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however, our descrying Bouyouk-Lampat, thg Great
Lampat, a faded relic of ancient Lampas, which stood
by the sea’s edge in the iime of the Greek colonies,
and atiracted beneath its walls, well known to the mer-
chant, vessels which 1t could but ill 'shelter against the
storm. A little further on’ we beheld Parthenites. This
ancient name is mow employed to designate a fertile
wine estate and a rich village, whoso inhabitants success-
fully cultivate flax, and grow the best tobacco in the
whole Crimes, so celebrated in this Tespect. Along the
whole of this coast may be observed the traces of some
great convulsion of the earth’s crust. Leaving Parthenites
behind, you advance amidst scenery of a mysterious cha-
racter, and are now far from the sea, for Aiou-Dagh,
the Bear Mountain, rises like an immense flattbned cone,
while its base is plunged in the sea. Between this
rock and the Tauric mountains les a sheltered valley;
and how begutiful is the road along the slopes of this
secondary range ! The traveller will there be reminded
of Switzerland: Nothing is wanting to complete the
resemblance : rocks, mills, bridges of daring earchi-
tecture, and turbulent cascades. Like all moyntain
passes, these roads have their legends and poetical tra-
ditions. If you listen to the post-masters, the Tatar
drivers, or even the feld-jagers themselves, the armed
couriers of the government, it will be your fault if you
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are mot, perauaded that some unknown brigand,  some
Tatar Schubry, is sometimes encountered amidst these
Jonely ambuscades, and that he buries the plunder result-*
ing from his mysterious expeditions on the summit of
Aiou-Dagh. These traditions, however, more poetical
than terrible, do not interfers with thé perfect safety of
the road, which may be travelled over without fear night
and day.

Another happily situated spot is the estate of Artek,
for which a former proprietor, a3 romantic as.he was
fond of Greek, inven*qetl the name of Kardiatricon, -or
cure for the heart; a name which seems fresh plucked
from the Garden of Greck Roots of the Rev. Father
Lancelot. Next comes Oursouf, another of Justinian's
forts, which, in the time of the Sclavonian invasion, was
called Gorzabita, the shattered mountain. + Oursouf has,
in its turn, belonged to the Genoese. A mass of ruins,
dating from the period of the Genoese ocgupation, and
Built, perhaps, on Roman foundations, commends this
little town, which rises in the form of an amphitheatre
on the banks of a streamlet. Passing this spot, you leave
Ai-Dguil on your left, & wine estate, under the protection
of 8t. Daniel. Similar names are frequent in this part
of the coast.  Cape Ai-Todor is dedicated to 8t. Theodore.
Ai-Petri, the rock which overhangs Aloupka like -an
embattled tower, Ai-Vassilli, the large black mountain



TAMAN.~—ALOUCHTAM—YALTA.—ALOUPEA. 269

towards which we were now journeying, are sp many
instances in which the ancient nomenclature of the
Lower Empire has been preserved. The word sgios,
(holy) has been corrupted into Ai. Thus does the
elliptical character of the oriental languages disfigure the
names which it dppropriatés.

Within a short distance of Ai-Danil appears Nikita,
a fine village, overshadowed by walnut trees. We need
scarcely state, that living springs of fresh water, in which
the Crimea is so rich,.abundantly ir.rignt.e these fertile
ravines. Below Nikita, between that village and the sea,
stretches the celebrated botanical garden belonging to
the crown, established in 1812. This valuable garden
contains an_immense collection of plants, eultivated with
a degree of care which the beauty of the climate and
the vigour ofgthe soil have rendered effective beyond
all hope. To the verdant temple of science a sanctuary
was required ; to this end a siimple edifice, supported on
pillars, has been erected, in a position commanding the
most attractive progpects, and from a pedestal within it
a bust of Linunsus, the learned and ingenious inventor
of botany, extends its protection over the wholg of this
learnedly classified vegetation.” So short a visit as ours,
and one so crossed by the bad weather, was little fitted
to satisfy our botanical zeal. Accordingly, the following
dayD::.fLeﬁm}ié returned to the garden, to spend am
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entire da}r, Wrapped in thal nappy state or scientific
contempla.hon, of which only the initiated can appreciate
the dehghts.

As Yalta 18 approached, the steep sides of the moun-
tains appear clothed with a vegetation similar to that
which spreads over the vast' area of Stille-Bogas. Our
readers may, perhaps, remember that we remarked at
starting the beauty of these pines and twisted junipers.
We were proceeding at a gallop along the road leading
to Yalta, when, close to Massandra, a fine estate belonging
to Count Woronzoff, we descried a number of men on
horreback, wrapped m thewr bourkas. These are capital
Circassian cloaks, perfectly impermeables, as they say in
Paris, The leader of this cavalcade was no other than
Count Woronzoff himself. On seeing us, the fegtures of
the noble Count betrayed an expression gf serious dis-
pleasure, and he severely tgok to task the postillion
driving the first télégue of our caravan; and, indeed, the
%aan was greatly to blame. In the face of the most
precise regulations to the contrary, he had harnessed
three horses to his fragile vehicle, when, from the dan-
gerous pature of the road, which is hedged with precipices,
only two are allowed. Let us add, that this impradent
dryver, & mnxi}e:ted‘ old soldier, had but one arm to gnide
three fiery horses, galloping sil the way, and rushing
round the windings of the road with terrific rapidity.
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The reprimand was accordingly severe; sand wg, who
were ignorant of the reélﬂa.tmns and of the fault com-
rutted, looked on in some amazement: as to the culprit,
he knew perfectly well the pumshment that awaited him.
When all was over, the governor-general lad aside his
severe looks. and appeared’as full as ever of kmdness
and interest towards lus protegés, who, thanks to him,
had accomphshed, with unequalled success, thewr long
excursion, so rife with new emotions and fresh sources
of imterest. This rencontre, however., under such un-
toward circumstances, caused us some distress. We
called to mind the expression of an mhabitant of the
Crimea, of whom we mnquired how 1t was, that with so
kind a heart, and such paternal and engaging manners,
Count Woronzoff enforced such ngid respect of is autho-
rity. “ Gentleggen,” was the answer, “m the same degree
as the general 1s kind and affable on all ordinary occasions,
is he strict when duty is 1 question; ‘he 15 a steel blade
in & velvet scabbard’” What could we add to this”
eulogium? and yet, two days afterwards, the noble Count’s
hospitable kindness towards us extended so far, as to
pardon the old postillion, and remit the fineqhe, had
incurred.

It is impossible to describe how softly the first words
of Signor Bartohucci fell on our ears. “ Siate benvenuti,
signori!” Fa this good hostelry at Yalta, where sl
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are so, attentive, and hospitable services arc rendered
with such ready good nature ‘as to make one forget
the tariff, we found all that could be desired by travellefs
wet, weary, and covered with a thick crust of mud.
On alighting at’ the cittd di Odessa, we exactly re-
sembled those rongh .shaped clay models on which the
sculptor’s fancy has not yet mmpressed any definite form.

The next day all the neighbouring mountains were
covered with snow; it was a magnificent spectacle, but
ol short durationt, for the sun. soon converted all this
;now into torrents.

Before the departure of the DPeter the Great, we
had but one duty to fulfil, and one viait to pay. Both
were enjomed us by a proper feeling of gratitude, and
we procceded to Aloupka to acquit ourselves of the
obliggtion.

Since our last visit the palace of Aloupka had been
completed, and it now appeared in all its majesty from
the top of a broad terrace commanding the magnificent
scenery around. We have already described the situation
of this royal, residence upon which Ai-Petri, a lightning.
jagged 1oek, frowns from a height of & thousand feet. The
pelace, or rather to speak with the noble modesty of its
masters, the mﬂ#ﬁon of Aloupks, stands in the midst
of ghick masses of foliage, and stahds out againsb’the
gréy. back-ground ‘of the mountain. The muterind of
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which it is bwlt 13 a rich green grantey the ggiinstein
‘of Germen mineralogists. The form of the building
is & massive square, and 1ts style a skilful combination of
the Byzantine and Saracen architecture, except that, by
a privilege pecular to Aloupka, the blocks of granite
were procured at so short’a distance that they have
been left in therr orgmal large dunensions. The
structure of the house, accordingly, 15 Like that of a
Roman monument a succession of gigantic layers of
stonc.  With such matenals the mchutect has been
enabled to mtroduce the most dehicate sculptured orna-
ments, carved m a sohd block from these large stones
The balustrades of the palace, 1ts elegant climneys,
disgmsed 1n ornamental forms, and all the delicate
tracery carved out of the sohd gramte, will consequently
endure as longgas the neighbouring peaks from which
ther material has been hewn.

We have scarcely more than alluded to the gardens
of Aloupka, and yets wherc shall we find any more
deserving an elaborate description ? Nothing 1s wanting
in this spot, favoured by every natural resource, to
congtitute an wunrivalled garden ; grottoes, cageades,
limpid basins, yawning craters, wild retreats. Nor has
nature required ‘more than the shightest assistance from
the hand of man. All that was necessary, was to lay
out & path; adroitly winding along the slopes, beside

VO, I T
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the waters, bytthe edge of the preclpmes, and leading the
visitor unconscmusly to every spot on the grounds. The
boundary of this portion of the gurdens, is formed by
the sohid sides of Ai-Petri; and it would be difficult,
through all these ravines, to reach the base of this
formidable mountain in less'than two hours. Returning
towards the Count’s residence, a Tatar village is en-
countered, congealed in a hollow, and. overshadowed by a
thick forest. The presence of this village, thus shrouded
from view, is o;ﬂy betrayed ky its ghttering minaret
rising above the mass of foliage, from whose summit the
calls of the Muslem are daily heard and endured with
all patience at the principal residence. On the slope
descending towards the sea, are exhibited all the artificial
beauties' of an English gerden, with its capriciously
winding paths, and its expanse of turf, jn the midst of
which is heard the murmur of a hidden rivulet. Here
stands a tower, there a guard-house, for the Arnaouts,
higher up, a conservatory, and as hostelry besides, the
design of which, in harmony with the surrounding sce-
nery, is in the Italian style. Immediately at the foot
of the- mountain a liftle harbour, protected by rocks,
affords a shelter to fishing and pleasure boats. But
this is only a frigid and incomplete sketch of this
admirsble garden. What more shall we say of this
magnificent abode ? or how describe the scene of our
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farewell, which . left us so filled with, emotion and
gratitude. To have heard the Count Woronzoff at
this last interview, it would seem we had no thanks to
return. We took leave of this nobleman, bearing away
with us a promise most dearly prized’ by us, viz., that
of speedy advancement for 8ur devoted companion and
faithful guide, Michael. .

On Saturday, October 28th, the Peter the Great
received us on board for the last time, together with
our collections, our seicntific acqui's.ltions, and our
notes, filled with such sincere expressions of admiration.
Michael, who was as attached to us as if we were his
oldest friends, pressed us all in his arms with tears,
which the old Arnaout vainly endeavoured to repress.
The next day, after a splendid passage, we drrived at
Odessa.
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CHAPTER VL

HISTORICAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE CRIMEA,—ODESSA,—
RETURN.

Our travels were now drawing
to a close. We had accom-
plished, with all due conscien-
tiousness, this our studious
enterprise, and mnow, ¥ was
time to think of returning
was already far advanced, and
the fine weather, which we still expected to fall in with
~on the coast of the Crimea, had vanished before the
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gloomy Harbidgers of wimter On the 29th of October
we were mn Odessa, and only too well pleased to find
that the road across the steppes was mnot closed to
us by the setting in of the ramy season.

Before taking leave th the Cnimea, however, that
hospitable land, so worthy of interest, let us cast one
last glance at it. Let us, if possible, sum up in a few
pages its past history; and what history was ever more
replete with evepts, with hopes, with poetry and with
reality ?

We must go back to the age of fable, to trace the
origin of Taunda. Al attempts to throw a hght upon
this dark period, have only added to the number of
deceptive phantoms which have been evoked — The
most grave historians have not thought it beneath them
to relate, onc after the other, the dramatic 1eg? of
mythology : not that the study of these was of sdftcient
umportance to arfest the attention of serious minds, but
because all these stories had been*already so well told by
narrators not less than forty centuries old, fhere has
been a certain charm in repeating them, and thus even
the gwive searchers after truth, allowing themselves to
be amused by fables, have found in them, like the good
Lafontaine, an extreme pleasure.

' If we may trust historians, the first inhabitants of
Taurida were an aboriginal people, c¢alled Tauri or
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Teurians; but scarcely is our sttention directed Jon this
race of people and their ndme, when ¢he Taurl suddenly
7anish, swept away by a formidable invasion of Amazons.
These singular heroines had, while overrunning Europe,
sent an expedition into Taunda. Those who wish to
summon chronology to i assistance of poetry, will
find in all works relative to the subject, that this invasion
oceurred exactly four hundred years before the expedition
of the Argonauts. How unfortunate, that we cannot
relate here the rare and curious hmt,or.y of the Awmazons ;
a history in all respects worthy of Ariosto, but which
was preserved by tradition, and communicated to the
world under the auspices of such great names as :
Herodotus, Justin, Strabo, Diodorus, Sicilus, the grave
recorders of the simple legends of a world in its
childhood.

wever the case may be, these conquermg hordes
of women, this fantastic republic, sometumes cruel,
sometimes merciful to the hostile sex, had invaded
Tauridé. As soon as they were established, they
founded their temples — at whose blood-stained altars
barbarous rites were celcbrated, the. presiding arieatess
being & virgin, and men the victims sacrificed. Need
we inform the reader that the most deadly, the most
dreaded of these temples, was that erected on the
headland which was afterwards called Cape Parthenium,
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that thjs temple was dedicated to Diana Tauropolitape,
amd that the statue of the deity presided over these
human shambles? Are we not now at the prologuc
of the fatal drama of the Atrides, that cternal subject
which furnishes the Greek theatre with inexhaustible
sources of terror and pity ? ‘But time rolls on, and the
scene of war 13 before the walls of Troy: behold the
danghter of Agamemnon, the poetical Iphigenia, chaste
and love-breatlung creation, at once the daughter of
Euripides and of (Ra.cine; belold her devoted to a
horrble sacrifice, as though, m those times, the blood
of man had been the ultunate argument of the
priesthood | Iphigema is cdrried off, takes refuge in
Taunda, and from a victim becomes a priestess. The
reader knows what expiation was imposed upon her
us a8 sister, how the recogmtion was brought about,
that first yet never fahng source of dramatic emotion,
and how Orestes and Pylades carried off and fled to
Argos with the priestess and the effigy of the implacable
goddess.

At a later period, the Scythians, who might be called
a tem on horseback, procella equestris, rushed down
upon Taurida, a land which seéms to have been formed
to serve as s passage for the hordes of barbarians
flowing from the east to the west. The Scythians
long wemained masters of Teurida; but suddenly .the
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Amazons appearea a secona wme upone these ,shores.
Strange historyl These wdmen-solditrs, conquered by
Hercules and by Theseus, had been led captive into
Greece, when they seized on the vessels, slew their
conquerors ; and, being thrown by a storm on the coast
of Teurida, disembarked, lajing waste the country, and
spreading terror among the Scythians. Meanwhile,
recovering from their first confusion, the Scythians
discovered what weak encmies they had to contend
with, and deemed their youngest wn;riorﬂ a sufficient
force to oppose the termble Amazons. The battle was
hike that at Pharsalia: the combatants struck at each
other’s faces and hearts; but a peace was soon concluded.

We will pass rapidly over ,all this early period, which
belongs rather to the province of the imagination.
Darius, that métcor who threw out so much empty
smoke, directed a formidable expedition against the
Seythians, but was conquered; and only owed his
safety to a bridge very opportunely thrown across the
mouth of the Danube. Soon afterwards, Greece, famous
both in arms and eloquence, sent out among the
barbarians an expedMion, as a sort of forlorn e of
civilisation. It was at tifis time that Jason came, not
far from tHese shores, in search of the golden fleece,
the noble prize won by his valour and s beauty A
aumber of Greek colonistss settled between the Boug
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and the Dmuper and & temple was erected to Ceres.
Let us leave fable to its' poetncal tales, history will
come but too soon.

Seven hundred years before our era, the Milesians
occupied the eastern part of Taurida, where they founded
Theodosia, Nympheeum, Panticapeum, Myrmikione ;
at the same time the Heracleotes landed on the httle
western pemngsula, and lad the first foundations of
thewr conquest. Between these two germs of civilisation,
in the east and in the west, pressing them on either
side, the savage inhabitants, the mingled remains of
'tlr;e Taurians and the Scythians, had no refuge left but
their mountamns, whither they retreated mm a mass, and
defended thewr approaches.. The Greek emigrants now
learned the way to these shores, which had become easy
of access. The Pontus Euxinus—the sea favourable to
‘strangers, as it was called by the Greeks, who were so
prodigal of this wronical antiphrasis, and called the furies
the FEumenides—the Pontus Euxinus then beheld ad-
venturous fleets braving its tempests, and the eastern
portion of Taurida became peopled with new cities,
rapid‘ rising to spower. The Seythians, in their turn
neighbours, and frequently h%stile neighbours, of this
flourishing civilisation, were unable to withdraw from
its beneficial influence. It was exactly at this period
that the kingdom of Bospherus was founded. Leucon
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wag the first king of the news kingdom¢ and for three
centuries the prosperit}: of” this powar,' which was con-
‘tinumlly increasing, appeared based on solid foundations.
Let us now advert to the passage of the Sarmatians:
long the possessors of the adJa.ce‘nt countries, they
withdrew, after the la.pse' of half a century, leaving
behind them troubles and ecommotions, which lasted for
two centuries, continually exhausting , themselves in
attacks on the frontiers of the ki:lgdom, but never
succeeding m shaking 1ts strength. We now come to the
reign of Mithridates Eupator, fourth of that name, with
whose successes and reverses the world 18 acquainted ;
a great man 1t 18 true, but great after the manmner
of barbarians. Stamned with the blood of his own
famly, and driven from Asia, Mithndates sought to
strike at the heart of Rome; he meditated the conquest
of Italy at the very moment when the Roman yoké'
weighed upon the whole of Greece, and left him alone
in his audacious designs. The undertaking was immense,
unexpected, and ncredibly rash: it was no less an
ambition than that of treading in the footsteps of
Hannmbal. The expedition had to foree its way-&rough‘
the territory of the Scytfians ; checked by these uncon-
guerable hordes, Mithridates united with the Sarmatians
to bresk through their inopportune barrier ; but treason
broke out: the ‘army, alarmed at so vast an undertaking,
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wag urged< to vebellion, gnd Pharnace was appointed by
the soldiers in thé place of 'his father. But what need
As there that we should relate this history; it is popular
from the amount of heroism, of cruelty and of suffering
which it exhibits.

Mithridates having fallen, the sceptre of Rome was
extended, without opposition, over these wretched pro-
vinces, which it governed through phantoms of monarchs.
We are thus brought down to the Christian era, to the
middle of the first century, ere*we have to record the
first invasion of barbarians with which Teuride was
visited, viz.—that of the Alani. These were a nomadic
people, whose days were spent on horseback, and their
nights in their covered cars; bold in war, and eager
for pillage. They levelled Theodosia, and oppressed the
whole country for more than a century. The Goths
hext appeared upon these shores: barbarian fought with
barbarian ; but the new-comers carried the day. They
overthrew the Alani, and drove them to their mountains.
At this period, Taurida was called Gothia. Meanwhile,
the Sarmatians ‘coveted - the tottering remains of the
kingdoggeof Bospherus. The Chersonites of the little
republic ‘of the west: hastened “to the assistance of the’
distracted - provinces : they ‘took possession of ‘Pantic
capeeum, and bravely withstood the attack of the Sarma~
tisns The two armies, wearied by an inveterste oonflict
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in the neighbourhood of Theodosia, hadspaused, in the
midst of blood, when a’ sirbular combat took place: a
chivalrous and deadly joust between the two chiefs was
proposed and accepted. Savromates on the barbarian
side, and Pharnaces on that of the Che;-sonites, descended
into the arena. The barbarian was a giant, cased in irr:n,
and looked like a Living well; the Greek was slight and
weak; but an artifice came to his rescue. At a pre-
concerted signal, the army gave three shouts; the giant
was astonished, and his adversary became vietor. Is not
this one of those world-old traditions of which the world
will never tire? After this, the conquered Sarmatians, true
to their plighted faith, submitted to the conqueror, and
passed over into Asia. Pharnaces, who possessed a mighty
soul in a weak frame, exacted no return for his victory
from those whom he had rescued, and left the Bosphorians
at liberty. The country then fell into the hands of new
masters. The Huns appeared in their turn in this fitful
history : they came towards the west, driven onwards
by the Tatars from the east, and now fell upon Taurida.
They destroyed the Goths and the Alani, whom they
surprised in a defenceless condition, and extendqd their
conquests northward, towards the Baltic. But when
Attila, their king, the scourge of God and the terror
of the world, at last met with his death at the end of
his erratic conquests, this gigantic empire, cemented by



286 OBSERVATIONS ON THE CRIMEA.—

violence, erumbled hke the work of a day. The Huns,
dispersed by interfial dissensions, fell back upon all the
nations which they had borne along in their course.
For the space of two centuries they were found scattered
in_all directions, t};oy and thewr b:;.nded allies, Hungarians,
Oulzigourians, infesting Taurida and the neighbouring
provinces with their depredations. At last the Republc
of Cherson was threatened. It was then that the
Emperor Justinial.'n’ sent assistance to the dismayed
Greek population, and bwlt, for the defence of the
coast, that line of forts, of which we have already
described the remarns.

As soon as this formidable irruption had exhausted
itself, Taurida seemed to breathe once more; but it
was destined soon to submut to a fresh subjugation.
The Khazars made a descent upon her. The Khazars
sprung from the Huns; and, left by them m_ those
regions which now form Lathuania, had acquired a degree
of power which was destined to spread still further.

After the invasion of the Khazars, which occurred at
the commencement of the seventh century, Taurida took
the name of Khazaria. Kiovia, the provinces of the Don,
Caucasia, Moldavia, Transylvania and Hungary, became,
m the course of fume, the conquest of this people, whose
alliance even the. Byzantine Empire did mot disdain
bo seek. Towards the year 811, this state had taken
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the rank of a powerful monarchy ; but stmcely was this
colossus raised, than on its *forehead t!ppea.red the mark
which announces the destruction of men and of nations.
The Russians and the Petchenegues fell upon Khazaria
like one of those scourges which must be destroyed, if
we would not ourselves perisl’l under them. The Russians
at that early period were already constituted under a
government, strong from its pohtical umty. At this
fatal juncture, the Khazars, who nesded the support
of the Greeks, invoked the assistance not only of their
arms but of their religious dogmas, to which the Khazars
were converted towards the year 858. But the efforts
of the Russians, the progress of the Petchencgues, and
civil dissensions, soon reduced this empire to the last
extremity ; and Khazaria, resuming the name of the
Tauric Chersonese, fell exclusively into the hands of
the Petchenegues. The southern coast, however, did
not belong to them ; it was a dependency of the republic
of the Chersonites, and became united to the Byzantine
Empire.

Meanwhile, it was not long ere the new inhabitants,
an active, industrious people, endowed with % great
commercial genius, supplanted the Chersonites in their
trade with the east. They placed themselves, by a
direct intercourse, between Byzantium and Asia, to the
detriment of the Chersonites, who soon beheld the
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downfa]l of their ancient prosperity. This phasis of
enrichment, however, was ot prolonged beyond a cen-
tury and a-half. Attacked and conquered by the Romans,
the Petchenegues returned into Asia.

The Comans, who had fallen upon Taurida in their
flight from the Mongul Tatar$, lived in that country, first
a8 tributaries of the mountaineers : this people formed,
as it were, a national stock, riding -over every transitory
storm, and who, yielding at last to their warlike impulses,
were Now harassin:g the country. - The unexpecled advance
of the Tatars drove back the Comans towards Thracia.
A new era was just dawning, both for Taurida and
the whole of Eastern Europe.  Tchinghis-Khan, the
immortal founder of the Empire of Kaptchak, had died
in 1226, One of his grandsons, Batou-Khan, eager to
tread in the footsteps of his terrible ancestor, threw him-
self apon Europe with 600,000 men. Russia, Poland
and Hungary were overwhelmed by this impetuous torrent.
European Sarmatia and Taurida could not escape the
fierce conqueror; they were comprised in little Tatary.
Batou-Khan dying, the Crimea became the appanage
of one Af his deseendants, Oran-Timour. Solgate, which
we visited under the name of Eski-Krim, then became
the residence of the Khan.

The face of the country soon became altered. Its
mesters, who professed the mahomedan religion, hehaved
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with tolerance towards the subjugated poapic, ang trade
once more began to flourih in that land, which it
nover deserted but with regret. Solduma, the modern
Sou-dagh, became a wealthy entrepot forall the mer-
chandise of the east, while Or-Kapy, the prescut, Perecop,
traded on its inexhaustible salt lakes, until at last the
navigators of the Mediterranean, those skilful polticians,
scenting afar the richest prizes, came to explore these
shores, where so rich a future was promused. Vewce,
Genoa and Pisa, those three republics of merchant nobles,
contended at that time for supremacy in navigation and
commerce. The Genoese gained the ascendant over their
competitors. As early as 1162 they had already estab
lished factories at Constantinople. Eighteen years later,
a Genoese landed in the bay, where, once bencath the
walls of ancient Theodosia, vesscls had found a shelter.
He bought & parcel of land from the khan of Solgate,
whose possessions extended to these shores, and Kaffa
was founded.

To describe the prodigious aggrandisement of this
power, from the time it had thus almost stealthily set
its foot on the Theodosian shore, would be to re.l‘ate all
the artifice, genius, and activity employed by the new
comers; and when, "at last, the Tatars perceived the
unscrupulous encroachments of the Genoese, it was too
late, and Genos was the stronger. Kaffa, having grown

VoL, 1L, U
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up to beca ren and flourishing commercial city, excited
the violent jeafousy of the ‘Venetians. They determined
to destroy it; and in 1292, having fitted out a formidable
fleet, they captured the new city, and sacked it ; but this
vietory was of no advantage to the spoilers. Exhausted
by fammne and sickness, the Venetians soon deserted
their capture, leaving behind them several galleys, for
which they could not supply crews to bring them back
to Vemce. Meanwhile, Genoa was scarcely affected at
all by this blow mmed at her power. In 1304, the
mndest factory of Constantinople became a Genoese city,
and flourished under the name of Pera. Andronicus
Paleologus, who would have parted with lus empire
at nced, had given permission to build, on this site,
any thing that mgbt be thought proper to be built.
As to Kalla, wealth and power returned to 1t with the
Genoesé banner. John XXII, the sovereign Pontiff,
made an episcopal see of this city of infidels. All this
prosperity was, however, suddenly forfeited.by the most
insignificant of accidents.

Tana, an ancient city, situated at the extremity of the
sea og. Azoff, negr the mouth of the Tanais, on the spot
now occupied by Taganrog, was the residence of Djanibek-
Khan, to whom the empire of Kaptchak had in those
days descended. The Genoese and Venetians traded
in perfect freedom with this city. A Tatar of Tams
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having insulted a Genoese, the Iatter, prompt im wieakng
vengeance, slew his aggress8r. A hotrible massacre of
the Italians followed this inconsiderate act, and Djanibek-
Khan, in his rage, ordered the Genoese of, Kaffa to quit
the Mussulman territory. The Genoese refused, and
war was declared.

Kaffa was besieged; it was delivered by a sally, and
Genoa, being victorious, would consent to no terms save
the degenerate successor of Telunghis and Datou-Khan
craved them on his kneoes. The Tatar prince abased
himself, and promised a trbute, but soon broke his
word by acts of pillage and assassination. The war
broke out with fresh actiity ; the Genoese closely.
blockaded the sea of Azoff, and Kaffa prepared for a
vigorous resistance. Turope was alarmed at thé danger
which threatened the republic, to such a degree that
Clement VI. invoked all christendom to the assistance
of the true faith menaced mn Kaffa; but exhaustion on
both sides brought about a compromise, and relations
were once morc established. Kaffa, nevertheless, pro-
vided against any fresh alarms, and 1t was at this time
that the imposing line of ramparts wag built, thsi ruins
of which we explored. In 1386, its formidable en-
closure of walls and towers was completed. This
immense enterprise afforded a just measure of the
power and wealth of the republic at this period. Let
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us add, that ¢he great and noble character of its insti-
tutions failed not in raising it ere long still "higher in
the esteem of the Tatar population. The Genoese
colony dealt with so much iutegrity and justice towards
its neighbours, that the latter frequently referred their
internal litigations tb their decision. In 1865 it had
become mistress of those two important points of the
coast, Cembalo and Soldaa ; the Dalaklava and Sou-dagh
of the present day. These places were fortified, as is
still attested by the ruins, of whose imposing appearance
we  have ‘givan a sketch. The acquisition of these
two noble ports was but a slight step in the progress
of Kaffa; they were but as the land-marks, pointing
out the limits which the powerful republic had assigned
to itself. Fifteen years after, they were united one
with the other by a conquest of inestimable value,
and which was vo less than the whole of the southern
coast, that delightful tract of land, so full of beauty
and natural resources, extending from Balaklava to Sou-
dagh. Gothia—for this name was still applied to that
mountain region—thus became a dependency of the
Genogse.

But while the power of this exotic republic continued
day by day to augment, the empire of Kuptchak was
yvisibly declining. Wars, usurpations, treason, digpord,
every calamity seemed banded together to -overwhelm
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this unfortunate country, and PBeurida, 82 a porjon of
the empife, shared in the feneral strMe. The race of
Tehingis-Khan, alternately weak or erucl, had drawn
down upon the country a multitude of disasters.

The last direct dascendant. of this ﬂlusmous farnily,
Tokat-Myche, having 1mprudeutly summoned the des-
cendants of Tamerlane to his assistance, was dispossessed
by them of his power. Abou-Seid, whose ‘aid was thus
implored, had in 1401 invaded the ancient empire of
Kaptchak ; subsequently 'an cngagement took place, in
which the usurper slew, with his own hand, his deter-
mined rival, the wretched .-Tokat-Myche. Abou-Sexd
being thus delivered of an importunate opponent, caused
all the descendants of Tehmmgis-Khan to be made
away with. All the scions of ¢his illustrious stock
were handed over to the assassin, with the single
exception of Devlet, a poor child of ten years of age,
for whom a high destiny was in store. e was saved
by & shepherd, and was secretly brought up in the
obscure condition of a herd.

A day came when the Tatars, having long groaned
beneath the oppressive rule of the princes of thg race
of Tamerlane, violently threw off the yoke. The entire
nation bittefly regretted the murder of its legitimate so-
véreigns. Devlet appeared, proved his identity, and was
haited 28 a saviour. He was unanimously proclumed a
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Hadji, a ¢itle only giverf to the pigrims who have visited
Mecea ; but his %xile, a we‘ary‘pilgﬁmage, had® won him
tlns pious distinetion. Now cume the shepherd’s turh.
His adopted *son asked him what recompense he de-
manded for having saved the life of the noble scion
of the kbans ? Adbpt m; name, sire, in conjunction
with your own, and let the name of Gherai be trans-
mitted to ybur descendants, in memory of the poor
shepherd by whom you were saved. This noble recom-
pense was not withheld from *one who showed himself
so disinterested, and to the last day of this monarchy
the name of the peasant was jomed with the names
of the khans of the Crimea.

While Devlet-Gherai, after having subdued, though
not without peril, this-turbulent people, was consolidating
his newly acquired power, by wisely marking out the
limits of lus vast empire, Genoa expcrienced some
reverses. The Greeks of Balaklava had unexpectedly
attacked and expulsed the Genoese, who, however,
shortly afterwards inflicted & severe punishment on
them. On the other hand, a quarrel with the Tatars
of Solgate proved fatal to the Genoese, who were con-
quered. ¥rom that time the star of the republic began
to pale.

The capture of Constantinople—that Rome of the
east, which Mahomet seized in 1458—struek a fatal
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blow at the power of Genoa, Pera gwas ,unable to
repel the conqueror, and Maffa was tareatened. 1t was
during this same year that fhe Genoese republic,

repair its losses, pledged the colonics of Taurida with
the bank of St. George, which gontiﬁued I possession
of them for twenty-two yeafs. A# this juncture, Mengli-
Ghera: ascended the throne of the khans. He was
one of the eight sons left Ly Devlet. Each of these
rival princes believed himself called to rule absolutely
over this country, distracted by 50 many conflicting
ambitions. Mengli, {favoured by the intrigues of Kaffa,
triumphed over his competitors. This being accom-
plished, the bankers of Genoa (no longer now as
formerly, models of justice) wished to build upon their
services, and rule the khan. gwhose destiny was in
their hands; for in order to raise lum to the throne,
they had simply imprisoned his brothers m their fortress
at Sou-dagh. The nation now began to murmur, and
the unjust and intriguing spirit of the insolent tyrants
excited indignation in every heart. The storm which
had long been gathering, broke out at last with terrible
effect. While a multitude of Tatars, surrouudu(.l Kaffa,
an agent who had been dispatched to Constantinople
offered the Genoese colomes to Mahomet, and soon
after, on the 1st of June, 1475, a Turkish fleet of
489 sails appeared menacingly before Kaffa. Afler a
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desperate residtance, whjch lasted six days, Kaffa, the
beautiful city, theerich colony;, surrendered at discretion.
®he victors were tyrannical and exacting. Overwhelm,
ing tributes, humiliating conditions, and the banishment
of all the Roman cptholics to Constantinople, were
among the lightest consequbnces of this defeat. The
colonies of Grenon fell ome after the other into the
hafids of the Turks. Sou-dagh was the last settlement
over which the banner of the republic was seen fo
float ; it yielded at dest to famime. Thus fell, beneath
the brutal and senseless hands of the followers of
Mahomet, the great and glorious edifice which it had
faken two centuries to raise.

Mengli-Ghera:, who had taken refuge in Constan-
tinople, after the fall of the power which had befriended
him, left the empire of the khans a prey to the con-
flicting claims of his brothers, now deljvered from their
captivity at Sou-dsgh. The Tatars, harassed by this
storm of rival pretensions, had recourse™o the Sultan,
and besought him to send them a ruler capable of re-
storing peace. Their prayer was heard ; Mengli-Gherai
was restored to them, but, previous to his departure, he
had received his instructions. He was commanded to
deliver to the Turks the country thus confided to his
treachery. The undertaking was difficult. ‘Mengli knew
to what an extent such conditions would exasperste the
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mmavn ;  auu perndps it was o make Jhe ¢hreatened
bondage appear less intolerfble, that he suddenly gave
himself up to the most lamentable and blood-stained
excesses of power. This same prince, swho was long
honoured for his clemency and kindness, brought down
as many curses on his name as Hadji Devlet, his noble
father, had won blessings. A scourge to his subjects,
after plunging them into the depth of degradation f#hd
barbarism, he died in 1515, leaving a son, if possible,
more detestable still thah his father.”

For a long period the princes of this race deserved no
other title than that of brigand chiefs. They took ad-
vantage of the wars between their neighbours, to sell
their assistance to the highest bidder, and sometimes even
to both sides at once; at the sgme time, however, the
Porte, abusing the right which it had usurped in the
days of Mengli-Ghera, of appointing or deposing the
khans, treated those princes as its pachas, and raised or
degraded thenf® at its pleasure. For a period of a hun-
dred and fifty years, fourteen khans, the ephemeral
areatures of the Ottoman power, succeeded each other.
Some of these princes, friends of pesge, imposed' a curb
on the tarbulent spirit gf their subjects. One only among
them, Gazi-Gherai, deserves umconditional praise; an
aocomplished warrior, but generous at the same time; an
ertidite poet, a skilful musician, and endowed with a
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noble and.pure soul, Gari-Ghera: would have made his
reign the source of every bledsing, had not the degenerate
Jpeople over whom he ruled loved war for its most des
plorable attendants—pillage and rapine. This prince died
peacefully in 1608. During thé reign of the eight khans
of his race who succeeded Mim, the same alternation of
wars and alliances, truce and pillage, rapine and trea-
ch&'y, with the Tatars, Russians, Poles and Cossacks,
continued as in the past.

The line of Méngli-(}herm betame extinct in 1666,
and the collateral dynasty of the Tchobans, or shepherds,
occupied the throne. Adel-Gherai, the first of this
i'a.mily, was dethroned by the Sultan. Selim-Gheras, his
successor, several times deposed and reinstated, ascended
the throte every time.a fresh war broke out with the
Germans, the Russians, or the Poles. He was a man of
great courage, and defeated these three allied powers in
a single campaign. The Janissaries, captivated by his
splendid qualities, wished to place him™at their head.
Selim preferred retirement, to a throne unjusily usurped ;
he set out for Mecca, on a holy pilgrimage. Devlet, hig
son, was deposed pefore he had even placed the crown
upon his head; Selim returned, for the ffth time, and
died in the exercise of that authority to which he attached
so little value.

Meanwhile, events of immense importance had oc-
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curred withur a snort distance of the (Jnmca + Keter tho
Great, the immortal gemﬁs to whom Russia owes its
*greatness, had, in 1722, commenced that campaign which,
beginning at Pultawa, terminated i so critical &
conjuncture on the Pruth, when .Baltadji-Mehemet-Pacha
allowed the noblest prize. to slip through his hands
with which the fortune of war ever presented a general.
The prince at that time reigning over the Crimea *was
Devlet-Gherai, who never forgave t}u. purchased com-
plaisance of the Paclm Grand thr as was proved
ten years later. Devlet. chosen for the fourth timo
to rule over Little Tatary, had betaken himself to
Adrianople, in order to concert with the divan the pla‘n
of a new war, the conduct of which had been contided
to his expcrie‘nce and rare talents, with which the
Grand Signor was well accquainted. At the conclusion
of the conference, Devlet was in the act of mounting
his horse to return to the Crimea, when he suddenly
stood still, with one foot in the stirrup. * What can
make Devlet-Ghera1 tarry thus?” inquired the Sultan.
“T am waiting,” replied the former, “that thou shouldst
send me the -head of Baltadji-Meherget.” The-lncad was
brought, and the Sultan, in a vein of complaisance,
added to it the head of the Reis-Effendi, and that
of the Aga of the Janissaries, the khan of the Crimea

kaving appeared displeased with them.
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Let us basten to reack a less remote period, leaving
to their cowardl;r intrigues ahd ‘daily enacted treachery
the Kaplan-Gherais and the Mengli-Gherais, those rivale
brothers, the sens?less instruments of the resentment
of the Porte, alternately raised to power, or disgraced,
ﬁccording to the caprice of the Ottoman rulers. We will
now come to the year 1786, when an army of a
hundred thousand Russians marched upon the Crimea,
to avenge Lioken pledges, and an insolent violation of
territory.

This formidable force was commanded by the Count de
liﬁ[unich. The intrenchment at Perecop, that long foss
uniting two seas, was carried by storm ; the Russians
pursued their enemies as far as Ak-Metchet, now called
Sympheropol, end then.retired, wearied by so arduous
a campaign, in an unsheltered country, and during the
hot season. The Tatars, on their side, advancing
alnfost in the steps of the Russians, carried devastation
into Lesser Russia. The following year the campaign
was re-commenced, and the Count de Lascy presented
himself again with a Russian army. The frontier of
Peraoo?,'-the ruing, of which had been repaired, was
now defended by the khan in person. The Russian
general entered by the Straits of Yenitchi, upon the
sands of Arsbat; he attacked the fortress, whioh was
undefended, and after burning, aecording to histeriane,
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more than a thousand villagss, in the steppe of the
Crimea, Lascy withdrew.

An audacious aggression, on the part of the Khan,
drove Count de Lascy to a third invasion. This time
the army, unable to subsist in a ‘country 80 wasted,
was obliged to abandon the undertaking. This disastrous
war terminated in 1740 by a treaty.

The Khan was at that period master of a vast
empire. Contiguous with the possessions of the Grand
Signor on the Danube, its northern fronticr extended
as far as Poland and Lesser Russia; to the cast it
reached Taganrog, and descended to the Caucasus, which
separated it from Georgia. The Tatars occupied the
Crimea; the Nogais inhabited the whole country from
the Danube to the Don beyopd the penindula; and
the Circassians dwelt along the eastern shores of the
Black Sea and the,skirts of the Caucasus. Of these
three races the Tatars of the Crimea were undoubtetly
the most advanced in polity. The prosperity of
commercial dealings, long carried on with success, had
given them a greater taste for the luxuries of wealth.
The cultivation of the land was ,well and-'akilfully
carried on in the Crimea; education had long been
disseminated by a number of elementary schools; and
the organisation of communsal settlements, paternally
governed,  had softened the manners of these people.
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The Ian.a yas Jivided mto feofs, which™ belonged to the
nobility; and the whole terntsry of the Crimea proper was
divided into forty-eight districts or kediliks. Land paid na
tax to the prince, except that when he engaged in a war
(and wars were fréquer;t) each kadilik had to furnish
a waggon drawn by two hofses, and laden with corn.
The revenue of the prince was derived from the salt-
works, the customs, the annual tributes paid by Moldavia
and Wallachia, and, more especially, the booty taken in
war. The khans, accordingly, .were exceedingly rich,
but, on the other hand, they were royally lavish in
their bounty. The racc of the Ghoerais seems to -have
inherited, together with its rank, that virtue which,
in great princes, redeems many vices. None among
them wa$ wanting in this honourable quality; and of
ever these princes, whose fortunes were so uncerfain,
were urged to economy, they would, reply: “ What good
is 4t to hoard up wealth? Who ever knew a Ghera: to
die of poverty?”

The Khan could put in the field an army of two
hundred thousand men, without sensibly depriving the
country., Such ap army was maintained at little cost;
for the " nobles fought at their own expense, and the
vessals supported themselves wuntil the next pillage,
when their arrears were more than paid up.

The peace which ensued on the treaty above mentioned,
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lasted eighteen years. Durmg this time, Agm-Ghers:
had to contend with severa? serious attempts at sedition.
When he was deposed, Krim-Gherm ascended the,
throne in his stead. This sovereign wae loved by his
subjects to a degree amounting, to i:ana.til-ism; he was
& man of genius, greedy of praise, a lover of the arts,
which he himself cultivated, protecting merit, but of
unswerving justice. e too was dethroned, but was
soon after recalled, on the occasion of an expedition
against Servia. This great prince died by poison, at
. Bender; the poison was administered by a Greek.
Krim-Gherai, feeling his end draw near, resolved to
die like a poet and an artist; he sent for his musicians:
that he might fall asleep more pleasantly, he said.
Devlet, Kaplan, and Selim-Ghegai assumed in” turn the
supreme power. War was rekindled at this period with«
more inveteracy than ever, on account of thesc very
pretensions urged against Servia. The Russians sent an
army against the Turks, and both attacked the Tatars at
the same time. Dolgorouky penetrated into the Crimea, by
forcing Perecop, at the very same moment that one of his
divisions entered by the promontory of, Arabat, tai:ing the
fortress by storm. Selim, in dismay, sued for peace, and
it was granted him : he treacherously violated his engage-
ments. Conquered a second time, he withdrew himself,
by flight, fron; the effects of the victor's resentment.
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The Tatars then proclaimed Sahim-Gheras his successor;
this was the last of their sov'érefgns. Sahim, in concert
with his subjects, threw off the yoke of the Porte, and
placed humself under the protection of Catherme II. By
the terms of this alliance, three fortresses passed into the
hands of Russia; this was a terrible blow at the power of
the Sultan, who, feeling the difficulty of his position.
contented himself with exciting the people to rebellion.
The Ottomau Porte, however, was reduced openly to re-
cognise the indept;ndence of the Tatars, in the treaty of
Koutchouk-Kainardji, signed on the 17th of July, 1774.
From that moment the conquest was planned. While
;.he great empress was preparing the success of her
plans, by the establishment of colonies on the sea of
Azoff, where she attracted the Armemans and the Jews—
those ancient settlers on the shores of the Crimea, and
founders of its commercial prosperity—partial revolts broke
out on the soil of Taurida, in suppressing which, Russia
lent a powerful assistance to Sahim. Kaffa, which had re-
volted for the second time in 1779, and Baghtcheh-Sarai,
the city of the Khans, received a terrible lesson; all germs
of rabe]ilion, howewgr, though steeped in blood, were not
evadicated. The Porte was skilful in keeping them alive,
and would have succeeded in effecting the total ruin of
this unfortunate country. In this cruel position of
affairs, Sahim resolved to give up his states to the
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Empress of Russia; Lesser Latary was then georporated
with the Empire, by a ‘tremy concluded on the 10th of
June, 1783. After tlus treaty, Salun, enticed by falla-
cious promuses to Constantinople, expated his abdication
by the bow-string -

Thus were the destimes of Taunda accomphshed, and
t-l}us were umted, under one guardian rule, all the scat-
tered nations of wluch the pewmmsula had preserved the
half-faded traces. The estabhshment of pence soon
became general , the mhahitants of the sotl of the penin-
sula, driven at first by their alarms to a useless enugration,
soon learned to obey the laws of a generous conqueror,
who even then, as now, respected the habits and rehg101:
of his conquered subjects We have related the origim
of the new Russian cities undeg ancient names. The
Tatar aties felt no 11l effects from this rivalry, which was
sometimes enhanced by immediate proxumty The more
elevated portion of Taunda, that which for a long time
was called Gothia, retained almost all its mhabitants ;
descended from a race of mountameers, they were but
httle disposed to leave their native country. The Tatars
of the steppe. & race evidently differing from thosg of the
mountmns, conld not be induced to descend once more
‘towards the onoe fertile plans, which had suffered such
ornel davages during the wars. The southern coast was
shertly after edplored by adventurous settlers, and the

YoL. H.
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attractions of tMis beautityl and picturesque country soon
asserted their influgnce.- The viné spreads its grateful and
fecundating shade over the fertile soil, and after remaining,
;Jan\en and deserted for so long a space, it is now clothed
with thick forests, and teeming with flowers and fruit.

The Crimea forms part of “the government of Taurida.
The districts of this government, contained within the
limits of the peninsula, properly so called, are those of
Symphernpol, which is the capital, Eupatoria, Theodosia
and 15erecop.

The population of the Tauric peninsula may be esti-
mated, according to the most recent account, as follows:
but though we have derived these figures from authentic
sources, they cannot be considered as rigidly accurate.

PQP{ILATION OF THE ,FOUR DISTRICTS FORMING THE
GOVEENMENT OF TAURIDA,

« Priests. Peasants. Total

. Foreign
DISTRICTA. Nobles. of
Settlers.|Districts

Moullahs. | Greeks., Tatars. iRl:lllhll-

Sympheropol ..| 365 | 1,540 6 i?.&u 1,572 | 1,128 | 32,066
Eupatoria .....| 5867 | 1,266 | — | 17,603 174 — | 19,489
Theodosia ..:,.! 78 .| 1,087*| 14 |21,321| o808 | 1,766 | 25,164
Perecop... ...,.| 128 | 1,686 0 | 24,410 | 146 -~ | 2,215

- © . |12 | 6868 | 209 | soe7s | nger | 9088 (102098 [
mﬁOWamhqdmuWu Tioa . B2,848Y A
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Our narrative brings 'us,back _to Odessa, where we
were actively engaged in making preparations for our
return. One portion of the expedition, was soon .in
readiness to take leave of this cxty under my guidance,
and proceeded to the Awstrian frontier by Bender,
Kicheneff, and that part of Bessarabia which we had
previously travelled through. Fortunately, up to the
present time the rain had respected this part of the
country, which, being intersected by Zhallow and boggy
valleys, is extremely difficult to travel over in wet weather.
Novoceltz is the nearest point to the frontiers of the
Empire. The Pruth is crossed here, and the territory
of Gallicia entered. The capital of this circle, so called,
is Tchernovitz; it is also called Bukowine, onsaccount
of the fine forests of beech Lovermg the western slopes
of the Karpathian mountains, the name for this tree, in
Sclavonian, being Bukow. Tchgrnovitz is a pretty town,
situated at the foot of the mountains; it is bathed by
the Pruth, and is justly proud of its elegant churches.
It may be easily imagined with what satisfactory feelings
such & place is hailed on emerging from the steppe.
What a beautiful country is this Galhcm, and’ what
pleasa.nt and essy travelling it affords! The character
Df &s scemry and ‘the picturesque costumes of the

. ,&n combmf’ to give to the journey the

v harm of variety. In Lemberg may be seen

i@t wonstitiutés «lagge German town, not forgetting
X 2
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the Jews, that’ busy and swarming people, whose whole
life is centred in the stir of tmfﬁr-

But this time, those of us who took this road were
making all the haste to reach Vienna compatible with
the use of Austrian post-hqrses. It was with a degree
of speed uttetly unknown in these countries that they
whirled through the beautiful scenery of Moldavia and
Silesia, dressed in its autumnal garb.  Our travellers had
avoided pasSing through Cracow, as, from the alarming
ramows of cholera which were beginning to spread
through all these provinces, it was to be feared that
quarantine lines might be established, and rise up like
brazen walls to stop their progress. This was what
induced jus to hurry our march; for the experience of
Skoulani was not of “a nature to be easily forgotten.
Accordingly, we hastened back to Vienna, our starting
point, with a degree of rapidity which was anything but
favourable to observation. From tho capital of Austria
I directed my course, through Linz and Nuremberg, to
Frankfort, and thence, proceeding to Belgium, we reached
the French frontier, at a season when winter, in these
clime,s;‘begins to “declare iteelf, and makes us think of
t«he pleasures of study and retirement,

Aa to those of our companions who rema.med affer
my depa.rture at Odessa, they were unable to foﬁoﬁt&e
route 1 had laid' down for them, and which" they ‘siigh
pmbaiﬁy !mve ta,ken finder mors favwrh.ﬁﬁr&ﬁ &8 M'

ivniy
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ourselves, as the visitation whizh had hlLul the Austrian
possessions with apprehensn, was grmiuall) disappearing.
But at the very instant WhLIl CVeTy mecessary step wag
taken, all the collections &\SPmblPd and- classed, ready
for the first convenient means of.comeyance that should
present itself—in a word, When every preluninary was
completed—a fresh disaster threatened them ; but on this
occasion I must allow them to describe themselves the
trials they had to undergo, and wlnch wre now classed
with the hae meminisse juvabit !

We were all busy making our preparations for departure.
The day was spent in labours which all deemed mportant,
the object to be secured being no less than assembling
our collections, and providing for their protection agaist
the casualties of a long journes. On beholdmg accu-
mulated at Odessa all the treasures which had been
separately gathered by such good fortune, our naturalists
were beside themselves with delight, and marvelled at
the extent of %their acquisitions. In the evening we
visited those persons who had so kindly received us as
friends, and we must acknowledge that the most flattering,
no less than the most courteous invitations clai’rned our
hours of leisure. At last we were ready, and the 3rd of
November was fixed for our departure for the Austrian
frontier, when suddenly, on the 1st of November, a vague
repour began to circalate in Odessa. This terrible
pumoar. beginming in a sort of feverish excitement, and
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irequelftiy endmg in acry of anguish, raised by a whole
people, had aJre:!d;/ assumed eome consistency ere we had
become aware of it; but soon it was no longer possible
to doubt the fact. It was the plague ! the plague was
in Odessa! A peIisse,_ which had surreptitiously passed
through the lazaretto, had dpread the infection: at the
first discovery‘ of. the fact, two victims had already
perished. On the morrow of this fatal day several
qus.rtefs were cut off from communication ; but the
da).d'ly symptoms, Spurning all ohstacles, broke out within
the barriers which were vainly attempted to be raised
against them. The city then really became seized with
terror. Fear assumed a calm and horrible aspect, bearing
no resemblance to the active terror and the erotic
delivium deseribed by Boceacio and Machiavelli. Order
and silence existed everywhere in company with fear.
The authorities, however, had promptly taken counsel ;
the governor-general had been apprised, and in the
interval of his returu from the Crimea, the administration
had adopted the wisest measures. Finally, on November
the 8rd, the city was closed at twelve o'clock, and all
whom chance or necessity had brought into Odessa were
declared the. prisoners of the plague,

We must aelcmwledge t.ha,t it was a time of cruel
anxiety to us. We mlght have left t.he clt.y the da;
before, but once i)ut&de the wa.ll whst wa,s to“be dane?
What woulﬂ “become of us? How could we exposs
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ourselves to such chances ? What woyid be dene with
us, when it was known from what a“scene of wretched.
ness we had escaped ? Several well-meaning persons,
however, urged us to take this desperaté step It was
called back to mnd that once ‘the aty of Odessa had
been cut off from the rest of Europe *for six mouths
from a similar canse. We were accordingly i a per-
plexing state of indecision, wnen 1t was -cut short by the
closing of the city. Such incessant jgood fortmue,.how-
ever, had not accompamed us throughout this long
Journey, to desert us thus at the aitical moment.
Odessa was cut off by land, but the sea was open o
us, and on it floated the steamer * Nicolas the First,”
preparing for her passage to Constantmople.

Assuredly had any onc told®us a week before that
we should go to Constantinople, we <hould have been
strangely surprised. What a convement aty, and how
easily are all things taken there! You are not asked,
whence do you. come? Have you the plague? Plague
struck or not, you are welcome. Pray come ! Thus
we were enabled to proceed without impedunent. We
embarked on board the steamer on the 4th, and quitted
the roadstead at nightfall, not without many wishes for
the speedy relief of the beautiful aty, where we had
veceived gpch generous and courteous attentions.

The next day we passed withm a short dwstance of
¥e+'Island of Serpents, the only island in the Black
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Sea. This islind is the Leuké, the white island of
the ancients, and has recéived many other names.

Achilles was presented with it as a gift by his mother

a wretched apahage for so wealthy an heir. The son
erected a temple and founded a city upon this rock, in
honour of Lis wother. - In the present day, the Island
of Serpents, deserted -by mythology, and denuded of
anything like vegetation, presents the appearance of a
barren and dcscflatf‘: islet, exclusively inhabited by sea
birds. The island was soon passed, without, however,
our Maving perceived any of those marks mentioned by
Arrian in the periplus of the Pontus Euxinus. More-
over, the shades of Achilles and Patroclus declined to
take the trouble of showing us—as is said to be their
custom—on what part of the coast a landing may most
easily be effected : accordingly we continued on our
journey. -A rough sea, a grey sky, and a cold wind,
accompanied us to about latitude 44°. This temperature,
and the appearance of the sky, were in perfect accord-
ance with the experience of the sailors relative to this
eoast. . Though they may no longer believe in Achilles
and Patgbclus, they are perfect:‘ly convinced, and justly
80, that the sea and winds are more inclement there
than in any other part of the sea opposite the Delta .
of the Danube. . On the 6th oi' November, ﬂg mlldast
autumnal sun, and the .most calm and hmpld m,
favoured .our - entrance jato. the Bosphorss, We had
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long 1qpked forward to the moment wnen *wes should
behold this celebrated chm’mel, wishmg 1t were nearer,
but directly we deseried 1t, we began to think oum
progress too rapid. Running, as wa were, at the rate
of nine knots an hour, m the* midst of the most di-
versified scenery, was enough to bewilder one. The
eye grows weary with followmng out the splendid eland-
seapes and admirable prospects, alternately revealed and
shrouded from the <ight This mgpmparable channel
of the Bosphorus 1s ore immense panorama, extending
on both sides of the vessel for a distance of  five
leagues, studded with forts, towers, villages and palacess
On first entermg the channel, these wonders appear
few, and scattered at intervals along the sloping sides
of the hills. As you advanc® however, the houses
become more numerous, and at closer distances, till at
last they present a complete row of brilhant and fanciful
edifices. Above this first plane of the picture, it is
wonderful to see the mass of red roofs, varnished panels,
git bhnds, rounded walnut trees, ancient cypresses, and
white spires of the mosques heaped together in the'
most picturesque disorder. The neardr you appywach to
Constantinople, the more confused does this admirable
thaos become, and louder grows on either shore those
sbimds of life which betray the presence of a large and
active’ p@ahhm A large number of caiques are seer
pbtisthinid the Waters of the Bosphorus in all directions.
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Up 4o «thise pomt w had ‘travelled with extreme
speed, but on corhing abreast of the Bouyouk-Dérs, the
great valley, as the Turks picturesquely call that
splendid spot there the, palace of the Russian embassy
stands, the “Nicolas the First” slackened its pace. A war
corvette was stationed tlae:r'e, and sent on board for
the steamer's despatches. Shortly afterwards we were
alongside Terapia, the residence of the French embassy,
with, its magnificent gardens. Further on, we threaded
our way through a numerous Turkish squadron, consisting
of ships of the line, and frigates lying at anchor before
& spacious dockyard. They were new ships, constructed
on the most perfect model by an American engineer.
We were now in the midst of a moisy city, compactly
crowded with buildingss of which the limpid waters of
the Bosphorus form the populous highway. At length,
at six o'clock in the evening, we cast anchor near the
point of the seraglio, in the midst of the celebrated
basin called the Golden Horn. A resplendent spectacle
now appeared, rising nobly above the ever-shifting scene
presented by the Bosphorus. It was Constantinople,
bathed jn a glowing and transparent light ; the great
hills and tall summits of this immense city flooded
with the golden light of the sun, majestically sinking
hehind the large domes and minarets of the mosques 6f
Achmet.

At a short digtance from ws the French packet, the
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Dante, one of the steamers m the serwice of t]ie post-
office, was preparing to start for Mdrselles. We had
only twenty-four hours to explore this living capital ;
and moreover, we had arrived exagily’in time to be
kept on board our vessel by therigid law which forbids
all communication with the land after nightfall. Accord-
ingly we remained in our vessel, chained to the deck
by the magnificent spectacle around us, the grand outlines
of which were rendered still more imposing by the light
of the moon. We next tried to catch some stray sound
of life from the midst of the sleeping city, Lut ®very
human being was buricd in deep silence, and all wp
heard was the howling of those nocturnal masters of
Constantinople—the dogs. With the return of light,
everything awoke to life : the eity, the shipq: and the
caiques—those frail boats, npset by the slightest move-
ment—upwards of ten thousand of which are daily seen
gliding in every direction through the waters.

Ten hours is too short a time to explore this quadruple
city, to ciimb from Galata fo Pera, which still retains
its gigantic Genoese tower; to thread the labyrinth of
streets and bazaars in Stamboul, or attempt’to visit
Scutari. We rushed at the task like a forlorn hope,
or like headlong school b(lyys, who take advantage,
with eager delight, of an hour, or even a few minutes’
relaxation. We who were flying from the plague, were
npw’ sbout. gaily to brave it in thogp narrow streets



416 OBSERVATIONS ON THE CRIMEA.

along yheh it sweeps cin perfeet liberty, with that
proud depurtmerﬁf peculiar fo the Turk, who knocks
ggainst e\;erything in his way, without ever crying
“Jook out.” But What right have we to open our mouths,
we who hurried ‘breathlessly through mosques, bazaars,
cemeteries and palaces ? Can we attempt even a single
stroke of a sketch, for which it would take whole days
to prepare? No, certainly; thode who have explored
the Crimen, step by step,'" who have religiously made
a point of halting at the door of every poor Tatar
mosque, who have counted one by one all their humble
¢lay-built villages, buried in the shade of trees, those
who have done this, should remain under the influence
of their simple admiration of these things. We,
who had‘devoted thres months to the study of poor
hamlets, what could we do with a few hours, .fleeting
a8 thought, spent in this metropolis of the Ottoman
world!

‘No, Heaven be thanked, travels are, now-a-days,
easy,. Constantmople 18 now next door to Marseﬂles
and we enthusiastic’ and studious pllgnms who have
seeondeq to the kest of our ability, a leader full of
activity, and bummg with the love of smence, ‘we shall
very cer-t.mnly_re-vxslt, for the;;' own sake, these beautiful
scenes, 80 deserving of study and admiration.

The “Dante” started on the 7th of November; on- the
Sth we met the, Turkish fleet of Tahir-Pacha: in the
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Mml!ea A few hours after, we b&held- a, Franch ‘
fleet nobly riding at anclfor betweer? 'I'énedoa and the
" “Trojarr shore, Ws ubi Troja fuit.s The following
~ day we. eaﬁdged the port of Smyma., We shall carefully
. abstain from any dasonphon of this Eastern cxty, which
has been 'so admxmbly pamt.ed by so many illustrious
visitors,  The « Dmnte a traveller familiar with these
beautiful seas, Was, nevertheless, ungble to avoid a
dangerous collision. ~ An Austnan _steamer, crossing
our course during thé night in the channel of Scio,
_received, as’did we, the most violent and unexpected
concussion. ""“’Fdrtuna;teiy'the two vessels, though injured, ;
were able to continue their journey. A gale rising
between the Morea and. Malta,, obhged the “ Dante” to
stop its engmes for endeavounng any longer to resist
the sﬁoxm, gon}d “have been to q.sk the lives of all
.'on board. mw received- us Bemm,h its walls, and
after coasti eily, and saluting all the tities on the
~ Italian coast, we rewhed‘ Marseilles after six months’
i @)sence, to seek m tb;y hzm‘ebﬁo an merval of repose.
- and solitude, cha.rmed by many s remmwcence ST
| Ham&%dﬁ ‘the smple narrative of our tmv%es d‘nnng'
ich n w’q:e m,wnunual movement ; and in our rapid
%whaday,, each country brought e tra,vellers“. :
-of new. emo'uons “and interesting - stuéws. .
ns 60 be said ‘refatxve to the oountmb‘ X

whwh this book has Jnat skewhsﬂ,
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science ailb r_els‘etg it in its grave and precise language.
As for me, my tadkc is acco'mﬁlished, and 11 my wishes
will be fulfilled, if the indulgent attention of the readerr'
has been able to°follow me thus far through this labyrinth
of scemery, history, observatigns and poetry, which our
active cohort has been threading for the last six months
with so much zeal and good fortune. This, therefore,
will, in pomt of fact, only be a necessary introduction
to the lahours of the savans and naturalists in whose
adventurous career we pa.rticipatéd. When, therefore,
each 6f nus shall have added his share of labour to the
completion of this monument, we shall have jointly
accomplished a task which, if not in talent, at least in
truth and conscientiousness, will, perhaps, not prove
unworthy the object préposed in this expedition, and
the august patron to whom this book is dedicated.




. I
M. Huor, the learned and zealous collaborator, whose name will
frequently be found in this work, died at Versailles o the 19th of May,
1845, at the age of 55. . .

A few lines devoted to ‘the memory of a modest savant, an
indefatigable labourer in the field of science, and a good man, whom
we all regret, may naturally find a place in the narrative of a journey,
to the results of which M. Huot so industriously contributed. It .
is therefore as a testimonial of esteem and regret that I shall, in a
few words, trace the simple yet teeming history of the life apd labours
of our collaborator. ». :

~ Jean Jacques Huot was born in Paris in 1790, His family held
an honourable position in the middle classes ; but a second marriage
contracted by his mother, a widow when Huot was yet in infancy,
placed him, as respects pecuniary means, in a more favourable position
for the development of his intelligence. M. Lemonnier, his step-
father, held a high post in the financial department, and accordingly
gave the child every means of acquiring knowledge. His ﬁrs't studies
were completed under the guidance of able tufors ; and at the age of
16, Huot, possessed of a good classical education, and left to his own
 pursuits, spent whole days in the public libraries, and attended with
ardour the public lectures on geology, mineralogy, natural history,
chemistry mdthg Oriental languages : in a word, all that noble course




320 NOTES.

of instrustion, thé‘ professors of wﬁ?d! at that tifre were Fayas, Cuvier,
Bronguitrt, ‘de Safv. Vanauelin. and co manv others whose names are
widely celebrated.

Under such masters, and with that consecutiv# spirit and
courageous tenacKy which already distingmshed im as a young man,
Huot stored his memory with those treasures of science and general
mformation, which subsoquently flited hum to undertake any study,
to grapple with any subject  His family, however, who owed their
affluent arcumstances to the official position of M Lemonnier, and
who naturally saw no other carcer for Huot than government
employment, svon cut ghort this course of study and mental develop-
ment The young student was sent to Metz, under the care of a high
finarfaal functionary, the pay-master of the Third Mihtary Division,
and his mind, thirsting for knowledge, was prematurely weaned from
its strong intellectual food, to confine 1itselt within the narrow sphere
of offical routine,

Fortupately for the young employe, his chief, M. Weyer, the pay-
master of the Third Divisionivas an enlightened and liberal man He
allowed Huot all the tune he ;‘equlred, to pursue s beloved studies;
mineralogy and numismatics alternated with the labours of the desk,
and in a short time M. Weyer even furnished his studious protége with
other.nstructors.

The continuance of this happy state of things was once more
obstructed by the projects of M Huot's family He was summoned
back to Pa.m, and plaoed in the office- of the solicitor to the treasury,
to leamdaw pmcaﬂm‘e.m which situation it was with diffigulty he
obtainéd & fow stoalthy opportunities of listening to those great
imstructors, whose lessoms had formerly delighted him. In 18171, the
end towards which M. Lemonuier had so solicitously éttiven, wags
finally attained, . Huot, after being admitted @ & Superoumerary in
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the mint department of the trensury, received i appointhent. of
warchouse keepor, ainder the tnln:u:.:a monopoly, o the aprowdissemont
of ifemn.illes, This office had been newly created, and the newly
promoted holder was not more than twenty-one years of nye.

This was undoubtedly a favourable start in life, and the parcents
of M. Huot had shown, in their Rrseverauce, a just semso of theie
son's interests ; but all that the yunti:fl.ﬂ functionary apprecinted
in his new position, was the feeling of frecdom.  After the rigorous dis-
charge of his official duties, science absorbed every instant of his time:
and often, more than once in n week, M. Huot ‘M'.l“flll‘!l‘ll)ll the jousney,
at that time so tedious, from® Versailles to the Jardin des DVlantes,
in order to take his seat at the lectures on mineralogy and geology?

In 1815, M. Huot married the daughter of Mr. Weyer, his
worthy and intelligent patron at Metz. A few years afterwards, with
the very lt;gitims.be object of increasing his means, he connected himself
in pecuniary affairs with his newly-adopted family. Fortunp was not
favourable to their joint spoculation, M.™Huot lost nll he possessed,
and, moreover, involved several of his friends in the same disastor.
It was at this time that he acted with a degree of honour which
cannot be passed over in silence, nnd to which the historinm of this
humble life must allude.

_After these reverses, M. Huot's lot became entirely changed. ne
had pursued the study of science frora taste. necessity now obliged
him to turn his knowledge to advantage. Those persons .wlm had
suffered from the losses by which his family was ruined, couldgudyunce
‘1o claim, but on the ground of M. Huot’s morul responsibility. This
responsibility he accepted; he assumed it with that courageous and
an impulse which charncterised all his undertakings. Life now
became an austere task, in which he was actuated by one sole
mebm—-—to pm‘c.hm the ransom of his conscience, He suecceded

oL, u.
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in accuftoming hisewife’ and his young family to this life of duty,
abnegation and labou‘r Noble tm'-lk and rare exatnple of rectitude !
To the last hour of his life he continued, without intermission 8r
self regard, this Weary, toil, this rigid penance, which he had stoically
imposed upon himself, as p punishment for once having desired to
be less poor.

“This episode of M. Huot’s life, und which, in fuct, became the
history of his whole existence, sufficiently paints the man, and
renders any additional traits unnecessary. We feel that the mind
which could conceivegand carry out snch an undertaking, must be
houest and virtuous, in the strictest sense of the words. In such a
chafhoter, we are prepared to find temacity, courage, abnegation,
sense of duty; in a word, all the virtues of the sage in Horace—

“Justum ac tenacem propositi virum,” &c.

His friends, his colleagues, his cowmpanions in travel, render a
willing testimony to the qualities of his mind and the affubility of
his manners. Naturally ?nodest. and habitually reserved in con-
versation, M. Huot poaaeas;d, nevertha{eaa, 8 certain tranquil and
gentle charm of manner, which secured ready and delighted listeners ;
simple, and sometimes credulous, as are all students. and full of
honest good-nature, he seldom betrayed omotion, save for the interests
of his cherished studies. Endowed with a strong will, to which he
too frequently exacted obedience frof’ faculties jaded by intense
application, cslculating neither time, distance nor danger, when a
scientifle fact ws to be ascertained, harsh towards himself, indulgent
towards' others, and stmtly confining himself to the narrow limits
which be had traced round his life of toil and abnegation, M. Huot
has 16ft behind him & memory;nsﬁly raapeated We. shall pmbnﬂyi
enmmﬁethamsmeaﬁmmmwhichmﬁﬁehm&om
remembmuae of moianaa
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A slave to the oppressive circumstdncessof vdmih I have given n
sketch, and continually absorbelt _by his dutf®s, M. Huut devoted
dimself to useful labours, but had no leisure to work for the advance,
ment of his personal fame. It was only by way of giving repose and
reluxation to-his mind, that he wrote the mc::mim and notiees with
which he occasionally enriched the snost e;taemad collections, and in the
game manner it wds as a relief to the fu.tig:w of his midnight labours,
and to break tho silence of his solitary meditations, that he delivered
lectures on mineralogy and geology, at the Société des Sciences
Naturelles of Seine et Oise, where he was fa\-ngmbly listened to. ,

The studies especially cultivated by M. Huot rendered it neces-
sary thn,t-he should travel ; and he was enabled to make such savings
of bis time and means as allowed him to travel, hammer in hand,
through the greater part of France, Switzerland and the Rhiné
provinces, When in 18387, by the kindness of an august personage,
I was authorised to conduct a series of sciontific observations in
Southern Russia, I esteemed myself fort®nate to have it in my power
to avail myself of such a feflow labourer. In this productive campaigu,
he exhibited a zeal, courage and activity, which yiclded to no trials,

The state of M. Huot’s health- expérienced a serious change in
1838. He, nevertheless, continued to produce works bearing the stamp
of maturity and cxperience. In 1842, the cave he received from his
family, and considerable relaxation from work, had restored him to
health. It was at this time that the municipel administration of
Versailles, recoguising his ability, confided t8 him the cgge of the
public library. In 1844, a voyage to Ithly was deemed necessary, the
affection of the lungs, from which M. Huot suffered, appearing to
xm.ke fresh progress. The, invalid returned somewhat relieved, from
tha oﬁ'eots of the, sx.bumon, but the time granted him was, not suf-
_ﬂmnt for hm cmstituuon, which was seriougly impaired. to derive
‘any WW ‘bemefit from a warmer climate. Y 2
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Accerdifigly tk>_yeaz 1 84h congmencad with M. Huot under sed
auspices. At the cominencement of ‘this year, the ménistry of finance,
under which he had exercised the same functions during thirty-four
.yeum, as tobaceo wprehcmhe keeper at Versailles, signified to him that
he must.elect between, his post of librarian and his duties as employé
of the treasury. If there be a cax? in which p}urulmm is allowable,
it is certainly when pure[y administrative duties are united with
an employment essentially of a scientific character. In M. Huot's
position, especially ,with so heavy a self-imposed burthen wpon his
lahours, almost upon hiz vory life, this trifling accumulation of offices
might have heen tolerated. Such, howevér, was not the case; M. Huot
applied for his retiring pension, and obtained it by a ministerial
decree on the 14th of April, 1845. One month afterwards, on the
10th of May, at the very time he was about to resign his duties to the
hands of his successor, he expired, after a few houts’ suffering.

His obgequies were performed at Versailles, in the presence of an
assemblage of eminent scient#ic men, of the municipal authorities, and
of numerous friends, who had dome from Paris to pay a last homage to
the savant, the honest man and worthy eitizon.

The published works &f M. Huot are numerous; I will give as
complete a list of them as 1 have been able to collect.

1820—1828. Scientific articles in a daily paper: Contributions to
the Journal de la Société de la Morale Chréitienne, of which he was
one of the founders, together with Guizot, de Broglie, de Geraudo. &o.
Hmtoncaﬁimces in the Mmes des Protestans Célébres,

1824—1825. Paper on an aﬁvyed Human Fossil, discovered near
Muret. in the Forest of Fantameblean.

Thhpnpw,mumadtaths;&udmyofﬁmmmadophdby
thntlumeﬂuuatyu the most lumd mpm on thssn!gwa, &nd the
Ammuwx&mmm

A Polemic Tract, on the saime ‘subiect. apninst. the autbors of-this
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pretended discovery ; in which M. Huog proved, by #he mast convineing
arguments, the error into which shey had fal{an.,,

Papers inserted in the ANNALES DEs ScIENCES® NATURELLES :
Observation on the Geology of Grignon— On the Calcareous formation
containing the romains of Plants, and on ths Upper Strata in that
locality.

Notice on the Life and Labours of Lamourous,

Geological Notes on the presence of the remains of Vertsbratod
Animals in the different Strata of our Globe.

Notice on Lavoisier in La Galerie Frangauws.

1826—1837. Continuation of the Precis % le Geographie Uni-
verselle, after the death of Malte-Brun. More than 6 vols. of 900
imges each,

Continuation of the (Géographie Physique in the Encyclopadies
mﬂzodigu&

The descriptive portion of the Abregé de Géographie Physique,
Historique, Politique, ancienne et moderng

Nouvelle Guographie des ecoles, in conjunction with M. C. Gubal,
late student of the Polytechnic School.

A great number of articles on Geography, Mineralogy, Geology,
and Zoology, in

L'Encyclopédie Moderne,

L'Encyclopédic Nouvelle,

L'Eneyclopédie des gens du monde, and

Le Dictionnaire Pictoresque d'Histoire Naturelle.

1888—1848. Nouveau Cours Elémentairs de Géologie; two large
volumes, The most complete and the riost recent compendium of the
principles of that science, Paris, 1830,

Nouveaw Manuel de Géographie Physique, ou*introduction a lélude

de la Géologie.
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Gaoloﬁacaé desd‘_?ption‘ of the Banks of the Danube, and of the
Crimea, in the V'dyage dans la Russic Méridionale. Data for the
Geological Mdp of that country.

Abrégé de Géographie ; one volume, of 800 pages, printed in double
columns.

Tmnoslation of Pomponiotis Mela, for the Collection des Classiques
Latins.

Translation, revised and corrected, of a popular Geography, for the
use of schools, by Dr. GoLpsMITH.

Manuel de Géologie.
Manuel Ye Palwontologie,

M. Huot was associate of a great number of learned societies.
In 15-12 ho was presented, by H.M. The Emperor of all the Russias,
with the Order of St. Ann.

A. DEMIDOFF,
Paris, May 1, 1846.
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II.

THERE are some men whom Providence seefhs to have marked
out beforehand gs fit instruments to advancé the gsnetal' weal of
natious, and guide them in the :'path of, regeneration and progress.
These chosen spirits, iufty minds, seem not properly to belong to
any special country; their deeds are an inheritance to all mankind,
and their names are enrolled in histéry, as so'a.ring above all the
passions of the multitnde, the blindness of party spirit, or thesrivalry
of races.

He who hns received from Heaven one of these noble missions,
and has fulfilled it for the happiness of mankind, will leave behind
a*name both honoured and Dblest; but the glory he will receive from
posterity ought not to prevent his contemporaries rendering justice
to his merits. To one, therefore, who has travelled ower the prin-
cipalities, and hailed, as it were, at 5{; dawn, the era of civilisation
and wise liberty, which has commenced for these interesting countries,
it may bo permitted to truce, in a fow words, the biography of the
eminent man who has regenerated people, laws and manners through-
out that wide extent of country.

Lisutenant-Genera] Paul de Kisseleff, now minister of the de-
partment of the imperial domains in Russia, was born in Moscow
in 1788. Sprung from a famfly, the annals of whose wobility date
from the eleventh century, Kisselefl, while ygt n youth, giffled on the
‘sword of the Chevaliers. Gardes. He first went into action during the
bloody war which ended in the Treaty of Tilsitt; and up to 1815
bo .continued to attract attention as an excellent officer, He was &
colonel ~before ‘the walls of Paris, when the Emperor Alexander
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haviug béd pewsin to appre‘cmte Bis brlhu quahtes, attached
hm to M pe:sun n&, an mde de- -caggp  This pumnou gave lum an
opportunity of« dlbpiaymg a degree of capacity far from wmmtm;
entrusted by the Lmperor with soveral delwate missions, at a tune
when European pdhties were thrown ute u state of ferment, by the
task of laying down the buss of a durable peace, he succeeded m
distiguishing himself m ghese uiegomuons, and on returning to
his country he was promoted, at the age of twenty nme, to the ranh
vt Major-General, and appointed to the mnportunt post of Chief of
the Staff of the Second Corps d Armee  Tlus high favour and extra-
ordiua R advancement ware soon _]uanﬁed by the activity and talents
of hbncnd Lasseleff, and shortly after hus promotion, the second
corpy Tmmee was ulready cited as a model of orgamsation and
prohivency.

Lhe prematwie death of the Emperor Alexunder, wus greatly
lamented 1y an ofiica who owed to lum lis fortune, and the pohtacal
events wlueh accompamed the accession of the Emperor Nicholas
provad o severe trl to (wneer Kisseleff He wus enubled, however,
without vomnpiomising s gh chargcter, to mamtun hmself m the
path of piudence and loyalty, snd he won fiom the new soverogn
that confidence, which tulents of the ghest order, and a rare tact,
had edined for hua from Alesauder

fn 1828, Kisscleff ;uught m Turkey, wpd c1ossed the Danube
under the enemys fue  Thus action obtummed Inm the rank of
Lisutenant:Geueral, ShartJy uftemazds, betore Schorumta, he carned,
aundst th#® applauso of !:he eutue army, a posrtion which had proved
& check to the Russians, gnd i the course of the same day a sword
of honour, und an Imperial rescript, m the most flattering terms,
rewarded one whose career of glory was so rapid, that Imperial favour
with dafficulty kept pace with it.
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The year 1828 had brought alout great ’nnges ifi the con-
stitution of the lmdy of officeyy at the hend 8¢ the Russian army.
Ooant, Diebitsch had succeeded Marshal de Wittgenseein in the chief
command. Kisseleff, whose functions as chief of the staff ceasdi
with the assumption of the powers of Ma&shnl' was nppomted to
command the troops destined to occupy Wallachia, To an officer
of his rs:nk, this was 10 very e:?viable.pust; but circumstances, ere
long, threw open 'a field for all the prudence, ardour and activity
of the general. The troops left in Wallachia were destined to cover
the rear of the principal corps d'armée which was engaged in the
oast of Bulgaria. To this end, it was the® duty to keep i check
the garrisons of the fortress;s of Giourjévo and Roustschouk, and at
the same time to walch the movements of the Pacha of %Widin;
although but little apprehensions were entertained of him, on accougt
of his distance from the scene, and his recent defeat. Suddenly,
intelligence was received, stating that an army of 100,000 men, under
the command of this conquered pacha, was concentrated®in Bu]gma.
and preparing te fall upon Bukharent in order to cut off commu-
nication with the Russians. From this moment, the feeble section
of the army left in Wallachin was raised to extreme importance.
In a few days General Kisseleff made himself master of the course
of the Danube, kept the Turkish garrisong gn the left bank in check,
and carried war and alarm to the opposite shore. Moreover, learning
that Mustapha, the Pacha of St,utm'i, had detached himself from
Widin with " 25,000 men, and d:re.ntenad the flank of the Russian
army, he took upon himself to act ; and ,]udgmg that the hstructions
‘be had received, of keeping on the defensive, could not apply to
such extreme and” unforeseen circurastances, he hastenod in pursuit
of Husuphs. and wes. on the point of coming up with him, when
tbsprahmmﬂesofthﬂpmewem arranged, and he received nrﬂem-
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to suspentt his ma‘h The general obeyed , by, skilful m divining
the artifices und wm;ﬁmmg pohicy of the Divan, he continued to hold
his positions ¢ Effectively, the Turkish plempotentianes discovered
@ thousand pretexis for the purpose of prolonging the ::1e.ugm;mi:amm11
Kusseleff executed & movement, took possession of Sophia and Frabova,
and presented himself at tho pass of the Balkhaus, ready to cross
the frontier. This resoluuz'manogilvre disconcerted the plans and
expectations which still continucd to be entertained after the capture
of Adnanople, and & peace was signed mm that city on the 1ith of
beptember 1829,

By the stipulations of this treaty, the principalities of Wallachia
snd Moldavia, together with the fortress of Sihistria, were to be oceuped
by the Russian troops until the payment of the expenses of the war.
General Kisseleffl was mvested with the command of the army of
‘:w(-upanon, and the government of the principalities, under the title
of president plempotentiary From this penod commenced a new
career for the illustrious warrior, the skilful mimster—in a word,
the good and just man wh: Jorms the subject of this notice—in
which the superiority of s mmd and the nobleness of s soul shone
forth m all their lustre

I have endeavourad in this book to describe, imw & few words,
what was the condition ui; §po principalities previous to the beneficent
administretion of General Kisselef In this hasty sketch, it wes
shown that the two provinces had never tasted the sweets of a peaceful
conditton gf affairs, nor felt the advantages of a regular government.
Suusted $u the confitles of Europe and of Ass, possessing of
themselves but little consistency, thewr fate bad continually been
that of week and fragile bodies, which, bemng hemmed i between
iwo solid masges, are constantly in danger of being crushed. We
have seen these upfortunaip countries, d,urin;so many; centiries,
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o3 it were, the béd along which cgursed the rrent of invagions,
unceasingly e:q:osad to devastagion and opfaresgbn from the gtrongest,
and suffering all the gradations of misery and demoradisation resulting
from e state of slavery. General Kisseleff appeared, and from the
commencement showed himself in the chamcﬂ:r of a redeomer,
Vigorously did he address himself to*the work; and in the accom-
plishment of his task—one of ?he finpst which it was ever given &
man to fulfil—he showed himse}{ thronghout cqual to the importance
of the occasion. His example and hs all-powerful influence imparted
from tho first a most happy impulse. He had "devoted himself with
care. from the moment of his arrival, toequiring a knowledge of
the laws and customs of the country, its history, its vicissitudes and
ite primitive organisation, and in a short time he had become 8o
perfectly acquainted with the men and things around him, thdt
nothing escaped his penetrating and enlightened mind. Six mont.&
after ¢he arrival of the general, an organic law, a labour worthy its
author, sincerely framed to promot‘e civilisation, whs completed.
Revised and discussed by an assembly extraordinary, it was promul-
gated on the lst of May, in the year 1881; and from thet day the,
principalities date the present ern of justice and civil government.

Scarcely was this new state of affairs constituted, when the
cholera swept, like a meteor, over thesg %nfommato provindes. All
progress was suspended, and the general safety was for a long time
the only law. General Kisseleff now appeared under a new aspect
to the afflicted people. An‘aotivo and ga.tema.l soliaitude, and a
personal devotedness, inspired by the sincerest charity, ‘istingn.iahed
the chief and the regenerator of the country amongst ail.

With the retreat of the scourge, calmness afid security re-appeared,
and Kisseleff am%maume his course of salutary reforms, The
civil records, justice, home affairs, education, the army and the eivil
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force, reuewqa g turn & ppwertul orgammsation. The national
Leglalauve Assemhly“‘membled under the mgis of the mew in
stitutions  Jt¢ first act was to present General Klsseleﬁ' with the,
title and nghts of a aiizen, with all the prvileges enjoyed by the
most noble famihes 1n the country  “ Who can have a better right,”
gaid the president, to hun, * than ‘yauraelf, to be adopted a son of
that land whence every evil vanished from the time you set foot
upon 1t, where everything 1s the creation of your hand, and all that
was dead and mert before, has revived beneath your breath?”
While the general sssured them how much he was affected by the
sontunéuts which hed diitated this offer, he declared that he could
not. accept 1t, so long as he was i the country, and charged with
the direction of afiaire

Towards the mddle of the year 1882, all the new mstitutions
were completely developed, and the principalitics presented on all
sides an mstance of those happy metamorphoses wiuch are conamonly
tho work of time, and the gradual advance of civihsation The
founder of this state of tlungs, desiring to judge, from hs own
observation, of the intermal condition of the country, undertook
about this time a tour to Wallachiw  He passed through the
identical places where, thirty mouths before, he had mot only nmusery
and dsstress. How happym was he Lo find everywhere the first
indications of growing affluence, the blessed fruits of security This
wisit became "the source of fresh benefits to the country The
general wasedetermmed to see #nd learn everytlung, he inspected
the ucbooh.‘tba tnhunal&. the prisons, the hospitals, the quarantines;
he collected useful mformation in every quarter, and directed further
improvements. He took compession on the condition of the convicts
employed in the salt works ; mdafterpmposing*thedmimmme
counail a reform in the penal regulations, he added, in his own hand,
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the following words: “My cotleagues gvul thus gfre mg tne means
of performing an nct of consciense and rengiony verore my departure
from this country, that I may leave it with a light Meart, and free
from a reproach, which I should never forgive myself."

““The events of the year 1835 imposed flesh ﬁuﬁes on General
Kisseleff. Ibrahim Pacha thmate;md Cﬁnsmntauople, and the Porte
implored the aid of ‘Russia. Kissele®¥ ams chosen to command the
army, which was to proceed: by land to the assistance of that capital,
while the fleet of the Black Sea ml\anepd under the direction of
Count Orloff. He was then at Yassy; s.nd this mission, the success
of which depended on the celerity with Which it was exdcuted,
surprised him in the midst of the labours of the two assemblies.
The general recommended the soldiers he left behind him :.0 the
care of the two governments, The Assembly of Bukbarest wrotg
to him in the following words: we are informed of the fresh mark
of estéem and confidence which has been afforded you by your
sovereign, and we feel a pride in the honour which is thhs conferred
on you. Your soldiers are our brothers; we shall always find a
pleasure in all that contributes to your happiness and to your glory,
because we are convinced that the destiny of our country is intimately
bound up with yours. In a few days the general had organised an
army, and was ready to cross the Dami]_ebwhen hostilities *ceased
‘between the Pacha of Egypt and the Porte. ,

The mission of the general in the principalities was hot, however,
yet at an end.  The treaty concluded at ﬁ}. Petersburg, in 1834,
bad stipulated the evacuation of the Russian troops, and £ho instal-
latwn of the Ghospodars. Never had the solicitude of Kisseleff for
t!f&wdfa.reofhu trust, appeared more eager than'during this latter
period. . AR the m of office received orders. to submit to_'hﬁ{;
cifoumstantial ‘Teports | 0" every. branch of the ‘administration, ‘i
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order ﬂlﬂt. praﬂe{ls to hm departure, he might' advise with the
assamb]y as to the WB to be ¢aken for the final consolidation
of the pew system. ,He desired to be informed of the state of all
he public coffers, and to ascertain the resources which he left behind
him in each. He revised -and checked, with his own hand, the
receipm‘rmd expenf{i::ure of " the trensury duaring his administration,
and commanded the necedsary measures to expedite the payment
of arrears devoted by him to the extinction of the public debt. In
a word, as a father, about to separate for ever from those whom he
loves, endeavours f:n secure the interests of each and all, and to
ward off future calamify, General Kisselefl quitted not these pro-
vinces of his adoption, this people to whom he had become a father,
until ;1& had ensured them, as fur as is pormitted to human fore-
‘¢ight, the most precious of benefits, the protection of sound laws
‘and individual liberty.

General Kisseloff took leave of the principalities in the month
of April 1834 1 have desgibed by what a concourse of grateful
and sorrowing people he was mccompanied to the frontier, and how
dearly his momory is cherished in all hearts.

On his return to his country, Kisseleff was appointed genecral
of infantry; and, werthily to crown so admirable a career, the
emperor confided to hig,#in 1887, the departmént of the crown
lands, an important branch of administration, embracing in its vast
attributes the government and administration of nearly twenty millions
of in@iviﬁqu. .Here.' po, all had to Be created ; for in Russia,
in -spita.o&he progress of all kinds which has marked this century,
the condition of the serfs of the crown had, up to the period I
allude to, remsiried stationary; that is to say, that they continued
%0 Vo the most oppressed and least protected class in the empire.
]  timie, however, wa now come for thi¥ class to be _mcludt_xi ine
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the reforms which the Emperor Nichglas has na}er ce:nse? to carry
out in every branch of the govegment of his vig? empire. Rumerous
dabours were immediately commenced, and _towar;ls 1840 a hoqwgenous
bodf of laws had been formed for the regulation of the affairs e
this department. Tho condition of the seffs qf the crown is at
present notably improved; and a‘n era *of weﬁ'beitg and cfvilisa:.ion
is promised to this interesting class, whig® caunot but have a powerful
influence on the future destinies of Russia.

Thus did General Kisselef, : when once more invested with
high and important functions, again find the means of exercising
at once his eminent administrative facuMes and his enlightencd
love of humanity. It may be said that this glorious career has
reached its apogée. The most distinguished honours have [ur‘ng been
awarded bim; and for a long period also, the enlightened favoy
of his sovereign, tho gratitude of nations, and the esteem of the
good, have crowned all his desires, and recompensed ome of the
noblest political characters of_\ﬁﬁi')lh'ilussia can boast,
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