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ed in that he * did weare no cloathes,” in that he did shun the society of men, “ abi- Mark. 5. 15,
dinge in no house, but in the graves,” in that both “ night and day he cried in the -
mountaines, and in the graves,” as also by the speaches, which, upon the sight of

Christ, he, or rather they, being two (as appereth by Matthew) uttered, saying or cry-
ing with a loud voice, ** What have we to doe with thee, Jesus, the sonne %od’ I rok. .ot
charge thee, by God, that thou torment mee not,” which they would never have said, yum. s, 2

had they had the use of their understandinge.  And least we shold imagine that it was Mask. 5.7’
thus only with these two possessed with a legion, we must remember that these and

such like speaches or exclamations, arguing a deprivation of understanding, were utter- i,
ed by some other also possessed, which, for the same reason, were likewise deprived of

theire internall sences. Eveu so it was with these persons; for, had they in Lanca- Mark. 1. 93,
shire bene in theire righte mindes, they would never have spoken so mualepertly in Luk. 4,24
theire fits as usually they did, to those that were then present, especially to Maister Here (afterthe
Starchy, (whome ecommonly they called good fellowe, all their speaches also in a man- \poy o
ner suiting with that title) and Mistres Starchye, whose owne child called her whoore ; cribe thut to

. . l"
neither would they ever, in the presence of so many, and even then when the holy wﬁafm:ﬂ

scriptures were in handling, have spoken so filthily as it is a shame to name, or so ::‘t:zl;‘“:'
blasphemously of the holy Bible, ealling it often times, and that aloude, bible bable, as sessor. b ool
they did; nor 3 or 4 of them, in theire whispering speaches, actions, gestures, and ,f,";:,‘:,t‘",’e'f"
countenances, have at that time, and duringe that holy action, carried themselves so doun in the
wonderfull vainly as they did; and Johun Starchy sometimes (as we have heard) in e &
biting or snatching at every one that was neare him, throwing what came to his hand i wost true.
at whomsoever, shewed himselfe therein for the present to be mad. Heere we may re-

member to the same end, the monstrous blasphemy of Somers, and his strange and un-

naturall uncleannes, especially in aeting the sin of whordome in that manner he did,

and that in the presence of so many ; also his filthy and abhomiunable carriage of him-

self with a bitch before divers, which he did after his repossession. Hither alsc refer

the violence he did to his owne body, and the light behaviour he used in the begining

of his possession, in dancinge, laughing, &c., whereupon he was suspected to bee out

of his wittes. .

Finally, it is hereby evident, that neither they, Darling, nor Katheryn Wright, had

in theire fits their understanding, because they knew not what they said or did, nor

what was said or done by others. Indeede, out, of their fits, those which are possessed

have the right use of theire mindes, but in and during the same, they are altogither or

dinarily deprived thereof, as hath bene shewed. If 1t be said t}lat these actions and

speches came from the divels within them, I answer, that that is most true ; yet for-

asmuch as it seemed to men otherwise, and so they seemed to be out of their right

mindes, therupon they are said so to be. ’

The second, conscerning the externall sences, and, namely, that of feeling, may be Mark 5. 5,

gathered likewise out of the aforesaid scripture, in that the man which had an uncleane
spitsl, is reported “ to have stroken himselfe with stones,” which, if he had had his
feeling, he would never have done, especially in that violent manner that he did; so
it was with the above-named 10 persons, and thereof triall was oft made in Somers,
and as otherwise, so by pricking of pins, whereat he never stirred, though a pin, be-
ing somewhat great and crooked, was thrust up to the head: and in Th. Darling this
was wanifest above any, in that in his fits his shoulder bounes, and other bones of his
armes (to the sight and feeling of others) werc thrust out of their joincts and i againe,
he not complaining thereof. As touching the other outwarde sences, seeing, hearing,
&c. it is not indede manifest by the scriptures, that they which had uncleane spirits
were in their fits deprived of them ; yet, from thence it may well be conjectured so to
" have bene. For, scing som were altogither blind and deafe through the divel within.
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them, causing the same, and generally were deprived of their inward sences, and that

of outward feeling ; why may we not in all probability imagine, that they were with-

out the use of these other sences also? And as touching our demoniaks, they in their

fits nether heard nor saw (though their eyes were open) as themselves reported.  Fur-

ther and more certaine knowledge herein we cannot have, neither neede wee desire,

15, Tuevarter considering the number of persons reporting this, also that sundrie of them were far
puenspendiee  distant one from another, dwelling in severall shires, and almost all of them children.
gree woanevill— The 15. signe of Sathans possessing is, when such speaches ure uttered by the mouth
:Pa_u:-'i,:.“af'?ﬁ. of one, as savoure not of the spirit of man, but most fitly agree to a wicked spirit.
T of man. Thus we reade in the gospell, that the possessed, when they sawe Christ, began to cry
Mark i- 24 and OUt, saying, *“ Jesus, the Sonne of the Most High God, what have wee to doe with
Yuces gs, thee? art thou come hither to torment us before the time* art thou come to destroy
us? I charge thee by God that thou torment mee not.” IHither apperteyneth that an-

swer that his name was Legion, and that request, that “if he cast them out, he would

suffer them to enter into the herd of swine.” For we cannot doubte but that those

speaches were uttered after the same manner the former were, that is, by the mouthes

of the parties possessed, and it is plaine by Luke. 8. 80. After this manner M. Hard-

man said a little before the spirits egresse, “ 1 am hot, 1 must goe, I must away, I

cannot tarry, whither shall 1 goer 1 will not dye.” In like manner Somers, or rather

the divell in him, said, that he was god, meaning percase the god of this world,

that he was the prince of darknes, that he was sometimes in heaven: and when he

caused that lump or swelling in his eye, or toe, *“ 1 will goe out at his eye, I'le goe

out at his toe”. And upon Saterday at night before his dispossession, in the time of

rayer, ** I must be gon ;" with many more speaches, as appearcth before. The like

Eereto he did also upon his repossession, but specially upon the 0 day of February,

1597, which was about 4 dayes after he was repossessed, when lying in a trance, he

Thespeaches  Uttered many sententious speaches of this kinde, which were written from his mouth
 which somers in the presence of diverse persons of good credit. For instance and a taste these.

 hisrepowses-  * I baited my hooke often, and at last I catcht him. Heere I was before, and heere

tion, or muther | am againe, and heere 1 must stay, though it be but for a short time. 1 leade them

him, to drinck, carouse, and quafie, I make them to sweare. 1 have leave given mee to
Darling e doe what I will for a time. What is wightier then a king in his owne land* A king I
speaches or the

gl in him. . am in whome I raigne, heere 1 am king for a time.” In like sort Darling, upon the
day of his dispossession. uttered wordes of this kind with his mouth wide open: * Bro-
ther Radulphus, 1 wili goe to my maister, Belzebub, and he shall double there tongues;”
and againe, ‘‘ let us goe out of him and enter into some of these heere :” with diverse
others, as appeareth by the history of him in print; many such like speaches also I well
remember by Ka. Wright.
6. They offer  The 16. signe of possession is, when men offer violence to theire owne bodies ; so in
e e wo. the 5. of Marke, it is saide of the man which had an uncleane spirit, that *“ he did
“Sles. strike himself with stones :” The divell indeede was the striker, and the man a meere
patient, but because it was done by his owne hand, and so seemed to doe it humself,
& therefore it is ascribed unto him. And thus many times those things are attributed to
A5 the possessed, which were indeede done by Sathan the possessor. And in like sorte
have 1 my selfe often done in this treatise,
According to this, we have heard before of Somers, who, howsoever, he did not
strike himselfe with stones, yet did he beate his heade, and that with great violence,
o D nciruer- against the ground or floare of the house, and against the bedsted, and throwe him-
- metes. selfe against the wals. -
The 17. signe of one possessed is, that he is not hurt by all the violence that the di-
~well doth to his body, nor all the torments that he puuctﬁ him unto, so as (notwith~
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standing all his rage and crueltie) not a bone of the possessed (as I may say) is broken.
This appeareth by the 4. of Luke, where, when Christe had commaunded the divell
to come out of the man possessed, it is said, that * then the divell throwing him in Luke 4. 35,
the middest of them, came out of him, and hurte him nothinge at all.” )

It is as much as if it had bene saide, the divell, uppon Christes commaundement to
goe forth of the man, cast him violently and head-longe among the people, and there
rent him sore and extreamelie tormented him, so as one woulde have thought he had
utterly sKoilcd the man, or at least greatlie hurte him, (which appeareth also by the
firste of Marke, where the same story beinge reported, it is saide that the uncleane ?
spirit tare him) but saith the Evangeliste Luke, it proved not soe: for, notwithstand- i
ing the divells rage, and all the torments he put him to, yet ¢ he hurte him nothinge
at all.” Even soe it was with these. Tormented they were moste grevously, especial-
ly at, and a little before the egresse of the sprites. Somers also did offer great vio-
lence to his body, beating his heade and face, (sometimes a quarter of an houre togi-
ther) to the grounde or bedsteade, as is before saide, so a one would have thought he
shoulde have bruised himselfe greatly, and yet had he no hurte at all, or any of the
other, by the like grevous torments they indured. The same is as true of Kath.
Wright and Tho. Darling, which latter had in his fitts his armes and shoulder boanes
thruste out of their joinctes, and set in againe ; and yet hereby was made never a whit
lesse unable to use them than before. As strange also is that which is deposed con-
cerning Somers, that he was not burnt, though some bare partes of his bodie laye in
the hott fier.

The reason hereof I take to be this, that Sathan baving leave from God to enter
into man, bath not with all leave, or is forbidden to hurt him ; for otherwise it were
not possible, his nature considered, but that he shoulde greatlie harme him. And

et notwithstandinge this prohibition of the Lordes, he will be attemptinge to spoile or
urte those he possesseth, though he cannot or dare not doe it, because by nature hee

is inclined thereunto. For every creature, (as well invisible as visible) is as it were
violentlie carried to doe accordinge to his owne nature and kinde. In the manifoulde
vexations of Sathan therefore, and manner of usinge them he possesseth, we maye, as
in a glasse behold, the mallice, rage, cruelty, and unsatiable desire of the divell, as a
roaring lion, to devour and destroy man. And in his restraint from hurting or not
performing it (notwithstanding his great and manifold offers that way,) we may se, as
the power of God over thes principalities arid powers, I meane the divils, and the
awe and subjection they are in unto the Lord, as well as the lcast or weakest of his
creatures, so the great mercie of God towards man, remembring mercie even in judge-
ment. And here this is worthy the observing, that howsoever, they which are posses-
sed receive no hurt at all by that which the spirit doth, though it be never so much,
and never so fearfull to behold, but are as well (notwithstanding the same) after their
fits as before: Yet if any man doe but wrest or straine their little finger, which is as
nothinge in respect of that is done by the spirit, though for the present they complaine
not thereof, as being then without feeling, yet after the fit they doe; and this was
often seene in Somers. :

Hereunto we may add for the 18. signe of possession, extraordinary and superna- 1e. Extraordic
turall strength. This is evident by the 5. of Marke, where it is said of one possessed, ';::',;{’u","uﬁ“'
that “ no man could binde him, no not with chaines :” that “ being often bound with strength,

. * The poor apologist seems to have been unconscious that this immunity, from the usval consequences of
violeut accidents, was inconsistent with his previous doctrine, that the devil, by throwing the possessed into
fire or water, meant to take away their lives. Still less was he capable of perceiving that Somers, in the mid-
dle of all his violent gesticulations, took as much. care of his own person as could well be imagined.
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fetters and chaines, he plucked the chaines asunder, and brake the fetters in pieces,
neither could anie man tame him,” And by the 19. of the Actes, where the man pos-
sessed “ overcame and wounded 7. men.” After this manner it was with these wee
speake of : their strength was extraordinary and supernaturall, insomuch as two or
three strong men could scarcely hold one child of the age of 10. or 11. yeares; but
specially this was seene in Semers, who in sondry of his fits did shew such strengtlh,
as somtimes 3. 4. or 5., sometimes 6. or 7. men, though they had great advantage of
him, (as bound to a chair, or lying upon a bed) could scarcely rule him, and though
they laboured hard that they swet therewith, yet he was not perceived to pant or
blowe, no more then if he bad not strained his strength nor strugled at all, as is de-
posed. The like strength was perceived to be in Darling, as is noted in the printed
booke. Who being a boy of 13. yeares of age, was of that strength that 2. stronge
men could not hould him downe or rule him. Of such extraordinary and supernatu-
rall strength also was Kath. Wright. True it is that there is greate difference betwixt
his strength mentioned Marke 5. and the strength these shewed ; and no marvaile.
For the man their mentioned was possessed with a legion of divells, and each of them
with one onely, (as I suppose,) no marvell then, though his strength, and his rage and
fury exceeded theirs. And hence [ take it to be, that of all those mentioned m the
go:gell to have bene possesscd, we reade not of one that was of like strength and rage
with him or then possest with a legion. For besides that already hath bene saide of
their exceeding great strength and unrulines, it is recorded by S. Mathew, that they
were “ very feirce, that no man might go by that way.”

The last signe of possession, that in the holy scriptures 1 observe, is extraordinary
and supernaturall knowledge ; which appeareth by the 5. of S. Marke, where one that
was possessed, as sone as he sawe Jesus a farr off, said of him, that he was “ the sonne
of the most high God.” Now if we consider that this man had neither heard of Jesus,
his doctrin, miracles, nor seene his person at any time before, as may a;:)peare by this,
that he was not onlie a Gadaren, but had besides, “ his abidinge among the graves, and
in the mountaines,” and not amongste men ; and consider also that he was not in his

- right minde ; and third that he had * had devils a long time,” as St. Luke noteth :

we cannot but see and confese, that this knowledge or acknowledgement of our bless-
ed Saviour was supernaturall. This is further confirmed by the 16. of the Acts, where
it is not only said of a certaine maid of Philippi which was possessed, that ¢ she fol-
lowed Paul and Silas crying and saying, these men are the servants of the most high
God, which shew unto us the way of salvation.” But that which for this purpose is
much more, that * she had a spirit of divination,” so as she could divine and foretell
some thinges to come, wherby “ she got her master much vantage.” Such supernatu-
rall knowledge, as well as strength, have all those had, whom I affirme to have bene
possessed with uncleane spirites. For hence it came to passe that those in Lancashire
foretold their fits, the number, manner, and continuance of them. John Star could
tell whether it was cleane water they brought him ; and two other of them, having
their eyes closed and their faces from the glase, tould directly when the sand i the
hower glasse was rune out; and thus hower after hower. As for Th. Darling, his su-
K:naturall knowledge plainlie appeared by the booke written of him; and touching
ath. Wright, T saye this as in the presence of God, that she tould me of diverse
thinges which no earthlie creature knewe besids myselfe. Also 1 sent 'Th. Wright
Tier brother, 2. miles off, to one M. John Beresford, and she declared what he said to
the said messenger before he returned : and the daye after, I going from her with the
said gentleman, and leaving her with many about her, at my returne she tould some
of the speaches which had secretlie in the feildes passed betwene us, But this super-
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naturall knowledge was most manifest in Somers, who tould of sundrie thinges which
were done and spoken diverse miles of him, and that at or about the same instant they
fell out; and to diverse strangers comming unto him he made knowne such secrets, as
therat both they and others, upon the acknowledgement of the truth thereof, wondred
greatly. From hence likewise it came, that divin like (save that he intermingled one
or two errors) he continued his speach in expounding the creed for an howere toge-
ther, and sometimes also speake of other misteris. Hence also it was that he did di-
vine and foretel things to come. For shortly after his repossession, in a trance he ut-
tered these words: ““ I must goe to St Jones, as St Jones Darrell must not come, A bridwen
nor never a blacke coate of them all ; it is as I would have it, they are mine enimies, "™
At the sies I must be, before the judges, the judges must see.” Somers, 3. or 4. daies Nos thi oot
after he spake these thinges, among many more (whereof some are set downe before, how fitlic the
which all were written from his mouth in the presence of divers credible persons) was Jiill ™he jer-
accordingly carried from his fathers house, where he then was, to S. Jones, whither ieth not what
neither my selfe, nor yet any in the ministery, who would have rebuked him sharply, we"*®* ™"
(when once that was perceived) might be admitted to come unto him. And at the 4y, .. some
assises, which was about 7. weekes after, he was sent for before the judges, wher my by the maie:
Lorde Anderson and the other judge did see him indeede in a.deluding fitt. Now 1t 2 atdermen,

or pretence

is almost an odious thing to dreame of any deceiptin these predictions ot Somers, consi- 10 iod out 8-
deringe they were magistrates which had a cheif hand in these thinges, and were the fiing. which
causes of them; for the two first of these, viz. the removinge of him to S. Jones, for- 2 he kept se-
cibly against his fathers will, and the denying of the ministers to come and see him, 5o no mun did
wc(:lre done by the maior and some of the aldermen of Nottingham, and the last by a ;}’,‘;’s::ff{":f"‘;'
judge of assise. until they go-

eere wee must remember, that as they which are possest are not themselves of gf apueare.
any extraordinary and supernaturall strength, so neither have they themselves any
such knowledge indeede, but only seeme so to have. For whatsoever they utter
tending thereunto, commeth meerly from the spirits within them, using their instru-
ments of speach, and not at all from the parties possessed ; who, when they are come
to themselves, have no such knowledge, neither knowe any such thinge as before they
uttered.

Besides these tokens or signes which holy scriptures giveth, whereby wee may (o ine signes-
knowe and discerne of one possessed with the divell, I have in experience seene these, which my seife
1. That the divell doth mightely molest and afflict them whome he possesseth by sights :',f‘;:l‘,’:':,‘;',,v:f
and visions, (for the most part fearfull) appearing in the likenes ot a cat, beare, dog, L tustful
dragon, lyon, flames of fire, and such like fearefull creatures; whereof you may at ;fu‘;uui‘t’io;::
large reade both in the narration before, and in the history of Thomas Darling. This.
was common to all the 10. possessed persons above-named. 2. That they have by fits 2. Suddenswel-
on the suddaine, a greate swelling in the body and stirring or moving of the intrals o
within the body. This also was seene in all those 10 persons.  And this the King of
.Scots setteth downe for one symptome of the possessed, terming it very aptly the
holdihg up of the patients brest and belly with an unnaturall sturring and vehement
agitation within them. 3. That in some fits the partes of the body possessed, as arme ; 1. i
or legg, now one, forthwith an other, and sometimes the whole body are inflexible, and weight of
and withall as heavy as so much iron. And this the King of Scots most excellently feovey o .
describeth in these wordes : an ironie hardnes of his sinows so stiflie bended out, that ofking of ek
it were pot possible to prick out as it weic the skine of any other person so farr. 4. yuoks 3 and 4.
That howsoever they are so miserablie vexed by Satan, as they beholderes would judge |~
them to be in most extreame and intollerable paines, yet they feele noe payne at all. or waytof fee'-
Yet I doubt not but that Satan can soe order the matter as that the possessed shall s

haye paine, when he shall see it serve for his purpose, and this hath bene sene in some X g
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~ of our demoniakes: for, when the divill in Jane Ashton went about to make her lye by,

~ pretending that she was dispossessed, to that end in her fits he put her to extreame

pavne ; and Marg, Byrom felt usually every great paine. I rememberalso that Somers,

shortly after his repossession, and a little before he made that curssed and lyinge con-

fession of counterfeiting, groned most pittifully in sundry fits, and when they were

ended, and he com to himselfe, said, that in them he felt extreame paine, which it

may be the spirit therefore did, therby to drawe him to make the aforesaid confession,

which beinge made, his fits ended, and therewith the grevous paines he had before

indured. nﬁ:like sorte, when one tooke in hand to heale Darling, and applied some-

ThyrensdeDe- thing to his legges, he felt then a pricking which put him to great paine. Thus then

moniacis.chap- it may be, somtimes and in some fits ; but 1 take it that ordinarily he which is possest

chap. 10.sect. feleth noe paine in his fits. Hereunto we maye add, the running swelling which was

" s0 often sene and felt in Somers, which Thyreus the Jesuit also witnesseth to have bene

5. Strange ¥oi- geepe in persons possessed. 5. Strang and unnaturall voices, like to a bull, beare, swine.

o. visigaring 6. The fearfull disfiguring of the face: which have likewise in experience bene obser-

;;'y’;‘;:“;: ge. ved in others that have ben possest. 7. Also the speaking without the instruments of

mon. cap. 3, speach, the mouth being wid open, as did both Somers and Darling, with sundrie
et v e 9" such strang and supernaturall accidents, whereof we have hard before.

Speakinge, the _Lhus we have sene, 1. How and after what maner the possesed in the tim of Christ

mouth beinge Jesus and his aposties; even thos of whom the Holy Ghost saith were possessed, were

wideopet  handled or vexed by sathan, 2 These persons we speake of were handled or vexed

just after the same manner : what leteth them that thes should not be possessed with

divils as well as they ? for, seeing the like or the same effects were found in both, why

should not the like or the same cause from whence these strang effects (we have

heard of) proceded, be in both ? Imagine ¢ sicke persons to be handled alike : the one

hath such a paine in his head, the other hath the like: one complaineth of a paine in

his backe, the other of the very same in his : this is paned thus, and thus in his belly,

in his left side, in his armes, legs, feete, and other even so : they are within of an ex-

treame heat like fire, and it either of them outwardlye quakinge with cold : theire

urines are alike, their pulses they beate a lyke: who wyll not saye, that these two

have the same disease ? and that, if it be certaine that the one of them hath such

a siknes, there is no doubt but the other hath also the same ; because it cannot be,

neyther was it ever seene, that in such a consent of effects, so many I meane, there

should be such a dissent in the causes ; why then should it not be so heere? and why

may we not infer and conclude so in, this our present case: Those mentioned in the

,gos{:ll, on the sudden and by fits, were grevously vexed, cryed, gnashed their teeth,

wallowed, fomed, were thrown into the fyre, were feirce and cruell, offering much

vyolence to themselves and others, out of theire right minds, uttering dyabolicall

speaches, of extraordinary and supernaturall strength, and of supernaturall knowledge.

And after the same manner were all the 10 persons, spoken of before, handled, as

\ hath been shewed, and specially William Somers ; but the former were possessed with

_ thedivell: why then shall not we affirme, that the latter were possessed othefwise ?

~ Touching the former, it'is certaine, that all the vexation, inward and outwarde, their

crying, goashing their teeth, foming, wallowing, casting into the fier, the dyabolicall

speaches they utleéred ; their supernaturall strength and knowledge, with the rest of

tho: ﬂﬁugﬁ we have heard of, cgmfrnm the divel, not being without but with-

them : why now should not we thinke that the crying and scriking, gnashing,

vallowing, casting into the fyre, the diabolicall speaches, supernaturall strength

‘which were in Somers and the other persons, cam@uﬂw tbaé
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effects (all or most of them) might procede from some other cause, the which I have
heretofore shewed cannot be ? *

In naturall diseases and in other cases, we reason from the effects to the cause, and
gather or conclude the cause by the effects; neyther doth it at any time deceave us,
though it may be sometimes we deceive ourselves. The phisitian, if he perceive in
his patient that he hath a cough, stitch, and that his sickness began with an ague,
knoweth thereby, as by signes or effects, that he hath the plurisy; in case we see one
every other day quivering and shakeing for cold, presently and truely wee say, he hath
a tertian; and who is so simple, that when he seeth smoake ascendinge up out of a
chymney, knoweth not that there is a fyre? Why then should we doubt when in the
strange handling and torments of a man (such as have bene described) we se (as I may
say) the smoake of a spint, that is, the operationes and effects of an evill spirit, but
that there is in that man a wicked spirit ? is there any disease of the body wherein
men are so handled as these persons were ? must it not needes then be some supernatu«
rall disease? and other then this it hath bene shewed (I trust) in the begininge it can
not be.

Our physitianes, if they have the pulse, urine, and two or three other signes of a dis-
ease, straightwaies they affirme it is such a disease, and we beleve them, though they re-
ceive their skill from the wrytings of men which are subject to errer: how much more
ought we to beleve that the aforesaid 10. persons were sicke of the disease wee treat
of, to wit, possest with divels, seing we have not 3. or 4. but so many signes thereof,

"To those who might he moved by the extraordinary appearance of the convulsion fits, here so often founded
upon, Dr Hutchinsun directs the following very sensible observations :

“ Clergyman, Theretore we have a great many other matters to consider of : one is the great addition that will
be made to the strangeness of such cases, if the persons themselves give their minds to do those things that will in=
crease the wonder. 7There are few under such kind of afflictions, but do ita little: for people naturally de~
light to muke things strange and marvellous, that those that see them may have the pleasure of wondering, and
they themselves may be admired or pitied : But too many go a great way farther, even to a wicked manage-
ment of their own distempers, and counterfeiting symptoms that their diseases did not occasion

¢ Juryman. Sure none can be so desperately wicked, as to add counterfeit tricks to a real distemper, that puts
them into puin and danger. It is hardly charitable to think that.

¢ Clerg. Virtuous persons, who judge of others by themselves, can never imagine what wicked wretches, or
humoursome people, or those that are secretly encouraged and managed by others, will do. And therefore,
as strange as this seems, Mahomet did it, and the Maid of Kent, and in all probability, the Surrey impostor,
and other, as you will find afterwards in some following narrations, There was a work of nature, an odd dis-
temper for the foundation ; and upon that they grafted such practices as deceived great multitudes. For though
a distemper at first be surprizing, and puts the afflicted persons beyond their thoughts of tricking, yet a little
time makes them fumiliar with their own calamity ; and when they find themselves come safe out of strange fits,
and begin to have the use of their thoughts, while they are in them, and hear what judgments are made of their
case ; they manage their calamity to the serving their own interest, or party, or passion, or humour: and when
some cunning fellow, who hath a body st for it, falls into this wicked way, it is hardly to be believed, how-
they can distort their own bodies.

¢ And here, though I shall mention many instances that will be thought strange by those pious persons who
have had their minds upon better things than the tricks of such rascals, yet I will name none but such as I

/)ave cither read in sober authors, or Lheard from very good hands, Itis common then with such, that by long
holdM@"their breath, they can throw themselves into real fits when they will. By often moving and stretching
the skin of their heads, if the hair be short, they can make it stand upright like an angry dog ; and then they
will bark, and snarl, and run upon all four, asif they were changed into mastives. They can turn their eyes
inward, swallow their tongues, fuain at the mouth, and put their own arms, or legs, or backbones out of joint.
They can huff up their bellies, that they may seem much swelled ; and at other times they can suck up their
breath and draw in their guts, till the by-standers may feel the backbone.”—Hurcrinson on Witcheraft,
1720. p. 7. o

To tl?ese just remarks it may be added, that those who counterfeited these signs of Mn, were umaﬂy
“children of an age too young to comprehend the enormous guilt of their imposture, yet old enough to be grati-

 fied by the universal attention which it procured them, as well as by the indolent and Jazy life which was substi»
tuted instead of school tasks or hard labour. T
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-and those not taken out.of.the bookes of men, which may, yea often do erre and de-

Mark 9, 21.

Thyrens de
Damonacis
cap. 2. sect.
15,

- Bect.0,

ceive, but out of the booke of God, the word of truth.

And here this 1 affirme, that the Spirit of God in discribing at large the manner of
their handling and vexation by Sathan, who were possessed in Christ's time according
to that we have heard, doth not sett it downe only as a matter of fact, but in report-
ing the same did; besides, thereby purpose (as I conceive) to give a rule, and leave a
direction to his church, whereby to discerne of possession in the time to come, to the
end of the world ; implying therein thus much, that when we shall see one handled
after the same manner, that thereby wee learne, and from thence gather, that the
said party is possessed with an uncleane spirit; and for confirmation hereof serveth
excellently the queston of Christe to the father of the possessed child, after he had
seene his sone in one of his fits; “ how long time is it since he hath bene thus ?” for

it is as if he had said, indeed thou saist true, thy child hath an evill spirit in hym, for

whosoever is thus handled hath the divel in hym, causing the same : but how long hath
he bene possessed ? where we see that, instead of askynge the father,  how long time hys
sonne had bene possesed ' he saith “ thus handled,” secretly teaching us that they which
are handled atter that manner there mentioned, are possessed. Againe, if it be so that
Christ Jesus hath left a medicine for the curing of this supernaturall disease, that is, a
meanes for the casting of Sathan oul of those he possesseth, and the same perpetuall as
(T hope) is hereafter made manifest; who can doubt but that the Lorde Jesus hath
left some direction for the discerning of this disease. Now all men will confesse he
hath left noune other; it must nedes therefore be, that he did it in setting downe
the manifould effects and operations of the divell, which being in men he sendeth
forth, from whence he would have us (being reasonable creatures) when we shall see
the same effects in any, to gather and assure ourselves that there is the very same cause,
viz. an unclean spirit in the party so afflicted.

That which many object heere, forasmuch as Thyreus hath donne it effectually as he
supposeth, I will produce that which he saith instead of all, who although I'doubt not
but if he understood how it was with our demonyacks, as well as the papists among us
doe, he would say with them, that there is no question but they were possest, yet be-
cause in his booke of Demonaiks, which he hath very latly set forth, and is in the
handes of many, he saith somthing against this first reason of mine, and the certainty
and sufficiency of the aforesaid signes which I have gathered out of the gospell ; 1 will
therefore labour to answer hin, and weaken that hee objecteth, that so my aferesaid
reason may styll stand and remayne in his full strength, and therewithall I will say som-
thing of the signes which the papists principally rely upon and trust unto for the dis-
cerning of their possessed.

His words be these following : “4ddo quod nec ipsa signa, &c.” I adde, “ that neither
the very signes which are found in those possessed, of whom the gospell maketh men-
tion, are certain and sufficient tokens of men possessed, some of them blynd, some
deafe, others dumbe, some of them were cruell to themselves, some to others; they
seemed to be the workes of such as wer possessed, but they were not the signes 6k pos-
sessed persons; unless per adventure we will have all that be blynd, dumbe, and deafe,
and also all feirce and cruell men to be possessed.” And in the 25. chap. having spo-
ken newly before of theexceedinge great strength of posessed persons, even such as pas-
seth all humane strength, and of their casting into fyre and water ; he saith of them,
that they be not certa et indubita signa, “ certaine and undoubtfull signes,” his reason is,

jam mon damones tantum, verum etiam prelter demonves, alios authores et causes habere
possunt: ““because these things and signes may have not only the divels, but also besides
chndhu'utbors and causes,” which he further confirmeth by examples, as of
Maximinus the emperor, and Junius, whoe were of extraordinary and supernaturall
th, as he sheweth there at large: non tamen (saith he) pro obsessis habm?v :
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“ and yet notwythstanding they were not held to be possessed.” Thus we se Thyreus
flatly denyeth, and argueth against that which hath bene so much M.‘fh‘p@n and
o passe by that absurdity of his, where graunting these thinges to be the workes
of the M,M is, of Sathen possessing,g he yet dinyeth thcmg to be signes thereof ; -
as though the severall operations of Sathan in any were not so many severall ey
of his inhabyting the same person, or the proper effect was not alwayes a signe of the
cause, which seemeth to be his first reason. ' :
To passe by that, I say let us come to the main reason he useth against the signes
mentioned in the gospell, wherupon onlye as the foundation my former reason whereby
I endevor to prove Somers, the 7. at Lancashyre, and the other two, were possessed, rest-
eth and is buylt. Against whichargument of myne for proofe of theire possession, thus
out of Thyreus it maye be objected : the evangelicall signes whereupon I ground and in-
fer the possession I contend for, are not certaine, sufficient, and undoubted signes of men
ﬂosscssed with Sathen, and therefore, notwithstanding the said signes were seene and
nowne to be in Somers and the rest, it may well be that they were not possessed :
that the evangelicall signes are not such, Thyreus proveth thus: yf to be blynde,
dumbe, deafe, to be feirce and cruell towardes himselfe and others, to gnash the teth, fome,
to be of supernaturall strength, and so of the other signes, be certaine and sufficient
signes of Sathen his possessinge of man, then all that be blynde, dumbe, deafe, be
feirce and cruell towards themselves and others, or gnash the teeth, or foanie, or be of
supernaturall strength, and so of the other signes, are possessed with Sathen ; but that
is most falce, therfore the other also.
To the proposition, or first part of this reason, I answer, that to be blynde, or to be
dumbe, ordeafe, or to be feirceand cruell towards himselfe and others, &c. without any
further trouble or vexation, is no token of possession; butif any of these meete with other
signes of this supernaturall disease, it greatly confirmeth the same unto us, aud is a
good signe thereof. As for instance, of foming, when foming is alone and severed
from other markes, it is no signe of one possessed ; for in the falling sickness a man
fometh and yet hath not an uncleane spirit-in him ; but let it meete in the same per-
son, with divers other tokens of one possessed, though not all, so as the same man which
fometh doe also gnashe his teeth, wallowe, be caste unto the fyre, be of supernaturall
strength and knowledge, then, and in such case (I say) it is a very significant signe
thereof; and this may be made playn by the like. An ague, cough, and stich, are the
signes of a plurisy ; seaver these so aya man hath only one of them, and that which of
them soever it is, can give no assurance to the sick person or phisitian of the plurisy 3.
but let them concure and mete togither and they signifie that, and as it weri‘frochyme
him to be sick of the saide disease; even soe it is in this case, if Thyreus had said that
no one of the signes mentioned in the gospell was a certain and sufficient token or ar-
gument of possession, I, for my part, woulde have subscribed unto him; but ta::y as
/);gfgolh, indefinittely, and in the plurall number, that the signes there spoken of are
not e€rtayne and sufticient signes of Sathan his possessinge, I hould it to be moste false
and derogating to the honorand high estimation and accounte we should have of God's. «
sacred word: ~ For shall the signes, or any of the signes given by men in their wri-
tings of this or that discase, be certain and suflicient signes, and the signes given by
the Lord himselfe in his holy writings of this supernaturall disease, or of any other
thinge, be uncertaine and insufficient? or shall the sigues given by you papists of on
possest, forged out of your owne braine, and set downe in your bookes, be undoubted,
_certain and suffitient, as you affirme; and the signes given by God himselfe thereof,
~and set downe in his booke be uncertain and unsufficient? O monstrous impiety ! 1S Tyre
- not the Lord Jesus (trowe we) much beholding to this Jesuite, in this doctrin of pﬁ{: el
session, as he is to the rest of that generation in all their other doctrins ? who placeth
VOL. 1IN, Vi TS L O Y : 4
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~ the signes which Christ Jesus bam”‘in his holy word of one possessed among
~+ those which are uncertaine and don Il 'signes, as appeareth further by the title of

his 22. chap. yea among those which are not true signes, although they be so ac-

counted by some. For marke what his words be in the begining of this said chapter :

Rejiciemus hoc loco primum illa, que, &c. ¢ we will first speke in this place of those

Thyreus, chap. Which are not true signes of men possest, although they be held for ‘true signes of
2. some;” (in the conclusion of which chapter he useth the wordes before, concerning the
evangelical signes) “then afterwards we wil asigne those which truely prove divels to

be in men.™ But what are those which are such true and infallable signes, wherwith the

Sasilis si set downe in the g sitzl are not to be compared ? Forsoth these, “If they refuse to
ofpmm upon the name of the Lord, orany of the samts, to pronounce the name of Jesus, to

o yveus chnp- rehiearse a psalme or some godlye prayer, or yf they tremble or quake for feare, break
forth unto clamours, or outcryes, become impatient, blaspheame, and make shew to doe

vyolence unto themselves, when the reliques of saints are applyed unto them, or an Agnis

Dei is applyed, or besigned on the forehead with the signe of the crosse, or sprinckled

with holy water, or have the most holy body of Christ given unto them in the sacra-

ment ‘of the Eucharist, or shall have thes words whispered into their eare in a strange

tongue, which they understand not : Deum qui te gemuit derelinquisti, et oblitus es Domi-

ni Creatoris twi, thou hast forsaken God which made thee, and hast forsaken the Lord,

thy Creator, Finally, if they cannot abide the charges given in the exorcisms, or at
“ Jeast most ympatiently indure them. Whereunto, after he addeth the touchyng of holy
men, his (saith the Jesuite) et similibus signis demones ﬁrodi dubium nullum est, that the

devils by these and such like signes are descryed or knowne to be in men, there is no
doubt ; and this he goeth about to confirme, partly by examples, and partly by reason,
which consisteth of two parts. This (quoth he) is manifest, if we consider first, hec ipsis
invisa ¢t molesta esse, demones illo ferre non posse, that these things ar hatefull and gre-
vous unto the devils, and that they are not able to abid them. Secondly, non posse fieri,
&e. that it cannot be thateither a Christian man should tremble, when these things are
used, or show himself troubled, yf he be commanded to use them religiously, or to re-
hearse certaine praiers.  And a little after, ut wvero homines heec horreant, quis credat ?
horvebit forsitan Christianus homo, si psalmum Miscrere, vel dicat, vel dic: audiat, &c.
That men should be afrayd of these things, who can beleeve? Will a Christian man
tremble, yf he either say the psalme (called) Miserere, or heare it said ? yf he rehearse

o e i W A

the Lords prayer, or any other that is godly ¥ yf he see or touch reliques of the saints?
yf in his ce exorcisms be read yf to the devil it be objected, that he hath for-
saken eator, when therfore tZe possessed tremble at those things, when they
reprove inge, which use and 'aﬂ‘nly them : Quis dubitabit (saith he) guin trepi-
datio, et | wntur blasphemia, latentes demones prodant? Who will doubt but
that the phemyes which are heard, do bewray the devils lying hid in

it one 1 of Tomworth, in the county of Warwick, a recu-
Nottingham, and laid in his hand a purse, with an Agnjs.zi .
it, to discover Sathan thereby, (whereat indeej Somers began to be som-
ed, such is the subtlety of Sathan to kepe the papists in their blindnes,)
recusant being apprehended, confessed his intent, who, for the reliques
m, was i mgw ) the magistrate to the shetiﬁl': house ; but
; ‘the papist went quietli home again,
service; wherin thg devil for his m
omme him, as mighte make most for his

i claiming for himself the-merit of subduing the foul fiend, I, and yet contending
R DAt td ilgion of e P e At K b
% quﬂdﬁcromm;;" m g .




Miscellaneous Tracts., ; i A 203 B :‘i

But to returne to Thyreus, againste whome and all papistes, touchinge these feigned That the Po.
signes of theirs, I argue thus: If these be certaine an(r ui:xdaubladngm of poaaenfi?m, on s e
then it is not possible but that all such shal be possest, in whomsoever all these signes "t certnive
may or shall be found ; but all these may be in one that is not possest ; therefore are 3".?.;?:3:':.:?,
not certain and undoubted signes of possession. The proposition or firste part - of this ::. connterfeit~
reason cannot be denyed ; and the truth of the assumption (or sccond part of this ar-
gument) appeareth by this, that all these signes of theirs may be counterfeyted, and
donne in dissimulation, by whomsoever will feigne himself to be possest with the divell,
as Somers saith he hath done. For howsoever Somers could not easily by counterfeyt-
ing, fome, wallowe, &c. especially in so greate measure, and that manner we haye heard,
nor yet possibly be of such extraordinary and supernaturall strength and knowledge,
as he was: whereupon we forbeare not to say, but most confidently avouching, that it
is ympossible for him to be a counterfeyte, and for the signes of possession, given us
by the Holye Ghost in the gospell, to be disenbled or to be donne by arte of man, or
human power; yet we fear not to affirme, yea yourselves will scarcely deny, but that he
might feigne, and in deepe dissimulation doe, all those you give for certain and un-
doubted signes of one possessed. = For who seeth not that it were no harde thinge for
him or any other that would attempt such an impiety, but maste easy, to abstayne and
refuse to invocate the name of God, or some of the saints, to pronounce the name of
Jesus, to rehearse a psalme, or some godly prayer, to shake ancr tremble as it were for
feare,. to be ympatient (in shew), to blaspheme, when reliques are applyed unto them,
or an Agnis Dei, or be signed with the signe of the cross or sprinckled with holy
water, and to shew or carry ones sclfe acc.ordin%e to all the other signes whereof we
have hearde. Seing then all these signes may fall into a counterfeyte, who is one not
possessed, but faininge so to be, it followeth therefore necessarily, that these signes
of the papists are not only uncertaine and doubtfull signes, but lying also and deceiv-
able signes, as like as may be to the authors of them. £
Againe, if these be certaine, sufficient, and undoubted signes of possession, then may
one certainly discerne Sathan his possessing one, without any heipe or direction from
the scriptures, for none of these are mentioned there; but without helpe and direction.
from the scripture we cannot certainly know when Sathan possesseth one: there-
fore these are not sugh signes as is affirmed. For who can assure us that the divel
is in such a man really, if the Lord himself by his word doth it not ? Caunot the devill
deceave us by his cunning and subtlety, and make us beleve that he is in man when he
is without him, by molestinge him by some externall operation of his, if the Lord per-
mit him so to doe ? or is any mortall man of himselfe, without any helpe and direction
from God (which he giveth in his word) able to match the subtle serpent, so as he shall
not be able to deceive him ? So it shoulde seeme by the papists, and the signes they give
out of theire owne brayne. How then is it saide that Satgﬂ' by his subtlety deceyveth
all the world? And who that hath an eye to see with, seeth not, how heerein the de- Rev.12.0.
our deceaveth them mightely 7 making them beleve, that he cannot abide, but is.
tormehted with their foalisﬁ, rid’;culous, and superstitious toys, as theire conseerated or
hallowed thinges, holy bread, holy water, hallowed oyle, hallowed brimestone burned .
in the fire, &c. hoiy reliques, an dgunis Dei, and, above all, the signing of them with the
signe of the crosse, whereby the divels are not only discovered, but also (which is
WEM:ﬂtfﬁ men, as the Jesuit teacheth his schollers at larg throuhout his twenty-
rth chapter, whereof that is the tytle and argument. If the divell can so ill away
with a crosse, to let he rest goe, if, uTbWiiﬁth and alleageth, out of some, Cruz.

 be #imor demonum, a crosse be the feare of the divels, and that, timor et tremor cadunt 5,55,
 super damones cum signum crucis viderint, that the diveles feare and tremble when they isnot atrayde

hould the signe of the crosses yea guamvis nullo pietatis studio hec crucis arma, §e. e
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_ing it will vex the divells, and greatly torment them: How cometh it to passe that
conjurors in their conjuratious use and make crosses, as appeareth by that is said before
of Edmund Hartlaye the conjurer,who, in his conjuring and raising up of the devil, divid-
ed his circle into four partes, making a crosse at every devision ? And how falleth it out,
that the devils then shew themselves, and that they can abide and indure to be there
present, in the presence and vew of so many crosses? It may be it is thus, that when the
Merigus'in fugn conjurers call uponand invocate the devils, having made first so many crosses, the devils
Damonvm— dare not but, come and present. themselves, though, alas, in much feare and trembling.
Whence cometh it also that conjurers have, aswell good store of crosses in theire bokes
of conjuration, as of the papists in theire exorcismes 7 Surelye by that arte of theirs,
which they learne and get out of their said bokes so becrossed, they attain, by vertue
d store of the said crosses, some power and authority over the devils, which they after
exercise over them, so that the papists onli have not power over the devils, as they
affirm, wherof you shall heare hereafter. Here we may behold the just judgment of
God upon them ; who, because they will not receive and trust to the signes the Lord
hath given in his word, which are the only certaine and sufficient signes to signify Sa-
than his possessing of men, such as whosoever trusteth unto them, and will be directed
by them can not err or be deceived herein ; such as, whomsoever they are, the same per-
1 son is for certainty possessed, and such also as without which we cannot certainly knowe
when Sathan possesseth man; therefore I say, because they will not beleve and receive
these signes, the Lord sendeth them strong delusions, that they should beleve lying,
fooiish, and ridiculous signs, shewed forth or given by Sathan in all deceivablenes.
SR Thus have I sufficiently prooved, out of the word of God, the possession of the
'i arties we intreate of, and discovered what is or may be objected against it. There
pesides some other reasons which may further confirme the same unto us: As first, in
that they were delivered uppon the prayers and fastes which were used for that pur-
%ose, we wnay thereby bee the rather perswaded that they bad evill spirits within them.
here we must remember that it was not thus once, but sundry times, not with one
person alone, but with divers. Now, whence came it that such certaine and present
deliverance came to the above-named parties, so afflicted as is aforesaide, upon the
usinge of this saide meanes ? Surely hence, because they being sicke of this superna-
turall disease, I meane having uncleane spirits within them, bad the supernaturall
meadicine applied unto them, which God himselfe, for the cureinge theireof hath lefte
and ordeained ; which, beinge soe, it is no marveile though tley were presentlie heal-
ed.  For what meadicine is soe soveraigne, as that whichis of the Lords owneappoint-
ment # Had they bene sicke of any other disease, and, namely, had they bene vexed by
some outward operation of Sathan, as of necessity they must, if they were not possest,
* they ndoubtedly all of them bene so presentlie delivered as they were.
‘God ha ointed us to fast when we are in any affliction of body
¢ done in vaine; yet he hath no where promised that the
‘to the delivering of us from the said affliction, as he hath in this _
possession, in particular and by name. * This kind (saith our Saviour,) goeth

et

but by prqwmd fam%'t};?:u:'wreﬂy pmmmng. that prayer and fasting
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, evill spirits doe a ne, how came it to passe that we,

i i t he woulde be pleased to cast Sathan

by the divell, hefore us, (that their bodies
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ling, unlesse he be either like unto Thomas, and with him say, exeept I had sene these
things that are here reported, and had made triall of them with my handes, 1 will not
beleeve them, or be of this judgment, that men ‘in these dayes canmot be pos .
The former of these may remember, for theire humblinge, that by the sentence of our
Saviour himselfe, this is to be faithlesse : as touching this worke of God, T meane; and
that it is a blessed thinge to beleve that the truth we see not; 2. That before God and.
men they shall be the more inexcusable, because these thinges have bene donne not =
beyond the seas, but heere at home in our owne countrie, and that in divers partes
thereof, and some of them in the middest of the kingdome, so that we neede not

farr either in our owne person, or by our letters, to inquire into the truth of this mat-
ter ; neither have they bene done in a corner, and before sonie few only, but openly
and in the sight of all those that for sundry wekes would come unto them, which, T
dare be bould to say, were for nomber (in a manner) innumerable, wherof divers were
very learned and wise, cheef men in the magistracy and ministery, not easy to be
abused, and about 30. also have upon their oathes given testimony hereunto.

As touching those who therfore reject that is said, and whatsoever they heare cons. That therare

cerning this matter, because they judg that none either are or can be now possest, as fhese a':;:-."

I cannot but wonder that any, especially of the learned, should be of this judgment,
consideringe there is neither jot nor title in the scriptures for them, but much against
them, nor yet in any writer ould or new that ever I red or heard of, so I demaund of
them how they dare affirme the same, for it is in effect all one as if they should say,
God cannot now send divels into men, or God cannot in these dayes plague or correct
men, by sending Sathan into them to vex them in their bodies, which 1 thinck they
would be loath to avouch ; for it is more than bouldnes to say of the Almighty that he Tiws1.2.
cannot doe this or that, except it be such as is either contrary to his nature, or his re- & Tim- 2 13.
vealed will; which cannet be saide of this. To say it is against his nature is most ab-
surde; and if we will have it against his will, we must shewe where that part of his
will is revealed, which is a thing impossible ; for asmuch as the contrary, that men
may now be possest, appeareth by dealy experience, which cannot fall out contrary
‘unto the will of God, and by the word of God in Deut. 28. it is written, *“ If thou
wilt not kepe(saith Moses) aud doe all the words of this law, that are written in this Vere 58.
boke, and feare this glorious and fearefull name, the Lord thy God, then the Lord
will make thy plagues wonderfull, and the plagues of thy seede, even great plagues
and of longe continuance : and every sicknes and every plague which is not written in
"the boke of this lawe, will the Lord heap upon thee untill thou be destroyed.” Sein,
then God threatneth to bring upon the disobedient and sinfull people ** wonderfull
plagues,” of which kinde this is one, and every “ plague or curse” he hath, whither
it be such as is * written” (as is expressly set doune in the chapter following) or “ not Pt % 3™
written :” under one of which kindes this curse, to be possest with the devill, must 2 Tim. 3. 1,
needes be comprehended ; and that in these last dais there shall be perilous and sinfull Jacis. =
imes, wherein iniquity shall abound, soe as the sonne of man when he commeth,
«~" shail,gcarcely finde ** any faith upon earth.” Howe can it be denyed but that the
Lorde may smite some with this judgment, yea and (as | conceave of this scripture)
will also, which is more. - And lest we should understand this of the Jewes only, and
:;stmingjt to the time of the lawe, either e(:lf which is ;bsu;‘d, we mu;t Gmanheg
at we have the same or like threate renewed upon us by the spirit of God in t
time of the gospell, @n;iuﬁxpreslylaﬁains!.-m‘ man, as well Gentile as Jew, us all
men will graunt. J&mt (h ith the spirit) unto every man that beareth the wordes
of the prophecy of this boke, thatif any man shall add unto these thinges, God shall
add u 1 the plagn

of this prophecy, &ec. Seing then that it cannot be deny-
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dyminish from it, and that this plague of pnssession by devils is written in the same,
' we must nedes acknowledg, and cannot doubt but that God may send this plague also
in this last age of the worlde.
Againe, seing possession is a punishment or correction of the Lord, laid upon a man
Justin Mart by the ministery of Sathan for his sinne; and that men are now as grevous sinners as

10 gc  ever, the Lord also in like sorte affected now towardes sinne and sinners as heereto-

e grogipes? fore, as ready everie way to chastice men for sinne in these dayes as in former; it
Atha. in epist. cannot bee but that men may bee possest now, if the Lord thinke good that way to

ad Marcelli- A v 1 1
e, orrect them ; yea even as well and usually as in former time.

ad Scabulam et Lastly, it 18 to be remembred, that as all churches, so all antient and latter Chris-

Mil eap.11, tians and papists, which have spoken more or lesse of this matter, give theire full con-

Cipr. addeme- gent heereto, and many examples from age to age are given hereof. Here might bee
Tiapum. . s ¢ . .
Hieron. in vita Drought in a multitude and greate heape of testimonies, to prove that men maye be

-~ el 5, DOW possessed, but I will let them alone, and only coate them in the margent, be-
Fromil, 4.acin. cause I thinke it a needlesse thing, in so plaine and evident a matter, to use so many

omprehensibi- wordes, specially seing hereafter 1 alleadge the most of theire testimonies, for the con-
Theodoret in firmation of dispossession since miracles ceased, which is farr more doubtfull then this
e earets, other of possession, and comprehendeth in it thisalso. For if men have bene and may be
in Maced.  now dispossessed, ergo possessed. Wierus, in the begining of his 4. booke, de prestigiis
Avgust.dewtili- demonum, speaketh of many that have of late yeares bene possessed with divels, shew-
cap.22.etliver ing at Jarge their strange, admirable, and most grevous vexations by Sathan; and,
| Hoer §.de civie among others, he maketh mention of about 70. damsells which togither, in one night,
tate deicap 34. 1555 in an house at Roome, where orphanes were kept, became demoniacks ; whereof,
etlib®l.deciv. . . &
' dei cap. 18, - saith he, mot one of them was recovered two yeares after. Yea, it may be not at all,
 Pet. Mastir . which sure is more strange than their possession, considering the great power and au-
 enp.9. sect. 13. thority the Romanists have over divels, even the same with the apostles, if you will
i ebelnct heleve them, as hereafter you shall heare.  Also of later time and nearer us, even at
Chemnit de so- Amsterdam, a greate towne in Holland, anno 1566, there were, as he declarcth at large,
e~ 30, children or thereabouts, in 8. or 10. weekes, possessed with divels. :
Bezatlont. 26, But, to let the dead and their writings goe, let us inquire of the living. ~Aske of
onis, our travailers what they have seene and credibly heard in other countries, beyond the
Copellivein | seas, and you shall heare what they will say; demaund of the papists, and they with
gMﬂ;c 9s0. one consent will tell you that men may be pussest, and that amonge them theire are
s ofscos such.  Thyreus, (a man now living) in a booke lately written of this argument, nameth
logielib,S.ca.4. @ great many that (long since miracles ceased) were possessed with divels, whereof
some were great and honourable personages, children to emperours and kings.  Shall
we say of them, as it is said of our possessed persons in England, that they were coun-
terfeits 7 Their calling of exoveists also, and formes of exorcisme, proclainie their judg-
ment herein to all the world. Yea, who knoweth not how they greatlie vaunt of
the power that in theire church they have to cast out divels? I'his brage of theirs is
answered by D. Fulk, and divers others ; but neither he nor any other returneth j
- answer, that men cannot in these dayes be possest, which had it bene a truth.tney
L mpoer Bave owllibed.” U AREREET T S T M
it why doth it seeme so incredible and impossible unto some, for one to be nowe
: ause miracles are ceased. It she seeme then, to be possest with the
a disease 50 y miracle cured. For the ceasing of
it to the discases WhiChth iraculously
A ~of feavers, palsies, and other infinit: di-
blind, halt, ormaimed. Notaiths&n&pg@m‘%ﬁmi-
s may rematue, scing it is certaine it is no mis:
disease, which somtimes miraculously was healed
et by the 17, of 8. Mathew, where the father,
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bringing his possessed child, saith thus to Jesus, « I brought him to t -disciples, and the

could not heale him ;" and presently after it followeth :g“ and J esu’:{ebtiw the div,el'l}:

and he went out of him, and the childe was healed at that houre.” TIn like manner it

is said in the 9. of §. Luke, * that Jesus rebuked the uncleane spirit, and healed the

child, and delivered him to his father.” And for further profe Ecreof servm- Math.15.92 98,

lently, thatiin the 8. of 5 Luke, verse 2. where it is said, that *“ certaine women were jpmpored.ith

healed of evill spirits and infirmities, as Mary, which was called Magdalen, out of Veme9s,

whome went seaven divels;” where, by the word ‘¢ healed” we may learne, that pos- 1

session is a disease, to wit, supernaturall, and that the miracle is, when the divell, How castinge

by rebuke, that is, by a charge or comaundement to depart, is caste out, in which f seimo e

case the party is healed, or made whole of this unnaturall disease. For thus it is writs

ten in the 9. of S. Marke, “ when Jesus,” &c. “ he rebuked the uncleane spirit, saying

unto him, thow dumbe and deafe spirit, I charge thee come out of him.” ¢ Then (it

is said) the divell came out;” the very same we have in the first of 8. Marke, verse 5. ;

and a little after it followeth, verse 27. « he commandeth the foule spirits with autho-

rity, and they obey him.” And in S. Luke, ¢ with authority and power he commaun-

deth the foule spirits, and they come out.” In these cases we all knowe Christe wrought

a miracle ; now what did her He comaunded the divells that were in men to come out

of them, and they came forth.

The myracle then is by a word, or commaunde, to caste the diveil out, and this is

ceased with other myracles, but to be possessed of the divell is noe myracle; no more

then to be blynde, sick, or lame; which are judgments of God upon man for hissynne;

whereuppon possessyon with dyvelles is often brought in among other plagues of God,

and, namely, in the 4. of Math. where it is saide, “ They brought unto Jesus all sick yu. 8, 16,17

people that were taken with divers diseases and grypings, and them that were possessed Mark 1. 32,
with divels, and those which were lunatick,and those that had the palsy, and he heal- yers 23,
ed them.” The like we reade in the 8, of Luke, “ And at that time he cured many
of their sicknesses, and plagues, and of evill spirits, and unto many blind men he gave
sight freely.” Seeing then it is no miracle to be possest of the divell, but a disease, as
is the lunacye, palsy, &c. the myracle consisting mn casting out the divel by a worde,
notwithstanding myracles are ceased, possession may remayne ; for as, notwithstandin
this miraculous healing heere spoken of is ceased and gone, yet men still are sick, an
taken with divers diseases, and some are lunatick, some have the palsy, &c. so also, some
are or may be possessed with divels ; and for my owne part I will as soon hould, that
men cannot now be sick, lunatick, bave the palsy, be blind, deafe, lame, as this other,
that men in these dayes cannot be possest, which many men, yea some, otherwise of
great learning, have presumed to maintaine. Yea, who is so simple that, by these few
wordes seeth not, that the ceasing of myracles proveth not the ceasing of possession by
divels; and yet if you ask these men, who will have no possession £ these dayes, the
reason thereof, forthwith they will tel you, that myracles are ceased, then which an-

» §wer nothing can be more absurde.  And whereas some affirme, that men were pos-

“'sest,” 10 the end that the divinity of Chryst might appeare and shew itself to the ogect. o.
casting forth of the spirits, and the gospell be confirmed, and get the better enter-
tainement, by the ejection performed by the aposties, and for no other cause, (for

“otherwise they say nothing, as %u f‘;rthwith appeare), and therefore the Deity

and. 1l of Christ being now sufficiently confirmed, Eqsse;sion with divells must
needes cease; I desire them to send me to some parte of Gods worde for my informa-
tion therein. 1f they can not, (whereof there is no douht), then they must needes con-
fesse, that the reason is, because heerein they knowe or understand not aright, howso-

_everotherwise their knowiedge may be greate ; for so saith the Holy Ghoste,  to the rsu.s, %0,
lawe and to the testimony, if they speak not according to this word, it is because there
ismo light in them.” I marvaile at men, especially of understanding, that they will

1. o
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open their mouthes to speake where God is silent; and that they will be so bould to
render a cause or reason of the Yordes owne fact, where he himselfe hath not donne
it. You take too much uppon you, my brethren, in presuming to understand above
that which is written, and meete for you to understamf and do not understand accord-
ing to sobryety. Know you not, that thinges revealed belong only to us and our
children ? why then will any take uppon him to render this for the sole reason or cause
of possession, which God (we all know) hath not reveled ; but, in truth, the contrary,
But what leadeth men to say, that men were therefore possest, that the Godhead of
Christe and his almighty power might be seene in the castinge out of divells, and the
doctrine of the gospel be confirmed ? Surely this, because it is evident that by their
ejection these things were performed. By the same reason I may inferr, that men were
therefore sicke, had the palsy, lunatick, lame, blind, deafe and dumbe, for the divinity
and gospell of Christ were confirmed, as well in the miraculous healinge of the person
soe afflicted, as in the dispossesinge of divells. And yet, notwithstanding, no man is
so absurd as thence to gatﬁer and conclud, that ther are, or can be none sick now,
none having the palsy, none lunaticke, blind, lame, &c. and yet I am sure this follow-
eth as necessarily, and inevitablye of the former ground, as that of the impossibility of
possession in these dayes; wee see then, that it being graunted that men were possest
to that ende, the Deity and doctiine of Christe, 1 meane the gospell, might be confirm~
ed by the healinge of those which were possessed, which 1 denye not; yet that letteth
not iut that men maye be possest in these dayes.

To speake more playnlye theifore, as in the bodilye diseases and infirmities of those
men wgich our Saviour cured, a cause of the same was, that in the curinge of them it
might be evident that he was the Messias, as appeareth in general by Math. 8. 16. 17.
| in perticular by the man that was borne blind ; and yet notwithstanding there was

some other cause or causes therof, and namly, ther sine, as apeareth by Christs owne
speaches in the cureing of divers, saying to such, “ thy sines are forgiven thee, sine no
more leest a worse thing come unto thee,” the which cause remaining, the diseases and
other infirmities of mans bodye doe remaine, so though of this supernaturall affliction
in those which were dispossessed by Christ, a cause thereof was, that the divine power
and mercye of Jesus Christ might appear in their curinge, as is plaine by the aforesaid
place of Matthew, yet that was not the alone cause, but the sinne also of the parties,
Jomn % (asis evident by that aforesaid), without which they eould never have bine so miser-
Johus.14.  ably vexed by Satan as they were ; which sinne in man remaininge, it is plaine that the
chanaste 17, S8ide disease doth, or maye remaine, and shall, or may, so long as sinne remaineth in
PR man,  Indeed, if for this cause qo:a;men had bine possest, that, in the expulsion of the
spirits by Christ and his apostles, the divinitye and gospell of Christ might have bene
confitmed, it had bene somethinge, yea very much they had said, and I, for my part,
would have joined with them therein ; but for this cause only men were not possest,
for then there must Whav:ﬂh;:ue any possessed, but such a;gz v;'ere l')fyt Christ and his
apostles dispossessed, or some o r indewed with that aPos-to icall guift; the contrary
o m-::m appeareth,

iay%th. 12. £7. and Acts 19. 13. The which, as these two,scrip-
alsoit is manifest to the advised reader, that men were possess-

O e (@19 law, :33‘,-.‘1!5.’? disease was common before the in-
our, 80 as many were sick thereof ; otherwise how could”
truly discerned thereof, as by the
uister,” (saith one of the people to Jesus)

is evident they ik

i ve brought my sonne unto thee, Phe ¥ ‘a dumbe spirit.” Yed, not only the men,
simple weomen also were acquainted with this disease, “ have mercy on me,
o d a poore Canaanitish woman unto Christ), my daughter is miserably vexed.
5 ”  And lest we should imagine either that this child was not possest, or
R w not so much, Mark saith plainly, ** this child had an uncleane
i
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spirit,” and that this woman besought Christ that he would cast the divél out of her
daughter, whereby it appeareth that she knew, or at least tooke it, and that rightly,
that the divel was in her child. Seing then, (I say), that the common people were so
well acquainted with this disease, and could so truly discerne the same, it must needes
be that both many were possest, and had soe bene of long time ; for otherwise the vul-
gar sort, (as we in all reason and experience know), could not possibly have attained
to that knowledg. Hence it followeth, that many were possessed under the law, and
before Christ was manifested in the flesh, into whome it cannot be that God sent un-
cleane spirits, to the end, that the divinity of Christ might appear in their marveylous
ejection, but for some other cause or causes best knowne unto his Majesty, and namely,
to chastice them for their sinnes, (as is manifest by that we have alleadged before out
of Deut. 28. and 29.) which is the cause of all judgments, though God alwayes re-
spect not that principally, but sometimes (besides his owne glory, John 9. 3.) some
other thing best knowne to himself; as we see in the example of Abraham, Job, with
others, and by sundry testimonies of holy scripture. ,

“To returne therefore againe to speake of those partiés we intreate of, if any ohject ou;. this whics
against this possession that in al! these thinges we were deluded by Sathan, by whom youwouldkase
our sences were deceyved, so that we seemed to see that which-we did not see indeede. was nathinge
To such I answer, that if any such thing were, then not our sight alone, but all our by 0 llasion
sences were decetved, our tasting only excepted: for we did not only see and looke '
upon with our eyes strange and impossible accidents, but heard also with our eares, and
handled with our handes, yea sundry smells there were, sometimes moste sweete and
delectable, at other tymes most noysome and stinking, no man knowing from whence
they came, as is to be deposed by many. - Now it is %ard that so many sences shold
be deceaved. But what is more against sence then to imagine and object that here?

He fomed as white as the snowe, as thike as that which commeth from the horse or

boare.  About 150 of us beheld this offt and many times, and sometime for an hower

together ropinge downe along on his breast. It was to be felt. It was wiped awaye,

and the cloth wett therwith in the sight of us ‘all. Shall we now saye he seemed to

fome, butdid not fome ? He was of that strength, that divers times four or five, though

they had great advantag of him; could not rule him ; what is there more against com-

mon sence, than to affirme that he seemed onlye to be of such strength, but was not .
so? and which of their sences, I praye you, and how manye of theire sences were de- '
ceaved, which tried their strength with his? and whither was there not somthing els

deceived besids ther outward sences? If herein my sences were deceived, I will trust )
them the worsse whylst I have them ; yea; I assure you, if the case were so, I could not

tell when or wherin to trast them, lest they shold deceive me, as they did then all

the witneses herof, (if they will speake dccording to their knowledge and consiene)

and I doubt not but are of the same judgment with me. Againe, thus one might have

objected against the possession of those which had evil spirits in them, when Christ

sz, hig apostles were upon earth, as well, and with as good colour and a mmcz of

truth? as against the possession of such as we speake off : but if one should have done

s0, had he not spurned against the truth, and by consequence bene in great'fault ? yes |
verilye; so surelye doe they, and are no less faultie which object this afamst us, and

the possession we strive for. Take heed therfore, good Christian reader, I beseech thee,
lest whilest thou stand for the delusion of Sathen, he deludé and deceave thee : and
thus much for proofe of the possession of the persones above named.

s K. ~_THE END OF THE FIRST PARTE,’
" voL. 11, by 1y ] F le
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HERE FOLLOWETH THE SECOND PARTE.

The 2d Part.  That they were verily dispossessed, and of the Meanes wherby the same
was wrought.

Havivek sufficiently proved, even by the testimony of holy scriptures, those persons
we treate of were venly possest with the divell, with such unanswerable reasons as
may suffice any indifferent man, that is not overcarried with prejudice or partiallity
againste the cause, so as it is altogether needelesse to speake any thing further for
proofe thereof; now it followeth, that we prove likewise with such invincible argu-
ments the dispossession of them, in handlinge of which point we must remember, that
whatsoever shall make for proofe of their dispossession, the same also confirmeth  fur-
ther their possession : for how can a man be dispossessed of the dyvell, if he was never
possessed thereof ? ‘

of the dispos. .1 1t this may the better appeare, let us looke into the dispossession of these men-
session of doe.  tioned in the gospell, and therewithall see what thence may be gathered for confirma-
'g;:;:",‘;f-m tion of their dispossession we speake of. In the aforenamed place of Marke, it is said,
that Jesus having charged the uncleane spirit to come out of the childe, then the spirit
cryed, &c. that is, imediatly after the charge and commaundement given to the spirit,
and thereupon “the spirit cryed, rent him sore, and came out, and he was as one dead,
signesof dis- insomuch that many said he is dead.” Nowe after this very manner it went with the

| possesion-— aforesayde D@emonyakes at the instant of their deliveranee or amendment.
| Rentingesore. | Lirst, it is said, ““the spirit rent him sore and came out;” whereby is insinuated the

{ greatnes and extremity of the childe’s torments, imediatly before the egresse of the
{ spirit, above that which is ordinary : for before it is said, he tare him, here, that he
! tare or rent him sore, notinge by this addition an increase of paine. The like we

Vers. 85. reade, Luke 4. where Christ commaunding the divell to come out of a man, it foliow-

eth imediatly, “ then the divell throwing him in the midst of them, came out of
him and hurt him nothing at all ;” whereby it appeareth, that the possessed, some little
time before the egresse or going out of the spint, are exceedingly tormented; as Da-
Dan, gueest. 9, . 3 > ’
8.0 Marc.  D2eus noteth upon this place of Marke: “when Christ commeth and approcheth neer us
Jsod. lib. 8. de (saith he) then doth the divell teare and torment us more eagerly, as he did that child
suap.5,  at that time. For(as Isodorus writeth) “ then the divell doth more cruelly rage agaynst
him whome he possesseth, when he knoweth that by devine vertue hesis to be expell
ed out of him.” Surely they that were eye witnesses of this matter of conscience must
needes confesse they never beheld any in such torments as theis eight were a little be-
fore their deliverance : what else ment those great and unnaturall swellinges, such
stronge and violente mﬁzup and downe of their bodyes, forewardes and backwards,
such scrikings or crying# It can not be denyed but that they were manifest argum
of the horrible passions.and torments which they indured. No doubt but the behold-
ers were all of them greatly dismayed and astonished thereat, as men at their wits end,
notk nowing what to doe, nor which way to turne them: and heere I aske not only
of them at Cleworth, but these also at Nottingham, which were present the day of Som-
ers his dispossession, whither by reason thereof, whereas all the daye long before one had
bene their mouth to God, they having that good order, did not disorderly and con-
fusedly, all in common pray, and cry aloud unto the Lord, every one according to
that himself liked, as men not able to.conteine themselves, but must needs cry out
uppon that &ﬂ_full sight. Yea, I demand ﬁuﬁer of M. Starchyes houshould, and W.
b Mﬂbjn ‘maister, and the rest of that famili, whither all the time of their and his
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l)ossession, they ever saw them so grevously tormented as he and they were a little
hefore their deliverance.
Secondly, where it is saide the spirit cried and came out, and in the first of Marke L.
of another, * the uncleane spirit tare him, and cried with aloud voice, and came out nr'::'i‘,',;'ﬂ,::'
him ;" and, in the 4 of Luke, that the * divelles came out of many crying;” yea, in crieth. '
the 8. of the Actes indefinitely of those that were disposscssed, that ¢ the spirits \‘:;:::0
crying with a loud voice, came out of many that were possessed " 1 report me to those
that were present, whither imediatly before the dispossession of the aforesaid persons,
they heard not (for the space of a quarter of an houre or thereabouts) the most feare-
full, strange, unnaturall, and loud cries that ever came to their eares, and to them at
Nottingham, whither they even then crying out as men mightily astonished at that
they heard and sawe, Somers was not heard farr above them all, although they were in
nomber some 150. Tormented they were in their fits all the time of their possession,
more extreamly the day of their deliverance, and most of all a little before. In like
manner, cries or scrikings they sent out manye in the time of their possession, but
never of that loudnes and continuance to those went from them at the instant the
spirits went forth. .
Thirdly, I demaund of the same persons, (which were to the nomber of some 40. at spee ite tor.
Cleworth, and 150 at Nottingham, whither, according to that is said heerein S Marke, ments and
they did not imediatly after the end-of their torments and crying, ly as dead, and so fﬁ:-"::,.:{:,m
coutinued for a good space. The reason hereof I take to be this, for that the spirit at i posesed lyeth
last farewell, (as I may say) tormentinge the party to his utmost; the body, after those &
grevous torments, lieth at rest as it desireth; and thus lying, the party semeth to be
as dead, wherein the cruelty and mallice of dathan doth notably appeare, who, when
hee seeth that he can not continue in man to torment him still after his accustomed
manner as he desiereth, will yet do what he can to vexe him at his departure or going
out. These 3. tokens or signs of dispessession were often sene and hard in K. Wright,
who, being not only possessed, but by her owne defalt, in that the uncleane spirit re-
turninge, found her emply, swept, and garnished, and so prepared and ready to reccive
and entertaine him, so far was she from resisting of him repossessed, and that sundry
times, at her severall dispossessions, was ever extreamly tormented, scriched fearefully
or cried out, and then laye as dead.. gy
Hence, I collect the dispossession of these Demoniakes ; for, as when we see one
handled after the same manner as they weare, who n the scriptures are said to be pos-
sessed with Sathan, we must needs confese, that the same party is venly possesed, even
so, when we see one so affected and used as they were, who are said in the scripture to
be dispossessed, we cannot chouse, but.say that they also beinge so affected, are dis-
possessed i like manner, for de similibus idem sit judicium; and no doubt, but the
Holy Ghost, in the particuler.describinge of the manner of' possession and dispossession,
did leave aspeciall doctrine and direction 1o the church in successive ages, how to dis-
_gemne and to be assucred m the like cases.. Thus doe I the rather judge, because other-
" wise,, (if the partie now dispossessed weare not so affected as they were, who are men-
tioned in the gospell) when the people of God have only praied or fasted, and praied a
long time together, they cannot knowe that the party is delivered, although it be so:
for the ease of the party will net sufhice, because that is usuall with Demoniaks, seeing
the divall vexeth them but at certain times only, being otherwise out of their fites as
well as any other body, some speciall cases excepted, wher the spirit maketh them
blind, dumbe, deafe, or gathereth them all of a heape, so as they goe bowed together, as s
we read in the gospell; or lame, (as in experience hath bine sene in The Darling, who Luk. 184
was lame and deprived of the use of his legs for 13 weekes together or theirabouts) wher- 7
fore it is evident, that if in the dispossessing of a man, the spirit should not crie aloud, =
. 4 o

P




4.
Secinge ot
feelinge some-
thinge t0 go
from them.

b.
Vomyttuge,

Math. 12.49.
fuk 11,28

212 Tracts during the Reign of King James.

rent him sore, and cause the party to lye as dead, (which are the only apparant signs of
his egresse) then could not tﬁ: party possessed he discerned to be dispossessed ; and so
God shold not have that praise, nor man receive that profit by such a great woike,
which otherwise by the certaine hnowledg therof they should. But pow that God in
Ius infinite wisdomn hath recorded these signs 1 his worde, and lett them tfor a direc-
tion unto his church herem, he hath provided a remidi for our weaknes, and turther-
ance of his owne glorye  Furtheimore, I have in experience observed this signe also
of Sathans going out of lum whom he possesseth, to wit, when the demoniak doeth
cither se somethinge gomngc from lum, or sensiblie fele somthing to come from within
him.

Thus Darling saw somthmmg like a mouse go out of him, as he supposed, and of these
in Lancashire, on of them felt and saw somthing go vut of her (as she thought) lik an
urchin ; another in this, and a third in that forme, and so of the rest, according asit is set
downe 1n the stori.- W. Somers also, though he saw no visible shape at the cgrese of the
spirit, 1t he felt somthing com from within him, which he thought would have pluckt
away his throat, (as M. Byrom had before him) wherby he and those in Lancashire were
fully persnaded, that the divil was gone out of them, which we must not so understand, as
though the spirits had bine and continued in them in such bodies assumed unto them,
or that the spirits could not come out of them, but must nedes be felt, or 1t could pos-
sibly be felt or sene; but that the spirits, by ther operation, caused somthing which
was felt, and did appere in som visible forme or shap. All, or most of which shaps, we
have hard were ugly, and no marvil considering the were represented by the foule spi-
1t. Hereunto we may add, * the vomiting used by Somers at the very egres of the
spirit,” and not long before, (as 1t were foretellimg the same) both in those in Lancashire
and Th. Darling; but the scriptures making no mention of these signes, they are to be
regarded accordingly. Seeing then it is so, that the outward nutes and signs of de-
I erance froin Sathans possession, precedent and swbssquent, were found to be scac in
these persons : Why shoud we doubt, but that the thmge signified by these signes was
also truly, though not to the eye performed? espectally cousideringe, that out of the
aforesaide signs accompanieth (as 1 may saye) the very egresse or going out of the
spirit, for the spinits crying goe out, and that another s aot until he be gone forth;
for we 1ead, that when the spirit was come out of the child, then he was as one dead.

Againe, we called upon God, that it would please hisn 2o cast the uncleane spirits
out of the persons afflicted before us, so as thewr bodies might be temples for the lioly
(ihost to dwell in, and God hard our prayers uttered in such tearmes, and to that end,
and we visibly did see the worke accomp after our desiers.  Furthermore, we are
to remember, that howsoewer Sathan, 1n thedime of these possession, did usually in
visiblic shaps appeare unto them, yet did e meéver seke to enter in to them, until afte)
that time thei were dispossest, which then he egedie attempted both by promises and
thieats, and that with every one of them, which greatly confirmeth thermr dispossession ;
for the holy scripture telleth us that the uncleane spirit s cast-out of man beforglig
seke to enter in againe. * When they uncleane.spint, {saithe our Saviour) 1 gone out
of a man, he walked t.hmugh deye places, scekinge rest ; and when be findeth none, he
saith [ will returne into eine Wl:theme 1 wnme out.”: &c. Trule it is «that this
returne we speake of, and wedking of the- spinits to enter againe into them, we receive
by repoit from the parties podsessed,. gud shut. no-other is privy to the same; but it
consideringe it hath bene so with all and evepy:sf them, as they have witnessed, and
that manye others, (I meane they which were present at the said assalts of Sathen to
enter into them, as the parties afffioted mﬁiml) though they neither saw Sathan nor
hard him ; it both saw and harde them suddenly and strangly disquieted, and most, eger
in resisting the devil, wherupon these which were present did also assist them their-
in, and that it was nol so with any of them all the time of their possessicn in- the
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apparitious of Satan. These things, 1 say, considered, and that they agre so with the
st‘ri{ﬁ-ure. 1 cannot se why any shold reject, and not credit that is here said of the
uncleane spirits returninge, and seeking to repossesse them.

Now, this returne of Satan, and indevoring to enter in againe, (recovering some of
them also) as it argueth both their possession and dispossession, so likewise their expul-
sion of the wicked spirits by the fiuger of God in lus appointud meames. Greatly,
therfore, doe they forget themselves, and that which in holy seripture is written con-
cerning this matter, who hereby are offended, taking hence occasion 1o think and to
speak, that Somers was not possessed, but that he was a verie counterfeite, or that he
was not dispossessed, becanse he cane doe the same thinges aguine.  Knowe wee not,
that the devill beinge gone out of a man, if returninge (which ke will certainly doe)
he finde him emptie, sweept and garnished, it is impossible to keepe him out, but he
will enter in and dwell there, yea, with more and worse then himself? Or cane we be
ignorant hereof, that Somers is emptie, swept, and garnished, i’ we consider of his intol-
lerable ingratitade, for that mercy of Giod received, his abominable licing, slaundering,
and obstinacie therin, to speake nothing of those lewd prankes be playd in the Bishop
of Londons house, viz, stealing, whoring, running awaye, &c. as Plla\-c been credibly
informed.  Seeing, then, that these thinges agiee and fall out just accordinge to the
scriptures, and that herein we .se still the scripturs fulfilledy why are we not rather
hereby confitmed, then stuinble therat as a roche of offence * Neither is it to any pur-
pose to object here, as some do, that this scripturc is to be understod of a speritual de-
liverance out of the power of the devill: for howsoever that is saide here is most true,
being understood spuituallie, I meane of the spirituall deliverance from the power of
Sathan ; yet it is certaine the Lord onlye speaketh of a corporall deliverance, which 1s
conﬁrme{f partlie by the occasion and coherence of this scripture, arising of the ¢jection
of Sathan outof one whom corporaliye he bad possessed, (and not sperituallie more then Lok, 11.4. ani
othermen,) asisnoted by Luke, but cheifly by the text itselfe, wherio the uncleane spirit **
is sayde togoe out of a man, secondly, to enterin againe ; both which speaches are neve: ver. 5.
used in the spirituall sence, but often, yea, usually, in the other; and because that is and
hath bene said by me concerning $atan returne to repossesse the partic out of whom he is
cast, is 80 unsaverie unto many, even as if there were noe such th!ngc reveiled, butl was
some conoeit of mine, Let us therfore add to this scripture, for further proofe therof,
and confirming.of this truth, that speach of the Lord in the 9. of Muke, “ I charge
thec, thou dumbe and deafe spirit, come out of him, and enter no more into him,”
which charg of culering no more into the child, our Saviour would never have given.
had not he knowne that Sathan would have attempted it, and otherwise have entercd
into him if he could, as being the propertie of the divill, to seeke to cnter into them
againe, out of whom he hath bene cast. And surelie how can it be otherwise, consi-
deringe the nature of Satan, and his extreame malice towards man, _espccwlly towards
such as have benc taken out of his power; wherupon it is said before, that seekinge
_vest, after he is cast out of one, that is, scekinge to praye upon and spoile men, for

that enlie bringeth rest and quiet unto him, he findeth none, that is, none doth please
 or satisfie him, in respect of the recovering that man out of whom he hath bene cast,
such and so unsatiabie is his malice towardes him he hath lost, and hither doth it caric
him. We may likwise observe, for the further confismation of _the former exposition,
that in thié place of Marke, (wher we cannot deny but that Christ speaketh of dispos-
session, and corporall possession) is mention oi Lhc_ “ spirits goinge out amlentrmgc_m,’
as in the former scripture; and therefore the premises well wayed, and these sayingc
of the Lord in Marke and Mathewe compared together, ther is great reason we >hould
understand that of the uncleane spirits returne accordinge to the letter. The want of syme papisn
this returne of the spirits, doth, among other thinges, induce me morc then to suspect {';::L‘!;:‘f
the dispossessions in the papacy, that the are not by the power of God; and 50 noe watspirits
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ejection or expnlsion of Satan, but a voluntary departure, for the further strengtheninge
and confirming of them m their talse worshipe of God; but of this more hereatter.

Lastly, forasmuch as all those we have spohen of (they excepted who are repossest)
arc and have bene for so long time, even two yeares, altogither free from that strange
and grevous manner of handlinge or vexatton in their bodies, wherof we have heard at,
larg, why shold we doubt of their dispossession? especially seing the strong man arm-
ed, keepeth not theiv houses; seing they carry not themselves as he desireth, (as So-
mers doth) during which time, and in which case only there is peace. If you require
more time ftor confirmation thercof, you have it in Th. Darling, who hath continued
well, and in his former and pristine estate, for the space of five yeaies and above, (bless-
ed be God therefore) and whose house it is manifest the strong armed man doth not
keepe, seing God hath not only given him, with the rest in his condition, to confesse,
declare, and beare witnes to the greate thinges the Lord hath donne unto him, and how
he hath had compassion of him, but also to suffer for the same.

Here 1t wil be objected gencrally against all dispossessions in these daies, that to cast
out Sathan is a miracle, and therefore miracles being ceased, ther can be no disposses-
sions at all. .

For answeare hereunto, we must knowe, that devills are cast out two manner or
wayes, either by absoluse authonty, as by Christ being God, o1 by an authontie com-
mitted and given of Christ to men, as to the apostles, the 70 disciples, and to sundry
others livinge in that first age of the church under the gospell. The power now to
cast out divills by authority, which was committed and given to me by Chnst, (with
which whosoever were indued, they could and did, by vertue thereof, cast foirth un-
cleane spirits by a word, so as the no soner speake,but presently they departed) bemng
ceased, as well as the giving speach to they dumbe, sight to the blind, and all other
miracles, which served for a time to confirme the doctrine-of the gospell, unui it was
recerved by the Gentiles, there remaineth prayer, or prayer and fasting, by which we
obtaine of Chuist to cast them out by his owne absolute authoritie. Which sinulitude
may be illustrated and made plaine by this.

The queene hath absolute authoritie to governe this kingdome of hers according to
the lawes of God, and of this realme. To this end her majestie appomteth divers offi-
ceres or magistrates, as her most lonorable privie counsellers, judgs, justices of
peace, mayiors, &c., to whom she doth commit and give part of bher authoritie,
and who, by vertue of her authoritie thus communicated unto them, can punishe and
reward, or otherwise releive her subjectes, so farr as their power extendeth, Ha-
ving thus, by these magistrats, governed her subjectes for a time, admit that she af-
terward (for causes best knowne to her selfe) thinke good the lord chauncellour
dyinge, to have no more any in that office, and withall proclyame throughout her khing-
dome, that in such a speciall case, which bad wont to be determined by the lord chan-
cellour, shee will that her sub; repaire and supplicate to her owne peison, and so
doinge, they shall be relieved, Who new seeth not that though their be no helpgto
be had, when this spiciall case falleth'out by the lo. chauncellour, because théir is no
such magistrat in the common’ wealth, yet, notwithstanding ther is still _succour and
relief to be had, to wit, from.the queene, hy her absolut and supreame autharitie, so
that we supplicate unto her ia that behalfe; and this supplicating to ber majesty is
now the meames to be releived in this case.. Ewen so it is in this our present case, the
which I will applie, for the better understanding of the simple, .. . :

Christ, who hath absolut suthpritie from hin%ather to governe his church, to that
end “ appuinted certaine offices and officers, as apostls, prophets, ;evangelists, .pastors,
teachers,” &c, to whom be did commit parte of s authoritie, . by vertue whercof the
apostles (to let the rest goe) did by a word cast out diviles, and worke- other miracles.
Afterward,  when this effice of apostieshipe (by Gods detgrmivatign) shoukl cease,
s he proclamed in his word, to his church and people, that if any have an uncleane
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spitit within him, and by prayer, or fastinge and prayer, repare unto him for the cast-
ing of him forth, he himselfe, by his absolute and supreame authoritie, will performe
the same accordinglie.

Thus hath Christ the kinge and heade of his church, Jecrced and ordained, which
beinge soe, who perceaveth not that that miraculoucs castinge foreth of spintes by a
worde, and healinge of the possessed, beinge gone and ceased, theire cemameth yet a
meaines of expelling uncleane spirits out of the bodies of men, and of releving such as
be sv afflicted. though different to the former in the mauner of 1L that s pruves, or
prayer and fastinge.

Now, whether this kinde of dispossessinge divilles be miraculous, we shall heare
hearafter. In the meane season, the question to be desaided is, Whether Chuist i hiy
Testament hath proclaimed or sett downe anye such thinge concernmge the expell-
inge of wicked spirites as we affirme, or nor More plamlie, whether prayer and fast-
inge be ameaines appointed by Christ, for the casting out of Sathan, and healing of
those which he possesseth, the which, if we shall manifestlie prove, then is that wee
here contende for, verye cleare.

To this end let us consider of *hat speache of our Saviour, *“ this kinde can by no Math. 17.11
other meanes come forth but by pray er aud fastinge ;” wher this meaines having appro- O s e
bation and allowance of Christ as mightic and effectuall to this said end, se mvlL Lo of scuipturs
us to be a seeret ordinance of his; but let us examine this seripture throughlic, and i o e
at large.

W hiles Jesus Chiist was transfigured in the mountaine, a certaine man brings a pos-
sessed child of his to the apostles to be healed ; they commaunded the spmt to goe
out, but (that notwithstandmge) he still remained 1 the child. Christ a litle atter
disposscssiug the boye, they disciples asked him secretly and a paite, Why they could
not cast him out* as if they had saide, Master, thou hast given us authoritie over un-
cleane spirites to cast them out, and by vertue therof we have cast tforeth manye ; Why
now coulde wee not cast the divell forth of this child, as weil as out of others hercto-
fore ?

To this theire question, our Saviour answereth thus : ¢ Because of your unbeleefe ;
for verelic I say unto you, it yea have faith as muche as is a grame of mustarde seede,
ye shall saye unto this mountaine, remove hence to yonnder place, and 1t shall remoyve,
and nothinge shall be impossible unto you.”

In the twentie-and-on vers. “ how be it this kind goeth not out but by praier and
fasting,” as if, in more wards, he shold have said, the reason why you bave not healed
this cluld, and driven the wicked spirit forth of lum, is because of the weaknes of your
faith ; for had your faith bene stronge, though Belzabub, the prince of divelles, and
with him legions, had bene in him, yet had you cast them out ; tor if you can beleve,
nothing shal be unpossible unto you ; howbeit, this also you must know and under-
stand, that the spirit wherewith this child was possessed, is on of the worst kind of spi-
rits ; becaus, in the ordinarie meanes which my Father hath left to his church, he wil
not beséxpelled by praier alone, without fasting therunto adjomned. Now your faith
beinge weake, and the spirit on of the worst kind, and theretore hardly to be removed,
what marvell is it, though you cast him not out, yea, how was that possible, 1 deny
not ; but, notwithstanding the weaknes of your faith, had you fallen upon another spi-
rit, on of that kind, which in the ordinary meanes, that is, in the church, may be cast
forth by prayer, you might happely have expelied hun; but take the case as it s,
your faith weak, and the spint one of the worst, it could not possibly you should heve
removed him ; although then the lord attribat it cheitli to thewr unbeleite, that he had
not cast forth that divil, yet he sigmfieth by thes words, that their was a cause or mi-
pedinient also in the spirit; so that the answer of Christ is double, consisting of twe
partes, wherein he sheweth his disciples, that for twoo causes, they had not cast the
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evil spirit out, the one and cheif was in them selves, to wit, their incredulitie, set down
in the 20 veis, the other in the spirit possessinge the childe, for that he was one of
the woist hind mentioned m 21 verse. Nowe this second cause is not set downe in
plame and exprese words as 18 the first, but thereby made knowen to the apostles, be-
cause he was on of that kind, which in the meanes that ever was and shall be in the
chuich, would not be expelled by sole prayer, without fasting annexed thereunto, and
this 15 1L that Christ ment, in makinge mention of prayer and fastinge, and not that the
apostles shonld have fasted and prayed to any end whatseever.

Tins being the true and natuwial sence of this scripture, I further affirme, that how-
soever the scope and drift ot Chiist, in these wordes, was to be made known to his
apostles, that the uncleane spirite wherewith the boye was possessed, was one of the
worst kinde of spirits, forasmuch as it was on that wold not be removed, without the
strong and cheife of those means which were ordinarie ard perpetual, to wit, prayer and
fastimge, and that thence partely it was that they did not cast hin: forth ; yet hence we
may gather, and Jesus Christ secretly giveth us to understand as much, that the worst kind
of devils, and, therefore, much moye others, may be dispossessed by the meanes of {ast-
ing and prayer; and fiom these wordes a man maye as well conclude, that Chist
would have prayer and fasting used as a meanes for the dispossessing of divils, as one
may gathei, that the phisition would have phlebotomie or letling of blud used for the
cure of him that hath the plurtsie, who atfirmeth that a plurisie can not be cuied but by
phlebotomi ; this kind saeth Christ, ¢ goeth not out but by prayer and fasting,” theie-
fore by prayer and fasting 1t goeth out; which might be confirmed by a thousand such
like speaches ; one saith to a travajler at Doncaster, joufneyinge towards Yorke, you can
not get to Yorke but by Feribridge 1Is there any so simple that understandeth not
thereby thus much, that by thdt waye he may passe thithel, though some other waye,
by 1eason of the waters or some other lett, he can not passe ¥ Consideringe then that
our Saviour mentioncth this as an effectual meanes for the casting out of divills, and
that ther is neither scriptur, nor sound reasofi, which appropriateth the use of this
meaines unto that age, o1 to the persons of the apostls, and others indeued with the
myraculous gift, as shall be shewed heareafter. I can not see why the same meancs
should not stand and remaine at this day, and why fasting and prater shoulde not be
held the effectuall ordinance of Christ for the castinge out of divils.

That there weare certaine dispossessed in Christs timne, besids those which were dispos-
sessed by Christ himselfe, his upostiés, and athers indewed with the gift to worke mi-
racles, it is manifest by the 14, of Math, and Acts 19, but how snd by what meanes
that was don, appear¢th only By this place of scrifitur we haye in hand, which was ei-
ther praier alone, or prayer and fasting, acourdiag to that kind of spirit possessing the
party, which we do not so understand as thoughi ‘it weire requisite that they which
dealt, or, at this daye, do deale, in the dispossessige of Satan by this meaines, should,
ordid know with what kind of spirit the partie possessed was vexed, whicli can not be,
but that one being possest and dealt' with for their delivery from Satan, by this ordi-
nary and perpetuall meanes in the chureh, if, by grajer for ann hower, 2, 8, or mrore, he
be not delivered, undoubtedly (that being performed aright, bevause of the kind of spirit
possessing, ) then let fasting Hhtereto be {oﬁed, and that cestigplye, if the Lorde thinke
good to blesse his sayde crdinauce, shall be mightie end éffectual to the castitig out of
the spurit, of what kind soeverheé be ; indeedtius coursd we did not tuke with.the afore-
said persons, but at the first prodéded to fasting' anid praier, whicl we, thistefore did,
becaus we much desired thet our labour might st be in vain -as stgltng theii doly-
verance, and thus also thought and believed; that what kind of ittt sbb¥er were in
them, we lg}in demycr and the, tha;?:l' 13; n:leum would b effectnsl], throagh
the mercy , to.¢xpeil.and drive them out, ha bene, -‘drw&‘g‘me" pint of
worst kind, muth miore then others, savimg, that 1 dmmhﬂwid with Kn;;hpm Wright,
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whose dispossession was by prayer without fastinge, beinge upon the daye of her dis-
possession delyvered by_ noone, and o tast not so much as intended eyther by herself or
any other in her behalte, or shee ouce advised thereunto,

[f any shall approve of the aforesaide exposition, sc fur forth as it doth or maye
agrec to the apostles, and otherwise reject it, affirminge that or the apostles soely, this
scripture is to be understood, Lo whom it was spoken and some others, which had the
gift of miracles, and so power to cast forth devitls, Ianswer, that to appropriate this
speach and tie it to the persons of the disciples, as meerlye and peculiatlye helonginge
unto them, is more then the text either in expresse woids, or by m-(:mseu},-' conscquence
will beare, and therefore considering also ther is no other seripture to helpe m this case,
it is more then any man can for certaintie affirme. and such a, we may as well deny,
as others confidently avouch.  Yea certame it is, that 1t can not be uiderstood of the
apostles, as ment and directed to them, (otheywise then hath bene said, theiehy to sig-
nifie unto them, that it was one of the worst kinde of devills wherewith the clild was
possessed, whence partly it came to passe that they had not cust him out), and others
idewed with the gift of miracles, for asmuch as Clirist speaketh expreslye and by
name of an ordinarye meaynes to cast forth devills, and therforein these woids of such
as by the said meanes, had, or should cast them out; not of the apostles theirfore and
their diqrosscss‘) ng of uncleane spirits, who not by any appoy nted or ordimary meaies,
(in which case their can be no myracle) but without all mcaynes, Ly the power and
gift they had to worke miracles, did cast forth divils.

But it will be sayd, that howsoever the apostles, indeed by vertue of that gifte and
power they had received from Christ to worke miracles, could and did dispossese wick-
ed spirits without meaines, yet this was not gencrally true of all spirits, for that there
were some Kind of divels, (imagine the worste) which for al the power they had re-
ceived, without prayer and fasting would not beexpelled, and that this is it that Chnist
meaneth when he sayeth, * these kynde can by no other meanes come forth but by
prayer and fasting,” as 1t he had saul, your faith is lyttle and wavering, and thence
partly it 1s that you have not helped the child, but besides you must knowe that thene
18 a kinde of evil spirits of which number is that wher with the child was possessed,
which without prayer and fasting can not be cast out, and thercfore consideringe that
meaines by you was not used, it is no marvell though you dispossessed not the divill,
yea it could not so be; and of this mind is traiterous Stapleton a popishe prosclite,
though otherwyse learned, whose words of this scriptuie are these, e autem alam
causem adfert, &c.  Now he aleadgeth an other cause why the apostles could not cast
out this divil which had so longe time possessed the man, even trom his infancie, for
it was necessatie they shoulde have praied and fasted. Where we see that howsoever
he doth not appropriat this speache to the apostles, but acknowledgeth, as m the same
place appeareth, that praicr and fasting is now a meaimes for the casting forth of divells s
yet he athirmeth that necessanly the apostls should have prayed and tasted, and that
for the want or neglect thereot, it cam to passe that the divill was not cast out, and
with him agreeth Lhyreas, who writeth thus, koc genus demonorwm, &c. 5 this kid of
divels, saith Christ. “ is not cast out but by praier and fasting;” surely the Lord doth
insipuate, that the aposties neede not fasting and praier to drive away other divils,
but was! sufficiente to cal upon the name of Christ, but here besides they need them, Iy rew &
meaninge fastinge and praicr, because this spirit is hardlyer expelled then others. cap SlowiteSs

1f this exposition were true, then ther should be a certwine sort or hind of divels,
which the apostls by al the faith they had, or could have, wer not able without
further belpe to subdue. The which in ded Stapletone further granteth and atiiimetn,
saying. presently after the former words thus, st ides guantum cunque fervens, &c. let
faith be never so fervent, as a graine of mustarde seed, yet must praicr and fasting be
used as a most strung meadicine to drive away devills of this kinde, and this he under-
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standeth of the apostls, as is plaine by these former words he saith of them, necessari-
wm quippe [uisse orare et idinare, for it was necessarie for the apostls to have praied and
fasted. Now this semeth verye strang unto me, and such as nether can nor dare be-
leive, and receive for truth, for when I consider of the manifold and great signes and
wonders the apostls wrought, whereof we read in the history of the Acts of the Apostls,
“ and that,” as Peter saith, “ they did them not by their owne power or godliness, but
as they prayed for, and also professed by the name or power of Jesus Christ, (to whom
all power was given in heaven and in earth), who bad committed aiso, and given part
of his power and authority unto them.” 1 se not how any infernall power could be
able to resist and hold out against this divine power, even the power ot the Lord Jesus:
they cam in if their faith was strong, and so this power present with them, though
they had no other helpe by praier, or praier and fasting, for albeit the apostls somtims
ased praier in the miracles they wrought, though never fasting and praier that we read
of, yet they nede not so to have done, 1 meaine their was no necessity theirof, their
faith being strong, much lesse to have praied and fasted, for then in all their miracles
they must, and would have used praier, which they did not. ~ Yea very scldom did they
pnfye, only twysse as I take it ; once Peter in restoring Tabitha to life againe, and
another tim Paul in healing the father of Publius of a feaver, which they did doubtles,
either in regard of themselves, to stir up and increase their fayeth ; or els because of
those whith were present, that the beholding and hearing them to call upon another,
when they were about to do the great worke they had in hand, myght theireby knowe,
that that which they did, was not done by their owne power, but by the power of
him whom they did invocat. In whether now of these respects soever the apostles
used prayer in the miracles they wrought, whatsoever they were, it is cleaic that ther
faith being strong, much more being so strong as might be, they need not to have
uscd prayer. 1f then the apostles faith being great, they neede not to have prayed, as
in the doing of other miracles, so neither in the casting out of satan, but as they saw
it profitable to others, much lesse nede they to have used prayer and fastinge. And if,
theire faith being strong, they could and did worke miracles, and, namlye, cast out
divels without any prayer at all, and some of the worst kind in all liklihood therewere
in that great number they cast forth; much more their faithe being such, they could
and did worhe miracles, and cast out divils of the worst kind without prayer and fast-
ing. That, therfore, which Stapleton and Thyreus here affirme, can not be true.
Agaiue, the wordes of our Saviour are against this interpretation. ¢ If,” saith he,
« ye have faith as a graene of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountaine, re-
move hence to yonder place, and it shall remove, and nothing shall be unpossible unto
vou:” except we will have these wordes, “ how beit this kind goeth not out,” verse 21.
to contain in them a particular exception out of the generall, which I take to be very
unsound, and contrary to the meaninge of Christ ; for under the worde nothinge, not-
withstanding the words following, ver. 21. I would rather include speciallye and
chieflye, that very worke they were questioned about, then because of the words, ver.
21. exclud the same. As if Christ had said, if your faith be as a graine of mustard
seed, ye shall not onlye be able to doe the same that I now have done, and you through
the want of faith could not doe; but any thing els whatsoever, though it were as diﬁi-
cult and impossible a thinge as it is to remove a mountaine. The apostles then b{v ver-
tue of their miraculous faith could doe any thing, and therefore cast out any divil
Moreover, when we consider of the power"and authority that Christ gave the apos-
tles over uncleane spirits, to cast them out, and how, according to the same, they pre-
vailed so mightelye against the devils, which were so subdued unto them, as that the
cariynge of Eemhdu ot handkerchefs from their bodies, caused the evill spirites to
out of men, We cannol see bow, their faith not failyng them, Beelzebub-shold bwﬁz
to withstand theire livelye voice and commaund, given in the name of Jesus Chriss,
though no prayer and fasting were used by them. Finally, we must remember; that
4
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this power of the apostles over uncleane spirits, was not thus bounded and limited hy

Christ who gave it them, but reached itselfe turther, even to, and over all evill spirites tee1ape
whatsoever, as Luke witnesseth, sayinge; “ Then called he his twelve disciples toge- ¢ ™" *
ther, and gave them power and authority over all divills, and to heale diseases ;” so that.

if he were a divil they had power to cast him out.  Aud lest this pretense should be

left unto us, that they had power over all wicked spirits, in that by fasting and prayer
(though not otherwise) they were able to cast out the worst kind of spirits as others,
without that ineanes; we must remember that with this power over divils, vea all di-

vils, Christ joineth the healing of discases, as appeareth aiso by the 10 of Math. when

it is said, that * Jesus calling his twelve disciples unto him, gave them power against Feh
uncleane spirits, to cast them out, and to heale every sicknes and every disease,” and

in the 8. verse followinge, Christ saith unto them, “ heale the sicke, cleanse the Jeap-

ers, raise up the dead, cast out the devils;" from whence we mmaye learne thus much,

that as by vertue of the aforesaid guiftc and power, they were able and did with a

word, without any more adoe, heale the sicke, cleanse the leapers, restore sight to the

blind, &c. even so by vertue of the same gift and power, with their word or com-
maund, in the name of Jesus, (without any further adoo by fastinge and praying), they

were able to cast out all devils, and did as occasion offered, 1t their taith failed not,

which 1s further confirmed out of John 14« * verily, verily I say unto you, he that be- .
Iceveth in me, the workes that [ do, he shall do also, and greater then these shall he i o
do.” But this scripture is thus expounded, and understoode by many, that Christ
having shewed bis disciples in the wordes before, that it came through the defect and
weakness of their faith, that they had not cast forth the devill, now telleth them how

and by what meanes, their weake faith might have received increase and stiength, even

by prayer and fasting, whereby their faith being strengtheued, they might have cx-

pelled Sathan.

Herunto I answear, 1. That our Saviour speaketh of the miraculous faith, as appear-
eth plainly by the text: ““if (saieth he) ye have faith as is a graine of mustard secde,
and shall saye unto this mountaine, remove hence to yonder place, and it shall remove,
and nothing shall be unpossible unto you.” Now this kind of faith, as it was given
without meaines to certeaine men, and God appointed no meaines for they begetting of
it ; so neither did he ordaine and establishe any meaines for the increase of it ; which,
if any will contradict, I would knowe wher God sanctifieth any ordinary meaines 1o be
used, for the inciease of that he giveth without meaines.  You will hapily save, that
Paul, for the increase of those graces of the spirit which without meaines he receaved,
used the ordinarye meaines of studye and meaditation. I graunt that Paul did use or-
dinary meaines for the increase of grace received ; and no marvile.  For as by meaines
of heareing, readinge, and meditation, he had received divers giftes of the spirit, so
why should he not by meanes seek the increase of the same ? Be it also graunted, that
he used meaines for the increase of his extraordinary gitts received without meanes,
which no man is uble to shew, yet that Ged injoyned hum the same, I meane, to use
ordintary meanes for the increase of thos graces he received without meaines, 1 deny,
and otherwise it maketh not against us. They that expound this place, thus under-
stand it of the apostles, that they, in the weaknes of their faith, should fast and praye;
by which meaiues, their miraculous faith being strengthened, the spint should com
torth, and not that any other should use prayer and fasting as a meaines ordained of
God for the expellinge of Sathan. If tiis nowe be te be understood of the apostles,
then had they had this defence or excuse for themselves, that they had not yet time,
since they saw the child, to use prayer and fasting, which doubtles they would not
have omitted. Againe, .weare it meante that they in this weaknes should have fasted,
Christ had not in these wordes rendered a reason why they had not already cast the
spirit forth, because they had dot sufficient time therunto. = Also if this werc so, when
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an apostle did commaund the divill and not expell him, or not petforme any other mi-
raculos worke, thiough his unbeleife, be withdrawing himselfe, must have consumed a
day n prayer and fasting, before he could cast forth the spirit, or do the mnacle he
had m banae : nowe, 1t is not probable that they which had to go through the whole
world, and infinit wiracles to do, weaie at any time so fong about one  1'o fastinge
1cquined a whale day, from eveninge to evemnge; hercupon also the adveisanes
mouthes woulde bave bene opened, and they takinge occasion to have spoken evill of
them and there ministrie, yea, it woulde bave driven those which wear no adversanes,
into some amase to have scene, that at some times the shadow of an apostle, or cary-
ing of keichis or handherchifs to the bodies of the siche, suffised to the healing of
them ; and at other times such long delaye used by the same men, and greate difhicul-
tie appeare to be in domg the same works. I thuike, therfo), that an apostle moved
in himsclte with the consideration hereof, would rather i this case have presently
ened unto the Lowd, without procrastinating of the matter, and that the same would
bave avaslede with God.  Furthermoie, I deny. that after the apostles were filicd with
the Holy Ghost, they were ever emptied therof, so far as attempting to cast out the
divel, or to doe other miracles, they were not presently able to eftect 1t as betore the

s 141616, Holy Ghost fel upon the apostles, they did erre in judgmente, and that ott and m sun-

23,

dric thinges, but after not at all m doctrine and judgniente ; so before theye weare m
the extraordinane measure indewed with the Holye Ghoste, therr fuithe failed thom as at
this time, and 10 this very worke, so it may be at some other ines, and i some other
cases, yel after it never faled them; but whatsoever mnacle they attempled, they
were able presently to performe ; the former of these, all learned men will graunt. W hy
should any then denie the latter ? for who can thinke, that it God were not wanling
to the apostles in the cheite, he would be in that which was of lesse account? smely
if the Lord did never foisake the apostles in thewr mumstry or doctiine they taught,
neither did he in the works they wrought, which were only a seale therof; it this now
be so, that the apostles faith did not faile them alter they receved the Holy Ghost in
that fulnes, 1t is much to understand this scapture of the apostles, considenng 1t could
concerne them for a smale season, because this was spoken by the Lord at ns transti-
guration, which was not long betore lus passion ; fourty dais atter which, they recei-
ved the loly Ghost.

This mterpretation differeth so much from the speach and words of Chuist, that we
dare not 1eceive it; or, first, in the dispossessing Christ speaketh of here, e necessa-
rilie requireth a meanes to be uscd to that end, so as without the same, it cannot pos=
sibly be; and then telleth us, what that meanes is. “ This kind,” saith Math., * goeth
not out but by praier and fas_ting." And Mgrk, ““ this k.imi can by no other meanes com
forth but by prayer and fastinge.” DBat this objegted interprelation implieth, that spi~
rits of this kinde might be cast forth without this saied meanes of praier and tasting,
if that the taith of the apostles was strong inought.

2, Christ saith this kind goeth not out, &c., noteing therby a certaine and distinct
sorte, degree, or order of divils, some waye diﬂ'crinfe and distinguished from others ;
with on of which number he implicth that the child was possessed, wherby partly it
cam that they had not cast the divill forth of him, but they that expound this scripe
ture after this said mauer, doe not understand here any such distinction, neither can
well so exgoun(iing it, bqt understand this place ge'neraliy of all wicked spisits, with=
out exception ; for by this word kind, these expositors understand auy spirit, which
bath long possesed on, as this spirit had here this party, then with explication of the
words this kind, what can be more wnproper é6r uanaturall ? and bew ean the words
possibly beare it ? for asmuch then as this exposition diflereth wholly from Christ words,
as on the other.side the interpretation given here altogether agreeth with the same ;
therupon 1 rather incline to this exposition, for is it not safer to take that interpreta-
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tion of scripture which accordeth with the verve words and letter therof, so long as
there is no other scripture against it, and is also according to the analogie of faith, theu
another wholly and altogether differing from the tex1, though it have some shewe and
apparance of truth? yea, how can we well, or why should we learne the literall sence,
being nol repugnant to other scripture, for any other, and why I praye you may not
fasting and prayer be an effectuall meanes for the expellinge of “undcleane spirits out of
the bodies of men, if so it be pleasinge unto God.

But for our better understandinge of this scripture, before we make an end therof. as
also of al that which hath alredy ben said concerning the same, we must knowe that
Christ Jesus by these wordes, “ this kind can by no other meames come foreth but by
prayer and fastinge,” intimateth these 4 thinges, 1. That there are twoo kindes of divels,
the one lesse, the other more mightie cruel, subtil, and more wicked : €. That the for-
mer kind are wore eascly cast out of man, the other with greater ditlicultie ; 3. 'l hat
the child was possessed with one of the seconde kind; 4. That thence partly it was
that his discipls had not east forth the divill of the child.

Now, our comfort followeth, and lyeth in this, that if prayer and fastinge be mightie
and effectuall to drive out the worste kinde of divells, which are haidlyest removed,
much more powerfull shall it be to cast foith uncleane spirites of the other kinde,
which aie lessc wicked, of lesse power and cratt, and so moie easic to be removed ; and
wheras these wordes, this kinde, are rcferred by some, (even those that gve the last ex-
position, as also by Stapleton, as appearcth by his former words) to the long continu-
ance of datans possession in on ; wherby he geteth such and so depe roote in them,
that he is not so easily removed otherwis he would, if he had continued lesse and short-
er time  To them I say, thatif that weare so, then the possessed childe here spoken
of, must have bene a long time possessed.  For so much this saide exposition doth ne-
cessarily implie, which, by the text, nether doth nor can appeare, but rather the con-
trary ; for wheras they that thus interpret this place, did thinke that this said person
had bene of long possest, wherupon they thus understoode this word kinde, and Lence
no doubt, because the father answeringe Christ concerninge the time of his sones pos-
session, said that he had bene possessed of a childe, they, without all doubt, were ther-
in deceaved, which came thus to passe ; they sawe by the texte that he was possest in
his childhoode, and they tooke it, yea thence (I meaine of his fathers wordes, that at
that time when he was brought before Christ, he was at mans estat) wherupon they
alwayes call him Aomo, and never puer, and therfor it must neds be that he had bene a
long time possessed ; but, be it spoken without offence, that collection of theirs is not
sound, for 1t followeth not that he was not the childe, because the father saith of him,
that he had beae possest of a child. I bring my sonnc of 6 yeares of uge sicke, to a
phisttian to be Lealed ; the phisitian asketh, how long he hath ben so diseased ? 1 an-
sweare, of a child ; and who seeth not that this my answere 1s very fit, and yet he at
that instant a babe? for thereby I give the phisitian to understande, that he hath not
ben so diseased for some few days only, or weekes, or mouethes, or a yeare, or some
such’ time as he might otherwise imagin, but a far longer tine, even all his life. If any
objecte, that as it may be he was a child, so it maye be he was nene, but a man ; and
therfore, for the time of his possession, it remaineth still doubtfull ; 1 answere, that al
the 3 evangelists dissolve this doubte. in that they report him to be a childe at that in-
stante when be was cured, * Jesus,” say e they, * rebuking the uncleane spirit, healed i
the childe, and delivered him to his father,” wherupon 1 inferre the contrarie, that for yiyey, 52
asmuch as he was a childe, percase also very yonge, it conlde not be that he had ben
very longe possessed, and therfore the former explication of these words, this kinde,
which. necessanily intendeth a long possession, can not stande.

Biit be it granted that he was not only a man, but an olde man, and tlyerfnrc had
hen a long tume indeed possessed ; shal we therfore by these wordes, this kind, under-
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stand a spirit that hath long possest one, and so generally of al divils, so that they have
had some long aboad in many, which the very words themselves will not beare or in-
duic, but as directly as may be contradict. For Christ speaketh of some divells, a cer-
tainc and distincte sorte or order from others, which goe beyonde otheres in power,
subulitie, and iniquiti, and therfore are more hardly cast out of men then other wicked
spitits, as the worde kinde, doth plainly teache us, with on of which he implieth this
child was possest ; these men understand this scripture of all uncleane spirits, without
exception, implying thus much, that there is no evill spirit, but if he had the same con-
tlllllall(;y. the child mentioned, Maik 9, he would as hardly have bene removed.—
Truly, for my own part, I know not what should move any thus to forsake the letter
of the scripture, and to frame an exposition divers, if not contiarie to it, ‘except
they feared to admitte of a distinction or difference of divils, the which, if any doe,
let them remember, that besides this place of Mat. and Marke sufficeth thereunto, the
12 of Math. not only approveth it, but maketh also the very same difference we have
made betore, wheare * the uncleane spirit being gon out of a man is said to returne,
wi h 7 other spirits wors than himselte, wherby we see, that among uncleane spirits,
some goe beyond others in malice and crueltie towardes men, in subtiltie and iniquitie,
and these are called, by our Saviour, the worst sperits, wheiby Lhey are distingmished
and differ from others which are lesse cruell and wicked.

Moreover, wheare some by these wordes, this kinde, either understande so as hath
bene saied, or v heare Sathan rageth, and tormenteth the partie in moste outragious and
extreame manner ; if hereby they meane a distincte kinde of spirrits, differinge from
others, in that they goe beyonde them in power, malice, and ciruelty, wherof I greatly
doubte, then I consent unto them ; but if they understand this of all evil spirits being
more cruell to some men then ordinarie, or to others in regard of som circumstance of
tim, person, &c., the which 1 gieatly suspect, then for the reason aforesaid, 1 cannot
but dissent from them therin.

Thus we see, that the former expositiones which are given of this place of holy sciip-
ture can uot stand, and that the truth will not beare them out ; that this scripture can
not be so ment ; that the Aposties should have fasted and praied, for then eyther it
must have bene that theare was a kinde of spirits, which for al the power they had
received would not be cast out by them, except besides they used the meanes of praier
and fasting, which is directly against the scripture, as we have heard, or else, that
therby their weak faith should ﬁave ben strengthened, that so they might have cast
him forth, which al can not be as hath ben shewed, it remaineth then that the inter-
Ppretation here given is sond and true, and therefore that it ought to be receaved ; and
surely I doe not see what should let or hinder any thér from, seemg the occasion,
coherence, and text or letter of this scriptur, make al and every of them forit ; and that
1t 1s nol against the analogie of faith, what impietie or great absurditie is there in this,
that praier and fasting is a meanes ordained of Christ for the castinge out of divils; or
what great danger is there to the church, by imbracing it for a trueth beinge -§o in
deed; and this is all the evel fruite you can gather of the former exposition.

He knoweth nothing in holy things which understandeth not this, that if on be now
possest, and by praier recover not, praier and fasting ought to be used; that in the

yde judgment God calleth him, who is thus corected to this humblinge of himselfe,
and afflicting of bis soule first and chefly, then those which are spetially and above
others afilicted in him, as the father in his child, the husband in his wyfe, soas
sinne, if they faile ther in ; secondly, that praier and fastinge being used aright,” will
certainly prosper either to the removing or sanctifying of the said judgment, if now it
so fal out, (as it may as wel as otherwis,) that the jt?ngmente thereupon be removed, 1
meane the divill be cast out of the possessed, as it did with the forther ten, and
divers others also even of late in our owae land, (yea, when, by, sud for whom hath
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this medicine bene used, and the sicke party not cured) it cannot be denied, but that
rayer and fastinge was the meanes thereof.

In the 20. of Genesis, it is said, *“ Abraham prayed unto God, and God healed
Abimelech, and his wife, and women servants, and they bare children.” Who will
deny, but that, as the sinne of Abimelech, (intaking Sarah, Abiaham’s wife, unto hiin) Judges 20
had shut up every wombe of the house of Abimelech, so the prayer of Abraham was
the meane, wherby they were opened, and that judgment taken away? and this, the 7
vers of that chapter further confirmeth, the 11 tribes about the monstrous whoredome
and villanye committed in Gibeah of Benjamin, gathered themselves togeathre in armes,
and did fight against Benjamin. They Israelites weare discomfitted the first and the
second tyme, and manye of them slayne, notwithstandyng that after the fust over-
throwe, they had sought earnestlye unto the Lord by prayer. Prayer alone not pre-
vailinge so farr with the Lord as they desiered, they assembled themsclves in most
solemne manner the second time, and joined fastinge thereunto, and therem they spent
a daye. After goinge foreth against they Benjamites, the Lord delivered them mto
there handes.  Shall wee not saye that theire prayer and fastinge was the meaincs,
wherby they Israelites removed the hand and judgment of God which was upon them,
(in smittinge them by Benjamin) and obtained victorye against them? Yes, venlye.

Even so it is in this case, Katherin Wright was possessed, and prayer beinge uscd,
dispossessed. May not one well saye, that prayer was the meaines wheiehby Sathan
was cast out of her? Prayer and fasting beinge used for Thomas Darlinge, one likewise
possessed, he was thereupon cured.  May it not be trulye sayde, that the sayd holy
excrcise was the meaines theirof? ‘The 7 in Lankashire beinge sicke (as I may saye) of
this supernaturall disease, weare healed upon the usinge or applyinge of this superna-
turall meadicyne. Why may not I now as saflye saye, that this was the meames of
theire cureynge, and casting out of the spinites, as the physician applyinge a naturali
meadicine, tor the healing ot a naturall dissease, it having also prospered to the reco-
verye of the parties health, say that bis said medicine was the meanes theirof? In
like sorte, William Somers beinge possessed, and the soveraigne meadicine of fastinge
and prayer beinge used and applyed, be also was healed. To what neanes now shall
or can wee ascribe this health and dispossession of his, but to this holy exercise? And
this me thinketh, should somthinge persuade and prevaile with us herein, in that God
not once or twice, but sundrye times, not upon the person of on alone, or two, but
divers, hath from heaven put a seale here to, ratifying and confirming this to be a
meanes effectuall (throngh his blessinge) to the castinge out of Sathan, in that he gave
health to such as were possest with the devil, upon the usinge and applyinge of this
medicine. When Saint Paull, his apostieshipe, was by reason ot the falsc apostls among
the Corinthians, called into question, his defence for himselfe, or profe thercot’ was this:
That by himn they were converted, and called or brought to the faith: arc not yee, | . .
(saith he) “ my worke in the Lord? you are the seale of mine apostleshippe in the 5" "7
Lord,”as if he had said, in that some of yow by my ministrie have bene called to the Ve «#6%%
felowshipe of Christ Jesus, as he sheweth, chap. 1. that, (if I had nothinge els to saye
for my selfe) proveth me to be an apostle; ¢ this, (saith he) is my defence to them that
examine me,” and call into doubt mine office.  Even so I saye to them that denye or |~
call into question, whether prayer and fastinge be meanes to cast forth Sathan, that the o prower and
dispossession of the severall persous before spoken of, (o pase by others which might 1 &
be named) is a seale and confirmation thereof. 1ish a0l

Admit, then, that these wordes, * this kind can by no other meanes com foith, but (s o ve
by prayer and fasting,” doe not containe in them an ordinance of Chuist, for the heal- :ldn';:ﬂ. ol the
ing of the possest by prayer, or prayer and fasting, and that ncither here nor els where
in holy scripture, therc‘is any .such ordinance r_uentiuncq, et, nutwlthau{mhng the
same may wel be, (and indeed is) a meanes ordained of God to that end; for, as the
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medicine applicd by the phisitian far the healinge of one sicke of this or that dissease,
or the plaistes of the Chirurgian for the healinge of a wound, and prospering to that
end the are applied, we all know that the same are meaines appointed of God there-
unto ; and wlxen we see that the bave the same effect with many, that they are ordi-
nary meaines leading thereunta, ‘all be 1t nothinge lesse then such meadicines or perti-
cular ordinances of God are mentioned in the scriptures ; even so. when we see that by
prayer, and fastinge and prayer, Sathan is cast out of some, and they therby delivered
irom all theire vexations and torments which betore from bim they had indured, and
that not som fewe, but sundry at this time, and many heretofore in former ages, as
Turtullian, Criprian, Chrisostome, there times: We may Lence gather and assure our-
selves, that God hath appomnted prayer, and fastinge and prayer, as meanes (and that
ovdinarie,) 1o cast out the divill of the bodies of men when he is in them, and as a
supernaturall meadicine to heale this supernatwall disease, whereunto the bodie of man
is subject as well as to othere diseases, although ther were in holy scripture no mention
of any such ordinauce, The thing 1t selfe, then, (although there were nothing said as
concermimge this matter in the holy scriptures) 1 meane, the deliverance of persons thus
affected by Sathan, which in experience we see performed before our ¢yes, and others
before us, manifesteth and proclamed to all men, this to be the ordinance of God 1n
his secret counsell, even as 1t doth in naturall diseases, and 1n infinite other cases.

And what letteth that we should not be persuaded hereol, andreceiveit for a truth?
Tf this, that we read not in the word of God of this ordinance, besids that we have haid
it is otherwise, that hindereth nut; becausc many, vea, infinit things are decieed in the
secret aud eternall counsell of God, and knownc soto be by man, whichare not set downe
in his 1eveiled will. If this, that Christ and his apostls, when they cast out divils,
wrought miracles, and that miracles are ceased, we may 1emember, that sve hkwise
they healed feavers, palsies, and other diseases and infirmtie of mans body by muacle,
and yet notwithstanding together with the diseases, meancs remaine for the curing of
tliem. And why it may not likwise be so in this our case, in the healinpe of tins
bodily disease supernaturall, by this supernaturall medicine, I desicr him that is con-
trary minded to shew? That common objection, therfoie, taken from the ceasing of
miracles, maketh no more indeed agamnst the ejection of Sathan, and healinge ot the 10

ssessed persons wee speake of done by an ordmary meanes, then it doth against they

ealing of other diseases, wluch diseases werce sumtime cured by miracle. The ditfcrcut
manner of curinge is wislye to be considered off, as all curinge of naturall diseases 1s
not miraculous, although some be, or rather was, even so all healing of this superna-
turall disease or ejectron of Sathan is not by miracle, all be it some be, but of this
more hereafter, , And here, for the further confirmation, both of the general poiut [
now intreat of, ‘which is, that men in these last daies may be dispossessed of divills,
which to sundrie amonge us seemeth very straunge and incredibie, as also to shew the
meanes which since miracles ceased, have by the most leained and godly, in the church
of God from time ta time, beneused for the expellinge of Sathan out of suctias pe pos-
sessed, and ishy theire example, practise, and counssell, commended unto s in the like
case to be:use(f to this end and purpose, I saye, I will in this place set downe certaine
testimonies of some writers, both in auncient and lafter times testifinge the sane,
Origen, writinge upon the 17 of Math. 121, “ bowbe it-this kmde goeth not out, but
by praier and fasting,” hath these wordes, “ & aliguando nos (portuerit circa cura-
figpem,” 1if at any time it shall behove us to deal a bout the caringe of them who sufter
such a matter, z-'iz. are possessed) we may not adjure them, nor aske them questions,
nor speake any such thinges, as to the uncléane spidit hearmge us, but gontinuing in
yer and fastinge, we may obtawne helpe from God for the afflicted, snr shall drive
mi, the wicked spirits by fastinge and praier. Tertullian saieth, “ Demones de howmi-
nibus expéitimus sicud phussmus notum est,” wee expell divils out of men. 45 is knowen to
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many. Cyprian writing unto Domitian, useth these words, O ¥ andire velles et

pidere ;" viz Ohb that thou wouldest heare and sce, when (he divills ape adiured by us,

and tormented by spirituall scourges, and by torments of woides, ave cast out of bodies
possessed, come and know that these things be true wlich we affiime. Now, how-

soever 1 do not justifie Cyprian as touchinge his adjuninge of evili spints, yet hereby it

is anifest, and this use we may make of this speach of luis that men were not only

possest and dispossest of divils in those dayes, when nuracles were ceased, but that the

same was common and usuall then. for otherwise he would never have used these

words, “ come and knowe these thinges to be true which we speak, * theibye provo-

hinge Demetrian, proconsell of Africk, to make trial of that lic saide. The same 1s also

manifest b Turturlian, his wordes saying, ¢ we daily expell dnvels out of men;” bat Chiysost.
most excellentlie doth this appeare by Chiisostom, who live:l about 200 veaies after SIRs g
them. His words be these: ** Hinc itague ad svlstam vemamus admonttionem ;° Uher- © i Dei o
fore let us come to our accustomed admonition, and what is that accustomed admoni~ "™+
tion? that we frequent the worthy praier with a sober und watchful mind ; for when [

spake of this mater of lat, I saw all of you willmgly obaying, whertore in truth I shold

deale very ill if 1 should not blame you when you are uecligent, or not comend YOU ¢ thay 1o, por
when you do well; and according to your deut: this day, theifor I will prats vou, and sred Wl the
thank you for that your obedience, but I will then guve you thanks when 1 shall first :I:.':",I.I,::l‘“;r
have taught you why that praier before al other was wont to be made, and why the mwwior
deacon doth commaund the men that are vexed with the divill, and moved with most S 5 vs”
cruell furie Lo be brought in at that time, and bowe downe their heads ; tor what cause 20 > 10

from whetee

it is done, I will thus declare, the vexing of divills are bonds most wicked and gicivous, vo dosbe s
for they are bonds more strong then iron ; therfore as at the very instant, when the i er ¢

Judgge is wont to come forth, and to sit upon the judgmeunt seat, the jailor brings

forth all the prisoners, and set them at the barre before the scat of judgment, loath conuder how
some, filthie, over growen with heaire, and al too tuttied with rages. So the fathers porom o

have appointed, that when Christ was presently to sit as it weare upon his Gibuna', the daes of

thiar dipos-

and to appeare in the sacraments, those meun that were vexed with the divill, as bemng wmon, sod we
fettered with certain bonds, should be brought forth, not to be examined for the things ¢ammoet but per-

ctive the ume

which they have done, after the manner ot prisoncis, nor yet that they sholde be po- of dmpovesion
nished, but that the people and all the citie being present, publigue praiers might be [ be such, and

50 toanfull nvos

made for themn, that al with one accorde nught inticat the Lord of all 1n there hehalfe, here sa, and
and might strive with strong cries that the Lord would have merci upon them ; but as o6t I

then 1 was displeased with thos that neclected such a prater, and weare abioad at the came, that ihe
tine, so nowe presently 1 judge, that T am to be very shurpe with those which stage :.:;.mm
within, not for that they tany with m, but that tatimg n the place where they ought, biom, two made
they are nothinge better afiected then they who gadd abroade, tor they are talking Chere sia. wotl
amonge themselves, and citha jest or confer about ther busmes in the most fearfull priaf ik
time, Oh, man ! what doest thou, when thou seest thy brethien present before thee in wsall, 1, and
50 many‘ bonds; thou talkest about things which nothing concerne thee ; can not the pomett
very »ight terrifie thee sufficiently, and drawe thee to som cumnpassion and pitie 2 Thy tenfie on
brother is 1 chaines, and vet thou art diowsy and caielesse.  How canst thou be par-

doned when theu art so harde harted, so fai fiom humanitie, so ciuel ? Fearest thou not

least whilst thou talkest, omitest thy dewtie, and art carles, some divill leaping out

from the possessed, finding thy soule idle and swept cleane, should convaye himsclfe

nto it, and with great easinesse enter into the bouse thus set wide open? How wel

doth it beseme every, one at that tiwe. to be swallowed up of greite, 1o poure out 1 ers Avcortimze
of tears, and none bt watered eyes to be seene rounde about, and al the wholr con- o',
gregution to weepe, to sighe and sobbe.  Canst thou not shed teares ? What puigimge wuh the people
can these hornble sinnes receive® It thou wilt not lament the state of thy brother, yet (e guy ns
at.least feire thou for thine ownselfe and awake. If thou shalt sec thy ncighbours house time of Sowers,

VoL, 11 ar
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we dupoes- @l on fier, although that negbour be to thee very hatful, wilt thou not runne with as

Wi (heisg  POSsible speede to heelpe to quench it, least that the fier creping by little and little,

whowt 130) = enter into thy house also? Consider thou the same thing in those which are possessed
e

warcelre seene With the divil: the tormenting of divils is a fier, and a burning, and consuminge flame.
one due face ] yke hede, therfore, &c. as further followeth there.”

we mwn Thus wee see Chrisostome, in this pathetical homeli of his, sheweth the ordinarie

wanwowes - custome of the church in his time, for the dispossessing or castinge out of Sathan by
the pulicke praiers of the churche; wherin no doubt was usuallic greate weepinge,
mourninge, sighinge, and stronge cryinge unto the Lorde by al the people presentc, be-
holding the tormentes of the possessed, and their deliverance, thoughe nowe when
Chrisostom spake these words, some of his people (by reason happely they weare much
accustomed 1o these dispossessions, and those thinges which fell out in the same) failed
to be after this manner aftected, wherupon he reprehended them for the same, which is
so sett downe as if Chrisostome had described that which hath fallen out in all sortes
of’ beholders of these late dispossessions, so much now in controversie as they can
witncsse.

petcr Martsr,  Peter Marter, in his book of common places, hath these wordes concerninge this
potd Lo 3 matter, © Quid ergo faciemus areptitits, &c, Therfore what shall we do with those
that arc possessed, when they are vexed wilth wicked spirits? Shal we forsake them?
They are in no case to be forsaken.  Yet, notwithstanding, we will not by adjurations
commaund the uncleane spirit to goe forth, seeing we knowe we are not indued with
any such gift, as that wec should by our commaundement cast out divils, wee will
then usc faithfull prayers, I say prayers most vehement, and supplications, for their
recovery. Ina word, this should be the most laudable and wise course, that exor-
‘ cismes at this day be turned into prayers.”
e e, Ch1isostom el Prosperi wtate, &c. ** In the time of Chrisostome and Prosper, (saith
Chemmuisius) they possessed were brought into the church, and were oft delivered by
PhilpMelanct. Lhe common supplicationes of the assembly. And Philip Melancton havinge made
Bl cnt mention of divers which were possessed, and, namly, of a damsell in Marchia, who had
bene healed of that disease by the prayers of the godly, of whom he saith, “ e/ adhuc
wivit sana ;" and it she liveth and continueth sound, which was 17. ycares after the
cure ; he then useth these words: ““ Neguae vero dubito piorwm piccatwne tolli id malum
et expells diabolos posse.” Neither, ndeed, doe 1 doubt but that evill may be taken
awaye, and the divils expelled by the prayer of the godly ; and a few lines after, con-
tinuinge his speach about the sume matter, *“ Scio plura exempla, in quibus profuissc
Bes Hom 26 nigrum precatwnem certum est.” 1 knowe many exampls, wherin it is certaine they
e prayers of the godly availed, “ Scio quendam in Gallia fuisse patrem familias, ct.” |
und page 030, Ynowe (saith M. Beza) a certaine housholder in Fraunce, indeued with the knowledge
of the truth, and which had imbraced the same, who, when in anger, he had given
one of his children to the divill, had his sonnc presently possessed of the divill, out of
whom after he was cast by the fervent and uncessant praiers of the church, “ Cum autem
h"ffi".':’i i o nunc doctrina Christi satis confirmata sit, ct.” Now, that the doctrine of Christ, (saith
logico, page  Vogellius) is sufficiently confirmed, this miraculous castinge out of divils hath ceased,
ve0. sith there is not a better and more godly way at this day, then that Christ sitting at
the right hand of the father be called upon, not only of the kinsfolke of the possessed,
but also of the whol church, with afervent bart, and be put in minde of his omnipotency
and mercy, wherby only at this daye the uncleane spirits are cast forth. * This kind
pan. quest.  of divils goeth not out but by prayer and fastinge,” Math 17. 21. Daneus saith, “ Quare
B o, precibus et jejunio (quod fiat a precante) demum extrudi possunt ct.” wherfore by prayer
com 1. 1. cap- and fasting (which he that prayeth doth) they may at least be cast forth, that is, with
i the long, continuall, and fervent prayers of the posessed man, and also of the church,
as are those which are joined with fastinge, &c. And Chassanion saith, “Unicum istum
&
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nobis restat remedium ;" this only remidy remaineth to us, wherby we ought to helpe
these kind of men worthy of comiseration ; to wit, that with fervent praiers we praye
for their deliverance, so I hard that 2 Demoniak was dehivered in a certaine towne
within the Dolphins province,

It wil be objected, that if prayer, and prair with fasting, b ordinary and effectual Though pruyi«
meanes for the castinge out of divils, then in casc on be possest, let the same be used, :::{::}',:,',’.’,‘
and the uncleane spirit shall goe forth. 1 answere, that the meaiues which God him.- should not
selfe hath appointed to some certaine end, doth not alwayes prosper therunto.  The Sefiermnce of
Lord bath ordained the preaching of the gospell to be the vidinari meanes to bring the the paric pos-
electe unto the faith, and yet it falleth out otten that the gospcll being preached  and lreh wty
some of the elect present, they are not therby couverted ; and who knoweth not that oL
God hath appointed the sober use of meats and drinckes to nowrishe and strengtlien « g the-
these weake bodies of ours? and yet sometimes it provetli fa otherwis, being also mo- """
deratly received ; yea, what plowman is ther so simple, who, understandeth not this,
that the plowing of grounde, and sowinge of seedc thereupon in due scason, ;s the
meanes and high waye (as I may saye) to an harvest or increase of the saied graine m
his time; and yet by lamentable experience for divers yeaies past, many have scene
and felte the contrari : it is plaine, then, that praier, and praicr with fasting, may be
ordinaiie meanes appointed of God for the dispossessing of divils, and yet being used
not prosper to that ende.  The reason herof is, because Ged is at hibertie, and not tied
to any meanes; he maye hlesse or keepe backe his blessinge fiom the meanes himselfe
hath appointed, if he please, and then the meanes or seconde cause will not availe at
all; yet this I affirme, that praier and fastinge 15 as efiectual to cast Sathan forth and
heale the possessed, as the best medicine we have 1s to cpre any naturall discase; and
herunto God hath often set his sealle ; yea, when, by whom, and for what possessed
person bath praier and fastinge bene used, and the partie not dispossessed 7 We may
saye, therfore, of this supernaturall medicine, as the phisitians saie of som others, that
it hath it, probatum est.

It 1s mancfest, T trust, by the premises, that praicr and fastinge are meanes ordained
of Chiist Jesus for the casting out of Satan; the which, if it be a doctrine of truth, as
othervise T would be very sory, then it is evidente, not only that men maye be pos-
sessed in these last dayes, but also dispossessed, which many, but very unadvisedly, doe
gainsay ; for otherwise God should have instituted some thinge in vaine, a medicine for
the curinge of that disease, which shoulde not be, or if 1t fel out so that any were sicke
therof; yet it should not be of that eflicasie to cure them ; either of which it is impi-
ous to affirme. The maine thinge which lcteth men from beleving the works and doc-

Lines of God wherof we have treated, is, that to cast out divills 1s a miracle, and nowe Objection.
miracles arc ceased. I answare, 10 cast forth devils by a worde, so as one no sooner ya. 2. 16.
commaundeth the spirit to go out, hut forthwith he departceth, as Christ and his apostles Act. 16. is.
did, with som others indeped with the like gifte or power, is a miracle, yea of miracles Luk. 10,12
the greateste, and this hath an ende with other miracles ; but by the meaues of praier,

or fasting and praier, to drive out Satan, or rather to intrcate Christ, to whom all pow-

er is given in heaven and earth, to cast Sathan forthe, is no miracle, because neither Casting aut of
the churche, nor any member therof, can in the using of the meanes be assured to pie- (™™ ™
vail; for although the assurance is or may be greate in this case, yet we can not be act.1t9
sure that the parttie shal be delivered, the meanes being used as is shewed before.

Secondly, if this ejection of Satan by prayer were wiiaculous, tl;en Satag being cast
out of divers by earnest, praier to God, performed by Tertullian, Ciprian, Chisostonie,
and others of the Lords peoplc in those times livinge, and joyninge with them therm, a
miracle was wrought ; iF a miracle, miracles wear not ceased then, w}ych_ all learned
men knowe to be false. . If a miracle, who wroughte these miracles > If those aun-
cient and learned fathers, why did others, yea oft times their wholl congiegations,
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joyne with them in these miraculous workes, and not themselves without theire helpe
doe the same. as did the apostlcs and others which had the guift of miracles ; why did
they not aiso by praier give sighte to the blinde; heale the sicke, aud doe other mi-
racles - Was ther ever any man hearde of, who indewed or guifted of God to worke one
only kinde of miracle, and had no guifte or power to effect any other ? 1t is manefest
then, that for asmuch as thos fathers, assisted with others, did by praier cast divills out
ot the bodies of men, and it therin did no miracle, that expulsion of Satan by praier is

not miraculous, or at least that Sathan may be so expelled, and no miracle wroughte.
pinomiacte  Thirdly, the expulsion of Sathan by praier, or fasting and praier, is no miracle, be-
than 400 BY cause it 18 brought to passe by meanes ordained to thatende, even the instant praiers of
the scrvantes ot God, somtime long continued in humiliation of fasting ; for what soever
Dancusopuse. 18 brought to pass by meanes appotnted therunto is no miracle, though it be otherwise
page ¥10: v € and in it sclte never so wondertull ; for this is oue thing, -among others, necessarily
required in cvery miracle, so as without the same it is non, that it be doneand brought
to passe without any sett and appointed means of God therunto, as that learned and
reverent Daneus testifieth, otherwise the number of miracles shouid growe to an infinit
number, above those that heretofore weare taken to be such, and we shall have many
miracles daily and continually wrought before our eyes, which all men will deny ; tor

then shoulde the conversion of a man be a miracle, (and so looke how many men weare
converted, 5o many miracles shoulde be wrought) for it is a wondertul worke. and not

only above and besids nature, but agaiust nature, even as it is to see ** the wolte dwell

with the lambe, and the leoparde lye with the kide, and the calfe and the hon, and the

fatt beaste together, and a bittle clilde to leade them:” yeL notwithstanding, foras-

much as it is brought to passe by an ordinarie meanes that God hath thearunto
appointed, even the preachinge of the word ; it theretore ceaseth to be a miracle ; for,

adwit there were a man in Turkey, or amonge the Pagans in the faith, and that with-

out al meanes, it is certaine thal that mans convertion was miraculous; and yet when

one in the church is brought to the faith by the ministri of' the word, his conversion is

not miraculous. That a child should be conceaved and so framed 1n the wombe of the

mother as it is, and after brought forth a livinge creature, indewed with reason and
understandinge, is a thinge greatly to be wondred at; yet forasmuch as the same is

brought to pas by a meane ordained of God Lo that ende, no man counteth it a miracle,

for then looke how many children weare borne, we should have so many miracles ; but

imagin a childe conceaved without the knowledg of man, as the conception of our

Saviour was, then every on wil grant such conception to be miraculous. The like may

be saide of the continuance of mans life, man taking that foode which God hath ther-

unto appointed, if his life be continued, and holde out trom yeare to yeare, there is

none that wondreth at it; but if it weare possible that ani one should live withougany
sustenance at all, that weare miraculous ; so Moses, Elias, and Christ living but 40 daies

Exodus, $1. 2. without eating and drincking any thing, it was by miracle. The corn that groweth
Lﬁ{“fi}gf " in our feildes, wherin of on grain cometh not onli mani, but also the eare and stalk, is
an admirable thing, yet no man counteth that miraculous; and why? becaus God in

nature hath so appointed it, that the meaunes leading therunto first being used, asplow-

ing aud sowing, ther should folow an harvest or increse of corn ; but it we shold behold

a feild replenished with corne wher no plow cam, nor seed was cast, then wold the sim-

plest plowman that is, say, behold a miracle; thus we se on and the sam work mira-

. culous and not miraculous, ‘a miracle when it is effected without meanes, no miracle

~ The objection when it is:don bimeanes; even so it isin this our present case: to cast out divils without
| loprovethat . meanes; as/Christ and his apostls did, who onli spak and it was don, comanded and
done bymeance. they obaied, is & miracle ; but:to cast forth devils by a meanes ordained of God to that

" end, as praier and fasting, is no miracle at al. But it wil be objected, that some out-

ward thinges or.actions, have as meanes bene used in the working of sundry miracles.
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Elijah and Elisha devided Jorden, by smiting the watets with the cloak of Elijah; the

oyle was increased to the widow by the meanes of the oyle in the pitcher. Naaman

was sent to wash himselfe 7 times in Jorden for the healing of his leprosie ; yea, Christ bark 1 22.g,
himselte somtimes used meunes in the great works he did in the healing of on that was ™
dumbe and deafe; it is said of him, that “ he put his fingers in his trm'é‘ﬁ, and did spitt,

and touched his tongue;” and in the Y. of Johu, in giving sight o him that was borne

blind, it is written, that *“ he annoynted his eyes with claye, and seut him to wash An

them in the poole of Siloam.” Hereunto, I answer, that thes and such lik were used as S
signs, whereunto the Jewes werc much accuston:ed, and happily to trie their taith therby, Aels %
or to imprint the worke wrought more deeplie in the minds of the beholders, and those Phecusenri
which were therby healed, or for some other purpose best knowne 1o the Lord, and as they §ie o acts

which used them saw them most profitable; and not as meanes serving to the worke they times were used
were about, in which case they must necessarily have bene used ; so as without the same e 1% o
the miracle could not have bene, for when the Lord apointeth a thinge to come to pase by wt ased 13
siich or such meanes, the same meanes must be used, otherwise that thinge shall never ::i:::::::-:vli:‘:zlui“
be. Now, [ trust, wee are farr from thinking, that without these outward things, the AT sccofding
satd great works could not have hene effected or wrought. And could not Elisha, if he ;t:’ﬂé:frlL tx
had pleased, as well have heated Naaman of his leprosie by his' worde alone, as have ™™
smitten Genazi his servant therwith ? Yes, verilie, he enjoyued him then, that washinge
in Jorden, not as a meanes of curinge him, but therby to trie the faith of Naaman, and
was it not so triede therby that it was shaken, so as had it not bene for the connsell of
his servantes, he had gone into his cuntri backe againe a leaper as he came? The same
is to be said much more of our Saviour Christe, and of the outwarde thinges he uscd in
some of his miracles in the 7 of Marke ; a deafe man is broughte to our Saviour Christ
to he curede, wher it is saied, that when he had taken him asyde trom the multitude,
“ he put his fingers in his eares, and straight waies his eares wear opened.”  Now, iUy o3,
can not be deuied, but that Christ coulde have don that cure, if he had pleased, though
he had not moved a finger, yea, by his very nod or beck, and admit that Christ, in-
steade of puttinge his fingers into his eares, had only beckned unto him, and that
therby he had received his hearinge, would we saye that Jesus had used the said becke
as a4 meanes to restore him his hearinge, or rather therby to have made knowne to the
partie and multitud, that his wil ways that he shold heare, and be healed of that his
deatnes?

The like may be said of the former blinde man, that our Saviour in ¢* anointing his
eyes with clay,” and sending him * to Siloam to wash” them, did not use the same as
a meanes to give him his sight, and worke that miracle, but therby to temipt him gnd
trye his faith, for thus throgh in fideliti he might have reasoned inhimselfe : I thought
he woulde presently have given me my sight, by his divine power ; but I now perceive
it 1s otherwise : is al his power, wherby it 1s sawed he doth suche greate workes, com to
this; that mine eyes must be anointed, and that with clay, which, it I had my sight,
would yathrer put it out then helpe to restore sighte to the blinde ? and must I washe also,
and that in the poole of Siloam, before I cansee? What vertue hathe that water above
other waters? Are not other waters, and is not the water of the poole of Bethseda as.
good as that of Siloam: May I not wash in som other water, and have my sight as
well as in that of Siloam ? I will not washe for this cause. Thus to prove his faith, and
partly also therby to prove the taithe of others, the Lord Jesus in curinge him, anoint-
ed his eyes with claye, and sent him to Siloam, and did not this as a meanes effectual
thirough his blessinge, to belpe him to his sight ; to the same end he put his fingeers into
the eares of the deafe, and used also somtimes spittle in restoringe sighte unto the MarkTéS&ml
mm‘:lc.-“aqd speache to the dumb ; for what in reason, or in nature, is more unhkele to '

80 great a worke then a little spittie? Most excellently, therefore, therby, did.

2 Kings, 5, 27,
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Christ Jesus try the faith of men, aatl not use the same to the ende it shoulde be a
meanes to cflect that he was workinge; and yet [ knowe and forgett not, that God can,
and often doth bringe most mightie things to passe, by small and weake meanes.
John 11 41. And wher it is said, that Christ prayed in the raising up of Lazarus, and Peter in
ilbjection:  yestoringe Tabitha to life, we are to understand that they did not this, as a sett and
Peter wuh  apointed meanes leadinge thereunto, which is also to be understood of others prayinge
f,:',’,';,‘,,f',::;’f in the like case, (for then without prayer the miracles could not have bene wrought,
el which we must be farr from imagining ;) but, in regard of the people which were pre-

TS sent, as they saw it profitable for them ; and this is eapreslye noted by our Saviour, for

% fuungs 16, 36. it is said, that he ‘Frayed * because of the people that stood by, that they might beleve
3 23. " that his father had sent him.” Peter also, by his praying, would have the people more
cles 28, 8.

fully understand then they could by the charge he commonly used, that that he did,
was not by his godlines or power, but by the power of him, one whom he called. It
is to be observed also, that howsoever they used some short prayer before, to the end
aforsayde, yet when they came to the doinge of the worke, they did not supplycate,
but commaund such a thinge to be done, as having power and authoritie thereunto, (the
one from his father, the other from Christ.) ¢ Lazarus come forth ; Talutha arise;”
and it was so. But in our case we continued still in intrating and besceching the Lord,
who in his good twe was plased to doe according to that wee desiered ; whereby we
witnessed unto men, that we have received no guift or power to cast out diuils, as the
Apostles had, and that we doe no miracle, but only desier Christ sittinge at the right
hand of his Father, to have compassion upon the partie in misserie, and according to his
promise to helpe him, which was never held for myracle in the chuich of God. “The
which, if we had taken upon us to doe, then we would not have desiered the assistance
of any minister, or privat person therin, nether would we alwaies have made interces-
sion to Christ, in the behalfe of the person afilicted ; but if not at the first, yet at length,
when it came to the point of deliveiance, we would have charged and con maunded the
evill spirit in the name of Jesus Chiist to have gone out, which is so far from us and
our practise, that wee condemne the same, holdinge it unlawful to be used ot any in
these dayes, except God should raise up some extraordinarilie, which must be also m
the founding or planting of a church, and not in a churche established, and such as
hath receved the ghospel as ours hath ; for, howsoever the Lord hath no wheie sayd
that ther shal be no more miracles or miracle-workers, and therfore is at libertie in this
case; yet, if we wel consider of the ende of miiacles, and why the lorde added them to
his worde, even to get intertainment to his ghospel amonge the Gentiles, which other-
wise being foolish, (not in it selfe, but in the corrupt judgment of men) would never
have bene received by them ; and withall remember, that which we wel knowe, that it
is alredy beleved in by the Gentills, we may theiby well conjecture, yea, in a manner
assure our sclves, that miracles have an ende, espetially in a church established, wherin
also we are confirmed, by the long time in which, for the reason aforessid, they have
bene wantinge. .,
Verie 13, In the 6 of Marke, it is said, that the Apostles *‘ anoynted many that were sick” with
Section®.  oyle, and healed them.”

...ﬁ.. I answer, and return this upon him that objecteth it thus ; if in the working of any
Teaitess of the TOiracles there were meanes used, then undoubtedly in thecuring of those sicke persons,
sicke, which by the Apostls were gnoynted by oyle, amd se healed; for what was there used
in miracles, which in al reasort was more likly to be¢ a meanes then that oyle, and the
anointing of the sicke therwith? and yet all learned men against the papists and their
extreame URGHOR agreg in this, that the same was onlyca signe or ceremonie which the
Aposties  in there mizaculons healing of men; none saye that it was a meanes to
Jﬂ.‘t the . worke or cure, for then i trath it should have bepe: nd ‘other then a’
medicin, and by gonscyuent their healing maturall, and not mirmculous ; if, then, that
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oyle used by the aposties in the doyng of some miracles, was no means, but only a
sign, by the consent of al devines ; much lesse was the clay, spittle, or any such hike
thinge used by Christ or the prophets in som of their miracles, a means therof, but only
a sign wherunto that people of the Jewes were much accustomed.
But admit that herein I weare deceived, and that this cxpelling of Satan by praier and Obectioa.
fasting is a miracle, as well as that by word or commaundc, pertormed by Chirist and 1is mee nes cones

not cured

apostles, yet that maketh not against me, (my error heiin excepted) nor the counsell I of there supe:-

A i 4 . . nataral diseases
gave, or whatsoevr I did, so long as it is certaine that the aforesaide persons weare pos- by prayer and
sessed or otherwise afflicted ; and that in eyther of those cases, 1t is not only lawful to ™stse
humble ourselves by praier and fasting, but also a dewtie and worshipe in such case
and time to be performed to God : if any demaund why we can not cure other superna- Mask 9. 29.
turall diseases Ey this spirituall medicine, as such whome we saye are bewitched, that The counseti 1
is afflicted in ther bodies through the mallice of a witch by her familier spirit; Ianswere, M svepte
that if we had the like scripture for the curinge of them by praier and fasting, as we swoc bewnch-
have for the healing of those Sathan possessetlt, then we would not doubt but that they s prestis:

. X 5 5 bodies greatly
also by the saied meane might be helped as wel as the other; yet notwithstanding, we aficied by

counsel all thus afllicted, to be often and diligent in using this holy exercise. For how it ey
shall we prevail against Sathan, and remove that hand of his wherwith God doth smite

us, but by earnest prayer unto God ? Is theie any other meanc or waye to heale such,

as by plusicke ? or helpe to be had from any creature ? No, verily ; except we will goe

to the devill, and request him to spare us now, and be good to our bodies for the pre-

sent ; and upon that condition be contented, that hereafter he take his fill both of body

and soule, as many (in effect) doe. Seing then ease to such can noe otherwise be had

but by prayer, lett them in any case prayc, and never faint nor give over, untill they

have received a comfoitable answere from the Lord; and seing none for a temporall

judgment have more cause to be humbled then they, for as much as God hath sent an

evill spirit, that vile creaturc of his, most malitious also and cruell towards man, to smitt

and whip them with, and that fasting is a meane ordained of God to humble revr. 23 2v.
us; and further, the humbling and afilicting of man’s soule, who should fast, 1if net LKmes®1 ¥
these® by fasting then and prayer, let these seeke the removing of the heavie hand of i 2.5 12
God which lyeth upon them, and otherwise will not be removed but to there further * T %™
hurt ; and if this they obtaine not therby, yet ther labour and service they performed

to God shall not be in vaine ; for, besids, they rcceive comfort theirby in the discharge

of that deutye they owe to God, who, when he layeth afiliction upon any, doth therby

cai, and, as it were, summon them ¢ unto weeping and mourning, to baldnes and y-2e. 5. 10,
sirding with sackcloth.”  They shall also obtaine this therby, that the said affliction ! T 4.5-
:Lal be sanctified unto them, and made meanes of much good to their soules, so as

though in their outward man, I meane in their bodies, the be stil afflicted, it in their

inner man they shal be renued dayhe more and more, which of the two benifits that

com by the exercise of humiliation 1s the better, though we rather desicr the other
deliverance from the present misery, because of the grefe it carieth withit.  Bot sup-

pose tht herein also I were deceived, and that thei 1s no such ordinance of Christ as 1 Heb. 12 11,
affirme, and that fasting and prayer is not a medicine appoynted of God, and in meicy

left to his church, for the healing of thos which are possessed ; yet seing we are com-
maunded to “ resist the divill,” not only his temptations, but also his person, (for so

did Christ Jesus our example, * avoid Satan,” (saith he) and so not not only tempting, yumes ,7.
but also possessing ; aud have also a promis, that we resisting, the divill ** will orshall Y 1
flee ;" seing also, (as Peter telleth us) we must “ resist strong in the faith,” for asmuch 1phe.) %o
as the enimy is strong, even a prinoipality and power; and the way to strengthen and

stablish our weake and wavering faith, is prayer and fasting, who seeth not that ther

was good and just cause to take up this said holy exercise, and sufficicut in scripture

to warrant the same? Indeed thes scripturs are directed to them that are sct upon by



Ver, 12
Ve, 14,
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Satan, but it that leteth not but that others alsn in a fellow feelinge of thetr misseries;:
as heing members of the same bordy with them, might and ought, by way of help and
assistance, joyne with them therin. .

In the fightinges we have with our bodely enemies, one brother wil be sure to fight
with and for another, espetially if he see him overmatched, and in daunger to be hurte;
and shall not brethren in Christe, in the spirituall fight with the enemies of there soules
and salvation, do as much in the like case® But be it further granted, not only that pray-
er and fasting is no such means as [ affirme, but also that non of the foresaye persons
were possessed, yet ther is notwithstanding sufficient to justifie the advise I gave, and
the worke of our handes, because it is evident that they weare vexed by Satan; if not
with them (as we verely belev and constantly affinne.) yet by some externall operation
of his, or at least weare otherwise afflicted; ¥ not so, that the hande or judgmente of
God, 1 say, was one way or other upon them, it cane not be denied. Now, when God

- sendeth any judgment, thereby he calleth men, and therin secretly vommandeth them

Vers. 18, 19.¥0.

to fast and prave, as is plaine by Isaiah g2, and the 1 chapter of Joel Praier also and
fastinge is the only meanes to remove the hand of God from off us. if that shal seeme good
in the eies of the Lord, as apeareth by the ¢ of Joel, and by the practise of the church
in all ages, and the fruyt or successe therof, for the people of God in the day of their

" affliction, contynually betoke themselves therunto; and the same prospered and pre-

Judgzes 20, 26,
and 3, 6.

vailed mighteli with God, as may appeare by the testimonies of scripture quoted i the
margeate. Herupon it followeth, that it was not only lawful for the atoresated atilicted
persons ; and us also being requested, and that instautly, in a joynt-feling of their mi-
serie, to take that course we did, but alse our bounden dewty (being espetially present
with them,) and that wee coulde not but advise and doe as wee did, 1f from the harte we
desired their delyverance from the said judgment of God, so that this, if ther wear no~
thinge els besides, doth sufliciently justifie and warant our couunsellinge of themn to hum-
ble and cast downe themselves before the Lord under his mightie hand, and to secke
reconciliation and agtonment with the Alinightie, by prayer and fastinge, who by this
strange plague of his, did testifie to ther faces that he was angry with them, and our
Jjoyning with them in the said exercise of humiliation.

To conclude and inferr somthinge of the premises, and so to procede to the third parte
of this treatis. If it be true not only that men in these last dayes may be possessed with
devills and dyspossessed, and that praier and fasting be meanes appointed by God for
the dispossessing of them ; but also that the seven in Lankasheire, and William Somers,
with the other two, viz. Darling and Katherin Wright, were in deed possessed ; and
being so dispussﬁsacd,-l:i the finger of God, in that they wer healed by the meanes
which Christ Jesus hath sanetified to that end, as is made manefest by the premises;
then judge, good Christian reader, whether they in the general doe not erre, who hold
that men canuot now he possessed ; and those also which graunting that, deny that
men can now be dispossessed ; and whether they likwise be not fauitie in the particuler,
which not only deny, but cannoet with any patience endur to heare of the possession
and dispossession ofy the persons aforesaid ; and rather than that shal be admitted, will
by all means possible, . contend for a most -vaine and impossible thing. I meane that
Samers and Darling, and Katherin Wright, were counterfeits; and I thére instructor:
therby also intimating to all smen, that the sevenin Lancashite were such ; and as it

- WETEe :d«eairi_q%:ﬁe world so to j,m_i%ie”cl‘- them, but yet they let them alone, jeast happely

overwhelmed by them, or rather by the'truth itselfe.  Well. howsoeier
2l mew. will ok weceive Ahia truth,. and. scknowlodging the worke of God, give the
Lorde the glosis apd prayse which-isdue to him for the samne, and endevour to profitt
and make thereiright we of .it, which 4s.a thing rather to be wished then lopked for;
yet some few dag and-will, “ for wisdome shil be justified of her'children”

‘Heere followeth the thyrd Part.
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Of the Use that every One is to make of these IVorkes of God.

Wee have manifestly proved that these persons we speake of were possessed with de-
vills, and that they were dispossessed by prayer and fasting. Now, lest all this should
be to us in vain, which God forbid, it remaineth that we consuder ot ihe fruite and pro-
fite which we may and ought to make to our selves theicof: for as in the ordinarie
workes of God, if we only looke and gaze ypon them without making any turther use
of the same, and doc not withal bcholﬁ and consider the invisible things of God, as his
rowcr, wisdom, justice, mercye, our beholding of them is in vaine to us, and not ounly so,
ut wee theirby also take the Lordes name in vaine; even so shali it goe with us, if in pomanes 1.2,
thi: extraordinarie worke of Giod, we looke only tupon it as som:e new and strange thing
without any further procecding to profit theirby ; yea, 1f we be bound by the lawe of
God to profite and receive good by every ordinarie worke of the Lord, much moie by
that which is extraordinarie; for an extraordinaric worke calleth for an extraordinarie
use, and it is a double sinne to faile therein.

The use we are to make of this extraordinarie worke, either concerning the glorie of
God, and the stirring of us up to magnifie his great name, or tlie benefit of man, and
good he may receive thereby.

Fust, herein, as in a glasse, wee may beholde the justice of God in purnishing or cor- This woiksery
rectinge sinne, wherby the Lorde teacheth us to take heed of siuntng against him, least g jo b glory
cither the same or a worse thinge comc unto us. o fort afthe

Secondly, we sce the omnipotencie and power of God, first, in the power and strength area be vecse
of the devil, which God permitteth hin to cxercise against sinners, Second, in sub- the Justice of
duing those principalities and powers, Satan, I meane, treading him under his feet, yeca, :
under the feet of lis servants: who then that is wise will sexve the Lord in feare and cug?™*"
trembling.

Thirdly, the mercye of God is to be seene in this worke in delivering them ; and that The merey of
at the humble intreatie of others in there behalfe, they being disabled by Satan to sup-
plicate for themselves. This being well considred, magmfieth greatly the mercie and
compassiou of the Lorde. Who can chuse but love him because of his mercies: And
why should any dispaire of his mercie, seinge he is so ready to shew mercie even at the
intreatie ot others. Eow much more when man shall supplycatt for humselfe.  This nse
Christ Jesus himseife maketh, in saying to the man whom he had dispossessed, “ Goe payke 3.20.
shew how the Lorde hath had compassion on thee.”

Fourthly. wee maye here beholde the wisdom and immutabilitie of God, as being the ppe wisdome &
same, who vever changeth. In that {as he hath bene alwaycs accustomed to doe) he immubihuieof
brought this rare and great worke to passe by smalle and weake meanes, basc and con- yer, 1. 1.
temptible men, yea, such as be vile and odious iu the eyes of the world: that thereby Cor- .21
the power of GGod might be the better seene, man in lus wisdom be confounded, and the
name ot (iod the better praysed. In a word, that he which rejoyceth in the behalfe of
this worke, might not rejoyce in mau, but in the Lord.  To him thertore, to whom of
right 1t belongeth, be the prayse and glory of this worke ascribed.

Fiftly, the faithfulagss of God, in the performance of his promyse, offereth it selfe here yigeni- o
to our cousideration. These wordes, this kind goeth not vut but by praier and fasting, “*
secretly congaine in them this promise, that if any be possessed ; and we in the humibti |, .,
of our souls by fasting, will intreate the Lord iv vast the sperit out, he will doe it for
us, and deliver the partie from beinge any further vexed by Satan. This the Lord bath
promised, the accomplishmente wherof we have seene with our eies. Letus herby lcarnc
to trust to the least and most close and secret promise God hath made us in his worde;
and saye in our harts and with our tongues, God is not as man, that he should lye and
be upfaithful, neither as the sonue of man, that he should repent and not performe that
VoL 11, 2a

il
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he hath promised.  *¢ Hatl he said, and shall he not do it; and hath he spoken, and
shall he not accomplish 1t~ Hath he promised, and will he not peiforme 1t? And thus
much bierfly, concermng the glory of God, decleared in this worke. Now followe the
severall uses concerning man, and the profite he otherwise is to make hercof,

I'nst, this gieat and wonderfull worke of the Loid serveth to convince and stope the
mouthes of the Papistes, who, as they are alwayes boastinge of their miiacles, and up-

e e s Draiding us with the same; so espetially with this miracle of theirs, (as they term it,)

e1 thoy only
Bave i there
shitch ta cast
forth dues Hs.

1" pon Mathew
7.1,

Thyt de Dem,

of casting out of devils, wherupon 1t hath come to passe, that some of tlis bragging
generation, 1 Staffordshire, in the time of Thomas Darlinge, his possession, as also in
Lancashire, in the time of the possession of those seven, there have bioken forth into
these and such like wordes of challenge: Let us see one of your mumnusters cast out these
devils, If we mght bung a prcst, wee are sure he could doe 1t.

And 1 a booke latelye written by one of their side, wherin some of theie exorcists
and piests pretend to have dispossessed three here in England, T iead these woirdes
Now, saith the author, let me sce whether they Protestants can avouch any such thing
to he done in their congiegations.  And i another place thus, they Protestauts hae
smale means to make triall, whether ther be any possessed among them or no, lesse judg-
ment to disceine ther case: and much lesse remidie (i’ any such be found) other then
to bind, beate and send them to Bedlem, if the be poore, or to begg then livings, i
they have any. And in thene annotationes of the Rhemes testament, upon these words
of they disciples to Christ, © Why could not wee cast hun out™ they give this note.
Noe marevili 1if they exorcistes of the Cathohick Church, which have power to cast out
deviles, yct doe 1t not allway es when they will, and many tunes with much adoc ; wher-
as they apostles having 1ccerved thus power before over uncleane spnites, yet heic could
not cast them out.  But as for hentickes they can never doc 1t, nor any truc myiacle,
to confirme their false faith.

Thus wee see, they doe not only deny that devilles are so usuallye cast out by us, as
1t 1s with them ; but which is more, most peremptorilye they athrme, that wee (whom
they term heretickes) can never do it, spetiallye to confume om false faith,

'To passe by the dispossessiones of others, even of late yeares, which might fitly be here
objected against them; what say they to the dispossession of Kathenme Wiight, of T.
Darling : and finally, of they other eight peisons wee have so latcly intreated ofl » That
they weicall possessed of uncleane spinits, and that the same were cast out ot them, 1t hath
alreacie bene so cvedently shewed and confirmed, by reason out ot the scniptuies, that
neither Papist nor Athist can, without blushing, gaynsay the same; and that those whom
they call heretickes, weie the instruments the Lord used thetin, itis also most manifest.
How then say they Rhemists, that heietickes can never cast ouf devils.  But, to exa-
mine the truth of this their annotation a litle further, be that gianted which they Pa-
pistes so much contend for, viz. That then exorcists only have power to drive out de-
vils, and that we are to weake therunto: yet why do they challenge an equall power
herein with the apostles, as is plaine by this their glosse, if 1t Le well considered ? Yet,

cap. 33 set. 5, least 1 should be thought to mistake or slaunder them, I will set down Thyieus, his

Sect, B,
Marke 10, 17,

fect, 10,
cap. 30, sect.h

wordes concerning this poynt. Speaking of the power to cast out devils, which was
given by Christ, and to whom it was given, he saith thus: “ Bocent sacra litera omnilbus
Judelibus ¢ The holy scriptures teach, that the power over unclean spiiits was comu-
nicated to al belevers, but yet chiefly to the apostls and disciples of Christ; and a litle
after, he adeth, this power which was given to the apostles died not with the apostles,
Jbut remained in the ages followinge, for it doth not appertaine to the apostles onely,
" that which is sayd, these signs shal followe them which beleve in my name, they shall
cast out devills. This speache of Chnist comprehendeth all belevers; this authoritie
given by Christ shal continue s0 longe as ther shall be any which professe the faith of
Christ,  Aud agai, in the ende of the same chaputer, he hath these wordes, in our
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times also in the church of Christ, amonge the Catholicks this power is, and the very
same which at the first was given by Christ to his disciples, and continued in the ages
following. And not much after, he saith, but Christ's power over uncleane spirites, al-
though in the beginning it was communicated chiefly to the apostles, vel, notwithstand-
ing, wholly to all beleevers, and such only are they, if you will beleeve them.
Truly, it was not possible for them thus palpably to crre, if the Guod of this world
had not blinded their eyes.  They say, that in theire church only, thens power to cast
forth divils, and out ot it non, which, if no other way, yet by expenence, 1s knowne to
be false. But to leit this passe what can be more false and absard, then that which
this Jesuiticall doctor addeth, that they have the same power and authoritie over wick-
cd spirits that the apostles had ; that the same is committed and given to them now by
Christ, which sometimes he gave to the apostles= We have alieadie bard out of the holy
sciiptures, that Christ did give and commit unto his apostls such authontie over all
divills, as, by vertue therof, they no sooner spahe, but they spirits went out of men; gee o5
they noce sooner commaunded, but forthwith they departed, yea. sometimes hefore, and
without so much as their commaund, as by the kerchifvs and handkercheifes, which were
caried from Paules body.
If now the Papists or there exorcists have the same authoritie over uncleane spirits
with the apostles, how cometh it to passe, that having among thew some daylic pos-
sessed, they shew not forth the same power, and with a word cause the spirtts imme-
diately to goe out, and that the devils are no more subdued unto them 2 they command
the wicked spints, inded being in men, to goe foith of them as the apostles did, and
therein take a htle too much upon them ; but they all of them eyther doe or maye know
that the devil goeth out at Ins bestleaswie. And hereof, as they bave experience daylic
among themselves, so the same was lately seenc m some of their dispossessions in England,
as may appear by the same booke lately wiitten by a gicat clatke of their faction, and
copied out by one M. Robeit Barens, now prisoner in the King’s Bench; for notwith-
standing theie was one of theie exoicistes busied about that worthy worke, and to assist rhe exor s
him three priests ; and that they did not onlye adjure and command the spirites in the coneniedihon
name of Jesus, as the apostles also did, (and, namely, amonge many other thinges) to tell name, a it
them how lunge they had bene in the partie, which was in one of them, justtwoo yeares ; pithe =
and how many there were of them which were in the same person, just two thousand : were <o ¢ iled
Jikewise what were their names, which were Hoberdi-Dance, Lusti Jolly-Jenkin, Lusti- Mootk auil o

mavile thes

Dicke, &e., lustic companions, I warant you, every one, the like wherto wee 1ead not lwuul:w-t ts
miinl, Aot

of the apostles; but had besids their sacrifice of masse, thenr blessed sacrament of the Joutit wene,
aulter, with many other things applyed to they possesscd parties, giving then hallowed that the spirites

. ) . : . eing adjmed,
bread, drincke, signinge them with the signe of the ciosse, applyinge holy relickes, as dare not e to
the bones of S. Brian, 5. Campian, putting on the partic possessed holye garments (all :'r':‘:‘;;w"fl‘.'l‘l'r‘ﬁ

which are according to Thyreus his direction,) with more of this kind, which the apostles wiehiswo cart
never used ; yet, nolwithstandinge all these helpes above, the apostles, and their equall au- §hy ot

T hawd 10

thoritie to theies, they commaunding from day to day, and from time to time, very stub- ];am:.' were m
~ ke handes o

barnly, ¢he divil disobeyed them and their authoritie, and went out happelie at his owne 4y men, t um
leasure, caryinge himselfe in the meane season very saucilie towardes them, being men pervaded th

nothing whn b

of such authoritie, telling them that they were traitors, &c., as appeareth by their said she wii i
St{)l'ic. could dovive,

waoul [ m ke

And lest any should take exception against the dispossession 1 speake of. we must thu v e
afaga s Fe e

knowe that by all their bookes written of this aigumient, and nawmlye Mengus, his faga 1,500 aa:
Damonums, it doth plainlye appeare, that usually they are a day or rather daics, exor- wu would,

Mengus.
1 Jerome Mengus or Meng, a friar Minorite, in the end of the 16th century, published a treatise of Lxorasm,
in three parts, the first entitled [ Iugcﬂmn Demonum ; the second, Remedia ¢feacisseme tn malignos spiittus &

prilendos; the third, Fustes Diemonum in malignos spiritus cffugandos oppressis corporibus, doctrinam pulcherre
mam, et valde necessariam cxorcistis continens, My copy of thus saprent w orh 1s thut of Vewmce, 1599,
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cizing, adjuringe. charming againe and againe, and performinge the worthy rites and ce-
remcntes (wherot we shall by and by heare,) heforet he devil will be pleased to goe out.
Yea this. no Papist who herein nnderstandetl: any thinge, can or will deny ; wtich be-
ing¢ ~o, 1t should even heteby seemne that they have no such authorytie over spirits as the
apostles bad, and that the devils are not in any such subjection unto them, as they were
to the apostles. Againe, if they have, eandem illam potestatem, the very same power over
devills, which was by Christ given to his disciples, as they affirme, wherby they worke
this miracle dayly; how cometh it to passe tEat they doe not ordinarilie, (for extra-
ordinarilie, as tliey say, so it may be they doe in their lyinge wonders, wrought by the
effectual working of Satan,) as well worke other miracles as that; restore sight to the
blind, speach to the dumb, heale the sick, and raise up the deade? for these were joyn-
ed together in the same commission, as is expresslye noted by three evangelists. “ Jesus,
it is said, called his twelve disciples unto him, and gave them power against uncleaue
spitites, to cast them out, and to heale every sicknesse and every disease.” And againe,
a litle after, he saith unto them, * hecale the sicke, clens the leapers, raise up the dead,
cast out the devils,” wherby it appeareth that Christ bath coupled and inscparably join-
ed these thinges together: so as whosoever shall have the same power with the aposties
to cast ont devils, that is, with a worde, shall also have power with a worde to heale
diseases and rais up the dead; yea, who can be so devoide of reason as to doubt thereof,
if withal he remember, that to cast out devils is of miracles the greatest, as appeareth
by that speach of the seventy disciples, *“ Lorde, even the devills are subdued amnto us
through thy name,” as if they had szide, Lord, by vertue of that power which thou hast
given us, wee have not onlye healed the sicke, made the blindc to see, raised up the deade,
and done other great workes ; but that also, which is above and surpasseth them all,
we have cast the devills out of men, wherby we see that they are subject unto us, This
consydered, who seeth not, that forasmuch as nether their exoicists, pricsts, nor any
other in the popish church, have the same power with the apostles, by their anoynt-
inge to make the sicke whole, to make the Luli to goe, the bhind to see, the deate to
heare, the dumbe to speake, to raise up they dead, &c. that therefore also they huve not
the same power with them to cast out devils

And where the Jesuite affirmeth, that al belevers have the same power over wicked
sphits with the apostles; if it be so. why doe not every one of ther belevers exercis that
power when occasion is offred, but ouly ther exorcistes; agayn, were this so, all the
faithful shold have power also to work other miracls, as appeareth by the premises.
Now, I thinke, Thyreus will not saye, that every belever hath power to worke miracles,
considering that of St Paule, are all doers of miracles? have all the giftes of healinge?
The which, if he graunt, then must he lykewise confesse that all beleevers have not the
same power to cast out devills with the apostles. But, saith he,  sacre litere docent om-
n:bus fidelibus, ct.” the holy scripture teach this, for it is written, * Signa evs qui credide-
runt, hec sequentur, ct.,” these signes shall follow them which beleve, in my name they
shall cast out devils. If this scripture comprehend al belevers, and the power here given
shal continue as long as there shal be any to professe the faith of Christ, as thteJesuit
affirmeth, then shall every belever have likewise the gift of tongues, and be able, with-
out studie, to understand and speake any language, and power also to work miracles;
for it is not only said of these belevers, *“ that in Christe’s name they shall cast out de-
vils; but, besides, that they shall s?cakt with newe tongus, and shal take away serpents;
and if they shal drincke any deadly thinge, it shal net hart them ; they shall laye there
handes on the sicke, and they shall recover;” but this latter is false, as the Jesuite him-
felfe must needs confesse, and is evident also by the aforesaid place of scripture, (doe
al speake with tongues ;) and therefore the first also: wee are not then to take those
wordes, them that beleve, so generally; and to understand therby al them which have
fayth in Christ, as this doctor doth, but more strightly of these only which were indew-
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ed with the miraculous faith ; which gift and number of belevers continued in the church
but for a time, untill the gospell and doctrine of Chiist crucified, which was to the Gen- 711,14 19,
tils both a new and foolish doctrine, had got among them entertainment. 0y

But to returne to the Rhemists former glossc, 1t is there to he observed also, that they
accounte theie castinge forth of devills for a miiacle; and why so, T pray you secinge
by their own confession, their exorcists cast them out by the meane of tasting and
praier, besides sundiie toyes and fooleries of their own coyning they add thetunto. Are Fyther in the
you, that stand so much upon your miracles, building as 1t were your taith and religion o o S

ITCorn 3,54

; : p > thelre anno-
thereon, ignorante herein, That it is no miracle, be the wotke never so wonderfull, tations upou

which 1s done by an ordinaiie meanes appointed of God theito, If hetheito you have " ¢®
bene ignorant hereof, disdaine not to leaine it nowe at the length, out of that hath bene
said before in this behalfe,
If it should be granted, that to dispossesse devills by the meanes of praier and fast-
inge is a muracle ; and that you only have power as to woike other miracles, so to cast
forth devills ; yet why affirme you so confidently, that hereticks can never do any mi-
racle, (you meane, I am sure, such as yours are,) to confirme there false faith? Is 1t not
plain by the 18 of Deut. that falsz prophets may and shal woike miracles; and that to
the ende to bringe men from the true worshipe of God to wdoldtiie, and therefore to
confirme their false faith and religion® It there mise among you, saith Moses, “a po-
phet, or a dreamer of dreams, and give thee a signe or wonder; second, and the sign and
the wonder which he hath told thee com to passe, saing, let us go after other gods, which
thou has not knowen, and let us serve them : third, thou shalt not harken unto the wordes
of the prophet; but that piophet, or that dremer of dreams shalbe slaine, because he
hath spoken (and given his signes and wonders) to turne you awaye fiom the Lord your
Giod, to thrust thee out of the way wheiin the Lord thy God commanded thee to
walke.” And Christ doth foretell us, that before his coming to judgment, « their shal Matke 13 22.
arise false Christs and falsc prophets, and shal shew signes and wonders ; or, as Mathew Math, 21, 21.
saith, great signes and wonders.” And that they should worke these miracles to con-
firme ther false and antichristian faith, appeareth by the wordes following: “ 10 d=-
ceive (saith Christ) if it were possible, the very elect.” As it he had said, great miracles
shal false Christs and false prophets worke betore the last day, that so they maye con-
fitme their false and antichristian doctrine, and make semblance that they are true and
of God, therby to perswad men to beleve the same, and so deceive them, even the very
electe, if it could be.  Yea, mn the second epistle to the Thessalonians, 1t is sctt downe Chap. 2.0
for a marke to hnowe and discerne antichrist by, that his comminge is with all power,
and signes and lying wonders; and that this he should doe to confirme his false faith, cuap. 2. 9.
appeareth by the wordes following, where it is sayd, that he should doe these miiacles
in al deceivablenes of unrightcousnes. And againe, God shal send them strong delu-
sions, that they should beleve lies, that is, lying and false doctrine. The very same
with this we reade in the thirteenth of the Revelations, where the beast which came out
of the earth, meaninge antichrist, is sawl to do great wonders, so that he made ficr to
come dbwne from heaven on the earth, in the sight of men, and deceived them that
dwel on the earth by the signs which were permitted him to do. How then, say the
Romanists, and with what truth, that hereticks, to contirme their false faith, can nevei
doe any miracle ? That false prophets and falsc Christs are heriticks, that I knowe you
wil not denye; that Moses, m the law, and Christ in the gospell, speaketh of such tine
miracles as you doe, and such, it is cleare, you by these wordes meane, 1t 1s most suic.
And here by the waye, what cause hath the church of Rome thus to vaunt of the mi-
racles wrought in her; aledging the same as a mightie confirmativn of the tiuth of Ler
doctiine, and some singuler priviledge bestowed upon her? Surely no more then the
roge hath cause to bragg of the hole m lus care, or the theife of his bumnt hande; tor
as these be certaine and mfallible signes of a rogue and thete, so muacles wiought by
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Satan (and such arc the Papists miracles) are a most certaine and infallible marke of the
adversarie to Christ, whom wee.call antichrist ; as he then is rather out of his witts then
in his nght mind, that being for his theft burnt iu the hande, will boast therof'; so had
not Sathan bewytched that whore of Rome, and deprived her of her judgmente and
understandinge, shee woulde never boast of her miracles, cousidering they make much
against her, even to witnese that their pope 1s that antich_risl_ which shoulde come, and
their 1eligion false and aotichiristian. Aund where you intimate here, and els where

mhem ot up- aftirme, that howsoever hereticks may happely be able to woike miracles to some other

on wurke .38 wnde, as to canfirme some article of the faith or truth of God, wherm they agree with
you; yet not to confirme their false taith therby, that you see will not avail you, con-
sideringe that the former testimonies of seripture, chrectlye m expiesse wordes (as wce
have heard) atfirme and teach the contrarye.

Howsoes er then, heritickes can not prove their false and erronious doctrines by the
scriptures, yet they may worke miracles to confirme the same, \yhvrhy it is evident, that
whilest they Papistes stand and contend for the priviledg of dispossessinge of uncleane
spirits the which they artogate to themselves as pecularly belonging unto them, and
denye to all others ; they shewe themselves in the meane season to be possessed with a
foule spirit of error.

And howsoever ‘1 hyerus hath likewise this aforesaid addition, saying, “wunquam al
hominum corporibus, ct.,” heriticks shall never be able to expell devils out of the bodies
of men, whensoever and as often as ever they shall assay i, to confirme thein doctime
which they professe ; yet by the argument he presently addeth, he seemeth to prove

m'::';;*:f" the gencral without any such restramt. For, he first saith, “ Siana cos, qui credutcrint, 1.

sect, 4. These signs shall followe them which beleve. In my name they shall cast out diviles ;
but heriticks are not in the number of belevers, therfore they aie not able to diive
away dewills, by any power of Chnist communicated unto them, A sccond agument is,
we never read them to have expelled devills. And, a third is, 1t 1s 1cported in Instones,
that they have often bene deluded when they have gone about to caste out devills,
wheiby it is cleare that they denye to us all expulsion of devils, to what end soevcr 5 and
meane, that, if at any time in our church, spirites be cast out of some, it is by the power
of Sathan, as appeareth in the end of the saide chapter.

These thinges well considered, who sceth not that they mighttilye freind the Papistes,
and strengthen them in this grosse error and brage of thews, which contend for the
counterfeiting of Somers, Darlimg, Katharine Wright; and confidently deny the seven
in Lancashire, to have bene eyther dispossest or yet possest with devils ¥ Doe not such
doe them as great a pleasure theirin as posible men can ? and give them occasion to sport

De Dmeron.  themselves about our dispossession of devils, as T hyreus doth full swetly concerning

i B0t By uther’s dispossessing ? May not they with some face of honestie and truth, publishe
in their writings, that our toimer possessed persons did mearlt counterteite a possession,
and were not possessed, much lesse dispossessed ? sceing the same is openlye mayntain-
cd among us, even in our courts ; and that by great prelats, one of the persones pos-
scssed, (I meane Thomas Darling,) imprisoned, and such as God used in the disposses-
sing of them, suspended, imprisoned along time, theere also used more strightlye then
other prisoners, then felons, murtherers, trators ; in a worde, so handled and dealt with,
as no table deccivers and malefactors. Wheras, on the other side, had weeacknowledged
this worke of God wrought divers times, and upon sundrie persons among us; and la-
boured withall to have manifested the truth therof, insteade of obscuring it, as in deutye
we ought ; then would undoubtedlie the Papistes have herein bene ashamed and con-
founded in themselves, for the greate vauntes and arrogant bragges they have here
about in many of their books, given out and scattercd.

But seemnge the Romanists glory so much in the dispossession of devils, let us a litle
examine the same, and sce whether it be altogether with them, as they beare the world
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in hand it is, wher they must first knowe that it is not denied or doubted off by us, hut
graunted, that by their exorcists and exorcising, the possessed among them have easc
and dchiverance from the cvil spirits formerlie vexing and possessing them; but the
doubt and question is, whether the cast and drive out Satan. For my owne parte, I
will not denye, but that a true deliverance of the possessed may be in the papacie ; for,
when I consider that possession with deviles is a temporal judgment, and that the
bunmuliation of Ahab, an idolater, a man also that had sould hmsclfe to woike wicked-
nes, prevailed so fari with the Lord, to spare him aud his sonne concerninge the tem- b e
porall judgment, which the Lord had before thieatned and pronounced by lus prophet
to bring upon him and his posteritie, I cannot sce why the like humiliation pertormed
by a papiste and an idolater may not obtain the like, I meane a corporall blessinge of
the Lord, or the iemoving of a temporall judgement.  Yet notwithstanding, when, on
the other side, I Lurne my eye to the meanes they nuse, I cannot but thinke, that when
their possessed aie helped, they spirites are not cast out, but of themselses goe forth, as
servinge gicatly for their owne advantage, and upholdinge of there kingdome of durk-
nes amongst them.  But what are the meanes they use in the dispossessinge of evil spi-
tites? Even these, as appeareth by Thyreus, First, The myocation of the name of Jesus,
wherby he doth not meaine invocation or prayer, but the often mentioninge of the wan capiniz
name Chiist, specially Jesus, which bare naine is gmevious to the divil; and hath great
power in it, saith he.  Second, The use of holy relicks.  Third, Using the signe ot the
crosse.  Pourth, The use of conscerat things, as holy water, hallowed salt, bicad, drinke,
&c. Fifth, Exorcisms.  Now, how can one imagine that thesc, or any of them, should
be of force to expell Satan, sceing they are not onlye such as weare not appoynted of
God thenunto, but also in his woirde condemned, as offensive to his Majestie, and un-
lawfull at all to be used ; and are, besides, in themselyves most vaine, and such as in the
usinge wherot the devill cannot but take pleasure.  As touchinge the four first meaes
here specified, T doubt not but that all men of sound judgment will, with one consent
and vouee, saye with me, that they cannot possible be effectuall to diive out Sathan, how-
soever they may (peradventure) serve to intise him out.  The question then is ol tne
fyfte, their exorcismes, which is also the cluefe, and that which they most trust unto
and 1elye upon.
To passe hy the unlawfulnes of their adjuringe the spirits, in that they have no such
giufte nor authority over uncleane spinites given them, as the apostles had, (from whom
they fetch it,) as hath bene shewed; and also the untawfulnes of the contmual speach
or communication which with the divils they have, when they exorcise, contrare to
the practise of the holy apostle, yea, of Christ Jesus himselte, who, when the divill
speake, bad him hold his peace, and come out of him.  To passe by these, T say, and
not to alledg them against ther exorcizinge, I aflirme, that there exorcismes are so (5 !¢ 1%
palpable, impious, vaine, foolish, and ridiculous, that it cannot be imagined that therby, bk . 5.4
the divils are, or cannot be compelled to goe out of men.  And that every on may be
the better assured heieof, I will set downe the titles of sundrie of their adjurations in
there exorcismes, every of which conteineth the summe or eftect of the whole adjura-
tion following ; and therefore, must nedes be sutable to these, yca, nothing but the
same set downe at jarge and in more wordes.

Hic exorcista ponat manum secram super caput vevati, ect.
Hic aspergatur agua benedicta sujnr vhsessum, ect. nhe
i
Here let the exorcist lay his holy hand of the head of the possessed, aud when he
bath tied the stole to the necke of the possessed with three knottes, say, &c.
Here let holy water be sprinkled upon the possessed. i
Here let him say certaine gospelles, with his handes upon the head of the possesscd.
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Here let the exorcist commaund the divils, that with their knees bowed, and head,
they worshipe the Holy Trnitie thrice smitting the footstoole or giound with their
head, without huiting the possessed, which being done, let him begime to adpne them,
And whasoever in the exorcismes he shall find the signe of the ciosse, he iust alwayes
siene the possessed m the torhead.

Heie let them aske their proper mames, &c. If he will not answere, or refuse to
obay, let the exorcist, with very sharpe wordes, commaundements and adjuiations ite-
rated, require obedience, threatninge to thrust hun downe into hell, presently upou his
goemng forth of the body,

Here must the exorcist anger the devils as much as he can with 1eproches, injuiies,
all which with grcife the induic”.

Here let the exorcist compell the divels to goe out, but if they will not obay, let
him write their names, and then fellows in a like scroule of paper, and buine them in
ficr that 1s blessed, for these things are very gicvous unto them, because the aie to
their shame, and to put them m mind of hell fier.

Hee, it the spiut will not obay, take fier and bumstone, being both blessed, and
halowed, and cause the possessed, will he, nil he, to behold m the smoake over the
said fiie and biimstoue until he tell you the truth m all things which are nedfull for
the dehverance of the possessed.

Heie let the exorcist goe about to knowe their names and the propeities of the di-
vils which are in the body possessed.

Here why, or for what cause they doe not depait.

Here demaund for what cause they did enter n.

Here, if they will not goe out, put rue in the nostiels of the possessed.

Here let the exoicist indevour to get out the tiuth fiom the divill possessing, as
well by an oath as by severe thieats.

Here let the exorcist learne of them, with what words they aic most tormented ;
that so he may the better knowe to apply fit 1emedics agamnst them.

Heie let the exorcist ashe the proper names of the divil. It so be that he can
not know them, let him give them scornfull names, winch are most gresous to the
divils.

Here moche them with revelinges, injuiies, and the remembrance of thire sal-

Theywal smoak vation.

Sk, Here demaund how the divils may thence be expelled by the power of God ; and if

lave him out.  they will not tell the truth, make 2 smoake of stinking thinges.
Here let him put salt into water in the forme of a ciosse. saymnge, &c.
He that thinketh that by the aforesaid iites and ceremonies, Satan can be expelled,
as by burning thir pames in hallowed ficr, by heulding the possessed i the smok, over
Thee we  fyer and brimsion, being blessed, and the rest of those we have heaide, and such others.
teachethws, — He | say, that thus thivketh, and is so ignorante and sottish, or brutish in his under-

lLow we may

xnow ifon be Standing, lett him be so still, neither will any thinge availe with lum ; and to the sest
possessed.  who see the unspeakable follye and vanitie of them, it is needlesse to say any thinge
mote. 1 will therfore leave the Papists, and proceed to some other use.

' The Protestant divines had recouise to this expedient as well as the Catholic exorcists, for, in the case of
the Survey Demonine, Richard Dugdale, who had committed himself to the devi] for the pleasure of out-daucing
s companious &t a wake, the dissenting clerzyman who nttended him thus gibed the foul fiend.

“ What, Satan! 15 this the dancing thut Richard gave himself to thee for ? &c. Camst thou dance no better?
&c. Ransack the old records of all past, times and places in thy memory : Canst thou not there find out some
better way of trampling ¢ Pump thine investion dry ; rannot thet umversal seed-plot of subtile wiles and stratae
gems spring up one new method of cutting capers t Is this the top of shill and pride, to shufile feet, and bran-
dish knees thus, and to tnp hke a doe, und skip like a squiires? And wheremn differs thy leapings fiom the hop-
pings of u frog, or the bouncings of a goat, or triskings of a dog, or gesticulations of a monkey ¥ And cannot &

palsy shiske puch a loose leg as that 7 Dost thou not (wirl bke o calf that hath the tuen, and twitch up thy heughs
just bike a springhalt tat 2 -
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For a seconde use, we have here to informe our judgment in the disceruing of the
ossessed, if we desire to knowe whether such a on whom we suspecte to be possessed,
I:c o or not, we have before in the reporte and handlinge of this worke, to salisfic us
therein; for give me a man of whose possession you doubt, and if it be so with him
that he is greavously vexed, and often times and that on the sudden, by fits, or at cer-
tain times, and yet not huit theiby, thoughe he offer much violenee unto linselfe,
and doe that which in reason and nature should greatly burt him, hut is as wel present-
ly after as before the fitt : speaking in bis said tytts (if he use any speache at all) he
knoweth not what, nor can afterwards cal to minde, and uttering sometimes such
speaches as savour not of the spirit of man, but excellently sure, and agre with the
nature of a wicked spitite: who gnasheth also sometimes with his teeth, walloweth,
fometh, is oft cast unto fier and water, and sheweth in somie ot his fits extieordmane
and supernatural strength and knowledg ; theu in such case, you have not so much
man as the seniptur and God him self, who can not deceive you, resolvinge your doubte,
and pronouncinge him possessed with an unclean spirit.  But i it go not thus for the
most paite (though not altogether) with your suspected partie, then judge you oiber-
wisc, and free him of the suspition therof.

Besides, if the parttie he troubled with strange sights and visions, if in his fits he
have in his belly vay stiange and  supernaturall swellings, if som times his armes and
legs be as stiffe, inflexible, and heavie as iron, his body as heavie as so much leade, his
mouth drawne awrye to his car, his tongue thrust strangely oul, o retorted backwards,
speakinge so, or at least without that instrument of spcache or lippes, with his mouth
wide open, it his eyes stare fearefully, his face sett bebinde, his bones thrust out and
into their proper joyntes, if he be deprived of his sences, now seeing, now blynde, now
hearinge, nowe dcafe, if he be ordinary in his fits, without fceling, also som times
speachlesse, som times likewise cating and drinkinge unsatiably, at other times ta-
kinge no foode at all for certaine days together, and it other such strange accidents be-
sides, and against natuie fall out, whercof we have heard at large; then, forasmuch
as in expenence these thinges have Lene seene in those which were possessed, you
may therby be further confirmed in his possession,

Thirdly, out of the premises we are 1o learne what to do in case we s€ 0N POSSCSS= Tie . use 10ine
ed, what counsell and advise to give, when any such thing shal fall out, that for the strucic w. con-
curinge of this unuaturall, or rather supernatuall disease, for it cometh not from na- i 5 v 1
ture, bul somthinge els, even a supernaturall power within on, I meane the divill; no pseson
hetbes, potions, or other natural medicins, must be used or applied, which God hath
appointed for diseases of another kind, but the supernaturall medcine of praier, and if
that prevail not for the curinge of the partie thus discased, we must tahe another of
the sam kind, but more soveraigne, which is fasting and praier; and therby we doubt
not but that the patient shall be healed, if God hath appoynted that the paitie so dis-
cased shall recover, as certainlyas one sick of a natural disease, by the applyinge of the
best medicine ; because it is the meanes or medicyne which the Lord himselfe, the
best phtsition, hath ordained therunto.

Fourthly, the bates Satan ordinarily useth to catch men with, are to be observed by Wee arehere
the way, which eycher arc some fare promise, or feareful threat: to Evah he said, jan vy
“eate, atMl your eys shall be opened, and yee shall be as gods, knowing good and the dev? v
evil;” and hereby was Evah snared, as appeareth by verse 6. and to Christ he said, vt o wee
“ All these will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down, and worship me:" on the other side slkvyle heurs
to Cain he sugested, “ that his punishment was gicater than le could beare:" and to Ge. 5. 5. .
Judas, that he had sinned sg greavouslye in betrayinge innocent bloude, that it could e
not be pardoned, wherupon he went and hanged himselfe. ' . Math. 2. 4, 5

Thus he delt with those possessed persons, making them faire promiscs of silver,
gould, &c. so that he might enter, and threatninge to lﬁstroy them if they woulde not

VoL, 111, 2u
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consente ; and alter this manner he dealeth with us all, in the temptations wherwith
he continually assaulteth us ; somtimes, yea, usually setting befoie our eyes the plea-
sure of that simne he mtiseth us unto; if that will not setve his tuine, (as for the most
pait it doth) then goeth he anether way to worke, by callinge to our remembrance ou
smnes past, aggravating them everye waye he possiblye can: as, by the muumerable
multitude of them, the greatnes of them, in that they have been committed against
God, so greate and worthy a person, after knowledge, yea, after some repentance and
vowes made to God to the contiary, and by other such hke circumstances; of these
baites, let us in the feare of God, and love of our owne soules, take heed, for as these
children, if they had given their consente upon the persuasion of the spirits, undoubt-
edly they had e“t{.’l’et%ll'lt() them, and possessed them corporally ; so sureli if Satan,
thus assaltinge us, we yeelde, and give assente unto him, Eg then enteteth into us and
gossesscth us spiritually : for marke what is sayd of Judas: the divill put intothe hart of
udas to betraye Chuist, there is Sathans suggestion, and that this motion mght the ra-
ther prevaille, together withall (nodoubt) he set before himn (betage covetous)the rewarde
woulde be gyven him for the same; also, how acceptable a thinge 1t woulde be to
the Scribes and Pharnisees, who were the cheit amonge the Jewes, and their governors,
and what great favour and grace he shoulde therby obtaine at thir hands, and the plea-
sure of both these, Judas considered of these thinges, and in the ende (bange alured
by these bailes) resolved to betraye Christ Jesus; and there it is sayd Satan entied in-
to him ; and thys, as 1t s amore common, so it is a worsse kinde of possession, then this
of the childrens, and not so easily and quickly cured . let us therfore so much the more
beware of it, and of giving consent to Satans tempting, wherby only it 1s compassed ;
for let Satan tempt never so much and ofien, yet if we yelde not to his temptations,
but, as Christ did, by the word resist them, he cannot enter; for being resisted, assaith
James, he will flee: this also is shadowed out unto us, and to be scene m this worke
of God, for the spinits being resisted, and not consented unto, they after a while give
dlace, and vanish away.
And here not unfitly we may remember the lyinge and deceit of the devill; he bare
the above named possessed peisons in hande, a litle after there dispossession, that if
they would consente unto him in that he desired, he would give them what they coulde
desue, silver, gould, &c. 1 abundance, and made as it were a tendcr thereofunto them.
On the other side, if they denied him his 1equest, he woulde then surely destroye them.
Now, who seeth not that Satan herein did but lye and deceive, for thoughe in appeai-
ance, yet in truth, there was neyther silver nor gold, silkes, nor velvet, and hath a bone
of any of them since that time bene broken? or so much as an heare of one of then
heades perished ? No, verely. Thus he lyed unto and cozened our grandmother Evah,
making her believe, that ¢ shee should not die at all,” and that if she did eate of the
forbidden fruite, she shoulde be equall with God, and of as greate knowledge and un-
derstanding as be. In like manner, he lyed to our blessed Saviour, and would thereby
have deceived him, if it had layen 1n his power, but he had nought in him. ¢ When
bie had shewed Jesus all the kingdomes of the warlde in the twinkeling of an eye, he sayd
unto him, all this power will I give thee, and the glori of thes, for that is delivered unto
me, and to whom soever I will, I give it. If thou, therfore, wilt worship me, they shall
be ail thme:” Wherin the devill Iyed; for though hie be prince and god of this world,
becaus the greatest part of this world, yea all the worlde, a little flocke excepted, are
ruled by him, and, as his subjects,doe homage unte him, being the children of disébe-
dience, yet hath he not of his dwne so nuch as a pile of grasse, for Chixist is heire
of the world. In lyke sorte, he dealeth contynually with us, alwayes lyinge end
cogging unto us, tellinge us, this pleasiwe will come by this sinne, arid: this ure
by that sinne, therby entistag us to cornmit that sinne, wherip he doth sothmg but
lye and deceive; for, oftentimes, when a man hath comitted tge sinne; he isFrustrated
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and disapoynted of the pleasure he sett before him, and wherby he was drawen uanto
that sinne, as Absolom went without the pleasures of a kingdom, which Satan had

tickled him with, and promised upon his insurrection against his father, and all the ®

theifes which upon their thefte have been-apprehended aud hanged ; but if he be not,
yet the * fruit and issue therof will be death.” In that pleasure the harte eyther is o1
hath cause to be soiowfull, because ‘¢ the end of that mirth is heavinesse.” So that
stil he dealeth craftely with us, and like a cogener and deceavour as he is, 8. Paull saith
of himselfe, that sinne deceved him, and therby slew him; the same may be as fitly
and truly saide of the divill, that by his subtilt: he deceiveth and enticeth us to the
commitinge of sine, and thereby slayeth us. Seinge then it is so, let us bewaie of Satan,
his intisments, and labour to spie out his deceite in the sinne he persuadeth us unto;
let us neither be inticed with his vaine alurements, nor terrified with his threats; so
shall we, together with the sinne, escape the devuuringe and destruction he thern
meerlye intendeth and aymeth at.

Fiftly, Here is shadowed ocut unto us the greate diligence Satan useth to recover
such as be once delivered out of his power ; for presently after hits ejection out of those
in Lancyshire, and their delyverie out of his handes, he was so eger and busie about
them, that for a tune we (that then laye in the bowse where they were) could neither
eate without interruption, nor scante take our rest, and no diligence day nor night, (save
that he stayed sowmetimes for his best opportunitie) nor fyet meanes was wantinge, untill
he had recovered Somers. The reason why he did so for a litle scason only, and hath
not continued his selycitinge them in that manner untill this day, and so forwarde, is
not through any sloughtfulnes in him, or for wante of any will or desire in him, as
though he 1cgarded not greatly the inhabitinge and vexinge of man in his bodye, spe-
tially them out of whome he hath bene cast, for the contrary is evident by holy
scripture; but because the time of his returning in that maunner, and sencible molestinge
of tl:;em out of whom he hath bene cast, is limmited and set downe unto him, which
he may not passe. Is Satan so diligent (all the time alotted unto him) in compassinge
an cntrance into the body, and will he use no diligence, and take no paines, for the
windeinge of himself into the soules of men? Yes, verily, yea, by howe much more he
desireth the tormentinge of the bodie and soule of inan n bell for ever, then the vex-
inge of him in his body in this present hfe for a litle season, which is mote then 1 can
expresse, by so much more desireth he the possessinge of man'’s soule and continuance
therin, which leadeth therunto above the corporall possession. How frequent then and
diligent is he in temptinge or movinge of us to evill at the time granted unto him of
God to that ende, which is duringe our life? Can his diligence and watchfulues be ex-
sressed, or the manifold assaltes and times wher in he so assaiteth us, be reckoned up ?
{\Io, verly. And tius the worde of God telleth us a little more plainly, when it saith,
“ the devill, our adversarie, as a roaringe lion walketh out, seeking whom he may de-
veure.” He seketh, he walketh about us, yea, as the lion after his prey. 'The Lorde
said soptime unto Satan, “ whence comest thou? from compassinge the carth (said he)
to and"fro, and from walking in it.” Whersoever then weare whilest we remamme upon
earth, Satan compasscth us, and besetteth us on every side, that he may wounde us
when and where be secth us naked and unarmed; and as thus he deth with all men, so
spetially with these he hath lost, and have bene taken out of his possession, whether
corpuralt or spirituall; on. them he rageth, and foweth, against them he i§'stark mnad,
tofecover them he wilt hringe out al his packe of subtilties, § Simon, Simon, (sad
our Saviour) Sathan. hath desired you to winowe you .as wheatd * And we be once
disciples, espetially if we be of the apostles sucessors, though not apostles, then Satan
putteth up his request unto Grod, that he inay have the sifting of us. Thus we sce what
the devill6ur adversarie doth foy -his parte, what cate, what watchfulues, what dili-
genee, sehigt paines, he taketh to bringgus to destruction ; and will not we mndevour the
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Yike to preserve our selves from the same? Is Satan continually assalting vs, (whchis
shadowed out unto us in this worke of God) and will not we continually 1esist, sceinge
resisted he will the? When Peter telleth us of the diligence and nature of this our
.:s;:::s : : adversarie, .he therupoun inferreth this,  be sober, therefore, and watch.” By how much
Math 26. 41 moie malitious, strong, cruell, subtle, and watchfull to take us at advantage the enimy
;.:::"'41-': 97 15, by so much the more had we neede to be circumspect and walchtull, that the enimy
Acie 6 14 gett no advantage. Al men bad nede, day and mght, to watch and praye, lest they
¥ hm. 2 %6 enter into temptation, ever resistinge. stionge in the taith, and never consenting, no not
in hart, for then ¢ we give place to the divil,” but espetially, and abuve others, they
who have bene delivered out ot the power and possession of Sathan, and translated into

the kingdome of God and Christ Jesus.
et ke Sixtly, Hereby we may perceive, * whereunto they divils are naturally given or
the nawre of  caried by the instinct of their nature now corrupted,” even to blaspnenue against God,
the doub and 6 swareing, lymge, uncleanes, deceit, and generally to all manuer of imquity, which
L“h;'.t".:?.:ﬂﬂu accordeth excellently with that is said of themn in !.1915' scriptuie, and the titles given
’ * them their, where they are tearmied blasphemous spirits, lying spits, uncleauc spints,
subtle spuits, (in that the devil is called the old serpent) and wicked spnits. And
this, because they are therunto given, and whollye caticd of thamescses by thete
nature. 2. Because of the effect and operation they worke i men, stuinmge up and
it'm}')t'mge them to these and all other sinues continuallye, and himgmge thon daily
forth in they children of disobedience; and heicby we may casilye knowe to wlom
we belonge, and whose children we are, whether we be the sonnes of God or the ¢inl-
Rev. 2 9, dren of the divill.  TFor doth not nature isclre teach us, that their s a certame simili-

Johin B, 4. . %] .
sath. 12,43, tade and liknes betwene the tuther and the child® and this is not onlyc true ol the

s *‘9'“;!;: naturall father and clald, but much more true of the spintuall fatha and s cluld, as
2. 3. 19, appeareth by the holy scripture.  And thatore it is, that tlns speach 1 so often used
Tons o "% by the Lorde himselfe: “ Be yee holy, for Iam holy.” And that S John saith, ** If
e knowe that he 18 righteous, knowe ye that he wiieh doth nghteously, s borne of

f;im.” Aund again, “ God is light. If then we walk m the light, as he s i the hght,

we have felawship with the father, and with Ins sonne Jesus Chnst ” And againe,

“every on that loveth is borne of God, and knoweth God, for God 15 love.” And Chnst

saith, * love your enimies, due goud to them that hate you. that ye may be the chil-

dien of your father that is in heven, for he maketh his sunne to anse on the evill and

the good, and sendeth raine on the just and unjust.” And presently after, * ye shal

be perfite as your father which is in heven i3 perfite.” And on other side, conceinmge

the other spirituall father, it was to this purpose to some of his childien, smd som-

times by our Saviour Christ: “ ye doe the workes of your father, ye are (therefore) of

your father the divil, and the lust of your fatherve will doe;” because alsv of this Joba

saith : “ he that committeth sinne is of the dewill ;” and why? “ for the devill sinneth

from the beginning " Both these our Saviour teacheth in twoo wordes; “1 speake that

which 1 have sen¢ with my father, and ye doe that which ye have ‘sene with your

father,” intimatinge this for the reason thereof’; that so 1t is, and otherwise canfiot be,

becaus the sclirituall childe followeth, and can not but followe the disposition of the

spirituall father, so as looke how the father is affected and given, whether 1t be God or

the devill, even so is the childe, and must nedes e, because, heinge a childe, he is par-

taker of his father’s nature, whethey it be divine er divilish; and otherwise he is mo

child: and therefore, beinge of the selfe same nature, they must needes be aftected

alike; 80 as whatand whowm the vme loveth, hateth, &c. the other will doeso likewise.

Here upon it necessarily and inevitably followeth, that as they are the sonnes of God,

who as God ('mﬁn'ltelyg so'they (accordinge fo there measure) are holy, righteons, in

the light, in love, yes, lovinge there enémies, and doinge goort to them which hate

them, ct. strivinge also daily to be more holy, righteous, ct, that so they might beper-
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fecte, as is there heavenly Father: As such, Isaye, which have this image, similitud aud
sta of G d set upon them, and shininge in all there speaches, actions, and thoughts,
arc“m: children of God, yea, all such, and none but such, becaus of his children only ¢
he hestoweth this spirit, that is, these gifts of the spirit. According to that of the
apostle, *“ as many as are led by the spirit of God, they are the sounes of God,” so as
they deceive themselves, which wantinge, * this spirit of Godand Christ,” toiead them
into the holy aud righteous waies of God, are yet, notwithstandinge, perswaded that
God is there tather, and they bis children ; even so they who, in there speaches, actions,
and thoughts, represent the divil, and have his stampe or image upon them, beinge
together with him given to blasphemie, swearinge, lvinge, uncleannes, deceit; in a
word, Lo the commiting of sine, are the children of the devil, and have him for their
father; and they doe greatly deceive themselves, which, doinge the same works with
the devill, and being ruled by his spirit, do nevertheles hope that God is thew father.
Let every on of us then compare our selve with another, and serioushiec examine our- ppp. ¢ ©
selves, and consider whom wee are most hike, whom in our workes we most resemble,
God or the divill, tor certainlie to him we belong to whom we are likest, and he 1s our
father,
But here you must not so take me, as though T ment that whosocver maketh a lie,
useth an oath, commiteth any uncleanes, at any time deceiveth bis neighbour i bar-
gammng, is the child of the divill.  God foilnd! for Noah, Lot, David, aud Peter,
simned grevously against God, and yet were his children 5 and there are amongst us
no doubte which have there slippes and falles, and yet are God's childien. 1L 15 uot
then the comnuttinge of a sinne, although it be a hainous sinve, which argueth the
child of the dewall  But the * serving ot sinne,” and ** obaying it in the lusts thereof,”™ Rom. 4. 14.
when dathan stirreth up in man a lust after lying, swearing, adultery, decceit, and other riipighy
transgressions of the lawe; and hee forthwith willingly aud very readily faileth to put
the same in practice, and thus not only once or twice, but usually doth the woikes of
the divel, such a oune, saith Christ, is of his father the divell.  Aund yet, howsoever the
faliinge into some hainous transgression proveth not one to be the child of' the divill,
yet such slipe or fall giveth the child of God just cause not only of weeping, but, with Joun s, 41
Peter, to weepe bitterly.  In that, he after so great grace received, (even the spirit of
Giod, I meane the spirit of adoption and sanctification, which God bestoweth upou bis puke 22, 62,
children only) shall so highly offend him, who hath bene so good and gratious unto him, };‘:‘ILI_“N"h i
recomipencing him with evill for his unspeakable good, and therhy also greatly dis- Rom. .21,
honermge God, and causinge s holy name to be blasphemed and evill spoken ofl
Neither must any so understand me as though | meut, that all those which are now
the childien, and under the power ot the dewill, should certainly goe unto the devill,
and have the lake which buineth with fire and brimstone for their portion, and by
consequent all such as are before described, for be who is the divil’s child, and captive
unto Satan to day, may be to morrowe the sonne of God, and delivered out ot that
spintuall bondage; yea. very sure it is, that in his inwarde and spitituall estate and
condRion this happie chauge shall be, it he chaunge and alter bis conditions, and be
* a newe creature,” so as * old thinges being passed away, all things become new” with
him ; havinge a new minde, and a new hart, (which is, when he hath new thoughtes cor.15 1.
and new affection,) which will carry with them the body and all the members thereof,
and make them pewe Jikewise ; so as hee shall have newe cyes, new eares, 2 new
tongue, new hands, &c. every one of these, and the rest of the members, according to lus
severall office.or duty, performing newe, that is, other and better thinges, then m for-
mer times hee did, man chaumging or being thus chaunged; he is therwith traml;}ted
from Sathan unto God, and frem being his child, to be adopted into the number of the
sonues of God, baving this priviledge and dignity bestowed upon him in Chiist, whome %) 15
by faith he hath receaved ; or, as S. Paul saith, ** he is turned from darkness into light, 1 rw. 2, v,
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and from the power of Sathan, (under which we are all by nature, and until this turn.
mg be) unto God ;" and elsewhere, to the same effect, dehivered “ out of the snare of
the divell, of whom wee are taken prisoners Lo do his will.” into the glorious liberty of
the sonnes of God. So as heneeforward he is no mote a bande-slave unto Sathan, “and
a stianger and forriner unto God, and aliant from the commonwealth of Isiael,” but one
‘“ uf the houshold of God, and a citizen with the saints,” even of the greate and holy
city newe Jerusalem, into the which entreth none but these newe and holy creatures
tor whome only God, the builder and maker thereof, hath prepared it.

It any object, all the children of God shall certainly be saved according to that
scuipture, * If we be children, we are also heires, even the hewres of God and heires
annexedawith Christ.” Therefore, whosoever be the divel's children, (and so they betore
described to be such) shall certainlye be damed : I answer, that if man, being the child
of the divel, could not possibly become the child of God, as he who is once the sonne
or daughter of God, can never after be the childe of the divel ; then the reason folow-
ed, and whosoever 1s the childe of the divel, should be condemned: but that beinge
most false, the other followeth not thereof at all. This then I atfirme, that whosoever
aie the divels children, (which are all they who are given to blasphemy, sweanng, lying,
cursing, filthy communication, to speake evill of them which aie in aucthority, to rail-
mge, slaundermg, to hatred, espeaially of the brethren, to adultery, fornication, un-
cleannes, deceit, defranding one an other in bargaiming, and other workes of the divell,
and continue therein, livinge and dyinge such) shall indeede goe to the divell, their
father, and with him isherite hell fier prepared for the divel and his angels.

Furthermore, in observing the nature of the divel, we are to consider “ how he
standeth affected towards men,” how in his nature he is wholly cairied to hate man,
(tor when he hath lost him, he is not at quiet until he have recovered him, 1f 1t be pos-
sthle) to torment him and to destroy him. Now, who that is wise, will not be afiaid
1o fall into the handes of such a one, or rather of God, whose executioner the divel is.

It the divel deale thus with man, beinge sent forith of God to chastise hin for his
amendment, how will he intreat him, when he shall fall upon lum to execute the 1en-
geance to come? that 1s, the punishment which in justice is due unto man, and an-
swerable to all the dishonor he hath donne upon Eal't{I 1o the Lord of gloly. I, n the
former case, he cause such crying, gnashing of teeth, and tormenting, as we have heaid,
what crying, what gnashing of teeth, what tormenting shall there bee i the latter ?

‘Thus we see what an agrement there s betwixt the word and worke of God, as
couung both from the same anthor, and tendinge to the same end, even to make men
afraid 1o fall into the hands of the livinge God ; they both teach the same thing, the
oue more obscurely, the other more plainly. Why, now, will not wee rather take forth
this and such like lessons out of this work, and so make our us¢ and profit theiof] then
impugne and deuny the work, as many of us doe? When the Lurs, knowing mans
duines and backwardnes to learne, shall in regard thereof be content to instrect him,
not only by his word, but alse by his worke, (which sometime prevaileth a little with
man, w{\m his word will not) and that man is so fare from being taught and instricted
thereby, that he rejecteth sach kind of instroction, will the of can he possibly,
take that in good part?

Seventhly, It serveth excellently to confound our athemsts, whoe say not only with
the facle in their hart, that there is no (od, bm’mm Farther, affirming with
their blasphemons mouthes, but of that unspeakable folly and brutishnes of theirs, as
Kinge Pharach their prasdecessor didy Whe is the Lm'ée, that {.should hiian 7
These }mér gallants; who will have mo heaven, nor hell, no God, nor divel, sgy:
they to ihis work of that God whome they«ieny ? That there #y 2 divell, howgcan they
deny it, ““ﬁﬁ”'mke and effiects.of the divell in and upomshe bodye of Somery, (to
let the 7. in Lancashise and vther. gos) the running lumprsyhis supersstsime)l strehgth, .
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knowledge, waight in his body and members thereof, his speaking without the insiru-
mentes of speach, throwing into the fier without beinge burnt, his lying as dead conld
as ice, his face and hauds black, no breath comming from him, and thus sometime by
the space of an hout, with many more of this kind, will inforce them to confesse the
worke of the divell ; and by consequent that there is a divell, considering that these
things can not posibly come either from nature, or be donne by a:t, and that som cause
of these cffects there must needes bee, when they have donne what they can, except
they will leave this matter undecided; (whercunto the divel, and the corruption of
their natare will be ready to perswad them) they must in the ende sav, will thev, nill
they, and-others also with them, that the said strange accidents, and impossible to be
donne by man, came and were donne by the divel, there being no other cause to be
found, and that Somers therein was a mere patient.

For to deny the matter of fact, that these things were done, or rather suffered by
Somers, is plaine Englishe to say, that the 17 persons which have deposed the same are
perjured, and not only they, but about 13 more deposed after, in the whole, about 50,
whercot 7 be preachers; the which, if some skamles body shoulde not spare to atfirme,
yet that will not helpe, seinge there are hundreds more redy to avouche the same upon
ther othes, and to be so forsworne as are the former. Remember, also, that [ delivered
to the commissioners a bill of about 60 persons, who were redy to be deposed, a suffi-
cient number, I thinke, for the provinge of any cause, concerning cither God or man.
1f inoughe have not witnessed this matter upon their oathes, there are yet good store
remaining, if they were but called thereunto; and, in the meane season, som credit
would be given o the bare affirmation of Christians, or els it gocth amisse with all our
historiographers and there bookes. It is then a most shamfull and odious thing for
man to call the matter of fact into question, especially consideringe the same hath ben
done in our own land, and in the midst of us, so as we need not goe beyonde the scas
for full inquirie into it, and the circumstances thereof, as time, place, persons posscssed,
others dealing in ther dispossession, and private Christians witnessinge the same, the
commissioners also at Nottingham, with whom, or som of them, who list when he
please may confer, which are able to constraine a man to receive this for a truth, if
reason can prevaile with him ; neither do I doubte, but that other nations and king-
doms about us wil not only give credite to the matter of facte, when they shall heare
thereof, and that the same hath ben witnessed upon the othes of so many, but also
receive the possession and dispossession we 50 much gainsaye. Blush then, O England,
and be thou ashamed of this thy incredulitie, which is such as the hke therof hath not
ben red or hearde of before, for others have yet acknowledged the work which have
ben done in them, but thou hast not gone so farr, but denied the same.

In these straits, whither will the athists turne him? must he not nedes be confound-
ed in himselfe ? or can it be otherwise, but that the divil is entred into him, and he
spiritualy possessed with the devil, if now he perceive not that there is a devil? As
herby we may sensibly and palpablie perceive that there is a devill, so as wee may in a
mannér grope him ; even so we may looke upon and beholde the Lord himseife in this
worke, deliveringe the partie or parties from there most grevous vexation and torments
by Satan, upon request first made unto him by his servants, accordinge to his ownc
appointwent in this bebaife.

n that cruel decree of Haman was gone forth for the destroyinge of the Jews,
Mordecai giving gquéen Heéster to understande thereof, and withall usinge dyvers rea-
sons.to perswade her to doe what lay in her, according to her place, for the prescrva-
tion of ter people, the church of God; amongest, and after others, useth one in these

As this pre.eth
thewe s ade-
vill. sn that
thete o fhd
srongio th n
he.

wardes, *Who knoweth whether thou art com to the kingdom for such a time,” us Lst, L. 11,445

if be had said, who knoweth whether the Lurd hath therfore lifted the up so highe,
cven into-the throne and'seate of the kingdom, that so thou might be a fitt means, for
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the deliverance of the church, from the affliction and danger it is in at this time. And

did not he gesse well, as apeareth by the stories? Yes verily, for thereby it is evident,

that God had therefore, and for no other cause, exalted her from base and low degre,

into the royall seate of a queene; even so saye I concerning this our present case :

w ho knoweth, whether God hath therfore sent a evill spirits into sundry English per-

sons to vexe them in tier bodies, that, therby, he ight confounde the atheysts in

Eungland ; and either make them more inexcusable, or els bringe them to a better

minde, whereof indeed theic is small hope. For they which can not be led, (as it

were by the hande,) fiom the cicatures to the Creator; which will not heare, neither

the woiks of creation and adminstiation, nor yet Moses, the prophetsand apostles, tell-

Yo s very Bklie JUZE t_hem, that there 1s a God, surely neither wil they be pers‘wadc{l tha of, though
ditostase g devill be sente fiom hell to preach the same unto them. Thls_, [ saye, may well be
tivane, the  that which God principally 1espected heiem ; for som spetial thinge, no doubt, there
.li'.':'.?r.h:‘,::ff;:,‘u is movinge the Lorde more at this time, then in former times, 1o sende devils into men,
therhy o con yea into divers.  Is it not likely to, because at this time bim selfe 15 denycd, called
fapa ntbome. 1nto question whether he is, and hath any beinge; which, in the time of our foiefa-
thers, hath not bene, or at the least not by so many, and with so high a hande as even

now, and at this daye. May we not well therefore say, who knoweth whether God

bath sent this strange judgment for this time, that is, the sinne of this time, ther by

himselfe reproving this smne, (as such as he can not enduie,) when man holdeth his

eace.

ol i . Eightly, it commendeth the holy excreise *¢ Of fasting and prayer, and serveth to
-4 oy provoke us to a diligent practise thereof.” Is prayer and fastinge of {uice to cast out
thereny (o pro- divels, though they be principallitics and powers, and shall not the same, if it be un-
;::‘: us there- d'c‘rtal\cn in the faith and ug)e(hence ot (}Pd, be gvallcable, 1f not to remove, yet tosanc-
i, 51 tify and bless whatsoever judgement of God is upou us in gencralty, or any of us in
Jag2.12.  particular.  If wee looke into the booke of God, lJ&&l(lE:S that, we s_,imll find a necessi-
Joct 3. Hand ty of fasting and prayinge, to ly uppon us, when any judgment of God s either pie-
Math, 0,16, scnt or innent and ready to overtake us; in that wee ate then, in such a case, com-
Ad %16 ypaunded to fast and pray and humble our soules; for our fuither incowagoment to
the performance of this duty, and part of Gods worship, wee shal theic reade, that not

onlye the people of God, from time to time, have in al thene afihictions, taken this

coutse, and used this as a meanes for their good and deliverance also fiom thene afftiction,

if 50 1t should secmn good in the eyes of the Lorde ; but, also, that the same hath usualy

prevayled so farr with God, as that thereby, they have obtained deliverance from ther

rzsent affliction.  The Philistines having entered the Isralites coastes, and inhebit-

% sam 7.5 6. 1NE the same, the children of Isiael, for removal of that judgment, and recovery of
10, 11,14, their citties, thropgh the counsel of Samuel, gathered themselves to Mizpel, and then
fasted and prayed for a day. The effect and fruit thereof, was, that the Lord fought

tor them, from Heaven ; for it is said, **That the Lord thundred with a great thunder

that day, upon the Philistines, and scattered them ; soas they were slayne before Isuel;

and that the Philistines were brought so under, that they came no more ‘zgaine

into the coasts of Israel.” In the 20. chap. of the 2. booke of Ch{!on. we reade of “ A

great multitude of the children of Moab, Amon, and mqunt Seir,” comminge against

the Israclites, with purpose, (no doubt,) to have spoiled and destroyed them ; there-

upon, Jehoshaphat, the kinge, ¢ proclaimed a fast \Ihrnughout all Judah;” which was

%o blessed unto them, and prevailed so.mightely with God, that even the sume faste,

when they were all assembled togither, the Lorde sent his spirit uppon on Ichazael,

to comfort, and assure them of their safety and deliverance from their enemies, “ Thys.

saith the Lord unto you (said he,) feare you nef, neither be afvaid for this gieat multituge ;

for the battle is not youres but Gods. Ye shall not ncede to fight in this battle ; stand

stil, move not, nefther be afraid, to morrowe goe out against them, and the Lord be
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with you.  And o it fel out after, for God sent such a spirit of discord amonge them
that “ they slew one another, so as none escaped.”  Yeu further, it is saide, that ** the
teare of (iod was upou all the kingdomes of the carth, when they had beard that the
Lorde had fought against the enemies of Isracl; so the kingdome of Jehoshaphat was
quiet, and his God gave him rest on every side;” looke mthe 8 of Ezra, and there vou
_shal finde, that those which returned from the captivity, in Babylon, with Fzra, bL:im;
m great danger leasie they, their wives and children, should be destroyed of the enemy
which laye in waite for them in their way to Jerusalem ; did Ui reappon betake themsely es
to this exercis, as the onlye way and meanes for their safety, as appeareth by the speache
of Ezra. * At the river, (saith he,) T proclaimed a fist, that we might humble oug-
selves before our God, and sceke of him a right way for us and om childien, and for
all our substauce ; for I was ashamed Lo 1equire of the King :n wvic and horsmen, 1o
helpe us against the enemy in the way ;™ and so indcede it proved, and a safer meanes
than an army and horsmen; for it is said, that this fast beinge proclainicd, ** they
fasted and besought their God for this, and he was intreted of them.”  And in the 31,
ver. it followeth, *“and the hand of our God was upon us, and delivered us from 1he
hand of the cnemy, and of such as laide waite by the way.”  When proude and envis
ous Hamman had obtained of Ahashueroth that wicked decree; “to kill, destioy, and
roote out all the Jews™ upon such a day, it is said, that not ouly Fsther the queene,
with her mades, did faste, but that “ m every provinee and place whether the Khings
charge and commission came, there was among the Jews fasting, wepinge, and
mourning, and many lay in sackcloath and in ashes ;" which humiliation of theirs pre-
vailed so farr with the Lord, as that there y they did not only escape the execution
of that blondy decre, but also. vpon the day appomted thereto, tooke vengeance them-
selves uppon their eremies, and had Hamman hanged with Ius 10 sonnes.  And that
they used fasting and prayer, was the meanes ot the reversing ot that crucll decrec,
and preventinge of that fearful judgemente of God which was ready to breake out
against them, it appcarcth by the speach of Esther, chap 4. 16.  The Ninivites also,
we al knove, escaped the destruction that was threatned within 40. dayes to have
come upon them, by the true fast they kept unto the Lord.
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And as thus the people of God in al ages have, in the day of their adversity, as- Jomn, 3, 1.

sembled themselves in prayer and fastinge, and God Lath greatly blessed the fastes
which they have in publique and in common kept together in their solemne and open
assemblies 5 so, and 1 like manner, the servants of God bave, in secret, and apart from
others, fasted and prayed, and God hath likewise greatly blessed the same unto them ;
whither they humbled themsclves betore his majesty tor and because of some cominon
calamity, either present upon the church, or imminent and hanging over it, or private
affliction, or want of some good thinge, publike or private, which also is a kinde of
misery. Thus, Nehemiah, understanding that the Jewes, which were in Jerusalem and
in Judah, “werc in greate afiliction and 1eproach,” and that “the wall of Jerusalem
was broken downe, and the gates theieof barnt with fire,” fasted and prayed because
thercof’; which was so blessed unto him and that people, that, by his meanes, shortly
after the walls and gates of Jerusalem were built up, and the Jewes delivered from
that great atHiction and reproch they were in. I wil not stand here to speake of Da-
uiels afflictinge his soul in prayer aud fasting, for himselte and his people, and to shewe
how that his humiliation was blessed of Genl unto him, 1arr above that he desiied and
expected, but refer you to the 9. of his prophecy, wher that is set downe at luge.
Neither wil 1 use many wordes about Cornelius, who, praying and fasting, had, (s
Daniel in the like case had before,) an angell sent unto hnn, to assure him that his
““ prayer was heard, and come up into remembrance before God,” and to diect him to
such a one (Peter by name,) who, ‘'when he was come, should not only resolve him of
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that doubt he was in cuncerning the Messias, whether he were come or no, as it should
secme, aud for which cause 1t is probable hee then fasted ; but also “speake such
wordes, as wheieby both he and his houvse should be saved.”  Only this T wil give an
instance o1 example, (the better to provoke us hicieto ) where prayer with fasting hatl
pravailed with God, when prayer without fasting would not prevaile, and 1t is mn the
20 of Judges, where we reade, that when the children of Israel had susteined an over-
throwe by the Benjamites, ¢2 thousand of them being slaine, they assembled them-
sches togither, because thereof, in prayer; and after that they set their battle in anay
against the Benjamites, the second day, but had an other discomfiture and overthiowe,
even of 13. thousand, all valiant men ; whereuppon they assembled then in tasting and
rayer, the fruite and success wheieof was this, that going out against Benjamin, “the
Eo:d smote him betore Isracll,” even as be had said and promised them upon the day
of their fast, that “on the moriowe he would deliver them iato their hands.” That
they fasted not on the first day of thew assembling in the house of Godl, as they did
on the second day, may apeaie by comparing the 28 verse of the chapter with veise 26, ;
for all that 1s sawde m the 23 1s * that they went up and wept hefoie the Lorde unto
the evenmg " but m the 26. verse we 1eade thus ; “Then all the ehildien of Isiacll
went up, and ali the people came also unto the honse of Gad, and wept and sate there
before the Lord, and fasted that day unto the evening;” where we sce it is expressly
said of the latter day, that they fasted, and not so of the formei. Apame, by the con-
ferninge of these, it is plaine, that the second dayes assembly was tair more generall
and solemne, aud with longer continuance then the other ; and such were their assem-
blies at fasts always ; for, first, 1t 15 said of the latter day, that “all the childien of
Israel went up ;" and againe, *“ that all the people came up to the House of God.” 2d.
“That they sate then befove the Loid ;7 wheieby is noted, there long continuance in
that meetinge ; neither of which 1s saide of the former day.
iterecones — Neither is there cause why we should marvile at this; I meane, that the fasting and
why b and prayer of a farthful man, or men, is so availeable with God, that it wil, as it were, have

Lirlang 18 c0
"':T:;"?‘j‘-:]'-h' no nay ; but even then prevaile when prayer without it cannot; considerig 1t 15 writ-
ihe 1 reaon  tem, *“that the prayer of the 1ighteous availeth much, if it be fervent,” and that fasting
Jamesd 1045 a meanes to increase and continue fervency of spirit. 2. Consideringe the singuler
promise God hath made hereunto, which he doth insinuate by the tytles or names he
giveth to the day of fast, caling it *“a day of reconciliation, a day of attonement, the
acceptable day of the Lord ;" whereby the Lord doth secretly siguify and promise, to
so many of us as shall exercise ourselves herein, that howsoever before for our trans-
v 20 #1020 pressions he hath been angry and offended with us, which also he hath testified to our
35 faces, either by laying some judgment upon us, or threatninge so to doe, or by with-
holdinge some good thinge from us ; yet it heerein we wil excercise our selves aright,
and keepe a true fast uuto the Lorde, afflictinge our soules as well as our bodies, rent~
ingce not our garmentes, but our Lartes, with compuaction and sorrowe for our sinnes,
weeping and mourning, and making great lamentation over all the iniquities whereby
we have dishonored God, and caused his holy name to be evil spoken of, and justly
provoked him against us, and to avenge himself upon ug, a8 hiﬂl begonne ; cryinge
also unto the Lorde, in the name of Christ Jesus, for parden. and reconciliation; and
withall turne unto the Lorde switly all our hartes, . forsaking our evill wayes, and the
wickednes that is in our handes: thew and whenesvever this we shall performe, not-
withstanding his anger be kindled and broken out against us, yat will he be recanci-
led, #nd at one M&E»ua, accept of as, and receave us into fuvor, and give us that wee
have intreated him for, if not above the same. 3. It is to be remembred, that this holy
sue 2 18,19, €Xercise semeth greatlye to humble us, apd to make us thinke and account vilie and
firsaemson hagely.of onrselves, as dust and ashes, and most unworthye of. the leaste of Gods mer-
cies ; as partiye appeateth by that which heere followeth of Ahab, snd may also be

i
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gathered by that it is so oft saide to the Jewes leing assembled togither upon the 10. . 16,00, ~
day of the 7. monueth ; * ye shall humble your soules,” meaning thereby, that upon %',
that day they should fast and pray; and againe, “every person that humbleth not '
himselfe that same day, shall even be cutt of {rom his people ™ which speech, with the nom. o -
former, being spoken not only to every person in particuler, but also to those among

them, who were to,sec this part of Gods worship duly kept, it is thereby plaine, that

the Lord ment by those wordes, that every one who jomed not with the people of

God in fastinge, *“should be cut of from the people;” for how they stood inwardly
affected, for either humble or proude spirit, men neither colde nor yet were to judge.

Nowe, why are these wordes ol’ humblinge our soules used by the spirit of God insteade

of fasting, but because the humbling of oursclves is buth professed, indevoied, and fui-

thered by fastinge. And this is confirmed by that sayiog of Fzra, “ At the nves, by

Abhana, I procluimed a fast, that we might humble our selves betore our God.”  And
heereupon it is that a fast is called, (and that rightly,) the exeicise of humiliation ; not

only because we indevor and professe therein the humbling und submitting of ourselves

to God, and under his hund, but also for that it helpeth torwarde our humiliation.
Seeinge nowe that fasting helpeth to bumble us, and thut this subjecting and base ac-

count of oursclves is a thing much pleasing unto God, and greatly movinge him to he
gratious and favorable unto man; for, saith Lhe scripture, “ God resisteth the proude,

and giveth grace unto the humble ;” againe, *Humble yourselves under the mighty hand

of God, that he may exalt you in due time; cast downe your selves before the Lovde,

and he will lift vou up ;” and againe, ““Submit your sclves to God, drawe necre to

God, and he will drawe neere to yon.”  As if it had bene saide, in humility and greate
submission goe yce unto God, and aske that yee want, and so God will come (as it

were,) unto you, in giving you that you desire and lack. It is no marvaile though the

fastes of Gods people prevailed mightely with Geod, and obteine that, or above that,

they desire ; yea this humbling of our sclves under the hande of God, is so pleasing

unto his Divine Majesty, and of that force with him, that the very shaddowe thereof,

even a shrinching under the same hande, or casting downe and humbling of the body,
without the truth therof in the soule, hath prevailed so farr with the Lord, that it hath
procured a temporall benefit, both to ones selfe and his posterity. Thus, Ahab ha-

ving this judgmente denounced againste him by Ehah, that, *The Lord would bring

evil upon him, and take away his posterity, and cutt of from Abab him that pissed
againsie the wall, so as the dogs should eate him of Ahabs stock, that died in the citty,

and him that died in the ficlds, shounld the fowles ot the aire eate;” though hee was a

most wicked man, one that * sould himself to worke wickednes,” and therefore could

not humble himself aright before God, ncither yett joine to the outwarde and bodily
exercise of fastinge the inward and spiritual of prayer, so as might be accepted of

God, and availe with him ; for “the sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination unto

the Lord, and the prayer of the righteous availeth with him ;" yet, notwithstanding,
humbling him self by fasting, he obteined thereby thus much, that that evil came not

upon him, nor yet of his sonne Ahaziah ; for thus we reade, “whben Ahab heard the
former wordes, he rent his cloathes, and put sackcloath upon him, and fasted, and lay

in sackcloath, and went softly ;; whercupon the word of the Lord came to Elial, say-

ing, Seest thou hew Abab is humbled before me ; because hee submitteth hinmselfe he-

fore mee, I will not brip‘g that evill in his dayes, but in his sonnes dayes will I bung

evill upon his howse ;" where we see this given by the Lorde himself for the reason

why he would be good tv Ahab, If then the bodily exercise of fastinge, which pro-

fiteth but little alone, without prayer (for there is no mention of any prayer that Ahab

made, and if he did it, was but the sacrifice of fools, which the wise God abloneth,) - o
availe with God : how much mote wil the same prevaile with him, when it is not onlye g, 4.17.
joixted with true but fervent prayer. And if the casting downe and humbling of the
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body, or if of the soule, yet not for sinne, but some temporall punishment of sinne, the
1entinge of the cloathes, the laymge down in sacheloath and ashes, which is ¢ the fast
the Loid Lath not chosen,” bee of force to pacifie the wiath of God, at the leaste for
a ting, and n parte, and to procuie some good to man, what will it doe when theie-
wnto s adjomed the casting f])ownc and humbling of the soule, the afilicting and rent-
g of 1it, with sorrowe for sinnc » Shall it not then be much moie eftectuall 1o pacify
Gods wiath, though kindled or broken out agamst us, and move him to be good and
gratious unto us ¥ Moreover, f the performance of his outwarde and bodily seivice
to God by sinuners, us enemycs, be avayleable with the Lorde for thene good, much
more shall the same prevaile, when not only 1t, but also the inwarde and sputuall wor-
ship, 1 peiformed by the righteous, the fiends and childien of God.  Iinally, if these
thinges apart, if the outwaid and bodely service alone, if fervent prayer alone, if the
true humbling and casting downe of inan under the hande of God alone, he of power
to prevaile with God, how much moie shall these three, when they doe mecte togithe:r,
as they doe ma tie fust, be ot force to prevaile with God to that endand puiposc (oy
which they are used.

Thus we see, that the fasting and prayer of the faithfal is mightv with God , and
that, as 1t 1 saide of Jaacob wrastling with God, “ that hee would not lct hun goo un-
til he had blessed him ;" so 1t may fitly, and as tialie, be saide tiercof, that 11, wiest-
lmg as 1t were with the Loude, will never let himn alone, until such time as he hath bles-
sed the party or parties for whome 1t is used.  Whnch, well and dulyc considered, what
man 15 there, feannge God, and unteinediye desirous of the welfare of humselte and the
church of God, which will not apply lnmselte to the practice thereol, when and as oft
as God shall give juste oceasion: Is there any evill of sinue or punishment, either upon
o1 towardes us, our husbandes, wives, children, parents, or the chuieh of God, either
doe we or it stande 1n neede of some [i',ood, which we hunger and thust atter; then
let us humble our soules 1n fastinge and prayer; for wee sec that the same having bene
used in the hke case by the people of (vod, hath prospered and preswled mightely
with the Lord; yea, if we be desirous from the heait to be freed trom the saide evil,
or to obteine the good is lacking, how can we but take up and use thns holy excicise
in such a case, considering it i3 the best and surest weanes that (God hunselte hath or-
deined to such ende and purpose > No marvaile then though the hand ot God lye and
1emaine upon us, or many of us, and many blessings be wanting unto us, when we are
wantinge and come short in the performance of this duty ; for who knoweth not, that
as the papists are too common and superstitious herein, on the one side, so we on the
other are too short and prophane. It savoreth of precisenes, and of the spint, to be
given much to fasting and prayer. Is not this the fasting that God hath chosen, to
loose the bandes of wickedness, to take of the heavy burthen, and to let the oppressed
voc freet Is thefe any better abstinence then this? And is not this the tiue faste
(say some) to fast from siune* why then 1equire you any morer Againe, this fasting,
or precise abstaining from all meate and drinck, and other comfort of this hte; fora
day. (so much urged by some,) was commaunded to the Jewes, and they indecde, by
vertue of that commaundement, were hound thereto ; but it neacheth not 1t selt to us,
in that being ceremoniall, with other ceremonies it was:absogated by Christ. Thus
farre we are (even we that professe to worshipe God Jaiight, asd accordinge to his
worde,) from the practise of this parte-gf (ods worshipe, that we dispute and pleade
against it ; yea some staye not there, but Er@eqede further to contemne, scorne, and ve-
proache, nor only mens persons, bub-the holy exercise.it selfe. But what spirit pes-
sesseth these men, trow wee; surely mot that spint that moved the people and boly
men of God, before spoken of, to the practice thereot ; mor that spirit that moved the
holy aposties, and rs aﬁgr, to the Eractis of the same; -even in the time of the
guspel, and after that abrogation by Christ they spake of; nor the Holy Spirit of God,
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or the Lord bimselfe by bis spirit, who of his mercie, and not for the merrit or desert.
of the worke, hath so greatly blessed aud 1ewarded them that have exercised themselves
therein, and performed that service unto him.  Finally, not the spirit of’ Christ, who,
1. In forctellinge that his people shoulde fast; 2 Indircctinee them touchinge the man-
ner therof, (in the outwarde carriage of themselves Lowaids men 3y 3. In };I'(l!'['libi nge a
reward to them that shal be obedient theiein ; doth theram amd ihereby, not only re-
quire fastinge of his people, as a dutie or service to be done to Gad, hut also (as beingc
a singuler parte of Gods worshipe, and making much to s glorye and ouw good,) la-
boureth to perswade us Lo the practise therof: furre, therfore, s that spirit from the
condemninge and reasoning aganst it, yea from the neclect of the same, It remain-
eth then, that the uncleane spirit possesse and rule them, at least herin, who, as when
he possesed the bodies of them 7 m Lancashire, d some time by the howlings and
outcryes he sent forth, what lay in him, to hinder thew and us fiom using a praier
and fastinge, because he well knew howe it availeth much with God, for the cxpel-
linge of him, both out of the bodies and soules of men, and maketh greatly for the sub-
dumge and overthrowe of his kingdome, and the kingdome or power of sinne ; so he,
possessinge the soules of these men, doth by there wits, toungs, and otherwise, to the
uttermost of hiv power, keepe and hinder, not only them whome he thus ruleth in all
disobedience, (henmn at the least,) but many others also by there meanes, from the prac-
tise hereot,

Wel, as it is a fearfull thing for a man to use his witt, or tongue, or both, to the dis-
grace of thns holy excreise, for it is a sign that Sathan possesseth his soule, which is
much worse than the corporall possession; so it 1s an evil thinge to be neghigent and
carelesse in the perfonmance of this dutie, as the most, yea almost all men, are. For
whete 1s he, even ot those that profese the feare ot God, that doth in any measure so
often perfourme this dutie and service to God as he shoulde? that wheu the Loid
smiteth hum enther in his soule or body, or those that be neare and deare unto him, as
his wite, cluld, parents, or the church of God at hand or afar off, or threatnctn the
same ; or when God withdraweth and keepeth backe from him, or any ot the afere-
said, some corporal benefit, or spintuail blessing: doth forthwith betake him to fast-
ing and prayer, as to a dutic or service God therm calleth him unto, and he is to per-
forme. and the best meanes to obtaine that at the handes of God which he desireth.
Thiere be some amongst us (blessed be God th rfore, and the Lorde mcerease the num-
ber) that make conscience of other partes ot God's worship publique and private; that
be swift and readic to heare the worde, to receive the sacraments as often as they be
administred, to praye in church and chamber no doubt ; and yet those, even those, I
feare, (for the most parte,) are slowe and backwarde in the performance of this parte
of God’s worshipe, the which cometh to passe either through our ignorance herein;
for that we knowe not that God as well requireth this service of us, when he giveth
occaston thereof, as the other above specified, and such like : or through our iaconsi-
deratigp and forgetfulness of this dutie, if wee knowe 1t : or 1ather hence that we are
given too much to spare and pamper our bodies, and cannot abide to tame them, and
bring them into subjectton by fastinge.

It, through ignotance, we have not donve this service unto God hitherto, cither not
at «1l, or more seldonte than we should, as I trust, so 1 desire the Christian reaucer, that
that which hath bene,saide in this behalfe may helpe a little to 1emove that lett, and
further helpe you may-have, if you will take the paynes to peruse the learned treatises
which, even in our mother tongue, ave written of this argument. I, m a sclic-love
to our fleshe, and feare of weakening our bodyes too much, we have hectofore hene
Kept and hindred from this soe pecessarye and profitable a deuty, et us sct before us,
L The example of the holy apustle hecrein, and strive to walke in his steppes ; \\*‘IIQE,
knowing the pampering of the body to be an enemy to the health and salvution of the

Math o1,
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soule, as in effecte he aflirmeth, sayeth of himsclfe, that hee did beate downe his body
and bring it into subjection : the which was not so much donne by an abstaining from
the more dainty meates, or a sober and moderate use of all kindes of meates, either
of which, yea both which, may be performed by one, without any greate taking
downe of the body ; but rather by his often fasting, the which, whosoever shall use in
that manner the scripture requireth, and as Paul did, shall, by his owne experience,
fynde that it is effectuall to beate downe the body, and bringe it into subjection. 2.
The examples of the false apostles and theire followers in times past, and the papistes
in these dayes, not for our imitation in all thinges heerein, but to provoake us to the
same in a better kinde. © For is it not a shame for us, that others, in theire false and
idolatrous worshippe, shall voluntarilie, and of theire owne accord, not spare their bo-
dies, and that wee, in the true worshipe of God, will not doe the like, though the
Lorde himsclf require it of us? Yes, verily. Let us therefore hercafter, in obedience
to the Lord’s ordinance or commaundement heerein, exereise ourselves in prayer and
fastinge, publique aud private, when and as oft as God, by givinge just occasion, shall
call us thereunto ; and bewailinge our former sinpe and negligence therein, labour to
recompence the same (as much as in us lieth) with a future diligence. And to this
ende and purpose I beseech, and that in the name of our Lorde Jesus Christ, the mi-
nisters of Christ and disposers of his misteries, that they woulde be instant herein, and,
amongst other of their doctrines, intreate upon this of fastinge, shewing both the ne-
cessity thereof, as beinge commaunded of God, and a parte of his worship, and the
" profit that-commeth to those which shall exercise themselves therein, whereof we have
eard : likewise the threatninge denounced against the contemners of it, that such the
Torde wil have “ cut off from his people;” that such “ he will destroy from amonge
his people ;” and that * this iniquity shall not be purged:” that by this strong and
threefoulde coarde, the people of God, though backward and unwillinge, may be
drawne thereunto : for I thinck it meete to stire you up, my brethren, by putting you
in remembrance heereof, though yee have knowledge farr above myself, and be sta-
blished in this truth. And this I doe so much the rather, for that (as I take it) the
sounde of this doctrinc is not hearde so much in many of our churches, as some other
of no greater truth; necessity, and use, then it is: whence, partlie, 1t commeth to
passe, that many Christians doe 8o seldome performe this holy aud speciall service of
‘God, and that amonge them some are scarcely well acquainted with the same.
0.1t confirmeth . Nynthly,” This rare and greate worke of God maketh greatly for the confirmation of
(hooruhsoter the authority and truth of the holy scriptures: The scriptures tell us, that there are
hpwes wicked spints called divéls; and :tl_:gi_s-w(tei which Were_'e_ye'-'_,v_;v'lil:_u'ess.cs_._“ha-_v:e, as it were,
as by the Olde With our bodily eyes, seen’s for thongh we sawe them ‘not indeede, neither possibly
Tatanentroby coyide, because they are invisible creatures. vet we ‘beheld them in theire overations

infipite places
inthe Newe. and effects, :

oy . In the holy scriptures, we reade that these spirits are given to b};?hemy, to lying,
Rer, 12, U8 10 deceipt, indeed not onely because, by their nature, they are-earried headlong, there-

unto, (a8 to all manner of iniquity, whereupon they are
~ but also for that they move and stirr up ‘men to-the cou
that the {'}?VBH is such, and that D}h&emg‘es .hli; By i
story ;- wherin wee have hearde of the horibile blasphémyes afid unspeakable deceipt

AT Satrlg:m,-'and might also have heard of infmite lies the 1yis 'tﬁﬁﬁi%ﬁt forth. . "tz
*In the holy scriptures, these spirits'ase often termed unclean spirits, partlie to.noate

their naturall inclination and disposition to'dll uncleannes, and partly in regard of the

Matt. 12438, - effect and operation they have and bring forth in the'children -of disobedience. How
ek s s the scripture hath herein bene verified to passe by some of those. m La e, - whio,
ST the day of theire deliverance, in the presence of many, uttered” most fit '
e shamefull and unnaturall uncleannes of W. Somers, of rathier of the'

ocalled wicked or evill spirits,)
A6¢ see by the former
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doth beare witn;s, who, in presence of many, acted in a most uncleane and vile man-
ner the sinne of whoredome : and after his repossession, when he had committed such
uncleannes, first with a dog, then and specially with u bitch, as is not fitt once to be
named, he then got the bitch into the bed with him, and there would have commit-
ted, you may imagine what abomination : and this also he did hefore divers.

The scripture aflirmeth, that thesc spirits sometimes enter into men; that being in Mark 9. 1.
them, they miserably vexe them in theire bodies, and that often and on the suddaine, few teme
that the same, notwithstandinge the possessed are not hurt at all, although by the vio- out the gospill,
lence they somtimes offer unto them, one would thinck they should spoile or greatly et -l
harm them ; that they cause them to wallow, fome, cry, guash with the teeth, thiow
them into the fyer and water, and seeke to destroy tham or take away their lives, that
they make them dumb, deafe, blynde, somtimes deprive them of the right use of their
witts.  Finally, that they shewe forth in the parties whom they possesse, extraordinary
and supernaturall strength, and supernuturall knowledge: nowe the most of these have
bene found true inthe parties ahove-named, but all and every of them in W. Somers.

The senptures say, that “ when a strong man zrmed keepeth his pallace, the thmgs
that he posscsseth are in peace; but when a stronger then he cometh upon him,” then
that peace being at an ende, there beginneth war, as I may say, for that semeth to be
Insinuated  The truth of this hath appeared in their extreame vexation, and continu-
ance therein the whole day of their dispossession: at which time Christ Jesus, the
strongei. came upon ¢ the strong armed man, overcame him, tooke away his armour,
and devided his spoyles”  Secondly, in Somers continuinge quict from Sathans vexa-
tion, although he be in him; the reason whereof is, because the strong man armed
keepeth the house, and hath quiet possession, all thinges being according to his desire;
for the younge man denyeth that lic was possest, yea affirmeth that he counterfeited,
and the woild also saith the same; and thus lyes and falschood are imbraced for truth,
almost of all men, and the truth indeed rejected, and the lovers thereot hated, scorned,
despised, slandered, and some of them worse intreated. It going thus, it is not ageinst,
but according to the scriptures; yca herein the scripture is fultilled, in that Somers is

uiet and free from all molestation by Sathan, notwithstanding he is in him, because
the strong man armed, saith the scripture, keepinge the house without resistance, there
is peace: But let Christ Jesus the stronger come upon him in the means he hath sanc-
tified for the recovery of his house to himself the right owner, and the expellinge of the
usurper, then undoubtedly there will be an end of this unjuste peace, and therein like-
wise we shall see the seripture fulfilled.

In the holy scriptures it is wntten, that “if we resist the divell, he will flye;” under-
stand this not only of Sathans temptations, but also of his person, and then aflirme T
that this scripture bath bene fulfilled. In lyke manner the scripturces tells us, that the
way to resist Sathan, so as wee may put him to ilight and overcome, is to use prayerand
the word of God, which is the sworde of the spirit.  Understand this as the tormer,
and herein this scripture also hath been verifyed.

Thé holy scriptures shewe how that great thinges, even incredible, hath bene brought
to passe by prayer and fastinge; more particularly, that even divels thereby have bene,
and are to be cast out of men; herein the scripture likewise hath bene fulfilled.

In the scriptures it is recorded, that when the devil goeth out of the man whom he
possesseth, he renteth him sore, cryeth aloude, the possessed after lying as dead ; nowe
many of us, even hundreds, have seene with our eyes, and hearde with our eares, thus
scripture fulfilled. B *

In the holy scriptures we reade, that when the uncleane spirit is gon out of a mau, Mark 1.2 and
he will returne, seeking to reenter. Desides the reports of all, and every of the partics acis. 2.
possessed, the sudden and unspeakeable trights and terrors, which many of us have of- Jiath 12 48.
ten beheld in the spirits assaltes 1o reenter, doc greatly confiun this retorne upon our

Luke (1, 21,
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demoniackes, il which was donne that the scripture herein might be fulfilled. The
scriptuie saith, that it the divell tinde the house empty, swept and garnished, that is,
the partyc¢ out of whom he is come, prepaicd to receave him, winch is, when he is
cmpty or void of the graces of the spirit, and gainished or replenished with iniquities ;
(tor the furmture must be suitable to the ghest, the uncleane spirit must be interteined
m all uncleannes), that then he reentreth, and recovereth hisprey, as otherwise although
he would 1aine, yet he cannot. Nowe who secth not the casc to be so with W, So-
mets, for were he not empty, swepte, and garished, he would never deny the work of
God, which hath heen shewed on him ; and give forth to the gieat dishonor of God,
hurte of many, and danger of lus owne soule, that he had counterteited, not to speake
any thipg of his open aud notorious lyinge and doublinge with that false tongue of his,
nor of Ins charging mec with the instructing of bim, neither of s tearfull perjury,
sometimes betaking huuselfe, bodye and soule, to the divill, if he counterfeited; at
other tumes protesting as depely, that he did counterfeit.  lIn the tepossession, then,
of Somers, 1t 1s evident that this scripture 1s fulilled, as, on the other sule, this SCHIP-
ture considered, and lus present estate and condition, I meanc that he 15 empty | howe
can it otherwise he, but that he is 1eposessed ? Further, the sciiptuic saith, that the un-
cleane spirit rctorning, and reentering, he doth it with 7 other worse then himselfe.
Now this hath bene found troe in Kath. Wrights repossession; and 1 doubt not but
that the truth thereof will one day appeaie also in Somers, when lie shall come againe
to be dispossessed; if so be at any time it will be graunted, that the mcaus tor the dis-
covery of Sathan, and after for the casting of him out, may be used.

Finally, in the holy scripture it is said, that if the uncleane spuit retorning, finde
the party out of whom he came. empty, swept, and garmished. that he will not only enter
in, and take up his lodging there, as it were for a might, as a stianger doth i any
other mans house, and away in the morninge, as he doth, (as I may say) w his first
possession, but will nowe, as having further interest there then he had before, make
his aboade, and dwell there.  According to thisseripture, Sathan doth, and hath dwelt
in Kath. Wright these 1.4 yeares ; who, although he was sundry times dispossessed,
yet still retorning, entred agame into his saide house, and 1s now there inlj.xbningc.
Likewise, for the space of 3 yeares, he hath remaingd m Jane Ashton and still doib, not-
withstandinge all that a poptshe priest, or exorciste, for a longe time could possiblye
doe, with all his exorcizing and adjuring with holy 1eliques, hallowed biead, and holy
water; the holynes, vertue, and power whereof, the divels cannot possibly indure and
resist. And, Jastly, for the space of @ yeares and above, he hath dwelt in W. Somas,
and still will, (as I thinke) both in him and the rest. Although 1 deny not, nor yct
doubt, but that the meanes being used, Sathan will, or shall:be cast out ; but returne it
is certaine he will againe, and returning, I for my part thinke, through the just judg-
ment of God upon them, for theire intolerabie ingiatitude, he'will enter in againe ; and
though he be, or at least may be now and then interrupted, the meanes for his ex-
pelling being used which God hath ordained, yet he will be dwellinge thereas he may.
And thus 1 am induced to thinke, because both the evangelists ahich speake of this
matter say, that the uncleane spirit being entred in againe, wildwell there. Hereunto
also, not very unfitly, we may add, that Christ Jesns whe, gsually was so mild in all
his speaches, of those which be repossessed speakcth severely, that the end of such is
worse then the begining,

This helpeth We have here now au helpe to the weaknés, of our faith, and that which serveth to
ot emee  the strengthening and increase of- the same in the truth of the holy scriptures: For
pur laith i . When we see the scriptules verifyed in so many things, both concerninge possession, dis-
toly scriptures. possession, and repossession, so as we may say of this thing, herein was the scripture

fulfilled, and of a second thinge, hercin was the sciipture fultifled ; and’of'a third thinge

"

herein also was.the scripture ?ulﬁlled, and so 1 knowe net of how muny several ngeu:



Miscellaneous Tracts. 57 -

when, I say, we see thus the truth of the holy scriptures proved before our faces, howe
can eur faith chuse, but receive therby some further assurance in and concerninge the
truth of the scriptures, then it had before, and this increasc of faith in the certaine and
infallable truth of the boly scriptures will bring to him, who, day and night, is medi-

g of the contents therof, and, namely, of the future joyes Lo come, such incrcase of
mhlt his cup therwith will overflawe.

T doe not say that the sacred scriptures stand in neede of this worke, for the confir-
mation of the tinth and aucthority of them ; meither yet doe I affirme, that man stand«
eth in neede hereof, as he did of miracles when they were wrought; but this is it that
I say and meane, when God affordeth man such an helpe to the weakness of his faith
mﬂs is, it is his part amd duty as to blesse God for that mercy, so to receave it and
use it accordingly. I doubt not, therefore, but that it is his weaknes and sinne, who,
being throughly informed in this rare and extraordinary worke of God, shall not there-
by receave (besides other good,) some increase in his faith. And they that are so rich
in faith, as the same faith of theires cannot be inriched thereby, they wmay lett this
worke alone, and leave it for the poore in faith, and insteade ol this worke of God,
looke upon that word of his uttered by the blessed virgin, *the rich hesendeth empty {1 59.ver,
away ;" aud that in the 6 of Luke, “ woe be to you that arc full,” and that also which .
is said of the Laodicyans, who thinking that they were  rich and increased with goods,” "™ * '™
and that *“ they had neede of nothing;” were notwithstanding, “ wretched, and isera-
ble and poore, and blind, and nakedg."

As this work of God being first knowne, and well understood, maketh for the con-
firmation of theire faith, in tﬁe truth of the holy scriptures, who already beleeve them ;
so it serveth very wel, to induce and perswade men to that faith and perswasion of the
truth thereof, which yet they have not. For when they heere the premisses resisted
by a cloud of witnesscs, and by mauny of them upon their oathes, and thereby see, and
evidently perceave the scripture insundiy things to be true, as in the 1eport it maketh
of divels, and of their entering into men, and tormenting of them, being there, with
the manner of their handling and vexing of them they possesse, making them lo

he with their teeth, to wallowe, fume, to be of supernaturall strength and know-

ge, throwinge them into the fier to destroy them, and of their furjous handlinge of
them at thier going out, most sore, and extreamly tormenting them, causing them to
cry aloud, and after to lye as deade, according to the scriptures ; when, I say, in somne
thinges, and in part, we see and know the scnipture to be true, and thatin thinges as
incredible and unlikely to be true as the most there rcported, what, even in rcason,
should hinder us from being so perswaded of the whole, or why should we suspect or
doubt of the truth thereof in any thing? What can men alleadge for such doubt, or
for their continuance in their former incredulity 7 Is it likely, or credible, that the
scriptures shonld be true in theis things which are theie set downe concerniuge divells,
those invisible creatures, theire nature, theire entering into men, their mauner of vex-
ing mez, when they are in-them, theve manner of goinge forth of them, what is effectu-
all to inforce them therewto,; there returning to enter againe after they have bene ex-
petled, m what case, andavhew the prevaile and recover the partie, and ‘not go in the
residue, can anw es to Imagine that the scriptures speake truelye in and

cencerning the u of jpossession, dispossession, and repossession, and not according
to the trufh in othersliisgs? ‘'Will any gc::o absurde, as to thinke and confesse, that
the holy scriptures masmtitruely, as souching the tormentinge here on eartlic of
the bod?os df those-men the divils gnter into; and will’they not as well beleve the same

writinges, telling them, that afperdesth, andin another world, the divels shall toiment
the workers of inicuitv in helt five. ‘which never shall be quenched, and of which tor-
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