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ously murdered that blessed, though unfortunate prince, Charles the First: There be
ing actually guilty of that horrid murder, by giving sentence, and signing the warrant 
for his beheading, 

John Bradshaw, president, 
John Lisle, 
William Say, 
Oliver Cromwel), 
Henry Ireton, 
Sir Hardres e Waller, 
Valentine Waltol'l, 
Thomas Harrison~ 
Edward Whaley, 
Thomas Pride, 
Isaac Ewers, 
Lord G ray of G roby, 
Sir John Danvers, knight,. 
Sir Thomas Maleverer, bart. 
Sir John Bourchier, knight, 
William Heveningham, 
Alderman Pennington, 
William Purefoy, 
Henry Martin, 
John Barkstead, 
John Blackiston, 
Gilbert Millington, 
Sir William Constable, bart. 
Edmond Ludlow, 
J ohn Hutchinson~ 
Sir Mich. Livesey, bart. 
Robert Titchbourne, 
Owen Roe, 
Robert Lilburn, 
Adrian Scroop, 
Richard Deane, 
John Okey, 
John Hewson, 

William Goffe, 
Cornelius Holland, 
John Carey, 
John Jones, 
Miles Corbet, 
Francis Allin, 
Peregrine Pelham, 
John Moore, 
John Aldred, 
Henry Smith, 
Humphrey Edwards, 
Gregory Clement, 
Thomas W oogan, 
Sir Gregory Norton, knight, 
Edmond Harvy, • 
John Venn, 
Thomas Scott. 
Thomas Andrews, alderman, 
William Cawly, 
Anthony Stapley, 
John Downes, 
Thomas Horton, 
Thomas Hammond, 
Nicholas Love, 
Vincent Potter, 
Augustine Garland, 
John DixweU, 
George Fleetwood, 
Symon Mayne, 
Jame Temple, 
Peter Temple, 
Daniel Blagrave, 
Thomas Waite. 

. Counsellors assistant to the court, and to draw up the charge against the king, Dr 
Dorislaus, Mr Aske, Mr teele, attorney-general; Mr Cook, solicitor.general; Mr 
Broughton, Mr Phelps, clerks to the court. 

Officers of the Court. 
ergeant Dandy, sergeant at arms; Colonel Humphrey, sword.bearer. 

Messengers, Door-Keepers, and Criers, were these, viz. 
Mr Walford~ Mr Radley, r Pain, Mr Po weI, Mr Hull, Mr King. 
Sir Hardress Waller. Colonel Harrison, Commi ary-Generallrcton, Colonel Deane, 

and Colonel Okty, appointed the pllK.'e to be the street before Whitehall, and the tim 
the SOth of January. 
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THIRD CLASS. 

MILITARy TRACT . 

Exp~rim~ntal ani exact Relation upon that famous and renowned Siege qf Newcastle, 
the divers Conflicts and Occ:urra1lces Jelt out there during the Time qf ten TYeeks and 
odde Dayes; and qf that mightte and marvez/vw Storming thereof, with POWf1', Polieie, 
and prudent Plots of Warre: Together'tvith a succinct Comme"tarie upon the Battell 
Qf Bowdon Hill, and that victorious Battell of York, 01' M araton Moore, ne'Ver to bee 

forgotten. 

By him who was an Eye·witncsse to the Siege of Newcastle, WaLIA r LITHGO 

Edinburgh, Printed by ROBERT BR ON, 164'). 

Cum p1"ivilegio. 

Qrne account of Lithgow the traveller, aUlhor of the following troct, may be found ju Vol. I . 
of lhi con~ction, p. 535. 

Th~ present pi ee contuins some intel'e ting particulars of the northern cnmp jO'n tlodertak n by 
the Scottish natioo, with til ambitious !lope of establishing pre b 'tery iu England. The cot
tilth ann , commanded llominally by old Le Iy, Enrl of · ven, but, in eft ct, by hi more able and 
ellterprisin~ D8lD k, David Lesly, inv8ced En land during the midst of the winter 16 4. The 
gallant &ri of 'C~ tie, after OlUe jnde I iv sklrmi 'hin • f'ouocl it ncce sary to r tr I t, for the 
prol clion of th city of York, which \ as shortly after blockud d by the joint fore 8 of Lesly, 
.Fnirfux, and Man ·hest r. Tht: ppC'o h of Prince Hupert omp -Iled the united annies to 
rl\i e th 'ie e. 'ncoQragt c\ 1", thll; bO c· s, the prine hazard d and lost th ceJelmlt d bllttle 
of Loug MUl'stoll Moor; Q igual deft'Qt, which lhe kill .'s party in tue n I'lh n r t: e -tuall 
r ov r d. fter this engl.t~eroent the . 'ot r turn d to sc me w a tIC', in ord r at one to 
lelieve London from the distressing IIcarcity of fUfo) exp rienct'd by that city's renu\inillg In the 



.1 just ami .t'act Di course upon t" i ge and 'tormill~ q{ Nro.:custle .. with a succinct 
Comme11tarie Up01 tit two Battell qf Bowdon llilt mld .. Marston lUoore. 

, 

L tll s turhulent time, when opinioll gro' variable, and the diver it, of doubt
rill reports mor volubl ~han th ru bing \\ iude, y. t h.ave I adveI1:tur d (like to an old 
p r cti loner in pro e, poesl ,and 11l1pa.ralleled pert: JTmatlOn) to cast 10 ~y myt ofknowll 
experience upon the brazen face of Ignorant under tander , that, with th knowiedl'Te 
or m qllo~idian in p.cctlon, 1 ma jth r eutighteu th ir biindlle se, ?r giv . truth th~ 
~lory of a JfJ t des r l[ g. And why? D callS now too many r..al nun ou CfltlCk, be
mg more prone to I ur ot,h l' mens l~b Ul' than t~ d~ a.n ttlln~ tb m .lve wo!tbi 
of cen Ul' , Y t dal'~ to upbr. u.l that which hal'dly their 1D1struoU Judgment can flght
l.Y con truct; the world bt!in .. turn d to. uch a crabbcd and crook . d condition, that 
either they' ill appro\' what they oneen'E', thou rh!l ver so , rrofliollS, or otherWIse 
oi prove that , hic~\ ~h~y {feeL not, thou b nev r so dIu tnou , Wher fore, damnify
ing the on , and vllllfylDg th other, I come to court my plesent putpo e, alld thus I 
begin: 

Tbi long ro 'd tal our now it comes to light, 
And I < nd my di 'co- rse et in my right, 

hi h rea on Gra 'd; for wher can truth p revaiJe, 
But wher 'olllld jlldgemenlma it countervail . 
'or ~ hat c I? in what th se tim afford, 

But of my ountries prai . just r cord; 
Vhi h God allows: And what can cOlltraircs bring, 

But man for men, the light of truth may jng; 
-I a ter ag s would h bOl11e a blinde, 

A though ur tim had come their tim behinde; 
For .urious penm n and the pap r croul, 
Th ya r of memorie th li~ and soul 



Military Tract • I 

Where diver weeki and dayes bein p ot in advanc1n their works. their at-
chievements, and other approaches, th re fell out (iJlteri) rtaioe accidentall 
skirmishes and cuunterlD'tchin a aul ; in one 0 which th t mirrOllr of Mar nd 
manhood, Li utt' ant-Colonell Ballantine, wa d adly wou decl, hereof he dyed. 
A large ubject have I here to han He, if tim 1 li ht uffi r m ; bu rue it i , bee was 
a ca,'alier of such extraordinary fortune, (I> ing onely 28 yean of ge at hi la, t vale,) 
that in Germany. Ireland, aD twice in EnglancL hee bee e 'eeding au picious 
in martial affalres; though, indeed. h \ be t unde tood uuder tb name of M dor 
Ballantine. All which di cour e. and thi pitomizd memorial), I purpn ely a anuoD 
till a fitlel' time; and so I returne to my form r commentary, and thus : 

This s'ege of Yorke continumg tiU with many fortun te and mj ortunate adven
tures, at last OUl' several annie w re enforced to IUcorporate thems l es in one maine 
body, and that on Long-Mar 'ton ,Moore; where" the day following, Prince Rupert 
imhracing their 1 ft field, our nme, upon advertl ement thereof, were engao-ed to 
make a . pt! dy returne, for rancountring the ent~mje, and to recover that ground 
which fo rmerly they had freely ft rsa to; which, in the end, amongst many dlffi· 
culties and mighty oppositi<>ll , th y both dventerously and advantagiously obtained, 
to the enemies ab olule overthrow, and 'their own victorious sat' ty. .The Bummaric 
whel'e" f I now Involve in these following lyne, a unwilling to imbarke my elfe 
within the list of intricated pa ao-e, Of too peremptory and punctuaH particulars. 
And why r B cause I was not there an occular te tor, and 0 to build upon the wings 
of flying report were mt'eriy erroni UH, (the diversjtie whereof being already innu .. 
merable and incredible ;t) but only dune b way of introduction, to bring me the morc 
facily upon the face of N~wca.stle. or otherwise, more properly, to enlighten memorie
for pre ent and future times. And thu , 

In July last, the second day, and more, 
One thou and 'ix hundred fourt ie and foure, 
On Marston Moore two awfull rmie met, 
Oppos'd then stood, one 'gain t another et, 
To quarrell for religion, and tbat light 
Which tar exct'l all humane power and might. 
(And yet the darkne of the e dangrous tIm 
Would faine ecc1yp e God's glory nd men crymes. 
But here 1 stay, Ie t that in strayin much, 
I gall the mighty, and th loftie toucb.) 
Then eeas, ad nlu ,returne, and Ie m how 
Thi s quell strok , for n w b gin the blow. 
To worke tb y 0, well ordred on botb 'de, 
In stately po ture; exp rienc divid , 
In regiment and bri ad ,hor an oot, 
Two mightie rmie ; t en be n to hoot 
The roarin cannon, and their echoing wor 
Made hill a d dale round their violent force, 
That fi 11 on tata I br asts; the rna kct shoures 

ent 'If like hund r; pI') de and · trifi de oures 
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. -'The saiklesse standers; the naked sword and pyke 
'Commanded crucltie to push and strike; 
Which been obeyd, the drum and trumpet sounded, 

orne here, some there fell down ; oll1e deadly wounded: 
On aU hands there was slaughter; and what worse, 
-Some of our foot were troad by our owne horse, 
And Fairfax too. But true it is, that course 
Brought fume to 80m, to other sad remorse, 
Which orrow fi It. And yet our staile stood fast,' 
And wrou ,.ht a passaae on their fo at last, 
That mane oppo er. quake. Wings and res~rves, 
.By hard pur uit, on their part shortly swerves; 
For truth enragd, these Romi h butchers fled, 
,Gorg'd with atheisme; their bastard bloud they shed. 
Like Jt'zabehi, on ground, and there was left, 
For dog to glut <>11. 0 their live were reft,· 

ith admiration, that the world might see -
The heavens and Scots gaynd both one victorie, 
rhich in them was cngro su; and wondrou too; 

For what could valour mor for valour do, 
Than they that mannd this bat1ell. It 1S true, 
That valiant men would hav a gratefnll due 
To cherish fame. 0 they, our northren hearts, 
(As stout as steele.) eli chargd their manly parts, 
Where noble Linde ay, Earle of Crawfurd now, 
Stood bravely to it, made his foes to bow, 
And left no ground, nor did hi foote remove; 
Such wa hj courage, graft in Je us love: 
Then here hi badge. which well his worth may yeeld ; 
A lamb at home, a lyon in the field: 
And so he pl'Ov'd: where then aH happi lle 
Seald up obi name in tymes eternitie. 

o forward Eglintoun, h acted his part, 
And fitrcely road, with a couragious heart, 
To front his foes: where in ,that conflict he 
Installd hi8 name 'mongst peeres of chivalrie: 
Where his brave sonne behav'd him elf so well. 

orne may com near, but none bis worth excell: 
Which if we had, a Romanes wont to h~ve, 
A twofold triumph might their merit crave. 
What should I speak of Baillie, but admire 
How thO heaven his mynde with nobl gifts inspyre; 

or maooers, manhood, wisdome, skill, and wit, 
Both Mars and Pallas' n his .bos~e ait ; 
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Their throne his heart, their honour his desert. 
Where judgment raignes, thtre knowledge bears a part, 
And understanding too; for now these three 
Crowne all his gifts with love and modestie. 
For laureat Lumsdale, fixt in Bellones camp,· 
Procured w hat bee deserves; became that lamp 
Which crownes a chiftayne, and his fame to blaze; 
St111 as he acts, the world may sinO' his praise: 
There. there he stay'd, and stood so stronglie to it, 
'Moogst mortal men no champion more could do it. 
Then gallant Leslie, leader of our trowpes, 
Travers'd alwhel'e ; mad spyte to valour stoupes : 
Where he! adventpous he! purred up and downe, 
And cleard the field; regayn'd that Delphian crowne 
Which courage fouo-ht for: and what worth allowes, 
A laurell garland, may decore his browes. 
Last, here and there the ground with laughterd corps
Was cIed from York to fi e adjacent Dorps : 
Th blood lay on the grasse like shoures of rayne 
That fill the furres: the heapes of them were slaine 
Like dunghills were; that on the wearie fields 

orne fought, some fled, some stood, and many yeelds ; 
That even, me thought, the groan of Rome and Spayne 
'Vere heard the coa t about, on shoare and maine; 
And Father Falsehood wore their jesuit plots 
Could not prevail gaynst our triumphant Scots. 
The enemie thus que\ld, and scatterd round 
Alwhere about; nay, some in everie ground, 
In came the Lord of IIo lest and he proclaimd 
The field was his, 01' what more could be nam'd, 
For person, place, or time; for he alone -
B at downe that Dagon, Babells i.doll throne, 
Ahd buryed impel' tition and blynd rites 
Within the gulf of ever-gna hing sprites: 
For which be prai e; to whom aU thanks and powel', 
From this time forth, and 0 for ever more. 

"Within a few days thereafter, upon considerable conditions, the citie of York yeeld
iog, and the lord Fairfax made governOl,lr thereof. our mQ t victorious general and his 
redoubted army, with great expedition, returned through York hire and bishoprick. for 
Newcastle, to assist that no Ie and judiciou chift yne; of whom now (as it is my 
mayne purpo e) I begin to discour e of his and their proceedings; and as impartially 
as an honest heart may do, without either flatteri~ or favour. 

In this last springtyd second expedition, 16·j,4, for England, our parliament then 
sitting. Jam .·Earle fCalendar, Lord Almond, was elected and appoynted by them 
to be lord-lieutenant-gener-al of all our Scottish force in cotland and in England! 
wbereupon a con idcl'able armye bting levyed, co sisting of i thou and foote, an 
eight hundred horse, he advanced for .. ortbumberland, and courting Tweed, cr 
the Tyne .at wuurne; where his armye reposing all night, made me call to mindo 
these following IYDes I wrote upon tbat former conflict fought there four vears agoe, 
1640. . 
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I ' Let Conway bra of armes. and hi ~reat hoJ'l es, 
Let papi ts boa of men, and the'ir fled coar, (' , 
l.et Newburne rayl on Tw e::d, anti cur e th ir Tyne, 
rLet prelats sweare th fault was thin and mine; 

: rle tel!.you,.l?e,w ........ their popi b drift and plots 
Were ourbd aud crushd by our victorio(1 Scot. 

-Tb day following', allf aforesaid armie accosted Lumley Castle; where sojourning 
certame ~Iaye , the lord c;al~ndar, with a number of hor .and fOGt, (in this time,) 
et fac for ~tlepQol and Stocktonn; wher~. when orne, and after a promiscuous 

parle) , seazing upon both towne. he left ~rri 0 there, and gov.emours to over
rule them. Whence returning Q the re idue of his armye, lying at Lumleye, h set 
forward to 0 'worth: .From wbich place my lord Calendar sending some horse and 
foote, to clear the way for the Gatesyde, they were l'ancountred with the enemy at 
the top¢ of the Wynde-mill Hill; here, being prevented by night, and the enemye 
stron er than, they, they were con trained to turn back: -hereupon, the next day, 
th lieutenant- neraJ him elfe CC\Ille up with the re ·jdue of hi armye. and tiercelie 
faciuO' th enemy, beat them from the hill, cha cd th III downe the Gate ),de, and 
hushing them alon r th hridge, c osed them Within th to\ ne. H ereupon he forth. 
with command d th G~t yde; and then th next day he bE-gun to dispute for the 
enjoying of the bricloe, ith th fif'ri rvic of cannon and musket; whICh, ind ed" 
wa manfully invaded, and a couTagiously ddend d: yet, at last. in de pight of the 
enemy, he gained h better half of th bridge, and with m~lch adoe fiu'tlfied the same 
with earthen rampier aud arlilerie; y. hi(:h hll so deten j,'ely contmut.'d, untall the 
towne wa take in by tonne. ~J his being re iudfull clon, he caused to erect 6ve 
batterie along th 'bank head, and ju t 0ppo:Slle to the toy. ne, fwm whence the can
non did conti ually xtr(,ame 'ood rvi t', 1)ot olldy again t th wall and hatt nes, 
but al 0 against. paltll'\llar p ace and particulal per 01)S: l>e idt> the I re~\lent shoot 109 
of potpieces, an<l olht'r fire" ol'ke of ~rl eat IIlI}) OnBU 'e, w hieh daily all 110) ed tilt mha
bitants \vithin th towne. At lh~ most of whkh firie mploYllients tile 101'«1 Cal 'udar 
hili) elf wa ver per, on ally dil'ec1ing them; to the which cl xterity of <..harg 1 was 
often both aQ t.'jc-witnes:,t- and ob ('rver. 
. By thi time, 01' there about, his x<:eUency arry\'ing here from York, and accoasting 
the TYlle, h cau ed imm ,l1att'ly bUilt a Lriclge 0\' l' the ri r, of kt'1I1 boats; over 
th which lis armie ha\'insafeiy and peaceably past, he cau8t'd lay no\\ n thttir se\ erall 
quarter witl great promptitud aud e peditioD: and 0 ut'leaguring the west and north
wes p rt of th~ town, they enclosed all that cirCUIt, till they jOj ntd \, It II th lord 

h clair re~in'ent; beeffield Fort (belonging 0 the towne) only di ioineo thelll: and 
-to tbi rebtUiou to ne wa mainly block d up on all quarters. N ow, and a thi tlllle 
al ,th 1'1 Calaoder re-cr iog Tyn , tooke pre5ellUy in .. anti at . th Oll end 

hereof tandi g contiguat with the towDe '" lit: wbere, seLting 8uudrie r~glmtnt 
I' t aDd about that pla('~. he forthwith cau eel to conatmct a !trong brill I of krill 

boats over 'J)ne, (aDd witbm hi 'luarten,) 'or the pas ing and r pas.~IJ)g ot hi 1M ' . 

. to both· and fixed a pretty a belu the gl . bou c. '1 hi aonm-
• U II . vf:rJ ItcedaDJe. Dot on ell for tbe W)uldier, but alil{) for the 

couat p at brought in wly provi iOll for the armle. 1 he brid~ It self (be-
. daily uu itb my lord oorea regi nt ~t both enda, and ;,t stmng cen:' 

tat ad1 ; ithi two redoubts,) bad also three watrie guards uf keill 
rqpea, hom banke to banu, to secure .t fool auy udli n b~r-
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and in all parts about the to e; th ir mansions or domicilt , I meane their bouts, 
are compo ed of turft', clay, straw, and watle ; where their han chambers, kitchine., 
and cellars are all one: and yet tbe better ort (I mean tbeir officers) ~re overshadow
ed \\ ith circulating pavillion, more ready to receive the blu tering winde than th 
sinking raine. Then. at last, aU things being ordttly done, and theIr batterie8 at sun
drie advantage er cted; then (I say) b g'un they to play with cannon and mu ket at 
other f~ces, and oftt>n al 0 tempering their naked swords in others bJoudy bodj~s ; 
when' courage cas, ifring de pair, and valour desiroll of honour, they expo d them
selves unto all hazard and d ngerous attempt : nt'ither did th y fe' re death (1 mean 
our owne) more then an au piciou fortune; for heing clad wi h con ort • each pro
voked anolher 'to til uttermo t of extremities; and ome of h D1 e teeming of the 
good caul' more than of their owne lives, reserved the one, and lost the other, So 
al 0 the inveterate enernie, making now and 'tht:tI niverse sallie from towne (i uing at 
po terne gale, ) upon Ollr flanking trench 5, enga(Iged themsel'v into great jeopardies; 
and ollr Qulrlier!) to a de perat a defence: where, jnde d, they both often' ta ted 0 

mutual fatalitie; till. in the end, th lord tnclair reglment desygned the e debord
ing hyreling a na.rt wer precinct i bich was, to ke p their falling Irodi s more safely 
within their shdtring wall ; which. itldt!e(l, they constrainedly ou ~rved: for tbe 
enemy within w re more aft'ra t'd of the lord iudair uldi rs 'ithout, then of any 
one rel(imeut of the army I) ing about; anti they had ju treason, recogitating serious. 
ly theIr anguine blowes and tatall ram'Olltlters, which they di daintially felt, 

Ami now. bef.H'e 1 go any further. I thirke it be t to sht:\V the unacquainted reade 
how the towne is itllate. fi'om Whence uch morfalitlf' proceeded: And thus it tan 
eth mainly upon thE" rlevaling face of a c()ntinuing hill, falling do\\ n st~p to th 
bordering river, wlwr one narto treet runneth along from Sandgate to Clo egate; 
the Sandhill (from which tb bricJge bendeth over to Gate i e) being the prytn 
mark!'t, place; whence the two a cenning pa a~es court distinctly High . re t and 
Pilg-rlrne treet, the h 0 chiefest street of the towne; to the bo el of hi h ther 
bee other tine mark(·t-place annexed. !\ow, besides the e. thert are other two 
b (:k treet, \ ith five or six cunl rade and a number of narrow f!evalling 1 nes. Th 
walles about the towne are lJoth hl(Th and trong, built both within aud without with 

OJ'O quodroto, and mayneJy fenced with dungeon towr ,intt 1'larded also with turret 
and alollg t with them a large and deten!>i t' battlement, having eight undrie ports, 
anti four parochiall church s: The whl('h walles tbe defendant within had m veil. 
ousl)' fortlfyed. rampit ring tJ1t'l'll at out, at most eminent p rts, with interlyning and 
mountynes of earth. The stre('t that welt' answerabl t(t their barrocad d ports and 
in -frequent pa age were al 0 ca tt:ll up \\ ith <.Jefen lve urea tworke, and planted with 
demi-culv rine of Iron. And, ah()H~ all ther w(wkes, tb towne ca tl It elf wa st'
riousl" enlarged, with diverse cUI'iou fOJ titkalion, b . idt brea tworkes, redoubts, 
and terrenniat detnilunes, and wit hall till ee disl in tive borl1 wOl'kes; two of which 
e 'teriourly ar strongl pallo ad d, and f gH'al bound. . ay, Ule very cavstooe 0 
the battlement rouno ahvut the towne rt :-urged and undrrpropeu with !ittl tonet, 
that, in ~'a of aU ting! ... ~~ y might ha\:c tumble{1 them o\'er, upon the a 5lants: 
Wbich, mdeed, for the fac:hty of th a lIon, choole ho) e nllght h ve perform d. 

ea, and all the gap of the hattlements "ere shut up with lime and tOile, having a 
narrow slit In each \)f them, through which they mt ,bt mutth r our soul lier, an 
e' re thl'lll ht'. trom a just re\'enge. The grafle ahuut an I without Wit digged 

deeper. and t~ eXlrtiour root 01 tJI~ \\ all were Sleepls lyllt'd with cJa) mixt eartb, t8 
inh r( 'rpt allJ tooliug tcn leeM, r. or (.'linlb-iug t WfE'OIl. All Iht: vorts about w 
ciottf'd "",'h 1) n,e liud lone, an •• tfongly hOitro('adt,1 with'n ; having no pa~sag~J 
t little poItteroe dOOles, wintf~ ,they b.lu thtit quotlduao mLtr.couJ' So . 



1't'acts during th~ l~elgnqf'Ki71g Charles r. 
The to~ne5 mayne constructure l'ysing upwards, divides it self~ in two ,corners; the 

on north, at Weavers~Towc.::l, the6ther outhwe t,. at Hatmakel's.Tower; decyphering 
two hornes, like unto Oalahrian females with their bogling busks '; but, indeed, more 
Jik unto the N ovncasU'iao themseivesl that retrogradingly adorne their cuckold 
frontespiece with the large dimension of Act on monstrolls·made hornes. Upon the 
town ' north· east side, and a.. little without, tbel'e wa a fOl'tresse el'ected, called Sheef
field Fort, standing on a moderate beigllt, and charnpion·like commanding tb fields ; 
the model! thus: It- tanqeth squarely quadrangled, with a four-cornered bastion at 
every angle, ann all of them thus quadrate: they are composed of earth and watles; 
l1aving the DOI'tll-ea tside of one bulwarke paUosaded, the rest not; save, along the top 
of the work..e about, they had laid masts of sh,ips, to beat down the as ailants with theiT 
tumhling fOl'ce. A the entrie whereof there is a wooCien draw-bridge, and w.ithin it 
two coutts du g\.lal'o : -the gr'affe without is dry, and of small importance, save onely 
that repugnancie of the defendants within, which commonly consisted of three hun
dred men. 

And now, to close this topographical description, the invention, policie, nor wit of 
man could have oon more than they did within and without for their own afetye, ei ... 
ther for milltary ~iscipline or manely .prouesses, in theil' owne d sperat defenclt. Of 
whom our owne cuuntrcymen w re the ell efiest actors, both for the one and for the 
other, aud the onely call e of 0 much bloodshed and los e of lives as we sustayued ; 
which makes me recaU thi Italian proverb: lddio mi guarda daU' odio di mei amigi, 
jJcrcinche so bene a gu,urdar mi stell'to ,datI' odio di mei illimigi. The Lord keep me from 
the hurt of my friends, for I know well how to keep me from myne eneOlye :-A thing 
now adaye so frequent, that where aU shouW stand for amol'is patdte, there many 
stand now for dolO1'is patni'd!; and declyning from that auncient and nallve uuely pugllo 
proptttria, the ' illvoh7e themselves, (without either hOllestie or honour,) to exterlllioe 
t he lyv. s and Iybertye of their paN·ia.; where, strugling with their owne. trife, they 
often deservingly fall in the extreame madnesse of de peration: Where now leaving 
them to thair left selves, .1 revert to my purpose. The walles here of N.ct:wcastrie are 
a great deale stronger than these of Yorke, and not unlyke. to ,the walles of AVlneoo, 
but esp cially of Jeru alem ; being all three deeOJ'ed About the hattlements with little 
,q~adrangled tur.rets ;. the atlvantag l'esting ondy \~POll Newcastl , in regard of ven
,teen dunoeon towers, fixt aboui the walles, (and they al 0 wonderfull stroug,) which 
.the other tw,o "have not. Yet what availeth eHh~l' towers, walles, or turret, wl1el:e 
the force of armyes command? Nay, jll t nothing; for, inde(;'d~ these walle, with 
.tbeil' ]> ndic1e , were first rected to resist the Scotli~h invasions, nnd yet in vayne; tor 
.nQw \Ve:: have S laked their fouudation • ami by the saUle strength they relyed UPOD, 

\Y bav by the s lt~same meaDe overtbrowne them, all glorie b.c: . to the God of glorie 
therefore. 

A for the inhabitants resyding witbi 1, the rich st or better sort of them, as seven 
or , lgilt commoh knights. aldermen, coale~lJlerchaDts, pudlers, and the like creatures, 
,al'e altogether lOalignan ts, most of them being papists, and the greater part of all~ I 
,sa . , irreligious atbeists. The vulgar condition, bei\lg a l'nass ot silly igoorall,ts, Hve 
rather ltke to tile llerdoans in Lybia, (wantingkl'lowledgc. conscience, and hone ty,) 
than like to wd-dif:lposed ChristiallS, p1,) abJe to religion, cf.,vi\l oruer, or chUrch discip
Hue. 1).nd why? Because th if Lrutisl1 desire being onely tal' libertinous ends, avarice; 
and voluptuoltsnesse, they ha\'e a greater sensuality in a pretended fOl'malltye than the 
savage . abunks, ,witb whom I leave them he~e ~ngt'~ ' ed. And n~w, torsa~illg this 
prf' ent mtroductlon, 1 come back to my contmulog (hscoul'se, The sIege ~rowmg dally 
IUIH' aud more hotter and hotter, at all qu~rters and in .all places, as wele 111 the one side 
'as ;0 the other, then, and at hich tyme, I mUtit lOgeniou.sly confesae that the!ie in· 
ucfatigable pains my lord Call~ndar took were more than pralsc .. worthy; for late aDd 
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early, and at all times, he was extraordinary carefu1J, paynefulJ, and dj}jgent, in over
seeing. here and there, his mynes, in dir cting his batt 'ryes, in managing privat and 
prudent ends for a pnblick good, in dispatching of messinger and message, and in 
ordering of his souldiers atchievement" by night or by day, as th y were employed; 
in omuch that his industrious and vigilant actions became a marveilou amazement to 
all the e that were acquainted with his paynes; and for my part, to sbunne ingrati
tude, worthy of deserved memorie. 

The chief cannoneirs that were upon his five batteryes in the Gatesyde were, 
William Hunter, captain of the trayne of artillcrie, James cot, Robert ~pen e, and 
'VilLiam Wallace, men of ingular skill, and many moe, which I purposely (to avoyd 
prolixitie) omit. And now, from here and hence, the lieutenant-generall traver mg 
hourely the river, to his other batteryes and workes at Sandgate, bt'ing onely two, he 
was ever in a fa tidious action. One of which batteries beat down the top, face, and 
up-mo t part of Carpenters tower unto the dust: the other batterie had been .newly 
erected, for repuhing the enemy from intercepting our mines: yet notwithstanding 
whc:reof, the Nllilifidians within discovered the lowest myne, next to the river-syde: 
the which my lord Calf'11dar peroeaving, and thrustinO' a pyke, with his own hand, 
through the renting division. and to prevent the drowning thereof, gave presently 
order that the next moming it hould be sprung: which accordingly done, it tumbled 
over the demi-hornewark, di appointed the ene11J) e, and became a helterage to our 
encroaching souilliers, The other three adjacent mynes were not a. yet reddy neither., 
now to be imployed, a after you shall heare. 

About this same time, eptember 29, the lord.l ieutenant-generall Baillie, upon 
the townes north !<yde, and near to St Andrew's church, gave order (for there his 
batterie lay) to bra h downe a part of' th towne wall; which in three hours spaoe 
was fortunatly accomplished; where the wall fell down within half a yard of the 
roote, and so large, that ten m n might have marched through it in a front • . This 
tryall gave indeed a great encouragement to our armye. And why? Because then OUf 

commanders were assured that if their mynes should be disappointed, the brashing of 
the walls should be their last advantage. And yet thi ' breach was llever pursued, in 
regard the enemie, under the baddow of a blynd of canve set )' enforced ·or hapro. 
caded it with tra hand timb r. Upon Weddinsday following, at morne, O ctober 3, 
the enemy di covered and drowned two of our mynes with watter; and the next day 
en uing another also: whereat the enemie growing insolent, ave order for ringing 
of bells all night, to consolnte (as it were) the <1i tre ed mindes of the starving com
munaltie, who. rather fed upon violent nece itie than any other kinde of cheri hing 
o~ comfortable reliefe; being while flattered with impo ibilitie, and otherwhiles 
tyrannized over, by the malicious ll1alignitie of the mercile .. se, and now miserable 
maior. 

For true it is, that thi Sir John MarJey, their governpur, an recollomick polititiaD) 
more wilfulL than kilfull, did so inveigle and blindfold th common multitude, that 
these letters which hee sent to our lord.generall were all read by him in publike to 
them, bemg too per mptorie and illlpertinent; but for the an weI' of hi e 'cell nee, 
that came to him, he conceal d them aU; making them to b lievc that he wo.uld ad
mit of 110 condition, nDt' grant any safety, longer than the revenging sword might 
overreach their necks. l-

AU which hting fal"Jy and pedidiously poken, wa onely to irritate th if doubtfuU 
dispositions. and to incen e their desperate condition with the deceit of a treacherous 
desparre, to make them bolder to,' their dreadfull defence; for, indeed, there wa all 
order condescended upon by the committe(', orne five weeks bdor their mine ap
proached; which was, that if they should render in time, and prevent the greater 
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effusion of blood. tbey hould ha\'e faire anel free quarter I ano all the l1h ra11 con
dition that people in the like ca could eith r look (01' 01' l'e4uire, Hut aU th se 
profers or offer were by the maior vilified. and by him cI)tlcealcd from the people, 
till their day of ri olation wa declared. And now th coppies of the e mtercoul'slug 
letter beitl'" latel pnbh hed to the vulg r w( rid. ancl striving to rlinqulsh unne
cessary particular, or any o\n·iou9 raucounter of small con equence, I come to the 
main point, and thu : 

After ten w ek ie ,and odde daye , with many disac;trnou affront following on 
all bands, th 'e W' pari y appointl-'d, being FrY<.ia,Y Octob I' J ; where, in the 
[orenoone. our thr e commissionrrs, the lord Humble, the laird of Wettderburoe, 
and John Rutherfurd, provo t of J edbrugh, went in. (the three hostages from the 
town being formerly come forth;) ours. 1 say, aceo ting the maiors presence, there 
were diverse prol osition and an wers by both parties ddi efi ti, but to no purpo e 
nor efli ct; the maior ever dallying, with drift , and delaye~. to procrastinate time, till 
they ha(1 di covered our two chide Il,ine ; which, indeed, were very mar the pOIDt. 
Yet, nevertheles e, (in a jeering way.) our commissioners bein' di!)mis ed, attt'r five 
houres conference, and their pled e returned, the next OIorulD~ early the ulltlmely 
PI' venting maior sent forth a drummer to the lord Sinclair, wIth two letters :-The 
contents of one WRS thu: ly lord, 1 hav rf'ceived diverse lei tel'S and warrant ' !!ub~ 
scribed by the n me 'Of Le Yen, but of late can heare of none ,hat have seen such a 
man; be ides, there i a tron report hee i dead: t.herefore, to remove all scruplE's, 
I desire our drummer may deliver oue IE'! ter to him eHe; thus wi 'hinA' you could 
thinke on some other cour to compose the differenc of thc"e sad dl tractt:d king
domes, than by battering ewcastl, and annoying u, who Iwver wronged any of 
you; for if you seri u ty consio r, you will nnde that these cou' e will agravat , and 
not moderat distemper. But 1 Wilt refer all to your own lOll clences. and n:st your 
friend. John Marlay. ewcastl , J 9 October. 

ow, let the judicious reader b. erve how dete tab} thin" it was to ee this im-
rovident man brought to ueh t:xtremlty, (that he could neither pltie himself nor 

yet a populou towne,) wh n he was just upon the point of life or death, to wryte 
thus; for, indeed, long bef re night, (for all hi ba 'e derision,) he knew hi xc l
Ienee to be liv, anJ found de rvingly the mart of it. And now, not to furget 
any III ine il' 'umstanee, the maior, the former lli:xht, recalled the s()uictiers from 

heeffield fort, to strengthen the defendants vituin towne; hut, ere they left the 
fortre e, they despightfllUy burn d their two courts du g rd to the ground, and so 
retir d. Now th s quell day com, being Saturday, October 19, (and that day 

hieh, from a~ to age, ewca tie should never forget,) there were certaine com-
n anded m n, from every regiment, drawne up: the otIicers, I say, having first, in 
their owne quart r, throwne the dyce, who should goe in the adventure, (tewest . 
11ac d tinat d theretQ,) th y marched away to all thtir st!verall stands about the 
walts, againe t n of th clocke in the forenoon. Meanewhile" the night efore, wa 
the earl of Calendars c nnon carrjed about, to supply and strengthen the four bat
teri~ that were to brash the wals; where, with the rest, they did exceedmg good 

rVloe. 
ow the mynes being ready to spring, and the batteries brought to their greatest 

~rfectjon, about three a clock in the afternoooe, the two most available myne wer 
.prung; one at the Whytef~jen to,,:er we8tward, and the other neare Carres fort, or 
sandgate, eastward; (notwlthstandmg there,were other two sprung here, on~ of which 
mi rried:) so, al 0, I say, the breaches ot thtl walles by the batteries being made 
epeu and passable, and ledclar set to at diverse parts for acaHetlOg, then entred, 
maiDely aDd manfully, aU Ule regiments of our CQlUUUlwled en, at aU quarters, but 
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more racily and lec;se dangerous where the mynes aprun. The ~reat'e t difficultie 
and mightie t opposition, nay, and the sore t lau hter we recet\'ed, wa at the 
cljmbin~ up of these steep and stay breaches; wb re, trudy, and too trueiy, the 
en mle did mure harme with hand garnacis, then e(ther with mu ket, pyke, or Her
culean clubs. This club bath a long iron-band d statfe, with a rOllnd falling head, 
(like to a pomegranate.) and that i set with sharpe Iron pikes, to lay or s rike with; 
the fOl't:head whereof heing et with a long·poynted pyke of iron, it grimely 100keth 
like to the pale face of mUl'ther.' The iiI' ,t of the foure breaches was Ileal' to W ~avers 
tower; where I~itulenant Colonell Hender 00, a l'eformeir, and Major Mophet wer 
killed, with many other of speciall and comthon note. The econd batterie was 
conjoyned with Black Bes ie tower; where Mdjor HepburDP., Captaille Corbet, Cap
taine John Home, an E.dinburaensen, and that renowned officer Lieut nant-Colonell 
~ome were slaine. The memorie of whom ia t now mentioned I h re in this epitaph 
lllvolve: 

Woe to that breach, be ide Bla ke Be sies towre; 
Woe to itselfe, that bloudy butchering bowre, 
'Where valiant Hume, that terne B 1I0naes blade, 
And brave commander t U; for th re he sta d. 
Arraign'd oy de~th. Where now that heart of Mars 
De erves a to III he, on i l a able h r 'e. 
Yet here' the enrl of valour, (fortunes thrall,)
The Olo t adventrou neare t to his tall: 
And so wa he; though well might he Have done, 
For worth and val ur, worne the laurell crowne. 

But this crowne all-he dyed for Christ; and more,
Christ no v shall crowne him with a crowne of glore. 

The third batterie was contiguat with that dungeon of Westgate; where these two ' 
captain, John and Thoma Hammilton, -were laine, with sundrie other of our 
ClidcJisdale re riment. The fourth and la t was low by los c::gate; where the earle 
Buckcleughs and Lowdons regiments entred, both at thelJ' butterie and with scalleting 
leddars; whereupon their fell a fierce conflict. and the falling enemye repulsed, both 
with the courage and re olution of our ouldier : and yet 'Ie receaved th l' but mall 
los e, either of officer 01' others; albeit one had been too many, the divine pleasure 
and providen('e excepted. 

Now, our men bemg enterd. and fighting for enterye M all quarters round about. 
let me pause a while, and consider how gl'ieV'olts and how dreaufuU hot that cruell 
conflict was, fur a long houres space; that truelie it was more than admiral>l to be
hold tne 'de perat courage, both of the as ailants and dettmdant : the thunuerinO' 
cannon roaring from our batteries without, and theirs reboundiog fmm th castI~ 
within; the thousands of musket-ball flyein,~ at others faces, like to the droving 
l1aylestones fi'om septentrion blast·; tbe clanCJ'onr and carving or naked and un bathed 
swords; the pu hing of brangliuO' pyk S, crying for bi od; and the pltlyfull clamour 
of heart-fainting woemen. I lploring for merde to their husband, th ll\selve , and 
their chli(iJen; that, me thought, (when now eri{)usly pondered,) their revcrberatint"r 
eceho II pterciu the clouds; that terrible noyse of fyrie incensed' rnartialists, and tHat 
loathsome inlipectioLl upon the brazen faces of de 'percltiuu, had conjured (I say) the 
beavem to coutoulld and dissolve the earth; the earth to overwhelm the infernall 
pIt; the carkase of men to lye like dead dogges UpOl1 the groaning streets; and 'man 

, • Thill -ort (If club was calltd by the G rman t with wbom it WIS in gl't'at u , a morgtn-,ttrn, or morro 
.tar. The anci D~ Implement I)f watlare were nul, It lVould eem, as yet entirely out oi' use, 

VOL. v. i ,o 



Tract dut-ing the Reign of King Charles L 

'ain man to becolD the objec of homicidiou and barbarous cruelty. ! loath-
SOUl i ht of d payre. itber wa thi all; for our peopl , in this selfi tyme, 5 t 

house on fir t Clo egat, whereon 1here fell a merit rious destruction. So had 
the whol towne bee 1'\' d, (and a sOIall rev n e althou l'h it had beene so,) if it 
had not been peed" prevent d, by the relentin pitti of tb earle Calendar. So 
wa there lik j , at this PJ ent combu tion, a ballenger-boat et f10tin on the 
flood, full 0 flaming fir , (by Captain Andrew Abirnethie,) to have burned the keye
lockt ship la~ tbere. 

In oIDuch that . t11 re was no policie left undone, for the destroyer to destroy de-
tru tion. nor ~ r a peedy rev ng , to bring the ruines of ruine to nothin. Yet now. 

returning to ob erve my methodicall order :-In this most dreadful conflict, when the 
command d brl ad of tha renowned commandt:r, the lor Calendar, had breasted 
a d overp d that blowne-up myne conne 'ed with Carre fort, (where Captaine 

inclai , and oth r two of Ie s r note, 10 t th ir lives;) then, I say, they marched ce
leriou ly alonG' 10 he andhill" ith fly in collour and roaring dtumme. Meane 
while, and at this instant, th Ii utenant.general al ndar entering the towne, dis
patched and directtd the lord L ving ton, and Kill head, the earle of Quensberrjes 
brother, with their two reG'imellt , to po ses e the wall J aud to beat the enemie off, 
ull along, betwixt Hud th I J a ge unto th n xt breache nOl'th-westward; which 
was accordingl d ne. 0, and at thi tyme, th aforesaid brigade having attained to 
the Sanrlhill, 'h re ramountel'ing the exa perate enemie with a bloodie salutation; 
the re t of our \'e t rne and nortb rn bl'iO'atl pUl"suinn ' hotely the 'e hrinkingfugitives 
from th walles to the choaking market-place; \ here being distres ed (as it were) 
betw D C) lIa and Ch ribdis, they pr entlt called for quarter, and la ing downe 
their arme without a urance, SOOl' were tak n, om were haken. 80m stood still, 
and som fled away, to hyd th il' bleedin uod)le in som ecret helter; yea, some 
sate do-.; n by their fathers fir - yel , as though the. h. d caryed no armes. 

Upon thi surrender, (I h major b in)' formerly fl d to the c stle, with some others 
of great rand les er uot .) they caused quickl pull downe the red flag on the ('a tIe 

pc, and e up the whyte f1a~ of peace, ignityin ubj ction, This done, the rl 
C lendar bavin)' ormerly ent led the t{)\vn with great e. perlition. gav preseu Iy 
order for quit cin of tumult and mauaO'in dis rdel' ; aft r on ' iderable way, re
turned t.h t am night to th Gates ,de. ~ o. as h \Va th til' t lay dowu befo the 
towne, 0 he was duely the fir t th,t 'ntled it; and that to the "reat comfort of the 
inhabitant., b( call of that un ppakable 'a om and und servcd mercy tb y then ud· 
d nly rec 'jv tI, far b yond tll ir merit, and our xpeciation. 

The begun th wI ole armie, commauded and uncommanded, (ob erving' Yin, 
Va ids anci 11t rule, tbat tll y who tayd with th oaggage, anti til y that fill1ght in 
the field , houl< h re th booti lik ,) to plunder, 1 say, for twenty-follr h ur 
tim ; hein au a t of p rmi i 11, although to no r at purpo _ od hy? t'cau e 
the common ou dier b 'lug 0 elyabl to ph.lnd r th con mon pe pie, (although th y 
mi h h \' ju I retche t lelr hano urther,) had, for the great t part 0 them, 

ut mall bendi J xcepting Illy houshold stu , as bed-clo' lhs, Hnnin r, tanned 
cather, calve 'ki me and women appar 11, pan, po , and plates, and uch like 

coml thin y. But our prim ollie rs, I ay, and other of that natuf , by infring'jog 
the common oulili 1', infringii th >mselves, and sp y1 cl loth their fortunes; lor they 
inv ting th l1lselvt' in the rI<.'hc t malignant ~d papi t <l hou , by w y of . afQ
guard, had but mall compm,ltion, for all their protection and COil plied entl'ie . 
whet'e, oth I'wi , they might ha\e justly and lawfully I) azed upon aU their elljoy'
ments. But this ancient proverb holdeth good her, t lat 'cottishm" are ay wis 

ehinde th hand; and so were lh : and as t11 y abusf(i their vi<:tori , in stomling 
he towne :with too much un eSCl ved mercy, so th y a uuwi Iy and irnprud l1tl 
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overr ched them 1 , in plundering th towne with an ign()l'ant negligence and 
car Ie e ommi ion. Alld as th 'y thus defrauded th<-m elve , with a wlJi tie in tlwir 
mouth, 0 th y pitifully prejudged, by this th ir inveigled course, the common soul
dier of their just due, and dear-bought advantage . 

. r, by your lea.ve, if a 80uldiers industrie be not quick ned an(1 animated with boun
tifuU rewards, hee hath les e will to performe any part of martiall ervice, than a deail 
coar hath power to ari. e out of the grave. J'or what an bee more precIous to man 
than hi bloud, being the fountaine and ~ur e of hi vitali plI'its, at d the grouni:f of 
bi bodily ub tance, hich no free nor jn~enious 11atur will loose for nothinO'. nd 
whosoever hall ar ument or discour e upon 'ou11d rea on an I infallIble experience, 
may ea ily ~rov and P rceive that these commander hay ever be ·t pro pered, which 
have mo t liberally maintained and had in singular regard nlllltarie art and souldiers : 

tberwi e the honourable minde wo Id account it a great deale b t er to have dt:ath 
witbout life, than life without reward j yea, and the Doble commander desiring rather 
to want than to "frer true worth unrecompen ed. 

I could instance here many example of ingratitude in great persons, that, by their 
too much wretchedn se to ouldiers, have fil' t lost themselves, and then their king
dome and princ:ipalitie ; but I de it; onely lamenting what I a v. here, the reci
tation of which (amorls pat7'i(f!) I forbt'ar t touch. And, as the paniaru aith \ eH, 
nelto boem serrada non ci aUra las muscas; that is, when the mouth is bhllt, the flees 
cannot enter in the throat; 0 aith til Italian, to this same purpo e, assai sa, che no 
sa, chi sia.. hee knoweth enough tbat can misknow the thing he knoweth. And the 
poetick proverb i thus: 

Die pauC4, ?lui-Ita 'Oid , disce quam plurima pati, 
am fIluttumjuvallt, lleee tria s(J:'pe viros. 

peake little, ee much, learne to uffer more; 
For these three oft help men the w rid all o're. 

And now, clo jng the e com pari ns, I proceed to my metho<licall di course. A 
for the number of our ouldi l' that were 10 t at tht r11lio of tlli ob tinate and 
unhappie towne, (not reckonm~ th fatalitie of otber time ,) th Y e 'tend d to tlu- e 
hundred Jacking one; of whom th re were thirtle-eigbt officer, of SIX di tinctive 
kind , be ides s yen or eight hundred t lat were diver waye ill hurt ; of which 
wounds orne have lately dyed ince that tUll. And now I recall that the e three 
sie 'es of Breda, York, and now Newcastle, were all of one dyet, though not at one 
time, and did each of them 0 nearly sympathize one with another, ill the computation 

.of ten we kes and odde daye8~ that they may all three rest now contented to live 
under the ub' tant shadow of an hone t and honouraule su~iection. Yet, when I con~ 
ider bel' the malicious ob tiDacie of Newcastle, and th r upon the stonning of it, I 

am ravi hed with admiration to bt!hold how, in the heat of bloud and goarin sIan hter, 
they got 0 iOOn mercie and quarters; that, me thinketh, there wa not th lik m rcie 
howne, in such a cue. sin 'e the delu~e of the world; na)" anrl (ala) hown nnto 

all imptuitent and . 'ou people. When, contrariwise, the lives and good of man, 
wife, aDd child; ithill that refractarie tOWll ltor their railing and ula phemle dallie 
abounded) were in the power nd piea ure of our 'ictoriol19 arnlie. The whIch tilVour, 
I dare avouch, may be a .p!ter to aU succeed 109 ages enduring tjm~, tor pity, pardon, 
and piety. 

And to instance heere the contrary example, you ah II ee, and that wi hin these 
twenty yeaJ'S ~t, how the ~ulous od ouce- . mOU8 city of I lenburg, in Ger~ 
many, (being all protest&o ,L~ bele gured with th imperiaU torce : where, after 
diverse parleyes and subtile drift!>, the cnemie OD a sudden stormed the towD; where, . 
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forthwith, they slew .eleven ~bou and t .of men, ~oe~1en , and chil.dren: And the Dext 
morniu , th ir divebsh d Rpl ht growmg w an of that murdermg slaughter, unna
turally and unmercifully tI r w headlong ighteene thou and of them in the river: 

that non e caped in th whole city, of young or lel, save onely foure hundred, 
that fled into a church. And tripinR the t tarke naked, ent them away, and plun
d ring all the good. of .th t wne, ~t]a .t .raz d i.t to the ground. 

:Bv whicb cruettle tbl famou lI111Ver Itle, a It wa fir t sacked, and then burned 
with fire, 0 the p ople vere both layn with th s 'lord and drowned with the 
watter. ! pittifull de tru tion. And that riv r which formerly had brought them 
profit and plea ure, was then suddenly b come their d ath and sepulture. 

This fragrant flood, that wont to serve and please 
Their trade with gayne, their paine with plea ant ea e; 
Yea, filId their h arts with plea ure, beauteous strayes, 
To see a river pa ing free allwaye ; 
Th bank along adornd with stately trees, 
That day lie payd k nd tribute to th if eyes; 
Wh re flourie m ed , round hill, aluhriou fields, 
Enc10sd thi clo nre, and tb ir ellston e yee)ds, 
With w Hin r brook to h Ip it. This rare piec 
Becam more wee than Tempian streames in Greece ; 
And gracd their chooles and cience, lJb'ralJ arts, 
Where learning flool i hd, vertu lig-ht imparts. 

et, fataH Elue, wa now thy glutting w mue, 
That fed their III t with fish , b come their tomhe 
And wallowinO' grav€': Art thou, ad di mall hounds, 
That plunering s(>pul her, ingulfd wIth wounds, 
Hatchd frolll thflle Euripu , gaynst natures tract, 
A d ath had summond t1we to .doe thi fact. 
No, no, I rant (this 10. e) th ir d · tl'iment 

pruner not from the, dumb, sen rle I Il nt; 
But f m th eruell hands, that traind thy strength 
To murd r natures glorie; wh r • at I nth, 
They unk withilJ til 0 om : Then thou roard, 
Ami all thy brinks abut thtil' fall deplord ; 
And ou ht tb haven, as judg s, to rev nge 
This parracidc, and th t layne cities ubange. 

TO , llli erable ca tle I what can t thou say? that was not dealt at all with 
ueh tyranicall rueltie, when th u hadst del3 rved a yorser de tl'Uction than they 

who tood out on Iy fOl' reli rion, you ha ing little or none at all. Th n what shall i 
ay, bu that your d solation may come yet on a udden, unlesse you amend your 

wic ed li~es. and, with Ninivi , turne to the Lord with prayer and fasting; ever ac
knowledgmg the great goodnes e and .c~cmencye of Scotsmen, ~o unde ervingly ex
posed upo you, a headstrong and SCdICIOU8 people. Yet, notwItbstanding whereof. 
th! s:yde .ar f1haken and torn~, t!line edges brok n. downe, and the Lurd~ n of thy 
mlSeTie Iymg ore upon thy shrmkmg shoulder: WhIch make me now call to minde 
the Dli erable effects of wurre, (howsoever desel'vinglie fallen upon thee') the natur 
of Which I here imrolve in the e lynes: ' 

o woefull warre! that Ies os wealth and 
And brings the ruioe of ruine at lentb; 
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It doth dishonour honour, and degrade 
The mjghtie man from what his greatnesse had; 
Then quells the poore, and spoyles the pleasant lands, 
Where peace and pleasure joynd with other hands: 
Which weight Jet Tyrus, sometimes stately p1umd, 
With Troy and Thehes, both aliI e can umd; 
Swelld Ninivie, whose fragment nought imparts; 
And learned Athens, once the source of arts; 
With sightlesse Carthag~, Lacedemon rent, 
Jebus and Bagdat, in a manner shent; 
Sardis, Syracuse, Adrianople lost; 
Nay, now stressd Almaine, with such sorrows orost ; 
(And Bl'itanes ile, the Irish bounds, and Spayne~ 
Where thousands fall, and many thousands sJaine;) 
D enote and shew what tyme and warre have wrouO'ht, 
That crushd their mi rht, from flattring pryde, to nought : 
Nay, monarchies, gl' at kingdomes, th ' universe, 
Are prest to change, erectd, throwne downe by Mars. 

Like Lo the rage of the impetuous flood, . 
Debording trom hi banks, leaves s1yme and mood, 
To choake the tertile playnes; supplants the roote, 
Of hearbes and trees; defaceth quyte the fruits 
Of grapes and gra.yn; and often breaks the wans 
O f s1 ron est townes, whereon destruction falls: 

Evt:n so the furye of the blQodie wC\rre, 
In breaking downe the bond of peace; debarre 
The link of love and aWallce; quite defaceth 
The hbertie of nature, and disgl'aceth 
The ornaments of tyme; and cuts the throat 
Of martiall darling ; then casts up the lot 
Of desolation . which oestroyeth all 
That can t meane or mighty men befall: 

So, so Newcastle to it eIfe became 
A treachrous foe, when friends besiegu the same. 

And I may not forget here, how a despiteful jest was suddenly revolved in sad ear~ 
nest; that, even when the towne was a· storming, there was a chiM baptized, and a 
number of thirty person at the i)aptisme feast; I meane in Newcastle: and making 
menie with the best cheate they had, they b gunne to drink a health about the table ; 
and that was, to the confusion of the cots rebells; and knew of no an er, till a do ~ 
son of our souldiers came in upon them, (to dige t their confused health,) with drawn 
swordes and ,pistolls: At which the rayling and jeering tabler falling downe b neath 
the boord, (as it were,) oi5 tacteci of their wit, our adventurers tell a plundering 
their pockets, leaving the g 'tlat t part of them stript of their apparen, au l the hou e 
utterlte spo 1 d of domes,ic furniture; and with thi aIve they olemnized tbeir 
froliek ft'a~t: Being, I say, a just reward for sueh a maliciolls misregard. 

Now. the towne bt!il g our, upon undoy n!o l,ing. ctober 20, 16 4, his ever-
bapp>, and lluspicllOUS ext'ellt-nee filtered the towne, a triumphant \' ictor, and repairing 
to . Nicholas church. accOlupanyed with the eade of (alendal', Lieulenunt~ GensraU 
Baillie, and the gel1erall of' ul'tllknt:, with a tew others, (tOI' it was not a da)e for Olen " 
of fortune to dalley..e with time,) thcre was thanke given to God, (by dlat reverend } , 
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p 'tor laster Rob rt Dowgla ,~ fi r hat our fa mOll , and 1 n wned victorie. And now, 
to cale ur all, the cloud ' f II Jmp tUOIl I -w eplllg' thr e daye to(rether, for that 
gr at fatalitye (a I may ay) of 0 m ny bra\' avali r a ,... lo~t. And with th; 
same delug the two keill-brid • ab v and below, vere broke downe, and dl~ en
abled for pa ag, with th iol nt rapt of Tyn d -hording tr m : But hap!, e it 
was that the gr ate t part of ur nnie "ot tben helteraO' \ ilhll1 th town. other-
wi e t Ie had found, by thi oi olvin ayn som I' ed quart r . 

Upon the fourth day after the town was t 1'01 d, th r i 'U d from the ea tie three
,core twelve officer, iogeni 1'8, lind prim ldi r , under the cu tod; of Ollr perforce 
and W re incareerat within the towne, a man of their kind were rved 0 befor : 
The maior and some of our nobl countreymen were al'o th n di mi ·d from the castle 
but n t enlarO' d; d th day ollowing, (b ina' \V dne da ,) the major was returned 
from hi bouse, unto a dun on-trane within the a tle: , her now that presumptu
ous overnour remainetb, till tl1 han 'man s tut hi n ck with a lJtow of ' traffords 
court sie; where now I leav llim till h Ijoy hi merit. 

A for the numb r of the enemie, ither ouldier or towne men, that carried armes 
during the siege, indeed it i no part of m.:y intention to m dIe with them. although 
they medt d too much with u ; ntither wIth their b~n~l'ie troupers. and, far wor~e, 
their hung red hor. .t" rtl I , (a I wa mfol'lucd,) they were but eIght 
hundred of the traind baud, d nin . hundred, be id :, ?f \'OIUllllt'r~. pre"t men, 
coliers, keillmen, and I'e tr d sm n; wIth 'om fe ~ e ' peflmcnted officer to over-
top them, w h;ch \\'er~ at la t overtopped them .eI v. . , , 

And now, meanwhIle, we ouod at penune a d carCltlt of vIctual, amunition 
and other necessaries within tlli deject d towne; 0 that th y ould not have holcle~ 
out ten dayes longer nnle s th one halfe had devou d the other. And now the en
croachin a winter commandioO' expedition, our armi wa cut to h ir garri on abroad, 
(re erving one1y a proper garri on for e ca tie;) om to D rntnn, JIuukland, Dur-
11am, Chester, Morpet, Exom ,and h r near adja' 'nt place . Yet, nevt'rtheles e 
the plagu wa raging in G te yd, nd t, underland, and man countrey villa: 
g about. Upon the eiO'ht day a t r th takinO' in of wc tie, tit lord·o'en raIl 
rode downe to finmouth Ca tie; wh r , after a ort pari y, young '11' Tholl~ Rld
ddl, governour ther 0, urrender d it upon sie conditions. The 'occasion why was 
thus: The pe ti ence having been fiv eeks amon, st th tn, with a great mortahtie, 
they \v r lad to yeeld, and to eat el' th 1D Ive ahr d; but to the great undolflO' 
and infectin of the countrye about, it hath contagiously bun. 0 

nd no, for I draw to ni. I mu t at I' my mll e a little ill th Poeneian 
spring ; and rO'arizing her throat 'th r wca tle, 1 will bath h r old im ention in 
Pc 1 sis stre Ole, fixt und r that lIeliconean for d hill. \ 'here r nJ Or a 'tm t " Par
n u, alut th with the pi sure of Pindu all aged poet, as 1 am now, in my eli
n t ric ycare. 
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Yet thel'e' compunction and reven re to use, 
(Accordingly) a tymes may tune excuse; 
And sealing ~fercie, with a sworded hand, 
Makes foe more loath to flie, than forcu to stand. 

And now, to cIo e the summary of this tragical discourse, I heartily beseech Almighty 
God to pre erve ana proper our annie, and to be their cruard, guide, and go\'ernour, 
whithersoever they go, and to impnut the fear of his holy name in their heart .. And 
now, most good and gracious Lord, blesse so and sancttlie the heart" of their chief 
commanders and leader!!, With wisuomo, courage, and magnanill11ty of minde, that they 
ne,'er declin I nelther to the right nor to the left hand j but keeping a straight course, 
in honour, honesty, and holine 'se, they may ever, in all their proceed lOgS, have the 

lory of thy great and O'lol'iou name bdore their eyes, that the lite and light of peac(" 
and truth may in all true beleevers abound. Amen. 

FIN IS. 

A. true and impartial History if'the Military Government Q[ the Citie Q[ Gloucester, 
from the Beginning f!f the Civil 'Fa?' bttween the King and Parliament, to till: Remo
'Vall qj that most faitltfutt and deserviu cr Commander,lor the Difetlce Q[ hi..~ Country, in 
their greatest NecessitJJ, COLOnel Edn'ard Massey; who was remo'l:ed/l'01n that Govern
ment to the Command Q[ the TYestem Forces, where he performed 1lwst faith/ult and 
:allant Service. 

Od~rillt dum mrtuant, 
Ve1'ito8 odillm. 
Vi"tu8 invidiam. 

The second Edition. Published by Atith.ority. 

London Printed for RODER'r BOS'lOC1<, in Pa~l Church-yard, at the Signe of the 
, Kings Head. 1647. 

The si ge Qf Gloucester, of which the Teader baa here a curious and detailed account, was one of 
the events upon whicb# and it con qu nee # the i ue of the civil war seems in a steat 
mea Ut' to have turned. The 8ucces' of the kiDg's Corni.h army, and the taking of Bnstol, 
bad struck such terror into the parliament, that bad Cbadl'1i approached London with his victo
rious and united fore 8, be might at least have en~aged them ill ~' favotlrable treaty, it' hE' could 
)lot have dictated the terms. Y ct there were other, and illlportallt reailOus which seemed to re
commend an attack \lpon Gloucester, which it was not suppo ed would be sedoutly beld out. 

. These are detailed ~ Clarendon. 
II 'l'here wu not a man who did not think the reducing of G')oucester, a city within little more 

than tw(-nty mile of Br4&t01, of mighty importance to th~ king, if it might bl' done withl>~t 
gr at expence of time# and loss of men. It wall the only garrison the rebtdilhad betweeu ~ri • 
tol and Lancashire, on the north p rt of Eogiand, aud if it could be recoveled, hili majesty 
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would have the river SeV'trn entirely within his command; whereby his gamsons of 'Vorce tel 
nd ,hrewsbury, and all those parL , might be nppl1 d froUl Bristol, and the trade! of that. city 

thereny so advanced, that the cu toms and duty might. bring notable revenue to tha King; and 
t.he wealth of the cily increasing, it might bear the greater burden fOf the war. A rich and 
populou!': counlry, which hilh rto rath r yielded cODveniencie of quarter than a ettled contri. 
bution, (that garrison holding not only the wbole fore t divi ion, whicb i a fourth part of the 
couoty of Glouce t r, ab olut Iy in obedience, bu so alafru'd all other parts, that DODe of the 
gentry, who, for the mo t part, wei' well afTec d, du t lay at tbtir own hou ,) mi ,ht be 
wholly tbe king:s quarters; and by how much it h~d offend ~ aod di qui Led the king more 
tban other counties, by 80 much tbe more money ml Ilt be ral ed UpOIl them. Be ide th e .. 
neral weekly contributions, the yeomanry, who had been most forward ad edition, being very 
wealthy, and able to redeem their delinquency at a high price, (nnd the e argumen were fully 
press d by the well-nft ted gentry of the county,' who had c' rri d t.n ms lve hon stly. and 
suffer d very much by doing so, and undertook rreat levie of men, if tbi WOt' k were first done,) 
th r wa another argument, of no Ie s, if not grealer moment. than all the l'e t. HOlou' stec 
w re reduced, tbere wo\'l~d need no force to be l~ft i~ Wal ,and all tho e ,oldion migbt be 
then drawn to the mal'c1l1ng army, . nd the cOlltnbuIJoll nd oto r taxes I n d to th pay
Dlent of It. ] udeed tbe lung would have bad a gloriou and entire part of hi kingdom to have 
contended with the rest. 

It Yel all these motives were not thought worth the engaging hi army in a dOllbtful siege; whilst 
th parliament might bolh recover the fenr that was upon tbem, and con equently allay and 
compo e the di lemp rs, which, if they did not wholly proceed Fr m, ,er ver much tren~th
en d by tbo e fears, nnd ret'ruit thei!' army; and therefore that it wa mueb belter to march IOto 
some of t009 counties whIch were most oppres ed by the enemy, and there wait ucb advantage 
as the diKtraction in and auout London would administer, except there could be some probable 
hope that Gloue ster might be got without much delay: Aod to that purpo e tbere had been 
ecrel ngitation, the effect whereof was hourly el(pected.'~-CLARENDON, II. 241. 

Thes hope, which proved very deJu iv , were founded lIpon the supp sed inclination of Colonel 
Edwflrd Ma ey, the governor of the cit • He wa a oldier of fortune, and, alLhol1gh a Scotcb
mao and a presbyterian, had fir t offered hi ervice to the kin. '1 eting with orne dis
gust, he embra ed lht' oppo ite party, nd continued t di charge hi duty to tbe parlia.. 

nt with gre t pirit nd lid lily; maklOg a con td cable gur upon various 0 'cn ions. 
until he was et aside, witb other officer 01' tl1e pre bytel'iau religion, by that. iogeniou stale
engine culled lU elf-d nying ordmance, J sey wa , indeed, one of the per ons against 
whom this memorable piece of political artillery wa principally lev lied. He was upp ed to 
bav great influ nee with the arl of E x, He afterwards embraced the royal catlSe, and was 
lieutenant general und r ClJal'Jeli Jl , ill 1651. 

Tbi tr t appellrs to hay be n the work of a pre. byterian, jealous for the honour of the sect to 
which Ma sey belonged. It contain some cw'iou parlieu! of military hi t y. 

To the Rig/tt Worshipfull tile Mayor, Aldermen, and Commoll-Cou1tcell, 'toitk tlte Bur
ges es of tIle City Q{ Glollcester. 

GE 'fLEMEN, 
SIL NT and alme times, and an equal stream of ecular affairs, are more acceptable 

to m n of the present age, because they are times of enjoyment; whereas the greater 
changes and confusions 0 the world do more delight posterity, 01' such as urvive the 
trouble of'those eban : For 'tis a pleasure to behold at uch a dist nc the rising 
and falls of natioa d their go\'ernments, a to ee the ragin:") sea from a eeure land. 
And it doth not ~ome come to pas e that an univenu,1 C'OIlCUS ion, and the haking 
of ttl pillar of the earth, dOth t it into better rame, and ettle it on a firm basi : 

o that the men of tbe former age doe labour, and tho e of the latter ent r into their 
1abou '. EveD 0 'ti tbe cataflllty of the e daye to be engaged in uch a warre, and 
the woefull attendant thereof; yet their felicity to be engaged for the highest in
tete ts in this life, which wiil exalt them, whatsoev r the successe be; and, if pros-

VOl.. v. S p 
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p rous, will make the faithfull in t.11 land a p rpetual excellency, and the joy of many 
generations. The action of the e time transcends the baron warres, and those tedi
ou di cord betweene the hou e of Yorke and Lancast r, in a much it is under
taken upon higher principle and carried on to a nobler end, and effects more univer
saIl. And in this you have acted not the lea t part, Ii r a particular government, to 
your owne . afety and honour, an I, by a generall a knowledgement, not a little to the 
pre ervation of the wll01e kingdome. Wherefore, out of abundant re peet to my deare 
native place, having collected sorn memorials of its fid lity and industry, I humbly 
present them to your view, who were witn sses of, and bore a part in those perfor
mance. I r member my own thought when we were in the height of danger, and 
ready to fan into the depth of miser , that I did eeme to r fre h myselfe in the eon
ceipt of the futurejoyou rem mbrance thereof, when we should outlive those extre
mitie. And you also must needs be abundantly satisfied ill reminding tbo e manifold 
hazards and xeg('ncies which you, by patience and per everance, ha,,-e in good mea lire 
overcome. For which cau 'e this historical relation, though it tenders itself to the review 
of all riolls men, y t unto your 'chiefly, that your joy might be yet more tull . ellher 
ought we to be so injurious to Divine Providence, as to bury or keep secret the influ
enC'e and working thereof upon the endeavours of a willing people. Hitherto you have 
rllnlle well; nothing remaine but pel'severan e, that the concluding p rt may be bless
e~ and honourable. Let your city ever flourish and pro per under the protection of 
t he Highest. 

Gentlen en, your humbly devoted servant, 

JOHN CORBET. 

Lege historire civilis apcrte satis innuit Franciscus Verulamius notanda plurima qure 
earn circumstant vitia. Dum pieri que narrationes qua dam inopes et pleLeias conscri
bant; alii particulare relatione, et commental'iolo opera festinata. et textu inrequali 
consariant ; alii capita tantum rerum gestarum p reurrant; alii contra minima quroque 
et ad summas aetionunl nihil facientia persequantur: onnulli, nimi! erga iug nia 
propria ;ndulgentia plurima auuacter confin ant: Astalii non tam in eniorum suorum, 
quam affectuum ima inem rebus imprimant et addant. partium suarum memores, re
rum parum fideles teste ; quidam politica in quibus sibi complacent, ubi que inculcent, 
et diverticula ad ostentationem qurer~ndo narrationem rerum nimi leviter interrum
pant : Alii in orationum et concionum aut etiam actorum ipsorum prolixitate parum 
cum judicio nimii sunt. 

Hrec omnia cante vivantur in historia legitima et numeris suis absoluta. 

De Augment, Scient. I. 2, c. S. 

'Verses Dta tM Siege qf Grocestel· and ColoneU Massey, lince Mqjor-General cif the JVest, 
o1ld 'OOud Lieutenant-General Q{ tile Horse jor the Reliif qf distressed Ireland, and a 

.- Mtmber if tile Honourable House qf CptmrMm8. 

So stands a rock, (rooted within the main,) 
In spite of tempe ts, whitest the waves in vaia, 
In curled beaps, which on his bosnme beat, 
Fall back in foam, and make a f"int retreat; 
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As Gloster tood against the numerou powe1"l 
Of the b si ger, who with thunder-sho ers 
Charg'd her old ribs, but vanisht like a storm, 
With their own losse, and did no more perform, 
Then quib cast in the air, which throw about 
Some furious sparks, and so in smoke go Out. 
'Twa not her trenohes which their force withstood, 
Nor river, purpled with malignant blood, 
Canon, nor bulwarks, rais'd with martiall art, 
That did secure her, but great Massey's heart; 
That was the fort no engine could beat down, 
Nor mine blow up; more trong then was the town : 
Impregnabl' as a rock, they sooner might 
Plunder the fire of heat, the sun of light, 
Then hIm of virtue; neither could reward, 
Nor battery of court-honours break his guard; 
N or prom ises no I' threats an entrance got, 
But did return as fruitl e as their shot; 
And when tl e tuell for de~ nee wa wa ted, 
Even to the last extrmes his valour lasted; 
For formidable Essex, from afar, 
Upon the mountains, (like a blazing-star,) 
Appear to the malignant, and portends 
Ruille and death; but his distressed friends 
With animating vigour he inspires, 
And warms at distance by auspiciou fires; 
As when the sun with his ascent doth cleer 
The winter tempest, and recruit the yeer. 
'Tis said the atyr fled from man agha t, 
'When he perceiv'd hi hreath at the same blast 
To cool and heat: had here that satyr been, 
He might from flames the like effects have seen. 
These courage got, and th their courage lost, 
And what to the e gave heat, to tho e was frost. 
, tead of granadoes, curse now they dart, 
With vollie of God-dammees, and so part. 
Glo ter is freed, her being and her name 
Made monuments (bra e Mas ey) to thy fame; 
Her temples and her pyramids now turn 
Thy trophies, which were like to be thy urn; 
!Vhilest we dispute which to ascribe to thee, 

An active or a pas ive victory; 
And are in doubt in which thou wert most brave. 
When tl ou didst thousands kill, or thousands save. 

Printed according to Order. 1647. 

-:An Hisloric«l ReliUion qf the Militllf'!j Govermnent of Glollcester. 

...9 

AWl "f the variety of action in the present age, the conrse of this military goVertl· 
ment w conceived not unworthy to be knowne unto mOft! than them that a?ted, or 
beheld at a nearer distance; onety the:: care of a true and meete representation held 
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his thought who hath now brought i to the publick 1i ht, and hazarded the censure 
of these knowing times. If I have fallen below the story, I hall neither be ac
ceptance nor crave pardon for a deli rate rrour; neverth 1 e, to give an accompt 
of the rlesigne i no more then th t due which all may exp ct and challenge; on Iy 
th prince of learn.in empire . re autbeotick in the very nam , aud lequire an un
controlled passe, without a preface, to u her them; but who oev rowe re peet and 
duty to th world, hi ob el'vanc will plead f r the necessity of a r all introduction. 

The relation, therefore, brio! to r mt:mbrance the affair of a partic ul ar com. 
mand, which as yet hath not been the meaDe t part of th pre ent warfare, th event 
whereof all Christendome may expect with admiration and horr UI'. 'Tis one branch 
of the histor of the e times, which ha pily may be vi ed in e erall parcell, better 
then in on entir body; for uch a chronicle, if it hall duely expre e the rise and 
progr s of things, mu t needs be perplexed with multiplicity of interwoven dis
cours ,wll n three kingdome a\'C ingaged, and no part in eith r of them tand free, 
a <\ ectators onely, of the common c lamity; that the worke mu t either swell into . 
a bllike mishapell and burden orne, or lye too narrow to compriz the severall part in 
t heir ju t aud perfect mea ure. But many sin Ie narration doe more exactly delineate# 
gi,·c the truest colours, am) put upon thing the rno t unsuspected visage. General 
111 tOl Ie doe eldome approach th fountlli of action, aRd th ir glos e, though b au
tllull. ) et more dull, cano told orth that llative race and lu tr ; wherea theJe 
appeare in particular branch s those lively sparklin~, and more ecret motion of life 
Bnd heate, which trike upon that fancy and int lIeet that can behold and reach them: 
De -ide, til y that gather up so many divided plot ( are now acted) into one modell. 
al'e wont to endeavour after a smoother path, a g ater harmony, and more exact sym
metry of part ; whereas the face of thing i con cious of m r di proportion, some
times a confu ion of bu in e. and the e erall soon may ea jJy werve from the 
originall plot ; but the divided parts, dra n in ev fall, art 110t 0 coo train d and 
rackt, but com naked and more imple, and h w that the reason of the arne coun-
ells is on in the enate or conclave, another in th field; di c v r the failing or the 

era e-workin of contrivance : ho , in the mid t 0 action, til maine land-marke 
are waved, and many grand projec s n er reach their peri . Out of all hieh the 
comparing faculty of a jl diclou oln rver n1ay n ct the mis.guidance or tlefeet of 
policy, and ee how tl pe rcing ubti · of wit are brok oJ batt red by the 
course of thin s more knotty, ruoe, ao iol nt: d thi i the life of hIstory, that 
ou ht to declare the delinquency of tate, as well s it accompli hment and per· 
~ etion. 

If t1l materialls of the worke be questioned, whether fit to e drawne up into one 
r gular and compa.cted whole, and t make a tanding monument, we al 0 know that 
nothing in this kinde is to be thrust upon tb orld, sine hi tory doth intend to yra· 
tiDe the futur time with th rem mbranc of thos thing on ly which pru lent men 
d sire and cIaime from such a pret d an in rest and portion in th tr asure of 
knowl dge: It beare, therefore, b for i nothing more th n the thin it elfe ive 
forth, aod which may finde ace ptanee with severer wits; for not onely the remark
able cbange of the uoiverae, th gr 110 periods of kiogdomes and common-w alths, 
th chie£ and turning points of state-aftaires, but particular plat-formes, li\'7e , ex.
amples, and emergent occasion also, are to be ob rved, and laid up for posterity. 
More yet :-Tho particularities and minute passages are they that come home to 
mens bU6ioes e, approach their experience, and guide their cour ; but things more 
grand ancnofty s m~ to be tnrned. u~~ the wheel~s of proyidence, t?0 hi!{h for the 
imitation of men. 1 he orke of a pohtlck or martJaU man 18 to fi e hiS deSign • and 
then to ex~t the accompli8hment, not by ooe udden or great atchievemeut. but 
by a ies of many particles, aud through an infinite variety of emer&c$lt occaaioDJ, 
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and at last the maine turning point fall in by the over-ruHn power of the univer II 
cau e: uch are properly the werkes of men, into which they ou~ht to enquire and 
sear h. ide, the chiefe skill is not the gene raIl knowledge of tbe maine under
taking, but a certaine dexterity in meetino- every point, in working tbroll h many 
maz sand windin ,since sundry pas ages of small purport intervene, to di turbe OT 

p"omove it. Experience tells that many universall 5chollars are the most uncouth 
per ons to civill irnployment; which so happens, becau they study bookes more then 
the course of busine se, in which they gaze upon hi 1'b objects, and binde them elve 
to the riged observance of received canons; that if they venture among t m n, upon 
a Ii J'ht accident unexpected, they sticke in the mire, 01' runne a wrong cour e. We 
eli like not the taking up of well-tryed principles: Onely oy example of all art must 
we learne to except and distinguish, and, by can equence, to use or abate the riaour 
of politicall maxims: nei ther doth it eldome come Lo pa se that inferioul' things over
rule, and a circumstance may be predominant .From such a low bottomc and meane 
b ginning are great thing raised, and as their vertic1e POlDt come in an instant, so may 
they be turned upon a weake and slender hinge; yet w meane not those circumstances 
that are the inseparable attendants of every naturall action, but onely such as are 
worthy, and have a morall influence; all which shun their understanding who re pect 
onely great and excelse obJects; which, peradventure, may flourish ·with ostentation 
and pompe, but if applyed unto the life of man, bring forth an effect like the birth 
of the. mountaines. And here we tender a naked comentary and true rehearsall of 
tho e things as deserve 110t wholly to be forgotten. If it be not full of rare cbange , 
which m ~y grace the compo ure, and affect the reader, yet doth it give the full 
draught of a martiall command, and a true copy of the thin it intend to expresse: 
It bath this advantage, in common with others of the like nature, that it can come 
forth to the oeo ure of th pre ent age without the guilt and shame of mistakes or 
flatterie. Authors more universall could never gaine to be stiled the writers of un
questionable veri tie • for they see at a greater distance, and by a more ob cure and 
duskey light: Certainly a nearer approach, and ome kind of interest, is required of 
bim that desires to shew not onely orne tracke and foot-step, but the expre e image 
of tbin ; for whatsoever pas e from hand to hand, though upon the most undu
bitable auth.ority, proves at the best but the image of a picture ; for the be t wit that 
takes things, thou h upon the surest tl'U t, must needs fall short of the copy by whicb 
he write ; if not in b auty, yet in the truth and life thereof. The onely danger in 
such a are intres ed is, lea t they be partialJ to their own side, or make tbe discourse 
more lofty then the tage can reach; which mi ch'efe the deUb rate thoughts of a se· 
riou man can prevent, and tell him that the unvayling of the clefects and mi fortune 
of his owne party doth evince the sincerity of the reJation, and graceth it with more 
variety then what the continuall streame of the height of gallantry and ut'C can 
yeeld; and, which is rno t of all, doth demon trate, that, at ome times, the de igne 
w laid upon the principle of rea on, nd pro eeuted with industry; wher a con· 
tinuaU VIctory i attributed to a cel'taine hidd n telicity, and th bounty of Provi. 
deuce. Affection, therefore, receive a check from that man who is more true to his 
OWDe faction and ends then to transgres e again t the honour of that worke h take 
in hand. 

A' for thi military government, the power hereof hath rested in one command, a 
therefore doth more easdy clo e into a single f: l\me, yet not in a mooth aud equal 
straine, but di tingui~hed by many rises and fall : 'Tis a branch almo divid d from,/1 
the maine tocke, and hath been put to live and ct of it elfe; neverthele e a bra 
till, and enlivene,l by the authority of the kingdome overai "n pow r, from which 

it receiv all influence, both of support and gUidance: But it (11 lance from the 
~n of powe bad derived upon the trustee a more free command, and mad 
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vay for the pert ct worke of a souldi r, t oth counsell and action; which i th sure 
way to make 1I h command both acti,,'e and pro p rou . 

'h eate h r of lye in the hear of the enemi country, like a forlorn hope, and is 
maintained, not 0 much fur it owne sake, or that 0 much ground mi ,11t lye under 
a parliament power, but to di ide the king' as 0 'iation, to top his recrutt' , to cattef 
J)i force, and contiuually to distract th de i "nes of that army. Experience is wit
ne of how gr at oncernment it hath been to the safety of the commonwealth : 
Not on place in the kingdome of England hath so much exhausted the enemies 
army, nor hath the like advantage to ruine it: 1t an paine th m at the heart: 'Ti 
a iii' kindl d in tb ir bowel, that might eate out their strength, had it been the 
felicity 0 th tat to ha e ent hither a part of tho great supplies which have been 
el -wher expen(\ d, an don little towards the conclusion of the great worke. 

If t111 collection hall pre ent any thing that corne home to a civill life, or the 
'mploym nt of n souldi r; if it hall brin to mind acceptable service, and cause 
th people to rem mb r the day of' small things, with the power of active and faith
full ndearour. that 0 rve and follow the Divine Providence, I hall not faile of my 
end: aDd 1 know that this my adventure is no more then what the action doth de-
erve, and the world may challenge. 

THE ioO'agemen of th city of Gonce t r in tbi common cau e of religion and 
liberty iirst be an \\"h n the hou es of parliament deolar d to the klDgdome th ir ra-

olution of a defen lve war; neith r were its principall and active men drawne in by 
inferiour and atci otall moti es, but quickened by the same principles, in th maine, 
tl at did enliv n and actuate th upr m court; cxpres ing in themselve th very 
motion of a parliamentary spirit, by an absolute and greedy compliane ith every 
act tha breath d toward tbe perfect health of the state: the several! rem on trances 
of both hou e were recei ed WIth all due re p ct, wher s no declaration ent from 
the oth r part found the courtesie of a formall ent rtainm nt. It hath b De the 
honour of that civill government, n °er to b guilty of the lea t act of dis ervice 
against that cau e which their heart wi h mi ht pr vaile and pro per = Therefore, 
wh n th fire kindl d and omented by je uited papists and their adherents wa blowne 
up into a flam, a d tb be of two parties appeared within thi realme, the city 
of GlOllcester determined nol to tand neutrall in action, but 0 adhere unto one 
party, with hich they re olved to stand or fall; ncces ity r quiring no Ie se; which 
affection improve into vertu. The acknowleduement of it~ owne adv ntage in i
tuation nd trength importuned a more timely declaration, least, by it elfe neglected, 
i t houl b seiz d by the nemy, w 10 e eye was upon it. and 0 cast into perp tuaU 
bondage. AI 0, the greate t I art 0 th country con ellted, aud re 01 ed to main
tain th if birth-riuht , in the defence of the priviledges and power of parlIament, 
against all invasion of usurpation and tyranny. 

During th king preparation in the north, they attempted (according to the 
lenderoe of al beginning) to put them elves into a posture of oefence, and ex· 

6pected tbe in tructions of parliament. And whereas the ordinance of militia was the 
first pretended ground of difference betweene his majesty and the hou es, .( tiley d • 

iring uch officer in whom the state might confide, and the king refu ing to deprive 
them that by bim e1 e were intrusted,) when the rent wa once made, a greater neu- ity imp} aded the execution of that ordinance: Wh reupon the 1.ord ay was, by 
order f parliament, appointed lord. lieutenant : A commi ion w likewi~e granted 
ypJ:o divers gentlemen tor deputy-lieutenant ; many whereof dr w back, and shunn d 
the imployment, that the power for the most part re ted in the m mber of tbe house 
of common for thi county, by whose couDtenanc m ny co panies of volunteers 
"'trf! f4liSCd, then called the militia bands, aud led by luch captain~ as tbe embryo 
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of the warre could afford. But the first undertaking was more jocund then the pro
gress ; as oft times it comes to pas e that a military pompe and appearance of bravery 
doth affect anrl raise up many feeble spirits, who quickly lye flat, when they begin 
to feele the stubbornesse and cruelty of warre. 

The commission of array did not adventure to tendet' itselfe to the people: It was 
about to be offered to their liking at Cirencester, by the lord Chandos and some 
other disaffected ~entlemen, but was stifled in the birt.h, and crusht by the rude hand 
of'the multitude, oefore it saw the light. The chiefe abettor thereof was Ii e to suffer 
violence by the meanest of the people, whose fury cOllstrained him to promise, and 
give, uncter his hand, that he would never more deale in the bnsinesse. But whell 
they saw that this lord had escaped their hands by a secret conveyance, they were 
the more enraged, and waxed cruell against his accoutrements and furniture. and 
whatsoever of IllS was left behind; delighting in a contumelious evenge and rustick 
triumph. Such w7re the eflects of that fur,r that to?ke hold on the iguoble ~L1ltitude. 
in whom not alwales the deepe euse of thctr owne IDterests doth provoke tillS extasie 
of passion, but, peradventure, a slighter accident and unexpected turning of the fancy 
sets them in a hurry, when thei r in olency becomes intollerable, and they glory to 
vent their humours, by reason of an u uaU restraint and subjection. evertheJesse 
they have produced good effects; aDd oft times a more undescerned'guidance of. su~ 
periour agents turnes them to the terrour .of the enemy, and all unexpJecable selfe .. 
ingagement upou the common people, winch prudent men promote and maintaine, 
yet no fartber then themselves can over.rule and mod rate. H ereupon the full streame 
of the country runnes for the ordinance of the militia, and against the kings declara
tions and commission of array. But since we are now upon the beginning of action, 
it will not be fl'om the matter to declare the grounds of that affection which the 
country did expresse, and were common unto them with many parts of the kin dome 
that were devoted to the same cause, but might appeare in a gr~ater degree, and have a 
clearer evidence in the presen t example. Most men, therefore .. did undoubtedly foresee 
greater hopes of liberty from the parliament then the kings party; in so much that 
there appeared in all the states adhearents .an inbred propen~ity to freedome; but a de
sire of vast do~inion,. digOlty, re~el)(TeJ or rapine . in them that tooke t~ the contrary 
faction; by which thiS country did seeme well disposed to comply With the parlia. 
ments grand designe; for there was no excessive number of power-fun gentry; who, 
for the most part, care not to render themselves the slaves of princes, that they also 
might rule over their nei hbours as va saUs: But the inhabitants consisted chiefly of 
yeomen, farmers, petty free-holders, and uch a use manufactures that enrich the 
country, ~nd passe thr?ugh the .hands of a !llu.ltitude; a .ge~eration of men truely 
laborioWl, Jealous of then propertIes, whose pnnclpaJl ayme JS ltberty an I plenty; and 
whilst in an equall ranke with their neighbours, they desire ouely not to be oppre sed, 
and account themselves extreamely bound to the world, if they may keepe theil' owne. 
Such, t.herefore, oontinually thwart the intentions of tyrannie) unto whiGh they onely 
are moulded, who, detesting a close, hardy, and indu trio\ls way of living, doe eate 
their bread in the sweat of other men, anp, neglecting a secure , estate, I'ejoyce rather 
ill the height of .fortune, though inconstant and dangerous. Such i the predominant 
humour of g7ntlemen in a corrupt~d age. Besid s, the ~ountry-man had of his owne, 
and did not live by the breath of illS great land-lord; neJther were the poore and need 
at the will of the gentry, but ob erved tho men by whom those manu actures were 
maintained that kept them alive. By which meaIies it came to pas e that n ither they 
of the middle ranke nor the needy were devoted to the e. alllples of the gentlemen who./" 
turned back, betrayed their ~ru, t, (and are alwaie more apt to be corrupted, or mis~ 
taken in judging of the common interest,) but had learned to reverence their liberties, . 
and to acknowledge their native .happine$Sc •. 
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Dut 80m higher cau e had a O'reater influence on the endeavours of many for a welt
bounded freedom and regular priviledges-a knowleclg of things pertaining to divine 
wor hip, according to lbe maine principle of the hristian profession. Which reli
gion i not according to the will of man, bnt grounued upon an unchangeable and 
eternal truth, and doth indisp n ably binde every soule to one law perpetuall and con
stant. Thi, therefore, doth trongly implead the uecessity of external priviledg s in 
her profes ors ; and tbouO'h it doth not destroy the kingdomes of the world, nor usurpe 
a great r liberty tllan humane lawes will easily grant, yet it will not give away its na
tive right; and it hath, moreover, in its nature, an irreconcileable enmity against arbi
trary government, and will worke its selCt out of bondage, when the felicity of the 
times shall gi\·e P " 'er, and a lawfllll call. And in this kind of knowledge this city and 
county wa mor happy than many other parts of the kingdome, by means of a prac
tical mini try; which hath not only its powerful working in divine things, but doth 
a1 0 inable vulgar capacities mol' litly to apply themR Ive to such thing as conceme 
the life of a moral man: And al though each per on thu informed reacheth not the 
rl pth of reason , yet he can compr hend the truth thereof, and jealollsie make him 
th mol' quick- ighted. Thus ha\'e we found that the common people addicted to 
the king en"ice have com out of blinde Wales, and other dark comers of the land ; 
but the more knowing ar apt to contradict and que tion, and will not ea ily be brought 
to th bent. For thi cau e the ambition of tbe times hath endtavoured the undel'
mining of true r liO'ioll, to promote a blind and irrationall worship, that might bring 
forth an ignorant and slavish generation of m~n; which kinde of bOlldage the meane t 
person that perf ormes a rea onaule ervice cannot but resent and feare. 

Yet omethin~ there wa that might deba e and infeeule their spirit, (the plague 
and mi chiefe of the whole reahne,)-a grosse ignorance and supine neglect of military 
discipline; there bing no ground tor the tudy and exerci e of armes, that might 
k epe the body 0 the state in health and vigour. Nor is it unlikely t1 at extreame 
vas alage wa th end of that long sluggish pace; when the nation could not ha\'e 
been more happy then in ome just and hODourable WQrre with forraigne part, though 
1l0W none more miserable, by rea on of thes civil broyles, that t are the bowel, and 
cate up th tr n th of the kingdome. 'Ti no shame, ill th pro rres e of time, 
to look backe upon the beginnin of actjon. The trained bands, accounted the maine 
support 0 tbe realm, and bulwork against une 'peeled invasions, were effeminate in 
courage, ~nd UOCQ abl of disc~pli ,b cau e th ir whole CO\lf e of life WCiS alienated 
from warlike employment; ill 0 m ch that YOUl) and active pirits were more pertect 
by the experience of two daies ser ic Wherefore th se Olell might ea ily r pine at 
oppression. and have a will to pre er e them eIve i yet a small body of de perate ca· 
valiers miO'ht overrunD and ruine them at their pleasure. tne professed souldiers 
were enL down from the parli ent to settle these and the militia band ; who had 
thi 0 ely according to the rules of warre-to be gat ered under severall captaine , 
and many of them into the forme of a regiment; which dispo jtion might fit tb ~ fOI' 

Ai uddaine 1'\1ce, and the \Tery posture conferee something 0 a warlike spirit. 
With'n the city of Gloucestel' one com any of "olullt er was added to th traYll d 

hand, and om peecc of ordinance ob ined from London and Bci toll, which wer 
then receiv d ith univ rsall amazement by an inland people, th ugh not long after 
they grew familiar wlth their terrible exec tion. M aue while 1)1 city wa open on 
tllft'e parts at least, and haa 0 coasiderable defence, ouely capable thereof by advan
ta e of situations. The citizen, did mai.uly sbew their care and a.ifect;ion in fortifyin 

11f;l. towne; a worke both exptoliive and tedious; being f great cOJDpa se, and raised 
nom the groulld. During these things the enemy came 110" re ow: .!wellilJg ; we 
heard of them afarr oa~ but liu thought that the cloud of blood ould be biowile 
from the north, and .settle over ¥s. upon whom. d; a{terw'&l'd. bl! iDtp .0 JU Y 

1 



Alil'tory Tracts. S05 

~howres; that thi place should become the seate of warre, and the stage of action; 
that tht'l1 lying open to a free commerce with the wodd, it hould be shut up ome
times in trict cu.,t dy, out still under a larger confinement, and beleagured at a dis
tance, in the mid t of the king head gaI'J'I~0I1s. 

At that time the I'umolll's of warre aud hr~t acts of ho')tility qnickly filled the eares 
and ton,!.u(:" of people: Alarm were then taken at a gl' alel' distance; and the fil' t 
was glv n from the nf'ighblllll' city of \Vorce 'tel', by five hundred of the king bor e, 
which entered tbe towne, and at that sea on were not the lea 't part of hi maje tte 
force: His whole str ngth could not amollnt to the numher ofaju'ltarmy, acconhng 
to the slender proIJortion ot those times; neither could they march like a stand per- . 
feet body, but flasht throllgb tile lalld, as tbe lightnin cr that strikes from one quarter 
of the heaven to the other. The noy~e of a nearer enemy rai ed the volunteers of the 
country, who marched, uncleI' the cond llet of ome gentlem .n, towards Worcester, 
expecting to meete colonell Nathaniel Fiennes with a 5trength of hoI' 'e ; but colonell 
Fiellne had faced the towne, and drawne off before the advallce of our foote; and 
thcy also retreated, having done nothing, but so meanely prepared tor tlse service, that 
they were much bounel to the enemy that they fcll no out of the city, and cut them 
in peece ', The same volunteers came 01 the econcl time, and were to joine once more 
with colonell Fiennes, who retllrned With a greater strcnoth of hal' ~ and dragoone, 
under th command of colonell and, and now al 'o prevented our foot: Theyattempt-
ed the on et, and approached the towne with much speed and confidence, on the 
Welch Side of the Seavern ; suppoiting tIle earle of Essex at band to a ault tIle 
other ide; but were m erJy deluded I,y a fal 'e message from the enemy, with a signal 
accordm )'Ly given; at which instant of time prince Itupert .uTiveci at \Voreester. Dy 
meane of thi deceit the horse rush upon an ambusl:adu, when, through the straight-
ne se of the passag , fir t over a bridge, then through a narrow lalle, n Itller the real'e 
could be brought up, 1101' the all n lake a rcll'eat, 'Twas an hot 'kirmi h. and per
formed with ufiicient gallantry on our part, b them that came up; wher pel' ons 
of vallie wer laine nd taken, th(' rt t w boll rout d, and fl ed, in COl) 'UitiOll, farre 
b 'yond the re eh of a per uite, 'fhl victory \\'a 01 n r at ('011 equencc to the enemy. 
becau 'e the om n and first ii'uit of the vaITe, Upon this th kin torce , hearmg 
of the approach of the parli:lment army, immediatel," qi.lltted t.he towne: ' 0 they 
shift d from place to plat' ,smc their inconsi lela.ble tlumher would scarce allow them 
to erre t any garrison: Yet they encrea. ed by their motion and qUick di patch; 
gathered the L'\, ugth of the countrie a~ they pas d along and withall overcame 
the conl lllpt of th ir mall number, and by tl'cquent e. ' e'lition oam ·d the repute 
of a party not e~ sily to be v nqui hed, This th y acted while the parliament army 
lay till, or march d aGcording to the Iv v pace of a gr ater b ld, The da after 
the skirmi h, the arle of E ex filtered Wor est r with his whole powcr, and there 
continu d a moneth pace; eut forlh 'cverall partie, as tb lord tantol'd Lo Here
ford, to prevent the force of. uth Walt:, whiht the king lay about hre\ bury, 
and raised himselfe to such au army a~ was able to deale ith, and endanger that maine 
powel' rai ed by the parliament. 

After the famous battaile at dg . hill, the first large fifld of blood 111 the e civill 
waITes, though the king rmy w s there mudl broken, y t hi- trength increC\S d, 
and Illultitud(·s bt:gan to ·Jonke toward nllll, a ' on t least-wise po ' ible not to b~ 
0\ ereom ; and in t.hi. aLra l~C COl fluen '1' of mcu, hI army emed like that tabulotis 
gel eration thilt sprung out of th teeth of th,u mt' n ~erpt nt buried in the earth. 
The 11t'~Jectetl eUt'lIIy Uecom~ formidable, and the patlm01( nl tore s may de ire tht:..! 
iirst ao\' llta~e, but have sufficiently I 'arnecl that tu gn:e th fir t blo\v i not again t 
thl It w uf a cleteu:li\e wallt': 1 he hOJ)e1ii lit a lIbit:ulel)US el'vi e ale 10 t, and the king
dOll,(' I ' U au aen.jule that tbeir peace aud liberty will cost lUU h bloud. Bo,h the 
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_rmies begin to take up their winter quarters in the mo t dden ihie places, and :for 
1he most part are '!etled accollling to the aff~ctions and engaO'emellts of the people. 

olouell rhoma Es ex marched into GI~)Uce ter, with the command of two regiment 
of foote, as go ernour of the town ; but a y t the d puty-lieutenants had the ole 
command of th county. 1;"0\1r w ekes bad not pa 'ed 10 this gov mnH'nt, but colo
nell Essex wa commanded to Bri toll, to secure and ettle that city, of so great con
cernment, both b ea and land, and at that time much di tl'acted betw en the well
affected and malignant parties. So it wa that the king cans and party were favour
ed by two x.lr ames in that city; th one th wealthy and powerfull men, the other 
of tb bas st and 10 est ort, but disgu ted by the middle ranke, th tru and hest 
citizens. Thu the pr ent state of things bad taught Dlen to <.Jistingui h betw en 'the 
tl'ue common of the realm and the ~l'e rg of the people; the one the mo t vehement 
a erlors of publick liberty, but the other the first ris of tyrannicall government, and 
the foot-stool upon which princes tread when th y asc nd the h ight of monarchy. 
III that ity many of the rich men ,~ere disaffected to reformed religion, and some 
i110r powerfull wer con ciou of d Imquency; other upbraided th m eh es with their 
own publicke disgrace, and therefore did DlUl'h distaste the waies of the parliament · 
and the needy multitude, be ide their natural hatred of good older, were at the de: 
votioll of the ri ·h men. These. therpfore, 'egan to raise c IllmotlOll , and heannc:r of 
the ad ' ance of th forces rom Glou e ' 1', flocked tog th r aft I' a 1 unlultuary r:an
ner, hu~ up the gates. ut chiefl guarded that port wher they expected an entrance 
would b mad, and plauted man ordnance again t the approach Of our men, with a 
full resolution to fire upon them. Th y weI' exp 't d in tne evening; bllt coloneU 
Es e had intelligence of the e preparations, and from a part within was directed to 
march that ni~bt to another gate, (then lleO'I cted by tb multitude,) that should be 
set open. Till was p rformed accordingly j and betime in tile Illornmg he ntered 
the city with his two regiments, be ides great number out ot' this coullty. and in an 
in tant surprized the mutineers, and qua he(1 the busines e without (Irawing of bloud. 

The city of Gloucester was againe Idt nak d, till the t:urle of ' talll fllrd marched 
hither with his regiment of foot, and two troopes of hoI's, from H retord. The earle 
himselfe wa commandt'd into the we t upon hi first arrivall, but hI regiment de
signed for this city, under th command C)f lit:utt!nant-coloneli Mas ie; first a ' deputy
~ov mour under the lord tamtc)rd1 aft twards WIth the power in hiruselh:; which, 
tor the space of two yeares and six moneth I ontinued an unlOt 1T1lpted and happy 
government: The providenc of God and th~ felicity of the place so over ruling, that 
that country which should endure the brunt, sustaine 0 many violent shocks, and 
bear lip under the kings who1 army, should lJe defend d by a commancier whose ex
perirnc , fidelity, and ~alour, with indefatigable care and industry, might answer the 
expectation of so great a trust; a 8i led with ~hat regiment, whose very name proved 
a tenou!' Lo the euemy, and 10llg enjoyed the honour of the most ancient r giment in 
the parliament armY1 tl ough broken, orne, and worDe out with extraordinary liuty 
aDd service. And because the mere pomp of military preparations, and the hopes of a 
sudden victory being now past, the: warre hath put on a blacker visage, and the sad 
effects thereof come home to these part, it ia meete \0 presse what was the !>tltte of 
the country at that time. The inhabitant of tbi county had openly engaged them

Ives in the tate service, nor a yet had they any thought of repenting, though cast 
into the midst of au inraged enemy. OxfOrd is the king·s head garrison; Herefurd
,liire possessed by hi forces, upon the ~nt removal of the earle of Stamford into Glou

ter; Worcester liath already entertained a strength; Wales rise on the kiqg be
. halfe,o.by tbe po er Of the lord . rbert; the earle of Essex, with hi army, is drawne 

towards London; tbe ~rJiament orees in tbe we&t have their band full; and there 
lemalne in theae parta.~t .kiagdome ullely two brQken rtgjmeut. at Br· toU, which 
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wa much distracted br intestine divisions, and one regiment at Gloucester; ,so tha' 
the rno t RlenNel' guarl was left opon the e part whcl'e th enemy resolved their chiefe 
game for the winter action. And If this country mu t be preserved, it must be done 
by the volunteers, which were y t a a cake not turned; a kinde of ouldiers not 
wholly drawn off from the plow or. domesticke employment ; having neither re olu
tion nor upport suitahle to the service. Hut the O'reate t defi ct was the want of abl 
and experienced officers; neither had they any commander-in-chiefe qpon whom the 
hearts of the people might fasten. . 

Amid t these thing. the strength of th county \Va drawne to Cirence ter, a fron
teer to~ne towards the kings head quarter ' then made a garrison, to prevent the in .. 
cursioll' of the nemy, as well to pre erve the country from ruine, a to arlvance 
the puulicke ervice. Colonell Fettiplace lIad the command of th1 garri on, under 
whom some train d bands and volunteers were (Iraw ne into a r glm nt; and two com
panies of the lord Stamford regiment were added, to encourage the businesse: A 
few hor e and dragoone were rai' d at the free charO'e of the country; and the re t of 
the militia were to a sist upon all appearance of dan rer, All thing were trans
acterl in a more voluntary, but Ie e regular way. The bu ines e chiefly l'f-sted on ir 
Robert Co ke. sir. John Seamore, rna. t r N, Lballiel Stephens, ma ter Edward tephens, ' 
mastel' Thon)as Hodges. with the re t of the deputy-lieutenants; and eUing a ide 
these men, with some gleanings of the gentry, the yeomen, farmer, cloathiers, and 
the whole middle ranke of the people were the onel) actIve men. The gentle
men in generuH rien ed their concurrence; di certing their country either by open en
mity or detestable l1eutmlity; and from the major part no better fmite wa to be J ok
ed for iu a degenerale age; when in many of them their appeared an hatred of the 
commons, and a trong disposition to the ends of tyranny. Others there were not 
wholly aver e from the good ()f the commonwealth; whose enmity was grounded in 
r Ii ion, which obtained the InO t eminent place in the parliaments caus. The u
per titiou adoring of th ir old way imbittered th ir spirits a ,iutlt reformed religion, 
which to th 111 eemed a peevi h affectation of novelty, b ides the hatrecl and teal' of 
ecclesia ticall discipline. But the greate t Dumber, neither driven by ambition nor 
th spirIt of blind ztale, oneJy re olving to be true to themse1ve~, de erted the tate, 
with ome inchnations to the contrary faction; ret'lecting on their estate invironed 
with the king country, neare the: heart of hi strength, and farre from parliamentary 

. supphes: B sid , the \'~olence and quick dispatch of the king army, with the lo\v 
performances of our country agent, after the space of an ordinary legall cour e in 
those extremiti s, did much de terre them. The country complained of their principall 
Olen, for the neglect of taxe , and the entlemen miO'ht happily ee the grudgings of 
the country io the payment of tho e taxes, (for the common p 'ople are al aies cove
tou , though well-affected,) and forbeare to urge what oever mi ,.ht eli ta te the people, 
or eros the parliaments accu ~om d moderation. W nch slow deliberations did Jes en 
the esteem of the ,ervice in the hearts of many. 

The C SIOO of the di affected gentl men did ca t an asper ion that coulu not 
sticke, that the bu int:: e was deserted by kllowing rn n, and pro,ecuted by a rah and 
confused multitude: Wher a uy no one thiuJ could it more evidently app are to b 
the cau"~ of tile commonwealth, then by the acknowledgement of th whole bo(ly of 
the common, whicb i more honest and wist: in things of publicke concernemellt; tor 
though tht-,y be very weake one hy one, yet. brought tog ther, they ballaoce ea~h 
other; ano when no man hath power to Improplldt mu 'h, ach man expe ts only 
proporti()nablt.' snare:: in the puhlicke Interest. ' ei \ her I their judg ment and forebight. 
to be undt'l\alued. who are apt to dl cerne any Ihmg- that concerne themselves, Btu,~ 
being ullitt!<i, are nollike to taile ~ for they have the be:. t eltpCrlel)('~, and are u erly 
affe:c . th~ woe or weale of the statc, ami 0 may sornetlluc;, Judge bettt:r then 
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tho e that uid it; as h that u th the house can better judge th reof than the build
er, and th pilate of Lh rem th n th carp uteI'. And although the have not the 
fir t and 010 t excellent part of knowled to finde out, and by them elve to und r
stand the ruJ 8 of (TOVernmeot, yet have th y the cond part, which is at 0 excdtent, 
to jud~e aright of thinO', propos d j and jf not made fit for the yoke, by dep nd nee 
011 the gentry, can discover the frand that lie under the faire pr text. But the gen
tlemen, depri ing the meaner peopl of their due prot etion, blemi hed the reputa
tion of tl1 ir fatnlli ,and ero, cd the end of their honour' anil posse sions, which, in a 
well ord r d tat, are giv n for a helter to the und r hrub, that ome generous 
spirit ne rt'r th com mOllS mjO' It keepe off the 1Dvallion of princes; and whose power 
wa mo t desired in such an' xeO'enee, to gatb r up the scattering of the people, and 
keep them unl ed; who, for want of this cpncurrence, were of lesse strength and 
vigour. 

'u 11 wa the face of this countr ,now r(>ady to receive the first shocke of the enemies 
. fur. About the first of January, 164!<!, the maine trength of the kings army came be
fore irenc st 1', pTepar d and re 01 ed to torme it; yet they oncJy faced the towne, 
and after two daies w re trungel, tak 11 off; ither di 'abled by the extreame colcl on 
the hills, or some sudclaine mi forlune, or daunted by the shew of unanimity and reso~ 
lution in the people, or 1 e clouded in h ir thought., by the secret will of God, in 
the nic of actIOn, that th r maJe 1I0t the lea t att mpt, but tllreatned an after-clap. 
A few daies after, Ollr for e had their desiglle upon LIddy castle, at that time kept by 
()aptain Bridg , in th behalf of tit lord Chando , Lieutenant·colon 11 1\la !>ie was 
intru ted with the manAge of thi action; who dT w from Glonce tel' a party 01 three 
hundred mu ketteer , with two akres, a isted with foure core hor!>e, and four com
panie of dra oones from irenct' tel', uy order of a coun dl of warre lldd th "r , and 
consent of th d puty·Ii uteuant, Ther were in the castle neere threescore souldlers, 
, ith provision and amOlulution ufficieut. O\1\' meu drew up befol it in the v ning, 
made everal hot, and t he canon dat sOllle x( cut ion. Th aUJe oi ht ummolls 
was given: the n my r fu ed to rtndt>l' \Ipon qualter, but c.'I'a cd time till the n xt 
day, which in part wa grant d: uards were set upon them nil night. The next 
morning our men were drawne out to \Iluk an a au lt: Bed and wool-pa ks were 
fetched out of the neighbourhood, which lhe, tumbled htl()le, aud a\ed th m dve 
from hot. Th~ hoI' e and drago e cam up before the foot approached the vall, 
and po e t tbems Iv of a garden under tht' (' tie, aod got lay and straw, which 
they fir d, that the smoake, driven b lhe wind, sm()th~rt.'d tbe hou:,e, in the harlow 
of which the Qrdnance were brought up ulldi co J'('d, and planted against the weak
est part f th ca II ; which, when th euel1lY I erc ived, they oUi,ded a parley, and 
immediately rendred upon agr em nt. The conditions were, that all might have li
berty 0 per on, an.d pa~ e to tl1 i1' 0\ n louhe , I avinO' lht'lr armes uehil1d, and taking 
an oath lley I' to serve again L the parliament: 'j JI compouuded al 0 for the goods 
in the h Ube, for which they wer to pay five hundred pound within sixe dales, ot to 
leave th III Q free prize to th 8Oul(liel'. 

Within two daies after, prince Itupel't fae d udely with about foure thou and horse 
nd foote, pretending an attempt to regaine it. but in the meane time marched his 

artillery towards eireocesler. Lieutenant-colon U M flie made provision to maintaine 
the ca tIe, by taking in water, and atore of hay and corne; and having left there 

Jieutenant-coionelll"orbes, with a sufficient guard, him elft retreated to Gloucester, The 
prince. with his force, kept the hills, and after three daies fell beforeCirellccster, a 

- stragling and open towne, neither well f()l-tified 1101' oapable of defence. The cham-
_.paigue country rouDd about \Vas most advantageous to the horse, in which the tne

lea tren~h did chiefly con ist, and which Was tuen wbolly wanting to that garri
n; for their hone aud dragOQDes wer sent to the taking of Sudely; most of their 
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officers were drawne out upon tbat service. except the captaines of the volunt erg; and 
Ii utenant-co1on Il Kal're was the onely e 'perienced ouldier left there; their canoneer 
were wanting; the common souldierll quite off the hinge ; either cowardly or mutin
ous. The storme rose when least feared by the mi erable people, who bad not ended 
the joy of their late deliverance from as great a power, but strangely diverted; ana 
though they were till in the arne danO'er upon the rever e of the army, yet were th 
not capable of the least distrust. till the torme hovered 30'aine; eithcl' upposing them
selves inviocibl • or b defiance to have baflerl a wary enemy, that fall backe, and waites 
his time, to r tume with greater fury. On the second of February the towne was a -
saulted and taken. The first and maine as ault wa made on a hou e a fliO'ht- hot from 
the town. which was defended by a hundred l1lU keteers for an houres pace, against 
two re iments of foot and a regiment of hor 'e, which were led on by the prince; till 
at lenoth, ha\'iuq- drawne up th ir mu keteers, and by granado s firetl the barne and 
ricks, ~and smothererl the guard, the nemies hoI' e drove their foote before them, en
tl~ed the streetes by maine force, and po ,est themselves of the garrion within two 
houn:s. Yet it co t th m the liv s of many, nmong"t whom the 'Velchm n were 
reported to ufler the greatest slau hter, who in that al my wer n continual acrifice 
to the sword . .Each guard mad re itanc:e according to the officer valour and expe
rience. The ouldi~l' of the arle of tamfords regimen t had act d til be t part, out 
thAt they were mo 't put to the sword when the townf wa entred, except tho that 
by flight had their live given them for a prey. Some f w be ide <Itfended their 
guards a while; hut the pas ag s were many and open, and the enemy soone came upon 
their backe, A for lhe country men, their houre was Dot yet come, neither lIad they 
quitted uch emplo) IneDt a did cufeeul their spirit, nor entred th !!choole of war, 
to study indignation, revenge, and bloud. that alone can overcome the terrour .of an 
army. 

It 0 ~ n out. that, in the mid t of the r-ervicc, they \V re at their wit end, and 
stood like men amazeJ: F ear b reft them of unrltTtanding and mt-mory, bcgat con
fu. ion in the minde within, and the thronging thought did oppre se anel stop the 
cour of action, that th y were busied in every thing. but. could brio(r forth nothing. 
Few of ours were slain ill the ti 'ht, but many mlll'th red aft r the takiug of the towne, 
eleaven hundred taken pri on I'S, and at lea. t two thousand anne 10 t, whi h the 
country had there laiJ up, as in a se ure magazine. The mj erable captives were en
tertained with all de pight and contumely, according to the euemie accu tOOled cruel
ty in the beginningofthe warn::1 Commanders and gentlemen had no better quart -I' then 
the common souldiers, but weI' all thrust into the church, to be I' served to,' a triumph, 
and trampled upon inaba e and impotent revenge. Whether the fy ttury ofacivill \ ane, 
and the Jarre f brethren, prove mo t utrageous, or the cause of religion had blouded 
their mind, not a man could be rdeased, though the price of hi redemption were 
paid, till he llad first attended the triumph at 0 ford; that an llnfortunat king nlight 
view the a pect of such innocent subject that houlcl presume to daime tho 'e ri hts 
wherein they were borne; when reason might ea ily eviucc that no light matter could 
engage ' ueh ayeople in an open warre, as were ever willmg to deceive them elves into 
a sllpererrogatloll of loyalty. 

The whole country w ' quickly full of this disaster, antI in vaiue did thinl<e to reco
ver what wa lost. b.v weakenes e of pirlt, or errour in the chiele manage of the bu i
II ~Ij'e, ~:rhoul!alld of men, ~rmed .mti UUdI'llWti, Hocked togeth r. an(\ resol\'E'd to uu
dertake the enemy,. uuder the conduct of a grave and \ ell minded ptltriot; but the 

• See the U TrUll Relillioll of tbe Tllkinll nf Cirencr"ter, and Lh, ('ruel Dl'alillg (.r (be n1ercilt:' fi CavalieR' to-" 
warda tilt- PrlllOner tlit')' took tbere, In lbt:lf PI! bile:" .... tbey Wtlllt to OXIJ1I, aull at Oxon," Vul. lV., p. 510. 

• S.., \he Tract albi ",IIrll, Vul.1V., p. ~11, and .Nu~ 
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de ired leader \Va ('on ciou of the peoples madn E', and knew well that they made a 
loude cry afarre off, but if once brought up to th face of the army, they would neve 
abide th fur of the fil t on et: Wherefore he rfus d to eng-ag him elfe and them 
u on a .c rtnine de. truc.;tiol~: neverthele s~, the pe .ple bitterly. raileri ~gain t ~irn, a?d 
cur t hun, as a traItor to Ill, conntry; neIther ould the e ' penellce of these tImes dl -
pos es e thclll of that absurd conceite. 

The \'ery next day after th 10 e of Cirence tel', the city of Glance ter wa de
manded b prill e Rup rt; To summons found the peopl extreamly rla h d at the 
trange turnmg of thiuu'" and 0 much amazed, that they could not cr dit the report of 

thi blow, though confirm d by sundry e · t~ witnes e. The hearts of man unk very 
low, and began to lye flat : zeale and religion upheld some: all had a klllde of will ; 
but the trong fidelity and resolution of'the ouldier at that time, and in all extreame 
hazard upheld the garrison. The prince til I'efor rec iVf'd a hort an weI' from lieu
tenant-colonell ~f.assie and the principall officer ', that they wer r solved with their 
lives and fortunes to defend the CIt , for the u e of the km and parliament, and in 
no wise would surrender at the de'maud of a forraigne prince. Another answer was re
turned from the mayor of the city, (for the martiall command was not fully setled,) 
that he wa re olved, according to bi oath and allegiance, to keepe the city in his 
majestie behoufe. and would not deljver the' sam , according to tlllS ummoos: Where. 
upon a second umn ou wa sent from the prill ' , ",hi h could not alter the ca e in 
their jud ment who h lei the towne, and eemmg withal! to persuad and solicite them 
out of their hold, did easily beget an opinion of the enemies weaklle e, and their owne 
consi erable strength; inee neith r r ligion nor ulOdt-sty could withhold from bloud 
that nraged party, but onely the conSClell e of a selle in utfici ney: 1'h souldier 
therefore began to acknowledge tl remainder of power, which did 110t appeare con
temptible with the king army. 

Hitherto th city ha(1 be n lodged in the midst of many out-garrisons, as the heart i 
the body, but now it hath enough to doe in it woe afet, and the ] mote parts 
must be pared off, that a liberaH noun hqlent migbt preserve and foster that pLace. 
which wa the seate and tountai of'lIfe onto thes part of the kingdomt'o SUdel. 
ca tIe was d serted; the g rrison of Tewk bury (which was defended oueiy \\' ith uch 
slendel' forces as loucestel' could spare out of it penury b tc)re the enemy fell on th 
county) was already surprised with fear ; Both place could nol be mamlained, when 
o great a power did urge and beare Gowne on ever)' bide. Tho~e l)f Tewkbbury ent 

an express to the city, to inform them of the stat of theH' town, and to request 
, more aide; likewi e they di patched messengers to the vIllag round about, to ac

quaint them with the state of thing. and to try whether the inhabItant would come 
in person, or send in their armes; b It there came neIther the one 110r the other; and 
it vas resolved by the counsell of wane at Glouce ter, that the tin es, ordnaDc • aud 
ammunition, with all well-affected person, should forthwith repall'e thither. In the 
heate of this debate there game an invitatum from Wurce tel', by a letter from sit' 
Wilham Russell. with intimation of condItions of peace; all which disposed that towne 
to complyance with the enemy. Hereupon a common counltell being held, and the offi
cers p-resellt, 'twas det rmined tha.t·the Gloucester order was to be obeyed. '1 be towne, 
thll deserted, was willing to pro 'de for i own safety, and c1lused rather to obtaine' 
lOme reasonable termes of peace, then uffer its If to be quite ruined; wherefore 
they drew ue some rfoposition8, be sent to sir William Russell; yet belore lh~is
patch, they &ent to Glouceater a econd message, by th minister of the towne, and an 
officer of the garri on, with sir William kw.se::lJs letter, and their answer. '1 hese pro-

• miled an early relurn, but tailing ome boures of the time appointed, in the meane
while tile propoaitiolls were sent to Worcester. This IDe sage brough~ a couutermand. 
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when there sprung an alarum that Cirencest r was regained, and the spoite and pri on
er recovereC"l bnl'ke. For this ca~ 'C the souTdiers were detained a wllile; but when 
the report was tound untrue, of themselves they egan to quit the towne. In the 
evening the mes.,engf'r returned from Worcester, with the propositions granted. The 
subjectiou st'elllt'ci uufortunate and di hononrable in them whose affections were en
gaged to this cause; neither did there appeare a meanes to prevent it; for the trane;
migration of the whole towne was illlpo sible, nor as yet did the condition of the WRrr 
require any such thing from one particular place; for the parliaments adherents, as 
also the maltgllant fa tion, did never at once forsake their habitations, to be gathered 
into one body. for a sundain conclu 'ion, but were brought peece-meale into action; 
and many lye under covert in the enemies country, re erving them elves for future 
service. Thus the people entertained gladly those conditions, which, though performed 
in part, yet were a utijcient b~md~ge, . did impoveri h ~heir pit'it coole thei r zeale of 
religion, and les~cn the former lllc1matlOn to liberty; after whIch, by frequent change 
under many lorcis, they Lecame SO fe ble, that they never durst coufide in thcmselve 
to vindicate the towne into it former happine se, but a long time remained aver e to 
the f;.lIre t opportunities, yea, nect" ities of l11gagement, and de ired an everlasting 
neutrality. The de!tel'ting of thi to lie enerea.ed the forces of Glouce'ter by two 
hundred foote and dragoones, and tooke off the feare of a greater mischiefe; for thoucrh 
the quittin , of the place caused u ' to re ent our great di tresse, yet the takin o, there~f 
would have confounded our thoughts, und hazarded the maine chance where the wh01e 
strength did not I)e at stake. 

The el1t'my breathed out tilreatnings ; many fa! e friends ought cunningly to make 
us affraid; the country-men, in general, were taken off; who, in their jocund begin~ 
ning , still concluded on the VIctor)" but never prepared for a blow, that the whole 
busiue e was dn hed at (lne clap. aod e~pe('ially when Cirencester \Va taken, in which 
they did repo so llIuch tru t , The is-ue discovered the weaknes e of the former pro
ceeding j in committing the whole fortune of the country, and ttl li\'e ' of 0 many 
men, to 511('h a poore defence, nlld hazarding the maine rtst where the strength ofth 
game could not be m~naged. Be ides. the ncmy had this great advantag in over .. 
powering the mind ' of oleo; who. sillce their cau 'C could 1)ot lay claim to ju 1,ice, 
nor them dve, procure lovt', ought to prevail by terrou!', and by their late crutlties 
became dreadt'ull; so that such spint as wanted greatne se of minde, or strong fide
lity to persevere, did greedily cOll1ply with that party; supposing themselves secure 
from this side, at least in re pe ,t uf a deep person all uffering i which upposals were 
grounded upon the parliaments lenity, and unto which, peradventure, they were bound, 
that they might gaine affections in a oluntary wacre. The more zea]ous and active 
had no head ullder whom they might l1l1ite and grow trong. The power of the de
puty.lieuten~nts was quite fallen, (a .kind of' command suitable ol)ely to. the infancy of 
military affalres.) and the whole bU51llesse was devolved on the sou1dler, whom the 
people then beheld as the professed. ervants of fortune, and trusted not till after ma
nifold experience; so they sunke under the b~rden, and rave up thelI'Iselves. to spoile 
and rapine. The clouds gathered round the cIty; the enemy lay strong at Cll'ences er 
and Tewk bury; o~r m~n ,were c~nnlled to the towne walls? the wOl'kes not balfe 
llnished' the sooldlCr Ithm mutlllO\,lS and de p(:'ra~e; no mOille!! came from the state" 
and but all supplies out of the country, that the \rlle t mutineers wtre to be dealt 
with by intlUty. th ir insolcncies to be :suflered with patit:n('e; who tooke 50 great 
advantage by our t'xtrtm!~y" t~t their hUIlIOUI:S h d a full vent, and ran fOi th ~nt() in .. 
corrigible wickednt> lie: fbe city "as conl)tramed to tree quarter and great dlshurse-, 
menu by way of lune, I;lnd the goverDour to use his skill in keeping together the 
lualc·cOllteD~d aouldiera. . 
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The army raised in Wal , h, the p ver of the arle of Worcester, and his son, the 
lord H t' rt, begin to ap!> al. Ii' dl:"!.il={tlCcI for GI UC' .'ter, and comes n at 't)ford, 
in the forI' t of Deane. thre mil fmln MOl1lllouth, where colonell Berrowes re rt_ 
ment had made a kind of loose garri 011, f()r the defenc , of the ol'l'e t, in an ope 
towne, and with lend r preparations. Here the WeI ·Il fell on; but til ir oflker!) with 
strange fury drove our part.y b lim;' them, which \Va ' horn downe b) their lllultitudes, 
yet with a greater los e on their part. IV rs oift 'el' were laine, and Ivith the re t their 
commandel'.in ·hicfe. ir Ri 'hard La vi I, lOalor-gtll I'all of outh 'Vaies: Of ours 
few Laine. but lieutellant-colonell Winter, and ome inferiour officers, with ahout 
forty private souldicr , t. ken pri oner<;.a All the tren 'til of til se p.u'l are now dl'lven 
into the waH of Glouce ter, 01 ely Barkl castle is h II still, t ()f an intercourse be
tween u and Bristol!. Thi city wa cc()uQted oe of the chiete h Id of tee king
dom • and far from the well , pring of .' UC'C ttl'; ypl wa there no care of a competellt 
br'garle or mao-azine; a common del et, by which the tate hath reveived much detri
ment; that th .. ouo·l) the penury of tIIen, armes, and amunlti()o, remote garrisons are 
left in di paire, or the intt'otion of the maine army must he diverted. for their relief. 
Ollr uccours were yet to be raised, 01' select<"d out of severall commands, and come 
on lowly: The people were held up by fal c reports; aocl to stit " C oLT the enemy, the 
go,"ernour \Va to put the be t face on a bad matter. 

Mean while a great power of the Welch rmy advance toward Gloucester, and 
setled at Hignham HOll e, within two miles of t e CIt" and hegan to lotrench. The 
governour placed a guard at the bishops Ihluse, to keep the.1l at a distauce. ir 
Jerome Brett, their m~jor-genel'al1, had the confidence to demand tIp towne; but the 
summon was received with scorne from a Welch hrig-ade, and b came rioi"ult)u when 
Prince Rupert had beeoe twice refu ed: Bp ides, an inveleratu hatred, derl\red l>y fa
bulous tradition, had pas eel betweene the W d 'Il-men nd th CitIzen, of G louce tel'. 

uch slight and irrationall pa Aage pr vaile much with the C(lmmon reopl , in W 10m 

opinion beares rule. Those forces wer aid to expect Prince Rupert approach on the 
other ide, else it cannot be imagined to what end they lay five weekes In a stinking 
ne t. They were ba ely b.tOec.J, n vel' attempted out' out guard. never undertonke 
the lea t party that issued forth. Me' ne whit the prince \Va ' conceived lo wait upon 
oth'r de igne. The 'Sri toll plot offered it eIfe, upon which hi -- pel' on did attend 
before the gate of that cit. Th nee he wa drawnc olI to top '11' William Walters 
ad ance for our reliefe; who de eived the prince by tl'Ong repO! t· and u~Jht marches, 
and happily drilled along his small army to the plae of action. The <Yov mour could 
attempt nothing, but onely make O'ood th guard at the bishops hCHls , and flourish 
with ome slender all e, : £Ie had not an huudr d horse, and tile ene ies foot were 
double the number of those in the g rrison. At length n addlti u 0 two hundred 



horse and dragoones from Bristoll, under the comrn~nd of aptain John Fiennes, ga 
some life to the bu inesse. Hereupon severan par ies, at sundry times, were draWI\ 
out, wbich never failed to beat tb ellemy ioto their 'Works, kill and ~ke prisoners, 
although treble the number of oup strongest party; so 'tQat the, name of 'ouf blew re
giment became a terronr to those miserable \Velch .. men, who were partly col~trained 
to take up armes, partly allured with tbe hope of plunder. Certainelj tbey were de 
ceived out of their owne country, not to fight, but to take 610uoester; by whicb 
meanes they could act au impotent viUanyand cruelty, but not ing of a souldiers 
gallantry. ", 

Immediately after the taking of Mahne~bury, Sir William Waller bent his course 
towardsGI cester, and laid his designe for the surprize of the Welch army. Hegave 
notice of his advance unto lieutenant-coloneH Massie, ith dir ctions instantly to 
draw forth both hor e and foot before Hi gnb am , and to kee e them in continuall 
action, that they rnigb.t not understand his approach. He gave. order •. likew~se, that 
those flat·bottonltl' WhICb were bro'Ll bt from London upon carnagesl f01" service upon 
the river Seaverrie, should he ent downe to Frampton passage, sixe miles below Glou
cester; where both horse and foot were anived by noone, passed ovel' the rive~' before 
night, and unawares of the enemy, gpt between thetn and home,. tooke them in a 
snare, and int~reepted their flight. The gonrnour performed according to tbe in ... 
tention of the plot, drew forth all the horse, and a party of five hundred foot, brought 
up the ordnance Deere the j)ouse, and kept them in tbe beate of play till tbe evening. 
At night he set guards found the house, witb that straitenesse and confidence, that 
the enemy durst not tirre, nor a spy steale out, although they lay fifteene hundred 
strong, At sunne·rising they had a fre h alarme by our ordnance, and were beJd ,to 
it by our musket·shot. This morning their horse issued out, attempting to force 
theil' way through the hor e guard; which they did, and put some of our horse, rashly 
chargmg, and upon disadvantage, to a disorderly retreate; but cammin up to a foot 
guard, received a repul e. And to the reliefe of that guard, which was tho~ght too 
weake, a party was drawne frot:ll the artillery, and that againe"by this meane& muoh 
neglected; in so much that the same io tant the enemy fell out upon out ordnance, 
then like to be de erted, but were bealen hacke by the aallantry of some few that 
kept their ground. In this point of action Sir William Waller came up, and shot his 
warning-peece on the otber side; which dasht the enemy, and so revived our men, 
that tbey ra~ up with fury,. stormed t redoubt, and tooke in it two- captaines and 
above thirty private souldiets; which service had a maine illflu nee upon the surrender 
of tlle bouse. Sir William plac~d his army to the hest adv: ntage f01' hew, and dis .. 
plaid tbe colo US of two ' foot regiments, reduced to 3- hundfl d and fifty men; drew 
neere the house, an h1C\d some few hot with hi «anon. After bis approach, not a. 
m~n of the enemy was slaine or hurt; yet he oot;nm n ould' er would dQe any thing 
but fight, when they were well fortified, alid bad ~ sufficient tt1'?- azin~. They 80unded 
a parley. and sent tvrtp ome officers to treat, which had this resl.Ilt-tbat they 'should 
render th hou e and them elves as prisoner. and the officers should receive respect 
and quarter~ according to their quality. Upon the tetume of these terms, some advised 
to b~'eak tnr()ugh; whith the common souldiers utterly refused~ and neglected the ad .. 
vantage ,of a dark and aiDY night. rfhe per on that t ~ated dealt the econd tVne' in 
a kind of besging waYt bUt at last accepted the former conditions, and gave up the 
Welcb. rmy mto he hal'lds of men quite spenL ith con in 11 matohes and watching. 
Divers pereonsof q .&lity ere here t~ken, the !1l()st po ~rfuU gelltry of Herefordshi,re ; 
~e of thOje tbt,t.t tn &corne were a~&led the bIDe worthies; who, In the first opentJ?g· 

()f the great breach, affronted the parliaruent with a ~c~ndillous r 11l0nstl"<1nC8, The 
next t1ay, bei~ the twcnty-fit\h of March, lieere fifteene 'hundred were lee:! captive 
jnto Glou<.ti\tfj as great a number as Sir William Waller army, wit.h the gttJ'rilon 
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forces, could 'ri'e unto. Thu tb first fruit of Wale wei'e bla. ted, the strength of 
the nearer part almo t vanqui hed, and the effect of thi victory had been more la t .. 
ing, had it been u ed to th best advantage. The kings party had a notable faculty 
in the improvement of victories by trict impri onment, and inhauncing the rate of 
their captive : Their u uall nercene se did extract gt'eat ran orne, or unequall ex
change, and dispo ed them to detaine their captive in extreame misery, and to ne
glect their own fri nds in the like thraUdome, of which those that wer taken at Ci
renee ter O"a a full testimony. But the parHam nt garrisons knew not how to keepe 
a corr spond nee in this ca e, but groaned under the Imrthen of mi erable prlsoners, 

ere prone to exchange, or s tree upon easi termes. And by this meanes most of 
th common ouldier then taken, within tenne daies were ent ba k into their owne 
country, with an oath never to serve agains th parliament: others that tendred them
elves were entertai.ned in the sel'vice j who, for the mo t part, proved runnegadoes. 

Th COmtnallder and gentlemen came off, some with a ransome, and oath which they 
quickly violated ; and the r idue were wholly lo~t at th surrender of Bl'istoll. 

The whole ll cce e of the former action happily complyed with the maine plot, and 
xtreamly da hed the kings affaire in the e parts. The generall fame did increase and 

heighten tb repute of ir William" aller, and the enemy, pos ed th rewith, bflgan 
to draw back on all sides. Sir Matthew Carew orlhwith quitted the towlle ofTewks
hUl'Y, which, within t\! l ' 10ure, wa l' posse t by our forces : Captaine John Fienes 
was commanded thithe, with a slend r strength of horse and dragoon s; with whom 
th well·affected of the town tbat abode in Glouce ter began to l'eturne The under· 
taking wa ha ty and confu ed, without the ob er ance of the enemies motion or 
di tance, or any rationaH a surane of defendin the place. Our party had no sooner 
saluted th 0\ ne, but received an al rm that the former forces wer returned with a 
greater power. 'Twas a gallant bri ade of bOT e, commanded by the loro vrandestoD', 
which imm diat ly came from Cheltenham, wh reof our tnell had not the least intel· 
ligence. It s emed, by the vent, that the enemy e peeted non from Glouce tel'. 
However, there was quicks dispatch on both sides ; y6t cap.taine Fienes> with his 
whole party, had bin urpl'ised, had not thos~ horse been kept off at a miles distance 
by a ridiculou accident. It so fell out that they met a man cOlllming alone from the 
towne, whom they fell to que tion wh ther any force were there, of what '8trengt~ 
and by whom commanded. The man intending nothing les e then the escape of our 
party, but supposing them a part of the parr ment forces, and iilin to curry fa· 

our. begins to talke of a maine strength," and vast number, with so m ny guns, and 
aU kind f preparations, and withall deli the cavalliers, with much affected indig
nation ; wlllch, words so farr pr vailed, that they preseutly held a coun ell of war, and 
on e were about to fall back. This -deJay gave an houres re pile to those within to pre.-
pare for a flight; who had no sooner recovered the end of the towne, but the en my 
had entred, amazeo to see them elves so miserably delud d. 

When if William Waller had refresh d bis men some few dai~, about the fir t of 
Aprill, 1643, he advanced towards Monmouthshire, at the solicitation of uivers gen
tlemen of that country, with a promise of concurrence in reducing those parts to the 
obedience of king and parliament. When be came neere the towne of Monmouth, 
where the 10l'd Herbert had began to place a garrison, the souJdiers did not abide his 
Clomming, but aU hifted for themselves by flight: Sir W'illiam entred the naked and 
open towne, where he stayed a while, and sent many parties abroad the country for 
supplies of, money; thence marched to U ke, where he set free som prisoners kept 

. there. Dut the reducing of the country came to nothm ; for the g~ntlemen did not 
perform; and he found there what usually comes to pas&e in nell elise. that men de
Jlirous of alterations invite upon ampJe promi e but uever make good, and seldome 
appeare ill the businesse till the 50uldier hath done the worke to their hand8, or they 
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have gotten 'some 'stronge bold to '9 cure their ingagements. 0 tl1at tbe well-affected 
would not d clare them elvest becau e a running army could be no la ting support, 
aoel they had no trong boW, nor the stream of the people, which were at the de
votion of the earle of Worce ter, almo tan universaU land-lord in ,that county. 

Whil t these thing's are acted, prince Maurice enter Tewksbury. with a power of 
hor e and foot added to tho e former under the command of the lord Grandeston; re
solving to make after sir William Waller, and to intercept hi .return out of'VaJe ; for 
he was gotten into such a llooke of the land in the enemies country, that tbe princ 
might easily drive him to a non ultra, Wherefor a bridge of boat6s was made over 
Seaverne at Tewksbury, that th y might passe to and fro nearer the retreat of our 
army. Here the prinoe mal'checi over, with a body of two thou and horse and foot, 
confident of thi dcsigne, and therefore too remi e and slow in hi advance. Sir 
William was nimble in the retreat, caused hi toot and artillery to I asse over e verne 
at Chep tow; and himselfe, with his hor e and dragoones, passed through the lower 
part of the forrest of Deane, neare th river ide; and before the enemy had notice 
of hiB march, sent. forth two parti S, to fall upon two of their maine quarter. j which 
wa performed whilst the maine body slipt between boto; and a party wa Ie t to face 
them, and make good the retreat; whidh came off omething di orded'y, and with the 
losse of a few priva.te souldiers. 'Twas an e~quj$ite conveyance and unexpected feli
city that brought them out of the snare through those iutncate waie: This alarme 
quickly reached Gloucester, and lieutenant-coloneU Mas ie drew out three hundred 
foot, and two troops of hor e, to fetch off our men; but if he found them dis..ingaged, 
for a further d igne. Thi party met them within two miles of the towne; .where 
the governour made knowne to sir William Waller his purpose to set upon Tewksbury; 
and taking the opportunity of the princes ab ence, ·and the enemie jollity at our sup
posed totall defeate, instantly advanced upon them, and by break of day brought up 
his men befol'e the towne; one part whereof fell into tb Ham, sea ed upon the guard 
left with the brieige of boats, and cut off that bridge. The hor e, with the rest of the 
foot, came up Gloucester way. The forlome hope suqnised and slew the sentinel1~ 
climbed over tbe workes, and cut down the draw· bridge; whereupon both hor e and 
foot rushed in. and the party on the 6ther ~ide of Avon ready to enter. There were 
left in the towne neere three hundred men, commanded by sir Matthew Carew; 
whom the triumph of ye ter~aie. con,ceived victory laid a leepe, and the sudden a~arme 
rou d up, first lOto a shuffhng fightm pe ture, and after halfe an ho re to a ntmble 
escap. ir Matthew Carew fled, and many e caped the hand of our men, who 
wanted number to urround the towne; but mo t of the common souldiers, nd some 
valuable officers were taken. Oxfil'd was as miserably gulled in the e passages, and 
in a few houFCs extrean ly aff, ctcd wit contrary reports; (or the jocund newes of 
the vanqui hin of sir 'Villiam Waller arrived early in the morning, but before nOOlle 
an expresse came of the losse of Tewksbury; which wa cast upon the heat of the 
first report like cold water into a boy ling pot.' 

The same day a party of prince Maurice his horse appeared from the top of a hill 
neere Tewksbury, and iDtima~d the approach of his whole army; whereupon sir 
William Waller marched thitb r that evening, and re olved to breake downe or m;lke 
good the bridge at Upton upon avern, besides which tllere wu no passe nearer 
then Wor ter; but the scouts ~ve notice that the pl'ine had recovered the bridge, 
and set a guard u~n it. The ne t morning sir William aU anced tQwarck the prince1 

and found him in Ripple field, with his army drawn up, and divitied into three bodies, 
be ides the hedges lined with musk teera. Here our forces faced the enenlY in a large 

• It was Iobis train ef aucQeSl t.hat gained t.b~ active and eliterprisiDg Waller th<; cpilhe' of William tho 
Conqueror, which he lust in his battles aaaillst the loyU.I\S ~f Cornwall. 
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field, and could hardly reach the thir part of the princes strength; brought up theii' 
gunnes ; having n ither hot prepared, nor canu neer that understood the business , 
nor th assi tance of foot, save only a part of the govern our owne ompany: be ide, 
the wind a d un w re against them, and no retreat, if need were, but through a 
narrow lane of two miles long. And wh reas they mi ht stand upon the top of a 
ri ing round, to d ceiv the enemy with the emblance of a greater power behind, 
thev de t'ended a littl on the Ide of the hill, and discovered theh weakne se to a 
full~ view. In this posture orne per waded to light, and began to make orne hot 
wit th ordnance, which gav no shew of the least execution; but om other officers 
examined the c nnoneere, and finding neither fit bullet, nor any convenient shot, but 
all thinO' at randome, earnestly disswaded either to make the on t, or expect tbe 
en m tn that place· an(l advi ing likewi e the tryall, discovered their ambuscadoes 

i hin the 1 dge . H reupon if William Waller feU back, and entred the narrow 
lan, como anding part of dra oont> to face the prince army, and the mu keteeres 
to tand at the corner of the lan, within the hedO'es, to make ooel the retreat. The 
enem fell on. Not a m n of tho e dragoones would stand to receive the charge, but 
hUrried away, broke over the hedge, J.ell among and di ordered our owne musketeers; 
the enemy clapt in atter them, ('ut do\vo foure or five of the foot, and tooke as many 
pri oner. Lieolrn Ilt coloneH Ma i k I clo e to hi foot, and instantly dispatcht 
to Te\\'k lrury lor supply; and 11- hut' Haz lrigg prevail d with his owne troope 
to charg " and in his own pe on p donned gaHantly Tb foot, with tho e hor -e, 
put J ceem to stand, and in part tooke off the foulenesse of the retreat through 
til t tJ'aite pa ' a e. When th came to the next open place, our men had the ad
vanta of a ditch to ta the per uit; and in the heat of the eha e, one foot-souldier, 
at th command 0 the ernour, urned upon the enemy a gate then cast off the 

in '-e; hich barred their entrance, and en aM d our men to draw up for a charge. 
H re for a whil they stood in a maze, but on a suddain faced about, ran flock -meale, 
the enem upon their backs; and the cIo e of thi action was like to be miserable; 
but at the entrance of a strait pas age neere the Myth hill, a supply of foot from the 
to n opportunely met them, O'auled the enemy, and pnt them to a stand once more; 
whit l the go" roour charged the leader of the forlorne hope hand to hand, and 'as 
l"escued by the gallantry of some officer ; when of ours onely a small party of horse 
r aine in th fie d, the re t lieing got off in reat confusion. Y tt th cape might 

quaIl a victory, and the saving of the force pa fur ~leare gaine. Prince Maurice 
aid not ttempt the re aininO' of TeWksbury, the government whereof was intrusted 
o sir R bert oke, who had newly ra' ed a regiment of foot, by commi ion from 

si Willi m Waller. 
At that eason the main strength f the kings army was drawn from these parts, 

wh n edding was leaguere<.l by the ear of ex; by which.. means the parliament 
forces ha a large and free game in thi countrey, went on with a full tream of sue
cesse, driven with a gentl gale of providence, and a kinde of unimitable happine e, 
in unbl00dy 'ictori . The fortune of th former did .,,,er-rule the event of the bUC .. 

ceediu action, and the name and presence of sir William W.aller did include more 
then a t lousand men. either was he wanting So himselfe, but made the best use of 
11i pr ne. fame, and kept it up by constant active endeavour, lest a littl intel'mis
- might permit the enemy to recollect bimselfe, or the "eall weaknesse of thi army 

Ue discerned. It was therefore luCldcnly resolved for Hereford, whither he advanc d 
With a thousa d bOrse and dragoons, al8isted by the go v el'nour, " 'ith the greatest 
part of the lord Stamford, regime~t: There were also the beginnings of colonell 

• Sir Arthur fl.~Wfig c~ded a rtgiment of 6ve llUDdred a ... lry, 10 completely armed with cor lets, 
that they were callea the /.MIter,. This was the finL body C)f cavalry i ~e tervlce ot the parr eat _hieb 
could be brought to endll. 'be 4bock of the kil1g's bora 
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Thomas Stephen hi r('~iment. Tl e maine body of horse nd foot were dra n up 
before Bjt;tf'ra~ ate, on the north side of the town toot! a100 oif, and hot at ran
dom, till the li~utfnant.colonell commanded captain Grey, with a party of Inu ketiersJ 

over the river, toward Wie bridge; whose march was cured by a ri iog bank under 
the walls. These were ordered to make shew of an a sault, and, if eed were, to tall 
back unto the water-side, where seconds were placed for their reliefe. The etlemies 
horse allied out upon them, whom that party having gallantly kept off. and ior(-e<i 
ba 'k into the city, withdrew thence, and gained a chur h within pistoU-sbot 0 St 
Owen -gate, whence our musketiers plaied on the wall, and exceedinrrly ternfied 
tho e within. But the main rest of the busines e was the name of a conq 'trin ., aJ my, 
which sir William Waller improved to the be. t advantage, by all exp&htwn and in
dustry. And to help forward, Massie drew up two sakers' in a trait line a ratDst 
Wlgmarsh gate; not without extream hazard by shot from the wall; him elft- ga.ve 
fire; aud the first canon-shut entred the gate, took an officer head from hi 8houlders~ 
and slew some few besides. More shots were made. ea h of which coured the treets, 
and so daunted the enemy, that they presently sounded a parley, which wa enter
tained by sir William Waller, and hostages given on otb sides. The parley Ja~ted 
almo t the whole day, whilst most of the common ollidiers canne over Wie bridge 
into Wales: only the commanders and gentlemen remai\led, and were reported to be 
held in by the townsmen, to sweeten the surrender, and obtaine better quarter. ... ext 
morning they rendred. The chlefe prisoners here taken were, the lord cudam re, 
colonell Coning by. sir William Crofts, &c.; few hor e and private ouldiers, but store 
of' armes and ammunition. The town compounded, wa ecured from plunder, and 
after fourteen dayes deserted. ir William \Valler obtaine I many faire victorie , but 
had no po\\er to make them good, b.ecause his field was too large for that str ngth, 
and the tate mafle an ineon iderable number of m n the ()nly tay of the remote 
parts. These could over-run the enemIes countrey, but get no ground, master no 
strong hold, nor r du e a people naturally I aJignant, that were dashed at prese t, 
but did flpuri h again in the rev rse of the kings army. The next attempt was made 
upon Wor(~e ter, whither all the hor e and the greatest part of tb blue regiment "ere 
drawn. Tbey at Oxford were aid to have y~elded that town fo 10 t, and to give 
out tbat sir WilliaJll was gone to take po se &ion of his purcha ; fOf at t.hat time 
trea on was the pretended cause of every 1 se on both sidts. especially if weak and 
unworthy. Both hor e and foot came up before the city, where they lay a day a\](1 a 
nIght, eftected nothiug, nd were drawn off at the Doi e of the lord Cal' Is advance; 
at which in t nt sir William Waller wa taken off the e parts, and ordered to march 
into tlle west with all speed, to prevent the joynin~ of sir alph HoptOllS torce " Ith 
the re t of the kings army- i1' Robert Cook. regIment, as called off from Tewks
bury fdl'th western expedition, ilnd that town ou e more lighted. 

Hhhr.:rto Lieutenant-Col nell Massie governed the city of GloUC'.estE'f, by deputation 
fro Ute eurle of Samford, whose returue was not exp -ted; wherefore the thoughts 
of the CltlZ ns began to enquir fter a governour. Th y thought well of a ulan 
neal't hOI11 , and cast their e)'e upon knowne patriot. r everthtlt-s e, more lOtdli· 
gent men. UPUll tb eri(}U. revi of the cltle continuall hazard, tuund that t be ue
ces ity of th. p ace did rt'qUlJ' a tried souldier, anJ that I'U h a one Il,ight po .... ,Uly 
be tound fililhfull, but a timorou or un Mull man mu t nt' d rUllle all: W ht' l Tore 
they refl -t d <m a:i8ie, who g.ood ervi gav them al) omp (tnt a sura Ice 
of his .fidelity; that, b)· tbe hapfJY choice of the Citizens, an the lord'gl'nt'l aJ ' tom· 
misbion, he vas ~ppoilltet.l governour. To enable the Clt) to defen( it !leIte, a f ot 

, Tbf' sUen wel'f' 611\&11 pieces of Iltllery, ".lilith, like tho MeoN nd alcuo\lts) took theIr namo from a 
partlclll-'l' klJld ot hawk. 



... 

Tracts during tlte Reign qf.King Charles L 

r iment as rai d, by commi ion from sir · iltiam Waller, out of the town men, 
for the major part., both 0 eel' and ouldiers, under the command of colonell H my 

phen. Til fir intention of thi rcgim llt was to deli nd the city only within th 
wall , accordin J' t the infancy of ·warre; but the hard service of this place did sud· 
den]y requir and xact th full duty of souldiers. At thi instant the city was well 
b calm d, only ther hapned one pas ag of inti riour nature, but full of the fortune 
of waIT. The ov mou,', with a party of an hundr d and wenty h()r e and dragoon , 
advanc d to ard tow in th Wold, to beat up the enemie quarters. By break of 
day he ft 11 into laught r, took a Ii utenant, twelve tl'oopers, -borse and armes, and 
thence march d to Odin ton, a mile beyond Stow, wh re he surprised a captaine of a 
troop, with fort men and horse, and 0 made homeward ; neglecting the residue of 
th enenlY Wl10 dr out of th ir quarters with aU speed. The remainder of their 
re riment fi 11 upon the re r of our men, near unto Iau ,lIter, with orne slight exe
cution, but '" re b aten back The governour beio confident he was able to fight 
with them upon any ground, made 110 ha te to march off, till tb enemy had received 
a upply of hoI' e from udely Castle, and again charged him at Andover foord; 

hoUl our men r cei ed gal1antl!y, and repul cd without any los _ The captaine that 
led the van wa slain by the govel'nour band, and the rest wheeled about; whereupon 
the govern ur di moun eel the dra oon t and divided hi men into three bodies; the 
hoI' e to the right and left wing; m this p ture r sol-ving to march up to the enemy, 
( bo would ladly rid their hands of th bu ine e;) but having advanced a little dis
tance, and looking back to bring on hi men, saw the greater part in a strange hurry, 
OCOR ioned by the faeeing about of some cowardly spirits, and him elfe with tho 
di mounted men de perately engaged. ' or a w hil he shuffled amongst the enemies 
troope, till ob 'erving him If eyed by orne, 11 sprano• forth, fired in their faces, and 
came la~ off the 6 Id, upon the maine roade. He offended here, by affecting too 
much gallantry, and wa decei'Ted in hi new-rai ed men, who were not hardned by 
tb i ~ht of --an enemy. Beside, no ordinary are was had of securing the pri ooers, 
who were all recovered . back. our of our were laine, many wounded; Colonel 

tepbens, a Ii ut nant, with five-and-twenty private ollldier, takf>n pri oners. The 
·sprlDging hope of colonell ' rephen failed, unfortunately, when hl eager Illinde en
gaged him in th action without order, and again't the will of the commander-in
chiefe. He had no command in the action, but hasted after, as gr dy of th service. 
He wa led captive to Oxford, and a while after br athed hi last in that -poy onous 
ayre, where many gtntlemen were obser eel in tho e dayes to expir . 

Amidst th things, sir John inter, a zealou papist, began to declare himselfe : 
-A subtile wit, that pr tended jnnocen~ till his houre wa come, and had .almost 
perswaded the world that he dur t deny hun eIfe, and commit an unpardonable sinne 
against the catbolike cause. Hi hou in th forre t of Deane wa at fir t n~lected, 
when it wa in tbe power of this garrison to ruine his designe. But under-nand he 
prepared for deft nee, uddenly clapt in his owne confidents, and with a little labour 
made it inaccessible, but with apparent great 106se, and maintained his den as the 
plague. of the fone t, and a goad . in the sides of this ganison. These things were 
acted .about the, time of that blow, almo t fatall to the padiaments cause, in tIle van
quishiog of ir illiam Wallers army at the Devices; which defeat cast these parts 
of the kingdome into a -miserable phght, when the state had pia ed the whole game 
in the 8uooease of t)li army; never providing a reserv _ The king became master of 
the field, the parliament left without an army that could check the enemy, who came 
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up to our gates, and by threats would seeme to shake the walls of the city. Many 
began to prepare for flight, who e presence no reall necessity, but the peoples opinion 
did require. They at Bristoll disclo ed their feares, and gave no good presa es: And 
when that city wa yeelded, Gloucester did stand alone, without help and hope. The 
lord eneral army pined away: Sir Willi~m Waller at London for a recruit: The earle 
of Stamford shut up within the walls of Exeter: The kings c(>untrey reached from th 
utmost Cornwall to the borders of cotland; and he was able to divide his army; one 
part for Exeter, and the other for Gloucester. 

That sudden surrender of Bri toU, which wa almo t beyond our feares, brought 
fO.rth a dark gloomy day to ~~e city of Gloucest~r: The mindes.of people were filled 
WIth amazement, and the fallmg of such a promlsmg government made mo t men in* 
fidels, or at least to que tion all things. But here was the greatest rnischiefe of all: 
Many were not wanting to debate upon the maine cause of the kingdom; malignant 
spirit t.ook the ~dvanta e of our all ery; and un ~able min~e , who, beholding only 
the surface of thlDgs. and led by the common vOice of thell' equals, were flushed 10 

prosperous times, now became crest-fallen, and questioned the passaaes of tate; con
ceiving each miscarriage a fundarnentall errour, and accounting their pre ent ufferina , 
not for religion and liberty, but ome scruples of tate pohey. The state of thi:gs 
required strong re olution; the usuall posture could not pretend to. the safety of the 
place. The souldiers therefore acted with mindes mort: sturdy and vigorous as d spe
rate concerning the enemy, but not in despaire of their owne party. The commanders
re ervecl no place of retrt'at; and jf causele e jealousi s over-clouded any, they put 
themselves upon a. .free declaration. The old and cal'efull sonliliers who were uniucky 
in the ctlnsu res of. the people, upon the fi rst an ivaU of the sad newes from Bri toll 
vented them.selves in bharp and cutted speeches, whi~h, QlU'sting from th~ fulncsse of 
the thoughts, did . imprint and pierce, were received for good prognos~icks, and re
paired Likewise thal credit which the presumpti n .of a conceivetl opinion bore down 
and an ordinary good behaviour could hardly raise up, bu.t happily, regain d by on~ 
viol nt and severer passage. The officers Wfr-C to .gi e in a full resolve that no place 
he left for an after dispute; wherefore they vowed never to see within the gates the 
face of a conquering enemy. But chiefly the hearts of the people were to be h Jd up; 
wherefore .the l'overnour appeared in puulike, rode froll) place to place with a cheerfull 
a pect, and bearing b fore h1m no change in the sudden alt ration of fortune. To 
them that enquired into his very thoughts, bee gavE' as urance of' sa.f1 y; concealinG' 
the danger, or Ie sening its esteem Fear did nOLbeget confusion, but thina wer~ 
transacted in a calm and constant order. . The presages of misery were. exquisitely 
sh\.mned, and the least shew of distraction. and weaknes e forbidden. Mouey, plate, 
valuable good, or any kinde of richEl.i were not suffered to passe the gate, but here 
to rest, as in a safe ~reasury!. that the people might resolve upon a hal~py deliverance, 
or an ut.ter de tlUctlOn. Neverthele se whQ oever was weak and famt-hearted had 
Ie ve to depart the city. Meane while the enemy dealt under-hand, and~ by the me
diation of seeming friends, affectionately ollicited a urrender; with ter.ribJe informa
tion of our manifold losses abroad, of the rage ·of the kings army, and inevitable de-
olation; and withaU tendred the opportunity of an accommodatIon betwe n his ma

jesty and the citizens. The mOllthes of th~ viler people were filled with curses gainst . 
the authours of our engagements. We received strange intimations · of dreadfull 
thing concerning the state. The whole cQuntrey forsook u) and employed orne to 
represent theil' desires and thoughts of the businesse; who, ill. the generall. h~d so 
farre revolted from themselves, .as to perswade us to make our peace with the enemy, 

nd to oofool and execrate our pel'severance; for they conceived the tanding-out of 
G loucetiter. however advanta~iou8 to' the common~wealth, yet miserable for them; be
cause, by the falling down of a great army. they exp cted a destruction of com and 
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cattle; and jf. at last, th kin shonld not take in tbi place, to tool' perpetual1y 
u der two bu rt 1 n , and b ca t into 3 rem dil s conditi n of mi ry and po erty: 
Wh rea ' j th nemy shoUld! vaile, they . ere Ufe to r in the heart of th kin 

uDtrey, farr.e from spoile an plunder, and have at free and ample traae as in tim 
of peace. The citiz n e amined their own strength' and gr unci of pel'everance; 

common councell wa held. th officers being present; their la protestation brought 
to rem mbrance, by which the were all obliged never to act or comply with the d. 
ver e faction; and up n that pretext joyntly refused the tender of peace. ever. 
the) a great number of the inhabitants were only not maHgnants, bu horn up by 
tb , zeale of the rea; and th ouldiel's power; and those stuck rno t to the busil'les e 
"ho wer held up by the deep 11 e of religion, 0 acknowledged a neees ity tQ with. 

stand a malicious and enraged enemy, whose j~placabl hatred urged them to offend 
ainst their own design, nd by horrid threatnings to make tbe attempt more des· 

perat. A den of rebel wa the common language. A few daye respite recovered the 
city, and reports of a udden. reliefe did reare up the spirits of the common people. 
No Cl'O se, show, or doubtfuU resolution did hinder the busine se: all suspended their 
private cares; aud the women and childre acted their parts, in making up the defect 
of th fortification . The strength of Gloucester was nO nlOr then two regiments 
of foot, an hundred hoI' ~ with the trained bauds, and a few reformadoes : there w re 
be ides about an hundr horse and ragoon from Berkley CaStle; in 'the whole about 
fifte n bundred meQ: forty ingle barrel of gunpowder, with a slender art1llery: the 
works of a large com pas e; not half p rfect. From the south gate eatward almost 
to the 110rth port, the city wa defend d with an ancient wall, lined ith earth to a 
reasonable heJghth; thence to the north ~ate, w'th a slender work upon a low round, 
having the advantage of' a 8tone barn that commanded sev rall w ye. Upon the 
lower par of the city, from th north to the we$t gate, (being a large tract of ground,) 
there at no ancient defence, but a small work newly rayed, with the advantage of 
mar; h ground without, and a line drawn within, from the inner north gate, under 
the colledge wall, to the priory of St Oswalds. From the west, towards the outh 
gate; along the river-side, no more defence then the river it selfll, and the meadow 
beyond, Ie ell with the town: From the castle to the south port, a firme and lofty 
work, to command the high ground in the liuburbs. The ditches narrow, but wa
tered round. In this posture did the city stand when the king forces h.ovoured over 
the hills, and now and then skirted upon the town, before a clo e slege wa laid. Upon 
tile tenth of ~ ugust they came down like a torrent, full of victory and revenge, with 

, iDdignation that a forlorn city should tand before them. Neverthelesse, they would 
min overcome Without bloud and the 10 se of time, then pretious, in their full career 
of victory. Fo hieb end hi majesty came in per on before it, that the terror of his 
presence might pr vail with some, and the person of th king amaze the simpl , and 
Jeem to alter the case. Thus they began to wode, because the mayor had answered 
a former summons from prine Rupert, that aCcOrding to his oath he kept ~he town 
in hi majesties behoof; and some whispe ers gave a malignant intimatlon that the 
kings presence would sway the people.' And it was so, that toe town was h Id for 
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the use of his majesty, bnt according to the sense of the houses of parliament; and 
the citizens put no difference between a command in person or deputation: Where
upon his majesty gave this honorable summons, by two heraulds at armes. 

CHARLES REX. 

OUT of our tender compa sion t.o our city of Gloucester, and that it may not recch' 
prejudice by our army, which we cannot prevent, if we be compelled to assault it, 
we are personally come before it to require the same; and are graciously pleased to let 
all the inhabitants of, and all other persons within that city, as WE'll oul(hers as others, 
know, that if they hall immediately submit themselves, and deliver this city t.o u , 
we are contented freely and absolutely to pardon everyone of them without exception; 
and doe assure them, iu the word of a king, that they, nor any of them, shall receive 
the least damage or prejudice by our army, in their persons or estates: But that ,ve 
will appoint such a governor, and a moderate garrison to reside there, as shall be 
both for the ease and security of that city and the whole county. But if they shall 
neglect this offer of grace and favour, and compeU us, by the power of our army, to 
reduce that place, (which. by the helpe of God, we shall ea ily and shortly be able 
to doe,) they must thanke themseh'es for all the calamities and miserie that shall be
fall them. To this message we expect a cleare and positive answer, within two 
houres after the publishing hereof; and by these presents doe give leave to any per
sons safely to repaire to, and returne from us, whom that city shall desire to imploy 
unto us in that businesse: And we do re~uire all the officers and souldiers of our 
army quietly to suffer them to passe accordmgly. 

The king by this time drew into the field before the towne, attended by prince 
Charles, the duke of Yorke, prince Rupert, and generall Ruthen; faced us with about 
six thou and horse and foote on that side, and two thousand hor e on the other side. 
After some debate upon the message, an answer was drawn, consented unto both by 
citizens and souldlers, and presented to his majesty by seljeant-major Pudsey and a 
citizen.' 

IUCC ssfully. There wa no rp8son to despair that this man (not intoxicated with any of those fumes which 
made mt!n rave lind frantic in the calise) might not be wrought upon: And William Leg, who had the good 
Clpinion of most men, and the particular kindness of prince Rupert, had sent a messenger, wuo wal like to 
pass without suspicion to Glouce~ter, with such a letter of kindness, and overture to Massey, as was proper 
in ~uch a C8~e twm CInt' friend to auothcr. This messenger returned when the king's and the army's motion was 
lInder uebate, "nd brought an answer from the governour to colonel Leg in a very high style, and seeming to 
take It much unkindly that he should endeavour to corrupt him in hi. honesty and fidelity, and ID persuade 
him to bre"k a trust, which, to save hi life, be would never do; with much discourse of hi. h0l101l1 and re
putation, which would be alwaYli dear to bjm. But thia messenger said withall, that after the governor had 
given him this letter, and some sharp reproaches before company, he was brought again, a back way, 'to a 
place wber the governor was by himself, and then he told him, that i~ was most necessary he should write 
such an answer as he had done; which w communicated to those who else would have been jeaJolLS wh L 
such a m 'eng r hould come to him a.bout: but 'bat he should tell William Leg that he was the same m n 
lie had ever been-his servant; and that he wished the king well : That he heard prince Rupert meant to bring 
the army before that town: If he did, he meant to defend it 'as \VeIl as he could; and his bi;hnes would find 
another work than he had 'at Bri tol ; but if the king himself came with his army, and summoned it, h would 
not hold it again t him; for it would not ~tand ith his con dence to fight against the per 011 of the king; be
sid 8 that in such .. cue h hould be able to penuade those of the town, which otllerwi e he c uld not dQ.' 
-CU.lllL DOl'l, II. 242. The ev nt .hew. that thla was a Ruse de perre on the liar' of Massey. 

I Clarendon give the following pictu~tle account of Serjeant-Major Pudsey and hi compllllion in office. 
-" Wit in 1 tha.n \he time prescribed, together with tbe t.rumpeter returned two citi:ten from tim town, 
with lelln, pa1t', sb rp, .nll bad vIsages; iodeed faCelilO urange and unu u I, and in stlcb a garb and po ture, 
that at once milt e the mosL evcre countenanc:ea merry, Rod tbe most eh rful hearts d; for it was impo ible 
uch ambasall.dor could brillg less Ihan a dcfiaoce. Th men, without any circum tan es of duty 0 good ~n

llel'S, in 8. pert, hl'iII, undi muyed acceot, wei, they had brought 0 answer from the godly cit, of Glouceatet 
to the king; lind were ~o ready to give insolent and cditloUl an wers to any question, if theIr hu in wer 
chi fly to provoke the king to violate hi, own .afe conduct;"-CLAllS DON, 11, !H3. 
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W the inhabitants, magistrates, officers, and souldiers within this garrison of Glou
cester, unto his majestie l'3.cious. message return this humble answer; That we do 
keep this city, according to our oath and allegiance, to and for the u e of hi majesty 
and his royaH po terity, and doe accordingly col}-ceive ourselves wholly bouud to ouey 
the commands of his majesty~ signified by both houses of parliament; and are re olved 
by Gods help to keep this .city accordingly. 

Hi majesty with all mHcJnesse seemed to receive this an wer, onely to wonder at our 
confidence, and whence wee expected succour; adding these words :-" Waller is extinct, 
and E sex cannot come." Tbe enemy advanced forwards into the suburbs on the east 
ide, where they lost a commander in the first skirmish, and the rest were fired out ; 

for upon the returne of tbe me engers the suburbs on each part of the city were all 
in a flame; which did secure and more strongly engage us, and which the enemy be
lleld as the act of de perate reb 11 ; for those dreadful sights doe seeme to heighten 
and bloud the minds of men. The next day we discovered that they had begun their 
entrenchments on the south and east part the night before, in the shadow and shelter 
of the houses which the flame had not catched, within musket-shot of the walls. 
They in the trenches plyed their worke whiles!' the muske,tteers played bard on both 
sides. Yet our men from the walls could doe little to retard their pioners, but by se
veral sallie with mall pal"l' e, fell into their trencbes beate them out, gained some 
working~tooles, arme , and prisoners, and retreated without losse. Our ordnance 
likewise from the east gate killed some few, and among the rest a lieutenant-colon ell 
and captaine oftbe queen black regiment. Sir Jacob Ashley was then shot in the 
arme; and upon severall approaches we beat off the enemy, killed and wounded 
many.' 

By tba time the Welch forces under the command of sir William Vavasour were 
advanced to the bisbops bouse, halfe a mile from the west gate; one of our out-guards, 
by us intended to keep off the approach of the Welch, but now deserted for want of 
men, and that nothing might be lost which we purposed to defend. Here they left 
a sufficient guard, and passed over the river, to joyne with the forces that newly ar
rived from Worcester, who made their leager on the north-west side of the city. Ge
nerall Rutben placed h· leager behind the priory of Lanthony, on the south side, 
very neere, but sheltred from ollr shot by a rising ground. Sir Jacob Ashley, with a 
strong party, quartered in some part of the suburbs on the east side. '1 he east and 
outh port were dammed up, and rammed with a thickne se of earth cannon proofe; 

and the waiJs on that side~ from port to port, were lined to the battlement, since there 
we thought to receive the maine shock. 

Three dayes after the siege laid, an hundred and fifty musketteers, commanded by 
captaine Gray, sallied over the worke , upon the Worcester forces, with whom the 
Welch had not yet joyned, fell into their quarters, mal'ched up to their maine-guard, 
Idlled a captaine, with eight or nine common ouldier, tooke five prisone~s, divers 
armes, burnt their guard, and retreated without the los of any. Within a day aft.er, 
upon some suspicion and kinde of intelligence that the enemies ordnance Jay undisco
vered in some grounds neere the north gate, Captain. Mallery was commanded forth, 

I Clarel)don thul details the prt'parations for the liege 00 the part of the royalists.-" At the aame in tant 
erderl were dispatched to Sir William Vavasour, whu commanded all the forcc~ III outh Wales, (tbe lord HeI'" 
bert having been persuaded 10 far to cum ply witb the indilpOOUon 01 th ~col>le as to decline that command, or 
at least for a time to dissemble it.,) to draw all bll men to tbe foresL-bide 01 tbe town, where tbe bridge. being 
broken t1own, a ,mall streugth woold keep them in, aDd any frum going to lh~lU; ~hicb within two da,}" was 
done. TJulI the king 8.b enpged before Gloucnter,llIld thereby gave .. e-pICe to tbe (h8trac~d .pima at Luu. 
don ~ I>r~tbe and compose tbem.,lvea; and, more melbochcally than tbey had hI/pod to have done, til pre-
pare (or tbelf pratrvation, &lid accomplishing tbeu own end i wluch a' that time teemed almo»t desperate and 
incurable."...c"n,&ll DOli, U, 2 .... 
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with a hundred and fifty musketiers, to surprise it; but finding none, retreated with. 
1)ut losse; having killed some, taken a few prisoners, and fired some of their quarters. 
Upon the sixteenth of August an other party, of an hundred and fifty musketiers. com .. 
manded by Captaine Crispe, sallied forth at the north port, fell into their trenche un· 
der the town-wall on the east side, marched above halfe way through them, perform
ed gallantly, killed above an hundred men, as was confessed by some of the enemy. 
wounded many, beat them out of their workes, and. by the helpe of our musketiers 
from the walls, retreated without the los e of any, only two wounded. after a ery hot 
skirmish, for the space of halfe au hOUl'e, the cannon and musquets on both sides play
ing most furiously . These executions put those within on a desperate strain, and 
heated their minus with bloud. 

The enemy was indefatigable and swift in the entrenchments. The worke from 
the south and east gates hasted to meete each other. Their preparation seemed more 
tedious, yet effectuall and certaine, and tended withall to save the lives of their men : 
Wherefore they chused not a sudden storme on the lower and weaker parts of the city, 
but rather to prepare the assault on the strongest ide, yet most easy to their inten· 
tion ; for there {)nly could they rayse the workes without the annoyance of the water .. 
springs that issued in the lower grounds; there only could they make pattery within 
pis toil-shot of the walls that wanted flankers ; and when they once had entred 'a breach 
there, they were instantly possest of the highest part of the town. On this side, there
fore, were their ordnance brought up; and first two culverins of sixteen pound bu1let 
were planted on the east side, a little out of musket-shot, where they made some store 
of hot, but did no execution. Next they planted three pieces of ordnance, of foure· 
teene and five-and-twenty pound bullet, upon their battery in a square redoubt on 
the south side, and began to batter the corner point of the wall, and a. brick house 
adjoyning; where one of our men was killed, without more harme. Then they played 
upon our ordnance mounted against their battery point blanck, and made some slight 
breach. which 'Was quickly stopped up with wool-packs and cannon-baskets. By this 
time they had drawne the trench neer the moate, where they made a kind of mine to 
drain it, and sunk much of the water, and attempted to cast faggots into the moate, 
but were beaten off by our musketiers. At several times they shot large granadoes 
out of their morter-pieces : Many fell into 'houses and brake, but did no harme; and 
one that fell in the street had the fuz quenched before it came to ground, was tak-en 
up whole, and found to wejgh three-score pound. 

After the Welch and Worcester forces came up, foure peece of ordnance were drawn 
a good distance before the place of their 1 eager, and one planted against the Awne
gate, and the sconces thereunto adjoyning: Wherefore a party, of about foure hun· 
dred musketiers, commanded by major Pudsey and captaine Gray, assisted by captaine 
Faulkner and captaine Ma-ssey. sallied forth of the north gate. Meane while a lieu
tenant, with fifty musketteers, was sent over the works to give them an alarm, whilst 
the greater party got behinde their cannon and breast-workes, fell upon tbeir mane 
guard, slew many officers, two canoneeTS, with about a hundred common ouldiers 
morta'lly wo nd d, took a lieutenant, with foure more prisoners, nay}ed their cannOD, 
and retreated with the losse only f two slaine, and about foure taken prisoners. 

The enemy having planted three pieces of ordnance again t the south· side, and now 
three more on the E'.as~ side, and two more neer the ~ast gate, within pis toll-shot of 
the town wall, began a most furious battery upon lllt u cr point, ana made above 
an hundred and fifty great shot against itJ whereby the stones were sorely battered, 
but the earth workes stood firme. By all this shot only two per ons were hurt; for 
the battery was so neare. that if the bullet missed tbe wall, it flew quite over the town, 
or lighted at randome; yet in the intervalls of the great shot, after each discharge, 
Qur musketiers playd hard, and killed foure prin.cipall cannoneers; Neither were tile 



1;'(Jcts t/udng tht Reign qf King CJlaries 1. 

people d~unted a .tIle noyse of cannon, which, by the slender execution, became so 
COllt mptiblcJ that at that very time omen and children wrought hard in lining the 
WaU and repairing the breaches. The el emy continued tb stor~e by sending gra
nadoe , ""bich were guided by the ha1)d of rovidence into by-places, and som times. 
falJjng upon the house$, did rend and teare the buildings, when the people within were 
presen'ed. . 

After ten dayes sit! e~ two scV'eraU parties were designed for the uayling of the ene
mies cannon. The e were commanded to fall into the trenches, and march on till they 
lPet each other. The one party • . of about two hundred mu ketier of the town regi
m nt, commanded by captaine tevenson and captaine Moore, sallied forth at the 
llorth gate, to have fallen into their trenches at We east port; but. by the mi take of 
their guide, over l\ malisb ground, and full of ditches, were brought round about to 
sir Jacob AshleY$ quarter, where most of them came not up. Only fourty musketiers 
encountred with five colours of the enemy, slew divers ot them, took two lieutenants 
prisoners, fQreed back the rest. and marching a Li~tle farther, faced, and fired at eight 
colour ~ore1 and so retreated. In the retreat two troopes of the enemies horse came 
on th real;e, whom our men facing about and charging, forced to fall back~ and made 
good tb ir own 1'1 treat. In thi distracted' skirmish two of ours were killed, three hurt, 
and a sa~jeant taken prisoner. The other party of the lord ' tamfords re imenll, com
manded by capta· ne HlUD\ aDI ~~Laine bite, sallied by boat down the riv~F, on the 
~outh part of the town, oWaJd the maine leagre, marched up to a square vedoubt, 
(~r cannon in the mean while playing upon the houses in the suburbs,.) beat them 
thence, killed a major~ wit some c mmon souidiers, and advanced to meet the other 
party. But the design failin~, through the m~idance of the otile .. party, they were 
calLed off, and by the help of our onJnance made a faire ret,reat, without losse of any, 
onely two wounded. The failing of tbe €nterpriz c;rossed a brave exploit and feasibl : 
They might have scoured the trenches, Wlder the shelter of our walls; . neither did the 
eneo1y take care to prevent them, by t iDg the roouthes of anyone piece of ord
nMce upon ~he entry of the entrenchment. Neverthelesse, the crosse event did luuch 
ama~e them, that ~ small party sbould ronne up to thei,r head-quarters, force their me , 
and recQveJ< back without a sensible losse. Certainely the care of a higher Providence 
preserved and brought off tho e many severaU p~rties, when the vanqui hing of auy 
one ef them mu t needs run th city upon extream hazal'tJ; for onf whQle strength 
remained upon the works day and night, excep the re erve of a hundred and twenty, 
men at the nlaine guard. One rare and slend r rank were to receive the stOlme with· 
out se~onds; yet the st\fety of the whole did require those f~equent sallits, (a desperate
remedy to a despairing city,) not only to cast b4ck th enemjes preparations, but to 
.a.t;naz t'bem, that the souldiefs should be held. u,p in sueb heighth of resolution, and 
cause them to expect more hot service from within the works. Our men likewise 
wqr4 to be kept i~ the heat of action, to prevent the fainting of the spirits; their hand.s 
.cMSOi~lbrued in bloud, did the more enrage them; nor by safer meanes could they over
(ome the terrour, wb)cb, by the reputation of th killgS army, might po.ssesse tl)eir 
Ulinds. The enemy were kept waklug by CQIltiuuaU alarqms, to waste and weary 
them; and 'twas the care of the goverDOW' to QUIiIe a perpet\lall noise; that when-
soever tbeir cannon had been sije t for a bile, qae Qr two of oar gUDS ga~e fire" to 
d.ii rbe the ca\m~ d signi6e to the ~UDtrlY that w~ were yet ali\7c; for the be .. 
tiegt:rs ever and auon scattered re~rt8 of tho takiog of the tQwn, witb a purpose to 

- preveQt our reliete. All things within did presage a deliverance. The MdoeSse of the 
timet did Dot dQud the countenapce of the people; they beheld their fortunes· with a 
cle8J brow. Ud were d liberate _ chearfull in tt.e endeavour. of safety. 0 great 
OOOlp,\aioj are beard iii our streets, no discODt nt lCtized on'the IOUldiefSw at other. 
tim. to mutiuy) JPCJl of 8UJ~ted iiuelity did not faiJe in. aetMl; ",ery V&-i 



loabJe person was active in his own plac ; the usuall Otltcryes of women were not 
then heard. the weaknes of who .exe was not overcom by the terrible engine of 
warre: and our becalmed spirits did implore divine assis ~nce without conf'ti ion. 
The governour personally performed, ready at every turnin" of affairs, and gracing 
the businesse w~th speech and ge ture. Upon the least intimation of diffidence, he pre· 
tended rationall hop of succe s ; addincy withall, that our late Jeeldiog coold not. 
mollifie the king army; and if in the close we mu t needs be lost, nC) urer means of 
safety then by the utmo t gal1antry t() const ine honour· ble conditions. 

The enemy still prepa ed for a gen ral torm, meaD 9hile seeking to waste our rna· 
gazine, which they knew must need ddenly fayl, expended their own store, and 
dayly acted to the terrour of the inhabitants; shooting granadoes, fire-bals, and great 
stones out of their morter.peeces, and had now planted a battery on th outh ide we t
ward, unto which the lower part of tht! town wa open. Thence in one night they shot 
above w-enty Ii ry melting-bot iron bullets; spme ei htee pound weight, oU rs two
and-twenty pound weight, which weI' seen to fly through tb ayre like the shoo iog 0 

a tarre. T ley p ed through st and ricks of hay, where the fire, by the swift· 
nesse of the motion, did not catch and fall-iog on the ops of hou ,presently melt
ed th~ leads, and sunk through; but all tb skill and indu try of the en my could not 
set one house on fire. • 

They still played their great hot again t t e waIs, and wro ght hard in filling up the 
moat witl:\. faggots and e~r'h at the place where they battered) where also they ouilt a 
ganery over the head of the trencb, the breadth of foure abrea t; in th eiLeJ" where" 
of they bad almo t workt themselves yer the I at. Then we found that ·they had 
sunk a 'mine um!er the.ea t gate; whereupon the governour commanded a c iUnt r-mine 
in t.wo places; but finding the springs, let off: conceivin for the same rea on the en
C:ctvour of the enemy to no purp To discover or interrupt t i wor, a rg t, 
with five daring men, were puc forth at port-bole in tbe dungeon at the east gate, came 
clo e to the mouth of their mine, took off the board that covered it, and for a while vi w
ed the miners. n of thes cast in a band~granad among t them. whl st the ou e 
musketiers played upon th m as they ran forth, and with the noise of our men from the 
walls 'ave the whole leafre. a strong alarm, and crept in at the port-nole without harm. 
Wherefore, di covering that the enemy. notwithstanding the springs, went on with their 
mine, we renewed our counter mine; for they had sUllk a great depth under the m t, 
and e. treamely toyled in drawing up th spring water, till t teoCYth they had gotten 
under th gate, that our min r cou d heare them work undet th m, and did expect to 
spoyle them, hy pouring in water, or stealin out their powder. 

For a remedy to this mi chi fe, and withall the en my havin plant d store of canon 
ba kets within half mu ket-shot of tbe ea gat, point. blank, intending a battery there 
upon tile springing of their mine. we m de a very strong work crosse the street, with 
a lar Fe trench before it, ano filled it with water, intending tQ raise it up to the eaves of 
th hou e , and to plant some canon there. We answered their severall approache by 
so many counter· works. A sconce was built upon a rising ground that looked into theIr 
trellche , wbere we could plant foure piece of ordnance, t cleare within the wals a ground 
called the Fda s Orchard, outhward, and scoure tht ir flank upon their entrance at the 
ea t gate, and 0 northward. Al 0 an inner work wa drawn from the south side alonO' 
the nuddle or th Oreha d, and all passages stopt betw en that and the ea t port. And 
to hinder their g lIery, we bega to lIuderOline, tor' pl~C't' to put forth a peece of ord. 
nance at the bottom (Jf the waU, to batter the flank thereof; which . was perfect d, and 
a akt'r there placed. Commaptkd men were drawn out upon the walls. granadoes 
pr vlded, and when the grt-at gUB pi ,vetl upon the gallery, til musketiers t'ut plenty 

. f hot. nd ca~ dlver granadoes Into. their trench s. III the meao whilt! (they tiring 
theh' oronllBce alr~nst the top of the waH) we cut oft' a maine hearne of the ~llery 
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with our kolt sbot :. But·.tpe s~m~ day ~l,!e enePlY had s\lJlk a piece ag,ai llst th~ port-hole 
of our mine, and forcedqs to wl1thdl'a,W the saKer; yet we cast them back three dayes 
work. 

And because all this side of the town had no flankers, nothing did more offend the 
enemy in their entrenchment~ then an old barne at a corner point neal' the north port, 
in whic11 was mounted a peece that commanded thr e everall wayes, and obliquely 
looked iuto their trenches, and oft times did good execqtion upon the pioners. This 
'Va the chiefe ,st~ength of that side, conceived the weakest part of the town. U pon 
the key~hea(t an halfe-n;lOpn wasl'aysed, with a breast-work up,on Seavem side, under the 
castle, to defend an assault from those high grounds beyond the river, which was ever 
feared by those within. . 
. His majesty ~nstantJy J'esid~g ,at a titHes dista1lce, would .not solell~nly invite by pub. 

llque summons. lest hee~ho,b.ld detract from ~be ~onour of hls euterpnze: neverthelesse, 
those abou him dealt under-hapd, by sundry advertizement of tbe kings displeasure, 
threatnihgs, perswasiolls, and many intimations of possIble O'race and favour. Some of 
our neighbours in th~ir own nanJe$ desil'ed admission to a conference, and perswaded 
the surren~er of the city, in regard of the great power and terrible menacings of the 
enemy, with the small hOp'es, and, in a manner, im,Possibility ofreliefe; adding withall 
the heav5 purthens under wl1ich the country groaned. The gpvemor made answer, 
that we were suflkiently co ~ious of our own strength and th . ground of our resolu
tion, and that we did not thin our selves obliged to the enemy for the hopes and offers 
of favour. These manifold perswasions made the besieged more obstinate, and enabled 
them to understan'd themselves as a people worthy of entreaty, a prize worth the pur
chase, and in no wise lost or desperate; the enemies themselves being judges. 

As the souldiers within were heat~d with their own performance, so the enemy with. 
out being wasted in a lingering design before the houre of service came, grew feeble in 
their own dlOUghts, and to us contemptible. Our common souldl.ers took to themselves 
a liberty to revile" prevented and confounded tne enemy with the self-same language 
in whicl;1 tpey were wont to abuse and scorne our party ; which contumely, though it 
begets a mOre deadly hatred and desir:e of revenge in generous mindes, at that time did 
deject exceedingly and debase the spirits of their pr'ivate souldiers, who had never per
formed one gallant at~hievement; and to whom the sturdinesse of our men was well 
Ifpowll. The slownesse of the~ .. design in that form of a leaguer proceeded from the 
.desire of saving their foot, w~th this presumption, t11at there was no power to raise the 
siege; which confidence deceived them till too late; for their foot, after those many 
knocks, and the nrst fury spent, were not so capable of the service, without the help of 
many tedious preparations. Wherefore, besides their mine and battery, tney fi'ame4 
great store of those unperfect and troublesome engirtes, to assault the lower parts of the 
city. Those engines ran upon wheels, with plank, musket-proof, placed on the axel
tree, with holes for trlU ket-shot. and a bridge befQ~e it; the end whereof (the wheel;:; fall-
ing into the ditch) wa to rest upon our breast. works. J 

Our reHef~ seem.ed slow, and the strai nesse of the. siege debarred all inte ligence.:, 
Only two sples which we scnt Qut returned from WarwIck, ~nd broQO'ht De~'e of th~ 
advance of tl~e lQrp"genel'aU. The report of hie excellencY1 who then lay under ~< 
cloud, did give no great assurance. The truth is, the sense of the depth of our djstress~ 
did not reach us. Sir William Waller" upon whom the citizens of Londou cast their 
favour, had not the reHques of an army: the generals army crumbled away: the ma
ligtlants of London fomented tumults in the city; and insurrections in Kent distracted 
t11e bUlJinesse. The bouse oflords voWd a ti'eaty with the king; the house of commons 
debated the matter. "the ~91utio~ of Gloucester turned the stream, whose succour, 
Wa$ ~lved upon, as t!\e' kin~doms safety. The recruit o~ tIle aJ1l1Y .~aI too slow for 
the lervlCC. ' The LondOJl t.-atned b_nd8~ or Butte, .must relieve us, liut could not agree. 
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who should undertake the busine e. Essex was not favoured, but the more prudent 
saw that he must be the man. Tbat noae might decline tbe service upon whom the 
lot fell, the shop windows were commanded to be shut up, and trading for a time sus
pended. The expeditIOn was hasted in every pulpit, carried on \Yitb continuall fasting 
and prayer. An army was framed in an instant, and marched' with iocredible swiftnesse. 
Prince RUp'ert, with the greatest part of the kings horse, drew from Gloucester, to retard 
their march, but still appearing in the van, did no more then drill them along. The 
enemy stayed before u till the last houre, judging every particle of time a great advan
tage, not knowing what a moment might bring forth. They within, not satisfied with 
the former intelligence, sent out two other spies with a double signal1; first one fire on 
the sid uf a hill, to signifie their escapes, and two fires on the same place, if they heard 
good newes; which latter was accordingly performed, and beheld by us. 

The fifth of September was appointed for a public fast, to be kept by such as might 
be spared from labom. This day we discovered their carriages tnarching from the 
leaguer, and their horse and foot marching after; yet we were not confident of the rai
sing of the iege till the me~ were drawn out of the tre~ches, and the reer-guard fired 
their huts. We then perceived that God had ent a dehverance, and that in the close 
of a solemn fast, as a gracious returne of prayer. • 

This evening the lord-generall came to the brow of the hills seven miles from the 
town, and fired a warning piece; but by reason of the contrary winds the report was not 
beard, neither did the newes reach us that night: Wherefore we did not venture upon 
the reere of the enemy with our slender and wearied forces, but kept as strong and 
watchfull guards as any time before; presuming that reliefe at hand had raised the 
enemy, yet suspecting that in point of honour they would attempt something worthy 
of a royall army, But abiding before us to t11e last e~tremity, they were driven away 
with ~reat confusion, after so many vowes of victory and revenge, when their mines, 
batteTles, and engines were in readinesse. This hurry preserved the countrey from injury, 
which by them was devoted to ruine. His majesty was forced to leave the town be
hinde him, and constrained to a tedious march in that tempestuous rainy night; their 
carriages \vere not got up the hills till the next morning, which distraction was not 
known to us; and the generals army was tired with long and continuall marches. The 
admirable care of Providence was beheld in the season of our reliefe, when all things 
were prepared by the enemy for a generall storme; our ammunition con umed; but 
three single barrels of powder left in our magazine, and 1;)ot so much more elsewhere: 
in the little barm done by their caQnon and morter-pieces, that seut amongst us so many 
terrible mes engers. Our lost men, taken or slain, did not amount to the number of 
fifty, and of these but two officers were slain-captain Harcu and the governors ensign ; 
yet we l).il1ed of the enemy (who never ventured an assault) above a thousand men, by 
the lowest confession. 'The king expended much in ammunition, tngints, and keeping 
together the discontented souldiers, besides the los e of his pretious time in that full 
tyde of yictor,Y. Here was a bound set to the swelling of those proud waves, and the 
rock that split that army; when the queen was sayd to be transported with 'passion 
because her cuun ell was not followed; who advised the king to wave Gloucester, and 
advance for Lonclon, whilst the parliament had no army in the field, the number of 
malignants in the city did equall the rest, began to rayse tu.mults, and the actions of 
state were unresolved. This city diverted the enemie thoughts from that rare oppor
tunity; which, not So consclo" of the kingdoms weakl1e:l~t:, h ld up beyond reason, and 
gave ~ breathing-time to the state to effect its own reliefe .. Great ~as the'falling of the, 
kings hopes in this d '·teat; who by the gaining of this town would have held an undi
vided, uninterrupted command, and the granary of the kingdotne in the heart of his 
countl'y; 01;1 the west bounded with the sea, deare thr,ough th~ midd1e of the land to th 
northerne parts, where also the earl of NewcastJes army prevailed. and in breadth reach· 
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inn' from the utmo t 'Wales to the London association, and backed with Ir ~and, ith 
whom an accommodation was then preparing. 

Tt,; \'crtheles e th raising of the siege wa but aD unperfect delivel'ance. The ue
e e of th »en .ral army, with the supply of our wants, were to make it compleat ; 
for the enemy outin ally lay at our doores, commerce was clean taken away, aud we 
fa r!' di tant from the fountaine of future upplies; wherefore, during the sta of hi ex-
cellency, partie of horse were continually sent abroad to fetch in provisions out of the 
(!nemi quarter and malignants tates. The granary was quickly filled. • he g ne
ralll ft thre · culverins, forty ingle barrel of gunpowder, and set the garri on in order. 

be London train .. bands and auxiliaries supposing the work already done. and the 
date ofthtir commission expired, earnestly contended ho~eward ; yet must they break 

I their way through the kings anny, and give him kome further blow, to secure and per
fect the relie' of thi garrison: For so confident were the enemy of their own trength, 
that many thought h, majesty ill-advised in not fighting with the earl of Esse. neare 
Glouce ter! Wherefore the gene raIl was to secure his retreat, to take heed lest he be 
penned up in these parts; and with that speed made after the kings army, (which by 
thi tim had gotten s me miles in the van of our army,) that orne horse and foot out 
of the re~ote quarters marched above thirty mil before they re ted. Th y came up 

fore Cirencest r, where the king had left a strong party. The forlorne hope entered 
the town hils the re t urrounded it, killed the sentinell sleeping, marched up to the 
market-place without opposition, (the enemy supposing them Prince Maurice his forces, 
that night expected,) till they entred the hOllSes, nd urprized them in bed; took foure 
hundred men, and thirty c rt~loa es of bread, cllee , and other provisions; a great re
liefe in a wasted countr y, and th only upport of the souldier against the battle at 

ewbery. . 
The successe of which battell did close up with honour that happy and gallant un

dertaking of the lord-generaU and the citizens of London : a brav<: service as these 
warres caD shew forth; enol1ed by its wonderfull rise, lively pl'ogres e, nimbI xpedi
tion, admirable fortune, and honourable conclusion. Notwithstandin hi ex ellency 
h d hereby disabled and broken the kiQg army, and secured the garrison of' J louc teT 
from a sudden rever e, yet his own army wa sorely brui:sed, and retiring to London, 
left but a little burthen upon the enemy on that side: By which meanes they w re free 
to mole t the e parts, and this garrison left to bear the bruut, provide for it Ife and 
run the danger, tbo.l\gh not of an other siege, yet of' blockiug up and ruine, by the spoyle 
of our C)OUntrey, which that party decreed to destruction; and the enemy a th doore, 
and the distanc of our friends, did threaten no Jesse. Not a man could be left by the 
generall to encrea e our strength, Qor money to content the 80uldier: th re wa only 
an a surance of help from the parlillUlent. Wh the arrears of officer and souldiers 

'ere large, the governor made certaine propositions to the parliament conc ruing the 
support of thi place : ...... that &iDee at such a distance he could not expect a constant 
apply, tbey would send down at once ten thousand pounds and a thousand mell, (farre 

below the places due according to the terms of the souldie entertainment,) which might 
set thinge 10 a thriving way, and enable the IODldiera to act of themselves, withuut those 
continuAll cravings and outer yes &pi t the tltato. Upon wbich terms the activen e 
of this vemment gave wurance of the tiaaling of an rmy to master the countrey, 
then enthralled to the enemy; yea, to lie upon the nemiCi quarters, consume their store, 
d' treIIe their chiefe garrisons Of Briatoll and Oxford, nd endanger the reat, as re-
ford OfCeiter, Bod atop their upply, of mea and money. Such a stroll, 
JU ore • halfe .ay to \he end of the work. 

But to walk· a fruPll course, nd deaire a daiJ rapping of Ie· 
. ere, uch; wmea is Dot the y nee, caD 
bring to1 . ; when u this rationall adveAt the ~ 

a 



of an hundredfold; and upon the failing hereoftbe greate t miaCbiefe could bee no more 
then the losse of that ex pence. Wherefore they voted a supply aDd raised men ana 
mon ys in a languishing way, that tho five hundred listed for Gloucester were redu
ced to fifty ere they could reach us, anu the greatest part of the money iquaild,ed away 
without a sensible advantage to thi garrison. 

After wbery fight, Sir Wllliam Vava our was ent to Hereford with a ,trongparty, 
to raise forces in tho e parts, with commi sion to omrnand in chiefe in the countie of 
Gloucester and Hereford, and a command from hi majestic to distreElse Gloucester on 
the Welch side, and to garri on Tewkesbllry. 

Colonell Massie was not satisfied ill keeping hi own arrison, out eager of continuall 
service, to destroy or di able the enemy, for which no other place in th kiIlgdome was 
conceived cap~ble of the like advanlage: Wherefore by himselfe urged, be set upon the 
parliament with importunat complaints, that for lack of strength gr at opportunities 
of servic to us and disservice to them wefe lost. And a greater mi chiefe did e. erci e 
thi govcrnment-th want of men and money, and ammunition to d fend it eIfe; 
upon which extreme scarsity of provision waslike to follow; and in the e hopes did the 
enemy hIes e them elves; so that the advantage and honour of maintaining the city 
against the violeuce of an army was like to v:mi h in the lingrin deatJl of the place: 
And the govern our was about to embrace another command in the generall's army, yet 
reserving a ubmission to ,the parliaments pleasure, who required him to continue lJis 
service in this government. This charge wa surrounded with difficulties, and each day 
brought forth some new birth. When the enemy begirt us in tbeir wi uteI' quarters, 
the hope of our promised succours were past, wjthout the convoy of an army, Not 
one gentleman of the countrey durst be seen to assist us : No member of parliament did 
)'eside here, to encouraO'e the businesse. All thing rested UpOll the p,;overnour sole 
care, both to tore the (I'arrison with provisions, and raise money out of that small pit
tance of the countrey out of the enemies hands. The discontent of the souldier was 
now heightned, and ready to cause a di banding. To make good the place was the 
parliaments command; and inevitable necessity was the chiefe t law to support it: 
'Wherefor , apprehending more III iscry then in the la te siege, tbe go\'crnor was con train
ed to lay some ensie taxation on the cOllutr y, to upply the present exigence, whilst 
th enell.ies pow r extended on all sides almost to the gates of Gloucester. Hereupon 
daily complaint were brought before him, that the taxes were till qllally rated by the 
offic rs of the everall pari 1 es; that sllch a were broken by til enemy were rated as 
high a if their estates were entire. The governolll' representd these thiug to the 
parliament, carne t1y begged their direction in his inteuded course, which by them 

'as not in one syllable contradicted: Wherefore, at a councell of wane, the condition 
of the countrey was debated upon, antl an order made that some officers and citizens 
hould be intr ated as a committee, to heal' and rcctifie the complaints concerning as':' 
s emellts, and to use that model'ation which rea on diu r quire. ot 10n after a pe-

tition wa presented to the g~vernoUl: in the name of the c~untr~y,-t at one mon~hly 
rate, without other charge, mIght be lmpo ed upon them; hkewl e, tllat th 1'. te might 
be made according to ('''luit)', and the'po~)fe sra~'ed; that the ~loney !night bee paid 
in to the common trea urer, whence It should Issue as necessIty reqUlrcd; and that 
a choyce commiUee might be appo~~ted ~o ove,r·see all the money r~tec.l, ,r ceivcd, and 
t.lisbursed. The gov to manifest h18 deSire of the peoples sattsfactlOn, and that 
things might be carried' a~. ud equall ay, ordered, by the consent of a councell 
of \v.arre, that a committee ~ rs, ~it.i%ons, d countrey 'entleDlen, sboulil re~ulate 
the assessement of the couDtrey AQl'tU to tbei~ desires. Some of hich g ntlemen 
not long after were of the corum ~ea !>y order of parliament. 

S 
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{oreover, th; c mmitt e moved, at a ounccll of warr , for a further power to hare 
aM (Ieterruine lIch bu in<.> as by th gov rtl ur $P iall or leI' hould I> refclTcd 
unto them; to examine llPon oath, utlCi cOlllmit all uch person (olli . rand souldirl' 
onl, eeptco) A bould offer ont mpt; and this they enforced with t11 se ren 011 : 

1. II cau e tl ere wa. no COll1Bliltee of parliament then in b in(r, nor would any adv 11-

tm" nch an ulloertaki )fl' in an ppl'e ' U and distracted COllutrey , and th neco silies 
o the garri on did admit of no delay; 2. That th1 committee; consisting of souldiers, 
citiz 11 , and countl'ey gentlelfl n, would give satisfaction, I>oth to til coulltl'ey-m n 
who pa 'ed their tll on e, • when thi>lllsel" w re acquainted ,,·ith its nee lSsity ann di -
posaH.and t.o the uldier J who bin priv totherec itofth mon y, and the COlln
trey indig nee, mi~ht be contented with a slender entertainm nt: that at 011 e it 
seemed to I>re\'ent eli content in the countrey, and mutiny in the souldi r; 3. That 
the petitions of the c untre prt's eo upon the governoul' in such multitude, that a. 
great part of hi tim , which might be spent against the ellenlY to bett r purpose, was 
taken up herewith, or many per 01) ,mu t needs be xpo ed to injury and oppre sion ; 
4. 1 cau e all COUl' of law ,fj'om W minister wa then stopped. not a lnw)el' I ft in 
the countre ,110 court of equity to relieve the oppres 'cd, 01' curb the extremity of the 
Jaw, who e prt> ent want wa not 0 much in setling tates and determining right, as 
in providing for the support of the garrison, then like to be ruint:d j of which the 
king party lu:ul as gr at a onndence as before th siege. No landlord could receive 
l1is rent, no intercour c of trade betwe n man and man, whereby to nable them to 

. pay taxations. Alld for these reaSOllS such au order by the counstl1 of wane was then 

. as&en ted unto. 
I thi the peopl nc\'er groaned under the governours power; their voluntary sub-

mis ion 'as a witn~.s of his moderation. And tbi ' authority had more of entreAty 
then constraint, only the sword had ome influence of f are upon the injnriou ; th 
proceeding of the town-court not suspended, but sometimes entreated to forb are, upon 
equitable consideration, nd when the govern UJ' began to ob erve ome d rogation 
f.rom his intentions by thi committee, he instantly sent a prohibition, 'Twa n vel' 
11 thou(l'ht to rule lJy the sword, but it\ a de, perat case .by the allle to cut out a way 
wI I' in the rul of law and ju tice might {rc 1 passe. lIe wa ev r unwillinc- to tuke 
the charge upon him, and by c\'eralllettcrs requested the parliament that til burth n 
of government night be layed upon orne other; 01' if that charg Ilill t rc t upon Illm, 
that they, would send down a committee, that In;gbt take ofr' the temuer cares, and per
mit him to look to the well-ordering of hi forces for tile atety of thi place, and to 
enlarge his quarters, that the sen'lee here nlight not bee only to keep Gloucester. bul 
weaken the enemy, and beget friend daily to the parliam nt. 

Such was tt1c face of go\'ernment within the city, whi16t the enemy acted hi part 
without, and bore down by force Oll all side, From Heretord ir William Va\'ii.sour. 
with about se,'eri hundred horse and foot, marched into Tcwk,l>ury, with a purpose to 
garrison that town, then a wide and open place, not ealY to be held by u , who had 
neither competent streng~h nor time to f<Jrtity, the kings foret's continually lying upon 
us. If WiUiam made IlieW of setliog the garrison, yled him Ife governor of Tewks
bury, in tited the countrey, with pronl' of uKieratlon nd candor in all hi proceed
ings Yet these Welch furtes had aearce takeu 1.1-1> ir quarters, bltt rcct!i\'cd an alarm 
from Glouces~r, by a party that eat ~ in mAgot: ADci the common 86uldiers, 
partly discontented ith their officer, who had often de~ivetJ that innncent people, 
od tta ~ htm the ... ·or • partly repining for W~l1t of pay, fi 11 into a lIes-

per8te muti t ~ if comma 1'1, i:hOie ratht/r to be kiM then to fight, and con-
straiue 'r I :ep tit u, huted over U:pto~.t:iri~e, and did acarce look 
back t' e ill nDe,Y . tw to be . picted) that I.Y late Dock 
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had beaten out their spirit, but chiefly that they were afraid of this countrey ayre, in 
which they could never thrh'e. Dy this means the excrescence of Sir William Vava ... 
sour government wa pared off, and him elf driven to retire into Hereford. 

ev rthelesse we are cooped up with the enemies garrisons round about, and wholly 
<1ivided from the re t of the parliaments army. ucltly Castle was maintained by the 
lord Chand s; a great stop to our nt 'I'course with Warwick, which was the only way 
of commerce with London, that a scout could not pa se without extream haza . Berk
ley astle \va held for til king hy a cottish captain, and subdued the richest part of the 
county. III the heart of the fOITe t 'ir John Winter strongly fortified and defended 
his own house: And now the enemy had put a garrison into Beverstone Castle, resolving 
withall not to leave 011<" tl'Ol1" house unguard d, both to enlarge their OWn quarters, 
and to stop our market and contribution. ()ur governour began to look forth, and fir t, 
for want of' quarters, was enforced to s nd abroad his own company, which were placed 
in a defenceable hou e at Fmrnpton upon evcrn. These were a stop to the incursions 
from Derklry, and Furlhered th safety of that ide of the countrey. i\n hundred and 
fifty foot of Colon 11 D vereux hi regi ment o·ani ond a strong house at Presbury, with
in fourc mile of Sudcly Castle. The e orcly vexed the enemy in tho e parts, did a 
little open the pa age towards Warwick, and th house proved a good resting-place in 
the repa· e. Another (ru~ml wa et at We tbury, on the edge of the forrest, to affront 

ii' John Winter; a mo t active enemy, ami one chiefe a nt of the popi h faction. Sir 
John, as i teJ wit/) the lord Herbert hoI' e, threatn d u out of the forrest, and had 
made a pas ag' over' avern at Newnham, Lo afflict those parts beyond the river. Not
withstanding all this, Our small party by continuall action upheld their repute. Some 
week after the raising 0 the siege, t he goveroour marched With his two troop. and two 
hundred musketier before Berkley castle. The musketier faced and kept jll the 
enemy, whilst the bor e fell into the countrey beyond, to fetch in the p I' ons of ome 
principa\l malignant ; but in stead of them met with the lords Herb rts troops, and an 
hundred and fouTty hoI' e besides, which arne to relieve the a tIe. Our horse, with 
some few rnu keti rs, fell upon them, put them to a retr at. and, lew me few, without 
any IQ se to Our party, who drew off, xpecting the opportunity of a greater trength. 

About thiR time Sir John "Winter entred upon the O'overnment of Newnham ; where
upon he took the courage to plunder the villages neare Glouce t r: hi hoI' e came 
within three mil s of the city, and drov away store of the couotrey cattle. The go
vernour receivil g intelligen e, drew forth hi small number of hoI' e, not exctediug 
seventy, made after and pursued them to the eutran('e of their new ganison. where th y 
had already se ured their plunder. In the retreat, five troop. of the lord Herbert regi
ment fell on the real'e : our men drew up in a narrow laue, ready to receive the charge, 
fired upon them, and put them to a ruuDing retreat. An officer, with twelve troopers, 
made the pursuit, took olle horse colourS', aod some pri Onel'R, and killed a cornet 
and quarter-rna tel'; which evept made Sir John Winter for pres~nt quit that goverument 
with murh distraction. 

At tI aL lim there was no lclfty stage of action, because the present enemy did yeeld 
no gallant opportunity. Sir John Winter was wise tor biOlselte, nimble in in~ flour 
hu inesses, delighted rather in petty and cunning contrivance then open gallantry, re
ferred all his industry- to hi own hau e, or the limits of the farrest, vexed his neigh
boul'J lUore then weaknc:d his enemy, and advanced the cathohke call e no other way 
then hy the plague aad ru..iutJ of the countrey. 

On the other ide of the city the enemy was imboldned to erect ne\v governments 
at Tedbury and Wotton Underedge. These did invite the governours march that way, 
who withall had his eye UpOll Bever tou CasUe, newly ganisond, aDd commanding 
the rich clothiers of Stroodwc&ter: hither 11e ad\'ancej:l, WIth a party of thlee hundred 
foot and tbure score borse. These hone, scot before, were so forDlidable to the enemy 
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at 11('11 my, tl1at lh gavel nour, Horatio ary, with hi who1 regiment, we\' put to 
flight a ld tii Hipatcd) with t1 e Joss of fourtecne of their men slaine and taken pri
SOller. 

' 0101)'"'11 ~fa ey brou ht lip his men and two aket' again t everston astle, 
w11 l'e ha"in:r urrouncJecJ it, h plant d his auns within pi toll- hot of the gate, and 
gl'lV fire cy rall time. <ifty roll keticr ran up to th gat at noone-day, and fixed 
a p tan'e, which, nevel'tbelesse, failed in the ex cutioll. Tho c from within thr VI 

granadoe amongst our m 11, but hurt none; who, altholl h tb r by fore d from the 
gate, yet the ran up the seoud time, bing op 11 to the full shot of a cur enemv, 
and brought off the petarrc with roll h <rallantry, Til design wa not feazible for" a 
qoick rli patch, for the gat' wa barricauo'd within' the l1i"ht came n, and those re
I lote part did promi e no security to 0 mall a party' likewise, the tate of the city 
required them near rhome: Wbel'cfore, after twelv ' houl ' I th party was drawn off~ 
and, in the l' treat, advanced towa1"d Wotton Unl'lcredg , where the enemy had placed 
akindoft mporary o'arri, 011, with a regiment of hor e. Til . PI' pared for the c mming 
of our force, drew up 011 a hill before the town to face them, and at nj 'ht retreated 
to th ir gal'fi aD, wh re our men an'iv el som wJ)at late, and found the enemy all 
mounted, fell upon them, and put them to flight; 0 ' wholl! about six were slaine, and 
twelv tak n prisoner. th rest escaping to Bristol!. 

The uext day, by an ov r·rulmg hand of Providence, our party was led back to 
Glouc ster, contrary to the hop of sir John Winter and hi cOl11pliccs. The e having 
jlltelligen 'e of the goveroour absence with a stronge party, and suppo iog the gar
rison ther b w aknerl, sen l to aU the quart )'s of tbe torrest, MonmOllt~, and Here
fordshire, to draw togetber, and advCln e for tlle surpri all of Glouoe tel" It wa after-

, ward susp 'ted a complotroent, to be managed by the a i tance of tlIaJigl1ants ill the 
city. Late at 'night the governour had not~ce of the enemy in the forrest; thereupon 
l1e commanded captain Crisp to draw fifty musketiel's from the guanls, and march 
three miles that way, making good a house that stooel on the pas ge. As yet there 
\Va no suspicion of a plot; but before out party llad passed a mile and halfe, they en· 
countred the enemy, , ho were drawn up, horse and foot, in a broad lane near High
Dam hou ,in tantly fired upon them, slew a captaine and some fou\'e 'ommon soul
diers. The ellemy were amazed a~ the sudden and unexpected encounter, forced back 
with feare, and r treated to Huntly, where sir John Winter bad secured his own per
son; but, eli tracted by the strange repulse, marched off ill great confu ion, at the ap
proach of fift cne hor e that fell in amongst the whole brigade, slew seven or eight, 
aud took fen prisoners. 

This discomfited the enemy, and dashed the designe; yet the Hereford and Mon
monthshire forces kept their ra~devouz at Coford in the forrest, and till threatncd 
the city. No meanes for the reducing of this place is left unatt mpted; and at this 
present treachery wa the ,grand design, au(l over-ruled all their proceeding, aud 
prevented many mischievous act of open hostility, which might ea il ha\'c uestroid 
us; for divers malignant gentlemen of d i county went about to cast this city into 
extreme poverty and exigence, by the couotrey8 ruine: Wherefore, cone iving the 
;present enemies not -sufficiently eruell, the importuned hi majesty that colOllell 
ala.-Ies Gerrard might quarter upon U8 with his brigade, to devoul', spoyle, and burn, 
beside. Hie ex~tation of aU the mi8Chiefe the lord Heruert ano Vavasollf can doe. 
But . matitlOUs CoollC 11 and instigation, though most opportune for the kings pur
~.e, at afterWard erOtlSed by their 0 D party waiting upon the succe se of a close 

• the aCt of pacification made by the king with tbe Irish ffbels, 
'''cJel1~j e orld, and wipe off the vami&h of the former oathes 
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and protestations . . The wOl'ld could nQt believe that any command or power could 'so 
800ne allay and quell ~hose Irish stormes, but that word which raised them up. Then 
did the effect declare the cause of those rare and slow proclamations against that 
hloudy rebellioh t and trunge intercepting of I'eliefe sent from the s~ate to. the dis,. 
tre sed protestants. Tbe . greatest admirer of the king$ declarations cOlthl Judge no 
lesse then that those rebells did better comp1y with his intentions then the parliament 
of England. Siu e his Iuujesty, having two enemies, is resolved to ma)(e peace with, 
one, to crush the otber, he will fall in with that party that carries least contl'adic'tion 
to his maine designe; and this was the revel! of Ireland; whose chiefe aime likewise 
his majesty must not abhorre; for there can bee 110 lasting compliance without a ~u~ 
tuall engagement. Besides, the heads of that rebellion. were brought oVet, not as ac'"l 
cessaries, but principals in the kings w:lI're, and admitted to the secret couneeIL And 
to colour the pacification. the losse of .that kingdome, and all the ufferings of the 
English protestants, were charged upon the parliament. The English forces 1n Ire· 
land were possest with the opinion of neglect in the state, and were taken off the per
sui te of a just revenge llpon those cur ed rebels, to wane against thejL" native countrey, 
and teare th~ bowels of the mother that bare them, and therein act a patt, and cast 
in their lot with the rebels themselvesl 

Some of these Irish forces landed at Bristoll, and thence fell down upon Gloucester-
5111re. Colonell Min and sir ,\Villiam St Leger, with both their regirl,)ents, making 
up eight hundred 01' a thousand foot, and a hundred horse, all resolved men, with 
eight piece of ordnance, adv:U1ced to Thornbury. Co]onell Massey proclaimed enter
tainment to aU such as would tencier their service to the padiament; and, many private 
souldiers, resenting the ifference of the ,cause, came over daily. About the twentieth 
of December, a party of two hundred horse and dragooues, commanded by captaiue 
Bacl<house, were designed to beat up their quarters at Wotton, where they were lately 
arrived from Thornbury: Wherefore the party advancing thither, suddenly fell in 
among tbem, and found eight hundred men; charged up to the maine guard, and for 
a while wet'e masters of faure piece of ordnance; but over-matched and borne down 
by their numbers, were forced to retreat, yet hav'ing first slaine, wounded, and taken 
many of them, without the los e of a man. At the same time some of colonell 
Vavasours forces undertook to settle at Upton upon eaveme, but at the fit' t shew of 
an approach fi'om Glouoester, quitted those Cit arters. 

Once more doe the clouds gather round about: the storm threatned by the enemies 
fury, and mohe· violently driven .by the malice of some countr,ey g<;:ntlell~en. begins to 
arise. ~rhe maligua.nt ~~ntlemen of Cots wold provide avmes, and garrison strong 
houses; forces from O:xiort1 were expeo~ed at PainseW'ick and Stroud; th£:l Idsh were 
to lie 011 this side Berkley, the lord Herbert and sir John Wintel'. in the forrest, the 
lord Cha.ndos at Cheltenham, i1' William Vavasour and 'ir 1V'alter Pie at Tewkesbury; 
o that by th~ll our destruction is decreed, and St'Clues as a thintr done. 

Every corMI' ~f the countl'Y is pe, tered with theenemie garrisons, as Newneham, 
Lidney, ,Mollm'outh, Hereford. Worce~ter, Dimrnock,. Newent, HighleadetJ,Taintoo" 
Tewkesbury, Sudely, Saperton, Bcvcrston, and Berkley. OppOSite to these was the 
governom constrain d to erect petty garrisons, as mal1Y and as neare as possible; for 
the kings forces were agaiue ath-anced out of Herefordsbire with a. greater strength, 
and wdl prepar d. Sir William Vavasollt, sir Walter Pie, and colonell Wroughton are 
arrived at 'l'cwkesbury, and lJega.,l to ,ortilie) having a great power with them till the 
town wa setted artd made stroug; yet stitl distUl'b(:)Q by continuaU ~lal.'ums from G lou. 
oester, though the land-flouds bindred our desigo upon then.. The Iri h regiments 
1'Ose fmm -Wotton, and thence made over the hills for Tewkesbury: And because 
.their march \ as interrupted by our partiesl the lord Chandos horse joyned with them, 
to strengthen and secure their advance to Chel~am; whither they came, with foure 
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and Wales. This friggot was sent down Seavern, manned with eamell and a party 
of souldi rs, fOl' whatsoever attemp sudden opportunity hould offdr; and arrivil1()' at 
Chepstow, our musketteers hasted ashore, and entred the town, wht're they surprized 
most of the officers of colonell Oneales regiment, rays d under the command of tbe 
lon.l Herbert. These fiever dreamed of an enemy from Glouce te in that corner of 
the land, at such a distance. And thi was the advuntaO'e of the ervicf', that, by 
the surptizall of the oHiccrs, it prevented the l'aysinO' of that regiment of horse which 
sbortly after would have pIa ued the countr y. ,Our I I n havlllg secured their pl'i. 
sonel'S, and ready to make homewards, another prize fell into their banos, wbere they 
took a vessell laden from Dl'istoll with oyle, wine, sugar, and other commodities. The e 
little ser ices weI' an weraole to the times, and upheld the c teem of the garrison in. 
that 10\v ebbe. Tbi expedition ~ave all alarum to Bristoll ntHJ all 'Vales, who, tu 
prevent the like inrode, ent up dIvers fl'iggOl to guard the rh·er. 

At tbi time sir William VavasQur began to appeare from 'few! sbur)" and made au 
attempt upon Bodington House, a petty garrison of ollr , only to pre erve the coun· 
trey. Hither he came up with five h~ndred foot and two peeces of ord nance, fired 
his gunne against the hOll , aBel engaged hi1l1selfe in an assault. The place was 
maintayned by them within till a small party drew from Gloucester; the rcport of 
whidl (at three milt's distance) cau ed colon 11 Vavasour to draw off, and r~turn back 
to Tewkesbury, with tne 10 e of eight or ten men lJefore the house. Neither did 
Vavasour seem to act with that violence w hieh the out-side of the enemies design did 
look for; whether retarded by the dulnes e uf nature, or the notice of ome close 
contrivance. However, the slowne se and ill succes e of hi actions rend red him ob
noxiou to the JealolL j s of his own party; which u pition was easily encrea ed oy the 
intercour of civility betw en him and colonel! Massie; when the known fidelity and 
constant indeavoul's of the one couLd inable him. without offence to his own ide, to 
di P)I t with an enem , in ' uell complements a the other bad not the liberty to u e. 
Such neglected pas a "e have a great weigbt in the hallance of reputation and honour, 
aince the rnmde If) not revealtd by it~elft, and wbe men as well as fooles oft-times 
have only the event tu Il'uide lhdr judgement. ; . 

On the other side of the town we bad continuall skirmi hes with co]onell Veale, 
newly l11aCre govern our 01 crkley Ca"tle. anti a si teJ with the lord 1 ehequeen regi
men t ot nurse. This nenlY wa no way formidable nol' 011scltievou in any thin y save 
the plunder or the country; by whom hee wa oft·times beaten bad- and kept iu awe, 
by the a sistancc of Frampton garrison. 111e churcb at Newnham was againe forti. 
fied ami oefcnded by sir John Winter, with a sufficient trength of men and foure 
p ltwes of ordnance; whence hee nlight rllone up to the gates of Gloucester, rob the 
countrey, and take menll persons at pleas re; only we kept a guard at Arlingham, to 
hinder his pas age over Seavern. 

Colonell Min lay strOflg at Newcnt, IIigbleauen, aod Taioton. The governour 
CQuid due little 01\ that side, only he 1)laced a garri on at Hartpnry Court. both to pre~ 
serve Cosselaw)1e. and to endeavour t l~ engagement of coloneU Min. Our garrison at 
l~l'ampt()n was lemov 0 to ' limbridge, withill foul'e n)iles of Berkley: We had other 
guards likewise at Es ington and Fro ter, to preserve and enable the people to con
tribution. "l'hus was tht.: city pestered on evel'Y ktnd, and fetched its-livelihood out 
of tile fire; with cOlltinuaU hazard forGing the enemies quarters, and defending its 
own. Parti were daily drawn out by the governtllll', who theu could not aiIl1e at 
"jctOl'Y, 1101' cxpt'ct a~ly gr at pertbl'111allCe, though the common people repined that 
he did not alw~ye8 conql-lcr, when it was conquest enough to keep the enemy in action. 
and pre ent their t:dravagan~es; to bearc up the hearts of our h iClIds, and ignifie to 
the world that we were) et alive. Though the governour was not illvitc:d abroad, yet 
he stmve to D1ake opportunities, according to the: stock of ammunition that was left 
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him, that councells might spring out of the midst of action. He drew out upon Tain
on with two hundr d ron ketiers, and with a hund .. d hoI' e faced the house, only to 

keep in or amaze them; but when the horse marched o.ff~ som of th ir troopes fell on 
the reare-guard, and charged the goverllom, who l'c·encountred and charged hom 
some distance before the rest of the troop; and, by the bteaking of the curb, hi hoI's 
carryed him among t the nemies tl'oope, with whom for a while lle O'rappled, and 

re cu d by the gallantry of a common troopel'; by which time our musketiers 
, ere brought up, and b at th m back without 10 t us. 

The governour choo ed rather to make work for the enemy, and to seek him in his 
own quarters, ..then lie at hom to expect the challenge: Yet did he playa wary game, 
and though z 'alous of honour, yet more true Lo the maine chance and tender of the 
lives of men: 'Vb refor head anced againe with foure hundred muskeliel's and fifty 
horse, came before Tainton, and with a small party faced the house ; having laid some 
mhu cados, with a purpo 'C to allure tit 111 into the nare, and cut off their m n, as 

well to ncourage the countrey a weaken the neroy; but they did not adventure out. 
:\Then 'e drew thence, our men beheld a fail'e body of horse at Highleaden; where

upon a forlorn hope of our musketier, with twenty hoI' e, advanced upon them, and 
foun d their horse and foot drawn out of Highlcaden ho~se; Thc e wcre to joyn with 
coloncll in, who at that instant was marched out of Newent, with a purpose to fall 
on IIartpury garri on. Here, at the first, orne few of our hoI' e gave the cbarge, hur-
ried the enem r aud beatu!> their alubuscadocs: then they drew out their whole ga.r
rison, and ell on. Theil' horse did not stand to it, but with their foot there was an 
110t skirmish almost an home. And though OUl' second were slow in comming up, 
yet did th forlorn hope drive th m from hedge to hedge; and after a while our body 
comming on, beat them in, and pursued them up to the very house, took Borne few
prisoner I and cam off with the losse only of two men. 

tJch multitudes of the kings forces lay upon us, to oppresse the countrey, and in
t~rc pt our reliefe, that they w r xtremely strailncu of quart r, and nforced to look 
forth or livelihood: Wh"'r upon two thousand horse and foot marched from Tewkes
bury to Painsewi k, to gather contribution, and rob he countrey about Stroud water. 

, 111e governour drew out tw hundred musk tier, with an hundred hor ,and marched 
to the top of Brucl-throp hiJ1, expecting the enemy, whom he found divided into 
thr bOdies, aud him elfe borne down by their multitude; for whilst two parties faced 
him, the third stole down an holl w lane, and had almost urroundcd him unawares, 
by the n gligence of the scout ; so that our wbole botly was brought into great dan
ger, d 'iven to a sudden and confu cd retreat, and the govern our him elfe left dcee1y 
en ag d. Yet most of Ollr men got off, being preserved only by tIle gallantry of a 
fi w resolved m n that st od in the breach; and of tllem captal11e George Ma sie 
striving to retard th p'ursui~ grappled with three together, hand to hand, received a 
sore wound in tl e head, and was happily rescued by a serjeant of the comp ny. Of 
Otlrs two lieutenants and sixteen prn'ate souldiers were taken prisoners; the rest in 
aisol'dcr ran down the steep, through a rough ano nan'ow lane, and recovered an hOllS 
at the foot of the hill; where a party was left to make good the retreat, and the 
enemy durst not pursue; by which meanea aU the bottome was preserved from poyle. 

ext day toey retreated to T wk-esbury, ladeD w'tn pJund r. 
'uOdeuly atier thi repul&e we lOat two .mall garri ons at We tbury and Huntly, by 

tbe treachery of captaiue Thomu D8 is, who sold them at a rate to sir John Wjnter. 
This Davis OlnmaDded the guard at Huntly; where bimselfe by night, some distance 
from the Ollie; attendea the emi oomming, went in before them, as friends from 
Ol ccsster. gave t~ 'posse ion, aad having accom{'lisht tbat ~e of tl'cason, im
~iate11 m4fCbed Wetitbury, where he as received for a friend, 'and 1 d in his 
trai of ~ a1 n; -that bOtb placu wert surptized in two houres, and above eighty 
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men and armes lost in that great exigence. This villaine was posted on the gallowes 
in rloucestcl', and the lord-gelleral! was desired that his name might stand upon the 
gibbet in all the parliament garrisons . 

During these things a treason of higher nature was plotted by the enemy, to a self
delusion in the close: A greater uirth required more time to bring forth. It wa. fir t 
conceived the nineteenth of ovember, and for near ten weeks had tIle prime infh nee 
on their whole course in these parts, anel is now ripe for action. All the force they can 
make from Oxford and the Iri hare drawn together. The lord Herbert, colonell Va
vasoUf, and sir John Winter lie upon us, and prince Rupert himselfe lying at Newcnt, 
hoping to effect this great design. Fifteen colours of horse arrived at Cirencester, and 
five 11 ndreu horse and foot advanced to Saperton and Musarden, within ten miles of 
this garrison. There were of the enemies forces round about near six 01' seven thou
sand. 

The failing of their endeavours ancl hopes in the late siege brought forth a despaire 
ofrcducillg thc cit.y by storme, and put them upon the wayes of treachery ; who therein 
illuued themselves, and werc over-acted in their own councels. One Edward Stanford, 
an esguire, and a grand papist, assaulted the fidelity of captain Backhouse, once his 
friend and acquaintance. He presulnf'd that former friendship might make way to ad
mit the plot, and Backhouscs power and interest in the governour made it (in his con
ception) very feasible. Wherefore, in a private letter, he tend red the renewing of an
cient lo,-e, not only to the procuring of the kings pardon, but a greater advancement 
anel fortune then the coudition of those whom he served could rayse him to. This 
might be purchased by the delivering of Gloucester into their hands, which was not 
hurd for him to perform, considering the nature of his employment and the hone ty of 
the enterprize was grounded on the old proverb, FalLac j'altclltem non est fras. An 
hasty and abrupt temptation, al)d the tempters irrational confidence, did befool him in 
the lirst onset j who knew not either to propose 01' expect sllch grounds of assurance 
as the thing did require, but set upon no knowing man, without the knowledge of any 
inbred inclination to treason or present provocation. Except a strange levity, a minde 
set on mi chief, the conscience of clelin<lllency, or de~ire of revenge, vain glory or riches 
are the sole aimes of a tray tor, and the hopes of either must appear large and certain; 
but here an attempt is made on uch:l one who neither by fcarc was compeld to pro
vide for himselfe, 110r enraged against his own party, but acknowledged u present fe
licity in the worl in hand; as though it were possible to pers \\-ade a man wittino-Iy to 
contrive his own overthrow. 

The letters were no ooner received but communicated to the gov rnoUl', who ad
vised to embrace the businesse, arad holJ a cOlTe ' pondence with that party; practi zinO' 
that rule by themselves propounded, for tIre e rea Oil : First, twas a delight and glory 
to take them in the snare which themselves had layd; and the ath-antage was areat; 
2. That this treason (already secured) might prCfent othcl' conspiracies aCTain L the ci ty, 
so long as they had faire hopes of prevailing by this; lest the contrivance of a second 
should confound the disposition of the first; S. That the countrey under the command 
of this garri60n, which, upon the petition of the malignant gentry, was devoted to de
struction, might be preserved and spared by the enemy, in hope to enjoy the benefit 
thereof themsel\'es; for the embracing of this plot did not draw on the anemy, but 
held his hAnd, and su pended the e.'eclltion of his fury; 4. To spin out the plot, and 
fecd their expectation till the couutrey had - ntc<1 in the markpts their spare prorisiolls 
of corn and cattlt:; 5. That the enemy, posse· t and taken up with the gayning of the 
city, might give the parliaments forces in oth r parts of the kingdome a greater free
dome to.execute their d signe ; 6. That a flattering promise might allay their fury till 
the winter were past, or OUl' reliefe come, and we be aUle to feed them with harder 
nleat; and thnt themselves might taste the cursed fruits of treason, to a selie· shame , 

VOL. v. i u 
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lmd C'onfusion. The design was communicated to cnptain William Singleton) ald f

mall, and cilplain Read. 
For these and th lik rea ons, Ba 1 hous undertook the bu inessf, and ret.urned an 

au weI' in a liberal! garb; prote ting that he honoured hi maje ty wi th his sOll Ie, and 
wa ready to perform all Teall service. He eerned withal! to promote the plot, by re
quiring sworn secrecy, and agreein a upon a trusty me ng r ; and that he might se m 
more de ply to relli h the matter, catcht hold on the promis of reward, ~l1ld required 
som unque tioDabl as urance, that he might not play ~n after-game poordy. Thus 
the fraud i returned upon th m, by on that strives to maintayn the repute of integrity; 
conceiving it no tran are sion of military hopour to deceive them into a snare by ver
Lan equivocation, a well as by a doubtfull action; tlle common way of the stratagems 
o wane. This confident reply, and the palpable discovery of a sudden change, did 
110t render bim suspected, but, beyond all rea on, gave the com plotters great content
ment; , ho did not enqui re into the conviction and change of his thought by due 
d gl'ees. tanford de ired him forthwith to expresse his condition. , propo e the way, 
and de cenq unto the particulars of th 'ervice j assented to con "tant intercour e, and 
a ured him that none but the lord Digby should be privy to the II sign. Captain 
flackhouse dl'ew the modell of the plOl in this following letter to Mr Stanford. 

Ill. 
You desire my conceit in propo all of particular proposition, and of my reward : 

To b th which 1 shall tIm propo e un to you, to pre 'ent to more mature judgments. 
\Vhether [ may not, by dra~ in out In troop in an evening, (a I can doe at any 
time,) meet with your forces, and hring them in at the gate on the sudden, in a 
moon hint! night, and so master the fir t guard; which may asily be {{one, and not 
dis rned till too, lat ; my troop being abo v thl' e score, who may be all in the feare, 
and at your m rey, though I myselfe shall lead in the force, which cannot ive the 
alarme in the night 0 soon a to pr vent the <.lcsigne. Whether, if I perswade the go
vernour, with a strong party of hOI e and foot, upon some designe to lie out all night 
eight 01' ten mil di tant from the garrison, (as I know I can doe,) and I my elfe 
stay at home; in who ab nee you may safE::ly advance in the evening to the tOWllS 
ide. when [ca C In Ollt to you, ant! 0 bring you in under colour of our OWlle 

forces. Whether, jf 1 find out a pIa 1 ndedy guarded, and s011lt:what ea ie to 
come in at, I may draw off the sentinel upon some pretence, a I can clo, being 
known unto them aU, Ilnd there direct your entrance. Whether, if I end for hay, 
atld gi e you nottce ·of the v ry time of its commitlg in, which 111ust be in the night, 
I may not after the cart bring in some men as carters, who llIay have snaphance 
mu kct in til carts, and som' drag 0 s to fall in in th reare of the carts, who may 
1ll ter the first guard, and posse se the ordnance ther , and so let in both hoI' . and 
dragu ns, WllO with such ordnallce may march through all the street in the town. 
The e severa.!l wayes I propose for the present; but I conceh'e that those who have 
bee.ll ersed in the takmg of tOWI1S may make more choice of proposition, any of 
which, if 1 apprehend it feazible, I shall gladly undertake, 01' renuel' a reason of mr 
eli hke. As .tor my reward, I am right sensible of how great concernment the busl

es&e is 10 your aide; and although it be utterly against my spirit to indent before
hand, e peci Uy with such gallant and noble per onages, (but the strait~ I have beene 
put into for lack of money, ba\'inl{ receiv U LO pay for my elfe from tho e 'hom J 
serre; and my estate a d charge bad. ,me look to that,) I shall expect two thousan(~ 
p'ound 10 bee urea; t 0 or three hundred whereof I shall desire you, as my friend; 
to procul'e in ha d, t { may bee enabled to heare up my port and credit, especi..Jly 
among the COIDmQD to&Jldier. and under,officers of the garrison, to whom I mu't be 
opc:n.haodod, aDd en~ a.trectioD, that they may be ready at my call; secondly, to 
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engage mine owne troop, and to binde such unto me with a silver cord as I shall finde 
fitte t for my purpose ; and withall plentifully to reward the entercoursers between 
you and me, that they may execute Ollr commands with all celerity and trust. This 
i leave to your consideration and rnannage, and hope that ere long we shall meet to 
discourse it, whep all the world shall not know. 

R. B. 

These propositions are sent to Oxford, entertained by the king cabinet-counceIl; 
the lord Digby becomes the great undertaker and ratifies the proposall of captaine 
Backhouse In the following letter: 

SIH, 
You baving so farre declared your desires to serve his majesty unto my very good 

friend master Stanford, I tlli II ke it fit vou should now receive ome more authentick 
assurance of his majesties gracious acceptance thereof, then perhap Y0\.,l will thiuke 
Ili5 bare assurance to be: Therefore 1 doe here solemnly engage my word unto you, 
both as a minister of state and a gentleman, that if you shall pel'formc faithfully what 
you promise there, you shall punctually receive, immediately after, ucb a pardon as 
your selfe shall desire, and the summe of two thousand' pound. As for the three 
hUllur<:d you desire in present; such a confidence I will have in your word, that as soon 
a e,'er I shall have received your answer to this, under your hand, it ball be forth
with pain into whatsoever place you hall appoint, 01" to what p rson. As for the par
ticular waies of effecting our de!.igne, those you propose are very ration all, but the 
choice and disposition thereof mu t be between you and those that are to execute it, 
with whom if it were possible, yon should procure a me~ting at some unsu peeted 
pla<' e. I do,-' propo e unto you the choyce of several! men; and whom of them YOlt 
shall like best. and thinke fittest, by reason of the place where his command i , to 
him alone, and to no other, the businesse shall be imparted; whether sir William Va
vasour, commander·in-chiefe of the forces now in douce tel"shire, or colQn II Myn, 
commande1' of a bri<Yade of the Engli h that come· out of Ireland, or colonell Wash
ington, who is at Eve ham, 01', lu tty, whether the govf'rnour of Berkley Castle. As 
soon as you shall send me an answer, you shall receive satisfaction, from him who hopes 
you will so behave your selfe as to make me 

our assured friend, 
G. D. 

Here this degenerate lord sels his honour, and betrayes tIle esteeme of gallantry, by 
promoving and en 17aging himselfe to re ~ard the vilest tr ason, and to insinuate him-
elfe into the close workings thereof, hen many brave spirits, out of their "abundant 

justice, have disdained the proffer of' so base a service. And herein did hee derog. te 
from the repute of an able statesman, in r lying upon tbe doubtfllil expre sion of an 
unkl10wnc per on, and whose condition could not invite any of the least ground of 
ueJiefe. ' 

Hereupon a correspondency was h ld with the lord Digby; unto whom Baekhou e 
made his r ply, that hi$ lordShip directions uted with his owne former proposals made 
unto master Stanford; to wit, that the commander of the forces to he imployed herein 
must be conscious of the de igne. And .us toucllillg the choice of a cbiefe actor on 
their part, he conceived sir William Vavasolll' the fittest man, because he was neerest 
the bo inesse; his men lying at Ledbury, when the rest were more remote, and of in
considerable trellgth; as also, because he had the best advantage to make his ap
proach undiscoverep, there being no suburbs llor house neere the city from his cJuar
lers, nor any out-guard to give the alarm. And for himselfe, upon a few daies notice 
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he would comply with their expectation, as the actors should agree upon all cireullI
s an co" 

Upon this they returned brgc expre, sions of reward and honour; but the present 
papm'nt or the three hundred pound was wa"ed hy Stanford as much as possible, upon 
pn tener of the dangel' of mis -fez<1llce in the mainr plot. llackhousc would not ad
mit the cxcu e, importuned the payment, as well to have som thinO' in hantl, as to 
let them know the great \\'b eJe that turned him ahollt, that the palpable l>hew of cor· 
ruption l11ight make them mort' confident. 1\ either could they \\'ell ket'fll' backe the 
eamCl>t of thi guerdon, Jest they hould render themseh'es capable of hi '! eli like or 
j alousi , or seem to Btl pect his trust; whose adventure (if reall ) in every line was 

ufficicnt to ruine him, anu he left to hewaile his OWlle mis-tortuue: wlJereicHe it wa'! 
resolved that this Stanford und captaine 13ackllollse should debate upon the uusinesse 
by word 0 mouth. Tiley met accordingly in Coslawne at an houre appointed, with
out anne or attendant, wher Backhous received two huudred pounds in hand, with 
a promi& from Stanford to dil>charge a bond of fifty pounds, and \Va, not once urged 
in h wbole conflrcnce to an as everation of fidelity, by protestation or oath. He 
received likewi e the con1rivance of the plot laid by master Stanford, sir 'Vtlliam Va
ya our, and other that were lately come to TC\I'kcsbury, which ranne thus :-That 
colonell Mas ie shonkl b drawne out of 1"11(' garriHoll with a /Strong party towards 
l~erkley Ca tIe, having a urance that the castle bould be rendered; which was really 
iot Dded by them, that th gaining of Glonce tel' might be the more facile. In til 
absence of the gov€rnour, c:tlHuine Barkhollse was to open the gate, and deliver the 
word. Thu \Va the plot proposed and approved h} Baekhollse, but with additlOlJ::t1l 
advise, that th ir forces mi" ht with all peed relinquish Tc\\ kesbury, becau 'e he sbould 
ne er p rswade the governour to draw forth such a party whil't th y lay so strong 
upon us. This also was assented unto by the complotter , ueing secure of their agent, 
and blinded with extreame desirt> and confidence. And had llot the proposal I of the 
enemy been by them elves deberted, we had possest DerIde) Castle, and placed a gar
rison in Tewkebbury. Yet so farre did they prosecute the busine se, that sir William 
Vav our ent to l' quire the governour of Berkley to draw out his whole garrison, 
(which was refused, \ ithout the. kino's or prince Ruperts sp ciall command:) Him elfe 
also commanded a great part of his toot to Parshow, profess d his endeavours to march 
with the residue and all ti)c hoI' e; but that his m(~j sti s commis ioner were so averse, 
as by no meaues to cons nt or p rmit, uulesse th y migbt know and HI)pro\'e the de
igue; whom he prof~ss d to leave un alisficd, lest he mio-ht doe Back 10use a eli cr

. 'ice, and pI'c,'ent or eli turbe the motion. Notwith tanding, Backbou c knew w 11 
nough that the councell of wal're at Tewkesbul'Y, and the whole court at Oxford, 

ar full of thi· complement; and 0 close wus the bu ine se carried, that the London 
Mercury hacl blazoned him for a tray tor. \\7h rcfore, upon this pretence they runne 
backe to 01) of the former proposition ; to wit, that he would draw forth his owne 
troope, with one more, which' should b put in the reare of their horse, and himselfe 
lead the fQriornc hope into the to\\'11e. Dut he exquisitely declined tbj way; pre
tending himselfe 110t a little cia hed at the disturbance of the first intention, which in 
lli OWlle thoughts ranne so feazeLle; and aUedged the br()vernoul's watchfuloesse in 
00 en'ing the garrison of Tewke bu ; that he had giv n pri\'ate commands to the 

,'cel's, both uf horse an(1 foot, to be instantly ready upon the first advance of their 
force, anti kept abroad night and qa good parties of borse, to bring intelligence: 
;"'0 that he equid notjoyne with them without suspition 01' di co\'ery: And ab he should 
be glad to confinne their opinion of his reall p,crformallce, for whom he did thus haz
~al'd his life and fortune, 10, should he be infinitely unwilling to put th lJI upon any 

nte1])rize which to themselves might prove prejl1dicial!. lle minded them \\ ithall 
;;bat the true frame o{ the plot was tbe Jife Of the action; that olle l1lisfeizam:e ill a 
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lusinesse of this nature was never to he repaired, but crossed the perfection of ucn 
an enterprize; wherein he Plotcsted himselfe happy if he might sacl'ifice himselfe to 
accomplish the same according to his dCilires. In tbe close hee gave his opinion that 
the ~ovcrnours absence was the chiele requisite to prepar the busines. e; that his pre
sence was not consisten t with the safl ty of tbeir , ide. especially if the alarm he takcll 
,It the first entrancf': 'Vllerefore he was once more cOllfident to urge the relinquishillg 
of ' 'ewkeshl1l'y, and upon the removal! pro11Ii ed to -possessl' tht g-overnour with a pri
yate intelligence of the surrender of BerklC'y, and perswndc him to iIllbrace the sup
po<;ccl opportunity. \vbilst 11im c1fe should remaine at homc with the command of the 
horse left tor scouts, aile! act the bu..,inesse with mOle case and safe I v. 

This motion effected its intended purpose, to brint; them on nt the \vest port, to 
our bcst advantage agaiu 'i l. [h(,lI1; and 'iiI' ·William Vavasonr seemf' ti to incline, but 
craved a liLtle patience, till the ('()utriblllions were brol1p;ht in to s:\ ti sfle thc sonldiers. 

laster Stanfotd n.:C]uired a particular information of the tate of the garri on, and 
received an account of the severall port~, fort, weat guns, draw-bridge " provi ions, 
and ammunition. This wa taken for a pregnant testilllony of Backhou e hi fidelity, 
and made them the more bolel to come on; who were gulled with such a lender no-
tice of tri\'iall things, that the rnrane t hoy which pa sed through the treetes mjO'ht 
give as great satisfaction. But whatsoever was of concernmtDt he represented to the 
best advantage of the gal"rison. 

After much variety of entereolll"se, sir 'Villiam Vavasour urged the execution, in 
regard the parliaments army grew so strong, that what they attempted was to be done 
out of hand. The plot was thus disposed hy captaine Backhol1se, as well to secure 
his owne person within the gates, as to render the designe morc probable :-Tbat 
whereas, being commander of tbe hoI' e, he cO\lJd require the keyes of the city for 
the ending forth of seoul, he propos d thi way to their liking :-Thal the very 
night of their approach he might provide scouts out of his OWlle troope, who should 
not be reatly till the businesse were acted. Meane while himselfe would take tl1 
keyes, repairc to the west gate, and pretend to stay for their comming, and set the 
guard, which is 11 ual1y slender, to drinke in an al -house; in which time they mig11t 
advance, finde no living soule but himselfe at the gate, or a few drunhn men, and 
pretend witball to be our owne m n from (hurcham, where wc had a guard of horse 
and foot. which, if they did not dislurbe, would continue there a while, aud furLher 
the performance. 

Thus the safety of the countrey and our small gani ons was still interwoven in each 
part of the plot. and th y de eived with a great it semblance of reason, that th y 
could not suspect, though in e"el)' motion bee constantly waved selfe-ingagement and 
personall dan O'er. The maine care o~' tl:e. bu iru:s e is tc? draw them. aD to a selfe-d~
stl'l1 tion; and th last model! compile WIth then fall 'y In each partJcle, and to their 
s cond thoughts llkewl!;e appeal'es till more ration 11. 011 the fifteenth of February 
the et time is come: Nine of the clocke at night i the houre appointed: The O'uards 
are to be dr. wn off ii'om the further bridge, and the entinE'lls to be taken in: Prince 
Rupert is ~o adval:c;e with fifteen hundred h~rse ~nd foot; and it wo~lu be very sa
tisfactory 1f capta/11 Backhouse met them With IllS own troop, pretendmg to b at up 
a hart- . quarters; but this they urge not, if it be found incoNvenient. In the evening' 
a mespugel' i dipatched from ,llouce tel' t() the enemie quarter, with the watch
word, for their a)SUranee, and some private dirediuu::; fur their march up the town; 
while himselfe waited a~ t~e gate, Wllich he undc.:rtook to set open, if they came by 
nine of the dock, or wlthm half an houre after. 

After the messengers li 'patch, the ports were hut up round the cit.v, carefnU sen-
tinells ' t: The governour called a COUDe 11 of war; a<"(luainted the officers with the 
plot; .gave order that as well citizens as souJdiers S110UW continue that uight in armC!I' 


