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sake of a share in the disorderly largesses of th e prm"" 
made themselves the docile teols of his will. 

The form of the government was os fo.nows :-A vestiar, 

or ,minister of finances, united the finnncial depnrtmcnt 

with the administration of the interior; n postelnieh , 
was charged witi. the relations with the eOllsuls, the 

pashas ana. the Porte; two, governors, placed over 
• 

each district, 'exercisp.d the o,.dminist.l'D.tivc, judicial and 
, 

executive fun-dions. Law suits were decided in nppcnl 

by the Assembly of IJoyards, frequently presided over 

by Lhc prince, but observing no fomls of proceeding. 

Moreover, there WitS nothill g to ;·prcvent. ench suit being 

continun11y renewed with c·very successive Hospodnr. The 

expeditious mode adopted in settling all affairs, whether 

administrative or judieial, was fettered by no special rules 

Qf formalities; nnd, properly spcal<ii1g, there existed 

neither nrcllives, roco1';l.s, nor exchequer. Vexatious im~ 

jlosts abounued under a thousand preLcxts. The tetal 

amount of the poll tax was first assessed to CflCh district, 

according to its .populat,ion; and afterwards th~ governoTs 

of each distJ.iet could subdivide it in what proportion tltey 

ehoee among thoeommunes. 

A second direct impost, under the name of TassouTs,SUp. 
, . . , 

plied the emolumen~ of the servants of· the government. 

'I'heinhahitants were, moreover, subjected to indU;~ taJI"'t 
uJl(it\r the ilesignntoin of ra88ou~ i ~these .'ver~ " ~l'esO!i. 
bee.hives. sheep, pigs,tebacco .. anll ~neyard~. : (1lUri~gK 
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weights and moasures and distilleries were also subject to 

specia.! taxes; and besides this, as though in mockery of 
• 

the groaning t.ax.]JUy~rsl several localities were subje~t to 

certain exceptionnl dues, confirmed if not justified by time. 

The following tables will give an ide.a of the financial 

position of tho country at this disastrous period. 

REVENu.E A~D EXPENDITVJ'tE OF THE l'RI~dIpALITY 
OF MOLDA YIA • 

• For the YCRr J82 i . hc1 fuT(~ the entering of th.., l\.ussinn.tr()(lIIS . 

JtBn~sur.. 

Iml)08t on vilb:;~'rs .. 
On m:uil~ IUld rQUl} ' 

tnchc.<; .• .. • • . ... . . 

l'llU tre~ . A~p. 

984,38r. 00 

On IIhopll /lnd tllverns ,. 
13,H! ~, 

112,0(){l .. 
On pl\tcnts. ' . .. ..... . .. 
Oil ti,,·crn. kccpcrs. ••. ] !::I,I O!) 

llO'IPts of tJlC vestinry 38,11% .. 
F oreigners' Pn.t~nts .. la,OH .. 

1,2!JG,OHl (,0 

Estimated rCVC:llue of 
sal t mines.. .. . . .... 212,OGO 

Revenue of tho diBl.l'iet 
of notoehani, roccived 
by the prinoees .. . . 

Rauou.ra .. .• .... ~ ••.. 
Eatimat¢ rovenue from 

the POIIt establish. 

lU~tB ••. , .. • .•.•. 

Dilty on aheep, 81,906 
Do. on hive. 

66,8(}O 

741,820 

300,739 

aQ~,pigI •. .. 87.i10 
Do. an vinca.: 300,000 768,llO 

Cua~ .' .. , """?60 
' 1lU!o1 ""dU· ' 

.. 
87 

.. 

' ~-=" " ~l,o 'l - :J .'. •• --/.,'0: 

'-3~;3:-:: .. :-.U=8 ' '/..7 , 
f .@ 

~, 
~:,:.r. 

L I'.XPENlHTUUl;. 

Pnrt of illlilost pllicl 

yearly tv thl' fnS~()ltt 

funcI 

Revenue of llotochani 
received hy tho 
prim:c8~ . M,I:IOfl 

Arrcnrll 'Of r('venne, 

(,nilcd gragediku,frurn 

tho year IR27, dis. 
covered and paid after 
tho cntry of the ltU t; · 

Hinn troops . . , . . .. . '1-0,2,, 7 
SullU'ics paid hy the 

rll8llour fund .•.... . . 1,07!l.1J1}l 

For tho POllt .. . :lOO,n'J 

Money given by com· 
mand of the prince, 
according to orders ~' 

signed by him. viz., 
aurplw II,ppropriat.od 
by the prinC<', or ac· 
e01'<.lin! to his orden 1,863,263 

3,8f16,/ili8 

RI 

S9 
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DUES EXA<rrED }'ROM. EACH VILLAGER, UP TO 1827. 
Pluto ... . p • . 

Impost paid quarterly., ... ... , . ... , ... ,... J2 " 
Rassours ... .. ......... , ...... , ...... , .. 40 GO 
Tu for the maintenance of poat housel .. ,.. .. 4 .. 
Oragedika antI f8810umau .•.• ,., .. , ..... , 7 {l0 
Expended for l)cnaltics called tribotee .. ,." 8 " 
FOfcedJ.ahour, estimated "alnc of ....... ... 40 " 

78 30 

The ('.OlH;~CUOll of taxes so l~olUplicated gave rise, it 

may be easily believed, to a multitude df abuses; as 
, 

the produoe of the imposts was paid into the prince'. 

treasury, who rendered account of it to no onc. Moreover, . . 
the peasa.nt was subject to loans in kind, to requisitiolls Tor 

the postal rcl.ys and for the prine,c's stables-and lastly, 

\.0 every exaction it pleased the inferior agent to inflict. 

The condition of the tax-payer, of which this enume­

ration, in some respects imperfect, may furnish an idea, 

was aggravated by the exemptions and immunities granted 

to several classes of inhabitants, and by privileges aecu­

m~lated upon influential Boyard families. These unjust 

immunities rose to a total amount, sufficiently imposing 

to render a tabular statement of them interesting, now 

that such .a state of things is " mere matter of history: 

, Ibe .clIl.&Se8'. enjoying exemption from taxes Wlde"" .the 
dynasty of the Greek Princes w~ DUl/lerou8, " ~ , ,,:as 
inifficient that " 8 member of any familywasempliiyed 

i~ one of the ' followinll branche •. ;'ffthellubfu, .<8emile. 
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to free the entire fnmily. Eitell di ~Lri ct [wcorJingly ";U11-

tained an ample number of the exempt (If ful clilsses. 

Nu impost could be leyied all the families of pcrson~ 

connected in whatever WRy with-

Tho Ispramitry of the District; 

'the Vestiary ; 

The Captainrie8 ; 

The Senice of the Hetman' , 

The Mounted Police; 

The Service of th: 86olt-W orb j 

The POlltal service; 

Thc Frontier Guard ;, 

fie Timber l'lU'\-eyorll ; 

The Charcoal Bu~erll; 

Thc POSUUiOJ\II. 

The district of Yussy, anJ the admiuistratioll ~If tlll~. 

cw.y, carried tlH~ privileg~ uf immuuitie8 still J"nrther. 

Beside the dasses above specified, exemption Wfl,-': 

extended to : 

Personl in the service of the Persons in the Public Health De-

Exchequer; prortment ; 

Persons in the service of the Divan j CII.rter8 in the !:Iervice of tlle Court j 

The. Gu/ll"ds of the Pruth ; I.shourers, ditto ; 

The Firemen; Custom-boWIe Officers; 

The Water Carriers; Cabinet Makers; 

The Inspoctors of Fount.aiIIB ; Muons. 

The Couriert j 

The result of this sbort-sighted u.nd iniquirous di~­

ti,nctlon, granted for trifling services, waR, tha.t the 

llllrdcworking classes of the people were cruelly oppressed, 

1I'!IiI<i,: in .~ sixteen districts the nnmber of exempted 
" . ..• ,.' , ,I'. ,. , 

._~;" ao.\oWlted .. to 7;985; making, if we take nve 

R 2 
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as the average number in each family, 30,925 individuals 

placed among the privileged class, at the expense of the 

labourer. Nor was this all. 

Independently ~f these privileges, already so exorbi. 

tant, it had becoI)le customary that a Bayard should 

possess the right of exempting from taxes a number 

of individuals proportionate .to the rank he held. These 

unhappy privileged individuals. were called socotclniks, 

and were distributed in the following pro!",rtions: 

=-=='.-:::-,;.=, .. '''=':; -- -' ----_.- ... -- - .. -. - . ' "~ 

VARIOUS CI.,\~Ml,(1I OF 

ntH Alma. 

Orllnd Logothcte9 ..•... , ' t 
.Tomiw ........... " 
Hetm81l!l .. ..•..••. • ..•• 

Veatinrl • .. .. .. .•....... 
P06telnik • . •....•... . ... . 
Ail'" ................. \ 
ElPllttars.. . . • . .. ... . . . .. f 
Danai ......••••• •....... 
Comislel .............. .. 
Cam.inan •••••••••••.•.•• 

p ..... "" .......... : .. .. 

I 

1>.'"wnbcr of 
,"XCnll't (h10 

to each 
(.:1 .. ,. 

" 
2.5 
22 

20 
16 

TARlOUB CLAllaM 0]1 

1I0Y.&.1ins. 

Serdars ....... .... , .... . 
Stolniks .... . " . ... , .. . . 
Modelnitzera .. . 
CloutchercB .. .... ... .. . . 
Souldirn . .. ...... ... ... . 
PilulI ................ .. 
Chatr4rl ........ ... .... • 
Giknitzen .. . ......... . 
2nd Spatt8ril .•... , •.. .•• 
3rd V6Itinn ............ . 

N'nmher of 
ElllllJ'lpt8. 

14 

I' • 
8 

o 

3 

• 
8 
8 

Suotelnib ·'Wertl ·.ho granted to the Mntropolitm, to the Bishops, Gad' 
to lome o,ther pel'8Ons of . distinction. 

Thus. overwhelmed with dues and exactioDBhar88sed· , ' . 
on all sideB, exposed. at one and the B.ame · 1in'\e'-'·w: 

t1ieDl'Pt;ession of ·the Turks,. to the_ rav.a€es .o{: ;thB; 

pl&g.t'e., to the reqruait;oDB of the' gov=aQt,,;:i!1:id.::.,~ . . "". ~ 
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the tyranny of the land-owners, the Moldavian peasant 

was dep11ved even of hope-the last consolation of the 

wretehed. Pr~perty-that safeguard of nations-was 

uncertain in its tenure, and frequently changed hands, 

while the facility of protracting law. suits perpetuated 

private h~stilities among the citizens. Tlte instability 

of the gov'l/'llment, alld tlte uncertainty of the future, 

prevented all useful and. ' durable entCl'prise. The . 
public mind l:emained dark and uegraued, il1uustl)' was 

stilled, trade obstructed; Md thus, while all its neigh­

hours were marching forward, ~his unfortunatc liUld of 

Moldavia continucd fixed in its misery and bomlngc. 

At length the Treaty of Adriallople put an end to 

all these evils. The fundamental stipulations of t"i~ 

fortunate truce, the results of which were to Ilfove of 

such immense importance to Moldavia, extended equally 

to Wallachia, Md were-the election of native lIospodrn's, 

appointed for life; the evacuation of the fortresses, till 

then occupied by the Turks, on the left bank of the 

Danube; the restorati.on to its legitimate possessors 

of the land included within the circle of the nIoresaill 

fortresses; th" abolition of supplies at IlJ'bitrary prices; 

. the.' prohibition against My Mahomedan establishing 

'himself on the Moldavian territory; the institution of 

·a, ,gUa.rantine: on , the .DMUbe; the establishment of aD 

~eQ;. ii5ri;o~" and lailtJy, the adoption of an organic 
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code, b"ed upou tfle principle of an independent 

administration of internal affairs. 

This organic code, voted by the oBsembly of the 

Boyard., became the depot in which the guarilJ1tees of 

~{oldavian llationolity were organised, find received. ~heil' 
• 

rct}uired extension. The ever to be' revered adminis-

tration of Kisseleff, the guordiilJ1 genius of the princi . 
• 

pRlit.ics, soon' rendered its n~plication IJossiblo j and tIle 

gov,ernmentki continue in the pl'esent dny to mR.fcil 

forward according to the wise troditions he has left.. 

\Ve will sketch. in a few words, t.he mechanism and 

ellcets of this new goverument. 

The constit.utional system whieh tbe treaties conferred 

~Hl the prirwipalities, 111a), be summed up thus: 

Tho administrative amI judicial functions are sellftJ'atc. 

The i1dministrative department is confided to a council 

composed of the logothetes, chief of the department of 

the interior; of the vestiar, or chief of the department of 

finances; nnrt of the postelnik, or secretsry of stste at 

the head of foreign affairs. 

, The direction of judicial affairs is in the hanru. of the 

'Iogothetes of the department of justice. 

The hetman is chief ohhe army. 

The ·office ot 10gothetes of the interior, embra<;~s ,~U 

that· beloIlS\' ,to .tIl.administration, pl'Operly so ,ca)Jea: . , , 

the , Jl<1liee, ,municipalities, measures to ensu"; ,:ia ;.)!ro.Pei: 
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.supply of food , the superintendence of quarammes, the 

maintenance of roads, and the registration of civil acts, 

are within his province. 

In the province of the vestiar are classed the collection 

of !-axes, the management of public accounts, the public 

(arms, and the development of cOlnm~rce generally. 

The postelnik corresponds with the consular agents, 
• 

manages all that refers to t!ie interests of f.reigll subjects, 

und draws lip all the ads emanating from .the prince or 

the council. 

The council assemble 011 certain days to trallSM:t t.he 

affairs of government. 

The logothetes of the department of justice superin. 

tends judicial affairs. He is the organ through whi~" 

the prince communicates with the tribunals, and vict 

versa; he. submits to the prince his observations on 

the defects of certain forms , as well as all judgments 

delivered in last resort, which have to be approved by 

the signature of the sovereign. 

These fundamental 8.lTangemeuts have given 1188 to , 
a number c>f important institntions, of which. we shall 

enumerate the chief. 

The districts, fc>rmerly to the number of sixteen, were 

redllced to thirteen hy a recent and more judicious sub­

diMOD .. . Each· district is governed by an officer, called 

~. ,iapR.vllik,. who receives fr{)ID the members of the 
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council orders relative to the respective departments · of 

each. A receiver of taxes resides in the district, repre­

senting the intercsts of the public treasury; and a tribunal 

of first resort is established. Each district is divided 

into several arrondissements, generally five or six; and a 
• 

subordinate functionary presides over en.ch, under the 

title of superint.endent. 

The police 'Service of the interior 18 performed by a 

(;Orp8 of genJarmes, organised since the introduction of 

the constitutiou', under the naKle of stougiwrs. They nrc 

1,200 in number; 200 nrc employed in the city of 

Y MSY, and ill the servioe of different. administrations, 

and 034 aro 'distributed over tho districts, under the 

orders of the isprn.vniks nnd tho superintendents j they 

' arc maintained chiefly at the expense of the communes. 

The police of the city of Yllssy has been organised 

on' B more regular footing; a commissary watches over 

.sell of the four sections of the city, and has three 

subordinate officers under his orders. Thanks to the 

revenue of the municipality, It brigade of 100 firemen 

. has been formed, and this useful establishment has given 

continued proofs of courage and discipline. 

Since the orgonisation of the stougitors, the depreda­

tions, by ai.ned robbers, an evil of which we havebefbre 

ep<?l;;e;n, pave. ceased to afflict the roml districis. ' Tb~ 

nW¢'i~y of ,#Iesehrigands were foremners'-ge1lerallY ., ,. ' 
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AlbQJll8..US, Servians, and TransYlvanians. Th'c species 

of robbery to which the lower eiass of people in Moldavi" 

are most commonly addicted, is domestic theft and cattle 

lifting. The statistical !>tble of crimes aud offences in­

serted below speaks, however,. sufficiently well in favoUl' 

of the public morality in Moldavia;-

COMPARATIVE 'l'ADLE ot CRIMES AND O~FJo:KCES. 

I ' ---"'-1 
• lS:l:l i U,:I:J i IS31 lS;j;j 1 ~ 3(l 183; 1 ~:lS 
--,--!----- - -- ._--

! 
i5 60 j 16S 182 .84 'is 

I 

nt':nuun(kr of COllvietNl pnsolls 

froUl prccl.Jiug yc~r ......... . 

Malcfaclnl"1I IIfrcijtcll during the 

yenr .. .•....•....•. ••••... ... 324 50;) UOi 456 ZS(i 156 232 

Condemned to capital punillhment . 

.. 

.. 

.. 
" 

" the IIUlt mint'S. , . . , . 

.. public work:< . . , ... 

" tranl'portntion . 

It imprisonment in 1110-

u!Btcrieti ..• , .. .. 

" .. simple impri~oJlln~'nt 

Li~ratod on bail •• "" . . ....... . 

Acquitted ••.........••..•....•• , 

Dooeued ........ .. ............ . 

3~fJ 5(;5 676 (;37 370 I MG 280· 

~~- -~.- !~; 1:- u - .. ~~ 
124 112 ' 133 IiG 19 l EI 

76 fJ3 101 70 i .. (j~ 

23 (]Z27 7 ' 

• , 1 

G 

106 164 180 227 
I 

.. 10' I 
4 42 

I 

}06 

8 

~~.----'----'----'- -------

.The chief town. of each district now possesses a gaol; 

:it1,\!; ,!;he . c~qt,r~ priBon is established in a large building 

~~i~J'&1 i.iI, .)I'hioh also tho criminal tribw1al is held. 
, ,~ . , . ~" , £ .- . . . - •. 

~itltl-' 'time ·when deorcdations by' hriullJlds were 
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the most frequent, the number of prisoners never exceeded 

200; nor, on the other hand, did it ever fall below 100. 

Thanks to the new system uf things, the number is 

reduced to from 30 to 60. The allowance for the main­

tenance of this prison is 30,000 piastres per annum. 

Another prison' at the mines, and two houses of 
• detention before trial, at Yassy, complete the prison orga· 

nisation; the < whole number of penal establishments in 

Moldavia anwunting to 17. 

One of the finest institutions with which the new 

form of government has endowed Moldavia, is, without 

gainsay, that of the municipalities. Their number was 

at first limited to six principal towns j but others soon 

qemanded a similar benefit. At present, Y assy, Galatz, 

Foksch.ny, Birl.tou, Botoch"ni , Bakeou and Tirgou. 

Fourmosse are in the enjoyment of this institution. The 

mimicipal couneils are elected yearly, by the principal 

inhabitants of each town. The revenues of. the com· 

munes consist chiefly of an entrance duty on fermented 

and spirituou3 liquors, and tobacco. These revenues, of 

which we subjoin a comparative statement, afford a very 

effi."""ious support to the progressive movement and 

ameliorations which had become necessary to the ,town. 

The pavillg. oru\ lighting of the streets; the preventive 

me8i!nres ~ fire ; the constrnation. of several .. stope 
bridges; 8110 all iinpro.vements which could never 'have 

heenint.rpducod,but fOD themunicipol .reven1iil8 
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PROGRESS OF THE REVE NUE AND EXPE)/DITURE OF THE MUNICIPALITIES. 

------·------------1 -------- Ii ---- II II 

YE.W 1..:c3S. i YEAR 1834. YEAR 1835. Y EAR 18S6. YEAR 1837. 

j 
,. 

I E.xPClldi- ! E.l:pendi- I fu;.pendi- I Expendi- \ Expendi. 
Revenue· l ture. I Revenue. ture. Revenue. [ ture. Revenue. ture. 1 Revenue. ture. 

j-- - - -- 1 
piastres. piastres. I piastres. piCl~treB. I piastres, piaatres. piastre&. piastres. I piallb'es. piastres . 

Botochani .. 
• 

Romano _ .......... . 

_' 1_, 1_ ~~.'u _ ~U. _, 1,_ ~ 
28,172 r 1?G89 1_ 31 ,554 ~O,681 I 28,428 ! 28,424 17,463 18.821 26,406 28,3Sf 

Fokachani .... " ... _.. 37J47 . 3S:fi21 [I 44,967 42,1 86' 55,624 . 45,999 1.if,224" 86,695 68,921 32,739 

GaIw ............ ". 84,586 59,570 97,861 81,619 [ 73,906 48,402 90,526 53,061 113,037 69;886 

Birlatou.... .• • . .. . .. 23,333 13,733 I 30,844 22,06.7 33,601 26,604 27,907 ' 14,943 81,969 21,174 

I Yaasy " ....... , " .. . .. 202,914 241,B8 206,364 236,208 I 306,925 374,769 3.53,219 284,558 466:02f ' 424.,,3 

I I H -1......., 

It may be again mentioned bere, thut the piastre, the monetary unit of Molda,"ia, is equivalent. at the a.v~­

rate of exchange. to 0 fro 36.;4 c. French. We ila'·e gi'·en at length, in the preceding chapter, the wcu14tio~qli' 
which this evaluation is basetl. 



.252 YASSY,-MOLDAVIA,-BESSARABtA. 

MoM'VIa being hitherto a purely ngricultu,"l country, 

the public wellilfe must necesso.rily depeml . chiefly Oil 

the abundnnee nod good quality of the harvests. The 

dearth which prevailed during the period from 1831 to 

1835, by demonstrating ,.the necessity for some system 

of regulations with respect to th; supply of food, turned 

the attention of the government to agricultural produce; 

80 that, by a fortunate compensation, this visitation 

powerfully contributed to develop the cultivation of corn. 

Abundance soon succeeded, und prices fell to a tenth 

of their former rate; but that which will in future insure 

a proper supply of food to the consumers, aml preserve 

t.hem from the enormous prices to which corn "rose in 

times of dearth, is the establishment of reserved stores. 

Each commune possesses its store of grain, to which 

every villager is bound to contribute, immediately after 

the harvest, flve bushels of Indian ecm, which are to 

remain untouched for a space of tbree years. At the 

expiration of tbis term, the peasant is allowed to withdraw 

the deposit made by him four years before; and in this 

manner the Btores always contain a quantity equal to the 

deposits of three years. By Buch wise precautions, the 

public is ensured against a sudden scarcity, and '.-.mBt 

no exorbitant increase, in the price of food .. 

We inscrt here a · comparative view of thelllllOwItI!illf' . " " 
grain. !IOw:t>iD.tlic .principality, at tWQ ·dilferent . ,~~ 
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in order to show thn. henefits resulting from tho new 

government. , We have added some ,of tho notions 

prevailing in Moldavia, as to the relative amount of 

produoe to be obtained in agrioulture. 

GRAIN SOWN. 

- 'I--=-'--='j: ,---', 
IK32. 11013:'1: ,II OnSER'V"ATIONS. 

------1-,-,,-,..-,-, +-h,)~:--ll- ---
Wbcat llnd Rye . 
TInrley and Oats . 

Jai,631 

!lO,36M 

I This tllllie has ~n formcd from 
3 -13,1~('j I 

I 
t\ statement using the Moldavinn 

145,3·\0 I lllCl~~Ure called kilo, The figure" 
Maizc . ••..•.•.. 120,299 \1i1.i,194 I hn'·cbl.'('nt:onym:tedintothcFrcnch 
l\linet ....... .. 3,869 

Duc:kwhC:l.t ..... . .,96G 

PottLtoea , ••.• . .. 31,162 

5,10186 I dccimt1.1 system, tnking tho !o1oltla­

\9,.12 i vinn ' kilo 1\1> cqunl to 21 H.u.~6itLn 

GG,6r,(j ~ U.:h~tvcrts, or u~ hectniitrCllo. _ 

-, ,~--, ~---~-~-"~~, 

Taking the average produce of the v"nous ,[ualities 

of soil in Moldavia, the hlU'vests of those two · yeurs may 

be estimated as follows.:-

PRODUCE OF HAltvESTS. 

, ", , -- , - , = 
1832. 1M3. I OBSERVATIONS. 

, 
, 

bootoI, b_, Th, following nvcrage ratcIJ of 

Wbea~Ry. " 1,238,706 3,088,404, produce ha.ve been taken;-

BaJ:~~ ..rOots. 90~t6SO 1,4-li3.460 'Wheat and Rye . 9 for 1 

~8 •• " ,,, , , , , 4.,8 11,960 6,2'31,'1'60 Barley atld Oats 10 - I 

~" 
Maize ... ...... 40 - 1 

. ~.; '\ .-; ., ... 16',760 .2.16. ' 00 Millet " 
. 

40 - , '. ,. ; .. ' ,. .. .... 
'~.~b~: ,:. ,' : 1'79 .• "0 681,620 Buckwheat .... 35 - I 
,*I¥loet· •• ~ ..... ' 317,620 ·tiS6,040 Pou.toefI ....... tOO - I 
; , ~ ...... , , , -
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The establishment of f}. quarantine on the Danube, is 

another remarkable benefit of this new order of things. 

Many R time has the scourge of contagion met with a 

salutary check from this ~gilant institution. Quarantine 

is fixed at Galatz.; it is under the protection of the 

militia, and consists of a sanitary c.ommittee, composed 

of the inspector-gencral of the lllZlU'ettos of both prin-. 
cipnlities, of the chief of the department of the interior, 

of the hetman, and of the principal physician. 

The public medical serVice, which is under the 

inspection of the board of health, comprises one hellll 

physician , four doctors, who have eac}! a division of 

Yassy for their practice, another plllCed at the hospita] 

<If St. Spiridon, and several surgeons; besides these, 

t.here are doctors employed by government in the principal 

di.strict tow,ns, who, in their respective range of inspection, 

leave no part of the country unvisited. 

The making and mending of the public roads is 

at the expense of the communes, a fixed sum being 

assigned for this purpose of about 75,000 piastres; 

this sum, it may well be conceived, is but very insuffi­

cient for the k~eping up of regular roads; the soil 

of 'Molda";a ·being of such • nature as to · reqUire · a 

ve1j ' expensive .'syatem. The sum Sllotted, theref";"t only 

Buffices .fur the repair ·' of the , roadBWithin .: .• i"~ 
'. ,' •. '!. ':. ,;,' t 

diB~C~ "f towns and villages; , and even tbiB;iil '~ 
" . . ? • • ~~ '.. .~ . 

r&lDj; ~.~n, "It lS>'m vruu to -attempt. 



YAssf.-MOLnAVlA,-BESSArtABlA. 255 

The annual sum of 125,000 piastres is granted for 

the paving of the town of Y IlSsy; but thi' sum proving 

insufficient to renew tq.e pavement, proprietors of houses 

situated in the streets arc called upon to conkibute, 

during seven' years, in proportion tv the space occu­

pied by their houses in the skeet intended to be 

paved. 

Before the introduction of thIS regulative system, 

which. tends to give new life to these countries, · the 

principal establishmen~' of public serviee, deprived by 

the unhappy state of the times of any permanent 01' 

adequate resources, were given up to mere chance; 

~heir poverty rendered them inefficient. This regrJative 

organisation assigned to each brfl.nch of public adminis­

tra.tion a fixed and certain revenue. 'These endow­

ments are designated Benevolent Funds; they are f~ur 

in number, and each is directed by three or four 

Boyards, selected by tbe prince, to whom the title of 

curator is given. 

The meeting of the curators, presided over by the 

metropolitan, forms the council of Benevolent Funds. 

. The first is that for the schools: it has four curators, 

and its revenues amount to 400,000 piaskes; it IS 

,olirected. to public inskuction. I here insert a taLle of 

·~,. eomparative cOl)dition of this department. 
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The second Benevolent Fund, is that for the hospital' 

established In the monastery of Saint Spiridon. This 

institution has a special revenue. It is governed by 

three curawrs, and can receive 

The Fund for almsgiving is 

politan eurator. It is endowed 

revenue of 72.,000 . piaatres. 

200 patients. 

directed by the metro-
< . 

by the v~stiary with a 

Lastly, .the fund {or the waterworks is applied. tOe the 

repair of the.,-aqu'edJlcts and fountains; ·at. present -it .~ 
no . curator. for .the . repairs are ·done ;by~~t,:. i!t 
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the cost of 50,000 piastres, which constitute the revenue 

of tbis fund. 

The assembly of ' curators forms, i\S J hitvt3 said 

hefure, t.he central commjU.cc, whose o ~ject is t.o control 

the revenue nnd outlay of ench of these. funds, to propose 

measures fof' general improvement and economy, and "to 

maintain the .observance of the stntntcs which rcgulnt..e 

the management of t1;es~ , fnn uf; 1,)1' the inlblie service. 

The hend of the doportment. of the Int"ri",' nets os the 

medium of communication b'ctwcen the centrnl committee, 

whether with the princc, or the Geneml Assembly. 

The mode of taxation, mid the rate of to.."'<, have 

varied essentially since the introduction of the new 

system. All the ancient dues, lonns in kind , and statut. 

labour, were simultaneously abol ished, and replneed by 

the single tax of 30 piastres upon CVOl), family, und ~y 

n' patent duty upon every merchant and Itl'ti!:.an, of from 

60 to 240 piastres. F or the proper collection of this 

tax, the new regulation provides that. a census of tho 

classes liable to tho tax , be drawn out every seven 

years, and . .that during that period all incl'Case or dimi­

nution ·.11 the inhabitants of a commune shan be to ti le 

advantage or charge of that commune. The first census 

took place during 1831, and the second occurred in 1837. 

The swil· aBBef\sed tq .e""h commune being fixed unalter­

~~. ' ._diUg; to . the number of its families, noted down 

~O/i:; l. 
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on the census sheet, the tax is levied by the commune 

itself, each family being rated according to the number 

of cattle possessed by them. Every commune h"", 

in addition, a common funll, to whir-h el1~~h ffUUily is 

obliged to suh.rr:.ri~e one·tenth of the poll·tax, or three 

piastres per annum; hy. means of this (!ontribution, 

tlte expenses of collecting the tax are defrayed, and any 

deficit caused' by the absenc~ or death of contributors, 
• 

is made up.' 

The revenue and expense!:; of the state, mentioned 

further on, will .~ a special table. lbe accounts are 

conducted in ·tlie . following manner: the vestiar, at theo 

close of every month, presents to the council of 

ooministration a summary of the general state of his 

receipts Illld outlay; this is forwarded to the controller 

f.o~: examination, who, adding thereto his observ_ns, 

when required, submits it to tbe council; after which, 

the result of this examination is handed up to the 

general ""sembly, and Mcome. subject to .. final 

reVlSlOD. 

The right. and reciprocal duties of proprietors and 

of cultivators have been regulated by a law; the aim 

of thi!! law w"", · in the first place, to fi~"'-the relations 

between landlords and pe""ants on a just foundation 

of . reciproeity, 'and . • lso to give the villager, · till then 

bound to remain on ·the same "lebe. the· , rilht " of 
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transferring his dwelling from one vInce LU another, 

""cording as his own interests demanded. This pri­

vilege of trsnsporting .llis household goods to the place 

of his own choice, was doubtJess a great benefit 

conferred on the Moldavians. The, villager is entitled 

by law to a spR.Ce of 10 pragins, ' or 360 square toises, 

lor his hous~ and vegetable garden; a falt(lsh and-a-half, 

or 4 ,320 square toises of Q.!"ahlc land;· 40 prngins, or 
. . 

] ,140 square toises of mClldow, and 20 pragins, or 

720 sqnw"c toises of postme land; .each peusnnt receives, 

moreover, for c~lCh yokt) of oxc~~~yed by him DO 

pragins, or 2,] GO toises of meadow;~ the 8nme of 
\ ,., . 

pasturage, in n.d.dition to the HJJowEtnce~ .... ·abovc stiLteU* . 
• 

In return for uJ.I these advantages, and this extent -of 

land, the peasant is required to gJVc up to his land-

10" twelve days labour, and to peJform earriage, for 

from eight to sixteen hours, or in two turns, at all 

interval of from one to eight hours. . Each peasant 

gives, moreover, IlllI1\lally four days labour, but ihis time 

on his own land; and consequently he is himself profited 

by the work. Sucb are the principal provisions of this 

protecting law; and many peasants would be contented 

with a simrmr lot in countries which are held ~ be in 

": ~ Supposi~ a MGldavian to be equal to a Russian wise, or aoout 
two metres, a ·pca.'3ant ~pos.sessing one yoJre of o.xen would be entitled 
1.0 ":an elftmt .ofi le.lld equal to .4.fiO hectares. 

s 2 
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It more advanced condition. By II further provTsI0n 

of this law, however, it frequently happens that the 

landloT(l makes 'additiong or retrenchments In these 

conditions, with the consent of the fnnner, and these 

agreements have th,p- force of la.w. 

Before speaking of the firmy IU1d the judicial orgam . 
• 

sntion, it is essentia] thnt we should give an idea of one 

of the fundamental institutions "$tn.bJ ished hy the con· 

stitution, nnnicly , Ow ()rdinRYJ Assembly Geneml. 

'this ilssemhly is compo~ed 'of: 

The metropolitan, who is the president ; 

Of two bishop!:<, tlw diucflsnns of Romnno and of 

Houche; . 
'Of sixu,etl Boyards, chosen Irom the several degrees 

of rank, from the logothctes to the banD, inclusively. 

Th~se magistrates must be natives of the country, at 

least thirty years of age, and domiciled in the city of 

Yassy: these qualifications are required of Boyards in 

the capital, to become electors or eligible. 

There are also thirtee,n members from the districts, 

elected by the landed proprietors of each district; these 

must 'be Boyards or. sons of Boyards, at leaat thirty 

years of age, but, in the districts it is not required 

that the electors should be more than twenty.five years 

of age .. 

. The metropolitan and the two bishops . are, by 't)leiio Oom 
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right, members of the Assembly; the sixteen tloyards of 

Yassy are appointed by the electors of the capital; the 

sixteen Boyards from the districts, by the electors of ench 

district. The Assembly thus constituted lasts for fiye 

ye.ars; it is convoked on the 1st of Depcmbel' iu each yeal', 

to examine the accounts of the vestiary and of the twu 

benevolent funds; to appoint the holders of public farms; 

and to pnrticipate ill . tiw enactment "of such public 

measures as exceed the limits of an 'administrntive 

ordinance. The lcgill dUltiltiun of the session is limited 

to two montlls, but it is gellemlly prolongru bC)'OlHl this 

IlCriod. The prince., by u. mC~StJ.ge n.ddrcsseu to tlJ() 

Assembly,. proclaims the op,~ning or dose of the 

seSSIOn. 

The establishment of It disciplined lll'Ill)' dawF: o.hw 

from the enuctment of tho cOllstitutioll. The urlllY. i8 

supplied by reoruitSl' and volulltccrt; ; it it; comml.l.udeJ 

by the hetman, USSj:.itcJ by 11 gencrul staff, tlnJ com.;ists 

of one regiment, haJJ infantry and balf cavalry. According 

to the present state of' the n.rmy 1 this regiment is com· 

posed of a. battalion ru~d a squadron; a superior officer 

marches at the head; the battalion is commanded by 

"major, and the squadron by a captaill. The army 

costs the state a yearly Bum of 650,000 pit1Stres, and 

this exelude~ the prince's staff, the maillteIll1nCe of which 

.~~Q&?8~,QQO .:piastres. A portion of the troops are 
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garrisoned in YIlSSY, but the greater part are stationed 

along the sunitary cordon of the Danuhe, and at the 

principal points of the Moldavian frontier. A detach­

ment is posted over the salt mines, in which the convicts. 

work. 

The administration of justice is organised on an entirely 

new footing. Tribunals of the first resort have been es·· 
o 

tablished in all the chief towns o( the district; two courts 

of appeal and' a criminal court are held at Ynssy, and a 

commercial tribunal at Galatz; lastly, under the desig­

nation of princely divan, a supreme eourt pronounces 

judgment in final appeal. The district tribunals take 

COb'lliZanco of an civil, commercial Rnd criminal affairs; 

th'1:.lir competence docs not extend beyond cases involving 

a value of 1,500 pinstres, and an appeal is open on 

fw·pishing security to the amount of 20 per cent. The 

comp~tenee of the appeal courts, ~nd of the. tribunal 

of commerce, is limite.d to a value of 20,000 pinstres; 

and their judgments may be appealed from, on fur­

nishing security. It is equally requisite to furnish 

security, whatever the importance of the ellSe may be, 

whenever the judgment of the court of appeal confirms 

that of the inferior· tribunBl.. From the princely divan, 

or · Sllpreme court, there is no appeal; its decrees are 

. coWinned by .the · prince, who either presides.in person, 

or ·isrepreaentad by a sllbstitute. 
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Together with this new system of judicial administra­

tion, the constitution has prescribed forms of proceeding, 

of which there had previously been no notion. By thoso 

pleans, as rational as they are productive of expedition, 

it has been possible to introduce somi' order and lucidity 

into the endless accumulation of suits which, undor the 

neglect of former governments, threatened to become 

eternal. 

Such werc the principal reforms introdu'ced in 1832; 

they embrace, it will be observed, the entire system of 

relations between th" government and its subjects; and 

they have proved to Moldavia the commenc~ment of a 

new and prosperous era. 

It was in the course of the year 1834, that the 

provisional government appointed by Russia was suc­

ceeded by that of a native prince. A period 01 ~wo 

years had sufficed to General Kisseleff to make tlw 
• 

inhabitants of the cO)l.ntry understand and feel the happy 

results of the reform over which he presided; and to 

develope, in all their , effects, tho principles of law and 

order which have been substituted for the arbitrary 

power and abuses of the old government. Thus could this 

man,'{ortunate as he was wise, behold" ere his departure, 

the ,benedictions of the two princip';lities fall upon his 
' . - . . ( 

~urs, and ,tbe public , weal firmly established and de-
c·· , 

fended ,by tlie ~ai8.ntees with which be had been careful 
" . 
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, 
to uTrountl it; and on finally d parLing, he left-

noble, indeed, was the parting token-the v stiary, the 

public . fli r, uud the municipalities, in the most 
I 

fi uri hing eonditio:p. Tl e army, whose existence dated 

n]y tIll' yenr, ack, by its discipline and orderly 

app arance, em d to call into qu tiOD the r cene ' of 

it or anisatio ; th~ uarantine, onducted and prot cted 

itL zeal and' hon st. , 'ouid ll~ ady 01' to be rank ,u 

with the ill t cient e tablishm nts of the indo Com-

1tl rc , d liv I' d fr m . all b tru tion, hau taken an 

ex '11 'i n un til then unknown; ld the en ital, which 

b gilll to b . empl yed in various u eful nterprises, 

imparted a ensi1>1 , progr iv mo em nt to tho wealth 

. the country. I is ertainly tru that several element 

of pro p ri :y \vhich t new form f ,administration COll-

n Moldavia did- not be heir fruits till a later 

lleri d; but tim rIDme the value of new .. 
in titutiOll . 

'rhos principl of order and prosperity which had 

be n implant d b G noral Ki seleff, hi successor had 

to put into practic by d -gr ,as the growing resources 

of 1,11 11 w g vernm nt came to his assistance; and 

11' ctuallj n.r a c rtain degr e of progress is 

shown, in th r p rts f th g v rnm nt the embly 
\ 

of Boyards, to hay be neff ted. 

Agrieultur ., the lJl'odu' of which JHU b Oll 0 abundant, 
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that, in spi~ of ' a , mos'l active exportation" there has 
, . . ' 

frequently cmcnrred a ·surplus, is beginnijlg to give 

place to other br~nches of illdustry, which will give RII 

impetus to the commerce' of 'the interior, ilow Uu'cateried 

with stagnation. 

The year 1837, ~ignalised by all incredible !legroe of 
-. '. --' -, .. '.' . .. , ' ' 

activity. witness.e(rth~ ;lllost eXtOnsiv'c ~];Ll'tivatiop:of land, 

the improvement .pf the breeu of cattl~, t1ie introduction . . " 

of merino sheep; -and lastly, wi essny, though us j'ct . , 
but. a t~m~u one., at ., esto.hlil:lhing f.icvcral small manu· 

fa.cturic's, such it!:) l)aper~m.ills, potteries, . ~c. 

The following account of the value of imports allli 

exports, although it must be looked, upqn liS el'trelflcl.y 

incomplete, will, however, Lear witness to the progress 

'" the InllngtoN lind activity of the country. 

Exports" ,1mP9rt8: 
I n 18:12 ... 1] ,Hli2,4f1O pili8t. 18,(; 12, {ll7 ' Vi,w;;t 

1 8~3 ... 12.262,SMi . 18 ,,07 i32' , . " , 
183 •.. . 12.380.10.\ 14,.1~~ L17 . . .. 
1886 ... 1 ~,27 1. ·j97 Il,Bl ".5 }~ 

1886 ... 18, QG:l,772 14 ,217, 393 

1887 .. .. 11.,30'S.011 1O,8 i'8,O~1 

Th\) progressi"e increase ... ·thfl revenue,.froiil the limn. 

ing out of the ~1lstoms, and from the' ~ duties 011 

cattle lind COrI!, bears" natrtral relation with the progr~8s 
of.·commerce. :ito di~tricts situated. nelll' GBlatzl'rincl . 

• 

PallY export corD, tallow, ·Skins; WtIX lUlU wines; tljosc 

,,jIjoioinJ(" 'the A)I8triart fron(ier tmde ill .. cattle, and 
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carry on several disWleries of brandy, the residue from 

which is used to fatten the cattle, which they export. 

It may be stated, without exaggeration, that from fifty 

to sixty thousand head of cattle "fe sent out of Moldavia 

annually. In shprt, the produce of this fertile soil, 

compared with the rate of purchase of land, may be 

estimated, in the present state of things, at seven or 

eight per cent. 

We cannot conclude these statements more appro­

priately, than by a table or the comparative revenue 

and . expenditure of the principality at certain gIven 

periods; and finally, of the septennial census, taken 

according to the lalV, and upon which the new resources 

of the country will be based. 

TARI.E OF CONPARATIVE REVENU~: AND EXPF,SDITlHU: IN TilE 
PnINCIPALll'Y OF lIfOI,DAVIA IN I ... ,~ ANU l'tl3~. 

= = 

roll-tlx on vll1.... . . . . . . . . "} 
.. "pt'I¥OH ... !t.boullb'l'Il 'mVlleU~ • • 

.. jj "lIMI1U., MId ro~1keI; • • , . ' • ::: . 
,. .. p.tep~ r"~'ntN • . . . . 
.. ,to J~w"'veni ){ftpen.and I>tb~ , 
" . . .. .p~ goerc!baala, Illod .rt~ ' .' ,', " 
'J ' ~; :J''''P''.' the Siawt" • " • • " • • 

'~IiI'.a{s.\i7~" " ~ . :;'" , .; , ~ . " , ~ ' .. ,' . ... . ,.~-" .. ' ..... . ./ -.. .. ~ 
., .. E.por~ o;Illt., on cu", . . . . 

Ti .. _ 'tompH'i ,- . ·~ . '. ,." ... '. '. :'.~ . 
CmiUlbu'IOItt '~ ~N!erlooo, ~ m:.~. ,~,OOO • • 

. ' .. ",/-:. ·''''' ·~ .. ~~ .. nd._ ... bOpriei . 
r..Jpoii>'lttl.ty ,,; ' . • -, ; . • ' . • . '.. '. • . . 
Pm.pJ!:;:1'~·: • _ . . " ' . . :," -~ . . : . '.' . '.~_ ' 

, 
, 

UUDOF.T DUUGKT . 

0 .. ' 18J~ . OJ' lIi31J. 

Pi&IoI'U, 

1I,16J,Qd! 

,!I6n,OQO 111.000, 
.84,99d fIII.128 
823Jll ".'" H,UOO. 10:_ 

'. " ., 
t9AOO, ~,. 

,.2',000 12J'eC1 
t""lOa . -- '!:~ 

·1,U.1._ . tS.fU 1:-
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EXl'BNDI'i' UUE, 

'I'rtbu~ tQ \Io~ l"or1Ie • • . . . . 

CIIIII U" uf n,<, Prl,<Ce • , • . 

= 

S.I;ltlel lor puh!k .enID1. and C'ml·Uttnul ..... 

$.I"y u( _11<,"t.~ CU"lt'I!'lno"l~ 

i.J.:hU"K ~d lIr1uS fur "ffl"~M . . • . . ~' . 
IIoI llI nle ullI~ ... r 'Lol\~lt"r. lu tl.e "rvlce ol "ut.th: dPI."rI. 

m<'nll , .. d Idbu" MI.. . 

IIIl1iuta .... lI .... or .... "'Iy. • • . 

.. .. IInD .... "'I"... • 
.. (I .... tnl ~nB['ll.ihm~ntl 

P.,.I.IoI Uj)tn.u ror Imb\Lc .c . ~ic" 

11111"'"l1lly tu IiOrotd",ik, und 1, .. lIli . ,,,! . 
U~I,.i r uf .,lIblk ...., .. ,\, • • 

'J.lnt,,"all~" u( ,.,hools • • 

,. th ~ •• min",'y 

P"YeIlIl"t of 1'lony 

'I,lllt~n."~~ IIf me<\i,-,uIOl'nke 

.. Wlwn~r. 

.. .. fuunt,I". run\ w .. t rr."urk. 

1I,,1 ..... nlly to tilt' Hospltnluf o1t. :Sl'lrlrlull 

eonlrlb"!\Ull tn th~ ,,1m. '"lid, 

}<:~tuurdlnllry ,-XVt:UIl', • 

Y.lIp~n_ uf cent"" • . . 

'. 

'. 

11 U !1cJ 1:;1' ftUIJ"'~: 'I' 

OI l' \ 1131. o. lllCltl, 

.. _--
. l'I"l.lel, Plutru. 

7~tl,OOIl 

IWIl,O\IO 1.:!ilO,OOO 
r ,\kI1,I,6:1 ~,W1,11i6 

6 0,1MWI 1111,000 

:~I,i1t'O 61),1100 

6'I.ullO ., ... 
~M,700 :m.<litl 
6-1(1,000 i3ll,IIflll 
IGO ,tMIU l 'lO,GtIll 

·H1,1:()I1 44 2,000 

!i.~,U!'O 7~,OOlf 

1,IIUU,1i\.I0 

~"'OOO J 

1,111111,01111 

76,1100 

:tIlU,tlOO 

60,000 

1:J~,tlIllJ 

• fIIl ,flOC) 

21,00II 

77,000 

I 

I 

:IIJIJ,OOO 

GO,OOO 

I 3\),"('00 

.\-jI,lHifl 

12,0011 I 
:n,noo 

"."'" I 411\),000 '",IIW 
=o ~"" "'~";- -~;;' ; 

\ . ,-One.ltntb or Lb ... alAlk. or V"l,lIe . t .... "'!. I, ,lOll d~'''I ~d to the .eh""ls ... hkb brillH:' Ibe 

.lJWunt ,,!lowed tu, public 11I.lnlct!oll to 41!O,OJU VIUI~I. 

A census, 

eruLpf the 

with taken . confor~ably 

1837, will give us 

the law at the 

a notion of the year 

variation .of 'the ~opulation of Moldavia dw;ing the 
/_;" .,',J . . ' . ( , 

la8t :'SIx year;;,: 'This' calculation, however, is insufficient 
" .', . .,', '" " .; . 

. t.t:,&V~' ,-the) ixact .amount of t.ho population of tho 
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principality, 8.8 it scarcely includes more than the families 

who are subject to the tax. It is to be remarked, 

that in Moldavia, 8.8 in Wallachia, an important portion . 
of th~ population, under various pretexts, still enjoy an 

exemption from 1!'xation, often productive of sad results. 

We have already mentioned to what an extent, under 

the preceding system, the abused extension of these 

immunities is"opposed to the . prosperity of the provinces. 

How much ·is it to be regretted, that such a wisc reform 

should have stopped short iiI so good a path, IUld that 

equal taxation - the only equality possible at such a 

time-was not proclaimed in these beautiful provinces! 

Here is, however, " list of the priviloged:-

Boyards; 

Public Servants of all ranks; 

The Clergy, and all employed ill the servICe of 

Churches; 

Pel'SQns i)l the employ of the Boyaros; 

Strangers whose sojourn is not authorised 

Some other claases enjoy, besides, the privilege of eon 

ferring, in certain cases, the right .of exemption, ,Foi' 

eX8lllple,-e.ll proprietors on whos.e estates less than: ,tlVo 

hundred I'ainiliesar~ maintaifted, have the right .to exemp~ 
ff9m: ~ tw0l¥>iliell o~t of every ten;: if th'e ::pio~ 
~ ,II.. grea.fur.:n\ll1lber Q( :iI!habitants.the :ex~~ 
thim' ;.pplics. to ouly one·tellthof the faJllilieli 
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The swugiwrs-the gendil1'Illes of the country--e.ause 

three families w participate in the exemption. Every 

soldier on active duty exempts by right one family. 

Finally, infirm persons and invalids are excused from 

all contribution. 

Hence it follows that the classes on whom devolves 

the weight of the taxes, is limited to these: 

1st. Patented merchnnt~ ~nd artisanS:- taxed from . 
60 to 240 piastres" year ; 

2nd. The collateral descehdants of privileged fnmilicB, 

designated mazils, rouptaches, and rouptcs of the vestiary, 

paymg an annual tax of 30 piastres; 

3rd. The inhabitants of viUsges, taxed at 30 piastres 

a-year, besides an assessment of one-tentJl, paya.ble. 

to the commune; 

4th. Persons without a fixed habitation contributing a 

poll-tax of 10 piastres; 

5th. Foreigne1'!l' dwelling in the country rated annuolly 

Ilt 16 piastres; 

.6th; Jews carrying on the trnde of tavern-keepers in 

the viUages, 60 piastres; 

.7th. Finally, the. Tsigans of the state, paying 38 

piastres a-year. 
HlI;ving sta.ted· these facts, ... no,!, give the result of 

,.i:'$'ineral ~8118 of families liable to taxes, .. taken 

;;;'isss.; 



270 YASSY.- MOJ..DAVTA,-DESSARABU . 

. Populatio~ liable 
Name of the district. Chief Towns. 

Dorohoi . Michaileni 

Dotocbani Botochani 

SoucZR.va . Falticheni 

Niamtzo Piatre. 

RomAno Romano 

Bakeo. Bakeo 

Poutna Fokschani • 

Tecoutz Tecol}.tz 

Covourlorri Galatz 

Toutova Birlaton 

Vasloui Va..~lou.i 

Fattcbi Houcho 

Y"""Y Yassy . 

Total of tnxed families . 

If we adopt the calculation in t1S6 in Moldavia, 

which makes five the average number of 

each family, the entiro population will be 

represented by 

As aU d9.ta ore wanting, however, by which Q 

notion could be fenned 88 to the number of 

individuals - of eourse.~ very considerable ­

which the present state of the law exempts 

from contri~uting to the public expenses, we 

sru4t not attempt auy estimo.te; especially, M, 

up to .tho pre.se~t day,iflthe offiow dooumente 

bave presented DO numeriea.l statement of. ·any 

impottanoo. LUI to these privileged cl~ 

to contribUliun. 

12,946 

l S,073 

ll ,OS2 

l~,OlS 

12,933 

2:1,230 

21,746 

14,2 11 

10,1112 

13,881 

I R,7f1A 

10.G28 

22M~ 

----
200,1)2 1 

1,002,605 
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It. may be deduced, however, {roln this very 

incomplete information, that Moldbia.. since 

183~, has witnessed a VElry considorable in­

creasEI in the number or its ta..1:-payera; at 

that period the confl,U8 stated the numoor nf 

(lLIOilies at 165,686-making . 828,425 

This exhibits an increase' o( 1i4 ,JSO 
= -

ilince the establishment·or- civil regis!", . , the number 

of births and deaths in the principalities mey be ascer­

tained_ The following taLle shows that each year there 

is a notable excess in favoor of the births. This surplus 

presents an averll.ge of 9,769 births per annum, with the 

exception of the year 1833, signalised by the pllSsage of 

the cholera. There can he no doubt that the bette\' 

condition of the people, owing to the new state of things, 

is the CR.use of this increase of population. 

-- -- - - =-=~-=-. - --. 
l\1 AR~~~~ YK.\ Uo , . }JIJlTU IiI. D IIATU" 

- --- --
Boyt. Glt!~. ToW. M~. Womm. Total. 

-
1832 12.809 11,006 23,9G~ 11 ,012 i, 23f1 6, 121 13,359 

18aa 12,122 10,203 :<:2,41 5 7,78' 11 ,893 10,71\8 2Z,GIl I 

18U lZ,7ZS 11,630 24,2505 9,038 9,041j 8,270 17,31,j 

1886 13,02( 10,712 :23,738 7,260 7,.97 C,32( 13,R21 

UH -13,782 11,72~ 25,60' 7,367 6,860 6,0(6 12,900 

1837 12,601 11.841 23,9'2 8,909 6,089 6,643 ll,632 . - . - ~ = 

It'''doe~ · .not ·re.)IIi from a.ny observations mad~ b1._ us, 

tbat:.~' ''1Ih~ca! constitution of MQldavi. presenUl lillY 
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remarhble difference from that of the neighbouring.prin . 
• eipality: the same chRin of mountRins forms the western 

boundary of the two countries; and if, 'indeed, it lias 

'heen noted that the winters fire more severe at 'Yassy 

than at Bukhares~, this difference is cXJllaineil by the 

respective latitudes of the two capitals, Moldavia has 

experienced more frequently tbose shocks ,gf ellIthquake 

Wllich occasiOliUlly visit t.hese ,regions. 

The Moldftvinns nrc robust, 'temperate', hard.work..ing, 

and inured to the most opposite extremes of temperature, 

Their features diner from those of t~e Wall.chian people: 

their countenances are less epen; nnd the habit the), 

have preserved, of wearing their beards and hair long, 

€F-ves an almost savage expression to their physiognomy, 

to such a degree, that at a distance t,heJ might be taken 

for those primitive statues of the Sarmatians to be seen 

in museums of antiquit)', mementos of ' tbe triumphs of 

Rome over the barbarian. Among the Wallachians, on 

the contrary" we meet with a larger development of 

stature, and a greater amount of beauty. As tbough 

more, deel.'ly impressed with the nomadic habits of their 

ances~rs, the 'Moldavians more frequently perform long 

journeys on foot' than their ' neighbours. Assembled 

together in Jarg .. caravans, they traverse immense dis. 

tances,and, cnrry. '88 far as the streams to the east of 
. .". 

Russia . • the commodities wHh which ' tho .towns scattered 

over ·the vitst. plains in' that direet.ion are supplied" The 



i 
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Moltlaviun tro.vel aero th e t pp ) following th 1 w 

an~ measured pace of their ox n, and are metime an 

entire month without approaching a d elling. At night 

the caravan halts, and its numerou 'cars are formed int 

a quare, their white oxen pasturing· around, under the 

guard of their courageo\ls dog. A:fir i oon lightecl 

in the middle of th quare, and th d,riv r pr pare 
, . 

their simple repas~; aftf,r ~h~ch, e h di 1)OS S hims I 

to sle p, wrapp d in a coar c COy ring of' £ ,It, Thes . 
indefatigable pedestrian, a1' not th) Ie ~. llent hoI' -

men; and towards th north of the prin i ality th r 

xist a fin bre d of hors ,of a larg r build tluu th 

Wallacman t ed, and much ill l'equ st £ r >avair • 

T mounts. 

We can only sp ak here of that portion of th popula­

tion ill both countrie seen b, our '01 s; but, acconhng 

to th best infonned and mo't cr cubl tray 11 '}' , jt is 

among the mountains of both p~lncipalitie that ill' 

most marked characteristic of the p opl ar e hibit d. 

Th highlands abound in m:ngnificerit it s, 1,11 veg tation 

is rich, and the incidental £ atur f th country call to 

mind the picturesque beauti of the Swi Alps. UC'l! 

descriptions made u regret that we had not I iSUl'C to 

plore these countries as fnI' as the. mountains, so well 

are they worth r of an attentiv stutl, ; hut Wl1 ,n Mol(lftvia 

is tra rscd, it was th case with u , in Lllr days, awl 

T 
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in the midst of torrents of raip, but little inducement 

is offered w extend one's acquaintrulCe with the country 

under so mounlfui- an, aspect. 

TI"t unruly rMe, the Tsigans, are found in great 

numbers in Molda.ia, and here, AS in WalJachia, they 

are employed a.<:j senrants. They .. exercise, moreover, the 

avocations of. co0<s, blacksmiths and minstrels-three . . 

very opposite employments--in·\Vhich they have no rivnlry 

1.0 fear from ' the inhahitants of the coun~ry, But were 
, 

ever suell eooks seen? Their appearance was quite 

enough to~ cont.ent us, and we mnde no further experience 

of their qualities. The religion of this peoplp., which is 

entirely external) consists chiefly, ns we lUINe n.1ready 
.. . . 

stated, 111 the observance of the duties enjoined hy 

the (~hurch. These duties, among which the foremost 

is· nhstiMnce, are entirely in acconhm{;c with the natural 

temperance of the Moldavian., Theil' ordinary foofl is 

a Bort of ponoidge, cooked sometimes in an oven, at 

others in an iron kettle, and called by them mama.linga, 

To mix milk with tills preparation, chiefly consisting · 'of 

Indian wheat, is cOllsidered a step towards luxuri;)u8 

indulgence, Even the wealt4iest peasants rarely touch 

meat; ,and it is .only at the end of ". long fast ,th.at tlwy 

regale . themselves . in this way, 

Before concluding .these notes; we have only . to ,.'sav, 

a. wor<1 on the language' of the Jleople.iri the tW<>,'~n 
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cipnlities, whwh IS, wit~ fl'w ex.c(!ptiolls, the sam0. for 

hoth. This language which, in the midst of the cor. 

ruptions iutrouucetl by emigratioll, exhibits traces of its 

I .. iLtin and Slnvol1iau origin, Tutu neither a gramlUar nor 

any alphabet of its own until 1735, ' 1m epoch rendered 

so remarkable by the . enlightened attemrts of Prince 

Constantine Mavrocordato. The "Vallaehitl.ll tongue is that. . . 
spoken by tlw people : t}le Bnyards h'lve for It long time 

past made usc of the moJt;~rn Greek, which 'vas introduced 
• 

-by the Hospodars from Constantinople, a.lld formed the 

lnnguage of the I:ourt, At tl lC present day the F1'onell 

language is very gencml]y studied. flnd it would he diffir:u]t 

to find fL family of finy distinction in whieh Loth Frcileh 

and Italian were not spokon. A few words) trttnserihl·t! 

from 0. good vocabulary, will give n notion iJow. nmdJ tl]l~ 

Walln.chil111 language hn.s borruwed from the L;1till, tllitt. 

great well-spring from which 80 Hum)' niltion~ have th'flwn: 

Beautiful Formos. LmgfJ . nil'! . 

Begin. I1H:llp. Light 1.uminar. 

Beuch. Scaml1l . Ox Boo. 

Black Negro. Parent. ParinUl. 

Day Dzio. TA.bh~ M rL'tsn, 

Finger Degeul 'feal'S Lacriwru. 

Fisbenru.n Pescntor. Whero . Uudi.'. 

Game Venat . White . AIL. 

Glass Vitric. With CUIlI. 

Good , Dount!. Word Vcrlm. . 
T 2 
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Besides these words, which w~ have taken at random, 

there are " great number presenting a complete similitude 

with the Italian. It must be noted, however, Illat these 

resemblances, discoveraule i~ the written language'- would 

be difficult to seize. as the language is spoken. The 

vicious pronunciation of the p<lOple, their hoarse and 

gutt';"w uttero.p~e-ari~ing from their habit of living in 

the open air-render it difficult. for any but skilled ears 

to identify the words. 

It was in collecting Rud armnging these notes Ill.t" 

we employed the tedious hours spent in the quaran· 

tine. They nrc the result of reading, of our own recol­

lections, and more especially of information communicated 

in the ki1~dest manner. It is not given here as even an 

incomplete view of all that is suggested by the subject, 

which w.."ld easily furnish matter for n volume; but as a 

simple record of om' impressions during a journey, u,nfor­

tunately but too short. It will be seen that our eagerness 

to learn everything w/l8admirably favoured by the kind­

ness and influential position of our hosts. 

But it is m;,e ~·. we ·"hbuld now, onc~ for all; cross 

the. ~~ntier, and ret;";" t,,; S~ulain, a village wbieh,by 

virtile of the tr~ty sigi\ed at BUkharest, Mari6~:ii{, 
1~~~;' ~~~'w¢;,T) Riis~;a ana the Porte, became thet£i#ti;.y 

-,if tj,~ . fri,;,',,";' · 1'hi. treaty, as is a1r~Yk~Ii~"~dM , ' . 

·~.'llie " eiilpir<\ .. 0,,( 10,ngprQvmee:J,OI>ii{ie,LOlI'..'Ule"'ei'v 
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by the Dniester, and on the west hy the 'Pmth, by 

which streams, running almost parallel , it is enclosed. 

On the newly adopted line of I,e.undary, each nation 

has established a quarauti!le, to supervise and purify 

aU arrivols from the right bauk of the Danube. The , 
Moldavian lazaretto · is estaMished "t Galntz, not, far from , 
the mouth of ' the \ huth; the Prussians have placcd 

their post of observation, '''' the' left l.I1ulk . of the same 

stream , at the point lle'nl'P-st 1VI()hl~via, fill(i 011 a route, 

the commun.icntions by '''hieh, between thll.t prillcipulity 

and Bessarabia, might, perhnps, with l)[opriety. he kli. 

more untrammelled. 

Heaven forbid that we should clldeavow' to dopid ill 

these pages the misery and weariness of that moumfur 

captivity; which is colled performing quarantine I The 

only consolation in SUell eirCulllstanccs, is the con-. . 
sDiousness of obedience to the law, that inestimable 

virtue, without whieh no society would be possible. 

Shut up at night in our "clls, we hecame the prey of 

millions of enemies, harassing our slumbers, and Ly 
• 

their . sharp 'bites rendering us more sensible to the 

hardness of our pollets. Daylight came slowly on, I1S 

_we' waited with imp.ti.n~e the moment when, by special 

·lay",ur of the director of the lazaretto, we might take " 
. '. 

',~h in tile ,river. , . Surrounded with 'keepers, and coniine,l 
·,c' .... , .: ' 

to' &..;· liihlted: Bunce . we WCl"l~ t1.llowcd, nj, n eeliain bOllI', 
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to indulge in this healthy exercise. The waters of the 

Pruth are said w possess wholesome properties, both 

for bathing and drinking; but We preferred using them 

for the former purpose rather than the latter, "" we 

found, on tasting them, a strong brackish flavour, which 
• 

rendered their use",, ' a beverage anything hut pl.""ant . 
• 

A watch is kept night Ilnd day over the wooden 

enclosure of tl;e lazaretto; an.d the challenges of the . , 
sentries during the night, echoe and die away mournfully 

in the distance, in 0. manner by no' means calculated to 

enliven the meditations of the cal,tive. The deplorable 

heat w hi t:h we experienced in the principalities, continued 

to oppress us Ilt Skoulain. 'I1lC burning heat of the 

ID8-ming "(\ras followed every evening by a violent storm, 

converting the yards , Dnd even the interiors of the houses, 

inw muddy and melancholy pools, which Il,e next day's 

SOl1 with diffiCulty dried up. During one·of these storms, 

aceompained with the incessant rumbling of thunder, 

we were informed Illat the lightning had struck a party 

of Cossacks, on their way to relieve guard i their long 

lances, had .apparently served "" condulitors w the 

destructive fluid ; out of five men one only was killed; 

the ' 'other four remaining parruyzed In parts of thei<­

liinb •.. 

It mti,rt not be forgotten that we were on the soil 
'Or Ille cropire, and that, e,'en di8taul a. is 'this froriti'e'r 
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from the capital, the kind commands which were to 

en~ure us protection and support, h.ad long since reached 

thither. Accordingly we experienced every .indulgence 

on the part of the employes, compatible with. the extremo 

rigour of thc regulations. The permission to "nthe, so 

mu<;h prized by us, was entirely owit;g to the attentions 

of the director, and (It Dr. Ellisell , the medical officer 

of the lazaretto. I har! "Iso ohtained, "'~ " iiwour, that 

those of our wretched c6~lpnnions in quo.r~ntine-Rlmost 
all jews or Armenians-whose consent could be obtained , 

should sit as mo,teis to Raffet, at a sui table ilistancc, 

and under the eye of the keepers. At length our 

captivity was drawing to R close. Enxly in August, an 

envoy from Couut 'Vorol1zoff', governor-general of Ne.w-. 
Russia, came from Odessa to meet us, and expressed 

the kindest intentions on the prut of the Count, the 

sincerity of which n IOllg COHf;spOlulence did not per'mit 

US to doubt. This young lian, Oll e of the official 

secretaries of the governor-general of Odessa, pltlced 

himself at our disposal as R guide, for the remainder 

of the journe.y. On the 22ud of July (August 3r<1), we 

"Were summoned to the receiviug roon~ of tlttl estuMish­

J}l~nt;to take the usun! oath au oepruiurc. \Va swore, 

in the joy of our hamID, th~t we had infringed none of 

the sa.ci~ re~uiations, and that the plague, from 

'whiQlt .we ' '!Vere free on entering, had not at.tacked us 
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in the inl;,;rva1. Ow' solemn assr.vemt.ions were mnde, 

and sealed with a kiss on the New Testfunent, lying 

on the Fiamc table with a khoran for thl'! Turks , and an 

Old Testament for the J ews. 

The next day we crossed that tearful threshold, at 

which lw who enters must leave behind him all the 

weakness aud impatience of hi~ nature. Four large 

horses , harneS':)Qd n.brenst, whirled off our carriageR 

wit.h their j~y'UU8 burthen, {Jycr' the soil of Bessaxabia. 

O:n leaving the village of Skoulain , the bro~ stl'~ets 

of which stamp it lIS Hussinn, we b egau to traverse 

fL naked and barren n~gion , inwrsccted with vulleys, 

lying between ranges of rounded hillocks, stretched 

.in a parallel line with the Pruth. This kind of country 
• 

continues for about five leagues ; in the bosom of 

the valleys are gencmlly found small . pools, supplied 

by ·tLe rrun.water, but as far II.'! the eye can stretch , 

not a tree, not Q human being, nor an habitation of 

.any sort, can be rus",*ered. Our postillions were the 

ouly specimens we could see of the new inhabitant. 

of this country; how great, however, was the difference 

between their physiognomy and that of the Moldaviaus I 

Their high '''ps remind one, in form, of the top of, 8 

pilgrim:" staff; .and ,,", coarse sbirt, a belt, and loose 

pantaloons, stuffed .into short boots of raw leathe~, 

complete their light and . simple costume. Their: type 
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of countenancc is not so strongly marked itS in tho 

inha.bitants of Moldavia, from ~whom tJwy are, moreover, 

distinguished by whiter skins, a broad face, and light 

hair and beards. The drivers, as is the custom 

throughout the empire, lU'e sented in front of the 
• 

carnages-an arrangement which n~arly cost some of 

us our lives. One of these men , being unskilled , and 

having lost aU control over the ei~i young flJld 

spirited animals he was 'driving, threw up .the reins in 

despair; the horses, findiIl~ them selves no longer held 

in, swept over the plain, to the great. l)cri] of the 

travellers, and of those who so\'eml times atLcmpted 

to stop them. 

Mter a few hours, the country nssumed another aspeet.; 

there were no moro monotonous pIttins, but a well Ilis­

tributed country, .covered with fine trees, and SUlTO!lnded 

by a horizon of distant mountains of the most beautiful 

forms. A fearful storm overtook us in the for~st, where 
• 

we were fortunate enough ,to meet with a post· house 

'connected with the village of Bachmout. We took refuge 

in this wretched dwelling, from which we saw the light­

ning descend several times at a short distance from us, 

and still nearer to a number of oxen who were patiently 

weathering the storm. When the torrent of rain had 

ceased,. we reBume~. our journey, aud had soon taken leave 

of this .pictmesque conntry, but too: quickly b·.versed. 

'It wlLS ·succeeded· by a plain, or rat.her II V/lst pool of hhwk. 
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mud, stretching endlessly round us in every direction. 

Night fell, wrapping us in profound darkness, and still 

the same prospect presented itself; towards ten o'clock, 

an escort of Cossacks, armed with long lances, with a 

lantern at the end of each, told us that we were 

approaching Kicheneif. 

To emerge from this pitchy darkness, from this sea of 

mud, snd suddmly find ourselves in an apartment bril­

liantly lighi1u up, overwhelmed with pressing atten­

tions and politencss, with , the near prospect of a 

supp~r, fonned one of those contrasts common . enough 

in the life of a traveller, ·but which lose none of tlleir 

charm by being frequently repeatcu. In the absence of 

the governor of Kieheneif, one of his relations and the 
o 

chief of the police performed the honours of his vast 

and beautiful mansion. Couches were offered us, which 
• 

with our quarantine reminiscenc.es still fresh .within us, 

felt like !he finest down, and we were enabled to enjoy 

an interval of repose; welf earned by the fatigue of 

the day. Our guide, the young envoy of Colint 

W oronzoff, however, had the barbarity to rouse us from 

slumbers so delightful, at three in the morning, . and 

kept us up for two .hours waiting the ru:rival of horses. 

This time .we set off to halt no more till we reached 

O~~!!Sa, . that. first. and anxiously looked for point. in 01l!i 

long yqyage. 

1;heSllome persons who had received .U!L1ti~ ,~ .. much 
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politeness in the evening, insisted on escorti~ us on 

horseback, or in droschkies, to a certoln distance from 

the town. All that we saw of Kichenefl' was the enor· 

lDOUS space it covers; like Rome, it is built on a number 

of hills. The reason it occupies so wide a space, is the , 
breadth of the streets, rulJ the number of gardens sur-

rounding the houses. there are still • great number 

of old and ill-constructed b,uildings,'and primitive looking 

huts, but ~he new quarters are ~overed ?iith elegant 

dwelling-houses, find public 'edifices of elaborate nrchitec­

ture. The brilliancy of the colours with which the 

mOlluments are painted, cspet:ially the domcs and roofs, 

which are of n. light green tint, prcsent it singular 

uppeurllllce to the eye of a foreigner, aud give a peculiar 

charllcter to our cities, tIle novelty of which appeared 

much to strike my fellow-travellers. The public places 

in Kichenefi' nre immense; they arc fu]orned with tuff, 
and set round with posts; at the time of our passage, a 

considerable j,lantation of trees was going on, over a 

space intended for a public promenade. 

A few vineyards may be seen on the hill sides in the 

neighbonrhood of the town, but soon afterw.U'ds the 

L'OUDtryagain becomes wild and uncultivated, and the 

more desolate from the .fleets of continued rain. In the 

lQw, 'swampy plaiJ;ls., we 'encountered' numberless birds, 

the nsual inhabitants of marshes, flights of lapwings, 

I!lqllr-·)lens; 'and thoughtful lookillg crulles, stalking over . . ." 
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the marshes with melancholy gravity. On entering the 

steppe, we were leaving behind us immeasurable spaces 

covered with fine large plants, all iu flower. The deep 

mire unfortunately protected them from the assaults 

of Dr. Leveille, who, gazing on them from tho back . 
of the Wallachian' crunage, was suflering the tortures 

of a botanical Tantalus. At 'last we beheld Bender. 

Not far from' this place of strength we had passed over 

the desert soil where, on some ' unknown spo~, Potcmkill, 

one of the glories of OW" history, breathed his last. 

Having set out sick from Yassy, to proceed to Kherson, 

the prince was obliged to leave his carriage, for , like the 

Roman Emperor, he wished to die standing; and here 

\lffiid these steppes died the death of • soldier, the man 

whose name alone was worth armies. 

We did not enter Bender, a place which will long 

preserve the memory of Charles XII., that terrible 

vanquished enemy of Russia. From the post-house, we 

could command a view of this town, spreading out its 

regular lines of houses in the midst of a broad plain 

without a tree . or garden, and hedged round by a number 

of wooden windmills, spreading out their six sails to the 

wind. The citadel, which stands apart from Bender, is. 

j)f considerable extent, and encloses within its modem 

.works the ruins of the ancient Turkish fortress; . it is 
, . . '. . 

.garrisoned by· oix ' hnndred artillerymen. This pht\lel>us 
,-. . _. ' .. ~ .~ .,' .. 

loAf, R. -,"PAt. ',tip.ft.1 fif jt~ lmnortAnr..p '!O:inr.p. it. ;·hAJa .. .... :mn~ t,n 
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be Sf) far within the hounds of tlw t.erritor,v. As a li·on . 

tier town of the Turks, it wu.s doubtless uf great vnlue 

to them in the midst of this open country, and neRr the 

river, which it comma.nds. 

The Dniester, lIS it flows before Ben<\er, ill of moderate 

width, but it rons between "cry steep banks, which 
• 

render the passage of the river by" " fcny, under thc 
• 

bastions of the fort, extrqnely difficult. • To flscond tho . . 
left bank, we required tJ10 uid of fln encampment of 

Mtlldflvirul wnggonors, estnolishcd ill the neighbourhood, 

nnd six pair of uxen, ohtAined ii'om them, w(:rc n l)Qwerful 

ussistnnee to us. 

TirnSl>ol, with its eitJttiel J nnd It large elleampmcnt 

of artillery beneat.h its wnJls, passed J"pidly before our 

eyes; . theil came Koutl:hcrhan , where n. colony of 

German agliculturists is established ; this is the first 

of eight ngriculturnl communities wllich have established 

themselves on the soil of Bessarabia, implanting upon 

it, together with their methods of cul ture, their gentie 

manners and patient habits, and even the vcry names 

of the towns of their native land. Thus, towards evening, 

we paSsed through Strasburg and Mannheim, where the 

Bound of the Gennan language reminded us of other 

coWltries-not more fertile, certainly, but more thickly 

'inhabited, siIi,,,, the growth of the' population is such 

... ". '10 " reDdtl~ emigrRtion necessary. TheBe German 
" •. , -'" -> ~. 

"peOjilti < appeared contented with their lot; for the land, 
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in these virgin steppes, repays with usury the laboUl' 

hestowed upon it. Bessarabia is making rapid strides 

in the path of industrial 'Production. Already rich in 

grain-not only beyond its own wants, but beyond any 

amount of importation anticipated - this province has 

sought in manufactures a uew channel for its resources . •. 
The government fosters tbis tendency by special immu-

• 
nities; thus, l1e distill.tion, ~nd sale of hrandy and 

spints, which throughout all the provinces of the empire 

are the exclusive privilege of the government, OJ·~ in 

Bessarabia permitted to the producer for a limited 

period. The manufA.Cture of beet-root sugar has also . 
recently arisen in this country; and such is the richness of 

t1he soil, that this root, so devouring elsewhere, is unable 

to exhaust its resources. Its vigour is not, however, 

abused; for the space is so wge, that it is long before 

a second crop is called for from land which has already 

yielded produce. The fuel employed is a mixture in 'use 

throughout Southern Russia, consisting of chopped straw 

and cow-dung stirred up together, and dried into cakes, 

which in the summer time are seen covering the wall •. 

Almost all the houses are:; 'Covered with this singUw 
, 

coatD.ng, which is . removed·;:'in:-;~e winter time. 

Besides tJ16 German exilorue.; we came across several 
, . ';." ',~," , 

Moldavian caravans' endimped ,for the night, according to 

their ilccustomed strtitag~tic ~ng~ents. T!w~J;ed' 
, ,'., .. ,., ' ,' .c .,,,,,.,,,, ' .' . " ;."_ ."' ., .. 
pe~,.ho sMuld apJiroiicb . these' nonia4ic ceStlil)liBh, ' 
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ments would deserve our pity, for he would he in 

great danger of being devoured by the fierce dogs 

performing patrol round these square battalions of cars. 

Night had long fallen, and interminable delays detained 

us at the em! of each stage. Notwit..hstanding that two . 
estsfettes had been disfak~d, nothing was prepared; 

there were no horses; and Jewish r~acity, never . 

neglecting an opportunity pf levying contributions on the 
o 

traveller, overwhelmed us with the offer of serVi<"cs, 

which, when paid for, were never rcruised. Accordingly, 

it was not till we had spent the night in the midst 

of a plain, where we were several times imbedded in the 

mud, that we approached the capit.l of New Russia. 

Before we could perceive tlw town, we felt on our fllces, 

heated with travelling, the smarting effects of the sea 

breeze. At last, as the first beams of the morning sun 

appeared, we took possession of a magnificent hotel, 

bearing the name of Richelieu; a name of which, 

from the extreme thoughtfulness of its hospitality, it 

i8 not. unworthy. 
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ODE A.-THE . OUTI-fERN OA T F THE RIMEA. 

~~:;:~~-:~'\I. 

THE fir tap t of Ode. a 

worthy th reputation f thi . 
gl'eat ity; the y ung and :Oon-

ri. hing capital of N w Uu ill. 

could not b more fi ly herald d. 

urround d to a remot distance 

desert, Odessa appear before one lik a land of pr mi e, 

a long-desir d Oil. is; and it. walls ar nt r cl with the 

same feelings of joy as ar experienced on r aohing port 

at the end of n ong sea voyag . 

VOL. I. u 
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The 1anous quarters of this vast city, still daily 

increasing, cover a broad plateau, whose perpendicular 

sides plunge into the Black Sea. From its steep 

eminence, Odessa commands a large bay, the dark blue 

waters of which contrast with the pole and arid appear . 
• 

ance of the surrounding coast, invariably enveloped 

throughout the summer in whirling clouds of dust. 

Sbeltered from' the ' southern goles, but ill protected 

"i!ainst -the . parching winds of the ellSt, the port of 

Odessa is formed by three moles, which divide it into lIS 

mllny basins. One of these, for the reception of vessels 

in quarantine, is overlooked by the walls of j,he lazaretto 

and the batteries of a fort; the two others admit the 

~hips of the Imperial navy, and trading vessels not 

coming from a quarantine port. The bottom of this bay 

offers good anchorage for ships of large burthen, but 

they are much exposed during goles from the ellSt, and 

especially from the south-east. These terrible winds 

dri.e the impetuous waves into the hay of Odessa with 

a fury which nothing can withr;tand; a. succession of 

these storms continually sweep across the Black ,Sea 

in the di,rection of its longest diagonal. 

The city of odessa is planned with regularity, as ,are 

.the ge~era1ity of Russian cities; it is carefully hUilt,'. but 

thelinest ,buildings occur ';n those quarters nearestJ,h" 

~. . AU that part .which faces .the, ~hore weara !ill ,.p~, 
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moe c>f grandeur. and <>pulence. The long and rna. 

, .. tied.erraee c>verlooking the sea, is lined with public 

,difices, hotels, and stately mansions, but to seize the 

inll effect of this rich assemblage of buildings, Odessa 
• 

,hould he entered from its port. It)s as though this 

qneen of the Black Sea had reserved nll her splendour. 
• 

for that shore, .breathing with intelligent souls, whereon , 
the waves flowing from. Asia in'cessruitly dash their 

, 
fonming heads. The cliff we have spoken of, is not 

less than eighty fect in Height; on its summit, along 

its whole extent, is planted an {tvenue of young trees, 

with their branches arching t.ogether; in the ccnt.re of 

this promenade, and in the midst of a. crescent of fine 

mansions, stands ft bronze statue of the Due de Hichel.ielt, 

"monument of the gratitude of the city which owes so 

much to his creative genius. From tlw foot of the 

statue dcscends a gigantic flight of steps, already far 

advanced towards completion; when finished, it will , 
connect, by steps one hundred fect. wide, the· grand 

terrace with the lower quay, and bcneath these steps, 

*,hich . are to be supported hy • series of open arches, 

gra.ti11ldl'yrising in height, the vanous carts and convey· 

~~. gtiillg to and from the port will freely pMS. 

~ contelllplating this magnificent spot, if you explore 

~:~,Q(. ig6 city, YOD' wiI1 find bllt ,,' very few buildings, 

~···~~\Lat,," di.tantintenals, likely to remind 
u .~ 
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you of ttl grandeur f thi favoured quarter. Br ad 

str ets, carefully paved, and planted with rows of aCla 

tr es, traver e the length and brl3adth of he city, cro s­

ing each oth r t right angle. A th atre, a numb r of 
• 

fine churches, p ,ious qual' ,bazaar, and a few ric11-

16 king shops attmct the att tition; in th mid t of a 

numb I' f hou too humble in character for such , 

splendid str et '-; 
r 

That portion of th road r ser d for p destriah , i 

road en ugh to r ndel' the traffic easy at all tim s, 

v 11 ill th quart r most fr quented, morning and 

veml1 ('( h th bu 'y and th id] e. The more 

rowd ,d portion. 0 th oity i~ that adjoining Ri h lieu 

tr t, ' th fm t nd mo t populou tr et in Ode a. 

In num r us· hop long thi tr t are pread out for 

. . al th vuri d produ.e of vel' country in Europe, 

a robl d thith r trnd r th fo tering prot etion of tIl . 
fr p rt of d, sa. Showy ign-board with in ription. 

l' pr ent'ng ev ry lanO'uage of Europe, 'bear witne s t 

that, um' stri ted fr edom of trad which has made th 

fortune f this new cit . TIl treet are filled with 

num rou ili:os hkie,,: ih e kind of quipage, a u ful 

fl tll me light, p rform imm n ly long di tanc s. 

At th 'run cURtom pr:>:vail a' are observ d 

in aU th outh i'n ountri of Europ ; the mornl11('( 

d to bu ines., and the middl(' f tll day to 
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repose. This habit, which the heat of the clinplte seems to 

dictate, gives 0. melancholy . and deserted o,ppeanUice to 

the city during. a great purt of the dny; in the evening, 

however, outward signs of an imation again brenk forth' . ' 
the theatre is much fi'equented , and ~.e cafes 1lll(1 clubs 

Me 4.!rowded. ~here the ,nobles Ilsscml,lc, furtiwl" on the 

merchants,-Turks, Arilleniuns, J(~WS eV(.'lI; every chtS8 

has its place of meeting" nnd in endl o\" tltmse re~ol't:s, 

open to quiet cOl1versatjoll, the long pi po ' of the cast 

spreads its pClfmn cd c1011tl~ ovor the A.~scmbly. 

Odessa, henceforth, WitS become our itcll{T-ql1nrtcrs , 

our point of depa.rture and of relldl!zyouS, during tllC 

dist.o.nt excursions we were about . to make into these . 
remarkable r egions. oUr arrival lJlld been expecteu, 111111 . 
we were received with the mo~t perfect politeness by 

all the persons to whom the goyernor-goneral, Couut 

Michael Woronzoff, had been kind enough to cOll)mc!lCl 

us ou his departure. 

Thtt governor-general, who was in haste to proceed to 

the Cnmea,. ·hoo· left the city two "'ys before our arrival, . . , . 
but not without lel).ving us, together with a most pressin·s 

invitatioD~ in"" ~e " u~~essB{~ instructi~ns f~r jbining him 

immedlately:: We ·were animated with the stl'ongest deme 

to·· Vi~t·th~· s~ui,hern coast ~f the Crimen, replete; as 
. - , . . 

we were ~old; ·with:' every , sp'e~ies of charm; and wliere 

the., nQlrlli, &lid '~ealthy. nobleman wllo · soi'cl'lIs these 
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countnes hR' created, within the IBSt few year., , the 

most elegant villegiatura imliginable, Thanks to this 

wholesome impulse" the wealthy inhabitant.'! o( Odessa 

go every year and spend the summer under the mild 
• 

sky, amidst the sw;ams, pleBSant shades, and magnmcent 

prospect.'! of the ancient Taurida. Odessa-exposed as , 
it is, without,. the least shelter, to the sea winds-without, 

., . .-
from the oommenr.flmp.nt of sum,mer, a cool or a. green spot 

-inspires One with a deep longing for the shades' of 

the country. A hot, burning dust, driven in clouds 

before th~ wind, penetrates even into the interior of the 

houses. To protect themselves in some degree from 

this parching climate, the inhabitants retire in vrun to 

'heir dwellings , surrounded witl1 numerous plantations, 

in the vicinity of the city, called khoutors. The 

drought. spares 1I0t these young artitie-ial woods; the 

loamy soil beneath the trees cracks, and becomes as 

hard BS stone; so that scarcely do the few sickly leaves , ' 

by which vegetation is manifested in theBe steppes afford 

the most ' meagre of shades. What R charm, then;must 

,t 'be,to Bee\< a refuge beneath the '. tiool 'foliage "orth. 

n.ntQry-()13treesof the Crimea, ,liBteningtO' ·the ,' ;";'~d 
:()f!itnpidcSsca&.4,:ahd gamg on alandse;q,e \vhieli~·Ital.Y 
' , ... ,> ' .' ... . .' " ",' . ....... j ", 

;~1f, would ndtdisavow ,I ·Stj£nw8!l the ! ~tUrej whiCh 

w.e,!heard ,repoio:tedJ:r ,drawn, ;imd ;~ew \)rl~j{p~ 
":, ,.',". '." . .... ' .. , . , . ' '''- ' ' '''''J' ' "'' ' ''-''''' ' ~ 

~~ " 1.i1i)yel>Clir\'!ltt.d : .nth 't41 .. '~ btiautltlll\:.~~dii;~sO 
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general was the eagerness to repair thither,-lfuat we too 

resolved no longer to delay complying with the pressing 

invitations of Count Woronz06'. It so happened, that 

w~ were just in time to take· the steamer which was to 

start on the lOth, u.nd convey to Yalta the elite of the 

society of Odessa. 

In the meantime, each devoted himself · to the 

studies and scientific resrNches'-thtJ objects " of our 

voyage. My companions, faithful to their. mission, in­

vestigated the nature of the soil npon which the great 

city was built; carefully noted the loologtcal varieties of 

the country, and gathered, in scattered spots, the fe,,, 

specimens of the flora of the steppes which the SUll 

had not dried .up. Raffet, enriched his portfolio with all 

the picturesque incidents which the varied population of 

the city brought beneath his not.ice : Jews, KanLims, . . 
Moldavians, Turks, Russians of the new and the old 

country, with their characteristic beards-all these striking 

types were transferred to the leaves of his already well· 

filled sketeh.hook. I, on my side, colleeted a few notes 

relative to the country, and in particular to this city, 

whose history is as yet of so early a date, that a mere 

glance at the past is sufficient to place before one all 

the phases of its development. The research is one of 

~"'ouhte( ",ecessity, if we would' explain the c~uses 
" ., ,." 

Iv);ljllhb,'(ie raised Odessa to such a degree of prosperit~, 
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with " r~pidity which h"" ""tonished Europe; · if We 

would divine in what manner this new portion of the 

empire h"" been enabled to take advantage of ~very 

'fuvourable circumstance j-~ if, in fine, anticipating- the 

future, we would fOl;m an estimate of the destined position 

of this beautiful colony, already designated the Marseilles 
• of the Bluck, Sea, and offering, in fact, more than one 

" . 
point of resembrance with tb~ ancient Phucian colony. 

To do this,' became from thc first. the object of my 

especial study. 

On the promontory where the furtress of Odessa and 

the buildings of one. of the finest luzarettos in Europe 

now stand, might be seen, a few years before the 

(~)mmencement of this century, a little Turkish fort, 

commanding on one side the sea, on the other the 
• 

d~sert : Hadji-Bey was the name of this ICotres~; 

and the petty structure, perched like a' guU's nest 011 

the parched, barren cliff, was governed by a pauha. 

At this time Potemkin was extending his conquests 

over all those vast regions which now bear the name 

of New Russia. This . prince instructed Admiral Riba.s 

to ·take possession of · the Turkish fnrtress, and it was 

soon sulriected to the cOnqueror's · yoke. The Empress 

Catherine II. having· shortly ·afterwards . oonceivad ;tbe 

project of erecting · 'fortresses upon J,h,,· ·nAW .f ..... \!:i"...;.'. nl 

he~ <empire; Hadji-Bey 'W!"'marked ,out:: ~":pn.e of1:he 
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points ill this line of defen.ive works, between Ovidiopol, 

which w .. , to guard the mouths of the Danube and 

Tirlspol, destined to com maud the course of the Dniester: 

In 1794 the three fortresses were erected simultaneously, 

nud the citadel of Odessa rose over the ruins of the old 
• 

Mussulman fOtt of .H>ldji-Bey. A Yem' had scarcely 

expired, when already l'llUnel'OUs settlers, flttraeteu by the 

fu.vow-able position of the spot, and bncow'nged by the 

l"'otection .£lorded by Its ramparts, Imd ,marked out a 

town, or ra.ther all ellcrunpment (If lIlerciJll.iltl:i , upon tlw­

plateau where Odessa uowstands, AdUlirnl HiLas, the 

governo'r of the new military establishmeut, succeeded 

ill inspiring the':oie adventurous traders with sufiicient 

confidence, to persuade tJ,elll to establish themsolves~ ir! 

this spot no longer occasiollally as merchants, but a~ 
• 

settled iuhabitllllts, He tlms became the first founder 

of a city which acknowledges three foreigners as the 

authors of its pro. perity: a memorable example of the 

wise and hospitable views of a government powe~ul 

enough to employ profitably even the gifted exiles sent 

to . it by Europe, 

Don Jose de Ribas, whose name remaills inseparable 

from ,those of Richelieu and Langeron, was born at 

' l!Iaples, whence political events, which displace so 

')ll"ny men and things, brought' him to Russia; he 

'/lntered . the sexYioe of the imperial /lee I, ill 176Q, and 
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had so distinguished himself as to deserve the rank 

of admiral, when he was called to fulfil the glorious 

mission of endowing the newly conquered empire "ith 

a capital city. In accomplishing this task, Don Jose 

employed all the res9urces of a character equally prudent 

and energetic. A yeru- after its foundation, the new town 
, 

reckoned withi,;, its regular ranges of wooden buildings a 

population of 2,300 men and J ,000 women,-<1reek, 

Jewish, and Bulgarian speculfttors,-under the protective 

_superintendence , of a Russian general, staff and garrison. 

It was at this time that the town demanded a llame of its 

noble sovereign. The Empress, whose taste for history 

and serious studies are well known, deemed the point of 

sufficient importance to be submitted to the Academy 

of St. Petersburg; for her genius foresaw that here 
• 

was, the promise of no common-place provincial 4-own, 

destined to vegetate on ' <lome remote shore, but a 

rich commerciiJl emporium, towards which the ships of 

the Merutemmean would soon learn to turn their prows . . 
Thns was Odessa -named. It was fonnd in the history 

of , the ancient colonies of Gre~ce, that not far from 

these latitndes there had existed a city called Odysossa, 

or Qdyssos, and ,the new colony inherited this ancient 

: n&ll/e, recovered from the .poetical record of. the .ancient 

Greek Ii&l:'<l 
In , the yep.!" lT96, Odessa 8SSll,!,ed tJ1e :~ , 0£ 
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a city, well aware of its power an<l dignity. Its first 

care was the establishment of order; ofter order, would 

succeed trade. Accordingly, as SOOft as it had organised 

a police, it erected an exchange ; and trade soon becrune 

the moving spring and bond of uniojl among this people, 

composed of elements so various. In that year eighty-six 
• 

ships had already cast their anchors hC,ncnth tho walls 

of ~dess8, and Rib~ was ~l'ging witll vigour the . . 
(~ompletion of works indispensable to [t ntruitime port 

fur thc.reception of mercfl.1ltilc shipJ,ing., 

At thiR conjuncture, the empire lost its sovereign, 

the immortal Catherille, whom one of lhe greatest 

geniuses of the eighteenth eentnry IlIiCl dignified by 
• • 

the title of " grcflt m iH!." The Emperor Pnul took -the 

reius of the state; hut nnder the new Prince, OJessn , 

fell into neglect, and its t1 en.:lopment was for some .time 

checked. ltibllS WIlS rc-caUed to St. P et.crsburg. ltear­

Admiral Poustochkin being o.ppoin t.cd in his place; 

and to all appearance the views of the Emperor were 

not like those of his august motiter. favourable to the 

new settlements on the Black Sea. However this might 

be, Odessa endured, though Dot without diOiculty, the . . 
'consequences of the neglect into which it had fallen. 

'At the end of 1797 its population amounted already 

to 5,000. souls; distributed among 400 houses. 

Arnona this 'Population, so exclusively devoted to 
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commerce und exchange, DO attempt hail yet been 

made at production, Not a manufactory bad been estab· 

lished--or rather, we mistake--one single manufactory 

did exist; and it is a curious fact, that in the infancy 

of a city which hfl,~ become prosperous in mnturity, 

this mnnufactory supplied what in those days was lUl 

indispensable CDmmodity: powder-hair powder, 

The eighteenth ~eTltury was now drawing JO its close, 

uinidst · threatetling tempests , and even Odessa, scarcely 
, 

beginning its CUleer, and with every right to fancy itself 

safe from the effects of tl lC storm, felt the commotion 

which agitatet! Europe, The new cit,y had not y.,t found 

favour in the eyes of the sovereign, and its inhabitants , ' 

resIgned themselves to their lot, hoping for better times 

in the futnre, It is curious to follow, as they are 

traced in a work on this early period of its history, by 

M, Skalkofsky, . distinguished writer of this country, the 

numerous resp~ctful , but. persevering attempts of the 

inhabitants to obtain the privileges and liberties , the 

objects of their dearest wishes, ',They were never weary 

of laying their humble and unceasing petitions .t the 

foot of tbe throne; praying, at one and the same time, for 

a grant of armorial bearings to their city, for immunities' 

such as Reval lind Riga enjoyed, and for th~ freedoiri 

of her port, Of all ' these favours, solicited 'Willi ~o ' ni""h 
eagerness, they obtained only the '."noria! ',beoitings. 
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These were inauguro.ted with the most pompous cere· 

monies , 8Jld amidst every mark of the mo~t lively 

gratitude. S0011 after! t,ho 81lpplir.-ations of the city 

commenced afresh, 

The people of Odessa, like a true peo),le of traders, 
• 

thought ~o seduce even sovereign ri1flj e~t)' by a present, 

and apparently in t.hose days ft mre one. An envoy ,vas 

disp!ltched to St" Petersburg, C~ITyi lrg with him, IlS fl 

homage from his .filit:lJfol su~i('et~ of. Odessa, three 

thousan,'} of t.he fin est :oranges t.h nt cnuld ,bo found. 

'JllC pl'esf'nt. was received, the Emperor grn.ciously 

expressing his n.cknowledgm'~ llts, flnd immediately the 

importunate demand!; for monopoly nnd freedom were 

flgn.in urged. OdessA. reel~ i\'e d t.hem hack, torn up, w"tlf 
no other n.l1swer thnn that Ruch it request was absurd. 

A day at last eame when the peJ'~evering (' Rort~ of 

this riBing people were c.rowned with success. Prince 

Gaga.rin, President of the Coll ege of Trade, as the 

minister of that department WaR called: intereeded' with 

the Emperor Paul in .favour of l,i. subjeets of New 

Russia. The works in the port of Odessa were resumed, 

the necessary establishments completed, and the laz.­

retto founded on the same spot which it n~w occupies. 

As it had befallen the colonists more than ollce to suffer 

from as_city ;of grain, all exportiltion was suspended; , . 

the , establishment of reserved steres became the object of 
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particular solicitude, and under this salutary system, so 

strongly caUed for in this case, prosperity again resumed its 

progressive march. This teok place in the first year of 

the century, and with each succeeding year, the rise of 

the city became more rapid and more certain. The 
, . 

Emperor Alexander, on ascending the throne, had mani­

fested an inter~st in the remote provinces of the south , 

and had admitte<l them to a co~mUJlity of laws with the 

rest of the empire. This was anotLer pledge of the futnre 

definitive incorporation of these conntries, and the new 

order of things was !;oon attenued with fruitful re.sults. 

Odessa beheld the nI'l'ivfll of a reinforcement of BulgaTinn 

settlers, attracted by the privileges with which , from day 

to ~dnYJ the new city waR being endowed; and soon after, 

it was effectively exempted from 1111 lnxes for twenty­

five. years ; freed from the hurthcn of finding quarters for 

the military, by the construction of seycral barracks , and 

presented with a grant from the crown of the entire territory, 

which it possesses at. the present day; one-tenth of the 

customs' revenue was appropriated to the construction 

of works connected with the port, and other additional 

benefits favoured the development of trade, and of the 
• population. Henceforward, its progress was rapid; the 

tr&ilsactions of trad'e in 1803 involved millions of roubles; 

continual additions' were made to the city, which was 

spreading , out into the ll"anted , tffi.rito~y, and itwlis 


