
o the  tdnd,in the midst of Albanians, stretched around
poomie® a hearth. upon the same floor with us; their
cattle occupying one half of the ropm, and the.

family the other. The same simplicity appeared -

in.all things relating to their manner of life,—the

same disinterested hospitality, and the same
cleanliness: for although the best Albanian cot=

tage have not even a hole in the roof for the

smoke from the hearth to escape, yet the walls

and the floor, being covered with clay or plaister,
constantly swept, are so perfectly clean, that

neither vermin nor dirt of any kind can be har-
boured ; nor is there in these dwellings the same
liability to contagion which exists in the divins

: and couches of more stately mansions. For the
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rest, ‘the condition of the Albanian peasantry, fﬁl’
who cultivate the plains of Greece, is 80 much e
the same, and their way of living so uniform,
that the description of a single family may apply
‘to the whole community. The great plains of
Beeotia and Thessaly may be said to surpass all
other in the world in beauty and fertility. To
our eyes, the plain of Bewotia appeared like one
vast natural garden. Yet the labouring peasants,
who are all of them Albanians, (the idea of industry
in Greece having no otyal. association than that
of an Albanian peasant,) complain everywhere 'of
oppression: and indeed the labours of the plough
can hardlybe considered as a peaceful occupa-
tion, in a land where the husbandmen appear in
the fields armed as for battle. Such, however,
seems to have been the condition of the country
ever since the days of Homer. When the traveller
enters one of ‘the houses, every thing he sees
calls to mind the simplicity of manners which
characterized the inhabitants of Hellas in the ﬁiht
ages of its history. The bread is always ‘made
into cakes, which are baked upon the hearth,
beneath the embers: while this is preparing by
the women, the men are W‘ﬂﬂpeehngiﬂd
splitting the ovions to be served with it. The
master. of the house, after receiving his guests,
as it has been before stated, takes the post of
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ASCENT TO MOUNT HELICON.
honour, by seating himself against his sacks of
corn, which often occupy a considerable portion
of the floor of his cottage: there he remains,
issuing his orders to his family until the meal is
over; when he encourages his guests to take
their rest, by first setting the example, and con-
signing himself to sleep, without moving from
the spot where he finished his repast. .

The next morning, December the ninth, we left
Neocorio, and immedjately began to ascend
Mou~T HevLicon in a . W. direction, above the
village; passing the ruined chapel before noticed,
which we believed to be the building where
Wheler found the inscription relating to TuEsPpra.
Below us, upen our right hand, there was.a
rivulet, formed by a stream of water falling’ from
Hericon, towards the plain of Neocorio, or
Tresria; and beyond this, upon the opposite
side of the dingle through which this rivulet fell,
standing upon an eminence, we saw, a¥illage,
called Pangja'. Our road conducted us along
the north-east side of the mountain; and inabout
an hour we arrived at the little Monastery of St
Nicholo; within a_sheltered recess of HELiCOX.
The description of this remarkable scene shall

e
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(1) Mas dym.



