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HAP. 
III. 

J EY TO CITHJERON 

L T Th h 1 of thi par of ill 

thr u b hich th , opus flow ~ i till 
alled Platana, a far a the villaO' of UrO"o t 

the west; where· ther i one f tho e ruined 
to rs common in the plain of Breotia, proba 1. 
the remain f fort on .. truct d for al rm a d 
defence durinO' the p riod of the Roman power; 
but a . it i likely that th y 'W re r ct d up n 
the ite, and with the material a rd by the 
ruin of the Grecian town, th yare allVay 

o h of notic . e arri d at P latlina one 
hour before sun- t, and imm di tely et ut 
for the source of the L1. opus. Thi river main
tain the character of almo t all the Grecian 
tream , being onI a wiut r torrent; and 

dry in ummer, that it may be p ed vi hout 
b ervation; a circum tanc th t. hap ne to 

u in thi month of December, a we j urn d 
from ARATHO to THEBES 1 . The ource f 
it i errone u ly plac d b _ eo r her 2 in 

ount ITHJERON. It does not ri e in th 
mountain, but in thi plain, at th fo t 
CITHiE 0 ,a we hall pre ently hew. 

1) the 0 enation Inad 'Y r. lIawlt '"". contained 'lI the 
Ktnact from his Letter to e author, given in a ot of th p ctdiu!; 
Chapter. 

( ) Lh Map oC lJ otia by Bar6i1 t" l1oc~I" publi.&h d b.J 
11 rllult'INy, &e. 
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AND PLATiEA. 97 

min te attention to the r,elative p' sit1.on of CHAP. 

bject near the villa e of Platana win here be L l:r. , 
r qui ite, that it may enable us to correct the 
very rroneous de cription of thi di trict 
publi bed by the Abbe Barthelemy, to illustrate 
hi ' account of the hattle cif Platr:ea, from t:Qe 
ob ervatiun of Ba1·bie du Baccage'. The Asopus 
i there deduce from the h. 'ghts OfCJTH.£RON, 
W ence it flow from· the south towards the 
north, through an imag'nary valley, separating 
. to two chann 1 wh~ch do not exist; a d 
PLATJEA is placed upon the mountain to the 
outh of these separate stream. e had this 

map 'upon the spot· and . finding it to be so 
fal e and confu d, that it was wholly irrecon
cileable 'til the cene itself, the author, . with 

very impel ct means he possessed, made 
a more accurate survey; but this doc ment has 
. ince been 10 t. However, from the note 
written at the time, he is able in some measure 
.to upply it place; and for this purpo e, it 
may be proper to recapitulate a little of that 
w ich ha been aid before. Platana i about 

ix miles to the outh of Thebes. To the 
sou h-w~ t of Platana upo CITH..ERO, now 

• 
3) Recueil de Cartes e gr~~biq es, &c. r latirs au Vo age du 

Jtlfl.n1J 4nt,,:"a,.,u. Troisi~'me Edition, No. IV. PtUl., 119 . . 

VOL. VB. u 
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the RiYer. 
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1 f h 
PI vI a urni outh towar 
ewt, th south-east of Platana village, there 

e orne ruin : fir t, of a chapel, upon a hill at 
about gun-shot di tance, in '\ ich we a w an 
n i nt ba -f lief; a d ew hat farther n, in 
hi dir tion are the ruin of ilIa, a d of 

another chapel, tandina upon he site of an , 
nti nt tempI, wh e dila idation are b er-
abi in the lar ewn t ne lying all arou d 
e area it occupied. Below thi chap 1 i th 

' 0 RCE OF 1' 8 A OPt' ; not upo CITH R , 

but in the Plattean plain below" ten. 
Fro it ource windina round to the ri 

areb inclosin t e land in which the ill 
of Platona lie, and flowing at fir t from the 
SlJUth-ea l to ard the north-west, i after rd 
turn off to ard . t e north d nort",~ea t, 

ra ina t e an . en t TAeban plaia fr m that of 
Plattea; an thene, ut uin it eo r to

rd the uhf Eurip , it there aU i 0 

a. The ap ea f e 0 r . i tha 
f a itttle well in the mi t f mall mar h; and 

• 
clo e it are the ve ti e of ome antient tni -
ture, th Hi~on of e ource it If 
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jo-h pu a top to our farther re earcbe, , HAP. 
III. 

ft our vi it to the source of the A. opus; d .. _. I 

turn.ed to the villa e of P ltllana without 
nerving a yet found any remains of the city of 

L T)EA. To our great urpri e, the inhabi-
tants of Plata'll a entertained traditi ns remark-
bly connected with the hi tory of the place. 

They poke 0 a gr at battle having happened Traditions 
I ~~ 

here in former time ; and said they would con- Battle of 

d . h . h h' Plataa. uct US m t e mornmg to t e pot er It wa 
fought; for they 1m w it well, both from the 
circum tance of it being more fertile than any 
other part of their land, and from the variou 
bit 'of iron, lead, a d other antiquities, which 
h y , ad always been accustomed to d there. 
hey oke aloof a PallEo-castro, in the direction 

of Coc/a, but Ie s di tant; situate upon a pro
jectinO' part of Cithceron,where they occa -ion lly 
find medal. The rno t intere ting con er ation 
\V ev r had with the Albanians took place thi 

ve ing, among the inhabit nts of Platana. The 
wner of {he little hut where e lod d el
omed us, a we en ered, ith the usual ho pi-

tality of hi countrymen. eating him e1 upon Condition 

th clean and well- ept floor of hi dw lUng, ~~~t:;D~ 
~th hi back leaning a in t hi pright ac 
f om h ba hi . ife b b i k, and get a cake 
f re d r ady,nd k i upon t~e hearth, 

, 
112. 



J R E 

H P. ,hil h c the 
cak Ill. 

J 

'" o n r par d, and in 
rob r . th \Tife v ry no\ and then pu hin 

th bot al a id , with her fin r to ee wh n 
the edO'e of the doucyh b an to crack 1 . Pr
entl it wa all uncovered' and taking it from 

the fire he wip d off th a hes with her w 011 n 
apron' and then breaking it nicely into h r , 
he O'ave to each per on pr llt a mokin por

tion, accompani d b a l~r e p el d nion. The 
cn tom i to eat the onion raw, wi h the hot 
cake of the unl aven d bre d: and thi di t we 
relished, ith a little alt to th full a much 
a did r ho t him If; who tting the e -
ample, encouraged u, by addin, t H Iii 

ack were all full, and that we need not £ ar to 
eat I ntifull. Hi neighbour, attr ct d by 
curio it , join d the circle round hi hearth; 
and a f e h ca e wa made for them; an ther 
and ano her being afterward d ure. hen 
they had all eaten, a it om tim ha p n 

(J) C of r d, thus ba ed upon the hearth d co 
tbeembe were called, by tb uti ntGr ~ • 1: .. ,):.,.&4 ~""4 • " ("':&4. 
(rid. At . Deipno oph. lib. iii. c. ~17. "id. iii yc"-) Jf aked up 

e em en, the br d bor at r n : A(rw r .n'l I,..) - ; '-.- • 
""('.' ,,,,lMf"'''' , ... ~Jt~-,,, ;"rulII. ..~.i"&4 r ,~".,. ~ .. ~ <1""1 t""!"",,. 
Atlt,n. Drip. }j • iit Co 29. p. 111. Lu,d. 1657. 
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moog people who ar~ well fed, a coover ation CHAP. ni. 
b gan upon the fault of their rulers, and the ''-_If' .....,' 

r~ vou oppre ion und r which they laboured. 
. e then b gan to perceive that the e p or pea
sant are not 0 entirely ignorant of the antient 
renown of their country, or of it pre ent , re-
ource ,a might be uppo ed. They aid, that 

the land they cultivat d had once been tilled by 
race of famou warrior; and that it would be 

found now, a formerly , full of heroe ,if a leader 
were to pre ent him If. The family of our ho t 

con i t d f him If and hi wife, and ei ht ons 
and dau ht r . Hi boy wer tout and . turdy, 
and hi irl e tr m ly beautiful. e aid that 
th daily expen e of hi hou ehold mounted 
to three paras a head; and that hi annual pay
ment t 1u Turhish rna ter came to an hundred 
and fifty piastres m re, which he fOUI d i a very 
diffi ult thin to upply. llowin th refore, 
that the amount of hi earninO' bar I equalled 
hi e p nditure, i income alt g ther, :t; r the 
main nan f a wiD and i bt ch'l r n, ould 
not b qu I to twelve pound erlin of our 

ac rdinO' the a r O'e 0 chan 
naland and Turhe!J 9. 

( ) Re ODio," fiIt . tr for tlJ p und t rliog, tb 
Hobao,e. , 

. , 



J 

Th tmnu, . __ ~_J e;trhth, , e re urprl 
co er d ith no it beina the fir t time 

n no in Greece. The inhabitant of Platana . 
told U 0 great a quantity £ 11 in the preceding 
. . ter, that the were confined to their cottaO'e 

during evera} week ;-a remarkable circum-
tance in 0 low a situation, and in such a lati

tude I, It afford a strikinO' confirmatio of the 
accuracy of Thucydides, who ay that a great 
deal of now fell during the night when he 
P /atceans fled to AtlLen ,and left their city; taking 
the road toward Thebes, in order to deceive their 
enemie who were there tationed 9. We set-out 
with our 0 t, to vi it the place till pointed aut, 
by the tradition of hi countrymen, s,the field of 
THE BATTLE OF PLAT.£A. It\ our way 1h"th , 
we pa sed a very small stream, called, by th 
people of this village, Plato.no. river: it fall int 
the Asopus. And near to it there i an antient 
well, . distingui hed a uch being covered 
wit~ a rna ive marble cylinde , who e interior 
is worn into deep furrows by the rope formerly 
u ed in drawing water. To mark the situat n 

(1) About 38°. 2ft of orth latitude. . . 
(2) K.sl ~ ,u, <rfJIllU'I" ".' "'" iJ'II'4 1~6""'" 'II"A~"'; nfillp lr .Ufl"~ '"'''''''''''' ; 

pDMf metxn'l'" l"'e""iII",.,. Tk4Cydid. lib. ·li. cap.23. p. 160. edit. 
Jludlfmi. Ozon.1696. 
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of 'w /l r ci ly a p ible, it i neces- en 
ry t tat, that the whole di tance to the L :':1. , 

round call d The field of battle by the people of 
Platana, i ot more than a mile to th north-east , 

of their village; and thi well i about half way 
thither. The stream near to it may perhap~ be 
that of the Gargaphian fountain, mentioned by 
Herodotus when he no i e the tation of the 
Lacedamonian soldier, befo c the bat e of 
Plattea': it was near to the Asopus, and upon 
the right wing of the Grecian army at th fo t of 
CitlttEron t, And the well eern to corre pOD , 
'as to it ituation, with the acred well of 
P au anias; but th were n ruin by the side 
of it 5. The pea ants till ent rtain traditions 
a duper ti iou notions concerning another 

ell, me hat farther on, more accordant with 
hi account /J of the in piring prop rtieR of the 

PEAP 'IEP \ and who e ituation will be 
particularly de cribed. Every object of thi 
kind, ot being liable to change, will be eao-erly 

oug} t for by traveller, as the antient topo-

• 
(3) T'" or, -t"'" ..;" r"(')'c~;"" ".r ~s Ii) ,u.-r. "e, 1'. rrt.~r."1"' r' 'BAA-II

;'." 11/II''''~t.c;c, •• } rll.1XAlrc,. 1ra. ~ ~ J ..... .n; at' "' A •• a~4II~~'" 
/A'.U ., """'.'r,uhfl. Herodoti C.l.lliope, c.4 , p. "J. L nd. 1679. 

• (4) bicl. 

(5) 'Jb ".,i, 't" .. ;." • •. or. A. Paulan,.D Qt. c. _. p. 7 H. ed . .Ai Il 'fl. 

, (6) '~''I''~ '7" ":,.,"t. Ibid. 
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f1 ~~. l-nph . ~ r die 11 I. , 

... - ' tim i f: t appr chin v h n th hi tory r 
th battle of Plattl'a v"oill b illu trated by·a 
ac ur ur f th n fa · ion. The 

i i n of the acred well i f: 1 ely in 
the plan of the battl b Barbie du Boc atre. 
n tead of b in ought fi r toward ilhtl'ron, 

or in the plain imm diat 1 belo th mountain, 
. a h ha plac d it, the ti rhap of the 
Temple of Apollo, and th well it. If, rna be 
found quite in a contrar r dir cti D. That w 
rna de crib the pot v ith 0 much pr i i 11 

as to become O"uide for other who follow u. ; 
it ill be n ce ary to mark it ituati D, fit 
refelen e not only to th village of Platana, ' but 
to the main route from Thebes to tb Peiof,onnesti. 
In the road , hich leads from Thebes to 
Morea, about a 1 aO'ue and a quar r from 
Thel:es, there i a bridO'e ov r the A opu , now 
called "the orea, bridge·" an h re, a cording 

p of to the tradjtion f the inhabitant, wa the camp 
Mardtmius. h I h' tif Mardonius, or, a t ey t ~ e . lID tl the Gene-

ralis imo of the grand army of the Mede :" and 
certainly there i nothin in their tradition 
contradicting what hi t rian teach u t 
believe wa th real po i i n f the Per £an 
camp. rom till brid (wh' h, a ' a Ian -
mark, n tra v ller will be at any 10 to ' d' -

• 
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or) turnin out of the road, and cro ing CHA. 
'1 Ill. th .A opus t th south-west, about a ml e l to 

P th plain of P lalana, i the well co i- o;t=on 
dry the inhabitant a the" acred well.' ~u. 

mono- veral lar e antique tone, lyin by 
th ide f it they· pointed out to u a piece of 
rud and v ry anti nt cu]ptur, con id red by 
th m a now hibiting the mark of horses' feet; 

t which i evidently nothinO' more than a part 
of an archit ctural ornament belongin to om 
tem/)/e one rec d n ar to thi well, probably 
that of Apollo, hich wa in ruin in the time of 
Pausania ., and ith ho e ituation, from the 
r ·markabl circum nce of the 'Well it elf, and 

r puted an tit yen at the pre nt tinIe, it 
a curp,t ly to corre pond. The form 

in the ton xhibit an 

th ab ur 
n ti n th f; t 

(1) id. B 01 . C. 2. p. 71. d. htii. 
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Plnttrt'fI
an Terri
'y. 

nuin of 
e City 

of PI(Jt~a. 

h01" 

riave 0 

oil find 
anti n 
r t rtilit iI, th maint in that thi 
a th fi ld of the memorable battle of P lattEa. 

The ro d Ie ding from Thebe to the PeLoponne us 

i e pre ent boundary of the territory of 
Piatana 1: hich i how ver ery t n i ve, as 
t~e people of. Piatana in~ rm d u . for th ay 
it T che to a very con id Table di tanc . 
winding in a fine fertile lain betw en Plaltlna 
and Purgos. berved no tomb ither 
upon or near to the pta igned by traditiGu 
for the cene of uch a memorable conte t; but 
in O'oing from Plalana to ocia, ju .t befor 

• 
arri incy at the latter place, we ~ und the rui 
of the city of P.6.ATlEA; and here we saw orne 
antient . epulchre ,. ithout the wall of the 
Citadel" al 0 a erward , in de cending from 
Coda to ard LE CTRA, e noticed tumuli in 
the P latteen ian plain; corr pond in with the 
account given by Pausania '; m re than one of 
them bein rmou ted a ruin in tone. 

(1) A cordin ... to Pau anilu, he" pta !r rdcd the ntient boundary 
tween the Tl ba cd th PlattltmsUtn pi in . 
(2) K __ )1"" Z,.)., tdAmra nt, i, nAi.,. .... ' "'.~II .,.;, "t" lIt,,1,1I; 

/J-&X".",' 'M' ,i,:. Pau,an;d, lib. it. c. 2. p. 715. edit. Xullllit'. 
(3) PaUllin. ibid. 
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latana f c ur take it pre· 
th round wh re n it tand . . 

LAT A are upo a prom ntory, projectin 
from the ba e of CITIL£RON. h place a 
now the u ual appellation be towed upon the 
ruin of Grecian citadel : it i call d Palteo
Castro; but it mu t not be confounded with 
Cocla, bing at lea t mile nearer to P na 
than that village. In going from Plattma to 
Palteo~Castro, befo e arriving at the ruin, we 
we aw the tomb before mentioned: the e 
arrived at the wall of LAT£A; tanding rather 
in an I vated ituati n, upon the promontory 
whi h h r tret h out from the ountain. 
Th e wall hibit the earlie t t Ie of mili-
ary archlt tur, and are almo t Cyclopean; 

con 1 In ry on id rable rna e, evenly 
h wn, and w 11 built. H re the pea ant , in 
pI u hiDa- the oil, find their labour frequentl 
ob tructed by large block of tone: and the 
arth i fill d with broken remains of terra cotta. 

Th upp r part of the promontor ntir 1 
cov red with ruin: among the e found 

f serpentine porphyry, but the build
g in gener apr to ha b en con truct d 
. th ommon limestone. 1 ur r ffi- .lUOIlU5 

plo damon e r in nd u on th :~n the 

ot a £ mal] il r coin , v hi h they old pot. 

. , 

o 
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f' PL T 

o u . h tnO' ntire u n any 
of t m nl c nj ctur , from th 

repr nt d that th y w r m d 1 0 

'Ital i· in f.u! rea. In front th y hibit th 
a head of Ceres that appear upon the 
mall r arthaginian nledal; and upon th ir 

ob er e id an eaale de ouring a serpent, which 
m b con ider d a an invariable ty e f the 
med 1 of 'Iwld '. Be ide th e, both here 
and at Platalla we obtained a few v ry mall 
bronze coin of Breotia w~th t e usual ymb I 
- the Breo/ian hield, a trident, and the Ie end 
BOlflTflN. 0 medal of Platcea could b 
procured, either here, or in any ther part of 
Breotia ; nor i there an e ample of uch a 
medal in any EU7'opean collection. It ha ' 
been aid, in order to e plain thi , that the Clty 
,va de troyed at a very early period; but after 
it· re ~toration, fir t by Philip, and after" ard 
by Alexander, it continued to .be iI habited until 
a ery late age . Pausanias, in the econd 

(I) Tbi curiou ymbolical repre entation of the Etl!fle and erpmt 

may mit of a con,; turo I illu tration, ben it icon iuer d, t the 
hird oj Jot'e denoted apolheo, 0 , or °mmot'lalit/l; aDd be. erjJfflt typifi d 
life. Perb ps, ther (~re, it 11 ou of tbo m t riou allu ions to a 
.fate of eli nee after d atb wbi -h ~xi t d m Olla' t h Anti nt • 
Ariw, a kin ... of l.JIJc titJ!mon, affi.x.ed hi j "oet, witb thi. r ~re entation, 
upon tbeLetter at. to " H i h-pri t oftbeJewl; it' related 
by Jouphw. S e au DUo Pin, Bibl, Voiv. p.8. Amn. 1708. 
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century, giv an account of the curio itie of eHA..' 
the city, and relate the traditions of it ihhabi- :;:', 
tant '. Future traveller, wh have lei ure £ r 

• 
. making excavations, will find thi po very 
likely to reward them for the labour and 
expense of such an undertaking. The founrla
tion of temples are vi ible among the ve tige of 
the citadel, and the remain ' of tOUlers are 
con picuous upon it walls. A remarkable 

• 

proof of the great antiquity of mural turret in Mural 

military architecture was afforded in a fonn T :;;~:~ 
. art of the e Travel !; and thi tyle of Citadel. 

buildinO' characterizes the fortifications of 
P L T In the account given of the citadel 

, hy Thucydides, we further learn that it was 
'prot ct~ b' afos e: yet such was the implicity 

f the mean u ed for ecuring tho e antient 
fa tne e, com par d with the complicated 
tructure of a modern fortress, that when the 

Thebans, after their vain attempt to urpri e 
the city, endeavoured to effect ,their retreat, 
they cut the wooden bolt of the gate a under; 

(2) id. Pa ax. lib. ix. 
(3) See tb Pi die to 

' tb~i Trav Is; also the \)b 
·.Chapter, p.69,upon v r 

tbut PigneUc w t keD. 

e, 1. 2, 5, 4. ed. Kuhnii. 
bap. 11. 01. II. of thf' Octavo Edi '0 of 
rv' tions bicbfte ani, 0 cur in that 

tient m dal r un in Ma~t:donw, \ ben e 



Coc • 

• 
emainsof 
cra~ 

R 

a ch 

• 
ut mil bond he ruin of .LATlEA.l the 

ern ill e of Cocla. re w al 0 c 11 ct d 
me bronze medal of Breotia, from th inhabi

. It occupie an eminence upon the ide of 
ITH£110 ,at one hour' di tance from Platana . 
e cendin from Coc/a toward L UCTRA, W ich 

r tain om thiDa' of it anti nt Dam , although 
pronounced L iflra, or Lefra, noticed ev ral 
tcrmhs; and upon a loft c nical hill, about half 

a bet een the e tv 0 place, e b erved the 
r main of an ancient flrtres . hill, 
upon he left hand, abo t a uart r mil 
fr m the road, e awal 0 , an 
the remain of a temple, inc ~ rm into 
chapel. The pea ant told u that there wa an 
in cription in the pavemen of thi uilding : 
Illt after ~ orking for orne tim ,t no p rpose, 

in earch of it, by remo ing the earth an rubbi h 
hich covered the pavem nt, abandoned the 

und rtaking. The mod rn cbapel which xi t 

(1) 0; 3a, _~1 ff'tMt I ",, "",,"'~r t.t"" .. b ...... W""" ->~ . 
• ' .,..,..., .,." P.'XM" ~AJn,tt ~).MI. Th';c~clid. lib. ii. c.4. p. G. 

dit. HauUoni. 



REMAI OF LEUCTRA. 

rywhere in the vicinity-of Thebes and jndeed 

III 

CHAP. 
111. 

ov r all Bceotiu, con tructed from the ruins of '-"""""",",J 

agan anctuari , prove the va t number ~of 
_ antientHieraand temple whichformerlyabounded 

in this country. We ob erved them in all t 
Bceotian plain, at Palteo-Castro, and throughout 
the whole route toward TH PIA and HELICO T . 

Having cros ed the hill which eparate th 
plain of PLATlEA fronl that of LE eRA, e 
arrived at the ruin of the latter pI' c . :vhich 
thou h but a viUage./>f Breotia, became 0 eon-
picuo ,owing to the victory obtained here by 

the Theban un erE/Jam' ondas, 0 er a ~ery 

uperior for e of the Spartans, that the traces et 
emainin of its ancient monument are like those 

a 0 id r bI city, Th' famou battle Wa 
ouo ton t ei hth of July in the ear 37 1 before 

Chri t. n the ide of the Thebans 0 I three 
hundr d ere lain' but the iparta12s 10 t four 
thoUBand~, 'J ho ere all put to de th together 

'th their kin Cleombrotus; d they fon 'ted, 
for ver, the mpir of Greece, hich h y had 
etained during t r " enturie S Wheler se m 

( _ Pall an"Q tnt 
ur t Th bani ol 

'" I/,o;utt"d. 

() ~.'''' ,,~, ,. . 
fIX" ".,.",.,. 

1 ; m to'" t le 10 
f the iparta 



to b mi 
_~_r mam of 

di tan 

Ruins at 
PAria. 

~ r a con pace 1 Iffi-

m n fraaID nt f marbl · and tone' amon 
,,-Iii h the inhabitant have long labour d in vain 

. to, introduce the plough for the cultivation of the 
oil. We aw them employed in br a ina a 

huO'e ba -relief, and lqbo~ring hard to r move the 
found tion of antient edifice : but be remai 
of the trophie ,temple pd wall of LE TRA 

will re i t their utmo~ t unr mitted ffi rt for a . . 

long time to come. alf a mile farther on, upon 
the brow of a hill~ above the plain of Leuctra; i 
Rimocastri. e continued journeying along till 
plain to\\ ards eocorio; and about" t mil 
from LE TR we pas ed upon our riO'ht toe 
remain of an antient town, now called Pltria, 
who e tige are very con iderable. It wa 
here that T¥heler found several in cription ; but 
none of them enabled him to a ertain the origi
nal name of the placeA

• ear the r ad wa ob
served a has-relief repre enting a human figure 

(1) 6JJ"'IIf'IIU)l; '1'''~ II;"'~ _. -Nt, I. n>".f'.JM, .;, eWWI"l D" . 
&rabOJl. Geog. lib. ix. p. £01. edit. Orono 

(~) "'tV e came to some ruin... aDd old decayed cburche .. called 
PAria; bere we a1 0 fOUD.d lome inscription ; especially one, wbich 
w a ped tal, dedicated by 1M 10000n to one Tn'U FUVJ I AJU TU ,", 

ff'hder', Jrnmt. into Greecc, Book vi. p. 470. Lond. 1682. 



• 

cr 
ri ELI 0 , in the pJain, 
n olumn lying in t chan-
el 0 it. e t en cended graduall toward 

, v v 

the side of ~LICO, now called Zagara, ~d 
came to the village of Neocorio, con idered by Village or 
Wheler as antiently TH PIA: it is distan ne Neo,w ' . 

hour, or three miles, from LE Tit.. There 
are so many ruin at the foot of ELICO, 

tha we could not con m the ob ervatio of 
lP'heler to the exact situation of THE SPIA. 

Th ruin atPhria have pe hap more preten ion 
to the name f THE PIA than the villa e ,called 

eo orio, where there i not a trace even of the 
bro en po\tec hich is always found upon the 

i nt citie , nor of any antiquity what
o 1". At a hort distance from e corio, in 
ur way thither, upon our right, we thought we 

had found the situation of THESPIA, by the Doub, 

. f' h b db ' r pecting quantity 0 rUIns we t ere 0 erve: ut It the uppos.-

positi n i by no mean certain; nor h ve e ed itllaUOD 

ince been ati fled ith what other ra eHer , 
hom w con ulted, have aid u on the ubject. 

(5 Th 'fiery nam of be pia il in tL noti 0 of it haviD( 
'f r be n an nti nt. cit. toct»'io igniS I ttIJ-' It: in oppositioJl to 

Paltl!tHorio, and Pa~'ro, D me (eDerally applied to places ber 
there ar ruins. 

T 



fedals. 

, 

eo orlO, 
oUCTht for in ain I. 

i trIon in to a 
chap 1 ab ve the ill 
tone mi h t all f the 

Pltrin , hi h i hard b f nd w i h ha 
serv d a a quarry for th inhab'tant of all thi 
di trict, henev r buildin material w re re
quired. the ruin at Phria immediat lyoccur 
after those of Leuctra, to ne journeying ff m 
PLAl'£ to ou fT HELICO :1', it prob bl 
that they are tho e of THESPIA. t '7 ocorio 
failed in obtaining one e en ial requi ite to ard 
information upon this ubj vt; namely, The pian 
medal : for by attentio to local circumstance 
connected ith the di cover of the an ient coin 
of Grecian citie , many doubts a be removed 
concerning the ituation of tho e citi s. cholar, 
v' iting Greece, ought to he very careful in 
l!oticin ' the particular ymhol which predomi
nate upon gems and medals, in particular plac , 

(1 ) e JYltele,', Journey iuto Greece, p. 4il. Lond. 16 2. 



on r, ~ 

radiated female head, r nted in fj ont; and 
on t e b er e id , a warrio7, leaning ith his 

r'g t arm u on hi righ thigh, i ri ht foot 
b in levat d and UP. ted by a pede tal; e 
am gure al 0 holding in hi left hand a spear. 
uch medal we 0 ten found in Breotia; but 

never with any legible in cription. We obtained 
t Neocorio two very remarkable bronze coins, 
avinO' a . beautiful full face in front of each, 
iffering from the form r; and upon their ob-

verse side wa the letter ~ in a chaplet or 
wreath of laurel. erhaps these are medals 0 

Phocis; but being found upon this pot, it is 
possib e that they might belong to Ph"ia, and 
that an antient town of this name once tood 

!) For xample, of err ts tbu iatrodueed into N".u",olic hi.tory, 
ille ader may be r ferred to tb splendid d criptiou oCtbe,Hwattri4la 
Coil ion by Combe, where the medal of A IrOLIS are as igued 
to I..e,6oI, aDd tho of lEon ... to 4r.giw& Yid. N" •• Pel. Pop. el 

Urb. ~c. Carol' ComiJc, p . 171. Ta6.33. dp. n. No. J, ~c. LN/. 
17U. 
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rhap e ma b more fortunate in marking 
ition of place in 0 TELl co . A 

re i no map to ill· ... rat th opo aphy f 
ELICO ,it a n ce ar b more th 
naB a t nti e 

at 
kno 

to on 
Barthelemy, re pecting th ima inary Trave of 
Anacharsis, th t, being guided by trabo and by 
PafUanias, proceed from LAT.tEA, 0 LEUC-

T 11 and to C ,a a common route in oin 
LEBADEA. ere there ore convinc d. 

that if we could discover the old route in which 



'1 

itua , we hould not only be gran 
ned by v~ iting he. birth-place of H rOD, b 

AP. 

rhap discover also the ite of THE ROV 

o THE MUSE , which was also in ELICO; 

. although neither of these places had then been 
recognised by ny modem traveller. 

II!. 

After a very diligent inquiry a Neocorio, e Disconry 
of the old 

were informed that a defile, or pas ,of Dunt Route 

Helicon conducted to LEBADE ; and that ~~~ 
road ight be used, ir ad of the more 
wa.y by the plain. B.. we remained i thi 
1 e cl rin ' he nig ,we had an oppo tunity of 

any 0 e peasants concern' g thl 
ttracted by natural curiosity to see 

everal of them came from heir 
QWj~ll(S' 0 cottage where we lodged. They 

at if e woul e d 0 bagga 
ro d b PalteO Panoja, nd Mazi, we might go 
o e.r e mOWltain, by the Munustery of St. Nk1ui1o, 

Sa ara, or Sackra, and afterwards de.cend 
by er monastery, (that of St. George), 
LEBADEA. "It a," they said, H a monn . 

f pass; and the hot ter w : but being the old 

H road, n row and tony, and ..d ' t fort 
" , it d 1 g been d' au 
'" an oth r ro ing be 
II considered ore eanven' t for tra lie 



J o JNT HELICO • 

his ~ preci ely th s· 0 inft rmatio w 
ad b en d irou 0 ob run. In man par s of 

here th antient p d road ha fallen 
to ca and. the parts of it have been torn up; 
i ha been abandoned: in the pa sage of a . 
mountain, the destruction of the antient' p ve
ment would therefore, in all probability, ca se 

e road to become so bad as to occasion the 
entire desertion of the whole route; and that 
this wa the ca e in the present in tance, will 

resentl be evident. 

Further e passed'the niD'ht, as w had done at PIa-
account 
of the lana, in the midst of .Alhanians, stretched around 
:.:~:!: a hearth upon the same floor ith us; their · 

cattle occupying one half of the ropm, and the. 
family the other. The same simplicity appeared 
i all thing relating to their manner of life',-the 
ame disinterested hospitality, and the ' same 

c eanliness: . for although the best Albanian c .. 
tage have not even a hole in the roof for t 
moke from the hearth to escape, yet the Us 

and the floor, being cO-vered 'th clay or plaister, 
cons antIy swept, are so .per ectly clean, that 
neither vermin nor dirt of any ind can be h r
boured; nor is there in the. e dwelling the same 
. bility to contagion. ich ext ts in he diy~s· 

and couche of more s~tel y m"anslOU. For the 



JOUR Y TO u HELICO • Itt 

r he condition of the Albanian pea antry, -CHAP. 
lII. 

ho cultivate Hie plains of ' reece, is so ~uch \ ., ,. 
the arne, and their way of living so uniform, 
that the d "cription of a single family may apply 

. t the whol community. The great plains of 
Breotia an TILessaly may be aid to surpass~ll 
-other ,in the world in 'Qeauty and fertility. To 
our eyes, -the plain of B otia appear d like one 
'\' t natural garden. Yet the labouring peasants, 
, 1 are all of them Albanians, (the idea of industry 
in G'ree e having no oth a ociation than that 
of an Albania1l p a ant,) complain er where of 

: and indeed the labo rs of the plough 
a hardl e con id red a a peaceful occupa

tion, in Ian here the hu baudmen appear in 
t field ~rmed a for battle. ucb, how~ver, 

ha been condition of the country 
ver ince the days of Hornet. hen the tr veller 
nt r one of the hou es, every thing he sees 
all to mind the simplicity of manners which , 
arac riz d the inhabitant$ of Bellas in the fir t 

0'8 of it history. The bread is always made 
int cakes, which are baked upon the heart , 
beneath the emb r : while this is reparing by 
h om n, the men ar I ngaged in peeling and 
plitting the i to be erved ith it. The 

tnast r f t' e Ot , fter re ei . ng is gu s , 
a it ba ben befor ta ed, take the po t of 

" 



encoura e 1 

t b fir 't ettinO' th e c n-
mOVIn fr 

a t. 

Tb ne 

w r 
Wh.elerfound the inscri ti n relating to TH PIA. 

Belo u, upon u right hand, . er a 
riwlet, formed by a tream of ater falling 0 

HELlO, to ard the plain of eocorio, 
THE PIA· and beyond thi , upon t op 
ide f the dingle through hich thl ri 
tanding u an minence, 

called Panaja'. 
north.- a tide f the moun in; and i 

e arri ed at e little 
ithin a helt r d 

, 


