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Now, if you did profess the name of Christ in truth, you would love enemies (if t
were your enemies) and not persecute them that are taught of God, and Christ is their
head ; for God let Cain have the liberty of the earth, though he was a fugitive in it,
for murdering his brother ; and God let the heretic Nimrod, that began to build Ba~
« bel, have liberty in the earth ; and scoffing Ismaecl have liberty in the earth in the
wilderness. ¥ - »
And, because the Jews had the law of God, who had the signs, types, figures,
- and shadows, by which they were to kill blasphemers and false prophets that drew .
away from God; which law and outward carnal weapons was a figure of the true
spiritual weapons and of the word of God, Christ Jesus, that destroys the devil and
blasphemers and false prophets which were gone out from God ; and this was doge by

the spiritual weapons, yea by the sword that proceeds-out of his mouth, therefore the
Christians are to love enemies. Bl L LA £ A)
For they that go about to take away the heads and leaders of the Quakers, as they
think, they go about to take away ‘Christ, for he is the head, not many heads, but
their head and leader ; for the many heads is'the beast, and is in this world, and isin
the fall from God ; for Christ is their head and leader, and way (in the male and fe-
male) and life and truth, who is the way to'God the Father, who is the only king,
omnipotent, immortal, and everlasting ; glory be to him for ever more, who hath sent
his son to be our teacher, saviour, redeemer, and our way and truth and:life, and our
resurrection and our offering, and great sacrifice by which we are sanctified and per-
fected for ever ; who is also our ﬁrophet, priest, and king, and his command we can-
not deny, but must confess him before men, even Christ Jesus, who hath spoken to
us in these last days, who ends the law, and priests, temples, tythes, offerings, sacri-
fices, first covenant, and ceremonies and shadows, and the carnal weapons which do
~ kill about religion ; and the Son of God bids us love enemies : God’s Son bids us love
enemies, and swear not at all.  And this is the Son of God that speaks from Heaven,
they that speak from earth kill and persecute one another, and say, “ We must ‘swear,”
and brings it from the Jews law, which Christ ends, or from the Heathens below : Bt;t
we must confess Christ before men, for he hath poured out of his spirit upon all flesh,
‘and his sons and daughters, and they shall and do prophesy ; and the testimony of
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy, and this is our testimony of Jesus, even the spirit of
prophecy ; and God hath given to us of his spirit by which we know his things, and
the xnanigestatiocx;l ofl his spir‘iit is given tobevery man to profit withal ; and they that
- grieve and quench the spirit do not profit by the spirit but to their condemnati
igfnany one have not the spirit of Christ he isy none l:f his, ¥y o -
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A Fanatic's Address, humbly presented to the. King and his Peers, and also to his People
in their Representative the Commons House of Parliament, assembled and sitting at
Westminster: Discovering to them the Innocency of his Actings in the midst of the late
Revolutions of Governments in this Nation; with the Resolves of them that walk with
him, and the Qualifications of those they intend to-have Communion withall. By Henry
Adis, a baptized Believer, undergoing the Name of a Free-willer ; and also most igno-

miniousty, by the Tongue of Infamy, called a Fanatic or a Madman. ‘

Phil. ive 5. Let your moderation be known unto all men, the Lord is at hand,
Printed in the Year 1661.

~ For as much as several that lately took upon them the places of trust, government,
and authority in these natioms, under a pretence of making such a reformation in
church and state as was agreeable both to the law of God and the best reformed
churches ; and yet their ends in all this, the event did clearly evidence, was nothing
either more or less'but to advance and set up self and self-interests ; the which, that
they might the better, and with the more self-security effect, they proclaimed liberty
of conscience, that so they might gain a party to stand for and by them, if necessity
required ; in which time of freedom, a small party (the Searcher of all hearts right well
knoweth) enjoyed our liberties under them, with an utter detestation both to their
acts of violence, oppression, and self-servings, with our conitinual bearing our testimony
against them in those actions as it fell in our way, both in discourses and teachings;
but more publickly in m‘y" books, printed and published in the year 1648, called the
Symptoms.of Ruin, or the Sword and Famine the Attendants of Oppression ; as also
in that book intitled A Cup for the City and her Adherents ; and in that poem called
A Spy for Justice sent out of the Tower Chamber of the Fleet; in all which it will
evidently.appear, that for mine own part I could not own nor in the least allow of
their violence nor oppression : And the better to clear to the whole nation our iono-
cency, and the cleanness of our hands, as to all manner of acts of violence and oppres-
sion, I caused 1500 declarations to be printed and published the 1¢th day of the 11th
month, vulgarly called January, in the year 1659, which is also joined to the latter
end of my Fanatic’s Mite cast into the King’s Treasury ; in which 1 declared my judg-
ment, and the judgment of that small company that were in society with me, both
concerning fighting, swearing, and government, and our obedience to magistracy and
Magistrates, and our present disrelish to them then in being, as in the 23d and 24th lines
of the said declaration (if recourse thereunto had) is evident: And yet, notwithstand-
1ng, myself, with two more of the said declarers, in this late imgrisonment about the
late Imsurrection, and also upon refusing to engage to the king by an oath, have been
cruelly imprisoned in the Gatehouse dungeon, and two of us also most abusively (with
others) were printed as traitors, although the thought of those, and such like acts of
violence and bio _are even an rring to our souls. | : ;s
. And seeing we have the word of the king passed to us, for our protection under him
10 our liberties in our meetings, to discharge our duty to our God and each to
other, in that way that God hath manifested himself unto us in his revealed will, the
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Holy Scriptures of truth, so long as we on our parts, without acts of violence, hosti.
lity,. plottings, contrivings, or underminings, shall behave ourselves peaceably and
quietly under him. . . .

And seeing we, on our parts, have never in the least forfeited our privileges by any
thing that we have either acted or in the least intended, and yet our peaceable and
quiet meetings have been beset with rude and debauched soldiers, rending and swear-
ing, attended with the rude rabble, and that since our late enlargement by the king's
coronation favour ; and all this for speaking in the name of Jcsus of Nazareth, *“aman
approved of God,” Acts ii. 28. he that is pretendedly owned of you all, and yet con-
tended for by you all; and yet such is the inveteracy of the spirits of some, that they
are eagerly ﬁggting against those that in the singleness of their souls serve this Jesus
in the footsteps of the flock of God gone before; of whom, because the king, the no-
bility, and the generality of the commonalty of this land of our nativity are misin-
formed of some of us, and that we, with some, are of the judgment, * that Killing is no
murder,” intend to lay a punishment upon us for the guilt and opinion of some whom
we as little own as they that are ready to inflict the punishment; I bave therefore
thought good once more to set pen to paper, and in plainness of speech to give the
king and his people, and you their representatives, a fresh discovery of the intents of
our hearts anme bents of our spirits, in the singleness of our souls, in the sight and
presence of him who is the searcher of all hearts, that sin-revenging God, who is of a
more pure eye than to approve of or to behold iniquity with approbation thereunto.

I shall therefore declare our judgments as to the present governor and government,
and our opinion touching government simply so considered ; and then I hope, Daniel
like, neither the king, his people, nor you their representative, shall find any just
cause against us, save in the matters of our God ; in which (the Lord assisting us) we
shall resolve in God’s way to go on in, ““ and if therein we perish, we perish.”

And therefore, first of all, I shall let you know that we do own government, and
that we both do and shall resolve to be ubg.lient to governors, because they be ordain-
ed of God, according to Rom. wiyi. 1, 2.” " And, therefore, on our parts, we dare not
resist them, but shall, according to verse 7. ¢ Render unto them tribute, custom, fear,
and honour.” And for as much as we have seen the hand of him who changeth the
times and seasons, who removeth kings and setteth up kings, Dan. ii. 21, 37. Dan. v. 18,
19, 1. Sam. xv. 1, 23. 1. Sam. xvi. 12. to be greatin this chaugein setting up Charles
the Second ; we do therefore own him to be the lawful king of these three nations of
England, Scotland, and Ireland, and to whom we shall willingly submit in all civil
things that we do find to be agreeable to the mind of God, revealed in that directory
his Holy Scriptures of truth; and if at any time he shall require from us any thing
that we cannot in conscience actually obey him in, we shall not in the least resist him
violently, nor by force of arms oppose him, but shall patiently suffer under him the
penalties for our not obeying him ; and as we own him, so we shall receive, own, and
obey, actively or passively, all others his civil magistrates set up and sent by him for
the punishment of “ evil doers,” and the “ praise of them that do well,” according to .
1 Pet. ii. 18, 14. And this we shall du in the singleness of our souls, without evasions,
equivocations, or mental reservations.

Secondly, As we do own magistracy to be of God, so we cannot look upon ourselves
to be concerned in the affairs of this or any other nation, so as to have to do with
vernment, as to our own particulars, although we were endowed with such yualifica-
tions and estates as might render us capable thereof ; because we look upon eurselves
to be a people * chosen out of the world,” and such as shall be *hated of the worid,"”
John xv. 19.; and for the sake and name of Christ, shall be ‘* hated before kings, ruless,
governors, magistrates, and councils of this world,” as he himself hath fortold us, Matt.
X, 17, 18. Mark xiii. 9. * For all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shal} suffer per-
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secution,” 2 Tim. iii, 12. And therefore we look upon it to be our duties to behave
ourselves as pilgrims and strangers on earth, as the flock of God gone before us did
and were, Heb. xi. 13. 1. Pet. ii. 11. * And to sit loose to the things of this world,
and to use the world as if we used it not, and as not abusing it,” 1. Cor. vii. 30, 31.;
but that our moderation therein, and in all things, * may be known to all men, because
the Lord is at hand,” Phil. iv, 15. and not Martha like, to be too much “ cumbered
with the things of this world,” but with Mary, ‘‘ to louk after that one thing necessary,
and to choose that good part which shall not be taken from us,” Luke x. 41, 42. And
as we are “risen with Christ, so to seek those things which are above, where Christ
sitteth at the right hand of the Father,” Col. iii. 1. *“ And so to lay up for ourselves
treasures in Heaven, where neither rust nor moth do corrupt, and where thieves can-
not break through nor steal,” Matt. vi. 20.

Thirdly, We shall and do own the parliament of England, convened and gathered
together by the king’s writs, to be the lawful, and only lawful assembly of the nation,
for the confirming, establishing, making, and repealing of laws and statutes for the
better well-being of the nation in civil things ; but we cannot find, from the word of
God, any warrant for the greatest of men or councils, either civil or ecclesiastical, to
alter or abrogate any of the laws of God made by that great Council of Heaven, or to
prescribe any other kind or manner of worship than what the great Jehovah in his
Magna Charta, the holy scriptures of truth, hath established, ratified and confirmed
by *“ miracles, signs and wonders, and divers gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his
own will,” Heb. 1i. 4., and in which the flock of God, gone before us, acted, who con-
tinued ** stedfastly in the apostle’s doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking ot bread,
and prayer,” Acts ii. 42., to which directory only we both do, must, and shall con-
form to, and none other. And if, by the hands of the rude multitude, by your conti-
nued toleration, or otherwise by your appointments, we shall therein or therefore pe-
rish, we perish ; yet I cannot but by the way let you know, that for some time past I
have observed and taken special notice, thgt, when parliaments have gone about that
work of settling and ordering of matters concerningfithe worship and service of God,
their designs have suddenly been blasted, their councils confounded, and their enemies,
foreign or domestic, encreased ; by which means they have been forced to leave that
work, or else by the hands of those that called them, or by the army’s force, they have
been violently dispersed.

_And now | shall really inform you of our resolutions herein, and shall declare, that
if this great assembly shall go on to intermeddle with the regulating of our conscien-
ces as to the worship and service of our God, or give it into the hands ot the church-
men of England so to do, we shall not, by force of arms, nor the least violence, op-
pose them, nor comply with any that shall oppose them ; neither shall we resolve to
conform to them in the least, in what isinconsisrent with the laws of our God, left usin
fcripture record ; but, under our penalties for our refusals, we shall, with Israel of old,
groan under such Egyptian bondage ; and we question not but that the captan of our
salvation, in his own tfue time, by a mighty hand and stretched out arm, will release
and relieve us, to the comfort of his poor oppressed suffering ones, and to the confu-
sion of his and his people’s enemies ; and, with Israel of old, we shall resolve to
“ stand still and behold the salvation of our God,” which he will work for us, let our
:l:z?ﬂngs be under (you or them) what they will, for our not actually obeying man’s
raditions,

l?our_.thly, We look upon it to be our bounden duty, notwithstanding though we
suffer for 1t by the hands of men, yet to follow the direction ot King Jesus, the cap-
tain of our salvation, who himself was * made pertect through sutferings,” Heb. 1.
10., who, that his own flock might the. better avoid that great danger of forswearing,
¢ither by iguorance; forgetfulness, mistakings, or by reason of fear, favour, or-attec-
tion, he perswadeth them ** not to swear at all,” Matt. v. 34., who also telleth us, Matt,
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v. 20., that ‘* except our righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the Scribes
and Pharisees, we shall in no wise enter into the kingdown of heaven; and therefore,
in verse 37, he requireth that our Yea should be Yea, and our Nay, Nay; and be’?d.
deth this as a reason, for, saith he, © Whatsoever ig more than this cometh of evil,” or
of that evil-one ; as much as if he should have said, when you either assert or deny a
thing, you shall do it with such singleness of heart, and with such sincerity of soul,
being in me, or in my way, order, or worship, as that you shall not cause the name of
God, nor his gospel, to be blasphemed or evil spoken of, by reason of your deceitful
denials or affirmings, but that you speak the truth in me, who am made of my Father
unto you, both ¢ wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption ;" and s0 am
become to you the * Lord your righteousness,” Jer. xxiii. 6., who, as 1 judge, doth not
tye us distinctly to the circumstance of the terms, Yea and Nay, but to the substance
of the verity or truth of the thing asserted, although the terms may differ, as do his
own, who saith, “ Verily, verily, I say unto you,” John iii. 3., who also useth the
same expression above twenty times in that Gospel by St John, the which verily, ve-
rily, haqfit been an evil, or if it had come of that evil one, and he himself speaking it
had been his evil, to have tied us from it as an evil, and yet acted it himself; and so
he would have laid himself under a guilt, the which to say I really believe is no less
than blasphemy ; so that he tieth us, as I judge, not to the circumstance of the words,
but to the substance of the matter, and that without swearing, in saying, ‘‘ Swear not
at all ;" so that though we cannot swear to King Charles, yet we can and shall be
freely willing to promise to King Charles what we can safely and upon a scripture ac-
count promise. And as we are not ourselves free to plot, contrive, nor by force of
arms to undermine him nor his government, so to prevent the shedding ot blood, and
the breach of the peace of the three nations, we shall and will be ready and willing to
discover all plots, conspiracies, or any thing that by force of arms we shall know of
against him, to some justices of the peace, or other his ministers, within twenty-four
hours after the knowledge of such plot or force intended ; and shall resolve (the Lord
assisting us) to be as true and faithful in our yeas and nays, whether promissary or tes-
timonial, to King Charles and bis subjects, of what rank or quality soever they be, as
our brethren of Holland are to the States, and to their fellow-citizehs and townsmen :
And we hope our performances therein will be found far more real than the multitudes
cither are or have been, who have been ready to swear for this to-day and against it
to-morrow ; whose own interests generally cause their mouths to open in such swear-
ings and forswearings more than conscience; the which we dare not do lest we be
found transgressing the law of our Saviour, and his faithful servant, who say, * Swear
not, and swear not at all,” Matt. v. 34. Jam. v. 12.

Fifthly, We look upon it to be our duties, to be a peaceable, a guiet, a harmless,
and an innocent people, and to keep ourselves from all manner of acts of war, violence, |
and hostility ; because to kill, inslave, bring under, ruin, or destroy, our friends were*
most inhumane ; and to do so to our enemies we dare not, because our lawgiver, by
his faithfull servant, Rom. xii. 17, &c. requireth us to * recompense to no man eyil
for evil, but that we provide things Louest in the sight of all men ;” and that if possi-
ble, as much as in us lieth, we should live peaceably with all men; who requireth us
not to ““ avenge oursclves, but rather to give place unto wrath ;” because it is written,
* vengeance is mine, and I will repay it, saith the Lord ;” therefore, saith he, ¢ if
thine enemy hunger, feed him ; if he thirst, give him drink ; for in so doing thou shalt
heap coals of fire on his head ; and be not overcome with evil, but overcome evil with
good :” yea, and so saith our Saviour himself, Matt. v. 44. *“ But I say unto you, love
your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for
them that despitefully use you ; that you may be (or that you may evidenggyourselves
to be) the children of your Father, which is in Heaven ; for he maketh the sun to rise oa
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the evil and on the good, and his rain to fall on the just and on the unjust : for if you
love them which love you, what reward have ye ? Do not even the publicans the same ?
And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others ? do not even the
Publicans the same ? Be ye therefoge L:erfect, even as your Father, which is in Heaven,
is perfect.” And we look upon it to be our duties to follow our Lord and Master, who
]ei{ himself a pattern for us to follow, who saith, Matt. xi. 29. “ Learn of me, forI am
lowly and meek, and ye shall find rest for your souls;” who, saith the apostle, 1. Pet.
ii. 21, ¢8. “ When he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened
not ; but committed himself to him who judgeth righteously.” Much more might be
said to their particular, the which, forbrevity’s sake,% shall omit ; and shall thus affirm,
that for this cause, and such requirements as these are, we dare not have to do with
weapons of war, nor that the acts of violence in any case be found in our hands, no
not for the best things, and to advance or promote either the gospel or kingdom of
Christ by any such way or means, we dare not in the least have so much as a thought, but
look upon it to be our duties patiently to wait, and earnestly, according to that other
requirement of Christ, to pray, ‘‘ That his kingdom may come,” that so his « will
may be done on earth as is in Heaven,” Matt, vi, 10. And as we have declaied in the
said declaration, in 1659, “ that we could not hold society with, nor own those that
were in the same faith and order with us, and from whom we then stood at a distance,
that acted with the carnal weapons, weapons of war, and acts of hostility then ;" so
still, we look upon it to be our bounden duty so to do, because it is so frequently for-
bidden in scripture, and also because it bringeth such an odium upon the truth, and
also upon the peaceable peorle of God that are in gospel order, and walk close to the
appointments of Christ in all his ordinances, and in church-fellowship, as it is at this
day : And therefore we cannot have to do with any such as do so act, or that look
upon it to be their liberties or privileges so to act ; and shall have as little to do with
them now as then, or with any one that hath so acted, unless they shall freely relin-
quish the same, and shall acknowledge their failing and evil in their so acting, whether
it be either against or for King Charles the First, or King Charles the Second ; it being
so crearly made out to us, and also to several of them that formerly so acted, from
the Holy Scriptures, to be contrary to the qualifications of a gospel disciple to have to
do with weapons of war, or the sword of slaughter, whose weapon only ought to be
the “sword of the spirit, which is the word of God, to cut down, kill, and slay,
wound, and bring under every imagination, and every high thought that exalteth it-
self against the knowledge of Jesus Christ ;”” and to bring every soul to the obedience
of Christ, in all his laws, statutes, ordinances, and appointments : In order whereunto,
Sixthly, We look upon it to be agreeable to the pure will and mind of God, that
there be a free toleration for men and women to worship God, without either con-
siraint or restraint ; and that no acts of violence be used against them therein, to force
the conscience of any, no not the meanest of the sons and daughters of men, of what
persuasion or judgment soever they be of ; because Jesus Christ, out of that exceed-
Ing love of the Father, was sent *“ to lay down his life for the sins of the world,” John
1. 29. *“ and to be a redemption for that first transgression,” Heb. ix. 15. under the guilt
of which all the whole bulk of maukind that ever were, are, or ever shall be, by imputa-
tion, do lie under ; and from the punishment of which, by Jesus Christ, they shall all
be released and restored, Rom. v. 18. And not only so, but they are also, by Jesus
Christ, that second Adam, brought into a capacity to have that salvation that is in
esus Christ, with eternal glory, 2 Tim. ii. 10. whose work was to “ come to seek
and to save that which was lost,” as he himself saith, Luke xix. 10. And therefore
he gave out his universal commission, the benefit whereof extendeth to all ; and there-
tore 1o be pwbed 10 all, Matt. xxviit. 19. Mark xvi. 15.
And we having this universal gospel to preach, to wit, * That God was in Christ,
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reconciling the world unto himself by Jesus Christ, not imput.lpg.thelf trespasses un-
to them, and hath committed unto us the minist of reconciliation;” now then we
are *ambassadors for Christ, as though God did ech you by us; we pray you
(yea)(you great tall cedars of England) Lwe pray] ayou in Christ stead be ye reconci-
Jed unto God.” € Cor. v. 19. 20 And have a caré, I beseech you, in the fear of the
great Jehovah, that ye neither slight our message, as you tender the good of your own
souls to eternity ; neither be ye, 1 pray you, as those Pharisees and bypocrites, againgt
whom a wo was pronounced by our master King Jesus, Matt. xxiii. 13. who shlit
up the kingdom of Heaven against men, who neither desired to go in themselves, nor
suffered those that were entering to go in : Oh, I beseech you, have a carc of this, for
men are backward enough of themselves ; and should you but seem to hinder them,
happily their disobedience may be put upon your score ; and he that is foungi forwards
now to hinder, will be found most guilty at that day when Christ shall dispense to
every man according as his work shall be, 2 Cor. v. 10. Oh, I beseech you once again,
yea and again I intreat you, have a care every one of you, as you tender your own
ood to eternity, that you hinder none, though ever so rich nor ever so poor ; for God
is “ no respecter of persons; but in every nation he that feareth him and worketh
righteousness, is accepted of him,” Acts x. 34. Hinder none, be they ever so young,
nor ever so old ; for our householder, the master of our family, Jesus Christ, who is a
son over his own house, comes to some early in the morning, Matt. xx. 1. &c. even
whilst they are tender and young, even so soon as they come to reason and understand-
ing, God, by the incomings of his Holy Spirit, comes to hire them into his vineyard :
To some he comes at the third hour in their youth; to others at the sixth hourin their
manhood ; to others at the ninth hour in their declining age ; and to some again at
the eleventh hour, even in their old age. O then 1 say again, I beseech you have a
care that none be hindred of their entrance into the vineyard of Christ, of no age or
sex whatsoever ; for he may be loitering in the market-place of the world this day that
may be hired into the vineyard of Jesus Christ to-morrow ; for Christ of a persecuting
Saul may suddenlz make a preaching Paul ; one voice from Heaven can do it, through
mercy I know it by good experience, and therefore I am the bolder to assert it; and
that provoketh me the more earnestly to beg again and again that no violence be used,
because the householder, Matt. xx. 1. is said to hire, not to frighten, nor beat, force,
or constrain, but to hire labourers to go into his vineyard, telling them what they shall
have for their pains if they will labour when they are there. And as I told the king in
my Fanatic’s Mite, in page the ninth of the last Jmpression,  That a gospel mini-
ster was not as a general in an army, to frighten, beat, or fight men into faith, but as
an ambassador to persuade and invite, and gently treat with, and to intreat into the
Wa({ of God, the one being gospel or evangelical, but the way of force being diabolical
and of the devil, and proceedeth from the fruits of the flesh,” a part whereof I told the
mayor of London, in Christian love to his soul, the danger whereof, in my Alarm
given to him in his Quarters, in page 34, in which some of them are clearly laid
down, and how they will exclude a soul from Heaven’s cFlcu'y.
Again, it is required, that ‘“all things be tried, and that which is good be held
fast ;" but how shall there be a tryiug of all things if there be a constraint only to one?
for, how can there be a choice where the trying any but one is restrained ? the which
restraint confounds the choice. Again, if those ofy the episcopal government do look
upon toleration or liberty of conscience, simply so considered, to be a sin, then I
query if it be not an evil to tolerate any; and whether that evil is not then more ag-
gravated if they shall tolerate that opinion or rcligion that they would have us swear
against, because they say it is idolatrous and sinful? And whether there is not a far-
ther aggravation, if the worser be allowed and the better be suppressed ? And whether
they will not evidence themselves to be such as judge not as God judgeth, if they shail
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tolerate the great, the rich, and mighty, and suppress the mean, the poor, and the
low? when God “ respecteth not persons, but in every nation he that feareth him, and
worketh righteousness, is accepted of him.” : N

And, therefore, I would earnestly beg every one (the bent of whose spirit carrieth
him that way) according to the regiirement of the apostle,  to try their spirits whether
they are of God or not,” 1. Jobn iv. 1. and to examine their \ylsd_om in this case of
persecution, whether it be that wisdom that is from above, which is “ first pure, then
péaceable, gentle and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without par-
tiality, without hypocrisy,” Jam. iii. 17. :

Whether it be without partiality ? whether they would be willing to be served so
themselves ? whether, if they have at any time undergone persecution for conscience
sake, and have not cried out against it as abominable, as the Roman Catholics and
Episcopals have done in that grand usurper Oliver Cromwell’s days, and the general
Baptists, confident I am should have done, had he longer continued ; even as they
with others now do, and as that people of the Presbyterian persuasion suddenly (unless
my judgment greatly fail me) will do, if this horrid Rome-bred persecuting spirit still
be predominant in England, which is contrary to the true spirit of God, whose fruit
is love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, meekness, and temperance,
against which there is no law; no law of God, although there be now some laws of
man intended to be made against them : Oh! that this were taking upon your spirits
that now sit at the stern !

Was not your loyalty to King Charles the First and King Charles the Second a
great cause of your hardships, most of you? lHow fared it with you, you that were
continually in England ? Were not those that bore sway in England your continual
tormentors, your fear. and daily dread ? and those that were not away did they not
feel the smart of it ? Did you not all, both abroad and at home, cry out of oppression,
cruelty, and tyranny ? Did you cry out of them, and think you that others will not
cry out of you if you be found such actors to others? Was it evil in them to use you
so for your loyalty to King Charles? And tan you be so cruel to those that are loyal
to King Jesus, and never acted any thing against King Charles the First, nor King
Charles the Second, or agamst the meanest of you, nor ever took part with them that
did? Did the hand of God follow them for their cruel and unjust actings to you and
the king, as most of you do-say it did? And can you be the same to others for their
loyalty to him who hath righted you of them, and brought {ou to your own again;
and that againstsome of them too that never got the worth of one farthing by all
their pillagings, plunderings, or sales, neither of goods nor lands ? Can you be con-
tented to enjoy your own ¢ And are you not willing that those that never harmed you
should enjoy theirs ? Are you glad that you are brought into.the land of your nativity
again ? And would you now most unjustly jostle others out? Are you now setting up
that worship that you judge to be agreeable to the mind of God? And will you now
furce others to forsake what they are_persuaded to?

Ob! that you.would but consider wlat your own oppressions were,. and who you
are now about to oppress; let not your fury, nor revenge, fall heavy upon the inno-
cent: Why should iniquity and injustice be found in your hands ?

Oh | consider with yourselves apart, and .discourse it each with other seriously,
Wwhat such a judgfnent as I, in the singleness of my soul, have laid before you, can
Or ever did do you -harm; who never tﬂd any acts of violence for nor against you or
the king, nor ever shall resolve to do ; who bave not gone with a defensive weapon, so
Wuch as to defend.myself with, above these fifteen years ; and am of the same judg-
Mment with our brethren of Holland, whose innocent and barmless behaviour, confident
I_-ﬂm, many.of youw, in that time.of your absence from this land of your nativity, are
“:rlﬁ“mnm with ; the which I am confident the strictest of you have no just ex .

0L, VII.. 2L
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ception against, either for endeavouring to undermine government, or to pull down
governors, or, by fraud or force, to have to do with any man’s possession, goods, or
estate ; who am willing to do by another as I would have another do by me, and am
as willing another should live as myself, whose endeayours, in all my teachings, have been
to persuade persons to forsake and avoid all acts of violence and oppression, and to cleave
to God with purpose of heart, and to persuade those that have owned God in his own
way, to continue stcdfast in the same, and to prove faithfull to him, whose laws teach
the best loyally to our earthly princes, and purest love to all, yea tu our very ene-
mies, who with singleheartedness to all, and, without either fawhing or flattery, have
and shall still resolve to tell every one with whom I have to do, the worst of their
condition, and shew them the danger they are in by reason of their misactings ; with
an earnest desire that, in order to their eternal well-being, they would refuse the evil
and choose the good.

And so 1 have at this time done with you, the great council of the nation, and if
for my plainness of speech either as to'the matter or manner of it, you shall become
mine enemy, because I deale so plainly with you, I shall let you know, that, not-
withstanding, 1 shall, in the singleness of my soul, pray for you and for your con-
version, not in the least endeavouring or plotting your confusion,

And now I shall earnestly desire both the king, his people, and you their repre-
sentative, to judge with equity our innocent cause, that so, when {ou shall your-
selves be summoned at that great session, before that great tribunal and righteous
Judge, who shall give to every man according as his work shall be, that then you be
found innocent and without blame as to your actings against the peaceable ones of
Christ's flock, whose sentence of either, * Come, {e blessed, inherit the kingdom,”
or, “ Go, ye cursed, into everlasting fire,” will be of an eternal extent, and that upon
the account of men’s actings to his people, either for doing them good, or for refusing
to do them that good they might have done them ; who looketh upon what is either
neglected or done to them to be done unto himself: And hence it is that 'he uttered
that from Heaven, saying, “ Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me ? I am Jesus whom
thou persecutest,” Acts ix. 3, 4. And after the same manner will be his sentence at
that great day of account, even, *‘ Go, yc cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for
the devil and his angels ; for when I was huangry, ye fed me not ; and naked, ve cloth-
ed me not; sick, and in prison, and ye visited-me not ; for inasmuch as ye did it not
to one of these little ones, ye did it not unto me.”

Oh then, I beseech thee, whoever thou be, that art of a persecuting spirit, I say
again, I would beg thee seriously to consider, Oh persecuting spirit, that if the Lord
Christ will thus severely punish the neglecting the doing good to his people, when
hungry, naked, sick, and imprisoned, what then will be the portion of those that
cause them to come into such difficulties and straits as imprisonments, hungerings,
nakedness, and sickness ; and cause them to be thrown, as it were, on heaps, one
upon another, as some of the Baptists lately have been, sixty in one room, some nine
foot broad and fourteen foot long in Newgate: And much after the same way in
several other gaols and prisons in the nation, enough to breed infections and diseases,
had not the God whom we serve appeared mightily on our behalfs.

And seeing the eternal sentence will be so severe against such violent actors, in love
to their souls I cannot choose but give them a timely caution, and in their behalfs,
with that servant of the Lord, Deut. xxxii. 29. cry out and say, * O that they were
wise, that they would understand this, that they would cousider their latter end.” ' .

And now let not the king, his peers, nor his people be angry, and I will speak:
this once more in the behalf of myself, and all that are of the separation, of what jud
ment soever, that so, if possible, I may be instrumental that the peace of the nation
yreserved and kept; and this I shall humbly beg, that if you are not willing that we

1
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should serve our God in that way which we have received., but that we shall be taken

into custody for our so duing, that then you would comnissionate some peace-officers

for that work to have to do with us, and that we be not left to the mercy of the

rude multitude, nor the violent laws of the mercenary soldiers, whose actings to-

wards the peaceable have been very rude and inhumane in London and Westminster ;

where, at one meeting, they wounded one man so dangerously on the arm, that it is
reatly feared he will lose the use of one of his hands.

At another meeting-place,.they rudely came and drank up the wine that was pro-
vided by that congregation to celebrate that holy ordinance of communicating at thc
table of the Lord.

At another meeting-place, the congregation being generally dispersed before they
came, in revenge whereof the soldiery set on the rude multitude to break in pieces the
tahle that they used to make use of to celebrate the Lord’s Supper upon.

At another meeting-place they rudely behaved themselves, violently casting some of
them head-long down the stairs, but the stairs*being winding, and some people upon
them, the force of the falls (through mercy) being thereby broken, there was not
much harm done as to the people; the greatest harm that was done was by one of the
soldiers to himself ; for he set that up then upon his own score, the which (unrepent-
ed of) will exclude him Heaven's glory, if the saying of our apostle be true, in 1 Cor.
vi. 9. who would not have men to be deceived, for, saith he, ¢ neither fornicators, nor
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor
thieves, &¢c. shall inherit the kingdom of God :” And such was one of them who stole
a Bible, as I am informed by one, who saith, that at the very interim of time char-
aed him with it in the face of the congregation ; and if such acts of deteit should be
winked at and allowed, we should be 1n as bad a condition as when our houses were
searched upon the late insurrection, when who would came and forced into houses,
and took and bore away what they pleased, to the great hindrance of some, as can be
clearly evidenced ; and when our pockets were searched in the main guard, and our
knives and other things taken from us, and never restored to us again; and if such
acts of violence be not restrained, our peaceable and well-governed land, in a short
time may (it is to be feared) become Acheldama.

And therefore, in the behalf of myself and all others, whose light it is to walk in a
separated way, if by your appointments we shall be taken into custody for our peace-
able meeting together in the service of our God, I shall humbly beg that we may have
the privileges of-free-born Englishmen, and that which the worst of offenders enjoy ;
who, though the laws, both ot God and man, will condemn to the shamefullest death,
yet they are apprehended by peace officers, and peaceably preserved from the hands of
violence and cruelty till they be legally charged, adjudged, and condemned ; the which
security, if this great assembly shall vouchsafe us, and that the nation be forbidden to
make any tumuﬁuous insurrections contrary to the peace of the nation, and that the
forbear to commit any acts of violence upon us, either in our peaceable assemblings
together, or apart at our habitations, or elsewhere, till further order from the assembly ;
the which, if this national assembly shall vouchsafe us the privilege of, we shall in all
humility and thankfulness acknowﬁ:dge it ; but if not, yet it shall be our great care in
our meetings, to perform our duties in obedience to our God, and to follow that Chris-
tian advice of his sérvant, in 1 Tim. ii. 1. ¢ To make prayers, supplications, intercessions,
and giving of thanks for all men, for kings, and all that are in authority ; that under
$hem we may lead a peaceable and quiet life in all godliness and honesty, because it
18 good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour:” and this shall be the resolu-
tion of him, -whose only end aad aim is the glory of God, the good of the king, the
well-being of, his people,: and the eternal benefit of all your souls ;
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Who in the singleness of heart, in the sight of the all-seeing Ged, shall subscribe
himself a friend to your souls, in order to your eternal well-being, in the behaif
of himself and those he hath communion withall.

Henry Apis.

The Naked Truth, or the True State of the Primitive Churck. By an Humble Modera-
tor, Herbert Croft, Bishop of Herceford, as verily supposed.

Zach. viii, 19. Love the truth ‘and peace.
Gal. iv. 16, Am 1 therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth ?

Anno 1675.

The loyal, pious, and moderate author of the following treatise was Herbert Croft, third son of Sir
Herbert Croft of Croft Castle. He was educated to the church, but had scarcely attained the
situation of dean of Hereford, when the civil wars broke out. His temper being as firm as
gentle, he continued to preach in behalf of the king and church of Eni_!and, until the parlia-
mentary soldiers threatened to fire upon him in the pulpit. He also suffered from straitened
circumstances, until, in 1659, he succeeded to the family estate of his father by the successive
deaths of his two brothers. Upon the restoration he was promoted, in 1661, to the bishopric of
Hereford, then vacant by the death of Nicolus Monk, brother to the restorer of monarchy.

In 1675, the dissensions among English protestants rose to such a height, that this pious bisho
with other moderate divinea,%wgan to entertain fears that popery might enter through the breach,
In order to avert such a calamity, he published the following moderating pamphlet, emi-
nent for its charitable and truly Christian :ﬂ)irit, and to whicﬁ it can only be objected, tha
the pussions and prejudices on both sides rendered the purpose which it labours to effect alto-
gether impossible. The tract had, however, a prodigious circulation, and doubtless, among the
cool and sensible persons of all sects, made some converts. Bishop Croft survived the revolu-
tion, and died iu 1691.

Anthony Wood gives the following account of the Naked Truth, and of the long and warm con-
troversy to which its appearance gave occasion :—

“ The Naked Truth ; or the true State of the Primitive Church, Lond. 1675. qu. ibid. 1680, fol.
The appearance of this book at such a time (1675) was like a comet. * It drew (as one saith)*
the eyes of all that could jook upon it. It was a divine manifestation of a Christian spirit
oflove.” And certainly, as ¢hal pious endeavour hath encreased his (the author’s)comforts, so
he hath not lost all his labour; for siuace that we have had more overtures of peace than we
heard of in many years before of discord and troubles from the learned in the church of En
land,” &c. Thus a certain lukewarm conformist (quoted here in the margin) in behalf of the
non-conformists, who, as they before hud a great esteem for John Hales his book of schism, so
as much, if not more, now for this, which they characterize with grand encomiums. Will. Jen-
kyn, one of the principal heads of them, while he lived, styles it, * among others, Tractatus egregius;
and Andrew Marvell, who, after he had termed? the author of it judicious, learned, conscien-
.tious, & sincere protestant, and a true son, if not a father, of the church of England, saith * of the

' Edward Pearse, in his boak, intitled the Conformists third Plea for Nonconformists, & Lond. i firef
and second page of the preface. R i it ke

*In his Celeusma, p. 9.

: II ? I‘;u p;eface to EI book entitled Mr Smirke.on the Divine Mode, &ec.

T dlde Pu 3y



Ecclesiastical Tracts. 269

ook itself, that “.’Tis a treatise which, if not for its eppos i i
| er (meaning F p
calls Mr Smirke) needs no commenda{ion, being wrjlt)l:vith l(.hnt ev:'li‘ en:: n::lil'lc‘i‘:;ir,u“ 'ht_nn e
spirit ghat all sober men cannot but give their assent and consent tn it unasked. It g
that lm_ld th_aq no Chnstiqn scarce can perusc it without wishing himself to b.e tlnel:\ utlbufﬂ‘. o
almost imagining that he is so; the conceptions therein being of so eternal idca, that l: / :m, "o
finds lttt?mbg but abclzopy of the original ot his own mind,” &c. The said book ,lllaki:%l;v;:ﬁll:
noise at its firsl publication, it was soon after answered by l ati
Turner, D. D. head or master of St John's college i g L b el A
r . ge in Cambridge, in a booke entitled, Anim;
versions on a Pamphlet entitled The Naked Truth, &c. Pri i twiced S
the aut&:iorthof waTaliunis, or the Author of the I\:ak;;l Tr;ltlllltﬁrit;tl Lri::l?ecllﬁ?fo::‘dqul-ﬁég.) riju}r
supposed then to be written by Dr Pet. Gunni ist ' sinewhich
book the author* before mentio{led saith thus :nipgﬁu?:sl?g aorf;c?ivh;)(ﬂ::aeks?;g ;oncermng wh“‘:h
Ied'btbhle Afl‘lll;lor of the Naked Truth stript naked (to the Fell, or to the skin)sthaiol?i‘:rzgll;[fl:‘iz;-l
quibble of the great gun in the title page will not excuse Bishop Gunni i
still expected.” I guess that the word Fell, included befi e ip BRSO Doy 0
Philip Fell, fellow of Eaton College, who 'w;s[:.gu o b e, T dlic
Ry &% ; . : lly supposed to be th ) ,
Talionis before mentioned, at its r.:t. comin fo:{':: S Nodah soine b L the Mo 9f 4o
(0 thougl ¢ ) i
William Lloyd, Dean of ],Sa.ngor, was the aﬁthor of ilt?u!:'l“hseosu;?d(‘l‘;isfhﬁmgnbe'r) i st
the'pub!nshm of the Naked Truth, preached a smart and learned surlt)m unbmil‘] &) e aftcr
;ga;lqst it, which gas muchd talked of, and expected in print, being comma::‘dede (;;e’ttx:I: k"'lf
y his majesty to do it: an therefore it gave occasion to And ; d i 1
say that Bishop Gunning's sermon is still gexpecled. (s.) r:]]3}r [éifgrrtml?;::g, ll)fi(lj)re'qliqted, s
'(i‘?:lecll\i !lt I(!i‘?[‘dest:: bil"l:: otﬁtig: most cousiderable Things, in a Discourse lutel.; pl;bli.s}l\:ldl;jniﬁ}loﬁ
e Naked Truth, . 1676. qu. This, I say, was written by 4 gl —.
set to it) because I have seen it reckoned as {1’is i:? :r(l:algllov{:f L?l:f::)i; (tl)hozgh h.!s i
put at the end of anol_her by a bookscller, to shew that Iuchabooks wefe :o'IJc;) bB ‘.l:!men 2
the answers of_the said book called the Naked Truth, which (as I undc;‘qtandyl ll“'l i il
‘;%f‘?ﬁbyv:al;t;ﬁmnlgtgfnl(len}an, a neighbour of Bishop Croft, in Herefordshire d):ﬁ::l le:‘t:f]r.]“l‘.:‘::
, en lately (as he was credibly informed) tr: i Seonch b i) s
who are at great variance about it, someyliki:g iL;, otail:zlit:f ]82:;:0 I"ll‘—lt::a-lLll b{; he Huganely,
p]easeq to know that, besides the aforesaid pampblet, entitled tl,le N::ked T rft? }?r Ay Jepan
]r.):;u s:(nlc;: %ubll\lISILegj’ %ntitled the Nuked Truth, but not written by the s'u:::e a:nl?:f b(éen lmhcl
se, (1.) the Na ruth, the second Pait, i tite ConoarRl R e
Feclesiastical Jurisdiction, e, Lond. ]673‘|I,Ji::l ]s;vg;‘:.ll il:-:‘n?:[m?h?&?cim?g t!}f Canons and
;t;:"(_)f the Nalg;ad Trul:hathe second Part, against thetrivial dbjections (?f? J:lgllFlul‘:\ V:ind.:ca-
ibelling pamphlet, called Leges dnglia, 8.c. i X e
AII-Sa}ms church in Colcheggt'er, ﬁ‘it si pen::;:;irw::i";lg: lj};lﬁlq@:“::# i!r;] lg(e“ll:ghm, iy ?{
ilfi%djtllm.dbn::hh. fellow of Gonvill and Caius college, soon after a Iieul:mant iarl:]tl:-:ll.{'.;r‘:, “tl;len, o
and, then a captain in major-gen. or gen. major Fl y i Fp—J
Smaah e e ) jor-gen gea. major eetwood’s regiment, when he was th
; gland from Carolus Gustavus, and afte ; i :
vived, with all the Ports, Harbours, &c. ther p, SOCEarwaNly ausor ofldanraes ye
The third Part of Nake:l Truth or som erenntpdelonging, Ko Lanc, I petase edih. (2.
¢ > e scrious Considerati " hi > 3 th
g G ot Send sy s s R, Lo, SO0 1
fol. There is no name to it, but a noted author,? wi i . ’ 2 e
w;]ttcn_by Dr Worsley, meaning Dr Benj. \Vorsl,ey,w \:E:ei‘; Ifi;;;)?:;:‘::o;s l:lm:k)s-ﬂ;‘th it
% hauctlon, 18th May, 1678. (3) The fourth Part of Naked Truth, or ttpe SE i by e
lhi:r;h tosome cif' Ii:er Sons for Breach of her Articles, &c. Lond 168; in 1(; sh (i]rl:utpila"ﬁ ull -
v as written 1 know not, only so far, that he was a .. . a6 7 e P
;':?::l;q:i ]in‘ lang. &Muﬁh about this time came out tﬁ% I%S?z?él:aﬁiligmﬁg‘fn?;“r:i};'m:ft tu'.ll e
! ed Truth, &c. Lond. 1682, in a thin fol. written by Hickeringhi e inantioad
'(l.lfm'asizl ml';llaiae 1 gl:yd adél,ﬁthe C&‘tllmlic Naked Truth, or llfell];;ﬁf;:‘sggghvﬁ‘tu[z Rjﬁg::o}wdl.
ity, printed 1676, qu. To which are the initial lel is, Hubort
commonly calied Besry, somed A : initial letlers of W. H, set, that is, Hubert
Iexving hiy solinion soo’ me of Cambridge, who took orders from the bishop of Ely, b .
! n after, he went beyond th i : . e
Afterwards rel:gmin joto Eogl yond the seas, and spent somctime among the Jusuits
Truth was ane. A g ioto England, wrote several books, of which the suid Catholic Naked
. About which time, being betrayed to Dr Compton, Bishop of London, by une

> Andr. Marvell, in Mr Smi being
i } I irke, &c. pu 7 i ’
3 renca Fulwood, archdcacon of o
+ Baxter, in his second true Detence of the mere Nonconformists, &c, Lond. 1681, qu. cap. 2. p. ii.
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Laurence, a servant to Will. Knott, a bookbinder of St James in Westminster, was for some-
time keqpt in custody, but no proof sppearing that he was a Rom. priest, he was set at liberty.
The said Laurence, by the way it must be noted, had left the protestant religion and turned
papist; but being afterwards recouciled to the English church again, he did do much mischief
to the papists in betraying them to the magistrutes. Soon after there was another pamphlet
published, entitled Naked Truth, or Truth manifesting itself in several Particulars for the Re-
moving of Hindrances, &c. given forth by way of Quesiion and Answer, prirted 1676, in oct.
There is no name set to the book, but upon my perusal of it, 1 find the author of it to be pos-
sesscd with quaking principles, and therefore it may really be called the Quaker’s Naked Truth.”

Woon's Athene, vol. ii, p. 866.

An Humble Petition to the Right Honourable the Lords and Commons assembled in
Parliament.

My Lords and noble Gentlemen, you have fully expressed your zeal to God and his
church in making laws for unity in faith, and uniformity in discipline: for, as our
Saviour said, ¢* A kingdom divided against itself cannot stand,” so tﬁe same may cer-
tainly be said of a church, the reason being the same for both: and I call the searcher
of all hearts, the God of life and death, to witness, that I would most readily, yea most
Jjovtully, sacrifice all I have in this world, my life and all, that all non-conformists were
reduced to our church. But it falls out most sadly that your laws have not the de-
sired effect, our church is more and more divided; such is the perverse nature of man,
niti in vetitum, obstinately to oppose authority, especially when they can pretend the
colour of religion and conscience: this carries so great an applause among the vulgar
(still envious at superiors) that it is, as it were, nuts to an ape, sweeter to them than
any other thing this world affords : for the enjoyment of this they will endure an
thing, imprisonment, loss of goods, yea sometime of life also. And this is it whic
mainly nourishes our divisions, gives great advantage o the growth of popery, and
threatens the total ruin of our church. Many, who were formerly very zealous for our
church, seeing these our sad divisions, and not seeing those of the Roman church, nor
their gross superstitions (which their priests conceal till they have got men fast) are
casily seduc’d by their pretended unity, and daily fall from us. This makes my heart
to bleed, and my soul with anguish ready to expire, rather than live to see that dismal
day of relapse into their manifold idolatries. herefore I humbled my soul before
God in fasting and prayer, begging daily the assistance of his boly spirit to direct me
to some healing salve for these our bleeding wounds: and therefore I have some
1cason to believe that what is contained in these following papers comes from the
great goodness of God, who never fails those who seek him in bumility and sincerity,
both which I am confident I have done; and this I am sure of, that no worldly designs
have moved me to this, but have often tempted me to give it over; 1 am also sure,
that there is nothing contained therein which is contrary to the known laws of the
land : in this only I confess I have transgressed, in putting it forth without licence;
and for this I beg of God and you, as Naaman did of Elisha; “1In this thing the Lord
and you pardon your servant ;” and I hope you will say unto me as Elisha did unto
Naaman, “ Go in peace ;” and I farther hope this shall not cast such a prejudice upon
it, as to make you cast it by, or read it with disgust. I do not expect you shonld
a?provc any thing vpon the account of my seeking God in this, but upon my reasons
alledged ; nor do I expect that upon my reasons you should approve all: yet I be-
seech you seriously consider all, and God of his infinite goodness direct you to that
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which may make for the unity of our church, by yielding to weak ones (if not wilful
ones also) as far as your reason and conscience will permit: sure you cannot so loath
all condescention, as not to loath more, and detest papal confusion, which certainly
comes on apace by our division ; and of two evils, both reason and religion require us
to chuse the less ; now doubtless you cannot think condescention (if evil at all, surc
not) so evil as papal idolatry, and that papistry is idolatry is so clearly proved by our
learned Dr Stillingfleet, as 1t were lost labour to say more of it.” Condescention may
seem in some respects imprudent, but whether in this conjuncture of affairs imprudent
I beseech you again consider well. The wisest men have changed their counsels and
resolves upon second thoughts, much more upon experience, and approaching evils
not at first discovered. It is a common thing With princes, when they find their main
enemies power encrcase much, to make peace with lesser enemies, on conditions never
before to be endured ; self-preservation being the prime principle in all creatures ra-
tional and irrational, springing from nature itself, it should in nature and reason over-
ballance any other comsideration; and whatever is done to this end, if not sinfully
done, must needs be wisely done. I most humbly beseech the all-wise God, and sole¢
giver of wisdom, to pour down his holy and wise spirit upon you. Amen.

To the Reader.

CurisTrAN reader, so I term you, hoping you have in some measure the spirit of
Christ, and desire it more, the spirit of meekness, humility, charity, not to censure my
errors, and inveigh against them, but to pity and eadeavour to rectify them, if you
find any ; and I assure you, in the word of a Christian, I shall be far more ready to re-
cant than to vent an error: 1f you be not thus christianly disposed, 1 earnestly be-
seech you read no further, for I am sure you will be displeased with it; and can you
think it wisdom to run yourself into displeasure? Enjoy your present quiet, and let
me rest.  But if you be so christianly disposed as I mentioned, then I as earnestly beg
of you to proceed, to discover my errors, and amend them. But perchance you will
ask who I am, why did I not tell you, by putting my name to this pamphlet 7 I will
ingenuously confess the cause. I am a meek man, of great passions, not able to bear
commendations or reproach ; my small ability puts me out oi danger of the first, but
in great fear of the latter. Why then was I so forward to publish my weakness? to
have it cured ; yet truly I have not been very forward, for 1t is now above two years
since I had these thoughts, in which time I have read and conferred all I could to dis-
cover if I were in an error ; but, for all I yet could meet with, do not find it so, but
hope all I say is truth, and that it may be useful to the publick in this present con-
Juncture of affairs. Therefore 1 proceed, and, in the next place, most humbly beseecl:
all that read this, to lay aside alfbias of interest or education; both are very great, 1
am sure I found it so very long before I could master them, and that of education most
difficult ; were it not so, there could not be that difference of opinion in Christian re-
ligion, all allowing the Bible for the rule of faith; the papists themselves do not reject
1t, but add to it the authority of the church. I verily believe there are thousands of
Papiats, Lutherans, Calvinists, both learned and religious, who would, lay down their
lives for the truth they profess, and yet are divided in opinion merely by education,
having in their youth so imprinted their own opinions in their mind, as you may sooner
Separate their body than their opinion from their soul. Nay, I have heard, that among
the Turks there are many wise and moderate persons, that are as zealous to maintain

*In 1671, Dr Stillingfieet published his * Discourse concerning the Idolatry practised in the Church of Rome,
#ud the Harard of Salvation in the Communion of it, in Answer to some Papers of & revolted Protestant.”
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their ridiculons Alcoran as we our Bible ; which cannot proceed from any thing but the-
strong bias of education, which so wheels about and intoxicates their brain. And, to.
say somewhat more particular of our own nation here, those that have been educa-
ted in that way, as to sit at the communion, and baptize their children without the
cross, had rather omit those sacraments than use kaeeling, or the cross; and those
that have been educated in kneeling and crossing, though they acknowledgc they are
meer ceremonies indiffereut, yet bad rather omit the sacraments than omit the cere-
monies, just as if a man had rather starve than eat bread baked in a pan, because he
hath used bread baked in an oven. So that religion in mauy is really but their humour ;
fancy passeth for reason, and custom is more prevalent than any argument. This is
the thing which makes me fear I shall theet with very few that will calmly and indif-
ferently consider what I write, but will presently startle at it as new and cross to their
genius, or to their interest, or their reputation, which they value above all ; I mean the
esteem and kindness of their best friends and acquaintance, whose taunts and reproach
they cannot bear ; but I humbly beseech them to pause a while, and lay it by till the
passion be over, till they have mastered all these difficulties. I beseech them to set
before their eyes the beauty, the honour, the stedfastness of truth, the comfort, the de-
light, the everlasting felicity of a clear and rectified conscience; then resume it, and
consider again, But they cry, Pish ! tis not worth it, ’tis a ridiculous toy, and savours
something of the sectarian: I grant there are some things among the sectarians I ap-
prove of ; I will not reject and condemn any truth uttered, nor any goood action per-
formed, though said and done by the devil. I consider the things, and, if good, em-
brace them, whoever utters them, though I detest his errors in other things; you will
saﬁr the same; then I beseech you do the same; consider what I say simply in itself,
whether the papists or anabaptists say the same it matters not; I hope you will not
reject Christ because they both profess him. But if, after all your serious, patient, una
biass'd consideration, you find it an erroneous, contemptible pamphlet, yet contemn not
the person that wrote it in the sincerity of his heart, lest you receive the same measure
again from Christ, who hath assured us, that shall be his rule, to mete unto us the like.
Christ died for the salvation of my poor soul as well as yours, contemn it not therefore,
but endeavour to rectify it ; if God hath given you more knowledge and wisdom than
me, ‘ Be not high-minded, but fear; and let him that stands take heed lest he fall.”
Thus I pray for you, do you the like for ine, and, however we differ in opinion, let us
accord 1n charity, and in Christ Jesus, the Redeemer of us all, Amen.,

Concerning Ariicles of Faith

TuaT which we commonly call the Apostles Creed, if it were net composed by them,
yet certainly by primitive and apostolick men, and proposed as the sum of Christian
faith, the sum total necessary to salvation ; it can’t be supposed they left out any-thing
which they thought necessary to salvalion, they might as well have omitted half, or
all: As one commandment broken. is the same in effect with all ; so one necessary prin-
ciple of faith denied cancels all, and shuts out from heaven. When I speak of believs
ing the Apostles Creed, I do not mean that we believe all there contained with a divine
faith because it is there contained, for we have no assurance that the apostles composed
that creed ; but we are sure all that is in that creed is evident in scripture to any couv
mon understanding; therefore we believe all with a divine faith. Bug I mention this
creed only, to shew that the primitive church received this as the sum total of faith
necessary to salvation ; why not now ? Is the state of salvation altered ? If it be com-
pleat, what needs any other article? Yon would have men imprave in faith, - so-would
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I, but rather intensive than extensive, to confirm it rather than enlarge it: one sound
grain of mustard-seed is better than a bushel of unsound chafty stuff. "Tis good to
know all gospel-truths, and to believe them, no doubt of that ; but the question is not
what is good, but what is necessary. I pray remember the treasurer to Candace, queen
of Lthiopia, whom Philip instructed in the gith ; his time of catechising was very short,
and soon proceeded to baptism. But Philip first required a confession of his faith, and
the eunucfn made it, and F beseech you observe it ; ‘I believe that Jesus Christ is the
son of God :” And straitway he was baptized. How? No more than this ? No more;
this little grain of faith being sound, believed with all his heart, purchased the king-
dom of heaven : had he believed the whole gospel with half his heart, it had been of
less value in the sight of God; ’tis not the quantity, but the quality of our faith God
requireth. But sure the eunuch was more fully instructed ; it may be you are sure of
it, but I could never yet meet with any assurance of it, nor any great probability of it ;
I am sure he saw Philip no more, and I am sure Philip required no more, but baptized
him on this, and had the eunuch departed this life in the same instant that Philip parted
rom him, I believe I have better assurance that this faith would have saved the eunuch
than any man hath that he ever was taught more : See 1 John, iv. 2. < Every spirit
that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is of God.” But the more the
better still I grant, though no more necessary. Hast thou more faith, have it to thy
self before God. * Happy is he who condemneth not himself in the thing which he
alloweth ;” happy is ke who is thankful to God for having received much, and despiseth
not him that hath received little: God dispenseth his gifts and graces according to his
free will and pleasure, nor doth he require more of any man than according to the pro-
portion he hath given, no more should we.

Nothing hath caused more mischief in the church, than the establishing new and
many articles of faith, and requiring all to assent unto them. I am willing to believe
that zealous men endeavoured this with pious intentions fo promote that which they
conceived iruth; but by imposing it on the dissenters, cansed furious wars, and lament-
able bloodshed among Christians, brother fighting against brother, and murthering each
other. Can there be any thing more irrational, than to endeavour to promote the truth
of thie gospel contrary to the laws of the gospel ? To break an evident commandment
to establish a doubtful truth? I say, doubtful to him on whom it is imposed, though
seeming clear to him that imposes it. If it were fully expiessed in scripture-words,
there would need no new expression, no new article; if it be not fully express'd in
scripture, but deduced from scripture-expressions, then what one man thinks clearly
deduced, another may think not so; I mean, not another ignorant and weak, but as
learned and as able. What more common than in divinity and philosophy schools ?
One cries, this is a clear demonstration ; another cries, no such matter, but flatly denies
it. Mens understandings are as various as their speech or their countenance, otherwise
it were @mpossible there should be so many understanding and»moderate, yea, and
conseientious men alse, Papists, Lutherans, Calvinists, all in such opposition one against
another, all believing scripture, yet so differing in the deductions from scripture. Truly
I think him wery defective in charity, however he abound in faith, who thinks all Pa-
pists, or Lutherans, or Calvinists maliciously or wilfully blind.

As for my part, I think nothing.can be more clearly deduced from scripture, nothing
more fully expressed in scriptupe, nothing more suitable to natural reason, than that
1o man should be forced to believe, for mo man can be forced to believe ; you may
force &, ‘man to say this or that, but not to believe it. First, as to reason : If you bring a
Man an evident demonstration, and he bath abrain to understand your demonstration,
he can’t buty assent to it. : If you bold a clear printed book, with a clear candle to a
mf?@mwmml able 0 nead, Y will certainly read ; but if the print be not clear,
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or the candle, or his sight not clear, or he not learned to read, can your force make him
read? Aud just so it is with our understanding, which is the eye of our soul, and 3
demonstration being as a candle to give light ; if then your demonstration.or deduc-
tion, or his understanding be not clear, or he not learned, you may with a club dash
out his brains, but never clear them. He then that believes the scripture, can’t but be-
lieve what you clearly demonstrate from scripture, if he hath clear brains ; if he hath
not, your force may puzzle and puddle his brains more by the passion of anger and
hatred, make him abhor you and your arguments, but never lovingly embrace you or
them : and thus you may hazard his soul by hatred, and your own soul also b{‘ pro-
voking him to it, but never save his soul by a true belief. But perchance you will con-
clude, he doth not believe the scripture, because he doth not believe your arguments
from scripture ; (a strange conclusion) but what then? Would you, can you force him
to believe the scripture ? Can you drive faith like a nail into his head or heart with a
bammer? Nay, tis not in a man’s own power to make himself believe any thing far-
ther than his reason shews him, much less divine things ; this is the peculiar work of
grace ; and if faith be the gift of God, your argument cannot give it, nor your ham-
mer force it ; arguments may be good inducements, and if right, will prevail with those
to believe whom God hath ordained to eternal life, but no other; preaching the word
is the means God himself hath appointed, but as for force, I.can’t find in the gospel
either commandment or countenance given for it. 1f the scripture command to speak
the truth in love, to instract our brother in the spirit of meekness, if we are to pray
and beseech him to receive the grace of God, can any thing be more contrary to scrip-
ture rule than force and violence ? To what purpose then is force, since it cannot make
him believe the gospel > And if he doth believe the gospel, he will, I am sure, he can;
not chuse, but believe what you clearly shew him is contained there, (supposing his
brain to be clear ;) and I am also sure, if he believe what is clearly contained, he need
not believe any thing else.. The scripture is our rule of faith compleat and full, the
scripture itself tells us so, John xx. 81. * These things are written that you might
believe, and believing ye might have life ;” and our Saviour tells us, * That in them
we have eternal life,” John v. 89., and the 2 Tim. iii. 15. St Paul tells us, “ The scrip-
tures are able to make us wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus ;
all scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect,
thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” And [ beseech all men further to consider
what is said, Deut. xii, 32. ““ Thou shalt notadd thereto, nor diminish fromit;” and like-
wise how they will avoid the curse in the last of the Revelations, if they add to the words
there written ; and surely ’tis the same crime to any other book of scripture. If it be
answered, They do not require us to believe it to be scripture, I reply, They require
men to believe it as scripture, with divine faith, which is as bad, they make their owi
words equal with Ged’s word ; or if they say they require not divine faith, then I am
sure it is no matter of salvation whether I believe it or no, human faith cannotssave.
Thus you see how impertinent, how irrational, how impious it is, to require a man ‘to
believe any thing more than is clearly contained in scripture ; and if it be clearly cdn-
tained there, he that believes scripture and sees it clearly contained there, can't but
believe it ; if be do not see it clearly contained there, you can't force either his sight
or his faith. Your force may make him blinder, but never see clearer, may make'him
an hypocrite, no true convert. -

- to \L'
Again, I desire all men soberly to consider. Are not the prime and most nede;lry
principles of faith, the Trinity, three pgrsons and one God, the incarnation of Jems
Christ, the same person to be God and man, the resurrection of the dead, that seishsH
rise with the same body, when one body may be eaten and converted inko bewéral
bodies, and such like ? Are they not things far above the highest reason and sharpest



Ecelesiastical Tracts. 875

understanding that ever had man? Yet we believe them, because God (who cannot
lye) hath ared them : Is it mot then a strange thing for any man to take upon him
to declare one tittle more of them than God hath declared, seeing we understand not
what is declared ? I mean, we have no comprehensive knowledge of the matter decla-
red, but only a believing knowledge, our faith, not our reason reaches it : the apostles
by the scriptures teach us this, not the schools by syllogisms. If then our reason un-
derstands not what is declared, how can we by resson make any deduction by way of
argument from that which we uuderstand not ? As, for example, some hold, that the
Holy Ghost proceeds from the Father and the Son; some, that he proceeds from the
Father by the Son. I pray, doth any man understand how the Holy Ghost proceeds
from the Father, from the Son, or by the Son? No, certainly ; how then can he affirm
or believe a tittle more of the Holy Ghost than the Holy Ghost hath declared? seeing,
as I said, he understands not all what is declared. Discourse must be of things intel-
ligible, though faith believes things not intelligible. Can any man prove, that rota on
and circulation are all one, who understands not what rotation or circulasion is ? The
like may be said of procession or mission of the Holy Ghost. The scripture plainly
tells, that the Holy Ghost proceeds from the Father, and that he is sent by the Father,
that he is also sent by the Son; but whether he proceeds from the Son, or by the Son,
the scripture is silent, apd I am therefore ignorant, having no knowledge at all of any
divine mysteries, but from the scriptures. 1 grant, that by rational deductions, and
human way of argumenting, ’tis probable that the Holy Ghost proceeds from the Son
as from the Father; but if in divine matters we once give way to human deductions,
a cunnimg sophister may soon lead a weak disputant into many errors. By human de-
ductions you may infer, that the Son is inferior to the Father, as begotten by him ; the
Holy Ghost inferior to both, being sent by both ; with us, the less is sent by the greater;
by human deduction, from three distinct persons you may prove three distinct sub-
stances ; I hope you will make no such inferences in the divine persons. Again, what
a business have the school-men made about these words of our Saviour, “ This is my
body ;" with their predicatum, and subjectum, and copula, and inviduum wvagum, in the
prenoun ¢A2s.  Innumerable are their intricate impertinencies in this matter, and in
therr conclusion ; the papists hold Christ to be present in the sacrament fransubstan-
tialiter ; the Lutherans, consubstantialiter ; the Calvinists, sacramentaliter ; and yet all
confess they understand none of these ways ; as St Paul saith, ¢ Desiring to be teach-
ers, they understand not what they say, neither whereof they affirm,” 1 Tim. i. 17. Had
the scripture affirmed any of these ways, we ought to have submitted our reason in
things above reason, though we understand them not, and ’tis reasonable so to do;
but to go about to prove by reason what is above reason, is wonderful ; and to dis-
course of what we understand not, is doubtless a spice of madness, and the conclusions
we draw from such discourses must needs be very dangerous, we following the ignem
Jfatuum, the uncertain light of human reason in divine matters, so totally beyond our
reach: wherefore, we have no other safe way to speak of divine matters but in scrip-
ture language, ipsissumis verbis, with the very same words, according to that, 2 Tim.
1. i3. “ Hold fast the form of sound words which thou hast heard of me in faith:”
Mark, ‘¢ Hold fast” not only the matter of faith, but *‘ the form of sound words,” these
are safe ; human words in divine and high mysteries are dangerous ; man can no more
set them forth in human words, than express the divine substance by human painting ;
us the sole work of the Holy Ghost, who is also divine. .

There hath not been a greater plague to Christian religion than school-divinity, where
men take upon them the libenty to propose ngw questions, make nice distinctions and
razh conclusions of divine matters, tossing them up and down with their tongues like
teanis balls ; and from hence proceed ‘all the dangerous beresies, and cruel bickerings
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about them, falling from words to biows. The first divinity-school we read of was
set up at Alexandria by Pantnus ; and from thence, soon after, sprung forth 2 damn-
able heresy of the Arrians, which over-run all Christendom, and was the cause of dcg.
truction to many millions of Christians, both body and soul. The heresies before this
were so gross and sensual, that none took them up but dissolute or frantick people, and
soon vanished : but after this school subtile way of arguing was brought into Christi-
anity, heresy grew more refined, angl so subtile, that tlg1e plain and pious fathers of the
church knew not how to lay hold of it and repress it, the school distinctions and eva-
sions quite baflled them ; and these sophisters, proud of their conquest, triumphed, and
carried away a specious appearance of truth as well as learning, (or rather cunning) in«
somuch, that many godly persons were also deluded and fell in unto them, and many
of their heresies continue unto this day. This great bane of the church took its rise
from hence; many of the primitive doctors and f'a@bers being converted from heathen-
ism, and having, by long and great industry, acquired much knowledge in natural phi-
losophy, antiquity, history, and subtile logick, or sophistry? were very unwilling to
abaudon quite these their long studied and dearly beloved sciences, (falsly so called,)
and therefore translated them into Christianity, applying their school terms, distinc-
tions, syllogisms, &c. to divine matters ; intending perchance, through indiscreet zeal,
to illustrate and imbellish Christian knowledge with such .artificial forms and figures,
but rather defaced and spoiled it ; Col. ii. 8. ¢ Beware lest arly man spoil you throth
philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world,
and not after Christ.” I humbly eonceive it had been far better for them and all Chris-
tendom, had they determined with St Paul, “ To know nothing but Christ and him
crucified,” and not to intermingle mans wisdom and excellency of speech with divine
knowledge and scripture doctrige, which is to be ta'ught. “ by thec!emonstration of the
spirit and power,” as is set forth, 1 Cor. ii. not with logical syllogisms and sophistical
enthymems ; for, as the wisdom of God was foolishness to the Greeks and Gentiles,
so the wisdom of the Greeks and Gentiles was foolishness to God, and destruction to
his ehurch ; who, by the foolishness of preaching, had overcome all their wisdom, and
captivated their understandings in obedience to the faith. But when the Christian
doctors left this plain and simple way of preaching, and fell to cunning disputing, in-
troducing new forms of speech, and nice expressions of their own coining, some ap-
proving, some opposing them, great discords, wars and confusions soon followed. Had
that most prudent and most pious Constantine, the first and best of Christian emperors ;
had hegpursued his own intentions to suppress all disputes, and all new questions of God
the Sun, both Homoousian and Homoiousion, and commanded all to acquiesce in the
very scripture expressions without afiy addition, I am confident the Arrian heresy had
soon expired ; but by continual disputation, the heat of passion was raised, and the
matter pursued with far more violence, which at length grew intd rancour and malice
irreconcilable : for some godly bishops (I humbly conceive more zealous than discreet)
would not rest satisfied unless the Arrians were forced either to subscribe to the new
word FHomoousian, or to quit their livings ; and this caused that great persecution against
the orthodox, where the Arrians prevailed ; whereas, by silence imposed on all partes,
the malice, rancour, persecution, war, all had been prevented, and *‘ the truth spoken
in love” wauld at length most probably have prevailed : For, was not -the gospel at
first planted this way ? Preaching, and praying men to receive it? by this way of
weakness it prevailed ; for ¢ the weak things of God are stronger than men.” 'But
when men will be wiser than God’s weakness, as a speedier and surer way to establish
the truth, God, to convince them of their folly, suffers that strong man, the ensmy of
the gospel (whom none but his almighty arm can bind and master) to come and ¥0W
his ;_args of division, which soon over-run the good seed of the church, and being.all to
confusion. £ R
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But*what then? would I have all heretical opinions broached and spread ahroad
without any controul ? Are not princes and magistrates to be nursing fathers unto the
church ? Must they not add the power of the sword to that of the word? “ Not hold
the sword in vain, but for the punishment of evil doers?” &c. All this I grant, and
desire as much as any man, that both prince and pastor would hold fast * the faith
once delivered to the saints,” fully declared and contained in scripture ; let them suf-
fer no new doctrine to be set on foot, certainly superfluous, (the scripture being all-
sufficient) and probably dangerous, as being of man, and not of God, vyho, havin
given us a compleat rule ‘of faith and life, by his prophets, apostles, and his only Son,
we have no reason to believe any new doctrine proceeds from him; therefore St Paul
is very bold, and crieth out, * If an angel from heaven preach unto you any othér
gospe{ than is already preached, let him be accursed.” The magistrate then is to
countcnance and protect the pastor preaching the gospel of Christ, to silence, oppose,
punish all that preach any thing contrary, or not clearly contained in the gospel. Here-
sies never at first appear in their own natural shape, but disguised with specious pre-
tences drawn from some obscure places of scripture, capable of various interpretations;
and thus having gotten footing, by degrees they lay aside their disguises, and march
on Lare-faced. erefore, both pastor and magistrate ought to be very watchful, and
oppose all beginnings ever so specinus, as dangerous, or at least superfluous, as | said.
Let the pastors at first endeavour, by_ plain and sound doctrine, to stop the mouths of
gainsayers ; but if these turbulent spirits will not be stopt, neither by admonitions nor
entreaties, then let the pastors proceed to the power of the keys; which, were it used
with that gravity and severity as it was in the primitive times, would have great ef-
fect ; that 1s, were it used in a solemn assembly, by the reverend bishop and his clergy,
(not by lay-chancellors and their surrogates,) and the person excommunicated and shut
out of the church, was likewise excluded from all canversation and commerce, every
one shunning his company as a person infected with the plague, (so it was of old, and
so it ought to be now, and so it would be now, if men made any conscience of their
ways, ) this I am confident would reduce many a one: But, if after this any persevere
in vheir perverseness, then the magistrate may doubtless, by his power used with Chris-
tian moderation, endeavour to stop the spreading of the contagion, and do what in wis-
dom he thinks meet, to preserve the purity and peace of church and state, urging
against them that scripture, *“ Hast thou faith, have it to thyself before God,” Rom.
xiv. 2. Or that, ¢ Give none offence, neither to the Jew nor to the Gentile, nor to
the church of God,” 1 Cor. x. 32. Or that, Gal. v. 12. “ I would they wef® even
cut off that trouble you.” St Paul was not here ia jest, but in great earnest, as appears
by his continued fervency all along this epistle ; and doubtless he means not here a
cutting off from the church by way of excommunication, for that was in his power to
do; why then should he wish it ? Nay, they had cut themselves off from the church
before ; certainly then he means a cutting off by the civil power, which then was hea-
then, and therefore St Paul would not have it made use of by Christians ; for he would
not allow them to appeal to unbelieving magistrates, no not in civil things, 1 Cor vi.
much less in spiritual things. Wherefore, when St Paul wishes they were cut off, he
wishes there were a fitting power, tbat is, a Christian magistrate, to punish or banish
those that trouble the church of Christ with doctrines apparently contrary to the clear
text, and such-as are destructive to’' Christianity : 1 dare go no farther. But as for those
who keep their erroncous opimions to themselves, who neither publish nor practise any
thlng_.to the ‘disturbance of the church and state, but only refuse to conform to the
churches established doctrine or discipline, pardon me if I say, that really I cannot find
any warraat, or so much as any hint from the gospel, to use any force to compell them ;
and from reason sure, there is no motive to use force ; because, (as 1 shewed before)
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force can’t make a wman believe your'aoctrine, but only, as an hypocrite; profels what
he belieyes not. . . LA
I know full well there is a common objection against this, taken from Bt Austin, who
wag long of my opinion, but scems to be altered on this occasion. Some heretioks,
Donatists, came to him in his latter days, and gave thanks, that the civil power wis
made use of to restrain them ; confessing, that was the means which brought them to
consider more calmly their own foriner extravagaut opinions, and so bronght them
home to the true church. This objection is easily answered. Fust, the Donatists ame
well known to have been a sect, not only erroneous in judgment; but very-turbulent
in behaviour, always in seditious practices ; and, in that case, I shewed before how the
cigil magistrate may proceed to punishment » but our case is not in repressing seditipus
practices, but enforcing a confession of faith quite of another nature. Then, secondly,
to answer more particularly this story, I suppose there is no man.such a stranger to
the world, as to be ignorant that there are hypocrites in it ; gand such (for ought we
know) these seeming converted Donatists might be, who, for love of this world more
than for love of the truth, forsook their heretical profedgion, though not their opinion ;
who, conscious to themselves of their own dissimulation, and desirous to get favour
with St Austin, a person of great veneration and authority withal, related unto him
this specious story, which St Austin’s great charity wad apt to believe, as St Paul
saith, “‘believeth all things ;” and from hence concludeth, that it might be lawful to use
the power of the civil sword to reduce heretics to the church. But unless it can be
evinced that these Donatists hearts were chnnglgd as well as their profession, (a thing
impassible to prove) all this proves nothing. Thirdly,. put the case, their hearts were
really changecr as to matter of belief, ’tis evident their hearts were very worldly still,
grovelling on the earth, not ene step nearer Heaven ; our Saviour saith, “ An evil
tree can’t bring forth good fruit,” and sure their heart was evil, which wag far mors
moved for the quiet enjoyment of this world’s good, than for the blessed enjoyment
of Christ. Fourthly, though we farther grant, that the pruning of the magistrates
sword did really correct the viciousness of the tree, and made it bring forth some.
fruit, yet shall ‘‘we do evil, that good may come of it? God forbid,” saith St Paul.
Put the case, Malchus had been converted by St Peter’s cutting off his ear, this would
not have excused St Peter’s act, which our Saviour so sharply reproved and threatned
with perishing by the sword, and gave him the reason why he ought not to use the
sword in his cause ; *“ Thinkest thou that I cannot pray unto my Father, and he wil
presensly Five me more than twelve legions of angels ?” Canst thou do any thing.more
prejudicial to the honour of my Godghead, than to think I waant the help of man to
defend me? And according to this may our Saviour say, Thinkest thou that I can-
not pray unto my Father, and he shall give me more than twelve millions of souls to
worship my name? Or canst thou do any thing to eclipse more the power and glory
of the gospel, which I have ordained to be set up by weakness and foolishness of
preaching, and thereby to subdue both the wisdom of the Greeks, and the power of
the Gentiles: As 1 my self have conquered all enemies by preaching and suffering,'so
must my disciples tread in my steps. And just so we find that the gospel was most
miraculously advanced over all the world by preaching and suffering for it, not by
compelling others to it. ’Tis evident that upon preaching of the ], as many as
were not prdained by God to eternal life,. can never be brought thither by the ardis
nance or power of man; wherefore, when the ministers have preached. and prayed;
they have performed all they can do, the rest must be left to the justice of mergy of
God, “ who hath mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he-hisdens
eth;” so that the sharpest sword in this world shall not enger their hard besmt inere
than an adamant, ' ‘
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All #his I say in reference to compelling men 5 believe or conform, still reserving
to the magistrate power, according to sg:ripture,“‘ To punish evil doers,” not evil be-
lievers, not who think, but da publish or do practisé something to subvert the funda-
mentals of religion, or disturb the peace of the state, or injure their neighbour. God,
the only searcher of hearts, reserves unto himself the penishment of evil thoughts, of
evil beltef; which man can never have a right cognizance of, for the greatest professor
may be the greatest atheist. But the magistrate shall conceive he hath sufficient war-
rant to punish also evil belicvers, and shall proceed to execution, or on that pretence
shall punish true believers ; the scripture is most clear, that the subject,is bound to
submit an*d Jrear it with all Christian patience, to the loss of goods, liberty, or life, not
only patiently to bear it, but rejoice in itg and I am sure if Ee hath any true religio#
am:?r right understanding in him, he will rejoice on his own behalf, because his “ re-
ward is exceeding great :” Therefore whoever, under pretence of religion, raises any
tumult, or takes up armgagainst the magistrate to preserve himself from persecution,
absolutely declares himself either a stark fool or a stark atheist; eithér he’ believes
there-is no such reward, or issinad to reject the opportunity of gaining it; and so at
the best is fit for Bedlam, at the worst for the gallows ; now let him choose.

An Appendix to the former Subjects.

Before T leave this matter of imposing new articles of faith, T desire to speak 4 word
or two-concersing the authonty of councils and fathers in relation to it.

When the superstitions and abuses of the popish church, especially in the matters
of indulgences, grew very gross, as not longer to be éndured, Luther, Melancthon,
Oecolompgdius, Bucer, and divers others opposed them ; and coming to dispute with
their adversaries about these things, the popish doctors having no scripture for their
errors, quoted several fathers and councils, to give countenance unto them. The evan-
gelical doctors (so called, because they chiefly urged Evangelium, the Gospel, for the
defence of their doctrine) were most of them bred up from their infancy in the popish
church,.and therein taught even to adore all councils and fathers, and (education be-
ing of great force to command and awe both the wills and judgments of men) made
them very shy and timorous to reject that authority which they had long revérenced ;
in modesty, therefore, some of the evangelical doctors were content to admit the
authority of fathers and councils for three or four ot the first centugies; sorf ad-
mitted five or six, whereby they were reduced s@metimes to great streights in their
disputations ; for though neither all nor half the popish errois can be tound in the
councils and fathers of thede centuries, yet some of them were crept very early into
the church. -This superstition of the cross and chrysm were in use in the second cen-
tury ¢ the mil&enary error got footing about that time’; the necessfty of infants receiv-
ing the blessed sacrament of the' Lord’s Supper came in soon after.  About the fourth
ceatury there weére some touches in oratory sermons, by way of rhetorical ejaculations,
like prayimg to sxints, buk leng after ‘eame to be formally used, as now in churches;
and so superstitions edme in some at one time and some at another. The Papists them-
selves do' not ive all these-errors; but reject some, as that of the Millenaries, and
the neoessiey bF Infanits’ recéiving Lord's Supper.- Now 1 ask, fifst the Papists,
by what Hey> retain’ some o things and réect others ? Secondly, I ask the
E"““Sﬁhf‘by ‘tute ‘they submit to the authority of spme centuries, and refuse
Others?. BothMwitt-nwswer it becansti they believe sorite to be erroneous, some to be
orthedos. i Wikereby'tie cliditty that ndther submit-to the fathers authority, as com-
ménding W‘I‘Edwnh, but ‘receive théir opinions as agreeing wit their judgments;
this 18 Eddently trve, wlearly, dnd' fational, and fully agrees with the rules given by
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some of the fathers, as St Cyprian and St Austin, two as generally and as des#rvedly
reverenced as any in the Christian church. St Cyprian tells us, that the.very Preepa

situs (which we call bishop) is 10 Be gﬁs.ided by" his own reason and conscience, and.is
responsible only to God for his doctrine, St Austin tells us, that he submits to no
doctor of the church ever so learned, ever se holy, any further than he. proves his doc-
trine by scripture or reason, and desires none should do other\_vise by l;.llm. Tlns. T
plaip and rational dealing ; had the evangelical doctoss taken this course in the begin-
ning, they had saved themselves from many intricate troubles which their in-bred
over-reverence to antiquity entangled them in: But sure they needed not have been
so scrupulou$ in this matter, seeing there is scarce any one father whose authority the
Fapists themselves do not in some particulag, or other reject ; though, athé whiles,
when he speaks for them, they cry 1t up to that height as if it were a matter of dam-
nation not to submit unto it. I say not this, as if I would have antiquity whelly re-
jected, by no mcans, but to consult the fathers with great reggrd as-expositors of scrip-
tures, and attentively observe what they shew us from thence. Iam not of those who
admire the great knowledge, in divine matters, revealedin this latter age of the world ;
1 do not think there are any now so likely to discover the truth of the gospel mys-
teties as those of ancient days. As for that saying,  a pigmy set on a giant’s shoul-
der may see more than the giant,” pardon me if I call it a shallow and silly fancy, no-
thing to our purpose; for our question is not of seeing more, but of the clear discern-
ing and judging those t..ngs we all see, but are in doubt what they mean., If a pig-
my and a giant sce a beast at a mile’s distance, and are in dispute whether i?bc a horse
or an ox, the pigmy set on the giant's shoulder is neyvgr the nearer discerning what it
15, which depends on the sharpness of sight, not the height of his shoulders. Now
that the ancient and holy fathers of the church wefe more spiritual, and consequently
sharper sighted in spiritual things than we carnal creatures of this latter agg, is evi-
dent by their spiritual holy lives. ¢‘The natural man receiveth not the things of the
spirit of God, neither can he know them because they are spiritually discerned,” 1 Cor.
il. 14. And how natural, how carnal, how purblind we are, is too teo visible. Besidegg
a purblind man near the obpect will discern it better than a much, sharper sight at
greater distance as we are ; for if you ask those lofty conceited pigmies why they give
more credit to the fathers of the second and third century, than to those of the sixth
or seventh ? they answer, because those that lived nearer the days of Christ and his
apostles are likelier to know their minds better than those of remoter and corrupted
ages ; ghe reason is good, but mightily confounds those who live at the.very foot of
the hill in the Valley of darkness andwall iniqaity, and therefore not likely to discern
the truth of the doctrine of Christ, preach’d on the top of Mount Sion, as those who
live in higher ascents. Wherefore I shall always hearken- with due reverence unto
what those primitive holy fathers deliver, and the more holy and more ancient, doubt.
less more to be rcgarded. And yet seeing that Irenmus, agd befare 'him Papius,

held to be a discirle of St John the apostle, taught the error of the Millenaries, re-
Jjected now by all the church, why might not others do so as well as they ¢ And there-
fore there can be no certainty of their doctrine farther than they shew us clearly from
scripture, which ought to be our rule of faith, as I shewed before. But in any point
of weligion, either of faith or discipline, if, after giligent and humble search of sefip-
ture, the matter be doubtfull, then certainly I wﬁulg so much reverénce antiguity as
to enbrace what I found approveg of by the gredter number of ancient fathers; and
what I found geperally ai)proved by them, though my,own judémcnt did much in-.
cline to the contrary, yet I would receive it, unless it appeared to me flatly opposite
to scripture, which we believe to be the wordwof God ; thep it were gamnation ip me
to forsake that,'and hearken to the words of the fathers on earth, or angels coming:
from Heaven, till they could make me understand their word agreed with God's w'w.‘
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’
T mustibe saved by faith in God and«Christ, .and not by faith in men or angels: And
now I shall-be bold to make this assertion, that the man who seads scripture humbly
and attentively, fasts and prays to God eamest]y, ‘consults his pastors and teachers
carefully and modestly, and yet after’all contindes in some error by blind 1gnorance
and mistake of scriptare (if such a thing was, or ever #ill be suffered by the infinite
goodness of God) that man shall sooner be saved than he who receives a true opinion
from the guthovity of men; which he soberly conceives to be contrary to scripture;
for 'tis all one“to him, as if it were really so; allthings are unclean to him that be-
lieves them unclean, so all things are damnable to him that believes them damnable,
as he-must who believes them flatly -contrary to scripture. Let no man count me a
libertine th faith, because T would neithewcompell nor be compelled to submit to thg:
doctrines of men. I trust it God, no man shall out-go me in zealous * contending
for the faith once delivered to the saints,” once for all, never to receive any new doc-
trine, any’other gospel tiygn that preached by Chiist and his apostles, herein I am no
libertine ; by God's gracious assistance, neither men nor angels shall make me recede.
from one tittle of this, nor to emibrace with divine faith one tittie more than this ; for,
doubtless, it is far greater idolatry to believe in man than to sacrifice.to man, more to
give him my heart than my hand. And yet, notwithstanding all this, no mau is for-
warder” than myself to receive from others human doctrine as human ; that is, 1 believe-
it i8 not only possible but probable also, that another may have more natural under-
standing, pore a('(glired learning, than myself, and so may find out that in sciipture, -
or from scripture, Br by reason, which I cannot do myself; but yet I can have no
possible assurance that the doctripe he delivers to me is absolutely true, because I have.
assurance that 'tis possible for him to err, and then I can have no assurance but that
he may err in that very doctrine he now delivers me. There is no man I ever heard
or read ofy, to whom I could more readily submit to than St Austin, a person of won-
derfull sharpness in understanding, and yet of great modesty, no way affecting to take
new opinions, much less to impose them on others. Now, I pray, consider how ean.
we have assurance of any doctrine he delivers more than another. 1 gean assurance
from his own authoiity or reason; what he delivers from sgripture authority is another
matter ;.we believe St Austin erred in some things whereof he was most confident ; he.
believed it ahsolutely necessary for children to receive the sacrament of the Lord’s Sup-
per, as I enid ; he believed it a direct heresy to hold there weic any Antipodes: Lac-.
tantius, - another great wit and great schelar, believed the like, with divers others..
Who then cam doubt that they might be mistaken in other things also ? Whaefore -
let God be true, ané all men liars,<in this sensemto deliver lies mater?ally; tiat is,
falsities for traths.

What I have said of*fathers, must cértainly held gobdd of councils also, though ever-
so géneral, ever so primitive ; for this and that father may and have erred ; surely,
then, that and that may, also err I can have no assuraace in men, nor can I be saved
by faith in-men. The general objection made against this is, the promise which Christ.
made unto his chureh, “ That the gates of hell should not prevail against it, aund that
he would be with the aposties unto jhe -world’s end.” . As for that other saying of our
Saviour, “ He that will not hear the charch, let hith be to theeas a heathen and a pub-
1'9“," I can’t but wonder thag men of any brains or modesty should so grossly abuse
this syyimg, spokbn of sevéral differdfices between man and man, to be referred to the
termination of the church 5 that is, congregationpof the faithful, which they usu-
a")'. and by arder should ble in; and refer this to-the church in general matters.
of faith; rigtiia the least pointed at there. Wherefore I pass this over as very imper-.
Unent, and:proceed o ansger the formde objection- of more weight, yet no way con-
ciudmgwsw have it ;1 Neumad in the Ghristian world can more firmly believe.
thag I doy: 4+ the gatessof hellishall not prevail dgainss it, and. that Christ willbe
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with his church unto the end of the World ;” but I do not believe, nor am I baund by
scripture to believe, such expositions as the popish church makes of this place. By
what authority doth the Romish chufch challenge to themselves to be expositors of
scriptures more than other churches? I find nothing for it in scripture, w ich is my
rule of faith. [ proceed then to the business of general councils. Whether they may
err in some points of faith, and why not? All the evangelical doctors grant the later
general councils have erred; if so, why not the former ? What promise had the for-
mer from Christ more than the latter? What period is therc set in scripture for their
not erring, or what promise is there at all for any not to err? *‘ The gates of hell shall
not prevail against the church,” I grant, what’s this to a general council? Not !;he
thousandth part of the clergy, not the thousand thousandth part of the church, which
in scripture is always put for the whole body of the faithful, though of late it be trans-
lated into quite another notion, and taken for the clergy only. But you will say a
general council is the representative of the whole church: ‘Yhat then ? Whag promise
is made in scripture that the representative shall not err? You further urge, if the re-
presentative err, 'tis probable the whole church will.receive their error. T answer,
we are now treating of matter of faith, which must not depend on human probabilities,
but divine certainties ; besides, ’tis not so probable the church will receive the error
of the representative. We know the whole church bhath not received a truth®deter-
mined by them, much less an error. And, I pray, have not councils been against
councils ? Put then the case, a general council should err in some matters, you can't
therefore say the whole church hath erred ; the gates of hell hath pfevailed against the
church. I pray consider, can you truly say, the Great Turk hath prevailed against
the Christian army, because he hath killed the thousandth part of it ? And yet the
greatest general council holds a less proportion to the whole cburch. But I will grant
yet more : Put the case, the whole church should deviate into some erroneous super-
stitions, had the devil therefore prevailed against it? Can I say, I have prevailed
against another man because I gave him some slight hurt in his leg or thigh ? As long
as his head, his heart, his arm are whole, he is still able to fight and wound me as
bad or worsc ; till the devil can so wound the whole body of the church as to de-
stroy the vitals, the fundamentals, and make it no church, the gates of hell can’t be
said to have prevail’d against it. Now, God be blessed, there have continued all
along several churches, as great or greater than the Romish church, which have still
maintained, in defiance of Satan, “One God the Falher, of whom are all things, and one
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things,” and several other sound doctsines of Chris-
tianity ; how then hath Satan prevailed, when so many millions have waged war against
him, and upheld the kingdom of God and his Christ ? The scripture plainly tells us,
that in the days of Anti-Christ’s great power, the church should be driven into the
wilderness, scarce visible in the world ; neither pope nor devil hath yet so prevailed, but
as then Christ shall have, so Christ hath still had a, church warring against Sataa.
Sure no learned Papisi will deny, but that about the second century the Millenaries
were far the greater part of the church, scarce any writing doctor in those days hut
had this error, Did Satan then prevail? And in St Austin’s days the necessity of .in-
fants receiving the Lord’s Supper was so general,” and held so necessary a principle,
that it was made use of to prove the necessity of infmﬁ;aptism, this sacrament bejng
to precede the other : In those days a lanthorn weuld have been necessary to find out
a church without this error. Did Satan then prevail ? But say your, no general coumcik
determined those errors; why ? Because none was called about them; had any been
called, who can doubt but that they would have avowed that in the eouncil which
they all taught in their churches? No, the spirit of God would have ‘preseryed them
from it: Shew me that promise in scripture ; if God's spitit did not

g
from teaching the whole church so, I fear the spirit would not have preserved them.
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more in council than in congregation, where a]]' sucking in this. error from their ine
fancy, would hardly have quitted it by a determination of council. I humbly crave

ardon for this bold presumption, being led into it by the bold assertion of the

apists, telling us without warrant how God will preserve thgu‘ councils from error, as
if they had been of his privy council. We are not to search into God's secret coun-
sels for what he will permit, or why he permits this or that. I search only into his
declared promises, and with all the search I can possibly make, I can’t find any such

romise 1o general councils as not to err: no, only that the gates of hell shall not pre-
vail against his church to destroy it, which he hath hitherto made good, and 1 am
sure will to the end of the world ; but beyond his promise I am not sure of any thing,
though it seems ever so rational. God will not endure to be fettered with sophistical
sophtsms and human consequences ; and t!lereiore I am afraid to wander-from his
wise and holy word, and trust to the doctrine of men seeming ever so wise, ever so
holy ; I reverence their persons, but can't belicve in their doetrine. I am taught to
believe only in God, not in the church, much less 1n any member, or congregation,
or council ; but to believe the holy catholick church, that is, that God hath had, now
hatb, and will have to the world’s end, a select company of faithful ones, confessing
and serving him ; to whom be honour and glory for ever. Amen,

Concerning Ceremonies and Church Service,

First, as to ceremonies. I wonder men of any tolerable discretion should be so
eager either for or against them, our salvation no way depending on them, but much
hazarded by our contention about them, breaking peace, the principal thing recom-
mended to us by the gospel of peace : sure both are yery sinful. Formy part, I think
all subjects are bound in conscience to conform to the established ceremonies of that
church whereof they are members, unless there be any thing flatly against the
word of God: For to disobey our superiors is directly against the word of God: }
Pet. ii. 18. ¢ Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake.” And
therefore he that doth not submit, had need have as clear an evidence out of scripture,
that the thing he rejects is directly contrary to the word of God, otherwise he
breaks an evident commandment to satisfy himself in a doubtful thing, which with-
oat doubt is damnable. St Paul requires one brother to yield unto another in things
mdifferent, much more children to parents, sub[jec!a to governors. But no man
that knows this world can expect all children, all subjects will be dutiful and obed-
ient; and therefore as children are to obey their parents, so parents ought not to
provuke their children to disobedience, by imposing unnecessary things and very
offensive : Yet if they do impose such things, the children are bound to obey, unless
the things imposed be offensive,to God also, then they are acquitted, not otherwise.
But still parents must remember they are to give account to God for their commands,
as children are for their obedience: and, setting this aside, nature alone should prompt
parents to seek the love of their children, especially spiritual parents, styled the minis-
ters of God, who is love: should - not they desire rather to lead the people into the
house of God by love, than hip them in by fear, to have their cl.urches full rather
than empty ; to put onsuch a habit #s would invite them in, and not such as will fright
them out.” ' What wise and lovieg father would put on a winding-sheet on his head
to fright his weak and simple chitd ? 1 say this to the chief rulers of the church, not to
mferiog, mitdsters, who mwst bbserve the constitutions of the chief, and the chief sught
to co the disposition of imferiors, what will be most edifying for. them. As the
aposties §u the aing of Cheistianity continued the observiag not eating of blood,
and things stra » %o cogaply with the Jews, so the surplice, with other things,
Was wisely and piously retained by the reformers from popery, when, probably, many
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long nourished up in those ceremonics would not have come into the church, had all
these been cast out; but now to be zealous for them, when the people are so passion-
ate against them, savours more of passion likewise in governours than religion; as if
they had rather shew their authority than their charity. It they answer, that many
of their {lock are as zealous for these things as others against them, and they had
rather gratify the obedient conformers, than the most disobedient gn.insayez'sz I re-
ply. First, This is no obedience to con_form to such ordinances of their superiors as
they bave a passion for; the superiofs in this' conform rather to them than the;_r te
their superiors: try their obedience, if they will submit io the taking of these things
away, and then you may have more reason to gratify them; yet you know you are
rather to bear with the infirmitics of the weak, than please the strong. Love your
friends most, value the obedient most; but love your enemies also, endeavour to gain
the disobedient also : the first are your dutiful sons, abide always with you, all that
you have is theirs; but yet when the prodigal, the stray returns, rejoyce and kill the
fatted calf: yea, il he will not return, leave the ninety and nine, and go seek that one
that is lost. But you have no hopes of gaining him, you believe ’tis not conscienoe
but faction, and wilful perverseness keeps him off; oh do not despair, believe better of
him ; charity hopeth all things, believeth all things. But you know it is so with him;
then pity him the more going headlong into hell, yield the more to save his soul from
hell, overcome cvil with good, fetter him, bind him fast with chains of love; what is
stronger than love? it will overcome schism, faction, sedition, any thing; it will over-
come God himself, and even force God to with-hold him by his merciful and powerful
hand ; and thus, converting this perverse ¢ sinner from the error of his way, you will
save his soul alive, and cover the multitude of your sins;” a blessed and joyful work,
whereat the angels of heaven will rejoice and sing Alleluja, amen. Oh my fathers !
my fathers ! that should preach and practise the gospel of peace and love to your
children, vouchsafe at my humble request to read Rom. xiv. See what great liberty
that great grandfather of the church allows his childien, and observe in the general
how he became all things to all men to save some; and will not you in some things
comply to gain allr will you restrain the liberty of the gospel to the rigidity of your
discipline to lose some, to lose many, and perchance in the end to lose all, yourselves
and all. Be pious, be charitable, be prudent, build your church on a rock that will
endure storms, and not on the sand of ceremonies, that will botl raise storms, and pro-
bably overturn your church e're long. But you will say, if you yield to some dissen-
ters in this, you may as well yicld to others m that, and so by degrces abolish all your
ceremonies: 1 bescech you, is not the body more than rayment, substance more than
ccremony, will not you quit the latter to preserve the former? but you will preserve
both, God graat you loose not both. But you will say, this is the way to loose both,
first take away ceremonies, thereby you loose your friends, and then lie exposed to
your enemies to spoil your goods. If your goods be the substance of your religion,
and you preserve your ceremonies to preserve these, then really my fear of your loosing
all is encreased ; this is a very sandy and dirty foundation, can’t hold out against
storms ; but if faith, hope and charity be the substance of your religion, (as I hope it
18) these stood firm and encreased in the primitive times, in the greatest storms, when
the whole world of Jews and Gentiles were enemies toghe church, and not one of your
ceremonies in the church to preserve it: the simple naked truth without any surplice
to cover it, without any ecclesiastical policy to maintain it, overcame all, and so would
«do now, did we trust to that and the defender of . Perchance I appear a great éne-
my to the surplice, so often naming that; I confess I am ; would yoy know why?- Not
that I dislike, but, in my own judgement, much approve a pure white on the
minister’s shoulders, to put him in mind that purity becomes a minister of the gospels
but such dirty nasty surplies as most-of them wear, agd especially: the singers in
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chthedrdls (where they should be most decent) is rather an imitation of their dirty lives,
and have given my stomach such a surfeit of them, as I bave almost an averseness to
ali: and 1 am confident, had not this decent habit been so undecently abused, it had
never been so generally loatbed.

I will name another ceremony which gives great offence, with greater reason, the
bowing towards the altar, which, in my judgement, I allow and practise m some
measure, when I come into such congregations as gencrally use it, avoiding still to
give offence to any as far as [ may, with a safe conscience. I aflirm, 'tis a very fitting
thing to shew reverence in the house of (vod, and to shew it by bowing as well as any
other means, and to bow that way as well as any other way, and in bowing, if the con-
eregation did it to the south or the west, I should as readily conform to that. But
you will say the primitive Christians, as we read, did generally bow towards the east
(the primitive Christians did so, I grant, but not the prime primitive) what then? Is
this any obligation on us now? the primitive did also use chrysm, or consccrated oyl,
yet we retain it not ; it grew into an abuse, therefore left off, so hath this bowing to-
wards the altar by the papists, supposing Christ corporally present there: and.truly
many of our church-men give great suspicion to the people, that they also believe some
such thing, otherwise pray answer me, when a minister at his entring into the church
hath bowed to shew his re®rence in the house of God, and when he ascends up to
the altar bows again, to shew some particular reverence in that place where that blessed
sacrament 1s consecrated, (let this pass for good also, though something may be said
against it) vet I pray tell me, why the reader, passing from one side of the church to
the other, and the minister passing from one end of the altar to the other, bows again?
surely in reverence to the King ot kings he supposes there sitting, who can imagine
any other cause of his homage ? and yet I verily believe this 1s not the cause, but
merely for a causeless custom taken up one from another (the common beginning of
all superstitions) having no reason for it, but much against it, giving thereby great
scandal to weak ones, and ground of slander to malicious ones, who lay hold on any
occasions to accuse them of papistry; for certainly ’tis done with little or no reason,
or with a great deal of superstition.

Now as to that grand debated ceremony of kneeling at the Lord’s Supper, I think
tliere is no reason to condemn those that use it, nor much reason to press it on those
that disuse it. Why* are we not to perform this great act of devotion with all pos-
sible reverence ? I grant it, but is this to be express'd altogetherin the cutward pos-
ture of the body? if so, then your opposers thus retort it upon you: if outward hu-
mility be the tling you contend for, you ought to shew it to your God in the humblest
way, and that is by prostrating rather than kneeling ; but if inward humility, sure that
consists chiefly in obedience to what Christ commanded, and to do it*as he practised
I, who can doubt but this is the most perfect obedience? and you know when our
Saviour instituted this blessed sacrament, he gave this comimand in the close, “ Do
this in remembrance of me;” and sure he remembers our Saviour best who doth every
thing as he did, both in substance and cercmony, and so we find the primitive Chris-
tians did, observing also to receive it at supper, as our Saviour did; but when this
grew into a sinful abuse, the ceremony was altered to preserve the substance in more
purity . so was kneeling abused by the papists and turned into superstition, why not
therefore changed in like manner¢ But you kneel without any superstition, you do
not adore the elements on the tabie, as the papists do, but Christ in Heaven. And
so this man receives sitting and at supper witﬁout any irreverence, he doth it so mere-
ly in eace to Christ's command, both in ceremony and substance, ““ Do this in
remembrance of me.” But youdo not conceive Christ’'s command extended to the cere-
Mmonies, but only-tg the substance, and the church hath expressly commanded kneel-
ing as the more reverend posture, :therefore you ought to obey, I think so too: but
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long nourished up in those ceremonies would not have come into the church, had all
these been cast out; but now to be zealous for them, when the people are so passion-
ate against them, savours more of passion likewise in governours than religion; as if
they had rather shew their authority than their charity. If they answer, that many
of their flock are as zealous for these things as others against them, and they had
rather grutify the obedient conformers, than the most disobedient gainsayers, I re-
ply. First, 'This is no obedience to con‘form_to such ordinances of their superiors as
they have a passion for; the superiors in thrs. conform rather to .them ‘than tlley te
their superiors: try their obedience, if they will submit to the taking of these things
away, and then you may have more reason to gratify them; yet you know you are
rather to bear with the infirmities of the weak, than please the strong. Love your
friends most, value the obedient most; but love your enemies also, endeavour to gain
the disobedient also : the first are your dutiful sons, abide always with you, all that
you have is theirs; but yet when the prodigal, the stray returns, rejoyce and kill the
fatted calf: yea, if he will not return, leave the ninety and nine, and go seek that one
that is lost.  But you have no hopes of gaining him, you believe ’tis not conscience
but faction, and wilful perverseness keeps him off; oh do not despair, believe better of
him ; charity hopeth all things, believeth all things. But you know it is so with him
then pity him the more going headlong into hell, yield the more to save his soul from
hell, overcome cvil with good, fetter him, bind him fast with chains of love; what is
stronger than love? it will overcome schism, faction, sedition, any thing; it will over-
come God himself, and even force God to with-hold him by his merciful and powerful
hand; and thus, converting this perverse « sinner from the error of his way, you will
save his soul alive, and cover the multitude of your sins;” a blessed and joyful work,
whereat the angels of heaven will rejoice and sing Alleluja, amen. Oh my fathers !
my fathers! that should preach and practise the gospel of peace and love to your
children, vouchsafe at my humble request to read Rom. xiv. See what great liberty
that great grandfather of the church allows his children, and observe in the general
how he became all things to all men to save some; and will not you in some things
comply to gain all* will you restrain the liberty of the gospel to the rigidity of your
discipline to lose some, to lose many, and perchance in the end to lose all, yourselves
and all. Be pious, be charitable, be prudent, build your church on a rock that will
endure storms, and not on the sand of ceremonies, that will both raise storms, and pro-
Hably overturn your church e're long.  But you will say, if you yield to some dissen~
ters in this, you may as well yield to others in that, and so by degrees abolish all your
ceremonies: 1 beseech you, is not the body more than rayment, substance more than
«ceremony, will not you quit the latter to preserve the former? but you will preserve
both, God grant you loose not both. But you will say, this is the way to loose both,
first take away ceremonies, thereby you locse your friends, and then lie exposed to
your enemies to spoil your goods. If your goods be the substance of your religion,
and you preserve your ceremonies to preserve these, then really my fear of your loosing
all is encreased ; this is a very sandy and dirty foundation, can’t hold out against
storms ; but if faith, hope and charity be the substance of your religion, (as I hope it
is) these stood firm and encreased in the primitive times, in the greatest storms, when
the whole world of Jews and Gentiles were enemies toghe church, and not one of your
ceremonies in the church to preserve it: the simple naked truth without any. surplice
to cover it, without any ecclesiastical policy to maintain it, overcame all, and se would
-do now, did we trust to that and the defender of it. - Perchance 1 appear a great gne-
my to the surplice, so often naming that; I confess I am ; would yoy Ecm i Not
that I dislike, but, in my own judgement, much approve a pure white the
minister’s shoulders, to put him in mind that purity becomes a minister-of-the goapels
but such dirty nasty surplies as most .of them wear, apd especially, the singers in
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cathedrdls (where they should be most decent) is rather an imitation of their dirty lives,
and have given my stomach such a surfeit of' them, as I bave almost an averseness to
ali: and I am confident, had not this decent habit been so undecently abused, it had
never been so generally loathed.

I will name another ceremony which gives great offence, with greater reason, the
bowing towards the altar, which, in my judgement, I allow and practise 11 some
measure, when I come into such congregations as generally use it, avoiding still to
give offence to any as far as I may, with a safe conscience. 1 aftirm, ’tis a very fitting
thing to shew reverence in the house of God, and to shew it by bowing as well as any
other means, and to bow that way as well as any other way, and in bowing, if the con-
gregation did it to the south or the west, I should as readily conform to that. But
you will say the primitive Christians, as we read, did generally bow towards the east
(the primitive Christians did so, I grant, but not the prime primitive) what then? Is
this any obligation on us now? the primitive did also use chrysm, or consecrated oyl,
yet we retain it not; it giew inlo an abuse, therefore left oft, so hath this bowing to-
wards the altar by the papists, supposing Christ corporally present there : and truly
many of our church-men give great suspicion to the people, that they also belicve some
such thing, otherwise pray answer me, when a minister at his entting into the church
hath bowed to shew his re®rence in the house of God, and when he ascends up to
thealtar bows again, to shew some particular reverence in that place where that blessed
sacrament is consecrated, (let this pass for good also, though something may be said
against it) vet I pray tell me, why the reader, passing from onc side of the church to
ihe other, and the minister passing from one end of the altar to the other, bows again?
surely in reverence to the King of kings he supposes there sitting, who can imagine
any other cause of his homage ? and yet I verily believe this s not the cause, but
merely for a causeless custom taken up one from another (the common beginning of
all superstitions) having no reason for it, but much against it, giving thereby great
scandal to weak ones, and ground of slander to malicious ones, who lay hold on any
oceesions to accuse them of papistry; for certainly ’tis done with little or no reason,
or w.th a great deal of supcerstition,

Now as to that grand debated ceremony of kneeling at the Lord’s Supper, I think
tliere is no reason to condemn those that use it, nor much reason to press it on those
that disuse it. Whyr are we not to perform this great act ot devotion with all pos-
sthle reverence ? I grant it, but is this to be express'd altogetherin the outward pos-
ture of the body? if so, then your opposers thus retort it upon you: if outward hu-
mility be the thing you contend for, you ought to shew it to your God in the humblest
way, and that is by prostrating rather than kneeling ; but if inward humility, sure that
consists chiefly in obedience to what Christ commanded, and to do it"as he practised
it, who can doubt but this is the most perfect obedience? and you know when our
Saviour 1nstituted this blessed sacrament, he gave this command in the close, ¢ Do
this in remembrance of me;” and sure he remembers our Saviour best who doth every
thing as he did, both in substance and ceremony, and so we find the primitive Chris-
tians did, observing also to receive it at supper, as our Saviour did; but when this
grew into a sinful abuse, the ceremony was altered to preserve the substance in more
purity : so .was kneeling abused by the papists and turned into superstition, why not
therefore changed in like manner’ But you kneel without any superstition, you do
not adore the elements on the table, as the papists do, but Christ in Heaven. And
so this man receives sitting and at supper witEout any irreverence, he doth it so mcre-
ly in ience to Christ's command, both in ceremony and substance, “ Do this in
remembrance of me.” But youdo not conceive Christ’s command extended to the cere-
monies, but.only to the substance, and the church hath expressly commanded kneel-
ing as the mere reverend posture, -therefore you ought to obey, 1 think so too: but
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this man conceives Christ commands both substance and ceremonies to be observed,
and consequently conceives the church’s command contrary to Christ’s, therefore he
ought not to obey till you can rectify his judgment; if you can, then he ought to
obey also; if you cannot, have patience with your weak brother, require no more of
him in this matter then Christ required of his disciples ; sure Christ would not have
allowed any unfitting posture ; be not overwise, nor over holy, condemn not that which
Christ allowed. God is so infinitely gracious as to accept our poor devotions in any
form, if but sincere in substance, nay though weak and frail in the substantial part, he
will not break the bruised reed, nor quench the smoaking flax ; his tender fatherly
bowels yern upon his dear children coming to him afar off. Oh then let us learn to
be like minded, tender and compassionate to our weak brethren, admit them into God's
worship in any posture; if they come in sincerity of heart, reject not those whom God
accepts.

I Elight go on thus to handle other ceremonies, as the cross in baptism, the ring in
marriage, &c.; but I conceive it needless, the same reasons being applicable to all,
and he that is once brought to be indifferent and unconcerned in one, will soon be so
disposed to all. Wherefore I conclude this point of ceremonies with St Paul, “ He
that regardeth a day, regardeth it unto the Lord, and he that regardeth not the day,
to the Lord be doth not regard it, he that eateth, eatetf to the -Lord, for he giveth
God thanks, and he that eateth not to the Lord, he eateth not, and giveth God thanks:”
So he that kneeleth, kneeleth to the Lord, and he that kneeleth not to the Lord, he
kneeleth not. And I desire you farther to observe this circumstance in St Paul's
words, how he calls the zealous observer of ceremonial matters, the weak brother, and
commands the strong not to despise him, it being really a-despicable weakness and a
childish or effeminate kind of devotion to be zealous in any ceremonial observance,
which masculine spirits are apt to despise, but in Christian charity ought rather to pity
and bear the infirmities of others. Wherefore let us be the men of understanding, men
in devotion, be zealous, and hold fast the substantial parts of religion, piety, justice,
temperance, chastit{, truth, sincerity, stand fast for these, not recede one hair's
breadth from these, keep but our ground and fight it out like men to death against all
powers and principalities on earth, or under the earth, and let us leave it to women
and children to contend about ceremonies, let it be indifferent to us, whether this or that,
or no ceremony, whether kneel or not kneel, bow or not bow, surplice or not surplice,
Cross of no cross, ring or no ring, let us give glory to God in alﬁ and no offence to
our brethren in any thing,

Now if any man would be so curious as to ask, why St Paul did not determine this
point, whether they should eat herbs only, or other meats also; whether regard a day
or not; and so establish uniformity among them ? I cannot imagine any other reason,
but meerly to teach us this charitable compliance with one another, as necessary a
practice as any other. Man is a very ticklis{: animal to govern ; he will not always be
guided by reason and authority ; man hath a will as well as reason, and will have his
own will in many things, even the godly: Very few are found so entirely pious as
wholly to dqny the_msc ves, tis s¢ high and sharp a point of religion, as you may break
the heart strings of many in winding them up so high, and thus crack all their reli-
gion ; perchance you would find it so yourselves, had the nonconformists the screw-
ng you up a8 you them. Wherefore consider yourselves, lest ye also be tempted, be
charitable to the weak, proceed not so severely against them in your courts onndiﬂ'
ture, but remember what St Paul saith, Coles. ii. * Let no man judge you in mest,
or drink, or in respect of an holy-day, or of the new moon, or of the -days,
which are a shadow of things to come, but the body is of Christ ;* will you Myen, 'in
respect of an holy-day, cross in baptism, standing at the Cresd, kpecling 4t the saers-
ment, and the like, will you in respect of such shadows, judge, excommunicats, sen--

2
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tence to everlasting flames a sounl that holds of the body of Christ, believes all his holy
gospel, accords with you in ome faith, one baptism, who acknowledges the only true
God, Creator of Heaven and earth, and Jesus Christ, whom he hath sent to be the
Redeemer of mankind, which our Saviour affirms, ¢‘ To be eternal life ;" will you
condemm such a one to etcrnal death? God forbid. My reverend fathers and judges
of the church, I with St Paul, Col. iii. beseech you, ‘ Put on fatherly bowels of mer-
cies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, Jong suffering,” towards your poor weak
childrén, and so long as they hold fast the body of Christ, be not so rigorous with
them for shadows ; if they submit to you in substance, have patience though they do
not submit in ceremonies; and give me leave to tell you my poor opinion : This violent
pressings of ceremonies hath, I humbly conceive, been a great hindrance from embra-
cing them, men fearing your intentions therein to be far worse than really they are,
and therefore abhor them. Have you never observed a flock of sheep forcibly driven
over a narrow bridge ; the poor sheep fearing they are going into some penn or slaugh-
ter, chuse rather to leap into the river than go forwards; but drive them on gently
and patiently, they will of themselves take the way you desire. Uniformity in cere-
mony is a good and desirable thing, therefore endeavour it; but unity in faith and
charity is better, and therefore. if you eannot obtain that, be sure to preserve this;
this is the one thing necessary’; chuse this better part if you cannot have both ; for
this force, urging uniformity in worship, hath caused great division in faith as well as
charity ; for had you, by abolishing some ceremonies, taken the weak brethren into
your church, they had not wandred about after seducing teachers, nor fallen into so
many gross opinions of their own, but, being daily catechised and instructed by your
orthodox and sound preaching, they would have followed you like good sheep, where-
as nuw they wander about into a hundred by-paths of error, many whereof lead head-
long to hell. Now I beseech you in the fear of God, set before your eyes the dread-
full day of judgment, when Christ on his tribunal of justice shall require an account
of every word and deed, and shall thus question you : Here are several souls who, ta-
hing offence at your ceremonies, have forsaken my church, have forsaken the faith, have
run 1nto hell, the souls for which I shed my precious blood; why have you suffered
this? Nay, why have you occasioned this ? Will you answer, it was to preserve your
ceremonies P Will not Christ return unto you, are your ceremonies more dear unto
vou than the souls for which I died? Who hath required these things at your bands?
Will you for ceremonies, which you yourselves confess to be indifferent, no way ne-
cessary unto salvation, suffer your weak brethren to perish, for whom I died ? Have
not I shewed you how * David and his soldiers were guiltless in eating the shew-bread,
which was not lawful but only for the priests to eat ?” If David dispensed with a cere-
mony commanded by God, to satisfy tﬁe hunger of his people, will not you dispence
vith your own ceremonies to satisfy the souls of my people, who are called by my
name, and profess my name, though in weakness? Or will you tell Christ they ought
to suffer for their own wilfulness and perverseness, who will not submit to the laws of
the church as they ought ; will not Christ return? Shall they perish for transgressing
your humane laws, which they ignorantly conclude erroneous; and shall not you perish
for transgressing my divine laws, which you know to be good and holy ¢ Had I mercy
on you, and -should not you have had mercy on your fellow servants? With the same
measure you meeted it shall be measured to you again. I trembie to go farther, but
most humbly beseech you for Christ's sake, endeavour to regain these stray sheep, for
whem he shed his precious blood, and think it as great an advantage, as great an ho-
nour to you, as it was to' St Paul to become all things to all men, that you may gain
Some, a8 doubtless you will nany, though not all; and the few standers off will become
the more convinced, :and at long running wearied out and gained also. Thus, having
reduced all into one fold in true faith and Christian charity, the present generation
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will much forget, the succeeding generation will be wholly ignorant of, these cere-
montous fancies; and all animosities being quite extinguished, wholesonie edifying
ceremonies may be easily introduced again with comfort to all, which are now irksome
and grievous to many. And so I pass on to the second matter, the church service,
contamed in the Books of Common Prayer, whereof briefly, because what I said be-.
fore may be reply’d to this also. '

Concerning Church Service.

I will not here enter into the dispute, whether it be lawful for a church to have' 4
set form of prayer, supposing that there are none but either highly fanatick, or highly
factious, that affirm it unlawful; and with such I have no reason {o expect that
reasonable arguments should prevail ; for enough hath been already printed to this
purpose. 1 may also suppose, ghat there is nothing contained in our Book of Com-
mon Prayer that is directly contrary to the word of God ; for had there been any such
thing, we should have heard of it long since, which I pever yet did from any sober
man. And truly I might, in the third place, suppose, that (a Book of Common Prayer
being no way contrary to the word of God) the use of it is far more conducing to
Eiety than to suffer extemporary prayer to be used generally in churches ; experience

ath fully declared it in our late confused times, when a man should have heard in
many churches such extravagant, such wild, such rash, such blasphemots expressions
as would drive any sober conscientious person out of their churches. Can you with
1eason expect it otherwise, when half the churches in this nation have not a tolerable
maintenance to support men of parts and discretion fit to perform so solemn and holy
an office ? Had we the holiness, the zeal, the charity, the humility of the primitive
times, when men forsook all the world, and daily sacrificed their lives for the sefvice
of God, we might hope that God would graciously pour down upon us, as he did on
them, the special gifts of praying and prophesying; but now, when most serve God
for gain, and would neither open nor SEut the church doers for nought, as Malachi
saith, we must not expect those gifts and graces. And therefore I conceive it abso-
Iytely necessary to have some form presciibed to be used by all; for were there liberty
Ieft to the more able and discreet, most would suppose themselves to be such, (few"dis-
covering their own weakness) and were it left to the bishop to licence as he saw fit, it
would prove a very great cause of heart-burning among his clergy; and hatred towards
Iimself, yea and rebellion against bim and the laws. -But now, in Christ, I humbly
beseech the governors of the church calmly to consider, were it not better to have
such a form of service as would satisfy most. The fathers of our church, as I said be-
fore, when they reformed this nation ffom popery, were desirous to fetch off-as many
as they could, retaming for this cause all the ceremonies and forms of prayer they
could with a good rectified ~onscicnce, and therefore they prescribed that form of
second service to be at the altar, as carrying some resemblance to the mass, then the
people’s delight, which, being now become the people’s hate, should for the same re-
sémblance, according to the same rule of reason, be now taken away. We commend
our forefathers for doing piously and wisely, and yet we will not imitate them; they
endeavoured to please and’ gain the people, we will needs displease and lose :them :
Certainly we cannot do our forefathers a greater honour than to observe their rule of
rcasqy, to conform to the times; and therefore they are grossly mistaken who ‘think
it a dishonour to them for us to take away what they have established, when we'keep
close to the reason wherefore they did establish it. Wise physicians, by the same rule
of reason, prescribe things clear contrary, according to the temper of their: patients,



Eeclesiastical Tracts. 389

hot or cold ; some other things I could mention in the Book of Common Prayer
(though ne ways ill in themselves) yet fit to be altered, and would obviously appear
so to every wise man once resolved to compose such a form as would take in most of
this nation, which I humbly conceive governors should in conscience endeavour, be-
coming all things to all men to gain some, though not all; yet happily gain all in
process of time, for the reason before specified. _

But though I desire such a form of service, such ceremonies also to be established,
as may give most general satisfaction, yet I desire what is established may be generally
observed, and not a liberty left (as some do propose) to add or detract ceremonies ox
prayers accoiding to the various opinions and humours of men ; for certainly this would
cause great faction and division ; those that are for ceremonies would run from their
own church to others where they were used, others to some fine fancied prayers of such
as thcy approve of ; and thus some churches would be thronged, others deserted, and
no account could be taken by the pastor of this congregation ; atheists also, and
papists, under pretence of frequenting other churches, would abandon all. This course
(say you) would bring but few into the church, and perchance diive some out, who,
having been long bred up to such and such ceremonies, would have small devotion to
frequent the church if all or many were abolished. To this I answer, that certainly
his religion is vain ,that would abandon the substance for want of the ceremonies,
which he acknowledgeth to be no way necessary, but only more satisfaction to his
mind : Surely a very ignorant mind, who hath not learnt, “That obedience is bet-
ter than sacrifice and whole burnt-offerings.” And surely a very uncharitable mind,
who would not leave ninety and nine unnecessary ceremonies, to bring one sinful
strayed sheep into the congregation, and convert him from the error of his non-con-
forming way. I profess I am amazed to see how many men of a very good sence in
most things, so zealously erroneous in this business of religion, seeing the scripture so
plaiply declares, that nothing so covers the multitude of our sins as an act of charity ;
nothing so acceptable unto God, so joyful to his holy angels, as conversion of a sinner.
Yet these men will most passionately (and pardon me it 1 say most uncharitably and
irreligiously) cry, Away with these idiot sectaries and mad fanaticks, let them wander
and perish in their own wild imaginations, we will not leave one ceremony, nor any
one lliue of our Common- Prayer l%ouk, to gain thousands of them. No, it you alter
that, we will rather leave the church, and go to the papists mass. If these be not as
simple sectaries and mad fanaticks as any whatsoever, let God and his holy angels
judge. But as for you, my reverend fathers of the church, I hope you will consuit
with scripture in this weighty affair, and model all according to the rules of meekness,
charity, and compassionate tenderness to weak ones there set down ; and endeavour,
with prudent admonitions to rectify the errors of these too zealous ceremonists, and
with fatherly bowels of condescention to win the hearts of blind and wilful seperatists.
Certainly the more understanding and powerfal leaders of them will not, cannot, have
the face to stand off after your charitable condescension, their populous pretences will
be so confuted, their mouths so stopped, their faces so confounded, as for mere shame,
if not for reason and religion, they must come into our church ; and their pastors com-
ing in, the sheep will follow, though some stand a while and gaze ; but at length, ha-
ving no men of ability to lead them on their. perverse ways, the shop-prating weavers
and coblers will soon be deserted, and made heartless, seeing their own naked folly.
And then shall we all join and joyfully sing Te Deum in our churches, and the holy
angels in the Heavens. And then I shall most gladly sing with good old Simeon,
“Lord, now let thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes bave secn thy salvdtion.”

VOL, Vi, . @ an
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Concerning Preaching.

It remains that I now handle this great business of preaching, whe-re'in I‘fcal: I §hlall
displease many, there being but a few who use it according to the original institution ;
and yet I had rather they should preach as they do then quite omit it ; for certainly
‘tis a necessary work for a minister of the gospel to preach the gospel.  Saint Paul
tells us, *“That some preach the gospel out of envy ;™ yet he was pleased that Christ
should be so preached rather than not preached ; and so I say of pieaching Christ out
of vanity, as ’tis evident many do, preaching themsclves and their own abilities, at
least as they think abilities, though oftcn great weaknesses and conceited impertinences.
1 beseech you tell me, did not Christ and the apostles preach the best way? and are
not we to follow their example ? Who dare say otherwise? yet many do otherwise ;
they take here or there a sentence of scripture, the shorter and more abstruse the bet-
ter, to shew their skill and invention, this they divide and subdivide into generals and
particulars, the guid, the quale, the guantum, and such like quack-salving forms;
then they study how to hook in this or that quaint sentence of philosopher or father,
this or that nice speculation, endcavouring to couch all this in most elegant language;
in short, their main end is to shew their wit, their reading, and whatever they think
is excellent in them : No doubt rarely agreeing with that of St Paul, “ I determined
not to know afly thing among you save Jesus Christ and him crucified ; and my speech
and preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of
the Spirit and of power:” 1 Cor.1i. And 1 verily believe this is the reason why
preaching hath so little effect in these days, because they lubour to speak the wisdom
of this world, which is foolishness with God, nor do they preach in demonstration of
the spirit, but in demonstration of their learning. 1 know full well this unapostolick
way of preaching was used by some of the ancienf® fathers, especially the Greeks,, al-
ways fond of niceties and curiosities, and being now become Chiristians (as I said be-
fore) transplanted their beloved rhetorical flowers of human learning into Christian
gardens, which proved rather weeds to over-run the sced of sound and plain aposto-
lick doctrine, human nature being a soil apter to give nourishment and vigour to hu-
man principles than divine. But when did ever any learned, witty, rhetorical harangue,
or cunning syllogistical discourse, convert the tythe of St Peter’s or St Paul’s foolish
preaching, as he terms it, “ but the wisdom of God to those that are perfect,” and
sound in the faith ? Who is ignorant of that famous passage at the council of Nice?
whither resorted, with divers others, onc eminent heathen philosopher, offering him-
self' (as the manner of thosc vain-glorious sophisters was) to dispute with the Chris-
tian doctors ; some bishops of great repute for learning, under him, as they thought,
clearly confuted, but no way converted him ; at last rises up a grave ancient bisiop
ot small learning, hut of great faith and piety, and (with great dissatisfaction of his
hrethren, fearing some gross baffle should befal this good man) comes up to the philoso-
pher, and with great majestical authority recites unto him the apostolick creed, * I
helieve in God the Father Almighty”—and in the close calls to bim, O philosopher, be-
lievest thou this? The philosopher answered, I believe, not being able to resist the
demonstration of spirit and power wherewith he uttered those divine mysteries, as he
confess'd before them all.  You will say this was a miracle of great rarity ; 1 grant it,
but many such miracles should we sec, had we the faith and powerful ‘spirit of this
holy bishop, and would endeavour to imitate apostolical preaching, not philosophical
arguing, nor rhetorical declaiming. _ ‘

We see plainly the apostolical preaching was either catechistical instuctions, or
pious admonitions; not tying themselves to any form, but past from one mattey to
another as the auditor’s condition reqm;ed, not as the preacher’s fancy and reading



Ecclesiastical Tracts. 291

rompted ; just as the Roman emperor Caligula, who, when delinquents came before
Eim to be judged, condemned or acquitted thewn as agreed best with the current of his
oration: So these men shape their discourse more to the applause than edification of
the hearers. And so much time is spent in composing- these oratory sermons, as the
minister hath not leisure to perform a quarter ct his parochial duty, of visiting the
sick, of admonishing the scandalous, of reconciling the janglers, of private examining
and instructing the poor ignorant souls, thousands in every country as ignorant as
heathens, who understand no more of most sermons than if in Greek; so that the
sermon is rather a banquet for the wantons that are full, than instruction to those who
are even starved for want of spiritual food, the plain and saving word of Christ, not
the nice conceited word of man, which may nourish camelions, never make solid
sound Christians. There are others of a different strain, who, wanting both wit and
learning also, think to supply all by strength of lungs, by loud and long babbling,
riding hackney from one good town to another, ancl t.Vlth fervency of spirit like a boil-
ing pot running over where-ever they come. Were it a laughing matter, who could
contain to hear some seeming zealot pastors talk so much of their obligation to preach
the gospel, and must (forsooth) do it in the pulpit twice a Sunday, counting those
almost accursed that do not so, and yet have many poor sheep in their tlock as igno-
rant as any sheep, whom they never regard, never instruct in the first principles of the

ospel ; as if preaching were tyed to the pulpit and the sabbath-day. Pardon me,
if I tell you a story which now comes into my head. I chanced to be In a lord’s house
on a Saturday, when a zcalous minister came in; after some compliments and cere-
monious discourse, he told the lord, that where-ever he was, he never failed to preach
the gospel on the Lord’s day as his duty, and therefore entreated that the pastor of the
parish might be desired to give place to him next morning. I suspecting both his
zeal and design (which afterwards appeared) asked him, if he bad received any parti-
cular command from Christ to préach at this place, and that hour? The minister start-
ling at my question, answered, No. [ replied, sure then other ministers had the same
cbligation to preach the gospel as he had, and, moreover, it was the pastor’s particular
dvty to preach to his own congregation on the Lord’s day, how then could he in con-
science desire the pastor to omit his duty, and Five place to a stranger who had there
no duty incumbent upon him ? But the lord pulled me by the elbow, and took me off
from farther pressing him, and told him, he would send to the pastor to give him place,
Bat 1o return to our business. Very few are to be found, here and tlicre one of piety
and discretion, that demeans himselt prudently in his office ; and the reason is this:
It is grown up 1w a general opinion, That none are to be admitted into holy orders
but such as have studied in the university ; and if he hath learnt a little to chop logick,
he is presently deemed fit ta divide the word of truth, and is easily instituted into a
living; and if’ he can bring some nice metaphysical speculations from Aristotle, or
some theological distinctions from Aquinas, then he is worthy of two or three livings
or prebends: And thus university youths, and even boys of no experience er discre-
tion, are made spiritual pastors, the giavest and most weighty office in the world. 1
beseech you, what have these sciences (falsly so.called) to do with the gospel, where
we find not one tittle of them ; but rather decryed as eunemies to the gospel, as tend-
ing to vain jangling, strife, and contention, nothing of edification. We had lately a
brave story of the jesuits in China, who, finding the king and his courtiers much de-
lighted with the mathematicks, but not very knowing in them, wrote to the general
of their order at Rome to send them some priests, very skilful in that science, ta
preach the gospel there. Why did they not send for some also well skilled m puppet
plays? Ridiculous creatures shall 1 say, or rather impious, who think to support the
dignity, the majesty, the divinity of the gospel with such humau toys ? Just as if a
king, having some potent enemy invading his country, should, instead of lcading on.
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a stout and gallant army against him, lead on a morrice-dance, capering and frisking
most featly, thinking thereby to appease and gain the heart of his adversary. *‘ Yea
fools and blind ; we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wick-
edness in hig% places,” Eph. vi. 12. ““ And thereforc the weapons of our warfare
must not be carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds,” 2
Cor. x. 4. “ We must then take the whole armour of God, the helmet of salvation,
the breast-plate of righteousness, the shield of faith, the sword of the spirit.” Read
also St Paul to Timothy and Titus, setting down the required qualifications of bishops
and deacons ; see if you can find any such mathematick, logick, physick? No, but
gravity, sobricty, meekuess, diligence, and the like. Were such men taken into holy
orders, and constituted pastors, the church of Christ had been far better ed.fied, and
the pastors far more reverenced, than now they are: though Plato, Aristotle, Euclid,
Scotus, Aquinas, were never known to them, so much as by name, yet they would want
no pastoral knowledge, which is compleatly contained in scripture, s St Paul told
Timothy, ¢* That it was sufficient to make him wise unto salvation, prdfitable for doc-
trine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction, that the man of God might be
throughly furmished ;” Mark, throughly furnished without logick, physick, mathemas
tick, metaphysick, or school divinity. Scripture divinity throughly turnishes the man
of God forall. I speak not this in disparagement of university learning, which I highly
value, if rightly magde use of, ’tis as useful as honourable to a nation; but much of
university learning, as useless to a spiritual pastor as the art of navigation to a phy-
sician ; the pastors only requisite and compleatly qualifying science being, according
to St Paul, ““ to know nothing but Christ and him crucitied, and to preach Christ, not
with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the spirit and of power ;”
to preach Christ as well out of pulpit as in the pulpit; in season and out of season ;
to the poor and to the rich ; to the simple and ignorant, far rather than the knowing ;
to rebuke, to correct, to edify both by word and deed.

“Wherefore I most humbly beseech the church governors to remember the original
institution of the ministry, what kind of men the apostles chose into it, grave elderly
men, therefore styl’d elders, and known as well by that name as bishops, who, ha-
ving by long conversation, gotten experience and knowledge to govern themselves,
were made governors of others. J grant we have Timothy for an example of younger
years, that is, young by way of comparison to the other seniors; as a man of forty
may be called young, compared to those of sixty ; yet no youth simply, nor simple
youth : and ’tis plain he was a person no way short of the elders in gravity, though
somewbhat in years: St Paul’s general rule was, not to admit of novices; but all ge-
neral rules have some exceptions, Timothy was one and a rare one, we find not ano-
ther. Next, I pray consider what kind of preaching they used : You may easily guess
at their sermons by their epistles, full of short catechistical instructions, grave exhort-
ations, sober reproofs, disrreet corrections, and then tell me whether a raw novice
from the university, with all his sciences ard languages, be fit for this, or rather a grave
sober person of age and experierce, having a good natural capacity, illuminated by
scripture Mistruction and prayer, using also the:help of grave and sound interpreters.
Really 'tis most evident that the church is run into great contempt by the slightness
and giddiness of many ministers, who intend nothing but to make a handsome school--
boy’s exercise in the pulpit on Sunday, but never attend the other parochial duties, no,
nor their own advance in spiritual knowledge, but give them wholgra either to idle stu-
dies, or idle recreations, and are very children in divine knowledge and behaviour: I
do affirm this in the presence of God as a truth, and I have known some pass for very
good preachers, that could not give a good account of the Athanasian creed, mor
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scarce of the childrens catechism ; masters of art, but school-boys in true divinity,
and so their parishioners continue very babes all their life long.

It would make any true Christian's heart bleed to think, how many thousand poor
souls there are in this land, that have no more knowledge of God than heathens ;
thousands of the mendicant condition never come to church, and are never look’d af-
ter by any ; likewise thousands of mean husbandry men, that (!0 come to church, un-
derstand no more of the sermon than brutes: Perchance in their infancy some of them
learnt a little of their catechism, that is, they could, like parrots, say some broken
pieces, but never understand the meaning of one line ; (this is the common way of
catechising), but afterwards, as they grow up to be men, grow more babes in religion,
so ignorant as scarce to know their heavenly Father, and are admitted to the sacra-
ment of the Lord’s supper before they are able to give account of the sacrament of bap-
tisw. Thus it is generally in the country, and in the city as b{td, partly for the reason
before specified, and partly by reason the number in many parishes is far greater than
any one pastor gan have a due care of ; he cannot know half the names or faces of
them, much le§s their faith and behaviour, which is requisite that he may both in-
struct and reprove where there is need. Wherefore 1 humbly conceive ’tis necessary
to divide these numerous parishes into several parts; but withal to provide means out
of them for several ministers, for there is no hope to gain it from their charity or piety,
which is plain hypocrisy, seeming so zealous to hear the word, but to contribute no-
thing towards it; the minister may preach his heart out, and yesimot get out of their
purses any tolerable maintenance ; a poor husbandinan in the country of twenty pounds
a year, that gets his bread by the sweat of his brows, pays more to a minister than a
citizen that gets hundreds a year, sitting at ease in his shop, and spends more in rib-
bons, laces, and perriwigs in one year, than he pays to a minister in ten or twenty : I
beseech them to consider what account they will give to their Lord and Master at that

day.

{3ut I return to the requisite qualities of a minister, who, according to St Paul, is tp
be a governor as well as a preacher ; to admonish and rebuke as well as instruct, and
therefore of two evils chusc the lesser, rather men defective in parts to preach, which
may be supplied by homilies, than defective in wisdom and discretion to govern, which
cannot be supplied by other means. But would men be content with the true gospel
and apostolick preaching, d®ubtless there might persqus be found out fit for both, to
govern and to preach : to preach one God the Creator of all, to preach the baptism
of repentance, and the sacrament of the Lord’s supper, to preach godliness, justice,
mercy, chastity, &c. all which will be far better performed by a grave and godly con-
scientious man, well catechized, though he never saw university, though he knew no
other language but his mother tongue, than by any Aristotelist, Scotist, Aquinatist,
with all their knacks of quidities and qualities, syllogisms and enthymems, distinc-
tions and subsumptions, &c* Not one Greek; or Italian, or French of a thousand
knew any language but his mother tongue when the gospel first flourished there; mnot
one Indian ofs a hundred thousand, where St Thomas planted the gospel, ever heard
of Plato or Aristotle; and so 1 may say of many other nations where the gospel was
planted and priests ordained. When God instituted Aaron and that priesthdbd, not a
tittle mentioned of school sciences or foreign languages. ’Tis true, the apostles by
the Holy Ghost received the gift of tongues, because they were to preach to all na-
tions, but we find not any infusion of school-learning by the Holy Ghost, ner any
Tore gift of tongues after the gospel once spread over the world; God thought 1t
then needless; I pray let's be no wiser than God and his Christ, who converted the
world by the foolishness of preaching, but I never yet heard of any one nation con-
verted by the wisdom of philosophicaFrhewrical preaching. Mistake me not ; I say
that sciences and languages are no way necessary for common parochial preachers,
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yet I grant that sciences, especially historical, and languages, especially the oriental,
are very useful to the perfect understanding of scripture, and very fit for some miniq
sters to study, to whom God hath given parts and means to acquire them, who may
be hc]pful to others; and the universities are very good places to train up youths to
this purpose ; but still these faculties are no way necessary to a pal_'ochlal cure; a
smail proportion of learning, with a great deal of Ftely and discretion, is much better.
Besides, there is another thing much to be considered : Were there such grave con-
scientious persons admitted into the ministry as the apostles ordaiued, such preach-
ing set up as they practised, and all other decryed, such double honour paid unto
the ministry as St Paul commanded and primitively was rendred, (such grave per-
cons would scarce ever fail of it) then we might find thousands in the nation that,
having means of their own, would preach the gospel to the poor for conscience sake.
The maintenance for ministers in most parts is so wretchedly small (and so like to
be, the tythes being in the hands of lay-men without hopes of recovery) that there is
no convenient support for men of worth and gravity, and therefore youths and strip-
lings as wretched are put into them of meer necessity, that they lie not wholly void ;
whereas, if men that had some estate to help to maintain themselves, being persons
of conscience and convenient knowledge, were put into the ministry, and such preach-
ing the gospel accepted of as the apostles and primitive disciples used, the cures would
he served with far more edification ef the people, and honour to the church, than
now they are.

I most humbly beseech all in the spirit of meekness humbly to consider these things,
laying aside the veil of pomp and vanity, which blinds their eyes, and hinders them
from discovering the naked truth and simplicity of the gospel ; I cail the Searcher of
all hearts to witness, 1 wish unto all clergymen both double honour and double main-
tenance also, I can’t think any thing too much for those who conscientiously labour
in the ministry. But seeing (as I said) there is no hopes of regaining 4he church
qlaintenance, we in prudence should seek out such helps as may ie had. And truly

have great reason to hope that, were this rule observed of putting only grave, dis-
creet, and conscientious persons into the ministry (whether university men or not, it
matters not, so as fully instructed in the doctrine of the gospel by soundecommenta-
tors) many persons of good rank and estate would think it no dishonour, but rather a
higher honour, to enter it, as they did in the primitive tifhe : "Julian, nearly related to
the Roman emperor, and afterwards emperor himself, thought it an honour to be ad-
mitted a reader, one of the lowest oflices in the church. And for the better advancing
this business, and fitting all sorts of men with convenient knowledge for the miuistry,
1 humbly conceive it very fit there should be one good and brief énghsh comment of
scripture selected and compiled out of those many voluminous authors, laying aside
all impertinent criticiss, abstruse questions, nice speculations, and the like, setting
down only the plain and most obvious sense in matters of faith and good life, necessary
to salvation ; such a bouk to be set forth by authority, with a command, that no man
in sermons, exhortations, or catechisings, teach any tf;ing contiary to it ; and whatever
learning beyond that is brought into the pulpit, let it rather be explodad than ap-
plaudedY for if any countenance be given to excursions, there will be no end ; the itch
nren have to shew their learning will soon bring us again into the vain unedifying
practice we now are in. 1 humbly conceive it fit also that the book of homilies be
reviewed, not to correct any thing in them, for they are most excellent sound exhort-
ations, containing the true primitive spirit, but to add to them whatever is wanting
to the necessary doctrine of faith and good manners, to teach every person how to be-
have himself in his several vocations, and these commanded to be read once over every
year ; for 1 have observed several, even good and conscientious preachers to take quite
another method, and preach on this or that chapter, and so in the whole year, yea
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perchance in two or three years, never preach on the duty between man and wilk, pa-

nts and.children, masters and servants, magistrates and subjects ; or omit to treat of
pride, or malice, or cheating, or the like, Ey reason of which omissions, several in
the congregation are ignorant in necessary duties, though rightly instructed in thing-
unnecessary.

I expect that many will cry out of this as a mcans to introducc laziness into the mi-
nistry, and a hindrance from exercising thos: talents God hath indowed them with.
To this I answer, first, That I Lad rather the ministers should be lazy than the people
ignorant in their duty. But secondly, I answer, That, besides pulpit preaching, the
minister may find enough to do to keep him from laziness, and exercise the best, that
is, the most useful taleuts of a minister, to visit and comfort the sick and afilicted, to
compose differences and reconcile janglers, examine and instruct the meaner and duller
part of his flock, who arc not capable of pulpit preaching, to whom they must incul-
cate both doctrines and admonitions ten times over, and scarcely so make them ap-
prehiend any spiritual matters.  Experience only can raise a belicl how extreamly dull
the common people are in the mysteries of faith, and but little guicker in the princi-
ples of a good life : Christ died to save these poor vulgar souls as well as thosc of the
gentry and more learn’d, yet the labour of most ministers is to enlertain those that
know enough, and are very lazy iu catechising those poor souls that know nothing ; let
these be tully instructed, and then for me, let them shew their talents that those may
have it wiio most want it, either by injoining such homilies, and mentioned to he
yearly read, or such sermons to be yearly preached: I am no euen"aiy to true apostolical
preaching, God forbid I should ; but to vain scholastical, uscless preaching, to have the

astor, who should daily watch over hisflock, sit in kis study all the week long, pick-
ing from that or this qudint author a few beautiful flowers, and then to come on Sun-
day with his nosegay in his hand to entertain ladies and courtiers ; for my part I count
this far mgre sinful laziness than to read a pious homily on Sunday, and all the week
after go up and down from house to house, taking pains to instruct and exhort such
as [ mentioned : But these shall be called dumb dogs, yet surely by none but barkin
curt, who are wholly iguorant in true apostolick preaching; pardon me if I return them
their due, who speak evil of that they understand not.

They wnﬁ objeet, The apostles and primitive disciples did not read homilies, but
preach’d themselves ; neither do I desire that any one homily should ever be read, so
as we had the true apostolick preaching both on Sundays in publick, and week-days
also in private, where there is need: But I am sure such pious homilies as 1 men-
tioned are no ways contrary to the apostolick and primitive practice, and are far more
useful than such preaching as we have now-a-days. And I am also sure, that in the
purest and most primitive time, homilies under another name were read in the churches,
that is, epistles of apostolick godly bishaps written to other churches, were read in the
congregation with great veneration. Shall the name of epistle make the one applaud-
cd, the name of homily make the other reproached, the contents and the inteut being
tlie same, to stir up the people to godliness ? If this will satisfy, let the homilies be stiled
epistles to such or such a church, and then I hope they will pass for current.  But you
will say, the compilers of our homilies ‘are not of equal authority to those@primitive
epistles : let that pass, but I am sure they are of far more authority than most of our
preachers. I pray consider, how many giddy youths are of our ministry, how many
of greater age, but of as little gravity or discretion ; how many that vainly preach them-
sclves and their own abilities, npt Christ and his gospel ; how many that preach piously
and yet not usefully, but, as I said before, many things unnecessa“y, omitting many
necessary : Sum up all these particulars, and you will find a small remainder that preach
plously and edifying also, very few to equal the compilers of our homilies ; and then
calmly cunsider the great use, yea, the:great necesaity, of such homilies. Bat if you
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can furnish all our churches with pious, discreet, edif'yi.n.g, Ereaching pastors, ;aql
abundantly satisfied, and do you seal up the book of homilies till a new dearth of spi-
ritual food, which God in his great mercy prevent. Amen.

Concerning Bishops and Priests.

Whoever unbiass’d reads the scripture, thence proceeds to the first christian writers,
and so goes on from age to age, can not doubt but that the church was always governed
by bishops, that is, by one elder, or presbyter, or president, or what else you please to call
him, sct over the rest of the clergy ; with authority to ordain, to exhort, to rqbuke, to
judge and censure as he found cause : No other form of government is mentioned by
any authority for fifteen hundred years from the apostles downwards. Now who can
in reason and modesty suspect those primitive bishops who lived in the days of the
apostles, chosen by them into the church, succeeded them in church government, yea,
and in martyrdom also for the faith, as Clemens, Ignatius, Polycarpus, and others,
who, I say, can suspect them to be prevaricators in church discipline, and take upon
them another form of episcopal government contrary to apostolical institution? These
creat masters of self-denial, who gave their lives for the truth, would they transmit
unto posterity a church government contrary to the truth? let who will believe it, I
can neither believe it nor suspect it.  And there is yet another thing very observable,
that all the orthodox church dispersed all the world over, some parts having no cor-
respondence at all with the other by reason of distance, some by wars divided and
made cruel enemies, yet all agreed in this form of government; and not only the or-
thodox, but also the schismaticks and hereticks, who separated from, bated, and per-
secuted the orthodox church, they likewise retained still this form of government, as
if all were of necessity compelled to acknowledge this, having never known, heard,
nor dreamed of any other. And therefore nothing but necessity, if that, can excuse
those who first set up another form of government to their own masfers; let them
stand or fall, I will not presume to censure them ; I will only say, That from the be-
ginning it was not so, and I thank God ’tis not so with us, and never shal} be I trust
m God. Amen.

But notwithstanding all this, yet ’tis very much to be doubted, whether they were
of any distinct superior order from and above the preshyters, or one of the same order
set over the rest with power to ordain elders, to exhort, rebuke, chastise, as Timothy
and Titus were constituted by St Paul. For though they were of the same order with
the other elders and pastors, yet there was great reason for some to be placed with
greater authority to rule over the rest. The scripture tells us, “ That even in the days
of the apustles there were several seducing teachers, leading the people into errors and
heresies, and more were to follow after the apostles times, grievous wolves in sheep’s cloth-
ing;” and therefore it was very necessary to pick out some of eminent soundness in faith
and godliness of life, and set them up on high with great authority, as fixed stars in the
heavens, (so stiled Revel. i.) to whom all might have regard in dangerous times, as mari-
ners obseéve in their sea-faring journies. But the scripture no where expresses any dis«
tinction of order among the elders ; we find there but two orders mentioned, bishops and
deacons. Of deacons we shall treat afterwards, let us now proceed to the order of bi-
shops and priests, which the scripture distinguishes not ; for there we find but one kind
of ordination, then certainly but one order, for two distinct orders cannot be conferred
in the same instant, by the same words, by the same actions. They who think dedcon-
ship and priesthood distinct, the one subservient to the other, though they intend the
same hour to consecrate the man deacon and priest, do they not first compleat him
deacon, then priest? I pray, let any ma116 shew me from scripture (as I said) Timothy*
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or Titus, or any one ordained twice, made first priest then bishop, which is absolutely
necessary if they be distinct characters ; and ’tis generally affirmed, though I humbly
conceive they scarce understand what they affirm, I mean they understand not what
these characters are, whether Greek, Hebrew, or Arabick, or what else. But let that
ass, I desire them only to shew me how a man can make two characters with one
stroke or motion, A and B at the same instant. If then neither Timothy nor Titus, nor
any other, were but once ordained, whence can we gather these two distinct charac-
ters, these two distinct orders? We find the apostles themselves but once ordained,
those by the apostles but once ordained, and so on. When St Paul left Titus in Crete
to ordain, he mcntions only one ordination, that of presbyters, (so the word in Greek)
no other ; there’s no commission given him to ordain bishops there. Nor Titus, he
had no such command, we do not find that St Paul himself did ; and sure you will not
grant that the presbyters which Titus ordained, that they could ordain bishops there,
for you will not allow them to ordain so much as presbyters’ Yet bishops you will
needs have in every city, and in Crete were very many ; who ordained bishops for them
all? Truly I can’t find, nor you neither, I believe. But you will say, the superior
order contains in it, virtually, the inferior order, ﬁlct this pass at present ;) doth presby-
ter then virtually contain bishop ? If so, then all presbyters are EEShops. No, say you,
bishop is the superior order, and that contains in it presbyter. You say so, but, by
your leave, you are to prove 58, or give me leave to say otherwise, especially seeing I
have scripture for my saying and you have none for yours. But should I grant bishop
the superior, what then? we find Titus ordained not any but presbyters, as he was
commanded by St Paul, so we are still at a loss for our bishops, we find not their or-
dination. Or did St Paul mistake in his expression, and, meaning bishops in every
city, said presbyters in every city; let this pass also, and I pray let us see what you
mean by this, the superior order virtually contains the inferior. Do not you say they
are two distiuct orders, two real distinct indelible characters imprinted in the soul, as
the school-men affirm (give me leave to talk their language, though I understand it
not) If1 take a fair paper, and make an A upon it for the character of presbyter,
and then make a B upun it for the character of a bishop, the same paper contains }l')oth
characters, but sure one character doth not contain the other, A doth not contain B,
nor doth B contain A. So the same soul may receive two characters, two orders, but
if the two orders be distinct, how they can contain cach other, I understand no more
than I do these holy characters. If they can paint them out to me in their proper
figures, perchance 1 may understand them better, but as yet I ingenuously confess my
ignorance. I grant, in a metaphysical way of abstraction, the superior species con-
tains the inferior genius. A man, a rational creature, contains the animality of a horse,
the inferior creature, but doth not contain a real horse in his belly, nor can a man be-
get horses or men when he pleases. Nor can you truly say a man is a horse 3 1 believe
my school-men would take it in suuff should I aftirm any of thcm to be horses, &c.
But they affirm, tbat a bishop doth not only virtually contain the priesthood, but is
really a priest, and can make priests or bishops as he please, whereby you may see
this answer, that the superior order virtually contains the inferior, is a meer evasion ;
it sounds s if it were something, but really is nothing to our purpoese at altd for we
are not now upon metaphysical abstractions, but real individual substances, two actual
distinct orders, as they would have it, two distinct indelible characters imprinted on
mens souls by ordination, as A and B, which can never be truly affirmed one of the
other. A is not B, and B is not A, a man is not a horse, and a horse is not a man ; so
a hishop ordained only bishep is not a priest, nor a priest a bishop if they be distinct.
heretore I must believe them one and the same order, especially seeing the scrip-
ture applies the same name promiscuously to both; which is the second argument of-
their lentity to be one and the same,
VoL, viI, 2r
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Acts xx. St Paul sends to Ephesus to call the presbyters of that church unto him at
Miletum, and speaking to them he calls them all bishops (in our translation 'tis over-
seers) verse €8. So in his Epistle‘to the Phillippians, he directs to *“ all the saints,
with the bishops and deacons,” both in the plural number, so that by the word bishops,
we must needs understand presbyters ; for bishors, as we now la}ce t_he word, were
never many in one city. I pray observe also St Paul, Epistle to Titus i. 5. ¢ For this
causc left { thee in Crete——that thou should’st oidain elders in every city if any
be blameless—for a bishop must be blameless.” Is it not here evident, that an elder
and a bishop in St Paul's language is one and the same, otherwise there were no cohe-
rency at all in St Paul’s speech. If this be not cenvincing, beyond all possible evasion,
1 understand nothing of discourse. Other such places are obvious in scripture to every
one, 1 need mention no more; only I desire to inform the reader of a_passage to this
purpose in an epistle of Clemens to the Corinthians; this Clemens is mentioned in
scripture, and is he whom St Peter appointed his successor at Rome, and who was of
so great authority, that, as St Hierome tells us, this his epistle was read in churches.
Now, in this epistle, Clemens particularly sets forth the constitution of the church by
the apostles, and what ministers they ordained in the church; to wit, bishops and dea-
cons, he names no other, which seems to me as full an evidence as can be that there
were no other orders in the church in those days but those iwo: And yet we are suré
there were then presbytersin the church; for Peter and John call themselves presbyters,
and St Peter calls them presbyters to whom he wrote his epistle ; so that if there were
but two orders, to wit, bishops and deacons, presbyters must be one and the same
with bishops or with deacons; not with deacons, therefore one and the same with
bishops ; one order called by two names promiscuously in scripture, as hath been shew-
ed before. And I desire you to observe, that of those two names, presbyter and bishop,
if there be any dignity and eminency express'd in one more than the other, sure it is
in the name of presbyter, not bishop; because the aposties themselves, and the chief
of the apostles (as some would bave it who stand highest on their pantables) are in
scripture styled presbyters or elders, as the word in our English translation signifies,
but never bishops, as I remember. And therefore I cannot but wonder why that
haughty head of the papists should not assume to himself the title of his pretended
predecessor St Peter, grcsbytcr rather than bishop, unless it be by God’s providential
disposure to shew his blindness in this as well as in other things, and make him con-
fute himself by this name of bishop, which was never given to St Peter, no more than
St Peter gave unto him the headship of the church. As to the interpretations and
answers given to these and such like scripture expressions, sure I need not take any
pains to confute them ; for they are so weak as that Petavius, a late writer, and great
stickler for the superiority of episcopacy, durst not trust to them, nor would venture
his credit to make use of them, but found out a new and rare conceit, as he conceives,
that these presbyters mentioned in scripture, and called by both names, were all really
bishops, and that the apostles ordained them so, as most convenient for that time;
for the congregations of the faithful being small, there needed no priests under the
bishops to officiate, and yet there was need of a bishop in those small congregations,
because there were several things to be done which were not within the power and
capacity of presbyters to act, (as he supposes) viz. the laying on of hands, and con-
firming the faithful after baptism, the veiling of devoted women, the reconciling of
penitents, the ordaining deacons where there was need ; .and adds moreover several
impertinencies, as the making of chrysm, consecrating church-vessels, &. And Pe-
tavius mightily applauds himself in this conceit, as the only means to clear all diffi-
culties. Our Doctor Hammond also finding the usual interpretations of those places
of scripture above-mentioned too weak to sustain the arguments builded on them for
the unity of order, goes along after Petavius a great way in the fore-cited discourse
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(though not in the latter impertinencies,) and affirms that the presbyters then were all
bishops ; and so far I go with them, that all were presbyters, all bishops, because all
was one, and one was all, several names not several orders, as they would have it, and
this I humbly conceive firmly proved by my former argument of one ordination, where-
in two distinct orders could not be referred, so that still I require them to shew me
from scripture where these presbyter-bishops were twice ordained, else it cannot be
truly affirmed they were really and actually priests and bishops. As for that answer,
that though but one order was conferred, viz. episcopal, yet that being superior to the
priesthood, contains this virtually in it : First, you are to prove bishop to be superior to
presbyter, which I denﬁv, the apostles being crt’:culiar}y called presbyters. Secondly,
that one contains the other, I suppose is already confuted, and fully declared that it
cannot be ; and, as I mentioned before, you do in effect confess it yourselves by your
practice ; for if the superior order so contains the inferior as to enable a man thereby
to act all things belonging to the inferior, it is a very impertinent thing to ordain a
man, as you do, first a deacon, then a priest, then a bishop, when you design to con-
fer all upon him in the same day and hour.

And now I pray give me leave to examine a little Petavius’s rare conceits, which he
conceives will settle all former objections, and will meet with no new ones. He con-
fesses the presbyters of the apostles times were all of one order, viz. bishops, because
the pastors of each congregation might perform those several acts he mentions, which
a bare presbyter is not capable of. And why not capable of them? how doth he prove
this? He brings not one tittle of proof for this out of scripture, where there are good
proofs to the contrary. St Peter and St John, presbyters, could do all these and more ;
ergo, presbyters are capable of all. But saith he, “ the apostles were bishops also ;”
“ also” is impertinent, as signifying somewhat else; whereas I say and prove ’tis one and
the same order, only another name ; it lies upon him to prove this difference of orders ;
and how doth he prove it? because presbyters can’t do the acts of a bishop ; why this
is the thing in question ; and thus he runs round to prove this by that, and that by
this; and not one tittle out of scripture for either. I know full well of several canons
of councils made some at one time, some at another, the bishops reserved many things
to themselves, whereof most of them lmd been practised formerly by presbyters, and
the canons were made to prevent the like for the future ; for had there not been such
a practice, there had been no need of such canons, whereby they reserved these things
unto themselves; and for their own greatness would needs persuade the world that
presbyters were not capable of them. I grant, that, for decency and order in that sense,
some thing may be reserved to some, other things to other, to perform ; but that the
order of priesthood was not capable is even ridiculous, that the priesthood being capa-
ble to do the greatest things, should not be capable to do the least ; he can consecrate
the souls of men by baptism and the Lord’s su per, yet, forsooth, can’t consecrate their
oyl, and their cups, and their candlesticks, which we never heard the apostles did or
dream’d of, but are the fond dreams of doting men, just like the Pharisees washing
cups and platters after the doctrines of men. Really there needs no better confuta-
tion of their distinction and superiority of episcopal order, than the mean ridiculous
things which they ascribe unto their bishops, and debar presbyters of, which methinks
a presbyter should contemn were they offered him ; and therefore such arguments as
these are not worth the small pans I have taken about them.

I proceed to somewhat that scems a little better ; Petavius tells us, that the num-
ber of Christians encreasing, aud factions arising in the church, the apostles at length,
towdrds the end of their times, chose out of these presbyter-bishops, some chief men,
and placed them as governors over the rest, and reserved unto these principal men the
power of ordaining; thus far I freely consent, the scriptures declare it, and it seems
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most rational. And I humbly conceive these governors and ordainers were men of
great prudence and moderation, and probably had also that gift of the Holy Ghost; the
discerning of spirits and judging of men (a gift mentioned in scripture among others)
that none might be admitted into the priesthood but men of meek and peaceable
spirits. But now I would ask Petavius when these governing, ordaining bishops were
set over the rest of the presbyter-bishops, when Titus was first settled with this au-
thority in Crete, and when Timothy was thus placed at Ephesus, where we find before
were several preshyter-bishops, what became of them? were they un-bishop’d and
made simple presbyters? they must no more ordain nor govern, but be subject to Ti-
mothy and Titus. 1 am sure it was thought no small punishment in future ages, when
bishops were thus by decrees of council abased and cast down unto presbyter form,
and it was for somc notorious crimes. I pray what™ crime were all these presoyter-
bishops guilty of to be thus handled and tumbled down into a lower form ? truly
Petavius deals hardly with them, unless he can shew us their crimne. Or will he, in-
stead of accusing them excuse himself, and say they were not un-bishop’d or abased,
but only restrained from exercising that power their order was capable of, had they
been commissioned thereto. Truly I must commend Petavius if he will thus ingenu-
ously confess the truth, for I shall by and by fully declare that ’tis the diversity of
commission, and not of order, that enables men to act diversly, and that a bishop
without commission can do no more than a presbyter without commission ; and there-
fore I farther beg of Petavius, that, till he can prove the contrary, he would confess
them also to be all of one single order, called only by divers names, priest or bishop,
and one chosen out of the number, not the rest abased, but he exalted, with authority
to govern. This is the rational and common practice of all societies, corporations,
colleges, monasteries, conclave of cardinals, what not ; there is no new order supposed
in auny of these, but only a new election, and a new authority given, according to the
fundamental constitution of each society. The pope himself with his triple crown and
triple dominion over all patriarchs, arch-bishops, bishops, pretends to have no new
order of popeship, but only the new authority conferred by his election : why then
may not preshyters chosen to preside over the rest, without any new order, do the like ?
And for this very reason I conceive Justin Martyr uses the name of president always
for bishop; and St Cyprian also, a bishop himself, and most glorious martyr, he calls
himself and other bishops generally by the name of Preeposttus, .as if this were the
main distinction betwixt himself and his presbyters, that he was Prepositus only, one
of them placed with authority over them: no more, nor doth the name of bishop in
the original Greek signify any more than the overseer of the rest. And as for the
avoiding of heresies and factions, they thought it meet to settle some bishop, of great
soundness in faith and godliness of life, with authority to restrain and chastise dis-
orderly pastors. Just so, when whole nations were converted, and not only the pas-
tors but the bishops also (who had oversight of the pastors) encreased in number, then
for the same reason it was thought fit there should be an overseer of the bishops, and
be called an arch-bisbop ; when the arch-bishops were muitiplied, then another set
over them, and he calied a patriarch ; and at last one over the patriarchs, and he call-
ed Papa, Pope Catezochen, though Papa before was a name attributed to other bishops.
Now as pope, patriarch, archbishop, bishop, are all'one and the same order ; (papists
themselves grant this) so bishop, elder, presbyter, priest, all one and the same, only
one of these set over the rest, and he now particularly called Episcopus, that is, bishop’
Catezochen, because he oversees the overseers : but this last constitution only is apos-
tolical ; the other of arch-bishop, patriarch, pope, are merely human, not at all men-
tioned in scripture. ;

But now apothcr ob_;e_ction arises ; Petavius grants that all the elders which the
apostles ordained were bishops, and towards the end of the apostles days they set some

3
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eminent amongst them over the rest to govern and ordain elders in every city, as 1i-
mothy and Titus, and these elders in every city were bishops, and thus the apostles
left the church with bishops only and deacons, And this is evident by what I brought
before out of Clemens, who lived after the apostles days, and mentions only bishop,
and deacons left by the apostles. This being so, I desire to know who after the
apostles days began this new kind of ordination of preshyters or elders, not bishops;
the apostles ordained none such; who then? and by what authority was this new
order set up 7 the scripture mentions it not; when and by whom came it in? a very
bold undertaking without scripture or apostolical practice.

I will not hoast my conceit as Petavius doth his; only I wish the reader to consider
which is most tractable, most rational, or rather most scriptural, thereon I frame this
whole fabrick as the rock and only sure foundation; human brain is too weak to erect
and to support the fabrick of the church of God, which the Romanists have made a
very Babel with their human inventions and multiplied characters and orders; some
of them would have nine several holy orders in God’s church militant here on earth,
hecause there are nine several orders of ccelestial spirits in the church triumphant in
heaven. This is a castle of their own building.in the air, a rare foundation for God's
church. Others will have geven several orders and characters as seven gifts of the
Holy Ghost. Hath the Holy Ghost then but seven several gifts to confer on men *
St Paul, 1 Cor. xii. counts unto us nine; not as if these were all, but only for example
sake, to shew us that many and divers gifts are conferred on us by one and the same
spirit; and in the conclusion of the same chapter be mentions eight. These things
were uttered accidentally according to the occasion, not as limiting the gifts of the
Holy Ghost to any set number. But if you will farther look into their application of
these gifts of the Holy Ghost, and see to what kind of several orders they appropriate
them, it would make a man amazed to see sober learned men, cven that great wit and
scholar Aquinas, discourse in such wild manner; as, did youn but stand bebind a cur-
tain to hear and not to see them, you doubtless would conclude you heard some old
woman in the nursery telling her dreams to children, rather than divine doctors in
school. I will name but one or two of their orders. The porter of the church door
is one, and (he forsooth) hath a sacred character imprinted on his soul, and his gift is
the discerning of spirits, that he may judge who are fit to enter into God’s church,
who to be shut out. Another of their orders is that of 4coloth/, who are now (ancient-
ly they were quite another thing) certain boys carrying torches, and attending on the
hishop saying mass; these have their character also, and their %'ift of the Holy Ghost
is the interpretation of tongues, signified (no doubt on’t) by the light in their hands,
but understand no more of tongues than the stick of their torch. I will not weary
you with more of their absurdities.

Our- episcopal divines rejecting these chimerical fancies of orders and characters,
suppose it to be a certain faculty and power conferred by the laying on of hands for the
exercise of ministerial duties; and according to this purpose the superior order con-
tains the inferior, as the greater power contains in it the less : Thus episcopacy, being
the superior order, contains in it priesthood and deaconship ; these three are their sup-
posed distinct orders. They may suppose this if they please, and I may suppose the
conirary ; but I would gladly know on what scripture they ground this discousse,
that’s the thing I still require; and there we find no larger faculty or power given to
bishops, but rather to preshyters, as I have shewed, the apostles who had the greatest
power being stiled presbyters, not bishops. And when our bishops do ordain presby-
ters, do not they use the very same form of words which our Saviour used when he or-
dained the apostles ? “ Receive ye the Holy Ghost: whose sins ye forgive, they are
forgiven,” &c, Do they not then by the same words confer the same power? (for I
hope they use no equivocation, nor mental reservation) if the power be the same, the
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order is the same by their own tule..! Aguin, ilet us examine thejr own practice; do
they not require a man should be ordained first deacon, before he be ordained riest,
and priest before bishop? what needs this, if the superior contains the inferior? But in
scripture we find it otherwise. Timothy, who long officiated under St Paul as a presby-
ter, when he was left at Ephesus, and so when Titus was left at Crete, both to be
bishops, we fjnd no new ordination ; were this requisite, sure the scripture would have
given us at least some hint of it, but not one tittle there. But if the scripture be de-
fective in expressions, you will supply it by the expressions and practiceof the church
in the first succeeding ages. o

Before you go on, and take much pains to shew me this, give me leave to tell you
that 1 shall not easily recede from scripture in fundamentals, either of faith or church-
discipline ; in things indifferent of themselves, or in more welghty matters very d.oubt-
fully expressed in scripture, I shall always most readily submit to the interpretation of
the primitive and universal church, I require both primitive and uqursal; for I shew-
ed before, that in matters of faith there were some errors#very primitive, yet not con-
tinued by the universal church, but rejected in succeeding ages. And at the time of
the evangelical reformation by Luthes Melancthon, Calvin &c. I can shew some er-
rors generally received in most, if not in all the churchgs of Christendom, but neither
approved nor known by the Jarimitive church: Wherefore I require what you produce
should be both primitive and universal, and this to interpret some place of scripture
doubtful in itself, not plain. Now as to the business in hand, I cannot yield, that the
scripture is very doubtful in it, or scarce doubtful at all ; for though in scripture it is
not in terminis said, presbytery and episcopaciy]r are both one and the same order, yet
the same circumstantial expressions are (as I have shewed) so strong and many, that
they are equivalent to a clear expression in erminis. Secondly, This is not a matter
of any indifferency, but of vast and dangerous consequence,, if mistaken, That a
church without such bishops as you require cannot be truly called a church, and so
we shall exclude many godly reformed churches : For if bishops be of such a superior
distinct order as you pretend, if the power of ordination be inherent in them only,
then where no bishop no true priests ordained, where no priests no sacraments, where
no sacraments no church. Wherefore I humbly beseech you be not too positive in this
point, lest thereby you do not only condemn all the reformed churches, but the scrip-
ture and St Paul also; who tells us, That the scripture is sufficient to make us wise
unto salvation, both in matters of faith and works also, to instruct and thoroughly
furnish us to every good work : and will any deny this of ordination to be both a good
and necessary work, seeing that the powerful preaching the word and administration
of the sacraments depend upon it? Wherefore I dare not by any means suspect the
scripture defective in this weighty affair; yet, to shew you our willingness to hear all
things, let us hear what you can tell us from antiquity.

The first you bring is Epiphanius, three hundred years after the apostles, from
whom the main objection is drawn against the identity of order, and shot as a cannon
ball against us beyond all possible resistance, but you will find it to be a mere tennis-
ball. ~Epiphanius, making a catalogue of hereticks, puts in ZErius for one, who was
an Arian, and moreover held that bishops and priests were of one order, and of equal
dignity and authority, and that a preaEyter had power to ordain, confirm, and, in
short, to act any thing equal with a bishop. That he was an heretick is apparent,
being an Arian ; nay, I shall not scruple to yield unto you that he was an heretick
in this his assertion concerning episcopacy and presbytery, (as we now understand
them;) I say, the assertion contains heresy in one part but not in every part, viz.
That the bishop and other presbyters are of equal authority and power to act: This
may, in gome sense, be called heresy, for it is against: apustolical constitution de-
clared in scripture,, therefore an heresy ; and if you can shew me from scripture a8
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much against idengity of order, I shall brand him for an heretick in that also ; but
being sure there is no such thing in scripture, there can b.e no heresy in affirming
the identity. I fully agree with Tertullian, we can make no judgment de rebus fidei,
nisi ex literis fidei, of raatters of faith, but from the writings of faith, that is, the scrip-
ture, and therefore I shall never be pulled from this pillar of truth. The scripture is
our compleat rule of faith; no opinion is heretical and damnable which ds not against
that. Now, good teader, I pray take notice that Epiphanius was a very godly bisho
in the main, Sut yet a very cholerick man, as appears in that his fierce contest with
John, Bishop of Constantinople, and his bitter expressions therein, which I do not
mention in disparagement of this holy man, but only give the reader a caution to re-
member, that passionate men do sometimes censure more severely than there is cause:
Epiphanius being a bishop, and finding the authority and dignity of episcopacy much
disparaged by ZAirius being an Arian heretick, falls upon him sharply for this his opi-
nion also, wherein he was in part much to be condemned, as I freely confess’'d before,
but not in the very point new in question ; nor doth Epiphanius himself condemn
hira in this particular as an heretick, but only in the gross, to which I freely give my
vote. But you will tell me, that a man of a far milder temper, St Austin, doth also
enrol Erius ameng hereticksy I know it well, but I desire you to know that St Aus-
tin doth not lay this to his charge as an heresy, for he saith only thus : Zrius also was
an heretick, for he fell into the Arian heresy, and he added some opinions of his own;
then St Austin recounts several of bis opinions, whereof this was one, That he affirm-
ed there was no difference between a bishop and a presbyter; where, I pray you ob-
serve, St Austin gives us the reason why he ranks him with hereticks, viz. because
he fell into the Arian heresy ; then follows; And he added some opinions of his own :
St Anstin calls these opinions not heresies, for he doth not say he added more heresies
of his own. Secondly, I pray you observe, St Austin makes no mention of his affirm-
ing the identity of order, but only this, That there was no difference at all between
bishop and presbyter, wherein 1 will condemn Arius as well as you. But as for the
identity of order, ’tis well known that St Austin is noted by Medina, a papist writer,
and cthers, to incline to this opinion ; but for my part, I think the words quoted from
St Austin do not express any opinion one way or other to this purpose, but are only a
compliment to St Hierom, who was but a presbyter; yet in humility, St Austin being
a bishop, acknowledges him to be his superior in many things. But I desire you to
take notice of another very remarkable and most worthy passage of St Austin, who
tells us plainly that we are not to read him, or any other author ever so holy, or ever
s0 learned, with any obligation to submit to his or their opinions, unless they prove
their opinions by scripture, or convincing reasons. So then, had Zrius been declared
both by Epipbanius and St Austin also, to have beeq a heretick in this very particular
of identity of order, yet they bringing ne!ther scripture nor any reason at all, but
merely a ‘bare narrative of rius and his opinions, not so much as calling his opinion
in this particular, heresy, much less offering proofs for it; by St. Austin’s rule we may,
wgith rf;eat civility to them and great confidence in the truth, still affirm the identity
of order,

But how will I answer that objection taken out of St Hierom, who, say you, was
as great a leveller of bishops with priests as any (and therefore whatever comes from
him, you may be sure is extracted trom him by the powerfulness of undeniable truth)
yet he confesses that bis have the authority of ordination more than presbyters,
A man may smile to see this used as an argument for the ‘;:re-eminency of bishops,
which is directly against it : For St Hierom having discours’d of the quality and iden-
tity of presbyters and bishops, and having brought many arguments from scripture to
prove tLtbnhop and presbyter was only two names for one and the same oftice ; for
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a further confirmation hereof asks this question, I pray what doth a bishop do more
than a presbyter except ordination ? Plainly intimating themb{, that this could make
no such distinction of eminency in them above presbyters : I beseech you consider,
Do not presbyters perform offices of a higher nature than ordination? Presbyters are
ordainetr embassadors for Christ, to preach his holy gospel for the salvation of souls;
they are undeg Christ, mediators between God and the people to make intercession for
them ; they administer the sacrament of baptism, wherein the children of wrath are
regenerated and made the children of God, and heirs of eternal lifc ; yea, they admi-
nister the sacrament of the Lord’s supper also, the most transcendant act of religion
and chiristian dignity, whereby we are made partakers of the body and blood of Christ :
And what doth a bishop more than these except ordination? Which, being no sacra-
ment, sure is inferior in dignity to the other mentioned acts, and therefore cannot
elevate them to a higher degree. Judge now, I beseech you, whether this question
makes pro or con : Are not such questions always tending to disparagement? When
any man is boasting his power and authority, should I come and ask, What can you
do more than others, unless it be in this or that poor business not worth speaking of ?
Would he not take this as an affront ? Wherefore it cannot enter into my head, that
St Hierom intended by this question to express any superior order above the priest-
hood, but plainly the contrary, viz. That bishops, having no other power distinct from
priebts but ordination, this could be no argument for a distinct and superior order.
And now I desire my reader, if he understand Latin, to view the epistle of St Hierom
to Evagrius, and doubtless he will wonder to see men have the confidence to quote any
thing out of it for the distinction between episcopacy and presbytery, for the whole
epistle is to shew the identity of them. Before I chanced to read this epistle, as I was
of the erroneous opinion, that bishops were a distinct order, but so convinced by this
epistle, as I was forced to submit to a change: And I farther desire my reader to ob-
serve the various fate of St Hierom and /Erius: Arius is reviled as an heretick for af-
ﬁrmmg this identity of order; Hierom passes for a saint, and a great doctor of the
church, though he affirms the very same as fully as Zrius, or any man can do; and
therefore it may be my fate to be reviled as Arius was ; but our Saviour bids us rejoice
and be exceeding glad when we are reviled for his name’s sake, (or for his word’s sake,
sure all is one) for great is our reward ; and so I proceed.

But there hies yet a great ohjection made by our good Bishop Hall : he tells how
that Callathus, a presbyter of Alexandria, took upon him to ordain others; and that
afterwards, in a council of a undred bishops in Egypt, their ordination was declared null,
because ordained by a presbyter: From this and some other such instances, the bishop
would prove that the order of presbyters is not capable to ordain, therefore bishops are
a dis inct order. I am sorry so geod a man had no better a proof for his intended pur-
pose. Itsecms he quite forgot how that the famous council of Nice, consisting of above
three hundred, made a canon, wherein they declare, that if any bishop should ordain
any of the clergy belonging to another bishop’s diocese, without consent and leave had
of that bishop to whose diocese they did belong, their ordination should be null. You
see then the irregular ordination of a bishop is as null as the irregular ordination of a
presbyter; therefore the irregular bishop and the irregular presbyter are of the same
order, of the same authority, neither able to ordain. 1ls it not most evident by this,
that 'tis not their order but commission that makes them capable to ordain? sure an
irregular bishop is of the same order with the regular : Is the line of his diooese, like
a comjurer’s circle, within it he is a bishop, without it he is none; No, but within it
he hath commission given him to ordain, without it no commission, no nor to act in
h;s own dnocesp b.eyor.ld his commission, which is to ordain only the clergy of his own
diacese, and within his own diocese. Can any thing be plainer? Calluthus then be-
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ing but a presbyter, and under the jurisdiction of the Bishop of Alexandria; his taking
upon him to ordain presbyters was bighly irregular and insolent, and thereforc most
justly declared null. T desire the papistical school-divines, with their manifold inde-
Jible characters, to observe here, how easily the councils dash’d out the indelible cha-
racter of presbyter imprinted on the souls of these men irregularly ordained; they
made a clear rasure, not one tittle of it left. And could they so easily cancel the giit
of the Holy Ghost? I leave my school-men to find out how this rare feal was done ;
and I proceed to add a canon taken from a council at Antioch concerning Chore-
piscopi, much to our rurpose. ' . o

When the apostles had settled bishops in every city, with authority of ordaining
and governing the several churches or congregations within the circnits of those cities,
some were very large, and therefore in procgss of time, when more were converted to
the faith, and the congregations increased more in number, and at greater distance
than the bishop himself could well have the oversight of, the bishop chose some prin-
cipal men for his assistance, and, dividing a great circuit into several lesser circuits,
placed these men as overseers under him ; ang these were called Chorepiscopi, that is,
country bishops, and were much after the manner of our rural deans. Those Chore-
piscopi, country bishops, being thus settled in authority to govern the pastoral priests
in their circuits, took upon them to ordain more priests than occasion required, which
the chief hishops took very ill at their hands, as a great lessening to their supreme au-
thority ; and, to prevent it for the future, a canon was made in the council of Anti-
och, about the year 340, to forbid these country bishors to ordain any priests. Now
I pray you observe, these Chorepiscopi were either really o1dained in the order of the
ckief bishop ornot; if they were as full bishops as he, (as really they were) why
might they not ordain priests as well as her The chief bishop answers, becausc he
gave them no commlssion. Whereby you see that the power of ordaining priests was
annexed no more to bishops than to priests, unless the bishops received a new commis-
sion to ordain, as well as a new ordination. If it be answered, that these Chorepis-
cop. were mere priests sent forth to have inspection only over other priests, then I
pray observe, that these Chorepiscopi being mere priests, took upon them to ordain
other priests; which certainly had been madness fur them to do, had they then such
a belief of bishops as is now required. They might as well have undertaken to create
stars in the heavens : For if bishops only have received a divine power from Christ and
his apostles to ordain priests, he that hath not this divine power of ordination can no
more ordain a priest, than a man without the divine power of creation can create a
star, both are impossible in nature : from whence it must follow, that these country
bishops were directly mad in undertaking to ordain priests, having received no such
divine power from Christ, his apostles, or their successors: But if we take these
country bishops for sober godly persons in their right wits (as doubtless they were,
being selected for that office) they must needs believe that, being priests alone, they
had power to ordain other priests; and also believed, that the bishops, having made
them overseers and governors in their little circuis, they had also received thereby
commission to ordain as well as to govern, and were as little bishops under an arch-
bishop, for such really they were; so that I can’t in charity censure them so much as
of contumacy in taking upon them more than (they thought at least) they had com-
mission to act : I doubt not the chief bishop would be wary enough not to employ any
contumacious persons. I conclude then, first, that it was only a mere mistake, an easy
and pardonable mistake of their commission. Secopdly, that in those times it was not
thought an impossible thing for bare priests, no bishops, to ordain other priests, for
then certainly they would never have undertaken it. And I confess myself of their
“piniov, and can'’t but so continue till I see more reason to the contrary.

VoL, viI, ) 2qQ
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And T hope my reader will see what weak proofs are brought for this distinction and
superiority of order, no scripture, no primitive general council, no general consent
of primitive doctors and fathers, no not one primitive father of note speaking parti-
cularly and home to our purpose ; only a touch of Epiphanius and St Austia upon

* Arius, the Arian heretick, but not declared, no not by them, an he{etlck_m this
particular of épiscopacy ; so that [ myself declare more articularly against him than
these fathers do, accusing him of heresy in part of his affirnation concerning bishops,
though not in every part. o .

I shall conclude this business by giving my poor judgment drawn fro_m the prece-
ding arguments. I find in scripture that the priesthood is a holy order, into which no
man is to thrust himself unless he be called ; 1 do not find that deaconship hath an in-
ferior part in it, or episcopacy above it, but that it is compleat and entire in it self, and
that it may involve many administrations in one and the same order, and some-
times many in one and the same person. St John was an apostle, an evangelist, a pro-

het, a pastor, a teacher, an ordainer, (which we call bishop) all these gifts he had
Ey one and the same spirit, in one and the same priesthood.  Christ himself was of
this order, a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedeck, that is, both king and
priest, these were his offices ; he is called also the bishop of our souls: Was this in

Christ a distinct and superior office or order of his priesthood, who will presume
to affirm this 7 And Christ told his apostles, *“ as my Father sent me, so send I you;”
Christ therefore made them also kings and priests, as St John tells us, Rev. i
Our Saviour's kingdom was not of this world, no more was that of the apostles ; our
Saviour's office of priest and bishop was one and the same, so was that of the apostles ;
and they ordained and sent others, as Christ ordained and sent them; there was no
distinction or diversity of order in Christ and his apostles, no more was there in those
who were ordained and sent by the apostles, though there might be diversity of gifts
or administrations ; all were not evangelists nor prophets, some had the gift of tongues,
some of prophecy, some of miracles, some of discerning spirits ; and some such gift I
conceive they might have whom the apostles constituted superintendent overseers,
bishops over the rest, endued especially with the gift of discerning and judging of
men, and therefore fis to be entrusted with the ordaning of others, for which therc
needed no new order, but the enlargement only of their commission to ordain, to over-
see and govern those that were ordained. And these, as I said before, being settled
in this eminent manner over the rest, were called by that name in Greek which signi-
fies as much, and which we in English call bishop ; and by degrees this name was
wholly appropriate to them. In this order the apostles left the church at their death,
and in this order their successors continued it (as in duty sure they ougl‘lb) from time
to time near one thousand five hundred years without any interruption. Wherefore for
any to alter this way of government, or to take upon them to ordain, not being chosen
this way to it, they would be guilty of great rashness and high presumption; and I
thank God, I am as zealous for the preserving this primitive way as any man, yet I
cannot by any means consent to shem who would have episcopacy to be a distinct or-
der, for the reasons before given ; nor can I think the ordination of a priest made by
priests invalid, for though it ought not to be done, (but only of necessity) yet being
done 'tis valid, and certainly may without any crime be done by any priest, by ship-
wreck or any such chance cast into a country where there were none commissionated
to ordain ; in such a case he might and ought to ordain other fit persons for the ser-
vice of God and preaching of the gospel. For who can doubt but that the substance
is to be preferr'd before ceremony? And as St Paul approved of the preaching of
Christ out of envy rather than no preaching, so doubtless to ordain out ‘of order is
better than no ordination, and the church of Christ be deprived of preaching, pray-
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ing, and administring the sacraments, and all other pastoral duties; so great neces-
sity may well excuse any irregularity : Yet where order can possibly be observed, it
ought to be, for God 1s the God of order: Wherefore he that wilfully transgresses
against order, transgresses against God, and shall “ receive to himself damnation :” for,
if to resist the ordinance of man only in human and temporal things be damnation,
much more is it to resist an apostolick ordinance in things spiritual and divine.

Concerning Deacons.

Having thus stated and united the two pretended distinct orders of episcopacy and
]‘J{esbytery, I now proceed to the third pretended spiritual order, that of deaconship.

“hether this of deaconship be properly to be called an order or an office 1 will not
dispute, but certainly no spiritual order, for their office was to serve tables, as the
scripture phrases it, which in plain English is nothing else but overseers of the poor,
to distribute justly and discreetly the alms of the faithful; which the apostles would
not trouble themselves withall, lest it should hinder them in the ministration of
the word and prayer. But as most matters of this world, in process of time, deflect
much from the original constitution, so it fell out in this business; for the bishops,
who pretended to be successors to the apostles, by little and little took to themselves
the dispensation of alms, first by way of inspection over the deacons, but at length
the total management, and the deacons, who were mere lay-ofticers, by degrees crept
into the church ministration, and became a reputed spiritual order, and a necessary
degree and step to the priesthood, of which I can find nothing in scripture and the ori-
giual institution, not a word relating to any thing but the ordering of alms for the
poor. And the first I find of their officiating in spiritual matters, is in Justin Martyr,
who lived in the second century. He relates, that when the bishop had consecrated
the bread and wine for the Lord’s Supper, the deacons took it from him and delivered
it to the lay-communicants there present, and carried it also to the faithful that were
absent, hindred, 1 guess, from coming by sickness, or some other good excusing cause.
In the beginning, when the congregations of the faithful were small, the bishop him-
self delivered the communion to them, but at length encreasing to great numbers, it
would have taken too much of their time for the bishop to have delivered it to the
whole congregation, so the deacons were made use of as fit persons for this matter;
for in those days there was always a communion in the assemblies on the Lord’s-day,
and the laity that day brought their alms and presents with them, which were delivered
unto the deacons to dispose of to the poor by the bishops direction, and therefore the
deacons receiving from their hands their charitable benevolence, were thought the
fittest to return again to their hands the consecrated mysteries being part of their
offerings. But ’tis evident this was not yet come to be the general practice of all
f:hurches, but only in Greece, where Justin Martyr lived ; for Tertullian, who lived
n Africk some years after Justin, declares that the cuslom there was to receive the
blessed sacrament from the hands of the bishop only, whom he calls the president, that
is, whosoever was chief in the assembly whether bishop or presbyter : Eut yet I con-
fess that this custom of the deacons delivering the blessed sacrament, or at least one
part of it, viz. the chalice, by degrees became the custom in most churches in after
ages; and 80 passing from one thing to another, in time they came to administer the
sacrament of baptism, and at last to the ministration of the word, the business which
the apostles peculiarly reserved to themselves, and which the bishops also for a long
time reaervec? so entirely to themselves as it was thought a great insolence for a{}y. even
for the preshyters, to take upon them to preach in presence of the bishop. Valerius,
Bishop of Hippo (as Possidius relates) was sharply rebiuked by his fellow bishops for
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suffering St Austin, then but a presbyter, to preach before him. I know sometimes it
was suffered also in other churches, but very rarely, where the bishop himself was of
weak abilities for the work, and had some presbyters under him very eminent. And
50 it was with Rishop Valerius and St Austin, a person of great note in those days.
And thus you see in process of time how strangely things alter from their original insti-
tution, the bishops omit preaching and become servants of tables, and the deacons
tfrom serving of tables step up into the_p_ulpit and became preachers. But Petavius
takes upon him to prove deaconship a spiritual order, aud brings us a more early au-
thor for it than Justin, that noble martyr, mentioned before [gnatius ; who, ir his
Lpistle ad Tralli, calls deacons (as Petavius conceives) ministers of the mysteries of’
Christ. Here I find that, which I often lament, learned men to go on in a track one
atter another, and some through inadvertancy, some through partiality, take many pas-
sages of ancient authors quite different from their meaning, as here, all following the
first erroneous intespreter of Ignatius. Whoever first translated this epistle of Ignatius,
sure this fancy of deacons run much in his head, otherwise he could never have found
them here, for 'tis evident the word diaconus in this place relates to the presbytery
newly before mentioned, telling the people they ought to be obedient to the presbyters
as to the apostles of Christ ; (then follows) “ You must therefore please them in all
things, being ministers in the mysteries of Christ.” Mark, I beseech you, * you must
therefore ;” is not “ thercfore” a particle relating to what went before, viz. to the presby-
ters, otherwise the speech is very absurd., Should I say, presbyters are as the apostles
of Christ, therefore you must in all things please the deacons, were it sense ? No, but
just, Deus in calo, ergo baculus in angulo ; but to say the presbyters are as the apos-
tles, therefore you must please them in all things, being the ministers of the mysteries
of Christ, as the apostles were; this is very good coherent sense: And so run the
words of Ignatius; Eut the weak interpreter mistaking the word diaconus, ran into this
error, and many learned men without any consideration have run after him. 1 grant
the word diaconus is often set for deacons specifically distinguished from presbyters;
but ’tis very often set for all ministers in general, apostles, bishops, presbyters, as
you find frequently in scripture. St Paul in one epistle, viz. 2 Cor. twice stiles him-
self and other apostles-diaconous. And I do the more wonder at the interpreter’s mis-
take in this place, because by the following words Ignatius here excludes the specifi-
cal deacons, saying, ‘ not the ministers of meats and drinks.” Now we know the
specifical deacons were ministers of meats and drinks to the poor; it was their proper
work, for this very end they were chosen and for no other, as appears evidently in the
Acts ; and therefore Ignatius saying, ‘“ not the ministers of meats and drinks,” direct-
ly excludes such deacons, and the word diaconus must necessarily be taken in the lar-
ger sense, and relate to the presbyters before mentioned, therefore please them in all
things, being the ministers of the mysteries of Christ, not of meats and drinks for the
poor. Whoever understands the Greek, and will see, must needs see the truth of what
I affirm. But Petavius, intoxicated with this spiritual order of deaconship, turns all
this round quite another way, according to the working of his fancy. Ancr so he doth
some places of scripture as little to his purpose as this. He tells us out of the Acts, that
Philip and Stephen, both deacons, were preachers of the word, thatisa spiritual work,
therefore belongs to a spiritual order. 1 would gladly know who informed Petavius
that Philip, who preached to the cunuch, and afterwards went about preaching to
others, was Philip the deacon, and not rather Philip the apostle, as seems to me far
more probable ; for Philip the deacon was by his office to reside at Jerusalem and take
care of the poor ; thither the alms of the faithful were sent to relieve the saints atJeru-
salem. But you farther urge, surely Stephen was a deacon ; and let Philip also, if you
please, it signifies little to the purpose. Sure, I can shew out of scripture, preachers
12
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that were in no spiritual order, neither presbyters, nor deacons neither, as Aquila, and
Priscilla his wife too, and Apollo likewise, to whom they both preached and instructed
him more fully ; sure they did not ordain Apollo a deacon, nor can I believe any of
the apostles ordained him deacon, and sent him forth to preach before he was well
catechised in the word ; he was not so much as baptized in Christ, but knew only the
baptism of John ; if not baptised, surely not ordained deacon, yet he prevailed, and
mightily convinced the Jews. It is in reason strange, though in practice common, to
see how men wedded to an'opinion, think whatever they read speaks to that, so fatherg,
doctors, all clink as they think. In the primitive time, all, both men and women, did
preach the gospel, taken in a large sense, as St Peter calls *“ Noah a preacher of righte-
ousness,” that 1s, they endeavoured to instruct all they conversed with in the faith of
Christ and godliness, for which mauy, both men and women, suffered martyrdom.
Wherefore, though Philip the deacon and Stepben preach the gospel, it signifies no-
thing to the spirituality of the deaconship, seeing that thousands of lay-men and women
also did the like. And so the apostles laying their hands on those chosen to be dea-
cons, signifies as little to this purpose. Do not we find that Paul laid his hands on the
converted disciples at Ephesus, and they received the Holy Ghost, and prophesied, yet
none of them ordained either presbyter or deacon. And sometimes the apostles laid
their hands on those that were already ordained, both presbyters and apostles also, as
on Barnabas and Pau!, when they were sent forth to preach. This laying on hands
was a ceremony used on several occasions, I need not mention more, they are obvious
to any that read the scripture. ’'Tis evident then from scripture, that the first insti-
tution of deacons was a mere lay-office, 1 will not say a prophane office (as some too
grossly and irreverently have termed it) but a pious and honourable office in the church
of God, to serve tables, to take care of God’s poor ; but (as I bave shewed) in process
of time it became quite another thing, and so different from the original institution,
as it made Chrysostom, and divers other great and good men, doubt whether the
apostles did not constitute two sorts of deacons, some for this lay-office, some for spi-
ritual offices : Had Chrysostom consulted only scripture, he would never have doubted
nor dreamed of two sorts of deacons, there being no mention at all but of one; but
he seeing the practice of the church (which he was unwilling to condemn) so different
from that one apostolical institution of deacons ; this so confounded the good man
that he knew not well what to make of it, and, willing to piece scripture and the pre-
sent practice together, to put a new patch upon an old garment, made the rent the
wider, rending the deaconship in two pieces, which of old was but one, only to serve
tables; which office he that used well purchased to himself a good degree, a good
esteem, and so it might be a recommendation to the degree of priesthood, though no
necessary step to it. And so we find that holy deacon and most renowned martyr St
Lawrence was made a priest, but continued afterwards in that same oftice of deacon
urto death, which he suffered in a most cruel manner, laid on a gridiron over coals,
rather than he would give up the treasury of the church and alms to the poor, to the
covetous cruel tyrant. This holy deacon Petavius brings to prove, that deacons, by
virtue of that order only, did minister in holy things, telling us that St Ambrose men-
tions how he did distribute, in the Lord’s Supper, the blood of Christ, to the communi-
cants under bishop Xistus. Whereas St Ambrose tells us how he consecrated the blood
of Christ, which plainly shews how untruly Petavius deals with us, and that St Law-
Tence was a priest, not a bare deacon ; for neither Petavius, nor ever any other, allow-
ed deacons the consecration of these sacred mysteries. Wherefore, seeing the scripture
allows deacons, as deacons, no more than serving of tables for the poor, whatever else
Ministration is allowed them is by human authority, not divine, and their office or or-
der, whigh you please to call it, being about tempegral things, must be temporal not
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spiritual.  And so I lcave them to their proper office of serving tables, not finding in
scripture any thing more belonging to them.

Concerning Confirmation.

Confirmation, or some such thing, is so necessary, that, for want of due execution
thereof, persons extremely unfit are admitted to the holy table of the Lord's Supper.
T fear a quarter of the communicaunts of this nation do not sufficiently understand the
true meaning of these holy mysteries, the due preparation for them, the benefits, the
damages, in worthily or unworthily receiving them : This I aﬂirlq upon experience,
having, by way of discourse, questioned many both of low and high degree, where
one would little expect such ignorance, And by reason of this gross ignorance in due
preparing and conscientious receiving, this _blcssed cordial and med_lcme of the soul
(of power in itself to cure all our diseases if rightly applied) is turned into our destruc-
tion and damnation of the soul. For this holy sacrament rightly apprehended, would
strike a terror into the soul and a dread of sin, but men receiving it without any regard
into their sinful souls, the beams of grace which this sun of righteousness brings with
it, harden their dirty hearts, and make them afterwards unsensible of any horrid abomi-
nation whatsoever. And all this is occasioned by the want of some fit persou of au-
thority to examine youth of all degrees, ever so high or ever so low, before they are
admitted to the Lord’s table. For there being many poor ignorant curates, many un-
conscientious careless ministers, many overawed by the superior quality of their parish-
ioncrs, some cannot, some will not, some dare not, search into the requisite abilities of
persons to be admitted. All which was prevented in the primitive times of Christiani-
ty, when able and holy bishops were elected, and therefore reverenced and obeyed in
all spiritual matters by the greatest as well as by the least. These diligently and pub-
lickly before the congregation, at set times of the year, chiefly at Easter, examined
all those who had been converted to the faith from infidelity that year, and all those
who, baptised in the faith, desired admittance to the Lord’s table; and upon appro-
bation and confirmation of the bishop, fit persons only were publicly baptized by him,
and at the church door, as soon as churches were built, where the baptistry was placed,
and then brought into the church and admitted to the Lord’s table: And no inferior
minister did either baptize or administer the holy communion, unless it were by the
bishep’s order on urgent occasions.  These things are very well known to the learn-
ed who are conversant in Ignatius's epistles, Justin Martyr, Tertullian, Cyprian, and
other succeeding writers. And, in short, nothing was done of gny moment, as is plain
in Ignatius, but by the bishop's directions. But at length the number of Christians
groving great, and multitudes of children daily born, and an opinion growing up
also that it was absolutely necessary for the salvation of children not only to be %ap-
tized, but also to receive the holy communion before death, it was impossible for the
bishop to be at hand to perform all, or to give particular order for all : necessity forced
every priest in his cure to perform these offices. Yet, in process of time, the.opinion
of the necessity for children to receive the holy communion before death declining,
and few or none admitted till the age of discretion, and the necessity of baptism for
children still continuing, the bishops suffered still all ministers to baptize, but resu-
med to themselves again the power of confirming and licensing youth to the holy com-
munion. And bishops only for a long time executing this office, it grew by degrees
into an opinion that bishops only were capable to do it, and that confirmation was a
sacrament, and such a sacrament as inferior priests, supposed then also to be of an in-

ALerior order, were not to meddle with., What errors will men, yea learned men, car-
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ried along with a crowd, slide into, not willing to stand in opposition with a multi-
tude, especially when countenanced by the bishop their superior. And then succced-
ing learned men havir:ig in their infancy sucked in tl-lc error, continue it in their riper
learned years, and endeavour to defend it as a certain truth, and at last it passeth for
an article of faith necessary to be believed. Thus have I laid out before you the true
state and progress of this business of confirmation.

Now, I pray, consider first, suppose confirination to be a sacrament, and to be ad-
ministred by the bishop only, and none to be admitted to the Lord’s table till confirm-
ed, how is it possible for a bishop of so large a diocese as some of ours are (some ex-
tended three or fourscore miles, many forty or fifty) personally to confirm half the
youth in a diocese, if he duly examine each one, as is most fit and necessary ? We
sec how this is performed in their triennial visitations ; not a quarter of those who are
admitted ever come to the bishop, and yet the crowd is great : What is then done to
those that come ? They are asked by the bishop, whether they believe and will per-
form those things their godfathers and godmothers affirmed and promised for them at
their baptism ? they answer yes, and so are confirmed : But what those things are,
whether they understand and can give a good account of thoserthings, nota word of
this. Oh but the curate, who presents those children to the bishop, assures him that
they are fully instructed for it; this is the thing we complain of and desire to be re-
dressed, that it may not be left to the discretion and care of every curate, seeing what.
pitiful creatures are by them admitted. And do we not see sometimes (the curate de-
siring to please the fond mother) children confirmed so young as cannot, without a
miracle, be of a capacity to understand those divine mysteries ? Besides, it may often
happen that a pious child well fitted for the holy sacrament, and perchance being weak,
earnestly desires it before his death, yet must stay some years ’till next visitation, or
take a long journey to the bishop, for which he may want strength or means to sup-
port him. - But in the primitive times the bishop confirmed every year; their diocess
also was very narrow, so that access to him was quick and easy, and the work was as
easy to the bishop, yea and easy also to their inferior curate, to instruct and prepare
them ; for parents and masters did then, according to their bounden duty (the great
neglect whereof in these days will find sore punishment at the last day,) made it their
chl@cf care to instruct their servants and children from their infancy in the principles of
religion.

You see how impossible it is for a bishop in a large diocess and triennial visitation
to perform this necessary work as it ought; and therefore, in the second place, consi-
der how necessary it is for the bishop to appoint some discreet conscientious ministers (as
our dean rurals should i) in several circuits, to examine and license to the Lord’s table :
For I pass it as granted, that confirmation is no sacrament, and if it were, why may not
priests, not bishops, performn it ? Certainly there is not one word in scripture forbidding
1, or any colourable pretence against it, nor can I discover the least ground of reason
to forbid it ; inferior ministers performing other offices superior to it, and certainly equal
to it, though it were a sacrament, which our church denies. There is nothing in the
world can be pretended, but that in the beginning bishops did only perform it. To this
I auswer, that from the very beginning there were no other priests but bishops, as I have
shewed you, and then bishops did all other ministerial duties, preach, pray, baptize,
Catechise ; and in succeeding ages, when there were several inferior priests, not bishops,
all but confirming was ever transmitted to them ; and to deacons aan preaching, pay-
Ing, and baptizing, nay baptizing tolerated in necessity to midwives, (I would gladly sce
any such thing in antiquity) and shall confirming, the meanest of all these, be denicd
Priests ? You will tell me there have been decrees in some councils to forbid it: And
will you be bound up to all the decrees of councils, without scripture or any reason for
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them ? If once we leave scripture, and hearken to the doctrine of men, ever so holy,
ever so learned, ever so primitive, we shall soon be wheedled into the papists religion,
and many other errors which the papists themselves now rcject, as 1 have declared at
large before ; and therefore I forbear saying more now to this purpose, but proceed
to a third consideration, What will be the best means to prepare youth for the receiv-
ing the holy communion in every cure, and then preseat them to such as are appoint-
ed to license them ? L

In the first place, I humbly conceive it will be necessary to add unto the catechism
a short and plain paraphrase upon every sentence in the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and
Ten Commandinents, and particularly to explain every unusual hard word therein ; for
those general questions at the end of them do not so sufficiently open the understahd-
ings of the weaker or duller youth, as that they know how to apply those generals to
each particular sentence ; but many youths, who can most readily say the catechism to
a tittle, yet understand many words no more than if they were Greek, and scarce are
able to givcl?rou the meaning of any sentence in their own words : And although they
have all perfectly by heart, as we say, yet have very little in their heads and under-
standings ; and so a parrot may be well nigh as capable of the Lord’s Supper as some
of those.

In the next place, I must tell you, that I fear as much ministers of the best parts
as those of the meanest for this necessary work of catechizing, lest both have the same
effect, though they act extreamly different, the one talk non-sense, the other above
common-sense, both of them confounding the brains of the poor youths, who under-
stand neither of them. I have heard some learned ministers call the youth together,
ask a few Catechism questions, which the boys answering readily, are commended and
dismissed : And then begins this learned man a profound lecture, shaped according
to his own large dimensions, at which both boys and men also for the most part gaze
as at a prodigious monster of learning ; and perchance some of them say to themselves
the same that Festus said to St Paul, “‘The man is besides himself, much learning hath
made him mad.” Sure he doth not know where he is, not in an university school of
divinity, but in an assembly of weak and silly youth (who must ¢ be fed with milk,
and are not capable of strong meat,”) where it were better for him, with St Paul, * to
speak five words with his understanding, that by his voice he may teach others also,
than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue,” or in such English as they under-
stand no more than an unknown tongue. I humbly beseech these men to attend to
the form and phrase of the gospel, and mark what kind of matter and language the di-
vine oracle used in preaching it, even to the learned Scribes and Pharisees, and to learn
of him who was “lowly in heart, and came not to seek his owm glory but the glory of
Him that sent him.” I desire them also to read the latter end of the first chapter of
1 Cor. and the beginning of the second, and learn from thence to speak the wisdom
of God in the weak and foolish way of preaching, to instruct and gain the weak and
foolish, yet wise unto God. Really no man that hath not made some experience can
believe how strangely weak and dull thousands both of boys and men also are in appre-
hending spiritual matters: So that a man had need to study much how to fit their
weak heads with a suitable discourse, and hath as much need of great®patience also to
repeat every thing again and again, and even beat it into their heads. I have observed,
that Plato’s manner of many short and plain questions and answers to effect much;
and likewise familiar similitudes from things within their own occupation and know-
ledge. And now, toencourage them to this toilsome work, I beseech them t8 consider
that the souls of these weak simple ones cost our Saviour as dear as those of the philo-
sophers, and ave as dear to him, yea it seems dearer, seeing St Paul tells us in the
place before cited, that he calls more of them to salvation; and therefore they ought



Ecclesiastical Tracts. 813

to be as dear to our Saviour’s ministers, and to be chiefly called and sought by them ;
and then they shall be sure to have their reward from this our lowly Saviour.

In the last place, I conceive it necessary to consider, what course may be taken 10
bring all to catechising : For I have heard some pious ministers much complain, that
they have used their utmost endeavours, yet cannot effect it; and it can never be ex-
pected, that many of the youth will come, unless compelled by parents and masters ;
of whom many are so careless, many so covetous, as they think every hour lost, which
is not spent on their worldly affairs ; so that the parents and masters need compulsion
as well as their children and servants. And, considering how this necessary work of
catechising hath been neglected for many years past, it is much to be feared that the
aged need it as much as the youth. But would parents and masters well consider the
great advantages that would accrue to them, even in their worldly concerns, they would
be very zealous to come themselves, and both see and hear their youth catechised, and
bred up in piety and godliness ; the want whereof hath bred that great undutifulness in
children, that sloth and falseness of servants, which we sadly behold in this degene-
rated age. And let me meuntion once again the strict account parents and masters
must give to God for so great neglect to those committed to_their charge. Where-
fore, unless some fitter expedient can be found, I humbly conceive it would have some
cffect, if such careless parents and masters were not admitted themselves to the holy
communion, who were faulty in this kind : For though many of them are not very
zealous of the holy communion, could easily pass it by, yet for reputation sake they
would not easily incur the being rejected ; and doubtless many of them would be mo-
ved thereby, and the example of some would be followed by others, and so by degrees
the number would increase: And when catechising by this means begins to grow in
fashion, it would quickly be taken up by all. God be merciful to us, that rehigion in
many is chiefly for fashion sake ! yet I hope, by God’s assisting grace, religion, begin-
ning though but in fashion, would end at last in true devotion, at least in many, if
net in all. However it is good that God should publickly be glorified, the publick
avolid speed the better for it, though the private hypocrites suffer punishment in the
end. God in his mercy turn their hearts that they may escape.

Of Church Government.

My last particular which remains yet to be handled, is that of the authority of bi-
shops to govern as well as to ordain. And, in the first place, who can but wonder to
see men so zealous in agsuming to themselves the sole power of ordination, so much
neglect, and even whoily abandon the power of the keys, that of excommunication,
s0 high and so dreadful; which, though by great abuse in latter times is made very
contemptible, yet in the original institution and primitive practice was very terrible:
A power to deliver men over unto Satan, that prince of darkness, to take full posses-
sioL of their souls, and sometimes of their bodies also, both being sentenced thereby
to the everlasting flames of hell ; and likewise a power to release penitent souls from
the chains of edarkness and slavery of the devil, and restore them to the glorious li-
berty of the sons of God, whereby they are made heirs of the kingdom of Heaven.
If there be any thing under Heaven fit to stir up the ambition of mortal men, yea an
ambition, in angels themselves, sure this is it. ho can forgive sins but God alone ?
said the dews to our Saviour Christ, swelling with indignation against him for this,
though they had seen many divine miracles wrought by %im, yet this is so peculiar, so
transcendent a divine act, as not to be offered at by any but the great God Jehovah
himself, But blessed for ever be this great and gracious God, who, by his eternal Son
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Clirist Jesus, hath given this power unto men. As his heavenly Father sent him with
this power, so senl he his aposties with this power, saying unto them, Whosoever
sins ye remit they are remitted unto them, and whosocver sins ye retain they are re-
tained :" Wherefore, if there be any thing in the office of a bishop to be stood upon
aud challevged peculiar to themsclves, certainly it should be this; yet thisis in a man-
ner quite relinquished unto their chancellors, laymen, who bave no more capacity to
senteuce or absolve a sinner, than to dissolve the heavens and earth, and make a new
heaven and a new earth, and this pretended power of chancellors is sometimes pur-
chased with a sum of money,—their money perish with them ! Good God ! what a hor-
rid abuse is this of the divine authority ! But this notorious transgressionss excused,
as they think, by this, that a minister called the bishop’s surrogate, but is indeed the
chancellor’s servant, chosen, call'd, and placed there by him, to be his crier in the
court, no better, that, when he halh examiued, heard and sentenced the cause, then
the minister Sforsooth) pronounces the sentence. Just as a rector of a parish church
should exclude any of his congregation, and lock him out of the church, then comed
the clerk, shews and gingles the keys, that all may take notice that he is excluded.
And by this his authority the chancellor takes upon him to sentence not only laymen,
but clergymen also bréBght into his court for any delinquency, and in the court of the
arches there they sentence even bishops themselves. This is a common practice in
later ages, but in St Ambrose’s time so great a wonder, as with amazement crieth
out against the emperor Valentinian, when he took upon him to judge in such cases,
saying, “ When was it ever heard of since the beginning of the world, that laymen
should judge of spirituals ?” (he means in spiritual things, not in temporal things, which,
by the laws of God and man, belongs to the lay-magistrate). This was that Ambrose of
whom the other great emperor, as good as great Theodosius, father to this Valentinian,
affirmed, Ambrose only knew how to act the bishop, and with all Christian humility
this great emperor submitted 10 the sentence of this godly bishop, denying him en-
trance into the church for the cruelty acted by his soldicrs at Thessalonica by his com-
mand; and upon his great repentance and pennance performed six months together,
and after publick confession in the church, was again absolved and joyfully received in-
to the church. Oh my great and reverend fathers of the church the hishops, whom
Chirist hath cleaved to his high dignity, whom he hath made kings and princes, whom
he called to sit with him on his throne, there to give sentence of eternal life or eter-
nal death, can you so tamely part with this prime flower of your crown, yea the very
apex of it, and suffer the lay-members of the church to usurp this divine authority ?
Or how can you answer it to the chief bishop of our souls, if any one soul, by the ill
management of the chancellors, should certainly perish ? shall not his blood be requi-
sed at your hands ? But perchance some of you will answer, ’tis no fault of yours, but
of your predecessors, who gave such patents unto them, as by virtue théreof they ex-
crcise this power, will ye nill ye. ’Tis too true, and I remember, when the bishop of
Wells, hearing of a cause corruptly managed, and coming into the court to rectify
it, the chancellor, Dr Duke, fairly and mannerly bid him be gone, for he had no
powiyr there to act any thing, and therewithall pulls out his patent sealed by the bi-
shop’s predecessor, which, like Perseus’s shield with the Gorgon’s head, fighted the poor
bishop out of the court. Where are you parliament-men, you great sons of the church
50 zealous for episcopal government, yet suffer this principal part of it to.be thus alie-
nated and usurped by lay-men? If an unordiined person take upon him to pray or

reach, with what outcries and severe laws, and with great reason also, yogfall upon
him ; but if an unordained person take upon him to judge, sentence, and excommu-
nmicate bishops themselves, you calmly pass it over, take no notice of it. You will
answer me, the bishops themselves pass it over, yea and pass it away from themselves
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and their successors for to gratify their kinsmen, or their friends, or perchance for
worse, why then should you stir in it ? Truly in this you have reason, aund the blame
must wholly light on them who do not use all possible endeavour, and implorc your
assistance also, to rectify this great abuse, which subverts the main pillar of the church
government ; thisis no ceremonial matter, but the very substance of it,—they strain at
ats and swallow camels. For chancellors to intermeddle in probyps of wills, pay-
ment of tythes, or any other temporal matters, there is no scripture nor reason to
condemn, but rather to condemn Eishops, should they interpose in such matters for
which they have no commission from scripture, but rather a prohibition from that say-
ing of oursaviour, “ Man, who made me a judge or a divider over you ?” But then it
will be necessary that chancellors have also power of temporal punishments, and not
rophane that high and holy ll)owcr in sordid curthl.y things ; certainly a greater pro-
haiation than to convert a church into a chandler’s shop ; the church is a bulk of
earthly materials, and holy only by dedication ; the power of its keys is in its nature
and original constitution spiritual and divine : If Uzza, being no Levite, suffered death
for laying hold on the sacred ark of God to support and hold it up, what shall he suf-
fer who, being no consecrated person, lays hold on the sacred authority of God to
ull it down from heaven to earth ? Let them consider. .
But let not the civilians for this account me an enemy to their profession, which no
man honours more, and I heartily wish much more of our civil matters were com-
mitted to their management and judicature. The civil law is that whereby most of
the civilized world is govern'd, and if we will have commerce with them, 'tis fit we
should be able civilians to deal with them, which will never be unless they have profit-
able and honourable places to encourage them for it ; all that 1 beg of them is, that
they would contain themselves within their own sphere of activity, and not intrude
into spiritual and sacred matters committed by Christ and his apostles to the priest-
hood. And so I beg of priests, that they would not intermeddle in lay and temporal
offices. In thetimeof popery, when spiritual and temporal affairs were all intermingled
and horribly confounded, as the pope took upon him secular and imperial authority,
directly contrary to the word and constitutions of Christ, so the bishops and priests un-
der him interaneddled in all secular affairs and offices, and in this nation bishops were
frequently lord-keepers, treasurers, chief justices, vice-roys, what not? which is
strangely unapostolical and unlawful, their vocation being wholly spiritual, as men
chosen out of the world should have no more to do with it, than of were necessity
for food and raiment. Wherefore to take upon them any lay-office, which must needs
take them off much from the ministry of the word and prayer, is doubtless very sin-
ful; Yor, Acts vi. we find the apostles gave themselves continually to these, and would
not endure to have these interrupted by that charitable office of taking care for the
poor; certainly then they would have much less endured, yca, abominated to be ta-
ken off by temporal and worldly offices. And on this occasion let me speak a woid to
Lnose of the inferior clergy, who take upon them to study and practise physick for hire;
this must needs be likewise sinful, as taking them off from their spiritual employment ;
had they studied physick before they entered holy orders, and would after make use of
their skill amqng their poor neighbours out of charity, this were commendable, but
being entered on a spiritual and pastoral charge, which requires the whole man, and
more ; to spend their time in this, or any other study not spintual, is contrary to their
vocation, and consequently sinful, and to do it for gain is sordid, and wmwoithy ther
Ligh andgholy calling. But necessitas cogit ad turpia, the maintenance of many minis-
ters is so small, as it forces them, even tor food and raimeunt, to seek 1t by other employ-
meut, which may in sorue measpre excuse them, but mightily condemu those who
should provide better for them : Whether this belongs not to king and parliament, 1



