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Now, if you did profess the name of Christ in truth, you would love enemies (if t~ 
were your enemies) and not persecute them that are taught of God, and Christ is their 
head; for God let Cain have the liberty of the earth, though he was a fu 'tive in it, 
for murdering his ,brother; and God let the heretic Nimro~, that ,began to bui!d Ba .. 
bel, have liberty tn the earth; and 8coffi g Ismael have liberty m the earth 1n the 
wilderness. 

And, because the Jews had the law of God, who bad the signs, types, figurc:s, 
and adows, by which they were to kill blasphemer. and fal e prophets that drew , 
awa from God; which Jaw and outward. carnal weapon was a figure of the true 
Ipiritual weapons and of the word of God, Christ JesuI, that de troys the devil aad 
blasphemers and false prophets which were gone out from God ; and this was do by 
the spiritual weapons, yea by the ord that t of his mou,h, therefore the 
Christians are to love enemies. 

For they that go about to take away the heads and leaders of the Quakers, as they 
think, they go about to take away 'Christ, for he is the head, ' not many heads, but 
their head and leader; for the many heads is the beast, and is in this world, and is in 
the fan from God; for Christ is their head and leader, and way (in the male and fe-

, male) and life and truth, who is the way to God the Father, who is the only king, 
omnipotent, immortal, and everlasting; glory be to him for ever more, Who hath sent 
his son to be our teacher, saviour, redeemer, and our way and truth and life, and our 
resurrection and our offering, and great sacrifice by which we are sanctified and per_ 
fected for ever; who is also our prophet, priest, and king, and his command we can
not deny, but must confess him before men, even Christ Jesus, who hath spoken to 
us in these last days, who ends the law, and priests, temples, tythes, offerings, sacri. 
fices, firit covenant, and ceremonies and sbadows, and the carnal weapons which do 
kill about religion; and tbe Son of God bids us love enemies: God's Son bids us love 
enemies, and swear not at all. And this is t.he Son of God that speaks from ,Heaven 
they that speak from earth kill and persecute one another, and say, "We must 'Swear,'" 
and brings it from the Jews law, hich Christ ends, or from the Heathens below: Bnt 
we must confess Christ before men, for he hath pour d out of his spirit upon all flesh, 
'and hi .• 80ns a,n~ daughters, and they ~ball and ~o prophesy; and the testimony of 
Jesus IS the Spirit of prophe~y, and ,thIS )8 ,our ,t~stlmony, of Jesus, eveJ?- the spirit of 
prophec~; an~ God h~th g~~en, to ~s of his. spmt by which we know ,hiS things, and 
th~ maDlfestatlon of hiS ,Spirit 18 gIVen to ev.ery m~~ to profit w~tbal; and they that 

. ~Ieve and quench the SpIrit do not profit by the SpUlt but to then condemnation aDd 
if any ODe have Dot the spirit of Christ he is DOlle Of his. ' 



.d Fanatic's .tIddress, humbly presented to the. King and hi8 Pt!er$, and also to his People 
in their Representative the Commons HOUle W Parliament, Qlmnbled and tit ng at 
Westminster: Discovering to them the Innocency if his Actings in the muut W the late 
Revolutions ttl Gorvernmentl in this Nation; 'With the Reso/'Ots qf them that walk with 
him, amJ the Qualifications td those they intend tuhave Communion withall. By Henry 
Adis, a baptized Believer, untier:go;ng the Name qf a Free-willer,. and also most igno
m;ltiotu/.y, by the Tongue of 1,y'amy, called a Fanatic or a Madman. 

Phil.:iv. $. Let your moderation be ·known unto all men, tile Lord is at hand. 

Printed.in the Year 1661. 

Foa as much as several that lately took upon them the places of trust, government, 
and authority in these natio .. s, 'Under a pretence of making such a reformation iii 
church and atate as was agreeable both to the law of God and the best reformed 
C"JlUrcbes; and yet their ends in all this, tbe event did clearly evidence, w.as nothing 
either more or less' but to advance and set up self and self:'interests; the which, that 
t. ey mi~ht the better, and with the more self-security effect, they proclaimed liberty 
of conac,ence, that so they might gain a party to stand for and by them, if necessity 
required; in which time of freedom, a small party (the Searcher of all hearts right well 
knoweth) enjoyed our liberties under them, with an utter detestation both to their 
acts of violence, oppression, and self:servings, with r cor\tinual bearing our testimony 
ago inst tbem in those aetions as it fell i-n our way, both in discourses and teachings; 
but more publickly in my books, printed and published in the year 1648, called the 
~ymptom8 of Ruin, or the Sword and Famine the Attendants of Oppression; as also 
JD that book intitled A Cup for the City and her Adherent ; and in that poem called 
A Spy for Justice Itlllt out of the Tower Chamber of the leet,;n all which it will 
evidently.appear, that for mine own part I could not own nor in the least alJow of 
their violence nor oppression: And the better to clear to the whole nation our inno
c.ency, and the cleanness of our hands, as to aU manner of acts of violence and oppres ... 
~OD, .l caused J 500 declarations to be prlnted and published the 1 £th day of the 1] th 
month, vulgarly called January, in the year 1659, which is also joined to the latter 
,eud of my Fanatic's Mite cast into the King's Treasury; in which 1 declared my judg
'ment, and the judgment of that small company that were ill society with me, both 
oonr:eming fi.ghtiDg, sweariDg, and government, and our obedience to magistracy and 
maglttratel, and OUf' present disrelish to them then in being, as in the i3d and 24th lines 
~f the said declaration (if recourse thereunto had) is evident: And yet, Dotwithstand
JOg, ~yseJf, with two more of the said declarers, in this late imprisonment about the 
late Jil8urrection, and alao upon r~fnsing to engage to the king by an oath, have been 
cruelly imprisoned in the Gatehouse dungeon, and two of us also most abusively (with 
~hers) we e printed 81 traitor, altbough the thought of those, and such like acts of 
Violence a~ bloodshed, are eyen an abhorring to our souls. . . 
. And seeing e have the woad of the king passed to us, for our protectIon' under hJm 
JD our. liberti in our meet' to discharge our duty to our God and each to 
~therJ I til :y hat God bat if ted himself unto us in his revealed will, the 
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Holy Scriptures of truth, 10 long as Wt on our part., without acta of violence, hosti. 
lity, . plotting., contriving>, or underminlDSB, sball behave ourselves peaceably and 
quietly under him. .., . 

And seeing we, on our parts, have never ID the least forfeited our pnvllegel by &Dy 
thing that we have either acted or in the least inlbnded, and yet our .pe_ble and 
quiet meetings have been beset with rude aDd ,debauched soldIers, reodlDg and s,,!e.~ 
ing, attended with the rude rabble, and tbatslDce our late enlargement by tbe kIDS' 
coronation favour; and all this for speaking In the name of Jesus of Nazareth, •• a mn 
approved of God," Acts ii. !is- he that is pretendedly owned of you all, and yet con
tended for by you all; aDd yet such i. the inveteracy of the spirits of lOme, that they 
are eagerly fighting against those that in the singleDess of their soul. serve this Jesus 
in the footsteps of the flock of Gnd gone before; of whom, beesuse the king. the DO

hility, and the generality of the commonalty of this land of our nativity are mislo· 
formed of some of UI, and that we, with some, are of the judgment, u that killiug is DO 
murder," intend to lay a punishment upon us for the guilt and opinion of some whom 
we 8S little own as they that are ready to inflict the punishment; I have tberefore 
thought good once more to set pen to paper, and in piainneHs of speech to gh'e the 
king and his people, and you their representatives, a fresh discovery of the intents of 
our hearts and the btnts of our spirits, in the singleness of our souls, in the sight and 
presence of him who is the searcher of all h~rts, that sin-revenging God, who is of a 
more pure eye than to approve of or to behold iniquity with apl.robation thereunto. 

I shall therefore declare our judgments as to the present governor and government, 
and our opinion touching government simply so considered; aDd then I hope. Daniel 
like, neitber the king, his people, nor you their representative. sllaH find any just 
cause against us, lave in the matters of our God; in which (the Lord assisting us) we 
shall resolve in God's way to go on in, II and if therein we peris~ we perish." 

Aod therefore, first of all, I shall let YOll know that we do own government, IjIld 
tbat we both do aDd shall resolve. to be o~ient to governors, because they be ordain
ed of God, accordlDg to Rom . .,.a. 1, i. . Anrl, therefore, on our parts, we dare not 
)'csist them, but shall, according to verse 7. "Render unto them tribute, custom, fear, 
and honour." And for as much as we have seen the hand of him who changetl! the 
times and seasons, who removeth kings and setleth up kings, Dan. ii. 21, 57. Dan. v. 18, 
19, 1. Sam. xv. 1,23. 1. Sam. xvi. 12. to be greatm this chaugeins(}ttingupCharJes 
the Second; we do therefore own him to be the lawtul king of these three nations of 
England, Scotland. and Ireland, and to whom we ,hall willingly submit in all ci"il 
thin~s that we do find to he agreeable to the mind of God, revealed in that directory 
his Holy Scriptures of truth; and if at any time he shall require from us auy thing 
that we cannot in conscience actually obey him in, we shall not in the least ksist him 
violently, nor by force of arm, oppose him, but shall patiently sutfer under him the 
penalties for our not obeying him j and as we own him. bO we shall I'eceive. own, and 
obey, ac.tively or push-ely, aU others his civil magistrates set up and sent. by him for 
the pu~~hment of H evil .doers," and t~e" praise of them that (10 well," accordJDg to 
1 Pet. II, 13, .4, And thiS we shall do In the siDgleness uf our souls, without evuton&, 
equivoCo'ltions, or mental reservatioils" 

Secondly, As we do own magistracy to be of God. so we c,mnot look upon ouraelvr. 
to be concerned in the affairs ~Jf this or any other natioo, so as to ha\"e to do wltb ~ 
vernment, as to our own particulars, although we were endowed with sucb \f;uaJifica.. 
tions and estates a8 might render U8 capable thereof; becautle we look -upon oUnI(:ives 
to be a people U chosen out of the world," and such as shall be "hated of the wodd," 
John xv. 19.; and for the ,oke aDd nawe of Christ, <hall be .. haled It.tor. kings, rulea, 
governors, magi.trale., aDd councils of this world," "" he mmeelf hath fortuld .... Matt. 
l<. 17, 18. Mark "iii. 9. "For all that will live godly in ChriJt Jetul .hall .. 1ft. ~r. 
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oecution," !I Tim. iii. III. And therefore we look upon it to be our duties to bebave 
ourselves as pilgrims and strangers on earth, as the flock of God ~ne before us did 
and were, Heb. xi. 13. I. Pet. ii. 11. "And to sit 1008e to the thlDgS of this world, 
and to use the world as if we used it not, and as not abusing it, It 1. {;or. vii. 8q, 31.; 
but that our moderation therein, and in all things, U may be known to all men, because 
the Lord is at hand," Phil. iv, 15. and nut Martha like, to be too muth "cumbered 
with the things of this world," but with Mary, .. to look after that oue thiug necessary, 
and to choose that good part which ,hall uot be taken from us," Luke x. 41, 42. And 
as 'We are 'f rileD with Christ, so to seek those things which are above, where Christ 
,illetb at the right hand of the Father," Col. iii. I. "And 80 to lay up for ourselves 
trea6urea in HeaveD, where neither rust nor moth do corrupt, and where thieves can
not break through nor 8teal," Matt. vi. 20. 

Thirdly, We shall and do own the parliament of England, convened and gathered 
together by the king'" writs, to be the lawful, and only lawiul assembly of the nation, 
for the confirming, establishing, making, and repealing of laws and statutes tor the 
better well-being of the nation in civil things; but we cannot find, from the word of 
God, any warrant for the greatest of men or councils, either civil or ecclesiastical. to 
alter or abrogate any of the laws of God made by that great Council of Heaven, or to 
prescribe any other kind or manner of worship than what the great Jehovah in his 
Magna Charta, the holy scriptures of truth, hath established, ratified and confirmed 
by Of miracles, signs and wonders, and divers gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his 
own will,"~ Heh. ii. 4., and in which the flock of God. gone before us, acted. who con
tinued " IStedfastly in the apostle's doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking ot bread, 
and prayer," Acts ii. 42., to which directory only we both do, must, and shall COll

form to. and none other. And if, by the hands of the rude multitude, by your conti
nued toleration, or otherwise by your appointments, we shall therein or therefore pe
rish, we perish; yet I cannot but by the way let you know, that for some time past I 
have observed and taken special notice, tb41. whenJ>ariiaments have gone about that 
work of settling and ordering of matters concerninrthe worship and service of God, 
th~tr designs have suddenly been blasted, tllt~ir councils contounded, and their ent'mies, 
foreign or domestic, encreased; by which means they have been forced to leave that 
work, or else by the hands of those that called them, or by the army's force, they have 
been violently dispersed . 
. And now I sball really inform you of our resoiutioJJs herein, and shall declare, that 
If this great a!lsembly shall go 00 to intermeddle with the regulating of our conscien
ces as to the worship and service of our God, or give it into the hands of the church
JUen of England 80 to do, we shall not, by force of arms, nor the least violence, op
pose them, nor comply with any that shall oppose them; neither shall we resolve to 
conform to them in the least, in what is inconsistent with the laws of our God, left us in 
tcril'ture record; but, UDder our penalties for our refusals, we shan, with Israel of old, 
groan under such Egyptian bondage; and we question not but that tile captain of our 
salvation, in his. own due time, by a m;~hty hand and stretched out arm, will release 
a.nd relieve U8, to the comfort of his poor oppressed suifering ones, and to the confu4 
tHOn of his aDd his people's enemies; and, with Israel of old, we shall resoh'e to 
H stand still aDd behold the .alvation of our God," which ht: will work tor us, let our 
lutlering. be "nd.r (you or them) what they will, for our not actually obeying man's 
traclitloQs. 

Fourthly, We Iook"pon it to be our bounden duty, notwithstanding though we 
.uller for it by the hands of men, yet to follow the direction 01 KID)( Jesus, the car.
tam of our aal"t10D, who him.elf was "made perfect through 5ufferlfigs," Heh. Ii. 
10., ·who. u.t bisoWD flock migllt ,the. better avoid that gre.t clanger of forswearing, 
Mh .. . by iB'l"_c:e, forgetf .......... mi.takings, or by reason of fear, iilvour, or' allee
lion, be penwadetb them .. not to swear at al~" Matt. v. 34., who also telletb us, Matt. 

9 
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v. 20., that u except our righteousness .shall exceed the righteousness of the Scribe" 
and Pharisees, we;: sha1l in no wise enter into the kingdom of heaven; and therefore, 
in verse S7, he requireth that our Yea should be ~ ea, and Qur N~y, Nay; ao.d ~e .~d. 
deth this a" a reason, tor, saiLh he, " Whatsoe\'er IJ more than th,lS cometh of eVil, or 
of that e\·jl·one; as much as if he should have sait'J, when you either assert or deny a 
thing. yt)u shall do it with such singleness ?f heart, and with such sincprity of soul, 
being in me, or in my way, order, or worship, as that you shall not cal~se the nan~e of 
Ood, nor his gospel, to be blasphemed or eVil spok~n of, by reaSon of your deceItful 
(leoia1s or affirmings, but that you speak the truth III me, who am maue of my Father 
I.Into you, both" wisllom. righteousness, sanctification, and redemption;" and so am 
become to you the" Lord your righteousness," Jer. xxiii. 6., who, as 1 judge, doth not 
tye us distinctly to the circums~ance of the ttrms~ Yea and Nay, but to.the substan~e 
of the verity or truth of the thmg asserted, although the terms may (hffer, as do Ills 
own, who saith, H Verily, verily, I say unto you," John iii. S., who alsa us~tb the 
~amc exp~essiol1 above. twen~y .tilDes in that Gospel ~>Y St John, the .which verll.r,· v~~ 
rily, had It been an eVil, or If It had come of that eVil one, and he himself speaklDg It 
hau been his evil, to have tied us from it as all eviJ, and )'et acted it himself; and 80 

he would have laid himself uDder a guilt, the which to say I really believe is no Jess 
than blasphemy; so that he tieth us, as I judge, not to the circumstance of the words, 
but to the substance of the matter, and that without swearing, in saying, "Swear not 
at aU;" so that though we cannot swear to King Charles, yet we can and shall 00 
f:reely willing to promise to King Charles what we can safely aDd upon a scripture ac
count promise. And as we are not ourselves free to plot, contrive, nor by force of 
a.rms to undermine him nor his government, so to prevtnt the shedding ot blood, and 
the breach of the peace of the three nations, we shaH and will be ready and willing to 
discover all plots, conspiracies, or allY thing that by force of arms we shall know of 
against him, to some justices of the peace, or (ltber his ministers, within twenty-four 
hours after the knowledge of such plot or force intended; and shall resolve (the Lord 
assisting us) to be as true anll faithful in our yeas and nays, whether promissary or tel~ 
timonial, to King Charles and his subjects, of what rank or quality soever they be, a. 
our brethren of Holland are to the States, and to their fellow-citizebs and townsmen: 
And we hope vur peliormanccs therein will be found far more reallhan the multitudes 
dther are or ha\'e ueen, who have been ready to swear for this to-day and against it 
to-morrow; whose own interests generally cause their mouths to open in such swear
ings and forswearings more than conscience; the which we dare not do Jest we be 
found trall~gl'essing the law of our Saviour, and his faithful servant, who 8lY, H Swear 
not, and swear not at all," l\htt. v. 34. Jam. v. 12. 

Fifthly, We look upon it. to be our duties, to be a peaceable, a. quiet, a harmless, 
and an innocent people, and to keep ourselves from all manner of acts of war, violence, . 
and h~stility; because to, kill, inslave, bri~g under, ruin, or destroy, our friends were' 
m.olt !uhurnane; and to 00 s~.to our enemies we dare not, because our lawgiver, by 
~IS fa'.thfull servant, Ron~. XII,.17, &c. req~ireth \IS to " recompense to no man elil 
tOT eVil, but that. we pT~vlde tlungs l.on~st IU the sight of aU men;" and that if possi .. 
hie, as much as III us heth, we should live peaceably with all men; who requireth US 

not to "B\'enge oursc)vt'S: but rather to give place unto wrath ." because it is writteD 
>, vengeance is mine, and I will repay it, saith the Lord ;" therefore saith he I'if 
thine enemy hunger, f~ed him; if he thirst, give him d~jnk; for in so d~ing thou'shalt 
heap coats of fire on JlIS head i and be not overcome With evil but overcome evil with 
good:" yea, and 80 saith Our Saviour j)imself, Matt. v.44. "But J say unto you, love 
your enemies, ~Ie~s them that cune ),out do good to them that hate you,.and pray for 
them that despitefully use you; that !o". Dlay be (or that you may evide.you .... lv •• 
to be) the cllIldreu of your Father, wblch IS 1D Heaven; for he maketb the IRIIl to rise OD 
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the evil and on the good, ano his rain to fall on the just and on tbe unjust: for if you 
love them which 100'e you, what reward have ye? Do not even the publicans the same? 
And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? ~o ~o.t f:\'en the 
publicans the same? Be ye ther(."fo, perfect, even as your Father, which 18 10 lIea\'t'n, 
JS perfect." And we look upon it to be our duties to follow our Lord and Mar;ter, who 
left. himself a pattern for us to follow, who saith, Mlltt. xi. 29. I, Learn of me, for I am 
}()W'iy and mef"k. and ye shall, find rest for your souls i" who, saith the apostle. 1. Pet. 
ii. 2J, ~,. "When he was reviled, re\·iled not again; when he suffered, he thrratent:d 
not; but committed himself to him who judgcth Ti n-hleousl),." Much more might be 
said to their particular, the which, for brevity's sake,' shall omit; and shall thus affirm, 
that for this cause, anti such requirements as th('se art', we (Iare not ha\'e to do with 
weapons of war, nor that the acts of violence in any case be found in our hands, no 
not fol' the best things, and to advance or promote either the gospel or kingdom of 
Christ by any such way or means, we dare not in the )past ha\'e" so Dluch as a thought, but 
Jook upon it to be our duties patiently to wait, and earnestly, according to that other 
requirement of Christ, to pray, "That his kingdom may (,Olll t' , It that so his "wiJI 
rna,. be clone on earth as is in Heaven," Matt. vi. 10. And as we ha\'c clec1al(·tJ in tile 
said <1eclaratioll, in J659, Of that we could not hold society with, nOr own those that 
were in the same faith and order \\·ith us, and from whom we tht'll ~tootl at a distance, 
that acted with the carnal weapons, weapons of war, nnd acts of hostility then ;" so 
3t11l, Wit look upon it to be our bounden outy so to do, brcause it is so frequ ently for ... 
bidden in scripture, and also because it briugeth 5ul.:h an odium upon the truth, and 
also upon the peaceable people of God that are in gospel order, and walk clost: to the 
appointments of Christ in al1 his ordinances, and in ('hurch-fellowship, as it is at this 
day: And therefore we cannot have to do with any such as do so Rct, or that look 
upon it to be their Ijber~ies or privileges so to act; and shall have as little to do with 
them now as then, or With anyone that hath so acted, unless they shall freely rdin· 
quish the same, and shall acknowledge their failing and e\'il in their so acting, whether 
it be either against or for King Charles the First, or King Charlt:s the Second; it being 
so ctoearly made out to us, and also to several of them that formerly so acted, from 
the Holy Scriptures: to be contrary to the 'qualifications of'a gospel disciple to have to 
do with weapons of war, or the sword of slaughter, whose weapon only ought to be 
the U sword of the spirit, which is the word of God, to cut down, kill, and slay, 
w!)und, an d bring under every imagination, and every high thought that t"xalteth it
self against the knowledge of Jesus Christ ;" and to bring e\'ery soul to the obellience 
of Christ, in aU his laws, statutes, ordinances, and appointments: 1 n order whereunto, 

Sixthly, We look upou it to be agreeable to the pure will and mind of Goel, that 
~here be a fn~ e toleration for men and women to worship God, without either con. 
straint or restraint; and that no acts of violence be used against them therein, to force 
tbf.. constience of any, no not the meanest of the sons and daughters of rnen, of what 
persulbion or judgment soever they be of; because J esus Christ, out of that exceed· 
~ng love of the Father, was sent u to lay dl)wn his life for the sins of the world," John 
1.29· .. and to be a redempti(}O for that first transgrtssion,'" Heb. ix. 15. uuder the guilt 
o.r which all the whole bulk of mankind that ever were, are, or ever shall be, by imputa
tion, do lie under i and from the punishment of which, by Jesus Christ, they shali all 
be released and rettored, Rom. v. 18. And not only 80, but they are also, by Jesus 
Chn8t, that second Adam, brought into a capacity to }l8ve that salvation that is in 
Jesus Christ, with eternal glory, t Tim. ii. 10. whose wofk was to .. come to seek 
and to lave that which waa lost,'" 8S he himself saith, l..uke xix. 10. And therefore 
I~e gave cot his univmal commission, the benefit whereof extendeth to aU; and there
tor. \0 be p .... hed 10 aU, Matt. n.viii. 19. Mark xvi. 15. 

And we bavlng \hi, univenal gotpel \0 preach, to wit, .. That God Wa& in Christ, 
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recondlingtbe world unto himself by Jesus <?h.rist, not imputing.tbei! tr .. p ..... un~ 
to tbtm. and hath comm~tted unt('l us the mlb!Jtry of reconclhatlon; now then we 
are ... amb .... c1ors for ChrISt, a.. though God did beseech you by no; we pray you 
(yeaHyou ~re.t tall cedars of England) r we pray] ,3ou in Christ stead be ye reconci
led un'to God:' 2 Cor. v. 19. ,0 And have a car~ I beseech you, in the fear of the 
-great Jeho"ah, that ye neither slight OUT message, as you ~ender the good ~fyour ~wn 
lOulo to eternity; oel ther be ye, I pray you, as those Pban .... and hy!",cTltes, agat..,! 
whom a wo was rronounccd by our muter King Jeau!, Matt. xxiii. IS. who shbt 
up the kin~dom 0 Ht'aven a~inst men, who neither desired to go in tbemselvest nor 
suffered those that were entermg to go in: Ob, I beseech you, have a care of thil, for 
men are ba('kward enough of themselves; and should yon but seem to hinder them, 
happily their disobedience may be put upon your score; and be tbat i. found forward. 
now to hinder, will be found most guilty at that day when Christ shall dispense to 
every man according as his work shall be, 2 Cor. v. to. Oh, I beseech you onct: agaia, 
yea and again I inLreat you, have a care everyone of you, as you tender your own 
~ to eternity, that you hinder none, though ever 10 rich nor ever so poor; for God 
J5 .. no respecter of persons; but in every nation he that feareth him and worketh 
1'ighteousness, is accepted of him:' Acts x. S4. Hinder none, be they ever 50 young, 
nor ever 80 old; for our householder, the malter of our family, Jesus Christ, who i. a 
eon over his own house, comes to some early in the moroillg, MatL xx. 1. &c. even 
whilst they are tender and young, even so soon as they come to reason and undentaud
ing. God, by the incomings of his Holy Spirit, COnle8 to hire them into his vineyard : 
To some he comes at the third hour in their youth; to others at the sixth ho.ur in their 
manhood j to others at the ninth hour in their declining age j aDu to .ome again at 
lhe eleventh hour, even in their nld age. 0 then I .ay again, I beseech you have a 
care that none be hindred of their entrance into the vineyard of Christ, of DO age or 
aex whatsoever; for he may be loitering in the market-place of the world this day that 
may be hired into the vineyard of Jesus Christ to·morrow ; for Christ of a persecuting 
Saul may suddenly make a preaching Paul j one voice from Heaven can do it. through 
mewy I know it by good experience, and therefore I am the bolder to assert it; aDd 
that provoketh me the more earnestly to beg again and again that no violence be used, 
because the householdE>r, Matt. xx. 1. is said to hire, Dot to frighten, nor beat, force, 
or constrain~ but. to ~ire labo~rers to go into his vineyard.. telling them what they shall 
have for thelT palOs If they Will labour when they are there. And as I told the kiDIf in 
my Fanatic's Mite, jn pase th~ ninth of the lut impression, II That a gospel mIDi. 
ster was Dot at a general In an army, to frighteD. beat, or tight mtn jnto faith, but II 
an ambassador to persuade and invite, and gently treat with, and to intreat into the 
way of God, the one being gospel or evangelical, but the way of force being diabolical 
and of the devil, and proceedeth from the fruit. of the flesh," a part whereof I told th. 
mayor of London, 10 ChfJstlan love to hIS .oul, the danger whereof. in my Alarm 
given to him in his Quarters, in page 34, in which ,orne of them are clearly laid 
down, .and h?w ther will excluo., a soul from Heaven'. glory. 

Agam, It II reqUired, that" all things be tried, ana that which is good be held 
flut ;" but how shall tbere be a tryiug of all tbings if there be a constraint only'" oue' 
for, how caD there be a choice where the trying any but one is restrained 1 the which 
restraint confounds the choice. Again, if those of the episcopal gO\'emment do look 
upon ~ol~ratlon or "berty of conSClence, SImply so considered, to be • siD, tben I 
query If It be not an eVil to tolerate any; and whether that evil ia not then more ag_ 
gra~ated if they shall tole~t~ t!lat opinion or ,!,Iision tbat tbey would bave ua ow_ 
agamst, because they say It II Idolatroua and slDtul? And whether there i. not a far
ther aggravation, if the worser be allowed and the better be ouppreased I And whether 
tbey will not evidence themselves to be .Ilch as judge not as God jwlgetb. if they ,hall 
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tolerate tbe great, tbe rich, and migbty, <lnd suppre .. the mean, the poor, and, the 
low ? when God (I respecteth not persons, but ioevery Dltion he that feareth him, and 
worketh righteousness, is accepted of him. o. . 

Ano therefore, I weu!d earnestlY beg everr one (the bent of whose .~irit carrielh 
him th~t way) according to the reqf:lirement ot the apoltle, "to try their spirits whether 
they are of God or n~t," t. John. iv. 1. and ~ examine tht:ir ~ilid.om i~ this case of 
persecution, whether It be that ,!Isdom that IS from above, which IS :f firstyure, then 
pe.ceabl~, gentle and e,"Y}o' be In,treaterl, full of mercy and good fruIts, WIthout par
tiality, WIthout hypocnay, Jam. III. 17, 

Whether it be without partiality I whether they would be willing to be .erved so 
themselves? whether, if they have at any time undergone persecutJon for conscience 
sake, and have not cried out against it as abominable, as the ltoman Catholics and 
Episcopals have done in that grand usurper Oliver Cromwell's d~ys, and the general 
Baptists, confident I am should have done, had lIe lo~ger contl~ued; even as they 
with others now do, and as that people ofthe Presbytenan persuasion suddenly (unless 
o:y judgment greally fail me) will do, if this horrid Rome-bred persecuting spirit .tilL 
be predominant in England, w~ich is contrary to the true spirit of GoJ, whose fruit 
is love, joy, peace, long suffertng, gentleness, goodutss, meekness, and h::mpel'ance, 
against which there is no law ~ no law of God, altho~gh thtre ~e now some 100W~ .of 
maD intended to be mad. agam,t th"111: Oh I that tillS wore takmg UpOIl your SpIrIts 
that now sit at the stern ! 

W .. not your loyalty to King Charles the Firat and King Charles the Second a. 
great cause of your hardships, most of you? How fared it with you, you that were 
continually iq England? Were not those that bore sway in England your continual 
tormentors, your fear. and daily dread? and thOle that wert DOt away did they not 
feel the smart of it? Did you not ail, both abr9au and at home, cry out of oppressioD, 
cruelty, and tyranny I Did you cry. out of tbem, and think you tbat others will not. 
cry out of you if you be found such actors to others? 'Vas it evil in them to use you 
so for your loyalty to King Charle.? And tan you be so cruel to those that are loya~ 
to King Jesu., and never ACted any thing against King <.:hnrles the .First, nor King 
Charles the Second, or against the meanest of you, nor ever took part with them tbat 
did I Did the hand of God foUow them for their crnel and unjust actings to you and 
the king, as most of you do· say it did I And call YOIl be the .ame to others for their 
loyalty to him who hath righted you of them, and brought you to your own again. 
and that agailll~aome of them too th.t never got the worth of one farthing by all 
their pillaging., plunderings, or sales, neither of goods nor lands? Can you be can, 
tented to enjoy your OWn f And are you not williug that tho~ that never hanned you 
should.,njoy thei,,? Are you glad that you are brought 'into .the laDd of your nativity 
again? And would you now mo.~ unjustly jostle otbers out? Are you now setting up 
that worship that you judge to be agreeable to the mind of God? And will you now 
fcree othera to forsake what they are, penuaded to I 

Ob! that you ,would but conoider wllat your nwn oppressions were, . and who you 
are now about to oppre .. : le~ not 'your fury, nor revenge, faU heavy upon the inno
cent: Why .bould iniq.ity ""d injustice be found in your handa I 

Oh I con.ider with youraelves apart,. and .discoune it each with other seriously, 
what Ncb ajudgtaent u r, ~n the .ingl ...... of my 80ul, bavo laid !refore you, can 
Or ev~r did do you ·harm.; who never did any acta o£ violence .for nor against you 01" 

thekmg. uor.eVCT .halt teaolve to dQ; wbobavenotgone .with a defenaivewtapon, 60 
"'ucb ~ to defelld.myaelf willi, .aboNe.theae ·fifl.een yea,,; and am of tbe same judg
lent WIIb our b.etbrel1 of Hollaild, Whose inooceot and bar",le" behaviour, confident 

:001, man)"of yo¥, . in that time.of your abscoce from this laud of your nativity, are 
o:<ll.all<f<WlIlI:Ii with I ~be wbich ,1 .... confident Ibe allict .. ! of you have II" just ex , 
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ceptiotJ arrainst either for endeavouring to undermine government, or to pull down 
~ , • . od 

go\"ernors, or, by fraud or force, to ha\'e to do with any mans POSSe3SlOn, go S, or 
estate j who am willing to do by another as I would ha\'~ another do f~y me, and am 
85 willing another should live as myself, whoseendea}'oul's. m all my teac.hlllbP8, have been 
to persuaoe persons to forsake and 3'"oid all acts of violence and oppresslon,an.d to.cleave 
to God w·ith purpose of heart, and to persuade those that ha\'e owneo God In his own 
way. to continUl~ stc(Jtast in the same, and to prove faithfull to him, whose laws tea,ch 
the uest IO)'Cllly to our earthly princes. and purest love to aU, yea to our very ene
mies, who with singleheartedness to all, and, without eithc:r fawning or flattery, have 
and shall still resolve to tell everyone with whom I have to do, the worst of the-ir 
cOIIJltion, and shew them the danger they are in by reason of their misactings; with 
:111 earnt'st desire that, in order to their eternal well-being, they would refuse the e\-n 
and choose the good_ 

And so 1 have at this time done with you, the great council of the nation, and if 
for my plainness of speech either as to'the matter or manner of it, you shall become 
mine enemy, because I deale so plainly with YOll, I shall let you know, that, not
,\--itl1standing, I shall, in the singleness of my soul, pray for you and for your con .. 
version, not in the lea'it endeavouring or plotting your confusion. 

Ano now I shall earnestly desire both the kjng, his people, and you their repre
sentatil'e, to jUffge with equity our innocent cause, that so, when you shall your .. 
selves be summoned at that great session, before that great tribunal and righteous 
Judge, who shall give to every man according as his work mall 'be, that then you be 
tound innocent and without blame as to your actings against the peaceable ones of 
Christ's flock: whose sentence of either, U Come, ye blessed, inherit the kingdom," 
or, H Go, ye cursed, into" everlasting fire," will be of an eternal extcn~ and that upon 
the account of men's actings to his people. either for doing them good, or for refusing 
to do them that good they rniO'ht ha\'e done them; who looketh upon what is either 
neglecteu or done to them tote clone nnto himself: And hence it is that 'he uttered 
that from Heal'en, saying, ~'Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? I am Jesus whom 
thou persecutest," Acts ix. 3, 4, And after the same manner will be his sentence at 
that great day of account, even, "Go, ye cursed, into everJasting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels; for when I was hungry, ye fed me not; and naked, ye cloth
ed me not; sick, and in prison, and ye visited-me not; for inasmuch as ve did it nQt 
to one of these little ones, ye did it not unto me." .. 

Ob then, I b •• cecb tbee, whoever thOll be, that art of a persecuting spirit, I say 
again, I would beg thee ~eriousJy to consider, Oh persecuting spirit, that if the Lord 
Christ will thus severely punish the neglect;Dg the doing good to his peoplt:, when 
hungry, naked, sick, and imprisoned, what then will be the portion of those that 
cause them to come into such difficulties and straits as imprisonments, hungeringt', 
nakedness, and sickncu j and cause them to be thrown, as it were, on heaps, OIlCl 
upon another, as some of the Baptists lately have been, sixty in one room, some nine 
foot broad and fourteen ~oot long in Newgate: And much after the same way in 
several other saols and pnsons in the nation, enough to breed infectious and di&eases, 
had not the God whom we serve appeared mightily on our behalfs. 

And seeing the eternal IJcntence will be: so sc:vere against such vjolent actors, in l~ve 
to their souls I cannot cboo.e but give them a timely caution, and in their behalti, 
with that servant of the Lord, Deut. xxxii. 29. cry out and say, ~ 0 that they were 
wi •• , that they would u~dersta.nd thi., that thty would consider their latter end." , .• 

. And now let !lot the kll1g, hIS pee,.., nor hIS people be angry, and I will 'Peat ,1nIt 
tbls once more In the .behalf of myself, and. all that are 'Of the separation, of wtiat judg
ment soever, tbat so, Iflosslble, J may be Instrumentahbat tbe peaceofd1e ... tiIm tic 
J>rescrvcd and kept; an this I sball humbly beg, that if you are not WIlling tbat we 

I 
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should serve our God in that way which we have recei,'ed, out that we shall be taken 
into custody for our so duing, that then you would comolissionate soml:: peace~officers 
for that work to have to do with us, and that we be not left to the mercy of tbe 
rude JDultitude, nor the violent laws of the mercenary soldiers, whose actl11gs to
wards the peaceable have been very rude and inhumane in Londoll and Westllli;l!)t('r; 
where, at one mt!eting. they wounded oue man so dangerously on the arm, that it is 
greatly feared he willlo.e the use of one of his hands. 

At another meeting-pIJce .. ·.they ruddy came and t.lrank up the wine that was pro
,·jded by that congregation to celebrate that holy ordinance of communicating at the 
table of the Lord. 

At another mee~ing.placer the congrt'gation being genera1ly dispersed before they 
came, in revenge whereof the soldiery set on the rude multitude to break in pieces the 
tahle that they used to make use of to celebrate the Lord's Supper upon. 

At another meeting-place they rudely bthaved tht'mse\ves, violently casting some of 
them head~long down the stairs, but the ~tairs·beillg winding, and snme people upon 
them, the force of the falls (through mercy) being thereby broken, there was not 
much harm done as to the people; the greatest harm that was done was by one of tht 
soldiers to himself j for he set that up then upon 11is own score, the which (unrepellt
cd of) will exclude him Heaven'g glory, if the saying of our apostle be trut', in 1 Cor. 
vi. 9. who would not have men to he deceived, for, saith he, " neither fornicators, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor eff'tminate, nl)1' abusers of themselves with nlankind, nor 
thieves, &c. shall inherit the kingdom of God:" And such was one of them who stole 
3. Bible, as I am informed by one, who saith, that at the very interim of time char· 
ged him with it in the face of the congregation; and jf such acts of de~eit should be 
winked at and allowed, we 6hould be in as bad a condition as when our houses were 
searched upon the late insurrection, when who would came and forced into houscs~ 
and took and bore away what they pleased, to the great hindrance of some, as can be 
clearly evidenced j and when our pockets were searched ill the main guard, and our 
knivea and other things taken from us, and never restored to us again; and if such 
acts ofvioiencc be not restrained, our peaceable and well·governed land, in a short 
time may (it is to be feared) hecome Acheldama. 

And therefore, in the behalf of myself and all others, whose light it is to walk in n 
separat<..'<i way, if by your appointments we shall be taken into custo<ly for our peace· 
able meeting to~ether in the service of our God, 1 shall humbly beg that. we may ha,,'c 
the privileges of free-born Englishmen, and that which the wor~t of offenders p.njoy ; 
who, though the laws, both of God and man, will condemn to the shamefullest death, 
yet they are apprehended by peace officers, and peaceably preserved from the hands of 
,'iolence and cruelty till they be legally charged, adjudged, and condemned; the which 
llecurity, if this great assembJy shall vouchsafe us, and that the nation be forbidden to 
make any tumultuous insurrections contrary to the peace of the nation, and that they 
forbear to commit any acta of violence upon us, elther in our peaceabJe assemblings 
together, or apart at our habitations, or eloewhere, till further order from the assembly; 
the which, if this national assembly shall vouchsafe u. the pnvilege of, we shan in all 
humility and thankfuln~ acknowledge it; but if not, yet it shall be our great care ill 
0.ur meetings, to perform our duties in obedience to our God, and to follow that Chris .. 
tJan ad~iceof,>his servant, ia J Tim. Ii. 1. "To make prayers, supplications, interces~ions, 
and giviag of thank. for all men, for kings, and.1l that are iu authority; that under 
~bem we may lead. peaceable and quiet life in all godliness and hon.oty, because it 
I~ good and accqr,table in thot light of God our Saviour:" and this shall be the resolu
tIon of hinl,woo.e only end lWd!lim i. the glory of God, the good of the king, the 
well-beins.of, iIia-pe<>plA:,: aad tbe ctm>&l benefit of aU your 60ul8 ; 
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Who in the singlene,s of heart, iR the sight of the all-aeeing Ged, .hall su","cribe 
himself a friend to your souls, in order to your eternal well-being, in the behalf 
Qf himself and those hr hath communion withall. 

HEIIRY AD ... 

111< Naked Trut" or the True Stale of lite Primilive Cllurch. By tin lIumble Moder.· 
to;, lIerbert Crllft. BIShop 'If Heriford. as 'tJerily suppo .. d • . 

• Zac:h. viii. 19. Love the trulh aud peace. 
Gal. iv. 16. Am I therefore become your .oem.)', -becausc I tell you !.be truth 1 

Anno 1675. 

The loyal, pioua, and moderate author of the following treauae was Herbert Croft, third aon of Sit 
Herbert Croft of Croft Castle. He was educated to the cburch, but had scarcely attained the 
silualion of -dean of Hereford, when the civil wan broke ouL His temper being IlS firm ai 
gentle, he continued to preach in behalf or the king and church of England, until the parJi .. 
mentary soldiers threatened to fire upon him in the 'pulpit. He also .uffered from strattened 
circumstances, until, in 1659, he 8ucceeded to the fami1y estate of his fUlher by the !ucces.ive 
deaths of his two brothen. Upon tbe restorolion he was promoted, in 1001, to the bishopric of 
Hereford, then VAcant by the death of Nioolus Monk, brolQer to the restorer of toonarehy. 

In 1675, the disaensiom among English protestantl rose to such a height, that this pious bi.hop, 
with otber moderate divine., began toentertain feare that popery might enter throug-Ii the breach. 
In order to nvcrt such a cnlamity. he published the follol' iD~ moderaling pamphlet, emi. 
nent for its charitable and truly Christian spirit, and to whiCh It can ollly be obJected, ilia 
the palSioD' and prejudices on both sidea rendered the purpose which it labours to effect &1to
gether iOlPOlsiblc . The tract had, however, 3 prodigious circulatiun, and doubt.lpss,lImong the 
cool and U'I'lsible penons of all leets, made 10lae cOllvertl. Bishop Croft lltU'vived the revolu
';on, and died in 169/. 

Anthoay Wood s-ivel the following account of the Naked Truth, and of the long and warm co~ 
troversy 10 winch its appearance gave occa.ion;-

Sf The Naked Truth; or the true State of the Prir!litive Church, Lond. 1675. quo ibid. 1680 foJ. 
The appearance of lhill "book al such a lime (167~) was1ike a comeL ff It drew (u one aaitb). 
the eye. of all that could look upon it. It Wat a clivme m~nif"talion of a Christian spirit 
oflove." And certainly, as-thaL pious endea"X)Ur hath encreased hill (the autho('s)comforll to 
he hath ~ol lo't aU his labour.; for . swce \1II1L we have had more oyt;l'lurel of peac~ thaa 'we 
]lear~ of 10 many years ~fore of dllcord and ~roublel frum tb~ learned in the church of Eng
land, ,8t(". 11)uII a certam lukewarm coaforml8t (quoted bere 10 the marflm) in beh.lf of .the 
non--conJorUlisli, who, as they before hlld a great. esteem for John Hale» hi. book of schilQ1 10 
al much, if not Dlore, nOIr( for this, which they characterize with grand encomiums. Will. len .. 
kyn, ODe ofthe principal heads of them, while he lived, style. it, -among olhen, Traclahu~; 
a:nd Aod~ew Morvell, who, after he had ~rmed) the author of it judiciouf, learned, cooacien

. tlOUS, a "neere protcltant, and a true 100, IfllOt a father, of the cburch of EDgland, uith • qf tbe 

I Ed~atd Peal'le, ia bi, book, intitled the Conforutl third Plea (or NODroruona.it:tI, &c. Load. lG8f, quo iA dat SrfI 
and teCOnd page or the pm.ce, 

'In hi, Celel.llma, p. 9, 
S J n bie preface to his book elllil1ed Mr SoairU.oa $he Di,ine Mode) &c. 
~ II'ld.'p,5. 
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book itself, lhat tr, 'Til a treatite which, if not. for ill opposer (meaning Frnncis TU!'Rcr. ~ hom h(' 
-ca11s Mr Smirke) needs no commendatioD, being wrjt with that evidence And demonlllf'llion or 
'r.irit that all ,ober men cannot but give lht'ir U8!ient and consent tf} it unasked. It is n bllo1. (If 
lUlt kind that no Christian scarce can peruse it without wishin~ himself to be the nut!.or, awl 
(1100011 imagining that he is 80; th.e ~oncepti.ons there,in b"eing ot ~o ele~nal idea, I hill, cH'ry man 
find. it to be but a copy of the onglOai 01 Ills own mmd, &.e. 1 he laid book making a ~rea' 
noise at its firat publication, it was 800n after an.wered by &everal persons, 1\5 (I.) by Frnnl', 
Turner, D. O. head or master of 8t John', college ill Cambridge, in 8 bookeentitledJ i\nimud
versions on a Panlphlet entitled The Nahd Truth, kc. Printed twice ill 1676 io quo (2.) Uy 
the author of La Taiiunu, or the Author of the Ntlked Truth stript naked. LonJ. W76, qu. 
supposed then to be written by Dr Pet. Gunnin.~, Bi'hop of Chichester, concerning which 
buok the author I before mentioned saith thus: It But ns to a new book fresh come out, entit
led the Author of the Nak~d Truth stript naked (to the Fell. or to the .kin) that hieroglyphicnl 
quibble of the great gun in the title page will not excuse Bishop Gunning; for his sermon i'J 
still expected." I guess that the word Fen, included before in the parenthesis, to allucle tH 
Philip Fell, fellow of Eaton College, who wa, then generally supposed to be the author of Lu 
7'alionu before mentioned, at its first coming forth, though some (as I remember) .aid that DI 
,Villiam Lloyd, Dt:au of Bangor, was the author of it. The &aid .Bish()p Gunning, soon aftl'r 
the publi~hing of the Naked Truth, preached tl smart and learned Sl'rmon before the kill!! 
agRjnst it, which was much talked of, and expected in print, being commanded, as 'twas said, 
by his majesty to do it: aud therefore it gave occasion to Andrew Marvell, llt~ fore quoted, tt) 
say that Mishop Gunning'liI sermoJn is 8till expected. (s.) By Gilbert Burnet, n. 1). ill his Look 
called, A modest Survey of the most cOIIsiderable Things, in a Uiscoursc lately puhlisht'd entitled 
The Naked Truth, Lond. 1676. quo This, I say, WlLS wrilten by Dr Burnet (though bis name is nol 
set to it) because I have seen it reckoned as his ill fI catalogue of those books written by hlln 
put at tbe end of another by a book~cl1er, 10 shew thaI .uch Looks were sold by him. Thus fu' 
the answer~ of the said book called the Nuked Truth, which (a" ( underslund I!.)' a letter wril .. 
ten by a knowing gentleman, a neighbour of Bishop Croft, in l-ferefordshire, dated 13th June, 
1616, was then lately (ali he was credibly intormcd) translated into French by the Hugonct'l, 
who are at great variance about it, some liking it, others not, &.c. 1'he reader mlly be 110\\ 

pleased to L:now that, besides tbc Ilforesaid_llamphlet, entitled the Naked Truth, have heen olhcl 
parts "inee published, entitled the Nakcd Truth, but not written by the salOe author. Such ale 
thcse, (1.) the Naked Truth, the secontl Palt, ill several Enquiries concerning the Canons and 
F.cclesiastical Jurisdiction, &.C. Lond. W11, in 17 sh. in 1'01. which book, wilh a Vindicn
tnn of the Naked Truth, the second I'art, against lhe"trivial Objections of one Fulwood a in a 
libelling pamphlet, called ugn A''f5lia, &.c. w~rc written by Edmmld Hick€'l'inghil1, rector of 
All-Saints church in Colchester, first a pensioner uf SI John's coli. in CaOlbridl?e, then, in 
1650,jun. bach. fellow uf Gonvill and Cui us college, soon after a lieutenant in the I.::ng li ~h army 
in Scotland, then a captain in Illajor.g~ n. or gCD. major Fleetwood', reg i[J, cn t ~ when h e was the 
Swedish ambaS$8dor in England Irom Carolus Gustavus, nnd afterwards nULhor of J :uuaica re
\·jvell, with aU the Port'i, Harbours, kc. thereunto be longing, &.c. Lond. J6tH. oct. sec. edit. ('2.) 
The third Part of Naked Truth, or some sl'riou'> Considerations that are of bigh Concelll to the 
ruliog Clergy of England, Scotland, or nny other Protesttlnt Nation, &.c. Loud. 1681, in 11 sb. 
in fo1. t'here is no Dame to it, but a noled duthor,3 who calls it. n po,thumousbook,saith it WU'l 

written by Dr Worsley, me&ning: 1)r Bellj. Worsley, ",Luge Library ,,"us exposed to liale by way 
a! auction, J~th May, ~618. (j) The I~urlh P~rt uf Naked Tru~h, ~r the C~)luplaiut or the 
Church to lome of her SOliS fur Breuch 01 lJl'r ArllClt:8, &'l·. Lund. loS'l, III 10 sh. In lol. lly whom 
this was written 1 know not, onl) so far, !j181 he wns a leg.1l son and u sincere conformist to the 
church of Englaild. Much about this lime came out the Black Non·conlormist, di~covered iu 
more Nllked Truth, &.c. Lund. 16Se, in a tbin '01. written by HickeringhiH bcfure mentioned. 
Teo ~U these 'l may ad4, tbe C&.tilolic Naked Trulh, or the Puritnns Convert tu Apostoilcill 
Chnttiaoity, printed 1676, quo 1'0 ",bieh are the iuiLial It.Her, of W. H. set, tbat ill, Hubert, 
com.mODI, calted Beuy, lometime of Cambridge, wbo took orders from the bi':lliop of El)", bUI, 
leavlUg blS religion SOOD after, he went beyond tlJe ieM, and spent sometime umvng the Jcsu;u. 
Afterwards returning ioto England, "'fote sev(:l'al hooks, of which the ,>uid C<ltholic Nn"ed 

l, Truth Will one. AbOut 'wbich time, being betruyed to Dr Compton, Bishop of London} by one 

: ~fKJr •. Marvell, i. Mr hirke. &c. po. 76., b!eioc &It.e·Jut P'Be. 
J ~1\CIa Fulwood, ~bdC1l.con ofTotne.. 
..Rich. Bukr, iQ tlit IMIOODd true Delenoe .r tile mere NODconrormiatl, &c. Lend. lG81, quo cap. 2. (I. ii. 
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Laurence, a servant to Will. Knott, a hookhindtr of St James in Weltmialter, was for aome ... 
lime IHept in cU!ltody, but no proof appearing that he "-"81* a Rom. priest, he Will 8et at liberty. 
The said L.'lurent'e, hy the \\'ay it must be Doted, had left tbe protestant religion and tumed 
l'npist; bot being afterwards I'f'couciled to t~.e English church again, he did do much mischief 
to the flupisb in bt'Lrflying them to the maglst'.tes. Soon after there was another pamphlet 
pUbli8hed. entitled Naked Truth, or Truth manifesting itself in several Particulars for the Re~ 
moving of Jjilldrouces, &c. given forth by way of Question and Answer, prir..ted 167~ in oct. 
There IS no runne get to the book. but upon my peruskl of it. J find the autbor of it to be pos~ 
M?ssl'd with Ifu"kiug principles, and thcrefore jL may really be called the Quakcr's Naked Truth," 
'" OOD'S A tnemr, vol. ii, p. 800. 

All Humble Pctilion 10 the Rig"t }}onourahk the Lortb arid Commons assembled ;" 
Parliament. 

My Lords and noble Gentlemen, you have fully expressed your zeal to God and his 
dlurch in making laws for unity in faith, and uniformity in discipline: for, as our 
Sa,-iour said, " A kingdom divided against itself cannot stand," so the same may cer
tainly be said of a church, the reason being the same for both: amt I call the searcher 
of all heal'ts, the God of life and death, to witness, that I would most readily, ~ea. most 
joyfully, sacrifice all I have in this world, my life and ali, that all oon·confornu8t5 were 
mluced to our church. But it falls out most sadly that your law. have not the de
"ired effect, our church is more aDd more divided; such is the perverse nature of mao, 
'}liti in 'OftitulIl, obstinately to oppose authority, especially when they can prrtend the 
colour of religion and conscience: this carries so great an applause among the vulgar 
(still envious at superiors) that it is, as it were, nuts to an ape, sweeter to them than 
:my othel' thing tillS world atTords: for the enjoyment of this they will endure any 
thing, imprisonment. loss of goods, yea sometime of life also. And this is it which 
mainly nourishes uur (livisions, gives great advantage-to the growth of popery, and 
tlm:atens the total ruin of our church. Many, who were fi)rmeriy very zealous for our 
church, seeing these OUI' sad divisions, and not seeing those of the Roman cburch, nor 
their gross superstitions (which their priests conceal till they have got men fast) are 
easily seduc'd by their pretended unity, and daily fall from us. This makes my heart 
to bleed, anti my soul with anguish ready to expire. rather tban live to see that dismal 
day of relapse into their manifold idolatries. Wherefore I humbled my soul before 
God in fastmg and prayer, begging daily the assistance of his hoJy spirit to direct me 
Lo some healing salve for these our bleeding wounds; and therefore I have some 
lCason to believe that what is contained in these following papers comes from the 
great goodness of God, who never fails those who seek him in humility and siocerity, 
!Joth which I am confident I ha"'e done; and this I am sure of, that no worldly deaigpa 
have moved me to tbis, h\\t have often tempted me to give it over; I am also sure, 
that there i. nothing contained therein which is contrary to the known laws of the 
Jand : in this only I confess I have transgressed, in putting it forth without licente; 
anel for this I beg of God and you, as Naaman did of Elisha; "In this thing the 'Lord 
and you partloD your servant;" aud J hope you will say unto me as Elisha did unto 
Naaman, I< Go in peace ;" and 1 farther hope this. shaU not cast such a prejudice upon 
it, as to make you cast it by. or read it with disgust I do not expect you .ho~J~ 
appro\'e any dung UpOD the account of my seeking God in this, but upon my reaSODB 
.lIedged; 110'. do I expe~t that upon my reason~ you should approve all; yet t bo
,«ch ~'O\l senou.ly conSIder all, and God of IllS 106Dlte goodness direct you to that 
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which may make for the unity of our church, by yielding to weak ones (if not wilful 
ones also) as far as your reaSOD and conscience will permit: sure you Com not so loath 
all conrlescention, as not to loath more, and detest papal confusion, which cntainly 
comes on apace by our division; and of two evils, both reason and religion require us 
to chuse the less; now doubtless you cannot think condescention (if evil at all, sun: 
not) so evil as papal idolatry, and that papistry is idolatry is so clearly proved oy OUI' 

learned Dr Stillingfleet, as J~ were lost Jabour to say more of it. I Condescention may 
seem in some respects imprudent, but whether in this conjuncture of affairs imprudent 
I Le!eech you again consider well. The wisest men have changed their counsels and 
resolves upon second thoughts, much more upon experience, and approaching evils 
not at first discovered. It. is a common thing \vith prmces, when they find their main 
enemies power encrcase much, to make peace with lesser enemies, on conditions nevel' 
before to (,e endured; self-preservation being the prime principle in all creatures ra ... 
tional and irrational, springing from nature itself, it should in nature and reason over
ballance any other consideration; and whatever is dOlle to this end, if Dot sinfully 
oone, must needs be wisely done. I most humoly oeseech the all-wise God, and sole 
giver of wisdom, to pour down his holy and wise spirit upon you. Amen. 

To the Reader. 

CHRISTIAN reader, so I term you, hoping you have in some rneasmf! the spirit of 
Christ, and desire it more, the spirit of meekness, humility, charity, not to censure my 
errors, and inveigh against them, but to pity and eadea\'onr to rectify them, jf YOll 

find any; and I assure you, in the word ot a Christian, I shaH be far more ready to rc
cant than to vent an crror: If you bc not thus christianly disposed, I earnestly be ... 
stech you read no further, for I am sure you will be displeased with it; and can you 
think it wisdom to run yourself into displeasure? Enjoy your present quiet, and let 
m~ re .. t. But if you be so christianly disposed as I mentioned, then I as earnestly beg 
of you to proce~n, to discover my errors, and amend them. But perchance you will 
ask who I am, why did I not tell you, by putting my name to this pamphlet? I will 
ingenuously confess the cause. 1 am a meek man, of great passions, not able to bear 
commendations or reproach; my small ability puts me out of danger of the first, but 
in great fear of the latter. Why then was I so forward to publish my weakness? to 
I~ave it cured; yet truly I have not heen very forward, for it is now above two years 
SlOce I had these thoughts, in which time I have read and conferred all I could to dis
cover if I were in an error; hut, for all I yet could meet with, do not find it so, but 
hope .11 I say is truth, and that i~ may be useful to the publick in this present con
Juncture of affairs. Theretore I Froceed, and, in the next place, most humbly beseech 
aU that read this, to lay a~ide a1 bias of interest or education; both are very great, 1 
a'.l' sure 1 found it so very long before I could master them) and that of education most 
~if!1cult; were it not 80, there could not be that difference of opinion in Christian re
~1S'on, all allowing 'he Bible for the rule of faith; the papi.ts themselves do not reject 
J~ but add to it tbe authority of the church. I verily believe there are thousands of 
Papiats, Lutherans, Calvinists, both learned and religiOUS, who IVouleL lay dOlVn their 
hves for the truth they pro""', and yet are divided in opinion merely by education, 
havlDg In dteir youth so imprinted their own opinions in their mind, as you may sooner 
.eparate ~heir body than their opinion from their 80U\. Nay, I have heard, that among 
the Turks there, are mey ,,!iae .a~ltl moderate peraons, that are as zealous to maintain 

. _~ In 1671, Dr Stillit\3f1.eetpublithed bit,' DiecoUNe concerning the Idolatry pncliteci in the Cburch of Rome, 
..... the. Hv.lrd of SeI'fau.oD. in tbe ComaWiloU gf ii, in AUWfllt to IOIQC Papcn of a re~olt.ed Prottstant." 
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their ridiculous Alcoran as we our Dible; whicl\ cannot proceed from any thing but the' 
st.rong bias of education, which so wheels about and intoxll'ate5 their braIn. And, to· 
say ~omewhat more particular of our OW~ nation here,. those ,that. have b~n educa
ted m that wa.y, as to sit at the commUnion, and bapllze then children without the 
cross, had ratller omit those sacramtnts than lise kneeling, or the cross; and those 
that have bt'en educated in kneeling and crossin~. though they ackDowled~ they are 
meer ceremonies indifferent, yet had rather OOllt the sacraments than omit the cere .. 
monies, jU.3t as if [\ man had rather stan'c than eat bread baked in a pan, because _be 
hath llsed bread baked in an oven. So that religion in mauy is really but their humour; 
fancy passetl~ for reason, and custom is more. prevaJent than any. argument. T~is. i, 
the thing wlllch makes me fear I shan .beet with very few that will calmly and indif
ferently consider what J write, but wiJl presently startle at it as new and cross to their 
genius, or to their interest, or their reputation, which they value above all; I mean the 
e~teem and kindnesii of their best friends and acquaintance, whose taunts and reproach 
they cannot bear; but I humbly beseech them to pause a while, and lay it by till the 
passion be over, till they have mastered all these (lifficulties. I beseech them to set 
before their eyes the beauty, the honour, the stcdfastness of truth, the cOlllfort, the de
light, the everlasting fdicity of a clear and rectified conscience; then resume it. and 
consider again. But they cry, Pish! 'tis not worth it, 'tis a ridiculous toy, and savours 
something of the sectarian: I grant there are some things among the sectarians I ap
prove of; I will not reject anu condemn any truth uttered, nor any goood action per
formed, though said and done by the devil. 1 consider the things, and, if good, em
brace them, whoever utters them, though I detest his. errors in other th~Dg8; 1°1;1 will 
say the same; then I beseech you do the same; consider what I say SHIIply 10 ltself, 
whether tbe papists or anabaptists say the same it matters not; I hope you wiU not 
reject Christ because they both profes. him. But if, after all your serious, patient, un. 
biass'd consideration, you find it an erroneous, contempt.ible pamphlet, yet contemn not 
the person that wrote it in the sincerity of his heart, le4t you receive the same measure 
again from Christ. who hath assured us, that shaH be his rule, to mete unto us the like. 
Christ died for the salvation of my poor sou) as well as yours, contemn it not theretore" 
but endeavour to rectify it; if God hath given you more knowledge and wisdom than 
me, H Be not high. minded, but fear; and Jet him that stands take heed lest be fall.~ 
TIlliS I pray for you, do you the like for me, and, however we tliffer in opinion, let UI 
accord III charity, and in Cbrist Jesus, the Redeemer of us all. Amen, 

Concerning Articles if FaUh. 

TH .. T ~~,ich we ,colI~monly call the Apostles Creed, if it were nel composed by th~m, 
yet certalllly by pTlll'llllve and apostohck men, and proposed as the sum of Christl.,. 
fai~h, the sum total necessary to salvation; it can't be "upposed they left out any·thiog 
which they thought necessary to salyation, thel might a. well have omitted halt; or 
all: As one commandment brokeD: is the same III effect with all; 80 one necestarJ priD~ 
ciple of faith denied cancels all, and sbuts out from heaven. When I speak of beUev, 
ing the Apostles C .. ed, I do not mean that we believe aU there contained with a<liviDll 
faith because it is there contained, for we have no "surance tbat the apostles compooed 
Ihat creed; but, we are sure all tbat is in that creed is evident in scripture JD any c __ 
mon understanding.; therefore we believe aU with a divine faith. Dut l.mentioa thit 
creed only, to shew that the primitive church received thi. aa the sum total of {ai\h 
nt'cessary to salvation; why not now? Is the state of aa),'ation altered? If it be com
pleat, what needs any nther astiele ? Yo" would have men improve in faith, ,00,_ld 



I but-rather intensive than extensive, to confirm it rather than enlarge it: one sound 
grain at'" mustart).seed is better than a bushel of unsound chaft-y stuff. 'Tis good to 
know aU gospel. truths, and to believe them, no doubt of that; but the question is Dot 
what is good, but what is necessary. I pray remember the treasurer to Candace, queen 
of Ethiopia, whom Philip instructed in the faith; hi. time of catecbisiog was "ery short. 
aDd soon proceeded to baftism. nut Philip first required a confession of hi. faith. and 
the eunuch made it, and beseech you observe it; 'I I believe that Jesus Christ is the 
son of God:" And .traitway he was baptized. How? No more than this? No more; 
this little grain of faith being souod. believed with all his heart, purchased the king
dom of heaven: had he believed the whole gospel with half his heart, it had been 01' 
less value in the 8ight of God; 'tis not the quantity. but the quality of our faith God 
requireth. But 8ure the eunuch was more fully instructed i it may be you are sure of 
it., but r could never yet meet with any assurance of it, nor any great probability of it ; 
I am sure he saw Philip no more, and I am sure Philip required no more, but baptized 
him on tbis, aDd had the eunuch departed this life in the same instant that Philip parted 
{;om him, I believe I have better assurance that this faith would have saved the eunuch 
than any man hath that he ever was taught more: See 1 John, iv.2. co E\"ery spirit 
that oonfesseth that J e.us Christ is corne in the f1e.h. is of God." nut tbe more the 
better .tilll grant. though no more necessary, Hast thou more faith. have it to thy 
,elf before God, .. Happy is he who condemneth 1I0t himself in the thiog which he 
alloweth;" happy is he who is thankful to God for having received much. and despiselh 
not him that bath received little: God dis pen seth his gifts and graces according to his 
free will and pleasure, nor doth he require more of any man than according to the pro· 
portion he bath given, no more should we. 

Nothing bath caused more mischief in the church,. than the establishing new and 
many articles of faith, and requiring all to assent unto them. I am willing to helieve 
that zealous men endeavoured this with pious intentions to promote that which they 
conceived truth; but by imposing it on the dissenters, caused furious wars, and lament· 
ahle bloodfhed among Christians. brother fighting against hrother. and Inurthering each 
otl-..,r. CaD thtre be aoy thing more irrational, than to endeavour to promote the truth 
of the gospel contrary to the laws of the gosre1? To break an e\'ident commandment 
to establish a doubtful truth? I say, doubtfu to him on whom it is jmposed, though 
seeming clear to him that imposes it. If it were fully explcssp.d in scripture-words, 
there would need no new expression, no new article; jf it be Dot fully express'd in 
scripture, but deduced from scripture.expressioos, then what one man thinks clearly 
deduced, another may think not so; I mean, not another ignorant and weak, but as 
learned and as able. 'Vhat more common than in divinity and philosophy schools ? 
~ne cries. this is a clear demonstration; another cries, no such matter, but flatly denies 
It. Mens understandings are as varioUA a8 their speech or their collnt-enance, otherwise 
i.t were impoasible there should be so many understanding ancl.-moderate, yea, and 
c.:mseiel)£ioua men alse, Papists, Lutherans, Calvinists, ail in such opposition one a~ain8t 
another. all believing .. ripture, yet .0 dilf .... ing in the deductions from scripture. Truly 
I thlOk .him 'Very defective in charity, however ·he abouod in faitb, wllO thinks all Pa
p18ts. or Lutheran •• or 'Calvinist. malicicu81yor wilfully blind . 
. A, for lIIy ...... t, 1 thiak.Dotbiog.C8D be more clearly deduced from scripture, nothing 
.'ore I1dly ""'Pr"",,",, ·in .oriptu\'e, nothing rna .... uitable to natural reasoo, than that 
no man 8ho.uld he forced to believe, for 110 mao can be forced to believe; you may 
for,,!: .:11\&" to 8&,.. this or tn.t, ~t not to 1>olieo" iL !'irs!, as to reasoo : If you bring a 
man an,,~idcnt delll~"1I, aDd.be bath Lbraiu to understand your demonstration, 
he <;/Io't bllll UMOt to it. dE 1411 Ilold a clar printed book. witb a clear ca)ldle to a 
"""' ·of~.~ .. -. able .tueed"be .... 11 certainly read. but if the print be not clear, 
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or the cand~, Or his sight not clear, or l,e not learned to read, caD YOItr force make him 
read? And just 80 it is with our understanding, which is the eye of 'Our lOuJ, and. 
demou.lration being as a candle to give ligbt; if tben your demonot~tion,or deduc_ 
tion, or his understanding be not cleaf. or be not learned, you may wIth a club dub 
out his brains, but never elear them. He then that believes tbe scripture, can't but be
lieve what you clearly demonstrate from scripture, if he hath ele.r brains. if he hub 
not, your tllrce. may puzzle and puddle hiS braID8 more by the ~assJon of auger and 
hatred, make him abhor you and your arguments. but Dever lovmgly embrace you or 
tbem: and thus you may hazard his soul by hatred, and your own soul also by pre).. 
voking- him to it. but never save his soul by a true belief. But perchance you will con.. 
elude: he £loth not believe the scripture, because he doth not believe your arguments 
from scripture; (a strange conclusion) but what then? \Vould you, can you force him 
to believe the scripture? Can you drive faith like a nail into his head or hfJU't with a 
hammer? Nay, 'tis 110t in a man's own power to make himself believe ;my thing far
ther thau his reason shews him, much less divine things; this is the peculiar work of 
grace; aod if faith be the gift of God, your argument cannot give it, nor your ham .. 
mer torce it; arguments may be good inducements, and if right, will prevail with those 
to believe whom God hath ordained to eternal life, but no other; preaching the word 
is the mt'ans God himself hath appointed, but as for force, I .can't find in the gospel 
either commandment or countenance given for it. If the scripture command to spf'ak 
the truth in 1001e, to instruct our brother in the spirit of meekness, if we are to pray 
and beseech him to receive the graee of God, can any thing be more contrary to sc:t 
ture rule than force and violence? To what purpose then is force, since it cannot m 
him believe tbe gospel? And if he doth believe the gospel, he will, I am sure, he ..... l 
not chuse, but believe what you clearly shew him is contained there, (supposing his 
brain to be clear;) and I am alBo sure, jf he believe what is clearly contained, he need 
not believe any thing else.- The .cripture is our rule of faith compleat and full, the 
scripture itself tells us so, John xx. 31. II These things are written that you might 
believe, and believing ye might have life; " aDd our Saviour tells us, II T1at in them 
we have eternal life," John v. 39., and the 2 Tim. iii. 15. 5t Paul tells us, "The scrip. 
tures are able to make us wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus; 
all scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furnished unto all good works." And I beseech all men further to consider 
what is said, Deut. xii. S~. (' Thou shalt uotadd thereto, nor diminish from it;" and like
wise how they will avoid the cur5e in the last of the Revelations, if they add to the word. 
there written j and surely 'tis the same crime to any other book of scripture. If it be 
answered, They do not require us to bclie've it to be scripture, I reply, Tbey requil'e 
men to beEeve it a8 scripture, with divine faith, which is as bad. they make their own 
words equal with G.d's word ; or if they say they require not divine faith, then I am 
sure it is no matter of sCtIvation whether 1 believe it or no, human faith cannoNave. 
Thus you see how impertinent, how irrational, how impious it is, to require a man "to 
believe any thing more thaD is clearly contained in scripture; and ifit be clearly cOn .. 
tained there, he that belie\'cs scripture and sees it clearly oontained there can't "but 
beJieve it; if he do not see it clearly contained Lhere, you can't force eilh~r hi. sr&t'tt 
or his faith. Your force may make him blinder, but never see c1e ..... r may make' 5/111 
an hypocrite, no true convert. t "'!' <, 

;Again, I desire all men .soberly to consider. Are not the prime and most n~fy 
prlOclples of faIth, the 1 rlOlty,. three pfII'Sons and one God, the incarnation -<If' '!:JUt 
<?bnst! the same person to be God and man, the re.urrection of tJJe deod, tIuJt ,,"5ab6" 
flSe w1th the same body. when one body may be eaten and con"Crted i.' ..... t 
bodies, and such like? Are they not things far above tIoe highest reason and lbalpest 
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understanding that ever had man? Yet we believe them, because God (who cannot 
lye) hath declared them: I. it not then a strange thing for any man to take upon hin' 
to oeclare <lne tittle more of them than God hath declared, """ing we understand not 
what i. declared? 1 mean, we have no comprehensive knowledge of the maUer decla
red, but only a believing knowledge, our faith, not our reason reacbes it: tbe apo, tles 
by tbe scriptures teach us ,this, not the schools by syllogisms. If then our reason un
derstands not wbat is d~lared, how can we by rell80n make any deduction by way of 
argument from that which we understand Dot? As, for example, some hold, that the 
Holy Ghost proceeds from the Father and tbe Son; some, that he proceeds trom the 
Father by the Son. 1 pray, doth any man understand how the Holy Ghost proceeds 
from the Father, from the Son, or by the Son? No, certainly; how then can he affirm 
or believe a tittle more ohhe Holy Ghost than the Holy Ghost hath declared? seeing, 
as I said, he understands not all what i. declared. Discourse must be of things intel
ligiblt:, though faith believes things not intelligible. Call any mall prove, tbat rota all 
and circulation are all one, who understands not what rotation or cjrcula~on is? The 
like may be said of procession or mission of the Huly Gho,t. The scrip1l!re plainly 
tells, that the Holy Ghost proceeds from the Father, and tb.t he is sent by the Father, 
that he i. also sent by the Son; but whether he proceeds from the Son, or by the Son, 
the s<:ripture i. silent, ap.d I am therefore ignorant, having 1>0 knowledge at all of any 
divine mysteries, but from the scriptures. I grant, that by rational deductions, and 
human way of argumenting, 'tis 'probable that tbe Holy ('ho,t proceeds from the Son 
as from the Father; but if in diVine matters we once give way to human deductions, 
a co.nning aophi.ter may soon lead a weak disputant into many errors. B.v human de~ 
ductiona you may infer, that the Son is inferior to the Father, as begotten by him; the 
Haly Ghost inferior to both, being sent by both; with us, the less is sent by the greater; 
by human deduction, from three distinct persons you may prove three distinct sub· 
stances; I hope you will makp. DO such inferences in the divine persons. Again, what 
a business have the 8cbool .. men made about these words of OUf Saviour, " This is my 
body j" w.ilh their pr«dicatum, and sufdectum, and copula, and inviduum 'Vogum, in the 
pre-hllun iris. Innumerable are their intricate impertinencies in this matter, and in 
thel" conclusion; the papists hold Christ to be p'resent in the sacrament trall8ubstatl
tialiter; the Lutherans, consubstantialitcr~· the Calvinists, sacramelltaliter,· and yet all 
confess they uRderstand none of these ways; as 8t Paut saitb, " Desiring to be teach
ers, they onderatand Dotwbat they say, neither whereof they affirm," I Tim. i. 17. Had 
the 5cripturr affirmed any of these ways, we ought to have submitted our reason in 
th ings above reason, though we understand them not, and 'tis reasonable so to do; 
but to go about to prove by reasoD what is above reason, is wonderful j and to dis~ 
courS( of what we understand not, is doubtless a spice of madness, and the conclusions 
we draw from such discounes muat needs be very dangerous, we following the i[!nem 
fatu u"" the uDcertain light of human reason in diviDe matters, se totally beyond our 
r'!ach.: wherefore, we have no other safe way to speak of diviDe ma.tters but in scrip
~ure language, iplitsrmil ~erbu, with the very same words, according to that, 2 Tim. 
I. I'. "Hold fat the form of sound words which thou hast heard of me in faith :" 
Mark, " Hold fast" Dot only the matter of faith, but" the form of sound words," these 
are life; human warda in divine and hjgh my.teri~s are dangerous; man can DO more 
~t them forth in hum ... word, than express the divine substance by human painting; 
lis the IOIe work o( the Holy Ghost, who is also divine. 
Th~ bath DOt b~ a. S ..... ' . plague to Chriotian rel!gion than school.clivinity, where 

men take u~ them.~ li~y to propose ncw questlDns, makemee d~8t1nctlons and 
... ~.eoncll\tl"" \If clLVme .... ~ w.ing them up and dow!' WIth their ton~ues hke 
leDDle ~i ud mID hellCe ,pl'o~ec'''.u the dangeroul bere"es, and cruel blekerlllgs 
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about them, !illlin~ from word. to blows. Tbe first divinity·achool we read pf was 
set up at· Ale .. andna by Pantz~us; and froOl then~et soon after, sprung forth a ci~mn* 
able heresy of the ArriaDs, which Qver·run all Christendom, and was the cause of des .. 
truction to many millions of Christians, both bod~ and soul. The heresies before this 
were so t:tross and sens.ual, tl?al none took. them up but di.ssolute or frantic~ people, ~n? 
soon ,"anishetl; but after thiS school subtile '!lay of argulOA' .was bro~ght lOtO Chrl8ti .. 
anity heresy grew more refined, aIWI 80 subtile, thht the plam and pIOUS fathers of the 
chur~h knew not how to lay hold of it and reprf'ss it. the school distinctions and rva
sians quite baffled t!lcm: and these sophistcrs, proud of the!, cooquest, triump~ed, .a~d 
carried away a specIOus appearance of truth as well as learmnlf, (or rather cunnl11g) tn .. 
Borolleh, that lUany godly persolls were also deluded and feilln unto them, and many 
otJtheir heresies continue unto this day. This great bane of the church took iu rise 
from hence; many of the primitive doctors and fathers being converted from heathen
ism, and having, by long and great industry, acquired much knowledge in natural phi
losophy, antiquity, history, and subtile logick. or sophistry~ were very unwiHing to 
abaudon quite these their long studied and dearly beloved sciences, (falsly.o caHed,) 
and therefore translated them into Christianity, applying their school terms, distinc
tions, syllogisms, &:c. to divine matters; intending perchanct', through indiscreet zeal, 
to illustrate and imbellish Christian knowledge with such .artlficial forms and figures, 
but rather defaced and spoiled it j Col. ii. 8. (I Dewore lest arty man spoil you through 
philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the warfel, 
and not after Chri.t." I humbly eonceive it had been far better for them and all Chris
tendom, had they determined with St Paul, .. To know nothing but Christ and him 
cmcified," and not to iatermingle mans wisdom and excellency of speech with divine 
knowledge and scripture doetriQc, which is to be ta'ught" by the demonstration of the 
spirit and power," as i. set forth, I Cor. ii. not with logical syllogisms and sophistical 
enthymems; for, as the wisdom of God was foolishness to the Greeks and Gentiles. 
so the wisdom of the Greeks and Gentiles was foolishness. to God, aud destruction to 
11is Ghurch; who, by the foolishness of preaching, hau overcome all their wisdom, and 
captivated their understandings in obedience to the faith. But whtn the Christian 
doctors left this plain and simple way of preaching, and rell to cunning disputing, in
troducing new forms of speech, and nice expressions of their Own coming, some ap_ 
proving, some opposing them t great discords, wars and confusions soon followed. Had 
that most prud~nt and most pious Constantine, the first and best of Christian emperors ; 
I .. d hc:,pursued hi. own intentions to suppress all di'putes, and all new questions of God 
lhe SUh, both Homoousian ancl Homoiousion, and commanded all to acqui f:'sce in the 
very scripture expressions without ahy additioD, I am cODfident the Arrian heresy had 
soon expired; b4t by cont~Dual disputation, the heat of passion WAS raised, and the 
m~tter pursued with far more viol~nce, which at length grew intb rancour and malice 
irreconcilable: for some godly bishops (1 humbly conceive more zealous than disc~et' 
would not rest satisfied unless the Arriaus were forced either to subscribe to th~ "cw 
word IIo1nDousian, or to quit their livings; and this caused that great persecution agaiJ)st 
the orthodox, where the Arrians prevailed; whereas, by silence imposed on all parties. 
the malice, rancour, persecution, war, all had been prevented, and " the truth spoken 
in love" would at length IOO.t PI"Obably lta"e prevailed: For, waa not -the f!O'P"l at 
first plaDU:d thIS way? Preaching, and praying men to receive it? by tl". WA1. Of 
weakness it ~revaile?; for u the y.'eak things of God are stronger thaD men." But: 
when men wIll be w'ser than God a weaknes., as a speedier and aurer way to eotabli.h 
tbe truth, God, to convince tht;JJI of the'[ folly, suffers that strong man, lbe .n~ tJf 
the go.pel (whom none but hIS alm'ghty arm can bind and maater) to Clime lilKl!t\w 
hi. tare. of division, which soon over-rllU the good seed of the church. aud bdn.r:&ft to 
confusion. t • ."., ~ • \ t 
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But"what tlJe\l? would I have all heretical opinions broached and spread .!'road 
without an" controut? Are not princes and mattistrates to be nursing fathers unto the 
church? Must they not add the power of the sword to that of the word? .. Not hold 
the sword in vain, but for the punishment of evil doers ?" &c. All this I grant, and 
desire as much as any man, that both prince and pastor wonld hold fast .. the faith 
once delivered to the saints," fully declared and c'l!ltained in scripture; let them suI'· 
fer no new doctrine to be se,t on foot, certainly superfluous, (the scripture being all
sufficient) and probably dangerous, as being of man, and not of God, who, having 
given ns a compleat rule 'of faith and life, b'y hi. prophet., .postl ... , and hi. only Son, 
we have no reason to believe any new doctrine proceeds from him; theretore St Paul 
is very bold, and crieth out. " If an angel from heaven preach unto you any ot~r 
gospel than i. already preached. let him be accursed." The magi.trate then is to 
countenance and protect the pastor preaching the gospel of Christ, to silence, oppose, 
puni.h all that preach aty' thing contrary, or not clearly contained in the gospel. Here
sies never at first appear 10 their own natural shape, but dlsgUisecl WIth specIOus pre
tences drawn from some obscure places of scripture, capable ot' \'ariolls interpretations; 
and thus having gotten footing, by degrees they lay aside their disguises, and march 
on Lare-faced. Therefore. both pastor and magistrate ought to be \'cry watchful, and 
OppO!le all beginnings e"r 5·0 specious, as dangerous, or at least superfluous, as I said. 
Let the pastors at first endeavour, by ",lain and sound doctrine, to stop the mouths of 
gainsayers; but if,these turbulent spirits wiH not be stopt, neither by admonitions DOr 
entreaties, then let the pastors proceed to the power of the keys; which, were it used 
with that gravity and severity as it was in the primitive times, would have great ef-
feet; that is, were it used in a solemn assembly, by the reverend bishop and his clergy, 
(not by lay-chancellors and their surrogates,) and the person excommunicated and shut 
out of tht: church, was likewise excluded from all cQnven.ation and commerce, every 
one shunning his company as a person infected with the plague, (so it was of old, and 
so it ought to be now, and so it would be now, if men made any conscience of their 
W;'I.Y",) thm I am confident would reduce many a one: But, if after this any pereevere 
in ~heir perverseness, then the magistrate may doubtless, by his power used with Chris
tian moderation, endeavour to stop the spreading of the contagion, and do what in wis
dom he thinks meet, to preserve the purity and peace of church and state, urging 
against them that scripture, " Hast thou faith, have it to thyself before Gou,'· Rom. 
xiv, ~2. Or that, " Give none offence, neither to the Jew nor to the Gentile, 110r to 
the church of God," 1 Cor. x. !ii. Or that, Gal. v. l!t. (f I would they weft even 
cut off that trouble you." 8t Paul was not here jJl jest, but in great earnest, as appears 
by his continued fervency all along this epistle; and doubtless he meanlt not here a 
cutting off frorn the church by way of excommnnication, for that was in his power to 
do; why then should he wish it? Nay, they had cut themselves off lrom the <'hurch 
before; certainly then he means a cutting off by the civil pOwer, which then was ht>a
then. and therefore St Paul would not have it made u.e of by Christi.ns; for he would 
Dotallow them to appeal to.unbelieving magistrates, no not in civil things, 1 Cor vi. 
much leu in spiritual things. Wherefore, when 8t Paul wishes they were cut ott: he 
wi~hes there were a fitting power, that is, a Christian magistrate, to punish 01" bani!Jh 
tho .. that trouble the church of Christ with doctrines apparently contrary to the clear 
",.~ and-lUch .•• are destructive to'Christianity: I dare (1"0 no larther. Ilut as for those 
w~ keep their erroneous opisions to themselves, who nl!ltht'f publish nor p~actise any 
tblD~ .to tbe ·disturbance of,the church and state, but only r~fuse to conform to the 
.hur:cheoealablished doctrine or discipline. pardon me if I say, lhat really I cannot find 
an)! "' .• rrau!, orlO much at any .hint from the g08pel, to use any force to compell them; 
and frOm 'reaion aure, tbere i. no (IIotire to use force; uecause, (as I shewed before) 
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forc.e a.'~ Illll<e a llIan believe your "l!o<t,in~, b~t only, .. tn, hypocrilej prof" •• t 
he belicloee not~ .: . " " '" 

J know full well there is a common·objecticm against thi., taken froln St Austin, ",/10 
wllf.long of my opinioll, bll~ seems to be altered on this OCC&8lOll. ~ berdioka. 
Donati!ts. callle to him in Ius latter day .. .and gl.ve thanks, that the clvd power wu 
made use of fo restrain them j confessing, that was the mean. which brou,ht them to 
consider more calmly their own former extravagaot opinions, and 80 brought. them 
home to the true church. This objection is easily answered. Fh.tlt, the Don.tilti ·ac 
lVell known to have been a sect, not only erroneous in judgmentj but very. turblAent 
in behaviour, always in seditious practices; aod, in that cast; I .hewed before QOW the 
cWil magistrate may proceed to punishment), but our case is not in repressing seditiDus 
practices, but enforcing a confession of faith quite of another nature. Then, S8CORdtyJ 
to answer morc particularly this story, I suppose there is DO man,5uch a &tranger tD 
the .oorl<J, as to ue ignorant that there are hypocrites in it ;.,!Ind such (tor ought we 
know) these seeming converted. DOllatists might be, who, for love of this world more 
than for 10l"e of the truth, forsook their heretical prof .. ion, Ihougll not tbeir opr.,iou ; 
who, conscious to themselves of their own dissimulation, and desirous to get favour 
with 5t Austin, a person of great ,·eneration an~ authority withal. related unto him 
this specious story, which St Austin's great charity waf apt to believe, as St Paul 
saith, jj believe th all things j " and from hence concludethJ that it might be lawful to use 
the power of the ci\' il swurd to reduce heretics to the church. ~ut unle. it can be 
evinced that Ihese Donatists hearts were cbanged as well as their pJOfeesioo, (a tbbag 
impossible to prove) all this proves nothing. Thirdly,. put the cue, their heart. ... ere 
really changed as to matter of belief, 'tis evident their bearls were very worldly still. 
grovelling on the earth, not one step Dearer Heaven; our Saviour saith, "An evil 
tree can't bring forth good fmil."' and sure their heart was evil, which wit far more 
moved for the quiet cnjoyment of this world's good, than for tb. bles.ed enjoymeat 
of Christ. Fourtbly, tbough we fartber grant, that the pruning of the magistrate. 
sword did really j::orrect the viciousness of the tree, and made it bring forth 8ome.aootl 
fruit, yet sball "we do evil, that good may come of it I God forbid," saith SI PauL 
Put tbe case, Malchus had been converted by St Peter's cutting off his ear, this would 
not have excused 5t Peter's act, which our Saviour SQ sharply rtproved and .threatned 
with perisbing by the sword, and gave him the reason wily ba ought not to uoe the 
sword in his cause; "Thinkest thou that I cannot pmy unto my Father, and he will 
presenl!i:Y givc me more than twel ve legions of angels I" Canst thou do any thing more 
prejudibal to tJre honour of my God..,head, lru.n to think I want the help of man to 
defend me? And according to tbis may our Saviour say, Think .. t thou that I caD
not pray unto my Father, and he shall give me lnorM tru.n twel •• milliona of soul. to 
woiship my namel 0, canst thou do any thing to eclips. more tbe power 8Dd glory 
of the gospel, which I have ordained to be set up by weakness and foolillmeu.flf 
preaching, and thereby 10 subdue both the wisdom of the Greeks,· and the pow .... of 
the Gentiles : As 1 my self have conquered all enemi •• by preaching and sutl'ering,l'IO 
must my disciples tread in my steps. And just 10 we find that the goopel wu moot 
miraculously advanced over all the world by preaching and .uffering (or it. DO& by 
compelling otbers to it. Tis evident tru.t upon preaching of tbe goapeJ. as m...,. oil 
were not prdain<d by God to eternal lifer can nt\'er be brougbt tbither by ... Qrdi,i 
nance or power of man: wherefore, when the ministers have pr...:bed . .ncI pra,-.d; 
they have perforn\ed all they can do, the rest must be left to tliejuatice or .•• ..,."" 
God, "who hath mercy on whom he will have mercy. and .... bom be will beobtPdIl' 
eth;" so tru.t tile aba.rpest sword in thia world shaU IIO~ fIIl/:r their hard .. :is .... ...., 
tru.n an adamant. . 
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All ... ~ 'II.y ill refer.nc. to cem"elin(1; men" believe .or eo~fonn, ~~ilI reserving 
to the magilt:.rate power. accordlO~ to scrtpture, H To pUDIsh evil d~r8, not evil be
lievers, DOt who think, but rln r""lish or do praCti~ something to subvert the funda. 
mentals qf religion, or dIsturb the peace of the .. tate, or injure their neighbour. God, 
tOe onl, .... rc~ of heart., ""'''rYes unto himself the pI'Ini.hment of evil thought., of 
evil bel",f; which man can never have a right cogmzance of, for the greate.t prof""sor 
may he tlJ.e greatest ath";.t. lIut the magi.trate shall conceive he hath suffi~ient war
rant to pllCiah allO evil believert, ami shaH proceed to execution, or on that pretence 
shall puni,b tMle believers; the scripture is most clear, that tbe subject)o bound to 
Subullt and bear it with .U Christian patience. to the los. of gClods, liberty, or life, uot 
only patiently to bear it, but rejoice in it I and I am sure if he hath any true religiotP, 
and right uocierstandihg in him, ht: will rejoice on his own behalf, because his" re
ward i~ exceeding great :" Therefore whoever. under pretence of religion, raises' any 
tumult. or takes up arm. against the magistrate to preserve mmself from persecution, 
.bsolutely declares bimself either a stark fool or a stark atheist; either he' beheves 
tl.ere'is no lucb reward, or i.1inad to reject the opportunity of gaining it; and 80 at 
the best i. fit for Bedlam, at the worst for the gallows; now let him choose. 

All Appelldi.r to the former Suijects. 

Bcfure I <leave th~s matter of imposing new articles of faith, T desire to .peak a word 
Of two~concernjng the authorlty of councils and fathers in relation to it, 

When the superstitions and abuses of the popish church, especially in the matters 
of iluiulgences, grtW very gross. as not longer to be e:ndured, Luther. Melancthon, 
Oecolompadius, Bucer. and oivers others opposed them; and coming to dispute with 
their adversaries about these things, the popish doctors having no scripture for their 
erMrs, quoted several fathers and councils, to give countenance unto them. The evan ... 
golioal docto .. (so called, because they chiefly urged Evangelium, th .. Gospel, for the 
det<ncc of their doctrine) were most of them bred up from their infancy in the popish 
church,. and therein taught even to adore all councils and fathers, and (education be
ing of great force to command and awe both the will. and judgments of men) made 
them very shy anti timorous to reject that authority which they had long rev(!'renced; 
is modesty, therefore, some of the evangelical doctors were content to admit the 
authority of i9thers and councils for three or four 61"' the first centuw,es; so. ad
mitted. five or six. whereby they were reduced Sll:metimes to great streights in their 
disputations; for though neither all nor half the popish ecroli can be tound in the 
eotlneils and fathers ofthde centuries: yet some of them were crept very early into 
the chuPCR. ~ This supentition of the cross ann chrysm were in use in the o;;econd cen
~ury t the miijenary el'Mr gpt fOOling about that time'; the necessity of infants rccciv
IDg the bI.e .. d sacrament of the Lord', Snpper c.~me in soon after. Aliout the fourtn 
c,entury ~tre -ere eowe touches ill oratory 8ermons, by way of rhetorical ejaculations, 
hire praymg to .. inti, bu~ leng afte,r "earne to be formally used, as now in churche,; 
and 80 fiupelJStittons dtmt in some at one time and some at another. The Papists them
..w~ do' _ ~I'" all th_erl'O~ut rc;ject lome;' as that of the Millenaric., "'!" 
1M n~illllty bI"hltnts"IeIie!VlIIg Lord's Supper.' Now I ask, fitst the l'aplSts, 
by what1'.~'~aill' semj<bf· thingo and r".teet o\hers 1 Secondly, I ask the 
EVaHgelital'''' ~ .""",~ oubmit to lIie authority of some 'centuries, and refuse 
othela;~ BoIiJii~ tiI~, beea/J0Ij" ~ey h<!liev~ aori!e .to) be erroneous, . some to be 
ortlMd*'U .... llilby'tW .1i'oR_",'dIat ilMther submIt-to tlie fa~hers autborlty, a. com
~n4inc _~dpcDta, lJut'fti:eiove tlM!ir opinions as agreeing witl1 their judgments; 
tlUI It lftil'tQt~ \t'IIct. dearlY. ailel' filtio.nal. ana full.y agrees with the rule. gIven by 
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some of the father .. as St Cyprian a:l\1 St 'Austin. two as generally and a. deolrvedly 
reverenct!d as any in tl~ Christian church. St Cypnan telJs us, that the',very P~ .. 
situ8 l which w(> call lJishop) is t<J be b"-'ided by·his owo reason and con8Clenc~l aDd,is 
responsible only to God Jf)f his doctrine. St. Austin tens us, that he submit! to.1]O 

doctor of the church c\'cr so learned, e"er 8G holy, any further than he-proves hIS doc.
trine hy scripfure or rca~onJ and desires none should do other~vise hy ~im. ffhis. i. 
plaill ali(I rational dc.ding ; had the evangelical ?OC~OI"8 taken tillS co~rse in ~Ie.begm .. 
Ding, thf'y had ::.aved tbemselves from many mttlcate troublr'i which their m.bred 
o\'cr-revelt!llce to antiquity entangled them in: But sure they needed not hav~ been 
so scrulHdou~ in Ihi~ maltt:~, seeing the~e is scarce any o~c father whose authorlty.the 
Fapist:, theDl:,f;'h'{'~ tlo not 10 somt: part1(.: ulal., or other reJect; though, oth~J' whiles, 
,V'lJCll he ~peal~s tor them, they cry It up to that height as if it were a matter of daiJl ... 
DatIon not to submit unto it. I say not this, as if .. would have antiquity wholly re· 
j('ctefl, h) 110 rn{al1~, but to con~ult the fathers with great re~rd as,expositors of scrip .. 
tures, alld attentl\'('ly ohserve what they shew us from thence. 18m not of those who 
allmire the great knowledge, ill t1Jvine matters, rcvealeciaiu this latter ~e of the world; 
1 do not think thfl'c arC any now so likely to discover the truth of the go~el mY6-
tel ies as those of ancient days. As for that saying, "a pigmy set on a giant'S' shoul
der may see more than the giant, " pardon me if [ call it a shallow and silly fanc!y, no
thing to our purpose; for our question is not of' seeing more, but of the clear discern .. 
jng and Judging those t.l.ngs we all see, but are in doubt what thel mean:-.,. If a pig
my and a giant see a beast at a mile's distaoce, and are in dispute w'Ttether it be a hO'rse 
or an ox, the pigmy set on the giant's shou1der is lle~r the nearer discerning \\IMat it 
is, which deptntls on the sharpness of sight, not the height of his $houlders. Now 
that the ancient and holy fathers of the church wete more spiritual, aud cOllsequ.ntly 
sharper slghlt:d in sl)iritual things than we carnal creatures of this latter agf. is evi
dent by their spiritual holy ti,·es. "The Datural man receiveth not the things of tbe 
spirit. of God, neither can he know them because they are spiritually discerned," I Cor. 
ii. 14. And ho", natural, how carnal, how purblind we are, is too too visible. Beside .. 
a purbli.nd man Ileal' the oqj.cct will di'icern it better than a much. sharper sight at 
greater distance as we are; for if you ask those lofty conceited pigmies why they give 
mort! credit to the fathers of the second and third century, than to those of the sixth 
or seven")? they answer, be('ause those that lived oeKrer the days of Christ an.d his 
apostles are likelier to kno\\' their minds better than those of remoter and corrupted 
ages i .. Jle reasOIl is good, but mightily confounds those who live at the.yery fqot of 
tbe hift in the 'alley of darkness and"all iniqoity, and therefore not likely to disc.rn 
t~e truth. of the doctri!le of Christ, preach'd on the top of Mount Sion, as those who 
live m lugller ascents. 'Vherefore I sha1l alwa')'s hearken. witH due reverence unto 
what those I~rimitive holy fathers delivtr, and the more holy and more &ocient., doUbt .. 
less more to ~e . rcgard~o. And yet aeeing that lreDrou~, aQ,d before 'him Papius. 
held to be a dlOclrle 01 51 John the apostle, taught the error of the MIllenaries, re
jected now by al the church. why might not others do so as well aathey I Andthene
fo~ there can . be no certainty of tllt'ir doctrine farther than ~hey shew as clcmrly from 
SCflpt~r~, wh!ch oU!lht.':o be o~r ~ul~ of ~aith~ as t. ~bewed before. But in any point 
of.,ehgJon. euher ot faith Or olsc'plme, If, aUer diligent and humble search of scrip .. 
ture, the mattll' be. doubtfull, then cerlaiDJy I w.luld 59 much reverence aa.\igu", U 
to embrace what I fOllnd approv~ of by the grail'er number of a,!cient fathers; a .... 
what I found geperally afProved uy them, though my.olVn judgment did 8l~b iIl- , 
clme to the contp"y. yet. would receive It, uoless II appeared to me ,aally oppaoitc 
10 sCripture. wbICb we belie.'c to be tbe wordoOf God; tbefl it. wen: <Jamaatio.cl ill _ 
to forsake th.t,-and heasken to tile worda of the f.th~rs on earth. or angel. co~ 
from Heaven. till they could make 01' und .... t.lld \heir W4lrd 1&r<e4 with 0 .. •• wOld.-
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• J "",st". ""'fed by faith in God and'()hrist, ,and· not by faith in men or angels, And 
DOW I shall-be bold to make this assertion, tha. the man who lIf'ads scripture humbly 
and attentively, fast! and prays to Go!l earnestJ" ·consults hi~ pastors and t<>achers 
carefully and modestly, and yet after'all contindes in some error by blind Ignorance 
and mistake of .criphre (if such a thing 1Y8S, or ever .ill be .ulTered by the infinite 
goodness of God) that man shall sooner be saved tban he who receives a true opinion 
from the \uthority of men, which. he soberly c~ncei\'e!J' to be contrary to scripture ; 
for 'tis all one"to him, as if it were really so; a1l1hings are unclean to him that be~ 
lieves them ti8c1ead~ 50 aU things are damnable to him t!lat believes the"!l damnable, 
as he-must who believes them flatly -contrary to scripture. Let no man count me a 
libertine til faith; because T would neithetl!'CompeH nor be compelled to submit to tho
doctrines of men. I trll~t itt God, no man shall out~go me in zealous u contending 
for tht' fAith <mce delivered to the saints," Once for all, Ilever to receive any new floc ... 
trine, any~otber gO'Pel tlwn that preached by (;hlist and his apostles, herein I am no 
libertine; by God's gracious ~ssistltnce, neither men nor angels shallma'ke me recetle. 
from one tittle of this, nor to ellihrace wtlh divine faith olle tittle more than this j for, 
doubtles~, it is far' greater idolatry to believe in man than to sacrifiee..to man, more to 
gi,'e him my heart than my hand. And ~'et, notwithstandin~ all this, no mall is for ... 
warde! than myself to receive from others human ftoctrine as human j that is, 1 belit've · 
it is not only possible but probablu also, that another may have more natural 1IIldt:r
stallding, wore 8("cwirell learning, than myself: and so may find out that in 3('1 iptul'e, . 
or from scnpture, br oy reason, which I cannot do myself; out Jet I can have no 
fhl9!1ible a!8uraoce that the doctrwe he dcli\'crs to me is ab'if)lutdy true, because! 'ha\'c· 
assurance that 'tis possible for him to err, tJ.nd then 1 call have no assurance but that 
he may err in thet very doctrine he now delivers me. There is no Dian I e\'er heard 
or read of .. to whom I could more reallily submit to than St J\ustin, a person of won~ 
derfull sharpness in understanding, anu yet of great modesty, no way afiecting to take 
new opinionc;, much less to impose them on other~. Now, I pray, consider how can. 
we ha\'e aSSU[8nce of any ooctrine he de-livers more than another. 1 Uleap assurance 
from bis own sutho) ity or rt'ason; what he delivers from -=ripturt: authority is another 
matter ; ,we believe St Austin erred in &orne things whereof he was most confident; he . 
believed it absolutely necessary for cluldrcn to recein! the sacrament of the Lord's Sup .. 
per, as I aid; he believed it a direct heresy to hold there welc allY Antipod&: Lac- · 
tantius, -another greet ",it and great scholar, believed the like, with d i ven~ others .. 
Who then Catl doub~ that they might be mi:!ltaken in other things also? Wh.efare 
let Gud be true', and all mt"n lia~J .. in this sense" to deliver lies mater1ally; Urat is, 
_falsities for truths. ' 

What I have said of~ fatbers, must drtRinly hold gobd of councils also, though:ever. 
so general, ever 80 primitive; tor this and that father may ano have erred; surely, 
thtD, that a.d that may.. also err'; I can have no as&urROl'e in men .. nOr can 1 be saved 
by faith in ·me~i. The general oh~tlOn made against this is, ~he promis8Iwhich Christ. 
made uote) his church, "That the gates of heU should not prevail against it, 'Bnd that 
~. would · be with. tbe opoiItlc. unto )he·world's end." , As tor that olher saying of odr 
~avlOurJ ~ He that wiU not hear the chllreA, let him ire to tnee-as a heathen and a pub~ 
itca," :J can''t but wonder th., men.,pf any brailll or modesty should so grossly ablMc 
this '.yiJog; opokh of 50 ...... 1 di,ft"e.es be$ween man and man, to be· reterred to the 
ttmlJuation of tIM, church; that is, d\e cOtJgregat;o~,o~ the taithful, which they usu· 
ally aodllly .. ..J.r oboooloi 8!lJP'bie in; and ttfer this to·tke.church in general multers · 
of f6lt!> ... ' .... 'iIl the ieakt pOlnted at t~ Wherefore I pa,;., this over as very imper-. 
tHltl~t' .~d'to ab~ til. ~Or~oojectio'n. Qf more 'weight, yot no way Con· 
d.ud~ . 1I'lIiuld aaw it : ! N.&l..tnao io tbe Christian ,wor'd can mort nrmJy believe. 
tdioal .. : ~ , . _ ... ~ liolJ' shlll''''''·preloail agai".\ it. and. that ~bri.t wilLb .. 
vo~ V1(. iN 
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with hi' efturch uoto the end of the 'World;" but I do not helieve, nor amI b~od by 
scripture to believe, sud> expositions as the popish church make. of this place. lIy 
what Illlhority doth the Romi,1I chutch ~hallenge. to the~.tlve •. oo be eXpoi'lc?ra gf 
8criptur~s more than other churches? I fiod nOUling for 1t m sCripture. which 11 IDJ 
rule of fa.th. I proceed then'" the busi""", of general co.uncils. Whether they may 
eTT in some points of f.ith, and why not ? All the evaug:ehcal doctoTS. grant \.he later 
generai councils have erred; if so, why not the ~or~er? What proml~e had the f~
Iller from Christ more than the latter"? What period 15 there set JO icnplure for their 
not erring or what promise is there at all for any not to err? II The gates of hell ahaU 
not prevail against the church," I grant, what's this to a geoel'al council? Not the 
thousandth part of the clergy, not the thouaand thousandth part of the church, which 
in scripture is always put fo! the w hole body of the faithful, though of late It ~e trails. 
lated into quite another notlOo, and taken for the clergy only. But you will saY: a 
general council is the representative of the whole church: 'rhat then I Wha~ promIse 
is made 10 scnpture that the representatIVe shall not err ? You further urge, If tIle re .. 
presentative err, 'tis probable the whole church wilLreceive their error. 1 abSwer, 
we are DOW treating of matter of faith, which must not depend 00 lwmao probabilities, 
but divine certainties; besides, 'tis not so probable the church will receive the error 
of the representative. We know the whole church hath not received a truth- deter .. 
mined by them, much less an error. And, J pray, have not councils been against 
coullcils? Put then the case, a general council should err in some matters, you can't 
therefore say the whole church bath erred; the gates of hell hath pl'evailed against the 
church. I pray consider, can you truly say, the Great Turk hath prevailed against 
the Christian army, because he hath killed the thousandth part of it? And yet the 
greatest general council hold. a less proportion to the whole cburch. But I will groat 
yet more: Put the case, the whole church should deviate into some erroneous super .. 
tititiona, bad the devil therC!fore prevailed against it? Can I say, I have- prevailed 
against another man because 1 gave him some slight hurt in his leg or thigh? As long 
as his head, his heart, his arm are whole, he is still able to fight and wound me u 
had or worse; rill the tlevil caD 50 wound the whole body of the church as to de
stroy the vitals, the fundamentals, and make it DO church. the gatea of hell can't be 
said to have prevail 'd against it. Now, (jod be blessed. there have continued aU 
alODg several churches, as great or greater than the Rumish churcb, which have still 
nlaintained, in defiance of Satan, H One God the falher, of whom are all tbings, and one 
wrd Jesus Christ, by whom are all things," and several other soulld doctrinesofCbris
tianitj ; how then hath Satan prevailed, when so many millions have waged war against 
him, and upheld the kingdom of God and hi. Christ ? The scripture plainly t.n ..... 
that in the days of Anti-Chrisfs great power, the church should be driven into the 
wilderness, scarce visible in tbe world; neither ~pe nor devil hath yet 80 prevailed, but 
a. then Chri.t shall have, so Christ hath .till had a. church warring "iainst SaIa!J. 
Sure no learned Papi', willdeny, but tbat about the second century the Mille""ri" 
.. ere far ~he greater part ot tbe church, scarce any writing doctor in those days but 
~d U", or,,?r. D.d S'~D then prevail ? And in ~t Au.tin', day. the necea.ity of .m
fants. recelvlDg the Lord, Supper ·Ra •• 0 general, and held so necessary a principle. 
that It was made use of to prove the necessity of inf~ptism, thia sacrameat be;oj' 
to preeede ~he other.: In Ihose .day. a lanlhorn w.~1d .m.ve floen o ......... y 00 6a4.oul 
a chumb w.thout th •• error. D.d Satan then prc· ... ul ? but say YOll, DO ~eral c»~ 
det.rmlDed thooe .. ron ; \V hy I Because IIOne was called abOUl them; had aqy bee\> 
called, who can dDubt but that tbey would have "'olVed that. in t~ q>uncil w:1Ii!;h 
they ~II taught ... their cburches ~ No,. the spirit of God w~uld have ·pr.....-vcA;~ 
from .1: Shew DIe that prom.se 1D I<lI1pture i .f God's spirit did D\>t ,.--n'''~ 
flOm teaching the whole church eo, I foar tIie .pili! wo'lld nol ha", .pIne_ ~8i. 
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J11,Ore in council than in congregation. where an' lUcking in this error from their in
fancy, would hardly ha,·. quitted it by a detenninati~n of cOUDcil. I humbly crave 
pardon for this bol~ p .... umption, btinlf led. into .t by th~ bold ~ .. ertion of the 
Papistl, telling us Without warrant how God will preserve their COIIDCII. from error as 
if they had heen of hi. privy council. We are not to .earch inl<> God's secret ca~n-
501. for what he will permit, or why he permits thi. or that. I search aow into his 
declared promi ... , and with all the search I can possibly make. I can't find any such 
promi~ ,to ge~eral councils as not ~o err;. no, onty that .the gates of bell shalillot pre
vail agam.t h .. church .1<> destroy .t, whIch h. hath llltherl<> made .good, and I am 
,ure will to the end of the world; but beyond hi. promi.e I am oot sure of any thing, 
though it seems ever so rational. God will not endure to be fettered with sophistical 
sophisms and human consequences; and therefore I am afraid to wander ·from his 
wise and holy word, and trust to the doctrine of men seeming ever so wise, ever so 
holy; 1 reverence their persons, but can't believe i? their doctrine. I am taught to 
believe only in God, not in the church, much less lD any member, 0 1' congregation, 
or ~ouDcil; but to btlieve the holy catboHck church, that is, that G od hath had, no\v 
hath, anrl will have to the world's end, a select c?mpany of faithful ones, conftssing 
aftq serving him; to whom be honour and glory for ever. Amen. 

COllctrning Cn-emonie. and C/mrch St1"V;cc. 

Fir8~ as to ceremonies. I wonder men of any tolerable discretion should be so 
ea~er either for or against them, our salvation no way depenuing on them, but much 
hll'l.rded by our contention about them, breaking peace,. the principal thing recom. 
mended to U8 by the go. pel of peace : 8ure both are yery 'lOfu!. For my part, I think 
all .ubjects are bound in conscience;: to conform to the established ceremonies of that 
church whereof they are members, unless there he any thing tlatly against the 
word of God : For to disobey our superiors is directly against the word of God: 1 
Pet. ii. 15. U Subnlit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the LoI~ 'S sake." And 
therefore he that doth not submit, had need have as clear an evidt llce out of scripture 
that the thing he rejects is directly contrary to the word of God, otherwise h~ 
breaks an evident commandment to satisfy himself in a doubtful thing. which with .. 
Ollt doubt is damnable. St Paul requires one brother to yield unto It.nother in tbings 
mdifierent, much more children to parents, subjects to governors. But no mall 
that know8 thi, worlp .,an expect aU children, 1111 8U~iects will be dutiful and obed
ient; and therefore as children are to obey their parent5t so parents ought not to 
provuke tbeir children to disobedience, by imposin~ unnecessary things and very 
vlfensive: Yet if they do impose such things, th~ children are bound to obey, unles, 
the things imposed be offensive, to God also; then they are acquitted, not otherwise. 
But still parents mUlt remember they are to give account to God for their commands, 
.. ohild",o are for tbeir obedience: . and, .. ttin!!; this asi~e, nature alone should prompt 
p"",ntl to .. ek the love of thelT child ..... , e.peclally ,p1l1tual puent" styled the minis
ter. of God, who i. 10Ye: .liQuld . not they de.ire rather to lead tb. people into the 
boUle of God by 10.." thaD 1Whip them in by fear, I<> bavetheir el:urche. full rather 
than etnptj; lin put on ouoh a Ili\bit .. would in.vito them. in, and not .uch a. will fright 
them out. ·What ·"iIe and Ion-gfather would. put on a windiDg ... heet on his head 
~ frigbt bit weak aad . ..... plel'hild? I say tIIi. to tb. chief rulers of the church. Dot to 
.n~ri0i:roee.~. wbo~ bbeen'e tho COIlIlitutioaJ of tlw chief, and the chief ought 
I<> con tbe.aiopooitioll .of iaNri ..... , wlW .. ill be moat' !NifYIOg for. them. A. the 
apottl<il til ·thlfboigia.ing of Cbmtianity oontioued tI •• ob.erviog. Dot eatml( o{ blood, 
and th ........ , \0 ~,," 1IIiUa * J...,.,. 10 the ... rptice, with other thingo, 
Was wi .. ly III1d.,piouoly retained by the ",f"rmen from popery, when, probably, many 
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long nourished up in those cerpnloni{:s "'ould not h~\'e come into the c11urcll, hn~ aU 
these been cast out i but IlOW to ue zealous for them, when the people are so pa!slon~ 
ale agaiust them, savours mOfC or paSSiotl likewise in governours than religion; as if 
they had ralh", ,hew their authority than their charity. If they answer, that many 
of th~ir ilOLk iJrc as zealous tor the~e tlnngs as otheh agmnst .them, ,and. they bad 
ralhel {lrati(v Ihe ubedient conformers, than the mo~t ~lisoLedlent gn.lIlsayel's! I re
ply. Fir:,t, This is no obedl(;,nce to. cOD.form. to such ordmanccs of their supenors as 
they have a pa~sioll fOf. ; the ~upeflo.r~ In tll1~ confor~ rathel tl'} them than th('~ te 
their stlp~riors : try theIr obcclicllce, It they will submit to the taktng of th~se tlungs 
away, alld thm you 1I13Y have more reason to gratify them; Jet you know you 3fe 
r.at.hcl' to ht'al' \\ jth the infilmities of th~ weak, than please the strong. Love your 
fTit"Jld~ Illost, value the obedient most; but love your enemies also, endeavour to gain 
the disobedient also: the first arc your dutiful sons, abide always with you, all that 
JOu have is theirs; but yet when the prodigal, the stray rtturns, rejoyce and kill the 
fatted calf: yea, if he will not return, leave the ninety and nine, and go seek that one 
that is lo~t. But you have no hopes of gaining him, you believe 'til> not conscienoe 
hut faction, and wilful pen'erseness keeps him off; oh do not despair, believe better of 
him; charity hopeth all things, believeth all things. But you know it is so with him; 
then pity him the more going headlollg into hell, yield the more to sa,'C his soul from 
hell, overcome cyil with good, feuer him, bind him fast with chains of love; what is 
..stronger than lo .. ·c'" it will overcome schism, faction, sedition, any thing; it will over~ 
come God himself1 and even force God to with~hold him by his merciful and powerful 
Jland j and thu8, converting this perverse" sinner from the error of his way, you will 
Eave his soul alive, and cover the multitude of your sins;" a blessed and joyful work, 
whereat the angels of heaven will rejoice and sing Alleluja. amen. Oh DIy fathers t 
my fathers! that should preach and practise the gospel of peace and love to your 
children, \'ouchsafc at my humble request to read Rom. xiv. See what great liberty 
that great grancllathcr of the church allows his children, and observe in the general 
}lOW he becamc all things to all Illf'n to save some; and will not you in some things 
comply to gain alP will you restrain the liberty of the gospel to the rigidity of your 
tliscipline to lose some, to lose many, and perchance in the pnd to 106f ali, yourielves 
-and all. Be pious, ue charitable, bc prudent, build your church OB a rock that will 
.endure storms, and not 00 the saud of ceremonies, that will uulh raise storms, and pro-
JJaLly o\'cl'turn your church c're long. Uut you will say, if) ou yield to some di85eo" 
ters in tIl is, you may as well yield to others in that, and so by dpgr{'es abolish all your 
ceremonies: 1 beseech you, is not the body more than rayment, substance more than 
<ccremony, wilt Dot you quit the latter to preserve the former ? but you will preserv:c 
both, God grartt you loo.e not both. But you will say. this i. the way to loose both, 
.first take a~ay cerel~lonies, thereby ~ou Joose your friends, and then. lie exposed to 
your enenlles to SI'011 yotlr goods. It your goods be the substance of your re1igioll, 
and. ~'OU preserve y~ur.ceremonies to preserve.these, then really my fear of your loosing 
all IS encreast;~; ~llls IS a very san~y and dlfty foundatioD, can't hold out against 
storms; but.f faIth, hope and c1",nty be the substance of your religion (as I hope il 
is) these stood firm. anti encreas~d i!l the primitive times, in the greatest'stonus, when 
the whol.e ~orld of Jews and Gentiles .were enemiea toAtbe church., and not one of YDU[ 
ceremoDl.es JO. the c~urch to p,res~rve It: , the 8im~le n.aked truth without aay IMlI'pHce 
to CO\le'r I~ Without any eccleSiastical polley to malDtalD it, overcameall

J 
and 10 wa\lkl 

-do now, d.d we trost to that and the defender of it. Perchance I appear. g",.t eoo
my 10 the surplice, 80 of tell namin,'1 that; I confess I am l would yo~ know will; . Np~ 
that. I (~ .. llke, but, lD roy own. Jud~em<nt, much approve a pure wbit. tOIiII"~&Oe 
mID,,!er s ,h?ulden, to pot hIm \8 m,nd tltat purity !Je<,om .. a mjQu.~r of~'~h 
bot such dirty nasty surph •• as most ·of them wear, aQd e.pc~I.l' '. &be oiDgen lao 
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'ctLthedr:ils (where they should be nlost decent ) is rather an imitation of tlleir dirty lives, 
and have given my stomach such a surfeit of them, 33 I hav<, almost all averscnes<; to 
llli: and I am confidrnt, had not this dectot habit been so undecently abused, it \uul 
never been so generally luathed. 

I will name another ceremony whirh giv( s g reat offence, with greater rC Json, th e:
bowing towards the altar, whit'h, in my judgemellt. I allow and practise iu ~omr.: 
measure, when I come into such congregations a~ ~cnerall'y use it, :tvoiding still to 
~i\'e offence to any as far as I may. with a safe conscience. I affirm, 'tis a very fitting 
thiDa to shew reverence in the house of frod, and to shew it hy bowing as well as any 
othe~ means, anJ to bow that way as \\ til as ,my other \\'3)', and in bowing, if the con
gregation did it to the south or the west, I should as readily conform to that. But 
you will say the prinlitive Christians, as we read, did generally bow towards the east 
(the priJUiti\'e Christian!> {lid so, I grant, hut not the prime primitive) what then? ls 
this any obligation 011 ll!> no\\' ? the primitive did also usc chrysm, or consecrated oyl, 
yet we rttaio it 1I0t; it grew into an abuse. therefore left of}: so hath this bowing to~ 
wards the altar by the papists, supposing Christ corporally present there: and~ truly 
many of our church· men give great suspicion to the people, that they also belic\'e some 
such thing, othrrwise pray answer me, when a minister at his eutring into the church 
hath bowed to shew his re~rence in the house of God, and when h.e ascends lil' to 
the altar bows again, to shew some particular reverence in that place where that blessed 
sacralnt'nl is consecraled. (Itt this pass for goud also, though something may be said 
against it) yet I pr-dy tell me, why the reader. passing from one side of the church to 
thtother, and the miuister pas~ing from one end of the altar to the other, bows again ? 
tiurely in reverence to the King of kings he supposes there sitting, who can imagine 
any other cause of his homage? and yet I verily believe this IS not the cause, but 
merely for a canseles!O custom taken up one from another (the common beginning of 
all superstitions) having no reason for it. hut much against it, giving thereby great 
scandal to weak ones, and ground of slauder to malicious onfS, who lay hold on any 
ocra..,ion" to accuse them of papistry j for certainly 't is done with little or no reaSOR, 
or WJ4:h a great deal of supef!itition: 

Now as to that granrl debated ceremony of kneeling at the Lord's Supper, I think 
tl lere is no reason to condemn those that u-sc it, nor much reason to press it on those 
that t1isuse it. \rhy? are we not to perform tbs great act of llc'o'otion with all pos~ 
sible reverence? I grant it, but is this to oe cxpress'J altogether in the outward pos
ture of the body? if so, then your opposers thus retort it upon )"ou; jf outward IJlJ" 
mility he the thing you contend for, you ought to shew it to your(jod in the humblt'st 
way, and that is by prostrating rather than kneeling j but ifinward humility, sllre that 
~~onsists chietly in obeuience to what Christ commanded, and to do it"'as he practised. 
11, who can doubt but this is the most perfect obedience? and you knQw when our 
Saviour instituted this blessed sacrament, he gave this conlmand in the close. " Do 
this in remembrance of me;" and sure he remembers our Saviour best who t..Iolh e\'ery 
t!ling aa he did, both in substance and certmony, and so we find the primitive Chris .. 
tlans did, observing alto to' receive it at supper, as our Saviour did j but when this 
grew into a sinful abuse, the ceremony was altered to preserve the substance in more 
purity; SO ·'Was kD~ling abulOd' by the papists and turned into superstition, why not 
therefore changed in like manned But yO'u kneel without any superstition, you do 
not adore the elementa 00 the tab,., as the papists do, but Christ in Heaven_ And 
SO this m .. n receives sitting and It sup~er without any irrevertnce, he doth it so mere~ 
Jy in Wdieaee to Chr5at's command, both in ceremony aid substance, If Do this in 
remC1l1'1inilce of me." But you. not conceive Christ's command extended to the cere. 
moni"l, but-onlY-I'! the subttaace, aod the church hath expressly cOll)m.nded kneel· 
Ing .. !.be _0 , ... ereod pGltute, .therMOre you ought to obey, 1 tbiok so too: but 
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IOIlfJ' nourished up in those cerC'lllonil's would not have come into the church, had aU 
the~e hetn cast out ; but 110W to be zealous fur tht'ln, when the people are so pa!sion· 
ate against t.hem, savours 0I01't' Dr passion likewise in governours than reJigioll; as jf 
they had ralhn ,hew their authority than their charity. If they anower. Ihat many 
of tht'lf flock afC as zealous for these things as otilers against them, and they had 
rather oratif't' the oLeliipnt conformers, than the mo~t clisouediellt gainsayers, Ire· 
ply. rlr3t, 'this is u? ouedit:nce to, con,form. to such ordinances of their superiors as 
they bart a paflsioll tor,; the ~upeno.r~ 111 tlll~ confof!ll rather It) ,them ,t1130 the,)' 16 
their superiors; try their obedlf'llcc, It they wIll submit to the takmg of these thmgs 
away, and then you llIay have morc reason to gratify them; yet you know you are 
r.ather to uear with the infirmities of the weak, than please thl! strong. Love yO'Jf 

friends 1II0St, value the obedient most; but love your enemies also, endeavour to gain 
the disobedieut also: the first are your dutiful sons, abide always with you, all tl1at 
you have is theirs ; but yet when the prodigal, the stray returns, r~joyce and kill the 
Ji!ued calf: yea, if he will not return, leave the ninety anti nine, and go seek that one 
that i.s lo'-t. But you have no hopes of gaining him, you believe 'tis not conscience 
hut faction, and wilful pen'erseness keeps him off; oh do not despair, believe better of 
him; charity hopeth all things, believeth all things. But you know it is so with him j 
then pity him the more going headlong into hell, yield the more to save his soul froDl 
hell, overcome evil with good, fetter him, bind him fast with chains of'love; what is 
.stronO'cr than love; it will overcome schism, faction, sedition, any thing j it will o,,'er
comeoGod himself, and even fOl'ce God to with-hold him by his merciful and powerful 
~land; and thus, converting this pen'erse" sinner from the error of his way, you will 
6ave his soul alive, and cover tht: multitude of your sins;" a blessed and joyful work. 
whereat the angels of heaven will rejoice and sing Alleluja, amen. Oh my fathers ! 
my fathers! that should preach and practise the gospel of peace and love to your 
children, vouchsafe at my humble reqlle~t to read Rom. xiv. See what great liberty 
that great gl'andf~lthcr of the church allows his children, and observe ill the general 
how he became all things to all men to save some; and will not you in some things 
comply to gain alE will you restrain the liberty of the gospel to the rigidity of your 
discipline to lose some, to lose many, and perchance in the encl to 106e all, yourielves 
llnd all, J3e pious, be charitable, be prudent, build your chul"(;h oi a rock that will 
-endure storms, and not 011 the sand of ceremonies, that will both raise storms. and pro
.oably O\'Crturn your church e're long. But you will say, if)ou )ield to some dissen .. 
ters in this, YOII may as well yidd to others ill that, and so by degrees abolish all YOUf 

ceremonies: I Uc::seech JOu, is not the body more than raymelit, substance more than. 
.ceremony, will not you quit the latter to preserve the former? but you will preserve 
both, God grant you loose not both. nut you will .ay. this is the way to loose both, 
.tirst take away ceremonies, thereby you loose your friends, and then lie expoied to 
your enemies to sl~oil yoor goods. If your goods be the substance of your religioo, 
and, you prest>rve y~ur,cer~monies to preserve,these, then really my fear of your loosing 
~Il IS encrea~d; ~tllS 1S a very s"n~y and dllty foundation, can't hold out against 
storms; but If faith, hope and chanty be Ule substance of your religion, (as I hope i1 
,is) these stood firm and encreas~d i~l the primitive times, in the greatest storms, whea 
the whol,e ~orld of jews and Gentiles ,were en~miell to .. <ttbe church, and not ODe of your 
ceremom.es In the c~ul'ch to p.'cserve It: . the "m~le ~aked truth witbout '''y. ""'1!1iI'C 
to caller It, Without any eccleSiastical pohcy to malDtam it, overcame.al1 and ... Q\lld 
·do now, did we tru.t to that and the defender of it . . Percha""" I appe~r -s;.
my to th~ ~s~lrplice, ~ often. namiD~ tbat; I confess I am ; would yOIj kD01f . if~ 
that. I d.l.tlke, but. ID JOy owo. Judl(ement. much approve. pure white . ~ 
mlDlster' shoulders, to put hIm Ul mlBd that punly becomes am.iDist.e,"'ftloe~I' 
but such ditty nasty surphe. a. most·of them wear, aQd especia;lll' ,tbe tiDgert 111. 
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rtthednl1s (where they should be n}ost (ieeen!) i'i rather an imitation of their dirty lives, 
amI ha\'t~ given m)' stomach such a surfeit of them, as I ha\'t> almost an averst'ue~') to 
,,11: and I am confident, had not this deernt habit been so unc1ecently abused, it hall 
never been so generally loathed. 

I will name another ceremony which gi,'( 5 ~reat offence. with greater rCJson, the 
bowing towards the altar, whit.'h, in my jlld~emellt. I allow and practise la some 
measure, when 1 come into such congregations as gcncrallJ lIse it, avoiding still to 
gi\'e offence to any as faT ns 1 may. with a safe conscience. I atlil'm, 'tis a ,'ery fitting 
thing to shew reverence in the hOllse of Goel. and to shew it hy bowing as well as any 
other mean~, allo to bow that way as \\ ell as .IIlY other way, and in howing, jf the con
gregation clid it to the south or the west, I should as readily conform to that. But 
you will say the primitive Christians, as we read, did generally bow towards the east 
(tile priluiti\'e Christians did so, I grant, hut not the prillI{' primitive) what then? Is 
this any obligation 011 us now? the primiti\'e did al!)() me chrYSlll, or consecrated oyl, 
yet we rttain it not; it g-tew into an abuse. therefore left on~ 'iO hath this bowing to .. 
wards the allar by the papists, supposing Christ corpornlly prc\enL there: and, truly 
many of our church· men gi,7e great suspicion to the people, that they also belic\"e some 
such t;hing, othf>rwise pray answer me, wh(>11 a minister at hi~ entl ing- into the church 
hath Lowed to shew his re~rence in the house of God, and when h.e ascends up to 
thealtat bows again, to shew some particlIlar reverence in that place where that blessed 
sacrament is const'cralen. (It:t this pass for gOlJd also, though something may be said 
against it) yet 1 p ... dY tell me, why the reader, passing from one side of the church to 
the other, and the lnlllister passing from one end of the altar to the other, bows again? 
liurely in reverence to tlle King of kings he supposes there sitting, who can imagine 
any uther cause of his homage? and yet [ \·edly believe this IS not the cause, but 
merely for a causeleslt cu:;tom taken up one from another (the common heginning of 
all superstitions) ha\ ing no reason for it, but much against it, giving thereby great 
scandal to weak ones, and ground of slauder to maliciuus onts, who lay hold on any 
oC(,L' sions to aCCU!'ie them of papistry; for certainly 'tis done with little or no reason, 
or w:th a great deal of superstition. 

Now as to that granri debated ceremony of kneeling at the Lord's Supper, I think 
tLere is no reason to conrlemn those that use it, nor mudl reason to press it on those 
that disuse it. 'fhy r are we not to perform tbs g-reat act ot df\'otlOn with all pos· 
Sible reverence? 1 grant it, but is this to be express'tl altogether in the outward pos. 
ture of the bo(ly ~ if so, then your opposers thus retort it upon you: if outward hu .. 
mility be the thing you contend for, you ought to shew it to YOllr vod in the humblest 
way, and that is Ly prostrating rather than kneeling; but if inward humility, sure that 
r.onsists chiefly in obedience to what Christ commanded, and to do it~as he practise~t 
i~, who can douut but this is the most perfect obedience? and you know when our 
Saviour Instituted this blessed sacraillent, he gave this command in the close, H Do 
this in remembrance of me;" and sure he remembers our Saviour best who u.oth c\'ery 
thing as he did, both in substance and .ceremony, and so we find the primith'e Chris
tians did, observing also to rec:ei\'e it at supper, as our Saviour did; but when this 
grew into a ainful abuse, the ceremony wall altered to preser\'e the substance in more 
purity; 10.\V .. kneeling abu.·by the papists and turned into superstition, why not 
therefore cbangtd in like manner? But you kneei without any superstition, you do 
not adore tile element. on the table, as the papists do, but Christ in Heaven. And 
SO this man receives sitting and at &upper witaout any irreverence. he doth it so mere· 
Iy in -..ieace tf) Chriet', command, both in ceremony a.d substan:e, 'j Do this in 
,emeID""'"" of me." Bot youdo not conceive Christ'. command extended to the cere_ 
mon~ ilut.ooly tq the sub_co, and tbe churcb hatb expressl,)' co"!manded kneel
Ing " ... _0 _tend postme, .th~ro you ought to obey, 1 think so too: but 
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thi, man cODceiv"" Cbri.t commands both substance and ceremDOi"" to be obaerved, 
and conoequently conceives the church's command contrary to Christ's, therefore he 
ought not 10 obey till you can rectify hi, judgment; if you can, then he ought to 
obey also; if you canDot, have patience with your weak brother, ~equlre no more of 
him in this matter then Christ required of. his disciple. ; sure Cbrlst would not h~ve 
allowed auy un6ttingposture ; be not overwlse, nor over holy, condemn not that .whlch 
Christ allowed. God is so infinitely gracious as to accept our poor devot~oD8 I~ any 
form, ifbut sincere in substance, nay though weak and frail in thp substantial part, he 
will not break the bruised re.d, nor quench the smosking flax; hi. tender fathetly 
bowels yem upon his dear children coming to him afar off: Oh then let u' learn to 
be Jike minded, tender and compassionate to our weak brethren, admit them ioto God·s 
worship in any posture; if they come in sincerity of heart, reject not those whom God 
accepts. 

I might go on thus to handle other ceremonies, as the cross in baptism, the ring in 
marriage, &c. ; but I conceive it needless, the same reasons being applicable to all, 
and he that is once brought to be indift'erent and unconcerned in one, will soon be 80 
disposed to all. Wherefore I conclude this point of ceremonies with St Paul, "He 
that regardeth a day, regardetb it unto the Lord, and he that regardeth not the day, 
to the Lord he doth not regard it, he that eateth, eatet" to the ,Lord, for he givdh 
God thanks, and he that eateth not to the Lord, he eateth not, and giveth God thank.;" 
So he that kneeletb, kneeleth to the Lord, and he that kneeleth not to tbe Lord, he 
kneeleth noL And I desire you farther to observe this circumstance in St Paul', 
words, how he calls the zealo1lS observer of ceremonial matters, the weak brother, aBd 
commands the .trong not to de.pise him, it being really a ·d .. picable weakness and a 
childish or effeminate kind of devotion to be zealous in any ceremonial observance, 
which masculine spirits afe apt to despise, but in Christian charity ought rather to pity 
and bear the infirmities of others. Wherefore let us be the men of uDdel'8tanding. men 
in devotion, be zealous, and hold fast the substantial parts of religion, piety, justice, 
temperance, chastity, truth, sincerity, stand fa!'t for these, not recede one hair's 
hrea~th from the.e, keep but our ground and fight it out like meu to death again.t all 
powers and pTlDcipalities on earth, or under the earth, and let us leave it to women 
and child~n to contend about crremonies, let it be indiBerent to us, whether this or that, 
or no ceremony, whether kneel or not kneel, bow or not bow, surr.lice or not surplice, 
cross or no cross, ring or DO ring, Jet us gh'e glClry to God in ai, and no offence to 
our brethren in auy thing. 

Now if any man would be so curious as to ask, why St Paul did not determine this 
poin~ whether they .hould eat herb. only, Dr other meats also; wbetber regard a day 
or not; aDd 10 establish uniformity among them? I cannot imagine allY other realOn, 
but ~eerly to teach us this charitable compliance with one another. as necealM'1 a 
pr~ctlce as any othtr. Man is a very ticklish animal to govern; he will not alwayslM! 
gUided by reason and authority; man hath a win as well as reason, and will have hi. 
own will in many things, even the godly: Very few are found 10 entirely pious •• 
wholly to de~y themselves, 'tis.o high and .harp s poiot ofreligioo as you ma,- break 
t~. heart .triogs of many in winding them up so hig!>, and thul c;.ck all thoir ... Ii
~lOn; perchance you woulrl find It so yourselves, Dad the nonconformists the acrew" 
109 ,rou up .. you them. Wherefore consider you,:",lve., les,t ye also be temp~" be 
chafltable to tbe weak, proceed not so severely a/r"nst them In ,our courts of ;.a
ture, but remember what St Paul .. ith, ColDS, Ii, "Let no man judge ,ao 1n llleat. 
or ~rink, Dr io rClf'ect of. an holy-day, or ofthe flew moon, Dr of tbe .. b/M411 ~ 
whlCb are a shadow of thmg. to come, but the body is of Chrilt s" will yell ... "" 
reepect of an holy-day, cr088 m bap"""" 'tanding at the CUed, boding'" W ·_ 
ment, and tbe Ii"., will you io respect of such shadows, judge, ."oom_iCa&ct;·_ .. 
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tence to .v.rlasting flames a oouI thaI holds o( the body of Chris!, believes all hi. holy 
1(01pC1, accords "'ith YDO in ODe faith, one baptism, who acknowledges the only Into 
God, Creator of J;!eaven and earth, and Jesus Christ, whom he hath sent to he Lhe 
Redeemer of mankind, which our Saviour affirms, "To be eternal life;" will YOIl 

condemn ouch a one to eternal death? God forbid. M.V reverend fathers and judges 
of the church, I with St Paul, Col. iii. beseech you, "Put on fatherly bowels of mer
cies, kindness, humbleness ofrnin~ meekness, long Buffering," towlrds yoltr poor weak 
children, and so long as they hold fast the body of Christ, be not so rigorous with 
them for ~hadows; if they submit to you in substance, have patience though they do 
not submit in ceremonies; and give me leave to tell you my poor opinion: This violent 
pressinga of ceremonies hath, I humbly conceive, been a great hindrance from embra w 

cing them, meD fearing your intentions therein to be rar worse than really they are, 
and therefore abhor them, Have you ne\'cr ob!lerved a flock of sheep forcibly driven 
over a narrow bridge; the poor sheep fearing they are going into some penn or slaugh. 
tt"r, chuse rather to leap into the ri\'el' than go forwards; but drive them on gently 
and patiently, they will of themseh'es take the way you desire. Uniformity in cere .. 
mooy is a good and desirable thing, therefore endeavour it; but unity in faith and 
charity is better, aD~ therefore. jf you cannot obtain tbat, be sure to presen'e this; 
this is the one thing necessar/; chuse this better part iF you cannot have both; for 
this force, urging uniformity in worship, hath caused great division in faith as well as 
charity; for had you, by abolishing some ceremonies, taken the weak brethren into 
your church, they had not wandred about after seducing teachers, nor fallen into so 
many gross opinions of their own, but, being daily catechised and instructed by YOUl" 

orthodox and &Qund preaching, they would have followed you like good sheep, where
as nuw they wander about into a hundred by.paths of error, many whereof lead head .. 
long to hell. Now I beseech you in the fear of God, set before your eyes the dread
full day of judgment, when Christ on his tribunal of justice shall require an account 
of every word and deed, and shaH thus question you: Here are several souls who, lao. 
kill(otfence at your ceremonies, have forsaken my church, have forsaken the faith, have 
run "to hell, the ... ul. tor which I shed my precious blood; why have you suffered 
this? Nay, why have you occasioned this? Will you answer, it was to preserve your 
ceremonies? Will not Christ return unto you, are your cerf"monies more dear unto 
you than the souls (or which I died' Who hath required these things at 'your hands' 
Will you for ceremonies, which you yourselves contess to be indifferent, no way ne
cessary unto salvation, suffer your weak brethren to perish, for whom I died? Have 
not 1 shewed you hGW " David and his soldiers were guiltless in eating the shew-bread, 
which wae not lawful but only for tbe priests to eat 1" If David dispensed with a cere
mony cOlllmanded by God, to satisty the hunger of his people, will not you dispence 
witb you, own ceremonies to .ati.fy the souls of my people, who are c'alled by my 
name, and p'rOfes. my name, though in weakness? Or will you telL Christ they ought 
to lufIer for their own wilfulness and perverseness, who will not submit to the laws of 
the choreb .. tbey ought; will not Christ return? Shan they perish for transgressing 
~our humane Ia .... which they ignprantly conclude erroneous, and .hall not you perish 
tor Ira ••••• iog Kly divineJawo, which you know to be good and holy? Had I mercy 
on you, &ad -.bOlIta not you have had mercy on your fellow servants? With the saOle 
meaaure you meeted jt .hall be measured to you again. I tremble to go farther, but 
moot humbly beoe.ch you for Cbrist', Bake, endeavour to regain these stray sheep, for 
whem he .bed hi. precious blObd, aQOI! think it as great an advantage, as great ap ho
nour to , .... as ic .. as to' St Paul to ilecome all things to all men, that you may gain 
some, -II dooabtlCIII you will .. ""y. the"tlb not .11; and the fe" .tande .. off will become 
the DlDre ClOIIYioc:C4.l8nd .at loog _log .caried out aad gained alao. Thus, having 
redllCed aU itato ODC IVId in true faith aad Cbriatian cbarity, the present generation 
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will much for~.t. the succeeding, generation will b. whony ignorant of, these, c~",
momous tanctt's; and all animosities being qUite extmgUl!lhed, wholesome edlfylDg 
ceremonies may be easily introduced again with comfort to all, which are noW irkSOlJIe 
and grievous to many. And so 1 pass on to the second matter, the church ~rvice I 
con tamed in the Books of Common Prayer. whereof briefly, because what I saul be .. . 
fore may be reply'd 10 this abo. 

Concel'ning Churc!. Ser .. ice. 

I win not here ellier into the dispute, whether it be lawful fpr a chlJtch to have' ~ 
set form of prayt'f, supposing that there are uone .but either highly fan~tjck. or highly 
£iCtious, that atErOl It unlawful j and with such I have DO reason ~o expect that 
Tca~onable argumt"nts s}lOuld prevail; for enough hath been already printed to this 
purpose. I may also suppose, J.hat there is nothing cont'ained in our Book of Cotn~ 
mon Prayer that is directly contrary ,to the word of God; for had there been any such 
thing, we should have hpard of it long since, which I ~ever yet did from any sober 
man. And truly I might, in t;Jlc third place, suppose, that (a Book of Common l)rayer 
being no way contrary to the word of God) the use of it i~ far more conducing to 
piety than to suffer extemporary prayer to be used generally in churches; experienct 
hath fully declared it in our late confused times, when a man shoulrl have heard in 
many churches such extravagant. such wild, such rash, such blasphemous expressions 
as would drive any sober conscientious person out of their churches. Can you with 
leason expect it otherwise, when half the chnrches in this nation have not a tolerable 
maintenance to support men of parts and discretion fit to perform so bolemn and holy 
an office? Had we the holiness, the zeal, the cltarity, the humility oftbe priniiti\ie 
times. when men forsook all the world, and daily sacrificed their lives for the !ef'vice 
of God, we might hope that God would graciously pour down upon US, as he did on 
them, the sjJecial gifts of praying and prophesying; but DOW, when most serve GOO 
for gain, and would neither opeh nor shut the church doors for nought, as Malachi 
saith, we must not expect those gifts and graces. And then-fore [ conceive it abso~ 
h)tely necessary to have some form presci ibed to be Ilsed hy all; for were there liberty 
left to tile more able and dIscreet, most would suppose tilcmsel",'ts to be such, (rew 'dis~ 
covering tfwir own weakness) and were it left to the bishop to licence aR he ~w fit, it 
would ~ro,·e a vcry great cau~e of heart.bur!,ing among hisclergy~ and hatred to\verds 
l1imselt, yea and rebellion against him and the laws. -But now, iJ\ Christ, [ humbly 
beseech the governors of the church calrqly to consider, were it not better to have 
such a form of service as w(J\tld satisf)' most, The fathers of our church. as I said be~ 
fore, when tbey reformed this nation ftom popery, wt're desirous 10 fetch off·as maoy 
as they could, retatllitl~ for this cause all the ceremonies and forms of praytor they 
could with a good rectified I"onscience, ami therefore they prescribed that fonn of 
second sen'ice to be at the altar, as carrying some resemblance to the nlass, then the 
peoplt's delight, ,,,hi(h, being no\V become the people's hatE', shouJd for the same re~ 
semt)lanc(>, accordinf1 to t~l e same rule of reaSOD, be now taken away, \Ve commend 
our for~fathers for dOIng plou51y and wisely, and ~t we will not imitate tbem.; they 
endea:toured to pledse and ' g-:in the people, we will needs c.li~ptease ana lo~~t~,m: 
Certamly we cannot do our forefathers a grealer honour than to obsen'e their :rule of 
rcasQiI, to conform to the times; and therefore !'bey are grossly injshtken "",flo 'drink 
it a dishonour Ib'them for us to take away what they have establi.hed. when we'keep 
close to the reaso,n wh~refore they dirl establish it. Wise physicians, by the taMe rule 
of reason1 prescnbe thIngs cle.lr contrary, according to the temper of tfteir-patieDta,· 
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bot or cold; some other things I could mention in tbe Book of Common Prayer 
(though n. ways ill in tbemselves) yet fit to be alterecl. and would obviously appeal 
so to every wise man once resolved to compose slich a form as would take in OI O:>t of 
tilis nation, which 1 humbly conceive governors should in conscience endeavour, be ~ 
coming .11 things to all men to gain some. though not all; yet happily gain all ill 
process of time, for the reasOIl before specified. 

But though I desire such a form of service, such ceremonies also to be established. 
as may give most general satisfaction, yet I desire what is established may be generally 
observed. 'Ind not a liberty left (as some do propose) to add or detract ceremonies or 
prayers accOlding to the various opinions and humours of men j for certainly this woultl 
cause great faction and division j those that are tor ceremonies would run from thei r 
own church to others where they Wf're used, others to some fine fancied prayers of such 
3S tlu:y approve of; and thus sOlTIe churches would be thronged, others deserted, and 
no account could be taken by the pastor of this congregation; atheists also, and 
papistA, under pretence of frequenting other churches, would abandon all. This course 
(3ay you) would bring but few into the church, and perchance dlive some out, who, 
having been long bred up to such and such ceremonies, would have small devotion to 
frequent the chureh if all or many were abolished. To thi~ I answer, that certainly 
hia religion is vain ~that would abandon the substance for want of' the ceremonies, 
which ht" acknowledgeth to be no way necessary, but only more sati~factioI1 to his 
mind: Surely a very ignorant mind, who hath not learnt, CI That obedience is bet
ter than sa('rjfice and whole burnt·offerings." And surely a \'cry uncharitable mind. 
who would not leave ninety and nine unnecessary ceremonies, to bring one sinful 
btrayed sheep into the congregation, and convert him from the error of his non-con
forming way. I profess I am amazed to see how many men of a very good sence in 
most things, so zealously erroneous in this business of religion, seeing the scripture 80 

plaiply declares, that nothing so coters the multitude of our sins as an act of charity; 
nothing so acceptable unto God, so joyful to his holy an~els, as conversion of a sinner. 
Yl't these men will most passionately (and pardon me it 1 say most uncharitably and 
jrrdigiously) cry, Away with these idiot sectaries and mad fanaticks, let them wandel' 
and perish in their' own wild imaginatioDs, Wf". will not leave one ceremony, nor any 
one line of our Common· Prayer Book, to gain thousattds of them. No, if you alter 
that, we will rather leave the church, and go to the papists mass. If these be not as 
simple sectaries and mad fanaticKs as any whatsoever, Jet God and hiS holy angels 
judge. But ali for you, my reverend fathers of the church, J hope you will consult 
with scripture in this weighty affair, and model all according to the rules of meekness, 
charity, and compas!'ionate tenderness to weak ones there set down; and endeavour, 
with prudent adnlUuitioDs to rectify the errors of these too zealous ceremonists, and 
with fatherly bowels of condescentioo to win the hearts of blind and wilful seperatists. 
Certainly the more understanding and powerful leaders of them will not, cannot, have 
the face to atand oil' after your chariti&ble condescension, their populous pretences will 
~)t so confuted, their mouths so stopped, their faces so confounded, as for mere shame, 
~f Dot for reason and religion, they must come into our church j and their pastors com
l~g in, the &beep will follow, though some stand a while and gaze; but at length, ha
vmg no men of ability to lead them on their, peT\'erse ways, the shop-prating weavcrs 
and coblers will 8000 be deserted, and made heartless. seeing their own naked tully. 
And then Iball we .11 join and jOffully sing Te lHum in our churches, and the hOly 
angels in tbe Heave"s. And then I .hall most gladly sin~ with good old Simeon, 
"Lord. DOW let thy servant depart in peace. for mine eyes Qave 8een thy .• alvlftion." 
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C{)ncerning Preaching. 

It remains that I now handle this great business of preaching, wherein I fear I shall 
displease many there ht'ing Lut a few who use it according to the original inslitutio'n; 
and yet I had ;athef they 5hou.lfI. preacl~ as they do then quitt! omit it; fo: ~ertainly 
'tis a llecessarv work for a mmlster ot the gospel to prc(tt:h the guspel. SalOt Pau' 
tells us "That some preach the gospel out of envy i'~ yet he wa~ ph-ased that Cbrj~t 
shouk!' be so pre<1chc? rather than not pl'ea~hed; anti so I say of Pl, (',,<:hing <::~~st out 
of vallity as 'tis eVident many do, preaclung themselves and thelr own abilities, at 
least as t'h~y think auilili<'s, thOll~h olkn great weaknesbcs and conceiteu ilUpertinenceis. 
I beseech you tell rot', (lid nol (,hri!)L and the npostles prtach the best way? and are 
not we to follow their example? ·Who dare say otherwise? yet many do otilcrwise; 
they take here or t.here a sentence of scriplure, til(' shorter and morc abstruse the bet
ter, to shew their skill and inn'ution. this they divide and subdiviclc into generals and· 
particulars, the lJu;d, the qllale, the quantum, and such like quack-salving fOrolS; 
then they study how to hook in this or that quaint seott-nce of philosopher or father" 
this or that nice speculation, endeavouring to couch all this in most elegant language; 
in short, their main end is to shew their wit, their reading, and ",hatever they think 
is excellent in them: No doubt rarely agreeing wit.h that of 5t Paul, It I dctennined 
not to know afiy thing among you save Jesus Christ and him crucified; and my speech 
and preaching was not with enticing words of man'~ wisdom, out in demonstration of 
the Spirit and of power:" 1 Cor. ii. And I vtrily believe this is the reason why 
preaching hath so little effect in these days, because they labour to speak the wisdom 
of this world, which is foolishness with God, nor do they preach ill d.emonstration of 
the spirit, but in demonstration of their karning. 1 know full well this unapostolick 
way of preaching was used by some of the ancient' fatbers, especially the G reeks,. al
ways fond of niceties and curiosities, and being now become Cllristians (as I said be
tore) transplanted their beloved rhetorkal flowers of human learning into Christian 
gardens, which proved rather weeds to over· run the seed of sOllnd and plain aposto
lick uoctrioe, human nature being a soil apter to give nourishment and vigour to hu
man principles than divine. But when did ever any learned, witty, rhetorical harangue, 
or cunning syllogistical discourse, convert the tythe of St Peter's or 8t Paurs foolish 
preaching, as he terms it, "but the wisdom of God to those that are perfect," and 
sound in the faith? Who is iguorant of that famous passage at the council of Nice ~ 
whither rcsortt.'d, with (livers others, one eminent heathen philosophcr. oficring him
self (as tht: man ncr of those ,'ain~gIOl"ious sophisters was) to dispute with tht: Chri5~ 
tian doctors j some bishops of great repute for learning, untler him, as they thouglJt, 
clearly confuted, but no way converted him; at last rises up a grave ancient hi¢op 
of small learning. hut of great faith and piety, and (with great dissatisfaction of his 
nrcUlfell, fearing some gro ... s Lame should hefal this good mao) comes up to the philoso
ph~r, a~cl ~ith gre;t majesti~QI a~!thority. recites unto him the apostolick creed, ., I 
l~dlC:,·e In God ~h~ l,~ther l~lllliglity -and 111 the clo~e calls to him, 0 phHosopher. pe .. 
hevest tho'! tillS,!" 1,1I.t' phdo~opher answe~'ed, I behe\'e, not being aule to resist t,he 
dem?n!tratl~n ot Splnt nnd PO\\' t'T, wherewl,t.h he utte~ed thos~ divine mysteries. as ,he 
confess~ betor.e ti,lcm all. You Will say 111\S was a mIracle of great rarity; 1 grant it, 
hut m~ny such Jnlfades should we sec! I~ad we the raith and powerful spirit of this 
holy bishop, anti w?uld endc,av?ur to Imitate apostohcal preachlng, not pbilpsophi~al 
argulIJg, nor rhetoTlcal declalmmg. , 

We see plainly the apostolical preaching was either catechistical insU'lCtioJJI,J or 
pious 3(lmonitions! D?t tying ~hemsel~e6 to any form, but past from 0. II!8t,te~. to 
another as the auditor s condJtlon requIred, not as the preacher's f4PCY ~nd r~lDg 
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prompted; just as the Roman emperor Caligula, who, when clel,inquents came before 
him to be judged, condemned or acquitted them as agreed ut:st wIth the current of his 
oration: So these men shape th~ir discourse more to the applause tban edification of 
the 'hearers. And s? much time.is spent ill compo~ing , the!i~ oratory scrm?~s! as the 
minister hath not leIsure to pertorm a qllarter ct hiS parochial duty, of vIsIting the 
sick. of admonishing the scandalous, of reconciling the janglers, of private examinill~ 
and instructing the poor ignorant souls, thou!!amls in every country as ignorant a .. 
beathen8, who understand no more of most sermons than if in Greek; so that the 
sermon i8 rather a banquet for the wantons that are full, than instruction to those who 
are even starved for want of spiritual food, the vlain and saving word of Christ, not 
the nice conceited word of man, which may nourish caJ1lPlions, never make solid 
sound Christiau8. There are olhers of a dine"rent strain, who, wanting hath wit and 
learning also, think to supply all by strength of lungs, hy lond and long baholing, 
riding hackney from one good town to another, and with ten'cncy of spirit like a boil
jng pot running over where-ever they come. \Vere it a laughing matter, who could 
contain to hear some seeming zealot pastors talk so much of their ollligat ion to preach 
the gospel, and must (forsooth) do it in th~ pulpit twice a. Sunday, counting those 
almost accursed that do not so, and yet have many poor sheep in tht:ir tlock as iguo
mDt as any sheep, \vholll they never regard, never instruct in the first principles of the 
!\ospel; as if preaching were tyed to the pulpit and the sabbath-day_ Pardon me, 
lf I tell you a story which now comes into my head. I chanced -to be 1n a lord's house 
on a Saturday, when a. zCalous minister came In; after some compliments and cere
monious ribscoul"st.!, he told the lord, that where-ever he was, he ne\'e r fHiled to preadl 
the gospd on the Lord 's day as his duty, and therefore entrf"a ted that the pastor of the 
parisll might be desired to give place to him next morning. 1 suspecting both his 
1.eai and design (whi ch a rterwards appeared) askt:<l him, if he had received any parti
cular command from ehTlst to preach at this place, and that hour ~ The minister start· 
ling at my question, answered, No. 1 replied, sure then other ministers had the same 
(.hligation to preach tht! gospel as he had, anel. moreover, it was the pastor's particular 
dt·ty to preach to his own congregation on the Lord's day, how then could he in con· 
science ~esire the pastor to, omit hiS duty, and give place to a stran~er who had there 
no duty IOcumbent upon 11Im? But the lord pulled me by the elbow, and took me off 
from farther preSSitlg him, and told him, he would senel to the pastor to give him place. 
But to return to our husille!!s. Very few are to be found, here and tlicrf' one of piety 
~nd discretion, that uelJlcans himself prudently in his office; and the reasoll is this : 
It is grown UtJ IlI tl) a gtneral opil1lon, That none are to be admitted iuto holy order!! 
but ,-,uch <1S ha\'e stmlied in the uuiversity; and If he hath learnt a little to chop logick. 
he i~ presently det-med fit to divit1e the word of truth, and is easily instituted into a 
living; and if he can bring some nice metaphysical speculations from Aristotle, or 
som~ theological distinctions fmm AqulDas, Ihen.he is worthy of two or three livings 
or prebends : And tlluS uuiversity )"Iuths, and t;: \'en !Joys of no experience ar tliscn;. 
tiOD, are made spintual pastors, the glavest and most weighty office in the world. ] 
btseech you, what hav~ these sciences (tabLy so ' called) to do With the gospel, where 
we find not one tittle of them; but rather decryed as ellt~ mies to the gospt:l, as relH!. 
iog to vaiR jangling, strite, and contention, nothing of edith.:ation. \Ve hau lately a 
~rave story of the jesuita in China, who_ finding the king and his courtien Ulll ch (Ie~ 
lighted. with the mathematick., but not very knowing in them, wrote to tile general 
of their order at Rome to send them some priests, very skilful in that science, to. 
preach the soopel there_ Why did they not send tor some al.o well ,killed ill puppet 
plays? Ridiculou8 vr~ure8 Iba1l1say, or rather impious, who think to support the 
d~~nity, tbe m~;esty, the divioity. of the gosjJd with SJJch humalJ to}~? J u~t as if a 
kmg, baving lOme potent enelnY invading his country, shaullJ, iustead of lea.ding on" 
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a stout and gallant army against him, lead on a morrice-dance, c~pering and frisking 
most featly, thinking thereby to app~ase and gain the heart of hiS ~dvers8.ry.. '~y ea 
fools and blind' we wrestle not agamst flesh and blood, but agamst prlOclpaht1es, 
3§iost power,,'agaiost the ruler~ o'r the (Iarkuess of this world, against spiritual wick
edness in higb places," Eph. vi. 12. U And therefore the weapons of our warfare 
must not be carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds," 2 
Cor. x. 4. ., We must then take the whole armour of God, the llt:lmet of salvation. 
the breast-plate of righteousness, the shield of faith, the sword of the spirit." Read 
also St Paul to Timothy and Titus, setting down the retl'lired qllaiifications of hishops 
and deacons; see if you can find any such mathematick. IOgh:k, phy~ick? No, but 
gravity, sobriety, meekness, diligence, and the like. 'Vere such men takf'n into holy 
orders, and constituted pastors, the church of Christ had Leen far hett~r ed,fit'(), and 
the pastors far more reverenced, than now they arc: though Plato, ArJstolle, Euclid, 
Scotus, Aquinas, were Dever known to them, so much as hy name, yet the}' would want 
no pastoral knowledge, which is complfatly contained in scripture, ,,'!s St Paul told 
Timothy, "That it was sufficient to make him wjse unto sal ... ation, profitahle tiJrdoc .. 
trine, for reproot: for correction, for instruction, that the man of Liod might be 
throughly furmshed;" Mark, throughly lurnished without logick, physick. mathema .. 
tick, metaphysick. or school divinity. Scripture divinity throughly furnishes the man 
of God toraH. I Sl)eak not this in disparagement of university learning, which I hi~hly 
,,-alue, if rightly In. use ot: 'tis as useful as honourable to a nation i but much of 
university learning, as useless tu a spiritual pastor 8S the art of navigation to a phy .. 
sician; the pastnrs only requisite and compleatly (l\talifying science being, according 
to St Paul, " to know nothing but Christ and him cruCified, and to preach Christ, not 
with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the spint and of pOWet";" 
to preach Christ as well out of pulpit as in the pulpit j in season and out of season; 
to the poor and to the rich i to the simple and ignorant, far rather than the knowing; 
to rebuke, to correct, to edify both by word and deed. • 

'~ Wherefore I most humbly beseech the church governors to remember the original 
institution of the ministry, what kind of men the apostles chose into it, grave dderJy 
men, therefore atyl'd elders, and known a, well by that name as bishops, who, ha .. 
ving by long conversatio~, gotten experience and kno\\'ledge to govern themselves, 
were made governors of others_ J.. grant we have Timothf for an example of younger 
years, that is, young by way of compari.')on to the othtr seniors; as a man of furty 
may be caned young, compared to those:: of sixty; yet no youth simply, nor simple 
youth: and 'tis plain he was a persoll no way short of the elders in gravity, though 
somewbat in yeau: St Paul's general rule was, not to admit of novices; but all ge .. 
neral rules have some exceptions, Timothy was one and a rare one, we find not BDo

ther. Next, I pray consider what kind of preaching they used: You may easily guess 
at their sermolls by their epistles, full of short catechi~tica1. instructions, grave exhort· 
ations, sober reproofs, disr:re.et corrections, and then tell me whether a raw novice 
from the university, with all his. 3(:iences and languages, be fit for this, or rather a grave 
so~er person of ape and expcner, c~, having a good natural capacity, WumiDated by 

"scrlptu\e. tbstructl~n and prayer, uSing al~o the. )~elp of grave and sound interpreter •• 
Ileally t.8 mo.t « ·.dent that the church" rUIl onto great contempt by the slightness 
and giddiness nf many ministers, who intend nothing but to make a handsome school .. ' 
boy's exercise in the pUlpit all Sunday, but never attend the other parochial duties, !W, 

Il~r their. own adva~ce in spiritual knowl~dge. ~ut ~i~e them wholly either to idle,Hal" 
dies, or Idle recreatlon8, and are ,'ery children In diVIDe knowledge aDd bebavjour: I 
.10 affirm this in the ·presence of God as a truth, and 1 have known lQDle puo·for Votry 
good preachers, that could not give a good account of the Athanooian <:reed, .or 
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ocaree of the children. catechiam; ma.ters of art, but school-boy. in true divinity 
and so their parishioners continue very babes all their Jife long. ' J 

It "ould make any true Christi.u'. heart bleed to think. ho\v many thousand poor 
soul. there are in this land. lhat bave no more knowledge of God t!ian heathens; 
thousands of the mendicant condition never come to church, and are never look'd af
ter hy any j likewise thousands of mean husbandry men, that do come to church, un
derstand no more of the sermon than brutes: Perchance in their infancy some of them 
learnt a little of their catechism) that is, they could, like parrots, say some broken 
pieces, out nc\'er under~tand the meaning of one line; (this is the common way of 
catechising), but afterwards, as they grow up to be men, grow more babes ill religion, 
so ignorant as scarce tu know their heavenly Father, and arc admitted to the sacra
ment of the Lord's supper before they are able to give account of the sacrament of bap .. 
tisw. Thus it is generally in the country, and in the city as bad, partly for the reason 
before specified, and partly by reason the number in many parishes is faT greater than 
allY one llutot;,ian h.3\'e .3 due care of! he can!l0t .know ~l~lf the names or faces of 
them, much lefs th~lr faith and behaViour, wluch lS requIsite that he may both in
struct and reprove where the~e is ~eed. Wherefore J tlum~ly conceive .'tis necessary 
to divide these numerous parishes IDto several parts; but Withal to provide means out 
of them for several ministers, for there is no bope to gain it from their charity or piety, 
which is plain hypocrisy, seeming 50 zealous to hear the word, but to contribute no
thing towards it; the minister may preach his heart outJ and yelllwlOt get out of their 
purses any tolerable maintenance; a poor husbandman in the country of twenty pounds 
a year, that gets his bread by the sweat of his brows, pays more to a minister than a 
citizen that gets hundreds a year, sitting at ease in his shop, and spends more in rib
bons, laces, and perri wigs in one year, than he pays to a mmister in ten or twenty: I 
be.eech them to consider what account they will give to their Lord and Master at that 
day. 

Du' I ret urn to the requisite qualities of a minister, who, according to 8t Paul, is tv 
be a gov("mor as welt as a preacher; to admonish and reb uk'! as well as instruct, and 
the:efore of two evils chuse the lesser, rather men defective in parts to preach, which 
may be supplied by homilies, than defective in wisdom and discretion to govern, which 
cannot be supplied by other meaDS. But would men be r.ontent with the true gospel 
and apostolick preaching. deubtles. there might persw>s be foulld out fit for both, to 
govern and to preach : to preach one God the Creator of all. to preach the bapti.m 
of repentance, and the sacrament of the Lord's 8upper, to preach godliness, justicP. 
mercy. chastity, &c. all which will be far better performed Ly a grave and godly con
scientious man, well catechized, though he never saw university, though he knew no 
other Jan!,"lIage but his mother tongue, than by any Aristotelist, Scotist, Aquinatist, 
'~ith all their knacks of quidities and qualities, syllogisms and enthymems, distinc~ 
lions and 8ubsumptioDs, &c." Not one Greek; or Italian, or French of a thousand 
knew any language hut his mother tongue when the gospel first flourished there j not 
one Indian or a hundred thousand. where 5t Thorn .. planted the gospel. ever heard 
of Plato or Aristotle j and so 1 may &.&y of maoy other nations where the gospel was 
planted and priells ordaineAl. When God instiluteAI Aaron and that priesth&d, not a 
tIttle mentioned of school sciences or foreign languages. 'Tis true, the apostles by 
the Holy Ghost received the gift of tongues. because they were to preach to all na
lion., but we lind not any infuaion of SChool-learning by the Holy Ghost, nBr any 
more gift of tongues after the gospel once .pread over lhe world; God thought it 
then needless; I pray let'. be no WIler than God and hi. Christ. \I ho converted the 
world by the fooli.hness of p ..... ~hing. but I never yet heard of anyone nation con
verted by the wildO/D of philOlOpb,icaI rb.",ncal preaching. Mistake me not; I say 
lhat scienc .. and iaDguages are no way necessary for comlDon parochial preachers. 
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yet I grant that sciences, especiaHy histo~ical, and .languages, especiall,r the orieo.ta.l, 
a re very useful to the pel"ftC"t understandmg of scripture, anel very fit tor sam!" mID1C 
sters to stUfly to whom God hath given parts and means to acquire them, who may 
he helpful to 'others; and the uni\".ersities are "ery good places to train ur youths to 
this purpose; but st ill !hcse ~acultles are no \~a.r neces5an~ to ~ pa:ochlal cure; a 
smail proportiull of learnmg-,. with a great tical of. piety and discretIOn, IS much better. 
Besides there is ,uwthcr thlCW much to he cons}(ierecJ: Were there such grave con .. 
~cienLi~us persons admitted it~to the ministry as the apostles ordained, such .preach
ing se t up as they practised, and aH other ~ec"r.red, such double honour patd unto 
the minist ry as St Paul commanded and prIDJltl\'ely was reD<.lrerl. (such grave per
~ons would scarce ever fail of it) then we might find thousands in the nation that, 
hal-" in~" means of their own,. wOlrld preach the gospel to the poor tor conscience sake. 
The 1~laintcnance for ministers in most parts is so wretchedly small (and so like to 
he, the tythes bt:illg in tht hands. of lay-men with.out hopes of recovery) that then: is 
no convenient support for .men of worth and gravl~y, and therefo~e youths and st'?P
lillfrs as wretched are put mto them of meer necessity, that they he not wholly vOId; 
wh~reas, if men that had some estate to help to maintain themselvts, being persons 
of conscience and con\'eniem knowledge, were put into the ministry, and such preach
ing the gospel accepted of as .the apostles and primitive disciples used, the cures would 
he served with far more edificatIOn of the people, and hOllour to the church, than 
now they are. 

I most humbly beseech all in the spirit of meekness hlnnbly to consider th .. e thing., 
laying aside the veil of pomp and vanity, which blinds their eyes, and hinders them 
from discovering the naked truth and simplicity of the gospel; 1 call the Searcher of 
all hearts to witness, I wish unto all clergymen both double honour and double main
tenance "also, 1 can't think any thing too much for those who consdentiously labour 
in the ministry. But seeing (as I said) tht're is no hopes of regainmg .he church 

.waintenance. we in prudence should seek out such helps a~ may be had. Anrl truly 
,. have great reason to hope that. were this rule' observt'd of putting only grave, dis. 
creet, and conscientiolls person~ into the ministry (whether uni\·ershy men or not, it 
matters not, so as fully instructed in tht doctrine of the gospel by sound-commenta
tors) many pt:rsolls of good rank and estate would think it no dishonour, but rather a 
higher honour, to enter it, as they did in the primith·e tilf1e ~ 'IJuliaii, nearly related to 
the Roman emperor, and afterwards emperor himsel t~ thought it an honour to be ad
mitted n rt>;tder, one of the lowest oflices in the church. And for the bttter ad,>anciIlg 
this business, and fitting all sorts ot men with cOO\lcnient knowledge fbr tht' minist ry, 
I humbly concth'e it very iit there should be one good al"H.1 brief Enghsh comment of 
srripture selected and compiled out of those many "oluminous authors, layin'r aside 
all Impertinent criticisms, abstrnse qUf!ttioD:!, nice speculatiuns, and the like'. asettinr; 
down only the plain and most obvious sense ill matters o'faith and goorllite, nt:cessarv 
to salvation; such a book to he set forth by authority, with a cl1mmand, that no iliaD. 
in sermons, E'xhortations, or catechisings. teach any thingcont, ary to it: and whate\'er 
learn i n&... b~yt~n.d that is hrought int? the pulpit, .Iet it ratl11·r. be explodzd than ar.
plauded~ for It any countenance be gIven to excursions, there Will be no end; the itch 
men have to shew their learning will soon bring us again iuto the vain unedifyinrr 
practice we now are in. I humbly conceive it fit iI lso that the book of homilies ~ 
reviewed, not to correct any thing in them. for they are most excellrnt sound exhort
ations, containing the true primitive spirit, but to add to them whatever is wantioO" 
to the necessary doctrine of faith and good manners, to teach e~e,y person how to be':: 
have himtielf in his se"'eral vocatiONS, anJ these commanded to be read once over e .. ery 
year; for I have observed sevf'rctl, ~ven good and ('l)nscientiou~ preach-era 1'0: take qU,ite 
another metbod, and preach on thIS or that chapter, and 00 m the whole year, yea 
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perchance in two or three y,ears, never preach on the duty between mall and wife, pa
{ents aDd , children, masters and servants, magistrates anu su4iects; or omit to treat of 
pride, or malice, or cheating. or the like, by reason of which omissions, se\"cral ill 
the congregation are ignorant in necc')~ary duties, though rightly instructed iu th i llb· ~ 
unnecessary. 

I expect that. many will cry out of this as a Illeans to introduce laziness in to the lI :i
llistry, and a hindrance from C'xcn:i:.illg t1l 05'': talents God hath indoweu them 'I itl!. 
To this I answer, first, That I bad rather the ministers should be lazy than the pL'vplc 
ignorant in their duty. Bul secondly, I answer, That, besides pulpi~ preaching, tht· 
minister nwy find enough to do to keep him from laz iness, and exercise the ue-st, that 
is, the most useful talelits of a minister, to visit and comfurt the sick and anIictcd, to 
compose difference:, and rcconcile janglers, exami ne and instruct the meaner and duller 
part of his flock, who arc not capable of pulpit preaching, tu whom they must incul
ca te both doctrines and admonilions ten times over, and scaredy so make them <J.p. 
nrehend any spirituallllattt,·I;,. Experience only can raise a lJe\iel' how extreamly dull 
tne common people are in the mysteries of iiiitlJ, anu but little quicker in the princi
ples of a good life: Christ ciied to save these poor vulgar ,~ou l s as wdl a3 thuse of the 
l1eutry and more learn'c.J, vet the labour of' most ministers is to enLertain tho3e that 
know enough, and are ver}' lal!y ill catechising those pOOl' souls that know nothing; It,:L 
these be tully instructed, ano then fur me, ltt them shew their tal<:n ts that those lIlay 
have it who most want it, ei ther by injoining stich homi lies, a~1 lIumtioned to he 
yearly read, or such scr lllon~ to be yearly preached: I am no enemy to tru~ ilpostolical 
preaching, G()(J iorbill I should; but tb vain scholastical, useless preaching, to have the 
pas tor, who should claily watch over his flock, si t in his stUfly all the week long, pick
llIg from that or this quain t author a few beautiful flowers, and then to come on Sun
day with his nose~ay in his h:'lnu to entertain ladies and courtiers; for my part I count 
this far m"re sinful laziness than to read a pious homily ou Sunday, and all the week 
after go up and down from house to house, taking pains to instruct alld exhort such 
:IS [ n .. nlioDen: Hul these shall be called dumb dogs, yet surely by Done but barkirft 
curt. who are wholly iguorant in true apostolick preaching; pardo a. me jf I return them 
their due, lVho speak evil of that they undero;tand not. 

They wiTi ol~jtct, The apostles ami primiti\'e (hscipleo; did not read homilies, but 
preach'd themselves ; neither do I desire that anyone homily should ever be read, so 
dS we had the tmc upostolick preaching both on Sundays in publi c;k, atlrl week-days 
ahso ill private, where there is need: But I am sure such pions h nmilit's as 1 m~n~ 
t ioned are no ways contrary to the apostolick and primitive practice, and are tin more 
usetiJl than IHI(.:h preachi uq' liS we have now-a-days, And I am also sure, that in the 
purest and most primitive:: l ime, homilits under another llame were read in the churche~, 
that is, epistles of apostolick godly bi~hQPs written to othel' churches, were read in the 
rongregation with great ven.ration, ShaJlthe name of epi!lllc make the oue ;:lpplaut!
t tl, the name of homily make the other reproached, the cOllteuts and the inleut heing 
tl:e same, to stir up the people to godlinebs? Iflhis will sa tisfy. le t the hor!.li :ie:; lx· ::.lileu 
epis tles to such or snch a churdl, and then 1 hope they will pass for <:urrcnL. llu l ),Oll 

will say. the compilers of our homilies 'are not of equal au thority lo 1.,hos~Jr illliti\'c 
rpistJes: let that pass, out I am sure they are of far mort: ,lUtlJority than Jl) u:, L of our 
preacherll. I pray consider, holV Dlaoy ~iudy youths 31'(' of OUr ministry, I IOW u!~ lIy 
of gr~ater a~, but of 8slittle gra\'ity or discretion i how many that vainly preach tllt'lll
s('lves and their own abilities, npt Christ and his gospel i how many that preach piously 
and yet nQt usefully. but. as I said before, many things unnecessa''Y. omitting many 
lI~eessary : Sum up a11 these particulars, and you will find a smal,l r(' Dl~illder that preach 
plousl~ aqd edifying al~o, very few ,tG t>qual t.he compilers of our homilie. ; and then 
calmly ctJDlider the gr.eilt use, yea~the!great neces;"jty, of such homilies. Hllt if you 
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('an furniSh all our churches with pious, discreet, edifyi.n~, ~reacbjDg putor., I 81!l 
abundantly satisfied, aDd do you seal up the book of homIlies u/l a Dew dearlh of SP'
ritual fooJ, which God in his great mercy prevent. Amen. 

COllcf'rllillg Bishops and Pri~sts. 

'Vhoen'T unbiass'd reads the scripture, thence proceeds to the nr!tt christian writers, 
and so goes on 6:0111 age to age, can not doubt but t~lat the church wu always governed 
hy bishops. that IS, by out: elder, or presbyter, or president, or what else you please to calL 
111m, set over the rest of the clergy; with authority to ordain, to exhort, to rebuke, to 
jud.re and censure as he found C'au~e: No other form of gm'ernment is mentioned by 

auyOauthority for fifteen hundred years from the apostles downwards. Now who can 
in reason and modesty suspect those primitive bishops who lived in the days of the 
<1postlt::s, chosen by them into the church, succeeded them in church government, yea.t 
and in martyrdom also for the faith, as Clemens, Ignatius, l>olycarpus, and others, 
who, I say, can suspect them to be prevaricators in church discipline, and take upon 
them another form of episcopal gO~'ernment contrary to apostolil'al institution? These 
.... reat masters of st'lf .. denial, who gave their lives for the truth, would they transmit 
~nto posterity a church government contrary to the truth? let who will believe it, I 
can neither belie\'e i,t nor suspect it. And there is yet another thing very observable, 
that all the orthodox church dispersed all the world over, some parts having no cor .. 
respondence at all with the other by reason of distance, some by wars divided and 
made cruel enemies, yet all agreed in tbis form of government; aDd not only the or
ihodox, but also the schismaticks and hereticks, who separated from, hated, and per
secuted the orthodox church, they likewise retained still this form of government, as 
if a1l were of necessity compelled to acknowledge this, having never known, heard, 
nor dreamed 01' any other. And therefore nothing but nece .. ity, if that, can excu.e 
those who first set up another form of government to their own masters; let them 
,land or fall, I will not presume to censure them; I will only say, That from the be
ginning it was not so, and I thank God 'tis not 60 with us, and never shay' be I trust 
jn Gcx1. Amen. 

nut notwithstanding all this, yet 'tis very much to be doubted, whether they were 
of any distinct superior order from and above the presbyters, or one of the same order 
set ov~r the rest With, power to ordain elders, to exhort, rebuke, chastise, as Timothy 
and TItus were constituted by St Paul. For though they were of the same order witb 
Ihe other elders and pastors, yet there was great reason for some to be placed with 
greater authority to rule over the resl. The scripture teUs U', .. That even in the day. 
of the apusl\es Ihere were several seducing teachers, leading the people into errors aDd 
lleresies.t and more wtre to follow after the apostles times, grievous wolves in sheep'. cloth· 
jug;" and therefore it WCiS very necessary to pick out some of eminent soundness in faith 
and godliness oflife, aDd set them up on high with greal authority, as fixed staro in the 
heavens, (so ~tlled .Revel. 1) to ~bon,t all might have regard in dangerou8times, as marl
~ers ?bs ... e m their sea-farmg Jourmes. But the scripture DO where expresses any di,.. 
tmetlOn of order among the elders; we find there but two orders mentioned, bishops and 
deacons. Of deacons we shall treat afterwards! let us now proceed to the order of bi
shops and pnests, which the scnpture dlstmgUlshes not; for there we find but one kitxl 
of ordination, then certainly but one order, tor two distinct order. can Dot be conferred 
in ,the same, inatant, by the same words, by the same actions. They who think deacoll
,hlp and pnesthood dlStlOct, the one sobservlent to the other, though they intend the 
same hour to co~secrate the man dncon ~nd priest, do they not tim ~mple~ hi~ 
.leacoo, then pnesl? 1 pray, let any maD shew DIe from scripture (lIS lll .. 1<I) Timothy< 

6 
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or Titus, or any one ordaine~ twice, made first prie.t then bishop, which is absolutely 
necessary if tbey be distinct characters; and 'tis generally affirmed, though I bumbly 
conceive they scarce understand what they affirm, I mean they understand not what 
these characters are, whether Greek, Hebrew, or Arahick, Of what else. But let that 
pass, I desire them only to shew me how a man can make two characters with one 
stroke or motion, A and B at the same instant. If then neither Timothy nor Titus, nor 
any other, were but once ordained, whence can we gather these two distinct charac .. 
tera, these two distinct oiders? We find the apostles themselves but once ordained, 
those by tbe apostles but ODce ordained, and so on. When St Paul left Titus in Crete 
to ordain, he mentions only one ordination, that of presbyters, (so the word in Greek) 
110 other; there's no commission given him to ordain bishops there. Nor Titus, he 
had no ·such command, we do Dot finrl that St Paul himself did; and sure you will not 
grant that the presbyters which Titus ordained, that they couln ordain bishops there, 
for you will Dot allow them to ordain 80 much •• presbyters? Yet bishops you will 
needs have in every city, and in Crete were very many; who ordained bishops for them 
aU? Truly I can't fiofl, nor you neither, I belie\'e, But you will say. the superior 
order contains in it, l'irtually, the inferior order, (let this pass at present;) doth presby
ter t.hen virtually contain bi.hop? If so, then all presbyters are bishops. No, say you, 
bishop is the superior order, and that contains in it presbyter. You say so, but, by 
your leave, you are to prove 8&, or give me leave to say otherwise, especially seeing I 
have scripture for my saying and you have nonf': for yours. But should I grant bishop 
the superior, what then? we find Titus ordained not any but presbyters. as he was 
commanded by 8t Paul, so we are still at a loss for our bishops, we find Dot their or· 
dination. Or did 5t Paul mistake in his expression, and, meaning bishops in evr:ry 
city, said presbyters in every city; let this pass also, and I pray let us see what you 
mean by this, the superiul" order virtually contains the inferior, Do not you say they 
are two diatiuct orders, two real distinct indelible characters imprinted in the soul, as 
the school· men affirm (give me leave to talk their language, though I umlerstand it 
fll'L) If 1 take a fair paper, and make an A upon it for the character of preshyter, 
anll then make a n UPOD it for the character of a bishop, the same paper contains both 
characters .. but sure one character doth not contain t!le other, A doth not contain B, 
nor doth .IS contain A. So the same soul may receive two characters, two orders, but 
ifthe two orders bt distinct, how they can contain each other, I unrlerstand no more 
than I do these holy characters. If they caD paiDt them out to me in tb,;r proper 
figures, perchance 1 may unde.rstand them better, but as yet J ingenuously confess my 
ignorance. I grant, in a metaphysical __ ay of abstraction, the superior species con
tains the inferior genius. A man, a rational creature, contains the animality of a horse, 
the interior creature, but doth not contain a real horse in his belly, nor can a man be· 
get hor!H!s or meo when he pleases. Nor can you troly say a man is a horse ~ 1 believe 
my school.meo ·would take It in sHuff' should I affirm any of them to be horses, &c. 
aut they affirm, that a bishop doth not only virtually cont.iDAhe priesthood, but is 
really a prieot. aDd can make pri.sts or ~ishop. as he plea .. , whereby you may ,ee 
~hls 3n.wcr. that the superior order \'irtuaUy contains the inferior, is a .meer evasion; 
11 sounds as if it were something, but really is nOlhiog to our rurpose at al,.., for we 
a~e not now upon metaphysical abstractions, but real individua subst-auces, two actual 
distinct orders, as they would have it, two distinct inrlelible characters imprinted on 
mens suuls ·by or.ciinatJon, u A and B, which can Dever be truly affirmed one of the 
other. A is not B, and B is not A, a man is not a horse. and a horse is not a man; so 
a bishop ordained only bishop is Dot. priesl,nor a priest a bithop if they be distincL 
Wherefore I must bcliel'e them one and the same order, especially seeing the scrip~ 
ture applia the same name pt'omiscuou.Jy to both; which is ·the second argument of· 
their idenlity to be one and the same. 
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Acts xx. St Paul sends to Ephesus to call tbe pr .. bytel1 .of thllt churcl~ un!o bim at 
Miletum, and speaking tO,them, he calls them. a~l b,lShops (10 ,our tran8~~tJon tl.0.ver ... 
seers) ,'erse 28. So in hiS ~pIStle't.O the Phllhrplans, he dJrtcts to all the ,S3lDtfl, 
with the bishops and deacons. both ID the pluTa number, 50 that by the word bIShop., 
JNe must needs umJerstaud presbyters; for bishops, os we now take the word, were 
ne,'er many tn one city. I pray observe also St l)~ul. Epi.!ltle to Titus i. 5. I< For this 
CtlUSC left I thre in (;rete-that thou should'st ordain -elders in every city-if any 
be blameless-for a bishop must be, blameless." Is it I)ot here ~vidcnt, that aD elder 
and a bishop in St Paul's lauguag~ IS, one and the ,:,~, otherwise-there w~re no c~he .. 
rtncy at all in Sl Paul's speech. 1t thiS be not convJnclDg. beyond all pOSSible evasloD, 
I understand nothing of discourse. Other such places are obvious in scripture to every 
olle I need mention no more; only J desire to inform the reader of a passage to this 
purpose in an ~pistle of Cfemt"ns to the. Corin~hjaDs; this Clemens is mentioned in 
scripture, and }s he whom St Peter apP01nted hiS successor at Rome, and who was of 
110 great au~hor'~y, that. as 5t Hie!ome tells US, this his epist~e ~as read in churches. 
Now, in thiS epistle. Clemens particularly sets fortb the constitution of the church by 
the apostles. and what ministers they ordained in the church; to wit, bishops and dra
cons, he names no other, which seems to me as full an evideDC'e as can be that there 
were no other orders in the church in those days but those two: And yet we are sure 
there were then presbyters in the church j for Peter aDd John caJl tbemllelves presbyters, 
and 5t Peter caJls them presbyters to whom he wrote his epiltle; &0 that if there were 
but two orders. to wit, bishops and deacons. presbyters must be one and the same 
with bishops or with deacons; not with deacons, therefore one 8ud the same with 
bishops; one order caBed by two name!! promiscuously in acripture, 81 hath been shew .. 
ed before. And I desire you to observe. that of those two nam~l. presbyter and bishop, 
if there be any dignity and eminency express'd in oue more than the other, sure it is 
in the name of presbyter. not bishop; because the apostles themselves, ami the chief 
of the apostles (as some would have it who stand highe.t on their pantables) are in 
scripture sty~ed presbyters or elders, as the word in our English translation signifies, 
but ne\-·er bIshops, as I reml"mber. And therefore I cannot but wonder why that 
haughty head ofthe papists should not assnme to himself the title of his pretended 
predecessor St Peter, presbyrer rather than bishop, unless it be lJy God's providential 
disposure to shew his blindness in this as well as in other things, and make him CODM 

fute himst'lf by this Dame of bishop, which was never givtn \0 St Peter, no more than 
St Peter lIave unto him the headship of the church. A. to the interpretation. and 
answers gwen to these and such like scripture expressions, sure 1 need not take any 
pains to confute thtm; for they are .0 weak as that Petavius, a late writer, and great 
stickler for the superiority of episcopacy, durst not trult to them, nor would venture 
his credIt to make use of them, but found out a new aDd rare conceit, ashe conceive" 
tbat tbet<: presbyters meDtioned in scripture. and called by both names, .. ere all really 
bishops, and tbat the apOstles ordained them 80, as mOlt convenient for that time; 
f?r the congre~tionl of the faithful being Imall, . tbere. Deeded no prieato under we 
bIshops to offiCiate, and yet there was need of a bllhop tn those .mall congregation., 
because'here were several things to be done whIch were not within the power and 
capacity of preabytera to act, .(as he .upp?~es) viz. the laying on of baDds, and COD' 
firmmg the faIthful after baptISm, the Vel hog of devoted women, the recoocilin, of 
penitents, the ordaining deacons where there was Df'ed; ,and add. moreoyu aeveral 
impertineaciel, at the making of chry.m, consecrating church-veastl., &c. ADd Pe
bvius mightily applaudl himself in tbi. conceit, al the only mean. 10 clea~ all <liAIi
cultie.,. Our Doctor J:lammond also finding ';he usual iDterpretation. of those pI_ 
of se"{'ture above· mentIoned too weak to sUltaln the .. gumeDtI buildecl,oD t,hj:!D for 
the unIty of order, gael along after Petsviul a gteat way in the fore-cited disc:OII.-.e 
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(though not in the latter impertinencie.,) and affirm. that the preshyters then were all 
bishops; and 80 tar I go with them, that all were presbyters, all bIShops, because all 
was one, and one was all, several names not several orders, as they would have it, and 
thiS I humbly conceive firmly provetl by my former argument of one ordination, where
in two distinct orders could not be referred, so that still I require them to shew nit: 
from scripture where these presbyter-bishops were twice ordained, else it cannot be 
truly affirmed they were really and actually priests aDd bishops, As for that answer, 
that though but one order was conferred, vi •. episcopal, yet that being superior to the 
priesthood, contains this virtually in it; First, you are to prove bishop to be superior to 
presbyter, which I deny, the apostle. being peculiarly ~.alled presbyters. Secondly, 
that one contains the other, I suppo.e is already confuted, and fully <leelared that it 
cannot be; and, as I mentioned before, you do in eWect confess it yourselves by your 
practice; for if the superior order 80 contains the inferior as to enable a man thereby 
to act all things belonging to the inferior, it is a very impertinent thing to ordain a 
man, as you do, first a deacon. then a priest, then a bishop, when you design to con~ 
fer all upon him in the same day and hour. 

And now I pray give me leave to examine a little Petavius's rare conceits, which he 
conceives will settJe all former objections, and will meet with no new Dues. He con~ 
fesses the presbyters of the apostles times were all of one order, viz. bishops. because 
the paltors of each congregation might perform those several acts he mention't, which 
a bare presbyter is not capable of. ADd why Dot capable of them? how doth he prove 
this? He brings not one tittle of proof for this out of scripturf', where there are good 
proofs to the contrary. St Peter and St John, presbyte", could do all these and more; 
rrgo, presbyters are capabJ6 of all. But saith he, h the apostles were bishops also;" 
II also" is impertinent, as signifying somewhat else; whereas I say and prove 'tis one aDd 
the same order, only another name; it lies upon him to prove this difference of orders; 
and how doth he prove iV becau,e presbyter. can't do the acts of a bishop; why this 
;s the thing in question; and thus he rUDS round to prove this by that. and that by 
this, nnd not one tittle out of 8cripture for either. I know full well of several canons 
of \'"Ouncils made lome at one time, some at another, the bishops reserved many things 
to themselve., whereof moat of them bad been practised formerly by presbyters, and 
the canons were made to prevent the like for the future; for had there not been su('h 
a practice, there had been no need of such canons, whereby they reserved these things 
nnto themselves; and for their owo greatness would needs persuadt: the world that 
presbyters were not capable of them. J grant .. that, for decency and order in that sense, 
some thing may be reserved to some, other things to other, to perform; but that the 
order of priesthood was Dot capable is even ridiculous, that the priesthood being copa
ble to do the greatest thing., .hould Dot be capable to do the least; he can CODsecrate 
the 80uls afmco by baptism and the Lord's sup(>er, yet, forsooth, cau't consecrate their 
oyl, and their cup., and their candlesticks:. which we never heard the apostles did or 
dream'd of, but are the fond dreams of doting men, just like the Pharisee. washing 
Clip. and platters after the doctrine. of men. Really there needs no better cOllfuta
hon of their distinetioD and .nptriority of episcopal order, than the mean ridiculous 
thinl!" which they ascribe unto their bishops, aDd debar presbyters of, which ruethiuks 
a presbyter should contemn were they offe.,ed him; and therefore such arguments as 
these are 'not worth !be 'small pam. I have taken about !bem. 

I proceed to somewhat tbat ..,erns a little better; Petavius t.II. us, that the num
ber of ChristilDs encreasing, alkl factions arising in the church, the apostles at length, 
toward., tbe IlDd of their tilll", chose 9U~ of Ihes. presbyter-bishops, some chief men, 
and placed'!bem as govemon oror the, re.1, and re.erved UDtO these principal men the 
(lower of ordaining; thUJ far ,I fl'Oely QODseDI, the scriptures declare it, and it seoms 



soo Tracts during the Reign of King Charles II. 

most rational. And I humbly conceive these governors a~~ ordainers were men of 
great prudence and moderation, and probably had also that !,(Itt of the Holy Ghost; the 
discerning of spirits aDd judging of men (a gift mentioned m sCrIpture among others) 
that none micrht be adlllitted into the priesthood but men of meek and peaceable 
spirits. But ~O\V I would ask Peta~ius when these ,governing, ordaining ui.shops.were 
set over the rest of the preshyter-blshops. when Titus was first senlen with this au
thority in Crete, aud when Timothy was thus placed at Ephesus, where we find before 
were several preshyter-bishops, what became of ~hern? were they un-bi~~op'd a~~ 
made simple presLyters? they must no morc ordam nor govern, but be subJeC't to 11-
mothy and Titus. I am sure it was th?ught no small punishment in future ages, when 
bishops were thus by decr~{'s of ~()uncJl abased and ~as~ down unto presbyter. form, 
and it was for some nolonous crimes. I pray what crime were all these presoyter
bi'hops guilty of to be thus handled and tumbled down into a lower form I tr~ly 
Pctavius deals hardly With them, unless he can shew us theIr crune. Or Will he, m .. 
stead of accusing them excuse himself, and say they were not un-bishop'd or abased, 
but only restrained from exercising that power their order was capable of, had they 
been commissioned thereto. Truly I must commend Petavius if he will thus ingenu .. 
ously cODfess the tmth, forI shall by and by fully declare that 'tis the diversity of 
commission, and not of order, that enables men to act diversly, and that a bishop 
without commission can do no morc than a presbyter without commission; and there .. 
fore I farther beg of Petavius, that, till ht: can prove the contrary, he would confess 
them also to be all of one single order, called only by divers names, priest or bishop .• 
and ODe chosen out of the number, nol the rest abased, but he exalted, with authority 
to govern. This is the rational and common practice of all societies, corporations, 
colleges, monasteries, conclave of cardinals, what not; there is no new order supposed 
in any of these, but only a new election, and a new authority given, according to the 
fundamental constitution of each society. Tbe pope himself with his triple crown and 
triple dominion over all patriarchs, arch-bishops, bishops. pretends to have no new 
order of popeship, but only the new authority conferred l..Iy his election: why then 
may not preshyters chosen to preside over the rest, without any new oreler, fio the like? 
Aud for this very reason I cf)nr.ei\'e Justin Martyr uses the naOle of president always 
for bishop; and St Cyprian also, a bishop hirnselt~ aud most glorious martyr, he calls 
himself and other bishops generally by the name of Prrepositus •. as if this were the 
main distinction betwixt himself and his presbyters, that he was Pr::r:positus only, one 
of them placed with authority over them : no more, nor doth the name of bishop in 
the original Greek signi(y any more than the overseer of the rest. And as for the 
avoiding o~ here,sies and facti~:>ns, they thou~ht it meet to settle some bishop, of great 
soundness In fatth and godliness of life, With authority to restrain and chastise dis
orderly pastor~. Just so, when whole n,ations were converted, and not only the pas· 
t,ors but the blRhops .also (who had oversight of the pastors) encreased in Dumber, t~n 
for the same reasoll,lt was thought fit there should be an overseer ofthc -LisbopB, and 
be called an arch-blsbop; whe~ the arc;:h·bishops were multiplied, then another set 
o\'er them, and he calied a palr~arch; and at last one over -the r.atriarchs, and he call~ 
ed Papa, Pope Cat.e.ro(:lu:n, tho~gh Pop,a before was a nameattnbuted to other bishops. 
Now as pope, patfla~eh, ar,:hblshop, b1Shop, are aU· one and the same order; (papists 
themselves grant thIS) so bIShop, elder, presbyter, pries~ all one and the same, only 
one of these set over the rest, and be now particularly called EpiscopU8, that is, bishop· 
Catezoc"~n, because he oversees the overseers: but this last constitution only is apos
tolical;. the ?ther of arch-bishop, patriarch, pope, ar. merely human, not at all men
tioned In scrapture. 

nut now another objection arises: Petaviu. grant> tbat all tbe elders which the 
apostles ordained were bishop., and towards th~ end of the aposll.s days tbey set some 
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eminent amongst them over the rest to govern and ordain elders in c\"c ry cOLly, as Ti
mothy and Titus. and these elders ill every city were bishops. and thus the. apo::; ll6':-> 
left the church with bishops only and deacons. And this is evident by what I brought 
before out of Clemens, who lived after the apostles days, and mentions only hish()p ~ 
and deacons left by the apostles. This being so, r desire to kno\V who after t il.: 
apostles days began tbis ne\v kind of ordination of presbyters or elders, not bishops . 
the apostles ordained none such; who then? and by what authority was this nc\v 
order set up? the scripture mentions it not; when and by whom came it in ? a vcry 
bold undertaking without scripture or apostolical practice, 

r willllot hoast my ~onceit as Petavius doth his; only I wish the reader to consider 
which is most tractable, most rational, or rather most scriptural, ther~on I frame this 
whole fabrick as the rock and only sure foundation; human brain is too weak to erect 
and to support the fahrick of the church of God, which the Romanists have made a 
"ery Babel with t.heil' human inventions and multiplied characters and orders; some 
of them would have uine several holy orders in God'!j church militant here on earth, 
ht:cause there are nine sc\'eral orders of crelestial spirits in the;: church triumphant in 
heaven. This is a castle of their own building"in the air, a fare toundation for GO(rS 
church. Others will have ,even several orders and characters as seven gifts of the 
Holy Gbost. Hath the Holy Gho't then but seven several gifts to confer on men' 
St Paul, I Cor. xii. couots unto us Iline j not as if these were all, but only for example 
sak~t to shew us that many and divers gjfts are conferred on us by onc and the same 
&:pirit; and in the conclusion of the same chapter he mentions eight. These things 
were uttered accidentally according to the occasion, not as limiting the gifts of the 
Uoly Ghost to any set number. But if you will farther look into their application of 
these gifts of the Holy Ghost, and see to what kind of several orders they appropriate 
them, it would make a man amazed to see sober learned men, even that great wit and 
scholar Aquinas, discourse in such wild manner; as~ did you but stant! behind a cur
tain to hear and not to see them, you doubtless would conclude you heard some old 
woman in the nursery telling her dreams to children, rather thon divine doctors in 
sc!lool. I will name but one or two of their orders. The porter of the church door 
is one, and (he fOl'sooth) hath a sacred character imprinted on his soul, and his gift is 
the discerning of spirits, that he may judge who are fit to enter into God's church. 
who to be shut out. Another of their orders is tbat of Acou,thi, who are now (ancient
ly they were quite another thing) certain boys carrying torches, and attending on the 
highop saying mass; these have their character also, and their gift of the Holy Ghost 
is the interpretation of tongues, signified (no doubt oo't) by the light in their hand:s, 
but understand no more of tougues than the stick of their torch. I will not weary 
you with tnore of their absurdities. 

Ou:" episcopal divines rejecting these chimerical fancies or orders and characters, 
suppose it to be a certain faculty and power conferred by the laying on of hands for the 
'!xercise of ministerial duties; aud according to this purpose the superior order COll~ 
tains the inferior, as the greater power comaius in it the less: Tbus episcopacy, being: 
the superior oroer, contains in it priesthood and deacol1lhip j these three are their sup
posed distinct orders. They may .uppose this if they please, aDd I may suppa," the 
contrary; but I would !(ladly know on what scripture they grouod this discoUlse, 
that', tbe thing.l still require; and there we find no larger laculty or power g;'·en to 
bishop'- but rather to prabyterl, as I have .he"ed, the apostles who had the greatest 
power beiDg .tiled presbyters, ,not biobop.. And wheu our bishops do ordain preshy. 
ters, do not they use the yery aame form of worda which our Saviour used w heu he or
daintd the apostles? " Receive ye the Holy Ghost: whose sins ye forgive, they are 
forgiven," &c. Do they not ~ by ·the eamc words confer the same power? (for I 
bope tbey noe no equivocation, Dor melltal reRrvation) if the power be the lame, the 
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order is the same by tl1t~ir own, ;ule.. (I ,Agaia. i let us examine th'" own ~ractice ~ do 
they not require a man should be ordan:~d ,fil'8t deaco?, before ,he be <.>rdal~ed P"e'8;t, 
and priest before bishop ? what needs thts. If the supenor contatDs the IOfenar -? But In 
scripture we find il otherwise. Timothy, wh0 long officiated Ullder SI Paul as a presby
ter when he was left at Ephesus, and 80 when Titus was left at Crete, both to be 
bis'hops, we ij.nd no new, ordj~a.tion; were this ~equi8ite. sure the. IIcriptur~ would have 
given us at least some hmt o~ It, but I!'0t one tittle the~e. But 1f th~ scnrture be de
fective in expressions, you Will supply It by the expressIons and prar:tl<»o the church 
in the first succeeding ag~s. 

Before you go on. and take much pains to shew me this, gh·e me leave to tell you 
that I shall not easily recede from sCripture in fundamentals. either of faith or church· 
c..Iiscipline.; in things indifferent of themselves, or in more wei~hty matters very doubt
fully expressed in scripture, I shall alw.ys most readily submit to the interpretation of 
the primitive and universal church, I require both primitive and universal; for I shew· 
ed before, that in matters of faith there were some errorst"Yery primitive, yet not con· 
tinued by the universal church, but rejected in succeeding ages. And at the time of 
thc evangelical reformation by LutbeJllj MeiancthoD, <;alvin &.c. I can shew some er
rors generally received in most, if Dot in a1l the church., of Christendom, but neither 
approved nor known by the/rimitive church: Wherefore I require what you produce 
should be both primitive an universal, and this to interpret some place of scripture 
doubtful in itsetf, not plain. Now as to the business in hand, I cannot yield, that the 
scripture is very doubtful in it, or scarce doubtful at aU j ' for though in scripture it is 
not ill tcrminil said, presbytery and episcopacy are both one and the same order, yet 
the same circumstantial expressions are (as I have shewed) so strong aod many, that 
they are equivalent to a clear expression in terminis. Secondly, This is not a matter 
of aoy inditferency, but of vast and dangerous consequence,. if mistaken, That a 
church without such bishops as you require cannot he truly called a church, and so 
we shall exclude many godly reformed churches: For if bishops be of such a superior 
distinct order as YOll pretend, jf the power of ordination be inherent in them only, 
then where no bishop no true priests ordained, where no priests no sacraments, where 
no sacraments no church. 'Vherefore 1 humbly beseech you be Dot too positive in this 
point, lest thereby you do not only condemn all the reformed churches, hut the scrip
ture aDd St Paul also; who tells us, That the scripture is sufficient to make U8 wise 
unto salvation, both in matters of faith and works also, to instruct and thoroughly 
furnish us to every good work: and will any deny this of ordination to be both a good 
and necessary work, seeing that the powerful preaching the word aud admjnistration 
of the sacramenta depend u~n it? Wherefore 1 dare not by any means suspect the 
scripture defective in this weighty affair; yet, to shew you OUf willingness to hear aU 
things, let us hear what you can tell us from antiquity. 

The lirot you bring IS Epiphaoiu., three hundred years after the apostles, from 
whom t~e main objection IS drawn against the identity of order, and sbot as a cannon 
ball agalD~t uS ~yond all possible resistance, but you will find it to be a mere tennis
ball. . EplphanlUs, makmg a catalogue of bereticks, puts in .£rius for one, wbo was 
a~ A.nan, and Dlor~over held that bishops and priests were of one order, and of equal 
dignity and authorlt~, and that. a pre~byter had power to ordain, confirm, &Dd, in 
.hor~ to ac~ any th,ng equal WIth a b,shop. Thot he was an heretick is appar.D~ 
belDg an A"an; nay, J sball not scruple t<> yIeld unto. you that be w .. an herctick 
in this his assertion concerning episcopacy and presbytery, (as we nOW'1IDdentana. 
~~em;) I ~y, the 8S8t:rtion conlainl hereay in one part but not in every part. ,,~. 
I hat the bIshop and other presbyt.era are of equal authority and po~ to act: This 
may, In .ome _se, be called h_'y, t;" it i. agailllit: ap<lMl>tical pgDlltit.u.tioll ,Oe
clared 10 scnpture,. therefore an beresy; and if you caD shew me from scripture as 

9 



so~ 
, . 

Illuch against ide.wty of order, I shan brand bim for an beretick in that also; but 
OOins sure there is no lurh .thing in ~cripture, there can b.e no heresy in affirming 
the Identit~. I .fully agree WIth ~ertull .. n, we can m~~e no Jud~ment d~ rebus .tid<i, 
n;I; u qt""jitifl, ot .. tters of faith, but from th~ W~ltJl!Igs of faith, that HJ, t.he scrip
ture, aDd th.refore I shall never ~ .pulled from thl. pillar of truth .. Th.e SCrIpture is 
our compleat rule o.f faith; no oplDlon 15 ?eretIcal aD~ da".'nabJe which 4S not against 
that. Now, good teader, I pray take notIce that E",phamus was a very godly bish0r. 
in the main, .ut yet a very c}lOlcrick man, as appears in that his fierce contest wit I 
Jahu, Bishop of Constantinople, and his bitter expressions therein, which I do not 
mention in disparagement of this holy man, but only give the reader a caution to re
member,_ that pas8ion~te men do lOm.etimes ecnsu": more 5C~er~ly than ~here is cause: 
Epiphamus beID,! ~ b .. h~p, and findmg the authonty and dlgmty of epIScopacy .muc~ 
disparaged by ~rrus be,"~ an Arran heretrck,. falls upon him sharply for thiS his Opl. 

nioB also, wherem he was In part much to be condemned, as J freely confess'd befor~ 
but not in the very point new in question j nor doth Epiphanius himself condem~ 
him in this particular as an heretick, but only in the gross, to which I freely give my 
vote. But you will tell m~, t\lat a man of a itr milder tl:l1lper, St Austin, doth also 
enrollErius ameng hereticks. I know it well, but I desire YOIl to know that St Aus. 
tin doth not lay this to his charge as an heresy, for he saith only thus: JErius also was 
an heretick. for he fell into the Arian here!$y, and he added some opinions of his own' 
then St Austin recounts several of his opinions. whereof this was one, "That he 8ffirm~ 
ed there was no ditferenr.e between a bishop aDd a presbyter: whtre. I pray you ob ... 
sef\'e, St Austin gives us the reason why he ranks him with hereticks, viz. because 
he fell into the Arian heresy; then followl; And he added some opinions of his own; 
St Austin calls these opinions not heresies, for he doth not say he addrd more heresies 
of his own. Seconrllx. J pray you observe. St Austin makes no mention of his affirm ... 
ing the identity of order. b~t onl.r this, That th~re was no difff!rt~nce at all between 
~i8hop aDd presby~r. wherem 1 Will condem~ ~rlus as well as y~)U . Dut ~s for the 
lrl~ntlty of order, 'us well known that 5t Austm 18 noted by MedICa, a papist writer 
and c.thers, to Incline to thilt opinion; but for my part, I think the words quoted fro~ 
St A\1~tin do not express any opinion one way or other to .this pu.rpose,. but ar.e only a 
comphment to St Hlerom,. who was .but a p~es~yter; yet I.n humJhty, St A~stlll being 
a bishop, acknowledges him to be his superior In many dungs. Dut I desire you to 
take notice of another very remarkable .and moat worthy passage of St Austin, who 
tells us plainly that we are not to read him, or any other author ever so holy. or ever 
~o learned, with lOY. obligation to ~b'!lit to his or their opinions, ~lOless they prove 
their opinions by IcnptuJ"e, or convlDclDg reasons. So then, had A!:nus -been declared 
uoth by Epiphaniualnd St Austin. als.o. to ~ave: bee,! a heretick in this "ery particular 
of identity of order, yet they bnngm~ neither srrtpture Dar any reason at all, but 
~rely a bare narrath'e of .£rius aDd hi. opinions, not so much aa calling his opinion 
in lh'. particular, heresy, much leas oft'rri~g proofs for it; by St. Austin's rule we may, . 
with great civility to them and great confidence in tbe truth, still affirm the identity 
of order. 

But how willillllJwer tbat objection taken out of St Hierom, wbo, say you, was 
a, great a !eve"., of bishop. with pri •• t ... any (and therefore whatever come. from 
bim, you may be lOre i. extracted trom him by tbe powerfuln ... of undeniable truth) 
Yel be coBfe .... that biobopt have t~e authority of ordination more than pr .. byters. 
A man rna,. lDlile to lee thia used II an argument for the pre-eminency of bishops, 
which i',directly .i •• t it: Fo~ St Hierom hning dileouro'd of the qualily and iden
tity of p ... ..,. ..... aDd bi.ho,.., &lid having brought mlny arguments from .cripture to 
prove tba\ biabop &lid preabyter _ OIlly t"o n,meo for Oil. Ind the same offioe; for 
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a further confirmation hereof ask. this qu~tion. I pray what doth a bi~hop do more 
than a presbyter except ordinatiou? Plainly intimating thereby, that tb" could make 
no such di!tmctiun of eminency in tbem above presbyters: I beseech you consider, 
Do not presbyters perform offices ot' a higher nature than ordination? ~resbyters are 
ordained embnssadors for Christ, to preach his holy gt)!pel for the salv~tlOn of .souls ; 
they are unde,Christ, mediators between God and the people to make mtercesSlon for 
them; they admiOister the sacrament of baptism, wherein the children of wrath are 
regenerated ancl made the child~n of God, and heil1 of eternal life; ) ea, they B:df!1i
nister the sacrament of the Lord 8 supper also, the mo~t transC'enuant act of rehglOn 
and christian dig nity, whereby weare made partakers of the body and hlood of Christ: 
And what doth a bishop more than these excrpt ordination? Whjch, being no s&cra· 
ment, sure is inferior io dignity to the other mentioned acts, alld tht'reforf' cannot 
elevate them to a higher degree. Judg.now. I beseech you, whether this question 
mal<es pro or con : Are Dot such questions always tending to disparagement t When 
any man is boasting his power and authority, should I come and ask, What can YQu 
do more than others, unless it be in this or that poor business not worth speaking of? 
Would he not take this as an affront? iNherefore it cannot enter into my head, that 
St Hiel'om intended by this question to express any superior order abo\'e the priest .. 
hood, but plainly the contrary, viz. That bishops, haying no other power distinct from 
pri~ts but ordination, this could be no argument for a distinct and su~rior order. 
And now 1 desire my reader, if he understand Latin, to view the epistle of St Hierom 
to Evagrius, and doubtless he will wonder to see men have the confidence to quote any 
tbing out of it for the distinct ion between epi.copacy and presbytery, for the whole 
epistle is to shew the identity of them. Defore I chanced to read this epistle, as I was 
of the erroneous opinion, that bishops were a distinct order, but so convinced by this 
epistle, as I was forced to submit to a chanA:e: And I farther dssire my reader to ob
serve the various fate of St Hierom and lErius : lErius is revileu as an heretick for af.. 
flrming this identity of order; Hierorn passes for a saint, aod a gr.eat doctor of the 
c11urch, though he affirms the very same as fully as £tius, or Rny man can do; and 
therefore it may be my fate to be reviled as lEritis was; but OUr Saviour bids uS rejoice 
and be excef'ding glad when we are reyiled for his name's sake, (or for his word's sake, 
sure all is one? for great is our reward ; and 80 I pfOC:ie'ed. 

nut there ~eB yet a great oh,iection made by our good Bi.hop Hall: he ten. how 
that CaJlathuB, a presbyter of Alexandria, took upon him to ordaih others; and that 
afterwards, i~ a council of a hundred bishops in Egypt, their ordination was declared null, 
because ordamed by a presbyter: From this and some other .uch instaDces, the bithop 
WO~ll~ prove that the oreier of presbyters is not capable to Qrdain. therefore bishops are 
a dIS tnct. order. I ~ sorry so good a man had no better a proof for his intended pur· 
pose. It seeras he qUite forgot bow that the famous council of Nice. consisting of above 
three hundred, madt: a canoll, wherein they declare, that if any hi'hop should .ordain 
Rny of th~ clergy beioIlging to another bishop'. diocese, without conlleut and leave had 
of that ~)1.hop to wbole dloceoc they did belong. their ordination should be Dull. You 
see tbell the lfTf:g:ular or<li.nation of &. bishop is as nuU as the hregular ordination.of & 

presbyter ; thrrclore the 1fregular bIShop and the irreglliar presbyter are (If the same 
ortler: .of the 'la!'lle authOrity, neit.hf.r able to ordain. Is.it nut most evident by this, 
~hat tJS n~t thel ~ order but commISSIon that makes them capable to ordain" IUfe ap 
meg~lar bisb?p " ofri>e .ame order with the regular : Is the line of hie diooeM\.like 
a cOIlJurer's clr.cle, Within It he is a bish(j)Jol without it he is noner NQ but witbin jt 
he hath commission giYen him to ordain, ~ithout it no cODlmission ~ nor to .ct in 
h.is own dioces~ ~eyo?d .ais commission, which is to ordain only the'derl! olbi. GWn 
alocese. and w,thlO hIS own dioce.e. (''an any thing be p1aiDer I C.lloUIUI then· be· 
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illg but a presbyter, and unoor the jurisdiction of lhe Bishop of Alexandria; his taking 
u(JOn him to ordain presbyters was highly irregular and insolent, and therefore most 
justly declared null. I de,ire the papistical school·divine., with their manifold indc
'Jible characters, to observe here, how easily the councils dashod out the indelible cha
racter of presbyter imprinted on the souls of these men irregularly ordained; thry 
made a clear rasure, not ODe tittle of it left. And could they 80 easily·cancel the gilt 
of the Holy Ghost? 1 lea\'e my school· Olen to find out how this rare feal was done ; 
and I proceed to add a calion taken from a cauncH at Antioch concerning Chore
piscopl, much to our r,urpose. 

When the apostles ,ad settled bishops in every city, with authority of ordaining 
and governing the se\'eral churches or congregations within the circuits of those cities, 
sonlf~ were very large, and therefore in proc9s of time, when more were COh\'crted to 
the faith, and the congregations increased mort: in number, anel at greater distance 
lhan the bi'hop himself could well have the oversight of, the bishop chose some prin
ciDal men for his assistance, and, dividing a great circuit into several lesser circuits, 
pl~ed these men as overseers under him; an~ these were called Chorepiscopi, that is, 
country bishops, and were much after the manner of our rural ueans. Those Chore· 
piscopi, country bishops. being thus settled in authority to govern the pastoral priests 
in their circuits, took upon them to ordain more priests than occasion re({uired, .hich 
the chief bishops took very ill at their hands, as a great Jessening to their supreme au~ 
thority j and, to prevent It for the future, a canOIl was made in the council of Anti .. 
.och, about the yea.r 340, to forbid these country bishops to ordain any pliests. Now 
I pray you observe, these Chorepiscopi weTe either really Oldained in the order of the 
chief bi'hop or not; if they were as full bishop. as he, Cas really they wore) why 
might they not ordain priests as well as he? 'fhe chief bishop answers, because he 
gave them no comm1ssloD. \Vhereby you see that the power of ordaining priests was 
annexed no more to bishops than to priests, unless the bishops received a DeW conl1nis .. 
si(lu to ordain, aa well as a new ordination. If it be answered, that these Chorepis. 
cop: were mere priests sent forth to ha\'e inspection only over other priests, then I 
pray observe, that these Chorepiscopi being mere priests, took upon them to ordain 
otiler priests; which certainly had been madness tur tht'tn to do, had they then such 
a belief of bishop' as is now required. They might as well have undertaken to create 
3tars in the heavens; For if bishops only have recei\'ecl a divine power from Christ and 
his apostles to ordain priests. he that hath not tht. divint power of ordination can no 
more ordain a priest, than a man without the divine power of creation can create a 
star, both are impossible in nature: from whence it must follow, that these country 
bishops. w.ere directly mad in undertaking to ordain priests, having received no such 
,jivine power from Christ, his apostles, or their successors: Hut if we take these 
country biohope tOr sober godly person. in their tight wits (as doubtles. th.y were, 
being .elected for lhat office) they mu.t needs believe that, being prie.ts alon., they 
had power to ordain other priest.; and .1", believed, that the bishop" hning made 
them overscefl and governors in their little cireui., they had also received thereby 
comrni.ion to orda;n al well as to govern, and were as litUe bishops under an arch
bishop, fOI: such really they were; so that I can't in charity cmsure them so much as 
of contomacy in taking spon tbell' more than (they thought at least) they had com
mIssion 10 act : I doubt not the ch,ef bishop would be wary enough not to employ any 
contumacioua ~n.. I conclude then, fint., that it was only a mere nlistake, an easy 
and pardonable mistake of their C9mmiasiou. Secopdly, that in those times it was not 
thought an impooaible thing for bare p~.ta, no bi'hops. to ordain other priests, for 
tll~n. certainly they would u....,r have undertaken it. And I confe.s myself of liltir 
"plnlOO, and can't but .0 continue till I see more reason to the contrary. 
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And I hope my rearler will see what weak~roofs are brought for this distinction and 
superiority of order, no scripture, no primitive, g~l!eral council, no gener~l conse~t 
of primith'e doctors and fathl'r~J no not one prnmttve father. of note speakm.g parllA 
cularly and home to OUI' purpose ; only a touch of Epiph.OlUS and St AU'tl~ UpO~l 

. £riu5 the Arian heretick but not declared, no not by them, an heretlck rn thJ5 
partic:llar of ~piscopacy; ~o that 1 myse~f declare n,lore parti~ularly again,st hi~ than 
these fathers do, accusing him of heresy In part of Jus affirmation concernmg bishops, 
tAtough not in every part. 

I shall conclude this IJUsiness by giving my poor judgment drawn from the prece
ding arguments. ,I find in scripture that the rriesthood is a holy order, !oto which ."0 
mall is to tl1mst himself unless he be called; do not find that deaconsillp hath an 10· 

ferior part in it, or episcopacy above it, ~t tbat it is compleat and entire in it self, and 
that it mny involve many administrations in oue and the same order, and some· 
times many in one and the same person. St John was au apostle, an evangelist, a pro· 
phet, a pastor, a teacher, an ordainer, (which we call bishop) all these gifts he had 
by one and the same spirit, in one anti the same priesthood. Christ himself was of 
this order, a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedeck, that is, both king and 
priest, these were his offices; he is called also the bishop of our souls: Was this in 
Christ a distinct and superior oRice or oreler of his prIesthood, who will presume 
to affirm this? And Christ told his apostles, "as my Father sent me, so send I you;" 
Christ therefore made them also kings and priests, as St John tells us, Rev, i. 
Our Saviour's kingdom was not of this world, no more was that of the apostles; our 
Saviour's office of priest and bishop was ont: and the same, 80 was tllat of the apostles j 
and they ordained and sent others, as Christ ordained and sent them; there Was no 
distinction or diversity of order in Christ and his apostles, no more was there in those 
who were ordained and sent by the apostles, though there might be diversity of gifts 
or administrations i all were not evangelists nor prophets, some had the gift of tongues, 
some of prophecy, some of miracles, some of disc.:erning !lpirits j and some such gift I 
conceive they might have whom the apostles constituted superintendent overseers, 
bishops over the rest, endued especially with the gift of discerning and judging of 
men, and therefore fit to be entrusted with the ordalOing of others, tor which there 
needed no ncw order, but the enlargement only of their commission ~o ordain, to over .. 
see and govern those that were ordained. And these, as I said before, being settled 
in this eminent manner over the rest, were called by that Dame in Greek which signi~ 
lies as much, and which we in English call bishop; and by degrees this name was 
wholly appropriate to them. In this order the apostles lett the church at their deat11, 
and in this order their successors continued it (as in duty sure they ought) from time 
to time near one thousand five hundred years without any interruption. Wherefore for 
an)' to alter ~his way of goverum~nt, or to take upon them to ?rdain, not b~ing chosen 
lhls way to It, they would be gUilty of great rashness and high presumption; and I 
thank God, I am as zealous for the preserving this primitive way as any man,. yet I 
cannot by any means consent to ebem who wouid have episcopacy to be a distinct or~ 
dC!, for. the .reasons before ~i\'t!n; nor can I thi.nk the ordination of a priest made by 
prlest~ . mval_ld, for thOUg~1 It ought ~ot to be don~, (but only of necetlSity) yet being 
done tiS valId, and certatnly m.ay Without any crime be done by any priest, by ship· 
wreck or any such chance cast IOta a country where there were none commlsstonateti 
to ordain; in such a cue he might and ought to oruain other fit persona for the sera 
vice of God and preaching of the gospel. for who can donbt but that the sobstance 
is to be p, .. ferr'd before c<remony? And as St Paul approved of the preachins ~f 
Christ out of envy rather than DO vreaching, so douL~It:bs to ordain out 'of order is 
better than no ordination, and tbe church of Christ be deprived of preachiug. pray-
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jng, and administriog the. saerame,nls, and aU oUler pastoral duti,es; so great tlece~· 
sity may well excuse any ufcgulanty : Yet where order can possl~'Y be observed, It 
ouO'ht to be, tor God is the God of order: Wherefore he that wilfully transgres!)es 
ag-;inst order, transgresses al,rainst God, and shall" receive to hims~lf damnation:" .for, 
if to resist the ordinance of man only in human and temporal thmgs be damnatlOu. 
much more is it to resist an apostoJick ordinance in things spiritual am divine. 

CoJlcerning Deacons. 

Having thus .tated and united the two pretended distinct orders of episcopacy and 
presbytery, I now proceed to the third pretended spiritual order, that of deaconship. 
\\Thether this of deaconship be properly to 1:)1;: called an order or an office I will not 
dispute, but certainly no spiritual order, for their office was to serve tahles, as the 
scripture phrases it, which in plain En~lish is nothing else uut overseers of the poor, 
to distribute justly and discreetly the alms of the faithful; whit.:h the apostles would 
Jlot trouble themselves withall, lest it shoutd hinder them in the ministration of 
the word and prayer. But as most matters of this world, in process of time, deflect 
much froOl the ori/i!;inal constitution. sO it fell out in this business; for the bishops, 
who pretelHlf'd to be successors to the apostles, by little and little took to themselves 
the dispensation of alms, first by way of inspection over 1he deacons, but at length 
the total management, and the deacons, who were mere lay-officers, by degrees crept 
into the chuf(:h ministration, and became a reputed spiritual order, and a necessary 
dl~gree and step to the priesthood, of which I can find nothing in scripture and the ori. 
giual institution, not a word relating to any thing uut the ordering of alms fi)r the 
poor. And the first I find of their otliciating in spiritual matters, is in Justin Martyr, 
who lived in the second century. He relates, that when the blshop had consecrated 
the bread and wine for the Lord 's Supper, the deacons took it from him and del i\'ered 
it to the lay-communicants there present, and carried it also to the faithful that were 
abstnt, hinflrerl, I guess, from coming by sickness, or some other good excusing cause. 
In the beginning, when the congregations of the faithful were small, the bishop him
self delivered the communion to them, but at length encreasing to great numbers, it 
would have taken too much of their time for the bishop to have delivered it to the 
whole congregation, so the deacons were made use of as tit persons for this matter; 
for in those da)'s there was always a communion in the assemblies 00 tlu! Lord's·day, 
and the laity that day brought their alms and presents with them, which were dclirered 
unto the deacons to dispo&e of to the poor by the bishops direction, and therefore the 
deacons re~iving from their hands the ir charitable benevolence, wtre thought the 
ntlest to return again to their hands the consecrated mysteries being part of thtir 
offerings_ But 'tis evident this was not yet come to be the general practice of all 
~hurches, but only in Greece, where Justin Martyr lived; for Tertullian, who lived 
In Africk some years after Justin, declare8 that the custom there was to receive the 
blessed aacrament from the bands of the bishop only. whom he calls the president, that 
JS, wllosoever .was chief in the assembly whether bishop or presbyter: 11ut yet I con~ 
fess H'.at this cUltom of the dtlcons tletivering the blessed sacrament, or at Icast one 
part of it, .viz. the chalice, by <leg-rees became the custom in most churches in aftu 
ages i au4 80 passing from onc thing to another, io time they caine to administer the 
!acrament of baptis~, and at last to the ministration of the wor(~ the business which 
t~le apostles peculiarly re~rved to themselvCI, and which t.he bishops also for a long 
t,lme reserved 10 t:-ntirely to themeei~e. at.it was thought .a great insolence for any. C\"t: ll 
for the p' .. hy\e .... to take upon .th.m to I,reach in pre.eDce of the bishop. Valeriu,. 
BIShop of Hippo (as Pos8idius ...,late.) w ... b.rply rebuked by his fellow oishol's for 
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sutTering St Austin, then but a presbyter, to preach before him. I know sonletimes it 
W8!i suffered also in other churches, but very rareJy. where the bishop hihlself was of 
weak ahititie~ for the work. anr1 had some presbyters under him \"ery eminent. And 
so it was with Bishop Valerius. ~nd St Austin, a per,soll ~f great note. in ~h~se !Iay~. 
And thus you sec in process of tIme how !"itraugely things alter from their onglnal In!)tl-
1utioll, the bishops omit prcacl~ing and bec~me suvants of tables, and the deac~ns 
from sen'iug of tables step up mto the pulpit and becalm: preacllt'rs. But Petavills 
t"e5 upon him to prove deaconship a spiritual ord.er, and brings Ui ~ more early Q'-! .. 
thor for it than Justin, that noble martyr, mentIOned before Ignatius; who, In IllS 
I~pistlc ad Tralli, calls deacons (as Pct3vius conceives) ministers of the mysterits of 
Christ. Here I finel that, 'Which r often lament, learned men to go on in a track one 
after another, and some throug-h inarl\·crtancy, some through partiality, take many pas .. 
~aC1'es of ancient authors quite ditTnent from their meaning. as here, all following the 
fir~t erroneous iutc.prrtcr of Ignatius. Whoever first translated this epistle of Ignatius, 
sure this fancy of deacons run much in his head, otherwise he could never have found 
them here, for 'tis evident (he word ciiac()I1U8 in this place relates to the presbytery 
newly before mentioned. telling the people they ought to be obedient to the presbyters 
as to the apostles of Christ; (then tollows) H You must therefore please them in all 
things, being ministers in the mysteries of Christ." :Mark, I beseech you, H you must 
therefore ;" is not (j therefore" a particle relating to what went before, viz. to the presby
ters, otherwi!le the speech is vt'ry absurd. Should I say, presbyters are as the apostles 
nf Christ. therefore JOu Olust in all things please the deacons, were it sense r No, but 
just, Deus in crelo, etgo hm:u/us in allgulo; but to say the presbyters are as the apos .. 
tle~, therefore you must please them in all things, being the ministers of the mysteries 
of Christ, as the apostles were; this is very good coherent sense: And so run the 
words of Ignatius; but the weak interpreter mi!ltaking the word diaconus, ran into this 
error, and many reamed men without any consideration have run after him. 1 grant 
the word diuconus is often set for deacons specifically distinguished from presbyters; 
but 'tis very often set for all ministers in general, apostles. bishops, presbyters, as 
you find frequently in scripture. St Paul in one fpistle, viz. i Cor. twice stiles him
self and ot.her apostles·diaconous. And 1 do the Jl.iOre wonder at the interpreter's mis ... 
take in this place, because hy the following words 19l1atm. here exc.ludes the specifi
cal deacons, saying, "not thE' ministers of meats and drinks. t· Now we know the 
specifical deacons were ministers of meats and drinks to the poor; it was their proper 
work, for this very end they were chosen and for no other, 8S appears evidently in the 
Acts; and therefilre Ignatius saying, .4 not the ministers of meats and drinks," direct ... 
ly excludes such de8cons, and the word diacOnlll mu~t necessarily be taken in the lar
ger sense, and relate to the presbyters before mentioned, therefore please them in all 
things, beiug thc ministers of the mysteries of Christ, not of meats and drinks for the 
poor. Whoever unde18tands the Greek) and will see, must needs see the truth of what 
I affil·m. But Petavius, intoxkated with this spiritual order of deaconship, turns all 
this round quite another way, ac(orciing to the working of his fancy. And so he doth 
some places of scripture as little to his purpose 8S this. He tells U5 out of the Acts, that 
Phili~ and Stephen, both. {~tacons, wtre preachers of the word, that!s a spiritual work, 
therdore belongs to a splrltnal order. I would gla.dly know who Informed Petavius 
that Philip, who preached to the eunuch, and afterwards went about preaching to 
others, was Philip the deacon, and not rather Philip the apostle, as seems to me far 
more probable j for Philip the deacon was by his office to reside at Jerusalem and take 
care of the poor; thither the alms of the faithful were sent to relie\'t the saints at.Jeru
salem. ~ut.yo~ fart~ler urge, surely Steph~n was a deacon; and let Philip alBO, if you 
pleasf', It sJgnlfies little to the purpose. Sure, I can shew out of Icripture, preacher. 
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that were in no spiritual order, neither presbyters, nor deacons neither, as Aquih, and 
Priscilla his wife too, and Apollo likewise, to whom they both preached ancllllstmctcd 
him more fuBy; sure they did not ordain Apollo a cleacon, nor can I believe any or 
the apostles ordained him de.con, and 'ent him forth to preach before he was well 
catechised in the word; he was not so much as baptized in Christ, but knew only the 
baptism of John; jf not baptised,. 8~rely not ordained deacon,. yet he, prevailed, and 
mightily convinced the Jews. It 15 In reason strange, thou,lth In practice common, to 
see how men wedded to an'opinion. think whatever they read speaks to that, so fathe~. 
doctors, all clink as they think. In the primitive time, all, both men and women, (lid 
preach the gospel, taken in a large sense, as St Petercal(s ·f Noah a preacher ofrighte· 
ousness," that is. they endeavoured to instruct all they conversed with in the faith of 
Christ. and godliness, for which mall)" hoth men and women, suffered mal'tyrdom. 
Wherefore, though Philip the deacon and Stephen preach the go!'pcl, it signifies no~ 
thing to the spiritualily of the deaconship, seeing til at thousands of lay-men and women 
also did the like. And so the apostles laying their hands on those chosen to be dea
CORS, signifies as little to this purpose. Do not we find that ])3ul laid his hands on the 
converted disciples at Ephesus, and they received the H oly Ghost, and prophesied, yet 
none of them ordained either rresbyter or deacon. And sometimes the apostles laid 
their hands on those that were already ordained, Loth presbyters and apostles also, a3 
on Barnabas and Pau!, when they were sent forth to preach. This laying on hands 
was a ceremony used on several occasions, I need not ment ion more, they are obvious 
to any that read the scripture. 'Tis evident then from scripture, that the first insti· 
tution of deacons was a mere lay~office, I will not say a prophane office (as some too 
gfoJsslyand irre,,·erently have tenned it) hut a pious and honourable office in the church 
of God, to serve tables, to take care of God's poor; but (as I have ~hc\\'ecl ) in procts, 
of time it became quite another thing, and so different from the original institutionJ 

as it made Chrysostom, and di\'ers other great and good men, doubt whether the 
a.,ostles did not constitute two sorts of deacons, some for th is lay.ofli.cc, some for spi
ritu;.l Qffices: Had Chrysostom consulted only scripture, he would never have doubted 
nor creamed of two sorts of deacons, there being no mention at all but of one; but 
he seeing the practice of the church (which he was unwilling to condemn) so different 
from that one apostolical institution of deacons j this so confounded the good man 
~ hat he knew not well what to make of it, and, willing to piece scripture and the pre¥ 
sent practice together, to put a new patch upon an old garment, made the rent the 
widfT, rending the deaconship in two pieces, which of old was but one, only to sen'c 
tables; which office he that used well purchased to himself a good degree, a good 
tsteem, 'Rod so it migl1&. be a recommendation to the degree of priesthoodl though no 
necessary step to it. And 80 we find that holy deacon and most renowned martyr St 
l.awrence was made a priest, but continued afterwards in that same office of deacon 
ur to death, which he !iuffered in a most cruel manner, laid on a gridiron over coals, 
rather than he would give \lp the treasury of the church and alms to the poor, to the 
c~\'etou. cruel tyranL This holy df'aCOD retavius brings lo pro\'e, that deacons, by 
\'.Iftue of that order only, did minister in holy thin!,,,,, telling us that St Ambrose men· 
hODS how he did distribute, io the Lord's Supper, the blood of Christ, to the communi· 
cant. under bitbop Xiolu •. Whereas St Ambrolle tell. us holY he conllecratcd the blood 
of Chrial, which plainly !'hews bow untruly Petavius deals with us, and that 5t I .. aw
rence was a priest., not a bare deacon; for neither PetavlulJ, nor ever any other. allow~ 
ed de&conl the consecration of these sacred mysteries. \Vherefore, sceing the scripture 
aJ~o~s deacona, 8S deacons, no more than serving of tables for the poor, whate,,'er else 
mlDlIllration i. allowed "hem is by haman authol'ity, not divine, and their office or or· 
der, whicb you pie ... to call it, being about telllP\ITal tbings, must be temporal not 
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spiritual. And so I leave them to their proper office of strving tables, not finding ill 
6criptu-re any thing mure belonging to them. 

Concerning Conjirmation. 

Confirmation, or some such thing, is 80 necessary, that, for want of due execution 
thereof. persons extremely unfit are admitted to the holy table of the Lord's Supper. 
r fcar a (Iuartcr of the commuDical,lts of this nation do ,not ~uffi('iently understand the 
true merUljn~ of th~se holy myste~les, th~ (~ue preparation, tor them, the benefit~, the 
uama,rcs. ill worthily or unworthily rccelvmg them: TillS I affirm upon expenence, 
ha\'ill~ . hy way of discourse,_ questioned many both of low ~ncl hjg~ degree, ,where 
Olle would little expect such Ignorance. And by reason of thiS gross Ignorance In due 
prcl,aring and c(;nSCielltiolis receiying, t~is .blessed co~dial.and med~cine of the soul 
(of power in itsc:~f to cure all our d,sease~ If nghtly applied) .15 turned mto our destruc~ 
tion and {Iamnallon of the soul. For tlus holy sacrament nghtly apprehended, would 
strike a terror into the,soul and a dread ofsin, but Illen receiving it without any regard 
into their sinful souls, the beams of grace which this sun of righteousness brings willi 
it, harden their dirty hearts, and make them afterwards unsensible of any horrid abomi. 
nation whatsoever. And all this is occasioned by the want of some fit person of au
thority to examine youth of all degrees, ever so high or ever so low, before they are 
admitted to the Lord's table. For there being many poor ignorant curates. many un .. 
conscientious careless ministers, many o,·erawed by the superior quality ohheir parish. 
ianers. some (:amlot, some will not, some dare not, search into the rt"(luisite abilities of 
persons to be admitted. All which was prevented in the primiti\·e times of Chri!ftiani· 
ty, when able and holy hishops were elected, and therefore reverenced and obeyed in 
all spiritual matters by the greatest as well as by the least. These diligently and pub
lickly before the congregation, at set times of the year, chiefly at Easter, examined 
all tho~e "' ho had been converted to the faith from infidelity that year, and all those 
who, baptised in the faith, <Iesireu admittance to the Lord's taule; and upon appro· 
bation and confirmation of the bishop, fit persons only were publicly baptized by him, 
and at the church door, as soon as churches were built, where the baptistry was placed, 
and then brought into the church and admitted to the Lord's table: And no inferior 
minister did either baptize or admiui~ter the holy communion, unless it were by the 
bishQP's ordtr on urgent occasions. These things are very well known to the learn· 
cd who are cOIH'ersant in 19natius's epistles, Justin Martyr, Tertullian, Cyprian, and 
other succeeding writers. And, in short, nothing was done of tny moment, as is plain 
in Ignatius, but by the bishop's directions. But at length the Dumber of Christians 
growing great, and multitudes of children daily born, and an opinion growing up 
a.lso that it was absnlutely necessary for the salvation of children not only to be bap
tized, but also to receive the holy communion before death, it was impossiule for the 
bishop t~ be ~t h~nd to perform all, or to give parti('ular order for all: necessity forced 
every pnest I!, Ius cur~ to perform these offices. Yet, in process of time, the .opinion 
of th~ neceSSIty for c!Hldrel'!- to receive the holy communion before death decHnin~, 
an~ few or. Done ~dm.Jtt,ed ttll t~lC age of .discretion, and. the necessity of baptism for 
cllIldren stili contmulDg, the bishops suffered still all mlllisters to baptize, but fC5U

med to themselves again the power of confirming and licensing youth .to the holy com .. 
!DunioD. :\~d bishops .only tor a long time executing this office, it grew b, degret'l 
Intu an Opinion that bishops only were capable to do it, and that con6rmation ·W" a 
~a~rament, and such a sacrament as infrTior priests, supposed tben also 10" be of an in· 

.ti",or order, were not to meddle )"ith. What errors will meD, yea learaed III.... car-
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ried along with a crowd, slide into, not willing to stand in opposition with a mulli .. 
tude, especially when countenanced by the bishop their superior. And then ~lw('ccd ~ 
iog learned men having in their infancy sucked in the errol', continue it in their ril'l'r 
learned years, and endeavour to defend it as a certain truth, and at last it passed I fi,r 
an article of faith necessary to be believed. Th!-,s have I laid out before you the true 
state and progress of this business of' confirmation. 

Now, I pray, consider first, suppose confirmation to be a sacrament, and to be ad. 
ministred by the bishop only, and none to be admitted to the Lord's table till confirm
ed, how is it possible for a bishop of so large a diocese as some of ours are (some ex .. 
tended three or fourscore miles, many forty or fifty) personally to confirm half the 
youth in a diocese, if he duly examine each onc, as is most fit and necessary? 'Ve 
sec hoW' this is performed in their triennial visitations; not a quarter of those who are 
admitted ever come to the bishop, and yet the crowd is great: 'V hat is then clone to 
those that come? They are asked by the bishop, whether they believe and will per~ 
fGrm those things their godfathers and godmothers affirmed and promised for them at 
their baptism? they answer yes, and so are confirmed: tillt what those things are, 
whether they understand and can give a good account of those-things, not a word of 
this. 011 but the curate, who presents those children to the bishop, assures him that 
they are fully instructed for it; this is the thing we complain of aud desire to be re
dressed, that it may not be left to the discretion and care of every curate, sering' what 
pitiful creatures are by them admitted. And do we not see sometimes ( the curatt;: de
siring to please the fond mother) children confirmed so young as cannot, without a 
miracle. be of a capacity to understand those divine my!>terie't? Besides, it may often 
ha?pen that a pious child well fitted for the holy sacrament, and perchance '-'(' iug wt·uk. 
earnestly desir~s it before his death, yet must stay some years 'till next \'i .,itation, or 
take a long journey to the bishop, for which he may want strength or means to sup
port him . . But in the primitive times the bishop confirmed every year; their diocess 
also was very narrow, so that access to him was quick and easy, and the work was as 
easy ttl the bishor, yea and easy also to theil' inferior curate, to instruct and prepart: 
them: for parents and masters did then, according to their bounden duty (the great 
neglect whereof in these days will find sore puni,hment at the last day.) made it theil' 
chief care to instruct their servants and children from their iufancy in the principles of 
leligion. 

You see how impossible it is for a bishop in a large diocess an(l triennial visit;:l.tion 
to perfoml this necessary work as it ought; and therefore, in the second plac:e, conSt
der how necessary it is for the bishop to appoint some discreet conscientious ministers (as 
our dean rurals should W) in several circuits, to examine and license to the Lord's table: 
F~r J pass it as granted, that confirmation is no sacrament, and if it were, why may not 
Pfltsts, not bishops, perform it? Certainly there is not one word in scripture forbidding 
It, or any eolourable pretence against it, nor can I discover the least ground of reason 
to forbid it; inferior ministers performing other offices superior to it, and certainly cClual 
to it, though it were a sacrament, which our church denies. There is nothing in the 
world can be pretended, but that in the beginning bishops ditJ only perti)rm it. To this 
I aU8wer, that from the very beginning there were no other priests uut biShops. 35 I have 
shewed you, and then bishops did all othrr ministerial duti('s, preach, pmy, hapllZC!, 
catechise; and in eucceedibg ages, when there were several inferior priesls, not lJi~I)()ps, 
~II but confirming was ever transmitted to them; and to deacons also preachlllg, IUSY
lng, and ba~tizi~g, na~' b~ptil£ing tolerat~ in n.ecessity to midwiv(>~. (I would gladly ~('e 
~ny !iuch thmg In antAqulty) and sban confirmmg, the meanest ot all these, be denlt:d 
pnest.? You will tell we there have been drCrfeA in some councils to forhid it: .'\lhJ 
will you be bouud up to aU the detreel of connclls, without scripture or any rNlson lU1: 
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them? If once we-lea\'c scripture. and hearken to the doctrine of men, ever 80 holy, 
e.ver 80 learned, ever 80 primitive. we. ~hall soon be wheedle',lI into the papists religion, 
and many other errors ... "hich t~e papists ~hemselves now H'Jec.t, as I ha.ve declared at 
large before; and ll!crefore I tOT?ear saYing more now to thiS purpose, but ptoc~ed 
to a third consideration, What will be the best means to prepare youth for the receiv
ing the holy communion in every cure, and then present them to such as are appoint
ed to license them? 

In the first place, I humbly conceive it will be nece8~a!r to add unto tht catechism 
a short and plain paraphrase upon every sentence in the Creed~ the Lord's Prayer. and 
Ten Commandments, and particularly to explain every unusual hard word therein; for 
those general questions at the end of them do not so sufficiently open the undeT5tabd .. 
ings of the ""eaker or duller youth, as that they know how to apply those generals to 
each particular sentence; but many youths, who can most readily say the catechism to 
a tittle, yet understand many words no more than if they were a reek, and scarce are 
able to give you the meaning of any sentente in their own words: And although they 
bave all perfectly by heart, as we say, yet have very little in their heads and under~ 
standings; and so a ,-rrot may be well nigh as capable of the Lord's Supper as some 
of those. 

In the next place, I must tell you, that I fear as much ministers of the best parts 
as those of the meanest fOl' this necessary work of catechizing, lest both have the same 
effect, though they act extreamly differeDt, the one talk Don~sense, the other above 
common-sense, Loth of them confounding the brains of the poor youths, who under
stand neither of them. I have heard some learned ministers caB the youth together, 
ask a few Catechism (Juestions, which the boys answering readily, are commended and 
dismis~ed: And then begins this learned man a profound lecture, shaped according 
to his own large dimensions, at which both boys and men also for the most part gaze 
as at a prodigious monster of learning; and perchance some of theRI say to themselves 
the same that Festus said to St Paul, "The man is besides himself, much learning hath 
made him ma<1." Sure he doth not know where he is, not in an university school of 
divinity, but in an assembly of weak and siUy youth (who must" be fed with milk, 
and are not capable of strong meat,") where it were hetter for him, with 8t Paul, If to 
speak ti\'C words with hi~ ullderstanding, that by his voice he may teach others also, 
than ten thousand words in 3n unknown tongu~," or in such English as they under
stand no more than an unknown tongue. I humbly beseech these men to attend to 
tilt: form and phrase orthe gospel, and mark what kmd of matter and language the di
vine oracle u~cl in preaching lt, even to the learned Scribes and Pharisees, and to learn 
of him who was 4, lowly in heart, and came not to seek his 0..,. glory but the glory of 
Him th"t sent hi~." . 1 desire them aim to read the latter end of the first chapter of 
1 Cor. and tht begmnmg of the second, and learn from thence to speak the wisdom 
.of ~od in the .we~k and foolish way of preaching, to instruct an~ gain the weak and 
fOD.hsh, yet WIse unto God. ~eally no man that hath not made some experience can 
beheve ho,":, strangely weak ~no dull thousands both of boys and men also are in appre
hendmg splTlt~al mat~ers: S? that a man had need to study much how to fit their 
weak beads WIth a su~taMe dIscourse, and hath as much need of great-"atience alao to 
repeat every thing again anti again, and even beat it into their heads. I have observed, 
that Plato's manner of many short and plain questions and answers to effect much; 
and likewise familiar similitudes from thi~gs ~ithin their own occupation and know
ledge. And now, to encourage them to thIS tOIlsome work, I beseech them (8 consider 
that tht! souls of these weak simple ones cost our Saviour as dear as those of tbt philo-
sophers, and ~re as dear to him, yea it seems dearer, seeing St Paul tells U$ in the 
place before CIted, that he caUs mo ... of them to .alvation; and therefore they ought 
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to be as dear to our Saviourts ministers, and to be chiefly called and sought by them; 
and then they shall be sure to have their reward from this our lowly Saviour. 

In the last place, I conceive it necessary to consider, what course may be taken 10 
bring all to catechising; For I have heard some pious ministers much complain, that 
they have used their utmost endeavourS, yet cannot effect it; and it can neVCr be t'x
pec~dt that many of the youth will come, unless compelled by parents and mast<:rs ; 
of whom many are so careless, many so covetolls, as they thmk every hour lost, which 
is not spent on their worldly affairs; so that the parenti and masters need compulsion 
as well as their children and servants. And, considering how this necessary work of 
catechising hath been neglected for many years past, it is much to be fearet! that the 
aged need it as much as the youth. But would parents and masters well consider the 
greatadvaotages that would accrue to them, even in their worldly (;oncerns, they would 
be very zealous to cOlne themselves, and both sec and hear their youth catechised, and 
bred up in piety and godliness; the want whereof hath bred that great undutifulness ill 
children, that sloth and falseness of servants, which we sadly behold in this degene .. 
rated age. And let me mention once again the strict account parents and masters 
must give to God for so gn:at neglect to those committed to their charge. 'Vhcre
fore, unless some fitter expedient can be found, I humbly conc~ve it would han; some 
effect, jf such careless parents and masters were not admitted themselves to the holy 
communion, who were faulty in this kind: For though many of them are not very 
zealous of the holy communion, could easily pass it by, yet for re/lutation sake they 
would not ctbi ly incur the being rt:;ected; and doubtle~s many of t lem would be mo
ved thereby, and the example of some would be followed by others, and so by degrees 
the number would increase: Ami when cateehi~ing by this means hegins to ~ro\V in 
fashion, it would quickly be taken up by all. Goo he merciful to liS, that religion in 
many is chiefly for fashion sake! yet I hope, by God's assisting grace, reli~i on, begin~ 
ning though but in fashion, would end at last in true devotion, at least in many, if 
11(1t in all. However it is good that God should publickly be glorified, the publick 

oAAtotld speed the better for it, though the l)rivatc hypocrites suffer punishment in the 
end. God in his mercy turn their hearts that they may escape. 

OJ Church Government, 

Aly last particular which remains yet to be handled, is that of t.he authority or bi
:shop!! to govern as well as to ordain. And, in the first place, who can hut wonder 10 
see me;l so zealous in a~suming to themselves the sole power of orclination, so much 
neglect, and even wholly abandon the power of the keys, that of cxcommuuicatioll, 
M) high and so dreadful; which, though oy great abuse in la ttlr times is made very 
tuntemptible, yet in the original institution and primitive practice- was vel>y terrible: 
.. ~ power to deliver men over unto Satan, that prince of darkness, to t 'lke full posses 
S/OI. of their souls, and sometimes of thell bodies also, both being sentenced ther~hy 
to lhe everlasting flames of hell; and likewise a power to reJease penitent souls from 
the chains of tdarkness and slavery of the devil, and restore them to the glorious Ii· 
b~rty of Ule sons of God, where!>y they are made> heirs of the kingdom of Heaven. 
It t~e.re be any thing under Heaven fit> to stir up the ambition of mortal men, yea an 
a~bltIOn> in angels themselves, sure this is it. Who can forgive sins but God alone? 
said the ~W8 to our Saviour Christ, swelling with indignation against him for this, 
though. they bad !leeQ many divine miracles wrought by him, yet· this is so peculiar, so 
banecendent a divine act, as not to be offered at by any but the great God Jehovah 
IlIm,elf. But blessed for ever be this great and gracious God, who, by his ctemal Son 

VOL. v 11. !l R 



Tracts durillg Ih, Reign qf Killg Charles II. 
• 

CIJri~t Je5;us, hath 1!Iti,,'cn this power lUlto men. As his hea\-enly Father sent him wilh 
this puwer, so senthe tlis QPo~ties with this pov.'er, saying ~nto them,. H 'Vhosoe\'~r 
sifts ye remit tht,y are fpmittcd unto them, and whosoe\'cr SIOS yc retam they are re .. 
lained:" \Vherdore, if there be any thing .in the oRice of a b.ishop to ~e :st?ocl upon 
aud c6ailcugcd peculiar to tht'lllsel\-es, certalllly it shoult.! be this j yet this IS In a .man. 
neT quite n: li ll (Jlli~hcd unto their chancellors, laymen. who have no more capacity to 
$entence or ab .. o/t'c a ~jnl)(: r, than to dissol\-e the hea\'ens and earth, and make a new 
hean.'n and a new earth, anll this prctemkd power of chancellors ;" sometimes pur· 
chased with a ~um ofmonry, - their mOIlPY perish with them! Good (;od! what a hor
rid abuse is this of the uiyinc authority! But this notorious tr~nsgression-.is excused, 
as they th,ink. by this, that a mil,lister railed the Li~hop's su.rrogate, but. is i~ue~d the 
('hancdlor s sen'ant, chusen, call d, and place(1 there by lum, to be Ills cner 111 the 
{'ourt, no better, that, when he hath examined, heard and sentenced the cause, then 
the minister (fonmoth) pronouncC's the sentence. Just as a rector of a parish church 
should exehule any of his congrcgation, all(l lo('k him out of the church, then (~OD1et 
the clerk, shews and gingles the keys, that all may take notice that he is excluded. 
And by this his authority the chancellor takes upon him to sentence not only laymtn, 
but clergymen also bro'flght into his court for any delinquency, and in the court of the 
arches tlll:re they S('lltencc ev('n bishops th ~rnsclves. This is a common practi..:;e in 
later ages, hut in St Ambrose's tirec so great a wonder, as with amazement crielh 
out again!)t the emperor Valcntinian, when he took upon him to judge in snch cases, 
saying, ., 'Vhen was it tver heard of since the beginning of the world, that laymen 
should jutlgc of spirituals ?-' (he means in spiritual things, not in temporal things, which, 
by the laws of God and man, belongs to the lay-magistrate). This \Vas that Ambrose of 
whom the other great emperor, as good as great Theodosius, father to this Valentinian, 
affirmed, Ambrose only knew how to act the bishop, and with all Christian humility 
this great emperor submitted 10 the sentence of this godly bishop, denying him en
tra1l('e into the church for the cruelty acted by his soldiers at Thessalonica by his com
mand; and upon his great repentance and pennance performed six months together, 
and after publick confession in the church, was again absolved and joyfully received in
to the church. Oh my great ancl re\'erend fathers of the church the bishops, whom 
t.:hrist hath dea,-ed to his high dignity, whom he hath made kings and princes, whom 
he called to sit with him on his throl1e, there to give sentence of -eternal life or eter
nal death, can you ~o tamely part with this prime flower of your crown, yea the very 
apex of it, and suffer the lay~melllbers of the church to usurp this divine authority? 
Or )lOW can ,YOll answer it to the chief bishop of our souls. if anyone sou}, by the ill 
managcmeut of the chancellors, should c{'rtainly perish? shall not his blood be requi
led at your haDd~? But perchance some of 'you will answer, 'tis DO fault of yours, but 
of your predecessors, who gave such patents unto them, as by virtue thereof they ex
e::rcise this p.ower, will yc nill ye, 'Tis too true, and I remember .. when the bishop of 
'Veils, heanng of a (;au~e corruptly managed, and comin(T into the court to rectify 
it, the chancellor, Dr Duke, t'.!irly and mannerly bid himt:) be gone, for he bad _no 
po"" there to act any thing. amI thcrewithall pulls out his patent s",led by the bi
s~op's predecessor, which, like Perseus's shield with the Gorgon's head, f~ghted the ~r 
bishop out of th~ court. 'Where are you pal'liament .. men, you great SODS of the church 
.50 zealous for episcopal government, yet suffer this principal part of it to .be thus alie .. 
nated and usurped by lay. men ? If an unordained person take upon him to pray or 
p~each, wi~h what outc~ies and severe Jaws, and with great reason also, Y0'4llall upon 
.h~m; bU,t If an unordamcd pel'son take upun him to judge, sentence, and excomD1~· 
.. Dlcate lnshops themselves, you calmly pass it over, take no notice of it. Y QU Will 
,answer me, the bishops then"elve. pass it over, yea andpass it away from ~elD.~ves 



EccZuia8licaZ Tracts. '15 

and their successors for to gratify their kinsmen, or their friends, or perchance for 
worse, why then should you stir In it? Truly ill this YOli have reason, and the blame 
mnst wholly light on them who do not use all possible endeavour, and implore your 
assistance also, to rectify this great auuse, which subverts the main pillar of' thcchurdl 
government; th is is no ceremonial matter, but the very substance of il,-they stra.in at 
gnats and swallow camels. J'or chancellors to intermeddle in prob~ of wills, pay~ 
ment of tythes. or any other temporal matters, there is no scripture nor reason to 
condemn, but rather to condemn bishops. should they interpose in such matters fur 
which they have no commission from scripture, but rather a prohibition from that )iay~ 
ing of ourotiaviour, ")\1an, who made me a judge or a diddl'r m'er ,),ou ?" But thl'lI it 
will be necessary that chancellors have also power of temporal pUlllshments, and not 
prophane that. high and holy power in sordid earthlt things; certainly a greater pro .. 
pballation than to convert a church into a chandler s shop; the church is a Lulk of 
earthly materials, and holy only by dedication; the power of its keys is in its nature 
and original cOllstitution spiritual and divine: If Uzza, ueing no Levitt·, sutfned death 
for laying hold on the sacred ark of God to support and hold it up. wha t shall he suf .. 
fer who, being DO consecrated persall, lays hold on the sacred authority of God to 
pull it down from heaven to earth? Lt:t them consider. • 

Hut let not the civilians for this a(.:count me an enemy to their profi's ,~ion, which no 
man honours more, and I heartily wish much more of ou r civil mattt'n were COUl" 

mitted to thei r management and judicature, The ci\'il law is that whereoy most of 
the civilized world is govern'd, and if we will ha,'c commerce with them, 'tis fit we: 
should be able civil ians to deal with them, which willllCvci' be unless they have profit .. 
ahle and honourable places to encourage them for it; all that 1 Leg of them is, that 
they would contain themselves within their own sphere of activity, and not intruue 
into spiritual an(L sacreu ma.tters committe,l by Christ anu his apostles to the pries t
hood. And so I beg of priests, that they would not intcrmedule in lay and temporal 
ofiices. In thc timeofpopery, when spiritual and temporal affairs \Vcrcull intermingled 
:and horribly confounded, as the pope took upon him secular and imperial authority, 
dire-:tly contrary to the word and constitutions of Christ, so the bishops ancl priests un
der him interlneddled in all secular affairs and offices, and in this nation bishops were 
frequently lord.keepers, treasurers, chief justices, "icc-rays, what not? wllich is 
strangely unapostolical and unlawful, their vocation being wholly spiritual, as men 
cho~eu out of the world should have no more to do with it, thau of mere ncces~ity 
fo.' tOod and raiment. \Vherefore to take upon them any Jay·oRiee, which must ll!:eds 
take them off much from the ministry of tile word and prayer, is uoulJtless very sin
ful: for, Acts vi. we find the apostles gave themselves continually to these, <lilt! would 
not endllre to ha"e these interrupted by that charitable onice of taking ca re for the 
poor; cerLalnly then they would have m.uch less endured, yea. ahominated to be ta
ken off by temporal and worldly offices. And on th is occasiun let me ~ptak a WOld to 
tlJose of the inferior clergy, who take upon them to study ami practise phpi1.'k for hire; 
thi, must needs be likew ise s.inful, as taking them 00' frum their spiri tual employment; 
had they 5tud~d physick bcfurt: they entered holy orders, and would aftcr make usc of 
their skill amqog their poor neighbours out of charity. this were l'ommcndahle-, "lit 
being entered on a spiritual anJ pastoral charge. which requires the " 'ilOlc Illan, and 
11Iore; to spend their time tn this, or any other study not spintual, is contrary tu tll1.:lf 
"?cation, and consequently sinful, and to do it tor gain i ~ sordid, and lrllWOI thy tlu'u 
lughanqJloLy callinK- But "t(·t&SiIQS co~it ad turp£a, tlw maintenance of Illauy minis
ttl S is so sma.ll, a~ it forcelt them, even tor foot! and raiment, to sct:k It lJy utht'r ellll)loy
meot, which may in some mea~Jlre ex.cuse tht:m, but mighlily coudt'llIl1 those who 
,llouid provide better tor tbem: WlJetiler thiS belongs not to king and parliament, ! 


