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Danube, &nd communicates by a bridge with the rock 

on which its twin sisters are built. This ancient place 

of strength is now turned into a quarantine station. 

The Danube soon narrows its channel once more, and 

runs through another defile, where its whirling current 

dashes against the gigantic obstacles' which obstruct its 

course. Here we were set ashore, IUld the most majestic 

scenes we had yet beheld since we commenced our journey 

through these regions arrested our attention on every 

side. A wall of rocks rising to n height of more than 

eight hundred feet, overhjl.ngs the streBm from either 

bank. Some yards above the level of the Danube, cut 

out in the lower portion of these immense rocks, a mag· 

nificent road is seen winding-a recent undertalcing, still 

pursued with vigour, and worthy those grand vestiges 
. 

of ancient Rome, relics of which are still extant on the 

Servian shores of the Danube. A spacious grotto opens 

out from the Banat side, and beneath its vaulted roof, 

taking advantage of the natural cavities, a rustic hostelry 

has been constructed. Mter resting awhile beneath 

the shade afforded by this cool retreat, we proceeded 

a.\ong the road to the spot where a steep path leads up 

to the entrance of the grotto of Veterani, celebrated for 

the stin-ing legends which attach to it of exiles, robbers, 

anll deadly conilicts . 

. During .th.e war sustained by Hungary against the 

Turks in 1788 the grotto of Veterani is said to have , , 
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been occupied as an entrenchment by a garrison of infantry 

and a piece of cannon, hoisted with considerable labour 

to its mouth, cummanded from this impregnable position 

the course of the river to a wide range. 

Our boat awaited us at the lower end of the road, and 

we again began to Grift rapidly down the stream, keeping 

near the Servian shore. We were enabled to observe, 

that on this side the rocks were regularly shaped out at 

their base, to make space for the windings of a road 

which follows without interruption the sinuosities of the 

Danube; this road is the "(ork of the Romans, who, 

during the war with the Daci.ns, long occupied the .. 

countries previous to leaving them in the possession of 

$eir colonies. Shortly after, on the same shore, a 

large inscription appeared through the interstices of a 
• 

mass of brushwood; our boatman detained us a moment 

to contemplate this noble memorial of the victorious 

passage of ,!o great people. On the face of an immense 

vertical rock, a richly sculptured frame-work, ornamented 

with spread eagles, surrounds this long inscription. Not-
,~' 

withstanding the ravages of time, and the blackened 

traces left by the fires which, during so m!lIlY ages, t~ 
" shepherds hav~ k;indled at the foot of this 'historipa.l~ , , '" , ',' 

~, the, two ,first lines may .yet be deciphered"t.h6; 

~u1t pf the~S8 of divination being as follo,ws"',.... ' 
- . '''' " .... " • "., .' , ' • y ' ,},~, ~<;:, 

UlP") C,4t9. ' D,. , NEIIV~. ,PILIUS NEIW"T~~l)J!,; . ' 

Q-EBJ(. PONT. VAX. 
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When we had contemplated; from a prudent diSlAAce, 

not to alarm the coast-guard, this imposing memento, 

which one is so astonished to find in the midst of such 

a desert, and in a region probably not a whit more 

civilised than when Tmjan directed pis legions thithe~, 
we resumed our course towards Alt~Orsoya, thc rulCient 

fortress .of the Banat, and .shortly after we were installed 

in the only solitary and humble inn which this li ttle town 

possesses. Of all tjJe pllSsengers of the FTOn~ois Premier 

not belonging to our party, we h.d only retained the 

young French lady who~'us proceeding to Bukhnrest, 

and met with so singular an escape at Peterwardcin, 

and' an old Armenian merchant of agreclthle intereourse 

and courteous manners. The latter, who from a lodg 

acquainlAAce with tlus route had hccome an expe

rienced pilot in respect of the Danube, spoke of nothing 

but his apprehensions as to the formidable pass we 

had to encounter on the morrow. He had .laid such 

stress on the rashness of braving, at a time whcn the waters 

were so high, those terrible banks of rock, in tl,e bed 

of the Danube, called by the Turks Demir Gapy (thc 

Iron Gate), that we had allowed ourselves to be per

suaded to accompany our Armenian by the llmd route 

to the Skilia .tation, where the steam-boat, navigating 

the lower' Dimube, awaited our arrival. This arrange

tnfintj n.oleirier, · 'suited our taste for exploring, and 

VOL. I. 
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indulging our curiosity, and would allow of our Vlsiting 

Mehtulia, a place renowned for its mineral waters, the 

beauty of its scenery, and the remains of Roman wealth 

and luxury which are still to be found mingled with 

modern structures. Th~ Romans were •. cquainted with 
• 

the medical properties of these waters, and they were 

consecrated, according to their mythology, so full of 

poetical imagM, t" Hercules; Venus, and H ygeia. An 

untoward circumstance presented lip obstacle to our 

intentions, and obliged us to renounce this interesting 

excurSIOn. 'The land route to Skela was at that time 

partly inundated, and we were accordingly under the 

necessity of braving the dangerous cataracts aforesaid, 

aud trusting our fate to the boat which WIUl to earry us 

through these shoals to the Wallachian shore. 

It was left for us to determine how we should employ 

the half day which remained at our disposal; each fol. 

lowed h~ own fancy. OrsovR, however, is soon ex-
• 

hausted; three streets at right angles with the Danube, 

and two parallel with it, constitute the whole town, which 

is as yet but thinly inhabited. 'The custom-house people 

took possession of a.\l our baggage, and while they were 

leisurely employed in making an inventory of it, we· paid 

a visit to tlle lazaretto, at a short distance from ()rso~ . 

,It, .lleli, divi,ded into three longitudinal OOl1lportmeljjB, 

serves as apub,lic .. waiting-room, and the oIIiciaI~ O!lO!Il'y 
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the intennediate space. A number of Servians, of 

miserable appearance, were confined 'in the space assigned 

to suspected persons, and held out to the visitors, over 

the partitions, some trifling wares of no very attractive 

appearance. Among these articles, 'l'hich were pretended 

to be of Eastern manufacture, we recognised some 

bearing the address of the Rue St. Denis, in Paris. 

In the midst of these 'puny Mussulmans, we were not 

long in distinguishing a little man, with a cunning and some· 

what impudent expression of face. Europeon garments, 

not a little the worse for "lear, and that hideous cap worn by 

Turks in the discharge of any public service, composed 

his entire costume; he was smoking his pipe with a 

dignified air, when suddenly perceiVing us, he .ddres~ed 

us in Italian. A colloquy ensued, in which the semi. 

Turk displayed a certain degree of caustic humour, some 

wit, but mote especially a rare amount of assurance. 'The 

functionary who thus honoured us with his conversation 

was no less a personage, according to his own account, 

than the private medical attendant of the Pasha 

Milosch. 

On an ialand 10 the neighbourhood of Orso •• , 

between two stately branches of th\) Danube, and facing 

Servia, whieh is under his government, Prince Milosch 

has ""established- his residence; rather, it would seem, on 

,/.,oeOllnt .. hhe remarkable character of the situation than 

I II 



110 FHOM VIENNA "}'U DU1'HARES'I'. 

of its fortifications, which are half fallen into ruins. TIus 

P""ha is spoken or as a man of elevated mind and 

profound erudition. He is said, ruso, to carry his severity, 

at times, almost t" emelty. Hi" childhood, like that 

of Sixtus the. Fift.h I was spent. amidst the mde toil of 

1\ hp,rd. That one who hilS risen from so humble a 

degree to n position so exalted should he inflated with 

some pride nf'pd excite nn wonder. 

The learned doctor who WR8 lmfore us asserted himself 

to be the favourite us well as the medicnl adviser of his 

master. An lllyrian hy birth, then " renegnde and 

something of nn outlaw, a snrgeon, an apothecary, (\ 

('.ourtier, and for the rest, in his c(Jutempt of dress, a 

]lltilosopher-this curious POTRollll.ge had token fI, master's 

degree in impudent roguery. With what inexhaustjble 

eloquence did he extol the wealth and power of his pro

tertor ! A few artillerymen in ragged uniform; part of the 

Pasha's· army, bore witness, however, that his princely 

bounty did not extend to the appointments of his soldiery. 

Orsova. which is so near TurkeYI cannot consider itself, 

in spite of the sanitary precautions employed in its qua

rantine, as completely secure; and this, probably, is the 

reason that the pre~nt.ive measures taken against the 

introduction of the plague amount .there to Rsystem of 

persecution. Woe betide the traveller who, . enticed by 

the beauties of the journey from Constantinople to Vienna 
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by tile Danube, shOuld undertake to .scend the stream. 

After experieneing interminable delays in the passage to 

Orsova, he would tbere have finally to expiate his futul 

imprudence in the quarantine, where I:l. fortnight's impri

sonment would indefinitely lengthen the duration of hi, 
• 

Jounley. This little town is, however, extremely chao 

raeteristic. The pj cture~que disonlcr of the military 

(:olollies , the (~arelcss de'portrnent of the women, the 

roguishness of the children, rendered more striking 1.1)' 

tb.e la.rge loose dresses of the country-such were the 

traits of local mo.nners 1fe were clHtbled to sei;.:e, us it 

were, by stealth. 

'Ve left Orsovtl. in u. ditiel'ent Lout, larger ,mu mora 

solidly built than the Ih~t, aIld we soon drifLed d<llvn 

to New Orsova, or Ad" Galeh (Fortiiled Islmi,I), as it 

is called by the Turks. This vl,,"e of strength, the 

favourite residenee of the Pasha, stands on a flut island, 

pleasantly situated, and covered with verdure and plants of 

various kinds, mingled with buildings and fortifications in 

the most lamentable condition. No regular plan is observ

able in the construction of this fortress ; find it iH evident, 

that the system upon which it is built, the ]"Csult of 

the ignorant precautions of a. suecession of Pashas, is 

-conformable to no rules of art. On the Servian shore, 

.II large . foitified tower, flanked by casemates and level 

~~tori .. , forms a connection with the defences of Ada-
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Galeh, and ensures to Servia the possession of the entire, 

branch of the Danube which washes the right ~ide ' "of 

the island. When we had, at last, left behind us both 

these fortresses, we dashed into the foaming tumult of 

waters, where the Danube whirls madly round in eddies 
• 

about the rocky peaks which bristle up from its shallow 

bed. This really dangerous part of the journey lasts· 

for not less t,han twenty minutes; the roaring of the 

angry waters, the wild beauty of the neighbouring hills, 

and the vast prospect which opens out in front, rendering 

this rapid transit extremely Impressive. The angry 

stream soon resumes: however, it~ majestic A.Spect, and 

spreads out serenely, and as though reposing from its 

trodble and agitation, between the distant sl'ores of 

Wallachia and Servia. From this point we could perceive ' 

on U,e naked strand on the Wallachian side a few sorry

looking huts. This assemblage of hovels is culled Skela

and immediately oPI,osite, on the Turkish shore, stands 

Cladova. Here our perilous navigation terminated. 

Henceforward the Danube flows peaceably on, presenting ' 

neither danger nor obstacle. The large steamer, the 

Argo, which we beheld moored alongside the barren shore, 

waaoniy awaiting our arrival to dart forth upon the 

broad sheet of water Stretching out before us, and which" 

.from that point, is subject to the dominion of Turkey 

'The first aspect <if the Wallachian territory, 'npon ,whi\ih 
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we now set foot, was not of a character to entice us. A 

desolate and naked tract, studded with a few huts built 

of mud and brushwood, is the prospect which presents 

itself to the traveller awaiting the departure of the steom

boat from Skela. We employed our time to some profit, 
• 

however, by a visit to Tchernecz, a little town situated 

at about a league's distsnce inland; and it is just to , 
confess how much we were struck from the first by its 

thoroughly oriental character. Tehernecz conBiBts of little 

more than a long winding street lined with shops and 

stalls, whieh render it still narrower. All these shops 

are dirty, and the wares spread out in them for sale are 

frequently of a disgusting nature. It was Sunday, and 

the entire population was idle. The men were smokiug 

their pipes before their doors, and the women, 'part, 

though not entirely secluded from the men, were seated 

carelessly on the ground, with one leg bent under them 

and the other raised so as to touch the chin with the 

knee, carrying on lazy and listJess conversation. This 

attitude, though strange, is graceful, and there is a loose 

negligence about it which is quite in harmony with the 

languid physiognomy of most of the young women. The 

costumes worn by the people bear a strong resemblance 

to the eastern form of dress; and, in other respects, . 

the aspect . qf all these grave, immovable races, with long, 

h!!I(~., eyes, inakes one feel that there, on .the 
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opposite shore, stands Turkey; fwd that she has left 

upon Tchernecz an impress of' her manners which it will 

take time to effa~e. We were spectators of a Wallachian 

dance, replete with character and originality. si'x men, 

spread out in a line with thei.r arms interlaced, performed 

a marching movement from right to left and from left 

to right alternately, varying the step according to the 

taste or t~ent of the dancer,. and heavily marlring time 

to a tune. played hy two screeching fiddles.' The two 

. cOIWhooi, that is to say those who lead the dancers to 

the nght or to th e leit, grasp, with the disengaged hand, 

a taU stan', on which th ey lean; amI it is their peculiar 

function to embellish, with a variety of graces ftIld 

HQurishes, this dance, the general character of which is 

masculine and severe. A young vY ullachian serjeant 

discharged this office with marked success. Holding up 

his head with a proud air, he swayed the whole chain . 

of dancers along with his lusty !U1Il, and ever and anon 

cast a .atisfled glance at his legs, which he agitated 

with an agility and precision always faithful to the mea' 

sure. The musicians were two Bohemians of that 

numerous and erratic race known in Wallachia by the 

name of Tsigans. Olle of these men presented so ad. 

mirable a type of beauty that it was not without a feeling 

of, pity that we ,saw the seljeant, who showed himself 

so skil.!'ul in the dance, inflict repeated blows ; with , his 
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staff on his noble and ill wresting faee, too heautiful to 

belong to a degraded soul, but which, nevertheless, 

expressed no other sentiment than that of brutish 

submission. 

On our return from Tehenlec.;-;, in the aftenlOon, we 
• 

found our vessel, the Argo, exposed to a storm of 

prQjectiles of a novel ch~'acter. The inhabitants of 

SkeIa were showering on bur deck, with emulous per

severance, a volley of land tortoises; a species ·of bom

bardment which seemed to fill the hesiegers lind the 

besieged of both sexes witho equal delight. Our iutention 

was not to descend the stream as far as Gulo.tz, the 

lower station of the Danube steamers. 'Ne were to 

leave the Argo at the foot of an ancient fortress on 

the 'Vallachian shore, called GiOUlj8vo, whence it was 

our intention to proceed to Bukharest. The steamer 

we were now conveyed by would have travelled much 

faster than that which brought us from Pesth, had she 

not had to take an immense barge in tow, laden with 

coal, for one of the depots ou the route. Throughout ~he 

whole day, which was overciouded and rainy, and during 

which the wind blew with extreme violence, the weight 

of this enormous mass retarded our progress, and more 

than once threawned the safety of one or both vessels. 

At· .me time, the whole forepart of the coal barge was 

ea.rrieoi. &way; and to repair this disaster entailed a 
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considerable loss of time. To complete our distress, 

the captain, who was an Italian, could with difficulty 

make himself understood by a Hungarian and Wa.llachian 

crew. Again, we must repeat it, for the interest of the 

Danube Steam Navigation Company,-the prosperity of 
• 

this useful association will never be ensured, until it 

has reviewed with severe scrutiny its organisation, hitherto 

extremely deficient, and provided for the rapid transit and 

complete security of the traveller, as · well as for the 

comfort which every class of society has a right to claim 

at the hands of a public undertaking. 

We soon came abreast of Widdiu, which was still 

healthy, though perhaps only for a few days, the plague 

being at the very gates of this great city. Driven along 

by a violent current, we were just enabled to obtain a 

glimpse' of some fortifications, apparently in good con

dition, above which rises the harem of Seid Pasha, ' 

studded with innumerable windows closed with blinds, 

and surrounded by balconies of irregular construction. 

Seid Pasha possesses no less than .. hundred wives, ,. 
carelessly waiting, as we were told, till the ravages 01 

the plague should thin their number, and make a few 

vacancies in their lord's favour. Widdin abounds in 

edifices which may almost be considered elegant, .. is 

thickly planted with shrubs, and bristles .· with those 

)ollli" ~nderminarets, ·which cannot be. compue.tr to 
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anything better than wax candles topped with silver 

extinguishers. A< few troops in good order, a small 

naval arsenal, and .. number of war ships drawn out 

along the river-side, attest the zeal of .. vigilant and 

active chief, worthy to govern a place of this importance, 
. ' 

numbering not less than thirty thousand inhabitants. 

A frightful and ~esolate space, devoid of all vegetation, 

separates Widdin from Lon--Palanka, the principal city 

of Bulgaria. Furllber on is Ort,ava, then .. prey to the 

destructive ravages of the plague. 

As soon as we were delivered from our dangerous and 

tr.oublesome task of towing, the captain of the Argo, 

wishing to make up for lost time, determined not to 

allow any. stoppage doring the night, and trusting to the. 

experienced steerage of an excellent Hungarian pilot, he 

made us continue our course in the midst of a multitude 

of islands, through which the Danube makes itself a 

thousand passages, spreading out to such a breadth as at 

times to resemble an inland sea. Szystow and RouBchouk 

are the last Bulgarian towns perceived on the right bank, 

the scene, at a remote period, of desolating wars, and 

now wasted by another plague, for we are now in the 

land of plagues. Shortly after, the Argo, steering 

towarps the left bank, across the whole broad extent of 

thelJoiIlIlhe, o·and coasl.in!l its . low lIat islands, from which 

the apprO&<h .of the . vessel startled into /light myriads 



124 }'ItOM VIENNA TO DUKHARJo.:S'l'. 

of pelicans, cormorants, and storks, landed us a.t last 

in the principality of Wallachia, beneath the dismantled 

wnIls of Giomjevo. 

An u.brnpt shore, 011 which our baggage and carriages 

were hoisted with infinite labour, and the assistance of 

a great number of horses, received our caravan, somewhat 

wearied wit.h the last monotonous part of our journey. 

It was not till we had fulfilled ft series of long and tedious 

formalities, that we were ennbled to ",btain post horses 

to take us to Bukhan,st. After three hours spent in 

jounlCYs hackwu-rds and furwards, and urgent solici.tations, 

we succeeded in o\Jtaining the disposal of u.ll the post 

1Ior:::;e8 llossessed by GioUlj 6vo, wllerc they are kept in 

,t.ln enclosure, and entirely without shelter. Twenty-four 

of these were collected, of which only tw,o cOl'riages availed 

themselves. These horses are small and slight, and 

without breeding. They bear a great resemblance to what ' 

in France RrC vulgarly called porteurs tle censes, but they 

nre remarkably spirited, full of energy, and By like the 

wind. The mode of harnessing them is extremely 

simple-two slender ropes serve . as traees, and are united 

aeross the chest by a ' leather strap; another rope of 

smaller size is twisted round ·.the head, in the fashion of 

a halter; no bit is nsed, ansi the feet are unsbod, so 

that the animal is tllUS entirely at liberty. If these 

horses become f.tigued in tlle interval from on~ .~t.age 
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to another, the postillions dismount, and begin to rub 

their eyes, and pull their ears, believing that this refreshes 

them. Twelve of these coursers were harnessed, two by 
two, to each of our · carriages. Animated by the long, 

shrill cry of the postillion, R species of half-naked savages, 
• 

they suddenly started off, carrying us across plains, inter-

sected by ravines, brooks, and bottomless bogs, and 

brought us by evening to n.!kharest. Some of my com

panions had remained behind, waiting for the retum of 

the post-horses. They t.ook advantage of the interval, to 

mRke observations on all the curious diversions practised 

on the occMion of th" festival of St. Peter, which fell 
• 

on the cloy of our arrival at Giomjevo. 1 shall leave to 

them the task of describing these noisy revels. 



CHAPTER I I. .. 

BUKHAREST.-WALL CHIA. 

THE vast plain tretching ut 

between Giourj vo and Bukha

rest is inter ected, at interval , 

by ravines of considerable depth, 

which become in the rainy season 

so many dangerous quagmire. 

With our heavy carriages, we 

more than once ran the- risk of remaining stuck in 

these miry bogs, the road through which merely consists 

of branche of trees thrown across. An evil day would 
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it be for the equipage whose hor es left it sunk in .this 

black, soft mud; it would be long ere anyone could 

COme to its assistance. On these wretched roads, how-

ver, traveller are as rare as the villages themselves, if 

it may be allowed so to call a miserable assemblage qf 

huts, " built of clay, and covering a sort of kennel, in 

which an entire family is foun}1 burrowing. 

On the occasion of our ,journey, however, th se 

mi rable "ha1nlets were enliven d by sounds of mirth; 

the celebration of the festi.val had awakened all the 

fiddles of the T igans; th (' ourish-sw t liquor, which 

th Wallachian easant i accustomed to can wine, had 

ehe red up tlt heart of all th s robust villagers and 

Bark maiden for th dance; and given fresh vigour 

to the na al voice. of the old women, to chaunt out 

their traditional songs, which perhaps Dacian or Roman 

ars had heard in the days of Decebalus and Trajan. 

Th tw nty leagues we had to travel were performed 

quickly nougb. So long a one is on the mooth surfac 

of th meadow land, the travelling is as rapid as it is 

easy. The" 1 an and fami hed horses, holding by nothing 

but old rop s, whirl the traveller along with extreme 

swiftne s. The pO!!tillions, perched on their high £loden 

saddles, sling round their should 1'8 the rope 'Which serveS 

as a bridle, and, howling and gesticmaung ~e madmen, 

urg to an unceasing gallop thi hera of half. 'td horses 
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harnessed to a Hingle carriage. From time to time the 

b"'otesque equi]Jage plunges through tlie t;,ll grass of 

~hc meadows; and the hurses, profiting by thn oecasion , 

seize a few Uried-up hlades, und devour them: as they run. . . , 

On reaching the end of a stage, the ~n ' is ~ suon freed . ' " ' 

from its harness, whi L:h, u.s 'Ye thentioned.:· consists of 
" 

two b'nces and It girth, into wlIieh the unimal passes IllS 
, 

hend of his own Recol'll, .and withJmws it: in tllO same 

111111111er. \Vhcn this is dOllo, the drivers, to ox press their 

sa.tisfaction, flnd by way of refreshing their steeds, ll.":i tlwy 

say, violently tug the eaI;~ lllal th e furelocks of Clwh 

II01'se, and then leave thempll.nt.ing, t.o repair their vigoul' 

upon the seUl'ed grass of tho pluin. 

Or/Our fUTi,val at I}ukharest, the eY~ning was alrenJ)" 
. . ... .. 

fax advancod., amI 'fe' . eX{lerieo.ccd all , tJ IO' annoynlll'C of 

hnvjng to seck ~dgltlgs. in ail i~ll1 en~e eity', through. 

dark ,uld tortuous' streets, .accoinranied by guides to. 
, ~ ~ .. . 

whom it was impossible to Jilake; ours~lves understood. 

The club of the '~obles, ' estab)ished ilf :tl~e' . the'atre, bad 
o t . • . 

been pointed 'OlJt to us as the on]y'plaee where, we could · 
, ~ ... 0" . 

find a lodging, .bUt'wil wer_elnc ... ]yb~J1g refus~:d 1111 "ecorn-
• , • 't. . • 

modation ~~the)ios~; IUid it "as pnly by dint of the. . .. .. . 
most urgent e~tr.aties, al1ll after waiting out the per, 

.~ If • • 

fOllllBnce, that we were enabled to take possession 'of 
two rooms, so dose to the theatre, that we had only 

to.· ope~. ~ . door too find ourselves upon the stage. It 

YOL.1. 
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would, however, he ungracioue to complain of this side

scene hospitality, lIB, notwithstsnding the strange cha

racter of our apartments, we soon received visits in them 

from the most distinf\:,ished person.ges. 

Scarcely were w~ installed, when an officer, dispatched 

hy His Highness the Prince Regent, csme to place 

himself at our disposal. At the ssme instant, a per

manent guard' was set over our equipages, standing out 

ill' the middle of a large court-yard, to protect them 

from the rapacity of Ute Tsigans. These wandering 

boggars, ever on the track'" of strangers, '-had olrea(ly 

found means, in the wnfusion of our arrival: to appro

l,riate a few articles of no great value. 

We shouldad\~se the weary traveller who comes into 

Bukharest to let his first visit be to the capital Turkish 

baths, of wl,ieh we were now about to test the quality; · 

These establishments, which are situated in the quarter 

of the rown watered .by the Dombovitza, unite all the 

salutary effects of vapour and shsmpooing, ·wlth every 

refinement . by which the Eastern people have learnt to 

administer ' to the· physical wants of existence. ' H .c ~" 
,prophet was wise enough to exalt " maxim of . health· 

to .. the ,.sanctity. of . a · .religiousduty, the true ilelievl!l'1ll. 

4;> ·:titeir. side,<.h"ve been . sensual enough , t"j,;~.::J 
- ' ~ , 

one"ilf' titose -}lleasures such .as they love " theiBi; ...a.~ 
, , ' :.' , "";'N'-~ 

whielt't,hey'abando/t their' whole being .}Vitb~.:Si!eh , ,,." 
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delight. There is nothing call compare with the 

gentle languor that creeps over the wearied limbs, when 

after leaving that warm atmosphere of vapour, and under~ 

going a course of vigorous shamp.ooing and aromatic 

frictions, you fmd yourself stretched out upon a soft 
• 

coach, wrapped in sheets of the most delicatc and )~elding 

texture, while the pipo breathes forth its aromatic per-, 
fumes around you, and :from time to time iced water, 

tinted with preserved roses, imparts its frngl1ut cool. 

ness to your lips; and yet this perfect beatitude of ill 

the senses may be purchasM ill Bllkhllrest at the most 

moderate price. It is to be hoped that the usages of 

Vienna aud Pnris, which uaily tend to spreuu themselves 

more and more in this c<l,pital, will not interfere with the· 

only two things which do honour to the Turks, and which 

nlone, in F;astem civilizatioll, nre to be envied by Europe, 

namely, the bath, and the coffee-house. 

The rew visits we paid and rectived during tho first 

day. already began to give us a general notion of Buk-
• 

harest and its inhabitants. We were treated with such 

marked politeness, that from the first. hour the whole of 

our time was engaged during our stsy, and would have 

been so, had our sojourn extended even beyond the tima 

W6. w.ere enabled to devote to their pressing hospitality. 

·Th." reigning prince had been gracions enough to 

appoint ,an ,hour for our reception in the evening; III 

K 2 
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the meanwhile, like thorough foreigners, we proceeded 

to pass in review the fashionable world of this capital, 

which was taking the air at its acpustomeu place, and in 

its ordinary every~d:tY equipages; for in this city every 

onc keeps hIS ~nvn carriage. This much frequented 

promcnade is littlc worthy the popularity it enjoys, for it 

is nothing more than n great dusty street, full of ruts. 

When you have reached tbe ' "':tremity of the street and 

of the city, you are not the less exposed to a good 

shaking on an ill-kept road, where an nvenue of trees 

of threc years' growth give bopeR of a cool shade for 

the Wllllaehians of the next contury, but leave the pro

meuaders of the present day a prey to the slant rays of 

' the sun. A flat, marshy country is the sole prospect . 
which greets the eye Mound this walk. Nevertheless, 

the string of carriages along the road is long and close, 

Rnd here, every evening, are punctually to be found 

the elite of this motley people, wl:ich is daily changing 

jts manners no lesB than its costume. In the same -coach . 
in wbicb you sce women doing their best to imitate, in 

their dress and manners, the elegance and coquetry of Ille 

Viennese , you may also observe the black coat which 

represents young Wallachia facing the noble and yenetable 

countenanoe of some white-bearded Boyard with ·. the 

monllIllenW dome-shaped cap imported by the Greeks 

of ,Phanar, On the box of these carriages,. Sits grave!y 
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Hot one time a coachman in the Russian costume, muffled 

up in his long kaftan; at anotller, n Turk with a large 

turban, or an Arnout with floating white skirts. This 

rapid procession, in short, whirling through the dust,

the plumes, the turbans nud veils, pa.~sing and crossing 

each other about you, fGnn quite an extraordinary spec

tacle, which, by its novelty, fixes the atteution. 

Meanwhile, we had betaken· ourselves to the paInce 

of the Hospodar. Severlil officers were waiting the prince\; 

retun} from the drive, and we found among them It Fl'eneh

mau, Viscount Grummont 1:oll\1igny, of whose extrC'lllC 

politeness we had already had proofs. The apartment 

into which we were ushered posscsseJ no other ornil.ment 

than It portrait of the RussifLn gOBel'lll, Kissclefl', n. 

popular portrait, if ever there wero one, as that uf a good 

and brave man , whose revered features are to be met.. 

with on the most humble, as well as the proudest w • .II, 

in the country. In a short time, the Hospodar WilR 

announced , and the gmeious A.nd cordial reception witll 

which we were favoured, gave us an opportunity of judging 

of this prince's various QCI}lIil'cments. A flowing o.lHl 

intelligent eonvers~tion on all the different topics then 

occupying · the attention of society in the western world, 

ptovedto us that in this capital, only to be reached 

through deserts, the most refined thought, and the 

$wJI!'d .'~h,· of the times, find sound nnd ration"l 
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interpreters. Could we venture to sketch, in It 

few touches, the character and personal appearance of 

the Hospod .. r of Wallachia; we should say, that Prince 

Ghika, who reigns under the nome of Alexander the 

Second, with the, manners fIIld address of It nobleman, 

possesses a mild and grave countenance, which at once 

inspires confidence. 

fluent, and 'betokens 

His conversation is precise, yet 

a highly cultivated mind. The 

prince, who appenrs to have arrived at the middle .ge, 

has remained single: he sets an example of Bocial 

virtues, no less than of zdl lor the public good. The 

reigning Princes of Wallachi .. have .. dopted the civilian 

dress of Europe, Ilnd the uniform of the Russian EmM 

'pire. They make use habitually of the French language, 

winch they speak with remarlmble fluency. 

It. was not till subsequently that we had the honour 

of being presented to the two brothers of the Hospodar. 

Prince Michael Ghika, the eldest of the fomily, is invested 

with the office of Minister of the Interior, under the 

title of Grand Vornik, and he has been raised to the 

dignity of Bano, which is the first rank in the state 

after the Hospodar. Prince Constantine Glrika, the 

youngest of the three brothers, is at the head of militari 
affairs, and, as . Grand Spathar, commands the Iittiearmy 

of Wallachia. 

Aocording to Turkish usage, we were. <lifered . pipes 
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Md coffee, and we did not take leave of the prince till 

a lengthened interview had given us more tban one 

opportunity of remarking how solid and various was 

the information, how elevated the views of this sovereign, 

ruling over a country whose iIlStitutio~s arc as yet to be 

established. 

On our retuJ'll from the palace, we found those of 

our travelling companions' whom we had left on the 

Danube. They had just o.lTived, worn out with fatigue, awl 

we lost no time in pointing out to them the lodgings which, 

with the greatest difficulty, (ve had discovered in a neigh

bOUl'ing quo.rter. I give their own account of what had 

detained them, and what they hud seen at Giomjevo 

after we had taken our departure, clearing the post-hauot 

of all its horses. 

"'Vhen," said they, II we saw ourselves obligeu to 

remain at Giourjevo, having neither horses nor carriages 

to take tis to Bukharest, our first step was to seeuro 

at the post-houso a sufficiency of the national carriages 

to convey our persons Md the lumbering apparatus which 

was left in our charge. Nothing can be more &imple 

or more novel than the Wallachian carriages, called in 

the country caroussi. They consist of • kind of small 

trough made of wooden bars, placed upon four wheels, 

more or less circular, and two wooden 

~> . or' 11 .. smgle particle of ironwork. 

axles, without a 

This receptacle, 
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abundantly supplied with hay, too ofWn m a stau. of 

fermentation, call accommodate one tra.veller-seldom two. 

The sufferer, crouching down upon his haunches, with 

nothing to lean upon or support him, cleaves the air, 

clutching the sid~s of this brntal equipag. ·as a raw 

horseman clings to the malle of a runaway horse. These 

carriages can only be compared to the u.leb'Ues of Russia, 

to which, how1lver, they nre far··inferior. This mode of 

transport, which combines all the inconveniences a tra. 

- veller endeavours to avoid, is, nevertheless, the only one 

fit for use to be had ill WalThchia. We were to start at 

midnight, when the returned post horses would have 

sufficiently rested. We had, therefore, time enough 

1:0 inspect the town, and enjoy the spectacle of the 

rejoicings, the noise of which filled the air. 

"Giourjevo W!lS a Turkish fortress, until the treaty of 1829 

transferred it to WaIla"hi". At that epoch the generous in

u.rvention of Russ;" raised from tlleir degraded condition 

the principalities which had been ernshed by extortioDau. 

. levies. Barbarism re-crossed the Danube; but, ere leaving 

Giourjevo, the Mussulman rusmantled its ramparts, and 

eonsequently this town is a mixture of ruins and new 

bnilrungs. The symmemcal plan of the modern eon· 

structions carries.its right lines without deviation ·through 

the irregular mass of the old eastern buililings_ 'I'hiB . 

iB. why .nnfinished streets, and plots of groundioocUmjleied · 
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with old building materials, will long continue to disfigure 

the regular design of the modem Giourjevo. The quarter 

of the town contiguous to the Danube is of recent con· 

struetion. Several pretty houses, and a church dedicated 

to St. Pete., consecrated that very day" gave it altogether 

a European aspect. Further 011, is found 0. circular space, 

in the centre of which stands a tower. This place re-

presents Giourjevo. Mere all the shops and cafes 

are collected with their groups of smokers, seated in It 

circle befere the door: here, too, we fmd two or thr(':c 

hotels, with fallacious sig'll boards, ill which the only 

supper a traveller can get is a sorbet, ,md tJlC only bed 

a billiard table. This piece of furniture, which IS 

as ill fitted for one use us the other, 18 common ib 

Wallachia. 

"Meanwhile the town w .... deserted, the whole popu-. 
lation having betaken themselves to an immense plain 

with neither verdure nor shade. Here whole families 

and villages of Wallaehians arrived in troops, with 

numerous bands of Bohemians. The almost innumerable 

crowd of traders, dancers, musicians, and curious spec· 

tstors attracted by the festival, which was to last several 

days, continued thns to swell unee .... ingly. On reaching 

the ground where the festival is held, the teams are 

.unh:a.rn.eBsed,:a biv~uac is forrued, and a movable city, 

in wlliCh ..n tJ", . various races to be found in W allachia 
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arc mingled together, continues incessantly extending its 

dimensions. The Wa.llachians encamped beneath large 

awnings of white cloth, flanked by their lumbering cars, 

near which the buffaloes or oxen by which they arc 

drawn were seen ruminating; while the tribe<\.of Tsigans 
• 

were recognisable by the sombre hue of their tents, 

striped with black. 

" On all sides Drose volumes .of smoke from the fires, 

over which was being prepared the simple food of these 

people, who appeared so eager for the pleasures of the 

festival; while beneath all tile tents, men and women 

were dressing to make a figure in the dance. The stout 

daughters of Wallachia were distinguishable by their 

"'Ivet caps, glittering with long chaplets of sequins or 

paras, the sum total of their dowries. Sometimes, the cap 

which was the most heavily laden with ducats, and the 

best calculated to attr;"'t suitors, oppressed with its 

weight a repulsive or sickly-looking head; whlle more 

than one gentle and refined conntenance, on the other 

hJ'Ild, was only adorned by a scanty garland of· paras. 

This is an epitome of the history of .dowries in all the 

civilised nations of the world. The young Tsigan girls 

are remarkable for a peculiar kind of beauty, whleh ·still 

exhibits the -characteristics of the rMe from whleh theSe 

wandering tribes ·are asserted by some authors .to ' Mve 

descended; .the supple and Jitl,e figures, and 'delicate 
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hands and feet of the women on the borders of the 

Ganges, reappear among them. 

" It would be difficult to convey OJ. idea of the bustle 

and noise going on OlUong tho lively crowd assembled 

at this fair. An apparently endles~ plain, over which 

hung a thick cloud of dust, was covered throughout its 

extent with tents, booths, c~s, and c"t~e. In the midst 

of this confused assembly,' with no police -regulations, yet. 

without disorder, the traders set up their stalls, at which 

woven fabrics, cloths, skins, ancI provisions in abundance 

!'lay be bought. Should there occur any unoccupied 

space in the midst of this moving crowd, it is immediately 

tsken possession of by the dancers, who form themselves 

into a large ring, and commence turning, now to the 

right, now to the left, in a slow, marked measure, 

which ever and anon becomes more animated. In this 

dance the men and women hold each other by the hOJid, 

the Tsigan minstrels stsnding in tho middle, and appa

rently tsking .: great deal of trouble, and exerting 

themselves violently, to 'exdcute their unending tunes. 

When the dancer has become tired of this diversion, 

he may leave it as soon as he ·chooses; and any by-stsnder 

deSiroUB of tsking part in the dance may introdnce 

himself among the party without ceremony; accord

ingly, .this/ interminable ball is kept up through a great 

·portion of .the night, the Wallachians sppeDling p86sion-



]40 nUKHAREST .-WALLACHIA. 

ately fond of it. Whatever may be their enthusiasm, 

however, for this kind of exercise, they praetise it with 

a dignity and deceney of deportment truly remarkable. 

Even the Tsigan girls join in it with a modest and 

reserved demeanour, It was not unfrequent to see fifty 

or sixty dancers, dressed in a variety of picturesque 

eostumes, linked ¥>gether in one circle; and an infinity 

of these circles" were to be found tJlronghout the extent 

of the plain, turning baekwards and forwards round the 

screeching orchestras of the Bohemians. We took much 

11I:#e in contemplating these simple diversions, whip.l} 

seem impressed with something of an antique severity. 

After wandering a considerable time among the crowd, 

w~ became accustomed, at last, to this atmosphere of 

din, confused cries, and sounds of bells and musical 

instruments; ·but tJ,e arrangements for our departure 

summoned us away, and we returned to the steam·boat 

agent, who is also the apothecary of the place. We were 
• but too fortunate in confiding ourselves to his courtesy; 

• 
and as we were enabled to communicate with him by 

means of the Italian langnage, this good.natured per. 

sonage began by prophesying that we should not leave 

Bukharest on that day: he knew well, he ·said,thE> 

apathy and ill·will of the captain of the post towarda .. 

strangers. Meanwhile, as we weretJueat&n&d · .nth 

getting 000 dinner, for want of convenient q1l/lJ1;e1:e; I~, 
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protector conducted us to the puryeyor of the Quarantine, 

where we made a frugal repast, somewhat in the Turkish 

fashion; after which the honest apothecary, who had 

had our luggage safely stowed away, oflered us thc .ame 

hospitality, of which a few bundles of hay furnished forth 
• 

the whole preparation. 

" The power of obtaining post horses is only b'J'anteu 

in Wallachia, as is the .prllCtiee in Hussilt, to the bearer 

of a permit previously obtained from the superior autho. 

rities ill the town; and it is necessary to put down the 

l!rice of the whole jourul!y from one town to an~r) 

before this document, called a podorojnaia, and which 

has to be presented to the captain of the port at each 

intermed.iate stage, can be obtained. This being done, the 

traveller has nothing more to disburse than the gratuity 

with which he rewards the postillions. To obtain this 

passport on such a day was no easy matter, for the festival 

engrossed everything and everybody. The commandant 

of the place was entirely absorbed in the solemn duties of 

his offiee; and his deputies, by way of contrast with the 

rejoicings of the day, displayed a degree of ill-humour 

which rendered them unapproachable. Another incon

venienee was, that the Wallachian civilisation, in replacing 

Turkish m8llners, had not yet driven out of the erst 

Mahomed8llpty an 8Ilnoying and sometime. dangerous 

be4!.uest·; . &t nightfall, bands Qf wandering "Iiogs take 
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possession of every quarter in Giomjevo, and render it 

difficult to pass through them, espeeinlly for strangers. 

In spite of every obstacle, however, we were thoroughly 

in order when, at midnight, the 11ost-master in person 

ruTived, with his numerous car(jussi, to the door of the 
• 

apothecary. 

"Our baggage was already laden, when we found our· 

selves obliged to give "1' going,. thanks to the obstinacy 

of the post. master, who refused to take any baggage. 

It was not till th e next day, as had been predicted to us, 

that:1' we' were enabled to sta.tt, whieh we did, placing 

ourselves pell-mell with our luggage into two groat 

peosant cars, and tnking with us no other provisions 

than two loaves of black bread. 

" When we had passed the glltes of the city, we found 

ourselves in a meadow, or ruther R. large marsh, in which 

great herds of oxen, horses, buffaloes, and sheep were 

grazing; we scarcely knew whither we were faken; all 

that we could tell with certainty was, that we were 

proceeding to the northward, but no other sign or 

indication was there by which we could identify the road 

leading to the capital. The roads across these wilds are 

as unoertain as the caprice of man. The space is broad, 

ruts abound in every direction, and the peasant elects, 
> 

according to his · fancy, between the turf and the · bare · 

earth. OIIr first halt was near a well , in the depths of 



nUKHAREST.-WALLACH[A. 143 

~ small valley. In W"llachia, wells arc common, and 

invariably constructed in the same manner; tho trunk 

of a tree, hollowed out, lines the interior, Hud prevents 

the outward walls from falling in; the ,,>'l'eat number 

and large dimensions of these natural cylinders, COll-
o 

verted to this purpose, afford ,to idea of the magnificonce 

of the vegetation in the mountains whence they are 

brought. The water is brought up by means of a lever, 

and the bucket employed is a block of oill<, scooped out. 

"By degrees, after leaving Giourji:vo , the country 

hecomes less barren, and' a few tufts of young trees 

begin to cover the soil. For so many years the unfor

tunate Wall.chian peasants, hunted like wild beasts, had 

seen their harvests pilla~ed, and their fields devllStnte,l 

by the Turks, that it is ellS)' to imagine how much they 

dreaded the neighboUl'hood of their oppressors. They 

had, therefore, left a desert of six leagues between the 

Danube aIId their first farms, as a space abandoned to 

the inroads of the depredators-an accursed region, 

overrun every year by savage bands issuing from 

Giowjevo, to ruin every now settlement, and drive tlle 

panic-stricken husbandmen towards the mountains. 

"We had to cross t";o or three muddy rivers, and 

"t each of these passages we blessed the post-master for 

. his".ce.priciQut\ refusal, for if we had tAAen those low and 

,.(rail ;,eqUipages, our baggage must infallibly Rave beell 
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swamped, and ourselves perhaps upset In these dan

gerous fords. More than once we met with large holes 

inw which the horses sunk, dragging after them our 

ma.SSIve carts. In these diffinlllt ('.onjuTlctures, the cries 

of our conducwrs became positive howlings. Some-
• 

times the horses, for a moment, stood still, powerless, 

and the postillion voiceless; then l after incredible efforts, 

the heavy machine, dragged ou4 at last from the abyss, 

issued heavily out of the river, leaving behind a long 

trace of blackish water and liquid mud. 

" Aftllr having passed U,r6ugh several poor hamlets, 

whose wretched huts denoted the most abject misery, 

we came to a town where we ugaiu beheld with pleasure 

well constructed houses. A fine monastery, the entrance 

to which is surmounted by n tower, faces a tavern of un

usual dimensions. The walls of both these edifices have 

been decorated by an itinerant Raphael, who has repre

sented a most extraordin1lJ'Y variety of subjects, ·lI.nd in such 

numbers as certainly 10 show a prodigious fecundity. 'This 

daring artist has atteDlpted 10 reproduce, on these whitened 

walls, the whole scale of creation; he has first pourtr .. yed 

the principal species of the animal kingdom, not omittillg. 

even the kangaroo of Australia, who eertainly conld. not 

have eltpected this honour; then coming 10 the h~ 

s~cies, 10 the genus 1wmo, he has delighted in represeptihg 
.t:' 

the mast.er-pieoe of creation in his most :'lI~ 
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attitudes, Hero, worD flnfl gentlemen ILll!l lauties; sup'~l'b 

· pa8ha..~, with blnck-pointed beard!.;; imposing hoynrds, 

with their gigantic kalpuks ; thell Wallachi"" goldiers in 

full costume, and tho whole Cl'o\vlloci with ' foliage, sur

rounded with glll'lnnds, ul1(1 bordered 'vil,h fimt.nst.ie trees, 

A 1m'ge seC-SAW, whieh tlm~atcnc(l to IJuri eadl of' 

l.he players into the mr\ as , 111 t.heir tum, tJley 

balanced themselves on· its summit, WItS' oreeLoll nrlticr 

the waUs of the convcnt. The "\Vnll::w}lill1lf. i\rc said to 

have a remarkahle prcuilcction for 1.1lis kiJl(I (If cxcn:isc. 

In the grc~t saloon of the taveru, which is nlso ' ~ov,)rt) cl 
with brilliant frescoes by the 110,,0 'of ti, e Walbcllinn 

Rembrandt, fI. gipsy WfiS nceompnnying on Uw vlolili it 
. . 

youth wlto was singiug fl slow, solemll nil', in n VOICe a. .. 

t.rue· as it 'Jas clear. Judging from the t\Xprcssion of t,he 

mURie, und the emotion of his numerous f1.udicncc, tJlis 

cbaunt, "(hich consisteu of two simple antI touching 
. ' ~ ~ 

movements, must have been one of those nlcl i1,l1cllOly 

ballads in which all primitive people h.ve told tlleir 

traditions, and related their - victories or tllCir misfor

tunes. ,The Wallachians, those ,Iescendants of Home 

so long despised, must IHtvc preserved Sf)ll1e of UIOSC 

:~elodies, which. are the consolation of bondage, the last 

eAAoes of. a happier destiny, Sneh, at least, were our 

.impressions · On hesring this · simple air, sung by the 

.j'OOy' 'Of';""" lad; 
."";' ., I 
. ..;v~ • . 
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" On quitting this town, the name of which is Derestie, 
we crossed a bridge of boats, and night soon overtook 

us; we ,lid not reach the gates of Bukharest till late 

in the evening. for our horses, jaded by a journey of 

twenty leagues, sl •• kened their pace, and our conductors, 

now quite hoarse, had given up their noisy driving. 

Conducted, at first, into a khan, or caravanserai, of the 

most repulsive 'aspect, it was o;,IJ by the aid of the Jews, 

a serviceable people, if ever there were one, that we were 

enabled to diseover traces of the expedition which 

had arrived on the previous' day. At last, after much 

trouble, and Il,anks ,to the tilOughtfulncss of our fore

runners, as well as the attention of a captain who had 
• been sent by the Hospodar, we found ourselves at 

midnight estsblished in the house of an It.!;lian, where 

each could enjoy tile delights of a bed consisting of 

planks laid across tresBels." 

The 131l, of July found us all together in the capital 

of Wallachia, where our only difficulty was to chooBe 

among the many ways of spending every moment- of 

our tim. usefully and agreea~ly. The fIrs~ care in 

Bukharest is to secure an equipage: the great extent 
, 

of the town renders this precaution necessary; and what 

renders it still more imperious, fashion requirea it; for 

no person of any rank in society can be seen on foot. 

in the streets. This custom, and that of ihtl. cl#; 
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which is worn on all occasions, as a proteetiOll ngninst. 

t.he dust, rtre- anything but convenient to a stranger, 

anxious to see and o~serV'e everything. We soon fiet 

out, each on our own way, throngh this large city, 

whose populous streets are 1ined with numerous shollS, 

in whieh activity is the substitute for wealth. Ono entire 

quarter 

shops. 

is occup-jed by fur )varehouses and tailors' work-. . 
The streets, of imequnl width, arc iT.regularly 

built and ill paved, many not having pnvemcnt at 

all. The houses, for the most pltrt, arc little better 
• 

than bnms of rotten timber, nmong which nrc seen 

edifices of the most pretentious style of arclJit<)eturc. 

Unfortunately, tlJe materials used for building in thi~ 
. . 

country arc of too fragile n nature to resi~t the climate; 

and the finest houses in Bukharest arc, in conseqnence, 

wofuUy dilapidated in their exterior, notwithstanding their 

luxurious display of flowery ornaments. What strikes 

one most in this town, is the variety of costumes and 

countennp.ces - n fresh type occurring every moment, 

amidst this large population. The people here go about 

the town in a much more brisk and busy way than 

would be expected in the lower orders, who have retain",l 

their oriental character. The artisans, porters and work

ingmen of Bukha~st do not seem to be afraid of work; 

bUt that ",hi"h gives peculiar animation to this place, is 

the jm~lse number of Jews who inhabit it: active, 

L 2 
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insinuating, and never discouraged, they disseminate life 

and movement about them; for they spare neither trouble 

nor fatigue, in the hope of obtaining the smallest recom

pense. Thus, the moment you perceive the broad. 

brimmed hat, and"blaek rusty gown of a Jew, you may 

rc~kon upon commanding, if you plense, the services of 

a clever, intelligent, indefatigable servant, ready to submit 
, ' 

to (;Y~l"yUung-colltempt or Rnger. You may, without 

fear, fisk nnytlling of this mnn: he will answer you in 

German, in Italian-perhaps, in as many as four Inn- . 

gUllgcs; and for n few piastres-putting aside all other 

business-his industry, his ingelluity, his silcnoe, his 

vatience, his eloquence, his virtues, his vices, his soul 

and his body-all nrc' yours, And if for a momentary 

service, on some slight occas:ion, you have once employed 

I\n Israelite, do not imagine it rUl easy thing j.o get rid 

of him: he is henceforth YOw's, 9r rather, you are his: 

he will never leave you; he will fOllow you at twenty 

paces distance in - the street, and at the distance of 

twenty paces will divine what you want. He will take 

his seat on the threshold of the house you have just 

entered, and on coming out, you will meet his wily, 
respectful glance, soliciting some command. He sleeps 

on your staircase-under your carriage; becomes;. th'e 

servant of yonr own people; greets yonr dog iii ' the 
streets; and is never absent for an instant: though ''yi>tl 
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may have repelled him with roughness twenty tlmes, ho 

still persists and perseveres in his attentions. After 

thlls rebuffing him, you may find yourself some day, at 

some particular moment, for some passing whim, in want 

of a Jew. Scarcely have you formed the wish, than he 
• 

appears, as though starting up from the earth, bending 

with his accustomed humility, in that peculiar attitude of 

tho Jews, which is ll~ithet crect nor bowcd down, with 

submissive air and attentive cars. This moment is the 

triumph of the Jew: lie has purchased it at. the cost 

of forty-eight hours of intess>!nt watching, fatigue and 

humiliation. Scarcely have you spoken, when your 

wishes ure obeyed-obeyed with punctuality, acuteness, 

and respect; and when, after all tllis trouble and self

denial, the poor bearded and tattered sprite fingers his 

cherished recompense-that coin which he has Jogged, 

which he has invoked, whose humble varlet he has been 

for two days-you see, by his grateful expressiou, that 

he commends you to the gracious protection of Abraham 

and 18Mc, and that he is ready to undergo the same 

trouble and fatigue for a 8imilar reward. 

A number of interesting visits which we all paid 

together took up the whole of this day. We saw the 

Museum of Bukharest, which is specially devoted to natural 

biJ!tory, and , takes up a space daily growing in extent, 

as. the" e.ollcciions, which have not long been commenced, 
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;ncrease in impomnee. Tho public library is established' 

in the S8Jlle building, and is composed of abont · seven 

thousand volumes. This scanty nucleus awaits further 

additions, by which the departments of science and history, 

the lotter especially" will require to be better represented. 

O'! taking leave of these interesting establishments, 

already so prosperous, whEm it is considered how recent 

has been the tegenoration of'th. prinr-ip.lity, I felt great 

pleasure in presenting the mineralogical collection with 

a specimen of our Siberian platina, which, I trust, will 
remain as a memento of tlie kind reception we met 

with on the oecasion of OUT visit. 'V c were conducted 

thence to the college. The appearance of the spacious 

alid commodious buildings, and of the young students 

dressed in 11 pretty uniform, at once gave a favourable. 

impression of this institution. 

In a state of such limited extent as Wallachia, 'public 

charges, benceforward to be conferred on the most capable, 

will become the object of a competition, which must have 

.. good· effect on the education of youth. 

The wise intentions of Prince Alexander Ghika will 

tend to endow the country with a nursery of enlightened 

you:ng men, destined 'to vie with the youth of other 

European countries. If we reflect from what a :state ' 

these unfortunate 'Turkish provinces have emerged-wliii.t, 

they have done, and what they are yet destined to achieve, ' 
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it i. impossible to withhold our IUlknowledgments from 

the man who has laid the noble seeds of civilisatior, in 

these principslities-General Kisseleff-one of those crea

tive geniuses so rarely met with, whose far-sighted 

benevolence is able to penetrate into the future. Nor , 
can we avoid also IUlknowledging, that the plans of the 

General have been bequeathed to worthy Buccessors, and 

that the rising generation 'bf Wall.chin arpears well pre

pared to put them into practice. 

On this head let me be allowcd to remark how painful 

it has been to us to see in'dvellers, after being receiveu, as 

was the case with us, with that warmth of hospitality 

and devotion to the pleasure and comfort of thc forcign 

visitor, writing, on their return, aecounts so harsh 'in 

their criticism, and so forgetful of the mill! and polished 

manners of their hosts. These travellers who, like us , 

visited every part of Bukharest, appear far too eagor to 

note the sores, as yet imperfectly healed, which thc 

present condition of society has inherited from the ancient 

order, of things. If, in the frecdom of convcrsations 

.too soon allowed to become confidential, our pre

.deoessol'S w.ere · able to discover the existence of these 

e~s, what good purpose is attained by disclosing thom 

iD.}l:lIl'ope, .;who will not call the principalities to ""cuunt 

f~j,their, Iis~s, attitude dnring the long period of mor.l 

J9l'po1, . whlAA .they . have . happily shaken off, bllt fur t.he 
, . ' -,,' .'- -~ 
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manner lJ} which they have employed the years since 

their restoration to that bet.ter state, whoso rc-invigorating 

effects they have already experienced? Now, in this 

point of \'i~w, it is petfcet1y true to state, that no Enropean 

community hfts beep. morc active in working out its way 

wwards the right goal, through nil . the obstacles with 

which its path has been encumbered. In proof of this, 

examples might be cited or 'more than one important 

reform adopted om! inC0I1)orated into their habits of life . 

. After nIl, our somewhat criticl,ll mU'rators, WIlD have paid 

for the hospit1l1ity of lJukhlU·d, . in the coin of tileir wif.ty 

sarcasms, will not deny, so well urc tllCY acquuilltcu with. 

hist..ory, that there urc llations whose moral and political 

rdgencratiou date 01l1y fifty ycn.rs luu::.k, aHd who arc 

scaredy Letter endowed with priIwiplcs. 

Having cOlfle to tho CllJ of tilis digression, let us rctlll'u 

LO ow' yisil..s, Dr, J\layer, n German physician, an int..e11i 

gent persoll, and a man of the wol'ld, showod us over 

the military hospital which is under his direction. This 

establishment, contained in a building not originullx COll

structed for a hospital, leaves much to be desired ... 

regards situation and salubrity. The supply of air. in 

tJ\e wl\l"ds was deficient. The number of sick was oon~ . 

sidemble, febrile ilffectiotis being common in the oountry, 

and raging .at . particular seasons of the year; .. &)thoug1to" ". -, 

con.siderablymitigated by the sanitary~u1atiol)~tqw:bieljj 
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the' 'SOldiery are subjected. Tho large hospital of 

Po.nteleimon, situated in one of the approaches to the 

city, appeared to us much better adapted to its purposes. 

This establishment, instituted by a number of philan. 

thropic subscribers, presents a suite ,of spacious apart.. 

ments, in which ligbt and air, tho life and hopo of the 

sick man, find freo n<lmission. The only objection to , 
be made is, that the loxge 'space occupied ty the Mmini. 

,'strative staff is lost to the patients, 'and takes up a 

room which might be employed for the relief of a few 

more, unfortunate people"" Tho bedsteads used at Pan· 

, t.elcjmon oxe of iron, while those of tilC military hospital 

oxe of wood. While visiting the latter place, we beheld 

the frightful ravages of a horrible di~ease, not to be mc~

(jon ed, originating, for the most part, in" the unbridled 

.vices of capital cities. On our return from these excur

sions, we mot the reigning prince, who stopped his 

'carriage, and invited the entire party to come on tile 

following ev~ning to his residence, situated, at tilat 

season of tho yeox, some distance from the city, 

'The morning of the 15th of July was devoted to 

,.;siting .the qeneral , Assembly, the llame given to tiw 

chamber ofc' representatives of Wallachia. Prince Michael 
, 

Ghi\< .. ·,ana Prince ClUltacuzene were kind enough to be 

~: ina:o~ii.k.'S" , The hRl! in which the deliberations 
., .\.; :' J : ] :: 

~~Ia/is ; ;; building connected with the metropolitan 
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chW'ch, standing a hill which c mma~ds the city of 

Bukhar t and forms a most picturesque site. This 

church, lil e all the 0 h rs in the capital, is sUlToundcd by 

spacious cloi t rs, the entrance to which i by two olid 

gateways, urmounted' by towers, an 11ITangem nt which· 

formerly enahl d them to carry on 11 protracted 'de£ nce. 

Th metropolitan church is not" an important ~onument; 

it is surmounwd by thr e b l£.ieR the dpmcs of which, a 

w II a the roofing of the church, are 'in metal; and the 

wh Ie group of building is covered with a coat of dazzling 

whitewash. In the front o· +,he edifice, which i at 

one of its narrow t nd, tands a peristyle, the interior 

of whi h is adorn with a profusion of paintings of 

th rno t vaned d. scripti n. The nave of the church 

i nll.trow, and thi kly 0 ered with gilding 'and hnage ; , 
th scr en which shuts off the sanctuary 'is ' decked with 

th rich st 'rnaments. The light struggles into the 

vaulted interi r through narrow elongated windows. 

In building formin~ part of the cloisters stands 

th Hall of A sembly; access to which is through 

a mall nte-r om. Within tHis hall, remarkable for it 

simpliClty, like that in which the Diet of Hungary 

as emble, ore h the deliberations of the Boyards; 

it is 1 ng and narrow, and at one end tands, sur

moun d by a ·C8JlOpy, an arm-chair, occupied by tho 

M: tr poIitan, who' th con titutional pre ident of th 
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Assembly" The forty.three members composing the As· 

sembly were almost all present; among 'them might be 

seen one or two ,014 Boyards,l'etainlng ' the ampl~ 'and 

majestic costume worn by them ,under the ' Turkish rule; 

they still keep to their beards and voluminous kalp.k~, . . ' -
The military chiefs take part in the deliberations,dresso," 

in their uniforms, and 'weri.ring their, swords.. The meni-
. , 

bers speuk from the pl.ae~s where ,tlleY 'are. seated' in 

front of a table eoyorcd with green doth; n1ld Uw 

ministers an!. not separated 'from the. l~est of the As

.sembly. The order of ~ ... n·e .day was It debate ' 011 t.1w 

sul~ject of certain moilifieu.tions in , the organic law, or 

wlIstitutioH of the COUl~try, having regard Illore ,pn.r. 

ticul~:ly to or~nUJlccs cnacted during tIle , iI~tcl'v!ll 

Letween the .sessiollS ·of the L"b"sl.tive A\semp!y" M, 

Stitbey, the Minister' of Justice, sustoined al;nost ruone, 

yet witMnt 'appilXJlllt fatigne, the , whole weight of the 

debate. However.~ Wfll1ll the arguments' might . grow 

duting thi!>' Parlilix.neutary <1iscu.sion', noue of the orators , ' , 

were observeq. ,w ~'t~p "the. fo,:,,;s . o~ ~ polite . eonver. 

sation, That'portio;' of,. t41>' ~all .;Vhl~h i;' ,,~,ppropriated 
to the pnblic cOntiuued tmtf~ spectators; tbese generally 

.~ .' .\ ~ 

remain , ifuulpm&" but as soon as we en~red, severul 
~,. . ' ,.. ,".,', . 

Boy .... ds w'lle courte<>W\ enongh to have se~ts j,ltu:ed 
~ 4.' _."" "-

for us, It 1. only~' withiu ' a shorl, time that 'the deliLe· 
. . ' . ",\\ ~"I.' :J .. _ . ... ' . -' 

rations 01 tho' Assemblv jmve been made puLlic; aud 
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even up to the present day, tbe public journals have 

not yet obtain~d permission to report tbe debates .• On 

quitting the hall, we were accompanied by one of the 

members, Colonel Philipesko, who belongs to one of 

the most ancient ,families in the eowlt!J'. This officer, 

who receiycq an excellent educa.tion in France, com

mands the 1st . Regiment of Wallachian troops, and 

presents to bis native city the remarkable example of 

solid acquirements allied with perfect elegance and b'fuce 

of manners. It wns in compuJly. with this good-natured 

guide that we visited the va~9!s }lortions of ihe edifice. 

and its admirable site. From this height, llukhorest is 

. seen to stretch out towards a d-istnnt horizon; in fact, 

ttis city, interspersed as it is with a nwnber of gardens, 

covers an immcllsc area; und, with its many-coloured 

roofs, lofty towers rising from more than sixty churches, 

IUld verdant tufts mingling wit.h the mass of buildings, 

Ilresents a most pieturesqne appearance. In the evening 

we obeyed the invitation of the Hospodar, and had tiIC 

houour of being recei vcd at his residence of Scouflil, 

which is situated a few versts from Bukh .. rest, on th6 

banks of tlie Dombovitz... The house is smoll, and of 

the humblest de.cription; but the gardens, which stretch 

out into;). small vale, through which the. river flows, 

render this summer . residence far preferable .evep. .to 

the libuse occupied by· the .prince in the city. Bu~est 
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no longer .possesses nny rnben for the \V nllachlan princes. 

In 1812, that which then existed, nnd ,~11ich was "cry 

vast, was burnt down. The HospOilar now l'csidl~s 

large un~ splendid mansion, his OWll property. 

-. m u. 

The 

interview we hnd with him passed Vll', like tho first, 

in th~ most jnter~sting conversatioll , in which the corred 

and practical judgment, o~J un('hanging be1levolence of 

the prince, appeared in ~th'c most favournMe light. As 

on the first occilsion, nlso, t.he Hospodal' wm,: sUJ'~'oUJ lded 

by his family, the prin cesses, his sisun·s.ill~law, Ilnd a 

large number of offieers. . The elegant uniforlll (If tl lC 

latter only served os n foil to the simple ilttire of the 

prince, wIlo wore It black dress coat, find. n Wl1iStWUL 

with lnrge !appel. folded back. This fashion is said th 

be pecuhnr t.o himself; rmd, indeed, we saw it adopted 

by no other person. At night c\'ery one proceeded to 

the city, which wns soon ren{;hed,. /tilll the JittJc court 

visited tho theatre) of which, had we chosen, we mjght 

have done the honours; for t.he theatre was, itS it wert', 

~he !J.nte.chamber of our apartment. A few scones of 

Bemiramide, and a very lively ~ermtln l)omcdy. were 

the performances of the evening. 

The next day the ganisoll of Hukhu:rest was reviewed 

by Prince Constantine Ghika. TIle IllflUreUVrcs, executed 

-by these (rChlPS with ' great precision, are .11 upon the 

Russi';'" model_ We were invited by the Spathar to be 
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present at this review, Rnd were stationed by his side, 

when an unfortunate occurrence interrupted the pro: 

ceMings for a while, and caused much anxiety among 

the spectators. ·The prince, who had remained too near 

the fire of the troops, was struck in the face by a car

tridge. The wound which it occasio~ed-a slight one, 

Heaven be thanked I-and a burn which might become 

serious, were ' immediately dressed by OUf companion, 

Dr .. Leveille; whereupon the Spathor mounted his horse, 
• 

and proceeded with the review. 

A dinner, to whieh the Ho~pod.r graciously invited 

us, brought us in company with the elite of society at 

Bukharest; the ",union. took place beneath the nne 

trees at Scoufl'a, in a broad space inaccessible to the rays 

of the sun. During the repast, which was preceded by 

the schale, a slight collation taken also in Russ;" 

previous to sitting down to dinner, two bands of music, 

concealed behind the foliage, played alternately the 

national airs of WalJechia, and the singular melodies 

of tbe Tsigans. The orchestra of the Tsigans, composed , 

as it is, of discordan~instruments, nevertheless produces 

eKeels which could .never be · obtained by means of tIle 

i'!ign!ar anT! coniect harmonies to which European eIII'II 

11ft) «ooustomed.; as regards the measure, it is"1ine<jiIal; .. 
bopping, halting, lind·cl!.refiks out iutounexpebte3 Manges' 

A&r .• dWler. Wolladiitlndances were; execfite,\li: 8iit~1V~ . . . 
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were so charmed with the severe precision IUld perfect 

""umble of the dancers, that the prinee was kind enough 

to prolong these diversions in our favour, and to procure 

us copies of the airs, so full of originality and simple 

grace, which we here insert, and whieh accompany this , 
Roman dance, H~Ta Roumaniaska, 8S it is called by the 

people of Wallachia. While the dancers were performing 

wonders, the Bohemians C/lntinued with unflagging spirit 

their interminable melodies. Two IDlUldolines, two 

violins, pan pipes, and a sort of muffied bass, constituted 

the whole instromental resohrees of these skilful exceu-
• 

tants, whose fine brown faces, animated with their musical 

ardour, produced s charming picture. When we had 

long enjoyed these rustic ,¥versions, we betook ourselveJ 

to the vast and splendid drawing-rooms of M. Philipesko, 

wh"{jl an elegant ball had assembled all the elite of the 

dancing folk of Bukharest. I know of no city in Europe 

in which it is possible to find more agreeable society, DC 

in which there is a better tone, united with the most 

charming gaiety. This delightful ball was kept up till 

far in the night, and it was a pl .... ant sight to see the 

master of the house, the Ags Philipesko, in his ample 

Boyard dress, his fine head fringed with s"tong, silky

.white .. !leard, surrounded by a swarm of young and pretty 

women, "l:w~e galllle~and ribbons, long tresses, and 

r.ha"",i\l!t JI/;\1!,s, were so well matched ·with the gentIe 
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phYSIOgnomy of the stately old man. It was a fillthtUl 

emblem of the situation of their country, which has 

unhesitatingly adopted the pleasures and unrestricted 

manners of ti1fl western world. In 'vain would the 

austere boyardB oppose this invasion of modem fashions 

and frivolities ; thc prescnt generation must have their 

spacious drawing-rooms, in which the waltz and the 

mnzourka may freely develop their whirling mazes; they 

must have costumes which will not fetter the graceful 

movements of the IDazourka, nor embarrass the drUiccr 

in threading the labyrinth of't1:c French quadrille. . Ann 
is it not in rca!')on that this youthful rn.<;c , called 

upon to tako shru'c in the dvilisntion which is invading 

the cast, should adopt whatever seems to Lcfit it, from all 
• 

the elegancies Ilnd refinemellts, no less than the gloomy 

political ideM now settling upon their country? · .Soon 

enough will come the cores of public life-the anxieties of 

business, of industry, and speculation I Wallac~a has 

been long enough enchained, to be allowed a short time 

for breath, erc it enter upon the stern career of a nation 

bent upon governing itsclfTo 11 nation thus awakening, 

it may be permitted to say, sometimes; H TOMmorrow 'we 

jVill thinAf s.erious business. " 

Such W.M our existence at Bukhru'est ; pleruiures,.yisitf;, 

hospitable meetings, U;teresting e'\oCurSioDS, and. cl~and 

!iv~ly Qbserv&tioDB on .• 1I that strucl!; ·onr · iniAd8.. ~or 
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attracted our eyes. In all quarters, it was a struggle 

who should render us the most valuable services: 

the most illustrious and honourable inhabitants of 

this good city placed themselves at our disposal, to 

increase our traveller's budget; and i~ would have been 

scarcely possible to have employed five fleeting days 

more profitsbly than we did. As soon as we had set 

our own personal notes - in ord"er, and collected those 

furnished us by several enlighte}led person. (at the head 

of whom we were kindly allowed to pI nee the Hospodar, 
• and his minister, M. Stirb.ey), we threw a last rarting and 

grateful glance at tills city, which li n." alrcady l,ccome 

worthy to he numbered among the most. interesting 

capitals. For the last time, we strolled t.hrough it. 

tortuous streets, once more halting before the churches, 

with. their twisted columns and elegant friezes, resplen

dent with coloured medallions and 110ly images; we 

hastily paid another visit to the old quarters of the city, 

and to the public drive of tile fashionable world; we 

breathed the fragrant air of the cafes, where the smokers 

.. semble, and the journals of every nation gratify the 

curiosity of a public, greedy of the political news of the • world; and having done all this, we bethought ourselves 

of·{)ur departure. 

' .. With respect to' the statistics of Bukbarest, we are 

:~n~1!P'l9 give hlire the amount of population, according 
;t.ti:: t.fi~ llJRt,:eensus :,-
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Inhabitants of both sexes. 

Boyards 2,!)Qa 

Porsons composing the households of Doyards 5,757 

!nhabitllnts of various classeFi 46,604 

Lay Priests 2~6 

Their fR.milios nn!\ housohold" l,N,S 

n{onks . 131 

Je .... 'S. their fllmi1io~ and household!'; 2,5Ra 
[This figure repreaentltJlllmost the tout! number of 

JeW8 e.tr.blighArl in 'W'allachi'o. j' but very feY< nrc 
round in the rural (listricts, as they do not pra.ctice 
agriculture. i 

F,)reigncr~ 1,70r; 

flO,7SS 
-=:-:--. -. 

III this numher nm omitted ten or twelve thousand 

individuals, who hl1ve no permauent domicile in the city, . 
and only come there from time to time, for their busines~ 

or plea.<;ure. 

There are in the city of Bukharest: 

Housea 

Monasteries 

Churches . 

Printing Establi"hments 

Hospitals. 

,1o~;-TM Natw14al M1UltUm, n.nd TI_e Walla. 

chiaft. Couriw , , , 
Society for I .. iterary Publica.tions 

Sohool of Arts and Trades, for Soldiers . -

10,074 

26 

US 

3 

~ 

1 

1 

The ordinary food of the people consists ok~ge, 

. made of the meal of Indian wheat,_ oi-milleA ;:sru;! 
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of polr.nta: ment or snIt ft~h nl\~ almost u1Iknow1I t.o 

them. Their principal spirituous beverage is n. brandy 

distilled from plums. 

The city of Bukharest 18 divided into five districts, 

each taking its name from one of, the five colom's

yellow, red, green, bloc lUld black. The Aga is the 

head of the police, and undcl' .his orders Ilrc five com

missioners, one for efLCh QIstnct; these superintend it. 

greater or less number of. suh-coIIlmissioners. acconhng 

to the extent of the district. 

After expressing our gmtitude to the good amI Itmiflhh! 

Prince, from whom we parted with very sincere feelings 

of regret, and nftcr taking leave of his fll.milY l and 
• 

all who had shown us so lnnch kindness, we quitted 
• 

Bukharcst on the 1 7th of .J uly. 

Our caravan wns fl,ugmented by two carriages, whieh Wf! 

had bought ill the country: they were light covered car· 

riages, and, Il.S the sequel will show, solid enough fiJI' 

anything. 

Forty horses were procured for us, and placed along our 

route; and the generous attention of the Prince went 

80 far as to send estaffettes, to make sure 9f our being 

properly supplied: we were accordingly earried along 

We first of all traversed a marshy with extreme speed . 
• • 

and gloomy t"",t, and at twelve we forded the Yalomnitzn, 

. ..no.,'" :BWollen waters rolled TRllidlv alon~. The relnys 

M Q 
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'were waiting for us in the open fields. At these isolated 

stations, a clay hut is the ordinary shelter of the captain 

of the post. Our lengthy ,caravan proceeded in this way 

rapidly over these melancholy steppes, until a succession 

of heavy showers. inundated the whole surrounding 

country, and rendered our progress slower and more 

laborious. An escort of gendarmes (dorobantz), whom 
• ,'.jp!' , 

we enconntned at one 6f the stations, galloped by the 

side of our carriages, and Wilen the roads became bad, 

kept them up with their hands; showing themselves 
• 

zealously attentive, whenever nny difficulties occurred. 

Meanwhile , we kept advancing towards the north, and 

a.pproaching still nearer and neurer a fine chain of 
• mountains, on the summits of whic!). were accumulated 

• 
heavy black vapours. More than one gang of Tsigans, 

overtaken by the storm, had pitehed their dark tents 

upon the plain , and were preparing to receive the squall 

which was threatening to burst upon us. Beneath these 

smoky retreats might be seen half-clad women and girls, 

with one or two naked children crouching near them; 

poor little defonnities, with distended bellies and ema·' 

dated limbs. The prairie soon became a deep marsh: 

horses, escort and carriages were wading through water; 

and now and then, when' a ditch presented : itselfi 

we' bad 'either to make a circuit, or leap it by dint of 

bl"".. ""d vOciferations. It W88 a .ingulsr" Bi~"tt,~ 
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see these four coaches ploughing their way beneath a 

leaden sky, .through inundated meadows, and at every 

unexpected hole, at every j9lt against some obstacle 

beneath the ""ter, threatening to roll over and remain 

buried in the mud. During these ~.noments, everyone 

was animated with fresh zeal. The attentive dorobantz 

lent a timely assistlmce to e/wll endangered carriage; 

and the Ilostillions ad,lressedtheir foaming steeds no 

longer with vocifera.tions, I Lut in the mildest language, 

and using words of encouragement in an almost fraternal 

tone; for indeed these upfortuuatc animals quite exceeded 

their strength during this long and difficult journey. 

At length we ren.ched Bouzeo, in the midst of roaring 

thunder and a dense torrent of rain, through which \Ve 

could scarcely desc,:y the green belfries and white wolls 

of the vast abbey, the fitting residence of a bishop who 

is one of the weolthiest prelates of WolIachia. Our 

escort had fortunately obtainecl a reinforcement; and 

their assistance was at once put into requisition in 

croSsing a torrent, the bed of which was not yet quite 

filled np by the rain. As we approached the Bouzeo, 

however, which flows between very steep banks, it was 

mU9h feared that my carriage would be left behind: it 

qad, in the . first instance, crossed the torrent in safety, 

b,ut .on reachplg the.other side, a slippery steep presented 

ltaeI£, ",l!hiah it required . hili-an-hour of struggles and 



166 nUKHAREsT.-wALLAclIlA. 

vociferations, and more than twenty horses, to ascend. 

We bad previously been shut up in a sort of ark, but 

afterwards made our w~y out by the carriage door, on 

the backs of the horses; which we used as stepping

stones, to escape a frightful bed of mud two feet 
• 

deep. 

At Rimnik we were to find beds. A Wallachian 

gentleman, M.· Nikole"ko, informed of our arrival, was 

ordering preparations for our reception, at tJle very time 
• • 

that we were inundated with the waters of heaven, and 

ulmost buried in the mudd), \leeths of tlw plain. Un. 

fortunately, as we approached the Rillmik, which we had 

to cross before we could goin this much desired shelter, 

w13 found the fiver so turbulent, that not one of our guides 

would venture across it during so dark a night; accord· 

ingly, we had to resign ourselves to spend the night in 

our carriages, and ill th~ hovel of a peasant, who could 

only offer us a quantity of straw, which no horse having 

any pretensions to English blood would have hnd for 

his litter. Towards three in the morning, the sky had 
• • 
in seme measure cleared, the river had become fordable, 

Md it was not long before we reached Rimnik . 

. This misclmnee prevented our profiting by the bos

pitable preparRtions so kindly made for our reception. 

Arriving fit so inconvenient an hour, weJelt the .gre~ 

.ctuple to disturb the. household of M: Nikoll\S,ko, . '!lid 
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took fresh horses to proceed without delay to the Mol

davian frontier. 

The residence of the noble Boyard appeared vast and 

sumptuous. It is built in the'Italian style, with open 

galleries. Rimnik itself is " cousidemble town, un<! 

possesses a castle built. of bricks, iu the Turkish style . 
• 

It wils here thnt Souvol'Oll' engaged with Mustapha Pa..~lm, 

and c.arried off a viewl)' \XlJith won lIim the- title uf Couui 

of Uimnik. On the l ~th , [It d"yb ... :ak, the wcather had 
I 

hccome fine; the plains wure nn n.ppcul'nncc of freshness 

dHl..nniug to the 

bcnumbet.! limbs. 

eye: a.nd' t1 grateful sun wlIfmctl our 
• 

\Ve soon forgut the fatigues of this 

tlet.estable night, mal arrived itt Fl)kscliani , WllCl'C the 

president of the district, ~r. George Rn.zo l received us 

with Ow- most prcssillg tnill'ks of politeness, 

Folu)chani forms the l!lst limit of the ,"Vullndlillll tur~ 

ritory. A small stream in Hw miJst of this l;jtYt t.he 

Milkove, over which there is a woouen bridge, marks 

the common boundary of the two principalities. The 

.ituation is favoumble to trade; ",nd this little toWIJ 

appears to be in no want of traders, more especially Jews. 

The Hotel de France, kept by a FreJwhmall, uccom-. 
modated a portion of ow' pm'ly; while tl,e president 

.. of, the district honoured me with the hospitality of his 

... "" housD' in the' Wallachian quarter of .ti,e town. The 

J,spravJllk. 01' ·thief of. the poliee, united with this superior 
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functionary III offering us his services. The district of 

which Fokschani fonns a part, is called Poutna, and 
• 

contains twenty-five thousand families. A French mis-

sionary is established oIl' this frontier; he professes the 

Roman Catholic faith, w which twenty churches are 
• 

devoted in Wall.chia, and sixty in Moldavia. This 

morose priest, OIl on~e more meeting with Frenchmen, 

instead of giving himself up 10 ,the very natural pleasure 

of hearing about his distant country, pre:el enter

taining his compatriots with ' endless comPI ';, f ~ 
men and things of the cOUll try in which ~" been 

, . .z: ~; 

established for several yeru·s. With such etch ' " life, 

in these distant and solitary regions , must bfJ~'iK ~deed. 
,A favourable 0l)portunity uppem'cd no t<;it;" present 

Ip,ii 

itself for clossifying the documents wi .. "t'ch our 

amiable hosts at Bukharest had enriched ,ij, ~ ,~d before 
,,(1 _'i" ." 

quitting Wallachia, we arranged them in 4(e '¥ifer which 
~ ' ··V ' 

appeared most fitting to give our reau6J.· .. ~Ixi, idea of 
. "J 

the country we had just travelled throug~ Six days 

spent in the territories of this principality w~1J doubtless, 

not sufficient to have allowed us to coll~ from ' our 

own ob;ervations, information sufficiently ' Jmplete on 
• 

,this country ~nevertheless. we purpose, in the ' following 

simple statements, ,to put to use, in the first instance; 

the friIlts of a ' special" course of readin8'" earrieW.,";ti 

dwing "the ,leisure .ho~ . left us by out "jo1U'lleycio'll'll" 
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the Danube; and next, the "result of our conversations 

with a number of well-informed persons, with whom it 

was our good fortune to meet at Bukharest. 

If we devote a few pages to the history of the ancient 

Wallachian people, it is not that we have any intention 
., 

to enter ' more seriously than our subject will allow 

into the question of their origin. But, when we con

sider the distinguishing tmits of these. people - the . . 
empire which the memory of their ancient condition still 

excrcis~ '. over them-keeping in view those H.oman .. . 
traditi'6ns \ handed down fl'om a period not less than 

< . • 

eighte~ centuries baok, it would be almost cruel to 

dispute :"thEiir glurious origin , traceable to the Dacians 

and th~: R~tUls. Mureover, we have nu inclinat.i(Vl 

to call mto :~uestion the genuineness of tbose Daciaos 

sculptured ·in." marble on Trajan's column, and bearing 

so . strong a :·resemblance to the Wallachiaos of the 

present . ~'y. Let us, tllerefore, leave the question of 

their origitil and come at once to the bistory of the --
principalit~." .The following is, in R few words, wbat 

. .. 
we hav~ ~n able to collect from books. on the ancient 

lristcry o[.Uis country. 

Towiu;ds the beginning of our era, thl>' regions now 

pivided.· under the .names of Wallachia, Moldavia, and 

ll'lansylvanit!. fOplled the kingdom of those terrible . . 
~ . . ~(l:. li"equeutJy mentioned in the odes of Homee, 
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and ·who were deseended from the Scythiaas, or Sarmatians. 

They were for a long time so formidable, tJ,at when led 

by DcccbaluB, one of their kinga, Rome was alarmed, 

and Domitian accepted the terms of a disgraceful peace. 

Trajan, to revenge this defeat, twice led his victorious 

legions to the sho~e6 of the Danube; and to this epoch 

belong the curious vestiges previously "poken of, as well 

as the bridge.so daringly conceived\ the remains of which 

are seen not far from SkeIn.. So SDOll as Dacia was 

subjected, Roman colonies to'oJ{ posscs!::iion of the terri~ 
tory 80 long plunged in harUnrism, and it was governed 

by one of tJlO Roman prwtOl's. 

This state of things continued up to the third century, 

at which time an iIlvflsion of Goths and Huns feU UpOll 

Dacia; but the Homan Empire was already tottering to 

its fall, allli Aurelian . contented himself with recalling 

his colonists, to whom he assibrned other lands in Mcesia. 

Wrested from the grasp of Rome, these countries shortly 

fell a prey to the Huns (they were driven back after the 

death of Attila into Scythia), to the Gepidi, who treated 

with the Romans; the Lombnrds, who, under Justinian, 

marched to the conqu~st of Italy; and of the Avari, or 

White Hun", who, according to some historians; dared 

to threaten Byzantium, and were destroyed by Hameliu9. 

,From the seventh· to the ninth century; ·we find· 

ancient Dacia occupied by the Slavonians !ilid .the 
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Bu!garians, who had crossed the Danuhe to TaKe pos

session of these fertile lands, and if we may rely 011 

certain writers, it is exactly to the period of the 81a

voni8Jl invllSion, that we are to refer the origin of the 

name Wallach, which is given to these people. The , 
Slavonians, they ossert, were accustomed to designate 

the Homans by the generic name V1acci, or Vlassi; 

what can be less astonishi"g, than that ,they shouhl 
• 

apply the same name to It people long subject to the , 
government of Home. On the other hand, the lovers 

of ,etymology have disc.overt;'{l Em f~tymon for the word 

Vlacci, like most of tho~e discovered by them. They 

suppose that the first Roman colonies were establishe,1 

in Dacia, uuder. the commaml of n certain F'lacclls, am\ 

that, accordingly, the whole country was called Flneeia, 

and the inhabitants Flaeci, whence the Vlacei of the 

Siavonians, and our modern Wallachia. The wisest 

course, in our opinion, in these questions as to names 

and origin, is to refer to the inhabitants of the Boil, 

whose local traditions are frequently . surer guides than 

tho researches of historians. Accordingly, if we consult 

the inhabitants themselves ,)f Wallachia as to the origin 

of their name, they will tell us tllat the Drone Wallach; 

a modem appellation, is only known to history siI)co 

~.twelftb century ,and was applied to them by foreigners 

a1o",,; ,~ it 'being almost unknown to the people of the 
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principality. Th~se people call themselves Roumann, 

Romon; they call their native conntry, Wallachia, TSarR 

Roumanesh,' Romon land. Moreover, the Wallachian 

arms consist of the Roman eagle, to which a cross bas 

been added; and if, in the I""t place, we look at the , 
masculine and robust physiognomy of the population, 

bearing an incredible resemblance to the Transteverini 

of the pres<l1lt day, if we £e,arch into tJ,eir language, 

their games, their festivals, we shall find nndoubted , 
traces of the glorious origin to which tJ,e Wallachians 

lay claim. And this origii1' it would be ungracious to 
, 

dispute; where, besides, would be the evil if this people 

should still feel witJun itself a littJe of that noble pride 

.. hieh h"" sustained ' find consoled .it through its 

reverses? The people of Wallachia, of the present day, 

we will admit, therefore, according to all appearances, 

are the representatives of the Dacians and the Romans, 

and the Siavonians, who came into the conntry as con

querors, constitute the nobility of the lond. 

Some of these Siavonians, however, taking along with· 

them a certain number of the ancient inhabitants of 

Dacia, had formed a separate settiement between tl)e 

river· Olt . and the Danube, in order to withdraw t,h"m

selves from . the ' calamities by which these unfortunate 

regions were so frequently visited. lbis union .9f ~ 
constiWted themselves .into a uati,ouA! ·J>04.Y i Jloll~, t.l!~y 
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eleeted It chief, on whom they conferred the title of Ban. 

Such 'is the origin of the Banat, that portion of Wallachia 

"hich stretches along the Upper Danube, and of which 

Cralova is the capite\. 

Up . to the thirteenth century, the successive invasions 

of the Scythians, and of the Taters of Tchinguis-Khan, 

had driven away almost the entire ancient population 

of Dacia. Wallachia .rnd. Moldavia, then 8.lmost depo

pulated, placed themselves u'ldel" the protection of Hun

gary. About this time, under the reign of I~ouis I., 
.~ 

appeared Raddaulo-Negro, or Rodolph the mack, the 

first vO"ievode of Walhu:hia proper. Expelled from the 

Hungarian provinces by the irruption of the Tatar 

hordes under Batou-Kh~n, this chief returned with' 

his dismayed companions to seek a refuge amid the 

solitudes of their native land. 

The provinces then breathed awhile, and once more 

assumed a steble form under their vOlevodes. Gradually 

rednced to discipline, and skilled in thc rut of war, the 

Walle.chians became sufficiently powerful to resist all 

attempts upon their independence on the part of the 

Hungarian sovereigns; and more than this, they sent an 

-inVading army against the TUrks, their neighbours, whose 

tebtories:had ' been left without defence on the Danubian 

si&' . .. Bajj!.Zet ehebked this enterprise in time, and 

""_tl :'9. · ~ ·from;·\V a11achia. 
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For the SpD.f.~C of lwar]y n century, the Wallachians 

now singly, now wlth the assistance of the Hungarians) 

atwmpwd in vain to shake "ff the rude yoke of Turkey, 

whose hand only fell with " heavier weight upon their 

country. At length, towRnh 1520, Mahomed II. , having 

expelled the sovereign of W HUnch i., imposed a new 

voicvode upon the principalit.y, hearing the title of pasha, 

nnrl r.oncluucd It trcl1,ty witll it, tIle . pl'iucipal artides of 

which still remain inherent in the constitution of the 

country. During t.he period which succeeded this treaty, 

the inllucnce of Turkey over \V ullrwhin eontinuetl to . . . 
extend it..<;e1f mor~ ann more; flnd ill Hi4-1 , n portion 

of the Wall.chion territ<Jry was ceJed to the Ottoman 

'Empire, and fortresses ,,'ero erected on the boruers of 

the Danube, at Ibm'il, Giom:j{!VO, Rnd Tourno, whicJJ 

were oceup~ed by Turkish garrison~. 

Such was the staw of things when, in 15113, "voievode 

called Michael, resolverl to shake off the Ottoman yoke. 

Supported by alliances formed with skilful policy, he held 

in check the power of the Turks, whom he had driven 

from their fortresses, with such effect, that Mahomed III., 

a.ftersustaining a long contest, at the head of a formidable ' 

. army, was fureed to abandon his prewDsions.' . . After 
the , death of Michael, however, the dissensions · whreh 

• or • 

arose in · the coUncils of the clergy and noblesv :CSused 
~ . . . 

Wt.ljaehit,t,o Wlonee more under~"""'Ilorit.¥'9f 'th'e , 


