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two routes: tsking the Danube from Vienna, as far as 

Galatz and the Black Sea; or the land journey, striking 

in a northerly direction anJ reaching Russia by Lem-, . 
berg and Brody, or Tchernowitz. After collecting the 

best advice on the subject at Vienna, I made up my 

mind in favour of 'the first. Information, upon which 

I could depend, caused me to be apprehensive of the 

obstscles we might meet with on the frontiers of the 

Empire. It frequently happens, indeed, when there 

has heen a ' continuity of ramy weather' in Southern 

Russia, that the roads become impassable; every trtwe 

of a path disappears, and the Steppes become a vast 

plain of mud, in which it is imrossibJc to discover a 

track: in such a case, woe betide the European car· 

riage venturing into this dire slough , when even the 

light Uwgues of the country can scarcely keel' on the 

. surface. On the other hand , too, the totsl number of 

persons forming our party was not less than seventeen; 

we ' should, consequently, have required at least five 

carriages, including the waggon for the baggage and , 

apparatus of the expedition, and such a caravan woulf 

require at least thirty or forty horses. It w"" almOS! 

impossible, therefore, that such a supply could be ob· 

tained on roads like these for several days in succession, 

with the degree of regularity which was desirable; for 

these reasons, the steam-boat, which descendstl)e 
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Danube. from Vienna t.o Galatz, appeared prcfemhlc to 

all of us , and it was accordingly unanimously resolvctl 

we should MOP.t this rout.e. Moreover, he~id e~ heing . . 

the ea.~ier of the two, it pre~ented muny n.dvantnges. 

In the first place, we escaped t]H~ disagreeable necessity 
• 

of being separated from eueh ot.h!'.1'; n.nd next, it 

wR.~ a mode of t.ravelling .u,tlmil'ahly fulnpted to rend

ing and study, and !lllowed of' our ~xt'hftnging any 

observations the j(lurney elieited. Let, IlW luld, that 

the Danube, t.hen it l'eecnt conquest. of stcaln 

travelling, was llfl.turnlIy "ftn object of interest tn us. 

The DrulUbe is, so to speftk, C]uitc It modem invention; 

it has taken its place-fUl hOllour whieh it well Utl

serves-R.mong the trnvcl and trade Y1\'(')'S of Eurol'C; 

nor is it long since it. became tIle sul~ject of peculiar 

attention on the part of politicft.i wrik.rs. Tile series of 

letters equally renllu'hble for their style and the eru· 

dition displayed in tht~m, which the .Jour fut.!. des Dcba.t.~ 

adopted 88 its own, had given tcnth, 011 IJIC suhjor.t of 

this promising medium of communication, ideas as just 

as they were ingenious; and written, a.<; they were, in 

a . somewhat bante\mg spi,;t, they woro undoubtedly 

calculated to allure us between thoso two banks, whore, 

I"'fehance. some features which had escal,ed the traveller 
" - ' , . ' 

DC the ·J()urnAl tUB Debats might be discovered. Was 
, ... . , '"' ''' ":," -.: ' - ~ , ' . ' 

jtcn6t. ... ind • .od : very probable that certaiu traits of re,J 

'VOL.; '"1. E . 
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life had remruned unobserved on those shores, where 

his imagination had so felicitously evoked all those 

inspiring memories of the Daci1l.lls and of Rome, all 
• • 

the poetry of legend a?d history with which he has 

animated his descriptions? The correspondent of the 

Dcbats hilS written,' in this fushion, an eloquent in·· 

augural (liscourse on one of the grandest occasions of 

modenl times :_H The Union, by the Danube, of the 

Eastern and Western World." We who succeed him 

will set Ilside such brilliant generalities, and with more 

hwnility will describe how this fusion of the two 

worlds, so long separated by the Danube, awl which it 

is now destined to unite, is gradually taking place. 

Our berths were secured on board the Franr-ois Premier, 

one of the Company's steamers, which was to start from 

Pesth, for Drenkova, on the 5th of July. Being unable 

to moderate the adventurous ardour of my companions, 

I granted them all the leisure they required, that they 

might trust themselves to the not very perilous ch •• 

of navigating the Danube, from Vienna to Pesth, in those 

lI&t bottomed boats which perform their journey, passing 

through Presburg. Accordingly, they placed themselves 

.. gl\ily on board, .while I, in a very matter-of-fact way, took . 

the Ill8il on I,he 3rd of July. The distsnce from Vienna 

f.j).. the frontier , of Hungary is short; how. , great is .the 

~ren"'1, .however, of the splendid roads in.Austl'ia;·from 
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the worn-out highways of Hungary I Without seeking too 

minutely the cause of this, it is not difficult to discover 

that it is radicallY inherent in the peculiar character of the 
• 

ancient Hungarinn government, nnd that the remedy for 

it call only be applied with precaution, in a country where, 
• 

by virtue of the fundamental laws of the eonslitution , the 

nobility are exempt from e~ery species of tliX. Now, as 

the nobility in Hungary forms the entire of' the old 

Hungarian blood, and monopoE.es all the possessors of 

land, it is not to be wondered at if nil the public works, the 

burthen of which f.lls e"c1usively on the poorer classes, 

are badly executed, and badly maintained. Of late, it is 

true, severul large land-",Vllers, setting aside all petty 

self-interest, have turned their attention to the am~lio_ 

ration of this state of things. At the heaa of these noble 

spirits, whose minds are slaves to their duty, stands forth 

a man whose generous influence will produce great results 

in a country which has the strongest desire for social 

plltgress; we speak of Count Stephen SzecMny. On 

their side, the Diet-that assembly of nobles representing 

a people of nobles-are not the most backward in )ielding 

to the national impulse which has already made itself 

manifest. Already seyeral resolutions, recently cuactcd, 

have given evidence of a laudable inclinalion to follow tha.t 

movement >towarda·· material ameliorations, which is one 

of;. t9S '·istrongest features of European society. More 

E 2 
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especially, it must be admitted , that the efforts which the 

prudence of the Diet of Prcsburg has made in this direction 

arc cl"ar and precise, un trammelled 1;>y any abstract 

theories , and aim direetly nt t.he prosperity of tllC country', 

the n.ccomI)]ishment of Wllich will be n new and hE'llenCcni 
• 

ern for Hungary. Hero, then , we behold this assembly, 

who it cannot be dOlibtcd have comprehended tllCir 

mission, urged by the infiuencp- of l)fl)gressive ideas 

towards tho gmdunl reicmll of shortsighted laws, which 

would oppose an insunnouninblc obstacle to all ult.erior 

amelioration, in n country whk,1l nt Inst calls out for its 

share in the benefits of modern civilization J viz.: practicable 

roads, Of1l1l1Is, bridges and railroads. Tho first necessary 

conrution of this progressive mnelioration, which we Bec 

commencing in Hungary with wise and persevering 

caution, will probably bring about a more equitable 

assessment of taxes, when by a common agreement 

loyally Entered into, every inhahit.ant of this noble soil, 

renouncing privileges which are a bnrthen to all, will 

consent to bear his share in the pnblic chBIges. 

The posting in Hungary, which is open · to public 

competition, does not appear to me quite .to justify the 

gt'eat praise aWBIded to it by an illustrious personage of 

France. 111e supply of post.horaes, when left to private 

enterprise, Wl ' in England, is .evidently ~ .·.advantage "". 

those who nndertake it, sinoe it constitutes, an ad~~. 
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profit to that which the oWllers already w:aw from horses 

employed in farm-wol'k. But if this system is profitnblo 

to the owner!:;, of horses , it is Ie::;!; rulvRllt:Ilg';UllS to 

travellers, who ure obliged, on morc than one occasioH, 

to wait till a horse returns froUl the plough I WId the 
• 

ploughman is transformed into a postillion. A very 

simple remedy for this, is to, tllke the l,ost-llOl's08 supplied 

by the government, which docR not kcop horses for twu 

purposes. 

A very short stny at Presburg, uid not allow us to see 

morc than would come ~ithin the ken uf nny truveller 

desirous only of a superficial notion uf this IUwieuL capita1. 

Although, since the year 1700, PreslJllJ'g had reswl'cd its 

ancient title to Buda, it lias retained within its wl1Jh/tlte 

seat of legislative power, and tl lC ftp paratus of t.he Illlcieut 

Hungarian institutions. This propinqui~y of the directive 

I,ower is naturally favourable to Austria; llnu while it 

restored to Buda its rank of capital city, which was due to 

its importance, the 1rul,eriul Government, nevertheles., 

kept at Presburg the two assemblies, whose deliberations 

are quickly reported in Vienna. To look at the modest 

building in which they are held, the rooms devoid of all 

style, and possessing no other character than that of the 

most ordinary plainness, with no other furniture than a 

set of large woodon bencheR, covered with fresh ink stnins, 

Ot:ie..'~,otiId .~e one's-self in a.n immense school.room. 
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This absencc of all form or ceromony would lead to the 

conclusion that there existed a harsh contrast between the 

miserable appearance of this hall of legislature and that , " 
pompous tuTay of costume, swords, spurs and ·prerogatives, 

with which the nobility surrounds itself: it might be feared 

that this extreme siniplicity was a sign of indifference or 

contemllt for the sanctuary of the laws, were it not easy to 

ascertain that beneath this somewhat rough simplicity 

there is shown, among these ill-qumiered legislators, a 

profound senso of tho important functions confided to 

them. The feeling of respect for the laws which rei(lIls 

within these walls, covers and adorns their nakedness. 

Even to those who pass only hastily through it, 

Pr€sburg is a city which must leave a lasting impression. 

Pleasantly situated on the lcft hank of the Danube, it is 

balanced on tl,e opposite bank by splendid masses of 

foliage, overshadowing public walks, which are much 

frequented, and deserve tho trouble of crossing the river 

to see them more closely. The city itself is ove1'looked 

by a castle, of which a ruin is all that now remains; but 

it is so felicit<lusly situated, as to reckon few rivals in 

Europe. Presbllrg possesses, moreover, some remarkable 

monnments, and all the public establishments belonainlz 

to a royal city still in a flourishing state, 

On the 4th of July, in the afternoon, we , reached Ofen, 

or rathe. Buda, the Hungarian city, par ",,~,whleh 
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from its rocky eminence contemplates its four large 

suburbs, sloping down in echelons to the Danube, while on 

the opposite side of the stream, on the left bank, Pesth 
• • 

spreads out its broad extent, and all the pomp and 

magnificence of a new and already wealthy city. The 

imposing appearance of Buda sufficiently indicates that it 

is the representative of that hi~torical Hungary which, 

through so many years, wi. happy, powerful, anol indepen

dent. Under the Homans it was called Sic"mbria; and 

tradition declares that its present appellation was conferred 

upon it in memory of a b""ther of Allila, whose name was 

Buda. However this may be, there Buda still stands, to 

tell all the valiant history of Hungary, which com

mences from the conquest of A.rpad; beholds in ~hc 

eleventh century the elevation of the dynasty of Stel,hen ; 

Bows on through twenty-three reigns of the kings of his 

race, and tlle sovereigns of the royal braneh of AlljOU, to 

Wladislas II., who collected the laws into a code; ami 

tenninates with the reign of Lows 11., whose death, which 

occurred at Moh""s, in 1526, determined thc downfall of 

the ancient Hungarian monn.rchy. 

Buda, thus torn from its legitimllte princes, and 

subjected" for mQre than a century and-a-half to the powcr 

of the Turks, has preserved, in spite of itself, the traces 

nf this violent dominion:. witness the baths, which are ill 

.the' <1rieaW >fashion; its metal spires, almost in the 
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preCIse form of minarets, ]Jut no sooner were these 

fierce eonquerofs expelled, notwithstanding the admixture 

of Greek forms of worship, all tlJe heads of tlJe church, . ' 
ull the representatives of the royal blood, and of the 

nationality of Hungary, com bincd in their efforts to wipe 

out the wrong whid1 had been done to these sacred walls. 

nuda preserves in its treasury the crown of St. Stephen, 

his imperiul globe, und his sceptre. It is the seat and 

residence of the Palatine, Hnd of the high dignitaries of 

the church; and !:jinGO Hungary, so long divided, hils 

recognised t110 hereditary dltirns of Austria, Bud a hits 

resumed its well-deserved title of qUCOll ftJlU cupita! of 

Hungary. 

rphere are few situations HO remarkable as those of 

these t.wo ei~ics, Duuu find Pusth; sCl)arnted 1,)' a streruu 

so wide as the Dn,nube, yet really .fol'ming one and the 

~ame city: Pesth reckons sixty-thousand inhabitants; it 

is full of noise and movement, anel is the type of an 

It.ttive, bustling, industrious city, producing more than 

it consumes. The fine streets and broad quays, lined 

witlJ edifices built in excellent taste, are well adapted for 

u,·commerce which is daily increasing . 

.. 1 had scarcely had time to visit It few streets in tlJe 

uwst remarkable ,quarters, and tlJose monuments whose 

exterier was most deserving of attention, when I was 

informed of the arrival of those of my. companions who 
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. had pre/en-cd proceeding to PORth by the picturesque 

route of the Danube. They arrived enchanted with their 

three days' water-jow·ney. l1w description of w]mt had 

been seen during their short interval of separation, was 

immediately communicated to me; and l not to cncroooh 

upon our subsequent observations, whieh from this point 

we collected, and noted down in commOll, I shall plu.ce here . 
the remarks in question, i'n which these gentlemen speak 

collectively, and according to their particuliU' impressions. 

"On the 2nd of July, after receiving your instructious 

rc~pecting the point at which we were shortly to ussemLle, 

. we lost no time in gathering together on the bimk8 

of the Danube at the place fixed upou by the Lo"ianl1J1 

who was to conduct us down the stream to l)resburg. 

It was from that day that the commence~ent of our 

campaign reolly dated. Accordingly we had all dressed 

ourselves in the simple uniform we had agreed to adopt, and 

which we never laid aside during the whole of our voyage. 

In this trim we embarked in a large boat, in which the master 

had, according to-his promise, provided us with convenient 

places. This species of craft deserves a short description, 

as it is the olmost unvarying type of all that are met 

with on the Danube, from Vienna to the vicinity of its 

mouth, These boats are generally of IIlIge dimensions, 

rudely . constructed, and traversed throughout olmost 
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their whole length by a large cabin seven or eight feet 

high, surmounted by a slanting roof, which gives it the 

appearance of a house. Within this is the hold, which 

oontaills the e~tire cargo--and here, to~, the passengers, 

provided they are able to stand the combination of odours 

emanating from the 'merchandise, may be accommodated. 

The fore and aft parts· of the vessel are similar to each 

other, being very much elevated, and the helm is made 

fast to the stern by means of common ropes made of the 

fibre of bark, and is worked by one or more men from 

a platform on tho roof of the cabin. This species of 

floating chalet, built of white deal, descend in grcat 

numbers the stream of the Danube; but when it is 

uooesBary to ascend against the curront, it can only be 

done at t!1e COllt of infinite trouble, Illld' by means 

more picturesque than ingenious, of which we shall 

have occasion to speak hereafter. 

" The master of the boat looked upon us as passengers 

of no ordinary class, probably on account of our paying, 

without dispute, the small sum required of us, and had 

reserved for .the mining gentiemen, as he called us (pro. 

baWyon lIOOOunt of our caps, ornamented with two hammers 

forming .. a .".oss), the stern. castle-above which, an old 

sail formed an elegant canopy. Our chests, turned into 

sofas,· were .. ranged round this saloon ; and, to insure 
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us .. against any unwelcome intrusion, the precaution had 

been taken of nailing the door of the c.bin assigned to 

passengers paying more moderate fllIes, and occupied 

by them in com~on with several bllIrels of tallo';' and 

bundles of leather, the perfume of which penetrated 

through the partition. These passengers were, for the 

most part, indusonous 

for trading purposes. 

Israelites, proceeding to Presburg , 
J.\lst as we were leaving the shore, 

a new companion was presented to us, and we readily 

consented to grant him the hospitality which was politely 

re'luested of us. We "",re informed th.t our reUow 

t.raveller was a captain of engineers, on a journey, in 

company with his two pretty little daughters, to some 

distance from Vienna. 

"We had soon left the city, together with its gliiden

ehequered suburbs, and the majestic trees of the Prater, 

behind us. At the extreme limits of Vienn., a little bllIk, . 

manned by officials chllIged with tlle examination of our 

passports, came alongside of us. This formality was quickly 

dischllIged by a sub-officer, who, in handing back our papers, 

politely wished us a pleas!Llltjourney. We were touched at 

this m81'k of courtesy, which, though certainly trivial, struck 

us as being very unusual under sinlllllI circumstances, 

and. because one rllICly sees, in these police affuirs, the 

"" .. niner. and.the e".mined look pleasantly at each other, 

Rlld Pi!It .I)lutually satisfied. 
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The Danube below Vienna branches out into a multitude 

of streams, separated by islands of considerable extent, 

uniformly covered with meadow land, and a green and • • 

abundant vegetation. The force of the current caused 

ns to proceed at a rapid rate, and we soon only beheld 
• the tops of the highest edifices in the city, and the 

magnificent spire of St. 'Stephen standing out, slender and 

brilliant, ag';nst the deep bh\e of · the long range of 

mount';ns which separates Austria from Bohemia. A 

charming pleasure trip WitS uur jounley 1 starting, as we 

did, in the mild morni11g airr and gliding rapidly nlong 

the green waters of the Danube, pa~sillg on either side 

a multitude of islets covered with willows. From time 

t<f tinlC, some pretty village or fresh-looking country-house 

appeared, and was quickly masked by the verdure-clad 

peaks, which seemed to run by as bent upon continually 

closing up behind us the sinuous banks of the stream. 

For a long time we continued tilfeading our course 

tilfough this labyrinth of water and vegetation. And 

whatpleasanter mode of travelling can be desired? You 

make rapid way, and yet your thoughts can dwell on the 

objects which surround you-strange alliance of movement 

and repose. 

" Our fellow~traveller, the capWu, respected our eon-
• 

templative silence so long as the Danube, pressed' in 

between tile islands, .Uowed us to follow closely .tho 
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sinuosities of the right bank. But SOOll, when we had 

entered into a broader course, he discreetly ventured 

upon a few questions relative to certain points, which, 
• • 

from the moment uf our depurlure, had evidently 

ex.cited his curiosity. 'Vho were we? whnt uniform 

was that we wore? whuj~ was the obj~~ct of our journey ? 

These questions, insinuated wi'th all the polite and 

indirect turns of phrase which the German language 

nffonls, received nnswers, of which our coml'!luion WitS 

furtunnte enough to make out lhe sense, n1though it 

required the united efforts- of three of us to compose 

nnd pronounce tb e shortest sentence. From · this 

moment an active conversation was engaged, the prIll-

cipal part being taken hy the captain, who SOlfll 

perceived that he was addressing those who wero 

intelligent listeners, if not brilliant in dialogue, and 

gruc.iollsly became our cicerone, selecting, with con

siderate attention, among the objects which attracted 

our observation, those which might be most interesting 

to us as Frenchmen. 

" When we had left III the rear the pretty villages 

of Simmering and Neugebaude, the captain directed 

our attention to the right bank. 'That pointed spire, 

cased in polished iron; said he, 'marks where stands, . . 
behind those troos, the · pretty town of Ebersdorff. In 

l8!HI" :~"'p<!Ioon's head quarters were for several days 
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established there; and it WllS from that large island to 
the left, that the French army' sallied out, cros,ing 

three bridges boldly thrown over tl,e stream. You 
• 

were v~ry young the~, gentlemen, but I was present 

on the occasion. Exactly where we are now passing, 
• 

the waters of the Danube were dyed with blood; and 

for more than a whole day these shores trombled with 

a fearful cannonade: While our companion addressed 

us thus, our eyes rested on the island of Loban , now 

so calm Rnd verdant, and Ebersdorff, a charming little 

village, which possesses a manufactory of iron-work, nUll 

an actively employed spinning-mill. Nature and man's 

intelligence have not allowed a trace to remain of the 

bloody and glorious battles which once deY!lStated this 

beautiful country. Such is the reintegrating power 

of these two eternal forces; while the old warriors of 

Essling and Lobau are falling every day beneath the 

hand of time, trees full of sap and vigour are spreading 

their branches over those heroic plains, and a new ge· 

neration is building up anew, what its fathers had 

destroyed. 

"Lower down appears Petronell, a village on th'e 

right bank, occupying the ,site of the ancient Carnuntnm. 

Our captain informed us that the excavations which 
• ·have been ' eonimeuced in the neighbourhood frequently 

,bring to · light fragments' of Roman 'works: Reako 
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mentioned a triumphal arch-the Heathen's Gate 

(Heiden-Thor), as it is called, dating from the time 

of Tiberius, who erected it in commemoration of the 
, . 

conquest of Pannonia. To all tbis oblib~ng information 

on the part of the captain, we replied a' few words, 

which he interpreted as expressions' of our regret that 

we had not leisure to visit thcsc' interesting remains. 

"Towords noon we were travelling through a country 

of more severe aspect. The Danube, IUlsembling its 

waters into one bed, expands here into on imposing 

breadth; lofty hills bound·. it to the right, and lJe.re and 

there masses of rock jut forward, like promontories, into 

its stream. The little town of Haimbourg, soon came 

in sight. Built in a picturesque recess, it is overlookM 

by an old citadel, now in ruins, rising on the rounded 

summit of a mountain. Fro'll this citadel, an embattJed 

wall, flanked with towers, descends towards the town, 

and forms its outward boundary. This fortification, 

which suggests the infancy of the itrt, the style of the 

walls, with their closely ranged battlements, the con

straction of the towers, scattered here and there in the 

vicinity, seem impressed with the characteristics of 

Eastern architecture. I;Iaimbourg, twice destroyed by 

-.the invasions of the Turks, has been as many times 
, 

re,built ; it is , now flourishing, and has been augmented 

.by. ." l~e number of new buildings. Admirably situated 
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at the furthest. end of .a small bu.y, it forms, IlS seen from 

the Danube, an agreeable picture. Haimbourg coutliins, 

we are told, two thousund eight hundred inhabitants; 
• • 

it possesses a tobacco manufactory, producing annually 

ten thousa1ld tons, and every thing around seems to 

breathe willi-being ,;",d prosperity. Here we took leave 

of our good-natured lind well-informed captain, whoRe 

company we regretted we r.ould n01 longer enjoy. 

" A rew paees lower down stands Wolfsthal, a small 

. Austrian town, on the 

marking their extent. 

('onfmcs of the empire, and 

On· the opposite bank, the 

frontier is indicated in n more remarkable ma.nner, by a 

huge rock, which is most })ictm'esquely surmounted with 

riilns. This enormous mass, rising perpendicularly from 

the waters of the stream, forms the extreme point of 

the lesser Carpathian chain. which advances in a straight ' 

line from the north-east, and forms the boundary between 

Moravia and the kingdom of Hungary. A river, flowing 

with . yellowish waters-the March-after watering by 

itstribntaries tbe whole of the Moravian basin, sinks 

into the Danube at the base of the imposing mllSs of 

rock in question. On the right bank, the correspond4\g 

elavation . to tl)is lower pesk _ of the Carpat~s ·is · 

~cely traceabl.e. in a range of hillocks . of . Borne. ·heigl\4 . , . . 
wlijeh ·.~u.uysink down to the .level.. of . the. p\aiq, 
.,' . -', -, ." ,-', - ". ". , " ..... -.'," 

situated ,southwlIl'd 'of the . Danube. : • It '~.' tWo~g/I;J~liJj 
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imp<)sing entrance that the Austrian st.renm flows into 

her beautiful kingdom of Hungary, whose rich meadows 

it irrigates. 

"At a short distance from the great rock, tonnerly 

defended by a fortress, the ruins of which 'are all that , 
rcmains, we landed at the little village of Theben, whieh 

extends its name to tlw fntin~ promontory. It was 

two o'clock, and our bon,tmcn, not to abandon their 

"fixed custom, were desirous of making their rcpnRt in 

the arbout of a little tavem ncar t.he shore. We hud 
• 

so aruent a desire to sntvcy the imposing ruins ovcr~ 

looking the village, that. we each of us immediately 

commenced an independent ascent of the sca'1,eJ e1ill' 

which separated us from tho old enstle. 'Ve were ROOIl 

dispersed at different heights over this steep dediyit)'; 

and, as we gazed around us., we could not out remark 

the different intervals which the varying tastes or 

avocations of each caused between us from this moment, 

when, ¥for the first time, we set foot upon a tl'ad on 

whioh we might exercisE! our observations. M. Huot 

h.d hnlted within a few feet of the level of the Danube: 

and was zealously hammering Itt. tile rocky mo.'s ben~ath 

him, to loose~ from it his first specimen of the Hungarian 

.l!bfi;' Dr, Leveille, arrested in his upward course by 
,'" " b . 

. ~~+Ileanty and varietY' of the vegetation with which 

thi·'·<lecii.1I:\i :was olothed; had already collected copious 

*Ol>: i. 
'.:' ...... 
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speCImens of the local Flora; ROllsseau was looking 

out for the lizards and reptiles scared by our invasion, 

and the unfortunate creatures which fen into his grasp , 
purchased, at the cost of a convulsive death in a bottle 

of spirits, the honour of figuring some day in • 

~?lo.gj£Dl collection'; a hundred feet above us, Raffet 

was scaling the walls of an ancient turret, rising 

in the ni.r like a watch-tower, on which we had 

looked with longing eyes while passing, a quarter of ' 

IllI hour be.fore, ,at the foot of the promontory of 

Theben. The sun w~s powerful, ond many a painful 

struggle was required, ere we could reach tJle centre 

of tlw old fortress. The platform can only be reaclllid 

by scrlllllbling over several rlllllparts of loose fragments, 

which appeOJ' to, have been heaped together by the 

explosion of a mine; but on attaining the highest 

point of the ruins, which is a terrace still in a good 

state of preservation, the trouble and fatigue of the 

ascent are richly rewarded. At a perpendicular depth 

of four hundred feet beneath- you, tlle March mingles 

with the Danube, preserving still for some distance 

the 'muddy tint of its waters. In the haze of the 

distant horizon, to the west, are descried the richly 

coloured pla.ins of Austria, and tl,., thousand brancl>ee 

of the DlPlube" with its green islands. At .ash,liN; 

di,stanco, . to the , ~ast, lie ... Presburg, ' pro~,bi,~ 
- . . -' 
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white-woJled castle ()verlooking the city j 

clouds of the horizon, the 

further Oil, 

amidst the eye 

indistinctly the outline of a range of mountains. 

traces 

"When we had, at last, oJl assembled on the summit 

of the ruins, and had gazed at leisW'e on the beautiful , 
prospect before us, we slowly malic OUl: way back to 

Theben, and rested a few moments in the dark unll , 

ROmewhat unwh()lesome den where our boatmr.lI ann 

their passengers had installed themselvcs, n.nu were 

quietly smoking an after-dinner pipe, oyer fievcrn.1 large 

pots of excellent beer, sllpremely indifferent to c"sties 

and ruins of all kinds. Thcre were in this rustie 

tavern scenes full of interest and character. The loose 

and coarse attire of the Hungarian pca. .. ,nnts-thell" 

broad felt hilts and long hanging hair setting off a 

dark and masculine countenance-struck our n.ttentjon 

for the fIrst time; it was a fine study of drawing and 

colour. We felt the greatest desire to question theso 

grave and athletic looking inhabitants of the place, as 

to the old castle of Theben and it.s histol1' ; but how 

was it · possible to converse with R set of people who 

make · it a pretext that they are some thousand YW'ds 

from the Austrian· frontier, not to u!'derstand a single word 

of--..u the German which we clubbed together to inter

.~ 'them '? . It · must · be admitted, however, that we . . 
*'_"JisimlM to, with henevMent calmness, and . without 

F Q 
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that smile of impatience which, e.en on the part of 

the most phlegmatic Germans, alway' meets the heart

rendi'lg efforts of a Frenohman to malic himself under· 

stood. The experiment we made at nrst of the Latin 

tongue, so long commonly spoken in Hungary, was . . 
not more successful. This traditional language is daily 

becoming extinct, I1nd we ;vere at the expense of 

furhi~hing up our college Tp.miniscences for nothing. At 

last, however. our host infonl1ed us, through the medium 

of an extraordinary mixture of dialects, that the castle 

was known by the nome of t'hc Knight .. ' Castle (HiLler 

Schloss), It somewhAt nnmeaning designation, very com

mon throughout Germany, nnd upon which, in this 
• 

in.stance, no light is t,hrown by the guide hooks published 

on the subject of the Dnnllbc , where it' is simply stated, 

thnt Theben is commanded by a castle, remarkable for 

its antiquity. As a last addition to our information, we 

learned, from a Jew on board the boat, that the ruined 

fortress had served , in 1809, IlB a retrenchment to the 

Austrians against the French, and that since then it had 

remained in the deserted stale in which we liad foUnd it. 

On setting out again, the Hnngarian custom·hollse 
• officers were present at our embarkation; but they ·were 

satisfied withoUT IlBsurance that we were not introdncilig 

illto the· kingdom of Hungary any species of.merchand:iZil .. ~ . .. . . 
slibject to'duty~a ·stateDient whieh'WllS llOlTobonUld .V1 
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our little stock of scientific appaxatlls, caxefully stowed 

away in the boat. Our craft then left Theben, alld aC 

six o'clock m the evening, just us Dr. Lt!vC'illu WitS 
• 

concluding an interesting lecture he was kind enough 

to give us, describing the twenty species of plaut.'> he . . 
had collected on the mountain, we ITmde for the shore 011 

a bare.looking beach, Ilt t~l~ foot' of the house!; , forming 

the commencement of Pres burg. 

" \Vhen we had made sure of 11 lodging ltt Ull iun-. 

where, by the way, the landloru, in !;pite of all entreaty, 

refused to serve us with ~"lppcr hefon~ the regular IIOUl' 

uppointed for the eveniug repast-we had a guiue :se11t fur, 

to take us over the city, who conducted us, the first thi!l~, 

to the castle, whidl, from a lofty and piduresquc site, over. 

looks Presburg And its environs. Out' good cicerone, ill 

the a.bsence, we suppose, of any other road, made us climb 

up to the citadel along II. winding street, the entire 

population of which, "",semblcd in groups at every door, 

saluted UB on OUI passage with such pressing marks of 

civility, that we were unable to halt (I. moment anywhere, 

in order to contemplate at leisure the vru'iety' of costume 

ami ,physiognomy presented at the first glance by the 

inhabitants of this extraordinary suburb. A gate of 

wicient construction, and a steep flight of steps, lead to 
, . 

t,Ioe : ~~lanad' upon . whioh stands the old castle. All 
.tiI\i i),wIltkiW·,.,bich ·onee constituted it a fortress havD 
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been ulmost entirely dismantled; and the castle itself

f> large quadrlUlgnlar edifice, flanked at each corner by 

a squ!U'e tower-is completely in ruins; .in other respects, 

this aucient palace has never been remarkable for any

thing but its situation, and the fine prospect it commands. 
. , 

Its four sides are studded with a great number of windows 

in regular rows, which give it the appeamnce of barracks. 

The style of its architecture, like th~t of the majority of 

public monuments we saw ill Austria, is that of the 

eighteenth century, lUld its dilapidated wwls still present 

a few remnants uf sculpture<l flower and SL:foll wllrk, 

covered over with mouldering whitewash. The buildings 

of this period ure not among those whose ruins cOUllUand 

respect, for they alI end the eye, as do all examples of 

IlTematU1'e decay, all faded relics of a" coquettish fancy 

no longer . endowed with the wealth which gave it im

portance. Tbe grand and severe mins which the band 

of Time had heaped up on the summit of Thebell 

inspired ~s with lively interest; but this wreck of the 

demolisbed po.l~e of Presburg is a spectacle which call 

only be regarded with mournful feelipgs. In the days 

of its splendollr, however, this imposing edific'e, from .. ';ts 

.JoftYlllld magt).iftcent eminence, comm.anded a .. majestic 

prospect vf the surrounding country and the stream 

flowing at its fcct. lUch, indeed, ,i8 the landscape ·whi<V.l . 

unfolds .itself I? the east and· to .. o\he fiOuti>;""'tn>\<lhillg 
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out to the horizon, and which; as we gazed on it, was 

beginnhlg to vanish in the grey shades of evening. 

While we were epjoying this admirable prospect, we were 
• 

accosted by a little. man of advanced age, dresscd in a 
• 

half-military costume, who, after saluting us in our own 
• 

language, addressed us without further preamble, and in 

a singularly blunt and gtllfT tOne, "" follows :-' You 
• • 

nre contemplating, Messieurs les Franfais, this Vllst. pros-

pect; a very fine one, is it not? But, to make up for 

it, this palace is a disgraceful barrack of a place, which 

is left standing for no ~ason I can divine. You ob

serve the mOl'ks of It fire, which you might be led to 

believe was recent, but which happened .s fili back 

as 1809, twenty-eight years ago; everything has beon 

left in the same state as the day after the event; the 

people about here care little for public builrungs, as you 

may perce,ve. And do you know why this castle 

COlDe to be on fire? Simply to balance a debtor and 

.rerulor account. At those times of war a large depot of 

military equipments had been established here, and the 

account-books of .the store-keeper being in a very compli

cated condition, Olle fine night the castle broke out 

in .. blaze I Fire, you know, purifies everything, and 

·settles ..u accounts as well.'-' Sir; said olle of us, 

'You .,.~ to judge very harshly of the men of 

for ..... May,,; :who, iW all appearanco, are your ('ontem-
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!'OraneS, and probably also your fellow-countrymen 

You are right,' he said, 'I am Hungarian, and by 

this time an old man; such as you s,ee me, I served 
• 

under Napoleon: after that, I need say no more, to 

show that my ideas are not always. in accordance will, 

those of my compatriots of the present day.' 'And 

these ideas of yours; replicd one of us, 'your com

patriots have not the good senae, probably, to appreciate: 

, You have guessed rightly; consequently, we are often 

at odds; we discuss the point, and as I am not under

stood, I get the worst of it. I 'am only plain lieutenant, 

gentlemen; and, in spite of my grey hairs, my heart 

is still too yOWlg for the times and for my country. 

A Inonth ago, for a slight breach of discipline, I was 

sentenced to imprisonment in these ruins , to which I 

am indebted for the pleasure of meeting you here this 

evening. 'At any rate, lieutenant,' said we, ' you 

have an admirable promenade and a delightful prospect 

to console you: 'My walk,' he replied, 'is limited to 

this esplanade; as for the prospect, 1 confess myself 

less sensible to its charms than to tjle injustice with 

which I am pursued. You are now on the threshold ' 

of my prison, and here I must stop: good luck await 

you, gentlemen, on your long journey: As he watehsd 

us . returning do:wnwards.: 'You may. be certain,~ .• he: , . " 

cried, that . it is. not these old walls .i.h&t 'poo'YeIl~mYI 
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getting away from hero, if I chose; but I have pledJled 

my .word, and a soldier's word is sacred.' 

"We took lea~e of our captive humorist with painful 
, 

feelings. 'Here; said we, as we descended the height, 

, is a gloomy recluse, who is to be pitied; for he has 
• 

taken the men and things of his country in hatred, 

and he cannot conceal these unnatural sentiments even , 
from strangerS. What woUld be the result if we had 

to spend, instead of a few minutes, several hours m 

the company of this misanthrope? How would it, be 

possible, after such an in.terview, for a traveller who 

is only skimming the surface of the manners and insti

tutions of a country, to gather a notion on any subject 

with which he conld rest conscientiously satisfied? TIle 

impression he will carry away with him will depend 

frequently on the good or bad temper of the first in

formant chance may throw in his way; and is it not 

incurring a serious responsibility, to. repeat assertions 

which we are unable to confirm by our own personal 

and disinterested investigatioDs?' In the midst of these 

reflections,. which ,tend~d a little to dispel the charm 

of our undertaking, and . enjoined . a prudent reservc in 

the ,.composition -of our Dotes, we also made this remark j 

that .. !be 'persons with whom we had occasion to converse 

4~#g ;-~ia. fi,rst ,<lay's , jouiney, had all given a certain 

~i,.,j(;;;4IWit ; <>lJservations, the invariable intention of 
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whi~h . was to tickle that feeling of national pride which 

is said to be so excitable with UB. The captain of 

engineers, the Jew of Thebenhimself, e.nd the morose 
• 

lieutenant in the citadel, ·had equally hit upon that 

fonn of courtesy which is the mo."t ,delicate expression 
• 

of hospitality, and which consists in 'talking to your 

guest on those subjects which maybe supposed most 

flattering to him . ThUR, all the allusions to Napoleon 

and his epoch, 'whicl1 might well surprise us in It 

country once oppressed by his , arms, were evidently 

ouly a mark of their benevohmt intentions towards us, 

and for which we were indebted to the mild e.nd easy 

mauners of ti,e Austrian I,eople . 

• " Returning into the city by a suburb which appeared 

especially singled out by the soldier as the scene of his 

Sunday relaxation, we were more than ·once ·struck with 

the soldierly ,bearing, easy gait, and .perfect trim of tile 

Hungarian infe.ntry. Nothing can be more elegant than 

their uniform, cousistingof ·,, ·whiteeeat ·withsmall tails, 

close-fitting light blue trousers, tiinnned with black and 

yellow stripes .e.nd embroidery, and a cap eembining 

comfort with a good. defence for the head. This eos

tume,which is worn by men for the most part extremely 

well-made,. is . one of the simplest and most graceful 

uniforms tbatcan be imagined for ·the foot-soldier o. - 'DI\I. 
1 . ", 

City <>f.,Ptesburg, which we now trav<'ll'8ed 'in ·its · 'Wide!It' 
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extent, appeared but thinly peopled; the streets are 

wide IIlld airy, but. built with little regularity; the 

modern buildings. present a tolerable apllearance, t!'ough 

built of light materials. We saw the theatre, a !arge 

edifice stwding on IIll esplanade, IIlld distinguished by 
• 

one of the longest Latin inscriptions ever seen-a cir. 

cumstance which natnrfill.y I extiilf,rUishcs all desire to . . 
read it. On that day the theatre was closed, but all 

Itallin Punch had erected its itinemut stage under the 

portico of Thalia. A small group of spectators followed, 

with listless attention, the-universw., but somewhat hack

neyed drama of the Nealloliton humpback. Povero ~i9rtor 

Pulcinella I To what an audience was he addressing 

himself 1 In what ears was he pouring the treasures 

of his sarcastic wit, his bursts of jeering Illughter, anu 

the budesque dialect of the IllZzarolli 1 The grave 

Hnngarians who halted hefore him seemed to toke him 

for a madman, and the greater nwnber went on their 

way puffing a disdainful whiff. of tobacco. 

" As we apprQ8A:hed the bridge of boats thrown across 

the Danuhe, we began to disCQver how. it was we had 

found the finest part of the city almost entirely deserted. 

A dense crowd of people, and a number of elegant 

""",,ages, 'were retaming in & body to Presburg. TI,is 

Ii,\llng ,~~ ,cove;ed the bridge and the alleys of llJI 

~_t: ~ns.de, in such sort, that we, who were 
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the only persons going in a contrary direction, founa 

no little trouble in squeezing o\ll"way along. This 

fashio!,able assemblage was retuming. from a theatre 

built in the open air-a pretty .amphitheatre enough, 
o 

of a semi· circular shape-on the performances of which 
• 

the curtain had just been let down. It still preserves 

the name of ArenaJ a: designation which continues in 

Italy to be applied to all theau'es of the same kind. 

When we had walked a little about the promenade, 

which was being entirely abandoned, we began to reflect 

,that this significant clearance; on the part of a peuple 

so reflUlar in their habits, was a hint which ought not 

to be lost on travellers who for twenty·four hours 

hid scarcely broken fast. We ' returned, accordingly, to 

the Golden Lion; and this time our host, grown more 

hospitable, 'introduced us into a large room, already 

eehoingwitll the noise of the guests, and the discordant 

strains of a band of Bohemi an musicians. 

"From another· boawan we had hired a boat to 

take us to Pesth in thirty-six hours; on this occasion 

our craft was '& little flat-bottomed boat, just exactly 

large enough to hold ourselves and our baggage. ' We 
had, on ,either side, 'given our word to ' be ready at 

~·d·elOck. We were exact to our appointed. time, . . , 

riot 'h&~g ' refi~cted ,that' so' near the ':frontier we · coG!t{ 

eip.ctbut ' littieiniprovement upon· "'~:~i~ 
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accordingly, we had had full time to construct a little 

hut of matting on 'board our little boat, when, at about 

five o'clock, the .boatman and bis helper quietly made . . 
tbeir appearance. We left the shores of Presburg from 

beneath . a sort of platform surrounded with • balus-
• 

trade. This is called the KiinigRberg; and from the 

sWllmit of this elevation each King of Hungary, upon 
'. 

his nc(~ession to the throne, mounted on horseback 

and equipped in complete armour, brandishes towards 

the four cardinal points the sword of St. Stephen. 

" Preshurg and its casrie were soon left ill the disp 

tance, marking their outline upon a cloudy ski-an 

effect so happily conveyed by English engravings. The 

Danube, chared by a fre.ft"t breeze from tbe east, dasb~d 

against the sides of our boat, impelled swiftly along 

by the current IIJld a pair of long oars. Below Presburg 

the stream flows between banks of a truly wild cba

racter. We followed the widest of its branches, tbat 

wbicb Bows ronnd tbe southern portion of tbe island 

of Schutt, one of the largest river islands of Europe, 

its e>.tent being no less than twelve leagues by seven. 

The country on all sides is Bat, uninbabited, and covered 

tiU-ougbout with willows and brushwood . 

.At ' the 'aBpect of this utter solitude it is difficult to 

beli.eye . .on,,'. ,self in Europe, and in the midst.of a 
. . I 

0QWlfnr. ' ricll · in. ,thiolclv DODulated towns. Such is . the 
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deserted state of these tracts of meadow land that the 

animals themselves seem ignorant of the danger . with, 

which. the presence of man threatens them. Frequently 

we came across large flocks of herons and cormorants 

gazing upon us from the shore with the most tranquil 

confidence. Sometllnes we heard the shrill cry of the 

gull, transporting us, in' imagination; amidst the breakers 

of the sea-shore. At other times, large herds, wandering 

aheut without a keeper, would halt, as if to contemplate 

us in our boat j but occasionnlly the waste would become 

peopled, and the silent air filled with a s\J'ange tumult: 

this was when one of those large floating houses, which 

we have already described, was as~ellding the stream, 

drnwn by a team of fifty lIorscs, painfully' toiling 

from ford to ford, from island to islnnu, with these 

ponderous machines. Every horse cnnies a man; and 

every rider in this nautical squadron, now plunged up 

to his middle in the stream, now ploughing a deep 

slanting furrow in the loose sand, utters anuninteITuptedc 

succession of frightful yells, responded to by the no less 

savage sho,:,ts of the troop collected on the 'roof of the· 

Iluge boa~ It .is in truth one of -the most singnlor 

spe()tacles that can be seen, is this troop of h .. lf 8&vage 

aao<! mud-be-grimoo boatmen, witb their black rac .. hitldeu 

in .. fonost 'ofloug hair, or overshadowed by ·an ·immense 
" 

brOad··/latbat. We' recognized in them, OIIIy ;1IlitB 
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more strongly marked character, and a still greater ampli

tude of garment, the well defined type of the Bas Breton 

race. SometimeB~ too, we would ,:ome across a long 

string of floating water mills, which, from amid the tnll 

trees on the shore, to which they are securely moored, 

nre seen to slant out towards n. more rapid current in 

the stream .. But tl,e solitar~ inhntitants of these shores 

that interested us tl,e m'ost are the gold searchers, 

scattered over the islands, or on isolated tract, of be""h. 

These poor people are incessantly employed in sifting 

the sands of the Danub"l to gather from them the 

particles of gold which the stream cnrries down in its 

course. A stream of water. which has passed through 

n heap of sand and graTel collected upon a hurdle, is 

kept continually running over an indined plano, covered 

with felt or coarse cloth-the minute particles of the pre

cious metal thus remaining in the meshes of the tissue. 

We examined closely these good people, engaged, with no 

other shiilter than their large hats, in this interminable 

labour. Not one of them could speak one intelligible 

word -to us, or,; understand one of our questions relative 

to their monotonouif occupation. Our boatman informed 

US" that these men, who work the whole day exposed 

to , the · inclemenoy of tlle seasons, are scarcely able to 

....... ·:.'the val,ue· or' fift.een sous of French money by a 
'1 • 

"~~~."" · Tht~ · MA.t.mAJl was a man of an extremely 
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good humoure(! character, anu appeared to possess the 

knowledge of an experienced pilot as to all the manoouvres 

by which our journey could be shortened. He, too, as 

if by ~ouspiracy, bad his word to say about NapoleOli. 

He had served the great man as an ruly and a drngoon 
, . 

some eight~and-twenty years since; and, from this 

glorious epoch of his life, the brave trooper (now a sailor) 

had retained but one single pilmse of French, with which. 

he honoured us on every possible occasion. His entire 

stock of French consisted of these words-' Ad;~ul mon 

bon ami,' 

"We had disembayked at the foot of an ancient 

monastery, which is now the principal inn of the village 

of Kezis; the public room of this hostelry was ruready 

occupied by several groups, all belonging to the peasant. 

class, so remarkable in this country for their open and 

manly demeanonr, and rugged physiognomy. The cus

tom they have of shaving thoir temples to a certain 

height, gives a strange and somewhat wild . .character 
• to their heads. Their hair, closely ",opped in front, is • 

left to grow' to its ful) length behind, and hangs floating 
• 

O'Ver their sho~rs. A garment of"'coarse linen,dra'Wll 

In •. round the: lains by a braad belt of stitched leather •. 

~ .1>ar4 "'" a pieae of wood; enormous boots of .undres...t 
.' . 

lell,th"l'; ' .the bJ:Olidnation1!l. hat stuck over th,,~: .h.ii!d.' 
·'!Iith . a ideeicleil :-air., &lda certain . abrnptn_.,of. ,,~ 
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ment and gesture ; such are the principal features which 

distinguish Ilhe people of this country. 

" A young man apparently belonging to the ecclesi

astic order, _d who was taking his meal apart from 

the rest" advanced towards us, and politely enquired 
• • 

whether he could be of any service to us; the mixed 

Latin 8f the middle ages, ",hich 'he used in conversing 

with us, adapting itself with fllcility to the most ordinary 

topics. This young man informed us, among other 

things, that all his compatriots who had received any

thing like a regular educalion habitually used the Latin 

language, which still continues, in Hungary, the Ian· 

guage of science and of the law. In answering our 

courteous acquaintance, we were more than once driven 

to the use of barbarisms, which did not, however, prevent 

our conversation being very animated on both sides. The 

furuiture of the pUblic room, in which we were, con-, 

sisted of wooden benches and tables; no other ornaments 

eould be .seen abont it save R, few rude engravings, after 

the fashion of ,our.illnstrated ballad of the 'Wandering 

;lew; encircled with, Hungarian legends, and pasted on 

~w.n, in compahy with the prospecius of a' French 

jovnal, "L'E_pe Litu".-aire,' which probably owed this 

~~ to 'its elegant , viguette. One of tioe corners 
.:" , 1'1- , '. i . ' 
'llt:t~a~oliljw£s;'OCI1jlpied by a mill for crushing •• It; 
~~c .. , ,.' .:' ; .• ,.: ,." ' ,! i'" . 

· liit>iMo,~~.,"",~ ,tbil 'ancient mill used 'by the 'Romims, 
~.oi:'. ,;,_ 
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and still to be fuund among the Arubs. The doors, 

open to ill comers, gave access to a number of beggars 

and hideous (:ripploR, whose noisy importunities dis

turbed our frug8l dinner. ~oon after, "' .. were visited 

by three German female musicians, whose costumes, 
• • 

with harp and guitar slung Mross their shoulders , too 

surely indicated wandering minstrels. One of them was 

young, of nn interesting countenance, l1nd with all tha.t 

decency of de'!leanou~ whi5h is generally to be found in 

Germany, where this/ ' spe~tes of nomudic talent is not 

always a cloak for mendicitj. The songs with which 

these poor women rcgal~d •. ns did not 'exhibit more art 

than we have a right. to expect from street virtuosi. 

Just as we were returning to 'Qur, boat, we were given 
• 

to understaod that our pilot, the ex-dragoon, had u 

favour to crave from us; and tills boon was to grant a 

passage t? our three 

were bound for Pesth. 

singers, who were sisters, and 
> ' 

We could not refuse this sup. 
. . 

port to the fiue arts, toQ frequentlJ'. condemned to foot 
t ~ ,; ..... 

It, and our ' journeyproceed~ &midst the strains of . .. - ,. " . 
national minstzelsy. ' Komorn arrei;te~ US · for a short 

spMetowards . th; ev.e~ , 'n~s ci;;, the Hungartan 

name of which is KOlllaron, ' the capital of the county , 
of that D,u"e, is situate at the confluence of the Donau-

Wug . ""d the Neutra with the Danube. Extensive 
'", '" j, ,, .)" .. 

fortific8lions, of " .modern construotion, defeml· the city 
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and .its appro,",hes. All around indicates that the po

sition must beon~ of great straMgetic importance, and 

that the citadel of Komorn deserves the high reputation 

it possess~s among military men. 

U A halt of only a quarter of an hour did not 
o 

allow us to visit a church . of some beauty, dedicated 

to St. Andrew, and which ,is one of the five churches 

in Komorn devoted to the Catholic religion. Three 

places of worship are open to the followers of various 

persuaaions in this city, which is peopled by no less 

than 12,000 inhabitants. 0 The broad quays and fine

looking houses which we observed, denoted that affillen~'e 

has become one of the conditions of life In this 

place. But as night was approaching, a\lll the ap
pearance of the heavens threatened a storm, we wCl'e 

unable to judge either of the character or industry of 

the population. 

" At nightfall, the wind rose wit.h increased violence, 
. . 

the rain fell in large drops, and t.he 

o • . t)le Danube . made . rough work for 

whose fiat bottom reooe!",d it unfit to 

swelling waters 

our , frail craft., 

cope with such 
• 

an adyers.,.,.. The 'shores were 80 dista~t at this tit;w, 

that it seemed as if we were· navigating an extensive 

lake ; .. moreover, the most comple~ ' darkness Boon shut 

~;Ui from :;.u pr5speot, with ~b . o~her Bh~lter thalY 
-~ .~. . . , , -- ". 

f'l!ltjteet.i.tliare of matting, beneath which our trembling 

o ~ 
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fellow-passengers had taken refuge. No other course 

was left us, than to accelerate by every means our 

noctumol journey, and each of us, in turn, came to 

the relief of our boatmen, wearied by fifteen hours 

toil. Bewildered by the roaring of the wind, and 
• 

soaked through by the rrun, we reached the IlUld 

without being aware' of it, so pitchy dark were tl,e 

h.B.ven.. TIlC experienced skill of our pilot had guided 

us safely into a small bay on the right bank, and we 

groped our way to a neighbouring inn, where the only 

answer made to our call was'the immediate blowing out 

of the lights; however, we were at last, after some par

leying, admitted, lUlU the hostess, with her active 

attendlUlts, SOOIl made us a good fire. As for our 

supper, after the rashion of the Homeric heroes, the 
, 

most skilful, perhaps, but not the most famished of our 

drenched party, had to lend a helping hlUld to pre

pare it. 

" A few hours rest in this inn, which belongs to the 

village of Hohenmareh, had repaired the fatigues of "'" 

little DlUlubilUl tempest; and on the 4th of July the 

ri~g sun beheld us floating towards Gran. StIUlding 

out in relief. at t.ge foot of the ' beautiful undulatiollS of 

the;M'ItnI, hills, Netzmiihl,lUld its rich vineyards, the, 

P9~e~sions of the Counts Zichy and E~terl}szy,.~~ 

BO<lJllf!it behind US, ;M also the boundari~s .of .t.h~ , l'aIt., 



FROM VIENNA TO DUKBARZST. 85 

tinate of Komoru; and, with a new province, we greeted 

a new and most imposing landscape. 

" The river Gran, flowing from the north, pours its 

waters into the Danube at the foot of those hills which 

we had so long seen in the distance, without reaching 

them; and henceforward the stream, with increased 

ropidit.y, flows in the narrow bed which it has made 

for itself through this chain of mountains, covered with 

verdure, and studded with picture~qlle ruins. Before 

entering this narrow channel, we had landed at Grnn, 
, 

the Esztergom of the Hungarians, situaled on the right 

bank of the Danube, in an agreeahle valley. Capital of 

the Palatinate, and for fl. IOllg time the resiJ(mce of 
. ' 

the kings of Hungary, Gran has more dian once ff~len 

into the hands of the Turks, lhe inveterate foes of this . . . 
beautiful country; but it always eontinued dear to the 

high dignitaries of the Church; WIlD, driven away by 
the invaders, still brought back, after each storm, the 

pomp and grandeur of an archiepiscopol establishment, 

which dates from the eleventh century and the mar

tyrdom of St. Stephen. 

I( On the mountain which commands the city, alld 

on the site of its ancient citadel, a primate of th~ 

Church, Prince Alexander of Rudnay, erected the costly 

edifiCes with which his piety endowed the ancient metro

poli~ ' of :thi. · diocese. A palace for the archbishop, 
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another palace for the chapter, and a vast seminary'-·· 

are the monumentq which overlook the valley; but 

that· which worthily crowns this sacred hill, so long 

in the possession of the Mussulman, is a gigantic and 

magnificent churcp, which is unfortunately not com

pleted. This vast Basilic, formed on the I)lan of a 

Greek cross, is built of ~u.sscs of brick-work, but 

covorcd with .lab. of granite and porphyry of exquisite 

beauty. Protected at present by a temporary roof, this 

metropolitan church is intended to be surmounted by 

a dome, which will admira\,ly complete the gnUldest 

building to be Seen in this country. However, unfinished 

as it is, the ill-fated church is already treated as are 

too often our old Gothic monuments; the ignoble 

coating of whitewash, that abominable disgnise which 
• 

would disfigure the noblest piles, already covers these half-

finished walls. The carvings have disappeared beneath 

this wretehed whitewash, which has not even respected 

the Imperial Pal""e at Vienna . 

. " After glancing at tbe beautiful prospect around, tbe 

mountains, the city, and the stream, wbich is crossed here 

by a ferry, we continued our journey, not forgetting our 

lfavelJing musicilllls, wbo, during our visit to the eitalM, 

had piously attended mass in a little cbapel neil!' 'ills 
shore: 

.. W Ii next beheld Wisegrad. 
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when the Hungarian soverClgns mbabited Gran, Wisegrad 

possessed magnificent gardens, costly dwelling-houses, and 

delightful baths for the relaxation of royalty. Wisegrad is 

still beautiful in the midst of its ruined enceinte, and the 

dilapidated remains of its crested walls, relics of a splen-, 
dour which has fallen nDder the barbarous hand of the 

Turk. The enchanting situation' of this castle, in tlle , 
midst of such beautiful sceliery, gave us a clue to the ety-

mology of Wisegrad, which we traced to VISUS-GRATUS, a 

name which frequently recuTS in the present day in many 

parts of Europe, under the'modem form of BELLE-VUE. 

"After irrigating all this fine country, the Danube 

resumes its course through Ule meadows, dividing itself to 

embrace the beautiful island of St. Andrew, so rich in vin~

yards and villa residences, passing Waitzen, celebrated 

for its superb cathedral, und whose numerous spires denoto 

a large population, just as the gallows erected near its 

gates show it to be the seat of criminal justice. Our still 

rapid progress scarcely allowed us a glimpse of St. Andrew, 

Donawetz, and Alt-Ofen, and the renowned sites of the 

isLmd of the Hares. Our pilot kept his word, and just 

as the. thirty-sixth hour was expiring, we arrived, surprised 

and. delighted, in the midst of the animated and majestic 

.panotamapresented · by the cities of Buda and Pesth, 

divided I>y the,broad current of the Dannbe . 

. . \v.kep. •. JVe.iJad di!ltlmbarked on the, Pesth side of the 
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river, not without some trouble, on account of the number~ 

less boats, and the turbulent and importunate crowd 

blocking up the approaches to the quay, we recompensed 

our boatman, who saluted us all, and tJlis time very 

Ii propos, with his French phrase, Adieu ""'" bon ami. , 
We received, at the same time, the humble thanks of 

our poor musicians, whose budget, exhausted for us, was 

I.enceforward iI.stined to charm Hungarian ears. Mter 

which, we proceeded towards the interior of the city, 

along a magnificent quay bordered by a row of palace. 

worthy a great and opulent cbpital . 

• " Shortly afterwards, we joined M. de Demidoff, who 

had arrived a few hours before DS." 

. I had no dllIiculty in collecting these first impreSSIOns 

of my companions, so vividly had their minds been struck, 

and so ready were their memories to lay up a store of obser

vations. Each brought his tribute to find a place in my 
journal, and more tJlan once I incurred the mute disappro

bation of the less experienced of my fellow-travellers for 

refusing to attach the same importance to facts, new only 

to 'them, which they possessed in their eyes-a -wholesome 

rigour nevertheless, for the ru.ther we journeyed, the more 
, " 

'particUlars we should have to note down. TIle nearer I 

appi'Oachedthe frontiers "f Russia, passing through ,ooun" 

tries 'lWelyexpl<ired; ' the more I expeeWdopporllllnUHs : 

lorH""e' free 'exerciSe of my pen; &IlticipMinIJotthat:,!the . 



FBOl4 VIENNA TO HUK.HABESr. 89 

originality and wildness, if I may use the expression, of 

my new acquaintances, would redeem me from the tedious 

monotony ·of certain books of travel. 

The next day, on the 5th of July, the Fran.oi. 

Premier had assembled' all" its passengers, and left ti,e 
• twofold city beneath a hazy sky, which cleared up soen 

after sunrise. We did not '1'ke leave of this noble spot 

without saluting, with our rioisy artillery, the ancient and 

ti,e modern capitals of Hungary, cities which differ so 

widely in age, manners and aspect. Buda commands her 

younger sister, who, in spite of her gay attire, owes her 

the respect due to a venerable elder sister. If one be the 

city of commerce and progressiyc ideas, the other is the 

city of history, kinga and nobles-the city which fought 

and suffered long ere it beheld its young rival, whose mag· 

. nifieence embellishes the opposioo bank, rise beneath the 

prokl,ctive shadow of its walls. To follow out the com

parison, if it be tine that Buda represents the noble 

Hungary of olden times, and that Pesth be the type of 

tbe Hungarian people of the present, it may be said that 

the bridge which unites the two cities is the symbol of tile 

pr<>eent .polit.ical condition of the country. 'lbe old bridge 

is already insufficient for the existing traffic, as is admitted 

"",both sides. But Buda is opposed to any new construe· 

.uell; .. th~iCjlU~ of this is, that on tpe old bridge, toll is paid 

i~:Iw~,p.;ople, ,the IWbility, by virtue of its privileges, 
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being exempt. Were a new ' bridge built, on the other 

hand, the privilege would naturally expire in the presence 

of a new tax, which would make no distinction between 

simple and noble, for the tendencies of the diet in matters 

of public revenue, incline now In a "marked manner .towards 
, 

principles of equality. Buda resists, therefore, and will 

long hold out against ·this sacrifice of its ancient immu

nities. 

In the space of an hour, both cities were out of sight, 

and the Danube now flowed in the midst of its dreary 

meadows. The strean! had .overflowed its banks, and 

spr~ad its waters far around, inundating farms and villages, . 

whose inhabitants are no better than amphibious savages. 

&rds of white oxen, and occasionally buffaloes, long 

flocks of cormoran,ts, scared by the noise of our vessel, 

were the only incidents which diversified our journey. 

At every village of any importance, the Fra.n.ois 

Premier stopped to exchange a few passengers, and a 

voll~y of salutes. Not far from one of these villages, 

called .Adoni, the name of Schnbry was pronounced, and 

we learnt that the adventurous brigand, who for many 

years had spread consternation in these regions, and had, 

. previous,to.his vagabond' career, been a swineherd, had just 

been killed ,at the age of thirty-four, leaving behind him 

an. _~ .store of ml""'eUous histories, Qestined. dWg 

the;i<!!lg winter .nights to make more than . ,on§, .~ 
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of the good and credulous peasants shudder at their 

horrors. 

It is easy to perceive that steam-boat travelling is yet" 

novelty in this country, and that the astonishment and 

cunosity of the people at this spectscle are not yet ex-
• 

hausted. Such was the irresistible interest which it pos-

sessed in their 'eyes, that the better w observe us, a throng 
, , 

of men and even of women' waded out up to their knees 

ill the bhwk and muddy stream, where they remained 

tran.frxed, even after the steamer had resumed its speed. 

Ever since we had cr<1ssed the Rhine, we had never 

ceased wondering how, in all the villages, so many ap-
• 

peared idle, even during harvest time, when the assistance 

of all the inhabitants should seem to be in requisititm. 

13y the operation of what cause is so much leisure left to 

people so abject? Yet the country we were traversil1g 
• 

seems more Ulan any other to demand the labour of man; 

for the inundation which yearly lays waste its fields 'is 

an enemy which must be fought with to be overcome. 

But no J the Hungarian peasant seeks some elevated spot 

on which to erect his hut, and once in a place of secu

rity, he abandons his field to the annual invasion of the 

s!.team: The truth indeed is, that this people have 

'endured a long course of sufferings, and in the matter of 

in"a8i.anB" h .... " experienced ll\any more cruel than those of 
:i- -
~,!\)8IluhM, heniJe. doubtless. they have become indifferent 
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to all such calamities. Everywhere we meet the same indo

lence, the slUIle caxelessness, the slUIle contempt for the 

resources a rich and fertile nature has lavished upon the 

inhabitants of these countries ; energy and the love of 

labour alone, axe not to be found-those two powerfui 
• 

incentives which have urged human industry daringly to 

encroach upon the oceah, and to say to the tempest, as 

in· the, Scripture, "Hitherto shalt thou come, and no 

further." Our course continued still devoid of interest, 

in the midst of the inundated fields, till we reached 

Tolna, where several [fassengers disembru·kcd. Tolna 

is peopled by Germans; sacked and gutted at the time ,. 
of the retreat of the Turks, this little town was suc

ceeded by a smill burgh, built upon its ruins by a paxty oil 

agricultural settlers. The cultivation of the vine and the 

tobllCCo plant, caxried on within a limited range, forms the 

support of this colony. 

The first day's journey of the Frarlfois Premu. 

ended at MohacB. We required all the ,assistance'which 

the current of the Danube could afford UR to reach our 

st&t.ion for the night, our steamer being a new' one, and , 

the fiupply of stelUll being irregulaxly kept up through the" 

inexperienoe of the stokers, the machinery prope1led us' but., 

slowly. The ·crew, moreover, made up of natives of -every 

iD!asi'!!"1' COWltry, yielded. but slow obedienee, to 'the 
•• 

~I~b~ ,/1"1.,, ,had to be.·conve,ea to,~,'8OIIw.c' 
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Bahlil in three or four different languages. With respect to 

the · boat itself, it was evident that its builders had not 

piqued themselves on following the sumptuous and con

venient models presented by other nations, the neglect of 

8.U refinements amounting in these steamers to absolute , 
contempt. A steamer which does not travel at night, yet 

keeping its passengers on ,board, should offer better 

accommodation for rest than can be found in one narrow 

saloon, infe.ted with disgusting insects, and serving in 

tum as dining, sleeping, and dressing room, though equally 

unfitted by its filthiness !'or eitlier purpose. No better 

berth was to be had than a mattress placed upon chairs, 

an unoccupied table, or the wet planks of the deck. 

When this important line of steam communication, ho"'

ever, from Vienna to Constantinople, is "'more generally 

adopted, the conveyance of travellers will become an 

object of greater care and attention on the part of the 

various compauies, by whom they have been hitherto 

neglected, the only object in view being the mere accom

plishment of the journey itself. The administration will 

subsequently have to turn its attention to the crew em

ployed,.as well 88 .to the oomforts travellers have a right 

to;. -expect from them. This is one of the necessary 

~t.iQns for ,the due maintenance of the service. 

Q1i ,l'8acloiJig. Mohacs, just I!" day W88 declining, we 

, .... ~ .Iw "' . clamorous crowd /locking to -the 



94 FROM. VIENNA TO BUKHAREST. 

shore, which they con¥m-ted into a complete slough of 

mud. The plank for landing was scarcely adjusted, when 

a number of miserable, half·clad women, both old and 

young, encumbered the deck. Women at Mohacs 

perform the masculine duties of porters; and the neces

sary supply of cooi for our next. day"s journey WIIS soon 

conveyed on board in a 'hundred wheelbarrows, which they 

trundled along with the most noisy activity. The appear

ance (if these poor wretches, with their somewhat too scunty 

costume, and singedarly determined deportment, was truly 

original and characreristie. ,-TIle men, who remained 

tranquil spectators of the rude labonr assigned to the 

women, wear the same loose, easy costume and peculiar 

hat to which we have already alluded. On the adjac.ent 

shore, in the'midst of a bed of deep hlaek mud, an 

extraordinary medley of lookers-on, haJf men and half 

ducks, aome merchants and some sailors, waited, in the . 
utmost confusion, for onr landing. Fonr spirited horses, 

badly harnessed to a broken-down old carriage, and kept 

. in . check with difficulty by " coachman attired in coarse 

grey liner,-J!llch was the country equipage of more than 

0lle . noble personage who quitted us at Mohacs to IjO 

$hooting over their ;llundated lands. A number of skiffs, 

made out . of the hollow. trunks of trees, and oimost 

.wB.l9~<l· by. the , .weight, of two men" psddled; ,.~<luring 

this clime, ;round-the.· swamer, ' which '~" ·l~.h~ 
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compared to one of those adventurous vessels which, 

io the time of the Argonauts, neared the then unknown 

stiores of the Danube. We entered the city, in spite 

of the increasing darkness, and proceeded some distance. 

We found the streets spacious and regular, but filled 
• 

with damp and stinking manure, alid the houses wretched. 

The public edifices are, for ,the most part, in harmony 

with the rest of the city. Nrore important from its history 

than by its present population and influence, Mohacs 

has twice beheld upon its plains a struggle between the 

Hungarian Monarchy and tile Turkish Invader. In 1626 

Louis II., a young monarch full of promise, lost his life 

m a celebrated and bloody battle, in which the flower 

of the nobility fen valiantly beside him; and frOIn 

that day, Hungary groaned under an oppressive yoke . 
• 

But also when, io 1687, the Turks retreated, and, driven 

back by a seril of defeats, descended the D"lIube as 

far as Belgra;e, Mohacs witnessed a splendid day of 

reprisals. It was on account of this brilliant victory that 

Prioce Eugene was called, in tl,is country, the Terror 

of the Turks. This town, twice celebrated in history, 

i. one of the apanages of the Bishop of Fi.inf Kirchen. 

Situated a little to the west, the delightful suburb, which 

tila 'Hungarians call Peke, points, with pride, to its 

veDerableP&thcdral-the first raised upon the Christian . , 

:r..iili<lf,·1'Hw..r1iv .....d on the foundations of a Roman 
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citadel. The prelate of this diocese is sBid to bave . an 

immense fortune at his disposal. Mohacs reckons four 

thousand inhabitants, whose lot we should not be disposed 

to envy, if we formed an opinion of the country from 

it.<! deplorable aspect at the time of our passing· through , 
it. It WM rather an amusing coincidence, thll.t the only 

monument of art we ' were able to discover was the 

Statne ef Nepomncimc, the · patron of Mohacs, who.e 

intercession is all· powerful against inundations. Never 

had the blessed protector of the town n better opportunity 

to exercise his power than this year, when the insolent 

waters of the Danube overflowed, even to the very foot 

of his image . . This saint is placed in the very middle 

<If the town, not far from the market, and its whitewashed 

pedestal is flanked by cannons, captured from the Turks, 
• 

or rescued from the depth of the river. Night obliged 

us to retreat townrds the Fran{:ois Premie.r; and at night, • 
Mohans was filled with a prodigious number of frogs, 

left by the Danube in the damp street.<!, and ""ich, 

jumping and croaking in all par!.<!, pursue the benighted 

wayfarers into their very houses. 

On the dawn of the 6th July, we were agBin moving 

on · through a flat country, passing on our right ErdoO<j, 

whose only object of ·interest is the ruin of an ancient 

cUtJ", . pointed .out to us as once the domain of the· 

CoutitsofPalffy; Wukovar, a magniftceilt .COnveat erected 
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at the confluenoo of the Wuka, whose terraces, from a 

distan,ce, overhang the banks of the Danube. Here, 

beneath the shade of the lime· tree, peaceful Franciscans 

were wrapt in meditation or repose, and looked down 

upon us, fleeting by, as one of thuse illusions of 
• the world which now and then intenupt the solitude 

of their reverIes. Then nses 

with its dungeon in mins;' and 

-in view Scharnigrad, 

finally lllok, mm'king 

upon the clear blue sky a long line of ramp",t walls, 

now crumbling vestiges of Ottoman conquest. 

Soon, however, we discerned PeterwanleiJl, the Gibraltar 

of the Dannbe, a truly formidable citadel, with rampart 
• 

towering above rampart, and for' which nature hus' done 

her utmost ill seconding the art of defence. This noble 

fortress, whose name is inseparable from that of Eugone 

of Savoy, is in a perfect state of effwiency. We paid 

a visit to it, toiling up its steep and vaulted ,:,cent, 

while our steamer was nnlading merchandize at 

NeUZjts, which lies on the left bank. Neuzats and 

Peterwardein are united by a bridge of boats. which 

was opened to let our sleam·boat through. We 

hl!'i scarcely time to obtain one glance of this 

m.ogllificent fortress, before we beheld, in full trim, 

oqr.,. steamer making for the breach in the bridge. 

We,. W-l'!:e ; .»o"t fifteen or twenty 011 land - Jews 

. ....... "h .... ts. · a nriast, ""d • young Parisian lady, 

VOL.' I. H 
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gomg to Bukharest. On.. sudden, one tmd all, we 

set off running towards the bridge, till we re""hed the 

place through which the steamer was to pass; but the 

fee.rful rapidity of the streom caused the FraltjJoi. 

Premier, generally so calm and steady in its course, 
• 

to rush past like lightning through the gap, and soon 

to be far beyond our re""h. Then arose a hue and 

cry among the passengers,' who might well doubt if 

they were not abandoned upon this strange shore. The 

captain had cried out that we were to take .. boat and 

follow; the boat was forthcoming, it was a slight shell 

of .pine-tree wood, and in order t() get into this perilous 
• 

conveyance, we had to leap a height of eight feet. 

Everybody appeared suddenly seized with fre~, all 

rushing together to precipitate themselves into it; the 

Parisian lady would undoubtedly have fallen into ti:le 

water, had she not, by a lucky chance, come down with 

her whole weight upon the priest. At Je.st, the boat 

bearing this unsteady crowd, all standing up. and 

pressing together, was confided to the CtUTent .of 

the stream, and borne down in many zig-zag direcuons. 

When . ~t approached the steamer, it required the .efforUi 

of' all those who had preserved then: presence of .. mind, 

«1 ... ...,ntl)ll !.ha. rest of these trembling passengers, 

~oLwbom .bad . any skill in swimming, a.n,<l :w~, 
-by ."u .. Ii8fle,rly . ma.kinga.t. the e.ame ti!rlefor JllIh~ 
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by which to get upon deck, very nearly occasioned a 

general upset. We were compelled, by loud words 

and gesticulations, to keep down the most bewildered 

of them. Safely arrived, however, on deck, it was easy 

to read upon more than one countenance a detenni-, 
nation never again to venture on picturesque excursions, 

for which the company m''1ifests so little indulgence. 

But must we not be resigned to . our fate I In 0.11 times, 

enterprises of transport have shown a marked pr~di

lootion to merchant goods, a lifeless but lucrative heap, 

possessing neither the caprices nor the curiosity of the 

traveller. For these alone had we tarried at Ncuzau.; 

and great was our error, to imagine 

intended as a personal attention to the 

this delay was 

passengers. • 

The excitement occasioned by this occurrence had 

scaroely subsided, when a fresh cause of alarm called 

forth our general commiseration. A poor stoker, struck 

with apoplexy, was brought on deck, and slowly restored 

to uimation. After some objections, the doctor, Levcille, 

succeeded in bleeding him, which seemed a necessary 
, . 
course to take in his case. The poor fellow, however, 

'bad· hardly returned to consciousness, when he fell into 
. ~ 

the: most horrible and oonvulsive delirium, his fury being 

sO • .iolent, that even his comrades could not venture 

~, ,~ contrOi' him. This frightful disorder of the brain, 

'Jihi:iii!ri ,to die "f&llulty by the tenD, "delirium tremens," 

H ? 
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is generally attributed to the habitual intemperance of 

its victim, and more especially to the use of powerful 

spirituous liquors. After coutinuing in this state several 

hours, this infw-iated sailor, who~e drOWt:5Y consciousness 

had only been aw~kened during his fit by the gift of 

a rew pieces of money, fell at length into a comp'ete 

lethargy, Rnd was conyeyed to the Hospital of Semlin, 

at which t.own our seconfl day's journoy terminated. 

puring this distressing scene, we had passed by 

Kariowitz, aud had been cruising amidst innumerable 

islands that cheequer the DaI>ube. On our left, we had 

seen the mouth of the Theiss, one of the most con· 

siderable tribuUu';es of t.he Danube, flowing down from 

Upper Hungary, from north to south, almost in a line 

parallel to the Danube, which, from Gran t" Erdod, 

runs also in this direcLion. The Theiss is noted for 

being richer in fish than any other river in Europe; 

owing, perhaps, to the extensive marshy plain which 

forms its right bank, oontributing greatly to the increase 

of the species, who find abnndant means of nourishment 

in the decayed vegetable matter suspended in {he waters~ 

Ollrcourse throngh these ,flat islands and inundated ,. 
banks continued to be very uninteresting" and the ni~ht 

vltiil ' far advanced when we halted before Semlin. 

The"steamer stopped at some distance from the, town, ' 

tb- relicb·" .. hi6h - it is necessary , to ',,' <:rOiS i • mars!> 
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wbicb must prove seriously injurious to the public 

bealth. 

Semlin is a stronghold;tbe cbief military station on tJ,e 

frontier of Siavonia, and the last on the Hungarian tern. 
tories. Beneath its walls, the waters of the Save, flowing 

. . 
into the Danube, swell it t.o such an extent that it becomes 

a huge lake, whose banks art- scarcely discemible in the 

distance. It is this position, so advantage'ous to the 

commerce of Semlin, that gives it flll appearance of bustle 

and activity, which the traveller in Hungary is so little 

accustomed to see. Opposite the town, in the hazy 

distance, appear the towers and ramparts of Belgrade, 

guarding the entrance into Servia. All communication 

between the opposite banks is strictly interdicted, itt 

consequence of the plague, which is a continual seourge 

to the Servians. Upon their desolate shore, a miserable 

,,;llnge was pointed out to us, whose inhabitants had all 

fled the contagion. The dying olone had remained, 

without snccour or consolation; one poor hut had still 

a light burning within, soon, alas! to expire with the 

inmate. This was a Iieart.rending spectacle, and thanks 

to the · speed of the current, ' our unavailing compassion 

waI' soon "diverted. 

'On'. our departure, Belgrade, seen through the mist 

.;tea.rl.y .monririg,"witb its citadel and numerous minarets 

rili\iIg; &B; ~ey seem to do, from the bosom of the waters, 
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o.fforded US a magnificent spectacle. This great city, 

occupying a sloping plain on the banks of the rivtlr, is 

protected on the Servian side by the immense height 

on which the skonghold, with its imposing bulwarks, is 

stationed. It would scarcely he supposed that between 
• 

two towns so near one another as Semlin and Belgrade, 

a difference so striking should be found to exist; yet this . 
difference is so remarkable, that on crossing from one 

to the other, an innumerable space seems to separate 

them, so far behind has Hungarian Semlin, with her 

European aspect, left Turkish Belgrade, in her Eastern 

indolence and careless elllie. Upon beholding this medley 

of red roofs, round-headed walnut-kees, black cypresses, 

IfIld shining minarets, every one feels that in this 

Turkish capital each individual is free to select his 

own place in the sunshine, and turn his habitation, as 

he pleases, towards Mocca or Constantinople. Even 

from the middle of the river, it.is easy to picture the 

damp and tortuous alleys that wind through that labyrinth 

of trees and houses. 

By ,the aid of our telescope, we could .discover, on the 

threshold of. the .. picturesque dwellings, circles of grave 

lookipg smokers, who were little conscious fua! ,they 

' 'II\Ilre the .o.bject,s .of Our scrutiny, and that their balloon

.~ped .t)U'bans,brown .,faees, calm apd easy, attitudes, 

.were .~ rendered from afar, in the extempore,. ~ 
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of :Raffet. In the highest part of the city i. seen the 

hoUee of Prince Milosch, Pasha of Servia; YoussoufPasha, 

chief·of the TurkishforceB occupying Belgrade, has fixed 

his residence beneath the walls of the citadel. 

Not far from Belgrade, we met a boat, in which were . . 
seated, in .~ row, a number of women covered with white 

veils. They were going up th~ stream, and kept close to the 

inundated banks; immediately behind them followed a 

nnmerous escort of riders, armed with hatchets, whose 

horses were up to their middle in water. At the head of 

the boat,and with his tlJe fixed on this precious trust, 

destined no doubt for the Pasha's ·harem, sat " man 

wearing a green turban, IUld apparently invested witll 

the 801e .command over the escort, the women, and !be 

rowers, We gazed earnestly on this characteristic ~cene, 

till it was lost to sight. 

Samendria, whose walls occupy a great extent of space, 

next appeared before us, and on the opposite side; upon 

. ·the level plains of this province, which is no longer 

Hungary proper, but goes by the name of the military 

bOundary, or the Banat, .... e beheld the first stations 

. of that iudefatigable guard that keeps watch night and 

'4y 'Over the mov~enta of the river, ever on the alert 

·W.' &DY :encroachment of. ·ita·formidable current back 
,I , '". . 

'l&ii\)tIii."J.hqri,t .of.lServia, The · wise and beautiful organ-;;' . _i. :'" :: '.' .. •. .' ' 
"~,,,,:o ... militarv. '~lonies of the ' Danube, .!$a 
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olv d, a regards the Banat, th difficulty of ecuring 

th safety of a hore line, by a ystem which at the same 

time con titutes the pro perity of the inhabitants. Military 

di cipline, a applied to m asur for the pu lie health, has 

proved no les salutary in its effects when applied also to 

th gov rnment, the cultivation, and, in fact, !o the whole 

living inter st of this va t country, so long a prey to the 
, 

capric~ , of warfare. The whole territory of the Banat 

divided under regiments and companies, and a 

p r£ t quality in th rights and duties of each 

s gment f thi sort of perp tual camp, secures to th~ 

rvice the stri test 'loegularity. The entire popu-

lation forms bu ne disciplined and well organized 

a my, ho e duty it is, by turns, to cultivate the 

ground, tend the flocks, and guard the frontier. 

Th ord r that att nds the working of th se 

coloni s pr t cted a they are by a paternal gov rnment, 

offers a powerful argument in . favour of the system of 

a ciation. 

y this sys m, posses ion being collectIve and not 

individual, the administration of property belongs to the 

h ad of h family, wh ther that right be obtained by 

natur81 law , or by virtue of election. Already has this 

scheme pro due d the m t prosperous results, securing 

at onc , the ord r, well-being, and perfect tranquillity of 

11e f th most important frontiers; thus proving that 
• 
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institutiom~ which, in certain states, are wisely set aside 

as impracticable theories, may in others meet with a 

favourble development. In short, is not to seize the 

right opportunity, the secret of all good administration ? 

These posts of colonist soldiers are stationed on . . 
the shores of the Banat, at distances sufficiently near 

to keep up an easy communication between them. Their 

barracks are most frequently built of earth; but oc

casionally, the better to resist the · rising of the Danube, 

they are constructed op a more solid foundation, and 

raised upon piles on the' shore. Here. in the most 

profound solitude, live these vigilant guardians of the 

public health - visited only by a few aquatic birds, 

familiarized with their inoffensive bayonets. Immenl!e 

herds of horses, belonging to the colonial cavalry, are 

sometimes seen galloping through tile meadows to quench 
'"" , 

their thirst at the mnning stream . . We observed them 
. > 

about mid-day, when the heat fell vertically upon tho plain 

and river, closely packed together, their heads hanging 

down, motionless, heneath the weight of this burning 

atmosphere. 

It was heneath the scorching rays of a brilliant after

noon sun that we reached the spot where the Danube 

narrows itself, and plunges in one single stream, between 

the high barriers opposed to it-on the north by the 

~e.tbian8,and on the. south by the Balkhan. 



106 FROM VIENNA TO -BUKRAREST. 

Beginning from the village of Ui.Palanka, the western 

undulations of the.e two great chains rise in high IIWISes 

on either shore j our course, in consequence, soon led us 

between ranges of lofty rocks, amidst which the detona· 

tions of the Frartfou Premier awoke the most superb 

echoes. The occasion of all this clatter was a place 

called Basiasch. Basiasch is nothing more than a coal 

depotJor the steamers; and yet, on arriving and departing, 

it is the object of these formidable salutes, repeated as 

many as ten times by the distant echoes; and, what is 

still more strange, this insigui,lcant station returns these 

salutes, shot for shot, as though it were a real and 

veritable citadel. Passing beyond Babakai, a conical 

rook of considerable height, rising in the middle of 

the stream, we entered a narrow gulf.like basin, into 

which the Danube rushes, winding at every step to seek 

its path among the masses of rock through which it has 

forced a passage. On the right bank, the ruins of an 

ancient and imposing fortification 'are still seen to crown 

~e heights. This i8 Columbatch, which once kept watch 

like a vulture over this important passage-Columbatcb, 

which in· the present day sends forth from the hollows 

in its rocks those formidable swarms of flies 80 destructive 

to the herds. Onee fairly in the midst of this sombre 

and myeterious pass, ;here the green waters of the, .• _ 

flow over a rocky bed, the' traveller is hurri,ed .. tbrou'gb 
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a succession of surprises: but so delighted is he to gaze 

once more at a landscape, to find himself again in 

the midst of a broad and richly coloured prospect, that he 

easily forgives the melancholy of the vast swamps of the 

Danube, the filth of its cities , and its disgusting reptiles 
• 

- he forgives even the blundering stoppages of 

the Franfois Premier, which bring him, in the dead 

of "night, in the midst of a country he is desirous 

of seeing. He forgets the Spartan fllIe to which the 

steamer condemns its passengers ; and the more particu

larly as the hour is appr~""hing for deliverance from it. 

In the midst of this grand spectacle of roaring waters 

and vigorous vegetation, we reached tho foot of a small 

house, standing quite isolated on tile left bank. Tltis 

house, scrupulously closed to travellers, and opening its 

doors only to bales of merchandize, is Drenkova. It was 

the goal' which, for the last tilfee days, we had been 

striving to reach-tile terminating point of our tedious 

water" journey. Like Basiasch, Drenkova is a mere 

empty name; and if the traveller bas reckoned on finding 

a town, a. hnmlet, or even the most trumpery iUD, he is 

awfully undeceived. You are at Drenkova-that's all: 

you are set ashor&--and theres an end of it. Behold 

the fresh green turf, those tufts of flowering shrubs, those 

gaunt, solemnmonntains - hearken to tbe wild echo 

which· yOUl' steps awaken-this is Drenkov.! 
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Nevertheless, these uninhabited shores, on account 

of their very solitude, are full of charm and tranquillity . 
• 

On all sides the vegetation is extremely rich, and in 

the summer the temperature is very mild; for directly 

the sun advances towards the horizon, the surrounding 
• 

mountains cast their vast cool shadows over the Danube. 

A few shepherds only people this wilderness, whose dress, 

peculiar to this portion of th" Banat, i8 almost entirely 

borrowed from the sheep over which they watch; and 

whose skins, turned in or out, according to the season, 

serve them as covering for both head and body. 

We had all disembarked together, in order to enjoy 

a stroll, and the pleasure of again treading on solid 

ground. Our naturalists wer~ in a few minutes dis. 

persed in every direction; while Raffet, ensconced by 

the wayside, began to sketch every one that passed. 

The models who appeared so opportunely were women, 

wearing on their heads a kind of turban of twisted 

stuff; a large chemise, open in front, scarcely concealed 

their busts; and the rest of their attire was composed 

of two .prons, or something of the kind, over a very 

close-fitting petticoat. There were also military colonists 

in the plainest kind of uniform, with tattered cloaks, 

worn-out caps, and the rest to match; and troopers 

belonging to the corps engaged in watching thisli!,e 

of shore, whose caps were of black sheepskin,. -.ani! 
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their trappings thickly studded with brass and lIon 

nails. These personages were no less obliging thnn 

picturesque, and afforded our artists every facility f01' 

accomplishing his object, the slight recompense they 

received for a few moments of immobility appearing to 

transport them with delight and "stoci.hmenl. 

However beautiful a pl"'lc may be, it is pleasant, 

nevertheless, at rughtiall, ta meet with some other shelter 

than the vault of heaven; on this occasion we found 

our boat far preferable to the hospilnble, but comforUcss 

lodging offered us at Drcnhova. 

The 8t.h of July, the fourth day of our water journey, 

commenced undcr the most agreeable auspices. At day. 

break a large boat, laden with our carriages Ilnd baggage, 

started in advance of us for Alt·Orsova. .From Drcnkova 

to tIils town, the navigation of the Danube is rendered 

impracticable for large craft, by the shelves of rock, 

and the tortuous and rapid currents, rus~g with the 

violence of catar""ts, which obstruct and break up its 

course. The traveller is conveyed from that point in 

light boats, which, being constructed with flat bottoms, 

are able to glide over the obstacles which so unfor· 

tunately impede this admirable channel of communication. 

-Accordingly, we embarked in a boat manned by eight 

oars, with , a little cabin in the stern, whose Bag, 

fi9ating frolll the t,op of a light mast, bore inscribed 
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upon it the name of Tonde. Scarcely had we pushed 

off from the shore, when we. felt the difference in 

rapidity, and especially in smoothness, of this ' portion 

of the stream. As we neared the village of rslsz, which 

stands on the Banat shore, we found the Danube 

eavered with bubbling foom. A shelf of rocks, extending 

from the Hungarian side, advances so far beneath the 

waters, that the b09.19 are obliged to steer for the 

Servian shore, where they are carried · along by a current 

of extreme violence and rapidity. After an interval 

spent amidst the rushing .."d whirling of waters, the 

navigation becomes smooth again for a few moments, 

at the end of which a fresh succession of rnpids, covered 

with white foam , is met with , which eontinues until 

the mountains gradually sink to a lower level, and 

allow an easier passage to the accumulated mass of 

waters. 

From time to time, a few villages appeared in view 

on the Servian side, and on the opposite bank. Among 

these Milano,a, dating only five years back, has replaced 

the wretched hamlet of Bimiksa, and stands on the 

Seman side, in' honour, it . is said, of the son of the 

Pasha Milosch. On our left we passed Tricouli, an 

ancient fortress, consisting of three towers. Two ·towers 

of similar construction stand upon a height, while the 

third is snrrounded on all sides by the waters .of the 


