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Latpari Pass that of the Little St. Bernard. The Dongusorun, 
the easiest pass over the main chain, will correspond to the St. 
Theodule. But the Caucasian valley is in every respect more 
difficult of access than its Alpine rival. The unbroken wall 
of rock and ice which forms its northern boundary is a far 
more formidable barrier than the Pennine Alps. It encloses 
between its complicated spurs and bastions six great snow-basins, 
those of the Adish, Zanner, Tuiber, Leksur, Chalaa,t, and 
U hba Glaciers. Other great glaciers 'fall more steeply and 
directly from under the peaks of Shkara, J anga, Tetnuld, and 
Dongusorun. Two ridges several miles in length run out from 
the watershed towards the Ingur, enclosing between them the 
glen of the N akra. By a ' prodigious blunder the five-verst 
map took the Caucasian watershed along the more eastern of 
these spurs and entirely ignored the upper Betsho Valley. All 
these ridges are composed of crystalline rocks, for the most 
part granite, which show the tendency observable in the Alps, 
in the Mont Blanc and Pelvoux groups, to arrange themselves 
in double parallel ridges. Unfortunately this structure was not 
recognised by the authors of the old survey, and in consequence 
the small map based on it both in the French and English 
editions of that standard work, Reclus's Geog1oaphie Universelle, 
is entirely misleading. 

On the south Suanetia is fenced in by the lofty slate range 
of the L::Iila, attaining an altitude of ] 3',400 feet and supporting 
glaciers which may compare with those of the Grand Paradis 
group in the Graian Alps. Near the Latpari Pass its rocks 
display very markedly the fan structure. Foreign geologists 
have nescribed them as 'palreozoic schists,' but the fossils dis­
covered by Signor Sella on the top of the Laila, which have 
been examined and reported on by Dr. Gregory at the British 
Museum, do not bear out this designation as far as those peaks 
are concerned. The formation, whatever its age, pl~ys a very 
great part in the Caucasian chain, forming its watershed from 
the Mamison eastwards. l 

1 ee Geological Note, Appendix A. 
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Between the granite and the slates, in places urping t1 
central position of the granite in the watershed, lies a b It of 
crystalline schist ridges narrower than the corresponding belt on 
the north side. Their green rounded outlines contrast strikingly 
with the precipices of the main chain. It is over these, where 
they link the slate and granite, that the gentl slopes of the 
Za ar P' s (8680 feet), only 1700 feet ab ve the highe t 
villages, afforded in olden days, before the forests of the k nis 

kali became pathless, the main access to the vall y from eorgia. 
Now the higher Latpari ass, leading more directly south towards 
the seat of government, Kutais, is universally PI' ferr d, though 
in most years it is not open for horse traffic till the beginning of 
July, and is closed by snow early in October. The Ingur, which 
with its tributaries carries off the waters of uanetia, has its 
source under Shkara in the glaciers that line the south side of the 
central chain. Its first large tribu tary, the Mulkhura, which drains 
the vast snowfield that lie west of Tetnuld and ea t of U shba, 
exceeds it in volume. The two torrents unite near Latal, the meet.­
jng-place also of the streams from the Laila and the snow of U hba 
and Dongusorun. The glens above this point-the Ingur sources­
are covered with the castles of the Independent uanetians : so 
called because they had thr wn off all external control for at 
least one hundred years befor Rus ian rule was establi hed in the 
country. The narrower trench below Lat!l1 through which the 
united waters of the Ingur flow was' Dadish ilian's uanetia,' 
named after a family from the north, probably of Kabardan uriO'in, 
which had. established a feudal lordship over its communities. 

In scenery, this highland basin is in every respect a contrast to 
the northern valleys on the other side of the chain. ' avage uane­
tia,' the title chosen by an enthusiastic sportsman for his account 
of his travels in the district, may have been appropriate enough if 
applied to the inhabitants only. But, as far as nature is concerned, 
it has to be reversed. 'Smiling, sylvan, idyllic,' such are the 
epithets that rise on a traveller's lips as he suddenly emerges 
from the dark treeless glens and chilly recesses of the Northern 
Caucasus on to a region of gentle slopes and wide distances, of 
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forests and flowery meadows, of fields golden with barley. Com­
pared to the warrens, or stone-heaps, that serve the people of 
the northern alleys for dwellings. the towered villages and 
castellated farms of uanetia assume at a distance a false air of 
medireval romance. North of the chain, at Bezingi or Balkar, the 
traveller feels himself at the bottom of a well. He knows hours 

• 

A 8UANETIAN ~SCAl'E 

of' climbing are required in order to enlarge or vary the outlook. 
Here the landscapes are wide and constantly changing: the 
visible sky is not a narrow strip but a broad a,rch. The hill-shapes 
may recall Savoy-the basin of allanches; but the forests show 
richer and more varied foliage than we are accustomed to in the 
High Alps. The pines no longer predominate, or press on one 
another until they become mere ragged staffs. They present 
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themselves as dark, shadowy cones amidst the fresh green of the 
deciduous forest, of beeches a.nd ald rs, of ash and walnut, of 
copses that in June and July are brio-ht with purple rhododen­
dron .and fragrant with golden azalea blossom. The lades ar 
gay with lupines and lilies and th spires of a ten-thousand­
blossomed heracleum. 1 Any comparison from the reality to an 
imitation. must seem more or less inverted and false. But for 

• those who only know the imitation, it may be permis i.ble t 
repeat a phrase that comes to every Englishman's lips as h 
wanders through Suanetian woodlands. When the azaleas and 
rhododendrons thicken, and the tall flowers cluster among them 
round the mown, open spaces, the epithet' park-like' is inevitabl ! 
One finds one's-self looking unconsr,iously fur the chimneys of th 
'family mansion,' and the board with' Trespassers, beware.' 1'h 
illusion is abruptly broken when their place is taken by the towers 
of Ushba. 

Mountaineers, as a rule, see Suanetia after midsummer. In 
June among the blossoms, and again in October when the be che , 
the wild fruit-trees and the azaleas turn red, and the birche golden 
against the fresh autumn snows, the brilliancy of the landscape 
must be marvellous. Suanetia is a country for travellers and 
artists as much as for mountain climbers. Space, variety, sunniness 
- these are the constant and characteristic qualities of uanetian 
scenery. The great mountain basin is 1roken by no heights that 
approach the snow-line. The glens are divid d only by long 
grassy or forested ridges. Their gentle undulating crests furnish 
the most effective contrast to the icy clefts and rigid cliffs of 

hkara and U shba. From the beauty of flowers and for sts cJ se 
at hand, the eye is carried through soft gradations of distance 
to the pure glaciers which hang down like silver stairs from the 
snowy chain. The atmosphere has none of that sharpness of 
definition we associate with the Alps in summer. It more resembles 

1 M. Levier writes :-' Heracleum mantegazzianulll is probably the largeat umbelJiferous 
plant in the CauCltosua. Its stnlks reach 10 centimetres in thickness, its basal leaves exceed a 
metre, and on the smtillest of the plants whioh M. Correvin hllll raised from seed at Geneva I 
have coun~d Leo t oussnd blossoms.' 
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that of the West Ooa t of ootland or the English Lakes. The 
afternoon breezes from the Black Sea bring up showers and 
vapOllrs to colour the atmosphere, to soften the mountain outlines 
and magnify their bulk. The north wind from tho steppe suffuses 
the sky with an impalpable haze through w·hicb the great peaks 
glimmer like aolden pillars of the dawn. T0 the natural beauties, 
the nowy peaks, the flowers and fore ts of the uanetian landscape, 
man has add d something. It is a land where every man's hou e 
is hi c tle. The mead wand the cultivated valleys ar trewn 
with high white towers. In one spot a. ,in Ie tower stand isolat ed, 

A TOWER AT USllKUL 

in another they cluster in groups 
of fifty to eighty. Ev ry 
hamlet has as many towers as 
the cities of Tuscany in' the 
Middle Ag s. Nothing so fan· 
tastic a.s these family fortresses 
can be Reen e1 ewher out id 

an Gimignano or the frame of 
an Id Master. 

Me tia alone boast s venty 
towers, each 40 to 80 feet 
high; U shkul over fifty, and 
two black c tles besid s. Th 
house to which the towers are 
attached ar quadrang·ular 
blocks, slate - roofed, without 
chimney , and with narrow slits, 
cIo ed by wooden shutters, for 
windows. ometimes they haVE> 
no windows at all, the light 
penetrating only through the 
interstices in the unmortared 

wall, while the smoke escapes through the roof. Torches made 
of birch - bark are used at night: a wooden passage, capable of 
being cut down in case of nece sity. leads to the :fir!>t floor of 
the tower of refuge. 
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Let u enter one of these houses or barns. It contains a 
single large, dark room; two or three boulders form the hearth ; 
the furniture consists of a few wooden tools or benches scattered 
about the earthen Hoor; in the corner is a raised wooden platform 
with skins and cushions, the family couch. By groping up a narrow 
passage we may re~ch the entrance to the tower;. ladders or 

. notched logs, easily removable, lead from storey to storey. The 
• 

J 
CHURCH WITH Jl'RESCOES AT LENJER 

ladders are short, and to gain each storey one has to scramble up' 
the last few feet by projecting stones left in the wall. kulls and 

orns of wild goats lie about on the landings; on the top storey 
are loop-holes for fir~ng. The towers are built of unsquared blocks 
of granite or slate, and generally whitewashed. At U shkul, 
however, the two castles have been left their natural dark colour. 

In the upper and more lawless communities wood was, until 
quite lately, very sparingly employed. In Lower, or Dadish Kilian's 
Suanetia, timber balconies, barns, and even houses built of un-

VOL. I . 0 
• 
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smoothed logs are not uncommon, and have increased in number 
since domestic warfare has ceased, and with it the need of 
dwellings at least externally fireproof. 

The country is rich, strange as it may seem, in churches. The 
reader must not, however, let his fancy 1e wrought on by the 
familiar sound of the word and imagine buildings answering in any 

TRIl'TYCH AT ME TIA 

respect to the church of Western Europe. The Suanetian churches, 
in dimensions and external aspect, are more on the scale of 
Italian rO!J.dside chapels. They have no towers; where bells exist 
they are bung on a wooden framework outside the church. This 
arrangement is common also in Corsica. The average dimen­
sions of the internal nave are about 25 by 20 feet. There 
is commonly a porch; at Latal a portico, as at t. Mark's of 
Venice, runs round three sides of the building. The" apse is shut 
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off by an iconostasis or screen; it varies in external form and 
decoration. At Lenjer the apse is hexagonal; in one of th chapel 
at Latal semicircular and decorated with a colonnade in low 
relief. The interior, and sometimes the exterior, are fre coed in a 
style varying from pure Byzantine to what in Italy might be called 
Giotte que. The roof is often decorated with repre entation of the 
heavenly.bodies, on a blue ground. A large wooden cross, covered 
with silver repousse plates, is som times found in front of the 
iconostasis. There are few Georgian features in the archit c­
ture, and it appears at least probable that the builders were rath r 
under direct Byzantine influence. 

In these churches are preserved, under the jealous guard of the 
village elders, a number of very. interesting objects, including 
man~scripts of great antiquity. Many of them have been described 
ill detail and depicted in the work of M. de Bernoville, already 
referred to. Among the treasures he was allowed to inspect ere 
the fbllowing. At U shkul, small bronzes, apparently Roman, Per­
sian money, P sian silk embroidered with six figures of the SUD, 

ancient arrows nd weapons. At the deserted mona tery of t. 
Quiricus, near K aIde, he found arrows, figures in silver or silver- ilt, 
a magnificent Greek manuscript, attributed by M. de Bernoville to 
the sixth or seventh century (its subject is not stated), a silver box 
in the form of a book, u ed for the pI' ervation of the sacred 
elements, having on one side the Crucifix.ion. with the Virgin and 
St. John and two angels, represented in oloisonne Fmamel on a 
silver ground. The workmanship is said t be of the highest 
order. The border is set with uncut precious stones; on the 
rever e side is a scene which seems to be the descent of Chri t 
into Hades. M. de Bernoville, who has :£igur d this case in his 
volume, describes it, however, as the Resurrection of Lazarus. I 
a~ inclined to beli ve that this may be the object, the removal of 
which by a Russian official became known throughout Suanetia, 
and led to almost insuperable difficulties being placed in the way 
of later travellers desirous of investigating any church treasures. 

At Mestja we read of two processional crosses, a number of 
very beautiful old repousse silver pictures with Georgian inscrip-
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tions, a great cros enriched with scenes of martyrdom, two silver 
cup, Italian in character, massive silver jugs. ome of these 

ignor ella ucceeded in photographing. At Lenjer is a manu­
cript of the Go pels, copied at Jerusalem in l046-48-no inscrip­

tions or manuscripts prior to the eleventh century are forthcoming; 
at Latal a Gospel in an ornamental binding, manu cripts rolled on 

AIOOJENT CHURCH ORl'AMENTS AT MEST! 

ticks, bells bearing Gr e and 
Latin inscriptions; at Ezeri, in 
the Prince's possession, a silver­
gilt box, with Kufic inscriptions, 
and a massive silver bowl of 
Persian work. 

• It is obvious that an expert 
from outh Kensington might 
spend a very interesting holiday 
in Suanetia, and tl at the history 
of the country may be further 
elucidated, if no greater dis­
coveries are made, by a student 
competent to look over the 
ancient rolls and manuscripts. 

This seems the best place to 
give a brief sketch of the history 
and origin of the Suanetians. 
Studepts will find in the second 
volume of Dubois de Montpereux's 
work on the Caucasus, or in M. de 
Bernoville's Souanetie Libre, fuller 
information and ample referenc . 

Strabo describes the So ani 
as a powerful nation, who were 

governed by a King and a Council of Three Ituudred: he adds 
that t hey were in the habit of using poisoned weapons in war. 
The statement in the received text that they could assemble two 
hundred thousand fighting men must, even if the n~me is loosely 
applied to a confederation of the Kolkhian b;ibes; be taken to 
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be a copyist's error. Pliny speaks of the Svanetre. It is, perhap , 
worthy of notice that Suanetes and Consuanete appear in th 
catalogue of the Alpine tribes subdued by Augustus, inscribed 
on the Trophreum that still shows 'its Roman strength' on the 
heights above Monaco. uanetia was included in the Roman 
Empire, and Christianity, as is shown by the lists of Bishops 
present -at the CEcumenical" Councils, took root at a very early 
date in Kolkhis. When it penetrated to Suanetia is a matter . 
of conjecture, but M. de Bernoville seems to have some reason 
for his belief that it was derived directly from Byzantium and 
not through Georgia. The churches found in the district are con­
structed on a plan not common in Georgia. Their bells, d ubtle s 
of !nuch later origin than the bd\ldings, bear in some instances 
Latin inscriptions, unfortunately without any date. 

The country was reserved for Persia in the treaty m~,de between 
Chosroes and J ust~nian when they combined to hold the line of 
the Caucasus against the Northern hordes. Persian o~jects are 
still fonnd among the treasures concealed in the ancient chm: ·hes, 
together with flint-headed arrows and weapons of a very remote 
period. When the Georgian kingdom first established a suzerainty 
over the Suanetians is uncertain. It was before the eleventh cen­
tury, during which they temporarily asserted their independence. 
A hundred years later (A.D. 1184-1 212), Queen Thamara became the 
ruler of Suanetia. This heroine plays, in popular imagination and 
legend, throughout the Caucasian isthmus the part tabm by Alex­
ander or Charlemagne in other parts of the world. She was ",tyled 
by Georgian chroniclers, anticipators of the Hungarian compliment 
to Maria Theresa, t he greatest of their kings. If we may believe 
the ballads still chanted in her honour by the Suanetians, she led 

. the mountaineer. to victory over their neighbours, the Abkhasians 
and Tauli, and, better still, reduced their taxes to the nominal 
fee of an egg per household. 

Two centuries later (A.D. 1400) we find uanetia taking 
advantage of the misfortunes of Georgia to again declare itself 
independent,. The mountaineers' audacity grew until they burnt 
Kutais; they were chastised, and a family of the name of Ghelovani 
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was imposed on th~m as mlers. Theil' obscure annals continue to 
be Ihll of fighting and slallghter. Ea.rly in the fifteenth century they 
had to give up their claims to the villages on the upper Rion, 
which still, in the case of Gebi und Chior~, bo;:l.r traoos of "their 
intluence. In the eighteenth century the people 011 the Ingur 
dispensed with the ru ling family of the Ghelovani, who, as t he 
Dadbns, still exercise felldal rights in the valley of tht} Skenis 
Skali on tilt:: southern side of the Latpari Pass. TLe Kabardan 
£:mily of the Dadish Kilians, coming from the north, ha.d mean­
time acquired large possessions, and sollie sort of ·control over the 
fonr lower cOllllHlmities on the lngur, while the hamlets round 
the sonrces of the Rion had become ahsolutely jmlcpendent. 
They realised tbe llew ideal df a society where the free-will of 
the indi vidual overrides aU other consideratiolls, nnd the ~n~ y 
check to crime i8 Lhe reciprocal extinctiOll of criminals. 

From t lds time forth all certain kn owledge of the valley was 
lo.st. I ts s kin -clothed illim,bitn.nts paid occasional viJ:lits to the 
lower couot ry in search of salt, but what slight traffic t here was 
passed into the hands of the few .Jewish families who had estab­
lished thelll8elvcs at some IInknown date in LakhalUula., the lowest 
\'iHage a.bove the great defile of the l ng-ur. Upper 8u/llletia. was 

left, ' the world forgetting, by the wOl'ltl forgot.' W e are, however, 
tible to represent it:.8 condition from the relJorts of its first visitors 
in the latter half of t he present century. 

The picture they bring hefore our ~ycs should not be WitJlOut 

interf'st to the advanced politicia.ns, or drea.mer8, of \V estern Europe 
and Russia itsel f. For here we find some of their wilrie8t imagiua­
tioos carri~d out in practic~. 

I regret tha.t I cannot give a more full statement as to the land 
ten ures ano the transmission of property, a.<I well as some account of 
the old habits 'lnll belief::! of Suanetia. So far as I know, these 
matters st ill await thorough treatment; awl no one ~ouJd be 
more capable of giving it than the Surveyors, who have t"pent as 
many months nmong the mountain people as we travellers have 
days. The Government would confer a lasting benefit on students 
interested in the Caucasus by publishing reports from their officers 
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from time to time of the information they have collected. The 
paper of a Russian writer, M. Akinnelf, printed at Tillis in 1890, 
has come under my eyes, but only in /I. summary which UOC'3 not 

illsp~e me with complete confidence. i \Vhn.t follows here is based 
Oil notes from books, and on cO llve.rsations I haye had with M. 

Nikoradse and other persons in t he Caucasus. 
Each-farm or fortress was illhauited by a single tunii ly, the 

membel'S of which did not sep..'\rate excep t at t he dcatiL of its 

head. 'fhe village, according to Professor Kovalevsky, cOllsisted 
originally of members of the same iinllily or !/CI/8; HOW, lI ow­
ever, the village generally includes several distinct filmilies. 

Members of the same fa.mily do not intermarry. A COll11l11llJi ty 

is made up of several adjacent vinages. Hilt a community !Ja.'; 

pro;ed too large a unit. ThllE-! ill 186G, wIl en Dr. Radde was 

at Ushknl, the men of Murkmeli shot at every one who came 
down t he path from ChuiJiani, bflth hamlets beloll~ing to t he 
sa.me commune. There had been SOlil~ quarrel over right~ of 
common l)llstumge. Public enmiti es were sllpplemellted I,y CUlmt ­

less private fe11d",. 'Vbcn u. womall changed ha.nds or hushn,mlR, 
tbe partifls concerned could not alwrlYs agree Oil the value in 
('fLttle of the lady exchanged. H ence arose ns~a ults of pe rsons and 
batteries of to wers. The punishment for' breach of promise' was 
dea.th at the hands of the woman's reltttives. ~s, parents had tho 
rig-ht of betroth ing childl·en in tlnir cradles, s1Jc~bl"eacheB were not 

rare, but the more prudent hachelor eV~lded the ditli culty by bigamy, 
by marrying once for duty and a sccond time f!"Om inclina.tioJ' , a 
pract ice which does not appear to ha.vc been thought o~jectionable. 
\Vhen too many gi rls were born in a family, a pinch of hot ilfihef> was 
placed at bi;th in the mouth of UIC unfortunate baby and its body 
disposed tif in thc c(!lUtyard. Thi s harbal"OllS custom is vouched ior 
on eXl:ehent authoni..y by M. de Bernoville, In older times the 
Suanetia.u resorted largely to wife-lifting or exogamy; yet at the 
last census there were four maJes to three fema.les ill t he Ingur 
Valley. Morality, in the ordinury sense (If' t he wortl, is lax, ami 

----------
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there are reported to be trace in he relations between brothers and 
si ter -in-law of an old form of what may be called family marriage. 

The affairs of each hamlet, in so far as they were not settled by 
appeals to arms, were regulated by an asseta.bly of all adult males. 
Before any decision was arrived at by the assembly every man had a 
right to be consulted, and a late comer could reopen the ebate. 
Dr. Radde narrates his personal experience of such an incid~nt in the 
discussion that arose with regard to his proposed visit in 1 64 to 
one of the churches at Ushkul. There being no local aut.hority 
of any kind able to enforce a deci ion, arms were constantly resorted 
to, and the villages lived in perpetual warfare. 

Free Suanetia., ev n before it had attained to Home Rule, had 
carried out Church Disestabli lu!ent and Di endowment with curious 
thoroughness. The priests disappeared, the eccle iastical property 
was secularised, a village council or 'vestry,' said to have become 
an hereditary body, assumed its control, and kept the key of the 
church, which, no longer re erved for pious uses, wa employed 
chiefly as a treasury and banqueting-house. It appears that these 
local elders ab orbed the tithes in kind formerly paid to the 
church. The old Byzantine Christianity was forgotten, and in it,R 

place there grew up the wildest jumble of Church rites, Persian 
sun-worship, and old Pagan beliefs and sacrifices. The marriage 
ceremony consisted in sewing together the garments of the bride and 
bridegroom; baptism was travestied; the ancient funeral ceremonies 
were revived "or continued. Of these Professor Kovalevsky has 
furrtished me with . the following description :-One of the nearest 
relation of the deceased follows the body to the grave, leading by 
the horns a fat ox. Immediately after the burial the ox is killed, and 
the heart and liver are placed on a wooden platter. This is taken 
by one of the local elders (who are not consecrated, or in any way 
recognised as priests by the Georgian Church), who lifts up the plate, 
using at the same time the following words: '0 God, accept this our 
so.crifice.' The portions so dedicated he keeps for himself. The rest 
of the arumal furnishes the funeral banquet. l A year after the death 
a commemorative feast is held at the grave. The Ielatives bring 

1 Signor ella was present at one of these banquets. See IIlustrlltion, p. 2] 7. 
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cheesecakes, portions of meat, and the spirit locally made from 
barley, the provisions the ghost is supposed to need on it journ y. 
A portion is blessed by the elder, and kept by him for his own use. 

It is said that uanetians who have reason to distrust t heir rela­
tions sometimes order their own funeral feasts, and take part in them 
during their lif~time. Every year after the harvest there is, a in 
Roman Oatholic cOlmtries on All Saints' Day, a general commemo­
ration of the dead, and large offerings of food are made to the elder . 

}'UNERAL EF..AST AT MAZERI 

Signor Sella has preserved in his photographs a vivid record 
of such a scene. Mr. Phillipps-Wolley saw seven oxen slaughtered, 
boiled, and distributed at Gebi, a place long united to Suanetia, and 
still preserving traces of its historical connection. I have also 
witnessed there a similar primitive banquet. The animals were 
killed and cut up in the churchyard. 

There are no monuments resembling those of Ossetia or of the 
Turkish villages. Grave-mounds surround the churches, or are 
found under particular trees. But the dead are often put out 
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of sight without heed of locality. In the centre of many hamlets 
there is a venerable tree or trunk- at Latal a walnut, H.t Mestia a 
birch, at Leujer a chcrry-under which are placed two 01' three rude 
stone seats. Tree-worship survives in many part:.; of the Caucasus. 
The Stl.Cn'<i groves of the Circ..'tssians are described in Bell's and 
Longworth'/; T/'(t1:el.~, those of the O!:!setes by Hahn. Thcr~ is a 
sacred wood close to the deserted monastery of St. Quiricus, near 
KaJde in Suam:tin. In the Alp/; a few groves that possibly OW6 

t! .eir sun 'ival to the sallIC worship still exist. There is a patch of 
(Jld beechwood Ileal' the shrine at Forno, above La.nz'). 

Of Uhristian observances the Lenten Fast is the chief still held ill 
any honour. The "men are said to assemble outside the chnrches 
Oil Twelfth Da.y and the first· Sun(lay in Lent, while the women . . 
llre never allowed to approach them. Three days In the week are 
kept as holidays, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. Carlylo somewhere 
says t hat t he only virtue of his countrymen consists m keeping t he 
Babbath. Judged by this test the Sl1unetiuns might be held to 
he even more virtuous tlJ;ln the Scotch: 

The Suanetinlls were, it must. be added, arl'Unt thieves, cattle­
lifters, and she~p-stealer!4, who would on occasion carry oft· 0. girl 
<IS readily (tS a sheep across their !;''1ddl~-hows. M. de Bel'llo­
ville relaLes how one such captive was released by the R ussian 
Expedit ion of 1869. ThPoir foreign relations were ill consequence 
habitually st.rained. They in Jac.t consisted for the most part iu 
warlike llnderta.kings and predatory forays on their neighbours' 
pastures. The gn·at glaciers of tIle main cLain, passes of t he 
nature of the St. Theodule and Col d'Hcrens, were lIt) oiJstacle to 
these !;turdy mamuden;. The T.ul'kish mountuineers had to build 
watch-tvwers, IUld keep guard, in order to protect t heir 6ook& 
and herds. I mYilelf 8.-'1.W in 1368 stolen oxen heing driven hastily 
acro!;s the Dotl~\Isonm Pa.ss, and so frightened were our porters 
of their probable reception on the north side, after their country­
men's misdemeanours, that we had tht; greatest difficulty in 
inducing them to remain with us. Dr. Hadde recounts the robbery 
of nve hundred shetlp by Suanetians of the Skenis Sk!lli .. 

Strangers naturally seldom came to Suanetia. I can coun t 
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on the fingers of one hawl t.he tra.vellers who had vil·dted t.he 

country before UlG 8. Among its inhabit:Ults there Wi'\f; no tradi. 
tion of hospitality, such as is almost universal in the l'~,.<;t. They 
lWt only turned the stmnger from their UOOI'(';, but they exn.cted 
a payment for letting him pass th'~Ill. An a.ttempt was nJauo to 
enforce such a demand on my last visit to Adish. 

Medictne WlU:! practic:tlly unknown, and even now the traveller 
who cures by his drug>! is looked. on mOTe or less a.s 1\ mimele· 

monger. Goitres are preva/ellt, and epill'psy-possiLly attriuutable 

in part to t he viJe spirit extracted from barley- is not IlnCOmmOIl. 

The natives are &'l.i.d to be pec1lliarly liable to fever wheu they 
descend to the lowlands, and an incident 1 shall have to relate 
aflords a strong proof of their sen~ of danger in doing so. 

Primitive poetry and local ballads often give a neare)' insight 
into the condition of life alld the manners of a race t.han religiuus 
rites and beliefs. The former are indigenouf; ; I.h'l latter as a rule 
more or less exotic. Dr. Hudde ha!4 ft,rtullately preserved several 
ve!'y cur iOlls Sunnetian ballads, such a.~ are Jit. ill Sling under some 
a.ncient tree, 01' 011 the march along the mountain pllth.li. They 
celebrate the golden time of Thamll.m, l'aHt fora.ys acrO~8 the great 
chaitl into the land of the Baks..'\ll (the !lame of rl\~rskul, a glen at 
the foot of E1brnz , occurs Tarta l's), OJ' among- the Abkhnsiun.s to 
the west. The following ballad, which mconls t he f.:l te of 1l hunter 
-an early' mountaineering 1l.ccident '-gives so li vely a pict ure 
of Suanetian manner!; that I must venture on a rough t1'all~hti()ll. 

Metli was a hunter of Pari, io Dudish Kilian's SlImH;ti,.. He 
became tbe lover of the l\·lount.lin Spirit. It rtfpC'ar" from Dr. 
Radde's versio!l timt, besides !laving an officia.l wife, he wa.'! also ill 

love with his sister-in-law, LUHl that to the latter he revealed the 
secret of her mvsterioU!; rivaL How t he Spirit revenged hiH 
indiscl'Eltioll, l\'1etki, or rather Metki's ghost, tell!:! as iollow!:!: 

• :Motki is unhappy, and to \..oc pitied. Th o mell of Lentekhi W(!l'tl :lS­
sombie(l for the dance. Into thc circle of the dancers sprung n wllito hilre: 
flit-or running round the circlo it lcapt between Motki's fl,,'Ct. ~ I ctki said to 

his fenowll, "Hcmain you quiet here; this hilS never happened to!HO oO{(lJ'c. 
I must follow the tracks of tho hare \" 
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'High in the vnlle)' nrc the trn,cks. He came to n plnee where the 
mountain gonts live. He enmu to the !;!A,'cp r~ks, The white hare wa..<; 
trnnsforl1lCfI illto n white 11l0tllltain gont. Metki clung with tho right hnlJ(l 
nnd the loft foot to tho steep ]1)cks. There CIUllO ~ neighbour froll! tLe 
samc \'ilIag'e, nnd ho. Inlllcnted whon 11C Mil' huW Metki hung, aud heo.rd 
how Mctki spoko: "Once (on It timo I woumb:l yOll; rememwr that no 
more, but ellrr), l.ho news of Illy :llisfortuIlC. Tell lI1y father I lell fr01l1 
here, from the wild-gonL.'" dwdlilJ~. let him make retul'y~' wille with 
honey; nnd feast the llei.L(hbolll"S; awl bid Ill)' mother that for the repose 
of Illy soul she g-ive 10 the folk bread amI cheese nnd millet ; nlll! bid my 
wife that. she bring up t110 ebii(jrCli well, and Illy sister that she cnt 

short her hair, n.lld Hly I..rother;; tlill. t they tOoke good 'Jnre of ~he hous(.'. 
and live not in emnit,y. Bid Illy fri eJl(js, when they bewail me, that they 
sing" truc in the ci1t)tns. Hid 111~ Thalllarn tbM she IllL'Ct. we nt the fool 

of the Tllountnin, that she go IJllickly on the \..:vel paLh, nwl climb \1'~piDg 
to the llloulltllin. 

''' Ovcr IlIO tlutters thc 1'1l'·Cll. Hc CI'!lI'CS Illy eyes f(ot il is Hlen!. UlHlcl' 

mo. tlt the foot of t.ho mount.ain. waits I.he ocnr \l'hn shall cat my flosh. 

' " The star Ycnus is 111)' cHemy ; 

'''Vonu;; rises, and the day and the ni,c:hL part. asundcr. !lla), Illy 

sillS rest on the Mountain Spirit. 0 Spirit, save me. l)J" k t lIlC fall quiekly 

into the gulf. " 
• As the red of HLorniug' sholJl~. and the dn) uml nig-ht werc purted, 

Metki fell; Lut all his misdc()(ls shall ro!;t Oil the Spirit ()f the Mount.ai]t ~.' 

The Suanetians are not (as MoO Chantre aUc;!'es ) mi~inly a pastoral 
people. They keep a few flocks of sheep and herds of horseti. 
Bullocks are used to draw sledges, and are eaten in winter. But. 
flocks and Lerds are seldom found, as among the Tartm'l> beyond 
the ch .. ~iIl, on the high pn.stures, and consequently there are often 
no paths to them. To reach the upper glacier ba!olins yon must find 

Hnd follow almost ill"isible and m·erWown hnnters' tmcks. Pigs, 
the sh1nJlest breed 1 ever sn.w, and ge.ese wander round the home­
steads, which are guarded by dogs. The villages are surrounded 
by barley- fields, fenced in with neat wattling. The foot-paths 
between them are pleasant. As the traveller descends the valley 
he meets with other crops, millet, flax, wheat, and tobacco, and 
Indian corn is grown in outlying plots below the most western 
villages at 11 height of about 3500 feet. The inhabitants have 
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learnt recently to cult ivate potatoes ilnd other wgetables. They cut 
a certain il.mount of hay on the high pa ... <;tnrt>s- SOl1letimes t lwy 
cross t he chain in sunUller , and hire tllf~1I1se l \"(>s out as Iah(llirerf'; 
to t he indolent Tartars. just as the J~\1cellesi dll to the CorsicfllIs. 
But t here is no love lost betwet:!ll them. The MUsslli lll:tns I(Jok 
on t he Sua-netiane with contempt as pig - eaters. T heal'll t h o:'! 
Ruallet.inn; hiss 'Cherkess' at vllr Knhll'd,Lll Cossack; :tnd the 
Cossack - a mild , nmiable erratllre, the reycn;e 01' om popular 
idea of a Cossnck- despised and distl"\1f:1ted C\'ery SUalletian from 
the hotknll of h is soul. 

It seems to me diHicll lt to I"ecog-nisf' any prcy.dent type among 
t he Sn.'l.netians. V ((riely is tile most lIliu'kcrl chal"llctrristic. TJw 
villag-e heaJ-man of ~lestia, hllge 'Wlt 1mB-like, W;lS like a figure 
on a' l Assyrian nlvilU1l1fHlt. Fair lJlCIl with lJlliC cyeli and fawny 
beards a rt'. commOll. The OJ'dinary costume i!-l llll~ long hrown fr'..ll'k­
I:Ofl.t of the Caucflslls, with c;1J'tridge-pollchcf> OJ) i.he IweaHt. C hl 

tbe hend iH IVOl"ll either fl· flaIl},} ,j~seLj:tll widt·-;nrake. a ho.~J,j,"k, 

(or else one (of the tiny pieceli of clot.h, like keil..lc-hoJllt<I"l>, COlrllllOIl 

i ll I\fingl"eiia. The womeu at Ushk\\l ha\'c, 01" had in IS/i8. one 
rough slll.!et of sacking fOI" einthillg-, amI il r H slIY. 111 othCl' \'iJlag-es 

t hey weal" the rell roLes (:mlllllon in this l'il rL of thc C :UIC:U';I1S, :I lld 

white vI" coloured cotton kerchief.c; on tlH'~ III·ad. At LaLa l t.ht'y 
wear floll llccd pcttico,lb, sl1eh ,IS Illig-ht. l)e seell in a back lib-eet 
of Genoa. Some one may "tart a th;~01"y that t he Latal lad ies 
are the descendants of refugees from one ()f i.he Geooci'!e cololl il$ 
Oil the coast, destroyed by the lIfoluul1111edan invasivil 1 Vile per 
cent. of t,he popll intioll is said to he goit.rcti. 

The Huanet.iull language resembles Old Georgin.ll. It hns 
some :dunity also with the dialects spoken by t iJe 1Il0re 

eastern highlnlJ(iers, the Pallav!;, Che"surs, .'l.ud Tushilli'!. The 
late Mr. D. R. P(':).cock, H. B.M.'i> Consul a.t Batl1m, prepared a 
limittld vocabulary of t he Georgian, 1I1ingreiian, J.la2, S uanetian, 
and Abkhasian dialecti'! for the ltoyaJ Asiatic Societ'y,1 Even 

I Jo-uma/. Qf t1" j{Q lIa.i. An!U~ &Yin!!, vo-l. .~jx. l);In J. Set" Dr. H,,,\.III. 11Ild C"ptain 
Tdfer'. "o-rkl.l~ndy quo-ted. Hohn ItnU"IJ thut \~rl""k "o-r<l~ t><. ... ·tu . 
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a. hasty glan~e shows that t he first four tongues have many 
words in common, while the Abkhnsian seems to stand absolutely 
apart from all of them. 1 The problem that has Loen discussed 
is: Are the S1limetians~so far as they a.re not merely a mixt ur", 
of refugees who have found shelter at di1ferent times in t his 
mountain Alsatiu-of t.he Georgian stock, at' do they belong to 
some primitive Kolkhian ruce? The first view is t..'\ken ,by Hndde 
and Kovalevsky, t he second by De Bernoville, wholll M. Chantre 
copies in the I:Ihort notice contained in his encyclopred ic and 
splendidly illustrated work. The linguistic argument seems to me 
in fu.vour of the former view. 

In this I:itr,wge and interesting political and social conditiou, 
Sualictia, appears to have relll~ned for more than a century. Oft· 
the world's highways and out of t he world's conte81.'>, the motllttain 
communities went on turning, like the e.-arthen pot, round alld 

round in t heir own rock-girt pool, until they werc swept at 
last into t he streum of the nations. Meantime the FI'ee Su:tne­
tians were free and independent to t heir heaJ't~' content. They 
were as lawless as the Cyclopes of the Od!J8$e,IJ. They knew no 
rei:ltraint to their passion!>. No mall conId .::all either his wife or 
his hou!>e his own except in so £'\1' as h~ could defend them 
by force. The right of murder was the foundation of society_ 
Such a state of things was too ideal to last in t.his prosa.ie, 
order- loving' age. In l833 RusHia. aSsumed suzerainty over the 
district, and as years went on hm' suzerainty became more than 
nomilJa.1. 

:::;hortly after the Crimean WU1' a Russian force penetrated, 

1 M. Ch:\nt..., prinu II Hry I_tic"l l~j!~n" pnrporting 10 Mcc.mllt for ~h~ absence t:f ftoy 
"'rihen forn> (If the C irCll""ian dialect. A Je:\Tlled Adi~M (IT CiTCU8!1i~n, "n /ITaLic ..-:h('lar,.'IIlt 
down ((I cn,J~"'-~'Ir I.(IllIa ke .. n ,ul'habetical rel'resentntion ... r his ""tive tongue. He had no~ 
!>roceed .. .! far .... hen hi. I~hou r$ .... ert> interrupted by thc ~lldd~n "I'pcarance of" vencralole 
tigu~ .. The str.ngcl' "ddTC.,,,,d hilll to thi8 effect: 'Give up your hUi:>el"8~ tali<. Oan JOIl 
]>lIt inl.(l hum"u .... rit;ng the rolling of the thuuder IIlllOng the pellob, the crasb or the falling 
nVllbnche, the d~tp l'<'l1r or the m"nnt..in-torrentll, tbe bJs.t of tbo waterfalls 1 CI111 you 
repretent the sound. of th SUJUt8 /\II they cl&tter do"'u the gorges, of the branches of the fortlt 
as they Inoon in the tempeat, the .crea",. and 'lOngs of the bird! &~ they call to one auother 
from height to heij:ht 1 Bo .... th~n co." )'01,1 hope to impriaoll in letter. the frte 8pwch of 
the tribe! of Circuli& I' 
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fol' the first time, the rnoulltain-bal"l'iers. The expe.J it ion pl'oUllcecl 
no permanent political result. 

In 1857 the ltusRian Government was brough t h ctl to filet" 

III a very dramatic lnanner with t he JiHicuities {)very ci"i Jiscc ! 
government in turn meets with when, from l'easons of high poli('y. 
it tolerates disorder withi n it.'i froJlt~el's. The nrflt breakdown ill 
the system of lion-intervention was brollght about hy t,ht' yiolt>nc{> 

• of a cert..'tin Consl;antine n adish Kiliall , one of t.he femittJ prill c(>s 
of t he lower valley. 'fhis l'uffi:w, who had already in a pri n lt e. 
vendetta slain one of his unelt'.~ and wounded his cllusin, 
was known to be fomenting trouble. R.ent for to Ku tais IJ-Y 
the Governor and ordered to lin· clsewhcm t.h:1Il amOllg his 
vassals, hI'! did to his ruler as ~Je hili 1 done IUlIong hi" OW Il 

peorWe. H e stabLed t hat ofiicial and three others. The l.);'uli:-;iI 
Kilia n met with the m:113J fh.te of lllllnlerers; O'md as a r eflll it 

of hi li crime n. Hussian force wa.,;; sellt into tLe valley, the 
culprit's castle wa."! razed to t.hc gtollnd, ami a garrison .. I' t on 

llIen placed i'l hir;; village. TilC Ind ~Jle"denL COllllllllnities were, 
110wevel, 8t ill left alone. 'I'hi8 W:IS t he stllte of a tl ili l'fl at t.he 
t ime of my first visit. 1n the upper h:uulet,s Hu sMiali orden; 
did not run, and the Goverl11llent wa.s ol't'n.Jy ddied. Private wnrs 
still r:lgp.d. indi vidual against in dividua l, family ugainst liulliiy, 

hamlet against hamieL, c(lmmlJllity ;Igaillst cOmIlHlllil,y. 

The fi rst travellers to vi!'!i t Hll;11jCti~t WtJ l'C two l{lls~ i all (,tticial!:l, 
Geneml Bartholomai and H err -'~ak raJ;t.e . T iley wrote I'all ll,hlets, 

describing chiefly the ecclesi:I.'ltical Ll"eas\! re~ und inscriptioHS exi.<;t­

iog ill the district. Herr A hi ch and Dr. H:ulde, the wel l-kll u\·,. !1 

botanist, a.nd cumtor of t he Titli~ Muselllil, visited t he vaUey ill 
18 G4 ~nd 1866. Two ycars later Dr. Halide wa.s followed by 
the finlt party of Ellglish tmvcllcrs, who owed Illll Ch to t.he ir 

predecessor's book and friend ly advice. 
III the following year (tSCn) Count I .ew\shofl", t hcll Go\'el"llOr 

of Mingreliu, assembled un armed force and 1ll1ll"clleJ. with 1001110 
pomp over t he Latpari. .M. de Bernoville, a Frenchman , who wa~ 
allowed to take part in the expedition, has given a detailed account 
of its progress. The Suanetians met t he Russian force in turns 



224 THE EXPLORATION OF THE CAUCASUS 

on t he heights above Mu.ial, but in the end they made their sub­
IlUSSiOll. 'fhe leader of' the insul'g~nts-or pa.t riots-sent n. pea.ce~ 
offering in the shape of a cart laden with boiled beef and vessels 
of the horrible nati\'e spirit, brewed from barley, called 'raea.' 
lII. de Bernovillc gives a pictlU'esque description of th~ scene that. 
followed. F irst callie a troop of suppliants for redTes!'; an old 
man whose son had been assassinated, a pale husband wholle wife 
had poisonc(l him and fled to the tower of a neighbour: a youth 
vhose Clltirc family has been slain in a vendetta. These wm'o 

ail put off and ordered to present t.heir complaints to ;'egular 
judges-when they were appointed. 

This fOrIlJidablc incursion , which was not followed lip 1))" any 

practical steps for throwing the, counhy open by mealltJ of new roads, 
ioieClllS to h[we rathel' irrit:tted t han awed t'lw Suancti:.lIls, III l 87 J 

the Russian Government. which up t() this titlJt: hwl on ly main­
tained a. P0st of a dozen C08&'1cks :l.t IJnri, :t hamlet in the lowe,' 
and comparatiyely civilised portion of t he distrid, found it IIco.!ef>­

sary to phnt a garrison of a hundred llIen f\t Belsho, 011 the bUJIh 
of ::l. hmnch of the lngill', frOlil the hea.d uf wh ich n. glacier"lHlss, 
commOllly l1 ~d by t.he mountaineers, gives access to, and, t llere­
fore, pos.~ j hility of rel ief from, the Baks:l.11, H ow lit tlt<, resped 
t he presence (If these troops cnsul'ec) for the representative of the 
[{llssian Governlllent is amusingly shown by Captnin '1'elfel', JtN. , 
who has g iven a full account. of his tl'fL\'eis ill the dish·jet in COlll ­

piln), with 11 Rllssian ollicin l ill 1 874 : I 

·Ono of the oujcots of Lhe Chiefs officinl tour in Lhe upper valley of 
lhe Inbrur was to superintcnd tlw fresh elections of th tl village ofiieers in 
the I>e\-cml C()I\lUHIIl(lS ; !till! notice having wen gi,-011 upon our iliTivll.I 

lhut til .... voters for Kn11L Il.nd Ushknl wore to ftSSCHlulo in tho lIlOfnillg'. 
the male p<lpulll.t ioll of those tll'U oollm mncs began to Illus!.er III 1:'-ont of 
om enealll l'lIlCn (It nine o·clock. and when aU had us;cmhled the pro­
ccedillh"S wcre opened with un nddress froul the Chief. Tho instantancous 
Il.nd unanilllous cxprcssion of opinion wing tlmt tho Chief should h imself 
select the most fittillg men, tho Colonel hOO t.o explnin (It somo length - _ . . _ .. _ -

, T~lfer'~ Cr"""«- and Tn .. ~~al<ca.tW, lS7G. ~ &u.o Edinburgh l~triew, No. 237_ 
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tho.t he could only approve the choico of the people, as it WfL" (Illite ill!­
possiulo for him to nH~ke ,im\ir.ious appoillUllents, sceillg t\mt eh~l)' lllall 
W!\S a perfect strnnger to hilll. Somc diss:uilSllction \\"flS i>hown at tHis 
reply, bm after a timo tho crowd moved away, fmd nl]llost. illlllLCdiuwly 
hurried back, pUl:lhing- to the frout one of their nllllll!er who WAA doillg­
his host to resist. The fnvourite refused t~, bc the "clder"; in tho f;rilt. 
plnee, because his threo years' term as ,. rum} jmlg-o" 11:(\1 just oxpil'ed 
H.nd he d.sirflll to be released from further rcsJlonsihility, und becnllsc ho 
thonght no J.,rroater misfortune could visit him than t.hat of becoming 
tlta1llasn/dyIlY. " I killed 0. llIan in tho next village to t.his ten ycnrs ago; 
I hnvc paid his rel!~tions the full amount of 1,10od-llJoncy , out thoy are 
not liatistlod, nmI I beliove that. thcy are liwking !l.ll opport.unit.y fDr rovell!;e; 
if J nm llJade ma/nw8akl·YRY I knuw whnt I will r!o- l will kill allother of 
the faUlily, t.he mnn who wallt.~ t~) kill mo." This wns tho explnnat.io!1 
offered; 1111t. tho Chief told llirn ~ha.L ~r he pcrsi:->letl ill HUlking slwh l' • 
statement he :->houlil nrrcst. hill), and havu him trie~l for ll llmlor; Oil the 
other plea, howover, t hnt of luning: Il.lrendy sen-c.l liS jlJ(l~e, ho wn." entitled 
to decline tlte nelV honour. find a fresh elect.ioll lllllst. tl~ke pineo. The 
dctcrmill!ttion of tIle pcople was 'not" howel'cr, t.o oe alt.crcd, for ,.hey 
clamouretl ill f:lvour of the late jHlIg-c, und 1;"X pvpltli llCing- 't·W; Dei, he 
was pfC\,Rileri'upon to necept, tile olliec.' 

The occasional dangers and annoyances incident to 1\ di6trict~ 

offieer'i-I post in the Caucasian Alsatia may be estimated from 
the following further ext.ract from Captain Telfer's narrative: 

' The " eldcr " and the priest Illrde their nOiei",1 report., which was to 
the etluet that an old feud betwccn the vilhlges of Zald~sh IIIltI Mujal 
had resulted in the violent death, the vreviolls ,JlUlulIry, of n son of KIl7.­
ooulnt." ::-:llCrv!l.<;hidzc, the 1Iutlll<l8(~l.:iyS.!l of Mujal, and as the peoplo 01 
:\Iujal muster strong-or than they of Zaldll."h, tho allies of the deee/\scil 
mun's family hud kept the n.sso...'lsin nnd his friends besiegod in thoir tower 
sinco the COlllmission of the crillle, for which blood-monoy hflil nevor l.oOell 
Vaid. Tho Chicf was inclined to the belief, from the flYidence at hand, 
that t.he murder had 1I0t been premeditated, and that one Illll.ll slew tim 
other in self-defence; he accordingly dospatclwd a messenger to Zalda!>h, 
to tell the ac:cused nnd his two brothers that they wore to Jel\vo the tower 
and come tc him forthwith. A first nnd n second SUllllJ)OnS remainillg 
d;sregn.rded, tho Chief himself rode off to Zaldnsh, accompanied Ly his 
interpreter, tho priest, o.nd a Coss!l.ck, and order<--d. the trio to desccm], 

VOL. I. )' 
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whieh they promised to (10, provided they were not cunstituwl prisoners. 
Aft.cr hein~ repentedly urged to give them!>.elves up unconditionully for 
the ensier investigation of the chnrg'o preferred ngniuF.t theIn, a lndder 
slung w tl. long rope was let OWlr tho po..rnpct, nnd the thrCQ brothers 
descollded to the gronnd, wholl he who WEI.S nccll!'oo of tho murder hurriedly 
apprott.cherl the Chief, and insisting- upon ki~ill~~ him 01\ the naked hreast, 
pron01l1leoo hili submission and readiness to follow. 

'This fnreo heing oyer, the hrothers were orue1'OO to the frent, and as 
tho pllrty moved off neeessll.rily nt a wnlking pace, n loud voice at a loop­
hole cnlled up<JO it to hnit, under a threat to firo. The explanation ofierod 
hy the brothers was, that !l. man of Ipari who had fled his "i:lnge for 
mlJT(ier, hnd sworn to defend with his life tlw murderer of ZaJUtlSh. in 
return for the protcdion afforded him from his own cnemics.. Tho in­
terpreter shouted to the scoumlre! that no Imrlll was i"tendcd to the 
brothers, Il-nd that they were not 'being (;arricd off ng'ainst th,}ir " .. ill, the 
Ipllrinn, however, who kept his rifle levelled, !ltiU thrcntcncd to tire and 
kill lhe Chief or the priest, if his friends were not immediat.ely ~llowed 
to reascend tho tower. Hereupon tho youth plcadc~l \,(l having sw;!?m to 
st!md by the runnwfly of lrari, proscribed like billlsclf, to the last ex­
tremity, ami to avoid further bloOllshcd begged thlot he might be _per­
mitted to stay, for the Ipflrinn, he flaid. would most ~'isuredly lim. Tho 
adYnnt.nb"C being decidedly in favour of tho balLdit in his uDns$ailnble 
position, tho Chief deemed it. prudent to relefLBe the assassin froIll his 
bond. leaving the settloment of the mat.ter to a. futuro occnsion, when he 
should be better prepared t.o enforce his authorit.y.' 

On another occasion two travellers provided with Russian re­

commendations were, despite the Chiefs personal remonstrance, 
refused lodgings and compelled to sleep under a tree. When we 
find a magistrate UMble, even when on the spot, to enforce the 
simple~t order, or to procure provisions for his own party, it is 
easy to understand that for ordinary visitors travel in HUfUletia 
thirty yeJtrs ago wa.'i not altogether easy. 

The danger of this policy of letting ill alone and allowing 
government ~·epresent.atives to be insulted with impunity, was 
sliown in 1875, when a serious outbreak was only averted by 
~he for~rance of the officials concerned_ The survey preliminary 
to a readjustment of the land-tax roused the discontent of the 
Suanetialls, who surrounded the de~ment at Beuiho. ·and prepared 
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to resist in force their relief over the Latpnri Pass from Min!{relia. 
The Russians threw 300 Kabardfl.ll Militia into the y:dley by the. 
Betsho Pass. Captain Telfer has related from Russian i;ou reps t he 
story of the diliturbance and its suppression, which was drecLed 
without any fighting, except in the di;;lodgment of :tTl ob!;ti uate 
ringleader from his to\'.-er, where he had to be formally bomharded 
with a h.wit?..er. 

Even this wan ling. however. did not suffice to convincc the 
Government of the expedietlcy of impre!:lSing its strenl:,rth on the 
handful of unruly mountaineers. TelOpor:wy tranquillity was pur­
chased by concessions, and no force adequ:tte to overawe the tur­
bulent communities was left in the district. The resnlt waR 
lamentable. Dttring the summer df 187G a small detaclllneut of 
liold~ers was sent to Kala, a group of villages at the northern foot 
of the Latpari Pass, to arr~~t :t fugitive criminal. The SmmctialtH 
fled to their towers and took up arms in defence of UU~ righ t- of 
asylum. At nightfhll the Russian fin'cel retreated from the hamlet, 
having lost its three officers, and leaving dead CulolH~1 Hrinevsky, 
'the Chief' of Captain Telfer's nn,rrative, and his interpreter, who 
were shot through the roof of a barn. Such all outmge ww; too 
much even for the patience of the Caucasian authorities. The 
Government inflicted an adequate, but by no means excessive 
ret ribution, made a great many l500d resolve!> as to llew roads and 
other measures, and tightened to some exteut, M it might well 
have done earlier, the reins of admiuistration. 'fIOOps and monll­
tain-guns cro/iSed the Latpari. At first the Suanetians from their 
towers defied the invader, after the manner of Orientals; but they 
had reckoned without artillery. The mountain-gulls !;OUn brought 
the stones about their ears. Ipl:ari is now a. collection of ba.ros 
without towers; its teeth are drawn. A certain number of ita 
inhabitants ha.ve hw:l experiences of Siberia, and, strange to say, 
returned 00 tell them. The authorities at Vladikavkaz are les8 
lenient t.han those of Tiflis. A late commandant of Ciacauc8sia 
justified ~e capital punishment of brigands by the judicioua remar:k 
that to send men from the climate of the mountains to Siberia 
would ' be 'to put a premium on crime! 



22k THE EXPLORATION OF THE CA UCASUS 

The Governmellt. has appointed responsible headmen or sta1'shillus 

in every commune, has sent more Georgian priests, haa estabIiRhed 
several I:!chooIs, erected 8heds or court~hollses where trayeUen; Cll.n 

find shelter, and placed its representative at &t.'lho in It positioll to 
command a cerLain amount of respect ftud obedience, The framework 
of local government has thus been laid down, But the macllinery is 
naturally still rude and ineffective. Thul>, fl.t U shkul the St.arshina 
does not understand a word of Russian, and the official documents 
he receives are carefully preserved, unopened and unread , in one 
uf the church chests! Some thieves from Adish (formerly so 
notorious t~ robbers' den that in ] SG4 DI". H.a.dde did not dare 
to pa.ss through it by daylight) stole from our camp in 18Hi what 
they could lay theil' hands on uflder cover of night and 8torm. Bnt 
this was an exceptional experience; RUl>sian justice speedily over­
took the culpriu., and the offence is not likely to be repeated. I 
walked about in 1887 and I H89 alone and uuurmed by day 1111d 
Hight over the hills, ns freely as I should in Switzerland. A 
change is slowly coming over the people: schools, perhaps the 
only effectual civilisers, are doing their work. 

There have been no further serious troubles during- the last 
twenty years. The princet< mediatised, the natives once tn.ught 
the effect of field :lrtillery on their stone walls, and the dis­
comforts of a journey to Siberia, the country has been free from 
public disorders, and private vendettas and robbery ha.ve been 
kept wit,hin limits a tolerant administration may wink at. Since 
in Paris, where a lad'y is in the case, murder if! held no crime, 
it may be lightly punished under similar circumst..'l.nces in the 
Pari of the Dadish Kilians. To wa.ylay a Jew pedlar after he 
has converted his stock into · money may be looked on :ld a 
merry je./:lt, in Suanetia as well il.S in Sherwood. Hut since 1375 
a new gellention has grown up, which knows the meaning of 
'school,' has !earnt to cultivate potatoes and keep bees, and to 
welcome English travellers for the mODey they leave behind them. 
By 1920 it seems probable that the Suanetians will have begun to 
collect cryAtals and make bonquets of yellow lilies-there is not a 
scrap of Edelweiss in the Caucasus; the son of the murdered Jew 
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will have set up n. general store at Hetsho; the priest a.t Mlljal 
will keep a.' Gostinib ... '1. London,' and the villa~e headman will ha.ve 
a roll of porters and a. tariff for the l'uiber ~.nd ZannC'r Passes. 

The Suanetians are a mixed race, a trihc of refugees: t hey have 
the qualitie.'i UN well as the vices of their ancestors, and amongst 
them there ('u'e undoubtedly individuals of capa.city, who, ]lOW that 
recipl'Ocaol sln.lI~hter is forbidden, will turn their wits and energioo 
to some better account,. The pacification of their country without 
serious fighting has been one of the succes"'Ies of the H.l1ssi:tn Ad~ 
ministration ill the Caucasus. It has been effected clliefly by 

patience ill overlooking petty offences und by the g radual ill ­

troduction of some control and new ideas. It is hard ly, howev(~r, 

a cOlJlplete success. I n the san!t' time a more energetic nnd 
we~lthier govern ment might h:~ve spellt mllch more money. and 
done much more for the di~trjct. ItoaOs might have been mad~, 
mineral re.<;ources examined, and perhaps utilised . The defi le vf the 
Ingnr might have been opened. A district of ten t hOUSfLlld in­
habitauts would hardly have been left to be adlllill iHtel'ed hy a. 

Hative ci\'ilian with ten men, lodged in a raw of shlthhy wooden 
sheds. But the Cl.l.lwasian Administration i!) compelled to do its 
work cheaply; 1 it a.ims ,Lt making t hings easy, under certain 
conditions, to the mountain tribes. Its subordinate officials have 
less money and le8..'1 energy to e~rend, and nrc more easi ly influenced 
by their surroundings than Briti~L Civil ittlw. Not infrequently they 
are members of ~ubject ra.ces. So long as they c,u , keep t he pea.ce 
they are apt to let progress shift for it8elf. They avoid. n0 'IOllht, 
some of our mistake!:! a.nd indi.!!cretioIIH; but they are less capahle as 
administrn.tors. So long as Great Britain rnnintains umong Orienta.ls 
her unrivalled reputation for uprightness, ju!'tice, and tolerance, !:Ihe 
need not fear any contrMts that may he drawn by her subjects whell 
the great Empires meet in Central Asia. 

, Aooording to PtOf8llBOt llahn, however, tue fo~e Rt Bet!hn co~t.I the Government nnnun!ly 
300,000 rouble.~. 



CHAPTER XI 

TRAVEL AND M UNTAI TEERING IN UA TETIA 

(1 6 - 7- 9) 

The mountains were all dark with clouds upon their heads. Such n impression I never 
,eceived from objects of sight before, nor do I suppose I ever ClIn again. GI rious Creatures; 
fine old FelloWs I I turn back to the e great plnces, ptuticipating in their greatne . 

" OHARLES LAMB. 

passag through the forest 
of the keni kali from Gebi 
to shkul has been described 
in th pr ceding pages. I 
broke off my story at the 
point where, on a great crocus­
studded hay-meadow, gently 
sloping towards 11:e Ingur, 
the first English explorers of 
the Oauca us cau 1.t sight of 
the black tower : of' ueen 
Thamara's Oastle,' the old for­

tre s that watches the easiest entrance to 'Free Suanetia.' 
As the green featureless glen we were descending opened out 

towards a large1; valley, . a great company of towers met our 
a tonished eyes. We could count at least fifty, <;lustered in three 
separate knots, and mo t of them covereu with a rude white plaster. 

quar in form, they were redeemed from a resemblance to factory 
chimneys by their roofs and battlements, pierced for musketry. 

und their base clustered barn-like dwellings built of dark slate. 
The scene was weird and strange. My mind wand"ered far for a 

230 
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comparison: first to some woodcut familiar in childhood, illus-
tration to Lane's A. rabian Nights, then to Tu can an luugnano. 

We hurried on towards these habitations with all th eagerness 
of men who have been rained on for everal days, and have had 
little to eat or drink beyond high sheeps-brains, wild raspberries, 
and water flavoured with the dregs of tea-leaves. In 1.868 our tent 

I 

was not . waterproof, and our commissariat was simp} in the 
extreme. l We found quarters in a barn slightly above the village, 
a gloomy building without windows. Many of the houses at 

.USllKUL 

Ushkul have no windows, and depend for light on what can pass 
through the chinks between the un mortared stones of the walls. 
In this gloomy lodging we spent two nights and a day, surrounded 
by the most savage and dangerous-looking set of people I have ever 
come across, outsi e Arabia. The men went about armed with 
flint-lock gnns and pistols; eveu the small boys carried daggers. 
Their arms seemed almost their only possessions; their clothes 

1 I observe that a recent traveller, Mr. Trevor-Bttttyc, says of Whymper tents, 'to 
pretend that they are waterproof is not even reasonable humour.' The last I had proved 
perfectly waterproof under the most severe trials possible in a temperute zone. It was IlJade 
by Messrs. Silver, of Willesden canvns. 
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were sheep kins, or rags and tatter , their coats often as not 
sleeveless, their headgear dirty bashliks tied up into turbans, or small 
shapeless pieces of cloth, from the size of a crown-piece upward , 

STREET IN USliKUL 

fastened ou the top of wild, un­
kempt locks. The women were 
as a rule hideous, and their 
dress was shapeleis; the 
children wore a single piece of 
sacking, or nothing at all. We 
could not sit outside ou barn 
without being mobbed: if we 
retreated for peace into the 
black interior, we were pur­
sued by individuals who planted . 
themselves a yard off, took a 
steady stare which lasted any 
time from five to fifteen 
minutes, and then began to 
overhaul our persons, with as 
littl scruple as if we had been 
figures in a waxwork show. 
Here a line had to be drawn 
and the sightseers requested 
, not to touch any of the objects 
exhibited.' But still, on one 

prete t or another, visitors crowded in, and as the day wore on, 
grew more and more aggravating. Towards evening a short 
revolver practice, and a bold statement by our Mingrelian in­
terpreter, an old servant and travelling companion of Gifford 
Palgrave, that our weapons were self-loading, produced a certain 
pause in the persecution. But we barricaded ourselves in for the 
second night, Dot without some apprehension as to how it would 
pass, or how we should get away from the place next morning. 

Our final departure was a singularly dramatic scene, and gave 
promise at one time of a tragic ending. After an attempt on the 
part of the people to separate us, by shutting our interpreter 
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and our Chamoniard, Fran90i Devoua soud, up in the barn, had 
failed, we succeeded in hoisting our slendel baggaO' , partly on th 
one horse we had secured, partly on our wn shoulders. Then 
forming in close order, and holding our revolvers in our hands, we 
made ready for a sudden start. Meantime some of the inhabitants, 
yemng and jabbering, barred the way, others brandi hed swords, 
daggers, eand pistol on either wall of the unk lane which led 
through the village: a few ran off making signs they would fetch 
their guns. The women, screaming and apparently endeavouring to 
restrain the passions of their relations, added to the picturesque 
confusion. 

Things seemed getting worse and worse, and the issue more and 
more doubtful, when a demand of seme sort, shouted out by a man 
on the right-hand wall, suggested a simple stratagem. I flung a 
handful of kopeks into the crowd, and at the same moment w all 
made a sudden push down the lane. The crowd scrambled and 
fought for the coppers, the men in the roadway yielded as the cold 
muzzle of the revolver touched their faces, and in I ss time than 
it has taken to describe the incident, we were out id the hamlet 
and among open fields. With our :fifteen barrels we now felt com­
paratively safe. When roused to passion, the uanetian will 

·occasi6nally use his dagger in open fight-I have mOre than once 
seen daggers drawn-but he munh prefers the safety of a neighbour­
ing thicket, whence he can take a delib rete aim with the h lp of 
his forked gun-rest, and shoot his enemy; unobserved. The owner of 
our horse, a native of another village, who had disappeared during 
the · disturbance, now came up to tender his services and his con­
gratul tions, while our Mingrelian interpreter explained to us the 
voices on the wall: 'Let us tie them up, let us rob, let u kill.' 

Such was my first introduction to Suanetians. It will be 
allowed that, if I h ve written some hard things of them, it has not 
been without provocation. ·There is no doubt, however, that in the 
last twenty-five years the uanetians have changed very much for 
the better. But readers who may be disposed to consider my early 
descriptions overcharged, because more recent experiences do not 
correspond with them, may do ell to look into narratives contem-
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porary wiLh mine. Dr. Radde, the Curator of the Ti£lis Museum, 
was even in 1866 no raw traveller, and this is the account he 
gave of the inhabitants of Jibiani after his first visit:-

C The impression left by my stay at Jibiani cannot exactly be called 
peaceful. Constantly surrounded by from sixty to eighty natives, a.mongst 
whom were many children and even women, it was only by the greatest 
patience and forbearance that we could protect ourselves itom their 
obtrusiveness. Presents, friendliness, and a scrupulous · and often affected 
'lldifference to insolence succeed best with such a people; but there comes 
a point when it is necessary to draw a line, and to take decided measures 
to put an end to their excessive rudeness. 

C During my stay two wounded men presented themselves, and I 
frequently heard gunshots from an old castle called Lenqueri, which stands 

• on the left bank of the Zurischi (1). In this castle lived eight robpel's, 
natives of the neighbouring hamlet of Murkmur, which, with Jibiani, forms 
part of the same community, Ushkul. A quarrel about the pasture-grounds 
had involved the two hamlets in open war, and the bitterness of tlie quarrel 
was such that the whole population took part in it with powder and sbttt, 
two-edged daggers and swords, wbile the robbers issuing from their castle 
carried off at e'Very opportunity the herds of the opposing party, and spread 
murder and rapine through the district.' . 

The Doctor added: 

C Among obis population men are frequently met with who have taken 
two or more lives. Murder is not only sanctioned, but ill many cas~ 
commanded by their code of morality.' 

Certain Georgian writers have argued, on the strengtp. of 
the name Edenis Mta, that the Garden of Eden' was situated 
among the sources of the Rion. They might fairly have gone on 
to suggest that Cain took refuge in Suanetia, and founded that 
'regime of reciprocal assassination' which, according to M. Renan, 
is the earliest e:tage in human society. 

Nineteen years later I returned to 'U shkul. Aher descending 
from the Latpari Pass to the guest-house at KaI, we turned up the 
path that leads to the sources of the Ingur. Except one striking 
glimpse of the Kalde glaciers and J a.nga, there is lit.tIe to see in 
the trough beside the stream until the fifty towers of U shkul 
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Tise among the yellowing barley fields, and the shining crest of 
hkara crowns the green hillsides of the middle distance. I must 

confess that it was not without a certain involuntary tremor that 
I walked between the well-remembered wall , straight . into the 
den of thieves from which we had once been so thankful to escape. 
On my compani9n Fran<;ois Devouassoud's face I noti.ced a more 
than usu~lly pensive air, as if his recollections were too much for 
·him, and he took the occasion to remind me that our camp h d 
been plundered at the neighbouring Adish a fortnight before. Iii 
relief and my pleasure were consequently great when a man dre sed 
as a well-to-do Georgian stepped forward and introduced himself 
to 11S. He proved to be one Bussarion Nikoradse, a uanetian 
orphan, who, I know not why, wa!! educated at government ex­
pense for the priesthood, but has preferred the post of a school­
master at Kutais. Nikorause wa spending his summer holiday 
among his native people, and" he cordially invited me to shar hi 
lodgings- a. room which he had provided with a :Boor, a table, and 
a bedstead, thermometers and a field-glass- luxuries of civilisation 
unique at U shkul. Our host obviously exercised much influence 
over the villagers. The people were in every way strang ly changed 
for the better. Twenty years before every man had seemed to 
hav the terror of sudden death in his eyes- that strange, hunted 
look, as recognisable as the gambler's frown, that marks a land 
ot vendetta. This wild expression was now far less universal. 
When Mr. Phillipps-Wolley passed in 1882, the priest dared not 
eject the turbulent crowd from his room 1 st he should be shot 
for his pains. Now I was left in undisturbed quiet in our lodging, 
and was seldom mobbed in my frequent rambles. Provision were 
supplied without difficulty, and the three horsemen whom we 
subsequently secured to go with us to Gebi served us with some­
thing Ie s than the usual Caucasian intractability. Even paper­
money had a purchasing power, and payments no longer had to be 
made in piles of metal kopeks. After all, the change has been 
gradual compared to that effected in Hunza, where the greatest 
brigands of Central Asia served contentedly as Sir Martin onway's 
porters a year after the British occupation of their fastnesses. 
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During my stay of nearly two days I was able to do full 
justice to the sights of U shkul. There are two castles: one close 
to Chubiani, the other high on the hillside, which-according to 
local tradition-were Queen Thamara's winter and summer resi­
dences. Thamara, as I have noted elsewhere, plays in the Cau­
casus the part as an architect taken by Alexander in Syria, the 
Saracens in the Alps, and the Devil generally. Ever~h[ng re­
markable in the way of buildings is placed to her credit. 

During my stay I never tired of sitting on the rocky knoll 
crowned by the black towers of the lower castle, and watching 

WATERMILLS AT USHKUL 

the lights and shadows shift on the 
grey cliffs and white glaciers of 
Shkara. When the eyes needed rest 
there was the village beneath me; , 
I could watch all that was going on 
in these primitive homesteads; It 
was not very much. There was lilty 
to be brought in on wheelless wains, 
drawn by oxen, there was corn to be 
beaten out on the paved threshing­
floors, which form a sort of terrace 
outside the houses, or to be ground 
in the little watermills beside the 
stream, cakes to be baked, a sheep, 
perhaps, .to be killed and cut up. 
Little boys, perched on the rude 

boards set with stones which are used as threshing implements, 
exhorted their beasts with odd cries, while their parents, clad in 
sad grey rags, superintended the business. Other children played 
a rough game in which an old cap was scrimmaged for. 

My host acted as cicerone. We visited the r~mains of the 
chapel in the Castle; we wandered up to the church which stands 
isolated above the hamlets. I was taken to a certain historical 
barn, where I was told a party of Franks had many years before 
been entertained. I remembered that 'entertainme~t' very well. 
Two or three young trees planted in front of the church represent 
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an ancient. sacred grove which has been destroyed by weather or 
war. Throughout uanetia there are traces of tre -wor hip in 
early times. In several of the villages 8: ingle tre of great e 
and size is found near the church on a sort of village gr en with, 
beneath its shade, ancient tombstones, and a stone eat apparently 
used in village assemblies.} We saw the outside of ~l hunter's 
home w4ere Mr. Phillipps -Wolley was lod ed, decorated with 
'fifty off-forepaws of bears in varying ' 
stages of decomposition.' I went 
carefully over the house and tower 
in which our host had constructed 
his apartments; it varied little, if 
at all, from that I have described 
in the la t chapter. 

I naturally did not limit my ex­
ploration to the three villages that 
form U shkul. A pleasant walk of 
two or three hours up the grassy 
dale of the Ingur lead to the 
junction of the Shkara and Tuam­
kuam Glaciers at the very base of 
the enormous cliffi of the reat chain. 
The ice is in retreat, and has left 
behind it a tract which is full of 

TilE n UNTER'S lT01lE, U lTKUL 

interest for the student of glacier action. As far as I can learn 
from their ' works, some English glacialists are not much given to 
studying the Reports of the United tates urvey. It seems to 
me a pity, for they convey useful cautions to the inconsiderate 
advocates of glacial erosion. H re, in front of the Ingur Glacier, 
were to be seen on a small scale, as in a model, most of the 
features found on he outer edge of the reO'ion once covered by 
the great North American ice-flood. Within the limits marked 

1 For the Caucasus, see Bell's and Longworth'~ Travel. in Oirca"ia; generally Fmzer'a 
Golden Bough, VGI. i., and Fergusson's Tree and Serpent Worship. imilar stone' hairs of 
Justice' are foun in lome of the villagea of Val de Lys, Bouth of Monte Rosa. ee Bro8set's 
Rapport. Ittr 'Un voyage archeologigue dan. la Georgie et dans l'Armenie, 1 47-48. 
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by the half-do;;,en gre:~t erratic blocks, mnged in I~ curve, which 
mark the terminru moraine of the lnst advance, there is a. senes 
of mounds and pools, formed by the damming of streams. Of 
lowering in the trough of the v,Jley Lhare i@ no sign wlmtever. 

Above the meeting of" the i(;e-streams and on their true left 
lies the Belvedere Alp of the CaUCMlIl>. After a steep climb I 
found myself in It lovely meadow, t.he nearest to the ,Imows of 
nn army of green hills, unbroken by copse or wood, except here 
and there hy a slender birch or l\ tangle of t he cream rhodo­
dendron. The surface was one sea, of flowers, pink ami white 
daisies, gentians, forget-me-nots, and waving gmsses. The spot 
was not. however, altogether unknown to man, for, wading an kle­
deep in the thick bright ca5pet, I found on the brow which 
commanded the best view of the mO\lntnim~ two stone-men:- no 
common stone-men, but carefully built pyramids tapered up with 
scrupulous neatness to a point. Could they be the worlc- of 
Russian Surveyors 1 Hardly , for at that time the new map w,:s 
only in contemplation in this di ... trict, and it would be an insult. 
to the maker of this portion of the five· verst map to suppose! that 
if he had really visited the ground he would have misrepre8ented 
it as he has. I would rather believe that some bold hunter raised 
these piles as altars to tha.t Spirit of the Surnmits who- as the 
ballad tells-lAd. astray the udventurous MeLki. . . 

,\\Tlw6ver the builder may have been, he showed his taste. The 
view from this point is unsurpassable of its kind. The source of the 
Ingur lies below; the spectator stands 011 a level with the sllow-basin 
out of which rise the great rock-walls and buttreSAes that support 
t he five peaks of Shkara. They carry snow and ice to an extent 
hardly ever seen in the Alps. This richness of frozen hangingt. is 
a joy to the tnweller, but a terror to the climber. To the right 
stretcbes the long and formidable crest, reached from this side 
by an Alpine party in 1893. and ill 1895 from the Dykhsu basin, 
which extends to Nuarnkttarn. 

I despair of creating in the minds of those who have not travelled 
in Suanetia any true picture of the extraordinary sublimity of the 
face of the Caucasian chain that overlooks the Ingur sources. 
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There is nothing in the Al ps to compare to the vicw from the 
ridge above Adish ; on one side Shkara, and .lang-a, on t he othf':r 
the ideal glacier, that wonderful ice-fall wb ich ponn~ down i ll O H(l 

unbroken cataract from under the white pyramid of' Tf't ll uld, (~ 

mountain a.s high as Mont Blanc :tnd M, graceful as the \Veisshorn. 
And as (~ background to t his magnificence thero is ( t wide western 
view {J\'~r leagues of roll ing hills awl delicately curved spnrs, 
where, ringed in hy peaks too llllmcrom~ to lIe named, Ushha and 
the Laila first catch t he eye, t he leaders of it host once strnnge 
and indistinguishable, now shapes and names familiar to Illany of 
Ollr countrymen. 

The Italian side of Monte Hosa is cut up into scctions by t he 
high lateral ridges that divide thi valleys and abut against it 
The-southern f<tces of Shkilra., J anga, and 'l'etnuld are ouly sepamt.ed 
by such low banks as tlie Cui de hl Seignc, and from ally cmillP.llco 
they come into view together. 

No doubt the aspectA of natnre viewed by the prisuner hetw~en 
high uwuntain walls are often extremely impressive. Bll t most 
of us, I t hink, in the long-run prefer the broader landscapes, which 
admit all tbe infinite variety of light and shadow, of atmosphere 
and distance. Space, light lind shadow are the characteristics of 
Suane.tia.. It,'! »eenery has no parallel in the Alps, or elsewhere in 
t he Caucasus. The traveller feels his Henses iuadequate; he lon6'li 
for a Illemory to carry away more of tile beauty that, is set hefo}'e 
him in such profusion. 

I ha.ve been tempted for convenience of contrast t.o t hrow 
toget,her my two visits to Ushkul. The rest of my Suaneti,.n 
experiences I shall deal with in chronological order. In 1868, 
after escaping from our barn, we were led by a native, who must 
ha.ve had an exceptional number of vendettas on hand, by a cu riously 
circui~us path ru. far as Lat.al. I n place of following the direct 
track down the main stream of the Ingur, or .crosRing into the basin 
of the Mujala.liz, we were taken up the glen of Kalde, not. however. 
by the proper pI.!-th. for the villagers of Iprari were among our 
horseman!s numerous enemies. Perhaps we did well to avoid them. 
tor they were the men who treacherously slew two Russian officers 
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in 187G. The laRt time I pMsed in sight of their homes their 
towers had been razed to the gruund, nnd a few selected ruffians 
were enjoying free quarters in Siheria. But we illllucent stmngt'rR 
did not suspect the object of our deviations, l1nd were well COIl­

tent to he brollght back to t he glaciers. 
We hun-ied through ill-famed Adish, tl,ud, leaving b(,hind us 

the comparntiveiy hare glem; of the I ngur sources, fol)o-,\-etl fo r 
miles t he low spur which, projecting froUl the ha,sc of Tctlluld, 
separates t he narrow t rench of the Ingur from the broader vulley 
d the l\1l1lkhut'a, known as the 1\fujalal iz. 

This brow is a more or less level lllitHraJ t errace some ten 
miles in length. The walk along it. is the most be,mtiful I knon' 
in any mountain country. ~owhen~ else do the ~lUbl i lllit)' of 
snows and the bea.utyof woodlands H() completely j oin hands. N o 
descriptions c:tn c.onvey, except to a vcry sympathetic reader, WIIO 
supplies a great deal from his own expericllce and imaginatioJ), the 
faintest ide;). of the natural channa here lmited. 

A map, if he can read one--few Englishmen, and hardly ally 
Engli shwomen, kllow how much instruction, what romantic pictures 
ma.y he derived from maps~a map to those who can profit by i t may 
give liome suggestiolls of the viewli tha.t meet the traveller in every 
direction. Overhead soars the splendid pyramid of Tetnuld. On 
one side the eye rauges d OWll the deep pine-.::bd defile of the Ing ur 
to where the triple crest of the Laila. sends down long glaciers into 
the forests. I t follows the great !;Weep of the nmin chain, from the 
towers. of Ushhn .. round to the massive crags of Tikteugell, tru.cks 
the glaciers ttl:i they .wind between granite precipices, until, at the 
edge of t he fo rests, t hey release t heir streams to dance do,'m ·among 
the meadow", and corn-fields of the Mujalaliz, the valley of towers. 

A II these visions the map may suggest to such Alpine tmvellers 
M can read. itg shorthand. But the beauty of the foreground is 
beyvnd all p'1ssible anticipa.tion. Level lawllS 0f smooth, lately 
mown turf are surrounded or broken by thickets of laurels, rhodo­
dendrons, and azaleas. Yellow lilies, lupines, and mallows flower 
amongst them; bluebells and campa.nulas carpet the ground. 
Woods of ash, hazel and fir, beech, birch and pine offer a pleasant 
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flhade. A painter mi~bt camp here for a mont.h, and, if be clmld 

imbuc lJimself with the spirit of the BCelltll'Y, Ll'ing- 11l1),W ,o;kl'it,IH'." 

which would astonish those who think mnllntain lamifo\(':\pes ar~ 

wanting in variety, Im-tund cOlllposiLion, atIIIOS]lilerC, and ('~)rO\l l', 

11'1 1868 we followed, Ilwrc 01' les!!, t h is gl()riou~ terrace ahlHlRt 

to La.tal. Very milch hewildered :oJ the h ill-patll!'. we were led 
a long, we" did not :tppreciate the I'ea.<;oll of OIJI' meaJ)(h~I'R 111 1:lct, 

0111' track wa.., still regulated by the \,Iood·femli'i or om h Or!olClllell, 

and the oonsequent need. they i(lit to keep clear of the hamlets of 
t heir encmies, 

Onr second g reat H(lnsat.ion on my /irst vi,:;it. was the view we 
enjoyed Oil lt dear 1Il01'llin~ fl'O!H tlw lwow l/Ctwcen Lata l alld 
Betsho, I II:lVO crosscd t.hat lit.t le . pa!;!; five t,illl t'S, Ilesi!l\'s spellCl­

iug tme IOllg :;ol ita ry fhy in strollillg allOllt. i~s I'Y-I'ililts, i ca ll see 
a_,> J shut Illy eyes how ihe birches :;rollp thcmselv~:'i, how ~hl' p.1.th 

winch., tho exact corncl' whcre M (.(1\'C si"l.d still illid Slwlltl',11 ilS 

Ushba lin,st l)l'oke 0 11 our ;n;i(.nisiJed p.yes, It." l,eltks had III' t(, 

that lIIonHmt Leen concealed hy clOlld/;, l'IO t hat it \;il lllC 111'011 m; 

with all t.be force of a complete surprise. The viow of tim 
llloulitain is not pcrfect; the rock-!,;~ : I'()CII 011 tltl' west, wltil' l. for 
t he present may bc called the Ma~eri l'eak, ltid(~s p;ut or ib; 
!t;\Sc; the crosts are neither wJJol1y uetadl('d, fl Ol' docs Ol W st.:tlJ( ] 

in solitary gmndclIr; the bjJ(:(:1."l.i())' is a li tLlt, t.oo lIHH:h II IH_h·), tlte 

g'l'eat IlI tL'lS, But thc dimensiolls t.ell: faucj' YOill'Self at. COrlllayell)', 
and in tile place of the Aigllille ~ lll Gcant i~ MatterhvrI' of ih(' lteight, 
of Mont Blanc, You wOllill have tile Coullterpart of t.lle I't,htiollS 

of Ushha wit h Bclbho, and tbe CalleaSIlS l'),o\,jdt:~ as a. lure­
g round t he loveliest woodland hw18ca],e imagi nable. 

That brief vision of the sUlIulli ts, OIlC of tiw few \\'e bad ill 

i:lllanetia in 18(i8, W<l.~ S001l o\'e1'; the mists :Igaill wmppeli n)\Jml 
them. W e went 0. , our way past the hroad me~ldow, then tCllaut· 

le88 but for hlly makers, w],ete Bet.sho was to l,c c)'ei~ted ill a.fte r 
years. I t was not ulLtil we readied Pari, the old seat of the 
Dudish Kilian who slew hi s (; OVCrlIOI' , tlmt we fiHllu l }{m;sians, 
the first we had seell since le:wing Kasbek . Thesc were ten Cus­
sacks, on whose good ottices we relied fol' our transj,ort In 

VOL. I. Q 
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crossing the chain. Our pa sage of the Don usorun Pass will 
find its place on a later. page. 

r must now ask the reader to leap nineteen years, and join 
M. de Dechy and myself on our descent from the great glaciers 
that separate the head - waters of the Baksan from the Asian 
slope. The valley of the Mulkhura is divided by nature into two 
basins; the highest, known as the Muj~Jaliz, is a broad smiling 
oasis of corn-lands and meadow. Below a ravine lies the second 
basin, that of Mestia, partly devastated by the torrent from the . 
Leksur Glaciel'. 

r and my companion had with us three Chamonix guides, and 
some eight U ru bieh men as porters. We were consequently no 
small addition to the society of M stia, and on our arrival had, 
a usual, to be 'at home ' to the entire population. • 

The first mark of progre s was that we had a roof to be at 
home under, a modest wooden shed or Cancellaria; the next was 
the presence of a representative of order, responsible to the 
Government, in the shape of a burly uanetian, whose chain and 
medal-like a waterman's badge-proclaimed him to be th Mayor 
or tarshina. He was a very big man, of wild aspect, . with a 
broad face like a Nineveh Bull. A very small sharp boy acted 
as his interpreter. The acquirements of this precocious youth were 
explained when, on my afternoon stroll, r came acro s a school­
house, a wooden cottage, the walls of which were pasted with 
newspaper pictures of single Cossacks pursuing Turkish armies, 
and of common objects of civilisation, some of which must have 
sorely puzzled the ' brains of the young Suanetians. It was holi­
day time; the master was absent. The environs of the village, or 
rather villages-for Mestia consists of several hamlets and n0 less 
than seventy towers-are charming. Close to the guest-house is 
a very ancient birch-tree, with stone seats under it. The open 
ground is fringed with azaleas and rhododendrons, the ' glacier 
streams meet in a birch-hung cleft resembling the gorge at 
Pontresina, and at an amazing height in air the spire of Tetnuld 
flushes red in the face of the sunsets. The peak farther off, 
seen over its northern slope, is Gestola. 
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It is a pleasant ride of about two hours, or a much pleasanter 
walk-for in Suanetia the bridle-lanes are stony ditches, while 
the field footpaths rEmemble those of (lur own country- down the 
open valley to Latal. For most of the way the traveller p ses 
between barley-fields divided hy neat wattled fences. Th fore­
grounds are shifting combinations of golden grain, white towers, 
and graoeful birches. On the slopes of the middle distance the 
sombre tints of the evergreen forests lie like shadows across the 

~UANKTJAN 1l0 M KSTEAD 

brighter hues of the beech, poplar, and alder groves. In eith~r 
direction the view is closed by noble snow-peaks, the Laila in 
front, Tetnuld behind. 

At Lenjer, a group of hamlets about half-way to Latal, there 
is a church with a exagonal apse. The masonry is very superior 
to that of the houses or towers, the blocks being of limestone and 
carefully squared. The external walls are frescoed after the manner 
of an Italian chapel. There are some graves near the church, and 
others near an old fir-tree, which has stone seats under it, as at 
Mestia. The ra.rity of graves in Suanetia is striking. This strange 
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people will bury t~eu: dead anywhere. l M. Levier was in 1890 
pre ent, at Pari, at the exhumation by the Russian official of the 
corpse of a victim killed in some private feud. It had been laid a 
foot or two under the common path. The uanetians, it appears, 
have this much rever nee; they object strongly to the face-cloth 
being raised, and it would be as much as an official's life is 
worth to do so. 

Latal is a very large group of villages, the lowest in Independent 
uanetia. Its hamlets stand on knolls, many of them obviously 

ancient moraines, above the junction of the Ingur and the MUlkhura. 
The vegetation shows traces of a warmer climate, and walnuts 
abound. The homesteads are Ie s crow'ded, and stand apart in the 
fields. There are two or thre churches or chapel , and the apse 
of one is d corated externally with an arcade. They are 'all 
kept locked up, and on none of my vi its have I succeede . in 
getting acce to them. The women are more prominen~ here 
than in the upper villages, and occupy their full share 'of the 
ring that ulTounds the traveller who halts for lunch under the 
shade of the great village sycamore. n one of my visits the 
c.ommon fountain, a long wooden trough, was in use as a bath 
by a lady of th locality, who seemed but little embarrassed 
at the appearance of strangers. 

Beyond the familiar little pass that leads to Betsho we found 
the new capital of uanetia. Betsho is as much an official 
and artificial creation as t. Petersburg it elf. But very little 
ruoney and not too much energy has gone to its erection. An 
unfriendly critic rDight describe it as two wooden sheds and a 
bungalow. In the modest bungalow lives the Priestav, or Com­
mis ioner, as he may be called, who rules Suanetia. The shed 
opposiit: his house, once a barrack, is now a ruin, and untenanted 
save by a casual Mingrelian, who has established himself, with 
his poultry and a few barrels of wine, in a ftoorless, half-roofed 
corner of it. The upper shed, a long, low building built across the 
valley, contains the quarters of the police staff, and a ancellaria 

I Levier, A traver, le Oauca,e. 1 94. 
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or courthou e, sometimes placed at the dispo 01 of traveller. Th 
slopes of the valley of the Dola torrent are well wood d, its 
bottom is open and cultivated, and th towers of two con id rabl 
villages rise among its meadows. The view up it is clo by tb 
great peaks of U hba. Their vertical height above th court­
house is 10,700 feet, and their distance under ten miles. 

The • attraction of U hba, which acts as a candle to th 

TUJII OOVER NarENT JlUILDINOS, BE'l'8JlO 

Alpine moths who gyrate round it, carele s of all else that Ii s cl · e 
at hand, enerally keeps Engli h visitor at Betsbo. It affords, 
however, from wany points of view, the worst quart rs in uanetia. 
P rovi ions are scarce, and horses or porter often unprocurable. 
The natives being accustomed, perhaps, to be requisitioned for 
publ ic se vice, are not eager to meet the r quirements of the 
Priestav's guests, and in that official' absence his subordinates 
are not always cordial in their reception of strangers. It is 
po sible, however, to get large Ru sian loaves baked here, and 
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these are almost indispensahle to travellers who do not Lake for 
tl!elllsel ves. 

On t he first day of our stay in 1887 the weather WaI; unsdtled, 
lLnd 1\1. de Dechy W:IS occupied with hj,s phutographic :~ppnmt.1I8 

and other details. Acconli llgly, I started without hinl f01" an 
exploration of Ushbn., taking with me two of my ChahJoui:wds. 

W e were off itt !") A.M. An hour's walk across m W.)WS n.nd 
corn-land up the open valley brought \1S to Mazen , n pictures'jue 
vi llage overshadowed hy a castle of the Dadish KilianH. Here 
the Oul glen, which leads st.raight lip to the small gl:\-jer that 
lies under t Ile easterll clifit; of UslliJ:l, falls into the Betsllo 

valley. At the allglc we attempt,ed a short cut, with t he resu lt 
Ilsllnl in SU:llletia: we imhe6ded ourselves in all impenetrahle 
tangle of hazels fwd uY.ulc:t.... After Lhis ex perience we hun;hiy 
asked our \\'ay at t he IW.xt fannhollse to tlw led"/(i~:,' which 
is Russian for glacier. To O\lr surprise we were ll lJderstood, 
und directed to a beaten llorse-track, illlpr'l\"cd for t.he benefit 
of the Russian officers, who selld up oce:u;ionally in summer for a 
load of ice. 

The path motlnLed stendily th rough It fir forest, a.wl then 
traversed flowery pa.~tnres. The wh it e d ouds pla.yed in and out 
between the t wo great peaks; toward" noon they lifted. By t hat 
ti mo \\"e were level wiLh t he middle I"f'gioll of t he g laciel', and it 
hcCl)me necessary to COIl sider llOw far our rcconlmissl1nce I:iLo\lld 
be p"siJed. Si ll ce t he sky seemed to promille a few fine \Jon!"s ] 
set my heart on gain ill~ the top of t Il e cmg opp('site Ushba., wllich 

forms t he sout h-east extremity of t ho f:!emicircie of rooks that 
ellcircle the head of the Gul Glacier. I n such neighbourhood it 
l;howcd on ly as t he footstool of Ushb:L; yet a snmmit of over 
12,000 ft:<"lt/ the height of the W ctterLorn, may be cul led a 
mountain c ... en in t he Caucasus. 

The glacier pours down in a short ice· faJl- easily turned by 
the rocks on its left bank-from a recess between the base of the 
two great t.owers and our ~ummit-Gulba, I propose to call it. 

(Mr. VQllkin, from ol ",ervatjoD~ while "lim Ling on Ushbt. ,estilnl1U'd the height or Gulba 
a. 12,:>00 fee t.. The Gullm of the one-vern mnp ie II. much lower ,ulll llli t. 
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The momiues uf t ho Gul Glacio1' ar<;J gigalliie <"mil uut of :dl 
proportion t o i t-~ l> ize, Their dimellsiotls Lecollw iIlS!.I·lll;t.inJ w\tell 

their true ori~in ha-s heen recoglJ ise(t. Tbey rOp1"08(,l ot not t.he 
excavating capacity of t his fHlIall, ;\ml not very steep, i c('-stl"l':IlU, 

hilt t he ext-cnt and looseness of the clill~ that im rrol1nd its "11/;"/. 
They are formed of ihL mis-'1iles t.he demoll of Ul;hha iii consta nt 1)' 
hurling across tlte patl J of his ass;)ilallb::. These \"a .. <;t pill' . .; of 
!-Ipent proj<..'Ci.iles may well give cause lor l"cflcct.ioll to tbo.'le who 
do not feel confidcn t t hat di lllhing ~~ frol';en cbilllney \lnder (in~ 

is altogether a rcn.sonn.hle form of rcr.:r('·at.ion. The calltion if-; t ht~ 

more called for, m; from thil; point of view tilo propoltions of t.iw 
great lIlonn tain are not fully tli ~l'la'ye tl, awl its clins cOllceal ~OHII ' 

of their terror.'S. • 

"Now we were n.t its very hl~e. Ushha lookcd le~f.! /(Il'ldirhhlll than 
mi).{ht htwe been expcct.ed; k'Ss fUl'lIIid:d,l(l tllaH it if! ill reality . 
The 'Meij e a nd t.he eimo!l della. I" lla. Imvc eertaillly hoth lL 

greater air of inacce~sibi li ty. The mOlltlt.ail1 is, of C(l\l I"HC. Ull.l(..:h 

f'ol"e~hOl"tellcd. It must, be l"~meJ)lhel"ed , :dso; tll<tt I.he gl'eat Hl1o\\' ­

trough hetweeu t he peaks i.':I miIH'1' dangcl"Olts alld laboriolls than 
Ilifliouit. ,"Vere it not /or the missiles-stolles and icicles- tlJ:tt. 
sweep it frolll Linle to tillie, the :lS\.l('l lt to t,h~ sadd :c wOHld HOt. 

he 1'(1)'01\(1 lite powers of :U1Y strl)])g party whell t.he slr'l,es arc 
in f:III ' conditioll. .Mr. Cud·:in calli\.' dOWI1 thel ll ill tlltJ dark. 
and witlz < one shoe ofr'! The r(lckf.. (.f t.he southerll l'I'ak are 
vcry IOrln/(hu le, fwd it ;;(~(,!HS douhtflll wln.:tJu.!l" flon j"itl;:c k:IUillg' 

to the top from the saddle C:lil he c1i/llllcd dil·('dly. T!, erc I1my 

he other way", either on tIm western or eaSLf"l"lI j:u'(l of th,: 
fi.na.l pea.k. Posl>ibly its conquerors will , :U-I ill t.he case of tllc 

Matterhorll, reach it. l,y disrcg:lJ"lling aH,(,gf>t!ler tIle track:-; ot" 
tl,eir predecessorli. Very lilvollr .... ble (:01IditiOl IS, Ilow{;vor, will l,e 

required for the ruv:cut 
The k.ca.l conditions in .July IR87 wt;r~ J the reverse of fav()!!r . 

able. Never in the Alps Jt:-wc r h('ard a mountaill keep lip fvr 
hours n. continuons dis('harge ofmilliatmc avabnclleR. On the whole 
of the nppt)r slopes the HUlfaco S!JOW, unde!" the influence of tho 
mid-day sun, WaH peeling off. It wus not falling ill masscl'l, but 
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sliding gently dowm ards. When, by climbing some banks of 
broken rocks, we had overcome the ice-fall, we found it almost 
more than we could do to plough up the first slope of neve. The 
surface gave way at ev'ery step under om: fe t. The stillness of 

• GULDA 

the upper air was broken by a singularly soft and ominous hiss­
ing sound, like that made by a disturbed snake. 

The rocks on our right were steep, but our best chance was 
clearly to grapple with them at once. We took advantage of a 
sort of shelf, by which, with more labour of arms than legs, we 
raised ourselves on to the western buttress of our peak. It 
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projects into the neve, part of which flows from a reces b hind 
it. Beyond this snow, at a distance of a few hundr d yards, a 
pair of rocky pinnacles divided us from the basin of the halaat 
Glacier. The rocks were probably not more difficult than those 
leading up to the Schreckhorn attel. The impres ion th y made 
on me was probably due to the quantity of ice and 100 e snow 
spread about them, and also not a little to the superabundance 
of loose boulders. Latter-day wiss climbers can hardly realis 
the extraordinary service that ha been rendered them by their 
predecessor in clearing the ordinary tracks up rock-peaks of 
treacherous handholds. 

At the point where we first looked direct ly down a grim 
preCIpice on to the Chalaat Gla<!ier, the crest of the mountain 
na~rowed to a thin comb. We made the cliffs smoke with th 
boulders we dislodged for safety's sake. But the climbing wa 
not difficult, and we speedily g!1ined the n arest summit. Th re 
was a second beyond, perhaps a foot or two hiO'her. An ic -gully 
separated them, but with a little delay we crossed it, and at 3 P.M. 

- in three hour from the lower glacier- were installed on our 
belvedere. 

From Betsho, I must confess, Gulba is 'a poor thing,' blunt and 
stumpy; but when on the top one discovers that the mountain is 
in fact a wedge, and a very thin one. The cliff on the east is, from 
the picturesque point of view, perpenuicular, and stones sent down 
it towards the Chalaat Glacier disappeared at (')Dce from sight, 
leaving behind them a sulphureous reek. 

, Animi causA. devolvere rupcm 
Avulsam scopulo placet, ac audire sonantem 
Haud secus ac tonitru scopulis dum immurmumt altis," 

writes,! in his clu sy hexameters, an old S\yiss Latinist. This 
pleasure we enjoyed for a minute or two, but as soon as we had 
cleared a solid space to sit down upon we found something better 
to do than to imitate such medireval frivolity. 

Gulba may be a little mountain, but it i a great view-point. 
The sky overhead was ominous, but the lower clouds bad lifted, 
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as they often Jo before a storm, and nothing was hidden from us 
except the actual tops of tIle Central GrOll!" 'l'etuuld and it-a farther 

neighbom s. Beyond t he highe~t reservoirs of t he western hr:1.nch 
of the Chll.lnat Glacier rose two spires of !'>n')w, part of Chatllintau. 
Almost at our feet lay the meeting.placC' of thFl Clt:da:dj aud the 
Leksllr glaciers. The great hasin of the Lehmr Glacier and t he 

ridges round it wore Rpread out M on a map. All ' Free Suanetia ' 
was laid as flo carpet before lIS- - a ma7.e of low smooth ridges and 
deep glens, heig h ts clothed in shadowy forests, JlO.llowS where the 
shafts of sunshine played Oil yellowing kl.rl ey-fic1ds and towered 

"illages ::l.Ild white torrent-bet.ls. The long elwin of t he Laih 
lifted its g laciers on high; t hfly showed ,IS 1~1 1t, strea ks und er t he 
storm -clouds adv:1.IJ(;ing from t~ c Hl:tck ::5030. Beyolld tb(, l ngll r, 
f.u' off in Abklmsia, W(~ lloticed another glacicr -hearing crc:-!t, part. 
of the soutlttll"ll iimestoues, From tlll:,se d istant ohjects Lhe eycs 
returned t.o rest on the vast bulk of Ushlm, the erv;tcrn fjlO6 of 
which was full y fli spla,p·(J. From t hig heig h t its el itE; and iet~­

raked slopes looked far more formidable than fro] 1I t he lowe]' 

glacier_ 
The first p:u-t of" the descent demanded c:~n: , Ii>\' t Ile loose bou ldcr,. 

were part icularly troublesOluc_ As SOt,]! .. . <; it t-;eemecI to Ill !;: safe, 

[ g:l.Vtl tilt:: (wder to try the SIlOW in the lJay O il our rig-lit. Tbe 
!-lJopos we re not crev:1ssed , nor was Li wir an;:.;le steel' enollgh to 
Illake the t(, lldC]lCY of the su rfiwe to slide all)' d::\llger ill tile desct'nL 
'Ve !'tide clown in fi ftt'cn nl:nutes, on little nvalalH:hes of Oll r () wn 
shrLi] lg, a dist;lllCO we !tar! takell two hOllrs to climh hy the rock!-l. 

As AOorl as the rope could be tn"kon of 1', I Iefl-. t he g\lide~ to 
follow at t heir lei r; lll'e, :(nd /jet 011' Ilt my best pace I;w tile va ll ey. 
The great pea.ks \\"(' I"e already black wit h t.llllndcr-c1oltd;.;, 11.nd it 

seemt;r! 0111y u question of minlltcs wiJf'n t he ~Lorm would Lre:l k. 
At the f,lOt of' the descent 1 fou/IIl a camp had becll set up 

since the moming I,y Prince 'Vi ttgen::;teill and l'rmce Sherva .. ",hi{h:i . 

The former, who Ita." s ince died, was a. Russiml officer who Ilad 
held high posts in Central Asia. H e tn.lked Ellglish perfectly_ 
The latter is a Caucasian nohle. Their camp wa.<J interesting as 
an example of the old native LuLits in travel, Four solid atems 



TRAVEL AND i\[O l) NTAJ-:-JEER]NG l~ XlJANETlA 251 

had been first fixed in the ground, and. cross· beams l\:1.iled t o t.!WIJl 

to support walls and a roof On this simple framework houghs 
were being dexterously wnvell by :l, (~rowd of' caJ\lJ ' - ii)J1owcr~. 

Bright Persian rt1~:. and saddl ebags were spread on t li/' gl'llund 
and gave colour to the scene. In settled wcather life in till l'h an 
I~rbonr must be a.greeable, and even DB a rru uy day ~he OWIH' \' of 
many Uo,.rkas C,U} dcfend hillll>clf from a perpetua.l dripping. What. 
success the Princes met with ill t he objcct of t hei r travels, t ile 
search f OI" gold, I nevel' le;1f1lt.. 

'FoUl' hours after leaving t he t.op of Gulba. [ pu.'!hed. open the 
door of the court holl!,;e at Betsho, und (liscovcl'ed 111)" compani(1)) 
sedulously immersed in those tirAsomf' occu pat.io))>; ''"!t iel! are th", 
pri ce the moun tain photographer l"LJs fot- h i:;:; snecessps. 

two yean_ later, in 1889, I ag:c in fOllwl m)'~d f in t;'.I:tlJuti:'!, this 
time with my friend Capt<lill Powell , aH the guests of Pri nce A t.a!" 

Dudish Kilian , t he rcpl'csentativft of the old prilledy nultily who 
wen~ once t he !'ulen:; of Lower SI!aneti:. amI "till hold the dOC1l1))Colt. 

by which tile Tsar Nicho!as confi rmed t hcm in their rights as lewlal 
lords of t he country. Ezeri, the Prince's resideJJ ce, cunsist,,:; of a 
numher of' fl etat:hed t.owered hamlets, "proud over a ]n·oad Hhel!' of 
sloping meadow-land SOJ]le (;000 feet a.b",V(l tlt e "etc, :wd oilly a. few 

miles west ()f Uf1tsho. The situati olt is pleru;ant and pictn!'e~que. 

Bcyond the 1ngur the ~mows :1.IH1 forest.,..., (If the La ila [H·e all in 
sight; Ushba SI IOWS its enormous tUl>b o\'er the low hill 1.('h ind 
the vilbg('$; (town the valley there i:;:; a line '.' iew {.ow:lnls the 

gorge of the 1nh>'11 r. 
Th~ Prince, 1I0wa man in tJle prime of life, was ud ucatcli ;:t. 

Odessa, and then scnt to travel on g:overll! tl cnt busi ltCHH in .1 ;].1':1.11 and 
l\l anchuria. H e spel~k.s French, and is nn educat.ed gentleman. 
None the less JIe pl lLYH t he pal't of a native )whlc in t he ltlonnt.aill 
home to which Ii,," htl!! beell allowed to return. H e li ves like a 
feudal chief in t he Middle Agefl, slll'rollJ)d cd by retailt erf>, and 
receives his rents ill services u.nd in kind. He keeps more or ICH8 

open house to guests. From the old home of hiH family Le Hends 
out his messengers to Ossctiu. to buy horses, to SUbl'(lidi for 
provisions, to Kutais for household neces8:tries. He hm. extensive 
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pos essions, ma.ny ca tles and farm-houses in the valley and 
pastures on the hills. His horses are kept in summer at an 
establishment in the forest west of the Laila, on a track that leads 
to Lentekhi. 

He has abandoned rus old castle, and built for himself a wooden 
house in the form of a large Swiss cottage. An outside staircase 
leads through a balcony to a large hall, furnished with heavy 
wooden benches and vast chairs, such as might serve as stage 
furniture for ~J{acbeth. The inner apartments are provided with 
Per ian divans. Meals are served in the hall, and the waiters ,~ 

native retainers, who join from time to time in the conversatIon. 
The fare is abundant, and every meal ends with an Orienta! dish as 
old a Isaiah-curds and honey. The chief ornament of the table is 
a noble silver bowl of Persian workmanship. We had as felfow­
guests a Mohammedan chief from the Karatshai, and another 
member of the Dadi h Kilian family, with a very pretty bride from 
Kutais. Tho day after our arrival was Sunday. To our astonish­
ment we were awakened by a church bell. We could hardly believe 
that we were in uanetia. The eorgian priest lately established 
at Ezeri held a service in the half-ruinous church, which stands in 
a beautiful situation on a brow beyond the village, approached by 
an agreeable footpath between the barley-fields. The congregation 
muster outside the church. We were too late for the service, but 
were allowed to inspect the repousse silver images studded with 
rough turquoises still preserved in the interior. 

The rest of the day was given over to sports on the green 
before the Prince's house. N ative spirit~ brewed from barley, was 
handed round to the 'men in loving cups, various games were 
played, the women danced, and the boys tumbled about with some 
young bears which had been caught in th forests. 

Our supper, which was seldom served before 10 P.M., was 
followed on this occasion by the entrance of a chorus of women, 
who sang long ballads. dancing in a circle to the refrain. In these 
ballads, and nowhere else, is buried the lost history of Suanetia. 
I implored our host to collect and publish them. He summarised 
the purport of some of them for us. One told how a company of 



TRAVEL A D MO T AINEERING IN '" U ANETIA 253 

uanetians had been overtaken, by the Turkish mountaineers on the 
Tuiber Glacier, and how in the midst of the attle an avalanch 
had fallen and, overwhelming the combatant, stilled in am m nt 
the clamour of the strife. Prince Atar assured me that arm of 
very ancient date and human bones had been recently found in 
the moraine at the foot of the glacier and w r believed by the 
people t~ be relics of the legendary catastrophe. Uther ballads 

SUANl!TJ •• N WO~1EN 

were tales of private love and revenge, .l.Eschylean horrors, chanted 
with much force and emotion by the choru . We did not epd 
without the praises of Thamara, a indispensable in uanetia as 
'God ave the Queen' in the Briti h dominions. 

On , the folIo ' 'ng day we set out to make the first a cent 
of the Laila, long an object of my ambition. Two days before 
we h,ad from Betsho made an ex cur ion up the valley that lead 
directly to the base of the highest summits. It had no moun­
.taineering result, hut the ride through a forest of flowers was 
of the most enchanting beauty. 
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The path crosses the Ingur and winds amongst copses, and 
meadows full of hay-cutters, round the spur east of Ot}' valley. 
Then, traversing the water of the Laila, it follows the tumbling 
stream into the heart of the mountains, How can I suggest 
the tranquil loveliness of that wood, or the beauty and variety 
of the flowery meadows it enclosed ? Near the head of the glen 
its main branch turns westward, and ascending throu h glades 
laid out by that great gardener, Nature, as if to frame vistas of 
Ushba and the snows of tlie main chain, we entered a basin into 
which the ice of one of the Laila glaciers, now directly overhead, 
fell in avalanches, fragments of which had rolled as far as the 
yellow lilies and wild-roses that gr w all about us. 

We laid our sleeping-bags be ide a clear spring-fed pool, shadowed 
by maples and beeches. U shba was first a double flame in ·the 
sunset, then a black cathedral front against the starry heaven, 
Beyond it loomed the immense pale cone of Elbruz. As I write 
t.he words, the ghost of r. Johnson seems to repeat, 'No, sir, it 
may be called immense, and a cone, in a book, but it is no more 
than a considerable protuberance.' We cannot all of us look on 
mountains with the Doctor's comprehensive and almost cosmic 
eye, and, perhaps, if he had seen Elbruz he might have pardoned 
me for measuring it by the scale of six-foot humanity. To ants 
even a molehill must seem something more than a protuberance. 

Before dawn rain splashed through the beech-leaves, and we 
had to retreat from before our mountain, which on this side look d 
formidable enough. We amused ourselves on the way down by 
trying who could find the most blossoms on a single stalk of the 
yellow lilies. Fourteen won the competition. Pursued by rain­
storms we fled through Latal, and away from the scanty resources 
of the Priestav's deputy at Betsho and the native dukhan to the 
hospitality of Prince Atar on the heights of Ezeri. 

Prince Ata .. announced his intention to join us in our second 
attempt on the Laila. Caucasians dine too late to start early, 
and it was 1 P.M. before our cavalcade was ready and we set off 
to ride across the meadows and down the steep zigzags to the Ingur. 
At a village on its left bank lived an uncle of the Prince: at 
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his house we halted for te He was a rty person, but our 
conversation was neces arily limited. He et my mind, h wev r, 
at rest as to the native origin of the names I have used. since 
1868 for the two most con picuous mountains of uanetia. 'Ushba, 
'Petnuld,' he exclaimed, as he sat on his b lcony end waved III 
hand to the two p6aks, which were both in i ht. amovar. ' 
always ~ake a long time preparin O', and male Caucasians are as 

A 110 NT AI EEUS' • AT HOME' 

prone as the women of other nations to linger ov r afternoon tea. 
To arrive before dark we had to push our animal at a trot up a 
stairca.se-path wh .re boughs threatened to sweep the rider from 
his saddle. After two hour • ride we found the shepherds' quarter , 
a good log hut. 

f course the first idea of our Caucasian companions was not 
bed- or I' ther leep, but supper. They set to work to boil a. 
sheep in the hut. Next to boiled mutton, the smell of it is a chief 
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o~jcct 0(' Illy dcte'ltat.ion, anti I nnt! Powell spread 0111' slep-ping-­
hags Oil t.he t.urf outside, where we Wf~re haunted by cows and 
a ipped towards IIlornillg by frust, 

At dtlylm"l1 k we were led by um' n:'.tive companiollR to a. 

pass ill the ridgc that separatcs Lhe wooded ,g-len holding tho 
great westcl'H glacier of t.he Laila fr01l1 t.he lngu!' Valley. It C01O­

lIl'UH.I£.! a snperb pro~pect, I have r.;e ldolll seen sHch heautied effect.s 
of llJornilig light nnd shadow Ill; t.hoHe thrown aCJ'OSf> the vales of 
Sn:tllt-'.tia , such rielliless of colour and "ariety of lll onni....'l.ill form 
eombinc(1 in It single view. ]n hunt (If IlS wa.'1 t he westen! filCe of 
thc L<~ila; a broad gh.cier Rowed f'rolll :1. well-m:trked snthlle, all 

either side of which 1'00",e steep icy l':mges. The threc highest 
peaks were at the head of t.iHlo ghcif'r, and from a hallow north­
\\'l:st IIf thcm n sllIallur glacier aflilrdcd eaf.;y access to tlu) cte~t 

o\'crlooking ~llanctia, a mile or more from whC'l'e we stood. We 
determilled to make for this puint. But. we had to descellli 
1000 feet in onlel' to reacll it. 

Tho hlllltcrs, WllOlll the l'rince hnd t.a1:ell as hi", ('8cort, lerl liS, or 
!'aLiter 1l1i.'lied us, acconlillg' to their lights. Til tilcil' millds- the word 
Li~il; ~ had ;~ distinct. me;\llil! g' '. it, Wt\,'l tiu;l point at which t.iley 
occasiollally cl'o:;scrl t.IJC chaill wilOn scckillg ,) short cut to Lcnt,c klli, 

Towards that l', !",'l Uw}' wc;:re· conducting us. Polit.eness to our Ilost. 
kept us witil t.hem to the poillt where, to reach llUl' peak, it. was 
essential to turn to tho left up the smaller glacier, There they 
ill sisted there W;\,S 110 wa.y, no duror/a- or patL- except 1111 the 
lllain ~1 H.cieJ" alld the Prince Ilnrol'tu\!:~tely hel ieved t.hem. We each 
took 0111' different tra.ck... \Vi thollt aUvellture of allY sort, withollt 
even using t.he rope, Powell, Maurer and 1 moulItc(1 t.11C ice amI 
StIOW-.. JOpcs t o the hrund ~adJ.le, conspicuous tbroughout SU:~lldi't 

UII Lhe west cl the Laila peaks. This point has been reached ii'om 
the l:lgnr V<I\ley hy subsequclIt tmvcllers without the long circuit 
we were led i.'lto. The remainder of tlw way to t he top wa.~ :1./:1 

eaSy a.~ the USCcllt of the Ti Llis. First we hastened over some broad 
rock!;, next across a long snow-plain, then up a hank of ice with 
just enough t;now 011 it to srlNe step-cutting; fina.lly, up a steep 
slope of slate, broken by weather into small fragments that slipped 
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away, like It sea-beach, from under om fi>et . H lS top W:H': tlte lil'lSt­

of t he L'i.ih snmlllits, t he cn.'st seen from :Ezcri. The secolld waS a 
few feet hig her, but we had lost fiO much time that. we eOll!d ha l·(ll." 
al"lord to go on to it. l':lignol' SeUa climbed it. 'l \\'l~ek or two latl'r, and 
subsequently H err Merzbacber of .Munich visit.ed allll ll·E'{\ ~llHll1ljl~. 

The J ... aih~ i!; ad mirably pbccd 1'01' a pallOranl:l. It. r"kl~S t.ht~ 

central chain of t he Caucasus ("lilt! overlook.,; t1111 g rc:tl forest!; west­
wards. But, apart from its topographical illt el'est. t he I·iew go!i llS 
a peculia.r charm from the c:ll"}Jet of gr~ell and gO)I) th:lt is 
thrown dOWIl at t be feet of the st.upendous eliRs of t hu great 
chain, to the contrast between the yules of l':)ualll\1.ia and lIw SIlOW!:> 

uf the CauC<l.'Hls. T he positioll of the dimllcr roi.Jt.iv{\ to tho 
great ehain may be cowp<l!,efl it l that of a. tJ'aYcJll' r Ull fl l ollt. 

• 
En~il ills behind Am.ta to tI ll ' P('()nille Alps. ,],,> Nug-geNt. l11 e ,~Olll ' 

paril3011 is t.o enforce, (',n those who ha\"c seen hOUI, t.he -'SIll'eriol·lty 
of the Caucasian view. Alid it call hardly lie sa i" t.o/) ofkn, 
the tm nspa rclIC'Y of t he Callea.<;;n.n nt.moHphcre l)uf't('118 the olltli tlt', 

(Ieepens the shade, llJ:l gllj ji~s t.he bulk qf thll l'l':lb. 'fIlii Il hHI I I­

tl1illeer who ha.s spellt se\"er:tl hOlll's Oli a fillC ,hy on t.he crest 

of the Lai la will eve!' ant~r ca.)"r), ill hi.':! lllilid a n'.culketi()ll oj' 
:i sight, or rather of a sel'ies (of vision":, of (;x'lllisit" :Icrial cl1i;c.;tf.;, 
of tr:l. llsfirrllratiou8, in which wll:"l.t. tile IUltltOr III' the Book of o • 
Pl'on~rbs calls < the highest. p:uts of the dllst "I' Lite world' appear 

as the silver spires of a. tClIt l'l e misc(l hy no 11101"1 .. 111 :Il'eh it(lct,. 
The ascent is so ver)' e:tsy and , wh~'n takell til(: rigltL \\':l)' , 

eompamti\'ely so short., t itat there is Iittlll excuse C'}!, IIll} t.r;IVl'Jler. 

who 1m,,;; higher <tllt i>i i. ions thelJl to 11(' a c1limneY'j;lt'k, le:n"'i ' ;b" it 01\!. 

It fill~ liIt~ with sUI'pri se when I I'Clucmhl')" tlmt I did tlul 1I1}~d! · 

seck this P isgah unt il lily thin l \'ilii t to .",Imlletia. 

The Prince ;~Ild his hunters wen' visi)'l e Oil :to l';d.eb or rllck.'! S"llli~ 

distance below t11e snow-pa.,>s. ' Ve rcjoirlC, l t.ilelH at t ho J/a .. 'ie of 
the npak and l·cO'atl ,eu Ezeri verv htl~ ! he sa me e\'t;:nirl:,(. Tlte IIC.xt 

r~' t"> • v 

lOoming broke uncloud ed, and waS ... ;jj(·cecdL1.1 hy IIl1e of til\' li uetit. 

a nd hottet4 days I have e~'er knO\\"' ll in the C;~\lca.sus. I st.l"\)!led 
;llone- up the !:Ihadl'1ess dale hellilJ(l fueri, to a g:lp frolll which a, 
path descem.ls directly to )I azt.:ri, :.l Jf)\"'e Betsil". Thence I f'ullowcd 

\'01.. I . " 
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a zigzag path to the brow cn the right, for which Signor Sella got 
the name of Mesik. He vi ited it in October, the day after the 
:fir t snowfall. I found the turf en am lIed with gentians, forget­
me-not, and pyrethrums. This crest' c()mmands an unique view of 
the south-west peak of U hba, and an almo t complete panorama of 
Suanetia and its ring of mountains. It will be one of the lady's 
walks of the twentieth century, when Caucasian travel is organised, 
as yrian has been for the last fifty years, by the establishment at 
Kutais of dragoman with the needful camp-equipment. 

I close this record of my rambles in Suanetia with a keen 
sense of regret at their incompJ teness. Ai; I look once more at 
the well-worn sheet of the old five-verst map, I recognise how 
many lovely green downs an~ ridges, doubtle s as beautiful as 
those I have tried to describe, remain still unknown to me.. I 
long for more idle day spent in loungjng on a haycock on the 
verge of some fresh· mown glade, until the sunset fades , the . ;' 
crest of Tetnuld, and the stars and the fire-flies come out together. 
I am haunted by the faint perfume which the last azalea. blosl?oms 
are p uring forth from thicket, under whi h the lilies a~a lupines 
that have escaped the scythe brighten the borders of the wood. I 
even begin to indulge in audacious doubts as to the orographic 
insight of my juniors, and to fancy that I might perhaps have 
found the way up the maiden peak of Ushba better than great 
climbers have done, had I concentrated myself more on the attempt. 
When I get to this point I know that I am dreaming, and hasten 
to put away my papers and my idle thoughts. 
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HAPTER XII 

Constitufp08th~c, quamdiu mihi vita divinitu8 concessa fuerit, Cjuotnnnis lJJont a aliqu aut 
s!lltem unum conscender . uanta enim voluptas, quantae aunt, putas, nnimi, ut pur st aff cti, 
deliciae, montiuDl moles immensu spectaclo admirari, et caput tanquam inter nubes at toller I 
Quibus vero socors est nninlus nihil mirantur, riomi torpeDt, non prod unt in mundi tbeatrum. 
Volutentur igitur in luto: lucro t iIliberalibus studiis attoniti jaceunt. 0. GESNER, A.D. 1541. 

HE literary ucccss of Mr. 
Grove's Frosty Catwasu, 
great as it was, did no 
produce in thi country 
any immediate r vival of 

aucasian Exploration. 
Its failure in this r p ct 
was, I think, due mainly 

to two causes-the war of 1877, and the impre i n crea d by 
the fever which fell on Mr. Grove and his companions during 
their descent to the Bl r,k Sea. 

It was to M. de Dechy, th~ Hungarian traveller, I hav 
already said, that the credit 0f recalling our thought to the 
Caucasus wa to great xtent due. His three joume. s, in J. 8 4, 
1885, and 1886, had resulted in several intere ting climbs and 
some valuable topographical explorations, and al o-what wa rn~r 

generally effective- in a large series of excellent photographs, which 
brought for the first time the sc nery and p opl of the aucasu 
vividly before m s eyes. In 1885 I became the chann I through 
which his work was mad known to the Alpine lub, and it wa 
partly pe hap through this communication that my friends Mr. 
Clinton Dent and Mr. W. F. Donkin were, in 1886. induced to . . 
try their luck in the aucasus. They set out with the intention-
of following Mr. Grove's sugge tion, and attacking the peak at the 

26i 



200 THE EXPLORATION OF THE CAUCASUS 

head of the lower reach of the Bezingi Glacier, which 
A. W. Moore had identified with t.hc Tp,tnuld of Suanetia. 

be and 
They 

were successful, but when they gained the summit we now know 
as Gestoh they found that there was. Q,nother Tetnuld-the true 
Tetnnld- in the field. It is :~ pecnliariLy of Caut!<'l.. ... inn peaks, 
E lhrnz, Ushha, DongllSOl'lI11, Janga, t he Laila- l migkt name 
others- that they have a way of proving doub!e·heade(l.J ~ Since it 
provides dOli LIe employment for climbers, it may surely be reckoned 

to them as a merit. 
In all probability Gestola will, with 'Tct.nuld, be rankec1 in the 

future a.mong the easy peaks of' the Ca11casus. But the first 
ascent WfiS by 110 means t.-tme. By a failure to 1\1I0w sufficiently 
for t.he rapid chalJges in the ;:!ondit.ion of Cauca.sirm skpe.. ... , or 
pel·haps from in:uleqllate reconnoitring, the party fonnd themsetves 
~yery much as we had done 0]1 KlL'ibek-in the position of 'Mr. 
a,nd ,M rs. Diskobolus in Edward Lear's ba.1JaJ. They were on the 
to!, of a wall from which there was reason to doubt if they' coukl 
ever get down at aiL' 1\11-. Dent tells me that he is about to 
repeat the stot·y of his adventure, Wttl! which he long ago thrilled 
the Alpine Club. 1 shall not, therefore, anticipate here snch 
cOll fidenc('s as he may think it expedierlt. tu lay before the public. 

Thif.! ascent was the main res ult. of the jOIl\"lley. An a.ttack 
0 11 Dykhtau- t.he climber!,! called it Guluku-was not pushed 
very far. ~lr . Don kin fixed 3. number of points about t he great 
Bezingi Glacier, and t l len the monntaineers rode back by the 
Wily t.hey had come to Naltshik· i\lld HIe neal·est railway st..'l.tion. 
This very brief and limited experience of Caucnsian tm,,,·el 
sufficed, however, to furnish lIfr. Dankin with the materia.l for 
a chapter which stands out, I think, from the mrmotony of A1IJine 
puhlicat.ions by t he vivid impression it leaves behind it, not (}nly 
of the incidents of daily life in the mountains, but of the tiCIlSlt lY6 

all (I happy lU.".tme of the writer, who saw and cnjnyed so much 
in SI1 short a time. 

'~be d iscm;!;ions raised by my friends' journey made rne feel 

, Tetnllid lI.ml U~.t{J l n, however, are entiT~ly distinct pell.h, lIS luuch 11(1 II.!! the D~nt Bhmche 
'<1101 Denl,l'fh;reM. 
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that I could no longer resist the temptation to go myself and see 
once more the great lllountains, of many of which I bnd in 
1868, owing to broken weather, had hnt. fleeting glimpses. j 

fel t confideTlt-and 3.3 the eveut proved, rightly - that one unclouded 
view wO,uld cfenr up most of the confusion that still encompassed 
tllO nomenclature of t he Central Group, l\t\d enable me to deter­
mine between the various identifications of the two SlIIlLlllits first. 
men.sured and nHmed hy the ll1;(kers of the five-verst m:lp Ill'; 

Dykhtau und Kosb tantn.lI. 
In Augm,t 18 87 M. de Dcchy altu I, with myoid friend tu:d 

guide, Fmu\(ois DCVOU1l8S01ld, (tnd t wo of II is l"c1atiolll~, /'oUJld 
ourselves <l·t Bet.sllO, the celltl'tJ of HW;siaIJ aUlJlinistmtioll in 

• 
S~netia. The ('~lnditioll of the snow Lad forced me to giv~ up 
any designs on Ushh:t, the SlluJJeti:m Matterhorn. The experi. 
ence of sul,sequent alit! Ill(ore competent J)(·ak -11l11lf.era 1l1\!O; since 
fully proved the wisdom of tlwt decisitll i. :My thonght!; naturally 
turner1 to the other g reat mOllntain whicL dominat'{'H the UppCl' 
basin of the Illgur, 'l'etnuld. The viewf! we 11:ui already J..:"aincd 
had sufficed to rCntO"!:: all the doubt!! raised in the PI'CViOllf; 
year, and to establish the entirely Heparatc e." j.<;tl~l1Ce uf Vent 
unrt Donkin's peak, We had seen t he two mOtUlta:lls fnnll the 
west., rising a t ie,u;t a mile (lpart and sCI,arak-d hy 1m jUl11u~Jlse 

glacier La~in. 

Shkal'l1, Ushba, alld Tetllllld , owing tr) their being 1'50 cOlli'ipicu­
ous from the valleys at their bnsc, alld even from the d istant 
lowlands, are at this moment among the best~kn()w n peaks of 
the Caucasus. Twenty-fiye yean; ago they were U111"ccogllised, ,u ,(1 

ha.rdly ~wen named. Shkara, wben seen from tilt) distant lowbnds, 
was described as Pasis l\1ta, because it is Bot, vel')' far from 
the pa.!:l8CS nt t,he RioH (llhasis) sources, just a~ Munte l,eOl H~ 

was caJled the Sinlplon-or Sf... Plomb-- Ly the contclllpol":ll"ies of 

De Saussure. 
'l'etnuld a.nd Ushba preside over SU:lnetia, as tllo J ullgfmu 

and 'Vetterhorn do over the Bcrnese Oberlantl. Owing to it~ 

pecnliarly graceful form, ·'l'etlJUld WItS one of the first peak!> to 
attract attention from Caucasian travellerl'l. 1\1. E. Favre foIpeaks 
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f it a 'th gigantic pyramid of Tetnuld.' Herr von Thielmann 

write :-

r TetnuId, the most beautiful of all the m untain of the aucasu~, stands 
ut from th chain in the form of a gigantic pyramid of the .h i ht of 16,000 

feot. The dazzlino- whiteness of its snowy mantle, combined with .tbfl grace 
of its form , produce I1n effect similar to that created by tho Jungfmu, while 
to complete the comparison a conical peak, maller but equally eautiful, 
like the wis ilberhorn, ri es up by its side.' 

Befure leaving England I had studied photographs of the 
m natain, nd found, as I thought, the right way up it. The most 
convenient tarting-point was obviously Adi h. Frum the pastures 
above that village the snowfields at the western base of the 
final peak could, by crossing a pur, probably be reached with less 

,trouble than by ascending the glacier they feed, which drains into 
the Mujalaliz or valley of the Mulkhura. 

ur first stage was to Ipari. As usual at Betsho-I might 
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say III the Oaucasus-the hoI' es did not come till p t noon 
and it had long been dark when we all reassembled in the court­
house at Ipari. Half the party came by the Ingur, the other by 
Mestia and the U guir Pass. The former route is considerably 
the shorter. The path from I pari to Adish, a three hour ' ride, i 

• 
most romantic. Fancy the Valley of the Lyn with two mountains 
of over -fifteen thousand feet clo ing every vista, the white pyra­
mid of Tetnuld in front, the rock-t'owers of Ushba b hind. n 
of the views of Ushba was the mo t perfect ima inable. But ther 
are so many perfect views of U sh ba I The particular charm of 
this was in the water, and the foli age of the f~reground, and the 
way in which the lower hills fj rmed a framework for th gr at 
pe~ks. The path continues by-..!a~d often in-the stream unti1 
the barley-fields al'ld tower of Adish come suddenly in sight. 
Adi h, as I have befor pointed out, is the most i ola,ted, 
and one of the wildest of the commune of Free uanetia. It 
has no priest or headman : but in 1865 the villa rs are said to 
have b en formally baptized; they are certainly still unre­
generate, and utter barbarians in their manner. of dealing with 
strangers. But, strong in our escort of two os acks/ we had no 
fear of the inhabitants, and made our mid-day halt in an enclosur 
at the top of the village. High prices were a ked for provi ions, 
and the villagers quarrell d noisily among themselves a to the 
distribution of the money, or inventeu ground for I etty demand, 
which they pI' ssed on us- with noisy p rsistenc . ~ompared, 

however, to our encounters in 1868, this appeared to me but 
a poor performance. Violence of tone and gestur are conventional 
in uanetia: there was no real pa sion. We scattered smiles 
and kopeks in return for a sheep and other provisions. ne man 
demanded payment on the ground that we had lunched on his 
land, and on being laughed at had recourse to the traditional 
pantomi e of fetching his gun; another laid hold of my ice-axe, 

1 Tbe rellder must be reminded tbat, in records of Caucasian travel, a OOB8ack is' not an 
ethnographical but a militllry term. The two JUen we had with us on this occasion were on~ 
a Suanetian, the other a Kaharnan from Naltshik. The surveyor'8' C08sack' at Knraul was & 

Tauli. Many of the Cossacks, both men nnd officers, are Ossetes. 
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which I had stuck in the ground while mounting, and required a 
ransom for it. A few kopeks, however, settled all questions. The I 

whole affair was nothing more than an attempt at petty extortion, 
enforced with habitual violence of tone and gesture. 

We had intended to sleep out high above the villag~. But 
, the basest clouds' had succeeded a glorious morning, and we were 
content to establish our camp in a birch grove an ho,tl'ir above 
Adish, and close to the foot of the great glacier. The glory of 

THE ADISH GLAOIER 

its ice-fall exceeded my remembrance. It is tmequalled III the 
Alps, and only rivalled in the Caucasus by that of the Karagom 

• Glacier. M. de Dechy rode on to examine the marks he had set 
up two years previously. The ice had advanced nearly forty feet. 
The steeper glaciers of the Caucasus were mostly showing signs 
of slight advance in 1887 and 1889. Many of tpem had shot 
fresh streaks of brown and grey rubbish over their green moraines. 
The advance of glaciers depends mainly on the amount of snow­
supply in their upper basins, and it is therefore those which travel 
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fastest-that is, those which have the greate t volume anll tb 
steepest beds-which take the lead in 0 cillations. For xample, 
the Glacier des Bos ons begins to encroach on the alle of 
Chamonix long before the Mer de Glace hows any sign, and the 
Upper Grindelwald Glacier advances before the Lower. With • 
night. heavy rain began to fall. ur Wille d n can vas resi ted 
the do~pour, but the guide, who had pitched their tent badJ 
and in a hollow, were inundated. The Cossack made an arrange­
ment in birch-boughs and bou,rka, which, as the event proved 
was not only water- but sound-proof. 

In the grey dawn Devouas oud withdrew the tent curtains, and 
in the gloomiest tones made th olemn announcement - ' ur 
m~ltton has been stolen.' Further "esearch howed that the thi vekl 
had been singularly audacious, and that our los wa,s far mor 
than a few joints of meat. The luggage had been pi! d under a 
waterproof heet between our tent and th Co acks' sh Iter. The 
cover had been lifted, the lock of M. d Dechy' hand-portmant au 
removed, and the contents ransacked. A revolver, some teig isen 
presented to me by Viennese friend , and my companion' store of 
.clothes, had been abstracted. His medicine-chest had been opened, 
but. the contents were left untouched. The waterproof cover h d 
been skilfully and carefully replaced, so that the more serions th ft 
was not su pected until long ufter we had miss d th mutt n. 

This vexatious, but by no means lli trous, theft had its most 
serious result in a telegram which by some ill ans found its way 
through Germany to the EngliJ h new papers to the efti ct that, 
owing to the robbery of all my goods, I had been comp~lif:ld 

to give up my Caucasian journey. Some of my friend weI' in 
consequence needles ly alarmed, and I received much und served 
sympathy. 

We had little doubt as to where the thieve came from. After 
such an experience, we could hardly leave our camp to the mercy of 
the men of Adi h, while we attempted Tetnuld. In the dr nching 
rain we decamped as best we could. It wa a noi ome tr.uggle 
with wet ropes and canva and photographic ca es that had to 
be carefully tended to keep them from uffering from damp. Adish 



266 THE EXPLORATION OF THE CAU A U 

eemed almo t de erted as we pa sed through it. At noon the 
heavens cleared; and we had an exg uisite view from the brow 
above the Mujalaliz, where we found troops of haymakers at work, 
quite regardless of weather, as indeed haym kers have to be in 

uan tia. 
We ran down the steep hillside and installed ourselveS in the 

prie t' house at Mujal. It is a good wooden cottage, ~and on 

SUANETIANS 

th fir t floor are two large clean rooms, with a broad balcony 
running round them. The village is one of a group lying in an 
open b in of barley-fields, enclosed by wooded slopes, on the left 
bank of the stream, about a mile below the junction of the torrents 
from the Tuiber and the Zanner Glaciers. Beyond the river the 
white. towers of Mulakh break the hillside, and high in the air 
the mightier towers of U shba show between th raj,nstorms their 
vigorous outline. Tetnuld is hidden by its spurs, and at the head 
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of the valley only the white snout of the Zanner Glaciel" is s en 
beyond the dark cliffs and forest of a deep gorge. 

Next day we despatched the pri t's son witb 15 roubles (28 
shillings) to Adish to try to r cover our goods. In case of his 
failure we sent the Suanetian Cossack to Betsho to inform the 
Priestav of our loss. 

Abowt noon I, with two of the guide, made a futile start for 
Tetnuld. We got on the wrong side of the gorge 1 ading to th 
Zanner Glacier, and after spending some hours of storm under an 
impenetrable pine, came back again. The weather all day was like 
that of the English Lakes, storm and gl am , and we had some 
wild visions of Ushba hung with cloud-banners. 

The following day was all storm and no gl am. We had, how-
• ever, our fill of entertainment indoors. It was a day of arrivals. 

J!'il'st there was the auvance of the Russian fore s to av nge 
the Rape of the Shirts. They consisted of a plendid old Co sack 
sergeant-quite the popular ideal of a ossack-and hi twO], en, 
a mild, broad-faced Russian youth and a weak uanetian. This 
trio marched on Adish, and, very much to our surprise and their 
credit, successfully an sted the ten leading villagers. 

Another arrival was promised us-no less a person than th 
Bishop of Poti, the first Bishop who, in historical times, had 
penetrated Free Suanetia. From so fever-stricken a see one might 
naturally look for a pale ascetic. Out' prelate, however, was much 
the reverse-a man of sturdy frame and sense. But I am antici­
pating. It was towards evening befor the path that descends 
the bea.utiful slopes above the village becam alive with hoI' es. 
The cavalcade was divided into many detachments, camp-serv~nts 
with huge saddle-bags, long-haired priests, singing-men with dark 
locks and melancholy stag-like eyes. Last came the Bishop him elf. 
a large, thick-set man in imposing eccle iastical vestments, attended 
by his ecretary and a Mingrelian gentleman who talked French 
and had spent some time at Geneva. Through the latter I had 
some talk. with the Bishop, who told me that the first s~rmon 
he preached to the Suanetians would be on the necessity f 
giving up their eclectic practice of keeping the holy days of three 
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reli ion and doing no w'ork between Thur day night and Monday 
mormng. 

The supper that ev nin llOwed the resources of uanetia. 
We all, except the Bishop, at down to it.-a company of at least 
thirty. Roa t mutton and boil d fowls wer followed by l'Oast 
pork. Knives fflll short, and pla.tes horter. But the ba er sort' 
at the lower end f the tab,le u ed their kinJal (dag~ers) for 

A BOY AT MUJAL 

knive, and th fta loave­
,exc llently baked for once in 
the Bishop' honour-served as 
plates first and were eaten 
afterwards, after the fash~?n of 
.LEneas. And ther ' wa wine • 
at discretion - capital, ' sound 
Mingrelian win , which no one 
but the guides d spi ed for its 
goatskin :flavour. It was tong 
past midnight wh n I ret!Ted 
between th folds of my ins'ect­
pl'oof curt.'lins, watched by a 
olemn group of long-robed 

priests and peasants, res m bling 
nothing so much as th, by­
standers depicted in the Ra­
phael Cartoon . 

The sky next morning was 
I ss charged with vapour, and 
ther was a touch of north in 
the wind. I was determined 

to start again for Tetnuld. M. de Dellhy was ~mxious not to lose 
th advantage of the expected visit of the Prie tav from Betsho, 
and his assista!lce both in recovering hi lost apparel and in 
making final arrangements with the villagers to serve as porters. 

It. \vill be most convenient if I give here th result of our 
a plication. Early in the afternoon of the second -day, after I 
had started for T tnuld, a party of villagers came in from Adish. 
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oon after the Priestav arrived, and th villager W 1 ummoned 
before him. Th two men who had demanded n: on y f u wer 
first question d: 'What do yo~ mean y 'kin lU n y from my 
guests-honourable persons who are escorted by 0 ack l' Th ir 
ide - arms were taken away, and their hand ti d behihd tl eir 

bar-ks. • Th n came th turn of the fift n h ad ' f families. 
They pr~te ted that the village was innocent; that th robb r mu t 
have b en a chance tea ell r. 'That cannot b " said th 
'you know perfectly well that 
there i . no road, and th re are 
no travellers in your valley.' 
Th y werfl given two bours to 
produce th property. Nothing 
b~ng forthcoming, th i1' side­
arms w re, after some pr t nc 
of re istance on the part of one 
or two, taken from them, and 
they w re ord r d to remain 
in custody at Betsho until th 
goods were return d. 'I am 
anxious,' said the Prj stav, 'to 
show Mr. Fre hfield, as an 
Englishman, that we can act 
with vi our in case of ne d.' 
And certainly no En lish officer 
could have com to the belp 
of his countrymen with more 

.... SOAlll-."l' IAN llONTER 

vigour, good jud ment, and (as the event prov d) succ than 
M. A tovsky, the excellent Priestav, came to ours. In th end 
M. de echy's effects w re recovered- with tbe exc ption of the 
revol r-and s nt back to him months afterward at d sa. 

Had we be n content to take the Tuiber P s (11 ,8 15 D t), 
the ordinary route from uan tia to the Tartar valleys t of 
the Baksan, crossed two year before by my companion, . there 
\vould have been comparatively little difficulty in procuring 
porters. Vve were calling on tbe villaO'er to reopen a pass 
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of wLic.h nothing but a tr~dition survived, and which only one 
man in t he valley pretenooo ever to have crOSSl.>d. Had any 
trnvdlel' a hundred years ago trip-d to make tbe men of Grindel­

wahl cross their glaciers to the Valais., he would certainly 
have met wit.h considerable difficulty. M. de Dcchy d1:Served 
the highest credit for his pa.tience and pertinacity in oVl':rcomilig 
the very natural unwillingness of the men of Mujal • .for the 
n.dvellture wc forct:d upon thclli. OUI" plan was as 10IJ ow,,;­
I should set oft' at once with the three Chamoniard~, bi"onac 
high, and attempt Tetnuld 9Y the glacier ,,·bieb flow~ down 
froUl its pe,\k to' meet the Zanner. Twenty-four hO\ll"f!, la.ter 
1\1. de IMchy should fo\turt wi th our ('ofo\i>;m::k, t.he native porters, 
aud all t he baggage, ,mel pi\ch our tents bef;iue t he ZanneI' 
Glacier, where I should endeltVO\l1" to join Ilim at night, 8holfid 
1 fail to do so, we w()u\d each do om best, by ligh t ing fires, 
to give illtelligenc:e of our 8<."l.fcty and om ,,·hcl"t:uhoutf.;, and I 
and the guirles ",ould press 011 next lJlom illg" until we caught 
up the Heavy Brigade 011 the M(:ent· to the p:l...'$S. As we had 
neither of' us ever seen the great g-la.cier~ lead ihg to t he peak and 
pass, the scheme was, 1 flatter myself, bolo ns well as ingenious. 
As £"1.1' as topography is concern ed, it may fitirly be compared to a 
prvjJol,utl to climb the Schreck horn all' 1 lUeet again at the Zii.sen­
berg, or 0 11 the way to the Monell J Ol.:lt - 1I0 Olle h,l\-ing previously 
beeu as far as t he EiRlJ1eer for i!. qua.rtcr of a century . 

' Vamed by experience, I took the precaution t.o h ire u na.tive 
to show us the way through the gorge. Crossing the torrent 
just n.hoye the junction of the TlIiber water, we fuund all old 
track of the faintef;t kind, which after a time f:\iled us alto­
get.hel·. ] t Wft..'> warm and llloif;t among tIle dripping fiOWCffii 

allJ tuli:lge; the guides were t he reverse of exhilarated, and om: 
cilunccs of SUCf";('SoS did not secm ,'ery briJ!iant. 

Thc ice twenty-seven years ago-as U1(l.y be /jcen by the photo­
gmphs takelJ by Count LevlllOhoff'f:i expedition in 1869-poured 
over a steep din: On the top of' this it now lies, ending a.t 
'640' feet, which is practically the same heigbt at ,?hich Abich 
fC!lllld it in 1856. A rough scramble brought us to the edge of 
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a. hillside it had seL'nperl' bare. Pushing aside the buzel iJl';wches, 
I got the first view up the I.;outhern glac ier-the N'lgel , Glneier 
of t he new map-to the peak. Our ,'ol lte was plai!!; it. was 
the one I had marked out on an old photograph hcf(m.:l lell.villg 
England. Given filJ e weather and no ice on the tilln] ri(ige, 
Tetnuld"cQuld hardly escape me. 

In the foregmuHd, at the foot of a rocky sl ,m of t he m Olllltai ll , 

two gre"at glaciers met. On the left the hamler lllluhlcd \l \"C'1' 

from its lInseen reservoil's in nn impassable icc-fall . On oll r right 
t he Nageh Glacier fdl tirst in t\ great. broken slope of 111:"(:, then 
in lL long icc-f:tll, at In!:>t in t\ gentle slope, 'unti l it jOllied ils 

stream to that of the Zall ner. ' Ve descended 011 to the iet', a lld 
then mou utcd tho N:lg(lh Glacier ~.lr :L c:e rtain distant'e, Illi til 
t be crevru;ses mad e it cOTlvell iellt t.o {;l'OSS the mom,inC' lIml Cllter 

tile hollow bct.ween the ice ;)lld t ilt' rock::; on its right \mllk. This 
was partly occnpied by beds of a\'alnnche-I:;tI(ll\" altPrnatillg with 
flowery slopes. On the last. of tilese, at a lHJi).{ht of' !toss thall 
9000 fed, we dct.Cl'lUilH,d tn spend tile lli ;~h t. An o\"cl'itallgillg 
rock oflercd g()od s helte r , and t.hl're Wf'!'e all ti,e rcqui sit,es for 
a Illxurious hivouac : water, rhodode1ldron stalks a nd l'oobi f Oj" tl 

fi re, and flowery grass for l,eds. 1t was not h ig!1 CIIOll,!;h , Inlt. lite 
g round al,ove was easy, and it seemed hetkll" to start. eal'iy tball 
to freeze lljg-her up. \Vt: brl two I;leeping-h"::".-s, slIlliciellt. \\"I'nps, 
and provisions for t.wo days, so tinlt tile gu ides were IJ(·:I.\"ily 

loaded. The space under t.he I'ock was SOOII It::velled. stOHt'S 

thl'Own out, and a. flooring or clastic twig.': ami gm.':s bitl JOWIJ. 

Then we piled li p a l)luzillg fire, to.'l.st.ed ~u:uH~,. i;lI l loavl's. alII! 

watched wit h s.'l.ti.o;f:.wtio!l tim last ciol](is melt int(. t.he sky ;11111 

the pe::.ks of Ushht st~llld out againf;t :~ goJdl'" f:o;lIllsd. 

I felt Vt;:IY comfortable alld was SOOI1 (:lst a;;Jl~oJ\l. lIas 

awakened soon !~ftel" mitilligli t hy a s lIdden sellsc or lig-llt. 
The moon hnd scaled the high w .. 11 of crab'S 011 the eru;t :~nd \\"a~ 

looking d(lwn on us. Ti te sight. of fOll l" clilllho.;rs ill sil·('pilJg­
bags can hardly have hecn attractil'e to a godd ess w i J() had Qllce 
discovered Endym ion: she showe<.l, however, 110 rli.spo;;it.il;JI t fJ 

withdraw her excellent brightnr;:ss. It was a Illoment, I fel t, not 
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for poetic;, l rdiection, but for pmctical act.iol l. I rolled myself out 

from L1tHIer t he boulder, set It light t.o t he spirits of OlJe of t h06e 
admirable· inveut.iolls knowll a.s 'sclf-cooking soup- t.in~ ,' and rou8e<.1 
the sl umbering- l;L1idos. Tn fifteen minutes-a' record' time ill Ill)' 

eX(J'~ riellcc for a start-we had laced Dill· boots, shared Ollr soup, amI 

shouldered t.he light packs cOlltl.linillg the da.y·" necessaries .• 
For a shor t t ime t he rOllgh grcHlnd in the hollow het.ween the 

i,·", aud t he mount.a in ntfonled us easy walking. 'I'IJ", shad ows of 

t.he cmgs diminished as t.he moon' . ..; lJcnIlls flowed d own the Jo;nowy 

ava.lanche-t.racks bet.ween t.helil. Whel·e t.he el ias and IllOr;1ine lIlet 
we wcre driven alit on to the glacier. III the whi t.e uncertain 
luoollsh ille it wa .. <; not easy to clisl:over ,t way ftlnong t he narrow 
ridges between t he i ce-trl'nche~. Om first attempt to FUSS t he 
Ilm.rgi nal cre\·:·l.Sses fi ti led, but at t.he secom! we g;,i ned wit haut 
JjlHClllt.y t he centre or t.be glacier ahove t.he lower ice-JaIl. 

It was :stil l some wfI.y to t he foot of t.he first great .wh ·w:.~. The 
ice was turnir lg to 11/;'./' S IIOW covered the 8urfhce, lu,d the rope 
bad to be brought illto t1.';c. Vll rin~ Om" halt. we nr-cud the vnst 
frozen ca;';c[tdc, <I mile broad ;Iud :100 teet. ,JL least high, st.retched 

Ollt ill front ot' us, hig ll ('\'t' r \\·h ich, cro wllI,d by st.Jlrs of astou nd­
ing" brilliaucy, f(, 1" t.he m 00 11 \\"1\S passing wcstw(tl"d~, t he virglll 
pe:Lk of 'i'et.ll uid gli mmered 'lglli rlst. tiLe dark lIllie lr e:well. On 
t.he previolls day I ha,[ ohs('\"\'ed t. i13.t th,; SOil t ile]"]) H.l"IH of t.he 

rall beyond SOIl Le rde !,;,'; \\"hicil ui \'idt~ it \\"[IS comp;lmt.h ·ely unbroken. 
But Fral H}ois IJJnmassoud , who ill the old CiI:UllOll ix spirit is cver 

rtll d y t~lr all at t.ack 011 crenv;sc.,;, S:.i\\. n o rcason for us to go out 
of Oll r way, and we ke pt 1\ stn ligbt. ("ourse. It was magnificen t, 

but. a cli stake 011 ILi;; part. 
Tlw stru~gl e t ha t followed, alt.hough it. lastPl"i a gren.t m ally 

ito,;!·s, did nut. scelll to me I01lg; for t.he actual path -finoing alllollg 

t.b e hJ"(,kcH !1l :llSse;; of lie/'tJ ~()() Il grew snlliciently difficult t o be 
amllsiug. 'I'lw whole situu.tion was stirring, The scenery WW:! 

lilore i~~n t.u.stimll)' lovely than a ch ild's d re,un after the Panto­
llllllLe. The snows around us seelllcd to emit an unea.rth ly light. 
H ng':' to\\'er~ (If milk-white substallce sholl e aga.i nst the dark 
Irackgrolllrtl of sky, green icicle-hung vault.'! yawned between them. 



Presently the c1eftH and CiWtwns grew luore frequent. and tl'OllLle­
some, the bridges over them mon::, frail a.nd ill-adjusted. ' \ 'l: 
seemed often to low our way among tIlt' deep ttllllt1la li oH;~. At 
momen~ ti ll progl'e&s llppenred to be barrt"d. 

In Hueh Ctli'\es the holdest course i . .;; sometimes the Ift'st.- at any 
rate hefl5l'l;'. dawn , while tIle frOf;t lJoldf>. We stl'llckat t he slope 
where u; wH.,~ ;.;teepest, aud t, bt~ Cl'CV:.lJsses w('re tilled by piel'es 

fallen from the im pem1ing dill;';. By the h(~ l p of slllall, half-choked 
crevasses, Fran~ois dnshed t.[JT(Jugli and up t.he sides of a hllg-f' 
tumble-down sllow' qunny, and W(' found ol!rS(.'lvcs ;Ii .. last Olr tilt' 
platform which stretches under tile westel'll l,as(: (If 'J'etlllllt!. Th ... 
final pe.."1..k, pre\'iollsly hidden fi.r!' It tillie, w:ts agaill filii in view. 
the stars still formed a coronet n"'-lTH[ the hi"hc:-:t. ~: I"(lSt" Showh' 
th~y f<ldc,i , and a glimlll~l r of coming dawn!"' playl~(t lH.'lli r-d tl;e 

southern sholllder of the pen.k (uul rest('d 011 sOl lieLliillg Vllst ami 
wbite, far :tnd high in the west ---EILl'lIz. As t.lie sky grew pr.lel' , 
arrows of' dayligh t tlv;hed round tIl(; edge {I f t he world ;wm"." 
t.lle lipPi'll' vault; other arrOWS, ~enlt-'d to I'i:-:e t.o meet t hem frolll 

the depths of the diRtallt sea.. ] t \Va ... v('ry IOJlg" be/ore illly light 
touched the 1~I't.h , but nt last the great clome of Elhru;l. wa.,"l of :1. 

I-illdd~n ilimninated, and the twin toweN of Ushbu. er~ught th.\ fI~U I It"S, 

fir8t red, theu guldel!. In a few minutes thl~ lesser erestH of' t.ht' 
'Frosty CilUC~ ' Sl\S' were kisseJ hy the sun , 1.lw skl.clows fled a.way 
for shelter under the loftiest ridges. Tbe IIPl'tW wodd of tIle 
mouutains wru; awake. The inlmlJit.cd world - the grey hill:i alld 
dales of Mingrelia. ami the f>ea-spaces hl'yolltl - still waik-d il l 

BOlllhre twi light.. 
The next stage in the aSCeIlt W: I.<'; t.o gai u the Sllow-ter mct" 

whieh slopes across the clifts of Tetllld.l up to t 1m base of t Ill: 
101lg' southenl l' i::l.g-e that fall s in the direction uf Adisk A ... let:!' 
bank sw.rnro by el'evasse~ hrought us to the terrace, the Imow Oil 

which proved to be very 100ft and powdery. The distallce to he 
trav(;.,1'8oo was great, and progl"eHs became slo\\", exct'etiillgly laborious , 
and, owing to the cold ill. the shadow of the mOlilltaill, ~',omc~llUt 

painful. D,;voua880ud suggested that we might force a path lip t<r 
t he western ridge, which \Va.!; immed;a.tely a.hove us. 1 declined, 
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The way, if ther~ were one, lay up steep slopes of rocks, sno1V, 
and ice. If the ice entailed step-cnttiug. the task would have 
heen endless; if soft SIlOW lay on icc. extremely dangerous. I 
did not think the chance of .finding the slopes in good condition 
justified the attempt. and we abided by th~ comparH.tively certain 
route I had laid down from old photographs. • 

We turned to our right and ploughed up the te~. The 
only variety was afforded by a short, but steep, hank of ice. The 
loose snow on it had to be scraped off, and good steps made for 
the descent. It was bitterly cold in the shadow, but I bad no 
suspicion at the time that the cold was of a. kind to make frost­
bites probable. After crossing a tiny plain we pushed our leader 
over the Bergschrund. and he-tugged us up a. last bank, on the 

• top of which we broke through a cornice and came out into 
glorious sunshine. It was 9 A.M.; we had been over eight 
hours climbing from our bivouac. We sat down to hutch .on a 
little terrace, which lies at the base of the long southern ridge of 
Tetnuld, and is very noticeable from the Latpari Pass. 

The prospect was glorious. The upper glens and sources' of the 
Ingur lay at our very feet... We could have cast our shoes on 
the towers of Adish; we looked across the face of the great cliffs 
aJld ice-falls which are opposite the traveller on the Latpari Pass. 
We commanded the great nevi of the Adish Glacier, which spreads 
out between Tetnuld and the rock-peak called Lakutsa on the new 
map: and is backed by Katuillta,u and the western top of J~ga-a 
shining tn.lJleland, never before looked down on save by the stars. 

This was the 'decisive moment of the day. I . e:xamined 
anxiously the long lovely ridge which curved. down .to us from 
the still distant summit. It promised well; it was fairly broad, 
nowhere very steep, and but little ice glittered on its crest. Stil1, 
it was long. and the softness of the SIlOW made it RUem longer. At 
every step the leader sank over his ankles. Consequent1y leading 
was exhausting, and WI-! had to cha.nge frequently. From time to 
timE! there was a little variety, a few yards of ice or Q. sudden steep 

'rise, which forced us to .zigzag and use , our axes. Once we were 
driven on to the flat top of Q snow-cornice, & cornice so prodigious 
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that it could be seen eve;' from Mujal, and strong enough to have 
borne an elephant. 

All the wa.y the views were sublime, and we were free to use 
our eyes. Those who are familiar with the down-look from the top 
of the Watterhorn will understand our situation if 1 say that on 
thp. edgf1 of Te~nuld one enjoys for hours a. similar sensation. The 
snow fa.lJs away in a short white curve, and then you see, literally 
between your legs, the meadows of Suanetia, 7000 feet below_ Close 
at hand were our gigantic neighbours, Jnnga and Shkara. In the 
west, Elbruz loomed larger and loftier at every step. Ali the dome 
of Brunelleschi dominates the c&ulpaniles of IflOl'ence, or SL. Paul's 
our City spires, so it raised its vast CUl'ves above all thet1esser 
heights. Even Ushba. sank to alootstool before the great white 
th,"one. inhabited, as the Caucasians believe, by the Prince of tho 
Power of the ·Air. 

So three hours or more passed; my aneroid was marking Ilj,500 

feet (equivalent to about 15,700 to 15,800). but ever in front 
rose fL fresh frozen bank. I looked across to the ·north-west ridge, 
a.nd an eminence I had noted on it wa.s below us. • Nous 
approcholls,' I !:laid to }1·ran~ois. 'Nalls allom. arriver,' he replied 
r:heerily. The snow grew thin; some steps had to be cut into ice. 
There seemeu le8.'1 bulk in our peak; the converging ridges were 
below; there was little but air above us. Twenty minutes Inter a 
white bank cut the sky; it sauk, our eYed overlooked it, our feet 
trampled it. I ran on for a few Jevel yards; there was nothing 
more; two ridges fell steeply ooneath me. 'l'etnuld was ours; 
anot.her great peak of the Caucasus was climbed. 

It was 1.15 P.M. We had been nearly four hours over the last 
i700 feet of crest, twelve and a balf hOUTS, including ImJts, from our 
bivouac. I am afraid I enjoyed the next hOl1r more than tlw secre­
tary of a scienti6c---or quasi-scientific- society ought to have done. I 

1 The Roy:!.l Geogra.phical Society, of which I Wall rOll thirlCtn yta." (1881-1!1l!4 ) Olll! of the 
HODora.ry Sec"'t. riea, il Meientific in itl a.;ml but popular ill its c.)I!st;wtion. O .. inl{ to din 
.. t.enllt! of a.ny qua.li6eation for ir. mu>\J.e"hip- lave Be~ and an anllulll luboerivtion-tl.e (nur 
ini",,-11 F.R.G 8. do not neceMUily indi,·ate \.hat thir poI<lIUlWf i~ either .. tl"llveUer or , 
if6OKNph~r. h" high time IWml\ OOlUllt.t:uous Mmi eI\.iIily reoogniaabl" lin .. WIUI drllwn between 
tile qu;U.illtd II:tflUbea of the Soei~ty lind thOfe II'h ..... re simp,," lubacribt,n. 
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I might.. have been boiling thermome~rs. or feeling -my own 
pulse, or securing accura.te bearings. But 1 would put in a plea 
for the makerf> of 'first ascents.' J They open the way, and make 
it easy for others to follow them. We mo.mntaineers are not the 
camp· followers, as some critic has impertinent ly suggested, but the 
pioneers of 8cience. Fiat expt~/"irlientum in cQrpore "j,'ili : I·ha\'e no 
objection to the application of the proverb. Where our boqies have 
opened a new observatory, let t he Scientific Bodies follow at their 
ease and t heir leisure. Had I tried to measure precisely I should 
not have succeeded. As it was, I estimated Tetnuld as 'slightly 
over t 6,000 feet.' The new !:lurvey makes it 82 feet under 
16,000 feet. The ~mrvey makes Gestola. 14 feet higher than 
its t;ister pe<'l.k. · But I should J.i,ke to be certain both peaks were 
measnred from the same side of the chain. There have been vtry 
considerable discrepancies in some of the heights from time to, 
time communicated to me by the Surveyors, as results of the new 
measurements. Undoubtedly they are, as a. whole and approximately, 
accurate, hut I feel confident that~-ru; hafi been the casu in the 
Austrian Alps- further corrections will ill severaJ cases have to be 
made ill t he official figureA. 

We had time to study in detail . the va .. '1t panorama. comma.nded 
hy our space-searching Hummit. The broad snow· fields of the 
Zanner, over which next day we hoped to force a. paSs, called for 
particular attention. Wha.t a superb ice-gorge led up to the gap 
between us and Gestola. 1 The green valley over its shoulder should 
be Chegem. Dykhtau was a surprise; the southern face was this 
year llU white, while Donkin's photograph had prepared us for 
a bare cliff; Koshtantuu, all but t.he pyramidaJ top, was masked by 
t he cliffs of Mishirgitau; Shkara dominated everything on the 
watelMhed; Janga. was a little higher than ourselves: between them 
they cut oft'the view of the eastern snows. The part of t he horizon 
occupied by snowy peaks was narrower than in most Swiss and 

1 I Min foTtilied ill my plea \'y t.he fl'Ct that I have Illy oM rri~nu, Prote>lllOf Tyndall, .... ith 
me. ti i.< (~moll~ de<IC ription of tJl~ Jirflt >OlICtnt of the Weiflllhom conc1ndu all (oUO'll".: '1 

"j>f!ncll my Hotebook to m"ke a few <lLservAtiO!l~, but I IJOOn rel;nquiahed !he attempt. Th«re 
w,," "omdhing incongruous, if not profane, in allowing the l)Cientilic hllnlty to inkrfere where 
~ileot worflhip .. 1\11 the" !"e18onA.hle Bervic-- ~, 
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many Caucasian views, bu t the heights were on a scale more 
imposing than that of the Alps. 

Beyond the sunny hills of Mingrelia dond the sea-haze I made 
out p13.inly the distant snow-flecked ranges towards Ktu's and 
'l'rebil!.:ond: Ararat I failed to recognise, though there were some 
distl\nt · pink cumu1i which probably marked iWi ' whereabouts. 
Gener~ CLodzko, the first Dil'ector of the (Amc:u;i;tll StaB: who 
camped on the top of Ararat, asserts that he identified EILmz 
from it. The distance betwoon these peaks is 280 miles ; 'J'etnuJd 
is 80 miles less. On the Alps 1 have, from a height of 12,000 
feet in the Ortler Group, seen' Monte Viso at a. distt1.nce of over 
200 mileA. 

As we were on the point of . tnrtillg a. guide 'kicked an ice · u.J;~ • and set it sliding. It, happily hitched on the very verge of tllt~ 

Adish slope. In cutting the few l:lteps needful for its recovery I we 
had another oppOrtunity to rea.lise what that "dope is. The dt;scent 
of the ridge proved 'perfectly safe and p..a.sy, and in about a ll hour 
we \vere back at the &'\ddle. Here I felt sollie hendache, our 
ouly suffering from the rarity of the air: it passed oil' after fI li~ht 

meal, and was probably more due to hunger than l ~lIythillg else. 
Light clouds had begun to form in the seaward hollow!!; they 
collected in the dales of Suanetia, and now ,';uddenly, fll:I if at. 11 

given signal, streamed up to LIM. I was reminded of the pro­
cession of the Ocean Nymphs in the PI·01fletltell.~ Vi1lctu.~. They 
passed lightly overhead , lingered a. while ronnd t he peaks, and 
before sunset had again melted away. 

The descent was without further incidcnt. The ~mow WAA vcr)" 
heavy, but our hearts were light. W e had 3. moment.a.ry diflEwencc 
when the leading guide, justly dreading our t rack through the 
sdracs so late in the day, began to make for the northern comer of 
the great basin. Fran90is and I had to insist Oil a sharp turn to 
the left, which brought us to the top of the long straight slope 
by which I had proposed to sscend, south of the rocky ~" 
We wallowed up to our waists, but the slope was steep enough to . 

·make progress, even by wallowing, compaliltively rapid. W'e woce 
eoon on hard and bare ice, and t·he rope could at last he taken 
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off. Jogging steadily on, we regained our boulder and the white 
rhododendron bank at 7 P.M. There was no longer 8. mist in 
the sky. Ushba rose a dark shadow against the sunset. 

Generally in such a situation the thoughts go backwards to 
fight over again the day's ba.ttle; but ours, a.nd our flyes, were 
strained onwards. Could a.nything be seen of our compau;.on a.nd 
his baggage~tmin on the opposite hi1l1 We searched in ""in the 
sides of the Zanner ice~fal1. I quickly came to the decision to stop 
where we were, since our bivouac was a.lready prepa.red, in the trust 
t}la.t if our party were on the road, which we should doubtless 
learn &8 so~n &8 it was dark by tneir beacon-fire, we might catch 
them up next day. Presently our own beacon flamed up. and 
after the guides had turned in Ie rested long beside it in n. com­
fortable hollow, watching the slow muster of the heavenly host an~ 
waiting for the respotlsive glow-which never came. Soon after 
ten I too crept into my bag, thankful that 1 had not to seek the 
narrow shelves of some crowded Club-hut. 
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