




ROUTE 
taolof 

LYONS TO TURIN. 

THE PASS OF THE MONT CENIS. 

'fH],; route by the Mont Cenis might be co"riaidered as properly 
commencing at the conjtUlction of the rivers Arc and Isere; 
but as the range of mountains whicb extends south of the Jura, 
from the RhODe to the Isere. pregentt a (annidable barrier 
bstween France and Savoy, which fonnerly 'rendered access to 
Chamherry, from Lyons, very difficult, the author has chosen 
to commence his illustr.tions of the Pass of the Cenis at 
Lyons, and complete them at Turin. 

Lyons is seated between the~ Rhone ~Ii "the Saone, near 
tht confiuence of these riven •• and, pro~ly, owes to it.~ 

situation its commercial cel~rity! it lies in the direct route to 
the Cenis from Paris. - alid: ips envirOIl8 exhibit some of the 
most beautiful scenery in France". From the chureh of St. 
Mary Fourvieres. which o.,erlookt , ~~ City. the vast plains 
watered by the Rhone and the Ain,'ilre ~en :extending to the 
Jura. and to the snowy rallies or the Savoy mountains ; and 
in clear weather, even beyond and ,aibve these. MODt Blanc 
can be seen, appearing to be rat~er ari object of the sky than 
or the earth. hovering like a mighty spirit.t 



32 PAlla OF THE ALPS. 

The road from Lyons towards Cbamberry, through Bour
goin, as rar as Tour du Pin, i, duD and uninte1'C6ting; but, soon 
at'ter leaving this little town, the traveller arrives at the moun
tains by which he enters Savoy; these, until the opening of 
the road by the ,.oute of the Grotto, near Le. Ecbellcs. pre-
sented an almost insurmountable barrier against any carriage. 
So great were the difficulties. that we find. from the records of 
early travellers. that they arrived at Cbamberry. on their way 
to the Cenis, by a considerable deto,". either by Geneva or 
by Grenoble. But there were three paths practicable for mules 
across these mountains to Chamberry. bf.side5 that wbich iii 
now the great road to tbe Canis.· The first from Pont
Beauvoison, by Aiguebellette; the second by St. Genix and 
Novalese; these were over the mountain de J'Epine, and were 
the most direct, but they were extremely difficult. The third, 
which crossed the Mont du Chat at the northern extremity of 
the range from Venne to Bourget, appean to have· beeD Ii 

road known to the Romans, from the remains of Ii temple. 
inSCriptions, &e., which have been found on thie passage of 
the mountain.t 

At Pont~Beauvoi60n, on the Ouierl oif, a river whiclt is the 
boundary line between France and Sardinia. the JJ~nier' of 
the respective government. are staHoned. After ·ctouing the 
bridge the road ascenda the right bank or the river, and at 
length enters abruptly tbt! defile of La Came. Here the 
traveJleJ" should turn to enjoy the last view of France: aDd 
look back upon the beautiful scene which be is abollt to leave. 
From the plAiD the toad ascends the mountain side. and then 
abruptly enter, a ravine, at a considerable height above a 
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~, whleb foaam:beueatb in its narrow and ofteo concealed 
bed.. The route thence leads to Lea Echel1ea,t a little town 
-wbieh owes ita aame to the mode of paeaing a cavern in ita 
"iGnity.througb wbich formerly lay the only path to Cham· 
berry. ThOte who travelled by the old road, ascended 
ladders placed on the face of the rock. to the height of one 
hUDdred feet; they then entered a cavern, and after climbing 
more than eighty feet through it, regained the dllY, in a deep 
cleft of the mountain; And a path, of which some vestiges 
remaiD) like a Roman pavement, enabled the traveller. with 
comparative ease and freedom from danger, to attain the 
summit of this extraordinary paasage. This was 11.0 under. 
taking always dangerous to the unskilful, and often imprac. 
ticable, for the ca\'erfl was tile emoouchure of the waters from 
the ravine above; and all the snow and torrents often inter. 
rupted the passage, it was only in the most fa vourable seasons 
that the undertaking could be accomplished. When the policy 
of a more intimate intercourse with France suggested itself to 
tbe enterprising mind of Charles Emmanuel the Second. Duke 
of Savoy, he dt:lermined to make a road .here practicable for 
carriages; and the most celebrated act of ftis reign was the 
accomplishment of this great uadertakjng •• which was called 
the rouh oj tlte Grotto. By lowering the cleft in tho mountain, 
and terracing a descent to Les EchllUes. be made a road which 
was long considered one of the most extraordinllry productions 
of human effort. A monument in the road contains a tnblet. 
and the remains of an inscription, which was written by 
Emmanuel Tesoro.. thougb usually attributed to the Abbe 
SL ,Real, commemorative of the construction of this route. 
The monument betrays numeroU!i marks of musket-baUa, 
recci"" , .~b ,a .• ae..y.ere contest upon this spot between some 
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Frencb republicana .and Savoyw; in the .early- part. of tbe 
~reDd, 'revolution: . but a paper .old b.y. '0 old , BOldier, a 
catltomPtr,~ who keeps a. hovel, and tells en .. d~. at :the 
end of the new gaUery-, furnishel .Dot only all of the inscriptioo. 
whicb the balls of the revolutionists have made. fiMcicnt, . ~ 
a. bombastic translation. in French. fot the edificROb, and 
amUle1Dent of tcavelIen.t 

CAllOLVI • E1UIAHVI':L • 11 
iABAVDUS • DVX • PEDEMOHTIS • PRINe,p, • CYPJU • RU 

PVBLICA' FELICITATE ' PARTA' SINOVLOB.VM· COllUrODIS ·INTENTV, 
BIl£VIOREli' 8ECVRIOREMQVS' VIAH ' REOUM 

A -NA. 'l'YllA. , OCCLVSAM' BOMANI6' INTENT A TAli ·c.eT.taIS · Di»I'8&l T A.M 
DEtECT IS -SCOf'VLOII.VJ(· IlEPAOVLIS' £QVATA ' 1I0l'iTIVH ' l NIQVITATlt 
QV'£' CEllVICIBU8' UUIlNEBA NT· PEnIBVS' PRAtCIPI'I'IA ' SV88TltRN.lN8 

.£1'ERNI5 · POPVLORVU ' COMln:acJltj· PATEt'BClT 
ANNO' »OOLU. 

The work thus recorded was certainly one of great 
difficulty, and much was accomplished in fonuing, in luch ', 
situation, even a narrow, steep, and difficult road: it served 
its purpose, however, abo\-e one hundred and flfty -yeaf'B.I ~ In 
1808 this road ~as condemned by the Freneh ~1 
and Napoleon hu,-by one of the most extnordiaaty-,6t,lli& 
great work&. suPer&eded the old road, ud -left -it. ~ its 
monumental recOTd; aod the "Old cavern _ Le~nes, to be 
visited only &I curiosities. The pretent road avoids altogether 
the direction of the old one: it .weeps rouod the little va1Jey 
above the village of Lee Ecb.eJle.; riles by a gradual ascent, and 
when on a level with the road 'lanitedy ,attaioed by the~ route 
ofthe"Grotto. entera, at once, the perpendicular face of the roclc; 
and a magnificent ganery twenty-five feet higb proceeds a tho.' 
.. nd feet: through the rock, over a road:twenty-five feet wide . 
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'lIIe~1l to-the,.gaIlery p-etentw aD extraordinary appeaT~ 
IDC8 j the nUey-af Let Ecbelles it ao bounded by mountains that 
ilttIM dinction of the road no meaDl of em are ·appare~t. On 
tM'-·6Iee-' of·die 'nat roek5'1,bich lite abruptly from the va11ey. 
a-.' tpeck appean to terminate the lioe of the road. This speck 
ie. ' iD ',t'Mlity. the entl'Mce to the famous work of Napoleon. 
the .!Jreat gallery of Les Echelles; but it is scarcely credible 
that its opeoiag should appell! 80 small as it does; ,the eft'ect 
arises from its contrast with the magnitude of stllTOanding 
object& 

The lCene at the end of the gallery, looking towards F-rance, 
must be very striking to a traveller from Savoy. Some time 
before arriving at this spot from Chamborry, he passes through 
a narrow and mountainous glen, the rocks close upon him, and 
he enters the gallery, which terminates in a beautiful view of 
the plain~ the village. and the valley of Les Echenes, beyond 
which may be seen the mountains of the Grand Chartreuse. 
The present gallery was begun in 1803, and was opened to 
travellers in 1817: many interruptions occurred from its com
mencement; it was, at different times, suspended and renewed 
by the French, but the Sardinian government· had the honour 
of completing it. From the gallery of ~s EcheUes the road to 
Cbamberry lies tbrough a sterile and uninteresting country. At 
Cbamberry, however, it opens and improves; the soil is well 
cultivated, and the immediate neighbourhood is not devoid 
of mterest. The objects most worthy of attention near Cham
berry are .AU., Bourget~ the Abymes of Myans, and Les Char--... 

,After leaving Chamberry the ,mountains are seen which 
div.ide Savoy from t~e department of the Haute, Alpel: these 
&dd.'~to tbf, .pieturesque~ and relieve occasionally the tedium of 
tiIaTelliDg,;.tIuough the .venues of tall poplars, which extend 

.e.rJ,y '. t~.. The road passes beneath the old fort of 
~,~~d.e_veller: Iltortly arrives ,at the town; the 
'1i;ir.II .. t.,1ti.ea. c~~aild the route continues to aacend on the 
_ ~-"'~Oc."Ji'''y-wheace· the sceDe, looking Nck from near 
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tbe village' of La Planese"upon the town and fort of Mont
malian. and the valley of lsere, is very beautiful.· 

The road lOOn after ceases to interest the traveller, who is 
not relieved' frtrpl its dulness until he arrives nem' the Deat little 
town of Aigue~" at the entrance of the valley of .the Arc, 
about five miles above 1he confluence of this river with ·.the 
Isere. Though the town is in the foreground, its appearance 
is insignificant, seen as it is below the vast mountain maHes 
which hound the valley: of these the lower are richly wooded 
with chestnut and walnut-trees: those above them are covered 
with dark pines, and the whole surmounted by the snowy 
summits of the lofty mountains of the Maurienne. 

The traveller now ascends the deep and narrow valley of 
the Arc. oyer a good road on the banks of the river, which 
struggles through its deep and rocky bed. The few patcbes of 
land which the steep sides of the valley offer to ,the peasatlt 
are carefully cultivated, but the produce is 8~. Soon 
after passing the dirty ,·mage of La Chambre, . the· traveller 
arrives at St. Jean de Maurienne, the chief place of the valley. 
There is little to interest him here: the time has happily 
passed when feudal tyrants could make matter for history 
and execration, and t~e political events of the Maurienne are 
almost forgotten with its corntes. The doctrines of Calvin ex
cited some troubles at St. Jean. hut these have passed away; 
and the bea", and the avalanches are now the only disturbers 
of the tl"anquillity of these valleys. From St. Jean, several cols. 
011 the southern side, lead by mountain. paths into Dauphiny. 

Before arriving at the town of'St. Michel. which is_ about 
balf way between Lyons and Turin. the , valley narrows to a 
defile; but it opens again into a little plain. in which the 
town is situated. Travellers usually pasa through the suburbs 
only, but it is worth the trouble of ascending through the DaJ'

JOW: streets of the town, to attai,n the site of an old tower. and 
look over the Uttle plain and course of the Are below.t 

t Bud Vipllw. 
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The route varies -little in character as it advances to Mo
dane; but beyond this town it rises high above the bed of the 
Arc, skirts the mountain of 'Bramante. and continues beneath 
a dense forest of pines, .at a great elevation · above the river, 
which divides the road from the Fort of .Lesseillon. There is 
a savage character in this scene. It is harren. deep, and 
extensive on the .one side, and there is a dark forest on the 
other; the road is terraced -over a gulf of frightful depth; 
and on the opposite brink. overhanging the ravine, the fort 
rises in a formidable succession of ramparts, which command 
the passage: - some defensive works are also constructed on 
the road-side. A little beyond, the fort communicates with the 
high road by a bridge thrown across the gulf, at an alarming 
height above the torrent. 

The country beyond Bramante, as the traveller approaches 
the Cell is, becomes more steriic. The stunted com scarcely 
repays the labour of its cultivation. At Tcrmignon, the 
straight valley, through which the river Aysse descends from 
its source in the Vanoise, is abruptly left, and the road con
tinues, by a zig-zag ascent on the right of the Are, through a 
glen which extends from Termignon to Lanslebourg, where 
the traveller soon arrives; and after passing through its dirty, 
narrow streets, reaches an excellent inn (the Hotel Royal), at 
the foot of the passage of the mountain. 

The inhabitants of Lanslebourg. from tim", immemorial. were 
innkeepers, muleteers, and porters; whose entire occup!ttion it 
was to convey passengers and merchandise across the Mont 
Cenis. These were regulated by a syndic appointed by the 
government, but their occupation is now gone; the fine new 
road renders their services unnecessary. and a few years will 
either find them fresh employment, or proportion their num
bers to the demand for their services. They arc at present 
occasionally employed as cantqnniers, to assist those whQ are 
regularly appcinted by the go\'crnment of Sardinia to keep the 

• TIilra Plaw. 
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road in order. Near the hotel a barrack has heeD built •• hich 
is capable of accommodating three thousand men: this, together 
with the appointments on the plain of the Cenis, gives a mili
tary_ character to the pass. A bridge, close to t.he caserne, is 
thrown over the Arc; the road beyond it winds up by a sllee.el<

sian of finely constructed ramparts, and the traveiler asunds 
with case at a rapid pace, over a road which, frrun Lanale
bourg to the highest point, rises at the rate of only one foot 
in fifteen. 

The traveller soon reaches La Ramaue. The custom of 
descending en traineaN from this place, is still practised in the 
winter; but the velocity of the descent over the new road 
is considerably less than it was over the old; and the danger 
which formerly tempted travellers to this fearful amusement 
is almost entirely removed. The Englishma.n of whoi'll it is 
recorded that he staid eight days at Lallslebourg for the pur
pose of risking his neck three times a-day, would now Joae half 
the desire to descend en ram(Wler. 

Not far from La. Ramasse is the highest point ,oftli~ pll5sage, 
which is 2100 metre!;, about 6780 English feet, above the level 
of the sea: the rdad from this elevation de&ecnds to the plain 
of the Cenis. On II.pprpaching it, the lake and the plain, seen 
in its extent almost to the Grand Croix, and bounded by lofty 
mountains, on which the snow eternally rests, present a strik
ing scene.- Numerous buildings on the plain suggest the idea 
of a larger community than is to be foulld there j but it · is pro
bable that the time is not distant when the inhabitants on the 
Cenis will become as numerous as those of Lanlilebourg, since 
people are encouraged to reside on the mountain by exemptioD 
from taxes. Among the buildings are the post-house, tbe inn, 
the hospice, the barracks, and station of carabineers, for the 
examination of p8Sl>ports; and along the road from Lansleoourg 
to Susa are numerous houses of refuge for the shelter of those 
who bave the misfortune to traverse the mountains in bad 

• Til", Vlptla.. 
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weather. Posts are erected along the road; and a piece of 
wood. fastened upon each, so as to form a crOll, at once as· 
siltS tbe.diTection of the traveller. and preserves these posts. hy 
the restraints of religion. from being used for fire-wood, when, 
Lhe temptation to deatroy them for this purpose is very great. 

The lake i. celebrated for the delicious trout which it yields; 
and not only with these are the cstablishments on the Cenis 
abundantly provided. but with excellent wines. bread, and 
meat; and the intercourse with the plains of Piemont is so 
constant. that fruits. fresh and dt:lidous. are found at the inn: 
game. too, in season. is rarely wanting at the traveller's repast 
on the Cenis, particularly in August, when great quantities of 
grouse are taken on the surrounding mountains. During the 
winter the lake is frozen above six months i at which time the 
peasants drive their herds across it. The only precaution used 
at the commencement of the season is to trn.ee if the fox has 
yet traversed the frozen surface. 

Beyond the Grand Croix. the road winds down in terraCC!4 
to the plain of St. Nicolas. Formerly. the road, after crossing 
a torrent, likirted the mountains on the $outhern side of the 
plain. nnd passed through a gallery cut in tM rock: there was 
al~o 0. CO\'ered way, strongly built .. to ~rd the traveller against 
the a,'alanches which fan from the mountain on this side. and 
which, from their force and frequency, have actually worn the 
side of the mountain smooth; but against these the power of 
man could place no restraint. The avalanches descended and 
crushed the covered way; dreadful accidents occurred i and it 
was at length determined to form the present line of road, and 
to destroy the bridge across the torrent which led to the gal
.iery, lest future travellers should be tempted by the shorter 
rOQte to expo'*' themselves to danger. In the middle of the 
little plain of St. Nic')las is the barrier of Piemont. where a 
cuBtom-bouse is established.-

• Pl&~ F ... nh. 
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Soon after entering Piemont the road wiadl round :the .Bid~ 
of;the,rnountain which overhangs tbe d~p vaI1ey .. of Novalese. 
and near a tum, which leads to the hamlet at' Bart, the travel-
ler looks down upon the miserable village of.La Femere. 
The old route must have been a fearful one, to judge frOal the 
ruggedness and extreme declivity of the path. The IICW road 
is well constructed, and descends gradually, followiug the 
sinuosities on the side of the mountain. 

From La Molaret the extent of the scene in the valley be~ 
neath is very striking, but not picturesque; the line of the old 
road may be traced from La Ferriere to Susa, and on the 
opposite side of the valley the enormous mountain of Rocbe
Melon sbuts out the view of the plains of Italy from the tra
veller.- Soon, however, after leaving La Molaret, when near 
St. Martin'S, the valley of the Doire opens, and the scene ter-
minates in the plains ,beyond Turin. . 

From St. Martin's the route winds · along the 1,>orders of a 
precipice, with & descent 80 gentle, and over a road so admi
rably constructed, and defended by parapets, that the traveller 
proceeds without any idea · of danger. A part of tbe road 
above Venaus. a'village in the valley of Novalese. is exposed 
to avalanches; but. so much !;egard has been paid to security 
against this danger, that accidents can scarcely happen, unless 
the traveller exposes hiUlselrto them incautiously, 
. Before arriving at Susa, even in the Combe of Giaglione. 

the traveller is sensible of his approach to Italy. l'he vaney 
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of the Doire and the plains of Piemont lie before him; and the 
foreground of this beautiful scene is rich with chestnuts. wal
n~ts, vines. and the productions of a fruitful soil. 

On entering La Chiave d'Italia, as Susa has been called, 
the ruins of the Fort of La Brunette are passed: in its days of 
power it was so cautiously watched. that a stranger observed to 
stop, and look at it for a moment. was ordered to pass on. It 
was considered one of the strongest fortresses in Europe, and 
guarded both the roads, to the Cenis and the Genl!VTe. The 
early importance of 8usa is attested by many Roman remains: 
among these is the celebrated arch raised by Cottius in honour 
of Augustus; beneath which the route lay through the valley 
.of Oulx to t~c Mont Genevre. 

After leaving S'lsa, the road crosses the Cenisella, a stream 
which descends from ti,e Cenis and flows into the Doire. At 
Busolino this river is passed: thellce it flows on the left of the 
road until it reaches the Po below Turin. 

Among the feudal remains which the travdler passes in the 
valley (If the Doire, below Susa, are those of the picturesque 
chateau of 8t. Jorio; but the most extraordinary ruins arc 
those of the monastery of St. l\'lichcl,· on 'the Monte Pirchi
nano, above 8t. Ambrogio. The founder was Hugues de De
cousu, who went to Rome and obtained absolution for some 
crime which he had committed, from the Pope. lIugoes, in 
his gratitude, promised to build a church on hi!; return, which 
he did on the Monte Pirchiriano, and consecrated It to 81. 
Michel. Privileges were granted to the new estahlishment by 
Pope Silvester; and it soon became, under the rules of St. 
Benoit, so celebrated for its splendour and power, that its 
abbots boasted of having founded and restored one hundred 
and forty churches and rich abbeys in France and ltaly.t 
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0.. one of it. towers tl!ere was, until latel" a' teJosn;b 
belonging to a series which· communicated between Paris Mia 
Milan. 

The road from St. Ambrogio paB8e8 through AvigliBIJa· and 
Rivoli, where there is a chateau belonging to the court of 
Sardinia. From Rivoli, a fiDe avenue, nearly two Je&gl* ia 
length, extends to Turin. 

A description of Turin can be found in almost every t~ 
graphical work on Italy ~ it is precluded from these iII~ 
tions. by the limits of the text. The author, howeve,., canDot 
pass unnoticed. the view of the city from the hill of the Su
perga.. The church on its summit is dietant from Turin about 
five miles, and the ascent to it is so very steep that it employs 
above two hours to arrive there;· but the sceDe from the 
summit richly repays the trouble of reaching it, and exceeds 
any of a similar cbaracter that the author has ever enjoyed. 
Thence aTe seen in the plain beneath, Turin, the Po winding 
by the city, and collecting the tributary streams that enrich 
the fertile country through which they How, the avenue to 
Rivoli, and the valiey of the Doire, leading to the Mont 
Cenis, the lower -ranges of the mountains, studded with towns 
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.. 
aM W., aod above and beyond the vast range of the high 
""PS. eQeOOtDg from the Vito to the Monte Rosa: these 
present a magnificent eoup a'ceil. The view- in this work is 
taken £rom & vineyard. on the descent from the ohurch. and 
the .ceoe is limited, in the borizon. to the range of the 
Cottian Alps, from the beautiful peak of the Monte Viso to 
the Mont Cenis. 

There is much obscurity in the early history of the pass of 
t.he Mont Cenis." Though it bas been for many ages the most 
frequented passage of the Alps between France and Italy,t 
there is no certain evidence that it was known to the ancient 
Romans. That Marius. or Cresar, or Pompey,: or Augustus. 
traversed thf! Alps by the Cenis, or made a road across it, is 
by no means clear. The commentators upon the early writers 
appear to have confounded this passage with that of the -Mont 
Genevre. 88 both of them meet at Suss. Neither in the 
Antonine Itinerary nor the Theodosian Tables is mention 
made of the Cenis; neither is there any station on the moun
tain nor in the vale of the Are noticed,§ Those writers who 
have reported that the passage by the Cellis was the route of a 
Roman army, or general, have usually given 6cscriptions which 
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can only apply to the pass of the Genevre. and sometimes even 
state that its route lay under the arch of Cottius. This 
arch is placed at the entrance of the valley of tho Doria 
Susana. which leads from Susa to the Mont Genene. and not 
to the passage of the Mont Cenis. Thf' inscription upon the 
a,rch ofSuS8. though it mentions the people around snd beyond 
the Mont Genevre. even to the Caturiges, who were subject to 
Cottius, takes no notice of any on the Cenis, nor orthe GaroceU, 
who were known to have inhabited the Upper Maurienne.-

It appears to be the fact. that the historians of Charlemagne ' 
are the first who name the Cenis, and they relate that Pepin 
crossed this mountain to attack Astolphus, King of the Lom
bards, and assist Pope Stephen III. Charlemagne often crossed 
the Cenis during his wars with the Lombards: and his son, 
Louis Ie Debonnaire. is reported to have been the founder of 
the hospital on the plain of the Cenis. Charles the Bald, the 
son of Louis, after crossing that mountain, died, according to 
the annals of St. Bertin, at a miserable village. Brios, near 
Bramante. His ·death wu imputed to poison adqJinistered to 
him by his Jew physician. 
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THB lfO!'lT CENIS. 

From this period the pass of the Cenis appears to bave 
become the usual route for travellers from France jnto Italy, 
and frequent mention is made of it in the military annals of 
Pien:t0nt. Many writers of the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries relate their adventures on crossing these Alps: 
among them Conde, Cardinal Bentivoglio, and other dis
tinguished travellers, have recorded their admiration of the 
grandeur of the scenes, or the dangers and pleasures of their 
journey across these mountains.-

But it remained for Napoleon Buonaparte to make this 
pass available to travellers at all seasons of the year, and 
associate his name with its history as long as human record 
can last. III 1802 the first consul decided upon opening a 
communication by ~ grand route l>etween the Maurienne and 
Piemont; and, aner a careful survey by M. Dausse, chief en
gineer, of the different eols which led from one of these coun
tries to the other, that oCtile grand Mont Cenis was chosen. 

In 1803 the works of the Ilew road were begun, and so far 
completp.d in 1810, that, during that year, 2911 Cftrriage.s, 
14,037 carts and waggons, and 37,255. horses and mules. 
traversed the mountain. 

Not more than five months .of effecth'e labour could be 
accomplished in a year. Generally the works began about 
the middle of May, and ended in the beginning of October,t 
The expense of these astonishing works has bp.en estimated at 
7,460,000 francs, nearly 300,0001. sterling • 
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'fhe establi<lhment of twenty-five houses of refuge along 
the line of road. renders the passage of the Cenis, even in 
winter. perfectly aafe. These houses are placed on the spots 
the most dangerous. and become asylums against the tempests 
that sometimes rage in the Alps. 

From Lanslebourg to Susa, about nine persts and a llalr, 
this magnificent road is every where thirty feet wide. and so 
easy of ascent, on either side of the mountain, that, from Susa 
to the plain of the CeDis, the journey can be accomplished in 
four hours in a carriage; and from Lansiebourg to the 
Tavernettes, in little more tban haIf the time. 

By a decree of the 20th January. 1811, the French govern
ment established a tax on the route of the Mont CeDis, as a 
fund-for the payment of the cantonniers; which produced, from 
the 1st of March, 1811. to the )st of March, 1813, 328,174-
francs,18,1211. The King of Sardinia continues this tax. 

It was, at one time, contemplated by Napoleon t() erect a 
monument on the Cenis to commemorate the conquest of 
Europe by the French; and twenty-five millions of francs, one 
million sterling, were destined to its expense. M. Denien, who 
was engineer in chief, chargPcd with the works of the Mont Cenis 
some time before ,their comiJetion, had many questions sub
milted to him by the French Institute, upon the practicability 
of erecting a permanent trophy on the plain of the CeDis. 
Too many difficulties, however, presented themselves, and the 
plan was abandoned. No one will feel that its accomplish
ment was necessary to the memory or the bonour of Napoleon, 
whilst this stupendous work-his conquest of the Alps-is 
aeen in the magnificent route of the Cenis. 
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ROUTE 

LAGO MAGGIORE TO THE LAKE OF UR I, 

THE MONT SAINT GOTHARD, 

Os leaving Italy, to entcr Switzerland by the Pass of tile St. 
Gothard, the traveller approaches the Val Levantinc. which 
conducts to this mountain, either by the Lake of Lugano and 
the Monte Cenere. or the Lago Maggiore. 

The passage to Bcllinzona, by the Lago Maggiore and 
Locarno. is not so much frequented as it deserves to be: tra
vellers from Italy generally approach Bellinzona by the Lake 
of Lugano; but the fncilitiE:s now afforded 'by the establishment 
of a steam-boat, may induce many to make th~ longer "oya~c 
hy the Lago Maggiore, the scenery of which is beautiful. TIll: 
proximity of the Alps givt'S to the lake 8 bold and magni
ficent character; and. whether the bases uf the mOllntaillS ~ink 

into its waters, or their summits bound the horizon ill the dis
tance, reflected from the placid surface of the lake, these 
scenes excite emotions of the grand and the beautiful which 
can scarcely be exceedcd. 

Locarno. at the northern extremity of the Lago Maggiore. 
is one of the chief places of the canton of the Tcssin, and is. 
alternately with BelJinzona and Lugano. the seat of tilt· 
government of the canton. It is situated at the meeting of 
several "alleys which descend from the Lcpontian Alps, of 
whieh the Val Lcvantine and the Val Maggia arc the principal. 
The CentovaIle. which leads by a difficult route, in fourteen 
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hours, from Domo a'OssoJa, at the foot of the Simplon, ter
minates also at Locarno. 

The distance frolU Locarno to Bcllinzona is about lline 
milcs, through a country of singular richness and beauty.' The 
canton of the Tessin has often been described as that portioll 
of Switzerland which, from its situation on the sOllthern side 
of the Alps, pos~esses a!l the advantages of an Italian cli
mate ; the soil is fertile. and its produce luxuriant. The tra
veller from Switzerland will be struck by the almost magical 
change of scenes effected in his rapid descent from the ~nows 
and sterility of Alpine regions, to the richness of the valley 
around Bellinzona. 

The views presented to the traveller in his approach to 
UellinY.Ollu, from Locarnu, through. the vaHey of Rh'iera,-a 
name by which the little plain is distinguished which ter
minates the Val Levantine,-are picturesque and beautiful, 
jl<1.rticularly the view from the bridge of Scmentina. whence 
lleUinzona and its castellated mounts arc first seen 00 this 
road.-

Delliozooa is UHl key to Switzerland by these Alps, as it 
commands the, various passes which aiuot/clle into the Val 
1.evantine i-from the Valajs, by the Naufunen; from the 
forest cantons, by the Suint Gothard; from Disscntis, and 
the valley of the Vorder Rhin, by the Lukmanicr; and of 
the Bernardin, by the valley of Misocco. The important sta
tion of Bcllinzema has exposeu it to sieges and sufferings in 
every contest in which the Swiss have been involved; and 
the Alps afforded to the people of DeJ1inzona little protec
tion from dIe hordes of barharians who formerly descended 
through lhrtir valley, or the late barbarians of the French 
army who, at the end of the eighteenth century, in the desire 
to extend the blessings of their republicanism, made a reckless 
sacrifice of the property, the liberty, and the lives. of the Swiss . 
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Soon after leaving BeUinzona, to ascend the Val Lemntine • 
the road crosses the Moeso., a river which nows from the Bcr-
nardin, through the Val Misocco: the lower Val LevantiTic 
is exceedingly fertile, but without picturesque interest. , About 
eight miles above the 1\'Ioesa, near Biasco, the traveller 
passes the entrance to the Val Blegno: thc vast debris of the 
mountain, which fell across this valley in the year 1512, may 
be seen from th e road in the Val Levantine. The fallen mass 

arrested the course of the river Blegno, aud formed a large 
lake, which continued above two hunrlred years: in 1714 it 
burst a passage, and swept its way. with grc;'lt destruction 
to lives and property, into the Lago l\laSbriore. 

It is not until the traveller arrives Ilear Giornieo that the 
passage assumes a wild Ilnd mountainous character; llCl'e the 
torrent is interrupted in its course by vast blocks of granite 
which have fallen into tlte valley. ilnd tIle rond is constructed 
amidst rocks, which are interspersed with large chestnut nnd 
walnut-trees, sometimes overhanging the torrent, and often 
heightening the effect of scenes of striking wildness and gran
cleur. A little way ahove Giornir.o, on tbe road to Faido, the 
traveller passes over the field of battle lough\, anti won by the 
Swiss against the l'l'lilancse in,1478. Their quarrel, which. 
was fomented by the POp'J 's nuncio, originatecl about a wood 
of chestnuts. A ru5C de Kucrrc renders this battle memo
rable, It took pJace in the willtcr; and a C"'pt,tin Stanga, 
who commanded some of the troops of the country, aJ\.'isp.d 
the Swiss to turn the waters of the Tessin over the roads 
and meadows, and provide themselves with spikes for their 
shoes. In the morning of the attack the field of action 
was covered v.ith iee; and the disad\'antage under which 
the Milanese fought greatly contributed to the success of the 
Swiss army. 

Faido is one of the principal places of the Val Levantine, 
but it is uninteresting both to the traveller and to the histo
rian. The vine is cultivated as far as Faido, but the mulberry 
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and fig do not flourish above'Giomico. About a league and a 
half above Faido is the ravine of the Dazio Grande. where the 
road. in some places, is cut out of the rock which overhang!; 
the passage, and in other places is carried on a terrace, which 
is built upon arches from the bed orthe torrent. Through this 
defile the Tessin rushes, foaming from rock to rock, in a COil· 

tinued cataract above Ill~If a mile in length. This part of the 
road, which is very welJ constructed, is onc of the finest 
works of the engineer on the route of the Saint Gothard: it 
was accomplished and is preserved at a very great expense. 
The change from this fearfull13ssage to the quiet of the upper 
valley, to which it leads, is remarkable. At the head of the 
gorge is the Dazio, or barrier, where a tax is received, to keep 
the rand ill repair. Thence the traveller proceeds nearly two 
leagues tllrough the upper Val Levantine, which is indus
triously cultivated by the inhabitants of Piota and other vil
lages in the valley; and, considering its elevation (thre(~ 

thousand feet above the sea), it is very productive. On ap
proaching the defile of Stalvedro, which closes the head of 
this valley, and divid",s it from the Val Bcdretto, a magnificent 
scene is presented. The mountaim of St. Gothard appear 
to tower over the defile, comb,ining with their grand forms the 
impressive effect of eternal snows, and making the barrier of 
Stall'ooro dwindle to the scale and character of a dyke. 
Above these rocks, on the right bank of the Tessin, are the 
ruins of a to ..... er built by the Lombards, and still bearing 
the name of one of the latest of their kings, - the tower of 
Desiderio. 

Near the gorge of Stalvedro there is a path on the right, 
which lead>: through the Val Piora, aJld by the pass of Lukma
nier, to Dissentis, aotd the country of the Orisons. On the left, 
the valley of Dedretto leads, by the pass of Naufanen and the 
valley of Eginen, to Obergesteln in the Upper Valais. 

About three quarters of a league from the Pass ofStalvedro, 
the traveller arrives at Airolo, a place where there is consider-
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able bustle, arising from the commercial intercourse between 
Italy Bnd the cantons· of Switzerland, around the Waldstctten. 
Great numbers of mules nrc kept at Airolo, for the cOllVcyancc 
of mt!rchandise across the Saint Gothard as far as Goschenen: 
the road between these villages is nolV the only part of the 
route impracticable for carriages. On the Italian side, as far 
as Airolo, and on the side of Switzerland, from Gtischcnen to 
the Lake of Uri, the roads arc goO(]. The Swiss cantons ill, 
terested in the completion of this route, IJa\"o determined to 
render the passage of the mountain as good as the approach('s 
to it, for the conyeyance of hea\'y merchandise. In the 
autumn of 1825, the author met at Airolo tile engincers who 
had been employed upon the sun'ey, and who have undcrtttken 
to construct a carri«gc-road across the l\'iOllt Saint GotharU. 

From Airolo a payed mule-path leads, by a stecp asc-ent, 
towards the summit of the pass. On looking hack from the 
Capella dclllosco, ncar the skirts of the last pine.forcst ill the 
ascent, the scene is very fine, of Airolo, the Val Bedretto, the 
Pass ofStulvedro, and, beyond these, the upper Val I.cvulltiul" 
and the mountains which bound the horizon toward Italy.
After leaving the chapel, a. difficult zis-zag path leads to the 
entrance of the VILI Tremola, !hc last defile on the asccut. 
There is an air of great 50litudc and wildness about this part 
of the road; a miserable little bridge,· - the Ponte Tremola,t
crosses the torrent, and leads into the dcfile, \\"ht~h is greatly 
exposed to avalanches. Simler, in De Alp. Com. says, " Above 
the village Ayrolus, ncar the mid4le of t.he ascent of the moun
tain, is a bridge which here is called Tremulous, and crosses 
the Ticinus; and in winter it often happens, that the riv(>r 
being covered with ice and snow, travellers pass over the icc a<; 

ifitwere the bridge, t.o go the shortest way. Sometimes mally 
venture wben the ice is not strong enough, and men, as well a~ 
their beasts of burden, are drowned in tile Ticinus. Dut when 
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you ascend above the bridge, there are no more woods, but rug· 
ged rocks and precipitous sides of mountains covered with snow. 
which, when it melt!; and falls down, makes the road very dan· 
gerous; for often the collected masses of snow fall from thl 
summits of the mountains, and overwhelm the travellers pass
ing beneath; and the snow is 60 agitated by slight enuses, tha1 
the loud voice or clamour of those who pass below is said tc 
move the snows, which first tremble, then fall, and. flaving ac
cumulated, rush down with such violence that the whole moun
tain shakes. But it would appear that the hridge over tht 
Ticinus is not called Tremulous because it actually shakes. 
Lut because those who pass o\'cr it, in ascending the mountain, 
begin to fear and tremble; so that, impressed with a sense 01 
present danger by the very aspect of the terrific precipices 01 
the mountain, they hasten over the spot as quickly as possible, 
in silence and trembling." 

The Val Tremola terminates in an abrupt and rugged ascent 
to the summit of the pass, where the sterility of the scene if 
very impressive; where the road winds amidst blocks of gr-.mite, 
which, in some lliaces, form dangerous precipices; and ever} 
aspect presents. desolation and savage grandeur. Amidst 
these scenes Suwaroff dcfentc~ a division of the French army, 
under General Gudin, on the 24th of September, 1799, and 
gained the Puss of the Saint Gothard. On the face of a large 
roek. neaf tile summit, letters rudely carved record SuwARon 
VICTOR; but his victory was useless, and his success of shorl 
duration: the skill of the French generals prevented his junc
tion with the army of the Imperialists, and compelled him to 
make the well-known disastrous retreat of the Muttathal. 

The d\:30late summit of the Pass of the Saint Gothard, situ· 
uted six thousand five hundred feet above the level of the sea, 
scarcely deserve~ the name of a plain. An inn is situated 
near the greatest elevation of the pass; where accommodation 
and refreshment may be had, which the fatigue of attuining, 
alone. renders endurable. Near the inn are the ruins of a small 
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COllvent, which existed there as early as the thirteenth ceu· 
tury: it was one of those admirable establishments that wert· 
commonly founded on Alpine passes to relieve and prot~ct til(! 

lraveHer in those otherwise inhospitable and dangerous regions. 
The amiable Saint Carlo BOTromeo is recorded amongst the 
patrons who contributed to support the hospice of Saint 
Gothard. The convent was destroyed by an al'nlanche in 1715. 
Two yean after, it was rebuilt upon a larger scale; but the war 
of the Revolution in 1798 checked its benefits, anll in 179!) it 
was pillagcd by the fraternizing army of the French repUblic. 
Some soldien, stationed there during the following winter, 
burnt all the wood of the building which they could (';ollect. 
and left it a ruin, from which it has never been restored. 011 
leaving the hospice tf) descend the valley of the Reuss, tlw 
traveller passes several lakes, the sources of the Ti" crs which 
stream from each side of the mountain, the Tessin flo\\'in~ 

towards Italy, and the Hauss towards the Lake of Uri. 1'1", 
largest ofthe Jakes on the Saint Gotllard is cailed tlIC Lu('cm\ro, 
and is the principal source of the Heuss. Thc scene 011 t\](' 
summit is wild and desolate, surrounded by high mountains. 
which arc capped by snows and glaciers: here an impressh'" 
silence reigns, which is scarcely ever hroken, except by th l.: 
bells of the passing mules. or thd song of the muleteer. * 

From the hospice, a rudely pal·cd rnad lI·juds hetw('en the 
lakes, over broken and rocky ground, towards !he miley of 
Ursern, through which the Heuss flows in its descent to tIl{' 
Lake of Uri. There is no relief to the tra\'eller from a uni
form sterility, until he arrives at the village of Hospital. when' 
there was formerly a hospice, founded in the thirteenth cen· 
tury, for the benefit and assistance of those who passed thllt wily. 
It is situated in that part of the Val Ursern which spreads out 
into a little plain, having at its north-eustern extremity tho 
village of Andermatt, at the foot of the passage which leads t() 

DiSllentis by the Oher-Alp; and in the opposite direction, 11 road 

• PJ.r.;e u.. F •• mh. 
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by the Val Ursern leaas over the Furea to the VaJais. The 
appearance of Hospital is rather picturesque, from the remains 
of an old chateau, but UletC is no wood in the valley: a Ijmall 
pine-rorest above Andermatt, which was formerly preserved 
most scrupulously, as a check to the avalanches whiell threaten 
destruction to the village, was destroyed during the campaign 
of 1799. 

There is a character of repose and tranquillity in the little 
plain of Andermatt, which is strongly contrasted with the 
scene upon which the traveller cnters when be leaves the Val 
Ursem to follow the course of the Reuss j the road lies through 
a gallery pierced in the rock which overhangs the river, and 
around which there was formerly fixed a frame or scaffolding, 
upon which tnn'e\1ers and beasts of burden were obliged to 
make tht·ir dangerous pa~~nge, The present road, through the 
grauite rock, was made in 1701, at the expense of the cauton 
(If Uri; it is two hundred and twenty feet long, and in height 
and breadth twelve feet: it bears the name of the Urnerloch. 
l~rom the gallery, a steep path leads down to the Devil's 
Bridge, where a single arch of seventy feet span, OAe hundred 
feet above the ,cataract, is thrown across the torrent, which 
rushes obliquely beneath, and descends, within a short distance, 
above three hundred feet. it is not possible to conceive a 
more appalling scene than that which is presented at the 
Devil's Bridge, by the height of the rocks, the narrowness 
of the defile, and the roar and rush of the torrent beneath.
On the lower side of the ravine, the road, or rather the 
path, by which the bridge is left in passing through the gorge. 
is partly cut out of the vast wall of rock which rises imme
diately abl)ve, to II. great height, and partly rests on arches 
firmly built into the rough surface of the rocks beneath, 
which serve to support the road as a terrace. The sides of the 
rock below the path descend perpendicularly to the torrent, 
and a low wall on the border of the terraced road is the only 
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protection from the danger of falling into the horrible nbvss 
beneath. The waters of ·the Reuss, in descending to ~he 
bridge. tum abruptly to the right to pass beneath the arch. 
and th'en appear to rush with increased rage and violence from 
the momentary restraint which they encountered from the angle 
in the gulf.- The bridge itself docs nol contribute much to 
the sublime impression which the scellC mak('s, unll'~S th~ 

spectator be upon it; but it is impossible to think of ~uch a 
structure, in such a situation, without shuddering at the idea 
of the danger to which those who built it must l1avc l)('ell 
exposed. 

The fearful emotions excited by tllCse scenes arc iu
creased by the recollection that it was here some ureadful 
contests took place Let.ween the French and the Imperialists 
during the campaign of 1799. For the fol!owing account, from 
the Precu des Evenemeus ~/ilj{(/ire8, by the Comle Dumas, it 
would be difficult to find a parallel. On the 15th of Au.qust, 
1799, the French General Lccourbe, having joined tile brigade 
of General Loison on the same day that he had carried the de
fences of the Mayenthal, advanced to secU1'~ the important po~t 

of the Saint Gothard, and, about four o'cloc\i, met the ont
posts of the Imperialists, and forced them to till! hack upon 
their entrenchments at the Df!vil's Bridge ; t these rested llpOU 

the rocks on the right bank of t.he ton ent of the Reuss. Th e 
'French presented themselves at the bridge, and, dH.rging 111t' 
Austrians, reckoned llpon passing it in the confusion w;th 
them. when. suddenly, the hridge disappeared between tilt' 
parapets. Thirty feet of its length had fall en, with those who 
were fighting upon it, into the gulf below, and the remaini ng 
combatants were separated. This event forced the Frelleh 
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grenadiers, who had adranced ~o the charge. to effect a 
retreat; but, borne on by those who were behind them, they 
were, for some time, 'exposed to a murderous fire from the 
Imp(>rialists on the opposite rocks. During the night the 
Austrians retreated by the Ober~Alp, to avoid being cut off 
by the brigade of General Gudin, who had made a detour by 
the Grimsel, and fought his way, with incredible difficulty, 
across the Furca. to fall lIpon the rCllr of the Imperialists : 
Lecourbc's troops, who had. during the night, repaired the 
bridge, found Gudin's brigade, on the morning of the 16th, on 
the right bank of the Reuss, in possession of the enemy's 
position. The conquest of the Pass of the Saint Gothard was 
the consequence, and, within forty..cight hours of the general 
movement of the French, Lecourbc was master of the summit 
nnd the valley by which hc had ascended; but this important 
passage was rc('onquered in little more than a month by the 
Russian army under Suwaroff, who crossed the Saint Gothard 
to effect a junction with the Austrians. When he descended 
to Andcrmatt, he found that the Urnerloch had been blocked 
up, the rocks in thl'! descent to the bridge blasted and strewn 
in the path, p&"t of the bridge blown up, alld other obstacles 
thrown in the way of his adv;ance; but the Russians, Tendered 
desperate by hunger and resistance, re-opened the gaUery, 
and repaired the bridge, by throwing beams across, and Jashing 
them together with the officers' scarfs. Hundreds of soldiers 
fell, in the struggle, into the abyss of the Reuss, before the 
Russians drove the French from their position, and descended 
into the valley between the Urnerloch and Goschenen. 

From the Devil's Bridge to Goschenen the valley is dreary 
and savage. The Reuss is twice crossed before it reaches 
Goschenen: in itl course thither it descends with ISO much 
noise, as it dashetl over and among the rocks, that it has 
given to this part of the valley the name of the Krachenthal. 
Enormous masses of granite lie in the bed of the torrent and 
on the sides of the mouutains. Not far from Goschenen there 
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is an immense block. which the people of the valley say 
the devil dropped there.- At Goschenen. the tra\·c11cr. 
after baving crossed a mountain-torrent which flows by the 
vilIage, enters upon a good carriage-road that conducts to 
Altorf. Below Goschenen the road passes beneath forests of 
pines, and through villages surrounded by cultivation. There 
are some fine points of view in descending to Amstag, princi
pally from a part of the road that rises high above thc IleuS!>. 
which is seen foaming at the base of a well-wooded ravine: 
in the back-ground of this fine scelle is the lofty and beau
tiful form of the Windgelle mountain. Soon after passing the 
torrent of the Mayerbach. which descends from the Sustel\ Alp, 
the traveller crosses the Reuss at the Pfaffensprung.t a bridge 
of ninety feet span, at a great height above the torrent: the 
situation is striking, hut from liD point picturesque. Thence, 
through Amstag, a village at the base of the Windgelle. to 
Altorf, the road is excellent, but without much interest; the 
valley becomes richer in wood, particularly in walnut-trees; it 
is every where well cultivated. and the soil is very productive.! 

Altorf has associated with it some ot: the noblest recollec
tions of Switzerland and the Swiss. The struggle for freedom 
from the tyranny of the house. of Hapshurg, though contem
plated by the people of thp- Waldstetten. commenced here in 
the courage of William Tell. much "f whose history it is now 
fashionable to consider a fiction. The authur is ullwilling 
to be robbed of the pleasure which he feels ill beiilwing 
it to be true: it is asserted to be a talc of an earlier time 
than Tell; but this is no evidence against the story: such 
an event was as likely to have twice happened as once i and 
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if luch a circuT1lJtance as that of the apple had previously 
occurred, it probably suggested the cruel (;ondition offered by 
Gesler to Tell. A tower in Alton. which bean the name of 
Tell"s tower,. is said to occupy tbe spot upon which formerly 
stood the lime-tree against which tbe child of Tell .as 
placed. The subject is painted on the tower: and wherever 
Tell is represented in sculpture, or in painting. the bow and 
tbe apple aTe considered necessary emblems. But perhaps the 
best evidence of its truth is found at the Tellenplatte, the rock 
upon which Tell leapt, when he escaped from the boat of 
GE'sler. The rock is situated at the foot of the Achsenberg. 
and a sbort distance from Fluelen, a little village, the port of 
Altorf, which is situated at the southern extremity of the 
Lake of Uri. Upon this rock, tbirty years after TeU's death, 
,vhich happened in 1358, a chapel was built to commemorate 
the event of Tell's escape, and a series of pictures in fresco on 
the wall represent the principal events of his life. Shooting 
at the apple on his son's head is one of the series. In the year 
of the completion of this chapel, 1388, at the general assembly 
of the people, there, were present one hundred and fourteen 
persOlls who had known 'fell during his life: these would not 
have allowed a falsehood to be recorded, to aid, by the addition 
of romance, the immortal repu'tatioli of their compatriot.t 

From Fluelen to Locarno is about twenty-eight leagues, 
and the communication by the Saint Gothard is SQ. con
siderable, that fifteen ·thousand persons annually, and three 
hundred horses or mules laden with merchandise. pass 
weekly the hospice on the summit. Saussure states, that a 
thousand laden horses pass daily, This must be erroneous, 
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or the commercial intercourse between Italy and Switzer· 
land, by the Saint Gothard, has greatly fallen off; certainly 
the intercourse has been lessened in consequence of the new 
roads' by the Splugen and the Bernardin having offered greater 
facilities to merchants. The people of the Waldstetten have 
felt this, and it has induced them to decide upon completing 
the pass of the Saint Gothard I1S a carriage-road. 

An impenetrable obscurity veils the early accounts of the 
pass of the Saint Gothard, and leaves it uncertain whether 
it was even in the country of the Lepontii. Cresar, Pliny, 
Strabo, and Ptolemy, mention this people, but in terms so vague 
and contradictory, that modern authors are at a loss to draw 
even probable inferences from them. Cresar and Ammianus 
say, that the Rhine rises in the country of the Lepontii: Strabo 
confounds these people with the Rhetii; Pliny states, that they 
border on the source of the Rbone; and Ptolemy writes of a 
town of the Lepontii in the Cottian Alps; but he also mentions 
Mount Adula, as another name by whi~h the Lepontian Alps 
were known. Puzzled by these conflicting litatements, some 
modern authors appear to have considilred the pass of the 
Saint Gothard OJ! a line of demarcation betweOll the Rhetii and 
the Lcpontii. The author, restifl,g upon the authority of Simler, 
believes that the present pasIl of the Saint Gothard lay directly 
through the country of the Lcpontii. The learned old Swiss 
ap~ars to have investigated the subject with nJorf! tact and 
local knowledge than any other author. It is very probablp.. 
that the name of tbe Val Levantine has been derived from 
the Lepontians. 

The early history of the passes of the Alps, by which the 
Cimbri and other early northern invaders descended into 
Italy, is as obscure as the geographical boundaries of their 
states. By many it has been considered that the hordes of 
barbarians which were defeated by Marius descended the Saint 
Gothard: it is probable that this·was one o{their passes; and in 
this opinion Denina fo11ows Plutarch. But the numerous armies 
wlricb descended from the north into Italy appear to have crossed 
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by the Rbetian, the Camatic, and other Alps, as well as th05& 
of the Saint Gothard. There is less uncertainty in the dircew 
tion which the Alemanni took in their invasion of Italy in 
the 1mb century: as they were defeated by ~I8jorian in the 
Campi Cannini. or vallcy of Bellinzona, it is highly probable 
that they descended by the pass ofthe Saint Gothard.-

The origin of the prescnt name of this mountain. Saint 
Gothard, has been as perplexing as its early history: some, 
deriving it from the Celtic words got and artlt, suppose that 
it owed its name to the worship of a divinity on this high 
mountain; others derive it from the Goths. who, when they 
were driven out of Italy. in the sixth century, established 
themselves in the valleys of the canton of Uri; but the most 
probable origin of the name is from a chap!!! dedicated to 
Saint Gothard, who was It bishop of Hildesheim in the twelfth 
century, in honour of whom the abbots of Dissentis raised a 
chapel on these heights, which were within their jurisdiction. 
What is known conce~ing this pass in the dark ages, has been 
preserved chiefly in the archives of the convent of Dissentis. 

The truly heroic .age of Switzerland was that in which the 
virtuous and patriotic leaguers delivered their country from the 
tyranny of the house of Hapsl?urg and the control of the em
pire, from 1308 to 1476. Soon after this period. the people of 
the Waldstetten, elated with their suc(:ess, and conscious of their 
:::;trength, began not only to embroil themselves in quarrelill with 
their neighbours. hut ultimately to hire themselves as toldiers 
to sen'e any foreign government, requiring little excitement to 
wllr and outrage beyond the hope of gain: they were always 
prepared to draw the sword for pay it. and when their services 
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were. purchased by contending parties~ it sometimes hap. 
pened that Swiss were opposed to Swiss. About this period 
of their history, the passes of the Saint Gothard and the Val 
Levantine were often the scenes of their contests with th..: 
Milanese; but their character as invincible soldiers was de· 
8troyed at the battles of Marignano and Pavia; the charm was 
ended by which they had often conquered; and though their 
heroism was not less, they had suffered such repeated defeats~ 

from soldiers as bra\'c and wcll disciplined as themselves, that 
their blood was no longer worth the price which had bceu paid 
for it; and they returned defeated, and driven from an infamous 
course to the honourable employment of cultivating their soil. 
Threc hundred years of peace followed; and, except the 
occasional employment of some regiments Oll foreign service, 
little is heard of the military history of the Swiss until the 
invasion of their hearths by the French at the end of the 
eighteenth century, when all that bravery and desperation 
could effect was done by them; but they sunk before the armie!l 
and the infamous policy of the French Directory. 'rhe sulfer· 
ings whkh were inflicted upon the Swiss, aQd the miseries which 
they were compelled to endure during several campaigns. 
whilst their country was the sell;t of war and violence, harrolV 
the feelings in the recit.'\l. A note of Comtc Dumas. SlIr 

fltwanon de fa S ui.tse. in the Precif de:s Evenemens AJilitain:s, 
too long for insertion here, should be read by every onc 
interested in the history of Switzerland, as presenting 11n 

erpos~ of that infamous outrage by the French, which he has 
had the boldness, though a Frenchman, to record, At the very 
time whell this outrage was perpetrated, and they were uran 
renns of amity with the Swiss, the Directory resolved upon 
" l'invasion d'une terre hospitaliere, Ie dernier asile des mreurs 
antiques, Ie sejour favori de la Jiberte; et Hvrcrent R toutes If'S 

honeurs de la guene un peuple, dont 101. franchise, In bravoure, et 
la loyaute, avaient He justement ccIebrces dans tous les temps." 
Simond. in his excellent sketch of this eventful period, in the 



62 PASSES OF THE ALl'S. 

second volume on Switzerland. gives the following. from a nar
rator (If some of the occurrences of that period in the Val 
Levantinc:-" TowLlrds the end of October 1798. we were 
"isited for the first time by foreign troops; a division ot' eight 
thousand French having passed the Saint GOlhanl. already 
covered with snow. appeared unexpectedly in the Levantina. 
We had no stock of provisions beyond what was necessary for 
(Jur own subsistence during the approaching winter; yet were 
compelled to feed this multitude for a while. and permanently 
a garrison of three or four hundred men I>lationed at Airolo. 
Men and womell, am' all the cattle, were employed, without 
any salary, in transpoT.ting militnry stor~s during the whole 
winter. Early in March following. the passage of the whole 
army, penetrating into the Orisons. IJrought an increase of 
fatigue, losses, aJl(I dangers; and mllny perished." These poor 
people were suff~rers whichever party was successful. Between 
the two they werc spared by neither; their country was the Sl:!st 
of war for ahove three years, during which time they were 
compelled to endure ioss of property, forced labour. and severe 
privation. They WCl"e stigmatized us rebels if they murmured. 
and punished if<they resisted. MallY abandoned for ever t/lil 
latld oj malediction .. otlwra di~d of absolute want. 

After the forcible possession of Switzerland by the French, 
she was governed by a constitution under the A cte de Mediation, 
subjected to the obligation of furnishing a large contingent of 
troops for the service of France. The self-eJected mediator was 
Buonal'arte, whose downfal was the signal for her delivery 
from the bondage of France. Since the restoration of the 
Helvct.ic diet, and the integrity of Switzerland as a nation, her 
policy has been directed to the organisation of her resources, 
and to gllcl.rtl against any future violation of her territory. 
















