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• TO 

Jis ~mptrhtl ~njtst~ 

NICHOLAS THE FIRST, 

EMPEROR OF ALL THE RUS lAS. 

SIRE, 

Your Imperial Majesty deigned to approve 

of the tour which, in 1 3'7, I und rtook in Southern 

Russia: you honoured with your august protection an 

exploring expedition into the most rece.t and least 

known portion of your empire. 

We now, Sire, after a preliminary labour jointly 

fWcomplished, publish the ob ervations, reminiscences 

) ., 
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and delineations · Nsultlflg from this tour. In this 

book, the ~bject of :nt«:r!" ~ convey a knowledge of 

the coun . tis through which we travelled, each ha. 
. . ' 

contributed his own special rem..-ks and investigations . , 
--each has brought fQrward his hlUllble conquests in 

the field of science. This.join,t production, therefore, is . . 
destined to make known to )Ill , who love the advance-

ment of human societies, the marvellous results achieved, 
• 

and the bright hopes entertained by a people and a 

country, which, tut half a. centliry since, were known 

only by the names thoy had borne ill ancient fable. 

,!ho could compute for how many centm;es these 

vast plains have beheld only the same succession of 

invasions, pillsge and destruction, until the day when 

the great Empress Catherine, whose firm will succeeded 

that of Peter the Great, and preceded yours, Sire, 

proudly thrust back the confines of the empire to the 

shores of the · Black Sea, astonished to find its waves 

beating on fa land, over which peace and Christianity 
\ . 

reigned? .The genius which, to their advantage, took 

possesbio"r of these countries, bequeathed its plans to 

its . glorious successors; but for a long interval they 
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remained uncompleted, f~T the· WTC,. 6f war was kindled . , 
throughout Europe; and so !yeat were the ,terrors that 

, } . 
·seemed to, threaten ,these hapless regiol1"t that t}le 

dismayed people d~ed not establish themsel;e. upon - . 
this fertile land, which they w~e not sure of rendering 

fruitful for their own 04vantp.ge. 

Meanwhile, the foun,dation of important establishments 

raised up a confidence in the new provinces, and testified 
• 

to the price. set by Russia upon its splendid conquest. 

The southem plaiM soon witnessA the arrival of 

colonists, who gathered about a powerful rampart of cities 

-Nicolaiefl', Kherson, Odcssa, and at a later reriod 

Kerteh , springing with renewed youth from the ruins 

of Panticaprenm, to command once more its two seas 

and the kingdom of Mithridates, once so formidable to 

a great people, now forming but a slight part of an 
. . 
Immense emplre. 

From that period the young colonies became possessed 

with a creative spirit. While Nieolaiefl' mooched from its 
•• extemporised dock.yards so large a fleet that these se88 

had never seen its equal, Odessa threw Ten- its free 

ports. and attracted all the trade of the Mediterranean. 
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The astonished Bosphorus Ima¢ned itself once more in 
.J 

the gloriou~ times of ;he'<feno~se settlement at KafJa. 

Around thirriucleus of intelligent ~ctivity, plee,cd here by· 

civilisati;n, as in' a favourable centreCl flowed frcslJ streams . ' 
of life and enterprise, augmented by the marvellous pro· 

ductiyeness of the soil, aD<\ the", wise protection afforded 
. 

to nil, without distinetion of reee or, religious worship. 

But it is especially of late years, nnd since ti,e glorious 

peace won by force of urms from Persia and. the Ottoman 

emprrc, that the (Monthern provinc~s, henceforward irre­

vocably incorporated with Hussin, have felt the onward 

impulse imparted to their prosperity, and have risen 
r 

to the staLility and consistency of a great community, 

perfectly prepared to receive, and advantageously employ 

its share in the progress of the age. 

The foundation of numerous and flourishing cities 

in the provinces composing New Russia, tile progressive 

increase in agricultural produce of every kind, the large 

amount of cm:riage in the interior, increasing activity in 
\ . 

the c088ting trade, an appreciation of the beneficial 

effects uf. 't?mmerce among every class of inhabitants, 

the formidable condition of the imperial 6eet, the regu,-
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lruity and ease with whkh, ~. the remotest points, the 

springs of government !l{e '?>fked, and las~y-"thRt spirit 

of wise ana conservati,ve progress which eon\titutes the 
• • 

tme .itality of a pe"Ple~sU&h iu-e the benefits, rapidly 

ennmerated, which- have hithel\o been conferred upon 

New Russia, but It littlE!' while since" b!1fbarous wilder­

ness, ovenun by hordes of lawless depredators. 

Tllere is, however, Sire l a necessit.y which is felt by 

nations no less than h~ individuals, whel a certain amount 

of prosperity hlts rewarded tho labours and anxieties which 

have filled a long period of lif". This necessity is that . 
of initiating for one's-self, of building on one's-own 

soil , of surrounding onc's-self with original creations, 

and freeing ones-self from the vexatious tribute hitherto 

paid to the intelligence of another: t.his neoeBsity, in 

a word, is industry, 

Effeetiv~ly, industry, Sire, - and who knows this 

better than your Imperial Majesty? - is the free 

exercise of the faculties which Providene,," taB bestowed 

upon us; it brings men and nations in closer relation 
. . 

-it binds together .n separaw interests ~to one-

industry combines in one word order, labour, obedience, 
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authority, material prosp~ty,c the strength of govern­

ments and: of statA~s. ,And, as .in sum, the manufacture 
-

of iron, tit material of which plQughshares "",d swords , . 

are made, precedes all oth~r brfi.nches of industry, it 

was quite natural that these prov~dent minds should 

turn their Ij.ttention, fir!;t 6f all, to the mineral 

riches of Now Russia. Is Soutl1ern Russia to have, or 

not, an industry of its own ~ Such was the important 

question arising, in the first instance. The discovery 
It , 

of certain signs indicating the presence of lIon ore 

crowned the hopes of the first inquirers; but another 

inve!\tigation remained to be made, which would be 

decisive in the highest degree of the question to be 

resolved. If nature had refused to these vast wilds 

of the south the oak and the fir, it might reasonably 

be hoped that beneath the 80il she had shown herself 

less grudging, and that thence might be drawn forth 

a supply of coal- that soul of the modern , material 
• 

world, which (lonstitutes, far more than gold, the wealth 

·of . nations. The character of the soil in 80me parts 
• 

of the nfi'w provinces,' not far from the Don and the 

Donetz,.led to the anticipation of • considerable deposit: 
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moreover, m the same k>calities, at a period already 

remote, the presence of, coa/ had been actu\llly ascer­

tained; and""n it Petel; the Great had founde' hopes-
• • 

he who seldom hopel! in. vllin.· "This mineral," he 

said, "will become l source of weAlth to our descenaants:' 

But the question had' hithertn remain~d nndecided. 

It was in the endeavOltl' to solve it, th.t Your Imperial 

Majesty graciously allowed 1]1e to commence investigations 

which will not, under all. circumstanc~s, have proved 

fruitless. 

In entering, Sire, upon a task so difficult, and requiring 

the most conscientious discharge, I was anxious to «.vail 

myself of all the light of science, and of all thc assistance 
'. 

I could derive from the fine arts; for it appeared to 

me that an exploring expedition, such as I contemplated, 

ought to cmbrace the entire physical history of the 

country. At the saL1e time I believed that I should 

thus be accomplishing a truly useful and patriotic work; 
• and by the lIUgust approbation of Your Imaerial Majesty, 

which .. the living expression of tl,e national mind, I 

am already rewarded for my exertions. 

By a favour, which my heart thoroughly appreciates, 
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, 
Your Majesty will nl\o~ US" to dedicate to you this 

account of our tour, S1i.d~ . th~se scientific observations, , 
that not\\ing may be wantP>g. to the h~nour of an 
enterprise, earned on: I m,'y s~y, under the eyes of 

Your ' Maj esty. 

I am therefore emboldene& to present this work to 

Your Imperial Majesty, as the result of continued 

studies, patient research, and obstinate labour-and I 

shall only be tqo happy, Sire, if the savans, the artists, , . . . , 
and the men of letters, who have worthily laboured to 

the same end, and shared the same fatigues , should 

obtain, as well as myself, one of those glances which 

descend from the lofty throne of Peter the Great, and 

Catherine the First. 

It is with the most profound respect, Sire, that I 

have the honour to be, Your Imperial Majesty's 

P","" April 1889. 

Very humble, very devoted, and very 

faithful subject, 

ANATOLE DE DEMIDOFF, 



PREFACE. 

PREVIOUS to undertakiui the long v~ya~e, of whicb we arq about 

to give a narrative, we bad prepared ourselves. by an especial course 

of study, for the Miueralugi~ and Geological researches which 
• 

The protection of the august attracWd us towards Sout.hom Russia . 
• 

persollll.ge who watc}lCs over the interests of the empire, and attends, 

with paternal solicitude, to the s~lost deta.il3 of his administration, 

Wt\A graciously extended to our enterprise-the first of the kind 

hitherto undertaken, with ~espect to tht, mosj recent und least 

known portion of the Russian empire. 

We now publish, after a preliminary labour jointly accomplished, 

the observations. reminiscences alId delineations resulting from this 

tour. In this hook, the object of which js to eonvey a knol'liedge 

of tho countries through which we have travelled, each has con­

tributed his own special remarkfi aud investigations - each hns 

brought forward his humble conquests in the field of science. This 

joint production, therefore, is destined to make known to oJ1 who 

love tho advancement of human BOcieties, the marvellous results 

achieved. and the bright hopes entertained hy 8. people and a 

country, which, but half a century since, were known only by the 

names they had borne in ancient fable. 

Who con1d compute for how many centuries these vast plains 

have beheld only tho sflme succession of invasionl. pillage and 

destruction, until the day when the great Empress ~Il.therine. whose 

firm will succeeded that of Peter the Great, proudly thrust back 

the confines of the empire to the shores of the Blaek 8 .. astonished 

to find its wa.ves beating on Il. land over which peace and Christianity 

reigned ? The genittH which. to their adva.ntage, took po8888Sion 

of these countries, bequeathed its plans to its glorious 8U0ce880rs; 
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• but for ll. long interval they rEfJiained uncompleted, for the torch of 

war was kindled throughout Europe; and so great were the terron 
, .- \ r 

that seeme<\ to threaten these bapleS8 regions, that the dismayed 

people dljlre&' not establish themselves upon this feriile land. which 

they were not sure of rendering fMtful 'lor their own advlUltage. 

Meanwhile. the founda.ti0l) of important ratablishmonta raised up 

a confidence in the new provinces, and testified to the price set 

by Russia UPOD its splendid C()nque~t. The southern plains soon 

witnesseu the a.rrival of colonists, wh~ gathered about a powerful 

mm}H:U"t of cities-Nicolaicff, l(herson, Odessa, and at a later period. 

Kertch, springing with renewed ;rout,h from the mins of Panticapleum. 

to commaud once more ita two eea.s and the kingdom of Mithridaws, 

once so formiJablc[ to a great people, now forming but a alight 

1"lM't of an immense empire. 

From that period the young colonies became possessed with a 

creative spirit. While Nicolaieff launched from its extemporis6d 

dook.,-ards so large a fleet that these seas had never seen its equal, 

Odes.sa. threw open its free ports, and attracted aU the trade of the 

Mediterranean. The astonished Bosphorus imagined itself once 

more in the glorious timGB of the Genoese settlement at Ka1fa. 

Ar'OlUld this nucleus of intelligent activity. placed here by civilisa.tion. 

as in a favourable centre, flowed fret>h streams of life and enterprise. 

augmented by the lll&I'l'(llious productiveness of the soil, IUld the 

wise protection afforded to all. without dL3tinction of race or religious 

WOl'Ship. 

But it.is especially of late years. and since the glorious peace won 

by force of aims from Persia and the Ottoman empire. that the ' • BOUthern provinces. henceforward irrevocably incorporated with Russia, 

have felt the onward impulse imputed to their prosperity. and have 

riMn tD~ the I:tability ~ consistency of a great community. perfectJ.1 

prepared to receive, and advantageously employ its aba.re in the 

_oltheaae. 
The-foundation of numerous and ftourishing"'citi.es in the proriDooe 



PBEFoI.CE, 

composing New Russia, the , progrelsive increase ill agricultural 

produce of every kind, the IB.IVe atllOunt of ca.rriage in 'be interior 
--~.. . . 

increasing a.otivity in the coasting trade, an apprecia,on ,of the 

beneficial eft'e~ of commerce among every class of inba\i1R.nts, the 

formidable condition of the ftnperitl ~et. ilie regularity and ease with 

which, in tha' remotest peints, the springi of government are worked, 

and wtly-that spirit of wiso and conservative progress which 

Constitutes the trl!.O vitality of a·peopl~sucb are the. benefits, rapidly 

enumerated. which have hi1:h~rto boen conferred upon New Hussia. 

but a little while since a barbarous wilderness, overrun by hordes of 

lawless depredators, 

There is, however, 0. necessity which is felt by nations no less than 

by individUBls, when a cert.ain amount of proWarity lw.B rewarded 

the labours and anxieties which havo filled a long period of life. 

This necessity is that of initiating for ona's-self, of building on ono's 

own soil, of surrounding ono's·solf with original creations, and 

freeing one's-self from the veutious tribute hitherto paid tIT the 

intelligence of anothor: this necessity, in a word, is industry, 

Effectively, industry, as it is understood in the present day. is the 

free exeroise of the faculties which Providence bas bestowed upon us; 

it brings men a.nd nations in closer relation-it binds together all 

separato intereslq iow oue-industry combines in one word order, 

labour, obedience, o.uthority, ma.terial prosperity, the strength of 

gonnnuentB and of states, And as in sum, the manufacture of 

iron, 'the material of which ploughshares and swords are roado, precedes 

a.1I other branches of industry, it was quite natural that these 
• provident minds should turn their attention, first. of aU, to the 

mineral riches of New Russia. Is- Southern Russia to have, or not, 

a.n industry of its own? 

the ftrst instance, The 

Sucb was the important question arising in 
• 

discovery of certain 8igns inlicating the 

preeenoe of iron ore rsowned t.he hopes of the first inquirers; but. 

an9ther investigation remained to be made. which would be decisive 

in the highest degree of the question to be resolved. If nature had 
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refused to these va.st wilds of tne sOllth the oak and the fir, it might 

ree.sonabJy hi! hoped that beneatAl the soil she had shown herself 
, (' r 

leas grudgin('~ and that thence might be drawn forth a supply of CQal __ 

that sou11\O{ the modem, material world,~ which constitutes, f.tu- more 

than gold, the wealth of nations., Tae .cl4racter of the soil in som~ 

parts of the new provinces, "not far from the DOll and the Donetz, 

led to the anticipation of !l considerable deposit: moreover, in tho 

same localities, ~t a period already remote, tho presence of coal had 

heen actually o.scertainoo; and on it P~ter tho Groat had founae!! 

hUllt!tt-he who seldom boped in vain. "This mineral, " he srud. 
" will becomo 8 source of wealth to ~ur descendants." 

But tne quostion had hitherkJ remained undecided. It wa.':J in the 

ondeavour to solve ft. that we undertook, to commence invcstig&tiolJS 

which will not, under all circumstances, have proved fruitless. 

III entering upon a. task SO difficult. Rnd requiring the most 

conscientious discharge, I W!\S auxious to avail myself of aU the 

light "bf science, and of aU the assistance I could derive from the 

fine art!!; for it appeared to me that an ~xploring e.xpedition, such 

as' I oontemplat.ed, ought to embrace tho elltire physical hi~tory 

of the country. ' At the same timo I believed that I should thus 

be accomplishing a truly useful and patriotic work; and with this 

conviction, I am already rewardeil fOl' my exertions. 

I am emboldened to present this work to the public, fL.'J the 

result of continued studies, patient research, and obstinate labour­

and I, shall only be too happy, if'tJw sanns, the artists, and tbe men of 

letters, who have worthily laboured to the same end, and shared the 

same fatigues, Sh~ld obtain, as well as myself, one of those gla.noos 

of appro"al, whi~ are a recompense and an en(louragernent. 

DEMIDOFF. 
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CHAPTE 

FROM PA l ' , 0 

THE proje t of a journ y thl' ugh 

th outh rn Pr vine f Ru ia, 

w n on which my mind h d 

1 ng b n bu y, imp 11 d, a I 

wa, by a .ort of· irresistible 
I 

1 nging, to tudy, with all the 

car th y d rYe, regions ~ich, 

in a wild and barbarous condition, 

have now become to the 

government and civilisation. 



2 

Thi wide 

and seem d. erp ua y do me to de as tl1tion , can now 

already ~p int With certaiI?-ty to tlhe futw'e. " Thanks to 

the la t Treaties, the '.PI' Yin~es nexed to the Empire 
• 

at the b ginning of the present ce tury, and now con-

tituting the g n ra! Government of New Ru sia, have 

exchang d their £ nner uncertaip and pr carious lot for 

a stabl . and uniform organi aticm, which time cannot 

fail to trengthen and con olidate. In the lap e of a 

ew years, the e trav ller will hav 'some difficulty to 
• 

tr~ce,among th inhabitant 

di tinctive characteristics of the 

w ife I ft behind on the kirt 

migrati n from Ea t to Wet. 

of New Russia, the 

numerous rac s which 

of the large armed 

Fr ill the e wandering laces have sprung at lea t 

tw ty separate tribe, which are . now day by day' 

b oming extinct; and wa " attracted by the idea of 

arri ing ju. t in time to seize the last tint of that 

broad hi torica! colouring which i gradually fading 

away; and, at the same, tim , to study in what manner 

barbarism had been succeeded by civilisation, and the 

glom of the past converted into more than hopeful 

anticipations of the future. 

It was my full intention to apply to this enterprise 

all t strength of will, ·activity, and per onal influence 

I might p ss I reckoned al 0, not without reason, 
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ROM A . 

• 
on th pow rful UppOlt f a Govemm nt wh\ch knows 

• 
h<?w to appr ciate all honour bl t . i 

Th hem' f my ]I Ulil Y had b n .long · 'ed, 
• • 

wh n I had the h n urI submitting it to His 
• Maj y th Emp r r, d oli~iting hi august ap-

probati n of this sp ci ' of pilgrim g , in whi h a h . 
traveller was to .xplor. a 

my . gationX Th m t 

parat fi ld f tudy nd 

ntir 

wa a cord d ~ my pI' j t ; 

1 1m rial Maj ty, . wh 

and 

a In n-

ouraging m rit of ery kind, without re£ r n th 

countI)' producing it, wa pI a ed to grunt to my 

companions, almost all of th m for igner , a mar f 

his "esp cial pro tion, by expr ord r , forward d to 

th fficial functionari of th van u ov mm llt 

who nitorie w w r to xplor. 

hi xal d solicitud , which llev r d rted u ,w m t 

erywhere with the mo t rdial r c ptiOll and th 

mo t c mplete c -op ration. 

Th pring of 1 7 had lipp d r pidly b , amid t 

the pI' paratiYe and pI' liminary op ration r quir J 

for the exp dition. Imm diately that th navigation 

betwe n Hayr and St. PetersbtiIgh becam practi bl, 

I di patch d to that capital . a number of mining­

ov r eer., with the boring in trument l' qUl It for 

carrying on a mineralogical surv y, th prin ipal object. 

B 2 



( • 
FR PARlS TO VIE A. 

C 
of our v9yag. Thi fir t detachment consisted of 

M. A yra ,. a ski..lfuF'supe· ntendent of the works, an~ 

of four ~ver e'r of boring op r thms, with rune complete 

se of apparatus. 'Th ir 0 carlivan, with its bulky 

equipments, exc eding eighty thou and pounds in weight, 

wa plac d under the dir~ctiOll of M. Paul Kolounoff, 
t 

whos administrative abilities ha~ be n made known by 

a eri s of useful ervice. 

Mt r disembarking at Cronstadt, th xpedition was 

to traver e the hole empire from North to uth, and 

finally to er ct their huts in the vicinity of the mouth 

of the Don; a long and laborious enterprise, as none will 

dou " and accomplish d with equal zeal and p rseverance. 

At th b ginning of the month of May, the directors 

of thi min ral gical survey quitted France, in their 

turn, and proceeded by the most direct route, namely, 

acr ss central Germany and the provinces of Southern 

Ru ia, toward the territories of the Don, and the 

Donetz, where they w re to find the first expedition 

air ndy in talled, and r ady to act under their orders. 

Thi second divi ion was ompo d of M. Le Play, a 

skilled engineer of the Royal Corps des Mineurs of 

FranCte; M. de l,alanne, an engineer of the Corps des 

P nts t Chau s e ; and of M. Malinvaud, a civil 

engm r, form Ily a student at the ltcole des Mineurs 

at t. Etienne; both the latter being charged, under 
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• 
the direction of M. Le · PIa with topographical and 

to the r gion \vhich were ch mical investigation r ati 

to be explorefl. • 
• • • • • • 

When it became n c ¥Y to .organiz th 
• • 

wa to trav 1 under my 1 
• 

of 

eparture 

ection whi 

r fl cted on the inconvenience and d 1 Y awaiting 
• • 

U , e p cially in G rm any , if we r main do in on od '. 

I determined, th r for, that by th 6th of J un , 

MM. Huot, L' veill, nd Rou seau hould b d pat'h d 

to Vienna, proc eding thith r without unn c . h te, 

and ,'i iting on th ir l-oad such town an di tri t 

wer unknown to th m. On rea hing Vi nna, th y 

were to await my arrival, and join two oth r v lunt r 

memb rs of the exp dition, ~lM. A olph du Pone u 

and Achille de la 0 he d • 

to accompany me into Rus i , and had fix d up n that 

city as the place of r nd Z ou . 

It was not till th 14th f June that I quitted 

Paris, accompanied by MM. aft t nd am on. W. 

proc d d in the direction of the d art nt of La 

Meu e, where it w s my intention to mak a bri f halt, 

in order to vi it the :fine iron-work of . nvill , which 

th ir proprietor, M. Mu 1 oubIat, ha , by a u 

of' improv m nt, brought to so high of 

perl ction. This fir ~ day of our j UIn y w a mag-

ni:filit.mt one; th day wa losing a w d s n d the 

lofty h ight which com nds h . r1d,ur qu valley of 
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to 

th Marne, the n VJf :Nleaux, and the whole of 

the smilibg land cape urr unding it, which was now 
o t " <' ( 

graduallY[ £ '~ng away, shrouded in th ~ght mis 'of 

ap r ching rught. My thoughffl travelled back, not 
a r 

without some very natural motion'l t the companions 
f 

of ur I ng j U1'D.ey, who, at that moment, were ap-
, ( . 

pI' aching the d stined oal of our expedition, each at 

di.fE r nt 1 tArval \ ; twenty .. two ~ p r ons were at that 

tim cattered n variou point of Europe, all animat d 

with 011 int ntion, all ardently triving towards the 

am obje t. ( 

Chalon , Vitry-l -Fran~ai , Long-champ ~ , and t. Dizier 

weI' rapidly tra I' d on the 15th; the same verung 

w ~ nter d into th d partment of the Meu e. On 

leaving the monotonous plain of Champagne, th £feet 

f a untry all' ady more diver ified is quit refreshing. 

Aft r merging from Ligny, a small regularly-built 

town, qui id ntical in chara ·ter with tho e of Lorrain , 

we had, in rder to r ach Abainvill , to take a mall 

road which winds along a ucces ion f narrow meadow. 

Although the barr nneS of the majority of the hills 

indicates a il uperficially poor, the num rous villages ' 

ensconced in th vall y , and the busy stir of th 

populati 1l on the roads, b tok n all the activity which 

mining operati n on a large cale xcite on the 

south m fronti r of tho departm nt of the Meus . 

Th 'm', whi h ar u d by l1undr d for the 
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• 
arriage of wood, coal,' an4 iron, all' ady all to 

mind, by th ir li htne on tru tion • nd frail ... '. 
hrune , th v hi ] of the German p it try nd 

•• • 
the lumb ring gait of . th ir driver may" w -11 

• • 
com 1 te th I lanc. On th th I' hand, all amid 

• 
th s remot a ad and ombr 

. th dun hu ih r d, th tr ~ th 

hue, and v n tne very inhabitant, ' gi v. to 

ev ry thing an uniformly glo my pp ar n . It w uld 

m ven as if th light it If, a it ~ 11 una h 

du ky object, dwindl d ' into a d ubtful Ev r ,-

thing, in f: ct, in tl r gion , b ar 1 PI' f 

th xclusiv pursuit. of ir n nu£: ctur and th 

l' ugh toil which com arne itr--a toil wbi h w 

f no reli f-nor fi'ord any in rval and • 

joyful p ace, a do the 1 ur f th fi ld, a h n w 

pha e of which has it appropriate ~ tiv 1 nd day of 

prayer, wh th r to ntr at the pr iti us r ard of 

I;Ieaven, or render thank for iv d: 11 r 

very man is devoted to toil; v I' hu a work hop. 

The village lying on h r ad b tw n Ligny and 

bainvill , are p rvad d with th am hu of a1; nor 

is a trac of luxury r w ddly ornam Jnt an wh r to b 

een. Ev n th rratio ent rpri f tIt mmercial 

tray 11 r has hunn d th ir wall, too nak d and pOY rty-

:trickvn to t.tract their magniloquent 111arsrd.. Th 
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burgh of Abainville, woose 1arge iron-works con titute 

it the capital of these rempte flistricts, has lagged behind 

in all ~'o~e s of this kind; its low-bujlt hou s are 
f " 

barely lighted ' by a few dingy: pan~s of glass, and the only 
r ( 

mini ters of luxury are the wheelwrights; who constitute 
r . 

the entire aristocracy of the p'lace. A cordial and hos-
t 

pitahle reception awaited us on our arrival; and the 

followins oming we w re eJgaged, in company with 

M. Muel, in insI ecting, through all their details, the Iron­

work of Abainville. The works are within ten minutes' 

walk from the lturgh, the road fOllowing the cour e 'of the ' 

rnain, which suppli s the moving power to the machinery 

of the works. The building in which the operations are 

carrIed on, are grouped in the form of ~ vast parallelogram, 

clo d at each extremity by a gate. On the ea teryl -ide 

one single building occupies the . entire length; these are 

the industrial barrack , as it were, in which are quartered, 

together with their families, the four hundred workmen 

employed in the works. This building, only one story 

high, i surrounded by an immense balcony, commu­

nicating with the ground by a number of external 

staircases, d' posed in symmetrical order. Opposite these 

habitations, swarming with inmates, stand the workshops, 

grouped qithout order, and surmounted by wide-spreading 

rooil and ' spire-like chimneys. Here, with the aid of the 

thousand arms of th machin i·y, and th workmen, 
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• 
proceeds, without cessation, th manufacture of wrought 

and cast iron. • • • . . 
An entire day was deyoted to following out t'ie various 

. . . 
interesting operations . ep. op. at these .splendid works. 

I r marked, with e vivid att~ntion naturally to be 

expected fr m one who .clam:s a legitimate cousinship 
. . 

with all the hammers a d anvil of Rus ia, "the re ult of 
• 

all the new proc ,s es and improvement introduced by 

M. Muel irito his . establi hment. On their sid , my 

. companions~ to whom the spectacle was entirely new, 

remained absorbed in the contemplation if all the brilliant 

stages through whieh the ore passes ere it is reduced into 

bar of iron. Arrested at every step by some new 
• 

explanation, they were chiefly fascinated by the marvellous 

effi cts of light, producing a succession of striking pictures; , 

a~d many a w ~kman, with grimy face and ivory-white 

teeth, smiled at their simple admiration of wonders, to 

him of daily ccurrence. 

The iron-works of Abainville deserve, on several 

grounds, the reputation they have earned. Two blast­

furnac s are used for t e production of cast iron; one is 

situated in the midst of the work hops, th other stands 

on the slope of a hill in the vicinity, and each of these 
• 

furnaces produces two castings a day. The . achinery 

employ d in forging the iron is set in motion by the 

waie ' of the Ornain; and when these fail, a steam-
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engine upplie their ceo The ore with which the 

furnaces ('of Abainvill are sUJ]pli d, is procured at about . . (' 

three let}gues from the village; th wood used as fu 1, is • •• 
btain· d at a· hort di tance, and the coal is brought from . . -
arr brock. • • 
It has ~lre dy been tat d that the total number of 

• • 
persons find~ng mployment in this ast e tablishment, 

is four hund! d; and that th • whole of thi .population. 

i lodg d in one difice, a portion of which is parcell d 

out into stor hou e , and a school-room, maintained at th~ 

exp nse of th propri tor, in ~hich children f both 

xes are instructed. At nightfall the gates are clos d, 

and the member f this little community bestow th m­

s l";es, some to labour and some to sleep. But for the 

life and movement arising from these large centre of 

indu try, Abainville and its environs would appear gloomy 

indeed; for the country it 1£ has but few attractions. 

Thia extremity of the department of the Meus pre nts 

a serie of undulation , taking their rise from the western 

declivity of the plateaux which connect the group of th 

Ardenne with the lower chain of the Yosges. The 

Ornain, whith waters the valley of Abainville, has its 

source in the vicinity of Gondr court, a small town of 

great atr~quity. Beyond ~e valley, this modest stream 

takes a direction towards Bar, and shortly joins its 

waters with tho e of another rivulet, called the aulx ; 
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both then bear their tribute to . the arne, below Vitry-

'. le- ran9ais. Throughout ' this extent of tertitory there 
• • • 

i but little veg tation beyond the immediate ,~cinity of 
•• • 

the waters; the plateau,f are, for the most part, barren, 
• • 

although it is prob.able, that at some distant period 
• they were covered with forests. Be t is as it may, 

• 
the country certainly xhibits, In the constitution of its 

atmosphere, all the di~advantages arising from the 

absence of large masses of wood; and although, to our 

astonishment, we heard an engineer, a · native of the 

lace, ill . ntain a contrary opinion, ana attach light 

importance to the effeot of unforesting, as r gards tem­

peratwe, we are, nev:ertheless, satisfied that it is to the 

complete absence of vegetation oyer so wide an ex\ent 

of country, that Abainville owes the severity and length 

of its winters. 

The proprietor of the works has, however, taken some 

pains to adorn this solitude, and nature ha wonderfully 

assisted his efforts. . Out of an unwh lesome and 

infectious marsh, endangering the h alth of the sur­

rounding population, M. Muel has evoked a charming 

shrubbery, the young s plings in whi -h .. ave already 
. I 

att~ned a , vigorous growth, and contribute to the 

embellishment of the country. ." .. 

On Sunday, June 18, we quitt' d bainville. At 
• 

Domremy, the little vill~e which one 
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the portico of the Oathedral of Rheims, we visited 

the house formerly inhabite,d by Joan of Arc. The 
• f" 

chambe~ in which the humble rustic girl dwelt, has 

nothiD.g rem~kable about it, sa~ the official inscriptions 
r (I 

engraved on tablets of stone or Ifl,etal; and, as though 
!' 

the useless iDformation thus furnished were not e~oug4, 
r 

a common-place registe~ is kept open to receive the 

names of the visitors, and their more or less poetical 

observations. On an open space, planted round wi~h 

tre~s, in front of this modest dwelling, a species of 

cenotaph has Deen erected, staflding on four pillars, and 

sheltering a poorly-executed bust of the heroine insulted 

by Voltaire, and whose noble iinage a royal princess, so 

ear y snatched away, has re-produced, with simple and 

touching inspiration. Popular gratitude has not been 

backward, however, in honouring this chaste glory: the 

village folk have built a cabaret in honour of Joan of 

Arc; or at least it would seem so, by the painted sign 

swinging over the door, which bears the inscription, 

" a la Pucelle !" A little scrutiny, however, of this work 

of art, will reveal the metamorphosis-. rather ingenious 

than skilful-whereby Napoleon the Great has been 

transformed into the Maid of Vaucouleurs. The white 

charge the green coat, the epaulettes and riding boots, 

have been judiciously retained in the picture. A plumed 

helmetl instead of the memorable little hat, and a pair 
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of gloves, a la Crispin, are th ~nly change the arti t 

has d emed indi pensable t concili the exiE cies of 

ex and chronoiogy. • 
• e • • 

After pa sing through eN eufch~t ail and Mirecourt, two 

picturesq.ue sites, we t ested an hOlJ.r at the Chat au de . 
Marinville, an old edifice, Viliith n,o other recomm ndation . 
than it dilapidated antiquity . 

• 
At Epinal we wer greeted by the gracious hospitality 

of M. oublat, Receiver Gen ral of the epart m nt 

des Vosges. The morning w pent in vi iting th 
• • 

magnificent garden laid out by M. Doublat, was ind ed 

an agreeable one. The de igner of this garden ha 

taken advantage of an abrupt chain of rock , on which 
• 

tands a fine looking group of ruin , and in this felicitou. 

locality he has planted a garden, or rath ·r an immense 

picturesque park, in which all the resources of art 

and horticultural scienc are combined. A diversified 

display of trees and plants, numerou farm-buildings, 

built in the be t taste, a charming dairy, richly stocked 

conservatories, natural dales, precipices as ~ld as the 

hills, have been grouped together with marvellous skill 

in this enchanting spot, where every av able feature 

of the natural landscape has been adopted wit~ the 

most refined taste. From the terraces which ~verhang 

the town, . e delighted gaze embraces a vast and 

magnificent prospect. A communication between this 
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spl ndid gard nand th hou of it proprietor i 

e t blisht:d . by m aI{ of an 'el gl1nt stairca e, enclo d 
• 

within.- a: tower, of Chin e arehite tlU ,'rising ide by 

side with a vertical - rock <eighty feet in h ight. By 

thi mans, the forimnate own l of these b antiful 

grounds, be t wing him elf by "turns on hi garden 
< 

and hi daily avocation, find~ himself tran port d in 

a £ w minut in tL mid t of th mo t charming and 

rurfl'l retreat,- b n ath th shad of tre , wh e gTowth 

hp, ha wat -hed jor thirt y a1', . ~ 

ot t b a eu d of flattery, howey 1', it rou t be 

oon£ d that E inal i by no m an a pretty town, 

althQugh rno t pi tur qu ly situated m the mid t 

of height which command it on ev ry icl. The 

urr uuding land cap richly ton d: th flat r d 

1'0 f:, th broad and well defined hue of th vari u 

buildings, the ru hing wat l' of the Mo ell, all 

contribut to form a numb l' of charming pro p ct , 

The tr of Epinal are ill-pay d: at the foot of the 

houses, however, there is a line of flag tone mol' 

practicable than th road itself. The outward character 

" of thi mountain town exhibit already something of 

the hi·bitS of German li£. The cleanliness of the houses, 

the stoves by which they are warmed, the stout servant 

girl with bare arms, besieging the fountains with their 

buckets of white deal, which they afterwards carry, 
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religious edifices of thi part ran e. Among a 

numb r of pictur h nging ben ath it gloomy ar 1 

w r cognis d a copy of the "Miracle of t. Hub rt," 
• • 

y that old and quaint ma ter, Holbein, copi of whi·h 

ar abundant in the Id erman citi . 

On the 20th of J un , at an arly lour, we left E in 1, 
• 

dir ting our course towards th Vo g. Thi long 

hain of mountain , which corom nc 11 littl to th 

south of Mayenc , tret h s almost parall 1 with th 

Rhin, nd sink down toward lfort, throwing ut a 

secondary bran h toward the we t. ev ral river, u·ll 

as the Sarre, the Meurthe, th Mo lIe, and the Meuse, 

take the; '" rise on the northeln flank of the Vo g ,and 

flow toward th north. The r ad w tak , 

which leads dir ctly ' to chain 

at an angle ufficientl acute to render th a cent 

to its summit, by mans of numerou winding ,'" an a y' 

task; and th admiration is thu sustained by a succe ion 

of magnificent points of view. This route, rar ly followed 
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by traveller, wh? take f that by Saveme 10 pre£ rence, 

pre ent 8. ~ort of les commonr place reflex of the b auties 
.. 

which ~ touri t seeks in SwitzeJ,'land. Ellery thing here 
f . 

conspires to diversify- a~d ttdorn. the prosp ct: a sky 

admirably suited to exj;end the ran~e of vision, a eries, 

ri ing in successive pla~es, Qf those rounded summit 

which, in tlie Vosges, are specially designat d Ballons, 
r 

mountains coveted with a ri h and vigorous vegetation, 

cool and shadowy valleys, wooden buildings scattered 

here and . there over the dark-hued verdure, streams of 

livlhg waters flowing on every sid, complf,te the 

similitude with th mountain scenery of Switzerland. 

In re pect of downright earnest mountains, commend 
f-

me t the Vosges, that splendid rampart rising between 

two plains. At noon we had reach d the highest point 

of ur ascent, commanding an equal view of Lorraine 

and of Alsace, who e rich fields s~one in the distance,. 

The Ballon of Alsace, which i the most remarkable 

h ight in the n ighbourhood, is not 1 ss than 1,250 metres 

high; and to judge by comparison, we were our elv s at 

a height of some thousand metres. On- either declivity 

of the mo&1tain, numerous villages are m t with, 

denoting the fertility of the soil. The mountain streams 
• • 

In their downward course irrigate and fertilise all these 

villages. The little town of Gemaingoutte, St. Die, and 

t. Marie-aux-Mines, all bustling with activity, were rapidly 
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• 
traversed by u , the bu. y inh itant paying but little 

heed to our noisy equipag '. • • 
Ere long, the a pect of th sc ne around ' u, became 

•• • 
entu' ly changed, and. our carriages roTIed ov r the 

• • 
smo~th lev 1 of the plain of Alsace, through a road which 

• 
resembled rather a garden walk, laid out through the 

• 
most smiling mea ows. We' journeyed . along this 

admir bl road in the miust of a crowd of active and 

busy travellers, walking, riding on horseback, or ill 

'ars, diligences, post-chaises, and every variety of 

qui age. Du t, toba 0, and beer-l beverage 

well adapted to q ench the harmles thirst of ' the 

German- imultaneously engaged the attention of the 

traveller, who scrupulously makes a point of haltin at 

every hostelry on the way- ide. 

Every thing in these regions denotes the point of 

contact between two imE ortant communities; every thing 

bears the mark of that mternational traffic which 

constitutes the life and pro perity of the border 

districts between two nations of equal power and 

industry: The department of the Lower hine, in the 

evidenc s of comfort an prosp rity whiche it pre nt, 

call to mind the rich counties of England. Oll. all 

sides one i surrounded by the magnificent re ts' of a 

careful culti ation, and tl e fields bem' the aI pcaranco 

rather of e ton. ivc kitchen gard ns. Men and women, 

VOT •• 1. c 



18 FROM PARIS TO VIENNA. 

- both equahy robUllt - and the 

bring to the labours of the field an equal 
< • • 

children, 

degree of 

activity ~. while in the smallest village may he heard the ,- .' 
rnmbling of· machinery, the r9nring of furnaces, tbe . 
clanging of hammers,' and eVfry variety of din 

• 
distinctive of manufacturing industry . 

• 
Of all Ihe provinces of France, Alsae. has dis­

tinguished it."lf the most friumphantly in the ap­

plication of m~chinery to manufactures. In these 

favoured departments, where the riches of the soil 

are united WIth those of the industrial arts, the 

employment of machinery has proved an advantage ·to 

agriculture, by returning to it the manual labour whiCH 

conktitutes its strength: this will become the case 

whenever a proper understanding of their interests 

shall have initiated . the m!lSses into the simplest 

doctrines of political economy. No labow-er will then 

be allowed to complain of the multifold processes 

which diminish the demand for manual labour, so long 

!IS on . the soil which he inhabits there remains a 

si!>gle acre of uncultivated moor.land, or . unwholesome 

.marsh, or <t'Ie mile of impracticable road. 

l~ is full time the progress of agriculture were .in 

propo~n to that of indnstry. Manufactures .IIF~ tl)e . 

PlOvWcaof .JD~ery; the tillage of the land, t,hsj; ,4 .. , . 

~s;Jabour. ·, The more you manufactnre, :,by j.~­
-"'co.':,>' 

;;- , 



FROM PARIS TO V1Y. NNA. 19 

ishing manual lahour, throng!. those ingenious con­

trivances of which steam is the. moving .Pllwer, the 

more hands vou will set at Iibertv to be d.woted to 
J . • 'J • 

Ifgriculture, to whose i'rosperity they are so precious . 
• 

As regards those ~tates the population of which is 
o 

thinly scattered, and inferior to what it should be for 
o • 

the exteut of surface occupied. the question does not 

even admit of CliSCHssiou. Th~ introduction of ma­

chinery, and of all rutifici"l means of production, 

considered in thi ~ point of view. appeaN> fraught with 

immense advantages. • • 

At Schelestadt we took horses beyon(1 the glacis, at n 

post-house of unmmal magnificclIce; and It splendid t.eam 

took us rapidly over the ground which l;y betweeil llH 

and Strasbourg. It was at the hour when the inhabitants 

of the villages were retuming to their homes, grouped . -
together upon large cars, and forming, by their attitudes 

Rnel picturesque- costumes, a snccession of pictures full 

of real grace and piny of colour. Not It man was 

on foot,' nor a woman whose attire bore the least trace 

of poverty. A white chemise hanging loosely over 'the 

arms, a red boddic. trimmed with broad ri]j,cms of black 

velvet, a short petticoat, " straw hat of vast circumference 

shading the strongly-marked features of the w .... er, and 

Rll<i~g & few flaxen tresses to escape-such is the 

'oootume. of. the~m~8 girls in the environs ofStrasbourg; 

c Q 
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and it is one which mil becomes the style of robust 

and sOI;uewhat m";lCuline heauty which distinguishes 

them. 

To see Strasbourg, were it only for a moment, and 
• 

not to halt before its beautiful cathedral, would be to 
• 

Jose one of the keencst enjql'ments to be procured by 

the contemplation of those masterpieces of architecture 

which sum up, as it were, the history of many centuries. 

Those even who have previously beheld tilis splendid . 
basilic cannot but be astonished, even on 11 scC}ond visit, 

by the grande";: of the interior, 'the perfect workmanship 

of the painted windows, IUld the endless prolongation of 

that dim religious light which gradually dwindles through , 
tile gloom of those immense arches. How deep the 

. silence I How majestic the scene I How solemn this 

assemblage of so many centuries of Christianity I 

When we were delivered from the hands of the custom­

house officers, and had croBsed tile bridge of Kehl, we 

took the road to Baden, a cheerful road, striking through 

a .pretty plain, which is bounded on the west by the 

Rhine, and on the east by the mountains of the Black 

F<>rest. TMs long chain skirts the borders of the Rhine; 

and running parallel with the Vosges, forms a magniiieent 

basin,1t:ronghwhich tile great stream &ws.Nothing 
• 

clll!be ' i;reshe.:'Iooking, prettier, or more lively;tha:il the 

v~es · 'on ·either side of this road, ,' It is: 'eapIl!)ialJy 



FROM PARtS TO VrlNN A. 21 

here that the indolent ellSe ~f the Gennan breaks 

out in aU its fresh simplici\&: plain ,"ooden houies, kept 
• • 

cnrefully in orWor, with ~ndow panes as clear aE\ crystal; 
• • 

small windows wreathed·round with blooming roses; and 
• 

little gardens enclosed in hedges. of wild rose-trees;­

such are their villages, th~ mer.e sight of which conveys 

a feeling of repose. There is· one drawbaCk, however, 
• 

about this pictmesquc country with its picturesque inhab-

itants--it is here we first have It taste of long stages 
• 

and slow travelling. But of what use is it to complain? 
• • 

'Yhere is the trl1veller ·who in this country, 80 much 

travelled over, can boast of ever ha'~ng beguiled .. Baden 

post-boy, with immovable yellow jacket and voiceless 
• 

horn , from his native slowness? At last, however, Baden 

is reached, and we find, not witllOut some trouble, suitable 

lodgings for our short stay. 

The fashionable and frivolous company of bored invalids, 

who usually assemble about this time at the waters, had 

as yet ouly sent a few of its representatives for the 

present year. I had, however, only made this digression 

from am direct route, in order to afford my companions 

the pleasure "f making RC.quaintance with ·one of the 

prettiest little nooks in the world, where one may come 

and breathe the summer air, at a time when all towns 
• have become 80 many nninhabitsble ovens. The delightful 

~i"bout Baden, and ·its quiet walks, literally tranQ- . 
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ported our artists; but 'they evinced far less enthusiasin 

for the pe9uliar mo~.e of life ooopted at the waters, and , 
the sOrOOwhat monotonous ple1<Sures to · which fashion , . 
every year condemns us, Their' criticisms on this head 

amounted to actual gI;WIlbling. "Who caD understand," 

said they J "how persons, whOr possess in London, Paris 

or St. PetJ\rsburgh, spacious mansions-too confined, 

nevertheless, for their 1uxurious notions-can resign 

themselves to come and sp~nd whole months in these 

little hoxes of rooms, leading this barrack and corridor 
• • 

life, with the additional enjoyment of a fright.ful smell 

of paint, whieh renews its chAJ11ls every spring, in honour 

of each new bat.ch of visitors?" And worse still, if you , 
happen to take an airing in the st.reet of the little town, 

while you admire its elegant houses, like the stage-houses 

at the 0l'Cl'a Comique, observe, behind their innocent­

looking windows, adorned wit.h roses, those pale yet 

piquant faees of women, wit.h t.heir veiled eyes, and 

Sickly, weary smile-tender vict.ims of last winter's halls 

. and festivals! For in very truth, at the end of a week 

this so-called pleasure is exhausted, and ennui aloile 

temruns, 'the faet is, the most essential of all good 

things is wanting, the "home, sweet home" of the 

i1:ilglish~' who understand comfort so well, , And then, 
. . . 

may I ask, 'wh.t feeling in common, wh.t intim.ac;y'tan 

· Oxi.t~ amidsttliisheterogenous' assembly of ' all 'nation ? 
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How can anyone avoid being utterly bewildered by thi~ 

extraordinary miscellaneous assembly of all ,the idle . . . 
people ill Enrppe? B>;t let them alone: at ,the first 

breath of autumn every one will have returned t:, their 
• 

respective place in tbe world; and those eternal friend-, 
ships, struck up by the ,side .of a hot· spring, will . fail 

to elicit the faintest how, or the slightest token of 

remembrance. 'TI,e pUblic establishment of the baths 

failed equally to ohtain the unrestricted adrnu·.tion of 
• 

my companions. They admired the fine dimensions of 

the salons, but inveiglJ~d agaiust the stnallness of the 

gardens, and the vulgarity of that little avenue of chesnut­

trees which overshadow a row of shops, worthy at t.he 

utmost of a village fair ;--a fashionable walk, nevertheless, 

where many bygone celebrities have gently elbowed e""h 

other. If the art of Chabert found favour with my 

good-natured censors, they made up for it by their indig­

nation when the evelling brought round the tables of 
• 

the play-room an eager and passion-led crowd, who, under 

a mask of uniform coldness, came there to squander 

their gold, wear out their lives, and breathe the smoky 

exhalations of the lamps, at the very tiJo.e when the 

moon shed its light over all the bowers of Baden; whcn 
• 

. . the ccolneBs and stillness of tl,e air suggeste¥ solitary 

ramble, far from the dust of the public garden. ' But 

~ve~,.,t,\le· pl .. y was languid that year: Baden was in t,\le 
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expectation of a great event for the year 1838, being 

neither ~o~e nor les~ than the installation 6f " company 

which w~s to plant upon the 9-erman S9il the farming 

system' for gaming houses, and to bring away from France 

all tile old worn-out roulette balls, the blunted rakes, , 
and dog's-eared dice-boxes-in, " word, the whole frightful 

paraphernalia of the gambling system, which had been 

driven out of France, and was coming, like any other 

invalid, to pateh up its shattered constitution at Baden, 

and 'other such like places. 

It is unnecessary to say tJ,at ' we went for a walk up 

to the old castle, and that we climbed up to the highest 

summit of the ruins of doubtful antiquity which crown 

the rmountain. Here we remained some time, con­

templating the magnificent panorama which unfolds itself 

in the distance. Just as we were emerging from the 

"'st arch of the castle, two snakes, entwined one with 

the other, and fighting with fleree obstinacy, rolled at 
• 

our feet. The I\Ilcients would have drawn from tills 

occurrence sOp1e presage with respect to the long journey 

that lay before us; whereas we simply put an end . to 

the combat {)y the dcatl\ of the two reptiles, who, 

a1thongh .brnised and wounded by thoir fall , still . kept 

t\ firm grij> of each other . 

. The next ,.day, at grey morn, we were passmg tIlrough 

Rastadt, a clean, spacious, but deserted town, whore 



• 
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the sound of a coach awakes ai oncc the echoes and 

the inhabitants, the one not less astonished tl<an the • 
other. While they wer'l changing our hors~s" Raffet 

had time enough to make a detailed drawing of the 
• 

full uniform WOnt by that fine body, the Baden' infantry, . . 
quartered in the vicinity of Ille post-house, and who lent 

themselves with much complaistlnte to the artist's wishes. 

Halfet i. active, and !,ake. nd\'nntage of the smallest 

nccidonts on the road; his hand is always ready, his 

pencil ever ])ojnt.cd, Itnd he is only eager for a pretext 

to throw upon paper nll" the incidents of the journey. 

Not a little did lie rejoice over the slowness of the Baden 

postillions, who seemed to enter marvellously into his 

feclings; and every time the wretched postillion kept 

us n quarter of an hour at least, at each change of 

horses, Raffet would exclaim, "That's the way t.o travel 

post I" We felt some regret at not having paid a visit 

to the castle, in which it'is said certain relics of the 

congress which rendered Rastadt famous are preserved; 

but at so early an hour, it is very improbable that we 

should have found fL cicerone to conduct us thither 

without a considerable loss of time. 

From Rastadt we came to Carlsruhe, Carlsruhe is one 

of the few towns which have suddenly arisen 1\C#0rding 

to a fixed plan , and as it were like one building. The 

town , spran!" ready built and pompleted, from a whim 
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of the Duke of Baden\ who reigned in the last century: 

As it i~ almost impossible to remain two hours in this 

model ;capita! without hearin,g some .allusion to its 

mysterious origin, it will be better, I think, to begin at 
• 

once by relating the legend which describes the history 
• • 

of .its foundation. Once upon u time, then, about 0. . 
hundred years ago, a Grand Duke of Baden who had 

Borne cause of displettsurc, they say, fj,ga,inst 'the people 

of Durlaeh, his usual residence, had come to enjoy the 

pastime of the chase amidst the magnificent forests by 

which the whoTe surrounding cJuntry was covered. Aiter 

a short time, the prince fOIDld himself sel,arated from 

his suite, and favoured by the shade and .the stillness, 

he 'laid himself down to sleep in a retired spot, as any 

good prince out a-hunting has a right to do. All of a 

sudden, our prince found himself the hero of a wonderful 

dream: he beheld rising, ready built, from the depths 

of the yawning earth, a noble and spacious city; it 

covered one half of • large circular space; and as all 

the streets ran from the centre to the circwnference, 

the good duke, placed in the middle, as it were, on the 

top of a tmet, could carry his astonished glance in~ 

every . corner of this fan . of masonry. Scarcely had this 

mysteri:>us town fairly shown itself in ' all its detail, when 

the suite of hunters woke up the sleeping prince; . but 

,Be remembered the dreim, and all its wonders; &Ild ·as 
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he was a rich prince as well as a good prince, he resolved 

that he would build in that same place, if it were Ilossible, 

a realisation 0' the b~autiful dream which {lad so 

delighted him. As the prince said, so he did; witness 
• 

this town, which is a perfect fan in shape, anti the 
• 

observatory, which comman4s a view of every thing. The 

second half of this vast circumference is occupied by • 

fine park, 'where the stags and the deer roam at liberty, 

that they may occasionally be hunted through the ancient 

forests of the neighbourhood. If, however, in spite of 

so beautiful a plan, its· extreme cleanli~less) and the 

magnificent architecture of its edifices, Carlsruhe appear 

somewhat cold and dull, the fault is with the founder, 
• 

who failed to complete his poetical inspiration, and handed 

over to the most prudent and sober people in Europe 

his fantastic town, the offspring of a dream of Eastern 

enchantment. Nevertheless, this graceful capital is 

remarkable for its fine monuments and useful institu­

tions, the progress of which attest the reign and en­

lightened views of the excellent prince who governs 

the Grand Duchy. 

Our stiy at Carlsruhe did not exceed oIle hour, and 

during that time I rsceived a. visit from the kind and 

co11rteous Baron von Haber, who overwhelmed ene with 

politeness; he had seen and given welcome to the mine­

ralogioal section of our expediti.on, of which M. Le Play 
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was the guide and chief. These gentlemen, full of health 

and arqour, had o,nly complained of what they termed 

infinite~ too slow locomotion. 

On leaving the territory of BaJen, It little above 
• 

Durlach, to enter the kingdom of Wurtemburg, we had 
• 

no Custom-house seardling. to undergo--that insup-

portable interval of time, during which, onc falls a prey 

to an army of idle fellows. Travellers, and the trading 

community at large, are indebted for this real benefit 

to the wise measures which all the States of Germany, 

including Prussia and Bavaria, 'bave adopted, by common 

consent. The governments of these two kingdoms, 

taking into consideration the respective positon of so 
• many fractions of one fatherland, speaking the same 

tongoe, and possessing to a certain cxteut the same 

interests, came to an agreement for the suppression of 

the thousand Custom-house barriers which impeded 

commercial intercourse, and for the fonnation of a 

confederation, within the limits of which the transit of 

merchandise should suffer no impediment. According 

to this convention, which is at the same time liberal 

and consemtive in its principles, commer<lial 'traffic ' 

may proceed with all frEiedom from the banks of the 

Rhine It.> the frontier of Austria, and to the furthest 

limits of Prussia. In the same meaSure, as , it 'Irould be ' 

imprudent to oveJihrow the protective barriers of fudastry 
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between two great nations, rivals. ill manufactures, is it 

an act of wisdom and common sense to extend the liberty 
• • 

of commercial tr~c in sn:all states of inferior pr<\fuctive 

power. To surround the latter by a cordon' of Custom­

houses, is to imprison the consumer to the great 
• 

detriment of the neighbours products; and the general 
• 

welfare can only suffer from such' a course. Let us add, 

that travellers in has!;] to reach their joumey"s end-and 

they all are-nre greatly benefited by such" system. • 

The natural boundary between the Grand Duchy and 

the kingdom of Wmtembnrg, is the chum~ of the Black 

Forest, the last declivities of which, dwinilling away to 

the north-cast, not far from Durlach , we had just crossed j 

the frontier line, indeed, diverges but little from lbe 

eastern portion of these mountains. The first aspect of 

Wurtemburg is rendered especially remarkable by tho 

beauty of the landscape, to which tl,is position lends a 

peculiar air of l'iclmess. 

If I do not mention every place through which we 

passed, it is in order not to swell nnnecessarily the 

list of burghs and villages with names not very easy 

to pronounce. Certumly the rapidity of OiT progress 

was nQt such but we had sufficient time thoroughly . 
to ' "investigate their pronunciation . and orthoifaphy. 

Unfortunately, too, the hay-making season coincided 

everywhere with. our appearance; and ak. each stage we 
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were obliged to wait for horses, which were slowly 

broug~t from their peaceful hay-carts, to be no less slowly 
• 

harne~ed t.o our carriages. . If, ()ccn.~ionMl.v, our ser~ 

vant~ grew 'impatient, and seized the harness, launch· 

ing ~ rew epithet.; at ' the postillions, they would start 

back, frightened at this u!'wonted vivacity, and stand 

aloof, shaking their heads with an expression of despair. 

At IIIengen, amoug the rest, we had to wait nearly two 

hours iu the midst of a crowd of these eternal idlers, 

gathered motionlcRs and agape around our carriages. At 

last, in the glooming of a splemlid evening, through a 

channing cOllntry, and fannerl by R. hrec7.c laden with the 

perfume of new·mown hay, we made Ollr way towards Stntt­

gdrdt, conversing on 8n<:h softly melancholy subjects n.s are 

inspired by a sky hespAllgled with stars, and the spectacle 

of nature ba.thed in calmness nnd repose. Ere night-fR,n 

we had beheld in the distance Ludwigsberg, and its 

military prison, which stands on n hill in the midst of a 

most fertile conntry-a peaceful retreat, if the captives 

are allowed to breathe the pure air of the mountain, and 

to gaze on the broad landscape around. At eleven in 

the eveniIlg, a miserable supper, detestable beds, and 
a gloomy lodging, awaited us at Strasbourg. 

While the next day I was making a number of visits, 

incumbent npon me, M.M. 

tombl" ·throug\ the capital. 

Sainson and RaffettOok II 

Stuttgardt,as the reader 
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knows, is divided into two cities.; the most modem IS 

remar~hl~ for the beauty of its edifices, the number of 
r ... ~ 

its new buildings, and the width and cleanliness'" of its 
~" , 

street..;;. The lower town, on ~he contrru.·y,· is inegWru', 

gloomy, and e.ncumbered wit.h hOll~es, of such a height, 

that those who live in the lower stories of them are 
" frequently deprived both of air rind light.. 11,i8 ancient 

pOltion of the town presents still n great number of 

housE's, rendf'xetl ~reGious by their architectural detail, 

in the style of the middle ages; in the majority of the cross­

ways are to be seen bi",<:I-rcliofs, or HUlt stat.ues, or­

namenting the angles, and whieh olmost invariabll' 

repre~ent knights clad in eomplete armour-a subject 

extremely in vogue throughout the country; for we I,ad 

already observed several, of 11 flne character, serving a.~ 

ornaments to the fountains in the villages of Wurtembnrg. 

A mare with her fool, is olso frequently found sculptured on 

In>th ancient and modem public monuments of the ·olden 

time. A population of thirty-two thousand inhabitants 

ti.rdngs in the narrow lanes of the lower town, and towards 

the avenues of the market, which is held on a large open 

space, and stretches into the adjacent str~ets. This 

aJIIux of people presented no peculiar characteristics 

of which our painter could avail himself-and, in f~t, the 

national oosturne is in no way remarkable. The army 

of .WU$mhurg, pre.ised for its orgllJlisation, and .the 
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officers of which are.4ield In hIgh esteem, employed 

what little leisure our rapid transit allowed Raffet ; and , 
he Wag; at no loss for uuifonns in the vicinity of the 

( . ' 
king's palace. This palace is in an imposing style of 

• 
architecture, and is situutod on an esplanade symmetrically 

planted with trees . . It is, besides, surrounded by mag· 

nifieent Kardens, which unfortunately none of us had 

time to visit: scarcely, indeed, conld we afford a 

superficial glance at this c~pitul, which is deserving, 
• 

on several accounts, of a special yisit. We returned 

to our carriages in order to ,roneh Munich as quickly 

.as possible. The time pressed, for ulroady we were 

considerably behind hand. 

Ifhe country stretching to the south·east of Stuttgardt 

is tmly ad.mirable; the road which took us to Ulm, 

traverses it almost from end to end; the land, which 

is favourably eXllosed, is well suited for agriculture, 

and on all sides were to be seen the evidences of' n 

plentiful harvest. After passing several small towns, , 
such as Esslingen and Goppingen, the country becOmes 

more varied, and the soil slightly hilly. Towards 

everung, 8'pme difference in the speed, or rather 

slowness of the relays, had separated our eqmpages; 

and it was only singly, and one after the other, that 
r. . 

~e "reached Geislingcn, a burgh of consider.bl~ mi. 
"porlance, picturesquely sitUAted in ' the boBop! . o£ ' a 
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narrow valley, where it contri~s to form a charming 

landscape. With its lofty homes, the~ protruding.beums, 
• painted red, an,d huge JSables blistling above , streets 

just sufficiently tortuous to produce a thousand striking 
. . 

effect.s, Geislingen is a perfect and still breathing 
• 

episode of the feudal ages;. and it is even more than . 
probable that the characteristic · costumes ' in which 

its inhabitants appeared cro·elrssly grouped about 

t.hcir doors of carved wood, studded with huge nails, 

have suffered no appreciable change for the last 

two centuries. A~ it wt1:s Sn.turday eve~ing, we met 

marc than one troop of the honest children of Israel, 

who, in \VurtembW'g, apparently, nre not so ex elusively 
• 

<ievoted to the interests of trade I!.S elsewhere, mill 

occasionally indulge, Itt all risks, ill a jolly and riotDuS 

drunken bout. That which is pl1rucularly remarkable 

in Geislingen, is the prodigious quantity of fU"uclcs 

manufactured in bone, forming an important object. 

of traffic with the women, and a source of .no 

little importunity to the traveller. No sooner does 

a carriage draw up ill tho streets, than it is invaded 

and taken by storm by these intrepid am1lzons, who 

squall in every known tongue the srune insupportable 

petition, and of whom it is impossible to be rid, eve", at the 

cost of purcbasing handfulls of tlleir inexhaustible wares. 

lletwe~n this pretty town and the Danube rises an 

VOL. I. 
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Important branch' of th~cnam which geographers have 

named, the Suabian Alps; we climbed ·its winding 

acr.livitr~s with 9. degree of ~lowue~f.I , ,which, as nif¥t! 

anvlU)ced, ,,':as only too fa~ouraMe to sleep. It was . 
not till two o'c1ock in the lllomillg, by a .,splendid . . 

moonlight, that we were enabled to judge of the 

physiognomy of the town of Ulm. If we may tlust t", 

appearance, and were not. deceived by the poetics.! 

grandeur which so often transfigm'es objects seen 

through the dewy gleams of the ~noon, tills ancient 

town mu~t be of highly curious tnterest to the artif't. 

From its hrond resounding "tree!,s, the inegnlar gahlp.s . 
rose in black outline against the sky , and threw their , 
sharply defined shttdows AgainHt t.he oppo~ite wall~. 

Here and there a gothi(~ t.Qwer, or a t.ull dHll'ch! 

bathed in 1\ bluei~h grey tint, ~tood ill I~ontrast with 

the gleaming house fronts, shining with qu'nish, a.nd 

sparkling with windows, which in German towns are 

alW&Ys so bright; but all this scene soon vanished, and 

in a. few moments we lI'ere rolling once more through 

a rich open country, watered by the Danube, the 

proximity <If which imbued the air with a cool moisture. 

Daylight found us on the Bavarian territory. Augsburg· 

is doootJess the town of all Germany in which a stay 

would afford the :most interest, so powerfully does it 

challenge the curiosity of the traveller J but tho ... vQto, 
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like us, oon,fine' them~ehres t.O R Rt.l'oll through its iITt~gu}81' 

'streets" and gaze, A,bont at its t.fill houses ol11f1:mented 

with ,fresc.4Jes, must refntiu from auy description , of it~~ 
" 

-contents; for -whatever observations they might be in 

a position to make have already bet!ome eonfused, and 

almost indistinct, by t.he tirn,e the, next f-itllge iR renched, 

Nothing iR l~ft, then. for, those who aim at describing , 
every thing, hut the resollrce of geographical die.tJonanes­

:very usefnl book~ , He> doubt~ hut. to whidl it if.; more 

simple to refer the reader. 

As we approach Municli, a cOllsidel'ahle t.mfiil.' of WR.y­

faret's, and vehicles of every deFwription, annl.1UJ1ceS thfO 

yieinity of a capital; and , whf'.n one is fairly within 

its walls, nothing is found t.o beJip. the deserved rim).; 

which this great and beautiful ~~it..y tWCUplt>S III t.hp 

kingdom of Bay.,;., The t!'aveller" ,"Jeil witJ, th" 

historical l'iehflS which Augsbnrg nnd Nu]'pmberg owe , 

to the middle ages, reposes with pleasnre from this 

s~urce- of admiration , and contemplat.es. the resultFi of II 

modem ~chool of art, which has judiciously appropriated 

the sev!lrer beauties of the Greek style. There are few 

.~ in , the world in · which architecture stands in 

.greafAlr honour th.,. ill the, capital of Bavaria - and 

~"'1iredly none in which .nch collections of oqjects of 

'~!'~li«ht ,wgether ",it},: a true feeling for the beautiful. 
'. ,:" ... ;:, ··· .. ~,iO· . '., 

'ili~'~~ed with such cost.ly care, and so spaciously 

D 
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bestowed m vast edifices expressly constructed for, 

and appropriated (a rare circumstance) to, this special 

purpo... Accordingly, we are not to he ast.mished at 

the number of new Rnd magnificent buildings with 

which this city h.s ~een enriched within the last twenty 

years. When public w~rks, executed by the state, afford 

such felicitous models, it is not to be wondered at 

that private wealth should follow this artistic impulse. 

and devote itself to the cultivation of a taste, the 

example of which comes from so high a source. It is 

thus that thc love of .art is rekindled among a people, 

and that we render them happier by transfusing into 

their modes Rnd h.bits of life a ccrtain degree of elegance 
• 

which has a favourable re-action on morals and intel-

lectUal progress. 

The streets of Munich "re not, generally spealring, 

regular; b!,t the aspect of some of them is really noble 

and imposing. One would wish to see more people in 

them-a little more of that bustling and noisy .ctivity 

which indicates a busy and swarming people. Here it 
is not the town th.t is too small for the people, but the 
people too few for the town: a hUlldred thousand souls 

anywhere else would be a large number. no doubt; but 

fora city like Munic\l, it is. perhaps not enough. ·'W~ 
. hilii detannined to devote tWenty-four hours.' to .. rApid 

auNey (;f sottle pOttiims Qf; the city; andatthe.appii>acll 
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of evemng we took lodgings in an hotel conveniently 

situated for our purposed excursions. 

The next da)' we eXllerienced how rapidly the hours 
• 

pass away when one is arrested at every step by some 

fresb subject of interest. A few indispensable visits 

had taken up " portion of our rno~ing, and we hastened 

to visit the gallery of paintings, 80 admimbly situated . . 
next to the palace in whicll the king resides. No 

sooner had we entered these immense halls, than wo 

saw that they would take up our entire day, and that 

the other riches of Munich would escape us for lack of 

time. 1110 eoUection of pictures we were called upon to 

aJroire, is, without gainsay, one of the most valuable, and, 

above ~l, one of the most pleasing, in existence. -rhe 

selection evidences profound study and knowledge, for 

which credit must be given to the king, who has rekindled 

in Bavaria the arts a.nd sciences, which he loves, and 

therefore cultivates with the applause of Europe. This 

gallery is particularly rich in the Dutch school, whi,:h 

has furnished it. with some of its most naif and charming 

masterpieces. Nowhere are finer VanDyck portraits to be 

seen; and in no place in tbe world save Municb can there 

be found an immense ball, filled througbout by the 

·genius of Rubens; indeed this is the most attractive 

.porti"O!> of the collection, insomucb as it affords the ju.test 

4ie..;of the powers-no less extended tban· prolific-()f 
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the great master. I cannot pretend to enumerate here 

all the wondrous canvasses which arrested and charmed 

our attention for so many hours; but a meed of • • 
sincere praise may be given the architects to whom the 

snmptuous gallery of Munich is indebted for the excellent , 
distribution of light, in which respect no gallery in 

Europe is so well lUTangea. The spacious apartments in 

which the larger paintings Rrc hung, arc lighted from 

above; while the smaller pictures, the gems of the art, 

whose charm frequently .lepends on the light in which 

they are seen, are collected 'together in fL series of 

cabinets, which extend in " parallel direction with the 

large apartments, where they RJ"e light.ed in a manner 

which allows them to be examined in the minutest 

detail. 

On taking leave of the rich gallery of' Munich-, we 

could not avoid being struck at. t!te sight of a living 

object-a perfect curiosity-altogether in harmony with 

ilie locolity and the functions assigned to him. . The 

porter in charge of the magnificent vestibule at the 

entrance of the galleries had not in the first instance 

arrested our attention; it was not till our departure, 

when one of ns approached his person, covered with 

gold-lace and brocade, that we noticed the gigantic 'pro. 

portions "of this Goliath. The colossus in question is 

nearly 'seven feet high, ah~ yet so formed, that, notwitii. 
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standing these enonnous dimensions, the development of 

the muscles is marked with that exaggerated distinctness 

which characterises the Fllmese Hercules. The honest 
• 

giant appeared to enjoy, not without some pride, our 

admiring wonder, and answered our questions with a 

good-natured complaisance which dia honour to his gentle 

and amenable nature. 

A secund but hasty visit to the gallery of sculpture­

a building of rare perfection, especially destined to receive 

collections of statuary-allowed us to appreciate the rich 

acquisitions of the high.st antiqUity, recently made by 

the Bavarian government. Nothing can surpass, in point 

of arrangement, this beautiful and noble gallery; nowhere, 

we repeat, are to be seen om aments executed in better 

taste, or more appropriate to the objects for which they 

are destined. 

A short walk in the beautiful gardens of the palaee, 
• 

barely enabled us t<> embrace the ensemble of this 

royal residence. This single day, devoted to 80 many 

interesting subjects of obsarvatioll, was too soon ended; 

we were nevertheless obliged to make all haste, and 

resume our journey to Vienna, where our companions 

had already been. long waiting for us, prepared to join 

in.our distant excursion. 

It was bv Braunau that we entered the States of the . 
~!Dflire,. jIIlii we arrived there at dawn. This little town, 
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most singular in its construction, is composed of one 

single street, of no great lengtJl, but of considerable width. 

At each cnd stands an antique gate, surmounted by . ' 
It belfry. Two fountains, of a picturesque design, are 

symmetrically placed in a line along the axis of the 

spacious street, the rofty houses on each side of which 

have but few windows, 'and these closely fastened with 

blinds in the Spanish fashion.' The roofs, which slope 

backwar-ds, are not seen from the front; so that Braunau 

looks very much like a Turkish town. It was here 

that the Austrian Custoni House officers searched our 

baggage, which wru; done with the Illost ready and 

obliging consideration, 

I" spite of the almost maddening slowness of the 

Austrian postillions, whom neither threats nor entreaties 

could persuade to trot up the most imperceptible slope, 

Nildorfl', Hied, and Unter-Hang, pretty and animated 
• 

little towns, were left behind, and we halted for a 

short time at Lambach-a large and well-situated burgh, 

ov.erlooking a river whose waters flow not far from thence 

into the Danube opposite Linz. A little before nightfall 

we were walking on the public place of Ens, the Anitia 

of the ancients, which gives its m1rnized name to 

one of the tributaries of the Danube. While awaiting 

the ,'interminable preparations ror our frugal supper, we 

had full leisure to examine a large squar~, to:wer, whi<lll 



FROM PARIS TO \'lENNA. 41 

stands isolated in the midst of the esplanade. This 

tower, the lower part of which forms an archway, seems 

to have done d~ty as a gate and belfry, at a time when 
• 

the town of Ens, then of less extent, was, like the majority 

of towns in the vicinage, fortified by a wall, and closed 

at its two extremities. Even in itS present state, this 

is still a remarkable monument. It is covered with 

frescoes throughout ahnost the whole of its surface. 

An enormous dial, visible probably at a league's distance, 

indicates the time, and the luwer part of the tower is 

adorned with a profusion .of inscriptions in Latin. One 

of these, which states the exact date when the building 

was constructed, informs us that it was commenced in 

1544, and finished in 1548. Another inscription,' in 

Monkish Latin, sums up in two distichs the history of 

the town, .which arose on the ruins of an ancient city, 

where two evangelists, St. Mark and St. Luke, did not 

disdain to come in person and reveal the truths of 

Christianity. The following are the two distichs in 

question, which we have copied for the use of those who 

take an interest in the Latiniry of the sixteenth century-
Aspicis exiguam nee magni nominis urbero 
Quam ts;~~ roternus curet a.ma.tque Deus: 
Hwe de T,reaco reliqua est; his Marcus in oris 
Cum Lucs., Christi dogma professus erato 

The .shade~ of ~vening interrupted our investigations, 

&nd. ',i!l'orIiIyafter 'we availed ourselves of the services 
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of the moil, which through the whole night did not 

acoomplish a distance of more than ten Freqch leagues, 

or forty of our versts-a journey which, with Russian 
• • 

horses, would not require more than three hours. At 

last, on the 27th of June, at eight in the morning, we 

reached the burgh o(Malk, with its maguificent monastery, 

beautifully situated on the Danube,. and commanding an 

extensive view of its course. 'The monks of the order of 

St. Benedict inhabiting it, are few in number, and enjoy 

all 'the devout ease which, in ancient days, distinguished 

the monastic life of the learn.d orders. The Emperor 

Napoleon, when he came to Vienna in 1809, selected 

this convent for his quarters, saying, it was the 

sp~t he preferred to any he had ever seen throughout 

the world-wide scene of his conquests. Perched like 

an eyrie amid the clouds, it was indeed a building 

well calculated to please his gigantic imagination. 

We were shown on the floor of one of the apartments, 

which is now used as a locutory, the spot where a 

heap of letters had been burnt by him. Towards five in 

the evening an unusual stir, clouds of dust, a mul­

titude of carriages, elegant women, and swift horsemen, 

announced that we were approaching Vienna. We made 

our entry at last into this beautiful capital, and · after 

an . hour'" journey through an interminable suburb we 

reached the 'quarters which had lon~ been prepa.reci;·f6t 
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us. · From that time, the whole party which was to 

accompany Ple was completely united. Those gentiemen 

wbo bad waited here for me had had no want of leisure 
. ' to explore Vienna in all its deWls, and I found them 

especially satisfied with its riches in the department 

of science. . They were eager to pay homage not only 

to the eminent merits of the s~vans, with whom they 

had had an opportunity' of conversing, but o1so to 

their politeness and obliging attention in their ordinary 

relations. During this long interval they had not 

neglected such opportunities of amusement as they 

could ally witil'their studies. They appeared enchanted 

with the lively, active, and bustling appearance of Vienna, 

which, from its noise and liveliness, and more especiully 

the eagerness of its inhabitants for amusement and 

dissipation, would selll'eely be taken for a German 

city. EveI"Y. evening during the fine season the sarne 

.ardour is exhibited for the public wo1ks, for fetes and 

music, and above all -for the exciting waltz, which 

Strauss directs from the top of his orchestra. The 

public glll'dens are situated without the actual city, and 

it is here that the middle classes come and breatile 

the fresh air amidst ti,eir favourite amusements. Nothing 

can be more attractive than this assemblage of young 

and pretty 'w<'lllen, coquettishly but tastefully dressed, 

Wbile.~. ,\he lights are sparkling amidst the foliage 
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of these gardens, and the strains of the orchestra 

are. arousing the gaiety of the multitude,. the ,higher 

classes of Vienna roll silently along in their carriages 
, 

beneath the thick shade of the Prater-a fine , sombre 

forest, where the desr are not UIlfrequently seen to 

brave the line of' brilliant equipages, and bound oil' 

through the broad b.fades, On returning from the 

drive, it is customary to draw up on the Graben-a 

long esplanada in the centre of the city, ornamented 

with two fountains of noblc dcsign-here, in tl,e 

neighbourhood of the cafes, .th.c carriages stand in a 

line, and the evening ends in agreeable conversation, 

which can be canied on without leaving one's carriage. 

After this fashion did we, during three long days, take our 

share in .this pleasant, easy, careless life, which was to 

prepare us for our approaching fatignes, As soon as 

the business of the morning, spellt in co,?pleting the 

last necessary arrangements for our journey, left us at 

liberty, we started on some new and interesting excursion. 

Schambriinn, with its dinners under the trees, its majestic 

gardens and rich zoological collection, took up almost 

the whole of one day, I imagine, that without being 

accused of severity, one may quarrel with the circular plan 

of the last LJlJl1ed establishment, in which the animals are 

lodged in enclosures and buildings so far apart from each 

other, that to see them all entails a long and tiring walk, 
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We were unwilling to take leave of this beautiful place 

of amusement without mingling in the diversion of' the 

Montagnes Busse;, established iu a pretty garden at , 
a short distance from Schambriinn. At last, however, 

all our arrangements were complet.e, thanks to the kind , 
attentions I met with from nll who were pleased to receive 

me. As "" were decided. to make the experiment for 

ourselves of travelling by the Danube, we engaged our 

berths on board one of the st.en.mcrs which start from 

Pesth for the lower part of the river; and with the 

intention , on my return, bf visiting and describing the 

beautiful capitnl of Austria, I gave the signal for our 

departure. 



CHAPTER II. 

FROM VIENNA 1'p HUKHARF.ST. 

WHEN I arrived at Vienna, I 

had yet come to no decision as 

to the route myself and my 

companions should adopt. From 

that point · we had to proceed 

through countries generally but 

little visited, our observations 

upon whi~h · would . conSflquently have the keen interest 

of novelty. '1'0 reach Odessa, I had to choose between 


