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HAPTER 1. • 
Y J:rA.- l1M1l1TCll rm -SAHA'i. 

• • , 
U,:FOJW quilLillg Yalta. to lw'gin 

OUT tl[uly inv stigations upon the 

soil of th lltlll'ida, ,,'e bad to 

a complish several indispens(tble' 

PI' 'luuimu'i 'So This oc 'upied two 

days', 1101' weI' these two days lost 

as r gardetl the researches of our 

naturalists, or till' nl'lli 'vcmcnl s of ou!' painter. Our 

l'id,ul'cl.'!que cll.mpaign could not ha\' \ opt:ned under morc 

favourable auspices. CouuL \Y oronzofl' wa kiud mough 

.... 0L. II. n . 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
•• 
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to nssist tl 

(lition. We had, moreover, a skilhl gtAde and powerful 

!ecommendations, and, thus fortified, we w~e now about 

to commence the wandering existence of sportsmen, 

g 010 gists,. and naturfilists. The goal was before us, 

the only business now was to touch it with our hands. 

On the 13th, we were all assembled, towards evening, on 

the shore at Yalta, when the ~team r which had brought 

us, the "Peter the Great," left. tho bay, whic1~ still 

cuntillued rough, and steered towards the east, carrying 

ou board two p rsons, proceeding to rejoin' M. de Demi

doff nn~ tho mn'iuges, which could be better disembai"lwd 

~ Kufra, .... h re they would be substituted for the tclegues ; 

from a heigtt, beneath which the sea spreads out to a 

distance, our ye; followed) for a long time, the course 

of the steamer, tossed by a somewhat. heavy sea. The 

promontory on which we stood was once occupied by the 

old church of Yalta, and amidst its ruined foundations 

wo stumbled over two kulls worthy of t.he grave .digger 

. in "Hamlet.' We mad a. booty of these human 

r mains, of IIl'oud origin doubtless, as they lay thus 

abandoned beneath the vaulted roof of <the sanctuary. 

On a height not far from hence stands the new church 

of Yalta, it charming edifice, of the lightest design, and 

filled with de1icate sculptures. The entrance to the 

interior i thmugh the base of an lcgant tower, while 

• 
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by four of 

;'ing day, we strolled over the environs . 

Two small . vers , which heavy ~ains or the thawing of 

the snow, sometimes convert into torrents, flow into 
• 

the bay of Yalta. The first, which has given its name 

to this modest town, rises at the base of a splendid 
• 

barrier of mountains, intersects a valley covered with 

gardens and orchards, and is lost in the sea, close to the 

very gates of Yalta-. The other river, which runs into 

the sea a little more to the south, near Cape Ai-Todor, 

bears the 'name of Chrimasto-Nero. In summer, a. 

few thread-like streams of clear water straggle-over the 

pebbles at the bottom of a bed hollowed out by a torr/Alt. 

Not that the sources of the river are. defic~ent, ·but "as it 

passes at the bottom of their gardens, the Tatars, skilful 

in thA art of irrigation, exact from the Chrimasto-Nert> 

a. tribute of limpid water. This b~autiful water is drawn 

off by canals ingeniously disposed, land supplies moisture 

to the numerous plantations of toblfcco and hemp. We 

ascended this valley, walking in the bed of the torrent, 

'obstructed at intervals by masses of rock, and at the 
• 

• end of an hour we halted in the midst of a wild and 

grand scene. The torrent divides here at the base of 

an imposing heap of rocks, covered with "a prolusion ot 
pines, larches, and juniper trees, in the midst of which 

1l ~ 

• 
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0. number of elegant peaks rise "boldly in the air, like 

the spires of a gothic cathedral. The air was calm, 

the silenre profound, and the solitu6.e u~p.tOken. 
On retrn.cing our steps, we visited a. \u-ge Tatar 

village, sloping beneath the shOOe of its walnu~ trees 

down to the edge of the torrent. In the geographical 

nomenclature of the east, which delights to designate , 
places according to the picturesque che.racteri<Jtic of their 

aspect or position. this place is (:allpa n;'rtJ·Koui: the 

first of these worda signifies a valley, and Koui is the 

term applied to a. village. The dwellings of the Tatar 

peasants nre erected by preferente on a slope, in such a 

Dlantler ~l~t th~ house" may bo built in the fonn of an 

anf)hithf'f\.t!e, with their batks to the rismg ground. 

Thre~ walls, Of no great height, Conn the sides of these 

humble dwq,llings, the fourth bemg cut mto t.he hill itself; 

several beams supporting a covenng of turf laid upon 

bundles, are solidly established upon these walls, and 

a terrace is thus fanned, which the TataFs have found 

the means of rendering quite impervious to the wet. On 

this terrace, which is kept as clean as the floors in our 

houses, the Tatar peasant lays out his fruit and his· 
seeds. to d.rJ; here he breathes the cool hvening air, and 

chats with his friends and neiRbbc."I11~rom this poet 

of eommanlt, the T&w can see what is goillg en ~ 

when hi. faithfll\ dog. ruoh barking at the WaniJIr. 



YALT A.-liAUHTCH£H-$AHAI. 5 

This terrace constitutes, t1l fact,. the entire house. 

Among all the~S pl£ltforms, there i" oue in particular, , 
diat of the cfobnchi, the mUlIil'iplll chief of the locality, 

whieh is. the public place, tho fomm, where the news 

is exchanged, Rnd the affairs of th'£, village are discussed; 

hero, too, the stranger iq i'eeeivcd during the preparations ., 
for that engel' l lOf:.pitulity, whil'h i~ It surt of religion 

with tllis !)()ople. 

Dcre-Koui, its IO ~\'C'r extremity, I ~ ~hadetl by the 

thick folmge of a forest of large walnut tree:,. 'fIJC Imblic 

foun tain, hlddell LCllMth this gloomy ealJol)Y, ww sur

roundell by group:. of women, whom our fJ.ppellrt\ucc put , 
to tiight. Hunning tllU., througll tl lC shade, 'cnvelOl)!p 

in their Whlic vells, they !luggt':.t.cd tltc notion ' of 

bles!!cd spirits in Elysium. Everyt.hing helpe~ to carry 

out the Virgihan coruparison i the coolness , the silence, 

the murmur of the watol'f:., aud the light f:.teps of ~the 

fugitive~. If you meet them in some narrow pathway, 

they suddenly twn back 0 11 their f:.tel's rather than meeL 

the gaze of an infidel i or if . they are trallquillizetl by the 

distance which separa.tes you, they content tJwmselves 

'with obstinately turning their backs towards 'you; even 

the children, a curious race, seem to llarticipate in this 

horror of strangers. W~ were, however) followed by 

several pretty little boys) with lively ftwes, prudentJy 

kbtlping at a distance, I:Uld ready to make their escape at 
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the shghtest alarm. They took especial delight in seemg 

us shoot doves, wit.h which the th~kly"'oliaged trees of 

Dere-KoUt 11bound. These Tatar child~ are prctty~ 
nimble, and well-~roportioned; they are clad in R. narrow 

• 
sack; and their head!! are covered with a red bonnet, 

from beneath which falls an nbundant 'Crop of hair 

rnti&tically plaited by th~ matrmo.l hand; ,~hcn the clnl<l 

is grown up , the red bonnet 1<; sU/ '(,t'eded by the Llrwk 

shcep-sltin cap, commonly worn Ly lilcsl' peorlf'. Unfor

tunately, when thf' cap is drn.wn well Qvrr til£' forehend, 

the ears orc left outside, and this 1"3 why th<'y flrc alwllYs 

~t'('n to .. stlck ~ut so far from the heaJ. The' flualitles , 
0rtlle full .. grown TImll cOn'c<;pond with tlH~ promise of hi"! 

('htlJ.hood; ~, IS grnc('fully mndC' , qUl ck, fllld rourag(>ous; 

wIth fl. brilbant <'y<', [U1 A.qUlillH' ])05P, and mtelhgPllcc 

Iwummg III rvery feature. He is naturnlly lJle-lt.ll('llC~ <:' 

\<; t" him an ('xqUlsit.C' )llensurc j hut, lww'rthel('ss, ,,"hell 

it is rt>'t]uircd, h(> can (lntiure (h£' gr(>atest hSl'dship and 

fatigue. 

The language sl)oken by· these> men is the Tatar, 

but tho), speuk it with so hot:Lrse and veiled an accent, 

tbat it IS· with difficulty tJ1CY eiU) be *unJ('r~tood, evon' 

by those lIcquuinwd with it. This guttural pronun

cia.tion 8Jl<JeB, no doubt, from their habit of calling 

om to each other in the o,en air from the top of their 

tetrMe8, The tillRge m Dere-Koui, as in the rest of 
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the valley of Ynlta, IS conducted by the Tatars With 

grf'at mtelhgem .... , aad we ha\'e already mentlOned how 

the skilful ¥tnbui'lon of water contributes to mcrea.se 

the general fertlh ty of the land. 

We i'eH'Ived at Aloupl\u, on · tile I tith, a plan for 

our e1l.pe<.htJOlI, embn1.clJlg f'wry Sl)ot 1ll the Taunu& 

worthy the atu"1tlOU of the mqJirer. The first portion 

of.our IOllte fOlmNi In. CIrCUIt un the map of the Crimra, 

tlle PllnClplJ l)Olll~ of wInch were Yaghtcheh.Sru:a1, 

tho (It) of the Khans, and Sc ... a~topol, the gleat no.vnl 
~ 

nr<;enul, w.kmg 1Il the wllO:ri3 anClCllt Cher5.onese, so 

H'lllcu> wIth 111 sW)lcul !lllcl poetlCaJ mClllono.ls. W~ started 

upou tiw, mtC'restmg pllgnmage, provlded WltIl all tIrt 
could make tlil' Journey agreeable and mflitructIvc, and 

ilh' letLCl s kmdly fWlln.lll'd us by tl1£' governor.genera], 

c,ll">Urf'd us 0. favourable rec,C'ptJoll c\ erywhore A firman 

m tlte Hu'>slau n.nd Tatar languagr>s, made us sr>cure as to 

obtrunmg meaus of conveyance and the reqUlstt.e Humber 

of horsoo. Our gwde, ~en L us by. Couut Woronzoff, 

soon hecamr our fmmd; hI~ nlUllc wns MIChael Barbo.~ 

yhnstl, and he was a subaltern.officer, III the company of 

o.ronouts,ofYalt&. 

The Greek trooP~J who are called arnaouts, consist of 

one btl.ttnhon, whose bllCclal duty 18 to guard the 
• 

OQ.&8t of Crunes.. 'The head-quarters are in the httle 

port of Bals.klava, and the troops are stationed out at the 

'Vanous pomts of tile coast where thew presence i!O 
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deemed necesso.ry. The origin of these arnaoutA dates 

from the war betwf'en Russia and .the {)ttoman empire, 

in 1169. A naval furce, composed enti~' of Greeks 

from the Archipelago, po\>erfully ('ontri1.JUwd at that 

time to the success of' the Russum arms; at. the termi. 

nation of the camplUgn, the remnant of this yftliant 

squadron werl' rect"i\,(~tl< on the Husslau wrritOlY, aDd . 
fonned into 0. regiment, ",lnch !:>ubsequently rendered 

reReatod and l'IlgtlW ServIces ag!~m~t the m'3UrrectlODs 

of the 'l'atars. At a lutcr period. UUf., mihtruy eorps 

receivod, together wltlL tIl(' namo of Greek battalion 
• 

of BalaJs.,lavn., 1\ graut of mild; tliC'y thus'" furmed a com-

p~te milit~y colony, the members of wluch, cR.lled out 

at inwrl'als tt serve', devote tliem&<'lvcs during two· thirds 

of tLe year to the peaceful cultivation of tJwu' posses

sions. It is difficult w aecount t01' tile ~urllfWle of 

w:l18£)uts, applied to these Greeks. P(>rimps, should we 

look for the origin of this desigllation in the Greek word .. 

arno" a. sheep, or O{1laki, B. ewe, which would lead to the 

sulPOsition that this small tribe, now settled upon the 

rooks of Balakla.va, is descended from a people of 
shepherds. ' But to proceed: our worthy guide, Micluoel 
.BariIe,...Chrisu) was no sooner in possession of the order 

from Aloupka., than he zealously busied himself eon-
• 

earning the meSas of conveYIill06 which we should require 

to •• ach BaghW>eh.Sarai. 

On the 16th, hefoI'(" six ill the morning. we were aU 



on horseback, and our joyous troo~ was ascending the 

valley of Yalta,ft)llowing in single file the pathway along 

tbe bank of tbe little river, Nine mounted men ~ and 

five Ta.tars on foot, composed our tolerably picturesque 

cavalcade; for our costumes had -Undergone a consider· 

able , change aince the day when our uniforms attracted' 

the attention of the Ila.8Sengers- on board the Danube 

steamer. We had already yielded to Tatar influence, 

and our persons an,d garments exhibited a decidedly 

ori~ntn1 character. We were ourselves struck with the 

strange appearance presented by our party, as they stood 

out in relief against the first declivities.of th~ Ya'd&.' 
• The horses which we rode were of low stature and slig,t 
• • appearance ; but we 'doon learned to esteem ~el.l' excellent 

qualitieg. Indefatigable, and never discouraged, the least 

repose, and the most meagre pasturage sufficed to restore 

their strength; they are as sure of foot on the most 

rugged paths, and on the edge of precipices, as on tho 

bro$dest a.nd most level road. Slo;tV and cautious in 

,descending a steep, they clamber up hill at a- ge.il9p; 

The saddle used by the Tatars consists of a light but 

'liard wooden frame, covered with & thick leathel' cushion; 

the rider, thus raised aloft, and resting on very. ahort 

~s, is so elevated above his steed tha.t he cannot -
preS!!"" ~s . .fl~fi. 'The Tata.rs, 8OOuStomed " to this 

strange" mode of riding," have a. very finn seat;, but. a 



iO YALTA.. -BA.G HTCfl,EII -SA.RAI. 

person unaccustomed to it, requires a certain amount of 

pracuce before he feels entirely at hi!! ease. In this 

fa&h.ton we wended our way, each flanked wltn IllS baggage; 

one With his artist'b sketch.book and havresack, another 

wlth the more fOrIDldalJle hammers of the gt'ologist, and 

some With herbals, iowlmg-}Hf'cC&, and the 'gauze pockets 

fatal to the butterfly. On our pn.ck-horsc!) were heaped up 

provlholoDS, fi'llllng.ncts, doaks, cookmg and ('amp uten

sil!'; , kPgc; of spmtb of wme, aud the hgllt pOltmanteauh 

contammg OUI town hnblhment!>, Such was our gro

tesqu<, procc;,slOll, as It It-ft the neighbourhood of Yalt&. 

We 'ferc f,Oon slowly ascendmg large rouuu hills, 

a.\9ng the (sides of which the lmth .. lal:ts at a genUe 

iriehnata.on; of or It would be llnpos..,lble to aU.(·mpt a 

!hl'cct path over these' fpgantw cones. It was wonderful 

t.o see our hWe horses clambenng ov(>r the loose rolling 

:;001\68, the clatter of whlCh still echoed through the 

valleys, ev('u after the cavalca.de hud reached the summit. 

In 0. more cle\'ated~reglOll, we met with a fine growt,p of 

PlIleS, as elega.nt as those of Italy: they flounsh mar· 

vcUously lD the immense ravines of the Yalla, but on 

the higheSt peaks they become stunted and UTeguIaJ.. 

This fine tree, tile pinu. tcwrica, IS the natural dispenser 

el lhade in these countries; It proteGts beneath its 

gloomy foo"!!o tho inferior hill. of the chain. of Crimea. 

After b..g on a plateau ct.rpeIed with moss, beneolh 
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the shalla of these splendid pines, we beg~u once moro 

to climb the heigtlts. 

You first ascend, lU a. slanting, directioll, the steep 

sides of an immense conical mountain, tllickly covered 

with wood, following ~ path which seems to have been 

torn open by the lightning; you proceed along the 

edge of ft pr(1cipicc, which wind~ now to the right and 

now to the loft, ILnd sometimes you Jmve to crogS the 

rosine on the trunkfl of trees. Af> you ascend further, 

the prospect stretches out in the disinncc, while the 

vaulted' foliage of the oB pines grows thicker. When 

you have thus climbcJ the sides of this- cone.dothed 

with !:inch a vigorous veget3.tion, you find fl, nak:d plat.ofll' 
~ 

wIH'mcc, l)y an cnsy slope, you rOllch tIle summit of 

the mountain; and having attainod this oicyation, wmoh 

is not Jess tlum nine lmndre<i metros, you perceive, to 

your grcn.t delight,. the !3wcetest little stream of mur

muring water that ever quenched a tmveller's thirst. 

At the topmost crown of the .Yai'la;, at a place 

called Stille Bogus, we enjo}'ed the most magnificent 

panorruna in the primea. The picture is bounded to 

' the south by the- sea, and this blue horizon b1ends with 

the transp8l'ent tints of the a.tmosphere. At the furthest 

extremity of a magnificeut sheet of verdure appeared 

Yalta, .with its azure bay, and its ships sparkling in the 

~'idat . vf the ' waters. To the north and to the 'west 
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the scene bears a different aspect , and the eye gazes 

upon a succession of little mountains; reminding one 

of the montes exuitavenmt sicut arietes, untir it rests on 

the Tqha-dir-Dagh, the giant of the Tauric Alps. 

Descending the re'terse slope of Stille-Bogas, the 

foliage appears less thick; the trees, less straight in 

their growth, bend ben'eath the nonhern blast; and it 

is not until we coone to the deep ravines, that we find 

once mu1't~ Ule wnn.o tints and ncb tones in clIe land-
• 

scape, coloured by the light of the setting sun.. It was 

not without extreme fatigue that we rencheu a large 

village, ~itua.te-j at the bottom of a valley, accessible , 
by paths which only goats, or the horses of the Tatars 
• ca.n follow. • Seventl times, when we came to frightful 

declivities, opr intrepid steeds allowed themselves to 

slide down on their four feet. It will be easily magined, 

therefore, that the village of Bouyou~k Ouzen-Batch was 

hailed with delight by our weary troop. Hospitality was 

offered us i and while coffee was being prepared, our 

attentive guide, the brave Michael, set about procuring 

us fresh horses, in lieu of the over-W6urv steeds which 

hod brougfit us. 

T'O a spring in the neighbouchood, Ouzen.Ba.teh OlreS 

its uame j Ba.tch 8ignifying head, and Ouzen 8. ri'nllet.. 

As t\Ifo villages in ibis canton derived their na.1hes frMD' 
the same .cirolUDstance, the Ta.tars have distinguisttfd 
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,hem by the tenns, little (Koutdwuk), and great (Bouyuuk); 

It was in the l&k.er, .Ouz(>n.Batch, that we ohanged our 

horses. The room m wluch we wore received'was fitted 

with remarkable taste j tht walls and ceiling were lined 
• 

with wood, divided mto panels Sk'llfully flUished. TIle 

ground was coveted with f\ rnrpet of bnlhe.nt colours, 

and along three Slues of 1 he \rall \\ as a broad and 

vcry low conch i 8. smull l'llimlley, III the Conn of 8. 

niche, hollowed out. in Ule wAll at about three foet 

from tho ground, contalOed the remnants of u. fire. It 

must be conf(>')scd that thl'il bospllllble abode was 81lllp1y 

n colfee-house for the receptIOn of the Id~; but wInch, 

at this hour of tbe day, usually devoted to ·sleep, wis 
• • deserted. The mhub)tants of Bouyouk-Ouzrn-Batch arc 

act.l.ve and industrIOUS, above nIl other 'I'lltars. Their prin

cipal occupation Ib that of whcelwnghts , the quantit.y of 

wheels IOOde by tlif'IU hE'mg very conSlderable; long 

trams of twenty pairs of wheels and more, made fast 

together by a long pole, are drawn fq>m Ouzcn-Batch to 

Central primea, where the continual employment of cars 

e,nsures them a re.ady salf'. 

On leaving the village, with its gardens an.]: orchards, 

a iong portion of road is traversed, where the vegetation 

is §c.anty and the soil stony; the progress along this road 

is extreme;!y difficult, as it lies in the bed of eo dned-up 

wrrent.., the br€'M.th of which indicates that at the 
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penods of It.s height, It must be extremely Impetuous; 

Itt. last, you reach a. vale bristlmg with little corucal 

elevations of schist alld day, upon \\LICh the effects of 

the ram has left a number of furrows and cunous . 
mdent.atlOub. M. de~Nol'dlllann, to whom tIw country 

was familiar, htU! strongly urged u'> to penelrftt(' moo 8 

large volley, wlnclt M slUd \\ ould greatly shor ten thp 

journey to Baghtcheh.Sal'Rl; but 1!('l'c the memory of 

OUT savant failed hllTl; aud our Awueh, Wit h theU' habits 
• of submlbslOlI , wcr!' not til(' l1('oplo to set us flglit. 

After pnssmg t.hrougb a SUcee%lOll of JlIruJows liTIgated 

by the lunpltl, wflt.er-; of a prett.y rIVel , we- w('re obhged , 
~ ltuot to

l 
turn lit lhe (hrectlOH of Lbe m,Juntmm, plamly 

-ilsl'Ule to "'i, 8urroundmg the b'1'l't\t Tatar (,Ity. All 

tl105e mountums rue a11ke; the) fl.rr crowllpd With nn.tul'tl.l 

walls , which- give them the appearance, from u. rustance, 

of iO many forb"e5ses. 

Tho sun was already limkmg towanl<i the honron , 

a.nd the C&rth'8.n, (atigned by a. long day's Joumey, was 

oooomlll g more and more dlbpmted, some of ~ur party 

wnnderlOg in putsUlt of CurlOUS blrd~ several of wLuch 

fell victiofs to tllts unexpected mvaslOnoof their solitude: 
• 

Wheneler we met Wlth QIly inhabitant of these region,s., 

our perplexity was rather increased than othenrise . 

.Ba@lltcb.elt~&n..!, one would say, is now not more tb.an 

four versta hen(;e; with the next, we had. elght '1'eJitS 
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to travel. Meanwhile, the moon was rising, atHl showed 

her disc above tWe mountAins, reddened by the vapours 

of the evening. Michael nud two of our colleagues, 

wbose horses still exhibitA1d some freshne~s, ga.1,loped 

a-head, in order to oht.u.ill lodgi~ gs; the 'rest of our 

jaded party following in their track IlS best tJley could. 

We soon fU'rived in the midst·of the aforesaid rocks, 

fantastically heaped III the semhhUlce of nunpnrt.'i, as 
though by tbe hand oJ !-lome Vaubrm of the supcrnntuml 

world; hoping shortly to find, undf'.r fLny cil'cnmstnnces, 

at least shelter and 11 night's rest: but imagine OUI' 

cruel disflppoilltmcnt on n :n.ching tlw pl»wau, . to find 
• a burren solitude; no 4;itv, no light."!; !\ vast, ccholel"l 

• # 

plain, on which the hoofs of our lwrses Roundod as 

on the pavement of those Ifl.rgc public squareH in I taly. 

An hour passed away in crossing tilis dec~itful desert, 

when at last the hnrking of dogs reached us, and aofew 

lights were seen glimmering in thn (li~}lthR of a sort 

of gulf which lay Ilt our feet; t!lfln oqly were we enabled 

to distinguish through the hnze the glittering spireR of 

the minarets. A , steep 810])e, turning as it descclld~ , 

brought us to the (,dgc of A. small river, bil.llked up 

by:a stone quay. We alighted at the threshold of a 

large oriental archway, surmounted by a. square pavilion; 

&" ,.aenbnel l'ooognised us, and we were admitted into an 

immen8~ " , court-yard, surrollnded by light nnd elega.nt 
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buildings of unequal. sizes, tbe moon JlghtlDg up' their 

brilliant f~.o.des.' We were in thl9 paktce of the Khans 
• 

of the Crimea, that histoqcal abode-the Palace oj 

Garden,s-tp which Baghtcheh-S8.1'al owes its significant 

appellation .. 

There was no illusion this time-we hnd now really 

attained the goal. ,Ve were not now in Vienna, tlle 

gay capital, nor Pesth, the proud queen of young 

Hungnry j nor on the Danube, wi~ its inundated shores, 

its foaming eddies bearing down tranquil sterun-boats: 

no, ·nor Bukharest or Yassy, (:lLies dise.oloul'ed by the 

pallid )nstitw,ions of the east. We were ill f\ perfect 

f'&Stern Sarru, a palace of the Arabian nights; we were 
~ 
on thoroughly Asiatic ground. What voi(;t~ is thll.t 

singing above our hends? It is the 1\fm~slim. Close 

to us, then~-, in the silent cemetery, sleep sixty khaos , 

"'"00 have made this palace their abode; just, or wicked, 

they have lived and stirred withiu t.hese walls. To. 

morrow, we shaJ.l Jook upon their narrow sepulchres .; A 

stream, hidden by the grs$s,_ munnurs at their feet a 

monotonous chaunt denr ~e inhabitants of the grave.. 

The Climea. belongs to ~,ia, and ~ Russia. has fAith~ 
fully preserved the traditio~s of this poetical come~ of 

itB _lmIQ,ense empire .. The p&l8C~ of Baghtc.heh .. Sara.t ,j~ 

()pE!1l: to Vis.itors as before j and '.& . hospitality worthy. 'the 
pasL~ee· .is Qft'ered to them ,.in ' the· buil~8 . ~b, 
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from all timC', hllvc been rc<;ervrd for the reception of 

the daily guest • A -large wing of tPIC pruacc, thnt 

which faces the nvcr, contains the pnvntc apartmcnt~ 

Standing at the tU"ChWflY, and lnoking towards tllt3 interior 

of the enclosed buildmgs, W the nght nrc St'CH, besides 

the dwelling of the khans, th(' hArem, the blltl!<i, the 

private gardens, !l.nd it lofty to~('r, tennillHtcd hy 1\ , . 
terrace cnclo'5cd with thick rn.ilings To th!" left, fl 

large mosque j" ldelltified by it'> slender minaret'> ; th" 

cemetery surrowlds two lnrgc futl('rcru pn.vilion"l, !llltl , 
tho whole is encircled with buildmg~ occupied by 

sl.'rvnuts and official!;. The extremity of t~o ~oq;t~Y fl;)11 

Immediately opposite 15 occupied by 11 kiosk, '(ormlfl~ 

an entrance to the stables, and by 0.. modern "f6untalll 

in the oriental st}le, shaded by willows, !mJ 1.eanng 

the initials of the Emperor Alexander j a ll tlnl})hithco.tr,' 

of gardens forills the bo.ck~ground of tins plcturo, tilt' 

furthest plane being the large wall of roc,h, ~o cUTlou"ly 

regular, within which the city IS enclosl:'4i, 

We were assigned, for our lodgings, two chambers of 

clean appearance, furwshed with two couches, cowred 

With morocco leather; an amount of uceominodatioll 

altogether insufficient for our numerous pnxty. This 

WIS, howeTer, of littl e consequence, for after sixteen 

hours' riding, the matting on the floor made the softest 

ui'~. ;At the same time, in order to repair the loss 

VOL, n. c 
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sustained dunng a long fast, we sent for provisions

a tiling not easily obtruned at so late an hour To our 

tomplete surpn <;(' , it wa<; not loug beforo two enormOUB 

wshrs werf' tnumpllfllltly placed on tile whIc by our 

gUJdcs. One of the::.e whhcs cOIlUu ued a mountain of 

sheep's trott.ers, bodC'd, ami. on Lh(' other was heaped a. 
• 

hecatomb of heau .. , corn>:.;pondmg wIth the aforcsrud feet; 
• 

the latter d18h, bOU1Cwi Jll.t too ori('utul 1D appearance, 

was resIgned to our Tfttars. 

We were still a'31('cp when thf' !;oun &hone upon us, 

hut w (' lo&t BO tlllle in seemg and Judgmg, by day

light, ,ul tllI,U had :,0 chfil'1Dcd Ub under the soft 1)eamo; 
< 

Jf thr -moon. The fine palace lost notiJlng by tho 

changc": all thus\;! coqucttJ,.,h, unequal, contrasting cUi. 

orcs, ovcrshttdowcd by large red roof~, and ('O\ered V.lt,h 

pnintiugR, mmgl(ld WIth mottoes a.nd d CHCCS, H.ppeared 

to us full of ChtlIllllllg b'l"ac(' and frc!-.lm e'Ss: tllO nume~ 

rouS court-yards-tllt:' gardells, somewhat too denuded of 

shade, Lut refreshed by the wfl<,e1e'lS flow of fountaillS

the discreet and j<"ruoru: wn.Jls of the han-m ;-alJ tilese 

scenes, so now'l to us, at ouce rivetted our attention; 
• 

hut we deferred a more detwlcd !3Ilrvey W another 

occasion. After being politely received by M. &bovitch, 

the stewnrd of the palQ("e, for whom the governor-general. 

had gnen us a letter of introduction, we dispen.ed in 

different dirtctions over the city, each bent on the special 
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object of his stndles: one visIted the mountains, whose 

singular formatioJ!, obtervcd on the previous-night, ire. 

sented a fine geological problem; another, little caring 

for khans, those monarchs of ye~terday, proceeded. to 

mterrogat.e the PR.8t in 1tJ. UlO<;t - venerable sn.nctuw-y, 

loudlO.g himself WIth large fosslls---gtgmluc oysters, relics 

of au age to wJnch the human· mmd can assign 110 

date; the plants of the desert Rttmctt'a a tlurd; while 

the beautIful fact's, a,ml th(" pI('turesqu('\y dllll.pulu.ted 

houses encount.cred III ever) illrcctlOn, furllisheu. a fourth 

WIth subjects for Ius penCll. WIth the'3!! vaned mouves 

did we ramble' over the CIty !Old lts environ') 

BaghtchC'h.Surlll 'ht ~ III the bosom of 0. narrvw vnl]C'Yt • 
bristling with large rube-bhapeJ tech, whieh serm rC'ooy 

to fall down and crush it. A !:>mull nver, tltC' DJourouk

Sou, flows at the bottom of a ravtne: tlllS m'ulct, w}lOse 

name, sigtllf)mg fetId w<Iowr, by no mean!> Imphes. a 

:mJ.umny, brars no analogy With the heauuful bprmg'> 10 

wmch the natn'es dellg11t. For 8 long ipace thiS Clty was 

:he residence of the khans of Crimea, who took a pride in 

~mhellishing lts palace, the Rbode of their power; It was 

.rom hence, while -lapt in the softest luxury, that they 

na.uifested themselves to their subjects. Baghtchch. 

3aral, which bas been several tunes sacked, and even· 

;ually fell a conquest to the Empress Catherine, has 

moe more become a. purely Tatar city, a:nd the only one 

c 2 
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in Crimea which has preserved, without admixture, the 

characteristics of this interesting nhtiorf. 

A long street, stretching along the Djourouk-Sou, 

constitutes in itself almost the entire city. The housei 

and gardens rise up (In either side, on the steep sides 

of the narrow valley. Several mosques are grouped in 
r 

the midst of trees, and raise their minarets above the 

dwellings. As to the general style of architecture, it 

pr~sents nothing remarkable, unless it be in the con

struction of the chimnies, which are in the form of 

little pointed turrets, admitting the light through a 

numb~.r of topenings. The principal street is lined 
r 

("(;;hroughout with the shops of tradesmen and artificers, 

in which Tatar industry is exhibited in all its primitive 

simplicity, producing daily the same articles as it fur~ 

nishfld two centuries ago; neither fashion nor caprice 

httve altered these unchangeable productions one tittle. 

The coarsest kind of pottery, the commonest cutlery, 

a great variety of. articles in morocco leather, babOuebes, 

saddles, belts, purses, &c.-such are the wares exhibited 

in their shops, which are a sort of raised stall, in which 
tlle shopkeeper sits tailor-fashion. 

In the workshops, cart and wheel-making goes 011; 

th sho iug of oxen, and carding and winding cotton. 

Then come the pastry-cooks, butchers, and barbers

important personages; poets, censor and politicians, to 
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whom a large pair of spoctacles sometimes LDlparts a 

pecuho.r air of gra"ity ~ then the turners, patiently boring 

cherry or jessamine Rtiuks into the long l)ipes so much 

1Il request in tho western world. .All these people exhibJt 

8Jl sir of calmness nt their work, d'nd buy and &cU with 

dignity. 'The Jew ka.rtums, memoors of n pccuhnr scct 

of the IsraeliLes j of whom wo shall have occllSion to 

speuk hereafter, reserve to themselves the trade 11l • 
stuffs, mcreery, and colonial produce. From the top 

of n. high rock in the neighbourhood. where they haVl~ 

('staLli&hed their abode, tilcse sectariaJls come down 

every mortuug, ntul entice the cUlltomer int() thCir lJri';atc 
• warehouses. We e(LllllOt Olmt mentlOnmg. tll{) enormou" 

heap of pastecs with which till!:> long street is filled. 

At this S('QSOll, the pustec is an article of consump. 

tion in momentary request-an ever.recurring necessity . . 
-and constitutes almo!:>t the sale food of an ent!rc 

people, notwithstanding those rules of diet wInch 

should bo obwrved in warm climates .• To conclude on 

the subject of this street, which is e. eity in itself, Ict 

us· add that it is irregularly pa.ved, a.nd tha.t during the 

day it is continua11y traversed by a multitude of those 

cars with creaking axles, already descrIbed by us. A 

few branch streets -trrmma.te upon this central and 

animated trunk of the CIty; thc"c are like 80 many 

sub1p'bs, innabited by the lower elMS, and contain only 
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a number of houses, hermetically closed, Without any 

look out, like su many private prisofis· on the public 

way. In tlle very centre of the long rndii formed by 

the city and its approaches, are spread the buildings 

and garden's of the palace. I t is entered over a stone 

bridge, and through the elegant Archway which was so 
. . 

timcly opened tile evening before, to our wearied and 

sCllttered cnra"nn. Numberless i.nscriptions adorn the 

exterior of this royal abode. Scilrce:ly 0. door but has 

its sentence or tnlismrmic cypher mingled with the 

pruntings with which every pand in the building is 

invarilVlly dl!:'Comtcd ; such ns groups of flowers and 
o 

rmit, fafe IlOd. fanciful birds, nnd graceful scrolls, whose 

crude colouring holdly contrAsts with the white ground 

of the wlllls. A t the time of our visit, however, the 

"I,wac(' of the khans was fresh from the restoring hands 

of~ Ute architect. 

M. Elson, 11 skilful artist, had just completed hiR 

tnstefullo.bollrs, ftl?"d lln(l rCRtored these"dilapida.ted o.bodes 

"to" " fl.ll their pristine splendour. Rich " furniture, arid 

docorations full of the :.;uin ute detail so chl:l.mcteristic." of 

~he orn8.ment.a1 art of the east, hM oompleWd " this 

kingly work of restoration. Ali the apnrt:.mcnts are ~hl:JW; 
hung with precious ' tissues, lind furmshed with 4i~ari~. 
"earpets;"and matting recendy brought from COn8tanti~~1~. 
:"H~ls. "ci~:sem. IllJartments 01 all dimensions . "~~1f"e~'~ 
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on the same level, succeed each otber, and connect 

themselves 'with J.he ,nost curious absence of any regular 

design. Feebly ligMed by painted windows, these elegont. 

retreats are all shining with varnish, sparkling with 

mother-o'-pearl, cryst..'l.ls, gold nnd iilvcr brocade, adorned 

with costly furniture, and perfumed with balmy odours. 

Such is this palace of wonders, m which all the dreams 

of the most teeming imaginR.tion are found realised. But 

who could enumerate' ~l the windings of this lllb)'l;nth, 

its nUlTIru·ous and secret. passages, its warble haths, the 

discreet witnesses of those sensual plcasw-cs of the east, 

which Europe invents, but knows not I 'We hllYC ulready 
• • 

mentioned a In.rgc wwer in the gnrden, surro~un tcd ~ 

a gilt trcllice; here, we arc told,. pne of the khans bre~ 

his fwcons; another converted it to a platform, on which 

his women came in the cool of the evening to cast a 

curious alld furti,,·e glance at the surrounuing country_ 

Within the high walls of the harem, that second paluce, 

wh~ch also has its baths of spouting water, and its cool 
• 

vestibules of marble, we peered inquisitively into tho 

women's apartments, but they are now deserted , and barely 

such few traces COIl bo seen of thoir fomler fllmiture and 

appurtenances as a few latticed windows brillilUltly stained, 

and one or two Venetian Iooking-glusses, which once 

reflected the rounded features, pencilled eyebrows, QJld 

vermil)ion lips of the listJess favourites. Within these 
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wnlls languished. in captivity the fa.ir Marie Pototsko., the 

gentle christian; Morie, the pur() nne. poetical idol of 

the most indomitable and the most generous of all 

dw lords of this ptllace. rouschkine, the noble and 

unfortunate poet Wh06C' cruel deR.th was wept over by his 

European bret.hren, by whom his nnIDe, his glory and 

his verses nrc venerated, hns immortalised thc moumful 

histol)' of tliC'ir loves in hnrmonious stmins. such tlS 

he alone could filld. 

TIm, pa.laeo of gardellS, thr (thad" of the SOYCrelgns 

of the Crimea, might, with equal propriety, have been 

cnlkd the PLll(l.CC of Founlaiufi: the living strC'um flows 
• 

~1 all In:cctions; it winds beneath the wuJls, through 

-the glmlcm:., in the vestibule'!, like the blood in the veins 

(If hC'ruLhy youth. Among nll thrse pleasant fountains 

must be mentioned thos(' adorning the grand v65ti1u}(', 

twillS of the most beautiful construction, All the deliCACY 

of oricnW toste, nil thc genius and grncc of eastern 

urcwwcture are epitomised in the<;c two founto.ins, covcred 
• 

with lIgh t nmhesques sculptured in relief, ilie gilt por-

lions of WlllCh h£U"moniscd most feli{.-itousiy with the bright 

eolours (If the rest. It is one of .these monuments, 

that on the' loft, which inspired the verses of Pouschkiue. 

A crowd of inscriptions are interwoven with the rich 

ornamentM of tlil" fouutains, which we found translated 

in a work M us~fui WI it is creditable, published by 
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M. Montandon, a foreign SRvant inhabiting this conntry, 

and modestly eniitle3, "A Guide to the Crimea." Ou 

the latter fountain, which goes by the name of the 

Fountain of Marie, are inscriLC'tl the following phrases, 

so instinct with the peculiar emphaiis of the cast. 

.. Tho face of Baght.chch.Sanu iB made Joyful by tho bonuficont 

care of Krim·Ghenu, the mdiant. HIB Mtering baud hath quenched 

tho thirst of the Iaod. . 

.. If there be another fonntaln liko unto this, Jot It como forth !Iud 

wow Itself. 

" Vamascu9 and DagdrnJ. have Wlinf's;wd mOllY tlullg~, Lut so oowtlful 

n fOlloliun havo thoy not boheld " Tholl foUoWll the date, J 170. 

• • On the ot.her fountain, KnI)lan.OherQJ.Khall, the , 
fountler implores t.he divine mercy in his owu bohai.' 

and that of t.he sinners of his face . 

Noxt. to these geml'l of architecture, th('se enchanting 

monuments of Damascene ornament, the most poetical 
• 

of the fountains of Baghtcheh-Saral, is decidedly t.hat 

constructed over t.he spring which trickles through the 

phmts and shrubs of the narrow cC.metery, and runs 

at the feet of the tombs of thc khans. We have already 

descnbed tho sit1!a.tion of tJlO cemetery, and oC the two 

rotwl(las, each surmounted by a vast cupola. Beneath 

these i.arge domes, ranged in a. line, are the sepulchres 

of a certain number of sovereigns j and here, too, 

their wives have found a resting-place. All these tombs 
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are in the form of 8. bier, the upper side of which is of 

an 8.Ugular shape: .at the head is , pl~d 8. high 8ton~, 

the top of which is sculptured in the shape of a turban j 

in some of them, the veritable turban of the khan is 
• 

deposited, crowning .the funeral monument with its 

tattered folds. The tombs of til£' women arc distin

guished by the peculiBrly shaped cap srulptured at their 

hend, the fonn of which bea.rs fl. great resemblance to 

the toq'IU worn in France by the members of the bar. 

llehind these sepulchral edifi ces extends a small enclosure, 

thickly coyereu with verdure, growing ill irregular tufts; 

within it are, contained a number of monuments· in white 

r;narble, sculptured with 11 variety of ornaments in fPIief. 

'At tile time when war dC<iolA.t cd the soil of Crimea., 

Bagbtchch-Snrlll was sacked, and a number of these 

tombs were profanely violated; but th('se nets of sn.crilege 

were repressed; respect for the dead triumphed over the 

fury of the conqueror, and this last refuge of the rulers 

of the Crimea was once morc em-eloped in silence and 

peace. 
Towards the evening of the 17tb of August, a fre~h 

company" of visitors came to inhabit. the palace; they 

were four in number, one being a youug lady, &00 

they bad come at the Bame time with us from ,Odessa, 

to perform a sbort pilgrimage to these localities, so 

attractive to travellers. They greeted us with politeness, 
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and we joined compf:U1Y to visit the grand mosque of 

the p~8.Ce. We entered by tbe sid~ fronting the public 

road: our attention was first engaged by a fo~ntain 

placed in the midst of 0. vaulteu n.partment; the water 
• 

fillis in dustering jets into a. large. basin, from which it 

escnpes by a great ,number of li ttle spouts, thus allol\;ng 

twenty of the faithful to perform tlufu religious ablutions at 

the sruno time. You then pass into n spacious vestibule, 

nnd thence into the m?~que, 111is interior is very vast; 

n. few painted windows, of Sl. bcnutiful blue, n.droit a dim 

light. The gro~t}(l is covered with carpets and matting. 

Opposite tlw door, a circlllar niche filled r'ith pieces of 
• 

sculpture in stane, sinks into the wall; t.his is"the sanQ-

tuary; the holy of holies. In the middle of the nav~ 

hangs a large chnudclier, the wooden branches of which 

forrn a st.ur with twelve points; nt each point is suspended 

n. small lamp from which long tilken loops desceJld. 

There nrc no seats, few ornaments, a smail number of 

books, IUld a largo quantity of tapers. enormously thick, 

painted in bright. colours. While we were contemplating 

t4is simple yet imposing interior (for what religious 

monument is tlot imposing 7) the shrill voi~ of the 

Moslem WQ.<; heard calling the faitllful to pra.yers. The 

minarets contain within their narrow compass a dark 

staircase into which the crier slips, and reappears at an 

openillg upop. ·1\ raised platform. AP. soon as the chaunting 
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had resounded towards the four cardinal points, and 

called together the ~thful, we saw tho ~ood Mussulmaos 

a.ppear, headed by the moullah. The thick tapers were 

lighted, nnd without noticing our profane presence, the 
• 

true believol's, drawn up in a row, from which the moullo.h 

alone stood apm, and, facing tho niche, commenced the 

prayer of tho Nha.maz~ 

Tho congregation, among whom we observed seveml 

hadjis, with their white turbans, the distinctive badge 

of the pious pilgrims to Mpcca, after raising both hUIlds 

to their en.rs, began 0. S('riCb of genuflc;'ions and pros

trations, exc9utod with the regularity of machinery . 
• 

'fhe monUah alone muttered it few prayers, interrupted 

1ron~ time to time with the formula-Allah ek Less I 

Allah kherim! God is great! God is merciful I-which 

he pronounced in an intelligible voice. We noed not 

ob~ervc that the piCftls BSsembly had left upon the 

cru-pet of the vestibule an imposing row of Labouches, 

among which all!' European shoes had respectfully 

taken their places. 

The foUowing day. the entire morning. was devoted 

to tUl inOOre.sting excursion. Our hories, which we had 
ordered at an early hour I did not make their appearance 

till eight o'clock, according to invarinble custom, against 

which it would be vain to contend. The interval of 

delay was filled up by &!lother visit to the paIaoe, 
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when we were introduced into the aplU'tments on thr, 

first-floor. The na.m~ dazzling luxury, the srune sensual 

refinement in all the minutJre of life, were exhibiwd 

here also. The rooms prepared for the reception of 

the emperor and emprcss on thCir next journf'Y. dis

played an espccial df'gmc of elcganc~ and costlincss . 
• 

Everywhere the f'ye uwelt upon precious vnscs filled 

with flowers, and crystal howls containing gold fish 

The rich carpets and. finely-woyen mattings with which 

the floors arc covered haW' nothing to fear from the. 

contact of leather; for hcr~, as at the. mosque, tilC 

visitors leavf' their sho(,s at the door. We mpst not 

forget, erc concludmg the description of this elegmft • 
palace, to observe that it would hE"' a mistake to imagine 

that the residences of castern sovereigns can bear any 

comparison with the grandeur of our royal palaces in 

Europe. The opart.ment~ in Bnghtcheh-Sarnl, like those 

of all the Saral in the east, are built on the most 

narrow scale. Dut what distinguishe$ this palace above 

all similar edifices, is the exquisite taste and perfection 

of the innumcmble details with which it is filled, Wld 

'which would still chann the eye, though seen for the 

hundredth time. 

At last, the Tatar ~teeds were heard neiglring in 

the court-yard. A pretty horse, elegantly caparisoned, 

and carrying 8. red saddle, was provided for thn foreign 



30 YALl'A.-IIAOHl'CHEH-SABAl. 

lady whom we had met on the previous evenmg. Our 

cavalcade, thus augmented, took tlfe road towards 

TchlOUfout-Gulch. the Fort. of the J ('ws, as the hUle 

town of the karalms 18 called. the ouly CIty ill the 

world exclusi,'ely inhlblted by J('w~; a meagre parody 

of Slon, a clly banished to the 8ummlt of a rock, and 
• 

appropnate to a peopl~ to wborn UIC enure earth IS a 

land of exile. 

To f'm(>rgc frnm the defile of Dllghtcheh-SaTlll, jon 

pass through tl long btrcet, whose appearance 1), Duscrablc 

enough. On reachmg .thl" cJ...tr('mltyof the ('lty, a new 

city IS pntRred; but It IS one wIthout a DlUl1l', like the 

f eoplc who dwell III It. lmagmc the most extraordmary 

nssembly ot half-clad sf.l.,'ng('s, hvmg m cnves instead 

of hou:::.es,-Hlthy uenc;, hollowed out hy the hand of 

nature, or the grudgmg labour of sloth, 10 the slde~ 

of· the large rockK whICh surround the valley. A 

numerous mbe of I:PPSICS found thf'se abodes reatly

made, and accommodated them~clve'i, wIth thrlr natural 

mdolence, to tillS troglodjte eXistence'. Such IS the 

l'hosen capItal of thIS lll1'Serable rMC', and here do they 

delight to spread their squnlor bC'nea.th the sun. In 

aU directions, filthy rags are seell hanging from the 

rocks; the blue smoke, curling along the lofty sides 

of tjle mountain, and a number of battered utensils 

scattered. out, complete the picture presented by this 
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wretched, community of outcasts, At tho sound of our 

horses' hoofs, it \rns ·wonderful to s(>e these swarthy, 

emaciatE'd children, and scraggy women, aprmg from 

their kennels like Dlonkeys, aLretC'hmg forth thClr hands 

with 8. thousand coutortlOllb and 1n8.1l.lculll.te cnea,-a 

sad spectacle of humA.1l dcgradauon j and yet, evon 

here, one is n.st onlshed to find occasionally a phy

siognomy, though certamly Ul a groat mmon!.y, pre

sentlUg tho ty1'(, of ASUl.!.IC beauty j fine young women, 

walking in their scanty mg" WIth the dignity of stage 

queens; YOUlI£, mell, with 1\ bold deu'11nmed deportment, 

an eagle's glance , and block ghsiknmg lu-ur .falhng. about 

the graceful and pure outlmcs of !.lwrr countenances. 

But thesc beautJ.ful remrons of Il. race now degraded 

nre dlUly yanishmg:; a.nd thc traveller who pil.Sses 

through thiS valley bettrs uwuy With hun litO" more 

than a reelms of wsgU'it at bO llluch degradatIOn, 

Further Oil , the bt'cne changes; the momcut you 

have left belUl~d you the strewn of -PJourouk-Sou, amI 

you begin to astend out of the vallE"Y of Bagh1.cheh. 

Saral, you observe on your nght a. mass of rocks 

sYmmetncally arrtrnged by the hand of natt&e, like 

all those seen in the llelgllbouthood, At a certain 

eleva.b.on, and m the rock itself, numerous excavations, 

oommunicating Wlt.b eecll other by hght external ,a}
leries, extend to a. conSiderable distance along the 
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perpcmli('ular face of the mountain. This . is the Mo. 

nask>ry of the Assumption. THe t!ppronch to it is 

through a deep ra.vine, and a number of otono steps 

cut out of the rock lead to tins rerial abod('. A little 

chapel, within which the chisf>ls of the monks havr 

carved out a. few rude pdlllrS, forms the most remark. 

able apartment in the whole SUItE> of c&\'cms. The 

convent lS inhabited by n Greek priest, nud every Yf'(tl', 

on the 15th of August, he is visited by the whole 

Christian populntlOn of the Crimen, who on that duy 

perform a ptlgrlmagc to tJlC holy pl rtre. If w(' nre to 

heheve our .guides, these grottoes \\ere excavated at It 
• 

.pr.riod when the Greek religiOn was the object of inve-

terate persecution on the pm of the Mus'>ulmnns. 

\Vo ascended by a narrow path along the bare and 

sltppery rock. Two fountams on the slope of the 

JlU)untain furnish the necessary supply of water to 

Tchioufout-.Galeh, and accordmgly a continual procession 

of mules and dq,nkeys, hulon with long. narrow casks, 

is seen ascending and descending this pa.th during 

the whole day. Tchioufout-Galeh was several hundred 

feet petpendicularly above our heads\ and its houses, 
~ 

built on the very edge of the rock, overhang the vatten 

precipice in a fearful manner. All aroUDd is white, dry 
• .and burnt up in this ravine: one last steep, resemWing 

• 
8. precipice lather than a path, conducted U8 at last 
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to n plll.trOf) n, npoll whlt'h Opt'H thl' gal('''1 .If tho 

ti>wn. 

:\1ore t.hl\1l tW('nty TRi~all ", forrmdnhly' armed with 

fiddles, aWlufRd hert' to givf' 11 R nnl :1 vcry lutrmoniou"! 

greeting, tl Ilumber (If tnmbourinc'f tormiuA" th(' secon!1 

rank of Utia discordant troop. Surrounded hy ihi"! (,Reart, 

we had to prOCf'cd at fI. wa.lking pMe, liS thol1gh in 

triwnphul proct"sslOn, through tIl(' narrow .. tr('ct<, of thl' 

town, whose only pflV('rr;C'ut J<, t.hC' UlH'( jUuJ surfll.l.·p of tIll' 

rO(,k Itself. An 1l"""lIlhlug'(' of howls, !Ullin. ff'w WflllH'll\ 

fuech 11cC'Plllg furtlvdy at us, ('onstltutell fLU 1,11., ntlractlOll .... 

of this promenade , winch ternllnat.eJ (In ar~ open. SPnA'P 

almost entU'f'ly lsolntt~d lIy Jt<; il1lwccsslblr- situatIOn, ov('r 

looking thr vnlle), of th(' ]~i/)ul'ouk~Sou from a Yf'rtl('nl 

hejght of .')00 feet. ft W[lS JH' r f', WI' WE're jnformf'u, that. 

the khans weft' !)'c('ustomcd to ko('p Rt.ag<> for the chase. 

Having vi:;ik>d thj" curiosity, th(' next sight IS th(' 

romantic tomb of a daughter of olJe of the khaus, whos(> 

life is said to have been a. tissue of the most marvcllouA • 
and intricate advent\ll'es, worthy the tales of the Arabian 

Nights. After exhaustlOg all that WiLS tQ be seen, WI;' 

bent our steps towards the house of thE' TR.b'ti, who 
• 

performR all the duties of hospit.ahty wIth uncommon 

politeness. Meanwhile , the music had never ceased fOf 

• 
AU instant, each of the p(,l'ful'mers Rtrnggling continu£Jly 

·tlv-ough a Jabyrinth d }mrmonies and counter harmlmies . . 

'VOL. IT. D 
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These good people played us a successiou .. of marches, 

walizef., and })erhaps ballads, all 'lD 1t:te same measure. 

Not hut it was })os5ib1e, amidst this bewildering din, to 

distmguisll certain smgular effects of harmony, as well 

AS a ff>w movement!> <of th(' mazurlill nnd the Vicnnoise, 

and even snatches of FreDc·h mrs, a somewhat halting 

comphment tuldn;!ssed to SOffit,) of our party. On nnixing 

at tile Ti!sldence of the worthy rabbI, we u.lighted; he 

came to t.ht-> thrcshold of the door, saluting us graciously 

nft('r the fn~hion (If the country, phl.cmg hIS right hand on 

his heart, then to Ins Ill)';, fUld shglllly bowing the head. 

In R. ;:mall .-and sonH'w\Jut low room, liued with clltpcts 

'nUlI ('UShlOIlS, wu..c, pll1Cul ft t.a.bJe about it foot hIgh, 

COYf'T<>d willI n 'f\rofu'SlOn of light vUl,nds, cakes, preserves, 

cofiec, and diffcl'ct)t sortb of wme; notJ,ing was wantillg 

m this courteous f'UlelWullment, to which tlw master of 

the house Ulvited us \'11th polit.t-Ilt'SS, hut without touching 

anything himself. \V(' ~ct1tcd ourselv(,s QCoordingly on 
cushions pltteed rpund the tttbles, coID}llymg witJl customs 

entirely Dew to us, but our host took no notice of our 

blunders, which were lluruerouR, no doubt.., and completely 

shocking. He extended his ('ourtesy so fnr as to illtro

duce us into the women's apartments, a favour whieh 

we owed to the preSt'Dee of a female among our party. 
This condescension, however, ttppeared to cause some 

confusion in the rabbi's harem, and we were asked to 
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Buspend our .CunOSlty ft moment. Who would not W1 P<I<;, 

the motive? Atlordingly, when we were admItted, the . 
WOrnI'll were all under arm'i ; one of them, apparently 

about twenty, who'ie toilet pOlllted her out Il5 the favountR, 

appeared extremely abashed I\t our 'l~lt . and reu eat ed 

amld!'.t the most chlU'Dlmg hlm,hes to the recess of a 

wmdow, where E.he appeared to placC' hClSelf under the 

protectIOn of t \\O pretty Iltlle c1nldren T wo other women 

cl'r ucbmg m ft corner. bphmd SOllll' ('urtams, ,\ould not 

allow thembdve,", to hI' ioo\.pri nt , (''X( ept by '>tcultliy 

ghmpse'i . Thf' CO'lhmlC' of th e- young woman wao; of Il.n 

rxtremcly I'IC'gllnt de<;lgJl , R. '3ilk gown, wIth blue aud 

rC'd <;tnpe'>, displayed R well-proportlOllC·d fonn , whiclf' 

no foreign nrtJficrc; llilJ dtsfigurrd , flttm! dosely to the 

bllCk Rnd the loms , ot whu·h It hC' trayed rather than 

sbowf'd IIIf' rOl1ndrd outlme A hrofld bt lt , rC'stmg on 

the lIlPS, wac; fastf'ned 11l front 11)' a buckl f' III thH fonn 

of two large plaws of c,livrr, oC'heJl.tciy ornflmentRd A 

blnrk srlU'f WIth fl. rC'd fi gure Wfl::, folc.U>d mto a turban 

about her fiue black hair. 'woven lIlto plmts ; a necklace 

of goldwptete<;· hung about her nc('k, round whICh was 

foMed a 9uk halldkt>rc},lef, and fl. hght doh man ot yellow 

SIlk, edged wIth black, wtth tlle addition of the yellow 

babouches of thf' country, complf'ted this picturesque 

costume. 

This gentle form, sllghtlv bont forward. from a 

o 2 
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modest confU'>I011 , tlnll INmmg upon her two children , 

fonnf'd tl c;nl~l'( t for II pleture too· !'.tr~iu~ for naffc.t to ~ 
let slip ; nor did the courlc:.y of t110 ruhbi df'Rcrt him on 

tllis occw;ion, fM 110 supplied our painter with oll thnt 

WfU. requisite to ('(lm~1f'nc(' Ill" d .annmg <;kclt.:h Meau. 

whilE' , we Ylsitc-d two folynn.gogu('s ; tllf'Y werC' two simple 

edifices, om'rmg nothmg worth) of r l'mnrk Sll.ve two 

I'OpW!l of tll!' Olt} T('stflmcnt, preciolls manuscripts on 

vellulIl , rollE'a up In nlllh"'l1 rfiecnt vch ('t rase." coverNl 

with briJluUl i nrnanl('llts of cluLSPIi '>IIvcl' TIlt' rchgiou~ 

dOb"Jlw~ of li u Kiltll1m., lilt' ba",Nl ... tI1et.1) u]lOJ r tll e sacrrll 

wntin~ tnJ(>~ n plllhi1f(' fht' 1\l1 mud , lLud tht' mbblU1I'8.1 

/;ommentru'Jcs, IWHce t!W JI 1HUlH', dpl1\'cd from the word 

kara, slgmJ}'in! Ilflb";I t! Thu, fnndlUllentuJ pnll('iplc of 

t.heir behef 1"1 not , how('\er, the oul) POUlt of difference 

whICh sepfLrllh.:s t1r .. Knnums from the purt'ly mbbimeal 

sed. There !lIT certam ,Ilrilltions In til(' hturgy, in the 

mode of C'lfeUtnl'lsioll , l1l t1ir rules rclatJve to Jiet, nud , 
lastly, in the rlcrr'ce<; of r rlnt lOliship within which ma.r-

nnge'l:\ IU'(' allowed or forllltldon, '" Il1eh ('onstitute a. broad 

lino of se\m.ration between these two adverse sects. To 
• 

point out anot.her remarkable distinc"tion between thesl'.l 

two soetions of the J eWlsh race, let us acld that the 

Karrums Il1l.\'t, eslAblished in the countries where they 

are settled , a. solid reputation for nght dealing, wh:ich 
haa been sullied."ut in few instances, This fa.vourable 
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ohar!W,ter w:~ . emphnticully confirmed by one of our 
" 

travelling compa~ns,' formerly judge of the Tribunnl . of 

JoU\mcrce at Odessa, whosd long cxercis;e of tha.t offiC€ 

had afford~ him opportunities of a.ppreciating the cha.: 

ra.ct.el'istic mornlity of this people.- The expression of 

countenance in , the Knra'ims it! in general open ~d 

prepossessing, and the minute attention with which they 

perform rul acts of external cleanliness distinguish them , 
from their numeroml o})I)Onollts, tho rabbinical Jews, 

, . 
p(l]jto and obliging wiLhout criuging, but at the same 

Lime accomplished men of business, they have preserved 

under more honoumblc forms all the com~cjal .eenius 

of their race. The melllLers of thiti smAll sect are dis. 

persed at wide distances; they tire fueid in Egypt, 

in Volhymnia, nnd ill LithlllluiH.. If to the Jews of 

'l'chioufout.Galph, we add the families established nt 

Odessa, o~ in the environs of Kherson, and the colonies 

of KozlofT aud Theodosia, it ~ be found that there arc 

littJe morc than two t.housanri inhabiting Southern 

Russia. 

4dvaneing Ciom Tchioufout-Galeh toward~ the south, 

)V{!".,nrrivc at tho o(lmm~nccment of 0. "Valley, whi~h gro.. 

d~a.lly sinks. loV(er and lower beneath the level ~f the 

P~~'.· This valley, distinguished by the i~~sjp~ 

q~lll~ of : . .;fehoshaphat. IS the cemetery ~ of the. Kar~S") 

~~~~'.;~ .~ clo~ly . ~,9d . jrregularly _.~" gr~v~~~~_~ 
lie ' ~e~~th~ the' iOoleinn shade of !\ fo~i:t,-r lars!,! on~s. 
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The number of these white sepulchres crowded together 

within this ' sombre vale, ~8 ' as m\:my (as four thousand. 

They consist simply of a sarcophagus, with a high stone
C 

to indicate the head; and all ar cov rcd with inscrip

tions in lIebr w chara.cters, sculptured in relief, . some 

of them bearing so remote a date as three or four 

centuries since. We strayed with reverential feelings 

through thi silent forest, filled with the remains of so 

many g nerations of Kara"ims, ~ingling out the roost 

ancient monuments, which we could distinguish by their 

d viation from the perpendicular. On inquiring the 

cause .,of this irregularity, we were informed that the 

'peaceful hades of J ehoshaphat were occasionally disturbed 

by earthquak , as . though in accomplishment of the 

prophe y: COTlquassabit capita in te1'ra multo TUm I The 

result has been, !ill extraordinary 

amongst these irregular tombs. 

tortuou path through the cemete 

mas$ of confusion 

hile treading the 

, we Gaught sight 

of a litt.1A old IDl'}n, hidden among the brushwood, intent 

- upon the task of carving out, on a recent monument, 

the letters of a Hebrew inscription. The costum~ of 

this wlllt -benrded sculptor was of the most grotesque 

'luu:acter: 011 his h ad wa an enormous blue balloon

shn,p d cap; his eye wer protected from the dust 

and the lar of the sun by a pair of large rounu 

spectacles, fasten d behind his head wIth a piece of 

tring; and a. painter' para 01 shad d the little shrivelled 
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individual} crouched at 'the foot of the monument uJlon 

which he was e;'t'rci~ing his art. We interrogated this 

artist of death, as he sat there, surrounded by his handi

work. .. For forty years," he said, .. there has not been a 

gravestone set lll) here. but my thisel has carved tho 

f'pitaph upon it. All t11o.,e to whom I have rendered this 

last honour, have been either friends or rrill.tiolls; so that 

J do not W01 k anI) for the glory .of my art: there is 

III the art [ have rx~rcl<;f'd, nnd Itvcd by for forty year':!, 

~omething roore than meC'hnilH'al labour; there are the 

pleasures lLud pllins of memory. I knf'w, Bud lowd, 

the grcakr part of rho!)(' who ~l{'cp here, r.rc I (,ngraved • 
their name'> in the great stone book of ,T ehoshal)hl.'i;,· 

• 
whMe ",haractcN this lumd alone has traced. I, too, 

am approachmg the ~pot I hu.ve rl'serveu myself beneath 

the trees, yond('r; aud 1 know not what unskilful hand 

mny he employed to perfurm that ta::;k for me, which I 

have ptU'fonlled for bO nMoy." Durmg thiR conversation 

-or mther, this pllllo~ophical mODt?loguc-of the old 

scul}ltor, interpreted to us oy fragments, Raffet was 

occupIed in tracing in hi.s album the fClI.ture~ of tillS 

'venerable character. The old roan perceived it, and 

lent himself with !\ good grace to t.he intention of his , 
brother artist, as he was plea.sed to cnll ~ur painter; 

and when the sketch was finished, he added his name 

and descript\on to it with his own hand. 
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One more evening was spent lOVlcwmg r;ne palace 

and its humble cemetery, ag.d on <theo,morning of the 

1 Qt.h we bade adieu t,c) ' the :Tataf capital, leaving behind 

U8, however, MM. Huot and Raffet, both of whom 

were loth to quit. the: place of .their predilection. The 

remainder of our party dispos~d themselves in four 

tkleguea. and proceeded townrds tJle naval port of the 

Black Sea, said to be one of the finest in the world. 

Thus did we take leave of t?is singular city, in 

which l.Itree . days had so rapidly fled, ill the midst of 

C!llotions unceasingly excited, and the industrious collec

tion of a store of notes of overy description: we bade , 
'I. last farewell to the clegnnt Pu.lnce of Gurdens-to 

'the high street, wilh all its shops, and started off, &to 

It gwiop, across the barren plain which separated us 

from Dalbec, our sole rcstmg-phwe, till we should reach 

our final destination. 

' Baghtcheh-Snrai contains, it ik "said, ft. • population 

of 14,000 inhabitants, of whom the Tntars fonn the 
. . 

majority, the number of Russians and foreign?fs being 

only 2,25'(}. It is stated-though we believe the num~r 

tp be fat less-that the city contains 8,000 houses .. " It: 

po,ssesscs a. Greek church and a· synagogue, and boaSts, 

mpr,eover, of thirty-two moSqu.es. There are, for - the 

r~~Qn o~ tr~vc11ers~ ten kban" or · cara.va.nsei-a:is, to· 
which ·the simplicity 'of the fare, and.the .. nak..ane..,'.l 
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the lodgings, attract scarcely any other class than the 

traders and carriers ot'thl' country. Two fine establish

ments, in which Turkish bathe are admmistered in the 

highest perfection, arc not the least attrootion in tllis 

place, so replete with sllbjects of · surprise. We liave 

already enumerated almost nll the brunches of industry 

to which the inhabitants devote themselves. They export 

all their manufactures, whilc they are themselves defi

cient ~n all the nece~5roy commodltic>s of life. With 

tilC exception of cultivating orchru-ds, the Tatlll"s of 

Bughtcheh-Sanu employ themselves but little m the> 

labours of the field. An nbundance of frujt, consumed • 
by them in large quantities during the summer, n1ford~'t 

almost all the sustenance they require. The grain 

which is brought mto Bnghtcheh-Sa.rat is made into 

flour bj' mills, set. in motion hy the Djourouk-Sou. 

We have already ('ailed attention to the. Dumber of 

public fountaiob: the good onlf'r of the conduits tOUp

plymg the Clty with water, and thclr mg~mous dlSpositlOn, 

affords a fresh proof of the pIOUS regard professed by 

M~ssulmans for springs of water, with which they 

delight to SWTOWlII themsdv8s. 

We have only now to ·speak of the f'ducational estab

lishments. There are several schools for children; and 

as regards instruction in the sciences, the city numoors 

thtee midTUlU. These institutions ':U'C op~n to young , 
Tatars. destin<>d to emnlovrnent in public offices. or to 
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the servIce of the mosques. The dogmas of therr telt

glon are taught to the schol81's by t'fi'endi,>, Jomed with 

InstructIOn lU lustory,' anthmetlc, and, IlCcordlllg to the 

statement of M. Moutandon, astrology. About three 

hundred students fll"'i::) reecn'ed m the medrel>l>es, wllere 

tlwy are pronded with lurlgmg TIlf'se !>choli.l. .. tJc e-stnb

hshmcnts have been founded a.t vanau::. (poch'3 by the 

khans; and they appeared to tnk!' gr('flt glol) to them. 

selve~ for therr foulldntlOu, two. of th cSf' &ovl-relgus, 

Ahmet-Aga and Mengh.GhCld.I, fuunJI 'fb of the t\\O 

larger medrc';ses, llf\.\mg desm:,J thClr n mam"! to be 

deposl):ed '\.\;ltlllll tbun, III beJ:luklm,> constructed by 

<thclr orders 

We cro!'.scd, with all the "pHd our equipages could 

command, the white and pru dlCJ up 1lloJll through 

wruvh lay the road to Dillbc(" only mtel1'uptmg our 

JOurnt'y to .",hoot fit a. pretty speCle~ of f.IlCOll, as plcn

tuul III tlus locaht) I.L& they are rare cVE'TY'vhere else: 

we werc fortuIla~ cnough to brmg clown one or two. 

After passmg through Bnlbec-a half Russmn, hnlf Tatar 

"llllge-we entered tlle narrow valley ilirough wInch flows 

the fIver of that uume. TlllS pretty& valley presents an 

unmterrupted SUl'cebSlOll of gardens and orchards, the 

WeShlless and fcrtthty of WhICh brmg to IDmd the most 

fa.voured cultIvatton of western countnes, Thls agreeable 

country was soon left m the rear, and we ascended 

upon the plateaux of the steppe, whence we could per-
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celVe thE' sea. in the di~tanc('. We bad now rea~hed 

the western coatt of the Crimea. At this }lOint we 

struck into a. road lcwLng down to the harbour of 

Sevastopol, und we could already dtstillgui:-,h its imposing 

array of masts. Budl wa'> the · Lewdderitlg s11ced at 

whIch we Wf're travelling, that on(' of our tklt'guf's, having 

lost II wlleel, was cn.rried along With one side ploughing 

up the du~t, ~ Il. {'onsHlt'raLlc rustllw·e. The driver

wllosc only dIstress \HIS 0,1 the dl':>tunce he had tu go 

hack to fetch the wh{'l'l-rcplllred the uumagc witlwuL 

u.llowmg the travdler~ 1.0 h'a\ eLite hLtle carriflge; and 

hltvlllg dnven III tl. peg m lwu of the ~~t h~ch-piu, 

started o£r nglUll at a headlong gltHup, to make up tl,,' 

lost tunc. We ruTI\'('d, wIthout furtJlCr delay, at the 

edge of Llle blty, frum wlmil, winle tl. bUilL WI1S bcmg 

prepared to take Ul>. over to tile City, we gazed with 

uncea':>mg tulnuJ'lltion at u'n ':>lnps and lifteen uther 

wssels of war, m,ug{'d III one Hoole hne, in one of tJw 

linest basins that can possIbly b{' sfcn. Hanng eoo

barked frooo a httle inlet fillccl vath cousting vessels, WO 

c:t:os~cJ the bA.Y, pa~smg under the slA:'ru of the three

Uecker "The Wll!rsaw,' ca.rrymg ]20 gum; anU at tho 

e1ld of a quarter of an hour we arnved at ihe quay 

of Sevastopol, where we found a Vtlst crowd in active 

motion, a.ttracted thither by the recent arrival of a 

cargo of po.stecs. over which the retail sellers were 

noisily disputing. 
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The city of Sevtl.<)topol covers n height rising between 

two bays; its broad street!'!, filled whit e.i stressing clouds 

or dust, present no edifices of nny importance; the 

houses are small and low, lUlel are separated by wide 

intervals. After thcf loss of more thnn an hour in 

vainly seeking that which did not erist - namply. n 

hostelry - We' were directed to au Itnliau cou~ectioner, 

who lllaced two empty rooms at our di sposal, the windows 

of which had suffered severely from the winds. Having 

taken possession of the rooms, tile next thing WIlS to 

provide furniture. Our hOl'.t, honest Cnbllizar, lUldorWok 

to SI11)\)ly ll<s, without delay, ill til(' most rcasonable 

}lrices, with twenty trusses flf hn)" \\ IHl'h reminded. us of -the litters (111 which the l'.tuUcn!,> ill the' middle ages 

used to :.leep. Once morC' our memorics travelled back 

to the paln.ce' of Hnghkheh,S!LrJll lI11d Its clenn mattings, 

lllviting one to blumhel' ; and ltglUH we prepared ourboives, 

hy the rtlposc we so much reqmI'cd, to visit a fresh 

succession of l:Iia:ht&. 
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'J'nE situation of Scvnsl,Opol, f\.S a 

nA.vu.i port, is justly esteemed, nnll 

indeed, Eumpc. presents few har

bours so colll}dctely suited to the 

Jl e~cssities of a itu'go fleet. An 

lU111 of the sea, of 1m fmposing 

has made it.~clf a. deep 

bed in the wcstem coast of Tnurida, and advances inland 

to. a distance of two leagues. Within tJlil:l magniflcent 

-basin ate neither rocks nor dangerous ' reefs; ita entrance 
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is convenient, a.nd is defcndt'd by two formidable fortifi. 

cations, whose powerful hafteries could' sweep with ense 

across the broad mouth of the harbour. Having entered 

within the bay, on looking towflrds the Aouthern COfl..<; t, 

four spacions inlcl'l nrl:! observed, offering ~o fOftf(l fl shelter 

and so easy an access, thnt. in on t' of them, lhe bay of 

ships (carabd naya bQukhtn), thrc('·d('ck('r <> may moor 

within 8. few yards of the lnnd. Exnctly b('tw('cn two 

of thesf\ inlol'l HtmLds the eity or- ~!,vn<::.topol, ",lto<::,e nB.me 

in Grc('k signifie~ the- nllg'ust ('ity; this name will soon 

hnv(' cfl'H.Cccl lhl\t of Al<.Tinl', slill given to it hy lhe 

Tntn.rs, in m OJ1nry uf nil il.n cicnl, cit)', on lllC' north side 

Of t.he hflY, not far from thp harren hillork at tlH' I'ntranr.e 

of the port. 

Sevastopol covers with it.<::, h()us('s t1l 1" grollnd ()('('upiC'!J 

at fl. remote period of allti fluity by 111(' extreme suhnrb~ 

of Chemonc, the city of thl" Hl'rn.ci E'ou,s, long since 

vaDlshed from the soil of Tauridn, IC'Il"ing its ruins to bc 

swept awny. as thr cit\' wa<::, hefon~. by the haUll of time. 

The lofty hills which protect the roadstend, preSe-lIt, 

as far M tht> eye ('1\11 r(,llCh , 11 pro!'.pert of I'nclicss deso. 

lation ; 'the con.'>t is nnkpd Jl.nrl bMren: nnll well deserves 

the name of Ak·Tiar (white rork) givrn to it by the 

Te.lars. The city itself, in the conBtruction of whose 

streets no a.ttempt has bet>n roMe to avoid the irregu. 

larities of the soil, seemR to wind with ilifficulty over 
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t.he jutting and swep 'rocks of the promontory. When 

the traveller, on iliseolbarking at the custom-house, first 

beholds this city perched upon its white and burning 

rocks, he is tempted to retreat before so many obstades, 

and ~is eye anxiously wfinders in 'Scarch of some lUore 

easy and less fiery mode of approach . One street 

rather more endurable thnn the rest, !,i tretches at a COD

siderable height, in a. parallel direction with the great 

quay, and on eitller side of it. are flSsemhled whatever 

remarkable buildings t.he modern Sevastopol muy boast. 

of. Here the eathednil, ~uilt. in the most elegant style 

of architecture, COllcClItratcs tJle humble derotion of the . , 
population. Further un , rises the tower of the AdmiraltYJ 

displu)' ing somcwlmt too oswntationsly a number of 

piUm's out of proportion with the remainder' of the 

building. Severu.1 rather handsome hotels, protected 

from t.he SUli by numerous hlinds, and a number of small 

gardens, in whit;h all flttempts at verdure are ~mothercd 

by the dust, constitut.e the 8um of nIl tlH~t is to be seen 

in this, the fine quarter of Sevastopol. If you bend 

yo.ur steps towards the summit of the city, you agnin 

meet with thes(, ga.rdens, discreetly screcnillg little 

.houses of tolernbly clenn appearance, but this portion 

of the city is exposed to violent winds, sweeping 

periodically . over the nakeu soil, and raising .. 8. perfect 

storm 6f .dl,lst and sand. 
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When you have reached the sumDut of the IlScent, 

however, the trouble and fsegue' are' compensated by 

the beauty of the llrOl>11Ccl.. '1'11\' eye embraccs the 

,'nwe port and ltS VariOUS estnbhc;hments, forming il. 

magmficcnt spectaeic', cspC'I'lnlly when the whole of the 

lllack Sea. Beet sproa,tl" out Its Imposmg army In tho 

hasm of thc roadstead 

The vo,net) and ,uumfltlOll wluch th(' movement oj 

the Sli1llpIllg gn'cs to till'> OtJll'nYl:'C '>CVf'TC pro'lpcd, mfty 

be JudWd l,y lnl'ntulJ." 1'1t:,~\1lg III rl'VlC\\- the fulluW1W": 

fleet plougluug the wrLLec of tim • ..,en 

1'lw Wo.NU\\ I..!o ~\l1I~ jH'1\ IIIIu>ut I j() glUI~ 

. Sllt"'U1A. tI( I ( lth, rlll~ 'N> 

'fchf "ml~ "' AIHIJllltl],], nn 
Mnno. 110 ~h\l"u~t !Hl 

Anll.pR "" 1'1llH .. Jl " l'anuk lf~tarlu '<I 

Then tho lngau':, ;-. 
HOlUb'll!! 1,/1 gUll" nr,lIlun to gl1ll8 

gU'lS CO A~Lllll'pt,l 1,0 

Vnrun "0 '1 om duq (.0 

Anna '" 
The COfVI't.W:, :-

Sl'l,opoli 14 gunb I ON'9V" ~4 guns 

Iplugenw .. " 



111e brig Mereury 
• • 

lGlI.n6t:r. (the ('oun.-r) 
SehooneN 

Ve<>IIWOl 

The ('utter Spcchru (HllpI\J) 

TllO ten,Jer Strum (Wuv!') 

20 gUll!! 

14 

14 ,. 

Just as we werC' ('omplC'tmg th(- '>lIuple arrangements 

for establi."hing our 41uorwrs, an unusllnl stir in the city 

Itnd in tbe jJort attrlwtell onr Rtll'utwn. It n'llS caused by 

the arnval of a go\'erlllr~ent. stcHlnl'r, " The Gromonocetq .. 

(Thunder-bearei!') , wIth Prllu e MCUZICOR', l\fIUlster of till;' 

Imperial 'Murine, Oil hO!wd, who Iliul been expC'(·ted to 

review the fleet. Thf' milli"tf'r remnmell Q1l boa;d his 

vessel, and It'> o;,oon nq "The Gromolloccts" had CMt anchor, 

received viSIts from tlH' vnriom, oflklll i bodies 1I1 the 

public l'>ervicf'. Admllai Slnvunif'ff, in l'ommalld of the 

port of Se\nstopol, WIl<; Ilt tllflt tlm(' <;ufl'ermg from severt' 

111ness, and we wer(' dt'pTl ved of tJlI> bOIlOUT of being 

presented to hnll, {'ontentmg our<;p!v('<, wltll forwnrdmg 

OUT letter of mtroductlOlI from Count .Woronzoff. Wf' 

were more fortuna.te in the case of Mr. Bupton , thf' skil

ful j3uginf'er, who designed and dlrectH the useful and 

important works of the port. His artiv(' and intetligf'nt 

AOIlS assist their father in t'onductmg the lmmense under

takings executed with the aid of an army of military 

labourers. In ~very direction round SevastopoJ, and to 

whichever shore you turn, long ranges of barracks are 

V~L. 11. E 
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s('en for the 1'eception of an Important garrison; even 

tIns abundance of illihtary quarters," however, was at 

that tunt' insufficient for the Ilccommoda.tion of the 

numerous soldiers emplop'd on the ('ostly constructions, 

Rod lahonoll<; enrlh-\~orks, winch :u-e to ('hfl.nge the aspf'ct 

of thIS COl\st, In a .. hort timf' , vast worksllOps, spacious 

e')pliu,ades, flnd liE'ep oaslll !;l will &tllnd m the plMe of 

the chalk hill<;, which fonnerly overlooked the bays ; and 

already, by th(' f'fi'ects of pnuf'n t labour, these hills hlwe 

hf,PD brought down to their le';pl. 

'I'hn-ty thousand mpn f'Dt'lImped m tRnts supply the 

hand'i- b) whICh thc<,e glguntw metamorphosE'''' are accom

plished, and it 13 ft. sprcUl.( Ie fnll of mterest to see this 

nrmy of labourers, all drf'ssed in wInY. lm('n , busily 

p!\,,~ing anti r rpassing, amidst clouds of the dust which 

thf"y are cRl1'}'mg away by snckfull~. It mIght almost be 

88Jd by hrmufulls, from the former Site of the levelled 

hillocks; a pelfect ant.-llill, in which the infinite division 

of labour arrive$' at length at the silme result as the 

motive power and machinery. I r nfortunately, a fearful 

VIsitation had manifested itself amidst thi~ active and 

persevenng body; intense ophthalmili., the ophthalmHL of 

Egypt, rontagious MCOrding to some, epidemic, as'~ 

believe, was committing ravages, evidences of which *Tete 

but too painfully man;f., t. It was oommonly otWibo.ted 

10 the prod;g;ous quantity of dust whmed about i(y the 
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winds along these hill sides, entirely hare since the 

commencemeut of the works. But whatever the cause, 

the evil is indeed a terrible one. Twenty_four hours Bre 

sufficient for the eye to become so entirely corrupt as 

to leave jts sOt'ket, 

We had already admired the bay of ships, Rnd the 
• 

unusnru spectacle of blrgc three-deckcc l vessels 'commu-

nicatiug with the shore hy A. plank laid across from the 

rock; but we were fit! more Ils tonished, on vi~iting thf! 

careening bllY. The importance of Sevilstopot, n.nd the 

happy peculiarities of its PO:-litiOIl , having been OI1('.e 

recognised, the tlf~xt step Wits to form basms null docks 

for refitting ; these ohject~ have heen admirably nccom! 

plished by l\ir. HupwlI. A spacious basin has been 

sunk at some disuUlcc from the seH., and on a higher 

leveL On the sides of t.his basin nre fi ve dry docks j 

three of these are for first class. vessels, the remaining: 

two' for frigates, WiLh It. sea aimogt witl lOut tides, the 

draining of u lese docks wns n diffi cult. problem to solve ; 

it was accomplished in the following manDer :-At a 

di~ta.nce of about eighteen verst.';, at t,he bottom of the. 

great valley fonning the rondstead, flowed, on • a level 

~table heigllt, a 8mnll river abundantly supplied with 

'1Ier. This rIver was taken possession (If by the engi

n~, .turned into another bed excavated in the rook, and 

. paeaing at one time throngh a. tunnel, at anoUler over flU 

• 2 
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aqueduct, the Tchorluna-Ret.chha (black rivulet) was made 

to fumir.h the necessary supply o( waf.er to the docks. 

As all this water {:ame from a considerable height, it 

was easy, by means ot an ;ngenious combination of locks, 

to bri,ng mto the large basin, thrf'e hundred feet by four 

hundred, then bf'lllg lined with spIenthJ mason:ry, one 
• 

H'ssel of 120 guns, two of eighty, nnd two frigates of 

"'Ixty, to be pint'cel mbl the five dry dOLks, which could 

be draLUed or slmced nt plef\Snrf. Undoubted!) these 

ure Vllst and noble works, and tirOlof' wlUl'h render a 

rmgn illUhtriOUo;, and haud down to posfenty the fame 

of an f(uginfQr. What "truck 11 '> more parttcularly was, 

10 sep thf'Re sam(' c;olul('rs elUIIloyed hy turns III earth 

work, carpentenng, fnl'gmg nod masons' work, and 

acquitting titemsrlv('s III nll the:,e various departments 

to ruimiration, Mr. Hupton, rut Enghr.hman by birth, 

accustomed as he had been III hiA own country to these 

industrial wonders, wa<; in l'ootinual n«rnlrtltion at· the 

£lCility with which.- thp!'lf' Ru~sia.n people became Bucees

~ively, and in so &hort n time, skilled workmen 10 any 

craft to which they applipd themselves. Let us a4d, 
that the Russian soldier is nol only a skilful artisan, . , , 
but naturally a docile workman, respectful without mtYll~ , . 
ness. f'xpert and active without boastfulness. Th~ 

" I ' 
building dOl'ks of the Imperial navy are establish§.d at 

Nikolrueff', a fR.yonrable .situation. not onlv on acoount 
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of the nature of ule pOMtton itself, but it-; convemenct 

JlS regards the supply of timber tloating down from 

centr9.l Ru"sia. All that Wa!i reqUlred at Sevaswpol, 

therefore, was a fittmg dock, will ch purpose will be 

admirably answered by the recent constructions. Who 

could believe that the great enemy. the great destroyer 

of the ship" in the beaut.J.ful waters of Seva~topol, is an 

Imperceptible worm called the uredo n(lval1s. The ravages 

of this littl e> unimal reduce tllf' time whie-h a Russillll 

ship of war may be reckoned to 1.1~t, to tJ,. period of eight 

Jt'atS, all unfllvouraLIf' couditiotl for t.he Ruswan lHl Vy 

to labour undf'r, as the slup,> of the Enghbh -and }<-rench 

na\'y are reckoned to last an 8.vcmge prflod of fifteen 

years. 'Yhl1t(,H'r c}.perimcnts have heen tried to llr('

serve fhe bhips froUl tillS cau!\c of premature decay, have 

not apparently bf'en followed hy the ~uccc&'" ll.ntielpnted. 

It is truly affiietmg to think 1,lIat 80 cOlltemptible an 

enemy should thus attru:k With Illlpunity these large 

and stately bLructures, so nobly re~ting on the waters 

of one of the finest ports in dIe universe. 

~Vhen we bad visited all these interesting wor~s, we 
• 

set out on a sea trip to Illkerruann. On lea"il1g the 

~s) we remarked a beauuful fountain in course of 
• 

construction, and destiued to furnish an abundant supply 

of W&~r to the fleet. A filtering apparatus constantly 

at work will eUDolv this water for thE' demands of the 
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shipping ill a perlectly pure state. When we had made 
• 

our way through the midst of this busy and inwnigen~ 

assemblage, we 8wered peacefully between the bBJ'l'en 

rocks and the last range of frigates extending to the 

farthest extremity of the port. Passing before a narrow 

valley, we observed, through the elegant arches of an 

aqueduct, an isolated house, somewhat in the form of 

n mosque, rising from the midst of a clump of smllli 

oa.ks. Thls was the public garden, the relldezyoul' of 

the holiday makers from the city, which day by day is 

builJiug !tself. and while raisillg it1> rlUllparts, has already 

ulkmr cart' to Jlfoviil(' itself with tltis pltl{'e of rela:'{stioll 

and repo!of'. The first. of May is tIl(' day \\hcu this 

remote !opot chiefly resouuds with 1I01~)' rejoicing<:>. While 

we were cltflminillg the rather ci('gant pavilion forming 

the cent.r~ of these festive scenes, a number of workmen 

were fmishing the ornalllents and decorations of the 

interior, in auticipation of an event when they would be 

needed more thfdl e\'er. It was not expected, but it was 

hoped, that the imperial fa.mily, after throwing a gla.nce 

of encoura.gement at all these new crea.tions, might 

perha;s deign to visit this spot devoted to amuseme~t. 
In tho very extremity of the bay, the predomin~ce 

of the 80ft over the searwater is shown by &n abundance 

of tall reeds, through which we easily made our way, 

urged by a pleasant breeze j we then found ourselves in 
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the D8.lTOW but deep bed of the Tchornata-Retchka. 

Here the rocks grow ~wider apart, and the valley become'! 

broa:der; little meadows inwrsf'cted by the windings of 

the stream, shaded by a. few clumps of fine ash trees and 

lentisks (pistachia lentiscus), with their elegant foliage, 

afford a relief to the eye, wearied by the uniform brrey 

tint of the coast, We disembarked on the right, beneath 

the trct's, and cummenced climbing up the udjoming. rock, 

in which the new be~ of the river ha~ becu excavated, 

ll.nd through which 1t will have to tlllW duwl! to the . 
docb. A flight of steps (;ollvt'lllently cut out, rendered 

our ascent ea.,,),; this u::.c-ful work had be~ ina1.1gUrated 

on the srune day that an illustriou~ foreigner, Marsh~l , 
Mannont, had visited thc vaHcy. On rcarhing the bankl> 

of the CIlnal, it was not long erc we came to Ute tunnel, 

which pierces through a formidHoblc IllfiSS of rocks. This 

aperture, which is cl!tirely the work of the chisel, Iwd 

required not less than fifteen month!:> for its cotlJpletioJJ, 

is oue hundred and thirty-tllree met"re& in length; the 

height of the vault is ten feet, French measure; au tile 

left side, a footway has been left of ~ufficieut breadth 

to alio,w free pa..<>sa.ge, The excavation was oommenced 

at the same time at both extremities, the workmen 

meeting in the middle without any sensible deviation, 

To conclude our observations ou this beautiful l..'8Jlal, 

destiof)d to 80 nseful an end, l(>t us add that eleven 
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guard-houses, in the shape of elegant octagonal pavilions, 

have been erected on its banks. 'Not faI' from thence, 

we entered a number of spaciou~ grottoes, the work of ~ 

a religious sect seeking a shelter from perSecution. A· 

narrow door and a tortuous staircase, with a number of 

cells opening .upon it, ad to a chapel, which still presents 

traces of ogives. From this chapel, through a large 

opening, may be seen th:t'oughout its entire length the . . 
pretty valley of Inkerman, and at the extreme end the . 
immense stone block on which the ancient city stood. 

Thi pious abod~, widowed of its austere denizens, now 

gives s~elter tp the soldiers employed on the canal works, 

who there enjoy a well-earned repose, upon couches 

• not a whit softer than those of the departed monks. 

The history of the Crimea furnishes but very uncer

tain information on the subject' of Inkerman. According 

to orne learned chroniclers, it was known in the ancient . . 
days of Or.eece as a flourishing towp, called Theodosia; 

othel'~ claim it ~s J-he Stenos of the G~e k geographers. 

Pallas, on the contr31'y, is di posed to believe that the 

Genoese were the fil'st who established themselves on 

these prucipitou rocks. A number of, ruined walls, the 

remains of a few towers, and a grea quantity of small 

grotto s, grouped in rows along the steep ides of the 

mountain, are all that can now be seen on a hasty visit 

The inhabitants of SeY8 .. ~topol, when th y accompany you 
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on this excursioh, generally advise as short a stay I1S po~. 

sible, so evil IS the reItown of the surrounding marshes. 

Accordingly, we returned towards Sevasoopol, and on 

our. way were nllowed to go on board a fine frigaW, called 

the" Bourgll..".." The perfect order of this vessel • ..and its 

beautiful M es, were worthy the remainder of t~le fleet j 

but our admiration was entirely absorbed by the fine 

proportions and magnmcent appearance of the" Warsaw," 
I , -

s. three·decked fessel. It stood like 1'1 rock, overlooking: 

tho imposing an'ay of naval force , embro.cing not lcS$ 

th9.n twelve thousand mello and fifteen hundred guns. 

The hf£' of thc ll1habitants of Sm.astopq1. is 'iutirely 

dOll\estic: so IDtlJly obbtacles, as we have pointed out, 

opposing ,~emselves to out. door relaxatlon and partles 

uf pleasure which elscv.hel'c so IIgreeably charm away the 

cverung. At the close of day scarcely did we see more 

than one Ol' two boat parties at the same time with us 

enjoying the last rays of the setting sun. But though 

the inhabItants abstain from out.door . hfe, they are, on 

the other hand, fond of society and the tranquil plea

sUJes of home hie. Those of IIQ' companions who were 

strangers to the cp.Wzen life of Russia, had (Ul oppllrtunity 

of observin~it at Sevastopol in all its most amiable pecu
liarities. The poMe, welcome, and absequious attention 

I(> "'.i. guests is practised he... to quite as high .. ., ""7'r. 
~,lShn the eentre of the empire. and in no particular 
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IS the proverb1.8l hospltality of the Russians behed. A 

few customs s.re still preserved tn" certain families alto· 

gether patns.rchal In thm slmphClty. ThuS', in mor~ 
than one house, your host will taste the wme whicli is 

in your glass; and the custom of klssmg huhes' hands 

still. exists, for which lass on the hand you receive one 

on the cht!ek. Every evenmg the frumly and the fnends 

of the famIly assemble round a tea-table, where the 

conversation IS far from l&UgUl~hlllg, but before ten 

o'dock every ODe has ret,lIed. At ten o'rlock, Sevastopol 

enjoys the most complete c.ahq, and tJle f>Ilencf> IS Oll · 

brokeD; savti by the dtstant tmklmg of the bf'lls III 

the vessel~, stnkmg the watches, and the challengef> of 

the santmels m the harbow', answered by tile mournful 

baymg of the dogs. 

In ordmary tunes, Sevastopol reckons a populatIon 

of tJurt.y thousand souls--clVllJlUlS, 801dters, or swors 

servmg m the port Our arnval was at a fortllnate 

moment, for the ,Presence of the fieet , and the actlve 

army of workmen, more than doabled the number of 

inhabitants. It was pnuOlpally III the approacbes ... to 

the well-stocked market that an adequate Idea of the 

population was obtamed. The consumptlQa of past.oos 

here Was pro.:hgIous j wbole mountains of this refreshii1.@ 

fruit, hesped up ill the eve, disappeared every IXIOltling 

An immen.. ..riety of fi.h WIIS alt!o ooId at .~. 
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greatly to the satisfactIOn of our nAtUrtUl.!;ts, who, by 

gaining the advance M the ordmary consumers, were 

~nab1ed to make a selectIon for SCIentific purposes, out 

of the abundant take of the mght. 

All the necessaries of hfe are cheap enough here; 

wood and provender only SUSt.fll1l high pnces, ou account 

of the barren conwuoll of all tim part of the CnffiClt. 

Situated on a calcareous Inll, Seva..,topol is In no want 

of mntenals for bUJld~g, of a. suffiCiently good qUality; 

but. on account of the poroU& no.tUle of tlw stone, It 

requrres to be covered WItil a rou.tmg uf (,OWPOSItWII, 

m order that the exterIOr of the. bUlldmgs ,may hav/" a • 
neat and c1en.nly a.pPE'fll1l.llCC TLt' splendJd blocks of 

swne used m the ('onstructlOll of the do(.ks are hrought 

from a distant &pot, WhlCh contnbutes not a httle t.Q 

increase the exprDse of these llnpcnr.hitblc worl..b. The 

cost already lllcurreu ltITIounted to five mtlhons of roublrs, 

and to a.ll appearance It was lIkel) to amount, eventually, 

to double that bum. 

Not a smgle Tatar dwelling IS to be found m ~he mLy; 

nor 18 any W be seen lit Severnal!!., a harbour for coa&tmg 

vessels, facmg Senstopol, on the northern coast ·of the 

ba.y, as is mdlCated by ltS name, slgIufymg northern village. 

Here may be seen a large llumber of governmeut store

houses, bwlt in a row, and protected by battenes. It 

&lIould be noted, tb..M few iudn'lduals of the Mussulmao 
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order pass beyond the harbour; they generally content 

themselves wit.h taking up theif stations, with their 

laden waggons , on the shore of SevernAHl.. H ere, from 

morning till night, a Doisy crowd of petty traders 1::1 

bUSIly assembled, purcha"ing provisions , fire-wood, and 

other warc~ , brought by Taw car{l.VQIIS to this bttlc 

port. 

In the meantune , our two COzllpa.1l10IlS, whom we lUl.Il 

left at Baghtchf'h-Sarfu, had jomf'(l th(' body of the 

expedItion, though not without cllt:Ountcrmg some adven

tures. Arriving III the umIst of a dm k IIlght on thc 

quay of Se,vlU.topul, .Wilhout a gmde to dirC'l't tht'm , 
through thie. city of pre\ lpItoU:' streets, illld POSS(,SSlllg 

no other clue than the numc of our ho"t Cabalzar, a 

name of u somewhat cabailst ic sound, our fficuds made 

their dt.but by sturnLlmg runOllg the plIes of pasteCl:l, 

and causmg a generttl downfall of the frUit, which began 

rollmg towf\nls the sea. Helice an o.lal'm was gIVen, 

and the mercha.u.t.s, awakened at. the noise, r lin off in 

ll. pauic, some after the fugitIve pastecs, othen. in search 
• 

of the authors of tws rusastrous rout, amidst 0. chorus 

of abU6ive epithets, which may be left to the imagi

nation. 

:Fortunately, a 'cU5tomw~onse officer interposed his 

authority for the protection of the strangers, who were 

sadly bewildered at their position; peace was restored, and 
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a.fter a.n bour's wea.ry scltrch Ilnd fLnxlety, our coUell.guf'~ 

reached our door. Tlfrlr di<;!lppointment may well hf' 

Imaginod. at the sight of thr [urniturl.' Ul Ollr gipsy 

lodging: 0 11 the [flith of the- grent 'renown in wI.ieh 

Sevastopol is held, tIH'Y had ehen~llt'(l {'xpcdationR of 

fl very difff" rent ('hanlCt('r, and eX}J(,l'ien(,f'a A. dercl)tion 

not uncommon 111 t tru\'cll~r\ lift'. Mft/lrn; w(>re shortly 

made up, and our cohort, lIOW OIWI' mort' ('omplr-te, serA 

fwd its !'nnk'i to do j IH' holtour ... of our ro ugh Livoua(' 

to the new com('n; . 

Not, fa.r from Sevnsfopol, III i1. sOllth.C'fU:.terly direction. 

l'>tands a lighthousf', at the extrcmlty of n lpng t.onguf' 
• 

of land , sCflrcely rmscu nbove the Ip\d of the' wav{'~; 

thiR poin t is what th(' fUlC'ient'i l,ftlkJ the Chl"l"Soncs(': 

it was the Site of tl. powprfuJ Grec·k colony, the 100'3t 

traces of wInclt had di c:,appf'llrcd long before tbe ('am

mencemcnt of our (>1'0., leaving only Il (louhtful trlHiit,1011 

IlS the sole l'rlic of rul Its splrnJour. Mythology has, 

in j,his instance, associated It':ielf to history, in order to 
• 

mislead the re{'ords of man amidst the fabulous paths 

of tJte imagination, On a portion of t.his territory, and 

as 'far as the gates.of Sevnstopol, ruins of ancient" walls 

are scattered over tllf' soil, at equnl intervals, forming 

lines, the regularity of which fail n6t to strike the 

attentive observer. Some persons have conjectured these 

parallelo.grams to be thf' ruins of thc Bncient Chersonf'-



62 gEVASTOPOL.-OUESSA.-VOSNESSENSK. 

that city which, it is said, wd's founded on the coast 

of Taurida by the GrE'ek <,migrants from Heraclea. 

Some- 9.nb'luarif's, however, more scrupulous in their 

conclusions, would infer these "ymm(>tricfU compartments 

to be noUtlng more than tlle truces of lI. dlvl ... ion of 

lands, at an exceedingly rf'rnotR })eriod. The ~mo.ll depth 

of the fOlllltiatJOm of tlH'be walls, ~ow rumost entirely 

swept Away from the soil, will not allow of thf' supposi . 
• 

tlOU that any COllstrurtJOIl'l of iml10rtance Wf're eVf'r 

based uI10n tlH'm. 'J11Cf\e ruill" are to be found almo1".t 

throughout thp extent of the peninsula, whit'h WIl& allre 

the Herac1,eottc Cht>rbOllf'f',c. At vanons i~lt.en· ru.,,*, die • 
remains of monumentnl toweN rna) abo he l'lcen, rt,>. 

markable from tht> enormous fIzl) of thc blocks of stoul§"· 

pltlCCd one upon th(> other, without ('C'mellt. If from the 

extremity of the penin~ula. on wlul'h stauds the light

house, we foHow thE' shore of the Blnck Sea wward .. 

the east, we shell bC' brought, along a sensible inclination, 

to the first plat-eaux of the chain of mouutains of the 

Crimf'a, and hence, from the height of a maje~tJ.C' pro. 

montory - thE' Cape Partheuion of the Gref'kfl - the 

glancr, dives down m astonishment upon the Chersoo~se, 

80 small for its immortal renown; and one is tempted 

to ask how thIS poor little nook of land could have 

given birth to such a treasure of traditions, fables, and ., 
poetry, which have acquired greater force than history. 


