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CHAPTER L .

YALTA.—BAGHTCHEH-SARAT.

Berore quitting Yalta to begin
our daily investigations upon the

soil of the Taurida, we had to

* preliminaries.  This occupied two

days; nor were these two days lost

as regarded the researches of our

naturalists, or the achievements of our painter. Our

pictmresque campaign conld not have opened under more

- favourable auspices. Count Woronzoff was kind enough.
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4 YALTA —BAGHTCHEH-SARAL.

a number of elegant peaks rise 'boldiy in the air, like
the spires of a gothic cathedral. The air was calm,
the silence profound, and the solitufie unbroken

On retracing our steps, we visited a ‘,urge Tatar
village, sloping beneath the shade of its walnut trees
down to the edge of the torrent. In the geographical
nomenclature of the east, which delights to designate
places according to the picturesque characteristic of their
aspect or position. this place is called Déré-Koui: the
first of these words signifies a valley, and Koui is the
term applied to a village. The dwellings of the Tatar
peasants are erected by preference on a slope, in such a
manner that th® houses may be built in the form of an
anfShitheate, with their backs to the rising ground.
Three walls, 6f no great height, form the sides of these
humble dwellings, the fourth being cut mto the hill itself;
several beams supporting a covering of turf laid upon
bundles, are solidly established upon these walls, and
& terrace is thus formed, which the Tatars have found
the means of rendering quite impervious to the wet. On
this terrace, which 1s kept as clean as the floors in our
houses, the Tatar peasant lays out his fruit and his
seeds to dry:; here he breathes the cool &vening air, and
chats with his friends and neighboursef From this poss
of commsnd, the Tatar can see what is going en arownd,
when his faithful dogs rush barking at the siranger.
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This terrace constitutes, i fact, the eutire house.
Among all t.hfs-}é’ plaforms, there is ome in particular,
that of the ¢inbachi, the municipal chief of the locality,
which is the public place, the forum, where the news
is exchanged, and the affairs of the village are discussed ;
here, too, the stranger is received during the preparations
for that eager hospitulity, which is a sort of religion
with this people,

Déré-Koui, 1ts lower extremity, 1s shaded by the
thick fohinge of a torest of large wulnut trees. The public
fountain, hidden beneath this gloomy canopy, was sur-
rounded by groups of women, whom our appearpuce put
to flight. Running thus through the shude,‘:uuvelol;ﬂi
in their wlite vels, they suggested the notion” of
blessed spirits in Elysium. Everything helped to carry
out the Virgihan comparison; the coolness, the silence,
the murmur of the waters, and the light steps of ~the
fugitives. 1f you meet them in some narrow pathway,
they suddenly turn back on their steps rather than meect
the gaze of an infidel ; or if.they are tranquillized by the
distance which separates you, they content themselves
with obstinately furning their backs towards you; even
the children, a curious race, seem to participate in this
horror of strangers. We were, however, followed by
several pretty little boys, with lively faces, prudently
keeping at a distance, and ready to make their escape at
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the shghtest alarm. They took especial delight in seeing
us shoot doves, with which the thskly®foliaged trees of
Déré-Kowm abound. These Tatar childre) are pretty,
nimble, and well-proportioned ; they are clad in a narrow
sack ; and their headd are covered with a red.bonnet,
from beneath which falls an abundant crop of hair
artistically plaited by the maternal hand; when the clild
is grown up, the red bonnet 15 succeeded by the black
sheep-skin cap, commonly worn by these people.  Unfor-
tunately, when the cap is drawn well over the forehead,
the ears are left outside, and this 1y why they arc always
sven to.stick out so far from the head. The qualities
n*l the fu]]:grown man correspond with the promise of lis
childhood ; 1 1s gracefully made, quick, and courageous;
with a brilhant eye, an aqulmme nose, and ntelhgence
beamng m cvery feature. He is naturally idle—idleness
s to him an exqusite pleasure; but, nevertheless, when
it is retjuired, he can endure the greatest hardship and
fatigue.

The language spoken by" these men is the Tatar,
but they speak it with so hoarse and veiled an accent,
that it 18" with difficulty they can be *understood, even’
by those acquainted with it. This guttural pronun-
ciation anses, no doubt, from their habit of calling
out to each other in the open air from the top of their
terraces. The tillage 1n Dére-Koui, as in the rest of
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the valley of Yalta, 15 conducted by the Tatars with
great mtelhgence, amd we have already mentioned how
the skilful Kmbut'mn of water contributes to increase
the general fertihty of the land.

We received at Aloupka, on®the 15th, a plan for
our expedition, embracing every spot m the Taunda
worthy the attention of the mqdiver. The first portion
of our 10ute formed a ciremt on the map of the Crimea,
the pumerpal pomts of which were Baghtcheli-Sara,
the aty of the Khans, and Sevastopol, the gieat naval
arsenal, talking m the wllof; ancient Chersonese, so
replete with historcal and poetical memoniads. We started
upon this mteresting pilgrimage, provided with all thet
could make the journcy agreeable and mstructive, and
the letters kindly fuimished us by the governor-general,
cusured us a favourable reception everywhere A firman
m the Russian and Tatar languages, made us sccure as o
obtamng means of conveyance and the requisite number
of horses. Our gwmde, sent us by, Count Woronzoff,
soon became our friend; his name was Michael Barba-
Chnsti, and he was a subaltern-officer, m the company of
arngouts, of Yalta.

The Greek troops, who are called arnaouts, consist of
one battahon, whose special duty 1s to guard the
coast of Crimea. The head-qua}i.ers are in the httle
port of Balaklava, and the troops are stationed out at the
varjous pomnts of the coast where ther presence is
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deemed necessary. The origin of these arnaoutd dates
from the war between Russia and #hc ©Ottoman empire,
in 1Y69. A naval force, composed enﬁﬁ of Greeks
from the Archipelago, powerfully contributed at that
time to the success of the Russian wms; at the termi-
nation of the campaign, the remnant of this valiant
squadron were received on the Russian territory, and
formed into a regment, wlich bub&;Equently rendered
repeatod und sgual services agumgt the surrections
of the Tatars. At a later period, this military corps
received, together with the name of Greek battalion
of Balaklava, a grant of land; they thus- formed a com-
p militg,ry colony, the members of which, called out
at intervals te serve, devote themselves during two-thirds
of the year to the peaccful cultivation of thewr posses-
sions. It is difficult to account for the surname of
arnsouts, applied to these Greeks. Perhaps, should we
look for the onigin of this designation in the Greek words
arnos, a sheep, or arnaki, a ewe, which would lead to the
supposition that this small tribe, now settled upon the
rocks of Balaklava, is descended from a people of
shepherds.® But to proceed: our worthy guide, Michael
Barba-Christi, was no sooner in possession of the order
from Aloupka, than he zealously busied himself con-
cerning the mesns of conveyanoe which we should require
to reach Baghteheh-Saray.

On the 16th, before six in the morning, we were all
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on horseback, and our joyous troop was ascending the
valley of Yalta, Mlloming in single file the pathway along
the bank of the little river. Nine mounted men, and
five Tatars on foot, composed our tolerably picturesque
cavalcade; for our costumes had *undergone a consider-
able change since the day when our uniforms attracted
the attention of the passengers®on board the Danube
steamer. We had already yielded to Tatar influence,
and our persons and garments exhibited a decidedly
oriental character. We were ourselves struck with the
strange appearance presented by our party, as they stood
out in relief against the first declivitieseof thg Yaila.
The horses which we rode were of low stature &nd slight
appearance ; but we soon learned to esteem their excellent
qualities. Indefatigable, and never discouraged, the least
repose, and the most meagre pasturage sufficed to restore
their strength; they are as sure of foot on the most
rugged paths, and on the edge of precipices, as on the
brogdest and most level road. Sloy and cautious in
descending a steep, they clamber up hill at a gallop.
The saddle used by the Tatars consists of a light but
‘Bard wooden frame, covered with a thick leathér cushion;
the rider, thus raised aloft, and resting on very short
stitrups, is so elevated above his steed that he cannot
press- his flanks. The Tatars, acoustomed  to this
strange mode of riding, have a very firm seat; bui a
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person unaccustomed to it, requires a certain amount of
practice before he feels entirely at hms ease. In this
fashion we wended our way, each flanked with hus baggage;
one with his artist’s sketch-book and havresack, another
with the more formudable hammers of the geologist, and
some with herbals, fowlmg-pieces, and the gauze pockets
fatal to the butterfly. On our pack-horses were heaped up
provisions, fishing-nets, cloaks, cooking and camp uten-
sils, kegs of spints of wime, aud the hght portmanteaus
containing our town habihiments. Such was our gro:
tesque procession, as 1t left the neyghbourhood of Yalta.
We were soon slowly ascending large round hills,
ajong the“sides of which the path slants at a gentle
inclmation ; efor 1t would be mmpossible to attempt a
direct path over these gigantic cones. It was wonderful
to see our little horses clambering over the loose roling
stones, the clatter of which still echoed through the
valleys, even after the cavalcade had reached the summt.
In a more clevated region, we met with a fine growth of
pmes, as elegant as those of Italy: they flourish mar-
vellously in the immense ravines of the Yala, but on
the higheét peaks they become stunted and irregular.
This fine tree, the pinus taurica, 18 the natural dispenser
of shede m these countries; 1t protects beneath its
gloomy foliage the inferior hills of the chain of Crimea.
After helting on a plateau carpeted with moss, beneath
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the shade of these splendid pines, we began once more
to climb the heights.

You first ascend, in a slanting direction, the steep
sides of an immense conical mountain, thickly covered
with wood, following a path whicht seems to have been
torn open by the lightning; you proceed along the
edge of a precipice, which wind§ now to the right and
now to the left, and sometimes you dave to cross the
ravine on the trunks of trees. As you ascend further,
the prospect stretches out in the distance, while the
vaulted'f;ﬂiage of the old pines grows thicker. When
you have thus climbed the sides of thise cone,, clothed
with such a vigorous vegetation, you find a naked platesg,
whence, by an easy slope, you reach the summit T)f
the mountain ; and having attained this elevation, which
1s not less than nine hundred metres, you perceive, to
your great delight, the sweetest little stream of mur-
muring water that ever quenched a traveller's thirst.

At the topmost crown of the ,Yaila, at a place
called Stille Bogas, we enjoyed the most magnificent
panorama in the Crimea. The picture is bounded to
‘the south by the* sea, and this blue horizon blends with
the transparent tints of the atmosphere. At the furthest
extremity of a magnificent sheet of verdure appeared
Yalta, with its azure bay, and its ships sparkling in the
midst of the waters. To the north and to the west
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the scene bears a different aspect, and the eye gazes
upon & succession of little mounfains} reminding one
of the montes exultaverunt sicut arietes, until’ it rests on
the Tcha-dir-Dagh, the giant of the Tauric Alps.

Descending the reterse slope of Stille-Bogas, the
foliage appears less thick; the trees, less straight in
their growth, bend beneath the northern blast; and it
18 not until we come to the deep ravines, that we find
once more the warn tints and fich tones in the land-
scape, coloured by the light of the setting sun. ft was
not without extreme fatigue that we reached a large
village, situated at the bottom of a valley, accessible
h}{ paths which only goats, or the horses of the Tatars
can follow. *Several times, when we came to frightful
declivities, our intrepid steeds allowed themselves to
shide down on their four feet. It will be easily 1imagined,
therefore, that the village of Bouyouck Ouzen-Batch was
hailed with delight by our weary troop. Hospitality was
offered us; and while coffee was being prepared, our
attentive guide, the brave Michael, set about procuring
us fresh horses, in lien of the over-weary steeds which
hed brought us.

To & spring in the neighbourhood, Ouzen-Bateh owes
its name ; Batch signifying head, and Ouzen a rivulet.
As two villages in this canton derived their names from'
the same circumstance, the Tatars have distinguished
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shem by the terms, little (Koutchouk), and great (Bouyouk);
it was in the la#er,«Ouzen-Batch, that we changed our
horses. The room m wlich we were received was fitted
with remarkable taste ; the walls and ceiling were lined
with wood, divided mto panels skilfully finished. The
ground was covered with a carpet of bnlhant colours,
and along three sides of the Wall was a broad and
very low couch; a small clhimney, m the form of a
niche, hollowed out in the wall at about three fcet
from the ground, contamned the remnants of a fire. It
must be confessed that this hospitable abode was sumply
a coffec-house for the reception of the 1dle; buf which,
at this hour of the day, usually devoted to .slcep, w§s
deserted. The inhabjtants of Bouyouk-Ouzen-Bateh aro
active and industrious, above all other Tatars. Their prin-
cipal occupation 15 that of wheelwnghts, the quantity of
wheels made by them bemng very considerable ; long
tramns of twenty pairs of wheels and more, made fast
together by a long pole, are drawn frpm Ouzen-Batch to
Central Crimea, where the continual employment of cars
ensures them a repdy sale.

On leaving the village, with its gardens and orchards,
a fong portion of road is traversed, where the vegetation
is seanty and the soil stony; the progress along this road
is extremely difficult, as it lies in the bed of a dned-up
torrent, the breadth of which indicatés that at the
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pertods of 1ts height, 1t must be extremely impetuous;
at, last, you reach a vale bristhng with little comecal
elevations of sclust and dlay, upon wlich the effects of
the ramn has left a number of furrows and cunous
mder;tatlons. M. deNordmann, to whom the country
was famibar, had strongly urged us to penetrate mnto a
large valley, which hé said would greatly shorten the
journey to Baghtchch-Sarai; but here the memory of
our savant failed Inm ; and our gmdes, with their habits
of submission, were not the people to set us" right.
After passing through a succession of meadows nmgated
by the hmpid waters of a pretty nver, we were obliged
g last to'turn m the direction of the mountains, plamly
visible to s, surrounding the great Tatar aity. All
these mountuns are alike ; they are crowned with natural
walls, which- give them the appearance, from a distance,
of 50 many fortresses.

The sun was already sinking towards the horwzon,
and the caravan, fatigued by & long day’s journey, was
becommg more and more dispirited, some of our party
wandering in purswit of curious birdg, several of which
fell vietinfs to tlus unexpected mvasion«of their solitude.
Whenever we met with any inhabitant of these regil;ns,
our perplexity was rather increased than otherwise.
Baghtcheh-Sara:, one would say, is now not more than
four versta hence; with the next, we had eight versts
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to travel. Meanwhile, the moon was rising, and showed
her disc above tMe msountains, reddened by the vapours
of the evening. Michael and two of our colleagues,
whose horses still exhibited some freshness, galloped
a-head, in order to obtain lodgings; the rest of our
jaded party following in their track as best they could.
We soon arrived in the midst®of the aforesaid rocks,
fantastically heaped in the semblance of ramparts, as
though by the hand of some Vauban of the supernatural
world,” hoping shortly to find, under any circumstances,
at least shelter and a night’s rest: but imagine our
cruel disappointment on reaching the plateau, jto find
a barren solitude; no city, no lights; a vasz, echoleys
plain, on which the hoofs of our horses sounded a;
on the pavement of those large public squares in Italy.
An hour passed away in crossing this decetitful desert,
when at last the barking of dogs reached us, and adew
lights were seen glimmering in the depths of a sort
of gulf which lay at our feet; then ogly were we enabled
to distinguish through the haze the glittering spires of
the minarets. A steep slope, turning as it descends,
brought us to the edge of a small river, banked up
.by'.a stone quay.. We alighted at the threshold of a
large oriental archway, surmounted by a square pavilion;
g sentinel recognised us, and we were admitted into an
immenss ceurt-ya.-rd,' surrounded by light and elegant
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buildings of unequal sizes, the moon hghting up their
brilliant fagades: We were in the pakice of the Khans
of the Crimea, that historical abode—the Palace of
Gardens—to which Baghtcheh-Sarai owes its significant
appellation.’

There was no illusion this time—we had now really
attained the goal. We were not now in Vienna, the
gay capital, nor Pesth, the proud queen of young
Hungary; nor on the Danube, with its inundated shores,
its foaming eddies bearing down tranquil steam-boats :
no, nor Bukharest or Ya-s;sy, cities discoloured by the
pallidl Jinstitntions of the east. We were in a perfect
gastern éar&‘i, a palace of the Arabian nights; we were
?in thoroughly Asiatic ground. What voice is that
singing above our heads? It is the Musslim. Close
to us, there, in the silent cemetery, sleep sixty khans,
who have made this palace their abode; just, or wicked,
they have lived and stirred within these walls. To-
morrow, we shall Jook upon their narrow sepulchres; a
stresm, hidden by the grass, murmurs at their feet a
monotonous chaunt dear t&q&he inhabitants of the grave,

- The Cfimea belongs to masm, and °Russia has fmt,h-
fally preserved the traditions of this poetical corner of
its immense empire. The palace of Baghtcheh-Sarai is
open. to visitors as before ; and. 8 hospitality worthy. the
past. i\ges is offered to them ‘in the buildings whieh,
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from all time, have been reserved for the reception of
the daily guest ®* A'large wing of the palace, that
which faces the nver, contains the private apartments
Standing at the archway, and looking towards the interior
of the enclosed buildings, to the right are seen, besides
the dwelling of the khans, the harem, the baths, the
private gardens: fm(i a lofty to'\'wr, terminated by a
terrace cnclosed with thick railings To the left, a
large mosque is identjfied by its slender minarets ; the
cemetery surrounds two large funcreal pavilions, and
the whole is encircled with buildmgs occupied by
servants and officials. The extremity of the c.-owt-yn;id
immediately opposite 1s occupied by a kiosk, Mormmg
an entrance to the stables, and by a modern “fduntan
in the oriental style, shaded by willows, and bearng
the initials of the Emperor Alexander; an amphitheatre
of gardens forms the back-ground of tlus picture, she
furthest plane being the large wall of rocks, so curiously
regular, within which the city 1s enclosed.

We were assigned, for our lodgings, two chambers of
clean appearance, furmshed with two couches, covered
with morocco leather ; an amount of accominodation
altogether insufficient for our numerous party. This
was, however, of little consequence, for after sixteen
hours’ riding, the matting on the floor made the softest
of beds. At the same time, in order to repair the loss

VOL. IL ¢
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sustained during a long fast, we sent for provisions—
a thing not easily obtained at so late an hour To our
complete surprise, it was not long before two enormous
dishes were trumphantly placed on the table by our
gwdes. One of these dishes contuned a mountain of
sheep’s trotters, boiled, and on the other was heaped a
hecatomb of heads, co;rvspomhng with the aforesmd feet ;
the latter dish, somewhat too oriental m appearance,
was resigned to our Tatars.

We were still asleep when the sun shone upon us,
but we lost no time in seemg and judging, by day-
light, all thit had so charmed us under the soft beams
& the ‘moon. The fine palace lost nothing by the
change: all those coquettish, uncqual, contrasting edi-
fices, overshadowed by large red roofs, and covered with
paintings, mmgled with mottoes and devices, appeared
to us full of charnung grace and freshness: the nume-
rous ecourt-yards—the gardens, somewhat too denuded of
shade, but refreshed by the ceaseless flow of fountains—
the discreet and jeslous walls of the harem ;—all these
scenes, so novel to us, at once rivetted our attention;
but we deferred a more detaled Survey to another
occasion. After being politely received by M. Bobovitch,
the steward of the palace, for whom the governor-general
had gnen us a letter of introduction, we dispersed in
different directions over the city, each bent on the special
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object of his stndies: one visited the mountains, whose
singular formatio®, observed on the previous-night, pre-
sented a fine geological problem; another, little caring
for khans, those monarchs of yesterday, proceeded to
mterrogate the past in its most *venerable sanctuary,
loadmg himself with large fossils—gigantic oysters, relics
of an age to which the human’mmd can assign no
date; the plants of ;,he desert attracted a third; while
the beautiful faces, and the piwcturesquely dilapidated
houses encountered m every direction, furnished a fourth
with subjects for lns pencil. With these varied motives
did we ramble  over the city and its environs
Baghtcheh-Sarai 'hs m the bosom of a narrow valleyy,
bristling with large cube-shaped recks, which secm ready
to fall down and crush it. A small nver, the Djourouk-
Sou, flows at the bottum of a ravine : tlus rivulet, whose
name, sigmfymng fetid water, by no means wmplesr»a
calumny, bears no analogy with the beautiful springs
which the natives dehght. For a long space this city was
:he residence of the khans of Crimea, who took a pride in
smbellishing 1ts palace, the abode of their power; 1t was
Yom hence, while *lapt in the softest luxury, that they
nanifested themselves to their subjects. Baghtcheh-
laray, which has been several times sacked, and even-
mally fell a conquest to the Empress Catherine, has

mce more hecome a purely Tatar city, and the only one
c 2
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whom a large pair of spectacles sometimes imparts a
pecubar air of gra%ity ;® then the turners, patiently boring
cherry or jessamine sticks into the long pipes so much
in request in the western world. Al these people exhibit
an air of calmness at their work, dhd buy and scll with
dignity. The Jew karaims, members of a pecular sect
of the Israelites, of whom we shall have occasion to
speak hercafter, vesgrve to themselves the trade m
stuffs, mercery, and colonial produce. From the top
of a high rock in the neighbourhood. where they have
cstablished their abode, these sectarians come down
cvery mormng, and entice the customer into ther private
warchouses. We cannot omit mentioning the Enurmuus
heap of pastecs with which this long street is filled.
At this season, the pastec is an article of consump-
tion in _momentary request—an ever-recurring necessity
—ond constitutes almost the sole food of an entire
people, notwithstanding those rules of diet whieh
should be observed in warm climates., To conclude on
the subject of this street, which is a city in itself, let
us.add that it is irregularly paved, and that during the
day it is continually traversed by a multitude of those
cars with creaking axles, already described by us. A
few branch streets terminate upon this central and
animated trunk of the cty; these are like so many
subyrbs, innabited by the lower class, and contain only
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a number of houses, hermetically closed, without any
look out, like so many private prisofis on the public
way. In the very centre of the long radii formed by
the city and its approaches, are spread the buildings
and gardens of the palace. It is entered over a stone
bridge, and through the elegant archway which was so
timely opened the evtt:njng before, to our wearied and
scattered caravan. Numberless inseriptions adorn the
exterior of this royal abode. Scarcely a door but has
its sentence or talismanic cypher mingled with the
pajntings with which every panel in the building is
mvm:ﬂﬂy decorated ; such as groups of flowers and
{ruit, rare and fanciful birds, and graceful scrolls, whose
crude colouring boldly contrasts with the white ground
of the walls. At the time of our visit, however, the
palace of the khans was fresh from the restoring hands
ofethe architect.

M. Elson, a skilful artist, had just completed his
tasteful labours, and had restored these dilapidated abodes
to all their pristine splendour. Rich- furniture, and
decorations full of the minote detail so characteristic. of
the ornamental art of the east, had completod this
kingly work of restoration. All the apartments are now.
hung ‘with preemuq ‘tissues, and furnished with clwans,
cerpets, and matting recently brought from Constantmoph
Halls. closets, svartments of all dimensions, searcely s¥er
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on the same level, succeed each other, and connect
themselves with ghe gnost curious absence of any regular
design. Feebly lighted by painted windows, these elegant
retreats are all shining with varnish, sparkling with
mother-o’-pearl, crystals, gold and silver brocade, adorned
with costly furniture, and perfumed with balmy odours.
Such 1s this palace of wonders, tn which all the dreams
of the most teeming imagination are found realised. But
who could enumerate all the windings of this labyrinth,
its numerous and seerot passages, its marble baths, the
discreet witnesses of those sensual pleasures of the east,
which Europe invents, but knows not! We hm*e.nh'eady
mentioned a large tower in the garden, surm®unted Ry
a gilt trellice ; here, we are told, pne of the khans bred
his falcons ; another converted it o a platform, on which
his women came in the cool of the evening to cast a
curious and furtive glance at the surrounding coungry.
Within the high walls of the harcm, that second palace,
which also has its baths of spouting water, and its cool
vestibules of marble, we peered hl'q.uisitively mto the
women's apartments, but they are now deserted, and barely
Bl..lﬁh few traces cap be seen of their former furmiture and
appurtenances as a few latticed windows brilliantly stained,
‘and one or two Venetian looking-glasses, which once
I;eﬂec.ted the rounded features, pencilled eyebrows, and
vermillion lips of the listless favourites. Within these
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walls languished in captivity the fair Marie Pototska, the
gentle christian; Marie, the pure and poetical idol of
the most indomitable and the most generous of all
the lords of this pualace. TPouschkine, the noble and
unfortunate poet whose cruel death was wept over by his
European brethren, by whom his name, his glory and
his verses are venerat8d, has immortalised the mournful
history of their loves in harmonious strains, such as
he alone could find. '

Tlus palace of gardens, the abode of the sovereigns
of the Crimea, might, with equal propricty, have been
called the Pplace of Fountains: the living stream flows
@ all directions; it winds beneath the walls, through
%he gardens, in the vestibules, like the blood in the veins
of healthy youth. Among all these pleasant fountains
nmust be mentioned those adorning the grand vestibule,
twjus of the most beautiful construction. All the delicacy
of oriental teste, all the genius and grace of eastern
arehitecture are epitomised in these two fountains, covered
with light arabesques sculptured in relef, the gilt por-
tions of which harmonised most felicitously with the bright
colours of the rest. It is one of .these monuments,
that on the left, which inspired the verses of Pouschkine.
A crowd of inscriptions are interwoven with the rich
ornaments of the fountains, which we found translated
in a work as useful as it is creditable, published by
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M. Montandon, a foreign savant inhabiting this country,
and modestly ensitled, “ A Gunide to the Crimea.” On
the latter fountain, which goes by the name of the
Fountain of Marie, are inscribed the following phrases,
so instinct with the peculiar emphasis of the east.

“The face of Baghtcheh-Sarmy is made joyful by the beneficont
care of Krim-Ghera, the radiant. His fobtering haud hath quenched
the thirst of the land.

«If there be another fountamn like unto this, let 1t come forth and

ghow 1itself.
« Damascus and Bagdad have witnessed many things, but so beautiful
a fountain have they not boheld ”  Then follows the date, 1176.

On the other fountain, Kaplan—Gher'al-Khz'm, t}:e
founder implores the divine mercy in his own behal®
and that of the sinners of his race.

Next to thesc gems of architecture, these enchanting
monuments of Damascene ornament, the most poetical
of the fountains of Baghtcheh-Sarm, is decidedly t.hat
constructed over the spring which trickles through the
plants and shrubs of the narrow cemetery, and runs
at the feet of the tombs of the khans. We have already
deseribed the situation of the cemetery, and of the two
rotundas, each surmounted by a vast cupola. Beneath
these large domes, ranged in a line, are the sepulchres
of a certain number of sovereigns; and here, too,
their wives have found a resting-place. All these tombs
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are in the form of a bier, the upper side of which is of
en angular shape: at the head is.placed a high stone,
the top of which i3 sculptured in the shape of a turban;
in some of them, the veritable turban of the khan is
deposited, crowning othe funeral monument with its
tattered folds. The tombs of the women are distin-
guished by the peculiarly shaped cap sculptured at their
head, the form of which bears a great resemblance to
the toque worn in France by the members of the bar.
Behind these sepulchral edifices extends a small enclosure,
thickly covered with verdure, growing in irregular tufts;
within it are_contained a number of monuments in white
marble: séulptured with a variety of ornaments in relief.
At the time when war desolated the soil of Crimea,
Baghtcheh-Sara1 was sacked, and a number of these
tombs were profanely violated ; but these acts of sacrilege
weye repressed; respect for the dead triumphed over the
fury of the conqueror, and this last refuge of the rulers
of the Crimea was once more enveloped in silence and
peace.

Towards the evening of the 17th of August, a fresh
company~of visitors came to inhabit,the palace; they
were four in number, one being a young lady, and
they had come at the same time with us from Odessa,
to perform a short pilgrimage to these localities, so
attractive to travellers. They greeted us with politeness,
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and we joined company to visit the grand mosque of
the palace. We entered by the sidg fronting the public
road : our attention was first engaged by a fountain
placed in the n:idst of a vaulted apartment; the water
falls in clustering jets into a larges basin, from which it
escapes by a great .number of little spouts, thus allowing
twenty of the faithful to perform théir religious ablutions at
the same time. You then pass into a spacious vestibule,
and thence into the mosque. This interior is very vast;
a few painted windows, of a beautiful blue, admit a dim
light. The ground is covered with carpets and matting.
Opposite the door, a cireular niche filled yith p.ieces of
sculpture in stone, sinks into the wall ; this is”the sang-
tuary ; the holy of holies. In the middle of the mave
hangs a large chandelier, the wooden branches of which
form a star with twelve points; at each point is suspended
a small lamp from which long %ilken loops descend.
There are no seats, few ornaments, a small number of
books, and a large quantity of tapers, enormously thick,
painted in bright colours. While we were contemplating
this simple yet imposing interior (for what religious
monument is not imposing?) the shrill voice of the
Moslem was heard calling the faithful to prayers. The
minarets contain within their narrow compass a dark
staircase into which the crier slips, and reappears at an
opening upon a raised platform. As soon as the chaunting
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had resounded towards the four cardinal points, and
called together the fpithful, we saw the good Mussulmans
appear, headed by the moullah. The thick tapers were
lighted, and without noticing our profalle presence, the
true belicvers, drawn up in a row, from which the moullah
alone stood apart, and, facing the niche, commenced the
prayer of the Nhamaz®

The congregation, among whom we observed several
hadjis, with their white turbans, the distinctive badge
of the pious pilgrims to Meccea, after raising both hands
to their ears, began a serics of genuflexions and pros-
trations, exeguted with the regularity of machinery.
The mouflah alone muttered a few prayers, inlerrupted
from time to time with the formula—Allah ek bess!
Allah kherim! God is great! God is merciful l—which
he pronounced in an intelligible voice. We necd not
observe that the piois assembly had left upon the
carpet of the vestibule an imposing row of babouches,
among which our European shoes had respectfully
taken their places.

The following day, the entire morning was devoted
to an interesting excursion. Qur horses, .which we had
ordered at an early hour, did not make their appearance
till eight o'clock, according to invariable custom, against
which it would be vain to contend. The interval of
delay was filled up by another visit to the palace,
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when we were introduced into the apartments on the
first-floor. The 8amé dazzling luxury, the same sensual
refinement in all the minutie of life, were exhibited
here also. Thg rooms prepared for the reception of
the emperor and empress on théir next journey, dis-
played an especial degree of elegance and costliness.
Everywhere the eye dwelt upor: preu.ioua vases filled
with flowers, and crystal bowls containing gold fish
The rich carpets and. finely-woven mattings with which
the floors are covered have nothing to fear from the
contact of leather ; for here, as at the .mosque, the
visitors leave their shoes at the door. We mpst not
forget, cre concluding the description of this elegaw‘t.
palace, to observe that it would be a mistake to imagine
that the residences of castern sovereigns can bear any
comparison with the grandeur of our royal palaces in
Furope. The apartments in Baghtcheh-Saras, like those
of all the Sarai in the east, are built on the most
narrow scale. DBut what distinguishes this palace above
all similar edifices, is the exquisite taste and perfection
of the innumerable details with which it is filled, und
which would stilt charm the eye, though seen for the
hundredth time.

At last, the Tatar steeds were heard neighing in
the court-yard. A pretty horse, clegantly caparisoned,
and carrying a red saddle, was provided for the foreign



30 YALTA.—BAGHTCHEH-SARAL

lady whom we had met on the previous evenng. Our
cavalcade, thus augmented, took tife road towards
Tchioufout-Galeh, the Fort of the Jews, as the httle
town of the karams 1s called, the only cty in the
world exclusively inhAbited by Jews; a meagre parody
of Sion, a city banished to the summt of a rock, and
appropriate 1o a.‘peoplte to whom the entwe earth 18 a
land of exile.

To emerge from the defile of Baghtcheh-Sarai, you
pass through a long street, whosc appearance 1> miserable
enough. On reachmg.the extremity of the cty, a new
city 1s pntered; but 1t 15 one without a name, like the
Jpeople who dwell m 1t.  Imagine the most extraordmary
assembly of half-clad savages, living m caves instead
of houses,—filthy dens, hollowed out by the hand of
nature, or the grudging labour of sloth, in the sides
of the large rocks which surround the valley. A
numerous tribe of gipsics found these abodes ready-
made, and accommodated themsclves, with their natural
indolence, to this troglodyte existence. Such 18 the
chosen capital of this muserable race, and here de they
delight {o spread their squalor beneath the sun. In
all directions, filthy rags are seen hanging from the
rocks; the blue smoke, curling along the lofty sides
of the mountain, and a number of batteréd utensils
scattered out, complete the picture presented by this



YALTA.—BAGHTCHEH-SARAL 31

wretched, community of outeasts. At the sound of our
horses” hoofs, it %as *wonderful to see these swarthy,
emaciated children, and scraggy women, spring from
their kennels like monkeys, stretching forth their hands
with & thousand contortions and Inamticulate cries,—a
sad spectacle of human degradation ; and yet, even
here, one is astomshed to find occa:sionally a phy-
siognomy, though coertamly w a great mmonty, pre-
senting the type of Agiatic beauty; fine young women,
walking in thewr scanty rags with the dignity of stage
queens ; young men, with a bold determimed deportment,
an eagle's glance, and black ghsteming hair falling about
the graceful and pure outhnes of thewr countenancese
But these beautiful remamns of a race now degraded
are daly vanishmyg ; and the traveller who passes
through this valley bears away with him httle more
than a feelng of disgust at so much degradation.
Further on, the scene changes; the moment you
have left belund you the stream of Pjourouk-Sou, and
you begin to ascend out of the valley of Baghicheh-
Sarai, you observe on your nght a mass of rocks
symmetrically arrgnged by the hand of natdte, like
all those seen in the neighbouthood. At a certain
elevation, and mn the rock itself, numerous excavations,
communicating with each other by hght external gal-
leries, extend to a considerable distance along the
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perpendicular face of the mountain. This is the Mo-
nastery of the Assumption. THe dpproach to it 1s
through a deep ravine, and a number of stone steps
cut out of the rock lead to tlus serial abode. A little
chapel, within whick the chisels of the monks have
carved out a few rude pillars, forms the most remark-
able apartment in the whole swte of caverns. The
convent 1s inhabited by a Greek priest, and every year,
on the 156th of August, he is visited by the whole
Christian population of the Crimea, who on that day
perform a pigrmage to the holy place. If we are to
believe our cguides, these grottocs were excavated at a
eriod when the Greek rehgion was the object of inve-
terate persecution on the part of the Mussulmans.

We ascended by a narrow path along the bare and
shppery rock. Two fountamns on the slope of the
mountain furnish the neccssary supply of water to
Tehioufout-Galeh, and accordingly a continual procession
of mules and donkeys, laden with long narrow casks,
is seen ascending and descending this path during
the whole day. Tchioufout-Galeh was several hundred
feet perpendicularly above our heads, and its houses,
built on the very edge of the rock, overhang the barren
precipice in a fearful manner. All around is white, dry
imtsk burnt up in this ravine: one last steep, resembling
& precipice rather than a path, conducted us at last
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to a platform, upon which open the gates of the
town.

More than twenty Tsigans, formidably” armed with
fiddles, awaited here to give us not a very harmonious
greeting, a number of tambourines® forming the second
rank of this discordant troop. Surrounded by this escort,
we had to procecd at a walking pace, as though in
triumphal procession, through the narrow strects of the
town, whose only pavement 1s the uncqual surface of the
rock itself.  An assemblage of hovels, and a few women's
faces pecpmg furtively at us, constituted all the attractions
of this promenade, which termmated on an, open, space
almost entwrely 1solated by its inaccessible situation, over
looking the valley of the Djourouk-Sou from a vertial
height of 500 feet. It was here, we were informed, that
the khans were accustomed to keep stags for the chase.
Having visited this curiosity, the next sight s the
romantic tomb of a daughter of one of the khans, whose
life is said to have been a tissue of the most marvellous
and intricate adventures, worthy the tales of the Arabian
Nights. After exhausting all that was to be seen, we
bent our steps towards the house of the rg,bhi, who
performs all the dutics of hospitality with uncommon
politeness. Meanwhile, the music had never ceased for
an instant, each of the p(-rfurme;s struggling continually
through a labyrinth of harmonies and counter harmonies.

VOL. il D
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These good people played us a succession of marches,
waltzes, and perhaps ballads, all ‘n the same measure.
Not but it was possible, amidst this bewildering din, to
distinguish certain smgular effects of harmony, as well
as 4 few movements of the mazurka and the Viennoise,
and even snatches of French aws, a somewhat halting
compliment addressed to some of our party. On arriving
at the residence of the worthy rabbi, we alighted; he
came to the threshold of the door, saluting us graciously
after the fashion of the country, placing s right hand on
his heart, then to Ilns hps, and shghtly bowing the head.
In a small end somewhat low room, hined with carpets
and cushions, was placed a table about a foot Ingh,
covered with a¥rofusion of light viands, cakes, preserves,
coffec, and different sorts of wine; nothing was wanting
m this courteous euntertaimment, to which the master of
the Liouse mvited us with politeness, but without touching
anything himself. We seated ourselves accordingly on
cushions placed round the tubles, complymg with customs
entirely new to us, but our host took no notice of our
blunders, which were numerous, no doubt, and completely
shocking. He extended his courtesy so far as to intro.
duce us into the women's apartments, a favour which
we owed to the presence of a female among our party.
This condescension, however, appeared to cause some
confusion in the rabbi’s harem, and we were asked to



YALTA.—BAGHTCHEH-SARAL 35

suspend our .curiosity A moment. Who would not guess
the motive ? Actordingly, when we were admitted, the
wonien were all under arms; one of them, apparently
about twenty, whose toilet pointed her out as the favourite,
appeared extremely abashed at ouT visit, and retreated
anmudst the most charming blushes to the recess of a
window, where she appeared to place heiself under the
protection of two pretty ttle clnldren  Two other women
ereuching m a corner, behind some curtams, would not
allow themselves to be loohed at, cxrept by steulthy
ghmpses. The costume of the young woman was of an
extremely elegant design, a silk gown, wih blue and
red strpes, displayed a well-proportioned form, whicl
wo foreign artifices had disfigured, fitto® closely to the
back and the lowns, of which it betrayed rather than
showed the rounded outhme A broad belt, resting on
the nps, was fastened m front by a buckle m the form
of two large plates of siver, delicately ornamented A
black scarf with a red figure was folded mto a turban
about her fine black hair, woven mto plats; a necklace
of gold-pieces ‘hung about her neck, round which was
folded a silk handkerclaef, and a hght dolman of yellow
silk, edged with black, with the addition of the yellow
babouches of the country, completed this picturesque
costume.

This gentle form, shghtly bent forward, from =

D 2
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modest confusion, and leanmg upon her two children,
formed a subject for a meture too strﬂ(ing for Raffet to,
let slip; nor did the courtesy of the rabbi desert him on
this occasion, for he supplied our painter with all that
was requisite fo commenee Tus charmmg sketch  Mean-
while, we wisited two synagogues; they were two simple
edifices, offermg nothing worthy of remark save two
copies of the Old Testament, precious manuscripts on
vellmn, rolled up in magnificent veliet cases, covered
with brilhant ornaments of chased silver  The rehgious
dogmas of {the Karaims me based stnetly upon the sacred
writings  They rcpudiate the Tulmud, and the rabbinieal
commentaries , hence then name, denved from the word
kara, s;gmi}'inz \11‘11’-1';'l£f This fundamental prmeiple of
their behef 18 not, however, the only pomt of difference
which separates the Karaims from the puiely rabbimeal
- seet. There are certam variations m the hiturgy, in the
mode of circumesion, m the rules relative to diet, and
lastly, in the degrees of relationship within which mar-
riages are allowed or forbiudden, which constitute a broad
line of separation between these two adv‘erse sects. To
poiut out another remarkable distinction between these
two sections of the Jewish race, let us add that the
Karams have established in the countries where they
are settled, a solid reputation for nght dealing, which
has been sulliedgbut in few instances. This favourable
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character was emphatically confirmed by one of our
travellmg companiens,’ formerly Judge of the Tribunal of
Jommeree at Odessa, whose long exercise of that office
had afforded him opportunities of appreciating the cha-
racteristic morality of this peoples The expression of
countenance in_the Karaims is in general open and
prepossessing, and the minute attention with which they
perform all acts of external cleanliness distinguish them
from their numerous _opponents, the rabbinical Jews.
Polite and obliging without cringing, but at the same
time accomplished men of business, they have preserved
under more honourable forms all the commgreial geuius
of their race. The members of this small sect are dis-
persed at wide distances; they dre fosnd in Egypt,
in Volhymnia, and in Lithuania. If to the Jews of
Tchioufout-Galeh, we add the families established at
Odessa, or in the environs of Kherson, and the colonies
of Kozloff and Theodosia, it will be found that there are
little more than two thousand inhabiting Southern
Russia.

Advancing from Tchioufout-Galeh towards the south,
we arrive at the cemmencement of a valley, whith gra-
dually sinks lower and lower beneath the level of the
plai.eaux This valley, distinguished by the imposing
name of | Jehoshaphat, is the cemetery of the Kéra.'ims,
where the . closely and irregularly )

fmged  gravestones
lie beneath:the soleinn shade of a forest: large onks.
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The number of these white sepulchres crowded together
within this sombre vale, is ‘as many ¢as four thousand.
They consist simply of a sarcophagus, with a high stone’
to indicate the he‘a&;v"; and all are covered.with insecrip-
tions in Hebrew characters, sculptured in velief, . some
of them bearing so remote & date as three or four
centuries since. We strayed with reverential feelings
through this silent ’fbrest filled with the remains of so
many generauons of Karaims, singling out the most
ancient monuments, wluch we could distinguish by their

- deviation from the perpendmular On inquiring the

cause _of t}us irregularity, we were mformcd that the
;pea.ceful shades of Jehoshaphat were. occasmna.liy disturbed
by earthquake®, as _though in accomplishment of the
propheey : Gonqmssabzt capita- in terrd multorum ! The
result has Been, an extrwordmary mass  of confusmn
~ amongst these irregular tombs. Whﬂe treadmg the
tortuous paths through the cemetély, we caught sight
of a little" Ma,n, hidden among the brushwood, intent ‘
upon the task of carving out, on a recent monument, -
the letters "of a Hebrew mscnptwn The costume of
thxs whlte-bemled sculptor was of the most grﬁtesqﬁe
.character : on ‘his head was an enormous blue balloon-
shaped eap ;- his eyes were protected from the dust
and the glam of the sun by a pair of la.gge round
spectacles, fastened behind ‘his head with a pwce " of
stng 3 &nd a}mﬁxters parasol shaded the httle ahnvelled :
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individual, crouched at ‘the foot of the monument upon
which he was exerciting his art. We interrogated this
artist of death, as he sat there, surrounded by his handi-
work. ¢ For forty years,” he said, “there has not been a
gravestone set up here, but my ehisel has carved the
cpitaph upon it.  All those to whom I have rendered this
last honour, have been either friends or relations ; so that
I do not work omly for the glory .of my art: there is
m the art I have exerased, and lived by for forty years,
something more than mechameal labour; there are the
pleasures and pains of memory. I knew, and loved,
the greater part of those who sleep here, gre 1 engraved
their names in the great stone book of Jehoshaphat,
whose characters this hand alone has traced. 1, too?
am approaching the spot T have reserved myself beneath
the trees, yonder; and I know not what unskilful hand
may be cmployed to perform that task for me, which I
have parformed for so many.” During this conversation
—or rather, this philosophical monglogue—of the old
sculptor, interpreted to us by fragments, Raffet was
occupied in tracing in his album the featurey of tins
‘venerable charaoter. The old man perceived it, and
lent himself with a good grace to the intention of his
brother artist, as he was pleased to call oauri painter ;
and when the sketch was finished, he added his name
and description to it with his own hand.
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One more evening was spent in viewing tne palace
and its humble cemetery, apd on“t.heo‘moming of the
19th we bade adieu to the Tatar capital, leaving behind
us, however, MM. Huot and Raffet, both of whom
were loth to quit the place of their predilection. The
remainder of our party disposed themselves in four
télegues, and proceeded towards the naval port of the
Black Sea, said to he one of the finest in the world.

Thus did we take leave of this singular ecity, in
which (liree days had so rapidly fled, in the midst of
emotions unceasingly excited, and the mdustrious collee-
tion of( a stope of notes of every description: we bade
g last farewell to the eclegant Palace of Gardens—to
‘the high street, with all its shops, and started off, at
a gallop, across the barren plain which separated us
from Balbec, our sole resting-place, till we should reach
our final destination.

‘Baghtcheh-Sarai contains, it is said, a “population
of 14,000 ililmbitg.nts, of whom the Tatars form the
majority, the number of Russians and foreigners being
only 2,250. It is stated—though we believe the number
to be far less—that the city contains 3,000 houses.: It
possesses a Greek church and a’synagogue, and: boasts,
mmeovei-, of thirty-two mosques. There are, for the
reoeption  of travellers, ten khans or -caravahsgi:sis,_.-t,'o
whieh the simplicity of the fare, and the nakedness of
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the lodgings, attract scarcely any other class than the
traders and carriess of the country. Two fine establish-
ments; in which Turkish bathe are administered in the
highest perfection, are not the least attraction in this
place, so replete with subjects of esurprise. We have
already enumerated almost all the branches of industry
to which the inhabitants devote themselves. They export
all their manufactures, while they are themselves defi-
cient m all the necessary commodities of life. ~With
the exception of cultivating orchards, the Tatars of
Baghtcheh-Sarar employ themsclves but little i the
labours of the field. An abundance of fryjt, consumed
by them in large quantities during the summer, affordss
almost all the sustenance they require. The grain
which is brought mto Baghtcheh-Sara1 is made into
flour by mills, set in motion by the Djourouk-Sou.
We have already called attention to the number of
public fountains: the good order of the conduits sup-
plymg the aity with water, and their mgemous disposition,
affords a fresh proof of the pious regard professed by
Mussulmans for springs of water, with which they
delight to surround themselves.

We have only now to speak of the educational estab-
lishments. There are several schools for children; and
as regards instruction in the sciences, the city numbers
three médressés. These institutions are open to young
Tatars. destined to emplovment in public offices, or to
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the service of the mosques. The dogmas of their reh-
gion are taught to the scholars by effendis, jomned with
mstruction m hlstory,. arthmetie, and, according to the
statement of M. Montandon, astrology. About three
hundred students are received i the medresses, where
they are provided with lodging These scholastic estab-
Lishments have been founded at various cpochs by the
khans ; and they appeared to take great glory to them-
selves for thewr foundation, two of these sovereigns,
Ahmet-Aga and Mengli-Gherai, founders of the two
larger medresses, having deswed ther rcmams to be
deposited wptlun thcn, m sepulchres  constructed by
their orders

We crossed, with all the speed our equipages could
command, the white and parched up plan through
which lay the road to Dalbec, only mterrupting our
journey to shoot at a pretty species of falcon, as plen-
tiful m thus locahty as they are rare cverywhere else:
we were fortunate enough to bring down one or two.
After passing through Balbec—a half Russian, half Tatar
village—we entered the narrow valley through which flows
the niver of that name. Tlus prettye valley presents an
uninterrupted succession of gardens and orchards, the
freshness and fertility of which bring to mind the most
favoured cultivation of western countries. This agreeable
country was soon left m the rear, and we ascended

upon the plateaux of the steppe, whence we could per-
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ceive the sea in the distance. We had now reached
the western codst of the Crimea. At this point we
struck into a road leading down to the harbour of
Sevastopol, and we could already distinguish its imposing
array of masts. Such was the®bewildering speed at
which we were travelling, that one of our télogues, having
lost & wheel, was carried along with one side ploughing
up the dust, to a considerable distance. The driver—
whose {;111}' distress was at the distance he had to go
back to fetch the whecl—repured the dumage without
allowmng the travellers to leave the little carringe; and
havmg dnven m a peg m heu of the Jost hpch-pin,
started ofl' agmn at a headlong gallop, to make up tiw
lost time. We armived, without further delay, at the
edge of the bay, from which, wlile a boat was beng
prepared to take us over to the aty, we gazed with
unceasing admuation at ten slips and fifteen other
vessels of war, ranged m one noble line, in one of the
finest basins that can possibly be sgen. Having em-
barked from a httle inlet filled with coasting vessels, wo
crossed the bay, passmg under the stern of the three-
decker ““The Warsaw,' carrymg 120 guns; anll at the
end of a quarter of an hour we arnved at the quay
of Sevastopol, where we found a vast crowd in active
motion, attracted thither by the recent arrival of a
eargo of pastecs, over which the retail sellers were
noisily disputing.
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The city of Sevastopol covers a height rising betwcen
iwo bays; its broad strects, filled with distressing clouds
of dust, present no edifices of any imporiance; the
houses are small and low, and are separated by wide
intervals.  After the* loss of more than an hour in
vainly seeking that which did not exist— namely, a
hostelry — we were directed to an Ttalian coug‘ectioner,
who placed two empty rooms at our disposal, the windows
of which had suffered severely from the winds. Having
taken possession of the rooms, the next thing was to
provide furniture. Our host, honest Cabalzar, undertook
to supply us, without dclay, at the most rcasonable
peices, with twenty trusses of hay, which reminded us of
the litters on which the students in the middle ages
used to slecp. Once more our memories travelled back
to the palace of Baghtcheh-Sara) and iis clean imattings,
mviting one to slumber; and agmn we prepared ourselves,
by the repose we so much requred, to visit a fresh

suecession of sights.




CHAPTER IL

SEVASTOTOL.—0ODESSA.—VOSNESSENSK.

» 'THE situation of Sevastopol, as a
% naval port, is justly esteemed, and

indeed, Europe, presents few har-
- > bours so completely suited to the
necessities of a large fleet. An
g vm of the sea, of an mposing

—— breadth, has made itself a deep
bed in the western coast of Taurida, and advances inland
to a distance of two leagues. Within this magnificent
‘basin are neither rocks nor dangerous reefs; its entrance
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is convenient, and is defended by two formidable fortifi-
cations, whose powerful batteries could’ sweep with ease
across the broad mouth of the harbour. Having entered
within the bay, on looking towards the southern coast,
four spacious inlets ard observed, offering so safe a shelter
and so easy an access, that in one of them, the bay of
ships (carabelnaya boukhta), threc-deckers may moor
within a few yards of the land. Exactly between two
of these inlets stands the city of Spvastopol, whose name
in Greek signifies the august city ; this name will soon
have offaced that of Ak-Tiar, still given to it by the
Tatars, in memory of an ancient city, on the north side
6f the bay, not far from the barren hillock ar the entrance
of the port.

Sevastopol eovers with its houses the ground occupied
at a remote period of antiquity by the extreme suburbs
of Chersone, the city of the Heracleotes, long since
vamshed from the soil of Taurida, leaving its ruins to be
swept away, as the citv was hefore. by the hand of time.

The lofty hills which protect the roadstead, present,
as far as the eye can reach, a prospect of endless deso-
lation ; ‘the coast is naked and barren: and well deserves
the name of Ak-Tiar (white rock) given to it by the
Tatars. The city itself, in the construction of whose
streets no attempt has been made to avoid the irregu-
larities of the soil, seems to wind with difficulty over
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the jutting and steep rocks of the promontory. When
the traveller, on d@senibarking at the custom-house, first
beholds this city perched upon its white and burning
rocks, he is tempted to retreat before so many obstacles,
and his eye anxiously wanders in wearch of some more
easy and less fiery mode of approach. One street
rather more endurable than the rest, stretches at a con-
siderable height, in a parallel direction with the great
quay, and on either side of it are assembled whatever
remarkable buildings the modern Sevastopol may boast
of  Here the cathedral, built in the most elegant style
of architecture, cqncenm'abc's the humble deyotion_of the
population.  Further on, rises the tower of the Admiralty,
displaying somewhat too ostentatiously a number of
pillars out of proportion with the remainder of the
building.  Several rather handsome hotels, protected
from the sun by numerous blinds, and a number of small
gardens, in which all attempts at verdure are smothercd
by the dust, constitute the sum of all that is to be seen
in this, the fine quarter of Sevastopol. If you bend
your steps towards the summit of the ecity, you again
meet with these gardens, discreetly screeniug little
houses of tolerably clean appearance, but this portion
of the city is exposed to violent winds, sweeping
periodically over the naked soil, and raising a perfect
storm of -dyst and sand.
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When you have reached the summut of the ascent,
however, the trouble and fatigue’ aré compensated by
the beauty of the prospect.  The eye embraces the
entire port and 1s varnous establishments, forming a
magnificent spectacle;, especially when the whole of the
Black Sea fleet spreads out its imposmg array m the
basm of the roadstead

The varety and ammation which the movement of
the shipping gives to tlns otherwise severe prospect, may
be judged by mentally passmg m review” the following

ficet ploughmg the surface of this sea —

Fhe Warsaw 1230 guns Machmont 90 guns
" Silistra 90, € 1the rine 9,
Tchesma 9 Andrmople a0
Mang u o, Staloust a0
Anapa 90 Prinen a0
Panuk Ifstapln wn o,

Then the fngates :—

Bourgas 60 guns Braulofi 10 guus
Enos 60, Agathopol 6o,
Varna 6, Tencdos 60 |
Anng, 40

"

The corveltes :—

Swzopoli 14 guns Orestes 24 guns

Iphigenia 4,
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The brig Mercury 20 guns
L]
Ganetz (the Couner) 14 ,,
Schooners
Vestavor 14 .

The cutter Spechm (Rapd)
The tender Struia (Wave)

Just as we were completing the snnple arrangements
for establishing our quarters, an unusual stir in the city
and in the port attracted our attenhon. It was caused by
the arrival of a government steamer, “ The Gromonocets "
(Thunder-beare?), with Prmce Menzicoff, Mimster of the
Imperial Marine, on hoard, who had been expected to
review the fleet. The minister remamed on boagd his
vessoel, and us soon as “ The Gromonocets” had east anchor,
received visits from the various official bodies in the
public service. Admmal Slavanieff, in command of the
port of Sevastopol, was at that time suflermg from severe
illness, and we were deprived of the lLonour of being
presented to him, contenting oursclves with forwarding
our letter of mtroduction from Count Woronzoff. —We
were more fortunate in the case of Mr. Hupton, the skil-
ful engineer, who designed and directs the useful and
important works of ¢he port. His active and intelligent
sons assist their father in conducting the 1mmense under-
takings executed with the aid of an army of military
labourers. In évery direction round Sevastopol, and to
whichever shore you turn, long ranges of barracks are

VOL. 1L E
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seen for the reception of an important garrison; even
thus abundance of mihtary quarters,’ however, was at
that time insufficient for the accommodation of the
numerous soldiers employed on the costly constructions,
and laborious earth-works, which are to change the aspect
of this coast. In a <hort time, vast workshops, spacious
esplanades, and deep basms will stand m the place of
the chalk hills, which formerly overlooked the bays; and
already, by the eflects of patient labour, these hills have
been brought down to their level.

Thirty thousand men encamped mn tents supply the
handg by which these gigantic metamorphoses are accom-
plished, and it 15 a spectacle full of mterest to see this
army of labourers, all dressed in white hmen, busily
passing and repassing, amidst clouds of the dust which
they are carrying away by sackfulls, it might almost be
saxd by handfulls, from the former site of the levelled
hillocks; a perfect ant-hill, in which the infinite division
of labour arrives at length at the same result as the
motive power and machinery. Unfortunately, a fearful
visitation had manifested itself amidst this active and
persevermg body ; intense ophthalmia, the ophthalmia of
Egypt, contagious according to some, epidemic, as® # :
believe, was committing ravages, evidences of which Hwere
but too painfully manifest. It was commonly atiributed
to the prodigious quantity of dust whirled about by the
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winds along these hill sides, entirely bare smce the
commencement of the works. But whatever the cause,
the evil is indeed a terrible one. Twenty-four hours are
sufficient for the eye to become so entirely corrupt as
to leave its socket.

We had already admired the bay of ships, and the
unusual spectacle of large three-decked vessels commu-
nicating with the shore by a plank laid across from the
rock; but we were fur more astonished, on visiting the
careening bay. The importance of Sevastopol, and the
happy peculiarities of its position, having been once
recognised, the next step was to form basims and docks
for refitting; these objects have been admirably accom®
plished by Mr. Hupton. A spacious basin has been
sunk at some distance from the sea, and on a higher
level. On the sides of this basin are five dry docks;
three of these are for first class-vessels, the remaining
two" for frigates. With a sea almost without tides, the
draining of these docks was a difficult. problem to solve;
it was accemplished in the following manner :—At a
distance of about eighteen versts, at the bottom of the
great valley forming the roadstead, flowed, on "8 level
ghwuitable height, a small river abundantly supplied with
Wil This river was taken possession of by the engi-
neerg, turned into another bed excavated in the rock, and
‘passing at one time throngh a tunnel, at another over an

E R
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aqueduct, the Tchornma-Retchha (black rivulet) was made
to furnish the necessary supply of water to the docks.
As all this water came from a considerable height, it
was easy, by means of an mgenious combination of locks,
to bring 1nto the large basin, three hundred feet by four
hundred, then bemng lined with splendid masonry, one
vessel of 120 guns, two of cighty, and two frigates of
sixty, to be placed mto the five dry docks, which could
be dramed or sluced at pleasure, Undoubtedly these
are vast and noble works, and those wlich render a
reign illustrious, and haud down to posterity the fame
of an quginear. What struck us more particularly was,
to see these same soldiers employed by turns m earth
work, carpentermng, forgmg and masons’ work, and
acquitting themselves mn all these various departments
to admiration. Mr. Hupton, an Enghshman by birth,
accustomed as he had been m his own country to these
industrial wonders, was in continual adouration at'the
facility with which, these Russian people became succes-
sively, and in so short a time, skilled workmen n any
craft to which they applied themselves. Let us add,
that the Russian soldier is not only a skilful artlsan,
but naturally a docile workman, respectful without mm
ness, expert and active without boastfulness. Th;:
building docks of the Imperial navy are eatablii;]:;gd at
Nikolaseff, a favourahle situation, not only on aceount
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of the nature of the position itself, but its eonvemenct
as regards the supply of timber floating down from
central Russia. All that was required at Sevastopol,
therefore, was a fitmg dock, wlnch purpose will be
admirably answered by the recent constructions. Who
could believe that the great enemy, the great destroyer
of the ships in the beautiful waters of Sevastopol, is an
mmperceptible worm called the teredo navalis. The ravages
of this little animal reduce the time which a Russian
ship of war may be reckoned to last, to a period of eight
years, an unfavourable condition for the Russian navy
to labour under, as the ships of the Enghsh ‘and French
navy are reckoned to last an average period of fifteen
years. Whatever experiments have been tried to pre-
serve the ships from this cause of prematurc decay, have
not apparently been followed by the success anticipated.
It is truly afflicting to think that so contemptible an
enemy should thus attack with impunity these large
and stately structures, so nobly resting on the waters
of one of the finest ports in the universe.

_Wi]en we had visited all these interesting works, we
set out on a sea 1:rip to Inkermanu. On leaving the
docks, we remarked a beautiful fountain in course of
const.ruct;on, and destined to furnish an abundant supply
of water to the fleet. A filtering apparatus constantly
at work will supply this water for the demands of the
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shipping in a perfectly pure state. When we had made
our way through the midst of this busy and intelligent
assemblage, we stecered peacefully between the barren
rocks and the last range of frigates extending to the
farthest extremity of the port. Passing before a narrow
valley, we observed, through the elegant arches of an
aqueduct, an isolated house, somewhat in the form of
a mosque, rising from the midst of a clump of small
oaks. This was the public garden, the rendezvous of
the holiday makers from the city, which day by day is
building itself, and while raising its ramparts, has already
takene care fo provide itself with this place of relaxation
and repose. The first of May is the day when this
remote spot chiefly resounds with nowsy rejoicings.  Wlale
we were examining the rather elegant pavilion forming
the centre of these festive scenes, a number of workmen
were finishing the ornaments and decorations of the
interior, in anticipation of an event when they would be
needed more thau ever. It was not expected, but it was
hoped, that the imperial family, after throwing a glance
of encouragement at all these new creations, might
perha;;s deign to visit this spot devoted to amusement.

In the very extremity of the bay, the predominance
of the soft over the sea-water is shown by an abundance
of tall reeds, through which we eas}ly made our way,
urged by a pleasant breeze ; we then found ourselves in
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the narrow but deep bed of the Tchornaa-Retelika.
Here the rocks grow "wider apart, and the valley becomes
brogder; little meadows intersected by the windings of
the stream, shaded by a few clumps of fine ash trees and
lentisks (pistachia lentiscus), with their elegant foliage,
afford a relief to the eye, wearied by the uniform grey
tint of the coast. We disembarked on the right, beneath
the trees, and commenced climbing up the adjoining, rock,
mn which the new bed of the river has been excavated,
and through which 1t will have to flow down to the
docks. A flight of steps convemently cut out, rendered
our ascent easy; this useful work had beep inaygurated
on the same day that an illustrious foreigner, Marshal
Marmont, had visited the valley. On reaching the banks
of the canal, it was not long ere we came to the tunnel,
which pierces through a formiduble mass of rocks. This
aperture, which is elgtjrely the work of the chisel, and
required not less than fifteen months for its completion,
is one hundred and thirty-three wetres in length; the
height of the vault is ten feet, French measure; on the
left side, a footway has been left of sufficient breadth
to allow free passage. The excavation was corhmenced
at the. same time at both extremitics, the workmen
meeting in the middle without any sensible deviation.
To conclude our observations on this beautiful canal,
destined to so useful an end, let us add that eleven
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guard houses, in ! the shape of elega.nt octagonal pavilions,

have been erected on its banks. WNot far from thence, .

we entered a number of spacioud grottoes, the work of *

-a religious sect seeking a shelter from peréecution. A*

narrow door and a tortuous staircase, with a number of
cells opening upon it,%ead to a chapel, which still presents
traces of ogivés. From this chapel, through a large
opening, may be seen throughout its entire length the
pretty valley of Inkerman, and at the extreme end the
~immense  stone block on which ‘th.e ancient city stood.
This pious abode, widowed of its austere denizens, now
gives shelter tp the soldiers employed on the canal works,
who there enjoy a well-earned repose, upon couches
“not a whit softer than those of the departed monks.
The history of the Crimea furnishes but very uncer-
tain information on the subject ‘of Inkerman. According
to some learned chroniclers, it wg.s‘known in the ancient
days of Greece as a flourishing town, called Theéodosia ;
others claim it as the Stenos of the Greek geographers.
Pallas, on the contrary, is disposed to believe that the
Genoese were ‘the first who established themselves on on
these pmexpttous rocks. A number of ruined walls, the

remains of a few towers, and a great, ‘quantity of Bmaﬁ 3

grottoes, grouped in rows along the steep sides of the

&

-

“mountain, are all that can nowbe seen on a h vmzt :

> LG

The inhabitants of Sevqstopol when they ao@ompang 70:1
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on this excursion, generally advise as short a stay as pos-
sible, so evil 1s the reffown of the surrounding marshes.

Accordingly, we returned towards Sevastopol, and on
our-way were allowed to go on board a fine frigate, called
the “ Bourgas.” The perfect order of this vessel, and its
beautiful lines, were worthy the remainder of the fleet;
but our admiration was entirely absorbed by the fine
proportions and magnificent appearance of the ¢ Warsayg,”
a three-decked vessel. It stood like a rock, overlookilng
the imposing array of naval force, embracing not less
than twelve thousand ey, and fifteen hundred guns.

The Lfe of the mhabitants of Sevastopql is entirely
domestic: so many obstacles, as we have pointed outp
opposing themselves to out-door relaxation and parties
of pleasure which elsewhere so agreeably charm away the
cvening. At the close of day scarcely did we see more
than one or two boat parties at the same time with us
enjoying the last rays of the setting sun. But though
the inhabitants abstain from out-door_ lfe, they are, on
the other hand, fond of society and the tranquil plea-
sures of home life. Those of my companions who were
strangers to the citizen life of Russia, had an oppdrtunity
of observingit at Sevastopol in all its most amiable pecu-
liarities. The polite, welcome, and ebsequious attention
to thejr guests is practised here to quite as high a
d@m gsiin the eentre of the empire, and in no particular
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1s the proverbial hospitality of the Russians belied. A
few customs are stll preserved ' certain famulies alto-
gether patriarchal mn thewr simphaty. Thus, in more
than one house, your host will taste the wime which is
in your glass; and the custom of kissing ladies’ hands
stll exists, for which kiss on the hand you receive one
on the cheek. Every evening the family and the frnends
of the fanuly assemble round a tea-table, where the
conversation 1s far from langwshing, but before ten
o'duck every one has retired. At ten o'clock, Sevastopol
enjoys the most complete calny and the silence 1s un-
broken, savg by the distant tinklng of the bells m
¢he vessels, stnking the watches, and the challenges of
the sentinels i the harbour, answered by the mournful
baying of the dogs.

In ordinary times, Sevastopol reckons a population
of thirty thousand souls—civihans, soldiers, or salors
serving mm the port Our armval was at a fortunate
moment, for the presence of the fleet, and the active
army of workmen, more than doubled the number of
inhabitants. It was prmoipally m the approaches to
the well-stocked market that an adequate 1dea of the
population was obtaimed. The consumptiog of pastecs
here was prodigrons; whole mountains of this refreshing
fruit, heaped up n the eve, disappeared every morning
An immense variety of fish wos also 8old at daybresk
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greatly to the satisfaction of our naturahsts, who, by
gaining the advance &f the ordinary consumers, were
énabled to make a selection for scientific purposes, out
of the abundant take of the mght.

All the necessaries of hfe are cheap enough here:
wood and provender only sustam high prices, on account
of the barren condition of all this part of the Crimea.
Situated on a calcareous ll, Sevastopol 18 1 no want
of matenals for bulding, of a sufficiently good quahty;
but on account of the porous natwme of the stone, 1t
requires to be covered with a coatmg of composihon,
m order that the exterior of the. buldings may have a
neat and cleanly appearance  The splendid blocks of
stone used mn the construction of the docks are brought
from a distant spot, which contnbutes not a lttle to
increase the expense of these impenshable works. The
cost already mmcurred amounted to five millions of roubles,
and to all appearance 1t was likely to amount, eventually,
to double that sum.

Not a single Tatar dwelling 1s to be found in the aty;
nor 18 any to be scen at Severnaa, a harbour for coasting
véssels, facing Sevastopol, on the northern coast®of the
bay, as is indicated by its name, signifymg northern village.
Here may be seen a large number of government store-
houses, bwlt in & row, and protected by batteries. It
should be noted, that few individuals of the Mussulman
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order pass beyond the harbour; they generally content
themselves with taking up theif stations, with their
laden waggons, on the shore of Severnama. Here, from
morning till night, a noisy crowd of petty traders is
busily assembled, purchasing provisions, fire-wood, and
other wares, brought by Tatar caravans to this httle
port.

In the meantune, our two compamons, whom we had
left at Baghtcheh-Sarai, had jomed the body of the
expedition, though not without encountering some adven-
tures. Arriving i the mudst of a dark iught on the
quay of Sevastopol, without a gwde to divect them
throué;ll this city of preapitous strects, and possessmg
no other clue than the name of our host Cabalzar, a
name of s somewhat cabalistic sound, our friends made
their debut by stumblmg among the piles of pastecs,
and causing a general downfall of the fruit, which began
rollmg towards the sea. Hence an alarm was given,
and the merchants, awakened at the noise, ran off in
a panic, some after the fugitive pastecs, others in search
of the i:ut.hors of this disastrous rout, amidst a chorus
of abusive epithets, which may be left to the imagi-
nation.

Fortunately, a *custom-house officer interposed his
authority for the protection of the strangers, who were
sadly bewildered at their position ; peace was restored, and
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after an hour’s weary scarch and anxety, our colleagnes
reached our door. THeir disappointment may well be
imagined, at the sight of the furniture m onr gipsy
lodging: on the faith of the great ‘renown in which
Sevastopol is held, they had cherished expectations of
a very different character, and experienced a deception
not uncommon m & traveller’s life.  Matters were shortly
made up, and our cohort, now once more complete, ser-
ried its ranks to do the honours of our rough bivouac
to the new comers. .

Not far from Sevastopol, m a south-casterly direction,
stands a lighthouse, at the extremmty of a long tongue
of land, scarcely rmsed above the levcd of the waves;
this point is what the ancients called the Chersoncse:
it was the site of a powerful Greck colony, the last
traces of which had disappeared long before the com-
mencement of our era, leaving only a doubtful tradition
as the sole relic of all its splendour. Mythology has,
in this instance, associated itself to history, in order to
mislead the records of man amidst the fabulous paths
of the imagination. On a portion of this territory, and
as'far as the gates.of Sevastopol, ruins of ancient’ walls
are scattered over the soil, at equal intervals, forming
lines, the regulanty of which fail nét to strike the
attentive observer. Some persons have conjectured these
parallelograms to be the ruins of the ancient Chersone—
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that city which, it is said, was founded on the coast
of Taurida by the Greek emigrants from Heraclea.
Some antiquaries, however, more scrupnlous in thelr
conclusions, would infer these symmetrical compartments
to be notlung more than the traces of a division of
lands, at an exceedingly remote period. The small depth
of the foundations of these walls, now almost entirely
swept away from the soil, will not allow of the supposi-
tion that any constructions of importance were ever
based upon them. These ruins are to be found almost
throughout the extent of the peninsula, which was once
the Heracleotic Chersonese. At varous intervals, the
remains of monumental towers may also bhe seen, re-
markable from the enormous %ize of the blocks of stoné
placed one upon the other, without cement. If from the
extremity of the peninsula, on which stands the light.
house, we follow the shore of the Black Sea towards
the east, we shall be brought, along a sensible inclination,
to the first plateaux of the chain of mountains of the
Crimea, and hence, from the height of a majestic pro-
montory — the Cape Parthenion of the Greeks — the
glance dives down 1 astonishment upon the Chersonése,
so small for its immortal renown; and one is tempted
to ask how this poor little nook of land could have
give:u birth to such a treasure of traditions, fables, and
poetry, which have acquired greater force than history.



