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It must be understood that Shkam and Janga are not absolutely 
independent peake, but are names of two portions of a. continuous 
crest. They are divided by a mther deep depression, east of 
which Shkara, rising sharply higher than Jaoga, runs for about a 
mile to its highest point. In 1893 this gap appeared dangerous of 
approach from the south side. The ridge between the depression 
and the Saddle Peak may be two miles or more long. and is 
called Janga; it hM three points a little distinguished above 
the rest, of which I ascended, on September 12, the eastern point 
nearest to Shkara. From above the Zanner Pass, 12,859 feet, 
the ridge runs roughly east for about eight miles to the eastern 
end of Shkara, something over 17,000 feet, whence it falls rapidly 
to the Dykhsu Glacier. From Gestola to the east end of Shkara, 
some six miles, the height of the ridge above the Bczingi Glacier 
varies from 5000 feet to 7000 feet. It is a most magnificent, 
wonderful wall. 

I may describe here the view which we had from Janga on 
September 12, as in many respects it m\l~t be much the same 
as that from Shkara. The most surprising thing from Janga was 
the seeming narrowness of the snows. Although the breadth of 
pennanent snow, where we stood, may be twenty miles, I had a 
feeling that the CauG..'l.Sus was a kind of snow tight-rope, the ca.use 
of this being, I think, that on both sides we saw far beyond the 
snows. Just below us, to the south, the glll.ciers were all but 
entirely hid from us by their own steepness, and the eye plunged 
directly on green grass and vegetation, beyond which stretched 
ridge upon ridge of blue hills so far below us and so fused by 
distanc~ that their undulations seemed hardly more marked than 
those of waves on the surface of the sea. Northward, through 
the gap of the Bezingi Glacier, we looked beyond the snows over 
high bare hills and lower detached summits far into the steppe. 
where the eye seemed capable by searching of ever widening 
its ken. The feeliug of great height and remote distance was 
deepened by a solitary white bird poised high .bove us, 1'0 the 
north we .w no sign of mall, but to thp. south Almer's quick 
eye caught sight of a church, and behind it some white objects, 
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which we guessed to be the whitewashed towers of a Suanetian 
villa.ge. After the bare Bezingi slopes it was a great pleasure 
to the eye to rest on the thick foliage of the endless Suanetian 
woods shining in the sun. Our point of Janga was a little lower­
Almer in his disappointment said ten feet, but at any rate it was 
distinctly lower-than the western summit. I The Saddle Peak 
looked much more sharply marked off from the rest of the ridge 
thlUl when seen from the Bezingi Glacier. But the one peak on 
the Bezingi ridge, from Shkara t o above the Zauner Pass, that most 
clearly, as seen from the llorth side, has a separate existence, and 
deserves a separate name, is the beautiful cone of Gestola, which 
springs up so sharply as constantly tQ serve as a standard of 
measurement: even as far away as the neck of Ushba I guessed 
our height by t.he base of Gestola. 

'1'0 return to Ollr ascent of Shkaro.. After about five minutes, 
as the cloud became no lighter, we ran down to the level place, 
where we were a little sheltered from the wind. Whil~ here 
the cloud cleared, flO as to show us the upper belt of ruddy 
rocks, and the top of Dykhtau Lacked by blue sky- a beautiful 
vision from our cloud of gl00m and cold. I felt like a man, half 
starved, looking through a window at a warm fire. The cloud 
soon closed in thicker thnn ever, and we began the descent, going 
as hard as we could in order to clear the snow-slope below the ridge 
before dark. The short rock-bit with its ice gave us more trouble 
than in the ascent, especially 8. single step where one had to tuck 
in one's abdomen and throw the left leg round So corner. Just 
beyond this we picked up the wraps left in the ascent •• and I 
was glad to have their additional wannth. 

On the slope below the ridge it became dark, so that although 
I could see Almer above me I could only tell where Roth was 
below by the darkness seeming a shade thicker, or, when he had 
turned, by his voice. The slope was too steep to allow of carrying 
the lantern. Our morning steps were £lied up with blown snow, 

l X Juk~ ,tTY it .. " f'ftI~ lown (~ of Ow &,.11 ~iml 8oti«" 
Pebluazy 1891. Po 111, ud. Boney JIlf.~~-D. W. F. 
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and although Roth was very quick in reco,\'ering them we had 
a wearisome time groping and kicking fOl' the !>teps before we 
crossed the lower of the two Sc~r1tllds. It is easy to follow 
straight steps in the dark, but not so easy when they turn; 
and Roth's' The step is there,' uttered in a crescendo of virtuolls 
surprise, made one chuckle, but was hardly directing. All things 
come to an end. At length we cleared the slope, and after lighting 
our lantern swallowed Bome biscuits and cold tea. Sitting or stand­
ing about the lower lip of the Schrund, three feebly illuminated 
figures of Father Christmas, we felt that a bowl of steaming toddy 
to complete the picture would not have been amiss. We easily 
followed our morning tracks by lantern light-there was Bome­
thing strangely impressive ill the high walls and deep troughs 
of the ice-fall by the feeble glimmer~until we came near home, 
where the hard snow showed no tracks. Almer and I waited in 
patient weariness Ulltil a shout from Roth told us he had found 
our ledge, and we followed. It was about a. quarter to ten. 
Home, sweet home! It had been a hard, cold climb. How we 
did enjoy the hot soup I I blessed the man who first thought 
of self-cooking Houp-tiIlS. 

Owing to the shortness of September days, climbing in the 
dark or by lantern light was one of the most disagreeable incidents 
of our climbs. In eight out of thirteen expeditions I took part 
in we had more or less night work. 

I thought more of Shkara, considered simply as a climb, than 
of Janga or Ushba. Janga, when once we had reached the> sunshine. 
was a right pleasant climb, full of interest, with a fair amount of 
work, and crowned with a sublime view; but there was no strain 
about it. Ushba, on the successful attempt, was turned by a fall 
of fresh snow into an easy and reasonably safe, though fatiguing, 
snow walk as far as the neck. Shltara was a hard strain nearly 
all the time, between the cold and the labour. The guides had 
at least five, probably six, hours' step-cutting. It was the coldest 
climb I ever made. I was quit with both thumb-ends and the 
right linger-ends frost-bitten, The guideR were all right then, but 
I believe our cold day on Shka .. hOd a good deal to do with their 
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8ubsetjuent ailments. It was curious that the cold took away ftt the 
time all flense of fatigue; but we were tired enough afterwards. 

Of the ways of reaching the crest of the Bezingi ridge I 
thought our route up Janga the best: it lay by the rocks to the 
right, in ascending, of the steep, narrow glacier, which falls from 
the depression between J anga and Shkara. There were some 
short bits of hard rock-climbing, but these, we found afterwards, 
can all be turned. We crossed the mouth of It ghyll, the high 
pitch at the back of which was crowned by glacier, from which ice­
blocks may fall at times. :From the depression between Shkam 
and Jangn. it would be well worth t rying the ascent of the former. 
The first part of Shkara riae~ so sharply that Almer thought the 
direct ridge-climb might be impossible, and we could not see how 
the Suanetian slope lay ; uut if this point is once climbed or turned 
the rest of the way flid not seem dif:ticult. The depression seemed 
to indicate a paas into Snanetia, hut I could not see what was 
the nature of the southern slope. 1 

I had no trouble 'worth RpeakilLg of with the Bezingi natives. 
They are, no doubt, given to petty pilfering; but when I 
remember how the tent was on our expeditions left unguarded, 
and what value they attach to knives, nails, matches, and other 
things, to us the commonest articles, 1 must give them credit for a 
fa.ir a.mount of honesty that they did lIot stl'ip us of eyel'Ything. 

On the morning after we hR.d been up Janga. 1 found Roth 
very unwell with pains all over, especially in the chest. Towards 
evening, however, he was smoking-a sure sign of recovery; but in 
the night Almer was taken ill. H e was worse than Roth, hardly able 
to apeak or move, and remained little better all the next day. On 
the 15th September Roth was well a.nd Almer recovering; but a 
wind-storm began in the mountains, and its fearful cold kept us 
that day and the next, by day as well as by night, in our sleep-

1 I haTe .moe .u.r.d in three atuDiptt on Janaa £rom the lOutb. aide-in 1890. when 
Almer 1&d JIIy friend Holder alId myMlt. aod ,.ice in 1893, in the oomp&lly r>f Meure. Wooney, 
Newmarcb, aDd Solly. W. f.:>und in the latter year ~t the pMfI between Sh.bra and J~ 
'WM t.oo da:Dgel'OU OIL the IOUtb lid. hoD.~. Indeed, mOlt MOeD'" on the .oul.il aid_ 
.~ Tunuld__w.ldoh mort difficult and duprolll tha.n the nort.bem olimbe.-J, H. C. , 
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ing-bags in the tent. The cold developed an eager appetite for 
fa.t, and I felt in training for the candles, if need \vere, On 
the morning of the 17th the wind had fallen much. ancl we set 
off with six porters for Betsho. Fierce gusts that searched one's 
marrow blew at intervals as long as we \\-ere on the Bezingi side 
of the Zanner Pass, but once over we found all still, bright and 
warm. Everything on the Suanetian side seemed of a richer a.nd 
pleasanter nature. The wood~, clad in the most gorgeous of autumn 
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colours, were inexpressibly pleasant to our eyes, which, for more 
than a· month, had hardly seen trees except in the form of firewood 
The \vild crab-apples we found nearly ripe and sweet-a great treat. 
The two Mulakh men I engaged in place of the Bezingi porters 
were of a gentler and more obliging nature than the Bezingians. 
Food was morE" varied. We replenished our stock of salt; besides 
·mutton and breadl we obtained readily eggs and cheese. and even 
80me vodka; and never Irishma.n was better pleased than I with 
the taste of a potato. 

We reached Beteho on the morning of the 19th, o.nd found 
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the officer in charge very ci viI. He assigned us in the Cancellaria 
a good rQom 'VI'ith a fireplace. Chairs and a table and sofa were 
demoralising Capuan luxuries; and, worn and jaded as we felt, we 
stayed in the rest of the day, sending out Kosta, a Mulakh man 
whom I had retained, to forage. 

While at Beteho I was amused by the people who came in to 
sell provisions. An old woman brought a very sickly-looking sheep; 
several women and girls each hrought u. single cheese; two men 
had each a bottle of native vodka. There are no stores. Each 
family haa its own stock of provisions, and naturally will Dot sell 
so as to leave itself bare; so that it is a slow business on first enter­
ing a vil1age to collect food from cottage to cottage. Afterwards, 
when the people l'ealise that the traveller is willing to pay, they 
bring voluntarily what each can spare. DoubtlesH I had the benefit 
or the confidence inspired by previous climbers. 

Next day we set out to look for a camp, and, following the 
pa.th, found ourselves above the lower part of the Gill Glacier, 
which descends under the east slope of Ushba, and opposite to the 
gap between its two towers. We could see nothing for mist, 
but, listening for a long time, I heard no fall of stones or snow, 
and was satisfied that we need not fear the avalanches which 
Donkin in his l<-t.ter to Hold<-l' had mentioned as turning his 
party back. We knew nothing of their unhappy fate, and when 
we came on a shallow trench and found bits of a Mciringen paper 
indicating where they had camped. we felt pleased as with a. sense 
of companionship. and I was glad to see that the guides looked 
cheered and livelier. The water supply-glacier water trickling 
down a rock-had failed, and we judged that. in the more ad­
vanced and colder season we had now reached, we must C4mp 
lower. 

On the 21st September, leaving part of the baggage at Betsho, 
we pitched the tent on a tongue of land, above the little valley 
on the lower Bide of which are the last trees, and distant about 
an hour's walk: from Donkin and Fox's camp. 

Next to the Matterhoro, U.hba is the most impoaiDg mountain 
I have seen. There is a strong suggestion of likeness between 
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the south peak and the Matterhorn, a.nd, t hough the latter is 
the more symmetrical, U ahba is much the greater. It is neady 
a thou&'l.nd feet higher above the level of the sea ; ntld whilst 
the Matterhorn is not much over 9000 feet above Zcrmatt, 
US]lba towers 11,000 feet abo .... e Betsho. Its ma,<;s is double that 
of the Mn.tterhorn. The npper rocks of the south peak to be 
climbed mllst be nearly 6000 feet, against little more than 4000 
feet on the Matterhorn. 

The two peaks of Ushba are joined some 700 feet. fiS near 
a.<; I can guess, below their tops, by a saddle or neck of rock 
covered with snow. Their cragl' on the east side of the neck are 
divided by a snow-slope of aquaJ bl"Cnd tJ! for 11. distance which 
took us two hours tWl'lnty-five miuutes in sofL snow to ~cend; then 
the cliffs of the north peak brenk off towards the north a.t nearly 
right angles to their former line, the rocks of the south peak still 
running down !itraight as above. From the neck to where the rocks 
retinl, the slope, gnulually becoming less steep, hl\.<I no crevasses, 
but at the latter point an ice-fall begins, which keeps its original 
width, tbnt of the gap, for a space which, climbing at a fair 
pnce, we were two hours ill ascending; whilst from the foot of 
the cliAs of tIle north peak descends for t he same depth an 
ice-glope, towa.rds which, where it touches the north side of tLe 
ice-fall, the latter presents a wall fringed with iciclcti and set ill 

places with ice-CltVernS, which riRes from 20 to 50 feet above 
the level of the ice-slope. A long Sch1"ltnrl runs across the foot 
of the ice-fall and ice-slope, and below it the glacier gradually 
sweepR round the Ll\Ee of the south peale The illustration opposite 
will, I trust, make these details more intelligible to the reader. 

On the 22nd we made our first attempt on Ushlxt, but after 
four hours' climbing Roth's illneHs obliged us to return. I found 
he had been unwell the day before, but had not told me, on the 
cha.nce of recovering. Now he was writhing on the snow with pain, 
and plainly unable to proceed. Thankful that his pluck had not 
lerl him to hold out longer and until we were on the ice-slope, 
we slowly returned to the tent, where htl was made as warm and 
comfortable 8IJ our poor resources permit&d. His pains were in 

VOL. II. D 
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the chest and legs, accompanied with a difficulty in breathing, 
and as these were much the same as those he had quickly 
recovered from at Bezingi, I thought that he would 800n be well. 
On Sunday, however, though free in the chest, he was plainly 
in for a bout of rheumatism. This was a great disappointment, 
for Roth is a first-rate step·cutter, and I had seen that, in tIle 
icy state of the mountain, the neck between the two towers 
could only be reached by almost continuous cutting from the 
long Schruurl. ()o speaking to Almer he agreed to try aloll(, 
with me. I thought it very spirited ill 11im not to he discouraged 
by his companion's illness, or by the certa.inty of an exccRsi ve 

amount of labour in step-cutting, to say nothing- of the g-cnerally 
imposing and formjdable lovk of Usl.lua. 'Ve arranged that Almel' 
and I should try again next morning-, and that if Roth felt no 
better, he should go down with Kosta, when the latter brought 
proviflions, to Betsho, where he would a.t lc.l.<;t be warm. 

Almer and I left QUI' tent a.t 3.35 on the morning of the 24th, 
and ascended on the left side of the glacier by easy rock and snow 
slopes, at first in a nOltherly direction, towards Mr. Freshfield's 
GulLa, and then west, until, aft.er passing under a wall of rock, which 
seemed from the stones near its base to be sometimes dangerous, 
we came, at 7.37, to the long crevasse, where we breakfasted. The 
glacier below the crevasse was sprinkled freely with boulders, large 
and tlmall. The ice - slope is exposed to the faJl oC stones, and 
also of great icicles from the cliffs of the northern peak. We 
found it all bare, roughened and pitted with previous meltings, 
and every stroke of the axe cut into real ice. It was much wasted, 
so that in places large smooth polished sheets of slopi~g rock 
were exposed. Altogether it was more formidable in appearance 
than nny ioe - wall I had seen, and Almer said the same. No 
doubt. earlier in the season, before the mountain has been cleared 
by frequent avalanches, 1Jlis slope is very unsafe. 

At 8.5 we found a way over the crevasse, and Almer cut 
our way slowly until, after an hour and a. half, we had turned a 
sheet of smooth rock, and were able to a.pproach the ice-fall. Its 
icicles seemed 80 small by comparison with the giant ones on the 
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wall of the north peak, that we did not fea.r them; but, to be more 
secure, I proposed that we should go on the ice-fa.ll at an e8.bY place. 
Almer agreed that it would be safer and better, but was afraid that 
we might he stopped by a crevasse. Unfortunately, I had per­
suaded myself that the crevasse could be turned by the rocks of the 
south peak, and so we went upon the ice-fall, and Almer had at 
first easier step-cutting in hard snow; then followed ice, and last, 
a short bit of soft snow. Finally, we fonnd the crevasse could 
not be turned. I knew there was no chance now for that day, 
but wished to reltch the top of the ice-fall in order to gain n c1enr 
view of the neck. Descending the soft snow, Almer had step­
cutting again to a point where we could go down to the slope. 
which was ice, as below, except the last pa.r!", where it was lymg in 
.steep ribs with alternate channels. Ht>re we were startled hy the 
crash of an icicle from the north peak shivering upon the slope, as if 
:tIl the windows in Regent Street had fallen on to the pavement. 
It was not too nenr, but near enough to make me appreciate Ahner's 
remark: 'If that had strllck us it would ha.ve hurt us very much.' 
~oon afterwards we were within a few feet of the buse of tIle 
north peak, and at about 1.45 had gained the foot of the lust 
snow-slope below the gnp. Some stones whiy-zed from the north 
peak at the same time, 60 high that they could not have struck 
the ice-slope until near the long crevasse. 

The lower part of the gnp, where the slope is gentle, was soft 
snow, but above all was glittering ice with, just below the ncck, 
some ribs of rock. 'Ve could. climb, we saw, on to the north peak 
from the neck, but reckoned that with the best luck we could not 
expect to reach the top before dark, and passing the night there 
was more than we were prtlpared to endure. 

We contented ourselves, perforce, with lunching and looking 
about us. The view was magnificent and startling. All the grea.t 
central peaks served as a white background to the forests of 
Suanetia., t.he autumn colours of which were like fire in the 
s1lnlight. 

On returning to the tent I found that Roth had gone down 
to Betsho. As Almer was very Ollxious and vaguely afraid that 
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Roth's illness might be something worse than rheumatism, I sent 
him down next day to say that I would start at once for Baturn 
if Hath wi~hed it and was able to travel; but that if he had no­
thing worst" than rheumatism the best thing for him was to stay 
at Betsho, where he could be warm hefore a good fire within stone 
walls, whilst Almer and I again tried Dahba. I felt bound to 
make the offer to start at once, for although Kosta was very kind 
and attentive, it was no joke for Roth to be ill amongst strangers; 
but I prayed heartily that he might not accept it. I had It 

hard struggle for my dinner that evening; heavy rain was fallillg 
and a strong wind blowing, so that after Ill.uch ado to light thE" 
fire there was worse trouble to keep it lit. In thf:' night, waking 
:lod sitting up, my filce touched ROlnething clammy, amI I found 
the front of the tent had faJlen in, the wet having put nil extra 
strain 011 the stny-rope. On going out to set thingR right, 1 met 
the raill coming down in torrents, but its violence was reassuring, 
as it t-;howf',l that s:pow must be falling above ill such 41lantities 
that some must stick on the ice-slopes. 

Next day Almer came back with the good news that Roth 
would stay at Betsho as t he best place for him. Rain fell mo">t 
of that day and up to eight of the following morning, when the 
sun shone out wlI.rm and welcome, and a fine day following we 
resolved to try again. 

Almer and I left the tent at 3.8 A.M. on the 28th with small 
hope of success, for the sky looked anything but favourable, long 
filaments of cloud being drawn across it, and the only good sign 
was that the clouds never ca,me low enough to quite tQuch the 
Laila range. The first step in snow told us that we were in for 
8. hea.vy grind, but encouraged us to hope for good foothold. We 
toiled up the lower slopE:' of rock and snow in the direction 
of Gulba, and then, passing under the rock-wall, came upon an 
immense mass of a.valanche-snow, the upper part of the fresh 
snow lately follen upon the ice-slope. We were now sure of a 
fine day, and took cheerfully the toil of walking on the avalanche • 
one moment standing on a frozen block n.nd the next sinking up 
to our knees. We found the long crevasse choked up by the 
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avalanche, and passed it without ha.lt at 8.3, having Lrettkfasted 
below. We were satisfied from onr former experit:nce that little 
was to be feared from the icicles pendent from the icc· fall. and 
agreed that our best way was to keep close to the latter, so 
that if stones or icicles fell from the north peak we should have 
a chance of protection under the wall of the ice-fall. I Save for 
a few steps just above the crevasse and the clearing out of 80me 

of the old steps on the ribs of hard snow near the north peak 
there no was need for step-cutting, the avalanche having left 
plenty of snow well fastened on the icc-slope alld covereu up the 
sheets of smooth rock. Much encouraged by the shorter time 
we took to P:l.SS remembered points, we reached tIle top of the 
lce~fall at 10.5, having ascended the slope in little more than 
11. third of' the time we had t:Lken when nearly everything was 
ice. \Ve Iwlted here forty minutes. 

The fijl!owing two huurs and twenty~five minutes up to tl~e neck 
were intenf.lely tiLtibruing. I could have Hworn in the ascent that 
the snow grew deeper as we ascended, hut when descending the 
slight pain from the pres!-Iure agaillfit the knee-cap of the then 
frozen rim of t il e step~ showed the depth to he up to tlle knee!;, 
and uniform nearly all tIle way. 'Ne hbonred on nhnost un~ 

rt:llllitti ngly lip the incn::asillgly Hteep slope, turn ing- near the neck 
to ollr left to reach a rih of rock, and then by a. few steps iu 
the ice on the rock, or hy the rock, came at last to the RUddle, 
the Hnow edge of which Ahller broke through at 1. 10, greatly to 
my pleasure, for there was to be a change in the charu.ctcr of our 
labour. We were near to the south peak. and both looked l l t 

its ridg"e rising from the neck; then Almer said that he was not 
going on that, and we at once turned to our right for the north 
peak. The south peak ridge rose steeply, straight as an arrow, 
and was coated over with hard snow and in places ice, the general 
evenness of the conting seeming to indicate that there were few 

1 The party of 1893 found, in confirmation of Mr. Woolley's ex~rienCf! of 18R9, that 
it i8 .Coat t.o ascend th, .lope below the north peak in 1\ lille much more to the right and 
runllin& up nearly to the our.ermol~ edg~ uf thc rcck1 of the north peak. 'fhe ice and 
.noW in the Oaueune change much, far more than in the AlpIJ. aDd U,hbt. i, often very 
dllJ)gerou .. -J. H. C. 
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breaks in the ridge. As we found it, I was no more minded to 
try it than Almer i but we were both inclined to think that when 
clear of snow and ice it can be climbed. 

In order to reach the north peak Almer crossed the crest to 
its west side, where he had to dear away the snow and cut 
steps in the ice beneath it. While waiting in the steps on the 
east side I looked over and saw Elbruz half in mist, and nearer 
us, a fine snow-mountain, which I supposed to be Dongusorun. 
The rocks of the two peaks narrowed the view. On the east 
side there was a fine view of the mountains of the Central Group 
and of the valley and forest-clad slopes beyond Mestin. The woods 
were glowing red in the sun, and with their snow background 
were very beautiful. O·ve .... all was that look of peace peculiar to 
the great mountains, heightened, no doubt, ill my case, by con­
trast with the peraonai sense of strain and effort. The west side 
of the neck was not at all a place to take views from; it was an 
ice-slope, broken with jags of rock, steeper than u.nything but the 
last bit on the other side. We crawled under a jutting crag so 
low that, although Almer wriggled through easily, it was a tight 
fit for me, and would have been a stout man's misery; then 
came more step-cutting, and at length we reached the rocks 
of the north peak after having taken about an hour to trn.vers~ 
the 6dgc. 

We a.scended., keeping below the rock-ridge leading up to the 
north peak, and a~ first had Borne delightfully easy walking. Then 
we came to a place which Almer said might do, if there was not 
a. better. We tried first a spot I had marked as offering a. way 
to the ridge; but Almer, after climbing up a few feet, reported 
smooth rocks, which, as we were no longer fresh, we had better 
not try. Returning. therefore, to Almer's rou~ we found a. rock­
traverse with a n~ly perpendicular fs.ll below, the foothold 
being 8 narrow ledge, but good, exoept at one point, where it 
failed, necessitating 8 short leap just where the handhold was 
next to nothing. On 'the ascent we crossed without trouble. We 

, BOOn came to an easy me-ridge, of not very Bound rocks, leading 
up to the m&in ridge .t • point • few yards below the top. 
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These few yards were snow. and the actual top was a. snow.comice 

ha.nging over the weatern side and rising nOt! ~more th9Jl a couple 
of feet above the highest point we dared tread on. Wo reached 
the top at 3.45. We were in mist and saw little. The south 
peak was altogether invif:lible, and all that we saw to the north 
was an occasional glimpse of a silow-ridge, curving kIl ightly as it 
fell to the north-west. All the upper pa.rt of this ridge was an 
easy walk; below it liwelled out into a huge tower-like form, 
which rose from the glacier 011 the 'side we saw in ice - C<k1.ted 

cliffs that looked impracticable. 
We wellt down to the junction of the side ridge with the main 

one, and sitting down, tired hut bappy. cooked two Silver soup­
tins, and opened for Almer's special nelectation our last sardine­
box, \vhich lIe had reserved for URbba and twice regretfully 
carried back unopened. We stayed till 4.22, the mist lasting all 
the timt'. Then, having put up a stone·mall aud deposited in it 
the sardine-box holding my card with our two names, we begau 
the descent. 

A stone which fell without any excpse came with a heavy 
j erk on tJle rope between 118, and held it down until Almer could 
uescend and release it. W e emne soon ufter to the rock-traverse. 
As tIle ledge sloped !:Iljg-htly downwards the bad step waa a little 
longer, and it 11M also to be taken with the worse leg foremost. 
Not quite easily I worked myself into,. a position where I was 
sure of the step, und passed over. Almer then came, more neatly, 
but also with care. Probably the difficulty we found here was 
owing more to our being wearied by the steep slough of snow below 
than to the nature of the passage itself. We quickly came to 
the neck, and went as fast as we could down the soft snow in 
the gap, but were caught by darkness on , the ice.slofll:' 'This 
did not ma.tter much, for though the snow was now freezing, 
it wa.s still soft enough to take the foot with the heel driven 
in, and we got along famously until we came to just above 
the long crevasse, where a. dozen or 80 or steps had been cut in 
the morning. Here we turneq our fa.ct,s to the elope, and partly 
by the steps, partly by anchoring with the Axe a.nd stubbing in 
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the toes, had descended the worst bit, when, as I was vigorously 
kicking aW:lY, I became aware that my right boot was coming 
ofl. When on the neck I had noticed that the lace had been 
cut and had worked it&elf loose, but as I wns anxious to go as 
low down as possible before dark, allu my frost~bitten fingera 
made me very slow in tying anything, I fif·glected to fasten the 
lace. The boot could nut be attended to when I had my face to 
the hru'd t;iope, and finally, not driving the toe in, I slipped a foot 
!Jefvre 1 could stop mY8elf, the boot dragged off and fell away into 
the dal'kness. I groaned at my folly in not fasteuing the lace, but 
when Almer too began to blame himself for not. having noticed that 
it was loose, I was forced to laugh at the notion of a boot that 
two lUeu could uuL h.eep on. Then he came below me, u.nd cutting 
fI. few steps, we reached softer snow again, where, cutting me n 
seat and holes for my feet, he uuroped and went to look for 
the boot, crossing the crevn..'·,<,e, which turned out to be a very 
few feet below, and lighting his bllteul. At first I felt ve-ry 
vexed, till it came into my mind that at any rn.te the climb WHf.. 

not bootless! Soothed by a chuckle over this comforti.ng ptill, 
I patiently waited. All was very quiet, the stillness broken 
only by the faint crunch of Almer's feet in the snow, and now 
and then by the fall of some small fragment of icicle from t.he 
wall of the ice-fall, making me look sharply round lest worse 
sh(luld follow. Some thousands of feet Lf'low utt the opposite 
slope a couple of fires were lit, and a torch brandished, as if some 
woodman had caught sight of Almer's lantern and was signalling. 
After a time I called Almer back, who reported that as th.e boot 
would not have much wayan before reaching the crevasse, it had 
probably fallen into the big hole not filled up by the avalanche 
at the corner of the ice-fall. I crossed the crevasse, and the good 
fellow then took off his leggings and fastened them round my 
foot. The deep foot-holes made in the soft snow of the morning 
enabled me to walk without slipping, a.nd we tra.velled nearly as 
fast as if I had both boots on, until we reachod the gra.'iS. Most 
of the stones here were as fiat as I now felt myself, but a few 
woke me up sharply. We reached the tent at 11.20 P.M. 
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, It will be seen from what I have said that Ushba., 1\1'; We' found 
it, was in the main a snow gl'ind, fatiguing nnd requiring steadiness, 
a.nd, I fancy, not free from danger; but on our 8ncces~r\.li ascent 
not difficult. On our second attempt the amount of fltep.eutting 
was in excess of anything I ha.ve known in the Alps, at lenRt 
five hours'; and three hour£;' more cutting would have been 
needed to reach the neck. I have been asked if there are any 
rock·climbs in the ()a,ucasus. \-VeU, it is tnlP t hat lip to the 
present Mr. 1\1l1mmelY's way up I )ykhtau is the only Meent 
effected that is all l'IICk; but there a.re many others to 116 f;I\Uld. 
It seems to me th:lt our nat\lral instinct is to nttempt finlt the 
highest or most cOH -"> picliOliS peaks, just a.':I men did in the A1I'H, 
whether they are snow- 01' rock-c1illlbs. Tile tmow-climll$ ill tilt, 
Ua.ncasu8 are greater than those in the A lps ; alill the're is plpilty 
of c..'\11 for the best ice' ('rlLft: t hpy h:l.Ve, too, I'ock hits 0 11 some 
of them equal to lUlY like lengths Ull the Ol'(iillal'Y ways lip :-my 
of tho Zel'lnatt peak.... MisLirgitau is a. rock -peuk, 1111<1 though 
dwtll'ft>d by Dykhta.n, i" over 16,400 fefl t. Tik t~ 'ng(' 11 is a rock· 
peak of over 15,000 fl'l·t. St'vemi of the rock-peaks 0 11 the north 
side of the Rezingi Glacier must 1l1'pI'o.:lch '4 ,000 feet, ulIII tJ,eJ'c 
is one llearly level with SulYllILn Ihshi. 1 saw m lli ly utller I'Ock­
peaks-easy or difficult Ims to be found onto WllOever climhfl 
the f:;outh peak of Usbba will 110t be dissatisfied with his pri .... ..e. 
Caucasian rocks are much morc freely ceated with snow ;l,nd ice 
than Alpine. 

As to the natives, 01;' impression is that tl'tl.Veliing in the 
Caucaslls is safe to any man who pays his way and t reats the people 
civilly, but that it is only safe because of' RUSflian rule. retty 
pilfering is to he looked fOI' from the Be.tiugi men. In tt dispute 
between two parties of Sua.netians at Kala there was n. show of 
dra.wing knives, and a gun, most likely empty, was niUleU, but 
the only violence WM the shying of a stone that gl'o.zed a. man's 
shin. Thereupon the two parties abused each other freely, and 
alter a time retired, each side bursting iJito laughter aa if it had 

done a clever thing. 
The a.ut umn colou.rs of the Suanetian forests are the most 
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wonderful I ever saw, and 1 have been in Pennsylvania in October 
and November. The birch is plentiful and very beautiful; its 
leaves glitter in September like a shower of golden sparks, and at 
my entry into Betsho furnished the main colour. But during the 
week I was camped under Ushba. red became the prevailing hue, 
chiefly from the mountain ash and wild cherry. Single trees of red 
foliage were not nearly so beautiful as the birch, but the massed 
effect of the red in the sunshine was wonderful, especially at 
sunset, and it set off the snows more strikingly. 

The Skenis Skali Valley between Cholur and Lentekhi, the 
most beautiful combination of rock, wood. and water that could 
be dreamed of, is in danger of being despoiled of its trees, several 
clearings ha.ving been made. hy fire. When I passed last, gre:~t 

beeches were lying still smouldering, charred and black, an ugly 
sight. 



CHAl'TEH XVI 

SEAHl'H AND THAVEL IN HIS!) 

Ami Ill"<t the V,lh: or Search , nn ~lIlUCali Ul!\T!) 

All courtlllg ~ lIt r,'noo . IJUt ono flgl!! , IIIHI till ' 
Ho~et with pltf,,!!, ;::'l1lf, and precipICe 
The only WG l ri 18 ' Forward" 

flT/OllllALD 

ref>ult of the sum mel 's 
work of 1888, a'l known in 
England by the middle of 
Septemher of that year, was 
tha.t tho great penh of the 
Oentral Group had been 
climbed, with one exception. 

That exception was the keen sllow-crest, lift.ed high against the 
sky on a broa.d rock-pedestal, which is seen foremost of the 
Central Group by travellers on the railwtly between the CaucUilian 
Baths and Vladik,wkaz. It is now named Koshtant3u and given 
16,88<1 feet, but all official and general maps previous to 1889 had 
referred to it as Dykhtau, and assigned it a height of 16,923 feet. 

Mr. Clinton Dent had been obliged by temporary ill-health to 
return to England. but his companions. Donkin and Fox. with two 
OberIa.nd guides, were still in the Caucasus, and known to be 
bent on attempting the ascent of this noble peak. One day, at 
the end of the month, Dent brought me in London a telegram 
from Naltshik, to the effect that Rieger. the German serving as 
dragoman to the mountailleel"l3, had COIne down from Balkar to 



60 THE EXnURATION OF THE CAUCASUS 

repon that he had not heard or seen anything of his employers 
for three weeks. The inference that n. fatal accident had happened 
was only too clear to both of us. 

The finit question t o ari~e was, 'Should we go out at once 1 ' 
It was decided reluctantly t hat so bte in the year it would be 
ufleless, f; ince, by the middle of October , t he region where search 
would, in ,LlJ probability, have to be made, would he closed for 
!:i nch n. purpose. What could he dOll e below the .. mow-line, more­
over, was being done hy the Russian official", and an Engli8hman, 
Mr. Phillipps. Wolley, who knew the country and the offici111t; 
well, and hOO generously given up his own sporting-tonr ill order 
to lend what help he could in the search. 

Nutive evidence showed t hat t he two momd:.nineers, with their 
SwiSH guides, Kaspar Streich and .1ohann FiRcher of Meiringen, 
had , in the last days of August, started from a. camp at the head 
of a side-glen of the Bezillgi Valley, known as Dumaht, to ascend 
the Ulluauz Glacier, which falls from t he northern 81ope~ of 
Koshtau tau. Fox had wri tten thence to their interpreter Hiegel', 
who with t he luggage had been sent to BaIkal', to expect them 
in two or three days a.t Km'lttlI, a pasturage a.t the head of the 
Cht'l'ek Valley, south-east of Koshtantau, in u. position, relatively 
to the mountains, which ma.y he t;hort ly explained to those familiar 
with the Pennine Alpti by qomparing it to Mttttmark in the Saas 
Valley- Koshtuntau taking the placp. of the Hom., Balkar of Haas, 
the Bezingi Valley answering to that of St. Niklaus, and Dumala 
to the glen leading to the Ta.sch Alp. I 

The autumn March, though carried out with all the energy and 
perseverance possible for men who were themselves without 
mountaineering knowledge, and had none but native hunters to 
help them, was unsuccessful. A further search, made, in conse­
quence of a personal order of the Tsar, by a levy of. the native 
popUlation: ,was equally fruitless. The snows fell- had fallen, 

,indeed, 'before tlie first search could be undertaken-and the 
b1lmbers' fa.te remained involved in doubt and obscurity, at least 
;i th.,·Ptblio mio;t, Dent and I hew that our friends had died on 
the m.GpntaiD4-we felt it to ~ so 'certain that it was recorded 
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as a fact on a memorial brass in Eton College Chapel. But i~ face 
of the theories prevalent in t he Caucasus, Itnd adopted by men in 
authority, and with~ presumably the best means of judging of the 
state of the country, others could not reasonably be called on 
to share our conviction. Conjecture was accordingly rife. and it 
took a pa.rticuhrly painful form. Russians do not understand the 
use of the rope in climbing. The simultaneous loss of four men 
by an accident seeme.d therefore improbable to the minds of the 
Caucasian officials. The hypothesis of violence was con.c;equelltly 
resorted to, and tho peoplt;l of the mountains were held , ill high 
qua rters, to be under vC'ry gnwe sllspicion, and to be amenable 
to retributive memmreH. Less responsible critics, WllO did not 
accurat(>iy appreciate the local orography, at first suggested i,Jmt the 
t ravellers had crossed into Sut1.lletia, and been there waylaid mul 
murdered. We gave no credence whatever to these Ru~g-estionR. 

But even for us, who, from better acquaintance with the country 
and its people, were able to dismiRs sneh crude illlaginings, there 
were many mntters of sad intel·est left open. How, or where, 
within several square miles, our co\llItrymen had dicrl ; whether 
after or before climbing the great peak; whether on its cliff.", or 

a.mong the ice-falls t hat cloak, or nnder the ,wa.};.tlleheH that Hweep 
its sides; what reli cs of their last bivouflc might he recovered; bow 
far the snows had given them It natural burial- these were tLll 

questions which seemed to ca.H for allswer. 
The obvious leaders of a search party were Mr. Clintnll Dent, 

who had been with the lost mountaineers until forced by lH~ll.ltll 
to 16l\ve them, and myself. Myself! first, for old friend Rhip's sake ; 
next because I knew, as no one else in England or in Russia knew, 
the high mountains about the scene of the accident; and finany 
because I was able, by the assistance of the Council of the Royal 
Geographical Society, to obtain leave for an old friend of Mr. 
Fox's, Captain C. H. Powell, of the Indian Arm)"" an ex~ellent 
Russian flOholar, to place his services as interpreter at the dfsposal 
of the search party. We owed very much to ~~ptain PO'IFe~l fqr 
the great ability anJ. patience which he showed in aU t. needful 
communications with Russian officials and village notaQIes, and hiE!! 
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knowledge of Russian added in ma.ny respects to the interest nnd 
pleasure of the journey. 

Mr. Hermann Woolley, our other companion. had been one of 
the ~xplol'ers and photographers of the Caucasian Mountains in 
1888. Indeed, he and his friends on the day of the accident were 
within six miles-as the eagle flies- of the fatal spot. Yet so 
separated were they by icy ridges- the fact is significant of the 
character of the chain - that they heard nothing of wha.t had 
happened until after their return to Enghnd. He brought with 
him two guides from the BerncHe OLerland. Dent *lnd J had 
with us Kaspa.r Maurer, of Meiring-en, WIIO had travelleu in the 
Himalaya. and a young brother of Fischer. one of t.he lost guides­
by profession a schoolmaster-who joined us as a. volunteer. 

Tho material we had to direct us in the search may be concisely 
set out as follows. Before the party left England 1 had verhally, 
and also in writing, given suggestions to Fox for exploring the range 
of Ko!\htantau. I had recommended an attack on the northern ridge 
of the mountain from a side glen of the Bezing-i Valley, known 
as Dumala. This was made, but, owing to uncertain weather 
and a late start, the party only reached the western base of the 
mountn.in. I had also pointed out th&t, failing success in that 
direction, a VAry interesting and beautiful pass could certainly be 
forced over the eastern ridge, and that from the glacier south of 
this spur, flowing towards the Cherek, Koshtantau might be again 
examined, adding, < any attempt on this side, however, wiII be 
a. serious undertaking.' Mr. Woolley has Bince justified my sugges­
tion by successfully climbing, and that without meeting wit)l any 
extraordinary difficulty, the peak by the route thus indicated, 
which Moore and I had first examined twenty years before. 

Fox's instructions, written from the camp in Dumala. from 
which the climbers sent back their tent, to his German servant 
~d interpreter, Rieger, to meet him at Karaul, in three days, 
showed tha.t they had my suggestions in mind; while the very 
.inguI..r prospective entry made in the diary Fox left behind 
with the teJj.t gave Ul! full insight into the details ~f their 
plans, 
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I print here the record of the last three days written up in 
this diary. It seems to me to give in the simple!'lt form a very 
true picture of the cha.racter of mountaineering in the Caucaslts . 

• Surulay, Augu.,qt 26th.-Up 5.30 A.M. Fine mornmg. but 
windy and cold, and not prom iRing for the night. Determined to 
st<trt for high bivouac. Spent long time cooking meat for two 
days. Rhododendron wood for fire. Heavy loads. Streich has 
no truth in cooking soups. Determined to take up two fagoL'! 
of wood. Left tent :),45. Went up moraine on left bank of 
glacier to foot of ice-fall. Very long momine. Halt for photograph. 
Charming flUes by stream between moraine and mountain. Little 
I-Itreams with grassy dells. No wood thongl!. J,ovely CIlmping­
ground at foot of ice-fall. Large cave at top of ice-fa.ll used by 
bOllf.{lIetin. Saw two come ant of it on our return. Flowers on 
momine very beautiful, especially asters, HnJull dnrk blue gentiuml, 
and London pride. Saw two or three kinds of Gnapbalia, but no 
Ede1weiss. Halt on moraine for two photos. 10.40 to J 1.5. Halt, 
grass valley at end of moraine, 11.40 to 11.55. From there we 
topped the ice-fall hy gmss banks and moraine all left bank. We 
halted under cavern for lunch from 1.35 to 2.25 I'.M., and then 
pushed on to upper 116v6, always on the left bank. Snow came 
on thick, with thunder and lightning. Looked out for Bhelter. 
Found at last a &Arund; rock on one side, snow and icides the 
other; got out of storm. Guides lit fire outside under rock and 
cooked soup. Very cold and damp; our hopes of ascending 
Koshtautau from thiM side had been dissipated. The obvious way 
up wa: raked with overhanging seracs, from which there was no 
escape.l Two ways only presented themselves: (1) to mount high 
snow-pass east of mountain, and ascend from the other side of 
what seemed all snow; (2) to climb col west of mountain, and get 
on to north t<,uOO from there. 2 We chose the latter, 88 the east 

I Th~ ob'iowy rerpt'll to the .hort nortb·eMtern buttres. whicb proj~ta betwee.o tlte northern 
and eutern ridgt!., and divide. the two upper t..)"5 c! the UI1'l"'I'~ GlacIer. . . . 

t The.e are the pUWI now known fNpeIltifely u (I) tbe Ulll1l1ouz Pan .. (9:) the MUlhlMI p... Tho teOOnd paM i. in rlet north, lIot "ut of the peak. 
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col was a. very long business. Fischer searched for sleeping-place 
and found a cleft-the rocks ,..;Joped upwards. A poor hole, but 
affording shelter from snow and wind somewhat. The top was so 
narrow that one could only just squeeze oneself inside; below it 
widened out a littl e. The angle was about 30°, We managed to 

ULLUAUt IIA!UlJ '110M TlIt ll'LI.OAUf. U1.A(;lItl< 

rake down about a ton of rock 
and loose stones, with which 
the crack was filled , and made 
fL sort of platform at the base, 
where Streich and Donkin lay. 
I hollowed out a. seat lLbove 
and made a footstool of my 
ice-axe below. W e cUI,led our· 
"elves in om sleeping - hags, 
and tried to be thankful for 
i:>helter. Everything was wet 
and clammy, and a slow drip 
came over lIly knees. Position 
had to be changed every ten 
minuteR, ench change sending 
down a handful of pebbles on 
DOllkill's head. The wiud was 

boisterous. Gusts of snow pn-ttered in, and whistled on the 
sll3eping~b8.gs, ' I was just dozing off, whf'n I was awakened by 
a handful of stones from above, which clattered about my earR, 

followed by a Jarge rock which I had thought secure. It came 
bang on 'my head, and mad~'me see a thousand star,':, ..,so that 

'fol' a moment the hole seemed full of light, In endeavouring to 
:move it on one side I shifWd the ice-axe, and sent a whee1-
Bkrrdw of stones down on poor Donkin's head. His patience and 
emiurance can only be likened to that of Job. I had to get 
down and share the pla.tfonn. Fischer f was already ensconced 
iq. ~other crack outside, ,,0 t~at room ~as found, The guides 
were pretty wretched, and had long abandoned all hopes of 
a. mend in the weather. 'I reminded them of previous ex­
periences, but. gloomy thoughts prevailed. The stones werA 
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hard to lie on, but by this time we were fairly accustomed to 
hard beds. 

, MOllday, 27th.-Drowsiness came over us all in the morning. 
I was first to wake and see blue sky. Got Streich up. Alas! it 
was very late, 5.45 A.M., nnd the morning perfect. We got down, 
cooked chocolate, ate it in silence, and started off at 6.15 (three 
hours too late). Twenty minutes took us across the s~lOw-field 
to foot of col, and we arrived at top of it at 8.20. A lot of 
fresh snow had fallen, making step-cutting difficult. It is a steep 
little pa."Is. We mount€'d by rocks on right. At the top a beautiful 
view f,lTeeted us. We had made a new pass from Dumnla Glacier 
to .Mishirgi Glncier. At our feet was the latter; at its }lead: the 
high buttress of' rock leading to snow and rock north m'Bte of 
Koshtantau. Beyond this a pass leading from hend of Mishirgi 
Glacier to foot of Shkara. Beyond this the splendid precipices 
of Dykhtau. Shkara itself was well seen over the gap between 
Koshtantau and Dykhtau.1 These latter practically met at this col, 
though tllere seemed to be a fine rock-pea.k on ridge 1.vest of Koeh­
tantau before it descended to col. The arlte, which we hoped 
to gain easily, was cut off by the buttress of rock which led to 
the corniced col we had seen from the Ulluauz Glacier. The final 
arete would go anywhere, but would prove a long business. The 
obvious way was to climb the rock buttress, which J was sure 
would go. It was certainly plastered with fresh snow, but nowhere 
very difficult. Streich's plan was to descend some 200 or 300 
feet on to the Mishirgi Glacier, and mount thence to the arOte 
by a lo~ rock-rib. He stuck to his opinion, and we had to give 
in. Had breakfast hurriedly. hut unfortunately did not take & 

photograph. and so missed a splendid and most valuable view, for 
when we returned it was lost in cloud. We left the col at 9.10. 
The descent took a long time, and there was much step-cy.tt,ing. 
We then tried the rib, and found the rocks, as we ha.d expected, 
quite smooth. We cut up between them and foreed our way up 

1 Prob.t.bly 10he gap between Millhirgit.u f\.IId Kbruhlkoltau. Be. S. Sel.la'. pbotGitaph, 
p. lOlt Thia iI Dot ~e Khntmkol (hp, .... hich ill rart-li/,r _~ 

VOL n. E 
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slowly, the fresh snow -making everything most difficult, but at 
11. 40 had made little progress; and as it was obvious we had 
not timd to make our peak that day (the ar~te alone would 
takE" at least four hours), and as clouds were gathering, we 
reluct.antly ordered a return. The col was reached at l.15 P.M., 

and then we finished our stock of provisions, built a cairn, and 
took a. third photo. OUf gtte. of the previous night was reached 
at 4.5, the descent heing somewhat troublesome with .tbe snow 
softened by the day's sun. Packed up and oft' at 4.30. I got in 
with Fischer at 6.25, and got a pot of tea ready. Donkin's foot 
hurt him and he followed slowly. " A hot and' strong soup, made 
by that excellent Streich, and we turned in . 

• 'l'u esd...~!I, 28th . A beautiful night. All slept like tops. At 
4, heavy rain WOkA us up as it pattered on the tent, but we 
dozed oft' again. At 5.30 I woke up and read Afidsum,mc1' Night's 
Dream till about 7.30, wnen the sun came out. Vh had a 
glorious tub in our little stream, n.nd hung all . our things out to 
dry, for we had descended Jast night in a thick wetting rain. 
The man was Bent off for milk and cheese. Our Be2:.ingi ho;;t's 
8On, who had spent the night up here, entered into a long 
conversation witli lIla about our plans, and I hope understood 
them thoroughly. Weather perrnittillg we hope to start again to-
1J'I.OrrOW vrry early, and take three or four days' provisions. Make 
the DUlllala-Dykhsu pass I the first day, and camp ncm' its head. 
C'litnb K oshtantau, if possible from the south side, the 'next, and 
dedCcnd to the Dykhsu Gla('ier . . Thence to Kamul. The man 
meanwhile to gd 'round to Balkal' with a note to Rieg~r.rto send 
him up to Karaul,2 It depends on weather; at present it , is 
fine, but, as usual, clouds are roDing up, and I fear we shall have 
rain before night. Guides are busying themselve6 nailing boots, 
drying clothes, cooking mea.t, etc. Donkin is practising with a 
revolver at imaginary enemies (11.30). The da.y has passed very 
peacefully. The man has gone for milk and cheese witl? a rouble 

I Fox knew po IIep/l.rIlte name for tbe 'l'iutiun Ol.ocler, a.nd tt.Nlted it 41 .. part uf tQ8 
Dykhau, An u~ct kno.ledge or the .outb -.nd uat eidea or KOILt&ntau 1I'U onl, o~ined 
in 18B9. ' ~ ..d.lrnrw Jourmd, vol. xiv. pp. 100 and }02. 
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note (much too high pay, but we do not want to be stinted). I 
have written up my notes. Donkin has worked ont boiling-point 
observations. ' We have read much Shakespeare. Gathered wood 
£Or to-morrow. Streich and I have had a good bake of bread. 
He would not believe in baking-powder until he saw its effects. 
The best bread we have eaten since leaving Batum. Feasted 
largely of it. \Veather looks bad. Clouds down on to glaciel' 
(3 P.M.), will Boon be over our cu.mp. Hope for best. There is 
no understanding "CauQasia,n meteorology.'" 2 

Thus the diary ends. It has been suggeAted that the party 
spent the next dAy in c.'\mp/ but the suggestion rests entirely on 
a statement of the native mentioned in the diary, transmitted 
through Russ ian channels. As that statement is shown by the 
diary to be wrong 8.8 to the day and time of the climbers' 
return, it ClLll hardly be regarded as 'of much weight as to their 
departure. It is unlikely, if the weather was fair, that they would 
have rested anotber day in camp; and we know foom Mr. Holder 
that the 8torDl~.clolld8 passed awny, and that the next two days 
were fine, except that on the afternoon of the 20th mists interfered 
with any examination of the higher ridges-a fact of some 
significance in considering the climbers' subsequent movements. 

A.s to the position of the 'Dumala~Dykhsu pass,' which the 
climbers meant to cross, no rea.'ionable doubt can exist in any 
mountaineer's mind. I had myself pointed it out to Fox, and 
m~rked it in Illy photogrnphs, tracings from which were found at 
the bivouac. It is visible from the meadow at the foot of the 
UUuauZ'""Glacier, where tlleir camp was pitched. [See Initial 
Letter.] There is no other gap which could possibly answer, 
among mountai1i~limbers at least, to Fox's description, • the high 
8now~pass east of Koshtantau.' 

1 PreMrud in ~DkiD'1 Dotehook. Buhil PIUI, 13,030 feet; bivouac oppetite KOIhtaD"'U, 
12,100 feet; Mithir@i Pus, 13,600 feet.. This I! the Jatt entry. 
• I 1 have p-m.ted tb~ Diary verbatim neept for the traDfpotition of the namn Dykhtau and 

K.o.htant.MI. 
l.*'!Pi1W J01l7"M~ ,,01 :d". y. 102. The Ilatiu it made io 8&y that the party nturned at 

10 A.JIL 011 the SStb, .hneu the Diary fixN the day and hour u 6.26 r .•. OD the 271h. 
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The results of the search made by the Surveyor, M. Jukoff, 
and Mr. Phillipps-W olley, so far as they went, confirmed the 
inferences we drew from this documentary evidence. The searchers 
found tracks in the loose ground on the left bank of the Ulluauz 
Glacier. Its upper snowfields and ridges they were unable to 
reach. 

There was only one piece of evidence which it was hard to 
make fit in with the rest. The Starshina (headman) of Bezingi 
had reported to the Government that his hunters had found the 
travellers' foot-marks on the snow, and traced them over a pass 
leading out of his district into that of BaIkal', and this statement 
had been embodied in a report published in the Vladikavkaz 
newspaper. What the s!:!ertion was worth, ann to what motives 
it may fairly be attributed, will, I think, be clearly shown hereafter. 

It followed, to the best of our judgment, that we ought to look 
for traces of the lost party at the head of an unknown glacier, 
now called the TiutiuD, the torrent from which joins the Cherek, 
or BaIkal', river. There, if they cal'ried out their plans, they 
would probably have bivouacked on the night after they left 
their tent at Dumala. 

The base chosen for our search was therefore Karaul, the 
pasturage at the head of the Cherek Valley, four hours above the 
villages of Balkar, and two long days' ride from Naltshik, where 
a bridge over the great tributary of the Cherek, the Dykhsu (here 
some two miles from its parent ice) gave, in the old days, a 
convenient opportunity to set a guard against cattle-lifters from 
the south side of the chain. This guard is now repr ented by 
one or two amiable old Tartars, who live in a stone hut, the only 
permanent habitation within many miles, and are happy to provide 
milk to parties temporarily residing in their neighbourhood. 

Karaul (5560 feet) was in 1889 our home for nearly a week, 
and Mr. Woolley's for a much longer time. It was from this base 
tha.t, after the work of the search-party was concluded, he made 
his brilliant ascents of Ailama and Koshtantau, and explored the 
upper basin of the Dykhsu Glacier. Karaullies, as it were, a.t the 
Caucasian cross-roads, where the ancient and much-frequented track 
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from Gebi to the north and the summer path from the Urukh to 
Balkar meet the High-level Route of the future, of which thi 
will be the starting-point and Urusbieh the terminus. 

The great pass which leads hence to the Bezingi Glacier b tween 
Shkara and Mishirgitau is without serious difficulty for mountaineers, 
but it traverses an avenue of snowy peaks unrivalled either in 
the Alps or Caucasus. Nor is th r any lack of easier expeditions 
and walks suited for travellers who are content to explore where 
there is no need to climb in the strict sense of the word. They 

OIlJLOnt 

have only to study the map and Signor ella's panorama to discover 
the available points which are destined to be the Gornergrat and 
Mettelhorner of the district. 

Our camp was pitched on a grassy terra;ce at the mouth of a wild 
gorge. Grey granite screes scantily clothed with azalea bushes 
and birches, and green flowery grass, sloped down on all sides with 
extreme steepness, enclosing in their midst a flat open meadow, 
a mile perhaps in length by half a mile in breadth. Our tents 
were erected on the little triangle of land above the junction of 
the two roaring torrents, the Cherek and Dykhsu, side .by side 
with those of M. Bogdanoff, of thc Russill.n urvey-six in all. 

Three vistas opened in the mountain circle. First, south-west of 
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us,. up a granite gorge, the mouth of which was not 100 yards off. 
Its upper crags bend forward in great beaks and noses, and a 
snow-peak shines high above them. This is the gorge of the 
Dykhsu, and it leads directly to the great glacier which flows from 
the northern and eastern slopes of Shkara (17,038 feet) and Ailama 
(14,854 feet). To the east rises the splendid peak Giulchi (14,678 
feet), the corner-stone of the granitic range north of the Urukh-

MINORELlAN fu\ yeUTTERS ON THE MARCil 

one of the many ridges that confute the old belief that the Oaucasus 
is a narrow single range. To the north, the deep defile of the 
Cherek leads down to Balkar. and at its angle a white patch of 
boulders shows where the Tiutiunsu rolls down the pale granites 
of Koshtantau. For us it indicated the entrance to the Valley of 
Search. 

In front of our little camp paased from time to time, in 
single file, large parties of natives, Mingrelians of the south side, 
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who had come across to mow the hay-harvest on the northern 
steppe, and were now returning home over the old glacier pass, 
still called the Pasis Mt..'t, a Caucasian St. Theodule, which leads 
down to Gebi, at the source of the ancient Phasis. Picturesque 
processions they made as the men, cln.d in parti-coloured shirts 
and head-pieces made up of bashliks of every colour, tied into all 
possible shapes, marched by in single file with their scythes over 
their shoulders, at a quick swinging step, like that of Italian 
Bersaglieri. Presently a party of Tartars from Balkar would arrive 
on horseback, men of 11 sturdier build, headed by a quaint fussy 
little Mollah in a white turban, who made us the most polite 
Oriental speeches, and presented us with a tender lamb or half 
of an exceedingly tough mountain goat. Then a moving mass of 
brushwood, a Caucasian Birnam Wood, would advance towards us, 
exhibiting on near approach twinkling feet and ears, and resolving 
itself finally into a party of donkeys carrying down fuel for the 
lower villages. Next a Cossack from Naltshik might be seen 
riding up the river bank, bringing, in the folds of hi brown coat, 
our letters- forwarded by the courtesy of olonel Viruboff, the 
Nachalnik- and perhaps, tied behind his saddle, some large black 
Russian loaves, a welcome change from the thin native cakes, which 
had disagreed most disastrously with . our Swiss followers. One 
night at dusk our Ossete horseman, Alexander (whom we had 
just paid, and sent home, as we thought), appeared at the tent­
(ft,or, wringing his hands and bewailing the loss of his horses. 
Powell was prepared to write one of his admirable despatches to 
the Balkarian Starshina to denounce the larceny. But we waited; 
and, just when it became convenient for him to do so, Alexander 
found his horses, which, I believe, he had hidden away in order 
to enjoy a few days more in our camp, where he was treated­
or rather treated himself-as an honoured guest. 

After a day's rest we were ready for our work; all but 
Kaufmann, one of Woolley's guides, who was ill and incapable of 
any exertion. J Dent did not like to leave the sick man ~ntil his 

1 Of the travellen and guides in the CIlUca.sUI in 1888 two travellers and three guidet 
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symptoms were more determined. He remained therefore in camp, 
while Woolley with two guides undertook to reconnoitre the 
entrance to the Tiutiun valley; for M. Bogdanofl:', the Surveyor, 
had not then heard of any path or access to it. I, who knew 
most of the mountains, and was therefore likely to be best able 
to piece in any new additions to our knowledge, undertook to 
climb, with Captain Powell and the schoolmaster Fischer, as high 

TilE MILKMAN, KAlti.UL 

as time and weather allowed on the spur east of the Cherek 
vall y that forms part of the sky-line of the basin of Karaul. 

We made a late start. The slopes faced south and were 
exceptionally steep and monotonous. The sun beat full on us, the 
mountain-tops were for the most part veiled in white clou<nf; but 
the freshness of the breeze that played beneath the sunshine 
invigorated us to persevere, and gave some hope that perseverance 
might be rewarded. At last the tedious slope was broken by a 
rocky spur crowned by one of M. Bogdanoff's stone-men. The keen 
upright ridges of the great peaks began to pierce the shining 

(including Signor Sella's guide, l'tfaquign,u) suffered severely with dysenteric symptoms, while 
Fischer temporarily lost the sight of one eye, apparently from after-results of snow·blindn£'si 
on a constitution weakened by exposure. 
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billows of cloud. The 'silver spearhead' set so high against the 
heaven opposite us I knew well- it was Koshtantau itself. 

Captain Powell sat down to sketch. The hillside had oocome 
steeper and wilder; we could climb instead of trudge. Disregarding 
the cries of a Tartar shepherd who was feeding his flock on the 
highest herbage, Fischer and I moved rapidly, incited by the keen 
air of 10,000 feet. We gained a rocky crest overlooking the defiJe 
of the Cherek and the entrance to the Tiutiun valley. We followed 
it to the highest of a family of M. Bogdanoff's stone-men, on an 
eminence of about 11,500 feet, or 6000 feet above our camp. The 
clouds were by this time parting and sinking below the circle of 
peaks; the whole course of the Dykhsu Glacier was jn view. Its 
moraine~ flowed towards us in beautiful curving lines from the base 
of the great chain. The Agashtan Glacier poured in a broad g ntle 
stream from the watershed between us and the Skenis Skali, 
spreading out its lower skirts among gr en alps and wooded 
knolls, and draping the cliffs above the Cherek with an icy fringe. 
Ailama was conspicuous on the left by its white Capuchin's hood. 
Shkara-that majestic mountain-shot up in a vast white wedge 
against the upper blue. Beyond it the mists were melting from 
J anga and Gestola. But the peak that first caught and last held 
our gaze was Koshtantau. It was the nearest and also the most 
remarkable in form. It shows on this side a broad white crest, the 
lines of which meet in a fine point. Its pUl'e upper snows soar 
from a broad pedestal of ridges of light-coloured granite, mountains 
themselves 15,000 feet in height. My companion looked with 
brimming eyes on the scene of his brother's death, exclaiming as 
he lOOked, ' What a mountain! I am glad they rest on so Doble 
a peak.' 

From the peak itself a splintered crest descends towards the 
Cherek, bending northwards as it trends away from the summit. 
This, the Kashtan crest of Russian maps, separates the Ulluauz . 
and Tiutiun valleys. The gap by which we believed the climbers 
to have crossed was in view, defended on this side by precipitous, 
but Dot inaccessible, crags. At I,heir base lay a. long snow-basin, 
its floor, Bome 12,500 feet in height, filled with the gently sloping 
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neve of a glacier which poured over in an ice·fall, terribly torn, and 
about 3000 feet in vertical height, into the Tiutiun Valley. ~~rom 

our viewpoint it was difficult to feel any certainty as to whether 
this ice-fall was passable, or how far the very steep slopes on ita 
right bank-----on its left were precipices-would prove of service. 
Subject to this doubt-only to be resolved on the spot-our route 
was clear. The lower part of the Tiutiun Valley was hidden, but 
we noted that it bifurcated nenr its entrance and that the northern 
glen fell from an extensive glacier plateau lying under the Kashtan 
crest. Still f1trther north, and altogether separated by miles of 
waste from the Tiutiun and the supposed pass, we looked on steep 
slopeR of hroken rock and snow-pa.tches, formin g the sides of the 
KU!3htnn gletl, U JHUlle tmllafvJJllPd to Kosl lt<tn by the surveyors in 
the case of the highf'!'It peak, tow-hidl they havehtely applied it. My 
reconnaissance had been fully successful. r ll ad obtained t hat genera 1 
distant pnnoramaofthe ground about Koshtantau which was essential 
if we were to avoid suhsequent blunders and misdirected wnnderings. 

It was warm on the lee side of the crest, where the fine-weather 
east wind did not reach us, and we sat long watching the magical 
effects of mist and mountain, and light and shadow, as the sun 
Hank westwards. The atmosphere of the Caucasus has more depth, 
more transparency, more lucidity, than that of the Alps: like that 
of the WefltnlOriand Lake!'l, it seems to refine the forms and Boftell 
the hDxshness of the mountains, while it adds to their apparent 
height. It must have been six o'clock before we started down 
by a. more direct ridge; and I never was in greater danger of a 
tumble than for the first twenty minutes. It was impossible not 
to have one's eyes fixed constantly on the upper air, watching glory­
coated mists as they whirled up suddenly from the valley, to be 
caught in the swift breeze and shredded into a thousand fragments, 
which da.noed in prismatic colours before the great peaks, hid them 
for a. moment, $ond then left the deep blue of heaven as pure as 
before. 

Suddenly these visions ceased; we plunged into the cloud-roof 
that arched the lower world, and ran-the slopes were SO steep 
that we. could hardly stop when we had once Bet off running-
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down to the great meadow, o'-er 5000 feet below, in less than 
an hour. On our return we found that our companions had got 
back before us. W oolley had entered the vale of the Tiutiull, and 
discovered a glacier to which he had seen 1\ woy over grass.slopes 
so precipitous and slippE"ry that he thong-ht we might have to 
rope to pass t hem. This glacier pro ..... ed next day to be the wrong 
glacier, that of the northern glen, the Ghertui ; but Woolley's 
work had been nOlle the less serviceable, n.s he had found a180 a. 
fair path up the main Tiutiunsli. 

All had been arranged for a very early start next day (the 28th 
July), and we had closed our tent·curtains, when Captain Powell 
was summoned down to tJle Slll'veyor's qual'ters, M d a note ad­
dressed to me from Baron Ungern Hterniterg, a geologist on t he 
staff of the Go\'ernor of the Caucasus, was handed to him. It was 
dated from < the Chel'ek V;'\olley,' and wa<;. in the following terms, 
I abridge;-

' I have crossed to-tlay, with my Tyrolese guide, t.ho pass from 
U Uuuuz to BaIkal'. There is no second pass. The descent is very 
difficult. There are three stone-men Oil the crest, whirh, as my 
native guides tell me tllE' pass is not used by their people, I believe 
to have been built by Fox and Donkin.' 

My first impression on reading the Bal'on' s letter was to believe 
t ha.t he had crossed t he Ulluauz Pa&~. For it seemed strange 
(since he had with him nu Alpine guide) that he should deny 
the possibility of any pass nenrer Koshtantnu than his own, unless 
he had crossed this notable gap. But on second thoughts such 
an interpretation seemed ltl1tenable. It was not credible t hat a 
mountaineer of no great experier:.ce should have got through the 
seraes I had just seen and not have particularly referred t o them. 
Hence I argued the Barol! must have crossed the chain farther 
north. Granted this, however, t he stone-men he described remained 
to be accounted for. The Baron was camped not far off, the 
Coe.ack who had brought the Jetter said '''''r068 the first bridge.' 
We hastily took this to mean the Tiutiunsu bridge. 1 offered to 
start. at dawn and interview thtl Daron, lea:viDg the rest of the 
party to catch me up. 
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Before sunrise I was off on horseback alone under a. cloudless 
sky. In an hour and a quarter I had reached. the roaring Tiutiunsu, 
and led my horse down the steep pitch beyond it. I rode on 
for twenty minutes, to a spot whence 1 could look far down the 
valley. but no tent was in sight. I resolved to return and wait 
for my companions. On their arrival, Powell and I rode on, pressing 
what pace we dared out of our horses on a path which in many 
places was little better than a broken staircase. After a. long 
hour's ride, we saw a bridge over the Cherek, and beyond it, 
on a level meadow, a light silk tent. 

Haran U ngero Sternberg received us with all the hospitality 
possible under the circumstances. He reported to us that he hod 
cro~ed from the foot of the Ulluauz Glacier into the Kasht.'"lll 
Glen, that he was confident he had discovered Fox a.nd Donkin's 
pass, aud that since, though diiticult, it was not a dangerolls pass 
for such skilful dill1bel'~, he was confirmed ill the be1ief held. he 
stated, by Colonel ViruboH', the Nachalnik of the Naltshik riistrict, 
that our countrymen had been the victims of foul play. He reo 
ported various petty tales to the disadvantage of Hiegel', their 
interpreter. He told a. story of how u. native had been found with 
a wound which might have been inflicted by an ice-axe. The 
suspected man had proved an alibi, but alibis were easily proved 
in the Caucasus, and the old chief of Bezingi felt convinced that 
murder had been committed-thollgh, of course, after the trusellers 
had left the particular district he was responsible for. He had 
averred it even with tears in his eyes. 

Nothing of all this carried weight .in my mind. I point:ed out 
to the Baron that we had in Fox's Diary explicit instructions 

. where to search; that I had myself shown Fox, as I was then 
showing him, by means of M. de Dechy's photographs, the position 
where I believed a route to lie. The Baron confidently denied 
the possibility of passage at the .pot I indicated on the map and 
photographs. He had, he said, spent three days on the Ulluauz 
Glacier. and was oertain no such pass could he made. I could only 
reply that the point was one for an expert's opinion, and that myex­
perience convinced me that I was not in any risk of being mistaken. 
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There remained the question of the stone-men found, and the 
footmarks alleged to have been seen by the sAcond search-party, 
the previous autumn, on the Baron's Pass. Fortunately a Bezingi 
native, a member of that search-party. was present. He was 
questioned through Powell, 'Cnn you say who built the stone­
men l' 'No; our seal'chers, or surveyors, may have built them.' 
. Were the footmarks found those of nailed boots like mine ?' , I 
cannot say; our Star.~hilla told 1tS they were the tracks of the 
Englishmen.' The one puzzling point in the evidence seemed now 
in a fair way to be cleared up. The native search-parties of the 
previous autumn {subsequent to M. Jukoffs) had not gone on the 
right track at nJl; they had wandered off to a hunters' pass to 
the Kashtan Glen, and the footsteps they saw-if they rea.lly 
saw any except those on the Ulluauz Glacier-were not our 
friends', but those of the Surveyor's party. The Sta.rshina, having 
been ordered to search till he found something, had made haste 
to find footmarks leading Ol/t of his di8trict. M, Jukoff subse­
(Iuently informed 11S that his sta.tf had built stone-men at the spot 
in (luestion. 

Captrun Powell and I rode hack in noontide heat up the 
graud dl:dile of the Cherek. Stiff as tent~poles we dismounted 
from our Tartar saddles and forced our muscles into a new form of 
activity. For the first h!\lf-hour it was troublesome enough. Some 
800 feet up the hill we found our heavily laden comrades, the 
sick man's place taken by a sturdy young Cossack who was 
carrying more than his fair share of our packs. 

The stream from the Ghertui Glacier was soon left far below. A 
donkey-track, much Ul'oed by natives collecting brushwood, zigzagged 
steeply up amongst beautiful birch-trees and mossy crags, which 
completely concealed all that lay above. Beyond a brow it went 
down steeply to the foa.ming torrent. A few hundred yards of gentle 
ascent beside the tumbling wa.ter, and we looked into a long level 
upland glen closed by a rocky barrier, hung with snow a.nd ice. at 
the toot of which the snout of a large glacier push~ forward its 
grey lines of moraine a.mong t.he bright hues of the grass and 
flowers. Flow6l'8 covered everything. Our path was buried in 
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them. Dense beds of cream rhododendron in full bloom clothed 
the lower slopes, the river hanks were painted blue and white 
and yanow with blossom-gentians and forget-rne-nots, daisy-like 
pyrethrums, pdmulas, and many other less familiar blooms. The 
ground below the glacier was 80 densely carpeted that walking 
was made very difficult by the complete conceallJlent of the uneven 
surface. Over the head of the ice-fall gleamed the white crest of 
K08htantau, the granite towers and two great obelisks on its eMtem 
ridge thrown up against the crowning snows. We struck up on 
to the old moraine and walked along its edge. The ice had 
resumed its advance, and was wrinkling up the loose ground hefore 
it in all directions. The top of the moraine presently grew too 
narrow and bruken lu t>erve cOllveniently as l\ path, and we left 
it where I:l. little plain (or sloptl so gentle tha.t amongst these 
vast mountains it might be held a plain) spread out on our left, 
seamed by the water-courses from a small glacier high above. 
The ice~fall of the grea.t glacier was now full in view opposite us, 
a. superb pile of frozen ruin. The lower part was clearly impass­
able, and so were the rocks on its left, Lut on our side there 
was no difficulty in climbing up steep grassy crags to at least 
half the height of the fall. At the very Lase of these slopes we 
found two deserted Koshes or sht:>phel'ds' quarters - one under the 
moraine, the other 500 yards off under the hillside. Each con­
sisted of 8. low wall built round a pen or pound; the first was 
floored with manure and partially inundated by the meltings of 
a.n adjacent snowbed; the 8econd and more eligible was a thicket 
of gigantic broad-leaved weeds wet with recent ra.ins-about as 
convenient qua.rters as a. rhubarb-bed in an English kitchen-garden. 
We laid low the weeds with our ice-a.xes until they were reduced 
to the fonn of a ca.rpet; then our sleeping-bags were spread, 
and a fire lighted with wood 'conveyed I from the first Kosh­
for we were above the tree~level. We enjoyed the fire until dark, 
when we got into our bags and pretended to be comfortable. In 
truth, the gioWld was lumpy, and the air began to tingle shurply 
enough with frost to make us bury our heads in the Ha.nnel. 
When I awoke the mountain outlines were bla.ck as · blots upon 
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a heaven alive with light, and over the crooked granite teeth of 
the cliffs beyond the glacier the morning siar was swimming up 
slowly on the front of the dawn. I watched it, wondering vaguely 
what the day would bring forth, until the pale lemon light grew 
stronger on the horizon and touched the tops of the eastward 
peaks. Then I playoo the odious part of an alarum. Two of the 
guides had. found a hole in the rock only accessible by a narrow 
funnel. Stones ha.d to he heaved into it in order to arouse them. 
Fischer had sought solitude somewhere, nnd was hidden (like one 
of Doyle's elves) among the gigantic vegetables. The Cossack, 
however, was within reuch, and was prompt in creating a cheer· 
ful fire. 

It waa broad day (5 A.!r.), aud there was not a cloud in the 
sky when we set out. The first hour's climb up to the glacier 
was steep but C<"\8y, and there WU:,i little moraine to cross. We 
ascended the slippery slopes of avala.nche·snow, fallen in spring 
from the cliff A on Ollr left, for flome diHtunce before we plunged 
into the heart of the ice-fall. First we found a way through a 
nan-ow gate between frozen block.'3, then we picked a path under 
a row of ice-cliffs among the fi'agments ",,'hich, from time to time, 
had t!UHlLled over. Hurrying past these dangerous neighbours, 
we mounted once more between deep trenches where the ice-axe 
had often to do its work. One vast, far-stretching chasm, or 
rathel' network of brunching vaults, seemed to sever us effectually 
from the coni dol' under the opposite rocks, by which we hoped 
to turn the finlll lille of lce-towers, But it was bridged, and 
this obstacle crossed, we felt certain of succes.s in reaching the 
upper ~nowfield. We entered the trough under the further cliffs, 
drunk some water which trickled from them, and found near at 
hand magnificent primulas growing solitary in the frozen waste 
at a height of about 12,000 feet. A little more step.cutting in 
hard ice, raked once or twice a. season by falling siraes, landed 
us in safet.y on the ISmooth fields of neve, Close beside us rose 
a stupendous mass of blocks and towers of opaque ice, like polar 
icebergs, on the edge of t.he frozen cataract, But straight in 
front an even-floored, gently sloping, broad whitt! corridor stretched 
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into the secret heart of the mountains-so secret that even the 
Surveyors had missed it entirely. On all sides pale grey granite 
cliffs, <.>r the steepest ice, overhung the untrodden snows. At 
the head of the glacier a steep ridge, seamed by two precipitous 
gullies, closed the view. Only to their right (as we looked) was 
there any semblance of possible exit by a practicable snow-slope 
in this direction, and that exit led to the summit of Koshtantau. 
Behind us, however, easy slopes trended back to a comparatively 
low ridge. I recognised it as a false col leading to the Ghertui 
Glacier . 

• Where are we going then 1-up those ice-chimneys?' asked 
our Swiss, impressed by the scale of the virgin solitudes, dis­
trustful of illy loco.l knvwlooge. and despondent as to the chances 
of any discovery in so Va8t a field of search. I could only assure 
my companions that to me our route was as clear as that to the 
Strahleck might be to them, that behind the next buttress of the 
northern range we should see a pass, and be able to climb to it 
up steep rocks. We were now approaching the spot where it 
was reasonable to begin to look for traces of the lost party, jf 

they 'had fulfilled Fox's intention and' attempted Koshtantau from 
the south side of the pass.' But the few possible sites bore no 
signs of a bivouac. 

We tramped steadily up the snow·banks in the blazing sun· 
shine, until, about 10.30 A.M., we stood opposite and under the 
gap I had seen and sketched twenty-one years before, as well 
as on the previous day. It was high above us, 1200 to 1400 
feet, in an inward bend of the range on our right haud. A 
broad sheet of snow swept down from it; a narrower white' tongue 
ran up more than half-way. The rib of rocks separating the 
two sllow-troughs supplied an obviously serviceable, if steep, 
ladder. Maurer, indeed, suggested some rocks more to our right, 
but they had no claim to be preferred. We crossed a .h8.lf-open 
f0886 or Bergschrund, kicked a few steps in the snow above it, 
and then gtJppled with. the rocks. They were precipitous, and 
had to be Climbed with hand. and knees; but they would not 
be reck.oned diSioult among men accustomed to Alpine work. 
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That is to say, there was good handhold wherever footing was 
scanty. This was fortunate, for we could now see that the SIlOW 

on our left lay very loosely on hard ice, and a broad stream 
of wa.ter was flashing down its centre, so powerful are the rays 
of a Caucasian sun even at 13,000 feet. 

The crags beside the glacier having yielded us no traces, we 
felt thp.t the next step was to go to the pass itself, where we 
might look for a stone-man, and possibly a record. But we were 
fully occupied with the pmctical details of climbing and in no 
immediate expectation of any discovery, when about noon the 
leader, at the rope's end, suddenly stopped !:!hort, and gasped 
out, 'Herr Gatt J the sleeping-place I' 

Before our eyes rose a low wall of large loose stones, built 
in the form of a semicircle with its convex side to the preoipice 
below, and enclosing a shelf on the fitce of' the cliffs, some ilix feet 
across in either dirt"ction, and partially overhung and sheltered 
by a p~jecting eavt' of rock. In n. moment we were all over­
looking the wall. The first o~ject to c<'\tch my eyes was a black 
stewpan, half-full of ""ater, in which a metal drinking-cup floated. 
A revolver in its case hung unuer the rocks. The space inside 
the wa.1I and between it and the overhanging crag was filled 
with snow and ice to a. depth of several feet. The hard-frozen 
surface was broken here and there by projecting portions of 
R ucksacks and sleeping-bags. TIle bags were not empty. A 
momentary shudder paSRed through more than one mind: • How 
are they filled 1 ' But a second glance showed us that there was 
no terriPle discovery to be feared- terrible because it ,vould have 
meant a lingering fate to our friends. Everything was there-­
most things at Jeast-t'xcept themselves. That they were lost 
we had long known; yet this sudden discovery of their personal 
belongings, just as they had left them eleven months before, the 
oonsciousness th&t we stood on their last halting-place, sent a 
fresh thriH through every heart. EV811. in the common ha.unts 
of men. &miliar relics move us. How much more 80 when found 
in solitudes, which have seen no previQ\UJ viaitM'B except those 
whom tPey hide somewhere in their icy cav.crns. ,a5urrounded by 

VOL n. F 
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SO many memorials of tae missing. so many objects that spoke 
of individual traits of character and habit, it was difficult to 
believe in the catastrophe. It almost seemed natural to expect 
that our friends might at any moment be seen coming quickly 
over the crags to regain the bivouac where all still lay exactly 
118 when they quitted it for their last climb. 

After the first keen moments of discovery, the necessary work 
of digging out relics and searching for records was set about in 
earnest. It was no light task, for on this sunward shelf the 
snow had often melted and frozen again. The bags were em­
bedded in hard ice mixed with stones, against which our axes 
often r~ng ineffectually. The little camp hung like an eagle's 
nest, on the edge of a clift' of at least 1000 feet. Any object, such 
as the still well-stocked meat-bag, thrown over its wall fell 
vertically for some fifty feet into the lesser snow-gully, and then 
slid swiftly to the level snows far below. Space allowed only 
three men to work at once inside the wi~ll; outside it no step 
could be taken without the greatest caution, and Powell found 
with difficulty a tiny lOOge, whellce he could safely sketch the 
eyrie. J 

Woolley and It with one guide, went on to the pass, still 
some 300 feet above us. The ascent took us more than half an 
hour. The first part was hard climbing, up an icy chimney, and 
then along a rib of rock, steep and narrow. From its top we 
turned to our left across a broad frozen slope, the head of the 
great couloi1', or snow-trough. There the snow covered ice, but 
was sufficiently adhesive for sufety at the moderate apgle at 
which the part we had to cross lay. With due precaution we 
traversed it to the pass, a ridge broken by crags, on one of 
which we could see a small pile of stones. AB the crest feU 
before our eyes we looked over it, first to the flashing lines of 
the rivers in the distant steppe, next on the meadow of Dumala, 

J C .. ptaill POTeU'. aketd!. st". & moll\. correct imJU'"lioo ot the .pot. The .hel! of roeke 
by whioh we ...ndai W811 in"iIlbl. hom where he at. The oraok above.. and too \he rich~ of 
the bi'l'ollaO, ia that. by whick M.r. WoollIy and I olimbed on too the pi'" The onlylIbert.y 
takell lIM beeD ill th fOftFOw. o.pt&in Po..J) .otuaUy -' OD the little braeket of urac 
direotJy boloW' tlte 1ftCk, M cmim"1. 
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the last camping-ground of Donkin and Fox. The B.. .. non had 
had little reason for his incredulity; there was no S81ic1lS difficulty 
for mountaineers with u. rope in the descent on that side. Brood 
crevassed slopes fell towards the suow-busin which feeds the south­
eastern branch of the Ulluauz Glacier. Across this basin the 
great peak and its precipices were full in view. The summit 
still rose 2500 feet overhead, and another 1000 feet ahove the 
snow-plain of the Ulluauz- the height, that is, of Mont Blanc 
above thfl Grand Plateau. Its face was a pile of rocks and ice­
cliffs and s~'ep 8Iopt:'R, seamed hy gaping chasms, ODe 80 large 
and so blue that Mr. Woolley was aLle subsequently to recognise 
it thr<!ugh a field-gbss from one of the stations on the Ciscaucaaian 
Railway, a. distance of lJ.t It'ast fifty miles. We deecelldoo a few 
yards on the farther side of the pas~, and carefully examined 
the eastern ridge; its northern face is so sheeted with ice as to 
he perfectly unassllilable, and no m:tn in his senses would attempt 
to traverse it. The crest itself between us alld KOHhtantau was 
broken hy high towel); or thin Needlf's, :IllU equally impra.cticable. 
It was obviollt'~ tha.t mount.'lineer::; longing to get at the smooth 
Hpper brlOW8 from tIle ridge we stooel on JIIllst make their attempt, 
if at all, by the ledges and gullies on the TiutiuD, or southern, 
side. Tht'y wouhl not touch the crest till beyond the great to .... er. 
There it was corniced, but at thlli spot, where the eastarn ridge 
a.buts on the southern, there is, as Mr. Woolley subsequently 
proved, space to spare, and uo one need, and no experienced climber 
would, run any risk of falling. Close to the top of Koshtantau 
a. crev~se runs round the peak, and above this on the south lies 
a bank of small loose rocks, on which a stone-roan would most 
certainly have been built by successful climbers; but a power­
ful telescope established the absence of any sign of & cairn or 
stone-man-and here ah-..ain Mr. Woolley made assurance doubly 
sure by his subs&luent ascent. 

We (,a,refully pulled to pieces the little stone-man on the 
pass, but found no record within it. W ~ then rebuilt it, and 
inserted a memorandum of our vliIiL. Tho scene we looked on 
as we lingered on the rocks beside it was fl.trangely bea.utiful and 
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impressive. The silence of the upper snows was broken only by 
the constant ring of the axes and the voices of our comrades which 
rose clearly through the thin air as they still laboured in their sad 
task of seeking all that might be found under the icy coverlet. 
Their figures were thrown out on the edge of the crags against 
the surface of the Tiutiun snowfields, as are those of sailors on 
a masthead against the sea, when seen from some high cliff. The 
day was cloudless, the air crystalline, space was for a moment 

LOOKING EAST FROM ABOV,K KARA UL 

annihilated or shown in a scale by which we each seemed t.o stand, 
not six feet, but 14,000 feet high I The many passes and heights of 
the central ridge of the Ca.ucasus lay literally at our feet. We looked 
over them and past the clustered peaks and vast snow-reservoirs 
of the Adai Khokh Group to innumerable indefinite distances, 
amongst which I. recognised the horn of Shoda, green heights of 
Racha, blue mountains of Achalzich, opalescent Armenian ranges 
fading into a saffron sky, on which hung the far-off amber cloudlets 
which often mark the position of Ararat. Every detail Wati distinct 
as on-a mapman's model, yet the whole was vast and vague, wonderful 
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and strange" creating an impression of imm asumble shining spae , 
of the Earth as it might first appear to a visitant from some other 
planet. The splendour of nature on this day of days seemed not 
out of harmony with the sadness of our errand. It affected the mind 
as a solemn and sympathetic Music. While I gazed, foul' white 
butterflies circled round the little monument, and again fluttered 
off. An ancient Greek would have found a symbol in the incident. 

Our eyes might wander for a moment, but our thoughts soon 
returned to our immediate errand. Sitting on the rocks beside the 
melancholy little stone-man, the story of the catastrophe seemed to 
unfold itself. The mountaineers, all heavily laden, travellers as 
well as guides, had reached a bout noon the crest of the range at the 
point where we stood. They had given up all thoughts of an attack 
on the great peak from the side of the Ulluauz, and, following the 
suggestion made in my notes, and the intention so clearly expressed 
in Fox's Diary, meant to go down to the Tiutiun snowfield, and 
(climb Koshtalltau from the south side.' A.s they descended, the 
southern cliffs of the ridge they were on came partially into view. 
For a short distance these were practicable; beyond they became 
more formidable, but, owing to foreshortening, how formidable 
must still have remained for them a matter of speculation. A.fter­
noon clouds probably played about the crests and obscured their 
features. They saw frozen gullies which might be cut across, 
ledges that might lead far. A month later in the year the broad 
sheets of ice, which now would have rendered such an attempt too 
obviously hazardous, had probably in great part disappeared under 
the sun of August. They had in their minds the smooth upper 
snows, that pleasant ridge which, once the great towers passed, 
leads in continuous curves to the crowning peak. They had never 
examined from any distant vantage-point the full breadth and 
height and formidable nature of the crest that separated them from 
the last tower. Its passage, they p~rsuaded themselves, was worth 
the attf'IDpt, a mauvais pas to be faced and surmounted. The 
altemative was to descend many hundred feet to the Tiutiun neve, 
to lose all this height for the morrow, to carry down the wrafls and 
provisions they had laboriously raised so far. They may naturally 
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have been biassed by the fact that tbey had tried a simila.r descent 
from the Mishirgi Pass twp da.ys before, and the result bad been 
failure. They had, of co~, never seen the broad snow-slope which 
runs up from the head -of th~ Tiutiun Glacier. It was altogether 
concealed by the buttresses close at' hand. It was easiest at the 
moment 00.. stay where they were; and the feeling of the moment 
weighs, particularly witb guiqeB and heavily laden men. 

The ledge was found, and the fatal decisi€lD made. The loads 
were laid down, and all went cheerfully to work. Fox doubtless 
set the guides to wall-building, a.nd laboured hard at it himself; 
Donkin looked to the fire, adjusted his camera, made his boiling­
point observations, unpacked and repacked Borne of his instruments, 
meeting the occasion, after his manner, by nice adaptations of 
homely articles 1.,0 purposes for which they were never intended. 
Thus we discovered ~ome delicate instruments done up in the 
neatest possible parcel in a sock and glove, and all tied together 
with a bootlace. The red flames of the little fire (we found 
remnants of firewood) shone for a short time on the icicle-hullg 
rocks, and then the mountaineers rolled themselveR close together 
in their wraps. 

Their start next morning was certainly not a hurried one. All 
loose objects were carefully stowed inside the sacks- except a 
revolver, which was left hanging on the rocks. We may infer from 
their leaving it thus partially exposed, that they saw little risk 
of bad weather before their return. They roped and started, 
Donkin as usual carrying his light ca.mera on his own sllOulders. 
They cut across the great trough. But here our evidence ends 
and conjecture begins. The fresh snow mentioned in Fox's Diary 
ma.y have added to the danger of shelves and ridges difficult at all 
times. Somewhere the snow slipped with them, or-but wha.t use 
specula.ting how the end came 1 It is enough to know that it must 
h&'fe' been swift, simultaneous, pa.inless; that a.nything that falls 
on those cliffs falls far, and that in a.Illikelihood the blue ice-vaults 
at the crags' foot gave to the climbers an immediate and a sut1icient 
tomb. The whole of the ground under the cliffs ~ caretully 
ION'Ched with .trong g~ by us, and ten d&ys lato:-i&. W ooll.y 
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a.nd his guides paased twice along it in his ~uccessful ascent of 
Koshtantau, when he made cettain ·that t~e . ~k had not been 
climbed- that the accident, iherefore~ , hSrp~eri6d 'on the ascent, or on 
the return from an unsuccessful at,tempt. . . 

There were only t wo ways in which o~r··aearoh ' could have heen 
pushed farther; by at~mptipg to foll~w the climbers' probable 
track across the cliffs, or by conveying ·&0 army of diggers to the 
upper ~nowfields. , '" 

The nrst, in the condieioll in which the moles toe1 'C at the time of 
our ~t. would have heen highly dangerous. I emphasise these 
words because in the c.'l.ucasl1s, even more than in the Alps, 000-. 
ditions change from year to yenr, and from month to month, and I 
would not be thought to impute to our friends any intentional 
raaJmess. A full month later in the year the crags may well have 
been far less .ice-cO<'Lted, and, therefore, less obviously dangerous. 
In some snowless year a passage may be found acl"OSH t;hese 
cliffs; after the expel;ence of the Alp!:!, it would 00 l'UHh to call 
any cli ff impassable. But t hey lie off the proper line of ascent 
to Koshtant..'l.I1, the broad. snow-slope at the hel\d of the Tiutiun 
Glacier, which was attacked by Mr. Woolley j 1 and their passage 
could, I think, hardly lead to any further rcsult than the possible 
I'eco\'ery of Donkin's camera-if he left it behind in some niche, a 
suppoHition which, to those who remember his hahits best, I:I66ms 
not very probable. 

As to t he second idea-even if we could have got a regiment of 
diggers to the spot (which was impolSSible), their work would almost 
certainly have been thrown away. A large sleeping-bag w~ich we 
left at the foot of the cliff had entirely disappeared t en days later 
- under some fresh fall, or by sliding into the Bergschrund-when 
W oo11ey returned to the Tiutiun Glacier. What chance would there 
have been of finding anything buried under a winter's full and the 
IiccUlxmlations of eleven months 1 . 

We had learnt a.ll . we came to ascertain-in what way ed. 
within a. very few hundred yards. where our friends met their 

.... ~t". 
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death and lie buried. To disinter them had never been any part 
of our plans or wishes. We were well satisfied to leave the moun­
taineers in their high tomb, warded by the frosty walls and 
watched only by the stars, with the brightest peak of the Caucasus 
for their perpetual monument. 

Though within cry, it took us forty minutes to regain our com­
panions, for we had to move carefully on the steep rocks. Some 
few relics were collected, sufficient to satisfy friends, and to 
prove to the natives and officials what we had discovered. The 
revolver with all its barrels loaded, some notes and sketches made 
by Fox, an instrument or two: these were the principal objects 
brought down. We carried away a self-cooking soup-tin, and on 
a match being put to the spirits of wine they burnt up at once, 
and the contents proved unspoilt. One or two objects, accidentally 
dropped, feU directly to our tracks on the neve, 1000 feet below. 

I have written in vain if I have not made it clear that this 
part of the range is, from its steepness and its crevassed glaciers, 
inaccessible to all but mountaineers, and that this gap we call a 
pass has never been reached but by the lost party and ourselves, 
and is never likely to be visited by native hunters, unless led. 
Yet it is a pass that will always be recognised as such by men 
famiiar with the passes made of late years in the Alps. There is 
but one way to it, and that is straight and narrow. These 
were our chief advantages in our task: we recognised easily from 
previous experiences the direction in which to look; and that point 
determined, our field of search was comparatively limited. 

As far as the top of the ice-fall all went smoothly; th~re our 
leader missed for a moment the morning's track. A little further 
one of the snow-bridges over a crevasse had fallen since we passed, 
and several flying leaps were called for. But we suffered no check 
of any consequence; nothing but what in another mood we 
might have laughed over; and by dusk we were again in our 
Kosh. Early next day we returned down the valley of flowers 
to Karaul. 1 

1 DuriDg the three days of our absence no cloud had CJ'OIIed the sky or touched a JDOIIIl­

kin peak. Such "..the . ran in the Caucasus, and only prevails when a north-eut wind ~ 
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After our discovery of the bivouac, I made a subsidiary explora­
tion of the Upper Mishirgi (or Kundium Mishirgi, as M. J ukoff has 
na.med the eastern branch of that glacier), which enables me to 
explain the topography of the first attempt on Koshtantau, the mis­
carriage of which was so deplorable. It may be most convenient 
to describe it here. Accident on this occasion deprived me of my 
companions. After leaving Karaul we had had three days of 
desperately dull weather . . The northern valleys were smothered in 

'rIlE MISlllRGI GLAOIER AND UKIU 

wet mists. On the fourth morning we were camped hard by the foot 
of the • Bezingi Glacier, and the clouds were lying lower than ever, 
when, through a sudden break, the white wall of Katuintau shone 
{)ut, backed by blue so pure that I succeeded in convincing myself 
that all might be clear on the heights. I had not faith enough in 

blowing. I enjoyed, how('!ver, ten da.ys of it in 1887. The a.tmo8phere a.t 8uch times is often 
marvellously (;lear; I saw the crevalses in the high glaciers west of the Klukhor Pa8I clearly 
from the deck of a Black Sea steamer oft' Ochem-chiri (forty miles distant). But t'here is more 
colour in Caucasian .kies than in Alpine. And ;.ftc: !everftl r.lAaf day. a thin transparent haze 
('''' daR of the .teppe 7) softens without hiding the outlines of the great pomkl, and gilds their 
IROWL 
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my own belief, however, to persuade others, and the consequence 
was that I started alone with Fischer. When we got to the 
foot of the Mishirgi Glacier we almost gave up hope. But yet 
another window was opened in heaven. We plodded on up 
a flowery dell beside the glacier. Then we came on a piece of 
moraine: gigantic unstable boulders, which gave severe exercise 
to eyes and limbs. Weary of gymnastics, we struck out on 
to the ice and tramped doggedly up the glacier. There was 
a rapid lightening and a twinkling in the mist; then the fog 
settled down again so thickly that for a few minutes I quite lost 
sight of, and had to shout for, my companion. And then, in one 
moment, tbp- vapours parted, and we almost held our brea.ths while 
the sheer height of Dykhtau, 8000 feet of snow-cliffs, burst suddenly 
in all its glory upon us. Not only Dykhtau but the whole 
circle, the bare cliff~ of Missesstau- a Caucasian Lo Besso- the 
triple head. of Mishirgitau, the great buttresses and icy crest of 
Ulluauz &ahi, the granitic ridges which Ukiu dominates. It was 
a sight never to be forgotten, one of those magical revelations 
which Nature reserves for those who are her old and proved 
lovers. 

The mists of the valleys were forgotten: we were received into 
an unsullied upper world of blue and white. But what we had 
come to see still remained hidden. We were almost at the junc­
tion of the upper glaciers, but w~ cuuld not yet look into the 
basin of the Kundium Mishirgi. I had no doubt what to do 
next. Looking at the time at our disposal, we should obviously 
see most by pushing up between the tracks of the ava:lanches 
that fall from the cliffs of Dykhtau. As we hurried up the 
steep banks of riven snow, first a great crag and a broken crest, 
then the peak of Kosbtantau and its long northern ridge came 
into vIew. On this side the peak is precipitous and broad, 
resembling the WeiMhorn from ZinaI, but on a larger scale. Its 
northern ridge looks, and I do not doubt that it is, practicable. 
The problem is, the per access to it. This is apparently 
either by foPOing the rook·toWer close to the Mishirgi Pass that 
guards the lower end of the ~, as was proposed by Fox, 



SEARCH AND TRAVEL IN 1889 91 

or by cutting or treading steps up the sllow-slopes from the 
Kundium Mishirgi, and striking the ridge where it grows steep. 
The first may, or may not, be possible; the second, if the snow is 
found in fair condition, would certainly be practicable. It might 
also in different conditions, like most Caucasian slopes, be dangerous, 
but this would be an exceptional state. 

The relics we had brought down from the bivouac were sufficient 
to satisfy all men of the results of the search. Henceforth, on Ollr 

TilE NORTH FACE Oli' MISHIROITAU 

arrival.. in any mountain village the following scene was repeated. 
The chief received us at the guest-house, and, the customary 
compliments paid, inquired as·to the results of our journey. What 
we had done was short.ly explained in Ru~ian by Captain Powell 
to the chief, then the village was summoned and the story repeated 
more at length, and at the proper moment the articles found, the 
bags and revolver, shown. This exhibition invariably drew forth 
a deep exclamation of sympathetic interest from the assembly, 
who followed the tale, as transiaLed to them in Turkish by their 
chief, with the closest attention. At the eDd a more or less 
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formal, but evidently heartfelt, speech would be made to us 
to this effect:-

, We were deeply grieved by the loss of your countrymen, whom 
we knew and honoured as brave men. We were also grieved that 
they should have been lost in our country, and that thus a most 
unjust suspicion should have been cast on our good name. You 
have never believed, you tell us, in this charge made against us, 
and you have come from far to remove the suspicion and its 
consequences from us, and we thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts. Noone but Englishmen could have gone where Donkin 
and Fox perished, and where you have been. We know and 
admire English energy. ani! every Englishman will 1e welcome 
among our people. Your friends will always be doubly welcome.' 
And then the speaker concluded in the traditional forms of Oriental 
courtesy, 'We are brothers, and all we have is at your disposal.' 

There can be no doubt that a heavy burden of suspicion was 
taken off the shoulders of the Turkish mountaineers who live 
between Elbruz and Ossetia by our discovery. They are, as far 
as I know them, a race with many good qualities, though it 
must be admitted that they have some un amiable traits, which 
are the first to stril{e a stranger. They are hard dealers in 
buSiness matters, and great arguers, with- so long as they are 
at home-no sense of time. But once on the road they improve 
wondcrfully; they walk splendidly, wherever a man in leathern 
sandals stuffed with hay can walk; they have a great respect for 
feats of activity, and soon make friends with English mountaineers. 
Their traditions are hospitable, and their goodwill once won is 
long retained. A boy of fourteen will do the honours of his 
Kosh, bring out milk and cream in lordly bowls, and decline pay­
ment afterwards with a grace rare, to say the least, in the Alps. 


