ODESSA.—SOUTHERN COAST OF THE CRIMEA. 303

under these circumstances that the happy ¢hoice of a
new governor led to the foundation, on an imperishable
basis, of that greatness and wealth which was shortly
to signalise the southern capital of the empire.
Armand-Emmanuel, Duc de Richelieu, had the honour
of connecting his name with the fortunes of Odessa, and
for the city itself, the advent of this enlightened governor,
endowed by nature with all the high qualities which
constitute a founder, was a benefit worthy of eternal
gratitude. Axriving as an emigré in Vienna, at the time
when the disturbed state of his country rendered it
dangerous for those bearing a name connected with the
monarchy; the Due de Richelicu had met with the most
distinguished reception from the Emperor Joseph. The
war in Turkey, so valiantly conducted by the illustrious
Potemkin, inspired the French nobleman with the desire
to serve under such a general. He at once signalised
himsef as so brave a soldier, that he was presented,
beneath the walls of Ismael, with the cross of St. George,
and a sword of honour. Attached to the person of the
Grand Duke Alexander, before that prince became Em--
perbr, the Duke reappeared for a short time in his
native country, then no longer disturbed by the spirit
of revolution, vanquished by the firm will of Bona-
parte, than whem no being in Europe better under-
stood, the value of that powerful word — authority,
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but unwilling to accept the offers of the new master
of France, Richelieu returned to Russia, where he was
invested with the rank of lientenant-general and the
governorship of Odessa.

At the period when the administration of this city
was confided to M. de Richelien, its population amounted
to nine thousand souls, among whom there were as yet
no more than forty-four workmen. Fight churches, a
hospital, and more than = thénsand houses or huts
had been built, and yet the want of workmen was so
mmperiously felt, that the first care of the new governor
was to endow the city with artisans skilled in all the
most essential crafts.  Iovery department of the adminis-
tm;tion being under the controul of one head, and every
branch of the public service equally an object of regard
and vigilance, the city had nothing to do but increase
and flourish. It was at this period that several new
and in;ports,nt benefits were conferred with a lavish hand
by the Emperor Alexander, on the city of his adoption.
The lowering of the custom-house duties, by one-fourth,
attracted to-the port an increased number of ships ;
instead of one-tenth, one-fifth of the total produce of
this branch of the public revenue was appropriated to
the works of the port. A large grant was made to the
lazaretto, the garrison was reinforced, and two great
annual markets established. At the same time & tribunsl
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of commerce was organised, and a school was opened for
the youth destined to a commercial career; the breeding
of merino sheep was encouraged, and the free grant of
lands by the city to speculators in this branch opened
a new and fruitful field for the increase of private wealth.
Ease, which is the constant companidn of industry and
order ; well-being, and the refinement which succeeds it ;
all the minute details of home-life, which in fact com-
prehend all civilization, established themselves by degrees
within these fresh-built walls. The picturesque ramparts
overlooking the sea, naturally invited the inhabitants
to the relaxation of a walk, and thence they might con-
template, with a satistied and hopeful glance, the present
and future condition of their city. Following the ex-
ample of the governor, every one devoted himself n
plantation, to which the Duc de Richelieu attached
n well-grounded importance ; and though the nature
of the soil has militated against the development of
vegetation upon a large scale, considerable service has
been rendered to the city by the importation of certain
varieties of the acacia, which have imparted to the arid
and burnt soil of the surrounding steppe some degree
of shade and coolness.

Agriculture, beginning to be more skilfully practised,
exhibited in 1805 results of sufficient magnitude to
allow Odessa. at the solicitations of the western provinces,

YOoF. I. X
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then afflicted by a dearth, to export 5,700,000 roubles
worth of corn. The war which shortly after broke out in
central Europe acted, in the first instance, unfavourably
on the operations of trade, but the course of events was
such, that at a later period Odessa derived advantage even
fromea state of things which was fatal aud ruinous to so
many nations. In the first place, a considerable body
of Italian merchants *sought a refuge from the system
imposed upon their country, by emigrating into New
Russia, bringing with them their capital,' and their talent
for commercial affairs. At the same time, Odessa, taking
a fortunate advantage of the political situation which
closed the Mediterranean to the trade of the East, drew
to its port, and received in transit, all the merchandise
which the state of war drove away from the Dardanelles.
This accidental deviation in ¢he current of trade brought
a'profit to Odessa of no less than two millions of roubles:
Everything, in short, flourished and increased in this
fortunate city, which was no longer satisfied with its
purely useful establishments, its institutions for merely
commercial ends; like all other capitals, it desired to
sacrifice something to the arts of peace, for the tumult
of war was now -expiring far from its walls, and their
active inhabitants. Architecture, the passion which first
seizes.an enriched people, then came into great honour ;
and several remarkable monuments towersd proudly above
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its humble dwellings. The new fashion had soon its
favoured quarter; even a theatre was built—that luxury
of idlers—and on its stage, in the.absence of any national
drama, were performed Italian operas. The theatre was
erected inrthe neighbourhood of the exchange, as though
to bring in conjunction the laborious: origin of this people,
and the relaxation to avhich a long and toilsome career
had entitled it.

In the midst of this® prosperity, in 1812, the plague
for the first time visited the city, carrying away=two
thousand inhabitants! Scarcely had Odessa recovered
from this terrible calamity, than it was wounded in its
dearcst affections by the unexpected retirement of its
illustrious governor, its guardian genius, summoned back
to his native country by the restoration of its legitimate
sovereigns, and the call of an ancestral name. After a
paternal administration of ecleven years, the Duc de
Richelieu took leave of this city, of whose prosperity he
wag the living embodiment, carrying away with lnm the
good wishes and regrets of a people who had grown
great under his auspices.

More than one éye-wituess deseribed to us the painful
scene which was enacted in the plain at the moment
of separation. The Duke was escorted as far as the first
lt_n@ by all the equipages in the city, the mass of the
p&}pﬂl&hmhmmg collected long beforehand at the place of



308 o®EsSSA.—SOUTHERN COAST OF THE CRIMEA.

leave-takifig. When the parting moment was come, that
moment which was to sever so many affectionate ties, to
crush so many hopes—when a whole people, eagerly press-
ing towards their benefactor, called him by his name, and
sought to seize him ljy the hand, anxious once more to
behold his features, to touch his garments,—the great and
good man, the object of such ‘deep regret, was unable
to overcome the ¥iolence of his emotion ; it was necessary
to tear him away from the scene, and carry him to his
carriage, in which he was rapidly whirled away. The
remainder of his noble career belongs to the history of
gnother country. In the midst of the duties with which
the confidence of the King of France invested him,
M. de Richelien did not lose sight-of the people to
whom he had been as a father. Public gratitude has
raised a durable monument to his memory, on the
sptl)t which his anxious care had embellished.

The statistics of Odessa during this period of eleven
years, present a remarkable increase: without entering
into any details, we will merely state that at the depar-.
ture of the Duc de Richelieu, there were twenty-five
thousand inhabitants in the city, distributed among more
than two _t.housa’t_l‘d ' houses,' and the total amount of
tmdmg ‘operations involved a sum of from forty-five to
fifty ‘_?millions'.

A noble’ task was thus bequeathed to the suseseding
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governor, and the imperial will giving a fresh pledge
of its interest and solicitude for these countries, confided
it to worthy hands. The Comte de Langeron, a French-
man, as was his illustrious predecessor, continued his
good work 'with singular success. An emigre, and the
guest of Russia, M. de Langeron lad given proofs of
distingumished military talénts in Sweden, Turkey, Holland
and Corfu; everywhere, in fact, whither t}"le fortune of
war called him. After the trea.lty of peace, the Emperor,
who was a judge of men, appointed the general governor
of the city of Odessa, and at the same time govérnor-
general of New Russia. By having these powers united
within his own hands, the Count was enabled to embrace,
from a higher point of view, the details of a plan which
was to cement, the interests of Odessa with those of the
vast countries over which the new governor was now
called to rule.

The general commenced his undertaking towards the
end of 1815, Searcely was he installed, when he received
the visit of an august personage—and of this visit Odessa
still preserves the happy mgemory. A prince of the blood
royal, he whom Providence has since called to the throne
of all the Russias, and who at that tune was the Grand
Duke Nicholas, came to judge, by his own observation,
of a state of prosperity which he found not inferior to
ite renawn. It was then no longer a city trying the
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strength of its resources, but a powerful metropolis, which
had won for itself an important rank in our vast empire.
Henceforward, therefore, we shall not have to record the
timid and uncertain essays of a body of adventurous
merchants : we haye only to note a rapid succession of
vast and fortunate eﬂt,erprises. In 1815, Odessa exported
to the value of fourteen millions ; & year after, thirty-seven
millions was the ﬁgﬁre attained under this head; in
another year-it had risen to f‘ort}utwo millions. The
imports during the same period varied from fifteen to
nineteen millions. From that time Odessa became the
vast granary receiving all the supplies of corn, for
which Europe turns to it in times of scarcity; and
as the vessels in its roadstead no longer offered a
sufficiently ready outlet, it was at this period that the
numerous store houses were built, constituting almost
& new town, in which the harvests of this productive soil
are garnered.

Thus were the fortunes of this new city originated
and esteblished. Henceforward it took rank among the
most active and useful cities of ¢he world. To crown its
prosperity, the first and dearest wish—the wish of its
ébmmercial infan'cy-'——-—was-gratiﬁed in 1 817, when it was
declared a free port. 'This measure was productive. of
‘the most important ‘Tesults to the city, opening’ o’ ﬁﬁkl
fot the establishment of manufactories; by the faéilities
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it afforded for the introduction of raw material to be
employed in native manufactures, which would be sold
under favourable conditions, in all the markets of the
south. |

In the first place a boundary wall was raised, within
which thi8 precious freedom should be confined without
being stifled. The spate to be enclosed was vast, and
the construction of the wall lasted twd years, and cost
three hundred thousand roubles. It was not, till 1819 that
free entry was granted to foreign merchandise. Together
with the commodities which constitute its material wealth,
Odessa soon received those intellectual institutions which
were still wanting. The Richelieu Lyceum was founded
at about this time; and under its first director the Abbé
Nicole, that benevolent guide of youth—that second Rollin,
who had come from France laden with all the knowledge
which he knew so well how, with fatherly care, to render
easy and attractive, it was, in a short time, attended by a
considerable number of scholars. A botanical garden was
opened. A Frenchman gave lessons in horticulture, and
planted . saplings—his essays at acclimatising meeting
with frequent success. When war drove the Greeks
from the Archipelago, a numerous cclony of these noble
refugees were received in Odessa. This disconsolate
band l:wought. with them to these hospitable walls, as 18
known, the remains of the patriarch of Constantinople,
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and here,* after having been profaned, they found a
burial, at least Christian. In 1821 a communication was
established with Constantinople by two packet ships,
starting at fixed periods. The postal service from the
east, which formerly ascended northward as far as
Moscow, now passed through the new city. Odessa had
its printing offices, its public journals; and its places of
assembly for the fransaction of business, and the pursuit
of science or amusement. In order to become & seat of
refinement and elegance, as well as a centre of commerce
and industry, but one step remained to be taken—and
this it accomplished with ease, thanks to a new governor-
'genera], as skilful in administration as he is illustrious
‘ine war, a friend to all wise progress, and endowed with
vast acquirements, firm and persevering in the pursuit
of good, indulgent towards the weaknesses of mankind,
one of the highest glories of his country—in one word,
a perfect and accomplished nobleman : in saying thus
much, we have named the Count Michael Woronzoff.

No career has been more pure and honourable than
his. Born in 1782, and educated in England, where
his father was Russian Ambassador, ‘Count Michael
Woronzoff corfimenced life-as & lieutenant in the guards,
and fought in Georgia' and the Caucasus from" 1801
to. 1805 and during - this period of daily warfare ‘he
displayed an amount of courage whioh laid the fonndition
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of 'his great military renown. In Hanover, Germany
and Turkey, his distinguished qualities won him the
promotion he so well deserved. As general-in-chief,
during the French campaign, he stood in the field
against Napoleon at 'Craon, and at the occupation of
France, Count Woronzoff commanded our forces quar-
tered in that kingdom! Maubeuge, his Lead-quarters,
still preserves the memory of his noble conduct, ever
distinguished by the strictest justice. It.was in 1823
that the governor-generalship of New Russia was con-
ferred upon him, and that he established himself in
Odessa, fortunate ecity, to find, in its fifth ruler, all
those qualities united, which had separately rendered
illustrious the first founders of its ever increasing greatness

Under the administration of the noble count, the
progress of the city became more rapid; it was little
to have proposed the task, the difficulty was in carrying
it to completion. The external aspect of the city as-
sumed a remarkable character of grandeur and good
taste; the most suitable measures for insuring the public
health were devised, composing a body of quarantine
i‘egu.la‘tions, which may be held as among the wisest
of any that have been framed for the purpose. Con-
sideralBle sums were devoted to the drainage of the
pnbho roadz ‘to. the outfall of the sewage waters, and
to vavine. and planting the streets with trees. The
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vigilance of a well organized police, established order
and security throughout the bounds of the ci}.y.
Churches, spacious markets, educational establishments,
& vast prison and numerous charitable institutions have
marked this intelligent administration. That the reader
may embrace at one glance all the prosperity for which
the city is indebted to it, we' will borrow from the
work above mehtioned the most recent statistical
wformation which has yet been published relative to
Odessa.

STATISTICS OF ODESSA
AT THE ¥ND OF THE YEAXR 1836,
ACCORDING TO THE DATA OF M, SKALKOFSKY,

Authar of the work entitled * The First 'Thirty Years of Odessa.”

Odessa, 1837.

1. SuPERFICTES OF THE TERRITORY.

Area occupied by Odessa, its two suburbg and the

twelve villages depending from it . . . . . Déciatines 42,628
‘Cuug;:gﬁ houses in the same territory . . . . ’ . 622
V“me j_ﬁan’ts over this surface, yielding eighteen thou-
&n& voubdes . ‘. % . 0w el .‘ . 4,000,000
?ubhnuqmm B s N e e 8
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2. BuiLpings axp Pusric Works.

Churches . .
Government bnildings .
Barracks .

Public gardens

Ports of Quarantine; of entrance and clearaneg and

of Platonoff
Hospitals . . . . . .
Asylum

House of refuge for orphuns . v,

E xercising ground for the troops

Granaries
‘Works and manufuctories .

Private houses in the city

- in the two suburbs

o in the twelve villages

3. PorurLATioN.

Clergy
Nobles and public officiuls
Retired merchants
Merchants in the first guild
., in the second guild .
. in the third guild
Burgesses .
Foreigners not traders
Colonists and citizens of Odessa
Tax payers of varioud®classes
Retired soldiers
Total . . .
beazth 8OXO0S .

315

28 )
27
4
3
3
L) 045
1
5 g
363
34
2,125
1,570
1,178
Mm}. Women.
L H1t
2,678 2,607
18 00
127 102
172 295
1,456 1,484
18,511 16,876
1,366 1,048
1,037 1,089
1,981 1,672
156 98
27,532 26,271
5808

Not including the garrison, and the students in the public sohools.
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4. Posric INsTiTUTION, EDUCATIONAL AND SCIENTIFIC,

Richelieu lyceum, with gymnagivm . . . . . . . 1
School for oriental languages . . . . . . . . 1
Odessa district school 1‘
Parishes . . . . . . . ' -4
Orphan asylum schools o . 1
Commercial Greekschool . . . . | 1
Lutheran . . . . . . . . ’ . 5 = -
Catholic . . . AR T AR R F
Jew-boys . 1
Jew-girls . . 1
Institute of noblemen's daughters . 1
School for young girls supported by the city 1
Boarding school for boys . . . . . 3
for girls . e R EE R

'Total number of scholars, Boys . . . . . . . 1,728

y .  Gids . . . . . . . 652 } %m0
Typographical printing-offices . 8 W v 3
Lithographic ” W oG W W & W e a | 3
Public librexry . . . ., . . . 1
Museum of New Russia . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Russian Society of rural economy . . . . . . . . 1

5. CoMMERCE AND NAVIGATION.
) Roubles.

Ill?ports in 183? S e S 18,282,622’,, : _'59,9&:9;820

Exports , . . . . . . . 84,667,208 ,,
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Companies, Marine Assurance . i e onw o x wmw X
. Black Sea Steam Packet . . . . ., . . | 1 li
s New Russia @ 1 l
. Sheep-breeding . . BT | I’\
o ‘Horseracing ... . . . . . . . . . .1 |
. Artificial Mineral Waters . . .,. . . . . ] }

6. £y BupeEer.

Reveres.
Fifth of the Customs' revenue * . . I,SSR,M;}
Land and house tax, patents, &e, . :39?,151.12'} TdBAlRA
Eapenditure.
Public buildings, courts of justice, paviug and
lighting, &e . . . . . . . . . . . . . 187481810

Several of these numerous establishments, bearing the
impress of the highest order of wisdom, were visited by u:s,
and found entirely worthy of their founder. First among
our visits we must place that which we paid to the
botanical garden of Odessa, because to this circumstance
we owe the very efficacious and useful assistance afforded
to our labours by M. de Nordmann. Attached to this es-
tablishment since 1833, M. de Nordmann superintends its
management with that zeal with which he is animated in
the pursuit of natural science; and on learning the object
of 'our' expedition‘-' and ‘the researches we were desirous
of prosecutmg in the Crimea, espemally in the depart-

mént of oology, the ardour of an old traveller was
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awakened within him, and I was fortunate enough to
persuade him to accompany us into the Tauric peninsula,
with which, by five previous excursions, he had made
himself familiar. The collections in the department of
natural history, made from this ‘interesting country, and
shown to us by M:de Nordmann, excited the enthusiasm
of our naturalists to such a degree, that they already
began to lament over the few days of rest we had
spent in the luanrious indolénce of this Asiatic Capua.
However, from that dax M. de Nordmann was enlisted
in our expeditionary phalanx. Those of my readers who
are lovers of conscientious studies, and will follow me
to the end of the complete narrative I am about to give
-?f our united labours, will certainly find in them where-
withal to justify my eagerness to sassociate with us this
modest savant, and will doubtless congratulate me on
my couquest in favour of science. The garden, under
the direction of M. de Nordmann, is destined rather to
form young gardeners than to bring up plants, to the
cultivation of which both the climate and soil are equally
unfavourable. After two or three years practical study,
these students receive a certificate of proficiency, and
obtain employment either at Odessa, where the lovers of
gardening have net -beenl discouraged by fruitless eés:xya,
or 1n the Crimes, Where the nature of the soil is entirely
i fmmm' of any expenmenm -which may be wtt;empted.
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ipon. it.+ The attempts at acclimatising plapts which
rave been made in the botanical garden itself, have been
ttended with satisfactory results, especially in the case
f species coming from North America and Japan; but
the most successful results obtained are in rearing a
sertain species of tree, of which the garden furnishes forty
thousand saplings, to meet the demands of Government,
and of private individuals. A director, a.secretary and four
master gardeners compose’the staff of ,«H‘Té./ establishment,
to which an allowance of ten ‘thousand roubles 18 made
from the funds of the city. The expenses in excess of
this sum are defrayed by the annual sale of the saplings,
which are disposed of at a very moderate price, in order
to encourage the cultivation and propagation of this
species of tree.

A curious collection, which is at the same time of a
botanical and industrial character, has been formed' in
Odessa, in the museum of Monsieur Fabre, chief of the
governor-general's office. Every species of wood which
the soil of the empire produces, will be classified n this
dendrological museum. It already contans a con-
siderable number of specimens, both in the rough and
polished state. M. Fabre, who so intelligently employs
the brief intervals of leisure left him by his occupations,
treated ua, dunng our interesting visit to his collection,
with the groatest kindness and courtesy, and displayed n
varied store of information.
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In the hospital of Odesga there appeared to-us much
room for improvement, as regarded the good order and
ventilation of the wards. The patients are, however, well
attended ; but it is to be regretted that this charity, from
a regard to useless display, should not provide the sick
with all the comforts which it otherwise might do. The
surgical departmeni;, entrusted 4o the skill of Doctor
Andriewsky, a young practition}:r already celebrated,
presented at the weye of our visit several cases of frightful
lesions in thé most 1mportant .organs. The hideous
aspect of so” much suffering, and the heat of the day,
made me anxious, for my part, to bring the visit to a
close, and all who were not, like Dr. Léveilld, attracted
by scientific interest, sought elsewhere sights of a more
cc(mgeuial description.

The TUniversity of Odessa now embraces a large
number of schools and colleges; all the governments of
New Russia are, in their educational departments, subor-
dinate to this estublishment. The Richelieu Lyceum
is said to turn out distinguished pupils; besides this
institution and the private schools, there is & military
school, a school for oriental languages, and one for
the instruction " of . pilots.  The Greek populataon of
Odessa. i8 more especlally devdted to @ sea—fa.rmg hfe
and to ﬂshmg, but owmg to the natural 1ndolence of
this people, these bra.nahes of mdustly hmre not izei‘.
received that development of which’ they ' are capahl
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With roads abounding in figK, Odessa is nevertheless
il provided, and the prices are beyond the reach of
moderate fortunes. The fisheries therefore should be-
come the object of serious attention on the part of
government. The same cannot be,said with respect
to the supply of fruit in this ca.pi;,al; the numerous
fruiterers’ stalls, sheltered by large awnin gs, remind one of
the shops in Italy and Spain; but it is on ly”for one kind
of fruit that the people show a pmﬁ:ulm‘ predilection,
und one that is easily gratified, as large quantities of it may
be procured for the smallest coin. This fruit, which
retains its Tartar name of Arbouz, is the water-melon,
or pastec of the southern countrics adjoining the
Mediterranean. It may be stated, without exaggeratiof,
that during three months of the year more than thirty-
thonsand pastecs a day are consumed in Odessa. So
long as the great heat endures, the people have no
other food or beverage than.is afforded by this spongy
fruit; a practice contrary to sound hygienic principles, in
a country subject at intervals to epidemic fevers and other
acute affections.

The -climate of Odessa is remarkably influenced by
the situation of the city. FElevated ‘above the level of
the sea, entirely exposed from all quarters to the wind,
whlch sweeps along the sands of the surrounding

plateau raising up clouds of fine dust, Odessa through-
VOL. 1. Y
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out the ‘summer, is parthed with drought, and in
the winter, from similar causes, enveloped in thick
mists. Much has been said of the unwholesome
nature of the air; but if we may judge of the public
health by general appearances, the air has been wrongly
impugned ; it is 'presumable, however that sickness
generally makes its appearance with the oceurrence
of sudden cl:engeq of temperature, and in this respect
Odessa 18 unfortunately conditioned.

Although the latitude under which it is situated
(46° 80”) 1s generally temperate, this city is visited
with & more rigorous winter than is observed else-
where under the same latitude; while on the eontrary,
i sumier, the heat may be compared to that of the
torrid zone. 'This, as we have stated, results from the
complete nakedness of the countries of which Odessa
is the eapital, and it should be added, that these un-
favourable conditions are common to all the cities
upon these endless steppes.

A more serious disadvantage for & city, doubtless
destined to take a high position, 18 the scarcity of
water, daily becoming more and more felt. In the
rapid and ext:ﬁofdinarj aggrandizement of this city,
this pressing want of each moment of the day has
not: been sufficiently considered. - But we have good
reason to look hopefully to the future, from the zeal
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of the enlightened and enterprising governor,’ in whbse
hands the destinies of this city are confided. Shonld
God prosper the designs of Count Woronzoff, with the
aid of science, water will flow from this arid, soil.
Odessa possesses a great number of wells, furnishing
a wholesome water, which is cnpablé of being rendered
sufficiently abundant to satisfy all waunts ,without cost;
this problem is one involving the imposant question
of public health, and the utmost Sxertion of govern-
ment should therefore be directed to the solution of it.
As regards fuel, liutherto wood has been, and continues
abundant. The anticipations founded on the discovery
of conledeposits in Bessarabia, have not been followed
by results sufficiently important and certuin to allow
any dependance to be placed on these resources; but
the zcal and perseverance with which searches will
be directed by the authorities, will no doubt lead to
some important disco%rcries, and it will be a fortunate
day for the city when such a mine of wealth shall be
at its disposal.

We have heard it remarked by sailors, that the position
of Odessa, as a seaport, was not free from objection, and
that both Kherson and Nicolaiefl offered a safer anchorage
to vessels, and a more natural outlet for the produce of
southern Russia. - There may be some ground for the
first of thess criticisms: nor is there need of much skill

Y 2
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in ¥uch matters to discover that the roadstead of Odessa,
wlich is of the class called outlying, is exposed. to the
violence of the winds, and that the action of la.rge
breakers driven into the port must tend to accumulate
banks of sand. As regards the second point, we are
unable to express AN opinion, ﬁrmly determined as we
are to judge.by our own experience; it appears to us,
however, tha.Mhe situation of Odessa does not furnish
an unfavourable ~“'1:;'1‘:1*5131; for the produce of the southern
countrics. Long before its constitution as a free port
turned the secale in its favour, the vessels from the west
already sought to exchange their cargoes in its port.
There must naturally have been some powerfuleinduce-
‘ntent in the advantages presented by the situation of
Odessa to attract, when but scarcely marked out on the
site of Hadji Bey, the trade of the northern coast of the
Black Sca, at the expense of Kherson. When we call
to mind the struggle against the indifference -of the
metropolis, carried on for ten years, and that Odessa,
in this struggle, would infallibly have perished, had it
not had within it some powerful element of strength;
causing it to triamph over every obstacle. The plains
of Bessarabia and Podolia, and all those spreading
eastward to the course of the Boug, possess no more
nat.ural outlet than Odessa, and they may, without
prejudice to the trade of Kherson, bring into its store-
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houses the wool, the grain, the leather, and Jthe tallow,
which form the principal exports of the country.  As
regards metals exported by the sea Azoff, whither they
are brought down the rivers, or by the caravans from the
north, it is easily intelligible that they should have
adopted a port easy of access, and into which vessels
were naturally driven 'by the same wind which had
urged them through the steaits of Azofle  The very
circumstance which consfitutes the safery of the roadsteads
of Kherson and Nicolaieff; namely, the extreme difficulty
of entering them, may, in certain cases, have proved
prejudicial to the development of their trade.

But it is useless to devote more time to the examina-
tion of questions which at this, our first and brief vigita
to Odessa, \.vc had scarcely time to enter into. Dazzled
as we were by the polished society and all the eleganec
of a great city, lulled by the blandishments of a life of
indolence and plenty, after fatigues and privations of
every kind, we were not, certainly, tll-disposed to acknow-
ledge Odessa as the natural and legitimate capital of a
world newly sprung into existence. We were charmed
by the gay appearance of. the handsome houses,
stretching along the elegant boulevards, and cared but
liﬁtle whether or not these architectural riches were due
ehiefly to the nature of the stone, so obedient to the chisel,

Wa heard it. stated. moreover. that instead of reposing on
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a solid foundation, this beautiful city was built upon a frail
bed of shells, whose agglomerated mass was crumbling
by the effect of time.  But in these precarious tenements,
we found so cordial a welcome, so much refinement, so
perfect and amiable a tone, so flure a taste and so
delicate n tact, that everything conspired to fascinate us
in a most agreeable manner. I' hasten to come to the
day when, insgonipliaice with the kind solicitations of
Count 'Worm:zm" less than to gratify a very natural
desire, we took passage on hoatd the * Peter the Great,”
a pretty stemmer, rumning during the whole season
between Odessa and the three principal points of the
ancient Chersonese, Yalta, Theodosia and Kertch.
Yalta was the point we were bound for; and on the
same boat with us, a numerous suite was in attendance
upon the Countess Woronzofl, on her way to join the
gm;ernor-geneml, i his pal&ce. at Aloupka. On the
10th of August, at noon, in the midst of a crowd of
spectators collected upon the mole to gaze on the brilliant
and noble assembly on board the ¢ Peter the Great,” we
put out to sea. To mame all the persons assembled on
board the steamer, would be to enumerate all the partici-
pators in a general conversation, gay, witty and animated,
in the midst of which the first hours of our journey
slipped away, favouted by wmagmificont. weather. . The
ladies, accustomed to this trip ;;.df"-jl'ei_ghty leagues or 8o,
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taking them to their country-houses two, or three
times in the season, appeared quite familiarized with
the sea. The evening passed off in the most calm
manner ; but at sunset, a large red streak along
the horizon boded a less ‘peaceful night. The most
experienced among the sailors szil'e..d not. to make the
remark, and they had®the glory of being right in their
prognostics. At night-fall the wind *roses and the sea
washed continually over the somewhat low deck of our
elegamt steamer. This eccasioned some confusion, and
a great deal of seca-sickness, which even the most expe-
nenced of our fair passengers did not escape. At
midnight, we descried the beacon at Tendra, situated
at the extremity of a long tongue of ln.nd; so low, tha
evén in the day-time it is lost in the sea-line. Some
time after, we beheld the light of Tarkanbout on our
left, and in the morning we admired all these things,
so indistinctly perceived at night, as we passed in the
midst of a fleet composed of four ships .of the line and
two frigates belonging to the imperial navy; they were
performing evolutions near the coast of Crimeg, which
-we beheld before eleven o'ciock. A watch-tower, situ-
ated on the lower point of the Chersonese, marks the
first point of the southern coast. The eye is soon after
charmed with lofty mountains of so beautiful a form, that
they-might be taken for the natural barrier, which rises,
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verdure clad, between the city of Genoa and the duchy
of Lucca. After passing the first headland, we made
rapid way, the sea still continuing rough, as we passed
a number of picturesque sites, which our obliging
companions could scarcely name 'quick enough. That
immense pmm»rn:llto:n"jr was Cape Parthenium. At the
summit of this promontory,—mnot without its poetical
associations, R here, according to all the ancient poets,
was enacted the grand drama of ‘Orestes and Iphigenia—
in the furthest recess of that ‘bay, and upon that high
wall of rock, was the monastery of St. George, sur-
mounted by a red dome, and the gilt point of its lightning
conductor. Yonder was Balaclava, with its Genoese ruin,
baged upon a rock, and overlooking a narrow creek inio
which ships and fishing-boats enter as in a port. At
this place, a basin, concealed from the view, offers a_safe
and secret harbour; no mast would be high enough to
betray the presence of any vessel behind that screen of
rocks. Farther on, Cape Aia rises at the extreme
southern point of the Taurida. This cape, which the
Greeks called Kriou-met-opon, presented, doubtless, to
the eye of the ancient geographers a resemblance to the
head of a ram. ‘As we proceeded, the coast became
more and more pict.uresque The aspect of the country
is less rugged, and the high barrier. of mountamwecedes,
leaving between itself and the sea mhly-wooded slopes.
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Kastropoulo, one of those useful establishmentg for which
the memory of my revered father, their founder, will ever
be respected, presented itself soon after, with its white
houses looking over a tract of vineyard sloping down to
the very sands of the sea-shore. At the sight of this
domain, which was unknown to me‘,. and which formed
one of the noblest portlons of my paternal inheritance—~
on beholding these recent endeavours sof a',ngood man to
encourage, in this remote country, & branch of culture
which may one day enrieh it—1I cannot find words to
describe the emotion with which I was scized.

That portion of the southern coast which is inhabited
by wealthy land-owners now spread itself before our gaze;,
here a palace in the byzantine style, that seemed sprupge
from some oriental dream, marks out its slender ontlines
against a mass of foliage, and unfurls from its summit
our national banner. This was Aloupka, the centre of
his magnificent assemblage of mansions; and even at
the distance we were from the coast, we could distinguish
the threé cannon shots which saluted us as we passed.
A light-house, standing on a hillock, marked the entrance
to the Bay of Yalta, and the terminus of our journey.
The unfavourable weather had caused us to arrive six
hours later than the ordinary time. The  Peter the
Gresat " anchored within & short distance of a jetty which
serves a8 & pfqtoetion to small craft only. In a few
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moments, a small boat appeared, making its way through
the threatening waves. In it was the Count Woronzoff,
whom I found as kind, gracious and amiable as ever,
grown younger from the happiness which surrounds him,
and bearing upon his fine tranquil countenance the
impress of a mind ‘rendered happy by the contemplation
of the good it has accomplished. © The Count's reception
filled me witk'gra.titude, no less on my own behalf than
that of my compenions, who were welcomed with that
generous cordiality which expresses itself under the most
simple and natural forms.

In another moment we were on land, comfortably
mstalled in an hotel conducted (vanity of human
greatness!) by Signor DBartolucei, ex-basso-cantate at
the theatre of Odessa.




CHAPTER VL

CRIMEA.—TAGANROG.—NOVO-TCHETIKASK.

6 ¢ ,éfzqéy; Few situations are so picturesyue
© as that of the burgh of Yalta. Its

P()l'fa 1s more an ornament than a

port. The mnew houses of this
burgh are sheltered by the high
mountains of the chain of Yaila.
* Recently built on the very site of
an ancient Greek town of some consequence, Yalta
occupies the whole of the northern part of a very spacious
bay, -be_tween cape Nikita on the north, and cape Ai-Todor



Jd% CRIMEA.—TAGANROG.—NOVO-TCHERKASK.

on the south. This coast, swrounded by beautiful
landscapes, is perfectly sheltered on one side, whilst on
the other it is exposed to the winds and heavy seas
from the south-east; this 1s the case also at Odessa,
and even when the winds have’ subsided, the waves
in the Day continue agitated for some time, while
the sands, thrown up from the bottom by the motion of
the sea, ten{l mowe and more to contract an anchorage
already sulficiently ancommodious. The port of Yalta
will therefore never be a maritime settlement of any
importance ; it is one of those temporary shelters, where
sallors may cast anchor for a short time, but could
not, even at an enormous cost, be made into a per-
enanent harbour. However, as a mere pied-d-terre
for all the notabilities who during the " summer people
the southern coast, Yalta is a place of soihe importance.

With regard to public institutions, Yalta is not behind
any large town; a custom-house, a post-office, architects,
chemists, and a variety of shops, filled with everything
to tempt greediness, one of the chief sourceés of pleasure
in this country—nothing is wanting. The principal hotel
is called la Citta di Odessa, and assumes all the dignity
which distinguishes B respectable hotel from a common-
plage inn. A house arranged with taste and Bppropriate
to n‘;s hospitable purp_oseé, 8 thing too rare in these
parts, has been built by order of Count de Woronzoff.
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The Count may in truth be called the host of these
shores. In the long garden of the southern coast, he
has allowed no pleasing detail to escape the visitor.
The hotel once established, a major domo was required ;
it was then that Signor Bartolucci, the excellent basso
cantante, quitted the boards at Odessa to* create a new
part for himself here,: which he fills with equal satis-
faction to the public

The next day we were conveyed in the equipages
sent by Count de Woronzofl' to Al.uupku. The road
from Yalta to this beautiful residence runs along the
shore of the bay, and rises by a gentle ascent to the
first hills which command the sea on the west, whences
reaches the base of the rocks of the Yaila, which rises®
like a wall, eighteen hundred feet high, extending from
Yalta to Cape Ai-Tador. This road is smooth, and so
casy, that carriages can go at the utmost speed ul.)on
it.  About midway up the mountains, you meet with a
number of villas on the roadside, one and all con-
structed with the most tasteful fancy. Here a small
Asiatic palace greets you, with disereet blinds and minaret-
shaped chimneys;'*a little further, an elegant gothic
manor, or one of those pretty English cottages covered
with ivy, and surrounded with verdure, which long
retains its freshness. Sometimes you find a dwelling built
enititely”of wood, fancifully varnished, and almost hidden
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by its large verandas; here a group of white and graceful
arrets, there a mass of ruins; everywhere trees, grass,
sparkling water, garlands of hawthorn and beds of purple
ahlias. The traveller advances thus along a road winding
lor a distance of fifteen versts by‘the side of the great
camparts of the Yaila; on his left the glittering and
boundless sea; at his feet, sloping down to the shore,
verdant declivities ‘covered with villas, beautiful vineyards,
and winding pathways. T}lrou'g'lmut its extent, the road
is protected, like a drive throfigh an English park, by
wooden barriers painted white, which though slight, prevent
the head and eyes from suffering the dizziness which so
vapid a pace might occasion. Everywhere above head, are
over-hanging rocks a thousand fect high, from the crevices
of which an abundant vegetation makes its way, and waves
in the wind. But who can attempt to describe these lovely
views as they deserve. Amidst them I spent a brief inter-
val filled with sensations of which it is utterly impossible
to give any idea. On such occasions we see, we admire,
but never for a moment dream of finding words to match
the dazzling beauties of the scenes which charm us. Besides,
1 was not a fanciful, and still less & poetical traveller;
my visit to Count de Woronzoff was for a serious and
useful end: I was anxious to get to the provinces neigh-
bouring the Don, where it will be remembered an
imﬁemm part of my expedition was to be established.
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under the direction of M. le Play. How I.longed to
judge for myself of the justice of our mutual expectations,
and to follow the progress of my companions in the
study which was the object of their travels; for I had
not come to Aloupka.to indulge egotistically in poetical
meditations, but to advance more “rapidly towards my
destination : I intended remaining but one day amidst
the enchantments of this plincelj country“file. I was
resolved to make my eééape on the very same evening
from this kind hospitality } the amiability of the hosts, the
splendour of the sky, and the magnificence of the country,
what allurements were these to conquer, and how hard
the struggle, when, on the other hand, we had to launch,
afresh into steppes without end. I must, however, do»
myself the justice to say that I did resist. To present
my respects to Count de Woronzoff, and thank him, in
my own name and that of. my companions, could be done
in one day, and in one day I did it. Count de Woronzoff,
who thoroughly appreciates all good motives, understood
the saerifice I was making to duty. He welcomed my
foreign colleagues with that gracious courtesy which wins
all hearts to him ;snd from that moment he became a
guide and protector to them. As may be imagined, under
such generous patronage, I did not hesitate to leave
them to follow their own inclinations in making arrange-
merite for wisiting every part of this interesting country
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as was their intention. The day passed but too quickly
in the midst of a numerous. and select party. After
taking a rapid view of tMe rustic gardens and the magni-
ficent oriental palace which the Count was finishing at
this time, in the expectation of a royal visit, the glorious
and - well-merited reward of so many labours, I took
leave of this Ino‘ble‘ lord, not without having received
from him advice full of kindness to myself, and most
courteous ~promises- in favour of those I left behind.
Night- was already far advanced, when I resumed the
road to Yalta, not however alone, for Count Galateri,
aide-de-camp to the governor-general, in whom I soon
-found an obliging and devoted guide, had been attached
itq me for my rapid campaigns of the Don. I also took
back with me to Yalta, in order to give him my last
1118truct10na the individual who was to replace me with
my colleagues; less experiens od travellers than himself,
heedless of the morrow, like all men of science, and full
of the -a,rdm}'r of i:raeamsts,they needed a prudent
guardianship ; 1 had &eputéd S&insbn, an  inveterate
tra.veller, o Tepresent me a8 ‘pilot to-the caravan.

Dari ____the whole day, Mﬂupka that privileged spot,
had mgoyéd 8 mﬂd and -warm temperature, but it was
not 80 in the bay of Yalta: the wind had not ceased
howling, and the swollen waves rendered it difficult: 1o
put cut-from shore to the « Peter the Great,” n which my
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carnage had been left. We should have had fo wait a
long time for & more quiet sea, and all delay was forbidden
at this moment. The winds, said the captain—an old
English sailor, who certainly knew something about it—
the winds might continue violent for several days. My
resolution Was soon taken; I abandomed my carriage,
which the steamer was to convey the next.da.y to Kaffa,
and I determined to post s fr as this town ™ télégue,
a rude and swift national carriage.

There is so great a similarity between this Russian
equipage and the Wallachian caroussi, which 1 have
already mentioned, that a minute description would be
superfluous ; suffice it to say, the télegue is the best of
the two. You are more comfortable on the straw,
which is not spared, and abundantly fills the little box
m whichsthe traveller is seated. Two passengers may,
if needful, find room on the mountain of cloaks and
coverings héaped together in lien of a seat, lending
each other the support of a shoulder over the rough
places through which the télégue is dragged, at the plea-
sure of two vigorous horses. In front of the machine, and
with no other seat than a narrow plank, is perched the
céaohtnan, who never ceases speaking to his horses: to
concluda, as a final distinction—and in th¥s consists
themmmtesz;ble mperiority of the télégue to the humble
carougsi-of the Wallachisns—a metal bell is suspended
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to the fOI‘P part of the pole, and swmgmg to and fro with
great noise dnrmg the whole time' the carriage is in
motion, constantly reminds the t.raveller that sleep would
be dangerous on his perilous sea.t When we arrived
at a town, the bgll was supprqssed, out of respect for
the ears of the citizens. It is in such rade carriages,
howavbr, that innumei'able trd#éllers officers, agents,
couriers, aitd gov’ernment functmnanes, continually tra-
verse -the empire,  galloping 3ay and night, crossing
over thousands of versts in this uncomfortable position,
and with no . other shelter than a eloak, which serves
as an equal protecuon against the sun, the rain, the
dust,, and the mud. T leave the reader to imagine
what sort of a constitution you must be gifted with, to
stand such frightful travelling. In less time than is
 meeessary to demmbe this simple ‘and primitive eqmpage,
we had already pﬁssed t,heiong and winding ways through
the vplley of Y S “ﬁ.ml were ro]hng with mmdexﬁllv
swiftness over*ﬂ;] "“"?tiful ond et along the side of
thg muntuns"&;v% L. dthe sea from a vast
ing their m mwds the east. We 'had-,

' t.he lst to ﬁne l‘aj:h of Amgdst it i 1s easy to coneewe‘ ‘, "g
: ;the soorching heat we had to endure PRI
Under the bhzmg mysn of the sun, our fms w“_f

bumt ih less than an hour in such A manner as long
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to retain. the traces. Nikita, with its beautifnl gardens,
Massandra and its rich vineyards, Ai-Danil, and the
whole of this picturesque road soon vanished from our
sight. 'We then came to the A‘fou-Dagh-. This immense
promontory advances so far into the sea, that the road
cannot be brought round it, and accordingly proceeds
along a second rai:ge "of moumains here, heaven be
thanked, are to be found the most cool and dehghtful re-
treats, large trees, beauhful forests, cAscades, and all those
happy and wonderful effects which artists prize so much.
Italy itself is surpassed—surpassed by the Crimea: land-
scape pa.ini,ers must allow it, Alouchta, a semi-Tatar
town of some importance, sitnated on the coast, terminates®
this magnificent line of shore. A considerable valley®
opens towards the sea close by, and from this spot we quit
the coast to enter into the interior of Taurida, directing
our course towards the central part, where Sympheropol
is situated. At first for a considerable time our course
was all up-hill; the road following the lower declivities
‘'of the Tehadir-Dagh. This is truly & majestic mountain;
the. bighest of the Crimea. Tts summit, forming a table,
is & good land mark for the ships in the Black Sea:
also commands on the north the whole expanse of the
steppe — that sea of dust, where the Tatar caravans
salitte it from a-far.

When' -0dr . modest equipage had toiled up these
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imposing heights, we found that the country became less
and less picturesque, as we descendcd the reverse and
northern side of the Tchadir- Dagh vegetation becomes
scanty, and soon ceases altogethor on the skirt of the
plains, where you meet with it no more, except at the
bottom of ravines, and along the course of the Salghir.
Neverthelgss, mature hele 18 stﬂl beautiful and rich. A
fow villages here ‘and there are met with: that called
Soultan-Mahmoud dccupies a conspicuous place in my
recollections, on account of a horde of gipsies, encamped
in the neighbouring fields. It is impossible to obtain,
without gomg out of Europe, a more complete idea of
those wild tribes, which lend so much interest to the
naratives of navigators. A few rags was all the whole
tribe possessed in the way of attire, and the children and
young people, who had been forgotten in the distribution
of iieredi'ta'fy tatters, scarcely’ appeared any the worse
clothed. In evexj* village, also, troops of the most trouble-
some dogs in the world pursued ‘us with inveterate obsti-
nacy. At last we arrived at Sympheropol, the present
capital of the Crimes, and the head-quarters of the
govgmment of Taurida. Our Journey, though rapid, had
neverhheless been & hard ‘trial, and we eagerly and grate-
fully aceepte& the kind offer of M. Mourounzoﬁ’ the civil
governor, to lend ‘us h:s camage as far as Kaffa.
Sympher@pql,- though so far wom T8 THOUNTANS, 18
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not quite in the steppe. Its environs, intersected by a
few ravines; where the supply of fresh water maintains
vegetation, offers sorhe favourable sites for the cultivation
of the vine. The valley of the Salghir, extending
northward, is especially remarkable for the beauty of
its.trees. The town is divided into two parts : first, the
ancient Ak-Metchet ®f the Tatars, where we find
narrow populous alleys; lined with siwp; ot all kinds,
classed according to thfe’ oriental cystom ; then the wew:
town, where we already recognise the bLreadth and
regularity of our own streets. The principal church, of
elegant design but slight materials, adorns one of the
spacious squarcs of the town.  Another square, or rather
market-place, situated in the centre of Sy.ln‘pherol_)ol,‘j:s
filled with a noisy medley of buyers and sellers.  People of
every nation are here gathered, talking every known’ lan-
guage under the sun: we could fancy ourselves at the foot
of the Tower of Babel. Greeks, Tatars, Armenians, Jews,
and Russians incessantly. pass and repass in the midst of
merchandise and cattle, the headlong droschkies of the
Russians, and the leisurely madgiars of the Tatars, drawn
by a couple of enormous dromedaries, with double humps,
and the most imperturbable aspect. This town is,?rom
its position, the centre of all activity and entefprise. A
number of new houses are being erected in the capital; an
Art.emanwe]l promises an abundant supply of water; and a
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few inns, recently established, favour the sojourn of travel-
lers. To this day, however, the innkeepers, trusting to the
custom adopted by the better class of Russians, of always
travelling with their beds, have made no effort to provide
visitors with amy better sleeping 'accommodation than
miserable sofas, scaziﬁly stuffed with hay, indiscriminately
provided for travellers of all ranks, whom the fatigues of
the journéir, and the meagrdness of the supper, equally
dispose to sleep. In a few years beds will have found
their way into these mns. We have seen more wonderful
things in the way of progress than this.

At midnight, we left Sympheropol. The governor had
Jent us his carriage, and in it we were soon rolling over a
agooth steppe. We quickly passed through Kara-Sou-
Bazar, a large Tatar town, but the darkness prevented
our observing its character; then, still keeping across the
steppe, we reached the oriental side of the Crimea, and
Kaffa, the balf Genoese and half Tatar town, which with
all its Italian aspect, reminding one of Bologna, yet
preserves withal some vestiges of the Mussulman city.
Kaffa appeared to us beneath the beams of the rising sun,
enclosing within its ancient, walls and turrets the ruined
memorials of the power which it so long enjoyed. The
port of Kaffa,-called also by its ancient name of Theodosia,
formerly rich and well-peopled, is now rarely entered, save
by & few small vessels laden with the produce of the
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steppe—the steppe which, uncultivated as it ig, is yet in-
credibly fertile. The traffic which formerly gave animation
to Kaffa, is in the present day transferred more to the east
in the roads of Kertch, where the favourable position of
the strait, uniting the Sea of Azoff with the Black Sea,
attracts 'a mumerous concourse of ° vessels Theodosia
is gemerally considerel an agreeable city; it is chiefly
populated by Greeks, *but*commerce® has at “all times
brought a great number of strangers to it. Many Arme-
nions and Karaim Jews reside within its walls ; the
suburbs are inhabited by Krim Tatars, and another tribe
of Tatars, the Nogais, with Chinese countenances, 'may
constantly be seen driving their cars through its streets,
We merely hurried through the public places, thoroughfaresy
and somewhat limited promenades of Theodosia. The
“ Peter the Great” had kept its word, and my carriage
was landed on a far more commodious port; accordingly
I hastened to pursue my journey with my constant
companion in weal or woe, the Count de Galater.
We shaved this time the comforts of an excellent
coach, as we had dome the previous night the
joltings of the roughest of vehicles. We rea,ehed
Arabat th;h unequalled rapidity, taking a direct line
from south to north. The distance was, performed
. four ham's, iand a3 we turmed our backs upon
the mongta.m,s of ‘the Crimes, our only horizon was
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raparts, runs directly northwards, betweqn dashing
waves on one side, and on the othrer, stagnant and
putrid waters, always emitting a horrible and puisonous
stench. This narrow causeway is intersected towards
the northern extreﬁlity by a canal about a hundred
metres long, forming a communication between the two
seas, and is rather' pompously designated a strait.
Several post-houses are established® on the isthmus,
which fortunately enable one tos travel with tersific
rapidity. The post-master of the place, stupefied by
constant drunkenness, obstinately refused to assist us
and when we remonstrated encrgeﬁcally with him upon
his intemperance, he told us it was the dull and
tedious life he led which drove him to it. Whas
could we say in answer to so good a reason? We
endeavoured, by patience, to set this unfortunate man
a good exa.xhple.

It was midnight when we landed on firm ground af
Yenitchi, beyond the strait, whence we were to direct our
course towards the east, skirting at some distguce the
coast of the Sea of Azoff. Still the same endless plain
lay before us, the same tedious ‘and flat horizon vanishing
in the distance, in the midst of which, how delightful
a relief it was to chance upon a human being !

When the sun rises amid damp vapours, and gradually
ascends over the plain, the deceptive phenomenon of
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mirage frequently occurs, painting lakes, rivers and mea-
dows on- the refracting morning mists, transforming
the smallest stem rising abdve the ground into a ma-
jestic tree, converting & man into a tower, and a
baggage waggon into a gigantic palac;e. These illusions, so
inducive to dreamy (medita.tion, occupied our attention in
the mornings, and at evening, in'the fiery clouds of the
west, we pictured biack rocks, formidable peaks, and volea-
noes pouring forth torrents of lava. As to the mid-day, it
passed but heavily, in spite of constant movement, and the
wide spaces we travelled over. At the stations alone we
for a moment came in contact with living creatures. And
avhat suffering did we not witness in these deserts, beneath
¢hpse huts, where disease exists in its worst forms, and
medical assistance can never penetrate! These people,
labouring under the most dreadful diseases, await without
heli:, and what is worse than all, without hope, the close
‘of sufferings of which they cannot even calculate the ex-
tent—miserable axa.;nples of human patience and resigna-
ation! One poor old sick man, for whom we expressed
our compassion, said, with honest and unaffected humility,
that peasants were not sent into the world for their own
"Flﬁéa"srqu. And certainly, if ever spot on earth were ealcu-
lated o exercise tha"-'virtue of patience, it is this.

Ourfirst day's journey did not elapse without an adven-
ture. ‘At oneof the last relays, we found the post-house iri
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the greatest confusion—all the inhabitants, ip a state of
anguish and consternation, running backwards and forwards
like people in the greatest distress. Our arrival was eagerly
welcomed, and by every available voice at once we were
asked, if by any m_efius we could recall to life a dying
woman ? - This was a serious affair. 'When introduced into
the house, I was soon’ convinced that the dying woman,
who was the post-mistfess? posséssed her vital energies
to an eminent degree, and that if she was In any dang‘cr,
it arose from having taken too cepious a dinner on the
previous day. The poor woman was, however, almost
sutfocating, and nothing but a sudden inspiration could
save her. Fortunately, I was struck with such a medical
inspiration. I hadin my carriage a preparation of seidlits
powders, which I had always found productive of excellent
results. I administered a powerful dose to the sick woman.
You may easily conceive.my anxiety, although I knew
the remedy to be harmless. After waiting a short time,
however, it had the desired eﬂ'ect,,' aud rebieved her
overloaded stomach. We started again, overwhelmed with
the blessings of the sick woman. No doctor of the
highest eminence could have done better.

After crossing the 'Tolomak, a little river whick
discharges itself into Lake Molotchnoi¢, we were nof
long before we came to the territory -of Nogaisk. Ir
these.large plains we began to observe some signs of
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cultivation, We here witnessed with our own eyes: that
destructive phenomenon, that Kgyptian plague, the
locusts, - which we had heard of in’ Wallachia, without
ever having encountered it. Imagine an animated
cloud consuming everything hefore(itl, ; you might faney,
from the noise they make in feeding, that it was a
flock of famished goats. Everything is devoured as the
torrent sweeps aléng; herbns, 'lapwings, and all sorts
of birds of prey fall- Jpon them, but in vain; scarcely
do they make the least impression.

Nogaisk is & capital; it is the metropolis of a foreign
tribe—a tribe of nomadic habits, not yet thoruughly
«onverted to the life of cities; tlis is evident, even in
¢he - structure of this new town, thatch and clay being
the principal materials employed. Pull down the mosques,
the bazaars, and some few miserable shops in the
onental style, and nothing” would remain but a wretched
village. The history of this town is sufficiently recent
to enable one to trace it without difficulty to its origin.
Towards the end of the last century, at the time when
the mighty Empress Catherine conceived the idea of
peopling her new and vast possessions in :the -south,
& numerous horde of Tatars, said to be pure descenda.uts
of the race which Tchinghis-Khan drew in™ * his txain,
still dwelt in the steppes of Astrakhan. Govemment, by
‘'useful conocessions, attracted them towwdsthemun!zyihey
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now inhabit; ‘but the frequent return of their vagrant pro-
pensmes became 8 source of great uneasiness to their
neighbours. A French emigrant undertook to civilize and
mstruct them in agricultural pursuits.  This excellent
person, Count de Mglqon applied himself to the task with
so much zeal and perseverance, that he sueceeded in trans-
forming these wanderers over the steppe, into disciplined
colonists. He taught them®how to dultivate the enrth,
which only requires Jabotr; and when cultivated, it did not
prove ungrateful. Then trose commerce, and with com-
merce a species of traffic which admirably suited the tra-
velling predilections of the Nogais. TLong caravans leave
every year after the harvest, and convey the produce of,
these plains as far as Kaffa and Kertch. Scarcely cqne
you distinguish this long train of waggons in the distance,
before the frightful jafi'ing sound of their creaking wheels
reaches you, wafted on the wind. These rude waggo}ls,.
constructed entirely of wood, without a single particle
of iron, are drawn by two powerful dromedaries of truly
gigantic stature. The heavy load bearing upon axle-
trees rarely greased with a species of bitumen, pro-
duces a friction, the noise of which is perfectly deafening.
The good Nogais ratb(r like this harmony; and if you |
advise them to grease their axle-trees, they answer, “ why
shhlﬁd we? mone but thieves are afraid to make a noise.”
Thus, amid these sinple husbandmen, has Nogaxsk risen ;
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nor, as 1 have already said. is its prosperity as a town of
a ver.y flattering description : it has become simply a farge
inn for the convenience of Armenian or Karaim traders,
those dauntless merchants who are met with everywhere.
Its worthy founder, the Count de Maison, had died a
short time before cur visit: we saw the dwelling he
inhabited, and the little gardens he planted, without ob-
taining many followers ; nevertheless, the good influences
hé has bequeathed to this people will hereafter bear their
fruit. The Nogais are active artd intelligent; passionately
fond of a wandering life, they are true descendants of
the invading race, which for several centuries overran
the whole of eastern Europe, sweeping everything before
¢hem. To find the means of reducing to habits of
obedience, and securing the progress and well-being of
this newly civilized tribe; what a project was this to
conceive, yet it has been accomplished.

We were now in the land of colonies, for several
emigrant populations have brbught their 'labour and
industry into the neighbourhood of the Nogais. A
colony of Memnonites, coming originally from Prussia,
inhabit & territory bordering that granted to the Nogais;
further on, and . nearer. Marioupol, cultivated lands,
‘houses in good" order, and immense atml?s 'of- CCOTR,
in the midst of acacias, point out the German settlements.
Tt is & singular spectacle, to meet on the same plams
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these honest:Germans, with their fair complexions, and
slow, lumbering gait, and the Nogais with their flat )'vellow
faces, prominent chéek bones, and eyes slanting upwards

at the outer corners. But even the progress of the

Tatars cannot be compared with the truly admirable
results .obtained by Getman colonisation in these regions :
I do not only speakt of the large amount, of grain
produced——for this land refuses *nothing to those who
cultivate it—what I miean is, that,the presence.of the
Germans has transformed these deserts into country
where every requisite of life may new be found;
unfortunately there are not sufficient markets for their
rich produce; consisting of excellent milk, vegeti;bléas‘
fruits, cattle and fine wheat flour. The colonists supply
evéry thing, and stock the cities with provisions, an
example one would wish to see followed by our peasants,
who are generally too indifferent as .to their material
welfare. Meanwhile every year, the cultivation of the land
i8 conducted on a more extensive scale and by superior
means; the breed of cattle is improving, and the country
growing more populous and fertile. It cannot be too fre-
quently repeated, that the earth is productive only in propor-
tion as labour is bestowed upon it; let the land be better
peopled, &nd it will become fertile; such is the law of
nature. Look at the waste lands in the finest countries of
‘the mﬂd . they exhaust themselves in the production of a
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useless abupdance of vegetation, in which poisonous and
noxious plants predominate ; it is because there the hand
of man has planted nothing. * The earth requires to be
watered by the sweat of man’s brow.

In the midst of‘ these vast s'telppes, which seem
to invite those who' find it hard to live elgewhere, I
reflected how nobly and wisely might this wide space be
employed which now les desoldte, this fertility which
is “lost, these riches, neglected "dnd shamefully wasted.
How many na.ti'ons, I exclaimed, are there condemned to
see the best mstitutions become useless for want of
adequate space. And should we not return thanks to
{}od*for the large portion which He has bestowed upon
Ryssia, enabling her, without confusion, to class within
her confines all the elements of order and future
prospenty

What regions better fitted for the efforts of modern
tavilization ? where could we find land more fertile, a
soil better prepared, or a more noble site for ecities.
Russia maintains Siberia as: England does New South
Wales, as a penal settlement, where turbulent spirits at
open war with the laws of society can be removed to
a distance ; but it remsins for us, perhaps, to find a
practical solution te the penitentiary system, zeconcilable
with-the '-_-aa:ljl_.endmeﬁ_t.obf culprits. - Colonies ad-a.-pi@d 49
this philanthropic end, seem to me the best calculated to
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solve the problem, which has so long ucgupmd the
minds of philanthropists really deserving the mname.
An admirable trial lately *made in Holland, pointed
out to Europe the use which might be made of
a well directed sy; st.em of asqoclatmn for ~the cure of
social evils. The experunent made with pauperism, by
General Van-den-BoscH, an excellent man, offers a noble
precedent: Assisted by the mosf ingignifieant, subscrip-
tions, the Dutch general’s creative genius founded a model
establishment, and by - degrees nmmerous colonies, in
which poor people, vagrants and orphans, were enabled to
gain a livelilood by their work. And yet, be it observed,
Holland was obliged to purchase its own lands, whereas
lussia, on the contrary, can dispose of an entire kingdopng
d tfmught how panperism, mendicity and deserted infancy
might populate these solitudes with great profit to
society, to public morals, and to themselves ; and
perhaps, said I, some attempts might he made with®
advantage, for the amendment of those culprits whose
offences are too severely punished by transportation to
a distance ; but all these dreams, which had beguiled
the tediousness of the journey, soon vanished before the
present reality, and I again beheld the steppe, which my
imagination- had for a moment peopled, as desert and
as waste as everi Soon we were in-sight of Marioupol.
Marionpol possesses a commercial port, especially
YOL. T AA



364 CRIMEA.—TAGANROG.—NOVO-TCHERKASK.

remarkable, for the activity of its traffic. To this place,
as along the whole coast, grain is brought from the
interior, and freighted in ‘the Genoese ships, which
have not forgotten the way to these seas, where the
Genoese flag avas formerly 80 PO werful The Italian ships
bring to Marioupol articles manufactured at Chiavari, a
small and very industrious town, fiot far from the Apen-
nines, celebrated for tts light chairs; and also diffuse
thtl coluwial wares brought 'to Genoa from England.
Returning to the Gulf of Genon, they fill their stores
with the grain from the east, which merchants come
to their ports to purchase, and which they are able to
gell at small profits, as their navigation is the least
gxpensive of any in the Mediterranean. It was seventy-
three hours from the time we left Yalta to the time
we entered Taganrog. The first associations awakened
by this name, are those connected with the melancholy
event which must ever umte the names of Taganrog
and Alexander, that grcat Emperor, whose good faith
and straightforward policy saved Europe, and perhaps
the whole world. There ‘he died, and Russia needs
not the bronze monument erected to his memory, to
remind her of her loss.

Teganrog 15 well built, and agreeably situated; . the
houses are of stone. or brick, and their architecture
asing, If it were needful to say more in favemr-of
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this town, I tonld add that it possesses a theatre, which
1s frequently honoured by the presence of the most
distinguished inhabitants of Taganrog. Here we find
the features of that same French society ch:mgmg its
habits as hequeutl} as its fashions, traced by the
witty pen of M. St_nbe, whose "light comedies lose
none of their sm.fu'tr.mss by translatiop in a foreign
language. This port owe*s its foundation to Peter the
Great : even in the tmtc of this gpeat man, The
decrease of the waters’ of the Sea of Azoff had already
been observed, and the site chosen for Taganrog was
on the slbpe of a promontory, whose declivity scemed
to promise that ships would always find safe anchorage
therc. At first, the commerce of the new port sprung
up. under happy auspices; but it was destined to meet
with great obstacles. The Don, which rushes with great
force into the depths of this sea, carries into it the sands
which are drifted by the southerly winds upon the coast ;
and the waters round Taganrog are now so shallow, that
vessels are unladen by means of carts, driven far out to
meet the large boats, among which the cargoes are di-
vided. As to the ships, they cannot approach within a
league of the land ; the greatest depth of this sea, which
is daily being reduced to the proportions of a lake, does
not ‘exceed twelve or fifteen fathoms, the a,veraée' being
sbout two fathoms. These, truly, are great disadvantages.
AA 2
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At the beginning of this century, this pott was visited
by a sufficient number of ships to induce government to
second the measures which' were Heing taken for its
improvement.  Taganrog was now provided with a
lazaretto, d1spensmg ships bound tp its port from a
stay of seven days, which they were before obliged to
make at the straits of Kertch. ‘As soon as the traffic
increased, and the‘maritime*establishment of Taganrog
thfeatened to be insufficient to ‘meet its exigencies, a
custom-house and lazaretto wert  established on a large
scale at Kerteh. This occasioned an immediate division
of the traffic, and Taganrog saw fewer ships enter its
karbour, for no suspected merchandise now came direct
to . its port. The quarantine of Kertch allowed free
passage for Taganrog to none but such cargoes as had
been recognised to be free from suspicion. These alone
came to the waters of the sea of Azoff to undergo
fhe required purgation. ‘ .

Such was the state of things when, in 1833, a
measure was adopted which was most disastrous to
Taganrog. Kertch was declared the only quarantine
port. All ships visiting these shores were therefore now
obligé‘d to anchor under the walls of its lazaretto, and
remain there eight-and-twenty days at least, and some:
times" even thirty-two. - From this time, the sea of
Azoff we.s closed to all ships, except mers coasters.
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Kertch thus.became, in fact, the depot and port of
this sea, as well as of the northern port of the Black
Sea. The produce of the colonies, of the northern
coast, and even of the Don, came up in caravans along
the narrow promont8ry of Arabat, to the'only privileged
port. Hence is it,' that the little tgwn we were walking
through appeared deserted, and that in the conversations
we had with several of fhe merchants, we observed
their great depressiont The only thing which new
sustains the reduced .gommerce of Taganrog,. is the
transport of ammunition and military .stores to the
Caucasus ; a considerable number of vessels employed
i this special service plough the shallow waters of this
sea, which is gradually dwindling away.

"My impatience was great, and I was most anxious to
reach the territory of the Cossacks of the Don, where
I was to meet the members of my expedition occupied
in mineralogical investigations, which they had already
commenced on a large scale. I first fell into their
track at Taganrog, and I eagerly followed it. I took
the road to Rostoff without delay, for my time was
limited; and after paying a short visit to our skilful
engineers, I was to return as speedily as possible to
Odessa, to be present at the military spectacles which
were preparing at Vosnessensk with so much splendour
as to atfract the attention of all Europe. The Emperor
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had determined to review the colonies of cavalry; the
meadows .c;f Vosnessensk, on the banks of the Boug,
had been chosen for this imposing meeting of troops, and
on all sides preparations. were going on for this great
event. But let us return to Rostoff, or rather the road
to it, which 1s everywhere interspérseé with ‘tumuli.
This immense extent of country, deprived of all forest
vegetation, is " covered with those conical mounds,
wlich are here culled khourjhans. Nowhere are these
khourghaus found so plentiful, .and in such close con-
tiguity, as in .the plains of Kertch, and the ancient
kingdom of Pontus; but great numbers are also found
fmm the borders ofl the Don to those of the Pruth,
wl;ere they frequently.seem ranged at regular intervals,
a8 though by design. After leaving Marioupol, I began
frequently to meet with these curious elevations; they
are ‘generally from five-and-twenty to thirty feet high,
snd evidently rdised by the hand of man. The earth of
which they are composed has been dug from round the
base of the hillock, for at the foot of most of them a
depression is rexﬁa,rked, which in other cases seems to
have been filled up. After a great many researches, it
was ascertuined that -several of these khourghans con-
tained the remains of the dead; but we must not from
t.his._cénc}ude that all have been uSed for this’ purpose;
Some -authors, struck like myself by this abpearance.
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of an mangement in right lines, generally. obsersiss in
the large spaces where the steppe is flat and wuﬂzout
undulations, have -beheld here a stratagetic contrivance,
conceiving them to have been land marks by which the
hordes of barbariams, who have so frequently crossed
the steppe, took their levels, and ®struck their line of
march. This opinionais not contrary-to common sense,
nor opposed to the somewlat ohscure traditions relative
to these ancient monumeats. It. 18 not unreasonadle
to suppose that these khourghans were "raised at -ever:y
encampment of any considerable horde, They might
serve as a shelter against the violence of the winds,
and to protect the tent of the chief, or to station
vedettes, or what not; even to serve as a tribune for
the rude harangues of the barbarians, or altars on which
their priests offered a sacrifice. If a considerable army
advanced together, it is very natural to imagine that they
might raise khourghans in such a manner as to rendep
it easy for them to correspond by means of signals, or
watch fires; and.in case of a battle, or a natural death,.
the mortal remains were deposited in the khourghans,
which: was left as an imperishable monument, to which
same name was given; and thus this plain, a- desert to
!w,nght -t0. these..men, of another age, have ' been .
peovled -with memorils.

3 Wﬁawty which- distinguishes :the tumuli ‘we met

Wy

wﬂﬂﬁ-ﬁt&t passing Taganrog, on the banks of the Don,
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thq.\i-ﬁ‘am.‘is of the ancients, is that each tumulus is sur-
mounted by a kind of post, rudely carved into the
shape of a sphinx’s head, pgnd made of a very hard
species of granite, not to be found in these parts.
Rostoff is washed by the Don before the waters of this
river are divided, and distributed among the channels,
which form 1ts _mquth-. There is sufficient activity in
this small pbrt' to excite attentign for a moment. We
. Were mot: «fo.'r“ﬁ'om it, when a.grand deputation, con-
sisting of four’ Menlans, mounted on capital horses,
« came to invite me to visit Nakitchevan, a colony entirely
composed of people of their nation. 1 was the less
tempted to refuse this courteous invitation, in conse-
tjuence of Nakitchevan being precisely on the road I
putposed taking : my visit was short, and very interesting.
Nakitchevan 'is a cunous town, from its novel, and
« at the same tame ‘commercial aspect. It is situated on
Lhe banks of the Dcm, below Sta.ro and Novo-Tcherkask ;
Lhe old and thz mw capﬁals of the Cossacks of the

mem,ml gemus pf m mhabltants From bhe remotest
part of this almost unknown country, they keep up a
const.v.nt intercourse ‘with  their fellow countrymen
Astrakha.n at Lelpmg, and in Asia Minor. Situa
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a8 they are, in the centre of this immense tnangle
embracing their common interests, the clever Armenians
have secured{o themselveg almost. the whole trade of
the basm of the Don The numerous bazaars of
Nakitchevan oonstl;ute it the emporium, *Whmh at times
inundates  with its merchandise Ml the markets  in
the country. These agtive merchants havo not neglected
to monopolise the psoduge of, the vmeya.rds of the
Don, which they expoit ¢o all the southern partsgof
Russia, under favour of, a delusive label; which converts
the somewhat rough wines of this soil into Chateau
Lafitte and Haut Sauterne. Beautiful silks, and quan-
tities of Kastern commodities, especially Persian, stock
the numerous warehouses of this small townj the
streets are clean, perfectly straight, and the houses in
good order. We were received at the house of the
chief person in the town, the golowa—a word meaning
head, which seems to be the almost universal symbgl
of authority. Here we were treated with the utmost
:i:igldnéss; but the extreme bashfulness of the ladies
sém,ely “gave us an opportunity of catching a glimpse
of t.he elegzmt coronet of braided hair worn by them,
and the. tasteful design of their silk dre8ses. Shortly
.sft.er havihg quitted this hospitable town, we made our
'entr_y mto the capital of the Cossacks, the great
Noso-Tohgrkask.
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‘From a distance the houses of this town, which covers
a small hill, advancing like a promontory oh the plains,
remind one of a large flock of sheep grazing here and there
over a large space. Novo-Tcherk@, whose name indi-
cates a recent construction, has takex the place of Staro-
Tcherkask, the old town. At first the old town was the
capital, but it had been built on an ill chosen spot.
In time, getting weary, of the teo frequent inundations
tq which the town was exposed, they resolved to establish
it on a site out of the reach of all inundations.. The
new capital reared its head upon a kind of promontory,
whose steep sides presented equal disadvantages perhaps,
but of another nature. Novo-Tcherkask, however, soon
became a very large town ; but its immgnsely wide streets,
ifs “arid soil covered with dust, which almost blinds the
wayfarer, and its small dazzling white houses, all combine
to make it appear, at first sight, a tolerably insup-
portable place of abode. The Attaman Vlassoff compen-
sated by the cordiality of his reception for the discomforts
of his residence. This .old and -Tespectable .oﬂicerﬂ@j_s-
played tl;e most frank and hearty kindness towards us.
We had searcely partaken.of s fépast hastily prepered
for us at. Gexleral Bordaiof{’s, a Russian officer, employed
by, exception in : tihe serviee -of the . Cgasacka, ag . head:-_
of -the. staff, before we were off again, -rolling along the
road tb Kamenskaia.
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Kamenskaip is situated at a considerable distance
from Novo-Tcherkask, on the high road 'from this
capital to Voronége, and om the banks of the Donetz.
I secarcely allowed m‘elf time to stop here, but hastened
on towards the lltﬂ.'b valley of Kamenkd, where I was
to find those persons *I had comeso far and through
- such dreadful roads toseek. I found effectually in those
solitudes,‘ works commencpd by the ¥rench borers,
to whom I had associsted & certainr number of workmgn
from our Siberian mines, to take part in these operations.,-
and import the useful art of boring into ,our mountains.
As to M. le Play, whom I was pursuing for the last two
days with indefatigable perseverance, he had just gome to
Lougane, where he was expected by General Count
S#int-Aldegonde, serving in the corps of the impe;'ia..l
minesi; a determined will, and the interest he took In
the scientific and industrial questions then in ‘agi-
tation in this remote corner of the globe, had led thg
general to these parts. The zeal we all felt, overcame
fatigue ; rest was to be found at Lougane, and we were
almost there; for the last time I gave the signal to
depart. But there was now mno longer any regular
road - traced across the plain, and te add to our troubles,

deep ravines intersected the steppe, and obstructed our
direct: course.: At the very moment I was indulging
_i'r'z'the_ ‘hope of soon reaching, without accident, the' long-
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wished for termination of my journey, the horses and
carriage were carried away by a steep descent, and we were
precipitated suddenly on the banks of the Donetz, where
we remained imbedded in thick hlack mud; but even
in this abyss our good luck did n'bt‘(desert us. Having
corhe out safe from the half-buried  carriage, I threw
myself jnto a télégue, which happened to be near at
hand, and alorte for twelve hours, in spite of a dozen
shocks suflicient to .unhorser the, most hardy Cossack,
I arrived at Lougsulle at ten o'clock at night, when
1 was least expected. It required ten hours work,
however, before my carriage could be got out of the mire
in which it was buried.

“ I found myself now, at last, in the midst of this
othier section of my companions in fatigue, who, less
fortunate than their comrades of the Crimea, were
working in dull regions, and in a burning climate, the
effects of which nothing could mitigate.  Yet great
labours had already been. accomplished; a minute geo-
logical investigation of the soil had been carried out in
the basin of the Don and on the banks of the Donetz;
not a single valley of any importance, not a single
-ravme had &scaped the indefatigable researches of our
enthusmstac engimeers, and the condusmn of t.hese
consmentmuﬁ emmma.uons had been, the 0pemng of the
bmes 1 had seen on my road and some others whwh
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were to co-operate in the system of research concerted
between us. I only remained two days in Loug‘;a,ne,
to make arrangements for Sur future plans and further
operations ; this dondl proposed 1eturnmg to Odessa
by the most direcf "road.

At Lougane, where T made the -l.ongest. stay during
this rapid .excursion, there is an imperial foundry, estab-
lished to furnish the fortrésses “in the south, and the
fleet of the Black Sed, with projebtiles,. cannons, arfl.
other articles in cast-iron’ required by the establishments
of the war department and the navy, m this part of
Europe.

From the nature of the ores, and the character of
the - combustible minerals extracted in this country,, 1§
has. not been possihle,‘as yet, to fabricate cast-iron on
the spot; and all that is necessary to the working of
the foundry has till now .been brought from Siberia.

The imperial foundry, however, is established on
scale worthy of .the important office it will have to
perform : a numerous staff, Eomposed of officers from
the mining corps, presides over the works of the establish-
ment. Lougane had long been the head-quarters of
M. le Play, and the persons he had to direct. The
foundry also, which had not been forgotten, in the
_recommendatmns of which my expedition was the object
lént s & considerable number of workmen, to assist in our
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operations, The persons who were already at work on
the ground, in connection with the subject which occupied
me, had met- with the kirdest reception at Lougane,
for which they were truly grateful; and I saw, with
pleasure, that friendships had been?formed between my
foreign explorers and the officers residing at Lougane.
Fully satisfied with all I had seen, I left this.little town
on the evening of the 8-20t1 of August.
¢ If 1 were only te give my own observations relative
to the country of the Cossacks of the Don, which 1
had just crossed with such incredible rapidity, these
details—as indistinct as the whirl which seemed to pass
before my eyes during this bewildering journey—would
yertainly be of little value. But 1 may at least -give
the substance of my conversations, both with the excellent
Attaman Vlassoff, and with my kind and faithful cicerone,
Count Galateri, who, tired to death as he was with the
journey, still proved himself an attentive and useful
guide. ¥ ol

The country inhabited by the Cossacks of the Don is
a vast plamm; through which that river flows from its
leaving the province of Voronége to its emptying itself
into the sea of Azoff. +It includes also the mountainous
district stretching from the borders of the i-ﬁonatzéihﬁ
within -the cirele .of the province of  Ekatérinoslaff
Although subject to the dominion of Russia, this papu-
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lation of Cossacks is governed by laws and customs
peculiar to themselves. It appoints its own chiefs, who
are called att.anians', and clooses its civil functionaries.
The only office to which the Emperor appoints, is the
chief attaman, and this he has conferred _611 the heir to
the throne, in order to consolidate, bsz the ties of honour
and affection, the incdrporation of the Cossacks with
the great Russian family, The territory of the Cossacks
is fertile, but badly culfivated. The soil, consisting of
plains on a somewhat hrgh level, is intersected by deep
‘ravines, through which the rivers flow: Agriculture,
fishing, and the breeding of cattle, are the principal
occupations of its inhabitants. Nevertheless, in the midst.
of 80 many conditions of wealth, these people remain poor;
in 'spite of the most precious gifts of nature, which a
small amount of industry would suflice to render fruitful.
The Cossacks have but qne ruling passion, and that is
the love of brandy. A soldier at fifteen, he wears the
uniform till he is fifty, ready to obey every order—to
start on service, perform escort duty, or carry dis-
patches. Few towns, but a great number of villages,
are scattered over the wide plain inhabited by.thea-e people.
Every willage is called by the genéric term of stanitza,
without prejudice to any other distinctive appellation. - In
each of .these villages there is a. public establishment,
in which the attaman devotes a certain number of hours
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in the day to the affairs of the commune. * The country
is dotted over, besides, with khoutors or hamlets: these
are composed of country seat§, with their appended farm-
buildings. The Cossacks are sc mpulous in the practice
of their religi;aus duties and their, superstitious ideas
lead them to treat all who profesq another worship than
their own as unclean heretics. Thus, in their commu-
nications with our W(l]‘]{mIETTé' employed in boring, every-
thing that had been. touched by ‘the infidels was passed
“through the firo. The ignoranée of these people is very
great ; and it *will be long ere any civilising influence
can be brought to bear upon them. Poorly housed, il
clad, and eaten up with the most repulsive uncleanliness,
the people of the most numerous class are altered in
nothing from the Cossack of fifty years ago. These
peasant soldiers are careful but of one point, namely—
the cleanliness and order of .their uniforms. This 18
sgorously enforced : they brush their elothes every day,
but they never think of washing their hands.

On the 20th, Odessa was within 863 versts.of us,
and we resumed our march quite refreshed by our forty-
eight hours’ rest. - The road, more diversified than at
Bahkmout, presented several objects of interest. On all
sides, we beheld those sphinxés of granite, so plenhfnlig
scattered over the steppe, at the foot of the khaurgnns
FEkatérinoslaff :soon received us; it is seen in the distanis,
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stretching along the banks of the Dnieper, in & succession
of pretty houses and gardens. This town, built, as its
nafne indicates, in honour of®the great Empress, is now
the capital of a I;rovincc subordinate to the govemor-'
generalship of New sRussia. Passing thro.ugh it at a
gallop, as we did, but “little movem:ant was observed
among its inhabitants. “We next reached Nikopol, and
thence followed the courde ¢f tht Dhieper as far as
Berislaff, still- driving through a ¢lain bounded by
numerous tumuli, and exidbiting at int,o.rv:;,ls the fertile
results of an intelligent hushandry.

Of Berislaff and Kherson, 1 shall have oceasion to speak
hereafter, when 1 shull be able, to deseribe them ut leisure.
I passed rapidly through them, and soon found myself
m the broad and handsome streets of Nicolaie{f; con-
taining the first dockyard established upon these shores.
Nicolaieff, less richly endowed by nature than the admir-
able harbour of Sevastopol, offers, nevertheless, a good
roadstead, and possesses a spacious arsenal. After ferrying
a,craaawhﬂ «Dnieper, which is so wide that the passage
.lasi:é more E'hﬂn half an hour, we procceded in the
erectmn of Odessa where 1 arrived at night, on the
%ﬁh of Augusﬁ, after an a.hsence of a fortmght during
. % #il h&(f",fravuelled about 2 ,000 versts.

1 %% accompiished my visit, and returned to Odessa
exactly at the time I had prescribed to myself. I had

vOT.. 1. g BB
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now to prepare for a journey to Vosnessensk, a short
but magnificent excursion. Such 1s a traveller's existence'!
a strange mixture of emotibn, enjoyment and hardship ;
to-day encamped on the barren steppe—to-morrow ex-
tended on a soft couch, within the walls of a palace.
In the meantime, a portion of my companions were
exploring the Crimea, and studying, by short stages at
a tme, the surfacé of ‘that ;unc{'ent pennsula, every town
‘of which bears a name thrice consecrated—by mythology,
history, and modern conquest.” The narrative of their

voyage of observation will fill the succeeding chapter.
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