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dr w to the we t gate three peeecs of oronance, and a strong guard of musk tiers, 
well pro\'ided with granadoe ; and commanded fome stout men in ::t hoate under 
Ouers uridge, halfe a mile <1i tant from the gate, to lie under the maine arch, with di
rection, that upon the firin ,of the first ordnance, they should cut a cable-rope, which 
being done, the bridge would faH into the river: By which mt'anc they had all been kill . 
ed, drowned, or taken , being cooped up in un i land open to our shot, without po ihl<' 
meanes of e cape. In this pI' paration and po t.ure we cOlltinued all night, watching 
the time to have deli,'ereJ ourselves from the future llIi chie1e of lIch hlond-tbir ty 
enemies. The ' advanced with their whole body of horse and foot. but lJetore they 
came within a mile and a halfe of the city, it was open day; when, having 10 t the 
tim by the slownes e of their march, they dur t not come on, but instantly retreated 

,to N ewent. }<'ro111 thence captai oe Backhouse was ill formed b ' let tel's of the reason of 
their fay ling. , which induced uS to believe that the enemy did not yet know that th ir 
design wa destroyed: Wrherefore we endeavoured s crecy" and the 11 xt day suift'red 
DO man to pa s the port ; de ired to shIve the matt r, and brin~ them on onee more ; 
but he whole frame quickly fell asunder, though the langui hlOg enemy gave ome 
cold entertainment to a few patching letters, because tllt:y were ashamed to acknow
ledO'e uch a strong delusion. 

As they had all justly perished in their own h 11i h mischiefe, 0 ar they deservedly 
branded with llotoriou tol y in th whole manuage: And the chi fe undertaker ' migh t 
have learned 110t to indulO'c their hopes of faire conclusion, by their own subtIle cog-Ita
tions, and th 8h \II of a ueate contrivance, wll n nothing beneath a like mutuall en~ 
ga<rement and strong 11 ce ity doth d(' erve assurance and confidel1c. N verthdt'~Jse, 
th pr('O'nant hopt's ot thi maginary tr a on, as it brought forth lie to the cOlltri,"CJ's 
th reof, so it wrought much good tor this garrison, and the comm 0, l' ire of the sl ate, 
Tb inlbra ing of the motion held up the de ire of the enem " and made them Je~ e 
acti\' e) wherC', It pre en'cd the country till our succours ca Ie, hi'h were ewry 
da) ex" ct.ed. N ith I' wa this plot the cause that the rowel' of the ntmy did lleare 
l1ard 011 the countrey, (for here was the confluence of their wint r quarkr ,) but since 
we mu t heare their burden, it mad it the les e gril-"vous. 'Twa impos ible to keep 
out an >l1cmy. but all tl e skill wa, to allay hi fury, and hind r the acting of mis hJ< . .>fe ; 
which wa carri d on with violence by the maltgnant gentl',Y, and that party that were 
Dot privy to, or di liked tll plot; in' so much that il' William r avasoul' wa com
plain d of, reviled, and em ed, and at once 10 ,t the p ol'tuuity of action and ad ance· 
111 ut in the king's service. 

The nemy swarms in very corner, except the county of the city nnd Whitstone 
huodred: I'll t each day create new trouble, and the goverpour <.'011. trained on one 
sid or oth r continually to oraw ut trong parties to defend our selve , maintaine 
ur markeLs, anu encourage that part of the country which is yet clear. All auvan

tagcs wei' taken to iogage tbe p ople; (and herein did the governour's indu try put 
10rth it'etfe, in settling the country in a posture of defence, hen the command of the 
city did not. reach aUove three miles lOme ",ayeS, and not above seaven mil s on the be t 
ide ;) at se\'eral rendezvouzes publi hed tbe llationall covenant and declaration of both 

kingdomes; xpre sing their mutualt care of repay ling our breaches, and perseverance 
in their maine undertaking; which gave great satisfaction to such a wer damni(yed 
in this cause, and confirmt!d unto them e vigour aod strength of the p rli ment: By 
wbich meanet the near r part became whoUy ours; not only yielding a supply of 
mainte~ce, but. ngagiog themselv 011 their own and our defence. And SODle of 
them that did ~ ~m to confide in the state ere drawne in, beiog Brst enraged by 
the enemies c ty; WCh' t Ilt and detlire of re\'enge the governour cherished, 
and raised all open declaration, and, utlawar Ii of tue multitude, put them beyond 
the hopes cf. a fail'c relre te : t11at these men obsel' ed the enemy upon ever1 mo
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fion, sent alarms to the city, and, in a gr at part, took off the [care of a sudden sur· 
prizall. 

Amidst these things, the expectation of the London supply, antI the dayly hopes of 
money, stron(rly upheld the common souldiers hy a meere deln ion: Its delay bccal;ne 
a great r advantage, since its reall strength bad before bin crtlmbled to dust. No part 
of the kingdome was capable of better scn'ice hy a considerable numbeJ' j yet a meanc 
and slender reliefe did not onely noL shake off the hllrthell, but di sgrace the businesse 
and contract, and sinke the mindes of men, when hope doth enlarge and beare up. 

The governour t heretore advised the stay of the convoy, and Was willin cr to expect 
such a party as might inable him to beate off the rncmy fifteen mIles round about. 
''''ant of ammunition was t.ile greatest rxigcn<:e, and the preselTin cr thereof till a sup
ply came, was the maine hinderance of all designcs. Neverthelcsse we had perpetuail 
bickerings, that the en my might not grow upou us; and our dayl), nimble perform
ances were unto them as a continual dropping. Among t others, a party of horse and 
dragooners issued forth a far a Marshfield, fell upon a troope of horse quartered there, 
and brought thence a lieutenant, cornet, and quarter-rna tcr, with a few common pri
soners, and such horse ancl armes as the troop did yield. WhiI t co)onell Veale' foot 

'aml the lord lncheequeene's- horse lay in and about Berkley, and orely. oppressed the 
country, we fell into a horse quarter of lnchecqneene's regiment, and took a major and 
two captaines, three lieutenants, two cornets, with two colours, ann other inferior offi
cers and souldiers, to the number of t1ln~c-and-twenty. All thi while, the trength of 
the king's army is lodged between u and Warwick, to intercept our relief, and in 
thought have alrcaoy divided the spoyle. 

ir 'Villiam Vavu Qur, willing to act something in the latter end of the (lay, to repaire 
his credit in the kinO' army, desired a greater strength, with a sufficient artillery, to 
distres e and straiten Gloucester; and having obtained two culvt!rin fi'om Oxford, with 
a proportion of powder, he advanced with a strong brigade towards Pain wick, with 
unu nail preparations and expectation. Their march alllict d the country, and indan
gered our out-garrisons. The enemy were conficlent to the last that extremity would com
pell u. to yield up all to their mercy. Sir 'Villiam Vavasour entered Painswick with 
as gallant horse and foot as the kings army did yield. Here the governour had placed 
a guard in a house neer the church, into which the church also was taken in by a breast
work of earth. The intention of the guard was to command contribution, and kcepe 
off a plundering party: and order wa given to the lieutenant which commanded to main. 
taine it against a lesser party, but if the maine body ancl artillery acl\'4nced upon them, 
t relinquish it, and ret reate down the hill to Bruckthrop, ( wh re the governonr had 
set a. guard, to prevent the enemies tillling dowlT into the hottqme;) for which purpose 
they were assisted with a trQop of horse, to make good slIch a retreate, if neecl were. 
ilut th lieutenant, more confident of the place. and not uuele)' landing the trength of 
the army, and not willing to draw ofr b f re the lut minute, was inforced by the enemy 
to engage himselfc and many \\' il1ing p ople of the neigbbourhood in that weak hold, 
and upon the fir onset de erted the 10llse, being the stronger part, and betook himselfe 
to the church, which wanting HanKel's, the enemy llad quickly gained, by firing the 
doores, and ca ting in band-granadocs. Some few were slaine in defending the place, 

nd the rest taken prison~I's. We lost th .. e inferior officers, even-and-thirty common 
Quldiefs, and many country men. At that sea Oll the goveruour hall commanded to 
'troud another guard of fifty lllusketicrs, to Sl1vport am.I :Ill' ngthen the place in its 

own defence; but ammunition ,,'as their only cry, bich truc.;k us dead, and con
strained the governoul' to withdra that party to the garrison at Eli ingtou; for our 
magazine did then yield no more then six single bal'rell~ of powder, by which meanes 
he was wholly disabled to encounter the enemy; Only, to pr serve the bottome, he drew 
forth the greatest part of both regimenta, witb their colours displayed, to flourish at a 
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distance, and nmmoned the yohmteers of the country, whom himselfe had engaged ill 
a posture of defence. These were to increase the apIJearanee of strength by day, and 
at night to guard the se"cral passages. So tlmt tbe CIWIllY <lUl'st not ad\'eutllre below 
the hills, 110r ~t'ek II in our advantages; nor was it safe for U&, who wanted horse, 10 
set lIpon them in those large and open places: Either party kept their own ground. 
The \Va ted the hill countries, whilst we secured the vale; and the souldiers sllstain
cd bard duty in marching to and fro, to gi,'e the counlry satisfaction. Where the 
enemy preniled, they plundered to the bare .. valls. And this was tbe accomplishmellt 
of the ~Teat 'en'ire so long expected from Sir "'illiam Vavasollr. 

Thi brigade, upon thc defeate of sir Halph lloplon 's army by sir 'William " Taller, at 
(,harrington Down, was commanded hence, ami instantly marched for Cirel1cC'slL'r, and 
so to Oxford. Our llorce made after them, but cOllld not ITCO\'er the reare; olllythey 
li~htetl upon some stragler ; and, in the whole lmsillcssc, we killed and took ncar 
fift, men. This di\'ersion relicyc~d Gloucester, which else had bin blocked tip to the 
gat es, and ca t into a great neces it ' as ('\"(:r. In this pinch we recti\'ed lwclve horse 
load of al munition, trangcly con\'c) t tl I'ctwrcn the enemie garrisons, only by the 
carrier fllld a toot post; when their debigued convoy, that et forth a little after, and 
missed th m, g:nre them for lost, and returned to \Varwicke. The residue of t he re
lief wa ' toill e by pal'cells through the nemies cluarters ; for though their greater body 
was drawn ofr~ yCL were w still ve "ecl with their garri ons. Not long after, there ar
rived another portion and three troopes of horse, to makeupthcgovernours regimen!. 
A t length came l i utenant-colonel Ferrar, that had th commancl of these succours, 
with a little long-expe led pay for the ganison. As for the foote soldiers t hat came 
with him out of London, in legarcl they came severall waycs, and at severall times, in 
a linO'el'ing march, with want of pay, and some taken prisoners, about fifty came to 
Gloucester, and of the rest no good accou nt could be given. 

When Vavasour was called ofl~ the enemy revived, and grew bold undel' a mOl'e ac
ti ,'e leader, colonell Nicholas Min, who commanded the lri!)b hrigade. I n the fi rst 
entranC hce began to lash out, and made assay of action; ell L down the bridge at 

I more, alarmed the city from the Winniet Hill, and tool- divers of our men, that 
jssllcd out upon a sally over the river in a boate. 

A t this present ther came clayly cries for the rcli fe of Bmmpton Castle, in the re
mot parts of Herefordshire; whic held out a long ti me in the midst of t he encmies 
coun try, to t he e pense of m uch t ime and bloud. And their succour was t he more 
importuned by the rage of the nemy, which had lat Iy ac ted their cruelties upon four
ty pri un r of the same cOlllnand, ta.ken by colonell Woodhou e in Hopton Castle, 
which were ba Iy murdered after the surrender. ColoneH l\l ns i had no fo rces un
der his com mand, to und rLuke a ma.rch th roug h t he mid t of the enemy, when they 
pre sed hal'd on our own borilcrs; and the bri ade of horse assio'nec.l fo r the corlvoy, 
and ornmand d by commis~arj'-general Bb r, wer unwilling to undertake th s rvi c . 

e t whUe th e e lor e remained here, the govel'llour desired to set them a worke, that 
tl1ey might not act only to til spoylc 0 the country. hercfore t bey JOYlled with a 
party of our foot, and mad an attempt upon ewent, olouell Mins ga rrison, but 
were called off in th rniillit of the service, by a speciall order from t he lieutellant.gell cral. 

Tb cnen,)" have lost th~ bopes of their winter action; and thi garri son mage the 
best of a Bad game, in continnall petty sen'ices and small parties, yet beyond the 
btrength of the n1ace; not to conqner, but Ii\' , nor to ele troy the kinO's forces, hu ~ 
to stave off or delude them. DQt to nabl colonelll\Iassie to march ~vith a bett i' 
trength, colon 11 Pllrefoy, with his J'egiment ot hal' e, about the tir t of April, 16·M, 

was, Ly the committee of both kjng~ome , COlllmand II iuto the~e l)arts; and the llluine 
(}t:: lO'UC' wa to remove or talie in the w-rri sons that la round the city. The.se horse 
havicg brought but a slender Rart of the mmullition, and none of the al'l e:; lh L were 
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~nt from London, were remanded to \Varwicke, for the convoy of match and p w
der: the gOY rnour r solving not to undertake a m feh 01' action of time without a 
proportion of powder, both for the fi 1<.1 and garrison. Upon their econd arrivall, the c 
hor e, with a party of fOlll'e hQndrtd foot, ,,,ere rlrawne out, with two mall piece 0 

ordnance, and advanced into the tnemie quarters; iirst. with a purpo to seeke ou 
colonell Min, who was lodged in the near r p rts. But upon the report of ollr march, 
he tell ba.ck from N ewent, and ha tened to Ro e, w h re he began to fortify the church 
with hi own and sir John Winter's regimeut. 'he govern our made forwards into 
Herefordsbire. and kept hi head quarters at Ledbury, to appeal'e unto the neillY, and 
in their own country provoke then to action, and in the mean while, to fet<:h in .mo
nies for the supply of the souldieJ's, and to ease our neighbourhood, which, till then, 
did bearc the whole bUl'ilt:n. Our hoI' e that lay neer upon th ir garri 'ons had som · 
encounters, but with no con. id rable party. From Ledbul'y an hundred and fift 
rnu ketiers, with the whol trt:ngth of hoI's. were drawn toward Here ord. to com .. 
mand the country, and face the garrison, wbi h feared our approach, and fol' that cause 
fired a lone hOllse neer the city; but none did adv ntllfe to sally forth, or fall on the 
Teare in OUI' retreat j so we marched through the greatest part of the county; but the 
grand malignants were fled, With the best of their 'ub tance. The governour resolved 
to attempt the lesser gan'1- on ; but the n y e of Ollr march had reach d prince Ru
pert, who thereupon was come to Evesham, with as great a strength of horse and dra
goones a he could draw tog ther, with a purpo e to fall over Upton bridge. and get 
between Gloucester and our force, whi! t co!onell Min, and sir John Wmter held UII 

in play in these part. Wheretore. beina adverti ed of the prince's tnarch, and suspect. 
ing his intention, he drew back the patty, as well to refresh and preserve his men, as 
to make the enemy secure. 

But Within foure daies the like number were agaioe drawne out towards the forre 
side, to attempt and act something upon Myns forces; and fir t they came up upon 
Westbury, once our owne garrison, but betrayed into the hands of ir John Winter. 
Here the enemy held the church, and a strollg honse a,tljoyning. The governour obser
ving a pJace not £lank(!d, fell up th t way with the torlorne hop • and secured them 
from the (Ianger of shot. The lllen got toole and ladders to the wiodowe, where 
they stood safe, cast in granacloes, and fired them out of the church. Havin gained 
the church. Jle quickly beat them outof tb ir worke ,and possest him elfe of the hou e, 
where he tpoke about fonre score pri oner, without the 10 se of a man. The enemy 
had an other guard at Little-dean, whether the govt'rnour commanded a party of 
1101' e to give them alarms. whilst he fellllpon Westbury. These hor e found the enemy 
stragling in the towne, and upon the discovery of their approach shuffling towards 
the garrison, which the troopers observing, alighted. and ran together With them into 
the house, where they tookt' about twenty men. Neere uuto which guard, lieutenant· 
colonell Congrave, governour of Newnham, and one captame Wigmore, with a few prj. 
rate souldiers, were surrounded in some hou es by tbe fe idue of Oll), borse. These 

had accepted quarter, rtady to render themselves. when one of their company from the 
llOUite kils a trouper, which 90 enraged the rest, that they broke in upon them, and put 
them all to tht sword. In which accident this passage wa not to be forgotten, that 
.expressed, in one place. an extreame contrariety in the spirits of men under the stroke 
of death :-ConlJ'lLve died, with these words, " Lm! receive my soule;" and Wigmore 
cryed notbib$ but cc Dam me:: more. Dam me In()f~; t, despc:rately requiring the last 
itl'ok~ as enr~ed at. diviDe reveng . 

Cownell Ma ie puraued the &ucees e, (whilst his owne men were full of lite and 
hope tbat the confidence Qf the might be d hed by a (juicke surprisall,) and the 
very ne ~ day came before ewnflam, where a strong party of'sir John Winter' forces 
k t 8 . ou in the church and the fQn adJoYI1~t of "onsiderable tre~h; who at 
that . t were much daunted and diatracted by the loue of Congravc; ~heir go\'er .. 
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clesigne-the surprisal of TewkesblJry, by an unexpected onset: For the enemy, by 
the number of tbeir llll n, and the natural! stl'ength of the p}qce, with tlle workes well 
begun, were sufficiently provided to r~ceive an expected and open storme ; nnd the 0 -

,'ernopr sbun'd all desperat ha~zjlrd, because he did not march with supernumerary 
for e~ but the maine tr.ength of Gloucester. Wherefore, to de eive the enerl/Y, the 
foot were drawne forth at th~ weat gate, Qf4ring the hew of an advailce into Her~· 
fordshire, and the horse kept their rend 2\'OU2), and looked the ame wa. But in the 
eve~ing the llQr (l came bl\cke, and m&!cheu thl'9ugh Gloucester tqwards Tewke bury, 
llaVlOg first sent,a guard to Upton bndge, wIllie the foot came on beyond Severne. 
The de igne h~d taken etTect, had no~ the foot, by their slow mar h or mis·guiclance, 
pa 'ed the hQure, which WI! breake of day; for they came not before the towne tm an 
houre aft~r sun.ne-ri&iug, when we were found not fit to as ault a. aking and prepared 
enemy. fo withdraw. neverthelesse, did seeme but a feeble bUSlOtS for such a fsire 
body of hoI' e and foo~ display~d before the towne, and carried b fore ,t th appearance 
of. a b~ffle i yet tb goVe!DO\lr, t~ougl) naturC\lly je~lou af h(~nour, cOliid digest such 
JIll -fezance, when the sat ty of 1118 owne trlen q!,lIred; knowmg that the opportunity 
of service would in good time cancell a tni -gr(>unded ign miny; and in his whol 
cour$e, whenSQevef the pre eq~ exi ence did )lot urge a greater ha~zartJ, n gltcted the 
hope, of those victories that could not be gain d without the weakning of that party 
on which the maine re t did Ii,. 

This party was pre ently ent Qver the river, and marched toward Rosse, to prevent 
the joyning of c;olonell Myn (now made CQJllmander. in-chiefe, in the roome of sir Wil-
1iam V' v:uour) with I:Ilf John Winter and the Wehh forces,. as also to raise moneys 
for ,the' garrison out of tbe remoter part$, to enlarge our owne quarters, engage the 
coul,Itrey w.th U~. Qr tQ lie ready for all occasions of ,ervice. There our horse and 
foot arriv d, with two pieces of orrlnj eet allrl found Wilton bridge guarded by cap
taine Cusie and thirty mll ketiers from Guclridge Castle. A party of our bor e ad
van~d ~pon them, forced the river, "nd got beyond them j after some dispute, beat off 
the guard, wouncied and tQoke the captalne. slew many of hi men, and tooke the rest 
in the chase alallo t up to the castle. Our forces rested here a few daies, and sum
moned the coup trey to appeare: it being the governours constant endeavour to adde 
daily friends unto the parliament, nd to put the countrey into sucb a posture, that 
upop aU alarms they might gather to an head for their owne defence: and hereupon 
many came in and declared themsel es, by taking the nationall covenant. Whilst the 
cngagen1t'nt of the cQuntrey was thus pro ecuted, orne emergent occasions drew the 
gnvern.,our to Gloucester, where he found a prisoner, cl\ptaine Oglethorpe, govern,our of 
13everst()n Ca~tle; a man rend red odion to the countrey by strange oppression and 
tyranny, and who l08t himeeJfe buely; being w.ken by lome of our scouts in a privat 
hou courting his mi$l.reaae, and wben once taken, not so high and stern before, but 
now ¥ vile ann abject. By which mea e the goverDour was made sensible of th 
we~n~jile of the 'ca tie, bt.lt much dividecl in his owne thoughts, whether to leave the 
coon ,that came on $0 £ ireJy to a 1fe- ogagement, and lIegl~ot the contribution 
aJr~y levied, but not payd in, or desert the hopes of a ~a~lant ~vice; till o.t Ia t~ 
considering the grfat cOllllJla~ of t c tie; that the gammg of It would free th 
clothiers of troudwa from the bondMJe alld termur of that go ernment, and might 
prove a great ck'" DOyaa,ce to nemy, in opping or diaturbing their 
pas flom 0 ~ ri pi, tW'Md hu b ght 0 t e bu ine6&e, J.!ut on, aud 
resolved :to try fot it. 'b Ole h or fr 10 itbout delay, and commanded 
his tOot er Severt)f, at ewn Whil6t. t horse warched U)oo9gh G 1OuceI· 
ter. T lleXl cia jlc ~ before ~ :IiD.d awied the castle, IB the e 
of the Dd parliame t. . 

Tb Qant that commanded at tIM lint retume sent an an wer of comply~ce, 
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furre from the languf\CT of a ouJnier. and without one confident expression. They 
quickly cam to a p llty, anti. rend red. upon condit.iolls that both om, r and com
mon ouldlers. 1 aviug th ir armes, ammunition, IIaO'ge and barrgac,.e. hould freely 
pa e to hat oever garri on of th killg them. elv de, irt-d; onely four officer bad 
the privJlege to tak ea h man hi hal": 0 that witbout los or dan er we ert pos
sest of Be\'er ton " a tit>, to the reat content and atl taction of th ountrey round 
about. t l'wa 10' unworthily on the en mie part, who might have held it With ea e. 
Of () g-reat impl\'it wa he con CI()llS that command d the O'arrison, as to aske the 
place wlwlh r our tor intend be nc t march; xpr sing hi doubts of Malmesbury, 
and fear of hein a tak n th econd tim . e erth Ie they r quir d a ('onduct 
thith l'warfl, ancl were guarded along by two troop of horse; and that very day our 
ore .' ~ II before it 

Whil t the hoi e faced the towne, olon U Ma i ent in the summons; but this 
enemy put on til appearanc of bray ry. fir~d llpon tb hoI' e, and eoJonelJ H enry How
aro, governour of the garrtson, ent back a resolute an wer_ Ther UIJon our toot and 
artillery wer brou rht up from Tedbury, and \ ithin two hOUl'es, drawne into tbe u
burb and lower part of tbt' towne. The toot broke theil- way through the hou e , 
till they am Imo t up to the work s, and the onel~ place of entran e into the towne, 
"" ich 1 bnilt upon the lev 11 of a rocke. Col nell Massie cau ed a bliude to be made 
ero se t11 Btr et, to brin up the or nan within carbin hot ; when, on the suoden; 
the fauci of at alarm Clzcd upon our men, in th heate of the busines e, that the 
enemy were sallying Olit upon them; which \Va nothing o. Thi unexpected acci
d nt struck tho men. tllat at other tim . would bray ,t in the fae of an enemy, with 
uch dish'actio and fcare, that they aU f] d, and left their cannon in the open tr t. 

Thi m er c'lnceit wa like to overturne all; but they within observed not. After a 
whiJ th s uldier re ov red theml!tdve , rt' ained and kept their ground; and the go
vernour re olv d to storme the towne in three place at once. The -severa II parties 
wer clr wne out to the places of assault; but this desigue miscarried, through the mis
und r tanding of the ignall. The partie return uoto th gov rnour, who re olved 
to make tll as ault at break of clay. io one place:: where himsel kept the onely pas
saO'e IOto th town; havina no ol'aw-hnd e at the entrance, but onely a turn pike; 
wb reas tht> other parts w re almost inacce iule, uarded by a teep d cent and dou
ble channell round about. The bou within pistoll-shot of t1 e work s were our 
maine advantage, by which meanes our men W T brou ht safe under th shelter of their 

orke. Aud the gO\leruoul' observing th late effect of a pani k teare amongst his 
owne m fI, ave th' char e that they hould fall on all together, with a udden and 
confused nOl ,to amaze th enemy, and di turbe the command of the officers. The 
{orlome hope advanc~d, econded with a good res rve; all put on tog ther, came up 
to the turn-pIke, and threw in grana doe • The enemy made many hot at randome, 
in the di advantage of a l'ainy night, and their musk ts lying w t on the worke : bo 
that ur men arne aU in a croude to the narrow pa ltage, and thronged in, and not a 
man lame or wounded in the storme: ue oncly wu killed the night before, in help
inlr to make the blind. Co oneil Ho ard wa. takeD at the worke , after three shots re
e Ived lD severall part of hi gfumen each which missed hi body. An hundred 
mUbketier were taken prison~~ many baViD!J eacaped, besides tho of .Bever tOll 
€I' tie, who came hither for refu~ the aay before. This ervice wa performed gal

ntly "by our m .0. after three daies continuaU march. Upon the first entraoce colo-
lieU Ma sie pre~rved the town from plunder; nor at any time did he uffer his soul
di"rs to rans8Cke any plaCe that he took by .torme ; giving this reasoo-that be could 
jU!!ge 00 part of England an enemie. countrey, nor an English town capable of de vas
taUon by f.nglilb uldien. :Alter a little stay, to setUe the garrison and countrey, 
~d to comma.tl iD 1OIl1e Bloneys, for tlJe satisfaction of the. souJdiers, and preae.eJ~ sup

i 
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ply of' the brigade. he r turned to Gloucester, and th Warwickeshire horse were call ... 
ed off into tbeir owne cOllntrey. 

After few daies the governour having breath d himselfe and his men, resolved to
attempt the takmg of Tewke bury; a bad neighbour to our head garrison, and where 
he had uffered tbe repul e twice before. He was able to draw fo th an hundred and 
twenty hor e, and about thirty dragoones, with three hundred foot; for his strength 
was no more then til tanumg forces of th it)', a great part of wbich were now 
swallowed up by the garfi ons lately tak n in. The hor e and dragoones: commanded 
by major Hammond. advanced orne few houre betore th foot and artill ry, and w~re 
to alarm the enemy till the toot came up. They made:: a bault a mile from the town, 
and drew out a pretty btron torlorne hope; conceiving th y might po ibiy surprize 
them, if they had not as yet tool the alarm. And fill t three men were sent before, 
to py jf the dra\\--bridg were clown, and six more b hind w> t undi COy recl; next 
unto thes marched the torlorlle hope. and the maine body in the reare. In this p -
tur they advanced up to the tOWl1 f \\ here they fOllnd tb bridge down, th guards 
slend r, the enemy without intelli ence, and upinely negligent. On went the fir t 
part), killed the ntin I , a pikeman and a musket, r without match, and made good 
th brid Te: The f'orlorne hop ru. h d in, anti aft.er them a full body ot horse and dra
goone ; fell upon lh guards. came up to the maine-O'uard betor the alarm was taken; 
overturned their ordnance, and charged through the streets as farr a th bridge, Wor
ce ter way, where til y tooke major Myn, the crovernollr of the towne. The en my 
threw down their rme: many (;' l'apt:d by fli Tht. and many w re taken prj oners. 
Colon Il G dfi'ey wa lain in the fir t char e, a al'o colonel Vava our quarter-ma ter. 
gen rall, and Ii lieutenant all pal ,i t b· ide. a ser eant. with abou~ ix. common 
Bou1(lIer. Our officer and ouldl r upposlDg themselve wholly vlctorlou, dis
mount cr, and went into the houses; som in the vanity of thell' humour. other for 
plunder; whilst all 51 i lhted their (wn guard, and lhe maklllg good of the bridge 
at which they entered. and ne lected the takmg and di arming ot the main -guard, 
which Jay in the heart of the towne, and cleared every I>treet. Whereupon tho eat 
the main-guard observing the hoI' not se ,onded with foot, took coura re to charge 
some of our horse, noW in confu ion ; and many of th enemy out of the hou es ran 
to the guard, and 0 streu~thned it, that th issued out upon our men, put them to 
a retreat, beat them out 01 the towue, and took (ltDe few pri onefS. But b tore they 
were beaten out they had cnt down two draw-bridges, and 'ecured the O'ovemour, 
major Myn. who was pas ed over -'tvel'De with a small party, that tooke hID) beyond 
the town. By this time co10nell ~1a ie was come up. with a few horse, halfe a m11e 
in the van of the foot. whIch hasted after, to make an a ault in thi in tant of time. 
But the bridge towards GJuu('t~ ter wa ' a,gaine drawn up, aud the worke manned on 
that side. Here the governour placed Ill'; company f dra ooue , and gave ord r to • 
'fire upon them, whilst hf' drew hi:, men rOllnd the towne, it bcmg now clarke night; 

. but before he could reach the farther elld, where he entt!l'el about ID1(lnight. the nemy 
were fled towards Wor<:e tel', beillg daunted at the fir 't a' ~ault made oy the horse; 
ob~rving withall our foot 11 W brou~ht lip. theil' own goveruolu' lost, th ir oflict.rs 
s1allle and (llost of the;: 'ommon ~ "Idlers already runn~ away. The townt'sm n, 
through feare, dW'st not give the It.as~ lI1tt'lIigt"nce of what had hapued; by wi)l(,h 
mtane they were; pa t tlie recovt'ry of our horse. alre ely t) red: 13esidts, the night 
and clarke wwher bin ed the PU'sult: n iy Vi tooke sonle 'catteriug toot, to the 
number of foure-and-henty, with a lltuteuant. Upon our entlall('e we tound eigh
teeD barrels of powder, lett by their haste, an bUlldr d anI tl4 e • y ~kl'yn., f match, 
two bundred uew p1kes. foure-and.thirty large hand· graU8( e. good st(lre of musket
shot., and two br~:lc drakes. Most of their mu:.ketti were thrown about in the fi Ids, 
ditcheh d rivers, many of which w: rc afterwards touDd. )jut the place it sehe wu 
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of m Do lie wa like i m re trongly linked unto t t cause by the late hoFt r of 
kn' hthood, which by the state is held no better th n note of infamy, to stigmati~e 
.tho e p rlOns that h ve been eminent in t dis el'vice of tbe commonwealth. Not
with tanuin . this b~ing 10 t and de perate in the opinion of the parliament, he gave 
up tba t1'00 hold and him elre into their hand, having not provld ... d for the inuem
tllty of 1 i own pet n; W len by hi own party, like, ise, be mu t n ri be branded 
with !tea h ry 01' cowardize, and 0 10 t on II band. So that no faction &eeme8 to 
'be assured of its principaU confident, and that lilO resolved nature or judgement clla 

ecure th tfongest nterprize to a wise and honora~e conclusion. ner the surr n-
der, sir William a vanced th nee to seek out the kings army, and left tht CR tie to be 
kept by th Glom: r force • 

By t1 is time tb enemy had no footin in tb county, lav B rkley tl and 
Lidney House. nd s thn government bad by maine force gained very step of ita 
ommand, 80 fi() }esse kill and vertue is re uired to maintaine the victories. We h ve 

the posses ion of louccstet, Tewke bury, udely, Newneham, B ve ston, and lim
bridge; all to be defended and maint intd, at 80 great di tance , only hy two regi
anentB of foot: or almelbury Was kept by colonell Deverau hi. regiment, who .. as 

ppointed gOY adur, und~r the command 0 colonell M ie, unto .whom th , dis .. 
osition and :settlement of th t garri was intrusted by the -parliamen or ant 
f money tbe city regimenls ere we. and uncertaine in dut and rvice, and lbe 
ouldiel'l r dayly to th r garrisons, where they found alwayes comtant pay nd 

hal'd& . p: t tb g rnour coald fi. none 80 ra ionaU as t() clap them in Iron, 
r give them back his jt stice. For hi ca.u he wa ptrplexed in c de'o J 

uncertaine of the a . meat, and co td not waite rot te ular disposition nd 
kaine of circumsta ces; ut ftimble in the secret Ilnd sttdden motiotJS of the time and 

on, aud IOmelime res~viog upon the setle guide of Providence; ot in thi never 
.mnning a gl'eater "uard then the shame of a no -perfOrmance. These many garl'i
son baviug taken up tbe whole strength, for want of a marching brigade, we were 
deprived of the fruit of our labours, in 1Ihe pplies of monies to be commanded out 
f t enemies qua.rters, d disable to relie" the remote parts that were by thi 
'me united under the power of this governme t: 0 that the fir t fruits were nipt in 

the bud, a d e remaine miserable after 80 gre t enlargement ; being illforced to cry 
to the parliament for help, which we should ba e bdd a disparag ment, had we r • 
.ctived a tQCk to improve to a larger support and livetyh&Od. Wherefore the house of 
'Common takiftg otioe of the many good rvices colooeU Mas ie, made n order 
or the N!crute of h~ regiment of horse aad foot jn the 6 ... t place; and to make up 

competent brig.., colonell Thomas . belli bad eommi sion for a regiment of norse, 
nd eolonel1 Edward Harley fOr a regiment f foot. lo which btl ines the gov BOW' 

ad~' ed Rat to raite men and hGrIIe at LODdoa, whither tbe reflHle of the army) fO -

negadou8. ana such dislik d tIhe con 'r 118 of their former ~ntert 'oment w.ere wont 
repaife, but .only t'O procure ntORieS to be tin tbe country, where horse might 

be ray at a ehea r tate~ and able rum ere ft y to be found, Il'ftd ebietly where 
e might robhe the euet'i\ of their maine tteDgtb; om hc:Mn great multitud s 

were ready to tow in, up tk! ho f e t rtaiulBeftt. nd before his hn, Inoe 
I. . ~ at a tb<Ju ~ the eaem , that here ~ ·ed selv to t 

rvice, t :tOt- lack or pay. Thia w & speedy C9tlt8e, a eft'ectuall, wbioh 
.might qI!y & w' e were ill • t ri '18 WIly4 

At t time tM; of nit 11 were a little eftter~1U!'III 
f the g tel' mly:. led Ult() the herne part in t 
uit Of ~ ~t reach or get be nd him, But the king dOllb 

the c - ;4( by a..as 0 fuf'd., left sir i am a few 
110 t . .u aa oon·ab'I .... ~ 
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at lone ster, to refresh his wary souldier ; an purpo ·jng to fall upou th 
king army, lmportunf'd the &0 roour to lend his as i tauc ; which was e tractcd 
out of tbe e, trcme penury of these parts on ly for a quick dispatch. Two hundred 
and eventy mu kettle I with a company ,of dragoons, were scnt from Gloucester 
nel a hundred rnu kettiers from Ma11l1e bury; which did not a little nece sitate th~ 

place, and top the ~ctions of thi command, which had so many garrisons to make 
good, and d fend the countrey from the neighbouring enemy, that began to threaten 
from very quarter. 

At thi tim there happened a dispute between th ] in s army llnd sir William 
Waller, at a bridge n er BaJlbury, where orne few \ ere slain and taken on both id . 
but on, our the chief miscarriage was the 10 e 0 some ol'clnance, After thi brush 
th king marched off into the borders of W prcestershire, and sir William \Valler to
ward Buckingham, to joyn with coionell Browne. Our countrey is in danger of 
ruine by the fulling down of tll king army, whose main body lay for a while about 
Breedon, three miles from Tewkesbury; where his maje tie being informed of the 
weaknesse of the place, drew neer, with a purpose to storme it, advanced the ord
nance within a mile. and sent out parties to kirmi h. Colonell Massie, upon the first 
int Hi uec, clapt into the town two hundred musketti r for an additionall stren~th. 
and to encourage those within: Himself in the ill an while. with a bundred and hfty 
lDuskettier ill OIlawvne, waited to encounter with an other party of the Worcester 
force, whom he ta ed off, with the 10 se of th'e or six men, neer Upton bridge, and 
pas ed over Seavern to Tewkesbury. Upon notice her of, the enemy drew thence, 
and retreated toward Parshow and Eve ham. There the king pretended to passe 
ov r the river into H refordsbire and Wales, and gav command that all the bridges 
should be made up; but his desigllc Jay westward. Wherefore he made up the hills, 
marched the first day, in the view of Sudely Castle, over the down ,and came that 
njO'ht to Cubberiy. seven mile from G louce tel', and from thence marched the next 
day by Be er tone Ca tie to Sodbuty. They went on like a flying army, surprised 
the countl'ey; but they onely touch d and away; and our weak t1'00pS drove m the 
stra ,.linO' plunderer : For th governour commaaded a party of hoI' to follow the 
Teare of the enemy, while t the rest were imployed in a nece sary d h noe in sundry 
places. Th se did cem to give thenl a gentle convoy over the hill countrey towards 
Brj toll; and though the van of their horlte were too nimbI for QS, and drove great 
tore of the garri ou cattell, that lay in their way, yet the country mtn were saved 

from any O'reat matter of los , and the parties of hoI' e brought into our garr; on be
tw en 50 and 60 pri Ollers, officers and souldiers; and though they could not retard 
the march, yet made them pa !>e forward with much waril1C$ and fear. . 

In the m~an while colonell Min, together with Sil' John Winter force, take the 
advantage of our weaknes, to spoil and de troy our friends on the forrest side; ir 
'William Russell and the governour of Worc tel' V18ke incur ions 0 that side; nd 
the O'arri on, op,pre ed with many ou -guard, and mujti ud of prisoner within, 
had 1111,1 h ado to Rreserve the neighbour from ruine. CoJoDeJl Min .d,,·anc d from 
Ro ,where he quartered hi regiment, ithin ba a mile of the city, drove away 
t.tie countrey cat. ell, and took t.h penoqs Of 8Oy·;. And the foreea of Berkley Castle 
act a sufficient part in the ~nerall mi met: Tb governour looks round about him, 

.and though he cannot hope to lay them flat, and ubdue their pirita, yet he can cbeck 
their insolence, and make them stand on their gUaI'd. He commanded a party of 
horse and dragoons toward Berkley, who fell upon the guard of the town, beat them 
jnto the castJe, slew eight or ten, took prisoners captain Sandy with a lieutc:nant, 
ensj~, aa~geant, and aeVC:D common souldiers; whence, )~kewjee, they brou ht away 
Murty or fifty arm t and took from ou of the par under the castle wall about fiftle 
horaes, with other cattell. An other party ,was commaDded within foure miles of 
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'Vol'cester, Cl'ud ,surprised in their quarters sir Humphrey Tracy. lieutcnant·colonell 
Hel)" and capta1q SavRO'e, and brought them prisoners to Gloucester. 

By this time an increase i add d to the garri on fOfces, by tbe aFri\ral of COl1011Cl 

Stephen with three troops or horse, and two troops of collone! Hadyes regiment, 
which did inable the governour once more to appear in the field, and dra\v out again t 
coHonel Min, a serious and active enemy, and a perpet~lall telTf}r to the COllntrey j 
whose ruine was again contrived, and resolved upon; and for this delligne strong pre
parations were made by the enemy round about. The governor had some discovery 
ou t of their own quarters, and upon adv.el'tjsement that some forces out of Hereford 
and 'Vales went over the fh"er at Aust passage, advanced with his bor 'e towal'd 
Berkley Castle, and thence t6 the passage, where they missed not half an hQure of 
the sUJ'prisaU of the lot'd i-Jerbert, The notiee of the march of our horse into the re
mote parts of the county hu toed Mins eNpedillou for Glouce. tersbire. And OLll' in
telli!Ience ab1'Oad gave a timely advertisement Qf the work in himd, which a little after 
was tully confirm d by I tt-ers taken out of collonel Mios pocket; to \,·it, that HeJeford 
~ud Worcestershire were to joyn their forc~ ahollt Cosselawne, and with an over
_powering army to march \I'P to the gate of Glouccste.r, to the utter cleva tation 0 the 
part a(ljacent with fire and plunder 3tld to burn up the corn on the ground, it bing 
then neer harvest. Hereupon the govenlOr marched back with his troops to Glou .. 
.cester, from whence he commanded two hundred .l11d twenty rnusketi -' r5, and oJ'dered 
an hundred muskettiel's from Tewke lJllry to meet him on the march, to prevent this 
great-noised army. ' , 

Whilest the orders for the march were iving forth to the officers of horse and foot, 
there fell out a sad accident between major Gray and major Hammond, which was 
like to clash the whole actiol1. The heat of a quarrell then brake forth, by occasion 
of a verball contestation at a councell of warre the same day, when both had orders to 
march, and were commanded to their particular charges. Major Gray began to ques
tion Hammond for his hasty language, and to require satisfaction. This clJallenge at 
the present was refused, .or sleighted; wherefore, impatient of the supposed injury, 
and full of .revenge, he smote him on the face with his fist. Upon this to swords 
they went in the street .; and after a little c1ashing\ G ray received his deaths wonnd 
by a thrust in the neck, and expired in the place. This lnisel:able accident was like to 
beget n greater mischief among the souldiers, who being in arms, and ready to ,ad. 
vance, came back with i,un titreame of'f iolent re olutlon for the presellt revenge of 
Grays blood; that the whole city and garrison was pot farre f!1()m an aproal'. It 
rested on the governQrs sole care to allay that violence of the ouldier; who used his 
best art and industry to appease them, whilest the officers, indulging their own dis
content at the losse of their major, fell quite off the hinges. After an hourei) dispute 
and intreaty, tbe tumult was in some measure qualified, that the most were perswaded 
to march, as it wa/:t high time, when the enemy came on within three miles of the 
city, with a resolutiol1, if not to lay wa te by fire, (as they threatned,) yet to plunder, 
.and take away the persons of men, their goods and cattell. Tl1e Imsin e was put 
forwards, but with little help from the discontent d officers. Late in the afternoon 
Our party began to a.d,·auce, and at Highleaden passage got ~ver the brook. The 
enemy were quarter('d in Hartpury field, and commanded to lie close. Out men came 
up to a bridge within a quarter of .a mile of them in the darl< n,g\1t~ gave them an 
.alarme, and took ten prisoners; and an oth \' party of our horse, that quartered neer 
the Lawne, took divers that were sent that way to plunder. But their m ill body 
.evaded U8, and with great speed marched that night to Redmarley; and we, after a 
f· dious wandring to find them out, came to Eldersfield, two miles ll'om their quart l' , 
where we re ted tw~ or three houres, to ,refr~h ourselves and horse. 

rot. v. 





re ei"ed a shot ill. the anne. The sue e of tbi rlesigne cut off the maine strength of 
the kina' fore 1Il lh Wales, and ecurec1 tb countrey from our plundcrinO' neigh
bours on the Welch id. The body of collonel Min was brQug}lt to Gloucester, and 
vouch afed an honorable burial!. H i death wa by hi" own party much lam nted. to
gether with the los e of a brave rf' ~illl nt, that were commanded from Ireland, to fight 
hel e again t the ju tice of that cau upon which the Irish war \Va held uf' and owned 
by the whole kingdom. And it hath b en ob crv d, hat a the Irish p ilication wa 
unlucky and reproachfull to th out ide of tll king' action aOlongst his prote tant 
party, 0 the commanders that came th nee were unfortunate in all their designes, and 
in the end mi erable. 

'When the governor had settled his affaire at home in rea onable ccurity, hi de ire 
and aime wa to put in for the advantage of a more gencl'ali en'ice, anu pitched upou 
the e two propo al : the ont to III ke a di 'ersion from: the lord-general army, then 
blo ked up in the west; the other to keep ba k princt' Ru >crt. tragling forces, whi h 
th n lay between ... brew bury and Worcester, a little aft·r the great 1) rthern cI teat. 
And these the rrince earnestly de ired, that upon thj rubbi h he mi Ilt frame an army 
for the close 0 the summer a "tioll. ' 

Wherefore, if pos ible, to end avour a diver ion from the we t palts, the governor 
drew toward Bath, with niue bundred hor e and foot, (the forces lent to ir lViUiam 
'Waller being in part returned,) with a purpo e to distllrbe tue kinO's quarter, and with-
draw a part of the maine army to inable Bri toll and Bath. n the l1i115, likewi e, h 
might 'peet to encounter prince Rupert fi'om Bnstoll, who fled thither with about 
three hundred horse, pre ently after the discomfit in the north. But within a few 
cayes, upon adverti t:ment of the mi carriqge and di ast l' of the lord-generals army, 
he drew back, and the ratllC'r, havinO' iot lIig-ence that the prince had commanded 
collollel Charlt: Gtrral'd out of Wales, and the l'eliqu of his own army to break their 
way through our countrey into the western part. The e were reported to lie neer 
Worcester, waiting th re for a c1 ar pas e and by all mean to e Ct pc collonel Ma~ ie. 
They were to take their COllI' e over olt wold hil . or bj the borders of lIer ford hire 
to make into the forrest of Deane, and thence over the river at Allst. Wherefore the 
governor maine bu inc e wa to prcw,'nt thi conjunction and block up either pas
sage In his retreat toward Glollcester, be fell down h fore II Ikt'l , and lodg <1 his 
men t wo dayes ill the town, ummon d tb castle, and made s11 w of an a ault; but 
thi was taken up in tbe way, beside the intention of the de igne. Aud though t} e 
los e of six or Igllt men, by their own folly, gave collvnel Vale occasio11 of boast
ing, yet for all the pretend d great service, in mail)tainiu 'I the place that wa 11 vel' at~ 
tenlpl d, he \ut immtdiatelyan rca h red that goycrnment by the prince order. But 

fore coUone1 1\1 ie drew thtuc , he cau d the boats to be fired at • ust pa. 3 ffe; 
and intellding to pass o\er a\'ern at Frampton, to meet prince Rupert ' forct • re
ceived an alal'me that they were alre dy in Cusse Lawne; whereiipoll our mat'ching 
bl'lg' ie hasted to G louce ter, where they found that many of tho troop under th 
comm ucl o.f sir larmaduke Langdale were newly come into 11 .lcfordshire, and that 
a party of th 0'1, joyning with cOllonel Lingeos horse, had advanced Within six mile .. 
of tl. cit '. \0 spoil and plunder those p,arishe that w re joy ned in one association to 

ulutual defence. and th aid of this gov rtJQlent. 
The go' mot his designe, drew forth towards the Lawne, and stopped theil-

cour~ 0 t tid OJ : \i 1 r upon tbey took their course through W OJ'cester, 
here obtained additio 11 \ren~th from colion I 'andy his hor ,aud :;ir W11· 

lillm It bO se roo , with all the foot that Dudley <':astle and those parts could 
aO' til • nd 80 cunceivillg th m el 'f able', both in power and au \' ntagt or 
tht ving (as they suppoae ) 10ft collunel Massie beyond Seaveme, and too farre 
in· the to reach them, resolv d to break fortu j hoping both to passe clear, and re-

i 
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Ii ve Banbury in the way. I.lut th overnor being certified of their march, forthw itIl 
ouveyed his men over eaverne at Tewke bury, and recovered the hil as fane as 
t.111 \\'ay, and got before them; in the meane while gave notice to the major of the 

!:'arl of Denbighs horse, that lay neer Tewkt!sbury, in Worcestershire ; who the sam 
day brought up two hundred horse, tojoyn with our party on the hils. N everth les (> 

the governor under tanding nothing, but that the enemy wa marched to tratford 
upon von, and 0 beyond his reach, sent back the foot, almost tyred with tediou 
and continual! marches, and with hi horse resolved to joyn with collonel Fin ~ at Ban
bury. nut he found, at the return Qf the cout, that about five hundred horse 11eer 
at t hat in tant at o\'er th river 00 this ide E,'esham, and made their approach neCl' 
11i quarters, and that a parly of foot were left at the brid)' , to rnak go d the re
l)a c· one half of the forces in the mean w1111 , lyin at < ve ham, aml.the oth r neer 
Pal'showe. Om men appearing on the hils, the en m took the alarme, retreated ud
denl ,and fot, a while lad red themselves b yond Wore ster. Their number was com 
puted, by neh as beheld them, to be about fi ve-and- twenty hund red hOl'se~ ill nrm d, 
and the survi\'inO' part of the wine ot' the northern army. L\ gain to prevent tlleir incur
. iOll into the remot parts of the ountl'y oeyond rav roe, a competent strength of 
horse and oot were commanded a\' r, and withall to attend the enemies motion. 

In the midst of this and other d igns of cons queue at th t ti me depending, the go
vernor, wi th all the officer of lor e and foot, were much di t ress d for Jack of that 
upport which the necessity of the service did require; and t he extreme want til 

common trooper dl'ov th m daily away. Every performance in the whole cour of 
thi gO\Ternm nt was filled with much di tempers; and though the exig ne of the ouI
,d ieT hath b cn great in many plac , yet the gleaniu." of oth r brigaues have oc.en 

ett r Uen our vintage. 0 officer had any portion ill the contribution mouey; no 
pay for th troops for many moneth together; no allowan 'e fo r scout, . pie, or io tc-!
liO' neer, ho obs rv one1y the liberall and open-haud d; nor the hope of reward to 
in ourage the soul(iiers gallantry i-that th indcavour of the governor, in keepillg 
toO' >ther and increasing the forces, wer nigh lost. either wa any Olean allotted to 
the supply of the heet! sary attendant and offie t's of a OIarchin ,. brigade; Ano in the 
heat of ervice, the nature ancl terms of t1 > govl'rnor. comm1tnd were di puted; and 
twas very questionable whether to provide for the nttendants of a march ; that onely 
a proportion sc med to be cared for, that might. live within the walls of Jou ester, and 
nothing to further su 'h action that might restrain .andle sen the strength of the enemy, 
presen'e the countrcy, and pa, se withall to the relief of remot garrison. Ncverlhe
) sse, the establishment of ucb a powe wa required in the e part as might check the 
enemy in all hi marche and recruit, and thi s trength far greater th n the stint 0 

t hat Cal) t nt Dumber which the ganison took up. 
In thi extremity th on!I'l1or was constrained to act, and marched on in the pu r-

suit of the enemy, who kept randevous neer Hereford, with tourty-two troQPs of hoI' e; 
r stllving to passe the 'everne at :Au t, not daring to adventure over the bill count rey . 
.And to guard the passage, prince Rupert sent 'iuto the forrest a commanded party of 
Dve hundred horse and toot. These began t<,> fortifie Deachly for a luting guard ; a 
plac of extreme ilitlicult appro~b, being a gut of land funning out bttween Sea-verne 
and \Vye, and tl onely commOdiou paiSage from Wales to Bristoll and the western 
p3:rts; being the mai.ue e.;atercoQM! of the kings a~y, .and a 8tl'O~g rf'aerve £Or the last 
exi enee. It was lugh me therefore to crush tius desl e, ano Dlp the tiud <if 80 great 
hOI)es. The governo advanced upon them some foure dayes after they lit-gan their 
lor.tifications, and had drawn the trench half way from the banks of one river to- the 
ot11el· · her the other part was well guarded with an h' k-set hedge, (which 
they tined with mUikettier .) and a ditch withill. with a (&lr ~eadow beyOl1<t, wbert
in they had made a re·intrenchmeot. The trengtb cousisted Beer of six hundred hors 

" 
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and foot, which, at the first coming on, lighted upon a partie of horse from Chep tow, 
took some, and drove the rest into ~he river; then faced the enemy within musket-shot 
that evening, and so continued the next morning, waiting the op~rtunitie of anassault; 
f->r at high water the place was inaccessible, by Tea on of tbeir hips, which guarded 
each river with ordnance, lying levell with the banks, and clearing the taee of the ap
proach from Wye to Seaverne. Wherfore the governor taking the advantage of)o e 
water, drew forth a party for the on- et. Thel:le were brought neer the place of en
trance, where the enemy intended a draw-bridge, with order to storme the work 
which a J t were not fini bed. Out of the forlorn hope the governor had elected ten 
mllskctiers to creep along tbe hedges, and th nee to fall into the very breach. The e 
gave the fir t alarme, and caused the enemy (according to the meaning of the plot) to 
spend their fir t shot in vain. And when the first voUy was given, ere they could re
charge their mu kets, the governor gave the ignall, by the disch2.rge of a pistoll. On 
went the forlorn hope, and the reserve followi1)<1', the trumpets soundiug and the 
drums beating; fUll up to the works, III hed in among them, and fell upon the hack; 
when the whole and eac l part. ot the action was carried on without interrupt" orr, and 
the ouldiers wenL Ill) in uch a r ular march, and so great solemnity, that it eemed 
more like the pomp of a triumph then t ~1e cOllfu ed face of a fightr Of the enemy ome 
were killed, and the rest tak n prisoner!!, be ides some few that recovered the boat ; aml 
many of them that took thc water were drowned. And to gra e the ervice. it wa per
fcwmed in the full view of a multitude on 'hep tow side, whH t the great guns plaid 
from each river; which, ca t be eath the banks by the Jowe ebbe, did no e,' ecution, 
but, by their noise and semblance of terror, both raised tht souldier, and couduced to 
the maje ty of the victory. . 

This good sueces e and the eason held forth a fait· opportunitie to compasse an other 
designc at that time in aO'itation. Some overture were made by lieutenant-collonel 
Kyrle of the delivering of 10nmouth into our hands. Many did urge the pre 'ent ac
ctp tance.of th plot, and an hasty performance, and were discontented in that which 
they called slacknesse in the governor; when' as neither the method of the plot w 
propounded in the generail, (the circumstances being left free,) nor the pre ent t te 

~ of things gave leave to manage the businesse, when the following army of prince Ru·. 
pert wa to be intercepted; a. work of grea.ter concernment, and more beseeming a 
publick spirit then this latter. But at that time twas the usuall mistake of particular 
association to confine every enterpri e to their OW11 counties, and divide the common
wealth into so many pe y kingdom. And in this did coll nel • lassie" deny him elt~ 
in spending the latter part of the slimmer in pro~eouting a I sse piau ibl~ and appea.!·ing 
service, though of larger concernment. But havlllg now pursued the pJ'lIJces bol' e IOto 
Wales, and de troyed the encmi s PI' ~ect in forti(yin , ·Deachly, he quartered with his 
horse and foot neer fonmouth, on th forrest suJe; and receiving an am)\\.cl· to a mes
saO'e lately sent to l;eutenant-collonel Kyrle, propounded unto hjm, and followed this 
way :-That he would feigne a post from Gloucester side, to desire a udden return 
with Ius force thitherward, to secure that part of the countl'ey from the enemy, which 
was already fallen out from BristoU and Berkley. And this message wa to come to 
Ilis hands at Mr Halls bous of High-meadow, a grand papi t, where it would take 
wings for its dispatch to Monmouth; by which means yrlc, commanding the horse, 
might easily draw 6 rtb some troop to follow the rear of our party. Her upon the 
governor i'eiFed a audden retreat to I u P. tf>r, and having marched back three 
miles, lodged his fOrces in a thi 'ket of the forrest, and sending his scouts abroad, pre
vented the enemies di.covery. In the mean while the intelligence n~aches Monmouth, 
and lit"Uaenant-collond yrle draw, out; whom the governour surprised at midnight 
in High dow house, with his troop of tbirty horse; and with as little noise as P!lS

\ 



sible ad -anced thence to fonmouth. Tevertheles c, twa not so deep a ilence but 
the al rme was given b. th corn('t of tIl troop, wl10 e caped the urprisall; ant! the 
attf'l11pt mad ttl more difficiIe, if ot de peratc. The town took tbe alal'me, stood 
upon theil' gu rd. e ' peeting an enemy. Notwithstanding thi • Kyrle, with an hun
dred elect hoI' , arrived a.t the town cnd, confideotl,y came up to th draw brlc\O'e 
pI' tended a return, with many pri oners taken; p rswaded the guards, and prevatl d 
vith collond Holthy, the go,'crnol' of the towll, by the officers of the guard, to let down 

th dra -bridge; '\ hlcb wa done. but with much jealou ie and a strong guard, and 
th bridge presently drawn up again; insomuch tbat the first part were like to be hdd 
pri oner in the tOWJl. Our forlorn hope saw that it \\Ins time to lay about them: They 
aeclare themselves, O\'er-powcr the guard~ and make good the brid e. And itt thi 
there want d not tbose that "'ept a strict watch over Kyrles' deportrn nt, who acted 
11i part with dexterity and valour" Our body of hor c and foot wer at hand, had a 
larg entrance, ubdu d th town in a moment, and pared the blood 0 the surprised 
souldiers. But the dark and rainy night fitted the go ernour of Monmouth, with the 
major part of the garri 00, for an escape over the dry graft. We' took one major, three 
captain, and diver illferiol' officer, thr escorc common souldier , five barrels of pow
der, and ome arm . Dut the town it elf was th be t prize being tbe k y of outh 
:Wale , and the onel~ safe entercourse for the kings army between the west, 'Val 5, 

and the 11 rthern parta. 
The taking of tonmouth gave a fearful alarme to the whole countrey, e8pt:ci~lly to 

til earl of Worcester, at Ragland castle; who raised the cQuntl'ey, and called in prince 
Ruperts hoI' e to their assi tance" The Ragland papist made the poore Welch beli v 
that we came to put man, woman, and child to th sword, and filled their fancie with 
as many tl'ange concei of the Roundheads, as the poore panial"d had of th Eng
lish after their revolt from Rome; it bing casie to per wade an irrational and I upid 
p ople. Forthwjth they appeal' in arms against us: Wher ore, two uaye after our 
entrance, the go\"ernor sent out a small party of muskettiel's, commanded by cavtain 
Rochford, to quash the rising of the couutrey. Our men find out the r nclevous, With 
a kind of guard defended by captain ain -ford ith hi ragged r giment. The&e, upon 
the first onset, were all put to flight, ran an hun~ed wayes, lik a barbarou peoj.>le, 

"" r pursued by our ' hor~ about twenty kllocked on the head, and ixleen tak n 
1)risoners. 10 revenge this losse, ir WiHiam Blaxton, with his brigade of borse jo l1S 

with the countr y train-band and the forces from Ragland and Chep tow, makiu (ac
cording to the best relations) five hundred horse, and twel hundred foot. Of thi 
preparation we were not advertised till they fell upon one of our hOl"st' qu rter in a 
strong hOllse neer Monmouth, where w lodged two troops; and, by u"ood hap, ten mus
k uier, to secure d quarters. Too house was made good by the r olutlOn of cap
tain Un) ly and lieut. Page, till the major of the horM: had drawn up the troop, and 
faced the enemy, whilt'st the gpvernor wmmanded Qut of Monmouth hundred and 
fifty u1llskettiers. But before our toot could reach the ho , their horse drew thence, 
encountred with a party of ours, and being l"t!Chargoo by major BackhOwse, wer beat n 
ba k to the fOot. Uy tl" time our tiers were br t up. and in the first 
charge put the eIlemy to a coafu runDing Mreat.. lew Be enty, and wou dod many; 
took tl teeacwe ,pn " In . Of the ~er., a ~ Of bo a.u.d two ca~ ere 81 in, 
one taken, d it ,11' in tbe tbl h. &t the t arty 
tvp, a "mall ri ~r ~ p&6sed, I -ked up the bridge, theil' 
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foot had been wholly routed and taken. The prisoners that ere of the countrey peo .. 
pi the governor entl'eatt'd kindly, and after a few dayes ent them home by parcels, 
and t"ach man \\ ith a littl note. or lettel', dire 'ted to hi rna ter, or the severall paris he " 
to signi6e that th tnteution of the parliament and the present government was not to 
dc.' troy ot' en lave their per ons, or take away their livelihoods, but to preserve their 
Ii e and f()rtune , to open the ('ours of justice, and free them of their heavy burth"ns 
unci r the force of ltup Tt, a Gerillane prince, At the fh~e discharge of the capti es, 
th y bf'gan to re ent tile governors humanity, as b~for , by tire slaughter of their men. 
Til y had flit the torce of arms; and the dispersed paper did in part undeceive the 
p op)e and di lodge their fears; our hoI'S marching peac ably, and doing no flpoil or 
vi lenee. 

After the appeasinC'l' of I.lw countl'ey tumult , the inueavours of the governor w re to 
reduc that pcopl to a willillg and cOl'diall ohedlenc(>, He di~1 tcl1ed many letters of 
in \<'itation to the gentlemen of the countrey. and gave it urance to the best affected. of 
})i ' purpo e to def ud and rnak 0'00<1 the town. But all were llcnt, and not two valu
able persons did own the IJU~ines e. 00 the olb I' ide, they did not tir a foot at the 
Sllmn on' of th earl of W Ul"ce 'tel'; and in coufideuce of the justice of this party, they 
fr 'qllt'nted our market ; whel'i~s at Ollr first approa h they drove away all thdr cattell 
into the rt:mote part of'the count : Y t 0)0 t of the gentlemen fled from their hOll es. 
The gteate t part of prmce Ruperts forces lie till nnder our ane t in Vales, where 
they de 'rea 't: and drop away, di cont nt and burtlen the coun rey, between whom there 
aris' perpetuall quarrel. And the truth i I even those people who e affections comply 
with th klllg dt:' iane could never corre 'pond with the souldier of that faction, with 
whom there i n <.i C'almg for very friend ; insomuch that the generall hatred of' the 
souldier might drive in to the parli ' ment a moderate enemy, and uch as breathe a 
mor cool 'pirit of malignity, wh n the state shall reach out the hand to clear the way, 
and make good the engagem nt. 

Collonel .t: 1a ' ie seems now to have spread the branches of his government beyond 
the ap and strength of the root and the extreme parts grow burden ome to the main 
body. II had neither hoI'S nor toot to main alO what wa gotten, considering the 
triviugs of th tnemyto repo ' se~ 'e them elves of Monmouth; For which end the whole 

power of {11th Woles that I fit tor the lliardl, under the command f collond Gerrard, 
are ('ump. a far a8 Ahel'genny, U 'ke, and Ragland. 'ir John 'Winter must brin~ forth 
his m:t tel" pC:'tce to the world, and once more, assi ted with four hundred ti'om Uri -
toll. pmchased at a big rate, and added to a hundred of his own men. with all the aid 
prince Rupert can end, undertakes to fortlfie Beachly. The noi ed strength of the 
enemy round about did contribute to the designe with all fi I'Cene8se. since the want of 

guard upon th.s passhge d,d render all outh Wale of little 'alue. And it hi "hly 
cone \'l'lect us to incfeavour the pre enting this pr~,ect, which threatned the ruine of the 
f(,rre t, the interc(>ptlng of the pas 'age between (i loucester and 1 Ionmouth. and to 
reuder that gamson in great part lIsele se. The governor had a hard game to play, 
alwayes Imt upon desperate hazards. without a sufficlencie to accomplish or make good. 
For the ca e a questi nablt', whether to desert ion mouth, or eek to maintain it; 
11avmg no com,et t lIullIber f(lr a town yet unfortified, gen raU} malignant, in an 
enemies count , at a great distance, and w1th a difficult passe; but that the wonoer-
ull U Of ly. furtunate, determined the doubt. The bu ine se 'as llot 
ca~ of . '0, _\h' g but a qui<..'k dispatch had the shew of !latety. Gerrard 
was to be kellt from joyfti It torces wi h the e in the torre. t, who, Wh " ll onre forti-
fied, not to betten out. ha ing aU the advantages of ea and land. And al. 
though bo ~t the coon ey, pretending to tall U}M}D Monn)outll, }et, 
bout October }~ one hundred muskettiers ere drawn thence, ~ith e' t 



T,'ucts during tile Reigtl qf King Charles l. 

.troops of our poore hor c, unto lluewall, e:xpecting there to meet the ewnham foot 
dl'aw \ off for thi de jCT ll ; th garrison supplyed in the. interim by th cour.trey vo~ 
lunticl' . In the clo of th ne,·t evening th y approached neer the enemy, \IIll rc no 
(rood 1'1' 30' did favour the bu ine. The hoI' fail d lx homes of the time ~ppoin _ 
cd ' \\'b m th conslallt want of pay, and hands ,b,!und up from plunder, made irregu-
aI', and disabled th commander-in-chief to rC,w:ml r pllui h, Him elf mu t manaae 

til desi(~Il, 110t I Y 3(h'ice onel, , but persona 1 ~ct ion and act a part in the duty ~f 
<:acb inierior officer. That night we heat up their ambu cad , forced them within 

, their \VOl ks, and by freqllent alarms kept them waking, yet n. much a po sible from 
VOl' iog, The next morning at break of day wa the time re erv d Ii I' a torme; · bu t 

the foot were all stragling, and could not bc gathered lljl; in omuch th t tIle gov mol'S 
.own troop, with uo more then fourscore mu:k Hier, made the on t, and by Gods 
11 Ip perform d gallantly. They found the enemy well prepared, the work follow d 
\' ith dexterity and diligence. with much art and co t ou pallisadoe and brea t-works, 

and the mo t defecti\'c plae , from 'Vye to 'cave I'll e, defended with a tall quick-set 
hedge, nnd a ditch within; th pinnae s riding in ta h river with ordnance to play 
upon u, und the lin 0 strongly CTllarded with hammer gun, and murlh reI' placed 

n tbe flank at ither (>no, that it e med impossible to storme the am b day, with
out op,parent great 10 sc. Yet wa the ~ovefllour to wait for I w w 1 r, that th !runs 
(i'om the hips might 1.lot J' ad u i which happily fell out at the openin of th day : 
Yet were we in the leach' of the ordnance planted on the 'Y leh shore, and equall to 
our height. He laid hold on the instant of sea on, with n small party, in a silent 
march, came close to the wOlks; wherupol1, after lh takill~ of the alarme, when the 

nemy 11ac1 spent many shot, our men forced two or three palli ado(;!s, that ome of the 
foot and the forlorn hope of hor e brake in; but fillding th m elves at a land between 
the pallisadoes. and the quick-set hedge lined with mu!.ketti r, began to face about, 
" ,he there was no looking back nor passing' forwards, by rea on of til continuall. hot. 
~n this party WJl8 the governor eoga3ed, who now became the lead r of the forlorn 
ho~. and with not a little difficulty forced his own horse over the hedO'e, fi 11 in among 
them, was recharged funou ly, hi head-peece knock d oft' with the but l1d of a mus
ket, and strangely preserved, till three or foure foot and ome hoI' e hrake over the 
lleclge after him; Then there came up a full body of hor e and f09t, nnd by maine 
fore bore down before them a resolved and prepared enemie, slew t.hirty, and toke 
prisoners a lieutenant.colonell, one major, two captaines, three lieutenants, tIll' e en· 
ign , with other officers and common souldiers, to the number of two hundred and 
t\Ve~", '[hey forced sir Jobn 'Vinter Gowne the clift into th yiver, where a litt! 
hoate lay to receive him, alid CODY y him then~ into the ships, riding within musket·· 
shot of the 6hore, with many rou ,queteers and great shot. Many tooke the water, 
'omc whereof were drowned, and others saved themselves by recovering th boates, 
Prince Rupert, the patron of thi desigll~ w expected there the next high w ter, 
being then upon the riv f, J>ut eam~ p'revfnted _nd crossed in the height of llis 
desire and cOllfideuce. 
. It was a brave exPh>y.!-e and true iclol'y, uppu sucb an eminent pis&dvantage over a 
formidable enemy. They ere troUFf witblD the fortifications then aixe times th 
.same number in tbe op . T Rorme that ilovered was blowne 0 ef, and we 
alme, and $e u in ihe : 'on of Mon • But as for this necke of land, so 
fortunate pa OUt to ~ government of Glouce ler for two remarkable victories, 

ir int aUct Wels forces had their eye cont~nually upon it, yet 
. .,~!C& the p~ was no oversight in our garrison, but cauaed by the incapacity 

f.,· . iDg ilDpossible to be held by us tin. were master at lea, be-
bi on the eaverne lay levell with tPe higllest ,round. 



Wherefore it was reso1ved, by a counc 11 of warJ"e, that the buildings should be demo
lished, and all trees and hedges cut downe. The taking_and securing of Monmouth 
wa a faire beginning, and almost the possession of halfe Wales. But as yet the county 
became unserviceable to us, and we made Joosers by enlarging our boands. 

, The substance ofGlouce tershire was e7'pend d in maintaining the garrison foote, and 
the hor e left wholly unfurnished, yet bounde up from plunder and rapine; neither Jid 
we finde that assistance in the county as was expected and promised; considering 
which, with our meane forces and slender pay, no progresse could be made in gaining 
the countrey, but the time was spent in ligbt kimll he and urprizals betweene petty 
parties on both sides: And we sustained some Josse by colonel Broughtou captaine
lieutenant, who, with fifty souldiers, undertooke to garrison a house neare Godridge 
ea tJe, neither obvious to reliefe, nor caring to fortify or store the place with victualls. 
This was done in the governours ab ence, without order, disa,'o ed by all, and owneu 
onely by the captaine himselfe; whose plea was, that he had no sllpport for his men, 
and' was enforced to get bis living there. But within a few dayes hi house was fired 
up n him, and he and aU bis carried prisoners to Hereford, before relitlfe could reach 
them. 

Notwithstanding our neee 5itous condition, the parliament were)nformed of great 
multitudes, and a burden of supernumerary officers and sonJdiers, and seemed to re
quire out 0 the uperfluity of those parts an assistance more ample then the maine 
strength of the place. It was hard to take a just and full view at uch a distance; 
and peradventure perpetuall action, and the great things effected here, might multiply 
the numbers of the garrison, and reprf ent things in the largest forme. But the voyce 
of the people gave out that we were kept low by the malice of roi informations; and 
that the souldiers cry could not be heard, because th y were apt to he thougbt ever 
craving and querulous. Wherefore at that season there came some particular com~ 
mands from the powers above, which did not corre pond with the stat of our aft'aires 
or the ground of the enjoyned ser ice. November tht:l tenth, colon ell Massie received 
instructions from the committee of both kingdomes to march, with all the strength 
he could make, into the hOl'uer of 0 ford hire, to prevent tbe joyning of the Welsh 
forces, under the conduct of colonell Gerrard, with the rest of the kings army, or to 
take advantage of tbe enemy, or joyne with the parliaments army, as occasion did 
offer. This command found him overwhelmed with manifold irnployments; and in 
that instant of time 'some Moumouthsbir gentlemen tendred their assistance to tbe 
taking in of Cbepstow Castle, which tbe governour was ready to embrace, (that Wales 
might faU under the power of the parliament,) but with much warinesse, having many 
'rons in the fire. everthelesse, lying under a greater wei~ht of envie, he resolved to 
obey the former orden, against the pmgresse and reason of bis affaires; wherefore he 
called off his owne regiment of hor e from about Monmouth, where the enemies vigi
lancie wa not little, and the malignity of the towne wondrous great. \Vith the regi~ 
ment of' horse he hasted towards Eve ham, where the enemy bad arrived before, whose 
march he could not interrupt or retard, since they were eigbt for one. But before 
this march, havjng drawne a small party (jut of Monmouth, he commandt:d from 
GJouceste hIS own company, and another company of the same regiment, to the se
curity of that pniSOI1, and committed the charge of tbe towne in his absence to major 
Th~ortOD, t Rl'jeaDt-major to colonell Harley, who, by order of parliament, was 
desig .to. tba govcralbellt, but ith power to command out a partye upon any 
desi~, Ii& ng no tho.s~ that the forces left there were fit to be imployed upon any 
servloe1 more then the difence of'that plac • Besides, he had wao,'ed the offel'S of Cbepo:. 
tow, tin be might gane an aHurance of m 'ng good so mllch ground in an enemi 

country; for it wu al.ayes his dire, i ingaging any people to those rnasten m 
he served, to foreaee a pouibility of continuing tHat engagement, least bee might doc 
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, them a r a el' di er·i , b d hi the resol tio of other 
co r , aud, by O'ra ph ~ bcyo d hI r h, who might b 

ai ed in du time. otwi 1 an ing th overn r pres ord r, a the 'arn 
solicitation and I' mi of snell ff c d in th count ,and the vehemenei o ' 

hers, who tMr d aft r the glor of atchi em ot in 1 overDor a nce 
h major yeeld d to the dra in t of a party for b p tow, and tr tched hi powe; 

b y nd th kno\ n tii ciplin of' warr ; fearing itber til brat d of cow rdice, or the 
-ce 1 ure 0 am 11 un illin r to doe his count y service, thou h be deel I' d bis judge
ment agaiD t it. Wherefor b ad 'anced to ard Chepstow \'it11 thre hundr d com
manded men, having 01 e conceiv d a urane 0 gaillin the ca tIe b urrender or 
Oil t. The n e i cony y d forthwith to the enemy, who draw t rether all the 
tl'ength they ca make, fllOr e nd f4 ote, from Ragland, Abergeveny, Here ord, ahd 
Odndge; and 0 ember the nineteenth, about break 0 day, cam neere the to ne, 

and lay undi overed behind a ri ing ground, t a quarter of a miles distance, n ver 
hinking to make an a tempt, much Ie e to surprise it; but as the go l'nor inavoyde-

able ab enee, and th impertinent enterprize of Monmouth garrison did cau e their 
approach, there b i,pg not above a hundred and fifty Jeft there, 0 the negligence of 
the aptain 0 whom the keyes were intru ted in the majors ab ence g ve up the 
town int tb' hnn . So remi~ r r the lender uatda, that the tr vally was 
beaten, and n n tooke the alarme. he euemy ob rye it, and tooke the courage 
to attempt the urpri all; came upon th higner sid of the towne, that looked to· 
ward Hereford, having one]y a loping banke cast up to a rea onable hight, with a 
dr graft of no d pth; in omucl that th guard and sentinells bein all I e, or 
upin 1 n ligent, abov fort men' presently climbed over, and fell down to the next 

port, where they found no more than ixc men, who fl d from th guard upon thei r 
.camming on. \ ith that one take an iron barre, break the ch ine, fi ree the gate, 
and sets it open to the wllOle body of hor e, who ride up the owne with full car er, 
eas d upon the main guard before one man could b ready to giv fire, and tooke the 
est in their beds. It "'as done in a moment, wh r \V e 10 t Golonell Brous-hton, foure 

captaine , lieute1lants, and en igne, orne of tbe committ , togeth r WIth comlllon 
ouldiers, in all, about ODe hu dTed and threescore prisonet, two akers, besid a 

drak , and nine hammer gun tak n at Beachly, it! ammunition and pl'Ovisioll, and 
at lea t four hundred muskets. 

The newes of the taking ·of Monmouth reached c oneIl fas ie neere Burford, 1'0-
cuting the coml1lanas of the committee of both killgdomes, and there abiding to 

mee th lord G andeston, with th Worcester forces, who endeavour for Oxford. 
Hence he makes ha te to the r lie£ of the party sent out against Chep tow, and to 
~)ring off th re t tha remaine upon their guard in that county; and at loucester 
under tood that t party sent for bepstow were safely laud d on thi side Wye, 
11aving effect d nothing of tlieir designe. The governor 11 t them in the forrest, and 
thence mar hed to Ro se, where be hoped to bay passed the bridg , to tt c rei efe of 
l>embridge Ca tie, which was made an out-guard to the garrison of Monmouth; but 
fonnd th bridge broken downe, and the river made un passable, by the sinking of 
boates on the other ide, and a guard of horse to d fend ,t. H re had some d' • 
~ute& with the enemy for two ilayes; bQt those in the castle haviDg.no me es of a 
longe.r au istence, ere inforced to urrellder upon quarter, and th freedome of th ii' 
~ OK of co aouldiers lted, being ormetly of the kings anuy, 

our p 
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being left open to the spoyle of the enemy,' agruJl!lt whom toey were preingaged by 
coloneli M sie, and of late bad declared tIl mselves more freely. And though the 
generaU multi!ude seemed to ~e brought in .by the ha~red of sir John Wil!ter, whose 
name and factIOn the people did abborrc;, yet at that time the tye of affectlon and ne· 
cessity drew them to a strong combination. To provide for their safety was the go
vernours maine care; wherefore, in tead of one good baracadoe, the towne of Mo -
mouth, sundry garri ons ar erected in the forrest, for want of an amJJle strong-llOld, 
and these expended greater portion of men and ammunition, though the limit of the 
government were much contracted. The garrison of Highmeado\v did affront Mon
mouth, and furthered the preservation of that side; .ftucrdeane was a toppe to the 
pll1nderer~ from Hereford; and tho eat Lidney were kept in by another party at Nast. 
These lesser places distracted the gov mour ou eyery side, willin , but lot able, to 
preserve aU them that desired to live under hi protection. 

Some we kes before, the overnour had command d a party to Yate.court, within 
ten miles Qf DJistoll, to secme the neighb Ul'hood, being a well-affected people; but 
in this distraction he re olved to call oft' tho e men, who, peradventure, might main
taine themselves in a kind of impri onment, but in no wise pre rve a countrey tha.t 
was then filled with the kings fi rees, 0 n ere Bri toll, and farre from releife, especial I 
in the winter: N or at t11&t sea on .could they draw off without a stronger guard and 
convoy.. To this end the overnOllr marched to 1 in scoatt:! with three hundred horse: 
and dragoones, intending to 'end a party to bring off that garri on; but receiving 
adverti ement of a regiment of horse quartered that night in odbury, he feU downe 
thither, where he found an enemy there arrived. to the a istance of colone1l Gerrard 
against Yate Hou e. Here be resolved to undertake them that night, and had no 
ooner app ared at the townes end, but the first guard fledde, and our men marched 

into the town one by onc, becau of the enemyes baracadoes, went up to the main 
guard, con i ting of forty borse, who being surprized and daunted at the sudden en .. 
trance of OUf men, aud not confiding in their owne trength, quitted the place, and 
left the re t in their quarters, most of which es aped on foote by tbe backe 6i Ie of the 
towne. We too ' foure core horse • . many armes, twenty pd oner" and of them two 
eaptaine , and the next morning brought off the forlome garri on. 

10 the depth of winter, when each parcell of the parliaments army had r tired into 
London! or the eeurer parts of that as ociation, and th king force w 'l'C dispersed 
into the severall quart rs, Cirencestor and the hill country of Glouce ter hire was as-
igned to str Jacob Ashley, having the command of three brigades of foot, and as .. 

sisted with the que nt • prince Ruperts, prince l\:fallrices, and the lord 'fihuots regi
ment of hor. e, with otl ers. Hi designe w to de. troy the countrey, and live upon 
the ruine thereof ; whose incursions on that side, anel the Uri toll for es about Berkely, 
with the 'Vorce ter, Hereford, and l\Ionm6uth forces on th otb I sirl , act something 
daily to the spoyle of a miserable eountrey, which i left as the kingdomes forlorne 
hopE-, and crouchetb daily betweene two burden. The di!itre sed ncighbourhoode did 
een e to challenge th se ev raU al'myes then in being, which lay rusting in thei 

quarters, to k epe the -as oeiated county Ii wh 1'0 no feare was, when they might pre. 
'ent the ruine of their friend) and stlu e th enemy, who live upon our fatne se; 

when they might hiod r th kings recruits, disturb their winter calmes, and make 
them .fight for the> P9Sie ion and njoyment f th ir OWne territorye. But in the 
de pe .ilence of that part of the kingdOi " these parts are borne downc by the 1 aioe 
bull{e of the kings army, without the least inablement at pres nt, or the hopes of fu
ture releife. 

'F e myes whole burden reats upon thi ·government. Colooell Ma ie pi d a 
uard at Lypiet; commanded a fty of boNe pd dra oones to troude, a place lAO t 

ex \0 lpoy!e; and tet guard ef h at "e I pIa es of advaD~. se 
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guard s affronted ir Jacob A hIey in the stoppe of contribution and plunder, the in .. 
di YDation wbereof drew him out of Cirencester, with foure regiment of hone, to 
Hampton roade, where h 'divided his men, and sent them out three se erall ,ways to 
urpl'ize OUf hor e in their quarter, and plunder the countrey. Each party fayled of 

tJ de ign , through the favour of Providence to that well-affect d people. At ach 
guarde orne fev that tooke the alar me did encounter and stave off th enemie first 
violence, till the re t of a few slender troopes wer drawne up, and, enc uraged by the 
governours fortunate arrivall from loucesler at that instant, charged and overcame 
a. farr greate power, which were also en a ed to fight by thcirhcavy plunder and dif-

, ftcult return. In tbe whole, about eight or nine slaine, and twenty f the b st Ineo 
of the queenes and princes re iment taken pri oner., and of these ane captaine and 
cornet, The ucce. s did revive and engage the countrey, 

et after a few daye sir Jacob A hley marched out of irence Ler with a greater power 
of hors and foote, and assaulted the guard at Lypiat in the absence of the captaine 
that commanded there, with instruction from th governor to draw off, if at any time 
an arm fell downe. But the hou e bein .,. unfortified, was oone taken, and uncapable 
of defenc , where we lost a lieutenant a.nd fifty private ·oldier. At which very time 
we had lodged three hundred foote within MU'ierden Hou , ent thither the oay befol'e, 
with or ers to defend it as a garrison; who had no knowledg of th enemy approach 
till they came within hie a mile. They remained in the hue according to com
mandJ but in no defensible po ture, n vcrthelesse expe -ting the onset every moment. 
The sllrprisall of the e men was prevented by a meel'e accident of the governors al'
rivall, who faced the great body with 110 more then six y hoI' e, tHl the" foote were 
·d ra ",n off th hills. 

That the strength of the kings army hould lie upon us was not strange, but that no 
(!are was had of a competent provi ion for a de erving country, was b~y()nd the con
ceit of them that beheld our mjsery. The enemy w r tl'ong in horse, and our few 
divided into so many parcells, and 8wallowed up in the p tt guard, that no ooner 
could w drawe to the rescue of one ide, but the forces 00 the other hand fe1l on to 
the flline of the poore people. Tb governor kno\ve no remedy but by daily hifting 
motions, and becomes an ubiquitary: He can attempt no de igne, but first in his 
()wne person faceth the enemy on the contrary side, and fills them with the alar me f 
hi .presence. Sir Jacob Ashley sends warrants for contributioDil .to the gates of Glou
cester. The forces from Her ford w re marc1 ffi forth to Canoo~Froome towaro Lid
bury; whereupon the gov rnor advanced with a party of horse and foote as farre as 
BOibury, waiting for action, but staid oDely for a night, having placed guard towards 
Vorcester and Hereford, -in the most pa sible wayes for the enemie approacb, and fe t 

into one of their quarters, took a captaine and his corn t, with some common trooper, 
and fifteen horse. The enemy falling downe from Cirencesterl sudd DIy fetches home 
tlil party. 

While tbese things happened, the governor receiY'ed a .command from the commit-
\4St of both kingdoms to attempt ampden House, new.ly garrisoned by the kings 
orces, under sir Henry Bard; and tile horse of Warwick aDd Coventry, by c Dlmand 

of the lame committee, were to aide and receive orders from him in th pro ecutioll of 
this designp-o olonell Muaie tooke courage to r.esolve them of the incapacitie of that 
service foi the preseDt, siDee it could not be .done without greater los e to the state 
then tbeiortullC of the action could countervaile; for it was a worke of continuance, 
that requirea our wbOle strength; and that 'de of the country from which we drew 

be ~ up to destruction; and the enemy waited 110 greater advantage than to 
lutea e goNrDOllr ~n.a tedious ea~r~: b ides. the intendment was unvailed 
. aU thOle tM re ~uired to nd aid; and bc:fore ttl oiders of the grand 
ommittec came w . baed, LOJidQa ereuriea had p-rocJaj~d it!.o the odd.. 
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The earl of Worcester, the lord Herhert, and their agent, sir John Winter, bestirr 
themselyes to pat~h up the lingering life ~f the garri on at Ljdney, and have procured 
from prmce Maurice, at Worcester, a re tment of horse and dragoones, by who e as i -
tance he was confident to have beaten up our mall guard in the fotrestJ and enlar e 
hi owne quarters; to bring the forre t once more under his p wer, to the destruction 
of the people, and the great advantage of the kings army, and Bristoll in speciall ; 
furnishinO' them with iron, wood, and coale. The reminding of so great a mi chiefe 
to the parliaments service made the governour carefully to prevent him, and with all 
answerablt: number of horse and foote advanced into the forre t toward Lidoey', where 
sir J oho and his party got in before him. But after a few sDlall skirmishes, to no va
luab e 10 se on ither side, the governour et gnards upon aU th pas ages, and hnpd Oiled 
the enemy in their own strong-hold, and again drew off the maine b dy in the view of 
the garrison. The enemy observing hi march, and supposing the expedition for Glouces
ter, sallied out upon Sully House, at a miles di tance, nd a temporary garrison for the 
blocking up of Li ney. In the instant of time the governour retuIue to tbi guard 
and undel'standing by the scouts th ir neere approach, drew {)ut a fofl orne hope. faced 
and charged them, retreat d a little, and faced them ag in , with the exchange of fe\v 
shot, till the enemy wel'e brou ht lip so hi h, that they dis overed our body. Here
upon th y make a udelen r treate; our forlome hope fallon, and the body followes, 
turned their horse to fli(rh~, wh%r ooke the foote, and 1eft most o!them t~ our mercy. 
Here wee tooke one captallle, With five and-twenty common souldlers. ha~mg slainc a 
captaine, two lieutenant, and tw nty- ix souldiers. The whole action upon tho e 
force from 'Vorce ter was pt:rformed onely with the losse of twenty horses, and a few 
men surprised in their quarters; whie 1, nev rtbcle se, co t the enemy th .Iife of a 
major. The pa age from Lidney are all gllarded by our horse, to starve those within, 
and preserv the tOl're t from their plunder. 

'fhe governour havinO' his hand and thouO'hts filled with the e ()istractiolls, was yet 
more perplexed by a fre h and un~l1owne engagement of coloneU tephen in Wilt· 
shire. It happened that about this time the enemit: had garrisoned an old, but re
paired castle at the Devizes : And to prevent the p )y]e oftbe cOlLDtry neere Malmes
bury, colonell Deveraux had erected a garri 0 t Rouden House, between the De
vizes and Malme bury ; and before it was ettled. or well furni hed with ammunition 
and provj ion, it wa et upon , and orely straightened. Colonell Stephens being new
ly made governour of Beverston Castle, was desired to gi·;e aide to the reliefe of the 
house, and sets upon the service without colonell fa ies order, or knowledge in tho 
his manifold preingagements; wherefore he advanced to succour the besieged, with 
three troopes of his owne regiment and orne l\falme bury foote; and though he fai1et! 
of a party of 110rse to be sent from colonell Deverallx, undertooke the busioes e, broke 
through the enemy with mu~h difficulty aod hazard, aud relieved the hou e with pro
vision and powder, but failed in the concluding part; for when he might, with farre 
Ie s difficulty, have fOl'ced the way back, thrQu~h a troubled enemy, he alighted un
wardy, and went into the house to refr h him elte; thereby giving the besiegers time 
to rally, and to cast up a breast-wol'ke before the pas age, that bee, with the rest, being 
fouTe hundr d horse and foote, ere all ooped together, and the poore besieged are 
most desperately straitned by this kinde of relitfe. They without are five hundred 
strong. The newel runnes to loucc tel', and ca~Ls for helpe; which had not needed, 
11a<l colonell 'tephens imparted the btlsinesse to the goveruour, as he ought, and wait
ed Lo have set tbe country in a posture on all ides to face the enemy, whose inrodes in 
the meaue while were expected from each quarter. They were already drawne out ~ 
Cirencester, Farfard, and I.ecblade, and keept their randevouz on the hills by Ciren
ce ter. FrOID Ht!reford they stirre with a great trength o~ that side, and in the 
forrest; thOle that are penned up iu Lidney strIve to breake prlSOn. 



twith tandin tl1i, at our .first alarme th overnour ent hi own caplainc-li u
t nallt, and thr core of e choise hor e, W 11 appointed, and all that could be pared, 
'Hole he would ruine the forre t;. And now tl e work of reI evin thi place i made 
mOl difficult, th enemy round about in dr vne to tb r with a purpose to al
low tl em up, or mOI'e 1adl to fig t with col nell Massie, at l1ch ad van t8 ("C, on th 
llil1s. and farre from. home: y t 'the best face i put ,on a bad matter. he three core 
hor e W fe to joyne with an hund .. d horse and dragoones from Ialmesbury, to break 
through he enemy; and these, added to the foure hundr and thirty, 'lthin the 
hou ,w re cone IV d able to t; tee a pa age through the midst of the first five hun-
dred. But noW' a gr ater power are come up to hou at least three thou and 
men, Sir Jacob A hley did contribute much to th tren J'th of tb be ie r, by 
draining hi quarters at Cirencester; wbom ,tbe gOY; rnour could not prevent, nor fol
low, .'cept with the losse of his interest in th forres . onel. be rat d tb country a
bout trowiwater, to fae the garrison of Cir.ence t . 0ur har adva ced up to the 
first guard; and slew the entin 11. hopin by this alafme to draw ba • the te idue 
from Rowden Hall e. And though th weather disper ed and dro e backe tb. coun
try force 1 yet such hope did re iv the bu ines8e, that tor iny ni ht rni ht be an 
opportune and active sea on for colonell tephen to breakc through, and then which 
no greater auld P. e. peeted. ur s ro party of hor e ent n for Malme bUl'Y, to 
reI eve th e ie"'ed at owden, nd by the way releeve B verston Castle ith am
munition, but cam too late for the maine desi ne; for the more p tent enemy had so 
'troD 1 guar d the passage , that the releefe of th hue became de perate, aud they 

~\ .. jthin p ntly surrendel dJ upon quarter for their 1ive . ' 
The I' iments of horse are much broken, and reduced to an inconsl erabI number; 

the enemy growe strong, and a streame of ill succe e flowes in upon us. oloneH 
Hopton, for whom the governour procured a commission, upon his promi of raising 
four hundred hor.e and aTme at hi own charge, ith ut the belpe of the state or 
country, having ot to ther about three core horse, and forty foote, undertooke with 
th e men to garri on a tle-ditch, neer.e Ledbury, in II reford bire; ha-ving neither 

rder nor dir ·tion from the govcrnour, who concei cd th hou e not to be defi nded, 
ud required him to desist th enterprize. The order i negl cted: .But not many 

daye after, a part rawn out of Hereford had not lain before it foure-and.twenty 
11 ures, but be, with his forty foot and twenty horse, er' taken, and carri d pri oners 

Hereford, ere tl ov rnor could com \ 'til releefe ; who lighted,"De erth Jesse, upon 
a fl W' 5 trag I eJ's in the reare, and toke thi rteene pri onel . 

Mt!!io while sir John in r releif Iy sun r the arre t, yet a s w would gladly 
.. idde OUl' hand ; for th uards set round his house, to the afety of the forrest, did 
alway eli tract our designe. Thes horse al' impatient ofa longer impri onment, and 
after a SOT di tre se, breakc til'il' way tbrou It our quart rSf into the utmo t part of 
the forr at towards 1 ep tow, and jO'yll with a partie of foote ftom eh pstow, landed 
, t Laricaught; where th y intend d 0 forti y and to make good the pa se over Wyc; 
by which means they might issue out of ale at their plea: ure. The place eontail1e 
oure llUudred acres, having a very straight entrance. Hereupon our several guard 

.. hew together, and summon d the country to aide, and came up to the enemy, who 
re divided in opinion: One part held it meete to make good the passage, the r t 

~8 tided to draw out into the field, ..and fight. These latter prevaileil; and for a whil 
parties faCed each other. ur men drew out a forlome hope of foote, tbe place 

80 ~UiriDg , t u to these a forlome hope of horse, and the fest ere .ppoioted for 
..a rve. Tbei hOnae iolmtly Charged our forlorne hope of foote, wbo ere ready to 

. e babke, r eame 'n opp'ortunely. aDd played their ~rts; hereat the 
toOke .... ltd au wgetner, and with one eh rge turned the enemy to 

flight, t~' llUt arove to e river aide, and fell 
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upon the backe in the pursuite, and so cooped them up, that few escaped Oldr hand. 
bout foure core were slain , of whom were colonell Gamme and colonell Vangerris ; 

of the re idue some adventured the river, to recover the frigate: Many were drowned, 
of whom colonelL Poore, governour of Berkely astle. nut sir J obn Winter and his 
bl'Other, with some few be ides, e caped onely, of an hundred men from Chepatow, and 
an hundred and foure core ho 'e and dra oone from Lidney Hou e. The remaindel' 
fell into-our hand ; an hundred nd twenty takel1 prisoner, of whom t 0 lieutenant
coloneHs, foure captaines, and divers inferiour offi er This wa the last blow of thre 
which ir John Winter receiv d, one in the necke of anotfler. 

The e things happened ahout the time of the taking of brewesbur~, which called 
off the king forces from these part. ir Jacob Ashly marched from Cirence ter, and 
prince Rup rt out of Herefordshire, to relieve hi brother laurice, neere Che ter. The 
governour was imployed in observing tbe enemye motion. but with a trength every 
day more slender ; havin~ 10 t most part of his owne t p, with some peece8 of oth rs, 
by an other miscarriage In f; tching our arme and ammunition from Wnrwicke, and in 
the conveying of some cl thi r packes of gr at value, which were taken between 
Campden and Banbury, through the mi guidance of he officer that commanded. 

everthele e, b advanc d into th_ n erer parts of Her fordshire, with two hun
dred hor and five bundr d foote, to startle the enemy, or make some diver ion, up
po iog they bent their cours to the reliefe of Westche teT. Her~ he found great mul
t1tud of th countrey peopl appearing in arme I but tanding on their owne guard, 
and declarinO' th m lves for neither ide. It wa hop d, n vcrthele e. they might be 
made of ood u e; and the best affected of them gay colonell lassie that sati fac .. 
tion as wa meate, by whome he understood the condition of their engagement. The 
governour of Hereford s Dding for hay anel contribution to hi garri on, W s 0 farr 
denyed by th couutrey, that it can e to blows. The people rising to resist, ome few 
men, and, it was report d, women and children, were laine, and some carried 
pri on r to Hereford; also oDIe of the Hereford force were taken by the countrey 
men. The next day the alarum went throughout that ide of the county, and orne 
parts of Worcester hire. The p ople gather into a body, and march to H r ford. 
Here they stayed some dayes, with a re olution to have certaine article granted by the 
governour of that garri on. The umme of their demand were to this effect :-That 
such of theirs as were held prisoners there should be delivered forthwith; that sati -
faction be given to the country for the 10 se they sustained by plunder, as al 0 to the 
wive and children of th9 e that were slaine; that the countrey might be freed {l'om 
contribution, and all manner of payment to the ouldier; that since tbe pre eut forces 
of Hereford were not able to defend the county, th y forl}l\vith quit the garri on, and 
leave it to be k pt by the countrey, who are able to defend the same, and the wbole 
county, with lesse charge. These and the like triviull pa sages, did they discover to 
the world, as it is wont to happen in uch popular commotions. ]n the meane while 
seve 11 posts were eli patched to colon ell Mas ie at Ledlmry, and letters r turn d from 
him to them, and in particular to orne g ntl men, the chiefest and best affected. These 
letter ree i\' d by th country people tooke w 11 with orne; but the generaU vote 
was, that th y u ded not hi h Ipe to gaine Hereford, which they conceived would 
be delivered up by the citlZ 'n , whom they knew to be of on miude witb them. 
Other meS8ellgers ('ame from them, with intreaties to match up to l;iereford, promi in~ 
concurrence JD assaulting the to ne: other would have him fall upon another gam
son at canoD~Fr ome. 'h gcvernour ma.de answer to the .t:verall m ge , that he
de ired to conferre ith some of th ir be t mtru&ted geotlem n uDll yeomen; "P ct
jng mcete security that, either by prot liltion or takin the nationall covenant, they 
giv hi an as urance of tooir standin ith th p,arliam ut; re<tuil'ing them to c 
off the y, and recei oraers from to· ,t Dothing of tbem~lvest without thtt 

1 
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con cnt and approb';\tion of parliamen without which enga ement he could notjoyne 
01' ac with them. To this they replyed, that they held it a thing of eviU con equence 
and dan()'crou , to declare them elves; and they knew their ability of themselve t~ 
perform what the llad re olved ~ intreatin him to march ba ke with hi men; i-

in assurance that they .. ere our friends, but could n t declare for ither side; thi 
act of tl eir b iog a ju t defence against the unjust proceedings of the committee and 
souldiers of Hereford, and to ecure the country from contribution and quarter. Th 
governour make -an wer to this re oIve, that the course they l1atl taken was neither 
a e nor J ball; for if in this confu ed manner they hould aine Here ord, it would 

(lot! them little service, unles they were able to keepe it from the king army. and be 
able of themsdve to beate tb m wholly from that side Seaverne, that no incursion 

ould be made on theircountrey from any part: that they would distres e them elves 
without relelfi, because their illegall way would not b owned by the parliaments 
for es; for though they have undertaken the pre ervation of the kin dome, yet they 
can give no protection to any that will not joyne with them in that wa,)' whICh the re
l>re utati\' body of' the kingdome think fit; for a third party cannot be in ngland ; 
and therefore they have no way ot safety or justification in this action, but a peedy 
declaration for the parliament, from whom they would finde ecurity and prot ctiem, 
and, after assurance of fidelity, a etJin of the countrey to their owne likjn 's. He 
ga e them Ii ewise to understand, that the charge of the parliament in maintainiDg 
th souJdier, and of the oountrey in contribution, did thence arise; that tbe people 
being disinaagecl in person, might looke to their 1lU baudry; decla.rin withall, that 
the di union of'the country, no understanding their interest in the parliament, was the 
ole cau e ot the entertayning of souldier ; for bad the whole kingdome rost: in time, 

and expressed themse)ve of this opinion, that they would tand up a one man against 
the popish partie, and enemy of th ir countrey, the work had been long since done: 
But their drawing backe put the parliament upon this way of raysing arm upon their 
tocke and expence, or th kingdome must ne d fall. He minded them like wi e, 

that if they lost this opportunity of closin~ with th parliament, nothing but de true· 
tion would follow; that if they closed wIth Hereford, and comp d th differeJlce, 
thi compliance might last. till prince Ruperta returne, and th n they must 100ke to 
pay for this rebellion ; but if they purpose at last to fall in with Rupert, it would ha~ 
ten their bondage, yet give hem no security. 

Thi kinde of entercourse pas ed betweene colonell Ma si and the countrey people ~ 
eane while he drew backe to Rosse, wa1ting the event of thi commotion, but no~ 

engaging him elfe amid t a rromi cuous and doubtfull multitude. He Tepre en ted, 
likewi e, to th committee 0 ooth kingdomes, what advantage the gaining, and dis· 
advantage the 10 se of t}}i opportunity might be to the whole worke: that their ex .. 
pression of their esLeeme of bimselfe, and his gentle dealing with tbem, were great : 
that the weakuesse of his forces. chiefely of hor , was the maine bu ine se that cau d 
lhe major part to decline his invitation: importuning them. if tbey desir d to gaine 
this partie, as also a leading party tl) the whole kingdome, to send a considerable 
'tre~th of horse. And if the forces aaide to be intended. had come to him when 
fifteen thousand appeared in armes before Hereford. and of them aixe thousand InU • 

W'eteers, and SOIDe well mounted, he had gaiued a full t timony of comp)~Dce with 
he rliament, and d WD with ease to aide h' againat prince Rupuu army, 
beD they ere in the lDoode. fam in and iDr~ed. ADd to compleate th 

deligne, a recruite for . bOrie was nece8iary, and that the auxiliarie 
lOOlild briog 81 . of e . mentj for the se~og af treagth with-
out money Ctid n; for the aou\diera cbaU • their ~r or 
pi r. A~ to 0 eroour, I() 1.he toe of ntrey wou" not 
p:' .... for t of a J6lIt aud 



due supply, thes men were 10 t to u an I to th msel" al 0 ~ concll1ding 8 peace with 
th gov room of Hereford, and obnoxiou and open to the king army. 

Hereupon colonell Mas ie marched from Ros e, and pas eel the Seaverllc toward 
Bcrkl y, purpo ing to jo ne with sir William Waller, who \Va' nays d to be c me into 
the border of thi countrey, when, the day b fore, ome of tbe Be!'kley fore had j '_ 
sued out toward our garrison at Slimhridge; but ere they could retrea e to the cn tIe, 
the garrison forces fell upon them, I we twelv , wher of on captain, an Irish rebeH, 
and took twenty-five prisoners, whereof t,,·o were captaillcs, nnd OfiC lieutenant. Tile 
governour, with his party, advanced thence towards Chipping. odbury, where 'oIonell 
Stran )'e, with a party of horse, began to fortify, but upon the notice of our advance re-
treated to Berkley. ' 

No oeHler had the Herefordshire men di banded, and returned to their owne houses 
but prince Rupert falls backe out of hrop hire, and comes upon them with hi whol~ 
army. The noi of hi arrivall doth hasten the govcmour r turne to Glonce ter: who 
dre\v thence two hundred horse, and five hundred foote, into the Doroers of lIereford
shire; ~here many of the countre~ people resorted. uuto him, some WIth tire-weapons, 
some WIth others; but the waut ot strength, especJ:llly of horse, render'd him of little 
capacity to ~res I've them. The people havjnfY' gOO? desire, but. daunted with the 
greatnes e of the enemy. and the slendernes e of our forces, were wnoily lost. Sir ,"ViI. 
liam Waller was importuned to draw this way, or to send a strong party, which might 
prove of the greatest ad"~ntag~ to thE' k!ngdome, when the princes designe was to lye 
on that countrey to reCTllltc hIS army WIth men, horses. and money, for the sprint)' ac
tion, and the approach of th parliament army; and would not onely bring in the 
countr y, aud make them firme to their service, but disappoint, if not destroy prince 
Rupert army, at that time the greatest in the kin(Y'uome; being a confluence of the 
force of prince Rupert, prince ~1allrice, colonel! Gerard, lord Hasting / LOl'd AsbIy, 
and it Marmaduke Langdale. These men beare all before them, take men persons, 
spoyle their e tates, di 'anile the countrey, reape the benefit of the late insurrection, 
and extract money by force and ten'our from the poore pf:'o ple, w hose destruction, a 
well as theil' late ri jug In armes, is wholly lost to the parliament, and erve onely to 
make up the enemies recruite. The princes impre e men in great abundance in He
reford/ Monmouth. Worce tershire; rai e great summes of money; O'et good store of 
armes: necessity in part casting them upon such ways of violence ancf coercive power. 
And though the prest men were of uspected fideltty and Jesse ,'alue, and had often 
deceived them in the hcate of hatteH, yet they conduced to the udden fonnin{\" of an 
army when the kings affuires grew de perat j and, thrust in with the ,old volunteers, 
made up the bulke of a gr at body. Tim both the strength and the ruin s of the 
countrey are left to the nemy, wh n, by til aide of twelve hundred horse ill the be. 
ginning of t~is insurrecti 11, the h p.es 0,£ the businesse might, .without vanity, 'pro
mise the parliament many thou aud flghtmg men of all sorts, besides those already in 

pa~ir J Oh11 WiMer, the plague of the forre t, once more importuned the r leifc of Lid- ' 
n y IIouse~ and btaine from the prince about two thOll aud hoI' e, and fifteene hun
dted foot, who brcake in to de tl' y the countr y, and di anne the inhabit 11t5. The 
gOY 'rnOUf, with what strength he can mak , marched to Wesbury, and qual'tered with
in a mile and a halfe of the enemy, and gave order to the gual'ds that ue et Liclney, 
that the foote l'lc drawlle ofr to the garriso 1 of ast and HighI1lradow, and th· horse 
repaire to the randevouz~; whi('h was done without 10 e, when the forre was full of' 
th~ enemy. He presen:ed liKewise the \qwt'r parts neere the fiver, but, for want of 
horse, wherein the enemy did abound, could not, without extr atne hazard and I~, 
adv nee to the further parts, where th~y kept th.eir randevouze. and wl~i~h they faide 
was , plundering the houses to the bare wall. drlf"lllg aU the cattell, selzIDg upon the 
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persons of men, and sending them captives to Monmouth and Chepstow, except such 
as scaped to us by flight, (as many did with their <irrnes,) and some few that saved 
them elves in wood and mine-pItts. The enemy did not adventure into the lower and 
neerer place, where our fobt Jay ready, and resolved to undertake theirs, if they came 
on. Our neighbouring parts of' Hereford and Worcestershire runne the like fortune 
with these in the forrest, and looke blacke upon this garrison, which was not able to 
preserve them. The kinO's forces returned the econd time into the forrest, and tooke 
the gleanings of the former harvest; yet the neerer parts are till preserved. The ene
my raised themselves to a great power, all' ady reputed sixe thousand horse and foote, 
and eem to endeavou,r northward; wherefore the governour, int Dding to helpe the 
countrey, by driving up the reare of their march, or to put in for any service, advanced 
to Lidbury, with foure hundred borse and five hundred foot, his whole marching 
strength, notwith tanding the addition of two hundred and fifty horse from Northamp
ton and Warwicke, and with this party attended the enemyes motion. Hither prince 
Rupert advanced, with the best part of hi army; of whose approach neither spye nor 
5COut from the out-guards made the least discov ry, till they came within halfe a mile 
of the towne, horse and foote, to surpl'ize, or at least to surround us. The governour 
instantly commanded the horse to mount, and drew up the foote, though not in so 
good ord r as he might, by reason of the udd n l';Ilanne; and suspecting what he af
terwards founde, that the I:JrillC.!e would endeavour to com passe him in, he marched off 
the foot with all due peed, that the enemyes right or left win!T might not get before 
us, which they endeavoured, by sending one party to the towns end, to keep us in ac
tion there, whilst two other parties fetched a com passe upon either hand. In the meane 
while he brought up those few hoI' e that were not upon the out-guards, to charge the 
enemy at their first entrance, and placed an ambuscado of twenty musqueteeres, to 
make good the retreate. But the busine se was acted so, that the governour in per on, 
with the field-officers and captaines, were enforced to entertaine the enemy with seve
)'all charges, and beare their brunt alone, till the foote had ridde some ground before 
them. In thi part of tl1e skirmish their 10 se wa the greatest for number; of ours 
only major Backehouse mortally wounded. The govemour, whom the prince aimed to 
charge, had his horse wounded under him by two severall shots. Our men drew off as 
was meete, and made good the r treat three or foure miles, to the enemyes losse, till 
they came up to a place of sh Iter, when, ha ting to get before the right wing of the 
enemyes horse, they were put into some onfusion; and the hors having no great de
sire to fight, neglected the advantage of the place, to stop the pur uit. though the go
vernour endeavoured what he could to engage them; that the enemy fell i~ among the 
reare guard of the foote; wher he lost neare two hundred men taken prisoners; many 
countr y men being tak n in to make up the number. This businesse cost them the 
lives of some gallant officers, and the prince missed his aime of surprizing colonel!. 
Mas ye; but the governour supposed the stay of the princes march an advantage to. 
the service. . 

Nev:erthelesse, the army continued some dayes after betweene Hereford a-nd Worces· 
tel', recruiting dayly, and e me to put nmch confidence in the country, whom the~ 
cause, not onely to abjure the parliament, but biode over to th mselves by solenme 
oath; swearing. in the presence of God, that they b leeve no power of pope or parlia
ment can depose the king, and abiolve them from their natul'all obedience to hi roy 1l 
person and successors: That the two houses f parliament, without the kings con ellt, 
bave no power to make lawes, or to binde or oblige the subjects by their ordinances: 
That they be1eeve the earl of Essex and Manchellter, and sir homas Fanfaxe, sir Wil
liam Waller, colollell Massie, tog ther with all -such as have already, or shall herea.fter 
take up armes b.y authority or commission from the members of parliament at West
minster, pretending to tight for king and parliament, doe thereby become actual rebells, 
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and as such ought, with all their adherents and partak fS, to be pre ented and brought 
to condigne punishment: That they will never beare armes in their quarreIl, but wi1l, 
if they be thereto cal1ed, assist their soveraine and bis armies in thedeftmce of his royall 
person, crowne, and dignity, against all contrary forces, to the utmost of their skill and 
power, and with the hazard of their lives and fortune : That they will not discover the 
secresies of his majesties army unto the rebell , nor hold any correspondence with them; 
and all designes of theirs against the kings army, for the surprizing or tielivering up of 
the cities of Hereford or Worcester, or any other of his majesties forts, they shall truly 
discover to tho e whom it shall concern, so soone as it comes to their knowledge: That 
his m~jesties taki~ up armes, for the causes by himselfe so often declared in print, i 
justly necessary: That they shall endeavour all they can to hinder popular tumults, 
risings, randevouzes, meetings, confederacies, and associations of the people, townes, 
hundreds, and countries, which are not warranted to assemble by his majesties expresse 
commission, or by power derived from him by vertue of his commissions, and in the 
sense he meane it; and that they detest from their heart that seditious and traiterous 
late-invented national! covenant, and protest never to take it. All these particulars 
they vow and protest sincerely to absolve, without equivocation or mentall reservation. 
This protestation was strictly injoynecl by the princes to be taken by all, without ex
ception, in the counties of Monmouth, Glamorgall, Brecknocke, Radnor, Hereford. 
and Worcester. N everthelesse, this constrained act could not knit the hearts of a male
contented country to the love of that side, nor could the state permit the enemies ex
action and violence by this vow eternally to binde up the people from wen-doing. 

The princes army is the maine rest of the kings aifaires, which they strengthen 
daily, by impressing the countrey, taking in lesser brigades, and draining the garrisons; 
and a part of Gorings army passed over the Scaverne, from Bristoll into Wales, and so 
to Rupert, at Hereford. After a little stay, to perfect the recruite, the enemy drew 
thence. The infantry and artillery lay betweene Worcester and Beaudly, command. 
ed by sir Jacob Ashley, whilest Rupert and Maurice, with the horse and some select 
foote, fetch off the king from Oxford, assisted also with Gorings horse and dragoones ; 
who left his majesty at Stow, and marched backe, over the hills, into the west, through 
our borders. 

The governour received another dropping, by the addition of two troops from New
port-PaO'nell :-the auxiliaryes were in all three hundred and forty; his owne so few, 
weake, and ill armed, that he could scarce muster a hundred fighting horse; and those 
much discontented; observing the rest in good equipage, but themseh'cs in the con
stant action of souldiers, naked and miserable. These are impJoyed in attending the 
enemyes march, to pre erve the countrey ~hat they may; yet they disturbe it with 
frequent alarmes, and sometimes beate up the Ie ser part yes, and, upon sundry attempts; 
tooke one colonell, divers captaines, with ioferiour officers and souldiers. 

Sir John Winter despairing of longer sub i 'tance' and livelyhoode, de erted and fired 
his house at Lidney, having first spoyled the forrest, and so before-hand with revenge. 
By thi time the counties round about are cleared of the kings army, and colonell 
Massie received a larger supply of horse, from the remainder of colonell Bher and 
D'Albeirs regiments, commanded by major Buller; and thereby inabled to undertake 
some important service. Evesham was beheld as the most opportune, and of greatest 
concernment in dist,.essing Worcester, and establishing the committee, by order of par
liament, for that county: Wherefore the ~o rnour drew before it, with five hundred 
foote from Gloucester, and two llUndred from Warwlcke, who belonged to the Wor
cester committee, with a strong able brigade of horse, and in the name of the king and 
parliament summoned colonell Roj;)ert Legge, governour of the towne, to make a speedy 
surrender of the garrison, with all persons, armes, ammunition, and provision. which 
lle there held against the justice of them both, or, upon refusall, to expect such justice 
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as fire and word wmlld inflict: And to this he expected a speedy answer. Co] 0 U/"11 
LeO' ent backe the lIrnmon, with this answer;- Oll llre h~ rf'by answered in th 
name of his m,\je t , that thi ga.rri on, which I am inti'll tcri to keep. I will tl fend s 
Ion as I can, \11th tl men, anne, and ammunition th rein, being nothing tcrrifi d 
by your summon. I perc:eive you al'e a stranger to Ollt' strength and resoluti n. i U". 

tller treaties will be troubl some. 
Upon thi ' return€' the governoul' prepared the dC5i~ne, and oulered to ellch offic~1' his 

cbarge in tJJC torme The assault was to be made on e 'h part of the toWtle. Th 
ide that lookes towards 'Vorce t r was to be stormed in five places. with O~le plac at 

the brjeJo· , on the other ide of the river. The commanded parties of the foote w re 
led on by the severall captaine , amI econded by the horse, dt, id d into three hodies. 
Mter the di po itlOn of th d signe, antI the ni~ht spent in alarmcs th ~ignalJ was 
gi veil a little after breake of day, when both horse and foote fell on tog ther, With life 
and htate, in a fUl'ious as ault, broke up the pallisadoe , filled the grafts with fa.ggots 
and oth r pr parations, made sundry pa sages, reco\'ered the workc, and stood firme 
on the parapet, whilest the musquetcers from within playe{j furiously. The foote hqving 
recovered tbe shelter of the ditch, beate off the enemy, got up by scaling·ladders, 
stood on the breast·worke , and some elltred, Lut w re againe dnven up hy th horse 
to the top of th workes, where they stood fil'11le, and fired, hut after a while r dy to 
be beaten off by the violent char e of the enemies horse, till a party of our hor e on 
that side drawing up close, and having a mall breach made for their entrance, f 11 in, 
and beate off the enemy from that blliwarke, whilest another party made all entrance 
neare the bridge. And .now they tumble over the works Oll all sidt:8, alld charg up, 
both hoI' e and foote, WIth equall gallantry; bore dowrie the enemy, and rna tered the 
garrison. The conflict wa hot and difficult for almost an houre, atui nlaintaineo by 
th enemy ith much re olution. The lives of the officers and oul(i!er ,vere t.Vonw 

clel'fully preserved in that violent storme, when each man wa exposed to the hal'-ard 
of the most daring enemy. Of tbe officer two ollely wounded, and ten priv le oul~ 
di r slaine, and twelve of the enemy. The pri oners taken in the gal'l'ison w re five 
))undred and fifty on the list, of whom two colonell, one major, thirteene captaines, 
with other officers and gentlemen rcformadoes, to the numGer of eventy. Many 
gentlemen and officers that charged with the governour acted their parts with conrage, 
and spurd on the valour of the oaldiers. The Ie erv of foote t devid d into three OO~ 
die, to second the assaylant, performed a. b came re olved men; and the ~vhole 
action was compleate, according to the idea and platforme of the designe. The even
ing befDre~ to keep off an approaching enemy f,'om Worcester, auout a hundred horse 
W ,re drawne out, aud kept guard five miles from Eveoham; faced a party of horse 
f!'om Vorcester; whose hasty and di. tl'actcd retreat ga"'e such an alarme to the whole 
city, that they fired foure pe ce of ordnance befor . day, a11d alarmed the countl'ey 
loupd ab ut, wben the conque t was alre dy secured, and the parliament ma t "S of 
:Evesham. 

Thi~ perf~rmance was the concluding honom of colon 11 l\fassies government, .ftel' 
hi remove from the present comm lld \V S re 01 ved by both houa 8 of parliament; 
:when the (ic ires of prollloving the publike service marie him 0 hazard the fame of 
his fOrmer atchievenlents by the doubtfnU i 11 of the last action. 

me dayes lieiore, hee h cl nn honolJrable invitation from the we tern& gentlemen, 
and the aame (Jay that he eutrtd Eve ham, recei\'ed a commission from the lords and 
t.""OQl on to leade an army in tl Well. The parliaments command found the go .. 
vr,rnour abiOlut.ely free in a.ffi ction and choice; wiUing to comply with their plea!>ures; 
neither 10ngintJ to stay, D(lf eagel' of a chauge, but in ~ny place ready to spe.nd bis 
bloOd in t~ k:mr! qaue, if he might not spend it in vaiue. Nev rtl1elet~ til 
~ aod ~ouDtl ~f did .11= reJeu~ it; ~d somethlQg rt,eiQe tba:l t8ei:r go-



vern OUT houM be snatched from such a people a had clone much, nd uffi r 1 much 
in their firJelity and resolution, without pre ideDt, (con idering the many as ults;) 
that ha I acrificed their lives and fortunes in prei;tfving this city an<l th kiogd me 
therein s that had bOl'De so much in th firing of the sub rb, in th burning of m oy 
h u e5 neere the townr.; some by the eoemi s malic, and some by th In Ive for 
safety, and the preS ures of the country nnder both arnlie. They cast up th con -
quence and concernment of the place, being th enter, garden, and gr- nary of the 
kingdome; the bloc! e-house to the river of • eaverue, and a barre to all passage» be
tweene Worce. ter, Bl'istoll, and the sea j the. top of t"ntercour e betw ene Oxford and 
'Vales; the key to open the passage. upon the Vi' elsn and their frontier, and the locke 
and barre to keepe out their incur, ions; the andy refuge and safet} fol' the parliamcnt 
party and friends in that part of the kingdome; and the enernle ole hinderance from 
the command of the whole we t. BeAides this, til y had strong fie ire of retaining 
their governour, having so long expel ience of his judgr tll nt to fOl'esee dangers, and 
care to prevent them. or his readinesse to issue out for offence and defence upon each 
incursion; of his indefatigable industry in taking the advantage of all opportunities 
to weaken the enemy, and bappy Sllccesse in all entcrprizes; of bis disposition and 
comportment, by which he cberi heel the well-affected, ratified and confirmed the in
different, reduced the very mali'Tnant, and by him elfe engaged the co'llntry to armes, 
and governed the souldiers from mutiny, rapine, and plunder. or olher violence in the 
garrison or country. To all which they add d ~m unavoidable prejudice against any 
stranger, though in him elfe able and faithfull, considerioO' the many by-past plots, 
and the enemies implacable malice, who breath out thl'eatnings daily. Such was the 
en e of the people universally. A ld the mayor and aldermen, with the whole city, 

nemine contradicente, did so farre hOllour themseh'es ill vindicating colonel! Ma sie, as 
to petition both houses of parliament for his continuance in the government; repre
senting, in expre se tel'mes, his noble dil:>po ition, constant and unwearied paine t blest 
by God with extraordinary succe s , and his maine iDtJut'llce on the hearts of the peo
ple in generall, (most of them being by him ingagcd ill annes for the parliament,) and 
lIpon the whole souldiery, who were kept togetht'r to serve in this countrie, chlefely 
by the love and respect they beare to him. And this they acknowledcred. not with 
an intention of pre cribing rules to the state, but out of their care and zeale to the 
common causc. They likewise importuned the lord mayor, aldermen •. nd common .. 
councell of London, upon the mutuall bond of fonner encyaaellle t, in defending and 
raising the late siege of Gloucester, to repre 'eDt unto the parliament the ense of th ir 
feares, and the countries distraction at the removall of colonell Ma sie; complaining 
of the smister ends of orne few per on , who brought iu a crOij:;e petition, with nrti ... 
cles, in the name of th county of Glouce tel', which no pa t of the county did ever 
acknowledge, and of whiC;h no corner thereof was con ciou . 

The house of commons would not accept the cl al' e against colooe11 Ia ie, and 
that they might deale in the bu ines e without partiality, refused also the countries 
petition. everthelessc, the speaker wa directed, in the name of th.e hOllse, by wllY 
of answer to their requ sts, to let th m know that they were very :;cnsible of the dan~ 
ger that migbt attend an alteration in that 1 inde, but that th~ go\'crnour pro~'id d 
to :.mcc ed might speedily give such. ssuranc again t u'h d~n~ r , that th r WIll b~ 
110 call e far them to continue, much Ie e to encrca e t1 eir feare : Th t th house 
was confident that their constant read in sse to cOIVl,/ with the publike would al 0, 

in this particula of colonell M'a ies removal1, make them r t content in t~e r 0-

lution of the palliament in that matter: Thou~b Glollcester be a place th y prIze and 
care for a . much as any in the kingdome, yet tor the prescI1t it wa thou~ht of greater 
neCf:/;Jitie to implay him in that comoland of the w sterne forces i an(' they cannot 
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doubt of the concurrence and submission of those well-affected parts in whatsoever is 
judged to be of publike fl.dvantage. 

Hereupon it was ordered, the third of June, 1645, by the lord and commonst that 
master Luke Nur e, mayor of Gloucester, alderman ingleton t and colonel! Blunt, or 
auy two of them, shall have the command of the garrison of Gloucester, and of the 
forces and garrison in Gloucestcrshire, in as ample manner as colonell Nla sic had, till 
the appointed gove 'nour come downe to his charge there, or the houses take othel' 
order. 

Colonell Massie in the meane while labours to disengage the affections of the coun
trey, and to take off discontents and mutiny, an$1 be eeches the parliament to send 
downe the succeeding governour, that he might seeke to interest him in the hearts of 
the people, whom he never desired to indeare unto him elfe, but to tho e masters whom 
he served; which was a full testimony of a true servant to the state, upon the sole 
termes of conscience and honour. 

FIN IS. 

Short Memorials of Thomas, Lord Faiifax. rV7'itten by himself. 

London, printed for Ri. Chis well, and are to be sold at the Rose and Crown, in St 
Paul's. Church-yard. 1699. 

Thi singularly ingenuous and now rare tract affords one of the few instances in which an English 
general of eminence bas r corded his own exploits. The gallantry, military talents, and simpli
city of lord Fairfax deserved perhaps a more civil commemoration than is afforded by my lord 
Orford, altbough the extent of the ruin which his want of foresight, or of political courage, 
brought upon bi country cannot be denied. 

, ~( One cnn easily believe ( ays his lordship) bis having heen the tool of Cromwell, when one sees, 
by his own Memoirs, how liltl idea he had of what he had been about. He left 

I Short Memorials of Thoma , Lord Fairfax, written by him elf.' Lond . 1699, 8vo. 
Il But his 10Tdship was not only an historian, but a poet. In Ml' Thoresby's mu eum were preserved 

in manuscript the following pieces: 
, The Psalm of David, the ong of olomon, the Canticles and Song of Moses, Exod. xv., and 

Deut. xxxii., and other Parts of cripture done into Verse.' 
t Poem on olitude.' 
It Be ides which, in the ame col1ectioD, were pr served-
I otes of ermons b,r. Ilis Lordship, by hi Lady, Daughter of Horace, Lord Vere, and by their 

Daughter Mary, WIfe of George, Duke of Buckingham;' and 
( A Treatise on the hortness of Life: 
II But of aU lord Fairfax's works, by far the most remarkable were SOUle verses which he wrote on 

the horse on whieh Charle the Second rode to his coronation, and which had been bred, and 
presented to the king, by his lordahip. How must that merry monarch~ not apt to keep hi 
~ounteDaDce OD more aerious occasions) have smiled at thi awkward homage from the old yic-
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toriOU8 hero of republicanism and the covenant! He gave a collection of manuscripts to the 
Bodleian lihernry."-Lord Orford's Catalogu~ of Royal and Noble A1JIhors, Lond. 1806, V. p. 110. 

To the Right IIonourable Thomas, Lord Fairfa:c. 

My LOlm, 
It is with your lordship's leave that this short manuscript of my lord Fairfax; your

noble predecessor, is now printed from the original, written in his own hand, and left 
in your study at Denton, in Yorkshire; for it was never intended by him to be pub
lished, but to remain for the satisfaction of his own relations . 

But of late something has happned, which, in the judgment of your lordship, and 
many other persons of conrlitioll, makes it necessary that these papers should be sent to 
the press; which is now done, without any material alterations from the original , 
but only by placing them in the natural order of time. 

Though no copy was ever taken by your lordship's consent, yet, I know not how, 
some imperfect ones are got into other hands, And this being an age wherein every 
man presumes to print what he pleases, of his own or other mens, we ate plainly told, 
that my lord Fairfax's memorials are ready to be published, and by the very same 
person who has lately set forth some memoirs, wherein his lordship is scarce ever 
nam'd but with reproach; not to be excused by what the editor himself confesses, 
that the author was much out of humour when he writ the book. l 

My lord Fairfax's true character is better known to many wise and good men, than 
to be blemished by such envious detractions; nor can his reputation thereby suffer 
with any who were acquainted with his person, and the true intentions of his actions, 
and kuew him in the latter part of his lite. 

His great misfortune, and so he accounted it, was to be engaged in the unhappy 
wars, whereof he desired no other memorial than the act of oblivion; which few that 
ever needed, better deserved, 

It cannot be denied, but, as a soldier, his life would furnish as noble a memoir as 
the age has produced, from the time that he began with a troop of horse, and a few 
undisciplined forces in the nOlth, to his being general of a victorious army in the 
south; which he governed, not as a cypher, but with great prudence and conduct in 
councils of war, as well as animated by his personal courage in the field, as long as 
they had an enemy to oppose them . 

.But after that they broke into factions, and were over-run with ellthusiasm, and be
c me ungovernable by their general, when they cho e their own agitators, and were 
managed by men of the deepest dissimulation and hypocrisie; by whose fair, but treacber:. 
ous promises, some greater than himself were deceived to their own ruin. 

That most tragi cal and deplorable part of the ci\'il war, the death of the king, he 
utterly from his soul abhol'l'ed and lamellted to his dying day, and never mentioned it 
but with tears in his eyes,a 

The retired part of his life gave him greater satisfaction than all his former vic
tories, when he lived quietly at his own hou. eat Nun·Appleton, in Yorkshire; always 
earnestly wishing amI pJ'aying for the restitution of the royal family, and fully resol-

I Denzil, Lord Hollis . 
.. Yet if Ludlow can be trusted, Fairfax himself,talking of the exceptions from tile general pardon which 

succeeded the rcst6ratioD, pitlillly &sid, " that if My person Il)U I' be excepted, he knew no one who deserved it 
mor than himself, who, b iug gener 1 of lhe army at that unle, and having powel' sufficient to prevent the 
proceedings agaiutit the king, had not thoughL-fit ~ make U8C of it to that end."-LudlcnAi'l Memoirl, voL iii •. 
p.8. 
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,-eel to lay hold on the first good pportunity to ontribut hi part towards it; which 
ma him Iway lookt upon with a.J alou by the u urper' of that time. 

As soon as lJe wa invit d hy g neral M nk to a sl t bim again t Lambert's army, 
he cheerfull embraced the occa ion, anci aJ.lpeared at the head of a brave body of gen
tlemen of Y orl shire; and upon the reputation and authority of his name, the Irish 
brigade, of twelve hunore<1 hoI' (\ for Lamb rt' army. and jomed with him: the 
con equence \Va the immediate breaking of all Lambert's fore s, which gave general 
:l\fonk an a y march into England. 

This wa alway acknowledged not oltly by general Monk. but by the king him
self, a a ignal testimony of hi zeal to make amends for what was past, and of the 
very considerable as. i tane he g ve toward the re toring the royal family. 

After he had waited on his m je ty in Holland, a one of the commis ioners sent to 
in ite him hom , and bad een th king establi h'd on his throne, he retired again in
to hi 0 n country, where be tli d in peace, in the 60th year of hi are, anno 1671, 
leaving ehind him his only daught r, the lady Mary, dutches of Buckingham. 

I shell now say no more of him, uut that 80 long as unfeigned piety toward God, in
vincible courage, joyned \\lith wonderful mode. ty, and exceeding good nature, ju tice, 
and charity to all men in hi private life, and an ingenuous acknowledgment of his pub
lic error, with be rt endeavours to make reparation, a soon as he was convinced of it, 
shall be esteemed in th orld, 80 long iJall the name of my lord Fairfax be honour
ed by ood men, and be had in perpetud rememurance. 

Your lordship had the g od fortune to be born after the storms and tempests of that 
age, but you have had the honoHr to appear eminently in def(mce of our religion and 
civil rights, in this last happy revolution, as your noble predecessor did at the restora
tion. 

My I..ord, 

I am your most affectionate uncle, and humble servant, 

BRJ.AN FAIRFAX. 

A shot't Afemorial qf the Northern Actio1l! in which J was engaged, during the TVar 
there,I'rom the J'ear 1 )4~ to the Year 1644. 



came to u : Then we marcb'd to Leeds; but the enemy having notice of it, quitted the 
town, and in haste fled to York. 

'Ve advanced to Tadcaster, eight mile from York, that we might have more room, Tudmttl . 

and be les burthensome to our fi'iends; and being increased to one thou and men, it 
was thought fit that we should keep the pass at 'Vetherby, for the securing of the 
"-est Riding, or the grcale t part of it, from whence Olll' chief llpplic came. 

I was sent to Wetherby, with three hundred foot and forty hor e. The en my's next Wetbtrhy. 

design from York was to fall upon my quarters there, being a place very open and easy 
for them to assault, there bcing so many back ways, and friend enough to direct 
them, and gIve them in1elligence. 

Abollt six o'clock one morning they fell upon us wit1, eight hundred horse and 
foot; the woods thereabout favouring them so much, that our scout had no notIce 
of them, and no alarm was given till they w(:!re reatly to enter th town; which t hey 
might easily do, the guards bring all asleep in hOllses: For in the beginning of the 
war, men were as impatient of duty, as they were ignorant of it. 

I myself was only on hor 'eback, and going out of tile other end of the town to Tad cas ter, 
where my father Jay, when onf:: came running after me, and told nH; the enemy was 
entering the town. I pre!>ently galloped to th onrt of guard, where I fc)und not 
above four men at their arms, as I remember;' two seljeants and two pikemen, who 
stood with me when Sir Thoma Glenham, with about six or seven comOlaaciers more, 
charged u ; and after a short, but sharp encounter, they retlfccI , in whIch one major 
Carr was slain; and by this time more of the guards were got to their ann. 1 must 
confess I knew no strength but the powerful hand of God that gave them thlo re
puI 'e.-

After this they made another attempt, ill which captain Atkinson (nn ollr part) was 
slain. And here again there fell out another remarkable proVIdence :-l>llnu~ this 
conflict, Ollr magazine was blown up. This struck such a terror into the enemy, be
lieving we had cannon, which they were before informed we had not, that they in-
tantly retreated; and though 1 had but a few hor~e, we pur~ued the enemy some miles, 

and took many prisoners. We lost about eight or ten men, whereof seven were bl0 'n 
up with powder : The enemy lost lllany more. 

At thi time the earl of Cumberland commanded the forces in York hire for the 
king. He lJeillg of a peaceable nature and aftable di . po ition, had but few enemie~; 
or, rather, because he was an enemy to tew, he did not suit with their pre er.t condi
tion. Thell' apprehension and fears caused them to send to the earl of N ewcastle, 
who had an army of six thousand men, to desire his assistance, wh reof he assured, 
them, by a sp edy march to York. 

Being now encouraO' d by this increase of force, they resolved to fall upon Tadcaster. Tadc3!ur. 
':My father drew all his men thither; but in a council of war the t wn was judged un~ 

lOne of them had a pension for hi life, till 1670. 
:> 'Ir lieory ' lmgsby gIVe the folll)wlng jntel't"tm~ account of that everc camisadc;-
" My lord of umbcrland sent out ir Thomll.b Glenham (lnre again to Ileat up ir Tbomas Fllirfax's quar

ten at Wetherby. commanding (lut 0. pllrly hoth of horse and dragoAlo. He comes clo~t' lip to the town un
discov I'('d, a little b<'i1.H(l bun-rise, and PI'edt'lili and Slllnc others entt'r tb(' tOWH thrOllp;h a back ynrd. This 
g<lve an alarm qUlt~' througb th OWI1. IT 1 h()ml\~ Fairlnx W\.L$ at thi~ juncturl.' drawin~ on his boot, to 0 
to Taricasler: he gelll (m hor back, draws (lut soow pike, llod SI) meetll our gentlemen: ev ry (101.' had hIS shot 
at r,im, h.., (lilly muking at them wIth bHI sword, and then)' tir -d agum untlel' tllt' gmmt of his pikt"l At an~ 
othel' ,laft li(,u\.(>II~lIt-col()n(-1\ Norton enters" ith his lhillo(oon~ : c' plain A 1I'1Il on CIlCl)untt'rs him 011 horfd!hllck. 
the (.tlE'r be,"!! on foot: Thc,)' Mllet: Allun~"n mi ~Pth with hi, pi wI; Nortoll pulJ~ hIm I)tf hor~cback by the 
,word, bell: Bdng butb on the ground, Atkillson' aldierM come Ill, fell Norlon into tlil' dItch witll tllC but
end of their m\h;kt'ts, to resc:ue their lieutenant: ' or\.(lll' oldiers cnm in, Ilnd brut dj ·wn Atkin lin, nnel with 
rcp('aw.d blow break his thigh. of wbich wound he dirt!. A ftel' this they r -treated out uf the town, (a ore 
scum,. bet""tl'1I t.wo that had bt'e'D neighboUrs ano illtimatft fri nel~,) with tor 10 of more than t)nc trooper kill .. 
et!, and (Jne major Carr, a Scutchman." _Jltflloir, oj Sil' Hettry SA'1II'hjl, Bdin. 1800, Svo. p. 40. 
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tenable, and that \V should draw out to an advantagious piece of ground by the tOWlJ. 
But before we could all march out, the enemy advanc -d 0 fa t, that we were neces i. 
tated to leave orne- foot. in a slight work above the bridge, to eoore our r treat; but 

enemy pre ing on os, forced us to draw back, to maintain that ground. 
We had about nin hundred men, the enemy above four thousand, who, in brigades, 

drew up cIo e to the work t and tormed us. Our men reserved their shot till th Y 
came Ileal', which they did then di po e of to so good purpose, that the enemy wa 
foroed to retire, and sh Iter themselve behind the hedges. And here did the first fight 
continue fron eleven a clock at noon till fi~e at night, with cannon and musquet, with
e:> t intetlni sion. 

They had once po es ed a hoo by the bridge, which would have cut u from our 
reserv s that wei' in the town; but major-gen¢!ral Gifford, with a commanded party, 
beat them out again, where many of the enemy were lain and taken prisoners. They 
a teAlpted at another place, but were repulsed by captain Lister, who was the1'e slain ; 
a great los, being a discreet gentleman. 

y thi time it grew dark, and the enemy drew off into the fields hard by, with in
tention to assault us again the next day. 

They left that ni ht above two hundred dead and wounded upon the place. But 
our ammunition bein all spent in this daf fight, we drew off that night, and march· 
ed to elby, and tb enem ntred til n xt morning into the town. 

Thu , by the mercy of God, ere a few delivered from an army who, in their thought 
had aUo ed u up. 

The earl of ewcastJ now lay betwixt u and our friends in the W' cst Riding; but 
to assist and encourage them, I was sent with about three hundred foot, and three 
troop of horse. and som arm to Bradford. I was to go by Ferry-bridge, our intelli
gence bein~ that the <!nemy wa advanc d no further than Sh rburne; but when I was 
vithin a mile of the town, we took om prisone) ho told us my lord of Newcastle 

lay at Pontefl'act, ei ht hundred men in l<'el'ry-brid e, nd tht rest of th army in all 
ili town thereabout; so that our advance or retreat seemed alike difficult. Little 
time being allow U 0 consi er, we re olved to retreat to Selby. Three or four 
l1Uudr d hor e of the nemy h wed themselve in the rear, without making any attempt 
upon us; 0 that, by the goodness of God, we go safe to S Iby. 

Three days after this, upon better intelligence how the enemy lay, with the same 
II mber a before, I marched, in the night, by e\' ral towns where they lay, and came 
th llf rt day to Bradford, a town very untenable; but, for th ir good affection to us, 
u erving all we could hazard for th m. 
_ r iir t work tl~en was to fortifie our elves, for we could not but expect an assault. 
Th lay at Leed fifteen hun red of tit enemy, and twelve hundred at Wakefi~ld, 
neither place above si;x se II il di tant from u. Th~y visited u every day 
with their hor ej ours not going far from t1 e town, being very unequal in number. Yet 
the enemy seldom r turned without 10 ; till at last our few men grew so bold, and 
theirs $0 disheartened, tbat they durst no tir a mile from their garrisons. 

hi) t these daily skirmishes were a 0 g the hors, I thought it nece:;ssary to 
trengthen ollr selves. with more foot. I summoned the conntry,ho had by tbi tIm 

re lib rty to come to us. I presently artned them with those arm we brought 
along with us; so that in all we wer~ aboul eight h l)<il'ec1 foot. , ' 

ing too many tu lye idle, and too few to be upon constant duty, we resolved, 
FOUg the aasi ce of God, to attempt the. in tl ii' garrisoDs. 

e IUlJ)moned the country again, and mad , a body of tw lve or thirteen hundred 
mea; ith which we marched to Leeds, and drew th Q1 up, with.io h3if COUlnOD- l,ot of 
tbei~ in ~, aDd then aent a tn,lmpet, with a ummons to deliver u~ th 
\0 nom fi \lie cl ing and parlimeut. T.h y returoed this e,r ; 



That it wa not civilly done to come 80 near before I sent the summons, and that 
they would defend the town the best they 'COuld with thejr lives. 

I presently ordered the manner of the torm, and we all fell on at tbe same time. 
The business was hotly disputed for almo t two hours; ut th enemy being beaten 
from their works, and the barricadoes into the streets forced open the horse and foot 
resolutely eotred, and the soldiers cast down their arms, and rendered themselves pri-
oner. The governor and some chief officer swam th river, and e eap d; only major 

Beaumont was drowned, about forty or fifty slain, good store of ammunition takeD, of 
which we had great want. 

The consequence of this action was yet of more importance; for those who fled from 
Leeds to Wakefield, and quitting that garrison al 0, gave my lord of ewcastle such 
an aUarm at Pontefract, that he drew all hi army again to York, leaving once more a 
free intercourse, which he had so long time cut off, betwix.t my father and us. 

After a short time the earl of ewcastle returned again to the same quarteTS. and we 
to our stricter duties. But we quickly found our men must have more room or mor 
action. 

Captain Hotham and I took a re olution, early one morning, (from etby,) to beat 
up a quarter of the enemies that lay at Fenton: They being gon, we marched to 
Sherburne, intending there only to give them n alat'm; but they might sec u a.. mile Sberbul1lt. 

or more, over a plain common ' which la.y by the town; and they sent twenty or thirty 
horse to gnard a pass near the town. I had the van; for at this ime we commanded 
our troops distinct one from another, both mak~ng five troop of horse, 'and two of 
dragoons. I told captain Hotham. that if he would econd me, I would charge those 
horse, and if th y fled, I would pursue them 80 clo e, as to get into the town with 
them. Ht promised to second me. I went to the head of my troops, and presently 
charged them: They fled, and we pursued close to the barricado; but they got in, and 
shut it upon us. Here my horse was shot in at the breast. We so filled the lane, be-
ing trait, that we could not retreat vithout confusion, and danger of their falling in 
our rear; 0 we stood to it, and stormed the works with pistol and sword. At the end 
of the barricado there was a narrow pa sage for a single horse to go in; I eutred there, 
others following me, one by one; and close at one side of the entrance stood a troop 
of horse of the enemy. 0 soon as eight or ten of us were got in, we charged them, 
and they fled. l}y this time the rest of our men had beat then) fr6m their barricado, 
and entred the town. We soon cleared the streets, and pur ued tho e that fled. And 
now my horse which was hot in the lane fell down dead under me; but I wa present-
ly mounted again. 

The enemy in the towns about having taken the alarm, it made us think of securing 
our retreat with the prisoners we had got, some of them being considerable, among 
whom was major.g neral Windham. We carce got into order before gen ral Goring c tOMI Pri. 

came with a good body of horse up to u ; and as we marched off, he followed u close d aux eacapcd. 

in the rter, without doing us any hurt· only my trumpet had his hor shot do e by 
me; and thus we returned to Selby. 

Though this did not free us wholly from a potent enemy, yet we lay more ~uietly 
by them a good while after. 

In this recess of action we had everal treaties about prisoners; and this I mention 
th rather, rol" that captain Hotbam here first b gan to discovethi intention of leavin 
the parliament's service, tD making conditions for hilll~t>lf ith the earl of ewca tie; 
though it wa not di covered till a good while aft r, w ieh had almost ruined my fa
ther, and the forcC8 with him; for being now demed h Ip ud uccour from Hull and 
tht Ea$t Riding, he was forced to forsake elby, and retire to Leeds, and those western 
parts whe)'e I then lay. 

To make good this retreat, I was sent to, to bring what men I could to joyn with 
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llim at Sherburne; for my lord of Newca tIe' army lay so a he might easily inter.' 
cept u in ollr way to L eds; which he had determined to do, and to tl1at end Jay 
with his army on lifl'ord Moore, llaving present lnte1iiO'ence of our march. 

Whilst my father, with fifteen hundred men, ordnance, and ammunition, continued 
hi way from elby to Leeds, I, with those 1 brought to Sherburne, marched a little 
aside, betwixt my lord 0 ewcastle's army and our ; and, to amu e them the more, 
made an attempt upon Tad caster, where they had three or four hundred men, who 
pre eotly quit the town and fled to York. 

II re we stayed three or four hour lighting the works, whieh put my lord New
castle' army to a stand, being on their march to meet us; thinking h was deceived 
in his intelligence, and that we bad some other tie ign upon York. He presently 
send back the lord oring, with twenty troops of uorse and dragoons, to relieve 
Tadca ter. 

e weI' newly (lrawn off when he came. My lord Gorin a past over the river to 
follow us; but seeing we were far unequal in horse to him, (f'or 1 had not above three 
troops, and were to go over I3ramham-Moore Plain,) I gave direction to the foot to 
march away, whilst I staid with the horse to interrupt the enemy's passage in tho e 
narrow lan~s that lead lip to th moore. Here was much firing at one another; but 
in regard of their great numbers, a they advanced we were forceu lo give way, yet 
had gained by It sufficieut time for th foot to have been out of danger. 

When w came up to the moore again, I found them where 1 left them; which 
troubled me much, the enemy being cIo e upon us, and a great plain yet to go over. 
So we marching the f'oot in two divisions, and the horse in the rear, the enemy fol 
lowed about two musket-shot from us, in three good bodies, but made no attempt 
upon us. And thus we got well over this open campagn, to some J1lclosures, beyond 
which was another' moore, less than the other. Here our men, thinking themselves 
secur , were more careles in keeping order; and whilst their officers were getting 
theul out of houses where they sought for drink, it being an extream hot day, the 
en my got another way as soon as we into the moore; aIld when we had almo t pa 's'd 
this plain also, they seeing us in some disorder, charged us both in flank and rear. 
The country men pre eotly ca t down their arm and fl ed; the foot soon after, whicb, 
for want of pikes, was not able to withstand their horse. ollie VI ere slain, man) were 
taken prisoners, l?ew of our hurse stood the charge. Some officers with me made our 
retreat with much difficulty; in which sir Belli' Fowlis bad a slight hurt: 1\1)' comet 
was taken prisoner, 'Ve got well to Leeds, about an hour after my tather and the 
men with him got safe thither. 

This was one of the greate t losses we e\' r receiv'd o: Yet was it a providence it was 
a part, and not the whole force which l'eceiv'd thi loss; it being the enemy's int 0-

tion to ha\'e fouooht us that day with their whole army, which. was nt least ten tlJOU

sand men, had not our attempt upon Tadcastel' put a stand to them, and so concluded 
that day with thi storm, which fell on me only. 

We being at Leed , it was thought {it to possess some other place; wherefore I was 
sent to Bradford with seven or eight hundred foot, and three troops of hoI'S " The e 
two towns weI' all the garrisons w 1 ad; and at Wakefield, six mile ofr~ lay three 

\ thousand of the enemy; out they did 110t much disturb us; And we were busi d about 
releasing prisoners that were taken at cacroft; most of them being' country 11Ien, 
whose wives and cbHdl'cn were still importunate fol' theil' release, which \Vas as ear
nestly endeal'OUled by us; but no conditions would be accepted; so as their continual 
cries, and tears, and importunities, compelled us to think of some way to redeem these 
men; and we thought of attempting \Vakefield. 
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Our intelligence was, that the en my had not above eight or nine hundred men in 
the town. I acquaint d my father with our design, who npproved of it, and ent 
some m n from Leeds, so that we were able to draw out eleven hundred horse and 
foot. 

Upon Whitsunday, early in the mornioa', we came before th town, but they had 
notice of Ollr coming, and had manned all theil' works, and set about five hundred mus
keteers to line the hedges without the town, whith made us now doubt our intelli
gence; but it was too late. 

After a little consultation we advanced, and soon beat them back into the to\\!O, 
which we storl11'<l at three places; and after an hour's dispute, the foot forced open a 
harricado, where I ntred with Illy own troop: Colonel lured and captain· Bright fol
lowed with theirs. The street where we entred was full of their foot : We charged 
them through, a.nu routed them, leaving them to the foot, that followt'cl clo e behind 
11S. And presently we were charg -d again with horse led on hy general Goring; 
where, after a hot enc.ounter, iome were slain, and h.imself tuken prisoner by colonel 
Aimed, 

1 cannot but here acknowledge God's goodness to me this day; [01' heino' advanced 
a good way ~ingle before my men, having a colonel and lieutenant-colonel, who had en
gaged themselves to be my prisoners, only with me, and many of the' enemy now be
twixt me and my men, I ligbted upon a regiment of toot standing in the market·place. 
Being tim ' ellcompa sed, and thinking what to do, I spied a lane which I thought 
would lead me back to l11y men again. At the end of thi lane there was a corps-de
guard of the enemy's, with fifteell or sixteen soldiers, who were just thell quitting of 
it, with a seJ:jeant leading them off; whom we met; and seeing their officer, they 
came up to us, taking no notice of me, and asked lh m wbat they would have them 
do, for they could ket:p the work no longer, the round-heads (as they call'd them) came 
so fa t upon them. . 

The gentlemen, who had pass'd their wor<1s to me to be my true prj, oners, said no
thing; and looking one UPOII another, I thought it not fit 110W to own them a pri
soncrs, much less to bid the rest to render themselves to me; but being well mounted, 
and seeing a place in tbe works where meu llsed to go vel', I rl1shc'cl ti'om them, anu 
made my horse leap over the work, and by a good providence got to my men again; 
who, betore I came, had, by direction of m"jur-gt'ncl'all Gifford, brought up a piece of 
ordnance, and placed it in the hurch-yard, aO'aiu t that body that stood in the mar
ket-place, whieh presently r mIred themselv s, 

All our men being got into the town, the streets were cleared, ancl many prisoners 
taken; but the hor e rot off, a lmost entire. 

This appeared the (treater mere , when we aw our mistake; for " 'e found three 
thousand men in the town, and expe -ted but balf the Dumber. We brought a\\'ay 
fourteen hundred prisoners, eighty officers, twenty-eight colours, and great ~tore of 
ammunition. 

But eeing this was more a miracle than a victory, more the effect of God' provi
dence than humane force or prudence, let the honour and praise of all be his only. 

fter this we xchanged our meo that were prisoners, and we were freeu a bood 
while from any troubl vr attempt of the enemy, 

Hitherto, through od's mercy, we had h ld up near two year again t a potent 
army; but they finding us now almo t til' d with continllRi . el vice, tr acherously u ed 
by friends, and wanting many thin nece al'y for llpport and defen e, the earl 0 
Newca tie marched with an army of ten or twelve thou and men to besiege us, and 
l'e olv'd to sit' down before Bradford, which was a very untenable place. 

Hither my father drew all the forces he could 'pare out of' the garrisons; but seeing 
it impossible to defend the town otherwise than by strength of men, and that we bati 
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not above ten or twelve day provision for 0 many a were necessary to k p it, we 
re olv'd the next morning ery earl • with body of thre thou and Olen, to attempt 
hi whole army, as they lay ill their quarters, thr mile of; hoping by it to put him 
to some distraction which could not be done any other way, by rea on of the unequal 
number. . 

To this end my father appointed four 0' th' clock n morning to begin our march; 
but major-general Gifford, who had the ord ring of tb busines, so del a 'd the exe
cution of it, tha it was seven or eight before we b gan to move, and not without much 
suspicion of treachery; for when we came near the place we intended, the enemy's 

bol army wa drawn up in ba.ttalia. 
We wer to go up a hill to th m: That Ollr forlorn hope gain d, by beating theirs 

into their main body, which was drawn up half a mile further, upon a plain called 
. Adderton Moore. We being all got up the hill, drew into battalia also. I commanded 

the right win , which was about one thousand foot, and five troops of horse; major
eneral Gifford commanded the left wing, which was about the same number; my 

ather commanued in chief. . 
We advanced thruugh the incIo ed grounds, till we came to the moore, beating the 

foot that lay in them to their main body. 
Ten or twelv troop!> of hor e charged UB in the r'ght wing. \Ve kept the indo

sur , placing our mu keteer in the hedges next the moore; which wa a good ad
vantage to u who had 0 few hoI' e. 

There wa a (Yate, or open place, to th moore, where five or ix mi )'ht enter a·breast. 
Her they strive to enter, w to defi nd it; but after som di pute, tho e that entred 
th pa found harp entertainment, and tho e who were not yet entred as hot welcome 
from tb musketeer that flanked them in the hedges. They w rc:: all, in the end, 
forced to retr at, with the los of colonell Howard, who commanded them. 

Our left wing at the sam time was en aged with the enemy's foot, and gained 
ground of them. The hoI' e ('arne down again. and charged us, they being about 
thirteen or fourteen troops. W defend dour elve as before, but with much more 
difficulty, many having got in among us, but we:re beaten off' again with m I08S. 

ollonel Herne, who commanded that party, was lain. \Ve pursued th m to their 
cannon. Here I cannot omit a remarkable in tance of divine ju tice. Whilst we 
were engaged in the :fi )'ht with tho ho that entr d the gate, four ouldiers had 
stript collone1 Herne naked as he lay on the gr und, men still fighting round about 
him; and 0 dextrou were the villain, that they had done it, and mounted them
selve again, before we had beaten the en my off. But after we had beaten them to 
their ordnanc , as I said, and no'v returning to our ground .again, th enemy dis-
harg d a piece of cannon in our r ar: ' h bullet fell into captain Cop] y' troop, in 

which were the e four men: Two of them were killed, and some hurt or mark re· 
main d on the oth r, thougll di per ed into v ral ranks of the troop, which made it 
more remarkabl . W had not) t martial Jaw among us: This gave me a good occa
sion to declare to th soldier how God would punIsh, when men wanted power to 
do it. 

Tbi charge, and the resolution our men s}lewed in the left wing, made the enemy 
think of retteating. Order were given for it, a d some marched off the field. 

'bUst they ere in thi wa ring c~dition, one colJonel Skirton d ir d his general 
to wt hi ('barge ollce ith a stand of pikes, with which be broke in upon our In n; 
and DOt bein relie our leserves, which were commanded by s ill-afteded 
Ofiicen, 'major- ne I Gifford, who did not hi part a ought to 00, our n 
lost ~ouDd, whidl t nt'my IftIDg pur ued tl i advaat~, by bringing aD fteth 
troop : . g here it . raged, bt>gan to fly, ere &OOB ruuted. The 

alsO dsa'8ed Ul • • DOt 1110 ing wba, wu dope ia the left ' • Vur 
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men maintailled their ground till a command carne for U8 to retreat, hayin caree any 
way now to do it, t~e enemy being alino t round about us, aDd our way to Bradford 
cut off. Bn: there was a lane in the field we \ ere in, which led to Hallifax, which, 
as a happy provitlence, brought us off without any great 10 ,'save of captain Talbot, 
and twelve more, that were slain in this la t encounter. Of tho e who fled, there were 
about ixty killed, and three hundred taken pri oner . 

After this ill success, we had small hope of better, wanting all thing necessary in 
Bradford for defence of the town, and no expectation of help from any place. The 
earl of Newcastle presently besieged the town; but befure he had surrounded it, I got 
in with those men I brought from Hallifax. I found my father much troubled, having 
neither a place of strength to defend ourselves in, nor a garri on in Yorkshire to re
treat to; for the governour of Hull had declared, if we were forced to retreat thither, 
he would shut the gates on us. 

Whilst he was musing on these sad thoughts, ames enger was sent unto him from 
Hull, to let him kno the town men had secured the governour; that they were sen
sible of the danger he was in; anel if he had any occasion to make u e of that place, 
he should be very readily and gladly received there; which news was joyfully received, 
and acknowledged as a great mercy of God; yet it was not made use of till a further 
neces ity compelled. . . 

My father having ordered me to stay here with eight hundred foot and sixty horse, 
retired that night to Leeds, to secure it. 

The earl of ewcastl sp nt three or four days in Jaying his quarter about the 
town of Bradford, and brought down hi cannon, but needed not to' raise batterie , for 
the hills, within} If musket-shot, comm nded all the town. Being planted iu two 
places, they hot furiou ly upon u , and made th ir approaches, which made us pend 
very much of our little store, bein not above twenty-five or twenty- ix barrels of 
powder at the beginning of the siege. Yet the earl of Newcastle sent a trumpet to 
ofier us conditions, which 1 acctlpted, 0 they were honourable for us to take, and safe 
for the inhabitants. 

We sent two captains 10 treat with him, and agreed to a cessation during that time; 
but he continued working still; whereupon I sent forth the commissioners again, sus
pecting de ign of attempting omething upon us. They returned not till eleven 
o'clock at ni ht, and then with a slight an wer. 

Whit t they were d \ivering it to us, we heard great shooting of cannon and mus
kets: all run presently to' the works, which the enemy wa storming. Here for three 
quarters of an hour was very hot service, but at length they retre ted. 

They made a se ond attempt, but were also beat n off. fter this, we had not above 
Qne barrel of powder left, and no match. I called the officers together, where it \Va ad

, vi ed and re olv'd to draw off pre ently, before it wa day, and to retreat to Leeds, by 
forcing a way, which we mu t do, for they had surrounded the town. 

Orders were dispatch'd, and peed'ly put in execution. The foot, commanded by 
colonel Rogers, w. sent out through some narrow lanes, and they were to b at up the 
dragoQn quarters, and 0 00 on to Leeds. . . 
': 1 myself, with . e Otl~l' fficer, went WIth the hor e, whIch were not above fifty, 
10 a more open way. 

I must uot here forget my wifc;, who ran the s me ~zard with us in this retreat, and 
with as little expre$8ion of fear; not from any ze 1 or deli ht in the war, but through a 
willing and patient uffering of thi undesirable condition. 
, 'I sent two or three tl n before. to discovel what they could of th enemy; who 
presently returned, and told ~ t~er a, a guard of horse close by ~'S. Before I . 
go e lorty pace, the day ~glllnmg to br~ak, I w thent u~on the tull above u ~ bemg 
about 300. horse. I, with some twelve m e, cha~d . Sir HeDr~ Fowlu., Bllljor-Io-

9 
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neral Gifford, myself, and three mor , brake throu h. Captain I fudd ~as lain; and the 
re tot' our hor e bein l' clo by, the enemy £ 11 upon them, aud soon rout d tb m 
takin'T mo. t of th m pri on r, imong vhom was my wife; the officer, William Hill; 
behind whom he rid, bring taken. 

1 sa\\' thi di a tel', but could aive no re1ief; for after I wa got througb, I was in 
the eneml s reel' alone. 1hose who had char ('d through with me went n to Leeds, 
thinking I had don 0 too; but I \ as unwilhng to leave my company, and stay'd till I 
sa w there \\'a no morc in my power to do, but to be taken prisoner with them. I then 
reti red to Lee( . 

The like di ' 3 ter fell among the foot that went th other way, by a mi take; for 
after they had marched a little way. the van fell into the dragoons quarters, clearing 
their way; but through a coward] fear, he that cl)mmanded these men being in the 
reel', made them face about, and march again into the town, wher , the next day, they 
were all tak n pri 'oner ; only eight ,or thereabout. of the front that got through, came 
a\1 to L d, mounted on hor 'cs which they had taken from the en Illy; where I found 
them when 1 'aOle thither; which was ome joy to them all, concluding I was either 
slain or tak n prisoner. 

At Leeds I tound all in great di traction, the councIl of war newly risen, where if. 
was re 01 'd to quit tbf' town and r treat to Hull, which was ixty mIles oft'; many of 
the enemies garrison, bein in th way. This, in two h un; al ter, was accordingly 
don, lest the enemy should presently end horse to prf"vent U8; for they had fifty or 
sixty troops within three mil s: But we got well to eiby, where there was a ferry, 
and hard by, a garri on at Cawood, 

My father beillO' a mile b fore. with a few men, getting over the ferry, word came 
to us that he \Va in nanger to b tak n. I hasted to him with about forty hor.,e. the 
re t following in orne di order. IIe \ as new]y got into the boat, when the enemy, with 
three cornet of hoI' e, eDt red th town. 

I was drawn up in th market-place, directly hefore the slr et thf')' came down. 
When they were almo t half com into th mark t-place. th )' turn'd on the rig-ht 
hand: with part of my tro p I charged th m in th flank, and divided them: we had 
th chase of them down the long s re t that goes to Brayton. ' 

It happned, at tIl arne time, tllat tho men 1 left behind were coming up that 
street; but be in in disorder, and discourag'd \ ith the misfortune of lllany days be
fore, they turn'd about, and gave way, not knowing~' were pursuing the enemy in 
their reel'. 

At th 'nd of thi. stre twa a narrow lane whi 11 1 d to Cawood. The enemy strove 
to pas. that way, but it beina narrow, t lere wa a sudden stop, where w were mingled 
one mong another. 

Here I re clved a hot in the wrist of my arm, which mad the bridle fall out of my 
bana, and being among the nerves and v in, udd nly let out such a quantity of 
blood, that 1 \ as ready to fall from my hor e; but taking the reins in the other hand, 
jn which I han my sword, the enem minding nothing so much a how to get. away, 
I drew my elf out of the crowd, and came to our men, who turned about, aud seeing 
me read to fall from my hor f', they \ay'd m on the ground. ~ow wben I was al
most ense1e s, my surgeon came seasonably, and bound up tb wound, and stopt the 
bleed'n . 

After a quarter of an hours ft'st, I got a hor chack again. The other part of our 
horse bad beaten the ene.my back to Cawood, the am way they came first to u. . 

Tb.o • by tlle goodn of God, our passage was l1Iade clear. Some ent over the 
ferry after ~y thel', I myselt~ with others, went through the Levels to Hun; but it 
proved a very troublesome od (ia0serou8 pa8~age, bting Often iDterrupted by the 
enemy, sometimes in our tront, 8Om~1 in our reer. 

li . 



I had been twenty hours on horseback after I was sbot, whilout any r t or refresh
ment, and a many hours before. And as a further affliction, my daughter, I not above 
five years old being carried before ber maid, endured all thi retreat a hor eback; but 
nature not b iug abl ' t hold out any long I;, she fell into frc uent wooning ', and, in 
appearance, wa ready to expire her last. 

Having now past the Trent, and seeing a house not far off, I sent her. with hel 
maid only, thither, with little hope of seeing her any more alive, thou I I 'ntended, 
the next day, to send a ship from Hull for her. 

I went on to Darton, having sent before to have a ship ready. against my comin 
thither. Here I lay down to take a little rest, ifit were possible to find any in a body 0 

full of pain, and a mind yet fuller of anxiety and trouble. Though I must acknow
ledge it as the infinite goodness of God, that my spirit was nothing at all discoura ed 
from doing still that which I thought to be my duty. 

I had not rested a quartet· of an hour before the enemy came do e to the town. I 
had now not above a hundred horse with me. We went to the hip, where, u der 
the seclll'ity of her ordnance, we got all our men and horse aboard; and eros ing 
Humber, we arriv'd at Hull, Ollr men faint and tired. I my If had 10 t all, even ta 
my shirt, for my cloaths were made unfii to wear with rents and blood. Pre entIyaf
ter my coming to Hull, I sent a ship for my daughter, who was brought the ne t day 
to the town, pretty well recovered of her long and tediou journey. 

ot many days after, the earl of Newcastle sent my wife back aO'ain in his coach, 
with some horse to guard her; which generous act of his ain 'd him more reputa ion 
than he could have got by detaining a lady prisoner upon such terms. 

Many of our men, who were di persed in thi long retreat, came hither again to u • 
Our first bu iness was to raise new forces; nd in a short time we had about J500 foot, 
and 700 horse. 

The town being little, I was sent to Beverly with the horse, and 600 foot, but ,my 
lord of ewcastle now looking upon us as inconsiderable, wa marched into Lincoln
shire, witb hi whole army, leavinO' orne few garrison. He took in Gainsbrou~h 
and Lincoln, and intended Boston, which was the key of the as oeiated counties; for 
his orders, which 1 have seen, were to go into Essex, and block up London on that 
side. 

Having laid a great while still, and being now trong enough for tho e ~ rces whioh 
remained in the country, we sent out a good party to make an attempt upon Stanford 
Bridge, near York, but the enemy upon the alarm fled thither ; which put them al 0 

in such a fear, that they sent earnestly to my lord oiN ewea tie, to de ire him to return, 
or the country would again be 10 t. Upon this he returned again into orkshire, and 
not long after came to besiege Hull. 

I lay at Beverly, in the way of his m rch, and finding we were not able to d fend 
such an open place again. t an army, I de :ired order from my fat er to relire b ck to 
Hull: But the committee there had more mind of raising money than to take care of 
the soldiers; and yet the e men had the greate t share in command at thi time, an 
would not 1 t any order be given for our retre t; nor wa it fit for u to return ith
out order. 

The enemy marched with his whole army towards us: Retreat we rnu t not; ke p 
the town w could not: 0, to make our retf at more honoul'abl and u e ul, (dre 
out all the hOrlc and dragoon to ards the enpmy, and stood drawn up by a woo ide 
aU that nigbt. 

ext lnoroiDg;Jiy day our scouts and their fired on one another. They marched 
on with their whOle body, which was about 4000 horse, and 11,000 foot. We at.OOtl 

• Duditu of B~bam. ,C 
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till th y were come very n ar to us: I th n drew off, havin given direction b for 
for the foot to march awa towards Hull, and thinking to make good the cetr at witl 
t11e horse. 

The enemy with a good party cam up in our r r: The Jane being narrow we made 
O"ood shift with them, till we got into Beverley, and shut the gat, hich we had scarce 
time to do, they bein 0 10 e to u • 

In, this bu iness Wet 10 t nl,\jor Layton, and Dot above two more. 
The enemy nol knowing what forces we had in the town, rayed till the re t of th 

army came up, which wa about a mile behind. Tbi gave our foot orne a,d\'antag 
in th ir retreat, it being five miles to Hull, and th way on llarrow banks. I ent the 
110r by ottingham, a more open road, who got well thither; they overtook the foot, 
and made good their retreat, till we got to a httle brjel"e two miles from Hull, where 
we made a stand. The enemy followed do : our men ga\'e them a good volley of 
shot, hich made them draw back, and they advanced no further. 

So leaving a small guard at the bridge, we got safe to Hull. 
hus, not onJy fa\' want of military skill in the gentlemen of the committe, but, to 

say no more, for want of good nature, we were exposed to this trouble and danger. 
My lord of ewca tIe now laid siege to Hull, but at a great distance, for the sluccs 

were Jet open, ami ned the land for two mite about the town. 
et upon a bank, whict wa the hi l'hway, he apprpached 0 near as to shoot can

non-sbot at random into the town, an~ for the most part hot bullets: but by the dili
g n anel care of the governour, who caused every inhabitant to watch his own house, 
tile dang r was prevented. . 

Our horse wa now useless, and many dyed every day, having nothing but salt 
ater about th town. wa th refore sent over with the horse into Lincoln hire, to 

join with the earl of fanchest r's forces, which were then commanded, by major-ge" 
neral Cromwel, who received us at our landing with his troops. 

Sir John Henderson lay within three or four miles of this pIa e, with 5000 men, to 
prevent our conjunction, but durst not attempt it. He marched thr e or four days 
near unto us, but for want of good intellig nee, we did not know so uch; for I al
together trusted to th care of our new friend, helD a stranger in thos parts. 

At Homcastle, one morning, he ~ 11 upon our out-guard, who in but newly raised 
in that country, fled towards Lincoln, without giving any ,allarnt to our quarters, that 
lay dispersed and ceure. 

ir Jobn Hender on marching slowly with his army, gave the, allarm to some of our 
out-quart rs, which was soon taken in a1\ the rest; yet \V were in orne dj order be
forc we could et into any can ider hIe body. My lord Willoughby, with bis horse 

nil my clrnO"oon., commanded by co on II Morgan, brought up the reer; and after 
orne kirrni 'he, \ e lodged that night in the field. 

The nex day the arl of 1:anchester came to us with his foot; tl~e day following 
we advanced toward the enemy, and chu iog a convenient ground to 6ght on, wedrew 
up Hi army there. The enemy did, 0 on the sid of another hill close by, having a 
litt1e plain betwix liS. Lieutenant-general Cromwel had the van, I the reserve of 
har , my lord Manchester all the foot . 

.After we had faced one another a good hile, the forlorn hopes began the fight; 
present.ly the bodies met on the plain, where the fight was bot tor half an hour, but 
tbm t&ey w re forced to rollt, ~oo killed, and many taken pl'isoners. 

This \\'as the' De of. omc8ltle fight, or, as some call itt Winsby tight. 
At e sa in heard great ahuoting of ordnance tow rds Hull; wliich was 

a sally my fat.hef fDa out of the town. upon my lord of ewcaadets trenches, who 
dr w army to lie e them: nut our men charged Ii olutely, 



that hey possess themselves of the canon, and pur ui their advantage, P It he 
enemy to a tot 1 rout, upon which he rai d the sieg , and returued again to ork. 

These two defeats togetber. the one fallina' h avy upon the hoI' e, the other upon the 
foot, kept the nem ,II that winter from attempting any thing; and w , after the 
taking of Lincoln, etled oursel es in winter quarters. 

In the coldest eason of the year I was commanded by the parlIament to go nnd 
rai e the siege at Nantwich, which the lord Byron, with the Jri h army, had re u d to 

reat e tremil. I a the most unfit of all their fore , beillO' ev r the war t paid, 
my men sickly, and almost naked. I desired the parliam nt that they would be pI a ed 
to supply these wants; not excusing myself, as orne did, who had no will to stir, 
though well enou~h accommodated. 

The paTliament s an wer was a po itive direction to march, for it would admit of no 
de1ay. But foreseeing I should have such a r turn to my de ires, a d considerin '1' the 
necessity of the busine s, I had upon my own cl'edit got so much cloath as c10athed 
1500 men, and all w re ready to march when these orders came to me. 

The twenty-ninth of cember e set forward from Falkin1;ham, in Lincolnshire, 
with 1800 horse, and 500 dragoon , and power to call the regiments of foot in Lan
cashire and heshire to make up the body of the army; which I found was not a little 
trouble when I came to Manche ter, for some were thirty, om fortS miles di tant, 
besid s the dis atisfaction of some of their collonels, who went as their particular safety 
or intere t swayed them. 

But finding more readiness in the inferior officers and common soldiers, I got up, ill 
a few days, near :3000 foot. 

With this army we m rched to antwich, which was at the point of surrendring. 
When we came within a days march, I had intelligence the lord Byron bad drawn off 
hi iege, and intended to meet us in the field. I put my men into the order in which 
I intended to fight, and continued my march till we came within three miles of the 
town. 

There was a pa s kept with about 250 men: lent coHone1 Morgan with his dra
goons, who beat them off, in vhich hi brother wa slain. The major who command
d the other party, with orne other, \Va taken pri oner. 

We marched all till we came within cannon-shot of their work, where half oftherr 
army :vas drawn up: And we were informed, that the river which run through the 
town being rai ed with the melting of the now, hindered those th t Jay on he other 
ide of the town from joininO" with them. 

We called a council of war, wh r in it was debated, whetl~er we should tempt 
tho e in their works, being divid d from tb rest of the army, or mar h into tbe town 
and relieve them, and by th increase of our force be better able the next day to en
coun ter them. 

This Ia twas re olved on; al1d making way with pioneer through the hedcTcs, 'We 
marched to the town i but after we had gone a little ay, word came that the enemy 
wa in the r r. We faced bout with two re iment and my 0 vn re iment of hor , 
command d b~ major R keby, and r Ii ved tho e that were en a ed, and so the fight 
be n on all Ide. 

Th that fell on our rc! r weI' that part of their army that 1 y 0 the other ide 
of the town, who had pa t the riv 1'. Those \ ho were dr III up under their \ ork 
fell upon our van, \ hich al; m rehing t th, town. Thus wa he batt} divided. 
there being a quarter of a mile be wixt 1.1 ill the divi ion that rst engaged. Our 
f t at the beginning gave a little grouud, but our hor e J' covered thi , by !.>eating 
tbe cn lie horse out of t11 lanes that tlanked our foot; which did a encoura e OUf 
men, that th y regained their g round on the enemy, and made them re reat fro 
hedge to hedge, 'till at length they were forced to 8)' to their works. 
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place. Maj<> Fairfax, who was major to his regiment, had at least thirty wounds, of whlch 
lle dy d at ork, after he had bf n abroad again, and in good hope of recovery. 

But that which lIeare t of all co cerned me was the los of my brother, I who being 
erted of hi men, was ore wounded, of which, in three or four days after, he dyed ~ 

DUl'ied at Marston: )Etat. ~S. 
In thi charge as many were hurt and killed a in the whole army be ides. 
On th enemy' part there were above 4000 slain, and many taken pri oners. 
Prince Rupel't r;eturned into til south, the ear] of Newcastle W ot beyond ea, with 

many of hi vfiicers. ork \Va pr ently SutT mIer dJ and the north now was wholly 
reduced by the parli' mCL1t' fore ,excepf some ~arri ons. 

oon after this I went to II lme ley to take III the castle there, where I reoeived 
a c1angerou shot in my houlder, and was brought back to York, all being doubtful 
of my recovery for $ome time. , 

At the same tillle th parliament voted me to ommalld the army in the outh. 
But my intention bing on-ly to ke p in mind what I had been present in during 

this uort11ern war, I hall put an end to this discour e, where it pleased God to de
termine my ervice there. 

Yet thus with some smart from hi rod l to 'let me see I was not mindful enough of 
returning my humble thank and acknowled ment for th deJiveranCJes and mercies I 
received, and for whi h al ) I lUll not yet apable enou 'h to/raise him as I ought, 
that may SIlY by experience, o( Who is a God like unto our Go ." 

Therefor, not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give we the praise. 
But a for my elf, and what 1 have done, I may say with Solomon, I looked on all 

tlle work that my hands had wrought, and on the labour that 1 had laboured to do, 
and behold all was vanity and vexation of pirit. 

For there i no remembrance of the wise, more than the fool, for ever, seeing tha 
~hich now i:1 in the days to come shall be forgotten. 

T. FAIJlP'AX. 

kort Memorials qf some Thing' to be cleared during my Command in the Army. 

By the grace and as istance of God, I shall truly set down the grounds of my ac
tions during this unhappy war, aDd e pecially of those actions which seemed to the 

orId mo t questionable . 
. My first eng ging in the ad calamities of the war was about the year 164J, when 

the general distempe of the three kingdom, I mean the difference betwixt the king 
and parliament, bad kindled uch flam, even in the heart of the state, that before a 
umecJy could be found, the whole body was almost consumed to ashes. 

I must I eds say, my judgment wa for the parliament, as the king and kingdo 8 

great and aatest council; as others were aferit: to parliameou, because they did not 
go higb enough for precogati e. 

Upon tlUa divlaion different p<)wera were set up; the commission of array for the 
king, and be militia or tb parliame t. But tho of the array exceeded their COOl

mi ion, in oppressing many honeat peopJe, whom, by way of reproach, t y called 
.roundhead ; ,who, for their religion, tat.ea, and interest, were a ve n iderable part 
of the country; which occuiQlled dleD) to take up arm in their ow defence, and it 

fltrward c d by.authority of parliament. 



~fy father being yet at his hous at Denton, where I then waited on him, ]Iad no· 
tice from his friends, that it was intended he should be sent for as a prisoner to ork : 
lIe resolved Dot to stir from his own house, not being conscious to himself of any 
thing to deserve imprisonment. 

The country sufierjng daily more and more, many came and intreated him to join 
with them in d fence of them elve and country, which wa extremely oppre sed by 
tho e of the array, (who after had the name of cavaliers;) and he bein also much im· 
portuned by tho e about him, eing his neighbours in this distress, resolved to nm 
the arne hazard with them. 

Then did the parliament grant a commission to him to be general of the forces in 
the north; myself also having a commi ion un ler him to be g nerat of the horse. 

It is not my intention in thi place to relate the scrvi es done i thi cau of the 
parliam nt; tor I am rather de irou to clear my action, than declare th m; and 
th refore I shall say n more of thi thr e year war iu t e Dor h, t lere I eing nothing 
(I thank God) in all tha time to be objected :ain t me in particular: But I 'hall 
say something how I came to be enaaO' d in the outh. 

Some years had been spent in tho e part, in a tinge ing war b twixt the king and 
parliament, and everal attel 0 equally fou,~bt, that it could carce be known on 
which side the bu iness in disput would b determined. Though it must be confest 
that the parliaments army wa under the command of very noble and gallant persoD, 
the earl of E ex, yet they found t'Rat time and delay gained more advantage against 
th m and Ih ir affair, than force had done. They ther fore rIved to make a change 
in the con titution of their armies, hopin by it to find a change a] 0 in their busine , 
which wa then somethin in a de lininO' condition, In thi di temper of thing the 

rilly was new modelled, and 'a new gen ral propo ed to command it; and by votes 
f th two hou e of' parliament 1 wa nominated, thou h mo t unfit, and 0 far from 

de iring it, that had not 0 great an authority (which vas then un eperated from the 
royal int r t) commanded my obedience, and had I not been urg d by the ptr wa i 
of my nearc t friend, I should have refu ed so reat (charge. But whether it ;va 
from a natural facility in met that betrayed my mod ty, or the powerful hand of God, 
which all thin s must obey, I wa induc d t ceive the command. 

Then was I immediately voted by the parti m nt to come t London, and take my 
charge, though not fully rec()v red of dallgero~ wound whicl I had ree ived a littl 
before at ,HeJmesley) and which r believe, without the miraculou hand 0 God, had 
p.roved mortal. 

But here (ala) when I bring to mind the sad consequence that crafty and ilesign
ing men hav brought to pa s since tho . fir t innocent undertaking, I m ready to 
let go that confidence I once had with 'od, when I could ay vith Job, 'Till I die, 
I will not remove my integrity from me, nor ball my h art reproach mc 10n<7 as I 
Ii"." But I am now more fit to take up hi complaint, and say, .. Why did I not ilie? 

by din I not give up t1le bost when my life was on the contines of the gra\'e f" 
God having b en pleased thu to giv me my life for a prey I took my journey 

southward, hoping it might be some ways serviceable to the publick: But ,vh n I 
came thither, had it not been in th simplicity of my heart, 1 could not have sup· 
portea myself under the fro ns nd di pleasures of those, who were dis usted with 
these aheratio in wbich many of them were much concerned; and therefore they 
sought by all meau ' to obitruQ\ my proc.eedin s in this new charge. Th~>ugh they 
could not prevent what the city of affair p at most to do, w hicb wa to march 
peedily out with the army, yet w re e by them made so.inconsiderabJe, for want of 

fit and ry accommodatio, it rather seemed that we were sent to be de· 
atroyed; thaIi to do any service to tbe kingdom. 

1 



T,'acts during the Re'r1'R if ing Charles I. 

urely h ll, if we ha hall no other end but self·interest, thi might have di cou
reus ; but it wrought n llch e ect on me, but rather gave me the more hopes 
of future , II e, hapned, 0 th ar iament's gre ad vanta , But if any ill u e 
hath .be 11 mad f uch mel'eie I t the merei be acknowledged from God, but the 
< LHJ r of tl III re h'e their du r ward of sham and puni hment, 

ing tbu led n by ood suee S5 and clear intention of public good, some of us 
d not discern the tpent which was hid under th leave of so ood fortun , nor 

Ii \ 'C tile fruit of ur hopes \VO Id prove a cockatrice eg 5, from whence so mis-
chie\'oll a br od hOllld aft rward pflog. 

fiu how ill des rving 0 vel' w were, it pleased God still to ive the army such 
uc e ,in th ~ears of 1 45 and 1646, that there remained in En land neither army 

r ~ rtres to op~ e th parliament in tling th pea of th kingdom. 
This mercy wa soon clouded with a ominable hypocrisy and d cei~, even in th05 

men who bad ben instrumental in bringing this war to a on lusion. 
Here was the vel' ira} r int, on which the army' hOllour nd reputation turned into 

) '.pr a h and scandal. Here the power of the army I once ad was usurped by 
the acritatol', th for I'unn 1'5 of confu ion and anarchy. 

My commi 'i nag ncralooh\iged me to act with ouncel, but the arbitrary and 
uolimit pow!;' .. 0 thi councel would ;1(' ithout a en r 1; and all 1 could do was 
i e ectuaL to oppose them, especial! h ttl parliam nits f hecame divided. 

At thi tim tb I,ay wa wlthh Id from the army, which incl'ea d th ir distemp rs ; 
th fullow d free quarter, and hat \ ron ht neral di content through the whole 
n Lion, hicb gave the e factioll a 'itator occa ion carryon their d ign of rai ing 
theil' own fortune upon the pnblick ruine. 

I \Va n troubled to e thin s in thi condition, and rather desir d to be a 
sufferer than a commander; But betor I I id down m c mmi si n, I thought fit to 
con .ult ome friends, rather than gratify my pri ate re on and desi , pecially 
11 ·jog receiv d it roUl a publick anthorOty, which mi ht jn t)yexpec to have no
ti b for I laid it down. 

1hi wa th cause of my continuing in the army longer than I would have done. 
hieh id indeed pte erve the parlia for som time from thE> e violences that it 

aft rwards suffered from these distu • 
I shall now de cend to ome particulars of their agitations. . 
rfhe first time I took llotice of them as t ()ttiogham, by the sQldiers meeting to 

frame a petition to the parliament about their arrears. The thing eemed ju t, but not 
liking the way, I pake with some oflkers who were principally engaged in it, and got 
~t soppre d for tbat tim. But this was only as th cutting off a hydra' head; fOl 

they began again, not so near the bead-quarters, but in more remote corners of the 
army; &0 that oofore I coutil prevent it, tlley presented it to the parliament, at which 
they re hlghly di p1eased. 

They ow fell into aifferences, the COIl sequence of wbicli . DOt only prove fatal 
to the kiag, but d trueth' to themselyts; the one striving to uphold their authority, 
be OtJ.1Cf, who had a spirit of unsettlement; to prae" the 1 frool the ruine tb y 

~ared. 
Tbi , with a atural incliaa' ChaD~, Jieve created thoughts Of new go-

emment. Which in time attained:the me of. common t"alth, but De r arrived to 
the perfection of it, being sometimes ocratical, then oIib~rch' af, Uudy, anarcbi
..cal. And indeed all the wa~ of at il1ing to it seeined DOth. g bu.t confUsion; or 
aow the oftke .of the anny ere placed aad displaced at the will Of the new agi
tators; aD ioleDce 10 preovaiied" tilat i1l was above my power to r train it. "Ibis 
Dade me have NCOW'Ie to my friends, to get me. diliCM!ge of '1 1Daiid; and 
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several members of parliament met" and consulted about it, but none would nndcrtake 
to move it to the hous , as affairs then stood, believing such a motion would be un
pleasinO' to them. 

This was the answer I received from them, and that L should satisfy myself, for it 
wou lc1 be the parliament's care to compo e all things for the good and settic:ment of 
the kingdom. 

These hope did a little upport my spirit, but could not baJlance the grief and trou
bJe J had, that I coull] not uet my dischar e: So that if you nnd me carried on with 
this tream, I can truly say, it was by the violence of it, rather than my own con nt. 

The army got this power and trength by correspondence with ome in parliament, 
who found it afterward to their OWD trouble. The army marcht ne rer I .. ondon; aud 
at Wind or, after two days debate in a council of war, it wa l'e olved to remove all 
out of the house whom they conceived did ob truct (as tlley called it the publick set-
tlement . 

I was prest to usc 11 expedition in tlli march, but here I re Ived to u e a re
strictive power, where I had not a persuasiv : And when the lieutenant.- eneral and 
others did urge me to ign order for marching, I still d layed it, as e"er dreading the 
consequences of breaking parliaments, and at a time when the kingdom was falling 
into a new war, which wa so near, that my delaying three or four d ys givioa- out 
orders diverted this humour of the army from being statesmen, to their more p~oper 
duty a oldier. 

Then did collonet Poyer declare in Wales; great forces did rise with my lord oring 
in Kent; and duke Hamjlton came into En land almost at the ame time, with a pow
erful army of cots; all which set out work enough that ummer. 

Thi "1 write to shew bow by providence a few days of delay secured the parliament 
above a year from the violence which oon after was offered them. 

I might b re mention thost: great and difficult actions the army performed that year, Iu Kent, &. 

which were designed or the good of the kingdom; but that 'factious party growing 
more in olent, as success made them more powerful, I shall forbear to relate them, 
which otherwise would have deserved a better remembrance than in mode ty were fit 
for me to give. 

I shall rather puni h myself with the continuance of this story of the irregulal'ities 
of the army. But I must not forget one thing of very great concernment in the after 
change, which hould have been inserted before the mentioning of this econd war
the king's removal from Holmby.> the ad consequence whereof fill my heart with 
grief in the remembrance of them, a they did then with car how to pre 'ent them. 

Being at affron-Walden, in Essex:, J had notice that ornelJoyce, an arch-agitator, 
who quartered about xford, ha~ s.eized on the ~iDg' person, removed hi gualds, and 
given. uch a check to the COmDlI88lOnera of parhament, who were orciert'd there to at-
tend his majesty, that they refused to act any further on their commi ion, being 0 

un warrantably interrupted. 
o 800U 1 heard of it, I immediately sent away two regiments of hor e, com-

manded by coJollel Whaley, to remove tbis force, and to set all things again in their 
due course and order. But before he came to IIolmby, the king was advanced two or 
three miles on his way to Cambridge, attended by Joyce; where colond Wbaley ac
quainted the king, he was nt by the general to let hjm know how much he was trou
bled at those great j I ncies that h d been committed so near his person; and a he 
had not the least kno ledge of them before they were don , so he had omitted no 
time in seeking to ren.love ~bat force wbich he had orders from me to ~ done: And 
therefore bQ d aired hi maJeaty that be would be pleased to return agam to Holmby, 
where all t.ll.i p sbould be settled again in a uch order and quietnes at they w re 
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before. And also, be desired the commi sioners to re-assume heir charge, as the par-
.liamen had dir cted them, whicb he waif al to desire them to do from the general. 
But the king refused to return, and the commissioners to act; whereupon colonel 
Wbaley urged them to it~ saying, he ha an express oomma d to see all thin well 
eftled again about his majesty, which could not be done but by his returning again 

to Holmby .. 
The king said positively be would not do it, 80 the colonel prest him no more to it, 

having indeed a special direction from me to use all tenderness and respect, as was due 
to his maje t . ' 

The king came that night, or the next, to sir John Cutts'$, house, near Cambridge; 
and the ne~t day I waited on hi majesty, it being also my busine to persuade his 
l'eturn to Holmb ; but he wa otherwi e resolved. 

I prest the commissioner also to act according to the po\\rer given them by th par
liament, which they also refu cd to do: '0 having sp nt the whole day about this bu
siness, I ret~rned to my quart r ; and a I took leave of the king, he said to me, sir, 
I hav as good jnterest in the army as you; by which I plainly saw ,the broken reed 
lle leaned on. 

The agitator could change into that colour which served next to their ends, and 
had brought th king into an op,ioion that th arm wa for him. . 

That it mi ht appear what a real troubl this a('t wa to m , though the army was 
almost wholly infected with thi humour of agitation, I called for a councIl of war, 
to proceed against Joyce for this high offence, and breach of the articles of war; but 
th oflicer, whether for fear (:f the distempered oldi r , or rather (as I u. peeted) a 
secret allowance of what wa done, made all my ende-avour. in this ineffe ·tual. And 
now no puni hment being able to reach them, all aftairs were steered after this com
pa . :--the king and hi p,arty in hopes; tho e of the parliament, and otl er who kept 
to tl eir covenan interest, in fear ; 80 a for many month a1\ publici conncil were 
turned into pl'i\'at junto which begot greater emulations ano jealou 'jes among them : 

o tbat th army would nOt trust the kin any JOIW r with the lIberty he had, nor 
the parliament sutf!"'\' the army to undertake that which wa more propelly their own 
work-to settle thtl kingdonl III its just Tights and libe rties; and tb &.rmy was a jealous 
that the parliamtln~ ",oulU not haH! care c::nough of.thelr security. . 

AIL thll1g growmg or 'e and wor. ,made! the kmg elluea oUr to scape, which he 
did; but out of a larger confinement at Hampton-Court, to a straiter one in the Isle 
ofWigbt. 

Her the parliament treat d upon propo itions of peace with the king; but alas! 
the envious one sowed tare" that could not be rooted out, but by plucking up the corn 
also. 

The king was the golden ball cast before the t 0 Rarties, the ~1iament and the 
army; and the contest grew ~o great, that it Olu t again have involved the kingdom 
in bloOd; but the army ha\'ing the greater power, got the king apin into their hands, 
llotwithat&nding all endeavours to hinder' i 

The treaty: wa scarce enduf, before the ing Wit seized on -by the bande.of the 
same ~rsooll that took hiJll fr9lJl Holmb,.: ..oft after followed hi trial. 

To prep .... e & way to thi ork, t i agi 'Qg eQUQcil did fir t intend tQ move all 
out of ihe parliament who were like to oppqse them, and carried it on i ch se
o.(!recy; 81 1 had not the least intimation 9ftt. till it was uone, at me of the members 
.of the 0 can it.nes,. itb whom I w. at that very time upGI1 ial bUlin , 

ben t att.e.mpt made by colo I Pride upon the parli ~ mob 1 protest I 
never had aay kao ledge of till it at dODe. The realOn hy it w aecietly car-
.. i~ that I ~14 t: DO noti~ of i~ was, 6eo&uae 1 alway tbQIC dcaipt . 

hen 1 kDe t.bem. 
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By this pur#rin.g of the bou. '. (as they' ~Hed it,) ~he pit'f'ametit ,8 brougbt into 
such a ('on umptJve an langulshmg eondttlon, that Jt COl d ~r agam 1"eCf)ver that 
healthful constltu ion which always kept tbe kin dom in its strength. m; , and i~ ur. 

Thi way being made by the tword, the tr~l of th~ king was e~iet for d.eIU to ac-
romr)lish, . 

M afflicted and troubled mind for it, and my earnest enMavours to. prE'vent it., 
will, I hope, ufficiently te ti(y my di like and · al>horreo e ut' the fatt.· J\nd what 
will th y not do to the Ihrub , having ut down the cedar? 

After this, duke Hamilton, the enrl ot Holland, the lord Capel, and others, \fere con
demned to d a h, 

It is fit for me in this place to say something for my own 'indication abou my lord 
Capel, sIr Charles Lucas, and ~ir treorge tii'll , who 'were prisouer at 1JI r('y tpon the 
r uuling of Colch~tt:r, seeing some have questioned the ju~t p rformance of t110 e 
article. 

I laid siege to the t wn, and made e,'eral a saults; bu noin their fi ce within 
much 11IOre numerous than tbd e I had without) J w forced to t k another course 
in blocking tlwm up. and, by cutting off all uppli 5, ,·jug them to a 5urrend r; 
w hleh, aner tour months do ·e iege. tht·y \ ere c;ompelled te, and thut upon mercy, 
helJlg in number thr or l~ur thou an men; a d .dehvering upuu mercy i8 to be un-
oer~t()()d that sOllie are to suffer. th rest ,to go .free. . 

Imrnelllatel) after our cntran ~e Into the to'''D, a co ncil'of war was called, and those 
forellanled per ODS wer ent need to die. the re t to be acquitted. 

This being 50 resol eo, 1 thought fit, notwith tanding, to· tr -mit the lord Capel, 
the lord I\orwich, &c., over to the parliament, being tht;} ci il ju icature of he kinO'
dom ; con isting then both of lords and common, and 0 not prop r judges in their 
case, who were oon~ill rable or estates and families. liut sir Charles Lucas and ir 

, Anthon:. Wood, no gr at fI vourer Of Fairfax gives, how ver, fuIt credit 00 the sincel'i of his ('fi"ort.s to SRV 
the kmg'lI lite. Ilnd a ~t .. ang account, oj t.b ir terminatilln ;-" Wb II tb \ ar wa termmat('d, and no em'my, 
elthrf In 6dd or g;' rri80n, \t·ft, h went tl) Loudon in o~ember, 16·16. where he was in 8 mo~t high manner 
jUyl'd IlDd care 'ed by tLe citI Z(,II~ 01 London lid parliament, (or the great $t'Tvicl' be hlld done for tbe com
rn4.lIwl alth, and nothing was thought tau gnod or gr 'ut lor him. AI ar hi mlljt' ty w s taken away from 
Ii"ld nby. lid C""V(', d to Cblld('rley. ('\v111ark t, c., be "preltted him If 1\,11 to him, WI b did after
wllrds at H Imp II-C~ IUrt; but then ha\ II) II\) VIOU 1J'lluds ill him. or dishllli,ula.uon f'T a ood encl, be c\id 
nul , or coultl no t endeavuul', lib being uo puliticlliO, Ii> countermand till.' dtal.lolical dest 11 uf Cromwpll Rnd hi 
hclll ~h crtw. Ht, did n •• ~ ('nei avour to rl'ptll or benoer tb remonstrance ot the army, the purgin:;t 01 tbe 
H"u~e of Cnmmoth ot its d,h·f members. the aAr ment of the people. &c, but Wd lulled on in 11 kind of 
stllpllhty, 'Tis lrue. brlor Ib klJlg w .... bebl'Q(led (In lIrder to whollO trial be was nominatoo the chief judge, 
but did not It,) h nul U'I' hiS p.\\er IIl1d intt·tf'&t to Itave the executIOn deftorred lor 10m day. j ff)rbt1aTirl,( his 
cOaling IImong tbt' uflict't ; alld did fully resolvt', wltb hIS QWII regiment, to prevent till' cl(ec;utlon, or hay it 
delerl"rd till h<' coulll mlikc a party an !.he army to .. ('ond hi' design, But bt'b .. jd hiS policy I All ttit' mvrlllng 
01 thllt day on which the killg wa!l ~be8.jrd, and Ih tim whell hr wa beheaded, hI.' was, It II certam officers 
in the army. at pra)er. or in dlscoune. 01 bolb, in major Thomas llal'l'ilOon'~ apartment III Whiteball, ( I)Clng 

a rut In lit ttl hWllIl t'Dd 04 that gallery, looktn~ towardll!ll Privy- ardell.) und knew nothing of It, as It dlltb 
apptar by tbl ll&ll~ag. .heu hi majesty wo~ bubeaded on a affold Joining to the U41lqu tlng-Housein 
Willt.cball, IItld bi CClrpti t1wrllllpun Immediatt'ly co8ined. and COy red with a bll'Ck velv t pall, hi' hop Jux()n, 
wbo a .. ndttd bUIa OR the ICUtruld, ond Thoma Uer~rt, th only groom of hi bed- hamber ttJd was then 
lett, dllt go w.1!b .... aaiif co.".. to tile B' Ck ... l.cllf&, to havCl it embalmed; lind ~Il' lIerbert, lilt r the body hod 
bf'l'n d~lt.d, '"'1 .,..ab F_il" 1\. the general, Fairf x a kod him how the lullg did? Whf.4u~upun Herbert ~ 
l(loklOg '3 """8"1) up., .. l1~m. t(lld hun tht thl' king 111' beheaded, lit winch he ~ m d much urprl d. 
AllClf\\arJ.; Ii rlwct wftlkul;Z lardler 10 the galll"ry with th aid bitihup. tbey \V re meL by Buuth .. r great cum
Jl)lillder, lIamed O)~l'r ('rCNUw 11 ~bo knew \\Ihlll had lately past; fot' he told tbem. UI\lI kl·d, !.hat lhey sh(luld 
bay ,orden lor lbe k'I\"~ burIal apeedtl, • a. I ba~ been mtornwd by the leUdI'll II" th ~~uJ Thoma" Falrlau.." 
-\\'000'. ",.,i OSOfIUJlIU, 11, 81. Tbe cummon report of biliWriana ltate thlU Il.rn~tlll ",u, 'mplo)ed to 
pray wiw FAirJu. by way vi kins \be lMd'l ill OIl w. un~,t.aD ~caaion, and that Ito prulonaed bit 
cevotioQa 'W"l _ blc.aw !"U struck. 
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George Lisle being mere soldiers of fortune, and falling into our hands by chance of! 
war, were executed; and in this I did nothing but according to my commission, and 
th trust reposed in me. 1 

But it may be objected, I went into the court during the trial; to which I answer, it 
wa at the earne t ,request of my lord Capel's friends, who desir d me to explain there 
what, as meant by 8uITendering to mercy: Otherwise I had not gone, being always 
unsatisfied with those courts. 

'or this I Deed say no more, seeing I may as well be questioned for the articles of 
Bri tol, Oxford, Exeter, or any otber action in the war, a this. , 

I have now related the 'most remarkable thing that might be alledged against me 
during the prosecution of the war. 

0!le thing more require .1 hould say 80met~ing to before I conclude; that is, COD
cernmg papers and declaratIons of the army, that came out in my name, and the coun
cil of officers. 

I say, from the time they declared their usurped authority at Triplow Heath, I never 
gave my fre consent to any thing they did; but being yet urrdi charged of my place, 
they set my name in way of cour e to all their pap rs, whether I consented or not: 
And to such failings are all authorities subject. Under parliament authority many in
juries have been done; so here hath a general' power be n broken, and crumbled into 
a levelling faction. 

Yet even this I hope all impartial judges will int rpret as force and ravishment of a 
good name, rather than a voluntary consent, wl1ich might make me equally criminal 
with that faction. And if in a multitude of words, much more in a multitude of ac
tions, there must be some transgressions, yet I can truly say, they were never design-
edly, or willfully committed by me. . 

All the power being got into t1le army, they cut up the root of kingly government; 
after this were engagement made to abolish that title. Then was war declared against 
Scotland, for assisting the king, and several leagues made with foreign princes, to COD
federate with their new government, which was DOW a commonwealth, against the 
kingly power. 

All this I saw with grief and sorrow; and though I had as much the Jove of the ar
my as ever, al)d was with great importunity solicited by that remaining parliament and 
soldiers to continue my comm nd; and though I might, so long as I acted their de
signs, ha~e attained to what height o{'.P0wer, and other ad~anta~es, I pIta ed; yet, by 
the merCIes and goodness of od, I dId, 80 long as I contmued In th army, oppose all 
those ways in their councils; and when I could do no mor , I then d elined their ac
tions; though 1 did 110t resign my cOlnmission, which I had from the parliament, till 
the remaining part of it took it from me. 

Thus have I given you the sum of the most con8iderable thiogs for which the world 

• Lord Fairfax is severely Btigmatized for the expreMion " IOldjers or fortune," as well .. for hiB whole conduct 
upon thi. occasion, by the author of hie life, in the iographia Britannica.-u Whereas Sir Charle_," 118YS that 
author, "WIll DO awl' a IOldiet of forlune than hi, lor4tb~; for he had an ettate in £ita, till dispolJ6Cssed of 
it~ pkuulering n-bc-l., and wal heir to the honour and tate of bia brother, Jebn, Lord Lucas, for W811l of 
blue-male. In b;. letter to the parliament, hi, lordsbip WleIIII' to question whether he had noL prejudicfd ,he 
hODOW' aU justice Of parliament in their execution.-' For lOme aatisCaction,' say. be, • to military justice, for 
the inaoceat'bloecl they "ve c:aUted w be pilt, aDd the trouble, damage, alld mischief they have broulbt upon 
the tGW., :tbit rountry, ADd the kingclome, I h ... , with the advice 01" a counlielL of wetre of the chief officers, 
bock ofJhecouotry for~ ,and Uae army,'C8U1otd two oftbem, who were render d at rofrcy, W beahot todtatb, 
IIefcn !1 o{ them.had quart.ctr IUllUl'td '&bem. The p!1'IODI pitChed upon for this example were, lir Charlet Lu· 

..... GeOrce Lble, 10 whose miJi&ary t'xecuPon I hepe i.'our IQrdlbips will not find C81Me to thiuk your bo
jude. pniacliGe4.!' -"...,.... fJrittlllllkfl, ,,01. II • 1760, p. 1113. 



Military Troct,. 

Tllomaa Lord Fair/ar, 
, 

Under this stone doth lie 
One born for victory

Fairfax the valiant, and the only he 
Who e're, for that alone, a conqueror would be. 

Both sexes vertues were in him combin'd; 
He had the fierceness of the manlie t mind, 
And all the meekness too of womankind. 

He never knew what envy was, nor hate; 
His soul was 'fill'd with worth and honesty, 

And with another thing besides, quite out of date, 
CaJrd modesty. 

He ne're seem'd impudent but in the field, a place 
Where impudence itself dares seldom shew its face. 

Had any stranger spy'd him in a room, 
With some of those whom he had overcome, 
And had not heard their talk, but only seen 

Their gesture and their mien, 
They would have sworn he had the vanquisht been: 
For as they bragg'd, Bnd dreadful would Bppear, 

Whilst they their own i\llu~k repeated, 
His modesty still made him blush to hear 

How often he had them defeated. 

Through his whole life the part he bore 
Was wonderful and great, 

And yet it so appear'd in nothing more 
Than in his private last retreat; 

For 'tis a stranger thing to find 
One man of such a glorious mind 

As can despise the power he has got, 
Than millions of the Poll's and Braves, 
Those despicable fools and knaves, 

Who such a pudder make, 
Through dulness and mistake, 

In seeking after power. and get it not. 

When all the nation he had won, 
And with expenee of blood had bought 
Store great enough, be tbought, 

Of &me, and of renown, 
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An unhappy V£~ if the whole Behaviour if my Lord Duke Q/' Buckingham, at tile Fretlch 
Island called til l~le Ql h~e. d.~wc('1' d bJi (oIQt/clt llt'itliam .Ftec:twfJod, tin w!lortu-
1. ate Commander in tltat ,mtoward Service. 164 . 

Tbi is a most fierce and prejudic a 'impeachment of an expedition, ill planned, and unhappily 
terminated. it ia b re ramkE'tl, according to the date of it · JJublication, in 164ij, but \\8 plOba
bly circIllat.ed, in manuscript at least, it' not printed, long bt lorf'. ~othi,Qg too stlong 'an ue 
I&ld of the duke's i/J conduct, but aU good authetritit> allow that he behavt'd with p rsonuJ gaUan
f.ry; whereas thia di..Jfec~d officer, iu tht- Ulnal atyle ot 8uch a character, giv 8 the valour of 
th troops the &ole cledit for any .... lial IUCCess, d throw th bJam of ev~y mi carriage OD 
'\he cowlU'uice of the general. 

t 

:At a private assembly at the counceU table, by the king and the lords, and to extin
luiah the i~omiDy of the former aervice of Cales, an ttempt into France wu conclu-
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tIed on,. and the duke d.esigned for e erall; ,!ho too.k the honour indiffur~nt1y gl~dly, 
presummg to r cover hI lost honour and credIt by hIS own prowesse ift thIs explOIt. 

H ereupon be an a sttong pres e of oldier; 0 large a provi on of vIctuals, and o'thet 
maintenance for them, a could 1\0 bllt in commo ' rea on promise a b()(18 voyage to 
come, if the intent Wtlre clOl!ely carryed,. . , . 

But befi I'e any Boutdi rs ,were imbarqued, tne duke, out of an evi ill to tbe weal
publique, divulged th6 plot t court very fre ly, wiLhout an f1 are or it; here17y. the 
worst of our iU-willer where oever (taking but the pains to a{tdre e tbemselv~ thIther) 
might kno\\' all for an easie att ntion, which n1 s n b~ half a prevention of tIle 
hopes in que tion. . ) 

Upon the point of our first s ttihg to sea, to duke, out of a distrust [ ·some mi erable 
death that might befall him elf in the voyag , as of the con id ration of being for a 
time estra11 ed fr m his effemin te pleasures h re at home, from hich no ~arli e ser
vict! could ever with-draw hhn, woukl willinaly have re 'nqulsht his charge, without 
any allegation, either of the w knes, unexperi ee, or ins fficiency of his own per on, 
but that he was pl'ickt and purred on to it· afresh, by the only p rswasiol1 of his rna" 
jesty: For, that the eyes of aU the tro~p ,were fixed on him fur their cb~eftain. 

Upon th1S we put forth to ea, and mclll1ed OUf elves, by the duke dlrection, to the 
Island of Rhec, or St Martin • • . 

Where, as well ev ry mechanick and common souldier, a captains and collonels in 
our company, knew wher our journey was to end. But, Lord! the dukes carriage at 
sea wa obstinate and ridiculous, and alto ether backward to hi faith and credit, laid 
to pawn here at home in hi b ence; for what 0 vcr the circum peet commanders 
under him had propollD,led, as behoove full, he vould be sure to gain- ay it; under a 
vile penalty to command that no invention hould be 0 much a set on foot., but 
what proceeded from his tudy and approbati n; 0 to be wholly inriched and dignified 
with the attribute of compaslIing all the OO( fOltune that could any way attend the 
en terprize, as he now, con lrari wise, surfeit of the disgrace. 

The i lander) thr uah the lar "eness of th dukes tongue, being too inquisitive after 
their forlification , of divers plaguie pas (n en at sea, were acquainted with our mean
ing long before they aw us; and we arrived not there .vithout an unlucky eApectation 
and entertainment. 

After we h d viewed the fort and situation, we bega 1 to demand of the duke where
in OUf counlry could be ad 'antag d by uppres ing such a va t, strong, ill-favoured 
place, in that the mainLe;nallc thereof, after our conquest, would yearly expend very 
neer as much a the profit co lId' oun unlo. 

To this he J'eplyed, that thrau ,h his () vn entreaty, upon his majesties signing of his 
comn i sian, he W'a only put upon thi i land, w ieh, if he should but recover at his 
return, it would redcen\ all his lost lonour at born ; and so commanded us to intrench 
ours lye , 

We aU being confident that the expression could not but proceed from an undaunt
ed heart, orne of us pu~sently, iu a desperate manner, vellt on shore, (expecting the 
duke and his retinue at our he le ) where we 'fere suddenly un wares encountred very 
sharpely by some troops of l!'rench hOfliemen, hich (by m.eane that the duke kept at 
sea, and came not in to ur sue our) .) opprcs ed us with their multitude, that many 
of our company, in our le urn to onr hips, wer hewn to pieces, or drowned in the IV -

ter; s sir William Ua)'deo, .. Ir Temple of Lincoln Inne, and many other of good pa
rentage. 

The third day after the repulse. we renewed our s r ngth, and went aU again on 
shore, aDd tbere forti6 d nurse/\'(" for our most advantag ; and in hort time after, so 
furioUily IUDlmonoo the island, that the inhabitants were constrained to retire to their 

8 



fort, a thei last refu e, to the gatel:whereof we pursued them with reat terror, and 
took om prisoner. 

Then perceiving the trength and com passe of the fort, and understanding that it 
well victualled for a lingering siege, we recoyled back, and intrenched OUT elves a. 

new from the anno of thcir cannon ~ and by degree we came at last to inviTon it al
most round, (as far as it wal any way' needfuU,) aod yet kept out of the dang r of their 
ordinance still. and fot a good whde deprived tbem of aU succours, both by sea and 
land, and so planted our battery. 

Thus fane we sped indifferently well, having, in recompence of our first overthrow, 
gained th island, and put ourselves in po es ion of it. ' 

The honour and applause whereof detesteth the duke and his best merits in the 
hole action, Bud, next under God, reflects on the ever-havin fam and memory of 

that right valiant and heroique gentleman sir John Burrows, by who e only reacb it 
wu com paned, and whole act herein, since, i a calme eason, he wa aft rwards 
treacheroualy slain, deserves, if oue may say so without presumption, to immortallize 
his oule. 

The fort now remaining unyeelded, and standing b twi1Ct u and a reasonable con
quest, by the powerfull and searching perawasion of sir John Burrow, a well common 
ouldiers as captains rrotested to hav too, or el e to dye in the field; which promise 

the v-ery flower of a1 our comm~nders the~ were inforoeu in the end to make good, 
to the very effusion of their dearest bloud. And tbu we continu d our batt ry for 
above two moneths space; and y~t in all that time, through the extraordinary strength 
of tpe place, by reason of the tampiers and barracadoes that the defendant had new 
erected within, we could make no breach, nor take other opportunity to giv an a sault. 

Whereupon, for that our provision held out we1l1 it was determined by i1' John Bur
rowe, (whose weakest advise at this time the multitude wer rf!adier to follow than 
th best of the dukes,) that we houJd beleagure tll fort round till as we had b gun, 
and witllout a surrender thereof by a long siege, should starve up the defendant : and 
(all things considered) this was the only way ,to surprize so impregnable a place. 

Th duke was infinitely incensed with thi sway of sir John Burrowes, and his own 
neglect, and tberetOre by degrees hee endeavoured to allure th hearts of the ouldiefs 
from him, which bare words could not doe, nor bring to passe, till he privately had 
distributed to some of them assenting, the pay of the rest dissenting; whereupon 
uch a murmuring discontent arose betwi t thp faction of sir John Durrowes and the 

duke, that had not sir John $uddenly quieted all by his w\sdome, we had certainly 
,mutined amongst ourselves, to all our confijsion, and so have given the enemy an oc
casion of advautag ; but they seemed to be reconciled, and new-celcbrated the amity, 
the same nigh~ by a Iprivate sup'~' the dukes tent. 

But sueb is the malice of a vindi ive heart, that it is never appeased, but remaines 
.till inexorable and devilish" 

For the De t morning sir John Burrowes (according to hi. daily wont) surveying 
his own trencb~ and being clear out of all danger of the fort, was ill an instant 
strick :.dad' the a~ with .. mu ket shot, by an unknown baDd, and so gives up 
hi i to tbe~oy of beaven, pev dOne but good on ~rth" 

11 . udey in the campe, and ready 
through freah from the 

• t t had been re arued, 
u mw:h lessened; I'CNPOD my lord 

e DOt: . 1 ' : 

reach. kitag'QI~~W 
e, for e _e-aU8Jrd 
y,) · .. "t bdft~ 
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fra01 the ure places where sit, John BUrTOft'S bad fannetty allotted "them, for his own 
defence in partlculal) aud so left all manies ; which the French convoyes perceiving, 
entered th re the same night, and relieved tlie fort in abund nee, both- ith fresh sol
diers alyd provi ion ~ and 80 nightly, fora week together, came under Ddleswith tne 
like stuffe, and yet the duke would not suffer us to encounter them; ptefttkfing that 
hee feared the French king at his backe, wilen (alas) there was neither IdDg nor 
French army th reo 

When the fort was as well mtnned a victualed, the defendants began divert tiara 
• to confront anti brav~ U8, before their maine sally out; yet thi our generall would 

neither permit us to encounter tbem, nor at last to continue our battery; so that in a 
very di contented manner we lay idle, riotou8ly consuming the remainder of his rna
je tie allowance, without attempting any thing worth the while ~ lusomuch that I ~ 
myselfe impartially demanded of tbe duke what he would do with tl ; whether he 
longed to inthrall us to his owne ignoble plea ure, or to tarve us up in tead of the 
defendants; but could draW' no other answer from bim, but that he was our general, 
and so we should know it by the strict hand he would carryover us. 

And for our further proceedings against the fort, wee should go on in our idlenesse 
till we heard further from him. . 

Wee, that were colonels and prime officers undel' him, could hardly brook this his 
untoward carriage, (as raw meat on our tomachs;) ytt for quietnesse sake, to repell 
mutenic in the camp, we sm(}thered our grudge, without any appearallce of heart .. 
burning to the multitude, and so lay expecting a mi erable successe of all our under
takin "s. Afterwards the duke told us that he bad secret i'htelJigence out of the fort, 
that most of their best souldiers bad convei(;ld, themselves away by night, for feare ot' 
a new supply by my lord of Holland; and that the remnant (if we lay still intrencht) 
would shortly become our vas!ials; which news being confinned, with a large prote -
tations as could proceed from the heart of any Chri tiao man, made us so far credit 
bim, as to lie secure, and to presume that tbis, once done, would make us aU as happy 
as our confidence in hi word could any waye make u mi erable by the contrary. 

The very next morning after this consultation, which fell out to be the day of doon\ 
to most of us, the duke beillO' sensible of his perfidious dealin~, and tbat was the 
day the defendants would encounter u to death, notwith tanding what hi engage
men for our satety had formerly bin to the contrary, privily, in hi tent, by the help 
of his ta.ction, attired one of his own followers, every way much resemhling himself, 
in hi warlike habit and colours, with instruction suitabl to the deceipt; and then, 
di ~uist'd as a faint and impotent 8Ouldier, got himself a hipboard, and not only left 
"U S Ignorant of the bloody intent toward us, but also made U8 uncapaole to pr~vent 
it when we could.' 

Immedia 1 upon tbi I e Bll ~cting as little this treac~ry, (as 1.1Jat which came 
of it,) the de fDdant:s numberlesse sallied out, and with BllCli violence and fury assay led 
us in our trenche., (~ taking most of us unarmed, and daunted with the sight of 
the multitude/) that we Were glad to fty for our lives. 

\\' hicb I'd at ~t of us our fivee. (as the assault and both fell out in the en(l,) 
to make ~. 4'J- to the Frellcb, and an absOlute 0 erthfow to us. 

The of lIlY lor oqa' es horse 'al the cause of his surprizall. and as 
well uf dea\ of ou own m ; for tbat he not ondy avoyded the tn~ 
mits charge, bu " e uP,OB. aud oeat. b' cit di'Vers of OUf be&.t borses;; 
Which othe ite to. would have tood it out. 

III our Ipt we aimed at . row b .... tge over a great river, which if e 
coukJ have recovered and • had he purauit of our enemic ; but through 
their ~ c ere prevented.. by r ertU 'ng & loaded cart theR betOte- )lU&d, 
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which we mnst either clirnh <>ver, or leape into the riv r or salt pit ; which most 
of OUl' company being' unable to doe, were instantly hew n in peece j ir Charles 
Rich, and other of great e te me, who in the very deadly ex remity wer offered 
quarter, but would not, rather chu Lng to dy honourably, then long r to live with in
famy and torment. I my If perc iving the folly of resistin l' any longer, havil1l' one 
of tht' be t hors s in the company, was forced to tak an mfirme salt-pit, where hoth 
my clfe and my horse stuck fa t in the ground, and where I had suddenly a ga hly 
WQUDct in the Jegg with a bullet, and so I lay stru gling for life, Lord, Lord, (me 
thoughtJ what pain it wa to dye so; and diver of our company and command rs 
w~r ill the Jik distre e. Dut in th end, th 'rench hors men wanting hot to r ach 
us in the water, bJ tll valliancy of the poore rem4\iuder of Our ouldier that were 

ol en ovel' the cart, wee were dragged a &hoare, and so being at that time unpur-
su tI, were conveyed out of danger. 

During the·time of Ollr conflict our counterfeit g nerall fought very l'esolut lYI. and 
got a g. ~h 01' tWQ in hi. shoulder for hi pains and labour, which (before we knew the 
dec it) made u, notwith tanding OUr Josses, to commend bim for a valourous com
JlHltlfJer; but through the dukes backwardn 5, ome of those that \ ere trusted with 
the knowledge of this villany, we under too<l it all in two day . after, in our comfort. 
Jesse journey hom wnrc! ; and we had thereupon pr sently mortalize<) his carka e for 
am nd , }Jut that, uvon a more mature deliberation, we thought it fitter to let him 
die at home, by the inque tionabl hand of the parliament; so he himself could not 
tak this as hi ' pr servatioD, but as his reservation to a more infamous end. And, 
truel ., should the r venge of the parliament almoBt extremity eixe npon him, it 
would be but correspondent to his merits, that would find in his heart to lye secure 
him elf, aDd all the while to see us, that were bis charge1 knocked down, and 
slaughtered like dogges. 0 let him go to the grave, and let no man stay him, for it is 
a sin to pity him in his worst estate. 

My lord Mountjoy wa . the ondy man of note of our party that aocepted quarter,. 
and was inc very honourably ransomed, and sent home againe; which proceeded 
more from the heroi'lue clemency of the French king, than for . any desert either of 
hi OWB or ours. 

One of our Frel ch prisoners, t at we have taken at our fir8t encounter, confessed 
to me, in our return homewards, that had sir John Burrowes lived one two dayes 
longer, the deft ndant were concluded to have giveu up the fort, and all the treasure 
in it, to our di po ure, in respect they had so miserable experience of his vigilant in .. 
tercepting of all their convoye , and stopping of their passages; and therefore this 
reach could not but redownd to tbc:-ir utter ~nfusion in the end, unle e they sub .. 
mitted them elves betimes; but the new of his death was joyous unto them, as 
it was grievou unto us, and made them resalve to dye. in their own defences; but the 
mistak at last cost most of us our lives, 

And this i the whole description of our n~i.fortunes, hich. upon a clue consi
deration, (I think,~ must needs provoke tlle poQreat ~ft'ect.ed Qf our nation to inuea
vour a reve~ge to be done. In all our fut"r voyages, he must and will be still our 

enerall, and.then to thrive (at least) after the old faahioD, we must assure OU{ selves. 
e have not been a little famous in France, for conquest beretofore with a.fl w; but 

od lOligb Y ia omn;p,otent and jutt, and e DOW see it is his plea ute to: make us 
.. U to suifer for the in and lacUrious life of this one man. His will be done in all. 

And if we can, we mUltbe oontent. (Besides, too. notwitbstanding.) he hath been the 
death of div.tlra of the nobility, the unlucky overthrow of all our late voyage •. 

:rbe un ~u of our treasury no the ~tter contUaion of .tht' poore pro-
, ''Y cred, without 1 pity, tbro b ir de-



Yet it is the 'kings pleasure 8tiU to afford him hi wonted Srace and connivance fot' 
aU this; and treason It is apparent to denounce him faulty m any ~iD ; but let hi 
lnajesty look to it, for hi. longer sheltering of this ricli tray tort a.a fal be&rte{J man, 
both to God and his country, which will be the ruine both of bimedf. d bit king
dom at last. Yet then I have hope (out of the integrity of hi heart, II hilt tit 
is called to-day, and before the evil day come) he will give him over to the parlia .. 
ment, whilst it is of strength to punish him; and that they, for their pnrts, ill send 
him to H., without any more adoe . 
. If any hereafter shall maligne, or goe about to disprove me in anyone of these 

points, (so I may be unquestionable for this presumption,) I will, notwitbstandi{)g my 
lamenesse, maintaine al1, upon notice, to bis face, to the expenee of my dearest blood: 
In the interim, I expect good news from the parliament by the next f ire wind. 
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FOURTH CLASS. 

TM I.elany of John Bastwz'ck, Doctor 0/ Phisicke; heing now full of Devotion, as well 
in respect if the common Calamities qf Pla$ue and Peatilence as also of his oome 
p{lrticular Miserie; lying at this instant in Lzmbo Patrum. &t downe i/~ two Letters 
to Mr Aquila IYykcs, l,(eepe,· Qf. the Gatchouse, his good Angell. In which there u 
an universatl Challenge to the ,whole. World to prove the Rarity of Ministers to he 
Jure Divino. .I1lso, a full Demonstration that the Bi8hops are nelther Christa flor 
the Apostka Successors. hut Enemies of Chmt and his Kingdome, and if the Ki,tlgt 
moat etrceJtent Majestits Prero{J,ativc.Royoll. .I111 which hee undertaketh to make good 
bifQre Ki?zg and Counsell, with the hazard qf otherwise being made a Preg to their 
insatiable Indignation. .11 BOllke 'Very useful and pr'!fitable lor all gOO(t Christians to 
read, for the stirring up Q[ J)ef){)tion in them likwise. 

. PaO't'IIIlB , chap. xxv. ".r. 2. 
Ii is the glory of God to c:oJ¥:eQJ& a thing, but the bODOur of the king it to teareb 011' a matter. 
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