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state. Therefore, hefore. you resolve upon it, I pray. you call to your-comsidérations
these two things: First, Whether King Richard be ;uﬂ'{;en-tly deposed or no ? Second-
ly, Whether king Henry be, with good Judgment of justice, chosen in his place ? :For
the first point, we are first to examine whether a king, being lawfully and fully instituted
by any just title, may, - upon iinputation, either of negligence or of tyranny, he depo-
sed by his subjects : ‘Secondlv, what King Richard hath omitted in the one, or com-
mitted in the other, for which he slmultﬁg -deserve 80 heavy judgment. I will not
speak what may be done in a popular state, or in a consular ; in which, although one
beateth the name and honour of a prince, yet he hath not supreme powerof. majesty ;
but in:the one, the people have the highest empire; in the other, the nobility and
chief men of estate ; 1n neither, the prince.  Of the first sort, was the common-weaith
of the Lacedemonians, who, after the form of government which Lyocurgus framed,
oftentimes fined, oftentimes fettered their kings, and sometimes condemned them to
death : such were also, in Cesar’s time, the petty kings of France, who were many
times arraigued upon life and death ; and, (as Ambiorx, prince of the Leodienses,
confessed) had no greater power over the people than the people had over them. Of
the second condition were the Roman emperors at first ; of whom some, namely, Nero
and Maximinus, were openly condemned, others were suddenly surprized by judgment
and authority of the senate ; and such are now the emperors of Germany, whom the
other princes, by their aristocratical power, do not only restrain, but sometimes also
remove from their imperial state: such are also the kings of Denmark and Sweedeland,
who are many times, by the nobility, dejected either into prison or into exile : such
likewise are the dukes of  Venice, and of some other free states in Italy; and the
chiefest cause for which Lewes, Earl of Flanders, was lately expelled from his place,
was, for drawing to himself cognizance in matters of life and death, which high power
never pertained to his dignity. .

In these and such like governments, the prince hath no regal rights, but is himself
subject to that power which is greater than his, whether it be in the nobility or in the
‘common people. Butif the sovereign majesty bein the prince, asit was in the three first
empires, and in the kingdom of Judea and Israel, and is now in the kingdoms of Eng-
land, France, Spain, Scotland, Muscovy, Turkey, Tartary, Persia, Ethiopia, and alinost
almost all the kingdoms of Asia and Africa: Although, for his vices, he be unprofit-
able to the subjects, yea, hurtful, yea, intolerable, yet can they, lawfully, neither harm
his person, nor hazard his power, whether by judgment or ¢lse by force ; for mieither
one nor all magistrates have any authority over the prince, from whom all authority is
derived, and whose only presence doth silence and suspend all inferior jurisdiction and
power. As for force, what subject can attempt, or assist, or counsel, of conceal vio-
lence against his prince, and not indur tbe high and heinous crime of treason? s

It is a common saying, ‘Thought is free; free, indeed, from punishment of secular
laws, except by word or-deed, 1t break forth into action; yet the secret thoughts
against the sacred majesty of a prince, without attempt, without endeavour, have been
adjudged worthy of death; and some, who in auricular confession have ‘discovered
their treacherous devices against the person of their prince, have afterwards been exe-
- cuted for the same. - All laws do exempt a madman from punishment; because their
actions are not governed by their will and purpose.; &nd the will of mau. being set
aside, all his domgs are indifferent ; neither cam the body offend withouta corrupt or
erroneous mind; yet, if a madman draw his sword upon his king,” it bath beet ad-
judged to deserve death. And lest any man sheuld surmise that prinicés, for the maia-
tenance of their own safety and sovereignty, ate the only authors pf these jadgements,
Jeg us a little consider the patterns andqprecepts of holy scripture, Nebudhadnezzar,

* Tonaguitis Caiguia, . Tacitus in Proamip.
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king of Assyria; -wasted all Palestine with fire and sword, oppugned Hierusalem a long

time, and at the last expunged it ; slew the king; burnt the temple; took away the

hioly vessels and treasure; the rest he permitted to the cruelty and spoil of his unmer-

ciful soldiers ;. who defiled all places with rape and slaughter, and ruinated, to the

ground, that flourishing city. After the glut of this blnody butchery, the people

which remained he led captive into Chaldea ; and there erected hiis golden image, and
commanded, that they which refused to worship it should be cast intc the fiery fur-

VACL,, i : :

What cruelty, what injustice, what impiety is comparable to this? and yet God

calleth Nebuchadnezzar his servant, and promiseth heir and wages for his service:

And the prophets Jeremiah and Baruch did write unto the Jews to pray for the life of

him, and of Baltazar his son, that their days might be upon earth as the days of hea-

ven: And Ezekiel, with bitter terms, abhorreth the disloyalty of Zedekiah, because lie

revolted from Nebuchadnezzar, whose homager and tributary he was.  What shall we

say of Saulr Did he not put all the priests to execution, because one of them did re-

vile holy and barmiess David? Did he not violently persecute that his most faithful

servant and dutiful son-in-lsw ? During which pursuit, he fell twice into the power of

David ; who did not only spare, but also protect the king, and reproved the pretorian

soldiers for their negligent watch, and was touched in leart for cutting away the lap

of his garment ; and aifterwards caused the messenger to be slain, who, upon request

and for pity, had lent his hand (as he said) to help forward the voluntary death of that

sacred king. As for the contrary examples; as that of * Jehu, who slew Jehoram

and Ahaziah, kings of Israel and Judah ; they were done by express oracle and reve-

lation from God, and are no more set down for our imitation, than the robbing of the
Egyptiaus, or any other particular and privileged commandment ; but in the gencral

precept, which all men must ordinarily follow, not only our actions, but our speeches

also, apd our very thoughts, are strictly charged with duty and obedience unto princes,

whether they be good or evil, the law of God ordaineth, “That he which doth pre- peu. 1. sa.
sumptuously against the ruler of the people shall die :” And the prophet David *for- }*al. 15 15
biddeth to touch the Lord's anointed.” * Thou shalt not (saith the Lord) rail upon sewvs.5.
the judges, neither speak evil against the ruler of the people.” And the apostles do i ' 113
demand, further, that even our thoughts and souls be obedient to higher powers : and 1 Pet.2.13,14,
lest any should imagine that they meant of good princes only, they spake generally of | 17, o. o,
all ; and further, to take away all doubt, they make express mention of the evil.  For Kom. 13, 2.

the Poiver and authority of wicked princes 1s the ordinance of God ; and, therefore, i';f;pwm”;

Christ told Pilate, that the power which he had was given him from above; and the
ropbet Isaiah calleth Cyrus, being a profane and heathen prince, the Lord’s anointed,
'or God gtirred up the spirit, even of wicked princes, to do his will; and (as Jehosa- ¢ chron, 56 2.
hat said to his rulers) they execute not the judgment of man, but of the Lord : In re- 2 Ciron.19. 0.
'd whereof, David calleth them gads, because they have their rule and authority im- " *"
mediately from God; which, if they abuse, they are not to be adjudged by their sub-
jects, for no power within their dominion is superior to theirs ; but God reserveth them
to the soresd triel.. * Horribly and suddenly (saith the wise man) will the Lord appear iy 6.5,
unto them, and'a hard judgment shall they have.”
. The daw of - God cemmandeth, that the child should be put to death for any con-
tumely dope unte the parents; but what if the father be a robber? if a murtherer ? if,
for all excess of willanies, odious and execrable both to God and man ? surely he de-

.Y 8o did _-.Domithpgsg;u:f%p death Epaphroditus, Nero's libertine, because he belped Nero (although inlove) to
kit himself. So did-Beverus kil all the kilters of Pertinax, his predece.sor ; and likewise, Vitellius did pyt to
‘death ‘ail the murtherers of Gulba. - Theophilus, Emperor of Grecia, caused all those to be slain, who bad made
his father emperor, by killing Lep Armdoums. And Alexander the Great put to cruel execution those that hud
slsin Darius, his wighty and mostel esemgm-Orig. Note.
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serveth the highest degree of punishment ; and yet must not the son lift up his hand

against him ; for no offence is so great as to be punished by parricide. But our cotin-

try is dearer unto us than our parents; and the prince is afer patrie, ' the father of
our country ; and therefore more sacred and dear unto us, than our parents by nature,

and must not be violated, how imperious, how impious so ever he II:c; doth he com-

mand or demand our persons or our purses, we must not shun for the one, nor shrink

for the other:  For (as Nehemiah saith, chap. 9. 37.) kings have dominion over the

bodies and over the cattle of their subjects at their pleasure.” Doth Lieenjoin those
actions which are contrary to the laws of God? We must neither wholly obey, nor
violently resist, but, with a constant courage, submit ourselves to all manner of punish-
ment, and slicw our subjection by enduring, avd not performing: Yea, the church

hath declared it to be an heresy, to hold that a prince may be slain or deposed by his

subjects, for any disorder or default, either in life, or else in government, there will be

faults so long as there are * men; and as we endure with patience a barren year, if
it happen, and unseasonable weather, and such other defects of nature, so must we tol-
lc;:ate the imperfections of rulers, and quietly expect, either reformation, or else a
change. '

Bu%:3 alas ! good King Richard, what such cruelty, what such mmpiety hath he ever
committed ? Examine rightly those imputations which are laid against him, without any
false circumstance of aggravation, and you shali find nothing objected, either of any
truth, or of great moment. It may be that many errors and oversights have escaped
him, yet none so grievous to be termed tyranny ; as proceeding rather from unexperi-
enced ignorance, or corrupt counsel, than from any natural and wilful malice. Oh,
how shall‘the world be pestered with tyrants, if subjects may rebel upoun every pretence
of tyranny ? How many good princes shall daily be suppressed by those by whom they
ought to be supported ? If they levy a subsidy, or any other taxation, it shall be claim-
ed oppression : If they put any to death for traiterous attempts against their persons,
it shall be exclaimed cruelty : if they do any thing against the lust and liking of the
people, it shall be proclaimed tyranny.

But let it be, that without authority in us, or desert in him, King Richard must be
deposed : yet what right had the Duke of Lancaster to the crown ? or what reason
have we without his right 1o give it to him § If he make title as heir unto Kin#ich.
ard, then must he yet stay until King Richard’s death: for no man can succee.
to one that liveth. But it is well known to all men, who are not either wiltv. - 4
or grossly ignorant, that there are some now alive, lineally descended from Lz
of Clarence, whose offspring was by judgment of the high court of parjis#s
the eighth year of the reign of King'-illicﬁard, declared next successor to- :
case King Richard shonld die without issue. Concerning the title.from Edmu
back, I will pass it over, seeing the authors thereof aré become ashamed of
abuse, botb of their own Ruowledge, #nd our credulity, and therefore ali the ¢lwim is
now made by right of conquest; by the session and grant of King Richard, 4nd by
the general consent of all the people. It is a bad wool that can take no colour: but
what conquest can a subject pretend against his sovereign, where the war is insurrec-
tion, and the victory high and heinous treason i As for the resignation which King
Richard made, being a pent prisoner for the same cause, it is an act exacted by force,
and. therefore of no force and validity to bind him : and seemg that by the lawn.of this
land the king alone cannos alicnate. the ‘ancient jewels and ornaments “pertaining to
the crown, surely he cannot give away the crown itself, and therewithal the kingdonn.

Neither have we any custom, that the people at pleasure should elect their king;

* Quintil. in declami. Cic. Offc, lib, .. S diphons, o cast, in: kb, de heves. in verh. Téran. Dot Bot. 4k &
de juat. et jur. g. 3. artic, 3, g (oG
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but they are always bound unto him, who by right of blood is right successor; much
less can they confirm and make good that title which is before by violence usurped :
for nothing can then be freely done, when liberty. is once restrained by fear. So did
Scylla, by terror of his legions, obtain the law of Vellia to be made, whereby he was
created dictator for fourscore years: and by like impression of fear, Casar caused the
law Servia to be promulged, by which he was made perpetual dictator: but both
these laws were afterwards adjudged void. As for the deposing of King Edward I1.
it is no more to be urged than the poisoning of King John, or the murdering of any
other good and lawful prince. We must live according to laws, and not to examples :
and yet the kingdom was not then taken from the lawful successor. Dut if we look
back to times lately past, we shall find that these titles were more strong in King
Stephen, than they are in the Duke of Lancaster. For Kin Henry I. bcinLg at large
liberty, neither restrained in body, nor constrained in mind, had appomted him to sn?c-
ceed : (as it was upon good credit certainly affirmed) the people assented to this de-
signment ; and thereupon, without fear and without force, he was anvinted king, and
obtained full possession of the realm.  Yet Henry (son of the Earl of Anjou) laa\ring a
nearer right by his mother to the crown, (notwithstanding his father was a stranger,
and himself born beyond the seas) raised such rough wars upon King Stephen, that
there was no end of spoiling the goods and spilling the blood of the unhappy people,
besides the ruins and deformities of many cities and holds, until his lawful inheritance
was to him assured. It terrificth me to remember how many flourishing empires and
kingdoms have been, by means of such contentions, either torn in picces with detestive
division, ot sebdued to foreign princes, under pretence of assistance and aid: and I
need not repeat how sore this realm hath heretofore been shaken with these several
mischiefs : and yet neither the examples of other countries, nor the miseries of our
own, are suflficient to make us to beware.

O English-men, worse bewitched than the foolish Galatians : our unstayed minds
and restless resolutions do nothing else but hunt after our own harms : no people have
more hatred abroad, and none less quiet at home: in other countries the sword of inva-
sion hath been shaken against us: in our own land, the fire of insurrection hath been
kindled among us : and what are these innovations, but whetstones to sharpen the one,
and bellows to blow up the other.

Certainly, I fear that the same will happen unto us which ZEsop fableth to have been
fallen unto the frogs ; who, being desirous to have a king, a beam was given unto them:
the first fall whereof did put them in some fear, but when they saw it lie still in the
stream, they insulted thercon with great contempt, and desired a king of quicker cou-
rage : then wassent unto them a stork, whici}, stalking among them with stately steps,
continually devoured them. The mildness of King Richard hath bred in us this scorn,
interpreting it to be cowardice and dulness of nature: the next heiris likewise rejected :
I wilrnot say that with greater courage we shall find greater cruelty; but it either of
these shall bereafter be able to set up their side, and bring the matter to trial by arms,
1 do assuredly say, that which part soever shall carry the fortune of the field, the people
both ways must go to wrack. And thus have I dccfared my mind concerning this ques-
tion, in.more words than your wisdom, yet fewer than the weight of the cause doth
require. And deo boldly conclude, that we bave neither power nor policy, cither to de-
pose King Richard, or.to, elect Duke Henry in his place; that King Richard remaining
still our soversigw privce, and therefore it is not lawful for us to give judgment upon
him ; that the duke, whom you call kiug, liath more oftended against the king and the
realm, than the king hath done, either against him or vs ; for, being banished the realm
for ten years by the king aud his council (amongst whom his own futher was chief)
and sworn not to retarn again without special licence, he hath not only viplated his
oath, but with impious arms disturbed the quiet of the land, and dispossessed the king
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from bis royal estate, and now demandeth judgment against his person, without offence
proved, or defence heard.  If this injury and this perjury doth nothing move -us, yet
let both our private and common dangers somewhat withdraw us from these violent
proceedings.

The Characteristic Description of this stout and renowned Champion of Fidelity and Loy-
alty : The Reader may be pleased to take it transcribed from the learned Francis G od-
win, Bishop of Hercford, in his Succession of the Bishops of England ; iisdem verbis,
as he there relates it

Thomas Merks, a monk of Westminster, was likewise thrust into this biahorick by
the pope at the king’s request, and consecrated, 1397. Amongst many unwort ]il{ pre-
ferred in those days, he undoubtedly was a man well deserving that honour; for he
was a man learned and wise, but principally to be commended, first for his constant
and unmoveable fidelity unto his patron, and preferred King Richard 11. then for his
excellent courage in professing the same, when he might safely, yea and honestly also,
have concealed his affection. Some others there were (of the nobility) that, remembring
their duty and allegiance, when all the world beside forsook that unfortunate prince,
followed him with their best assistance, eveu till the time of his captivity. This man
nothing regarding the danger might ensue, not only refused to forsake him, when he
had forsaken himself, but defended him and his cause the best he could, when he might
well perceive his endeavour might hurt himself much without any possibility of helping
the other.” When the furious and unstable multitude, not contented that King Richard
had resigned his crown to save the head that wore it, and their darling Henry IV,
seated himself in his royal throne, importuned the parliament assembled to proceed yet
further against him, desiring, no doubt, that, to make all sure, his life wight be taken
from him. This worthy and memorable prelate stcp]?ing forth, doubted not to tell them,
that there was none amongst them meet to give judgment upon so noble a prince as
King Richard was, whom they had taken for their sovereign and licge lord for the space
of twenty-two years and more. And proceeding further, I assure you, quoth he (I re-
port his words as I find them in our chronicles) there is not so rank a traitor, nor so
errand a thief, nor yet so cruel a murtherer, apprehended, or detained in prison, for his
offence, but be shall be brought before the justice to hear judgment; and will you pro-
ceed to the judgment of an anointed king, hearing neither his answer nor excuse? I
say, and wil\] avouch, that the Duke of Lancaster (whom you call king) hath more tres-
passed to King Richard and his realm, than King Richard hath done either to him or
us. For it is manitest and well known, that the duke was banished the realm by King
Richard and his council, and by the judgment of his own father, for the space of ten
years, for what cause you remember well enough : this notwithstanding, without licence
of King Richard, be is returped again into the realm, and tbat is worse, hath taken
upon bim the name, title, and preheminence of k:mg. And therefore I say that you
have done manifest wrong to preceed against King Richard.ip any sort, without call-
ing him openly to his apswer and defence. Thisspeech scarcely ended, he was attached
by the earl marshal, and for a time committed to ward in the abbey of St Albans,—
continuing yet his loyal affection to-his distressed master. Soon after his enlargement,
he joined with the Hollands and others in a-co_nsgmry against King Henry ; which,
being bewrayed to the destruction of all the rest, be.ouly was pardoned.  Peradventure.
in regard of his calling: for it had never been seen hitherto that any bishop was put to
death by order of the law. Peradventure in some kind of favour and admiration of his
faithful constancy (for virtue will be honoured, even of Lier enemies) pesadventure else
to this end, that, by forcing him te live miscrably, they might lay a punishment upon
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him more grievous than death; which they well saw he dzﬂnsed The who sel.
dom denied the king any request that he might afford gn cheap) was r:s'i)ry(mtreatcd
to tmns!ate forsooth this good bishop from the see of Carlisle, that yielded him honour-
able maintenance, unto Samos in Greece, whence he kuew he should never receive one
penny profit. He was so happy as neither to take benefit of the gift of his enemy. nor
to be hurt by the masked malice of his counterfeit friends, disdaining as it were to take
his life by his gift, who took away from his master both life and kingdom, he died
shortly after his deliverance, so deluding also the mockery of his translation, whereby
(things so féllling out) he was nothing damnified.

Quicquid in historid discribitur, vel ad imitandum indigitat, wvel ad evitandum instruit.

Articles of High Treason, and other kigh Crimes and Misdemeanors against the
Duchess of Portsmouth.

Louisa de Querouaille, the celebrated Duchess of Portsmouth, and favourite mistress of*Charles I1.,
fell into great discredit with the good people of England, during the time of the popish plot.
She may indeed be supposed to have been faithful to the French and catholic interest, but it is
difficult to conceive thal she should have been engaged in a plot against the lite of her lover,
upon whom her whole importance depended. A ludicrous story is often told of Nell Gwynne’s
being beset by the mob, who mistook her coach for that of the Duchess, unul, putting her head
through the window, she assured them she was the Protestant Whore, and was suffered to depart
with acclamation. But, notwithstanding the popular ciamour and the remonstrances of his best
friends, the attachment of Charles to this seductive Dalilah remained unshaken. Her apartments
were generally the place in which he spent his lighter and gayer moments, and her wit and ta-
lents no less than her beauty retained her royal captive in her chains to his death. More con-
stant than her rival the Duchess of Cleveland, or at least more regular in her outward couduct,
she was politically considered as a more dangerous connection for the King of England. Her
weight, and it was considerable, wus always Lhrown into the scale of Frunce, and it was no won
der that she excited the jealous resentment of the commous of England.

1. Imprrmis, That the said duchess hath and still doth cohabit and keep company
with the king, having had foul, nauseous, and contagious distempers ; which once pos-
sessing her blood, can never admit of a perfect cure; to the mauifest danger and ha-
zard of the king’s person, in whose preservation is bound up the weal and happiness of
the protestant religion, our lives, liberties, and properties, and those of our posterity for
ever. )

I1. She hath, laboured to alter and subvert the government in church and state, now
established by law; and in the room thereof, to introduce popery and tyranny in the
three kingdoms, by her counsels from time to time. o

~T11. She hath, by her persuasion, countenance, and other artifices and insinuations,
reconciled several of her servants and others, natural born subjects, to the conmunion
of the see of Rome, in defiance of the statute which makes it capital, Jac. 3, 4.

“WOL. YILT.
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IV. She advised, and still does nourish, foment, and maintain that fatal and destruc-
tive correspondency and alliance between England and France, being sent over and
pensione:l by the French king to the same end and purpose, and consequently hath
rendered ineffectual those frequent addresses in parliament for a war with the French
king ; and, in order to the propagating these her malicious, detestable, and destructive
designs, against our religion and government, the several French ministers, who have
resided here since the breach of the tripple league, (from whence we of these three
kingdoms have and still groan under) have and do still resort to her apartment in his
majesty’s royal palace, where, having several conferences with his majesty, they have
pryed nto his secret counsels ; and, by the assistance of her, her agents and French
ministers, have fixed and continued the aforesaid accursed amity between England and
Frauce, agaiust the grave and repeated advice of the whole nation in parliament,

V. That she hath endeavoured to her power to stifle and villify the king’s evidence,
to create a disbelicf of the king of the plot against his royal person, subversion of the
protestant religion and government, interceded for by traitors impeached by parliament,
and other arch-traitors (particularly father Ireland the jesuit) arraigned, heard fairly,
and legally condemned, and most justly executed.

V1. She has from time to time intermeddled and advised in matters of the highest
moment and importance in government, as peace and war; several dissolutions and
prorogation of parliameut, matter depending wherein the very life and soul of the go-
vernment in church and state was concerned.

V1I. That she advised a disgeneral peace, so destructive to Christendom, and parti-
cularly to these three kingdoms, it being in our power to have turned the scale.

Vlfl. t she placed and displaced great ministers in church and state, as she judged
might be most serviceable in promoting the French popish interest.

X. That she not only took upon her to make chief ministers as aforesaid, but either
received sums of money in hand, and pension yearly out of their profits, salaries, and
perquisites, which ha%: in great measure contributed to that general corruption in all
places ; and nothing being more unnatural, than when trust and places are bought,
Justice must be sold.

X. That she hath been an unspeakable charge and burthen, having had given her,
for many years past, prodigious sums of money in other people’s name, (the better to
disguise the matter) as well out of the publick treasury as the privy purse; and such
is her ascendant over the king, that, in ber own.apartment, she prevailed with the king,
there to sign and seal warrants for grants of vast sums of money, and particularly pro-
cured the king’s warrant to the Earl of Danby (now imnpeached and in the Tower) for
100,000/. and this at one time, which ought to have been applied for the saféty, honour,
and reputation of this kingdom.

XI. That hardly andv grant, office, or place was given, but through her or her emis-
saries intercession, and money given to them.

XIIL Those vast prodigious sums she hath for the most part was to be transported
to a nation, by religion, interest, and practice, an enemy to our religion and government,
to the weakening and impoverishing of our nation, and the strengthening and enrich-
ing of our adversaries, .

[11. That she hath procured farms and undertakings of the several branches of the,
revenue at lower rates than really worth, having been bribed for so doing. &

X1V. That she hath protected several from justice, and particularly the Earl of Ra-
nelagh, who had cheated, defrauded, and abused the king in his revenues of Ireland ;
supporting him against many representations from the government of Ireland, and many
orders of the king and council here; full-well knowing several articles were in a se- -
cret committee against the said earl, not only for chealing his majesty in Ireland, but
for combining with the Earl of Danby in England, to deﬁ‘nud the king, and partica~
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larly in the excise farm, undertaken by the Dashwoods ; and, notwithstanding such is
her power, she still protects the said earl, not only trom his accounts, but in his place
of treasurer, which does reflect upon his majesty, to keep sucha person in place in spight
of all the ordersin council, his own convictions, and does wholly discourage a parliament
to give a supply when such are employed ; and has procured several letters in favour
of the said Earl of Ranelagh, as well to the present as former governors, to the disho-
nour of the king and interruption of justice.

XV. That she got grant in Ireland, (in other persons names) as well to crown rents
as others, to the great disorder, distraction, and vexations of the subjects, who are Iiablé
to have their estates and title questioned and disturbed by commissions of enquiry, and
otherways, as officers for the king

XVI1. That she procured to herself a grant of the revenues, arising by the wine li-
cences, towards the defraying of her extravagant debts ; most contrary to the express
letter of the act of parliament, which provides most positively, that the revenues ari-
ain§l therefrom shall not be employed or granted Lo any private use whatsoever : Yet,
such was her power with his majesty and the Earl of Danby, late lord treasurer, that
she procured three able honest servants to his majesty to be turned out of their com-
missivns in the wine-licence office, because they would not lend her money upon the
security of the said revenue, contrary to the act of parliament above'mentioned ; and
such is her power with several of the commissioners of his majesty’s treasury, that she
hath procured Doctor Taylor, her servant, to be made a cogimissioner in the new com-
mission of,wine-licence office, in prejudice of those persons turned out by the Earl of
Danby. as aforesaid, on purpose that he the said Bnctor Taylor shoul(rgpvern that
brancﬁ of the revenuc (in spight and contempt of an act of parliament, appointing it
to publick end and government) for the duchess use and behalf; neither can it be for
any other end and purpose ; for that the said Doctor Taylor, by reason of the many
affairs he has to manage of the duchess, canuot attend the king's service,

XVII. That she hath and doth relieve and countenance in her family and lodgings
in W hitehall, seveial servants, whomn she knows to be papists, and ill affected to the
protestant religion and government, giving them frequent and private access to his
majesty, to the hazard and d_;mger of his majesty’s person, and in a contempt of a late
act of parliament, whereby all papists whatsoever (except father Huddlestone, seven
women servants and some foreign servants to her majesty) were prohibited to come
within the limits of his majesty’s palace or court; notwithstanding which act of parlia-
ment, she hath, and still doth, not only relieve in her lodgings, as aforesaid, several ser-
vants ot Lthe popish persuasion, but she hath lately taken into her service a French pa-
pist, whom she formerly preferred to his majesty as a contfectioner, and who was entered
of his majesty’s service upon the aforesaid act; which said confectioner doth duily pre-

are sweetmeats and other banquettings (in triumph over the late fresh act of that par-
Eament) for his majesty at her lodgings, so as his majesty may be in an imminent dan-
ger from the aforesaid French papist, who has such opportuunity to poison his sacred
majesty (by mixing poison in the sweetmeats) whom God long preserve.

V111. That the day before his majesty fell sick at Windsor, she persuaded his ma-
Jjesty (being then in her lodgings) to eat a mess ot broth, prepared by some of her pa-
pist servants, whereupon his majesty fell immediately sick ; it being the opinion of
some able physicians, that his majesty’s discase were much augmented, if not wholly
created, by the atoresaid broth.

XIX. That during his ma}jeaty's sickness, she introduced several unknown pérsons
gy a back door to his majesty’s bed-chamber, who, inall likelihood, were Romish priests,

rench physicians, agents or ministers of the French king's, all which persons could
have no honest or lawful Lusiness with his majesty, at that time especially, being pri-
vately introduced, aud his majesty’s proper servants, belonging to his bed-chamber, be-
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ing all sent out, except such as were popishly affected, her creatures consequently, and
her footmen ordered to wait in the anti-chamber, as is judged, to prevent any body’s
hearing or seeing them, as if they had been of his majesty’s bed-chamber.

XX. That she bas by her creatures and friends given out and whispered abroad, that
she was married to his majesty, and that her son, the Duke of Richmond, is his majesty’s
legitimate son, and consequently Prince of Wales, his health being frequently drunk
by her and her creatures, in her night-debauches and merry-meetings, to the great dis-
honour and reflection of his majesty, and the manifest peril and danger of these king-
doms, who may hereafter by such false and scandalous stories and wicked practices be
embroiled in distractions, if not blood and civil wars, to the utter ruin of his majesty’s
subjects, and subversion of the protestant religion, it being manifest, she being a papist
herself, will breed her son in the same religion, however she may pretend to the con-
trary.

}{XI. That she having that high and dishonourable absolute dominion and power
over the king’s heart, she has opportunity to draw from him the secrets of his govern-
ment; opportunity, by herself, or other engines of hers, to poison, or otherwise to de-
stroy the king: opportunity, at least, to promote a French popish interest, so that it
is not only impossible the protestant religion should live, but it’s not possible the king
can have a due sense of the danger he was or may be in from the Romish conspiracy,
which has, is, or may be against his royal person or government.

XXII. That she has had the highest honours and rewards conferred on her and hers,
to the high dishonour of God, the encouragement of wickedness and vice (which by
such examples is overspread the nation, and for which God’s anger is kindled and in-
flamed against us) suppressing and discouraging of virtue, whose rewards those high

titles and honours ought to be, and this to the eternal reproach of his majesty’s reign
and government.

The Speech of the Right Homourable Sir Patience Warde, Lord-Mayor Elect, at Guild-
Hall, London, Scptember 29, 1680, being the Day of his Election. Together with the

Speeck of the Right Honourable Sir Robert Clayton, Knight, the present Lord-Mayor
of London.

The Speech of the Lord-Mayor Elect.

Gentlemen,

1 cannot but be sensible of the honour you have been pleased to confer upon me, in
calling me by your free choice to the place of chief magistrate of this populous and fa- -
mous city, and therefore am obliged to return you, as I do, my humble acknowledg-
ment. ' g

Although when I reflect upon the meanness of my abilities, for the discharge of so
great and difficult a service, especially under the present circumstances of affairs, when
fears and cares press on us, 1 might heartily have wished to have been excused, yet, in
confidence of (and imploring) the divine assistance, and hopes of your favourable ac-
ceptance of my sincere endeavours, I submit to the same. | " ’
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I do not presume to think that I shall be able to come up to the pattern my worthy

predecessor hath set before me, whose excellent conduct hath contributed much to our

eaceable and safe meeting this day, and well deserves our praise and thanks; but I
shall labour to imitate it the best I can.

I shall, according to the best of my understanding, make the laws of the land, and
the constitutions, usages, and customs of this renowned city my rule; the glory of God,
the honour of the king, the upholding of the protestant religion, and maintaining the
peace, liberties, and prosperity of this city, my end in all my administrations: and if
at any time I shall seem 1o any of you to deviate from these, 1 entreat you to make
candid construction, and forbear sudden and severe censuring my actions, waiting for
better information. For if, through human frailty, I may fail in a circumstance, I assure
you, in the main and substance I shall never swerve from this my proposed end.

Our indefatigable enemies the church of Rome (who in former times did lay and carry
on designs for subversion of the protestant religion, and government established in these
kingdoms) have of late been more active than ever. And to pass over the burning the
city, and frequent attempts of that kind, and the many other plots and conspiracies at
our remoter parts, came to those horrid resolutions of assassinating his majesty s royal
person, and to menace even justice itself in the inquiries after them, by that barbarous
murder of (the never to be forgotten) Sir Edmund-Bury Godfrey, and attempts on
others, in order to an introducing their false religion: all which carry their own
evidences so full and great, that such who will not shut their eyes have demonstration ;
antl calls ajoud upon us to watch against such a people, whose religion (according to
their casuists) allows, if not engageth them in such practices.

But besides these, wherein God hath wonderfully disappointed them (and I hope
ever will) there is just cause to apprehend they are more secretly undermining us, and,
amongst other ways, by being the occasion of or at least taking occasion from the great
impiety, prophaneness, and atheism of late crept in amongst us; and the raising and
fomenting divisions and animosities between ourselves ; and therefore, as much as iz
me lies to obviate these their wicked purposes, I have propounded.

First, To endeavour the advancement of the glory of God; and, in order thereunto,
I am resolved to be impartial in the punishmeut of wickedness and debauchery, and in
countenancing piety and virtue; and entreat by your good admonitions and examples
to make my work the more easy in this particular.

Secondly, To promote the honour of the king, our religion obligeth us to be good
and loyal subjects, and to give Czsar the things that are Casar’s ; and therefore as I
shall study to evidence my own unfeigned loyalty to the king’s majesty, so I shall be
careful, according to law, to punish all disloyalty in any whomsoever.

Thirdly, To uphold the protestant religion, as to which nothing will more conduce
than an union in affection of all those who profess the same faith, and agree in the es-
sential doctrine of it, however they may differ touching some circumstantials, that we
may, as honest men and good Christians, maintain love and good-will, as those who
mind the same thing, and intend the same common good of all, and this to be the only
nlljeasure of our actions, all private and particular apprehensions being made sulject
thereto. .

Fourthly, To the particular concerns of this city, I shall make it my business to
preserve itin peace, and advance its prosperity in all things, and, in order thereto, shall
from time to time desire the advice and assistance of my worthy brethren the aldermen,
and as often of the common-council as occasiou shall require. )

And if we are careful to discharge our duty to God, in a sober and pious conversa-
tion ; to the king, in a dutiful and loyal comportmeut ; to the religion we profess, by
union and charity among ourselves; to this city, in promoting its peace and weltare,
we need not fear but God will dissipate and disappoint all the designs of his and our

12
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enemies, and continue his blessings to us. And so let us ray that his majesty may be
blessed with a long and happy reign, and this city and kingdom with peace and pros-
perity.

The Speech of the present Lord Mayor.

Gentlemen,

I rejoice to meet you here this day, where I can see the face of my successor, and
almost an end of my own troublesome year, in which I can truly affirm 1 have used
my hearty endeavours, for the carrying on and promoting the common business and
advantage of the city, with the same integrity and industry I ever did in my own pri-
vate concerns, as far as my health and strength of body would permit; and I wish I
could say, they had had the desired effects. And as for what concerns the publick,
though 1 own myself subject to many human frailties, and pretend not, in that hurry
of affairs that attend my office, to be exempted from surprize, yet 1 can with safety
say, that in what | have done therein, 1 have acted according to the dictates of my
own conscience, and the rule of law : And if’ whilst I have followed those guides, in
any thing I have been misled, my satisfaction is, 1 have them to appeal to for my
vindication.

And now, gentlemen, being almost out of office, and not likely to have any other
opportunity of speaking to you, before Itake my leave of it, 1 must say.one thing
more to you.

It is not to tell you how troublesome it hath been to me, nor what hourly cares, for
the peace and satety of this city, 1 have laboured under, nor how 1 have impaired my
health and estate in this service; for all these every sober man's own thoughts will ea-
sily suggest to him.

But i1t is to beg a favour of _ly;ou. and that not for myself alone, but for you, for us
all, and for this great city, (whose members we all are ;) and it is, that all of us, who
profess ourselves to be Christians, would so far bear testimony to the truth of that pro-
fession, as heartily in meekness and forbearance to love one another. And though there
be differences in opinions, and the outward modes and forms of divine worship, yet
let not these have that effect, asin the least to divide us, or divert us from that com-
mon defence, which all good protestants are engaged in to stand together. The due
regard of which, in my poor opinion, next under God, is the only probable way left
for our deliverance.

I beg your pardon for the freedom I have used, and am well assured, all my defects
will be liberally supplied by my worthy successor. And I shall pray, that God of his

dness will disperse those clouds that seem so much to threaten this city and nation,
and to defeat all counsels that tend thereto; to bless his majesty with a long and hap-
py reign, and this city and kingdom with peace and tranquillity. -
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The humble Petition of the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Com-
mons of the City of London, in Common-Council assembled, on the Thirteenth of Ja-
nuary, 1680, to the King's Most Ercellent Majesty, for the Sitting of this present Par-
liament prorogued to the Twentieth Instant, Together with the Resolutions, Orders,
and Debates of the said Court.

The rulers of the city of Londor during this active period were for several successive years entirely
devoted to the whig interest. Sir Robert Clayton, a wealthy merchant, who was accused of
having increased his stores by wsurious practices, was the present lord-mayor; and his succes~
sor, Sir Patience Warde, was, like him, distinguished by his zealous whig principles. The latter,
upon the success of the court party, and some legal proceedings against himself for alledged
perjury in a political cause, fled to Holland, and did not return till the revolution.

Commune Concil’ tent’ in Camera Guildhall Civitatis London Die Jovis decimo tertio
die Januarii Anno Domini 1680, Annogue Regni Domini nostri Carol’ Secundi nunc
Regis Angl’ &c. Tricesimo secundo, coram Patient’ Ward M, Major' Civitatis
London, Thoma Aleyn Mil' et Barr', Johanne Frederick Mil', Johanne Lawrence
Mil', Georgio IVaterman Mil', Josepho Sheldon Mil', Jacobo Edwards Mil’, et Roberto
Clayton Mil, Aldermannis, Georgio Treby Ar' Recordatore dicte Civit’, Johanne
Moore Mil', Willielmo Pritchard Mil, Henrico Tulse Mil', Jacoho Smith Mil,
Roberto Jeflery Mil', Johanne Shorter Mil', Thoma Gould Mil’, Willielmo Raw-
sterne Mil, %ma Beckford Mil’, Johanne Chapman Mil', Simone Lewis Mil', Tho-
ma Pilkington Ar’ Ald'ris, et Henrico Cornish 4y" Ald'ro ac unum Vicecom’ dicte

Civitatis necnon quor’ parte Comminarior’ dicte Civitatis in Communi Concil' tunc

et thidem Assemblat’.

Ta1s day the members that serve for this city in parliament, having communicated
unto this court a vote or resolution of the honourable house of commons, whereby that
house was pleased to give thanks unto this city for their manifest loyalty to the king,
their care, charge, and vigilance, for the preservation of his majesty’s person, and of
the protestant religion, this court is greatly sensible of the honour thereby given to
this city, and do declare, That it is the fixed and uniform resolution of this city to per-
severe in what ‘they have done, and to contribate their utmost assistance for the de-
fence of the protestant religion, his majesty’s person, and the government established.

It was now unamimously agreed and ordered by this court, ‘Lhat the thanks of this
court be given to the members that serve for this city in parliament for their good ser-
vice done this city, and their faithfulness in dischaiging their duties in that honourable
and great assembly. ) : o

Upon a petition now presented by divers citizens and inhabitants of this city, repre-
genting their fears from the designs of the papists and their adherents, and praying this
court to acquaint bis majesty therewith, and to desire, That the parliament may sit
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from the day to which it stands prorogued, until th?' bave sufficiently provided against
popery and arbitrary power. .This court, after some debate and consideration had there-
upon, did return the petitioners thanks for their care and intention herein ; and
did thereupon nominate and appoint Sir John Lawrence, Sir Robert Clayton, Knights.
and Aldermen, Mr Recorder, Sir Thomas Player, Kt. Mr John Du Bois, John Ellis,
Esq. and Mr Michael Godfrey, commoners, to withdraw, and immediately to prepare
a petition to his majesty upon the subject matter of the said petition ; who accordingly
withdrawing, after some time returned again to this court, and then presented the
draught of such a petition to his majesty. The tenor whereof followeth, viz.

70 the King's Most Excellent Majesty, &c.

After reading whereof, it is agreed and ordered by this court (nemine contradicentc)
That the said petition shall be presented to his majesty this evening, or as soon as con-
veniently may be. And the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor is desired to ?resent.
the same, accompanied with Sir John Lawrence, Sir J oseBh Sheldon, Sir James Edwards,
Knights and Aldermen, Mr Recorder, Deputy Hawes, Deputy Daniel, John Nicholls,
John Ellis, Esquires, Mr Godfrey, and Capt. Griffith, commoners, who are now no-
minated and appointed to attend upon his lordship at the presenting thereof

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty.

The humble Petition of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons, of the City of
London, in Common Council assembled,

Most humbly sheweth,

That your majesty’s great council in parliament, having in their late session, in pur-
suance of your majesty’s direction, entered upon a strict and impartial enquiry into the
horrid and execrable popish plot, which hath been for several years last past, and still
is, carried on for destruction of your majesty’s sacred person and government, and ex-
tirpation of the protestant religion, and the utter ruine of your majesty’s protestant
subjects; and having so far proceeded therein, as justly to attaint upon full evidence
one of the five lords impeached for the same, and were in further prosecution of the
remaining four lords, and other conspirators therein.

And as well the lords spiritual and temporal, as the commons in your said parliament
assembled, having declared, That they are fully satisfied that there now is, and for di-
vers years last past hath been, a horrid and treasonable plot and conspiracy contrived
and carried on by those of the popish religion in Ireland, for massacring a:e English,
and subverting the protestant religion, and the ancient established government of that
kingdom.

And your said commons having impeached the Earl of Tyrone, in order to the bring-
ing him to justice for the same ; and having under examination other coaspirators in
the said Irish plot.

And your said commons having likewise impeached Sir William Scroggs, chief jus-
tice of your majesty’s court of King's Bench, for treason and other great crimes and
misdemneanors in endeavouring to subvert the laws of this kingdom by his arbit
and illegal proceedings: And iaving voted impeachments against several other judges
for the like misdemeanors. d

Your petitioners considering the continual hazards to which your sacred life, and
the protestant religion, and the peace of this kingdom, are exposed, while the hopes of
a popish successor gives countenance and encouragement to the conspirator in their
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wicked designs. And considering also the disquiet and dreadful apprehensions of your
good subjects, by reason of the miseries and mischiefs which threaten them on all parts,
as well from foreign ﬂfowen. as from the conspiracies within your several king&:rns,
against which no sufficient rcm?ilv can be provided but by your majesty and your par-
liament, were extremely surprized at the late prorogation, whereby the prosecution of
the publick justice of the kingdom, and the making the provisions necessary for the
preservation of your majesty and your protestant subjects, hath received an interrup~
tion. And they are the more affected herewith, by reason of the experience they have
had of the great progress, which the emboldened conspirators have formerly made in
their designs, during the late frequent recesses of parliament: But that which supports
them against despair, is the hopes they derive from your majesty’s goodness, that your
intention was, and does continue by this prorogation, to make way for your better
concurrence with the counsels of your parliament.

And your petitioners humbly hope, That your majesty will not take offence, that
your subjects are thus zealous, and even impatient of the least delay of the long hoped
for security, whilst they see your precious life invaded, the true religion undermined,
their families and innocent posterity likely to be subjected to blood, confusion, and
ruin ; and all these dangers encreased, l‘)iy reason of the late endeavours of your majes~
ty and your parliament, which have added provocation to the conspirators, but have
had little or no effect towards securing against them: And they trust your majesty
will graciously accept this discovery and desire of their loyal hearts to preserve your
majesty, apd whatever else is dear to them, and to strengthen your majesty against all
poli_ish and pernicious counsels, which any ill-affected persons may presume to offer.

hey do therefore most humbly pray, That your majesty will be graciously pleased,
(as the only means to quiet the minds, and extinguish the fears of your Erotestant peo-
ple, and prevent the imminent dangers which threaten your majesty’s kingdoms, and
particularly this your great city, which hath already so deeply suffered for the same)
to permit your said parliament to sit, from the day to which they are prorogued, un-
til by their counsels and endeavours those good remedies shall be provided, and those
just ends attained, upon which the safety of your majesty’s person, the preservation of
the protestant religion, the peace and settlement of your kingdoms, and the welfare of
this your ancient city, do so absolutely depend. Kor the pursuing and obtaining of
which good effects, your petitioners unanimously do offer their lives and estates.
And shall ever pray, &c.

‘WOL VI, by



The Countryman’s Petition for a Parliament. 1682,

This tissue of pleonasm is designed to ridicule the petitions of the Whigs, so extremely obnoxious
both in matter and manner to Charles and his courtiers.

The humble Petition of Mr Barnaby Clod, a well-descended Person, most humbly,
and most obediently, and most submissively shewing, and expressing, and declaring
unto your Great Majesty,

TuaTt whereas, and whereby, and by which, the major, and most greater, and most
bigger, and most stronger party, of the most best, and the most ablest, and the most
thightiest sort of the people of the baronage of Whigland, finding, and knowing, and
certifying themselves, both heretofore, and for the time past, and now, and then, and
at this present time, to be very much, and greatly oppressed, and suppressed, and dis-
tressed, and overcharged in all taxes, quitrents, and all other levies and fines, applot-
ted, and levied, and gathered together in the said baronage of Whigland, and for fur-
ther prevention of any, and all, and every such offence, henceforth, hereafter, and for
the time to come, the aforesaid, most major, and most greater, and most bigger, and
most stronger party, of the most best, and most ablest, and most mightiest sort of the
people, of the baronage of Whigland aforesaid, have appointed, nominated, constituted,
ordained, elected, approved, and made choice of me, Mr Barnaby Clod, to sollicit, in-
tercede, and motion, and make application unto your majesty; looking upon me now,
and there, and then, to be the most meetest, and the most eloquent, and most accom-
plished spokesman, within the said baronage, their grand, and well-bestowed, and bet-
ter-merited agent, to represent, and reprevent, and extortion, for all such, and all much,
and the like grievances and disturbances., Avnd whereas, and whereupon, your peti-
tioner is hereE , finally, and handsomely, and ingenuously, and deservedly appointed,
constituted, ordained, elected, approved, and chosen, to undergo, and undertake, and
under-run, and mana%e, this huge, big, mighty, great, and weighty service : These
are therefore, and shall be the special, and importunate, and incessant, and indefatiga-
ble request of me your petitioner, That your majesty will be pleased, satisfied, and
resolved, to give, and grant, and deliver, and bestow unto me the before-recited and
nominated petitioner, an order and warrant to my Lord of Crabtry, and Mr Captain
Yedard Bumkin, justice of the peace, and governor aforesaid, Esq. -and to Mr Raa
Yates, justice of the peace, and governor aforesaid, Esq. or to any four or five, or
more or less, or either or neither, or none of them, all particulars and parties as they
shall imagine and conceive, consider, and suppose, esteem, think fit, &nd ‘meet
and necessary, convenient and decent ; and then, ‘and there, and where, and whether,
to examine, and call to account, for their past and repast extortion, and then, and



- Croil Traéts. 147

when, and where, and whether, to establish, elect, chuse, impower and appoint, and
authorize all such, and all much bailiffs, and applotters, and gatherers together, as your
petitioners do, or did. or have, or had, or shall, ér will, or may, or can, might, or would,
could, or shounld, or ought to chuse or pitch upon. And withall I desire, that I mine
own sclf, Mr Barnaby Clod as aforesaid, that » and I, and all, and every, and either
or neither of the said parties, shall and will live and die in cords, and concords, con-
cordant discord, sorrowing, rejoicing, dying, living, broken and healed tranquillity,
henceforth and hereafter, and for the time past and present, and for now, and for ever-

lasting, &c.

The Case of the Protestants in-England under a Popish Prince, if any shall happen to
wear the Imperial Crown.

The tracts which follow refer to the celebrated Bill of Exclusion, by which it was designed to de-
rive the Duke of York of succession to the crown of England, in consequence of?\ia profess=
ing the popish religion. However much the propriety of such a bill appeared doubtful when
first agitated, it is now certain it would have saved Jumes his bitter dowafall from the throne,
which he mounted in vain. Yet we may be permitted to admire the blindness of that unhappy
and bigotted prince, who, with all the knowledge lie possessed of the just jealousy excited [;y
his religion, acted nevertheless with such violence as to force on the catastrophe, which might
so easily have been anticipated from the proceedings upon the Bill of Exclusion,

_ A prince putting himself and his dominions under the pope’s anthority, and admit-
ting (as he must unavoidably) the laws and decrees of the Romish churcﬁ', * all his pro-
testant subjects, being By the judgment and sentence of that church hereticks, do forth-
with lie under the penalties whi(ﬁl those laws and constitutions will have inflicted upon
hereticks, And these are the severest penalties, being proportioned to the crime which
that church judgeth most heinous; for heresy is treason with them, and the highest
degree of high treason, for it is (say they) Crimen lesa Majestatis Divine, treason
against the Divine Majesty, and so much worse than treason against any prince on
earth; and upon this ground they commonly justify all severities decreed against he-
reticks. Not to mention particular doctors, Inunocent the Third * thus argues in a
special instance, This punishment is justly inflicted upon hereticks, because it is so in
case of civil treason, which is a smaller fault than treason against the Divine Majesty.
And there is an edict of * Frederick confirmed and made a church-constitution by se-
veral popes, particularly by Innocent 1V. wherein what is enacted against traitors is

' By the law of the cburch, Sic ommes apostolica sedis sunciiones accipiendic sunt tanguam ipsivs divini Pe-
tri voce, firmate 3ut, Distinct, 19, cap, 2. All the constitutions of the Roman Sce must be received, as if they
swere made firm by St Poter’s own mouth. And it is enacted by a general decree (Generalio Decreto conatitui-
@) thut whatsvever, king, biskop, or nobleman, shall believe that the decrees of the Romau bishops may be,
.or shall suffer thein to be violated in any thing, be accursed, (exccrandum anathema sit) and shall for ever re-

- W&;‘;‘rhﬁm God, a¥ 2 bem‘ye'r.:t’th‘a entholick fafith. . Caus. 25. q. 1, cap, 11,
*'Caput Vergentis, §o Heeteticia, 3 Septem Decretal, lib. 5, tit. 3, de Heereticis.
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deolared to fall upon hereticks multo fortis ;dlm susqie, with snuch more force and ju
tice.  So that the papal! suthority Mmmd ced amouyg pretestants, they awﬁom
with traitors by law, and atand in wo Betler terms than the worst of traitors, and are
exposed to the penalties which the hi treason is judged worthy of. Let me in<
stance in two or three'jparticulars briefly ; for I must bt point at the miseries of pro-
testants in such a state, not give a full prospect of them,> v . = =~ "~ '

Infamy is one of them (that I may begin with the least.). Hereticks are infamous
by law,* “ It js certain (saith* Suarez) m hereticks both by common and civil law
are infamous,” for which he alledged sevetal texts of the pope’s law, and extends it to
the favourers of hereticks, if they repent not within & year; and to their children for
some generations, if their parents died pertinacious.

It is many penalties in one, including several things grievous and intolerable to all
sorts;? for upon this account, those whom they count hereticks are deprived of all
nobility, jurisdiction, and dignity; and debarred from all offices, benefices and pub-
Jick councils; they are incapable of chusing, or of being chosen to them, (so that it
reacheth all sorts) clergy, laity, noble and ignoble, (as the same author tells us.) And
they fall under all this immediately, ipso facto, as soon as they are hereticks, before
any sentence declaratory of their crime ; so in a manner all the * doctors conclude, In
quo authores feré comoeniunt, proving it from the very words of the law aforementioned.

Let me mention sume of the particulars comprized in this legal infamy : protestants
are hereby excluded from all publick councils, and so from parliaments; being un-
capable of either chusing, or being chosen thereto. - This is the decree of n general *
council, besides several constitutions for it in the canon law. So that all the lords
and commons of England would be by law (while they are protestants) debarred from
having any place in parliament, and all the freeholders from chusing any ; and that by
a law paramount to any civil law or national constitution: and this alone would be
enough to ruin and ve this, or any people whose liberty depends upon parlia-
ments. They are excluded from all dignities, this is essential to the penalty ; for it
is-a *rule in their law, infamibus. porte non pateant dignitati; particularly noblemen
are degraded from their nobility, and deprived of all honours,” this by the same law:
And it is extended to their cgildrcn by many of their * authors, who say expressly,
that the issue of traytors, civil or spiritual, lose their nobility, both that which they
had by privilege and that which comes by descent from their ancestors.

They are deprived not only of all ecclesiastical benefices hut of all secular offices,
which is expressed in the law forequoted; particularly, it is decreed,® that hereticks
be not admrtted into any publick office or benefice; but if they be, itis null and void.
Nor can they exercise any jurisdiction, either spiritual or civil, as their " authors
commonly determine: Andz wpon this account, they conclude all our judges, justices,
and ma that ave protestants, to be incompetént, such as have no more juris-
diction than the bench they sit on, and think not themselves at all obliged to answer
them ; -or if they condescend to give them an answer, yet not to speak the truth be-
fore them, although they be sworn to it. '

* Caput Infames 6. 2. 1 cap. alieni. 2. q. 7. Cap. Excommunicamus 1 §. credentes, de Hareticis, Cap,
Statum, de baeret, in 6.
 De Fide, Disp, 21, § 5. n, 8.

!'b' gunf&l!gd. iana, sum, v. Heret. n. 9. Pet, St Joseph in 1. Deca. p. 39. Tho. Sanches. op, Morsl.
. 2. n, e )

‘Suareeibid. n. 4, ' % Con, Lateran. sub Innocent 8. in Crab, Tom. 2, Concil. p. 948,

% Regul. Juris 87. in 6. 7 Dé Hereticis cap. ut Commiss, in 6, PRSI RS

® Faber Teraquillus, Cantera, Otalors in Sanches. jbid. 1. 2 ¢, 29. n. 1.

e §: Herotic. do Horoticain 6, R e s P o o
quinas, Soto, Castor, Azor, Simaunes, et Suvarez, ihid. Disp. 21, §. 5. n. 12. By the. conttitution

of Gregory IX. an heretick is deprived-of all jerisdiction, whether natural, civil, or pajitick. Simanc

46. §. 74. Juxta Constitutienecs Grugosii IX, &e. . ' 3 BIE
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-Tn short, all that owe any duty to hereticks are discharged from the obligation, and
ed from paying aey. -In their canon law it is decreed," that all whhga are bound
to hereticks by any obligation, whether of oath, or fealty, or service, or any otheragree-
ment, -or promise, are freed therefrom. Subjects owe no allegiance to their prince,
may they may lawfully kill them, as their authors commonly conclude, Servants owe
masters no faithfulness, no service; though they be slaves, and purchased with theix
‘momey; yet they are discharged ; and if they discover their master’s heresy, and so
seek to take away his life, though they be not Christians, it is reason (they hold) that
they have absolute freedom; when none but Christian slaves may have it, save upon
such a treacherous * account. Parents lose authority over their children, so their law?
will have it: And children owe no duty to such parents, only, they are bound under
mortal sin to denounce them, that is, to discover their heresy; which is the way to
deprive their parents of their lives. And they give this reason for it, because 1t is
lawful for a child to kill his father if he be an enemy to the commouwealth ; and,
therefore, he may much more lawfully, in this case, deal thus with his father, that
is, betray him to death. This is an act worthy of honour and praise, asis proved by
the constitutions of several popes, and so many other* writers, that it may pass for
their common dactrine; nor can they be secured from suffering for their parents heresy,
without detecting them as Innocent 1V. decrees,’ s

We see a little to what condition the admission of the papal authority would reduce
us; it would expel nature and humauity, and make the dearest relatives unnatural and
barbarous 40 one another; it would leave no protestant either dignity or authority,
either safety or liberty; by these laws (which must then be ours) our nobles are
sentenced to be peasants, and peasants must be no better than slaves.

Secondly, another penalty to which hereticks are condemned by their laws, is con-
fiscation of all their estates or goods, .and this they incur ipso jure, et ipso facto, that
is, immediately, as soon as they show themselves hereticks, before the sentence of any
judge. There is an express decree® for this in the canon law, bona hereticorum ipso
jure decernimus confiscata. We decree that the goods of hereticks are confiscated by
sentence of law. In this the gloss, and all the doctors who write of ?hereticks, do
agree; and upon this reason among others, becanse human laws punish treason against
men, and sometimes lesser crimes, with confiscation of goods; therefore, much more
must treason against the Divine Majesty, which i8 committed by heresy, be thus
punished. And this reason is assigned not only in the text of the canon law now
mentioned, but also in other texts, particularly Inuocent® the Third thereby proves
that hereticks goods are confiscated, because this is decreed against civil treason, which
is much less than that against the Divine Majesty.

By.virtue of this confiscation, hereticks, as soon as ever they discover it, are de-
prived of all propriety and title to their estates, before any sentence passed against
them, Suarez? saith, this is the common doctrine. Sanchez'® musters up multitudes
of doctors for it:. And " Corduba tells us, that all their doctors in a manner, both
canonists and divines, maintain it,

But though they genenally agree that protestants by law have lost all propriety, and

* Cap. Final de Hareticis.
* Azon. Instit. Mesal, tom 1. L 8. c. 12. q. 7. Penna, Molina, et Sanches. ibid, c. 24. m. 10, 1L
- 3 Cap. 2, 4 fingl, de Hpeticisin 6. o
* Bonacina de obligatione denunciandi. Disp. 4. p. 2. n. 3. Ta Farinacius, Asorius et alii feré commu=
niter. 1d. ex wliiy Sum. Poritificum ‘Constitutionibus probat Penoa. ibid.
§ Septem Decret. de Heretic, ¢ 8,
- # Cap. cum secundum leges, de Heoret. in 6. -7 Suares. ibid. Disp, 22. § 1. n 2
he Vergentes, vers. cum enity, de Heereticis, Cum longé sit gravius, aternam quam temporalem
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have no title to any estate, yet there is some différénce among them about thié pos-
session of what is thus confistated. For many iof them hold, that hereticks, before any’
sentence, are bound in ‘conscience to quit the possession of all ‘they have; and sin;
damnably if they do not; especially if their heresy be publick and notorious, as it is in
all professed protestants: And their reasons are good enough, if the principles upon,
which they proceed were so. For the sentence which some count pre-requisite is
not pretended to be damnatory, to condemn to the punishment, for that is already
done by law; but only, (as all agree) declarative of the crime, that the crime may be
evideut, and who are guilty of it; which is needless when it is evident and notorious
before. .

Others of them teach that hereticks may keep possession, and are not to be deprived

of it, before the sentence declarative of the crime. But though this latter seem more
favourable, yet it is of little or no advantage to protestants, since those that havea
mind to their forfeited estates, may soon procure such a sentence; for an ordinary
bishop, or other ecclesiastical person, may pass it, as the law itself ' declares. For
example: Corker the Benedictine, lately arraigned, was ordered by the pope to be
bishop of London. If their plot had so far succeeded, that the pope’s orders had
taken place, he might in his spiritual court have declared all the known protestants in
T.ondon and his whole diocese Lo be hereticks; which done, all the nobles, citizens,
and others in his diocese, might have been turned immediately ont of possession, and
stript of all they had ; and this by law. The effects of this confiscation, wherein they
all agree, make the severity of the law apﬂarent; and the forbearance of seizure before
sentence of little consideration, if they thought themselves obliged not to seize such
estates before. ' i
" First, All the profits made of the estate, from the first day of their guilt, are to be
refunded, if they be extant and found among their * goads, formally, or but so much
as equivalently; nay, some *will have them responsible for the mean profits, though
they be consumed or spent, if so be they knew themselves to be obnoxious when
they spent them; or being spent, if the estate be any thing better on that account,
they are still looked on as bemng extant, and the estate still liable: And it is counted
better, if the party be ¢ richer, if be therewith bought any thing else, or made use
thereof to pay his debts, or bought but necessaries to live on, and thereby spared his
other revenues. . '
“ Secondly, All alienations by gift, sale, or atherwise, before sentence, are null and
void; and all contracts for that purpose rescinded ; in this, Suarez saith, all their
writers agree ‘unanimously ; and the exchequer of the pope or popish prince will re-
cover all that hath been so disposed of by the hereticks to others where they be,
or in whose possession soever they be found, or through how many hands soever have
passed ; "this is the doctrine universally embraced by all their doctors of law, and all
their divines, so understanding the text of their law, as ®Sanchez tells us. Nay, it is
3 sin? for him to sell any part of his goods or estate, without discovering to the pur-
chaser his hazard, in buying what is by law confiscated. And, in this case, the
purchase will be forced from him without restoring the price he paid for it, unless it
" be found among the hereticks goods, for which the same jesuit alledged above thirty
doctors, Nor are those to whose use the estate is escheated any way obliged to pay amy
of the hereficks debts® which were contracted since: his heresy, -and s0 his creditors
(not exgepting Roman catholicks) may be lawfully ruined, as well s himself.

* De Hereticis, Cap. cum secundun legis, in'6. :

* Suurcz, de fide, Disp. 22. § 4. n. 11. . Sanchez ubi supra, c. 21. n, ult.

$ Simancha, Vasques in Suaree, ibidi oAk, 3. 0, 4dem ibid. §. 4. B G

$ Ibid, §& 1. e 5. In hoc effectu conpors estsemtentie smnnium scribentium, . ., .
¢ Ibid. 1. 22, n. 33. -7 ldem ibid: a,"61, . Ibid. n. 68, _  #Ibid. n, Y6,
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& I%ipc}lﬁ.‘.’_ﬂhe.children'and heirs of Rereticks are deprived of their portions. And

though this seem hard in their own apprehensions, that they should be. ruined snd
reduced to poverty for their parent’s fault, yet what they suffer is not to be considered,
because the child is not here punished by or in himself, but by an accident, and in
another, And this is all the satisfaction the best of them give in this pitiful case.—
Suatez ibid. ' Nor will their law admit that any commiseration of the innocent should
be any impediment to the severity of the execution ; but provides agaiust it in these
words, “Neither shall this severe censure, for the disinheriting of orthodox children,
be any way hindered by the pretence of compassion; since, in many cases, by divine
judgement, the children are temporally punished for their fathers; and, according to
canonical sanctions, vengeance may be sometimes taken, not only upon the authors of
wickedness, but their posterity,” Cap. vergentis, Tit. de hareticis.

But what if the children to whom the estate is left beé Roman catholicks, are they
to be thrust from an estate left them by their heretica! parents ? This seems impolitick,
since hereby no hopes are left to any for securing their estates by turning papists;
and not only so, but they confess it seems to be against piety, and in the fourth synod
of Toledo there is a limitation for the security of such innocents; but by the canon
law in aftertimes that limitation’ was exploded, and the catholick descendants of here-
ticks exclyded from having any advantage * by their confiscated estates. This is
éxpressed in the text of their law, and more fully in an original epistle of pope Inno-
cent III. Suarez ibid. p. 775.

But suppose the posterity of a protestant or his children, being still papists, have con-
tinued in the possession of the estates so left them for many years together (forty or an
hundred years) will not this create them a title, since prescription may do it where
there is no other right, and is allowed so to do both by civil and canon law, and an
hundred years is confessed to be sufficient for prescription® against.the Roman church
in other cases ? -

No, an hundred years will not suffice in this case, if the possessors or their fathers
knew that he who left them the estate was an heretick, and if he was at any time sus-
pected to be so while he lived ; or if he was reputed a catholick all his days ; yet if, any
time within forty years after his decease, it appears he was an heretick, there is no place
left for prescription: but then they will have the estate seised, in whose hands soever
it be found, and the® possessors thrust out, though they be Roman catholicks.

Hereby it appears that, as soon as the papacyis admitted, all title and property is lost
and extinct among us by the law which wiﬁatgcn be in force, unless in those few fami-
Yies who never had a protestant proprietor; nor are they secure as to any part of their
estate, which ever belonged to hereticks: and therefore we must not thiuk his holiness

- deted extravagantly, when he declared all his majesty’s temitories to be his own as for-
feited to the holy see for the heresy of prince and people: for herein he proceeded re-
g arly, and according to that which they esteem the best law in the world. Not only

ty lands are in danger, whogver possess them, but all estates are forfeited to his ex-

chequer, and legally confiscated : .all is his own'which protestants in these three nations
lglth}glg:_ﬁygg_ﬁ;‘i.i,-\.ghq gan but meet with a prince so wise as.to help him to catch it.

+ Thus 'we see the processof their law against protestants must not end with their lives,

but follow them amgny years beyond death and the grave; and ruin their children, and
childrens children, when they are gone: and when they have left a heretick nothing of
his vwn to:subsist.om, it js provided also that he shall have no relief from others: for
this is part of bis penslty,* that noue shall receive him into their houses, nor afford him

any help, not shew him any favour, nor give him any counsel.

* Cap. Vergentis de Hireticin.’ * Menockius & alii in Dians. Sum. V. Prascrip. n, 2. .
¥ Sunches, L 2 ¢, 22. 1 41 4 Zammrdus, Dirvetor. pars 2. po 126,
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We in England are zealous for property, and all the reason in the world we should
be ; but we must bid adieu to this when we once come under the pope’s authority ;-
for as soon as this is admitted, all the protestants in these nations are beggars by law,
by the laws of that church (which will then be ours) divesting us of all propriety and
title to whatever we count our own,.

Thirdly, The last penalty I shall insist on, which their law will have inflicted on
hereticks, is death,

This 1s the sentence of the canon law. Hereticks® are to be delivered to the secular
power to undergo due punishment; and that is death, as appear by many papal bulls

proving and receiving the civil laws, which have adjudged hereticks to death. For
though those laws were originally intended against such only which were hereticks
indeed, yet, since the Roman church will have all protestants to be hereticks, they must
suffer death by virtue thereof, how far soever they be from heresy.

And the canon law further determines, that secular judges cannot remit the penalty,
as appears by the text, cap. u¢ officium, and is more fully explained in the bull of Urban
IV. Hereupon* Zanardus takes it for granted, that all laws will have every heretick
put todeath ; and their angelical doctor? is positive, that hereticks, though they do not
pervert others, may be just iy killed by the secular judges, and bereaved of all they have,
rather than such as are guilty of high-treason.

If there were need to cite particular doctors, Suarcz assures us, that it is the judgment
of all their doctors, Jta docent omnes doctores. But there is a constitution of Paul [V.®
which may serve instead of all; where, to shew how imparlial their decrees are in this
case, having declared that, with the unanimous consent of the cardinals, all pcenal acts,
canons, constitutions against hereticks, made by any popes, councils, or others, are by
apostolical authority renewed and inforced, he specifies persons of greatest eminenc
in church and state, viz. earls, barons, marquesses, dukes, kings, emperors, &c. and will
have all these punishments inflicted on them, if they are or shall hereafter be hereticks,
Particularly it is decreed, that they are therefore deprived wholly and perpetually of
their baronies, marquisates, dukedoms, kingdoms, empires, and rendered uncapable
hereof, so as they shall never be restored. And to make sure work, all of them, kings
and emperors among the rest, shall be put to death.® Only if they recant, the holy see
may shew them this clemency, as to thrust them into some monastery, there to do
penance all their days with bread and water.

This punishment they extend very far,® for death is to be inflicted, not only on the
teachers of what they call heresy, but on all who believe any doctrines opposite to
what the Romanists receive as matters of faith, though they draw none else thereto;
yea on all that believe any one point of such doctrine, though they renounce all the
rest; for they agree, that one error makes a heretick, though all besides that one be
abjured. And on those also who abjure them all, if they do not likewise discover their
complices, and so betray all the protestants they know to death. For such, tboth they
do protess themselves to be paﬁists. and conform to them in all things, yet if they dis-
cover not others, and expose them to death, they are judged to be but? counterfeit ca-
tholicks, and not worthy to live.

The death they will have us suffer is burning alive; no death more tolerable, or of

» Cap. ad abolendum de Heereticis. Vide Susrez ubi supra. Disp. 23. §. 2. n. 1. & 3,

3 Direct, pars 2da. 2de. p. 754. 3 Secund. 2dz. q. 10. Art. 8. Corp.

& Septem Decretal, 1. 5. tit. 3. c. 9.

¢ Scularis relinquantur arbitrio potestatis, animadversione debita Puniendi. Which expression they thus ex-
ain, Debita nimirum secundum jura civilia qu est peena mortis. So Suarez ibid. Disp, 23, §. 2. v. 3.

¢ ldem ibid. §. 2. n. 5, G. ]

7 Quis est occulator Hireticorum == et ideo merito judicatur ficté conversus, ib, §. 6.
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Jess exquisite torture will satisfy-the tnercy of that church. For though they find no
-rule for this in the body of the ¢ivillaw, yet they alledge some latter constitutions for
it, -and pweticidarly thet of - Frederick (which the popes have made tHelr. ownr law) in
these iwords,' Decernimus ut vivi in conspevtu hontinum comburantur, 'we ‘decree that
they shall be burned alive in the sight of the world, “The holy-canous, it'is’presumed,
are for it v the fivst statiite of Henty IV, in -Enfg‘lmd,_ for the burning of hersticks, ‘'was
enacted according to the holy canons. And it they bad no other law for it, yet the
use dnd custom 'of their churoh hath the farce of a-law; and makes it as lawtul and
necessary for then to burn protestants;, ds it is-to burn’ faggots ‘when they are cold;
and that it:is the custom of ‘the church. they have the testimony of all nations round
-about us. ‘We need go no further than dur native countitry, where in the days of the last
popish successor it is proved -bi near three bundred witnesses, that their laws will have
all sorts of us burnt ative, without regard of age, 'sex, or‘quatity.- Andif we will not
be satisfied that they may lawfully burn us, man, woman and child, unless we have
scripture for it, they have it ready, John'xv. ‘6.. “ If any one abide not in me, men ga-
ther thein, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.” -Alledged by diverse of
their prime?* authors for this purpose'; which proves as plainly and infallibly that pro-
testants must be burned, #§ <~ Fegil'my sheep proves-that the pope hath power to
kill both king and people. The process against hereticks in'the inquisition is remark-
ably merciful, for there 8 protestant shatl not havé the favour'to be burnt at first * and
die once ; ‘but must suffer many deaths before, by enduring diverse tortares more grie-
vous than death, before he be brought to the fire. One that hath the spirit of*a Chris-
tian, and feads the account of the tortures there in use, would scarce think that any but
the devils could be either the inventors or executioners of them. But Pope Paul IV,
would better inform him, who ascribes the settling of the inquisition in Spain to the
inspiration of the Holy Ghost; and thereis nodoubt but his successors would attribute
it to the same inspiration, if they could get it settled in-England.  And they are highly
concerned to endeavoar it, if they believe the words of a dying pope.’ For 4 Paul IV,
in a speech before his death (atid so befére his infallibility expired)declared to the car-
dinals, that the authority of the Roman ¢hurch depeénds-only tipen the' office of the in-
quisition. -And indeed 'zt is very fit that'sach an authority should have such a founda-
tion. Nor cap any guestion that it'is necessary and piotis to exercise sll the cruelties
of the inquisition upon us, without shaking the whole fousidition of the Roman church,
and all the authority of it. - L o _
- Hereupon how are we' concennied to logk about 1 P We ought to remember (for they
are not hke to forgst it) thut as'stom as éver the' papal authonity is admitted among us,
all the protestants in-'these natiows are dead-men in law; being undér a law that has
sentenced us to be'burnt alive, and under 2 nower that hath declared it necessary that
no one of ms-cscape with life. '
+ “But:they are nov yet quite ready for burning us, though they are impatient till they
be:sa; and shew whilt design they have upon our persans, by tusning our houses and
goods-into:Gamen. " For thiseolise they think not fit to take, how just and pious so-
eitoem it, mieerly because they cannot, or dare net, till ‘they have the law in
vd power to'munder'ng by a jadicial ‘process. < Where ‘protéstants are nu-
wity they then take for discharging the obligation that is upon
g TOWS THASGACTES, OF ‘Opien Wwars or assassigtions. T-l;ley
‘Hereticks for thelt heresv. So* Bonacina, Diana, Cas-

Wbispra . 6. ¥ Zavardus, inector, 2de pate pi 475

’W%M 2. gk § 4 74 Bum, Vs Bollum, n. 5. Theol, Pract. Tr. %.¢, 13, m. 3.
Ly WAL, v
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tro, Molaous, and others : but cardinal Allen® our conntryman may suffice, who.asserts
it to be not ony lawful, but necessary to take arms against his prince and people, being
hereticks. It is clear (saith he) that what people and persons spever be declared to be
opposite to. God's church, with what obligation soever either of, kindred, friendship,
Ioyalty, or subjectian, 1 be bound unto them, I may, or rather must, take arms against
then;.bf\nd then must we take them for hereticks, when our lawful popesadjudge them
so to pbe. |

Not only soyercign princes and the pope, byt a bishop, may raise war for the faith,
against those that are excommunicate if they submit not ; so Iostensjs, and others * after
him, They count it a more necessary and hely war which is levied for the destroying
af hereticks, than the war agaiust the Turks. IHence cardinal® Pool, in his address to
Charles V. importunes him to turn his;arms against the protestants, being more con-
cerned to ruin them than the Turks. ot

They. think the destroying .of protestants,.

g nts, by massacres sometimes more advisable,
for avoiding the hazards of 3 war; aund these, how bloody and treacherous soever, will
be both lawful and meritotious, being for the rooting out of a pestilent hevesy, and the
promntin§ of the Roman interest. The barbarous Insh never thought their hands and
weapons better employed than in butchering the protestants: and this not more for the
savageness of their nature, than from the laws and doctrines wherein they have so much
encouragement for such bloodiness. The lcast they could expect for it, was tull par-
don of all sin, such as it promised to those who make war against the Turks, and for
the recovery of the Holy m. _For several popes had thus rewarded the Irish, for far
less bloody feats than these; and t'i_lé[_'eb{ testified how meritoripus it is to shed the
blood of English protestants* - Charles IX, with the French papists, never acted any
thing with more satisfaction to his holiness, than that tragedy in Paris, and other cities,
where so many thousand Hugonots were mast treacherously and inhumanly slaughtered,
The pope would not have se great delight as be took therein to be transient, but, that it
might afford him a contiuueg entertainment, weuld have it paioted in his palace. And
for this, triamphs were made by the.papists almost ¢very where, as a most glorious ac-
tion. And that there might be a concurrenge of the greatest impiety with the great-
est inhumanity, publick thanks must he. returned to (rnd,‘ m France and Italy, for the
stabbing, drowning, pistolling, and cutting the throats of so many thousands ; inticed
thither by the solemnity of a,.marr_igge_,, with all the security that the promise and cath
of a king could give them : but nothing is.unlawful that will ruin the protestant relis

ion. Bl i ko . , oz
5 Only in one thing these fell short; for though near .three bundred . thousand were
thus musdered in both nations, yet they killed not sll; whergas if they had not suffered
oue protestant in France.or Iretand meﬁe with bis, the aatholick design had been
there perfectly accomplished, and the bloody actors had mere highly: merited ; for that
merits most which most promotes the cathofick interest, which 18 most promoted when
heresy and hereticks are quite extirpated; and 50 to kill all hereticks is most merito-

. This was it that our eonspirators simed at; they intended to leave no protestants alive;
those that escaped the massacre, should have.heen cut off by their armf.-?__ And Col,
man saithy their design prospered so well, that he doubted not but in a little time their
business would be managed 1o the utter ruin of the protestant party, fo his Jeter® to

. W s i TN Tor LTMELAY 2y, sl

* Admonjtion to Nobility and People, p. 41, ¢ Vid, Silvest. V. Bellum, i

$ Lib. de univiie Ecclesiastica ad finem.  And this was he whio made it his bumness iti w6 tidfiy Ebutis t form
& league against England (having renounced the pope’s supremacy ;) peérsuading {he"pegih petube’ thut it wes
more necessary end meritorious than a war against the Turks,

¢ See the Brieves of Gregory XTIL ~Amio 1380, end Clerent VIIL 1660. © |
# Dugdale’s deposition at the triat of the five Jesuits, p. 25 -4 fu Colemant’s THlL, Yy, 78,
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the internuncio.” The effecting of this, with the consequence of it, wits'a thing so de-
sirable, 50 meritoricus, that if he had a sea’ ‘of bloed, and a hundred lives, he would lose
them all to ‘carry on the design ; and if, to effect this; it were necessary to destroy an
hundred heretical kings, he would do it. 'Weé must not imagine that it was a éin with
this man to destroy ap hundred kings, and an hundred kingﬁoms too, in such a cause;
a cause, no doubt, most glorious, and of transcendent merit in then account ; when
one man might, without profuseness, be at the expence of an hundred lives, and a sea
of blood, to promote it.” LIt'is true, by his expressions, he seems to be in some transport,
and no wonder when he had so fair a prospect of the utter ruin of protestants by their
present bloody design ; andspeaks of their ruinas a thing certain, and not to be doubted
of. Sure this was a sight so fair, s transporting, as must needs ravish a good Roman
catholick ‘out of his senses, Butthen how senseless must they be, who will not believe
our utter ruin was designed, when such as best knew it make no doubt but it would
in a little time be ‘certainly-éffected ¥ Howeéver we cannot think that they who make so
little of killing an hundred kings, when thez:stand in the way of their catholick design,
will stick at assassinating any %ﬁ-rt‘icn’hr subjects. | -

When we hear papists say (as diverse such sayings have been of late observed) that
they would make no more to Kill a pratestant ‘man, or. child, than to kill a dog,* we
look upon them as wild expressions, which proceed rather from the Wickedness of the
persons than of their principles; whereas indeed they have ground enough from the
writings of their chief authors, * ‘One of their greatest divines proving that they may
justly kill s, being hereticks, makes use of this argument among others, Christ calls
hereticks thieves and robbers ; but sure thi¢ves and robbers are worthy of death ; also
he calls them ravenous wolves, Matth. v. Luke xx. ¢/ But wolves are not ounly to be
driven from the flock, but also to be killed, if ‘it be possible.” So Suarez® argues; and
his argument seems less tolerable than the other villatnous expression, for.it seems more
meritorious to kill 3 wolf than a dog. Cardinal* Baronius tells the pope (though his
holiness might know so evident a truth' before) that Peter had a double ministry, to
feed, and to kill; according to that text, feed my sheep: and according to that too,
kill and eat: for, saith he, when the pope hath to do with refractory opposers, then
Petet is commanded to kill, and slay, and devour, Much according to this cardinal’s
doctrine is the sayingof Singleton® the priest, that he would make no more to stab
forty parliamient men than to eat a dinner.  And who can discern but the priest’s ex-
]Iw\résaibti is as agreable ‘to the cardinal's commeont, as that is'te his text? Girald and

celly, the two priests that were chief in the murder of Sir Edmund-Bury Godfrey, that
they might draw Ms Pranve into' that barbarous action, told him,® that it was no mur-
dér, 1o sin; (and Girald' said, nothing was to bé made of killing twenty hereticks in
such a‘case) that it was an act of charity, and a3 meritorious work. We may easily con-
ceive ' fiow they have it to be an act of justice; for they are taught, that the killing of
hereticks Justa est quia Viadigatiod ; ‘4nd so withal, how it may be meritorious; every
‘set of virtue beidg so by therr doctrine: but how it'can be an'act of ‘charity is aot so
y o discern,  'We shall bardly be persuaded; that to kill us is an act of charity; but
“Havedit'so; wmﬁstht “And thep who can deny but that papists are the

1ot chi sous under the copé of heavet, since they will not stick to muvder
ilitons' anks (all in these nations) out of meer catholick charity ? What need
ey v epouthia of any; that will daré hereafter to accuse their church as
charits y have two hundred thousand arguments from one topick, the
massacre in ¥re P P e That none ever.ont of hell were niore eminent for this vir--

Il s s77. ‘Bthhhwj _.-ymoki'ﬁuﬁﬁv;, p. 28. Gifferd in Hist. Plot. p. 218,
3 Do FidoDisp. 2§ b a4 ard: 1o, ¢ 7o 4B # L pist. contsa Venetos,.
3 Prange’ .m‘?uﬁ, Pde ?‘:lhid. pe l'ﬁ.z T B )
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‘The gunpowder-traitors were as much for the meritoriousness of murdering hereticks.
John Grant, one of the principal conspirators; the day he was executed, being advised
by a grave and learned person, to repent of that-wicked ‘enterprize, be 'answered, that
I was so far from counting it a sin, that, on the contrary, he was confident, that noble
«esign had so much of ment in it, as would beabundantly emough to’mske satistaction
for 4ll the sins of his whole life, as® Casaubon assures from goodevidenee.*

<0 the dreadfil power of the spirit of delusion, whichcanpérsnade a man,'even when
Keis' dying, that the most horrid and barbarous design that ever the devils helped any
of théir instruments to contrive, is so tratiscendently both meritvorious and satistactory !
yet'this‘i¢ not a private spirit, but that by whichi'the Reman ¢hurch seems:generally
mspired. This was but a more compendious way ‘of executing the laws of ¢hetr church
against protestants. And Roman catholicks are left to devise what expedient they can
for the execution of them, when ‘they are'not in a capacity of proceeding‘the ordinary
way, by burning us. ‘And-that invesntion will have most of merit which is most quick
and extensive, and makes an end’of tostat once. ‘The society is particularly under
the conduct of that spirit ; forthe provincial Garnet, Tesmond, Gerard, and other Je-
suits did teach the conspirators this cathelick doctrine® that the king, nobiity, clergy
and whole commonalty of the realm of England (papists excepted) were hereticks, ‘were
actursed and excommunicated, and ‘that no heretick could be a king ; but that it was
lawful and meritorious to kill the king; and all other héreticks within -this realm of
England, for advancing and enlargement of the authority and jurisdiction of the bisho
of Rome, and for the restoring of the Romish religion.” What! is it meritorious to kiﬁ
all in the realm ? Yes, the more the better; thé greatér the sacrifice, the greater will
thé value and merit of it be: they will prove it unanswerably by an argument from the
less to the greater. If it be meritorious to kill one ‘heretick, it will be as much more
meritorious to kill all in 2 kingdom, as all in a whole kingdom are more than one single
person. ' Thus the greater wickedness s, the more powerful motive their church hath
for its encouragément ; the more ptedigiously bloody and inhuman it is, the more will
the ‘catholick ‘merit of it advance. And the ground of this is observable ; they will have
it meritorious {0 murder this whole nation, king and people, because they were hereticks,
and all hereticks are accursed and excommunicated.  Now King flamcs and the people
of these kingdoms were not at this time excommunicate expressly, nor so denounced,
nor any such sentence against them ‘published, as the jesuits acknowledged ; only they
were included in the general éxcommunication, which is denounced by the pope against
all hereticks every year the week before Easter.  So that all who are in their account
hereticks but one year, or but one day, before Maunday Thursday, are sufficiently ac-
cursed and excommunicated; to' make them ligble to ‘be juetly killed, and to render any
papist capable of meriting, by doing execttion upon them. All the protestants in these
nations may be meritoriousty Slaughtered, as'soon as ever the papists have opportunity
to do’ it, without expecting a warrant from ‘any other sentence, or excommunication,
than what we are continually under. . This was the doctrine of our English jesuits, of
Garnet their superior particularly, whom the papists here honoured as a pope, and paid
him the veneration due to his holiness, by kisking his feet, and reverenced his judgment
as an oracle; and since his déath he {latl}-;“t’he:ﬁbnoum of a martyr. Aod if he and his
associates be counted martyrs, for but designing to destroy the protestants of these
realms, though they miscarried, what would their successors be thought worthy of, if
they could attempt it successfully, and do efféctual executiont Garnet further declared
it to be his judgment, that it was so necessary to have protestants destroyed, that it
would be meéritorious to attempt it, éven in sach a way as would ruin masy catholicks
with them, Catesby (with respectto the powder-plot, whereby many Roman catholicks,

* Epist, Fron, duc. p. 189, - 3 .Gunpqwder Treason, p. 74,
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and some of considerable quality, were like to be blown up together with the protestants)
em:{u.i-rcs of their oracle,' Whether it was lawful to ruin the guilty and the innocent to-
gether ? Garnet first answers in a private house, that it is lawful, if so much advantage
can be gainad by it as will countervail the destruction of Lhe innocent. Afterwards he
tells them in the ficlds, that they may lawfully extinguish the good and bad together,
and that it would be an act of great merit, if 1t would much promoic the catholick in-
terest. Upon this account we see how it might be meritorious to buin London, though
the houses and goods of many papists were consumed in the flames; yea, and how the
most desperate villains.amongst them might merit heaven, and expiate all the crimes of
a most flagitious life, if he could but fire the whole kingdom; provided so many pro-
testants were thereby ruined as would countervail the loss of such catholicks, who
could not escape the common flames.. =~ = - ;
. Wheteby we see their principles and actings; both of them are grounded upon their
church-laws, sentencing hereticks to death and ruin. The executing of these laws is the
exercise of a principal virtue, an act of justice, aud is upon this and other accounts es-
teemed meritorious. Execution must be done one way or other in order to it; they
must and will do what pur present circumstanges leave feasible. They cannot now in
a bishop’s court try and. condemn us, and.then deliver us to the secular power to be
burnt at a stake; but they can stab, or pistol, or, poison ns, or blow us up ; and thesg
are acts of justice upon malefactors, which. their laws condemn to death, no less virtu-
ous and meritorious than the other; perhaps heroical in their.account, as being of more
than an ordinary strain. It is true, they want some formalities of law, yet are never
the worse for the want of that which they cannot possibly have. DBut when once they
have secured the thrane, we may expect they will proceed against us with more obser-
vance of a judicial process, and burn us and our children with all punctilios of law, as
they did under the last popish successor. : .
But it is not probable that under such a-successar these laws may not be executed.
If there were any probability, that for a while they might not be thoroughly executed,
yet our condition in the interim would scarce be tolerable to an Englishman ; to be di-
vested of all security by law for liberty, estate, and life, and to hold these without, nay
against law, only at the will and known mercy of papists; even when they must count
a cruelty to themselves to spare us, seeing both their salvation and (which seems gene-
rally more minded) their interest is concerned in the execution of these laws. It seems
highly probable to me that all endeavours will be used to have them fully execated ;
for the design of these laws is to destroy protestapts. And those Romanists that
understand their concerns.do make account, that their main interest lies in this; for
neither can they recover their former flourish and greatness, nor can they indeed think
themselves safe, till this be done. : e
Accordingly, we may observe, that in all countries round about us, who have been
under popish princes, all attempts have been made, and their utmost endeavours used,
utterly to root out protestants; and it is meer folly to expect that we should fare
better in like ¢ircumstances. . Even in France the only instance alledged to give any
hopes that. H;,u't_gg_zmtg m#}' subsist under such a power, the design o these laws was
vigorously pursued in all methods of pretended justice and plain violence, in the reigns
of five kings successively ; by confiscations and plunderings, by fire and sword, by
assassinations erqus massacres, and open war. So that some hundred thousands
of them were destroyed; and, in all reasen none of them had escaped, nor any more
Hugonots had:been lefy. in France than there are in Spaia and ltaly, if they had not
.atood upan theirdefence, which yet proved a lamentable expedicnt; for, if we will
believe father Patsons,” two millious on both sides were slain within the compass of
ten years in the reign of one of those five kings.

" ¥ Casaubon, p. 184. * Mitigation, p. 130.
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Those who would have us reduced to such a condition, ‘wherein we ¢annot other-
wise be secured than the French protestants were, would either bave us prostitute
our religion and all that is dear to us to the'will of the papists, ‘or else expose the
nation to desolation and ruin. - Sic at e, Jobd g

Our conspirators have declared that they ‘had the very sime design which those
gracious laws engage them in; viz. the utter extirpation of protestints and their reli-
gion, and were resolved and prepared to pursue it with fire and sword." Of the former,
they have‘[ﬁven us a rcal demonstration by the flames we have already seen; and of
he latter, by their army to be commanded by officers of the pope’s appointment.
They were to begin with assassinations, and our sovereign was to fall with the first.
In this, all that have given any evidence, exactly agree, and all see but those that
will be blind, and would have his majesty, for company, perish with his eyes shut.
When they had dispatched the king a massacre was to follow, as is positively sworn,
again and again, by unexceptionable ' witness, and this signified to be the method
advised by the conspitators both in France, Flanders, and Eangland; then to make
clear work, those protestants that escaped the massacre were to be destroyed by their
army. Coleman, at his trial, would have us believe that nothing was intended but the
advance of p:‘fer{, by the innocent way of toleration; that is no wonder, for he was
then concerned, if ever, to disguise their design. But when he hath to do with those
who were conscicus to the plot, and with pleasure-could see the bottom of it, then
the mask is off; then it is, in plain tefms, *“the subduing of a pestilent heresy (for
so is the trae Christian refigion in the Roman stile riow-a-days) and the ugter ruin of
thie protestant party.” *To accomplish such a glorious design, there must be no stick-
ing rars was observed before) to kil an hundred heretical kings, (alas! one single king
was nothing to the dagger of ‘such 2 hero) or to shéd a sea of blood, (their own he
means.) How many seas of protestant blood do we think might haveé®atisfied such
harmless catholicks? Not an hundred we may be sure, if all the protestants in the
world could have bled more. But this they were bound in conscience to execute the
yope's laws, they were at all points ready to do it, they wanted nothing but a catho-
Yick prince in‘the throne: +; P iy =3

O, but'the temper, or, at ledst; the interest'of such a prince, would oblige him to
forbid or restrain sach violent €xecutions in'England. - o, e “

1, but what if his temper be suchas to comply with such violent proceedings; or
his temper being better, what i it be overruled ?- What if he be persuaded, as other
cathoficks are,” that he must in conscience proceed thas? ‘What if'ﬁc'canndt'do other~
‘wise, 'without apparent hazard ofhis erown or'lifez * =
- The contrivement is such;, ‘that exevution shalt be done before fie hath got the reins
of government into'his hand; and when he hath thét, ‘be is 0ot 16 bold them alone;
ke Will ndt be allowed ‘to be ‘much more that'the pope’s postillion, ‘and must look to
be 'disatolinted f he drive not's ng to order.

* Let thése things be weighed, that we may see, ‘before it be too late, into what cir-
cumstaiices we are ronning.  If the princé be zealous and resolute, a bigot in their
way ; if His heat in embracing religion” at fifst, or promoting' it afterward, “transpor¢
ki ‘Beyond the sense of hisinterest ; 'if it idke him contémn such reason, or déclitie
that donsideration that should have withheld bim from it, ‘of might moderate him
it; i -he make it-his design, ‘and eount it his glory, to’slibdue this nii’gi_&l'iii pestitent
heredy §"if he give up himself to the coupseld and conduct of such, whosé Words and
pm'ctam'-':ﬁgs l:tm!tlient t.hm:i they ﬂ;};.n@a ’exxrcuf':jti}fs ; theit’ :};ﬁe"‘ﬁ‘ﬁ violent pre-
sumption that he will not study any abatement of the rigoyr of thess ryining laws,
aﬁctp onge be thinks himself firmly setited. i 2 D IRRRE

M. Dugdale, in Tr'ilf.ﬁf the }-‘m Jesuite, p. 25
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B if (as. I had rather. suppose) his inclination. should lead him to some indulgence
and . forbearance,, yet that must be contronled by comscience, and conscience mus
digtate what.they suggest, who have the conduct of it; and it will be readily suggest-
ed, “ that it is a deadly crime to favour hereticks to the prejudice of the cathplick
interesty”, which.can never be more effeptually advanced than by their ruin.. Besides,
the law itself assnres us, “ that it is not in.the power of any civii magistrate to, remit
the penalty, or abate the rigour thereof;”. and this. also is declared by the bulls 3 of
several popes. = Nay, if the prince.should solemuly engage his faith, and give as nmqu}
seeurity as_papists can give by oath, that he would not suffer sanguinary laws to be
executed upon his dissenting subjects, this would signify nothing : For they would
sogn let him understand, that “ contracts made agamnst the canon law. are invalid,
though confirmed, by oath,” as P..a St? Joseph, And * that he is not bound to
stand to his promise, for the liberty of religion, though he hath sworn to:it,” as Bona-
cina;* and that faith is no more to be kept with bereticks, than the general council
of Constance would have it,  So that protestants are to be burat, as John Hus and
Jerome of Prague were by that council; though a prince hath given his faith avd oath
for their safety. The best that is pleaded in defence of that general council, so open-
ly canonizing perfidiousness, leaves protestants as much exposed after a]l the security
the prince can give, asif none at all were given, them. The emperoris engagement,
say they, secured them against secular process, but not against the process of the
church. So that the church may burp us, when the prince iath engaged all his faith
for our safety. And to this purpaose it is ohseryable wﬁat Becanus, ® an eminent jesuit,
delivers whkn he is endeavouring to vindicate their council. The council of Constance,
saith he, decree these two things: First, * That the secular power can no way hinder
the ecclesiastical power from its legal exercise, and therefore, if any secular prince do
give safe cogguct to any heretick, this ought not to hinder the ecclesiastical judge
rom exercising his office, that is, from trying an heretick, and proceeding agajnst
bim according to evidence. The reason is, because when there are two princes, who
have distinct judicatures and tribunals, one of which is greater and superior to the
other, the inferior may not hinder the superior from executing his jurisdictions. And
therefore the security which he promiseth to any extends not to the tribunal of the
superior prince, because the superior is_not bound by the laws and agreement of the
inferior, (caput, cum. inferior extra.) .But now, the secnlar and ecclesiastical prigce
have distinct tribunals (as is well known) and the ecclesiastical is superior, ( ctX)_., solita; )
therefore the secular, when he gives safe conduct to any, he cannot extend it ta the
ecclesiastical tribunal; nor, by the seeurity given, can- hinder the jurisdiction of the
ecclesiagtical judge, &c.” . Molgnus ® also, who undertakes to excuse this council, saith,
itis a_general ryle with the Romanists, that ! faith is either never to be given, or pever
to be kept, with hereticks for the exercise of their religion.” Simanca,? by the autho-
rity of the council, maintains this worthy principle, * that faith engaged to hereticks,
though, gonfirmed by, oath,.is in no wise to be performed,” He would prove it by
' s (saitl !f\p 'z-,fif; faith be not to be kept. with tyr;nts,g_aind.pgrates. and other
2. ’,L%]c yody, much Tess is it to be kept with hereticks, who kill souls;
He confirms 1t with the testimoniés of Salomonius, and Menoehius, Placa, &c. and of
their Yangelical dogtar, the oracle of their schools, wha saith, an. unteachable heretick

18.to pe Detrayed, im.;_s..np;j_wi%mnudiug_f#i_,t_h and oath. . Becanus,” to vindicate
;!;j;l'dzégti‘pgég(; raigngs: tells us, that they all say as much as he hath said. | Simanca
tcachciai‘hgwe bt we. A l?!gi;.._}\'.i&-.,t.i}'al faith is to be kept with bereticks in what is

¥ agiltomti o k. VDo primo Preecepto,p 9% .. | o
# Do primo Preecepto. ' Disp. 8. qu 2. punct. 8. prop. S, 1.°159. s Manual. 1. & cap.'n. 15716,
-4 De Fide, |, 3.¢. 27 - 7 Cathol. Enrh‘z. Tit. 46, n. 52. ¢ Sum. 2da 2d®, Q. 70, Art, 1.
® Manuel L. 5. c. 15. 0. 25,
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lawful and honest, but in no case otherwise; and so never in case of heresy. So that
the faith of any prince, however engaged, is so far from giving an heretick any secu-
rity, as heresy is far from being a thing lawful and honest. Upon these principles (by
which it appears that Rome bath changed faith with Carthage, that being now worse
than fides punice, and is, when she would be counted Christian, far more faithless than
when Pagan,) their doctors, jesuits, and others, have instigated kings to endeavour
seriously the rooting out of hereticks; asserting, that an oath in favour of hereticks
is but winculum iniquitatis. In fine, this is the sense of their best authors, and we
must believe it to be so, unless we will be deluded. By their laws and principles they
are always under an obligation utterly to exterminate protestants; yet sometimes they
are concerned, in point of interest, to forbear and dissemble; pretending to engage
their faith when they do it not in the sense of those who rely on it, as the council of
Constance deluded Jerome of Prague, that they might (as they did) burn him: or en-
gaging their faith when they intend not to keep it, as our Queen Mary, Charles 1X.
of I'rance, and other popish princes, abused the protestants to make them secure, that
they might have the better advantage to ruin them ; and then, that they may seem real,
they may promise or swear that they will not proceed against us; yet, notwithstanding,
when they have an opportunity to destroy us, though they were by ten thousand oaths
not to attempt it, yet they sin damnably if they endeavour it not to the utmost.

But if there were neither law nor conscieuce to hinder, yet in point of interest, he

must not shew favour to hereticks, nor grant any indulgence for their religion; he
cannot do it without apparent hazard both of crown and life. For, by shewing such
favour, he in their account deposeth himself, and immediately loseth title to his king-
doms. : _
An emperor or a king, saith Parsons," if he shew favour to an heretick, for that he
loseth his kingdom. The jesuits have sufficient grounds for this doctsine, how ex-
travagant soever it seems. For the council of Lateran, which Bellarmine calls their
greatest and most famous council, decreeth,® that if a prince, upon a year'’s warning,
doth not exterminate hereticks, his subjects are discharged from allegiance, and his
dominions are to be seized on by other catholicks: He thereby draws upon himself the
curse and excommunication of the church, he is excommunicate by law, that council
hath passed sentence already, and bie is de facto anathematized yearly by the bull of
the supper; the former is excommunicatio juris by the law, and this is excommunicutio
hominis by the judge, as several of their *doctors will have it. So that it takes effect
presently, ipso_facto, -and is of no less force than if the person concerned were excom-
municated particularly, and by name, though the terms be general.

The pope, every year, doth solemnly excommunicate and curse, not only all here-
ticks, but every favourer and defendet of them; and from this sentence none can
absolve any but the pope himself, for it isa rgserved case; and they generally declare
him to be a favourer of hereticks who hinders the execution of the laws made against
them. Conformably hereto, their doctors teach, that kings and princes, when they
are negligent in rooting out _hcrctic’ks; the atc‘té'bc_ excommunicated and deposed
by the pope. So Becanus.* Another, as I find him *cited, sets it out more elegantly
in a metaphor, making princes 1o be the popes, their shepherds dogs, (as they are
wont to do out of great reverence,) and expressed himself significantly to this purpose.
If a prince be 2 dull cur, and fly not upon hereticks, he is to be beaten out, and a
keener dog must be got in bis'stead. Others® tell us, he incurs mofe grievous penal-.
ties than excommunication, as appears by the breves of several popes; though to be

* Philopat. p. 109. * Cap. Excommunicamus, de Hareticis Sect. moneantur. i

3 Graff, decis, 1 4. ¢. 11, n.'6. Bacanus de Fide. ¢. 18. 4.8, n. 6. Sotv 4. Distinet. 25, Q. 1. Art. 1. Citing two
texts of their law for it. cap. sicut de Hereticis, et cap. siguis forte. 24. Q. 1. e . R

4 Controvers. Anglican. p. 131, 132 T 5In Fc;ﬁli;. pag. 00, 6 Zanard, Direct. Pars. 2 pag, 81 -
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would thivk'sifficiently grievbils. ** Bay ther€ is no eed 1o cite patticular doctors, see-
ing; by the decrees ‘of thit thiurth, the fautord of hereticks are liable' to the pen:
which ure to"be inflicted ot herbticks thetnselves: and their chnrc’liél:i%" deteir
again and dgain,’ that théy aré ¥ 'He' taken for fautors of hereticks, who Giffit"
they ought todo, for theé punishifig of hereticks, that they may cease from their érror:
‘And in this théy dll agtee, ‘tta docent omnés, saith Suarez’ Sure he must have more
love for protestants than' ady tiue’papist can have, who will run such hazards, to shew
them favour. =~ e o

He must expeéct also to be burdened with the hatred of zealous catholicks, and the
effects thereof. " They detest such a prince, and damn that political prudence, which
forbears the severe execution of the laws against hereticks; as being the way not only
to ruin the church, but subvert a’kingdom.* They count none worthy the crown, who
will not go throdgh stitch with their design for extirpating hereticks, and promoting
the Roman interest witly fire and sword. Nay they count such, though they be papists,
as bad as hereticks, worse than Turks, and unworthy to live; they will have a price set
on their heads, and assassindtes hired to rid the world of them. So DrStapleton,’ count-
ed one of their greatest and most sober divines. And these are not only points for spe-
culation, they have hécn reduced to practice amiong those who have the repute of the
most moderate papists in Europe. Henry I1I. and 1V. two Kings of France, were as-
sassinated on this account. A suspicion that they favoured protestants was the great
inducement to zealous catholicks to get them stabbed. The two kings since indeed
have escaped better : no wonder, for they never provoked the catholic assassinating
spirit: they have given sufficient demonstration that they hate the protestants; for
though they kill them not out-right, yet have they reduced them to such circumstances,
that their mdrtal enemies may, to their satisfaction, see them die a lingering death.

And which more concerns us, the conspirators in all places having declared expressly,
that if RO. H. do not answer their expectation, for rooting out of the protestant reli-

ion, and extirpating those that profess it, their design® is to destroy him after they
ﬁave killed his brother. So that whatsoever respect they have for him on the account
of hisreligion, yet, after they have served their turn on him awhile, he must expect no-
thing but death, unless he will give assurance that he will ruin the protestants of these
nations. = ik ' - : :

Hereby we may judge what favour we may in reason promise ourselves from the
temper or interest of a popish successor. . L . L8

But may not parliaments secure us bvlaws and provisions restraining the powers
which endanger us? ! .

“There is nothing of this tendency can in reason be expected from parliaments, with-
ot secutin, %he _tﬁ'rﬁne_.‘,. - For if the conspirators once gain that, it may be they will
haye no paﬁlmqts,n government more arbitrary and violent is more agreeable to
iheéir principlés-and designs. | Tt is apparent, that popery, as it hath been by many oc-
ca gince the _Bﬁfwmat[,m;,._ hath in a manner-quite stifled the English

Bists, They are for another government, in which the pope must
hich ‘our kings must be sabjected or killed. And in civils, they
archy, by which this ‘and others must be swallowed up ; and -
devote themselves to that prince who bids fairest for it.  So
d.in Queen Ehzabeth’s time, and now, upon that sccount, are

s E‘ﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂ TR Cap. Error 83, Distinct. et cap. Qui alius, de Heereticis,
s Tiwg Disp, | et %R 4 Ripadeneira de Principe, 1. 1. ¢sp. 15.
Soutre POGoDS, P 1546t 0K i Honpis, Mistor. Jesuit, |- 4. ¢, k. Sect. 2,
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wheeled off to the French: they have ‘been forward upon:ali oceasions to sacrifice the
“honour of the king and the liberty -of the subject to. the Koman Moloch; they are

much more his subjects than the king's ; ‘and they are no 'more to be trusted as to the

true English interest, than the Italians ot Spaniurds. They pass for natives indeed,
being born among us; but are plainly foreiguers as to govermment, principle, interest,
affection, and design. We may well believe on these ‘accounts they are no friends to

parliaments, if they did not otherwise openly declare it: : .

But if the necessity of their affairs should require a parliament, there is no great quess.
tion but they may get such a one as will serve their turn : for so'hath every of our for-
mer prifices 1n all the changes of religion that have been amongst us.  So did IHenry

VII1. both when he was for popéry, and when he was against it, and when he was

partly both for it and against it. " So did Edward V1. when he was wholly protestant.
So did Queen Mary, when she was for burning them alive. 8o Jid Queen Elizabeth,
when she run counter to her sister. There are English papists enough already to fur-
nish both houses ; and there will be more, if popery were once enthroned. The strongest
arguments, which diverse have for their religion, are drawn trom the throne. The in-
differency, which fs visible in too many, signifies that they will be determined by their
interest, and their éstates are like to outweigh their religion. .

The warping of diverse upon advancement, and acting counter to themselves when
lower, shews there is something liigher in their hearts, than that which should be su-
preme. The little concern they shew for religion, who, in regard of their station in the
church, should have the greatest zeal for it, disappointing and astonishing, those who
esteemed. them protestants, and great supports of that profession.

“The little sense of any danger, (when our religion was never in such extreme hazard,
since we and our fathers were born) the obstructing in one or both houses, of all that
is offered to secure us, or hath the most probable tendency to it, by those from whom
it was least expected. Those greater heats against true protestants (diftering from us
in some small things) than against papists, when represented by this horrid plot in their
own colours, shews, that popery is no such formidable thing to many, now under ano-
ther profession, as it is and will be to hearty protestants, and such as have effectnally
received the love of the truth. However, by the laws which will be in force, when the
throne is papal, all protestants must be excluded from both houses. For all these must
then pass under the notion of hereticks, and as such, not only by the constitutions of
several popes, but by the decree' of a general council, received as obliging in popish.
countries ; they are made uncapable of being admitted to anuy publick councils, or of
chusing any to sit there. Thisis but a branch of one of the lcast penalties we must then
lie under ; and thus all hopes of any relief by parlisments; ‘under such a successor, are
guite blasted, * e | _ |
. As for laws, such as are, or piay be made beiore-hand for réstmining” popery, and,
securing our religion under a popish sovereignty,- they will then be judged nullities,
for they are no laws which are against the common good ;° but these will be counted

mischievous acts, of a pernicious suture and terlency, being for the support of heresy,
against their catholic interest. They will be hult and ¥oid also; withont any foxmal re-
‘pealy dpen another account, viz: ‘because enacted by an incomptent adthority.;,

parhiaments are now, and have been long, constituted of such as they cownt heretickh’;
and these, by the decrees and principles of their chipeh, have no  jurisdietiy :
much less that which ‘i “sovereign ‘and legislative. “They have n

judgment upon laws dulv made, 0 far are they from ‘all just power’

.5 ‘(l-'i'tp. Excommusaicamus.Sect, credented. Tit.de Hueretichs. : B et B ey
* Juxta Consbiuttivnes Greg. 9, Humrotichs privasoy omni, Pominio naturali, €ivil, politice.” Simanon St
€athol. Tit, 46, N.?:i.‘ e €8 D TARWICUCUI RRYRIN 0N .41 Taliy C1YiH, RRlbea. STRARC
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“whereds 1o laws can be made'in these realms without the concurrence of every of the
: :?@q;?@gs in parliaments, they will not own any of them to be in a capacity to concur
1erein.

‘The king being an heretick, is with them no King; heis divested of all prerogatives
-and royalties ; bath no power to call parliaments, or pass any bills there rendéred : He
is no better with them.than-a ptivate person, nay in a worse capacity than a good sub-~
ject; for by their principles he.may lawfully be killed by a private hand., ;

- The nobles being hereticks, their blood is tainted by ti;g highest treason, the attain-
der good in law, aiat?-'la_wi which will then be of most sovereign obligation ;) they have
lost all privilege of peers, they have no titles to baronies, no rights to be summoned by
writ, if there were avy that had right to:summon them. They have forfeited what they
had by descent, though from popish ancestors ; and what they had by patent is null
and void. Siance our primces were protestants, they are no more lords, in_the sense of
the Romish laws, nor have more right to sit as peers in making laws than laws of Jack
Straw’s creating. P T G vy e F e T Sy

- This is manifest by the fitst penalty forementioned, and awarded against hereticks
by the laws of the Roman church; which takes effect from the first day of their sup-
posed heresy, before sentence of any judge. B LS s

The commons being bereticks are no proprietors, and 50 have no power, no privilege
due to the commons of England ; they are born to no estates, if they be the issue of pro-
testants, the estates of thewr fathers being confiscated betore they were born, and so is
all they hagve acquired since by purchase, or otherwise. So that they have no right to
be chosen, nor have protestants any right to chuse tlmm,_being vo frecholders, nor ha-
ving title to any goods or lands. by any tenure whatsoever, ln short, by the judgment
and sentence of their church, all ranks among us are in a state of usurpation, we have
no right to estate or life (as we are like to find when they have powpr,g__.nauch less any
authority to make laws. What our parliaments have enacted, or may do, for the secu-
ring of our religion, or restraint of catholicks, 1s no more valid, no more. obliging with
them, than the acts or ordinances of meer usurpers, nor do they owe, nor will they pay
them more observance (when time serves) than to the constitutions of so many thieves
and robbers. o

But suppose our laws were valid, and enacted by a competent authority, yet, being
against the laws of the church, the sovereign authoniy, of these will supersede the other:
for so they determiue, that when the canon and the.civil laws clash, one requiring what
the other allows not, the church-law must have observance, and that of the state be
‘neglected. The law* provides for its pre-eminence in thése words, Constitutions against
‘the. canons and decrees of the Roman bishops are of no moments. Their best authors *
are positive in it, and our own country affords us instances of it. The statutes of pro-
“yisoes, and others of like hature, made in the reigps of Edward 1. Edward II1. Richard
?1@;__3@_-}1@)3 V. f‘o_-r;-f_che':ﬂlief of the nation against papal incroachments: they were
deleatar by the pope’s anthority, and in effect repealed, there being no effectual exe-
f-them till Henry the gigl;t‘s time. And if the pope (the throne being once at

sn).shauld appe "--qggii;!i;_'_‘gqx statutes or provisions made for our security,
against the. statutes of Edward 1L and Edward I11. that
anull them as to the consciences of Roman catholicks; or to lay
er'then) igeffectual to the purposes they are designed for.
13t laws:made now for our security will signify, when such a -

presulum Romanorum vel bonos mores, nullius sunt momenti,

“Bonocing. Tom. 2. Disp: 1.'q. 1o punct 4. n. 17,
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Upon the whole, our dmge T as to aH-our concerns; civil.and religious, is very appt-.
rent, aud looks upon us with such a temhle aspect, @s: scarce any true protestant can
fully view it without horror and trembling, “urestates, }wea. and souls are in extreme
hazard, and what bave we more? That w vich will pot secure us is discernable by the
‘premises ; what expedient may be effectual to resoue us aud onr posterity, who with us
and all that is dear to both, are now in the very Jaws of desmmchon, is [:umbly left to
the wisdom of the nation in parliament.

Pereat Papa: or Reasons why a Presumptive Heir, or Popwh Successar, should not
inherit the an.

It is conceived, and that very candidly, wnthout prejudice to other judgments, or
troubling ourselves by reflecting on that so often baffled a cause called popery, that a
papist, or one popishly affected. ought not to inberit, or'succeed in the management of
the crown,

- Reason 1.—1In strictness of law, because one so qualfied hath wilfully disabled or
rendered himself uncapable of that beuefit, which the common faw (after the usual
course of descent) dul{’apositwely require ; for it is presumable, that he that succeeds
in the office of the crown should be %evaﬂy adopted to execute so great a trust; and
therefore it Minus, Idonens, be not sulﬁmently ballasted with the notion and intrigues
of state, others are to govern in aid of him, as in case of idiocy, lunacy, or the like, and
the parliament is bound (as intrusted to redress grievances and secure the nation) to
place it where religion and property shall be adjudged most safe.

There are several precedents of this nature.

1. Edgar Atheling (as stories agree) was the undoubted beir, yet William the Nor-
man, commonly called the Congueror, was called in to pppose Harold, and invested
with the crown ; and Atheling for ever an exile, and disinherited.

2. After him succeeded his second son Wiltiam Rufus, and not Robert the eldest.

8. King John not enly laid aside, Bftcr?lantagenct his eldest blot.hers son, but like-
wise put him to death.

4. In Sicily there was lately a great’ contest between the two gons of Charles IT.
Mortelu and Robert, and I find the crown awarded to Robert the younger, as Aﬁlagas
dignis ad Reg na:rdum

5. Alexander was demanded to whom he should bequeath his sceptar, he said, the
wurt.hlest and to him whose sword'had the sharpest point ; .ameaning,” whaie ‘virtues
were most luculent, and of the brighitest integmy after the disposition of Jacol, passe’
ing by Manasses, and conferriag the blessing;aipon Epheait the younger, as more de-’
sea ving, and acceptable to Gods .

he state of France Teje ‘King of Navinre, and appointed another to reign

over theny, because of his “rehglou. " And when ufterwards the smd King of Navarre,
came to be Henry 1V. of France, it ‘wis by his forsaking God, and mnpmng' ith the
chureh.of Rome, by means of which lie thought to settle the crown his head, byt
was '8o-mibh mistaken therein, that he thereby lost both crown and hi e
Reason I ~~Can it zhit but that he that sucpepds’in t n g :

succeed Cencurrentibus Bis qus o0 jure reguirun; as thevivil law expresh
all the copcerns thereof, ‘which are the laws, prin ""'ify those thaf'f__,
andnot for eneitan Maw ‘blind perverseness; s relate

ot why (and so wilfslly m“‘.f.. "-“.h!mst;lf) to. mthtal the m;'_ f'n il 58
?'ranny, for, regularl &',m parhwhem mish o in the thstrol

on course) rages it
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- Reason ITI. Tt 18 = maxim amongst lawyers, that Ler faci¢ Regem, and maxims must
‘not-be denied ; if so, then, to speak out after the true intendment of law, he that comes
not te the crown satistim, as the law notifies and prescribes, it is no lawful succession,
‘but downright usurpation. And-without scruple, it is the endeavour of every good
Christian to withstand an usurper, it being undoubtedly more pleasing to God to put
one man by, who thus wilfuily disubles himself, and withal most shametully usurps,
than expose millions of souls te damnation, and the streets to tlow with blood by suf-
feving that religion to-creep in, whose reformation (at the mildest rate) will certainly
prove fire and faggot. e -

For this very cause Maacha was removed (from being queen) by her son King Asa,

for making an idel in a grove, incited thereunto by the prophet Azariab.
- Reason IV .~~The suocession of the crown, and a common descent much differ ; for-
if an heir that is a subject ‘prove loose and debauched, it little damnifics the publick ;
more deserving persons may,'hap‘igly perchance step into his possessions, and be more
serviceable to the publick ; the damage is still but private to his own family; but in
case of the crown, there is none so senseless but must needs conceive the damage most
fatal because universal. o ' _

The whole nation must.inevitably suffer; religion subverted and property destroyed,.
and the whole people in danger of their lives. Itis well known in a private case, the
heiy is usually thrown off and disinherited : if an entail, it may be destroyed : and if
law justifies 1t, the like in the publick., Amnd therefore the grand inquisitors of state,
and conseryators of the liberties of England, the parliament, may for weighty causes
refuse the heir presumptive, and for the safety of the nation setile it where they in ho-
nour and prudence shall conceive most proper.

Reason V.—We read in scripture (which is the golden rule we must walk by) that
Libuah revolted from Jehoram, because he had forsaken the God of his fathers; so we
had better forsake man, adhere to God in keeping our religion, than trust to man, and
lose God, to be unavoidably destroyed here, and hereafter irrecoverably damned in ser-.
ving Baal, and parting with the divinity now established. . . .. - p ! !

eason V' I.—When Rehoboam had prepared a great army to reduce the Israclites,,
he was forbidden by the prophet. ‘¢ Thus said the Lord, ye shall not go up, nor fight
against your hrethren, for they are from me ;” mark, he calls them brethren, not rebels,

Passive obedience therefore is simple, and. fit for such-that knows no better; now
God has discovered the snare and the pit of ruin that"the pope and the devil has pre-.
pared for us; if we do not timely countermine it by cautionary laws, to suppress those
that digged it, we may in a short space be thrown inte it headlong, and noue pity us.

But the right line with some shallow-pated talkers, is a Nofi me taugere, so sacred
(forsooth) that we must rather venture bedy and soul iu subjecting ourselves to all the
curses imaginable that hell itself can inflict on us, than-in the feast a-itqr or _controul ity
a yery frivolous caveat, and pot to be heeded by us; for buman examples (as I shewed
‘before) have been noted against it, and the scripture warrants it. Samuel foretold, in
the case of Suyl, that he would be rejected for his disobedience, though not his person

epreded of dopose -that the kingdom should be removed, both from his line and
i mé@;di_ngly,‘”{an_dﬁ transferred on David: This proves very fully,
Xt in shiccession, are pot so immovably placed, but that they
st cause) be displaced, if not legally qualified, and other put up for

ghexr rooms - God raised Jebu to purge idolatry agatst the house of
;“all the sou¥ uf. Ahab were beheaded, and in a manner his whole line cut off, For
00 ey .he. had:y promise of & special blessing for is issue to continue the
urth)geperation, ;‘Sevqggl.;gﬁ!g:-tijnst&naes.i could give, but.this may

6
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In brief, there is no reformed church; from the first: ' Waldenses of Lyons and Laund
guedoc, to this very day, but have held itlawful. =~ = -
Reason VI1.—It is conceived by half-witted statesmen, that restrictive laws may pre-
vent all mischiefs, and secure; the protestants ; a very vain opinion, and most fallacious’;
for laws will never bind, but more enrage; shackle him as ye will, and Joad him with
never so many laws when king, he and his party will be resttess, till they have set them--
selves at liberty, to have the protestants under; for when king, he is not impeachable;
and the Post Regni will be at his disposal, =+~ "7 7
When the wolf is shepherd, the flock is very safe indeed, “and like to be well looked
after, all may devour that will; for if his party commit such outrages, that no age can
parallel, what will they do then ?# Now, no man is safe in liis 'bed, then none safe at all ;
_they will adventure to murder people in' their very houses ; for they hold it no more
sin than tb kill a dog. s e tapt SR R
“Reason ¥111.—In fine, be sure he and his party (which will increase daily, and the
protestants decline) will soon get an 'o.ppormn_ity'g either stratagem, or open force, to
avoid all laws, though they are never so strong an'c'!!-_’ wary, and therefore it will be im-
possible to be safe without a protestant successor.

England's Concern in the Case of his Royal Highness James Dulke of York and Albany :
An Extraordinary Pamphiet, and worthy to be read by all Subjects, whether of Royal
or Republican Opunions. '

Printed 1680,

‘Havine seen apd read all the pamphlets tor and against the power of parliaments
in the right of succession, 1 cannot but conclude both siiles mistaken in the main, and
to have, wilfully or ignorantly, past over, or wrong staled, the chief part of the question ;
which was, not what the parliamient, meaning king, lords, and commons, could do, by
virtue of their might or power, but what in justice, or prudence, they ought to do in
the case of his royal higEness'-P__;i-'f-

-~ In the first notion, no manin his wits-can dispute, that the stronger jéin_iﬁ againgt’
the weaker, “have not power to do what they please : ‘but this being a right of nature;
to which both parties are equally entituled, s %;Mh,;ugbn-?entcring into society, have
‘renounced or chunged for-an-artificial night br power, ‘that. of ‘the magistrate, ot gom-
‘munity, cannot fall within: the linvigs of the question ;- because it can never be made use
of, without running inte a stateof war, 'putting an end to all society, apd, with Ishmadl,
having one hand against everyings, dnd every man’s hand agaowst hin :&nd there-
fore in the second notion this eoutibkersy- is t i7"} stice,
Jaws in being, or, since'the instafice oy ektraordinary, what i priwlence; it reasor
parliament may.do?: for'th _.-_i;:qi_ng;ﬂje“su-pl_jame-;j.i__:_‘di'@ktﬁre";}'hmsﬁﬁ“__" £ want 3 sp

‘authomity in any'case that can posably happen. i o

‘We misst then enquire, wiiether some actions pf:ithe duke have bbb
censurable? and if found so, What is their proper of condigu puiishy
which, it is Yo be premised,. that.mothing.in its ow mmﬂdm%
surable i fore humano; but-a-transgression of some-positive mstitn
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wealth, or a deviation from the dictates of right reason. Now the crime objected, but
never yet proved, nor confessed, is the duke's going over from the protestant to the
Romish church. This is'the Trojaw horse that ruins our city ; for in its belly is hid a
mysterious consequence, viz. ‘That his .doin¥ 80 gave encouragement, and was the oc.
casion of the late discovered popish plot. . The fisst part of this accusation is a breach
of t'l:ne laws of England ; the latfer, -0f those of reason and all nations ; and therefore
E{imshable after the-most severe manner,, But before sentence, or cxecuiion, it is'to

e observed, that not only our own, but the laws of all countries, require not only the
criminal’s conviction, but that his sufferings be commensurate to his offence. This fast
must be known by the stated measures, the rules of the society and country; the fors
mer is built upon the same foundation, and necessarily supposes a legal process, and
sufficiept evidence. Both are wanting in this of the duke, he having never been sum-
moned to appear, nor witness produced 16 prove him guilty : for who can say he has
changed his religion, or that, if he be now a papist, be has not been so ever since he
came to the use of rcason, since he.was forced to fly, to avoid the effects of the late re-
bellion 7 If that be so, who are most in fault, ‘those who eccasioned this cvil, or he that
suffered himself, before his years enabled him fo.understand better, and to chuse, to be
persuaded that was not the truest retigion that authorized such impieties as Christianity
forbids ? 1f this be his case, he is not liable to the pains of treason, pronounced against
the perverters and perverted to the Romish communion. But, to wave disputes, allow-
ing 1t were otherwise, yet the statute of general pardon, enacted in the year 1673, has
so acquitted him from all guilt, that on this foot he now stands rectus in curia, inno-
cent before any earthly tribunal.

But as to the consequence, that his being reconciled to Rome has given occasion and
encouragement to the plot, 1 can only say, that he cannot in reason be blamed on that
account, if it he not proved he intended and designed that horrid contrivance It is
the end and intention that justifies or condemns any action ; and neither father nor mo-
ther are to be censured, that a monster happens to be the issue of a marriage-bed. This
being accidental (for so it must be granted, till the contrary be made out) can no more
be imputed to his royal highness, without madness or folly, than it can to God, without
blasphemy. or irreligion, that by bis making man he is the author and cause of sin, and
all the evals under beaven. . : o e ‘

I am unwilling to mention what I have seen in print, to wit, That the Duke of York’s
being a papist has given birth and life to the plot; because this is so inartificial and illo-
gical an ibference or conclusion, that I am persuuded the authors will be ashamed of
the ignorance or malice it betrays: an assertion that has neither sense, nor wit, nor
more foroe than the old wives story, The cat washed her face a Sunday, therefore it
raingd on Monday ; or any other such impertinent or senseless saying. Indeed, if this

Wil be made appear, I think it is:a crime of so foul @ nature, that nothing less than
denth, motidisinherison, cOnld.sati‘sf%.ethﬁ justice of the nation: Bat from this the duke
is avquittedi by Mr Oates; and Mr Bedloe,' even in: his last - words, clears him from ha-
ving any ko wlodge OF the design against. the king's life ; in which, and in the bring-
ing: btd;"{ng?ﬁhich ‘his royal highness is not accused) the treason
witisist.  And being freed by these two, by whom else has he been

I &ghl‘ﬁmw%mi.teu ‘me what yon think, when you reflect,
fpt-witness, foll sick at Bristol, where he sent’ for Lord Chief Justice North, to
Cesing of Lold; digjcinted, improbable, and inconsistent stufl, from which it appears to

the Queen wnd Duke of York in the:pretended popish plot.  But he acquitted
with Yhat pirt'ef it which affectad the kinig’s life. To the queen he was not so
§ Segicy uf falsshood upd celumay, he gave up the ghost in his vocation,
Afor a_thotmsnd:¢rpmes, cootrived to obtain credence as 8 witiess in
 und afterwatds’ bevame 8 supplementary: witness to. the main cone
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‘that he gave in his depositions to the late lord mayor, angd tg the king in gonneil, .ihe
Airst andgscvcunh of Nqumbcr,_._.lﬁ?g; and upon oa{haﬁec?f g%.p!#en? he had pothing
~of further discovery or additions, . What credit, will you then give his late new accusa-
tion before the house of commons, of the guke, lard privy seal, Earl of, Pgtcthntough,
and Lady Powis: Whatever the infamy of 1?"? rson,, and the former.actiqus of his life,
would signify, this alone, in my opinion,. would invalidate his testimony i all matters
with men of boneur or of conscience. So.that, upon the whole matter, from what does
hithertp appear, the printed narratives and letters to and fyom popes and cardinals,. I
am not afraid to avow, that excluding the duke. his right.of .succession is contrary to
the laws of God, and of this kingdem (expressed in Magna Charta, and agreeable to
those that gave every man his due, libesty of person, and descent of inhenitance, and
all thé_advantages of birthright ; blessings every freeman has in common with the
‘prince : and if the greater be thus cuted, how shall the less be secured ) -and to the
rules of reason, which forbid the doing any action that in its consequence will be a
.greater evil, than that from which we intended to be freed. . The two [}rgt. parts of this
assertion are very plain, becanse religion or Chnstianity alters not the political consti-
‘tutions of any society, and because popery in Lngland hinders no mau from beiug hewr
‘to real or personal estates ; the third therefore is to be made evident, to wit, that prg-
dence and reason tells us, the duke ought pot to he barred of succession. . 1 say then,
this act is not oniy -unjustifiable at.present, but in future and consequence, as what will
bring upon the whole nation irrepara e nuschiefs. Where there are more hazards of an
ill than a good event, the action is in prudence to be avoided. In great apd wonment-
.ous instances new experiments are not to be tried ; nor indeed in any case, or distem-
pes, where the remedy is Like to prove more fatal than the disease. - Now, Lo give or
allow so boundless, arbitrary, and despotick a power, as that of putting by the next heir,
o punishiog ex post facto, erther in the king aloue, (who is obliged, under the obligation
of oaths and interest, tuvgovern,by the stated measures of law)or in him, when advising
.with both houses, (whose power 1s so far from. being co-ordinate or independent, that
At is' only communicated, or derivative from the prince, as streams from the fountain,
and therefore can add or give nothing new) is to subject and enslave ourselves and our
_posterities. For, if every one bea p:;lgl,._whom;thction or malice, presumption or slight
‘circumstances, and.no positive.propfs, have made so; and if the right heir on this ac-
count, or for being really a papist, may be despoiled of his right by parliament, since
there can be greater crimes or. evils than popery, which we al] acknowledge consistent
with salvation, what can secure all future princes, even the king at any time in being,
from being laid aside and dethronedr To endeavour so absolute a subversion of our
ﬁove;ﬁnment,.jﬁtibc not iregsou, i9.to design, if it be pursued, that which-cannot but
‘happen, anarchy and confusign, and all the calamities of an unpstural civil war;

~ Against this there is but gne objsction, that iu the notion of a parliament a king is
‘implicd, and nothing can be supposed to donsent.to his-own zaip... This, 1 confess,
is true in nature, in thesi, but not in the fact, in Aypothesi: For what has been once
“done may be again: Tumults aud factions, cunning .and addspss, may make & prince
«quit his crown to save his life; and yet niune ever lost the firet, but soon afigr did the
second: may, every flower oy jewel he papts, with is.a step or advance to his grave;
and the considerer of the we‘&h‘ﬁ‘ﬁs* sidderatipns leayes in this objection hio force, by
mentioning the Seconds of the Cdward's and Rickard’s. deposed by ipatliamentary aus
thority ; he might bave added to,his gatalogue the late royal martyred Churles, W
tis book, ih many passages tronsonahle, is pUBlickly’ sold befoug:tbe deapu of par

spiracy, in the guilt of which be emﬁ:atun.wl;g vnivc o Dyke of Verk. Fhedn witve

_temper of the times and the natureof ihelfoﬁﬁ‘}&ﬁlﬁ r P 0 80 well, that thoy meve:
the evidence of any individual cortespanded with thit Which pret
distiriguish themscives by same bejder aceusttion; F dociinrilots
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went,' who can lay aside fatal apprehensions, especially when two houses of commons
have successively prepared a bill disposing of the crown contrary to the king's express
commands, and former precedents? And because I will not run too far back, and that
Queen Elizabeth is renowned for one of the best of our princes, I will instance what
in some great points happened in her reign, concerning the commoss intermeddling in
the ecclesiastical and the crown affairs, their right and her prerogative.

In the twenty-third year of her reign, when the House of Commons first ordered to have
a time of prayer and bumiliation appointed in the Temple, on Sunday fortnight after, the
queen hindered it, and sent a message to the house by Mr Vice-Chamberlain, decla-
ring, That her bighness had great admiration of the rashness of this house, in com-
mitting such an apparent contempt of her express command, as to put in execution
such an innovation, without her privity and pleasure first known. Aund thereupon
Mr Vice-Chamberlain moved the house to make humble submission to her majesty,
acknowledging the said offence and contempt, craving a remission of the same, with
a full purpose to forbear the committing of the like hereafter. And by the consent of
the whole house, Mr Vice-Chamberlain carried their submission to her majesty.

Likewise, in the twenty-eighth year of her.reign, the queen said, She was sorry the
commons meddled with chusing and returning knights of the shire for-Norfolk, a thing
impertinent for the house to deai withal, and only belonging to the office and charge
of the lord chancellor, from whom the writs issue and are returned.

In the thirty-ninth year of her reign, the commons, by their speaker, complaini
of monopolies, the gueen made answer, by the lord-keeper, That she hoped her duti-
ful and loving subjects would not take away her prerogative, which 1s the chiefest
flower in her garland, and the principal and head pearl in her crown and diadem, but
that they will rather leave that to her disposition.

In the thirty-fitth year of her reign, Mr Peter Wentworth and Sir Henry Bromley
delivered a petition to the lord-keeper, desiring the lords of the upper house to be sup-
pliants with them of the lower house unto her majesty, for entailing the succession of
the crown, whereof they had a bill ready drawn. Her majesty was highly displeased
herewith, as contrary to her former strait command, and charged the council to draw
the parties before them. Sir Thomas Henage sent for them, and commanded them to
forbear the parliament, and not to go out of their several lodgings: after they were
called before the lord treasurer, the Lord Buckhurst, and Sir Thomas Henage, Mr
Wentworth was committed by them to the Tower; Sir Henry Dromley, and other
miembers of the Hounse of Commons, to whom he mmparted the matter, were sent to
the Fleet.

And in the same parliament, when Mr Morrice, attorney of the Court of Wards,
moved against the hard courses of the bishops, ordinaries, and other ecclesiastical
judges in their courts, and spake against subscriptions and oaths, offering a bill to be
read against imprisonment for refusal of oaths, the same afternoon Sir Edward Coke,
then speaker, was sent for to court, where the queen herself gave him a message to
the house, declaring, It being wholly in her power to call, to determine, to assent or
dissent to any thing done in parliament; that the calling of this was only tha! the
Majesty of God might be more religiously observed, by compelling, by some sharp
laws, such aieeﬂm that service; and that the safety of her majesty’s person and
the reahn might be provided for: it was not meant they should mieddle with matters
of state, or causes ecclesiastical ; and she wondcied that any could be of so high com-
mandment, to'attempt a thing so expressly contrary to that which she had commaund-

* In Westminster-hall theére were formerly little stalls, or benches, on which stationers and other small deal-
¢13 sold their wares, -Thens is a scene in the Plain-Dealer of Wycherly, which turns on this circumstance,
The same sort of petty shops was, till within these ten years, muintained in the vuter- hall of the courts of
“justice in Edinburgh.

YOL, Vii1, Y
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éd; ‘Wwherefore with this she was highly offended : and: because the words spoken by
iy lord-keeper are riot now' perhaps well remembered, or some be now here.that .were
not then present, her'majesty’s presént: charge and-express cominand is, that wa bill
tonching the said matter of state, or vefortnation in' eauses ecclesiastical, be exhibited :
and uporf my alfegiance (saith:the speaker) T am charged, if any-such billbe exhibited,
not to read it. " 1 havé been' credibly ‘informet,: that' the gqueen: sent a messenger, or
sérjeant 4t attns, Tiito the House of Commons, and teokiout Mr Morrice, and commit-
ted him tp prison. "Within tew days after, 1 find Mr Worth moved in the house, that
they might Hé himble suitors fo her majesty, that she would be pleased to setat liberty
those members of the house that were restrained ; 'which ‘was accordingly done: and
answér was sént’them ‘by her privy-counctl, ‘That ‘her majesty had committed them
for causes best known to berself; -and to press her highness with this suit would but
hinder them' whose good ‘tbg ‘sought:-that the house must not call the queen to an
account for what she'doth of “her royal autherity: that the causes for which they are
restrained niay be high'and dangerous: that her majesty liketh no such questions,
neither doth it become the house to search into matters of that nature.

In 39 Eliz. the commons were told, That their privilege was yea and no: And that
her majesty’s pleasure was, that if the speaker perceived any idle heads, which would
not stick to hazard their own estates, but'meddle with reforming the church, and
transforming the commonweal, by exhibiting bills to that purpose, the speaker should
not receive them, till they were viewed and considered by those who are fitter to con-
sider of such things, and.can better judge of them. 'Aund at the end of this parliament,
the queen rejected forty-eight bills, which had passed both houses. All these passages
are expressly to be found in the records and registries of the council-table, and are quo-
ted by Sir Robert Filmer, in his Free-holder’s Grand Inquest, p. 77, &c. and by Mr
Howel, sometimes clerk of the council, in his Philangus, p. 57, &c. and several others.

By wlich it appears, that this grand privilege of parliament, Liberty of speech, which
at present makes so gteat anoise in the world, was not.in this good queen’s reign half
so cousiderable as people now would ‘fain persuade us. It was of no great antiguity in
her days, buta favour first'begged in King Henry the Eighth’s reign, by Sir Thomwas
Moore, then speaker of the House of Commous, who prayed the king, in behalf of the
house, That if, in communication and reasoning, any man should speak more largely
than of duty he vaght to do, that all such offences should be pardoned, and this to be
entered upon record: which was accordingly granted by the king. And the same fa-
vour was allowed by Queen Elizabeth, in the beginning of her reign, to Thomas Gar-
grave, then speaker: since whose time'thi&i_-frivilegc was always humbly desired by the
speakers, for themselves, and the whole House of Commons, and favourably granted
by their sovercign.” Yet this privilege extended only to rash, unadvised, ignorant, or
negligent escapes and slips in speech, which penple are subject to let fall in the heat
‘of their debates; not to wilful refiections, much less to-treasonable speeches against
the king and government'; as sufficiently ‘appears, ot only by the aforesaid proceed-
ings in Queen Elizabeth’s time, butalso by the transactions of her father’s reign, where
we find that Richard Strood and his complices were not thought sufficiently protected
by this privilege for their free'speech in the house, unless their pardons were expressly
confirmed by the king in parlimmnent ; to which purpuse, there is a: prioted statute.en-
acted in King Henry the' Eighth’s time;  And in Queen Mary’s days, Plowden was
fined in the King’s Bench ‘for wotds spoken by him in parliaiment against the queen’s
dignity. " See Filmer ubi supra; and Mr Fowlis’ Hist. of the Plots and Conspiracies of
the pretended Saints; mde, - .1 A R SR S e L U T

This was well known toour British Solomon, King James, who, ﬁndmgﬂue House
of Commons encroaching too fir-upon the prerogative,: sens the ensuning letter from
Newmarket toSir Thomas Richardson their speaker:-—*"Mr Speaker; we have heard, to
our grief, that our distance from parliament, caused by our indisposition of heajth,
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hath emboldened some fiery and popular spirits of the lower house to debate matters
above their‘capacity, to our dishonour, and breach of prerogative royal : These are
therefore 16 command you to make known to them, that none bereafter shall presume
to meddle with any thing concerning our government, or matters of state; with our
son’s match with the-daughter of Spain, nor to touch the honour of that king, or any
other our friends .or confederates, nor with any man’s particulars, which have their
due motion in our ordinary courts of justice. -And whereas they have sent a message
to Sir Edward Sandis, to know the reasons of his late restraint, you shall resolve them,
It was not for any misdemeanor of his in parliament; but to put them out of doubt of
any question hereafter of that nature, we think ourself very free and able to punish auny
man’s misdemeanors in parliament ; as well sitting there, as after; which we mean not
to spare hereafter, upon any occasion of any man’s. Aund if they have touched any
point, which we have here forbidden, in auy petition of theirs, which is to be sent to
us, tell them, (except they reform it,) we will not deign the hearing or answering.
Newmarket, Decem. 8. 1621.”—Sanderson’s History of King James, p. 510.

And likewise, in the same parliament, when the House of Commons much insisted
upon their privileges, calling them their ancient and undoubted inheritance, this wise
prince, in a second letter to the speaker, plainly and tryly told them, That most pri-
vileges of parliament grew from precedents, which shews rather a toleration than an
inheritance ; therefore he could not allow of the stile, calling. it their ancient and un-
doubted right and inheritance ; but could rather have wished that they bad said, their
privileges were derived from the grace and permission of his ancestors and him.  And
thereupon he concludes, He cannot with patience endure his subjects to use such anti-
monarchical words concerning their liberties, except they had subjoined, that they were
granted unto them by the grace and favour of his predecessors: yet he promised to be
careful of whatsoever privileges they enjoyed by long custom and uncontrolled and
Jawful precedents.—~Sanderson’s Hist. p. 519 and §20.

Now, add to this, that if the king shounld be drawn to consent to the bill of exclu-
sion, after his several declarations to the contrary, he cannot but be concluded under
a constraint, which alone makes the act void in itself; it being absolutely necessary
that the commons, lords,-and the kings consent should be free from all restraint and
terror: and we know, that acts of parltaments in 15 Edw. 11l and 10 Rich. I1. were
repealed, merely because the king's consent was forced. Moreover, if we seri-
ously did conai(]yer the mighty advantages of an hereditary monarchy beyond an elec-
tive, we should find it reasonable, that though the laws had not, yet the king should
endeavour to make ours such ; much less ought he toalter that most happy constitution,
by excluding his brother. For, let men say what they please, the same power that
that can put by one, may all; and so change the best of government for the worst, or
none at all. : : .

Besides his majesty cannot but find it his own interest to stick to the duke, when
he reflects, that there is in all things, especially in state affairs, a balance necessary, by
an equal libration-to keep things in a right order, and prevent confusion and ruin.
Where men are, there will-be ambition ;. this creates parties and factions ; these must
be kept divided and asunder by their jars and disagreement; and by so poising them,
‘that the less, like the smaller fry of fishes, be not swallowed by the greater, the safety
‘of the prince and state is preserved. If the prince be once prevailed upon to join with
the one to the suppression of the other;, he has resigned his power, and has exposed
himself to the mercy of the congueror. This he likewise does, if he gives way to se-
veral little factions to embody into one of greater strength than the rest, though as-
sisted with that of his own particular; for here we must suppose three strong parties,
one of the prince, and two of the people. To keep this balance in the best posture,
and to secure the peace of the commonwealth, by the king’s reigning void of fear or
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jeatousy on the score of factions, or hissucvessor, itiis mevendary in polity to find; or
make the next heir the object of the people’s hatred, and keep the factions from eom’
bining; because, however they may elauce to be weary of thedring; -either throngh
the inconstancy of their humhours, studious of change and variety; though for the-worse;
or through the #ll conduct ‘'of miuisters, or the misfortunes of pubhcaffairs ; when they
find a person whom they hate like to succeed, they will be for continsance of the old;
or else, being jealous of one another, will not attempt his remowal. ': This then being
se great an avaniage, prudent kings canmnot be supposed to neglect it, by suffering
the immedbate heir to be run down, and thereby giving way to the people to dethrone
the preseiit’ possessor, and set up the next it course after.. To this wisdom in Henry
the Third, gained by his own and father's misfortunes, we owe our present constitution
of parliament. This king, perceiving the lords power (in whom, with himself, the sa-
reme legislative right then ‘consisted) grown formidable, the commons-being their
iveryinen and dependants, erected these into a lower heuse, to counterpoise the weight
of the other, that he, joining 'with either, as occasion of state required, might balance
the other; and so keep things in an equal and steady libration.: . And if his suc-
cesdgors had been as-solicitous to maintain as he was to institute this good order and
polity, the eternity of this commonwealth would not at this day bave been a ques-
tion. And us this was our home-interest, and that of holding the scales even between
France and-$pain our foreign, so it plainly appears, that not to exclude the duke is
not endy his majesty’s'particular interest, but also-that of the three kingdoms. Not
to insist, that the-parliament is not compleatly the people’s representative, -but grant-
ing' it is, they cannet be supposed to enjoy a- greater power than those they repre-
seiity ‘whe, ‘because such are the greater, and therefore must be concluded, explicit-
ly or implicitly, to limit the commissions of these their trustces; and that confine-
mernt, reason will tell us, must be within the bounds of our ancient rights and pri-
vileges; consequently, these’are not to-he invaded without the consent of every in-
dividial person, or at least of the major part, truly polied and computed. The pre-
sent electors, ‘not making w sixth -part.of the mation, cannot in reason bind the rest
contrary to thew interest ; much less can the majority of these chosen by them oblige
the others to conform to whatever they enact, when they find the statutes more pre-
jedlicial than advantageous; ‘the ‘end ‘of government being the good of the commu-
nity; i.-e. of the major part, not.of any artificial or fictitions majority of a gquorum, as
in'the House of Commons, of five hundred and twelve to reckon forty the greater
number.:
"Now,; if such an act should be obtained, the consequence, if the.duoke survive the
king, (whdse life:God lonig ' contipue) must-needs be a.war and misery, folly and re-
pentance. ' Qur histovies ave full of tragical events upon such-occasions: ene of them
wrought 'so great s -depopulation, that in sixty-milés niding, between York and Durham,
for mine years together, there was neither ground tilled, nor-house left standing. Hareld,
justling young *E'dgwr Atheling out of the throne, produced a civil war and the Norman
conquest’: ¥ wish excluding the duke may not enslave us to the French dominion, which
may be of greater evil than the cutting of 28 many of our:.own people’s throats as died
in' the Yerkist'hnd Lanocastrian quarrel, upwards of two-hundyed thousand: of tire cem-
mons, besides* several kings and princes, and nobles without number. .- The duke tau~
not bé:sypposed to want sticklers both at home and:from abiroad; few wilk believe ths
act Tawfal ra its own natuse, nor the king’s consent free, or themeéives not bound by
oath to his assistince: “Scotland and Ircland will rejoice: at another otvitwavin-Engw:
land,' in hopes'to free themselves from the conveniences of being provinesti Those:
who have least. to losé'are the usual gainers by:retweilion. ‘There nre sown hetween these
nations seeds of discontewt, and there will siot:be-wanting these who witlimpreve theus’
I have heard from koowing pesons, there arens jess than fifty- thoussad Teisk soldiers:
now living, that have been trained up in ithe French, and other foreign service; and I
2
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believe:there:cannot be fewer of the Seatsish peaple. These all, with many of eur own
countrymen;: will quickly credit. the:lawyers,  that. tel l_ us, “-No acl po Lrimg; : 1o at:
tainden of treason, (cam bar the mext of bloed from. being king in the.instapt of time
his predecessor does not so much die, as travsmit his Lfe, his breath, oy bisisoudy by a
state-metempsyohosis, into the nostrils, the body of his successor.” Edward the, Faurth,
Henry the Seventh, Queen; Mary, Queen Eligabeth, and King James enjoyed the crown,
though all excluded. by acts of parliament, i .thf.y ought t0 have the name, that were
the effects of force, strong haud, -and an vsurping tyranuvick power. . Thesc statutes
were by all judges of England accounted void in themselves, and thercfore never had
the honour of repeals, nor wore they brought into plea by Sir Walter. Rawlengh, ove of
the greatest wits of that age, though he urged a very wivial one, the king's not being
crowned, a ceremony of pomp and state, not of use or necessity, as pppears. ot only
in that it could be of no use to bim, but that several kings have exercised.a full regal
authority, enacted laws, &c, before their coronalions. Aund since this inauguration is but
a formality, let it be well weighed, that unless the monarchy he made purely elective,
and that part of the coramon law, and the several statutes that have declared it here-
ditary, be repealed in express words, and the oaths of allegiance and supremacy changed,
and the successor mentioned by name, the act against the duke falls to the ground of
itself, in the moment in which he happens to out-live the king; for thereby becoming
our lawful sovereizn, none can fight against or oppose his right to the crown, without
perjury and rebeltion; we having sworn to defend, against all pretenders whatsoever,
foreign ordomestick, the king's majesty, his heirs and successors, and all rights, pri-
vileges, and preheminencies to them belonging, annexed to the imperial crown of this
realm, Is not the descent of the crown upon the next of blood one of these rights,
&c. acknowledged by the common law, and in the statutes 1 M. Eliz. and Jac.? The
maxim in our laws, The king never dies, confirming as wuch. And was not the duke
then, at the taking of these oaths, the next heir? And what power on earth can ab-
solve from the obligation .of promissory oaths, without the party’s own consent to
whoni the promise is made’ Let us not rail agaiust the pope, for deposing princes,
amll absolving subjects from: their allegiance, and yet allow the padiament the same
authority. ? ;

. The bill against the duke is not only of an extracrdinary, but of two natures; one
expresses a present punishment, exile, which, as a subject, did -the crime deserve it,
none will deny may be inflicted ; the other refers to the future, and is at present no
punishment, nor can be hereafter; for if he out-live his brother, his being king in that
moment puts upon him a new person, a politick capacity, over which, not before in
being, no former authority could have power, nor any after, because himself is become
sepreme, and, as such, by our own, aud the laws of Ged, subject to no earthly tribu-
nal. ' Bracton,-and ail our old honest Jawyers, tell us with one consent, The king can
donow , ‘4. €. can be accountable to his subjects for none of his actions, Nemo
quidem de factis ejus prasumat disputare, multo minus contra faclum cjus ire Lo-
cus crit supplications, gupd factum swum corrigat et emendet 3 gued quidem si non fecerit,
sufficit ei ad penant, quod deminum Deum expectet ultorem.

Now he that says; The eaths of allegiance and supremacy reach no further than to
the king in heing, says not amiss, if he takes the king ia his public capacity, far, in
that he never dies.: gm;,iﬁ--he ‘means no more then the persan. of the reigning now
monarch, he camcele-with bis death the obligation of thosc caths, and makes rebellion
against the successor ne erinve against conscience, though 1t may be otherwise against pro-
dence. This-in-fm-eludﬁﬂhi‘oﬁ' ane rob it of:the energy designed, For it is plain, by
the wordscirs and successors, that the takers obligation continues during their own lives,
let the persons of mever so many princes be altered ; and as certaim, that in an hereditary
monarchy the duty is owing te the next of blood : and that ¢ parliament, or any power,
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may dispense or zbsolve from the obligations, especially ‘of promissory taths, between
party and party, without mbtnal conSent, ‘is‘a-doctrine inconsistent with the nature of
promises (where the promiser gives-the'other a right, and makes himself his debtor) with
the rules of Christianity, of hunrin society, and all government. "¥t’s no less danger-
ous to assert, that-proftiissory oaths, or oaths de futuro, are not obligitory. Such a-
principal cancels all the duties and bonds of obedience between prince and subject; of
which theréfore not only thé divines, and my lords the bishops, but the state, is to be
very tender'#nd careful.  Upon this foundation, it is evident, that if the duke outlives
his brotheér; &nd the monarchy of England, as it is, be hereditary, and corouation but
formality, we become, upon the death of the one, the subjects of the other: And though
there may be some that will not think of this truth, or notwithstanding will not mind
it; yet 1'am dssured, all ‘that are truly Christians,” and all that are of the church of
England, and wise; ' will-lay it to hedrt; for Christianity teaches, be the prince of any
or no religion, We must be obedient, and submit ourselves, not only for wrath, but also
for conscienté'sake.  In the late times'of usurpation they were so seusible of this, that
they made the people covenant against the king, and renounce their former by after-
oaths; yet they durst not depend on that artifice, without the assistance of an army.
Thus then we see the duke cannot want a party in England, whose strength must
over-powér any other, when to it is united that of Scotland and Ireland. And here
let none be mistaken, as if Scotlind were governed or influenced by presbyterian Do-
mines; the nobility there do wholly sway, and hate refined presbytery, aud a plebeian
commontwealth, = Neither will the Scots be more forward to assist the duke than the
Irish, in"hopés thiey ‘may thereby find an opportimity 16 extirpate the English, and re-
giin their ancient possessions, free thémselves from any dependence, or at least change
their present from that of Engldnd to France, which on many scores scems to be the
true interest of that kingdom, politickly considered, either as popish or protestant,
without réspect to refigion. - It 1s°a ready infet to France, who will not be wanting to
assist the duke in this ‘quarrel ; ‘the -only way he can hope, by gaining Eugland on his
stde, to win'the univérsal dominion.  WNow to resist the duke, an’army must be main-
tained; the general of that army inay tuin papist, or tyrant, or both; and either way we
may'bé insfaved by fhe&ukn(‘fylw gains the victory ; or, if he loses it, by our own gene-
rall:' Thus we'may, by shifrming bueréek; split vpon another. The Romans designing to
free themselves from the seemmg tyranny ‘of ‘Julius Cesar, (who studied by clemency
and’ obligations upon-every body to“secure himself, as must needs be his royal high-
ness'sintérest, as:it’is his temper and tnclination) made way for the real and Eerpctual
one, ithe persons of ‘A’u?umm,- Tiberius, ‘and’their successors. And the Grecians
repining ‘againét their luwhiil ‘emperors; and dectning their just and wholesome com-
tnands tytinhical ad oppressive;, were 3o refractory, and 80 obstinate, that, through
Spite-to their sovereign, they would cotitribute fiothing toward the necessary defence
of the empire, ‘when tnvaded by the Rurk, watil at dast, through the just judgment of
the 'Almight[?r',-' (a fitting punishment for their folly,) they became a prey to that tyrant,
and ‘to thi§ day contihue the veriest'slaves in nature. Py SIS -
And, T pray, Why must we run all this Hazard to secure religion ? If that be the thing,
it may‘cértainly be done by binding up the hands of a popish successor: by such laws
as will:make it felony or treason for a'papist to appear at coiut, or bear any office, and
put it'out of the prince's power to pardon such offences or offeriders. Fur;p’lﬁ

Bact : y owii pirt,
1 see no cawse to apprehend a popish suecessor, especially the"duke, would or c‘ild
alter our laws or religion. ~ To attempt it; 'would be, fora cmwnbfﬂxwmtn%rfe&
one of gold and jewels, Has he ever offered to persuade any of 'his' children, or his
servants, 10 change their opinmion? and why should we think 3 wan who has never bro-
ken his word or promise, and never professed nothing more than a '_libbrtz'i‘:if'tagnséfctrce,
so restrained as might be consistent with publick peace, should, with his fortupe, aiter
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his judgment, contrary to prudence, and contrary, to his interest ?. Kings are not now-
a-days priest-ridden ; and the King ,o'f_Engﬁat}d;cmaot_bﬁ supposed. to destroy bis sub-
jects at their desires, more than the monarchs of France and Germany, aud ether princes
‘of that religion, where non-papists, or protesjants, live under the protection of laws,
and epjoy ;ﬁeig.lib&rtip&_ and, their fortunes,  Besides,. to offer by force to reduce all to
the church of Rome, would be folly.and madness. . Neither the constitution .of Engr
land, por Christianity, will admit of propagating religion by the sword. The next king,
not to,mention that his subjects in three kingdoms will be above two hundred protes:
tants for one papist, will not have the fourth part of the present king's revenue; which,
being, insufficient fot the nepessary expences of the crown, will necessitate him to have
recourse to.and compliance with his pepple in patliament..
 But pow congsider the ssue : 1f it please God, after this bilt passed, in some: short
time to take the king to himself, the pringess.of Qrange, .perhaps in compliment to her
father, and to prevent a war, may refuse; and her hushand canuot come tp the throne,
if she decline it, others being before him. Wiat then?, the nexs after caanot come in;
must the duke then ?, no, that is against Jaw, . Here will then be no king ;. conseguently
anarchy and confusion. '____.Ru,t,,.if the  princess do agsutne the crown, and after thai the
duke bave a son, and he bred. up in the protestaut religian, what will then follpw 7. .stiil
a war. The princess will, be. unwilling to wesign, and yet the other is, most cestainly
king. But ,if_.],)this young prince sho.u!i during his father’s life,. or hig sister’s, be kept
out, he, or his issue after, contending: with that of the princess, will entail a war.upon
the nationg, . So that, upon the whole, if the duke outlive the king, I see nathing but
misery and desolation like o ensue upon bis disinherison. .And therefore I say, it is
fitter to wave the act wholly, or endeavour, by proving him guilty of the plot by suffi-
cient testimonies, to take away his life.  For, if we cannot be safe if. he succeed, I am
sure we caunot if he outhive our present sovereign : a hill.of attainder;, will be of ne
force ; the best lawyers will tell you, the descent of the crown washes that stain.away.
A project of divorce whispered between king and queen will not be-suflicient security :
for,. if that should take, which is not probable, becanse Christianity forbids it, yet it.is
possible the king may have no issue by a new consort ; or, if he have, that the most
will look ou them but as illegitimate: and so, as a questionable divorce once brought
us from the church of Rome in Heary the Eighth's days, another may return us thither,
during, or seon after, the reign of Charles 11, ... i _ ; = .
And here 1 would have it remembered, that the, mature of parliament requires their
intermeddling only with what the king shall propound or apprave: he.calls them lo
advise and deliberate as counsellors, not to impose upon him in any particular,  Let
thercfore the spirit of moderation govern and direct their counsels, put an end to the
f__lqg, by trying the accused. ., It has lost England in its trade already six millions, as
1as been lately computed by knowing persons; encregsed our jealousies and fears at
home, made us a scorn.and reproach abroad, and exposed us to be a prey to the designs
of foreigners., Let nat the ambitjon, ma!ic,e..-oll'""reme_nge of any of our fellow-subjects
prevail to the enslaving ourselves and our posterities,. If the power of .the commons
grow exorbitant,, the lords ape with the king to counterpoise it, 1o prevent the otherwise
not avoidable v of the commonwealth. To the lords then this addiess is humbly sub-
mitted, praying they would betimes consider all the fatal consequences of the bill of
exclusion.. . The love of truth and justice, courage, and the practice of those virtues in
ibis great affar, arg the only preservatives of  England’s present peace and future hap-
piness. Feliyquemfuciunt aliena pericula cautum. Remember what is past, and then
shall not need 1o add more than this, —— Verbum supienti. As for others, guided or
misled by ignorance, malice, or interest, I can only say, with the poet,
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Quid cum illis agas, qui neque jus, Reque bomam aig: i §
Melins, pejus, pra,n;;%bm ; m%d wident, nisi guod. W!'.i e

And therefore I leave ,t,ﬁem Ao time for a better temper, to. the conduct. of their own:
reason, and Ged’s providence, for the cure of their folly, and for a better understanding,”

Since'I finished thia discourse, the following letter came to my haads; and, believing.
it a8 advantageous to the publick as it is ingenious, I have resolved toadd it, that those:
who. might repent the charge of the former may be recompensed by the latter.

T.am a,grievnéc:! at my very. soul, and infinitely ashamed,; to find by your last, that apy.
mske the supposition of the duke’s being a papist, and comsequently unfit to govern, the'
pretence of running so.high agatost the monarchy ; and that so many are drawn into’
t,hl_is ;%olcn} course.aud faction, upon the surmise of his being, if once offended, irrecon~
cileable.. _ , o e ol

I shall, in few words,. return you my opinion on these two points ; I cannot indeed.
but look on both as meer artifices of ambitious men, -who, missing a share in the present
constitution, contrive anather government, I wish I had not too much cause to say, it
will at last end in a comiunwealth : for, if pothing were in their heads but securing
the established religion, they would not pppose popery alone, but presbytery, equally
with the other destructive of that, for which they do not only open a gap, bput for the
ogi_'niou; of all other sectaries. And we cannot. here but observe with astonishment, and
with resolutions, which. have put uswpon preparations, of sticking by our sovereign
against all manuer of, insolent and rebellipus practices whatsoever, .that the commons'
hafbnot#broyght apy one man into tronble, besides papists, but wen of known loyalty,
and of the church of Epgland ; addressing, by repgated 1nstances. in lavour of H .
who ought, 1n our opiniey, tohave beenexecuted for treason, if guilty of vo other crime
thau his saying be could be backed with sixty thousand men, tostand by him for print-
ing that seditious Jibel, The Appeal.,

[.lil:_)'w is popery moge dangatousthan.preshytery, either in principles or practice? Sup-
pase the first is for the king-killing-and deposing doctrine, -of which all her professors
are ashamed, and therctore disown it.as a geperal tenet, allowing it only a probable
opinion of some piivate diyines,; and wbere-have princes felt the effects of it, as they
have in Gevmany, trom the Anabaptists ; 1o France, from the Hugonots ; in the Nether-
lands, from the Geuses ; .ip {ganeva,; beatiand. 2od England, from the Presbyterians?
For, shame leg us give the dewl bis.due, and oot make hum blacker then be is.

Tt was the peshyterians of  Scotland, that. made war against-and banished their law-
ful Queen Mary, and began the rebellion in thirty seven ageinst King Charles 1. It was
thesi: in England, and not the papists, whe fought in bis defence, that cut off' this prince’s
head. - Gz aeE on

But what if the papists say, An hergtick king: may be-excommunicate and deposed,
and that every ong s so that-is not of the chuch of Rome ? -does not the presbyterian’
say the same 1n other words? And is mot the degmatical classis, or synod, the sole ar-
bitater,, and.as imperious and anfallible as St-Peter's chair, That dominion is founded.
in grace § agd that anidolaweus king mey be cut off? and that a king is'but the peo-
ple’s officer. y'--mmg;;wm,.if,lm fails in his-duty, of which they alone are to'be juig:,ﬂ

[

they may resune their.grant, and spurn him beside the throne ? Put onearent the -
the hare’s hegdiagainst. the goose giblets;and dec’la barrel better herrinewill vou find'

* From this and other idiomatical expressions, it would seem that the Jetter is written in the real or assumed
+haracter of 8 Scotchman. ;% vl '
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among all’s Fhescuse dgs0 plein et ot tustatice authors; espéciafly in 2 Erh'ai(
epistie : but let me see wihether ¥vox of ‘Buchanath’s disciples; or any of your English
presbyter followers, can purge themselves and their writings from these pernicious
principles.’ Did ndtalt the'popish plotters, lately executed, not only aver their own fn-
nepenoe hubdeny Ahe king kiting doctine? Was not the contrary plain here with'us)’
in the several risings of the whigs ? And did not the murderers of the Archbishop of §t
Androws,’ ay woll a3 those just mow by-past, maintain the lawfulness of theii praceed-
ings, and chive. 1o «die; assertivig the king was justly’excommumicate, and that it was
doing God servies to kilt him,; rather'thamdake their pardon; and disown those damua-
ble tenets and doctrines of devils : What a stir all over the nation has the murther of
a single justice of the peace, Sir Edmund-Bury Gudfrey, made ? And even that by the
jsts is notso very clear; but that some doabt whether they were reafly the authors
t granting they wete, those that'suffered for the crime’denied it, With horrid execra:
tions, and asseverations of their innocence; and yet allowing them guilty, that is much,
very much, -less” thaa- the barbarous assaséination of a'protestant, the metropolitan of
Scotlind ; the wicked instruments of’ which, the presbylenians, were so far from disown-
ing it, that they impudently glovied in that inhuman a1, a8 a meritorious piece of zeal
and devotion. And s it not a smaller guite or cvil with the papists, to désign the kil
ing of a king, than with the presbyterrins, $0 bave actwally murdered one of the best
that ever swayed a scepter;: and, with those antichristian ‘zénlots of ‘this kingdom, of
the same herd, to avow they would likewise gladly sacrifice our present sovereign ? ‘And
yet what prints or pulpitsﬂave since inveighed against suclt hellish proceedings 2 Was
not this, together with a formed rebellion of many thousands in the field, hushed and
passed over in very tew days, without noise, wonder, or abhorrence? The memory and
reproach of the other beng still in the mouths of all, ard freshest in theirs who were
partizans, or of the same principles with thase of our villainy. Away, away, man, for
shame ; let it not be said. that the presbyteriaus are not even-as black as the papists':
suppress both or neither: it 1s best policy to set them anent of each other for a ba-
lance. 11 dad not hear, from all hands, the insolence of ‘the presbyterians, ‘and with
trouble read many of the printed votes, and the ballads on the hishops, for voting zigai';lst
the duke's exclusion, I should believe that eur present fears and disorders it England
dij proceed from apprehensions of popery; but by many arguweuts I am convinced,
that the duke's private opinion is but made the stale to wreak their malice againit the
kiugly govermment ; and that passion, more than reason, does influence your country«
men. et W e
For, 1 pray consider, is not faith the gift of God? Can any man believe what he
oleases - And who knows whether the duke was ever of the church of Englund? Did
not the late rebellion force him to fly into a popish country in'his youth? And§-it not
pext to impossible to remove prepossessions, especially cousidering the unity, antiquity,
and uniyersality of that ¢hurch; wherein all the English orthedox divines allow sulva-
tion ? Can any man change his complexion, alter the figure of his face, the stature of
his body, the colour of his hair, or ot his skin? Is not the jaundicend disease in tie eve,
that needs the helpof physick 2 And is not error or weakness in the understanding o
distempes slso that vequites the assistance of a physician 7 And what remedy can be
prepes, bat gentle arguments, and the-persuasive arts ot discourse and sober reasoning ?
seeution makes some. fien, those of greal souls, obstinate; andothers ot tittle, hypo-
5, Bit what lawievapts, ¢hat ap opinion, in thedisputable-parts of religion, ought
e & wan of hiinght to inherit ! Would any of your fasaticks (I am sure nove
aitid) bebil Geelr tongues, it treated so severely : equality of justice is that
 state, und makes a kingdom Lappy.

- e o sulisequent Aruct, entivled Rawiltiac Redivious,
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Aud why must theve be all this stir about the 'Huké;f"m@i{’ﬁ fs mipte than‘probable
he may not survive his brother, for whose long life, ‘1 ai persitadéd, he, as weil as afl
honest subjects, does heartily pray : but if he should, pray why, if ‘a papist, must he,
more than the French king, or other popish princes, destroy his sibjects? To do so
would be against his interest, if a Turk,.or an Athelst.

The case would not then be what it was in Queen’ Mary's days: those Jaws, by
whch men suffered, (and yet in her six years there were 1ot thrée hundred, and few of
them too ptwely for religion) are abrogated ; the body of the people’ were then more
papists than pow protestants ; and no new.laws can be made without a parlfament,
out of which, as well as out of all offices, Roman catholicks are excliided, by oaths and
penalties not in the prince’s power to remit or forgive: 8o that, upon the whole, there
16, indeed, on this account, no real danger of any innovation in rehgion; and therefore
we may well look on this but as a preétence to vndermine monarchy itself.

But lest this single string should fail, they have cunningly found out another for their
bow, the inexorableness of the duke’s temper, if 'once offended :' & groundless and ma-
licious scandlal; an opinion that, being generally spread abroad, has already begot ma-
1y great evils, and, if continued, will, in all probability, run us into infinite calamities
and disorders, not to be equalled but by the malice of the contrivers: For his bhemng
thus misrepresenteéd must needs add to the people’s obstinacy in opposing and his
violence in asserting his right to the crown: aund therefore T wouder how you suffer
yourselves to be imposed wpon, apd your understandings subjected to that slavery
which is certaiply designed against your persons by the ambitious, without prying in-
to the grd_t_mdf and considering the consequences of that calumny. I am sure, did
his enemies allow but half the time for consideration. as they do for passion, they
would find hig royal highness is much less swayed with an wordinate desire of revenge,
than they are with a false and misguided zeal; or, which is inore, that he is as void of
that spiteful humouy, as they that charge him with it are of candour and integrity.
The kflﬁWIé_dg;ﬁf" this truth [ owe to my observation of his temper, principles, and
practice, in the many varieties of his fortune: Bat 1 am now more bold to affirm it
since hiscoming into Scotlaud ; becayse, three days after I had shewed bim your ietters,
he ublii:kly'_"d_eqta:fpﬂ‘, in council, that though the malice of his adversaries might pose
sibly deprive him of a ¢rown, together with the affections of the people, yet it would
never of the toyal virtue of ¢clefnency ; which, whether he derives more trom the blood
of his father, or the example of his brother, is an undecided question; as it likewise
is, whether the one mented more by laying down his life for his people’s liberty, than
the other by pardosing so han| ‘thousands, who had forfeited theirs to his justice:

that he was not .igh’bi-an{ how Machigvel’s advice'of Fortiter catumniare et uliquid ad-

rebit B’ practit s ‘adversaries; nothing being so vsuaxl with
them as to. traduce his most blaméléss adtions, ‘calling justice, cruelty ; bounty, pro-
digaiity, resolution, '-pb&,*.‘}__l@_;fiqj";; valous, rastiness’; and, in fine, any thing that 18 great
or glorious, base wad degencrous:yet b ioped truth Would ab st prevail againat 1oy
and its own enemies, and make it 2y impossible f6r them t6 spread their calumnies'td
his disadvantage, s for him to leave any 10 severity or punishment,’ thut had first left
thw_{ramea : tha,t"*!éf’ﬂwxi‘??gg , ".-.i“'?}’.,'-‘_.'s.f‘ﬁﬁ'.f}ht‘ sl of w cAukcberl vl
potent mind, inhgmanly rejoiciug in the cilamities of the oppressed, and as ixisatiable
Iy oty u thesiemory oF Vel mjoie i ominonly ndelibles g i -
never @infla-

Kidrebit was daily’ put in practice by his’

besides ‘the chmmdd

{hinig was more conitrary 10 Tis ‘maturé, havig, besides the commands <
been taught from Hhis infaucy, that sv pbor and mean a passion okt

* The opition of James's dbstinacy Wil Besily vgatad shidtg the
f his brother. “ Du yiin hot riak, ™ a8 016 9F the hmerobs atabe ciiminiaipal|
wished 1o emtoft @ coafession, *'rd you:nige kaow thak it m my powes tefasdunyon 1Y, 10
wowe,” reigrtedt the sondasand;porsn, SOk 1 B a8 &6 Jour Rasarmer
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ence a prince, who is obliged by honour. to end his wrath, 2s soon as his eaemics do
their malice: and having pa rivals to eontend with, 18 then to be accounted most vic-
torious, when he trinmphs o\fe;r'_hfmaeif, by coﬁquerit,ig his passions : that he Cb,al}é.llg_{_.‘?l
any that kpew him, fo give one instance wherein he bad swerved from this maxim,
or exercised any rigour agaiust any offender, that had’ truly and sincerély repented :
that he could not forget the French proverb, Qui se fait un brebis, le loup’ le mange,

-

i.e. “ The wolf devouss him that makes himself a sheep;” and therefore would not,
by an over-easiness of nature, yield .tamely to his awn ruin, and sufler himself to be
made a prey to the ambition and insolence of others; but was resolved to temper the
methads of gaining and enjoying his just rights with a mixture of severity and mild-
8 A ¥ 3 5 p o i b
pess, proportiouable to the opposition be should meet W.!.'_‘h_-} «and, lastly, that he could
distinguish very well between those whom ignorance or imprudence carried inscnsi-
bly beyond the bounds of duty, and those who knowingly and advisedly ran not only
into extremes themselves, but likewise, by lyes and false suggestions, hindered many to
return from, and drove others to, wicked and malicious practices; and, consequently,
hie hoped none would wonder if these should feel the smart of his justice, as the other
might be sure, upon disclaiming their errors, to be received into mercy, being persua-
ded, that punishing such men could no more be termed revenge than executipg the laws
against traitors and disturbers of the public quiet could reasonably be accounted cruel-
ty: but lest, upon this score, be should be thought to reserve a latitude to himself of
wreaking his anger against any at pleasure, he was willing to give all the assurance
they themsglves could expect, and would move his brother to agree to an act of parlias
ment for that purpose, that he would freely forgive, and bury in eternal oblivion,
whatever is past, that so either all may be thoroughly reconciled, or such as are guilty
of that implacability which they attrizute ‘to him, differenced from the rest, and lcg’.
without excuse to the terror of their own evil consciences and his just resentments.
I cannot imagine what further can reasonably be expected from an injured piince, and
am counfident, whoever after continucs dissatisfied is as greal an enemy to reason as he
is to his royal highness; and, instead of taking away, seeks 1o perpetuate your differ-
ences.  Nor do I see why ml?r before him should be credited in an affair of this im-
portance, since all acknowledge him to be of a frank and gencrous nature, frge flom
all dissimulation, and the little politick fetches and evasions which serve’ other hien’s
turn to break their promises; whereas the ringleaders of his adversarics are versed'in
ali the arts and wiles of forming parties and factions, and _cpl}sﬂiu:‘nﬂy' cannot be
thought to stick at forging any lye or aspersion beneficial to the end they propose. But,
allowing an equal probability of truth ip his denial and their charge, yet to err of his
side is not less safe, and 1 am sure much more honest and honourable. '
It is indced the usual cheat of aspiring men, by specious pretences, first to engage
the unwary in their couspiracies, and when either fear or honesty opens their eyey,
then to make them believe they are so far ad-irance;i ‘that they cannot with safety re-
tire; and that the state or person they provoked will admit of no other atonement
than that of their lives and fortunes, This device (to omit ancienter times) in Phili
the Second’s yeign, filled the Belgick plains with the blood of his Spanish and F lmniaﬁ
subjects; hrought Irance successively under several kings almost to total destruc-

ion,;, de d our late soyereign of 'his life and ‘erown, which I am confident was
not by - 18 ‘ﬁ!,t intended in 1540 3 ;md bad like to have kept his present

et i ¢, i ot Providenge wrought miracles in his favour, and, in
spite ot 4 otk 9, bis_ tebellious. subjocts, restored him o his throne withont
bload or vial h' T canniot but remember that devilish pamphiet, “in-
ditled, Acdenker froin. Bruaelies, &c. mentioned jn Baker’s Chronicle, published after
s majosty sdegharation droig Biedy,, wsinuating, that, notwithstanding his promises,
*’%Wvémﬁhi#m nijohe would with sll: imagiuable cruelty revenge the death of

'h;s father; and not fﬂfgctﬁ ﬁrﬁ#thh‘d ‘gencratidn’ of thosd concerned in that hosrid
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mbsreer. This put the peoplevinttd gréat-bonsstonrtion] $ee Mk pipadilend AROFEdeyH
and his s0 often wwing‘ﬁis-paﬂimqﬁw passhiy dot of obibivien;veifieientiy ‘praved’
the malice of that invention; - But-§ thoperthigoheat id now g6 weljikabwn, ‘that it 'wilt
gain.nocvedit. with.considering perbons :Fiomy ‘wish some’ cate’ Were taken to dnvel
ceive the weak: and anthinking, that peaves anf-umity,whiely scem 'to'have harted Fom
you with dns:royalihighness, might with . hiwede once share restoredli and the bappy
union of both kingdoms be made perpetual, by suffering no rent or gap in the royal
line; which all of our nation, (and we hear those of Ireland will not-be less forward)
are not only obliged, but have vowed to maintain, with the hazavd of their lives and
fortunes: a necessity we hope you.awill never, put.upon us, as well for your own sakes,
as for the peace and quiet of this kingdom, wherein he has not the least concern, who
15, and always will be, i

Your most 'hnml}lb -andl most obedient servant, &c.

Pastscript.

Just now I hear of a new project set on foot, to give the king six hundred thousand
pounds,.which-he may dispose of at pleasure, on‘condition he will consent to the bill
of exclusion ; and that, in return; he shall have power, by act of pariament, ia case
he-have noassue. by his queen, to settleé by will the crown wpon any of his natural
childien. .. To manage-this degign, a new set of mihisters is contrived : a great lord,
whaose son most, if not wholly, influences the House of Commons, is to be made a
dokes anothier-ean to be treasurer; Bir . Wosessss Joie® is to-be lord ehief justice;
Col, Trerm— to be a:secretary of state, &e. - I am wery sorry to-perceive the ditfers
ences betyeen the king and his subjects are fomented by persons of the samehaniour
with those.in 1640, who; meeting at-Sir Robert Long’s, undertook, if his theu majesty’
would do so and so, he should govern the parliament to ail 1otents and purposes: the
King conseiting ‘to every; excepting one, :bfien desired preferments, was refused, cry-
wg ouf, oneand all;: bwinﬁﬁnc&ne bound themselves accordingly:  One of the then
leading 'men has.ig this parbament a son, ‘whose power and ambition falls very hitie
short, ifiat-all,. of -his father's; and if \you have a mind to discover Hercules’s propors
tion by that of lns {eot; compare the Remonstrance and the late Address, and without
nawing, you will 4ind the near relation of the authors.  For shame, et not such pro-
cecdings be nick-named, doing your ceuntry service. - I remember to have heard, that
in the short parliwmwent,  before that-of 1 {40) when some more zealoas than wise mem-
bers spake top-extravagantly;: a:isober geatleman, and no courtier, stood up and said, he
wag for moresmoderate ewunscls; lest theirpresent heat and exorbitance should put-that
kang, and:his successarsy:fur wver-out of conced, with parhaments,; who depended upon
hisipleasure. . 1 wish the wholekingdom, as well'as their prinve;may bave no reason to
grow. weary of, and dislike thesestled constitution of comuions in parlizment, -chusiy
rather so-have, as formerky; the whale power in the-king, and his great council ef-“floe%-
and barons. Extremes are unear one another; and: man?;a"_‘isy:_gvﬁéping at toowuch,
have lost the little they enjoyed . this:is as foolish as withiabe dog in theapologue, to
lose the substance for, the shadow : and; since prudence tellsus-a long pmﬂd-‘ah(i T
censed clemeucy turns into the greatest cruelty, you ought to brdle your passivos snd
ambition, .lest you too lete repent :your . madness-and yeme folly, '&#smnsadermmn
has camied me: beyond theusual length of ‘g postsript, swherein 1 designed 4 have

said little more, ‘than. that I understand the duke: wraes: this pight ‘to she ko) '
‘brothen. That..if he can be-secure; his partiasucit will agreg: with' Dith,  upen et

¥ Siy Wiltiam Jonen,
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hig. A!lr‘-‘ﬂm #thathe.should not longer.ssraggle: far, hin: whe wonld ot oy hugard-
hig.gneariain hopes, of a crawn,. hut would witl: jay. expose his:lifey ko dwihis-magesty -
service.; . Whose longiireign and, happiness; - notwithstanding.all - the +ongeries:ofhis.
enemies, he a8 heartily. wishes as any.otherthe most-loyal subjoct i his domvinions.: .
Consider the. greatness of this genesosity, ani. let not malice for ever prevailyto the
dcfama,twa of innocence, and the disturbaace, if not: the.suin,-of these nations

A Fctter to his Royal Highness the Duke of York, touching his Revolt from, or return
Lo the Protestant Religion. By an old Cavalier, and faithful Son of the Church of
England, as established by Law.

{ilustrious Sir, -

When I look up to: the greatness of your:quality, and downon iny owti wiesnness; b
cannot hut tremble to make this address, so Hable torbecensured a¢ prrwmptwms,
and obnoxious to vartety of misconstruction  But since my: pen 18 gmdcd by an heart
filled with.profound loyalty and veneration towards all the: toyal family, and a'sig~
cere vespect and most passionate desire. for the particular prosperity (temporal and
eternal) of your royal highness, 1 canmot refrain discharging what Lapprebended my du-
ty; and therefore with good Esther, finding not only my country, but your highness
also, in such apparent (I wish 1t may not prove inevitable) hazard-of .ruin, am resols
ved to adventure forth, and cast my pum weak sentiments at }our tect. and If thev
peruh, they perish ih

It 15 generally reported. that you are bng; since mrned papist; nnd 80 far beheve(.,
that every day many bundred thousand protestants are melted into tears and hervor
merely on that consideration, and lament the same, as oune of the greatest calamities
that has happened i nur age. 1 must do myself so-much justice :as Lo declare, that
1 am none ot those fanatical spirits,. that either -raise, or lightly credit, ramoars to the
prejudice of.my saperiors.  But, besides what bas been sworn by persens; whose: evie
dence none have hitherto been able to invalidate by any. substantial reasons, or ince-
herenee in therr de’pmitir;m, your hizhness's comduct and deportment for many years
past, yourabsenting from the public worship of our church, refusing legal oaths and
tests, your-countenancing, retaining, and intimate correspondency with Rowan Catho-
Jicks, and many other reasons not fit, at least unnecessary, here to be mentioned; do
all loudly. spmk it -and for those who would go about to deny it (as some wretched
fmnphkhmahhhm and . unthinking health. drinkers have dene,) besides the tolly of
She artenipty they: wawarily cast a greater doad of ignominy and dishonour on your
highness; whilst they pretend to vindicate ‘you.

Eums xt‘ﬁmgm.tﬂs ‘that a-prince of your:generosity amd pmdencc wonld so fir
snffer: i}mmm of syvunr, royal: hrother $o-be embroited, his councils discomposed, - all
fbhie- protestants v he) wm:ld swatlowed: up - with astomstunent, -and atmost de 'SP,
?ﬂ’ﬁmmf ﬁulhﬂlh your interest impaired; and these three kingdoms put into-a

sfoplorable disbaction; auorely: npen:a false suppositiony: without rectifying in ull this
mmnmm :hy aﬁmw aeal detmonstrations to the contrary # If suoh a dapricio
m MG S ;Wﬁhg ighmss, what were it but 10 render yon. thé worst ‘subject; the
‘mos kmd bm?! tb'e most impelitick. prince, and the maddest or most monstrous




am Wpostase

, v iy | your highness as

m th pmt &iﬁha ww Tam mﬁakm it myotr*hghmhs led'not W’M
me, but almost all the world, into that error. : R v basegms il
o am mWﬂ own weakness, nx! how u’nﬁtrlcmsw lmematmﬁ

m«gmr with your h ‘nd‘bhose subtile sophisters (the pest.f Europe and shame
: ity) w are always cmkh;g»abmt persons of quality, whom/they have
"to their fiﬂﬂlatnes; being myself but a lay-gentleman; of little ledarning, and
utse of my life more conversant with the swond than the pen: and I must
o with regret, if none of the n% ht reverend fathers; my lords- the  bishops;
Qﬂ?bm ‘of our other learned divines, have not vigorously made application to your
highness, even in a publick manner to regain you to the protestant communion: if
have not charged you, as they are God’s ambassadom, to shew some reasons why
ym have broke the league (your baptismal vows) with his church, and joined yourself
to the tenets of his enemies: if they have not adjured you in the name of our Lord, to
shew on what offence taken amongst us, and for what beauties observed-in the church
of Rome, you quitted the true spouse of Christ to follow the enchantments of a strum-
t, whose shameless adulteries have long since caused an utter divorce between her and
the blessed Jesus: if they have not aolemnly called heaven and earth to record, that
they are ready to satisfy all your s » 10 answer all your objections, and te shew,
that it is not through any default in , for want of endeavours, nor in our church
for want of truth, but that your defection must be wilful, as wcll as unreasona.bie, where-

by wmsmﬂhm:md or inexcusable.

+“Nor do 1 doubt, but several of those glorious lights of our church may accordmgly

; _ bave discharged, without fear or flattery, their functions herein in privat. discourses:’
N ’ht«mrtmﬂy a matter of that inestimable importance, as wherein not only the soul of

~ one of the bravest princes of the earth, but also the whole protestant interest in the
world, especially mthmtheae three nations, is so dee ‘rly and dangerously concerned,:
‘might vequire, since 1 am sure it deserves a publick and general application: nor ought
_any, ‘the meanest of men, to be blamed for contributing modestly his help to.
_prevent a disaster of suchuniversal influence : and therefore who knows but that Al
-mighty Providence, who overthrew Jericho’s proud walls of old, not with battering
~engines of war, but with the blast of eontemptible rams-horns, and is often pleased to
use of the weakest instruments to effect mighty works, may give a blessing to

theac : poor, lished, imartificial lines, ‘which-have nothing but the power of truth,
mthelmutyﬁtwimm to maamend ﬂum o yeuv puncely consider-
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 That you w ed testant principles i  notorious. qufhigh-
duce: you to a change. I shall uot
. :&e conclave; nor shall
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ujutymdy to sink, upon: a: p stillsome ‘ ' .
escape the danger: or to chuse. amsmpudcnt quack, who M vniy«m;mm hi

and refuse a learned physician, who modestly. gmtnhew mb‘w e

by the other, -though very improbably; but withal, that it is a mill
pltlent, under such hands, miscarries; and that in this case
But quitting this argument, which is only. personal;: L beseeeh. m, to t
us how you, or any man of sense, can so far forget, notonly his education and inter
but his very reason, as to embrace popery; frightful, datentaﬂc, ridiculous poper
chaos of superstition, idolatry, error, and 1mposture, that has no foundation but :
no ends but to gratify pride and mme; 10 solid argument to MM
it, but impudence and crueity. AT vy A w
Pope-y, that depends: whd&ynﬁon wice and poor uncertainties :
sals : As, ist, That Peterwas bishop of Rome. -2dly, That heleft there
his graces and spirit; in a perpetual, infalhble-suecession. ' 8dly, "Bhﬂt he so: @
ed his infallibiity to his chair, as that wheever sits in it cannot but speak truths sor
that all who' sit where he sat must, by some secret instingt, say as he taught; that!
what Christ. said to him absolutely,’ mhoul:eny respect ta Rome, mmebe referred, yea.
tyed, to that place alone, and fulfilled init. . 4thly, That Linus, Clemens, and Cletus;
the scholars and supposed successors of Peter, must be preferred, (in m thm&'
the church) to Jobn the beloved apostle, then still living. ' sthly, Th: life
is oft-times monstrously debauched, h:u gment childishly igheranty cannot yet, wi
in his pontifical chair, possibly err.. Gtlily, That the gMMdfﬁ;_ ﬁ :.‘ :
eession, in the confusion of so many long desperate schisms,. shy ' corpupt use
panons and intrusions, and contessed heresies, yet neither was nor can be broken. ./ . -
- Popery, that teaches men to worship stocks and stones; Mmﬁ sy with
the same houour as is due to our creator; aud lest that practice should appear. to
simple clients too palpably opposite to God's law, most sacrilegiously: stifles ‘
“ten commandments in their vulgar catechisms and prayer<books. .. . o o Lo
- Popery, that utterly confounds the true humanity ‘lﬁem lﬂﬁk ey give anto.
it ten thousand places at once, and yet no place; flesh, and no flesh ; several members:
without distinction ; a substance without quantity, ‘and other aceidents ; o substance
ged accidents Wmnm be. ueen.wﬁlh. mwmwd snenumnhey mabm mfw
1 Savio hﬂg. 3. e m‘m- S
Iy dnwﬁmwﬂhe
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ry, and three temporal diadems to boot; and to which you sacrifice:both your own
fortune, and the tranquillity of many millions of souls.- B s TR

What then can the world, that knows the clear light of your highness’s elevated under-
standing, imagine can be the cause of your revolt? Will they not be apt to conceive,
that you have not espoused this mock-religion purely for its own sake, but for some
promised dowry of an absolute monarchy, or arbitrary power, which she might'p
tend to bring one day with her to your embraces? But as this is far below the justice
and generosity of your highness, so it is unworthﬁfthe thoughts of any econsiderate po-
litician. For suppose any prince, to whom the

itish sceptre may hereafter devo ng e

intoxicated with the tinsel-glories of the French monarch’s blustering grandeur, should

be so vain as to hope to subjugate the English liberties, and destroy the constitution
of the best established government on earth, by assuming to himself the whole legis-
lative power, raising money, and draining his subjects at pleasure, without their common
consent in parliament, &c. and should be so extravagantly énamoured on this fatal pro-
ject, (fatal 1 say, because for above five hundred years it has shipwrecked all that coasted
that way) as to be content to shift his religion, and exchange his faith, and turn pa-
pist, on a presumption, that the same might facilitate and accomplish his enterprize :
as King John, it 1s said, resolved once to embrace Mahometism, rather than not be re-
venged of his barons, claiming their just liberties 1 suppose, I say, all this should be,
and that the present papists, to get their religion publickly established, should comply
with his designs, yet still is it not most reasonable to believe, that, having once gai
their point therein, they, or their posterity, will soon recal to mind their birth-rights
and privileges due to them as Englishmen ; ‘and will they not then be perpetually tugging
and struggling to regain them? whence continual disturbance will ensue, and a'stand- -
ing-army must be kept on foot to support this ill-acquired grandeur. For these sub-
jects that contended with King John and King Henry the Third, &c. though the
were papists, and of the same religion with those princes, could not brook it, to be
slaves to their arbitrary pleasures in their civil rights. Besides, what a waking dream
is it for any king, that is free from the Roman yoak, to think to make himself more
absolute, by invelving himself and his kingdoms in thraldom to the church of Rome;
wherein not only the pope pretends a right to domineer over him, but every ecclesi-
astick esteems himself wholly exempt from his jurisdiction, and all his peop
but half his subjects, viz. in temporals ; for in spirituals, and in ordine ad spirit
(a monstrous draw-net, that may include almost all the actions of human life) they are
wholly to be conducted by his holiness and his subordinate ministers. How ﬂiﬁzfm‘c :
can your highness, if a Roman cathelic, complain of the late successive Houses of Com-
mons for pressing a bill to exclude you? Is it any dmloi:lty to endeavour to preserve
the imperial crown of England from a truckling and shameful servitude'to a foreign
usurper’s power? or is it any such unheard-of thing to debar a prince from a throne,
that hath obstinately disabled himself? Certainly, above all men, the Roman catholicks
ought not to murmur at this, for did not the pope issue forth a bull to exclude your
grandfather King James, unless he would turn papist? and dé ‘not the Romanists,
though they acknowledged the title of your other grandfather, Henry the Great, to the
French diadem, yet tegse to pay him any obedience because a protestant, and on
that only score fought against him as long as he continued so, and thought it no.
bellion ? Your highness perhaps will say——— What though they did so? true pic
tants and the  Englaad do not own such principles. “Well then, if the,
testant prinei er than those of the church of Rome, adness |

| ¢ first and chase the latter?
onarch n‘-ﬂn.ds Whﬂ,‘ V.‘ ‘
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is 50 sacred a thing, that'the heir présumptive ean for no default or crime whatsoever
be debarred from the crown by an act of pufliament, or pliblick’ decree of state, 1 do
not understand; for I am sure the practice inall ages, both at home and abroad, in
almost every nation in the earth, hath run contrary: and as to right; those that pre-
tend such succession in all places to be Jure Divino, would do well to shew in what
texts of scripture the same is prescribed ; till then, they do but talk, not argne; and
if a'candidate to the crown for any reasons whatsoever, may, without offence to the
Jaw of God or nature, be excluded by an act of king, lords and commons, then the
Jure-Divino-ship vanishes, and nothing is left to be considered : but whether such next
Mm done such acts, or is so qualified, that in prudence it be necessary for the tran-
quillity of the public to exclude him.  Now I believe there are but few of the church
~of England, but if the bill had passed the lords, and his majesty had given his royal
_ Jassent to it, would have acquiesced therein, and consequently they do not believe the
exclusion to be simply unlawful by ‘the law of God or nature; for against either of
them no human ordinances ought to prevail.

““But all true loyalists do not despair, but your highness may yet prevent all occasions
of such disputes, by opening your eyes; or rather that God (in whose hands are the
hearts of princes) may irradiate your royal understanding, and let you see the horrid
blackness of those men who have endeavoured to seduce you, and of those principles
to which they would have inveigled you, on purpose to have made your highness a
property to their ambitiofi and avarice, and that, under the shadow of your illustrious
name, they might one day tyrannize at pleasure over these three kingdoms,

If heaven shall be pleased to ‘work such an 'happy inclination in your highuess, you
shall presently see the whole British empire echoing with praises and acclamations;
and instead of murmurs of seclusion, every good subject shall erect you a throne in
his heart.

But the graund difficulty will be to satisfy the prejudiced world of yoursincerity here-
in ; for if your highness (which God forbnd) should declare yourselt a protestant only
to serve a present turn, and use the sacred name of our religion but as an engine to
advance the design of our bloody enemies, you would act at once the most dishonour-

_ably and (in the end) most prejudicially to your own interest, in the world, and most
certainly expect the blasts oﬂenwn"md curses of earth on all your future proceed-
ings ; for hypocris{;s odious to God and man ; nor is there any monster so abominable
to serious men of both sides, as a church-papist.

Your royal highness, I hope, will excuse our fears; for we are not ignorant of
the arts and of Rome, that she esteems no means unlawful to obtain her ends.
How shall any oaths be sufficient tests, when private dispensation may at once al-
- low the taking and warrant the breaking of them? or what signifies the participations
- of our sacraments to one that is taught, we have no true ministers of Christ; if so, no

~ consecration, consequently nothing but an ordinary breakfast of common bread and

. wine mthe hopes of three crowns rather than not taste such harm-
- less viands? Not that I dare imagine your highness’s understanding would suffer you

to believe the lawfulness, or your princely generosity permit you to practise these lewd
tions ; yet, since such doctrines are daily taught in the Roman church, how

protestants be assured they have noinfluence on your conduct? I must therefore,
mble fi n, assure your highness, that after so generai an opinion of your

nes, and take oaths dlihem from Holy-

Id scarce believe: the re

you should go mever so dull_{, to

d with some other
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protestant he. will undoubtedly discourage all papists, the sworn invetérate enemies of
our religion ;. he will, not suffer,a popish priest to approach his person or palace. If he
have had any intimation of any ill designs, if any have been tampering to reconcile him
to popery, (which is no less than treason) he will presently detect those mischievous
instruments, that they may be brought to condign punishment, and applaud the justice
that has been done on Coleman, the five jesuits, Godfrey’s murderers, &c. thereby stop-
ping the mouths of the brazen tribe, who would make the world believe they died in-
nocently, He will declareagainst all arbitrary designs, detest those who, by sneaki
flatteries, would unking the ancient and most wise constitution of our government. . He
will heartily recommend parliaments to his sacred brother, as the wisest and safest
councils, and even thauk the late houses of commons for their zeal against him, while
they apprehended him as an enemy to his king, and the religion and safety of the king-
dom. He will vigorously, by his counsels and interests, oppose the growing greatuess
of the I'rench, which, at this day, threatens all Europe wit,E chains ; and immediately
tends not only to the decay of Great Britain’s trade and glory, but also to the diminu~
tion, oppression, and (if it lay in human power) utter subversion of the reformed reli-
gion througbout the world.

These and the like noble fruits will the people not unreasonably expect from your
royal highness, whenever you please to declare yourself a protestant; which. that you
may speedily do, not politickly or superficially, but with that sincerity as so serious a
matter (of infinite more value than the three crowns of which you are presumptive heir
to) is the prayer of all good men, and }I)&rticularly of your royal highness’s

ost humble and faithful servant,
Priranax Verax.

A Letter to a Person of Honour concerning the Black Box. = .

Under this mysterious title the reader will find one of the most bold and notable efforts that ever
was made by any faction mentioned in history. The enemies of the Duke of York came to a
resolution o disappoiot him of the succession at all bazards ; in order to which, they endeavour-
ed (o seduce both the king and the people into their measures: the latter, by establishing it as
an irrefragable truth, that a papist could never be a fit defender of the protestant faith ; and the
former, by all the practices that could be tried on all the passions of man. Having discovered
that his majesty was not over fond of his queen, they not only furnished him pretences to sue
out a divorce, but offered him all the assistance in their power to obtain one ; believing that he
was jealous of his brother’s superior reputation, as also that he stood in some awe of his danger-
ous tempes, they contrived the Bill of Exclusion, to remove him out of his majesty’s way as well
as their own ; and, lastly, knowing that the king;as inexpressibly fond of the Duke of Mon~
mouth, they applied ti &uelm o open a way for him tq‘grad!"y that fondness, bi advancing

that duke to the throne, (which is the point laboured in the ensuing tract, and which the public
had been preparéd to receive by bints and rumours of the same tendency long before.) His
royal highuess, as most concerned in the consequence of these endeavours, was in the meanwhile

‘most atteutive to the progress, and most solicitous to defeat them : accordingly the story m be-
half ot the Duke of Monmouth was no sooner whispered through the kingdom, than he induced

his wajesty to n
l-:“f- '-.-. “"‘ :
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~thetine. And the first of these was dated January 6, 1679; and the second, Mareh the 8d fol-

;:milg. The story of the Black Box did not become the talk of the town till the beginning of

e year 16805 and what motions it occasioned may be gathered from the following aceount,

which was published in the London Gazette, No. 1507, and which gave rise to the tract before
m'

; At the Court at Whitehall, April 26.

“ His majesty having commanded the council to meet this day extraordinarily, acquainted them

that he m had notice of a false and dangerous rumour spread abroad, of a Black Box pre-

i : e’ s wherein was contained a writing importing a marriage, orcontract of mér-

ween his majesty and the Duke of Monmouth’s mother, which his majesty did posi=

re to be altogether false, and therefore said, he thought himself obliged in honour

seience to have the matter thoroughly examined and searched into; and that, in order

S s u}.‘ i

- “fhereunto, he had sent for Sir Gilbert Gerard, who was reported to be the person that had seén
~Sorme such writing, or to have had the same in custbd{.l ‘ "
“«W ‘SirGilbert Gerard being called in before his majesty in conneil, (his royal highness

“‘and all the of the courts at Westminster being present, by his majesty’s particalar com~
-amand,) this fpllewing question was, by his majesty’s order, and by the advice of the privy-coun-
cily -apd by Ahe opinion of all the judges, proposed to him, viz.: Whether he knew of, or had
B )y ﬁ{lg% Amporting a marriage, or contract of marriage, between his majesly and thf;
gu _',é.;? lonmouth’s mother? To which Sir Gilbert Gerard, having taken his oath upon the
" ‘61Y’Ehﬂgdm, made answer, * That he had never seen any ‘such writing, nor was there ever
“any such e:mmtted to his custody, nor did he know of any such thing.” Whereunto he also
ng-mbed ibed his namne. 0 PRTOT I , ‘
. After whieh, his nnjeuytdo&!;:é;he resolved to use all means possible to find out the authors
. of this report, required all the lords of the council, and &he,_judgao there present, to give an ac-
_.count whether the tly;glhg:;rl;!’dqgcj.uspow‘;mrg]mmgm the said, or any like matter, To which
a
B

»

rd of nothing concerning it but a flying and imperfect rumour
“of fate discoursed. the lords of the council only acquainted his majesty, that a gentleman’
“%4d told him of ‘some particular discourse he had lately heard of that mattef. © ! ;
«His majesty, ih‘el:::rm; commanded Mr Secretary Jenkins to examine the said gentleman; or
| -any other who d be named by him; inorder to trace the said false report up to the first
. uthors and inventors of it.”, . ... . piiadeay; g o1
No e remains to be said by way of introduction to this remarkable piece, but this: That, af-
v m’?g:‘ scoyery of | Rye-House Plot, a * paper was found in the custody of Mr Charlton,
“'one of the persons deepest concerned in the cabals of those times, which appears to bé a prin
“'ger’s bill, and'in which there are two ‘articles for the charges of two impressions of the' Blatk
/Box, as it is there called y and that, by the mention therein also made of Ferguson's name, it is
reasonable to think that the said piece was the composition of that famous incendiary. -
Thus far the former editor ; to which it may be lddﬁ: that Ferguson, a desperate and flagitious
_ incendiary, mmﬁ:k.k@ﬂwfg; the very pkafsm hus dark spirit found in, AEUAling
nd stormy intrigues, was at this time the manager of a private printing press, which teem-
. haurrite bsa baloututad o' mlugne t0e b abhe, mind A more thin onc oF
% to establi Duke of Monmouth's ¢laim to the crown, though less upon
“basis.. The Appeal from the City to the Country, speaking of the sues
ble expressions: * No man is fitter than his grace the Duke oi Mon..
m«hg.m;’%uhbuhuwe hand “’Lf"m?"b“"hﬁ in ﬁi
| stand by you, and therefore you it to stand by him. Ang
! : chlia ever make the b,::gk , as being constrained
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supply what he wants in title, that, instead of God and my Right
my | &%ahmm‘ € _‘he‘il‘ﬁotica‘ historicul exaniple for
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mischievous recommendation and persuasions of Ferguson, that the unfortunate Dake of:Meon-
mouth assumed the title of king during hi mmm tion, Had the Prinee o -
equally precipitate, it may be well doubted if he would ever haye held the title of V¥ 'an
it ' , i i : Y w.“:,:lﬁ'ﬂié KL Wviihw
A

i R D L ‘:::
My Ial)l'd‘, y : s ’ | ! o e

You are pleased to command me to give you some account of the Mndaion%,&t
report which hath arrived with you co-ncerning a black box, and withal to let you
know how Sir Gilbert Gerard acquitted himself at his appearance before the king ‘and
council, in reference to that affair. As to the first, I must crave leave to distinguish
betwixt what is material in that business, and what is meerely circumstantial, and ser-
veth only by way of parade. Your lordship, whose conversation hath given you great
advantages of knowing the reports of the world in relation to the king’s marriage with
the Duke of Monmouth's mother, can easily recollect that there was never so much as
a suggestion given out, till of late, of any such thing as a black box ; nor of a writing
importing a contract consigned by the late Lord of Durham, (Dr John Cosen,) to the
custody of Sir Gilbert Gerard. And had there been any thing of that consequence
committed to and entrusted with him, he is both a person of that honour and courage
as to have dared to have owned and justified it, and a gentleman of that diseretion and
wisdom, that he would ere this have acquainted the parliameunt with it, to whem beth
the cognizgnce and decision of a matter of so grand importance do properly belong ;
but in truth, the whole referring to the black box is a mere romance, purposely invents
ed to sham and ridicule the business of the marriage, which indeed hath no relation
to it. For they who judged it conducible to their present interest to have the Duke
of Monmouth’s title to the crown not only diseredited, but exposed, theught it neces-
sary, instead of nakedly enquiring whether he be the king’s legitimate or only natural
son, to bring upon the stage a circumstance no way annexed with it, supposing that
this being found a fable, the marriage itself, of the king with the duke’s mother, would
have undergone the same censure. But by what I do perceive they were mistaken in
their measures, seeing most men know how to separate what they endeavoured so ar-
tificially to have interwoven: and all that I can apprehend they are like to get by it,
is the raising a devil they will not easily lay.

For, my lord, it is in the first place apparent, that the starting of this business is to-
be wholly ascribed to the Duke of York, and those under whose conduct he regulates
himself and his concerns. Had any others been the first movers in it, you may be
sure they would never have ventured it before the eouncil as it is now inﬂ'ucnccdy and
moulded, but they would have waited till the sitting of the parliament, where they
might expect nothing but impartiality and justice. : il R

n the second place, the very intimation that any, beside the Duke of York, doth
so much as pretend a title to the crown, will operate with many to a belief that it is not
without reason that he doth so, For the ong . way to undeceive men in a matter of
vain and groundless credulity, is to neglect ami' despise them; whereas all endeavours.
to convince them do but contribute to the strengthening them in their faith. What
will the peoplesay? But that if the Duke of Monmouth was not the legitimate heir,.
would the papists, by whose inspirations the Duke of York governs himself, so effectu~

mselves as to desire that an affair of so vast importance, and wherein the:
in concered, shoul be judged of by bwenty or iy persons, who

adicial power? ; i PR L
hould t cotﬁﬁiﬁs all that they can propose to themselves.

‘way advantage the Duke of York, nor give the least.
onmouth, providing his claim be Jwr“dm%‘

evidenced.
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to0,be.so, before the great representatives. of the pation., For, beyond all g

these thin lxowmur‘ 0l yi )ﬁ,on | at the council, will be oafkd over
again b}y e parliamer w be,op the table balance that Freat and wise
bod) dg p, mmcaencea, upon a hea:mg,oft e whole mat-
ter, sluy.ﬁ . thy .And of what little significancy the resolves, of the council,
though stamped an pnfotced with the authority of a king, are to the IMpOsing a su-
preme. ruler; ' ‘nation when a legal claim lies in OpfOSItIOB, we are sufficientl
mstruc@ 4

% e nstance of Jane Gray ; though a lady of those endowments, whic
fe sex ever paralleled, and recommended at that time to the nation by many
nguoements and motives.

In the fourth place, the method of managing this affair gives us more surprize than
all the rest, and seems wholly calculated to intricate matters, rather than clear them.
For your lordship, and all others who are masters of that sense which you possess,
would be ready 1o conceive that the main, if not the only thing inguired into,. should
be, Whether. tge king was really married unto Madam Walters, and whether the Duke
of Monmouth,was born in Jawful wedlock? But instead of this, all the mighty inquis
sition hath been, Whether this or that person has beard of a Black Box, or of a cons
- tract referring to the king’s marriage with that lady, committed to the keeping of Sic
Gilbert Gerard. Now what is all this to the reality of the marriage, seeing it might
be transacted, as most, other marriages ae, in verbis de presenti, and of which no other
proof can be expected besides the testimony of such as were personally present?

Tifthly, The persons whom they have in this whole matter summoned hefore them
and cxa;n;ned, ds to the suspicion and increaseth the astonishment. For people who
ngr oup 10, xhc subject before them, had conceived that the main scrutmy

vould have lm:a m,het in reference to the assurances given to the Countess of Weems,
coneerning the Jggmmacy of the Duke of Monmouth before she disposed her daugh-
ter in marriage to him, or else, that all the examinations relating to this business would
have bﬂcq, pn,nc;pally confined to those who were beyond sea with the king, when

this marriage is supposed. to have happened. But all this seems to have been indus-
ttgcms;'y waved, and in the room of these, a few persons have been brought before, and
by the council, who could never be supposed to have heard otherwise of
) _y way of vulgar tattle. And as I dare boldly affirm that there is no one per-
so n, wlm nsaccaswnwd to the fellowship of the town, who has not heard of such a
/80, it is mcontroulably known ‘;ut there was, in Oliver’s time, a letter inter
rom the king to the said lady, then in the Tower, superscnbed To his wife.
woknown with what homage the king's part%m En&l d, at that time, paid
. ,,__n Mmuﬁod their obedience to her. For as they addressed her upon
Qndv#aay other symbols, they declared t.hcy esteemed her for no,
their king and master.

no'’ «gxw concernment who is the immediate apparent heir in the
cwedo counsider that the parliament of England hath often provided a
mpre:nmnt, wbea&hcmwrest of the public hath required it, without
oAl mwch ﬁ They who prafemd William Rufus and Henry the
lobert, thougl illiam the Conqueror, what can ;hey not. do

reas M unto it? And they who.
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hath bastdfdy itself Beén ar obstriction 16 the conferring of the biowd ig_éﬂ Pérson,
rovided &l thinge élsé’ﬁiiVQ’cbrresgou‘Gedfwith the desires and' humibufs’o ‘g ople.”
E‘or not only ‘Atheélstad; ‘the great Saxon king, was such, but Queen Mary or Queen
Elizabeth must be s6 blazoned ; and yet -1l three were exalted to the regdl thtone: and
two of them not only approved themselves worthy of the trust reposed in them, but
have consighed down that stock of fame and credit, which, few attaining tunto,  hrith
left a reproach upon most princes who have suceceded them. Even Henry the Severith,
(from whiom otit king derives his title and right of suceession;) sprang from a bastard,”
who had nothing to render him capable to convey a ¢laim to his posterity, but' that e
was made legitimate by parliament. AR oo
Seventhly, The ¢ouncil liad done a thing grateful to the nation, ‘and consonant to
their oaths and duty, if, itstead of attempting to establish the' Diike of York as heir-
appareit, they had examined whether, notwithstanding his affinity to ﬂw!lfiﬁ'g, he hath'
nof, by manifold treasons against the person of his majesty, as well as agdinst the go-
vernment, forfeited his lifée to justice, and made himself obnoxious to a scaffold whilé'
he is pretending to a throne.  He is yet'a subject, and acconntable for’the bretich of
the laws; and why Hhis crimes should find ‘shelter in his greathess T know'tot. " "Iis in
vain to pretend to the right of succession, when his tredsons were a self-deposition,
were he actually regnant. Whosoever conspires against’any oné part of the constitu-
tion, forfeits all he can claim by any other branch of it. 'To be"accessary to a plot fot
the destruction of the people, is to abdicate himself from all legal pretenices of rei sning”
over them. « Now the being seduced, and seducing so many of his majesty’s su hjects
from the established religion to that of popery, is treason by two statutes, viz. ‘Eliz.
22.' 1. Jam. 3,'4." And for which, (say the words of ‘the'stat.) they shall forfeit as in’
cases of high treason, as the late proclamation by king and council hath also significant-
ly declared. The'countenancing the burning of London, the endeavouring to alter the
limited monarchy into a despotic rule, and the combining with the papists in all the
parts of the late plot, make him liable to the ax, while he is aspiring to'a sceptre.
Eighthly, A more unaccountable thing yet than all the former is; to see the king so
far concern himself’ in having the succession declared and determined. For'it is ot
uswal to find a prince appear 10 favounr of a brother, when so many are in a belief that
he hath a legitimate son of his own. Many kings have endeavoured the advancement
of their bastard children to the exclusion of their nearest relations of the right blood :
only Charles the Second will be the fitst on the file of history, that, when nothing but’
his bare word was needful to the settling his dominions on his son as legitimately ﬁdﬂi,
he alone, and in the face of strong suspicions to the contrary, would insintate him to
bé Oafy His natural son, and for no other reason, but that he would gratify his greatest
enemies.” I am sure we read of few kings that ever gave any great countenance to
their brethren, when they were their presumptive heirs, though in the mean time they
woulld ‘not deprive them of their legal rights,” providing they canie to out-live them.
Yea, theie are not many ages past, since the heir-apparent’s [ Prince Henry] being only
atterided by a greater train than the king, then reigning over these ki‘nggam‘s, used to
be‘acc‘o‘ﬁiﬁtﬂiaglath, is'thonght to have given that jealousy to the father, as cost the |
young genitleman his life. Surely, considering the present posture of affairs, and the -
o usness of the papists to the law, for their many and continued conspiracies
sty's person; the lives of the people, the protestant religion, and the

peace saféty nt, it were the king and kingdom’s interest to
have t > of to his succeeding to the crown) to be left undetermi»
and doubtful.’ an any thin 'A'&;Mﬁy conduce both to the king's own

curity and that of his protestant subjects, as to leave the Duke of York under a be- .

lief, that should n away, there is one still behind that spute the

crown with him,  Nor can the Duke of York's pursuiog the having the right of suc.
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_cossion at this time settled, .intimate less to considering persons, but that,the papists en-
tertain new deﬂgmw his majesty’s life, and that they only want such a declara-
. tion for the wyf th execution of them. Your Jordship knows, that Queen
Elizabeth-would never positively name her successor,. often importuned by
“ ﬁrﬁewﬁty;dﬁnm ﬂ;;i ahndhca:?(:?f‘
Atterwards reign ooly courtesy, and owe the remain er
eace of the government, to his grace and favour whom she had publish-
r presumptive heir, And truly, the king’s falling so immediately ill, afber the
ke of ﬂrk had so earnestly solicited for a formal declnratwn of his being next heir
to the crown, occasioued some men’s grounds of fear, that his d::rm.b is not only re-
solved, but the springs and causes of it disposed before, and that all things being ripe,
this was merely contrived to facilitate the duke’s entrance upon the government.
1n brief, matters are arrived at that pass, that the papists cannot suffer the king to
coummc, and the duke and they long escape the dgfm:nt of the:‘dmuons. Far, as his
majesty cannot subsist nor preserve the reputation of his crown vernment many
mnth{ longer without a parliament, no more can they, through theg(:mmber, quality,
and palpableness of their crimes, bear one, so that the necessity of their affairs, as well
as their inclinations, seconded by their principles, oblige them, by one means or ane-
ther, to remove him : wherein if they succeed, as I see no rational foundation of judg-
ing but that they will, there is nothing remains towards the preserving our tzhgnn
lives, and liberties, but toendeavour, moordmg to the vote and resolve of the last par-
liament, to revenge his death upon ists. It is true the king would not be rc-
vﬂhd by any lmportnmhu (tl frequently made by the duke at the boa
dpx )t.oo a m&nl-table declaration in favour of York's right to uwd.
majesty should die before him, yet the business would appear so far gone
tnd all thmgs 80 dllt::ed already in prospect of what they intend, that they mnot.,
without r whole concernments, recall themselves from the purpose of
murdering him. Yea, the king's not gratifying the duke.n his so often repeated suit,
will now serve only to possess :gcm with apprebensions of jealousy, and make them acee-
lerate rather than dday the wickedness. It is possible they may foresee, that it will
hmompnmnd with greater hazards than it would have been, could they have com-
passed that business, But they are gone past retreat, and must either pemh by the
sword of justice, or seck to pmtect themselves by deatmymg the king. And
this failure give them hensions that they must seek their safety by re-
course to foree, than there wo haye been cause for, had the duke obtained such a
declaration, yet men, in their circumstances, and where there is no medium, will chuse
mw rmwemgﬂhmmﬂ\eﬁdd. th&nhunpd m;gahbu. or to have their

lan .&MerﬁYWk. ohuuldthekmgdn-
> of Comn in a bill, twice read and past,
ble to do it; so, if my information do not

n 'buktchwutdwnﬁ'om his mother in
b as acknowledged as Prince of Wales :
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watd TV fhongh actially in the throne; and ‘withal 2 ‘magnanimbus ‘and’ victorious
rinte, yet he marfied an ordinary gentiewoman, and'she not only one of His own sub-
ets, but the Telict of a former husband, and the widow of an encmy to his érowd and
family. ' "Whereas the king, when supposed to have martied the Duke of Monmouth
mother, was actually in exile, the ntmost of his possessions lying in some faint hoj
which his right to tKe English throne administered unto him: and as it is not img
bable, but that he found it necessary to marry rather than, by taking another course,
to alienate the minds of those further from him, whose love it was his interest to re-
cover, so the deplorableness of his condition at that time gave him small encouragement
to demand in marriage any that was the daughter of a neifh‘bouring king or monarch.
Nor is it difficult to conceive how far the wit, beauty, and air of such a lady as Ma-
dam Walters was might prevail upon and entangle a young prince, both naturally
amorous and always an admirer of such qualifications. Nay, ‘my lord, though the
Duke of York hath been twice married, and when in much better circumstances than
the king then was, vet he hath no great cause of bearing himself upon the antiquity or
greatness of the families into which he hath matched : For I am sure neither of his
duachesses derived their descent from so eminent a pedigree, or of that figure of heraldry,
as the Duke of Monmouth’s mother proceeded from. They are great strangers in Eng-
land, who do not know that her father was a gentleman of an old British lineage, and
stood possessed of a much fairer estate than the late Lord Chancellor Hyde was ever born
unto: And though I will cast no reflection upon his acquisitions, yet this may be af-
firmed with modesty, that he was more indebted to the favour of his prince for them,
than any extraordinary merit in himself. or recommendation by the dignity and ser-
vices ot his ancestors. And one would think the returns he made unto his majesty, in
more than a thousand instances, should not render the king very fond of transmitting
the crown to his offspring. ‘
My lord. having endeavoured to obey you in one of your commands, I shall, in the
next place, apply myself to‘the consideration of your second. And, to ease your lord-
ship of all unnecessary and superfluous trouble, I shall not entertain you with any long
character of Sir Gilbert Gerard, as presuming, that that gentleman is fully known unto
you. "All 1 shall therefore say concerning him is, that heis still the same, and of the same
rinciples he was when he suffered so much for the king in the late times; that is, he
1s a loyal subject, a good protestant, and a true Englishman ; one who will obey his
prince as far as conscience, law, and honour will allow him, but will sacrifice none of
these, neither upon mercenary terms, nor to avoid impendent dangers. And as it were
happy for the king were all his subjects of that figure, so it would greatly redound to
the honour of the church of England, to have all her members of that complexion and
temper. Nor ouglit his being put out of the commission of the peace be construed as any
reflection upon him, sceing he hath so many worthy and deserving persons, in all the
counties o;"PEngland, sharers with him in the same fortune. What the occasion of that
treatment was, your lordship fully understands, though you were no way interested in
the affair; and itis to be hoped thatthe king may in time discover the perniciousness of
those counsels, which both prevented his hearkening to the humble entreaties of many of
his people; and have 1afluenced him to disoblige a great number of his best subjects. I
am sure, both his majesty and the kingdom do already sensibly suffer by it, while the
re only discharged from a burthen. There may possibly be some

mean souls, who covet being in the commission, to obtain a respect in their country,
or to make a :¢ and employment, but Sir Gilbert, with those other
1 en who are in the same predicament with him, are persons, who, in their great-
privacies, can command a deference from all about them, and whom God hath blessec
| with estates and minds which exalt them above the temptations of fees for war-
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_¢ But, my lord, that T may give ‘you the better history of this transaction, ot ratliér
* farce, concerning Sﬁ@ﬂ%m dppearing before the council, you may be pleas
sed to know, that he wassent for by.a'letter under the hand of my Lord Sunderland,
requiring him to come immediately up. - And'because a missive by ‘the post might
have too much preserved the privilege of 'a member of parliament, and intimated too
great arespeet-to @ gentleman whose brothier had lost' his life, for owning his ma-

Jjesty’s interestunder Oliver Cromwell; and himself undergone costly ‘and severe impri-
' there was a creature stileda‘gentleman-usher ‘ordered to catry the letter, and
Rt W hitehall, - -1 -< i e 4ot T

o
.+ Now thongh Sir'Gilbert was hardly recovered from a fit of the stone, and remained
wonfined by weakness ‘to his chamber, when these blades arvived at his house, yet he
immediately complied with the message, andaddressed himself to his journey with all
the expedition he could; thereby testifying at once his obedience to his majesty, and
the security he enjoyed in his own miud, as®%o his innocency, though he knew not
what he was sent for. Being come to thie court, instead of meeting with my Lord Sun-
derland, there was an order left for the conducting him to Mr Coventry, who was then
the other secretary of state, though he hath since resigned to Sir Lionel Jenkins. But
whereas every rational man would have apprehended, that 2 parliament-man being
seized and brought so far a prisoner, within the time of privilege, could have been
questioned concerning nothing less than a plot to assassinate the king, or a conspiracy
of levying war against the government, yet.all he was interrogated about was, if the
late Lord of D:ﬁlam had‘at auy time entrusted him with a black box, centaining a
contract of marriage between the king and the Duke of Monmouth’s mother? or
- whether he had seen any such contract? You may easily apprehend, that he was not
g%?{.g surprised, afier all the fatigue and expence they bad put him umnto, to find him-
self examined in relation to so ridiculous and romantic a story. However, being obli-
ged to make a civil answer, he told the secretary that he was peither entrusted with
such a box, nor had so much as heard of such a contract. Which reply of Sir Gilbert’s
being recorded in writing; Mr Coventry was pleased to tell him, (by what warranty
~we may possibly know some other time,) that he was obliged both to subscribe it and
to ratify it by an oath. = Sir Gilbert, being more amazed than before, replied, that as
he little imagined that he had been sent for upon a business of that nature, secing he
knew no reason why his name should be interested in it, so he would neither set his
hand to the answer he had given, nor take his oath to confirm it. And indeed he had
- reason for what be said ; for how could he know but that this might be a leading ques-
tion to something else. For whosoever h:md invented that fabulous story, might, with

u with some criminal matter.
{r. Coveatry, he only asked, whe-
-as a criminal ?- To which the seere-
 other directions than to ask'himvgae

y many [ ned his
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were many arguments used to persuade him, and long haran
chievous consequences which a doubtful title might occasion. . But he
the rights of an Englishman, namely, that he ought not to be requited. to sweai
such cases. as the law. did appoint, all the judges, and, in.conjunction;with the
lord changellor; gave thmt.omnm; that he was obliged by the law to take his.oat
a matter of this great. moment, which threatened the nation with no less than
fell out between; the houses of York and Lancaster, Upon which he accordingly:
to, the purport already intimated, viz. That be knew of nosuch thing as.a black box,
nor any thing relating to such a contract of marriage as he was then interrogated about.
Now, my lord, I know not how a .f entleman could haye carried it with more true cou-
rage and honour than Sir Gilbert did.  For as the opinion of .the judges were to over-
rule him as to what was law, so only a parliament is capable of judging whether. they
acted consonantly to their duty. And till that happy hom- come, L commend: your
kudshlp to the divine protectum, and am, i WA ikt
. My lbldi Yie ¥ 1 TR
LondmL,BMay 15, . i g i Your most humble servant. -
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: ﬁm ave any contract to any woman whatsoever, but muy Queen t0 whom
nowsmm \um whereof, 1 setp,x hml.p; hitehal rthe Gth o Jannuy. 1679:
oyl ; A Cuq.m.ns Rn;.
v A Mﬁmd«amlmnm e of e
.Cmentry e %
‘ ;'&l !’mch,C- - J. Williamson. -

ch declaration, wedid, i ieech following, (wlueh mi&mh ik Yo
{ ake a more public declaration in our privy council, written likewise with our own
nd, having caused a true transcript thereof to be entered in our council-books, we sign-

‘ﬂumd the lords of our privy council then attending us in council to subscribe. the
ewise, and we ordered the original to be kept in the council chest, where it now re-
The entry whereof in the council book is in these words following :

: At the Gotrt ﬁwmmhah Mm sd 1679.
L l‘he ng‘a nm exoellent che-ty,

h ~ M-Ohnedlor, _ : Earl of Essex,

:1 4 X Lo Tfeum'er, v g Earl of Bath,

b Duke of Lauderdale, ' Rarl of Craven,

¥y  Marquis of Worcester, Earl of Aylesburgo
Earl of Ossory, : Lord Bishop of London,
Lord Chauiberlain, » i Lord Blshop of Durham,
Earl of Sunderland, Lord Maynard,
Earl of Cluudon, Mr Vice Chamberlain.

& Hu xﬁny was this day lexsed to command that the declaration hereafter following be enter-
g.beh all written and signed by his majesty’s own hand, in a paper
mﬁ dﬁs da delmfed at the board, to be kept in the council-chest, viz :

of any dispute which may happen in time to_come concerning the succession

mwn, oherede are, in the presence of Almighty God, that I never gave nor made

tny contract of marriage, nor was married to any woman whaisoever, but to my present mfe
Queen Cnﬁlenup, now s Wlntnhnll the third day of Mamb 1679. a

uarLEs R,

y Mﬁﬁdumw% mkmg and signing of this declaration, to '




