g62 Tracts during the Reign of King Charles I1.

brother) which perhiaps may never happen ; but if it should, e i of too great’ an g
now to begin such change of government and religion, as is suspected, withany hg

of accomplishing the same in his own time ; if so, and it be aléb tine, as itis, thit he
is without hopes of a successor of his own religion, to’carry on stich’ attempt by him
begun (the Prince and Princess of Orange, and the Lady Anne, befng all protestanits)
why then should any man believe his royal highness so weak a prince, as to attempt
such change with so small a number of men as his religion shall have left him ; which
will appear so very small, as not to be feared by Englishmen whet Rome shall assault
their religion and properties, and oblige them to fight for the same ?

That prince, be he who he will, that shall at any time come into England with
opery, will come in with weakness and inability to hurt his subjects by any force of
iis own ; nor will any neighbouring prince, unless he and all his subjects be lunaticks,

help to make him absolute, that being to endanger themselves.

What prince will be at charges, exhaust his treasure, weaken himself to strengthen
his neighbour? nor is that prince much less than mad, that should, in such a case, rely
on or trust to guch a neighgouring prince for assistance.

And for his own subjects, they will be more dangerous and uneasy to him than he
can be to them ; for such 1Erince being without reputation, trust, or money at home,
will be without assistance from abroad; and his own subjects will never assist him to
break their own laws, well knowing no prince ever attempted the same but he haz-
arded his crown by making the essay ; nor did ever any prince actually break through
the laws, but he was ruined and lost his crown thereby.

Nor is it in the power of the Duke of York, if he succeed his brother, to break our
laws in either of the respects feared ; but if ever they be broken, it must be with mu-
tual assent of both prince and people assembled in parhament ; for as our law now
statids, no magistrate can do any legal or judicial act in any inferior court of justice,
nor bear any public office, civil or military, nor accept of or be admitted into any ec-
clesiastical promotion, or meet to vote in either house of parliament till they shall have
first renounced popery, by taking the oaths and tests, ang making the subscriptions by
law required.

If therefore a popish successor should hereafter happen to reign over us, he will find
it very difficult to repeal those laws that establish our religion ; the consideration that
the subjects will always have, being fresh in their memories, of the fire and faggot
Queen Mary exercised in her reign for the rescuing the popish religion, will oblige
them to a stedfast resolution never to depart from that of their own, I mean the true
protestant-religion ; and until those laws be abrogated by parliament, it will be abso-
lutely impossible for any popish successor to establish popery here. .

If, then, what I have offered to consideration be true, and it shall appear impossible
to settle a government in this kingdom, out of the royal family, that shall continue,
as the late rebellion hath demonstrated, or to hiudcrr?t.yhe crown from descending in its
due course, without endangering all our ruins and the destruction of the three king-
doms, then am I sure every true protestant that cither loves God, or the king and go-
vernment, or wishes happiness to himself and posterity, and the true protestant reli-
gion, must surcease all further attempts for altering the same, since nothing imagin-
able can have a greater tendency to the entailing confus on and misery upon us, ‘and the

erations to come after us. - MR

And the better to persuade to this mode of procedure, consider, that the king can-
not but have the resentments of human nature, us he is 2 man, though (retarning to
his kingdom after the horrid and barbarous murder of his royal father, and the #t
banishment and long and miserable exile of his own, with divers proclamations af
him, setting prices on his head to have betrayed him) e hath shewn and exercised the
mercy of a most excelient Christian and gracious sovereign ; for wwho'can say, ‘with
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truth, that his life, liberty, or property hath been taken away, or invaded by him con-
trary to law, or without legal trial by their peers, since his restauration ?

Blawe not, therefore, his majesty, the impressions of these former usages being fresh
in his mind, if be, taking notice of the late violent and unwarrantable proceedings
against him, and aPprehending from thence the same mischiefs now designed as here-
tofore, seem tenacious in some points of his royal prerogative; lest the government,
by the wicked practices and restless endeavours of some aspiring subjects, uneasy in
obeying any government in which they have not a share, and accounting it usurpa-
tion to be deprived of that part thereof which they heretofore too long enjoyed, should
once more revert and start back.

This will appear at last, if 1 be not greatly mistaken, the chief occasion of all our
present unhappy and highly to be lamented, divisions, and of the distrust created be-
tween the king and lis people, each fearing to be bound, both striving to be free;
those who contrive to bind the king faster believe he designs.himself to be loose,
judging of the king’s actions by the measures of their own wicked and fallacious in-
tentions ; and thereupon strive to break all his measures, and disappoint him in all his
undertakings. '

And if this be the occasion of our present misery, every loyal subject and true pro-
testant in England, that loves the king, his country, and religion, ought to make it
his business to prevent these misunderstandings for the fature; which, if he would
seriously, and with sincerity and truth endeavour, I am of opinion the work would not
be so difficult as our jesuitical incendiaries and French pensioners represent it to be,
and persuade those among whom they converse it is.

That Almighty God, of his infinite goodness and mercy, may be prevailed with gra-
ciously to bestow so great a blessing as this upon these poor distracted kingdoms,

ive me leave to propose to every man's consideration the practice of these following

irections :—

First, be truly humble for, and unfeignedly repent of; all your former sins by which
you have provoked God to anger; and turn from all your iniquities for the time to
come, that his wrath may be appeased, and he may repent him of the evil intended
against us. ‘

Love God with all your heart, serve him with all your strength, make his holy word
the rule of your lite, and the measure of all your future actions, daring to do nothing
contrary thereunto, or derogatory to his holy commands.

Live by faith, not by sight ; walk with God, and be upright ; do your duty, in your
place, to God, the king, your country, your neighbour, your family, and to your own
soul.

Make it your business to be holy and humble, value the love and favour of Geod, and
an interest in the merits of his dear Son your Redeemer above all things whatsoever,
and endeavour to obtain to yourself a well-grounded assurance thereof.

Die daily to sin, self, the world, and all things therein ; and live to that God by
whom you live, giving him the glory of all his goodness and mercy extended towards
you. : : ’
Set not your affection inordinately wpon things below, which are all vain, momen-

, and uncertain, but on things above, that are eternal. _ '

. contented in every condition, thankful and fruitful under every various dispen-
sation, of God's providence ; submit to his will, acquiesce in his pleasure, bless him
for what you have, and murmur nor repine not because you have no more.

. Envy. not, those who are above you, and possess more of the riches and honours of
this mfm you enjoy ; but behold with pity and Christian compassion how many
there asy better and more deserving, perhaps, than you, who yet want what you enjoy,
and, it may be, sinfully wutc;.-.h:ﬁv.md relieve such with & part of what you have.
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Trust God with the government of the world, and submit 40.the powers that are
over you, as being of him ; believe he is a jealous God, will take care of his glory,
vindicate his honour, advance his kingdom and the interest of Christ, and propagate
his gospel maugre all the opposition of men and devils ; and that this he willdo in his
own way, and at his own tune, without any direction or assistance from you therein ;
reppember that he knows best what is good for you, and has promised that all thin
shall work together for good to those that love and fear him, and keep his command-.
ments ; and that he will keep them in perfect peace, whose minds are staid on him,
because they trust in him ; be not therefore wise in your own conceit, and think that

ou can direct God; Solomon saith, *‘ Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit, there
1s*more hopes of a fool than.of such a man.”

Judge yoursclf and not another, meddle with your own and no other man’s business,
seéarch your own heart, and try your own spirit whether it be of God; look into your:
own deformities, and mend wlzat. is amiss in yourself, before you undertake or go about
to find fault with or reform others ; every one mending one, is the only way to mend .
all ; and by such reformation and amendment we are fit for mercy : God will give it
if we seek it in a right way.

~Think and esteem every man better than yourself, for the lower a man is in his own
conceit, the higher he is in the esteem of God and good men ; the proud, God sends
away empty, and causes to stand afar off, but to the humble he will draw near, and
him will he fill with good thiugs. .

Live in love, and, as much as in you lies, follow peace with all men.

Do as you would be done unto, love your neighbour as yourself, forget and forgive
injuries, recompence good for evil, pray for those that hate you, do good to those
that despitefully use you; yea, pray for your enemies, and do them good, if in your
power, but not hurt.

Lay aside all malice, prejudice, and thoughts of revenge against all mankind ; let not
difference in opinion in matters of religion beget diﬂ%rence in affection, especially
amongst protestants, but unite in love, bear and forbear with and hide the infirmities
of each other.

Be easy to believe and make known what good you hear of any man whom you have
reason to judge honest, though of a different persuasion from you; and as hard to be-
lieve ill, unless you know it, and more of discovering it, except to himself, lest it
prove false.

Give not credit to all you hear, neither divulge all you know ; take care not to in-,
vent and spread abroad any false stories, to the defamation of any person whatsoever,
especially of those that are set in authority over you, and to whom you -are obliged
to be subject, whereby their honour, reputation,.or good name may be called in qoes-
tion or prejudiced, or their persons and govermment rendered low or contemptible;
this is abominable, warse than murder; reputation to a man of honour being dearer
thar life ifself. : _

“Lay asjdeand give overall names of distinction, such as.Tory, Whig, Fanatick, Tan«
tivy - men, Bruminghams, Masquerade-papists, Masquerade-protestants, Church-whigs,
nglhlggplstq, and all.provoking seuzrilous speaking, writing, and printing ust:
each 6ther ; these are pum mischiefs, tending to the destruction rather than the sds
vancement of our government or the protestant religion, and proceed fromahe spirit
of the devil rather than from that of our blessed Savsour, whese example we are com-
manded to flfoli.ftaw- . ,

Be just, follow truth, pursue righteousness, execute justice impartially, relicve the
oppressed, cloath the naked, feed the bungry, wisit the'!nioh,. release. 1'.hny impriecued,
be 2 husband to L‘f? widow.apd a father to she &th&ﬁn_;.ﬁwlyngolh;thi?wi'
and no hurt, ‘aveid all frauds and deceits, deal fairly and above-board with sil.mene
12
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kind, abhor all tricks and little cheats ; they will never last long, or do any man long
good ; God will discover and detect them, to the scorn and contempt of whoever uses
them, either on one side or the other, be the pretence what it will for so doing, there be-
ing nothing that He, who is the God of truth, more abhors than such base and false prace
tices.

If every man would make it his business to observe these few directions, and sub-
mit. as commanded, to the powers that are over him, as being of God ; pay the kin
the honour and duty due to him as his sovereign, and prefer as be ought the publicﬁ
good and welfare of the kingdom before his own private interests, which now too
much governs most men 1n our age: And if the people of England, when they shall
next elect members to serve them in parliament, would chuse such persons to repre-
sent them as shall, when they come together to consult of and provide for their in-
terests and security in their religion and property, carry on their debates with calm
and serene spirits, lay aside all passion, prejudice and prepossession; act with mo-
deration, wisdom, and prudence, and behave themselves with that loyal and dutiful
respect to the king which becomes them, and is their duty as they are his subjects ;
his majesty would then soon perceive, and easily be brought to believe, that he need
not fear them ; and with confidence I will presume to say, the king is not in such a
condition as that his subjects need to fear him, there being more danger of a common-
wealth than of absolute monarchy where the people set up for reformers.

By this way of proceeding, the king, who is of a most excellent temper and dispo-
sition, ready to pass by and forgive whatever has been amiss so amendment be made
for the future, would guickly be gained by his people; and, as he is our sovereign,
give me leave to say, he ought to be thus treated. Hereby the kingdom may obtain
reasonable laws for their security against all their present fears and jealousies, and fu-
ture dangers ; so as such laws be pursued with becoming humility and duty, and with-
out heats and passions. However, if, by this methad of proceeding, the parliament
should not arrive at those, both reasonable, and perhaps necessary, laws lhey S0 pursue,
yet will they have peace and satisfaction in their own mind, remain quiet in their
consciences, and be justified before God and man for having done their duty both to
their king and country.

On the other hand, devise what good laws you can for the nation’s security, though
you should get them past, yet if they be pursued in parliament with heat, violence, or
any unhandsome or unmanuerly way of proceeding, such procedure 1 am sure cannot
be justified either before God or man, let the pretence for so doing be ever so specious ;
and give me leave to say, that the most just and reasonable: things in the world may
justly be denied, if demanded or pursued in a method that is unjustifiable,

Nor does it become so great and venerable an assembly as the parliament of Eng-
land, when met together to advise the making laws for the preservation of the nation in
peaceand tran uillity, to be themselves froward, restless, or peevish ; wherefore I shall
comfort myself at present with the hopes of seeing our next parliament come together
with all the qualifications of wisdom becoming the greatest and freest assembly in the
universe ; and proceeding with temper, moderation, and prudence, of which there never
wWas more needP:han now ; and, if they so do, I doubt not but that they may effect
that good they liope for, seem to desire, and _ought to pursue for their country, if they
do their duty and perform the trust reposed in them. _

So may they gain glory to themselves, and be eternally stiled, The happy and heal-
ing parliament ; and the generations to come will have cause to call them blessed, for
having healed our divisions, reconciled our differences, made up our breaches, united
the king and his people, restored to us the paths of peace, and trapsmitted happiness
to us and our posterities, and to the generations that shall come after them.

VOL. VIil. - 2r
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Reflections upon the Conduct of the K:'n_g of Great Britain in the late Wars ; contained
in a Letter from a Subject of one of tie Confederated Princes, to a Friend in Hol-
land. 1682. '

This sensible little treatise points out, in few words, the evil policy by which Charles was guided
in all his exterior relations. The scandalous cause of his imiiﬁ{rence to the fate of Holland,
and the encroachment of France, is now too plainly to be traced to the pensions which he de-
rived from favouring the latter.

Sig,

SiNck, in renewing the correspondence between us, which has so long a time been
interrupted, you are fallen upon the subject of the affairs of Europe, and particularly
touching the share that the King of Great Britain has had therein for some late
years, which has given you occasion to take some freedom in making reflections upon
the conduct of that prince, I do not doubt but you now reciprocally expect my sen-
timents upon this matter, which, by consequence, I will giye you with the same liber-
ty, but also with all the impartiality that an honest man can have in judging of the
actions of others, and much more of those of great princes. You may easily imagine
I know nothing of the articles of that treaty of alliance you speak of between the said
king and Spain; and I must confess to you, that the author of the reflections upon that

. treaty scems to have found a fine matter for the exercising of his pen. But, as amongst
all the sportings of his wit, the severest remark he makes scems to me to be in the
paragraph where he blames that king for not having endeavoured to put a stop to the
course of the victories of France when it lay in lns power, and for having contributed
more than any other to the greatness of France ; it does likewise concern us allies, tor
the measures we are to take, to judge soberly. If this imputation can be justly
charged upon that prince, it is then very true that, to take the thing in general, 'tis
difficult not to lay the blame at his door for not having taken the part of the allies be-
fore the peace, and that this seems to justify our reseutments agamst him. However,
to give them so much the more ground, if they are just, let us consider what time in the
course of affairs could be assigned to him for the entering into war; and to decide that
question in general, it seems it ought to have been either when the interest of his na-
tion, or his own honour, or the necessity of the allies, began to exact it. Now, as for
the interest of his nation, and principally of his great city ot London, methinks. that
king could not have chosen a better policy than, after bemz got vut of the war where-
in he had left his neighbours engaged, to keep his people as long as he could in peace,
and in a state of enjoying alone the commerce of Kurope ; an advantage which we
know was envied them with anguish by you Hollanders, and which made yon so im-
patieat to engage England in a war as well as yourselves, even before the honour of
that king obliged him to it, orhe was pressed to it by the necessity of the allies. As
for the honour of his majesty, what could he desire more glorious than to sce himgelf
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the sole mediator, and, when he pleased, the arbitrator of the affairs of Europe, to
receive the deferences and addresses of all other princes; and, in short, to have it in
his power to re-establish a sure and honourable peace when he thought convenient,
either by his own sole authority, or by joini’nﬁ. his own forces when it should be ne-
cessary to employ them for that purpose? is case of necessity being the sole one
which could change the considerations of the honour of his majesty and the interest of
his nation, we have now to examine at what time it began, when it was pressing, and
how far we may impute to the prince we speak of the having failed in wlat all thesg
considerations together counselled him to do. We shall easily agree, that while our
forces were sufficient, not only to defend us, but even to attempt upon France, it would
not have been handsome for us to have proposed to that king to have engaged himself
contrary to the interests of his nation. Now it is manifest that during the three first
campaigns, at least, after the peace between his majgsty and Holland, we were in that
posture, which may be easily made appear by looking back upon the events of those
campaigns. Certain it is, that at and after the battle of Sencfle, in the year 1674, the
forces ot France were worsted, and continued in the weakest condition, the prince of
Conde was obliged to retire behind the Sambre, and the army of the confederates was
then in a posture of laying siege to Oudenarde ; and though the prince of Conde made
an effort to come suddenly to its relief, he would in all probability have been repulsed
if the Count de Souches, general of the imperial army, would have come up in time
according to the advice of the Prince of Orange, of which his highness made great
complaints to the emperor; and several of the principal officers of the army refused to
scrve any longer under this count, which obliged the emperor to take away his com-
mission. The armies of the allies were likewise much the stronger upon the {lhine that
same campaign ; the Elector of Brandenbourg took his winter quarters in Alsatia,
from whence Monsieur De Turenne was obliged to retire and go to Paris ; and though
by an admirable diligence and conduct he returned the same winter, and constrained
the forces of the elector td repass the Rhine, which he likewise passed himself, make
to the campaign of 1675 ; this however having been his last and fatal year. General
Montecuculi repulsed and pursued his army, diminished by above half, to the otheg
side of the said river, and laid siege to Saverne ; and though when the Prince of Conde,
who was sent to save the ruins of that army, and give reparation to the aﬂhirs”o?
France, approached him, he raised the siege, yet indeed it was only to triumph over
that prince, and to drive him before him as far as he pleased ; after which, when it
seemed he might have made some good use of his advantage, he attempted nothing
farther before their going into winter quarters. On the other side, the total rout of
the Marshal de Crequi, by the forces of the Dukes of Lunenburgh, and the recovery
thereupon of the city of Treves out of the hands of the I'rench, had reduced their affairs
into that condition, that his most christian majesty found not a more present remed
than to have recourse to his Arricreban, whiclll was likewise beaten by the Duke of
Lorrain ; the Elector of Brandenbourg having besides so gloriously freed his country
from the Swedes, and the Duke of Lunenberg, and Bishop of Munster, having strip-
ed them of all they possessed in the dutchy of Bremen, except the city of Staden ;
%cnmark likewise having taken part in the war, whereby the Swedes remained alto-
gether unable to defend themselves, and much less to assist France, the forces of the
allies began to be formidable to it, and found themselves capable, in the campaign of
1676, to attempt at the same time the two sieges of Maestricht and Philipsbourg.
But, as most of them saw themselves in a fair way of making conquests, jealousy be-
gan to rise up among them, each party fearing that his neighhour would have too good
a share therein; the disputes for tfle dividend baving delayed the taking of Staden, as
well as the succours which were to have come to the Prince of Orange of the troops
which bjocked up that place, were the causes that this prince was obliged to raise the
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siege of Maestricht, during which ‘the French had time to'take Airé from the 'Spani-
ards. Hitherto we all thought ourselves uppermost in'our effairs, which I iright easity
demonstrate by things that passed openly in the congress of Nimeguen ; where it was
clearly to be seen by all the world that the most christian king dimed at nothing tmt
securing his honour by a peace that might have given us satisfaction. - But after thé
misfortune of Maestricht, the Hollanders began to fear, with more apprehension, what
afterwards happened, namely, That the remissness and different interests of the ‘Ger
nan prinées, the weakness of Spaim, and the diligence of the ¥French, the Spanish
Low Countties would be swallowed up in spight of all the forces of the confederates
Yet; ns by the taking of Philipsbourg the power of the emperor was augmented, 'by
‘that of Staden the Princes of Lunenburg and of Munster had their hands free, that they
romised @ good and sincere correspondence ; and as there were great hopes conceived
rom the zeal and good conduct of the Duke of Lorrain, who commanded the imperial
army. the power of the allies seemed still vigorous and formidable. But as the most
christian king, by his-usual diligence, bega#t the campaign of 1677 with:the siegés
of 8t Omers and of Cambray at the same time, before any army of the aliies could or
would appear, except that of the States ; and the Prince of Orange being nettied with
the reproaches of the Spaniards, that he did but eat up their good land of Waes while he
saw two of their towns besieged, out of a generosity which filied them with -admira.
tion, he hazarded both his army and person for the relief of St-Oiners; but without
any other success than what might be expected from an army inferior in forces to that
it attacked, which was likewise powerfully succoured by that of 'the king, insomuch
‘thbat the abovementioned places, and the town of Valenciennes, were thereupon taken
by the French; and afterwards the Prince of Orange was obliged to quit the entes-
prize of Charleroy, by a laudable and necessary prudence not to hazard once again all
the forces the States had left for their defence. On the other side, it was ‘evident
‘that it was impossible for the Duke of Lorrain, and would be always so for the Impe-
rislists, to make any great invasion into France, or to execute any considerable enter-
-ptize elsewhere, while the French should content themselves with acting upon the de-
-fensive with a sufficient army. I must confess it was in that juncture our affairs began
-to stand in need of some powerful intercession of the prince whose conduct we are con-
widering, and it is from what passed since in England that we are principally to judge
of his intentions, '
.+ The parliament had been a long time making him addresses to recall his troops out
‘of the-service of France; and though his majesty, suffering at the same time six regi-
ments of his subjects in Holland, and being to keep his neutrality as mediator, did at
first only forbid by his proclamations any new troops from passing into France, he re-
called them at length ; and they returned very much diminished in number, and miis-
aised, a8 is well known. But as this was but the least remedy to our evils, and' the
tparliament had more warmly taken the alarm in the beginning of the campaign 1677,
these gentlemen were of opinion that it was-time to make some paces towards a war,
and prayed the king in their addresses to fortify himself with alliances against France,
«Herewpon, to our misfortune, which will be found theirs likewise at the end of ihe
account, jealousies hegan to break out between the king and his parliament.” His ma~
Jeaty: demanded of them a sum of 600,000l sterling, as necessary for the putting him
in a postare of speaking and acting as became him ; those gentlemen gave him credit
for only 200,0001. with general promises of assisting him after he had made his alli-
ances, - His majesly imagined that the course they took was an encroachment
hie prerogatives, and upon that prorogued from time to time their assembly until the
beginning of the year 1678. In the mean while, after the end of the aforementioned
campaign of 1677, he called his nephew, the Prince of Orange, into England, for the
pe y concerting affairs w&ﬂ:\g‘m, snd giving bim ‘in-marriage the Lady Moy,



against the will, es was believed,. of the Duke of York,.that princess's father ; which
methinks is a sufficient testimony that this king withdrew himself entirely from France,
and it has not been doubted but that the French so understood it. His majesty made
Jikewise thereupon an alliancg with. your. republic, and at the assembling, of the.
liament communicated to them these things, with promises, if they would nrmj;“?;
sufficiently to enter into a war,, that he would never be at rest until he had re-esga~
blished & peace in Christendoin, which any one prince should not be capable of dige
turbing. These gentlemen thereupon presented an address, wherein, giving him gtill
ouly general promises of assistance, they desired him to make new alliances, eugage all
his allies not to make any ﬁcace but upon the foot of the treaty of the Pyrenees, uor
to have any. commerce with France, nor to suffer the ships of any nation to enter or go
out of the ports of that kingdom. This proposition, which was very remarkable, gave
different motions to those it concerned ; mast of the allies tovk courage, secing the assu-
sance and resolution with which those gentlemen spoke ; it gave astonishment to you in
Holland, where you were not desirous to embark in a long war, and were content with &
ace of less safety ; and your profound dreamers in policy did already imagine that the
nglish might carry their arms zs far as formerly into France. DBut 1t was very dis-
pleasing to the king, as may be seen by the answer he made thereto, which was found
very rational, and wherein, after his arguments, he presses them again to hasten their
assistance of money as the time required ; but there still passed a month or more, be-
fore they compleated 'the resolution for money to raise forces. By that time the French
had made themselves masters of Ghent, and were in a condition of proceeding much
further before the succours that were preparing in England could hinder them. The
Hollanders seeing none of their allies ready, some refusing to march, their own forces
being for the greatest part in the Spanish towns, from whence they could not with-
draw them, and the rest being uncapable to defend them, were in a great consterna-
tion. The most christian king did not fail to take advantage of this juncture, and
having made them propositions of a general peace, which he caused to be printed, they
easily disposed themselves to accept them, and to persuade their allies to do the like.
They sent for that purpose to the Duke of Villa Hermosa, who opposed it a long time ;
but the parliament in England, seeing by the disposition of the Hollanders that it would
be almost impossible to prevent the peace, and not being willing to leave the king
armed, turned all their thoughts from war, and took the resolution to speak no more
of money until they had obtained their demands in affairs of religion ; that duke did
likewise then accept of the peace, seeing there was no timely succour to be expected
from England. . )
This, sir, I take to be the true draught of things, from whence we are to judge if
the King of England is the ouly cause of the greatness of France. We may certainly
say, the jealousies that aruse betwixt him and his parliaments were the true occasion
of them. 1t was,t@ be wished, both for hum and us, that either one party or other had
yielded sooner. I am not well euough acquainted with the maxims of their country
to decide positively which ought to have doune it. The king not only thought his pre-
rogatives were usurped upon, but seemed to have just apprehensions of engaging in.a
war, which it was in the power of his people to put an end to by shutting their purses.
.If they bad furnished him with the sum of 600,0001. when he demanded it, he might
either have engaged himself in a war, or been in a posture of ma.kmg peace, as’ he
‘thought convenient; but those gentlemen dreaded to put-arms into the hands of his
majesty, for fear he should make use of them to render himself absolute: however,
since they found it necessary to do it afterwards, had it uot been better they had done
it in time ? To speak the truth, methinks that great body, though composed of so
many wise heads, did not sufficiently foresee what might happen, or those gentlemen
did. secresly aim at peace while they openly declared for war; and they hoped the heat
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and resolution which thei shewed for the latter would %mduoc the former without
striking a blow, and such an one too as they desired. e must however say, that
they shewed a great deal of wisdom in not continuing inflexibly bent 1o the last to
bazard rather the ruin of Europe than to confide an army in the king. The consider-
ation they had for the publick good has likewise appeared, in that they made no diffi-
culty of paying that army, though the king kept it on foot much longer than the
ordered, for the obliging the French to restore the towns of the Spanish Netherlands
before the restitution of the Swedes. The king likewise, on his side, had manifestl
made appear the little ground there was to suspect him of a design to render himseivf
absolute; since, having that army so long at his disposal, he made not the least use of
it to that purpose: methinks then that his subjects may be in repose on that side; and
would to God for our interests, that the future parliaments may be in the same dispo-
sition as was that we speak of, of yielding rather to his majesty, than suffer France to
draw the fatal advantages from their dissention, which in all likelihood it will endea-
vour to do.
I am, &c.

The memorable Case of Denzil Onslow, Esq. tried at the Assizes in Surry, July 20, 1681,
touching his Election at Haselmere, in Surry ; wherein is much good Matter and Di-
rection touching the due ordering of Elections for Parliament.

In this remarkable case, the person elected to serve in parliament seems to have been found entit-
led to proceed in an action at law for recovery of damnfea against the sheriff, by whose false
return he was for some time kept out of his seat. Bul although this is the amount of the case
as far as here reported, yet it is certain that, upon farther procedure, this principle was found
inadwmissible; for in the great case of Ashby and White, 1708-4, an argument is founded
upon the case of Onslow, shewing that damages had not been finally awarded by the courts
of law ;:—** I must confess | take Lhe case of tﬁ: clected to be much stronger than the case of
the electors; and yet insuch cases relief at common law was always denied, us in the case of Sir
Samuel Barnardiston and Soame ; there the sheriff made a double return; and in the case of Mr
Onslow a false returm ; and the persons injured by those returns were put to very great charges,
-and kept long from their seats in the house, and yet at common law could never obtain a refief.
The judges were of opinion (as they now are in the case of the elector) that it wus a matter of
parliamentary cognizance, of which they were not competent judges. And should we pow ad-
mit this matter to be determined by the courts below, whal great confusion and inconvenience
would follow ? 1 presume nobody will pretend to excludé the jurisdiction of the House of Com-
mons in this case; and yet if they judge one way, and the courts below another, and neither
have power to supersede or reverse the determination of the other, under what uncertainty will
tho.umrl and others concerned lie? Whereas in other cases, where one court errs a superior
_court reverses; but here both a;yndicntim shall stand together, though inconsistent the one
with the other.”—State Trials, V111, 94.
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At the Assizes holden for Surry, on Wednesday the twentieth Day of July, in the Year
‘of our Lord 1681, at Kingston upon Thames, was tried before the Lord Chief Justice
of England, Sir Francis Pemberton, this Cause.

The Declaration.

DenziL Onsrow, Esq. had brought his action on his case in the court of Common’
Pleas, against William Rapley, late bailiff of the borough of Haselmere; thereby set-
ting forth, that Haselimere was an ancient borough that used to send burgesses to par-
liament. . That a writ issued to the sheriff of Surry, to cause knights and burgesses
to be chosen for the parliament to be held the 17th dav of October, anno 31 Caroli
Regis. The sheriff made a precept to the borough ot Haselmere, to chuse burgesses,
That August 31, anno 31 Caroli Secundi, the plaintiff was duly elected one of the bur-
gesses, and returned by indenture with Sir William Moore. That the defendant, in-
tending to deprive the plaintiff of the honour and benefit of his election, did by another
indenture return Sir William Moore, Bart and James Gresham, Esq. as duly elected,
whereas the said Greshain was not duly elected; whereby the plaintiff was hindered
from sitting in pariiament, and put to great charge to assert his right to his damage of
two hundred pounds. '

After not guilty pleaded, upon evidence given on both sides at the trial, the case
appeared to be thus.

The Case and Evidence.

Ar the election in this borough for the last parliament at Westminster, there were
four competitors, viz. Sir William Moore, the plammtiff, Mr Dorrington, and Mr Gre-
sham. The electors meeting and voting, the poll was demanded, granted, and taken;
the defendant took time to peruse and consider the poll until the afternoon; and ha-
ving considered of it, came again to the place of election, and declared the plaintiff
and Sir William Moore had the majority of the ancient and lawful burgesses, and pro-
claimed them two to be duly elected, and sealed an indenture thercof accordingly ;
and Mr Gresham being then present, opposed not the same, but desired that Sir Wil-
liam Moore (with regard to his title and quality) might be first named in the inden-
ture, although (as was then admitted) Mr Onslow had the majority of him ; which was
done accordingly, Mr Onslow readily and generously consenting to the doing thereofl

That about a week or fortnight after, the bailiff was prevailed with to seal and return
another indenture, whereby Sir William Moore aud Mr Gresham were returned as
elected. W hereupon Mr Onslow’s right to sit was controverted, and he suspended
from sitting ; and was put Lo his petition to the house of commons. Who, upon hear-
ing of the whole matter, and consideration had of the indirect dealing of the Eefendant
and others, declared Mr Onslow duly elected, and committed the detendant. And Mr
Onslow sat in the last parliament at Westminster for that borough, and that Mr Ons-
low had been at great charges to clear his election.

1. The defendant’s council insisted on the statute of 1 Hen. 5. cap. 1. That a person
elected must be fiee, resiant, and dwelling within the borough. To which it was an-
swered, and resolved by the court, That little or no regard was to be had to thatancient
statute, forasmuch as the common practice of the kingdom bhad been ever since to the
contrary ; and it was the way to fill the parliament house with men below the employ-
ment ; and the objection was disallowed. )

11, It was agreed unto by the parties and their council on both sides, that the right

; : 10
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of choice of burgesses for this borough to parliament lay in the burgage freéholders,
resiant and inhabiting within the borough, and none others.

Then the plaintiff’s council insisted and proved, that: there voted for him thirteen,
having good and unquestionable votes ; unto one whereof the detendant’s council ex-
cepted, for that he before the election had mortgaged his estate: which the party him-
self, present in court, denied upon oath; and the court was of opinion, it had not been
a good objection, if true, so long as the mortgager coutinued the possession, and had
the benefit of redemption in him. 5

The defendant's:council said, there voted for Mr Gresham fourteen, having . good
votes; whieh, if so, would have made a majority ; but the plaintiff’s conncil excepted
to six of the fourteen, as being no good electors, for that one of them lived nat within
the borough; which was proved by ancient reputation and perambulation, that.the
house wherein he lived was left without the bonrds. As to the other five;: the objec-
tion was, they were no real burgage-tenants ; and that if any conveyances had been
made to them of burgage-lands, they were lately made, and fraudulently contrived, to
make votes against an election ; and because the defendant’s council could not deny
but these conveyances were lately made, the court put the defendant to produce and
prove them, which was done ; and upon reading of them, it appeared two of the five
were made after the test of the parliament writ, and three of them in order to carry on
Sir Philip Floyd’s election in the borough about five years since. Two of them were
conveyances by one Vallor, who had a garden of abeut thirty rods content, .and con-
veyed to each of his two sons a piece of it containing about ten rods, of which they
made jointures to their wives, each share being worth at best two shillings per annum.
Another of the five was made by a father who had a close containing two acres, and
made a conveyance to his son of about a quarter of an acre, which always after lay un-
divided, and was constantly enjoyed by the father. Another conveyance was made
by a son-fn-law to his father-in-law, of a cart-house. The last was a conveyance to.one
Jackson of a little tenement ; but it was proved that collateral security was given to
re-convey, and that the grantor had repaired it. As to all five, there appeared several
badges of fraud, as a continued possession in the grantors, &c. and the several confes-
sions of the purpose and intent of making them for the elections.

The matter appearing so foul, the court began severely to censure such proceedings
ds evil and unlawful: Mr W. (recorder of G.) one of the defendant’s council, stood up
to justify these proceedings, and said it was part of the constitution of our government
to do so. At which the court scemed very angry, and wondered that any one, especi-
ally a man of the gown, should say so; and said, Do you think our government has no
better constitution? With which the gentleman not being satisfied, he was told by the
court, he deserved to be taken notice of for saying so, and that he peemed to have.ad-
vised the thing done. To conclude the evidence, the plaintiff's council delivered into
coust ten or twelve several .conveyances that were proved, by the party that wrote
them, to have been made by MrG.’s order, to.make so many votes at a former elegtion,
wherein Mr Gresham was concerned ; and the election being over, they weve cancel-
led and delivered up: concerning which Mr Gresham endeavoured to say somethiong
by way of excuse, but was told by the court, it was too bad to be excused ; aud it was
well an act of general pardon had passed since this was done, else he shonld hawe an-
swered it in another place. - During the whole time of the trial, the same was managed
with great patience and circumspection ; for so soon as the cause was-opened by the
plaintifi’s council, the court, perceiving the nature of it, commanded: silence, awd at-
tention in the jury : The court declaring it was of great weight, as- great as amy: that
ever came there to be tried. And the gvidence being fully givem on both-sides; the
court by way of direction teld the jury, that the plaintiff need not, asthiscase i,
prove any express malice in the defendant ; for it shall be intended when s man shall
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do sach an evil thing as this is contrary to his own knowledge, -amd-dethration mede
upon the election and aflerwards also; (for it is proved agamst him by ope.ar two
witnesses, that a little time before this trial he did confess Mr Onslow was duly elect-
ed, and that he had told Mr Gresham what would ceme of it.) Aad the court furthgr
told the jury, that this was a cause of moment, and deserved more than ordinary cou-
sideration ; and that the making votes by such means, was a very evil and unlawfyl
thing, and tended to the destruction of the government, and debauching of parliaments ;
and although some of the conveyances were made some time before his election, to
serve'a turn at.a former choice; yet that they were fraudulent, and void in their crea-
tion, and ought not to be made use of at any time against any other person ; and that
it was senseless to think such practices were part of the constitution of our govern-
ment, or to imagine that persons whom we intrust with eur lives and fortunes ought
to be made and chosen by such evil devices ; and that such practices deserye to be se-
verely punished, and directed the jury to give signal damages: whereupon the jury
withdrew, and, after a short stay, gave a verdict for the plaintiff, and fifty pounds da-
mages. :
gnd the court, in the course of the evidence, having observed one Billinghurst to
be much concerned in the proof and management of their fraudulent deeds, conceived
him to be privy to much of the practice thereabouts, and commanded bim to stay in
court until the jury had given in their verdict ; which when they had done, the court
required him to find sureties to appear in the court of King’s Bench, next Michaelmas
term, to answer to an information touching the said misdemeanour, and in the mean-
time to be of the good behaviour ; which accordingly he did do, and Sir William
-‘Moor, and Sir George Woodruff, whomn he had served in the last election at Haselmere,
were his sureties. And the court required the plaintiff, Mr Onslow, to see that an
information be preferred, which he promised to do; and the court declared it was a
very great oftence, and should be severely punished.
he court had great reason to shew an extraordinary abhorrency of such practices, for
that the mischiefis grown aimost general. To rectify and punish which abuses, the House
of Commons in every parliament are compelled to spend near half their time. And such
is the frowardness of evil-minded men, as neither to forbear the practice nor to acquiesce
under the punishment, but to cry out of too much severity therein, when it bears no
proportion to the offence ; nor indeed can, when a man shall July consider and weigh
the great and important trust left with and reposed in every parliament-man by his
choice, who is thereby intrusted with life, religion, liberty, estate, indeed all. And
every one so chosen is a counsellor, as he is a member of the commune conciltum of
the nation. And ‘although one be chosen for one particular county or borough, yet
‘whien he is-returned and sits in parliament, he serveth for the whole'realm 5 and undue
am}-contrived choices are injurious.
'K To'those that have -right to elect, according to the custom of the place; and
such 'righit to chuse being a privilege accompanted with .so great a trust, ought not
‘Byfithem be easily parted with, nor by others be injuriously invaded. : _
“FI o the persons that are duly and fairly elected ; for although it be a trust with-
outeny legal tétompence but wages, and those hg'way proportioned to the chargeor
butthen of the place, yet it is attended with confidence and honour in a due discharge
ofits ‘and althouglh a man ought not to seek it too earnestly, yet he may and ought
to accept'it courtconsty ; ffot““t%e deference of so great a trust supposes merit. )
- 1E: Fo the wholé Kingdom, who have ad interest in every member's service ; and it
s odfle; ¥hat"hié that obitains an éection or return by the worst means, will use it to the
worlt-shd’; for such devieces are commonly the attempt of designing men, and by such
tonirsediBttinto Yur counecils debauthed, impudent, ambitious, needy, covetous persons,
AL 2 T 2%
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IV. To the king, whose laws are thereby broken, and his government invaded.
How many good laws have we to regulate elections, with respect to the electors, elect.
ed, time, place, and manner of election and return! So that nothing remains unpro-
vided for by parliament, but what was thought too evil to be committed, namely, the
corrupt obtaining and ill using so great a trust; a trust without particular profit to
any save pensioners, if such there be ; a weighty trust, which neither they that con-
fer it, or those who receive it, can duly value without a true notion of an English
parliament, whose power over both statute and common law, take in the accurate and
significant words of a parliament, viz. 25. Hen. VIII. 21. “ Whereas this realm, recog-
nizing no superior under God, but the king, hath been and is free from any man’s
laws, but only to such as have been devised, made, and ordained within the realm for the
wealth thereof, or to such other as the people of this realm have taken at their free
liberty by their own consent to be used amongst them, and have bound themselves by
long use and custom to the observance of the same; not the observance of the laws
of any foreign prince, }:otentate, or prelate, but as to the accustomed and ancient laws
of this realm, originally established as laws of the same by the said sufferance, con-
sents, and custom, and none otherwise. It standeth, therefore, with natural equity
and good reason, that in all and every such laws human, made within this realm, or
induced into this realm by the said sufferance, consents, and custom, the king and
lords spiritual and temporal, and commons representing the whole estate of the realm
in the most high court of parliament, have full power and authority to dispense with
those and all other human laws of the realm ; and with every one of them as the qua-
lity of the persons and matter shall require. And also, the said laws and every of
them, to abrogate, adnul, amplify, or diminish as it shall be seen unto the king, and
the nobles and commons of the realm, present in parliament, meet and convenient for
the wealth of the realm.”

By this great act we clearly see it is beyond the wit and reason of any man to con-
tradict or deny the ancient and supreme power of the parliament, as well in matters ec-
clesiastical as civil ; a statute it is, declarative of the law of the kingdom, -and that of
as great force and use as ever any was, is, or can be made by the legislative power and
authority of this nation. The ]v,ord Coke also bears testimony to this truth; the
Eower of parliaments is so transcendant and absolute for making laws in proceeding by

ill, as it cannot be confined, cither for causes or persons, within any bounds. Take
all that shall be said hereof in the words of Sir Thomas Smyth, a man of great know-
ledge in the law, and in great place and esteem under Queen Elizabeth. “ The most
hig%\cand absolute power of the realm of England consisteth in the parliament.. A
parliament abrogateth old laws, maketh new ; giveth order for things past, and for
things hereafter to be followed ; changeth rights and possessions of private men, legi-
timateth bastards, establisheth forms of religion, altereth weights and measures, giveth
form of succession to the crown, defineth of doubtful right, whereof 1s no law ‘Eudy
made ; appointeth subsidies, tails, taxes, and impositions ; giveth most free pardons
and absolutions ; restoreth in blood and name, and representeth and hath the power
of the whole realm, both head and body.” L g

But, becanse here is by statute law no particular provision made against such
frauds and practices as appear in the foregoing case, many by sordid means have en-
deavoured to perplex elections and debauch parliaments, and think themselves not
punishable for i1t. This case, and the reason of it, will better inform them, that by the
rule of the common law an offence of this ndtare is punishable ; for will any man think
that small frauds, cheats, and practices should unde:Fo a censare in'the ordinary couris
of justice, and not such great violations of truth and honesty in matters of the grestest
moment? But I hope the proceedings against Billinghurst will convince some men
of their mistakes, others ofP't'heir faults.
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.. And, to bring men to'a sober consideration of their duty and danger, I shall give a
few instances of what the House of Commeons have done in former ages to punish and
prevent evils about elections.

1.. Anna 20 Jacobi, Doctor Harris, minister of Blechingly, in Surry, for misbehaving
himself by preaching, and otherwise, about election of members of parliament, up-
on complaint was called to the bar of the House of Commous, and there as a delin-
quent, on his knees, had judgment to confess his fault there ; and in the county,
in the pulpit of his parish church, on Sunday before the sermon.

2. Anno 21 Jacobi, Ingry, under-sheriff of Cambridgeshire, for refusing the poll,

. upon the Promise of Sir Thomas Steward to defend him therein, kneeling at the
bar, recetved his judgment to stand committed to the serjeant at arms, and to
make submission at the bar, and acknowledge his offence there ; and to make a
iart.?er submission openly at the quarter sessions, and there also to acknowledge

is fault,

3. Anno 20 Jacobi, the mayor of Arundel, for misbehaving himself in an election,
by putting the town to a great deal of charge, not giving a due and general warn-
ing, but packing a number of electors, was sent for by warrant, and after ordered
tg pay all the charge; and the house appointed certain persons to adjust the
charges. .

4. And lastly, 8 Car. 1. Sir William Wray and others, deputy-lieutenants of Corn-
wall, for assuming to themselves a power to make whom they pleased knights,
and defaming those gentlemen that then stood to be chosen; sending up and
down the country letters for the trained bands to appear at the day of the election,
and menacing the country under the title of his majesty’s pleasure : 1. Had judg-
ment given upon them to be committed to the Tower. 2. To make a recognition
of their offence at the bar of the house upon their knees; which was done. 3.
To make a recognition and submission at the assizes in Cornwall, in a form drawn
by a committee.

To conclude, this case being of great use is now made publick,

I. To evidence to the world the wrong done the plaintiff by the bailiff’s unjust re-
turn, and by whom, and by what means procured ; as also to testify his courage and
Eenerous resolution to assert his own right and the people’s just liberty of choice, with

18 utmost care and great charge.

I1I. To vindicate the justice of the House of Commons, which are frequently asper-
sed as shewing too great affection to persons in their proceedings touching elections ;
whereas, by this case, it appears how just they were in bringing Mr Onslow to sit as
a member, according to the strictest rules of common law, and in punishing the bai-
liff who so wilfully offended.

II1. To direct places, having right to elect, to manage the same duly and lawfully ;
not only to caution them against making votes by splitting burgage-tenures by such
fraudulent conveyances, where the choice is annexed to such tenure (all such convey-
ancesas arenot real, and made boza fide upon good consideration, being in this case held
to be void by the common law.) But the reason of this case will extend to other ways
of election ; for, where the choice is by the body corporate, the putting out without
just cause such as are incorporate, or the making other members of the corporation to.
serve a torn at an election, will be equally dangerous, and also ineffectual. For as those
that are so put in gain hereby no right to elect, so those that are so put out lose no pri.
vilege of vote ; and the officers and persons doing the same are, by the reason of this
case, severely punishable. . .

So likewise, in case of elections by inhabitancy, the coming to live in a place for
a small time upon some particular occasion, or coming to or taking a house for to serve
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an election, doth not give right to vote, as was (conformable to the rules of the com.
mon law, and the reason of this case) determined by the House of Commons in the
case of Windsor, touching such as came to live there in attendance on the court, al-
though they stayed there three or six months.

In like manner, where the election ought to be by those that pay lot and scot, as
they call it, whereof the poor-tax is the usual measure ; if any are put out by design
that have paid or ought to pay, or any by like design are put in that have not paid, or
cannot or ought not to pay, the one loseth, the o!.her getteth no vote: and the do-
ing of it, in order to further an election thereby, is an offence at common law, and

unishable. So also, where elections are by freedom of places; for as elections are to
free, in respect of terror and constraint, so are they to be candid without fraudu-
lent practices and designs.

The Complaint of Liberty and Property against Arbitrary Government ; dedicated to
all true Englishmen, and Lovers of Liberty, Laws, and Religion,

Printed in the Year 1681.

This is a tory tract, the object of which is, to shew that liberty and property, which were the
watch-words of the country party, were never in greater danger than when the Long Parliament,
and Cromwell its successor, held the supreme sway. And the writer does not forget to enume-
rate the particular acts of violence, or arbitrary power, which were sanctioned by Shaftesbury
while acting under the commonwealth and proteclorate. On this subject, Dryden has severely
arraigned tﬁat great but versatile statesman :—

“ A martial hero first, with early care

Blown, like a pigmy by the winds, to war;

A beardless chief, a rebel ere a man;

So young his hatred to his prince began.

Next this,—~how wildly will ambition steer !

A vermin wriggling in the usurper’s ear;
Bartering his venal wit for sums of gold,

He cast himself into the saint-like mold;
Groaned, sighed, and ?myed while godliness was gain,
The loudest ipe of the squeakiug train,
But, as ’tis hard to cheat the juggler’s eyes,

His open lewdness he could ne'er disguise.
There split the saint ; for hypocritic zeal

Allows no sins but those it can conceal :
Whoring to scandal gives 100 large a scope,
Saints must not trade, but they may interlope :
The ungodly Erinciple was all the same ;

But a gross cheat betrays his partner’s game.
Besides, their pace was formal, grave and slack ;
His nimble wit outran a heavy pack ;

Yet still he found his fortune at a stay, )
'Whole droves of blockbeads choaking up his way ;
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They took, but not rewarded his advice ;

Villain and wit exact a double price.

Power was his aim ; but thrown from that pretence,
The wretch turn’d loyal in his own defence,

And malice reconciled him to his prince.”

Upon which the editor makes the following note :—* Shaftesbury was by no means in a hurry to
submit to Cromwell's domination ; the uncontrouled authority of an individual, and of one tno
who was inaccessible to all arts of cajoling or management, and only acted upor his own opi-
nions and impulses, presented to the art and ambition of our statesman a very unpromising field
of exertion, Accordingly, he is said to have been active in opposing the dispossession of the
Long Parliament; and, being a member of that convoked by the protector in 1656, he signed
the famous protestation against the personal usurpation of Cromwell, which occasioned a very
sudden dissolution of that assembly. But, notwithstanding this occasional opposition, he sat in
all Cromwell’s parliaments, was a member of his privy council, and was so far in his favour that
he is said by his enemies to have nourished hopes of succeeding him in his power, with which
view he became his son-in-law. Hence he is called, in ¢ The Dreamn of the Cabal,'—

A little bob-tailed lord, urchin of state,
A Praise-God-Barebone peer, whom all men hate.”

THERE is no nation under heaven that enjoys a greater share of what all mankind
covet than the English ; nor is there any thing of which they are more jealous than
the liberty of their persons and the property of their estates: and with good reason,
for there is but a third, which is health to enjoy these, which renders human life as
happy as this world can afford ; and for this reason our ancestors have obtained all
those admirable laws, which stand as a continual guard about us night and day, to
protect our freedom and our estates.

There is a known fable of the dog, that coveting the shadow lost the substance ;
and once already we of this nation have been so stupid to turn the fable into truth.
We were frighted with the shadow of the government, which we were told had a black
and longer reach than did appear ; and were terrified out of our wits, reason, and re-
ligion, into a most bloody and unnatural war, and at last into that very mischief which
we took up unlawful arms to avoid.

To cry out against arbitrary government is of late become not only a virtue but a point
of religion, and has been set up as a mark and estimate of a true protestant ; but to lay
the saddle upon the right horse is accounted a crime so great, that whoever attempts
it is presently cried out upon for a papist. And the reason is evident, for they who
make all this noise about 1t are the most arbitrary principled persons in the world ; and
if I do not make it appear so, I will be content to be esteemed the most infamous lyar
under the cope of heaven : but if I speak truth, and such evident truth as is perfect
matter of fact, and too notoriously known by thousands yet living to be denied ; if I
cannot prevent the mischiefs which may follow these wild and groundless clamours
against the government, I shall however discharge my conscience to my neighbour,
and my duty to God and my king, and leave a testimony against such as pretend to
be religious, for speaking evil of diguities and despising dominions; which will one
day rise up in judgment against them, and defeat them of the plea, That they did it
ignorantly. ' : 5

I would only desire the honest reader to enquire who they were that first cried ont
against arbitra  government, or the designs of it, in the reign of King Charles. the
First ? Tt was the protestant dissenters, and principally those then called presbyterians.
Let them deny it if they can or dare ; for if they do, 1 will shew that they not only did
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it, but gloried in it ; and were reputed the most noble patriots, and so styled for.s0
doing.

Wio was it that animated the people to take up arms, for defence of liberty and pro-
perty, against the king? The very same, _

“;’ho maintained, continued, and finished the war and the tragedy of the king's mur-
der? The same men, though now they had gotten new frocks and vizards on, and call-
ed themselves independents or congregational church-men ; a name that comprehended
all sects and opinions. I love truth, and will speak it ; many of the presbyterians de-
serted them, and declared boldly against their proceedings : but still the others went
on, and called themselves the godly party, and the saints; and all the thanks the
poor presbyters got for assisting them to get into power, was to be trampled upon
themselves, and reviled as antichristian and apostates,

Who were they that baunished his present majesty, sought that life which could not
have been preserved but by a miracle ? Who composed and commanded Oliver’s stand-
ing army ? Who commanded all the garrisons, forts, castles, and ships? Who ruled ac-
cording to will, without and against law ? Even the very same men, the godly party
of congregational protestant dissenters.

Who are they that cry out now against the government, and talk of the great dan-
ger of arbitrary power? Search the city, examine the country, ransack the coffee-
houses, frequent the clubs : if you hear any person inveigh against the government,
or discourse of the fear of arbitrary designs, you may pawn your life on’t you will find
him in a conventicle upon a Sunday, if he pretends to any religion ; or reading Hobs'’s
Divinity, and atheistical principles, at home.

It is an old saying, He that accuses another ought to be clear himself: For shame,
let the oonﬁregational-men leave clamouring about persecution and arbitrary govern-
ment, of which they are so horribly guilty, and for which they have so great an ac-
count to make to (God Almighty : For though the law may have forgiven them, yet
without repentance, which brings no other testimony than the repetition of the same
offences, for which they ought to be penitent.

And if this be a demonstration that they are the same congregational-men, and onl
want power, I will shew you their picture drawn by their own hand, and if they loo
black and ugly, persecuting and arbitrary with a superlative tincture, ’tis their own
handy-work, not one stroke of mine, more than hanging the picture in its proper light,
which will discover its native colours.

At the Council at Whitehall, Wednesday, December, 21, 1653,

~ Present, -
Mr Lawrence, Lord President, 'Col. Jones, :
Sir Anthony Ashley-Cooper, Major-General Lambert,
Mr Strickland, Major-General Skippon,
Lord Viscount Lisle, Col. 8ydenham. ;
Sir Charles Woolseley,

‘That it be referred to Sir Anthony Ashley-Cooper and Col. Jones, to draw up, and
present to the council, a bill for restraining and punishing of sedition and treason, and
to advise therein with the council lt_':a.nmdg of the commonwealth. . . - . ...

Observe this treason was to.aid or assist his present majesty, (then in exile) to re-
cover his crowns; observe here is a bill without a parliament,. .gu_t. you shall presoutly

. see a bill passed into a formal law without cither consent of lords or commpons ; And
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was not this excellent freedom of parliament, liberty of the subject, and a fence against
arbitrary government ?

Saturday December 81, 1653.
Present,
His Highness the Lord Protector,

M:r Lawrence, Lord President, Col. Mountague, &c.
Sir Anthony Ashley-Cooper,

Sir Anthony Ashley-Cooper reports an ordinance for continuing the power to com-
missioners for compounding, &c. for advance of money, and indemnity, which was this
day read the first and second time, &c.

The Ordinance was agreed.

Resolved, That this ordinance be presented to his highness the lord protector, as the
advice of the council.

The lord president did accordingly present the same to his highness, and being read,
the said ordinance was by his highness, with the advice and consent of the council, pass-
ed for a law, and was ordered to be printed and published.

Observe here, After all the blood and treasure spent, and the solemn oaths taken to
defend the liberties and privileges of the parliament, against arbitrary power, how it
is drawn into a compendium of council of state! and the free-born English governed
at the will of his highness and officers! But this is not all, we want only a standing army
and absolute dominion over liberty and estate to make up the complete picture of ar-
bitrary government, and here it follows :

Ta}esday, December 4, 1655.
Present,

His Highness the Lord Protector,

Lord President Lawrence, Mr Strickland,
Lord Deputy of Ireland, Col. Jones,
Sir Charllzzs Woolscley, Lord Lambert.

Col. Sydenham,

Ordered by his highness the lord protector and the council, That it be, and hereby
15, referred to the committee for the army to send into the several counties of this na-
tion, printed copies of the order and declaration of his highness, with the advice of his
council, for an assessment of sixty thousand pounds, by the month, for the next six
months, commencing from the 25th of December instant, for and towards the main-
‘taining: the army of this commonwealth, and to commend the same speedily to the care
of SIIC% persons in each county as they shall think fit, to distribute the same to the
commissioners thereby appointed, or some of them, to the intent the matters therein
contained' may be put in efféctual execution.
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December 1, 1655.

Instructions of His Highness and Council to certain Commissioners for securing the Peace
of the Commonwealth.

I.

If it appear, that any person hath actually engaged in any design, against the per-
son of his highness the lord protector, or in any insurrection in England or Wales, since
November 16, 1653, that all such persons shall be secured, by imprisonment, or ba-
nishment, and have their estates sequestered for the payment of the forces newly raised,
and other public charges of the nation, allowance for wives and children, not exceed-
ing the third part. s

That all persons whatsoever, that shall appear by words or actions to adhere to the
interest of the late king, or of Charles Steuart his son, and to be dangerous enemies to
the peace of the commonwealth, to be secured by imprisonment, or sent beyond the
seas.

HIL

That an extraordinary tax be levied upon the estates of every person whose estate
hath been sequestered for delinquency in England and Wales, or who hath been in ac-
tual arms for the king against the parliament, every one that hath an estate of 100l
per annum, and so proportionably for all greater estates: And whosoever hath a real
and personal estate to the value of 1500l. or more, the real estate of every such person
shall be assessed at 10l. or at the rate of 1001, per annum, to be paid half yearly; the
said payment to be made December 21, next ensuing : And the payment to be made
to such persons as the commissioners shall appoint ; and if any will refuse to make
payment, then the real estates of such persons shall be sequestered by the commis-
sioners for the use of the commonwealth, which sequestration shall continue until such
persons shall have paid in their tax, and given sufficient security for the payment of
all such sums of money as his real estate shall be assessed and taxed at as aforesaid ;
and the same rule to be observed for all personal estates of those that stand in con-
tempt. Nevertheless, if any of the persons, whose estates are so charged as aforesaid,
shall be desirous to free their whole estates from the tax, and if such persons do set
over by sufficient assurances in law, convey und assure to the protector, and his suc-
cessors, for the use of the commonwealth, land free from incumbrances of the yearly
value imposed on them, they shall then be free,

IV.

That all the said party who are persons of no estates, and live loosely without la-
bour, be apprehended, and sent to foreign parts.

V.
That if any persons should be sent out of the commonwealth, and shall veturs with-
out license, that their estates shall be sequestered to the public use. s

VI =
That any three of the commissioners shall be impowered to administer osths, send
for persons, papers, and records, as also to imprison any person Fot cofitempt 'of thei
order; for which the commissioners shall be _ulved harmless and indemnifiec
- 0
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Instructions for Commissioners of each County,

I‘

You are to find out all persons comprized under the first head, and to cause them
to be forthwith secured within your county, and you are also by good ways and means
to discover and find out what estates, real or personal, such persons, or any other in-
trusted for them, or to their use and benefit, have had at, or on the first day of Septem-
ber, 1653, and to secure and sequester the same for the use of the commonwealth ; .and
to certify their names, together with the account of your proceedings, to his highness.

IL
You are to use your utmost endeavours, to find out the persons comprized tinder the
second head, and to secure them. :
III.

You are forthwith to inform yourselves of the names and places of abode of all such

sons as are comprized under the third head, and their estates, and who are intrust-
eg for them; and as soon as you know their estates, to proceed accordingly, and tax
the same. :

Observe here, dear countrymen, imprisonment, fine, and banishment commanded,
and gﬂmct-ioed with the highest arbitrary power, and to maintain a standing army.

Observe, it was by clamouring against arbitrary government, that deluded the peo-
ple to rebel, and assist them with power, which when they had got, you sce how the
congregational people used it.

Observe, who are they that now make the out-cry against arbitrary government,
Andrew Marvel, Oliver's Latin secretary, leads the van, in a libel, which wore that name,
and I need not tell you who they are that prosecute the out-cry."

If after all this you cannot by comparing their past actions with their present, see
the snare they are laying for your liberty and property, you are not so wise as the fowls
of the air, or the beasts of the field; for Solomon tells you, “ In vain is the snare laid
in the sight of any bird.”. I bave done my duty, I have told you the truth, I have fore-
warned you of the danger. If you suffer yourselves to be imposed upon, you can blame
only. your own folly and credulity.

I have but one thing to add, and that is, if you think, and find I have told you a
plain truth, and Eginted to you where the real danger of arbitrary government lodges,
that you would be as valiant for the truth, as some ill people are against it; that you
would, upon all occasions, shew yourselves good subjects, by vindicating his majesty
and the government from the scandalous imputations, with which virulent and sediti-
ous tongues blaspheme the footsteps of God's anointed ; that you would inform the
ignorant, confront the impudent, satisty the doubtful and staggering, and unite the
loyal, which will be no mere than your own duty, interest, safety, liberty, and pro-
perty calls for at your hands ; and for the congregational declaimers against arbitrary
government,. let them remember Adonibezek’s toes and thumbs, and the gracious act
of oblivion, and know that in heaven's high courtof judicature, forbearance is no part
of payment. - Let.them vepent of their former arbitrary and tyrannical usurpation, or
else fﬁm,md justly too, they will pull down swift destruction upon themselves, while

they are preparing s pit for others.
- heib ok sl arvelld celebrated ¢ Account of the Growth of Popery snd Arbitrary Govern-
wetje Bigfiiod, 1677, Matvelt wasassistant to Milton when Latin secretary to Cromwell. _

vor win. 2
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A Letter to a Noble Peer of the Realm, about his late Speech and Petition to his
Majesty.

Charles II. offcnded by the zeal of the city of London, regarding the exclusion bill and other
political meusures, resolved, that the parliament, which he convoked for the 21st March, 168t,
should be summoned to meet at Oxford, as being the head quarters of monarchical and high-
church principles. This precaution did not fail to alarm the opposite party. “ They were ‘de-
sirous that the parliament should sit at Westminster, where they were sure of the assistance of
the Londoners in case of need. And who knows whether some did not propose to use, for pass-
ing the exclusion bill in the House of Lords, the same means formerly used to extort from the
peers their consent to the bill of attainder against the Eurl of Strafford? Be this as it will, they
resolved to use their utinost endeavours to have the place altered, and the parliament removed
to Westminster. For this purpose the Earl of Essex, attended by fifteen lords, delivered a pe-
tition to the king, introducing it by the following speech”—Ravrin’s History, I1. 720.

May it please your Majesty,

“ The lords here present, together with diverse other peers of the realm, taking notice, that by
your late proclamation your majesty hath declared an intention of calling a parliement nt Ox-
ford, and observing from histories and records, how unfortunate many such assemblies have been,
when called at a place remote from the capital city; as particularly the congress in Henry the
Second’s time at Clarendon ; three several parliaments at Oxford, in Henry the Third’s time;
and at Coventry in Henry the Sixth's tigge, with diverse others, which have proved very fatal
to those kings, and have been followed with great mischief Lo the whole kingdom. And,wcon-
sidering the present posture of affairs, the many jealousies and discontents which are ainong the
people, we have great cause to apprehend, that the consequences of the sitting of a parliatment
now at Oxford, may be us fatal to your majesty and the nation, as those others mrentioned have
been to the then reigning kings; and therefore we do conceive that we cannot answer it to God,
to your majesly, or to the people, if we, being peers of the realm, should not, on so important
an occasion, humbly offer our advice to your majesty ; that, if possible, your majesty may be
prevailed with to alter this (as we apprehend) unseasonable resolution. ’Fhe grounds and rea-
sons of dur opinion are contained in this our petition, which we humbly present to your ma
Jesty. ' .

To the King's most excellent Magesty,
The humble Petition and Advice of the Lords undernamed, Peers of the Realn ¥

Humbly sheweth, : ; _
That whereas your maiieaty hath been pleased, by diverse speeches and messages to your houses
of parliament, rightly to present to them the dangers thal threaten your majesty’s pérson; and
the whole kingdom, from the mischievous and wicked plots of the papists, and the sadden
growth of a foreign power ; unto which no stop or remedy could be provided, ualess:it were by
parliament, and an unmion of your majesty’s protestant subjects, in one wmind.and one intenest :
And the lord chancellor, in pursuance of your majesty’s comiuands, having more at large demon-
strated the said dangers to be as great as we, i the midst of our feats, conld imagine-them,
and sq preming, that our liberties, religion, lives, and the whole kingdom, would cestaindy.be

lost, if a speedy provision was not made against them ¢ ad
And your majesty, on the 21st of April, 1679, having called unto your council many honsursble
and worthy persons, and declared to them, and to the whole kingdom, that, being sensible of
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the evil effects of a single ministry, or private advice, or foreign commitlee, for the general di-
rection of your affairs, your majesty would for the future refer all things unto that council, and
by the constant advice of them, together with the frequent use of your great council the parlia-
liament, your majesty was hereafter resolved to govern the kingdom, we began to hope w=
should see an .end of our miseries. i

But, to our unspeakable grief and sorrow, we soon found our expectations frustrated ; the parlia-
ment then subsisting was prorogued and dissolved, before it could perfect what was intended
‘for our relief and security : and though another was thereupon called, yet by many prorogations
it was put off till the 21st of October past; and notwithstanding your majesty was then again
pleased to acknowledge, that neither your person, nor your kingdom, could be safe till the mat-
ter of the plot was gone through, it was une tedly prdrogne% on the 10th of this month, be-
fore any sufficient order could be taken therein ; all their just and pious endeavours to save the
nation were overthrown, the good bills they had been industriously preparing to unite your ma-
Jjesty's protestant _sulfyects brought to nought ; the discovery of the Irish plots stifled ; the wit-
nesses that came in requenlly more fully to declare that both of England and Ireland discou-
raged ; those foreign kingdoms and states, who, by a happy conjunction with us, might give a
check to the French powers, disheartned even to such a despair of their own security against
the growing greatness of that monarch, as, we fear, may induce them to take new resolutions,
and perhaps such.as may be fatal to us : the strength and courage of our enemies, both at home
and abroad, increased, and ourselves left in the utmost danger of seeing our country brought
into utter desolation. .

In these extremities we had nothing under God to comfort us, but the hopes that your majesty
(being touched with the groans of your perishing people) would have sufferéd your parliament
1o meet at the day unto which it was jn'orogued, and that no further interruption should have
been given to their proceedings, in order to their saving of the nation : but that failed us too :
for then we heard that your majesty had been prevailed with to dissolve it, and to call another to
meet at Oxford, where neither lords nor commons can be in safety, but will be daily exposed to
the swords of the papists, and their adherents, of whom too maay are creptinto your majesty’s
guards; the liberty of speaking according to their consciences will thereby be destroyed, and
the validity of all their acts and proceedings (consisting in il) left disputable : the straitness of
the place no way admits of such concourse of persons as now follows every parliament : the
witnesses which are necessary to %ive evidence against the popish lords, such judges or others,
whom the commons have impeached, or had resolved to impeach, can neither bear the charge
of going thither, nor trust themselves under the protection of a parliament, that is itself evidently
under the power of guards and soldiers.

The premises considered, we, your ma_Les:‘)lr’s petitioners, out of a just abhorrence of such a dan-
gerous and pernicious council, (whic e authors have not dared to avow) and the direful ap-
Erehensiuns of the calamities and miseries that may ensue thereupon, do make it our.most

umble prayér and advice, that the parliament may not sit at a place where it will not be able
to acot with that freedom which is necessary ; and especially to give unto their acts and proceed-
ings that aathority which theﬂ ought to have amongst the people, and have ever had, unless
impaired by some awe upon them (of which there wants not precedents;) and that your msjesty
would be graciously pleased to order it to sit at Westminster (it being the usual place) and where

they may consult with safety and freedom.
And your petitioners, &c.

Monmouth, Shaftsbury,
Kent, Mordaunt,
l'luntington, Ewers,
Bedford, . Paget,
Salisbury, Grey,
Clare, Herbert,
Stamford, Howard,
Eavex, Delemere.”

To this petition or lettel} as to the prewious address, the king turned a deaf ear. And somg, tory
partizan hay here stated argnments for his persisting in bis ggsolution to convoke the patliament
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My Lord,

TroucH the great esteem I have always had as well for your lordship’s parts and
prudence, as your father's loyalty, .inclines me to make.a favourable construction of
your words and actions, yet the latespeech and petition published under your mame,
are of so strange a nature, and so ill an aspect in.our present circumstances, that I can-
not but acquaint you with my thoughts upon that unseasonsble subject; where (did
I not see my sovereign sa nearly concerned) that many do construe this to be, not so
much petitioning, as threatening his sacred majesty, 1 would have passed it over, and
buried my resentments in oblivion.

I am sorry, my lord, you begin with so weak an observation from histories and re-
cords, as that many parliaments have been unfortunate when calied at places:remote
from the capital city. Did you ever observe, how unfortunate many parliaments have
heen when called in this capital city ; or how many have been fortunate when else-
where convened ? Do not all writers of the late rebellion observe it as a great oversight
in his late majesty not to have called his Long Parliament to York, or some other
place remote from the city of London, where so many factious cabals were held, and
so many pernicious consequences hammered, together with therabble’s tumultuous run-
ning to Westminster-hall, and the common council’s petitioning, or rather advising
the king (mechanics turning politicians, and leaving their shops and trade, to sit at
the helm of government) that all wise men conclude, thence came the plague of war
and desolation upou the whole kingdom ?

But your observation is not so weak as your precedents are emphatical and myste-
rious : you instance three unha.pp'y kings; and, without the least ground inm history,
you seem to suppose the places of calling their parliaments the cause of their miscar-
riage ; 1 am sure you know the contrary i1s manifest by our most authentic monuments
and records : to popular fears and jealousies, fomented by ambitious and discontented
grandees, these, as well as other princes in general, owed almost all their troubles, as
now we do, in a great proportion.

To these Henry II. (by you mentioned) owed the unnatural broils and distractions
of his kingdom ; when they, together with Lewis King of France, incited the son to
rebel against the father; in which they were thus far more excusable than others, that
the son was no bastard, but the undoubted heir of the crown, and a titular king. Thesc
were,; in a great measure, the chief causes of all the mischiefs and miseries of Henry
the Third’s reign ; when, under the colour of redressing the people’s grievances, they
brought upon the nation the greatest grievance of all, an intestine civil war for many
years together : and though they loudly pretended to fight for the liberty of the subject,
yet themselves were no better than so many tyrants, as ancient and modern authors
testify.—Baxgr, p. 86.

And for Henry VI, his fate was the consequence of his grandfather’s usurpation ;
for de male fuﬂitis viz gaudet tertius heres. :

The people at last, weary of their change, began to open their If]y“’ and think it bet-
ter to submit to their lawtul pripce than to a violent usurper. Nevertheless, this re-
volution could not be effected without a great deal of difficuity ; and had not a gap been
og_ened by the ambition of wicked statesmen, who, to bave the sole management of
affairs to themselves, contrived the death of the king’s brother and only support, . the
good Duke of Gloster ; as now some conspire againat his royal highness, the better to
cnable themsclves to dispose of the king as they please

Thus for your speech ; but your petition runs a little farther. -

In the first place, you aggravate: the dangers of popery, of which ali true protestants
are sufficiently apprehensive ; yet, withal, my lord, we are too sensible paprmts-are 1o
our only enemies : we have whole swarms of republicans and others, influenced, dnd
often misled by those that hate the name, but (as to themselves) love the practice-of
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arbitrary power ; that pretend to stand for the church of England, but really advance
presbytery : 'in fine, that would fain persuade ws they love the king, though, by their
actions, sity man of sense may perceive how little they care for his government.

You are troubled, it seems, that the next parliament is to meet at Oxford, ** Where,”
you say, ““ neither lords nor commons can be in safety, but will be daily exposed to the
swords of the papists and their adherents ; of whom too many have crept into his ma-
jesty’s guards.” - Do you know, my lord, any such papists now in the guards ? If you
do, it 18 all our duty to our king and- country to have them secured ; if not, it is a
groundless surmise, and a frivolous pretence unfit to be mentioned by persons of ho-
nour. Certain it is, we have more reason to believe our noble petitioners inclining to
dissention than his majesty’s guards inclined to popery ; for the latter do openly pro-
test against all papists; the former do zealously solicit for the fanatics ; endeavouring
to unite them to the church of England, not by their coming to us, but ours to them :
we losing our ground, and they still keeping their own. Besides, we know the latter
have often taken the tests and oaths against the innovations of popery; but I could
never find that the former took any against the novelties of schism,

If his majesty thinks himseif secure at Oxford, and doubts not to commit his sacred
person to his guards, what reason have you to apprehend any danger? Sure, it is his
majesty’s death, not yours, the papists have hitherto designed : How then can you be
so apprehensive while he is secure ?

As for the king's evidence, I doubt not but they will cheerfully endure a little in-
convenience to make an end of this execrable plot. It is an advantage most of them
have, to endure the greatest hardship ; which now, I am confident, they will not de-
cline, to consummate the great work they have so well begun.

My lord, I wish as heartily as any one in England the frequent meetings of parlia-
ment, and the good correspondence of king and people ; I am, perhaps, as much con-
cerned as another to have the liberty of the subject preserved inviolable : yet, when I
see those that should be preservers of this liberty first invade it, and endeavour to
monopolise arbitrary power to themselves, I think self-preservation allows me to oppose
them. It is a true saying, Corruptio optimi pessima ; and experience tells us, that
parliaments may err as well as kings.

I will conclude with a short reflection on some transactions preceding the Long Par-
liament, in the late king's reign; where it is observable, that his majesty, finding his
parliaments still retrograde, and bent rather to foment than compose the differences of
the kingdom, in September 40, he summoned the great council of his peers to consult
about the weighty affairs of the nation : * But this,” saith a late historian, * was not
very well liked by those who favoured the Scots ; whose chief design aimed at the call-
ing of a parliament, which they feared the mecting of the peers might prevent. Where-
fore the Earls of Bedford, Hertford, Essex, Warwick, Mulgrave, Bollingbroke, and
Bristol ; the Lords Say, Brook, Paget, Mandevile, and the Lord Edward Howard,
presented a petition to the king, representing many great distempers and dangers
threatening the church and state, and his royal person : as sundry innovations in mat-
ters of religion ; increase of popery, by employing papists in places of trust ; the great
mischief that might ensue if the forces raised in Iretand should be brought into %ng-
land, &c. For remedy whereof, they pray, that a parliament might be summoned, to
redress these grievances, and punish the authors ; and likewise to compose the war
with Scotland without blood, and unite both kingdoms against the common enemy of
the reformed religion.” . ;- _ :

Awrd-this was seconded by another petition of the common-council of London, to
the saine effect.—See Baxer, p. 470.

These, my lord, were as fair pretences, and as plausible inducements to have a par-
liament then called as any can offer at present ; and yet the world knows what perni-
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cious designs were then hatching against the king and goverument, by those very pei-
sons that promoted that petition; and happy were his majesty had le rejected their
importunity. ¢ To every thing there is a season,” saith the wise man; and without
doubt there is a season for petilioning. It is certainly our.duty, with all humility, to
beg of our sovereign what we think necessary or convenient for the public good ; yet
to press him to it when he declares against it for good reason, (as we ought to sup-
pose) is a very great presumption, not to be endured in a subject. If the laws have
settled in the king the absolute power of calling, ndjouminE, proroguing, and dissolv-
ing his parliament when and where he pleases, shall we be wiser than the laws, and
limit our prince’s will ? ; _ _ i

Besides, when disconlented statesmen are found the promolers of such petitions, it
is natural to suspect that they do it for some sinister design ; timeo Danaos et dona fe-
rentes. If the great politician Achitophel hanged himself through discontent, becaunse
his council was not followed, we cannotin prudence but think others will leave no stone
unremoved to satisfy their passion. There are some weathercocks in the world who had
a band in all the revolutions of their time, modo harum, modo illarum partium, but were
never faithful to auy : if your lordship be so far overseen as to join with these, they
will undoubtedly leave you in the lurch, when it is too late to repent. Therefore, in
time, consider the wise man’s advice, ‘“ My son, fear thou the Lord and the king, and
meddle not with them that are given to change ; for their calamity shall rise suddenly,
and who knoweth the ruin of them both ?” Prov. xxiv. 21.

I am your lordship’s real well-wisher,
And humble servant,
L S

A Speech m’f!:out Doors, made by @ Plebeian to Lis Noble Fricnds.

“ According to the date annexed to this:peech, it was mude in the year 1681 ; but ifit wasthen
for the first time published, it was out of all quéstion made at some other crisis. For how could
it be eaid, that his majesty’s expence was (unusually’) vast, at the meeting of the Oxford parlia-
ment? Or that any enemy threatened to thunder against the kingdom? Or that the kingdom had
ahen been often alarmed. with such pretences? And, above all, that hiberty of speech, in paslis-

_ment, was either fallen into disuse, or become in the least dangerous to him who used it nost !
But then, whatever crisis it was calculated for, the topics are 8o constitutional, that they will
be ever worth the attention of Englishmen as long as the English constitution has s being."—
First Edition of Somers’ Tracts. -

bl

Parr1aAMENTs have been wont to ‘take v:lg some space, at their first meetings, to
settle the house, and to determine of unlawful elections ; anid in this point they never
had greater cause to be circumspect than at this time : for, by an abuse latély’ crept
in, there-is introduced & custom, which, if it be not séen‘and prevented, will be a gl'
derogation of the honour, and a weakening of the power of your house ; fot whereas (¢
law giveth a freedom to corporations toelect burgesses, and forbiddeth anyindirect dourse

te be taken in thelr elections, many of the corporations are'so Tiase-migﬂtd"iiid"t

4




Civil Traves. 287

ous, that they will not hazard the indignation of alord.lieutenant’s letter; who un-
derhand sticks not to threaten them, if he hath mot the election of the burgesses, and
not they themselves. - :

And'commonly those that the lords recommend are such as desire it for protection ;
and are so ignorant of the place they serve for, as that, there being occasion to speak
of the corporation for which they are chosen, they have asked their neighbours sitting
by, whether it were a sea or a land town ?

‘The next thing that is required is liberty of speech; without which parliaments
have little force or power. Speech begets doubts; and resolves them ; and doubts in
speeches beget understanding. He that doubts much asketh often, and learns much;
and he that fears the worst soonest prevents all mischief.

This privilege of speech was anciently granted to be the privilege of the parliament,
by the testimony of Philip Comines, a stranger ; who prefers our parliaments, and the
freedom of the subject in them, above all other assemblies ; but this freedom has been
much broken and diminished, if not negligently lost, since the days of Comines,

I freedom of speech should be:prohibited, when men with modesty make repeti-
tion of the grievances and enormities of the kingdom ; when men shall desire reform-
ation of the wrongs and injuries committed, and have no relation of evil thoughts
to his majesty, but with open heart and zeal express their dntiful and reverend re-
spect to him and his service ; I say, if this kind of liberty of speech be not allowed in
time of parliaments, they will extend no farther than quarter sessions ; and their meet-
ings and assemblies will be unnecessary, for all means of disorder new crept in, and all
remedies and redresses will be quite taken away. ;

As it is no manners to contest with the king, in his clection of his counsellors and
servants ; (for kings obey no men, but their Jaws ;) so were it a great negligence, and
partly treason, for a subject not to be free in speech against the abuses, wrongs, and
offences that may be occasioned by persons in authority. What remedy can be ex-
pected from a prince to a subject, if the enormities in his kingdom be concealed from
him ? Or what king so religious, and just in his own nature, that may not hazard the
loss of the hearts of his subjects without this liberty of speech in parliament? For great
is the misfortune of most princes, and great is the unhappiness of subjects, when kings’
affections are so settled, and their loves so far transported to promote servants, as they
only trust and credit what they shall inform.

In this case, what subject. dares complain? Or what subject dares contradict the
words or actions of such a servant, if it be not warranted by treedom of a parliament ;
they speaking with humility ? ¥or nothing obtameth favour with a king so much as
a humble remenstrance.

The surest and safest way, betwixt the king and his people, which hath least scan-
dal:of partiality, is with indifference, integrity, and sincerity, to examine the grie-
vances of the kingdom, without touching the person of any man, farther than the cause
giveth the occasion : for otherwise you shall contest with him that hath the princes
ears open to hearken to his enchanting tongue ; he informs secretly, when you shall
not be admitted to make excuses; he will cast your descrved malice against him, to
your contempt against the king ; and so will make the prince the shield of his revenge.

These are the sinister practices of such servants to decceive their sovereigns ; but
when our grievances shall be authentically proved, and made manifest to the world by
your paias to exm-ine,.and freedom to speak, no prince can be so affectionate to a
servans, ‘or-such uh enemy to himself, as net to admit of this indifferent proceeding.
If his services be allowable:and good, they will appear with glory ; if bad, your labous
shall deserve-thanks both of prince and country.

When justice shall thus shine, people will be animated to serve their king with ie.
tegrity ; for they are maturally inclined to imitate princes in good or bad.
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‘The words of Cicero will then appear, that ¢ Malicious and-eyil men make. ptinces
poor ; and one perfect good man ia able to make.arealm rich.”

There is no remedy left for mis-reports, but a freedom of speech in- parliament ;
for there is no wise man thal speaks, butknows what and when to speak, and how
to hold his peace. Whilst subjects tongues are tyed, for fear they may reach hiw a
1ap whose conscience cries guilty, the king and his people are kept:from understand-
ing one another ; the enemy is heartened abroad, and the malignant humour of dis-
contentment nourished at home ; and all for one, who 1s like a dragon, that hites the ear
of the clephant because he knows the elephant cannot reach him with his trunk ; and
princes are abused by false reports whispered in their ears by sycophants and flatterers.

Diogenes being asked; what beast bit sorest ? Answered; Of wild beasts, the back-
biter; of tame, the flatterer. .

Now to descend to grievances, which are of two kinds ; 4ome concerning the king-
dom in general, some in particular, which have relation to the general.

Grievances in general are so many in number as will serve for every -member of the
house to present two a-piece to your views: and I will presume so far to rank myself
with you, as to tender the number of two unto your consideration.

My first complaint is of titles of honour ; and in two Kinds.

First, in respect of the parties themselves, their estates and parentage.

Secondly, in respect of their manner of their attaining thereunto, which is merce-
nary, base, and corrupt, which in reason should not hold ; for, by law, the considera-
tion is unlawful. : :

Trajan commended Plutarch for his precept in school, when he taught, that men
should labour to deserve hononr, but avoid the getting of it basely. For if it werc
reputation to have it by desert, it were infamy to buy it for money. In that age,
wﬁere rich men were honoured, good men were despised. :

Honour is not to be valued according to the vulgar opinien of men, but prized and
esteemed as the sir-name of virtue, ingendered in the mind ; and such honour no king
can give, or money can purchase. - He that will strive to be more honourable than
others, must abandon passion, pride, and nrrogancir ; 80 that his virtue may shine above
others. For honour consists not in the title of a lord, but in the opinion people have
of their virtue ; for it is much more honour to deserve and not to have, than to have
and not deserve it. .

There is one of three things that commonly causeth man’s advancement, desert, fa-
vour, and power. :

The first makes a man worthy of it, the other two are but abuses; for favourisbuta
blind fortune, an ounce of which, at court, is better than a pound of wisdom. For-
tune mever favoureth, but flattereth ; she never promiseth, but in the:end she de-
ceiveth ; she never raiseth, but she casteth: down again: aod this advancement is
meeter to be called luck than merit. - - .

That honour that is compassed by power takes unto itself liberty, and desires not
to be governed by wisdom, but force. It kmows not what it desireth, mor hath a
feeling of any injury: it is neither moved with sweet words nor pitiful teats ; such
men leave not to do evil, because they have a desire to it, but when their power fail-
eth to do it. :

The true honour among the hooourable, is; where fortuns casta. down. where ‘there
is no fauit; but it is infamy where fortune.raiseth where there is:no merit.

Exsmine the state and condition of menaaised to honour these twanty yeass past,
and whether it be desert, favour,.or.power that hath preferred: 3 s

Enter into the mischief the kingdan hath .nuﬁ'ered,‘fand dn&dnﬁrﬂh&lﬁ.#*ﬂiﬂ
eause of his majesty’s great. wants will scon.appear, if yon mecoliect: with youssdlyves
how many hungry courtiers have been ratsed to.the hﬂm of honous, ;-
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After this examine their princely expence in‘thesc twenty years, their estates in pre.-
sent, and what is requisite to maintain them in their future degrees of honour to them-
selves and their posterity, and you shall find his majesty’s annual revenues consumed
and spent ‘upon those unworthy persons. Besides the impairing and impoverishing the
state, it brings with it the contempt of greatness and authority, it breeds an inward
malice in gentlemen better deserving of their country, and better able to maintain the
degree of honour without charge to king or kingdom, and whose houses and alliances
mav better challenge it than the best of them. '

The character of a covetous man is, that he getteth his goods with care, and envy
of his neighbours; with sorrow to his enemies, with travail to his body, with grief
to his spinit, with scruple to his conscience, with danger to his soul, with suit to his
children, and curse to his heirs. His desire is to live poor, and to die rich; but as these
vices are made virtues, even so is he honoured for them with titles of nobility.

When Philip the Second, King of Spain, entered with arms upon his kingdom of
Portugal, and though with his sword he might have made fighting laws, yet were there
some privileges which the Portugalsbesought they might enjoy, one whereof was, 'That
the king would make no unworthy person noble, or without their approbation, which
was granted them : and to this day they hold their freedom, which ﬁeeps that king-
dom 1n the ancient state, honour, and dignity ; that is to say, two dukes, one may-
quis, and eighteen earls. And thus much for the point of honour.  ~

The second grievance I will recommend to your view is, the carriage of our wars :
the excessive charges vainly spent therein, the unworthiness of the people employed,
the grave and experienced neglected, the designs not warranted by reason and direction,
and the executions worse performed ; with many other circumstances that depend
upon it. 3

P? must crave leave to declare the property and condition of impostors, and decei-
vers of princes.

Abusers of princes are they that persuade them to war, to become poor when they
may live in peace, and become rich; when they may be loved, cause them to be
hated ; when they may enjoy their lives surely, put them in hazard of cross fortune
rashly ; and, lastly, having necessity to use their subjects, put them into that neces-
sit,yhas they refuse to do for him. All this is the pride of the persuader, as Socrates
saith.

The first lessening of the greatness of the Roman empire, was by the insolence of
soldiers; and the first raising of the Ottoman house was by permission and con-
niving at his army, . -

England, with small charge, can raise what men his majesty pleaseth to command,
and that suddenly, and discharge them again without trouble or charge as quickly ;
England wants not good and able men, if his majesty had occasion to use them. The
wise men of England would have thought two or three hundred thousand pounds bet-
ter spared than thus wastefully consumed, and disorders committed ; we may com-
pute-it to that sum, and yet keep ourselves within compass, And notwithstanding,
the want of money, and the way to exact it.on the subject, is all the song now suug.
He that sees and complains of the evil managing of things is either imprisoned, ban isﬁ-
ed the court, or censured for a disconient.

There is no Englishman but knoweth the heart of every other true Englishman,
and with one.consent - we all obey our prince; to his person we owe all due reverence ;.
and- we may teuly say, no king 1s more happy in subjects for their love, nor no sub-
Jects readier to serve their king with their purses and persons; nor never people were
better blest with @ king. ... .

Falwe;informers, and misguiders of good kings, are much more perilous than if prin-

VOL. VIIl. S0
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ces themselves were evil ; for commonly, as worms breed soonest in soft and sweet
wood, so are the best natures, inclined to honourand justice, soonest abused by false
flatterers.

The evil they commit under the authority of good princes 18 accounted as done by
the prince himself ; but, commonly, such people in the end pay for it ; for he that de-
sires not to do good cannot be wise, but will fall into a thousand follies.

One of the first propositions made to the house, will be for money to support his
majesty’s vast expence, at this time, that the enemy threatens thunder against the kinfg-
dom. Your often alarms, upon such pretences, may make you now too secure; for
true it is, that, in the last parliament, books were published of invincible preparations
intended against us, and nothing came of it. But beware that you do not be decei-
ved by an old saying, That when one usually tells lyes, he is not trusted when he speaks
truth ; for certainly the danger is more, [ Here some words are wanting to compleat the
sense] than by the power and {grcatness of another enemy.

In this case you must give for your own sakes, that so you may be sure to enjoy
what is yours ; for your sovereign’s sake, to maintain his greatness and state ; and for
your country’s sake, to keep it E‘r::m oppression of the enemy ; but withal, you ought
to lay down the condition of the kingdom, and to shew that your necessity cannot run
parallel with your hearts and your desires ; that your minds will be carried with a wil-
lingness to give, but your hands will keep back your hearts for want of ability to give.

Themistocles, demanding tribute of the Athenians, told them he brought two gods
with him, that is to say, Persuasion and Violence. They answered, that they had two
gods in their country as great and powerful, which were Poverty and Impossibility,
which hindered them from giving.

We may truly say, that God hath so placed and seated this isle of England, that
nothing but evil counsel can hurt it. But true it is, advice that is not warranted from
wise men may prove more forcible and perilous than the power of an enemy.

The scripture telleth us, that “ The thought perisheth that taketh not counsel.”

A king of the Lacedemonians asked how a kingdom might ever stand, and was
answered two ways: If a king take counsel of wise honest men, and they speak free-
ly, and do justice uprightly.

There was never censor that judged, senator that ordered, emperor that command-
ed, counsel that executed, orator that persuaded, nor any other mortal man, but some-
times he committed errors, and deserved either blame or punishment for his misdoings ;
and, if he were wise, desired advice what to do. -

St Gregory saith, *“ No man can give so faithful counsel as he who loves a prince
more than his gifts.,” Then who are ‘or can be so true counsellors to our noble
king as the house of commons, that hath no relation to a king’s gift, but only to. his
honour, flourishing estate, and safety ?

This is the time to amend evil councils past, and to let evil counsellors see their
errors. :

This is the time for all men to put to their helps, some with their hands to fight,
others with their advice to counsel. And for my advice it is this:

That you present to his majesty, in all humbleness, your willing mind and hearts,
to repair and fit to sea his majesty’s navy ; yourselves to have power to make them able
and serviceable, with the advice of expettenced men that you may call unto you. This
is a matter of great importance at this presetit ‘for the safety of the king, ‘realm, sud
subject ; for the strength of the kingdom much depends upen this bulwérk, which we
may well term the ‘Walls of and. . oo ti%e LA AL

His majesty will find himself much eased by it, businesses shall be caried - without
his trouble or-care, money shall not be sought for to thet end, byt provided by you ;
his majesty may dispose of the rest of his revenue at his pleasure. S
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By your frugality and husbandry, his majesty shall have occasion to judge of things

past, of yours in present, and hereafter it will serve for a precedent to walk after; it
will stop the mouths of malignant tongues, that inform his majesty of the unwilling-
ness of the subject to give ; and it will make it apparent that their true grief is not
in the matter of giving, but to see the evil employing of it when it is given.
- If any man shall pervert this good meaning and motion of yours, and inform his
majesty, It is a derogation from his honour to yield to his subjects upon conditions,
his majesty shall have good cause to prove such men’s eyes malicious aud unthanktul,
and therehy to disprove them in all their other actions : for what cau it lessen the re-
putation of a prince, whom the subject only and wholly obeyeth, that a parliament,
which his majesty doth acknowledge to be his highest council, should advise him, and
he follow the advice of such at council? What dishonour rather were it to be advised
and ruled by one counsellor alone, against whoin there is just exception taken of the
whole commonwealth ? '

Marcus Portio saith, that ¢ That commonwealth is everlasting, where the prince
secks to get obedience and love, and the subjects to gain the affection of the prince;
and that kingdom is unhappy, where their priunce is served out of ends and hope of re-
ward, and hath no other assurance of them but their own service.”

A4 Letter from ¢ Person of Quality in Scotland to a Person of Honouy in London, con-
cerning his Royal Highness James, Duke of York.

“ By whom this letter was writ, or to whom it was addressed, is equally unknown ; but by some cir-

* eumstances in it, namely, the confession, that the former was once an excluder, and the artful
suggestion, that he intended to have writ at the beginning of the parliament at Oxford, and be-
fore they might meddle with the bill of seclusion, it is to be suspected that, whoever he was,
he was induced to change his opinion, because the times were changed. As the * sudden dis-
solution, on the eighth day of their sitting, when the exclusion bill had been just brought in,
was a thunderclap to the malecontents ; 8o the king’s declaration against all their late proceed-
ings seemed to denote a storm at hand, and with the very first blast the lightest leaves were
sure to fly off. It was, besides, become the fashion for all the creatures of the court to make
appeals to the people, on behalf of the king and his brother, against the violence of their own
representatives ; and Bishop Burnet acknowledges, that the spirit of the excluders was now so
spent, that the answer * they set forth to the king's declaration, though the joint labours of Al-
gernoon Sydney, Sir William Jones, and Mr Sowmers, had no great effect.”

‘Thus far the original editor of this collection, to whose observations it may be added, that doubt-
less many circumstances drew the Scots to the faction and favour of the duke. They saw the halls

* What Bishop Burnet says, ° That the king came to the house not very decently,-in a sedan, the crown
being carried between hie: feet,” is flatly contradicted by a writer of the opposite party, who aflirms, * That
the regalis. was carried-by. the king's servants and guards to the room where his majesty robed himself before
he went % the Hogee of Lords,”—See a tract called Cassandra, 4to, 1704. And Mr North, treating of the
same incident, uses these words : “* The king came to the House of Lords, as he was wont, in 8 chair, and ano-
ther chair followed, with the curtains drawn ; but instead of a lord, as was thought to be in it, there was only

" the king's robes,” Thus they went and sat down in a withdrawing-room.” ) '
.5 Which is 4o be found both in Baldwin's Collectios, and also in the Proceedings of Parliament.
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of their ancient palace agairﬁmced with the appearance of royalty, and occupied by a descendant
of their long line of kings, The formal, grave, and stately deportment of James, was more suitable
to the manners of a proud, reserved, and somewhat pedantic people, than the lighter manuers of
Charles. The proud, as well as the ingenuous, know and feel the value of favours conferred by
those who resemble them. York applied bimself particularly to secure the personal attachment
of the Highland chiefs, and to staunch the feuds by which the clans were divided, He, no doabt,
reckoned upon the assistance of these ready warriors, in case the sword had been drawn in Eng-
land ; but he little foresaw that the last hopes of his family were to depend on the generous
attachment of the descendants of the chieftains whom he then cultivated, aud that his race were
to involve in their fall the ruin of the patriarchal and feudal power of these faithful adherents.
But if the conduct of James in these particulars was laudable, on the other hand, by introdu-
cing an inconsistent and absurd test into the law, by making it the ineans of ruining a loyal and
innocent nobleman, the Earl of Argyle, b)' satiating his own eyes by the tortures inflicted on
the covenanters,—he gave tokens of that ill-judged and bigotted severity which was the cause
of his being precipitated from the throne.

SIr, -

Tue acquaintance that T contracted with you, when I was last in England with
Duke Hamilton, and the several discourses that, with so much freedom, we had to-
zether concerning the state of affairs then in agitation, makes me thus familiarly re-
new that friendship which grew then between us; whereby you will see how much I
am altered from myself since that time. You cannot have forgot, I am sure, in what
opposition I then stood against the Duke of York’s succeeding to the crown ; and that
so firmly, that all you could say, -though backed with strong arguments and reasons,
could not any ways shake me ; and therefore you may now justly wonder how it should
come about, that I should now write to you in his 'Lehalf. I intended this letter at
the beginning of the parliament at Oxford, and thought it might arrive to you time
enough before they might meddle with the bill of seclusion, it they should endeavour
it at all, knowing the aversion of his majesty from putting by his brother from his
hereditary right. And though, to our wonder, the parliament was dissolved before
we could thiok it was well begun, and before 1 could write what 1 intended, yet,
since the duke has many enemies in England, I bave, in letting you see my thoughts
as to his right of succession, shewed you that his virtues have begotten here, even in
this cold and bigotted country, some friends.

But before ] enter upon my reasons, that any man who shall endeavour to put by
the Duke of York from his hereditary right, violates the laws of the land, scandalizes
his religion, and does unjustice to his prince, I shall acquaint you how I came to be
thus interested for the duke, who was so much once against him. And, first, I declare
to you, lest you should suspect that it might be the change of my religion that should
have made this change in my politic opinion, that I am still, ancf' ever shall be, of the
same religion I was born and bred in, that is, a protestant ; and that I have as much aver-
sion for the religion of the duke as I bave a love and affection for bis person. Butthe
greatest motive that begot in me a veneration for the duke, and so consequently for
his just interest, is the personal knowledge of his very many excellencies and virtues,
which has raised in me, not only an ordinary esteem, but has made me justly think
him to be in himself no ordinary man, but one worthy of the greatest crown in Europe.
Before I knew him but at 3 distance ; and though 1 had often seen him, and been:in
his presence, yet I had received his character at second hand, and found him sofhetimes
represented, one thing, and sometimes another, according to the several opinions and
interests of persons ; ‘so as my knowledge of this great man was very much disguised,
and in the dark, till his residing hére among us gave me, and ‘many ethers; a-clear

prospect both of his person, gctiohs, aud.virtues. I shall not go about to characterise
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him to you, who so well know bim, and who so often, from those many shining. and
excellent virtues in.him, has raised up arguments to bring me from the opinion I had
entertained against him., But you see that he himself, by his actions and converse, in
a litll:edtime, has been able to do more than all the words and arguments in the world
could do.

Having thus shewed you upon what account I am become the duke's friend, you.
cannot now think it strange, that, as an effect of that reverence and esteem I have re-
ceived from so worthy a person, I should write to you in his behalf: and though the
parliament be dissolved, and that we fear not from thence the prejudice many did ex-
pect, yet I shall tell you, in few words, my mind; that I think it both unreasonable
and unjust for any subject of England to attempt his seclusion from the crown, And
I must bere further protest unto you, that, altgough I had never so great esteem for
the duke, yet were it not just, lawful, or right for him to succeed in the throne of Eng-
land, I should never open my mouth, nor use any arguments in his behalf; but the
right, justice, and equity, that I believe him to have on his side, make me trouble you
with these: AndI must also beg your pardon, that I presume to tell you my opinion,
and to lay down my weak reasons for the justice of the duke's cause, since I'know you
are already furnished with such, that may, in law and equity, be a sufficient bulwark
to defend his right against all the opposition can be made from rational men ; therefore,
honoured sir, 1 shail be obliged to use the less arguments to you upon that subject ;
nor will the scantling of a letter give leave for long harangues, or for oratorious plead-
ings of the case.

In the first place, I suppose there are none, even among his violent opposers, that
any ways question the duke’s right of succession; so that his indubitable right to suc-
ceed his brother (whom God long preserve) if he hath no legitimate children, is not the
question: But whether it be commodious or profitable to the nation, or the pevple of
England, that he should succeed, because a Roman Catholic, is the thing stood upon.
We shall not here at all question the right and power that the king and his parliament
may have to dispose of the succession, and to cut off the duke from all hopes of suc-
ceeding to the crown; we will grant it that it is in their power so to do; but all that
I have to urge to you is, that, in so doing, they would be very unjust, or at least give
very hard measure to the duke, only because he has changed his religion, and by which
means they Lave entertained an opinion that he will bring in popery, and alter the
religion of England: But I think it is a maxim in the christian religion, that we ought
not to commit an evil that good might come thereon ; and therefore, if putting the
duke by his just and indubitable right be committing an evil against justice, law, and
right, it ought not to be dove in any expectancy of the good that shall follow there-
upon; and how they can salve such an act, which is decried by all princes, and by
many wise and great persous, from injustice and wrong, I cannot tell. The jealousies
and fears of the people ought not to stir up those in authority to do injustly : And it
is feared likewise, that the bringing in of popery, as a consequence of his succeeding
to the crown, is buzzed about into the peorlc‘s ears, in order to increase their fears and
jealousies, by some persons, who may perhaps have other designs in their heads, not
only of breaking the legal line of succession, but thgt als:_) of z}ll- kingly successors: so
that, whilst, by this means, the people seck to maintain their religion, they will be forced
to lose their government, and be reduced again to the many arbitrary-headed monster,
whose paws will be far more heavy than the royal scepter in the hand of the duke:
and.thi8 I doubt will be all that will be got by secluding the duke. This one thing is
enough to make the king fearful of yielding to such an act, and to cause him by all
means to endeavour the secaring to his people the ancient government of the kingdom,
as well as religion and property ; since there are_also fears and jealousies on the one

hand-as well as the other.
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1 see my letter grows long, and therefore beg your excuse, that I huddie up what
more I have to say, which might be enlarged upon.
1 say further, that the great and heroic love, as well as just and pious, that his ma-
jesty has for his brother,! should be some argument to his people, not to urge things
so violently against the duke, and so opposite to the affection of his majesty ; he ha-
ving declared, That there is nothing that a parliament can demand, to secure them in
their religion, and to quiet their fears and jealousies, he will not willingly grant them,
excepting this one thing, of utterly secluding his brother from his right, which is against
his conscience. I say, that methinks in this matter, the people should be as tender of
the conscience of their king as he is of the desires of his people; and that a medium
may be found out, that may satisfy both the one and the other, without laying this
ax of seclusion to the root of the tree. And, to add to the weight in the duke’s seale,
and to oppose those who would have him to be the cause of the troubles of the nation,
(though nothing yet has been plainly proved, that his enemies can lay to his charge)
1 say, the people ought not to forget the many heroic and valiant actions be has done
for his country, how boldly and willingly he has ventured his blood and life in the
Dutch wars, exposing himself to all mauner of dangers for the sake of his country, for
which, like the noble Themistocles, he is in danger of running the same fate, of being
banished by those people to whom he had brought the crown of victory. But however
justly the Athenians thought they might do it, his banishment, to this day, stands as
a brand of their ingratitude and ill-nature in the records of history ; as, no doubt, will
-this seclusion of the duke, after his valiant actions, be recorded to the dishonour and
ingratitude of your nation.

e should now examine how far the religion of the prince is consistent with the
essence of government; and whether there be that danger to the protestant religion,
from a popish successor, as his adversaries pretend ; and many arguments mi%ht hence
.arise, which might give an eclaircissment to the matter in question: But I doubt I
have trespassed already too long upon your patience, and therefore shall not trouble
you farther at this time concerning them ; believing you suffictently furnished of your-
self with a true speculative knowledge of those cases, and that you are able there-hence
to raise many arguments in so just a cause. But, before I bid you farewell, I must also
take notice, that in pressing the king to perform an act of violence to himself, they
mightily distrust Providence; for, after all, the duke being so little under the age of
the king, he may first die, and by that most natural way secure them from their many
fears and jealgusies of dangers, that may accrue to them by his succession, if Providence
thinks good ;" but if not, and that he should survive, I question whether an aet of par-
liament would be able to keep him from endeavouring to obtain his right. 1t is there-
fore the best way to waita while and, to submit to Providence, who knows best how to
dispose of all things, and not to be too anxious and fearful of such things as may never
come to pass, and not to run into unjust actions in order to prevent them. Pardon

* This love was disputed by Burnet, whose words, with Bevil Higgons’s reply, run as foliows :=—* For though
‘the king never loved or esteemed the duke, yet he seemed to stand in some kind of awe of bim. This very thing
he has asserted more than once; but how he wiil reconcile this notion to the.uctions of that prince, we cannot
imagine. As fo outward appearance, the friendship of the two brothers wus very remarkable ; whencver the
sedition and violence of the times tore them frum one another, they always parted with the most tender senti-

* ments of brotherly love, and 4 friendship that was highly edifying to all men of honour and virtae. ‘The kingal-
ways employed him in places of the greatest trust, il the jealousy-of the duke’s religion rendered bics waqua-
lified for any employment. ‘When the biil of exclusion had set the nation on fire, this weak, this indolent pe
-absorpt in pleasures, according to our suthor’s churacter, shewed a firmness and rexolution in defence ol] & per-
son whom he neither loved nor esteemed that must make his conduct in this light very unaccountable ; when, by
sacrificing Lo bis interest the man whom he fesred, he might at once have got rid of thos apprehensions snd
the t::mga tha& thrium';: bim at lh-'uﬁm fm; ‘f: people. Besiles the tenderness with which, when dy-
ing, he bequeathed him 'his crown, might fofute this false and ridiculous amertion of the Buthor,Yes w's
Memarks, . 1797,8v0..p, 129. - ' : - R
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me, I beseech you, the trouble I have given you, since I was urged to it by the affec-
tion I have to a person, that I believe most in the world are mistaken in, because ig-
norant of his worth. I am, Sir,

Your most humble and faithful servant,

Some modest Reflections upon the Commitment of the Earl of Shaftesbury, arising from
the late Indictment against Mr Stephen Colledge.

“Itisnow Br r to recollect what is said in the letter from Paris to both houses of parliament, con-
cerning Darius’s not being afraid to throw the accusers of Daniel into the same den which Da.
niel had been delivered from. For, whether it was by w? of menace, or from assurances recei-
ved, that the accusers of the then suffering papists should suffer also in their turh, the saying was
now remarkably fulfilled. The very witnesses which had been imported from Ireland to con-
firm the popish plot, all at once made a short turn, and swore high-treason against their import-
ers: and, that they might open their evidence with so much the more credit, Plunket, the titu-
lar primate of Ireland, was executed at Tyburn for high-treason, at the very crisis that Rouse,
Colledge, and the Earl of Shaftesbury were committed. For the two former were committed
June ¢9; Plunket was executed July 1; and his lordship was committed July ¢, 1681.”

It is long since we were assured by those to whom we owe entire credit, that, had
the papists succeeded in their design of murdering the king, 1678, the dissenters, and
such others as they proposed to register and inroll in that number, were to have been
charged with the guilt of that devilish and traiterous assassination : But it pleased -
God, through a timely discovery of their hellish conspiracy, no* only happily to pre-
serve his majesty’s life, but to deliver many thousand innocent persons from the capi-
tal dangers into which the Romish party had contrived to have brought them, by a
false and scandalous accusation. And therefore, finding the nation notronly awaked
to preserve itself by all due and loyal ways, but justly provoked to bring upon them
the punishments which they had deserved by that hellish plot against the person of
the king, the established government, our religion, and the lives of all true protestants,
they have been endeavouring since, by ail the arts and industry they could, partly to
corrupt the witnesses that had discovered their villanies, and deposed against them,
and partly to oblige them, and such other profligate persons as they could hire and
suborn, to swear a sham-plot, wherein his majesty’s best and most loyal protestant sub-
jects should be reported to be engaged. And though they have been detected in above
twenty several instances of this kind, and thereupon disappointed as to the ends which
they proposed unto themselves, yet, having no other game which they can play with.
any probability of success, they have pursued this design with the more indefatigable-
ness, and having employed all their policy to mould it into some credible form, they
have been at great and vast expence to bribe needy and debauched fellows, to support
and confirm it by horrid and unprecedented perjuries. For they suppose that, could
they-but get one protestant to be found guilty upon such an indictment as they have
been prewding and framing matter for, they should then be able to involve a great
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many under the suspicion of the same guilt. And, consequently, should the king come
to be assassinated by some popish hand, they would labour to reader protestants ob.
noxious to the scandal of having perpetrated so abominable a crime. lHowever, by
suggesting to his majesty, that his protestant subjects are embarked in a conspiracy
against his persen. they do promise themselves to bring the king either to trust and
rely upon them for his safety, or to grant an act of universal ablivion for $he quieting
‘the minds of bis people, and the peace of his government.  Or the least that they do
hope from this pretended plot is, that the same persons being produced as witnesses
in this case, that had appeared to give evidence concerning the popish plot in England
and Ireland, they shall come to be disbelieved in reference to the one, through their
not obtaining credit in relation to the other.  But, as I shall at present decline the
consideration of those reasons, why these very witnesses ought to be believed in what-
soever they have sworn against the papists, though no faith or credit is to be given
unto what they depose against protestants, so 1 conceive the papal party may happen
1o exclude themsel‘z’es from having any share in an act of indemnity, by being the au-
thors and promoters of this sham conspiracy, whereby they would ruin so-many of the
chief upholders of the established government and the reformed religion. Nor can
there be a greater evidence, that the popish plot is as effectually carried on as ever,
than this late attempt to render his majesty jealous of his most loyal subjects, and to
cause them to be distrustful of him, and thereby render him and them naked of all de-
fence against the manifold preparations they have made both at home and abroad, fo
the destroying of his person, and the subversion of the government.

It is beyond all contradiction plain out of whose forge this engine to endanger our
‘peace, and destroy many innocent protestants, came ; sccing 1t appears, by the testi-
mony of good and substantial witnesses, that the priests in Flanders had not only no-
tice of, but divulged it to such as they conversed with abroad, before there was any
suspect or apprehension of it here. For there are several now in town who were not
only told beyond sea, about the 27th and 28th of June, that my Lord of Shaftesbury
and diverse others would be secured before the said persons could arrive in England,
but the priests who were the authors of this openly declared unto them, that they
expected such success in their projections and undertakings from it as to be able
to say mass in our churches at London before Christmas next. Nor was it only in
Flanders, where the fathers, and those they had intrusted this secret unto, were ac-
‘quainted with it; but we understand the same by some lately come through France,
who also heard, from the like hands, that the Earl of Shaftesbury, and many other pro-
testant lords, were to be committed before the most inquisitive and sagacious here could
entertain a thought that there was any such thing intended.

But it is easier for men actuated by rage and malice to frame and contrive a design
whereby to ruin others, than to make it coherent in the parts of it, or give it that face
and colour which may render it probable. And as no man that knows the Earl of
Shaftesbury will think that ever he could enter into such a conspiracy as he is charged
with, much less can they believe that persons of so mean fortunes and shallow under-
standings, as hitherto are accused for it, should not only be acquainted with, but have
the principal promoting of it committed unto them. For though Mr Whitaker and
Mr Colledge may be men very well qualified for their respective employments, of great
zeal for the protestant interest and the legal rights of the people, and of good reputa-
tion for their integrity, yet they are not persons of those abilities, estates, or power in
their country, as to be preferred before others, much above them in uaderstandiag, as
well as in all other respects, to be consulted and advised with, about the regulation or
change of the government. : : N

But if we apply ourselves to consider the nature and qua ity of this plot, a8 Weare
Jet into it, and have it a little unveiled by the indictment preferred against My Stephen
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CoMfedgé ot Triday last, we shall %o near to find this protestant conspiracy, that some
havé thade such a foise about, to be the most ridiculous and romantic invention that
ever men, 'pretending to wit or sense, suffered to be imposed upon their belief. For
by Coltedge’s being introduced by one of the witnesses reviling the Duke of Monmouth,
in‘tefms as gross and opprobrious as false, all that know the man are sufficiently in-
structed what little truth there is in all the rest whereof he is accused.® For next to
his majesty, there is none in the world that he hath that known esteem for, and in
whose service, in consistency with his loyalty to his prince, he would so soon sacrifice
himself and all that he hath, as the Duke of Monmouth. And so far do all men judge
him from using such ignominious expressions as he is accused of| concerning that great

ersonage, that the ve_ﬁ!y think, had any of the witnesses used that language of his
grace in Colledge’s hearing, he would have taught him better manners, though with
the hazard of his life. * But the papists are so accustomed to asperse and slander this
duke in the most ignominious terms, that they cannot forbear the fathering base and
reproachful calumnies of ‘him upon such who would not forgive themselves the crime
of having a low or diminishing thought concerning bim. But the design of making
this accused person speak thus vilifying of his grace, is too obvious not to be discern-
ed, and so silly that every apprentice-youth laughs at it. The popish party, finding
that the duke is sincerely and unchangeably fixed for the protestant rcl!gion: and that
thereupon he hath a great and deserved room in the hearts of all true Englishmen,
they would fain endeavour to persuade him, that the people do despise and scorn him,
thinking that, if any thing could, this would make him less zealous for the protestant
doctrine and worship. But they will find themselves deceived; for as nothing can
abate his love to the established religion, so the extraordinary respect which the peo-

le do universally bear him upon this account is neither to be lessened towards nor alie-
nated from him. But when we advance a step further, and find this pretended plot
to be no less than a national conspiracy to destroy a prince, whom they so unanimous-
1y restored to the throne of his ancestors a few years ago, we shall find cause to dis-
believe every word concerning it, and to pity the folly and simplicity of those that
have endeavoured to abuse his majesty, and his ministers, with so ill-contrived a sham.
For, according to the evidence which Smith and others gave in court, it is no less than
a plot, wherein not only city an_d country, but the very parliament, are all embarked
and engaged. But as the naming and interesting the parliament in a conspiracy, is
enough to satisfy any reasonable man that there is none at all, so it enlightens us, upon
what motive and indugement all this is invented and contrived. For the papists, know-
ing the villanies which they are guilty of, and being sensible of the dangers they are
liable unto, from the justice of a parliament, whensoever one meets and continues to
sit, they have therefore no other course to steer, but to render parliaments suspected
to his majesty, that he may call no more. Accordingly, after they had hired a company
of rascally scribblers to defame parliaments, especially the House of Commons, they now
assume tﬁe impudence openly to arraign them of a treasonable design of deposing the
king and altering the government. Bat the fellows whom they had suborned to this

urpose, though they had the villany to become instruments in so black an underta-

ing, yet they bad not the wit to conceal it till it was ripe to be ven ted and improved.
For, besides, that one had’the boldness, in a late pamphlet,” to advise the king to reign

* Upon Colledge's trial, ‘Haymes swore, that, being questioned concerning the Duke of Monmouth, he replied
v Ales ﬂ?ﬂkonﬂql of hin‘hldmib;‘le our actions, but de you think the wise people of Enghmd' would ever
e o pon record King of Eaghimd ! No | though we praise bis actions, yet we cannot endure him,

s Loyal Party to the King’s most sacred Majesty : humbly shewing how the next
House) be} Hl‘s:'b}’ jts disaffected members, which the author explaius after this man-
s ‘! e o P the b3 ‘adl those concerned in the late rebellion, and even their children,

- s in masquerade ; thorefore one and all may be legally expelled. But, lest this kind of law should no:

YOL. YIIL ar
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arbitrarily, Smith,' that famous witness, is known to have given out some time ago,
that he would spoil our parliaments. But the suffering mercenary persons to speak
and write of parliaments with that impunity they have done of late, is enough to de-
tect and betray the whole project and design to every rational man. . And.can any one
think, that, if there were such a conspiracy, wherein so many persons of quality, power,
and estates were engaged, his majesty’s guards would be able 10 prevent their execu-
ting whatsoever they intended ? Or can any man imagiae, that it 1s for the king's safe-
ty and interest, to have the generality of his people breught to believe that he enter-
tains such an opinion of them, as that they are united in a conspiracy against his per-
son and government? Were not the king safe throuﬁh the room that he enjoys in the
hearts of his people, and did not they apprehend themselves protected by their own
innocency ? What Smith said (concerning the parliament), in the face of so great an
assembly as was at the Old-Bailey on Friday last, and with so much impudence, that it
plainly appeared to be spoken upon design, were enough to blow up the peace of the
nation, and to throw us into blood in four and twenty hours.

But the place where this plot of seizing the king was to have been executed does
farther assure us, that all this is mere fiction and romance, and that there was no such
thing ever thought of. For as 1t was impossible that any number of men, propor-
tionable to such an undertaking, should go to Oxford, without being seen and obser.
ved, so it is very well known, that the town was much emptier than could bhave been
expected, considering that, together wath the whole court, the great council of the
kingdom was there assembled : and, instead of the members being accompanied with
a train svitable to such a design, they denied themselves the having those menial ser-
vants with which they are usually aitended elsewhere. 'Tis true that some gemtlemen
were honoured with the company of their fricnds some part of the way thither; but
it is as true, that the peysons who paid them that respect returned quietly to their ha-
bitations, after they had discharged that piece of civility which they owed their repre-
sentatives : And whereas it was sworn, that they rode armed and with led horses, and
that this was in order to apprehend the king, 1 shall take the liberty to say, that the
person who made such an inference deservetf a reprimand in the open court. Shall the
witness Smith ride out of fown accompanied with two servants, martially accoutred
with fusees and pistols, as he did on Sunday last ? And shall not lords, knights, and
the best gentlemen in the kingdom be allowed to travel with a sumpter-horse, and a
man or two with carhines, but there must be a conspiracy to destroy the government:®
But though some men have both lest their discretion, and made shipwreck of their ho-
nesty, in obtruding so false and nonsensical a story upon the nation, yet there are those
whose wit and ‘imderstanding have not so forsaken them, but that they can see through
all this, and whose integrity will guide and oblige them to judge impartially. For is
it to be apprehended that they could entertain a purpose of seizing the king at Oxford,
who were so afraid of venturing themselves thither, and so importunate with his ma-
jesty, that the parliament might have sat at Westminster ?

be allowed, he advises his majesty, by way of sugcedaneum, to make his own will a law, and tu tuke off the head
of that man, who should dere to open his lips to contradict it. Such was the piece here referred to: And being
such, it is perhaps as reasonable to conclude, that it was set forth by the malgcontents themselves, in order to
bring an additions! scaudal on the courtiers, uy that the intemperate ‘geal of uny among the latter showld impel
them, in so savage & manner, to gratify their passions at the expence of their cause,~0Orig, Note, - i

s John Smith, one of the principal evidences ugainst Colledge, His.ovidence went 10, Frﬂp_,.d{:_q.; Callpdge had
gone down Yo Oxford in arms, expecting un apen ropture between the king and bis parliaenf, whep he would
be ready 1o assist in seizing upon the king’s person, in case of his uutempting to arrest auy of jﬁ.ﬁ' popdlar
members. " i ' -y RIS )

* Notwithstanding this triumpbant assertion, it is certain that the country party, or opposition Messbers, &5
peared at Oxford 1n such a martial array as. might either imply their own apprebensions of violence, ur some i
tention to commit it themselves, The London members, in particular, were attended by a considerable hody ol
srmed horsemen, weasing in their hats & ribband, with the words, No Popery, no Slavery. e nocy
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Ala¥ instead bf"'—harbm;ﬁni’any thoughts of attempting upon the king, or others,
they weré apprehensive that the papists had some design to be executed there against
them. g

‘Was it ever known that when a conspiracy was so universally laid, as this is said to
have been, and wherein so many were concerned, as are reported to have been engaged
in this, that men would lose the only opportunity of executing what they had intend-
ed, knowing withal the punishments to which they were liable, should they be disco-
vered, and how impossibie it would be to conceal a business of so high and dangerous
a nature, with which somany were made acquainted? And can there be any thing more
incredible, than'that there sﬁould have been such a plot against his majesty at Oxford,
and yet ‘that there should never appear the least symptom or umbrage of it, neither
during the sitting of parliament, nor at, or after, their disselution ? Yea, was not his
majesty so surrounced with armed forces, besides his having the whole militia and posse
of the shire in hands that he could trust, the noblemen and gentiemen who are fan-
cied to have been i this comspiracy bearing no proportion unto them, that the very
thought of such a thing as-is imposed upon them would have argued them lunatic and
distracted ? But what villains were these witnesses, if they knew of such a-design, that
they did not acquaint his majesty with it, before he exposed his person to so imminent
a hazard? Or how comes it, if the king and his ministers knew 1¢t, thatit had Iain dor-
mant so long since’? For, besides the great danger to which they must be believed to
have suffered his person and the government to have been all this while exposed, if
they were informed of such a plot so long ago; ‘this one thing had been a more justi-
frable reason of"the speedy dismissing that parliament, than all that are in the declara-
tion which was published upon that occasion. It is true, Mr David Fitz-Gerald spake
of such a design the night after the parliament was dissolved, with this further addi-
tion, that the city of London was in arms, and that his majesty would have been ap-
prehended, had-he not escaped in that haste which he did. -But as the falsity -of one
part of'this scandalous suggestion shews of what metal and stamp all the rest is, so no
man had more reason to'rejoice in the parliament’s being dissolved, than this footman,
metamorphosed of late into a gentleman of quality and estate: For, had the house sat
on that Monday to hear the cause which was depending before them against him, he
had been made-appear to be the most infamous person alfive, and more worthy of being
sent ¢o some place provided for receiving the worst of men, than to be allowed to fre-
quent 'the palaces of public ministers, and the houses of administrators of justice.

But if we enquire 1nto the quality of the witnesses, and consider not only the pro-
babilities, but ale demoustrative evidences of their having been tampered with, we
shall be yet more clearly convinced that there neither is, nor ever was any such plot
as the Earl of Shaftesbury stands committed for. And, to wave the consuleration of
several crimes, with which all of them are chargeable, and for which some of them
have been indicted and arraigned, I shall insist upon some other topics, which it may
be more convenient at present to discourse of. It -is therefore, in the first place, no
small inducement to think that they have been suborned, that it can be proved upon
all of them, and that by many persons, and those of as good reputation as any in and
about the city, that they have often declared, even since the Oxford parliament, that
they never knew of any presbyterian plot, nor of any conspiracy wherein so much as
one.protestant was engaged. And, secondly, it contributes something to raise in us
the same pcﬂunsibn,.tﬁthey delivered their testimony as if it had been cousigned to
them to get by heart, and not as a deposition relating to words which they had heard
in occasional discourse, some time since, and which they were to call over with that
fear and -modesty which became persons that were liable to mistake and forget. Third-
ly, the garb which they are lately gotten into, and the plenty of money that their
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pockets are filled with, increaseth the belief that they have been managed by some one
or other to say what they do, and that they are wel paid and rewarded for it. -

‘or some of them that were lately in debt, beyond any probability of being ever
able to pay what they owed, have, within these few days, found money both to dis-
charge their creditors and new vamp themselves. Fourthly, it creates a new suspi-
cion, how these persons come to appear as evidence for the proof of a protestant plot,
that diverse others, as will appear in due time by their own depositions, have been tempt
ed to be serviceable in the same design.  Fifthly, thatall this is sham, and proceeds
from subornation, is evident beyond all control, in that of the six witnesses, who were
mustered up at the Old Bailey on Friday last, after they had swora such-and such things
in the face of the court, some acknowledged to the grand-jury, when they were ex-
amined one by one, that they were hired unto it, and that they had a sum of money
for doing it : which, as it vindicates the integrity of the jury in returning ignoramus
upon the bill,* so it intimates to us upon what reasons some, whom I forbear to name,
opposed their being examined apart.  For as all the persons who served in that jury
are men of that known honesty and uprightness, that they would not willingly perjure
themselves to save a kingdom, so most of them are not only avowed members o? the
church of England, but two at this very time church-wardens, and a third of them an
officer in the reformed militia of the city. But it being hoped that they will give the
world an account of the justice of their own verdict, 1 shall leave what may be farther
said in the vindication of it to themselves, :

But what will it amount unto, towards the proof of a protestant plot, wherein my
Lord of Shaftesbury, and many other great and worthy persons, are said to be con-
cerned, if some rash and unadvised words should be proved against Colledge and W hit-
aker ? Shall other men, and the best and wisest in the nation, under. his majesty, -be
immediately judged traitors, because one or two warm and inconsiderate persons have
talked foalishly and extravagantly ? We are fallen into a strange world, if a body of
men must be made accountable for the giddiness of some, and those such as they bad
little converse with. Nor are the fanatics to be reproached for the unwary and dan-
gerous expressions of these persons, naein? they are not only members of the * church
of England, but chargeable with some failures that the d’;sacnting churches would
not allow any to continue in their communion that should be found guilty of them,

But I shall leave the further pursuit of this at the preseat, and only add, that the
same day that the Earl of Shaftesbury was committed to the Tower, there was a war-
rant obtained of bis majesty to the privy seal, for the pardoning three Oneals that are
known traitors. Which, as it intimates how much his majesty is solicited by some ill
men, 8o this ought to be recorded for his honour, that he commanded the stopping of
their pardon as goon as he understood what they were.

* Who was hereupon indicted anew before the grand jury of Oxford, and the bill being found, tried by spe-
cigl commission, before the Lotd-Chief-Justice North, &c. condemned and executed, -
* Mr North, in his Examen, pronounces Colledge a fanatic, :



Vor Populi, Vor Dei; or England's General Lamentation for the Dissolution of the
Parliament.

Printed 1681.

The short-lived Oxford Parliament, after threatening something like a bloody termination, was
very suddenly and peaceably dissolved ; of which remarkable transaction, E{apin gives the fol-

lowing account :—*“ The 28th of march the Exclusion Bill was brought into the house and read.

After the reading, Sir Leoline Jenkins alone spoke against it. He repeated some of his former

reasons, as that this bill condemned a man unheard, was directly contrary to the wisdom and
justice of the nation, and tended to introduce a new system of government. . If, continued he,
the duke will try to cut this law with his sword, if he overcome, he will have the same power
to set aside all laws, both for religion and property; the power will be in the bands of the con-
queror, &c. Some railleries were d upon him for not being seconded, after which the bill
was ordered a second reading. T ﬁe House of Commons was resuming the debate about Fitz~
barris, when, on a sudden, the usher of the black rod commanded their attendance in,the House
of Lords, where they found the king in his robes, who told them,— He perceived there were
great heats between the lords and commons, and their beginnings had been such as he could
expect no good success of this parliament; and therefore thought fit to dissolve them.” Ac-
cordingly, the chancellor declared the. parliament dissolved. 'ﬁm king, who was prepared for
what he had done, immedistely took coach, and drove with all speed to Windsor, and the next

morning to Whitehall ; seeming extremely pleased that he had thus made his escape from the
designs of the commons. This parliament, which sat but seven days, was the fifth and last of
this reign. From this time thei

ing, during the rest of bis life, governed not only without a
Frﬁnment but with an absolute power, - - - - ‘

he reader must be astonished to see a king who had received so many mortifications from his
irltaments, who bad been so often obliged to comply and feign opinions he had not, on a sud-
5:; become absolule master of his kidgdom, without fleet, withont army, without foreign as-
sistance, without money but that of his ordinary revenue, after many years fruitless lubours to

accomplish his designs. Tt is therefore absolutely ngcessary to unfold the causes of so surpri-
sing a revolution.”—Rar1N, vol. I1. p. 7¢2.

' ‘No popish successor, no popish successor, is now the voice of the (geodple; and if the
prayers of most of the nation be heard, it will be also the voice of God, and England
will be never so unhappy. as to see a popish idolater on the throne. There is no nation
in the world so jealous of their liberties as the English, and yet there is no right or
privilege so dear to them as their religion. Their consciences sway more with them
than their purses or their lives; and the protestant religion, in which they and their
fathers have been 8o many years bred, and under which they have seen so many happy
days, freed from the tyranny and oppressive yoke of the pope, is become so dear
to them, that the apprehension only of the loss of il Las of late put them into these
dreadful agonies and apprehensive fears, by the plotting of cro;nsh traitors, to bring in
their idolatry, even by taking away the life of the king, and subverting the present go-
wernment ; and by the prospect they have of all those subsequeat evils, which are un-
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evitably like to fall upon this nation by the means. of a popish successer. - For this
reason the people seem to cry out with one voice, No popish successor, no idolater,
no Queen Mary in breeches, no tyrant over the conscienee, .no new persecuton ot
protestants in our land. ; bt '
‘That these fears and troubles might be allayed, that our hopes might be renewed of
sitting down every man in peace and tranquillity, being assured to enjoy our religion
undisturbed, and our consciences unconstrained, and that traitors, malefactors, perni-
<ious and evil-counsellors might be punished and remeved, ‘was all our hopes in this
parliament, and that which made them so dear-in the eyes of the people, who of late
thought that they might have applied to themselves the propbecy of Jeremiah, ¢ That
God would turn our mourning into joy, that he would comtort us and make.us rejoice
- from our sorrow.”—Jer. xxxi, 13. For, indeed, the droopiug spirits of most of the
people of Eugland were suddenly revived and raised from trouble and ufliction by the
calling of this late parliament ; and they blessed God, and gave thanks for the great
«care and kindness of his-majesty to and over his people : We were comforted, and we
lifted up-our head with rejoycing and acclamations to see the comfortable beginnings
of the king and his parliament ; and we began to think, that God and the king had
wiped away tears from all faces.
ut, alas ! how soon is our day clouded.! And how are we cast down.in a- moment !
QOur trust and our confidence is broken, and God has *“.turned our feasts into mourn-
-ing, and all our songs iuto lamentation : Sball not for this the land tremble, and every
one¢ mourn that dwelleth therein ?” It is for our sin &and iniquities that God suffereth
this calamity, that he permitteth our hopes to be broken, and our parliament to be
dissolved ; and now, as if that prophecy of Zechariah were fulfilled i us, *“In that
day shall be great mourmnﬁein Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon, in the
va.ﬁey of Megiddon ; and the land sball mourn every family apart,” all the faces:of
the people are filled with trouble and confusion, and every one mourneth apart, and in
secret ; and they cry out. What shall we do to be saved from the fearful apprehen-
sions of the evil to come? How dejected are all our hearts ! How troubled are all
ple at this dissolution ! How sensible are they of this so great unhappiness to the na-
tion! And with what consternation and lamentation is it entertained ! By what coun-
sel or persuasion this comes about we know not. We know the hearts of kings are
unsearchable, .we. question not the wisdom and power of his-majesty, we know that it
is by God kings reign, and that he turneth their hearts as the rivers of waters ; but
‘however this cometh to pass, we cannot but mourn and lament to behold our hopes
so suddenly dashed and confounded. -1t is for our sins, doubtless, that this evil is come
upon us ; and therefore let us first prostrate ourselves humbly before the Lord, and then
with one consent-supplicate his majesty to ease us of the burden of our fears, and to
stop the mourning snd lamentation of his most faithful liege people.
. » Sure we have great cause to lament and to mourn to see England’s most worthy pa-
triots, who.were assembled for the good of the king and the kingdom, to be so soon scat-
tered and dispersed, before they had brought to perfection their good intentions, whilst
they were endeavouring to establish the pcrpetual bhappiness of the nation in securin
our religion, rights, and };]rivile , and m taking away our fears and jealousies. Suc
patriots they were as Jethro advised Moses to choose to judge the people of lerael ;
men fearing God, loving truth, and hating covetousness. low happy was our graci-
ous king in such a council ! How happy thmple of England in sucE representatives!.
A parliameént that, had they sat, would in ages been called a blessed parliament,
a parliament noted for four requisite virtues, religion, wisdom, courage, and industry.
That they were religious, or men fearing God, appears, that before all other things
they began with the securing to this nation the true protestant religion established b

|

law, and what in them duy to preventthe rushing in of popery, which. like su iaun-



dation, is like to break our banks, aud to bring a deluge of destruction and persecu-
tion upon the land. That they were wise appears, because they were men lovin
truth ; for wisdom cannot stand: without truth. Honesty is the best policy, thoug
an old saying, is a true one ; for to deal freely and sincerely is a sign o wisi)m. They
were such as would take off the vizard-mask of a most detestable plot as ever was
hatched against & nation, and that would have shewn the truth of all, that yet lies
lurking at the bottom. And at the last, had they continued, we doubt not but that the
nations round about us would have been forced to have said by us as Moses prophesied
those of Canaan should say by the [sraelites, ¢ Surely this nation is a wise and an under-
standing people." And if those many wise laws and statutes, which were under the consi-
deration and wisdom of the late parliament, had been brought to perfection, they would
then also have taken up the other part of that prophecy of that law-giver and prophet,
Deut. iv. *“ What nation is there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so righte-
ous ?” That they were men of courage appears by their being no respecters of persons;
for that they spared no man for his greatuess and might, nor despised any one for his -
meanness and inability. They were bold assertors of the liberties of the people, and
in the ways of righteousness ft'anl_‘.i no man, That they were men hating covetousness
plainly appears by their votes against a late corruption of pensioning : gold would not
blind their eyes, and being men of estates, and abhorring covetousness, they endea-
voured to take away the temptation. And, lastly, that they were industrious, is ma-
nifested to all by their pains took, thinking it no labour night and day to serve their
king and country ; and by the many useful and beneficial acts, tending to the good
and benefit of this nation, which they were promoting with all indefatigable pains and
industry. ¥

Thes}; are the men that are dissolved, their power broken, and our trust, hopes, and
confidence cast down. It is for this England laments and mourns, the city is afflict-
ed, and the country in trouble ; and all good and loyal Englishmen, with dejected
countenances, sad hearts, and wet eyes, bemoan their Joss. 1t is now a time of trial and
afliction. Calamitas wirtutis occasio est. It is in calamity that our virtue will appear ;
let us not be afraid to petition his majesty in this our distress ; let him behold our sad
hearts, and our faces besprinkled with tears; let him know our just fears; lay before
him our jca!ousiea and distresses ; let him hear our complaints and lamentations, and
Jet us not be dumb ; and withal, let every one endeavour to reform himself, and pub-
lickly call upon God to defend and protect us: “ For he is king of all the earth, he
is a God that doth wonders, he hath declared his strength among the people : Heis a
sun and a shield, he will give grace and glory, and no good thing withhold from them
that walk uprightly 2" Therefore let us say with the prophet Isaiah, “ We will trust
and not be afraid, for the Lord Jehovah is our strength, he is merciful and gracious;
he will at last hear the groans of his people, and swallow up death in victory, and wipe
away tears from all faces,” Amen. 3o be it,

Bemarks upon the New Project of Association, in a Letter to a Friend, .

“ I these treg e we v uently. meet , mhthe word-dgnoramus ; and that posterity mey fully under-
stand the use and :;;licnligi: of 1t, c_luﬁpg Lhene’gmes, a few words may be necessary by way



304 Tracts during the Reign of King Charles I1.

.of explanation. Accordiag to Mr North, the mulecontents bad long expected a stormt, and had
as Jong provided against it, by endeavouring tosecure the law, or atleast the issue of it, on their
side: This, in London and Middlesex, they did very effectually ; for having obtained and se-
cured a majority in the Common Hall, they bad it thereby in their power to: chuse such juries
as should insare them an indemnity against any prosecution whatsoever. The malecontents, on
the contrary, urge, that this precatition of theirs, with respect to juries, was only to provide
against the artifices of the court, and to balance the influence of the bench, ever too prove to
throw their weight into the royal scale, at the expence of the subject. This, however, is cer-
tain, that the court could not shew more solicitude to convict their prisoners than the jury to
bring them off. Thus partinlity encountered partiality, justice was out of the question ; every
charge was aggravated, or extenuated ; and every verdict justified aud condemued, not as rea-
son but prejudice directed : and indifferent persons, if any such could be found, were utterly at
a loss for a standard to fix their fluctuating opinions. To apply all this to the Earl of Shattes-
bury : his name was no sconer printed in the Gazette, with an accusation of treason, than the
whole nation took part for or against him. Every day produced its apology and * invective.
The court believed the stmgtgwn on their side ; but were either afraid to make the experi-
meot or lay in wait to re-inforce their evidence : for his lordship, at two several sessions, peti-
tioned for a speedy trial, or to be admitled to bail, without effect. At last, however, on
November 24th, the affaiv was put in train ; for a bill was laid against his lordship, before the
grand jury of Middlesex, for high treason. The wituesses for the king were solemnly exami-
ned in open court, by express command, to all the points alledged in it, but were re-examined
by the jury apart; and, upon the issuc of all, the bill was returned with an ignoramus indorsed
on it; which so mortified the court, that they proceeded no farther against him, but did not
agree to his discharge till the 13th of February following. As to the bill itself, it was, in short,
for intending and compassing the death of the king: and for overt-acts, it was deposed, that
he had consulted with one * and others to effect his design; and that he had made a

. '.ontalnmrxiua was a paper called Articles against the Earl of Shaftésbury ; the contents of which

ere as {ollow :

.+ 1.. That he had imagined to compass and procure the desth of the king, the subversion of the government,
#nd the known laws of the land, by reducing this ancient monarchy into & republic.

. IL. That he used great endeavours 10 possess the people, That his majesty was a papist, and designed to in~
troduce popery and arbitrary power; and to that end bad promoted several seditious and treasonable libels

inst his majesty’s person and government, purposely to bring his majesty intv an odium and contempt with

his loving subjects. : i

- JIl. That he endeavoured to levy war agginst the king, both in England and Ireland, and bring bloodshed and
confusion upon his majesty’s good people, under pretence of prosecuting the popish plot, and preserving the
protestans religion, the liberty and property of the subject, as he and his confederates had done in the late re-
bellion,

1V. ‘That be endeavoured to render the church of England as ridiculous as popery, and defanded all his ma-~
jesty's officers, both by land and sea ; and all others, who aut of a due sense of loyalty adbere to the crown,
stiling them Tories, Tantivies, Masqueraders, &c. purposely to frighten them from their duty, and wean them
from their sovereign,”to adhere to him and his faction.

¥, That he countenanced, barboured, and hired persons to swear aguinst the queen and his royal highness.

VI. That he procured several sums of money to be raised and collected to' carry on these mest abominable

As:d in the close of all it was said, That the serjeant-at-arms, who apprebended his lordship, desiring him
1o eat something before he went out, his lordship anewered, * I have no stomach to eat, unless 1 could got s
roasted Irishman.” ]

* Booth was a man of family, but of desperate circumstances. The stress of his evidence consisted in these
particulars: That be had been introduced to the earl by one Captain Wilkinwon, an old royalist, in the p
January: That he had been of a continual club with ever since : ' That, in the course of this time, he:
!lﬂ:‘l:?il lordship inveigh sharply against the times, snd discourse of the dangerous consequences tikely twiene
sue, in case of 8 breach between the king and parliament, That, in particular, his lordship, j“dg:?.“. dane
gerous to go to Oxford, without a sufficient forge fo oppose the guards, &c. provided a troop of fifty perions
of quality, to be commanded by Wilkinson + That of these Bpoth himmelf was one: That e becamp ve' at the
instance of Witkinson : Thiit he-bought himself ‘s good stope-horse and accoutremetnd-for Sho waid servise ¢
That Wilkinson was to furnish his man with & borse: That, in fase of the bresch sbovemontionsd, or ajy vio-
lence should be offered to the members, the said troop, in concert with those provided by sther dords, weve 't
-7epel force by force. That the guavds were to-be: -of papists and tories, snd the
gerous persons : That the king was to be brought te 1,0 : ‘other '

~might secure the astion from popery and arbitrary gié
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prowision:of scemed men-for thet end..- There was, indeed; but. ovne witness:(Boothy to these
overt-acts; but then there were five more, who swore to many dangerous expressions which he
‘had let fall, sogcerning his majesty, the ruin of the monarchy, the establishment of a common-
wealth, &e¢. and, to make up weight, was thrown in the Association, which is the subject of the
ensaing paper, but not insisted on, as any direct proofs against him ; though, afterwards, it was
made mtk:E subject of more clamour than the overt-acts themselves, on which the indictment was
grouwded.

Sir,

Yoy would have me give you the sense of the town, together with my own private
thougiits, upon the subject of your last. The former would be tedious and extrava-
ﬁa_nt in a case where people, either through passion or interest, are so extremely divi-

etl. And the latter, with submission, would be as unsafe; but I shall, however,
gratify your curiosity in as full and as particular an answer to the sum of your de-
mands as the quality of the matter in question, and the compass of a letter, will con-
veniently bear.

You are sofar in the-right, as that the paper you speak of is said, by some, to be
the project of a bill for an association, and grounded upon the precedent of an associ-
ation; 27 Eliz, It is further said, that it is no more than what was moved in the last
WeStminster parliament ; and only a short draught or scheme of an association for a
general defence against a popish king. But, on the other hand, it is cried ont against

kinson told me he expected « summons that very week to go to Oxford, together with his troop ; and that the
news of that event coming to town on Saturday, nothing was done, Here he closed ; but the king's council
observing, that'this was rather a deposition against Wilkinson than the ear], and asking, whether he had nag
ver any discourse with his lordship after Wilkinson had spoke to him? be recollected himself, and answered,
That though the first motion, concerning the troop, came from the eaptuin, he had heard his lordship, in per-
son, discoursa of it at his own house. Now is it probable that this very recollection shocked his credit with the
jury. as much as it strengthened his evidence. But this is not all; he had endeavoured to induce Wilkinson
also to turn evidence, the privy-council had done the same, and even the kiug himself had condescended to try
the force of royal eloguence upon him ; of all which the captain published a narrative. Besides, thc dissolu-
tion did not teke place until Monday, and was so much a secret, even at Oxford, until the very moment it
took place, by the joint cvidence of all parties, that it was impossible it should be known at London on
Thursday ; and in the celebrated answer to the king’s declaration, by way of reproach to the court, it is said,
that the Duchoss of Mazarine had better intelligence than the two houses, because she published the news at
St James’s many hours before it took place. And, lastly, whereas Booth swears, that he bought a horse for
the Oxford expedition, and that Wilkinson was to have mounted his man, the following advertisement was
published in a newspaper, called Janeway’s Intelligence, No. 65, the week after re gave®the evidenco :

¢ Whereas, upon Thursday last, an indictment was preferred to the grand jury, at'the Old Baily, against
the Right Honourable the Earl of Bhaftesbury ; and whereas Mr Booth was produced as one of the evidenges,
wha swore in open court, that Captain Wilkinson was engaged with the said carl against his majesty and the
government ; and that the said captain was to command & troop of horse, to be mounted with fifty gentlemen ;
and that the:said Mr Booth had listed himself as one: of the troop : Also the said Mr Booth made oath, that
he had bought himself & good stone-horse, and other accoutrements, for the said service ; and Captain Wilkine
son was tw furnish his man with a horse,

“ This is therefore to give notice, that if any one can make it appear that Mr Booth bought any such hpm,
with his merks anid colour, and who lie bought him of, about March last, or that hehad any such horse within
that time, and what stable he was kept ut, shall have, upon good proof made thereof to Captain Wilkinson, five
guiness paid him for o vewardl obbis pains. . ;. hgnte ;

- 4 Also, if ariy persen can ke appear, that the said Captain Wilkinson hath bought any horse, gelding, or
mare, l?q‘rﬂbun Wd;ﬂ last pasty or ever hath been un the back of any for the same space of time, saving
one gelding, which:hé SofroWed ve ride  Wickham, when the members of the last parliament met at Oxford ;
or that evsr Csptain Wilkinson bath been nearer Oxford these twenty years than the said town of Wickham ;
Upon- Yool thereof he shall hive fiod ghineas for his rewsrd. : ) _

Hzxay Wirxinson.”

» g
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as the instrument of a treasonable conspiracy against his majesty and the government.
under the countenance of a religious association.

Thus far, sir, you are rightly informed as to the business of ordinary conjecturs and
discourse ; but your intelligence afterwards runs a little too large, for the paper was
barely found in my lord’s closet ; and any man may have papers perhapsin his posses-
sion that he does not approve of. How far the members of that parliament (which is
the next point) will find themselves concerned in honour to search farther into this af-
fair, I am not able to divine.

It will be both for your ease and mine to consult and compare the pieces themselves,
and to see how far this late draught of association agrees with the ends and intent of
the former; aund afler that, to examine its consistency with itself. To which purpose,
1 shall, in their due place, lay both the associations before you, with such notes upon,
and concerning them, as may serve, in some measure, to explain the matter in hand ;
and therein I shall speak to the several points of your letter, as they fall in my way.
The words of the former are as follows:

The Paper which was' seized in the Earl of Shaftesbury’s Closet, by Francis Guwin,
Esquire, one of the Clerks of his Majesty's Privy-Council ; and read November 24;
1681, at the Old Baily, before his Hf;jeat_y': Commissioners of Oyer and Terminer,

1. We, the knights, &c. finding, to the grief of our hearts, the popish priests and
jesuits, with the papists, aud their adherents and abettors, have, for several years last
past, pursued a most pernicious and hellish plot, to root out the true protestant reli-

ion as a pestilent heresy, to take away the life of our gracious king, to subvert our
iWs and liberties, and to set up arbitrary power and popery.

2. And it being notorious that they have been hlghply encouraged by the couate-
nance and protection given and procured for them by James Duke of York,and by their
expectations of his succeeding to the crown ; and that through crafty popish councils
his designs have so far prevailed, that he hath created many and great dependants up-
on him, by his bestowing offices and preferments both in church and state.

3. It appearing also to us, that by his influence, mercenary forces have been le-
vied and kept on foot for his secret designs, contrary to our laws; the officers thereof
having been named and appointed by him, to the apparent hazard of his majesty’s per-
son, our religion and government, if the dangeér had not been timely foreseen by se-
veral parliaments, and part of those forces, with great difficulty, caused by them to
be disianded at the kingdom's great expence; and it being evident, that notwith-
standing all the continual endeavours of the parliament to deliver his majesty from
the councils, and out of the power of the said duke, yet his interest in the ministers
of state, and others, have been so prevalent, that parliaments have been unreasonably
prorogued, and dissolved. when they have been in hot pursuit of the popish conspira-
cies, and ill ministers of state, their assistants, ' S

4. And that the said duke, in order to reduce all into his'own power, hath procal
the garrisons, the army, and ammunition, and all the power of the seas and soldiery, and
lands belonging to these three kingdoms, to be put into the hands of his party and
their adherents, even in opposition to the advice and order of the last parlisment.

5. And as we, considering with heavy hearts how greatly the shigngth, reputs

* In the Life of the Earl of Shaftesbury, 8vo, published in the year 1603, pag, 108, it Jo aiemed, #Thst
;g%‘n:_r'wnm, amminhhm&puh;um%amhﬂmmlﬁnﬂm
rdship’s papers were over, to indorse those detained, & eare of thoss seturned ;. L psper
was not indorsed as the rest were, and that Wilson hitaself was committed for high-treason,” A
5
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and treasure of the kingdom, both at sea and land, is wasted and consumed, and lost
by the intricate, expensive management of these wicked destructive designs ; and find-
in? the same counsels, after exemplary justice upon some of the conspirators, to be
still pursaed with the utmost devilish malice and desire of revenge, whereby his ma-
jesty is in continual hazard of being murdered, to make way for the said duke’s ad-
vancement to the crown, and the whole kingdom, in such case, is destitute of all secu-
rity of their religion, laws, estates, and liberty, sad experience, in the case of Queen
Mary, having proved the wisest laws to be of little force to keep out popery and ty-
ranny under a popish prince.

6. We havegherefore endeavoured in a parliamentary way, by a bill for the pur-
pose, to bar and exclude the said duke from the succession to the crown, and to ba-
nish him for ever out of these kingdoms of England and Ireland : but the first means
of the king and kingdom’s safety being utterly rejected, and we left almost in despair
of obtaining any real and effectual security, and knowing ourselves to be entrusted, to
advise and act for the preservation of his majesty and-the kingdom, and being per-
suaded in our consciences that the dangers aforesaid are so eminent and pressing, that
there ought to be no delay of the best means that are in our power to secure the king-
dom against them, we have thought fit to propose to all true protestants an union
amongst themselves, bfr solemn and sacred promise, of mutual defence and assistance
in the preservation of the true protestant religion, his majesty’s person, and royal state,
and our laws, liberties, and properties ; and we hold it our bounden duty to join our-
salves for the same intent, in a declaration of our united affections and resolutions, in
the form ensuing ; (that is to say, ensuing the note, which here intervenes.)

Note, That the stile of the first clause, in these words, We the knights, &c. imports
an act of the commons, exclusive of the lords; and rege inconsulto, the dread and dan-
ger of the popish plot is made the inducement to it; the papists’ adberents and abet-
tors being ranged with the papists themselves, and joined in the same design of mur-
dering the king, &c. *

In the second clause, his royal highness falls under the same accusation, and the go-
vernment effectually put into his hands, toward the gaining of his ends. Now the
meaning of adherents and abettors is expounded by the author of Smith's Queries
upon the duke's bill, where he says, that [the pleaders for a popish successor ought to
be esteemed ne other than beta'a{ers of their king and country, renegado’s from their
religion, (if ever protestants at all,) and the worst of papists, and so to be dealt withal
in city and country.] Here's an anathema pronounced already against all men under
that qualification ; and the invalidating of the king’s witnesses is one condition of the
sentence, which does most expressly conclude all the present defamers of the king’s
witnesses under the same condemnation.

This way of exposing the king's loyal. subjects of the English communion, under
the notion of papists, or, in truth, beyond them, and that not only in libellous papers,
but in some councils also, is too notorious to need any instances to confirm it. And
what is the drift of these practices, but under a general scandal, to stigmatize that
party that will not close with the faction, and to set them up asa mark to the fury of
the rabble?. Ang this is only a pre ry toward a greater work that is to follow;
and whosoever jsﬂot swilfully. blind, cannot but see the design to be all of a thread.

From .this aversion toward 3 sort of people, in general represented under such a
character, the nex$ slep .is the naming of particular persons, the discriminating of
parties, the computing of numbers and interests ; and so from listing, to pass on into
associations and.levies. .. Let.not this be taken for a trivial speculation upon the com-
mon methods-and preliminasies to rebellion ; for I have heard, and I do as firmly be-
lieve it; s a ‘man cun believe any thing.that he never saw, that there is extant a calcu-
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lation upon all the counties of England and Wales, alphabetically digested, dividing
the men of interest and consideration in each respective county into two columns,
one against the another ; the one under. the title of worthy men, and the other, of
men worthy to be hanged, that is, ranging the country party, as they call it, under
the former, and the court party under the other ; which appears, as I am assured, by
the transporting of names from one to the other, as ang man is found to change his
side and opinion. By the benefit of this roll, ’tis not above a week or ten days work
to take a muster of the nation, to communicate orders, to know whom to impeach and
whom to trust; and they that have money shall never want evidence. There is a
wonderful correspondence betwixt the tendency of this list and the. of associa-
tion; betwixt the dictates of the factious pamphlets, and the mattéf of fact in evi-
dence ; -and it were little less than a miracle, if all this should come by chance.

In the third and fourth clauses, the king's guards are pronounced to be contrary to
law ; the officers chosen by the duke, subservient to his designs, and dangerous to
his majesty’s person, &c. The king himself charged with following popish councils,
unreasonable prorogations and dissolutions, in favour of popish conspirators and ill mi-
nisters of state, their assistants ; the garrisons, army, and ammunition, in the hands of
the duke’s party and their adherents,

It is not work to amplify upon these falsehoods and slanders in this place, so that I
shall proceed. _ . .

The fifth clause deplores the sad estate of the king and nation, by reason of the same
council. And after this remonstrance upon the whole matter, (We the knights, &c.)
come to a point, in that which follows; that is to say,

Sixthly, the king will not agree to bar and exclude the duke in a parliamentary
way, and therefore we will enter into a league, and invite the king’s subjects to join
with us in a vow of mutual defence and assistance, in an unparliamentary way, to the
intent of a declaration in the form ensuing. :

Now put all together, and the sum of i\, in short, is this: There’s a plot upon the
king's li?e, &c. The duke is in it, and prefers ministers of state, officers civil and mi-
litary, for his purpose ; prorogues and dissolves parliaments, saves the -popish -Jords,
makes the king a cypher, and, therefore, since hevwill not agree to exclude and banish
his brother by act of parliament, (We the kniﬁlhts, &c.) will join with all true protest-
ants in a sacred prowmise to destroy him and his adherents, without exception to his
majesty himself, who, for refusing to exclude his royal brother, is declared to be ong,of
the party. To what ends and purposes will be seen in the association itself,

The Ascociateen,

I, 4. B. do, in the presence of God, solemnly promise, vow, and: protest, to main-
tain and defend to the utmost of my power, with-my person'and -estate, the true pro-
testant religion, against popery and all popish superstition, ‘idelatry, or innovation,
and all those who do, or shall endeavour to spread or advance it -witz-in this kingdom.

I will also, as far as in me lies, maintain and defend his majesty’s royal persen and
estate ; as also the power and privilege of parliaments, the lawful rights and liberties of
the subject, against all encro ents-and usurpation of arbitrary power whatsoever,
and endeavour entirely to disband all such mercenmary forces as, we-have reasun 4o-de-
lieve, were raised to advance it, and are still kept up m and about the ity of Liondon
to the great amaze aud tesror of all the geod' people of the fand. =

Moreover, James Duke of York;, having publicly professed and owned the popis
religion, and notoriously given life snd'birth 8o the dasinableand hellish pletyof the
papists against his majesty’s person,. the protestunt religion, and the government of




this kingdom, I will never consent that the said James Duke of York, or any other,
who is or hath been g papist, or any ways adhered to the papists in their wicked de-
signs, be admitted to the succession of the crown of England ; but by all lawful means,
and by force of arms, if need so require, according to my abilities, will oppose him,
and endeavour to subdue, expel, and destroy him if%\e come into England, or the do-
minions thereof; and seek by force to set up his pretended title, and all such as shall -
adhere unto him, or raise any war, tumult, or sedition for him, or by his command, as
public enemies of our laws, réligion, and country.

To this end, we, and every oue of us, w.hoscrﬁands are here underwritten, do most
willingly bind ourselves, and every one of us unto the other, jointly and severally, in
the bond of orfe firm and loyal society or association ; and do promise aud vow, be-
fore God, that with our joint and particular forces, we will oppose and pursue unto
destruction, all such, as upon any title whatsoever shall oppose tﬁe Jjust and righteous
ends of this association ; and maintain, protect, and defend, all such as shall enter into
it in the just performance of the true intent and meaning of it. And lest this just and
pious work should be any ways obstructed or hindered for want of discipline and con-
duct, or any evil-minded persons, under pretence of raising forces for the service of
this association, should attempt or commit disorders, we will follow such orders as we
shall, from time to time, receive from this present parliament, whilst it shall be sitting,
or the major part of the members of both houses subscribing this association, when it
shall be prorogued or dissolved; and obey such officers as shall by them be set over
us in the several countries, cities, and boroughs, until the next meeting of this or ano-
ther parliament, and will then shew the same obedience and submission unto it, and
those who shall be of it.

Neither will we, for any respect of persons or causes, or for fear or reward, separate
ourselves from this association, or fail in prosecution thereof during our lives, upon the

in of being by the rest of us prosecutecf and suppressedas perjured persons, and pub-

ic enemies to God, the king, and our native country.

To which pains and punishments we do voluntarily submit ourselves, and every one
of us, without benefit of any colour or pretence to excuse us.

In witness of all which premises to be inviolably kept, we do to this present
writing put our hands and seals, and shall be most ready to accept and ad-
mit any others hereafter into this society and association.

This form of association is only the covenant revived, with the same licence, limi-
tations, reserves, and equivocations, and to the very same end and purpose: And all
schismatics, and heretics whatsoever, are taken and invited into the combination, un-
der the colour of preserving the true protestant religion, (the papists only excepted.)
The guards to be disbanded as illegal, his royal highness to be expelled or deposed, and
all his adherents, (even the king himself,) to be destroyed by force of arms ; that is to
say, the king is to be allowed no other ministers, magistrates, officers, but what the
associates shall vouchsafe to afford him, and he himself likewise upon his good beha-
viour, under the pain of an immediate insurrection, tumult, and revolt.

" Being engaged by this vow, promise, protestation, (or to what else ﬁau please,) to
a downright rebellion, unless the king will deliver up his crown without striking a
stroke for it, the oath is carried on, even to the manner and method by which the
nation is to be governed, after such violence acted upon the person and authority of
the king ; And this confederacy is extended even to the devolving of the sovereign
power upon the House of Commons, sitting the parliament, and upon the major part
of the members -of hoth houses subscribing this association, after the ptorogatien or
dissolulion thereof : And they never to.zecede, upon any consideration whatsoever.
So that bere’s a king deposed, a monarchy destroyed, a commonwealth erected, a free



310 Tracts during the Reign of King Charles 11.

people enslaved, and all in a trice, by the help of this pious union, if ever it should
come to take effect : And in conclusion, the supreme power vested in the two houses
1o perpetuity. This is the fairest construction that can be made on it, for though
the paper calls it the present parliament in a compliment, it is only the House of
Commons in effect.

Now look back upon the whole, and take notice how frivolous all those colours
and pretensions are, that have been produced, cither in favour or excuse of this paper.
(We the knights) do declare and swear, that what we cannot compass in a parliament-
ary way we will endeavour to bring about by force of arms. Here's the very consti-
tution of parliaments overthrown at a dash ; and, pursuant to this resolution, so many
members that were chosen and entrusted to serve their countries, and, as much as in
them lay, to uphold and maintain the laws of the land, and the liberties of the people,
have now propounded to set up themselves by this project, without either king or
House of g.ords, as a standing committee, and to exercise an arbitrary power over
their fellow.subjects, to the subversion of the common rights, and in defiance of the
fandamental privileges of king, parliaments, and people. So much for the pretended
profect of 2 bill.

Now to this scheme of an association for a defence agninst a popish king. The pa-
per begins with exclamations against a popish plot, and concludes in an oath of con-
spiracy against a protestant prince. ' Tt begins with a pretended tenderness for reli-
gion, and ends in a peremptory sentence and determination of state. For fear of a po-
pish king, here’s a certain provision that we shall have no king at all;; and under pre-
text of opposing an arbitrary power in the crown, here’'s an expedient offered, (as for
the avoidance of it,) by swearing allegiance to the unlimited will and pleasure of a
committee of disbanded members of our own fellow subjects.

But this is no more, they say, than was propounded and debated in the House of
Commons. There was an address of the commons, it is true, bearing date May 10,
1676, (that his majesty would be graciously pleased o give order for raising the mi-
litia, and keeping it for some certain time,{ and the lords were afterwards reminded of
it; to which, as I remember, his majesty’s answer was, That he would not part with it,
so much as for an hour ; but here was no associating to take possession of it by force,
in case it should be refused.

It is true likewise, that the commons, December 15, 1680, passed a vote that a bill
should be brought in for an association of all his majesty’s protestant subjects, &c.
And that upon the one-and-twentieth of the same month, they presented an address
to the king, desiring therein, that his majestz would be graciously pleased 'to assent to
an act, whereby his majesty’s protestant subjects might be enabled to associate them-
selves for the defence of his person, &c. W]hich very word (enabled) imports a con-
cession, and acknowledgment, that without the king’s passing such a bill, they had no
right to authorise such a combination. '

But that which has misled people into a mistake, so derogatory to the honour of the
House of Commons, I presume may be this : There were several questions put by the
foreman of the jury, first to Mr Gwin, and afterwards to Mr Secreta.rLJenkint, that
carried some sort of countenance, s If’, This association had been debated, and this
very paper read in the House.of Commons. It is a short passage, and I will recite:it,
as you will find it in the printed proceedings, page 34.

_ Forc;nlﬂ. Do not you know; sir, there was 2 discourse in the parkament’ of & #aso-
ciation . . :

Mr Gwin.'Sir, T was net of the last parli 1 know:nothing of it.s

Foreman, Youbave not heard-then that there was such & ‘thing in parlismenticon-
cerning an associstion ? -
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Mr Gwin. 1 have heard of an association talked of.

Foreman. Mr Secretary, I would ask you some questions, if you did not know of a
debate in parliament of an association?

My Secretary. I was not present at the debate ; but there was a talk in town of an
association.

Foreman. Did not you hear of it in parliament? :
Mr Secretary. Indeed, there was an answer to a message from the House of Comn
mons, that had something in it did strongly imply an association; but this particular

association I do not remember to have heard proposed.

Foreman. Do not you remember in the House of Commons, sir, it was read, upon
occasion of that bill ?

Mr Secretary. 1 heard such a thing spoken of ; but at the reading of it I was not
present, to the best of my remembrance.

I know nothing to the contrary, but that the form of this vow and protestation,
(meaning the three first clauses of'it,) might possibly be read in the house ; but to ima-
gine, that the honourable House of Commons would ever have endured the starting
of a project to over-turn the very foundations of government, were to do them the

reatest indiﬁzity in the world. The late usurpers themselves were half through
%he rebellion before they arrived at that degree of boldness. If any man should inter-
pret these glancing iaterroﬁatories in such manner as to take this project for an act
of the house, the jesuits themselves could not have done the popish plot a greater
piece of service, than the promoting of such an error as might create a jealousy of
treason within those walls; but on the other side, there may be scandals taken as well
as given.

f it were not for tiring of you out, I could shew ye the originals, both of this
draught and design, and trace the very footsteps of our reforming heroes, from his
majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, with their outcries of plots and popery, and
eyes and hands lifted up unto the Lord in a _holy covenant; to the severing of his
m::j'esty's sacred head from his body upon a scaffold; but it is too copious a theme,
and there needs no more than dipping any where in the records of the late times to
finish the parallel.

There remains yet another abuse to be cleared, wherein they impose upon the
people, that this association is founded upon the same grounds and considerations with
that of the 27th of the queen. You will better judge whether it be so or no, upon a
view of the instrument itself, and some few remarks thereupon.

The Instrument, or Writing of Association, that the Protestants of England entered
into 27 Eliz.

“ Forasmuch as Almighty God hath ordained kings, queens, and princes, to have
dominion and rule over all their subjects, and to preserve them in the possession and’
observation of the true christian religion, according to- his holy word and command-
ment ; and in like sort, that all subjects should love, fear, and obey their sovereign
princes, being kings or queens, to the utmost of their power ; at all times to withstand,
pursue, and suppress all manner of persons that shall by any means intend and at-
tempt any. thing dangerous oz hurtful to the honour, stafes, or persons of their sove-
reigns ; : : _
herefore, we whose names are, or shall be subscribed te f:his- writing, being matural
born subjects.of this realm of England, and having so gracious 2 lady, our sovereign
Elizabeth, by the ordinance of God, our most rightful queen, reigning over us these
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many years with great felicity to our inestrmable comfort: Aud ﬁndi-ﬂg Tatedy]" by di-
verse depositions, confessions, and sundry advertisements out of foreign parts from
credible persons, well known to her majesty’s council and to diverse uthers, that for
the fortherance 'and advancement of some pretended title to the crown; it hath been
manifested that the life of our gracious sovereign lady Queen Elizabeth hath' been
most dangerously exposed to the peril of her person, if Atmighty God; her perpetual
defender, of his mercy, had not revealed and withsteod the dame';' by whose life, we
and all other her majesty’s true and loyal subjects do eqj:dy an inestimable benefit of
peace in this land ; do, for the reasons and causes before alledged, not only ackmowledge
ourselves most justly bound with our lives and goods for her defence, in het safety, to
persecute, suppress, and withstand, all such intenders, and all other her enermies, of
what nation, condition, and degree whatsoever they shall be, or by what counsel or
title they shall pretend to be her enemies, or to attempt any harm upon her person ;
but do further think it our bounden duties, for the great benefit of peace and wealth,
and godly government, we have more plentifully received these mauy years, under her
majesty’s government, than any of our forefathers have done in any longer time of any
otber her progenitors, kings of this realm,

To declare, and by this writing make manifest, our bounden duties to our said: so-
vereign lady for her safety. “ And to that end, we, and every of us, first calling to
witness the name of Almighty God, do voluntarily and most willingly bind ourselves,
and every one of us to the other, jointhy-and'severally, in the band of one firmy and
loyal society : And do hereby vow and promise, by the majesty of Almighty God,
that with our whole powers, bodies, lives and goods, and with our children and ‘ser-
vants, we, and every of us, will faithfully serve and humbly obey our said sovereign
lady Queen Elizabeth, against all states, dignities, and earthly powers whatsoever; and
will, as well with our jomnt and particular forces during our lives, withstand, offend,
and pursue, as well by force of arms, as by all other means of revenge, all'manner of
persons of what state soever they shall be, and their abettors, that -shall attempt any
act, counsel, or consent to any thing thatshall tend to the harm of her majesty’s royal
person, and will never desist from all manner of forcible pursuit against such persons,
to the utter extermination of them, their counsellors, aiders, and aﬁttors.

‘“ And if any such wicked attempt against her most royal person shall be taken in
hand and procured, whereby any that have, may, or shall pretend title to come to this
crown, by the untimely death of her majesty, so wickedly procured, (which'God for
his mercy sake forbid,) may be avenged, we mot only bind ourselves, both jointly
and severally, never to allow, accept, or fayvour any such pretended successor, by whom,
or for whom, any such detestable act shall be attempted or committed, as unworthy. of
all government 1n any christian realm or civil state ;

‘But do also further vow and protest, as weare most bound, aud that in thé pre-
sence of the eternal and everlasting God; to prosecute such person and persons to
death, with our joint or particular forces, and to act the utmost revenge upon them,
that by any means we or any of us can devise and do, ot cause'tobe devised and done,
for their utter overthrow and extirpation.

« Andito the better corroboratien of this ourloyal band and association, we«do:glso
testify: by this wniting, that we do confirm the contents hereof by ourosths:
taken upou'the Holy Evangelist, with:this express condition, that no-on®:of wsshal
for any »espect of persoms or causes, ‘or' for fear:or reward, separatecurselvies fromethis
association, or fail in the prosecution' theredf) during our lives, updn paid ‘of beiag by
the rest of us prosecuted, and suppressed as perjured persons, and public enemsies!to
God, our queen, end to our 'native country'; to which ponishment ad - putnsswe do
voluntarily submit ourselves, amd evory of us, without benefit of uwry ‘coliuriind ipree

tence,
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“ In witness of all which promises to be inviolably kept, we do to this writing put
our hands and seals ; and shall be most ready to accept and admit any others hereaf-
ter to this society and association.”

You may now be pleased to compare this association with the otber, which pre-
tends (effectually) to write after this copy. You have in this an ample and a solemn
acknowledgment of sovereign power in the queen, and indispensible obedience in the
subject. But in the other, not only a disclaimer of the king’s authority, and the sub-
jects duty, (unless his majesty will comply with whatsoever his people shall impose
upon him,) but a total abdication of his imperial power, and a vow of conspiracy to
oppose him by force, and set up an inconsiderable part of the people, masters of the
government.

You have here an association to defend the queen against any pretender whatsoever
upon a false title. The other isa conspiracy for the destruction, even of the present
king, because he will not consent to the dispossessing his brother of a just and legal
title both before God and man. This engagement extends only to a remote prospect
of injury to the crown, with a resolution to employ violence when the occasion re-
quires it, and not before ; but the other is a confederacy to offer violence to the crown
themselves ; and to embroil the nation forthwith in a civil war, upon a pretended fear
of danger at a distance. This is a combination against the queen’s enemies, with
her royal approbation and consent. The other is a confederacy against the king's
brother and his friend, and against his majesty’s appiobation and consent. The one,
in short, is for a submission to a lawful authority, the other for the final and irrepa~
rable extirpation of it. To conclude, whoever lays both e¢nds together of this late as-
sociation, will find, that it begins in the name of God, for the preservation of religion,
and ends in the devil’s name, with the total extinction of king and government.

A modest Vindication of the Earl of Shaflesbury : In a Letter to a Friend concerning
his being elected King of Poland.

Many of the tory satires and libels against the Earl of Shaltesbury are founded upon an allegation,
that he had been proposed as a competitor for the crown of Poland, at the vacancy occasioned
by the death of John Sobieski. Hence Dryden terms his celebrated satire against this statesman,
the Polish Medul. The following piece, remarkable for its vein of ironical humour, turns entire=
ly upon this idle story, and perhaps had no small share in giving it currency.

Ar a time when the eyes of all Europe are directed towards the event of our present
affairs ; at such a time as this, when the balance of our public safety seems so equally
poised, that it is hard to guess in which scale lies our happiness or ruin, I think it my
duty, as an honest man, a true subject to the government [ live under, and a fiiend
to truth, ‘to. give you (since you so earnestly have requested it) my just and impartial

VOL. ¥IIf, 2r
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sentiments of our present condition, as it particularly relatés to the Lord of Shaftesbury,
now under confinement in the Tower. a B g

This great man, (I cannot but call him so) this immediate first mover (as some-would
have it) of all the dreadful revolutions that, perhaps, of late years have seemed to thréaten
us, will nevertheless appear to you, by the following relation which I am to give you
of him, a man as very extraordinary in his abilities, so no less wonderful for his virtue;
not to mention his unshaken obedience to every government he has been concerned in
or lived under ; his steady adherence to every religion that had but hopes to be esta.
blished ; his unwearied endeavours for the restoration of the public peace, in the time
of our late unhappy troubles; his admirable counsels all along for the improvement of
the common good of the kingdom, the honour and safety of the monarchy, the success
of our arms, and the overthrow of our enemies.

His obedience to the government is sufficiently evident, insomuch, that That never
changed, but He did: his endeavours for public peace are eminently notorious: For in
the late civil war (in spight of all obligations of honour and loyalty to the contrary) he
forsook the king, and carryed over his regiment to the parliament, on purpose (as much
as in him lay) to weaken the royal cause, and by the ruin of that, to bring that war
to an end, that no more rebel blood might be shed, though the great martyr's veins
were drained afterwards without mercy.

So much he then acted for public peace : but what he has advised for public good
would fill a volume up. Who can enough commemorate the shutting up of the exche-
quer, to put the king out of debt? The breaking of the triple league, to prevent the

rowth of France ; the dividing of the fleet that we might be sure to beat the Dutch,
though in the end it cost us a victory; yet certainly his meaning and foresight in it
was to preserve the shipping and the tender lives of the subject ?

Then for the honour and safety of the monarchy ; none so sincere, so steady, and so
faithful as he has been; for the Konour of the king, witness his late speech n parlia-
ment, afterwards printed, and burned by the common hangman ; and for the safety of
the king, witness the cause of his present imprisonment : but for the public safety, what
honours he has despised, what promotions neglected, will appear in the following re-
lation, which certainly the world will never question the truth of, since the main of it
has been taken from his own mouth, that perfect index of his heart and oracle of truth,

In a late paper, printed for the vindication of this matchless patriot, the reader will
find many and extraordinary instances of preferments and honours, which this noble
peer has waved and refused, rather than suffer himself to be bribed from the interest of
the common good: but what he has merely lost in tender pity and compassion te ‘this
poor kingdom of England, and its true protestant religion, ought to be remembered
as long as there 13 a scepter swayed in Poland, or the Turk unconverted.

1 suppose there are very few 1 this kingdom that do not very:-sensibly remember
the late inter-regnum in Poland, and how many illustrious candidates stood fair for-the
election: Sobieski indeed had dune great things for that people; he had kept theit po-
tent enemy, the Turk, from entering any farther upon their frontiers; was great and
popular in the esteem and love of the best army that perhaps they ever had; but-that
was by much too littie to entitle him to-the succession on the throne; it appearing ab-
solutely the interest of that nation, that the great Turk was not only to be beaten, but
he must, in short, also be converted: and who so fit for such an enterprize as he that
next should be promoted to the regal authority ? One that, from th&hi"ﬁh-'phtﬁ‘hé Was
tt;- pAossen, might not enly administer justice to them, but salyation to the greatest part
of Asia.- - 2 ¥ s i 3 '

To find eut such & spirit, one fit for 0 great-and exiraordinary an undertaking, you
‘may imagine the wise diet omitted nd diligence: The constitutions of all the govern-
ments in Europe were looked into, as they stood qualificd both in church and state:
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and whence was it go proper to expect a law-giver, such an oracle as they then want-
ed, but from the best. modelled government, and best disciplined church in the world ?
Therefore, upon strict enquiry, krance appearing too despotic, Spain too uncertain and
irregular, Holland absolutely anti-monarchical, and few or no cf'ncese-mongers in it fit
to make a monarch of, Germany tou near them ; and that if once they ventured upon
a king fram thence, the emperor, upon every like occasion, might be imposing one
threzibnne prince or other upon them to ease his own people: For yoa must note, that
in. Germany princes are quartered upon provinces, as regiments were in England upon
corporations in the time of rebellion, and are indeed the great grievance of the coun-
try. : -

Upon these considerations, you may imagine, quickly the eyes of the whole dict
were cast upon little England; and there, upon whom so sooun as the little lord of
Shaftesbury ¢ Polish deputies were immediately sent post incognito, with the imperial
crown and scepter in a cloak-bag to him. Old Blood" smelt it from Bishopsgate-street,
where they alighted, to his lodging ; and had it not been for an old acquaintance, and
aucient friendship between King Anthony the elect, (for now 1 must call him so) and
himself, 1 am credibly informed, he had laid an ambush for him at the Cock alehouse
by Temple-Bar, where some thirty indigent buliies were eating stufted heef, helter skel-
ter, at his charge, on purpose to stand by, and assist hiw in carrying ofi the hooty.

But Heaven (which, I hope, bas ordained, that no crown shall ever sufier damage for
King Anthony’s sake) took care to preserve this: for the smister designs of the old
Irish crown-monger being yet to be doubted, this prudent Y,riuue (as I am told) having
tryed and fitted it to bis bead, carcfully sent it back again by a trusty messenger, con-
cealed in the hulk or shell of a Holland cheese, taken asuuder merely for that purpose,
and cemented together again by au art fit for no man to know but a king presump-
tive of Poland.

All things thus prepared; bis clection being carryed in the diet so unanimously and
s0 memine contradicente, that no man to this hour ever heard of it but himself; it 1s not
to be imagined how this little Grigg was transported with the thoughts of growing
into a leviathan; he fancied himselt the picture before Hobb's commonwealth already ;
nay, he stopt up his® tap (as I am told) on purpose that his dropsy might swell him
big enough for his majesty, and of a sudden grew so utter an enemy to all republics
and antimonarchical constitutions, that from that hour he premeditated, and laid the
foundation of 3 worse speech than that famous one which he uttered once in our Eng-
lish senate, entituled Delendu est Carthago. - w3 _

But now, upon deliberate and weighty consideration of the great charge he was to
undertake, many difficulties, and of an extraordinary nature, seemed to anise. A pro-
testant king being elected to a popish kingdom, great were the debates within himself,
which way he was to steer his course in the administration of his government, so as to
discharge his conscience, as well in respect of the case incumbent upon him of the souls
of his people,as of the protection of their properties and persons. :

The Great Turk, you have heard before, was to be converted. Now to bring so
mighty a potentate over to the church of Rome spemed utterly c_:lcstru.ctn'c of the pro-
testapt interest, which he has always been so violent a champion for; therefore it is
resolved,. protestant (and true protestant) the Ottoman emperor must be, or nothing.

* Famous for atealing the crown out of the Tower, and many other similar exploitse See his life, among the
Miscellaneous Tracts of this reign, o Y
'® This eodceit of {he tap is'exdained by the writer of Lord Shaﬁ.esb:x_ry"s Life in this manner :—' When he was
sent by the convention to Hollund, as one of their commissioners, to invite home the king, he was overthrown
in & caravan, end received s dagerous bruise between the ribs : This, in process of time, produced an-ulcer,
and laid him under o pecessity to haye bis side opened, which was done in the year 1672, while he was yet chun-
cellor, with so much hazard, and vo much success, that it was esteemed one of the greatest cures that ever was
performed.” Shattesbury was compelled, frony this accident, to wear a silver pipe for dischargivg the bumours
collected in the abscess.
2
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But how (when that was done) to establish the same church in his own dominions?
There was the great question. Whereupon, after due consideration, he resolved, at his
taking possession of that throne, which stood gafing for him, to carry over from hence
such ministers, both of church and state, as might be proper to advise, assist, and sup-
port him, in a design so pious, though so difficult.

Immediately therefore he proceeds to the drawing a scheme of the whole ministry
of his government; and in a large scrowl, whereon was indorsed, in text letters, this
magnificent title; Arcana Imperii Poloniensis sub Begno Augustissimi Principis An-
thonileski Ashleiski primi De: Gratia istius Populi Regis, &c. was contained a list of
all the great oflicers of the crown, and of his household, which (according to the best
light 1 could get into the matter) was as follows :

' Seignioro Ruberto Howardensko,® Our Chancellor.

~————— KEskricski,? Our Treasurer,

Slabberigund Kentelaus,*

Tarsaltun Huntingtonierkew,® Privy Councellors, and lords of our bed

Jalouzien Greyoski,® chamber.

Whiggund Arronowitz,

Loyallin Mordantaiko,? Ad};niral of our fleet, at present under an em-
urgo.

Braggardo Maclesfeildowski,

and fiis two sons,$ Generals of our army.

Thomazo Armstrongeyland,® Captain of a troop of tolerated banditti, to
‘raise arbitrary contributions.
Seigniori Newportoski, Comptroller of our household, and master of

our ceremonies, to shew his civility on one
hand, and his justice on the other,

Fidelio Porterewski, First groom of our bed-chamber, though we
suspect him for little better than a spy to
the pope. '

Richaiski Coolaiski, and his friend, :

Willisko Herbertensko, } Secretaries of state.

Tom Merrayo, Clerk of the council.

Suffolkin Feltonaiko, } Masters of the horse and dog-whippers by

Griffinceper, surnamed the clown, turns.

Buobyan Bridgesmund, } Concealed politicians and counsellors, under

Slowchero Postenowitz, the character and livery of our chair-men.

Don Stephano Volponiester, Another under the disguise of a footman,
but designed pagymaster of our army.

Prince Prettyman Perkinoski, *® Our adopted heir, bedause a little wiser than

our own son, and designed to be offered
to the diet for our successor ; his present
employment (together with the assistance

¥ Persons supposed (o be.of the Shaftesbury faction, and whose names for the most part are too significantly
indicated to need any explanation, The most remarkable may however be noticed.

s Sir Robert Howard, son of the Earl of Berkshire. '

3 Lord Howard of Escrick, afterwards an evidence for the king against Russell and Sidoey.

4 The Earl of Keat. s Lord Huntingdon, the wellshung Balaam of Dryden’s Saire,

¢ Lord Gray, whose wife is said to have iutrigued with Monmouth,

? Lord Mordauot, one of the petitioning lords, as were all the above.

* a4 Macclesfield. -

® Sir Thomas Armstrong, afterwards execoted,~a man of loose character and habits.

*° Duke of Moumouth, called Perkin by the tories;* Theie was & stury of hus curing the evil
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of the princess his sister) is to cure the
plica or king’s evil of this country, in case
our own majesty should fail of that vir

tue.
Siingibeski Betheliski, Chief headsman of Warsaw, *
Francisco Turnspitanski, Esquire of our body, in case he will pro-
: . mise not to sell his place.
The Valiant Russillaus, Captain of our guards, and knight of the

halter, a new order té be instituted at
our coronation.*

Cappellanoff le Grand, Intended viceroy of the first kingdom our
general shall conquer. 3

Madona le bella Croftesia, g Lady Abbesses for two protestant nunneries,

Poultneyinda la Pruda, to b.e established for the use of us and our
ministers.

Everardo Fitz-henerisho, To write libels against us by our own con-
sent, to bring us into favour with our

. people. *
Jean Drydenurtzitz, Our poet laureat, for writing panegyrics up-

on Oliver Cromwel, and libels against
his present master, King Charles 11. of
England. ®

Tom Shadworisk:, His deputy. ®

Sodomito Fanshawiski. Designed our ambassador to the Grand Seig-
nior, with a present of protestant hand-
some boys, in order to his conversion.

This was the best account I could possibly get of the matter. There were indeced a
reat many more nominated to offices and preferments, but, not being able to gain a
perfect catalogue of them, I have contented myself with barely a recital of such things
as, upon my own knowledge, I dare recommend to the world for truth ; and that, to
the best of my remembrance, I have exactly observed in the foregoiug relation.

But, in the very height of all this expectation, one night, as his majesty-elect lay
musing in his bed, restless with the thoughts and expectation of the ap]proachin em-
pire, there appeared to him, by the light of a lamp that was burning in his chamber, a
dreadful and most monstrous vision ; the shape and ﬁz?rure of it was very confused and ir-
regular : sometimes it looked like the whore of Babylon, naked, and of immense privi-
ties. Presently, in the twinkling of an eye, the form was changed, and it appeared
like a justice of peace strangled by a crew of ruffians, who afterwards ran him through
the body with his own sword, that it might be thought he hanged himself. Of a sud-

* Slingsby Bethel, while sheriff, was insolent to those who suffered for the popish plot.  When Lord Staf-
ford, on the scaffold, prayed him to compose the tumult of the rabble that he might die ja peace, the sheriff
replied, brutelly, ¢ We have orders to stop no one’s breath but yours.” Lo

* Lord Russell, in the case of Lord Stafford, questioned the king's power to commute the punishment of
treason into decapitation. - Thix Charles did not forget when Itussell himself was under sentence: “ He shall
find,” said the king, * in his own case, that ] have that power which he denied me in that of another.”

¥ Capel, Earl of Essex, whose discontent is said to have arisen from his not being named lovd-licutemant of
Ireland. A -

¢ Everard and Fitzhzrris were concerned.in drawing up a-libel against Charles; but the latter, Iiss fortunate
than preceding witnesses und libellers, had the mischaice to be hanged. o e

$ Dryden soon after cleared himself from the charge of disaffection, by writing Absalom and Achitophel .
and the Medal, but was then supposed to be engaged against the court.

& Thomas Shadwell, the dramatic author, satirized by Dryden under the name of Og.
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den it was altered agaiy, and seemed a troop of * pilgrims, armed with black bills, that
came from the Lord knows whence, landed the Lord knows where, and are gone the
Lord knows whither. His majesty seeing it vary so often and so terribly, (calling up
all the faith he had to his assistance) boldly demanded, In the name of, &c. what art
thou ? Instantly, after a teirible clap of thunder, attended with several flashes of
lightning, it centracted itself into the shape of a doctor of Salamanca, and in-an ifide-
ous tone cried out, < I am a plot; woe to England; farewell“till 78,” and vanished,
No sooner was it gone, but a stupid amazement seized upon the majesty of Poland, and
cast him into a deep sleep, where he lay till morning ; when, awaking, he found him-
self'stript of all the high aspiring thoughts that before had filled his mind ; pity and
compassien towards his native country utterly cooled his ambition ; and from that mo-
ment he laid by all thoughts of converting the Turk, and resolved to stay at home for
the confounding the pope.

Thus has this good man (for now he is no more his majesty) again refused the greatest
promotion that, perhaps, any subject.of England was ever raised to, merely to stand
in a gap here, and stay the plague that was coming upon us. -

Sir, what justification of him may be gathered from the truth of this, and his pre-
sent condition, 1 leave to your better judgment, and subscribe myself

Your humble servant, &c.

A4 List of Abhorrors, or the Names of such Persons as were lately under Custody of the
Serjeant-at-Arms, Jor Abhorring and other Misdemeanours.

The petitioners are those who called upon the king, by petition, to summon the parliament. These
applications were highly diaRleasin g to Charles, whose followers, to balance them, made equal-
ly violent addresses, expressing their abhorrence of tumultuary petitions, Almost every county
and town was thus divided into Petitioners, and Addressers or Abhorrers, as they were sometimes
called. The former experienced, on occasion of presenting their petitions, the royal frowns;
while the latter were, in a very summary manner, committed by the House of Commons to the
custody of their serjeant. This arbitrary course was ended by the refueal of one Stowel to submit to
their arrest, which contempt the House was fain to pass over, by voting that he was indisposed.

Charles was much glarmed at petitions so similar to those which had been the prologue to
the troublés in his father’s time, and was wont to say, * They may beat out my brains, but they
shall not cut off iny head.” ' '

Sir Robert Yeomans. Mr John Hutchinson.  Sir Thomas Holt.
Mr Harnage. - Mr Hea. Waldson. - Mr Arth, Yeomans,
Mr Joseph Pagett, } Clerks, M Tho. Warre. - Mr Willi: Jordam.
Mr Rich. Thomson, * Mr Edw. Strode. * Mr John Lawes.

1 See Oates’s Discoveries of the Popish Plot,
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Mr Edw. Brett, Mr Tho. Hertbert. Mr Hen. Aulnet. -
Captain Castle. Mr Tho. Staples.

These are the contents ; the chapter follows.

Magna Charta, . 29. No freeman shall be taken, or imprisoned, or be dis-
seized of his freeho‘iz “or liberties, or free customs, or be outlawed, cxiled, or any
otherwise destroyed.. Nor we will not pass upon him, nor condemn him, but by law-
ful judgment of his peers, or by the law of the land, &c.

5 Bdwardi I11. cap. 9. Item, It is enacted, That no man from henceforth shall
be attached by any accusation, nor fore-jud@ed of life or limb, nor his lands, tenements,
goods, or chattles seized into the king’s hands against the form of the Great Charter,
and the law of the land ; that is, according to the statute 25 Edwardi I11. cap. 4. by
indictment, or presentment of good and lawful people of the same neighbourhood, where
such deeds be done, in due manner, or by process made by writ-original at the com-
mon law. ‘

28 Edwardi I11. cap 8. Item, That no man, of what estate or condition that he be,
shall be put out of land or tenement, nor taken, nor imprisoned, nor disinherited, nor
put to death, without being brought in answer by due process of the law.

Fiat justitia et ruat celum,

If any man be dissatisfied with the coherence of the contents and the chapter,-let him
read the Lord Chief-Justice Coke’s Institutes, part 2. chap. 9. upon Magna Charta.

THis map be printed to prevent falge vepores, the fact and Iaw being botb true,
I do appoint Mr Benjamin Harris® to print this, that it may appear to all true Eng-

lish protestants that he once printed truth.
G. T.

A Letter from a Person of Quality to his Friend, about Abhorrors and Addressors, &c.
1682.

From the answer, reply, rejoinder, and reduplication which taok place upon this letter, and which
follow it in the collection, it would seem to have made a great impression when first published.
From. several passages it would seem, that the antagonist considered the piece as proceeding
from the pen of Shaftesbury himself. This, however, is denied on the other side ; but it was
probably written under biy eye, and corrected by him.

The crisis at which it was Written was of the utmost importance to both parties. Shaftesbury was
no mﬂz_ﬁbﬂ-md“fgom 4he Tower ‘by the verdlet ol fgnoramus, than, to counterbalance the
triomph which his party' had obtained, the tories, in the principal towns and counties of Eng-

! Benjamin Harris' figures as the great whig publisher of this age of controversial pamphlets, Most of the
acconnts of the plots are p_r'mbed for this bookseller.
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land, thronged to the crown with addresses, expressing in the strongest langnage their ab.
horrence of the primciples coutained in the model of associalion found in Shaflesbury’s closet,
and produced on his trial, ;
¢ The immediate effect,” says Ralph, * of this second round of addresscs, was onc of the sharp-
est and rudest controversies that ever disgraced the press, or amused the people; for the ex-
periment had no sooner began to operate, than a paper was published under the title of A Let-
. ter from a Person of Quality to his Friend, nbout Addressers and Abhorrers ; in the former part
of which, the success it met with is ascribed solely to the artifices of the court, the practices of
1he clergy, and the ambition, servility, depravity, corruption, and prejudices of the gentry ; aud,
in the latter, it is asserted, that the paper called the Association, which was thus pelled at, was
a man of straw of their sctling up: That Gwyn, who prelended to find it, was Seymouy’s cred-
ture, and Shaftesbury’s known enemy ; and that all the papers reserved at council were marked
by his lordship’s agent Wilson or Starkley, whereas this was marked by neither. Theé drift of
all was to dissuade persons from shewing any countenance to this device, and concluded with
thesc words : © But you are not to set your helping hand to these things ; there is a God above
that will certainly enquire after such matters: And, if you have patience but a while, the
wicked that thus prosper, their place shall know them no more.
It happened, unfortunately for the party thal this paper was calculated to serve, that it abound-
ed more with resentment than discretion. It charged the greatest part of the nobility and gen-
try with having lost their senses ; it said that many of them had been corrupted by a vile and
sordid education under the clergy ; it said that without the help of universily learning it was
not possible to imngiine how the protestant religion could be preserved under a popish prince;
and it called upon the person to whom it was addressed to consider, when it should become
notorious that all hunours and advaulages were conferred upon none but the duke’s creatures,
how Jong the dissolute and drunken part of the nobility and gentry would hold out as confessors
for the protestant church of England. Whoever uses ill language in a controversy -that regards
great numbers of men, is sure to have the whole hive aboul bis ears; and serves his adversary
more by his indecency, than he hurts him by his infercnces.  This was no sccret to those who
undertook to answer this ; and they accordingly bronght forward all those broad and coarse ex-
pressions, accompanied with suitable remarks, and thereby more advantaged their cause than
they could bave done by ever so clear a deduction of facts, or ever so strong a chain of argu-
ments.”—Raven, 1. 670.

«

SIr,

I received yours of the sixth of January, and find your bishop and lord-lieutenant
are carrying on very furiously an address of abhorrence of the association, pretended
to be found amongst my Lord Shaftesbury’s papers, and of ignoramus juries. 1 find
you also are afraid not to be thought a loyal subject, or a good son of the church if
you do not join in it ; and therefore you are pleased to ask my judgment, whether the
signing of it-can be of as much prejudice to you as the refusal evidently will? If I
shall answer you according to the rule of the apostle, ¢ Let every man speak truth to
his neighbour,” you must expect plainness and freedom in my reply, without which
you may have flattery, but cannot possibly attain advice. As for your gentlemen of
quality and estate, that you find generally go these high-ways, and call it the support
of the monarchy and the church; when you consider how many of them have been
secretly converted to the Romish faith, and remain as yet church-papists ; how many
of them gape after honours and preferments from the court ; how many the power and
dominion in their own country, aud the retaining the office of deputy-lieutenant, or
justice of peace, does enslave ; and how many the sordid and vile education they have
had under the clergy does corrupt, you will not wonder that the yeoman and. plain coun-
tryman hath kept his senses, when the greatest part of the nobility and gentry have
lost theirs. Are there so blind a generation as they that do not see how deeply the
churchmen have repented their departing from Rome ? and how fixed they are in reso-
lutions and interests to return back again upon.the first opportunity. Is it posstble for
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s man without the help of university learning 0 imagine the protestant religion pre-
served under '&.ﬁ:pulrpnnce; that shall not only have the nomination of bishops in his
own time, but hath had that and most church preferments in his predecessor’s ? Con-
sider, when all places ‘are and shall be given, and all honours and advantages conferred
upon none but his creatures, how long the dissolute and drunken part of our -nobility
and geatry will hold out as. confessors for the protestant church of England! The
atu&' of these worthy gentlemen, and the reliance that men of honour or worth
can have upon them, csanot be better demonstrated than by the great zeal, and true
care of thesr religion and country, expressed by Sir William Portman, Sir Nathaniel

Napper, and'several others of the last Oxford parliament, in their vigerous carrying

on'Ptﬁ bill against the Duke of York ; and yet no sooner sent home into their own
country and dissolved, but they address against themselves, calling themselves little

less. than mﬁes and traitors, and ackrowledging the king's great justice and wisdom

n ing them packing. ‘L :

I would ask you, Should a popish prince hereafter have a desire to hang any man
that was too busy in the protestant cause, whether he had more to do than to make a
beggarrlg, necessitous, or bigot gentleman sheriff of that county, and send down his pri-.
vate orders to-the lord-lieutenant, who shall return a grand jury of lieutenants and ensigns
that shall never.find ignoramus ; and & petty jury of sesjeants and corporals; before
whom lrish witnesses may be believed ; especially if care be taken that the lord-lieutenant
be so good a churchman as to take his tutor in the university for governor of his affairs
and fortune ever after ? i

‘T would only ask you seriously, Whether, without the experience you have bad of
this age, you could have imagined the gentry thanking the king, and addressing to
him for dissolving a parliament, and acknowledging his majesty’s goodness in promi-
sing to govern by parliaments, when, in several years of the greatest distress and dan-
ger of the mation, they have been dissolved and prorogued so often without their ad-
vice taken ? Could you have supposed a judge of this land, bringing an address from
Hereford, and Sandars, an eminent man in the law, bringing .another from himself
and his companions, ' directly contrary not only to the law of the land, but to the law
of all nations, common sense, and reason ? They tell you of a paper called an Associ-
ation, found amongst my Lord Shaftsbury’s papers ; this they set up as a man of straw,
and . fight against it ; and it is resolved that addresses-shall go round the nation to this
purpose. What can this mean but to persuade the world that the protestants have
yet a plot, which hath been attempted so often by the popish and arbitrary party to
be made believed. But if these gentlemen have read the proceedings at the Old Bailey,
published by authority, of that matter, which is.in many places short of and difterent
from the truth; yet that tells the worid, and them that read it, that it was not possi-
ble for the judges, as well as jury, to thiak the Earl of Shaftsbury guilty. We have
always acconnted the said earl among the statesmen of the age, but we must put him
into.the idiets college, if we can suppose that he should make so infamous and mean
persons his.counsellors, and talk treasen so freely to them. LBooth, the most known and

* # Some of the Middle Temple, beaded by Mr Saunders, one of the couucil against Lord Shaftesbury, went
30 far ay to declare, That they thought themselves, by reason of their profession, more obliged than others to
declnre it as their :_fpiﬂan, that the execruble paper produced against the Earl of Shaftsbury contained most

osy ‘éhid’ appareit themmons, ‘more 'mantfestly tending to the ruin of his majesty’s dominions than the old
petritical selesurn league and eovenimt mu{ that whosoever promoted ‘that rebellious association, designed
b]ﬁtlﬂﬂm or coantensnoed the same by refuping, upon full evidenge, to find bills of indictment pgainst
y\a&lw apd pron sh &g, had, in.a bigh measure, perverted the Jaws; and could have no nther
ekl § ereby1hiun 'to usurp to themselves an arbitrary and bi:yrannica] dominjon not only over his majesty’s
wibjedts; But'over By mujesty alw.Rarra’s History, 1. 669, | :
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