
ODESSA.-SOUTHERN COAST OF THE l1R~MEA. 303 

under these circumstances that the happy ~hoice of a 

new governor led to tile foundatio~, on an imperisha.ble 

basis, of that greatness and weolth which was shortly 

to signalise the southem capital of the empire. 

Armanel-Emrnanue1, Due de Hichelieu, hael the honour 
• • 

of connecting his name with the fortulles of Odessa, and 

for the city itself, the advent of this enlightened governor, 

endowed by nature with all tho hiflh qualities which 

constitute a founder, \v1s a boneHt wor~hy of eternal 

gratitude. Arriying as au emigre in ViennR" at the time 

when the di)iturbed state of his country rendered it 

dangerous for those bearing a name connected with the 

monarchy', the Due de Richeliell had met with the most. 

distinguished reception from the Emperor Joseph. 'lJH' 
war in Turkey, so valiantly conducted hy the il1ustrious 

Potemkiu, inspired the J.1'rerwh nobleman with the desire 

to serve under such a genoral. He at once signal~sed 

himself as so brave a soldier, that he was presented, 

beneath the walls of l smael, with the cross of St. George, 

and a sword of honour. Attached to the person Of the 

Grand Duke Alexander, before that prince became- Em- ' 

peror, the Duke reappeared for a short time in his 

native country, then no longer disturbed by the spirit 

of revolution , vanquished by the firm will of Bon .... 

parte, than whom no being in Europe better under­

stow, ~:, value of that powerful word - authority, 
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hut l1nwillQJg to accept t.he otters of thr- new mf\~t.('.r 

of FrAuce, Uichelien l'ctuTIled to Itussilt, where he was 

invested with the rank of 1ielltennnt~gell erRl and the 

governorship of Odessa. 

At the period wh en the adininistrntion of this city 

was confided to ~. d'e Richelieu, its population o.mounwd 

to nine thousand souls, amo~)g whom there were ftS yet 

no more than' forty-fonr workmen. Eight churches, fl 

hospital, aud ,more t.han it tJlousltnd houses or hub; 

had becn built, nnd yet tho waut of w!))'kmen was !'II) 

impf>.l'iouRly fl'11" HInt t.h!' fir~t. (:fll'e (~f ",he new governor 

wa.'i to endow the (:it.y with fl rti sllll s skilled in nl1 f.hc 

most cssentiltl r:mfts. Every tioj1nrtrn f'.ut of UII )' adminis­

tration being under t.he e0111 .ro nl of OllO lWlld , H.nd e"ery • • 

branch of t.he puillie Bcrvice "'quall), •. ll object of regard 

and vigilance, the city had nothing t.o do but increase 

imd' flourish. It WilH at this period that several new 
, 

and important benefits were cOllfen'ed with a 11l.vish· haud 

by the Emperor Alexander, on the ""ty of his adoption. 

The lowering of the custom·house duties, by one.fourth, 

attracted to· the port an increased number of ships; 

instead of one· tenth , one·fifth of the total prodnce of 

this branch of the public revenue was appropriated to 
the works of tho port. A large graut ~as made to the 

lazaretto, thegan:i1lon was reinforced, and two graltt 

annual markets est.a.l!l.ished. At the sanie.time ·R triblilial 
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of commerce was 'organised, Rnd a school was 0,PeueJ: for 

the youth destined to a commercial cnreer; the breeding 

of merino sheep was encouraged, and the free grant of 

lands by the city to speculutol's in this brunch opened 

a new and fruitful fielu for the increase of private wealth. 

Ease, w~ich is the constant comp!1uidn Of industry ",and 

order; well-being, a.nd t4e refinement which sncceNis it; 

all the minute details of hom e-life., ",!tiel! -in fact com-• 
prehend all civilization, e~Utbl i foihcd t.hcmselvf's by degrees 

within these fresh-built walls. TIll~ pietul'{',sllue ram ports 

overlooking the sea, nltturally invited tlJe inhubitants 

to the relaxatioll of 11 wfllk, and thence they might COll­

template, with a sn.tisfied and hopeful glflllce, the present 

and future condition of t.hr,ir city. Following the ex-
• 

ample of the governor, everyone devoted himself to 

p'lantation, to which the Due de Hichclieu attached 

tI. well.grounded importance; and t.hough the nature 

of the soil h ILS militated against the development of 

V"egetation upon a large scale, considerable service has 

been rendered to the city by the importation of certain 

varieties of the acacia, which have imparted to t1le arid 

and burnt soil of the surrounding steppe some degree 

of ahade and coolness. 

Agriculture, beginning to be more skilfully prIWtised, 

exhibited in 1805 results of sufficient magnitude to 
, . L ,, " • 

allo", OdeSBll. . . &1 th . ... olicitations of the western provinces, 

,VM .. ,J . x 
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then afIIioted by a dearth, to export 5,700,000 ronbles 

worth of corn. The war which shortly after broke out in 

central Europe acted, in the first instance, unfavourably 

on the operations of trade, but the course of events was 

such, that at a later period Odessa derived advantage even 

from-a state of thi~gs which was fatal aud ruinous to so 

many nations. In the first. pl""e, a considerable body 

of Italian merchsnts· sought a refuge from the system 

iroposeu upon their country, ' by emib'l'~ting into New 

Russia, bringmg with them tIt.eir capitnl, and their talent 

for commercial affairs. At the snme time, Odessa, taking 

a fortunate advantngo of the political situation which 

closed the Mediterranean to the trade of the East, drew 

to its port, and received in transit, all the merchandise 
• 
which the stat" of war drove away from the Dardanelles. 

This accidental deviation in the cun-ent of trade brought 

a' profit to Odessa of no less than two millions of roubles: 

Everything, in short, flourished !l.IJd increased in this 

fortunate city, which was no longer satisfied with its 

purely, useful establishments, its institutions for merely 

commercial ends; like all other capitals, it desired to 

sacrifice something to the arts of peace, for the tumult 

'of war was now· expiri!,g far from its . walls, and .·their 

active inhabitsnts, Architecture, the passion. whiCh ·/irst 

's.izeun enricbedpeople, then came into grea.t honour ; 

imd·,se'veral remarkilhle monuments towered .JlrowllY !'bov" 
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its humble dwellings, The new fashion hild soon its 

favoured quarter; even u theatre was built--that luxury 

of idlers-and on its stage, in the .absence of any nntjonal 

drama, were perform'ed Itlllian operas, The theatre ;"08 
erected iJlt-thc neighl.,ourhood of the exchange, (L') though 

to bring lD conjunction the la.boriouw ~)ri gin of tit is people, 

nnd the relaxation to Iwhich fl long anll toilsome career 

had entitled it. 

In the midst of this'i,rosperity, in 1 8 ~2 , the plague 

for the first time ,'isitcd the city, em'rying 11.WiLY'" two 

thousand inhabitants! Seltrcely had Odessa recovered 

from this terrible calamit.y , thnn it wt19 wonndrd in its 

dearest affections by tho unexpected ·rctirr.mCl Jt of its 

illustrious govcrnQf, its gUfinlinn genius, summoned lHlC1 • 
• 

to his na.tive country by the restoration of its legit,imnt.c 

sovereigns, and the 1:1111 of nil lLncestral nome. After Il. 

patenlru administration of c1eyen years, tho Dne' de 

Rich. lieu took leave of this eity, of whose prosperity he 

was the living embodiment, narrying "way with liim tllC 

good wishes and regrets of " people who had grown 

great under his auspices. 

More than one eye-witness described to us the painful 

scene which was enacted in the plain at tho moment 

of s'aiaration, The Duke was escorted as flU' us the first 

I~ 'by all the equipages in the. city, the mass of the 

~Plilation:." ~",ing collected long beforehand at the plMe of 
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lellve.tnkifig. When the parting moment was come, ·that 

moment which was to sever so many affectionate ties, to 

crush so many hopes-'when a whole people, eogerly press· 

ing towards their benefactor, c"lled him hy his name, anrl 

sougllt to f3eize hi,m by the hand, anxious Ollce more to 

bebold his features, to touch his garments,-the great and 

good man, the object of such 'aeep regret, was unable 
• 

to overcome the ~iolellce of his. emotion j it was necessary 

tcr tear him .1lway from the sc~ne, and carry him to his 

cattingc, in which he was ral)idly whirled away. The 

remainder of his noble career belongs to the history of 

another countr),. Iu the midst of the duties with which 

the confidence of the King of France invested him, 

M. de Richclieu did not lose sight· of the people to 
• 

whom he had been .s • father. Public gratitude has 

raised a durable monument to his memory, on the 

spot which bis anxious care had embellished. 

The statistics of Odessa during thi. period of eleven 

years, present a remarkable increase: witbout entering 

into any details, we will . merely state that at tbe depar. 

ture of ' the Duc de Richelieu, tbere ' were twenty.five 

thousand inbabitants in the city, distributed am.ong Diore 

than two thousand houses, and the to.tal amount ·1)f 

tri.ding .operations' i.nvolved. sum of" from forty.five ·to 

6ftpnilJions. 

~ riobl",' iiosk wa."thus bequeathed ' to tlw ·.uooaedi~ 
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governor, and tbe imperial will giving a £reflh pledge 

of its interest and solicitude for these countries, confided 

it to worthy hands. '111e Comte de Langeron, a French­

man, as was his illustrious predecessor, continued Ills 

good work 'with singular success. An cmi[}ri:., and the 
• 

guest of Russia, M. de Langel'on liad given proofs of 

distinguished military talJnts in Sweden, Tur.kcy, Holland 

Rnd Corfu; every,,,here, in f.!.ct, wllithet the fortune of 

war called him. After the ' treaty of peace, the Emperor, 

who was a judge of men, t\ppointed the general governor 

of the city of Odessa, and at the salDe time goveruor~ 

general of New B.ussil1. By ha.ving these lJOwers uniled 

within his own hands, the Count. was enabled to embrace, 

from a higher point of view, tlill (ret.ails of a pIau wIlie'll 

was to cement. the ·ill tercfit.s of Odessa with those of the 

,'ast countries over which the new govGl11or was now 

called to rule. 

The general 

end of 1815. 

commenced his uudertaking towards the 

Scarcely was he installed, when he received 

the . visit of an august personage-and of this visit .odessa 

still preserves the happy IlIemory. A prinee of the blood 

royal, he whom .Providence has since cfj.lled to the throne 

of all.tbe Russias, and who at tbat time was the Grand 

;p.~ Nicholas, caine to jndge, by his own observation, 

of BState or prosperity which he found not inferior to 

its . ~nQWn. ' :It was theu no longer a city trying the 
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strength 01' its resources, but a powerful metropolis, which 

had wou for itself an importaut rank in our vast empire. 

Henceforward, therefore, we shan not have to record the 

timid and uncertain essays of a, body of adventurous 

merchants: we haye only to note a rapid succession of 

vast and fortunate enterprises. In 1815, Odessa exported 
• 

to the volue of fourteen millions; a year after, thirty.sMen 

millions was the fig;u'e attai,!~d under this head; in 

another year ·it had risen to forty.two millions. The 

iniports during the same period varied from fifteen to 

nineteen millions. From that time Odessa became the 

vast granary receiving all the supplies of corn, for 

which Europe turns to it in times of scarcity; and 

"" the vessels in its roadstead no longer offered a 

sufficiently ready outiet, it was at this period that the 

n~erous store houses were built, coftstituting almost. 

I' new town, in which the harvests of this productive soil 

Ill:e garnered. 

Thus were the fortunes of this new city originated 

and eBlilblished. Hencoforward it took rank among the 

most active and useful cities oUhe world. To crown its 

prosperity, the first and dearest wish-the wish of ' its 

.bo'lllmercial infancy-' was ' gratified in 1817', . when it was 
:dool8red I!. free port. ' This measure ; was 'productJ.ve · of 

'the most'irnp6rtant' results to the city, " oP<lning '~ ! field 
'tor;. t1l6'estAbUshment ' of ' DlaliufiwtOriei(W' tb!J ' _iieli 
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it afforded for the introduction of raw material to be 

employed in native manufactures, which would be sold 

nnder favourable conditions, in all the markets of the 

south. 

In the first place a boundary wall was raised, within 
• 

which this precious freedom should 'be confined withont 

being stifled. The spuce to be enclosed ~vas vast, and 

the construction of the wall lasten tw~ years, and cost 

three hundred thousand ~~ublcs. It was not, till 1819 that 

free entry was granted to [ureign merchandise. Together 

with the commodities which constitute its material wealth, 

Odessa soon received those intellectual institutions which 

w~re still wanting. The Richelieu Lyceum was founded 

at about this time; and under its first director the Abj,,! 

Nicole, that benevolent guide of youth-tilat second Rollin, 

who had come frbm France laden with all tile knowledge 

which he knew so well how, with fatherly care, to render 

easy and attractive, it was, in a shOlt time, attended by a 

considerable number of scholars. A botanical garden was 

opened. A Frenchman gave lessons in horticulture, and 

planted . saplings-his . essays at acclimatising meeting 

with frequent success. When war drove the Greeks 

fr()m the Archipelago, a numerous colony bf these noble 

refugees were received in. Odessa. This disconsolate 

!>,ind br()ugl)t with them to these hospitable walls, as is 

~'II'lI./,>tb" !remains <>f the. patriarch of Constantinople, . 
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and here,' after having been profaned, they found a 

buriol, at least Christian. In 1821 a communicatioJl was 

established with Constantinople by two packet ships, 

starting at fixed periods. The p.ostol service from the 

east, which formerly ascended northward as far as 

Moscow, now passed' through the new city. Odessa had 

its printing ojlices, its public journa.!s; and its places of 

assembly for the trans9.ction of business, and the pursuit , , 

of 'science or amusement. In order to become IJ, scat of 

retinement a.nd elegance, as wen as a centre of commerce 

and industry, but one step remained to be taken-and 

this it accomplished with ease., thanks to a new govemor~ 

general, as skilful in administration as he is illustrious 

'in. war, a friend to all wise progress, and endowed with 

vast acquirements, firm and persevering in the pursuit 

of good, indulgent towards the weaknesses of mankind, 

one of the highest glories of his country-in one word, 

a perfect and accomplished nobleman: in saying thus 

much, we have named the Count Michael Woronzoff. 

No career has " been more pure and honourable than 

his. Born in 1782, and educated in England, where 

his father was Russian Ambassador, 'Count Micliaei 

WorimzoffC(jmmenced life'"", 'S lieutenant in the, guards; 

l!Jld, fought in Georgia md , the Csue88Us 'frOni" "i'801' 

,10;'.1:805; _d 'dnrmg . thiB period ot daily~~.i*~ 
'. '-. :, -,:.:... '- . ' ,_ . " _ . " ,:." . '.;;c ..... 
ow~ye~ka.namO'lint ofcouraife , ... hicllI~dit.he .~. 
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of · his great military renown. In Hanover,. Germany 

and Turkey, hiB distinguished qualities won him the 

promotion he so well deserved. As general.in.chief, 

during the :French campaign, he stood in the field 
• 

against Napoleon at Craon, and at the occupation of 
• 

France, Count Woronzoff commanded ow' forces quar· -tered in that kingdom: lI1aubeuge, his !,ead.quarters, 

still preserves the memory of his noble conduct, ever 

distingnished by the st~i~test justice. It. was in 1823 

that the governor-general~hip of New Russia was con­

ferred upon him, and that he established himself in 

Odessa, fortonate city, to find , in its fifth ruler, all 

those qualities united, which had sepllmtely rendered 

illustrious the first fouuders of its ever increasing grcatne~ 

Under ' the administration of the noble count, the 

progress' of the city became more rapid; it Wfl.8 little 

to have proposed the task, the difficulty was in carrying 

it to completion. The external aspect of the city as· 

sonled a remarkable character of grandeur and good 

taste; the most suitable measUles for insuring the public 

health were devised, composing a body of quarantine 

regulations, which may be held as among the wisest 

of: ' &Oy that have been framed for the purpose. . Con· 

eiderallio . sUms were devoted to the drainage of the .. . " , " . 

P~l>\io\,~a.rui~ to the outfall of the' sewage waters, and 

~.;;,uiwm~.·, "'a sl&Oting the streetS with trees. The 
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vigilance I)f a well organized police, established order 

and security throughout the bounds of the ' city. 

Churches, spacious markets, educational establishments, 

" vast prison and numerous charitable institutions have 
, 

marked this inte\lil)ent administration. That the reader 

may embrace at one glance all the prosperity for which 

the city is i?debted to it, wo' will borrow from the 

work above mebtioried the most recent statistical 

tnlorraation which has yet been published relative to 

Odess •. 

STATISTICS OF ODE S SA 

4T 'lUI!. J.:ND OP THl! 1'1U,n 1836, 

ACOORDING TO THE DATA OF M. SKALKOFSKY, 

Authc.r uitho work entitled" TIll! Fir"t Thirty Y ~1U'8 of Odc~jll." 

Ode~/la, 1837. 

1. SUPERFICIES 01<' THE TERRITORY. 

Area occupied by Odessa., its two suburbs and the 

twelve vill&ges depending from it . . . . . D6ciatinetl 4,2.(j~ 

'Countq houses'in the same territory . . . . '. 522 
" , 

y"~e ,plants over t~, surface. yielding eighteen thou-

.;qland rouples . . ', ' . • . 4,000,000 

~bu.aq""" " e , :'. . 
'~:,' 69, 
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2. BUJLDING8 AND PUBLIO WORKS. 

Churches ' 

Go."ernmont lmilJillgs , 

Darmcks . 

Public gfU'liiens ' .. 
Ports of Quamntillo ; of CUtl1UlCO allil dCW'auCV Ilwl 

of Platonoff 

H ospitals 

Asylum 

House of refuge for (It] Ih o.u:'l , .. . 
Exercising grounu. for tll\:l troups 

G nmlU'iCH . 

\Vork!$ Imd uUUlufu..: torics 

Pri,'nto h OUSL'S in the city 

.. 

.. 

C1'"1lY 

ill tho two l!ulJuros 

ill the twel ve villngo ... 

3. POI'lJ LATIOJ..: . 

Nohles and public oiliciu}lj 

Uctiroo merchants 

Merclumts in the finn guilt! 

.. 

.. 
Burgesses 

in the second guild 

in the third guild 

Foreigners not tradcrt:l 

Colonists .a.nd citizens of Odc$.'>U. 

Tax flllf'!J:& of "arioull'classes 

l!etired ooldi.... . " 

r.m! 
O"f ~th 'sex.es 

. ' 

28 I 27 

7 

4 

I 
" a 
J 

{1,U4r, 

:u.;3 

;)4 

2, 1:.!5 

1.;'70 

1, 178 

M,~ Womcn. 
52 :-,11 

. 
2, (j78 :t,M17 

18 Ufl 

121 102 

172 ~.!{JCi 

1,45~ 1.48. 
H:I,Ci ll lfi. fl 76 

1,3M 1,9'« 

1;037 1,089 

1,9S1 1,672 

156 98 ---
27,532 26,211 

,\ 3,803 

N41: ints1ai:lUw the aarrlaun. and Lhtl l tlldt: l\tIJ in the pu blic achooll. 
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4. PuBLIC INSTITUTION, ED1JCATION£.L AND SCIB:NTlFlO. 

Richeliou lyceulU, with gymnasium 

School for oriental languages 

Odessa. district school 

Parishes. 
, 

OrpbRIl asylum schools ". 

Commercial Greek school 

Lutheran 

Catholic . 

Je,,':boys. 

Jew-girls 

Institute of noblemen's daughters . 

• 

" 

School for young girls supported hy the city 

Boarding school for boys 

for girls 

Total unmoor of scholars, Boys 

" " Girls 

Typographk.aI printing-offices 

L ithographic 

P ublic litlrary 
" 

Museum of New Russia 

Russian Society of rural economy 

Ii, . COlOlEBCE .... ND N£.VlOATIOH • . 

Imports in 1836 

.. 

. , 

1 

I 

1 

- 4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

:j 
],723 } 652 

22 

2,375 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 
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Compiluies, Marina AlISurancc . 

.. 
.. 
" 

" 
" 

Black S6I"l. St.eam Pllcket 

New Russia. 
" 

Sbeep.Lreeding 

. Horse·racing . •. 

Artificial Mineral Waters 

Fifth of tllll Customs' revonuo .. . 

Land and bouse tax, pn.tonta, &c. , 

E.11" ,·ditUTil . 

... 

Puhlic buildings, 

lighting, &c 

co11ftq of justice, pavillg nnd 

.. . 

1,37 1.8 18,10 

Several of these numerous estahlishmeut.s, ben,l'iug tht) 
• 

impress of the highest order of wisdom, were visited by us, 

and found entirely worthy of their founder. First omong 

our visits we must plMe th.t which we pllid to the 

botanical garden of Odess., because to this circumstance 

we owe the very efficacious lUld useful assist.nce afforded 

to our labours by M. do Nordmann. Attached to this es­

tablishment sinee 1833, M. de Nordmann superintends its 

management with that zeal with which he is .nimated in 

the pursuit· of natural science; and on learning the object 

of ?~~ . .expeditioJl) and .. the reseamhes we were desirous 

of, prosecu.tingin ~he Crimea, espevially in the depart-
;, '.. .' ~ .-

inlint' :bf..io%gy, the ardour of an old traveller was 
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awakeneq within him, and I was fortunate enough to 

persuade him to accompany us into the Tauric peninsula, 

with which, by five previous excursions, he had made 

himself familiar. The collections in the department of 

natural history, made from this 'interesting country, and 

shown to us by M:de Nordmann, excited the enthusill.,m 

of our naturalists to such a degree , th~t they already 

began to l~ment. over the few days of rest we had 

spent in UJe " 1U .... ~,riOUS indulencp. of this Asiatic Cupun. 

However, from that da:t; M . . de Nordmann was enlisted 

in our expeditionary phalanx. Those of my readers who 

are lovers ,of conscientious studies, and will follow me 

to the end of the complete nnrrative I 11m about to giro 

of our united labours, will certainly find ill them where-, 
withal to justify . my eagerness to Ils,ociate with us this 

modest savant, and will doubtless congratulate me on 

my conquest in favour of science. The garden, under 

the direction of M. de Nordmann, is destined mther to 

fonn young gardeners than to bring up plants, to the 

cultivation ·of which both the climate and soil are .equally 

nnfavourable . . After two or three years practical study, 

. these students receive .. certificate of proficiency,and 

.obtain employment either at Odessa, where the lovers of 

gardening have 'not been discouraged by fruitJ~ss essays, . . 
~ iu\ \h& Cpmea,w.here·the nature of. the soil . is ·.entirely 

lit . fay~;" of . any . ~x;periments .which may be . a~mp~d, .. '." 
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'pon it. - The attempts at acclimatising plap.ts which 

lave been made in the botanical garden itsolf, have been 

,ttended with satisfactory results, especially in the case 

)f species coming from North America and J 'pan; but 

me most successful results obtained are in rearing a 

,ertain sp",ies of tree, of which the glirden furnishes forty 

thousand saplings, to meet the dem.nds of Government, 

and of private individuals. A director, a.secretary and four 

master gardeners compo",,' the staff Ilf~est.blishment, 
, 

to wbich an ullowance of ten thouslUld roubles is made 
• 

from tbe funds of the city. The expenses in excess of 

tbis sum are defrayed by the annual sale of tbe saplings, 

which are disposed of at a. very moderate price, in ordr,r 

to encourage the cultivation and propagation of this, 

species of tree. 
A curious collection J which is at tJle same time of a 

botanical and industrial character, has heen formed' in 

Odessa, in the museum of Monsieur Fabre, chief of the 

governor-general's office. Every species of wood which 

the soil of the empire produces, will be classified in tbi, 

dendrologieal museum. It already contains a con­

siderable number of specimens, hoth in the rough and 
• 

polisbed state. M. Fabre, who so intelligently emplo)'s 

,the brief .intervals of leisure left him by his occupations, 

tre~ted us, during, our interesting ,visit to his collection, 

with thegi-e~test kindness and courtesy, and displayed a 

"Iiliell -stOre 'of information. 
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In the ,hospital of Ode., there appeared to ' us much 

room for improvement, !IS regarded the good order OJld 

ventilation of the wards. The patients are, however, well 
• 

attended; but it is to be regretted that this charity, from 

a regard to useless display, shoula not provide the sick 

with all the comforts which it otherwise might do. The 

surgical department, entrusted '0 the skill of Doctor 

Andriewsky, 'a young practition~r already celebrated, 

presented •. t the i,;,}}e of oW" visit, several cases of frightful . . 
lesions in the most importal1t organs_ The hideous 

aspect of so' much suffering, and the heat of the day, 

made me anxious, for my part, to bring the visit to a 

close, and all who were not, like Dr. Leveille, att.racted 

by scientific interest, sought elsewhere sights of a more , 
congeniul description. 

The University of Odessa now embraces a large 

number of schools and colleges; all the governments of 

New Russia are, in their educational departments, subor­

dinate to this est.ablighruent. The Richelieu Lyceum 

is said to turn out distinguished pupils; besides tilis 
institution and the private schools, there is a miliu.ry 

school, a school for orientn! languages, and one Jor 
, ,' . "" , -. . ' . 

the. llstruction ' of . pilots: The GTeek popul"tionof 
'~:' • ',. • ,, ' .? ; ', '" "~"'-'" 
Ode~Ba is more ' .~specially devbted to 11. sea-fariiig !ile' 
~;ratofishing. out. Qwmg' ~ the IllItW8J. ;ndol~~~O'l 

"''.:'''-' '''~ "', . .' . . . .' . .'. . .. :' . " , .... ; . .. ,.'.". ,.:.' '~i)·~, _-I:. 

tIiliip'llQp1e, these . bran~hes of:·industiYlllif~Dot'l'.i!t 

r~ivoothil.t~eveio"ilient of w1i!iJh ·· tfi~ii'~ ·~ 
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With road, abonnding in fi~ll, Odessa is ne~ertheless 

ill provided, and the prices ore Leyond the rendl of 

moderate fortunes. The fisheries thorefore should bo­

oOljle the objeot of ~orious attention on tho part of 

govEllllinent. The same cannot be. gnid with respect . 
to the supply of frui t in this oapital; the numerous 

fruiterers' stalls, sheltered l)y large aWllings, xemind Olle of 

the· shops in Italy ond Spain; Lut it is Qnl/for one kind 

of fruit that the pcopl~' show " pnt1fc~11ll' predilection, 

and one that i!-i easily grutifled, fI.S l arg~ quantities of it may 

be procureu for the smallest coin. This fruit, which , . 
retains its Tartar llame of Arbouz , is the water-melon, 

or pastec of the southern countries adjoining the 

Mediterranean. It mny be stated, without exaggerlltiofl., 

that during three months of tl ,e ycnr more than thirty­

thousand pastecs a day are consumed in Ouessa. So 

long os the great heat endures, the people havo 110 

other food or beverage than .is aflorded by this spongy 

fruit; a practice contrary to sound hygienic 'principles, in 

a oountry subjeot at intervals to epidemic fevers ond other 

acute .affections. 

The -climate of Odess.. i. remarkably influenced by 

the situation of the city. Elevated above the level of 

the soo, entirely exposed from all quarters to the wind, 
~ " , . 

which . !iw~l'" alQllg tho sands of the surrouuding , . .. . - \ . 

plateau. raising up clouds of fine dijst, Odessa through-

VoL. y. y 
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out the 'summer, is poiCbed with <!rongh t, and III 

the winter, from similar causes, enveloped in thick 

mists. Much has been said of the unwholesome 

unture of the air; but if wo may judge of the publio • 
health by general .appearances, the air has been wrongly 

impugned; it is presumable, however, that sickness 
• 

generally mok.. its appearance with the occurrence 

of sudden c:1~;tlges ~f temper~ture, anrt \n this respect 
~... ' 

Odessa is unfortu~,ately conditioned . 

. Although the latitude under which it is situated 

(40· 30") is gonerully temperate, tJ,is city is visiten 

with a more rjgorous winter than is observed else· 

where under the same latitude; while on the eontrn.ry, 

ill summer, the heat may be compared to that of the 

torrid zone. This, as we have stated, results from tho 

complete nakedness of tJ,. countries of which Odessa 

is the capitul, and it should bo added, that these un· 

favourable conditions are common to all tJ,,, cities 

upon these endless steppes. 

A more serious dissdvantsge for a city, doubtless 

destined to tske a high position, is the soarcity of 

water,. doily becoming more IlUdmore felt. In the 

rapid and extraordinary aggrandizement of !his city, 

this .pressing want of each moment of the. day has 

not-.been snfficientiy considered. . Bllte- we : hav~ . · good 
reason ' ro \ookhopefully to 'the future; from 'the . ~~ 
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of the enlightened IUld enterprising governor; in wl11Jse 

hands the destinies of this city arc confided. Should 

God prosper the tlcsiglls of Count Woronzoff, will, the 

aid of science, water, will flow from this w·id. soil. 

Odessa. possesses a great number of wells, furnishing 

a wholesome water, which is cllpfl.b J ~ of beiug rendered 

suffwiently o.hundn.nt to' su.tisfy all WRutS ,without cost ; 

this problem is one invoiviug tJ~e impc~.1tUlIt qucstioll .. 
of public health , find tho utmost exel'tiou (If govcnl-

mont should therefore ho' dirt~cted to the soillijon of it. 

A'!. l'egn.nls fuel , llithcI'lo wood hIlS beell , l.I.1u l continues 

R.hunJant. The rLlltici pntions founded 0 11 tllo di~covel'y 

or eoo.l. tl.eposil:.s in B CSfoiUJ 'lthiil, have not heeu followed 

by results sufficiently importa.ut and certain to all<1W 

H.UY dcpendtlllCe to be pluL:cd on these resources ; bUL 

the zc,ll and persc\'cmnee wiUI which Hcarchcs will 

be directed by the lLuthorities, will ltO doubt ielld to 

some important , discoveries, IInu it will bo iL fortunate 

day for the city when such l\ llline of wealth !:ilmll he 

at its disposal. 

We have heard it remarked by •• iloni, tl,at the position 

Qi' Odessa, as a. seaport, was not free ~rom ohjectjon, and 

that both Kherson and Nicolaieff offered a sllfer anchorsge 

!.G. ve~sels , and a more natural outlet for the produce of 

southern Russia. · There may be some ground for the 

first ot these criticisms: nor is there need of much skill 
y 2 
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in tuch u.Mters to di ,cover that the roadstead of Odessa, 

which is of tho class called outlying, is exposed to the 

violence of the winds, and that the action of large 
, ' 

Ul'(,al>ors driven into the port m,,!:, t tend to accumulate 

banks of sand. .As regards the second point, we are 

unable to express an opinion , firmly determined as we 
• 

fU'e to judge. by our own experience ; it appears to us , 

however, tll!i~h~ sit~ntion of Odessa does not furnish ........ " 

an unfavourable outlet for the produce of the southern 

countries, Long before its constitution as a free port 

turned the scale in its flLvOur, the vessd s from the west. 

ulrcudy sought to exchange their cargoes in its 1)ort. 

'lb. re must naturally have been some powerful oinduce. 

nlcnt in the advnntages presented by the situation of 

Odessa to utti'act , when but scarcely marked out on the 

site of R adji Bey, the trade of the northern coast of tho 

mack Sea, at the expense of Kherson, When we caU 

to mind the struggle against the iuJilrerence .of the 

metropolis, carried on for ten years, and that Odessa, 

in this "struggle; would infallibly have perished, had it 

not had within it some powelful element of strength; 
• causing it to trium,l'h oter every obstacle, The plain); 

of Bessarabia abd Podolia, and all those &'Preading 

ellStw'iLtd "to tbe course of the Boug; possess no more 

~aturaloutlef tha'; Odessa, and they . may. " "without 

prejUdice to the lrade of Khilrson,briug ii:ltD 'its' stOte-
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houser; ihe wool , i1le b'mill, the lea.t.hm·, anu.tile tallow, 

whieh for111 tIle priucipnJ. exports of the country. As 

regards metals exporl,,,1 hy the sen. Azolf, whit.her they 

are brought down the rivcrs, or by t.he CllrftVnl1S from t.hc! . -
north, it is easily intelligible t1Ja~ they should haye 

• 
adopted R; port cflSy of Recess, find in to which ,·essels 

wern na.turally driven 'by Uw S1LUIO Wil!d wlileh hrul 

urged tllClII through tlw Sifllil.s 'of l\.;mJ1fo The vcry 

circumstanee which constitutes t.lIC Siut:LY uf,thc rOllllst.end!1 

of Kherson amI Ni(:olitif·fT; nnnwly, the I'xtl'PJl'lf: luOjr.ulty 

of entering them, Illll)', in ti'r tflin tnsc:-.,. ha\'(~ provc~d 

prejudicial to the development of their trade, 

But it is useless to d l~ V()tc morf' time to the cxnmiun.· 

Lion of que~lio:ns wllich fit th is, our first nlHI hrief v i~it:l 

to Odessa, we had scarcely time to enter illw. nlly.zlrd 

11.S we were by t.he polisllCd society nntl all the cleg!llH:t~ 

of a great city, lulled by the lolaudi, lu])"IJ I" of a life of 

indolel~c;e anu plenty, uflcr f!ltign e!'\ nnd privntioll ~ of 

every kind we wore not, certainly, ill-tlisposod t.o acknow-, . 
ledge Odessa as tllC natllml nnu lrgitinlfltc c:npiLal of a 

world. newly sprung into cxistelH:e. ,Yo W(!I"C charmed 

by the gay "ppearanco of _ the haudsome houses, 

stretching aloug the elegant boulevards, and cared but 

l~ttle whether or not these n.n;hit.t' ctnral. rit:he~ were duo 

~N~'fly to tbe llature of the sl.one, so obedient to t1,o el,i,,'!' 

'VA hpA.M it. ~tA.t.P.d. moreover , tl lfLt illstcnJ of rrposill~ on 
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a solid foundation , this beautiful city was built upon a f .. ail 

bed of Flhe11s, whose agglomerated mass was crumbling 

by Uw ef1(~ct, of't.inw. Hut in ttwsc }Il'eCariOllFi trnements. 

we found :;;0 cordin] fl, welcome, RO much refinement, BO 

• 
perfect and Rmiahle. a tone'!) so pure It taste and so 

• 
ilelicate It tnct, thAt everything conspired to fflScinnte us 

in n most ngp~~ahle manner, r hasten to come to the 

day when , il - (~oniplift1;Ce with tl](~ kind solieitations of 

Count ,\Voroll:t,:ofl', ) less thftn' in grfl.tify n \'~ry natural 

desire, we took pa.SSAge'! on 11ofi.1'<1 the "Pf"tel' t.he Grent," 

R. pretty stemner, l'ullninp; durin g the wh{ll(~ sen..,;;oll 

between Odessn Rlld t .h~ three priu eipal points of t.ht~ 

nllcient Chersnncsf), Ynlta" Theodosiit n.nd Kert.dl.. 

Yalta was the point we were hound fqr; .and on the 

same boat with us, n numerOUR suite was in attendance 

upon the Countess 'Voron;r.ofl, on her way to .Jom the 

governor-general, in his palace at Aloupka. On the 

lOth of August, at noon, in the midst of tt crowd of 

spectators collected upon the mole to gaze on the brilliant 

and noble assembly on board the" Peter the Great," we 

put out to sea. To name all the persons assemlJlc(/ on 

board the steamer, would be to enumerate all the partici­

pators in a general oonversatiDn, gay, witty and auimated, 

in the midst of which the first · hours of our journey 

'$Jippooc sway, favouted · hy lIl~centweather. . The 

lodieo, accustomed to . this trip .\ot<eighty .Ieagues or 1!0' 



ODESSA.-SOlJ1'TlERN COAST uF THE CR{Mf: A, :127 

taKing them to tlleir country-lIuusf'S two. 01' thl"t ~t~ 

times in the senSOll, appeared quite fttmilinrizcd with 

the sea. The evening IHl.':ised off in tho most calm 

manner; but at sunset, a large red Rtreak o.1011g 
• 

the horizon hoded it less p,~aceful night. The most 
• 

experienced among the sailors faired not, to ml1ke the 

remark, and f,hey })ad
l 

the glory of beinq right in their 

prognostics. At niglltAl\ll the ,~ind " J"OSC',", and t.lie SCil 

washed contiuually over' the 8ome,\1Illat lqw clec:k of our 

clegatlt steamer. This bccl1s ioned some confusion, Ilud 

R great denl of sea-~ielmess, whidl even tilt) l/1:0st expe­

rienced of our fair pns8cngers Llitl not CSC!Lpe. At 

midnight, we descriml th e beacon Ilt Ten un}., sitUfltcd 

at the extremity of n. long tongue of JILIUi , so low, tJlr. •. 

ev~n in the day-time it is lost III tIle sen-line. Sonw 

tim~ After, we heheld the light of Tark!lIlbont all OUI' 

left, and in the morning. we admired all the~e things , 

so indistinctly perceived nt llight, as we passed in the 

midst of a fleet composed of four ships .of the line and 

two frigates belonging to the imperiol navy ; they were 

performing evolutions near ' the coast of Crimcl.}., wltich 

'We beheld before eleven o'clock. A wateh-wwer, ,itu­

ated on the lower point of tlw Cllcl'sonese, marks t.ht~ 

first point of the southern COllSt. The eye is soon an,,1' 

ribanned with lofty mou'l.tains of SO beautiful a form, ·t1lRt 

the~, Illight 1m taken for the naturlll bllITier, which nsc", 
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verdure clad, between the city of Genoa and the duchy 

of Lucca. After passing the first headland, we made 

r"pid way, the sea still continuing rough, as we passed 

n number of picturesque sires, which our obliging 
• 

companions could scarcely name quick enough. That 
• 

immense promontory was Co.pe Pruthenium. At the 

summit of this promontory .-not without its poetical 

nSBociations, ~ hl!re, 8.cMl'ding to all the ancient poets, 

was enacted th~ gram! drama of' Oresres and Iphigenia­

in the furthest reeess of that 'bay, and upon tha. high 

will of rock, was the monastery of St. George, SUl"­

mounted by a red domo, IUrd the gilt point of its lightning 

conductor. Yonder was Dulaclavu, with its GeJloese ruin, 

tru;:ed upon a rock, and overlooking a, Dflrrow creek into 

which ships and fishing-boats enter as in a P01t. At 

this place, a bosin, concealed from the view, offers a.~afe 

IUld secret harbour; no mast :would be high cnougb to 

botray ihe presence of any vessel behin.! that screen of 

rocks. Farther on, Cape Aja rises at the extreme 

Bouthern ]loint of the Taurida. Thi .. cnpe, which the 

Greeks ,called Kriou-met-opon, presenred, doubtless, t" 

the eye of the 'aneient geographers a resemblance to the 

head of !L nun. ·As 'we ·proceeded, the coast beolllJ'ie' 

niore and more · picturesque. The aspect of the <lOuntry , 
i.'less' rugged, and the high hanj>r. of ni?u~ta.ins'reeedes, 

lellving hetween itself !Lnd tl..,. sea richly.,wooded , slopes. 
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K88tropoulo, one of those useful establishmen~ for which 

the memory of my revered father, their founder , will ever 

be respected, presented itself soon after, with its vihite 

houses looking over " tmet of villeyard sloping down to 

the very sands of th~ sea-shore. At the sight of this 
• 

domain, which was unknown to me', and which fanned 

one of the noblest POl't1011S of my paternul inhuritallce-, 
on beholding these reC~Hlt midcavdurs ~f n.,.goo~ man to 

encourage, in this remot~ country, i. branch of culture 

which may one day cnrieh it-l eRnuot find words to 

describe the cmotioll with whidl I wns seized. 

That portion of the .outhern eoust which is illhabited 

by wealthy land-owners now spread itself hefore our gllZe ;, 

here II palace in the byzantine style, t.hl1t seemed spru~g. 

from some oriental dret~l, marks out its slender outJjnes 

ngninst a mass of foliilge, and unfurls from it..~ summit 

our national banner. ThiH was Aloupka, the centre of 

his magnificent assemblage of mansions; and even ut 

the distance we were from the COlh,t , we could distinguish , 
the three cannon shots which saluted us as we pllssed. 

A light-bouse, standing 011 a hillock, marked the entrance 

to the Bay of Yalta, and the terminus of our journey. 

The unfavourable weather had cauSed us to arrive six 

hours later than the ordinary time. The " Peter the 

Great" anchored within a short distance of • jetty which . .' . . 
~ve. '· ... ·,. .prQtootion to small craft OI\ly. In a few 
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moments, fJ. small boat appeared, making its way through 

tbe tbreatening waves. In it was tbe Count Woronzoff, 

whom I found as kind, gracious and amiable as evee, 

grown younger from the hapI)iness whieh surrounds him, 

and bearing upon his fine tranquil countenance the , 
impress of a mind 'rendered happy by the contemplation 

of the good it has accomplished." The Count's reception 

filled mn witk.gratitude, no less on my own behalf than 

that. of my C<?lDpnnions, who w'erc welcomed with that 

generous cordiality which expresses itself under tile most 

Rimple and natural forms. 

In another moment we were 011 land, eomfortal)ly 

installed in nn hotel conducted (vanity of human 

.greatness 1) by Signor Bru·tolucei , ex·basst) .. cllntntc at 

t.he t.heatre of Odessa. 
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FEW situations nre so pietul'e~llLJt: 

as that of lhe burgh of Yalta. Its 

port is more an ornllment than a 

port. The new houses of t.his 

burgh are sheltered by the high 

. mountains of the chain of Ya:iln. 

Recenlly built 011 tJ,e vcry site of 

an ancient Greek town of some consequence, Yalta 

oceupies the whole of the northern part of a very spacious 

b~y,'~tw""n cape Nikita on the north, and cape Ai.Todnr 



\W:c! ClUMEA.-TAGA NliOG.-NOVO-TClIERKASK. 

on the squth. This coast, . sUlToundeJ by beautiful 

landscapes, is perfectly sheltered on one side, whilst on 

the other it is exposed to the wiilds Illld heavy seils 

from the south-east; this is tlw case also lLt Odessa, 

and even wben the. winds ho.1"e' subsided, the wnves 
• 

iu tiw oay eontinue agitated for SOIDe time, while 

the sauds, thrown up from the bottom by the motioll of 
• 

the sea, tend. mOlle and mote to contract an 8.UdlOragc 

ahe~y suffici~ntly ~ncommodiou·s. The port of y;,lt,\ 

will therefore never be a mftl'itime settlement of any 

importance; it is one of those tempol'!ll'y sllClt.el's, where 

sailors may cast fLndlOl' for it short time, but could 

not, eyen at all enormous cost, be made 
• 

into a per-

"llanent harbour . • 
However, as n mere 1)iell-d-tc1Te 

• 
for aU the notabilities who during the summer people 

tho'southern coast, Yalta if? a lllace of BOlhe imlwrtauce, 

With reglll'd to publie instit\ltions, Y Illta is not behind 

any large town; a custom-house, a post-office, architects, 

chemists, and a variety of shops, filled witll everything 

to tempt greediness, oue of the chief sources of pleasure 

in tills eountry""7'nothing is wanting. The pljncipalhotel 

ill called la Oiua di Odessa, and, ':'swnes ~ the dignity 

~hieh distingui;;he~ l' respectable hotel from a .eommop-, 

pla!!e inn . .. A h"Jlse arranged with taste and 4ppropriate . . . . . . . 
tq its ' J:1ospitable purposes, e. tiling too .xare ill .f),,,,,,, 
.part.s, .has .been built by order of Oount.) • . WQr911Zolf: 
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The Count may in truth be called the host of tilese 

shores. I'l the lon~ garden of the southern coast, he 

has allowed no pleasing detail to escape the visitor. 

The hotel once esteblished, a major domo was required; 

it was then that Signor Bartolucci, ti,e excellent basso , 
cantttllte, quitted (he boards at Odessa tet create a new 

• )lart for himself here, . which he fills with eaual satis-

faction to the l'ubli c 

The next cl oy we were conveye~ in j,he 

8ent by Count de Woro'nzoff tn Alouplw. 

C'lulpllges 

The road 

from Yalta to this beautiful residence runs along the 

shore of the bay, and rises by a gentle ascent to the 

first hills wllich command the sea on the west, whenco. 

reaches the base of the rocks of the Yaila, which rifiCfI' 

like Il. wruI, eighteen hUlldrcd feet high, oxtending from 
• 

Yalta to Cape Ai-Tador. This road is smooth, and so 

easy, that carriages can go at tile utmost speed upon 

it. About midway up the mountains, you meet with a 

number of villas on the roadside, one and all con­

structed with the most tasteful fanc),. Here " small 

'Asiatic palace greets you, with discreet blinds and minaret­

shaped chimneys; " 8 little further, an elegant gothic 

maDor, or one 'of those pretty English cottages covered 

with :ivy" 'and surrouuded with verdure, which long 

niwris its freshness. Sometimes you find a dwelling built 

eiitlte'lr:~i wood, fancifully vamished, and ,.lmost hidden 
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by its largo verandas; here a group of white and graceful 

;urrets, there a mass of ruins; everywhere trees, grass, 
• 

'parkling water, garlands of hawthorn and beds of purple 

iahlias. The traveller advances thus along a road winding 
• 

for a distance of fifteen versts by the si,le of the great 
• 

rampart. of the Yajla; Oil his left the glittering and 

boundless sea; at his feet, slopfng down to the shore, 

verdant decli'ljties "covered with villus, beautiful vineyards, .. 
and winding pathways. Throughout its extent, the road 

is ' protected, like a drive thro1Jgh an English park, by 

wooden barriers painted white, which though slight, prevent 

the head and eyes from BuHering the dizziness which so 

rapid a pace might occasion. Everywhere above head, nre 

o""r-hanging rocks a thousand feot high, from tile crevioes 

of which an abundant vegetation makes its way, and waves 
• 

in the wind. But who can attempt to describe these lovely 

views as they deserve. Amidst them I spent a brief inter- . 

vo.! filled with sensations of whioh it is utterly impossible 

to give any idea. On such occasions we see, we admire, 

but never for a moment dream of finding words to match 

the dazzling beauties of the soelleswhioh oharm us. Besides, 

I was not .a fanoiful, and still less .• . poetioo.! traveller.; 

my ·visit to Count de Woronzoff W8B for '" serious and 

Ull&ful end: I was anxious to get ·to the provinoes neigh­

lioouing the Don, where . . it will · be remembered an. 

ili>poQnt i'a.rt of my expedition was to be, estahlished. 
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lUlder .the direction of M. Ie Play. How I.longed to 

judge for myself of the justice of our mutual expectations, 

and to follow the 'progress of my companions in the 

study which was the object of their travels ; for I had' 
• 

not come to Aloupka to indulge egotistically in poetical 
• 

meditatioi!.s, but to advance more' rapidly towards my 

destination: I intendeJ remaining but ol}e day amidst 

the enchantment. of this pnncelj codntry "1ire.. I was 

resolved to make my es~ape 011 the very. same evening 

from this kind hospitality: the amiability of the hosts, the 

splendour of the sky, amI the magnificence of the country, 

what allurements were these to conquer, and how hard 

the stinggle, when, on the other hand, we had to launch. 

afresh into steppes without end. I must, however, 1iO' 
myself the justice to say that I did resist. To present 

my reSpects to Couut de Woronzoff, and thank him, in . 
my own name and that of. my companions, could be done 

in one .day, and in one day I did it. Count de Woronzoff, 

who thoroughly appreciates all good motives, understood 

the .sacrifice I was making to duty. He welcomed my 

foreign-colleagues with that gracious courtesy which wins 

alt.hearts to him. ;jland from that moment he became a 

guide. mid protector to them. As may be imagined, under 

SIIch 'generous patronage, I did not h~tate to lea.ve 

·t)iem-.to';fqIJow .their own inclintltioDs in making flITtllfge:: 

~~i.I''fOl' :'Visiting .. erypart of this interesting . oountry 
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as was th";r intention. The day passed but too quickly 

in the midst of a numerous · and select party. After 

taking a rapid view of tlte rustic gardens and the magni. 

ficent oriental palace which the Count was finishing at 

this time, 'in the expectation of a ,:"yal visit, the glorious , 
and , WeIl-merited reward ~f so many labours, I took 

leave of this ,noble" lord,not , Without having received 

from him oJvice 'full of kiDdness to myself, and most 

f,ourt,oo~S :, pr~mises'. in favour' 'of those I left behind. 

Night· ,was already far advanced, when I resumed the 

road (,0 Yalta, not however alone, for Count Galateri, 

aide~ile.eamp to the governor.general, in whom I soon 

,found;an obliging and devoted guide, had been attached 

,tQ. me for my rapid campaigns of tbe Don. I also took 

back with me to Yalta, in order to give him my last 

instructiops, the individual .who,,,'l',as to replace me with . . ~ ,. 

my :colieagues; less e~rien,jea travellers than himself, 

heedle'ss'·of the morrow", like,. all· men of scieuce, IUld full ". : .. ', , 

of the ardour of 'tro'f artiste;· they : needed .. prudent 

gtl8!ilianship' ; I ,' hlideputed Samson, an invetel'ate 
, , .., .' 

travellet,;\4i.,repreeent J¢e~ 'pilot · to the caravan. 

· ~:the , ~hrileday;¥ooph, ·,~t ,:privileged spot, 
: . , ·(~jC.:k"\:~ · .~.' ,.-~, . . :-_ - ' " 

hadlmjoyed a mild' and ,WNlU tomlierature, but it was . . 

not'tlO in the hay of Yalta: the wind . had not .ceased . 

h~ling; and the awollen waves rendered it .. dilliculk,to 

put",,~,irom ghore to the "Peter the Greit/' i~ ~hiti!t;y ' 
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Cl!>TIoge had been left. We should have had l<> wait. 

long time for a more qltiet sea, and iul delay was forbidden 

at this moment. The winds, said the captain-an old 

English sailor, who certainly knew something about it­

the ,winds might continue violent for several days. My 
. . 

resolution 'w~ soon taken; I abandoned my carriage, 

which the steamer was to convey the next. do,y to Karra, 

ond I determined to post 1l.stl,r .8 this town oill"Q tiligue , 

A. rude and swift fllttionn1 carl'inge. 

T11ere is so great a ,silllilarity between tilis -Russian 

equipage and the Wallachian C(t1'01tSlfi, which 1 have 

Illreody mentioned, that a minute description would be 

superfluous; suffice it to say, the telegue is the b~st of 

the two. You are more comfortable on the stTll":, 

whieh is !'lot spored, and abundantly till . the little bnx 

III which. the traveller ,is. seated. Two pRBseng~rs may, 

if needful, find room on the mountain of cloaks nI;d 

coverings heaped together in lien of 11 SeIlt, len.ding 

eMh' other the support of " shoulder over the rough 

placeBl-hrough which ·the tel"gue is drogged, at the 1'1011-

sure of two yigorous horses. In front of the machine"and 

with-'no. other' seat than ." narrow plank, is perchCli the . . , 

c;;aohinllll. • . :.vho never eeRBes speaking' to his ho~s: to 
'-'1 " 

conclUde as· a final clistinction-and in this consists > ..• 'i\' ', ( •. , ,. : 

tlii},4Ico*~til1!'" ~p()tity of the tel"gue to the ~umhl'\ 
t\at_~,ot:tIl!l ,:w;aUlWhi""s-'· metal bell is suspended· 



·RIMEA.-TAGANROG.-NOVO-TCllERKA. K. 

to the fore part of the pole, and winging to and fro wi~h . 
gr at noi during the whollj tim.e the carriage is in 

m.otion, on tantly remind th traveller that 1 ep would 

b dang rous n IllS p rilou s at. When we arrived 
(" 

at a town, th b 11 wa uppres ed, out of r spect for .., 

the ears f th citiz ns. It is in such rnd carriages, 

however, tha;t irmum rabl~ travellers, o:fficer~, agents, 

couri r ;r anJ go~ rnment. fun tlonarie , continually tr~­
v' 1'8 the ¥1pir ,t' . galloping day and night, orossing 

over th u auds of v rst in thi unco))1fortabl position, 

and with ~o oth r 8h It r than a cloak, which serve 

as an equ 1 prot ctiol'\ again t tlie un, the rain, t}1e 

o dust, and the mud. I leave the ~eader to imagine 

f 1yhat sort of a con titution you must be gifted with, to 

tand u h frightful ray lling. In I s time than is 

1) c sary to d crib this simple and primitive quip age , 
, 

w h d alr~ady pas ed the long and winding ways through 

the valley of Ya:lta, and were rolling with wonderful 

swiftne s over th b autuul road cut along the ide of 

the mountaill which 'ommand the sea from a vast 

height, taking their courRe towards th en t. We had 

tart d 'R.t noon, and at this S tlSOl1 of the year, f1'om 

the 1st to the ] ~th of August, it is easy to c.onceive 

th acor 1 'ng heat w had t.o endur . . 

Uud l' th blaznlg ray of the 81'111, our faces were 

burnt in Ie s than An h 11r in . uch a manner as long 
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toO retain, the trIWes. Nikita, with it. -beautifnl gOJ:dens, 

MlISsandra and its rich vineyards, Ai·Danil, and the 

;"hole" of thiii picturesque road soon vanished from our 

sight. We' then came to the Aiou.Dogh', 'This immense 
• 

promontory advances so far into the, Sell, that jJ)e road 

cannot b~ ' brought ro~nd it, and 'accordingly proceeds 
" . .. 

along a second range of .mountains; hete, ) .. 1Cnven be 
. ... , : 

thanked; nre to 'be found the most co01 and delightful re-
• • 0' 

~eat9, large trees, beantiful forest.:; , CnsCn.dfl~, fmd all those 

happy and wonderful effects which artists prize so much. 

Italy itself is surpassed-surpllSscd by the Crimea: land­

scape painters must nllow it. Alouchta, s semi· Tatar 

town of some importance, situated on the coast, terminates­

this magnificent iinc of shore. A considerable ~aJ",y' 
opens towards 'the sea close by, and from this spot we 'Iuit 

the coast to enter into the interior of Taurida, .direct:ing 

our ~ourse towards the central part., where, Sympheropol 

IS situated. , At first for a considemblc time our course 

:VIIS all up-jlill; the roa(1 following the lowllr doclivitie.s 

'or :the Tchadir-Dogh. This is truly. majestic mountain; 

the. pighesfof the Crimea. 'Its summit, forming a table, 

i.ii -:~ · goda I4!nd p18l'k for the ships ill the m""k Sea: it 

'£I~ 'coinm;';'ds on -the north the wl;ole expanse of the 

.i>e .,c..that Rea of dust, where , the Tatar caravans 

"UoIi!i.ii',it frOID' a-far. 
!W1fiIIl', :~ , :modest equipage had toiled up theSe 
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imposing heights, we found tliat the country became less 

9Jld less picturesque, as we "descended the reverse and 
* northern side of the Tchadir .. Dagh; vegetation becomes 

scanty, and soon cco",cs altogethc~ on the skirt of the 

plains, where you rpeet with it no more, except at the 
, 

bottom of ravines, and along tlle course of the Salghir, , 
NeverthelGss, ,nature here is still beautiful and rich. A 

, -.. ,< r • 

few villages here and there are met with: that called , , 

SOultan-Mflhmoud occupies a conspicuous place in my 

recollectiolls, on t1.Ccouut of a horde of gipsies, encamped 

in the neighbouring fields. It is impossible to ol)tain, 

without going out of Europe, a more complete idea of 

those wild tribes, which lend so much interest to the 

DIIrratives of navigators. A few rags was all the whole 

tribe possessed in the way of attire, and the childrcn and 

Y0'1ng people, who had been forgotten in the distributioll 

o( bcredita~y tatters, scarcely' appearcd any the worse 

clothed, In every villuge, also, troops of the most trouble­

some ,dogs in tl,e world pursued' us with iilVeterate obsti­

nacy. At last we ~rrived at Sympberopol, the present 

capit8l ·· of · the .. Crim~':; and . the head-quarterS · ';r'the 

gov"rnment of ·Tauridi., " Our journey, though rapid; had 

ne~erthele~s b';;';' a hard trial: imd we eagedy and' grate~ 
, , .. , . . , ':' .' " . .., " ...... 
fully licceptea tbekind offer of M, MOurOunZoff, the ' ci.,1 

~ov~rhor, to lend" us' nis 'Carriage ~ fii.I. iIs' kamt-
.' . ~"". \.." . , .. ",' ", . ".. .' 

S~'nijJJiiiropol, though ' snf"f\l" ' =IA, me. 'Dloun~.~ •. l. 
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not quite in the steppe. Its ellvirulls , int.e~ccteu by u. 

few raviues; where the supply of fresh water lnailltnius 

vegetation, offers SOibe favourable 'Site:; for tI le cult.iviltiou 

of tile vine. The vullev of the SlllNhir extclldinn'o • 0 , 

northward, is cspecnJly remllrkahle for the ueouty 'of 

its. trees. The town is divided inta\wo l)arts: firoL, the 

ancient Ak-Metchd t>f t.he Tutars, where we fiud 

lliUTQW populous alleys: liu~d wieh 9110P:-; 01 'aJ l kinds, 

clussed according to th'e' oriental t.: l./ Slmu j tiW!} l,hp. new' 

town, where we ruready recoglli se the Ll't~illlLh ~md 

l'eguillrity of our owu st.reets. The principu.l dmrcit , of 

elegallt design Lut. slight materials, 'lldorus uue of the 

spacious squares of tI le town. Anuther squa.re, or rathe~ 

market-place, siLuntetl in the centre of' Syml)hel'opol,. j~ 

filled with a 1I0isy modl,'y of buyers and sellers. People of 

every nation nre Lere gut,hereu, talkin g- every knowu' li1l1-

guageundcr the sun: we ~ould falley oursclves at the loot 

of the Tower of Babel. Greeks, 'l'atlU·s, A.rmerl idns, Jews, 

and Russians incessantly. pass and repass ill the miJ:-;t of' 

merchandise and cattle, the headlong droschkies of the 

Russians, and the leisul'dy mndgiurs of the Til-tal'S, drtl.wn 

by a .couple of enormous dromedaries, with douhle humps, 

and the most imperturbabl~ aspect: 'l1,i; town is, 11'0111 

i~ position, the cen~e of all activity and enterprise, A 

number .,0£. new houses are being erected ill the capiwl; an 
'" . ' } . 

Artesian .~1I nromises an abundtlllL supply of water; and ~ 
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few inns, rl(.cently established, favour the sojourn of travel­

lers. To this day, however, the innkeepers, trusting to the 

custom adopted by the betwr class of" Russians, of always 

travelling with their beds, have made no effort to provide 

Visitors with any better sleeping' accommodation than ,. 
miserable sofas, scantily stuffed with hay, indiscriminately 

provided for travellers of all ranks, whom the fatigues of 

the journey, tUtd the meagrdness' of the supper, equally 

th~pose to ~le~p. In n few years heds will have founel 

their way into these inns. We 'have seen more wonderful 

Utings in the way of progress than thi •. . . 
At midnight, we left Sympheropol. TI,e governor had 

Jent us his c8.lTinge, and in it we were soon rolling oyer 8. 

"I\Iooth steppe. We quickly passed through Kam-Sou­

Bozu,', a large Tatar towll, but the darkness prevented 

our ~)bserving its character j then, still keeping across the 

steppe, we reached the oriental side of Ule Crimf'J>, and 

Kaffa, the half Genoeee and half Tatar ({)Wll, which with 

all illl Italian aspect, reruindiag one of Bologna, yet 

preserves withal some vestiges of the Mussulman city. 

Kaffa appeared to us beneath the beams of the rising SUll, 

enc~siJlg within its ancient. walls and tWTets the ruilled 

memorials of the . pOwer which "it so long enjoyed. The 

port of K'a.fta,.ealled also by its ancient I1Jl.IDe of Theodosia, 

formerly rich and welt-peopled, ia now rarely entered, 8&ve 

by " few amall vea...,ls laden with the prod\lc8 . . of the 
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steppe---the steppe which, wlCultivRted as it ,~, is yet in­

credibly fertile. The trRffic which formerly gave animation 

to Kaffa, is in the present ·day transferred more to the east 

in the roads of Kertch, where the favourahle I,osition of 

the strait, uniting t~e Sea of Azotf with the Black Sea, 
• 

attracts la numerous concourse of ·vessels. TIleodosia 

is geserally "onsillerell an agreeable city; it is chietly 

populated by Greeks, "bnt 'cownierc'" ha. at all times 
- ' . brought a great number of st.ranger. to it., Many AI,,,e-

ninns and Kara."im Jews- 1't18ide within its walls; tJle 

suburbs are inhabited by Krim Tat.IU·. , and another tribe 
o 

of Tarors, the NogO:iH, with Chinese countenances, may 

constantly be seen driving their cw's through its streeu., 

We merely hurried through the public phwes, thoroughf9.J;jl", 
• 

and somewhat limited promenades of Theodosia. The 

". Peter the Great" had kept its word, and my carriage 

was landed on a. far more commodious port; accordi~gly 
I hastened to pursue my journey with my eonst.aot 

companion in weal ~r woe, the Count de Galateri. 

We sh91'ed this time the comforts of an excellent 

coach; as we had done the previous night the 

jolting. of the roughest of vehicles. We . reached , 
Arabat with .unequalled rapidity, taking a direct line 

.from· BOUth to north. The distanco "at!, Performed , 
m'·Jo1l1\ ··hoUl'l< ; !and ·aS we turned our backs' 11pon 

" . 
tal. ' .. ';'~nfliain8 of · tbeCrime&,our only horizon wat! 
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that of th~ plain, smo th as th sea' which bounds it .• 

This d sert, however, is not so entirely deserted but 

on frequently meets caravans comp~sed of cars carrying 

ith r to Kaffa or to K rtch the salt picked up on the 
• shores of the Dead ea, not far from the town of , 

recop. Occasionally, also, a Tatar i s en squatted 

beside his drOll,l aries, enjoying the delight of l~ pipe 

beneath their sha«!fow; if a'" degre of heat which lite-

~ rally calcines th oil can b c~ed uch. In traversing 

th se solitary r gion , more than in any we had pre­

viously crossed, the road is left to th choice of the 

driver; thes Tatar have, however, a marvelloll In· 

tRtinct in discovering the direct line; and it is asserted, 

l.ts\t ev n when the steppe is an entire sheet of nolY, 

they still rive thl'ough on the right road, a if it 

wer marked out. 

fortress, still d fended by.good outworks and a ditch, 

though its interior i in ruin , and a village, composed of 

ten ho facing one another, in th fonn of a treet, 

occupyin a sn of groUnd which in . central Europ 

wo d uffice" for a ~wn ntaining twelve thousand 

souls-sue b The fort is built on the sands 

between the ~ €lit ' of Azoff and the Dead Sea, or 

~i ach, alllOti!er name given w this great lake, but . -
too justly meriting ·the characteristic epithet; a sort 

of n tural d k , 'starting from the very foot of these 
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ramparts, rUllS directly northwru'ds, betweli:u dashing 

waves 011 Olle side, a.nd on the other, Slc1b"llilDt tlnd 

putrid waters, always emitting a hon'ible and pOiSOIlOU~ 

stench. This narrow causeway is intersected t()ww'dlS 
• the northern extremity by n canal "bout 8 hundred 

• 
metres long, formin g (t commuuicatioll between the two 

seas, anu is rather' pompously desigVKtcd n ~trHit, 

Several post-houses ole (\;tablis'ICd' 011 the iSU>OlUS, 

which fortunately . nubie one to· t.mve,! wiU; ten~lic 
rapidity, The po,-t-master of the place, st.upefi ed by 

constant drunkenness, obstiutitcly refuseJ to assist us ; 

and when we remonstrated ellergetically with 111m UpUH 

his intemperance, he told us it was the duB awl 
tedious life he led wllich drove him to il., W~ .. 

could we say in am;WCf to so good a rcusoll? 'Ve 

endeavoure4, by pilticnce, to set this uufortunate mall 
" 

R good example. 

It was midnight when W0 landed on firlll ground a( 

Yenitchi, beyond the strait, whence we were to direct ow' 

COUl'se to';l'ards the east, skirtiug at some distance the 

co""t of the Sea of Azol!: Still the same ,Bnilless plain 

lay before us, the same tedious 'and flat. horizon vanisbing 

in the distance, ill the midst of W1,ich, how delightful 

a relief it was to chance upon • humau being! 

When the sun rises amid damp "pours, and gradually 

asoo~ ' Me; the plain, the deceptive phenomenon of 
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mirage freq!lently occurs, painting lakes, rivers and mea­

dows on- the refracting morning mists, transforming 

the smallest stem rising above the 'ground into am ... · 

jestic tree, converting 8. man into a tower, and a 

baggage waggon into a gigantic palac.. These illusions, 80 , 
inducive to dreamy meditation, occupied our attention in 

the mornings, .and at evening, in . the fiery clouds of the 

west, we pictured black 'rocks,' formidable peaks, and volea­

n,*, pouring forth torr;nts of lava. As to the mid-day, it . 
paS!led but heavily, in spite of constant movement, and the 

wide sl,sces we travelled over. At the stations alone we 

fora moment came in contact with living crea.tures. And 

/Oh9.t suffering did we not witness in these deserts, beneath 

tbpse huts, where disease exists in its worst forms , and 

medical assistance can never penetrate' These people, 

labouring under the most dreadful diseases, await without 

help, and what is worse than ..u, witilOut hope, the close 

'of sufferings of which they cannot even calculate tho ex-
. 

tont-miserable examples of human patience and resigna-

ation I One poor, old sick. man, for whom we expressed 

our compassion, ' said, with honest and unaffected humility, 

that peasants were 'not 'sent into the · world for their own 
·pleasure. 'And ceitalnlYr if·.ever 'spot on eart!rwere ei1cu-. . . ' 
latod 'to 'exercisethll 'virtue of patience, 'it is this. 

0iIr,i/i'rst day's.jowneydid not ·elapsewithoutan1ldi!en­

tUr.,." .,::At 0Iile'¢ thew.t. MlaY8;:we {OU.ild .th~~hi>lJMj.ij; 



CRiMEA.-TAGAN1l0G .-NOVO~TCHEHKASK. 34 '", 

the greatest confusion-all the inhaLit>lIlts, i~ a 'state of 

anguish and constenlation, running backwards and forwnrds 

like peol,le in the greatest distress. Our arrival was oagerly 

welcomed, and by every available voice at Ollt:e we were 

asked, if by any m.eans we could r;-enll to life a dying 

woman? ,This was a serious affair. 'Vhen introduced into 

the house, I was so(m' convilleed that th!=l dying WOlUM, 

who was the post.mistress,' posscs8t':Hi Ler vit.al energiet3 

to an eminent degret~, mid that if -she was,in any danger, 

it fU'ose from having taktm too cepions fl. dinner on the 

previous day. The poor wornall was, however, almost 

suffocating, and Hothing but a sudJcn inspirutioll could 

save her. Fortunately, I Will) 8truck with sudt a medica.\ 

inspiration. I had in my eu.rriage a prelJfU"ation of seidijt:.l 

powders, which I hau nlways found productive of excellent 

results. I ailininistercd a powerful dose to the sick woU:ll.n. 

You may easily cOllceive. my anxiety, ulthough I knew 

the remedy to be hormless. After wuiting a short time; 

however, it had tile desired efleet, and relieved her 

overloaded stomach. We stlU'\Cd again, overwhelmed with 

the blessings of the sick woman. No doctor of tht 

highest eminence could have done better. 

After . crossing the Tolomak, Ii littie nver whicb 

discharges ' itself into Lake Molotchnoie, we were nol 

1000g h¢qre we ·came to the territory · of Nogajsk. lr 

iJl8IIe .. large plains we beglill to observe some signs of 
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cultivation... We here wituCStwd with our OWll eyes: that 

destructlve phenomenon, thot Egyptian pl...,,,,,e, the 

locusts, .which we had heard of in ' Wallachio, without 

el'er having encountered it. Imagine all animated , 
cloud conswning everything hefore it; you might fancy, . ' 

Ii'om the noise they make in feeding, that it was a 

flock of famished goats, Everytliing is devoured as tlIC 

torrent sweeps al6ng;' herlms, 'lapwings, and all sorts 
. . ', of bIrds of prey fall·. upon them, but in vain; scarcely 

do they make the least impres'ion. 

Nogai.k is a capital; it is the metropolis of a foreign 

tribe- a tribe of nomadic houits, not yet thoroughly 

~onyerted to the life of cities; this is evident, even in 

the · structure of this new town, thatch and clay being 

the principal materials employed. Pull down the mosques, 

the b""a&t:s, and some few miserable shops in the 

mental style, and nothing' WGllld remain but a wretched 

village. The bistory of this town is b')lfficiently recent . 
t.o enable one to trace it without difficulty to its origiu. 

Towards the end of the tast century, at the time when 

the mighty .Empress Catherine conceived the .idea of 

peopling her new and vastpos.esai';ns .. in the ·south; 

a numerous horde of. Tatars, said 'ip be pure descendants 

ilfthe nwe wbic!> ',Tcbiughis,J:{ban drew .in-'his: tr8in, 

~tilld~ehin tlte steppee<i Astrli.k/tan. Goveirupe¢J ~ 
~' conceJSiiinsj attracfudthem towe.tds dM<cOlIllt?:~ 
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now. inhabit; 'but the frequent return of thoir yp.grant pro. 

pensities became 8. sonrGC of great uneasiness to· their 

neighbours. A Fre~ch eroigi-ant undertook to ci"ilize ·and 

instruct them in agricultural pursuits. This excellent 
• person, Count de Mpison, applied himself to the task with 

• 
so much zeal and pcrse,rerance, that. lie succeeded in tran~ -

forming these wflnd~rel~ over the steppe, into diflciplined 

colonists. He tnught thcm~ how "to ~ultivntc thp. enrth, 

which only requires labou;; Md when cultivated, it did not 

prove ungra.teful. Then hrose commerce, and with com­

merce a species of traffic which admirnbly i;uitecl the tra­

velling predilections of the Nogn:is_ Long carnvnns lell,ve 

every year after the l lftrvCSt., and convey thp. produce of. 

these plains as far as KaO. nnd Kertch. Scarcely o~n. 

you distinguish this long train of wnggolls in t.he nistal1cc, 

before the frightful jarring soun,l of their creaking wheels 

reaches you, wafted on t.he wind. These rude waggons, 

constructed entirely of wood, without a single particle 

of iron, are drawn by two powerful dromedaries of truly 

gigantic stature. The heavy load bearing upon axle· 

trees. rnrely greased with • species of bitumen, pro· 

dutes ..• frWtion , the noise of which is perfectly deafening. 

The good Nogals ro.th(r like this harmony ; and if you 

advise tbeJto grease their axle.trees, tlley answer, " why 

,;b\)u1<! · ..... ? ·>none hut thieves are .£raid to make a nois . ... 

M t..6id· the •• simple husbandmen, has Nogll1sk risen ; 
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nor, as I Qave already said, is its prosperity" as a town of 

a very flattering description: it has become simply a large 

inn for the convenience of &menian' or Kara(m traders, 

those dauntless merc}lants who are met with everywhere . 
• Its wort,by founder, the Count de ¥aison, had died a , . 

• hort time before our visit: we saw the dwelling he 

inhabited, and the little gardens be planted, without Db· 

taining many follo'wers; nevertheless, the good influences 

he has bequeathed M this peopl~' will hereafter bear their 

fruit. The Nogals are active mtd intelligent; pnssionnu-ly 

fond of " wandering life, they are true descendants of 

the invading race, which for several centuries overran 

.the whole of eastern Europe, sweeping everything before 

,t1~em . To find the means of reducing to habits of 

obedience, and securing the progress and well-being of 

this newly civilized tribe ; what a project was this to 

oonceive, yet it has been accomplished. 

We were now in the land of coloni .. , for several 

emigrant populations have brought their ' labour and 

industry into the neighbourhood of the Nogals. A 

colony of Memnonites, coming originally from .Prussia, 

inhabit" territory. bordering that .granted to the Noga!s; 

further . on, . and · ·nearer.<Marioupol, . cultivated lands, 

. houses. in good' ,order; and immense 9tM~80f " oonl, 
.in .the:midst ~rae8cias, pOlnt out the German settJenleDt,s. 

It .. i$: :a:. sin!tuklr .speetMle, to woeton t,lw -J"~8 
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these honest . Germans, with their fa,ir compl~xions, and 

slow, lumhering grut, and tite NOgH:iS with t.heir flat )'ellow 

faces, prominent cheek bones, and eyes slanting upwards 

at the outer corners. Hut even the progress of the 

Tatars cannot be rompared \\;tI, the truly' admirable . . 
results ,obtained by Gci'man colonis..t;on in tiles. regions : 

I do not only spe'lk of the large ftJ~ount of grain 

l)roduced ..... for this lanlt niust~s Itn otloJing to those who 

cultivate it-what. I m'eim "is , thnt. the presence . of ehc . 
Germans has transformod these deserts into a. count.ry 

where every requisite of life may now be fonnd; 

unfortunately there are ' not sufficient markets for their 
• 

rich produce j eonsisting of excellent milk, vegetables, 

fruits, cattle and fine wheat Hour. The colonists supplX 

evl!ry thing, and stock the cities with provisions, IUl 

example aile would wish to see followed by our peasants, 

who are generally too ijldifierent .s · to tl,eir material 

welfare. Meanwhile every year, the cultivation of the lanol 

is conducted on a more extensive scale I\Ild by superior 

means; the breed of cattle is improving, and tlle country 

gr~wing more populous and fertile. It cannot be too fre­

quently repeated, that the earth is productive only in propor­

tion as labour is bestowed UpOD it; let the land be better 

peopled, :Od it will become fertile; such is the law of 

D.f;tul:e. ._f,ook at the waste lands it> the finest countries of 

'd!a .. ~Jd ; they oxhaust themselves in the production of a 
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useless abulldance of vegetation, in which poisonous and 

noxious plants predominate; it is bee8.11Se there the band 

of man has planted notbing.· The earth reqmres to be 

watered by the sweat of man's brow. 

In the' midst of these vast steppes, which seem . . 
to invit.! those who' find it hard to live elsewhere, I 

reflected how nobly and wisely might this wide space be . . 

employed which new lies desol~te, this fertility which 

i8'/ost, these .riches. neglected' and shamefully wasted. 

How many nations, I exclaimed,· are there condemned to 

see the best Institutions become useless for want of 

adequate space. And should we not return thanks to 
• 

{lod for the large portion which He has hestowed upon 

.ll.qssia, enabling her, without confusion, to dass vl'ithin 

her confines all the elements of order nnil future 

prosperity 

What regions better fitted (or the efforts of modern 

bvilizatiQn? where could we find land more fertile, a 

soi]. better ptIlpared, or a more noble site for cities. 

Russia maintains Siberia as· England does New South 

Wales, .' as .. penal settl6)llent, where turbulen t Spirits , at 

'ope!! war with the laws of society can be .removed to, 

a ,-<listance; . but. it · temains for us, perhaps, to llnd a 

pEacticaLsolution to J,he penitentiary system, .rllconci).a.l>le 

withA.hejl$e1\dme!!.t· of "ulprita. ",. Colonies adap~it.g 

this ,philanthropie~!ld,seem to , me ,the;J>\ls~ 9al~~\io 
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solve the prDblpm, which lIAS so long occnpied the 

minds of philant.hropists l'Imlly deserving the ~ame. 

An admirable triai hltely ' made in HolI.lIu, pointed 

out to Europe the use which might be mltde of 
• • 

a well directed sy • .;;tem of flsst)ciation for ~ the cure of 
• • 

social evils. The experiment maM with pauperism, by 

General Van-den-Bustll, an cxcdlf'ut mnn, ofiers n. noble 

prccerlent: Assisw/I ·hy" thE! mos(. inb~gllificl1nt suhscrip­

tions, the Dutch gC'nerflJs cr~.fl.tive gooins' f(!Hnd cd IL mOflhl 

establishment, antI hy · \'tf'grees I1t1ll1CI'OUX poionies, in 

which poor pe.ople, V6.~'1.·fmts and orphans, "(\'cre enabled to 

~aill B livelihood hy thf'.ir work. AtHI )'f't, he it ohserveu, 

tfolland WitS obligell to pure.huse its own lallds, whcren..,\ 

:tussia, on the cOlltmr,Y, i~n.n cii s-pose of UI1 entire kingdoln. 

1 tlJOught how panpClism. mendicity 11ml nr.serted infancy 

might populate tlwse s()lit.IHIN~ with gl'ont. profit to 

society, to puhlic mornls, Ilnd tn t.hemseIws; and 

perhaps, said I, some at.tempt.s migllt. he made witlf 

advantage, for tho nmendmollt of t.hose culprits whose 

offences are too severely llunished hy transportation to 

a distance; but all these. dreams, which had beguiled 

the tediousness of the joumey, soon vanished before the 

present reality, and I again beheld the steppe, which my 

imagination. had for a moment peopled, 8S doser!. and 

as 'Waste, ~ ever) Soon we were in ·sight of Mru-ioupoJ. 

·,Marionpol 'po"""ss,", • commercial port., .specially 

VJlL . . f ': A .-to 



364 C'RLMEA.-TAGANROG.-NOVO-TCHERXASK,. 

remarkable, for the activity of its traffic. To this place, 

as al~ng the whole coast, grain is brought from the 

interior, and freighted in 'the Ge;lOese ships, which 

have not forgotten the way to these seas, where the 

Genoese flag <was formerly so powerfUl; The Italian ships 
, . 

bri.ng to Manoupol orticles manufactured at Chiavan, a 

small and very industrious town, llot for from the Apen­

ni.nes, celebrated for Its light chairs; and also diffuse 

tJtti evlvuial ,,:ares brought' to . Geno" from England. 

Returuing to the Gulf of GeltoR, they fill their stores 

with the grain from the east, which merchllnts come 

to their ports to purchase, 1l1Id which they are able to 

~ell at small profits, as their navigl1tion is the least 

~xl'ensive of any in the Mediterranean. It was seventy­

three hours from thc time we left Yalta to the tUne 

we entered Taganrog. The first associations awakened 

by this name, are those connected with the melancholy 

... vent which must ever unite the names of Taganrog 

and Alexander, that great Emperor, whose good faith 

and straightforward policy saved Europe, and perhaps 

the whole world, There -he died, and Russia needs 

not the l)ronze monument erected ' to his memOIY, to 

remm.d her of.her loss: , . - . . 

l'aganrog is ,well .p~t, ,and agreeably situated; . the 
ho~. JU:e " of ,stolie·, or brick, and ,their a.rchitec1u!'\. . , ... , . 

P~~lig, If i~. )Vero .n~e.<!ful ' to ,say ",0,.' -~ 4Y91U' ;;Qf 
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this town, I could add that it possesses a th~Rtre, ,whi<,11 

is frequently honoured by the presence of the most 

distinguished inhabitant, 01 Taganrog, Here we find 

the featnres of that same 
• 

habits as fi'equently as 
• 

French society changing it.g 

its fn.~hions , traced l)y the 

witty peh of M. Seribe, whose 'light eomedies lose 
• none of their smrutness hy translatioll ill A. foreign 

l~nguoge, This por.t ~we~! its founontion t.o Peter the · . . ... 
Great: even in the time of this 6'1'cat mall, tne 

decrea.se of the \ntte~s ' of the Rea of Azofi' hnd almndy 

be,en observed, and the site , ~hosen 1'01: Tngalll"og WfiS 

011 the slope of a promontory, wiIMe declivity seemed 

to promise t.llltt ~hjp!i would ruWI1.ys find safe nl1chomge 

there. At first, the I'.omrnerce' of the new port sprll~ 
• 

up under happy auspices j Imt it WA.S destined to meet 

with great obstacles. The Don, whidl rtlshes with ?I'eRt 

force into the depths of thii=l sea, cllrries into it the sands 

which are drifted by the southerly winos npon the const·; 

and the waters round Tngnllrog Rre now so shallow, that 

vessels are unladen by me!lr~s of Cllrts, driven far out to 

meet the large hoats, among which the cargoes are di· 

vided, As to t.he ships, they canllot approach within a 

league of the land; the greotest d~pth of this sea, which 

i. daily being reduced to the proportions of a lake, does 

Dot 'exceed twelve or fifteen fathoms, the average' being 

ItbOlit'two fathomS. These, trilly, are great disadvarit8ge~ . 

• A 2 
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At the bqginning of this century, this port was visited 

by n sufficient number of ships to induce goveTIlment to 

second the measures which' were being tnken for its 
improvement. Taganrog was now provided with a 

• 
lazaretto, dispensing ships bound tp its port from a 

• • 
stay of seven days', Ivhieh they were before obliged to 

make at the s~ra.it.' of Kerteh. 'As soon as the traffic 

increased, nnd the' mantime" establishment of Tnganrog 

th~eat.ened to be in~ufficient to' 'meet its exigencies, a 

r.ustom-lJOuse and lazaretto wer~' established on a large 

scale at Kertcli. This occasioned nn immediate division 

of the trafiie, and Taganrog saw fewer ships enter its 

\Iarbour, for 110 suspected merchA.ndise now came direct 

11> • its port. The quarantine of Kerteh allowed free 

passage for Taganrog to none but such cargoes as baJ. 
heen recognised to be free from suspicion. These alone 

came to the waters of the sea of Azoff to undergo 

file required purgation. 

Such was the state of things when, in 1833, 11 

measure was adopted which was most disastrous to 

T"ganrog. Kerteh was declared the only quarantine 

port. - All s~ips visiting these shores were therefore now 

ohliged to allchor under the walls of its lazaretto, and 
".. -. . ... . . . r 

remain there eight-and-twenty days at leaSt, -and Some-

tlnIes ' .even -thirty-two. From this time, the ""-"Of 
Aiotr *~ illosed wall -ships, ' except mereCo&steil.. 
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Kerteh thus. boeame, in fMt, the del',;t and port of 
. . . 

this sea, as well as of the northern port of the 'B!Mk 

Sea. The produce of the colonies, of the northern 

coast, and even of the Don, came .up in caravans along 

the narrow promontory of Arabat, to the' only privileged 
• 

port. Hence is it, that the little 4rwn we were walking 

through appewed deserted, and that in the cOllversatious 

we had with several <>f ,he mercbantS, we observed 

their great depression: 'flw olliY thing whieh 1101W. 

sustains the reduced. .aomroerce of Trrganrog,. is the 

transport of ammu·n ition and military. stores to the 

Cauca..'ms; Il considerable nwnber of vessels employed 

ill this special service plough the shallow waters of this 

sea, which is gradually dwiudling away . 

. My impatience wns great, and I was most anxious to 

reach the territory of tbe Cossacks of the Don; where 

I was to meet the members of my expedition occupied . . 
in mineralogical investigations, which they had ah'ead::J 

commenced on " lmge scale. I first rell into their 

track at T"ganrog, and I eagerly followed it. I took 

the road to Rostoff without delay, for my time was 

limited; and after paying a short visit to our skilful 

engineers, . I was to return as speedily as possible to 

O~e~Bai. to be present at the military spectMles which 

,l\'e~fre1?,!"ng , ~t ,Yosnessensk with so much ~plendour 

8B to Bttrwit ~l;te. :"ttention of all Europe. The Emperor 
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had deoonnined to review the colonies of .cavalry;' the . , 
me.:adws of Vosnessensk, on the banks of the Boug, 

had been chosen for this impMing meeting of troops, and 

on all sides preparations were going on for this great 

event. But let ns return to Rostoff, or rather the road 
• 

to it,- which is everyw.here interS}ld'rsed with 'tumuli. 

This immense exoont of country, deprived of all forest 

vegetation, is cO'1lered. wiu. those conical mounds, 

w",eh arc here ".Ile~ khour~ha1" . Nowhere are these 

khow·gho.us found 80 plentiful, ,and in such close COll­

tiguity, as in. the plains of KeTtell, amI the ancient 

kingdom of Pontus ; but great numbers are .Iso found 

from ti,e borders of t.he Vall to tlJOse of tile Pruth, 
• 
where they frequently, soom ranged at regular inooi"vals, 
" . us though by design, Mter leaving Mariollpol, I began 

frelJuelltly to meet with these curious elevations; they 

are 'generally from five.and.tw~nty to thirty feet high, 

lnd evidently raised by ttle hand of man, The earth of 

which they are composeJ has been dug from round tlle 

base "f the hillock, for ,at the foot of most of them a 

depres,sion is remar-ked, · which in other cases seems . to 

have been filled up. Afoor a greBt many researohes, it 

was ascert&ined that ,~everaJ "of these khourghans c6n. 

tained the remain. ,of,, 't.hedead; but we must not from 
this , conclude ,that all, have been USed (01': thiS! pu.p.,8ei 

. '. ' ..' " 
Some !,,,,uthora, struok Jiluj "my,self. / by', thiiF '>ibvearance., 



of an 8tl'angement iu right liues, generally o~;in 

!,he , large spaces .where tbe ~teppe is ,fiat and ;w~~ut 
~dullltions, have ·bebeld bere a stxatagetic contrivance, 

conceiving them to have been land marks by which tbe 

hordes of barbariaHs, who have so frequently crossed 

!,he stepp~, ,took theip levels, and: struck their line of 

march. This opinion /Ilia not contrary- to common sense, 

nor opposed to the sOl1lewQat. oQscurjl traditions relative 

to these aneient monumeAts. It is Dot unreasomlille 
• . 

to suppose that these .!ohow·ghans were' raised at every 

encampment of. any cousiderable horde.. They might 

serve as a 8helter against the violence of the winds, 

and to protect the tent of the cbief, or to station 

vedettes, or what not; even to serve as a, tribune fo~ 
the rude harangues of the barbarians, or 'altars on whlerl 

their priests offered a sacrifice. If a considerable .army 

advanced together, it is ~ery natural to imagi"e that they 

lIligbt raise khourghalls in such a manner as to rende.r 

it . easy for them to correspond by means of signals, er 

)Yo.tch ,jir~.s; and . in case of a battle, or 'a natural death, . 

tl,le fIlortal. remains were deposited in the kbourghans, 

WhiCh, WIl,S . left as animperi~h.ble monume"t, ,to ,which 

swn~ .~;was given; and tlma this plam, • desert to 

llL':lliighkto, these •. men, o{another age, have ,.b~n 
, ;-t··,,. i , 

P\\Oot"d:,witJi memDriai • • 

"!~~tfc\.)".h.ic~ distIDguishes .. thetumU1i •. weuoet 
"itlt;~'l'iis8mg Taganr<)g, on. the banks of the Diln, 
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an"i of th ancient, i that ea h t~mulu 1 sur­

mount d oy a kind of ost, rudely carved into th' 

ha of a phinx' he d, ~d made of a very hard 

p ci s of granite, not t b found in the e part . 

toff i w h d by the on b £ r th water of this 

riv r ar divided, ,d di tribut Ci among the chann I : 

whid1 £ I'm it l1l0uth. Th 1'e if uffi ient a tivity in 

tbi mall port' to ~ xci~ att9ntiQn for a moment. We 

l w r n t far fum it, when grand d putation, con-
< 

. i ting of four ' menian, mounted on apital hor e , .. 
(c to invit ,m to visit akitche an, ~ c lony ntir ly 

ed of eopl f their n tion. I wa the I s 

refu e thi ourteou invitation, m cons -

~u nc akitchevan being ~recis 1y on the road I 

{u p ed taking: my vi it wa short, and very inter sti g. 

alcit h van i a urious town, from it 

co m r inl act: t i 

tb b nk of he on, below taro and 
t\ 

Lh old and h n w a ital f the Co 

11 V 1, and 

ituated on 

n. Th int lligent and omm rial ' population of this 

Lewn would c r inly de rv an ' at ntive study. Less 

favour d than ostoff, as r gards its g graphi al it­

u ti il, akit h vau, i uperior to it from th com­

m r ·ial emu f it inhabitant. From th r mot t 

part f th' , almo t unkn n ountry, th y k P up a 

u -taut in r oux with th ir fellow countrymen at 

I Lrukhall aL L >il zig and in A itt Minor. Situat d 
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as .they are, in· the centre of this immense tnangle 

embracing their common interests, the cleve/ Armenians 
. / . 

have secured to themselv".. almost. the whole trade of 

the ·basin of the .. pon. The- numerous bazaars of , ~ 

Nakitchevan oonstitllte it the "~mporium, 'whj!;h at times 

inundates with its merchandise lill the 'markets . in 
\ ) . " . , -

. . , > • 

the country. These a~ve merchants have not neglected 

to monopolise the plOdu$,e of, th~ 'Vibe)'ards of the 

Don, which they ex!""'t· to all the southern. part.s.of , 
Russia, under favour qf. a delusive label~ whlch converts 

the somewhat rough wincs of this soil into Chateau 

Lafitte and Haut Sauterne. Beautiful silks, and quan. 

tities . of Eastern commodities, especially Persian, stock 

the numerous """ehouses of.. this small town i .. Ilie 
stt'eets .are clean, perfectly straight, and the houses' ~l 
good order. We were received at the house of the , 

chief person in the tow.n, the golowa-a word meaning . . 
head, ,which seems to be' the almost universal, symb~1 

of authority. .Here we were treated with the utmost ., '. 
kindn~ss; but the ~xtreme bashfulness of the ladies ., . 
sc8(cely ' 'gave us an opportunity of catching a glimpse 

I " , 

,of .;the; 'ele~ant coronet ?f braided hair worn by them, 

a# the ,taStefuj design of their .silk dre~'es; Shortly 

:e,j~ ~\>avmg quitted this hospitable town; we made our 

;;P~ A~~ . tha, capiW . of the COSBMks, the great 

~~~~~ask. 
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From a distance the houses .of this towu, which covers • 
a small hill, ad'l'ancing like a promontory on the plains, 

remind one of a large. flook of ~heep grazing here and there 

over a large. space. Novo.TcherkY, whose name indio 

cates a recent construction, has takeG ,the place of Staro· 

Tcherkask, the olei tuwn. At first the old town was the 

capital, but it had been built on an ill chosen spot. 

In time, getting -.;eary, of tile too frequent inundatiQns 

~ which the town wa~ expo,sJ, tbey resolved to establish 

it on a site out of the reach Qf. all inundations.. The 

new capital re"l'ed its head upon a kind of promontory, 

whose steep sides presented equal disadvantages perhaps, 

but · of another na.ture. Novo-Tcherkask, however, soon 

f)eearne a very large towu; but its imm~sely wide streets, 

it. ' ·arid soil covered wit» dust, which olmost blinds tile 

wayfarer, and its small dazzling white houses,. all combine 

to make it appear, at first sight, a tolorably insup. . . 
I'ortable .1'1800 of abode. The. Attaman VJ.assoff compeD. 

sated bythecordiolity of his reception for the disc~mforts 

of .his residence. This .old and 'respectable officer· ,<jis • . 
play~d ,.the ,most , frank &l,\d 4eartykindness towards us. 

WIl .had ""'!i'ce!y pa:rtaken,'of a r~past hastily pre~ 
for ,l)S at .. Q~lferal; ~.rdaiefl" s, a .~~ .. oflicer ;~mploy.e4 

. , " . 7 ' . ' , , '. 

b.y;., e:ooeptioll .. in ·.t:lJe snee ,of.' the ,'. Cossack'., . Of.' Il~< " , ',,' . . ,. . ' . " < __ ': ," ~.i;' ." . 

of.,tbll.,Stafl; ,l>ef~re , .e . ",ere: off . 8lillin; ' l'Ollinll,~~, -,. ~" 

~oa.l. ,fl>. ~x:.m.ii.skitilL 
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Kamenskaip. is situawd at a considerable distance 

from Novo-Tcherkask, on the high road' from- · this 

capital .to Voronege, and 0" the banks of the Donetz. 

I scorcely allowed m.,lf time to stop here, but haswned 

on towards the liUIll valley of Kamenkfi, where I was. 
. . 

t<> lind those persons'l had come,'so far and through 

such dreadful roads to oSeek. I found effectually in those 

solitudes, works comroen<;jld hf tl1e }'rcnch borers, 

to whom I had RssociOCtid ~ certain· number of work""n 
• • 

from our Siberian mine~ t to tnke part in tltese operations, . 

ltnd import the useful art of boring into .our mountains. 

As to ~f. le Play ~ whom I was pllr~uing for the last two 

days with indefatigable perseverance, he had just gone to 

" Lougane, where he wu,s expected by General Count 

Slt\nt-~degonde, serving in the corps of the imperi~ 
mines,j- u determined will, and the interest he took in 

the scientific and indu~trial questions til en in 'agi­

tation ill this rcmow corner of the globe, had led thi 

general to these parts. The zeal we all felt, overcame 

fatigue; rost was to be found at Lougaue, and we were 

almost there; for the la.st time I gave the signal to 

depart. But there . was now no longer any regular 

rosdtraeed across the plain, and w add to" our· troubles,' 
. . -
deep · ravines inwrsecwd the swppe, and obstrucwd 'Our 

di~t! course. ' ' At the very mOJllent I was indulging 

iii '!lhe\ope of soon. reaching, without aceident; the'long-
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wished for termination of my journey, th~ horses and 

carriage were carried away by a steep descent, and we were 

precipitated suddenly on the ,banks of. tbe Donetz, whem 

we remained imbedded ill thick _ck mud; but even 

in this abyss our good luck did nol ,desert us. Having 

coIlle out safe frOIl!. the half-buried" carriage, I threw 

myself ,into a tclegue, which happened to be near at 

hand, and alone f9T twelve !lOUrS, in spite of a dozen 

sl)ocks sullicient to . unhorse' the. most hardy Cossack, 
. .. 

1 an-ived at Lougane at ten . ~'clock at nigllt, when 

1 w"" least ~xpected. It required ten hours work, 

however, before my carriage could be got out uf the mire 

in which it was buried. 

• I found myself now, at last, ill the midst of this 

o\lier section of my companions in fatigue, whu, kss 

fortu~ate than their comrades of the Crimea; were 

working in dull regions, and ill a burning climate, th~ 

~ffects of which nothing could mitigate. Yet great 

labours had already been· accomplished; a minute geo­

logica! investigation of the "oil had been carried out in 

the basin of t.he Don and on the banks of the Donetz; 

not a single valley of any importsnce, not a Bingle 
. , . . 

ray;ne had ~e.ped the indefatigable researches. of our 
. ., .. ' ' - ~ . 

enthusiaetic en~!1eers, and the cOnclusion . of. lJ,lese 

~nsci~ntious eJBmiIlJlti0lls had been, the .opening of. t!.~ 
'I, . :-"i~, " 'J' . ';' -, ,-~ . , . " , • • , . ' ~_ • • ,"" ",i J f" 

Qorjng.! 1 had seen .on my road, and~me othel'" :wllWh 
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were to co-op'erllte in the system of' research. concerted 
. . 

between us. I only remained two days in Longane, 

to make arrangemc~ts for &ur future plans and futther 

operations; . this don" I proposed returning to Odessa 
• by the most direct; road. 

" " 
At Lougane, where I made the ·longest ~tay during 

this rapid .excursion, there is an imperial foundry , estab­

lished to furnish the (ortresses "i" rtlC south, and the .. . . 
fleet of the TIlllCk Sea, wit.h projoctiles,. cannons, •. rltl. 

other articles in cast.irot]", required hy, t.he establishments 

of the war department and tbe navy , in this part of 

Europe. 

From the na.ture of the ores, and th e · chnmcter of 

the · comhustilJIe minerals extracted in this country, . i~ 

ha; not been possible, · as yet, to fn,bricate cast· iron on 

the spot; and all that is necessary to the working of 

the foundry has till now .heen brought from Siberia. 

The imperiol fonndry, however, is established on u; 

scale worthy of the importal;t office it will have t<l . . 
perform: a numerous staff, composed of officers from 

the mining corps, presides over the works of tho establish. 

ment. Lougane had long be~n the hea~.quarwrs of 

M. Ie Play: and the persons h. "had to direct. The 

flJlllldry ' also, which had not been forgotten, in the 

r~;;"min.endations of which my expedition was the object, 

"lifiili:"iis ~ crinsiderable number of workmen, to assist in our 
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opera.tions,. 'l1le persons who were already at work on 

the ground, in connection with the subject which ocoupied 

me, had met· with the kindest rec'eption at Lougane, 

for which they were truly gmtefnl; and I saw, with 

pleasure, that friendships had beell:' fonned between my , • 
foreign exp~lol'ers and the offieers residing at Lougane. 

Fully satisfied with all I had seen, I left this . little town 
, . . 

on the evening of the S-20tlf of August. 

II If I were ~nly tfl give my ~wn observations relative 

to the country of the Coosaeks of the DOll, which 1 

had just crosMd with such ineredillie ra.pidity, these 

details-as indistiud n..~ the whirl whir.h seemed to pnss 

,before my eyes during this bewildering journey-would 

~ertainly be of little value, But I lIlay at least '{live 

the subsroncc of lIly conver~ations, both with the excellent 

Attaro." Vlas.oft', and with my kind and faithful cicerone, 

CoUnt Galateri, who, tired to .death as he was with the 

journey ,stili proved himself an attentive and useful 

guide. 

The country inhabited by the Cossacks of the Don is 

a v .... t plain, through which that river flows from its 

leaving the ;rovinoo of , Voronege to its emptying itself 

into the sea "fAzoff: • It inCludes also the . mountainous 

district stretching ·from ,the borders of the : Doneiz ::W 

!ritilin ' the circle ,of the province "of . EkaterinoslaK: 

Although ,sqbjeot .tothe dominion of; :R1lBSia; thili' <{;itpu. 
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lation of Cossacks is govemed by ' laws and customs 
• 

peculiar to themselves. It appoints its own chiefs: who 

are called attamans', and cHooses its civil functionaries. 

The only office to which the Emperor appoints, is the 

chief attaman, and \ilis l,e has conferred ~n the heir to 
the throne, in Qrder to ~eonsolidate , liy the ties of honour 

'and affection, the incdrporation of the Cossacks with 
• 

the great Russian famil/ 'i'he 0rritory of the Cossacks 

is fertile, but badly cultivated. '1'4. soil , consisting 8( . 
plains on a Rornewhat. higll level, is intersected by deep 

. ravines , through whicl.l the rivers flow: Agriculture, 

fishing, and the breeding of cattle, are the principal 

occupations of its inhabitants. Nevertheless, in the midst • 
of 80 wany conditions of wealth, these people remain po?r • 

• 
in spite of the most precious gifts of nature, which a 

small amount of industry would suffice to render fruitful. 

The Cossacks have but (lne ruling passion, and thai i. 

the love of brandy. A soldier at fifteen, he wears th'" 

uniform till he is fifty, ready' to . obey every order-to 

start ·on service, perform escort duty, or carry dis­

patches. Few towns, but a great number of villages, 

are scattered over the wide plain inhabited by these people, 
• 

Every village is called by the gen~ric term of ,!anitza, 

w:ithput p~.judice to any other distinctive appellat'on. In 

...,h . of . the .. villages there is ... public establishment, 

in ~"';l1ichAll • . &ttaman devotes a certain number of hours 
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in the day' to the affairs of the commune .. The country 

is dotted over, besides, with klwlI.tor .• or hamlets: these 

are cOlllposed of country seats, with their appended farm­

buildings. The Cossacks are serupulous in the practice . . 
of their religious; duties; and thelr~ superstitious iden,~ . .' 
lead them to treat all who profess another worship than 

their own as unclean lwretics. Thus, in tJleir commu· 

nications wiill our'" wotJ(me~ mnploycll in Doring, every-
. i ' . 

thing that had. been..tou ehed hy ' the infldds was passed 

. through the fir~ . The ignorance of these people is "ery 

great; ntHl it 'will be long erc any civilising influence 

cnn be brought to hear upon them. Poorly housed , ill 

.r-Iad, and eaten up with the most repul.!:iive 'uncleanliness , 

thr people of the most numerous clA..S~ n.re A.1tcred in , 
nothing from tho Cossack of fifty years ago. The.e 

peasant. Roldiers nre careful hut of one . point, llftmely­

the cleaJlline~R and order of . their uniforms. This is 

,'igorously enforced: they bruRh their clothe, every day, 

but they never think of wu.hing their hnds. 

On the 20th, Odessa was within 863 versts ' of""s, 

and we resumed ·our IIl:Rrch quit.e refreshed by ow; forty' 

eight hours' reBt.. The road, more diversified than at • 
Bahkmont, presented' several objects of interest. On all 

sides, we beheld those sph~es of granite,si>;i>lenJ#ll~ 
, .. /".1 , 

scattered oyer the steppe, at the foot . of .th« khQu~8: 

.Ei<aterinoslstLBoon received. us; it is seen in , th~- distlullla, 
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stretching along the banks of tbe Dnieper, in a ",uccession . 
of pretty houses and gardens. .This town , built, as its 

name indicates, in honour o~ the great Empress, is now 

t.he capital of' a province subordinate to the govemor~ 

generalship vf New ftussia. . Passing thr~ugh it at a , 
gllllop, as we did, ' .but iittle movement was obscrved 

among its inhabitanL.. 'We next reached Nikopol, and . . 
thence followed the eour~o jf th~ DIlieper as lar us 

Berislaff, still· d,i viug t£"ough " "'Iaiu houndcd by 

Humerous tumuli, tLnu c:drihiting at int.e n'ttls the fertile 

results of fLll intelligent husbrmdry. 

Of llel'i ::;laO' atal Khel'SOll, 1 shall have oecasion to speak 

horclltt.er, when 1 shull be f\ble. to describe t.hem Itt leisure. 

I passed rapidly through them, and soon found myscl ' 

in th'e broad and huudsome strcets of Nicolaielf, con­

t.lIining the first dockyard established upon these shores . . 
Nicolaieff, less richly endowed by nature than the admit·-

able harbour of Sevastopol, offers, nevertheless, a good 

roadstead, and possesses a spacious' arsenal. After ferrying 

acr~~~nieper, which is so wide that the passage 

~!1l!.fH · more £h!tn half an hour, we proceeded in the 

. .ijl:ection of adossa, where I arrived' at nigh~, on . the 

tf' of Aug.~ after an abs~nce of a fortnight, during 

~Ii£t\lt~¥lrav"lled about 2,000 versts. 
I 1!iid" aecompiished my visit, and ,.twned to Odessa 

exactly at ' the time 1- had prescribed to myself. I h&<l 
vor .. · 1. fill 
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now to prepare ful' a journey to Vosnes6eJlsk, a short 

·-but magnificent excursion. Such is Jl. traveller's existenc(d 

a strang<! mixtuxe of emotion, enjoyment and hardship; 

to-day cncftu~pp,d on the ban'en steriw-to-morrow ex-. 

tended on ft soft :oueh, within tJl(( walls Q4:' a palace. 

In . t.he mco.ntimc, fl, portion • of my companions wer~ 

exploring the. Crimea, find studying, by short stages Ilt 

a tillie, tile !:3urfa.cc of ''tlmt ; uncicnt peninsula, every town 
{ ., . 
of which bcn.l'!' n llr..me lhrice cOllsce.ratcu-by mythology, 

history, and motlern COlHluCSt.' The narrative. of their 

yoyngc of obsCl'vat.ion will fill the sU(:t;eeding chapter. 

END OF VOL .. I 


