
Tile King. Duty. sir! 
The elt:rk reads. 

Ilis/orical Tracts. 2 S 

Cha1'le Stu' rt, kinn' of England. you are accused. in the hehnlfe of the commons of 
Englancl, of diver hio'h rimes and trea ons, which harge hath b n read unto you: 
tl1e court n w requires you to give your positive and final! an weI', oy way of eODfes- . 
sion or clcniall of th charge. 

The ]("10'. Sir, I say againe to you, so that I migllt giv sati -faction to the people of 
Eu,,'laud, of the cleerne s of my proce ding, not by ~ ay of an ' W r, not in tlli way, 
bllt to satisne them that I have done nothing against that trust that hath been com­
mitted to me, J would do it; but to acknowledge a new court, against lheir pl'ilileges, 
to alter the funda.mentall laws of the killgdome, sir, you OIU t CXCus DIC, 

Lord President. Sir, this is the third time that you ha\'e publikely disown't{ t.his 
court, and put an affront upon it. How far you have pre'erved pril' ileges of the people, 
your actions have spoke it; but, truly, iI', mens intentions ought to be knowne by 
their a 'tions. You have written your meaning in IJloc.c)J characters thr~llO'hout the 
whole kingciol1lc. -13l1t, Sil', you understand the plea lire of the r.ourt.--Cl~'k, record 
the d tault; a\ld, ,rentlemen. you that took cilar:)e f the pri onel', take him oack again. 

The Kmg, I will only say th is one word more to JOu :-If it \\ere onl): my own par-
ticular, 1 would not say ao) more, nor intt'rrupt you. • 

Lord President. Sir, you have beard the plea ure of the court, anrt you are (not­
witbstanding ylm WIll not understand it) to find that you are bdc,re a COLlrt of ju tiCl!. 

Then the king went forth with hi guard; and proclamation was made, that all p 'f­
sons which had then appeal"eI, and ad further to no at the <,ourt, might (icpalt into the 
Painted Chamber, to which place the court did fOI thwith a(~ou/'lle) and Il1tended to 
meet in Westminster Hall by tell of the clock next. mOl'nwg. 

Cr.!Jer. God blesse the kingdome of England. 

rrednewlay, January 24, 1648. 
This da,V it was t'xpect d the bigh COll1't of' justic<; would have met in We tminster­

IJali about ten of' t ilt' clock, but at the time appointed, one of the u 'bel'S, by direc­
tion of the court, (thell ~itling in tl e Painted Chamber,) gave notice to th people tiler 
as emblerl, that ill regarci the court \VClS thell upon the examination of witnes t'S in rela­
tion to prt'!'>ell t affal rs, 111 t be Palllleci Cham uel', they conld not sit there; UuL all 'per­
sons appointed to be there were to appear upon furthel' ummon.' 

. 
" 

A COlltilllwti(,n q{ thr l{arrnti 'e, being the last uru/final Dayes Proceeding qf the IIiglt 
CUll'l qj Ju,\'lic:e ~ilt/J/g ill1Ve,\'IJ}wllite7·~1I1ItI. on Sutllr5..'~Y' JaJlllaJ:1J 137: C01lteUUIl/l tI~e 
'1 n/at ol the Kina': 11 ith the Sl','{'Yot Speeches t1 tIle A mg. Lord President, and Solt­
citul" (jeneraL: 'l~getltcT' WIth a Cupy <1' the sentence qj DeatiL upon Clw1'tes Stuart, 
King 0/ England. 

o YES made' sil lit' ('ommann.ed; the court call d. 
First, the lord prt"lllulent, (who wa. in a carIet vesture, befitting the business of the 

day;) atter him G7 members OIore answered to th II' nanJCs. 

t 'fhe court sat privately \Vhi~e txamilling (\vidcn('es agai~st th~ king, pe,rhap that the ~jtl1esses might not 
be di1ulltt'd a.t deliverl"/!. lllde tc, timon)' In the preSt'lIcl' 01 lht'lr ~o~en'lgn. 1 b~ eVidence may ~e luulII.I ,ut I, Ilgtn 
in lilt' St~le I'ril,ll,. Wb'th)cke bllrel~ ays, " The high court oj juslic,' mt't, lIud proceeded In eX~lIltnation of 
Wltllt'S>e~. lo pruY!! tbe chaarge ag jnbt lhe king. Some proved Ihat ~IIIY ,!IlI W him prcsell,~ at th &ettll'lg up 01 hiS 
Sbill(.Iard; Olbtn, that lhey saw him III the field iu ieyeral fighu, wltb bll iword drawn. -W U lTLOCIt .... III 'tC~ 
pra. P.307. 



Tract during the Reign qf King Charles I. 

The king came in, in his wonted po ture, (with his hat on.) 
A cry made ill tlle haH (a he pa ed to the court) for justice and execution. 
o yes made, antI silence 'col:nmalld d. Tbe captain of the guard commanded to take 

into ell tody ucb as made an di. tur anee. 
Upon t.he kil1g'S ContlllO', he d 'Ired to be heard. 
To which , the lord pre itlent answered, that it might be in time, but that he must 

hear the rourt.fir t. 
T he king prest it, for tllat h helieved it would be in order to what the court would 

say ; and tba an ha ty judg mel.1t \Vas not so oon r aUed. 
Then tl1e lord pr ident spak as followeth: 
Gentlemeot It is well known to all or most of you hel' pre eot, tllat the prisoner at 

tb bar hath oeeo s veral times cODrcnted, aod brought befote this court, to make an­
sw r to a charcre of treason, and other high crime exhibit~d again t him in the name 
'Qf Ole people of! Engla nd. 'fo which cbarge being re4uired to answer, he bath been 

If Here a malignant lady interrupted the .court, (saying, not half the peopl ,) but he was soon silenced.-Orig. 
Nou. 

This was Lady Fail" x, wife of the celebratC'd gf'nf'1'1l1 . -Sir Purbeck T mll1e, an cye-witne , gave the follow· 
ing account of tiils and otl1 r remarkabl incidcJlts during tbe trial, in bis eVidence Ilguinst Colonel Axtell, who 
command d the guard upon tha occasion, and suffered as a regicide at lhe r toratioll. 

, ir Purb~ck T~lp'e. Aly lord, being PI' Cllt, ane! engaged by som per$Oll of h neur, servants of hi~ late 
majesty, to be p rescnt whell that horrid )nunher was acting before thi court of jlli lice. (a they called il,) 1 was 
p resent at aU t he trial of the king, and very near bini. I heard the king demand from 13radshaw, by what au· 
thority nnd eommi sion the pruce ded thu strangely 11) try him. then I heard the lady Fairfax, and one Mn 
Nel on my sisler, aft-er t e Xllibitin.g of the chaJ'g in the name of the <:ornmOIlR Ilssc.n!Jled in parliament, 
a nd .lh gooeJ peo'pJ~ of this 'kin dom, "sainst ebatles StU/lrt, kill~ of England; 1 say. 1 hearu tho lady cry 
out, fr m a allery over the ~obrt, ' Not half the peopkl: it is false: where are th y, or their Consenu I 
Oliv r Cromwell is a 'traitor! pan w'hjch I heard the prisoner at ilia bar cry out, 4 Dvwn with tb t.>. whores: 
ahoot them i' which made me talte notice of hiln. Seeing him in W slmin&ter-Hall, commanding the soJdicn 
tbert', 1 saw ll illl the mo~t active person there; and, during tlhe lime that the king was urging to be heard, he 
~. laughing. entertaining the souldier • seoffing aloud; whilst lome of the soldier&, by hl ' suIE ring, and (I 
bcli " ) pr curement, did lire pon'der in the palm of their handfl ' that lht'y did not only llffend hi majesty's 
Imcll, but ill orced him to riSt' out of his chair, and, witb his band, turn away tbe ~moke; Qf.ld afwr this be 
turne1l about to the people, and smiled upon them, and thol!C oldiel1l tuat so rud Iy treated him: th~o turning 
him -If to Br~ltihaw, saId to him anq the court, • There are Home sitting her (fixing bi, eye upousome per­
SOil !Wllr Bratlbhaw) that well knew if 1 would have forf; iled or b trayed til li!Jcrtiell nd rights of tb people, 
I nl!'t'd not h~ve come hither, (or word to tbis effect;) but til jr Ii bertie aud I'igh are dearer and nearer to me 
than mylhrt'e kingdoms. \Iay. than my Jj£, itl!elf; tb rt'fore I d ire you to hear me, and to rem mber tbat! am 
your lawful ki\lg, that have done you many acts of grace and favour • 

. " ,After which, lhi penon, M r A~tell, pri"oner at tbe bar, commanded his oldiera to cry Ol,lt, (Justire/ 
which tbe soldief$ Mt readily obeyitl~ of bim, I aw him beat Inur or fiv of lh~m with his cane, until th t:y en­
~ (,Iut, (11th bim6t'lf,) • Juslic ,ju tic::e; elI(>(;ution, execution.' 'which made me turl\ to a noble lord, by whom , 
1 lb~n 6tood, lid baY. P l'llY, my IQrd, take DQUCe, tllere it not aboy ' jOur or fiv e tbat cry out ~ J u uce.' I hcar,d 
also of their pittiug 111 the king' face; and I think nobody' uti' ring ha e 00011 so like those of our Savl­
vur Christ 1 sn ~ aJ Jji mrrj ty'l IIcre. After tbts, ih~ P TS?n cJ?'ill~ (Ju iet', jnstiee; exe~otion, ('x~cu:io~,' 
.. second time, the court proct:ede-d to pa 8t'hWnce; Ule which hlJ maJe ty pre. ed. laard aplllt" and stud, SIT, 
before you pass tilatugty .leolence, (which 1 \' Y dl understoOd you a..re detcrmil1ed to do,) I ~ebirc yOU to 
hear lOt', be r me, hear m i' p iunat.ely IlriO mrr,st aft'ec~i()llately f'xpre ilia it; which tbey denying tbl' king, and 
the no; of ' Justice, ju Uce; execution, e ec:ution,' being r ~ted, lh Y l>rocce<ll'~ .and rnd that Ilgly sell' 
tene of death : After which hi. majeity wa~ immediatt'ly hurned away frolll tbe bar, into a commOll sednor ,."h re he was carri«:d by two common por~r; bicb dlln 1 follow d to tb middle of Kings Str t, wbm 
saw the two porters, i 0 reverence, go bare, till the old.i I (untlor the C:OIDlIlIIlld of too prisoQU o.t the hlH) Ilea' 
them, and 'ould not itlffo, them to go .. ~ When Lhey oiirried him., After thlt, tbe peOpl cried G\lt, • What, 
do you c;arry the king in a common IICcWl. II' thoy do /lucb .$ have the p)~uc i God delinr ,)4Qur llIaj sLy ou~ 
Of .uw enemy's hands.' In which street J wu (<<rc04 to bmve Lhe siglu of iii, majt'St1, occ.~loned ·by tbe lu­
j uriet! alld burl. 1 recej"ed in Illy penqn. frOID die soIdim und r AxjJ;U's commalld; tb.,y c:e.rrying hiiU thr()ugh. 
tile ttr.oetl, ~atiltg in trilltllpll, A short kine atwr, 1 ,recei~cJ an hnpot'luoale c •• ~ hu a lady of gr~lJ,t 
lIoDOUr (a aer\'ant of hi' _jelly'j;,) u,at I would endeavour to find ou where ~be ~ of t.be lIIartyr'd ~I,ng 

ai, and 10 Ii!;. her tn ac~ua& w_erc it 'beu W .. I. Applying my elf &0 WhitebU, ... ~wo or iltree core.no 
In.Mi 1 .. denied ~ but uJierttaudi1l8 &bat money would do it, I ga,.. dte pet'Mft tIIen oadet' the C()I~. 
nHBtiI f)1f A II, that tben kept it; ".,f-a-pit>ee to ... it m , who, ill ,i. ~oOI" .... aau, ""ok IDe by t e 

uti, ~ said, 'If thou thinkest Were iii any 8l1n<:tity or holiu ... in it, look bere; bert I taW We h d 0 
2 
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so far from obeying the commands of the court, by submitting to their justice, as he 
began to take upon him reasonino- and d bate unto the authority of the court, and to 
the highest court that appointed them, and to try and to judge him; but being over­
ruled ill that, and r quil'ed to make his answer, he was stili plase(1 to continue contu­
meli~us, and to refu e to submit to answer: h~l'eupon the court, that they, may not be 
wantmg to themselves, nor the trust repo ed m them. nor that any mall wilfulne 
prc'Vent justice, they have thought fit to take the matter into their COD ideration: they 
have considered of the charge; they have con idered of the contumacy, and of that 
confession which in law doth al·j e upon that contumacy; they have lik wi'e con ider .. 
ed of the notoriety of the fhet cbarged upon this prisoner; and upon the whole mat­
ter, they are resolved, and have agreed upou a entence to be pronoun 'ed a rain t this 
prisoner; but in respect he doth desire to be hard before the sent('oce be r ad and pro­
nounced, the court hath resolved that they will hear him: Yet, sir, thus much 1 mUbt 
tell you before-hand, which you have been minded of at other courts, that if that which 
YOll have to say be to offer any (ebate concerning tbe jurisdiction, you are not to 
be heard in it: you have offered it formerly; and you have struck at the root, hat is, 
the power and the urr me auth (ity of the common of England, which this court WIll 

not admit a debate of, and which, indeed, it is an irr tional thing in them to do, bt:ing 
a court that acts upon authority derived from them, B t, if, if you have any thing to 
say in de fence of your elf, concerning the matter charged, the court hath gi\'en me in 
command to let you know they. will hear you. 

Then the king answererl,-
Since that I see you will not hear any thing of debate concernin~ tllat which, t 

~onfe, s, [ thouo-ht IDO t material for the peace of the kingdom, and for the liberty of 
the subjec1;, I hall wave it; I shall peak nothino- to it; but only I mu t tell you, that 
this many a day all things have ueen taken away fl'om m , but that that I call dearer 
to me than m lite, whit'h is my conscience And my honour: and if I had a respect to 
my life mor than the peace of the kingdom, the li ll rty of the subject, certainly 
I, hOllld hav made a particular defence for my If; for by that, at lea t-wi e, I might 
have delay tI an ugly sentence, which, I beleeve. will pass UpOllll1e; ther fore, c rtal\] .. 
1y, iI', a a man that hath some understandi ng, I:ome kuowle Ige of the world, jf that 
my true zeal to my cOl\ntry had not overborne the care that I ilave f r my own pre cr. 
vati TI, 1 houll ha\e goo , another way to work than that 1 have tloue. Now, ' ir. 
I concei\'e that an basly entence, once pa t, may soon r b rcpenteu of t.han recalled: 
and, trot ,th elf :same de:sl re that 1 have tor tbe peace of the kingdom, and the Ii­
bt:rty of the ubj ct, more tban my pal tlCular end, make me HUW at la t desire that 
I ha e somethJl1g to say that concern both. 1 desire, bdore !llenc be given, that 
I may be heard in the Painted Chamber, before the loro ' and comm ns. This de­
lay cannot b> preju(Liciul unto you, wha~soe er I say: f that I say ~~ !'ea on, those that 
hear tlle mu t be judges: [cannot b Judpe of ,that that 1 have: it It be reason, ~n,d 
really tor the welfare of the kmgdom, ano the liberty of the ubJect, I am sure on t It 
is very wdl worth the hearing; therefore I do conjure you, a you love til t that you 

~hat blessed martyr'd king lye in?i coffin with his , body. ,which milcd as perfectly as if It had been alive. Thi 
18 lh ad accoulI~ of the m<&l'lyr U kInK. lind of thl horrid prisoner, Ml' A¥.t.:I1. 

"ATtell. Mr lorl!, mlly I .!Ok tbll.l gelltleman a questmn t 
" Lurd Chief naruft ~.,.. 1'-'t. 
c. Adell, My lortl. he let'ma to say.. that I bid the soldiers cry out ~ .. j::s ice: be doth not ay at all I w~ 

there ill cummam!, bul he baiili, a lady, by report, the lad.)' Fall'fax, spoke orne w()rds, and that I huuJd bid 
the "Idi .. rs sl!~nCtl her: truly. I d'-bire to know tbe cerlalDly of tbe plae "here I slood.", • 

• , Sir P"'J'b(ck Ttr11ple My lord6, and genl,lemen of tht: JUT)', I ~w lhis per on, Sl(ll~dlllg Within a pIke or two. 
length. all I can gU~1I& it: (I r Inl.'mb~r tht' place, Wllbln II. ylml of th~ ~rou,lId, In \\~tlllm~tt!l'·HIlII.) 1 ~o .. y 
tbls p':fsCln IIllt in tht CQurlllS a prmclval offiCt'r, I hat did tht'il bold bib mllJt'Sty pmoner, lit the bar. I d)~ not 
lay it was • llld)' IInkl\OWII, or fl.'porll'd to be such a Qlle, but. 1 Ml1d. i \Y~ lht: lady Falrtu, llil\d Illy oWIlIIII~r, 
Mra Nt:1soD; .ild be cried, , Sbuot the whorea,"-Statc: 7',;411, 11.,311. 



Tract dut'illg the ReintJ cif King Iwrles I. 

pretend, ( hope it's reat,) th Uberty of the ubjc t, th peac of the kingdom, that you 
'{ill (rrant Ole this h rill 'I' be ore any stnten e b ~ pa t. I only desire tili , that you will 
ake thi i nto our con ' ideration: it may b ' you bav' not bard of it before-hand. Jfyou 

will, I will r til, and you may tbink of it; uut if I cannot get tllis liberty, I do pro-
t e t, that the fail' hew of lib rty and p ace are pur hews, and that you will not 
hear 'our kiug. 

The hml pre ident aid, that what the kincr hacl said was a declining of th jurisdic­
tion Of'tll court, vhi h was th thing \Vh rein he wa Jimited befor . 

Tbe kin ur d, that wbat he hall to say' U' l1ot n declining of the court, but for 
th p ac of the kingdom, nOll 1ibt'rt of th suhject. 

Lord prcsitL 'lIt. ' ir, this is not all g ther new that you have moved unto us, 
though it i the first time that, in pCI' Oll, you ha\'e off r d it to the court: and af­
terward , that th@u 'l'h what he lind ul'ged Illight se m to tend l ( lay, , t, according 
to tba which t11 kinrr eemed to desire, the court \\:ould withdraw for a time, and he 
hould hear th ir plea ure. 

Th D th court withdrawing into the court of wards, the sergeant at arms had com­
mand to withdr'aw the pri o1\er, and to give or leI' for hi return again.' 

The cour after about half an hour debate, r turned from the court of wards cham­
ber; and tl king being el f I', th lord pre ident bpake to this ffect;-

il', ou w re pleased to mak a motion bere to the court, touching the propounding 
of omcwhat to the lorus and commons ill the Painted Chamber, ~ r the p ace of the 
kingdom: you did in effect rec ive an answer before th ir acljourning, bing prof 01'­

rna tantum; for it did not seem to them that t11 ,'e was any diflj ulty ill the thing: 
th y have consid red of vhat you have moved, and of th ir own authority. The return 
from the court 1 this,-trat th y ha\'e been too .much deja cd by you already; and they 
ar . ju g II appointed by tb hlghc t authority; and judges are no more to delay, than 
tht,. ' .If to dt-I) ju. tice. Tb y ar good word ' in the great old charter of Eng­
land Jlulle JJI'/!,abimusj nulli COt; dell tl et mlli dif(remlltJ' j (sritjam: but very man ob­
s n ~'. Ol,l 11, \{' cl lay d th en in ,'our ontenlpt and (let' \ll~ for , .. :hieh they mig ht long 
S\llC > ha\ pt 'C Ie I to jud n' llIel.rt aO'ain 'l you: at d uotwithstanding what you have 
off,l'l'cI , they ar r~l'loh d to pruc c:J tl.)"seuttflcG and to judgement; and that's their un­
animou T :oluti m. 

Kir~g. iI', 1 know it i in vain for me for to dispute. I (m no sceptic. for to deny 
th power thn you har : I kno v h· t Y II have power enough. iI', I mll t conti· se I 
think it would hav b n ~ r the kin i'dom peae 'l if you v .. ou d have taken the paills fo1' 
to hav . hown the lawfulucs e of youI' power. For this (Lelay that 1 have d ir d, I C011-

ft' se it i a d lay, but it i a delay v ry important for th peace of the kingdome ; for' it 
i n()tm~ personthatllookatalone;iti tht!kioU'(OlllC welfareandthckingc!ollle ' leace. 
It i an Id ent nee. That w should look on long b fore we have resolved of I)'rent 
matte! suddenly; tIl refore, iI', I uo sa . . again, that I do put at your door. all the in­
cOhveniency of a hasty ent nee. 1 C01lttss I hav been here 1I0\Vl I think, this week: 
this ay eight dai s was t~c day I came here til' t; but a little delay of a day or two fur­
ther may ive peace, wher a an lla ty judgment may urillg on,that trouble and per­
Retuall inconveniency to the kingtlomc, that the child that is unborne may repent it; 

• " Upon tlli ," ays \ hitlo('kej" lh~ court withdrew intl'l th court or wnrd , and lh~ king to Sir Rubert Cot­
ton' hou ; and afler abou lin bl>ur' ~eUatR, th('y returned ag<lill Illto Webtminster-Ilall. 

" 'I'tle c,>utt r(:~olyed that what th kIng had wodered tend Ii to deluy; yet, if he would pellk any thin" for 
himpeH in ('uurL W. re cllteIlC<', he might 00 hl·ard. ., 

" Many of the C:Qll1mi sionerl in t.he debate .. t'r~ against ,this re o'~tion, and pr ss d to slItify the kin~'s desire 
and tbem~lve, 1.0 bear whnt th~ klllg woulrll1y to them III th Pauli d Chamber before enLence; bu, it Wll$ 
'Voted by .th~ Iftlljor part iD dHi nt'gllti C'. Upon \lhich Colon I rlnrv y and orne ollll~rs Wl'nt a,,,ay III discon­
tent, . and I,ll!\ r &at wltb the~ .fterwllrd. '~~hil> proJlolHl1 of ,the king' • IJdog dtmi d, ~be king thereupon decJll­
lied b""IICU, that h bad DOtll1lJ~ mure to S8y. -WHI1'LOCItE Ii JlJcmQrtal8, V.' 68. It IS generally believed, that 

a laat stake (or bis own life, Charle. int.cndcd protJer to Jlarliamcnt LO re ign bb crQ~u tu hu lOll, 
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and therefore agalne, out of the duty lowe to GMI and to my country, T cIo de ire 
that I may b heard by tll lords an.d commons ih the Painted Chamber, or in auy oth r 
chamber that you will appoint me. 

The pre ident repl) ed, that what he desired was no more than what he had moved 
before, and therefore the court expected to heare what he would sa,.y before they pro­
ceed d to sentellce. 

1(ing. This 1 say, that if you will heare me, I do not doubt to gi,'e atisfaction 
to you and to my people, and theretore I do l'eqnir you (a. you will answer it at tbe 
dreadfult day of judgm nt) tbat you will ol1stder it on 'e acrdine. 

President. The court will proceed to senten e if you have no more to say. 
King. Sir, I have nothing more to say, but I shall desire that this may be entred, 

what I have said. 
The lord president then pro eedei:l to declare the grounds of the sentence; that the 

court were resolved to discharge theil' dul'y; that he had pok n of a precious 
thing cal'd peace, anH it were to b wisb't that God had put it into his heart, that 
he had effectually and really iodedvourt:d nnd s tudi~d the veace of the kingdome, as 
now in word he seem'd to pretend ; that it appeared to the court that he had gone 
upon vcry erroneous principles; the kit gdom bad tell it to their mart; that the court 
was very sCllsible of it, ami·so he hoped the understanding people bf En u 'land would_ 
be; that the law was hi superiour, and tbat he ought to have ruled according to the 
law; tbe difference \Va, who hould be the expositors of the Jaw, whether he and his 
party, out of the conrts of justice, or the court of ju tice, nay, the soveraigne and 
high court ,of' ju ti(:e, the parliament of' England, that is not only the hio'hest ex­
pounder of' the la'll", but the sole maker of the Jaw; and that for him, and those that ad­
here to him, to set them ~elves au'ain tit, wa not law; that what some of his owne 
party had said, 1'ex non habet parem ill regno, wa granted; but though he was mqjo1' 
SillgutlS, yet be was lllltversis minor .. t.hat the baron of old, when the kinO's prayd the 
tyrants, called them to accoUllt; that they did f renum ponere .. that if tlley did fOl'bt'are 
to doe their duty now, and were not so mlOufull of their owne honour and the king­
domes as the b,lIons of old we1'(>, cer tainly the commonalty of England would not be 
unmindfull of w hat \Va ' for their presl'l'vat ion and their afety; that if the king went 
contrary to that ('nd, he llIust llllci l" rstann that he is but an officer in tru t, aud they 
~o take order for the puni hmell t. of such an offending govemour; that tuis i not a 
law of yesterday, upon th eli, isiol) of him and his peopl , but of old; and that the 
king's oath implted as much; aud wb r the people coul<! not have an other rem dy, 
the parliament w re to do it, who were ordained to redresse the O'l'1evances of the peo­
ple. 'fhe pariiallient were to b krpt, we find in old authors, -twice in the year, that 
the suhj ct might, upon any occa:sion, have a ready remedy. That his designe had 
beene to destroy parliaments; and that, when they would not ingage against his native 
klOgoom of 'cptland. he di solved the parliament; that, as Caligula, tile gr at Roman 
tj'l'ant, wisht the people of Rome had but one neck, that at one blow hee might cut 
it otf; and this kin 's proceedings had ueene omewhat like hi ; for the body of the 
people of England is no where r presented but in parliamt!nt; and could hee but have 
confounded that, hee would soone have tout off' the head and u ck of England; that 
it was 110 lleW thing t9 cite presidents, where tt e p ople (when power was in thtil' 
bands) havt! mad boM to call their 1 iugs to account; that it would be too long a time 
to ment.ion either France, Spain, th emperOIlJ, 01' other countreyes ; but he instanc'd 
in the kingdome of' Aragon, where there was a man tanquam in medio posi/us, betwixt 
the king and tbe people, and he is acknowl dged to be the king's supcriour, aud is lhe 
grand preserver of the 'people's priviled e ; and what the tribunes of Rome were h re­
t%re, and the ephori to the Laced monian state. that was the parliam~nt of England 
to the English state; that he needed not to mention those forraigne stories, if he look'd 
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but over Twede; ther wa nough in hi native kin. clom of cotland, if they Jook.'d 
upon their {jr. t king Ter u ill', who 1 ft two on ill their minority, and tb el­
der Sl' ming di Hffeeted to their p ace, a d opp in~ hi un 1 , who rut d w II, they 
cha e the young r; that of 109 kinO' of cotland, he n d not make mention how 
mally of them th peopl had made bold to deal wilhall; ome to bani h, and om 
to imprison. and ome to put to death; no kino·dom had more plentiful exp I'ience 
th n that kin ,..dome h th of lhe deposition and puni hment of th ir offending and trans­
gr ,'in klllg.: ann DO t 0 farre for ·ampl. the king' grand moth r t a ide, and 
11i.' falh r, an infant. crowned: nd th r want not example her, in England, both 
b f re and ince th conque t, a Kin r < dward the econd and King Hichard the 
Second \ er 0 dealt with by the parliament; and who oe\'er 1 01' into their tories, 
should not find th article that are charged upon them to 'om near to that heighth 
and capitalnesse of crimes that wer laid to his cbarg : And for uc e ion by inheri­
tance, it was plaine, from the conque t, that of Q4 king, one halfe of them came in 
by the state. 

That the oath at hi coronation did hew there wa a contract and bargain made by 
the people. 

After the }o.rd presici nt. had cited many thiuO' to this purpo e, in relation to 
the pow r of kin ~,and tl eir I eing call d to a ouut for brea 'b of tru t, and express­
ed in what ence thi pre ent king had been guilty, according to hi charge of being a 
t rant, ira tor, murtherer, and public en my to til common-wealth, he further de­
clared, in the Dame of the court, that they did hcarlil wish that hee would be so peni­
tent for what hee had done ami se, that God mi ht have m rcy, at least-wise, upon his 
better part; for the oth r, it was their duty to do it, and to do~ that which the 
]a\ pr scribe : They w re not thel'ejus dare, butju' dicere. That they could not but 
rememb .r what th 'cripture aid; For to acquit the o'uilty it is equal abomination as to 

ondemn the innocent. We may not acquit the guilty. 'What seutence the law affirmes 
to a tr tOl', a tyrant, a murthel'er, and a public enemy to the countr y, that sentence 
b wa to hear r atl unto him. 

Theil th c1 rk r ad II e sentence, drawn up jn parchment. 
That I((~rea thecon mons qf Ellgtalrd ill parliament, had appointed them an ldgh COIl?'t 

Qf,jwitice, .lor the tl:l/ilw 9/ 'hal {es • fum't, Icing if Ellg/a lld /)(;f01'e whom he had been . 
three t '17/1} , corrCl'lIl d, and at theJirs lime a charoe qf hitJ /t t,' ({ (111, audother crimes and 
misdt.}}JeOIlQUT .. '{IS read, lit lhe bellay qf the Idngdome oj Ell o {and, &c. 

Ilere t Ie d r r~ad tl e d,argt'. 
, hich charO'e b in read unto him a . fOT said, he, the said Chal'les tuart, was requi­

red to give hi answ r, bu he r fu d '0 to do .. and so expl'est the s veral passages at his 
triall in refu ing to an \I' r. 

F01' lIU , hiell trea 0118 and crimes, thi court doth adjudge that he, the aid Clw1'le 
Stuart, as a tyrant, [milor, mm'llzel'er, and a public en my. shall be put to death, by 
tile 8et'ertn qf his head from his body. 

After the sentence read, the lord pre. illent said, 
This seotenc now read and published, it 's the act, entence,jutigment, and resolution 

.of the whole court. Here th court stood up-, a!J assenting to what the president said. 
KiNg. Will you heare me a word, bir? 
Lord President. 'ir. you are not ,to be h anI after the sentence. 
X · . I mg. 0, If. 

Lord President. 0, sir, by your favour, sir. Guard, withdraw your prisoner. 
King. I may 8~ake after the sentence. 
By your favour, sir, I may apeak after the sentence e,'er. 
By your favour, (hold,) tile sentence, sir­
I tiay, iirf 100-



Ilis/oricat T,'octt, 

I atn not suffered for to. speak: e'.'pect \\ hat j II tire other peonle will have. 
o Yes. Al~ l1Ial1n~r of p rOil, that ba\'e any thing else to do are to d p rt at thi 

time, and to gIve theil' attendance in the Painted Chamber, to which place thIs court 
doth forthwIth adjourne its! Ife. 

1h'o the court rose, and the king went with his guard to Sir Robert Cottons, and 
from thence to Whitehal I. I 

1 '1'0 oomplete tbi narrative, the f(l1Jowin~ extract fr()m ir Philip Warwick\ l\ft'rnoirs is subjoined, contain> 
ing snme IIHerc,ting parlicu ttr~ r , JleCtlOfllbe kin~'~ ('XI'cuttOIl. .. Thull~b be WIl brou~bt w t Jame 's by 
Satul'(llty nooll, and tlwul\h tho bi~lh)fJ (\I;I~ III to" 0, and, lJy l/l<.'ir own rlirection Ilncll,lPOII hi dCbirl.', call d tbi~ 
ther to attend hllll, in order lO Lhc prl'parlltion for bl~ dellth, yet lh(~J a.,lnIlLted him /lut Ulltll tjunday even­
ing, thou~h th y Dlllrclt'rcd him Oil TlIe~eh(). The bl hop hllmelt told me the ml\lIl1t'r ot hi rt'ception. A 
sOOn a he carne in. the king \cry opeo-til.cedly lind cll'!erl~ally I'CCl'lVNl 111m: the bisnop Ul'g.lIl to make some 
condolt'm('nt: • vavtl oil' lhl., (gay lit',) my lurd ; W(' havl' not lJlul! f',r it; let u~ thmk of Hur great workt 
and pr 'pare to m. Ct that great Gud, to WhOlll, or!! IOllg. I am tu ~IV(' an account ()l myst'll>: Ilad I hupe [ 
shall do it with p. 'ace. and thltt) ()U Will a,~i,t ane therclll , We will nut talk (sllys he) of the-e rogut's (for 
thllt was IllS tCIII1) III \1 hUM; hallds IUl1I; llll'y thirst IIlt('r my bluod, and tlwy will have it, and God\ Will be 
done. 1 thank Gr,d 1 heartily furglve lhem, and 1 WIll tulk of ticI'm no more.' And SII for two or three hoori 
the bishup and he conf('rr d top,edwl'; und though thl'y ~hut till.! dour, a ~oldwr would upen it once in hulf a. 
quarler uf nn huur, lind M e WIH~tlll'r tho killg \Va tht're, and () bhut it ugaJO; Ilnd thl'l\ the nl'xt cia \, whiclt 
WItS Monday. tlwy 'pcllt much of tlll.'lr timE: LO/1,t'lher in m,(' manner; and theJl th !'}' partl'd lal tbat lilp,ht, the 
murder being to be committed the next dl!.). I have till comlort, that ot hinlselle, IVltr.uut any uccasion tG 
mme him into the discour e. I 1\1 lurd,' bU)S he, , I mu t rl'ml'mbt'r OUI' Lhl;lL hlltl! had relll.tlO lJ to you and my­
sclfc; Tell Cbarles,' (IOf 80 he W8, plt>a cd to cull Lhe pflllCI' ,) • he hath uei Il all ub(' flll and honest man UlltO 

~e.' He required lr (-"'rhort (1~ , W'llt j !'lIlnll \\ho WIIS appuinlt'd tu attend hlln, [Illel \\h u had bet'H \'ery civil to 
hlO), and whom he J'('commeluil.'d lJkt'WI~(; tIl th(' pr l'nt klU .. ) to call him lit 11I1ir ot th l' clock III the morning: 
and Mr Hel'bert Slept liltlt' huubell.,. I) I Jig by him on II pll IN-bed; uUll ubserved, thr" ugh the whole nIght, that 
the king slc>pt very bOUlIdl) , and at hi hou r aWdk'd (If IlIm.elt , ami drew hIS clIrtwn. He SOlln got up. wall 
a.bout 811 houl' at hi QIVII private ciI'VOIlOIIS, anel thell caliI'd to be dre t; und MI Herbert, who was wont to 
comb his head, cllmucd It tllat da) With leR c.lre than u'mdly. 'Prethee,' uys he, ' though It be not long to 
stand on my ~h()ullier , t"ke thr same \lailIS WIth It \ ou wert' wont to d,) : I um to be a brulegroum to-day, and 
must be trlmm.' Arterward the bi-lhop fame III to him, und they w(>re wg<'th r until Hacker led him througlt 
the park tIl Whitehall: and 01lE' of th(' commanrll'r~ , h thl' way, thmkll1!\ tu d\ turb hun, IIskt him, wht>ther he 
were nllt cotlNelltillg tu hl~ IHthel'~ Mfl th / 'Frll'lId,' sa) s h,', 'if I had 110 other in. (I ~ Jlf'h k it with rl'verence 
to od' majl' ty,) I aM un' Ih('(' I wfl uld o('\er H,k him panluo' Wlwil he was come to WhItehall. they con­
veyed bim IUto a room, which is that Lhl 'y now full the green cballlbcl" betWixt the king' clu~et and hIS bed .. 
chamh r .. Uh 1 thlllk. 

" There they p<>rmith>c1 him and th .. lJ"hup to b(' alpnC' lllr ijllmc lime; and th bishop had prepared all things 
in order to hI .. reCf.'IVllll( tbe MICI UIlll'llt : and Wllllbt hc wu~ at bl prlvllte d"VllllOll , N}I.' lind omc uthl'r b\lld-IRced 
mill I t ra knockt at hi · du(! r, und the hl, h" p gOlJlg tu 0Pf'J) It. th<') told 111m th(,y CUIIIIl to otl r th('ir ~crv'cc to 
prHY with t.hc kllll/,: IH' told lill'ln t[II' t..11Il! W8, Ilt hl~ own pnvf{te t\('V(JtIOJlS; howevN, he would U(;quulIlt him; 
but the killS lesulvlng not to 'C/ld Hut ~(Ith .. m. they, niter SlIm!' tiolt', bl\d the modI' ty t,) knock ogalO : the bi­
shop USpt'ctlllg whu ~lll'y wcre, told the kill!!. It WI1tJid be nl' ce~bat) to give them sume an w('r: the killS; reply­
ed, • fht:n: says he, • thank tht'm from mc j(11' HI!' tellclel of thl'm~e1vt' S; but tell them phuuly, that they that 
huve 0 ufll.'n nnd cllu~I·le, Iy pray,'d again, I m,', shlill never pray With me 111 tbis Iln ony_ They rna), if they 
ph:llse. (dnll "If> thallk them tllr It ) P',IY lor m ' \V'hen b bllll recclved lhe ('ucban I, be robe lip trom hiS knees 
wilh 0 chl'erfull a-nc,l ~tclldy COlilltl'lIUnCc: ' No " II)S he. ' let u,'; rogues comt'; J hllVl' heartdy forgiven 
tiJem, aud Bill prl'p .. rerl for IlIJ J urn to IIndc>rgo.'-1t lias a very cold d"y, and thq at Wllllehlt lJ had prepurNI 
two or tilrc (\1 ht'~ 01 nl('ot tor him to dill!' upon; but he rcfu cd tu eut any thmg; and tilt' ul~bop told ml' he 
rc olved to cut nOlhl ()~ alt r the aClam nL; but the bi hop l'ltptlstlliat '(\ with hil1l, and h' t him knuw how lun 
h i.Jud taslt'd, how ~harp the \\totlwr \\II~, and how SlImf', fitt of famting Illl)!.hl take him UpOIl the licltfii ,l~; 
whicb he knew he \\Ollid ue troubl<'d ai, fllr th IIIlt'rprt'tatlUn hl~ murderers would put UpOIl It; which pH'vlI\l~ 
cd witb him to ('ilL I,aite u mouthtul ot brt'acl lI\ld drink II. gillS uf ,\ Ille; Imci thu prepart'd, be marcht to 
th(' scaffold ; and II gt'ntJt'mall of my QCljUlIlntnnce, that harl so pilicedlllmwltt' III Wulhogford IIl./u-e, tha~ ho 
c. ,uld asaly dl er" all thlit WIIS dOllC upon the Clltlilld, prolt'~tcd to me, he IIW him cum ~ut f th Banquet­
iliA' House \\ilh ,I,t' aame uncone 'rnedll(,~s Iu ,d Ilwti"n that h' u~tllllly hll(] \\ bell hl' cnt n·d IllW it at a IUlhque­
lllgbt. And another gentl('mun, wholn "Ie lIame, Dr Furrer, u.plly~lcl Il~ (II. mall 01 a PIUliS heart, but phan­
cit'ul brain' Ill\, tbl~ Wit he thltL would hi v hlld tht' king and parlialllcllt hllvt'declJed their busJIl ~s by IOI.) 
Lad gllill'd ;urh Ii pillce upon the .stage, that be OSbured me, that II he hltd oboervl'd hi~ before very mUJc ,tick 
alld s~udy. ~o when he h;u.llaid down hi n(lck upnn the blork, he stlmllang at some distance frum hun, In .. 

right hlle, he perceivt'd hi, eye as quick aud liv Iy n ever he had l' tJ It. . 
" Hlnpet'cb be/Ole 'hi~ tlm~ U1\to tbe people (tor me, who r Illte t(.lO many things t& be long \l\'On I\n)" to ~aY' 

1)0 mure) was ,ery worthy of bimlotllfe. Tbis part of it became hIS grel&t wlodolDe, when be wid litem. • Thly 



Tracts during the Reign of King Clta'des 1. 

IIi.1f A/aj ties R easrrns against the pretended Jur'isdiction 0/ the IIlglt Court of Justiu, 
·,f)/lich he illtended to ddi 'cr in W"itillg, on Monda,lj. JallUa1!J 22, 1648. )'ttitluully 
f'1'anscribed out qjtbe Ql'igillal Copy, ltlldc7' tile King's own hatld. 

Tbis pt\per w 1', n up b harle, for tbe vindication o~ bi~ character to poslerity. His only 
porpo in ma 'mg u h n d ~ Dee must hay b en to die with decency; for he could not sup. 
p that hi !~e" a undeo,ided. ,That he enter~i~ d 110 such expeetatio~s, appear fr~tll the 
following ntltlclpatlOlls of lus fate II) lh Icon Sa lllcon. u Thill. I must dt Il a Ulan IS cer­
tam' that 1 may di a king, by the hanos of mine owo sobj cts, a violent, sudden, anel bar­
bi r ~, d 'ath, in the tJ' ngth of my years, in the mid ,t or my kingdoms, my rri uds and ]o~ 
"in~ ubjects being heJp,les spectators,. my . nemie in olent revilers and triumpber over me, 
living, dymg, and d~!ld, ]8 so pl'obable 10 buma~ rellson,. hat,G,od h,alh taught me not to hope 
oth rwi ,u to man s ern lty; bow ver, [ de pan not of God S lnfinlte mercy. 

ct J confe it i not casie for me to contend with tho e many borrors of death wherewith God 
suffer ill to b , tempted; wbich are eq?~lly horrid, either in t~le sud~lenn 8 of a barbarous as. 
sas, inalion, or In tbo'c greater forllUlhtlcs whereby my nelhle (being more solemnly crnel) 
will it may b , seek to add (as those did who crucified Cbri t) the mockery of ju Li ce to the 
cru 'Ily of malice. Thr.t I m~y l)e ell' tr yed, 11 with gre ter pomp nnd arti6ce, so wilh less pi­
ty it will b bot nece aT poHcy to make my death app ar as au net of justice done by 8t1b­
je~ts UpOll their ov raigll; wbo kn \v th,at no Jaw of God or ~an inve ls ttl III whh any power 
of judicator wilbout m , much less agalOst m ; and who, b 109 sworn and bOlUld, by all tbat 
is sacred before God and mnn, to endeavour my preservation, must pretend justice, to cover 
their pcrjury,"- AND ltSON, ttt supra. p. 1111. 

Ha iug already made my protestation, not onl.y against the illegality of this pre­
tendei court, but a4o, that no earth] power can JU tly call me (who am ~our king) 
in que tion as a d linquent, 1 would not any more open Illy mouth lIpon thIS occasion, 
more than to r ~ rl' my self to wi at I have poken, were 1 alone in this case concern­
e~, Dut the duty 1 owe t~ ?( , ill the pr~ elTation of the true liberty of my people, 
will })ot suffer ~17 at 1hls t1,me to be sIlent; ~or how , ~an any ~ree~born subject 
of England call lite, or any tbmg he po esseth, hIS own, If power Without right daily 
mak new, and abrogate t11 old fundamental law of the land; which I now lake to be 
the pr ent case: Wherefore, when I cam hither, I expected that you would have 
indeavoured to have satisfied me concerning the e grounds which hinder me to answer 
t your pretend d impeachment; but since I see that nothing I can say will move you 
to it, (tl ough negatives are not so naturally pl'Oved as affirmatives,) yet I will shew you 
the reason why I am confidtnt you cannot judge me, nor, indeed, the meane t man in 
England; for 1 will not, (like you,) without showing a reason, seek to impose a be­
lief upon my subjects. 

mi took tlle natur of. government; (or people are free under a government, not by b iog harers io itt but by 
til« administration of the laws of it: After having prayed "ith the billhop and by himselfe, be submitted 
ch rfulJ Ullto tbe providence tbat was iliepeni'd 'Unto bim ; but be took notice of .pme engine his murderers had 
mode, that in caee he would not willingly hubmit, they might by violence have pulled blm dOWll; at whicb he 
ami! d, asif h had been contented that they ahewed the ~orld the barbarities £If their natures, and tbe equalli~ 
mlty of hi own. And indeed 1 had allllust omitted Qne alb r evidence of it; for the chapter £If the clay fell out 
to be tllat of the pas ion ()f our viour; wb ~II it is rpentioned, that' tit 'Y led him 8way for envy, and crucified 
their king :' ,which be thou,ght had b~n the ~l»bop'B ch()i~; ,but wh n he f(luud it was tile course of tbe rubrick, 

put oif hiS bat. and leld to the bishop, 1 bl~s God It 18 thu fall n out: At last he laid down bit head, 
IItrt'lcht out his hands a the sign, nnd the, executionor let clrop th baL(het, whic:h sever d it from bit buely. 
And t.bUCl thi iD1; d martyr reated from bis labuur, aDd follows ~he Lamb."-Sir P. W A& lell'. Me",Clirt , 
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Historical Tract,. 

There is no proceeding just against any mau, but what is warranted either by Go's 
laws, or the municipal laws of the country where he .Iiv • Now, I am most confident 
that this day's proceedings cannot be warranted by God's law; for, on the contral'Y, 
the authoritY' of obedience unto . kin s is clearly warranted, and strictly command­
ed, both in the Old and New Testament; which. if denied, I am ready in tantly 
to prove. od for the que tion now in baud, thtre it is aid, that H where the word 
of a king is, there is power, and who may say unto him, what eloest thO! " Eccles. 
viii. 4. Then for the laws of thi land, I am no Ie s confi( ent that no learned lawyer 
will affirm that an impeachment can lie against the king, they all goin(T in his name; 
and one of their maxims is, that the king can do no wrong. Be ide, the law upon 
which you ground your proceedings must either be old or new: if old, show it; if l1e\v, 
tell what authority, warranted by the fundamental law of the land, hath made it, 
and when. But how tbe hou e of commons can erect a court of' judicature, which 
was never one its if: (as is well known t all lawyers,) I leave to od and the world to 
judge; and it were full as strange that they hould pretend to make laws without king 
or lord house, to any tllat have heard speak of tlle laws of England. 

And admitting, but not granting, that the people of England's commission could 
grant your pretended. power: I ee nothing you c~n shew for t~at; !or certainly you 
never asked the questIOn of the tenth man of the kmgdom ; and 111 tIns way you mani-:­
festly wrong even the poorest ploughman, if you demand not 11i free consent: nor can 
you pr tend any colour for this your pretended commis ion, without the consent, at 
lea t, of the major part of every man in England, of what oever quality or condition; 
which I am sure you never went about to tlk; so far are you from having it. Thus 
you ee that I speak uot for my own right alone, as I am your king, but also for the 
true liberty of all my u~jects, which con j ts not in sharin r, the power of government, 
but in living under such laws, such a government as may give themselves the best as­
surance of their lives, and propriety of their goods, Nor in tbis mu t or do I forget the 
privil ge of bo th houses of parliament, \vhich this day's proceedin<Ts doth not only vio­
late, but likewise occa ion the greate t breach of their public faitt tbat I believe ever 
was heard 0 , with which I am fal' from charging the two houses: For all the pretend­
ed crime laid against me bear date long before thi late treaty at ewport; in wbich 
I having concluded a much as in me lay, and hopefully expecting the two houses 
ngreem nt ther unto, I was slIddenly urpri d, and hurried from thence a a pri oner; 
upon \ hicb account I am, against my ~ Ill, brought hither; wb re, ince I am come, I 
cannot but to my power defend the anci nt laws and liberties of thi kingdom, too'e­
ther with my ownJu t right. Then, for any thing I can ee, the higber hou e is totally 
excluded. . 

And for the house of commons, it is too well known that the major part ot them are 
detain d or deterred from sitting; so as, if I had no other, this were sufficient for me to ) 
prote t again t the ]a\ fulness of your pretend d court. Be id all tlli , th p ace of 
th kingdom is 11 t the ,least in my thoughts: aod ,what hop:; of ettlement is there, 0 

long a power reigns wlthout rule of law; chan 109 the whole frame of that '(,vern­
ment under which thi kingdo,m hath t1ouri~hed tor ma?y bun~red year ' ; (nor will I 
say what will filII out in C St! tblS law Ie ,UIlJU t proceedlllg agamst m do go on :) and 
bereve it the c mmon i Engl nd will not thank you r thi change; for they will 
remembe~ how happy th y ba e bee~ of late y~ars. under the r ibm 0 Queen j lizabeth, 
the I incr my father, and my~ If, unt11 tlw be lDnlDg of these unhappy trouble, and 
will hav . use to doubt that tl ey shall ne er be so happy unller any new. And by 
thi' time it wiJl be to sen ibly evid nt t lut the arms 1 took up were only to defend 
the fund m ntal laws of this kingdom, against tho e who have supposed D1y power. 
hath totally changed the ancient gov rnmellt. . 

Thu bavingsbewed you briefly the reasons why I canuot submit to your pretend, 



Trocts du1'inB' tl18 Rtl'gn qf King Charles 1, 

ed authority without violating the tru t whi h I have from Goel, for the welfare and 
lib rty of Ill)' people, ' P ct fr m you, either clear rea on to convince my jud -
m nt shewlOO me that I am 1ll an Iror, (and th n truly I wIll readily al1swer,) or tha t 
you ~ 111 withdraw your procee~in s', 

] hi 1 intendt'd to sp ak 10 We tmm ter-Hall, on Monday, ~ d January, but, against 
reason, w hindered to shew my rea ous. 

King "aries hi~' Case; or, an, AplJea1 to aU rational Men, ,cOnCCrl1!ng his T1'!}al at the 
IIi/!!1 COlwt if J ustice: Bcwp,fm' tIle mOlit pUt·t, tltat WlllCh wall' mte'llded to h(tve bem 
delivered at the Bar. it' the King had pleaded to the CIt01-ge, and put hl1nself upon t! 

fair 1't''ljal: Jrf7ith all additio71lfl Opinion c(}ncerlli~, the Death flf King James, tile loss 
,g/, Rochet, and the blood qf' Irelaud. By John Cook oJ Gra!J's-Iml, Barrester, 16l9. 

listie 1 a excellent virtue: 
Rea on is the life of the law. 

omanish pity to mourn for a tyrant, 
, 5 a deceitflll cruelty to a .city. 

The following intended char~e i of a natur; which hew a con ciou n 9 in the accuser's mind, that 
b~ wa 'Unable to bottom III ple u pon any known or e tablll,hed round in law, but wa reduced 
to mak it up from current ret rt, in inuatious, a,na Ilggl'aVallOn , joineci to in lances of mal· 
administration, wbi h cannot be d fended or paillat d; tbu , extract'" a g nend conclUSIOn 
of rUll t from a variety of chal'''e J me of \~ hich wei als, or incHpliblt' of proof, while others, 
though ploved, ~ell-8b~rt of theyt.unl , COOS{qu nee ~hich" en' t~ be, atta,ched to the, accusa­
tion. Tbe scurnlou vlOlenc w ltl l \\ bleh th ('barge I expres ed IS h"ewise lh a ttribute of 
one who wi bee to c:1nve bi udienc further than hi own conviction has been able to carry 
imseJf. 

To tlte Reader. 

The righteou JUdge, whose judgment is not only inevitable, but infallihle, must 
hortly judg ~ rot, and all that coneu rred to bring the capital deIiuquent to condign 

PUnt hment; but, in th interim, I desire to bejuclged by all understanding men in the 
world, that suffer their judgments to be swayed by reason, and not \;ia !, d by private 
intere t, whether vel' any man did 80 much deserve to dye. ain for the murth 'I' of 
one righteou Abel, and David for one Uriah, had been men of death, had not God 
pardoned them. Those thirty-one kings which Joshua hanged up, and auI" Sf'\'en 

sons, which were but, at the wors~ (a it seems to me,) vii counsellor, wel'e they not' 
innocent, n y, aint, in comparison of this man? Tho e that crucified Christ did it ig­
noran\ly; for had thE'Y known him, they had not crucified the:' Lord uf Glory. The 
saints under the t n per e~ulion suffered by the hands of heathtns; the Si 'jlian ve -
~rs, tho Parisian Ol3ssacre of the protestants, and the guu-po"'der plot, were acted 
and intended by papists, out of a conceit of mtrit; but tot' a protestant prince, stllea 
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the Defender of the Faith, in a time of IiO'bt, that had sworn to k ep the peace, recei­
ved tribute t() that end, and might have had the very hearts of the people, if they could 
have given him them without death, (the strongest eo l'agements;) I say, for 'uch a one 
to persecute the faithful, destroy and inslave the people by oppres ing cruel tie , and, 
when Machiavel could not do, it, to le.vy a war to that wicked end, which Dever any 
of his ance tors durst attempt; that might at any time, with a word of his mouth, have 
stopt all the bleeding veins in the three kingdom, but woulrl not; an for the atisfy­
ing of a ba e lu t, caused more protestant blood to be sheu th n ever was pilt, either 
by Rome, heathen, or antichristian. Bles cd God, what ugly sins lodge in their bo­
soms, that would have had this man to live! But word are but women, proofs are 
men: it is rea on that must be the chariot to carry men to give their concurrence to 
this judgment: Therefore r shall deliver my thoughts tu the courteou' reader, a r was 
prepared for it if i sue bad been joyned in the cause, but with some addition, for iUu _ 
tration sake, desiring excuse for, the preamble, because there is some repetitioll in mat­
ter. 

May it please your Lordship, 
My lord presl<leut, and this high court, erected fot' the most comprehen ive, impar­

tial, and gloriolls piece of ju tice that ever wa~ acted and executed upon the theatre 
of England, for the trying andjudC"ing of Charle Stuart. whom God, in hi wrath, gave 
to be a kinO' to this nation, and will, I t rust, in great love, for his notorious preval'ica­
tions and blood·cyuiltine , take him away from llS; he that hath been the original of 
all injustice, anel the principal author of morc mischiefs to the fi'ee-born people of'this 
natiun than the best anthmetician can well enumerate, stands now to give an account 
of his tewardsbip, and to recci e the good of' ju tice, for all the evil of hi inju tice 
aOlI cruelty. Had he ten thou and Jives, tht!y could not all atisne for the numerous, 
horrid, and barbarou mas (Cl'es or mY,riads and legions of innocent persons, whi h. by 
his command, cnmmis ions, and procurements, (or at least aU the world must needs 
say, which he might have preycnted; and he that suffers any man to be killed, when 
he may ave IIi life without danger of hi own, i a murderer,) have b en cruelly slain, 
and inhumanely murd red in till ' renowned Albion. AD O'lia hath been made anAkeldama, 
and hel' younger ister Ireland a land of ih.! and mi ery; and yet this hard-hearted man, 
as he went out of the court, down the tail", J anuary ~~, said (as s me of hi guard 
told me, and other) that he was wt troubletl for any of the blood that hath been shed, 
but for the blood of one mall, (p radventure he meant trafford.) H wa ' no more affect­
cd with a list that was bl'Ought in to Oxford of five or six thousand sl.tin at Edgehill, 
than to read one of Ben. John Oil'S tragedies. You gentlemen royalist that fouCYht 
for him, if ye had lost our lives tor his sake, you see he would have no more pitied 
you, by his own confe ion, tb~I! 'you J ~ poor wort,n,;, and yet ,"~hat heart' but wc.:>ul,d 
cleave, if it were a rock, melt, If It were Ice, break, If It were a flmt, or dl olv, If It 
were a diamond, to, con iocr that 0 much preciou pI' testant blood should b hed ill 
the e three kingdom j ~o. l~lany gallant, vali~n\' men, of all ort' and cond~tion , to be 
sacri ficed, and lose thel!, live, and nany ot them to dye so desperately. 10 rcc)'ard of 
their eternal conditions, and til thi meeriy and only for the satisfying anel fultilling 
of one man's sinful lust aud wic d \ III. A o'ooci lwpllerd j he that lays dowu hi life, 
or vcutllrell it to save the sheep; but for on , to be ' I) proudly w d 'led to lli ' own c n~ 
ceit ,as 0 maliciou ly to ppuite his pnvate opimon against the publicI' judgment and 
reason of state, and to mak h ad ..l )'ain t the parll ment, who ackl10wledged bim to be 
the head thereof, so t~u' as to give lim lht 11 nOllr of the royal as ent, in settlil)O' the 
militia and sat1 ty of the p~l)pl ; I ay, for a prate tant prince, so belo ed at lome 
auu feared abl'oad, that in lovt: aud gentl tnean:, might have had any thmg rom the, 
parliumel\t· for him to occa~iOll the hedding of so much blo d, for a pretended prero--, . 
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ative, as hereafter will app ar nothing, in it ct, but to fix and perpetuate an absolute 
tyl'aJlll. ; I can a no Ie " but, Lucifer, from \ hence al'e thou fallen; an<l what 
her ticks are th(> in politick, that would ha e had u h a man to live; much more, 
that think 1115 action. to ha e merit d love and prai e from heaven and earth? But 
n ow to eli ' ect th harge. 

I. That th kin~ of EnO'land are trusted with a limited power to O'overn by law, 
the whole tr am and current of I gal authoriti , rUlI so limpid anci lear, tbat I should 
but weary tho e that know it all' ady, and trouble those that n ed not know the par­
ticular ea ' ; for i j on of the fllndam ntal of law. that the king is not above the 
law, hut the la " above the king, I could ea ily rl raigli it from I E,h ard Ill. to the 
juri diction of courts, that the king has no more power or authori ty than what by law 
j oncr dit d and committed to 1lim: but th mo t amous authority is Fortescue, 
chane 1I0r to Henry VI., (and th refore undoubtedly, ould not clip hi mast r's pre­
rogati .) who mo t jlldicia1Jy makes a difli rence between a government wholly regal 
and eignioral, as in turk y, Itu ia, <rance, pain , &c., and a government politic and 
mixed, wh re th law ke ps the beam even betw en 'overeignty and subjection, a in 
England, Denmark, we-den, and J)oland: the first, where the dict 0 a princ makes 
the law, re embles an impetuou inundation of the water, whereby the corn and hay, 
and other fruit!> of th earth are poi led, a h 11 it i mid-winter at mid-summer; the 
latter i like a w t, mooth trearn, running by the pleasant fields and meadow. 
That by the law of England the king ought not to impose any thing upon the people, 
or take an. thing away from them, to the value of a farthing, but by common consent 
in parliam nts or national meetin(T ; and that the people, of common right, and by 
several tatute. ought to have parliament yearly, or oftener if need be, for the red res 
of pubJick gl;evanc 8, and for the enacting of good and whol ome law, and rep aling 
of old statutes of Omri, which are pr judicial to the nation; and that the king hath 
not by law 0 much power a a ju tice of peace, to commit any man to prj on, for any 
offence what ver, b cau e all such matter were ommitted to proper courts and of:' 
fi r of ju tice: And if the kinO'. by hi erbal command, send for any per ou to come 
b fore him, if the party r fu ed to attend, and the me enger endeavouring to force 
llim, tht:y fell to blow. if th Tn ssenger tilled th party s ot tor, this, by the law, is 
murd r in him; but If he kill d the messenger, thi wa justifiable in him, being in bis 
own defence, 0 as to su forth a pardon of cour e. These, and many other ea e of like 
nature, at' 0 clear and well known, that I will not presume to multiply partieulal's. 

That th kin took an oath at III coronation to pre erve the peace of lhe nalion, to 
do ju tic to all, and to keep and ob er e the law which the people have, him elf con­
f4 • And it wa charg d upon the late arch.bi bop, that he emasculaled the oath, 
and left out very material word ,-wlti It the people /za/Lchuse; I which ct'rtainl), h ourst 
not have done without th king' sp cial command: and it eem to me no ltght pre-
umpti n that from that very day he had a desi n to alter and ubvert the fundamen­

tal laws, and to introduce an arbitrary and tyranni ul government. Hut though there 
had been 110 oath, yet, by special office and duty of his plae , every king of England 
i obliged to act f; r the people' good; for all power, a it is originally in the p ople, 
(hl" mu t ne d be e tream 19norant, malidous, or a If-destroyer, that shall delly it,) 
so it i giv n forth for tb if pre ervation, nothing for their de truction. For a king to 
rule by Iu t? and not by 10. , is a creature that was never of God' making, n t 0 God's 

• It wa clamoroD ly \l g d II~ in t nud, t.hat h had coun 11 d th omis~ion of the (ollowin~ clau from the 
coronatiuo oatb: ".de d jUCitRdo r ip U'IJ Domirumt rege,,, tUS ent lJrottgclIdol ct ad Iwnorcm Dl:i corrobo­
rondum qwal vulgu jU4t' cl ,'atiunablliler ellftetit." BUl this umi ion was of an enrlier cllIle, Ill> WIi$ pruved 
by c<.mparlO8 tbe oath of Cb rIc With that of hi falh r Jame , with whicb it agreed roerbatim. A tbl ap-

ared on Laud' trial, il W8b the bight of inju lice to r VI\,1l a confuted lie U I:tlillo against hi. muter Cbarl • 
Probably Jamu 1. bad been hiua6eif the auUwr ot the altetlltiOQ will,<h was (/bjected to hi Ion. 
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approbation, but his permission: and though such men are said to be goc1s on earth, 'ti 
in 00 other sense than the devil is called the god of this world. It seems that on passao-e 
which the king would have offered to the court (which was not perm itt him to di. 
pute the supreme authority in the nation, and standing mute, th charge bein& for high 
treason, it is a conviction in law) was, that 1 am. viii. is a coPy of the king' commi­
sion, by vi)'tue whereof he, as king, might rule and govern as he list: that he might ~akf> 
the people's sons, and appoint them for himself, for his chariots, anci to b his hor 'emen, 
and take their uaughters to be his confectionarie , and take their field, and vineyards, 
and olive yard, even the best of them, and their goodlie 't young m n, al)d their a e; 
and o-ive them to his officers, and to his el'vants; which, indeed, is a copy and pattern 
of an absolute tyrant and absolute slaves, wbere the p ople have no more than tbe ty­
rant will afford them. The holy spirit in that chapter does not in inuate what a O'ood 
king ought to do, but what a wicked king would presume to do. Be ides, Saul and 
David had . xtl'aordjnary callings; but all ju t pow r i now derived from, and COll­

ferred by the people: yet in the case of Saul it is ouservabJe that the pt!ople, out of 
pride to be like other nations, desired a king, and such a king as the heathens had, 
wbich were all tyrants; for they that know any thing in hi lory, know that the first 
four monarchs were all tyrant at first, till they gained the p ople' consent. Nimrod 
the great hunter was Ninus that built Nineveh, the first tyrant ana conqueror that 
had no title; and 0 were all kingdoms, which are not elective till the people's subse­
quent consent; and though it be by dis eDt, yet 'tis a continuation of a conqlle t. Till 
the people con eot, and voluntarily submit to a government, they are but slaves, and 
in reason they may free them lve, if they can. In France the kinO" beO'in hi reign 
from the day of hi coronation: the arch-bishop asks the people ifl1c ~aU b king; 
the twelve peer, or some that personate them, say yes; they girt the sword about him; 
then he swears to defend the law. And is any thing more natural than to keep 
an oath? And though virtuous kings have prevailed with the people tl) make their 
crowns hereditary, yet the coronation shews the shell that the kernel hath been in. 
Samuel was a good judg , and there was nothing could b ohject d against him, there­
fOl'e God wa displea ed nt their inordjnate desire of a king: and it seems to me that 
the Lord declares his eli like of all such kings as the heathens were, that is, king with 
an unlimited power, that are not tied to laws ; for ue gave them a king in his wrath ; 
therein dealmg with them a the wise phJ sicran with tlJe distempered and impatient 
patient, who desiring to drink wine, tells him the danO'er of inflammation, yet wine be 
will have; and the phy ician, considering a little wine will do but little hurt, rather than 
hi patient by fretting should take greater hurt, prescribes a little white wine; wherein 
!he phv iciall doth not approve his drinking of wine, but of two evils chooseth the least. 
The Jews would have king for maje ty and splendor, like the heathens: God permits 
this; he approve it not. It eem to me that the Lord renouncesthevery genus of such 
k,ing a are there mention d; and the <?ld word conni.ng (b):' con~ractjon king) doe not 
signifie power 01' force to do what he Will, but a koowlllg, Wl e, dl ere t man, that opens 
the peoples eyes, and does not lead them by the no e ) but gov~rn them w' th wisdom 
and discretion for their own good. Therefore, gentlemen-royal) t , be not so mad as to 
mi construct, 'either the oaths of a1tegiance or supremacy, or any league or covenant, 
that any man uld wear to give an.y on~ leave t? cut hi . ~hroat. The true meaning is, 
th~t th~ king of England was snpreme m thiS land, .lD 0Ppo ItlOn to t!le ~ope, or any ~ther 
prmce or potenta , as the word of the oath do Imp rt, that no torelgn state, prInce, 
or potentate, &.c. In Caie of any foreign invasion, the king wa b law to be general­
Ii simo, to command the people for their own af ty; and 0 it wa ~xpound d b~ the 
parliament. in 13 Eliz., wbich, for some rea 0 of state, w not permitted to be prInted 
with th statutes. Besides, God told tho 'e kings whom he had to.rmerly anoynted ": ha 
their duty was' not to exalt thcmselres over-much ahove their brethren, to dehght 
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thenl lves in the law of God; out of which I inC! rr that the Turks, Tartars, Iu co. 
vir , Fr ncb, Spaniard, aud all pe<lple that live at th beck and nod of tyranni al III n, 
may l1nd ought to rre thpm Iv from that tyranny. it: and \'Ilen they can; for uch 
tyrant , that so domineer with a rod of iron, do not O'ovel'l1 by Gods pcrmis 'ive hand of 
approbation or b 11 diction, but by the permis ive hand of hi providen u/f ring 
them to c.:ourp,e th people, for nd~ bE' t known to him dr, until he open a way tor 
the people to work out their own enfranchisements. 

But befor ( peak of the war it will he nece ary, for sati faction of rational men, to 
op n and prove tht' king wicked desi~n, wherein he stands charged. Now, that he bad, 
from tll beginniug of hi reign, llch a design and indeavour so to ttar up the f linda· 
tion of gOY rnment. tha law should be no prot ction to any man person or state, 
will cl rly appear by what follows . 

•. By hi not taking the oath so fully a his precleces ors did, that so, when the par­
liament should tender good law to bim for the royal a ("nt, he might readily answer 
that he was not by oath obliged to confirm or corroborate the arne. 

2. By hi dishonourabl and perfidious d aling with the people at his coronation, 
w h n he set forth a pro lamation, that in regard of the tnt' ction then spread through the 
kin tTdom, he promi cd to dispen e with tho e knight, that, by an old statute, were to at­
tend at the coronation, wh/') were hereby r quir d llut to all end ; but did, notwith tand· 
ing, within few n onlhs after, take advantage of their abs nee, and raised a va t sum of 
mouey out of their e tate at the coutlcil table; where they pleading the said pro ·Iallla­
tion for their ju~tifi ation, they w r answered, that the law of the land wa ahove any 
proclamation; like that tyrant that. when be could not by law e ecute a irgin, com­
manded 11er to be deOoured, and then put to death. 

S B hi alterinO' tbe patent and commis 'ion to the judges, which having hereto­
fore had their places granted to them so 10n~ a th y houlrl behave them, f>lve therein, 
he made them but during plea me; that 0 1f the judge should not oeclare the law to 
be a he would have it, he might with a wet finger remove them, and put in uch as 
should not only ay, but swear, if e d were, that the law wa as the king would ha\'e it ; 
for wh n a man shall gi e fiv or ten thousand pound for a judges place during the 
kiug-s pleasure, and he ball the next day send to him to know hi opinion of a cliffe· 
r nce-ill law between the king and a ubject, and it hall be tntlmated unto him, that jf 
he do not deHv I' his opinion for tire klng. he is likely to b removed out of his place 
th n xt day; whloh if so, he know not how to live. but mu ,t rot in a prison for the 
moo y which h borrowed to buy his place; as wa well known to be sOlUe ot their 
cast's who under-hand and closely bought great places, to lucIe the danger of th statute. 
'Vhether thi wa not too heavy a temptation for the shoulders of most men to bar, is 
no hard !liatt r to determine; so a upon the matttr, that very a t of his made the king 
at the lea t a pot ntial tyrant; tOT when that shall b law whit'h a king shall declare 
him 'elf; 01' which shall be declareu by tbo:,e whom he choo es, this brings th people to 
the very next step to slavery. 

Bul that which does .rrefi·agably prove the.de ign, was hi' restle s rlesire to destroy 
parllamtuts, or Ul make them usetes : And for that, who know not but that there wele . 
three or four national merlio/(B in parliamellt in the fir!>t four years of his r ign, which 
wer~ called for supply, tobriogmoney into hi_~cofl'ers in point of suhs' ies, ratlwr than 
for any benefit to the p oplt.", a~ may apPear by th ftw gooo Laws that were tbt'll made? 
But that which is most memorable. is the untimely di olving of the parliament an 4 
Car., when ir John .Elliot and olb r8 (who managed a conf rt'nc~e With the house of 
peers concerning the duke of Buckingham, who, among t oth(>1' things. wa charged 
concerning the death of King James) were committed clo!te prisoners to the Tower, 
wbere he lost his life by cruel indul'ance: Which I may not pass over without asp&: 
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cia1 animadversion; for sure there i no Turk or heathen but will say, that if be were 
any way guilty of his father death I 1 t him die for jt. r 

I would not willingly be 0 injuriou to the honest reader, as to make him buy that 
again which he hath formerly met with in the parliaments declamtiotl or elsewhere: in 
such case a marginal rtference may be ufficient. or. would I herein be so pre ump­
tllOUS as to prevent any thinO' that happily may be int nded in any declar:ttiOrl for more 
general satisfaction; but humbly to offer a students mite, which satisfi·:; my self, with 
sllbmi ion to better judgments. 

How the king first came to the crown, God and his own con cience best knew. It 
was well known .and ob erved at court, that a little hefore be was a professed enemy 
to the duke of Duckingham, but in tantly upon the death of Ki ng Jame, took him 
into sllch pecial protection, grace, and favour, that upon th matter h divided 
the kingdom with him. And when the Earl of llri t01 bad e., hibit d a charge against 
the aid duke, the 1 S aTtic! whereof concerned the death of KinO' James, he instant" 
ly dissolved that parliam nt, that so he might protect the duke from the ju tice there­
of, and woulri never suffer any legal inquhy to be made for hi fathel's death. The 
Rabbin~ observe, that that which stuck mo t with Abraham about Gods command to 
sacrifice t aac, was this: "Can I not be obedient, unless I be unnatural? What will 
the heathen, say, when they t ear I have killed my only son r" What wtll an Indian say 
to this case? A king hath all powe::r in his hands to do ju tic. There is ono accused, 
upon strong pre umptions at the least, for poisoning that king's, father; the king pro­
tects him from jU!ltice: wh~ther do you believe that himself had any hand in his ~thers 
death? Had the duke heen accused for the death of a beg er, he ought not to have 
prote(,'ted him from a judicial trial. Ve know that by law it is no less than misprision 
of treason to conceal a tr 'a on; and to conceal a murder strongly implies a guilt 
thereof~ and makts him a kind of access~ry to the fact. He that hath no nature to do 
justioe to hi own father, could it ever be expected that he hould do justice to others? 
'Was he fit to contillue a fathel' to the people, who wa without natural affection to bis 
mvn father? Will he love a kinO'dom, that shewed no 10\'e to himself, unle s it was 
that he dur t not uffer inquisition to be made for it ? Dut I leave it as a riddle, which 
at the day of judgment will be expounclerl and unriddled; for ome sin will not 
be made manife t till that day; with thi only, that had he made the law of God hi . 
delight, and studied therein night and da " as God commanded his hog to do, or 
had he but tOOied cripture half 0 much as Ben. Johnson or Shake pear, ~ he might 
l1ave Jearnt that \vhen Amaziah was set led in the kingdom, he suddenly did ju tice 2 Killf:' Iii. 

upon those ervauts which had kill d hi father Joash: he did not, by any pretended pre. tOl z y.l, 5, 

rogative, eXGU e or protect them, but delivered them up into the band of that justice 
which the horridne of the fact did undoubtedly demerit. 

That parliament 4 Car. proving so abortive, the king set forth a proclamation, that '7 Mar. 

none should pre ume to mo e h~m to call parliamen.ts for he knew ho\v to rai ' C moni~ !I C r. 

enough without the help of pariJament ; therefore, III 1 ~ years, I'efuseth ~o call any: III 

which int rval and intermission, how he had oppressed the people, by mcroachments 
and u urpations upon their liberties a d pro rtie, and what va t Sllmm of money 
he had forceably exacted and xllau d by illegal patents and moriopolie of all OTt, 
I refcrr the reader to th~t mo t judiciolls and full declaration of the state of the king­
dom, puhli hed in the b ginning of thi parliament. That judgment of hip-money 

• The mingling an iD&inulltiun of i!O black a llutUTt', and so totally alien ~ the king's .temp';r and djsp~sition, 
aecms intended by the orator to poison hi UIT()\V, 1\ it were, by be p<'alung the publiC antipathy Ilgtllnst the 
ae(,u ~d. me relO81'ks 011 the falsehood of lh(' cb:lI'ge will be found prell ed to Dr Egli~ame'. Fore-runner 
of .Rev~njle. ., . . . 

'Tbi il the aecond time th"t 1\Ir Cooke upbl'l\lUS the unhappy p~lO~e With hiS tule for ~~ite 1 artU~g, ~nd 
for til poetry of bakespeare and JnhnloOn. Thi repl'lMLch WitS qUite III character from a ngld BnQ rUrll4D1cal 
la.w)cr. Bllt wbat thaIl we say, when it i . re-ecb~1I by' ~lIe imm?r,tal ~iItoll, who ~unts Charles I memory 

Ith a quotation from II the closet cQJDpamon of hlS lIOijtUdel-WilillUD Shako.peare I . 
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dirt, upon the matter, formaliz h peopl ab olu slav s, and him an ab olllte tyrant; 
for if the king may take flOm th p opl in ca e of nee it ,and him If 811a1l b 
jud!!'e of that ncces ity. til n cannot any man say that he is worth 6d. ; for if the king 
say that he hath need of that 6d., th n by law h mu t have it: 1111 an that great 1m· 
rod that would ha\e mad all Entrland a forre t, and th people, which the bishops 
call his sheep, to b bis veni on, to b hunted at hi plea UTe. 
~or doe the common ~jection , that the judg s and evil counsellors, amI not the 

king, ought to be re pon ible for such male-adminislrations, iujusti • and oppres ' j n, 
Lear the weight of a teath r in the baJlance of right rea '011 ; or, J." ho made ueh 
wicked and corrupt judg , ? Were they not hi own crea ure? nd ought not ev ry 
man to be accountabl t<)r the works of hi own hand ? He that does not hmder the 
doin o of eVil, if it h in hi power to prevent it, i uilty of it, a a commanner there­
of lIe that uffered tho e lack stars to inflict uch barbarous Gruelti and unht'ard­
of uni hments, as branding, slittinO' of no e , &c., upon honest mru, to the di!tho­
nour of the prote 'taut r li rrion, and disgrace of the image of God, shining in the tace 
of man, he well deserved to have been so served. But,~. H had the benefit of those 
megal fines and judgm IltS. I agree, that if a juoge shall oppre I. S., for the bene­
fit of I, D., the king ought not to answer for this, but the judge, unless h protect 
the judge aga 'n t tll ompll'lint 0 1. ., and in that ca e h make him elf guilt of it. 
Dut when an unju t judgment i given against I. ., for the king' ben fit, and the fine 
to come immediat Iy into his coffer, he that receives the money mu t need be pl'e!'lI~ 
med to con ent to the judgment. But, S. Mark a Machia el policy. all no parha­
ments, to question the injustice and corruption of jurlges, for the people's relief, and 
make your own judge, and let that be law that they declare; ~heth r It b reasonable 
or ulll'ea onable, it i no matter. 

But then ho arne it to pas that w bad any more parliaments? Had we not a 
graciou king, to carl a parliarn nt when there wa 0 much n ed of it; and to pa s 
so many gl'aciou acts to put down the star-chamber, &c,? Nothing less. It wa ' not 
any oluntary free act of grace, not the least ingredient or tin ture of love or 
good atl ction to the people, that call eo the short parliament in 1., but to serve illS own 
turn again t th Scot, whom he then had debignetl to enslave. And tho e even a ts 
of grace which th king past were no more than hib duty to do, nor hatf so much, 
but giving the pe pIe a take of their own ri t, ; and he di , sents with them about the 
milit ia, \\ hich commanded all the rest: he ne\'er intended th r by an mOI'e good and 
security to the people, than he that, 1 aling the goose, leaves the feathers behind bim. 
Bu to ans 'er the question; thus it was: 

1 h king being wholly given up to bId by the councils of a jesllited party, who 
~m eavoured to throw a bon of di ention among us, that they might ca t ill thell' Det 
into our troubled "aters, and catch more fish; for St Pet r' ee per wad d the king 
to et up a new form of prayer in ' ot aod, and laid the bait 0 cunningly, that, wb -
ther they saw it r not, they were undone: if they saw the mistery of iniquity couch­
ed in it, they would I' ist, and so meri punishmen tor rebdting; if th y swallowed 
it, it would make Wily for wor c. Well, they aw the poison, and refu ed to tast it: 
the king make wal'; and many that loved honour nnd wealth mor than od a i't­
.ed him: town he \V nt vith an army, but his trea ure wa ted in a hOlt time: fight 
th would not, fol' ft-ar of an after-re koniug: some conlmand rs propound that th y 
should make thf'ir oemand ; and the king )'rants all, come back to London, and burns 
th pacio 'ation, saying it \\'a counterfeit: they re-as urne their forts: h ~ rai es a sec()nd 
war again 't them, and wa necessitat d to call a parliament, oft ring to lay down, hip­
moo y fo twelve subsidies: they l'~fuse: th king, in high di pI aSUl'e, breaks off the 
parliam nt, Ild in a declaration commands th<.m not to think ot any more parliament, 
for he would u ver call another. 

There was a king of £gypt t at crue))y opprest the people: the pOOl' slaves com-
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plaining to one another, he f1 ared a ri ing, and commanded that none should complain, 
upon pain of cruel death: pies being abroad. they often met, but durst Dot speak, but 
parted with tear 10 their eyes, which declared that they had more to utter, butdurst not : 
thi struck him to greater fears: he commanded that none should look upon one another's 
eye at partin ; tbc:!l'c:fore their gri fa being too great to be ~mothered, tbey fe tcht a 
deep i,.h when they parted. which moved them so to compassionate ODe another's 
wrongs, tbat they ran in and killed tht: tyrant. Tne 10ng-hatchin O' lri, h trea on was 
now rip I ane! therefore it was nece ary that England and Scotland should be in com­
bu tion, Ie t we might help the Irish protestan t . Well, the ~cot get Newca tIe: he 
knew they would trust him no more, he had so often broke with them, th refore 
no hope to (ret them out by a treaty . Many lords and the city petition for a parliament. 
The kinO' was at uch a necessity, that yield he must, to that which he most abhorred: 
God had hrought him to sllch a trait He that a few months bet; r assumed t he pow­
er of God, commanding men not to think of parliaments, to resU'aiD the free thoughts 
of the heart of man, was con train d to call one; which they knew be would break off 
when the ' cots w re ent home, therefore got a confirmation of it, that he should not 
oi olve it without the consent of both hou es, of which he had no hopes, or by force, 
which he uddenly attempted: and the English army in the north was to have come 
up to confOllnd the parliament and tbi rebellious and disloyal city, as the king called 
it, and for their paills wa promi ed thirty thou atHI pounds and the plunder, a by the 
examinations of Colonel Goring, Legge, &c., cloth more fully appear. 

And here, b the way, I cannot but commend th city malignant : He calls them re· 
bel ; they call him a gracious king: he, by his proclamat.ion at Oxford, prohibits all 
commerce and entel'cour e of trade b tween this populou city (the life and interest 
whereof con ' i t in trad , without which many thou and can.not sub 1st) and other 
pa.l't of the kingdom: still they do gooo against evil. and petitio l1in(r h im so often to 
cut their throat!'!, are trouhled at nothing so much as that they are not reduced to that 
former and a wor e bondage than when there was a lord-warden made in the ci ty. and 
the king sent for a much of theil- estate as he plea ed. But urely the Oxford Jlire 
men a.re more to b commended; for when the king had command eI, bv hi s pl'OclaQ"la- 15 Apr. 

tion, that what corn, hay. and ,olher provi ion in the connty of Oxford could not be i O Car. 

fetcht into the aid cit , for hi . garri on, should b consumed and oe troyed by fire; 
for fear it h uld fall into the hand ' of the parliament friend, (a cruelty not to be pa­
ra ll eled by any infielel, 11 al h 0, or pagan king-, nor to be pre iclent d amongst tile m t 
avowed and profe ' ed nemies, much les fi'om a king to his ukjects,) th resolved 
nevcr to tl-ust him any more. , 

BUl the gr<>at question will be, What hath been the true ground and occa ion of the 
war? Which ulIle I clear, and put it out of que tion, a the charge import, I hall 
fall hort of what 1 chiefly aim at, viz. That tbe king t up his tandard of war for 
the a4ivan{'ement and upholding of his p r:;ooal inter' 't, power. and pretend d p re ro­
gc tlve, again t the publick 11ltere t of common right, peace, and safety; and thu I 
prove it. l _ 

1. He fought for the militia by sea and land, to have it at hi ab olut dispo e, and 
to ju tifie all(i mainta.in his 'ille~al commi lon ' of array; and this he preten(\'d w hi 
birth-right by the law of England: Which, if it were ' 0, then mio'ht h , by tilt' am 
r .a on, command all t ~ money in the kmgrlom; Of he that carrie the sword wi 1 COIU­

mand th purse. 
~. The next thing that he pretended to fight for. wa , h,is pO\ er ~o call par~iaments 

when he ph~ased, and dissolve them when he h~. If they WIll rve hIS tUfn, 
tht'D they may sit by ~ law t~ 'llsla e the p ople; so that the people had ~tter ch~o .e 
all the courtiers and kmg's favorItes at first, than to trou~1 them 'elve, wld lu(hbn­
ous cIt tions to a emu\e the freeholder togetl1t'1', to th Ir great labour and expence, 
both of tim~ and coin; and those which are chosen knights and burge se to Dlake 
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great preparations, to take long journie to London, them Ive and their attenciants, to 
5 e the king and lords in theil' parliament rob ririe in tate to the house, and, with 
Domltian. t ll catch fli : and no ooner haH there be anv breathing, or a piritof ju -
tice stlfrin O' and discowred in the hou of common, but the kin nd th black rod, 
and oi sohe the parliament, and send them ha k agam, as wis as they wer befor 
but not with 60 111U b money in their pur , to tell tori s to the freeholders pf the 
bravery of the king and lord' 

3. Well ut.if thi be too g;ross, ano that tbe people begin to murmur and clamour 
for another parlial nt, then there go s out another ull)mon, and they meet, and si t 
for om time, but a much purpose a betore' f r wh n the common have I resent­
ed any bill for redre of a publick grievance, th n th king hath sever~.t1 game to play 
to make all fruitles ; as, first, his own ne rative \'oic , that if lo.-ds and common are 
both a reed, then he will advise; which (I know not by what stranu'e doctril e) bath 
b en ot late con trued to be a plain denial; though, Ullder favour, at the fir t it \Va 
no more but to allow him two or three days time to consider of the equity of tht: law ; 
in which time if he could not convince them of the iuju lice of it, then ought he, by 
hi oath ana by law, to con eut to it. 

4. But if by th ' mean th king had contracted hard thoughts from the people, and 
that not only the commons, but many of the lords, that h e the sam noble' blood 
running in their vein. a tho e English barons who e swords were the chief in tru­
ment that purchased 1f\gna Charta; then, that the kinO' might be ure to put some 
other hetween him and the peoples hatred, the next prerogative that he pretended 
to have wa to be the solejutlge of chivalry, to have the sole power of conferring ho­
Dours, to make as many lords as he pleased; that 0 he may be ure to have two against 
one, if the hOll e of commons (by reason of the multitude of bUI"(res es, which he like­
wi e pretended a power to make a many borough-town and corporations a he plea­
sed) were not pack'd al o. And this i that glorious priviledge of the Engli h parlia­
ment, so much admired for just noth1n ; for if his pretencleo pr rogati\'e might tand 
for law, as wa cballenged by his auherents, never was there a purer cheat put upon 
an people, nor a more rea(ly way to jnslave them, than by pri\'ilege of parliam nt; 
bemg ju t such a mocker of the people a that mo_ck parliament at ) iord wa , where 
th kin . con eDt mu t be th fi ure, and the repre entative land but for a cypher. 

S. But then ut of parliam 11t the people are made to b liev that th kmg hath 
committed all justice to the judges, and di tribut d tlie execution thereof into several 
COl1rts; and th. t the king cannot 0 much as imprison a man, nor impose any thll1g 
upon, nor take any thing away from the people, as by law he ought not to do: But 
now see what prerogative he Challenges. 

J. If the king havea mind tohav anypublick·spirited man removed outoftheway; 
thi man is killed, the murderer known: a letter comes to th judge, and it may be it 
shall be found but man- taught r: if it be found murder, the man i. cond mnecI, but the 
kin grants him a pardon; which the jurlges will allow, if the word umrder be in it: 
but becau e it j too gro to pardon murder, therefore the king hall grant him a lea e 
of his life for e en year, and th n renew it, (like a bi h p' lea e,) as he did to Major 
Prichard, who wa lately ju ticed; who bing a servant to the earl of Lindsey, murder­
ed a ientlelllan in Lincoln hire, and was condemned, and had a lease 0 his life f.-om. 
the klOg, as hiB own friend have credibly told me. 

i. For matter of liberty:-The king or any courtier ends a man to prison; if 
the jndge set him at liberty, then put him out f his place; a temptation too beavy 
for those that love money and honour mor than God to bear; therefore any judge­
ment that is given between the king anu a subject, 'tis not worth a ruab; for what will 
not money oo? 

Next, he cballenges a prerogath'e to ~nhance and uebase mooeys, which by law was 
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allowed him, so far as to haHan e trade, and no further; that jf gold went high be­
yond ea, it might not be cheap here, to have it all bought up aoli transported. But 
und f col Uf of ,-hat he challen )'es a prerogative, that the king may by proclamation 
make 1 ather currant, or make a sixp nee go for twenty hillings, or a twenty shillin 
for sixpence: Whi -h, not to m Dtion any thing of the pro p ct of farthinO' , or bra 
money, he that c!lallenge such a prerog-ative i a potential tyrant~ for if h ·may make 
my twt:lve·pen e 10 my pocket worth but two· p nce, what property hath any man in 
all,v thing that b enjoy ? 

Another prerogative pretended was, that the king may void any grant, and so may 
couzen and cheat any mall by a law, the ground whereof is, that the kinO' grants 
slial! b taken according to his intention; wHich, in a sober sense, I wi 11 that all mens 
grants lnight be so con tl'llcted. according to their int ntions, e pr t 'y wo d or wri. 
ting: But by thi means it being hard to know what th king intelldf'd, his grants 
have been lik til devil oracles, taken in any contrary sen ,for hj own advantaoe. 

1. R. In th famou ca e of Aiton wood there is vouched the lord LOH::ls case, 
that the king granted lands to the lord Love) and his heirs-male , not tor ervlce done. 
but for a valuabl con idtl'ation of mOil y paid: The patentee well boped to have enjoy­
ed the land, not ouly during hi life, but that hi. heir.s-males, at lea ' t of his body, 
should have likewi enjoyed it: But the ju<i e finclioO', it seems, tnat the king was 
wiHin to keep the mOlley, and bave his lanel again, (fol' what other reason no mortal 
man can fathom.) resoh'ed that it WitS a "oid grant, and that nothing pan::d to the pa­
tent e. I miO'ht instance in many ca. es of Itke nature, thl'OuO'hout all the rt'port ; as 
one once made hj boa t, that he ntver made or past any patent or charter from 
the crown, but he r . erved one starting bole or ol~er, and knew how to void it, and so 
~eerl to couzen and defraud the poor patentee. ' 0 that now, put all these preroga­
tIves toO'elher,-I. Th mi itia by a and land; 2. A libert,v to call parliaments hen 
he pl,'a"ieo, aud to adjourn, prorogue, or oissolve tllem at pleasllre ; 3, A negative voice, 
that the pe pit: cannot save tliemseh'es wlt.hout him. and n.ust cut thell own throats, 
jf command d 0 to do.; t. The nOtDlIlatlOn and making of all the iud~e', that, lIpon 
peril of the lOll of their place, mu 'l declare tlte law to b as be f>iea ' t's; 5 . A pow­
er to confer honours upon whulll , and how he plea e ; (a covelou ba wr tell, 
for five or ten thou aud pounrl , to he courted. who deserv to lle cart cI ;) o. To par­
don murderers. whom the Lord sa ha I not be pardoned; 7. To t a ~alue 
and pI ice of mon 's as he plea es ; ,that if he be to pay ten thou and pound, he may 
mak leath r, by his pro larnatlon, to be urr:l1lt that day, or a fi e shilling to pa s or 
t,weuty shillin~ ; Rnll if to receive 0 much, a twenty hllhng' to pa for five hil­
hng~; and, lastly, a legal thett to void hi own gran ;-1 may boldly lhrow the gant­
let, and challenge all the Macbia f'1 in the world to invent uch an xquisite plaHorm 
of tyrannical domination, and uch a pertect tyrann,'" without maim or blemi 11, as this 
i , auo that by a law, which i wor t of all . But III truth i , the e are no legal pre­
l'Ogativ , but u,'urpatioo , incroachtu nts, and in\'a ion" ueon the people ' rig'ht and 
libeltie, and this easily effected, wilhout- any Treat d pth of policy; for'ti llut betrtg 
sure to call no parliament , 0)' make them u ele 's, awl make the judge places profit­
ahle, and plat'e avarice upon the bench, and no tlouht hut the law hall ouud as the 
kin r would ha.ve it. But let me tim far sati fit the in enuou reader, that all 
the ju(lge& in Enghtnd t'annot nlak one ea e to be law that i not rea 00, no more 
than tuey can prove a hair to be white tbat i bl( ck j whIch if they h nld ooedare 
or adjudge, it is a meer nullity; for law mll t be rea 'Oil a~judg d, where reasoo i the 
genu i and the judgment ·inome court mak s the ddlerelltite: aod luev d()und that 
the fair h Ild of the COnlDlOl). law of Ellgland ever r ach cI out aoy prero1ralh'e to the 
king, above the meane t man, but in three ca el>: I, j tl matters of honour and pre..emi­
nence 0 i. penson, and in mattera of illtere t, that ht: should have mines-royal 
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of O'otd and silver, in who e land soever they wer di covered; and nshes-royal, a 
aturlT nand whal " ill wlo e tream or wat r oever they are taken; which 
v r' rarel happened; or to have tytl l 5 out of a parish that nobody el could chal-
1 otl'e; fora, tb law, The most noble p r on are to hay th most noul thing : ~. 
To have his pa nl fr ed ft·oJU de eit, that he be not over-rea '11 d 01' couzen d i ll 1 i 
c<JDtract, b 'nO' imployed about th <Treat and arduous affdirs of the ingdom: S. His 
riO'hts to b fr d from incur ion of time, not to e bound up by any statute of non­
claim; for inel d pos ion is a vain plea, when the matter of Tight ; in qu stiOD, for 
right can never di ; and On'le nch honourable pri il dg of m ndin cr hi pI a, or su­
ing in what . urt h will, and orne such pl'erogati\'e , of a middle, indifferent nature, 
that could not be p1' ~uclicial to the p ople: Bllt that tb h w of England h uld .. ,ive 
the king any uch a t, imm ns ,prccipitatin pow 1', or any uch god-like state, that 
he 0 ht not to be accountable fot' wicked actions, or male-administrations and mis~ 
gov rom nt, (as he hath challenged and :wel'l"d in his an wer to th' petition of right, ) 
or any ucb principle of tyranny, which are as inconsi tent with the p opies lib rties 
and afety as the ark and dagon, light and darkness, in all intensive !legree, is a most 
vain and irrational thing to imagine; and yet that wa th grollnd of the war, a him­
self often declared; and that would not have half contented bim, if he had come in by 
the sword. n 'lt some rational men oqjcct, how can it be murder, say they, for th 

lllO' t raj e force against the parliament? sine there is no otber way of determi­
ning dilf~rellce between the kill and his subj cts but by the word ; for the 1 w is no 
competent judge between two supreme powers: and then if it he only a contending 
for each other right, where is the malice that mak the killing of a man murder? 
Take the answer thus: Fir t , How i it possible to imagine two supreme powers in one 
nat ion, 110 more than two suns iu one firmament? If the king b supreme, the parlia­
Blent must be subordinate; if they supreme, then he subol'dinat . But then it is al­
ledg d that the king chal1enged a power only co-ordinate; that the parliament could 
do nothing without him, 110r be witbout them. Under favour, two powers co-ordinate 
is as absurd a tbe other; for though in quiet times the commons have waited upon the 
king. and allowed him a neO'ative voice in matters of less concernment, where delay 
could not prove dan erous to the people, yet when t he commons shall vote that the 
kingdom is in danger, unle , the militia be so al1d so settled, now, if he 'will not a­
gree to jt, they are bound in dut to do it themselves: and 'tis impossi ble to imagine 
that ever any man bOl'lld hav tb COll ent of the people to be their king upon other 
conditions, (without which no man ever had 1'ight to wear the diadem;) for conquest 
makes a till amongst wol ves and bears, but not amongst men. 

hen th fir t agreement wa concerning dle power of parliaments, if the king 
should have aid, ntlem n, are you content to allow me any negative voice; that if 
you vote tl e kingdom 'to be in dangel', unl s such an act pass, if I refuse to assent, 
shallllOthing be done in that case? urely no rational man but would have answered, 
may it plea e your maje ly, we shall use all dutifi.d means to procure YOllr royal a sent; 
but if you ~till refuse, we must not sit &tm and see our selves ruined; we must and will 
save our sdves, whether you wiU or DO. And will any man say that the kings power is 
diminished, because be cannot hurt the people, or that a man is 1es in health that 
hath many phi itians to attend him. God IS omnipotent, that cannot sin; and all pow­
er is for the peoples good ; but a prince may not say tbat i for the pe pIes good, which 
they say and feel to be for their hurt. And as for the malice, the law implies that; as 
when a thief sets upon a man to rob him, he hath no spite to the man, but love t9 the 
money: But it is an implied malice, that he will kill the people, unless they will 
be slaves. 

Q. But by what law is the king condemned? , 
R. By tbe fundameI\tal Jaw of this kingdom, by the general law of all nations, and 

~ 
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the unanimous consent of all rational men in the world, written in every mans heart 
with the p n of a diamoncJ, in capital letters, and a character so legible, that he that 
juns may r ad, viz. That wh n any man is intrusted with the sword for the protection. 
and preservation of the people, if this man shall imploy it to their destruction, which 
was put into his hand for their safety, by the law of that land he becom s an enemy 
to that people, and deserves the most exemplary anci evere puni hment that can be in­
venled: And thi i the first neces al'y fundamental law of every kingdom, which, by 
intrinsical rule of government, must presen'e it self: And this law needed not be ex .. 
prest, That if a king become a tyrant, he shall die for it, 'tis so naturally Implied. 'Ve 
do not use to make laws which are fOt; the preservation of nature, that a man shoultl 
eat and drink, and buy hi.m elf cloaths, and injoy other natural comforts; no kingdum 
ever made any laws for it: And as we are to detelld our ~elves naturally, without any 
written law, from hunger aod cold, so from outward \' Iolenc ; therefore, if a king 
would destroy a people, 'tis absurd and ridiculous to ask by what la w he i to die. And 
this law of nature is tb law of Ciod, written in the fleshly tables ()f mens hearts, that, 
like the elder sisler, hath a prerogative right of power before auy pusitive law whatso­
ever : and this law of nature is an undubitable legislative authoTlty of it elf, that hath 
a IIspensive po\ver over all hUlllan laws, If aoy man shal~ by expre 5 covenant, un. 
der hand and seal, give power to another man to kill him, this is a void contract, be­
ing destructive to humanity; and by the law of Eu(rlancl, any act or agreement against 
the laws 6f God or nature is a m<:el' nullity; lor as man hath no hand in the making 
of the Jaws of .God or nature, no more hath he powc.'r to marr or alter tbem. If the 
pilot of a ship be drunk, and running lIpon a rock, if the passengers cannot other .. 
wise prevent ~t, they may throw him into the sea to cool him; and this question hath 
received le.olulioll tlli parliament. When the militia of an army is ('o\1l111itted to a ge­
neral, 'tis Dot with any express C011<.Iltion that he 5hall not tUI'll the mouths of his ca­
no.m' .against his own souldiers, for that is ~o naturally and nece sarily implied, that it' 
needless to he t"xprtst; in omuth, as if he Old attempt or command sl1ch a thing, again t 
the nature of hi IJ'ust and place, it did, ipso/acto, estate the army in a right of disob • 
dience, unle allY man be so grossly ignorant to think that obedience binds men to 
cut their own throats, or their companion. Nor is this any secret of the law, which 
hath lain hid from the b ginning. and now brought out to bring him to ju tice; but 
that which is connatural with every man, and innate in hi judgment and reason, ano 
is as ancient as th . fir t kin, and an epIdemical binding law In all nations in the world: 
For \ ben many families a rree, for the preservation of human society, to in\'e t any 
king or governor with power and authority, upon the acceptance ther ot~ there is a 
mutual trust and confidence b t",een them. that tbe king shall improve his pow r for 
their good, ano make it hi. work to rocur tlleir satt,tie, amI they to pl'ovi Ie tor his 
honour, which is done to the common-wealth In him, as tile sword and en igns of ho­
nour'carri d before the lord.mayor are for the honour of the city. Now, a when any 
one of thi people shall compa the death of the governor, ruling well. tbi i a trea: 
son punishable WIth death, tor the wrong done to tbe community, and anathema be to 
such a man; so wh n he or ,they, that ale trusted to fight the people baltel, and to 
procure th ir welfarE', shall prevari( ate, nn,d act to the In lavin~ or de traymg of the 
people, who arc t il ir lt~~c lord, and all governors are but the peoples creatures, and 
the work of their hands, to be accomptable as their stewards, (and i it not en el ' 10r 
the yes el to a k tbe potter b) what 1 w he ualls it to account,) this i hI h trea 0 'ith 
a witness, and far 111Ol'e transcendent thal1 in the former as ; b call 'e th king 
was paid for hi ervice, anel the dignity ' of the person does increase the qfftmce. For a , 
great man, of nobte education and knowledge, to betray so great a tru t, and abu e so 
much love as the parliament shewed to the kin 1', by petitioning hllll a gO{'( uhj.ect,. 
praying for him as good Christian, adyjsing him as good counsellor, and treating with 

VOL. v. !oI }<' 
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him as the great council of the kingdom, with such infinite care and tenderness of hi 
honour, (a com e w hi 'h . d's people did not take with Uehoboam: they neve 
peti60ned him, but Ildvi d him; he refu ed their council. and bearkened Lo young 
counsellor" ,and they cry, "To thy tents, 0 brael.," and made quick and short work 
of it;) after U this, and much more longanimity and pati nee (3,hich God exerci ea 
towards man, to bring bim to repentance) &010 tl e Lord to the ervant, for him 
not only to et up a ,tandard of war, in defiance of his' dread soveraign, the people, 
(for 0 they truly were in nature, though name haye befool'd ns ) but to persist 0 ma­
D)' years in ucb cru .t per ecutions, who with a word of' hi mouth might have made 
a pc ce -if ever there were 0 ~uperlative a trea on., 1 t the I ndians judge: And " lto­
iOC\I r hall br ak and violate such a trust and confidence, anathema maral1l1tna be un­
to them. 

Q. But why was th re not a written la to make it tTea on for tbe king to destroy 
the p ople, as well a for a man to compass the king's death? 

Resp" Becau e our ancestor did never imagine that any king of England \vould 
h', been so despel'at Iy mad, a to levy a war against the parliament and people; as 
in the common instance of paricide, th<: Romans made no law against him that should 
JoLt his father, thiuking no child would be so unnatural as to be tbe death of him who 
was the author of hi life. But when a child came to be accuSt:d for a murth r, there 
was more cruel puni hment inflicted than for other homicide ; for he was thrown 
into the ea,.in a great leather barrel, with a do)!, a jackanapes, a cock, and a viper, sig­
nificant companions for him, to be depnved of all th ele\l ents, as in my Poor Man'i 
Ca e, fo1. 1O~ Nor was thel'e any law m· de again t parent that hould kill their chil­
dren; yet if any man was so unnatural, he had an xemplary puni hment. 

Ob}. Bu is it not a maxim in law, that the king can do nu wrong? 
l~"p" For any man to ay is blasphemy ag-ainst the great God of truth and lO'Ve; 

for only God cannot err; because what h wills i ri rht, because he will it; and 'tis a 
sad thing to consider h w learned men, for unworthy ends, should use uch art to sub­
due the people, by transportation of their sence • as to make them beli \ e that the la • 
i , that tht king can do no wrong. 

First, for law, I do aver it with .confidence, but in all humility, that there is no such 
c se to b found in law, that if th king rob, or murth r, or commit SUdl horrid extra­
vagancies, that it is no wrong. Indeed the ca is put in H. 7., by a chief judge, that 
if the king kill a man, 'tis no felony to make him uftCT de41th; that IS to be meant in 
ordinaTY courts of justice: But there i no doubt but the parliainent might try the king, 
01' appuint other to judge him for it. We find cases in law, that the king hath ueen 
sued e en in civil actions. 

In 4' E. S~ 22, it is resolved, th t aU manner of actions did lie ag in t the ki'ng, as 
against any JOI'd; aDd ~4 E. 3. 23, Wilby, a learned judge, said, that there was a writ 
prfXcipe HCJU'ico 1 ege Anglit.e. ' 

Ind J E. 1 did make an act of state, that men should sue to him by petition; but 
this wa not agreed Uti to in parliament. Thd'tlJall, title RO}Jt: Digest oj TYriLs, 71 J. I ut 
after, wh judges place gr-ew great, th judges and bittsheep gall to sing lullaby, 
and speak placentia to th kin , that . my lord the kin r i an angel of light." Now 
angels are not re pon ible to men, but God, t lerefol"e not kings. And til judg ,tbey 

gin to make the king a God, and say. that by law 1 i stile is aCTed D1 .it: ty, tlu'lugh 
he sw aI's very hour; and gracious majesty, though gracious meu be the chief abjtcts 
of} i hatred; an 1 that the king hath an omnipotency and omnipr nee. 

But am sure there iii DO cas in law, that if the king levy a war agai the pal'lia­
ent and people, til it .is not treason. Po ibly that case in H. 7. may pt0ve, that 

. the lng should in hi pas ion ill a man, thi shallllOt be ony to take away the 
king', life; for th incOIlveniency may be grt::ater to the peoplt, by putaing .a king tp 
death for one offence and miscarriage, tha &he execution of justice upon h" L'aD ad-



vanta e them. B~t wha is this t? a levying of war against a parliament? ever any 
jud e was so devold of under taodmg, that he denyed that to be treason. But uppo e 
a judge that held hi place at the king's pleasure did so, I am sure never any parliament 
saId o. But what if there had, in dark times of popery, been an act made, tbat the 
king might murder, ravish, burn, and perpetrate all mi chief:, ano play reaks with 
impunity, will any man, that hath but wit enough to mea ure an ell of cloth, or to tell 
twenty, say that this is an obligation for men to stand till, and suffer a monster to cut 
their throats, and grant ommis ion to rob at Shooters-Hill; as such, and no better, are 
all legal th~fts and oppressions. The doctoi' says, that a statute again t giving an alms 
to a poor man is void He i no tudent, I mean wai never bound prentice to fea on, 
that say a king cannot commit treason again t the people. 

Obj. But are there not negative words in the statute of 25 Ed. 3., that nothing else 
sha11 be construed to be treason, but what is there exprest ? 

Resp. That statute was intended for the peoples safety,. that the king's judges should 
not make tray tors by th dozens, to gratifie the king or courtiers; but it was never meant 
to give liberty to the king to destroy the people: And though it be said that the kino­
and p~rliament only may de.clare tr~ason, yet, no doubt, jf tb~ king will neglect h~ 
dut , It may be so declared wIthout hIm; for when many are obhged to do any service 
if orne of them fail, the rest must do it. ' 

Obj. But is there any precedent, that ever any man was pllt to death that did not of­
fend a ain t orne written law? For where there is no law, there is no transgression. 

Resp. 'Ti very true, where there is neither law of God, nar nature, nor po itive law, 
there can be no .t~aDsgression; and therefore that scripture is much abused, to apply it 
only to laws posItIve: For 

First, Ad ea qucefrequelltius, ~c. 'Tis out of the sphere of aU earthly lawgivers to 
comprehend and expres all particular ca es that may possibly happen, but such as are 
of most frequent conCllrrence; particulars being different, like the several faces of men, 
different from oue another; else laws would be too tedious; and as particulars oc-cur, fa· 
tional men will reduce them to general reasons of state, so as every thing may be ad· 
judged for the good of the cummunity. 

2. The law of England i le.e 110n scripta; and we have a direction in the Epistle to 
the 3 Rep., that when our law books are ilent, we mu"t repair to the law of nature· 
and rea on. Holin hed, and one other historian, tells us, that, iu 20 H. ., the lord 
Hungerford wa executed for buo-ger ,for which there wa then no positive law to make 
it felooy: and b tore any st tute again t witchcratt, many witches have ell haulred 
in En~land) b ause it i d ath by God' law. If any Italian mountebank should come 
over hither, and give any man poison, that hould lie in his body above a year and a 
day, and then kill him, a it is reported they can give a man pui on that shall con ume 
the body ill three years, will any make cruple or question to hang up uch a ra' al? 
At 'aple, the great trea urer of com being mtru ted with many thou and quarters, at 
thl'ee Slltllin ,. the bushel, fOf the COJll111011 good, :finding an opportunity to sell it for 
five shillings the bu bel, to foreign mercbant ) inriched him If ~ c1ingl ' thel'eby; and 
corn growing uddenly dear, the council call d him to account for it; who profli red to 
allow three shillinO' for it, as it was delivered into hi eu tody, and hop d thereby to 
escape; but for so gr at a breach of trust, nothing would content til people but to bave 
him hanged: and though there was no po hive law for 'it, to make it trea n, yet it was 
resolved, by th~ b . t polititian , that it was trea on to break. 0 r~at a tru t b tlle fu.u­
dameutal con tltutlon of the kingdom, and that for 0 great all offence be ought to die, 
that durst presum to inrich him elf by that which might inoan&er the ,Ii v s of 0 many 
citizens; for society is natural, so goveruor rno·t of nece ity, and m al.l rea n pro­
vide for the prc:ser\,ation and sustenance of the meanest m mbel', he that lS but as the 
little toe o~ the body pohtique. 



Tracts dUl'il1C1' the Reign of Jdl1g Charles L 

nut I know the ing n\lOU r ader d ire to hear SOIlI thina' cOllcerning Ir land, where 
th r \Va. no Ie s than lS!...,OOO Il1Ln, women. nncl chlldr 11, m t balbar u 'Iy and ata. 
l1icu ll .\ mun \C1 ed in th fir t fOlll' lllonth of th r b Ihon, a appeal db , u tantial 
plOof , at till' r ing' 13 neh, at tilt tryal r ~In qUIre. .If th ktng had a hand, or bu 
a II t tic till er 111 that mar;sacl' , e\'(:'I". ' man \ 111 ~a. , let h1l11 die the d ath; bu L how shall 
we I e a., ur d of that? How can we k D W tile tr('(', b tter than by its fruit ? I<'or 
m~ own partlctdar, I have. pent many riou. though ab ut i j anrll de ·i,e in doubt. 
ful cacs to i\e charit. the upper hand; hut I cannot in my con cienee acquit hIm 
of It. fan trollO' pre Ull1ptlO ll S, and c\ ('rat oatil of hone:.t 111 n, hat ha\' ~tell the 
kil g co lmi~ ion tOI It, can Bot but amoullt to a 'I ar pr of. If I meet a man l'lllll1lng 
down tail ~ ith a bl od" word in hi hanel, Hne! find a mun tabb d in the chamber 
thou h I did tI t ee thi's man run into th bod , b that mnn which I met, ) et it i 
w r' 0 the jUl, , 1 duri'lt not uut find him ~uilty of the murder. And I annot but ad. 
mire that an) man hou ld d 11) that 101' hllll, \ h,eh he dur t n veT d .ny foJ' him elf. 
H W oftt"n ,,'a that nlOr twu" reb Ilion laid in hi eli,lI? And j t he durst lle,'er ab 0-
lut I) den) it. !\ e\' el \'a ' bear 0 UI1\\ IIlillgly brought to the take, a h was to de­
elar l!gaillst t he nut'! · ; and \\ hen h did once all them rebel , he would bufiel but 
fort · copie to I print d; and he hath since aho\ (' torty tim call d them hi sub­
ject , and hi good :'lI~ledh, and Ilt'll 0 ), Olond to give!>p cial thank ' to ome of the e 
r bd , a, ~1u erry und Pltlnket, (which I am confident, b ' what I ce of hi heiO'ht of 
spIrit and undaunted lC:" olution at hi tryal. and . luee acting- the last pal t an wer<~blc to 
the former part of hi ' life, he \I ould rather ha\' 10 this hf , than to ba\ sent thank to 
two uchioC'arnatede\il, if he had not been a gllilt) a them eh·e.) lIt.'stionle.h, if the 
king had not been )uilty of that blood, h would ha\" Illude a thou an dtclarations 
again t tho blood hound and ~lell-h~und . , that a~e not.lo b natll d but WIth fire and 
brim ton , and ha e eot to all prtn es III the \\-orld tor as I tance agalll~t . uch accursed 
devil 1n til hap of men. llut h dur t not ofit'nd tho e fiend alld fir ·blCilld . for 
jf be had, I ,. nly elie\'e tht' ' would foon hal plOduc d IIi cOl1lllli. slOn, uncle;· hi 
hand and seal at ~cotland , at Edmhurgh, 1641; a copy wh r of I ill t ht' paliJalllent 
1 ane , att(; ted by oath, dl pu ed by copi Il in lrelal ld, wlllch cau d th g n la1 re. 
bellion. 

Old. He did not give commi ion t kill the Engli h, but to tuke their forts, castles 
towns, and arm., and come over and help him. ' 

Resp. And i . it lik all thi could b ifecled i hout the slaug-hter of th poor Eng­
lish? Dio th king vel' all th III r b II , but in forty proclan.ations, \l'rullg out of him 
by f?,C by th~ parl~a~eot i!11portunlty? mure} ring til prott'~tal~l wa ~? acceptahle 
to lllm; and WIth thl IllllltatlOn, that non hould L pub" h d vnlhout 111 ' turther di­
rections; a appear und r i hoI hi ' hand. now in til padlam nt · cu tody. But the 

cot were proclaimed reb I before they had kill d a man, or h'lcJ all arm)" and a prayer 
again t them illjoyned in all hurch • but no such matt r again t the lri h. 

Weil , \ hen the .r b ~s \\.~r wor ted jn II' I nd, th klOg nwk . war !ler to protect 
th 01, \,h,Ch, but for h,s f: Ir \ ord , had b en pr vented, otten calling (, d to \\-itne 
he would as SOOll rai. war on hi own children; and m n, ti'om POl'l h principlt a sist 
him. H, e fought in j t, and w re ~(pt ~ tween winni~lg alld 10 in . Th~ king 
must not be too strong, 1 t he r veng hml tit. nor I h r~ rl,am nL too stJOng for the 
COIllOlons ~'<?uld rul all, till :r as, b tight, that t1l 11 til . kin.g could keep no nl~re days 
of thauksglvmg 0 W ~ll as \\ .. 1 h 0 h mak . a . 55. tlon III Ireland, and many Irish 
cam 0\' r to help lum: 'ngh h came 0 er "Ith papl t , who had s al wiped their 
sword inc til, had kill d their ive and children, and had their t'btate • 

Bu thu I argue :-The r bel kn w that the king had pro laimed them tray tors, and 
forty copie wele prillteo; and th {irst clau of au oath njoyned bJ the general coun-

i1 Of rebels wa. to bear true faith and allegiance to King <':harles, and by all meall 
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to maintain l1 is royal prerogative, again t the puritans in the parliament of Ehgland. 
Now, is any man 0 weak in his intellectuals, as to imagine, that if the rebels had, with­
out thf' king's command or C(Il1Sent, murdered so many protestants, and he tllelt'upon 
llad reall proclaimed them rehell , that they would afttr thi }Ia ~ taken a 11 w oath, 
to have mai ntain .f! hi prerogative? No, Lhose blood\ dc'viJ ' had morl' wit thaI to fig-ht 
in jest. If th king had once in good earnest prot laillled them r{"lJel , the would have 
hurnt thei.r cabl ani, and would not helve stil d them elve the kill~ and queE>n army, 
as they did. And, truly, that which tilt' killf?; said for him elf; that he would ha\-e ad­
ventur d him elf to have g(m in person in10 Ireland to :uppre, ' that n .. hdl,on, is hut 
a poor argument to inforct' any man helief I hat he was not guilty of tl1 mas acre; tor 
it makes me rathe r think that he hari' some hope~ to have returned in tb head of' !.l.0 
or 30,000 rebel, to have destroyed this llation; For when the arl of Lrice.,ler was 
sent by the parliament to suhdue the rebels, did not the king hinder him trom going? 
And were not t he cloath and provisions which \Vere st'nl b) the parllClIlwnt fllr the re­
lief of the poor prote:: tallts Lhere eized upon by his command, and h;s 11Ie11 of war, 
and sold or exchauged for arms and ammunition, to Grstroy lhi pariiam, nl; And doe 
not every man know that the rebels in Irelan d gave )c>ttprs of mart, tor takinO' Ihe par­
liaments ship. but fleed the king. , as tl eir vely good frit'ncl ? 1\nd 1 have often ht'ard 
it credibly repo lted, that the kin!! , hould ~ay , that llothlng 11lorf' troubttri him, out that 
there wa not a much prote tant blood running in Fllglaud allri Scotl,wd a~ in Irdand. 
Anci \V htn t hat horrid rebel! ion begu n to brca k fort h, 110W did the p<'l pi:. ts here I.rium ph 
and boa. t, that they hoped cr long to see London 51 reets run do\\ n in blood? And 
yet I do not think that the kin~ wa a pflpi t, or that he dt~l(J'ned to introduce the 
popes uprt-'macy in spiritual thing" into this kill~d()01: But thus It was;- A jesuitical 
party at tourt was too prevalent 111 bis cou nei I. ; and SOllie Illllngl't'l pwt e t ant s, that less 
hated the papists than the puritans, by t I ll' queens mediation joyned allogether to de. 
stroy th~ p uri Lan , hoping that the papi t and the Laodicean protestant \I ould agree 
well enough togethtr, And lastl.\, if it he said that the king ape! the reh, b \\ ere 
never fain out, \\ hat nt'(,d had Ormond to make a pacification or peact' with tht"rn oy 
the kiutr' commi :ion, under the gr at seal ot Irc· l:.tnd? Truly there hath been so much 
daubing, and 80 little plalO dealing, that I wonder how there comes Lo be so 111UIl) beg­
gars. 

Concerning the bet rayinO' of Roellel, to the inslaving of the prate tant party in France, 
I conft I ht'ard 51 Ol nch of it, and was 0 shamefully reproac ed for it in Geneva, 
anel by the prole, tant mi ni. ter in France, that J c()ulcl believe no less tJlan that the 
king wa cruil ty of it. 1 hay heard fearful exclamation, from the .French prote 'tants, 
again"t the kin" and th late duke of Buckin~ham, for the b traying ofRochel. And orne 
of the mint tor told me, ten a1' inee, that God would be revenged of the wick d 
kin~ of England, fo r betrayi n Rochel. And I ba\'e often heard Deodati say, concern­
iug Henry the Fourth of }<'rallce, that th papi t had hi ' body, but the prote taut had 
hi heart and oul ; but tor th king of England, the protestant had his body, but the 
papist had his ht'art: ot that 1 think 11 did believe tran ubstantiation, (God forbid 
I \louin wrong the dead,) put I verily believe that ]le loved a papist better than a pu­
ritan. 

The duke of Roan, vho wa an hone t, gal lant man, and the king' godfather, would 
often I)ay, that aU the blood which wa shed in D ulphin would be cast Ul on the king 
of < ngland' sC('l1'e; for thu. it \Va :-The king 5 nt a ettfr to the Roeb Ie ... by ir Wil­
liam llrether, to a ure 'th m that he would assi t th m to the utt rmost against the 

rench king, for the lib rty of thei r r lig ion ;'. condi tionally. that they would not make 
any pea 'e without him: and Mountague wa nllnto a"o ,and t the duke of n oan, 
to assure them, fr 1ll the king, that 'SO,OOO III n should be ent out of England, to 
aS$ist them i~st the French king, in three fleet ; one to land ill the i le of Ree, 
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n . eroncl in tht> river of Bourdeau and a third in Normandy: Whereupon the duke 
of Roan. heing g nel'al for til prote. tan t , not 9U peeting that the French dur t ssault 
him /0 Daulphin, (b cau the king of En~land wa re dy toin ade him, a he had pro­
mi ed,) drew out hi army upon dj advantag': Wh reupon the French king imployed 
all his army into Daulphin ainst the prote ·tant , who were fore d to I' treat, and the 
Dllk of Roan to fly to Ten va, and th prot tants to a cept of peac upon very hard 
cOlJrlitions, to ~tand b I' 1y at the kina' d votlon for their liberties, without any cau­
tionary town of a surance, as formerly they had: beinO' such a peae as the sheep make 
with the wolve., when th dogs are di mi t. And the prot tant have ever since cryed 
out, to tbi v ry day, it i not th French king that did u w)'onO', for then we could 
ha e I orn it, but it was the kina of En land, a profe protestant that betrayed us. 
And when 1 have many time intreatea Deodati and other to have good opinion of 
the king, he would answer me, that we are commanded to forgive our enemies, but not 
to . rgi e our friends. 

There i a French book printed about two years since. called lJIJemoi1'cs dll Mon ieu]' 
de Roan, where the king's horrid perfidiou ne s and deep dissimulation is very clearly 
unfolcled and discovered. To instance but in some particulars: The kin~ haviog solemnly 
ingaged to the Rochelers that he would hazard all the forces he harl JU his three king­
doms, .-ath r than they 51 ould perish, did, in order thereunto, to 'am credulity with 
them, s nd out eight ships to a, commanded by it' John Pennington, to a sist the 
Rocheler , as was pretended, but nothing less intended; for Pennington assisted the 
French king again t the Roehelers ; which made Sir Ferdinando Gorg t? go away witk 
the great N eptuDe, in detestation of so damnable a plot; and the English masters and 

-0 vners of ships refusing' to lend their hips to destroy the Rochelers, whom with their 
souls they d sired to reliev , Pennin too, in a mad pite, shot at them. 

uhise being agent here in England for the French protestants, acquainted tlfe king 
how basely Pennington bad dealt, and that the Engli h ship bad mowed down the Ro­
chel 'hips like gra ,oot only to the great danger and 10 of the Rocheler , .but to the 
eternal dishonour of thi nation, scandal of our religion, and di advantage of th g n -
ral affair of all the protestant in Chri tendom. The king se ms to be cli pleased, and 
says, What a knave is thi Pcnuin ton? But whether it was not fain ed, let all the world 
judge. But the thing beiog 0 plaID, said Subise to the king, Sir, why did the English 
hip assist the French king, and tho e that would not, were shot at by your admiral ? 

The French protestants are no fools: how can 1 make them believe that you intend their 
welfar ? The kiog was llluch put to it for a ready answer, but at last thus it was patcht 
up :-that tb l"rench king had a de ign to be revenged ofGen a for some former affront; 
nd that the king knt him eight English ships, to be employed for Genoa; and that sail-

iug towards Genoa, t11ey met with orne of the Rochelers accidentally; and that the 
Eugli h did but look on, and could llot help it, not having any coromi ion to fight at 
that pre ent; wherein the Rocbeler might and would have declined a ea-fight, if they . 
had no epee 10ur.as istance. Dut till the poOl' pro e tants were willing rather to 
blame Penn in ton thaI the king; who, in great seeming zeal, being surety for the Ia t 
peace hetween the French king and his protestant subjects, sends D vick to the duke 
of Hoan, to assure him, that if Rachel were not speedily set at liberty, (which the French 
king had be ieged contrary to his agreement,) he would mploy hi who1 strength, 
and in his own per on se it pertl rrued; which bein l not done, tll n the king sends th 
Qijke of Buckingham to the i Ie of Hee, and give new hopes of better success to Subiee; 
commanding the admiral and officers in the fl et, in Subise's hearing, to doe nothing 
without I i advice. ~ut .when the duke came to land at th i Ie or Ree, many gallant 
En lish men 1 t their !lve ; and the duke brought bac;k soo tun of com from the 
Rocheler I which he had borrowed of them, PI' tending a necessity for the Englil_b men; 
which ww but fained, knowing it was a city impregnable, 80 long as Pl y bad p,rovi-
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ion within. I confess the Rocheler were not wi e to lend the duke their corn, consi­
dering how they had been dealt with. But what a ba e thing wa it to b tray th m, 
and to swear unto them tbat they houlcl have corn ellough sent fr m En ,)- nd, b fore 
they wanted it: And for a long time God did miraculou Iy nd t}POl 111 a new Illd 
of fi h, which they neve' had before. But whell the duke came to court,' he made the 
honest Engli h believe that Rochel would udd llly b relieved, and that there wa not 
the lea t danger of the los of it. But cretary Cook. an hone ' t, Ulld rSlauding gentle­
man, and the only friend at court to the Rochelers, labou ing to Improve hi power to 
send ome succour to Rochel, was su(ldent.v tot away from court, upon ome 'leen'less 
errand, or, as orne say, to Port mouth, under colour of proviJing orn for It chel. but 
the duke soon aft r went thither, and said, his lift: upon it. Rochel is 'afe en u h. And 
the next day, u i beinO' at P rt mouth, he pre t the duke of llucktn rham most Im­
portunat ly to send relief to R~hel, ~hen or ne\'er: Th~ duke told Ilim that he had ju t 
then heard good new of the victualling of Rochel, which he \\ as gmng to tell Ihe kin"; 
" hich Subise making oubt of, the duke affirm c\ it by an oalh ; and havmg the word 
in his mouth, he wa stabb'cI .by f Iton. ann in tantly dy .d. Th~ poor H.ochelel' eing 
them I,ve so betrayed, exclalm~d of the Engll h, and were con trainecl through famine 
to surrender the city j yet new a surances came from the klllg to the dl}ke of Roan, that 
he should never be abandoned, and that he ~hould not be disillaid nor astonisht for the 
loss of ochel. 

But Subi e spoke his mind freely at court, that the English had betrayeci Rochel 
and that the loss of that city Wft the apparell t IJerdi tion and los~ of ::$2 places of strenoth 
from the I·'rench protestants in Lan<"uedock. Piedmont. and Uaulphin ; theretore it ~as 
thought fi t that he should llave a fig-g giyt'n him, to stop hi , muut h. Well, not long after, 
two capuchins were sent into Euglan<i, to kill honest Subise, and Ihe one of them tJis­
covered the other. uuise re, ardl'n the discoverPr, and cte::manded J' ustice here atrainst 

• 0 
the other, who was a prisoner, but by what meaus you may ea ily Imagine: That assa~si-
nate rascal, instead of being whipl, or receivmg ' orne more evere pUDIshment, was re­
lea cI, and ent back into hance, with money III hi pur e: And one of the me en<rers 
that was ent from Rochel, to compla\\) of tho e abomlOable treach rie , wa taken here, 
and, a the duke of .Koan \\flte • wa haugec\, tur orne pretenderl felony or treallo·n : And 
much more to thi purpobe may Le found in the duke of Roan's Memorials, BuL ,Yet I 
kn w many wi 'ouer men do acquit the king from the guilt of the loss of Roehel; 
and lay it upon th duke, a If it Wt1' out a los of his reputation: They say that the 
duke of Buckingham agitated hi affairs neither for religion nor the honour of his 
rna t 1', but only to satisfie his pas 'ion in certain toolish vows ~ hich he made in France, 
entr u upon a war; and that the business tni earned throucrh icrnorance, and for want 
of understanding to manage so difficult a negotiation, be being unfit to be an admiral 
or a general • 

I It j impp ible to acquit CharI s of great negligence or treachery in the affair of Rochelle; of which 
Well wood produc the fullowing evidence :-" Kill); Cbarl did ntlt only lISIti t the Rochellen aft r ~e war 
was actually begun. lIut we have rellson to believe that he encouraged them to it at. fll'St, if we look into the 
duke of R .. uan 8 M mUir all':.. pology; where that areat mau IA.Cquaint5 the world 10 what manner he was 
brought into that war, in these vords, as IIcar a I can translate them from th original :-' When all our privi­
legtl~ Wf'N: viol61lMd, 811d our r ligioll brought 10 ruill, and the city of RocheU in the greatest danger, I could seo 
nu PO"I ility to cape, "lit wa upon the ~ad thou .ht of SUblllJttillg uursclves to the m rcy of the kJOg, (mean­
ing Lewi Lb., XIU.) Ucing Ul thIS dcapcrlllll state, there Calm a gentleman to me, (rolf) tho king oj England. 
who .told me, ,'roUl hia mIlMtl'r, that he ieCiD~ our privll II We,l'C vi"lated. and our religion itt dall,rer of be.i~ 
subverted. hlld laken corupa ion II our s'lir'ring • and thought llUlUiclf obh' d '0 honour and COII~CI .nc to 3.5 .. 
i t and proteN lib; whi h be wa resolved to do, by employing all his kingdoms, and hi own pe~soll III so just 

a w r. provided "fl would jom our IIrlnS with his, and not cnter ill~O any treaty with th king (meamng the French 
iug) WlthOIAL hun; d fot tbat effect be would rna~tl war again t tbe Fr ncb king. b tn by sea and laud: 

IntreatiOllDe (continues the duke of Rboan) not to abllDdon Illy party in so just and houourabl a war: Dei 
I 
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I confe s that for many year I was of that opinion, and thought that the king was 
seduced hy ('\'il coullcil ; and :,ume thou )'ht that Buckingham and others ruled him as a 
chilr1, alld dllrst do what they list: But certainly he wa too politiquE' and subtle a man 
to be ~",a.ved b) any thing out hi , ownjlldg ment. Smce Na eby L ettf'rs, I ever thought 
llim principal in all transaction:. of tale, aou the wisest about him but acces aries. He 
ne"el' acted by any implicit faith in tate matter: tbe proudest of them all clurst ne­
yel cross him in any design, whel1 he had once re 01 ed upon it. Is any man so soft­
Lraiucd to thin] ' that tll(' duke or Pennington uurpt betray Rochel without his com­
mand? \Vould not he have hanged them up at their return, if they had wilfully trans­
gres. ed hi commands? A thousand such excuse made fo him ar but like Irish quag­
mires, that have no solid ground or foundation in rca on. He is well known to be a 
great student in his younger days; that his father would say, he must make him a bi­
shop: lIe had more learning and dexterity in tate affairs, undoubtedly, than all the 
king in 'hri~tendoill. If he had had grace an werable to his trong parts. he had been 
another Solomon; bllt his wit and knowledge proved like a sword in a mad man's hand. 
He was a strallger to the work of grace and the spirit of God, as the poor creature 
confest to me soon atter be was condemned; aud all lhose meanders in state, his serpen­
tine turnilHtS alld wlnuinos, havc but brought him to shame and confusion, But I am ful. 
ly satHied Ilonc of his ,-ouneil dur ' t e,'cr ad\' jsc him lo allY thing but whal they 1 new be­
fore he resolved to have clone; ancllhat they clurst as well take aLtar hy the tooth, as do, 
or consent to the doing of any thing but what they knew would plea e him; they did 

n. litLle after, in tbe ~nme Apol"~y, he lalb these words: ' I I'd('1' it to all the world If I can be justly called the 
authnr ot the durd Wllr, cou.lul·rlng [ wa~ .ulicltcd to It by the klllg 01 Great firitalll: 

.. But SUppOSI:' there Wl're no credit to bl' ~ IVCII to the cJuke elf fihoUll, whl)~e honour and veracity even 
bb wry ellcmic. nevt'r call 'd In quc~tllln, lIud suppo.e It were (abe, which all the world knows to ue true, that 
KlI1g Charle' llid actually n~~I~t the Roclit' llt!r!> ;u:aln and agalll agalllst their prince; yet we have authentlck ac­
counts of vt!ral bpeecbcs mud!! by tl,« dukl' lJl 13uckinghnlll's secretary to tbe R.ochellcl'S, and of several mes­
sages sl:'nt to tbclII trorn the duk , In name 01 the klllg IllS master, nil to tbe 8amt! purpus ; lind likewise a rna­
mtebto pubJI.hcd by blln, and 'Ign'd with hi own huud, dated J lily 21, 1627, aboard the admiral ahip; HI wbich 
he ha' thlb e~prebbioll: ' No pri\'utl' IIlterest,' says he, ' has obliged my lnllster to make war ugainsl the Prellch 
Jon!:, but nll'rely the rlef!!llCe of the protestant cburch , My master's deSign IS the re ,e.taolishment of the cburch; 
their good i~ hi inlen:st, and th('ir conteutment his end: 

" We have abo autbt'ntlck copies of the lellgue betwixt King Charles nnel the peopltl of Rocbell; in which 
there IS thi~ cxprp~~io/): 'That the Ruebel/ers may oe delivered from the oppreMsiooh they groan under.' Aud 

sum up all, there were two letters writ by'King Charles, witb hiS own hand, to the R.oebcllel's, which are men­
tjoned by Monsieur Mervllult, a syndic of that LOwn, aud who was active in the whole matLer, /lud presellt du­
ritlg the whole siege, lJf which the copies follow ;-

• ,I To lhe mayor, sheritf5, peers, and burgesses of the city of Rochell • 
.. Gentlemen, 

., .Be not dl~couruged t1JOugh my fleet hI' return'd. Hold out to the lllst; for I am rcsolv'd that my whole fleet 
,hall perish rather than you be not rdiev'd. Fur th IS efil'Ct 1 have ordt'r'd It LO return lIack to) our coasts, and 
.m sending several 61ups to reinlorce It. Wltb the belp of God the success shall be happy for ruu. 

Your good ITlend, 
CUARLES R. 

A~ Westminster, May 19, O. • 16!8. . ' t. .,.1 
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but hew and square the timber; he was the master builder, that gave the fOrDl to every 
archite ture, and be~ng so, able and judiciou to discern of every man's merits. Never 
think that the duke, or Pennington, or any judge 01' officer, did ever any thing for his 
advantage, without his command, against law 01' honour. 

Upon all which premis 5, may it please your lordship, I do humL!y demand and pray 
the justice of this high court, and yet not I, but the innocent blood that hath ueen 
shed in the tllr e kingdoms, demands justice against him: This blood j vocal, 
and cryes loud, and yet speaks no better, but much louder than the blood of Abel; for 
what proportion hath the blood of that righteous man to the blood of so many thou~ 
sands? If King Ahab and Queen Jezabel, for the blood of one righteous Na­
both, (who would not sell his inheritance for the full value,) were justly put to death, 
what punishment does he deserve, that is guilty of the blood of thousand, and fought 
for a pretended prerogative, that he might have any man's estate that he liked, without 
paying for it? This blood hath long cried, How long, parliament, how long, army, 
will ye forbear to avenge our blood? Will ye not do justice upon the capital author of 
all injustice? When will ye take the proud lyon by the beard, that defie~ you with im­
perious exultations? What'!) the house of commons? What's the army? As Pharoah 
said, "Who is the Lord? And who is Moses ~'" I am not accountable to any power 
on earth. Those that were murdered at Braintford, knoekt on the head in the wa­
ter, and those honest souls that were killed in cold blood at Bolton and Leverpool 
in Lancashire, at Bartomley in Cheshire, and many other places, their blood cries night 
and day for justice against him; their wives and children cry, Justice upon the murder­
er; or else, Gi \"e us our fathers and husbands again. Nay, shOll Id the people be silent, the 
very stones and timber of the houses would cry for justice against him. But, 
my lord, before I pray judgment, I hL1mbly crave leave to speak to two particulars :-1. 
Concerning the prisoner. ,\Then I consider what he was, and how many prayers have 
been made for him, (though I know that.all the world cannot restore him, nor save his 
life, bec;ause God will not forgive his temporal punishment, yet if God in him will be 
pleased to add one example more to the cburch, of his unchangeable love to hi elect 
in Chlist, not knowing but that he may belong to the election of grace,) I am troubled 
in my spirit, in regard of his eternal condition, fear that he should depart this life with­
out love and reconciliation to all those saints whom he hath scorned, under the notion 
of presbyterians, anabaptists, independents, and sectaries. It cannot be denied but 
that he hath spent all his days in unmeasurable pride; that, during his whole reign, he 
hath deported himself as a god, been depended upon, and adored as God; that hath 
challenged and assured an omnipotent power, an earthly omnipotence; that with the 
breath of his mouth hath dissolved parliaments; his non placet hath made all the coun­
cils of that supream court to become abortives: Non curD hath been his motto; who, 
in stead of being honoured as good kings ought to be, and no more, hath been idolized 
and adored, as Ollr good God only ought to be: A man that hath shot all his ar­
rows against the upright in the land, hated Christ in his members, swallowed down 
unrighteousness, as the ox drinks water, esteemed the needy as his footstool, crusht 

• This comparison is about a. blasphemous as that of the celebrated ~lugh Pel~rs, who? pr~ching upoJ? the 
passage wher the JO\\' desired the release of Barabbl,U;! made thefollowmg practical ,applicatIon to thc tn 10f 
Cha.rles J., th n in dt'p nd nee. It It wa5 a. very sad thlllg that lhl5 should be a qu stlOn amongst us, as among 
the old Jew wb tiler our "aviour Jesu~ Christ must be crucified. or that Bambbas should be relea ed, the 
opprr~sor of ~be p 0111t'. (0 J ~us,' sui~h hr, ' where lire lYe, lhuL thQt sllould be a lIllestiol1amongst us l' nys he, 
, And because thnt you sh,ould thinl , my INds and g n~lell1cn, ~hat it is 11, que~tion, ~ tell you it !s a question. r 
huve been in the city, whIch ma~ very well be com paT d to 1l1~fU5a\em In ,th:s cO~Ju.ncture of tllne I and I pro .. 
fe ,til ~ oli,h citizen, fOT a lsule trn mg and profi~. they WIll have Uhfl t (p lIltlD jl to the red coats 0\1 the 
pulpit slair ) 'crucified, and the great Bnmbbas at Wllldsor rei ell ed,' aye h.ll ; , but I ,do not muc~ heed what 
th ral>blc say. 1 bop,' says hc, ' t1~t my bl'cthr~n of til cler y will be \~Iser: the.hps of the pne ts do ~se 
to pre~erve knowledge. J bave b en wllh them too In the n~sembly, and havlllg cen and heard what they ~d, 
J perceive they are for crucifyiw7 of Chri t, aud r I asing of Barabbas. 0 Je us, what shall we do now?' WIth 
,uell like strauge expressions, and shrugging I)f his houlden in the pulpit."- tate Tria18, II. 362, 

~~~ 90 
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hOD st, pnblick-spirlted. men, and gri vee!, when h coutd not afflict the llonest mor 
than he did, counted it he best art and policy to suppre s the righteous, and to give way 
o hi courtier so to gripe, grind; oppr ,and ov 1'-1' ach the fr e p opl of the land, 

thathemightdowhatheli t;(th r memhrancewb reofwouldpierc hi out,ifheknew 
he preciou ne of it.) But all ins to an infinite m rc' are equally pardonable; there­

fore my prayer for this poor Wl'el h hall e, that God would s give him repentance 
to life, that h~ may behe\'e in tbat Christ whom he hath imprisoned, pel's cuted, and 
murder d in the ain ; that 1 which hath Ii 'ed a tyrant, and hat d nothing so much 

,as holiness, nlay die a convert, and in love to the aint in England; that so the tears 
of the oppr ssed and the ffiicted may not be as 0 many fiery stinging erpents, cau­
sing an e.tern 1 de pairing, continual borror to this mi rabl man, when all tyrants shall 
be astoni h , a d innocent l>lood will affright more than twelve legions of devils. AU 
_the burt I wi h to him i , that he may look the saint in. the face with comfort, for 
the saints rou tjudge the world. And however may be he or his adherents may think 
it bray Roman spirit, not to repent f any thing, nor express any sorrow for any sio, 
hough never so honj«, taking more care and fear not to change their countenance up­

on the scaffold, than what hall become of them aft r death ; yet I bes ech your lordshlp 
that I may tell him and all the malignants now living but thi :-Charles Stuart, unless 
you depart thi life in lo\'c and recoil ·iliatiun to all tho e saints and godly men whom 
you bave either ignorantly or maliciou 1y opposed, mockt, and persecuted, and still 
corn and jeer at, a heretiqu 5 and ectaries, there is no more hopes for you ever to see 

God in comfort, than for me to touch the heaven with my finger, or with a word to 
annihilate this great building, or for the devil to be saved, which he might be, if he 
could love a saint., as such. No, sir, it will be too late t~r you to say to those 
saints whom you have defied, Give me some of your holines , that 1 may behold God's 
angry countenance. You can expect no answer, but, Go, buy, iI', of those soul huck­
sters, your bishop, which fed you with chaff and poison, and now you mu t eeu up­
on fir.e and brimstone to all eternity. 

2. Concerning my self, I bear no more malice to the man's person, than I do to my 
dear father; but I hate that cursed principle of tyranny that has 50 long lodged and 
harboured within him, which has turned our waters of law into blood; and therefore 
upon that malignant principle I hope this high court (which is an ~babitation of 
justice. and a royal palace of principles of freedom) will do speedy justice, tbat 
thi lion, which ha devoured 0 many sh ep, may not only be removed out of the way, 
but that. this iron scepter, which has heen ~ifted up to break this poor nation in pieces, 
like a potter ve sel, may be wre ted out of the hands of tyrants; that my honourable 
clients, (for whom I am an unworthy advocate,) the people of England, may not only 
taste, but drink abundantly of those sweet waters of that well of lib rty which this 
renown'd army hath digg'd with their swords; which was stopt by the Phili tines, the 
fierce Jew, and uncircumci ed Canaan·te; the hope whereof made me readily to hear­
ken to the call to thi service, as if it ad been imm diately from Hea en; being ful­
ly atisfied that the prisoner was long since condemned to die by God's law, (which be­
ing more noble and antient than any law of man, if there had been a statute that he 
should not die, yet he ought to be put to d ath notwithstanding,) and that this 
lligh court was but to pronounce the sentence and judgm nt writ n against him. And 
though I might ha\'e been sufficiently di couraged, in re pect that my rea on is far less 
tba,n others of my profession, yet, considering that there are bnt two things desireable 
to make a dumb man eloquent, namely, a good cause and ooli judges; the first where­
of procures the jllstice of Heaven, and the second justice upon earth; and thinking that 
happily God might make u e of oue mean man at the bar, amongst other learned coun­
cil, that more of his JDind might appeaf in it, (for, many time, th less there i of man, 
.he more God's glory does appear, and hitherto very much of the mind of God hath 
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appeared in this action,) I went as cbeerfully about it; 8~ to a wedding. And that the 
glory ~f thi !ldmini lmtion may be wholly given to God. I de ire to ob erve, to 
the praise of III reat name~ the work of God UPOQ my own spirit) in his gracious as­
sistance and presence with me, as a tetum of prayer, and fruit ,of faith; believmg that 
God neve.f c~ll to the acting of any thing so plea ing to bim as thjs rno t x Hent 
court of JustIce is, but he is present with the honourabl judges. and tho e that ait 
upon them. 1 have been sometimes of councjl against felons and prjsonerl.; but I ne­
vel' moved the court to proceed to judgment again t any felon, or to keep any man in 
prison, but l trembled at it in my thou hts, as tbinkin rr it would be easier to give an 
account of mercy and indulO'ence, than of any thing tbat mi ht 10 k Jike rigour; but 
now my spirits are quite of another temper, and I hope is meat and drink to good men; 
to have justice dOlle, and recreation to think what benefit this nation will receive 
by it. 

And now, my lord, I must, as the truth i , conclude him guilty of more tran cend­
ent treason , and enormous crimes, than all the kings in this part of the world have 
ever been. And as he that would picture Venus rou t take the eyes of one, the cheeks 
of a~other beautiful woman, and so other part,.to make a compleat beauty; so to de­
lineate an absolute tyrant, the cruelty of Richard the Third, and 1111 the subtilty, 
treachery, deep dissimulation, abominable projects, and dishonourable shifts that ever 
were separately in any that swayed the English scepter, conspired together to make 
their habitation in this whited wall: Therefore I humbly pray, that as he has made him­
self a precedent in committing such horrid acts, which former kiop's and ages knew 
not, and have· been afraid to think of, that your IQrdship and this high court, out of 
your sublime wisdoms, and for justice sake, would make him an example for other king­
doms for the time to come, that the kings of the earth may hear and fear, and do no 
mOLe so wickedly; that he which would not be a pattern of virtue, and an exampLe of 
justioe in his life, may be a precedent of justice to others by his death. 

Courteous reader, for thy full satisfaction in matter of law, how the late king was 
by the law of the lanel accountable for hi tyrannous and trayterous exorbitancies, I 
referr thee to my lord presinent's m st learned and judicious speech, before the sentence 
read. And I have one word to add: That high court was a resemblance and representa­
tion of the great day of judgment, when the saints shall judge all worldly powers, and 
where this judgment will be confirmed and admired; for it wa not only bonum but be­
ne; not only good for the matter, but the manlier of proceeding. Thi high court did 
not" only consult with H eaven for wi dOlO and direction , (a precedent for other court to 
begin every solemn aetion with prayer,) but e amined wi~nes ~s s~vera.l d~~s upon 
oath, to inform their cQnsciences, and received abundant sab faction 10 a JudICial way, 
(which, by the law of the land, wa not requisite in trea on, the prisoner stand~nC1' mute,) 
as judges, which bef re wa rno t notorious and known to them . as pflvate p r­
~ons; and having mo t per picuou ly eli cerned and weighed the ment~ of the cause 
In the ballances of the sanctuary, law nel right reason, pl'onotlnced as rIghteous a sen­
tence as ever was given by mortal men. And yet what action was ever so good but 
wa traduced? not only by unholy men, but by the holy me.u of th~ world; that pro­
fessors should pray for justice, and then repine at the exec~ttOn o! It. Blessed. Lord! 
How does the god of this world storm, now hi kingdolll 15 shakmg? All enlt~hten. 
~ eye must needs see that it is the design of Heaven to break .aU ~uman glory w~th an 
Iron scepter, that will not k's his golden scepter, and to c alt JU bce and ~Iercy 10 the 
ealth. I confess, if the greater part of the world hould approve su~h ~lgh and no­
ble acts of justice, it might be suspected, because tbe most people wl11.Ju~ge errone­
ously; but that hristians, that have fasted and pray'ed ma~y years for JustICe, should 
now be angry to ee it done what i it? hut, like foolish passengers, that ba e 
been loug at sea in dangerous st~rml, as tbey are entripg into the quiet haven, to be rna 
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with the pilot, because he will not return into the angry sea. But I shall ob erve on 
pa ao'e in the lord pre ident' sp ech, a a scholat' may presume to say a word af4 
t er his 111a ter, concerning the many m !laces and minatory dangerous speeches which 
are gi\'en forth concernino- this high court. If men mu t be kill'd for the fahhful dis­
charge of their dutie to God and tlleir country, I am ure th murderer will have the 
wor t of it in conclusion, if he houlrl not b known here; (though murd I' is a sin 
that seldom goes unpuni ht in this world; and never did any je uite hold it meritori. 
ou to kill men for bringing tyrants and murderer to ju tice, or to do such horrid a b 
in the ight 0 th sun.) It was a noble aying of th lord pre ident, that he wa. afraid 
of not bin so much as the not doing of ju tice; and when he was called to that high 
place which was put upon hitn, he ouo-ht it not, but desired to be e.' u. d more than 
on : :Tot to decline a duty to God and the people, for fear of any ]0 SOl' danO'er, (be­
ing above such thoughts by many stories, a actions testi6e,) but allt'd ,.ing that or hi,rn­
self, Ollt of an humble spirit, which if others had said of him,. 1 am sure they 
had done him a O'reat deal of wrona. And though he mio'ht have b en sufficiently dis­
coura ed, because it was a new, unpre idented tribunal of con(lcmning-a kmg; (Lecause 
never did any king so tyrannize and butch r the people; finu me but that in any his­
tory, and on the other side the leaf you hall find him more than beheaded. ev n to be 
quartered, and given to be meat to th fuwb uf the air;) yet the glory of God and the 
love of justice constrained him to accept it: and with what great wi dom and undaunt­
edne of r solution, join d with a sweet meekne s of pirit, be hath perform d it, is 
most evident to all, the malignants themselv s beine; jlldlTes. COlle rninO' this 
high court;-To speak any thing of thi glorious auministration of ju tice, i but 
to shew the sun with a candle: (the sun ofju tice now shines most gloriously, and it 
will be fair weather in the nation; but, alas! the poor mole is blind still, and cannot see 
it; but none so blind as they that will not see it.) However, it is not proper or conveni­
ent for me at pr sent to speak all the truth that I ] now (the generations that are to 
come will call them blessed) concerning the integrity and justice of their proceedings, 
I st I, that am a servant, should be counted a sycophant, which I abhor in my soul, as 
my body does poison. And this I will be bold to say, (which I hope God ~uides 
my hand to write,) this high court hath cut off the head of a tyrant; ana they 
ha e done well; undoubtedly it is the best action that they ever did in all their Jives; 
a matter of pur envy, o.ot hatred; for never shall or can any men in this nation pro­
merit so much honour as these ha e done, by any execution of justice comparable to 
this: and in so doing, they have pronounc d entence o.ot only again t one tyrant, but 
tym ny it self; therefore if any of them shall tum tyrants, or consent to set up any 
kind of tyranny by a law, or suffer any unmerciful domineering over the con ciences, 
per ons, and estates of the free people of this land, they have pronounced sentence a­
gainst tl1t:mse]ves. But good trees cannot bring forth bad fruits; ther for let all des­
peratemalignantsrepent.eritbetoolate.ofanysuchungodlypurposes.amlfight no 
longer again t God. Every man i sowen here as a seed or grain, and grows up to be 
a tree: It behove us all to ee in what ground we stand. Holy and riO'hteous men will 
be found to be timber for the great building of God in hi love, when tyrants and ene­
mies to boliness ao.d ju tlce will be for a threshold or footstool, to be tr ddcll upon, or 
fit for the fire. 

La tly, for myself, I bless God I have Dot so much fear as come to the thousand 
p!lrt of a grain: It is fOf a ~in to be afraid that tlVery llIan that meets him will slay 
him. r am not so much solliCltou8 whether I dye of a con umption or by the. hand of 
Ra illiacks: I leave that to my heavenly Father;l If it be his will that I shall fall by 

• ~oke teeaed to unH:i.,.te the fate of Dorislaus, I!.od others of the rt'gi~idc8, who fell by ~ho ~ers of tb, 
royaliits. 
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the band of violence, it is the Lord; let him do what he- pleaseth. If my indentures be 
given in b fore the term of my apprenticeship be expired, and that I be at my Father' 
hou e before it be night, 1 am sure th re is no burt in all this; If I have but so much 
time left, I shall pray my Father to forgive the murderer. The blood of Chri t can wash 
away sins of the deepe t stain, but when he sees his children's blood sprinkled upon 
the bloody wretch, he loves every member as he loves himself. But know this, ye that 
have conceived any desperate intentions against those honourable justices who have 
made you freemen, unless you will return to Egypt :-If God, in wrath to you, and love 
to any of his people, should uffer you to imbrue your hand in any of their innocent 
blood, either you will repent or not: if you repent, it will cost you ten times mol' an­
guish and grief of heart than the pleasure of the sin can cause delight ; and what a base 
thing is it to do that which mu t be repented of at the be t? But if you repent not, it 
had been better for you to have never been born. But let every man be faithful in do­
ing hi duty, and trust God with the success, and rejoice in Christ, in the testimony of 
a good conscience; for he that hath not a soul to 10 e, hath nothing to lose. But, bless­
ed be God, I have no soul to 10 e; therefore I desire only to fear Him, whom to fear, is 
the beginning of wi d m. And for all malignants to come in, and joyn with honest 
men in , ettling this nation upon noble principles of justice, freedom, 1\nd mercy to the 
poor, wlll be the best and greatest understanding. 

King Charles's Case truly stated : In Answer to Mr Cook's pretended Case cif that 
blessed Martyr. By Mr Samuel Butler, Aut/LOr <!f Hudibras. 

The history of the ingenious and witty author of Hudibras is so little known, that it is impossibl~ 
to say whether he was really the author of the following tract, or whether, like many otbers, it 
was imputed to him witbout grounda. Tbere is reason to believe that it may have been written 
by Birkenhead, then tbe Coryphreu of the royal pal'ty, whose style it resembles more than that 
of Butler. . 

Ma COOK, 
HAVI G lately seen a book of yours, which yo~ are pleased to call ~in,g Charles's 

Case, or an Appeal to all Rationa,l Men concerning hIS Tryal, I was m';lch mVlted to r~a,d 
it, by the ingenuity pmmi ed in your title: For having heard you stIle yo:urself SObCl­

tor-general for the king's dtead sovereignty, and your own honourable chen~ the peo­
ple, I was much taken with your impartiality, that not only exempts all r~tlOnal men 
from being your clients in this case, in making them, by your appeal, your Ju?ge , (for 
no man, ou know, can be juuge in hi own ca e,) but acknowledge your lugh court 
(from which you appeal 0 all rational men,) to cousist of no such. But mdeed 1 bad, not 

. read many lines before I found mine own efJ'or, as well as yours, and your proceedmgs 
nothing agreeable to the plain tl aling I e. pe .tl"d from you; for you 'pre eQt~y fall to 
insult upon the unhappine s of YOU!' undeseryed adversa~y,. a~d that With 0 l!ttle mo­
deration, a if you strove to mak It a question wheth r hiS lDcompaJ.'able patience, ()r 
your own ungoverned pa ion, should be the greater wonder of me~l; prepo tel'ously 
concluding him guilty, before, with one syllabi , you had proved hIm so: A. trange 

-ay of doing justice! Which you endeavour to m ke good by a strange, lnsolent 
6 
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railing, and more in olent pro eding 0 th ecr t uncil of Almighty od. from 
whence you pre lime 0 ive' nte e on him; a b ldn s n I impiou than unju 't i 
you, were it true, inc we an n ver kno i to o. 

But indeed it is hard to ay wh ther YOll hal' hewn more malic or vtttlity Tn thi 
notable declaration of oU' j for he tiM coo 'id r the affi eta ibn and fatJtastick light­
ne s of 'our langul (u h as I r la d, a land of il'6; bit· -h p for bishops, and other 
such inrreniou Ie aljci s of quibbl must 'need ','collfi s it an omtory more becoming 
a fool in a pay, or P ter efore the rabble, th n th patrons of his ov I' igo' sove­
l' igo, or the ravity oftbat ourt which, you y. right wisely, hall be admir'c\ at th 
day of judgem nt. And therefore you do ill t accu him of reading Johnson's and 

bake pal" play, wl ich, it eern ,you h v. more I" n in yourself: to much wor C pll 'r­
o e,l! ou 1 ad never hit so right upon the ery dialect of their railing advocate ; in 

which (beli ve me) ou havc really out-acte all that th y could fansic of pas ionate and 
ridiculou outrage. 

or certainly, ir, r am so charitable t() believe it w your pa slon that impos d upon 
your under tanding, el e, as a gentl man, you could have never d scended to such pea­
santry of language, specially a ain t 'uch a per on, to whom (had he ne\Oer been your 
prince) no law enjoyns (what oever his offences were) the puni hment of ribaldry, 
And for the 1 s of God, they nb olu I ondemn it; of which 1 wonder you, that pre­
tend 0 much to be of hi council, should be either so ignorant or forl'J'etful. 

alamity is the vi itation of God, and (a preacher tell us) a fa\'our he does to those 
be loves: wherever it all it i the work of his hand, and should become our pity. not 
our in 0 enceo Thi the ancient heathen knew, who, believing thunder came frolD the 
arm of God, reverenc'd the very trees it lighted 00. 

llut your passion hath not only misled you against civility and Christian charity, but 
common sense also, else you would never have driven your chariot of reason (as you 
call it) so far out of the road, that you forget whither you are going, and run over every 
thing that stand!! in your way; I mean your unusual way of argument, not only a­
gainst reason, but yourself, as you do it at the first sally; for after your fit of raving is 
over, you be tow much pains to prove it one of the fundamental of law, that the king 
is not above the law, but the 1 w above the king. And this you deraign, as you call 
it, so far, that at length you say the king bath not by law so much power as a jus­
tice of peace, to commit any man to prison; which you would never have done, if you 
l1ad considered from whom the jus ice derives his po weI', or in whose name his war­
mnt run; el e you maya well ay, a man may give that which he hath not; or prove 
the moon hath more light than the un, because he cannot shine by night, as the moon 
doth. But you needed not have trained so hard, for this will serve you to no purpose, 
but to prove that which was never denied by the king him elf; for if you had not a 
much wor e memory than m n of your condition should have, you could not so oon 
ba e forgotten, tha • immediately afte the reading of that charge, the king demanded 
of yonr hi b curt, by what law they could it to judge him, (a offering to submit, if 
t ey could produce any;) but then silence or interruption were thought the be t way 

confe sing there wa no uch thing. And when he uud Itook to hew them both 
law and r ason too, why tb Y could not do it, the righteous presid nl told him plainly, 
he must ba e n ither law nor rea on; which was certainly (as you have it very fillely) 
the most comprehen ive, impartial, and gloriou piee of justice that ever was played 
on the theatre of England; for what could any court do rpore than rather condemn 
it elf than injure truth? 

But you had better have left this whole busine s of the law out of your Appeal to all 
Rational Men, who can make no use of it, bu a ainst yourself; for jf the law be a­

·bove the king, much more is it above the subj t; and if it be 80 h inous a crime in 
a king to endeavour to set him elf above law, it is much more h inous for subj cts to set ' 
tbemselve above kjng and law both. Thus, like right mountel>anks, you are fain to 
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wound and poi on yourselves to cheat others; who cannot l>ut wonder a thel confidence 
of your impo ture, that are n~t asham'd to magnifie the pow l' of the law, while you 
violate it, and confess you et yourselves really above the Jaw, to condemn the king, but 
for intending it. . 

And ind ed 'ntentions and design are the most con id rable part both of your accu­
sations and proofs, some of which you are fain to fetch a (J'reat way off, as far as his co­
ronation oath, which, you next say, he, 0 the archbishop, by hi ol'der, emasculated, and 
left out very material worels, (which th people shall cboo e.) Which is false; for thes 
words were not left out, but rend 1'\1 with more sense, (which the commonalty ha e;) 
and if you consider what they relate to, (cu toms,) you will find you cannot, without 
open injury, interpret elegerit, (in the Latin oath,) hall choo , n t, hath cho en; 
for if you will have consuetudines quas vulgus elegel'it, to moan co toms, hich are to be 
not only u e, which must be often repeated before it become a custom, but choice, 
which nece arily preced s use. 

But suppose it w re as you would have it) I cannot see with what reason you can 
presume it to be a design to subvert th~ laws, since you know he had sworn to defend 
them before, in the first article of the oath, from whic h I wonder bow you can suppose 
that so wise a prince (as you acknowledge him to b ) could be so il'ra~ional to believe 
him .elf absolute by this ~mission. , But you are not without further contradiction yet; 
for If he were so perfidlOu a VIOlateI' of oaths as you, ould have the world believe, 
what reason had he to be conscientious I)f taking them? Certainly he hath little cause 
to be nice wbat oaths he takes, th t hath no regard what oaths he breaks. 

N or can I possibly understand your other construction of his refusal to take the oath 
as his predecessors had done, which you will have a design to refuse his assent to such 
good laws, rather than bad ones, as the parliament should tender; for besides the ab­
surd conceipts, that be must still like the bad better than the good, if you consider what 
you say afterwards, the charitable sense will appear by your own word to be truest; 
for you confess he gave his a sent to any bad one, else you had been fain, for want of 
such, to accuse him of a few good· ones, as you do there. Which of these is mos t pro-
bable, let every rational Christian judge. I 

Your next argument, to prove the king's design to destroy the law, is thus ordered. 
Those knights that were by an old statute to attend at the king's coronation, being pro­
mised, by hi proclamation, (in regal'd of the infection then pread through tbe kingdom,) 
a dispen ation tor their absence, were after fined at the council-table, (no doubt by the 
procurement of some of your own tribe;) where they, pleading the proclamation for their 
indemnity, were answered, that th~ law of the land was above any proclamation. Yom 
conclu ion is, therefore, the king had a de ign to subvert the laws. ure there is no 
man in hi wit!!, but would conclude the contrary. Such argum nts as these are much 
like the ropes that Oreneus twisted, only for asse to d vour. 

But if th1 should fail, you know you are prm·ided with another not less ub.stantiaJ, 
and that is, his alteration of the judges commi ion, who heretofore ha~ their place. 
grant~d to them during their good behavi~ul'; .but he I~adt: them but dunn~ plea ure. 
Of tIll you make a sad hu ines ' of a very Imagma-ry eVIl cOl~sequence. But 1~ you ha? 
coo 'idel'ed before, what 'ou ay pre, eutly after, that the kmg, and not the Judges, Ii 
to be accountable for the inju tice and oppres~ion of the . gover.nm~nt, .&~., you would 
have found it "ery just that he houhl u e llls plea ure 10 then dlsmls.slOll as well as 
choice; for men of your protession, that have Ii cd long enongh to be Jud,ges, are not 
s~ch puuies in unning. to play th ir feal of iniquity ahove-board,: And If ~bey ll~ay 
Sit still. they can be proved to ha\'e misb h~ved them Ives. he pn,nce, that IS to give 
account for all, may s oner know he is abu ed, than how to hel~ hl,m elf, 
. All the ineonv niency which you can fancy pos ihle to ensue It, IS onl,y to su~h bad 
judges as buy their places; of whose condition and loss 'you are very sen lble, as If they 
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had too llard a barO'ain of injustice. Believe, they may have reason enough to give unjust 
judgement, rather than I/)' th -j places and their money too, if th y shall receive uch 
intimation from the king. But you forget yours If, when you put this in your Appeal 
to all Rational Men; for tiley ~ill tell you this was a bold affront done to your high 
court of ju tice: For if it wer potential tyranny (as you will 11 ave it) in the king to 
hay but a design to endure the judges to give sentence again t the law, (which you say 
brings the people tbe very next step to slavery,) what is it in those who presume to 
give entence them elves, not only contrary to law, but the declared opinion of all the 
judge, and those of tbeir choosing too? And (J be eecb you) whither, by your Own 
doctrine, does this bring the people that submit to it? Certainly, if you, that can accuse 
the king of this, had been a Jew heretofore, you would not only have toned your fel­
low, but your Saviour too. 

But if all your arguments should miscarry, you h~\'e a reserve left, that d e (as you 
say) irrefragably prove the design. What's that ?-He is restless to d stroy parliaments, 
or make them u eless. Believe me, this is right li,(notum pe1' ignotius, excellent conse­
quence, to prove his design by his d ires: You should have proved bis desires first, 
(if you would prove his thoughts by his thoughts;) for certainly jf ever he designed it, 
lJe de ired it first. You had better have concluded plainly, he did it because he design­
ed it, for that i all one s nSf!. But if I might be but half so bold with your designs, 
I should, with more reason, guess you have one to make us believe YO\lr familiar ac­
quaintance with the secret councils of God, (which you so often pI' tended to;) else 
certainly, he bas given the desires of men so private a lodging, that, without his own 
discovery, (which you can O'ive us no account of,) you have no other way to know 
them. ou do well; and, if'I may advise you, you shall give over this unlucky thing 
calJed rea on, and betake yourself wholly to revelations. _ 

How the e arguments might prevail with your high court of justice, I canDot tell; 
but, in my opinion, they l1ad little reason to thank you for this ]ast; for while you make 
the king a tray tor, and prove his meer de ire to destroy the parliament, or make it use-
ess, a purpose to subvert the law, you do but teU them what they are that have already 

done it, and the people what a deal of law they are to expect hereafter. AU you can 
justly, in your own sense, accus the king of, is but discontinuance, or untimely disso­
lution of parliaments j which I wonder with what sense you can interpret a design to 
de troy the parliaments, since all the world knows he parted with hi~ power to di solve 
the parliament too. But see bow doubly unjust you are. You accuse him for not call­
ing parliaments so often as he was bound to do by the law (once a-year, as you say, 
or oftner,) but never consider 'how that is itnpos ible to be done, without dissolviug 
them a often; for doing which, notwithstandjng, with so much clamour you condemn 
bim. Thus you char e him with inconsistencie , and may with much more reason ae­
cu e him for calling parliaments; becau e if he had not called them, he could never 

av dissolved them; which is very like your 'way of argument,-
But much better than you common~y use; for your l)ext (to remove an objection out 

of your way) is thus managed; The Icing, and not the judges and evil counsellors, 
ught to be accountable for the male-administrations, inju tice , and oppres ions of the 

parliament. Your r asons are, because he made such wicked and corrupt judg s. Wel'e 
they not his own creatures? And ought not evet:y man to be accountable for the work 
of hi own hand ? Believe mc, this were somethincr, if yop could prove he mad them 
wicked, as well a judges. But' this pI a hold, you ha e argued wdl for your llOuour­
able cHeuts the . people; for if. they fnade the king, as you say they did, you have 
cleared him of all such horrid· crimes, murder , and mas acres, which you take so much 
pains, to no purpose, to aecuse him of; and, like a right man 0 law, have undone YOUf 

clients, upon whose score Y6U set them. Your next busine will be, to prove God 
guilty of the sin of wic~ed men; for tbey are bis creatures, and the work of his own 



hands, I take it. But this is your perpetual method of doing bi~ rigbt, to make him 
sole autbor and owner of all his ill-ordered or unhappy actions, and not allow him a 
share in any good deed or act of grace. 

Anrl these are the fundamentals of the charge, only suppositions of intentions and 
d ign, which how far you nave proved just or profitable, let ani ma,n but your e1 
judge. The course you take afterward is m Ich worse, in my opiniou; for you mal­
your own grounds., and either not prove them at all, or (which is worse) prove them 
upon their own bottom; as when you take upon you to state the ground of your wars 
and prove the king to be the Cau e of it, you do it thus: ' 

. . The king ~you ay) set up hi standard of war for. the adv~ncement an~ upholding of . 
illS personal mterest, power, anrl pretendt;d prerogative, aO'amst the publJck interest of­
common right, peace, and safety. How do you prove tbis? flel:allSe he fought for the 
militia, for a power to catt and <.Ii solve parliaments, a negative voice, to make judCTes 
confer bonours, grant pardons, ma~e corporati.on , inbance .or deba e money, and ';oid 
his own grants. These you call ~llS personalmterest, power, and prerogative, which 
you say be fou~ht for. Now put he po ition and proof together, and e what sense 
]t will make: Truly nOne but thi , that he made war for his preroO'ative, because 
he fougllt for hi prero ative. I npt this nne 100'ick ? But suppose it :ere sen e, bow 

. do you pr<1ve he fought for hi prer gative? To tbis you have not one \vord to say; and 
why then. should we rather take your word than the king·, who protest d he took 
arms in defence of the prote tant religion, the liberty of the subject, priviledge of 
parliament, and the laws of England? Certainly tbert is no man ill his WIts, but would 
rather believe his words than your arguments, if he does but con ider that the most im­
probable part of all (he protested to fight for the defence of the privileclges of parlia­
ment) is found by experience to be no paradox How true the rest is, time will in. 
struct you. Bnt yet I cannot see why we should not rather believe them than the pre­
tences of the parliament, which were more to fi ht in defenc of his perspn, and their 
own priviledges; which how th y have performed your self can tell. But aU tbis while 
you mi take your own questiou, which was not the ri ht of the cause, but the cause, 
or (as you have It) the occasion of the war; and if you had a purpo e to know that, 
actions had been the only guide of your inquiry j for intentions and word are uncer­
tain; and if they make no as ault in privatI," quarrel) I know not why they should in 
pubLick; and therefore, since we can never agree about the truth. of more remote 
cau es, 'ti most ju t for u to place the calise of the war where we find the fir t 
breach of the peace. ow that the kinO' wa cleared of this, 11 indifferent men, who 
had th unhappiness to be acquaint d with the method of their own undoin , can very 
well te tify. And if the parliament sh uld deny it, their own votes would contradict 
them, as well as their actions; for when th y first I'ai ed hOI· e and arms, they pretend­
ed to do so, because it appeared the king, seduced by wicked council, intended to m e 
war alruinst the parliamellt; whereby t hey conre he 1 ad not then done it; and they 
had 0 Httle crround to make it app ar he ever would, that they were fain to usurp the 
l'iO'ht of hi cause, to ju tify their own, and they say, took arms for the defence of the 
ki~lg; which if we grant. it mu t follow the~ fil'st made ,,~ar again t .him ; . for n.o b<><!y 
t:l e ever did, ' again t whC'm they could po 'tbly oefend hIm. Nor dId. their actions, 1ll 

otl1 ring the first violence, les a clare who beo'an the war, when, hanng an army rea­
dy to invau{' him before he et up his standard, th y bo~h fo!lowecl-and set upon him, 
a they did at Edge. HilI. Go as fur ~ 'you .can, yo WIll still find the Scots (~vhose 
qUaJ' the p81'liam nt took up at the econc! hand, weil as they foilo\\'ed tbelr ex-
amp ere the (irst bt>ginners ~f all, . 

Tbi . granted how the kmg could afterward do less than he dld, I cannot un-
del'sta d. ir t, l1e ,,~as bound by the law of nature (wl)i?h you say i legislative .. and 
hath a pensive powel' over all huma1,l laws) to defend hllnSelfj secondly, by hiS 00-

VOl.. V. 5a H . 
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ronation oath, which he took to keep the peace, And how ('ould he do that, hut by 
hi rai iog power to SUpPl' those who had alread broken it? Thirdly, by the Jaws of 
the land, which, you ay, tru ted him with the power of the sword. And how coulu 
he pre erve that tru t, if he had ate till, and sutli red others, 110t only to take it from 
Jlim, but to u it agaiLl t hirh ? 

But it i mo t probable that he ne\'er intended it I 11 was very unwise to let them 
be before-hand With him, in sizing uponbis castle magazines, and hip ; for which 
there can be no rea on ima in'd, but that he was loath to giv them any occasion (in 
eeua-iog them) to su pecl h ~id but intend .a war. And by all this, I doubt not but 

"t appear plain enough to all rational men, that he was so far from being the cause of 
the war, that be rather fell into it by avoiding it· and that he avoided it so'lonO', till 
he was fain to take arm at 0 O'reat disadvantage, as he had almost a good have 
ate still, and uffered. And in this you have u 1'('\ th kmg witb the same justice the 

Christian received f!'Om ro, who, havinO' et Rome on fire him elf, a sacrifice to his 
own wicked geniu , laid the odium of it 011 the Christian, and put them to death for 
it. 

But this way you found too fair and open for your purpose, and therefore ' declined 
it ; for having proved hi intentions by hi desires, and his actions by his intentions, 
you attempt a 11 re prepo teTou way yet to prove both, by what might hav been his ' 
jnt otion : And to this purpose you have the confidence (in pight of sense) to make 
conting ncie the final cau of thiu,ss, and impolilick, accidental, possible inconve· 
niencies (which all the wit of man can !lever .avoid) the intended reasons of state: As 
when you will have the king fight for the militia, only to command the purse of the 
p ople; for a power to make judges, only to wrest the laws; to grant pardons, that 
publick-spirlted men (as you call them) may be made away, and the murderers pardon­
ed, &c. All which being creatures of your own fancy and malice, (and no part of his 
quarrel) you are 0 far from proving what he fought for, that when you have strained 
your ability, all you can a i but thl , in your own sen e, that he fought for power 
to do that whicli he n r would do wh n it was in hi power, But if .ou take lib f­

ty, I can't but thn)k bow yoo would bestir yourself: if you could but O'et your God, as 
you have don your king, b fore such an impartial high eourt of justice as this I HolV 
would you charO'c him witll hi misgovernment in nature; for which, by the very same 
logiC\\:, you may prove h made u all slave f in causing the weaker to hold his life at 
the pleasl re 0 the tronO'cr; that he et up a bun to dazle our eyes, that we might not 
ee, and to kindle fevers in our veins; made fir to burn us, water to drown us, and 

ail' to poi on u ' and th 11 demand ju tice again ·t him; all which y 11 may easil do, 
now you have the trick ou't i for tht very same rea on will serve again, aud with much 
more probabilit ; for 'ti en ief to PI' ve .t lat men have been burnt, and drowned, and 
diad of tbt plague, than to mak it appear the l .. ing ev r us d your finer dc\-ice to re­
move publick spirited men; 01' can you, without extreme injustice, suppose he e\'el' 
:would? ~'or 'ti so much a very well known, he highly favoured and ath'anced 
hi gr ate t opposers, (for such )'OU mean, I know,) whom he found own r of any COli· 

n nt de ert; as he did the earl of trafford and the attomt'y-O'eneral Noy, (alld for 
other honest men, as },Ou will have them,) wi om trenzy or edition set against him: fly 
:rour own confesion, he c.Jid not suffer those black stars (very strange one) to slit their 
no es, and crop their ears. 

Hut now I think these honest. publick-spiriteu men, certainly some of them, have not 
so good.an opinion of the honesty of your publick proceedings, but they woul ill-
ingly venture, not ouly their tars again, (if they had them,) but thtir heads too, de-
fiance of your most comprehensive plece 01 justIce; . hose . u e wllile you take upon 
you to plead, against their consent, as yuu ~a"e dOl Ul' hOllullrauie clients the pI! . 
plel you desc:n'e in reaSOB to be thrown ovcr the bar by yuur own p rt.Y; r 1.011 but 



confess yoUI' own injustice, while you a<;knowledge the publick honesty of those that 
mo t OPP()SC it. 

How solid or pertinent those arguments of yours have'been, let any man that is so­
b r ju(lll'e. Bu~ 'ou are re olved, ri~ht or ~rollg, they shall pass; to let u kno\v hm 
easily he that ha the unhappines to be judged by hi enemie is found gl1ilty of any 
thing they please to lay to his charge; and therefore, atisfied with your own evidcnc I 

YOll proceed to sentence and condemn the king with much formality, by the funda­
mental laws of the kin ,.dam, hy th O'eneral law of all nations, and the unanimous 
consent of all rational men i~) the wolld, for imploying the powel' of the sword to the 
d,c trllction of the peopl , with \~hid~ they illtl'U,te~l him for their own protec­
tiOll. How you got the con ent of rMlonal Hlen to 111 ntcllce, . I cannot imaO"ine . 
for 'tis most certain (by your own c011fession) that he never imployed the sword but 
against tho e who fir t f?lIght to depriv biOI of it; a,nd, b' that very act, de­
clared they did not tru t him, and conseq~e~~ly absolved hlln both from the obligation 
that he had to protect them, ancl the pO!:i Ibthty too; for no man can defend another 
longer than ,he deftnds him elf: that jf you will have your sentence to be just, YOII 

must confess it to be non en e; for you mu t not only prove that tho e who fought a­
gain t him were the pet)ple that tru ted him, not tho e who fought for him, but the 
Ie ser. or less can iderable pd t of the people; (the people, as you have tbe confidence 
to call your honourable clients, being IIOt the twentieth part of the very rabble;) which 
jf you can do, you are much wiser than Solomon; for it is ea ier to diVide a child in 
-two part I than to make one of those two Pdl'ts a whole child. And if JOU have the 
trick on't, you shall be next allowed to prove, that take four out of ix, there remains 
six. Nor is there more ju tice or rea on in the t'ntence than in the cour e you take 
to uphold it; for while you deny the old maxim of law, th t the king can do no wronQ'. 
yon maintain a new one, much war e, that be nlay uffer any; and having limited tl.;is 
power to act only according to law, expu c him to suffer, not only without, but aO'ainst 
law. Truly it i hard m a 'ure; but, rather than fail of your purpose, you will make 
as bold with cripture as you have done With reason, if-It tand in your way; a you 
do when YOll interpret that place of the apo tie, " Where no law i , there is no tran -
gres ion," to mean, where there is neither law of God, nor nature, nor positive law. 
I wonder where that i, Certainly you Ita 1 b tter undertake to find out a plan­
tation for Archim des his engine to move the eartb, than but fancy where that can 
be; which you must do before you can make this cripture to be understood to your 
purpo e. And 1 cannot but smile, to think how hanl a task that will be for such 
a tron fancy a our, that ,cannot conceive what your elf affirm; for when you de­
ny it pos jble to uppo e two upreme po If r ' in one llation, you forget that you bad 
acknowledged much more before; for v ou coo feE) the kmg to be ~upreme. when you 
ay, very eleO'antly, he maclc head aJ..,ain ~t the f~arliamfnt, who ackn?wle~ged bim to 

be head th I' .of; and yet y u say the parlJamcn t I the u prcm . amhoflty df the ~atIon. 
Thus ~(U affirm that reo 1Iy to be, which you think is illlpOS [bie to imagine. 

Dut such 11 .. 'ky contraciictions of yOllr elf, a well as s n e, are as t~ruiliar w~t~ yo~ 
as railing; for be ide the m ny before m ntl ned, C ncl your commOll m~lln {U!tles of 
speech is as fa\' from on trllcti n :as th PUI po 'e,) th ':re are ther, Whl~h, for y ur 
encouragement. oug 1t put to b on}Jtte~., Aud vh n ou would prove til kmg the most 
aiJoll1illable tyrant tll' [ t.1y r people ufter d under, ,} et y?U sa .. h~ w~, h, oved by s me, 
and £ ared abroad. His Jndg you compared to the amL slttmg m Judgmtnt at the 
1~ l day; al~d y~t,. by y?Llr own d,oc~rin . . tll y at' . olore like bea ' and woh'.es, 10 ·it. 
tlllg by • COnllnl!lSlO~l of tOr<'e: 1 lelT hlg.1t court I, a ro'y~d r )ac~ ot the PI'\Uclples. of 
freedulu; 811d y t. till the peopl volt ntllrtly u,hmlt t a governmt.'~t~ (which t \. ,) ne· 
Vt"l' did to til t,) t)wy w I't' but sltl\'~. Th~ J,larhatll nt C, u ay) petltlOl eel the klU~. as 
goud llbject8; and yet, immtujatdy after, ) Oll make them hi Jord~) and JuwseH StJl-
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vant: So bey give him the honour of hi own foyal as ent, and yet they often 
petitioned him for it. lIt trial you call most impartial, Bnd yet cannot den all hi 
Judge to be partie. and his proft' t ell lI,il;'s. But 'ou hit pretty ri"'ht, when you 
ay h call.' d mol' prote tant bloorl to be sh d than t'\'er \Va. spilt either by 

Rome, heathen, or an\lchri ,tian; for grant Ihat p~l'tl lO b true, and c ntess a much 
prote tant hi d a ever wa ' spilt by th he then Itomans, unlt's, t lC ' could kill pro~ 
te tant eight bundr d year betor there \\ 'I'e any in the world, \\ lllcll el qlJ nt piece 
of non en we must impute to your ignorauc in chrollology, or ('oofusioll of notion, 
which you plea , Nor are tlwse riddle of contradi ·tion only in )our word ', but in 
the wh 1e cour e of your VI'OC ediu ; for you never clo the king allY right, but \\IJere 
you do hi ... )} the grcate t wrong; and ar thert! Quly rational, wher you ar 1110 tin­
human; as in your additional accusations' ioce his dt:ath; for tbtrt: you und rtake to 
I>rove something~ and give your rea on (such a' they are) to make it appeal'; whi h 
were f.ir play, if you do not take an advantage too unrea onable, to argue with th 
dead. But your olher impeachment consist only of generals, prove nothing, or in­
tentions hich caD never be proved, 01' your OWn forc'd con tructions of action, or 
wllat mi ht have b en actions. Qut never were; all which you onl aggravate with im. 
pertinenc and foul lanlTuage. but never undertak to prove. And if we should grant 
aU you would say, aIlo uppo e you ~aid it in senso or ord 1', it would serv(: you to no 
purpose, unle you have, by proof or argument, applied it to him; which you never 
went about to do. 

But if thi w re the worst, you might be borne with, as a thing more becomiug the 
contempt than the anger of m n; but who can preserv any patieuce that d es but 
think upon that prodigy of our injustice, as well a inhumanity, to accu e the king, 
after his death, of what you ere ashamed to charge him with when alive? For what 
you say concerning the death of King Jame , you will become the scorn of your OW1\ 

part ; for they never us'd it farther than they found it of ad antage to some d i yn . 
they had in hand; as when they \Vould move tht! kin€? to grant their propo i tion , they 
made it Elrve for an argument °to him: if pe would Ign, he should be still their graci­
ous kinO'; if not, he killed his father. Dut when they founcl he would 1I0t be con\'l11~ 
ced with such logick, they laid it utterly aside; tur (witbout donbt) they had not 
Jost an ad vanta e 0 useful as th y might have made it in the chalg , had thf')' not 
known it would have ost them 100 e impudence to maintain, than they should ne 'd 
to u e in" proceeding without it. flut let us cOil it! r your ·tudeut's might, with whi 'h 
you first ay you are ati'lied, an y t after hay i L a a field I • Fll'5t, h was ouser­
",'ed to hate tJ1e duke, but in tantly, upon the death of King Jame , took him into his 
sp cial grace and favour; .of wuicb Oll cone ive this art 11 U&t b the cau c. Believe me, 
your conjecture i contrary t.o all experi nee, and tile common manner of pl'lllces, \\>bo 
use to 10\e the treason, but hate the traitor. Aud if ht I ad b en 0 politick a tyrant 
as yon woulli describe him, he WQn d ntvtr believe his life afe, nor his kin ydQm his 
own, while any man lived (much Ie s his enemy, whom uch a king would nner 
trL~st) of who e ~ift and ecrecy he he d them both: Nor i it likely thaL he. who ould 
Dot spare the life of hili father to gain a kiugdQm, should spare the life of his eDerny 
to secure it. As for his dissolving the parliament, I believe not OU)) all wise,men, but 
all that ever heard of this WIll acquit him: Whether he did it to avoid the duke' im .. 
peachment, )OU cannot prove: but if you CQuld, you must contiider, that, in .nch ca e J 

pJince may a8 well protect their favourites fr.om injuly as justice, biU('e no inno­
cence can save them, if they lie as OileD to the quesiloll as they do to tb envy .of 
men. 

ut for tile better aatiafaction of tllOle you ,"ppeal to, I snaIl add this: It is mOlt eer­
·n tbat lui. humoor of innovation began to elliJ' m tile first parhament of thi, king, 

&ad l\'Ow to aD itch ia the COJlUDOU fUf tbe alteraLiuD of gOVtJ'Dllleut; &0 bj~ eDdt 



they firlit resolved to pull down the ch!ef instrument thereof. the dnke of Buckingham. 
But havtng then no co h army, llor act of continuance to a ure their sitting, all the 
wit of malice could never invent more politick COUrse than to impeach him, and put 
this article (true or false) into his charge; for ~hus they were not only ur of the af .. 
ft>ctiolls of the pt'ople, who (out of the common fate of favourites) generally hated the 
duke, and are always plea ed with the ruin of their superiors, but secured from 
the king's interposition, whom they believed, by till means, bound up from protect­
ing the duke, (tho' he knew hi innocency,) lest the envy and fancy of' all hould fall 
upon himself. But the king, who understood their meaniDO', and knew this \Va but i 
order to their further attempts, (which always be rin with such aCl'ifice ,) uddenly dis­
solved the parliament, and, by his wisdom and POliCY, kept that calamity ixteen yean 
after from the people, which the very same cOlll'ses and fate of the e unhappy times 
have since brought upon them. But you have taken more pain to prove him O'uil­
ty, SiD e his death, of the l't!bellion in Ireland, altho' with as little reason or iog ~ui. 
ty; only you deal fairly in the beginnin , and tell us what judgment and con ,"ience 
we are to expect from YOll, when y u say, a a grollnd of all your proof], if you meet 
a man running down stairs with a bloody sword in his hand, ami find a man tabbed 
in the chamber, though you did not ee this man run into the body by that man which 
you met, yej: if you were of the jury, you durst not but find him guifty of the mur­
der. I hope not, before you know whether the man killed were sent by the kin ~ to 
fetch the man you met, for then you may say it must be in his own defence. Truly 
you are a 8ubtil enquirer.--But let us hear some of the clear. proof:. }'jrst, he durst ne-
vel' deny it absolutely. Besides the notorious fal hood of that, it is most sen ele s to 
imagine that he who had wickedness enough to commit so horrid an act, should have 
the mnocent Il1odest~ not to deny it, when he durst not own it. 

He sent th,!-nks to Mu kerry and Plunket by Ormond; which you are confiden hi .. 
height of pirit would never have done, if he had not been a guilty as them-
selves. And may not Ormond, that carried the thank, be, by the same r a 'on. a ~' ell 
proved guilty a the king? What's next? If he had not been guilty,' he would have 
ma<,iQ a thousand declaration, and have ellt to all the princes in the world or a sist-
ance against such hell-hounds and blood-hound ~ &0. That wa impos ible to be done, 
without s ndlng to the pope, and then you would have pro oed it clear iudeeo'. But 
the copy of his commi, ion to the Irish rebels is in the hand of the parliament. 'Tis 
mo t certain th y never beli ved it tbem elves, else it had not b en omitt d in the 
char e . .Hut now for an argument to the lJllrpose. Aft r the lci b were proclaimed trai­
tors and reb·J by the king, their g nel'a council made an oath to bear true and faith­
ful allegiance t King Chari 5, aud by a 1 means to maintain hi royal PI' rogatlve, a­
gainst the puritans in the parliament of England j which they would neller have done, 
unless he had commanded 01' con ented to t1,e rt'bellio I. But observe th n what will 
follow. Aft T the two houses at Westmin tel' VI,' re procbimt!t1 rebel and traitor by the 
king, they made a tiolemn covenant to defend hi royal I rson, l'ights, and dignitJe , a­
gainst all oppo ers' whatsoever; and therefore, by the 'amI:! rea: OU, he did c.ommand or 
consent to lhtl war raised by the p rhamcnt against himsdf. Hut did they IIOt 'ay they 
had hi ('Ommibslon, and caJl themselves the king and queen' artmes? But th n lOU 

forgot who they were that said liO :-ht:ll-h?unds and blood-~'}()unds, fiends and ~re­
brands, and Moody devil Dot to be named Without fire and brlOlstone. Do you thlDk 
such are not to be believ'd, (especially ~vh n tll y speak for thei~ own ad\·ant~ge,) .ra­
ther than t people of G(~tl, the faitht~l ot the 1 .ud at Westl~'lIuster; ":,110 hk Wise, 
when thQ7 rai etl fort' t said, they did It toa' the km~ and p~llhament? Can any man 
in his wi dt-'fl but the klDg is to be believ d Letol'~ either of th ? And yet you 
caunot be jJeh~\'ftcle!1 but ill )n~r to go in per on tu suppress the ~tbelli~:m w~ a ~esi3n 
tQ retuJ1.\ to. tbet lIe411 ot £0 Of :JO,OOO n:bels, to hay oe!ltroyed thl natIon. 'Ibata very 

J 



1'racts·auritlg 'he Reign ~King Ollarltis I. 

strange J ut fir t, how shall we beli ve what YOIl say h fore, (to she v your hr eding,) 
Never wa bear so unwiUm Iy urou ht to the take. as he tod clare' ao'aiost th r u 1. 
if be ofiered to adventure hi. per oh to uppr them. \' h n rOll 1a\' mad this a­
gree in en e, let u know bow. 'ou can suppos th arne pClson lh wi e t king in 

hri temJorn, and yet so fooli h t tudy hi own de truction; for wllo tould sufi' r 80 

)l1UCb in th ruin of thi nation a blln. ]f? ~ I' hi hinderiDO" th earl of Leic 't'r' 
going into Ireland, he had much more rea on to do 0 than th parliam nt had to bin­
d r him; and th l' for you mao as \V 11 conclude th OJ t-ruilty, a him, f t11 l' b Ilion. 

That h old or exchanO"'d for arn) and ammunition th ~ cIo th ancl provi io1'1 sent 
.by the parliament to the prate tanls in Ireland, you mu t ·ilh r accuse the pallia­
ment, which eiz'd upon his arm ' fir t, and used them a(Tainst him, or prove them 

bov the law of natur " (whjcll I believ you llad ral her clo,) tbat ommands every man 
to defend him elf. But the rebE"l in Ire'land O'av letter of mart for taking the parlia­
ment' hip, but freed tll king'" as thtir ver go d friends. I e ~ au are not such a 
wizard at de i os a you pr tend to be; for if thi be the deep t reach of your sub­
tilty, bad you been a euator iu Rome, when Hanibal iu ad d Italy, and burnt all the 
country of the Roman dictator, you would have 'pared no loncre)" to have prov rl him 
confederate with the enemy. But I tear I rna 'eem as vain as yuur self in repeatinc'J" 
your impertinencies. There i one argum lit that would ba\e el ved instead of all to. 
can in e you of wicl eones and fully in thi, busiue 5, and that is the silence of the 
charge, which, by your wn rule, ought to be taken (pro confesso.) There was never any 
such thinO". ' 

I will not trouble my elf nor any ,body with your French legend, a being too in­
considerable to deser e any seriolls notice, hllilt onl) upon r latIOns and hear says, and 
pro\'ed with Jour own conjectures, which how far we are to credit from a man of 0 

R och biass and mistake, any of tho e you appeal to shall determine; to whom [ shaH 
say but thi , that you do but acknowl dge the injustice of the sentenc , while you 
stri e to make it good with uch additions; for if you had not beli ved it very bad, you 
would never have taken so mucb pains to mend it: And I hope your high court will 
puni 11 you for it, whose reputation your officiou indiscretiolJ hath much impaired, to 
VO purpose: 'or tho' we hould grant all your additions to be true. a you would have 
it, It does not at aU justify th king's d ath, ince he did not die in relation to any 
thing there objected; and all you cao po sibly aim at by this pititul ar UOlent i out to 
prove him guilty. because I e was puni hed; tOI" you can never prove him punished. be­
cause he was !Wilty. 

For your epilogu , I hav so uch charity to believe it, being of a di1feren thread 
of lan,gua e, none of your own, but ither penn'd for you by Our mu ty P ter , or 
cl e you wri~ short-hand very well, to copy after the p eeh of his tongue. Howe\ler 
you came by it, sure I am, '1. c uld come frQm no body else; and having'-said 0, 1 hop 
I shall ne d to say no more; for 1 hall b loth to commit the sin of /' p ating an) of 
it But since i is but a frippery of common pIa es of pulpit-railing, ill put loge ther, 
that pretend only to pa ion. I am content you should use them yOl;1I' If, and be al­
lowed to say any tbing, with a little l"C'gard as if you WOle your pl'iviled~e : Y tt, I st 
you $hould grow so conceit d as to believe your (;"lt~ 1 will take SOlUll on's advice, and 
answer you, not in your own way ot' railing or fal ehood, but ill doing some rigbt to 

., tn. .. th1· and the Olemory of the dead, which JO~ have equally injur d. 

7'/te Character '!f KiRg Charles 1. B.IJ lJ.lr Butler. 

That be wu a prince of incomparable virtues, his very enemie cannot deny, (only 
they were not for their purpoae,) and those so unbJemiab'd with any'p r50nal vice, that 



they were fain to abuse the security of his innocence, both to aCCllSe and ruin him. 
His moderation <which he preserved equal In the extremity of both fortunes) they made 
a common disguise for their contrary itnpalations, as they had occasion to mi call it, 
either an easiness to be misled by others, or obstinacy to rule by lli own will. This 
temper of hi was so admirable, tbat neither the highe t of temptations, adol'ation, and 
flattery, nor the lowe t of misery, injuri s, the insolency of fool, could move him. 
His constancy to his own virtues was no mean cau e of his un oing; for if he had not 
stated the principles of government upon unalterable tight. but could have hifted hi 
ails to catch the popular air when it grew biO'h, (as his enemies oid,) they had never 

undone him with empt pretendinO's to what be really meant, His wisdom and know­
leuge were of so noble a ~apaeity, that nothing lay so much ont of his reach as the pro­
found wickedness of hj~ nemies, which ·hi own goodness would never give him leave 
to u pect, nor his <::xperiencerl power to eli COy r; for they managed the whole course 
of his rui n, a they did the la t t of it, in disguise; else so reat a wit as hi had ne­
ver been Icircunwented by the tr achery and cheat, rather than policy -of ignorant per­
sons. All he wanted of' a king was, he knew not how to dissemble, unless concealinO' 
his own perfectIOns so, 'in which he only decei ed his people, who knew not his great 
abilities, till their ins w re punished wIth the los of him, In his dent.h, he not only 
out-did the high resolution of the ancient Romans, but the humble patience of the pri­
mitive martyrs; so tar from the manner of ty,'ants, who Ube to wish aU the world their 
fllneral pile, that he employed the care of hi last thought. about the safety of his v ry 
enemies, and died not only consulting, but pl'ayin~ for the preservation of tho e whom 
he knew resolved to ,have none, but what was built upon their own destruction. 

All this, and much more, the justice of posterity (when faction and concernm nt are 
removed) will acknowledge to be more true of him than any of those slanders you (or 
the mad wickedne s of this age) have thrown upon his memory, which shall then, like 
dung ea t at the roots of trees, but make his name more f}ouri bing ano glorious, when 
aU those monuments of infamy you have raist:u shall become the trophies of his virtue. 
and youI' own shame. In the mean time, as yom own con 'ience, or the e ' pectatlon 
of dl.vine vengeance shall call upon you, you will see what you have don, and find 
there is .no munier 0 horrid, as that which i committed with the word of ju tice ; 
nor any injustic 0 notorious. a that which takes advantage both of the fir t silence 
of the living, and that of the dean. In t.hi last you have be n very sinful, and, in ac­
eu ing the dead, have 110t bt:haveu your If 0 like a saint at the day of judO'ment, a 
the <levil, whose office is to b olicitor-general in uch ca e I will not .iudge YOll, 

lest I s'hould do wor -e-imitate YOll, But certainly you will find it til worst kind of 
witcher ft to rai e that d vii b ' sac.rificing to your own malice, e p ially to 0 bad a 
purpuse as . ou have done, that YOll mic\'bt invade the jud rment- at of Chrl t, and 
u urp his juri diction before his comiug; \ bich you 1 '-I, Ie pre umed to do with 1110re 
rudene s than Hack t llsed, and less orl1luhty, in not ending your fore-runner to pro­
claim (in a: turnep-c I"t) our cominl)" t judO'lIlent. But the worst of all i ; yon em 
to glory in your Sill, and a ert the martyrdom of yoUI' wick an ss, for having ,sup­
~ospd a V ssibility yo~ may f~Lil b T the hand ' of viole~lce, You arm . ur elf WIth a 
torced resolutIOn, \Vh. h Y()' may be onfident ou Will never have ~~ed of, for you 
11, ve no r a~ou to lhink "ny ma can believe you have de erved a lolent clt-atb: no, 
you have deser d ra I er to live j /on(7, 0 long, till you 'e yourself b come the con­
troY l' i of wild bea ts and be ain to pro\' our C:lre-crow' unless you shaH think it 
just, that, as y u have bt'en cond ml1ed out of your own mouth, 0 ou hould fall by 
your own band. Indeed th l'e \ as not a han man uad enough or Juda , but himself: 
And when you hall think fit to do . 'oUf;,elf so much 1" l~t, YOll h?ll be your own 
soothsay 'r, a. d fall by the haud of a, Ravll1ac ; to whom, WIth more hkenes , compare 



A true Nan'atioll qf the nt/e, Go 'frmnel1t, mzd Calise qf fhe Deafh 'f/' the late Chark · 
StU01·t it·1' oj Etl{!.la'l J 1'ittelljor the alivaction if alllhose that are llot wil-
fUlly ob' inare/or {t Regal o'()('rnment, a1ld "eglecter or contemners qf tlicit' ownju t 
Liberties. 164. . 

THE title of William th Congu ror (by some irnamed the Bastard,) who first com­
peU d 01.1t Engli n cks 1.0 b ar his Norman yoke, (whate\'er others may pretend,) 
was b his word only, 1 y power, ) er of his suoce or (ev n. to thi Charles Stuart, 
late king of En land,) h ve, a it w re, forced th sum'age of the people to their sev.eral 
election and c ronation , and by the ame pow r have maint'ined all th ir actions, 

110W oeyer inju t, t rannous, nd ill al, conLrary to that anci nt, known, and received 
opioion in law, tl t th king i singuli' major, unit'ersis mi1wr; by which unju t, u 'Ut­
ped, and tyrannous p,Q ver of king, th yare become indeed (instead of shepherds, care~ 
ul to clef; nd tl . Ol)f~k) mo, t fa eoous \ '01 ves, ho e· paunche are never long r full 

than th yare d vOllrino- the ill h p; a rna , mo t plainly appear in the late bloody 
and t rannous rio of thl Charle tuart, whose bound I s prero'Tative (bad hi3 word 
PI' vail d) had, like a cneral inundation, at once swallow d up both the law of the 
land, tll liberties ofth subject, the priviledge of parliament, and tumed.the s\~ et 
and plea ant stream of the gospel (into that sea of antichrist) into popi h uperstition, 
In the times of peace h wa the 4110 t Govetqu P. that ver reign d in England~ not 
caring how his ubjects were impoveri hed or abu edt his J>rivate coffer were e11-

U(leasl~be riched. He never cared to maintain the law, except such as conduced to l1i own 
:~o:~:'mo_ particular profit, OJ' to the aqo-menti1',1O" his prero ativ to that unlimit d power, that his 
01'1' wible." will, like the zreat Tl11"k' , might command the live aud tortun of all his suhj ItS. 

c.YeC)~~a;II!~- In point of r ltgior, hi intent may be a~ily discerned, by intruding the llew liturgy 
~~i ~~:_lh on th~ kirk of .'cotland, ;lud tha.t too i~mediat.1 \ a t I' his coronation there; 11 well 

di a- kno\rJn that lt could b n ,ay con Istcnt with the cov naut by them taken, and 
, II t tho 4!'a.rl ' . .1 i! ~ b ~ 1 b . . d 11'] . 

ofe tle-ba- matntatn U lor orne ageS' elOr ; a a 0, DJO nmg an compe JOg t lC ommuntOn-
I' theo¥ r- tl\bles in England to b rernov d, and set altar-wise, wIth altar-worship, (th reby mao 

~~ et~~~ut king v'ay for the introduciu of pop ry,) it being cOlltrary to the known laws of this ih:r-:o:e' kingdom. We let sli his am bition of rllle, though by common fame sealed in )1i fa­
~c~ :~=- ther's blood, and fall to the point of that unparallel d piece of tyranny begun again t 
I a.:~:~e'l.4r- he cot, • nd ince pro ecut d again"t 11 I hi lat su~jects of England. To begin 

. therefore with the Scot, who, after many humble petitions, and fruitI s answers, were 
forced, for their own safetie , to take arms, y t, with all submi sion, (upon a treaty,) 
taking the king's solemn engag l11ent, laid them dov,:o, notwithstandi f:? the great 
chalO'e they bad been put to, and their inability to bear the same. After which peace, 
the end of war being then expected, the condition of the treaty were so well kept, that, 
the pring following, tIiey were again forced (fi r til ir refug ) to take arm ; ill which 
their ucces i so notorious to a.11 men, that .the 1 ing, not able to raise or maiutain an 
army able to oppose them, \Va , by nee ssity, compelled to can a parliament, ouly (as hy 
the is ue it appeared) to borrow monies, (without any illt nt to sati fie the subject;) 
which \'Vh 11 he found he could not accomplish, he not only sudden1y dissol ed and itll­
pri ooed tlie m mbers, butt by po' er of IllS own royal prerogative, as he calls it, (with .. 
.out COD nt of parliament,) endea ou ed to impos Oil the tree peopl of England the 
he. of tunnage and poundag ; which wl1t~n he. found that he coulu not wade 
through, the Scots at that time 'ng come into the kingdom, nece -ity once more 
comrellai him to ~1l another ~r1iamcnt; who, in their wisdoms, contra.cted :ith the 



cots, for a great sum of mon y, to ·depart the kingdom, and wil1in<Yiy eondescen ed for tb Ir II t 

that the king should go into Scotland to compose and settle businesses there; which was ~oll~lnrdl~~:,t 
no sooner effected, and he well rid of the Scots, and received into the city of London ,,:r~ga~tll rlz­

with joy and triumph, but he had presently his design on foot, how to be rid of this ;.rlfam!t"(7\' 
parliam nt also; which, by reason of the act of continuation, could not be otherwise 
effected than by bringing up his northern army, not then disbanded; which tailing, he 
resolved to render his act of' continuation (of g ace he cal1.ed it) as fruit]es as po sible 
might be; whereupon, he first makes way to send the queen beyond seas with tbe chief 
jewel of the crown, endeavouring, through her mean, to moye for ign prince to send 
him aids to make war upon hi rebelliou parliament, as he called them j aft~r whose 
departur , contrary to all laws, or the precedent of any of his predeces 01' , he associ­
ated with a company of rude and uncivil fellows armeo, came to the house of com­
mons to· demand the five members, and, notwithstanding he received the a urance of 
the house for their forth-coming, never so much as brought in any charge again t them' 
but finding hi~self fru tr~ted in that his tyrannous design, immerliately'left the parlia: 
ment, an~ repal~ed to W.md or, where he mustered toge!her. ~any deboised persons 
and cavalters, WIth promIse of great preferments and momes, If they would attend' him 
at York, which they accordingly did; he -in the mean while trifling out the time, un­
der the pretence of a treaty about etlling the militia, with the parliament, first at Tybals, 
after at Newmarket, and at last at York; in the mean time demanding the town of Hull, 
and providing arms, money, and men to make an army, (the parliament not yet dream­
ing of any such ,matter,) which he soon after performed, by setting, up his standard at 
Nottingham. . 

And as this army was tr acherously raised, under the cunning pretence of a treaty, Wlu- tbe 

so he hath proceeded with them to destroy the good people under the same colour ever ~~~:::,~ 
since, so long as he had an army; in which time, on both sides, above an hundred 011 Col. Boll'il 

thousand of the good people of England have been murdered and destroyed. And since hie ,ell_at. 

the said armies, by him raised, have been routed and dispersed, and he himself as a 
prisoner at the di pose of parliament and army, h w many new commotions (in Wales, 
Scotland, Kent, .Essex, Surry, and the West) he hath contl'ived (as much a in him 
lay) to the utter destruction of this whole nation, is sufficiently manifest to all men 
who are' not more blinded in affection to the name of king than in love with their own 
just liberties. And, in the Ia t treaty in the Isle of Wight, it did most evidently ap­
J>ear to the high court of justice, upon the examination of sufficient witnesseS', that 
Charles Stuart (what pretences soever he made, or what as urances oever he pretend­
ed to giv ) never did, nor ev.er would decline .the late .murder of his su~je~ts, but wO~lld 
ever prove it as an act most JUst. Yet, notwlthstandm~ all th e tyranllJes, so unWIll­
ing were the parliament to. depose him, much more !o take h!s Jlong . inee forf~ited) 
life that had he not sent hIS two sons beyond ea, WIth commISSIon to mvade thiS na­
tio~ and to rob and murder his good ubjects both by sea and hind, (and at this very 
inst~nt time of treaty plotted and enqcavoured a new disturbance by all mc;ans, labour­
ing to enga e the city of London to joyn with him in the same bloody design) he might 
have yet remained unquestioned. . , . .. . 

Thus havinO' give~ th . reasons that fore d on the kmg s rum, and m hl?1 the dIS­
ablinC'r the Norman 1m for the future, all those that are true lovers of hberty, the 
laws,Oreliglon, and the kingdom's welttue, may both feel and see them elve unloos­
ed from th Norman yoke, under whIch ?ur fore athe!'s 11 '''. suffered ~or the space. of 
five hundred sixty and two years; for wlllch let all true Engh hmen reJoyce, and WIth 
the author cry, Vivat le:r, e.:rercitus, vera religio, aenatus populusfjue Anglice • . 

VOL. v. i 1 



1,ne Declarntion 0 1M Reve"end l/tfr Ale.vanekr IIclIdcr 'M, Principal JWniste,' qf tllf 
'/Tord 0 'God CIt Edinburgh, and chit;! Commis i01ler from the 1 irk of cotland to the 
Pariiamc'tlt and !:>!;nod tif Etzgland, made upon Ids Dedllv-bed. 

This dec1ar lion i imput d to the tebrat .d Al xander Hendel' on, the apasll Of the Scotti It 
covenant. A h had dj(;tio~ujshed him 'elf duriuO' the cotll h di turbances whi h pre'ceded the 
rrt at civil war, by hi zt'al fol" PI' b 'tery, h wnsjudged hy h.s brethretl the mosl fit person to con4 

' iDoe Chad I. or tb ju divillunz.-of that mod" of church go rnm at He accordm /.! ly attend­
ed th king while h WIIS w1th the 'coU; II nrmy, officiated us his chaplain, aDd excbanged 
sev ral pApers with him upon th compamtive mel'it~ of pre bytcry and epIscopacy. But ere tbis 
debate was concltlded, 11 oderson wa tak n ill, and obliged to retire to Edinburgh, where he 
died about the middl of August, 1646. Tb royal party affirmed, that ulJon his death-bed he 
drew up th followin d I ration, hich, to ay the least, is contrary to the tenollr of his whole 
life and doctrine. But tbe gen ral assembly con idering it a II. forgery by orne of tbe 'coltish 
-<!pi copal clITgy, i ued the following counter-declaration: 

H The general a sembly of thi kirk having s en a rrinted paper intitul d th Declaration of Mr 
Alexander Hender oD,Principal Minist r of the \0\ ord of God at Edinburgb, and ChiefCommis-
ioner from the Kirk of 'cotland to the Parliament nnd Synod of England, made on hia death­

bed; nnd taking into their 'eriou con ideratiou bow m ny gross lit's and impudent calumnies 
are therein contained, out of the tender re pecl which they do bear to his nam , (whioh ou~ht 
to be very pu~cious to tbem and all po terit,v) for his faithful service in the great work of refor­
mation in tbe kingdoms, (\ herein the Lord Wit plea ed to make him eminently jnstrumental j) 
and least, tbr ugh the malice of om , and ignorance of other, the said pamphlet should gain 
belief among the weaker sort, they have thought fit to make known and declar concernjng th 
SRme a followeth: 

It That, after due search and tr~al, tlley do find that their worthy brother M r Alexander If nder. 
80n did, from the tim of his coming froll London to Newcalltle, till the last moment of hi depar­
ture out oft i life. upon all 0 elisions, manite t th constancy orbi judgment toqchingthework 
of reformation in the e kingdoms; nRme)y. in aU hi di coursttS and conferences with his mR~ 
je ty, and with hi brethren who wer employ d with him in the 'same trust at NewcAsll , in his 
'1 ue. r to the commissioner at Lon on, and particularly in his Inst discQur e with his majesty, 
when departing from him at ewca tie, bing very weak and greatly decayed in his atr n 'lh. 
W hen he cnme from Newcastl , by a, to lhi kingdom, he was in u h Q weak, worn, and falle<l 
condition, th t it was vident to all t~at s~w .hiI~ toat he \Va.s not, able , to frume any ul.:h d c1R~ 
ration; for be was eo sp ot that he d. d wlthm eight days aft r hiS :ll'T/vaJ : And all that he \Va 
able to p ok in that lime did cl ad ' ah w hi~ judgment of, and Ilffecti n to the work of I' -

ormation and cal,l e of God, tel be ('v I'y way tbe same th that it wa in the b >ginning Ilud 
progress ther of~ 8S divers re\'eF nl! bl' lhl' n who vi ited him declarcd to this a em bly, pI rti~ 
culnrly. two bc(!turen who COD lanlly aUellU d him from til lim he cam home till his breath 
expired. 

(' A turth I' t stimony may be brou~ht from a short conf< Silt on of faith und r hili haud, found n­
mOllg his papers, which ~re C 'pi !lied as his last words; whl'rein, amoll • other III rei ~ he de­
cIareth him elf I most of 1111 oblig d to the grrtce ,.nc{ goocln ~s of God, for cl1lling I im to be­
Ji v the promi es of the gospel. and (OJ exuitmg him to b a preacher of tbem to others, (Ind 

be a willing, though w Itk iustrull CII in thia r al and wonrierful work of reformatioll, which­
he eatnt'it)y be ech the Lord to bdug to happy 'Clllclu ion.' ther r a on may -be add d, 
from tbe levit, of tl~e SLy! , and QlloUlife l ab~urdlU.c cootained in ~hilt paper; upon ('on i~era­
bolt of all wblch, tIllS a.r.sembly ~o eondt:" 0 tbt. stud I'ornphlel, a torg ·d, scandqloul. and In)se : 
AQd utLher declares the author lIud outriv r ()f th · ala' to bE' oid of chal'ity and good coo­
&r.lence and;J groll6 liar and C'uJUUloialor, 1cd b tit piril of the aceu er 01 the brethren."­
STBV£MSO~'I Hrlto,., ofde Clwrrk and Stat~ of, 'Cf)tlUf4d, vol. iii, p. 1144. 



Bistoricall'raols. SSl 

The controversy was revived in the dispute between the learn ed Ruddilnllrl and Lo a.n, the latter 
lIddr 8 ing alt epistle to the forme/', 10 vindication of Alexander Hender n from the char 'e of 
recan~ing hi. principle. 011 c1 ath-bee!. J uci illp from internal evidence, there is every reason 
to beheve that the reverend assembly ,alld r Logan are completely justified in challenging the 
authenticity of the document i.1 question. 

Whereas the greatest part of the distempered people of these miserable distracted 
kingdom have been, and are woefully abused and misled with malicious misinforma­
tion against his sacred majesty, elpecially in point of religion ann moral wisdom' 
Wl1 reof I confess, with great grief of heart, myself to have been none of the least who' 
out of imaclnary fears and jealousies, were made real instruments to advance this un: 
natural w~~,-l conce!,:ed it the d~t of a O'?od Christian, ,espe~ial1y one ?f my profes~ 
sion, and In the conditIOn that I lie, expecUllg God Almighty Ii call, not only to ac. 
knowledge to the all ·mercifull Go I, with an humble sincere remor e of conscience, the 
greatne of this offence, but also,. for tbe better sati action of all others, to publish 
this declaration to view of the wOlld ~ to the inten t that all those (especiaIJy of the 
ministry) who have been deluded with me, may, by God s grace, and ~y example', not 
only be undeceived them!elvt'S', but also stirred np to undeceive others with more al­
acrity and facility. I do therefore <leclare, before God and the world, that sinc~ I had 
t~e hO,nour and bappi!1e,ss to converse and. confer with ~is m~jesty with all freedom, espe­
Cially III matters of rehglOn, that I found hIm the most intellIgent man I ever spoke with , 
as far beyond my expression -as e 'pectation, grounded upon the information that wa; 
given me (before I knew him) by such as ,1 thought should have known him. I pro­
fess. that I was oft· times astonished at the solidi ty and quicknes of his reasons and 
replies; wondered.how l)e~ spending bis time so much in sport and recreations, could 
l1ave attained to 0 gr at knowledge. 1 mu t say, that Inver met with any dispu­
tant of that mlld and calm temper, which convi.nced me the more, and made me think 
that such wisdom and such moderation could 110t be without an extraordinary measure.... 
of divine grace. I observed all his actions, more pal'ticularly tho e of devotion, which, 
I must truly say, are more than 0 dinary. I informed myse~f of others, whD had ser­
ved him from hi infancy, and they .all assured me, there was nothing new or much en­
larged, in re ard of his trouble, either in hi pr\vate or publick way of exerci e. 0 
that tho e who sit now at the helm of these weather-beaten kingdoms bad but one 
half of his true piety and wisdom! I dare ay the poor oppres cd ubject should not be 
plunged into so deep gulphs of impiety and roi ery, \ ithout compassIOn and pity. I 
dare say, if his advice had been followed, all the blood that is shed. and all ' the 
rapine tha~ is cpmm,itted, 'bould _ have been 'prevent~d. If r sh?~ld sp ak of his ~u tice, 
magnanimIty, chanty, and sobriety, chastlty; patlen~e, humIlity, aud of all illS both 
Christian and moral virtue, 1 should seem to flatter hun to lIch as do not know him, 
if the fr sent condition 1 lie in did not eKcuse me from any uspicioll of worWly end , 
when expect every hour to be called, and the ~ischarging my conscience before God 
and men did not oblige m to d clare the truth SImply and nakedly_ ever man beard 
him complain or bemoat his cO!l~itioD, in the greatest dur~nce of wat and ~onfinel~e!1t. 
W,hen 'he wa eparated from Ius d arest, con ort, aael depnved of the c mfort of hiS m­
nocent chlldren, the hopefulle t prince that e ~r were in these in, rate k!ngdom ; 
Wh~ll he 'a denied ofh,s councellors and domestick sel-vanta, and stripped ot all cOUn­
cil and help of man, and used 10 harshly a woutd ha've stl1p'fy~d any other man, then 
did his undaunted cOlll'age and tranacendant wisdom shew, it elf mor~ ~learly, and vin­
di ate hi from the obloquy of former times, to the Lo;toDl hment of hiS g~'eatest. e~~­
tnies. 1 confess, this did 80 take me, that I .could not but see tQe haud of God In 1t. 



Tracts during tTl lieig1l of King Charles . 

\ hich wilt ren er hi name gloriou , and (I grea.tly fear) ours ignominloll to all pos.­
rity . 

. B. It i to b .observed, tllat thi gentleman, wh n he cam from Newcastle to Eclin­
uurgh, did d ign to llllbo om him elf in the reat church at ;'dinburgh, a to the vir­
tu of in Charle I., and the rea ons of this change of his opinion of him; which 
being under tood by ome 1 aders in the a . embly, hey hinuer~d his preachin ; after 
which he £ II sick, . and, .no doubt, to tmburthen and ease bis mind, drew up iu thi de­
claration what be' intended to preac1l had he be n permitt d. This was one of many 
of the loyal convert the king made, who wanted only to be known to be admired, and 
\Va still the IDore' admired the oetter he was known. 

The Sentiments if Mr Pines (anotlter~minent Presbyterian Ministel') of King Charles I. 

Thi recantation seems to be a apocrypha) as that of Mr Alexander Henderson. 

When Mr Vine returned from the treaty at Uxbridge, Mr Walden being at Lon­
don with Mr Nat11aniel Gilbert, new was brought to them that Mr Vines wa return- ' 
ed; whereupon they 'both -went to Mr iDes, who, after usual ceremonies between 
fri nds, said, with great affection, Brother Walden, ho.w bath this nation been fooled? 

e have-been told that our king was a child and a fool; but if I understand any thing 
by my converse with him, which I have had with gl'eat liberty, he.is a much of aChris­
tian prince as ever I read or heard-of since our Saviour's time. He also said, he is a 

ery precious prince, ,and is able uf himself to argue Witll the abl t divines we have. 
Item, thcrt he gave such ndeniable reason or piscopacy, &c., that the world could 
not answer' them: That he had CO~YirlC d him that .i~ was agreeable to the primitive 
times. As for his (meaning the k1ng~s) clergy, thtl'e is no tence against their flail : 
they are a great deal too bard for us. In short, th t among all the kings of Israel and 

..Judah, there was none like him. 

lI.. Dectaratiotljrom 'lis HiglmeS'St the Pri~ce if TY-.les, 'Conoerning 'the illee,dl P1'oceed.: 
ings of the Co71tmtml qf E7Iglantl, and h,u Rt8OlutlOIlS to endeavour the &ttlemetlt qf 
the ancttnt knowne Lmvcs ff the KtngdOfM of England. . . . 

London, printed 1648. 



IIi toricalJ)'act . 

I I Hnvin no means Lo come Lo the knowledge of your mt\i Sly's prescnt condition, but such as I 
.re cive from the prinla, or (which is as uncert~ill) report, (have sent this bearer, Seamour, to 
~oit uJ?an your maje ty, lind to bring l~e nn accoun~ of iL: That I may with all as ure your ma­
JC' ty, [doe not only pmy for your IDllJeaty, according to my duty. but shall aJwaies be rea ly 
to do all which sha.1l be in my power to deserve that blessing which I now humbly b g of your 
inflj sly upon, sir, your maje ty's most bUlnble and 100 t abedien on' rid servant, 

Hague, 'lS(1 Janlla~If' ]648. CHARI. 
SANDEft.SO.N'S History cif King Clw,.k" Lond. 1658, fol. p. 1135. 

Having religion and reason to gllard my actions, I need not be tiruerous to declare 
,my intentions; neithet' dOr:! 1 intend to act any thin<1 that shall infringe tht! subjects 
liherty, or subject myself to that illegal, and never-before-heard of, authority which 
is lately crept out of the womb of faction. I confes e 1 cannot accu e all, nor excuse 
some: Those which I accuse are they who unjustly condemned my royal father, whose 
blood cannot be washed out of th ir spungious soules without an inundation of repen­
tance: Tho e which I eKcuse are they which really endeavoured the .. prevenlion of so 
great a mischief. . 

1st, Let US consioer their cruelty in impri oning his person. 
~dly, Their audaciou nesse in bringing him to an unjust trial. 
3dly. Their barbarousnes e in condemning him without law or justice, not permit. 

ting him the liberty of speech. 
I leave it to the world to judge whether these proceedings could be polished either 

with religion or justict!? Or whether I (who have as great a por.tion of grief as any) . 
can in ju tice wink fit these enormities? No, I cannot, nor will not. I am, therefore, 
re olvcd to hazard that which i most deare to me, to recover and propagate the ancient 
law s and liberties of the kingdome of England, who e crowne I may and will claime 
by lawful inheritance, in uespigbt of those that pretend the greatest good to the king­
dome, and intend the least; they bave already acted their parts, and now (God assist­
ing me) I will act mine, in opposing that punous off.spri g, which is now more potent 
than ju t. Therefore, let them expect and prepare them elves to heare the alarums 
of ju tice, whi·h shall sudd nly rattle in their eares. I am well assured that my 
cau e is balnnced with ju ti 'e, and that all unbribeu hearts will be as islant to my 
desi<1ne. I will not waste so much time as to expostulate, or guild my intentions with 
pIau ible oratory; but with as much brevity a my cau e will afford me, declare the 
reasons of my proceeding, which are as follow : 

I. 
Ist, It i sufficiently knowne that my royaH father (during the time of his life) was 

lwai s willingly active to sub cribe and condescend to any thing that was conducing 
to the peace and welfare of the kingdome; aDd without any sinister end f agreed to.a 
personal tl'e tv with hi two houses of parliament. prote ling (and at la t sealed hlS 

prote tation ~vith hi blou ) that thing was more predo~inant ,in hi thoughts than 
the preserviug of hi ubject Ii bertie , and the privile~ges of.. parliament ; ~he rea­
lity of which his last d cia ation from the Isle of Wight doth abundantly mamfest. 

II. 
~(l1v, After hi concessions were voted satisfactory, yet they were disavowed by th 

pre aunt · ld ) 1'Oi(:iou party ofind pend nh, who end a oured to-enervate monarchy 
by. tl, auvallcing dtmocracy, aQd to regulate the ki~gdome .according t .their ow 
unfiJ •• ted desires. . 



Ill. 
sdly, id not the army under the command ofG ncraf airfa ' protest and covcn~nt 

to maintaine the priviledgc of parliam nt; and now have deviated from their pro­
testation , by tbeir late barbarisme perpctrat rt on them, by impri ouinn' and slibju a· 
ting tho that were their first master, and all thl fOJ: th liberty of the subject? If 
the e thing can be consonant either to law or justic , let the world judg . 

IV. 
Lastly, Did they not promise to make my royal father a g!oriou king, whom the 

hav inhumanely murdered by a n \V-bred authority of their own instituting, and wallpt 
their prote tations by t11 fire of their OW118 ambitious desires; pretending to pre" nt 
great mischi f: by enacting greater? 

The 'e, and oth I' abominations under which the land groanes, are sufficient motives 
to incite my re olutions, and draw the world about their ears. And I hope all Chris­
tian prillces (after they are fully acquaint d with the particular uf my desigi1e ) will 
be rearly to afford me their timely as i tance, by which they shall engage me hereafter 
t o shew myself ready in the performance of any thing which shall conduce to their 
p eace amI welfare. 

I rnu t now declare myself to the world, that I am an absolute enemy to the pro­
ce ding of tho e that title tl em elves the commons of England; and am resolved (by 
the grace of God) to employ the uttermo t 0 my endeavours to reduce them to their 
former lawes, or el e subvert them aDd their adherents. It is well known with what 

. roiloe importunities my royal father accosted them, and yet could not woe them into an 
a commodation. 'Tis not unknown with what unfained alacrity he declared (even at 
llis death) tbat he valued bis subjects liberty more than hi own life; .and yet all these 
expression m de no impression on their obdurate hearts; th ref or ,lam confident 
that it i impo ible to conquer them with any language but the language of the word, 
with which I jntene! suddenly t treat. And I prote t, that I will not willingly iDJul'e 
any tbat hall desert them, or are already OppuO'l1<lnt to their wicked de igl eB; but 
will with my life an fortull protect them. And th y that will in time repair to me 
shall r speeted, and r warded for t11 ir loyalty. 

I further d dare, that 1 am fr e from the thoughts of inducing any tyrannical 01' ar­
bitrar gov rnn ent, or breaking the priviledg s of parliament, 01' infringing the sub­
: ets Ii tty; but will ab olutcly endeavour to l'c-e tablish tbe ancient al1d knowne 
Ja~es of the land: 1"01' th efiectincJ' wher of, I shall desire all real hearts to shew 
their readine se in promoting 50 excellent a work, and jOylltly pray with me that God 
would pro per ollr c.l sigues, that we may once roore sit under our vines and our fig-
tr nd e t the fat of Oll\' 1. no in peac and unmolested tranquillity. 

rom the Stllies General, ~c. to tile Parliament cif EnC'land, ·c., to ,lesistfrom 
cttCliting King Cl,arlcs. . 



that of interceding fo\" 'Kin Chades, had the former much more ut heart than the latter. The 
were civilly received by the parliament, and their e postulations wete listened to, but without 
receiving any satisfactory answer. 

Messieurs, 
Ayaos lOll ~our en sillgnhere recommendation Ie bien de vostre repos, nous avions 

estime convenable a. no tre ~mcienne ami tie et bienveillance envers Ie royaume d'Ang­
leterre de charger Ie j"ur Pauw, Chevallier 'ieul" d' H,eem tede, Hogersmilde, Nie­
werkerck, Rietwyc1, Premier Conseillier ct Maistre des Comptes ues Domaines de 
Hollande et W"esfri e, Depute extl"aordinaire de la Part de cette Province en nostre 
As emblee; et Ie ieur Joachimi, ChevaHier iellr d'Oestende en Oedekerkenskerl k, 
110S Ambas adeurs Extraorrlinaires et O"dinaires, de faire entendre a vas Seignenries. ce 
qui est de nos bonnee intentions, avec quelque cho e de particlIlier, que nou affectons 
pour Ie benefice me me et tranqu"llite du royaume, et pour ice les tousjours rendre 
preuve de la bonne volonte que nOll porto us avos seig. Sur quoy nous aurons a plaisir 
que vas seig. adjoustiez, foy et creance en ve que les Sieurs de Heemstede, et Joachi­
mi de vive vOlx vous representeront de nostre part. Finissants nous pfions Dieu, mes-
5leurs, de vous conserver en sa sainte et digne guarde. 

A la Hoyt', Ie 29 de Jan. 164S. 

A ]J.fessicw"s, 
lltfessieurs l'honorable 111a; 'on 

des Communcs du Parlemcllt 
d' Aug let ,.re. 

De vostre seig. 

bumbles et tres affectionn6i 

pour vous faire service, 

Les Estats Generaux des Provinces 
Unies du Pais Bas. 

Par Ordonnan. d 'iceux, 
Ceoen. Mulz. 1649. 

JJt[ollsieu1', 
Envoyants par de Ia. Ie 'ieur Pauw, eh vallier ieur de Heemstede, Hogersmiltle, 

Rietw ck, Nie\\ I kerck, Premier Conseillier, et ~hjstre des Compl s de Doruaines 
de la Hollande et '\ estfn , Depute Extraoruinaire de la part de cette Pro\ ince en 
Mstre Aemblee; et Ie ieur J nehimi, bevallier Sieur d'Oe tend en Oedekeuskerek, 
nos amba adellr. extr.ordinajr set ordinaires, nou leur avion donne charre de vou 
all 1'tJ'QUV r lIc 110 It part, et commuOIquer Ie sujet de cette amba ade, qui n'a but 
que d'ovancer I .. stablt &tm t du repos et trallquillne uu royaum (rAngleterre. 
Priants d toute nostre aftection qu'il pla.i~e a vo He C2\.. d'accoroel' audience aux siems 
nos amba saclt:'urll: et leur a(UOllste~ ,foy et creanee en tout ce qu'ils propo rout de nos­
tre part, COllune a uous mesmes, ce que nODS attendrons indubitabItJllent de vostre 

1 
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et sur ce la nous prions Dieu, monsieur, de vous tenir en a 

J, VanJ gent. 

e ~9 de Jan. 1649, 

A A-Ionsieur, 
Monsieur Olivier Cro1n'tt1cll, Litu­

tenant-General de I'A,"mee du 
Parlemellt 'd'Angleterre. 

Monsieur, 

De ,'ostre ex. 

tres hUQ1bleft et tres affectionnes 

a vous faire service, 

Les Estats Generaux des Provinces 
Unie du Pais Bas_ ' 

.. 

Nous vous envoioDs icy Ie! lettres de creance, qu'il a pleu a Messeigneur les Estats 
Generaux d'escrire a l'honourable Maison des Communes, et vous prions de les vouloir 
rendre Ie plustost, a fin qu'on puisse resoudre encore ce matin, s'il est pos ible, sur 
nostre audience, la queUe nous demandons avec tant plus d 'in tance, pour avoir a prq 
po er des chose, qui concernment Ie bien, la tranquillitc, et la seurte de ce royaume, 

, et de }'Estat des Provinoes Unies, dont les interests, pour plu ieur considerations, doi* 
vent estre tellement unis, que malaisement peuvent its estre separes. Sur {'e nou pri­
ons Dieu, monsieur, de vous tenir en sa sainte garde, et demeurons, 

Vos tre affectioDnes servi teu rs, 

29 Jan. 48 
ce 8 l~ev. 1649, 

~ 1f.follsicur, 
Alon ieur Guillaume Lentho.lt, ESfJuiel" 

Ora/eur de I honorable ~laison des C017l 4 

1nU1les du, Parie'!7c11t tit Angleterre. 

Alon ieur, 

Adrien Pauw. Ath. Joachimi. 

Envoyants par de 1· Ie Sieur Pauw, Chevallier Sieur d'Hermstede, HogersmHd , 
u twy k, Nieuwerkerck, Premier Conseillier, et. Maistre des Comptes des Domaines 

de 1a Hollande et Wcstfrise, Depute Ex.traordinair de la Part de c tte Province en 
nostre Assemblee, et le ieur Joachimi, Chevallier Sieur d'Ostende en Oedekerkens­
kerck, nos amb' ssadeurs extraordinaires et ordinaires, nous leur avions donne charge 
de VOUI aller !TOUVer de notre~rt, et communiquer Ie sujet de cette ambass~e qui 
n'a but. que d ava eer It restabJi'~lIlent du rcpos t tranquillite du royaume dAngle-



terre.. Priants de toute notre affect.ion qu'il plaise a votre Ex. ,1' cottler audience aux 
nos SleUTs Ambassador, et leur adJouster foy et creance en tout ce qu ils proposeront 
de notre 'par~ c<?mme. a nous mesrnes. Ce que nous attendon . indubitablement de 
votre eq.Ulte et ~lenvelI1ance. Et ttr cela nous prions Dieu, mon ieur, d VOllS tenir 
n sa samte et dlgne guarde. . 

J. Vall Gent. 

De votre Ex. 

tres bumbl Serviteur , 

Les Estats General1x de Pro,rince 
Unies du Pais Ba . 

Par Ordonnan. d'iceux, 

A 1a Haye, en Hollnnde, Ie 29 de Jan. 1649. 

A. Monsieur, 
Monsieur Thomas Fairfax, Baron, 

Gene1'al de l'Armee en Partement 
c Angleterre. 

Ccam, Mulz. 1649. 

The D~clat'afion 0/' the Most C~ristian King of F~ance and N-a'Oarre, against the mo t 
horrzd Proceedzngs qf a rebellzous Party of Parllament-men and oldiers i1~ England 
.against their King and Country. 1'rlmslaled out if' French by P. B. ' , 

Thi is one of tho e piece of declamaljon which sovereign often SUB tilule lor an effectual effort 
in favour of a di tre ed friend or ally. It may be comp red with ome similar declarations issued 
hy the late Empres of Russia, ilt the beginning of the revolutionary war with France, and was 
110t followed with more seriou consequ nee. The Cardinal Mazario, then at the head of the 
French administrnlion, bad no seriou intention of assistin rr the king in his extr mity, and was, 
,on th contrary, one ot' the chief purcha~er of his plulldered autl contiscated property. 

LC'(lJi~· .L'IV., OJ the Grace of God, the :A/ost Christian King oj Fl'atlce and Na'Oarre 
to all Christia,. Kings, Princes, States, and People, sendeth Gr·eeting. 

'Whereas we are informed, by OUf d ar aunt, the Queen of England, of the distress­
ed estate of the kiug her husband, forced upon him by a rebellious party of his mean­
e t subject under the command of the Bawu vf Fairtilx, who is likewise couDtepan~ 
~erl by a s~all handful of tti ba e t of the people, cre~t iuto .the l?wer .hou .0 of par­
liament, but not heing a tenth part thereof, the wortluest being eIther Imprisoned or. 
banished by the .t) ranny o.f the army, h e de ~ to .proceed against the penon aad 
~~~ iK 
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life of their t ing ; which i an action so d tcstable, and 80 destructive to the national 
rights of princes nd peopl , who are like to be enslaved thereby, and to know 110 la 
but that of the sword, that we conceive oUl'selves obliged, by the laws of God and 
man, in the duty of Christian, a well as the right. of 1 ing, either to redeem from 
bondage the injured person of our n ighbour king and uncle, or to revenge all outrages 
already done, or hereafter which may happen to be done thereupon, 

Therefore, with the advice of our dear mother the queen regent, and council, we 
do publi h and declare our detestation of all soch proceedings; and vow, in the pre-

nee of God and hi holy angels, a full revenge upon an actors or ab ttOI' of thi odi .. 
ou d ign, to the utter extirpation of them, their wive and children, out of all parts 
of hti tend om, wherein Ollr power or interest can pre\Tail, if they proceed to th1 
damnable fact; we conceiving it fit to root out from human ociety such a spurious 
and \'iperou gene.ration of men, And we do th ref ore prohibit all sllch persons, thei r 
wives and children, to come into any of our dominions, unless th y will be proceeded 
against as traitors to God and na ions. . . 

Aud we do likewise invite all our nejo-hbour king, princes, and states in amity with 
u , or with whom we have any difference, to an honourable peace, that we may alljoill 
in od' cause and our own, to revenge these hypocritical proceedings of enraged vil­
lains, who, we heal', tak the cau e of God for th ir pretence to destroy his ordinance. 

And we desire aU our 11 ighbour kings, princes, and sate, to make the same pro­
clamation we have done, against any of the , or their adherents, from coming lOto 
their territories; that when, by God's justice, and ours and others endeavours, they 
ba I b chased out of their native country, they may wander like vagabonds in 

heat nish places, with the odious brand of regicides upon them. And, further, to 
con i er. whether that, if the like madness took any of their annies, they would not 
implor our helps, a now this afflicted queen and aunt of ours hath occasion to do 
theirs, against persons who are now twice rebels; fir t, again t their lawful sovereign, 
upon pretence of reformation of government, a d now again t the very men and au­
thority whieh raised them for that preteQded occasion: Wherein God's justice i so ap­
parent, that we are confident be will bless tbi work intended by us; and which, we 
hope, will be second d by aU persons of honour and justice, both at home and abroad, 
to help to sup pre s these reb 1a against their raisers i who yet presl1me~ upon the suc­
c of their arms, to rect their own base thoughts and fortune above the limits of 
r ligion or leason, to suppres that authority which God hath et ovel' them. 

(Signed) 
(And below) 

LEWIS. 

BRYAN, 



The presbyterians, who saw the rise of the independents with jealousy and abh rence, and ,,,hose 
tenets were grounded upon monarchy, began now to bestir themselves in behalf' of Charles, whom 
they had been the primary means ofreducing to hi~ pre ent extremity. Their leader e claim-
ed against the trial of the king; nor were their teach rs idle, according to hi tarian ",itb 
whom the sect is no favourite. ' 

(t Th~ presbyterian minister (now too late) declaim a ainst it; and mnny more of otber sects, 
by their sermons, conferenc , prote t lion, and l'emonstrance , publish aod beseech, " That 
against the dreadful tyell of so many oaths, aaaillsl the public and private faith, backed by de-

. clarations and promises, again t the law of the land, again t the mOre acred dictates of divine 
Scriptures and religion, nay, against the good of the comrnonwcHlth, tlley would not distalU 
their olm hands nnd the kingdom with the king's blood."-SANDRR ON, ut upra, p.11'2.1 . 
N ither did they content themselves with prot s~ tions again't the fact efore it was commitled, 
but joined iQ the followmg vind ' caLion of th ir sect from oy concern with it afler the ex ou­
tion. It seem, from the notes written by some zealous cavalier, that the copy ulle" for thi, 
collection bad been reprinted after th restoration. • 

IT cannot be unknown how much we, and other ministers of this city and kingdomi 
that faithfully adhere to the parliament, have injuriously smarted under the scourge of 
evil tongues and pens, .ever sillce the first eruption of the unhappy differences and un­
natural war between the king and parliament, for our obedience to the commands and 
oro of the honourable houses, in their conLests with his majesty> and conflicts iVith 
his armie . 

We are not ignorant of the over-busy illtermcddlings of prelates and their paTty here­
tofore, ill over-ruling civil affairs, to the great endangerinO' of kingdoms, and of this 
'u ,particular, when private intere 18, ambitious designs, revenge, or other sinister ends, 
engaged them beyond there sphere. Howbeit, it canuot r\!asonabiy (a~ we conceive) 
be d nied, that minister, as subjects, being bound to obey the laws, anel to preserve 
the liberties of the kingdom; aoll having an intere t in them, and the happiness of 
them, as well as others, may aud ought (without incurrino' the just censure due to 
bu y-bodies a·nd incendiarie ) to appear for preser,ving. the laws and lib~rties of thilt 
commOllW alth whereof they are members; espeCially 1D our case, when It was dec1a:' 
red by the parliament, that all 'was at stake, and in danger to be lost. No, nor, as mi­
llisters ought they to hold their peace in a time wherein the sins of rulers and magis­
trates 'as well as others, have so far provoked God, a to kindle the fire of his wrath a­
gain ' his people. And yet. for thi~ a!one, the faithful servants of God hav~, in al~ a~es, 
thrOl~gh the tnalice of atan ~nd ins n~truments, bee~ tra~uccd., as arch.mcen~lafl~s, 
when only thtir accusers are mdeed gUllty of both laymg tne tram and of puttmg fire 
to it, to blow up a kingdom. , ,. 

An Ahab and his sycuphant thmk none so fit to bear the odIUm ofbemg thegrant\ 
tl'Oubler of Israel as E1tiah. Thus the popish device was, to charge the guo-powder 
treason ha4 it tak drct, upon the puritans. And, if you Ltlieve TertuUus, even a 
Paul is'. ~stil ut fellow, a mover of seditIon throughoul lhe 'orId, a ringleader .of a 
sect and wbat not, but what he i3? Yea, Christ bim elf, though a friend to monarcliy~ 
eve~ of bea.them b R j proclaimed ~ eoemy \0 <:es~r, to open a w ~ to his 
struction. by their malice" who never cared for the in~erest of . re at". 

Wherefore, althuugh with us, who have had expenence of like usage, 
, 1 
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thing to b thus jud ed of m n, when we regard only our own particular person ; for 
if th y call the ma tet: of the'1 ou e Beelz bub, how much mor ho e of hi houshold? 
Yet when we consid r h w much it concerns the honour of our Ma ter, nd the good 
of all, to pre en'c' our mini terial function im!na ulate, (our gpod name being, in that 
relation, a needful to oth r ,a a good con Clence to ourseh'es.) we dar no but stand 
by and ert th illteO'rity of our hearts, and the innocency of all ollr actings, in re­
ference to the ino- and kin dom, for which we are so much calumniated and traduced. 

Thi we are compelled to at thi tlll1e, be au e th re are many who very con­
tid rttly, et mos nju. Iy, charge u to hav b en fi rmerly instrum ntal toward tllc 
takina' away th life of the king; and b cause, also, there arc otil r who, in their 
scurri oli pa quil and libel, as w 11 a with tbeir virul nt ton ru , pre ent u to the 
wodd a a bloody, seditiol1 ct, and trait rau ob tructors of what all the godly p ople 
of the kingdom d earoestly desire, for establi hing of religion and peace, in that we 
stick at tb ~ecutjon of the kin, while yet ware, a they falsely affirm, cont nt to 
llave him con ~ ted and conrlenm d: all which we must and do from our hearts dis· 
claim uefor th whol world. 

• r" h n w did fir, t enO'agc with the parliament. which we did not till called 
the eunto, we did it with loyal hearts and aft" etion toward the kin~ and his po terity; 
110t intendin r th lea hurt to hi prr o. ut to top hi palty 110m d iog further 
hurt to the kingdom; 110t to brin his majesty to ju tice. a ome n w peak, out to put 
him into a better capacity 0 do ju tice,-to remove the wicked from before him, that 
his ~hrqne might be established in righteousne s; not to dethrone and destroy him ; 
which, we much fear, i th ready way to the de truction of all his kingdom . 

That which put on any of u at first to appear for the parliament was, the proposi­
tion and orders of the lord and commons in parliament, (June 10, 164~,) for bringing 
in of money and plate, c.; wherein they assured us, that whatsoever hould be brou ht 
.in b reupon, hould not be at all mployed upon any at! er occa ion than to main ain 
the p,rotestal1t religion, the king' aud ority, hi pel' on in his royal dignity, the fr e 
cour e of ju tice, the law of the land, th peace of the kin dom, and the privilege~ 
of parliament, again t any force which shall oppose them. , 

And in this we w re da 'Jy confirmed and encouraged more and more, by their miit1Y 
ubs quent declarations and prot tation ; which we held our elves bound to believe, 

knowing ma.uy of them to be godly 31.ld onscientioll men, of public pirits, zealou­
ly prol11otin~ the common good, and labouring to fr e tbis kingdom from t rannvand 

lavery, which some evil in trum nts about the king ende vOl\l'ed to bring upon the 
llllt ion. 

'\.8 for the prevent acting at "fe It in tel', since the time that so many of the mem­
b r were by (orce secluded, di\'ers impl'i oned, and other ther upon withdr w from , 
the hall e of common , (and there not being t11at conjunction of the two houses as here­
More,) e are wholly Iliati8fied th rein; because we co ceive them to be 0 far from 

ing warra t rl Uy sufficient autbori y. 8 that, in our apprehen ions, th y tend to an 
eLual alteration, if not subver 'on, of that which the honourable house of commons, 

m their ded r ti n of April 17, ]646, ha. e taught us to call the fundamental con titu­
, ~iQn and government of this kingdom; which they tiler . ' assure us (if we understand 

1h m) they woulcl never alter, 
a, w hold our yes bQund "0 duty to God, religion, the king, parliament, and 

'g Ill, to profc before God, angels, and men, th we verily believe that which 
it 0 IJ) ch fear'd to be now in agitation, tfJe taltinu a~ap tJ)t life of tfw It •• , in tlle 
prese a1 of trial, is not only not, agreeable to any word of God, the principles of 
tbe }igion, (never yet stained with the lea t drop of the blood of a king,) 
or t tal constitution aud goVerDDlent of thi kingdom, but contrary to 



them, as also to the oath of allegiance, the protestation of ~lay 5, 1641, and the so· 
lemn league and ltotttlUlne i from all or any of which engagements, we know not any 
power on earth able to ab olve u or others. 

In which last we have sworn, tuiq; »Rn~ Uftttr up to tJje o~t tigfJ </Doll, tpat 
we hall, with sincerity, reality, and constancy, in ollr everal vocations, endeavour1 

with our estates and lives, mutually to pr serve and defend tbe rights nd privileges of 
the parliaments, and the liberties of tb kingdo(ll; and to preserve and defend the 
king's majesty's person and authority, in the d fence of the true religion and Jibertie 
of the kingdoms; that the world may bear witnes , with our con cience , of our loyalty, 
and that we have no thoughts or intentions diminish bis majesty's just power and 
greatness. 

Ano we are yet further tied, by another alticle of the sam Ito enrol, not to uffel' 
our elves, directly or indirectly, by whatsoever combination, pel's lasion, or terror, to 
he divided 01' withdrawn from this bl~ssed union and conjunction; whether to make de~ 
feetion to the contrary party. or to give ourselves to a detestable indifferency or neutra­
lity in this cau e, which so much oncerns the glory of God, the good ot' the king­
doms, and honour of the king; but SMall, aU the days of our lives, zealously and con­
stautly continue therein, against all opposition, and promote the same accord ina to our 
power, against all ets and impediments what oever. And this we have not only taken 
ourselves, but most of us have, by command of the parliament, administered it to others, 
whom we hav,e thereby drawn in ,to be as deep as ourselves in this public engage­
ment. 

Therefore, according to that our ~ottenant) we do, in the name of the great God, 
(to whom a11 DlUst givt: a strict account,) wam and e hort aU who either more immedi· 
ately belong to our respective charaes, or any way depend on our ministry, or to whom 
we have admini tered the said ~otJenant, (that we may not by our silence suffer them 
to run upon that highly-provoking in of perjury,) to keep close to the ways of God 
and the rules of religion, the laws, nnel their vows, in their constant maintaining the 
true reformed religion, the fundamental constitution and government of this king­
dom, nelt suffering themselves to be seduced from it, by beina drawn in to subscribe 
the late models or agreement of the people; which directly t nd~ to the utter subver-

. sion of the whnle frame of the fundamental government of the land, and makes way 
for an univ rsal toleration of all beresie and blasphemie ; (directly contrary to our 
~ottnlant, if they can but get their abettor to cover them, under a fal e gui e of the 
eh .. i tian reljO'ion ;) a al f) in preserving the privileges of both houses 0 parliament, 
and the union between the two nations of England and cotland: to mourn bitterly for 
their own sins, the in of the city, army, parliament, and kingdom, and the woeful mis,. 
carriage of the kitlg him elf, (which we cannot but ucknowledge to be many and very 
great,) in his government, that have co t the tIne kingdom so dear, and cast him 
down from his excellency into an horrid pit of mi ery, almo t beyond example: and 
to pray that God would both give him effectual repentance, and sanctify that bitter cup 
of divine displeasure that the Divine Providence hath put into his hand; and also, that 
God would r train the violence of men, tDat tf)ep map not lIRte to llrR\u upon t m­
'dfJrtJ anti tj)e kingllottt tJJe br. of ti)etr 'obmtnn. 

And now we have good reason to expect that they wh.o brought us under such a 
bond, and thereby led u into the necessity of th:s present idnbitarion- and manifesta­
tion of our judgments and uiscbarge of our conscience, should dettmd us in it. How-

I Dr<;la,td by both hOUsel, for tbe subttance of it, to be dttl.rU 've to the being of p rliaments, and to the . 
un~amt'nta1. aove{nment of the ingdom, in Decomber 16.7 ; yea. cuntlemncd h~retQ~ re by tb geAeral aile! 

his council of war, and one of the ,oJdlera sQot to deatb for promotin& it. . 
- U ry, Whether'ti any t timooy oithe lint*rity ofth~ indication, the not ob er~lI~ the 30th of Janu.­

ary, as the law. have nppoillted lOr, Whether the preeeot dwentet~ ba,e oot outrun their toreCatbefl? 



f..ey. ~tl . 
Eaet. l'1. 
t Sam. It. 

ever, we r I ' rather to be of th ir number that tremble at his terrors who is a con~ 
slImin iir, nnd will ot fail to avenge the quarrel of his covellant upon all that COI\­

t mn it, than to be found among t t.hof;e who despis the oath, by breaking his cove­
nant. (t1l'tn lif'ttltg up Dnllb») a.lthough it had been made but in civil things only, 
and that ith the worst of men . 

. Burges D. D., preacher of the word in 
Raul's, London 

Will. Gouge, D. D., pa tor of Blackfriers. 
&1m. tanton, D. D., pastor of King-

John Fuller, minister of Botolph, Bishops­
gate. 

William Taylor, pastor of Stephen's, Cole. 
man· treet. 

Peter Witham, pastor of Alballe's, 'Wood­
street. 

Fran. Pe k, pastor of Nicll. acorn. 
Christopher Love, pastor of Anne, Alders­

gate. 
John Wallis, minister of Martin, Iron. 

monger-Lane. 
Tho. Watson, pa tor of Stephen's, al~ 

brook. 
\Villiam Wlckins, astor of Andrew, Hub· 

bard. 
Thomas Manton, minister of Stoke, New­

ington. 
Thomas Gouge, pastor of Sepulchre's. 
Villiam Blackmore, pastor of Peter's, 

Cornhill. 
Robert Mercer, minister of Brides. 
Ra. Robinsol1, pastor of Mary, Woolnoth. 
John Glascock, minister at Undershaft. 
Thomas Whately, minister at Mary. 

Wool-Church. 
Jonathan Lloyde, pastor of James Gar· 

lick Hithe. 
John Wens, past r of Olaves, Jury. 
Benjamin Needler, pastor of Margaret­

Moses. 
Nath. Stanifortb, filini ter of Mary, Do­

thaw. 
Stephen 'Va kins, minister of Mary, Ove­

.·ies. 
Jacob Tice, pastor of Botolph, Billings-

gate. 
John Stileman, ministet' at Rotherhithe. 
J-osias Bull, put-or of North Cray. 
Jonathan Deverux. tate minister 

drews. Holborn. 
Paul RuUe1, preacher at Ha • 
Joshua Kirby, minister of the OM. 
Arthur Barham, pastor at HefJena 



Iter Oar(J/inum; being a succinct Relation if'tlie necessitated Marclles~ Be reats, and 
Suj[erin.g$ of Ilis Majesty, Charles tlte FiNt, fi'oru J((l1u4ry 10, 1641 I, titt 'he time qf 
hi Death, 1648. Collected by a daily Attendant upon his sacred Maje y iJuring all 
the said ti'IM. 

Printed in the year 1660. 

To the Loyal Readet', 

I DO here present you whh a compendious collection of thy late overeign's afflic­
tions, which are many and un arallel d; in 0 much, that 1 may truly say, (though the e­
in contradictory to the wise man, ho saith, There is DQtll'ng new uncter the un,) 
that there was no such deed done or en, from the beginning of the world llnti! ~bis 
day. ". 

Look not hereon, I conjure thee, unless with tears; nay, indeed, how canst thou? 
to see the king driven from place to place, affronted, neglected, despised, hungring 
and thirsting, reviled. persecuted, and defamed i 0 that he may justly take up that of 
the apostle, I Cor. iv, 9, 10, &c. And indeed hincfona ille lacrymarum; from this foun­
tain came all our future orrows. This, this, 1 say, was the cause of our succeeding 
miseries, our inestimable loss, and almo l inexpiable ruin; but pl'opitiatur Deu , so 
infinite is God in his mercy, that he not only can, but will pareton, though hi j stice 
severely denpunceth this sentence: The oul that sins shall die, 

But our present time speaks better things: We have the Pool of Bethesda, whereat 
, many have lain groaning, even despairing for help; and now God hath sel)t his angel. 

and moved the water; and the wb Ie nation, by stepping in, are healed of the disea e 
I they too long laboured under. 0 terque qutlterque beatu$! Thrice happy he whose 

loyal actings by Heaven have crowned been with such a blessed success, that after­
times shall call him, and confes he was 11is country's honour, and l1is prince's shield. 
Pardon, I pray, good read r, tni zealous digression; and in the short ensuing tractate 
please to take notice, that it begins at the 10th of January, ] 641, when his majesty was 
forced by tumults from Whitehall,"and i continued till his death, after the m nnerof a 

iary; pointin out his travel from place to place, with their dlstanc s from each other ; 
his abode therein, and entertainment succinctly withal; yet my tically relating tIle. 
most remarkable passages and battles occuring in that time. I need ay no more, but 
let it speak for itself: I suppose there are many who will remember much thereof. I 
know th author, my father, and self~ were testes Deu/ati, speaking only what.we had 
sorrowfully seen and known. Oh! that po terity may never know the like! but for 
ever rest sati tied in their undoubted sovereign, that his generation may never fail to 
way the scepter in these kingdoms, hile the sun and moon endureth: Which i th 

cordial prayer of his maje ty's most faithful subject, 
THOMAS liLEY. 



~ 'Li t qf hil Majesty's AfarCMI mu1 RemQ'Of , since hi coming from London, on Molt~ 
day tJu IOtlt qf Ja.nuary, anno Dom. 1641. 

January, 1641. 
\ 

10. From Whitehall to Hampton-Court, ' 
U . To Windsor - __ -

9. To Hampton-Court, 
10. To Greenwich, 
11. To Rochester, 
Ii. To Canterbury, 
16. . 0 Dov r -. -

5. ·The quee~ w nt aboard to Holland, in the Lyon. 
i5. To Canterbury, 

. £6. To Greenwich, 
i8. To Tbeobald'~ 

s. To Roy OD, 
7. To ewmar et, 

14. To Huntington, 
J5. To tanforo, 
16. To Grantham 
]7. To Newark, 
1 . To Doncaste , 
19 To York, 

1 
1 
1 
4 
9 

Ii 
14 
iO 
ii 
1i 

12 
42 
16 

£1 
20 
i4. 
21 
16 
10 
i8 
28 



13. To Derby, 
16. To Utoxeter, 
]7. To Stafford, 
19. To Wellington, 
20. To Shrewsbury, 
~S. To West-chester, 
27; To Shrewsbury, 

Edgehill Battle. 

is. Octob'. The great battle at Edgehill was stricken; the Earl of 
Lindsey, general for his majesty, who was killed in the field; and 
his majesty, notwithstanding the treachery of his chief gunner, the 
loss and retaking his standard, with the death of Sir Edmund Ver­
ney, the over-eager pursuit of the parliament.'s wing of horse by 
Prince Rupert, (who e soldiers, too, soon fell to plunder,) remained 
sole master of the field, and the next day had the advantage of the 
rout. 

26. T-o Aynow on the IIilI, 
is. To Woodstock, 
99. To Oxford, 

s. To !Jenson, 
4. To Reading, 
S. To Maidenhead, 

10. To Colebrook, 
12. To Hounsiuw, 



T,'acts during tlte Rtig,. of King Charles 1. 

lieved boer :egiments lyjn~ near! it beca~e , ~ot figh,t in the fields, lanes, and 
streets; his maJesty's force ~Ill vah~otly mamtalnlog their ground they had at first 
got, until, by intelligence, understandm th ,'a t sUPlii ,b t.h of horse and foot, that 
were comiJlg out of London, fincling it impos jbl to be absolute victor , it Was thought 
.fit to retreat with honour and safety; which th y did, marching away through jng­
ston. 

13. To Hampton,Col1l't, 
14. To Oatland , 

Nights. Miles. 
1 
1 4 
4 8 18. To Bagshot, - - - -

19. To Reading, which, immediately upon the king's recess, was sur-
rendered to the Earl of ' sex, - - - 9 10 

29. To Wallingford, dinner; Oxford, supper, and there during ple~sure. 

Novembel', 1644 . 

.A List of Ids lI:lajesty's Marches from Oxford to Bristol, Gloucester Siege, c.%'c., begin­
ning the .First rf .4ugusJ, 1 48. 

Nights. M ilea • 
. From Oxford to Farrindon, diuner; to Malmsbury, supper and bed, 1 ' Ii, 16 

Bristol taken by the King. 

2. To Bristol, 6 22 
8. To Tedbury, dinner; to Cirencester, supper and bed, Sir \Villiam 

Masters, 8 
9. To Pansweck~ 

Mr Selwin's, near Gloucester, 

eptember. 

5, To Pansweck, 
6. To Bantley Hill, dinner; to Co\'erley, supper and bed, 
7. Dinner in the field; to udely Castle. supper and bed, 

11. Dinner in the field; to Evisholme, supper and bed, 
12. To ParshaIJ, -

i .. 
I 6 

- 1 12 
Sir George Wilmot's, supper 
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Milel. 
]9. Dinner in the field; Newbury to supper and bed, Mr Co's; and 

on Wednesday the 20th, the great battle was struck there, 4 
SSt To Oxford, during pleasure, - - -

10 
20 

April, 1644. 

9 From Oxford to Childrey, the Lad;' Fettiplac 's, 
10. T Mal'liuborow; the Lord Seymer , -
1 J. To Wantage, dinner; to Oxford, supper and bed, during pleasure, 

May, 1644. 

16. To Coley, near Reading, -
18 Dinner to Compton;, Oxford, supper and bed, during pleasure, 

22 
13 

.tl List f!f Ilis MVlst!J' March with I,ia Armies towards tllt WesJ, ~f" lJeginning on 
Sunday tlte 2d Q[ June, anno Dom. 1644. 

June, 1644. 

Sunday the id day, in the afternoon, we went from Oxford to Wood­
stock, and returned back that hight ; and on oud y morning, the 
Sci, about six o-'c1ock, his m~jesty came back again to Oxford, -

Monday the Sd, and Tuesday the 4th, about nine o'clock at night, his 
maje ty marched again toward Woodstook, but left it on the right 
hand; to Burford to supper; th 4 th day, and that night, lodged at 
Burton on the Water, at Dr Temple's, . - -

Wednesday the 5th, to Evi ham, ir Iderman Martin's, -
Thur day the 6th, to Woreester, the Hi hop' Palace, 
Tuesday the 11 th, to Dewdley, Sir Thomas Little on's - . 

aturday the 15th, to Worce ter again, the Bishop' Pal ee, 
Sunday the 16th, to Bradway, Mrs avage's, 
Monday the J 7th, Burford, the George, 
Tue day the 18th, to Whitney, the White. Hart, 
Friday the 219t, to BlfOChington, Sir Thomas Coghil's, 

aturday the 21td, to Buckingham, ir Thomas Richardson's, 
Wednesday the 26th, to Brackley, the Col1e<Te there,· -
Thursday the 27th, to Culworth~ Sir amuel Danver 's, . 
Friday the 28th, to Grymsbury, a yeonlan' bou e, -
aturday the t9tb, to Williamscot, a v ry poor man's hOll e, 

July, 1644. 

Mo'n,lay the lst, to DedingtoD, the Parsonage, 
Tuesday the 2d, to 1florton Hiumarch, the White Hlll't, 
W t:tln sday the Sd, to Eviaham, Alderman Martin's, 
Friday the lith, to Coverley, the Earl of Down's, by Bradway and 

Sudely, -
Saturday the 13th, to apperton, ir Henry Pool's, near Cirencester, 
Sunday the 1 tb, Bodmyngton, the Lord Herbert's of Ragland, -

jghts. Miles 

1 6 

1 
15 
I i 
12 
12 
17 
Ii 
6 
1 

12 
2 
8 
l ' 
4 
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Monday the 15th, to Bath, Sir Thomas Bridges, th governor', 
, dn sday the 17th, to MelIs, Sir John Horner' • the king' by at­

tainder, 
l'ida the 19th, to Bruton, Sir CharI 5 Bartley's, 

'aturday th 20th, to Ilchester, Mr Dawe '5 house, 
'W dn da the !t4th, tohardc, Mr Barcroft' , a merchant f London, 
Thursday the 25th, to Hunington, Dr Marwood's, a physician, -
Friday the 26 h, to Exeter, Bedford -House, ir John Bartley's, the go-

vernor, 
atul'day the 27th, to Crediton, dinner; to Bradinch, Mr euter's, 
uppe~ . 

unday the ~8 h, to Crediton, Mr Tucker's hou e, 
~onday the 29th to Bow, Mr Philips's, a mean quarter, 

Tue da the 30th, to Oakhampton, at fr Rotenbul'Y' , 
,\V uncsday the last, to Lifton, the Parsonage-hou e, 

August, 16 4. 

ights. Miles. 
2 11 

~ 8 
i 10 
4. )2 
1 12 
1 12 

1 15 

16 
8 

10 
8 
8 

Thursday tbe 1 st, to Trecarrol, l\{r Manington's house In Cornwall, 1 9 
Friday tbe ~d, to Li kard, Mr Jeane, a commissioner's house, - 6 8 
Thursday the 8tb, to Boconnock, tbe Lord Mohun's, but called from 

thenc to make ready at Mr Glin's of Glinford ; affrighted from thence 
by the militia, his majesty lay in the field all night in his coact on 
Boconnock Down~ a heathy place, - - - 1 5 

Friday the 9th, to Boconnock again, where his maje ty quart red, 21 5 
Saturday tlle last day, to Lestithiall, thence toward Foy; his majesty 

lay in tbe field, his meat and drink dressed at Mr Hixt's j the militia 
cit armed; E. fled the field; the articles confirmed, 2 5 

_ nd her his majesty's clemency was most eminent; when, ba.ving all 
the infantry at his mercy, he n,Ot only pardon d the soldi r in gene-
ral, bllt admitted the chief officers to kis his hand; only refu ed 
that favour to Major-General SkippOll, as being too great an enemy 
to his majesty's 11onour and safety, .. 2 a 

. September, 1644. 

Ionday the 2d, to Boconnock, the Lord Mohun's, again, 9 5 
, :r cdnesday the 4th, to Li kard, Mr Jane's, 1 7 
Thursday the sth, to Tavistock, the Lady Glanvil's, 5 J5 
:fu> day the 10th, to Widey, near Plymouth, Yeoman Heale's house, I 4. 10 
Saturday the 14th, to Tavistock, the Lady Glanvil' , 8 10 

100day the J6th, to Oakhampton, Mr Rottenbury's, 1 Ii 
Tue day the 17th, to E eter, Bedford House, the governor"s, at Cre-

diton, . 10 
{Ollday the 2Sd, to Chard, Mr Barcroft's; at Honiton, dinner, 17 
fonday the last day, to South Parrat, Mr Gibs; dinner in the field, 8 

October, 164·1. 

Mr 
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' Vednesday the ~d, to Sherborn Lodge, the Lord Digby's; dinner in 
the field, - - - -

Tuesday the 8th, to talbridge, the Earl of Cork' ; dined there, 
Wednesday the 9th, to Stirmister ewton, Mr Reeves; dinner in the 

field, 
Thursday the 10tb, to Brianstone, near Blandford, Mrs Rogers, 
Monday the 14th, to Cranborn Lodge, the Earl of Salisbury's; dinner 

in the field, 
Tuesday the 15th, to Sali bury, Dr Sadler', chancellor; dinner in a 

little lodge, 
Friday the 18th) to Andover, the White Hart : dinner in the field, 
Saturday the 19th, to Whitechurch, Mr Brooke's) dinner in the field, 
Monday the 21st, to King's Cleer, Mr tower's ; dinn rat Whitechurch, 

His Majesty's 'Marcn{rom the West, it~ October, 

October, 1644. 

ights. 

6 
1 

J 

$ 
1 
2 
1 

Tuesday the 22d, to Newbery, Mr Dunce; dinner at King's Cleer, 5 

l! 
5 

S 
7 

10 

10 
15 
1 
5 

Sunday the 7th, a great and econd battle betwixt his majesty's army 
and the parliament' , by the same bands hi maje ty had disarmed and 
shewn mercy to at Lestithiall; wherein his majesty had much the bet­
ter of the day, and yet wa advised to de ert the field ; whereby, &c., 
hi majesty marched to meet Prince Rupert at Bath. Prince Maurice, 
General Goring, and most of his majesty's household, about nine 
o'clock that unday night, marched from Denyn ton Ca tle to Wal· 
lingford, and the next day, Monday the 98th, came an to Oxford, 
waiting for his majesty, - - 1 25 

His Majesty's Marchfrom. Bath to Ox}'ora. 

Sunday the 27th, from Denyngton Castle, marching aU night, and on 
Monday the 2 th, came to Bath, and there,· 50 

Wednesday the 30th, to CbUTcbston, a widow' house, 
Thursday the la t, to Cirencester, Sir WiUiam Masters's, bart., 

November, 1644, 

Friday the 1st, to Oxford, supper; and there during pleasure. 

:it List of his Majut!/s Marches/rom O!fforll towards Det~yngton Castle, both to relie'Ot 
it, and to draw off the Ordnance l~ft there tlie i7th of Octob r btfor~, 

Wednesday the 6th, to Bullington Green, the rendezvou , dinner; 
Oxford, supper, where Prince Rupert Ia. declared general, with 
great acclamatioD, • -

ighta. Milet. 
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Thur day the 7th, to Wallingford; Colonel Blague , the governor, 
Friday the th, to West IIlesley, the Bi hop of G loc ster's, in com­

melldam, 
aturday the 9th, to Denyngton -a'Stie, wh re was a. great kirmish 

ith the pariiamE'nteers, in ewbury Field ; whence we retreated, 
and lay on the Castle all night, 

November, 1644. 

ights. Mil !l. 
U 1 

8 1 

8 1 

unday tb 10th, to Lamborn, Mr GaTret's, 8 !t 
Tu day th J 2tb, to Marlin rough, the Lord Seymer's, 8 5 

unday the 17th, to Hungerford. the ar, - 8 2 
Tue day the 1 th, to Shelford, Mr Brown' , tbe king' birth-day, • 6 2 
Thur day the 21st, to harlton. near Wantage, Sir George Wilmot's, 6 1 
Friday the 22d, to Farrin ton, ir Robert Pye's, . - 7 ~ 

aturday the 23d, to Oxford, dinner; and there duriog pleasure all 
winter, 14 

Anno 1. Regi aroli, May. 

e eral Marchts, b~ inning upon IYedlZCJ'da!J tile 7th 0/ !&-fay, 
anno Dom. 1 4S. 

ednesday th 7th, from Oxford to Woodst~k, 
Thur day the th, to 'tow in the Wole, Mr Jone 's, 
Friday the 9th, 0 E i ham, AIJ fman Martiu' , 
Saturday the 10th, to Inkeborow, the Vicarage, 
Sunday the 11 th, to Droitwich, 1r Barret's, .. 
Wednesday the 14th, to oftonhall, Mrs Skion r' ; Hawkesly House 

taken by Prince ... 1aurice 1n our march, a garri on, 
Thursday the 15th, to Hemly, near Wolverl1ampton, Mr War's, 
Friday the 16th, to Bishberry, near Sturblidg , Ml Grosvenor's, 

aturday the J 7th, to het\\' in, nellr ewport, Mr Pigot' , 
Tue day th ~Oth, to Beaton, near Dra too, Mr Church' , 
Thur day the .... 2d, to Park-ball, ne r Stone, Mr Crompton's, 
Sat rday the 24th, to Eaton in the CJay, ir Thomas Millwal' ' , 
Sunday the ~ tb, to Tutbury, dinner, Lord Loughhorow's, -

. Tu day th 27th, to A hby de la Zouch, Earl of Huntingdon's, 
ednesday the g th, to oat' , near wughborowt ir H. kipwith's, 

Thur day the 29th, remarched to El tone, near Leicester, which we faced 
with oldier I the R. defaced with fire, - - -

1 Saturday th last, to Lelce t 1', which was taken by his majesty at two; 
many soldier rewarded with the plunder; the JaiD equal on both 
sides; the Couutess of Devonshtre's we demolished with fire, 

June, 1645. 

Nights. Miles. 
1 6 
1 )5 
1 
1 
3 

1 
1 
1 
S 
i 
2 
1 
2 
I 
1 

12 
6 
9 

10 
l! 
6 

1 
8 

IQ 
10 
6 
9 
9 

10 
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Nights, Mile, 
Saturday the 7th, to Daventree, the Wheatsheaf, from whence Oxford 

was relieved from a siege, and victualled, - 6 14 
Friday the] 3th, rel'nal'ched again to Lubenham, Mr Collin' , - 1 14' 
Saturday the 14th, au alarm affrighted the king and army from Luben­

ham at two o'clock in the morning, to Harhorow, the general' 
quarter; thence, about seven, towards Na eby, where the parliament' 
army quartered; rashly fought with them; were utterly defeated, 
through the cowardice of the horse, which fled to the walls of 
Leicester, 16 miles; never faced nor rallied till there, whereby many 
of the horse, all the foot, were either slain or taken prisonel's, with 
some of his maje ty's ervants; all the ordnance, ammunition, the 
king's stuff, household carriages, and all ·the baggaae of the army, 
were totally lost; the parliament having th deare t victory given 
tb m from the beginmng; the kin himself in person being ne-
cessitated, with hi own troop onIYf to charge through their body for 
his escape. }'r..fj>ID Leicester we m rched to Ashby de la Zouch in the 
night, and came thither about break of! day, and baIted there, 1 is 

Sunday the 15th, to Litchfield, the governor' in the close, _ . ' 1 19 
Monday the 16th, to Wolverhampton, Mrs Barnford's, a widow, 1 12 
Tuesday the 17th, to Bewdley, the Angel, 1 1 S 
Thursday the 19th, to Bramyard, dinner; to Harriford, supper, Ii ~4 

July, 1645. 

Tuesday the 1st, to Campson, dinner, Mr Pritchard's; to Abergaveny, 
supper, Mr Guncer's, - - . - - -

Thursday the 3d, to Ragland, supper, Marquis of Worcester's, 
Wedne day the 16th, to 1 redegar, dinner; ardiffe, supper, Sir T. Tirrel's, 

defrayed at ihe country's charge, - - - -
Thursday the 17th, to Tredegar, ir William Moraan's, to bed, -
Friday the 18th, to Ragland, dinner, &c.; on Tue day the 22d, to Mr 

Moore's, of the Creek, n ar Black-rock, and came back to Ragland, 
supptr, but came in so late a made us doubtful of his maje ty'5 
return. The cots approach, and our own causele s apprehen ion of 
fear, made us· both demur and doubt; on the fir t what to r olve, and 
in the latter, how to steer our resolution, which involved us in a most 
disastrous condition, &c., 

Thursday the 24th, from Ragland, to Mr Moore'.B, of the Creek, to 
pass over at the Blac -rock for Bristol; but his majesty itting in 
council, and advising to the contrar , marched only with bis own 
servants and troop, that night, to ewport on Uske; lay at Mrs 
Pritty's, 

His Majesty's Marcil, in July, 1645. 

Friday the i5th, to Ruppera, ir Philip Morgan's, - -
Tuesday the 29th, to Carditf, dinner, .the governor's, at our own charge, 

S 
12 

] 

1 

6 

1 

15 
7 

20 
8 

].2 



Tracts during tlte Rei0'11 if Kin(f Chm'[, I. 

August, 1645. 

Tuesday the 5Lh, to Glancayah, Mr Pritchard's, dinner; at Brecknock, 
the go\'ernor, up])cr, - - - - -

W dn day the 6th, to Gurnevit, Sir Henry Williams's, dinner; to Old 
Radnor, supper, a yeoman's house' the court di p rsed, -

Thursday the 7th, to Ludlow Ca tie, uo dinner, Col. Woodhou e, 
Friday the great fa t. th th, to Bridgnorth, ir Lewis Kirke's, the 

overnor' , 
Sunday the 10th, dinner near Wolverhampton, in campis; at Litchfield, 

supper, tbe governor's in the cIo , - - - -
Tuesday the 12th, 0 Tutbury Castle~ Pro in camp, and lying at the 

Lord Loughbr u h' - - - -
edllesday the 13th, Ashborn in the Peak, Mrs Cakaine's, 

Thur day the 14th, to Chattford, near Bakewell, Earl of Devonshire' , 
Friday th 16th, to 'V Ibeck, l\fnrqui s of cwcastle's, 
MOl:tday the ] 7th, to Edlin ton, Mr lloswel's, 
Monday the 18th day, to onca ter, the Thrf' ranes, 
'Vedn sday the 20th to Redford, Mr Lan , a lawyer, 
Thursday the q 1 t, to ewu) k, the Lord Danecoul't.'s, 
l~l'iday the 2~d, to Bel oil', the Earl of Rutland' , 

aturday the.£Sd, to tanford, the Geor , .. 
unday the ~4th, to IIlIntinO'don, the George, 

Monday tl 26th, to Woborn, the Earl of Bedford's, - -
ednesday the 27th, to A cot, near Wjn~e, the Earl of Carnarvon's, 

~rhursday the ~ tb, to xford, at Christ-Church, and there, 

Nights. Mil s* 

1 29 

1 18 
1 14 

J 14 

2 22 

1 12 
1 14 
1 14 
2 ]~ 

1 11 
'2 3 
1 14 
1 14 
1 12 
1 ]! 
I 16 
2 21 
1 20 
2 20 

A ccond List of his Mqjesty's }'f~rcl1es from Oxford, on Satm'day the 30th of 
August, 1645. 

aturday the Soth, to 10rton Hin. the March White Hart. 
lIuday tb last, no dinner ; upper at' orce ter; a cruel day, 

igbts. Miles. 
1 ~4 
:3 24 

September, 164S. 

Vcdne day th d, Bramyard, Mrs B ynham'.,.. 1 
Thur.day th~ 4th, to II reford, dinner, Bishop's Pa)ace~. 1 
:Friday the 5th, to Lempster, dinner at th Unicorn; to Webley supper, 

the Unicorn, - - - - 1 
aturday the 6th, to Hereford, dinner, Bishop's }>alacel 1 

Sunday the 7th, to Ragland Ca tIt, supper, 17; Monday the 8th, to 
Abcrgain, dinnel', Ragland, supper, 14; I:f,hursday the 11th, to 
Ragland, supper, Ahergaveny, ciinner, 14, 

Sunday the 14th, to Monmouth, Oinner, the gOl'erooT's; to Hereford, 
supper; Monday the '5th, we marched half way to Bramyard but 
ibere was. Leo in itinere, and so back to Her ford Dgain, : :3 

Wedaeaday tbe 1 th, the rendezvou was at Athurstone, there dined' 
lQ milA to HaDllacy, upper, Lord SCudamore's, - .' 1 

TIluradaf t 18th, to a ren~ezvoU8 nve miJes .from Hamlacy, itb 
intciltiOD hi. Worce&ter. OID~, aud RotIcest T, m the passage. 

10 
10 

14 
'1 

JO 
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Miles. Nights. 
uron w{) r marched towards Hereford. so to Leominster, then to 
\V ~bley, th nee to Pl'estine, there halted, at 1\1 r Andrew's: this 
march lasted from six in the morning till midnight, &c., 1 28 

Friday the 19th, to ewton, Mr Price's; a long march over the 
mountains, 2 14 

Sunday the 21st, to Llanvillin, supper; dinner, MI' Price's, 1 20 
Mouday the !Il!ld, to Chil'k Castle. Ir John Watt's, the overnor's, 1 14 
Tu sday the 2Sd, to Llaugollen, 4; to W rixham 8; to Cbtster: a great 

fight between Chester and Tarvin, the king victor, but made no u e 
of it, leavinO' Chester unrelieved. This was performed by the arne 
bor e that fi~d at Naseby, on Rowton Heath, against Colonel Poyntz, 
and the army ullder his command, ~ 28 

Thursday the 25th. dinner at Che ter ; marched to Hawarden ea tle, 
baIted there j th nce to ortbop, t Skiviock, to Potvary, to Denbigh, 
William al bury, of Bohambed, governor, - - 3 2q 

Sunclay the 28 th, dinner at Denbio-h; supper, late, at Chirke Castle, 1 18 
Monday the 29th, dinner at Clmke Castle; supper at Halton, in Mont: 

gomeryshire, M r Lloyd's, - - - - 1 26 
Tue day the last, jJTalld. ill camp.; supper at Bridgnortb, the governor's, 2 SQ 

October, 1645. 

Thurs(lay the 2d, dinner at Ridgheath, the rendezvous; supper at 
Litchfield, the close, 1 29 

Friday the Sd, no dinner at TonQ'ue; snpper, Mr Sutton's, - - 1 ] 5 
aturday the 4tb, no dinn r at Newark; supper, Lord Danecourt's, 9 26 

Sunday the 12th, to Tuxford's, the White Hart, 1 1£ 
:Monrlay the ) 3th, dinner in the field at Welbeck; supper, Marquis 

of ewcastle', 1 ] ~ 
Tuesday the 14th, no dinner at ewark; supper, Lord Danecourt's, 1 S 1 i 

November, 1645. 

Monday the sd of November, anna Dom. 16 .. 15, hi majesty, about 
11 o'clock at night, went out of ewark, marched all that night; 
all the ne.'t day, being Tuc day; at 12 o'clock that night, halted at 
Cod bury; Wedne day, auout 10 o'clock in the morning, came to 
Banbury, made an halt, and dined th re, at the Castle; and ftcrward, 
the arne Wedne day, the 5th of ovember, about 5 o'clock in the 
e\'eninO', came to Oxford to upper, and continued th re during 
plea ure, . 4' 90 

Ilis maje ty went from Oxford the !:l/tb of April, 1646, towards ewark, to the 
Scotti h leaguer there; but in regard of the privateness of hi gomg away, 0 ford 
ueiog at tha time b -leaguer d by Sil' Thoma Fairfax's army, and the fewness of his 
atlendauts, oeillg at th m t but t\ '0, we ha,ve no certainty \ ber he staid by the 
way; but shortly attel' he appear cI in the Scots arm , who pretend d to protect him 
from 1 i Engli h rebels: aDd tor the b tter securing hi maje ty's per '011 from dang r, 
as was pretended, they taid not lOllg after at wark, but. by ea y marches, removed 
with hi majesty's p rson froUl fewark to ewca~tle; where the s lemn ar~metJt 
between his said maj ty ",ud h Hendcf on happeneu, concerwng episco~ey' and 
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ChUICh-government, to hi majesty' everlasting honour. But such was the horrid 
perfidy of tho e treacherous cuts, that, in tead f the expected safety of his majesty's 
p rson, J uda like, f~r m~:mey, (tbouO'h a far ~reat r _ sum,) sold and delive~ed their 
sovereign lord and kmg Into the hands of hi English rebels; who, by thIS means, 
had, under God, a power to re ettle the kingdom's peace: but they were blinded to 
their own destruction; and having taken the Lord's anointed in their pits, they now 
used him a they listed, cRnied him whither they pleased, and, indeed, treated him no 
otherwi e than a their pri oner; for, with a trong guard of hor e and foot, in the 
month of February. 1646., the depth of winter, they begin to remove him from New­
castle, in manner following: 

.His Mqjesty's Gests from Newcastle to Holdenby, i1]' February, 16406. 

3 day, from Newc' tI to urham, 
4 From thence to Aukland, 
5 From thence to Richmond, 
6 From thence to Rippon 
8 from thence to Wakefi Id, 
9 From thence to I otht'rham, 

10 From then e to fan field, 
] 1 From thence to Notting-ham, 
] 2 From thence to i ~ter, 
1 S From tht:nce to Holdellby, during pleasure. 

ights. 
1 
I 
1 
i 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Miles. 
12 

12 
16' 

Long had not his sacred maje ty continued th re, but h was. ~y a par of the army, 
under one Joyce, VIOlently taken from thence, and brought to hi 11 nour of Hampton­
Court; where, for a wbilet he eemed to begin to rea sume his pr.istine majt ty, b i 
admitted to see and to be seen: But Cromwell, fearing th fr-equen('yof '0 great I'e ort 
might spoil hi traiterou cJesig"'Tl~, with much erp utine craft and.d ilish illbtilty, 
reI' uaded and in inuated into his majesty's heart doubt and u pi -ions 0 mj -hief 
lDtended against l1im ; the only way for preventing wher of, he affirmed to be, the with­
drawing hi person from thence to a place of more str ngth and urity' and to that 
purpo e nominated the I I of ~ight; to which place his maj sty, led by the i Docency 
of his spotless con cience, \Va decoy d, and at hi arrival found him If overreach rl; 
for he was immediately secured by C Ion I Hammond, who then wa governor in the 
~aicl island, and k pt a long time a pn 011 r tber ~, in tl e castl of Carts brook, until 
a.fterwards, upon the petitions of most cOllnHe of Enrrlaud, apr onal tr aty wa ap· 
poiuted to be held in th aid ile, at ewport; for hicl.l end comUlis ion rs were 
eut thith r with instruction, alld the treaty beguu, and pro ute<l with so good f­

fee, that hi maj ty' conee sion at that time were'Vot d U>' the ,parliament a suf· 
ficient ground to pl' ceed 011 for the ettletn (t of the. peace of the kmgdom. But 11 re 

f again hi maje-ty i viol ntly and trah-rously eized by the army, tll n U! der F'a.ir­
fax' command; by whom, D ecmberthe 1st, I 48, hewa Lrougbtto Hurt Castle, in 
Hampshire, < nd there kept as a I risoner till th 21st of the same mopth, wh n he was 
brought to ~illcbcster; thenct, U • 2Sd, to Windsor, wh rt! fol' a litde thne he tald, 
attended by ~trong gua ds of oldiers, till about the 9th of January tollo ing, when 
they remo\'t~d him tow!lrds London, and brougl1t him to hi~ own 1 <Jus at t James's; 
arid consequently to perfidious London; (Oh unfortunate monarch !) where, not 1011 

after. with h~lli h effront "y, even in d spight of Heaveu, at noon-day, be pre his own 
Muse, hitmall, in tb ope street, "'ith armed .nlultitudes of soldiers, tht:y sacriligi­
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