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Jrliscellaneous Tractl_ 

For aU good gifts so many waies, 
That God doth send: 

Let us in Christ give God the praise, 
Til life sball end. 

T. TUSSER; 

At Christmas be merrie, and thankfull withall, 
.And feast thy poore neighbours the great with the small: 
Yea a] the yeare long, to the poore let us give, 
Gods blessing to follow us whiles we do live. 

Januaries Abstract. 

CHAP. XXXI. 

1 BID Christmas ~tdew, 
Thy stocke nowe renewe. 

2 Who kllleth a neat, 
Hath cheaper his meat. 
Fat home-fed souse, 
Is good in a house. 

5 Who dainties love, 
A beggar shall prove. 
Who al :vaie sels, 
In hunger dwels. 

4 Who nothing savel 
Shall nothing have. 

5 Laie durt upon heapes, 
Some profit it reaps, 
When weather is hard, 
Get mucke out of yard. 
A faUowe bestowe, 
Where pease shall gl'Owe. 
Good peason nti white, 
A fallow will quite. 

.0 Go gather quickset, 
The yongest to get. 
Dig garden, stroy mallow, 
Set willow and sallow. 

~ Greene willow for stake, 
In banke will take. 

., Let dow ~o to hucke, 
With CODle good lucke. 
Spare labour for monie, 

tore borough with conie, 

Get warrener bound; 
To vermine thy ground. 
Feed doves but kill not; 
If lose them ye will not. 
Dove house repaire, 
Make dove hole faire, 
For hop ground cold, 
Dove doong worth gold. 

8 Good gardiner mine, 
Make garden fine. 
Set garden pease, 
And beanes if ye please. 
Set respis and rose, 
Y ong roots of those. 

9 The timelie buier, 
Hath cheaper his fier. 

10 Some burns without wit, 
Some fierlesse sit: 

11 o}Ve season is good, 
To lop or fell wood. 
Prune trees some aJIowes, 
For cattel to brows • 

].2 Give sheep to their fees, 
The mistle of trees. 

13 kt lup be shorne, 
That hinder come. 
Save edder and stake, 
Strops hedge to mak~t 
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14- Fo I\ap as 'e kno\ve, 
Let one bough grow. 

:r t yeare ye rna 
That bough cut awaie. 

15 :A lesson good, 
To increase m re wood. 

16 ave crotches of wood. 
Save spars and stud . 
• ave hop for his dole, 
TIle g~rong long pole. 

17 Ho eve!' ye cotch, 
Save pole and crotch. 

1 From Christmas to ~ray, 
IV eake cattel decay. 

19 With vergis acquaint, 
Poore bullock 0 faint: 
Thi medicine approved 
Is for to be loved. 

iO Let plaister lie, 
Thl'e oays to tl'ie. 
Too long if ye staie, 
Taile rot awaie. 

() 1 Ewe readie to yeaDe. 
Craves ground rid deane. 
Keepe Ihecpe 0 t of briers, 
Keepe beast out of miel . 

l2~ Keepe bushes from bill, 
Till hedge ye will. 
Best had for thy turnc, 
Their roots go and burne. 

23 TO bushes of mine, 
I~ fence be thine. 

~4 In stubbed plOt," 
fill hole with clot. 

~5 Rid grass of OODel, 
Of etick~s and stone!. 

27 Y ong larnbe well sold, 
Fat lamb worth gold. 

~8 Keep twins for breed, 
As ewes have need. 

£9 One calfe, if it please.ye, 
N owe reared shalt ease yeo 
Cal ves likely reare, 
At rising d yeare. 
Calfe large and leane, 
I best to weane. 

SO Calfe lickt take awaie, 
And house it ye maie. 
Thi point 1 allow, 
For ervant and cowe. 

51 ahres yonger than other, 
Learnes one of another. 

32 0 danger at all, 
To geld a 11ey fall ; 
Yet Mitchell crje , 
Plea e butchers eies. 

SS O\V rcadie to fare, 
Craves houswives care. 

35 'Vean uch for store, 
As sucks b fo re. 

eane onelie but thl'ee, 
Large breeders t.o bee.. 

6 Lam bulchin and pig, 
Geld under t1le big. 

37 Learne wit sir dolt, 
In gelding of colt. . 

88 Geld yong. thl tillie, 
perish will ginnie. 

Let gelding alone, . 
So large Of;OOD • 
By breathlie tits, 
Few profit hits. 

39 Breed ever tAe 
ADd do~the 



Miscellaneous Tracts. 

Of long and large, , 
' Take huswife a charge. 

4() Good cow and good ground, 
Yeelds yeerelie a pound. 
Good faring sow, 
Holds profit with cow. 

41 Who keepes but twaine, 
The more may gaine. 

'4~ Tieth justlie good garson, 
Else drive will the, parson. 

43 Thy garden twifaUow, 
Stroie, hemlocke, and mallow. 

44 Like practise they prove, 
. That hops do Jove. 

45 Now make and wand in, 
Trim bower to stand in : 
Leave warlling about, 
Till arbor be out. 

46 'Vho now sowes otes, 
Gets gold and grotes. 
Who sowes in 1\iaie, 
Gets little that waie. 

47 Go breake up land, 
Get mattocl e in hand. 
Stub root so tough, 
For breaking of plough. 

4i What greater .crime, 
Than lossd of time. 

49 Laie land for lease, 
Breake up jf ye please, 
But fallow not yet, 
'That liast anie wit. 

50 Where d"inke ye owe, 
., Good tilth bestow. . 

51 Small profit is found, 
By peeling of ground. 

51 LaItd past the best, 
up the rest. 

V."'_ II I. 

, 

Thus endeth Januaries Abstract, 
agreeing with Januaries Hus-

o bandrie. 

Other short llememhrancu. 

GET pulling hooke sirs, 
For broome and firs. 
Plucke broome, broome still, 
Cut broome, broome kill. 

Broome pluckt by aud by, 
Breake up for rie. 
Friend, ringle thy hog, 
Or look for a dQg. 

In casting provide, 
FOl" seed laie aside. 
Get doong, friend, mine, 
For stocke and vine. 

If earth be not soft, 
Go dig it aloft. 
For qualilire get boots, 
Stub alders and roots. 

Hop po1es war scant, 
For poles mo plant. 
Set chestnut and walnut, 

. ~t filberd and smaluut. 

Peach, plumtree, and cherie, 
Young baie and his berrie. 
Or set their stone, 
U ns.et leave out none. 

Soe kemeIs to bear, 
O~ apple and peare. 
All trees that beare gum, 
Set now as -they cum. 

Now set or remove, 
Such stocks as ye love. 

Here ends Januaries short Re • 
mtmbran.ces • 

Of Trees or RooII to be aet or r,­__ d. 
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~ :Aprico"ks. 
S Barberies. 

18 Pearplums, black nd yellow. 
19 Quince tree~ 

4 Bu\iesse, black and wllite. 
5 Cherie I red and black. 
6 Chestnut. 

iO Respis. 
21 Rei 0119. 

22 mall nuts. 
7 Cornet plum . 

Dam en , ' hite and blacke. 
Fitberd , rea and white. 

23 Strawberjes, red and white. 
24 'ervice trees. 

10 Goo beTie . 
11 Grapes, .whit and red. 
1 i Green or gra e plU( s. 
18 Hur lebelies. 
14 Medlers or Marle • 
1..) Mulberies. 
16 Peache , white and rea. 
17 Peare of all sorts. 

!l5 Walnut. 
26 Wardens, white and reel. 
!t7 Wheat plums. 

Now Bet ye may, 
The box and baie, 
Haitborn and prim, . 
For clothes trim. 

'Januaries Husba1ldrg. 

CHAP. XXXII.~ 

'A kindlie good laniuecre, 
FreeJeth pot by tho (cere. 

Forgotten month pat, 
Doo now at \.he lU6~ 

1 :\THEN Christmas is ended, bid feasting adue, 
Go plaie the ~ood husband, thy stocke to r nue; 
B mindful of rearing. in hope of a gain, 
Dame profit hall giv thee reward for thy paine. 

i 'Vho both by his <:alfe, and hi Ianthe will be known, 
May well kill a neat, and a sheepe of hi owne; 
And h that can !fear up a pig in his hou , 
Uath cheaper his bacon, aDd sweeter his sou e. 

"rbo eateth his veale, pig and lamhe being fr th, 
Shall twise in a week go to bed without broth; 
lJmkilfull that nasae not, but sell awaie sell, 
Shall never have plentie; where ever they dwell. 

• Be -greedie in pending, and carles to save, 
And .hordy be needie and readie to crave; 
Be wilfuU to kiU, and ul1skilfull to store, 
And looke for no foizeD, I tell thee before. 

• 



lJ.fiscellaneou3 Tracts. 

In hedging (\\therc claie is) get stake as ye know: 
Of popIel' and willow, for fewel to grow. 

7 Leave killing of conie, let doe go to buck, 
And vermine thy borrow, for feare of illlucke : 
Feed dove (no more killing) old dove-bouse repair, 
Save dove doong for hop yard, when house ye make faire. 

S Dig garden, stroy mallow, now may ye at ease, 
And set (as a dentie) thy runcifall pease; 
Go cut and set roses, choose aptly the plot, 
The rootes of the ypngest are best to be got. 

9 In time go and bargaine, least worser ye fall, 
For Fewell for making, for cariage and all ; 
To buie at th e ~tub, is tIle Lest for the buieT, 
More timely provision, the cheaper is fier. 

10 Some burneth a load at a time in his hall, 
Some never leave burning, til burnt they have al; 
Some making ofhavocke, without any wit, 
Make a many poore soules without fire to sit. 

11 If frost do conti ue, this lesson doth well, 
For comfort of cattel, the fewel to fell ; 
From everie tree, the superfluous bowes, 
Now prune fo1' thy neat, thereupon to goe browse. 

12 In pruning and trimming, al maner of trees, 
Reserve to eeh caltcl their properlie fees; 
If snowe do continue, sheepe hardly that fare, 
Crave mistle and ivie for them for to spare. 

13 Now lop for thy fewel, old pollenger grown, 
That hinder the corne, or the grasse to be mown; 
In lopping and felling, save edder and stake, 
Thine hedges as needeth, to mend or to make. 

14 In lopping old jocham, for feare of mishap, 
One hough staie ul1lopped, to cherish the sap; 
The second yeare after, then boldly ye may, 
For d,ipping his fellows, that bough cut awaie. 

15 Lop popler and. allow, elme, maple. and prie, 
Well saved from cattel. til summer to lie; 

, So faJ'. as in lopping,. their tops ye ~o fli~g, . 
So far without plantmg, yoong l,0PIC will sprmg. 

16 Such fewe! as standing, alate ye have bought. 
Now fell it and make it, aod do as ye ~bt; 

've charge to the hewert (that In&1)l things mars) 
o hew out for crotchea, for polea aDd for spars. 

RI1OO)val ~~ 
1'011. 

Tbt properl1 
of .oft wood . 
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460 Tract during the Reign of Ki,lg James. 

17 If llOpyard or orchard, ye mind for to have, 
For hop pol sand crotche , in lopping go save; 

hich husbandly saved, may serve at a push, 
And to by so haying, two O'aps with a busll. 

18 From Cillistrnas til May, be weI ntered in, 
orne cattel wax faint, and looke poorely and thin, 

And cheefelie when prime gras e, at first doth appeerc, 
Then most is the danger of all th whole yeere. 

19 Take vergis and heat it, a pint for a cow, 
Day salt a bandfDl~ to rub toong ye wot how; 
That done with the salt, let hir drinke of the rest, 
Thi many times raiseth tIl feeble up best. 

iO Poore bullocke with browling, and naughtily fe~ 
carce fe deth, bir teeth be so Joose in hir hed ; 

Then slice ye the laile, where ye feele it so 80ft, 
'Vitb soot anil witJi garlicke, bound to it aloft. 

SI By brembles and buslles, in pasture too full, 
Poore beepe be in danger, and looseth their wool ; 
N w there or thine ewe, upon lamming so Deere, 
Desireth in pasture, that aU 1l1ay be cleere. 

22 Leave grubbing or pulling, of bushes (my onne) 
Till tiineHe thy fences, require to be done; 
Then take of the best, for to furnish thy turne, 
And home with the rest, for the fier to burne. 

is III eVfrie greene, if the fence be not thine, 
ow stub up the bushes, the grasse to he flne ; 

Lea t neignhor do daily, so backe them belive, 
That neither thy. bushes, nor pasture can thrive. 

i4 In ridding of pasture~ with turfe that lie by, 
FiI everie hole up. as close s a die; " 
The labour is little, the profit is gay, 
Whatever the loitering labourers say. 

i!; The sticks and the stones, go and gather up c1eene, 
For hurting of sieth, Of for halming of grtene; 
For fear of hew prowler, gel home with the re t. 
When frOBt is ·at hardest, then cariage is best. 

i6 Yong broome or "good' ~re thy ewes do require; 
Warme barth and-in aaltty their 'lambs do desire; 

t Looke .often wel to them, for foxes and dogs, 
i For pitl ud for brambles, 10"£ vermin and bqg • 



JrfiscellllneOU8 Tracte. 

But. if ye do mind, to have milk of tlle dame 
Til May do not sever the lambe from the sa~e. 

28 Ewes yeere]y by twinning, rich maisters do make 
~he la~1b~ for such .twinnel:s, for breeders go tak~. 
1' 01' twmlmgs be twtggers, Increase for to bring, 
Though some for their twigging peccavi may sing. 

~9 Calves likely that come, betweene Christmas and Lent, 
Take huswife to reare, or else after repent; 
Of such as do fall, between change and the prime, 
No rearing but sel, 01' go kill them in time. 

SO House calfe, and go suckle it twise in a day, 
And after a while, setjt water and hay; 
Stake ragged to rub all, no such as will bend, 
Then weane it weI tended, at fifty daies end. 

S 1 The senior weaned, his yonger shal teach; 
How both to dl'inke water, and hay for to reach; 
More stroken and made of: when ought it cloth aile, 
More gentle ye make it, for yoke or the paile. 

82 Geld bul, ca1fe, and ram lamb, as soon as they fal, 
For therein is lightly no danger at al ; 
Some spareth the tone for to pleasure the eie, 
To have him shew greatert when butchers shal bie. 

~s Sowes ready to farrow this time of the yeere, _ 
Are for to made of, and counted full deere; 
For now is the ]osse, of the far of the sow, 
More great then the Iosse, of two calves of thy cow· 

54 Of one sow togither, reare few above five, 
And those of the fairest, and likeliest to thrive; 
Ungelt of'the best, keepe a couple for store, 
One bore pig and so IV pig, that sucketb before. 

35 Who hath a desire, to have store very large, 
At Whitsuntide, let him give huswife .a charge, 
To reare of a sow at once, only but three, 

• And one of them also a bore for to be. 

36 Geld under the dam, within fortnight at least, 
/ And save both thy mony, and life of the beast; 

Geld latt:r with geiders, as many one do, 
And looke of a dosen, to geld away two. 

Sf Thy colts for the saddle, geld yong to be light, 
For cart do not so, if thou judgest aright ,; 
Nor geld not, bu~ when they aT 1.UI\.Y a.nd fat, . 
FOl' there is a pOInt to be learned 18 that. 

OCgeldln,. 

A ",ay to ban 
a.larF brcecl of •• 
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Tract during the Reign Qf King James, 

~o Good mllchcow \Vel fed, that i faire and sound. 
I y erely for pT fit. as ood a a pound; 
And yet by the yeere, I have proved yer now, 
As good to the pur e, is so -,v s a cow. 

1 Keepe one and kcepe both, with a litt1 a cost, 
Then all &hall b saved, ana nothing be 10 t; 
Roth having together, what profit is caught, 
Good hu wives (I warrant ye) need not be taught, 

42 For lambe, pig, and caife, nd for other the Ii ~ 
Tithe so as thy cattel, the Lord do not trike; 

r if ye deale guilefully, parson wil dreve, 
And so to your seife worse turn ye may ge e. 

43 Thy garden plot lately, weI trenched and muckt, ... 
Would now be twifallowd, the mallows out. pluckt, 
, e1 clenserl and purgecl, of root and of tone, 
Tllat fault thereiu afterward found may non : .. 

44< Remember thy: }Jopyaro, if easult be dl'i , 
• ow dig it aud weed it, and .80 let it lie; 

More fenny the laier, th better his lust, 
~{ore apt to heare hop, when it crumbles like dust.. 

'5 To arbor begun, and quick setted about, 
No pow ling nor wad ling, til set b far out; 
For rotteD and aged, may stand for a shew. 
But bold to their takliDi, there do but a few. 

46 In January husband, that pucheth the grotes, 
Wil hreake up his lay, or be owing of ote ; 
Otes OWDe in January, lay by thy wheat, 
In May by the bay, for the cattel to eat. 

.7 Let servant be read)' 'tb i hand. 
To stub out be ... t 1lOietb the land; 
And cumbel'lOlDC ~ 10 annoying the plough, 
TurDe upward ...., with furrow inoug~ 

. fallow 01' lay, 
._IICII~· IDIDY: a way.; 
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This trimly we~ ended, doth forwardly bring. 
Not only thy tIllage but all other thing. 

49 Though lay land ye break up, when Christmas i O'on 
For sowing of barly, 01' otes thereupon; 
Yet haste not to fallow, til March be begun, 
Least afterward wishing, it had bin undun. 

50 Such land as ye breake up, for barly to sow, 
Two earths at the least, yer ye sow it bestow; 
If land be ,.hereafter, set otinO' apart, 
And follow this Ie son, to comfort thine hart. 

51 Som breaking up laic, soweth otes to begin, 
To Bueke out the moisture, so sower therein, 
Get otes with her sucking, a peelet' is found, 
Both ill to the maister, and worse to some ground .. 

52 Land arable, driven or worne to the proofe, 
It craveth some rest, for thy profits behoofe ; 
With otes ye may sow it, the sooner to grasse, 
More soone to be pasture, to bring it to passe. 

Thus ends the Januaries Husbandry. 

1 LAY compas ina,,", 
Yer ever ye plow. 

2 Place doong heaps alowe, 
More barlie to grow_ 

3 Eat etch or ye plow, 
Witb bog, sheep, and cow. 
Sow lintals ye may, 
And peason gray. 
Keepe white unsowne, 
Till more be knowne. 

4 So we pease good trull, 
The ,oone J:clst full. 
F'ine seeds thea sow, 

. Whilst moone doth grow. 

5 Boy foRo", the plougl1, 
And barrow inougb, 
SO harrow abaU, 
Till cove be aU. 

Februaries Abstract. 

CHAP. XXXIII. 

6 Sow pease not too thin, 
Yer plough ye set in. 

7 Late sowen sore noieth. 
Late ripe hog st oieth. 

8 Some provender save, 
For plough horse to have: 
10 oxen that draw, 
Give haie and not straw .. 
To steeres ye may, 
Mixe straw with haie. ' 

9 }fuch carting, ill tillage, 
Make some to flie village .. 

10 Use cat tel aright, 
To keepe them in plight. 

11 Good quickset buie, 
OW- gathered will die. 
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AIls fish they get, 
That commeth to net. 

Who mucke regard., 
Makes hillocks j yard,. 

Here endea Februaries short Remembrances. 

Februaries Hushandrit. 

CHAP. XXXIV. 

1'ebruary fill the dike. 
With that thou doost like. 

Forgotten month palt~ 
Doo now at thfl last. 

1 WHO laieth on, doong, yer he laieth on plow, 
Such husbandry usetb, as thrift doth allow: 
One month yer ye spread it, SO still Jet it stand; 
Yer ever to plow it, Joe take it in hand. 

2 Place doong heap alo\'V, by the furrow along, 
Where water all winter time, did it such wrong : 
So make ye the land, to be lusty and fat, 
And corne thereon Bowne, to be better for that. 

~ Go plough in the stubble, for now is the season. 
For sowing of titches. of beanes and of peason : 
Sowe runcivals timely, and al that be gray, 
But sowe not the white til S. Gregories day. 

t Sowe peason and beanes, in the wane of the moone'. 
Who soweth thtm sooner, he soweth too soone: 
That they with the planet, may rest and arise, 
And flourish WIth bearing most plentiful wise. 

5 Friend harrow in time, by some maner of meanes ; 
Not onely thy peason, but also thy beafi(~s 
U nharrowed die, being buried in clay, 
Wh~re harrowed flourish, as flowers in May. 

6 Both peason and heanes, sowe afore ye do plow, 
The sooner ye harrow, the better for you: 
Whi te peason so gOl.ld. for the purse and the pot, 
Let them be wei used, else weI do ye not. 

7 Have eie unto han-est, whatsoever ye Bowe, 
For fcare (If mischaunces, by fiping too slow, 

.I Least corne be d stroied, contrary to right. 
By hogs or by cattel, by day or uy night: 

Good provender. labouring horses would have, 
GoOd haie and good plenty, plow oxen do crave: 
To bale out thy mucke, and to plow out thy ground; 
Or else it may binder thee many a pound • 

• OL. III. 3 N 
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9 Who slacketh hi tillage, a carter to be, 
For groat got abroad, at home shal100se three: 
And so by hi doing, he brings out of hart, 
Both lal)rl for the corne, and horse for the cart. 

10 \Vho abuseth bis cattel, and starve! them for mea~ 
carting or plowing, his gaine i not great, 

\Vbere he that with labour can use them aright. 
Hath gaine to his comfort, and cattle in plight. 

I] Buy quickset at market, llew gathered and small, 
Buy bushe or willow, to fen e it withaU: 
et wilJows to gro\V, in the stead of a stake, 

For cattell in 8uml~lerJ a shadow to make. 

1 Sticke plenty of bowes, among runcival pease, 
To climber thereon, and to branch at their ease: 
• 0 doing, more tender and greater they wt:x, 
If peacocke and turkey. leave jobbing their bex. 

15 TO ow and goe harrow, where redge ye did drawe. 
The seed of the bremble, with kirnell and hawe; 
Which covered overlie, soone to shut out, 
Go ee it be ditched, and fensed about. 

14 Where bankes be amended, and newly up cast, 
SOme mustard eed, after a shower he past: 
Where plots ful of nettles, be lloi orne to eie. 
Sowe thereupon hempseed, aud nettles wii die. 

! 5 The vines and the osiers, cut and go set, 
If gra.pe be unpleasant, a better go get: 
}'eed swan, and 0"0 make hit' Ip tron~ly nest., 

or feare of a floud, good and hie is tile best. 

16 Land medow that yecrely, is spared for hay, 
Now fense it and !lpare it, and doong it ye may: 
Get moule-catcher cunninly, moule f6f to kill, 
ADd barrow, and cast abroad e\'cry hill. 

17 Where rnedo or paature, to mow ye do lay, 
Let moule be dispatched, some maner of wai 
Then cast abroad moulhil, as flat as ye can, 
For many commodities, following thau. 

18 If pasture by nature, is giveD to be wet, • 
Then beare with the molehil, though thicke it be set: 
TIlat lambe may sit on it, and BO to sit drie, 
Or _lie bJ it, tJlc warmer to lie. 

• 
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19 Friend alway Jet this be, a part of thy care 
For shift of good pasture, lay pasture to sp~re: 
So have you good teeding, in bushets and lease 
And quickly safe finding, of cattel at ease. ' 

20 Where cattel may run about, roving at wil, 
From pasture to pasture, poore belly to fill : 
There pasture and cattel, both hungry and hfl.re, 
For want of good husbandry, worser do fare. 

21 Now thresh out thy barly, for malt or for seed, 
For bread-corne (if need be) to serve as shal need :. 
If worke for the thresher, ye nnnd for to have .. 
Of wheat and of mestlin, un threshed go save. 

~2 Now timely for Lent stuffe, thy money disburse. 
The longer ye tarrie, for profit the wursse : . 
If one pennie vantage, be therein to save, 
Of coastman or Fleming, be sure to have. 

Thus endeth Februaries Husbandry. 

Marches Abstract. 

CHAP. XXXV 

1 WmTE peason sow, 
Scare hungry crow. 

2 Spare medow for haie, 
Spare marshes at lYIaie. 

S Keepe sheepe from dog, 
:K eepe lams from hog, 
If foxes mowse them, 
Then watch or howse tl1em. 

.. March drie or wet, 
Hop grounds go set, 
Y oong roots weI dl'est, 
P Dove ever best. 
Grant hop great hil, 
To grow at wil. 
From hop long gut, 

• Awaie go cut. 

SHere learne the waie, 
Hop roots to laie. 

t) Roots best to prove, 
Thus set 1 love. 

7 Leave space and room; 
To hillock to come. 

8 Of hedge and wiUow. 
Hop makes his pillow. 
Good bearing hop, 
Climes up to the top. 
Keepe hop from SUD, 
And hop IS undun. 

9 Hop tooles procure, 
That may indure, 
Iron crow like a stake, 
Deepe hole to make. 
A scraper to pare, 
The earth about bare. 
A bone to raise root, 
Like sole of a boot. 
Sharp knife to cut, 
Superfluou gut. 

10 Who grafting love. 
Now grafting provea. 
Of everie suit, 
GraWe daintie fnai" 
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rook and raven, 
ke a new l1~ven. 

u ndetb Marcbe Ab tract, agree­
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Seedl find HedrlJl for the rKitcncn. 

Awens. 
Betonie. 
Bleetes or beetes, white Ot yellow. 
Blood wort. 
Buglos. 
Burnet. 
Burrage. 
Cabage remove in Ju e. 
Clarie. 
Coleworts. 
Cressese. 
Endive. 
Fennell. 
French rnalows. 
French safferon sette in August. 
Langdebeefe. 
Leekes remove in June. 
Lettis remove in May. 
Longwort. 
Liverwort. 
Marigolds ofttn cut. 
Mercurie, 
Mints at all times. 
Nep. 
Omons from Decem ber to March. 
Orach or arach, red and white. 
Patience. 
Parcelie. 
Penyriall. 
Primrose. 
Poret. 
Rosemarie in the spring time to growf', 

southe or west. 
age red and white. 

English saffron set in Augu t. 
Summer savorie. 
Sorell. 
SpinaO'e. 
Suckerie. 
Seith • 
Tansie. 
Time. 
Violet} of al] sorts. 
Wint!r sa'iory .. 

Hearo, ud Roots for Sallels alld Sauce. 

1 Alexanden at all times. 
2 Articbo I. 

~ Blessed Thistle, or Carduu8 benedictu!. 
4 Cucumbers in April and May. 
S Cressus, sowe with letus in die spring. 
6 Endive. 
7 Mustard seede, so we in the spring and 

at Michelmas, 
8 Muske million, in Aprill and May. 
9 Mints. 

10 Purslane. 
11 Raddish, after remove them. 
1 ~ Ram pions. 
13 Rokat in April. 
14 Sage. 
15 Sorell. 
16 Spinage for tIle summer. 
17 Sea bolie. 
18 Sparage, let growe twoe yeeres, and 

then remove. 
19 Skil'ets, set these plants in March. 
20 Suckerie. 
~ 1 Tarragon, sette in slippes in March. 
2.2 Violets of all colour . . 

These buie with the peny, 
Or looke not foc any. 

I Capers. 
2 Lemmans. 
S Olives. 
4 Orenge. 
5 Rise. 
6 Sampire. 

Hearbs and roots, to boUt or to butter. 

I Beans, set in winter, 
2 Cabbages, sowe in MarcIle and after 

remove. 
S Carets. 
4 Citrons, sowe in Maie. 
5 Gourds in Maie. 
6 N avews sown jn June. 
7 Pompions in Maie, 
8 Persneps in win tel'. 
9 Runcivall pease set in wintel', 

10 Rapes· sowe in June, 
11 -Turneps in March and Apl'ill. 

Strowing Heat'os qf all Sort~ .. 

1 Buill fiue and busht sowe in Maie .. 
i Baulme in March. 
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Miscellaneous T1·acts. 

Dittaine, or garden gi11ger. 
Gromell seed for the stone. 

10 Hartstoong. 
11 Horehound. 

21 Saxifrage for the stone. 
22 Savine for the bots. 
23 Switchwort. 

12 Lovage for the stone. 
IS Licoras. 

24 Valerian. 
25 Woodbin. 

14 Mandrake. Thus ends in breefe, 
Of hearbs the chiefe. 
To get more skil, 
Read whom ye will 
Such mo to have, 
0f field go crave.· 

15 Mugwort. 
16 Pionees. 
17 Poppie. 
18 Rew. 
19 Rubarb. 
20 Smalach for swellings. 

• To this enumeration of herbs and flowers, "hich argucs TUSSl'f to have been a skilful gardenet, m y be 
addcd the rules given in The Shepherd's KGlender jor Diet Gila avoiding Contagioul Sicknm. 

Who will bo whole, and keepe himsclfo from sickne.Sle, 
And resist the stroke of pcstilence, 

Let him be glad, and voide all heavinesse, 
flee wicked ayres, eschew the presence 

Of infect places, causing the violence, 
Dl;nking good wines, of holesomc meates take, 

Smell sweete things, and for thy defence, 
Walke in deane ayre, and eschew the mists blake.; 

With voyda'Stomncke, outlvllrd thee not dresse, 
Rising up enrly, with fire have sustainc, 

Delight in gardens, for tbe great sweetness, 
To be well clad, do thy diligencc, 

Kcepe well thyselfe from inconvenience, 
In stewcs ne bathes, no sojorne thou make, 

Opening of the pores, this doth great offence, 
Walke in deaue ayre, and eschew the mists blake. 

Eate no raw flesh for no greedinesse, 
And frOID fruite ket'pe thy abstenence, 

Pullets and chickens for their tendernesse, 
Eatc thou with sauce, spare for no expenee, 

"ergious, vineger, and the influence 
Of hole olUe spices, I do undertake, 

The morro"'s steepe called golden in sentence, 
Great hclpeth against the mists so bl ke. 

For health of body, Cover {!'om cold thy bead, 
Eatc no raw moates, take good he de hecreto, 

Drink hoJesome wine, feed thee on light bread. 
With au appetite rise from thy mente also; 

With women ged fil!shly have noL to do, 
UpOll thy skepe, driuke not of the cuppe. 

GJad toward bed, at morrow both two, 
And uso never Jate for to suppe. 

And if it so be, that leachc~ to th<!e faile, 
Th n t ke good heed, to u e thing! tlm~e. 

Tcmporolte diet, temporate travaill. 
Not maliciou , for none adverslty, 

leek in trouble, glad in povcily. 
Rich with liulc, cont nt witb sufliciance. 

Nev r grudging, merry like ~hy degree. 
If pby ieke Jake, make thiS thy governance. 



Hav~ iD hate raoutlit that • doubt. 
SutTer at day table 00 \tiUaC~n. 

Have d4liplpt of fC)1k tbat make trouble, 
Of falee ravinuun and adulation. 
ithin thy plac~ suffer no division, 
Whh thy bouahold; it ,haU ca inc:reue 

Of all ,,~ ~ aai foy.on, 
With ~ ~Ji~ ~ rest u4 ~.:.. 



Miscellalleou, ".Practl. 

'! pare meadow at Gregory, marshes at Paske, 
For feare of dry summer, no longer time aske ; 
When hedge them and ditch them, bestow thereon pence~ 
Come, meadow, and pasture, aske alway good sense. 

, Of mastivtt .Iid mungrels, that many we sec, 
A number of thousands, too many there be; _ 
'Watch therefore in Lent, to thy sheepe go and looke, 
For dogs will have vittles, oy hook and by crooke. 

4 III March at the furthest, drie sea on or wet, 
Hop roots so well chosen, Jet skilful go set ; 
The goeler and yonger, the better I love. 
Well gutted and pared, the better tbey prove. 

5 Some laieth them crossewise, along in the ground; 
-As lligh as the knee, they do cover up round; . 
Some pricke up a sticke, in the mids of the same, 
That little round hillocke, the better to frame. ' 

6 Some maketb a lUl:llownes, l1al~ n· foot deepe, 
\Vith foure sets in it, set slantwise asteepe; 
One foot from Dother, in order to lie, 
And thereon a hillock as round as a pie. 

7 Five foot from anotller, eeb billock would stand, 
As straight as a levelled line with the hand; 
Let every hillocke, be foure foot wide, 
The better to come to) on every side. 

S By wiUowes th t groweth, thy hop yard without, 
Aud also by hedges, thy meadows about; 

SutTer in time, in thy right hand be bold, 
SWeR1'C 1I0ne other, mon to beguile, 

In youtb be lusty. and sad when thou art olUj 
No worldly joy iasteth but a whilc. 

Dine not at morrow before thine appetitt. 
ClclIre lI)re and walkil:lg maketh good dig8lti()D. 

Between meals uruak not for no forward deligbt, 
But thirst 01' tra"ll give the oceask>n. 

Over salt meat dotb great oppression 
To feeble stomackes when u.e, c:aDDOt refraine, 

for nutbmg cODtrarie &0 &bar coapIedOD, 
Of greedie hands the atomacko ba.h areal ~. 

.. 



Tracts during tilt Rtign of King James. 

Cood hop hath a pleasure, to clime and to spread, 
If sunne May have passage1 to comfort hit' head. 

'9 Get crow made of iron, deepe hole for to make, 
With crosse overtbwart it, as sharpe as a stake; 
:A bone and a parer, like fole of a boat, 
To pare away grasse, ancI to rai e up the root. 

10 In March is good grassing, the kilful do know, 
So long a the wind, in the east do not blow; 
}'rom moone being changed, till past be tbe prime, 
For graffing and cropping, is very good time. 

'11 Things graffed or planted, the greate t and least, 
Defend against tempest, the bird and the beast 
Defended shal prosper, the totber is lost, 
The thing with tht labour, the time and the co t. 

1.~ ow barty in 1\rfarch, in April and lay, 
The later in land, the sooner in claie ; 
What worser for barly, than wetnes and cold !' 
What better to kilfuJ, tlian timt: to tie bold. 

13 Who soweth his barly too soone or in raine, 
Of otes and of thistle, shal after com p1aine; 
I speake not of May weed, cockle and such, 
That noicth the barty, so often and much. 

,1 Let barJy be barrowed finely a dust, 
Theil wUlkmanty trench it, and fence it ye must. 
This sea on. weI plied, set sowing an end, 
And praise and Rraise God~ a good hal'vest to send. 

J5 Some rowleth their barlie, strait after 8 raine, 
When first it appeareth, to level it plaine; 
The barley 80 Uled, the better doth grow. 
And hand~ e ntake it, at haf\'est to mow. 

16 Otes, barly, aDd peate, barrow after ye sow, 
For rie harrow tint. as already ye know; 
Leave wheat little clod, for to cover the head, 
That after a frost, it may out and go spread. 

iu ~I, from mora to nijht, 
.. _rsw.~-lQ& ~ huswi light; 

... _~_;other like pWt; 
, • &lid to fiirzu.b their pot. 



If,fistellaneous T1·UCft. 

19 The nature of flowers, dame phisickc doth show, 
She teacheth them aI, to be known to a few; 
To set or to sow, or else SOWIH' to rernoove, 
How that should be practised, learne if ye love. 

iO Land falling or lying, ful south or southwest, 
For profit by tillage, is lightly the best.; 
So garden with orchard, and hop yard I find, 
That want the like benefit grow out of kind. 

21 If field to bear corne, a good ti Ilage doth crave, 
What think ye of garden, what garden would lla 'e r 
In field without cost, be assured of weedes; 
In garden be sure, thou losest tllY seeds. . 

22 At spring for the summer, sowe garden ye shal, 
At harvest for winter, or sowe not at al; 
Oft digging, remooving, and weeding ye sec, . 
Makes hearbe the more holsol1lel and greater to be .. 

23 Time faire to sowe, or to gather be bold, 
But set or remove, when the weather is cold; 
Cut at thing or gather, the moone in the wane) 
But sowe in increasing, or give it his bane. 

24 Now sets do aske watering, with pot or with dish, 
New sowne do not so, if ye do as I wish; 
Through cunning with dibble, rake, mattocke, and spade" 
By line and by level, trim garden is mude. 

25 Who soweth too lateward, l1ath sildome good seed, 
Who soweth too soon, little better shal speed; 
Apt time and the eason, so divers to hit, 
Let aier and laier, helpe practise and wit. 

~6 Now leekes are ~n season, for pottage full good, 
And spareth the milchcow, and purgeth the blood; 
These having with peason, for pottage in Lent, 
Thou sparest both otemel, and breaa to be spent. 

£7 Though never so much, a good huswife doth care, 
-- That sucb as do labour. have husbandly fare; 

Yet feed them and cram them, til purse do lacke chinke~ 
No spoon meate, no bellyfu~ labourers thinke. 

I 
!tiS Klll crow, pie and cadow, rooke, buzard, and raven, 

Or else go desire them, to aeek a new ~ven; 
In scaliDa the youngest, to pluckc oil his becke, 
Be ware °how ye climbef, for breaking JOur necke. 

Thus endetb Marches huabadry. 

Tflluo" poll 
Iud. 

Imtroy plet. 
rooke., ud rao 

,-em .HI.h, ~e. 



.Aprils .Ab.tract. 

CHAP. XXXVII. 

1 SOKE champiOlis laYI 
To fallow in Maie. 

i 'Vhen tilth plowes breake, 
Poor cattell cries creake. 

3 One day yer ye plough, 
Spread com pas inClw. 

4 Some fodder buieth, 
In fen where it lieth. 

5 Thou champion wight 
Hal' cow meat f() lligb~ 

6 Set hop his pole, 
Make deep hi hole. 

7 First barke go sell, 
Yel' timber ye fell. 

8 Fense copie in, 
Yer hewers begin. 

9 The straightest ye know, 
1"01' staddle let grow. 

10 Crabtree preserve, 
For plough to serve. 

11 Get timber out, 
Yer yeere about, 

1i Sam cuntry lack plowmeat 
And lome do laclce cowmeat. 

13 Small commons and bare, 
Yeelda cattel ill fare. 

15 Some champions agree, 
As waspe doth with bee. 

16 Get swineheard for hog, 
But kill not with dog, 
'Vhere swinheal'd doth lack, 
Corne goeth to wrack. 

17 Al goes to the divell, 
Where shepheard is eyilt. 

18 Come llome from land1l 

'Vith stone in hand. 

19 Man cow provides, 
'Vife dairieguides. 

,20 Slut Cisley untaught, 
Hath whitrncat naught. 

il Some bringeth in gaines, 
Some lose beside paines. 

!li Run Cisse, fault known, 
With more than thine own. 
Such mistris, uch Nan, 
Such maister such Olan. 

Thus endetb Aprils Abstract, 
agreeing with Aprils Hus­
bandry. 



.Alircellaneous Tt'acts. 

Then tlrlnkin~ 80 doing, one tillage worth twaine, 
Dy forcing of weed, by that meanes to refraine. 

2 If April be ()ripping, then do I not bate, 
For him that hath little, llis fallowing late; 
Else otherwise fallowing, timcly is best, 
For saving of C:lttei, of plough and the rest. 

3 "Be sure of ph:mgh to be ready at hand, 
Yer comras ye spread, that on hillocks did tand; 
Least dl'ying so lying, do make it decaie, 
Yer ever much water do wash it awaie. 

4 Looke now to provide ye, of medow for hay, 
If fens be undrowned, there cheapest yc may stand j 
In fen for the bullockc, for hor c not so weI, 
Count be t the be3t cheap, vheresoever yc dweI: 

5 Provide ye of cowmeat, for catter at night, 
And chiefly where commons lie far out of sight ; 
Where catte1 blj tied without any meat, 
That profit by uairy, can ne'/el' be great. 

6 Get into thy hop yard, with plenty of poles, 
Amongst the same hillocks, divide them by doles; 
Threc poles to a hillock, (I passe not how long) 
Shall yeekl thee more profit, set deepely and strong. 

7 SeU bark to the tanner, yer timber ye fel, 
Cut low by the ground, or else do ye not wet 
In breaking save crooked, fQl' mill and for ships: 
And ever in hewing, save carpenters chips. 

8 First see it well fenced, yer hewers begin, 
Then see it well stadled, without and within; 
Thu being preserved, and husbandly dOll, 
Shall soonel' raise profit} to thee or thy soone. 

9 Leave growing for staddles, the likest and best, 
Though seller and buier, dispatched the rest; 
In bushes, in hedgerow, in grove, and in wood, 
Tbi lesson observed, is needful and good. 

ve elm, ash, and crabtree, for cart and for plough, 
ave rep for a stile, of the crotch of the bough; 

Save haUlfoi forks, save sallow for mire, 
Save hUM:r aDd thoiae, thereof Haile for to make. 

t 1 Make riddance of oana.'f!. 
For spoiliog of nc;wly come Ollt. 
Go carter with , this mesa~ 1 bring, 
Leave not oxe ab~, fer anA IDS Jho • 

. , 

Put pole. to 
)0111 bOIII. 

Sladllll, or 
wooda. 
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Tracts during tl, Reign of King James. 

It A.llowance of fodder, some countries do yeeld, 
As good for the cattel as bate in the fi Id; 
Some rno up their bedlonds, and plots among corne, 

nd driven to leave nothing, unmown or unshorn. 

1 S Some commons are barren, tIle nature is such, 
And SOme overlaieth the commons too much. 
The pestered commons, smal profit doth give, 
And profit as little, some reape I beleeve. 

14 Some pe tel' the commons, with jades and with gees~, 
·ith hog without ring, and with sheepe without flee e ' 
orne 10 e a daies labonr, with seeking their own, 
orne meet with a bootie they would not ba,'c known. 

15 Great trouble and los e , the champion see, 
And e\'er in brawling, as wasps amongst bees: 
As charity that way, appeareth but smal, 
'0 les e be their winningsl or nothing at all. 

10 Where champion wanteth, a winheard for hog, 
There many complaineth, of naughty mans do : 
Where each his own keeper, appoints without care, 
There corne is destroied, yel' men be aware. 

17 The land is weI harted, witn helpe of the fold, 
For on~ or two crop. if so long it wjl hold: 
If shepard would keepe them, from stroymg of corne, 
The walke of his sh epe might the better be bome. 

18 Where stone bee too many, annoying thy land, 
Make servant come home, with a stone in his hand; 
By daily so doing, ha plenry ye shal, 
Both handsome for paving, and good for a wai. 

flO II hUlwife u kilfuL to make her own cheese, 
Through trUlti~ ofotheu, ~h this for fee, 
Hir tni~ra and creampo to slabberd and so t, 
That butter is wall' aad is balfe lost. 



Mlscellaneous Tt·acts. 

Such maister such man, such mistrisse such maid, 
Such husband and huswife, such houses araid. 

Topping Gllests. 

As wife that will, 
Good husband please,. 

Mu t shun with skil, 
Such ghest'l as these. 

So Cisse that serves, 
Must marke this note: 

What fault deserves, 
A brushed cote. 

Gehezie, Lots wife, and Argus his eies, 
Tom piper, poore cobler, and Lazarus thies. 
Rough Esau, with Maudlin, and gentiles that scral, 
With bnshop that bumeth, thus know ye them all. 

These toppingly ghests, be in number but ten, 
As welcome in dairie, as beares among men : 
Which being described, take heed of ye shall, 
For danger of afterclaps, after that faU. 

I Gehezie his sicknesse, was whitish anddrie. 
uch cheeses, good Cisley, ye flotted to nie : 

i Leave Lot with hi .. pillar, good Ci.ley, alone, 
Much saltnesse in fhitemeat, is il for the stone. 

5 If chee es in dairy, have Argus his eies, 
Tel Ci ley the fault in her huswiffel'Y lies. 

4 Tom piper hath hoven, and puffed up cheekes: 
If cheese be so hoven, make Cisse to seeke creeks. 

5 Poore cobler he tuggedl his leatherly trash: 
If cheese abide tugging, tug Cisley a crash. 

6 If Lazer so lothsome, in cheese be espide, 
Let baies amend Cisley, or shift her aside. 

7 Rough Esau was 1 airie, from top to the fut, 
If cheese so appearcth, call eisley a slut. 

S As Maud len wept, so would Cisley be drest, 
}'or whey in her cheeses, not halfe inough prest. 

9 If gentiles be scrawling, cal maggot the pie, 
If cheeses have gentiles, at Cisse by and by. 

10 Bles e Cisley (good miatris) thit bushop doth ban, 
I~or burning the milke of her cheese to the pan. 

Iftbou (SO ot\ beaten) 
Amendest by this: 

I wit no more threaten, 
I promise thee Cis. 

Thus dairy maide Cisley, rehearsed ye see, 
Wbat faults wiUrCOod hus\Vift, in dairy house be, 

9 
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Tracts iltming tke Rl!'tTn (if King Jam . 

Of market abhorred, to houshold a griefe, 
To rnaister and mistresse, a ill as a theefc. 

Thus endetll Ap'rils Husbandry. 

fays Abstract. 

CHAP." XXI t . 

1 Pu T lam lie fro ewe, 
To miLK a ewe. 

2 De not too bold, 
To milke and to fold. 

:3 Five e 'e allow, 
To e\'erie cow. 

Sheepe wriggling taile, 
Hath mad without faile. 

[) Beat hard in the reed, 
Where bouse hath need. 

6 Leave cropping from !\faie, 
To Michehuas daie. 
Let ivie be killed, 
El e tree will be spilled. 

8 Be sure of haie, 
Till the end of l\faie. 

9 Let sheepe till flan e, 
Where corne is toO rauke. 
In woodland le er, 
In champion never. 

10 To weeding awaie, 
A aoone as ye may. 

1 J For COfne ere read,. 
What naugbty weed. 

J. Who weeding fl1acketh, 
Good husbandrie'tII.QI ... 

JS Sowe buob or ~c, 
That tmeII 

l' Thy branke go and SOlVe, 
'Vhere barlie did growe. 
The uext crop wheat, 

busbandrje neat. 

15 owe pe cods some, 
For harvest to come. 

16 Sowe hempe and flax, 
That spining lacks. 

17 Teach bop to clime. 
F.or now it is time, 

1 Throu h foules and weede 
Poore hop ill Bp eds. 

ut off or crop, 
Superfluous bop. 
The titters or tine, 

lakes hop to pine. 

19 ome raketh their wheat , 
'Yith rake tbat is gre t, 
So titters and tine, 
Be gotten out fine. 

ow sets do crave, 
me weeding to have. 

21 Now draine as ye lik , 
lloth ftn and <-like. 

!2i 'Vatch bees in Maie, 
For swarming awaie. 
Both now and in Junejt 

uke maister bees tune. 

is TwifaUow thy laud, 
Least plough else stand. 

!4 No kluger. tarrie, 
Out compa carrie. 

. . 

\ 
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If,fiscellaneou Tracta. 

6 et Jacke and Jone, 
To gathel' up stone. 

9.7 To ras e wi th thy calves, 
Take nothing to halves. 

28 Be sure tby neat, 
Have water and meat. 

29 By tainting of ground, 
Destruction is found. 

30 Now carriage get, 
Home fewell to fet. 
Tel fagot and billet, 
For filching gillet. 

'I In summer for firing, 
Let citie be buying. 
Marke colliers packing, 
Lea t coles be lacking, 
See opened acke, 
For two in a paclre. 

52 Let nodding patch, 
Go sleepe a snatch. 

33 Wife s you will. 
Now plie you stil. 

34 Fine ba il sowe, 
In a pot to grow; 
Fine ccds sowe now, 
Before ye saw how. 

35 Keepe axe from co we 
1'01' causes enow. 

Thu endeth Maies Abstract arge~ 
iug witb Maies Husbandrie. 

Other short Remembrances. 

From bull cow fast, 
Tlll Crowchmas be past, 
From heifer bul hid thee, 
Till Lamm~s bid thee. 

Here endes Maies short Remembrances. 

lI-fayu Husballdry. 

CHAP. XL. 

Cold May and windy, Forgotten month past, 
Barne fil\eth up fin Iy. Doo now at tbe last. 

1 'r Philip and Jacob, away with the lambs, 
That thinke t to have a y milke of their dams: 
At Lammas leave milking, for feare of a thing, 
Least t'l''luiem eternam in winter they sng. 

e To milke and to fold them, i much to require, 
Except ye have pasture to fill their desire: 

et many by milki ng. such heed they do take, 
at hurting their bodies, much profit do make. 

Five ewes to a cow, make proofe by a score, 
Shal double thy dairy, else trust me no more. 
Yet maya good huswife, that knoweth the skil1 • 

Haveml.·tand unJ .i. t at Jlir pleasure and wil. 

VOL. lIl. 
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Tracts during the Reign qfKing Jamu. 

If shcepe or thy lambe, fat a wrigling with taite. 
Go by and by earoh it, whiles helpe may prevaile ; 
That barbarlie handled, I dare tbee assure, 
Ca t dust in ner 8rse, thou hast finisht the cure. 

S \Vhel'e hOUt~es oe reeded (as houses hay need) 
ow pare off th rno e, and 0 beat in thee re c1 : 

Tbeju tel' ye drive it, the smoother and plaine, 
More hand ome ye make it, to hut off the raine. ' 

6 ~From fay til October, leave cropping, for why r 
In wood seere, whatsoever thou croppe t hall die : 
\Vhere ivie im racet.h the tree very sore, 
Ki1 ivie, else tree will ddle no more. 

7 Keepe thr shing for thresher, til May be come in, 
To have to be sure, fresh chaffe in the bin: 
And Ilomewhat to ~('ramble, for hog and for hen, 
And worke when it raineth, for loitering men. 

S Be sure ofhaie. and of provender some, 
For labouring cattel, till pasture be come: 
And if ye do mind, to have nOLhing to sterve, 
Have one thing or otber, for aU things to serve. 

9 Ground compassed wei, a following yeare, 
If wheat or thy barley t.oo ranke do appeare: 

ow eat it with sheepe, or el e mow it you may, 
For ledging, and so, to the birds for a pray. 

10 In May get a :weedhooke, a crotch and a glove, 
And weed out 6uch weedes, a the corne doth not love: 
For weeding of wintercorne, 110 iL i best, 
But June is the better for weeding the rest. 

J 1 The hlaie weed doth burne, and tlle tliistle doth freat, 
The filcnes pu1 downward, both I'i and toe wheat: 
The brake and the cockle, be noisome too much, 
Yet like unto boddle, 110 weed there be such. 

12 Slacke never thy weeding, for dearth nor for cbeape, 
T>he cOJ'lle Ibal reward it yer ever ye reape : 
And specially where ye do trust for to seed, 
Let that be well uted,' the ~r to speed. 

:-'.,;",er .barrie, or after thy ... ~ 
.:Jle·~ •• "ijl the measure be sreat; 



.A-liscellaneous Tract8. 

Three eartl1s see ye give it, and sow it above' 
Aud harrow it finely, if bucke ye do love. ' 

15 Who pescods .would gather, to have with the Ia t, 
To erve for hI houshold, till harvest be past: 
Must sowe them in Maie, in a cornel' ye shal, 
Where through so late growing 110 hindrance may fal. 

16 Good flaxe and good hempe, for to have of her own, 
In Maie a good huswife, will see it be sowne, 
And afterward trim it, to serve at a need, 
The fimble to spin, and the carle for her seed. 

17 Get into thy hopyard, for now it is time, '" 
To teach Robin-hop, on his pole how to clime: 
To follow the sunne, as his property is, 
And weed him and trim him, if ought go -amis. 

l8 Grasse, thistle, and mustard seed, hemlocke and bur, 
Tim e, mano"., and nettle, that keepe such a stur : 
With peacocke and turkie, that nibbles off top, 
Are very ill neighbors, to seely poore hop. 

19 From wheat go and rake out, the titters ortine, 
If eal e be not forth, it wil rise againe fine: 
Use now in thy rie, little raking or none, 
Breake tine from his root, and so let it alone. 

~o Banks newly quicksetted, some weeding do crave. 
The kindlier nourishment thereby for to have: 
Then after a shewer, to weeding a snatcb, 
More easily weed, wi th the l'oote to disl)atch. 

21 The fen and the quamire. so marish by kiud, 
And are to be drained, now win thy mind: 
Which yeerely undrained, and suffered uncut 
Annoieth the medowes that thereon do but. 

22 Take heed to thy bees, that are ready to swarme, 
The los e thereof now, is a crownes worth of harme: 
Let skliful be I'eady, and diligence scene, 
Least, being too carelesse, thou loosest thy beene. 

i3 In fai at the furthest, twifalJow thy land, . 
Much drout may else after, cause plough for to stand: 
This tilth being done, ye have pass~n the worst, 
Then aftc::r·who ploughetb, plow thou with the furst. 

i4t TwifaUow once ended, get tumbrel and man, 
Aud compas that fallow, as soone as ye can: 
Let skilful bestow i~ where lleed is upon, 

ore profit the sooner J to follow thereon. 

8S 
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£5 Hide hrdlonds with mucke, if ye will to the knees. 
So dripped and shadowed with bushes and trees: 
Bare plots fui of galles. if ye plow over athwart, 
And oompas it then, is a husbandly part. 

£6 Let children be hired to lay to their bones, 
From fallow as ne deth to gather up stones: 
'What wisdom for profit, adviseth unto, 
That husband and huswife, must willingly do. 

21 To grasse with thy calves, in some medow plot neere, 
'Where neither their mothers, may see them nor heere : 
'Where water is plenty, and barth to sit warme, 
And looke well unto them, for taking of harme. 

-28 Pinch never thy wennels of water or meat, 
If e\Tcr ye hope, for to have them good neat: 
In Rummef t;me daily, in winter in frost, 
If cattell lacke drink.e, they be utterly lost. 

,£9 For coveting much, overlaie not thy ground, 
And then shall thy cattell be lusty and sound: 
But pinch them of pasture, while summer doth last, 
And lift at their taBes yel' a winter be past. 

"30 Get home with tlly lewe1, made ready to fet, 
The sooner the easier, carriage to get : 
Or otherwise linger, the carriage thereon, 
Til (where as ye left it) a qual'ter begon. 

s) His firing in summer, let cittizen buie, -
.Least buying in winter make purse for to erie: 
For cal'man and collier harps bot1} on a string, 
In winter they cast, to be with thee to bring. 

'i :From 1\faie to mid August, an howre or two 
Let patch sleepe a snatch, howsoever ye doo: 
Though sleeping one houl'e refresheth his song. 
Yet trust not Hob grouthed, fur &leeping too long. 

S3 The knowledge of stilling is one prety feat, 
The waters be holsome, the charges not great.: 
Wbat timely thou gettest, while summer doth last, 
Th\uk Winter will help thee to spend it as fast. 

3' Fine basil desireth, it may be hir lot, 
To grow as a gillQflower, trilll in a pot: 
That ladies and geutils, for whom ye do serve, 
May helpe hir as needeth, poore life to preserve. 

Keepe oxe from thy cow, that to profit would go) 
Least cow be tie£ei,"cd, by oxe doing so : 



Miscellaneous Tracts. 

And thou recompensed, for suffering the same 
With wap.t of a caife, and cow to wax lame. ' 

Thus elldeth Maies Husbandry. 

Junes Abstract. 

CHAP. XLI. 

1 'V ASH sheepe for to share 
As sheepe may go bare. 

i Though fleece ye take, 
No patches make. 

S Share lambs no whit, 
Or share not yet. 

4 If mellow be grown, 
Let medow be mown. 

5 Plow eal'lie ye may, 
And then carry haie. 

6 Tis good to be known, 
To have all thine own. 
Who goeth a borrowing, 
Goeth a sorrowing. 

7 See cart in p-ligbt, 
And all thing right. 

S Make drie over-hed, 
Both hovd and shed. 

9 Of hovell make stacke, 
For pease on his backe. 

10 In champion some, 
Wants elbow l'oome. 

11 Let wheat and rie, 
In house lie drie. 

i BUle turfe and sedge, 
Or else breake hedge. 

13 Good storehouse needfuJl, 
Well ordered speed full. 

14 Thy barnes reraire, 
Make Hoore faiTe. 

15 Such shrubs as nay,. 
In summer destroy. 

16 Swing brembles and brakes, 
Get forks and rakes : 

11 Spare hedlollds some, 
Til harvest come. 

18 Cast ditch and pond: 
To laie upon lond. 

A Lesson qf HojJ-Ya1'd. 

19 Where hops will grow, 
Here learne to know. 
Hops many will come, 
In a rood of roome. 

~o Hops hate the land, 
With gravell and sand. 

~1 The rotten mould, 
For hop is worth gold. 

£~ The sun south· west, 
For llop-yard is best. 

~S Hop plot once found, 
Now dig the ground. 

24 Hops favoreth malt, 
Hops thrift doth exalt. 
Of hops more reed, 
As time shall need. 

Thus endeth Junes Abstract, agreeing with Junes Husbandry, 
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t'r.actf during the Reign of King lamel. 

CHAP. XLII. 

Calme weather in June, 
Corne 5 ts in tune. 

Forgotten month past. 
Doo now at the last. 

1 \VASH sbeepe for the better, where water doth runne, 
And let him go c1enly, and drie ill the suune: 
Then share h im and spare not, at two dates an end, 
The sooner, the better his corps vill amend. 

2 Reward not thy sheepe, when ye take off hi cote, 
With twitches and patches, as broad as a groat : 
Let not such ungentlenes happen to thine, 
Least tlie with hie gentils, do make it: to pine. 

S Let lambs go unclipped, til ;June be halfe worne, 
The better the fleeces, will grow to be shorne : 
The pic wil discharge thee ti)r pulling the rest, 
The lighter tllC sheepe is, then feedeth it be t. 

If medow be forward, be mowing of some, 
But mow as the makers may well overcome: 
Take heed to the weather, the wind and the skie, 
]f danger approcheth, then cocke apace erie. 

5 Plough early till ten a clocke, theu to thy haie, 
In plowing and carting 0 profit ye may: 
By little and little, tl us doing ye win, 
That plough shal oot hinder, when harvest conles in. 

6 Provide of thin own, to have al things at hand, 
Leas worke and the workeman unoccupied stand : 
Love seldome to borrow, that thillkest to save, 
For he that 0 ce lendeth, twise looketb to hav • 

7 Let cart be well aearched, without and within, 
lVel cJowted and greased, yer bay-time begin; 
Thy baie being caried, though carter had worne: 
Cart border weI boordctl, is av;ng of come. 

Good hu bands that laie, to save aU things upright, 
For tumbrels and cart, have a bed readie <light: 
Where under Ule hog :~j in winter lie warme, 
To tana so inc1oeed, wiDa do no harme. 
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J/;ftScellaneous Tracts. 

10 Some barnel'oom have little, and yardl'oom as much 
Yet corne in the field appeJ'taineth to such I 

Then hovel and rikes they are ferced to make, 
Abroad or at home, for nt:cessities sake. 

11 ~ake s~l'e of bread-corne, of an other graille, 
LIke tine and weI looked too, for mouse and for l'aine : 
Tholl~h fitches and pease, and snch other as the v 
}'or pestering too much, on a hovel ye lay. " , 

12 With wins or with fllrzes, thy hovel renew, 
For tude and for sedge, for to uake and to bre'.v . 
l(or charcole 'and seacole, as also for tha.cke, 
For tall wood and billit, as yeerely ye Jacke. 

IS What llllsbandly husbands except they be fooles, 
But handsome have storehouse, for trinkets and tooles , 
And al in good order, fast locked to lie, 
'Vhatever is needful, to find by and by. 

14 Thy houses and barnes would be looked upon, 
And al things amended, yel' harvest come on. 
Things thus set in order, in quiet and rest, 
Shal further thy harvest, and pleasure thee best. 

15 The bushes and thorn, with the shrubs that do noy, 
In woodsere or summer, cut down to destroy, 
But where as decaie, to the tree ye will none, 
For danger in woodsere, let backing alone. 

t6 At Midsummer down with the brembles and brakes, 
And after abroad, with thy forkes and thy rakes: 
Set mowers a mowing, where medow is grown, 
The longer now standing the worse to be mown. 

17 Now down with the grasse, upon hedlonds about, 
That O'roweth in shadow so ranke and so stout: 
But g~asse upon hedlond of barly and pease, 
When harvest is ended, go mowe if ye please. 

18 Such muddy deepe ditches, and pit~ in the field, 
1'1)at al a drit: summer, no water WIll yeeld : 
By fieng and casting, that mud upon heapes, 
Commodities many the husbandman rcapes. 

A Lesson rdlm atld 'Where to plant good Hopyard. 

] 9 Whom fansie perswadeth, amon.g other crops, 
To have for hi!:! spending, suffiCIent of hops, 
Must willingly follow, of choises to choose, 
Such lessons approved, as skilful do use. 

487 

r"~ bu!band. 
lio storehouse. 



Na lit for 
11.1\ 

Tracts during tIle Reign of King James. 

20 Ground gravelly, sandy, and mixed with elate, 
Is naughty for hop t any mat-mer of waie : 
Or if it be mingled with rubbish and stone, 
For drinesse and barrenesse let it alone. 

!Z I Choose soile for the 11Op, of the rottenest mould, 
WeI doonged and wrought, as a garden plot should: 1 

Not far from the water (but not overflowne,) 
This lesson well noted, is meet to be knowne. 

~u The suu in the south, or else southly and west, 
Is joy to the hop, as a welcommed ghest: 
Rut wind in the north, 01' else northerly east, 
To hop is as ill as a fray in a feast. 

£3 Meet plot for a bopyard, once found as is told, 
Make thereof account, as of jewel of gold : 
Now dig it and leave it, the un for to burne, 
And afterward fense it, to serve for that turne .. 

94 The hop for his profit, 1 thus do exalt, 
It strcD$tbneth drinke, and it f .. voreth malt: 
And bemg well Lrued, long kept it will last, 
And drawing abide, if ye draw not too fast. 

Julies .A bstraet. 

1 Go sirs and awaie, 
To ted and make haie. 
If stormes draw llie, 
Then ,cocke apace erie. 

2 Let haie still abide, 

CHAP. 

Til well it be dride; 
Hais made, awaie carriet 

No IQnger than tarrie. 

S 'Vho best way titlietb~ 
He best way tbriveth. 

4 Two good haymakers, 
'Volth tweutie crakcrs. 

5 Let dallops about, 
Be mown and had out. 
See hay doo looke greene, 
See neld ye rake cleen. 

LIlL 

7 Cut off, good wife, 
Ripe beane with a knife. 

S Ripe bempe out cull, 
From carle to pu II, 

, Let seed hem p grow, 
'Till more ye know .. 

. V Dric flax get in, 
For spinners to spin. 
Now mow or pluck, 
Thy branke or buck. 

10 Some worme seed save, 
For March to ban:. 

11 Marke physike truel 

Of wormewood and rue: 
Get griste to the mill, 
]."or wanting at will. 

Thuseniletb Julies Abstract, agree-
ing with Julies Husbandrie. 
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JUlies Husbandry. 

CHAP. XXXII. 

o tempest good July 
Least come looks mly. 

Forgotten month pi\~t, 
Doo now at the last. 

Go ~l~ster thy servants, be captaine thyselfe, 
PrO\71dmg them weapon and other like petfe: 
Get bottles and wallets, keepe field in the heat, 
The feare is as much as the danger is great . 

.2 With tossing and raking, and setting on cox, 
Grasse lately in swathes, is meat for an axe: 
That done "0 and cart it, and have it away, 
The batteU is fought, ye have gotten the day. 

S Paie justly thy tithes, whatsoever thou be, 
That God may in blessing, send foizen to thee 
Though vicar be lJad1 or the parson evil, 
Go not for thy tithing thyselfe to the divel. 

4, Let haie be weI made, 01' avise else avo us, 
For mOllldering in mow, or of firing thy hOll se ; 
Lay coursest aside, for thy axe and the cow, 
The finest for sheepe, and thy gelding allow. 

5 Then do\\'ne with thy hedlonds, that groweth about, 
Leave never a dallop. unmown and had out; 
Though grasse be but thin, about barly and pease, 
Yet picked up clean, ye shal find t.herein ease. 

6 Thry fa1!ow betime, for destroying of weed, 
Least thistle and docke, fall a blooming and seed: 
Such season may chance, it shall stand thee upon, 
To till it againe yer a summer be gon. 

7 ot rent off but cnt off~ ripe benne with a knife, 
For hindering stalke, of her ve~etive life: 
So gather the lowt!st. and leaving the top, 
hall teach thee a tricke, for to double thy crop. 

S Wife plucke fro thy seed hemp, the fimble bempe eleen, 
This looketb more yellow, the other more green: 
Use tone for thy spinning. lea\'e Michel the tother, 
For shoo thread and halter, for l'Op\; and such other. 

9 ow pluck 11~ thy f)ax~, for thy n,taidens to spin, 
First see it drIed, and timely got Ill:. . . 
And mow up thy branke, and away Wlt~ It dne, 
And house it up close, out of danger to l1e. 

rOLe 111. 3Q 
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Tracts durinu the Reign qf King James. 

10 " hile wormwood hath seed, get a handful or twaioe, 
To ave a ainst l\farch, to make flea to refraine: 
Where chambers is sweepedt and wormwood is strown, 

o fl~a for bis life, dare abide to be known. 

11 'What savor is better, jf pl1jsjcke be true, . 
For pla-ces infected, than wormwood and rue; 
It is as a comfort for hart and the braine, 
And tht!refore to have it, it is 110t in vaine. 

Ii Get grist to the mill, to have plenty in store, 
Least miller lacke water, as many do more: 
The meale the more yeeJdetb, if servant be true~ 
And miller that tolleth, take Done but his due. 

Thus eudeth Julies Husbandry. 

Auguste8 Abstract. 

CHAP. XLV. 

1 THRY fallow WOOD, 

Get com passe doon. 

!l In June and in A we, 
Swing brakes for a law. 

~ Pare saffron plot, 
Forget it not. 
His dwelling made trim, 
I..ooke shortly for him. 
When harvest is gOD, 
Then saffron comes on. 

" A little of ground, 
Drings saffron a pound: 
The pleasure is fine, 
The profit is thine. 
Keepe colour in drieng, 
WeI used worth buieng • . 

5 Maids mustard seed reape, 
And laie on a heape, 

6 Good neighbor indeed, 
Change seed for seed. 

7 Now strjke up drum, 
Come harvest mall come: 

Take paine for gainc. 
One knave mars twaiue. 

Reape corne by the daie, 
Least corne do decaie. 
By great is the cheaper, 
If trustie were reaper. 

9 Blow home for sleapers, 
And cheaf up thy reapers. 

10 'Vel doing ;vho lo'Vetb, 
These harvest points prooveth. 

11 Pay Gods rart fur t, 
And Dot 0 the ·wurst. 

12 Now parson (1 saie) 
Tith carieth awa.ie. 

1:3 Keepe cart gap weele, 
care ~lOg from wheele. 

14 Nowe haw me to burne, 
To serve thy tume. 
To bake thy bread, 
To burne uudel' lead. 



1I1isceltaneOU$ Tracts. 

]5 Mowne hawme being drie, 
No longer let lie. 
Get home thy hawme, 
Whil t weather is cawme. 

16 l\fowne barHe ]es'Se cost, 
I1l mowne much lost. 

] 7 Reapr barlie with sick Ie, 
That lies in pickle. 
Let greenest stand, 
For making of band. 
Ba.nds made without de,,', 
Wil hold but a few. 

] 8 Laie bands to find her" 
Two rakes to a binder. 

] 9 Hake after sith, 
And paie thy tithe 
Corne eariee! all, 
Then rake it ye shall. 

£0 Let shockc take wheat, 
Least gofe take heat. 
Yet it is best reason, 
To take it in season. 

~ I More often ye turne, 
Mort peal>e ye out spume, 
Yet winnow them in, 
Yer cariage begin. 

2~ Thy carting plit; 
While weather is elrie. 

2S Bid gouing clim, 
Goue just and tlim. 
Laie wheat for seed, 
To com by at need. 
Seed barlie cast, 
..l 0 thresh out last. 

£4 Laie pease upon stacke, 
n"hovell ye lacke. 
And ('ovef it straight, 
}'rom dove that waig!ll. 

25 Let gleaner gleane, 
(The poore I meane) 
Which ever ye sowe, 
That first eat lowe, 

The other forbeare, 
For rowen to spare. t 

26 Come home lord singing, 
Come home corne bringing. 
Tis merie in hall, 
When beards wag all. 

lJ7 Once had thy desire~ 
Paie workcman his hier. 
Let none bl:! begihle, 
Man, waman, or child. 

28 Thanke God ye shall, 
And adew for aJ l. 

'Yorks qfter Hal'v~st. 

~9 Get tumbrel in hand, 
For thy barlie land, 

SO The better the mucke, 
The better good lucke. 

3 J Still cariage is good, 
For timber and wood. 
No longer delaies, 
To mend the high waies. 

32 Some love as a jewe11, 
Well · placing of fewell. 

33 In piling of logs, 
Make hovell for hogs. 

34 Wife plow doth erie, 
To picking of rie. 

S5 Such seed as ye sowe, 
Such reape or else mow. 

:36 Take shipping or ride, 
Lent stulTe to provide. 

'7 Let habetdine lie, 
Tn pea e straw drie. 

58 When out ye ride, 
Lea\'e a good guide. 

S9 Some profit spie out, 
By riding about. 
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Tracts during the Reign of King James. 

Mal'ke now through yeare. 
What cheap, what d~are. 

40 Some skit doth weB, 
To buie and to sell. 
Of tbeefe who buieth, 
In danger lieth. 

41 Commoditie knowne. 
Abroad is blowne. 

42 At filtSt hand buie, 
At third let lie. ' 

40S Have money prest, 
To buie at the best. 

4" om('! cattel home bring, 
For Michelmas spring. 
By hauke and hound, 
Small profit is found. 

4.5 Dispatch looke home, 
To loitering marne. 
Provide or ,'epent, 
Milchcow for lent, 

~6 Now crone your sheepe, 
Fat those ye keepe. 
Leave milking old cow, 
Fat aged up now •. 

47 Sel butter and cheese, 
Good Faires fewe leese, 
At faires go buie, 
Home wants to supplie. 

48 If hops looke brown, 
Go gather them down. 

Dut now in the dew, 
For pidliog with few. 

49 Of hops this knackc, 
A meante do lack. 
Once had thy will, 
Go cover bi8 hill. 

50 Take hope to thy dole, 
But breake not his pole. 

51 Learne here (thou stranger) 
'r a frame hop manger. 

Si Hop poles preserve, 
Againe to serve. 
Hop poles by and by, 
Long safe up to drie. 
Lea t poles wax scant, 
N w poles go plant. 

63 The hop weI clride, 
Will best abide. 
Hops dried in .loft, 
Aske tendance oft, 
And shed their seeds, 
Much more than weeds. 

54: Hops dride small cost, 
III kelJt halfe lost. 
Hops quickly .be spilt, 
Take heed if thou wilt. 

65 Some come, some go, 
This life is so. 

Thus entleth Angustes Abstract, 
agreeing with Augustes Hus­
bandrie. 

Augusts IlusOandrY. 

forgQUen mooth past, 
Duu now at the last. 

" 



lIfiacellaneous Tracts. 

t ~et downe with thy brakes, yer any shewers do come, 
1 hat cattel the better, may pasture have some, _ 
In June and in AU~llst, as well doth appeare, 
I best to mow brakes, of a1 times in the ytere. 

S Pare saffron between the two S. Maries daies 
Or set or go shift it, that knowest the waies;' 
What yeel'e shal I do it (more profit to yeeld) 
The fourth in the garden, the third in the field. 

4 In having but forty foot, workmanly dight, 
Take saffron inough for a lord and a knight; 
Al winter time after, as practise doth teach, 
What plot have ye better for linnen to bleach. 

S Maids mustard eed gather, for being too ripe, 
And weather it \vell, yer ye give it a stripe; 
Then dresse it, and lay it in soller up sweet, 
Least foistines make it for tabLe unmeet. 

6 Good huswives in summer will save their own seeds, 
Against the next yeare, as occasion needs; 
Om: seed for another Lo make an exchange, 
With fellowly neighbourhood, seemeth not strange. 

7 Make sure of reapers, get harvest in hand, 
The corne that is ripe, doth but sbed as it stand; 
Be thankful Lo God, for his benefit sent, 
And willing to save it, with earnest content. 

S To let out thy harvest, by great or by day, 
Let this by experience, lead thee the way; 
By great will deceive thee, with lingl'ing it out, 
By day will dispatch, and put all out of dout. 

9 Grant harvest lord more, by a penny or two, 
To call on his fellowcs the better to doo: 
Give glores to the reapers, a larges ~o erie" 
And daily to loiterers have a good ele. 

10 Reape wel, scatter not, gather c1ea!le that is shome, 
'. Bind fast. shocke apace, have an ele t'? thy ~orne; 

Lode safe, carry home, fol~ow time b,em1? fall'c, 
Gave Just in the harne, it 18 out of olspall'e. 

11 Tith truly and duly, with harty good will, , 
That God ano his blessing m y owel with thee std; 
Though parsoll neglecteth, his OU :y for this, , . 
Thanke thou thy Lonl God, and gn'c every man ms. 

12 Corne tithed (Sir Parson) to gatlJcr go get, 
And cause it on shocks to be by and by set; 

Champion by 
lreat, (he otlier 
by d&y. 

Good h:me t 
yoillt 
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ot leaving it soattering abroad on the ground, 
Nor long in the field, but away with it round. 

1 S To cart gap and barne, set a guide to looke weele, 
And hoy ont sil" carter, the hog fro thy wheele; 
Least gready of feeding, in following cart, 
It l10yeth or perisheth, spight of thy hart. 

14 In champion countrey a pleasure they take, 
To mow up their hawme, for to brew and to bake ; 
And also it stands tl1e,m instead of their thackc, 
Whi-ch being well inned, they cannot weI lacke. 

15 The hawme is the straw, of the wheat or the rie, 
Which once being reaped, they mow by and by ; 
For feare of destroying, with cattel or raine, 
The BOOneI' ye load it, more profit ye gaine. 

16 The mowing of fly, if barly do stand, 
Is the cheapest and best, for to rid out of hand; 
Some mow jt, and l"ake it, and sets it on cocks,. 
Some mow it and binds it, and se it'QIl '6hocks. 

ri Of bal'ly the longest and greenest, ye find, 
Leave standing by dallops, til time ye do bind; 
Then earlie in morning (while dew is thereon) 
To making of bands, til the deaw be all gOlle. 

18 One spreadeth those hand, so in order to lie, 
As barly (in swatches ') may fit it thereby; 
Which gathered up, with the rake and the hand, 
The follower after th m, bindcth ill band. 

19 Where barly is raked (if dealing be tru ) 
The tenth of such raking to parson is due; 
Where scattering of bartie is seene to be much, 
There custome nor cC)llScience tythil1g should grutch. 

~o Corne being had downe (any way ye allow) 
Should wither as needeth, fOi' muuing in mow; 
Such ski} appertaineth to harvest mans art, 
And taken in time is a husbandly part. 

21 No turning of peasOl1, til carriage ye make, 
N or tum in no more then ye mind for to take, 
Least beaten with shewers, 80 turned to drie, 
Jjy turning and tossing, they shed as they lie. 

22 If weather be faire, and tidie thy graine, 
Afake speedilie carriage, for feare of a raine ; 

• SUltltcAu, pa~bes. Tbe word in Scottish iii .till applied to a taylor" pattern of cloth. .D4Ilop, wed in the 
preCeding \\ene, lle(llbll • pa:O\'inciallll'pression. 



Afiscell«neous Tracts. 

For tempest and shewers deceiveth a menie 
And lingring lub1Jers loose many a penie. ' 

!!3 In gouin~ at harve t, Ie arne skilfully how, 
Each grame for to laie by itselte on a mow; 
Seed barly the purest, gouc out of the way, 
Al other nigh hand, goue as just as ye may. 

24 tacke pease upon hovel, abroad in the yard, 
To cover it quickly, let owner regard; 
Least dove and the cadow there finding a smackc, 
With ill stormy weather, do perish thy stacke. 

£5 Corn carried, let such as be poore go and gJeane, 
And after thy cattel, to mouth it up cleane; 
Then spare it for rowen, til Michel be past, 
To lengthen thy dairy no better thou hast. 

26 I n harvest time harvest folke, servants and all, 
Should make altogether good cheere in the hal; 
And fill out the blacke bol, of bleith to theil' song, 
And let them be merry a1 harvest time lOl1g. 

'1.7 Once ended thy harvesl" let none be begilde, 
Please such as did please thee, man, woman, and child; 
This doing, with alway such helpe as they can, 
Thou winnest the praise of the labouring man. 

~8 Now looke up to Godward, let toong never cease, 
In thanking of him for his mighty increase: 
Accept my good wil. for a pl'oofe go and trie, 
The bettel' thou thrivest, the gladder am 1. 

IVorkes after Har'tJest. 

~9 Now carry out compa'3, when harvest is done, 
Where uarlie thou sowest, my champion sonne i 
01' lay it on heape, in the field as ye may, 
Til carriage be faire, to have it away. 

''SO Whose compas is rotten, and c~~l'ied in time, , 
And spread as it should be, thnfts ladder may clune; 
Whose compas is paltry. and carried too late, 
Such husbandry useth, that many do hate. 

Sl Yer'winter preventeth, while weat~er is good, 
For galling of pasture, get home wtth thy wood; 
And carry out graveL to fil up a hole, 
Both timber and furzin, the turfe and the cole. 

Pl\le trol y h.r. 
ve.1 ((lIke. 

Thank God for .11. 



TrlJcts during the Reign f!f King James . 

.59 House charcole and sedg . chip, and cole of the land, 
Pile tal wood and bilh.t, stacke al that hath band; 
Blocks,foots, pole, and bough, set uplojght to the thetcb, 
The neerer more ban<]some ill wi11ter to fetch. , 

• 
33 In stacking of baven, and piling of logs, 

lYlake under the bavell, a hovel for hogs; 
And warmely inclose it, a1 ~a,·ing the mouth, 
And that to stand open} and ful to the south. 

S4 Once harvest dispatched, get wenches and boies, 
And into thy barne, before al other toies; . 
Choised seed to be picked, and trimly weI fide, 
For seed may no longer from threshing abide. 

3.5 Get sep.d aforehand, in a readines bad, 
Or better provided, jf thine owue be too bad; 
Be careful of aeed, or else suell as ye st')we} 
Be sure at harve t, to reap or to mow. 

86 When harvest is ended. take shipping or ride. 
Ling, salt fish, and herdng,. for Lent to pr.:ovide; 
Go buie it at fir. t, as it cometh to rode, 
Shat pay for thy charges. thou spendest abroad. 

57 Choose skilfully saitnsh, not burnt at the stone, 
Buy such as be good» or else let it aI011e ; 
Get home that is bought, and go stacke it up drie, 
With pease 8tra v betweene it, tl safi r to lie. 

'8 Yer ever ye journey, caQse servant with speed, 
T.o compa$ tl1Y barty Jand, where it is teed, . 
One aker wel compassed, passeth some three, 
Thy barne sh 1 a.t hat\'est declare it to thee. 

59 This lesson i learned, by riding about, 
The pri es of vittels. the yeare throughout i 
Both what to be selling, and what to refraine, 
And wbat to be buying, and bring in a gaine. 

40 Though buying and sellillg doth wonderful wel, 
To uch as have skil bow to buy and to sel; oc' 
Yet chopping and changing I cannot commend., 
With thedc of his marrow, for feare of ill end. 

"1 The rich in biB oarpiuiog l1@eds not to be taught, . 
Of buicr and fleU~r, ful tar is be sought; 
Yet herein cOllsisteth a part of my text, 
Who bWet.b at tint hand, and who at .the next.; 

4i ·At fir&t ~ he buietb, t~t paieth aldawne. 
At t~ ~ I,lath not iP mucb iu ~be w\JI)C; 

J1 
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Mitcellaneous Tractl. 

At third hand he buieth, that buieth of trust 
At his hand who buieth, shal paie for his lust. 

43 As oft as ye bargaine, for better or worse, 
To buie it the cheaper, 11 ave chinks in thy purse 
Touch kept is commended, yet credit to keepe ) 
Is paie and dispatch him, yer ever ye sleep. ' 

44 Be mindful abroad of a Michel mas spring, 
For thereon dependeth a husbandly thing; 
Though some have a pleasure, with hauke upon hand, 
Good husbands get treasure, to purchase their land. 

-i5 Thy market dispatched, turne home againe round, 
Least gaping for peny, thou loosest a pound; 
Provide for thy wife, or else looke to be shent~ 
Good milch cow for winter, another for Lent. 

46 In travelling homeward, buie forty good crones, 
And fat up the bodies of such seely bones ; 
Leave milking; and dry up old muHy thy cow, 
The crooked and aged, to fatting put now. 

47 At Bartelmewtide, or at Sturbidge faire, 
Buie that as is needful, thy house to repaire; 
Then sell to thy profit, both butter and cheese, 
Who buieth iL sooner, the more he shalleese, 

48 If hops do looke brownish, then are ye too slow, 
If longer ye suffer, those hops for to grow; 
Now sooner yt gather, more profit is found, 
If weather be faire, and the dew of the ground. 

49 Not breake off, but cut off~ from hop the hop string, 
Leave growing a little. againe fo), to spring; 
"Whose hil about pared, and therewith new clad, 
Shal nourish more sets, against Marth to be had. 

50 Hop hillock discharged of every let, 
See then without breaking, eeh pole ye out get; 
Which being entangled above in the tops, 
Go carry to such, as are plucki ng of bops • 

51 Take soutage or haire, (that covers the kel) 
.. Set like to a manger, and faste,ned weI; 

With poles upon crotches as hle a~ thf breast 
For saving and dddance is husbandry best. 

52 Hops had, the hop poles , that are, like,ly preserve, 
(From breaking and rottlDg) a~ame for to serve; 
And plant ye with alders, or Willows a plot, 
'Vhere yeerely as needeth, IDO poles may be got. 
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49 Tracts during tl, ilei n Qf King Jamel. 

53 Some skilfully drieth, their hops on a kel, 
And some on a olier, oft turning them weI; 
Kel-dride will abide, foule weather and faire, 
Where drying and lying, in loft do despaire. 

54 ome close them up drie. in a hogshed or fat, 
Yet canvas or soutage, is better than that; 
By drying and lyiog, they quickly be spilt. 
Thu much have I shewed, do now as thou wilt. 

S5 Old farmer i forced, long August to make, 
Hi goods at more leisure, away for to take; 
New farmer thinketh each hower a day, 
Until the old farmer be packing away. 

Thus endeth and holdetb out Augusts Husbandry, til 
Milchelmas eve. 

THO. TUSSER. 

Corne Han . .'cst equal{y divided into Ten Parts. 

CHAP, XLVII. 

1 ON E pat·t cast forth, for rent "flue out of hand, 
~ One other part, for seed to ow thy land, 
3 Another part. leave parson for his tith, 

.. 4 Another part, for harvest, sickle, and sith, 
5 One part for plough write, cartwlite, knacker, and smith, 
6 One part to uphold thy teems that draw therewith, 
7 Another part tor servant and work mallS wages laie, 
8 One part likewi t for filbellie daie by daie. 
9 One part thy wife for needfull things doth crave, 

10 Thy elfe and thy child the last part would have . 

\V HO mindes to quote, 
Upon thi note, 
May easly find inough, 
What charge and paine, 
To little gaiuc, . 
Doth follow toiling plough. 

Yet farmer may 
Thanke God and say, 
For y erely such good hap, 
;W el fare the plough, 
That sends inough, 
To stop so great a gap. 

A bride CQnclusio7l, rJ}/wre you may see, 
Each JVord in tlte Verse, to begin with a 7: 

CHAP. XLVIII. 

THE tbriftie that teacheth th thriving to thrive, 
Teach timelie to travers!! the tbing that thou trive, 
Transferring tby toiling, to timelines taught, 
'fhis teacheth thee temperancel to temper thy tbought. 

11 
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Take trustie (to trust to) that thinkest to thrh-e 
That trustilie thriftIncsse, trowleth to thee, ' 
Then temper thy travell to tarrie the tide 
This teacheth thee thriftinesse twentie ti~les tride. 
Take thankful thy talent, thanke thankefully those 
That thri~tilie teacheth, thy time to transpose. ' 
Troth tWlse to thee teached, teach twentie times ten 
This trade that thou take 't, take thrift to thee then . f 

MnM Age divided here you 1l(lVe, 
By Prentiship from Birtb to Grave. 

CHAP. XLIX. 

i [The first seaven yeel'es bring up as a child, 
14 The next to learning. for waxing too wild, 
~ 1 The next keepe linder, Sir Hobbard de Hoy, 
28 The next a man, llD longer a boy, 
s I The next, let Iu ty lay wisely to wive, 
4!i' The next, laic now or else never to thrive, 
49 The next, make sure for tearme of thy lit'e, 
56 The next, save somewhat for children and WIfe, 
oS The next, he staid, give over thy lust, 
70 I The next, thmke hourely whither thou must, 
77 The next, gt!t chaire and crotches to stay, 
84 l The next, to ht'J." en God send us the way. 

Who l05cth their youth, shall'ue it in age, 
Who hatcth the truth, ill sorrow shal rage. 

Anotller Di'Oi6ion of the Nature of JI,-/ans Age. 

CHAP. L. 

The ape, the lion, the fox, the asse, 
Thus sets forth man as in a glasse. 

Ape. Like apes we be toying, til twenty and one, 
Lion. Then ha tya lion!), lil forty be gone: 
Fo.re. Then wilie as foxes, til three core and three, 
Asse. Then after for asses, accounted we be. • 

Who plaies with his better, this les on must know, 
What bumblenes fox to the lio doth shew: 

• Fot Ape with hi toieng and ~lldenesse of asse, 
llrings (out of good home) elJ pleasure to passe . 
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Tracts during the 'Reign if King Jamel • 

C mpari goOd hu band with untbrift hi brotllcr, 
l'b beel.er dbcerncth the t.on from the totuer. 

CHAP. LI. 

I IL Husbandr braggeth 
To go with th b st: 

Good hu band!"y baggeth, 
p gold in his che t. 

g III husbandry trudgetll, 
With unthrift about: 

Good bu bandry nudgeth, 
For feare of a dout. 

S 11 Husband T spendeth. 
Abroad lik a mom : 
o d 1 u~bandry tc d~th, 
Hi charge at hom • 

4 il hu bandry fleUetn, 
Hi corne on the ground : 

Good hu bandry smelleth, 
o gaine that way found. 

And buds of tr 

5 II husbandry 100 eth, 
For lacke of good fen e: 

Good husbandry cIo eth, 
And gaineth th pense . 

6 Il husbandry trusteth, 
To bim and to hir : 

Good husbandry lusteth l 

Him elfe for to stur. 

7 III hu bandry eateth 
Him elfe out of doore : 

Good husbandry meateth 
Him eife and the poore. 

~ II husbandry daieth, 
Or letteth it lie: 

Good husbandry worketh, 
The cheaper to buie. 

TIe mtII at aNII 'OIith tlleir jierce co "tmGllet. 

TA<.-.,.l«4. 
I un a beatt of riaht great menaile. 

11 pOD my beck my horns rai!led J beare, 
I am neither fttt,h ner bo e '0 vail. 
At wei an oxe t 0 borllel I "cere, 

daal &bf'te armed IDeD approeu:b _ oe&I't, 
.... 1 tbem lOOn yanqui t-WlI'M! one, 

Pc)' dare DOL tor -. ofJIIC &lone. 

• 
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9 III husbandry lurketh, 
And stealeth a sleere: 

Good husbanory worketh, 
His houshold to keepe. 

10 III husbandry liveth, 
By that and by this: 

Good husbandry giveth 
To erie man his. 

11 11 husbandry taketh. 
And spendeth up al ~ 

Good husbandry maketb 
Good shift with a smal. 

12 III husbandry praietb, 
His wife to make shift: 

Good husbandry salth, 
Take this of my gift. 

t' III husbandry drowseth, 
At tCH tune so auke: 

Good husbandry rowseth, 
Himselfe as a hauke. 

14 11 husbandry lieth, 
1 n prison for debt : 

Good husbandry spieth 
Where profit to get. 

15 II husbandry waies, 
Hath to fraud what ye can : 

Good husbandry praise 
Hath of c\"ery man. 

16 11 husbandry never, 
Hath weIth to keepe touch : 

Good husbandry e er, 
Hath peny in pouch. 

Good husband his boone, 
Or request hath afar : 

III husband aSSOOD, 
Hath a tode with an R.' 

A Comparison hetweenCitampion Country and Several. 

• 

CHAP. LIl.:It 

1 THE country inclosed I praise, 
The tother delighteth Dot me, 

For nothing the wealth it doth raise, 
To such as inferiour be. 

How both of them partly I know, 
Here somewhat 1 mind for to show. 

2 There 8wineheard that keepeth the hog, 
There neatheard with cur and his horne, 

There shepheard with whistle and dog, 
Be fense to the medow and come. 

There hoI' e bemg tide on a balke, 
Is ready with theefe for to walke. 

, W'here al thing in common do rest, 
Corne feeld with the pasture and mead, 

Though common ye do for the best, 
Yet what doth it tand you in stead? 

There common as commoners use, 
For otherwise shalt tbou not choos • 

... 
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502 Tracts during the Reign Sf King JameS'. 

4 What laier much better than there, 
Or cheaper (thereon to do weI ?) 

'What drudgery more any where. 
Le se good thereof w here can yf'l tel : 

What gotten by summer is seene: 
In winter i eaten up deene. 

t) Example by Leicester shire, 
What soil can be better then that, 

For any thing hart can desire, 
And yet doth it want ye see what. 

Mast, covert, close, pasture and wood, 
And other thiDgs needfull as good. 

6 All these do inclosure bring, 
Experience teacbeth no les e, 

I speake not to boast of the thing, 
But only a troth to expres e. 

Example (if doubt ye do make,) 
By Suffolke and Essex go take. 

7 MOl'e plenty of mutton and beefe, 
Corne, butler and cheese of the best, 

More wealth any where (to be breeft) 
More people, more handsome and t>rest, 

Where find ye? (go search any coast,) 
Than there where enclosure is most. 

8 More worke for the labouring man, 
As wel in the towne as the field, 

Or therefore devise (if ye can) 
More profit what countries do yeeld? 

More sildome vhere ee ye the poore, 
Go begging from dore unto dore ? 

9 In N orffolke &ehold the dispail'e, 
Of tillag too much to be borne, 

By drovers from fair unto faire, 
And others destroying the corne, 

By custome and covetous pates, 
By gaps and open in of gates. 

10 What speake I of commoners by, 
With drawing al.after a line, 

o noying the corne as it lie, 
With cattel, with CODDies aDd swine? 

When thou haSt bestowed thy cost, 
L:)()ke balfe of ..the same to be lost. 

11 The flocks of the lords of the aoilt, 
Do eerely the winte[ corne wrong; 



Misceilaneoul Tracts. 

The same in a manner they spoile, 
With feeding so low and so long. 

And therefore that champion field, 
Doth seldome good winter corne yecld. 

12 By Cambridge a towne I do know, 
Where many good husbands do dwel, 

Whose losses by lossels doth sbew, 
More heere then is needfull to tel. 

Determine at court what they shal, 
Performed is nothing at al. 

l' The champion robbeth by night, 
And prowleth and filcheth by dare, 

Himself€.: and his beast out of sight, 
Both spoileth and maketh away. 

Not only thy grasse but thy corne: 
Both after and yer it be shorne. 

14 Pease bolt with thy pease he wil have, 
His houshold to feed and his hog: 

Now stealeth he, now wil he crave, 
And now will be cosen and cog. 

In bridewel a number be stript, 
Lesse worthy then theefe to be wbipt. 

15 The axe boy as ill is as he, 
Or worser if worse may be found, 

For spoiling from thine and from thee, 
Of grasse and of corne on the ground, 

Lay ne\'er so well fur to save it, 
By night or by day he wil have it. 

16 What orchard unrobbed escapes? 
Or pullet dare walke in their jet? 

But homeward or outward (like apcs) 
They count it tbe/r own they can get. 

Lord, if ye do take them, what stur8, 
How hold they together like burs? 

) 7 For commons these commoners erie, 
Inclosing they may not abide, 

Yet some be 110t able to buie, 
A cow with a calfe by her side. 

Nor lay not to live by their worke, 
But thecvishly loiter and lurke. 

18 The lord of the towne is to blame, 
For these and for manl faults mo, 

For that he doth know ot tbe same, 
Yet lets it unpunished go. 
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Such Lords ,ill example do give: 
Where varlets and drabs 8& may l!ve. 

19 :Vhat footpaths are made, and how broad, 
Annoiauce too much to be borne; 

With hors and with attell what rode; 
Is made through every mans cotne'? 

Where chameioDs ruleth the rost, 
There daily.dIsorder is motJt. ~ 

20 Their sheepe when they drive for to wash, 
How careles luch sheepe they do guide? 

The farmer they leave in the lash, 
With losses on every fiide. 

Though any man corne they do bite, 
They will Dot allow him a mite. 

it What huntin~ and bawking is there? 
,. Corn lookmg for sickle at hand, 

Acts lawles to do without feare, . 
How yeeteIv togither they band t 

More harme to another wit do, 
Then they would be done 80 unto. 

i! More profit is quieter found, 
(Wliere pastures in several be,) 

Of one silie aker of ground, ' 
Then cbampion maketh of three. 

. Aga\ne what a joy it is known , 
When men may be bold with their owne? 

~S The tone is commencled for graine, 
Yet bread made uf beane t1 ey do eate, 

The tother for one lofe hath twaine, 
Of mastlin, of rie, or of wheat. 

The champlOn liveth ful bare: 
When woodland fut mery do fare. 

£4 Tone giveth his corne in a dearth, 
To horNe, sbeepe, and ho eTl(~ day, 

Tbe tother give cattell warme barth, 
And feed them with straw ~ud with haYt 

Corne spent of the tone so in vaine: 
. The totber dotb sell to his gaine. 

95 Tone barefoot arid ragged do go, 
And ready iJl wiD~r to stern'l, 

WheD tother ye see do not so, 
katb that is nee(lfA} to itrv~ 

"ODe paine in a cottage doth take, 
~ r trim bowtra uQ maie. 
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jliscellaneous Tract,~. 

i6 Tone laieth for turfe and for sedge, 
And hath it with wonderfuU suit 

When tother in every hedge, ' 
Hath plenty of fewel and fruit. 

Evils twenty times worsel' then these, 
Enclosute quickly would ease. 

27 In woodland the poore men that haH, 
Scarce fully two akers of land, 

More merily live and do save, 
Than totber with twenty in hand. 

Yet pay they as much for tbe,tYl(t, .­
As tother for twenty must: doti: 

28 The labottrer comming from thence, 
In woodland to work~ any whete, 

(1 warrant you) goeth not hence, 
To worke any more againe there. 

If this same be true (as it is) 
'Vhy gather they nothing of this ? 

29 The poore at enclosure, doth grutch, 
Decause of abuses that fal, 

.. 

Least some man should have but too much, 
And some agaim: nothing at all. 

If order might therein be found, 
What were to the several ground. 

The Desoription 0/ all ~n't)ious (Inti naughty Neighbour . 

. ., CHAP. LIV. 

AN envious neighbou '. is easie to find, 
His cumbersome fetches, are seldome behind. 
His hatred procureth, from naughty to wursse, 
His friendship like Judas, that carted the pur e. 
His head is a storehouse, with quarrels ful fraugl1t, 
Hi braine is unquiet, til al come to naught. 
His memory pregnant, old ils to recite, 
His mind ever fixeil, eeh ill to requite . 
His mouth ful of venim, his lips out 'of frame, 
His toong a false witnes, his friend to de~n'le. 
His ties be promootel's, §ome trcspas to sple, 
Hi~ eare be as spials, alarum t~ erie. , 
His llan S De alJ tyrants, revenging each tlung, 
His feet at thine elboW', as aerpent to sting. 
His l>reaat ful of ranCOl', Ute can r to freat, 
His ha.rt like a lion, bia uei~ 0 eate. • 
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Hi. gate like a she pbiter, fleering a ide, 
His looke like c coxcomb, up puffed with pride. 
His face made of brasse, like a "ice in a brame, 
IIi ge ture like Dauns, who Terccc doth name, 
His brag as Thersite , with eIbowes abroad, 
His cheekes in his fury, shal s\\'el like a tode. 
His colour like ashes, his cap in his eies, 
His nose in the avre, his snout in the skies. 
His promise to trust to, a slippery as ice, 
Hi credit llUCh like to the chance ofthe dice. 
His ·knowledge or skil, is in prating too much, 
His company shulIl1ed, and so be al such. 
His friendship is counter/et, seldome to trust, 
His dooings unlucky, and ever unjust. 
His fetcb is to flatter, to get what he can, 
His purpose once gotten a pin for thee than. 

A SOflet against a slatlderOUN Toong. 

CHAP. LIV. 

DOTH darnel good, among the f10wrie wheat ? 
Doo thistles good, so thicke in fallow "pide? 
Do taint wormes good, that lurkc where ox should eate ~ 
Or sucking drones, in hive where bees abide? 
Do hornets good, or these same biting gnats ? 
Foule swelling todes, what good by them i:; scene ;. 
In house weI deckt, what good do gnawing rats ? 
Or casting mowles, among the medows green ? 
Doth heavy newes make glad the hart of man ? 
Or noisome smels, what good doth that to health ? 
NO\v once tor aI , what good (, hew who so can) 
Do stingil1g snakes, to this our common wealth ? 

No more good doth a peevish slanderous toong, 
Buthurts j tselfe, and noies both old and yang. 

A 'Sormet UpOil the Authors fi,.st se'Oe1~ Y ceres Ser'Oicr. • 

CHAP. LV. 

EVE time hath Janus tan !lew yeare by hand, 
~e"en "nnes hath blustering March blown forth his powre 
To drive out April budi. by sen and land, 
For minion May. to decke most trim with flowre. 
Seven times hath temperate Vcr, like pageant plai(l, 
And pleuant Aestas eke, hir flowers told: 

Seven times Autunmus ht'at hath beeD delaid~ 

;) TWa IOnnct seemt to haft btea aJ3rcsfcd to Mrs AJllY Moune, afterward. our auLbol'. loving wit1. 
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With Hyetns boisterous blasts and bitter cold. 
Seven times the thirteene moones have chal1ged hew 
Seven times the Slln his course hath gone ab'Out : ' 
Seven times eeh bird hir nest hath built anew, 
Since first timelou to serve I choosed out. 

til yours am , though thus the time have pa t, 
And trust to be, as long as life shallast. 

Man minded for to thrive, 
Must wisely lay to wive : 
What hap may thereby fall, 
Here argued find ye shall. 

The Aut/lOurs Dialogue bet'toeelle trvo Fatc1lelers qf rvivi 
thriving by Alfirmation and Oqjection. 

CHAP. LVI. 

Affirmation. 
FRIEND, where we met this other day, 
'We heard one make his mone and say, 

Good lord bow might I thrive ? 
We heard another answere him, 
Then make thee handsome, trick and trim, 

And laie in time to wive. 

O!dection. 
And what of that say you to me ? 
Doo you yow' selte thinke that to be, 

The best way for to thrive; 
If truth were truly boolted out, 
As touching thrift I stand in doubt, 

If men were best to wive. 

AJlirmation 
There is no doubt, for prove I can, 
I have but sildome seene that man, 

Which could the way to thrive : 
Until it was hlj/, happy lot, 

... To stay himselfe in some good plot, 

• 

And wisely then to wive. 

Olljection • 
And I am of another mind, 

• For by no reason can I find, 
How tbat way I should thrive: 

For whereas now I spend a peny, 
I should not then be quite with meny, 

Through bondage for to wive • 
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Affirmation. 
Not so, for now where thou dost spend, 
Of this and that to no good end, 

Which hinrlereth thee to thrive : 
Such vain expenses thou sholdst save, 
And daily then lay more to have, 

As others do that wive. 

o bjecta'oTl. 
Why then do folke this proverbe put, 
The blacke ox nele trade on thy fut, 

If that way werc to thrive ? • 
Here out a man may soone picke forth, 
Few feeJelh what a peny is worth, 

Til such time as they wive. 

AjJi1'l1wtion. 
It may so chauce as thou doost say, 
This lesson therefore beare away. 

If thereby thou wilt thrive. 
Looke yel' thou leap, see yer thou go, 
It may he for thy profit so, 

For thee to laie to wive. 

O/dectioll. 
It is too much we daily heere, 
Go wive and thrive both in a yeere, 

As touching now to thrive : 
I know 110t herein what to spie, 
But that there doth smal profit lie, 

To [ansie for to wive . 

.A.ffi rnuttion. 
Indeed the fir t yeel'e oft is such, 
That fondly ome bestoweth much, 

A let to them to thrive: 
Yet other rno may soon be found, 
Which getteth mal.lY a falre pound, 

The same day at they wive. 

. °Vection. 
I grant Me getteth more that day, 
Than ey can easilie beare aw , 

How needs then must they thrive? 
What gaineth such thinke ye by that r 
A little burthen you ot what, 

Through fondnesse for to wive. 

A.ffh'tJlat ion. 
Thou seemest blind as mo have bin, 
It is not beauty bringeth in, 

• 
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The thing to make thee thrive: 
In womankind see that ye doo, 
Require of hir no gift but two, 

When as ye mind to wive. 

°ldection. 
But two, say you? I pray you than, 
Shew those as briefly as you can, 

If that may helpe to thrive: 
I weene we must conclude anon, 
Of those same twaine to want the ton, 

'Vhen as yc chance to wive. 

4fJi1·mation. 
An honest buswite trust to me, 
Be those same twaine I say to thee, 

That helpe so much to thrive : 
As honesty far passet11 gold, 
So huswifery in young and old, 

Do pleasure such as wive. 

Objection. 
The honestv indeede I grant, 
Is one good point the wife should haunt, 

To make hir husband thrive: 
But now faine would I have you show, 
How should a man good huswife know, 

If once he hap to wive? 

AjJirmatiotl. 
A huswife good betimes will rise, 
And order things in comly wise, 

Hir mind is set to thrive: 
Upon hir distaffe she will spin, 
And with hir needle she will win, 

If such ye hap to wive. 

OlljectiOll. 
It is not idle ~oing about, 
Nor al day pncking in a clout, 

Can make a man to thrive: 
Or if there be no other winning, 
But tllat the wife gets by hir spinning 

Sma! thnft it is to wive. 

" Affirmation. 
Some more than this yet do she shal, 
Although thy stocke be very small, 

Yet wii she helpe thee thrive: 
Laie thou to save as well as she, 
And then thou shalt enriched be, 

Wben such thou hapst to wive. 
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Olljectioll. 
If lle were mine, I tel thee troth, 
Too much to trouble hir I were 10th, 

For gre dines e to thrive: 
Least orne hould talke, as is the speech, 
The goodwifes husband weares no breech, 

If such 1 hap to wive. 

Affirmation. 
What hurts it thee, what some do say, 
If honestlie she take the way, 

To helpe thee for to thrive? 
For hone ty wil make hir prest, 
To do the thing that shal be best, 

If such ye bap to wive. 

O&ectioll. 
"Thy did niogenc8 sa~ than, 
To one that askt of hUll time whan, 

ere best to wive to thrive? 
ot yet (quoth he) if thou be yoong, 

If thou wax old then hold thy toong, 
It. is too late to wive. 

Affi'rmatio1l. 
Belike he knew some shrewish wife, 
'Which with her husband made uch strife 

That hiodred them to thrive: 
Who then may blame him for that clause. 
Though then he spake as some had cause, 

As touching for to wive. 

Objection. 
Wby then I see to take a shrew, 
(As seldome ot er th re be few,) 

Is not the way to thrive: 
So hard a tbin I spie it is, 
Tbe good to clluse, the shrew to mis, 

That feareth me to wiv . 

, Affirmation. 
he may in somethiug seeme a shrew, 

;Y et such a busY/ife as but few, 
~o helpe thee for to thrive: 

This proverbe looke in mind ye kee~, 
s, good a shrew is as a Iheepe, 
For you to take to wive. 

O/dection. 
Now be she lambe or be she eaw. 
Gift me ~ .beep, take thou the shrew, 

• 
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See which of us shal thrive ; 
If she be shrewish think for troth 
For al hir thrift I would be loath' 

To match with such to wive. ' 

Affirmation. 
Tush, farewel then, I leave you off. 
Such fooles as you that love to scoffe 

Sbal seldome wive to thrive. 
Contrary hiI', as you do me, 
And then ye shall, I warrant ye 

Repent ye if ye wive. ' 

Objection. 
Friend, let us both give justly place 
To we.deled man to judge this c~se, ' 

WhIch best way is to thrive; 
For both our talke, ~s seemeth plaine, 
Is but as happeneth In our braille 

To wil or not to wive. ' 

Iller/dell Mans Judgement, 
Clpon theformer Argument. 

As, cocke t~1at want~ his mate, goes roving all about, 
WIth crowing earhe and latc, to find his lover out. 
And as poore jJlje hen, long wanting cocke to O'uide 
Soonc dr?ops, ~Ild shortly the,n, begins to peak; asid~. 
Even so It IS WIth man and WIfe, where government is sound. 
The want of tone the others life doth shortly soon confound. 

In jest and in earnest here argued ye find, 
That husband and huswife togither must dwell, 
A no there to the judgement of wedded mans mind, 
That husbandry otherwise speedeth not weI: 
Of huswifery like as of husbandry told, 
Now buswitely huswife, helps bring in the gold, 

Thus elldcth the Booke of Husbandry . 

:j J 1 

The Paintfa of Huwfferie, united to the Conifort of ]lusbmulr.y, new lie corrected and 
amplijled with di ers good Lessuns/or HousllOldcl's to recreate the Reade,', as by the Table 
at tIle "End Im'eqj' more plainly may appeare. Set /o1,th 0'1/ Thomas Tusser, Genticmall. 

To the Right H~noul'able autl my especial good Ladie and Mistresse the Ladie Paget. 

} TUOUGH danger be mickle, 
And fa \'our so fickle, 

• ret dutie doth tickle, 
My fansie to wright, 

Concerning how prettie, 
How fine and how nettie, 
Good hu ewife should jettie, 

From moming to night. 
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2 Not mending by vriting, 
To kindle a spicrhting, 
Bul shew by md ighting, . 

As afterwards told, 
How hu~bandrie ea eth, 
To huswifrie pleaseth, 
And many pnrse greaseth, 

Vitb silver and gold. 

S For husba.ndry weepet h, 
W here huswifery sleepeth, 
And hal'dlie he creepeth, 

Up ladder to thrift: 
That wantetl) to bold him , 
Tbrifts ladder to hold him, 
Before it be told him, 

He fals without shift. 

4 Least many should feare me. 
And others fOl'sweare me, 
Of troth 1 do beare me, 

Upright as ye see: 
Ful minded to love all, 
And not to reprove all, 
But onlie to move all, 

Good huswifes to be. 

!j F'or if I should mind some, 
Or descant behind some, 
And musing to find some, 

Displca e so I mought : 
Or if I should blend them, 
And so to offend them, 
\Vhat stur I should send them, 

I stand in a doubt. 

6 T hough harmles ye make it, 
And some do wel take it, 

To the Reader. 

If others forsake it, 
What pleasure were that, 

Naught else but to paine me, 
And llothing t o gaine me, 
But make them disdaine mc, 

I \Vot not for what. 

7 Least some make a triall, 
As o1ock by tl1e diall , 
Some stand to denialI, 

orne murmur and grudge, 
Give judgement, I pray you, 
For justlie 80 may you, 
So fansie, so saie you, 

I make you my judge. 

S In time ye shall trie me, 
By troth ye shall spi t: me, 
So find, 0 Bet by me, 

According to skill : 
However tree growelh, 
The fruit the tree sheweth, 
Y OUT ladyship knoweth, 

My heart and good will, 

9 Though fortune doth measure, 
And I do lacke treasure, 
Yet if I may plea. nrc, 

Your honour with this: 
Then well me to mend it, 
Or mend or ye s nd it, 
Or any where lend it, 

If ought be amis e. 

Your ladiships servant, 

TUOMAS T USSER. 

. 
< 

1 N o listen good huswives, what doing are heer , 
Set forth for a clay, a 1t should for a yeerf ? 
Both easi to follow, and soone to atchie e, 
For such as by huswifery looketh to thrive. 

!2 The forenoone affaires, til dinner (with some) 
Then afternoone rlooings, til supper tim come: 
'Vith breakfast and dinner time, sup and to bed, 
Slands orderJy p'laced, to quiet thine hed. 
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3 The meaning is this, for a day that ye see, 
That monthly and yeerely, continued must be : 
And hereby to gather (as prove I intend) 
That huswifely matters, have never an end. 

4 I have not by hearesay, nor reading in hooke, 
Set out, (per adventure) that some cannot brooke : 
Nor yet of a spight, to be doing with enie, 
But such as have skared me, many a. penie. 

5 If widow both huswife and husband may be, 
What cause hath a win ower, lesser than she? 
Tis needful that hoth of them lookewel about, 
To carelesse within, and to lazie without. 

6 Now therefore. if ye will consider Gf this, 
What losses and crOS3es comes dail'y amis : 
Then beal'e with a widowers pen as ye may, 
Though husband of huswifery, somewhat do say. 

The Pr,!/ace to the Booke (if Huswiferte. 

1 TA KE weapon away, of what force is a man? 
Take huswife from husband, and what is he than r 

2 As lovers do covet, together to dwel, 
So husbandry loveth good huswifery weI. 

3 Though husbandry seemeth, to bring in the gaines, 
Yet huswifery labours seeme equal in paines. 

4 Some respite to husbands, the weather may send, 
But huswives affaires have never an end. 

As true as thy faitb, 
Thus hU5wifery so.ith. 

I SERVE for a day, for a weeke, for a yeere, . 
For life time, for ever, while man dwelleth here, 
For richer, for poorer. from north to the south, 
For honest, for hardhead, for daintie of mouth, 
For wed and unwedlled, in sicknesse and health, 
For all that weI liveth, in good common wealth, 
'or citie, for coltntrie, for court and for cart, 

To' quiet the bead, and to comfor~ t1H~ heart. 

A Description ofllu8wife and HUS'lvifel'ie . 

OF huswife doth huswifery c11alenge that name, 
Of huswifery huswifcJ doth likewi~c the same. 
"Ot. Ill. !3 T 
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Where hushallO and husbandry joytteth with these, 
Tbcl"e wealtbines e otten is holden with ease. 

53 The name of a buswife what is it to say? 
The wifi of the house, to the husband a stay: 
If huswife doth that, as belongeth to hur, 
If husband be godly, there needeth no sture 

S The llUswife is she, that to labour doth fall, 
The labour of hir, I do huswifery call : 
If thrift by that labour, be honestly got, 
Then is it good huswifery, else is it not. 

4- The woman, the name of a huswife doth win, 
Dy keeping her house, and her dooings tberein : 
And she that with bu band, wit quietly del, 
Must think on this lesson, and follow it wet 

Instructions .to Huswife1"Y. 

Senre God it tlw. fUnlt, 
True love i~ not wurst. 

1 A D.AILIE good lesson, of buswife indeede, 
Is God to remeQlber, the better to speed. 

2 Another good lesson. of huswifery thought, 
Is huswife and husband to live as they ought. 

ife comely, no griefe, 
Man out, buswife chieft~. 

S Though trickly to see to, be gallant to wive, 
Yet comly and wise, is the buswife to thrive: 

4 When husband is absent, let huswife be cheefe, 
And looke to their labour, that eateth. bir beefe. 

Both out not sHow, 
Keepe house huswife thou. 

$ Where husband and huswife, be both out of'plac » 
Thel'e servants do loitet", and reason their case. 

6 The husWife so oamed (of keeping the llouse) 
~lu8t tend on hir pro nt, as cat on the mouse. 

Seeke home for rest, 
For borne is the beat. 



• 

Miscellaneous Tracts. 

S Though home be but homely, yet buswife is taught. 
That home hath no fellow, to such as have ought. 

Use aU with skill, 
Aske what ye will. 

9 Good usage with knowledge, and quiet withal 
Make huswife to shine, as the sunne on the w~l. 

10 'Vhat husband refuseth, al comly to have. 
That hath a good huswife, al wi'lling to save. 

Be ready at need, 
Al things to feed. 

11 The case of good hU8wives, thus dally doth stand, 
What ever shall chance, to be ready at haud. 

12 This care bath a buswife, al day in her hed, 
That al things in season be hUiwifely fed. 

By practise go muse, 
_ Bow houshold to use. 

13 Dame practise is she, that to buswife doth tell, 
Which way for to governe, hir familie well. 

14 Use laborers gently, keepe this as a law, 
Make child to be civile, keepe servant in awe. 

Who carelesse do live, 
Offence thereby gi ve. 

15 Have every where, a respect to thy waje~, 
That none of thy life any slander may raIse. 

16 What many do know, though a ~im~ it be hid~ 
At length wil abroad, when a mlscillefe ahal bld. 

No neighbor reprove, 
Do as to h e love. 

17 The love of thy neighbor shal stand thee in steed, 
• The poorer the gladder to belpe at a need. 

18 Use friendly thy neighbor, else trust him i t.~is, 
As he hath thy friendship, 50 looke to ha.ve blSt 

Strike nothing unkoowne, 
Take heed to thine OWDe. 
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19 Revenge not thy wrath upon any man beast, 
Least thine by like malice he bid to like feast. 

20 What husband provjdeth, with money his drudge, 
The huswife must looke to, which way it doth trudge.. 

A ]t.Tote 91 Cock. crowing. 

N ow out of the matter, this lesson I adde, 
Concerning cocke crowing, what profit is had, 
Experience teacheth, as true as a clocke, 
How winter night passeth, by crowing of cocke. 

Cocke croweth at midnight, times few above six, 
'Vith pause to his neighbour, to answer betwix: 
At three a clocke thicker, and then a ye know, 
Like al in to mattins, .u.c:c:re day they do crow. 

At midnight, at three, and an hOUl'e yer day, 
They utter their language, as wel as they may: 
Which who so regardeth, what counsel they give, 
Wit better love cock crowing. as long as they live. 

For being afraid, 
Take heed good mayd: 
Marke crowing of cocke. 
For feare of a knocke. 

Thefirst cocke crottieth. 
UOJ dame, it is midnight: what rumbling is that ? 

The ne.t:t cocke cr(Jtvcth. 
Take heed to false harlots, and more, ye wot what. 

If noise ye beerc, 
woke al be cleere: 
Least drabs do noy t11ee, 
And theeve oestroy thee. 

Til first cocke crowcHt. 
laicis, three a clocke, knead, lay your bucks, or go bre • 

Tile next cocke cro'toetlt. 
And cobble and hotel}, ye that cannot buy new. 

Til cocke crow agen, 
Both maidens and men : 
Amend with s~, . 
That mending hath need. 

TIlefirlt roclce cr()'(J)cth. 
last fire a clocke, bolla; maid sleeving beware, 
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The next cocke cr(1{tlcth. 
Least quickly your mistrisse uncover your bar~ 

Maides, up I beseech ye, 
Lest mistresse do breech ye: 
To worke and away, 
As fast as ye may. 

Huwijh'e: Mormng lVor/es. 

No sooner up. 
ut nose in cup. 

1 CET up in the morning, as soone as thou wilt 
With overlong slugging, good servant is spilt. ' 

~ Some slovens from sleeping, no sooner get up~ 
But hand is in ambrie, and nose in the cup. 

That earlie 18 cloone, 
Count huswifely woonf'. 

!!$ Some wOl'ke in the morning may trimly be done, 
That all the day after can hardly be wun. 

4 Good husband without, it is needful there be, 
Good huswife within is as needfull as he. 

Cast dnst into the yard, 
And spin and go card • 

.5 Sluts corners avoided, 5ha1 further thy health, 
Much time about trifles shall hinder thy wC!alth. 

6 Set some to peele hempe, or else rishes to twine, 
To spm and to carel, or to seething of brine. 

Grind malt for drinke, 
See meate 40 not stinke. 

7 et some about cattell, some pasture to view, 
S011' . malt to be grinding against ye do brew • 

OQle corneth. some brineth, some will not be taught~ 
Where meat is attaiuted there cookery is naught. 

H 
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Break/ast DO{)ings. 

To bt akf$ " that come, 
Give every one lome. 

1 CAL servant to breakfast, by day star appeere, 
A snatch and to worke, feUo ves loiter not heere. 

2 Let huswife be carver, let pottage he heat, 
A mess to each one, with a mor el of meat. 

No more tittle tattle, 
Go serve your cattle. 

3 'Vhat tacke in a pudding? saith greedy gut wringer, 
Give such ye wot what, yer a pudding he fiDger. 

4 Lt!l el\aulb once sen'edl their cattel go serve, 
I.east often ill erving make cattel to sterve. 

Huswifelg Admonitions. 

Lcarne you that wi! thee, 
This lesson of me. 

1 No breakfast of custome provide for to save, 
But only for such de erveth to have. 

'2 No shewing of servant, what vittels in store, 
Shew servant his labour and shew him no more. 

Of avocke beware, 
Cat nothing wil spare. 

, 'Vhere a1 tbing is commOD, what needed a hutch? 
Where wantedl a sa.ver, there vocke i much: 

, Where window is open, cat maketh a fray, 
et wilde cat. with two le~ is worse by my fay. 

Looke wei unto thine, 
Slut slothful must whine. 

~ An eie in a corner, who useth to have, 
ReoVealeth a drab, and preftllteth a kna e: 

6 Make maid to be cleanly 01 make her crie creake, 
And teacb bir to stir, when hit mistteue doth speake. 

Let holliwand threat, 
Let. nzgig be beat. 

• 
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7 A wand in thine hand, though ye fight not at all 
Makes youth to their business better to fall. 1 

8 For feare of foole had I wist, cause thee to waile 
Let fizgig be taught, to shut dare after taUe. ' 

Too easie the wicket, 
Wil still appease cHcket. 

9 With hir that wil clicket, make danger to cope, 
Least quickly hir wicket seeme easie to ope. 

10 As rocllittle mendetl}, where manners be spilt, 
Su naught wil be naught, say and do what thou wilt. 

Fight seldome ye shal, 
But love I..ot to bral. 

11 Much bralling with servant what man can abide, 
Paie home when thou fightest, but love not to chide. 

12 As order is heavenly, where quiet is had 
~o error is hel or a mischiefe as bad. 

What better a law, 
Then servant in awe. 

13 Such awe as a warning, wit cause to beware, 
Doth make the whole houshold the better to fare. 

14 The lesse of thy councell, thy servants do know, 
Their duty the better such sen'ants shal show. 

Good musicke regard, 
Good servants reward. 

15 Such servants are oftnest painful and good, 
That smg in their labour, like birds in the wood. 

16 Good servants hope justly some friendship to feele, 
And looke to have favour, what time they do weele. 

By once or t Wise, 
Its good to be wise. 

17 Take runnagate Robin, to pitty hi~ need, 
And looke to be filched, as sure as thy creed. 

18 Take warning by once, that a worse do not hap,. . 
Foresight is the stuppel' of many a gap • 

Some change for a shift, 
Oft change sma! thrift. 
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