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Sultans, who, as in fonner times, took awny nIl freedom , 
in the election of the vO'ievolles, and exacted a 

tribute. 

In the meantime, nukhl1rest, towa.rds the end of the 

seventeenth eentury i had become the s~at of government 

in Wallachia, and Des50mb, who reigned in 1710, had 

assumed fill attitude sufficiently imposing to induce the 

surrounding powerful nations to sef!k nil "alliance with 

hiro. Intelligerices with :\ustna, nnd with llcter the 

Great, conducted wit.h ton timid a hand, and acts of fatal 
• 

ilTesollltion, whieh eost him his hend, signaliscd the 

reign of this princ~. Shortly nfwr the termination of 

his reign, the Sublime Porte united the two principalities 

of Wallo.chia and Moldavia uuder one government ~ 

abolished definitively the right of electing vOlcvodcs, and 

sent them a sovereign of its own choosing, from among 

the Greek families of Constantinople, whose long habits 

of submission rendered them fitting instruments to carry 

out its sovereign wishes. 

Nicolas Mavrocordato was the first vojevode who 

governed the two principalities. Under his successor, 

Oonstantine, whose rule commenced in 1740, the country 

enjoyed a few years of peace and stability. At the end 

'If ,the century, war having broken out between the Porte 

and , Russia, .: our ,lirmy occupied ,the principalities and 

the:.p!Jlees pfstrength on the Danube during four years, 
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at the en,[ of which the celebrated treaty of perpetual 

peace was concluded at the camp of Koutchouk-Kainardji, 

July 10-22, 1774. This treaty, confirmed by subse

quent conventions, stipulated in its 26th Article, that 

the principalities \1e restored to the Porte, which should 

resume possession of the fortresses; but, in consenting 

to this restitution, the Empress guaranteed to the inha

bitants of Wallachia and Mbldavia, the free exercise of 

their yeligion, the liberty 0: transporting their persons 

and their property to other. lands, and an exemption 
< 

from all t.axes during 11 certai~ number of years. She 

, obtained for the sovereigus of the principalities the 

favour of having Christian ehm'ges d'a'a'i,.", at the court 

bf the Sultan, and reserved to the ministers and the 

consul of Russia the right of acting as representatives 

at the Sublime Porte, in the affairs of the plineipalities. 

In 1784, the Sultan Abdulhamid re-enacted, by a special 

rescript, all the clauses favourable to the principalities, 

renounced the right of establishing his snbjects on their 

territories, and reduced the amount to be thenceforw"'d 
• 

exacted, whetber in the shape of tribute money, or 

preaents. 

In a short time, however, the Ottoman cabinet paM bU.t 

liw. regard to its solemn engagements, and when the 

F~h ,Rilvolutioi>" broke out, 8 freBh ocCupatioo .by 

Ru88ie. , and 'Atletria 11'''' found necessary, ' tlIe ::~:d 
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which was the Treaty of Y assy, by which the condition of 

the principalities was fixed in accordance with the treaties 

of 1774 and 1784, before quoted. 

At the beginning of the present century, the Ottoman 

government appearing to lean towards af' alliance with the 

Emperor Napoleon, this symptom required a fresh occu

pation of the principalities. From 1806 to 1812, the 

Russians retained posses~io'll of the territory, and the 

treaty of Bukharest, which fixes the boundary of the 
o 

empire at the Pruth, confirmed all the former guarantees 
o 

secured to the principalities, nllevinted their burdens, and 
o 

limited to seven years the reign of each' Hospodar. At 

this period, Wallochia was governed by Prince Cru·adjo . .. 
Threatened by the Porte, this prince suddenly adopted' 

the resolution of secretly quitting his states, He executed 

this project in 1818, leaving the cares of administration 

during his absence in the hands of the Boyards. The 

latter turtled to the Sultan, and requested that the govern

ment of the principalities should henceforwru'd lie with 

the divan, thus hoping to put an end to the calamities 

attending the administration of the Greek princes: but 

the Sultan gave no heed to the petition of the Boyards, 

and: lient Prince Alexander Soutzo to Wallachia. The 

,daath ' of"this prince, in 1821, W8.S followed by some 

,~lIipl;s; : ,!V"UlBwT"ction: moreov..,r, on all sides, symp

f;n:n~lof.~l!llIiotion ' w.er.e manifested, whose distant echo 

N 
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awakened, in the most remote provinces, ideas of eman

cipation. Spain, Italy and Egypt, were the scenes of im

portant events; and the eyes of Europe were fixed upon 

them. It was at this period that these countries were 

occupied for the last time, and the long and bloody war 

which brought the Ottoman empire to the brink of its 

ruin, terminated in the treaty of Adri.nople. The eman

cipation of tile principalities dalfs from this treaty. While 

an organic law w.s being prepl!l'cd for Wallachia and 

Moldavia, General Kisselefl',' invested with the command , 
of the troops in the two provinces, received the title 

, 
of plenipotentiary president; and thus, in the hands of 

this illustrious chieftain (known, hitherto, as a skilful 
• 

13oldier) were vested all the necessllry powers for directing 

the reform of this country according to the stipulations 

of the treaties of Ak-Kermann and Adrianople. The 

task was of immense difficnlty, embracing in its scope 

all tbe important questions of social order, and presenting 

obstacles of every description. The genius of ·Kisselejl', 

urged by an unchangeable love of good, and strengthened 

by a finn will and indefatigable activity, brought this 

important reform to a successful issue, and substituted 

law and order to a monstrous despotism, which, 101' ,1lIOl''' 

than two. centwjes,!ll><] crushed these unfortnnate pe9p!e. 

li1nteringthe at the cioee()f" ... : ~s 

lI'U; bad, in t.hefirst, ·ijI'~;itP · ., . . 
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contend against the most cruel calamities-the plague, 

famine, every form of huma.n misery, and, worse than 

all, the moral prostration of the people. But his strong 

will overcame every obstacle; it was powerful enough 

to effect a thorough reform, and to ,lay the foundation 

of future stability. To General Kisselef!", this country, 

previously so ill.govel11ed, owes the whole of its present 

administration. He c,e~ted its army, ' regulated its 

finances, established civil laws which iL had never 
• 

before possessed: he taught it at the same time order 
• 

and obedience, and thus his name has become familiar 
• 

m the mouths of the people; and he holds that place 

m the gratitude. of the nation to which he is entitled. 

When, at last, his rnissidn was accomplished, and tHe 

new Hospodars, recoguised by the empire, entered upon 

their functions under the protection of a constitution 

prudently devised, General Kisscleff quitted the countries 

whose salvation he had effected, and in which he will 

for ever be respected. 

Thus, then, by virtue of tl,e last beneficial revolution 

which it has undergone, Wallachia is governed by a 

Hospodar elected for life . by an extraordinary assembly 

. of· Boyards, with the investiture of the Porte, and the 

. ·approvolof :Russia. The nationlllity of the country is reg. 

~d;' and no point of its te~~' can be occupied bya 

·.·.TjlrkiBh .garti,i800. The Generol 'Assembl¥, which exercises 

N 2 
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the legislative power conjointly with the Prince, IS com

posed of forty-three members, including the president. 

The latter office is always filled by the Metropolitan 

of Bukharest; the remaining forty-two members are 

elected by a Coll,ege of Boyards, who vote secretly. 

Ministers cannot be elected as deputies. 

The following is an enumeration of offices and dignities 

in Wallachia;' by the effect of circumstances common to 

all small states, the titles conferred on these offices are , 
the more vain and pompous, as the wealth and extent 

~ 

of the principalities are limited, , 
The first rank in the state, after that of Hospodar, is 

that of Bmw. This ancient title belonged to the sovereigns 

df that part. of Wallachia which is called the Banat; 

and Cralova WIlS the residence of the bano. This dignity 

now gives to its possessor the right of a seat in the 

council, or divan, as it is called, while in his government 

he is represented by a deputy, who is called cafmacan, 

Four vlYf1tiks, chosen from the nobility, are members 

of the divan by birth, and, together with the bano ' and 

the metropolitan, exercise the judicial functions, 

, Two wgQthR-1es are also added to the council; their 

office is to signify the 'sentences pronounced' 'hy tn. eon,;;+' 

and· ,ratified by the prinCII. ' ' 

: 'l'he ; .op<ithadS '~ the divan; 'and' comll\i!liilS 

the whole of. the :e.rm.J, ., ' " 
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The .. vestiar is tile grand treasurer, and as such holds a 

seat in the di~an. 

The postelnik performs the office of secretary to the 

pnnce. 

The divan ~ffendi is secretary to the (!ivan. 

The public offices of the second order are :-

The cioziar, whose office is merely honorary; the aga, 

charged with the directioll :of the genernl lind municipal 

police of Bukharest j and the C01nm'tSSO, or prince's 

equerry. 

Among the offices held oy tile inferior nubility, ure 
• 

the · caminar; the harmachc, who sees to the execution of 

criminal sentences, and superintends the Tsigan gold

gatherers; the paharnik, or cup-bearer; the staTnik, or 

steward. 

Four ministers and a secretary of state manage the 

affairs of the principnlity. The ditlerent oftices are:

home affairs, justice, public worship, und finance. A 

court of controul, a quarantine committee, and a prison 

cpmmission, complete the administration. 

The spathar, as before stated, commands the soldiery. 

There are three regiments under his orders, each of 

which consists. of two battalions; the whole military force 

of the principality being thus about five thousand mell. 

T<\I!., staJf . Atlicers .. ",e. .ttach~~ll person of the 

l'!lIgD11Jg" pnn<:e. 
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Vl allachia., which contains 22 cities, 15 towns, and 

3,fJ60 villages, presented, according to the census in 
1837, a total of 339,322 houses. The territory is divided 

into seventeen districts, twelve on thiR t=; irle of the Alouta, 

and five beyond. Each of these districts is governed by 

two ispravniks, chosen from among the Boyards. A 

judge has recently been appointed to each district, and 

also a sarness1:-a supcrintcnd3nt of taxes, invested with 

a controllership over tJ:1e administration of the ispravlliks. 

The latier functionary is unremovable, while the rest are 

revocable annually. This arrangement, retained from 

the Turkish system, slJOuld be promptly abolished, if it 

be desired to establish the public adwinisu'fLtion OIl a 

just and proI,er bl1.Sis. 

111e di~t...l'icts are themselves subdivided iuto plaf as, 

eadl pla~a having a separate collector of taxes. 

The chief town of a district is governed by a munidpal . 

council, under the direction of a president or mayor, 

assisted by three members. The civil registers, which 

had no existence previous to the presidentship of General 

Kisseleff, are kept by the clergy, anu are in duplicate. 

One of the reb~sters is kept at the parish church; the 

other is sent to the record.office of the district t.libunal. 

,The administr.a.t.ion of justice has especially benefit,¥ 

by the new ordet',.6t~rs in Wallachia.Tbe,.ljIw" it 

is. ,true. · still exhibits traCes of its former despotic :fo!"'!s, ; 
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but it must be acknowledged, nevertheless, that marked 

ameliorations have been introduced in the dispensation of 

justice. The General Assembly. are too firmly convinced 

of the necessity for a homogeneous code of laws, not 

to apply all its endeavours to harmonise the habits and 

requirements of the country with the legislation of Euro

pean countries, where t.he law is strong because it is 

Wlse. The assembly will "er also that th~re can be no 

proper administration of justice without a judir;ial body, 

whose integrity should be ';niversaUy acknowledged; and . 
no one is in a better position to guide his colleagues 

in the direction of saiutary reforms, than the skilful 

minister at the head of this important department at 

the time of our visit, Vonlik Jean Stirbey . 
• 

Justice is administered in the name of the prince, its 

forms being laid down by the Wallachian code promul

gated in 1818. This code is based upon the Roman 

law and the common law of the principality. The French 

commercial and criminal codes (with the exception of a 

few modifications, to suit the political and geographical 

situation of the country), were at this time being sub

mitted to the General Assembly for their adoption. A 

portion of the former has been adopted; the remainder, 

:with the criminal code, were deferred to the ensuing 

session. As regardS the cusliMl!s '-bf the country, they 
~ .. 

__ are;-With<me'w two differences, the same as in Moldavia. 
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There • llIe In ,v, anschia three degrees of juris. 

diction :-firstly, the tribunal of the district, or of 'the 

first resOIi; secondly, the court of appeal, or of the 

second resort; thirJly, the supreme divan, or of the 

third resort. 

The tribunal of the district takes cognizance of all 

civil and commercial affairs; with respect to criminal 

matters, their 'functions life limited to preliminary investi

gations. 

lbe court of appeal is divided into tlnee sections; 

civil, commercial , and crimi.nal , constituting so many 

separate COllli,s. 

The supreme curut takes cognizance of judgments 

delivered by the coruts of appeal, both in Greater and 

Lesser Wallachia. 

'n1e institution of the jury does not exist. 

Up to the present time, jndges are appointed for three. 

years; at the end of this period , they may be con

tinued in their offices, if their services have given satis

faction. But, according to the constitutional law, dating 

from 1830, all magistraws chosen by the prince will 

be irremovable after wn years office, except in case. 
of forfeiture, voluntary . resignation, or appointment to 

o.diniJJ~str8.tive duties. 

All public functionllries,every noble or deputy, ~Y'be: . . , 

judicially .' proCeeded against hyanycompl~ant" wi~ont: 
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other fOrmalities than are required for the p<occeding 

against a private individual. 

Actions at law are very frequent in Wallachia, the 

most common cause of litigation being encroachments 

on the boundaries of laud; u. singular circumstance ill 
at> country where there is !;o much wild and uncultivated 

land open t<> the hushllIldman. A b"cat number of con

tests axise ill consequcn,ce. of the prefere''nee accorded 

by the law, in tlie !:illic of lanus aud house!'; , to tJw 

relations of tho' seHer, 01: to those lwiding property 

adjoiniug that which is for ·sale. It is to be .desired 

that the provisions of the law with respect to the latter 

case should he abolished !l'om the Wallachi." code; 

the Geneml Aosembly will probably have to consider 

their repeal on un early occasioll. 

Advocates DIe not cOllstituted into a distinct order, 

and UTe without any council of disciplirie. 'When a 
defendant has not made choice of any counsel, and no 

advocate undertakes the defence, counsel is appointed 

by the court. 

Pleadings in defence are ulll'estricted, and the pro

ceedings are public, unless any public scandal attaching 

to the cause, or the honour of frunilies, should necessitate 
• 

the contrary. There is no law prohibiting the public 

journ.o.l;! from 'lieportiDg judicial proceedings; but up to 

the . p~nf,. , · time, they have never availed themselves 

of the privilege. 
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The lt.ws punish murder with death; but capital 

punishment has fallen into disuse. Since the provisional 

administration of General Kisseleff, sent4ce of death 

has always been commuted to perpetual lahour in the 

salt-works. 

The prince possesses the right of pardon, in acc6rdance 

with the recommendations addressed by !lIe tribunals to 

the dcpartme'nt of justice; ill . these cases, a commutaf.ion 

of punishment only can be granted. When, by his cot!.; 

duct, a prisoner bas given evi'dence of moral amelioration,! 

the vornik (superintendent) of the prisons addresses .. ' 

report to the department of justice, which is transmitted 

to !lie prince, and the prince may grant a remi"sion of 

a portion of' the punishment incurred. 

CRIMES AND OFFENCES, IN THE YEA.1t 1835. 

RoMlCries and larcenies . . . . . . .. 457 

Robberies by house.breaking, or on the highwa.y 24 

Murders , . . . li6 . 
Attempts at murder ~6 

663 
= . 

IN na YEAR 18311. 

Robbet:iea and larcenies . . . . . . 381 
• Robberies by house-breaking, or on the highway 23 

Murders . . . . 

Attempts at murder 

&6 
;. 
8 

,.~-

= 
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It should be observed that instances of preme<litated 

murder very rarely occur; with hut few exceptions this 

crime is comiiitted in drunkenness; wine, in Wailachia, 

being very abundant and cheap, as it is free from any 

tax except a very moderate excise due on entering towns 

Ullder municipal government. 

The age of m'\iority among the Wall.chians is fixed 

at twenty-five, but the mil)o. can bc emancipated: lstJy, 

by marriage; 2ndly, by the consent of his pnrents 011 

attaining his eighteenth year; 3rdly, by ordcr of the 
• 

tribunal of the first rcsort, at the re(luest of the gtulrdian, 

the pnrEfuts, or of the· minor himself, at the age of 

twenty-one, when deprived of his father alld mother. 

This order is submitted to the minister of justice, an,l 

su~icct to the sanction of the prin ce. A minor, thus 

emancipated, cannot however COlltruct ituy loUll, make 

oyer real, or dispose of persopal property , he has only 

free use of his revenue. 

Divorce is permitted ill certain cases laid down by the 

law; it carnes with it the voidance of the religious con

tract, and the parties divorced may enter into a second 

marnage_ Divorce may be sought on the ground of 

incompatibility of temper; but in this case, . the parties 

are bound down to a trial of seven years; at tbe end of 

which period, when all relib';OUS and moral means have 

·been , exhausted, there is no further obstacle to the 

divorce. 
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The department of public worship embraces all eccle

siastical affairs, as well as the mm.gement of public 

instruction. Three bishops, those of Rimnik, Argech, 

and Bouzeo, have charge uver as many dioceses, under 

the dependence of the metropolitan of' B~kbarest. Reli· 
• 

gion, which i ~ here of the sehisU1atic Greek creed, does 

not, properly speaking, hold any great empire over the 

minds of the Wallachi.u p. ol'le, but they observe its 

outward forms, and particularly the austerities of fa";;ting, 

with. scrulJUlous exactitude." The people are seen to 

attend divine Rervicc with '~\vel'Y :-;ign 'of respect, OJld the 

great number of chw'ehes exis'ting in \Vallacltia , bear 

witness to the ardent zeal wi t.h which outward worship 

iii honoured. The municipality contains no less than 

3,753 churches, of which 1,3 6.1 are built of stone. To 

these must be added 202 monasteries, of which 133 

are dependent on cburche.s. These establishments, to 

all appeafOJ1ce, fumish relief to tJw poor of the com

munes , as it is rare to see ~ Wall"chian beggar, the 

Tsigms being almost the only people who practise this 

ignoble and importunate avocation. The Wallachians 

are naturally inclined to .nperstition; they yield ready 

credence to witchcraft aild spells, withont, however, 

allowing their beli~f, which, with them, is a )rind" of 

poetical b-adition, to .disturb their peace ' of mind, 
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The statistics of public education for the year 1817 . 

.... e 8S follow :-

PUDLIC INSTRUCTION. 

~tabliahmentll lupportcd by Government. 

Bukharl'.t . School of Rt.. S"Vtt. Introductory Cln.<ls!l.;; 

Humanities 

Complementary studies 
, . 

School!! in (,OllllcetiOll with &t. Sl\vn { AmZA.. . . . . 

T Iltroduc-toly Clas~. St.. George (the New) 

Private schools, 22 ill number . 

Three boa.rding schoolK fol' boys 

Two do. do. for girl '" 

T nlal 

PupilA. 

45fl 

202 

2~ 

112 

II< 

704 

4~ 

39 

Total of pupils in Duk~rel'l t 

C,.a'inva. School supported by Government:-

. J,7<Hi 

Elementary Classes ]4.0 

H umaniti08 84 

Private schools at CraJo\'a. Holy ApostleB 05 

Boarding schools for boys J 8 

Dittri.ctt. 26 schools, 12 of which supported by Government 1.724 

General total of pupils . .. 3,782 

Independently of these establishments, the pope (chief 

of the parish) or the precentor · of e""h "illage is bound, 

in return for saID<! slight· recompense, to telWh reading 

and wri~ to the children of the peasantry, so that in 
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a few years there will be but few who cannot at least , 

read and write, 

The administration of the finances of tbe principalit.y 

is entrusted, as before mentioned, to the agents, who 

collect the taxes. in each eanton, and pay them into the 

treasury. The ,fixed revenues of the state are thus 

composed :-

Poll.tax on lo.uoure~ 

Poll-tn.x on tn.asils (nobles of i~feriol' degl:ee) . 

Poll-tax on Tsigans . 

Produce of patcnta . 

Farming of salt-workR . 

Farming of customs 

• 

E!ltimate of duty on brandy. fl piri t.~ of wine, 

tobucco entering towns; duties on the exporta

tion of corn and cnttle, not included ill the 

customs' duties farmed out; duties on diplo-

mas, &c., casual revenue 

Piastres. 

8,<:!lO,tl70 

121,I'H5 

147,860 

438,970 

Q,(>OO,OOO 

l,405,I)r;O 

2,000,000 

14.B24, 196 

This amount of taxes is paid by 296 ,286 families. 

The peasantry are subject to an annual tax of thirty 

piastres a head, which is paid into the treasury through 

the collector: they have, moreover, to pay one.tenth of 

this Bum" to the communal treasury established in e~h 

village. 
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The expenditure of the state is as follows ;-

Annual tribute paid to the Porte 

Civil list 

Justice . 

Administration of home affairs 

Police 

Army 

Dorobantz, or gendarOl(';S ... 

Poetal establishments 

Quarantines . . 

Roads nUll bridges 

PaYing of Bukharest 

Wood for rmng 

Prisons 

Pensions 

Poor and indigent 

Hermitagcs . 

Public instruction 

Foundlings 

Hospitals. 

, 

. 

PiMtres. 
1,400,000 

1,600,000 

2, 168,44.0 

1,85 7,480 

300, Il 40 

2,7M,OOO 

179,240 

1,107.4 18 

GOO,OOO 

200.000 

48,000 

80,000 

70,000 

1,600,000 

100,000 

22,000 

360,000 

100,000 

160,000 

14,033,11 8 

Hl 

The lut three items of c:J:pcnditure are not paid out of the treaaury, but 
aN at the cbarge of the central lrtaaury of the metropolitan moc",e, which 
is ftpplied from the ecclniutical revenue. 

The surplus of the revenue over the expenditure, forms 

reserved fund, after· having met the extraordinary 

expenses. 
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The monlCs current in Wallachia and Moldavia are the 

Russiftn silver rouble, the golden ducat, the Austrian · 

7.wanziger, and t.he Tnrkish piastre, aspre, and para. 

Th e piastre , which is the monetary unit of the prin

cipalities, docs 11(]t re.present absolutely the same value 
as the Turkish pinstre : it hm, not yet suffered the same 

depreciation, ftlthougll it.s vA.lue has greatly fill1en within 

the lust twenty years. 

Towards] A22, t.he pinstJ·o was worth in \Vallachia n,C! 
, 

much as from seventy.fiye to eighty centimes; hut it hns 
, . 

lost eOllsiderahly since, ahd its average vnlnn in 1837 
, 

may be deduced from tho following clueul"tion. Let liS 

first 8tat0, that thi~ ('.oin hns two different CUlTent vnlnes ; 

that recogllised hy the govemmCllt, lUld thnt adopted by 

trade and privat.e indh'idunls. 

In the Goyp-rnmcnt treasury: 

The silver ruble, worth exact.ly 4 fro French, ig 

exchauged for 10 piastres and a half, which 

fro ('. 

brings the piastre t.o . . . . . . . . 0, 38 .. 

The AUl'ltrian golden ducu.t, which is worth 

11 fr. 85 C., is worth 31 t piastres; the value 

of . the piast.re, II.Ccording to this, is. . . 0, ~'7, 42 

The Austrian zwanziger, equivalent to 86 c., 

passes in Wa,llacbia for 2t pia.~tres. which 

brings the piastre to . . . . . . . • n, 38, 23 
• 

'T%e average value of the piastre. as re,eds the 

public treasury. therefore iR. . . . . . ,'. 0, ,3~ . 8g 
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In pri\,ilte trallsadioll8 : 

The silvel' ruble i ~ exdJauged fur J ~ pias tres, 

bringing the piustrc to 

Tht: golden dUCA.t is vo.Ju€l11 at from 35 to :16 

piustn '!;, whidl for lInc piustnJ is . . 

OJ" . 

The Austritm ZWtlllzigC'f, r.:-rre:-:eutiug 2! pia.stres. 

bring!'! t he pia::; tr~ w 

A\,t~ rttge valne of I,he pifl~tre ill tmlle 

Mean betwccil tIw offi('.il).l [Ilul Lmlle "ttille 

of thf.· pilLSt l',· 

fr. c. 

0, 33, 33 

0, 33, 86 

(1, 3~, \l2 

.0. 34 , RO 

0, 33, 86 

19'1 

ThiH unit. alrL'ady \' t~r) ~JUal1 , i~ :-;uLdividt'd agilJll 

into 40 PaJ'us anti 120 nsprr:s. 

T}/(J imp()}'l, t.l'ilUe (If \VI11hH~h j l.t con:;ists principall)' 

of foreign rnnllufacLures; oi L soap , Itnu cofie0, arc prjn~ 

ciplllly brought from Turkey. The principality exports 

grain, hemp: ~kins, cntth:, timber, honey, wax, S\)I)1f~ 

small quantities of wine, srdt, wool, and a little 8ilk, 

the prod.uction of wlliclt is beginning to (lcvelop it~el f. 

The total average amount of import.s for the period 

from 1831 to 1835 , RlllOUlltc u to alJout 31,848,076; 

the"average of the exports for the same period amounted 

to 49,159,585, 

The industrial arts, it. must be confes8ed, are as yet 

<I. zero ;,"scarcely tillituow, did WaUachia possess • few 

VOL. I~ 0 
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manufacwnes of hats, and handkerchiefs of printed stuff, 

far behind the wants of the country. 

It is easy to understand, however, that the deficiency 

of hands, and the little progress in industry and agricul

ture uufortunatelY, resulting therefrom, is tu be attributed 

to the languishing state of the country during so many 

years of destructive war, and the continual apprehensiDn 

of incursions from the Turk!i!, To the same caUSe must , 
be assigned the absence of all trude, for the unfortunate 

inhabitants could only sell 'to the Turks, who fixed an 
, 

arbitrary price on their l'urehases. The administration 

of aflillrs, as we have said, waS indeed deplorable. · All 

has altered since the last reform; and there is now 

the hope of a more prosI)erolls future fo], tJ-w commerc.ial 

and industrial enterJ.lrise which is n,ow dawning. 

Within the last four years, 631 manufactories have 

been established, namely :-

1 Wax taper IDiUlufactory. 

32 CaDdIe manufaotories. 

184, Tan yards. 

28 Soap DlIUlufactorics. 

09 Potteries. 

91 Linen manufactOliea. 

4- Ba.t manufactories. 

22 Handkerchiof manufactories. 

15 Manufacwrie.s of woollen 

cording. 

180 DiBtilleries. 

4 Gln.ss-works. 

1 China manufaetory. 

681 

There are in Wallaehia 2,299 water-mills, 6 windmills. 

and \) mills moved by horses. 
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Up to the present time, srut has beC!. the ollly 

mineral product profitably worked in Wallachi.. We 

have already stated the amount derived from the sru.t

works. There is , however, every ground for believing 

that Wallachia possesses mineral riches in sufficient 
• 

abundance, and that, wit,h it continuance of peace, and a 

!lOOre intelligent applicat.ion of capital, they may be worked 

by safer and more productive means than hitherto. We 

are en~bled to enumerate , nceording to information which 

we believe to be correct, the diAarent mineral substances 

which ore known to exist in \ho \Vallaehian soil. 

Gold.-The streams ,';hich Ll'ing down gohl Me those 

from the Oltez to the Yalomnitza, inclusively; but this 

meW is to be found more abundantly in the first Qf 

these rivers, from the village of ninzcni, to a distance 

of five leagues from that place ; within this SIJRCO are 

found the richest sands in W,ulachia; they IlIa of a 

blackish red colour, mixed with clay and portidcs of 

quBILz and jasper, and arc remarkable for the quantity 

of gllIllets to be found in them. Fragments of gold 

of considerable size have sometimes been found beneath 

IlIIge rocks in tho middle of the river, at the season 

when the waters subside. Auriferous sands are also met 

with near the village of Oesti, on the Argechi, two 

ieag\les .from ' KourtC; 0: league and a quorrer from the 

'village of ]oupanesti, on the river Chouptane; ncar the 

o 2 
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villa.ge of l\'Iagflleo-~aloulOlli , in tl~ e river Valea Kacelor; 

and lastly, on the river Yalomnitza, near the village of 

Bronesti, two leagues Rnd 'R half from Firgovist. 

Copper.-Ill the dist.ril!t of Mf'h edintzi, in J-Iesser 

"ValJl1chia. cru·bonatR. of (!opper if:! found on the river 
• 

BOlu'bit, at, , ft If!sgue from the burgh of Baja de AraJDfl.. 

This ()re. wa~ formerly work ed in thf'se rf'6rlons, as is 

shown by the traces of nlrnncf';s . t.he excavations in the 

mounta ins, nnti coppPJ'y s(:orire seni.tf'l'pd hf'1'f' And t.here 

over Uw soil. 

Copper pyrites IS foum}( flt Bnj l1 do Arnmo .• ft.lld lately 

it has begun to he workerl: IJilt. until t.he fUrnH(~eS Iln~ 

eomIlleted, no e Xllct. dnta can he giy(~n as t.o the per 

eentnge yif'hled hy tJ le ore ; Rccording to the analysis 

made of ~eve l'fll ~p ec:imens coll f'.cted from the remams 

of former worl{s, lying on the surface, it i~.to be pre

sumed tJlflt the ore is n. \'I'.I}' ri ch one. 

·There is lUlothel' bed of eopper nre three quart.ers 

of a league from the same spot. 

Natit )e Mercury.-Mercury bas been discovered near 

the town of PelesU, in the district of Argech; it. was 

disseminated ill globules in a horizontal stratum of 

saud and clay. Itpresent.ed itself over only a small 

tract, and exca.vations have been made in the vicinity, 

but without suceeas. 

Goal.--8everal points Ill · Wallachia .. present .. beda .01 
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coal; the best is in the district of Bouzeo, III the canton 

of Peskoyouloul, foul' leagues from. Bouzt!() , to the left 

of the river Saratzeni, between the village.s of Berka 

and J ossina. 

This COit] burns fi>ith a flam e, Rnd e.ni~s a sulphureous 

and bituminous smo.ll. TI,e combusbon of 100 parts 

leaves It, r esidue of eighteeu , which is of a unrk red 

colour. This coni lies il~ tw~Jye layers of about It metre 

in th ickness, in an argillweous :;.;oil , and ull tllese layers 

occur w.ithin ft JepUl of 200 metref'. 

Lign.if.e.-This comhust.ible '~s found in seY('rai spots, 

a.nd prin ciplllly in L cs:-\('.r \\Talht(~hin, in the di!-'t.l'ict of 

Voutza PInion, clUlton of Mnn1JIgne, lIcnr th e village of 

Armachesti, on the river Tzertlichoara ; it oe<.:Ul"f.; in I fl.r~~ 

agglomerat.ions , covcred by only a slight Ju.yel' of Cluth. 

I t contains sixteen per cent. of carthy mil.tteT, lmrns witll 

a flame., and leaves 1\ dlll'k red as h. It would not. he 

difficult to work it, and one man could cxtruct nearly 

three tons in a day. 

Rock Salt._Thi!i mineral forms, us we hRve already 

stated, the chief mino.ral ·wealth of Wall.el,ia. I t IS 

found at the distance of a league from Rimnik; and III 

Greater Wallachia, near the village of Slanik, district 

of Saboueni, and also near the village of F ellega, district 

of Prahova, canton of ·Kempin.. The bed occurs at a 

.depth of 'frome six to fifty-five metres below the sun""", 

and.· p~e.eIlts • thickness of forty-eight metres. These 
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mines allllUflHy yield thil"ty.cight millions (If kilogrammes, 

and produce in value on e·fourth of the revenues of the 

principality. The salt of Slanik, which has a crystalline 

ttjlperu'unce, is reckoned the best in 'Vullachia. 

Liquid Bitumen.;-Several localities· produce this sub

stnnce. Th~ richest deposit is in tb e district of Sakolltni , 

near tlw village of Pukourctza ; it produces annually about 

twenty-two U;ousand five ImllQred kilogrnmmes. The 

richest wclls .may yield as much as eighty I'ilogrammes 

a day, and the leos t rich from fl ve to fifteen. The working 

of t,his mineral deposit req~ires but little trouble . . 
Native sulphur.-It is met with in the dibtrict of 

Dumbovitza, canton of Dihloulou'i, neor the village 

of Schiatingo; it lies ill a bed of green clay, occurring 

ill tl,e form of yellow globules. 

Grr,r1lcts.-These nrc f()uud ill the district of Argcchi , 

on the mountain of Tchokan j they arc generally 

in crusted in micaceous schist. Scattered on the sides 

of tl,e mountllin, and carried away hy the waters, they 

are fonnd in the gravel on the banks of some of the 

rivers, as before stated. 

Succinum, or Yellow Amber.-This is found in the 

canton of Despre-Bouzeo, near UIC villages of Koltz. 

and Boilor, in the canton of KoviskovB.. Its extreme 

fragility renders it little susceptible of useful application . 

. Besides these mineral deposits there are abundance 

of mine .. aHvatersin Wall.chia; the principal springs are : 
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Bobotzi, district of Dombovib:a 
Sfintzestl, id. . . . . . 
Pibitchin 
Anotber in the saroo village 
Ditto . . . . . 
De Braza, district of rru.hova 
PontchoU8sa, distriot of Dombovitza . 
Ro:.da, near the monastery 
Kalimanosti 
O1anesti 
Monastery of GJogo\'a '. . 

a Sulpburous spring. 
Sulphurous. 
Chalybeate. 

Sulphuroufi. 
Slllino. 
Sulphurous. 
Sulphurous . 

• 
Sulphuro-saJ.ine. 
Sulphuroufl. 
Sulphuro.saline. 
Sulphuroft.s. 
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We have only now to udd, in conclusion of our series 

of observations and daro, a lew remarks on. the physicnl 

constitution of the intere~ting country under our 

notice. 

Bathed throughout the extent or its western and 

southern fronti ers by the Danube , Wallachi. is bounded 

on the north by the Karpathian mount.ains, which 

separate it from Transylvania. Its extent from east 

to west IS one hundred leagues ; its breadth, in the 

direction of the meridian, is about fifty leagues. Half 

of this space, which expands towards its eastern portion, 

presents a succession of plains, watered by streams of 

considerable magnitude: the other half, namely, the 

northern, rises up rowards the high mountains in an 

e.mphitheatre of hills, amidst which, a great abundance 

of water, and a most fertile vegerotion, contribute to 

fonn the most agreeable sites . 

. Wallachia '. is not traversed by any navigable river. 

th~ 8w~llin~' of the waters of the Bouz60, the Rimnik, 
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and other torrents, otten, as we our8elves experIenced, 

suddenly inundate the plains through which they 

flow, but this uncertain and irregular force could 

never be applied to the necessities of trade. StrelUlls 

of clear water flow down from the mountains of Wal-
, 

lachi., but they are not .11 equnlly snlubrious, if we 

may judge so from the goitres by which the inhabitants 

of certain districts are disfi.gured. We have already 

vbsened, that in the open portlon of the country, 

epidemic fevers arc frequent'; th ey arc rnrely, however, 
• 

of B. pernicious character. I; 

The climate of \Vannehi. ·i. of the most tem

perate kind; the winters nre severe dW'illg only two 

r:ponths ; and spring mo.kes its l\,ppenrallcc early, too carly 

frequp-ntly, for it is flceompanied with terrible inundations. 

The southMensterly winds, which bring with them tne 

val,ours of the Black Se., prevail during the month of 

June, and the atmosphere is frequently disturbed by 

periodical storms. It was under such circumstances 

that we found ourselves in the midst of the vast 

steppes, which become utterly impassable, when the 

waters have remained long upon the land. 

To the inexhaustible kindness of Prinee Alexander 

ilhika we owe the following data, the a~curacy of. which 

cannot be doubted, the professors of the college in which 

the observations were made, being of · acknowledged 

skill. 
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METF.OnOLOUICAL ODSHRVATIO~S MADR AT THE 
COLLEGE op ST. SAVA. 

DU1t1:iO TlI'& Yr:.\llI 183'. 183·5, ,,"SD 1836 • 

• 
T!-~Mf'ERATURE. 

fttAU)l~l:l'1I T"n"l:lMOIlf.T"ER. 

J4II. lit fortnight, _ 1So Ol\Ct'. JUII, ..... ~ . .... . from+l4"to+:l20 
Gon. T,emp. from _100 to_I.5° 
2ndfurtnight .. _ 10 tQ _ 30. 

f'tb. lilt fortnight .. - ' 1" to - 7" 
2nd fortnight '0 + lOt .. + 1:-$" 

J/ar. .. .. • • . . •• • .. + 6" III t \..,.1 
A,ml ..... . .. +"" to +17" 
Alay ............ " +4°\.1)+21" , 

July . ......... . .. + 17° tu + 23" 

Aug. ..• ....... ,,+ 20° to + 1S' 

Stop. •.•.. .. ., + 17" to+ 1110 

Oct • •..••. 
, +Ho tu+ I ' .. 

N~. , . ,. .. + bO to+ 0' 
l1,c • •..••.• ... ' .. + '" tu+ .' 

Barometer.-The. height of;,the mercury varied tllrough. 

out the year from 28 ~nches! 4 lines) French measure, 

to 21 inches, 11 lines. Once, in Mardi, it stood at 

29 inches ; in September, at 29 and 3 lines; and III 
. 

October .at 29 inches. 

DIRECTION OF THE WINDS 

North 

North-eaat 

East 

South-eut 

80lJth · 
$outb-e8l!t 

West · · 
North-.... ' 
Calm · . 

DURING THE YEAH. 

naY" 
7 

5 

12l 

12 

46 

, ' 19 

56 

87 

6~ 

366 
= 
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The yen!' presents : 

T~ WI:O\T1m. 
Dafl· 

Cloudy ]6 

O\'orca.'i t ]3 

Snow. 16 

Fog . 4 

Moist 3 

Boor FJ"(lHt. 1 

Fin6. · . 31 

YO 
-

IS il UMMER. 
Vay'. 

Cloudy · H 

Overcast. 6 

&in • ~ 

FOfIo . 2 

Violent WindK JJ 

FiLle . · . [)7 

92 
=""'" 

IN SPR'HO. 

C}oudy 

. Overcast 

RAin · 
Hoor Frost 

Violent Winds 

.Fine 

IN .A.UTCNN. 

Cloudy 

Overcast 

Rain · 
Snow 

Violent Winds 

Fine · . 

Day •. 

n 
8 

12 

nay •. 

U 

It 

91 
= 

It "has been observed that meteors, especioUy in the , 
level country, ore nQt so common or so destructive o. in 

:~' ' 

other parts of Europe mtnoted in the same latit\lMs. . ' 

Every year the soil of WsUaehia receives ' two or ,~ 

. &bocks of earthqua\<e. of greater or leBS viol~nce, .I!"d' 

ev~ Wt , y~ ~eapy di.~tro~s ·etl"ects ~~it,~~i 
«lCI!i:, fl't)m.t!Us ~~ou" The. e,.thquake : O{J~Ql!; 
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which overthrew the monastery of Koltza, IS still 

remembered, as well as that of 1829, which violently 

shook the majority of buildings in Bukharest. 

Since this was written, a. more violent shock than 

any yet remembered with sorrow in the country, very 
• 

nearly destroyed Bukharest. On the evcning of the 

23rd of January, 1888, the city shook, the most solid 

monuments tottered, severa) houses fell ro ruins; al1 
• 

were drunagcd, and several individuuls lost their lives. 

Ou tlJis fearful occasion, \~hcn cv_crything u.round was 

rocking or overthrown, surrouj.docl by the wounded and 

dying, Prince Ghika, by dint of coolness, humanity, 

illld courage, succeeded in restoring a feeling of security 

find hope arfIong tile despairing inhabitants. 

The population of Wallachia, for so long a space 

uncertain and fluctuating , is daily growing more fixed 

and stahle. This is the case witll all communities 

in progress of civilizution; their development awaits 

only the occurrence of favorable circumstances. We 

have already stated that the various castes compo

sing . the population, are divided into thrce cl .... es: 

the' Boyards; the Wallachian husbandmen, and the 

Tsigans. We need not repeat what we have before 
, ':. ' ...' , 

observed relative to the characteristics of each of these 

di.J'thiit ; cl"'~es; we will only add a few additional 
. ,l ,ti ... ' : ." : 

traitli; ' \Vliioh ~ Will complete our sketch of these people, 
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so varIOUS In character, yet destined to live under the 

same laws. 

The Boyards, whose llame is traced by some to 

a Sclavonia.n woru, signi(ying warrior , while others 

derive it from the Latin bos, an ox, referring the . 
Ol'1gl1l of tllis tit.le to tIJC time of the ancient 

Roman colonies, - the Boyru'us, we SHY, are the 

pos~essors of the territory,; but they are fur from. 

deriving as much reven ue as they might by a Wise 

maullgement from so rich '11 country, whol'e the land 

requirlls hut slight culti\'ft~ion to be rCllucretl productive. 

Exciuf'ive mflstel'S of nIl publie offiees , exempt from 

aU the bnrthcns of the state, these Vroud noblemen , care· 

less of t,lw future, nJ1U gront pa,rtizans of the past, have 

hitherto given themselves up to a life of sterile ]uxllry. 

This luxury has undermined the fortunes of the whole 

class; it has perpetuated debt III establislllnents, which, 

by a wiser administra.tion) should have laid the 

foundations of a solid wealth, that would have flowed 

through the entire mass of inhabitants. 

The Boyards of the present day-more enlightened as 

to their true interests-are beginning sufficiently to 

take part ill public affairs, to excite the hope that they 

will one day see tbe question of domestic economy. in 

its· right light, so nearly connected as it is with all 

wise management of . public affairs. The superior 
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education given to tlH,~ )'OUll g llohili iy, i::; UII~ gURJ'fmt.p. t' 

of It better state of thin g:.; ill future; hu t up to this 

time. t,he lives of the privileged clfl~S hnxc rellllllnf'U 

impressed ,,,;th tllat improvident filt.nlism whidl orieutJll 

customs, and an on.1t' l' of t.hings so l o~g pl't~c/U'iou s , had 

instilled . into their habit.s. Nothin g- efl.lI ht~ more 

elegant. than their 1W l'SOll nl foi til te und l\~t,inn(>., whidl is 

1I1wIlys 8omcwhfl j, t,ll c:.,tri::id1 ; hn t. if W e' " (' 1Il0Yt~ from 

t.he pr('sf'uee of Ill( ' c1 lief of jhl"' 11111 1:0'(', nJl(i t.IIl'mv a. 

glalH'f' at his tlil Jf~ ( If 1 ... '1uo('red fIlHl itl\ f' rctfl in f' rs, li t 

his cql1ipoges, too nl1m (' I'OIl ~ to hc ~ t'\c'gnnt, nt his 

Vlt!'li t and clilll.pitlnteLi mansion , We IU'C !;tnh'k with t.il t" 

melanc:holy flnd ,vl'ctchcdlWSS lying h('1l(~ lltl] thi:-l npp~ar

nncc of luxury. The r efill ed llI illlilCl'R of' t ile llIa.r.;ier" 

the gracious nil' an ti t ... 'l.lrnt" (d' t.he women of' his 

family, the f(wil it.y and c()rrec.tne~s with whieh the 

languages of Central Enrope are R[loken by them; the 

taste, the tact., the \,(! ry frivolity of the eonw~r~ntion

everything combineR to show that this so(:iet.y is equal 

to the most" distinguished in Europe ; Lut, beyond the 

door of the drawing room, a .fil thy Ilml repulsive crowd 

of idle servBJ1ts and gipsies Rc.U.ered .bout the ante· 

rooms, and sleeping on the very staircases, remind you 

that you are in Wallachia, and that all this civilization 

has ,not shB,ken off the muddy crust which envelops 

it, ,..,d ,<iepri ••• it of .. U its lustre. 
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The very appearance of the Wallaehian peasant 

interests one in his favour; nor is this pre.possession 

ill-founded, wben we reflect on the long series of 

misfortunes which have afflicted this pastoral people 

for so many ce,:,turies. There is much to be dona 

for the improve.ment of the manners of this robust 

face of peasants, who seem to have 

created for' the labours of. the field. . 
been expressly 

Like Virgil's 

husbandmen, they would be happy did they but know 

the benefits which Heaven has showered upon this 

beautiful Roman land, the object of. tl16ir pride, but 

which can continue noble and truly Roman, only on 

condition of being renue~ed fertile and productive. 

Magna parens jM'lIum. The Danube only awaits the 

grain of tbe WaJlo.chian phtins to pour fresh stores 

into the granaries of the Black Sea, and the Wal· 

lachians would produce mucl" ~nd cheaply, could they 

rid themselves of their habits of idleness and in

temperance, and their love of holidays, too frequent 

in the religious observances of the rustic population:: 

To eradicate these deplorable habits, is the noblest 

task which an enlightened government can propose to 

itself. 

We now come to the Gipsies, or Tsigans, as their 

Wallachian hosts caJl them - those wandering tribe. 

known by lIS many names lIS there' are countries tn 
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Europe; everywhere rejected, yet everywhere tolerated. 

Idlers and shameless thieves, haughty beggars, wrapt 

in ostentatious rags; these unfortunate wretches exhibit, 

nevertheless, beneath the filtn Rnd brutish degradation of 

.,vice, the noblest and most refined physiognomics which 

the beautiful Caucasian type enn present. The Tsigans 

of Wallachia, where they nre very numerous, scemed to us 

to corroborate the opinion ,1t11at they have been driven 
, 

into Europe from the beautiful climate of India. There 

is a vast difference bctwetm the outwru'u features of 

this race, and those which charadcl'ise thc Gitanus of 

Spain, in whom the atimixtul'o of Moorish blood is 

mrulifest. 

However the case may be, this exiled people ar~ 

enabled to subsist in Wallachia more readily than in 

any other country, as it presents them the mean s of 

reconciling their natural indolence with the conditions 

necessary to ensure them the protection of the law. 

A portion of the Tsigan population live by h.bour; to 

Ji,:'se is assigned the task of washing the auriferous 

8QIlds borne down by the current of certain ' rivers, 

QIld it is with the produce of their patient toil at this 

employment, that they are enabled to pay the poll

t"", In the second class are found masons, blacksmiths, 

cooks, and locksmiths; occupations which the W.ll""hian 

population . disdain to follow; but the greater portion 
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are consign ed t.o Hervitude , and swell witll tllei!' useless 

and misd,ievDlls numlwl's, the household of the Boyal'dH. 

IJastly, the third class of this people, without it name, 

from having received so 'many, live in a state of 

vagabondage and mendicant;y . Hlllf clad, and eXl)O~ed 
, 

to the ill clemency of the seasons, men and "iOmen 

f'll Camp in tlH:~ open rur witll It troop of hideous 

children , in' whom it woult,l be tlifticult to anticipate 
, 

th t> hn.nfisOlllf': youth~ of buth SCXt'fj, Wil flTn \\'f': see so 

·gra,ceful ill form , HlHl wiUI ~o Ill'oud a tleportmnnt. 

Rf.: soon fl.'; the ir pnJ('.o{: iou l:' HliI.turi ty i~ de\'e1opell. 

An article ill the organic lilW Iif the prineipnlit.y onlflins, 

llowevcr , that IL fund ~hflll be t~ st.abli sbcd for l'eJtwtning 

~ho Tsignns from v<tf,'To.ney, and nhligil1 g tllf' )H to build 

,houses alld dwell in them. This m caSlU-e is beginning 

to be put in foref' . 

1,Ne caunot more flppropriately conclude these observa· 

tions, than by 0. table of the (\ensu!' of the Wallach ian 
• popuiaboll, drawll up at the end of 1837. I t will show 

into wha.t categories the yanOUS classes we h~ve passed 

in review may be subdivided, and the proportions they 

be.,. to each other, 

POPUT,ATION, 

NON TAX-PAYING FA"MILrE8. 
Familiea, 

g44 

Nl8.molll"fn lnd Post.elnit7.i. ~r inferior nobility 4,19;, 
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Priosts of the GrecJ, Chureh, !LiI1l0f;t all lIlnrried 

DeReons ditto 

Persons cOll ncckd '';'ith l~blll'I' IL f'1'>tn.bli shmcnif' 

Gipsies, fiervaut<; of pr ivate indivi(iwd<; 

Widows nnd infinn pen;on" , 

Exempted for l'lcrvl(:el'l rmuit'rel\ . 

EX(lmpt.erl. lIy flUlistiug: 

" 

Foreign sul!i()~~t.""' tht ' gl"P.a.tIl!· · 1\('l"ti!l11 Catimiil"." 

ProtesUlIlls, anti .Jews .• 

The Jews nre few in number j, except in n\lkhnre~t, 
icw or nont' frre found in the dis\ri(:t.'I. 

l'·:lmilie!l. 

fi,x'.,!fI 

:l,i 1 0 

1 . I,l!)~ 

.l :I, I £.!7 

I,Oi:4 

:I , ]:~li 

F.~M Jf.l ES f' AYlNO I'OI.[.T,IX. 'In l'.\TJ~~T·Hl'; II T. 

Agriculturists 

Bulgarian emigrant.<; 

MIL7.i1S, (tl spceies of privilege(1 ('Ius;;) 

1\l.cl'chuut<; nmi tradel'H 

Artisall fi . 

Gipsies bclOl~ging to the Rtn.tc (goIJ'gll.tilcl"cl's) 

TotAl population in families . 

At the .rate of fixe to each fll.mily, the totnl poru1a · 

tion would be 

Add to tbis-monks 

Persons without fixed domicile 

Unmd total of the popu~ation 

VOL, 1. 

~;:.! , \Ijl 

;' , 1 7!1 

:1,:l;IS 

1, ;>0; 10 

I.·Vln 

;J.I\l,4n:1 

l ,i.t7,0):1 

1,7;,) 1,1 82 

I' 
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The sgrieultuml resources of Wallachia would IJc im

mense, were there n sufficient population, and had its 

poli!:ical education reached that point which it will one 

day attain, when it will have learned that the true 

sources of prosperity ore labour and perseverance. As " 

pol'tion of the ngricultural statistics, it will perhaps not be 

without interest to give the result of the recent census 

of domestic animals , taken in 1837. It forms n startiTlg 

point which, in n few years, probably, will he Idt far behind . 
• 

DOMESTIC ANIMAl~~ . 

Hon-eli 

StttlliollB-and mnrCR 

Oxen 

Buill> . 

Cow~ 

Muk$ . 

Asscs . 

Tsigan sbeep. with fine wool 

Common sheep . 

Tsigau ewes . 

Commou ewes 

Goats. 

PiSS",. . . . 

10[l,5S:I 

310,94B 

Hi ,IJ4:.! 

280,01 j 

2~O 

708 

93,332 

704,840 

924,976 

860,096 

!H3,:J77 

345,428 

The WaJlachians bring up a race of magnificel't lind 

intelligent dogs,ro assist them in tending their fiockoi 

but' the valuable qualities of these '~iIls ~~~ly 
counwxba4nce, ·the inconveniences which ·the. ~nlim.itAd 
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propagation of the canine ra.ce produces In the cities. 

Without mentioning the m!lrtyrdom of hearing, at the 

npproach of night, the doleful howlings and angry growl

ings of the pock of' dogs which invade the streets 

perfectly unmolested, there i'S rcal . danger in findil1lj " 

oue'8~self Illonl~, nnd without the defenc(' of a good cudgd, 

'expo8t~d to become the ol~iect of fl. ChilSC, fro'm wlJich, 

even with the nimbh:~l;C"S of n sto,g, ' it would bn 

impossihle to escape in safety. The Raft~fit pInn, if YOlt 

nre nnned with fL cudgel, is, un till: fi rst d('1ll 0 1l 'S tJ'ill.inll 

of hostile intentions, to deal 11.: good sounding 1.10w 011 

the ncarest orator of the bnnd. The rOlTlnintlcr ('/lIlLillllt~ 

hn,rking, lllit do not nppl'Olleh Ilt'IU' f! llough to bik. 

To hring this long emnncmltion to n. dosr, with 'a 

fact hfwing reference also to noxious l1uimn.ls, WI) will 

remind the render thnt \VIl.ll!tChin, is ort-,r ll in\,;l.d j ~d hy 
,;, . 
ClOllds of gras!";-hoppors, IfLyin g Wll .. ..,t.c in fl. few lluul's 

the richest lan(1::.. \Vhell tllC principality is affii(;I,(~j l 

wit.h this visitation, the agricultnml population is th}'owlI 

into a state of despair, and premiums n.ro offered hy 

the government for the destruction of these devouring' 

in,sects. During our stay Ilt Bukhn,l'cst. while I. wns 

'ip" ~e closet of the minister of the int.erior, he 

"comm~nicated a report to U!';, announcing the capture, 

In ' 6n,e -district_ of >two thousand eight hundred onrl 

thiitv-one > bushels of these destnlCtivecrcatureR> 
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W hav n w r h tb ext nt f 1,11 , 

d by u during ul' t w da ' tray 1. 

th Y pr ve int I' ting, it will b du to th ntir 1 

n w d urn nt with which we w 1'8 kindly furni h 1. 

1'h P th latt l' b rvati ns may h r aft I' pro e , 
u. ful to th tud nt, wh, king in th r ,e I'd of the 

pa t th hi tory f a happy and rich nation will b , 

a t ni h d t' nd 111 0 mode tab oinnin cr, the . 
ricrin f n t nd d find influ lltiul pI' rit . u h , . 
t last, 1 th Wi.e'll which n n , an I' frain from 

nt rtaining, who have ,11 Walla hia, and b erv ,d 

1,h ] rf ct fitn [it oil for all und rtaking 

a1 ulat d to r W3Td human labour. 

t M r a ~ w hour ' rIo at F k chany we ero d 

tll , litH bri o' whi·ll pflrat d u from th M lda ian 

rritory. 



" 

----...... 

YA Y,-M L AVI.A.-m~ ' ARAB IA. 

MELAN :a LY a was tl e SP Cl:

ta 1 I r nt d by the inundat tl 

plain of rv allachia, the vall y" 

of Mol~avia, bound d in the 

distance by l' und d hills, 

neither or . ] v 1 

r ad or firmer ground. d th 

frontier, thf\n th rain r doubled in viol n , '0 that on 

arriving at th b rc of' h r th , wbi·h run ' a f w 
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v r is b yond Fok chany, w found a tOl1.'cut v ry 

difficult to 1'0 

Th r 1,h n e m th mountain which bound 

Moldavia on the west, and de ' cends to mingl it . 
wat r with thos of the BarIa1" whi h, in it turn, 

fall into th anub , b tw n rahiloff and Gal tz. 

At the am pot, the gr at branch of th G rman 

t1' am, th mOllt.hR of th PI' th, the lak of Kagoul 

and of al outch, cony rt the whol country, as .. 
far as th Bla k a, int one wm n m ·h , 

d by a hundr d riv r. Th e parall 1 tr am 

in arinbI run from tll n rth, and ar finally Jost in 

that Itt rinLh f \Vat r, plairi ,and and, which 

lfnak th na igati 11 f ih lower Danub , from Galatz 

to th 0 diffi ult. 

nt to th S l' tho It' hor 

inundat ·d t , u -h an t nt that the ppl'oa -h to tll 

brid~ of b at wa f1 odcd to a gr at hight, while tlw 

\VaL r till continu 1 ri 'ing 1'01 ill. A train of ab ut 

a hundred car , h avily lad n, and dl'awn b T ox n, had 

ah' ady r nounc d . th 1) s ag and we had to mak 

hort work of it. During tIl 'ros in~, which took u 

Flom tim n 0 narrow and un teady a bridge, a 

nmnb r of half-nak u m 11 PI' ed on eith I' side of 

our vehicle , acting a' a support to th ru. Having 

at 1· ngtll I' nch d terra firma,. W 'ere greeted b a 



YA SY.-MOLDAVIA.-BESSARABIA. 215 

dcta hmcnt of Moldavian g ndarm ri, armed with 

lane , and haded by an ofIl r; thi little Lroop 

divid d for the purpo e of c corting u , and at each 

r lay we found a fresh d tachment. Wowed this 

considerate att ntion to th recommendation which 

the e tal'ett of the Ho l')odar of Wallachia had, with 

gr at expedition, cohv) d t the capital of Mold ia. 

h day d1'agg d on. idwly, nothing °h pp ning to 

nli v n its gloomy monotony, and th arri .. go moving 
i' 

with little peed. Our guid ,in ord l' to avoid th . 

beaten road , whose slippery Ul:face would have proved 

an insurmountabl obstacle, 1 d us across the plain' 

wh 1'e we could only make our way by trampling down 

. the b autiful wild plan ,who t ms, thick and tuft -a, 

grew to the height of a man. When th fir t excit mont 

i ov r, nothing is more di h artening than a jOUl'n y of 

thi sort, in such tlnfavoUl'abl w ather. The rain, 

lik a thick cloud, pr vented our njoying any view 

of the country; our entire horizon being limited to 

ab ut fifty st ps round u. Unutterable drearine s I 

othing to div rt the ight, qut an t rnal strip of 

green, inter ected by ruts, to which the rain gay the 

appearance of miniatur canal'; and nothing to charm 

the ear, weary of sil ne , but th p ~rp tual splashing 

of the horses' £ t in th liquid mud. The post-hOll eA 

. ·tly like those in 'Vallachiu: an nclosurc 
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of brushwood, in the midst of which was erected a hut 

of a suga.r~loaf form, a species of oven, always heated in 

rainy weather, the only issue for the smoke being through 

the door. III the ' enclosure were fifty Of sixty horses, 

huddled closely together, motionless, with drooping elU'l!, 

and receiving with true })1Iilo5lophy the rain, which 

{t.!11 in st.renrns upon their l:'hilliug backs. Our roOO 

foll owed, thoug~ at ft distanee" the r,OlU'~" of the river 

Barlat, of which I have spoken already, flowing from 

rhe north in a direct line to ;mite itself to the Danube. 

Between the Barlat aud the Hrst western mounLu.iu 'S, 

Ii vast plaill extends in i l series of grecn strips; and 

itCrOS8 it allY path mn.y be chosen , according to one's fancy, 

As we Cflme uear any "illage, we occn~ionAJly met with 

weB eultivated fields; bu t. it was impo~sihlc to see 01' 

study IIllythillg properly amidst the deluge of rrun, 

which threw its own gloomy til~e over everything. 

Our station that Iliglrt was Birlatoll, chief town of the 

dist.rict, and apparently purpo. ing to become a city, if we 

judge from the large plan on which its streets are laid 

out, complete in · everything but houses and inhabi. 

tants. Birlatou -may be pictured as a huge bog 

.of clay, in which oUt horses sunk up . to their 

sWmachs! Our arrival at the porti.co of the Ispravnitzia,. 

the residence of tlw·· chiefQI' the district, wIIB a ;rellUlax 

dilieinb.a.tkitti.on. ·. The .orders ."pnceruin!! · .u;.bAvi"g; 
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roached during the absellce of thllt functiollnry , it -wns 

one of the ~ubon1inu.tes, who, with Il graciousnf!ss 

worthy of tho muster, did Ow honolll's of the house; 

i\ hospitality of wl.iicll we stoou Blud. lIJ ueed, (uter 

being so long depri"ed of botl, rest imd sleep. To sa)' 

the best 'of it, however, the eShlLlislll1wlJt (If tLe Ispl'Iwuik 

cOl1tttineu HO other l.h.: d ~ tiHl.ll two IOllg i;UJ10pies j but 

it would have ill become, trlwellt~ l's il.l ~uvli it coulltry to 

~how themselves ijtstiilious, :tnt l l.1le ilollr of f\. room ill 

which t.he greawst cletl.nlilH~ ss SIIOIl t: ,' wa." soon converted 

by us in to u very endurnble bed. 

Ou the ] nt.h of July the )o(1.:,Y d enn!!.! up, the rOUlI~ 

became h.!ss impmcticn.blc, fUlU we i' t~rrl)l'med the vario ll s 

~tngcs witll gt'Nll, Hpeed. Eyerywhere ill Moldavia. we 

met with young and ru:tive postillioHs, full of vigour nlHl 

intrepidity. l'H~se horsemen, who "il ' with each othcr in 

swiftness, are dresseu in lincn, wi th Il belt uuu (:tlP of twu 

contrasted colours. Wi th one 1U'1lI uplifted, body bent 

forward, and flowing hair, they Hover cease to sf!lld 

forth piercing cries, which they pique I.hemsel"es ln 

proiGnging to the extent of their powerful lungs. There 

are three of them; and no soon or does vue voice cease, 

tho,n the other takes '" t up, o""h of the three voices 

r.elieving the other 'in tum. These wild cries, fully 

ii'!lIi¥ale~~ 't.o the &acking of the whip, ce •• e only at tJw 

~!.'ho~.e ; ' Up .hill or d61i",'ili\I , over pl";n 0 1' through 
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ravme, they clear all at the same speed, and we had 

immense trouble to get them to stop one of our 

carriages, when, having seen somo birds at a convenient 

distance, we were prompted with a murderous intent. 

Moldavia is not .wanting in birds of prey. These 

tyrants of the air hover incc!:Isantly in search of vietims 

over the plwns overgrown with. high grass. In the 

neighbourhood of a few scattered dnmps of trees 

we met with a bird which is called the roilier : it is 

in form. like" small jay, illlll its plumage is entirely of 

" superb blue, reflecting many brilliilllt colours. 'fhi" 

Lirtl is extremely wild, 'UlU is not easily approached: 

its capture would lJU,ve cost us too much time. What 

c(msoleu us, however, for not IUlving the bird Wfl..'i, that 

we already possessed its plum!<ge. having procured it in 

Walladlia. 

The country through which we now travelled was 

incomparably more .beautiful thilll any we had seen 

passing Ulrough Wallachia. Moluuvia docs 110t present 
• 

tllb same barren and naked aspect as the }llains of 

Giowjevo. The country is not without variety; cOnd. 

though trees are only rarely met with, the ground .is 

.so clad with verdure, so abundantly wlitere.d by.springs, 

.and, above alL 80 well adapted for every. lrind of prodnce, 

th'!t .it is a .matter . of regret. spot ·so .. lAvoure~ . hy 

~e, 'sbouttt;;\9t be fertilize4 'by the laboll1' ofuian. 



YASSY.-MOLDAvrA.-BESSARAllIA. 219 

Wilen it is considered how many countries in Ew'opo 

there arc in which the Ilgriculturist has to cont<md agoinst 

the encroachments of mountain , rock, nnd marsh 1 to 

secure" soil which can only be rendered fruitful hy painful 

toil and persevering industry, it uecoIlJPs a source of deep 

rogret that such· vast regions, prepared h)' nature for the 

work of the ploughshare only, should remain halron for 

want of hands. From 'p~sth the DUIlUl;c wllters, one 

may say, nothing but a suc;cession of IlLandoneli pllLills. 

'1'lJe slreom, in the first pln.~{~ , whoso fi'cllu0lLt inundations 

overwhelm thi fi dcvastnted lalld, then Will', more krriLlc 

s~lI, and more in sensible, and ltlstly, oppression, more 

odious thnll war itself, have brought ruin to these COllll

t.rim;. Hence is it, tha.t such excellent germs of prl1f:.

pcrity have boon hitherto miseralll), blighted. As you 

imverse these ueserts , where ncit1lcr ploughed laud 

nor crops are seCl~, you nre tempted to pity the people 

who dwell on such 0. soil, and tu wontler (rom whut 

sow-co they draw their subsistence. Nevertheless, tlte 

inhabitants of Wallnchia and of Moldavia find tlicil' 

hllhestamply sufficient for tbe supply of all their wants, 

and frequently beyond them; for the population is so 

scanty that many of the lands must remoin waste. When 

,thisCOllntry shall bave lnbourers to make it bear, and 

·men to ;6qnsume its produce, then, only, will cultivu~ 

tion ,cS'ru'il,.d 'itself and fertilize this ,'as!. territor.y, which 
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for so many ecnturies has not felt the ploughshare. 

From this sourcc would u.rise many other brunches of 

industry. In the present day, when the legal regnlations 

of the principalities hold out protection to all modes of 

existence, and to ,all produ cers, !:lome good colouies of 

H{,rricuIturists would prove 1111 essential benefit to Moldavia. 

The new system of orgllni7,!ltion~ which eonfcrs the same 

rights on emigrauts as OIl N Il.tl Vf·S , excep t. those of lI. 

political no.ture, whiclJ ('.1111 be purchased on certain 

conditions only, appeared to us wcll calculated to 

encourage flutel'pri!-)('s tending to further the future 

welfare and prosperity of t.hese I £Lllus. The ehief obstncle 

to the !tgricnltul'111 progre~g of this eOllntJ,), will bl~ fOllnd, 

uJO$t decidedly, ill the wretched condition of the ronds, 

and in the diffieulty of remedying this eviL 

t.hllt. leagues are travelled over without 

COllsidering 

a sign of 

the sinallest pebble, the construction ~f roads, solid and 

firm in all seasons, is no easy ma.tter. So lung tiS dry 

,,:eather continues, nothing checks the communications, 

wliich are as rapid as they are active. The plain is Wide, 

and open for all to choose a pathway. The carOl"';, 

carried away by the swiftness . of their horses, cross it in . 

.. direct line, whilst the heavy waggons with their oxen ' 

file off in · long trains npon a more secute arid! 

already beaten road ·:let ··but a few showers,however,1alr .. ' . 
upon "it, ·the ., boggy earth; 80 · deep and · rich; :beootneli" 
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suddenly liquifinil, awl the grent.rst lightncRs anll ( ~(':h:~ l'il ~y 

are necessary to get over the surface. No cql.lipu.g!~ 

of n moderate weight Cllll have n ehRllCC of moving but 

at an extremely slow pace. 

We were, meanwhil e, appJ'oac11ing tIle cfll'ital of 

Moldavia. We not. onl)' cleared tlw lns t two sf,ages 

with wonderful spceq, Lut t,lI C htll'llC'ssing of our llOl'!':l('s 

was now performed. with fl,l h.n ·ellouH ('xpcll"itibn-thanks 
, 

to a cOUlicr who went in cstn.fr.tte bd'ol'l~ us , and \vhose 

ll.uthorit~f seemed to tommrthtl 11.U?ut hilll 11. H"I',Y unnsuul 

deb'Tee of activity. Our t ~yes HOW feaste(l nt last OB H. 

lofty mountain , W}IOSC ssw}} soil aboulHled wit.h belt,utiflll 

trees; and IlS we Wel,(' ascending with much toil , a SUll'lll 

burst impetuously OYt~ l' us. From th e summit of tlJfr; 

mountain 'Yassy could be disl:oyen·d ill the plnill bCl1t'fLtlt , 

IlS yet u1)vf'-ih",d by tIlf' gn,t,lieriug douds, and lit up by 

n. sunbeam. Thl.' H~pcct or t.llis town from nfnf is "cry 

agreeable, !:iitu/l.tt~d as it is ill LheplIJin , amI Sl1l'l'tHIlHled hy 

verdant hillocks. Ynssy o{~cupi('s n, In.rge spacl.', witl l its 

white houses in t11e midst of gflnlcllH , its shiuin g spires 

an~ :. , high buildings with green roofs, Tlw storm wag 

still , raging furiously duril~g (lUI' slow and perilous 

descent, and throughout Ollr last stllge, unti l lvn ent.ered 

Y,assy, which, we found ill II. state of inundation. An 

esqort .. of twelve horsemen ftwRited us at t.he gate of 

~e ",p~»itai, -l'"d we ' made our cutr)' \'y " long street 
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rudely paved with tnick planks. The water m this 

street was a foot deep; but the shops are, with 0. view 

to this , prudently mised above tlw groull(l by st.eps or 

a raised footway. The doors imd windows were thronged 

with an inquisitive crowd, principally .lews. These . 
worthy merchants thought themselves bound respectfully 

to SllhltC our eqUipages, streaming with )'fun and 

mud. It . ~'as it question .. whether we owed this 

generu.1 llolit.encss to our escort, bearing witness to 

the honourable Ilttenti911s of' the Ho~polln.r; or whether 

theBe good Israelites, seeing the extent of our part.y, 

hailed in us a fortuDntc R.rrivn.l, from which some 

profit might. be dmwn. 

, After crossing l11llny strect.'5 , which in truth wer~ HO 

many running ~t.renms, we f.ll"riYCll itt lengt.h n.t t.1w 

hotel of St. Petershurg. where we nwt with ('ycry proof of 

the most. obligillg consideration. Several ofiiecrs rCf:civeit 

U~; a guard of gendarmes was pln.ceJ n.t, our di8pm;nl , 

to keep wateh over our e.mages. Added to this, a 

visit from tho' Aga himself, in his rich oriental ·cos· 

tume, offering Ug his service~, proyed that at Yu.ssy, as :at 

Bukharest, we were protect.ed by the most hospitable 

kindness. The sumptuous style of the hotel we now 

occupied was more than · 11 eedful for its purposes; . bat 

. with -a.I1 tho grlUldeur and splendid l\lTangemellf. of '!A\ll 

rooms, and the paintings · which so profusely ·CO"ier:thair. 
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walls, it offers none of the requisites for repmfmg 

the fatigues and disorder of a long joumey. In 

these fiue saloons, we had no other bed tlum a billionl 

table, which fen to the lot of fonr of our pfll"t.y; the rest. 

had to put up with couches scantily. furnished wit.h 

straw. No accessory comforts alleviated the hardships 

of this t.ruly Sparbtn enca.mpment,. On bohohling 

the handsome uniforms ,M ma.ny of Our IJllmerOUS . 
circle occupying this saloon,. it. might have pns!;cd for part 

of a palace; and one would \:erlnillly HeVer ha\'c sU8pect.ed 

that its occupants w('re vninly pining for tht3 llc(;essflrie~ 

which the humblest t.mveller meets with ill the mO!-lt 

miserable village inn. Neycrthe1ess, W(~ wen: 80011 

. ' doing the honours of this splendid mi"l")' to the higl""t 

illllividuals of the toWIl of Yassy. While still in til<' 

thorough disorder of n recent arri,'nl, we were vjBit.ed by 

the Prince Soutzo, logothetes of the Interior, whose 

talents and distinguished manners tu'C justly appreciated 

in Moldavia. During the few moments I IV •• ' able til 

converse with this high functionary, I gathered froID him 

so much information on the condition of the country,· 

that I would not allow him .to go, until he had promised 

to forward to me authentic documents of the lICtUnl 

po~ition of affairs in Moldavia, compared with tlw 

prewUB .o~der of things terminated by tile treaty of .. . 
A.drianople.;,. These valuable notes wcre effectually 
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Hent to me) with 11, punl~t ,ualit,y and liberality dl~servillg 

my 81llCCre g:ratitudt~. The extract which I have 

inserted fUl'th er (Ill was curtailed wit.h regret, to meet the 

proportions of our ehapter~; nc\'erthelp,~~ it presents an 

exact sUl1lmnry of th o regulatioll~ of this prillcipality 

nuder its two diflernnt phases :-tllc tyranny of the 

~ubaJtern ftgents of th~ Por/,c , alld the emaneipatiol1 

beneath the prnt.f~ ( ·t.i1Jg sJ lieht flf enlightR.1H'd ] fl,WS R.nd 

g'oVcruor8. 

Eru'ly on tht'! morrow, .July 201.11 ) W(~ pll.id A. visit t.o the 

Hospodnr, 01' SoYCreigll nf l\fnldll.via. Prinee St,ourrlzll'~ 

who OWf~~ 11is t!milleut pos it.ion t.o I' li:·ct.ioll) is t.he first 

who waS c.allod 1.0 eXI\l'(~ i s(~ 1')oV('J"oignty by virtue of tlw. 

lWW ol'gauisntjon , and t,n put in to }lmetice the laws of 

government xo happily ol"iginfl1.Nl hy Gem. Count Ki.sseld[ 

The dwelling of t.ht~ Hlls}lotlal' is not. an imposing 

building. T)le aneien!. 1',,1 a<:.. , destroy",l 11\ 1827hy 

11. drcanful tire, whidl burnt down two-thirds of the town, 

covers with its l:uins ~I long bill which commands 

Yassy. In tlw ab;;: (~n('.e of any architectural beauties, 

"the sovereign surrounds himself with military display,. 

and the palace is guarded by numerO~H, sentinels. We. 

met with the kindest reception from the prince j :and 

pipes having been ,introduced, tho indispensable .: pre

liroin""Y of evary interview winch tbe Hospod.r infundl!' 
. . .. , 

to prol~ng. a .convers.a.tion 'lIlsued, . ,in which,.:Prmq 
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Stourdza exhibited a considerable command of langungc, 

and an uncommon degree of instruction. The present 

condition of the regenerated prineipali tics, tho wo~king 

of the regulative government, ns the present form of 

administration is called, the rcmark a.b l~ progress nlrend)' 

observable in the public welfnrc, Ilnd the cxmtions yet to 

be made in order to it.ttuill the desireJ stntc of pros

perity, were tho topies t.o~ol lcd upon in oHio confl~rcnc(\ 

which proved extremely instl'ueLivr. t.o us as strnngcrs. 

The prince manifested, morc 'than once, sentiments of the 

d~pest ~evot.ion" to his people, whom he sees, with 

smcero sorrow, still !-mhjoctcd to an annnal t.ribu1p

exacted from the' principnlity by Turkey, If the Pori"" 

he said, should ever consen t to liberate Moldn.vin. from' 

this heavy' burden, he would be prepared to 81lcrifice hi !" 

own fortune in order to expedite t.lw o.tlvnn cemcnt of 

this wretched people, whose suflcrings have been :;::0 

prolonged. Assuredly, such intclltions am as "l101101-11blc 

as they are rare, and presage a better future for thi" 

people, The HORpodar devotes himself with activity 

and , perseverance to public busin ess, nnd although his 

health is not always adequate to the 1101,10 ta.k he has 

, -undertaken, he still perseveres with courage in fulfillin g 

the ardnous misBion which the election of his follow. 

·oo)intrymen has im'posed upon him, The personal nppear. 

-- Iui!'6:':,,,6the~hce - manifests the effects of hi" phy"io)ll 

',f.6,L,o ,"'1/ 
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sufferings, kept under by the determination of his cha

fftCter; scarcely forty years of ago, he yet bears in his 
'. 

countenance the traces of his heavy cares. The HospodOl' 

is married to a-Greek princos~ of Constantinople, and is 

the father of t'Yo sons, who are being educated at 

Berlin. 

We intended to stay so short. It time at. Y,,,sy, that 

we scarcely rind the opportullitr of f f'; j·.('.lving all the visit~ 

we were honoured with. 

Prince Stollnlzll, however, WilS 1\11111 enough to come 

in person ro our own hotel; anu dunrtg our !:iojourn, ~:e 
were overwhelme(l with every mar]{ of kindness itnd atten~ 

tion; to snch an ext.ent, that our meals were more than 

'once enlivened by the Hungarian band of' the mining 

COl-pg. The frugality of our fare waB in accorJance with 

t.he mles of the most rigorous diet, for it might 110t 

be that the luxury of our entertainments should war 

with ' the simplicity of the furniture. 

We were close to the RUBsj,m frontier, and we knew 

that in. crossing it, we could not esca.pe quarantine., 

Fourteen days is the prescribed period: as, however, n. 

fate one cannot avoid should be borne with good grace, 

we unanimously resolVed tD enter the laZaretto within 

the shortest poSsible time. . The twenty-firstwas:at·once 

ft"ed, for ·· the accomplisbment of this iildispeo'""ble ~:'8Ijd: 
philanthropic incarcemtioll. W. had; . theref"t~~·': 'onIy1A: 
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few .hours to dispose of, to gRin 1111 ideA, of tile l\toldn.vi"" 

capital. Yassy, as before said, covers a considerflble 
" 

space with its streets nlHl houses, abounding 111 

gardens to a great.er extent even thff!l Bukluu'est. The 

general apl)carnnce of this city iR pk~sing; the modenl 

constructions recommeml themselv es by tlH:'il' tasteful 

Rtyle aml c1(~a.n cxteriOl\ Hot exbihited by allY of t,ll{! mOl'\' 

an(\iont lJUildings. SJn1C .of tlw stl'C't'1,s hrc wi(l l) fUl tl 

Jong, nnd in certain qUiLrtc]'~ Il. pllv\".nwnl. hl)o.; llt !l~ ll sull. 

l'ltituted for the expen:.j,-e 'flud nn{·omf!.l1tll.bh· lJormling 

with which the public road Wits form erly co \'{' n~ (l. lh'ro, 

n.s in vVal191:hia, the scarcity of mat erial renders it ailllof.lt 

impossible to build mOllument.s of n.ny importnnc(\ ; 111111 

yet Ynssy possesses f!ev eml remaJ'kilble ehl1rebt~5 . aud 

some houses belongin g to rich J~()'yfLnls , which pre:-;tQlt 

the apvennlnee of complete mfLnRion ~. ill ~('rft~(·t o)"dl' l". 

'l~lC external a.spect of this eity ofl'eJ's mndl fewer tmce:{ 

of the orient...'ll style than that of Bllklulrest. 'i'rne, t,llt' 

fire in 182g, by destroying the "neicnt edifi"es, mild" 

way for modem nrchitectul'e, which ill its f()fmS hns 

adopted the style prevalent in the neighbouring cities 

of New, Russia. This capitl~ had sCBredy risen from . 

,ilB ashes, when, in 182g , it was desulated by contAgious 

;d,iseaae. Two yeaxs after, the cholera, that horrible rival 

'9r~;plagu~, fell upon Yassy, decimating its population; 

;~,. Y\lt··~Il, vil"'lunder these tlying circumstances, amidst 
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death ana destruction, that the seeds of political and 

social regeneration were emplanwd in the Moldavian soil. 

But· when such obstacles have been overcome, · to what 

glory is not the conqueror entitled I and when we see 

this Bourishing tol"n, with its streets daily growing more 

numerous, filled with intelligent and busy traders, we 

camiot. f.il to feel gratitude and respect for the author 

of 60 many benefits. 

The principal street in this city is · inhabited by a tribe 

of merchants, money-changers, brokers, and business 

I!eople of all sorts- all children of Israel. These 

indefatigable traders are at Y assy, what they are every

where else, illsemlible to insult, and ardent in the pursuit 

of gain. In the ancient portion of the street a gallery, 

supported by slight wooden pillars, serves to shelter the 

shops; here I wo sec the .rows, seated at the threshold of 

their doors, eyeing wistfully the passing customer, nild 

chinking a harillul of rubles, to announce their vocation 

of money ·changers. Stuffs, woollen goods, and German 

and English hardware, furnish the shelves of these shops; 

and, strange to say, a French library ;and reading-roo,!" 

have somehow stray~d beneath this colonnade, so entirel.Y 

~urped by the ,commerce of Israel. , Yassy ,is ::not 
rich. in churches, like Bukharest; whether it be Ql(I;ing 

, • '. > • 

. tQthr fuci th,~ .~e .boyards of .ncie!'ttitl)ql!)'~ '~11\'" 

.iUdeed. 1.0 'atoM' for. than I.ho •• , .of W .. IIscluA. ,ar '.l1X'!!l 
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a deficiency of faith! the capitnl of Moldavia does not 

reckon a large number of religious edifices j hOWCV(;f) 

among those it does possess, there is one of remarkable 

elegance, and altogether too curious a monument to 

be passed ovcr by the travellcr. ,According to the 

custom of the country, it is surrounded by a spacious 
• 

monastery, formerly fortified , and dedicated to three , . 
saints-St. Basil, St. JOhll Chrysostom, and St. Gregory 

the Theosophist. The church is constructed of fine . 
stone, and surmounted by two slender turrets ; the entire 

face of thc edifice is studded with arabcsques, scnlp

tured in relief upon coeh layer of stones, and admirably 

varied. Its nWTOW windows scarcely allow n few feeble 

gleams of light to penetrate into the interior, where they 

struggle for mastery with the sacrcd lamps burning night 

and day beneath the arches ';,f its threc naves, The 

gloomy walls of the sanctuary ro'e covercd with frescocs, 

remarkably primitive in style. This rich chapel, which was 
• 

foul)ded by the VO'ievodo Basil, about the yenr lC22, was 

once entirely gilt in the interior; but in the time of the 

"Ta.tar. lind . barbarian incursions, it was three times 

subJected to fire and pillage; added to wbich, in 1802, an 

ee.rtbqualce , reduced it almost entirely t{) ruins. The 

church of the 'three saints, Tresphetitili, as it is called in 

,Y$y; for¢~rly possessed a valQllble treasure, some relics 

~6tt:jy~bh';a.'r~ ' Still extant., One of the mo.t curious of 
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these 18, .without gainsay, the colle~tion of pictures em

b,'oidercd hy the Prill cess l11eodosia, the wife of Basil, 

the pious fuunJer of the church . Am011g these works, 

execut.ed witli wonderful perfectiun, is it portrait, the size 

of lif", of tlJO princess herself, the skilful artist who has 

tJmHyn su life-like III I air over these pictures wrought in 
• 

gold, silk runl vclvr.t. Next to her is her Ron, the n.l"Bt-

born of her twenty-seve n children. The Boyard costume 

which appears in this naif performance is much more akin 
, 

to the Hungarian dress than the oriental. \Vithin the 

rich bnHilir.a of LI1is e1mrch, the portrait of the voJcvude 

was funrwrly prcst:rved, but was removed by nu ulIlmown 

hand twenty Y(:l1.rx ugo; if, lIOWeVf'.l', tl!ls portrrut of Prince 

13asnl. owillg to itl:) intrinsic vulue, fell a victim to an 

impiou8 tI!lef, t,lWl'C fortunately still remains intact fl. 

frcst.:o~ upon which the "features of the volevode mtt.y 

be eoutcIlll'lated in tlie lllidst of one of his most tri

umphaut acts of' devotion--when, his church being 
• 

finished, he holds up the whole building in his left 

hand, presenting it to 

theiT 

its tlU"ee patrons, who "are , 

blessings from the arch or showering ~own 

Heaven. Nor is this all; the temple once completed, 

Basil, in the 'ardour of his Christian zeol, resolved to 

sanctify it Q second time, 1<'or a long ,period, the ' reliC!! 

of ,San Venerandahadbeen in the profane pos~ssio~:.\if. 
the Tur~s; but ' Basil found. the ,;nean&' ' ~f ' ~~i!in(jg 



YASSY .-MOI .. DA VIA.-I3ESS!dUIlU . .231 

them from the hands of the iufidels, and tiles/.: ycuertlted 

remains were brought ill triumph into Christian laud; 

the Sultan himself coudescending to cseol't them to 

the confines of the empire. Such, at least, is the pious 

legend illustrated by a painting in two compartments, 

hanging abo"e the remarkably splendid shrine in 

which the relics are exposed to the faithful. 

What more can be .,uli ' of Yassy, where we passed . 
so few and such fleetiug hOllrs! It did not bcfnl us, 

as in Dukharest, to be pl'l.!scnt at any of thosc privatc 

·rcuniom, ill which the true charn.ct.t ~r of 0. 8ocit ~ty may 

he seized ill the fi'eedoUl of genoral intemuun;c. As 

far as we could judge from t.he persons who honoured us 

with visits, knowledge IlIlU education IU'C not despised 

among them. The college, at.tended by young people of 

good family, is daily progressing. There W'e three 

printing establishments in Ynssy, employing elm'en 

presses, three of which are applied .to the printing of 

Russian, French, and modern Greek. Wit.hin tho I .. , t few 

years, a society of natural philosophy wld medical science 

has peen established, and its labours ha"e already pro-. . 
duced a favourable effect on the mteJlcctual advancement 

of the Pllblic. And, as though it had been generally con· 

certed to show us e"ery mark of kindness and attention, 

this learned society, taking into consideration the scicntific 
. . .'. ,: ,:' J . 
oli.iect of 'Ollf< expedition, did us the hOD our to present my 
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companions nnd myself with diplomas of foreign associ..tes. 

A zoological collection, as yet not much advanced, is the .. 
object of the enlightened attention of the Government; 

and it is proposod to add to it a menngerie, so that theee 

is every hope that Yassy will ill a few years furnish' its 
• 

eontiogent to the great scientillc association of Europe, 

and devote itself in turu to those noble studies which 

find in the countries of the East a subject of daily 

growing interest. 

But we had soon taken l~ave of tJjis city; and after 

ha'iillg crossed several steep hills, we perceived tho 

sinuous eOlU'Se of the Pruth, and the twofold village of 

Skonlalli-one Moldavian, the other Russian-divided 

iato two by the st.ream, which now separates the prin

eipulity from the territories of the empire. In this very 

spot, a few years since, was enacted a scene as touching 

as it was solomn: an entire people escorted General 

Kisselelf, amidst their blessings, back to tJlC confines 

of Moldavia, of which he had been the gnardian and 

saviour .. When the temporary president left the M<>ldsvian 

shore, he was followed by farewell benedictions, mingled 
• 

with ... tears; nor conld be, as be gazed for the last time 

on· the oountry wbose welfare he' had epsured, l'<lli:ain 
fr<>m .weeping. " ·Preciona tears were those! . sp~g 

trom. an" honest · and devoted .. heart ;-touehiJ>g ;. 

okilie.: ,soldier aud the legislator, ; ,to .. the .. eg~:.u!,i,i,tf 
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adoption, which he had .er~ed with his arm and with 

his counsels I 

The authorities directing the quarantine had been 

apprised beforehand of our appl'O!Wh, and had prepllred 

lodgings for us in the most inelancholy of Inzarettos . 
• 

The sanitary establishment of Skoulani occupies a large 

space, on a low and damp tr"".t, the level of which barely 

rises above that of the. waters of tho Pruth, flowing 

at no great distanco from its walls. At the least l"lSe 

In the waters, the qum-nntinc is inundoted; and 

this had occurred a very few days before our arrival. 

Nine small buildings of clay, covered with cane, compose 

this lazarotto; they are ranged round a spacious court

yard, in which a few cherry trees have been planted. 

Each house has a separate enclosure; and the entrance 

is secured by a gate, made of planks: here the carriages 

are left in the open air, the horses remaining also wiUlOut 

shelter. The houses consist only of one fioor, which is 

damp and sandy; they arc divided into two or three 

smill apartments, and are under the inspection of a 

keeper, an old soldier. We wero quartered in three of 
. - . 

these dens; and each resigned himself, lIS best he could, 

to ·this hermit-Uko discipline. 

:Nothing is more ·favourable than this life of solitude, 

or ' l'IIth!'1". ~d tedium, to labours which require some 

Il!>itce.u~ ·of mind. Accordingly, it WIIS impossible 
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any of us could be better · disposed for study; and we 

began to collect together our notes. The result of these 

labours, it appeared to me, would be most fittingly intro

duced at the time when we were leaving Moldavia, and 

entering the terri\ory of the empire. Let us give a 

glance, therefore, at tIle country we have left behind; at 

it" histolY, its condition-past, present, and (what shall 

prevent it?) to come. 

The early history of Moldavia is linked in the closest 

·manner \vith that of Wollacllia, of which a few words 

were said in the foregoing chapter. Scythian, Sarmatian, 

Do.cian, Homan , Barbarian, aTHi lastly, Slavonian, by 
turns, Moldavia long shared the fate of the neighbouring 

pl'OVlDce. For a long time forming but one body, they 

did not become twin sisters until the twelfth· century. 

It will be remembered that a number of Tatar hordes, 

obedient to no law save pillage and devastation, had 

descended upon these. countries, whose inhabitants had 

emigrated in tJlOusands to Hungary, leaving the soil in the 

hands of the. depredators. Two large colonies were 

formed by the fugitives, at Fagaratch, and at Maroaroch_ 
• 

The first was composed of the people who afterwards 

formed Wallac)li.; the second consisted of emigrants 

from . the <lastern portion of the country, who subseq\lently 

.became ,. Mold.vionB. When the torrent of l'!J.t$rs;: -.. . . ."., .. ,," 
.sweeping over the principalities, had oonveli1ldth·Il/Il ··~ti), 
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a wilderness, they withdrew, and left the wasted Helds at, 

the disposal of their former possessors. TheB(~ , lJowe\'er. 

would never have contemplated returning to their lost 

country, had not it fresh invasion, directed this time 

upon Hungary , .driven them from. tlleir settlements. 

natou-Khan and his Tutul's, 11 !1ving fallen upon this 

kingdom, the dismayed colonists bethought them of tlwir 
, . 

native lalld-the mountaills of their fOl'cfat,twl's ; null 

thither they hent. their steps. Wbil" HodDlf t.he mack 

led back the settlers of Fagnratch into \Valluehitt, Bogdan, 

"chief of the settlement at lYfamaroch, dil'ccteJ his uUl.relt 

t.o the eountry adjoining the Pruth; und Loth takillg tbe 

title of vO"ievode, which th ey subm~ttcd to tlIB suzerainty 

of Hungary-following a policy commonly adopt.ed by the 

oPllressed-founded the two stait.:s, wl,ielJ since then hu\'o 

almost nlwnys remained sr,pu:rate one from the other: 

About this period , :Moldl1via receivrd it.s nQHW from 

the river which flows tllrough it-the l\101dttu: subsea 

quently I it was t.l.h;o designated by the nome of l1ogdnnia, 

in memory of Bogdan, its founder; and even to this day 

it is thus called by the Turks. 

Foi' a long time the ·prineipalitics struggled-now 

against Hungary, whose . suzerainty weighed heavily 

sometiihes on certain adventurous vOievodes; now 

agruhstthJ Por~, 
.~ " " ~ 

t'litljr ''ii!\1igltation, 
w~hOAe increasing pretensjons roused 

·But when, in 1526, the oelebrated 
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battle of Moh""s delivered Hungary to the Mussulmait 

yoke, Moldavia, enveloped in the same disaster, became 

tributary to tl,e Sultan, and was forced into a treaty 

similar to that by which Wall""hia was bonnd. 

Towards the em) of the sixteenth century, Moldavia, 

freed for a while from tho dominion of the Porte, fell 

beneath thc. oppressive hand of Sigismund of Tran· 

sylvania. This prince, then' vowerful and formidable, 

appointed vOlevodes, and levied tributes, But Moldavia 

ivas soon forced to bend once' more beneath the yoke of 

the Sultan, who punished her imprudent rebellion by 

exactions more extortionate than before. From this 

date commenced, for bolh the principalities, an era of 

iJ1\lolence, wlCertainty and discouragement, Although 

the vO"ievodes continued to be named by the boyards 

with a vain form of election, it was in reality by the 

Divan of Constantinople that these princes, the obedient 

vfi!lsals of the Porte, were chosen, and frequentJy, at its 

caprice, deprived of' power and of life. This state of 

tllings long continued to prevail, and it was not till 'n 

comparatively recent p;riod that a vOlevode of Wallncliiii; 

Bessarab, a ' man of enterprise, but wanting in cotiragii 
and perseverance, formed a league with AnBtriain the' 
first instanoe, and. subsequently with Rnssia; . With 'tIie: 
object of making 'war on the TurKs. 'BesSl!l'lib;e~ 
futJie 'ven~eailile Of the Sultan,wae '6n tiJil,)pi;iit& 
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being drawn into a snare by R volevod. or' Moldavia 

whom the Divan had sent to YasRY Oil a. mission of 

death, when it fell out that this ' vOlevode himself, by , 
name Demetrius Cantimir, followed the example of 

Bessarab, nud even exceeded it j for, less irresolute than , 
that prince, he delivered up thc capital of' Moldavia to 

Peter the Great. This might, perhaps, have proved a 

decisive blow to the' Otto,.nan power, but'the nussians 
, 

~rc obliged to desist from their designs, Dcssarah, 

by a fresh act of treasori; suddenly yielded submission 

to the Sultan, and, as we had occasion to mentjon else

where, forfeited his life to his ill-timed wavering. 1'110 

other voievode had foulld time to fiy from the fate wlli"h 

awaited him, and had sought a refnge in Russia, 

From 'this time, Moldavia shared in every respect tile 

destiny of thc neighbouring principality, In common 

with Wallachia, and to a greater extent perhaps, she was 

exposed to the oppression of Turkey, and to thc ill

usage 'of its pashas. Subsequently, to the end of the 

last ,century, however, the protection of Russia effected 

by, degrees some amendment of this deplorable state of 

'thi!lgs- Each new treaty , signed by our Empire with ,. . 

the J,>orte en,Bured some fresh guarantee favourabl" to the 

Q9l'\di/.ion of the , principalities, 

I:l!l:,,prllflj'eBB WAS sklw, it is true; for it was dependent 
_':f~,."', _ }., ! ' ,.I. . 

01!:" I!~;.,evehtB, ),nd impeded by misadventures of 
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every kind which several times threw the question back 

to its original conditions. But notwitbstanding so many 

calamities; despite the fatal insUl:rection of Ypsilanti, who 

had taken up anns in t.he. very church of the Tres

phetitili, which we, have described-un insurrection the 

consequences of w~ich were incalculably fatal to Mol: 

davia-there WflB yet a sensible ameliorntioll up to the 

Treat.y of Adl'ianople, which gave a deciderl impulse to 

Lhe present. and future improvement. of these eonntries, 

" That ~lo1dn\'i[l. was previo'~s to this epoeh , nnd what 

she is in the present day under her new legitimate 

government--such IS the interesting pieture whic1J the 

useful documents I have mentioned cnllhle me to 

t;ftcc. 

Long hefore the crnnplllgn of 1822 , Moldllvia WI\S still 

~uhjp.ct to a system of rule in which nothing was 

regular, nothing stable, and which exhibited the reckless

ness and rapacity ever accompanying un ill~establishcd 

government. The unavoidablo .ascendancy of the suzerain 

power, Ilnd the influence of the neighbouring pashas 

manifested themselveS" through the vain forms of , ' /1 

Christian administration. Moldavia was bound' to supply' 

the c'll'ital of the Ottoman Empire with timber · for 

building purposes, live stock and corn, at prices ",little 

better ;'~h8.1l arbitrary. . It was the mllBter himSjllk",itO 

$\tad ·;beforehand ',' at ., ,wbat price these ;, .• Olltrib.uti~,; 
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should be supplied, and· having once fixed 'ti,e pncc 

according to its gracious pleasure nno rapacity, the Porte 

let loose its commissaries, who forcibly purchased all the 

merchandise subject to the tariff. 

The maintenance of order in the interior WfiS confided 
• 

to the Turkish gUlll'ds (bechli' ) stationed in all the towns, 

to the great injury of the unfortunate people wlJOm tlley 

were supposed to protect,. IThe fortresses occupied ·hy 

the Ottoman garrisons 0'; the left bank of· the Danube, 

exercised tlJl~ir influence exclusively over R. more Or less 

extended a circle\ and overwhelmed the inhahitants with 

their extortions. The internal goven1n10nt was ;-llli.matod 

by no principles of protection and guardianship ; n teUJ~ 

porary Hospodar, foreign to the maDners and uRUgC8 pf 

the country \ ruled it according to his gracious pl cfI."iun:. 

The necessity of propitiating. hy numerous presents. t.hn 

good-will of the Porte, and of its pashas, and the 

uncertain tenure of their power, imposed upon thc~c 

princes the necessity of taking every possible advantage. 

of · their ephemeral authority. It is astonishing, UmL 

even under the degrading influence of such a I)osition , 

they shonld from time to time have founded the few 

durable·· institntions which honour the melliory ~f some 

·among. them. But with the exception of these rnre 

benefits, tlJeir absolute authority was only tempered by 

· ;the]:p~Wip!ltion " of tl)e boyards in public all'airs, an 

~~~;:t .~~nterpoj';", . for these almost always, for the 


