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of o~e Mast r Wierlay, that broke prison here, and in the letters ~ha.t diver oth rs put 
out in print)~ and a little tnore of which you will b are in tbe relation of one Mr hil
lenden, who, with eighteen more, broke prison here foure night ago; for I believe that 
he will make a declaration to the world. We have from time to tillle complained to our 
fri nds at London, which have hitherto hoped that lett I'S from the gentlemen to th 
court, of the good usuage of the prisoners with them, would have pre ailed with hi 
maje ty, nd the generall her, to purcbase the like for us; but, alas! it i in vain. We 
have petitioned his maje tie alld the geuerall, and articled against Smitb, for trancen
dent cruelties, but we never cOllld have hearing, by rea on of the potency of hi fri nds, 
anel tho e damnable oaths that he has swore against us, to which there is no more cre
dit to be given then to the divill, and tho 0 wicked lies that he hath told, and tho e false 
reports that he hath rars-ed on us, and fill d the court full of strange and unheard-of 
matter, that never entred into our hearts to thinke of, much Ie se to plot; and ,t.hose be hi. 
usual practic sand e\'asion when we complaine of him; so that our tl'uggling and com
plaining hath done us rath~r more hurt then good" bec;w C'our fri nn in parliament hath 
llot taken the right cour!le to deal with their prisoners., as we have been dealt with ; 
which if they had, they them clre. ) I am confident, w uld, long ere thi , by theil' im
po tunate dcsire~ and informations to his majestie, have eased us of mith, and pm'
chased more liberty for us; so that this is our lallt refuge that we have to betake us to, 
to press ' our fri nds immec\iately to get all their prisoners of quality clapt up' close pri
soners, a we are, and used in some reasonable proportion to what we Ine h re; and if 
this be not speedily done, I doe verily believe, they will scarce see the face of one man 
in ten of us; for, so neare as I can judge, Smith, with more than pagan-like cruelty, 
hath alre dy murthered above forty m 11, yea, above sixty men, in thi house, the blood 
of all which he is guilty of; for his starving, beating, fetteting, clapping head and heels 
toO'ether, close imprisoning, a.nd other bad usuage, hath already brought the plague 
among t us; and two poore men in the towel' lie sick of the plague ores, as the chyruI'
geon avers: yet, in t lis grtat extremity, will not let the heavy-hearted wife come l'elieve 
and nourish her sick and distressed htl banu; yea, he hath clapt a chyrurgeOJl in pri
son, for commin~ to dl'esse the stinking putrifted sores of t.he wounded and eli ea cd : 
yea, and the poor people that dressed our diet, and washed our lil1nen~ are not permit
ted to come unto us; yea, and though Captaine Scroope, a gentleman of quality, be very 
sicke, yet will he not suffer hi apothecary to come to administ r any thing to hinl. 

But the saddest story, of all the rest in this house, might bee made of one Mr Ed
~ard Bl'adneys 5 fferin C7s, who was an honest Warwi kshire mall, who hath laid a long 
·tune in languishin.g death, first in this castle, then at Briclewell, and almo t ever since 
~hey broke prison there, in fetters of iron, who di d yesterday, whom all the gentlemen 
10 the house, neither for love 1101' money, could not intreat mith nor ilis lieutenant 
(who is grow.De as bad as, himselfe) t) let us have, for Ollr mon y, any poore woman to 
looke unto him; so that be was forced, for three weeks together, to lye in his own dung 
Md pisse, and never wa$ made deane all that tim but once, as those that were neerest 
'Klto him have for certainty informed me; so that they that lay in the roome with him, 
and next unto him, have "beene all most poisoned with stincke by him: yea, though the 
poore prisoners, many of them, be almost spent in watching with their fellow dying pri
~ne S, yet tbe inhumane lieutenant, the other night, threw stones in at the windowes: 
!D a roome where foure Jay sick j because the poore watching men had but a faggot burn
mg, to refresh them, and a candle burning, to see to give them drinke, and such things 
a they had for them. 

()zon Castle, May !l6, 1643. 
I rest your servant. 

I The prisoner. report, in a letter. inutuled, A true Relation of the U,uage of "11: Prisoners at Oxon. 
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Tile true Copie qf a Petition atld Articles, which the Captainr,s and Gentlemen in Prison 
prifen'ed to his Mqjesties P7'ivie Cou1lseli, Commissione'rs, and Counsell qf Wa1'7'e, against 
Smith. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords of his Majesties mO$t Honourable Privy Counsell, 
the Commissioners, and the Counsell ofWanc assembled in Oxon, the most humble 
Petition of some Prisoners in the Castle at Oxon, hose Names are heteunto sub
scribed. 

Shew.eth, 
That we presume, not' from any forgetfullness of our sad condition, being prisoners 

under his 'm~estjes high displeasure, and the inseparable consequents therewith, which, 
in all humility and sense of sorrow, we both apprehend and submit unto, or out of any 
unquietnesse of disposition, to enCl'ease trouble to your lordships, to interrupt your 
great affairs, which we most humbly crave pardon for; but the long and still daily ill 
intreaty we all recei\'e llnder our keeper, the provost-mal'sball-~eneral, Captaine Smith, 
is so exorbitant and intolerable, as, upon the reputation 'of gentlemen, we professe, that 
a faire passage out of this world will be farre IJlore welcome unto us then such a life. 
A particular of some of his actions, we, in all humblenesse, (as your lordships shall vouch-
afe to signi6e your pleasures,) desire to present unto your lordsbips, b~seeching your 

lordships to take them and u unto your grave consideration, and to shew your petition
ers such favoul' and relief therein, as YQur lordships shall tbinke meet. 

And we shall daily pray, &c. 

Some Pm·ticulars f!f Captaine Smith, his Cariage towards his Prisoners. 

1. That we are, many of us, close prisoners, and some in irons, and other gentlemen . 
;n the tow<::l', amongst the common prisoners, and have been strucke by Captaine Smith. 

2, That we are by him lock't up into our chambers. and debarred the use of pen, inke, 
:lnd paper, and the converse with any, having sentinels set at our chatnber-doores, some 
of us denyed tht! comfort of speaking witb such as come from, and retume unto our 
wi ves and dearest friends. . 

S. That we have sl1ffer~d much for necessaries; and many of us are lousle. 
4. That. he cloth frequently reproach and provoke us with very ba, e language, calling 

Sir William Essex; old doting foole and as~e, and swore that he would lay him head 
amI heeles together~ that he hath suddenly, in great rage, come unto the captaine;:s and 
officers, in the presenc:e of divers strangers, and his owne servants, no otftmce that we 
know being givot:n, or by him expressed, and swore that he would lay the proudest of us 
neck and heeles, and that hee spake it to them all in generall, or to any of them in parti
,cular; and challenged them now. or atany time hereafter, if they were at liberty, to jug. 
tifie it 'Upon them, that he ha called some ,of the captaines boyes, and other gentle
men jackanapes, rascalls, and foole!!, and that he would whip their arsea, and lay them 
.in irons, in the tow~r. 

5. That when his pri$oners have had no relief in i4 houres, .and have earnestly b~g
g~d for water, and hath, with all possible respect, been desired thereunto, he hath VIO

l~ntty fallen upon them, knocking of them downe, and beating Df them, in as much a$ 

some of th~i r limus are likely to be lost thereby; calling them .cur., and protettiDg !hat 
he, respect~ d~gs more than tliey, some of them being offieers; and after 8UC~ beatJUg, 
bemg cast mto \I'ons, head and beeles, all night, tor no other('8~se t~ aakinga little 
water in suc'h t'xlremitie, for want whereof tt ey have beeDe'n sucbDCelSitie, that they 
ita ve beene .cotutrained to drinke their OWDe uriDe. 

~ 
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6. That he, (as we humbly conceive,) for his owne private respects, most ipjuriDllsly 
cha ges his prisoners with plDts and conspiracies, and hath taken great summes of mo· 
ney of them fDr fees, and detained some .of them in great extremity, ev n tD the preju
dice .of their lives, Dneir for unlimited fees, untD their utter undoing. 

7. That whereas his majestie, .out .of his great mercie, is mDst graciou ly pleased tD al
low his pDore prisoners sixpence a man per diem, yet they received h reDf but five far
things a-day, whereby many .of them had been starved, had it not bin for the Ieliefe .of 
some-Dther prisDners, WhD made collection for them: and that Captaine Smith his ser
vant Rich hath gained tWQ shillings out of every five thus collected for the relief of 
the poore prisoners; and the said Rich, by the allowance .of his master, sell th beere at 
an excessive rate, to wit, that in a kilderkin .of five shillings, he hath gained six .01' se
vell shillings. 

8. That aptaine Smith, as he said, came with an expresse command from the in 
to some .of his prisoners, and told that his m~jestie himselfe cDmmanded him that the 
gentlemen should ,have Dnely bread and water, untill they had paid Mr Fisher's bill, .of 
one hundred and fifty pounds, Dr there abDut,-a bill that hath caused mu h difference 
betweene Mr Fisher and Captaine Smith; cDnsisting .of Captaine Smith his servants; of 
seven pound spent by him in wine; a bill of the diet .of the servants and prisoner, 
when sometime they were in number sixty, seventy, Dr eighty, .one day lllore, anDther 
lesse, which made it a cDnfused bill and reckDning; and did nDt at all, as we humbly 
conceive, concern any .of us; wee ha,·jng agreed, and Captaine Smith prDmised that 
we shDuld have a twelve penny otdinary ; which we never refilsed, but was alwayes ready 
to pay, thDse that had mDney, and the rest to give the best as uranoe they cDuld for it. 
And because thi one hundred and fifty pDunds was not presently paid by SDme few .of 
them, they were locked up close prisoners, and . sentinels set .on their chamber-doores, 
to see that they r~ceived nDthing but bread ~nd water, which aptai11 mlth swore 
was the king' expresse cDmmand; but he said, he would allow them br ad and beel'e. 

This petition was exhibited abDut AllhDllantide, 1642; but, by reason .of the potency .of 
his friends, wC1, cDuld never have any hearing, thDUgh, since that time, wee have pre
fel'red many other petitions. 

HERE YDU have seene a glimpse .of Smith's tyrrany, but to repeate all his cru Itie , 
with his cDzenings and eheatings, and the circumstances aboltt him, wDuld make a 
,otume .of many sheets .of paper; but by this all the ".odd may ee how the king i 
"'ounded in his honour by such base Egyptians, that car fDr nDthing but their .own 
ba~e and by-ends; therefore thDse great friends .of Smith, that have borne him up, and 
stayed the prison rs off from beil)~ heard in their just and lawful r quests, whereby 
they might llave been righted, and Smith have received justice, aceD I' ing to hi d me
rits, may be ashamed to p08sesse the king, and say they are his friends, when, indeed, 
they arc hi utter and onely eaemies, that doe aU they can tD taine him in hi ju tic 
and hDnours; therefore1 I hope that nDW they will see their errDI', and the king and 
'ord-generall of that army will vindicate their hDnour , by doing justice .on Smith; 
Which if they doe not, it will lye as a blDt .on them tD aU pDsterity: and if his majelltic 
plea~e to grant to me , an other witnesses against mith, his safe cDnduct and prD
t<;ctJon, I will prove it to bim, as I have already here, all these particulars up .on oath, 
VIva voce, and many others. . 
. Fot' since Captaine Wingatea, that honourable and faithful gentlemans escape, abut 
It . ~ith was in trouble; b t wa nD sooner restDred again tD his place, but he againe 
begm t play lhe yrant: ee and his lieutenant falls llpon Dme .of the gentlemen~ 
and wounds them, lik ly to ill one Lieutenant Fuller, and after that layes bim, 1)t!cke 
and heeles, in ·PODS; and a other captaine bee wounds him 8orely, and puts him tnto 
the towerl l~ea all tbe olole IJrilJOoers; aod sweares that Jl~ would lay Cap-
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taint Lillburne in irons" because he did looke o~t of his chamber window, he having 
been sick, to take the Ire; because bee !Jaw h1m play thus the tyrant: and thus bee 
his usuall practiaes, that men were better be out of their Jives, then come to be under 
his custody: therefore 1 hope all the men of our army will fight it -out to the last, and 
not suffer themselves to be taken, but die rather, like men and brave souldiers. then to 
be by him starved, and stuncke to death. 

It will now bee looked for, that I should relate the manner of Captaine 'Vingates anrl 
my owne escape. Thus much in b.-efe :-that God, in his due time, was good to him and 
me, and to many more, all the while hee and I was under this misery, to s pport us by 
his strength, and also, by his wisdome and power, at la~t pertectly to deliver us. But 
to relate the full particular remarkable providences of God to. Captaine Wingate and to 
myselfe, and the rest that did e cape, would be too tedious; but this we say, and wee 
speak the truth, God al 0 bearing us witnesse that we do not lie, that by many hard 
and difficult waies we escaped, God going along with us apparently; which Captaine 
Wingate de ires, and myse1fe also, 'and all the rest that did escape, that the sole and 
vnely honour, glory, and praise, may be given to God. 

And so de ires your friends and poore bretbren~ in the defence of the house, to 
the last drop of their bloods, 

Thomas Cheny. 
Edward Leader. 
·WiIliam Gough. 
'Vi iii am Whitlow. 
Thomas Chamberlaine. 
William Briant. 

All sworne before the lords assembled 
i n parliament. 

EDllUND C.fl1LLENDEN. 

Joseph BHset. 
Damel 8hton. 
Christopher Weckes. 
John Allen. 

To the Honourable If"illiam Lenthall, Speaker of tile HOIl.ourahle House f!! Common " 

Noble Sir, ' 
.. rrIlE grievous uurthen , of miserable thraldome which we in captivity now groane 

under, pre ents itselfe to yourselfe, to your serious -consideration, relying on your fa· 
vour 'and compassion for specdie redresse. We had not thought that ever we, who 
hav ~ adventured our lives and fortunes to maintaine and preserve the true pro estant 
religiou, his mC\je ties person and just prerogative. the lawfull liberty of the ubject, 
and the just {>rivdooges of arliament, should be so soone obliterated out of your me
mory, and left to the more than pagan usage of tyrannicall and merciJeese men. We are 
not onely depri:ved of the soci !y of our f~ieods, of pen, ioke, ,and paper, bu what we 
have by stealth, whereby we mIght acquamt some of our chantable friends of our lan-

uishing -condition, but we have no allowance from h' m' y; ever since we came 
in, and but mall aUowan<-e from the menlbers of the bDuae of patli eDt ~ ith us, 
because they cannot g t money in the towne. nor, if they couJd get it; will. Qlith, the 
mar hall.generall, suffer it to be brougbt into tbem; 10 that we are bereaved of almost 
all-the meanes of livelihood; for when we have been ready to fai t fur wapt of water, 
to s tisfie our languishing thirst, having not a peDlly tq buy j the said Smith 
bath taken the keyes from hi maD, who was abo t to fet fa' in 
irons, vexing him very mucb, for t.hat he a sayed t.o ~ ardJ 
tooke off his cloathea, and turo'd him out of dooree. A him 
whether his majesty a.llowed U8 any thi as prilone . t 19Do~i. 
niOllS manner reviled llS, giving ult DO better termea tbUl parlla-
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mentary rogues: saying, eat stones, yee round.head rogues, and bee hanged; in like man
ner threatnmg all of us that will not take their soule-condemning prote tation, to take 
IIp armes, and joyne with them against the most honourable court of parliament, and 
my loving generalI, his excellenc

v
' ; and likewise goe to erect their bulwarkes i which 

if any refuse to doe, he i immediate! ' cast into the duno-eon, laid neck and heeles to
gether, with bolts of five-and ·thirty pound, permittin r none to adOlini ter him any 
comfort; which cruelty, with abundance of menacing words, having no hope of mter
mission of this insupportable burden of misery, hath struck uch terrour in the heart 
of many of the prisoners, .that they have taken their prote tation, 'and engaO'ed them
sel\'t:s to serve as afore; which hath cost many poore pri oners tbeir live ; who e blood 
will one day be enquired after, at th~ 11ands of those who were the ffieient caus r.ot 
th reof: yea, even the parliament-men themselves, here with us, have be n so restr-ain
ed of their liberties, that they have been lockt up, and confiner! to stay in thei r ch m· 
bel' for three or four days together, and not suffered to hare any communication ,,;' t11 · 
the other captaines, their fellow~ pri80ners; neither have had meat, drinke, or water, 
but what hath been conveyed to them by stealth; and have been enforced to ease na
ture, and throw it out of their windQwes i-and aU this becau e they have endeavoured . 
for relieve; by meanes whereof, Master Franklyn, a parliament-man, now lie a·d iog. 
And that which more augments our grievance. is, that ware not on ly confined to lye 
on the bare boards, on the tables, under the tables, on the chymneye harth, nay, on t he 
very stayres, and sometimes on the top one of another ; whereby i b,ed uch a noysome 
stinke, that it infecteth very many with th~ pestilent feavour, and other very danO'c
rOllS diseases; there being, at this instant of time, aLout twenty persons in~ cted amonfl's t 
us, and, in our judgmeht past recovery; the disease being so violent, that it quite be
reaveth them of their senses. In this deploraLle condition, we be eech you, thinke on 
some meanes to revive our dy:ing, nay. almost dead spirit, that wee may once againe 
injoy Ollr freedome, which we have been so long time bereaved of, or take such course 
with the best of them which you have prisoners with you, to keep them short, and 
barre them of their liberty, as we are, to Lhc end that they may with more arne tnes e 
solli~te their friends, and negotiate to procure their IDltlrgements, by xehanging of llS ; 

for we are credi'bly informed, and do believe it to be true, that they have 0 much 
libertie and favour in London, and elsewhere, that they need not care much for their 
imprisonment. In a word, if we are not speedily exchanged, or ome cour e taken for OUl' 

better usage, which now is in utferable, many amongst us, we feare, will change them
selves from being our friends, and becom our enemie , and be a active in tyrannizing 
over us as any that have been forced to apostatize from us. We bes e -h God 0 to di
re t the powers of your minde, that you may, with all sedulity, importune and direct in 
our behalfe to the most honourable court of parliament, aud then we doubt not but 
God will blesse your and our end vours, to whose protection we commend you, and 
remaine, 

Your humble servants, though distressed captives. 

From our eztraordiaary .. II «mdage in 
0ifol·d Castle, this 19-t~ ql Jut!!, 1643 • . 
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i. Richards. 
John Burkhill. 
James Clerring. 
Richard Bradshaw. 
Edward Parricke. 
Thomas Wells. 
J o. Williams. 
Humphrey Lebbes. 
Thomas Dungeon. 
Thomas Gibbs. 
William King. 
John Gell. 
Maurice Moeor. 
·Willill.m Wood. 
Richard ymons. 
Joseph Ratclytfe. 
John Walter. 
Joseph Amye. 
Joseph Rushaley. 
J olm Alder. 
J obn Gelcot. 
Chri topher Fowler. 
Richard Mixon. 
N athani~l Smith. 
Richard Frith. 
John Overton. 
Richard Weauright. 
William Baenes. 
Thomas Hartwell. 
Ed ward Keepe. 

William Elkoanley. 
WiUiam Ashley. 
Robert Chi Ide. 
Jo. Reade. 
Clemen t Prato 
John Shaw. 
George Sharpe. 
Chao Smith. 
Richard Smith. 
William .croley. 
Edward Huggens. 
Richard Whitehead, lieutenant. 
Ro~r Cotrill, lieutenant. 
Jo. Reeve, sergo to the earl of Stamford. 
Heury Fitzherbel't. 
Edward Fitzherbert. 
James Cragford. 
Andrew Pest, quarterJmaster. 
Maurice James. 
Arthur Rose. 
Scapcot Perdee. 
George Rose. 
Robert Holly. 
John Wilye. 
Nathaniel Cambridge 
William Hawkes. 
John Butchins. 
John Grage. 
J enkyn Price. 
William Hughes. 

With many others, that are so sicke that they are not able to subscribe. 
Mr Francklyn is, since the penning of this, dead, by Smith's cruelty. 

A POSTSCRIPT. 

orne things more which I here adde; 88, his seizing one Mr Fishers house, claping 
llim pri oner in he lower, almost starving him, seizing on his goods. turning him, his 
wife and family out of doores; and also his seizing one Doctor Gardens house, and 
turning Mistris Garden int<.' the street, after he had beat and pint;hed her, and most 
basely abused her: neither have I set torth his pedigree, aud what hath been his man
ner of life, which hath always been ba e enough, as appear. by the testimony of one 
Mrs House of Chichester, where this Smith, with his family. did lye about a yeare ; who, 
to get into favour, dissembled himselfe a puritan, and must needs have a miniswr sent 
for, to satisfie his troubled conscience: and when his dissemblednesse could DO longer 
be hid, he alms d them, and railed on them, and went away. not paying them a farth
in : this hath been his continuall cour e, to live by cheating and ~zning :-th refore 
I desire the state would be plea ed to take into their con,ideration e mi. ery that 
poore honest men are like to ufier under-hand, and to keep at common prisoners 
they take, to exchange them for our common meD, whiCh they r let he, but ai-
waye ke p, yea, and do muoh abuse them. These thinp 1 ba e ritten to Jet all the 
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world see and know the truth, which, if they will not believe. I wist they had seen 
and felt it as much as I. And whereas some men say their pri oners here suffer as much, 
I deny it; because I have b~n in the pri On • both here, i London, and at Windsor, and 
finde It is altogether false, whatsoever maligna.nts report. 

Tile RemOnstrance of the Commo7ls qf England to the House of Com'mons, assembled ill 
Parliament: Priferred to them by the hands of the Speaker. 

This is the argument of some Toya)ist. jntended to throw Dpon the pRrJiamenl the unpopularity ' of 
continuing the war. It wa doubtless sent to the speaker, but, as the reader will readily im • 
gine, not communicated to the bouse. 

Master Speaker, 
PREJUDGE us not, we pray you, because the title of this paper is a remonstrance, not 

a petition: the cause is, for that petitions have had ill 6uccesse of late; yet the matter 
will be the same, though the forme differ. 

We send this (whatsoever ye will call it) to the honourable house of commons, who 
are the representative body of the whole commons of England, and we desire to pre· 
sent it by you, who are the speaker of that house. 

The end of our desire is peace, and we hope we shall not erre in the way, when we 
intreat you to be our mediatour. Master Speaker, all that we desire of you i , to de· 
liver tl118 to the house, to procure it to be read, and to obtain as good an answer unto · 
us as you may. " 

And now we addresse ourselves to the honourable house itselfe. 

WHEN this parliament was called, (after several unhappy bre~ches of some former,) 
we comforted ourselves with a bope of a redresse of all our grievances, and we made 
C oice of you for our knights, citizens, and burgesses, to erve for us there, and we did 
put our confidence in you, and beleeved that you, according to our trust, without any 
by respects, would have studied ondy the Jle.2lce and good of the kingdom; and we can
not be yet out of hope, but that ye will pertorme in the end. 

But you must not take it amisse, if, aspersolls grieved, we tell you where' our grjeres 
lie. And to prepare our cure the better, we must desire you to call 'to your remem
brances, 

I. That we are still the true body of tlJe commons of England, you but the repre· 
sentatives. 

2. That wee have not so delegated the power to you, as to make you the governors 
of us and of our estates: you are, in truth, but oor procurators, to spea~ for U8 in the 
great counceU. 

S. That in right we oug to have accene to those whom we have thus chosen, and 
to the whole boo , al tliere thall hi3 cause to impart our desir s unto you, and you 
ought not to refuse us. 

d
' 4, ht , in,ol,jng jn youn, we had DO purpose to make you perpetual! 
Ictatorr. 



Tracts durillg the Reign of Kiug Chm'les I. 

5. That 'we ne\'er intended that you should have that latitude of power, as to imbark 
us all in l\ civi ll wal', ' to th~ de tructi n of 11 and our posterities. 

6: Much les e had we a' thought, that, by ally Qf your votes, ye would OT could draw 
u into any acts of tli loyalty or <Ii obedience again tour Murall leige lord, to whom~ 
by th law s of God and man, we doe owe, and will pay all allegiance and fhJelity. 

Wh refoJe, we must claim this frcedome which bclongi unto us, as fl'eeborne su~iects, 
an~ a persons inter ted in the good and safety ufthis kingdome, as we-II as yourseive , 
that ye will speedily take tho!!le things into your wise and religiuus con ic1cration , wbich 
belong to our peace, an(\ whi h we, out of the de p sense of OUI' present mi erits, and 

f the apparent ruille of us all, (if not timely pre\ ented,) '\0 now offel' unto you. 
None of which sha.1l be any new {anci s, or dreames uf distempered braines, but shall 

be such as have their grounds upon apparent truth and a cleere evidence. 
For, first, we doe professe to all the wol'lu, that we are resolved, with our lives and 

fortunes, to maintaine the true prote tant religion e tabJi bed by the law8 in this church 
of En(l'lan<l : to maintaine our well settled govcl1lment uJ)clel' a inonarchie, according 
to the ~knOWl)e Jawes of this land: to maintaine the just liberty of our person t and pro
p rty of our estate, according to the rule of those Jaws: to maintaine the 'just privi. 
Ie Iges of parliament, ·without which our laws can .hardly be continued. 

And in the a 'serting of the e, we beleeve we have the co Tence of both the houses 
of parliament; for such have been their daily protes' time to time. 

And for the kings ma:jesties opinion herein, he declarations, solemne 
.protestations, and religious vows, before God and eclared bim elfe so fuJly a.nd so 
freely, that it is his unchangeable resolution to liv • d die in the maintenance of all 
the e, that we hold ourselves bounden, in reve to his person, and in Christianity, 
to beleeve that he will faithfully perform his with his people. 

And we have this fUl'ther assurance ther ill that he hath descended 80 low fr In 

·hi throne, as to acknowledge some errour ieh have slipt bim in his by-past govern-
ment, and t~ l,mdertake not to give way the like hereafter. ' 

We wish, with aU our hellrts, that yo uld, with the sam~ ingenuity, acknowledge 
your error also, aud amend them; so ght we soone (by Gods ble sing) have our 
peace restored again, and, by your ind tries. made a happy natiou.· 

Let us then deerely and freely exp sse in what thipgs we find ourselves grieved, 
which have becne voted, ordered, and acted by you during this parliament; whereby the 
cure intend d is become worse than the disease under which we formerly languished : 
and we must, witll as much cJearnesse and freedome, protest against them, if they be no 
peedily reformed and remedied. 

The particulars are these ;- . 
1. That, und~r the colour of advancing the true "rotestant reHgiQn, . encouragemen t is 

given to anabaptists, bro iab, and all manuer of sectaries, which multiply in every 
corner; which must be reforl)led, or our ~rue religion is lost. 

i. Under the pretence OI h tred of popery, (which we also detClJt, far their su-
-perstitions acu) idolatrous tenets are inoonsistent with tb,e true eformed pro tant reli· 
gion,) the book of common prayer ( hich is established by law) is cryed down by many. 
and all decent orders in Gods outward worship; and .t!very man-Ieft·to the dictate of 
liis private' pirit: but let the laws agaimt papi ta and aectarie (the two treams) be 
put in due execution; we shall thank you for it. . ' . 

3. Under the colour of regulating the ecclesia tical courts, and ta· away the high 
commis ion court, all spirituall juriSdiction (for the coerei e part the f, ' bicb is th~ 
life of the law) is taken ay, Mtbatnownobeinou'n . by courts, 
as adultery, incest, &e., can be punished; DO be . ed; church 
can be inforced to be repaired; no chure &c., an= compel:-
lable to take upon them their office, or to pro· brCad 



and wine (or the communion; no parsons or vicars can be inforced to attend their cures, 
or to give satisfaction for the paines of them who doe; no tithes can be rc 'overed by 
their law, nor other church duties. We beseech you, think what will be the end of 
these things at the last. 

4. Under the name of reforming the church government, ye endeavour to take away 
the function and very being of' church governoUl's, as bishops, and their assistants, the 
de;Lu and chapters, so to take away the preferments of learned men, and the encou
ragements of learning. In the name of God, let the abuses be taken away, but not the 
good uses also. 

5. For the rectifying of matters amisse in church discipline, and ome thin!:!'S in 
doctrine also, (as is pretended,) an assembly of divines is propounded to be convoca
ted, and consulted with. The matter is right, but the manner is surely amisse ; and so 
'wee are likely to lose the benefit of the substance for the errors in the ci rcllmstance ; 
which is, that, in this intended convocation, the divines are not nominated by divines, 
who can best judge of their abilities, (which is the Jegall way.) The greate t part of 
those who are named are I JlQwne, or justly suspected to be persons ill di posed to th 
peace of the church, and addicted too much to innovation. You your elv s (being ali 
laymen) are to be the only judges of what shall be propounded and what determined; 
the dIvines but your a sistants; and the kin is totally to be excluded from haviuooallY 
"oice or hand in it: and (as it is propounded) this is to be a perpetuall convocation 
if- the houses of parliament so please. 

6. Under the colour of freedome of preaching, seditious sermons nre preached daily, 
e 'en in the hearing of many of your elves, who ,traduce the kings sacred p r on au .. 
der his government, and, in expl' 8 e termcs, encourage the maintaining and continui g 
of this unnaturall and unchristian civjll wture, and y t none are punished for it; which 
makes us feare that this is, and long' hath been made by orne to be the principal en~ 
gine to kindle thi fire of hell, to the just scandall of all good men, and slander of our 
religion; this doctdue coming so close to that of the jesuites. 

1. And divers worthy, learned, and painful preachers have bten committed to pri
son by you, fOt'd;Jiv ring their con ciences freely and n:ligiously, and preaching obe
dience to their soveraigne. The e things we ob erve unto you, a tending mainly a .. 
gainst the maintaining and propagation of th true protestant religion. 

Touching that part which conceroeth the maintaining of the laws, we shall obse .. ~· . 
al 0 some things unto you, wherein your own practice differs much from your profes
sions: a preposterou way to perswade u , or any other by-standers. 

1. Ye assume that power to yourselves, that ye! by a bare vote, without an act of 
parliament, may expound or alter a known law; Whereas the commons house former
lya "umed to them elvesDo nch power, but ill order t()Wards the making ofa new law; 
nor did the .house of 'peete. cbaleoge any 8uch thing; but hey having the power of 
{udicature, ~ judg ,they proceed according to tbe rul~8 of the known 180 wes, and upon 
heir honour. are ~werable' fOt· the justnesse of ~heir judgements, as other courts are 
pon their oathes 
2. You make your own ~rders and ordinances to be as laws, and compell them to be 

ob erved, and ·th a stricter band; which may binde the members of your house in 
their priviledgea, but have ot, nor ever had the force of Jaws, un till, by both houses, 
and the kings C9I'lHDt, tboy were eon6rmed. 

3. And for own 0 1J of the law. of the laoo, ye take yourselves to be 
~o far above t reach of , that, by your orders and ordinances, ye enjoyn the 
)ud~es and mini of . forbear (contrary to their oaths) to proceed in their 
oldmary courses, where, Y 

4, Ye ilia e U otdinanql to P the militia of the ki 
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please, and shaH confide in, and this without the king, and expressely against his com .. 
mnnd. 

5. Ye posse e yourselves of the navy-royall, and appoint admiralls, and other offi-
cer of sea, without the king, and use those ships agaiu!$t the king himselfe. 

6. Ye take the kings castles, .forts, and. port~, the place of greatest strength in the 
kingdome. and keep them agaInst the kmg hlffiselfe; as Hull, and Portsmouth, and 
Windsor Castle: and these three last actions appeare to us to have beene done by 
d sign; for, 

7. The pretence at first was for the preservation of the kingdome against some 
forreigne enemy; but when nOne, appeared in many moneths, (and we now uelieve 
none sucb, in truth, ever wer ,) a warre for the parliament, against the king him 'elf, 
was raised. for the pr,eservation of the king. 

8. And those who refuse to joyne in this warre with you, or to contribute llnto it, 
w:ith giving Of le.nding of money, horse, armes, &c., ye pro crib, as malignants, and 
1 ersons ill affected to tlle common-wealth; although we see not how it can be lesse 
than treason against the ki11g, to joyne with you therein. 

9. But to all those who are your commanders, or officers of r army, ye give large, 
and even profuse entertainments and rewards, but out of purses, who give y~)U 
little thankes for it. Thus much may suflke to give a tast ow the laws are, and are 
likely to be maintained, in the COlU'se we are now in. 

And for the liberty of our persons, and property of our estates, we shall say a little in 
the next place, and, by a few particulars, judge what we Dlay bope tor therein, 

1 .. Ye take the kings treasure, ye intercept his revenue, pos es e his houses of ac
cesse; and all these for his owne service j and jf any attend him or assist him, they are 
condemned, as malignants, popish. evil counsellors, and enemies to the state. 

2. Ye hav , by me sages, endeavoured to pel'swade our brethren of Scotland to joyne 
with you in your rebellion against your so eraigne; . and this was not done by some 
private men alone, but ordered by the votes of YOl1r bouse. . , 

s. Ye condemne the febells in Ireland, (and that very justly,) for their horrid rebel
lion there, and yet your selves doe greater and more horrid acts of barbarous hostility 
against your king en in his own person, in England; and when yee have been char
ged with it, ye would excuse it, by saying, tbat it was not your fault, but the fault of 
the king himself< , aud of the coun ellors and cavaliers about him; that he went him
sel£ , in person, into the battel; which he did with that magnanimity and kingly cou
rage, as will adde to his bonour, and your shame, whilst the world endureth. Thus 
yc)ur action is become odious to God and man, and your excuse for it ridiculous. 

4. And, as if ye bad shaken off all subjection, and yourselves become a state inde
pendant, ye have treated, by your agents, with forraigne states: such an usurpation 
upon sovercignty~ as was never yet attempted in thi kingdome. 

5. Ye command your owne orders, ordinances, and declaratio ,to be printed and 
publi hed J cum privilegio; but if any thiug come from the king, which may truly in
forme and eli abuse the peo.ple, ye forbid those. to be published, and commit them to 
pti on who do it. 

6. That monies advanced by gift or advertture. or act of parliament. nd Boulelier 
pr pareel for lI'elalld, to reduce the rebels there. ye b ve fro time to time diverted to 
maintalne this unnaturall wan'e in EnglaJ,Jd j so ye doe visibly loose the kingdome of 
I I' land, that ye may be the better enabled to 10GSe the kingdome of Eogland also. 

7. Ye ha\'c hewed your selvc. so adverse from ~ce. that ye 0 0 there batt 
he no ce ation of armes, leat, by .a free treaty. a mig 
ringe towards the king him tie. 

And lest ye might be accu ed to be ju 
so\'creigne, thes things ye have done to ~ IUI"~"L_* '~4I~:~~r.<iI~:*,., 



Historical1'racts. 

1. Y c have made an Ol'dinance, that the twentieth part of mens estates must be payd 
towards the maintenance of this rebellion. and ye appoint those who shall value tha t 
twentieth part; and why, by the same reason, ye take not the tenth part, or the one 
halfe, we see not: and for the levying of it, ye ordain yom collectors shall destraine fol' 
the summe assessed, and sell the distresse; and if no distresse can be founel, the persons 
of these notable offendours are to be imprisoned, and they and their 'families banished 
from their habitations. . 

2. But lest this should not have the colour of Jaw sufficient to blind the world, ye 
have lately made an oldinance for the inhabitants of the counties of Northampton, Rut
land, Derby, &c., to pay, arid be assessed, (by assessors named in your act,) in imita
tion of the statute lately made for the 400,000/.; and this, as is probable, hall, in con
venient time, be extended to the whole kingdome: 80 ye first cast your elves into a 
necessity to get money, by making an impious war upon your sovereigne, and then, out 
of that necessity, ye compel your fellow-subjects (who abominate tl e war) tomaintain.· 
it. 

s. And yee have yet a sborter and a surer way: 'Where yee unc.lerstaJ;ld there is any 
money, or plate, or goods to bee had, ye send a party of horse or dragooners, or otlJ(~t 
st rength, to fetch it, as out of an enemies countrey, because the owners are ~..?od ub
jects to the king, or you suspect them to be so; and that alone i crime sutttcient to 
apprehend them, to judge them, and take execution upon them; and all this without 
the ceremony of law, by your absolute and omnipotent power, which cannot erre. 

4. You discharge apprentices and servants from their masters services, without can 
sent of their masters and dames, and either perswade them or compell them to serve 
you, in your army, against the king. This is, indeed, the liberty of the subject. 

5. Ye have impri"oned many for petitioni'ng unto you, (as if that alone were a crime,) 
if the matter of the petit jon do not flatter you in your present courses. 

6. And others ye have imprisoned, some for petitioning, and some for intending to pe
tition to the king, (as those gentlemen of Hertfordshire and 'VestminsteJ';) and yet, GoC¥ 
be praised, the way is open to petition to him jn heaven, and he will heare us in his 
good time. 

Lastly, for you·r priviledges of parliament. 
1. First, ye forbid us to dispute them; ye alone are (as ye say) the judges of them :. 

but, in fom1er ages, those also might be, and have been judged by ihe la we of thp 
kingdome. Onely of offences committed by your own members against your bouse, of 
these ye are the proper judges, aod of the elections of your members. 

2. Yet these, we conceive, under your good favours, are to be thus confined, that' 
every member of your house hath, and ought to have as free liberty as any of them,' to 
deliver his opinion upon any mergent occasion, and not to be committed, a some 
have beene, .or put out. of the hoo , as otbers have beene, for speaking freely against 
the sence of tbe houle, or rather f some mem bers tbereof. 

3. The priviled~s ot your boUle were never challenged till now, to e tend to any 
member which ~old commit treason or felony; but ye have now declared that no 
member of th house, nor any others imployed by you in this horrid rebellio'n, should 
be que, tioned for reasOIl, but i parliament, or at least by leave of the house. 

4. Ye have made a cl committee, (as you call it,) wherein a very few members of 
your house ouely are pri y your counsels; and what those few conclude upon is. 
,ummarily reported to tbe e, ud that taken upon trust, by an jmpJicit faith of aU' 
the rest. 

5. Many of the preeeat _mtJrtt18 of your house have bad their election questioned " 
but if they io.cline to tb which ye lay downe to yourselv ,to uphold you~ 
~yrannical and rped gO'Y t, ye are 0 busi d in the great affiaires of state, that, 
In two y~ ee, (fOr 10 OIls, losger, yee bave conti tbi parliament at-
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ready,) yee have 110 leisure to determine those qnestions, Ie t you should lose such a 
one from -your party.. . 

6. Sometimes, when a matter of Importance hath been .lD debate, ye have put It to 
the question, and upon the question it hath hee,n determlDed, and the sam~ questJ?u 
again resumed at another time, better prepared tor. t~e purp~s~, and det~rmlJled (lulte 
contrary. This, we are well as ured, was not the pnvlledge of former parhaments, when 
many of us were members thereof. ' 

We do believe ye have many jus.t priv!ledges for the fteedo.m.e of your p nons, for 
freedome of speech; but w nevtlr did be.lIevt; that y,e had a pnvJledge to t k~ the seep. 
ter into your hands, to 1 vy a warre aga~nst your kmg, and to compen others to joyne 
with you in so execrable an act: We wIsh from our hearts that all these observationS 
were but fable aud fictions, (as we have met with many from you, to amu UR') but 
they are all ll~de~i~bly true. Our condi tions, .tl~eretl re, are most miserable. when' thus, 
instead of mamtalDIng the true protestant religIOn, the lawes of the land, the just liber
tyand property of the subject, and just priviledges of parliament. t,hey are all of them 
rCldica~ly and fundamentally de~tl'oyed, ~nd that by you, wb d~tles a~d professions 
are dally to the contrary: and If any thIng can be added to our mUlery, It is this that 
we cannot see thr?ugh the time when this i~tolerabJe yoke of slavery wInch ye pt;t up
on your fellow-subject shall have an end; eemg, hy the art of a few, yee have contrived 
an act, whereby ye have perfidiously over-reached both the king and pf'ople, to make 
this present parliament to be perpetuall, at your pleasure8, tbat $0 your arbitrary power 
and tyranny over the kingdome might be perpetuated. 

Yet one thing more may be added to our unhappinesse. 
Fuissefcelices, we were lately a bappy people, and are now, on a sudden, reduced to 

such a depth of unhappincsse, that we are made a spectacle to the whole world and 
the very object of their scorne; for, ' 

\Ve are (before we wert: aware of it) cast in a warre, a civill warre, an irreJjO'iousand 
barbarous warre, again t. our soveraigne onr natural liege lord. 0 

Weare put into an inev.table way of poverty, 
By being wasted in all quart r. and corners of the killgdome one by another: 
By 100 ing our comm rce at home, it being int rcepted by the armies, aud almost 110 

debts pa.id, acca ioned . pecially by the privlledges of your members, and sucb as ye pd. 
viled <I't: : 

By loosing U\' trade abroade, it being ca t into the hands of strangers. 
W ~ lOOse our ea on for tillage and husbandry, which must of necessity introduce a 

famine; and famine doth but usher in a pe tilence: and warre, famine, and pestilence 
are the three gn~at and fearful judcrments of God upon a nation. ' 
. Nothing. can redeeme 11 out of the e calamities but a speedy peace, and, to prepare 
It, a cessatlO~ of arms; aDd then,. by gO?~ lawes, as 1e have already happily begun, to 
amend what IS; or hath u ne amlsse, without pluckJDg up the foo _tioos of govern .. 
ment. 

We beseec1~ you, therefore, at the last, to tay ide your affections, and in your judg
ments to prOVide ~or liS, and for you ~l ,and for the honour of our religion, the 
peace of our conSCiences, the pre8erva~lon of our hves and estates, aud for the salvation 
of ollr poor soules; to have pity upon lIl, bind up our bleeding wouadt, care the dis-
tractions of the time, and make up the breacbea betweaae t kiD! people occa· 
sion d ondy by a misunderstanding. ' 

And if tbese our petitions, or c0mpJaints, or remo bat ye wilt,) 
may prevailc with you, we duubt not but that the Del goodn se, 
will be intrcated to bury all your by-put ct' . ncitberthe 
present age, nor the ages to ('ome, may. t to re-
member what hath happened hem:, in this 



But jf all this, and all which, in your gr at judgments, yee clln adde unto it, shall not 
move you, we doe, and shall prote t to all the world, (that, \l ith tl e hazard of our 
lives and fortune, and of all we can call ours,) VI shall endeavour to vindicate Qur
seh'es from these inhumane cou I' es. Sed meliora spe1·u77lUs. 'Ve hope for better thing . 

And we shall incessantly pray to God to perfect our hopes, hy hIe sing your counsel . 

An Ordinance of the Lords. and CommonJ, assembled in Parliamen(; 'with Instruction 
Jor tlte taking qf the LeaO'ue and Covenant in the KinO"dom of England, and Dominio,~ 
0/ Wutes: Wltlt an E,l.'hortationJor tlte taking 'If the (;'ovcllant, dndfor satisfying suck 
SCt'llples as may arise thereupon: together with tlle League and Covenant, subscribed 
with the Names of so man'y 'If the Memhers of the House tif Commons a have taleen ii. 
All wltich moe to be read i'f~ all Churches and Cllappe/s within tI,e Kingdom of E ngland, 
and Dominion Qf Wale.r. 

The various def, ats which the parliament had sustained in the west, and e]sewber , reduced them to 
apply for the assistance of the 8i ter killgd om; and a deputation was head d by ir H nry Vane, 
to whos add res they chiefly trusted for 9uce 9. But nothing was to be done with the Scottish 
nalion at tbat tim , t1111 i by affording them hope that En&Jand would adopt their b loved church 
government by pre b terYI With this vi w, the cottish Jlt i ted upon the D cesjly of an in~i ... 
mate alliance and unilormity between the two countri s in matters wheth r sac)' d or civil. 

" For such an expedient, therefore, they proposed that R. covenant might be agr d upon between 
th 1 0 I ingdom , for the utter extirpation of prelacy, which that kingdom was eatisfi d to be 
a gIeHt obstruction to the reformation of religion; and the two ho\l'ges of parliament had disco .. 
vered a sufficient aversion from that. governU1Crlt) by having pRssed Q bill for th~jl' utter abolition, 
and. iu the place thereof, to erce t such a overnment as hou1( be most agreeable to God l s word, 
which they doub d not would be thetr own presbytery; and that tile people being cem nted to
g ther by liuch an obligation, would never be severed and di doy ned by uny tempta tion."-CLA
!tENDON, JI. 284. 

The hOlls . of com mODS, bef~,re adopting thi covenant, r milted it to the consider'ation of their god
ly assembly of divintlt at W stminste r, who very r adily save it their approuation: In the house 
it was It: s popul£cf; but, in language which a member actually used on a like oocasion, H They 
~ouJd not yet do wiLhout the Scots; tbe iODS of Zeruiah were too strong for them." It wns there-

. 10re adopted. 
It pt. 25th. Both houae.s, wit.h the lUI~mbly of divines a~d Scol.8 commissi n rSJ mot in tMar

gill et's Chun:h, W tmin ter, wher!'! Mr White, one of t.he tlssembly, prayed an bour, to pr -
pare tbem for takiug the covenant; tLf?n Mr Nye, in the pulpit, made some o bserva tions touch-
109 tbe (;oveDaDt, .llewll'ig the warrant of it from cripture, the examples of it sine the crea
tion, and the benefit to die hurch. 

It Mr HendenoD, one of th 'cots commissioners, concluded in a declaration of what the cots 
hud done, and the good tqey had received by such covenants, and then he showed tue preva
leney of ill COUI) I about the kibg, the resolutiona of the a.tatea of Scotland to as ist th parlia .. 
lllent of England. 

/( Then Mr ye, iD d1e puJpit,read tb covenant, and all present held up their hands) in testimony 
of their nt to it; and afterwar ,in the .avera} hOl1sesJ ubscribed their names in a parch
lil ~nt roll, wbere'tbe (.'0 *'t 81rriUea. The divines of (he assembly and the Scots com-
nil .sioner. like • . 8Mt, then Doctor Gou~ prayed fOI· R blelling up-
On It. 

,. Til 110 lse ordere 
tivepui~ 
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5th February, 1643, 
Ol'cler d by the commons in parliamen't" that the ordinance, with instructions for the 

taking of the league and covenant, together with the exhortat.ion, and the league and 
covenant, be: forthwith printed and published. 

H, ELsrNGE, Cler. ParI. D. Com. 

A tl Ordinance of the Lords and Commons, enjoyning the taking fir the late solemn League 
and CO'tJenant throughQut tke Kingdom qf England, and Dominion Q[ fPules. 

'WHEREAS a covenant, for the preservation and reformation of religion, the mainte
nance and defence of laws and liberties, hath been thought a fit and excelle t meanes to 
acquire the favour of Almighty God towards the three kingdoms of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, and likewise to unite them, and, by uniting, to strengthen and fortifie 
them again t the common enemy of the true reformed reli~ion, peace and prosperity of 
these kingdomes; and whereas both houses of parliament In Eugland, the citie of Lon
don and Westminster, and the kingdorne of Scotland have already taken the sam .,-it 
is now ordered and ordained, by the lords and commons in parliament, that the same 
covenan~ be olemnly taken in all places throughout the kingdome of England, and do
minion of Wales. And for the better and more orderly taking thereof, these directions 
en uing are appointed and enjoyned strictly to be followed. 

Imtructionsfor the taking of the solemne League and Covenant throughout the King
dome. 

I. 
THAT the speakers of both houses of parliament doe speedily send (to the lord-ge

nerall, and all other comrnanders-in-chiefe, and governours of townes, forts, castles, and 
garri ons, as also to the eaTle of Warwick, lord-high-admirall of England) true copies 
()f the said solemn league and covenant, to the end it may be taken by all officers and 
ouldier under their ileverall commands. 

II. 
That all the knights and burg-esse now in parliament doe take spe<i:iall care speedily 

to s nd down into their severall couuties (which are, or shall hereafter ue under the POW
er of the parliament) a competent number of true copies of the said league and cove- ' 
nant, unto tbe committees Df parliament, in their everaU counties; and that the said 
committees doe, within six d~ye8J at the rno t, disperse the said copies to every paris~l 
church or chappell in their severall counties, to be delivered unto the miuisters, cnurch· 
wardens, or constables of tlie several I parishes. 

III. 
That the said committees be required to returne a certificate of the day when they 

received the said copies, 8S also the day they sent them forth, and to what parishes 
th y have sent them, which certificate they are to return to the derke of the parlia
ment appointed for the commons house, that 10 an account ay be given of it, as there 
shall be OCcasion. 

IV. 
That the severaU ministers be required to reade t ir 



people, the next Lords day after they receive it, and prepare their people for it, against 
the time that they shall be called to take it. . 

v. 
That the said league and covenant bee taken by the committees of parliament in the 

place where they reside, and tendered also to the inhabitants of the towne, within se
ven dayes after it comes to the said committees hands. 

VI. 
That the said committees, after they have taken it themselves, doe speedily di;perse 

themselves through the said counties, so a three or foure of them be together, on daye 
appointed, at the chiefe places of meeting for the severall divisions of the said co un ies, 
aHd summon all the ministers, church-wardens, constables, and other officers unto that 
place, where, after a sermon, preached by one appointed by the committee for t1 at 
purpose, they cause the arne minister to tender th~ league and covenant unto aU such 
ministers and other officers, to be taken and subscnbed by them in the presence of the 
said committees. 

VII. 
That the said committees do withall give the said ministers ill charge, to tendel' it 

unto all the rest of their. parishioner, the next Lords -day, making then unto their said 
parishioners orne solemn exhortation concerning the taking and observing thereof: 
and that the said committees do al 0 return to the several parishes the names of all such 
as have ta.ken th covenant before them, who yet shall also subscribe their names in the 
book or roll, with their neighbours in their several parishes; and if any ministel' refuse 
or neglec~ to appear at the said summons, or refuse to take the said covenant before the 
committee, ,or to tender it to his parish, that then the committees be carefull to ap .. 
point another minister to do it iu his place. 

. VIII. 
That this league and covenant be tendered to aU men within he severall pari hes, 

-above the age of eigliteene, as well lodgers as inhabitants. 

IX. 
'I11at it be recommended to the earl of Manchester to take speciaU care that it bee 

te dered and taken in the universjtie of Cambridge, _ 

X. 
That for \be better encouragement f all sotts of persons to take it, it be recom

mended to the assembly 1)f divines to make a brief declaration, by way of exhortation, 
to a1lsorts of persons to take it, as that which they judge 110t onely lawfull, but (all 
things considered) e ceding expedient and necessary, for aU that wi h well to r ligion, 
th~ king and kingdom to joyn in, and to be a singular pJedge of Gods graciolls good
nesse to all the three kingdomea. 

XI . 
• ., .... ~ to take or to tender the covenant, or any other per

day that it i tendl'ed, that then it be tend red to 
.da.1f'·.til1l .. 111iD1 •• and if they still continue to I'efuse it, that then their, 

at teaden it, and by the church-wardens, or con-
ifUa;;"ii1~"·tMm tb bouse . that such further 

e houace of parti I 11 
12 
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XII. 
That all such persons as are within the several parishes when notice iJ given of the 

taking of it, and do absent themselve from the church at the time of taking it, and 
come not in afterwards to the minister and church-warden ', or other officers, to take 
it in their presence, before the returne be Qlaiie, be returned as refusers. 

XIII. 
The manner of the taking it to be thus:-The minjsterto read the whole c venan t, 

distinctly and audibly, in the pulpit, and, during the time of the reading the of, the 
whole congregation to be ~ncovered, and, at ,the end of bis reading th~reof, all, to take 
it standing, lifting up their right hands bare, and then afterwards to subscribe it lieveral1y, 
by writing their names, (or their marks, to whjch their names are to be added,) hI a 
parchment roll, or a book, .vherein~o the cov~nant is to be inserted, purposeV provided 
for that end, and kept as a record 10 the parIsh. 

XIV. 
That the assem hly of divines do prepare an exhortation for the better taking of tho 

covenant; and that the said exhortation, and the decJaratio~ of the kingdoms of Eng
land and Scotland, joyned in the armies, for the vindication and defence of their reli
gion, liberties, amI lawes, against the popish, prelaticall, and malignant partie, and passed 
the 30th of January last, be publikely read, when the covenant is read, 4lccording to 
the fourth and sixth articles: And that a sufficient number of tl1e cories of the said de
claration he sent, by the persons appointed to send the true:: copies 0 ' the said coveua t, 
in the first and second articles. 

• 
An. Exnortation to the taking Qf the Solemne League and Covenant, lor RifQrmation t.mJ 

Defence of ReligiQll.. the Honour ana HappinelJse of the King, and the Peace and $cifet!J 
of the three ](il1gdomes if' England, Scottand, and /1·eland. 

If the power of religion 01' S91id reason, if loyalty to the king, and 'Piety to their na· 
tive country, or love to themselves, and n~tu.raU affection to their postel'ity, if the ex
ample of men touched with a deep sense of all the e, 01' extl'aOl'dinary successe from 
G od thereupon, cah awaken a)l embl'oyled, bleeding remnant to embrace the sove· 
raigne ,and onely roeanes of their recovery, there cau be 1)0 doubt but this 801emne 
league and covenant will find, wheresoe er it shall bee tendered, a people reaq.y to 
entertaine it with all cheel'efulnesse and duty. 

And were it not commended to the kingdom by the concurrent encouragement of 
the honourable hOtlles of parliament, the ass rob1y of divines, the renO""Ded city of Lon
don, nmltitudes of other persons, of eminent rank and quality. in thiS' nalion, aud the 
whole bony of Scotland, who h"ve all willingly sworn and sub: cribed it, with r~oycing 
at the oath, so graciously seconded from heaven already, by blastiDS' the Cou la, and 
breaking t1le power of the el"!eJl)Y more than ever; yet it goeth forth In its own strength, 
with such convincing ~vidence o( equity, truth, and righteousnesse, as may raise in all 
(not wilfully ignorant, or miserably scduc('d) inflamed atf~ctioDs, to joyne with their 
brethren in this happy bond, for putting an end to t.he present miserie d for saving 
both of kin~ and kingdom from utter ruine, now so gly a Q 1y laboured by 
the popish faction, and such as have been be itched f. iperous and 
bloudy generation. 

For w bat i,s there almost iu bis coven,aot :which ~~~I=~fI;:~1 
r manifestly included in that 801emne protestatio_~,,~, ._ ,<~ ~ 

k ingdome stands ingaged untill this day? The'"~' ~l.Mtcfl;lftltM~ 
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justly feare) open one floodgate, the more to let in all these calamities upon the king
dome, and ca t upon it a neces ity of renewing covenant, and of entring into thi . 

If it be aid, the extirpation of prelacy, to wit, the whole hierarchicall go ernm nt, 
( tanding, as yet, by the '~nowne lawso!'the kingdome,) i new and unwarrantable; this 
will appeare, to all Imparttall understandmgs, (though new,) to be not onely warrantable, 
bu ntce sary; if they consider (toomit what some ay, that thi gov rum nt was never 
formally established by any Jawes of this kiugdome at all) that til very life and soule 
thereof is aheady taken from it, by an act passed this present parliament, 0 as (Iik Je
zabels carcasse of which no more was left but the' skull, the feete, and the palmes of 
her hand,) nothing ofjurisdicti n ·remain s, but what is prt::carious in th 01, and volun
tary in those who submit unto them: that their whole government is at he t but a hu
mane censtitution, and such as is found and adjudged, by both houses Qf parliam p.nt, (ill 
which the judgement of the whole kingdom is involved and declared,) not onely very 
pr j~diciaU to the civill state~ but a great hinderance al 0 to the perf c reformation of 
religion; yea, who knoweth It not to bee too much an enemy thereunto, and de truc
live to the power of godlines r, and pure administration of the ordinances of Christ? 
Which moved the well-affected, almost tbl'oughout this kingdom, lon~ , inee, to p tition 
this parliament (as hath been d sired b fore, e n in the reigne of ue n Elizabeth 
and of King J:ame ) for a totaU abolition of the same, or is any mall hereby bOllnd 
to offer any violence to their persons, but only, in 'his place and calling, to indea our 
their extirpation in a lawful way. 

And as for those clerrymen who pretend that they (above all others) cannot cove
nant to extirpat that government,. because they have (as they sa ) taken a solemn oath 
to obey the bishops. in tieitis. ct Itonestis; they can tell, if they plea' , that they that 
have swom obedience to the laws of the land are not ther by prohibited from indea
vouring, by all lawful mean, the abolition of those lawes, When they prove inconveni
cr. t or tni chie\l'ous. And if yet there hould any oath be found into whil:h any mini
ste:'s or others have entered, not warranted .by the lawes of God and the la.nd, in this 
c.a e, they must teach themseh'es and otht.:rs that such oaths call for J1epentance, not, 
pertinacy in them. 

If it be pleaded that this covenant crosseth the oaths of supremacy and alle iance, 
there can be nothing further from truth; for this covenant binds all, and mor tl'ongly 
611ga eth them to ,pl'eserve and defend the kings maje ties per on and auth6rity, ill the 
pre rvatiGn and defence of the true religion and lilJerties of the kingdomes. 

Th t scruple, that this j done without the kings consent, will oon be removed, if it 
be remernbred that the protestation of the 5th of May, b fi re-mentioned, was in the 
am manner voted and (txecl1ted by both houses,. and after (by order of, one hou 'e al<me) 
ent abroad to all tile kingdome, IJl maje ty not exe pting against it, or giving any top 

to the taking of it, albeit he was then resid nt, in person, at Whitehall. 
Thus Ezra and Nehem~alt drew. all th people into a. covenant, without any sp oiat 

COllunission from the P I'sian monarchs (then their sovereign) so to doe, albeit they 
Were not free subjects, but vas Is, and one of them the meniall servant of Al'taxerxes, 
then, by conquest, king of Judah also. 

Nor hath this doctrine 01· practi e bcene deemed seditious or unwarrantable hy the 
pri,nces that have sate upon the English throne, but justi6 d and defended by Queene 
Ehzabeth, of. blessed memory, ith the expenec of much treasure and noble blood, in 
the .mited provincea. of the e herlaDds, combined, not only without, but against 
the unjust VIolence of Philip 0 ai e. King J ames followed her steps, so faTl'e a to 
approve their uuion, and to.en r into league with them as free states; which is conti .. fued, by hi majestie no ·pi g, unto this day; who. both b.r his e pedition' for re
. lefe of HOcbel, in B ce, D his strict confederacy with the Prince of Orange and 
the states-geoera~ uotwithstaadiog all the importuDltie ofSpaine to the contrary, hath 

VOl, lV. S X 
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set to his seale, that all tha had beene done by his royaH ance tors, in maintenance of 
those who had so engaged and combin d thems Ive , wa just and warrantable" 

And what had become of the religion, 1 w s, and liberties of our sister nation of Scot
land, had they not entered into such a solemne league and co ellant at the:: beginning 
ofth lat troubles there? Wbich cour e, however it wa , at first, by the popi hand pre
latick projectors, represent d to his m~jestie a an offence of the highest nature, justly 
de erving chastisment, by th fmy of a puissant army; yet, when the matter came after
ward, in ole blood, to be debated, first, by commissioner of both king- omes, and 
th n in open parliament here, (when all th se, of jther house, who are now engaged 
at Oxford, weI' pre ent in parliament, and gave their votes therein,) it wa found, ad
ju<i<Ytd, and d c1ar d, by the kin in parliament, that our dearc brethren of Scotland had 
done nothin')' but what b came loyall and obedient su~iect ; and w re thereupon, by 
act of parliament, publikely righted, in all the churches of this kingdome, were they 
llad U E'ne defamed. 

Tb refoJ'e, however some men, hoodwinkt and blinded by the artifices of those je-
uitical ngineer, who have 10nO' conspired to sacrifice our religion to the idolatry of 

Home, our lawes, lib rti ,and persons to arbitrary slavery, and our estates to their in. 
satiable avarice, may possibly be deterred and amused with high threats aDd dccl ra
tiolls, flying up and down on the wings of the royall name and countenance, (now cap
tivated anrl prostitut d to erve all their lusts,) to proclai e all rebells and traitors who 
tak this covenant; yet 1 t no faitbfull English heart e aid to joine with our bre·· 
thr n of all the three kingdomes in this olemne 1 a.s sometime the men of I r al 
(altbough under another king) did with the men 0 Judah, at t.he invitation of Heze .. 
ldah. 

What though those tongues, set on fire by hell, doe raile and threaten? That God 
who was pleased to cleare up the innocency of Mordecai and the Jews, against' all the' 
malitious a persions of wicked Haman, to his and their soveraigne, so as all his plotting 

. produc d but this effect, that when the kings commandement and decree drew neare 
to be put in execution, and the enemies of the Jew boped to have power over them, 
it wa turned to the contrary, and the Jews had rule over them tha.,t hated them, and 
ai hands on uch as bought their hurt, so as no man could withstand them; and that 

same od who, but even a yesterday, vouch afed todispel'se and scatter those dark clouds 
and fog which ov r- hadowed that loyall and religious kingdome of Scotland, and to 
make their right. ousnessc to shine a cleare as the sunne at noone-day, in th very eyes 
of their great 8t enemies, will doubtlessely stand by all those who, with singlenessc of 
heart, and a due sense of their owne sinnes, and a necessitie of reformation, shall now 
ent r into Hn v rlasting covellant with the Lord, never to b forgotten, to put an end' 
to all tho e unhappy and unnaturnl breache betweene the king and such a are faithful ' 
in the land; cau il.g their righteousnesse and prai e to spring forth before all the na-· 
tion I to the terror and confusion of those men of blood, the confedera e enemies of God 

ml the king, who have long combined, and have now raked together the dreg and
cummc of many ltingdome , to bury all the glory, honour, and liberty of thi n~tjol1 '11 

the f:ternal grave of di honour and de truction. 

Die Veneris, 9th February, 164S., 
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A. Solemn League and C(}'t)eJll1llt for Rifo1'1nation and Difence of Religion, tke Honour ami 
Happinesse of the King, ana the Peace and SoJet!J of tile three Kingdoms of England" 
&otl.and, and I relalld. 

'Ve, noblemen, baroos, knights, gentlemen, citlzens, burgesses, mini ters of the gos
p I, and commons of all sorts, in the kingdoms of England, Scotland, nd Ireland, by 
the providence of God living under one king, and being of one reformed religion, having 
before our eyes the glory of God. and the advancement of the kingdome of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, the honour and happine s of the kin~ majesti and his pos-

ritie. and the true publike liberty, satety, and peace of the klllgdoms, wherein every 
ones private condition is incJuded, and calling to minde the treacherous and bloody 
plots. conspirac~es, attempts, and practices of the enemies of od again t the true r Ii
gion, and professors thereof, in all places, especially in these three kingdoms, ever inee 
the reformation of religion, and how much their rage, power, .and presumption are, of 
late, and at this time increased and exercised; whereof the d plorable ell tate of t11 
church and kingdom of Ireland, the di tressed estate of the church and kingdom of 
England, and the dangerous estate of the church and kingdom of cotland, nre present 
and publike testimonies,-we have now. at last, (after other mans of upplication, re
monstrance, protestations, and sufferinO' ,) for the preservation of our elve and our re
ligion from utter ruioe and destruction, accordin~ to the commendable practice of the e 
kingdoms in former times, and the example of vod people in other nation , after rna· 
ture deliberation, resolved and determined to enter into a I\lutual and solenme I a ue 
and covenant, wherein we all subscribe; and each one of us, for himsel~ with our hands 
lifted up to the most 11igh God, do swear-

I. 
'That we shall sincerely, reall , and constantly, through the grace of God, endea

vour, in our several places and callingl!l, the preservation of the reformed religion in the 
church of Scotland, in doc.trine, worship, disciplllle, Ilod government, against, our com
mon enemies; the reformation of religion in the kingdoms of England and Ireland, in 
doctrine, worship, discipline, and government, according to the word of God, and th~ 
ex.ample of the best reformed churches;· and shall indeavPlll' to bring the churche of 
God, in the three kingdoms, to the neerest conjunction and uniformity in religion, 
confession of faith, form of cburch government, directory for worship and catechizing; 
tha we, and our posterity after us, may, as brethren, live in faith and love, and the 
Lord may delight to dwell ill the middest of us. 

II. 
That we shall, in like anner, without respect of persons, indeavour the extirpation 

of popery, prelacy, (that is, church government, by arch-bishops, bishops, their chan
cel\ours and commissaries, deanes and chal,ters, archdeacons, and all other eccle iasticall 
offi..cer depending on that hierarchy.) superstition, heresie, schisme. prophanes c, and 
whr.tsoever shall be found to be oontrary to sound doctrine, and the power of godli .. 
nesse' lest we partake in ot~ mens ins, and thereby be iD dang' r to receive 0 their 
plagues; and tllat the l.ord *y be ODe, and his name one, in the three kingdoms. 
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III. 
'Ve shall, with the san e sinceri ty, reality, and constancy, in our severaU l'ocations, 

endeavour, with our e tates and lives, mutually to pr serve the rights and priviledge 
of the parliaments, and the liberties of the kingdoms, and to pl'es.el'Ve and defend the 
kings majesties person and au thol'ity, in the pr servatioll and defence of the true reli. 
gion and liberties of the kingdoms, that the world may bear itnesse, with our con· 
sciences, of' our ]oyaltie, and that we have no thoughts or intentions to d~minish his 
majesties just greatnesse. 

, IIII. 
'We shall also, with an faithfulnesse, endeav'oqr the discovery of al1 such as have becn, 

or shall be incendiaries, malignants, .o.r evill instruments, by hindering the reformation 
of religion, dividing the king from hi people, or one of tbe kingdollles from another, 
pr making any faction or parties amongst the peoJ,le, COl trary to this ~eague and cove· 
nant, that they may be brought to pulJIicke trial1, and receive condigbe -punishment, 
as the degree of their offences shall require or deserve, or the supreme judicatures of 
both kingdomes respectively, or others having power from them tor that effect, shall 
judge convenient. 

V. 
Ami whereas the happinesse of a ble8$ed peace between these kingdoms, denyed;o 

fortner times to our progenitol's, is, by the good providence of God, granted unt.o us, 
and hath been lately concluded and settled by both parliaments, we ~hall, each one of us, 
according to our place and interest, endeavour that they may remain conjoyned in a 
fil'me pt!ace and union to all posterity, and that justice may be done upon the wilfuU 
opposers thereof, jn manner expressed in the precedent articles. 

VI. 
We shall also, accorrling to ('lUI' places and call~ng&, in this common cau~e of religion, 

liberty, and peace of the kingdom s, assist and defend all those that enter into this 
league and covenant, in the maintaining and pursuing thereof, and shall not sufter our· 

I selves, directly ()r indirectly, by whatsoever combination, perswasion 01' terrour, to be 
divided, and wjthdrawn from this blessed union and conjunction, whether to make de
fection to the contrary part, or to give oursekes to a detestible lndifferency or neutra
lity in this 'ause, whioh so much concerneth the glot·y of God, the good of the king
doms, and the honour of tIle king; but shall, all tlle days of our live, zealously and 
cOIJsta1l,tly continue therein, ag~ln t all opposition, and promote the same, according to 
oUr power, agaipst aU lets and impt:diments whatsoever; and what we are not able our· 
selves to suppre~ se or overcome, we shall reveal and make known, that it lllay be timely 
prevented or removed :-All wllich we shall do as in the sight of God. 

'An9 because these kinguQo18 are guilty of many sins and prQvocations against God, ' 
and his son Jesus Christ, as is too manife~t, by our present distresses and dangers, the 
fruits t1lereof, we professe and declare, before God and the world, our unfayned desire 
to be bumbled for oUr own sin, and tor the sins of these kingdomes; especiaUy, that 
we have not as we ought valued the inestimable benefit of the go pel, that we have 
110t laboured for the purity and power' thereof, and that we bave npt endeavoured 
to receive hrist in Ollr hearts, nor to walk worthy of him in our lives, which are 
the causes of other sins and tran.gressions so much abounding amongst us; and our 
true and unfained purpose, desire nd endeavour. for ou IVeI, and aU other. under 
our power 'aDd charge, hoth in publike and in private, in all dutit'S 0 t> to G d 

an, t ,amend our lives, Bnd each one to go befure another i e of a rtal 
re~oTllla lon, that the Lord may turn away his wrath ad vy • t and e ta-
bhsb th se churches and kingdoms in tru th and peace. ft·· h' coveoaJlt we make 
in the presence of Almighty God, the searcher of all hean., with a true inteDtion to 
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performe the same, as we shall answer at that great day when the secrets of all hearts 
shall be disclosed; most humbly be eeching the Lord to trenothen us by h ' hoJy spi-
it for this end, and to bJesse Ollr desir-es and proce clings with slIch sncces:'e as may be 

deliverance and sat~ty to his p opl , and encouragement to other Christian churches. 
groanihg under, or in danger of the yoke of anti-"C1lfj tian tyranny, to joioe in the arne. 
or ike a sociation and covenant, t the glory of God, tb enlargement 'Of the kingdome 
of Jesus Christ, and the peace and tranquility of Christian kingdomes and common" 
wealths. 
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The present Surveio'li. if'L()l1don find Engl(.mds State; containing a T!Jpographicalt De
scription of all the }Jarticu/ar Ft)rts, Redoubts, B,'east·worlcs. and Trenches newlJl erect· 
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gow, the author, was born in Lanerk, in cotland, and bred a milor, but having a large iu
i'uaion of the wandering spirit common to his countrym .n, uc travelled throu~ gr nt part of 
the countries surrounding the Mediterranel\n, and wa thrown into the inquisition at Malaga. 
Of his travels aod suffering b publi hed nn account in mo ·t iofl:'lted Inngnage, which can Quly 
be compared to Coriat'8 Cruelitie • On his return, h petitioned the kin&, for r dr s~ against the 

paniards, and was cbarged, by Gondamer, in til pre nce- hamb r, with Luwing invented bis 
whole legend; on which the high-souled traveller strucl him, or, in hi. wn phrns , It contr -
banded llia fistula with a Sst;" for which he lay in prison till th amba ador' deparlure. This 
circum tance did not increase Lithgow's reverenc for the b u e of Stuart, which wa , moreover, 
diminisued by hi zeal for pre byt rYe It grieves m to say, that hi countl'ym 11 Rdopted the 
opinion of the "paniard ;.and the lower rank, with whom, notwith Landing, hi book wa long Il. 
favourite, distiogui hed him by the epithet of Lyio~ LitlJO'ow. 

The account whicfl the pamphlet gives of the tate of London is very iutcresliog • . 

The present Surveiglt n.f London and England State. 

AFTER long fourtie yeares wandring, since my fir t launching ahroad to sUr\'eiO'h the' 
spacious bounds and tertiat face of the ancient world, besides my daily faslidiou

b 
and; 

now frequent predestriat progresses at home, amI in 11 ighbour reO'ions about, an~1 be .. 
ing fallen in the rotten bQsome of d c1yning age, the sun being set on the winter d~ l' 
of mine elabourat time, ano that time past thJ'eescore years; yet now, 1 ay, for di. 
verse serious respects, in this instant year, 1643, April 24th, it was my re olution to 
imbarke at Preston Pannes, with sundrie passengers bound for London; wher , w igh
ing ankers, and hoysing saile, with roome wind~ and fair weather, we coasted along 
the Brittallnian shoore. In all which deserted way, bctweene Forth and Grave end wee 
hmd onely three ships, two Scotsmen and a Nol'U gian, and one of the ruyall WilClps 
lying at anker in Aermout.h road, which made the ea resemble a wildernesse, and the 
devasted shoare the comfortlesse sight of a desolate Jaud; where nev r heret fore 
(winter excepteo) these Tritonian bounds were st n (reciprocally taken) without 20001 
saile recoursing tlfat sandie and shelfy marine. 

But the e tate and afiaires of thi world are ever rano-in cr, ever challging, never con:.. 
st~nt.; which made Solon .tell CrresuIJ, tha.t. man should never reckon on the {; licity or 
thIs life, because there mIght l)e a mutabilIty of fortune ere death. 'l he like may I 
now say of deplorable Germanie, lately the mother soyle of Europe, yca, and the (J'lo
rie of the whole universe, that n ver, in these daye of antiqnitic, could haJdea, d~el. 
fanin, AS8~ria, and Mesopot~m!a, the foure. pr~l1~ipall pa ture for th~ ~~. t creation; 
compare with that almo t IDVID(!lble empyre, for pnnces, potentates, nobl/Ille, impel·jall· 
cities, gentrie, merchants, aDd rich bowres; no, no j fol' it was the snp rabountlinll' 
fullnesse of men, I!'0ney, and might, an I, indeed, nothing inferior (the fall of Adam r ~ 
served) to the first oric tall paradise. And yet, when .the fuJlnesse of their prid, 11Ix~ 
urie, gluttoD\e, and libidinou lusts were t;prung on high, and crying fOT Heavens aU. 
commandiogjudgments, how soon, with the sword, plague, and famine, were they thrown 
down upon the desperat rocks of grievous desolation. And who can tell (it is now be
~uu) how soon the like punishn ent may faU upon this isle; the soul h part w h reof. be
lllg loaden with self, 10 e. vain ory, the fatncsse. of vices, ambitiou pride, and a 'con
t. IJ'ptibie disdain of aU nations, t mselves exceptt'd; so that their ba ks and bellies. 
like unto a tor aD oil t re become the loadlitone of their flattering follies and 
pamfleriftg.p1 ur~; that, WI t JODle conclign~ corrtctiun, thty might asity (in a 
Dlanner) for the ~reatou, d the creatu . Spain, in this eha tisement, may se-
cond GerQJa ee Ie l)palDe • and, 1 fe r ere long, (which God1evert) 
IOgland left the. er of all; ~ariDg DOW (as it were). almost the v ry 
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leffigie of the di!>tracted and combustible kingdomes in this Europian tierce upon the 
-shoulders of her declining fortune. 

But now, reverting to my purpose, the 1i,rst news I beard at my (' JsbarkiDg was, the 
.down-casting c:Jf the golden' cro se in Cheap-side, to the which, with speed, I approach
ed where I . aw diver imagious ,relicts tumbling down in the bottomlesse pit ofoblivi
on: Upon the sequell day, May 4th, it was razed to the ground, and the foundation 
-thereof made levell with the street, which was not done by tumult, but by order of 
parliament And now I will neither commend nor con lemne the fact, but this far I 
..Jar say,- whilst it stood, it was a monumentall ornament worthy of a royall citie, and 
the bealltifuU object of admiration to all spectatours and strangers. But, indeed) some 
~dolatrous papists made it (in going by) the sanctuarie of th ir superstition, making ho
mage to it, ane, crossing their now crossed breasts, have left the golden crosse,. to fall 
down, like Dagon, at the feet of a. happie begun reformation. So, the third day thereaf
ter, they caused take ilowne aU the new and old crosses standing on churches and 
steeple-tops; and notwithstanding whereof, I still carry six crosses on my arme, and 
th seventh crosse still followeth me, against my will, which the world may help, and I 
cannot prevent. Next, upon Weduinsday ensuing, May 10th, by order of parliament, 
I saw, at 1)00ne day, two great heaps of books burned, both where the golden crosse 
formerly tood, and before the Royall Exchange; which books had been compyled by 
the popish prelaticall faction, for tollerating, on the Sabboth-day, sportings, pa times, 
,prophane playes, and so, consequently, aU sorts oOabour, (as the papists do, at this day, 
In the popes own patrimoniall lands,) pJ'ohibitin~ afrernoone sennOJJS, and commanding 
the erecti n ot altars and homages thereto; whIch was don r the introduction of the 

, masse, and other infinite pendicles of poperie. 
And now, truely, I never saw London, these fourtie yeares past, so populous as nowit 

is ; only there is a general muttering that money is hard to come by, and that is, be~ 
can aU kinde of trades and trading begin to decay, and they who have money kt!~p 
jt close ; for common imployments are Iat ly metamorphosed in flying colour, touck
-ng of dJ'ummes, inveloping scarff's, and Pandedalian feathers, wherein they have more 
plea nre than {>rofite: and yet it best agrees with the peopl s nature, who delight 
mainly in pubhck showes and frivole ostentations. Incleed, for victwtls they have abun· 
<lance, and plenty {)t all things, and at an easie rate, and want for nothing as yet, save 
()ncly peace. ' 

nut it tl)ay trllly be feared, t11at if tllese their gencrall combustions draw to a winter 
leaguer, that both t1Je city and kingdom shall smart for it: And why ? Because both. 
the great armie , and also th pettie armies il every county, do so sack and poil the 
ground, f llOfse , be tiall, gra se, corne, and haye, and also pitifully plunder lhe peo
ple of moneys. victuals, aud domestick furniture, that the continuing of jt ill a short 
time hall ruine all. 

And now to b gin with the cities insides, before I come to its ou aides ann fortifica-, 
tions :-1 found .tbe river, fr·')m Ratcliffe upwar 8, fuJi of merchant shi~ and they ly
ing two aud two, and side to side, with a pretty distam~e from conple to couple, re
sembled as th'Ough they had been to make a sea fight; but indeed they Iy at their uard, 
and are well provided. The first lamentation their tongues offered me b e W j t1le 
<learth and . carcity of coal ; and notwithstanding of the daily relief they get 11 ot
land, ye t they are loath to part with money, and, in a iuging way, and grudging at 
their infranchized lot, heavily bewaile the losse of their ad tagious Tyue. I confesse 
t heir ~'eekly ta ' es are ~reat, levyed to uiairataine the parliameots . ,besi many 
oth r uUl'thens that daily depend upon their purses; and for aU i . tbe month-
ly contributi'Ons of the nine circumjacent count ~. ertt aDd 
they can neither march nor fight for lack of IDQDe maia 
anu chiefest cause of their slow proceedin; . 'Dg to 
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llave fro~ anci.ent and preteria~ times, a ge~erall ~nd natural malignitie afclit~st our na
tion, which neIther can, nor wtll be exten11loed till the day of doome; for It runneth 
in a successh'e line, as the conduit from the fOllntain~ ingorgetb the pond. I wc)uld 
speako more freely here, and that justly, but that I do not love to be accounted for a 
malignant, whilst th re are too many already of that sycophantick kinde in both king
,domes; and so I proceed in a fair way. 

The daily musters and showes of all sorts of Londoner' here were wondrous com
mendable, in marching to the fields and out works (as merchant, silk-men, macers, 
shop·keept:rs, &c.) with great alacritie, carrying on their sboulders yron a:nattocks and 
wooden hovds; with roaring drumme" flymg colours, and girded swords; rno t com .. 
panies being also interlarded with ladies, women, aud girles; two and t 0 carrying 
baskets, for t.o advance the Labour, where diver wrol1ght till tbey fell sick of their pains. 
All the trades, and whole inhabitants (the in y court excepted) within the "'itie, tiber. 
ties, suburbs, and circuOljacent depenciencles, went, day about, to all qua,rters, for the 
erecti n of their fort and trenches; and thi hath continued these tome mon hs. past; 
the half of which time I wa a spectator to , th ir laborious toyle, .as after you shall 
hear. The greate t company which I observed to march out, accordmg to their tllnles 
were the taylours, carrying fourtie-si colI ours, and seconded with eight thou and 
lusty nien. The next in gl'eatnesse of number were the atermen, amounting to $even 
thousand tuggers, -carrying thirty-seven collour : the ,boe.maker were five tho sand 
and oddes, carrying twenty-nine collors ; and indeed the ~entle craft, could never here-
tofore have muster d so many here, since Crispus and . ianus, the two pPOsed 
IPrinces, their patrones, forsook the t·rade. Neither in t . gue dare 1 forget the 
porters, that marched forth one day toward Tayhurne , carrying twen~ie·tbree 
coUollrs, being three thousand white shirts: and (ver ati~) .upon that same day, a 
thollsand oyster wives advanced from Dillin g~te, thr gh (~heap ide, to Crabtree field, 
aU alone, with drumrnes and ft.ying collours, and in civil manner, their goddess Ed· 
lona leading them in a martian way. The next day following, ,fay 17th, the felt
. makers, fishmongers, and coupers marched three everal wayes to three sundrie fields, 
carrying twenty-four callours, had then number amounted to three thou ooand odds. 

And now, to shun proli itie, let the ingenulUs reader judge what uAmbeF'of numbers 
would these equel trades be; as goldsmiths, ferriers, bakers, bruen, tcher, cooks, 
candle-makers, smiths, cutlers, carpenters, sbipw· t, joyners, bo -ma.kers, wbeele
wrights, turners, carmer" and foure thou and wea ra, braZiers, dyer •• imbrouderers, 
horologiers, watch makers, engravers, tinkers, haberda hers, feather-makers, clothiers, 
tauner , curriers, glover I 8purriers, painters, priuters, stationer9, bookbinders, gun rna· 
kers, glaziers, mason. lecturers, brick-makers, ph.lmbers, upholstet'ers, combe-milkers, 
girdlers, cobler chimney-sweepers, jaclc-tarmef!, with many more, that 1 caonut recol
lect. Which, indeed, (as th yare of a tnarvdlot18 great nu ber,) so it as a deJicat ob
servation, to con ider and AO rk the i tigable mutt' ude d t th of the city, 
ne,·er heretOfore practised nm' exercised ~ the oomputa reof ttl facitJy aM8unt 
to at) humJred thousand able men, not reckoning aD e Itty y ~ ge.l though 
the latter number would far exceed the former. 

l~nd now, closing this preceeding passag~, beb 
city and countrey are not as hith 0 aboli hed. 
to abandon them. becau e they arc' he baite ot' pr<l.pllill.oe Dle~""'~ .tt'ititic .. 
tonne 'e, which their gadding ~Dcrn41ions love rat,bd~"'~~ •• ·jUUi.u1rcm"''t:§I,:;)IJeitjller 
i their service-book exterlninate, uts in an 
it, and other ome dill~lIo i!J i I II aot .:m(e~·.,*~. 'biiWl~"lCdii\il!~lnd 
the ma.nner, but surely therels a reat wit.me ,iiibJ~ •• ,Ht·lIIl~ 
that Will not nforce a udd ahefntion 
~ettled.l 1est the one hili!' shou) 



HiJj·torical Tract •• 

tl~on.weal be miserably ramv.ersetl; for as the Italian saith, clliUIJ p(anoulIslmo, sO say 
we, that 80ft fire make sweet malt; even 0, the prudent proceeding of provident po~ 
licie must with a multitude dallie, a the ii. herman doth with a hooked salmond, lets 
him strugle in the streame a whil • and then softly steales him to th land, \\ her he 
is catched, and dispatched, And now, the nature of man would ever either hear or s e 
novelties; aud here a speciall on ;-The Tow r of London, f,'om long' antiquitie, wont 
e er to gu ro the city, a the eagle keeps her young one from the rritron; but now rile' 
citie guard day and night the T ~er. lest Bi hop Laud and Bi hop 'V ren s-hould I np 
out tJirO\lgh the iron wjndowes, to 4wim on Thame , and that EUI'ipus to swallow them 
down, which should be a great pitie, jf the popes indulgences could prevent it. And 
flOW I recall, at m first coming here. it was ag~tate in parliament to send the e two 
ghostly fathers to ew England, that the great ocean, before th ir arrivall there, mi )'ht 
purge them (like to {>urgatory) of all the corruptions and perfidious knaveri they II d 
done in England, WIth many others, these t enty-five yeal'es: This resolution was re
lented. which many a heart lamented; but it may be, again t the next spring, they \ m 
erther make saile or hing, The citie DOW hath fourt en fior e troupe, that sconle th • 
bigh-wayes both ~~ and night, and ride the round nightly, twke about the foot squad~ 
rou~ where 80 their centinels are set at watch, and themselves to stand on guard; for 
this i the militarie way of Mars, 

And now, coming to my maine purpose, I wi h the reader should but conceive) as my 
pen ballet him see, the fairest enco~npass d city in all Europe, which my ped triall 
marc in twelve hOUTS time painfully performed. And thus, three daye before my de
pal'we thence, I approached, to make the tome round about and desc nding to the 
lower end of Wapeine, there I beganne my circuit, Then here, close by the houses and 
the river Tba1l1es, l foupd a IiCven-angled fort, erected of turffe, sand, watles, and earthen. 
worke, (a all tbe rest are composed of the like,) baving nine- port.holes, and a many 
cannons; ,pld, near the top, round about pallo aded with sharpe wooden stake, £L,t in 
the bulwarkea, right nut, an a foot distant from another, which are defensive for sud
dain alets, and single itched below, with court du guard within, Advancing 
thence alOUS the trench dyke (for all the trenches are dee I> ditched about) which run
neth throU&b W pioefieldi to the furtbeJ' end of White-(; lappell, a great way without 
A Jdgate, an on the road-way to Esse , I saw a nine.angleo fort, only pallosaded and 
singleditched, and planted with even pie~es of brazen ordonance1 and a court du guard, 
compo d of timbf'r, and tbatcb~ witb tyle..stone, as all the rest are: where, toward 
Myle-e d xre n, I b held there tWQ pettie forts, or redoubts, each of them with thre 
ports, ab~ tbey canDO ed, .\awl within. an intrenched do ure, having five courts du 
gua d th;. l' t • White-chappell Fort, north-westward, I tren h-
ed t mainly quada'anglecl, single pallosaded, 
and ners four, eight demj·canons, anel a roy-
all cou icb and at Kingsland, (bting the old post way 
for ' with two courts du gl1ard, Thence 

workes to Hogston, where I fQund a 
planted jtb live cannoDH at the two field corners i 

betweene the two, it i strongly barrocaded with 
bei~ fenced with three iron hookes of a span 

n .. t".",,'t1/ ti~ld along the trench, (endOling there 
;,~o~~M1"l~~INI!iti.\t:. M4~~~,l~!·-P (for all the forts about are blank and 

I uud it sta'nding on the high-way, 
Ortlficalion, having a fort above, and 

~ :~BlII~; t 0 w'he eof, towards the fields, are 
1lOtt, with a flanking piece from 
, ith eleven piece& of can .. 



TrfLcts duri1(g- ,lie Reign I!f King Chat"La l 

non reall, which command all the rest; and upon the bOIOme tnp of all standeth a 
windmill ! the lower bulwarks are til' t pallosaded round aoout, and near their tops, and 
then in the middle flank, between tl e two ditches. strongJy barrocaded; betide two coun
tercaJ'ps, and three redoubts of lesser importance; yet aU defemive: this i. one of the 
cbief forts about the city, and fint erected. Thence footing along the tr nch dyke, 
(which is three yards thick, and on the ditch side t ic~ as i h,) I courted alington, 

. at the lower end whereof I found a str6ng and I&rge trengt, called aterfield Fort, 
having, within two utter worke8t a circularie mount, stored ,with nioe gr t p' eees of ar. 
tiJ1erie, and on the point of countercarp, tllfee J>ieces more: there I saw ~e 10D~st 
court du guard (being longer then two ordinarie churcbes) tbat I have seen as yd. A 
little further (about ten paire buts) I approached to Islillgton hill, where there js erec
ted a most rare and admIrable fortification, called Strawes Fort, but now Fort Royall. 
It hath eigl t angles, and a specious interlarding di mnce between each of the comerd 
bulwarks. Thi fort is marvellous perspicuous and prospective, bod) for city and roun
trey, commanding aU the other inferiour fortifications near and about t1)at part of the en
elining grounds. The north-east comer bulwark i douu1e altificd above tbe reat of the 
worke, carrying, on the two sides thereof, six cannon roy aU; and tbe two souU, and 
west corners are mutually charged, on each of them. with two half culverins of brasse; 
and tlle east promontoriat comer adc,rned with three whole cannOD. The altified bul· 
wark is twice {>allosaded; and, at the root of the work, weraWe to the top of the in-
most ditch, it IS strongly barrocaded: the middle place, betw the two ditches, is en-
ravelled aU abo\lt with low wooden st~es, and long pikes ointed jron : and 
without all which works there is a breutwork cast up, and , either for the 
first 3.68ault or for the ~coDd invasiO»,. . 

Descending thence to Holbume fields, I accoasted a th. named Pinder of a k 
fields Fort, being onely quadrangled, paJlosaded, a ngIe ditclled, and eDitalled With 
five great ordonance, and a court du guard. Aba iog the. place, ao.d shoaring ong 
the trench a little further, tQ Lqngfield. I present IncollDtred with Northampton Fort,. , 
consisting of two divided quadrangled bulwark.; and <=aClJ of the garnisbed wi h foure 
lCIemi~culverins of brasse; the interveening di5tance fortified: the two Ii r bodie are 
paUosaded, double ditched, and the middle division whereof rrqcatled ith stake a 
yard high, and each of them hooked with three. counter-tbwartiug pike of iron: hence, 
O()ndncted along with the trenches through GeilJea fields, I arriv at Cr.abtree FOI't, 
in Crabtree fields, standing in a quadraDgle; ~nd 10 dcd ith ix cui erines of brasse, 
placed on the two 6eld comers, defyin tbe ma~n Dr what assailants may there 
encroach: the fort is P.811o$&ded ~bove, double ditched low aDd barroca,ded, in t1le 
middle division, with thick standing stakes, aDd they cOilterPaoded with thwarting iron 
.pyks; and a stately court du guard wi: hin • 

.Leaving thi, and marching at~ the circulary Jine, it 
rich 'g'fo Dds of gra e utterlY, 'foy1ed ~th t~ erection of 
horse and uttell Qertaynels wjt cpme Ihort of their 
owoers tbereof mu fall pittyfullJ ahort f t 'r 1In9Ii£11f' 

then cometh misery. Having left the afomaid ~()~IeiJl ,~AC,~M~_~~.pI[)UIC? 
fortrease, com~ f two forts upon Tayb me 
both the {ortl answ~ble to other, aoly dl"l'R':~&P~ .• ~~iP.oel' 
oded. double dit$!hed, and itb iron 1rAI.~IPJIJC"~«.:r 
non, and the other fenced 
.A little advanced from 
.mainly of foure ang 
thin~ .. justJike to e .. ~_ 
J>aa;k COrner J!'Ott, w iah is 
a~ther,; and the thitd ,~"jr,SJle .II":~".I 
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he utmost in'V'elGPed Fort, overtopping the other two, is garni h itJl eight can~on 
reaU; and On the illferiour bulwark, northward, being a second part of tb forts 111810 ' 
body, there bee iptr~te there fi e brazen half-cannon more; and before it, toward 
the field a ltrea tin countercarp: the third depenoant tort standeth eDstald with 
six demi-atlverines J amounting to nineteen of aU. This great fortification i but on1 
pallosaded and single ditched, yet wonderfull st1'on , and of great bounds; all the 
three h Yin enteen angles. And tbis is the westmo t fortification, nclosing the 
park., th 6ct , the Jarge mansion, and other enlargements belonging to S. James hit; 
liberty. Thence draynin along a devatJing trendl, through Milk-field, toward Tut
tle-fields, I rancountred with t () half-moon workes, some ten paire buttes distant, 
Lot} of them pallosaded. barrocaded with irne picks, and each of them planted with 
three demie-cannon of brasse: both these works tand sighting Chday. W~leI1Ct;. 
breastingalo the breutwbrkes, I happily imb ced TlJtlefield Fort, my familiar grounc, 
of old acquatntanee. This fortres e j compost"d of nyne angles, being patio ad d" 
and only double ditched. aDd surchluged. at the south and west corners, with iK 
pieces. of ordinance, and court du guani. Here is an end of Midlese labour; 
from hich pOfit n H pla~, I II ·d the river syde, and crossed over to Lambeth, 
in SlIrray: In tbe b~ of which to 1\ westwal'd, and close by the river, I vi ited the 
Nyne-Etmes Fort, composed of foure angles, five ports, and five demi-culverines, be
ing alenderiy p&Uosadecf, and lingle ditched; for his fort and Tuttle Fort stand 6ppo
site to other, the £i~r only dividing them. Whence, following my circuiary progressc, 
I enhanc d Illy deiired view of Fauxhall Fort, which. indeed, is a delicate. iarg<" and de
fl'nst e work, being twice palloladed, once ditched, and bearing the burthen of four .. 
teen c 1 erines. And heoce, transported amaine, with a greedy desire to surveigh S. 
Georges Field, I fuuna, half way hither, a ingular co ntercarp, aald fortified, besides 
work aMlrip with three half culverines: and then I arry.ved at the f'ort Royall, in 
Georges Field; hicb, iadeed, of all the works I have as yet made mention of, tbi is 
t~e only rarest aad fair and -contryved and reared after the modeme modell of an 
impregnant citadalc; aving oore large bul arks, ~ Qne counterbanding another 
from flank to flank; . d .the foure ~nterveining quarters are also interlace with spat-I: 
ous and defeo ibid id ork : the maine bGeome ol w ich, ith he incumbent insides 
of the foure promootaries, may easily contaiue three thousand me ; tItc roure comers 
being destinated for twenty-fotH'e cannon reaU. The extenoor works are not as yet 
accomplished. (although fast aduucing.) but certainly they will bee perfyted.aftel' the 
Londonian Ii rt a 1 ha :e ne 1)' rehearsed; neither are the trenches done, which are 
drawn al~ thence the top of outhwark, called Nevington Fort; the which is 
com posed of tWQ flan' redou. • YJdillJ mne pieces of ordona.acc between them, 
baving two co d.u d be ed WIth two countctrcarpa, infJ'inging the road .. 
way pa r, ttll coa « bat are what carry you, and from when~ 
came you, tiaued my purpose to th~ t&p of Kent Street, 
and fou • IOf Ima1 importanct, f~ WIth a iingle ditch, 
between • ieee of ordonance; and so i the other, a't 
tlle back defensible n the other; yet they are both to be i • 

.... AI'lnb~I"nA • D the intrenchet:l grounds. So here, at Red-
ftui the pil lmagious toyle of a weaoollOlllt 

on Jx»th sides ri, amounteth to eig 
t Loado er tr 'Iy LoOOOll tiN DOw· 

.iUi1lllil!:.\hl..., ''\tlliiim ''. riag aU ber enc hing 
r ° ere e¥eI' here-

'IWlItIJI'r lII!MII~" .1Ol_~. this eon ction, 
a eom ithm the 

fP " arcuit co prebend 
1fl1MlC ___ LDd d.j~iIll'" houses, and in them Jarae three millions of soules; 
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that m thinkes, he' wer a happy prince that could be but only king of such a city aft 
London now sits, intrench <I, though be had no more provinces besides. And now the 
maine number of:1l1 these circulating fortresses (b Rides redoubtes, countercarps, and halt'. 
moon worke , along the trenches) at'nount to twenty-foure fon in aU; and upon them 
planted and resetletl two bundl'ed and tw I "i~ces of canuon; 'whicht indeed is a 
mighty and tremenduous sight; where Vukan and elJuua mean to make a dy 
match, if the csurious assaila t houltl come, in a tragicall, inco sidcrabl way, to ur
prysc the virginitie of t se new and now almost finish fortification, whi h, indeed, 
llave be~n very charg able to the ci y, anel daily will bee more; for alJ the port-hole 
are soled and syded with timber; the platformes where the cannons Iy r laid wi h 
strong oaken pla11ks; all the ordonance are mounted upon new w!aedes; besides the 
pallosading and bar~cading ~f the,? W.it~lOut, with yron worke.s and. ot~Jer engynes,. 

And n'ow sorest, 111 the dally malntammg of commanders and forces tnto them, With 
ammunition, and all things necessarie, both for the torts and 801lldiers. But it is no 
matter; let Guildhall pay for all; for there lyeth tlte treasurie and w ekly collections 
of the citie, which amounteth to twelve thousand pound starling, a-week besides the 
countrey about: and, moreover, the c tomes, tlJe roy all rents, the eJ)i copall revenue , 
the pluudrillg of malignants, and all, lye there ~ where there are sitting a daily com
mittee, appointed ~y , the p~rJiament and city, who h~ve the disposing of all, as they 
think fittmg: notwlth tandmg, they must retul'ne their accounts to both the house . 

And 1l0W, in discpur ing of these tOrts j 1 have beetle omew hat prolixioq , not uSl.lall 
in my' former styles, but done of purpose, that th reader may conceive by pape 
"hich I have knuwn by oecuIar xperience; and 60 I . 

Now, to observe in the$e following con conditi9n, I will b,.e 
as indifferent as 'these relenting times may thus I begin :-11he chiefest 
conflicts and accidents, which actually fell 'out here, were on ely three. The 
first was the intaking of Redding, by GeneraU and t repulsing skirmish fought 
at Cuban-briuge, the royall patriot of the countrey being there in persoll; for surren- ' 
dring of which towne, Colonell Fielding, then governour thereof, was latdy condemned, 
by a councell of war held at 0 ford, to bee shot de d at a post. 

The second accidental blow, May atb was that conflict in Cornwall, where Sir 
Ralph Hapton prevailed against some of the earle of Stamfords forces; he being for 
the t~me in Exeeter, and had 1 ft five traind band of that county to aeco d his intren
ched brigad i which, when Hapton feU on, they flett. and left Starnfords for es to 
node th ~weet and smart of life and death from the adversarie; some takel!, and some 
dispatehd: and yet Stamford was equall with that defeat the day following. HaptolJ 
wa and is for his majestie, and Lord lam ford for the parliament. 

The third , and most remarkable of all, was that pre ale.nt victorie, May iOth, whic}i 
the lord I'airfll on obtained at Wakfield, in orksl1yre, against CoJotlell Go ring 
and his force t being a l-art 'of the queenes armie, led under GenerllU King a conjunct 
with the Lor4i .ewcastle; where Fairfa put 0 flight nd rout the whq) bri,pd, king 
Colonel. Gowring prisoner, with twenty-five pryme offic and aft e buDd com-
mon soutdiers; ~ that none escaped save orne few bOT a wof them 
slain; for the which au picious happine.se, there aa 101 I' . God 
through all the churches in London, May 18th, bein 11 cele-
bration w s ordered by t~)e parliament to be done. Col a. lieute-
nant·colonell, with some ser nt-major and speci U captai John 
Holtam, govern our of Hull, to bt- utertailled ere tiv 
der 80 well: there is a great magaEin tanding th 

th y find a better hea .. But, by your rea.vv~;':~'=ft1~~=:;~rj=~~~~; 
parliament forces, and therea , 8 re, attl 
Dlore against them: but uow what be C<RlHfi;~W 
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mercy or the martian la.w decycle it: Neither will I meddle here with that promiscu
ous battel fought at Edgehill, or Keynton, where both the armies left otl r, without 
either flight or following; nor will I report of that unhappy busine of Brandiord, (though- ' 
in the end it proved happie for London ;) because they do carry reflection to a. greater 
eminency than my pen dare to contend with. 

And, indeed,all the counties of England (except the five confederat countirs, and 
Kent, that are (and many n1ore) for the great councell) are in a cornbu tion, some for 
the papists, som~ for the parliament, and aU for the king. But under tand me better, 
ana be not misled :-Take not this general! uproare (as I may say:) to bee between our 
gracious king and his loving subjects; no) no; the quarrel dependedl only and ab~o", 
lutcly betweene the pap; ts and proste$tants; for either must the Gospel prevail with 
u , else their idolatrie shall overtramplc all; and therefore looke to it who may, for here 
js the main matter. And yet observe more :-Policie W~li wont to dep nd upon pruden
de and providence. vertue being the sole foundation of both; but now it dependeth 
upon peljury and fat hood, perficliou dissimulation being the ground-worke of its de
ceitfulnesse, and a sopbisticall habit the sycophantick boldnesse of its brazen face. 
Great God amend it; else speedilie m nd it; for this distracted isle is over-burdened 
With he filthie contagion of its for worne falsities, and honesty and hohour miserably 
mistegatded. 

Neitber may I forget that hard and unkindly uliage that SOlne oft:py country gal,. 
lants have got there, being about n hundred and fifty of them; all officers and SOUt

diers of fortune, and all and most Qf tbem being enroU'd ~ some have attended ten 
lIJonths, orne longt"r, some Ie er time, and yet can neither get em!)'oyment; pay, nor 
passe from the parliament, to their great undoing. and loase m'time. Uut, indeed, at their 
first going to the field, (not they,) but some other peciaH commanders, were }leld in 
great et'timation; but as SOODe as the Engiisb begun to Jearn the mititarie art of disci. 
r';oe from our Scots cavaliers. they begun to contemIK! them, and wring them out, piece 
and piece, from then ilJJployments and charge. I will not herein particularize any more, 
(ltithOllgh duety commandeth me,) l~st 1 be found refractary to that quiet and happy
looked-for associati~n. But, indeed, their contemptiLlc ambition .cannot away with our 
generous countreYDlen any longer than they have reacquilllted their owne e ds. 

And no , some of their flatUiring ruffians begin to direct their 80ldie with Iecto .. 
mU lessons, a doting ~hormio would ha e taught Hannibal to fight; and, forgetting 

, the true discipline, \vould put all Up<)ll ignorant practise. So. now I call to minde, a
bout Whitsontide Jast, there was such an exclamation against the Scot. for a weeks 
time, aa was pit yfull to bear; tearming us (commonly ana disdainfully) false ScOts,1 
with many other inco~ hie fcration: and tLlose their calumnies and c1espigbt a
ro e from ~n imployment sent rom ter to York. The ff.ect wee kl~OW; the event is 
not finished: but thi I m y ny, ;nce bat imploring miS$ive was published ht:re in 
print, the name of a ' i ro ~ toUS .mongat Londoners, as the name of 
Satan is ~ e Ie of met: th y are still longing -and praying fQr our 
help nut . (e ay) kes poore householdmg : nay, their 
tongues e r i8t4DCe by Y of obligation, affirming that we first beguo it, 
and there ~ end. . c whom I often aos ered, that this combu8tion 
came 6 it i rttumed again in their own bosome. And cot--
land hlJ ( tel I) bieb they could do for themselves, which y08 

all icklio fUl.. And beside the great summes of moneys 
r~ tillS . to our nat~ for that friendly aide, • our 
kingdo to eta loa bloudy rebels, set against 
~:our )et they av 'vet! 0 a~knowledg mt"ut 
t~m y d,. : ' cas~ a: our ceremonies, your holy 
da~ I Ie; your d ry. and upbraiding of 
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our cavalier, and then will Scotland prove a true sister to England; which if not, why 
should they go fight to maintaine your fopperies? Many such eXfQStulations had I with 
hundreds of them; the recitation whereof, to avoide prolixitie, purposely omit. And 
notwithstanding whereof, yet the groaning and mournin~ peoplec!ave.commisseration; 
for even now they are' begun to collect a se erall domc8tlck con tn butlon tbrO\lgh Lon
don, ancl the now enclo. ed circwnjaccnt parts thereof, for the regaining of coale again 
winter; and thus every house, according to the chaulders they spend, lesse or more, 
yearly. shall presently advance as much DlOney, (to set forth a pre nt navy and forces, 
for recovering of Newcastle,) \'iz. twenty hillings sterling for the chaulder; and are to 
receive the coales (wh n they get thell,1) at the same rate; which will draw to a mar
vtilous masse of monry, since the meanest house will spend three or foure chaulder a
year. So is there amongst the adventurers here, for the relief of Ireland, another co
lection presently in hand, and for defraying tbe charges of the Scottisb army there. 
And many hi e burthens have the people Iyillg upon their necks, besides the hebdoma 
daU and domesticall pay of Essex army i the contlDuance of which will utterly undo 
the poorer sort, and make the rich to grumble. . 

Ana l may not thrust in oblivion here the great sea avy, weekly maintained, by 
the parliament and people. round about the coasts of England and I reland, though to 
smaH purpose, yet to an infinite deale of charges; which, indeed, the commons must 
bear: the parliament c()mma.nd, and the shoare-Ioytering lubbards consume. But now 

returne to both armies :-At this instant, June 28th, they are lying withill foure miles 
of other, and near to Oxford, where selected troup part yes, on both sides, now and then 
are snarling at other, like unto Hircanian wolves, twt seldame byte, uDles it be wit.h a 
flying farewell. The parliaments army is thirty thousand strong, and daily gro" stronger 
~d stronger, both out of Kent, the city, and the confederat count yes. The kings ar
my, but rather the papists IU'd rnalignants forces, are.no wayes answerable to their ad-
'Yer arie number, neither for pay nor power. . 

ijut, I must coofesse, they are both grievous plunderers of the commons, whereso- ' 
ever they come; although the parliaments army be daily and orderl, payed, which the 
other is not, And it is daily e petted they shall figh~ or fiet:, or else do 
both; where. after which, wee hope the papists u the mountains of Wales 
fur their refuge; for if it draw (as it js very rkely aud lingering war, the 
wI ole kingdom hall he utterly poyled aud undone before the next approaching 
year . As tor their captives ;-00 both SIdes tht!Y are many, and left misTegarded; neither 
will they int rchange quality for quality with other; and our countreymen, Sir William 
~ullantiDe and Colonell Cocheran, with divers others, Iy incarcerated in 'Vindsore 
Castle, ,del th.e parliaments rever nee: so are also Colonell Connesby, 'ir William 
<;rofts, Englishmen, arld many otber cavaliem, enthralld at Uri toll, under the same 
r~ver nce and condItion; be'ldes Canterburryes bouse, in I..ambeth, now filld full of 
the like stuflc, and ~o~e&t Do.ctor Lichton appointed fur their !'eeper.: wbjch ~ountry
man of our was plttlfully dISfigured and demayned by the Ulanous tyraDnu:all de
spight of Willia,J'D Laud" woo shortly is to undergo his tryall rot hi fOfraer treason, a 
the parliament have newly declared. Observe here G ro idCoee. how Licbton, 
being but; Jat ly released from long imprisonment, is now p i ud be J cruell 
Laud, tlxpuls'd from his princely m81lsion, is now lying t p . i the er. Be-
ing both physieians, Lauds charge should have betm ror the soule; but, in .Lichton 
i$ a hontster physitian f6r the body, and a better C.bri ia hie crotll'Af!!IJJ 

And to engro here further discoU11 e :-CoJoaeU is JKt1.~ :~~~~t~JP' 
I?.v. the parlia~ent, and his goods, that were i barke for ~1WtI~ ._~' .. _~;a' 
~alD, and reta10ed for the parbam au Ole, till faa 
In Irel~nd, these certain year s put, with and ltt_fOi: .. t1f'f11s,' 

tbonty be went th re so often. 



About this time, June 2Sd, Colonell Hurry made a start to o.xford, having just rea .. 
son, considering diverse affronts he had received, and could not be righted, neither by 
committees nor martiall law, which here I forbear to partlcularjze. But we expect, 
ere long, he shall deservingly repay a11. And why? Because there is nou~ht can kill 
merit sooner than ingratitude, nor enforce a noble disposition to be longer mdebted to 
a \misregarding friend, than a just revenge commands expedition. And 1 t me teU you, 
that now, presently, the sea here and there 18 spotted with Dunkirker frigots, under 
the coli our of Irish rogues; and Fammouth, in Cornewall, i become the mother harlot 
of these bastard-begotten btigan~s, being the chief place of their receptance and re
fugt'n I w1ll not touch here the condition, nor manner how, because understanding 
may conceive it. And now the convention of some sound and learned divines is pre
seMly in hand, who were summoned hither by parliamentall power, to it·and meet in 
Westmi palace, for reforming 'of religion, and in abolishing the former fopperies. 

they art: to continue there during the indurance of parljament, being to 
be with some nobles and members of the house of commons, for the better 
performance of their burdenable ta ke, where I leave them to a happy conclusion. 

Neither may I here obumbrate the memorie of this late designe tramed for the ovet
throw of parliament and London, the discoverie and deliverie w her of was wOl').del'full, 
and yet the purpose far more cruel, if it had taken effect: I will not further insist 
herein, since the oracle of the lower house hath twice already mo'st largely manife~ ted 
the .same, both under print and power. But this much I may avouch, that if that m:
natural attempt had prevailed, then and there had I doubtless suffered with the r st; 
for now as 1 Jive to Malaga a living martyre, so then they had sacrifized me with 
LondQn, a dying martyrt:. Yea, and the like de iglle, and that same tim, was con
trived against Bristol, whereupon there were two of the villaines hanged for their 
paines. There was a solemne thanksgiving to God through London, June 15th, and 
, le tountrey about~ for that happie (Jay of their deliverance, and fourty-six of their 

adversaries taken, and uuder tryaJl of the maftiall law. And altbough every man 
wisheth and 'speaketh as he affects, yet have I indifferently (like to the passenger sayl .. 
iog betweene SGylla and Charibdis) carryed my selfe to neither hand, but in a just. 
weeping a right course, least I should have offended the truth, and so have slaine 
the esty of my good intention; for although it is impossible to gi e all partie 
content, yet,! had ratber please O1auy as to offend any. And now to close: Allll~ghty 
God preserve aright and sanctifie the royaU heart of our dread liege and gov moure 
And now, good lord, either in thy mercy' convert th papi ts, else in tby furie confound 
ther , and tume their bloudy swords back in their own bosomes, that their devilish 
designcs may never henceforth prevaile any more against tlly saints aDd cboicelings ; 
and send U8, and all true beleevers, the life and ligbt of peace and tr.uth. Amen . 
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King CliarieJ his Dd'ence again,t some tra!ltel'OUI Obaer'OQtion8 upon King Jamu In' 
Judgment of a King and if' a T!J1'ant; with a 1leces8ar!l Prea'IN.Dle 4gainst will 
Counsellbrs if Princes. 1642. 

ECCLB lASTAS, viii. 4. 
Where tbe word o{ a king is, there is power; and who may say unto him, what doest thou 1 

James I. had used his pen against papal supremacy, in bis n Defence of the Rigbta of Kings, 
and the Ind pelldence of their Crowns." From pas ages jn this hookJ Ilnd in his speeches, a 
violent adherent of parliament bad drawn up the tract to which thi~ is a reply, preving that 
Charlei I. f, n und f his father's deacrip(ion of a tyrant. But respect for the king" p,enon, es. 
peciallyamong the presbyterian party, long sUl'\'ived even the exasperation of thll civil war; Rnd 
the following answ r eems to have flowed rather from that i;ource than from political attach-
ment to the royal cause. . 

THAT sentence which Lampridius reciteth out of .~~Jt!~~::: 
that the commonwealth is better and safer where an ev 'n 
the princes familiar friends are evill. 

For one evill man may be corrected by many that ; but never many 
evill men by one, how good soever, can by any need and reformed; 
nay, rather, wicked counsellors make a wicked king, of Ahaziah, I ebron. 
j{xii. 3, 4, 5. But, 0 happy kingdome and ... n,,,,,",,,,,.. whose prince, being very 
~ood, doth admit into his familiarity none but those very like himselfe. Looke 
lOto the lOIst Psalm, wherein the economie, or or(JltI'lI!'DSl of things appertaining to 
King !?avid's household, and so the whole government . kingdome, 18 excellently 
described. • 

Saul was wicked, yet, using the counsell of Samu he did many thiags which other
wise he had not done; contrariwise, no prince is 10 good that may not be seduced, 
having evill counsellors. 

So long as Joaz, king of Judah, had with bim Jehoiada, the priest; a man indued 
with singular piety and solid erudition, all things well succeeded, both unto him and 
his whole kinguome; but when (Jeboiada being dead) the king was destitute of men 
fearing God, and expert in ~ laws, aU things tended unto ruine. 

Princes, therefore, ought tQ spare no e pence to acquire and 'ne unto them Ives 
new J ehoiadaes. And surely there is no ,reater instrument or meau of a ba;ppy king
dome then good counsellors: to be envlfoned with a ~ or company ot' 8Jlcient, 
pious, and prudent counseUon, is a great ornament to a prince, and Ilot on y an orna
ment, but it gives to his actions a liappy succesae, strikes a terrour inm bearts of 
his enemies, and induceth his sub~ to yeeld bim the more willi and fAithful o~ 
dience; where, on the contrary part, there i. no ~ter ~ to ~ ce Il evt!l 
counsellors, who are not only a blemish and great diaboJ;&our u to hIS 
actions and enterprizes to have ill event, ilddI OOllrage to nis ad~ 
bis subjects, not only to the neglect of their due obedience. t to"''''~.4iQee· 
injunctions and commands. Evill counscUOI'I ( we read, 
tred to their prince where good might happeD. , 
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This kingdom, that 80 many years hath flourished in a 'most tranquil and peaceable 
estate, like the land promised to flow with milk and hony, (by woful experience, to the 
untimely losse of so many thousand precious lives,) hath found how our gracious sove
raigne lord: King Charles hath been, and still is seduced by eviU counsellors, moving 
and animating his majesty to those actions which have heaped on his sacred person, 
not only the hate of many of his loving subjects, but their bitter exclamations, con
demning him as one unworthy to reign ove~' them, and as a king that hath forfeited is 
crown by acts of tyranny: amongst which sort of clamorous people, .or rather barking 
dogs, one subtle MachiaviUian, (who would seem, by some few words, to be a.Scot, but, 
b most of his language, as by common fame, appeareth English bred, and who, I am well 
assured, is either brownist, anabaptist, or separatist,) this rascaU, or ,(to use the com
mon invented appellation) this round·head (being possest with an evil spirit, far worse 
then that which brought the iron monger to his pubJique ignominy, and meriting ten 
times worse infliction) hath published, in print, a sheet of paper, inti tIed, KingJames his 
Judgement of a King and of a Tyrant; wherein be labour& to prove King Charles (by 
part of a speech which his l'oyall majesty, of famous memory, once uttered) to be tl, 

tyraut, and that the people are no longer his ~ubjects, to' obey him in his government, 
because he hath ceased to govern them according to his lawes, and inc1ineth to papis. 
trie, &c, . 

Now, albeit I am one least able to answer this so shameless, unjust, and trayterous 
impeachment, I (being no papist, but a true protestant) will adventure, (not confiding 
in my own ability,) but 10 God's asaistance, (in whom only, anl} not In any mOl'taU 
man, or worldly means, we are to confide,) to vindicate the right, title, and honollr ot I 

my most dread soveralgne lord King Charle~, with such reasons and arguments as shall 
not only disanimate that ray ling villain to make any replr, but dam up the mouths of 
many, if not most others of his trayterous brood and faction. 

First, therefQre; I hold it necessary to define .a tyrant. A tyrant is he that hath none 
()ther aime but bit ow private profit, without carmg for that of llis subjects, and, for 
his greatneas, revenge, or avarice, violate all divine and humane laws; so as he lives ill 
~ol1~inual distrust-of his subjects, and iutreats them with all rigour and severitie, against 
Just,ce. . 

Now, whether his majesty be such a person, I leave to the judgement of impartial 
understanding men. 

Secondly, his majesty hath not ceased to govern according to his lawes; for his 
la: es he nath heeD alway.forward to maintain; and whatsoever act unlawful, or to the 
subject di tasteful, hath been commanded to be done in his mlf:jeaties name, before this 
pr ent parliameDt, he • self ODb' did it not, but his most honouraQle privy-counsell, 
or other emi Dt officers. ~ e ey and cares h' majesty (as all other princes use 
to do) saw ..-.d heard tbo8e th' hiCh condUced to hUl benefit, without any inten:~ 
tion of' oppr_on, on hi aj • art, to the 9mmon ealth, or otherwise his highness, 
by some eminel\ p¢1'IOJl. aboUt hi , was thereunto perswaded, And since this ~rlia
ment~, • i'd~"'t1 tb done all' durillif his -abode at Whitehall, which 
lxlth the oU'.tab of parliament tirst ~g, have presented to his royall 
hand; t for reuiug of monopoliea, which be bad l)een ind\aeed to grant, 
being pre n, woo much ab~ed and deluded h' ~estythereb , 'r 
own pri ; .s;o Be eral acta fj the reducing of the rebell in -tft!tlaid 
t.heir due , II d ~ of money t.o that purpose; besides di ven 0 ex-
tant; prase his ma~8ries pro,cfivitie and forwardnrsse, not only 
to ovetD aw 8, b"t to maintain the true protestant religion., by sub-
"ertj tebem t.l8 eaPists in bel : on[y, since his departure from 
Whit aH. Clan r of clllsmatical tomufts, his majesty did set up his stan-
dard, to ra army for "s own safeguard~ (a he ~th at large declared,) and not 
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against · his parliament;. hIs commission of array .being ma~ntained to be, lawful by 
learned conn en about bIm: where, on the other side, the parhament have raised forces, 
to defend both the king and killgdome, and either to co t und, or to captivate, and 
brinO' to a fair tryall. his majestle evil counsellors and malignant p~rties; where I am. 
of opinion, tl1at if his maje..,ty could safely quit him ,elf o~ those malignant parti~s and 
tiis cavaliers, he would soon and gladly retUl'n to hIS parlIament, and that he wisheth 
he had never been ab CI)t, . 
, In the mean ti01e, it cannot be s(lid he governs like a tyrant, for he goverqs' not at 

aU, but his parliament, who no sooner COllln1and, but are, in aU thing, obeyed, and 
whose intentions, J a confident, are sincere and just, and consequently not to be ques
tioned. 

To conclude this point, give me leave, I pray you, to recite a short story, which is 
this :-Archidatnus, lcjng Qf the Lacedcmonians;seeing two of his dearest fr;enos at va
riance, brought them into the temple of Minerva, (the Lacedtmonians holding it a most 
heinous ofrence not to perform \vllatso vel' was there pl'OmisedJ ) and demanded, whe
ther they would 11ave any judf-te 01' umpire between them? To which they answered, 
that they wi h d Archidamus, Wberel1p n, he caused eithel' of them to sw ar that they 
would cip what h should command. They havi~g so sworn, Now, quoth Afchidamus.l 
I command you not to depart from hence, untIl, among YOllrse,lves, you be faithfully 
reconciled; and so left them, WJIO were forced to be ILed accordingly. This 
prudent prInce founel by what means he might nei both of' them by refusing 
the arbitrement, nor alienate the love of the one frQm had given srntence for 
the other; and I could wish, if wishing might pI'f!vail, that the differellces between our 

, soverei8'n lord the king's majesty. and his high e u~'t of parliament might be in as faire 
a manner, by some protestant prince, fully 'd t rmmed. 

For my part, I cannot rightly declare (n Jther would I, nor durst I presume~ if I 
could) which side hath greatest cause to complaine, lest, in such case, I should be 
like one that inhabites the mirldle roornes of a house, who fears either to be washed with 
\Vat r spilt above him, or to be annoyed with smoke from the rooms below; yet l dare 
say and swear, for the reasons before alledged, King Charles is no tyrant, neither doth 
the high and hOllourable court of parliament, in anyone of their declar~tions, term him 
a tyrant. ' N evetthelesse, t~is reviling trayt~r, like ~ne presun\ing or boasting hi,mself 
~o be of greater understandmg, than ~ny of hIS ~upenors, would not only prove his m~. 
Jesty to be a tyran~, but that hIS subjects owe hnn no more duty; yea, more, that all hI 
solemn protestations, dec1arations, a~ld calling God and the world to witnesse, should be 
examined, what tl'Uth is in them, by comparing them with his ordinary and daily prac
tices, and that even from the first entrance of j1js reign, ever since he wrote that It!tter 
of his to the pope, lately published in En~lish, with the pope'$ letter to him. 

Now, for answer hereunto, in the first place, I am coufident that his majesty did (jC_ 

ver write any such letter, DOl' received any such answer as this most calumnious tray
tor doth recite; but if any s1Jch letter and answer be printed, or divulged in manuscript, 
they are merely invented by him, or some sl.Ich other; like the royaU letter named to 
have been sent by the kinO' of France to the king of England, and the king of England'S 
answer to the s~n1C, whicC were all compact (for the most part) of ink borne fustaiu, or ' 
affected words, beneath a king's dialect or manner of writing. 

S cQndly, suppose it were granted that King Charles wrote sucha letter to the pope, and 
that his majes~ie, at that time in the beginnin~ of his reigne, in his unexperienced youth. 
being newly out of his minority, and marryed WIth the daulShter of Fraru:e, didjncli eunto 
the Romish religion, as one seduced by some of the pope s faction, Papc,~jt tbclefore 
consequent, or must it be for a truth concluded, that be is ,till oftbe @aIDe conditioa or 
inclination? Have we not had sufficient experience, for the space of many years, to the 
contrarie; that his highnes never attempted once to alter the 'true protestant religion j 



only giving way, through the counsell of one or more popish prelates, for the removin 
of our commuI)lon-table, to stand in manner of an altar; which, 111 my understanding, wa 
a ~ay to increase pOpel,), or superstitious adoration in tl,is kmguome, and therefore by the 
cottish nation so detested and abhorred. Howbeit, under {i1,vour, may 1 relate what au 

English papist once to me uttered? It is more fit (ql,lotb he) that yOUI' communion-table 
should stand like an altar, which is more decent and reHgious, being adorned with those 
things which the Scripture doth allow, then as formel'ly, in the rei~nes of Qu en lin· 
beth and King James, and for many years of King Charles his reigne Lt hath stood; btHug. 
on tho~e dominicaU dayes when tbe blessed sacrament of the Lords Supper is not appoillt~ 
ed to be ministred, a common receptacle (in most of your churches) !lot only ofhoys and 
servants hat-s, but oftentimes of themselves, who unreverently make it their bench 01' • 

to ease their leither limbs, during your lecture time; or a , about the begi .... ning of. Que 11 

Elizabeths reign. stage.olplayers were permitted to act their enterh,ldes ill c!ountry churclJes, 
on the Lords day, immediately after divine service, turning Gods temple into the d ~ 
veils chappell, according to Christa saying, Matth. xxi. 13. ,/ It i written, my hou e 
hall be calJed the hou e ('If prayer, but ye have llla-de it a den of thceve ;" or a that 

1ip-ilter, which, being trimly painted, furnish d, and adorned with sayl nd ma t , 
ta kling and treamers, to entertaiue and attend on the river of Thames the n w loru-maj
or, in his passage to take oath at Westminster, being;then a goodly gaily-foist is, the next 
day, if not that night, depriv'd and stript of all her Ol'uament , and convelt d to a dun -
boat, or some other inferioi' use. To whichlfofane com pari ons I an wered, that the 
sacram nt of the Lords Supper was institute in a large upper roome of a house, called 
the guest-chamber, where Christ and his disciples did eat the pas over; the tables at 
which they sate being, at other times, (both before and after,) used, by those that came 
thither as guests, to eate and drinke for the lust yning of nature, and some, perhap , to 
feast in a gluttonous way; neither is the sacrament confined on ely to the board where
on the bread and wine are placed in the church, or to the materiall church itselfe, but 
allowed to be administred (as commonly it is) to sicke persons in their private cham
ber ; it being 110t necessary to salvatiou, though comely in shew, (as the surplice is,) to 
cover the table with any cloth, which is lJot suffered to remain ther(', either in church 
or chamber, when the communion is accomplished. At which words, the papist, in a. 
fume, .departed, leaving me alone, who had much more matter to alleatlge in confutation 
of his erroneous invective, which, in this place, I will fOl'beare to inferre, l(;st this di
gre sion may seerne a plaine aberration from my principall intention and the matter in 
I and. Thus, therefore, I returne into the way, affirming that the kings majesties dayly 
practises have been, from time to time, answerable to his protestations, from any thing 
that r could ever learn or hear to the contrary, from impartiall, understanding pro. 
tcstants, or by any declaration of the lords and commons, assembled in parliament. As 
for thOle qqmries of things done since King Charles b('gan his reigne, I do accompt them 
altogether 10 scandalous. and develli hly ilwented, that they are not worthy to be answer
ed, but the writer and publisher of them ten times more worthy to dye a crueH death 
then Shimt'l, that cursed and threw stones at King David, i Sam. xvi. 5 to ]4; who, 
though he escaped puniahment in the days of that kingly prophet, had hIS due reward 
under olomoll the SOD. 

There i. almo t no evil 10 great, for which nature hath not pr,epared a remedy, at 
least an avoydance. But calumy or slander doth not onely bite privately, but killeth 
before it can ~rcei ed. The porcufine darts out his priccles when he is provoked, 
but the Ii ref cuts hi darts or evil words against everyone without any cause; 
so this raUded reviler, without any cause, but onely out of his inveterate -malice, 
being ~ t enemy to th~ true protestant religion, (which our gracious k~ng pro· 
fesaeth, 10 JOIemDly profeaeCd aDd. proclaimed to maintaine,) hath assaulted hi 
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~estie, attemp!ing thereb~ t<? kit! ~im. in his honour and r?yal estate,. in Dlaliciou~lYI 
ad isedly, and chrectly publIshIng 1ft pnnt, that our sovereIgn lord Kmg Charles IS a 
tyrant; which offence is deolared, Ihr the statute of 1 S Eliz.,< to be high treason. 

But put the case, our king were.a tyrant, and guilty of aU whatsoever this tray tor 
doth lay to his charge, ...... Comines, lib. }(). Comment., makes this qurere: When princes doe 
in any thing offend, who shall calt the same in question; ,and when the same is ques
tioned, who shall complaine thereof to the judge? Who shall take upon him the person 
of such a judge? Who shall appoint their punishment? He answereth, surely the com
plaints and tears of men in rniserie whom they hav cruelly tormented, a.\50 the wayl
jngs of widows and orphan s, whom they have inhumanely bereft of their husbands 
and father ; in a word, the lamentations of those whom they have afflicted and strip
ped of aU their .fortunes shall be in tead of an accusation, when they shall come befor 
the high tribuna"n of God, who, being offended with the greatness of their iniquities, 
doth not alwaies 'grant them a longer impunitie, hut sometimes doth scourge th m with 

, present punishments, and that so evidently and cleerely, that it cannot be doubted but 
he is a mo. t upright avenger of iniquitie. · . 

The magistrate, (saith an ancient counsellor of state,) much more (I say) every.mean
er subj ct, ought to obey the will of his pri1lce, although it were unjust, and not to 
bandy himselfe against his prince, wI at ert'or soever he commits; fl)r this were a rebellion 
in the state, to bandy the feet against the head: it were much better to yeeJd under the 
overaigne majestie with obedience, then, in refusing his comma ents, to give an 

example of rebellion ill the subjects. 
Of evill princes we ought to say nothing, for to speake ill of them it is very danger

ous, as well as a heynous crime: it is not, therefore, safe to i e against those that can 
right them!;elves upon us, in tates nominatim scriber'e 08sunt proscrz'bere, as saith 
A sinins Pollio, jeasting upon Augustus Cresar. And 011 saith, Prov, xx. 2,. "The 
fea.r of a king is as tne roaring of a lion; whoso prov him to anger sinneth against . 
his owne soule." .l\gaine, Provo xvi. 14, "The of a king is as messengers of 
(leath, but a wise man wi1l pacifie it." Erasmus of erdam, in one of his COWquies, 
intituled. Conrvi'cium religiosum, sheweth, that, wher er men may, byfaire admonitions, 
lawes, rebukes. or menaces, be bent into goodne restreyned, and reformed, a kings 
minde being resisttd, groweth more austere, or n inflexible; and that princes, there-
fore, when they be earnestly inclined to any acti ,must be thereunto left; not in re
, peet they would alwaies effect what is best, but for that Almighty God sometimes useth 
and disposeth of thClll and their follies as his instruments to amend or punish others: as 
he forbad his people to withstand N ebuchadnezzar, through whose cruel tie he had de
tetmined to make them see and forsake their wickednesse. So Job, xxxiv. SO, saith, 
" He makes th\) hypocrite to reigne, for the sinnes of the people:" and further shew
eth, that the wrath of a king is compairing it to the sea, whose streames are not to be 
diverted or resisted; and tha.t a king is not to be cnrb'd or censured by any' human lawes, 
but left unto the King of Kings; and ifhe do amisse, or go astray in any thing, weougbt 
to say, with Paul, "~rhe Lord hath taken him to himselfe; to his Lord, . therefore. be dotb 
sink or swim." '0 Solomon, Provo xxi. 1., saitb, "The kings heart is in the haDds of 
the Lord, who can turne the same which way soever it pleaaeth bim :" as is more a large 
exprest in that part of the COWqrlie, whereunto I refer the reader, or (if he be no Latine 
scholler) unto a sheet, intituletJ, "The Definition 'Of a King, Bro.," which eon ynes 
a perfect translation thereof. I • 

I will now conclude with three parts of Scriptnre,pertiDent to this lilY p~. J Pe . 
ii. 18, 14," ubmit yourselves to every ordinance orman, (or the 1.0 ~ e, betherit 
be to the king, as 8uprtame, or unto gover1l0urs~ at unto them t t t by iJa, for 
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the punishment of evill-doefs, and for the praiee of them that doe well." Provo xhr• 

S!l, "The wicked is driven away in his wickedness; but'the righteous hath hope in hi 
death." , 1 Cor. vi. IOJ " R~vi1ers shall not inherite the kingdome of Heaven." 

Cum Angelis veate 'Vivit Rex J ACODUS. 
Cum Anglis prospere vi'Vat Re.r CAROI.U • 

The Opening of tlte Great Seal 0/ England j containing certain briif, llisto1l'ical, and legal 
Obser'Vatiolls,. touching t~le original Antiqllit!J~ Progress, lIse, NecessiJJj-~G1'eat 
Seal of the Kmgs amI Kzngdom Q/ Englalld, 21l respect rd Charters;'Patents, T¥rits, 
Commissions, and other Process; together with tile Kings! Kingdoms, Parliaments 
se'Ceral lnterests in, and Power over the same, aud over the Lord-Chancellor, and the 
Lords and Keeper$ tif it. hotlt in regard qf its Ne<ttJ-making, Custody. Administration 
for the bette,- Execution .qf Pubtick Ju lice, tile Rep'ublicks necessary S,!/,ety and Uti .. 
lity. Occasioned by the over-rash Censures of such who en'Oeiglt against tile Parlia
mellt, for ordering a l1CW Great Seal to be Etlgravc1l, to supply tlte wilful absence, de
fects, abuses tif tlte old, unduly withdrawn atld detained from them. 

By William Prynne, Utter Barrister of Lincoll1s-Inn. 

ESTHER., viii.!. 
Write ye a180 for the Jews, as liketh lOu, in the. king's name, and seal it with the king's ring; for the writin3 

which i~ writl.en in the king I name, and sealed wit/l the king's ring, may no man roverse. 

It is, this fifteenth day of September, anno Domini 1645, ordered, by the committee 
of the house of commons concC1~ing printing, that this treatise, intitled, "The 
Opening of the Great Seal of England,' be forthwith printed by Michael Sparke, 
senior. JOUN WHl'fE. 

London, printed for Michael Sparke, seniol', 1643. 

At the breaking out of the civil war, the lord Littleton. keeper of th great 8 aI, went off with it 
to the king. Clarendon, who had a great hand in determining bim tt> tbi tep, has detailed 
the meaau~ at great lengtb, and, w' b a lawyer's predilection for forms, ob,riously sets great r 
store by the ndvantage thUilroeured tor his master, thaD it in fact deterv(!d. It wa not to be 
upposed that those who ha dra1V1l their sword again t Cbarlel would be much embarrassed fOl' 

want of a silveratamp bearing the royal anns. Yet 10 10D~ did the inveterate attachmel1tof Eng
lishmen to tbeir s aDd cuslOms continue, even in the midst of civil di&sension, that the rem dy, 
though obvi9UJ, uDotimm~iately resorted to. Two great seals seemed, to tlle lawyers of the 
bouse, like t 0 IUD. in the firmament; nor was it eaay to divest themselves,of tbeir re peot for 
the ancient aDd oriPal i plement of royalsanctiOD. Necessity, however, had no J~w ; and the 
following i. a.r.ncTont• aCCOIm t of the traDlI&cUon, which the indefatigable Prynne has underta
ken, ill ttact, to make goed ie law.' 

rt Tbe co_ oftea ~ tM houe of peen to coocut .ith them ill the making a ne 
great remedy agaiDit the miJchiefs which, by the absence of it, bad befallen 
tb.e r.o tb i declarieg , the great .-1 of England, of right, ought tc) at-tend upon the 
padi hieh the ~ often refused to ;oyn with them, being .tar~d at the statute 
of the 15th ward the m., by whieh the coUDteneitiog the great. .eal of England is, in ex-
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press term t declared to be high treason; and it had been, in all timei before, understood to be 
the ole prop rty of the king, and not of the kingdom, and absolutely i[1. the king's own dispo-
sal, where it should be kept, or where it should attend. • 

6f This di ent of the lord hindered not the bnsiue 9: the common! frankly voted that a seal 
should be provided, and accordingly l(>ok order that one should be ngraven, and brought into 
thei r bouse, Hccording to the sam Hizeand effigies, and n t.ning differing from that whicu til 
king used at Oxford. Bing in ~bi readiness, and ob crving til 10r~1s to be Ie, scrupulous 
than th y bad been, about the middl of Nov mber, they sent again to tllem, to let them 
kno~v tb y' had a great s al ready, which should Le put into the custody of such per ODS as lhe 
two aou es should appoint; and if they would nume s~me eers, a proportionable number of 
the oth r body should join in th executing that trust. All objection were now puss dover, 
and, ithout any hesitation, their lord hips not only concurr'd with them to hav a eal in their 
own di po I, but, in a d claration and ordinance; by which they declar d all letter , patents, 
and gi'(W; !lla~~ by th king, and passed the great seal of England, t fter the i~d of May, lathe 
year 164i, (whlc!'Joowu tbe day the lord-k eper I ft the hou ,and w nt with the greo.t seal to 
York to the king,) to be invalid, and void in law; and henceforward that their own great seal 
hould be of the like force, pOlVer, and validity, to all intents and pUl'po!!es, as any great seal of 

England had been, or ought to be; aud that who oev r, (tfter the publication of tirat ordinance, 
should pas any thing und I' fl(lY other eal, or sbould claim uny thiog thereby, should be held 
!lnd a~judged a public eo my of the sLate. 

if At tb~ aRle time, the earls of Itutlalld 'od Bullingbroke, of the peers, Mr aint Johns, (whom 
they till entitled the king's solicitor-general, th~ugh his maje. ty had revoked his patent, and 
'oofened that office upon il' Thomas Gardner, who had served him faithfully, and bad been 

put out of bis recorder' place of London, for baviog so done,) Ijeant Wild, (who, being a ser.· 
j cant-at-Iaw, had, with mOlt confidence, averr'd their legal power to make a eal,) Mr 8rown 
and Mr PrideauX', two private practi ers of the law, were nominat d to have the ke ping, or
dering, and di posing of it, nnd all such, and t.he like power and authority a any I rd-chance119r, 
or lord-keeper, or commissioner of the gr.ellot se.\l fol' the tillle being, had b a, used, or ought to 
have. The earl of Rutland wal80 modest, as to tllillk himself Dot lofficiently qualified for suclL 
u trust, and therefore excus >d him e1f in point of conscience; whereupon they nominated, inhi 
room, the earl of Kent, a man of far meaner parts, wbo readily accepted the place. 

u Tbe leal then was delivered, ill the hou e of common, to their peaker, a.nd by him, with much 
I lemnity, the bouoe attending him, to the speaker of the een, at the bar in that house. 1'h 
ix commission ts were then, l'n the pre enee of both hoo nly worn to execute the office 

of I(e pers of the great !leal ·of England, i.n all thiug ~iftg to lhe or4ers.aod directions of 
both houses of pnrliamcn~. Aud thereupon th seal \1/ '"cred by tbe two speakt:rs to tll m, 
who. curri d it, nccordin~ to order, to the hOllse of the of the parliament, ill tbe old palace, 
wher it was kept loci c1 up ill a chest., whicll c uld t. be opened but in the presence of three 
of th ' Ill, and With thr c v ral keys."-CL.REND , 811. 

COURTEOUS REA Elt, 11.lving copiously a ered, refuted aU royalists, malignants, . 
papists clamorous objectiom. and primitive e ptions against the proceeding of this 
pI' ent parliament, 11} four several treatise lately published, concernin~ the sove· 
raiI?n power of parliaments and kingdoms, w h have given good satisfaction to many, 
and sllenced the pens, the tongues of anti.parliamenteers, who have been so ingenu
ous as seriously to pernse tbem,-I yet find a new grand objection lately started up, and 
n~ucll insisted on among these 0F.posites, by reasop of the comm.ons late order for ma
kmg a new gr at eal, (now a most finished,) to supply the wIlful ab ence, defects, 
abu s of the old, to the extraordinary prejudice, dama~e, danger of the bouses, king· 
dom and delay of publick ju tic ; which, though sufficiently answered, io the gene .. 
ral, by sundry pa sages and histories scattered in the fonner treatileSt yel, because Dot 
so/articularly or fully debated as the consequence of this extraordinary weighty act, 
an the q~erelousness of the clamorous opposites requi~ 1 have therefore (upoD the 



Historical Tracts. 

lllotion of some friends,) to stop up this new breach and clamour, speedily col1eoted, 
and published, by authority, the e ensuing hi torical and legal ob rvatioos, concerning 
the original antiquity, prog'ress, u 'e, necessity of the great seal of the kings and king:.. 
dom of' England, with reference to sealing of charter, patents, writs, commIssions, 
other procf"s; and given thee a summary a count of the kineTs, kingdoms ~ev ral ill
tprests in, and power over the great seal, (and the lords-keep I' of it too,) both in re
spect of it new-making, custody, administration for the better e,'ecution of pubIick 
justice, the republic! 's necessary safety and utility, clearing all contrary objeclion of 
moment; which I here submit to thy charitable enure allJ acceptation; imp! ing 
thy pardon and direction, in case I have casually erred, out ot ignorance I II clne 
flll ilty, in tracing this untrodden dangerous narrow path, wherein 1 finu no foot eps,. 
or only very obscure ones, to direct my course. 'Farrwell. 

No'! to enter into allY impel'tinent tediolls discourse of the antiqujty or use of eal!) 
in general, which were very antiently used, both by the nation and king of the J ews, 
Persians, Medes, Babylonians, and others, (as is manif~sted by sundry texts of Scrip
ture,' to omit prophalle stol'i ,) it ig a question much debattd among antiquarie , his
torians, lawyer., how ancient the u e of s~als hath been amono' the kin<r of England, 
and in what age, upon what· occasion, by what degr es th y grew to be absolutely re
quisite for the ratification of charters, patents, writs, commissions, and other pro-
ces es? . 

The first original' antiquity of seals among our kings is very llnc rtain; for it is nppa
rent, past all contradiction, :I. that our ancientest kings charters, patents, had no seals at 
all ann xed to them, being ratified only with the sign of the cross, (oft-time i1'! golden 
charactel's,) the sub cription of our kings name, with the names of divel's bishop, ab
bots, nobles, clerks. and others under them, ,as witnesses; who all made the sign of the 
cross bddre or after their subscriptions; as is most evident 'by sundry ancient charters 
of ,our English Saxon kings, yet extant in old leger books of abbeys, in SII' Robert Cot
ton' library, and by the printed cople of them in the histories of Ingulphus, Malms
bury, Ho\'eden, Matthew Paris, Mattb. Westmin tel', Uoliusbed, Mr .Fox, Mr Cam
den's Britannia, Nfr Selden's Titles of Honour, Hilltory of'Tyth ,Notes to Eadmerus, 
Sir Henry Spelman's Councils and Glo 'sary, Sir Edward Cook's Pr -f<lcc to bis 4th and. 
6th ,Reports, hi [n titutions on I"ittleton and Magna Charta, Joannis Pitseu.s, Bela-

. tio. Hislor. de Rebu Angl. OJ. Regncrus ApostuLatus BcnedictiJlol'um in Aug/la, M .. 
Lamhun lis Perambulation of K nt and Archaion, BisQop Usber's Bl'itanllicl1.rum 
l!.:cclesiarmn Antiquitates, with others; which chartel's, though without a seal, have J ever 
been rep.lted as valiel. firm, in point of law, from time to time, and ~o admitted hy our 
JudJcs, kings, parliaments, as any puniel' charlers, seal d with OUl' kings great eaJs. To 
give you- some few in lances of the allcielltest chattel's of Oul' kings IJ fore the conquest,. 
wl\ich I find' not sealed, but thu SllJ.ISCI ibed :-Killg. Ethelbert, amlQ 60S, mude two 
charters; the first to the church of St Pancras; the other to the Ulon sttl')' of Peter 
and Paul, to be erected at ~anterbury; whIch are thus confirmed with the sign of' the · 
eros, not seal d: 

'Gt'll. 58.18.25. F.xod. 18. ~1. c. SO. G~ Deut. 32. S4. Job, 14. 17 •. c. 33. )0. c. $1. 7. c. 38. 14. c. 41. 
15. i Kings. 21. i. Neb. 9 Sit. C. 10. 1. Utber. S. 12. c. ~. 10. Jt:r. 22.24. c. 32. 10, 11,14. Uant. 8. 6. lsa. 
8. 16. Dan. O •• 7. (I. Q. !l4. c, Ii. 40. g. Kzek. !l8.12. Manit. '27. du, .Juhu, S. 3S. Rom. 4. 11. I Cor. 9.2. 
:2 :rir.l1. 2. t • ReYel.5. 1.5, g. c. 6. 1, S. I~. c. 7. 2, 3. c 8. I. l'. 1).4. 'c, 10. '" c. 20 3. c. 22 • . 10. Polyd. 
Virgil. de lilY 1. I. Co 2. • 

• e ll\gulp. Ui L p. 9 10. Tol'lDl tf tbe Law. tit. Faits. t. 94. Cook's i ustitl,llcs on Liltltton, f. 7. a. 
S Set: S He Vu.~, 20. Cook', Peace to tht: 40th Neport. Term.s OL the Law. ti~le Fall.. . . 
• S.,eIWG, CO . tom. I. p. 118, 1 HI, 1.0 l:.:ff. 
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Tracts Jm'ing tlte Reign of King Cltarles I. 

+ Ego lEtllCl1'edus Ril' Anglo1'llmt hane donation em meam Siglio aancte 
Crucis propria manlt c01Yirmavi. 

After whi h follow divers other witnesses, who confirm it with the same sign. 
There i extaut a bull of Augustine, the fir t bishop of Canterbury, of an exemption 
granted by him to thi mona tery, with a learlen seal L nflexed to it, the form wher of 
you may vi w in' ir H Dry pelman, who susp ct~ both tbes~ charters, with Augus
tin: null and ai, (the eallncr of bulls bing 110t so anci nt, and 1 aden buH being first 
bro~ht in by Pope Adrian, about the year of our Lord 774, as Poly dol' ... lind others 
ob "ve,) to be mere counterfeit, upon good grollnd. There is anoth r charter of the 
-same kiner, of lands given to the same mona tery, dated an. 610, subscribed as the for
mer~'he xt ancient charter I find is that oP Withrtd, king of 1 ent, dated all. 
Dam. 095, \V ~ the same. ear, confirmed the great council of Becancelden with the 
ign of the ero , and uch sub criptions as are aforesaid. To the e I shall add the 

(suspected) charter of] King Kenred and Otfa, an. 709, with the charters of E win, 
hishop f Worce ter, an. 709; the charter of 4 King Ethelbald, an. 71 , made to t 

'Guthlac and the abbey of roy land; with his general charter or priviletlges granted to 
·all churches and monasteries, dated ' all. 74~ ; the charter of S King Ina, granted to the 
abbey of Gla t nbury, (uppo ed to be spurious,) an. 725; of6 Kin r Otfa to the ab
bey of roylanrl, an. 7~S; the' decree of Ailanlus, archbis110p of Canterbury, and the 
council of Clove ho, an. 803 ; the charter of 8 King Kentllphus to the abbey of Cl'oy
land, an. 806; the <) decrees of the 'yuod of Clovesh under King 'TIeornwulfe. an. 
824; and 0 the council of London, under King Egbe an. 838; the charter or lO Wit. 
lasius, king of Mercia, to the abbey of Croyland, an. 838; th.e charter of King Ber
tul phu to the arne abbey, an. 851; with the II nons of the council of Kingesbury, 
confirmed and subscribed by this king and other, the same year, with the sign of the 
ero s; the charters of's " thelwulphus to the abbey of Croyland, an. 855, and to an 
churches and monasterie • which he offered u to God upon the altar of t Peter, at 
Windle ter, where the bishop recei\·ed it, and ent it to all churches, to be published ' 
the charter of" B orredus, king of Mercia, to the abbey of Croyland, an. 860; of'· 
Qlleen lEth lswith to Cuthwulfe, an. 860; of 1 ing ,$ Edmund to the-abbey ofGla ten_ 
bury, an. 944; Of'6 King Edred to the abbey of Croyland, an. 948; the charters of" 
King Edgar to the abbey of Croyland, an. 6, 970, 974;. to the '6 abbey of Gla ten
bury, an. 965, 971 ; and to th abbey of M lmsbury, an. 974; his charter of Oswdd's 
bws, an. 964; hi charter to his llew monastery of Winchester, an. 966, and another 
charter, an. 964; the charter of 19 King Ethelred, an. 955, to Ulfric; with 10 his char
tel' of privi I g s granted to the church of Canterbury, an. 1006; the n charter of King 
Knute, or C;tijutuSj to the church of our Saviour at Canterbury, an. 1018, and to the 
abbey SI of Croy land, all. ~ 032; of Thorold to the abbey of roy land, all. 1051 j and 
of King Edward t!le onfes801', to the same abbey, about the year 1050. All these an
cient charters 0 Our kin before the conquest had no seals at all annexed to them, but 

I pel. 010 s. tit. Bull, p. 108. Pol. Virgo De Juven. Rerum, 1. 8. c. 1. • Spelman, Concil.tom.l. 
P: 189 to )9<4-. , Spel. i~. p. 207, 208,209, 210. ~ Ingulph. Hist. p. 1.51,852. Spelm. Co~-
.ell. p. 256, 257. S Spelm. lb •. p. 227 to 231. 6 Ingulph. Hilt. p. 85', '54. 1 pel. Conet/. 
,p', 324, 325. 8 Ingulph. Hi t, p. 154, 855. II Spel. ConciJ. p. 3''', 338. SSO. .. Ingu/ph. 
Hlat. p. 855 to 8.57. 85a to /:l62. II Spel. Concil. p. 346, 347. .a Ingulpb. Hist. p. 8Gi. Matth. 
Wl'8tm. an. 8.54-. 834. Spel. one. p. 350 to 3.54. Malmburieusis De Geit. Rt'g. Angl. I. 1. t:. 2. p. 41 • 

• , Ingulph. Hi. t. p. 863, 8640. '! Cook's Ep. to the 6th Report. Malmesb. de Gelt' ReguOl 
A~lg. I. 2. c. 7. p. 59,54. '6 lngulpb, Hi t. p. 874. to 877. Spelm. ConcH. p. "28. I'lngalph. 
I" ~. p. 80 to tl85. 18 MaIms. tic C~ati. Regum, 1, 2, c. 8. p. ~, ~7. Spelman. Concll. p. 485, 4ee • 
• 88. 489,432 to 435. J. cldelli ad Eadmerum notte, p. 15t), 160. Cook'. Prer.eo to the +tit Report. 

l? 'ook' Prl!facc to the 6th.R port. 1&0 Spelman, Coocll. p. 5040 to '10. .. Spetalan. p. 533. 
u lngulph. Hist. p. 899, gIS, 914. 
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were only ratified with the sign of the cross, subscribed by the kings themselves, and 
those who made them, together with their names, and cros e ofth witnesses. And 
it is observable, that all, or most of'these ancient charters of our kings, which grant
ed any laqds or privileges to abbeys or churches, w,ere made in full councils and par
liaments,with the unan 'mous con eDt and approbation of the hi hops pr lates, avuots, 
dukes, earls, lords, and great men therein pre nt, who commonly subscribed them. The 
reason was, because none of our a!lCiellt kings (as 1 have proved) had any power to 
grant or alien the lands of the crown (which they enjoyed only i~ the kingdom's ri ht, 
and for its use) to any, without the consent of their nobles and people, in full rlia
ment: anel, in most of'these charters, abb ys and church-lands were exempted ,rom 
all taxes, tallages, and temporal services whatsoever, except the repairing of hig},:\ ays,. 
bridges, and castles, for the common good, and I thereby were ancieDt] eX$): pted 
from danegeld. as I have elsewhere manifested. ., 

Which of our kings first used a seal is not certainly determined. Sir Edward Cook,. 
in his Institutes on Littleton, fo1. 7. a., records, that the charter of King Ofta, whereby 
he granted Peter-pence, doth yet remain under his seal. Now this charter, as' Si,li 
Henry Spelman, and ours histol"ians generally in his life accord, was dated in the yeall 
of our Lord 793, or 794, and is the first charter sealed (if true) by any of our kings. 
There is another 4 charter of King Edwin, of certain land, called Iecklea, in the i Ie of 
Ely, bearing date anno 956, sealed with his own seal, and with the seal of Elfwin, 
bishop of 'V inch ester. I read in Francis Thinne his Catalogue of Chancellors, and in Sir 
Henry Spelman his Glossary, fol. 1~6, IS!l, that our Saxon kings, lEthelstand, Edmund,> 
Edred. Eqgar, and lEthelred, had their several chancellors; but whether they had any 
seals or not, is uncertaip: if they had any, "it is certain (writes S Sir Henry Spelman) that 
they scarce used them at all, or very rarely, most of their charters having no seals at all,. 
but only crosses, or subscriptions of these kings names, and witnesses." The Vel)" first · 
of all our kin"s who used a large broad seal was Edward the Confessor, who, being 
brought l1p in Normandy, introquced that, with some other of the Normans guise, 
with him, and had three chancellors. Under this 1 seal he granted a charter of sundry 
liberties and privileges to the church of Sain t Peter , in Westminster, anno Dom. 1066, 
\vhich was sealed by his chancellor, Reynbaldus, as is evident by this hi ubscription 
to that deed :-Ego Reynhaldus Regis Oancellarius 1'elegi ct sigz'tia1)i. This is the first 
charter, for ought appears, that ever was sealed with a royall broad eal, 0.' by a chan-

. ce lor. But that all this good king's charters, or any of his writs or commissions were 
thus sealed by this great seal, or that the chancellor had then the custody of the seal, 
(which the chancellors, in the rejgn of Charle the Great and Ludovicus Pius, bad not 
in France, as Sir Henry Spelman proves in his Glossary, p. 127, out of Capito 1. 2, c. 
!Z4', and Egolisme'nsis in vita Ca7'oti, p. ]5, and the passage of Ino-ulphus, concernin 
the office of the chancellor in his time, cited ir~ Spelman, s em to disprov .) is a non 
Liquet unto ' me. The exact form f this kings great seal you may behold in' John 
Speed, together with the various effigies of all QUt succeed,ing king,s broad seals, prefixed 
by him before their sevel'alliv~. 

Two things there are, which, in this enquiry after the original use of our. kings great 
ceals, seem sonlewhat dubious unto me. :Flrst, when, how, and by what law or mcans, 
it came to pass that our kings charters and patents ought, of necessity, to be sealed 
with the great seal, contrary to the primitive usages in former age, or else to be re· 
puted invalid, and meere nullities in law? Secondly, when, and by what law 01' grounds, 
and in what king's reign, writ, commissions, and other processes of la.w, began to be 

1 Re~strance agaml\ Sbip-Money. .. Conci!. tom. I. p, 308, 310, !H 1,812. 
sHun IUdoD, Amiquitates Ecclesie .Brit. Fox Polycbronicon, HQlinsb. Graftoo, Speed, and others. 
; COOk'. Ibltit. on Lit. f. 7. Ib S Glossar. f 127. 6 ee Terms of the L~w, title Faits. 

Seood, Hiat. P. 'U. TenDI of the Law, f. g+. Spelman, Glossar •. p. 1260. . ~ !list. of Eng. p. 40;1., 
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is ued out under the gi eat seal, or cl e to be di allowed, as illegal? it being evident un
to me that hartel's and p tents were II ually aled by some of out' kings, before any 
of th;jr WI its, omn issioll , 01' legalL proc s i sued under their seal. 

These two doubt, I con1e ,e, a.re be 'ond my kill actly to n oile; yet thi I coo-
jecture, a most con onant to truth, that I Edwald the 'Conre sor, being trained up in 
'Normandy. and addict d to the 'ustoms of the FrenclJ, vhich he introduced with him, 
did {init of all bring in the ealing of de d ; which I a h r from the word of- Ingul
pht • abbot of royland, who fl uri h d in hi , r jan, and write , thus of ili : C~pit 
ergo ,ola terra ub Rege, ct sub aliis N01'nlmwis introdllcti ,AngLic "it s dimitfere, 
ct F: 1lCOl'Utn mores in muftis imitare: G allicum idioma omnes lIJognates in suis eu· 
riia (l1ftJuam magnum gentilitiurn loqui; Cllal tas et Chiro tapha ua ~lore Franco. 
1'lnll eJ' ct jJJ'opriam conslletudillem in hi , et in aliis crubesce7'e. Now, tile ,Freuch 
king, .?1l)' b 're l~is day, us d to eal thei,r harter wit,h gol~en bulls, a 3 Fran~is
cus lto lcriu and 11'4 Henry pelman testdi ; there bema dlv r hartNs of log 

DagobeJ't. ig bert, and Pipin yet xtant under gold n Lulls, as tlJe rCl;ord: and 
'harlc til G rcat, cJ c neled of Pipin, was the fir t emperour of th loman which 
ealccl 'harl rs with a g Iden bull. ass Polydor Vir it atte ;' Flodoardu 1'0 record

ing. that Chi rI s the Bald, an. Dom. S67. eal d with a bull of hisnam ,-Butta 'uino
minis siO'iilavit: In imitation of whom, 7 Edward the Con1i or, an it i probable, cau
s tl a great seal to charter!; of privileges and donations gran~C<.1 0 the abbey of West
min tel', (to whi ·h he was a pecial b efa tor,) the copie of which you may read in e 

Sir II my p Iman : witn this closc of hi ceond :-Chartamistalll cotlscribi, et 'igil
lari jussi, 'ct ip am manu mea sicrno allctce en/cis impr ut, et idonco testes d1l1wtari pta
cepi ad CO},1'Ob01'Olldam: After wbich hi own ub criptfoD, with the .sign of the CI'OS , 

r; lJows, and ih 'ub criptions and eros e of sundry bis p and abbot; after them, 1:0 
RaY7lvaldlls COllccllarill.', +; then fol1ow the ubscri 00 of duke and other th king's 
offi el' I with thi onclu ion :-Acta apurl Westmolla81er, quinto kat, Januarii, die sanctq.. 
"um Imwceul;um, annQ Dominicce Illcttrnationi 1066. Indiclione tertia. Anno Jlegn: 
cr lli",~imi Eel 1t;l7'di Regis ~ . Swyeraefitls otar;u ad vic m R ynbaldi Regice cligl1itatis 
an cliltrii, hunc "ortam cdpsi et ubscrl/J i, in Dei llominefrelicit~r, Amen. With this 

do ot hi hurt r, d led the am y ar and day :-Ut ergo luee au Lorita nostris etfll
turis tcmp01'ibus, cirett ip um an ium locum pcrenniter firma et in iolata permaneat, per 
olll1lia temporll itlresa ell lodiatm' lItqll conserve/lir et omnibus optimatibu$ nosl"'; , et 
judicibu publici ' t pri tis, m lius ac certius cl'eaatUT', manus 110 '(rte u/)S(:riptione sub
{(,'I' c' m dec IlItius roDoral'c, et idollco' testes amlOtore, at que sigillo no t1'0 jussimus sigil. 
[ari, +. 

Ego E{l: ardu J)ei l1'ratia Angultum Ret. hoc privileaium jus i compo71e1'e, et e{lmpo
situ'm, Cllm i 110 Duminica: Cl'ucis oJ!lirmllndo impl'es'i. +: th n follow the uh crip
tion f di\' r bl hop and abbot, with ('1'0 e : n xt to th m, Eaa Relllbaldus Regi 
Cancelloriuof l' legi et sigiUa'tJi +: ne't n lie the ub cription of olJle duke'J officer, 
and kni ht, with 1'0 : 11 :xt, th date of th place, da, , y('al' of hri t, and the 
king' /' jO'n, with EO'o At "tatus otol'ius, ad '{'icCJI RCyllbalJi llegite dignitatis Can
cellm';us, hoc pri ilerriUUl SCI';P i et UbSC1'ipsi, In Dei nominej(e/iciter. Amen. 

Fl' 1\ which chart \' and' uh cription we may ob el've, 
Fir i that \hi KincY' Edw'arcl, tbough he added his great eal to hi chartcl's, yet he 

retain d th • n i nt f I'm of confirming them with the j n of th eros e, and the suh-
cripti0n of hi own ll(lme, and th name f witne ; which continued long after, till 

Edward the Fir t hi r jO'll, if not longer, though since discontinu d. 

• Hilt. p. Sg5. J In Appantu a 
J De Invent. Rerum. 1. 1. c. 2. 

t , Hi~ P. 415. 
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Secondly, that the chancellor, in hi days, though he subscl'ibcd his name after pr -
lates and bishop., yet he did it before duke, art anel n othel,' temporal lords; there
fore he was then, no doubt, the chi · £ temporal officer, and hath 0 continued v r in c. 
What the di Tnity and office of the chancellor wa , in this king's reiO'o and b for, ap
pears by Ingu/phu hi Hi tory of Turketuhl , I (chancellor boLh to rin" th I tao. 
Edmund, and Edr d, lie es ivciy, and the second chancellOl' we read in OUl' realme,) 
who was then prim1lm, prf11cipuum et it sec1'etis familiaris imwn. 'C Thi Turk toln ,. 
(writes he,) descended of the blood-royal, beinO'11 phew to KinO' • dward th ... 1 r, 
who, for his mp.rits, would have matched him to div r rich noblem n's dall(yl 1', 

but he refused them, 1 ading a ingle life: Aft r which, h would 1)~ v promote him 
o a bishoprick, for his learning and holine 5, profferinO' him first the hi hoprick Win-

chester, and afterwnnl the archbishoprick ()f Canterbury, very ft n, and t prdt" him 
before all his other clerks; but he reject d tho e digniti with vari~ ... . ~ ·t.~s, and 
utterly abhorred them all his life, tanquam tendiculas all,anre ad subve1'lendas (llIi/MS, 

as the snares of Satan to sllbvE'l't soul." uch WCI'C lordly bi hopl'icks e teem tI, ev'n 
in that blind age; which may b fl1l'ther ratified by thi 1110nki h story, related out of 
the Promptuar of the Di. ciple nd Amoldus, in J the Flower of the 'on mandm ots 
ot God. "That a monk of C1~rvaulx was eh en to be bi hop, the which r fused 
it, a aiD t the will of bi al bot alJd of the bi hop, and oon after dit:J: who ap
pearing after his death to his f: miliar, he demanded of him, if th disobey an e b for -
said had noyed him? He answered that, nay; and afterward said, if I had taken the 
bishoprick, 1 had been damned; and said, moreover, an horrible worcl,-Th &tatL' of 
the church is come unto this, that she is not digne to' b goveroed but of ill bi hop, 
&c." .But to return to our tory:-Turk tulu refusiD t11e glory of thi tel'/' n dignity 
and transitory honour of a bishoprick, the I inl7 at la t made him chan ellor. t qUa!
cllnque negotia temporalia 'Vel spiritualia RegisJurlicium e.rpcctaount, illiu c()nsilio et de
creto (tam sanctreJidei, et tam prqfimdi illgcnii ten batur) omnia tractaT' ntur, et ',"acta
la irrefrmiabilem sententiam ort;rentur. Consilio ergo illius, multtt bona opua, ~·c. if-
feci!: After which, he adds, Ir he was a man of grea.t st pow r aud authority with 
the e thr e kings, both fQr his incomparable wi dom and valour: lIe llad ixty manors 
of hi own, (six hereof he gave to God and the abbey of Croyland, where he occam 
abbot, and the residue to the king,) and va t tr a ure of jewel · and mon y ;" Y ·t, in all 
this greatness, his title of chane lIor was his highest ignity, a Ingulphu manifests; 
tlleref; J' , it was then, no doubt, the most eminent office. . 

Thirdly, that, in tho e times,· it was one chief part of th chancellor' office, by him~ 
If or hi nutaries and ub titutes, to dictat and write all the king's hart r , pat nt , 

w it , and to lib cril>e them a a witness: Whence TllI'k tulu , when h wu chancel
lor, writ or eli tated mo t of the king's charters made to the abb y of roylnntl. Rea' 
Edl'edu., dedit JUonasterium Croyland per Chartam flam dicta/am ab odem l'urlcctulo, 
vri te Ingufpbu, p. 74. 

Fourthly, That the chancellor, in Ili. reiO'll, s al d the king' chart r with hi eal; 
yet S whether he only did it, or had the ole cu 'louy of the seal, i unctrtain . . 

llut though Kin P dward the onfellsol' 6 nr.o;t brought in th reat eal, y t til cu-
t')rn of ('aliug charters, patent th rewith, with oth r men sealing deed, 'r ,w not com-
111 n, univer al, or necessary, 7 till the latter end of the onqueror's reign; as Ing\\l-
• phu , i in these direct terms. avers, from his own experimental knowledge: Etllon tantum 
hunc morc", (of making knights) ltd alias etiam consuetudines (William t11e Conqueror 

• "hinn, Cat:llog. of Chancellon in Holillibed. voL 3. col. J 260, &c. Spelman, 0108$, p. J :12. 
L.;'" 111 ulph. Hi t. P. 72 to 2, s".lmall, Glo •. p. J 26 , 1"01. ~27, printed by \V "'kin de' Word, t 

... loll. WI. I ~~l. • SpeIDilUlni. Giouar. tit. CallC\'lIariuI p. 125 tt) t 28. J :Spelmanni, 10 
p. ,127,. 128. , Speed', Biit. p. 4 • .,. 1 See Rattal's Term of the L w, lit; Fait. 

Jiin.ry. p. 001. 
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and hi Normans, of whom he write) immutabant; nam chirographorum confectionenl 
Anglicanam, qua antea usque ad Edwardi Regis tempora, fidelium prte entium subscription
ibU$ cum C1'ucibus Aurei , aliisque sacris signaculis firma juerint, Normanni condem-
7zantl'S, clti1'ographa chartas vocabant; et chartarmn firmitatem cum cerea impressione 
per uniusclgusque speciale sigillum, sub i12stillati()1le t1'ium 'Vel quat/lOr testium mtamiu1n 
(wherea anti nt charter had twenty or more witnesse~) cO'f!licere constituebant. on. 
fCl'eballtur etiam, primo, 'lnuita prtCdia nudo verbo, ilblque scrip 0, 'Vel c/un-ta, tantum cum 
Do~ 'ni gladio, 'Vel galea, vel cornu, vel cratera; et plU1'ilJla tmementa cum calcari, cum 
trigl i, cum arcu, et n0121wila cum sagitta. &d hac iltitio Regni sui; posterioribus annes 

immu tus e t isle modlls. Tantum tunc Anglicanos abominati sunt, &c. So that, by thi 
histo 'an's xpres testimony, (a man of great minency in that age, being abbot or 
Croy . much frequenting the court, yea; taking more pains to search out and 
pres rve antl en harter than any in that age,) William the Conqueror and his orman 
(e pecially in all matters of government, law, and justice, his charter b iog of far other 
ten our, form, and brevity, than those before or since in use) were the first who intro~ 
duced it, by insensible degrees, the French custom of sealing charters and deeds with 
seals ; and this the king, with hi officers, (as all our hi torians complain,) being extra
ordinary covetou and oppressive, using sundry new devises to fiU their own pur es, by 
exbau ting the peoples, it i ' very likely (as Ingulphus's words import, and • others in
sinuate) that he and his chancellor, (of which I find I niae in his ~igu,) to make a bene
fi t and project of his great seal, did, in 1)i9 latter dayli, relain, that all charters, pa ents, 
should be thenceforth sealed with his royal seal, or el be reputed invalid in law. Three 
charters of his I find record d in our writer : The t made to the abbey of Croyland, 
at t11e suit of 4 Ill~ulphu , who registers it, subscribed by some witnesses, without men
tioning any seal of his th reto aone~ed; the seca d to the abbey of Battle, sealed with 
1Iis gr at seal, and ubscribed by four or five bishops, which patent and seal too yCtU 

may view in J Mr elden' otes on Eadm~s; the third to the city Qf London" 
granted at the suit of William their bishop, written in the Saxon tongue, confirmecl 
with gre 11 wax, hereas the axons before used only to sign with gilt eros es; the 
copy wh r of you ma~ read in Lambert's Perambulation of Kent, HolinO' head, and a 

ed. As for that charter of his, recorded by John tow, and peed, in his Life, out of 
tb ' Book of RicbmoQd ;-. ' 

). William, king, l e thirtl care of my rei n , 
~~ive to thee. Norman Hunter. to mee that are both Ie fe and deare .. 
Th Hop and the' Hopton, and all the bounds up and downe, 
Under th rarth to h II, abov the arth to beaveu, 
From me anti mine, to the and to thine, 
.As good nd a fi ire a they min w reo 
'1'0' ito that this is sooth, I bit the white wax with my tooth, 
B ·fore Ju g , M 00, and Margery, and my youngest ~unne Henry, 
For a 1J y aud a broad arrow, when 1 me to huut upon Yarrow. 

• lulm bur,Y, Matthew Paris, admeru8. Huntingdon, Uovcd n, Polrcbron, Holiogsbed, peed. Daniel, 
and others in h~s life. a peed' Hi t. p. 440, 4-50. 'In Thinn a Catalo,"ue, and p.:lman, GIOII. p, 
] 32. , • lJl tory, p. \2. J Page ) 65, 160. th fonn of his I ill Speed' iii t. p. u.s. 

~ III t(lr , p. 4.50, Mll . 1 " 1 doub hop"lauds, hop, and hop.yards were out then in UIe." Thu Prynll(, 
who 6 ellis lIot te, It!)" known that /lOp. in ellie, mean a hill. Hie conciu ion i. ~ but hi argument Dausht. 

• Thcr call be 1'10 doubt thltt this metrical charter i. a gTO and impudent ~y ince't repreeenu tbll 
orman • oqucnlf ~ranting a charIer in lln Ii b before the language exiated. ·T ~:.ouod of tbe fu:tiou may 

p r Jl bl! f(luud ill HoW)' r' onolluation Pordun' otti h HietoJ!. That chronicle mentions a raidauade 
Into \\' . tmoreland, by Rub rt Earl of if.!, afterwards Guvernot of Scotland, awl the Earl of Dougl... , 
u. 

" bi, int(1' alia dcpr,rdal4, ad m4IU diet; RoJ,mi capiltllll:i am:ilu, Obldf4ifi:. __ ..n~. 
fHU 110 Ii 'lio CO'CO COlI ignalG, cOII/inenl tmDrtM ~etnIU:nI. t J, Kyng ~ . .. ~ Oddam 
ao HO(}ilam, al gude and at fair a.. ver thai myD war: allCl \barto . '!11 ~f.' U.u fIIip1e 
p<n!modUIfl, 9"mldo dta tral 4/bwt~ et plImuzlor COIi~, d .... CIOf'CIa t!O ci ~".. • ~ ~ obi .. 
,all()JI~', wi COI"tte, /(germ/ur, dicere Ie lOli,., eNil: t'rtdo rpMHltltlfior,Jda _jiJdil_ iIIU didwI~, ~ 
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I deem it either a foraery or a chart r granted only in merriment, which Ita tall, in 
his T rms of the La\. ~ f. 80, attribute rathel' to King Edu/ard the Tbird, than to the 
Conqueror; concluding, that sealin a was not commonly 11 ed till the reign of Edward 
III. ; which, if true, per hance, of deeds b ~ween private PCI'SOllS, yet 110t of roy«1 'har
tel'S. King William Rufus, Henry 1., Stephen, and H enr 11., hael all beir vera! 
great seals (the portraituie whereof you may b hold in John p ed's History. before 
~very of their lives) and theh everaJ chancellor t 0, who n mes you may read in' 
Ji'rancis Thinn's. Catalogue, and» Sp~lman; wn!ch hancellors, (\ i mo t likely, k.cpt 
their seals, sealmg both patents and charter with them. l 

I read that 3 King Heury I ., in the first year of hi reign, ranted a harter of}iber:
tips to his subjects, (according to hiR promi e and oath, before and at hi cor ua ion,) 
much like to Magna Charta, subscribed with witnes e : Et sigWi sui testimo1lio 1'( ora. 
tum, a Eadmerus and others write. To this charter h set both hi har. · d.il..! it:"il com· 
manding as many copies as there were counties in England to be transcribed, allu kept 
in the monasteries of every province. He was made a king by right of election, not of 
succession, his brother Rob rt being riO'ht heir. In this kinO" reian, I find one writ to 
Anselme, archbishop of Cal1t rbllry, (who used" a eal whe 'ewith he ealeel hi letters 
written to this king,) with J TeJte Tf/alriclw Can cella rio apud ll£er'lebergmn: and ano
ther 6 writ, dir c1 eI to him, to respite the con ecration of Tho IDa. , al'chbi hop of York, 
till Easter, Sicrillo Regis inc/usas j the firbt writ I, to my remembrance, fmd ealed 
with any kiog's seal, -though patents were commonly sealed before thi time. 1 King 

tephen coming to the crown by the noble election, not by right of inheritanc as 
next heir, vowed to confinn their liberties by his charter and seal; which he did, at Ox
fmel, in the first year of his reign: this oharter you may read in the marginal authors, 
being like to Magna Charta in substance. ' That King Henry II. .used to seal bis char
ters and patents, I find apparent testimonie in our historians; for his oath of pur
gation, which he made concerning the death of Thomas Becket, {registl'ed at large by' 
I{ogel' cJe Uoveden) as put into writin~ in form of a charter, and th 11 sealed with 
hi seal, and the seal of the carilinal , as this author atte ts. Et td fldJC il1. memoria 
Romance Ecclesite habermtur, Rex Pater fl cit apponi sigiUum .mum scripto illi, in quo 
superdicta capitula continehantur, una cum sigillis pradirtoru1n Cardinalium (Thodine 
and Alb ft.) Atqlle ut in memoria ROmal1tE Ecclesicejirmiter habeatur, sigillum 'c trum 
prcecipistis apponi, 9 an. Dum. 1177. Sancho, king of Navarre, and Alpbon 0, king ot 
Ca tile, being at varianc , about breaches of articles in a former truce, J'cfencd their 
diffetences to the determination of King Henry II., who, calling his nobles and par· 
1iam nt together, made tFlese kings ambas adors to put their differences in writing. 
arLd then to swear to s and to his and his council's arbitrement; which done, he made 

charter of his award, ubscribed with 'the names of many bishop, nobles, cl rk , and 
laymen, as you may read at large in Hovedell; which charter, questionless, was caled 
with his seal, though it be ndt e tpressed.·~ The same year, on the 7th day 0 Octo
ber. King Lewis of France and King Henry II. made a final concord and league fOl' 

~nutual offence and defence, which was put in writing, sworn to, subscribed by many 

9 tat" COJHfJtWtIliOlG 1ICrip'" fobaltt: (fllkgat4 per wndnn literl1 reg;' Adeiliani pmtIiMtJ;) quam 1Iunc, quando, per 
tam longa .cripta • .fri.wIU ~Jti~ ac proteltUU mnhagibw per nO'OO' 7IQlirOl caruidico" litt:r(r: cancellul(I) ,unJ." 
-l'OIOUIU. Scotic FOaicoa, curA Goodall, EdiD. 17511.1'01.11. P. 405. 

I Holingsbed, vol. col 12M. to 1280. • GlOMariom • .,. 1S2, IS'. , Matth. Paris, p. 53, 54. 
Eadmeru L S. p. Ii. ~l~. de Gat. a.. I. 5. Ho eden, lloliDlhed. ~atth. West:, ~Ilbiao. Polychron. 
CaxlOo. Grafton. ~~ I 110 I lien. I. Speed, p.407. .. Delatal hterre rep()jltm 10 tUG .igillo. EDd. 
mer. I. . p. O. 'bJmeru ihid, and p. 101. 6 Eadmer. 1 Of'. I. 4. p. 101. 7 Maim b. 
No,· 1. I. I. I" 119. Hlllltlod .. Matt. PVia,H01'lldeo. &&to Wa\., Speed. Holingsh •• Daniel. in hi life, An. t. 

Annal. f*'IpcIIL po'. 590. Pan., p. IfIO. '1.122. 12+.125. 0 Ho,edeo, An. pan 
JlO't p. 5G8 &0 Nt. . P p. . Holiluh. aad d ia hi~ IiI«!. 10 Hoveden. An. pars pOit. 
1'. ~70, :'71. Par,., ~ I J. 801-', Graftoo. Speed, Duiel, Fabiao. 
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witnesse of note, and sealed: witn 55 the word of Hoveden, ~ who records it at large.) 
Et ut !loc statuturn jirmiter te1leatur, et ratum pe7'muneaf, scrzpto. comrfl!ndari, et sigilli 
8ui auctOl'itate cotifirma7'ifecit, And, the same year, Audebert, Earl of March, selling his 
earldom to King Henry made a charter thereof, regi tered ill I Hoved Il, which <.'OD

cludes thus : N c autem /ucc mea 'Oellditio SQ emlltter celebrata aliqua pos/,'et ill poslerum 
malignitatc di eUi, cam sigmo mea mU71ivi: After which, many oi hops ami other it
nesses ubscl'ibed, In thi king' reign, it is ap arent that the great BC'ell remained in 
t ll 11 tody of the chancellor; for I read S that this king making bis chance lor, Thomas 
Bec~t, rchbishop of Canterbury, be thereupon, an. Dom. J 102, (contrary to the 
king good liking and xpectatlon, who was then in ormandy,) eDt messengers ove 
vith the eal, Cancellaria renuntians, et sigil/~m resignans, renouncing the chancellor
hip, " ning up the eal unto him, because he could not atteud the court and 

church at nc so as the chane lIor then kept the seal of England with him here, 
when the king was ab nt in Normandy, for the better execution of publlcke justice. 
This will yet mol' plainly appear, by the ensuing pasSag , oP Iloveclen, a.nd writ of 
Ki n Richard the First :- llichardu$ Dei gratia ReJ,' Atlglite. ~c, 1flu/ie/mo de Sanctt:e 
Marice Ecclesia, Hugoni Bardulpho salu/em, sciatis quod d;dicim,us, quod iu morte Patri 
110stri sine p'YIXepto suo, et c071scientio, habut:ru12t literas de aigi/to suo Gaufridus de Mus
camp de habendo .A,'chidiocollatu de Cliveland, et Willielmus de Stigandebi, et Magister 
Er1"adus de p,'a:bendis it, Ecclesia Eboracemi, qutt tum '()Qcabat, et erat in manu nostra : 
E t ideo prcecipimlls, quod ,rtF/atos ab Archidiaconatu et PrcrbMliis dielis sine mora dis-
aisietis, repentcs ab cis fjwcquid ex illde perceperunt. m .ilos reddltus ita frudu-

lenter et pel' surreptionem. ultt adepti. Teste mcipso ler . 'ovembris apud JlJamert:.. 
Proh PUdQl- ! 

Tu'rpe est doctori cum CMM:~Jlt'tLIWj!!~ 

Idem ellim 4 arcltiepi COput dum adll'uc "' ...... · .. ·llanceUariul regis plltru aui, sigiOum illud 
in custodia habuit, per quod pttrfatus arc Illtlll, et pra:/Jenti£ ilia! datt£/iterant prce., 
nominatis personis. 



... . 

tOincitll1', condernndmlul tst, tanqunm de crimine leset' inqiestilt;s. $; 'Oerd fuerit chat·ta· 
privata, tunc cum convict() mitius Quendum ~st. Now, that which he terms counterfeit
ing the king's charlt'I', I Bracton', .. Britton, and the statute of 2S Ed. 3., of trea OilS, stile 
collllterfeitin.r the great seal, or privy eal of the king's, and therefore thi-4l of' Glanvill 
relates .principtlly to the , countel'feitil1~ of the king's eal annexed to his charter. I find, 
in • l{oger Hoveden, a ·charter of William, king of Sicily, which he made to Joan, 
daughtet of Kin tr Henry, tOllehin.r her dower, d lted anno Domini 11 77, mense Februarii 
i71dicli, decima, sulHcrihe<l with the names of witnes e.', subjects to King William, and, 
alllon~ others. ego M althelts, doml1liregis vice-callceilarius j which charter concludes 
thu : Ad hl!jltf aillem dOllatianis et c()Jlcessionis 1I0,\'tr<£ memo1'iam, et illviolabtle.lirma-
7Ilf:lltltm; priviLelJ'ium prcesens per manu.Ii /Jle:mndri, notarii noslri scribi, et bulla r,urf.'a ' 
tmstrn ~1./p'trio im/n:es,Hl, rouoratltt1l no iro sigillo, Ju.ssimu~· decO/'a";. In 'f 'fO {aMt/lares 
tlOslri, et alice persona! pra:cepto nostro se scripserulZlllllc modo. The form of which king's 
great seal you may uellold enO'raven in Hoveden, p. 553. 

In fine, this lJellfY the eeonel being S chosen king of Hierusalem, (which kingnom 
was wholly ele tive,) and earne tly impol·tuned, by Heraclius, patl'jal'ciJ of that city. the 
CJlristians there, and hy Pope Lucius his letters, to accept that honour, all. J 1 !:S.s,. he 
thereupon summoned a' parliament at London, on 10. of April, wherein he char'''ed all 
his suhjects, with many arlju!'atiolls, to advise and resoh'e him what was best to be done 
in this case for the salvation of his oul; aud that he wa lesolved by all means to fol
low their atlvice herein: Whereupon the parliament, conferring on the premi es, re" 
solved, that it was much more wholesome fur the king's soul that he should govern his 
own kin~dolll with due moderation, and defeud it from the eruptions of the barbarous 
Fl'erlch. than to pl10vitle for the safety of those in the east in propel' person. Which I 
on Iy note in the by, (having omitted it ill its due place.} first, to manife t what high" 
esteem our king ' have had of the resolutions and advice of theil' parliam nt , to which 
they ",holly suumitted their o,wn judgmel'lts, acquiescing in their reso vea; secondly, 
to e\' idence the so~elaigne power of parliaments over our kings then, who might not 
de elt the realm, nor !ake any llew honollr or dominion upou them, without their pre
vious consent an" advice; thirdly, to shew the·Jutie of kings to their sul1ects and ' 
kingdoms. ' 

King Richarcl the First, sllcceeding ilis father, Henry Second, rather hy election than' 
succession, (and 7 not ~tiled a kin ')' hy OUI' ancient writ r , bel'Me hiH coronation,) was 
tbe first. of all ollr kings, ~as our 8 wl'iters accord) who s 'aled with a s at of arm; all our 
f. rmer Hugs seuls '!'ein: but the picture of th~ kiog sittin tr in a throne, on the one side 
of the seal, and on hOI "e- back on the 0 her silie, in di vel's forms, wi th vari uS in 'cri ptions 
of their name allet stiles, which you may "jew ill Speed. 13ut the king bare two lions 
rampant ollluatant ill a shidrl in his first, and three lions pas ant in his latter seal; 
borne ever ~ftc:r by our kings, a the royal arms of Englalltl. Hi first g chancellor 
Was William LOllgdlanlp. bishop of Ely, legate to th p~)pe, whom he made hi ice
roy and Justiciar of England, when he \Hllt to the Holy Land again t tile Saract!ns, , 
c()mmittlD~ the kingdom to his gO\'eNllnellt chipfiy. who illfinltely oppressed aud Iy
lalltZed over il, as all our historians evi nce. '0. taUhew Paris gives this characler of. 

I Lib. 2. tit. de Crimine lese M'aj It. • Lib. 1. c. 8 f. 16. Stan fords PI as, lib. J. c. 1, I Annal. 
pars 1'0 tt'r. p. ~';I. 5"'~, 55!j. 4 Mat. Paris his AII;.;l p ... 7. IJ .,v den. p. S ~ 8. '·abiao. pa .... 7. p. 9SSj 
S.H. Polycbr!tD. I. 7. c. Z .... Speed. 52'2. s Mat Pdri~, p •. 47, 6 ~ (jf). Hovedl;!lI. A no, 1 P. r~ pl)~ter. Willl 
olh\!fS. , S.-d. H.lt, p.53O. 7 Speed, Uist.l" 541 Dauit..ls HI t , p. : 25 , CI)I,k JUStit. (Ill LI~ll lon. 
£ 7. a. • ~e Ho\'ed~D, )fat. Paris. Nubrigen, Mut. Weltlnl, Ilolill~h .• 'I,ced, GrattOIl. . 9 iii'll A 111-\ I. 
p. I !J~. t 5li. '0 Eadt-rmus HilL p. 12.36; 20 I. Hoveden. Anna\. p. 450. 4-!)S, bO h 505, :'OV. 512, :J I S, 523. 
~ ... .530, 5'8,575. (I'U·,611 6'i), 6';7,707.7 1:2,718.721. 14.1,703, 7M, 78 2. MattI!. Parul.p 100. ' Vtllill' ulli. 
(.Otll. p. 142. ,~. Mr tielden Tnlel! of Iloltl/ur, p. 129, 12!:1. , Regist r.I'ar., 1. t' 2"0: S .~2. to :HJ ~, Var.~ • 
• S. p. 2:l. SO, 33, S.5, SlS, ." ~'. 5', 60, (12, part 35, 22. 26, 29, 31, :;5, 421 4-7. rltz. Nat. Brief" Jj.l. 
ft~l~ 6B 
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bim: Erat idem cancellarius Mazimu8 inter omnes occidentaler, ,.e.'r et sacerao! in A'lglia, 
ljui omnia pro lIiltilo duceoat, cum episcopa/i tantum dignitate non contenlus nimu atta ae 
sperare denotavi~ . . In 1!r~ma namqu? liter.arum suarum jronte, vanit!ltem et ~/ationem 
expressi!, cum dl.l'lt, Tf/zUzelmus, Del gratta, (commonly us d before, tn, and stnce that 
age, by and to bis~lOpS, pop~s, ~bb~t , in p\lbl!q~e '~rits, as we!1 as ki.ngs, as ~he. m~~
ginall authors mamfest,) EtlenSl8 eplscopUS dormm regls cance[klrzus, (otms Anulld! )usttll
ariza, ~·c. Apo8tOtic~ udi, /eoatus, ~c. Has au/em dignitates, 9uas pret 'o obtinuerat, im
mod~l'a.to e.~'cessu e.rre1'wit 'coltms lacellos, quos in earum impetratione evacuerat, rfjicere, 
~c. Th' chancellor (as is probable) had tl e custody of one part of the seal in this 
kiugs ab ence, for the better administration of ju tice, though the king carri.ed the other 
part rj the great seal with him into the wars, pretended to be there 10 t, as you shall 
presen\ly hear. I find divers of this king'& charters, letter" writs, before and after his 
v.oyage to Hie l-fuly Land, recited in lIov den.' The e charters, which, q estionle se, 
were aled with his seal, were suiJ cribed by undry witnesses; the writs al1d charters 
condn.diJl:? with.a teste meifJ60 (fpud Cldno17em, &c. The charter of the manor of adburgh 
to H ugb, bisbop of Durham, i thus dated: Datum anno primo regni n()slri 18 die Sep
tcmbris apud Eatingat, per manum Willielmi de LOtlgocampo, cancetlarii nostri. During 
this King Richard' imprisonment in . Jel'many, Henry the emperour sent letters to the 
noble of England for thi king, by William Longchamp, his chancellor. aurea bulla im
bullatis in hac forma, sealed with a golden bull, in tbis form. And, soon aft I' this· 
chancellor, William Briwere and others concluding a peace between this king and Phi· 
lip, killS of France, authorized thereto by the king's letters p tents, these commis ion
ers not onely sware to, but sealed the article of this truce, a this close of it manife ts: 
Qw:e omnia prcedicta, tit ,'ata pe1'171aneal1t et i1l(xJ1lcussa, ego Wit ' u de Rupibus, et ego 
Joannes de P1'Otellis, et ego Willielmus B"iwere, per praCe;fu} ~ • Allglice Domini nostri, 
sigitlorum nostrorum attestatione roboravtmtts. .dctum edul'Iet1! amw ab incarllotiotte 
J)omini 1 ]9S, octavo idu$ Jutii. And, the very ne t )'ear, the' letters and instrumtlJ f 
tIle truce made b~tween tho e two kings, by Drogo ano An elOle, anrl worn by them 
in the Fr nch kings behalf, have this conclusion: Et 7l0S ut omnia prcedicta sigitlis 110S' 

tris roboravimus. Actum illter Verneliuth ct Tili/ers, amw itlcarnati v,rbi 1194, 23 die 
Julii. 

KinO' Richard being released tbis very year (which \\ras the sixt of his reign) out of 
·pIi ou, and n w crowned, among other oppressive projects to raise mon y to maintain 
his war, (whicl made him an xtl'aordinary oppr slIour of his people,)· caused a new 
hI' ad seal to be made, (the portraytllre whereof you may view in Speed,) pretending 
that the old was lost, when Roger, his vice· chancellor, was drowned before Cyprll , 
and that hi chancellor, during his imprisonment, had abused this seal, wbertupoll he 
took it from him: r quiring aurl commanding that all persons, as well clergymen as lay
m n, who had charter or CQnfirmations undtr his old seal, should bring them in to be 
ren wed under his new seal; and unless they did so, that nothing which had been pass
.ed by hi old s al should bl~ ratified, or held good in law. By wllch d~vice he drew 
a grea~ n'la e of money to his treasury; subscribing his new- eated cbarters thus: This 
MIas the t nor of 0 If charter under Our first se I, w\1ich, because it was lost, and, at the 
time of our bing captiv in Almayne, in the ower of another, we caused to be chan
ged, &c. ; w~ich , Ho, eden thus relates: J:t imputon8 caflce/lario 8UO hoc per ipsumfuisse 
factum, abstulit ab eo sigillum suum et fecit sibi nO'i'Um ligillumjier; " tum quia cancel/a
rius We operatus fuent inde minus discrete, guam uset nec~sle. tum guilt sigiJlum ,/Jud 

• Annat pars po~t. p. 658,662, 667, 676 6!18, 700, 7!Z6. 750,752,7'4-, '4-',748. • Hovecien, 
Anon\. pal'S post. p. 74,1, ?4:t, 749. J Hoveden, Annal. pan poaL p. '41,749.7.'. • HoyedeD, 
Annnl, pars po t. p. 740. 7115, Speeds Hi~. p. .5+1. DaJli~l, P. 1-25. See Soli."" Gn.ftDD, ad O\bert. 

, Annal. part! post. 746, 765. 



perditui erat, quando Rogerw malu catulu,~, vice·cancellarius suus sulJ~rsu$ erat, in 
mari ante insulam de C'ypro : et prcecepit rex: quod omlles tam cleric; quam laici, qui char
tas Itahehant, 'Venire lit ad no'Vllm sigiltum suum ad cital'ta., suas renovamla$: et nisi ie
cerint; niltil quod actum/uerat per sigiltum suum vetu t ratum haberetur. PriZlerea 1'(JX 

statu it, torniamentajieri in Anglia, et charta sua cOJljirma'Vit, &c" (making them a} 0 a 
money matter,) 

By which passages it is appa 'ent, fir t, that all these king patent, charters wtre 
sealed with his great seal; s condly, that the abu e, 10 ,or ab ence of the r at~ al 
is a ufficic:nt cau e to make a new one; thirdly, that the profit made by the great 
seal, and projc:ct of raising money by new charters sealed with it, was the true ori "ina} 
cause of all sealing of charters and writs with this seal, and makin it imply nCl!,e al'y 
in law; there being no publique resolution or declaration declaring charters .ot writs 
not sealed with the great seal to be void in law, (for ought I find,) I>eforc thi project, 
unles that for-mentioned, touchinO" the Conqueror, pass f01' a law, and judgment in lhis 
particular; fourthly, that the chancellor, in this I ing' reign, bad the cu tody of the· 
great seal; the indiscreet use and abu e whereof was good ground in law to rl prive him 
of its custody. 

What the office and dicrnity of the chancellor real1y was in that age appeal's by th is 
d scription of it, written in, or near that tim : I CUllcellarii dignitas est, ut seczmdu$ 
a rege in regno lwbeatur; ttt altera patte sigilli 1'egii (ql,od el ad e}us pertinet cllstodiam) 
propria siemet mandata. Ut capella regia in ittius sit dispositione et CU1'a. Ut '(lacantes 
archiepiscopatus, episcopatus. abbatis et harol#as cadentes ill manum f'cI!'is ipse suscipiat et 
COTlservet. Ut omnibus 1'egiis assit consi/jis, etiam non 'Vocatus accedat. Ut omni sigil<iferi 
clerici regii sua manu sig71eneur. Item, ut (suffragantil1us e.-r Dei gratia 'Oitte meriti6) 
non moriatur nisi Q7'chiepiscopus, 'Ocl episcopus si 'Voluerit. And hy the Bla k Book of the 
Exchequer, attributed to Gervasius 'filburiensis, par. 1. c, 5. Canceltariu8 sicut in cztria, 
sic ad eaccarium mognllS' est: adeo ut sine ejlls C07Zsensu 'Vet consilio, nihil magnumjiat, 
veljieri debeat. VerUiTt lIoc habet ql!t'cium dum residet ad 8cacca1'ium. Ad z'psum pertinet 
custodia sigitti regii, quod est in thesouro ; sed inde nOll reeedit nisi cum prtecepto aju ticitC; 
ab inferior; adsuperius Scaccoriltm, a thesaurario 'Vel (lmerario de{ertur, ad' explenda solum 
negotia Scaccorii. QuihllS perclcti in loeu/um mittitur; et loculuj a cancellario c01lsigna
tur, et sic thesaurario traditu.r cuslodiendus, &c. The cu tody, the efor , of the great 
seal wa then reputed an un eparable part of the chancell r's office and hooo1)r. 

King John succ tding hi brothel' Richard by the nobles and peoples electioll, fa
her than by de cent, a ) Matthew Paris, with diver others, observe, had both a great 
eal and·· chanceUo1S who k pt it, with which he ealecJ divers 'harters; among, 

others. one letters patents sigilto nost,-o mUlIitas to the archbishop of Cant rbury, monks, 
and other prelates persecut d by him, restoring them to their libertie and po tssiona, 
which was dated the 13th day of May, in the 14th year of his reign: Another, dated 
the 15th of the same month, at the house of the Temrlars, near DO\'er, (cllartam si~illo 
nostro nlllnitam,) of his most detestable resignation 0 the kingdom and crown of Eng
land tO'the pope, deliverd to Pandulph, the pope's legate, (to whom he did homa"e 
for England and Ireland after this uTrender;) which chartel', first ealed with wax, and 
after delivered to Pandulph, was, the arne year, afterwards in. the cathedral chur h of 
8t Paul, berert the high altar, in the presence of the clergy and people, auro, bullala 
est, sealed with gold, and deli ered to NichoJas, bishop of 'fu culan, the pope's legate, 
to the use of the pope and church of Rome. to whom he then did homage, to his eter
nal infamy; which 80 much discontented his nobles, prelates, and people, that they took: 

.. Spel anni. Glo_rium. p. 128. • Id est Capitali. Julticiarii Angli:e. 1 Hilt. Anglo p, IS!), 100. 
n~.See ~lm.n and Tbinne. Mat~" PariI, Hist. Angl. p. 225, 2~7, 237, 2~ \0 ~ , Mauhew Wesllll., 
nlHllIIhed, Seeed. aad otben. 
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up arms against him, aod in'iQfCed ~itn! in ~n assembly and tr~aty at Running~mead •. to 
grant them the great charter of theIr hbertJes, and chartel' of the fore t, ratified wIth 
his seal oath, witoes es SUb$Cf\ptiollS, the bishop's excommunications, and pope's bull · 
and tll; n sent hi'S I tters patent~ to all the counties of' England, commanding the she: 
riff: to swear all the men within their bailywjcks to observe the said laws and liberties, 
thus granted and ratified in the 17th year of his reign. J n brief. the:: charter of the truc.e 
between King John and King Philip of FranceJ regi tred in' Hovedeu, was sealed with 
his, seal; concludin,. thu~: Qua ut perpetuum 1'obu~ obtineant, prtCse-ntem ,char/am 
autfloritate sigilli nostri corroboramus, amlO 1 ~OO, mense Maii. 

In thi king's rei~n, the chancellor's place (tluough the benefit of the eal) bpcame 
so gainfull,. that Walter de Gray (afterward archbiohop of York) proffered the king 
5006 ~arks, pro habenda cancellaria (whicb was then no court, hut the office of ma
king and se~li'ng royaH writs and charters) lJomini 1'egi,r tota vita sua, et pno habenda 
inde c/farta Dom. r~lTis i which gr at place he then obtained, Ot' rather purchased by 
hi money, not mer'jts. 

King Henry nr. coming to the crown (by the lords and commons 1 election, rather 
than by descent) when he wa but nine years and some odd month old, in he ninth 
year of his reign, ratified" Magna Charla and the charter of the forest in parliament, UD

der hi hand and cal, with witnes e thereunto subscriberl ; and, commanding as Illany 
charters to be eJ1gl'os ed a there wtre counties in England, et re~io sigi/lo 11Iunitis, and 
rat,ifiecl with the royal s ai, he sent one of the gl'e,at chart 1'8 into every shire, a done 
cllarter of the fore t into every county where th re weI' rests, to be there res rved. 
But this unconstant king coming to age whhin two years after,s in 3 parlinment at 
Oxfor(l, (a fatal place for ill advice to our kings,) through ill nse1, to the great di -
content of his nobles nod commons, annulled the charter e fOI~est, declaring it 
void, ~ grante in his non-age, when he had no pow r of himself, nor of his seal, and 
so of no validity; and causing proclamation to be made, tbat both the clergy, and all 
others, if they would enjoy these liberties, should I'euew their charters, sort have them ' 
cOflflt1l'led under his new seal, (which he had then caused to he made, only by way of 
ploject to rais money, as Richard the First bad done j) for which the);, were constrained 
to pay, not according to their ability, but the will of the chi fjusticc, Hugh de Burgb, 
to whom wa laid the charge of thi mis bief; which procured him the general hate of 
the kingdom, and pegat a new ill "urrection of the lords and commons, who, taking 
up arms h renpon, nforcC'd the ki:ng to call a parliamtnt, anel th 'rein to nt:w ratify 
the chart rS,ll.t his full age. In this king's reign, all pal nts, if not writ and com .. 
mi~ ion loo, u "uaUy i sued under the great or lesser ai, of which tiler are divers 
pr edents xtant in Matthew Paris, and in the claue and patent rolls of this king, to 
which I sh"1I IdeI' )Ou~ And uch notice was then taken of the rtigllity and l1ecfssi
ty of the king's slal to charters and writs, that Htnry de nract()n. a famous Jaw),,,r in 
tho day~, writes t'xpr ~sly, "That it was no 1(:' s than tr~allon to counterfeit the king's 
seal." , Est et olilld gmus cri1llini~' kS(f majestatis, quod itller graviora Ilumeratur. quiQ 
ultimunl indllcit 8Upp~lciltm et mortis oceasilJlltm; 8Clt. (:rimel1 jauI, quod ill quadam sui 
spfcie, itmgit corOl/am Domini f·t8is. {It.u ljuis (Jceusalus jut:rit vel C()flVi"IUI jalsiji
.cati(mis ~i,gl"l })()f'I!ini 7'l'gis, ccmigllo'lldo inde chQl tas vel brevia (writs then were &ealt'd 
with the king's seal, as well as patents) tt apponc:1ldo signa adulterilUI; 9"0 casu, si i1J· 

• Annal. p. 814,815. 
• In dQr 0 RoL. 6nium hujus anni; at Spelmanni, Glossarium p. IS!, 132. Thin', Catalop 0' Chace). 

lor. , 
I Fox, Act lind Monum nta, elil. ult. vol. I. p. J334. S(lf'ed. p. MI. 
• l\lutlb. PQ~i I HisL. p. 311. ' pe 0, p. b99. Polychrolllc(IQ, Fabian, HqliD 
s l\latlh Pan p. 324-, 325. DlIlllt'l, p, lbl, l~j. Holilllhl.-d, Spt-t·d, Grafwe 
, BracLou, I. 2. de crimine lelia: :M.j~tatii. ~ee :)\&IO{ord', PIca, fol. 2. 



!Ceniatur illde culpabili8 'Del leJsttUS Ii ftJtlrrt.lntum "tm habuerit, 'pr() 'Nlutalate regis judi .. 
cium lustin~bit, How the lord chancellors were elected, and the great eal disposed of 
by parliament, in ,this king's reign, I have l elsewhere related, and shall touch again 
anon, 

King EdwaTd r. coming to the crown, and proclaimed king during his ab ence in 
th Holy La'nd, his· 'C lords and tates, without his privity, made both a new great sell 
and chancellor to keep it; with which, in the 25th year of hi reian. he' confirmed 
the great oharter ancl larter of the forest in parliament, And in another parliament, 
in the ~8th year of hi r ign, it Wl;'S enacted," th t the great charter of th lib rties 
of England, and charter of the forest, shall be del!vere~ to ev ry 8h riff of Englaml, n. 
d r the king's great s ai, to be read fonr several time III the year before the p ?ple, in 
the full coullty. And for these two charters to be firmly ob el'yed ID e\!try pomt and 
artide, (wh rein no remedy was before at common law,) th I'e hall be eho en in every 
shire court, by the S commonalty of the said shire, three suh tantial knights, or other 
lawful, wisp, ami well dit;po~d person, to be justices; which hall be a igned, by t e 
kill ~'s lellers patents, under the great seal, to hear and determine (without any oth ,I' 
writ but only th ir ('omrnis!>ion) such plaint as ball ue made aaain t all tho e as 
commit or off nd against any pultlt contained in the toresaid article, ill til shir ~ 
wh re they be as. icnrd, a well within fr nchi e as without, c. AI ,6 that all the 
king's taker, purveyors, or ratour , from henc fcnth hall have their wanant with them 
uncleI' the king's great or petty ai, d claring their authority, and the things where f 
they have power to make price or purveyance, the which warrant tht'y shall be\\' to 
them· whose goods they take. before that they take any thing: And, chap. 6, There 
shall no writ from henceforth, that loucheth the c mmon law, go forth under any of 
the petty seals." 

These are the statute laws extant, pre cribing that the king' charters, patents, com .. 
li sions, warran~ , w~i t8, .should i sue forth under the gr. at Of pet.ty seal, ' though they 

did so u ually before has reIgn, rather through custom, which crept m by lIttle and little 
by degrees, from Edwa'rd the Conle SOl" daie unto thl very parliament, a the pre: 
mi s evidence, till it got the reputation of a I ceived c mtnon law and u ag , and at 
last \Va thus established, as simply ·\leees ary, by these pre ent acts; which settled the 
la\v in oint of nece ity of lSeallllg all writ, charters, patents with the great eal and 
added uch majesty to the seal It ' Jf, that Hritton, an eminent judge and lawyer,' flou
rishing in this king's reign, (wnLin t , his book, as in thi king'!; name,) resolves (;Kpres. 
ly, c.::S. f. 10, &c" M. f. 10., that thC7 countert' itiug of the klDg's seal i high treason' 
and the justice ought to enquire concerning the falsifier ' of the seal; not only whethc; 
a y have actually counterfeited it, hut, abo, whether any have hauged any cal by an 
engyn to any charters without license; or, havjlJlr tollen Of taken away any s aI, or other
wi e finding it, have JeaJ~d w.nt~, without oth, r ~uthority. And, chap. 4 • E.vceptiolls 
aUI B1'~je, p. Iii, he wntes, It I a good exceptIOn to abate a Writ, St Ie Brf/je 71e fuit 
'UlIques e,ueaJe de ,wsl,'e sUlI; ()u i Ii (Irdmalilc et Ie seal de ',Wat:e c!ttlu1lcer,y n~fo!·t point 
ClmtellU. And Andrew Horne, another gr at I wyer, hvlU' an, or near tius tune in 
bill lyrour of Justict:8, ('sp. 3. bect. 6. lJ' 191, among exceptiolls to the power of'the 
j~dge, enumerate this fur one :-if the c.:olllmi. ion be not lIealed with the king' great 

e4\ of the ehanerry : Co.r al privg seal. e/ rog,.M alseal d'e9chequel', ou autre s.~al,f()rsque 
lolemelll al st:lll que at uSIlK"e de~ COIlU de Ie omZ/wlt] del people et Il()Smement cllJurlsdicl iun

l 

• See the St'cond Pllrt of the SoM'r('ign P"Wtr of PariiameDtI, p. 'B to 9S. 
• Mlluh. W' t. c\ 04m\·I, in 1 &!w, J. 

C nnrlNltio Chartarum, 25 Edw. 1. and Cook', lnstltul.t' 011 it. Wallingham. Hi". Ang. p. 35 to ... 
• Aru('uh !Iupe'r Cbartll • ch. 'l. Couk'*, nbU\ute un tbt: Alta. 
S ,'bt' pf'Opl\) &ilea bad po".r to e1c~ 'new weir j"d~ and jubticQ, eYCIl by acL of parl~mcDt. 
o Chap. Ie ~ See a E.d • .L up. 15. 
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et bres twiginals, ne estoif a nul obeyer des Zeie8 et usa'!es del royalme, Ii non so/eme1lt pur Ie 
roy_ Du elte P'!t1Vf ee viciol{Se. pur Ie seal counterfeit, ou ou(erment fausu. This falsi
fying of the kmg,s seal tq Wrtts, ~ap. 1. 8~Ct. 6, Dc. Fausonners, p: 28! 29, he makes 
a rime next to h1gh trea~on; whICh forgmg, he a1th," may be 10 dlv~rs manner : 
as where a writ is sealed, whereof the grosse and matter, or the form is not avowable 
by the king, nor by the law, nor by the right and customs of the realm ( if a 'man seal 
afte'r ' that the chao-cellor or other keeper knoweth tha he hath lost his warrant s, by 
deilth, or any other manner; when a wtit or letter passeth ~he seal against the king's 
defence; When men seal with counterfeit seals, 01' seal by ill art, or wartants nat 
avowable; ahcl so it is falsehood in those who seal and have no ' authority." Ano 
chap. 4. sect. !i. p. ~ss: Thus 'our ancients ordained a seal, and a chancellor for 
to keep it, and to give remediable writ to all persons without delay. The~, des
cribing what manner of writs mu t issue, he concludes thus = "And .now m~y justices, 
sheriffs, and their clerks, withdraw, rase, amend, and impair them, without di cerning 
or pain, for the writs that are made close to the abuse of rigllt." Whtlrefore, the eal 
only is the juri diction assignable to all p,laintiffi without difficulty. And to do this, 
the chancellor is chargeable, by oath in allegiance of the charge of the kiug, that he 
shall S neither deny nor rl c:1ay to render right remedjable to anyone. ' 

Thus ha,ve' I gi've~l you a brief historical and legal narration of the original, growtll, 
progress, use, and necessi ty of the great seal of England) and of the manner o,f making, 
subscribing, and sealing charters, patents, writs, with other instruments, '1!1 our realm, 
ftom lEthelbert's first charter, anno 605, tHl the end of King Edward' the First his reign, 
when seals and' sealing grew more common, and our ordinary law books (which recite 
few or none of the, premises) began to make mention of als and sealing; of whose 
antiquity, kinds, and present Use, in POil)t of law, if any desire further satisfaction, 

·let them consult with Polydor Virgil, De nmentdr'i.hlls Rerum, lib. 8. cap. 2. HenT'ie; 
Spelmani Glossarium, title Bulla, Rastal's EXPQ ition of the rms of the Law, title 
Faits, Sir Edward Cooke's Institutes on Magna Charta, pa 1564, 555, 556, his 11 til 
Repol't, 1. 9~', and :Ashe's TaLles, title Seats~· it being n my intention to trouble 
the reader here with trivial common thing concerning seals or realing, but only 
with such antiquities and raritie:i as are not commonly k wn, nor mentioned in our 
law books. 

The King$ and Parliaments uveral and joint Interests in, and Portier o'Ot!r the New-Ma-
, kmg, Keeping, Ordering of tlte Great Seal of Eng/and. 

HaVIng thtls traced out the original, progress, use, and necessity of the great seal, 
through the obscure path of abstruse antiquity, w~th as much variety, perspicuity, bre
yity as possible, I shall, in the next place, ummarily examine what several or joint in-
1erests- the king, kingdom, and parliament have in, wIlat power or jurisdiction over 
the great seal of England, both in respect of tht: new-making, keeping, or using there
ef. 

For the better aS80iling of which grand question, now in publick agitation, I shall pre
mise these three propositions and distinctioDs, which will much conduce to the cleat
ing and resc::>lution of this doub.t. 

First" tbat our kings great aud Pltty seals, when origibally invented~ and whiles the 

• To wit', in 1 Edw. L or when the great. seal was fint introduced, in Edward the Coofeuon cia,.. 
• Magna Chart. cap. 29. 
s Sc 9 Edw. I.; tile oorrection ofthe twclfih chap. of the Staillte ofGloceitu; 20 111-. I.; DtDODJIOD" 

Bendo in A.ssisais,; 3.4t .Edw. L cap. 6 ... 
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use of them was only private, or merely arbitrary, not simply necessary in point of law, 
in the administrat.ion of justice, or transactions ~f the publick ~ffair~ of the realm, were 
proper and pecuhar to themselves alone, and lD theIr own dlsposlDg power only, as 
every private' man's seal now is, they u ing them only a private, not as pubIicke per
sons, 10 their natural, not politick capacities. But after that the e seals, by use and 
custom, became simply necessary for the publick execution of justice and affairs of the 
realm, and our kings made use of th~m in their politique capacities, a head or supreme 
governour of. the rea.lm, and publick ~inisters thereof, th~ whole ~ins:dome a~d par
liament, by tJl\S occaSIOn, and upon tillS reason, came to gam a publJck toter 8t ln, aitd 
jurisdiction over these seals, as well as our kings; (even as in all other infeJ:iQr corp -
at' ons; the commonalty as well as the mayors in cities and buroughs; the chapters as 

well as bi hops or deans; the convents as well as the abbots or priors; the wardens, 
assistants, and the whole company, as well as the masters; the fellows of colleges as 
well as the presidents, have a publJck interest in, and power over their sev rail corpo
ration-seal, made on!y for their common good and affairs,) as I &haH manifest in the 
sequel I. And in this respect the great seal came to he commonly called I the great 
seal of England in our acts, as in 14 and 15 Hen. VIlI. c. 4, ~4 and ss Hen. VIII .. 
c. ~6, I .Ed. VI. c. 44., Sand 4 Ed. VI. c. 12, 2 and 4 Phll. and Ma . cap. 20, 
1, 5 Eliz. cap. 1, 8, Eli~. cap. 1, 13 E.liz. cap. 6, 7, 9, 18 Eliz. cap. ~, 23 Eliz. cap. 
14, 39 Eliz cap. 6, 43 l!:liz. cap. 4, 5 Eliz. cap. ) 8; an act declaring the authority 
of the IOI·d.keeper of'the g(eat seal of England (frequently thus stiled in this act) and 
the lord-chancellor to be one; I J ac. c. ~8, 1 Car. c. 2. 16 Car. c. 1, with ndry 
ather acts, to omit law books and histories. And being thu become the great seal of 
England, the parliament (the repre entative body of the whole realm of England) must 
necessarily have an interest in, and juri diction over it in all publick re peet s, even so 
far as to new-make it when there is need, and to dispose it for necessary affairs of par
liament anu the realm, when the old seal (the proper $eal of the parliament) is pur
~osely sllbstracted, y a, denied them, for necessary and publick u es. 

Secondly, that after the great seal became common and necc sal'y to most puhlick 
affair, in which [egard the whole kingdom nd parliament came to have a fight in, 
and power over it, so, in other respects, the killg still retained a peculiar interes1; 
and prerogative in it, in all arbitrary matters of royall grace amI favour, to which be is 
no w~ys obliged in point of law; in which resp(~ct it i call d the king's great seal : as, 
first, in cases of general or particular charters of pardon; secondly, of indenization or 
enfranchisement; thirc1ly, of erecting new corporations, or confirming old; fourthly, 
of di pensing with some kind of laws, penalti s, anu forfeitures; fifthly, of confer
ring some kind of less publick offices, and annuities for sen' ices p rformed, or to be 
exe uted; sixthly, of granting new liberties or franchises of grace to corporations or 
pri va te subjects; seventhly, of cr ating or conferring new honours on des rving men; 
eightly, of licenc s for mort-mains, improprialions, ali 11ation. , con crations of new 
c1lUrches or chappels, &c.; ninlbly, of publick collectiolls for p r ons or towns dis
tressed through fire, shipwreck" or other casualties; tent11ly, of private negotiations 
with foreign prince, state, or SUbjects, and sOnle kind of protections, commissions of 
grace, rather than right Qr ju tice. In all these, and 8uch like particulars of meer grace" 
or less publick concernment, the kingdom and parliament neither properly 11ave, nor. 
pretended to have any pub lick right or jurisdiction over the great or petly seals, but 
leave them abaolutdy tree to the king, as if they were his own private seals al~)Oe ; 
o far forth as hi charters, pardons, grants, licences, dispensations, protections, com .. 

tOur anc:ier.telt statute. caU i& iadelioite)y the Great seal, as 2 Edw. 1I1. slat. 3. c. 8, with others. 
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mill' ions of thi kind are con$onant to the laws and statutes of the realm, and not re
puO'nant to them. 

Thirdly, the parliat:nent and whole kingdom, as to all publick aft: irs of state, and 
tfle admi;1istration ofj~ tice to all the s~qjccts, ba,th 'ommitted the making lawfull u e, 
power, and eli ' I?O ~,l ~)t the great. cal ot hngland ,In trust t~ lh~ klllg. as to ,the ~ul~r~llIe 
nlarr i ·trate and.J • tH'lIlr. ov ' r whICh they nt;!vcr clall11 a COllstltutmg ()l' d S pO':; J[lg JUrisclic 
ti()l~ whiles jt i ril-{htly mana,r d according to I, w. But it' this eal be t'ither wiltully 
abus d or subtract c1, cOlltrary to law or trust, to the prejudj(;e of the km J'llolll, the 
obstruction of puhll ·k ju 'lice, or violation of the privileges of p riiament, ' n<l not re
dre '~ed. after "eral complaint. and petiti I)S of the hOllst's to the kihg fvr retof"la. 
tiQO of thi:; ~rit'val)('e; whetlH'r tlw whole kingdom, or parliament, in ~uch a case as thi , 
who have authority t() .. til) d the gril1vanl'e~, the abuses, or wilflli/ absence of the 
great seal, and app()i~lt a keeper of it, fnr sUPplylIlg the ab 'ence, r gulj:llin er the at>u es
of the old, l'emovin yo obstructions of publit:l j ' Li 'e, filling up the common's house, by 
i suing writs to elect knights and b~J'ges e" In LIIe plac s of lIch as are dead or justly 
expelled, (noW' del)ied,) sealiug of writ of nou!' ill parliament, and other slich pub
lick parHamentary atiair , n ees arily' reqlliring tb~ presence of the great s al (the pro
per seal of the high co~rt Qf p(~rliall)ellt, which bath no oth.er se 1 but it) and the lord
chancellor) (the oruillal,'y . peaker Q the. lord ' hou e, uy virtue of his very office ill all 
ages,) and so his aud the great seals presence ahsolut Iy lIeCf liar)" lIole ' di pen ed 
with hy the hOllse, l1p~>n inevitablt; occa Lot) 0 abs"nce, 45 the sol que'tion now in 
debate, and under correction in this case: and, for these publick end alone, 1 humbly 
conceive the parliament both lawfully O)ay cause a n w great seal of England to be 
engra,'en, con titute chaocello)' to keep it j and se:-.I writs fvr new ele \i ms. _ writs of 
~rrour in parliament, with other nece. ~al'y wl'j and c Hnl1~is,jion8 \\ ith it, for the p lb· 
lick administration, expedition of' ju \ i 'e, t he bet~ er transacLion of all polIli menlary 
stale atiair., now obstructed, to which the gl't8L s al is rt'qui:;lte. 

This 1 sllaU endeavour to mak good hy preced nts. hy reason of law and 'state· po. , 
liey b ginning wilh tht: new making', and then pl'o<:fe<iing to the keeping and urd r .. 
in~ of th seal, dll\'ing tlTe PI' sent differences and nec.:es ·ity. • 

First, ,ther are two memprable prt'ceti('ols in our hi to/ ies and record, of making a 
new gr at s al by the commons il parljan (:,I,t, without the king' actual aSltent, "1lIcll 
will over-rule our pl't: ent at: 1 shall Leg;in with tb aJl€iClltC:,t of thelll,' King litory 
the Third d parli, g thi life whil hi ()u, Pril e E(lwarc~, \I'a ' Illllilating iu tilt: He)ly 
Land a<'l'ainst ellri t's n mie, hereupoll th nobles and f>tates bSllllhled at tbe Hew' 
Templ , in London, the day aft r the klllg's fUIl~ml, proclaimed PI'IIlC Ed \ ani his so 
kina, ordained him uc\c or of hi., fa.lher" hOllours j ttl ugh they kllt'w not whet Icr ho 
"'Pore living; et facto sigiilo novo, writt Matthew Wef>tllliu~t:tr: Aud c .. u ing a neW' 
seal. to be mad, (so lJaniel,) they appoinl~d t'ctithful mini~ters and keepers, till' the 
fa,ithful custody I olh of the eal, kin )"s tl easure, l4ud kiugoolll's pt'act' Lo. ht'l'~ a ue,\\'" 
great al made by the lo~'d all stat s in the king's aIJst'llC('t \\'lIho this prj"ll,}', tor 
nece 'sary execution of jus lice, either in ao aS~l1lblJ" out of parliament, (as some sup· 
pO 'c this me ting was,) or at lea1)t-wise ill a parliam nt, aS3CllIbi <I, helel ; yea. ordaining 
a new gr at ai, new officer of king and state, without the king' "resell'e or pri\·itJ. 
and then it i our pre ent ea e in d\t:.::t; for jf this as. emhly of I be states, even out of. 
or, in parliament, ill this <:a e f nece ity, duriog the kiog's inevitalJle ab~ence, mIght 
lawfully make both a n w· great seal, 'hancellor, treasurer, judge, justices of peace, 
and other officers of king and stat , (m~ they did, atlJ conceived they 111ightjustly 00 
none then, or since; disavow'llg or ensuring this act of theirs, fur ought 1 read, bu 

I, Mnltb. Wt.t. An. 121,2, pag 352. lIornet ~Jyr. p. 23S. HoR'. p. 15. DuUe1".HiaL. p. 185. Set 
'llll;ini .. Hiat. Ang. p. 1,2. 'l'tcd» lil.t. p. 64b. \ ~lIg. Ypocl. ~eu.lAN. p. 67. 

a. 
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all appl~uding it !is lem) then certainly. this parliament, asse.mbled and rat.i(j~d ~Y ~he 
king himself, bemg We greate t so erelgn power. and havlOfr far mor JurlS<.ilCllon 
than any councilor a embly of lord out of parliament, may much more justly anel 
loyally cause a new great seal to be enO'raven, and appoint a keeper of it, during the
wilful absence of the kina and old great seal, for parliament, (contrary to all Jaw and 
former prece(tents,) for the be ter expedition of ju tice, and tran action of the affair of 
the parliament, being the parliamenfs proper seal, find anciently appointeci by it, a 
Horne's preceding 'words import.' ' 

'I'he second precedent i that of King H Dry the Sixth hi r ign, who, being but an' 
infant of nine month age when the crown d ('euded to him, ther s i u d forth a 
commission, in this babes name, to Humphry, duke of Glouc ter, hi unci, then pro
tector, to summon and hold a parliament in 11is name; which being as embl d, Num. 
14, the bishop of Durham, lord-chancellor to Henry the Fifth, resign d up the old al 
of England to King Henry the ixth, in the pre ence of divers €redible witoe s; and 
the bi hop of London, chancellor of the dutchy of Normandy, r signed lip al 'o-the seal 
of that dukedom to him: After which, N urn. ) 5, it was na<.:ted and provided, by th 
lord-protector, lords and commons in that parliament. that, for a much a the inheri~ 
tance of the kingdoms and crowns of <rance, England, and Irelaull are now lawfully 
descended to the king, which title was not xpres d in the king's seal, whereby gr at 
peril might accrue to the king, if the said in criptiQn were not reformed, ac on.1iug to 
his title of inheritance,-that therefore, in all th king's seal, a well in England a. in 
lreland, Guyen, and Wales, thi new tile should be engrav n,-IIenri 'IlS Dei gratta, 
Re:r Francice, et Anglice,' et Dominus Hiberni~, accordirlg to the effect of hi inheri. 
tances; blotting out what oev r was formerly ID them lip rflllous, or contrary to the 
said tilt:: and that command hould be given to all keep r of the said eal of the 
Jcing, to r form them without d Jay, accor ling to tb form aud £feet of the new al 
.. fore aid . Numb. 16, The lords and commons iu this parliam nt con titute and or
dain a new lord-chauccllor of England, lord-trea urer, and ke p I' of th pri v -seal 
granting them sCfveral. lett~rs paten~s.of tbr e ffi in par\iam n,~, in th ' king's' name: 
And, N lim. 17, he lJbertle , annUltle , and offic grant d by KlOg H my th 1 ift", 
and hi ancestors, to souldi r in foreign parts were confirm d in parliament, and th ir 
patents ordered to be ealed with the king's new s al , without paying any fe . 

Here we have not only the great, but privy eal, yea, all the king's seal' ill ngland 
Ireland. France, Wale, resigned, altered, ordered to be new made, and th chancellor' 
a d keepers of them expressly created by lord and common in parliament, without any 
pC!r onal actual con ent of the king, (then an inHlllt.) for the ne cary aom;n; tration 
of j ustice, and great affairs of the realm; no man ev~r que tioning, much Ie s cen u
ring this act of theirs, as illegal or trea onable, within the tatute of 25 E. S., of count 1'

feiting the i<ing's s ai, but all approving it as just and neces ary. Ther fore, doubtle s 
tll present parliament may dot the like in thi llnlJarallel'd a , both of th king' lord: 
k pers, the 'great and privy seals wilfull absence and sub traction from the parliament 
of,purpose to obstract all proceedings in pa~ iament, and the cour ~ of common ju tic : 

fhese two famou~ precedents are not smgular, . but backed With the auLl~ority of 
Judge Horne. fore-cited, p. 15, and mnny other of hke nature and reason. ev n m print
ed statutes. 

1 he statute of Acton Burnel, made in the ) Slh year of King Edward the Fir&t for 
II the more speedy recovery of the merchants debts, give the mayor of London York 
aijd llri tol, authorjty to take recognisances of debts before them, to be made' by th~ 

1 Pa~e 15. ~ Hall, tow, Speed, }fIJlin h. raCton. 
J 1 Hen. VI. p. Rot. ParI. 1 Hen. VI. Num. 1. &c. The Seomd Pilrt of tbe Sovereign Puw r of Parli 

mtUt and KingdvlDs, (",bere I have lranacribed these rcc rds at J rg ,) p. 6S \.0 W. 
• OL. IV. 4 c . 
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clerk appointed for that purpose; whereunto the seal of th ebtor shall be put, with 
the kings seal, that shall be provided for that purpose: the wInch seal shall remain in 
the keeping of the mayor and clerk aforesaid. And the kinO's seal shall be put unto 
the sale and delivery of the goods devi able for a perpetual witne . " We have here a 
new seal of the king , with special keepel' of it, appointed for recognisance., and the 
uses thereof limited, by a pedal act of parliament, co firmed in another parliam nt, 
touching statute merchants, made the same year, 1 S E. )'J which further enacts, "tbat 
an.other shall be provid ci, that shall serve for fairs; and that the same shall e sent un· 
to every fair, under the kinO' seal, by a clerk sworn, or by the keeper of th~ fair. And 
of the commonalty of London two merchants shall b chosen, that shall swear, nod the 
eal shall be open before them; and one piece hall be delivered unto the foresaid mer

chants, and the other shall r main with the clerk." 1 S H. ~. c. 6. ~ . & s E. 6. c. S J. 
Second, those acts, 27 E. 3. parl. 2. c. 1, 9, enact, " that the mayor of the taple shall 
llave power to take recogni ances of debts, which a man will make before him, in the 
presence of the constables of the staple, 01' one of them: And that in every the said 
staple be a seal ordained, remaining In the custody of the said mayor of the staple, 
under the seals of the same constables;" which is again enacted, 15 R. 2. c. 9. & 8 H. 6. 
c. ] 8. • 

The acts of 1 ~ R. 2. c. S & 7. ordain, " That a seal of the kin s shall be made, assiO'ned, 
and delivered to the keeping of some good man of the hundJ'ed, rape, or wapentake, 
city, or burrough, after the dis retion of the ju tices of peace, to be kept to this intent, 
to make letters pat nt to s rvants, lahollrel' , vagabond , pilgrims, who sball have oc
casion to d p~rt out of the hundred, rape, or wapentake where they li"c, to erve 
01' dwell els where," &c: and thM " Aboltt the sam shall b written the name of 
the county, and, overthwart the sai I seal, the name of the hundred, rape, or wapent ke, 
city, 01' burrough." And 14 It. 2, c. ~ 1. enacts, "That seals be n ade for the er
vants, and d livered unto the keeping of 1\001 good men of the count , after the pur-
port of the said statutes." Iere the king's new seal, form of it, and keepers too, ar 
ordered by parliament. 

The tat utes of 27 E. S. c. 4. S R. 2. c. 2. 15 R. 2. c. 10. 17 R. 2. c. 2. prescribe 
" A new seal to the kino' aulnegeor and collector of su idies, wherewith all cloaths 
hall be sealed before they be sold, under pain of torfeitu ." 1 H. 4. c. 19. and 9 H. 

4. c. ~. it was enacted, That" certain cloaths should be seal d b th m for three 
years." 4. H . 4. c. 6. nact," That on 'ufficient man hould be assigned by our sove
reign lord the king to seal the clothes that shall be wrought and fulled in London, and 
tIl sl~burb of th 'arne, with '3 seal of lead, all of old time was u eel in the said city and 
suburbs." 11 H. 4. c. 6. ordain, "That a new seal, having a sign and mark ddfering 
:fi'om the old epal of the office of the kiDg's aulnegeor, shall be made and deli,'ered to 
the aulnegeors: And that after the arne 0 newly mad and delivered, proclamation 
shall be made in the we t, and in oth I' places through the realm, that no cloaths hall 
be sold, (of uch sorts m ntiooed io the act,) before the aulnegeor hath searched and 
measured them, and set the new seal of his office to then);" which is confirmed by 13 
H. 4. c. 4. This seal, by 11 H. 6. c. 9, is stiled, " The kings seal, thereunto ordain d 
and prescribed to be put to cloaths: so, 1 Ii H. 6. c. 16, a line is prescribed to be sealed 
for the mea uring of cloth." 8 E. 4. c. 1. enacts, " 1 hat broad cloaths shall be 5 aled 
by the klOg' auln geor, or sealed with the seals of the subsidy and aulnegeor therefore 
ordained, and in wax." And 4 E. 4. c. 1, That for" ker ies and bort cloths a seal of 
lead shall be ordained, and, h. the treasnrer of England for the time being, providl!tl 
and hang d at he 10\ 01' part of the dge of the said cloth: and that the treasurer 0 

England for the time being shall have power and authority to make such and so many 
keepers of the said seals as he shall think necessary; so that no stranger bom be made 
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any of the said keepers." 17 E. 4. c. J. 1 R. S. c. 8, and other statutes enact the like. 
'5 H. 8 c.8. 27 H. 8. c. S. and" E. 6. c. 2. bE. 6. and 6.2 and S Phil. and Mary, 
12. 4 and 5 Phil. and Mary, c. 5. 8 Eliz. c. 1~. 2~ Eliz. c. 9, with other acts, prescribe 
I' divers sorts of seals of lead, to seal cloaths withal, containing the length, or length 
and breadth of the said c oaths. some of the seals for ill clothes to havefaultie engraven 
in them; ottiers, that are dyed and madered, the letter M, and the like; some to be kept 
and affixed by the 3ulnegeors, others by the searchers appointed in every county, town, 
or burrough. ' • uch variety of seals, and keepers of them, have these everal parliament 
prescribed, only for cloth, which yet they stilt! the kings seal, though neither mad , ke t , 
disposed of, nor the form prescribed by him, but the parliament. ee the like for lea-
ther, 5 Eliz. c. S. . 

The statute of 11 H. 6. c. 6. makes mention of seals assigned to the cu tomeI'S office, 
and punisheth the abuses of them, set to blank scrowls, with forfeiture of goods, as in 
case of felony. 

12. Ed. 4. c. S, the statute of tunnage and poundage, for guarding the sea, enacts, 
u Cloath of gold, silver, band kin, velvet, tlama k, atyn, chamlets, silk, &c., brought 
from beyond the sea, shall be ealed in one end t.her of, before it be sId, with the 
seal or mark especially to be ordain d for .the same, whereof the collector of that sub
sidy shall have the one part, and the compt.roller the other part, severally, in their cus-
tody;" which is confirmed by 4. H. . 6. and 21 H. . c. ~l. . 

14 and 15 H. 8. c. S. appoints a several" warden of the worsted-makers, in the towns 
of Yarmouth and Lynne, to be annually eho en, and s rve to urveiO'h and search 
the worsted there made; and that the warden of Yarmouth, so elect and sworn, shall 
ordain and appoint a seal, with the letter Y, and the warden of Lynne a seal, with the 
letter L, to be ngravell in the same seal; and to seal in lead, with the ame seals, so to 
be appointed and engraven, and none other, all worsteds and flannins within the r town& 
a d their uburbs." J4 and 15 H. 8. c. 5. ordains a special common seal for the corpo
ration and college of physician in London. 

~7 H. 8. c. 27, which establishes the court of augm ntation, and prescribes the se
veral officers in i~, with the oaths they hall take, tnuct likewise, "That this court shall 
have on great seal, and one privy seal. to be engraven and made after ucb form, fashion, 
and manner as shall be appointed by the king's highness, that the chancellor of this 
court shall have the keeping of th e eals, which shall remain and be order d a in that 
act is at large declared." The statute of 33 H. 8. c. 89, whi h erect the court of Bur
veyors, prescribes a particular seal for that court, the pers n by whom it shall be kept, 
a d how it shall be used, together with all the officers of that court, their oaths and fees. 
o 34 H. 8. c. 26, .enacts, " That there shall be several original and judicial seals made 

fol' the several counties and circuits of Wales; prescl'ib the everal parties that shall 
k p these s~als, what writs and processes they shall al with them, and what ees 
they shall take for them'" as you way read at large in the act. In like mann Jr, the 
statutes of 32 H. S .. c. 46. and 83 H. 8. c. ttcal. enact" The court of ward and liveries 
to be a court of record; and that they shall have one eal, to be engraven and maoe after 
s ch form, fashion, and manner ~s shall be appointed by the king' highness, which shall 
remain and be ordered as is atterward declared in tho e acts;" pre ribing who shall 
keep it, how it hall be u ed, and what fee hall be paid for it. And S~ H. 8. c. 45. 
ordains" a particular seal for the court of first-fi'uits and tenths, which it erects, with 
the officers that shalJ keep it, their oaths, and fees for :lealing with it." True it is, the e 
tatutes leave the form and fasbion of these seals last mentioned to the king's appoint .. 

m nt (which lhey might have likewise prescribed, as in th~ former acts,) being a mat· 
ter of no great momeut; but the keeper, use, ordering, and tees of all tbes seals are 
PUnctually limited by thp parliament, and not left ar itrary with the kmg. 

And; to trouble you WJth no more acts of this nature) the statute of 1 E. 6. c. 2. en.-
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act That <I a ll archbishops and spiritual p rsons, under the pain of a premunire, even 
in tile kin g-'s ecclesiastical courts, hall make out all their processes in the king's name, 
with the kino"s stile, QS it ~s in writs, .origin' 1 and judicial, at the common law, and h~ll, 
from t il e first day of July, have.in their seals of office the king's highne ses arme&, de
cently se t, with >certain harect under the armes, for the knowledge of the dio ese, 
and shall use no otber seal of jurisdiction, but wherein his maj stie arms be enaraven. " 
H ere the xpl'e s form, as well as ·use of tltese stals is pre cr.ibed by parliameDt, and not 
leflarbitrary to the kin'I' or bishop. 

If, thell, our parliaments, ill aU the-eease , have thus pre cribed 'new seals of the king's, 
for bis courts ann 0 cer, together with the form, cu tody, use, and ees of them, in 
th se several acts, why they may nbt likewi e enjoy the making of a new broad seal, to 
supply the absence of the old, in the case ,fore-mentioned, I cannot yet discover, it 
being th parliament's eal, and great seal of England, and so commonly tiled in SUll

dr print d tatutes, as \Veil a the king's, in respect of the pub lick justice and affairs of 
the realm of England, and parliament which represent it. If the mayor, bayl'ffs, bi bop, 
dean, presiden t of a coil e, master of a company, abbot or prior, or chief ju tic, shall 
detain 01' withdraw th common seal of th if several corporations or COUI't, the com
mon-council,t. aldermen, chapter, fellows, liverym n, and courts, may, doubtle s, make 
new seals, without, y a, against their consents, and use them too for their common af
fail' , without injul'y Ol' forgery, And why the parliamerit then may not, in uch ca es, 
make a n w great S al of En ,.Iand, by like reason wit t the kings cons nt, when the 
olel (their only eal) i ' purposely withdrawn, and kept from them, to hinder their pro. 
eeediu ,I cannot yet discern. 

If any here obj ct, first. That it is high treason, both by the comJlK)n and statute a\v, 
' to countel'~ it or make the king's gr atseal without his pri ity or on nt, a is evid~nL 
by G lanvil, Bl'acton, Britton, here fore-cited, 3 E. 1. c. ] 5. 25 E. S. tat. o. c. 2. of trea-

us,5 H: 4. c. 15. 27 H. . c. 2. 1 E. 6. c. 12. 1 Mar. ParI. 1. c . 6. tam ford, 1. 1. c. 
]. Brooke, 3, IS, 17, Crompton' JurisdicLion of 'ourts, 9, and, nerally, all our law" 
book ; th l' ~ore for the parliament, or any else, by their colI)tband, to make and use a 
Dew broad seal j-

I an wer, 1. rrhat this is true only of private men, h make a broad seal by tbeir 
mvn I arti ular authority, in d eeit of the dug and kin~d m, not of the parliament, or 
:my imploy d to make or u e it by their authority; the parliament, the supreame t 
p vel' of aU others, bing uncapable 0 trea on, an out of the word and intention of 
th e and all.act con rnina tl'ea on, a I have I 1 ewhere proved at large, to whi h I 
hall l'e er you. 2. The king llath his great seal of ngland, not in his owo parti ula!', 

but the kin dom's and peopl 's rigllt alone, a tb ir publick mini ter aud S f\'ant, for 
their u e and t)f~nefit; the kingdom, and parliam nt which represent it, being the ~ pro
prie tor of this seaJ, w 11.ic11, upon tIle kin's dec ase, i ~ver 8urrend l'ed to the succes 'or 
kinO', as b longing to the kin dom, a the seals of other corporations go to the mavol", 
bi hop, deans, abbot pre ielents, successors, not their heir, executors, 01' admini tra
tor., a oth rill tl seal do. The kingdom and parliament, therefore, being the true pro
prietor of it, as it i the publick seal of the kingdom, not the king, may lawfully ive 
ord I' fi r the new-making of it, ev n without the king, 'n case of necessity, when it is 
unduly witbd1'awn, with-h ld. S. The torgingof the seal i high treason, only as it is 
th, 3 kinO'dom's common seal, not the king's private and particular seaJ, and an offence 
aO'ain t the kingdom, and king him If, only in his politic publick capacity, as head Df 
1l~ kil1O'doDl! not in his pTivate: wh nc cQuntcl'f itinn' of the kiug's sign-manual, privy
sIgnet, or pnvy-s als w r no Il1gh treason at common law, (being no publick, but ra-

• o~cr ign Power ofPal'liaments, part t. p. J07 to 112, part~. p. 25, 26. 
~ppendl¥, p. 1(53 to 171. , lbid, part S. p. 7, ,part 2. p. 25, 26. 

• Ibid, part ~. p.:s to ZOo 
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