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of all the merchandIse floated down by the Dnieper, 

from the very centre of the empire to Its extremities. 

Accordingly, from its origm, It became a. vast and wealthy 

city. It was called by a Greek name, KhersoD, recalling 

the ancient and' flourishing colony of the Heracleotic 

peninsula, and the etymology of whIch is the adjective 

Khersos, signif)mg deserted, barren, waste. 

All went on well till the establIshment of Odessa: 

the rapid growth iU1d the i~munities which favoured 

this new port, checked the. rising prosperity WIth which 

Kherson hnd seen Itself crowD(>d from its ongm. The 

ships from the Mcruterranf'an found it more advantageous 

to anchor in the roads of Odessa, as by resortmg to 

this open roadstead, they frequently aVOIded a l(>ugthened 

struggle against the rapid current~ and the shutmg sand 

banks in the liman of tJle DniepC'r. From the com

mencement of thIS century, the decline of Kherson 

became visIble; and in 180;1 s(>\'ernl travellers testified 

to the decay "f this great city, which had looked forward, 

on just grounds, to a rapId aggrandisement. 

The freedom granted to the port of Odessa., struck 

the last blow at the fortunes of the great entrepQt of 

the Dnieper. From that time &heMon almost ceased 
• to receIve in its waters any but those vessels which , 

&!rer unloading their cargoes of .. estern merebaadie , . 
at' OdesD, ptooeod thith.,. to take in, from • poiJrt 
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nearer their source, the wool and grain which the vast 

estutl.l)' of the Dnieper is enabled, in all respects, to 

supply on easier conditions. The streets of Kherson, 

now too spacious for their traffic, are filled with clouus 

of devouring dust; those quarters "~ch at one time 

were filled with well-stored shops, present now only a 

row of fronts closed to all trade; a. few rusty black 

gowns, the J ewish garmen~, are F-cen here and there 

at the dOt?fS of thesc> deserted bazaars, and hUggcst the 

image of greedy crows scenting out destructJ.on. Aud 

yet, for what great and noble resulb bad thc founder 

of this city,' the object of Ins affectIons, pa"ed the way . 
• 

A glance at the imposing ramparl" of the fortress, 

and the still eXIsting though llcgl('cted establi&bment 

of the a.dmirruty of Kherson, wIll give an ides. of 

the intentions of Potemkin, who l,ad fixed upon this 

spot as the key of the great southern f>tream. It is 

&t Kben.on that the remains of this pnn('e are buried. 

Snatched away by an unexpected dea.th, on the spot 
• 

to which we have referred, while crossing the steppe 

of Bessarabia., Potemkin, the most powerful of European 

ministers, was la.id in the modest church of KhersoD. 

In the. present day, Kherson is the capital of one 

of the governments forming part of the general govem

maio of New Ru~si&, a.nd bearing the same name . 

.4 .. fftCellt .oensus Allows us to ra.te the amount of its 
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population at twenty thousand j it is asserted that the 

city, the extent of which is enIJrmous, c~mtains, in the 

four quarters of which it is composed, no less t1wm 

three thousand six hundred houses. 

We had intend{:d to proceed from Kherson to Alechki 

by water, along the scattered branches of the Dnieper; 

the length of the journey is reckoned at 17 ven.ts, and 

it is stated to be remarkably picturesque in some parts, 

where the traveller makes his way through .tall reeds, 

surrounding him like a wall. At Alechki we expected 

to find a road that would lead us to Perecap. The 

timely ('oun8el of M. Vassnl diverted us from attempting , 
this route, now no IUDgt'f pratLicablc. The post. houses 

throughout t.he c)..tent of the journey ha(1 been pulled 

down, and the hOf'l6s taken to swell the &upply for the 

government relays at Khcrson, in anti cipation of the 

numerous travellers daily expected. We were accordingly 

compelled to take the route, ascending the suearo as 

far as Berislafl', ODe that was certainly far longer, and . 
would c&use us a. delay of several hoW'S. 

Before Bunset we ha.d reached the banks of the 

Ingouletz. This river, 8. tributary. of the Dnieper, runs 

between hanks of considera.ble height, not far from 
• 

which .,.. found eevera! deposits of kAolin. W. 

anived at the ferry by which the river is cro&&ed, 
through a long avenue of thickly-loav..! will,", trees 
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W;~h\Dg over. our heMs. The place was Q complete 

forest, ~ comparison wi~h the ever· dismal steppe which 

w~ had just crossed, and which we again encountered, 

~d found more gloomy than ever; for night w~ 

slowly advancing. At this hour of ,the day, in these 

solitary plains, it is impossible to {,ruard o.gninst an 

involuntary feeling of mehl.!lcholy: the darkness, which 

grows on the travellcr , n.nd will soon envclop him, , 
renders the sense of isolation more complcUl; it 

deprives him of the only spectu.cl~ whiell can cheer 

him on such Q rond, that of the light.. 

Towards eight o'clock we reached a station j here 

we obtained, at the hands of a landlady who spoke 

German, the daily cup of ten and its slender neces· 

saries. From this point we tro.velled in coml)any with 

a general officer j he wns retuming from Vosncsscnsk, 

and, like ourselves, proceeding to ihe Crim~a; our 

two equipages travelled at an equal pace. At mid

nigllt we traversed the streets of Be.rislaff~ bencath 

the veiled beams of the moon i on readling the post. 

bouse, kept by a Jew, we found the wbole Israelite 

.~~y sle~pins: in the open air, in 0: little court.yard. 

:W:ith a ~egree or' luxurious refinement worthy' the 

9a18 o~ 'Sybacis, .ea;ch had adopted for his . couch one 

pi. ·those. post telegue., whose joltings on the rough 

.-.d &le so unendurable. Ere we could awaken this 
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QS3W1bly of bleep('rs, one oM woman especially, whose 

commauds were supreme, a cOlislderable time elapsed·; 

fUlI.l before we ('QuId resume our journey , we we;e 

faul) done to death by a IOllg ngmarole, in the mo:t 

hOrrible Jew Germa1l \uth which Chnsull.n cars Cwl .. 
be scan1icd. 

We arc ullable to sptllik Ub to the lIU portance of 

Benblalf, wllll.h wt-' thus pasbed through Itt lllght, or 

,uther anI)' In part travel ~eU , retunlmg afLerward& on 

vUl bW}lb. II, Ib bltuuted un a fine pluteau, COlD

U1uudlllg tllf' northerll bunk of tht' UllIeper. The 

h LrCCts arc bt.rwg}lt and re6'1l1urly phmned, Ub 13 the 

cuse'lIl all the b(':.t utw ... of moJenl RUSbUl. llenslatr 

dntc!> I t:. fonudaUOll III til(' gJonoub days of the 

Emprcsf:> Cailif'fUU', ut the tmw when that great. sove

reign Wfif:> d(,bITOUS uj fvrtlf)lllg her cOlIllllund ov('r 

lhf' newl) conquered t('rntorY, by a hne of gan'lsooN, 

wlucL bhould secure her m It:. tranquil pOSSe!:l81011. 

Kisllkerman, or the Red Fort, was tLe Tatar n~ 

of the ' little ' mtlItary post commandmg the passage 

of the ~tream, ere the new town was bUilt. Five 

important roads meet in Benl;,laff, and render ita: . 
enstence precisely on tllat spot a. matter of necessity. 

By the road from the south, or from l'erecop, large 

qutLlltlties of salt are brought mthm Its w&lls. Two 

~, jJ) .the direc.tion of the Dorth-east«u Pl'()vlnces~ 
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lead to the government of Ekaterinoslaff and towards 

the Cossacks of the DQll; another, running due north, 

C\ltg through the unmense desert streoohing towards 

Ppltawa and the Slobodis.lls of the Ukraine. I.astly, 

the fifth road by wlneh we had been ,Joumeymg, is the 

same which opep!> a commulllcalJ.on wIth t.iIE' western 

countnes of Europe, by Kher<;on, Nlkolmcff, 1U1d Odessa. 

From the plateau on fhwh tile toWll st.and!>, thE' 

road descends by II. ~teep decllVlty to the nver 

bank, where u floatmg· bndgE' IS found, lonnmg a 

shght curve acro~s the rapHl current of the strE'aro. 

While our horses w('re advanclIlg with CftutIou~ steps 

filong the )'leldmg floor, we began to l"ontem~late 

the vast expanse of grey watrr<o befort, U&, Icflcctlllg 

the clouds dnftmg before tht' wmd Once mort' we 

were gazing all the Borysthen(,<j uf tho anCIent geo

graphers, whose graplnc IlIune denoted the prC'valence 

of tempestuous wmds Tills splendid ~tream, so often 

the subject of hiStory III the tIme of the Scythians, 

h88 lost its noble appellatlon, to the great injury of 

the language of poetry: in the same way has the 

Tyras of the Greek~ gtven plllCe to the Druester;. the 

Hypanis yielded to the Boug, and the harmonious 

Tana\p, become lessened to the Don, The Greeks, 

buutiful in speech, poets even In the slightest words 

<Ji.lf;tit ~~ whirh Homer ruscovered, little dreamed 
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that that refined harmony of syllables, of which they 

were so proud, would thus b~ swallowed up by the 

rugged idiom <of the north. 

We, however, return to our bridge, and to the in

undated approach~s of the Drueper. Asceuding the 

left bank of the river, we proceeded for a. considerable 

space uJ>'?n a yieldmg soIl covered with water j after 

another change of horses a.t a. station wlthm a. short 

distance of Bcrislaff, we turned suddenly off to the 

south, proceeding in a chrect hne to Pcrecop a.nd the 

narrow isthmus of Taurida. 

At the end of this monotonous route , of 'l\ltich, 

for 'lack of slcE'p, we hnd to endure all the tedium, 

we arrived on the 14th of September in the town, or 

rather large village, whirh IS the portal of the Crunea, 

and is called Perecop. Before Taurida. became a 

Ru."isian province, thill "illage bore a name replete 

with Eastern grandiloquence, Or-Gapy, the Royal 

Gate. It was thus that the Tatars designated the 

8~ntly in'signiftcant entrance to an entrenchment 

dividing the isthmus, and uniting the two seas. After 

cro~ng & bridge over the deep b,ut much dilapidl\ted 

ditch, whieh is still in existence, the tnveller ill in 

Pereoop. It OODsists of one single street, 'Whiqh, 

from ;111 bzel4th, might be co&d • ,8quayo. Te lb. 

right and . 1<I the left may be seen « I<lJenloIo """" .... 
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of houses, standing at wide distances from each other, 

the most salient of wJPch consists of no more than a 

ground floor, covered with a roofing of planks or 

reeds j yet, notwithstanding its wretched appearance, 

the advantages of Its position give. to this village a 

special degree of importance. Perecop is the entrance 

gt.te to the government of Taunda, and tbe entrench· 

ment by which the peninsula is elm.ed Rnd isolu.ted. Its 

present name, derived from a RUSSIan word, Sigullymg 

8. trench between two· seas, exactly descnbes Its po. 

sition in the geography of Taurida. Perccop is also 

a central customs station, where an active regulative 

influence is exerWd on the immense exportatIon of 

salt from the neighbouring seas and the lakes of 

the peninsula. All these adnunibtratJ.ve functIons, 

however, tend in no way to rehcve the melancholy of 

the surrounding salt-impregnated steppe, which still 

retains the evidences of its submersion at some re· 

mote period. Herodotus, Strabo, and Plmy have 

expressed the 0pullon, that in formef ages Taurida 

was sep1lX&ted from the continent: and the oharacter 

of the soil of the isthmus is not repugnant to this • • 
hypothesis. Its level is so low, that from the centre 

• of the pasBSge across it, which is as much as seven 

"erate in lenath, one might fancy one's.self below 

the level 0{ -the two 86as. The Sivaehe threatens 
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you , on the east, and the Black Sea on the west. 

A glance at the posipon of tb,e peninsula on a map 

will suffice to perceive the striking difference between 

the outlines of the sea. and of the lake. The putrid 

lake, whose wave~ sink powerless upon a low beach, 

exhibits, in the outline of its shores, 8. thousand fan. 

tastic and varying contortions. The Black Sea, on 

the conuIll)', lying in a deep bed, presents a steady 

and ll\.0re even line of coast. 

Perecop is inhabiwd chiefly by the servants of the 

government and by a grea.t number of J ews, who abandon 
.. 

themselves with delight to all their native uncleanliuess. 

We 'Should be much IiStonished to be told that t.his 

was one of the most commendable situations in a sanitary 

point of view. The viscous sea lying so close to the 

village, constantly heat.cd to the very bottom of its slimy 

bed, brives forth, according to certain travellers, a miasma, 

injurious to the quality of the surrounding atmosphere. 

In ~e inestimable work of M. Montandon, already quoted 

by _ us, we find; however, a contrary opinion expressed. 

This . .'~riter Pl?ints out Perecop as a particularly healthy 

spot,,in the teeth of all contrary prej~d.ice. That wh~c.h 

ilJ ,certainly . true, without. entering in,.,~ 1\ discussi~n)~~ 

to. ~~ .deletezi.ous .~cts, is, that th~. putrid. ~4. ~~, ;~~~. 
the. ~4o~e · of,'QUs . oouqtry., a. gre9.t " l?Our~:, ot~··~ 
mOYemcnt. _ .. On. its tihoreSt ;&Ild· o'll-.those oLtbe',.J.Uiliili;, 
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bouring lakes, a considerable quantity of salt is gathered, 

constituting an importn.rtt ltem of revenue to the govern. 

ment. This produce, which IS collected dunng thf' 

summer, is conveyed In every directIOn, even to the 

centre of the Empire, by long cannans, of which we 

never saw a gteater numLer, or any more plentifully 

laden and picturesque 1Il appeara.nce, than til the llarrow 

isthmus of Perecop. theY I are the four. wheeled fleet.,. 

of the steppe. There 1<; a custom pe.cuhar to the 

Tatars, whICh consists Hi llarneSSJllg theIr droIDfdario,> to 

their waggons. Thrse ammal.., fnc of an Illhmrablf' brcf'd, 

and grow to a vcry large !OlI.e; they appear, for 

the most part, obedient to thf' vQire of their m~ten;. 
Some cases, however, are Iclatcd, ill which dromcdllllf''l 

have become infunated WIth rage, nnd have almost 

devoured tlierr dnvers. This species of team has fl.n 

Imposmg appearance: the two powerful animals advance 

at a slow and measured pace, drawing, Without apparent 

effort, the beavuy laden mad~ars of the Tatnra 

The vehicle so called, IS on four wheel;; its Sides are 

01' solidly oonstructed burdles, and the whole i" covered 

with a kind of thh:k felt, made of camels' hair. • TIle 

austere &nd primitive forms of thIs sunple car would 

lead one to conjecture that its antiquity 1S remote, 

and that it may h&ve been htUlded down from the 

nomadic 8c~a, who lived 1n such vehiclf's-itinerant 
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dwellings--quorum pUHutr6 fJugas rite trahunt domu, says 

Horace. In the present day Chis is practised by the 

Nogais, who prefer, in their vagrant mode of life, the 
covenng of the madgiar to the permanent shelter of 8. 

house. 

From Perecop, the route advances rapidly towards 

the south, and rumo"lt on starting a considerable town 

IS met with. ArmianskOl-Bazal', as l~ name denotes, 

IS a market held by Armenian':!. Every article of utility 

to the carriers, who come to obtain salt, all appurtenances 

and necessarIes of the whf'elwl1ght and harn('ss maker, 

are found collected together in this entrop&t of industry, 

and "the ine~it.able dem9Jld for them mu .. t render them 

a certain source of profit. PII.,<;sing thIS Sllot, the road 

continuf's over the steppe, and the traveller begins to 

inquire where in the world can be that Taurida, whose 

picturesque beauties it is impossible to speak of, but 

an allusion to rustic Helvetill., and to fair Italy, will 

perforce creep into the laudatory phrase. The fact is, .. 
that the portion of the peninsula., renowned for its 

beautiful 'Scenery, lies quite in a l'emote region, on either 

slo~ of its rich and picturesque herder of mountain.s. 

The northern slope, rising more gently than the other, 

is replete with beautiful spots j but the southern de

clivity, of a more a.brupt character, presents within. & 

__ BOlTOW]Y .. nfinod ty the sea, all the beantie/J of 
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the finest and most graceful srenery. Without adopting 

the somewhat satirical' view of the English travollE>r, 

who compares the Crimea to a cloak spread out, and 

its beautiful gardens in thE> south to a narrow bonier 

of lace , we wIll say, tllat though l11e portIOn of her 

splendours which nature has allotted to it be scnnty, it 

is nevertheless complete. It IS 8.b though she had 

placed at the extremity df theRe ini.ermmable plains 

this enchanting chain of rock" and verdure, in order . 
to show to those who flo('k hith('r from afM, for once 

in their lives, forests, sparkling sprmgs, anu all the 

romantic beauty of mountain scen('l'Y. 

Thus, then, as far as the environ'! of 'Sympheropol, 

or for nearly two-thirds of the hreadth of the Crimea, 

from north to south, we hn.ve the same extent of plain 

as before, only If pos"ibJc, more lcvel still, traversed 

by endless caravans, dotted ,nth 0. few Villages, and 

lined over to a greater extent than in any previous 

instance, by numerous khourgans, arran sed in an order 

evidently denoting some sYRtRm of correspondence. For 

instance, some rows may be observed, comprising from 

four to seven of tlrese tumuli formlllg lines, each taking 

a. peeuliar direction. We are not aware whether the 

rdEilful engineers who constructed the recent map o~ 

RU'Ssia, cal1td th~ ordnance mRop":"an excellent work, 

and wOl"thy in all particulars the distinguished merita 
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of that corps of officers_have taken notice of all thesp 

khourgal1l; wh ich must frequently ha.ve romp into use 

in t.he COUNe of theIr surveying operatlOnl'. A special 

map, showmg the situation A.no rapricious arrangement 

of these mnumerable elevation<;, whiCh R.re found· so 

elosely ranged tog€'iher, from the' plateaux of thp ])on 

to the reglOm; in the llf>lghhourhood of Tnllrlda, and 

which branch off tlwnCl' like dlSt.iLllt sentmp]!;) as far 

as the bltnks of the Danube, th(' confin('s of Poland, 

and the lJort.h (If RusslIt, wmIld undoubtedly present 

atl ample fid" for study and Rl)('cuintlOn. Whr-tlter .. 
these tumult are stmplr t.omb .. , or wht'tlwr. 10 t.h" 

remote times from whll'h they IU'P hund€'d down, thf'y 

served some IIOW uuknown purpo<.H\ I t I'> l1ev~rthcles" 

B fact, that on tll(' stepp(' of tIl(' Umnen, theIr utility 

is still recogni~ed. The herd!:>, when th(>y have to cull 

together the horses and droIDrdanes undf' r their (.hargf', 

station themselves up'on the-IT summit .. to command II 

view of the su~ounding plain, a.nd mthin n recent penod, 

8. line of telegraphic communicatlOn has been estnblished 

across the peninsular, taking fidvftntsge of these IUlc'i~nt 

observatories. 

We w~re B.pproachmg tlle Pond of our solitary journey, 

the southern range of mountains were marked in yutliDe 

in the distance, ana we coulQ al~a.dy recognize features 

previoufUY ob$ervpd by Uli. In our intfmlpted C011t'6e 
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w~ had grea.tly di~tnnccd ult tbe tra.vellers we met WIth 

on the road, and thou~h we had bometimes to put 'up 

wIth considerable delay ill challglll g horses-a e,'Tievance 

of whic.b, it is true, we uevcr tleard any 'one complain , 

nnd which seemed to be Il custom ·Rencra.lly Mopted 

Illld patiently endured-it must he eonfessed that the. 

po!;tillions, stimulated hy an encoUNtgpmcnt (',(pressed iI, 

lUI uni\'ersal lu.ngd'agtl , whirled UII 0\ er the ground witll 

11. speed which sometimes grm\ Illarnnug. W(' I'XPtlcteJ 

every moment, ill spilt:' of I'l'ccuutlou.., I'cnewod at tl1(' 

ond of each IStage, to bce til{' \\heel& of ou r hght carnag\~ 

burst out into 0. flarue. -l'owatJ !> fi\ e o'c1oc~ , the 

fi rst tufts of foliage greeted "m. from the little vall!'), 

of the SalgJ!ir ; UI IJ, fe\\ IllUlUtc5 ufter, we crossed 

the almost dried up bed of tIlt' dllnjl1u Li~I' river, Il11J 

entered the streets of tile new Wv.n of SJUlpltl·ropol 

by n. road fonned at the expell8C of the t.urrountlmg: 
• meadows. The streets of this toWll beem as though 

1116Y had been built for giants: they.u lead up to • . . 
church of an ambitious style of architecture, though 

the *materials of which it is built seem any thing but 

solid. The same Bort of tropble we had expen el\eed 

at Kherson was repeated here j it wa.s with the grea.test 

<IilIioult~ that we at. last found a miserablo mn, kept by 

& -German. We had ilie 9I1lle supper as Ilt NikolalC~, 
eI.cept that this time <wo .had longer to wrut for the 

VOL. U. 
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scp.nty repast, IUld whEJll our appetites were satisfied, 

we souglit repose on a narrow wooden sofa, whieh 

had originally been .tuffed with hay. Let it be under

stood, once for all, that this-is the invariable treatment 

at in~s bearing 'the perfidious sign designated tT~tiT 

. throughout the Crimea. 

Friday, September 3-15, was the day fixed for tht> 

general gathering of our wandering party. Th1s rendez-
• 

vans had been agreed upon at Yalta, at the time when 

we broke up into separate sections, and the l)lacc 

appointed was the port of Eupatorin or Kosloff, on the 

western coast. Tbis spot appeared a favourable one 

for sending off' our collections by sea, and our naturalists 

had already heen there some days. ACcordingly we 
• 

took thf' road towards that port wlthout delay, and 

leaving our equipag~ in the capital of Taurida, in on 

cptirely disabled eonditlOn, we adopted the still rougher 
• 

mode of conveyance by a Wegue. I;'rom Symrheropol 

to the town tp which we were proceeding, the distanoe 

is reckoned to be sixty-two versts, the road lying across 

a barreD plateau, rising gently at about two-tbir~s of 

For a space Qf eight VE!tsts, or two leagues, 

to Perecop is followed; you then' turlt.tlt a 

westerly direction, a.t R branch ro84l marked b.7 .. taU 

P':lla.r, erected whe~ Oatheri* Ii. visited. these OOUIltnes. . , 
In the same manner th&t . the diSt&nll6S are marked 
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upon posts throughout the empire, these mile stones 

are erected at the end bf every ten -verats, tbroughout 

the entire road over which the Empress travelled on 

her journey to the coast of the Crimea. 

We had started with impetuous .,t1ocit)" and expe

rienced a renewal of the accident mentioned by us in a 

previous page. A whe~ havmg come off, we weN' carried 

along I¥lme distance .,before 'the postillion, entirely abo 
o 

sorbed in his shouts of excitement, could be made to 

understand that every thi~g was not exactly as it should 

be behind; in fart, that his vehicle was travelling along 

upon its 8ide. At the summit of the plateau, we found 

the most wretched of hamlets, composed bf clay huts; 

these ill-constructed hovels are erected over holes in 

the ground. We., proceeded hence, down to the salt 

lakes of Sak, between which the 'road runs. Thcse 

lakes bear a high reputation in a sanatory pomt of vie~ 
, 

The most salutary agency is attributed to the greasy, 

loamy mud at the bottom and sides of them; During the 

period between tbe 15th of July and the 15th of August, 

a nUmber of invalids, suffering under rheumatic and 

ptu'alytic affections, repair to ~ borders of these laRes, 

and~ fn'bject themselves to a foretaste of the grave, 

by lying.in ditches, the sides of which a.r6 plastered over 

with this black mud, h~J by the sun's rays. The 

head aloM is .exempt from this inhumation, lIaid to be 
L 2 



of IIHI.t'veilous efficacy. As the miserable life led by the 

lIlvulids 'n the n8ighbouring vIllage of Sak, fI. lfret.cbed 

'l'1ll.a» hamlet, would 00 likely to "ount€ract the effects' of 

11i(, mud-bath, R house has ),ern built for the reception 

of those bathers,' who, from the stuk of their bealth, 

('oulJ not be easily moved. At the time of our visit, 
• • 

tile fine days w('re beginnillg to bctome HCfirCC, and all 

we saw round the lakes of Sn.~ were beaps of salt, •• 
collcrled dwiug the past senson. Bryonu the lakes, th(> 

road t.urnR to the North, ke£'pjng throughout along thC' 

sea.shore. Thr suburb). of K~tslo{r, which if, now doso 

at haud, COll<'ist of It multItnde of mills, \tiUl eight Mils. 

Among tiles/' mill ... WI' Tl'U1 arkcd 11 grent number con

structed on Il horizonwl R)'stmn, und moyed hy sixteeu 

YCJ.:t.ical sails, which rcc('ivo the wind., twd w·t upon n 

wHtml shaft.. A lo.1'ge n.nd handsome mo~qur arrested 

(lull-attention, but nll it has retaineu of its pa:.t magni. . . , 

flc(,llcc i~ a dome, still mnjl·slic. ill spite of its·dilapidated 

condition, its bcnub.fuJ minnrets having been d.cmol~hcd, 

Continuing our way along fl. quny, which the action of 

the waves is daily reducing ill width, W!l. halted before 

(\ house, the sign-hoard oj which, bearing the inscription 

"Auberge d'Eupatorie," sufficiently denoted ltft! absence 

of all competition. Those whom we sought were 

assembled in the spaciou"l apartments of tb.is building. 

A billiard 1.&b\e was the common restinw: place, 8Jld aU! the 
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memLers of the expedition flhareu alike tiul! humhle 

couch , whit.h Nmjurod \lp ('l)llIfortlt 'SH r~miniscon cE's 01 

Walla.dhio.. We found nw' companion' ill tbn mits .. or 
• 

the laLours their daily Rl:lluisitioDs had J )r('J~Ln,.1 for 

t.~m . The inn was converted .into- u pcrfct"t iahtlrll

tory. in which fi shes, IlJrds, phl.1l b anti mi uerol'l 'WI'l' 

undergoing all Rorts or t)pcro tioll ~ ncccssnry 1,0 pl'c .... cn 'l) 

them fOI' the benefit of' ::'C,~ I H· t·. T hclle rrocc('di ll ~11'I 

sOlll cwlul t astolli"hed nul' host, u Grcl.,k, with I~ wily 

('o&nt.cnanCl.', .who l'T(' t.mi$1l'd 1,0 k qUi te np to wlml 

WIlS going 011; Lut our ' l'illilT \\sitor .. \\t'W po .. iti\,('I., 

thunder-struck; RJ1J, notwithstondillg tiH,jr Ilnlnrni jm· 

pa.<J'SiLility. ccruJd nut rcfrR.i n , fi t the ~ig ll t ,,1' dli .. cil ll.O" 

of created t.hings, from g l'fl.H·I) lliLC' l'ing U liulo d uckillA 

sound with their tongllcs , M lIlu, ·lI 1.1:-1 t., sny, " Alhth 

if' gr{'o..t, Lut these tU'c sl rnnge fulk. " 

Thm~ , tll('n, wo ,-",'01'(' ll!lC(' 1II 111't.: UluWtl, 1l.1Ic1 our jin.t 

C' Rre was to discns~ t he plni\ vI' OUI f~l tilrl! jOUI'lH" 



CHAPTER IV. 

KOSLOF.- Yl\IPHEROPOL.-KARA-SOU-BA7.AR.-THEODOS1A. 

THE town of Koslof, like severat 

other towns in the TaUlic p.e

ninsula, is kndwn in the Crimea 

by three different names, o.ll of 

which have been conferre,d upon 

it in accordance with the muta

tions in the history of the country. The Tatars, to all 

ppearance the founders, and for a long period the 

sole possessors of this maritime settlement, give it 

the name of Gouzlov or Gheus]ev: as to the true 
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etymology of this word, find ;t who can. Eastern 

geography, so fertile in images, is. here deficient in 

its accustomed. clearness. After the conquest by the 

Empress Catherine. the nsmes of ancient history were, 

as far 88 possible, restored to those cities which had 

continued in existence down to the present time j as 

to those· which had disappeared from the surface of the 

soil, it was desirous that their names should be rescued 

from oblivion, by bestowing them on some modem locality. 

For this reasoD, Gouzlov, of which there is no mention 

In the works P£ ancient geographers, received, at that 

period, the name of Eupatoria, in memory of a ('ity so 

called, wIuch in the time of Mlthridates Eupat<lr stood 

on the "ergo of the Heracleoiic peninsula, on tbe same 

spot OD which the village of Inkermann now stands. 

This bea.utiful Greek name, however, has not prevented 

the Ta.tar city from retruruug, a.mon~ tha.\feople, its 

ancient a.ppellation ,of Gheuslev or Gouzlov, which the . . 
Russians have cbnverted into Koslof. This latter name 

is .. tha.t now most commonly applied to it in orclinary 

lang~e, &lthough in all public docum.ents it. new 

denomination is the ouly one officially reoognise4, 

Ko,lo£ was fonuerly • powerful T.tar city.: its beauti.(ul 
mosques, from their twenty lofty minarets, commanded 

the 81llTOlUl<bng oduntry; its b&ths. its baz...... ..d its 

wotbhops. mad. it the f";"DAte rival of Baghtcltob. 
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Saral and of Kara.80u.Bazar, the producllvi.' rltws of 

~be Empire" of tbi.' K6ans Its l)ort lyas capaNf' of 

r~ceiving Q oonsiderable number of yes.scl~ entering with 

~e.rgoes from Constantmoplr-. It l~ true that the port 

is ill prou>ctRd from the weather , fll"ftl sometunes dan. 

g~ous; but these unfa .... ourable circumstances were not 

oC It kind likely to detRr the salloN of the East, who 

}onsoJe tbemS<'kes under Rll lfliHictlOns, l,y (>xc1alllung,'" It 

was written." 

FlourishiAg though tius great TAtar (,Ity mlly onc(' • 
have been, it mu<;t he confcl>sed that III the present. doy 

there is nothmg left hut' ruins, to hear WItness to its 

former proipcrity. Koslof HI Rtlll a CIt.y of Vil,St exlt'nt, 

but in -its narrow fmrl rrrebTtllar streets httle else i ... to 

be found than crumbhng walls, WRStll enclosures, and 

lowwbuilt and dilapidafRd housos. One qua.rter ruune blill 

contains ft few bazaars. peopled WIth drow!'.) merchants, • 
and Ii few .kshops, in.. wblCll fL branch of mdustry I~ 

carried aD) whick brings somt' pront to this fallen city . 
• 

Koslof supplies the market with felted goods, and a.rt.i.cles 
• 4 

in.' morocco leather. Th& karrum Jews estabhshed here 

'are s~ jewellere, and e~cel in the manufactw"c of ,,' a kind 6f ornament , great request among the Jowlsh 

arl~'Tatar wo"ifbn. Living here is cheap j aud if the 

citY-Its ~eserted, it is .Dot for want of provisions. The 

uiiU ~" Of ttie nt'glf"ct into which Koslof has fullen 
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are, the engrossing pt'08perity of Odessa, and the inClllase 

of the coasting. trade in that part 'of the port of Sevastopol 

appropriated to commerce. We must add, at the risk of 

meeting with opponen~, that the climate of this part 

of the coast, and the proximity of the salt lakes of Sak, 

must prove injurious to the inhabitants of Koslof: fo~. 
even !ldmitting, 88 we do, the curative qualities ascribed 

to the mud of the lakes, we cannot conclude, thenC!' , 

that their exhalations are equally ~eneficial to the public 

health. During our stay at Koslof we hM opportuuitieR 
• 

of observing among the inhabitan ts numerous syml1toID':; 

of endemic frverR. Tlw R:pprou.ch of the equinox, 

however, and th, instability of the temperature, produce 

in many other localities the same results 

The 16th of September was spent by us in a. state 

of almost complete incarceration. A furio~s tempest 

r~ed over the conn try: the gusts of wind were so 

vlolent, the pouring c~ouds so Athick. and dose, that we 

were scarcely able to obtain a glimpsi of the vicinit.y 
o 

of our abode. At a few paces from us the waves dashed 

:gains~ the spore. carrying away, by the violence of the 

ShMk, a portion of the a.lready reduaed strand, o~ whiel. 
• 

the finest houses in Koslof n.re built. On this ill-protected • 
shore 8 large and convenient jetty hat- recently ~n 

erected, a handseme structure of' timber, from whieh 
• • 

the largest boats cau be laden with eas&; but vessels 



ar-. under the necessity of anrhonng a.t a grea.t distanCt.~ 

&om. the shor&. Tho' positJ.on of the port dunng the 

prevalence of north.westerly wllld is little better than 

in'convenient; bu.t when the wII\d blows with any violence 

from the Bouth, ot 8Outh~we8t, It IS IA:JsitlVply dangerous, , 
On the day we speak pf, ten brigs of considerable tonnag(' 

were anchoring before Ko-slof; they appeared very ill 

A.t ease in the midst of (Oven thiS ~CfL, whICh might hA.v(' 

been much rough PT . 
• 

The nex~t mf)rnmg we Vlsitrd tho grcatrr PfU't of tht:' 

city. Ita. pnnClpa.1 monument 1'1 Its hU'gc Rud superh 

mosque, ('aUed Djouma.DJumal A bold cupola, sur· 

roun/led by slxtRen domes of flmaller.duuenslOns. SUT· 

mounts thiS Imposmg eddlce, whosp "trong walls atl' 

pierced WIth nfU'fOW apertures, m the sllape of bysantm(' 

ogives. 'fwo mmarets cOlJlillewd thIS nch design, but 

the WInd' baa Jevellf'd them, IUld then frllg1llents strew 

the ground beneath. Thl" mos~ue. the most beautiful 

a.nd most spacious in the CrlmeR, was founded m 1552 . , 
by the khan DE'vlet.GheraJ, f\.8 j" Rttestcd hy a deed 

deposited in the sanctuary. The eighteen sovereigns 

'Wilo, until tile a.nnexation (If Taunda., sat in sucoossion 

on the thrOne of B!'8'htcheh-Sar&l, have all appended 
• 

their signarores to this &uthentlc document, a.nd thiS 
• ..... p of pazehlD6Dt has outlll8ted both the dynasty of 

the GheMl B'8d the Mus8ulman monarchy. 
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A nUmbl'l' of KtJl"'lIl1~, wtth their ampl(' go.rmeuts, 

ItnU scv('ral Tzttars of Lbe upper- c1uss, .. who sp(,lld lha 

who}C' day smoking at tlw d~ors of tho coffee shops', 

form the ehte of the ~.vulatton of Koslof. The women 

!lve secluded from the gnze of the profane. Thf' 
• • 

courtesy of our host, however-one of those Gred ... s • 
of whom Juvenru spc'o.ks, who nrc ready to Lum th c'II' 

lUl.Ilds to tmy tillng, 0. mun of resources, If c\'cr th(>rc 

were one - afforded us an opportunity of catdllng 
• 

a glimpse of onl~ of t.hese Tatar women of Koslof, 'm 

{'h.tI:IL'iy guardt'J, Thn~ pl' r')onagl' was nu o~'ler thnn 

till' w&' of It certAm mer('hallt, f~ fnl'nJ of our Greek, 

who,se ('ornmenii hltlllL~ ImJ no donut sofwued JIIS 

ronjugru sc"cn.ry, fol' he requll'('d hut. httle entreaty to 

be persuR.dcd to present Ins w& to us. If we may Judge 

by the favourable speCimen Jwought beton' us, !ill hononr 
• 

and pnus(' are due to the \\ umfn of Koslof, .11lC Indy 

In questlOn "'BS indeed of rf'tnarkaLk beaut) : long hun, 
• 

barely lmprisoued In a silk kert'hief, the folds of wluch 
• • 

hung negligently down, moj"t und clear eyes, a soft and 

tranqtul gaze, a. pretty littl(' 1Ieo.d, shghtly drooplDS from 

a ne8k 01 unspeakable whiteness, such was thls lovely 

daughter of Maliomet,. a. fit heroiut' for a We of the . , 
Al'ahia,1l.D1ghta:. A sort 'Of dressing gown closely fttting 

ht'r shape, WIth a neck scarf cmbroi3ered w1th gola <8.Jld 

:-Ilver, tJ:owsers of light textur~t amI baboaehci lined with 
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morocc<?, completed her attractive neglige. Tlm taken 

by surprise in her everr~y charms, the lady nevertheless 

8etra bUt little emblU'lUsment: she soon retired, 

bo: er. to OlD" great sorro . 

On bar 5_17 , w~ prepared for de-

partur&. less encumhered with· baggage, owing 

.to our baying left 'tea 
collections, 

covered earria~e for our sick companion, while the 

con~nt travellers bestowed themselves two by two 

in tbeir telegues. Ere tak-i.ng leave of the town, we 

Wa1!e ubes from Odessa, to continue their operations. 

For a distance of thirty-fi e versts, our progress was 

uniJnpe e ; onr ~1l'gue8, under· the safe-guard . of .. 
Miehael, .ped aU the way,. leaving M. Huot behind, 

advanc.in at It cautious pace beneath the felt cQnfng 

of But at Toulat, a wreuhed hamlet 

the necessary conferences 

negotiation. At last we succeeaed in obtaining two 



158 

long vcbIdes of wicker work; narrow baskets perched 

upon immense wheels. We ranged ourselves in them 

in n row, with no other accommodation than a scantf 

litter of straw, and no shel~ but a. sky overcast 

with clouds, IlIlticipnting the darkness of night. In 

iliis . fashiun our mournful train advanced, drawn by 

lean horses, too feeble for their task. The clouds 

t>oon converted themselves into rain, whioll becrunc u. 

tolTI"nt: a violent sronn, minglf)d with hail and snow, 

burst upon UB, and Jrenched u~ with its icy streams; 

our ca.rri.ages became so many overflowing tanks, and tho 

plain was converted mto a largf> ponu, in which our 
• 

grotesque vehicles WeTe plunged, nnd thus did we wade 

on in the midst of water until midnight At last we 

entered Sympheropol, which we had ft. dozen times, in 
• 

our despair, -rancicd we discovered through thl' hift! ble 

dELl'kness around us. An excellent floor, bare Rnd cold, 
• 

awaited Uli to~restore our wearied limbs. 

The next day we were delighted to find ourselves 

under the roof 'of a clean new house, agreeably situated 
• • 

in Q part of Sympheropol bearing most resemblance to 

a Euopean town. We presented o\U"Selvcs to the civil 

governor of TaufJda, M. Mourounzoff, who for the tllird 
• 

time received a section of our expedition, a.D.d notwithstand

ing that he was busily pre-occupied with the expected 

arrivAl of the ' Imperial Comt, he gave UB a most 
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kind welcom. Let us add, that a lenmed pQ)fessor, 

M. de SLeven, who her~ leads a life of pleasant reure_ 

utent, as did, for a. long time, the illustrious Pallas, 

received us with that fraternal cordiulity which the Rtudy 

of science "inspires. A complete· :herbarium of the 

pl~ts of Taurida, and u.n etymological collection, contain

ing specimens of every known sprcies in t~lC country. 

c:ollstitnt.e the scientific treasures which !lL lie ~tevell 

has assembled wit.l~ persevering Io.hour. We should 

mention, ruso, the museum of M. Kaznll.t.l'hcefl', illns

trlltiug the con{'hology of tlJC Blac·k Sea. fUlel tilt' Seo of 

Azofi', and t'ontn.inillg specimens of tl,e most frmarkablc 

fOSlolils in the Crimea. 

An excursion to Sahli. will aflord n morning's employ

llhmt to the. studl'llt who wishes to invcstig'flU' IJlo 

lUlturru productions of this canton, wlJic1t i~ liituate(\ 

on the north(,nl slope of tho mountll.ins to the E,()ulli of 

Symphcropol. A largc lanucd estate, comprising £Ill that 

is usually thought requi site to compose what UlO Frcnt'll 

call une. terre; namely, woodland, fields, ~l1agrs, &c_ is t.o 

be found at ~aL1i: Ev€'u ' to the mnnsion, and the 

avenue of chesnut . tree;, surrounded by well Hto~kcd 
kitcllen gardens, nothjn~ is wanting to complete the com

parison. On this domrun, and in the villfLges depewlillg 

from it, the peasants not employed III tile laLoUl'li 

of the field devote thtJir attention 1.0 tlte manufacture 
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of 0, qparse kind of cloth, nnd to the 4iabrication of 

pottery. Not far from Sabli fI.te several pits, affording 

Il supply of that greasy earL" called fuller's earth, ahd 

which the. Tatars call kit The frequent use made of 
• this es.rth in the domestic economy of these people. 

opens a raMI market for it throughout the Crim~a. 

Meanwhile, the da)s were growing f,howr, and the 

approach of winter Wfl,ij begmoing to be felt; at night , 

and. m the morning. tho cold a.·~H.l ,llmost continual 

rain marked the llerioJ of the autumnnl equiuox .. III 

bpito of these Rnd prognust.ies, It vis'it to Tchnwr-Dagh 

offered too many u~iecLs of useful stuU) for us to 

forego 80 Jllwrestlllg un excurSIOIl. 

AccordlDflly we ·set .cut forUnvitJl , but ~o delighted 
• 

at once more finding our Tatar steeds to CfU'ry us over 

tho~ moun tins. Riding these horses is decidedly tllO 

best mode of performmg the joume); they arc s .. ple, 

active, obedient, cautious wheu going over bad ground, 

and swift when the road is , level. The first pla.ce we 

rea.cbed was Kilbouroun, a name compounded. of the 

term nlready mentioned,'" Ib,t· applied to all lofty . .' prruuontories, 8J.ld the word kil, the meaning of which 

we have given 0. few lines :igher, Kilbouroun is 

truly a height Qf almost majestic 'dimensions, Some 

distanoo further, we crossed ,the Salghir by the bridge 

of njolma, and perceived lIot far from us tbS ruius 
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known by th~ name of E~kl 8111'0.1, or the old ptl.h\,\·e. 

According to a tradition I\mong the people of the COUlltcy, 

tltese frst,rments are 1..h(' tlc:;ertcd rf'mains. of fl. l )all~ee 

commenced by the kllMS but. never compl~t.ctl·; ~.;llile 

jf we are to trust the learned PILl Ills; tlw W'Oh'TApil cr, 

historian nnd naturalist of Taurida, whom sill' hll<; 

a.dopted Q!< her well~.belov('fl SOH , til .... !\iln.pidflt.Pli WIlli!'; 

of E Rki Sarfl.i arc nothing ,mofC th all the nli m. of a. 

little Genoese fort. We had neit.hl'l' tilJll', HOI' imlpcd 

t.h e requisite data, to decide Lf'twf'f'1l the Mus<;ullllftn 

tradition and the ~gcui()us hypothesis of til(' !-.Jj VItIl t.. 

We next beheld SoultUlI . Mahmoud, wit.h iis minfU'ets 

o\'erlooking the surroun~ling orc\um.l -:. and 13.<;11.1 Ttlltlfki, 

8. village situated a.t it j'onsid('tItLIC' dC'YIltioli on th, ' 

steep declivity of the large system of TII ouIiLaill~, above 

which T ehnrlir-Dagh raiRoR it!'> SITflight !Iud (·'/Il.rly-(\('fincd 

outline. 

After winding round the i lllsl'. (If t.t l!' Iwight whi('h 

we wished to ascend on its sou th~rn si(it' , we hfl.lu~.l 

for the night at Korbek, a T atar "ill~(' , ill a grand 

a.nd picturesque situation. Frum KorLd{ thert' is It view 

of the sea and of the- valley of Alouchffi, trenching down, 

like an immense ditch, ~ the sea-shoT('; amI lastly, of 

Alouchta itself, a farge Tatar "iUnge, keeping watch, 

like an advlWced sentinel, over ttu: apl'l'OUChflS to Lhe 

gigantic ravine. 

VOT,. n. M 
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Day had not yet dawned when we had already com· 

mcnced ascending Tchadir.Daglt Its sides are suffi

cient!y practicp.ble on this side to allow of horses beil1g 

used up to a considerable height, the rider being in 

perfect safety dnrlng the ascent. After passing through 

fertile orchards, plateaux clothed with abundant pasturagC', 

and finally, a few straggling strips of a vast forest , we 

rellChed the spot Whe-fO the last subordinate pea.ks of 

the mountain are clothed with clumps of trees, now 

becoming few and Acnttercd. OUT station for the night. 

"\vas estnblished by our guides, in a. place where a kind 

of shelter was nfforrled against the cold winds of the 

sea. The labour of the Tatars, skilfully directed by 

Michael, soon completed fI. Toot of woven branches, It 

useful defence against tht:' vapours which began towards 

sun-set to envelop the summit of TchQdil'~Dagh, We 

had still o.n hour's daylight before us, which we employed 

m pursuing vnJtnres on their way back to their nests 

in the hollows of the adjoining rocks, The pursuit was 

wearying, arid unfortunately unsuccessful: these birds, 

which ~ only be brought down by Q buliet, soar a.t 

suell a height in the air that an O'l"dinary fowling~piece 

cannot reach them, The best marksman among the 

Tatars, stimulated by the promise of -a handsome reward, 

proved neither more skilful. nor more fortunate th&t1 

ourseivt's, Rnd the marauders of the air escaped with a. 
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sucoeSS10ll of explosions, which si·nrccly lhsturhpJ thl'1I 

inaccessible haunts . 

• Mennwhile, our lIldeflitJgaLle ami Rd, enlurOllS gl'ologtst 

had been anxious to take advftntagf' of tIl!' short ghmp ... e 

of daylight left. us, to C'xtUTlilH' more tio&C'ly !L llllgtl of 

rocks at SOIU/' considerable distance; alld we be-itchl !tim 

onc(' more d<'scf'nding into the ll (>pth~ of 11 m"lIle, ",III're 

he WilS ""oon lost to Right. 1 Night l\~h!u1Wl, ftlHl the 

"darkness grew deeper nnd deeper, tIlt uL I,l-"t It '\Il" 

~eompletR, Ilnd our companion coulrl no 10Ilgl'1" feluTl1 

to us. At dawn · our ftnXlot) lIH' ff'RSrd, Hot IJ(l!l rlH~ 

any answer to our signals; we iIflSgill(>d, howrvcr,1i Ul I 

finding himself unaLle to nellie,!, I}W tll 'lk 11 (' hud 1mll'·I". 

taken, M .. Huot had tahn rrfug(· ill <,Offir <;hf' phf'ni\ 

hut, such as wr had Heen on tl/ f' Rldl'S. of the mounUU II 

on the previous day .• We ftchlf'v('d our a<"c4'1l1 WlliJOut 

further cause of fUlxlety. Early in th., lnOl"Olltg \\' ~' 

reached the plateau of, Tchn.d.ir.Vugh, hy 11 nUlldJel· of 

narrow paths, which we succecdC'cl III /·llInhmg, though 

not without difficulty. The lumost perpcndll'ulllr ~idc~ 

of the mountain are composed of a. fri!lbl(' gn') lllncstollc 

rock, with veins of a. darker ('ulour, ilnd .emltting II 

'slightly fetid odour in the heat of the ~un. 111e sumuul 

consists of a sort of platform, utterly devoid of v('gct.ll.tion. 

It stretches from south.west to north.{'n"t, prt'scntiug 

a oonsiderabl.. deprcssion townrds tIll' btter sidr. Th(· 

M 2 
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height of Tchndir.Dagh, taken at various periods, and 

by persons whose names offer e~ery guarantee of exacti

tude, fiRy be estimated at 1,580 metl'OS for the western 

peak, while tbe eastern edge of the platea.u rises no 

higher thlUl 1,510 metres, making a difference of 70 

metres between the two extremities. But the higher 

of the two summits rises like it culminating point on 

the rlRtrftu itself, Wllich, on flcrount of its extent and 

the imposing dimensions of the 

almost horizontal from it distance. 

mountains, appear~ 

Like all mountains, 

tlf I' snu.iiar form, T(,hn.dir-Dag:h, in breaking through 

the vapours evndCDl!If'd round it in dOlld!? , gn.thers them 

sometime~ along iw flattened summit, on whic11 they 

form a large white mass. The Tatars, who b,.ve learned 

from experience the usual consequences of this phenome-• 
non, look out for rain the next. day; for Tchadir-Dagh, 

they say, lIAS put on his cap. 

The atmosphere was uot yet ~ufficjcntly free from the 
• 

vapours of the morning for us to obtain a distinct view 

of the beattt.iful panorama which stretches from the base 

of this elevated centre to the last limits of the horizon. 

At one time we caught a-gli.mps6 of the steppe, witll 

its parched tint, a blank monotonous prospect j at 

another the sea, looking in the distance like a. tranquil 

lake j or an endless series of heights, graduAlly dwindling 

down to the level of the plains around. us. This 
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alternation of clouds and sunshine produced the most 

charming and unexpectea effects. 

·Tbe ancients called this mOlllltain Berosus, IUld it 

nppears evident to us that it ~ust almost have Lome 

the name of Trapezos, given by tlw Greeks to a remark

able mountain in Taurida. To llO oUler mountain could 

this designation be mon, fluy applied tlHm Tcllll.dir-Dagh, 

the form of which hears soi much resemhlfUlce to the 

trapezium of geometrlciaJls. The 'J'llllu· Mme itself, 

Tchadir-Dagh, the component words of which signify 

8. tent and a mountain, comes too nern· t.he Grork notion, 

not to lead -to tho condusion tlmt t.h e tent mul the 

trapezium form one Ilnu the same figure of compfLrisOll. 

It should He kept in minu, also, tb ilt writers of authority 

have ilisagreed n.~ to the true sit,(> of Mount TmprJ;o!'l . 

Some conjecture it to be· it mountain in the neighL(,urhoou 

of Balakla.va. In the same mllnller the eXflr.t position 

of the Kriou-Metopon, or Rum 's Head, ft celebrated 

promOlitory among the Greeks, hitS now become fl. point 

of such difficulty I that maps iLlld geograpllica.l. works 

present a lamentable degree· of indecision respecting 

this cape. 

The descent on the sill e which we adopted is dan

gerous, 'so steep is the surface of the rock. We looked 

Out; however, along 'the precipitous sides of the mountain , 

fot 8- narrow terrace, \vhich we soon discovered, ",nd which 
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leads into a vfiSt grotto. In these caverns, reaching 

t.hrough a succession of passages down to some un

I'xplored d('pth, are found lumps of i(,c, which ate 

lwe~erwd from winter to winter. We contented our· 

$,clvcs, however, with exploring the firRt chamber, a 

magnificent vault, the roof of which is about fifty feel 

high, nnil without seeking t.o verify, by our researches, 

the !-\oUlcwhat fabulous extent of tllCse icy labyrinths, 

we f}lliekly rmerged to the light. 

Tbe approi\l:h of night famid us all IlSscmbled oL 

'1{nrbt"k: onr lost companion lwd on'jY('1i 1 bere before 

us, worn out wilh ff~tigne . In (' ~timl1ting the distance 

\u:'tWf'cn him and lite rocks ur wialled to examine, 

1\'1. Huot, hfHl not tllken mto account tile del,th of an 

intervening ravine, (;O\'(>fOo. with largn trees. ~n.r('ely 

had he reached its edge, and plunged beneath its vaulted 

branc11cs, than night overtook him. 1t was impossible 

to proceed, and in the attempt to retrace his ~teps he 

entirely lost his way. Without provisions, and ,tith no 

other weapon than his heavy hammers, he was at first 

somewhat alarmod at his lonely position j fortunately, 

hOW\:lver, be contrived to light. up Q good fire. It was 

in a spot of a singularly wild and beautiful cbara.c· 

ter, surrounded by trees crumbling and hollow with 

decay, and which seemed ready to drop with age. The 

trunk of an immense oak,' which had fallen of itself. 
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perhaps, many years back, was lyjng on tho ground. 
At the expense of this venerable wreck our hermit 
ldndled a. gigantic bonfire, oy the !\ido of which L. 
spent the night, but sleeping with ono eye open for 
fear of the wolves. And, ind<..'Cd, th. shepherds In 

these parta so dread Ulese voracious Ruimnls, thiLt they 

never go out except I;lscorted by Ii nllmbt!r of Jogs 

willl 8Ccustomed to encounter such encmit:8. -Our im. 

prudent comrade was ,":011 aware uf this, and took care 

to keep a Vlgi18l1t watch: Heaven be thnnked, however, 

he had no seriuus caust! W repent ills r8 :ih uutcrprisc , 

ha.ving received no other visits than those uf large LU'Js 

of prey, who whreied and flittered about round the 

fire, lUI it .threw au unaccust.om~d glfU'c ovur the forest. 

The appronch of day reswred bope, If not !:I trength , to 

M. Huot t by that tune fairly Jutigucd, and when he 

arrived before us at Korbek, he esk cmeJ. himself fortunnte 

in obtaining from the good Tat.ars of the place thut 

hospitable treatmellt of which he stood in need. 

The same road led us back tp Sympheropo1, where 

we commenced, without delay, our preparations for an 

exoursion to the ee.stern.part of the peninsula. 

We have already stared all that is worthy of remark 

in this youUlful capital of mooern Tll.urida. Taken 

altogether, it forms Q double town; or rather, two 

towns closel) connecteJ together. The buildings in 
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new Sympheropol have been no expense to the ancient 

Ak.Mekhet, the white mosque, "as the Tatars still call 
it. The two cities accordingly live on friendly terms'i 

they have, hke affectionate slstRrs, made an equal division 

of oovtwtsges. One haS its beautiful barracks, its large 

se-vere looking hospital, its pret,ty churches in bric.k, 

ambitious copies of the monuments of Rome; the 

other biOI its dirl.y rugged streets, Itl:! bazaars, and its 

Tatar artisans. One entire b~eet IS monopolised by 

the Jews: it is of considerable extent, and filled 

throughout with shops doscly packed together. Here 

are found evt;ry spccie<; of ulen bil, metal!:>, and stuffs 

reqwred by the European rDllburner. Here, too. the 

hrokel's and money-changers - that immortal race of 

Pharisc('s-spread out their greedy treasures of roubles, 

paper money, and apocryphal medals. 

'The residence of the governor, the handsomest build· . 
iDg in the city. stands in the most agrccaLle quarter. 

opposite a .recently planted avenue, extending as far 

as the Salghir. Thi§ little river flows beneath the 

shade of large masses of trees, irriga.ting meadows, 

Yin~ards) and bea.utiful orch~ds .• It is spanned by 

• s\On. bridge, forming the e .. tern extremity 0( Sym

pheropol. Towords the middle of the av_. .... • 

few houees of tolerably h9.tldsome appeanuce; one of 
-them wu then occu.pied by an exhibition o{ the pto~ 
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notions of the Boil ami manufactures of Taurida, 

collected in view of the' expected visit of the Emperor. 

This was a. fortunate circumstance for us, and having 

obtained 9Jl a.uthorisation from the governor, we pro

ceeded, with all eagerness, to ins~ct this curious 

exhibition. 

A number of fine woollen rarpets, of native manu

facture, occupied the first r(lOm i tlu:» crune tilC wines 

and provisions furnishcd hy the soil of the Crimea. 

Here might be observed, under their respective and 

somewhat pompous labels, all the select growths, the 

introduction of which. into this country has been 

at.tended with satisfactory results. H('re, too, were 

samples of fi sh out of the Dlru:'k Sea, pn .. 'served III a 

variety of methods, and caViare ellveloped in a eontmg 

of wax, an infallible recipe, it is asserted, lor Its 

thorough preservation . 
• 

The industry of the population of the Crimea was 

represented in ~ thiB exhibittou by a collection of belts 

in the Circassian fashion, manufllctured at Koslof. 

They are made of morocco, ornamented with little 

pla.tes in -uiello, or ehased with remarkable skill. nore 

were also 8. great variety of the silver trinkets, which 

are manufactured by the Karalms. Then came saddlery, 

babouches, and & thou~d varieties of those articles 

which the Tatars 1U't1 '60 ;k.tlful in producing WIth their 
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8~le and brightly dyed I.atllors. Fin. lambe' 600c.s, 

commonly used as 8. head dress <by the natives. occupied 

also 8 compartment in this museum of industry. Tbel)6 

beautiful specimens are derived from a peculiar breed 

of sheep. fed OlP the steppe to the north of Koslof, 

8Jld on the plains in the vicinity of Kerich, at the 

other extremity of the peninsula.. The black fleeces 

can only be procured by the sacrifice of the .mother: 

the ewe is killed before the time of yearning, which 

a.ccounts for the high price of these skins. 

The mineral department of Taurids. bad sent a 

number of productions worthy of attention. Two large 

a.nd handsome cups of porphyry, represented at the 

same time the produce of the Y8Jla. range and the 

talont of 8. iculptor of the Crimea.. 

What shall we say of the felts, the stuffs, the d(lths, 

and the cloaks of camels' hair, which filled an entire 

apartment? These productions undoubtedly exhi~it a 

remarkable degree of progress, which o.nly requires to 

be guided at itB commencement by the introduction of 

good models of manufacture. The most significant 

o~ent in these exhibition.rooDlB were a profusion 

of wreaths of vine branches laden with grapes, a.n<J 
numbered and tickoted acccrding ro thoir origin. The 

elegKlt 1Il'l'&Ilg6ment and well~ordered ciassifi.ca.tiou of 
• this i.ter..w.g o.rubition, were due ro the laBIAl of 
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M. &hen-schine, with whoRe kindnoss we had bec<ale 

acquainted at Odessa. 

Ere long, Sympheropol will also have its artesian 

well. The boring operations have already commenced 

in the most populous part of the liew city, not far 

from the Salghir. By a. singular chance, the boring 

tube had not reached a depth of twenty-fin'" feet, when 

It cruD\ in contact with a Ifossil substance, which was 

800n recognised as being the toodl of Il. mammoth. 

Every endeavour was being made to }nCICe through 

this piece of hard ivory, which would have delIghted 

a geologist, but only dishenrtened the workmen, and 

blunted all their instruments. 

We were interested hy fI. visit frum M. Montandon, 

the author of the" Guide to the traveller in t.ho Crimea," 

a useful work, and the utility of which will he greatly 

inoreased when it is put in proper order. M. Montandon, 

n na.tive of Switzerland, has settled in the peninsula, 

with which he appeaxs to have become thoroughly 

a.cqua.i.nted by a. conscientious course of study. In t.he 

course of a long and interesting conversation, we were 

enabled to obtain. satisfaction as to several doubtful 

points in our observations, and t.o correct several notions 

current among the public which M. Montandon had 

inserted in his work. For instance, the "existence of 

ooal deposits at Miskhor' and Phoros, in the sonthem 
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c<Art, is a fact which should not, it appeared tll us, be 

admitted in the mineralogical statistics of the Crimea. 

The S!UIle may be observed relative to the coal, said to 
have heen procured from Terenair, on nD estate situated 

ten versts from -Bympheropol. A special visit to all 

these places, and an attentiw examination of the 

specimens collected, convinced us that this coal, 80 

anxiously and justly desired, to the eye of \pc cool 

observer , dwindles into ligniw, and that frequently of 

an inferior quality. 

We had now seen everything m Symphcropol, of 

which we could ))ot but bE'nr away a favourable impression, 

so eager had all been to show us every attention; and 

yet, on our arrival, how many mOTe importnnt subjects 

of pre-occupation absorbed the entire population of the 

city. We took our departure on the 21st of September. 

The Wallacbian carriage, which had recently been re

paired, was entrusted with the conveyance of our persons, 

Miohael having proceeded in advance with our baggage, 

in a Tatar waggon. It was only .after infinite trouble, 

that we were enabled to hire three horses from ft. 

private inhabitant, there being no post-horses whatever. 

Our horse lender, who, nevertheless, was not a. Jew, and 

whose nmk was fa.r from being a low one, did not disdain 

to ta.ke advmtBge of a circumstance through whioh the 

.couveyanee of the public was left open to ooropetitibn. 
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After de!nanding the price of our horses in adva.nce, \.t 

three times the ordmaiy charge, our friend only sent 

t1!ree horses, and that five hours after the appointed 

time. At last, however, we found ourselves on the 

road to Rara-sou-Bazar: some seatt>d in our modest 

vehicle, others trudgin. over the plain , llnd amusing 

themselves shooting at the bird'i of prey !Uld hares, 

with wl,lich these regions ' abound. Thus we went 

onwards, collecting all thf> while our scattered remims_ 

cences into a succinct form , ns n sort of adien to 

Sympheropol, ti lt" capita] of Tauridu., which we wcrl' 

never again to see. While on this subje('t~ let UE. 

confess our inability to discover, in the local anti. 

quities of Ak.Metehet, allY motive for th£' fld?llt\on 

of its modern nrunE'. No research of ours amongst 

written authorities has furnished a due to any con

nected circumstance or distant sourc(' of allusion which 

rony have given occasion for thf' Greek appellation. 

We contented ourselves accordingly with the coneIuE-ion, 

that the name of SympheropoI, double city, was of 
• 

modern date, and hAd been expressly cOlll{losed for this 

city. 

If we bave failed in etymology, we shall make it up 

in & more important department; that of statistics. 

Sympberopol l contains shout eight thousand inhabitants, 

f4ltQ01lS\l in the best works on geography, not more 
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tJrnn half that number is assigned to jt. An10ng thiS 

number ther(> are three thodsand TM.a.rs, seventeen 

hu~dred Germanfl, four hundred foreigners, and nibe 

hundred Tsigans, the vagmnt scourge of the country, 

attracted thither ·by the number of mnrkets offering n 

favourable field for their thievi. propensities. The rest 

of t.he popula.tion -1.S composed of Jews ready to profes!5 

any calling; Armenians trading in woollen fabrics, Bnd 

Greeks chiefly engaged in a kind of speculation on 

which it is the duty of the' police to keep an eye. 

The public baths, and some othf't establishments of an 

cquivoc:J. charactor, arc in the province of these last

named individuals. Thp cit)' contains upwards of nine 

UlOusand houses; it possesses B civtl and Jl. military 
• 

hospital , the latter of considerable magnitude, and con· 

wating of long buildings with only a ground firor. 

Three Greek churches, a Catholic chapel, un Annenian 

church, and five mosques, are contained within its walls, 

in testimony of that wise toleration, which, after the 

example of ancient Rome, admits within the territory 
• 

of the empiDe every creed, ns well as every nation-. 

The Protestant religion, which ' nambers but few foJ~ 

lowers, has obtained a temporary asylum in one of the 

apartments of the hospital. As &. Tatar town, Ak-Metcbet 

could not be without fountains, but the grea.tec number 

are in ruins, and their conduits broken, or choked up, 
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demand the attention of the government, which J in its 

turn, is not inclined to' refuse it. A basin affording 

fotr separate streams of water suffices to supply #to 

wanta of the higher portion of the town. In the 

vicinity of the Salghir the supply of water is effected 

by band, and b~ means fI!i water carts. We hEl.ve before 

referred to an artesiall well, which will supersede the 

necessity of repairing the aqueducts in the new town. 

A considerable number of droschkies tr'averse the town 

at all hours. These vehicles are extremf'ly fast, 'and 

may be hU'ed a.t II, modera.te price. In the summer 

you ride in fl droschki wrapped up III a cloak, which 

pri:lsf'rves you from the dust. In the winter, thf' mud 

holes occUrring throughout the surface of the city, render 

the droschki indispensable. 

Public instruction 18 represented in this capital by 

a gymnasium, connectRd with the university of Odessa. 

In 1828, a Tatar normal school was established: it 

is intended to fonn teachers for the primary schools, . 
and professors for the university colleges. The pupils 

in these 8chools 6l'e all sons of moullahs or effendis, 

the priests and lit..ernrt of the Mussulman seet. The 

Turkish and Arabic langtHlf,res, together with the Koran, 

are taught to these youths, and on leaving school they 

81'e required to devote six years to' the serviCe of the 

State. 
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Let us adJ., that the couricrs uf the post.office 8lTive 

at Sympheropol twice a week! A communication is 

es~bhshed by dilIgences with the two extreme POII~tB 

of the peninsula-Koslor to the west, and KertA::h to 

the' cast. There'is an annual ceremony also, wh10h takes 

place on the 15th of October. and at which we were 

unable to be present, VIZ., the horse· races-a u&erul 

iustitution III a country where the breed of horses, so 

rcmnrkable for'ti.lcll' peculiar quahties, should command 

the ·attention of the administration. A llnncipal prize of 

1,500 rouble'l, and a second prize of 500, arf" awarded to 

the wmoers. Thi" entice- cltte of the Taw IWpuJation, all 

intrepid horscmell, Ilbsemhle m crowd& to these fetes, 
which are peculiarly congclllal to the spirit of the 

nation. 

We have already said a few words relative to the 

E.ltuation of Sympheropol. Th(' city is bUIlt on an 

unsheltered and bBlTen tract; but staniling o.s it does, 

on the banks of the Salghir, which flows through a valley 

filled with bea.utiful trees, to artists it is worthy a. visit. 

Standing on the swne bridge, the eye ranges over a. 

landscape bounded by lofty moootains; from this point 

the rectangular fom of Tchadir-Dagh is seen to the 
best advantage, distinguishing it no less than its .relative 

height from the rest of ~e Taunc chain. The situatioD 

of this oapital is, on the whole, therefore, tbe beat that 
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could have beel} stJ!('\ tf' J It '>tu llli., th('II' Il<; 111 n c(,!lin', 

n.ccesslblc from all siul'':; , whdhf'1 \\(' appl'O!\d~ from Lill' 

s&ppe, or dcsccllr) fJUrn ti ll' 1lI0 UlltlUlI 'l, A.IHI Jt~ du·r. s 
influence IS rapidly commuuu.fttc-d by all thC' roads wluch 

start from It, and , Wlih the ClI.CCptlOll or ih,li to "Perecop, 

f' xfRnd to (>"c)'Y pon1't oj the ('on ... t , the l'lItlre 110(' of 

wilil'h exeeeciA a hundred [lull "\I'd )' 1(,3gJu'", 

Wt' nrc now olt('e 1110/,(' on tllc road to KalD.- ,>o ll .Batflr, 

II. le"el road, Iwro<;s n <;UcCC''>';; lOn of pl.lte-an" hllrnl d up 

hy thO' .,un, wllh 110 otilt'I' -o pU .. llllf' Il " of \' t'!;clallllll Ihllli 

tall , ) ellow, tirlcll.up g l ru,<" lool..lIlg 111, (> ('I n II III t iiO mouth 

of August-ban'en phulI ~. de t ('ph \(' (J op~, .,WEl H d hy tl lf' 

wmd!> far around u .. , 

On lhi .. roa.tI, lhe p)lnIJll(llcnl po<,1<, wl'Irh Infll'k out, 

o"er the whole of till ':! roulltl ) , til(' rn""'llgc of till' 

Emlll'(,':>S Cllth(>rin{', arC' ill a bettor "laiC' of prr"Cl'\l1tiOlI 

nnd r(>parr than ID all} ntlle'!' p ilrh m ,HI) 01 thl'lll IU't' 

even protected by a woout' ll Iftllmg Til l' rWIIII ') ilrood , 

and bordered on elthor Side by II. llikh , the state of wl ,)( h 

gave e\'idence of some IlttclltlUll bem~ paid to it ':i mamte· 

nance In good rep8.U'. We were not th(' only tral'c1tpr<; 

&cross these plains, tLnd fffqu('utly our modest equilfhge 

was crossed on tilt>. road, or caught "up Ilnd pllS':irU, for 

the distance was short, and we trospllccl hke true nntuml

ists, examining every pla(' through whlt'll we JournC'ycd, 

and fearlessly mdulgmg III lat.Nnl O)'CUNlOn<; wlU'IlC't'r 

VOL, U . 
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8. curious bird, a breach in the earth, or it strange plant 

should ha~pen to lead them aside from the boaten path . 

• he ouly village met wIth on the course of this jOunley 
is a Russian one, called Zouiskallt, from the uama oT 

a rivulet, the ZdU'Ul, runllin'g in the midst of 4 willo)'Vs. 

11lis water-course is one of the fOur thbutarie$ flowing 

into the SaJ~hir from the southern mountain". As Sloan 

as the ZOUl8. has- been crossed, the traveller bas to 

skirt round the northern declivities of the mountains 

until he reaches the borders of a semicircular .valley, 

overlooked by a number of calero-eous plateaux of con

Riderable height. At. the bottom of thi:. narrow ba'lin 

the VariOllS brnnc1}{>'l of the Karn-sou, whose Tatar noone 

bignifies plack water, nrc scattered, working theIr way 

down to the Salghir. The towu of Ram-soll-Bazar lie'> 

in the centre of this Wild and chalky vnUey: its numerous . . 
minarets, Yieing in"ilCight with the cyprf'sse" and poplars 

in Lh. gardens, aud ~ts irregmor houses, interspersed 

amona thiCK Clumps of walnut. and fruit trees, in'test it 

with the Mme thoroughly" eastern character which we 

h8llll remarked a1!tout Baghtcoob-Saral, although there js 

be1'e a oertain tincture of Ohristia:n colouring. 

Meanwhile, our "good Mich",J had had some trouble • 
in. providing lodgings ...for us. Two very small roODlfl 

in .. . RuS$ian boose, for the accommodation of carriers, .. , 
formed our head-qU&rters. One of these rooms WAR at 
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once converted into a common sitting 1'0 m, the other 
• 

wa supplied with the layel;s of hay necessary to trans-
• 

form it into a bivouac. Having completed these arrange-

ments, we set out to inspect the town. 

Next to evastopol, Ko.ra-sou-Baz~ pr ent the 

greate t population of 0.110/ town in the nmea. This 

large comm rcin1 town numbers no less than 15,000 

inhabitants. The streets, I which are muddy and ill

paved, are filled with ~ immense number of hops, 

protected from .the sun and rrun by sheds, supported 

on 11.!lkety pillars. The prospect thus presented is mor 

picturesque than elegant. According to the oriental 

custom already refen d to, the . traders in each de

scription of article are gather d together in the samo 

quarter of the town. In one part provisions, ill another, 

foreign produce; then woollen goo'ds, woven fabrics, 

and the inevitable babouches, dazzling the customer 

with . their bright colours. Numerous coffee-shops are 

collected together in the same street, the largest and 

least rugged in the town; and within these abodes of 

rest, may 1;Ie studied the characteristics of the entire 

population. Each coffee-shop is divided into squ~re 
compartmen.ts, bounded round by a wooden balustrade: 

a passage in the middle serves as the common gangway; 

you may enter at pleasure any 

in which the idlers are folded. 

one of these open pens 

quatted upon the divan 

N 2 
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which <; U1TOunds the narrow enclosnre, with n chafing 
• 

dish in the centre, and an assemblv of b8.bouohe8 left • 
upon the floor> the Tatars, Armeninns and Kara.l~s 
spend entrrf' hours 5moking in silence through their . 
long pipes of cherry stick. Scarcely is a word uttereu 

amongst thes(' groUl)S of m.sti{' statues, e~cert herf' 

and ther<', \\ hen some cxpre'Ssion passe":; from 0)16 to the 

other in a low tone. What docile and excellent model" 

did Rflffet find in the"e silen t ttt, erns, t.hat seemed . 
dedicated to slamber ! How many fine grave' fares sat 

there' for LIS pencil, beneath their fantu'>ticnlly twisted 

turbrulS, OJ' the· ('hru'nc~risttl' ltlmb's."oo! cnp of the 

Tfltar ! It wos e~pccially efts,}, nmid-,;t this eastern im

perturbability, to ~('Iizc Ute delicate .. hades of expression 

impressed on tLe physiognomy of tllf'!';P variollS mel''', 

)'0 easily di.,tinguishable . The ArmeniuJ)">, for the most 

part, uuiw with their calm expression of countenanc{' 

a sIDootiler skin than thE' Tatars. A morf' silky beard, 

a softer glance, and a certain degree of obesity, the 

mark of indolent habits, distinguish them from the race 

of MUssulmans, whose bold and independent deport~ 

mant and expressive counten&nct"s;lined with premature 

wrinkles, we have already described. The most striking 

point a.bout tbe KltNims is their scrupulous attention 

to their attire. They wear large robes of &. dark colour, , . 
filling about them in simple folds, which · inlptU"t a 
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solemn and gra.ve c:.hnrul"teJ to their uvpcaranec Then 

profile has sometlung dlgntficu 111 It, notwlth!:>to.nuing Its 

resemblance to the Jewl"h type' a well.shal'cn chm, and 

dehcate ha.nds, which tht.y lUe fond of Monllns: with 

nngs, are th(> remauung ('hullu·tcnbtIv;f of these Jewish 

sectarinnq..,m the more deva.ted dJS<' All these people, 

dlUcrmg "0 completely I~ manners, gell ius auu habIts, 

nevertheless llbSOcUl.te peaceably rumdst the fragrant 

clouds of th(' coffee. shops, aud freC]ucntly !l.DlUSC them. 

helves together nt n galbt' of bad,grunmoll , Lonversmg 

WltiWUt. nOise or emotJon, and ~Ipplllg, at loug lllwrvrui:l, 

11 few drops of the excellent (ofH.l', wIndl IS prepared 

III these modest estabh..,hmellts 

The lower class of pf'oplc, ru'5o, ill e llot WltllOUL theu' 

'3('llsunl grauficotlOn. What fine !':>tuule!:> for the l)amter I 

Vaned attItude .. , bnlhaut colours, P'XIJl(,!',<'lve fnee ... , YOUUl 

IUld age, refinemLnt and coar..enes<;, fUll tl.nd gravity, 

nre nnugled togcth('r m the groups ::.eatC'd together III 

tile evenmg bencatll th£' sheds m front of the Tntnr 

cook.shops. These actJve cooks were ::.carccly a.ble to 

keep up a suffiClcnt supply of a SpeClC~ of vlIUld to whu.:h 

all seemed parllcularly devoted. Mutton ronsted upon 

skewers, and thin cakes, .appeared t.o form the bB.blB 

of all ,these aI.fresco repa.st~. next to mutton, the 

cbeapest tlung in tllls country IS tobacco; and these 

tWQ commodities suffice to complete the happiness of 

this ~ily conw.wd people 
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Quitting the central quarter, and exploring the remote 

streets branching out in the direction of the Ka.ra~sou 

and t.lle Tunn..~, thE' two streams which enclose the town, 

you will meet, amidst a profusion of tufted and luxuriant 

trees, n uumber of huts, whose disorderly arrangement 

and dilapidated condition are wonderfully nss~rted with 

tile rustic and picturesque sc~c hefore you. In these 

suburbs the inhabitants are not so much upon their 

guard, and it is liot at all rare to surprif>C, through a 

door treacherously ajar, a group of women, seated on 

the finor of their (·uclosurf's. . These surprises aTe usually 

followed by n suddt>n disorderly flight, and the old womell 

closing the renr arc the only individuals seen by the 

indisrreet intruder. A uumber of pretty children, with 

their smart dresses and rletermiuf' ll rur, generally, on 

these occasions, remain in possession of the field) and 

ga:ttl witil eager curiosity a.t. tJ lO stranger from behind 

corneTS, ready to scaruper off at the first alarm. 

Kara.. sou.Bazar) lying between its two rivers, which 

sometimes overflow their banks, is nightly enveloped in 

white mists, said to be pernicious to the health , and 

to ~ engender epidemic fevers. Another etil of whiCh 

the inhabitants complain, is the reflection from tho 

enormous mass of white rocks, called by the Tatars 

Ak.K&l&. stretching like • wall along the north side 

of the valley. In summer, when the ra.ys of the sun 

strike upon this ridge, they are reBooted with such 
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intensity that the temperature is conSlderably inoreased, 

not to mention the injW'}' done to the sight from the 

f'lIl08ssive light. 

Though the rocks of Ak-Kau\ afe un}llensfUlt neigh

bours for Kara-sou-Bazu.r, it must be confessed that 

a. more fa.v6urnble vuntnge ground for oLtaimng 0. view 

• of the town, and every house 1Il It, could not be 

conceived. From the summit of this lofty terrace, the 

plan of the great city lies before the spectator in all 

its details, and he may at the same time mtlulge in 

guessing at the mysteries .of these enclosed dwellings,

at the internal life of the Mussuhnan, who raises a 

barrier between the domestic sanctua.ry and thl" public 

way, which the most obstinate cUl'lo,>ity cannot penctratr. 

From this eleva.tion we beheld fl l11.byrinth of strects 

intersecting each other without orJer, winding and 

craBbmg in the midst of upwards of sevell hundred 

houses. Twenty-four minarets rruse their ~pires froro the 

various quarters of the city. Not far from tlle principul 

mosque may be seen the elC'gant green dome of the 

orthodox Grook church. A little flU'ther on, the eyc 

discovers two Ca.tholic churches; olle Roma.n, tilC o~her 

Armenian, while the evening breeze waits upwaxds to 

your ears the strange ha.nnony of the Israehte hymns 

hom a neighbouring synagogue. The remarkable edifice, 

of quadrangular form, in the centre of the city, is a 
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-large khan , a kind of fortified baztlar, stretching out its 

rows of shops with slender gaUeries, rickety balconies, 

and wonn·ea.ten roofs, round So court-yard. Here, agaiz , 

amidst the busy tUlTIloil of trade, you meet with Mussul

man indolence squatting, and bent round upon itself. 

This khan is all ancient and powerful strflCture; the 

name of the minister of one ~f the Tatar 8overeigns, 

by whom it wns founded ill 16lJ6, has been handed 

(lown . Defended cxtemully by its four formidable walls, 

prcscuting no other aperture -than a row of narrow 

loop-holes, tltis khan has b~t one cntrance, which is 

strongly guarded by it gate studded with iro~l. Such 

a fortress eouJd not but IHl,ve proved iml)ref;11tlble to 

the T atnrs, who, taking advalltage of public dissensions, 

threatened to seize the town and its tfcll.surcs. Between 

these walls the rich traders found a snfe shelter for 

their wealt.h, while the assailant.", exposed to a murderous 

fire from the besieged, were compelled to retreat no 

richer th~n they had come. 

-Our good fortune, together with the assistance of a 

few roubles, procured us admission one evening to 

witQeas_ s. religious ceremony of the Tatars; tl strange 

a.nd i fantastic rite, of which ~ it would be vain to seek 

8. .' rational . 6xplauation: we me&n the d~ce of .the 

Dervishes j . an exhibition · rather grotesque than impres:

sive in ebara.cte.r, ·~d ·of.- which we obtained ·&' siizht.. to~, 
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satisfaction of our CUnOl:ilty, anti the benefit of the good 

moullahs. The performance is after this fashion:

oAt about nine in the evening, twenty bearded 

Dervishes, all old men, came und placed themselves ill 

the middle of the mosque, stulJwng upright, and fonn. 

iJlg a cude; in the midst of which stood a venernble 

moullah. Each oM man thereupon commenced singius. 

nnd t urning found · Oll his own llxi:-; with modcmte 

mpidit.y, while the "mOUllllh ill the centre turned more 

rapidly iu nil opposiuJ tUl"eot..ioIl. Qml raising II is yoioO" 

above tile others. By degrees, nil these humAn spindles 

twirled f~ter lUlll faster; and their Husal chllunt grew 

louder and more strongly llcccntuutfld. At ccrtaill in . 
• 

tervllls, the whole circle of DcrvisllcS bowed dowlJ with 

mechanicul precision before the mouIlah . This first 

proceeding being concluded, ulle of t.he Dcn'iHhcs placed 

himself in the middle of this myst.eriow~ corps de ballet, 

lUlU stretching out his nxrus, began to turn and tUMl 

incessantly, with tho fapidi ty of a. peg.top. It was no 

longer a man you were looking at, but a whirlwind. 

Imagine this martyrdom continuing fOf twcuty minutes, 

while the trool) of -:atlte1lit.es around u.re turtling, boV{ing 

down to " the earth, suddenly rising again, and yelling - . 
like savages, always addressing themselves to the left BIde. 

When "the "~t performer is exhaust.e~, two others take his 

"plaeSj" and,:: begin" the SOJDe performance, till they p.re 
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succeeded by two others. The ceremony lasts an hour) 

at the end t1f which aJl depart, J,he pious actors stagger

ing, the spectators bewildered, a.nd fLll equally stupefifld 

by this absurd exhibition. 

The next da.y, we bent our steps towards the source 

of the great Kara-sou, situnted at a distance of 'some 

vcrsts from the town. 011 our way, we observed a 

remarkable effect of the lightning. The electric fluid 

having struck a minaret, pa.'lsed w.ong the little uoor in 

'the upper balcony, and proceeding down the narrow 

staircase within the structure, rea.ched the carth, though 

not without splitting the wall ' along its enti.rc course. 

The ruins, which still remain held together by strong 
• 

cement, appear su~pended in the air, and. ready to 

tumble down at the le&''1t shock. On emerging from 

the city, the ruins of a. cemetery attracted our attention 

for a. short time. We saw nothing of a.ny note, except 

the tomb of a Pasha i au octagonal monument, sur

rounded by an arcade, not without elegance in the 

desIgn. No sooner had we proceeded beyond a little 

hill at the extremity of the valley, than all at once, 

on • the summit of a. height of !j,ome magnitude, an 

-edifice was' presented to our view of a stately appearance: , 
thi~ was the residence constructed for the recep'tioD of 

the Empress Ca.therine, ' An. extremely ·fertile· ~y, 

:tlU:d with cluums of· trees. at the· feet of '"hi<h'1i .... 
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the river, forms the first pla.n of the truly ItalIan lund

sca.pe which is hero un(olded. In the di*nce, behind 

tlle white outlines of the large mansion, are seen the 

grand massive forms of the mountains. Once out of 

this valley, however, and tile secnel)' in the upper 

plateau is as rugged a.nd baJTC'u as the rest of the 

surrounding country. A beautiful spring, pouring into 

a rocky ba.&in, nttracted our nttcntiou in fL lleighboW'ing 

ravme. This fresh nnd limplu wuter is r:.hrouued beI1I'nth 

the shadow of four glgulltic clm~; Oil uU the Lrml(:hcf.; 

immediately over the spring we oLo:,ervctl 0. multitude 

of rags of all colours. These are all vouve om'rings, 

wretched testimonials of thc curc') operalC'd upon by, or 

a.t least sought from, the wnters of the hpriug, whoso 

medical properties arc iu high repute Ilmong the pcople 

of the country. Several silver coins, the ofrering~ of 

rich invalids whom the spring hild cured, re~pectcd by 

the cupidity of tile wayfarcr, might be clearly seen nt. 

t,he botwm of the reservoir. 

The source of the Kam-sou lies in the bosom of a 

rustic valley. One of t.ht. springs flows down froD} a 

vast arcado of calcs.reous rocks, making its my out. . . 
of an immense natural rescn'oir. The second Sprillg, 

situated at some distance, bubbles forth from a rocky 

&sure. Besides the ~ttro.ction6 of It ploasant walk, 

0{ ahoot,ipg, .and pursuing our usual course of obServ-
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ations, 8 more especial object ill our excursion was to 

detennine tlfe natur£' of tbe J:o('ks "forming the sides 

of thiS q,tUTOW ravine. We Wf're mformed that tEe 

~ubstance of these rocks was 1denbcal WIth the valuable 

Lalcareous forma.tion called hthographlC stone. At a. 

spot to which we ha.d bef'n threctRd, v.e dlf>co"ered 

truces of a search for tillS material; but the hope was 

VfUD. As geologist.<:. and drnft"men both, we at once 

beoame :.atl~fitlJ that thl:' u"ple:." rock posbhsed nODe 

of the qualtucs of the hthogro.piuc, btonc. It is better 

to fltatc the truth, thnn encourage hopes WillC.b might 

lend to the miD of future .,pecnlntoN. 

On our rcturn to the city, we followcd tho course of 

tht:' Kllm-sou, whose a.bundant and transparent waters 

flow over Il. bed of pebbleb. So cold are these waters, 

that Lhey llDpart n frec.lmg sensatIOn to the toucil. 

We bnd been mfonned that we should find, at a. Village 
• 

in the netghbourhood of the source, a gwde well 

acquainted With the surrounding locahtics. AU we had 

to do, we were told, was to call out, " Ali Bey \" 'TIlesE 

instructions we implicltly obe)ed' thrce times did we 

call, ant tbe name of the Tatar guide, but alas f little 

chance had we of obtaining an answer, for the ~ple 

reason, that he had long since departed this life. lii{:l 
successor, Seld..osman, was g09£ to Kara-sou1 and. we 

had to content ourselves with a. young and &ci.\ve Tatar. 



whose companionship, if it was of lIO other ~el'Vi('(\ 
• • 

protected us, by the sMuts and other menns ndol,t.ctl 

in' the country to that dfect, from the sR.wge dob"; 

which threatened to ru~h upon uor, every time we ap

proached a habitation. 

On our return to the confmed aprutmcllts ill whidl "'0 

were lodged, we employed oursehcf> ill ('ollccrulI g l11CIl

aures for proceeding to TlLeodoor,ia. The l'0~t·hUUll(, \IM 

scarcely in a conditivn tu 'S upply u:o; wit,h hor:)!'!;, JlIlt] 

we nced('d all the zeal of om faithful IU'unout to obtuin 

the number w(' required 011 Ilirf', 

At Inst, on tho 24th of ScpkmIJt>r, after carefully 

gathering together our newly made l'ollectiow-., WC' left 

the great Tfl.tar city. MeaDwllil(' tlh'rf' hJld L('('1l Jill 

{,Iltire change in the wcnthcr, autl Wf' wero inullJl~l('d 

with torrents of rain tllroughout tllC journey. TIl(> 

direction of the road i!:l 11 litil t" to the ('ost, ('uttillg: 

through the base of ille IlL<it lh;ji\'lties Oil tl1{, lIorth 

side of the mountains. Only two :)tations ocrur before 

reaching Theodosia j Bouroundoutskaia SUld Krcuit.chko.. 

The plain was soon converted into a deep bed of liquid 
• mud, through which it was illlpossibl f' to ndvonct' .• At 

first, our intention WHS to make a sUIY of a frw hours 

a.t the village of Eski-Krim. or OM Crim: Sl1ch is the 

Dame given to the ruins of what was once an extensive 

town, said tb have been the cllpital of tile peninsula j 
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but with this posibve deluge pouring over the country, 

it was impossible we could denve any advantage from 

yisltmg t.is spot amidst impassable roads and flooded 

rums. Accordingly, we left this once flourishing and 

now deserted lOcllhty for f\ future vi"it, fLnd aftn pro

curing fresh horses at a statIOn, which for once was 

well suppIlt'd, we hastened to seek a f<>fugc withm the 

walls of TheodOSIa. 

In tI. few hours we reached this port: a steep declivity 

brought us from the steppe down to tile beach, upon 

which is situated the pret.ty CIty called mdJJff'rently by 

either of Its two Dames, TheodvslO. or Kaffa; the ODe 

ancient Greek. the other dem cd from the Turkish 

language. When we had pnssed a square tower still of 

stately appearance, and the ruins of an ancient fort 

which had once commanded the sea shore, we camr

upon ' a miserable avenue of stunted trees, and thence 

entered a paved street, lmed with t"Jegant porticoes, 

and painted nausea, III a style of architecture seldom 

seen in this country. We at once perceived, from the 

peculi9:l' cbaracter of these edifices, that Thoodosia 

still· preserved the memory of Ita onee powerful masters. 

An entire street, running par&l.lel with the shbre, is 

completely ltaijan j an arcade extending before the 

houses, as in the sb;eets of Bologna. In the' streets 

at right aneJes 0 this, }'QQ reoogniS6 the RussiAn 
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character, Qnd oscendmg still higher, you find jours~1f 

in the Tatar suburbs; btll the City, properly so called, 

thb active, workmg City, sull remruns Genocs6!. 

We must confess, however, that the stl~to of dis

comfort we were in, from the ('old nun 'and north wind, 

that seemed to enter our very bonc'>, somewhat 8}lOllctl 

our relish for these lll!>toflcai mcmol1oh,. By good 

fortune, we obtamcd timely shelter in tile Hou·J de 

Constantmople. A Gcrmll.ll widow did the honouN 

of tlus comfortable housp', whf'rc wc fOlgot our fnligne 

amidst thc gentle wnrmth Impnrte(l l)y lUi lllllllf'llbC 

stove, conveying heat to four apnrtrncllls at once. 

Tlns then was Theodosia The &lte upon whICh tlllS 

City stands IS m the form of a l,l'c">C'nt, and 810pr8 

gradually upwrud". It fact''> the lI'lmg '>Ull, and com

ma.nd~ a Spa.clOUS roadstead The wlm!<. from the enst 

and south-east only are to be fearl'd by the mf'r0hant . 
vessels anchormg before tlte city. 'The bottom IS 

suffiCiently firm to afford n good hold for Il.nclJOr.!.; two 

wooden moles and a number of boats are employed JIl 

landing. 

ThA history of this celebrated O1ty of the Cruuea, 
would he the rustory of the whole penmsula., for 

Theodosia bas borne a part III every phasis of the 

~ment or decline of this ancient land. We 

have now to , CORC6m ourselves only with its present. 
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st.@.t.e, aud our excUiSlOU:-. wero productive of sufficient 

interest to pprmit us to record" even the smallest details 

of OUl' daily observa.tions. Tu cumplete the description 

of this city, of wllich we havf' already sketched the 

prjncipR.l feature', we must add tha.t the three quarters 

of TheodosH\., so dist.mct in their sepAl ate ChfU'llfteristiCS, 

are far from filling the limit.s of tlle- ancif'nt Genoesc 

city; it is now extended at case oyer a space scarcely half 

of that w1nch It formerly OCCUPIed, pressed in by Its 

bouodary wallH. The pretty Ttaliun street of whICh we 

have spoken, presents beUf'flth Its narrow arcades It 

consideraule nnmber of ~bop<;, m wh1l'h the Karaml 

Jew!'! and ArmcllIuns canyon their bnsmess. ThE'y 

arc well educa.ted people, and hnvc qmte tlit' appearance 

of honest dealing tradctimeu. The upper SlOlie!' of the 

hoU[,es in tins street, which IS, properly speaking, the 

high c;UeE't of TheoJ.o~i!l, apperu: to be oceupied by the 
• 

public authonties and the employes, 

The Greek population, amounting in this CIty to a very 

large number, occupy the central portion, and inhabit 

modep- houses, constructed Witil some degree of elegance. 

ESlCh' family lives separately. and- the greater number 

of houses ha.ve gardens. That which most strikes the 

observer in this numerous Greek population, is the 

beauty of the women j and there are many families in 

which the rigid .perfeotion of the a.ncient Greel type is 
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still preserved, embellished by lLU indetillable expression 

of liveliness and coquetry, which seems borrowed from 

sUme great city of the wc!:.t. Though the Tatnrs also 

appear among the iuhabiw.nts of TIH'ou%ia, it is {"lear 

that they are no longer masters there, tlnd that attrn.cted 

within those ancient walls by the ll('Ct'ssitics of commerce, 

they have been compelted to make a sacrifice of their 

habits. The separate suburb iuhauited by them, prE'sents 

no single feature of the l)hyslOgnomy peculiHr to a Tatar 

village. The structure!:! 'of clay and thatch which eOTl

stitute their dwellings, are ranged in a regular lille, 

~d in all order to which the Taw i'> totally It stranger. 

Ascending the hill, beyond this assemblage of bwldll1gs, 

lloUling is seen hut a largE> Humber of wooden mill~ 

with eight sails. The ~echanislll uf these milb is COll 

wned in so smoll a space, that the whole '>tructnrc is 

reduced almost w porlable dimensiollb. V'ITe ullty here 

observe, that none of the hills forming II cirele round 

Theodosia, produce so much as a single bUbh. 

Among the inhabitants of this city a considerable 

number of Noga.is 1'atars at'e also to be found, c8.P)'ing 
• 

on their Clrdinary croft of cart and wheelwright,,; they 

have no other dwellings than their mau.glars, with enor

mous dromedaries ruminating close by. The Armenians 

~py several khan~ of considerable magllitude, IUld lodge 

in aparta.enu. above their richly swckcd warebouses. 

VOI.I. D. 
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Two immense squares, parallel with each other, and 

divIded by a single row of houses, terminate on the lta1ia.n 

street, wlth wInch they form a. right angle. In one'of 

these squares, that situated to the souUt, is held the 

mnrkct of Theodosia j here, amidst a noisy crowd, are 

sold a variety of wares, and an abundance of fish.. 

'fie good-natured phlegmatic faces of the Germans may 

here be seen, hnngmg from the neIghbourhood of Kara.
sou-BszfU' their produce, now become mdispensable w 
all the grea.t cittes of southern Russia. At the foot of 

Ule mount.n.ins between the Zoma ilnd the Kara .. sou, to 

the right of the road from Symphcropol, we might have 
• 

secn three important settlemcnu., remindmg one of 

the borders of the Rhine. Neusatz, Fnedentbal and 

Rosenthal are the names of these three colonies, em

bracmg a populatIOn of more thtUl eight hundred inhabi

tants, all devoted to agriculture. These Germans excel 

ohiefly In dau-y produce and bread stuffs; only at their 
hands can the refined inhabitants of the Clties seek 

those agreeable accessories to the tea.-table to he found 

in all houses of a superior class . 
• • Another square, situated close -to this larse market, 

and of which we shall speak anon, is deserted and 

silent. Not long sinoe, this space, which is now level, 

contained the most beautiful mosque in Theodosia, as 

well as the tDOBt S~mptUQI1S of its baths. Tlas mosq.ue 
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was an exact copy of St. Sophia in Constantinople; 

and Theodosia was lon"g called the Constantinople of 

tne Crimea. The interior of the baths was lined 

throughout with marble. The whol(' of this noble 

pile of mtl&Onry has 'disappearcd, and' its place is now 

occupied by a. few wretched remains, heaped together 

upon the ground, where tile foundation! of the two 

demolished edifices may still be t.mced. Some symptoms 

of conservative intentions with re<;pect to these buildings 

were at first exhibited,' and there had evcn' heen a 

certain amount of expenditure towards thcir maint.enfUlce 

and restoration; but winter coming on, with its accom

panying hardships to the poor without employment, 

they were set to clear this place, nnd the fine baths 

and splendid mosques disappeared from the surface of 

the earth, the Tatru'S themselves assisting ill the demo. 

lition of the St. Sophia of the Crimen. Its marble 

pilasters, ornamented with arabesqucs, now serve as 8. 

door-step to some Italian ta.v~rn in the nl·ighbourhood, 

where the sailors from Genoa and Ragusa get drunk 

with foreign wines, and sing their national melodies. 
. .' Everything in this' demohshed city serves a different 

purpose from that for which it was intended. The 

majority of the mosques have been converted into 

churches, dedicated to various forms of worship, and 

sonia hive even been profanely .pplied to domestic 

o 2 



u&€s. The present. beautiful Annenian church was a 

largt- mosque, and a golden: cross now sunnounts its 

elegantly proportioned dome. The Jsolated minaret 

l!sing to such a hright towards the sky, has lost its 

crowning ornlUoellt, and in the place of its I'pire stands 

a b(>lfry of green copper. Another mosque hns met Wlth 

n nobler fB.~ in its advc1'8ity, and now contains the 

mu&cum of Theodosia. It is an mteresting establish. 

ment, and will be mentioned herenftcr, though unfor. 

tunately 11.1 no great length. We have already given 

8. general &krtt·h of the CJty, whICh, as the reader knows, 

is confined, though by no mean" narrowly, within the 

ancient LoulHhuy traced by tht' Grnnese. Toward~ the 

southern headland nre the rums of a forl.lfication , quite 

as Wide in extent ns the city it'5elf 'TIle Citadel which 

the Genoese had constructed here, commanded both 

tile city and the bay. The numerous compartments of 

masonry still left standing on the declivity of the~ 

hills, hAye been appropriated by the modern city to the 

conslru~'t.ioll of a lazaretto, upon a plan a..'l costly as it 

is well devised. A number of well.yentilated buildings, 

'" ' suitably iso1ated, are scattered atnidst trees, a.nd the 

view of the sea enjoyed by the prisoners must con

siderably relieve the tedium of their captivity. 

Spacious wareh~useB, a large number of bnildiG8&1·in. 
which the merchaudhe is laid out flIld purified,. ~ 
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quarter for the rect"ptJoll of tbe unfortullnte <;uJr('lcr ... 

attn.cked with pll1gue, M·l a little cemetery close by, III 

'PIhich lie buried ~ome who, on entnmg those gnU's, 

cherished Ule hope of }pQving them, forlll the principaJ 

objects 011 wInch the eytl fCsls, when; from tbl' top of 

the hin, \Ye look down upon this fine samtary t''I t. tbh.,ll. 

ment. l1li& dcsrription of Tbeouu"iln, tb~ Ilty h(' I(1\'1'1i 

by the god':>, QS it was cllUeu by the Greeks (If IUtIl II'lIl y, 

will Le complete, ..... hf'1l \W ha.H' ".ald Il word rej.tll \ t' 1.1) 

the Va'it btu·md..s, surr01hHletl b) cO\'('J{·d gR llc I1C.." \\ h l'n ' 

the so1dier i1:o sheltered from iht> W60.t)II'1 Th( ollu<.,m 

posses~es also a publIc gnrJ~n, yrt not bO JIIILhc I.ml 

that its gates were kept C01l1:ota.nUy do..,ed. Tllc bllth~, 

our beloved Turki&h hnths, are m greut number; , ilntl, 

QR IDlly be imagined, we hnstc>ncd thither WIthout dclay. 

But judge of our horror on dI1:oco"C'rmg, through till' 

dim obscurity of the bath rooUl, fI. poor '-cllow buficriug 

from EgyptilUl ophtbalm.in; thc only bather in tile pl ll(,C' 

To get rid of Ule unplensullt impn.'s<,ioll prod'trl'J h) 

this wretched apparition, let u<; brwl..c 1I1lr"f'iv!'!", tu 

the m05t cheerful quarter of the t.ity. A It fllld~ome lind 
• well.proportioned house in this quarkr, IJclo~glllg. to 

M. Amoretti, had been uonnimJusly selecteJ f(lr the 

reoeption of the Emperor, on his approaclul18 \' lll it.. Tlte 

abtEmoe of any intelligence Jrom the west of the CrJlIlE'tl. 

. r.e.dered the ,preciu ep,lch of tlll& august vi~i t II. matter 
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of complete uncertainty. M. Amoretti's house was, how

ever, quite ready: a complete o'tjt of furniture, to which 

everyone had contributed the most precious objects Tle 

possessed, adorned a suite of apartmellts, rendered 

l' markable by almost too great a profusion of frescoes. 

The Emperor might an'ive at any moment, and the 

anxious inhabitants awaited only to see the smoke of the 

steamer, to rush down to the shore with shouts and 

hun-ahs. . 
This city contains 4,500 inhaoitants. A Greek church, 

a mosque, an Armenian Catholic church, a synagogue 

for the kara'illS, another fo~ the rabbinists, and several 

pretty fountains, constitute all that remains of its ancient 

. .and prodigious magnificence. The sequel of this nan-ative 

will show all that it has to regret in the past . . 

We will now relate the mode in which our time WM 

pent during our stay at Theodosia, and how our visit 

to the historic soil of Taurida t erminated. . 



. ~ . 
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H T ER V. 

l'HEODOSIA.-KAFFA.-KERTCH.-TAMAN.-UOU JITA.

YALTA.-ALOUPKA. 

RE OLVEl , as we w r , to d vot 

several days to the study of such 

an interesting city as Theodosia, 

and one so. filled with subject 

worthy of serious attentio:a, £rom 

the very first day of our arrival 

wc 8et to work, each in his peculiar 

Qflpartmcnt. Tho geologist and zoologist daily wander d 

afar, in quest of treasures, which were every evening 
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brought into the common laboratory, augmenting ~W' 

o.lready plentIful collections. Om studious botanist fo~d 

the utmost difficulty in obtaining a few plants, to sudh 

a degree is the soil in the neighbourbood of the city 

burnt up by the' sun, and choked by the dust. As to 

skewhes, and curious observa.tions, we were in the spot 

of all Taurido. the most likely to yield an abwulu.nt 

harvpst. At the hour when the whole city is given 

np to the luxury of the siesta, w(' assembled at our 

favourite resort, the Museum of"11teodosill., to which the 

curator, Dr. Gnpt"ron, a. French physi('ian, was kind 

enough to procure us frequent admittance. TIns museum 

is established. within the cool cupola of an ancient 

mosque. It contains an interestmg collection of works 

of art, the valuable memorials of the fertile and mgenious 

mind of the ancient Greek aqd Genoese colonies. The

scutcheons of the (}enoese may almost be said to pave 

the streets of Theodosia; and you find, appropriated to 
• 

the most vulgar uses, the soulptured armorial bearings 

of the Donas and of the most- illustrious f8lllilies, the 

armed )wrseman of. the bank of St. George, IUld tit. 

nmI. Ii J.Wf&, heine olway§ founa united will> th ••• 

of their lb8.S\ers. Bat let us penetrate moo the inte:nor 

of the musell'm. We 'Will first .direct our atteJatiQR 
tp the gnanlius N the .eDinmoe, two lions oOOUC~) m 
gigantic ...... ,_lptured ia naarbl", with theit headallunM4 


