










~ •• The best acco.tlt of this affair is that of Edwards, given to Sir GilbtrL Talbot, to this eff~t :-Aoboal 
thr e week. Wore Blood made bia I&l~mpt upon the crown, he came to the 1'ower in the habit of u c1erl4Ym' 11, 
wit.b a long t'iollk. cassock, lind canonical girdle, and brought a woman with bim, wLich he ca.lled bl$ wife. 
thougll hm "ife was then 8ick in LllncQshire. 'fbi. pretend d wife de~ired to see the cro"o, and, "avin ... een it, 
pretended to Mvl' a qualm upon her atomach, and de ired the keeper of the CrQWD, old MI' Ed Ilrd, to n 
for II()l1'Ie &pirit!l, wbv immedilftl'Jy caused hi Wife to fetcb II9me. When ahe had drank, Mrs 1:;11 ard in .. 
vited bel't.o repoae herself upon a bed, whicb .be accepted of, and 000 recovered. At their departure t~ey de
clared t.bemifJllle& verytbankful for thiS respect, About three days after Blood came agam to r.Jr Edward 
with a present o((our pair of. fine new gloves for his w'Ce; Rnd hating tbus begun the quaintance, made (re! 
(luent viSits to i~prove it, pr?fessillg that be sbould ~ever ,ufficiently aC~DOwledge tbei! k,~dllfllS. Having !Dade 

me tmall Nlpl Qf compliments, he returned 11&810, alld wtd Mrs Ed ard ' that hiS Wire could di olme of 
Mtbing but of the kindness of tbe go9(\ people in the Tower; that she II d long tudied, aud at length bethougQ' 
hel'lielf of a handsome waf or reqUital. • You have: said be, ' a ~reUy g_ntJewoma.n to your dau3ht.er, and [ 
have II yoong nephew, wtlo bl\ll tWQ or three hllndl1ld a year in land, and i. at my disposal; if your d ugbter i, 
free, alld you approve of it, I wiJI bring him hither to .. her, and we win enclayour to lOab h a DK\CCh. 
l'hi w e8llilyas&mled to by old Mr EdwlO'ds. who iMUed the pretended panen to dine "idi hill that day 
all be as ~dily _.pted the IOvilatioll, who. taJ,.i"i upun him w say grace, per(ol1D d it with Iira(ul.r de.O-: 
tion an4 lifting up of eyes; and al 0 coucluded b,.long-winded bleslling with a hearty pray~ for the killK. queen, 
and roya.l fumily. Aner dinner he went to 'S\! the rooms, and di covering a hand,ome case or ,!lItol there, h. 

, e pressed a g~at dente to buy them, to I'te nt to a young lord, wbo wu hm neigbbour, proM"', 10 4i rm 
tll bous a!ain t the time he intended to pllt his design in esecution. At biB departure, whicl'l wu with a ca
nonical ben. diction of thf' good company, he ppoinled a day ~nd hour to bring his young oeph«::w to JUIl mia
tl~, ",hi h 111'8 tha~ ~ry day that he mad his bold aU mpt, the 9th of May, about seve)) in the morning. 

co At that tittle the old man. ""n got up, rClldy to r c(';ve hi guelt, Ilnd the daughter bad PQL bel'lClf into 
ller ~st drl'8s, to n!Cei." her gallant, when, according to apllt intm Ill, Jlarson BLood, wilh three more, came to 
the j -bo~ ,.lIarrMd wi h r»p .. r-bl t.'!I in thei r canes, and everyone dagger and a pair of pock t.", h. 
Two of hi companions pnttred il1 with him, and the third laid at tho door for a carf-ful waLch. Tbe d"ulhter 
thQugh~ it not modest for her to (:om(' down t II he wa called, but sent her maid to take a view of the com-

"JlllDY, ahe! ~o bring ber a delCription of the pel'llon of he~ g!tllalll. The maid imagined tbat be who staId at the 
dijot \\'11 the intend bridegroom, becau~ he "'a, the yo .. geat in the compall)l" and returned to ber youllg 
mistm with the character IIhe had formed of b~ perwo. ' 10 the iatori~ Ulood toW N .. Edw.rdt at ltey 
,ould not &0 tip ta11'i »I) bi wife ame, aod.dea.ired him to sbew b" friendi 'be crowD. &0 Pf&!II ••• y &it ti," 

till then. AI\ MXlD a the, wertt f'otered the room where the crown Wat kept, aDd tbe door, .. uluaf, w~ shut 
hehind them, thE'Y tbre\~ a cloak O\'er the old man', bead, aDd clapped a gag ia hit- MOoill, .hich wu a ftMt 
plug of wood, with a small 'hole to take breath, that Wat N wida a xed leathir,. wlUO w • ." rHnd hiu8Clt. 
A t the same time tbey fa8teoted an iron heak to ' a,oae, that no 110 mIght past from him ..... y, H4 . 
th1l8 ured him fro c:r,ill~ Ol/t, LiJeY.l)li.illly told !aim tlaat t~ey were resolved ,to bave the I;«)WI), J10be, and 
. ptre; and if he wQul~ qUIetly ubmlt to It, they would spare hiS life, othetwlse be mllit ~t no ... re • 
fIe tbereul,on (orced hitoseM to make all the noiSf' he possibly eould to be heard above, upon wh\Cb the1 \.Roc: .. 
ed him down with a woo~n l1'IaHet, tlnd told bint if be tf&Uld be .... i« they wotll41 ap&re !all life; but if not, 

pun the Ilext attempt to discover them, they would kill him, and pointed I'De d at hit b"*~ Sull be 
.Ilrah_ t.-£ ~ '* r noi-, at wbich t.bey cave, bi,1Il nine qr teo IIlO~ ~ke$ u~ the beaiJ witb 
til maRet, _ bbe4 bi~ ~~ the Veil,. The poor man, ahDOIt fo"ncore yean old, fell, aDd lay r.r lOme time 
f'.ntr&QCed, hen 00«1 of them klleeling.on tbe ground to try if he brea~, .04 DOt pe~ri" any rea'" ~rora 
him, .. ht, c~" dead, H warrant hIm! r Edward , ~. b&de, ~ hilt ~ aet4 ~~ 
iL" (0 b .... ' _ ~t, lay "I'J quiedy. CUllchllli. Mnt dead. they QlQIC.Ilat fIQ tit bit IaaDdl .. 
hind' aDd Par .t:_ ~,~ ~ .. tPobe 111&0 ~ b"""'a ~100Il k. ~ c:ro~ ~ , 
_ w.J .. file ~.lICept ... iD lWO, becaa too luDg \.0 ~8l'1l coD,eb.eollv, and t .... ~, 
It into ... broullat for pete. :Bllt ~1Ote ~hi (Oul be cIontI, y~nc Mr tct1ri&rd ,. 10. of,.,. old aep-
tteman, 1* COIde frdsD to Mtl ., tba' .,.., "'~It tIt.& '.. iICai... d •• ia, .' *" 
deer, .... b' 1Pnh be i .a ck f' ,., ...... II~. . ~ LNK he ~. ~ ~i"l.~ jf ~ "*d ~ 

__ . 'hi'" wit.h it l ana: 1IJQ\ ~ ... i,.-_""bt .at ~,~1 
• &be ceo&inel gate Bode. of &It .,ifl alfiVl.Il.~'" .., ,,..~ 

~_Otl~tiaf. ue. DOt ..... • \111)" Okl!, ....... '" 1 . O\lt, • T,...,.. • I' TIHI _up_, til., 
rua&toci at IIpoA _ Tower-lWl, aDd cried • 'ftlUOA! crown 
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T~ ct. 

H ret, which it ca not b expected 
h dO ed ; e co eque ICe of the hole proceeding, which were hi pardon, 
n~t on~y fbr hi~ .If ":ld his ofollo~vers" or rather as istants and accomplic , togeth r 
with ,r II on mto hIs majesty s favour, were a ured sio-ns that he had given 
that ti faction! which, if they that received it were willing toO accept, no person el e 
h d r a on to ml doubt. 

Thi i evid nt,. th t soon after De borough, Kel ey, and others appeared public Iy 
ab~u the town, coming over from Holland, and surrendering them elve t,n his maj ty, 
whIch, by whom ever procured, might be thought a good piece of service at that time, 
when th two nation of England and Holland being embroiled in open wars, the con. 
duct and advice of such persons might have been of no small prejudice to U' and ad
v ntage to the ellemy. 

However, it was publickly taken notice of, that Mr Blood was daily with the said 
per ons at the me time, at Mr White's Coffee-Hou e, behind the Royal Exchange, 
where they met iu a room oy themselves: so well and smoothly did Mr Blood, both 
then nd ince, behave himself among those that are called the Di entlng Party. 

But as ingratitude is a "ice that reigns among all sorts of religions, and all the va
rietie of 0 inioDs, it i not without good presumptions thought that tho e very people, 
tht\t in ome m asure may be aid to have owed their Itves to his painful endeavour; 
have ince been '0 unkind as to prove altogether off their duly meri ted acknowledg
ments. 

Wh t is to be said as to his late troubles, there is little but what is already in print, 
or the common town~ta l k. 

He ays, or else it is said for him, that he was desired by the woman that keeps the 
8t John's-Head, or Heaven.Tavern, to come and speak with her at such time. 

Th t. upon his coming to her, she told him that two shabby fellows had been ith 
her sometime before, to tell her that they had omething of great con equence, iu re
fer nee to the welfare of the publick, to reveal, but that they wanted a discreet person 
t~ m nage it. 

That thereupon Mr Blood made answer, that if there were any thing fit to be taken 
noti e of, he would bring them to those that had sufficient authority to take notice 0 
it, and thereupon promised to meet the persons. 

That upon bis second coming to speak with the discoverers, they refused to speak 
with him; for th t, understanding he was the person wi th whom they were to di course, 
they averred they would have nothing to do with him, for that he was the Duke of 
Buckingham's friend. 

That thereupon the woman of the house, that M r Blooo might see she had not told 
him < lye, per uaded one of the persons to shew himself to M r Blood. 

,Who, to that purpo e, as he passed by tepped into the room where Mr Blood was ,. 
and going in, told that he and his tellows had business of great concernment to dis
cover, but could not then by reason of another appointment, and so concluded upon 
anoth r day. 

'that.Mr Bradley upon this came to 'him to his house, and told him she beH&ved tho 
fello w were rogues and trapans, and advised him to seize the-tn, and carry them before 
a magi b'8.te. • • 0 •• 

TRllt Mr Blood, w~ighin the consequence of t~ltl ~oman s ·auvlce, ~ndo bemg lO
f"nned by her of their 14 glDgs, ccordmg to the dIrectIon of Qne r CurtI, went to 

w lid _1e the croWn, ~ou h.e wa not 0 b ppy to corry it off,) n p1 yer ~t .mall games, he, ev~n h • the 
i{tuu colonet as tbb Ibllm-plot ~ayv. WII t bave been destroyrd by the papIst. It seem these papIsts would 

let 00 m. p:Otestllnt be safe. Bot om~ amends w re made' tbe colonel, by tbe Ie oJ the arrative, Iicen d . 
Tho. • h had be.m strange if so much mi chief had been surring, and he not come in for a smac ."-
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Dr Ch.ml,.,i,in. 0'" <If .... . ~ -of tlv .. ,....,.,·, .. tbe ...... .,. ofj 'Ml4dI_/ ind 
told him the alory, who thereupon not only gave Nr Blood hi. warrant, but aCCdm-
p8llied him tin tae exeCl.ltiOD C1f his wtl1'Ut. . . 

That two person. were by him ·.pp ... he"" .... 'by the names ef P~ .. Codm nd 
Samuel Ryther. 

That, upon tlleir apprehension and first examination l!Ie,erany, i Ibefolle"Dr-.tl1amber. 
Jain, they lIeemoo to wonder what he:! ·meaQ& when he \Old them be-hell~' they 'k'otw df 
a plot, and wanted a 'magistrate to reveal it to. . ', 'I 

Thel Ibereupon the justice of the peace told them aU that Mr Blood hed ·tt\Id him 
concerning their diacourse with Mrs Uradley., and their appointment of ''m~ing M'r 
Blood. 

That to this one of them, viz. Codan, rerlied, that it was about the Duke of 'Buck. 
ingham, who, he &aid, owed them se.vera huDdreds of pounds upon an lCcount of 
wage., aDd that they· wanted some body that wu able to cope with him ; ,to whon) one 
Curtis, standing by, replied in these words: 

" How! did not I bear you ia)', at such a place, that you knew of a greater plot .ret 
undiscovered than either M'r Oates or Mr. Bedloe had hith~rto made out~" To WhlCh 
the ~id Codan ga,:,e J]~ sa~isfaotory aDlwer; and Ryther prote5ted he knew· nothiog 
of a plot. or auy thlug hke It. . . 

Thal.lo aU this .tbe doctor urged, that it ""II ·not to be that any discreet person shou"ld 
be so overseen as to interpose between master and servant about wages, espe-ciaO), $0 

¥rtat a penon ilf t.be,uuk was, and therefOre that could Dot be the reason of their meet. 
109 at Heaven. 

TbM \hflCU(lQD one of them, starting up in a "ioIent passion bcfQl'"e the justice of 
the ~.", ''IJQ[e that he would be revenged upon the Duke of Buckingham: anti that 
be w<Mi .swear a.ny ~bil;\g "bat could tend to the doing him a pl't'judice, and that he 
l)in\Self WOJlkl s.weat' !;iodomy against him. ' 

l 'u..t .upo.u this the just~ce of the peace, having told them that he neither dirl he"lit.',re 
nor would bear any thing relating to the duke. Baked them jointly. what \l'as the rea~on 
they 11'0 aw~ at the sight of Mr Blood, at Mrs Bradley's·r To whlch they I't'phed. 
tBa., t~y \fete tnistruatful of "inl, because tbey had heard he was the duke's friend. 

That thereupon Dr Chamberlain, taking them for impertinent ftllJows, dismitsed 
them, with directions to coniider what they had said. and to attend him at su\.·h a ti·me 
at. his hQI.Is.e, wb$:re he woul4 bt rudy to hear whatever they had to discover concern. 
iag aQY plot. 

That accordingly they came with one Whitaker and Jenks, where Me Blood like .. 
wite a\l.epcJ.,cd. At what time Dr Cb.aelberlaia asking them the meaaidg of thdr fbrm. 
er .huffling .toriet, they replied, they had a iartber design to carryon for the good of 
dN: plJb1i¢, . bu.t w,-uW ·oome ·to no. particulars j whereupon Dr Chamberlain di,miUed 
til"",. . 

'fh"t spon after, Sir W. W. lent for Mr Blood to a tavern in Westminlter, whither 
when he: came, he found Ryther. Codan, Whitaker, and Jenks, in Sir William~a com~ 
paDY,; and, what more surprieed bim, h.e found Ryther and CodaD in a genteel e!iui. 
pa~~ aud. aJamo.d.c accoQ~rem~n.tllt Wh01U ~ looked UpOD before as very meaD (enow •• 

1 hat. presently then Sir. Wilham told blm he ·was very much troubled. fot.~ 
nire !>to had "rought \li..,aeli inlo, fi>rtbat Ry!hcr aDd Coda •• ere com.""'.,....1ip. 
Qi1 uat.b, tbat h~ .~ aUemp~d several ti_a '0 corrupt them with mODey ao.4 ··oiber 
rewards, to swear SOdomy again·at t~ Du~c of Buckingham. I • . 

. I ff(),~ ~ ~\in9 ~~ ~pl,k~~.fMQ-o ~. ~ told in ."!tk ]Noodl .... I,*;~,i. I)."~ :"",i·~. to 
t11w:t\tI~~ .~~r ... ~ b*IP~j{ ~~ IJI4MW ~ tlle lQ("u.at.lon a.pWt\ !W()k' . Of , ...... ,"", .. "I'a.a
ttrpluUedby Ihe &rop ano.en wbom.beller.,_entiotllo At .11)' rate, Buc.kinthaai· ~4I .•• ?*!': • . "" 



That..· upbQ.rMr lJiood's making strange of it, Coden started up and confirmed dIe 
same. 

That thereupon Mr Blood asked them how they could be 80 impudent as to invent 
such a thing Agaiost him whom they had never 6«n but ooce at Heaven, Rnd aoother 
time with Dr Chamberlain? 

That \hereupon Mr Whi&aker aad M·t Jenks stood up, and bld Mr Blood be honest 
anti j"t,t lod cooftse. To whom Mr Blood replied, You that have het:n these two ye: ... 
)a~t t'mploved to asperse me, could you find no better invention than lhi li r 

That .ner thi .. Mr Blood directing hi' discourse to Sir William Waller, delliroo of 
him to know the meaning: of 'he whole atory, which Wat a t.hing &0 unknown to him~ 
seU: UfK'D which Mr Whitaker and Mr Jenks jointly affirmed Codan and Ryther to 
be honcst men, and presst'd Sit William fOr justice. 

That thereupon Sir William desired Mr Blood very civi lly to put in bail; to whw:h 
Mr U!ood replied, thll he would consider of it, and 80 for that time went about his 
occaSions. 

That the next morning he went to Sir William'!J house for a copy of hi! mittimus, 
which at length was grantet.l him. 

That the- ned day he was met by a coDI.ble. who .told him he had 8 warrant against 
him ftom Sir William Waller. mistaking a mittimus for a warraut, and therrupon he 
went away with the conatable to a ta'fern, where he continued under. restraint of the 
con.table .several hours. 

Thai while he W,g under CliStody, Sir William, apprehensive of some mistake. as i. 
pretended, 8ent one .of the witnesses to the constable to know how he had disposed of 
Mr Blood. and w-hcther he had carried hirn to prison; who maoe answer, that. he had 
hot sufficient authOrity for so doing. and that Mr Blood might bring him into trouble 
for 10 doing. as not baying been carried benne a justice of peace, as he ought to have 
been firat of all. 

That thereupon the witness Wf"nt back to Sir '¥iltiam. and not long after ftturocd to 
tbe COO8tabte. and brought him a wI.rrant to seize Mr Blood, and fur want of bail to 
c'UTI him \0 the Gatehuu.e. . 

] bat UPOD tba.t warrant, Afr Blood gave io bail before Sir William Pou.ltney to a. 
swer the accusatioo. 

UpGD which ,accusation, Mr Blood with the rest were found ,~jlty. 
The verdict being given in against them, his grace the Duke of Buckingham lay. a 

great ac\H>n of 8condu.ltl1" "lagmJtum against Mr lUood, whereby he was forced for re .. 
fuge to the King's Bench, where I will leave him until the next term, at which time I 
!lhall>befarther capacitated tocelarge upon this wbject ; and wherea!l at this time I have 
acq,uainu:d ,yo'u of tb!Dg. coocerniD8' this bu.iness only by report, ] shall eodeavo.ur to 
Lc:opII'l4 a Gore ncar 10lptttor mytelf as to what may ensue upon the whoW, that 10 aU. 
thingo 1 -.r appr ... my .. l~ 

Sir, 
Yours ready to be commaadeG, 

R. n, 

l\re i~&n at ~ apt.... h m&y be o1ts~"t'd. thot bi. grace "u not ~boTe suspicion u to lhe abo-
mi ____ ~~. A1l ."i&ntrn UpOIl hi' Jou of fBvour, in 167., rUIII thaI : 

o. ~ ..... , ,1D6Il (a.l1, If Nt, grieli ar. 
Iu "1M, ,wo, thftllt., fUUf fanlli ll's; 
mea \hil Mao oren there Wit' I'(feBlIUffOW 
III a-,.GMna, SodOlll, and Goaotrah." 



SIR, . 
I make no doubt but •• 'the fb",g..i~' li<l<ount:of' tfIe· ..... HemmkaIJI. ' Jllft""lt ... ,iIf'. 

Ih< life ofMr BlOod did hi.."". m"sure'_l'.1,,..ur"""'io,lly.' "" lik~wiitt l)y'wblOt 'f 
promistd in the conclusioh, it left 'YfM ·in·:e»putatibn:m; M8,e7 tla,,;d'-bMtMd )t'f~I~ 
to have made' what -use 'I cotrid oot1)/·of. trry ' 01I'tI ':fr.Iend's'· .. c~u.i~Cft.:lWith, bJi'ft,I . ..p 
have procured a true information ohn.nyJo~ maferial~· lthdugb"miDUtt"'OOCd~t!I 
of sO -aingu'lar a life, which nO'·man bot the penoD 'him~lfwas ·,a.ble f3tgi~~~th /the 
true light of those circumstances that made them, -85 tl> him, bb&er"able~ wlYor~eld~ 
ot never set about any thing 'which was -1\ot i.spired .hy isomewbat 'abo"e 't.ht-~JII'oft 
principles of conduct·: -but the ,lasttenn ·Bf hmmnitire:hatr preYeMttl'the16l'fl').whef'tht 
( .. I told you) I hoped ·tot-e ...... ' capacit ... d ·tl> R'"" you a ' l.rge"8< .. ()un~dt"t""t 
subject, and the -death- of that 110ta.i man ·contines· now' my relation to what '~eded 
and was .u~uent to his- -end. . . 
, I left mm in'· the King's Hench. ihto which he had turhed 'himsdfoVt'r' by.' lmheai 
~rpU5 from the Gatehousc ; 'but his istay 'W.s not .Iong there,; for. ha:nng StilteD ~ttrit1 
for ~Iis imprisonment, 'he "returned- to Ihi. ·own· hmlJe lin <the 8dwiing-Allej; in W"tl 
mio8ter, not far from dle ··bouge of 'Sir Willtam ~W.ller. When ' he ""'9' thus I't"tlted nnt'6 
the quiet reoeS8 of his o~Q. 'Private habitation, '11e 'began with more than· ordinary ··ctJITIi: 
cern tQ 'reflect upon ·bi&-coadition, both '."00 his personal reputation and ·the fttt(~"1 
of his family; the one he-saw'extremely blasted, not through.any injustice 'oifthe cou .. t; 
bilt ·(as he ' still affirm'ed) ,the- imalice of ~D~mie.; and the other in a pfolntbte. way of 
ruin, partly by disappbM.."enutJfM'lft .debtol'Si ·especiaHy when he stood "m08tf in" nt"ttl. 
of hi, own,' and' partly:.lly 4.hM hea:vy. auct'('ruMnng aaion 'of tell thousand potKlot', 
which ·hi. Grace the l>uke "r.B..ekiuJ(iwn tbougilt fit t. lay upon him. h"hil' lIoi;iUS 
Jaid a tKJaodal on" ~ .. m hlS grat·e','quality. . 

These ·rlismal thoughts, 3!1s&ulting' ·a ·mall of ,his high spirit. (that, 'hy -the etfcUm .. 
stances he was· in tJlen, found no .probahilily of gf'tting out of the ,mire by biv #(}nnft 
n:tethods of con~riving aoo daT!It'g,: but rerce,ivi~g himsdf~ in a 'mannen manacled at. ~th!t 
time, whereas, III all the other eKlg~ncle8 01 his ' hie, ht had constantly 1.rMted to'-hls 
hands and aclion.) brought upon him a· pemiYf passion of melanchoJy, ·the·muehooic 
on whicb grt1lt and aspiring spirits at ra&t split; and the sickIY ' 8e&lJOn of 1be ' )'~lir 
having fitt~· hi5 bod.y for the impression. of. a discontented mind, he feU 'sick-'of a fatal, 
though -no Vtolent ~lsteDlper. ' . 

.Hia si(':knesa; tll9t-t"d ~u;teen days. during which he was oftenv;sited hy 'lOtrie 'of '!»1 
acqaamtanCt', and par.tioularly ,by . ·mitl~tef. that went toadtninl5ter 1\.o liim1'W'hat ·;;pt
ritual aatistanee 'he·futmd -him capabJe .-of. Thi. person acquainted me, thar :be fo~ 
him .apparently in a ~date temper (tf mmd as to the cooeems 'of his &oul, nothing rta' .. 
tJed at the apprt!'hensions ofa~proaChingd~h; tbat be told him 'be had set M lhoughts 
in order, :and was ~y'.nd willing 'to obey; .~h~ it pleased God ~ give, him t~· ~ist 
ull , 'but that he desired not to ·spend m~ time 10 dISCOUJ1le, as bemg 'nelthtt IOrtiit;le 
to his condition n.of' humour : 'and i1MJt'Itd;, fol the 'remaimog time of hisaieiC.-',' tett .. 

'cept in 'ordtiring his'ttomestiolt: aftail't,)-be 'see:mtd unwilling to be engaged 'i,l...,- eon
'fereoce, but ·contiiJued )0 bed,' like 'one .w!ftO sttffered more under the ·di8CipJj.e~a 
di"seontented heart· than tbe ... toh!nce ~ of .any· bodily distemper; w.hich- m8'fty ~=~':t 
pnred by thole unvolllUtarys'gh •• tl1a\i 'ID' tIot' iuteml., betwi~i hi. frequl!nt . '. • 

·be ,.,.,obee,vooi 10;fttcb, !,O" .Mooda,. before h .. death hew .. tak ... ·~hI~"1tfd 
continued 80, in a kind of let9a~gy.::.witbbUt much triotion 'or ~io'ft; f1lnrtat 'il fd_iy 
be.'in'Ir 'aodoii:IcIri"""", 1HittIt&I" .... n ,Wedbndt'y.tlle ~thJof!AUl!tNtf ........ r •• 
o'clock ia dtc~DJ'd'l\Ibiclr"'lIIem: 'htpfrCid. " 



It hath been giv~n out by 8O~t (accordi~l~}O the ~a.nner ~f this censorious a~c,) 
that he made use ot some narrotlck a~tlt1Qtt.liYiDg 1flethcwes. either to hasten or fii,CI
litate hi! dea~h; aud they would ground their presumptions (for evidence have they 
none) upon hIS drowsiness and imensibility during the last days of his sickncs~, . Fr<1m 
_Wh3~~~t4a,t::~lP'tlC8CQe4; is .i.~ ,p~yj~< pf,'PhyllicMs t4d~rmiq.~ ;, !t,,~,t lt~at 
eve}IJP~ ~h:oA;Ci. "" ~44~",MlIlerl"lU.'JOt~e ;hlui . r~~ ):Q art, I , tbinlJ..· 1l()J'~" du:~ 
,ffirm,~i:I~.d ·.t,b~iw!f:~Jl9 'nlMII CWgpJ:.,: .oAp#u"~t.J , ~llje~ul'ffI, w.,iJJllge,ras-hly of oU,e 'V:Lw. 
~!ad r\nes: QefJl1fI,get aw. ,~,~a.i~ .'n;~he\WIDIst.·0rO\\lllJlt .. aDoe&.of Iife".and.fat: ICSi _hou\4,1)9' 
tlIQ¥gp~ ·tQn".~ .<>. ~<lliat~. b~1I Qf.uo paiuruLoi<:l;u •• ~ · . . .. ", ,. " . 
. An ~at10W- ,pu.~ Qf the ,iiome qui.ver, ,ia·8I.)other malicious: report, that he d~ed a papist:; 

but it.,Wo.wW I,c,neecikM to prQ<\ucethe ;teSolimonlt8 _of perItQJ!8 .beyond ,exOf()tion whQ 
w-cr~ &QOB.tanLJy. ~i.tb •. hiU\ in _hi', 6ick~sa. to -rc(ut.e .this &SP.ef.'iion, . ~l~e.tbe , a:du~a~on" 
pillst-.• Jik,, ) and .~~~J-fJOt ,of. .ColODffl ,BIUQd,. at . .a.his tlflle; may, be ,tuffl,<',wnt ,W ooDlI:i~ce , a.ij.. 
~ap.dffi:,aJul ,uljlprej~.(,1iced men tha~ lhis 8W'llli.e is. bu.t,a calumuy tai.ad by thOie.e~1Jliq8, 
"~h~ " '-'Ihq .. W.p~Ju wiili~gly ,hav.e,ead hi,n worse than .they -could .Illakt: him, , ;,'. 

On f'riday after his death he was decently interred. in ltll~ new cllapeJ. by rothilJ ... 
fieJ,u, ~ear. the ,plJ'co ,where h" ~ Wij6 liee .pur;-n. ,in, hppct • a .tnQfC jp),ful reiUrr~~t ~m 
~hi\ll Jlia.~y- ~:)U .aRer md;,.w;i~; .for. a rUIP~I ,t1tat~a~6 'aProadA< .that soroe ~~~ 
Iia4 .. ~p Mr .llIO'!,dalive, and .I1, .. . Il ...... port .of,hi .... ~lWM.4eatl,.~ .~_<;!Ii'l9K 
l¥" \bUfia.l: was bu~ . .. filr.ce ,and 'Viece! of,' p~nt.rJ to:"carrf con aomedeaiga. . ,h.ltJ. •. b.OOJ 
WoIs .oD,l'hlJrMij:ty ,ai'ter. ,disinterred,-ami .lhe COfOntI" wit.h hl6 jUfY •• ppojDt~d ,&P. '~t.."PQR 
ARd ;w,ke ,eogw;zance ot ,the same. ;1'110 corouer a.ccorwngly, . Wilh his Jury.: 'w-ho, 'w~re 
,~U, ,or mostof.thcm. supposed to have known the colonel, met aud viewed ,tbe borl):~ 
but.tuuud JJis i¥-ce ao altered and .wollen in thost! ,six days it had .lodged:,iu the -eaf4hJ 
~ud,s.p : Jew-.lirwamcn"" and teat.ureil of their old. acqU8iotapl'e~ that they coul,.! flU~ a"r~ 
(,In .A.hc.¥·;v'e!dict..; and though a capt.ain "hat ",ou.prelienl, all.dau ,intilnate aaquaiulJ\nt4 
-(>f tbe dc:ceued -eulouel. sbewed lhctu his dmm~. which, by. SOfPe acciden.t' he:had .re. 
ceived ill his hff~time. had grown to a prodi.gious bigQf$$, and was .taken notice of by 
all . that keplbilD .company:, yet ·the jury. not ,thinkiug it so easy to diiOOver ,Colonel 
~-l by his thulllbas ·jt was of old to know lIel'cules by his foot, deolurred. uponj.t, 
and,. ,for. wba.t·,( can Jl£lr, have not as yet given in the.if verdict. : , .' ~ 

,It· is :not :very. stnt.ngo ·that liti;tleli8 flesh and blood, hastening to return to tile dus.t 
frpm owben('e ,it ""as taken, aud ready to ,d"8otve int.o pntrefaction. should: in si"" ,ut 
seven dilj'S l>t didigured beyond kenning j but it is somewhat utraordinary t.hat such 
a person as Mr, llIoori, who in .aU the changes of a resllt:ss life never want.ed -8 com~ 
tellt subsistenct! tor himself and family, should at last, after ht: had .weatlu:red th.t 

,grcaw$t .stor.ms of adv.ersity, made many friends, recovered the favour of hili prilce, 
acttlt:fJ· biu~J,.elf.and family . in ,a neaL, am) splendid habitation. and .had ,roouey ,abruad in 

' tbe",WQrld,-that such a onf> .. I say, should die, and have so inconsiderable a ca&h by 
him that. it wou.ld be thought too small a viaticum for a forty miles journey; aUfI yet 
thi~. througb ,disa.ppointDIc:nts, w~s his ('Me, which, without doubt, added nO .small 
weight to the other pre$sures of mind that first sunk, and at last broke tilt,t grnt be'!l',t 
. wbich hp,d .often despised the danger of many astonishing and bold attempt..· in- 'the 
cours.e.Ri,a )'(;r)1 li~gWar aDd remarkable life of' fifty-three years (juration. ) 
'-. (,'p.r~~ter. ~f . DleIJ, sir. are best drawn from their actions, and I should be .holrl to 
givt: ~ajud8'ment of,tl\ia pel1lQD9 after that yuu ha\'e a candid relation of tile greatest 
alchle."ein,mb of h'I ,Ji~e; y.et ,} think it may not be altogether presumpluouij if 1 utter 
.toutill4,your remarka. "'p/i,,:;L;he. precediug nanati\'e, by ~ rough,. yet plain represen. ... -

, iion -~\ \.QC ;.DfIC: ' tbClt..Juq'.tlOU8 . mea, who were . acquamted .wlth t.be ·oolouel-bettcr 
thon,Jl1)' .. \{' ;b,)·~J.,..J, and,.ti!I·bav.e or hi. value. , 

, _~".Mif: ' ~~~AiQ., .tt&~ir . Wi,q'Q. ."let, to 1mbroil ·than compose.a diecon.tetl,.D_ 
ciety; to be ... ~ate to some hunting. ,~.~JI'tr~ .(,tber. \}lan.(8I), :a,p.iaqlbt to & : pca4efut 



magistrate. Not that he wanted a reach of understanding, Iftd •• ith a 'prompt com. 
prehcflSioD of things, a clear and dlstinguiahing jud~mt'nt; but his ambitious aDd retlt .. 
Jess spirit, suitably lodged in a strong and vigorous body, al .... ays direc~d his thoughts 
to such stirring and active countlelt, as unt only weu~; incon8i~ttnt with 'temper and 
mildness. but reqUired a necessary concurrence of un4"iaullt.r.d resolution, with plodding 
sagacity, before they could be brought to effect. Ahd indeed his htart and head club~ 
bed so equally, and kept so true a pace together in all his undeftakinAs, that if the 
great things he set about failed of the projel'ted SUt'CeSS, yet they wrre stilt brought 80 
near an issue, that Providence seemed concerned by ddeating them at the last 'nick, 
to make good that. oracle of scripture, H That God hrings to nought the 'counsi-1s of tbe 
wise." And 1m de8ign~ were generally laid with 'flO much artifice, and mabaged with 
that confluence Ill' undertaking, that in a1l prohflhitity human and nrdinarycircumspec
tion was not suffi~i(mt to way~lay him in many 'of his slIbtile and politick cootrivanc~. 

They cannot deny but that there 'was a great 'obliqUity in his morals. since his' most 
noted actions can allow of no .other appellation than that df Splt.>l1did crimes; but 
whether the injuries which Ilf' always prt:tended to have received disjointed' the original 
rectitude of his lIature and educatioll, by bending bim to revenge, or that powt"rful 
ambition, whit:h St't'OlS to be the greatest excess that swayeti him, set him upnn unusual 
methOlJs of conduct, it is still certain that he pursued l'Iooe of' those mean and snr"aking 
actions that leav('!l an inrlelible character of ignominy upon those who woulcl be thought 
gt-ntlemen, whcD they tread in the strps of villains. He was inr'eed for forbidden ganle~ 
but never on the king's highwa)" always in royal parks aud forests; crowns, s('cptcrs, 
and government Were his booty ; and the tlUrprising of castles anti vic~roys his rE'creaa 

tion. lor compassing those .grt'at ends he had a wonderful art of insinuating into the 
aft'ections of the leaders of all di$C'ontented parties, and maugre the rlifterences ofre. 
monstrances of the various persuasions in religIOn of those he rallied with, he still won 
ao much upon the minds ot the cabals, that (unleH it be ()f' 11ltt') he was ne\"er susptt'ted 
by his party, though It appeared at hiR last, that he either tell hack, Of had in his heart 
constantly adbertd to the religion wherein he was (-duealed. 10 Stirn, sir, when thq 
have coDsidert'(t him on every Hide, in the henl of bustling and in the cool of his re
treat, which seemed only to be his quarter of refreshment, wherein he plotted and laid 
new trains tor action, they think that part of the burlesque epitaph that waa made OD 
Mr Peynu, may very fitly quadrate to this tamed man: 

That he went through thick aDd thin, 
Walil never out. nor never In. 

And .0 I ,hall I .... bim to hi, Judge. aDd reoon"Mod mytelf to YIN, gOod .vi,he., 
being, 

Sir, 
Yours. 



(:::at =ae 

~ Trt6t., wh~tv:Vt is tkrAD.strllted, 

J. 'That Ihe East India Trade js the most NatitmoJ if all FlWeixn Traiks. 
11. ,1:4ttll the ChmlQur~, AJ:permuu, tmtJ O*ClWnJ marie against the pre5ent East India 

. ~lpaI1', ~t: f~lte~ • .fl'ljish, I" grQUlldle.,~·. 
Ill. ,Tlwt siNce ,Iw: LJi.,'c(IV(ry of tirt EllSt·11,di~·, the Dominion I?fthe Sea depends mucli 

tqJlIlf.. the Wane "'r lucr.east of Mal Trade, and consequent!,,, tile Security of lite Li
~t!l. Pr"~t·ty, a»d PntestaJIl MeligillN III tIt., Kingdom. 

IV. That tilt 1'rad, qftM Ellst InJi.& umwt be carried on to National Advontnge, i?l 
4I1!J othe.r ~V IJjI tM" by Q .Go~rllJ .Il1ynt StDL1t. 

V. Tltut lb,t: E,"I./lldl" 1'rttde ir m.,re pr,!/itable aM necesldfJ to tke Kingdom Q/' ElIg
~, th.a!J tu QNlI Of·lter. Kingdom ()~ NatioR in E 'MIY1pt. ' 

.l!y <l>u. ........ ". 1681. 

UU01U: I enttr upon the particular proof of the proposition' in the frontispiec.e, I 
shall desire the reader's It'a\'c to nH' ntion some few gf'nernl opinions of my 0\\'1) ('on
~rniu, trade, which I have long since mtertaincd; and the oldt:r I' grow to experi. 
C4\[e. 'he "lore I am conf,rm('({ in t.hem. 

J: Tha~ trading merchants, ",hilt· tllt'y at~ in. the hl1sic and eager prosecution of 
\~H' p.&rhcuiar trades. although they he very W1S(' anf! good men, are not always the 
be.atjutlges of tr.ade. u it relates tn the proht or powe-r ot~ a ki:ngrlom, The reason may 
be. because tbeir eyes are so cuntinually fixt. and their minds inu'nt upon what makes 
fQ( the-ir pec,diar gain or los5, that they ha\'e not leisure to expatiate or turn tlleir 
tlw,u.ghta to wh.at is most a,h~antageous to the kin~dom in general. This I am told 
"1'&$ \.I~ opinion Ulcir.Dtly of M. T. Ckem, and a~o Boden, that learned French au· 
thor, and lately of the Lord <.:hief Justice St John, who was a principal engineer in tlJe 
firs~ I\ct of navigation. Uut whet.her it was their opinion or not, I am sure it's true hy 
manifold experience; of which 1 could give pregnant instances ill the age we live OJ, 
"l.1~ ~mer councils of trade since his. majestie1! 'happy rest'auratton, bUt that 1 design 
bre.v'ty., and· to a.void all personal reflections, The like may be said of all lShop-kerpers, 
a.{~Viqel;S. <:lothiets, aud other manufacturers, untit tbey leave ofT their trades, and being 
rich, by the purchase of lands, become of the same common interest with most ot'their 
CO\l~.rytl)eD. • 

.. And upon the same reason I am of opinion, and have found by experience, tha.t 
a mixt astiembly of DoWemen, gentlemen, and merchunts, arcthe hl'st constitution that 
CJI,D be citaJlijib«d: fol' the making mit's, orders, and by-laws. for the carrying Oil any 
t[~~ wr th~fpllbhck utility of tfte kingdom. 
~.lh .. \ all dODlEl8lick 01' foreign trade, to any pla<:e or country, that doth not, in the 

result and consequenC't8 of it, increase the value of ollr English lands, (the goocl plight 
~bellt6£ W. \ae ,1IlalD butt of our wealth, fn't:dotll, and sarety) ought nqt only to be 
dil!!p~rag'!4. ··~ tgtaUy ffjecud . 

... 1;Q .... alA VlGJl.opolies. of what aature or kind sot'ver. are destructive to trade, and 
cOD,equeutly ob,atructive to the increase of the "'f\IU(~ of our lands, and that there1ore, if 

6 
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there be any thing in the East India Company's charter, or any charter of incorporated 
merchants, that .hinders any of his majeatie's subjects of England, Scotland, or Ire
land, from coming into that trade, upon as good terms as otbers of his majestie"s sub. 
jects did, or yet may, it would tcnd to the general good of the kingdom, -that such 
"barrs or hinderances were removed. 

5. 1 alII clearly of opinion, (be it said without offence) that if all strangers inhabita 
iog in any of his majesties kingdoms, (so they be not suffered to be. of gonrnment) 
had as free liberty to enter into any of our incorporated toreign tradee, a8 any of his 
majt'stie's native subjects, as is practised in the United Netherlands, it would greatly 
encrease the trade of England. and improve the value of land. 

6. That those narrow clauses in the Turkey companies and other charters, which 
limit lhe traders to be freemen of Loudon, and not to be sh0P""keepers, or other than 
such as they call l~gitimate merchants; as also the practice of allowing no man to be 
free of the Turkey Company under 25/. if he be under 2S years of age, or 5f)/~ if 
abm·e. are to the prejudice of the nation in general, though they may be for the ad
yanlage of the particular traders. f()r which I IUI)pose they were calculated. 

7. J am of opinion, the Dutcb, nationally speaking, are the Wi!Jfst people now ex· 
tant, for the contriving and carrying on their trades for the publick advantage of their 
country. If any shall here object, that jf it be so, I am mistaken in my former no
tion, that merchants arc not always the bestjutlges of trade, for the Duleh han~ most 
merchants in their councils; the Honourable Sir William Temple hath alrrady an. 
swered for me, 'liat their councils are made ul' of very n."w or no trading merchants. 
but of civilians, or sons of merchants, that have long since left oft' their active trades, 
and have only now stocks in their East and West Judj,a Companies, or in other banks 
and cantoreti, or other publick funds. 

8. That though the dominion of the sea may be obtained by arml and fortunate 
battels at &fa, it can never be retained, preserved, and maintained, but by the exceu 
aDd predominancy of foreign trade. 

9 : That doiTiestick aDd ' foreign trade do (as we vulgarly say of twins, but more 
truly of trade,) wax and , wain together; and, if it were Dol 81\ impropriety of Hpeecb, 
land might be coupled with them. 

10. J am of opinion that silver and gold, coined or uncoined, though they are used 
for a measure of all other lhings. afe no less Q commodity than wine, 0,1, tobacco, 
cloth, or stuffs; and ?'lay in many cases be exported as much to national advantage 
as any other commodtty. . 

II. That DO nation ever was or will be consilierR-ble in trade, that prohibits the ex .. 
ror-tation of buliioD. 

Ii. That though it may be betit to be left free and indiffereotJ it is more for the 
publick advantage to export gold or silver coined than uncoined: By the former we 
gain the manufacture, and something -of honour and mAgnificence it is to have hi. 
majestic's royal stamp pass current in all parts of the world. 

13. I am confident. whatever nation hath the lowest interest, will certainly have 
tlleir lands in highest eflteem and price-; and that no nation shall ever over·match the 
Dutch in trarle, ti!l they mate lhem in the JlIte of interest of money. 

14. That the Dutch gain much, more by bnllion and foreign commodities exported 
from their provinces, of which the chief "re wines. East India goods, Engli5h ber-
rings, ·Greenland oy! and fins, than by aU ,their own native productioo. and man,,· 
factures. .' , 

IS. That it is as probable an' atttmpt tfJ"A'.sh a blackamore white, u to hope that' 
eHr we can cope with the , Dutch in the white~herriug fhlbing, aalt-droagiOg fronfSt 
U \'als to the &'5t· Laod, or the Ruuia or Greeolaud trade, till the interest of'Our mo
ney be as low as tbetT!l. " <" 



;" a(;.,J.~f j)jIOI!;u."",,rI.ef,,, __ ~1IIflJI,.(,"'MIS ... p ,n~ .... u.:ow,bea· 
eyp< A, '~''''''I\t.;6".II,~·'''IIio'''r>I'''''ng<~ ... t''"ttoe ....... h.ti .... ,fo ..... e{ 8"-
~ClfP.~'-hrY*t COlllplrft,tM t i .. l~.ere. .• ;n' ''~lIU1lCo. __ aDt,~\o KtolApliltb,·,he ·same :end •. .of 
p~tl.tiIW~~jaJW .~hgft.our.; t..oo.Q('~~ey:.fiIO· neMft .ll)e.zigbt ,way' to .thoee.endi, 
than the wi~st and best private mcn living, that hoJd .CGBtrar.v opinions, Bwayed' by 
1'f!1'I'!!\tl.!"'!li~~. I<>, •• . pi~. "r,,,,re;~di_ " " . 
I " .1hJllNIliP£,opWipn~;with llWb~stipD'~' better judgfnellu, tha~ there is just as much 
~pfirP~.P~Ji;9f'l)~r~hl\uQd.nJ~.ugland 3sjn ,}ivlland, ,and no mon:. Where COO)t 

PM.~.liM~.iQt;llCctItS~, .the .1J4.ltch, ,Bave tbem.;. IUU1.irt -such mallfler us i! most necessary 
to the "natul"e and commerct: .. ofthe ,<;ountre),1l, ~Qr, .whi~h tbt"y.are incorporated. And 
l ' :AA~~ ~.,qf liA.y.; cow.pallil.,'fr;Of,mcrciJaou there, but those .of the £ast and W cst 
XI.l~ie!'" ,~11J1qtb ,iajoypt, £tucks, protected ano. defended. by the laws of the proviuces, 
.,«hW,h."~tj, Qft ... ~~~ . aa.ane force. as .acts of par.liltments with .us. . 
i , ~.~. lbat, ~~ere. i& ,a .neceB6ity of a jOYDt stock. in.ali foreign trade, where the trade 
Jll'~st.J*, JI~iDtajued by ~ lor.ce and forts 00 tbe -Iand; and where his majesty cannot 
conveniently l~ain~in .... n ami.t.y .auu .correspoodence. by embassadors, and not else
\fbet:e:., 

.1 ;8JJall-ijo~_ r.qturn .towhat was proposed to be proved in the title-page,."iz. 

L .. 'l'Jlal .Jhe ..East -intUa Trade is the mOlt National Q[ all FIJreign Tradu .. 

W-hiclt I prove thus: viz. 

1. What the :Dutch'~ French, Danes, Port.ugaIs,. and which, not long si-nce, the 
~~ed,t\, ,alt(l now· the .D. of lll·tllldculmrgh, have wilh so great charge and expenee at
,!e~.Ytt:4. _il~d hcdgl'l1-.,.,bout wjlb laws and encouragements, must certainly be a matter 
of'the t'!;reatest national couSl-4ut!llce. . 
,"-. _ :;,~ Thjs tJ1lde employs moregrt'at warlike English ships, that mily carr.y fi'Om SO to 
~o., ,~s·)il-piecc; ~haQ. all tilt! hiWks of the world from England besides. ' ; 
.- '··3. 'fhis trade alolle rurnishdh us with saltpetre, a conunodity 80 nectSS&ry, that 
~[~Ah~ .~te: " kjDg'~ tUlle; .tb.e. paLioo ;6uflered, , gl·~LJy by the ,want of it, as is boo. 'well 
~O\"I), ilnd re~m.ber~l. ., .. . . 
,:, . ~. Abqve jOUf.!ifth pal is of tIle commodities imported by this trade are again, ex
port~.'d into foreign paris; by which the nttvibratK>n and trade of this ,kinf:,.rtlom is vastly 
eIlrr~.scd in,tq .Turkey, Italy,. Sp.ain, France, Holland, and other parts of Christendom; 
by the retU'fns of which more than trehle the bullion is imported that waf; first ex,. 
1Wf~ tq,l.Dd~a; aud .. tbe wealth of this .kingdom iii as greatly encreasedJ ali by the di. 
~~~ i~~~ tQ ~"d f,:orn the E.»t Indies. . 
~ , \~5., .M,oslpf. the £ast India commodilie5. are of ~o -srnall bulk, that if the trade of the 
Rast Indies were not in English hauds, the commodities, notwithstanding any laws to 

!
'(:~'\-fF.' ~Q:Uld Cf,)meiu from Holland, (as the French silks ,now do) with this 
e.~tY.F.F: o~\y, ; . th~~}r'e sho.ulu pay as much tar .pepper, WhK:h .we DOW sell ··tor 8d. 

t e pound. as we ~9JQ,[ , nuttneg9., elm'es, mace. cinnamon, . wbich is from 6l·. to 15,.\', 
F~hP9U~d_.;, thQug~ :lJle. ;l.\VP .last are..cheaper at tbe j)laces of their growth. than, pepper 
l~ .. ,~~ ~o~,lun; ,but ep~lli)~t:4. Lo. that price by, the Vu.tch having the I'IOle trade tat'. 
l!~~,Oh . JJy cW!1Ifl\,l ,cq~91Ul~ lhlfo" sav~ the kl~lgdom III that respect ouly, 50U,OOO/. 
pe·r a~num, that othc:rwl&e tliey would be outwitted of • 
. 't!.~ .4,IlJi9Pe.,. B.I.J~ , ~oV('~(rdPJ~9"~PDS, as well as private. fa~.i~ies, consists in ·cOInpari. 
~. , ~· -8.~~H~Q-.JP t~,:: ~oH1l:~rY Il)~y be acc.o~nted I"lch, It he be ~ue!1 richer than· 
o,~!Wr!!llirftJ~~q 1,b".lIeli~b<\\\t ... !h~ug~. but of o,o~er.t~ 9tatt. So bnglaud may 
~ a·8.ld~io 'be nc~ or strong~ all our strength or riches bears a . propo.rtlon With our 
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neighbour nation~ French, Dutch, &C'o and consequently wha,tever weakens or depo. 
pulat('s them, enl"lchcth and strengtheoeth England. And most certain it is, that no 
fun-ign trade doth so wotk upon the manufacturt'!1 of our neighbour nations. as this 
trade of the East Iudie$ j for the staple countrys for silks and fine linen, are Italy., 
France, HoJlalld, Flanders, &C. insomuch, as it is reasonably computed, those coun
try St by the importation of East India silks and calicoes. not only into England, but 
from England into tht:ir own countrys, are abated in those fine manpfacturefi above a 
million of pounds sterling per annum. 

7. AmI which is a consideration of great weight, and may be of immense advantage 
to the strcllgth, pOIJulousness. and riches of this nation in a few years. England hath 
already the principal trade of woollen manufactures, and now. quicker vent and ex
port for them thall el'er it had in the memory of any man Jiving. But throughout 
Christendom, I have ever heen of opinion that, generally speaking. there are more 
men and women einployed in silk manutkctures than in woollen: Of which likewise 
England hath obtained a considerable part, considering the short time ,iDce our silk 
broad weaving began~ which was but since Mr .Burlimach brought in sille·diers aDd 
throwsters. towards the end of the late King James, or beginning of King Charles the 
l,'il'st's reign, Ami I am credibly informed the number of families already employed 
therein in England doth amount to above 40,000. Now wbat should hintIcr. but. that. 
in a few years more, this nation may treble that number in such manufactures; since 
the E.ast IIl~ja ~orTIpaJJY have of late !ears found out a ~a.r.of bring!ng raw sjl~ of all 
sorts mto thiS kmgdoLU, cheaper thall It can ue afforded III 1 urkey, Fnmce, Spam, Ita· 
Jy, or any other place where It is made. Insomuch, as with East im.iia sil~ we serve 
Holland, Flanders, and some other markets from England. 

8. This trade pays his majesty about 60,OOCll. pel' annum custom. and carries allt of 
this kingdom yearly, about 60 or 10.000/, in lead. tin, doth, stuffs, and other com
modities of the production and manufacture of England; which is not so considerable 
with respect to the quantity, as in this, that what we seDI. to the East Indies of our 
own manufactures would not be sent at all, if the English nation wefe deprivoo of 
this trade; because neither Dutch Dor French would ellure the East Illdiam to our 
English manufactures; of which we have clear instance in the Dutch trade to Japan, 
where they industriously avoid introducing our English cloth. Which country being 
exceeding large, rich, and populous, and lying in such a northern latitude~ might vent 
as much of our English manufactures as Spain and Portugal, if we could gain ·a footing 
into that trade; ill the endeavour whereof, the company have already lost above fifty 
thousand pouuds sterling. 

9. Though the company have lolt so much in the attempt of the trade with Japan, 
they havt:: lately got an entrance into the trade of Couchin~ChiDa and China; and 
ha\'c. for a few years past, settled factories in three portl thereof, viz. Tywan. Ton .. 
(Iueen, aud ABIOY, to tllei r great charge and expellee, without reaping any profit 
Ult:feby to this time. but a certain and constant 1018, which they did and do continue 
notwithli tanding, out of a zeal they have to promote the consumption of our wooUen 
manufactures, ill a climate not allogt:ther 80 hot as most partl of India are. 'Vbich 
prohabl), may in some time turn to tbe puhlick advaDtage of this kingdom, wben those 
raging and bloody 'Yars are ended between the Chiuese. and Tartars. 

II. Thai tlte Clamour,. A8per,iMU, aRd Objectwm WIIlde o,t;ainst tke prt«nt Etut .. lmli4. 
CompoN!J. Ilre ,inister, Ie!lilll, or groundless. 

Defore I engage into the discoune of objections against the present Eut--India Com~ 
pany, 1 shall llOt stick to declare (though it be against the tense of most 'Of the nrivi 



adventureD) that, in my judgment, I am for a Dew stock. provided wt can come ho~ 
ne5lly by it, t1lat is, without injustice to the new adventurers (wbo will be fOil lid to 
have deserved worthily of their couiliry. when their actions and themselves shull <:orne 
to be impartially considererl) aud witlmut detriment to th~ klngdom in general. 
Which not~ithstalldillg is a matter of ~reat difficulty, it bring in tradt-, as with trees. 
great care IS to be taken in removing an old one, lest upon the removal it die, or at 
least suffer a shrewd stunt. Yet, if the wisdom of our natioll, in th'lt august assembly 
of p~rliam~nf . now convened. shall incline to ao,Y alteration of the prelwnt" constitution, 
I tlunk thiS time may be as 0PI,ortune as any. 1st, Uecause our neighbours are not 
now alleisu~t! (the French being very low in India. and the Dutch not altogether 50 

rampant as formerly) to make their ad,'antage of our unsettlement, during the tnmsi. 
tion fwm one stock to another, ~dly, Becau~e the profits of the East India trade were 
never so much cried ~p as now they are: So that I hope the subscri"tions may prove 
the larger to the ensumg stock. Ami yet I must desire to be excll~('d, if I think those 
that complain most of the old will not be found the forwanlest subtlcrihers to a new 
stock. 3dly, 8ecaul!e when ","c tell gentlemen or uthers they may huy stock, and come 
into the company when they please, they presently reply, the)' know that, hut then 
tht,y !lIust pay -.80/, for Ino/., and when we say the intrinsic value is worth so much, 
which is as true as 2 and 2 makes 4. yt't it is not so 5000 demonstrated 10 their apl)rehen
sions. nutwithstanding it is no hard ta~k to make out that tht qui('k stock of the I-:ng~ 
Jish E~!~t India Company is at this time more than the Dutl:h quit:k stoek, proportionh 
able to their respected first subscriptions; and yd their actions IIOW aTe current at; 
440/, or 4.50/. per cent. In trulh, I that have reasun to inspt'ct and know as milch of 
it as allY man, had rather huy in this stock, now it is at joo/, fur Wn/. than cOllie into 
any new stock at even money. Therefore, for general satlsfaction, I could wish the 
txperimeot ofa new snbscription were tried. 4thly. If a new stock were nuw estahlished. 
to please the generality of the kin~dom, I should not despair but that stich new stock 
wHuld have a parliamentary sanction; which thi~ only wants to be as strong in its 
foundation all it IS in all other natiuns ; and, which being obtained, I am persuaded would, 
in less than all age, rentler his m3:iesty as indubitably s(wereign of the ocean, as he is now 
of (jreat Britain and ITf'land, and the seas adjaccnt. ~thly. If an English compauy were 
~ttlt~d upun suC'h a toundatjoo, there woultJ he more encoura;:ement to maintain and 
defend some trades by arDIS, which canllot othcrwj~ he enjoyed or se('ured; which 
no company huitt upon an uncertain basls can be supposed to adventure the charge or 
hazard of. while they are not sure to enjoy their acque~ts in case uf success. 

Hut to return to my theme, and muster up all the oujectiolllJ 1 can remember to 
have ht'8rd againlJt the present company. 

Object. I. The first that ('omes to my mind. is that of some of the Turkey mer. 
chants: They say, •• The bringing in of su much silk. and so cheap, is a public nui
sance, and destroys their trade, which depends wholly upon the t'xportation of wool~ 
len manufact.urE", whereas the East India Company sent out little manufacture and 
much bullion," &:c. 

An'8fIJ. I. I answer, first. That it's strange doctrine to any sort of men skilled in the 
poJiti('al part oftrack, that the making of a material Chfal), that is til be manufaclured 
at home, or cxport(.-d again tnto foreign countries, should be to the publick damage of 
any country. 

2, 'f'hut the Turkey merchants do ship out milch cloth I deny not; but ~~ s true it 
,is. tb'ftt they:' ba"~ shtpt ftut more yearly since the great inCft'ase ?f , th~ F..a:st India 
trude, Bud nnce rhtms{·Jv.!'I have madt:' till:; cmn pJault. than Ilwy (lid In f0I111t'r years. 
So that, in fact, it doth not follow thdt tht' 1I1('lease oftJle Ea:;t India ·radr-, and pani. 
,cularly of thd'r Importation of silk, doth hiuut:I VI' dilUinlllh the exportation of cloth to 
Turkey, but ratber the contrary. 
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.'1. The question is. DOt now" w~jc~ company ,sends ,out mqst wo~"eD manuJac
.tUfes, but which iS,the most profitable tra?c to ,the nation? 'which, I, hqpe I have pro. 
veil the East JOlha trade to be; especIally If the before-mentioned consideration 
be taken in, that what English commodities the East India Company ~xports would 
noL be exported at all, if the English had no trade thither; because other natioDs that 
trade thither are under joynt-stocks and political councils, and consequently would 
send none of our manufactures. Hut as long as there is a market for our English cloth 
ill Turkey, if the English did not send it thither, the Dutch would; because in Hol
land there is no Turkey company; but aoy man, nati\'e or foreigner, may send what 
commodities, and when they please, for Turkey, except they be staied for convoy by 
some act of !'tate. And where all men have liberty to trade at discretion, they 
,will naturally deal in tllOse commodities they can get most by, be they foreign or do
mestick. 

4. If bullion be exported, and that hinder not the exportation of our English manu
factures, as in fact doth appear; and if for c"ery 10$. value scnt out, !SO,. be .brought 
in bullion at the long run, which is most evident in the course of the East India trade, 
who can doubt hut the exportation of bullion in such a trade is a real and great ad. 
, ·anLage to lhe kingdom. 

5. Besides their doth, the Turkey merchants do send out a great deal of bullion 
thelll!>clves, as appears by their entries at the custom·house: In which they do well 
li)r themselves ami their country, hut not well in complaining of others at the sallie 
time for the same tiling. 

6. The truth of the case at bottom is but this, the importation of better and cheaper 
raw silk from India, may probably touch some Turkey merchants profit at preRellt, 
though it doth bellefit the kingdom, and noL hinder the exportation of cloth. 'Vhat 
then? MusL oue trade be interrupted because: it works upon another? At that rate 
there would bt: nothing but confusion in a nation, ad infinitum. The Italian merchants 
may quarrel with the Portugal merchants, because they do now in a plentiful year im
port from Portugal 4000 pipes of oyl per annum, as formerly they did not use to im· 
port above 100 pipes annually. The shoemakers pull down the coblers; those that 
make red herrings destroy those that dry sprats, because (Iuantities of tht: latter pull 
down the price of the former. Of the same kind was the late project of the innkeepers 
to pull down the hackney coaches; aud 50 might peradventure, with mucll more pro
Lability of truth, the Portugal merchants pretend that our plantation sugars spoil their 
trade, and hinder the exportation of our woollen manufactures to Porlu!!.ral; of which 
ill reality the first part oDly is true. Our plantatiun sugars have brought down their 
IJisbon sugars from 8/. lOs. per cent. to 9./. JOs. per cent. within my memory: And yet 
the exportation of woollen manufactures, to Portugal is now greater than ever it was 
siuee England was a hading nation. Just as it is· and will prove in the Turkey trade; 
the simi"e holds, and will hold thorowout. 

7. If those Turkey merchants think the East India trade so good, why do they not 
cOllle into it themselves? The door is open always to them and all the king's su~iects; 
buying and ~elliDg there is daily; and somcnoblemeu, gentlemen, and other! of qua.
lity and place, have lately bought stock, and the East India company have taken DO

thiug for their freedom, the most they .take is ·51. but if any East Iodia merehaou de
sire to trade for Turkey, they must answer several hard questions before they caD be 
let in_ ). How old are you? 2. Are you a freeman of London? ,. Are yOY . DO: shop
keeper, or a legitimate merchant? When yap have answered all these queations to their. 
content, if you are above 25 years of age, there's 50/. to pay before you can trade; 
Wllich i~ a great deal of money to part with before one knows whether he ahaU get 01 
lose by the: .l,.Iargai.D, 
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Old. Si They say there is not above eighty legitimate merchants in the East ImJia 
Company. . . ' 

AIU'IIJ. 1. J answer, firs~ by legitimate merchants, I suppose they mean such as have 
8erved apprenticeships to merchants, in the number whereof I believe 'hey reckon short 
above half. 

~. That it ~atte.r~ not two straws to the kingdom whether they be legitimate in 
their sense, or Illegitimate. In the whole they are now five hundred fifty and six. 
which 16 more by a great many than the Turkey merchants, and more by above half 
than they would be, if the trade were not managed in a joynt stock. 

Object. s. They say lhe company have half the known world in their charter. and 
that's too much for any company. 

Amw. J. I answer, first, this company havt! no more in their charter, than all tht' 
East India companies in Christendom have in their charters : And from thence inf~r, 
that either so much as is in the charter ought to be for puhlick utilitv; or else all 
Christeudom, except those few gentlemen that complain, are Olistakcn ~ in their po~ 
liticks. 

g. Though the charter run in the stile of "The merchants of London trading to th~ 
East Indies," yet, in truth, the company is a company of all, or so many of the k.ing's 
subjects, as did desire to be concerned in that trade, or yet do; they buying tht: stock 
of any dead PCUOD, or other that i~ wihing to sell. ~ 

Ol!it:ct . <J.. llut it is dear huymg at 2801. per cent. 
Allsw. J. It's less than the intrinsic value, if the stock were now to be broke up, if 

I can calculate aright. 
g. If it be too tlear, I know not hut any man may be as justly compelled to sell his 

house or land at the buyer's price, or else be disseized of it, as his stock in the East 
India Company. 

Ol?Jecl. s. They say the charterllath exorhitant and illegal clauses in it . 
.Allsw. I. I bebe,'e no charter in Europe hath less of that kind. 
S!. J t's absolutely necessary for the publick good, that whoever governs a trade so 

remote from England, and by such a multitude of hands as the company are forced to 
employ, should have somt: extraordinary power committeci to them. 

,. Whatever is in the charter, I never knew or heard of any arbitrary act that ever 
the company did; nor any ships or goow that ever they seized by virtue of their char
ter, though they have had cause offen. 

O/dect. 6. Tbey say the company hath imposed and exacted great fines, mulcts, and 
forfeitures, to an immense value. 

Answ. I never knew them take any fine or forfeiture, but what any man might do 
in the same case, without .a charter: What they do take ill any case, being either by 
submission of the party, by agreement with the master and owners in chtlrtcrparty, or 
by ar·bittalions; and always in IJUrsuancc of legal ohli~at.i(}ns, sealed and deliverecl. 
The manner whereof is bri~tly this: They agree with all their factors and scrnllts, and 
also with masters of ships, before the)" entertain them into tht'ir service, that tile), shall not 
carry or bring. home ~rohibite(~ goods; and. if th~y. do, they sha!l.subdu~t Ollt of their 
freight a certain rate tor each piece or sort of proillbited commoditIes, which they do ac
cordingly subduct out of the freight, which in cfJec~ is from themsch·es : For most of the 
owners of the ships imployed by the company nre East India anventurcrs; which I 
know by experience, being a parl-owner myself of a considerable number of ships, em
ployed by them. · And yet, to do the.company. right, ~ must acknowledge that the 
shipa employed by them .(such deductions not,~,thstandlDg) Plake 'b~tter voya,ges, and 
gain more mone,. Jor their owners, than any sillps wbatsoever, that 8all out of England: 
And the commandel'B and officers of such ships generally grow much richer in a short 
time than any others, 'of any .trade {)r nation w batsoever. 
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And so iadufgent are the company to common 'eameo, that they allow every man 
or boy that \I" ill. in their se\'cral ships, to bring five pieces free of etated damagt',erro .. 
De()u~l.v called mulct. And if any seaman hllppen to bring 10 or 15 pieces, "the com .. 
miltet's eutrusted with that affdir commonly nretch that order to the allowing tbesea.
mun 5 p tece.~ to himself: S pieces for his wife, and S pieces for his child, if he have 
any; and if he have nune, they usually a$k the party wht'ther be have not a father, 
mOl her. or other rt'latioll: So that they invent ways to favour him, above the compfl~ 
nies rule alort'said, ot only 5 I)ieces to one person. . 

To encourage likewise the importation of gold from China. from whence small quan. 
titie!> do ('orne t~very year. and vt.'C) great (Iuantilies will come in a few years. the 
compally do lIot oilly permit the entrance of it free of stated damage, but give tile 
fJ'eig-hl of it g-I'atis. 

TIlt' (·umpauy do likewise allow to all their commanders, president. agents, fadors, 
and st"J'\·auts. all kind of'trade in India. from and to any IHJrt. OJ' place Within the limit&: 
of their charla, except to aud from Europe: Whereas Oil the contl'ar,)' the Dutch, tho' 
tht"y are a peoplfo knllwn tu be a~ It"lJ<lcious and as obslinale dd~nders of tht:il' liberty 
as any Vl·op le in LUJOpe. do restrain all those that serve them in tndla. from all the 
ll\(ht profitable: trades from place to place. within the limits of their charter j and in .. 

. <lul,!!(" II() kind of pLi\'ate or permissive trade .... hat!<ioever to or from Eurupe. 
Sow let allY IIHhflt-L'eut man judgoe, bt-sides thOlt wilate,·er the .. ompany doth in the 

case of stated damCigt·s, ~very private." man may do that can freight. ~ wholl! !hip by 
JlImsdf alld partuers; whether it hI: not highly reasonable. that !let·jog the company 
art: at .lbove 100,(}00/. yearly charge in East lo(lia and EnglalL(l. that whoev~r partici. 
pat(·s of that trade should proportionably contribute to the expences that Ilecessarily 
atlend the presen'ation of it. 

Object. 7. They say. iJesifles raw silk, the company imports wrought silk., to the pre. 
judit'c of the silk manutacture in England. 

Ausul 1. This objection iii'S as much and more against all other wrought silu, im· 
ported iuto England from Italy, Holland, or any paJt ot the world. 

~. The:- silks which the coulp&ny commonly hrlng in are the main part of them taf· 
faties. and oth('r plain or striped silks and pelongs, .s uch as arc not usually macJe in 
Eugland, lJUt imported from Fram'e, haly, and Holland; wht:re I<ltdy, when pelongs 
W('rt' scarce, UlallY wcre made and imitaled at Harlem. aDd frolll tbence imvortetl into 
LII!-(iancl. So this importatiou works upon our nei~bbours, preserves the ballance of 
our trade, and consequently encrcaseth the capital of (Jur nation. 

~. And which is beyond all contradiction, as will appear by tDe entrics at the cus
tom-house, a great palt oftht wrought silks, imported by the Easl India Company, 'are 
again sllipt out to france, HolLand •. and other foceign parts; which is.a great and grow. 
iug advantage to the kiug. and kingdom in general; To· tbe king. bt-cause for all [06 

reign goods re-exported. his maJe.ty bath in con~quence ,be balf culflo!J:l paid him by 
strangers, without takillg .a penny out of his lul.!jecb' purses: And to the kingdom. by 
prcscl'l'J ug and mclionuillg the ballance of on~ trade, as aforesaid: lltsides the gai1l_ Of 
fl'eight, portage) wbarfage, wart:house .. room. and all othc:r petty charges: Amongat 
which ma.y be reckoned the adnatage accrewing by the expe.nce of such foreigue::ra, 
while they stay here, as the companies aalee do St«ei88rily clraw onr bather. 

Oqjecl. 8. Some clothiera complain that the £aat India CoaIpe.uy binders .be "eDt 
of cloth, 

Answ. I. This indeed is a fiDe practice, and deserves a thorow. iMPection. J ~ Who. 
they are that compllillt:d. i. When and· how thq begun lu cOftlJlrliUb. s .. Why they 
C<.lmplain. 1. .For tile time wbeg, i.e was iq the ye<tr 1674 or 167", as I .rell:lHlber: 
'1 hen they had the confitlence to tell the ·parliament tbe Cl)mpaD), .,ould spoihhe tOde. 
.r cloth, aDd bring the price of woo!-to· .atbia!. But,. in {act, the com, .. , haW DO'" 
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stood five or .ixlcars since that time, and much augmented their trade for India, but 
wool is ach'ance in price above 50 per cent., and such a trade there is and bath hct'n 
for woollen manu~ctures, u England ne~er saw ~n any former age. 2. Who they 
were that complained; not the poor Kentlsh clothiers. that have loat their trade: nor 
the Suffolk meD, that have lost their manufacture of lillie cloth; but the Worcestt'r ... 
shire, Glo~stersbire. and Somersetshire meu, that do now make and vend above twenty 
times the quantity of cloth which they did before this company was erected. S. How 
t~cy began to complain;. which, as I have, been informed, ~as thus; Their 6rstpeti
bon was drawn only agalDst the Turkey company, for makmg but onc cloth shipping 
in a year: Dut entertaining a certain council (since famous for other matt err.;) he told 
them, for some reasons best known to himself, they should draw their petition aga.inst 
the East India company Hkewise, which accordingly they did: Rut whctherthcy wC're 
Dutch or English that paid the bett fees, that 1 could never discover. 4. Why t.hey 
oompiaioed. That I believe few ortbem undentood : It could nol be because theIr 
trade sunk, for that was manifestly and wonderfully increased. I t could not be be
cause the Eut India. Company, as a company. sent out las cloth than was sellt fo r J n
elia in the open trade: ,For the entries at the custom-house will evidence, that the com
pany, since their iacorporatioo, have seat out, in some onc year, above ten times as 
much cloth as was ever sent out, in t.he time of open trade. But why then dKI they 
complain? Really I cannot tell, but peradventure their council afOl·t>s~id, or some Tur
key merchants, their customers. might iofonn them, that if the trade of India were 
open, there would be a ncw world for cloth, that would n:nt as much as the old world. 
And if they had any Dutch or French customers, no question they would not be back~ 
ward to encourage &0 good to work. 

Oftject. 9. The.) complain that the preseut stock is ingrosseo into a few hands; some 
single adventurerS having 16 or 17.000/. principal stock in their own names. 

AIISW. J, Iftbis be lrue, the (;0111).1lalot of it would sound better out of the mouth 
of an oJd leveller, than a merchant's, living under a rree and royal monart:by. Anrl yet 
to give the maddest of men their due, neither the late English levelh:rs, nor their elder 
brelhreu~ the1.ribull.es of the people of Home, nOf yet the more ancier.t Lacedemonians, 
or other Gl'eeks; none of them had ever that excess of indiscretion, as to prett:UlI to 
stint, much less to level persona) estates, which jf they could be made even at 1I00n, 

would be unequal before night. 
2. 1 f there were any thing in this objection, certainly the ntltch, being a republick. 

would have found a remedy fpr it before this time; whereas, all the contrary, they 
think whoever adventures malt in their joynt stocks doth much oblige thecommouwealth, 
though he be a stranger ; iDIlOtDuch as one Swasso, a .Jew, DOW or late li\,jng in Am
sterdam, I am informed, bath had at one time in their East India stock abo\'e the \'a
lue of 300,000/. sterling. 

3. The more any adveuturer hath in the stock, the more he is engaged lo study and 
promote the good of it, by all possible means within his power. An adventurer that 
hath the smalJest interest may be as just and true to tbe stock as he that hath the 
gre&teal: But I can ~ever believe that a s~all i,nterest wiJ~ a~aken a man ~o often in 
the night, nor keep him so long from sleepmg, lD the meditation of any bU8llless, as a 
very great and principal concern may do . 
. <t. Notwithstanding the largeness of any of the adventurers fitock, there are }'et five 

hundred fifty .. aix. ad.yentuR'fS, which is a greater number than are to be found in any 
trade that hath 001 ajoyn.. stock. 
. Obj«t; 10. There arc rn~y other pol'~s. and plares within .the limits of the com .. 
pani~ charter, where English commodities would vend, which the company do not 
Indetmto. . 

.Anitl1. 1. I believe there can DCVt'f be any society that will morc industriously ex-
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pntiate and enlarge the trade of this kingdom, in those parts of the world. than this 
hath done. by all peaceable meanS. I am Bure 100,000/. willllot excuse them for the 
Josses they have sustained in sucltattempts. Many factories they have ,settled; aDd .f.
teT a ,'ast loge have been forced to with·draw them. Tywan. TonqueflD. Siam~ imd 
Arnoy, befoTe.mentioned, they settled within these six or seven years put; and Joet. a 
year or two before, 50,000/. in their attempt of a settlement at Japan. 

!. As there be many ports i~ .. Eugland, but a foreigner that trades P> and frolU· l-o~ 
don may. if he will. participate of all the En~lish trade. without ha\'in~ .particular,',fac. 
tories iA the outo-ports: So io East India. a factory at Suratt will share III all the . trades 
of the Ued Sea, as well as Moca. and other parts within the correspondency of .tbat 
~resideney. The same may be said of Bantam, and many other places, as well ,as 
Suratt. " . 

s. In ,"cry many places of India, where tht: company do prudently avoid settling the 
English factories, they do notwithstanding .carryon a trade and co.rrespondency by 
Danllians, Vakeels, and other native!!; by which means they avoid the charge. of pre
sents to governours, and that ostentatious expensive way, which the companies tilc· 
tors arc necessitated to appear in, in all places where they sdtle, accordmg to the 
mode of that country. and for the bonour of the English nation and the East India 
Company. , 

O/decl, J 1. It is said, if the company were not in a. )oynt stock, many more ships 
might be imp'loyerl in India. from one pol1 to another, In trading voyages;. 

AllSfo. I. n1t~ conljlany want neither stock, nor skill. or will, to imploy as many 
ships as they can gain by j and have almost doubled the quantity of their stock and 
tunnage within these late years, and are like yearly to increase, to the nation's greater 
ad~'alltage, if they be not interrupted. 

2. The company have now .25 ships and vessels trading in the .East Indies. from port 
to port, besides· 11 great ships sent out last year. hereafter particularly mentioned; 
which are abundantly enough 10 answer all the companies occasions of' that kind; the 
rather, because the company do generously allow. not only to their preSident, ag~nts. 
factors, and merchants, but to all the English nation living in any places within their 
charter, b6iDg the King of England's su~ie('ts (uf which thue are many hundrt-d .of 
families) free liberty of trade to and from all port!! and places in India; and in any 
commodities wiJatsoc\'cr without exception. By which means llIallY scores of small 
ships and vessels arc imployed in those trades. and the trade fully supplied. By this 
me~IlS our native commoui'ics an: dispersed, and all India goods collected from the se
veralless cODsiderahle ports of Illdia uo at length center in the principal ports, where 
the company have fact.ories, forts, cities, and garrisons: And from thence do come for 
Europe in the companies returned ships. And if this be not directly after the Dutch 
mode, 1 am apt to think, in a few years more, if tbe company be not interrupted, it 
will be found to be a 'Jetter. And 1 have been told their Jate ancient, learned, and 
experience(J general of Batavia, Matsuktr, did before his death write to the conUl\i~tee6 
of the Dutch East India Company to this or the like purpose. , 

Oftj(CI. ·)2. Since the East India Company was incorporated coinage hath ~ted 
in England. ' . . 

Amw. This is a meer groundless cbimllll'a, and will appear so if tbe old mint 'm8IJt.er 
as well &8 the new ODCS be e~llminccl. :Che proporlion of coinage (ex.cept whE;q. we 
coined the King of Spain's money for hi$- wars in FJander~) ~aving generally in my 
obserution horne a proportion to, and followed the pru:e of COI'o.in Englllnd. viz. wbtm 
corD WIli dear, we had little coinage;. jn. all cheap years of (:orD, the mint llalu been 
greatly .. iupplied. " , .. ' . . :-'., I' ". 

I can remember no more objections aJainst the East India company ·01 ,· tJ:-&;dc, !l-!ld 
lherefore mUlt proceed to the Dext parllcuhu, viz. 
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III. 'That, tince the Di.OI1De1"JI vthe EQJt India, the Dominion vthe Sea dependsmuck 
I4/HIII th~ WlZin ur Increase of that Trade j and consequently tltt: Security Q{illt! Libert!J, 
PN1}I"ty, and Pro/eltan! Religion of tllil Kingdom. 

The first part- of this proposition is meeTly historical, and 80 well known to all that 
look beyond the present age we live in, that the proof of it will require little pains. While 
the SpaDia~8 had Portugal, and with it the trade of IDdia. they were able to invade 
EDgl~nd ~Ith i; navy, by them plied Invincible: And 80 it was, as to man's untler-
8ta~dlb~. If the stren.gth of it be harely considered; but their skill was not good. nor 
their '~IPS of a fabnck fit for our seas: Their cause was naught, and the providence 
of Almighty God blasted them. The Dutch, since the Portugais slink in the East Ina 
dia trad'e, have grown so potent in and by the trade of the Indies, that they have, in 
three great and -bloody wars, contended with us for the dominion of the sea, and yet 
secretly do not allow us the predominancy. Though they are not now at lei:mre to 
try the fourth war :for it. yet, if, through the folly or madness of a few ullthiuking or 
self .. intcrested men. we should dt'prive ourselves of the trade of the East Indies, (whicl, 
God in mercy to England forbid) we should certainly save them the experiment of· 
fighting with us the fourth time. They would carry the dominion of.the sea clear, anu 
hold it for ever, or until tbeir common-wealth should be destroyed by land force, or in
testine broils. 

If any man shall say, Why then? Are the East India ships of such a mighty auxi
liary force, that without their aid we cannot over-batlance the Dutch in naval power? 
J answer, those 8hips, and the men in them, are of very great force, as will hereafter 
appear. But he that looks no further than into the bare force of the ships and men 
now employed by the company. doth not see the tenth part of the way into this great 
businHs: For if we should throw oft· the East India trade. the Dutch would soon tre
ble their strength and r)()wer in Indi<l, and quickly subdue all other European nations 
in that trade; as they lately did the FreDch, notwithstanding ,their great strength at 
bome, and have since. I hear, quarrelled with the Danes; by means whereof they 
would become wle masters of all those rich and necessary commodities of the East. 
and make the European world pay five times more for them than now they do, as they 
have already done by cloves, mace, cinnamon, and nutmegs, which would so vastly 
encreaae their riches, as to r~nder them irresistible. All ware at sea, and in some sense 
land -wars, since the artillery used is become so chargeable, being in dfect but dropping 
of doits, that nation that 'can spend most and huld out longest will carry the victory 
at last with indifferent counsels. If it be said. Where shall they have men? I answer, 
if they have trade aDd money enough, they cannot want men. Seamen are inhabitants 
of the universe, and wherever they are bred, will relort to the best pay and most cou
atant employment; especially in a country where they cannot be prest or compelled in
to any service ·.gainst their wills. 

But it must be furtl)er cOD6idered, that aU other foreign trade in Europe doth greatly 
depend upon Ept India commodities; and if we lose the importation of them into 
EUrope. we shall lOOn abate .in all our other foreign tradq and uavigation, and the 
D~tch will more tbUl p~portionably increase tbeirs. The proportion of OUf decay and 
their iDCreue, in-such a;cue, would indeed be exactly the same; but that the excess 
9fprice :which .thty '¥IOU.Id make the European world pay- fOT Eaat India commodities 
m,ore··thall oow:tbey d~ ··would cause a di~pr()portionabJA and greater increase of their 
ricae.; the augmentation whereof would further euable them to overballance us and 
aU:othen iu trade,. &II ·well u ,ia Ilav&i strength. 

YQL. VIti. !S N 
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If it shall he said, admit all that is writ upon this bead to be probable. i'lJot tile 
("o nsc'quclIce (viz . the security of the liberty, property, and protestant religion of this 
kingdom) far fetcht, and brought in as -popular phrases, to gain and please a' party, as 
the clothiel's amI. artifir'f'r!O petition was formerly on the other side, 1 answer, 1 cannot 
hinder tlICll from thinking their. own way: But God Almighty, that knows my heart, 
knows that I scorn to use any slich sacred terms to or for any such sinister . or sel fish 
respect, or to please any sort of men living. All that I ha\'e or shall write in this trea~ 
t ist'. is what I do reall y and stedfastly believe, tlpon very long and serious metl itatiori. 
and many years conference with almost all sorts of men, English and strangers: And 
jf notwithstanding I do err in some things (as humanttm t'It ) il is for want of better un
derstanding. But, to re-Ium to the matter, c:m any man that looks abroad ,into the 
world doubt of the truth of that obsen .. ation, 'Viz. That trade never thrives in any 
country that is not protestant, though not in all that are so, for reasons which I could 
cOer, but that tlley are not neces!lary here. Is it not obviolls to every man'a under
standing, that since Q ueen Elizabeth's time our customs are eucreast:d from 14,0001. 
per annum to auove jf)O,Of)OI. per annulII? ls it not evidcnt that the people of the 
United Nethel'lancls, since their being proteslant. are increasM more in trade and 
wealth in 100 ,vear>:, than the ancient and fortu nate Romans dirl ill 400 years after the 
foundation of tlu:ir fl ourishing common-wealth ? Have not the French, since they were 
but partie par pai/~, part protestants and parL papists, increased more in trade and ship
ping in 100 years, than they did in 500 year.! before? lance discoursed a popish lord, 
soon after his majestie's happy restauration, who is since dead, who told me it was ne\'er 
well in England, nor would be, while we kept such a s ti r about promoting of trade. 
1 confess llikcd his lordship the worse for that expression, bu t I thought the Uelter of 
his parts. A naval powcr never affrights US; seamen never did nor ever will destroy 
the liberty 'of their own count ry : They naturally hate slaverYt because they 8ee so much 
of the misery of it in other countrys. All tyrannies in the world are supported by 
lancl·armies: No absolute princes have great navies, or great trades : Very few of them, 
though they have large territories, can match that little town of Hamhurgh in shiJ>"' 
ping. The kingdom of f.'ranee is powerful and populous, and is arrived to t he height 
.ormilitary vertue, by which they are become formidable to us, as well as to our neigh • 
. bours. Who do we fear may destroy our liberty, property, and religion? (which three 
are one in substance) but the papists and the French, which likewise are two uames 
for one thing; and so we should have tOund it, if God Almighty had not disappointed 
them. Now, under God's pf(J\"iuence. what can best secure us from them but our na
val strength. and what doth especially increase and support that but OUT East India 
trade, which [ think J have sufficiec.tly proved to the conviction of every impartial and 
unbiassed Englishman; and if so, the consequence ill this proposition is lnost natural 
and irrefragable. 

.But jf notwithstandic.g it shall be replied upon me, that in the former part. of the 
discourse on this inference, I say, that trade thrh'cs in protatant countries, therefore 
the protestant religion is the CRuse of our so great increase in trade and navigation, 
and not the trade of the £ast Indies, I answer, fint, that the great increase of trade 
is not a constant and infa llible consequence of the protestant religion. because it 

rroves not so in aU protestant country.; but whatever nation increaseth in tbe ,Eut· 
ndia trade, never fails proportionably to increase in other forei~ traoe BOd, nav.iffa

tion. Secondly, admit that our reformation to the protestant rehgion were ,one fJf,11l· 
cipal cause at first of our advance in trade and navigation, yet now it it .manife&4 .1.Pa~ 
the increase of our trade and navigatioll i.·. grtat means, under Goo, ' to 1llO~lmd 
preserve our pro!eltaqt religion; Joreign trade producetb riehel, riches power" poWer 
preserves our trade and religion j they mutually work"one upon and for'tbe".pretentation 
of each other; as was well said by the late learned Lord Bacon, though .in adi.tfcllCnt 
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case, in his history of Henry the VIIth, That that kiQg~8 fortune workrd upon his Da. 
ture, and hia nature upon hij fortune. 

IV. That "Ike Trad~ Qfthe Ealt Indies cannot be carried on to National Advantage blj ' 
a Regula/ed Company. or ill any other 1V ay than by a JOyl11 Stock. . 

• 
-';lefore I engage in thi8 argument, it will be necessary to eXI,lain whn.l'::; the consti

tutIOn ora regulated trade, 8uch as the Turhy Company, and other like companies 
of merchants of Lonuon are, 2dly. What a company ullited in ajoynt stock is. To 
begin with the first, a regulated company is hard to define, and harder to resemble. 
It's the coufmement of a trade to a certain number of the people, exclusive to above 
99 ·parts of 100, with power in the major part to hinder the lesser from shipping out 
any goods, but when the greater number think fit; and to levy a tax upon the trade 
at the discrelion of the greater number of vot~s. In hrief, it is a. hett"ro<~hte, Ullto 
which (Ollt of Eng-land) there is nothing now in the world like, in any other kingdom 
or commonwealth whatsoever, that ever I could read or ht'ar of; all those trades that 
are regulated and confined to certaill persolls in England, being open and free to all 
people, in all other king<loms and states. Their courts are peritet (j(,lIwcracies, where 
one that tra.des but fur 100/. pcr "unum hath ali good a vote as anothij.T that trades for . 
20.000/. per annum. In those courts they appoint the time of shil'ping, c.:hoose their 
ambassador and two consuls; settle a tax. which they call le"iations, upon the trade. 
And although I have a profound veneration fo .. all things tht'll settled ill churd] and 
state~ and for those wise alltl worthy coullccllors that assisted Queen Elizabeth in those 
infant times of ollr reformation and trade, and am apt to think, when thollc constitu6 
tions were madc. Ihey were ust'ful and proper to that time, yet 1 must acknowlege 
thai, in my opioioll, if all those trades that are regulated, that is., confined to certam 
perlions only, were free ILnd Opf'1l to all the king's subjects, as they are in Holland and 
all otller places~ it would be iufiuitely mOfe for the general good of the kingdnm, Nei. 
ther do I see any reason wily the trades of Turkey, Hamburgh, East·land, Hussia. and 
Greenland, which in England are limited or regulated, as they call it, should need such 
limitation, or regulation. more in England than they do in other parts of the world; 
or· more tilan other trades to Italy, france, SpHin. or any other part of the world. Anti 
if something might be alledged for a regulation, what can besaid why it is not for the 
publick utility, !hat all the king-'s 8ul!jects mig~lt trade to any country if they please, 
whether they be nolilcOlen, gentlemen, men of the gown, shop-keepers, or whatever 
tbey be; the mOTe the better for the common good. To enforce whit.:h, much more 
might be said; but that's not my business now. 

A company injoynt~stock arc a corporation by charter. (and if it were by ad of 
parliament, it woulll be m.uch belt,er for t!lC kinglloll~ .in general, as hath h('c~ s"h1,) 
mto.which stock all the kmg's subjects, ot what condition soever. have, at the tounda
lion of it, libt-rty to adventure what sum of money they please. The stock and trade 
is managed by a select council, or committe~, con.sistin~ of a. gOV l'rllor. deputy. and 24 
committees,. Cb06tD aunually by the generality; III willch every adventun:r doth 1I0t 

vo\e aJik~ b~t p~portioDably to bi:5 stock. viz. Every isot, or,igiual stock hath oue. 
vote ·; 500L l){ud 10 ·hath .twO voles, &c. After the first stock IS settled, no H1O!.il can 
come in, but by pu.rch.a.., ;.,:w.bich every Englishman .hath an equal liberty to do, aui! 
for :Y(bichhe 'pays nOibi-ag:ifhe be a freem~'~: Jf uufree, nev~-r ~bove 51. In Eugland, 
the oo~uy ha~ by lea.soD· of.our late eml war! anrl confUSIOn:;, bee~ IHterrupted 
!ev'eJaI 'umCSt and ,tbere ;ha\'e been ne.w subscriptions; but in Holland, slIl\,:e the first 
settlement thereOf, iD . .a.nno~6O% there ·jlalll bl.:ell no interruption or breaking up of . . . 
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the stock, or new subscription; and luch continuance is certai.Jy best for ._the pYb. 
lick. . 

lIaving described the nature of these two sorts of companies ofmercbanu.l shan DOW 
descend to the proof of the proposition, viz. That a unitrd stock is absolutely neces-
sary .to the 41lrrying on the East India trade to Dalional advantage. . 

Arg. 1. My fint argument I shall draw from the pradicc and expaience of all 
other nations. Certainly all the world arc not weak in their intellects; whatever those 
gentleme.p think that complain of the East India Company. If any shall tell me, .this 
argwucnt wm not 'hold universally. for the Portugal. bave a trade for Eut India, and 
yet have no joynt stock, I answer, under those gentlemen, favour, I know· t.here is a 
joynt stock for this trade ill Portugal, OJ cite there could have .been no trade worth 
speaking of: But true it is, that joynt stock in Portugal il the king's exchequer, who 
reserves pepper, diamonds, .silk, calJi~s. and all other considerable India commodities 
to himselt~ and-leaves only lome few toys and.tr.iv.ial commodities to his subjects; and 
yet., for want of a more -perfect national constitutioQ, we have seen how the Portugal 
trade in India, notwithstanding the great rooLs it had drawn in a long ullinlerrupted 
course of time, dwindled to nothing, when it came to he confronted and outdone by 
the more national and better constituted joyut stock of England and Holland. 

The French nation, peradventure, were Dever governed by wiser couDsels for their 
own good than uuder the present king. They were some yenrs past zealously set 
upaD the East India trade l and I am assured spared for neither palUs nor cost to ar
rive at the best method, bul. gave immense rewards to any that could give them any 
rational light or informatioll to lay such a foundation of trade as might be proper for 
those eastern countrys. See what, bow, and why they did resolve at last, bl the print
ed translation of the French treatiSE' relating to that settlement, which wlll save me 
the labour of enlarging ufon this argument. 

Arg. i. The English East India Company have now (as every body knows) their 
money at S per cent. intt:rcst. Every Englishman that trades in an open or regulated 
trade, must value his own money at 6 per cent. at least. (or pay 80 much if he takes 
up money) because he can gain 80 much by it sleeping or playing; those that work, or 
run hazards, hope to do better. Now if the -company. with their uniteo stock and 
counsels, and money at 3 per cent. have much ado to hold up against the subtil Dutch, 
what shall poor private merchants of divided, various, and contrary interests do with 
their little separate stocks at 6 per cent. per annum? 

Arg_ 3. Suppose the trade of India might be carried on in an open or regulated 
way, if other nations did so, (which is never to be granted) yet in regard that all other 
European nations do at this time trade there in joynt-stocks, is it not as great mad. 
ness to enter raw and private penons against such compacted aad united constitu .. 
tions of experienced councellor.. as to fight··a disordered undiscip'lined multitude 
ag~in~t a ~eU ~verDed veteran army, supported with an"'~ne~haustlble trfaiUre; or 
as It IS to lmagme, as some men fondly do, that we can malotam and defend our pro
testant religion against the cburch of Rome, without a national · church in England? 

.Arg. 40. If tbe compaoy should be deltroyed, aod tbe trade left open, the compa
nies privHedges and immunitiee in EMt India would be lost, which have cost· thiJ 

" c'.>mpany, at well as their predeCeHOrt, vaat Bums of money -to maintain and re1:rie:vw::, 
after they were almott ruined in the late thr~ years open trade. If I am allked "hat 
thOle priviledges aOO immunities are r they are 10 many and 80 great, U ,1I ac.fin:e 
credible to any not acquainted with the trade .of .India. For publick tatisfaotion, I
shall mention lome few of them, aU would burden mt: to -write, as well 88 the, reader. 
We have th~ liberty of~iniD!J ~ey fo~ ouraelves; and all other nl.tiODI,.whieh ,~:" 
e\h curreul'D all the-i{iog 01 GuIcQada', country •. Weare cu.tom-free 18 aIm~ .. U 
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pla~., and in -lOme, where the Dutch and all other nations pay a corutant custom, 
particularly in aU places of the Day of DengaU, and up the grt'at ri.,.er of Ganges. At 
Fort St. (Jeotge and BOMbay we have a rjght, and do impose a custom upon the na· 
tive&. ' and .n .other nations. 

In tbe empire of Persia we: are custom free, and have yearly from the emperor 1000 
tomans, which is ahove 3000/. per annum, in lieu of the half cllstom of his own people, 
and ... n .other nations that trade thither. Of right it shouM be the full half customs of 
that port, which is more in value; and we should have au officer in hi. custom-house 
to receive our half part j but we rather content ourlJelves with the 1000 tomllns afore
said, than fight with him again for a right which we arc uncertain how long we may 
enjoy, by reason of groundless clamours against the company at home. . 

At Bantam we are at the set rate of 4000 dollars per allnum for all our CUfitOllls, 
though we incrH8e our trade never so much. In most place" in India, we are in ef
fect our own law-makers, and can arrest and imprison any natives that deal with us, 
or owe us money; and can inflict corporal punishments upon them, (without contraul 
of any of the native or Moor governours) till they payor do us right, if our people 
there see the cause for it. 

All our black servants there. which are vcry numerous, and all others employed by 
us, or trading with us, are free and exempted from the jurisdiction of the nati",et and 
other governours. 

We are in all rlaces free in our person·s and goods, and aU imployed or priviJedged 
by UI, from all Inland customs and duties, in the towns and provinces we pass or 
bring our goods thorow; which are very great in those countrysJ and paid by the oa· 
tives. 

Arg.5. My fifth argument is drawn from the great losses, damages, and depreda. 
tions that this nation sustained in that short time of three years open trade, which are 
sufficiently known, besides tIle loss of priviled~es, increase of presents to governours, 
lowering our English commodities, and advancmg the Indra commodities to such an 
odious exeess, that at length the very private tradtrs themselves were the forwardest 
petitionera for a return to a joyot.stock; of the truth of which there be many yet 
alive tbat can attest. 

Arg.·6. This I draw from the nature of the eastern governments. There are above 
100 ·kings and rajahe, which are Gentu princes, but governing with absolute power in 
their own domiDions. and as many ports and places of trade; whereas in Turkey, there 
are but two or· three principal places of trade and one prin·ce, with "hom his m~jcsty. 
by his ambassador. may conveniently have his subjects there vindicated and righted, 
iftbere were no company. as the French king, the Venetians, and the DutC'h do. 
Wbtrus in India there would be need of forty ambassadors, and all must have in
st.ruo\ioa and carry large presents. T.he companie's agents, &c. in India, do many 
times nod causct to Bend embassies. instructions, and splendid trains of attendance and 
presents, before the committee in England know of it. 

Arg.·7. Thi. i .. drawn from the distance of the places. Letters do pass freely to 
a.ollfrom. Turkey in · •• hort time; and, in caae ?f injuries done the English, It!, !'lajes
tle'.men of·war may 10011 go down from ·Tangserto revenge them. But {mila IS at a 
far ·greater diltaneo:;: DO oC.crtaio. return of a letter to be had once in twelve months; 
aDd the prioces and porta there are at a w~der distance o~e from another, than it is 
from England to Tar~·, ·alld 'much more difficult to mentam a correspondence by let
ter. in ·IOdi., .f .... . ,port td .p~ ·by reason of the set monsons, or trade. winds. that 
blow Jix""",,&bs,«>getber oao ""'Y. . 

--dr-g •. s.. W.bereTer the Euglhh.or any Europeans acttte a factory in India, they must 
pretelltly build ·tbem large hou..,.-, warehouses, &c. take maoy servant., and maintain 
the appearance· and aplenaourof a petty court; and in many places where the company 
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hu\'c not fixt garrisons, they are forced to ibrtifie their houses, or dse they. will be' 
cic'spisl'ti aud trampled upoo by the natj"es. If it be said this may be dODe by a regu. 
bted company, I a,nswer,.first, Ho.w shall they Taite a ~tock to buy those the 'compa ... 
n)' han already, wllh theIr lands, Islands, towns, garrIsons, guns, and ammunition;, 
which I am sure (their priviledges bc:iug put in likewise) hu\'e cost the company above 
SOo,OOO/, ? Next, how shall they maintain and defelld them ?-by leviatione upon gooc'ls? 
\Vhat. before there are aoy goods to tax? No, they shall raise ajoynt stock, to make 
the first purchase; and, after, take only a tax upon goods to maintuin them. These 
om! aosurci, incongruous, and impracticable notions; tor, in a time of wal' and danger, 
men will forbear traciing, as hath been ingeniously observed by the author of the printed 
Jetter; so that there will be no goods to tax, when there is most need of money. 
Whereas the goveruours, or committees, have always in their. hands a real fund of abO\'e 
a million of money, and can borrow so much in India in a few days if thq want jt, 
their credit there being as current as ready gold, having never been so much as stained. 
I llhall say no more upon this argument, in regard the printed letter aforesaid hath so 
copiously and convincingly cleared this point ueyond all contradiction. that 1 ha\"·eno · 
room left to enlarge, but have reason to beg the author's pardon for what, in this, I · 
have borrowed of him. 

Arg. 9. The East-India Company of England, Holland, and all European nations' 
that trade to India, have power. by their charters, to make war upon aoy nation iu · 
] lidia, at their discretion; but. not upon any European nation without his majesties 
consent. This Vower they must and ought to have for the WE'll carrying on of their 
trades: tbis power the English company have sometimes, but not often, exercited; but 
if it were nol known in India that they have such a power, they should be continually 
affronted and abu~d by the nati\'cs. Now, who shall this power be tlelegatetl uula in 
a regulated company ?-to all English.men, or to ,a singLe amluusarlor, or to many am .. 
hassadors and consuls? 

\' That the East·Jndia Trade is more prqfitable and 'lccessary to tlte Kingdom of 
E11g1ond, than to any other Kingdom or Nation ill Eurupe. 

First, This is 50 as we are an island, and have our principal security, as well as the 
illoease of our riches. frolll our trade and strength at sea, 

Secondly, Ami which I take to be a main consideration, the trade of India is to Eng
land Ilot ollly a great, but. on unmixt aovalltage; wherc89-to all our neighbours. though 
1 he trade of the East-Indies be a gr.eat advantage, and accorrlingly courted anti covetcd 
IJ)' them, yet they cannot. have it without some mixture of loss in other respects, be
cause some of them have the growth and production of silk among themselves, as Ilaly 
and France. They have likewise the &ole manutacture of plain silks, sllch as tafraties, 
sarccnets, &c., which are brought from India cheaper than they can make them at 
hOJJle, \Vhereas in England our silk manufacture consists not in those plain silk!!, bu~ 
in flowered silks and fancies, changed still as otien as the fashion alters. Iiolland, Flan
ders, (and France, in some measure,) have their principal manufactures in ,fine linne'ns, 
c;ambricks, Jawn, and Hollands,. which -only callicoe works upon, to the puttin~ them 
very much out of request ill their own "Countrys, and all other parts of Christendom: 
Whereas the liDnen we ~ake in. E.ngland i, ~f l~e ~trong coarse ~orts, . generally :u~ed: 
hy tbe meaner people, which calhcoe doth ,~t' preJudtce to any lel:1llble degree, .;Neitbcr.' 
is the linnen manufacture in England a iDatter ~r'h taking notice ot'. (whatev.erj(f."'· 
gentlemens opinions are;) but in liQlla.nd, . Flanders, France, and BURtt patts of (}C'r
many, it is their main concern, beiqg,tbe .subsisteDceof the majority 'of t·heir pee~e, 
as the woollen manufacture is in England. 
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Thirdly, The Dutch bu'e 'a standing contract with the King of Persi:t for all hi.'l 
silk, which may amount to 600 bales yearly. Now, in regard Bengali silk in 'the East
] odies cap be brought to Europe cheaper, than ,Persia silk, the Dlltch, by bringin" silk 

,f~om BeAgaiJ .. must of necessity in .some kind prejudice that contract in the pr~e of 
SIlk, though It be the Dutch companies own contract, as well as the Turkey merchants· 
whereas, we having no such contract in Persia. do not work UpOIl ourselves, as the~: 
OluSt of necessity; and yet they are wiser than to slight the trade of Ilengall li,r th;t 
'cause. This ar~tJmen~ concerrilDg t~e Dutch cont~act in Persia is so fully confirmed 
by the compames ad vICes latdy received from Persia. that the Dutch there did latelv 
desire to be excused from recei\'ing their quota of silk, which is 600 bales yearly, upo';, 
pretence of their want of money to pay for them, which, notwithstanding, was toret-li 
on them by Shecke Ally Cawne, the emperor's governour there. If it be here askt 1Ili' , 

lVhy the English East· fndia Company. seeing Persia is within their charter, are not as 
wise as the Dutch to make a contract likewise with the King of PNsia -? J answer, til \! 
'Dutch got the start of us in that long before this company was consti tuted, anel we 
cannot .pol4ibly retri::ve it yet. the Persians being a peoille most diffi cult to remove 
from any thing they have once determined. ]f it be here further retorted upon me, 
that, by my own confession, the importation of silk from India doth prejudice the Eno'_ 
1ish Turkey- merchants in the price of their ~jlk here. I grant it; but what is that to 
EaglaDll in,general? It's the interest of England that we should have silk here (being 
• material , to be manufactured) cheaper than in any other part of Europe where it 
grows; :and 80 we shall infallibly, if the company stand. But. at the same time, I do 
expressl,. deny that the making of silk cheap in England 'doth hinder the exportation 
of our woollen manufacture to Turkey; the contrary being as evident as the slin at 
noon-day to any 'man that has not the mist of private gain or loss hanging betor/'; his 
eyes, as before is demonstrated in those two pregnant, experiencell, unanswerable in
stances, viz. That as the price of Portugal sugars hath abated, (in which formerly al_ 
most aU our returns from that country were made,) we have increased exceeding ly in 
the ex rortation of woollen manufactures to that country, and even in the trade of 
Turkey itself for many years j and to this very time. at the price of Turkey silk hath 
abated, the exportation of our woollen manufacture hath increased; and so it will still, 
though silk should come to half the price it bears now in England; upon the proof 
whereof, by time, 1 dare hazard all that little 'I have in the world. Uesides, when all 
;9 done, and if the Turkey merchants might ha"e their will, ,to the irreparable damage 
of their common country, what would they be the better, except by an act of parlia
JJ)ent we could as well binder the French, Dutch, and other ueighbours from trading 
in East-India liilk. as we can the English East-India Company ? Is not this dealing our 
children's bread to straogftB ?-weakning ourseh'es and strenglheniRg our ellemies, 
whil.t they .laugh and stand amazoo at Ollr indiscretion 1 

For a conclusion, that the present and future ages may know in what condition lhe 
Euglilth East-India _trade stood when the company was assaulted by t.he p~vatc~es ig,nll 
of particular men. 1 shall add an account oj the prt:Bept posture ot theu' affairs, VIZ. 

Last ye .. r the company sent out, (which are not yet returned,) for the coast of Cor~ 
~del ,.00 ,the Bay of Bengali, fanr three-deck ships, viz. The Eagle, burden 590 tuns, 
aDd;.] 18 sea,mea" 'be&idt8_pllS&fngers; the Sampson. burden 600 tuns, 120 seamen i til~ 
~'kley,c,st1e, .burden "SO tllnS, 106 seamen; the President, burden 550 tUlls, 11 0 
-IeI,JltftD • . - , ," .,'"".~-., , 
. ~ 1'",,;Surlltt '1Q.d ,~.:oout of India, three 'three-deck ships, -viz. the 'Villiamson, bur~ 
delf 650 't@s. iJo·~;"ihe, Laucuter, burden 4.50 tun" !leamen; the Johanna, 
bU#.'(5~Q 10% i06 aeamen. . . 

;,.F.Q.I: ;i:J:I.~WN~,~".,o , &bipS, .!,i,zi- the Sooiety, ·burden 600 tuns, .100 seamen ,; the Natha· 
lIIel, burdcrl·6OI) twI ... 100 ... men. 
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For the South Seas and China, two ships, viz. the Faulcon, burden 4SO tuns, 64 e· 
men; th B mardi ton, burd n :3S0 tuns, 69 seamen. 

And in all of them the stock of 4799461. 15s. 6d. 
Thi Y ar the company a sending out for the coast of' Cormandel and the Bay 0 
n all, five three-deck ships, viz. the Bengali. burden 570 tuns, 114 seamen; the Ann, 

burden 460 tun, 92 earnen; the Gold n Fleece, burden ,575 tuns, 115 seamen; th 
Cresar, burden 5~O tuns, ] 04 seamen; the George, burden 580 tun, '11 6 am n. 

For uratt and th coast of India, three ship J viz. the Josia, 600 tun, 120 men; the 
Ma ingbird, 480 tun, 8 men; and h Success, 460 tun , 92 seamen. 

'or Bantam. three hips. viz. the New London, 600 tuns, 1 0 seamen; the Scipio 
Africanus, :ipS tuns, 74 seamen; and the Persia Merchant, 360 tuns, and 74 men. 

And for the South Sea and China, one other great ship, which is not yet r.esolv d 
upon. 

And in all of them the stock of above 600,0001. ster. 
ote, that the ships are generally bigger than they are let for, and the company em

ploy none but English-built ship ; and that, besides what they ent out last y aT and 
are sending this, tbey have always a considerable stock left in the country, to make 
and provide goods before-hand. Besides, like ise, their islands, towns, garrisons, houses, 
buildings, ammunition, &c. The just number of their adventurers now is 556, and new 
oue daily coming in; the companies doors being never shut against any of his rnaje -
ties subjf"Ct , as re ulated companie are: ano they have what mone they will at S per 
cent. which ill be the wor t news of all in Holland. 

If, notwithstanding aU that hath been said, the company must be dest-royed, God' 
will be done. To write what I bave I thought my duty to my country, whtch having 
satisfied my elf in the performanc,e of, I am not careful for events, being always e.on
fident that whatever the parliament doe they \\rill do it justly. and so wisely as to make 
th best of a bad bar ain. . I am persuaded the Dutch, to have this feat done, would 
ea e our lands a while. by giving us a million of pounds sterling, if they knew where 
to tind chapmen; (which God grant they never may;) and 1 am sure, if they did pay 
t\! 0 million, they would have too good a bargain of it. 

'ir rPilliam Petty" Qualltulumcunque concerning Money, ' 168i. To tile Lord Marquess 
Of Hallifax. 1695. '. 

j .. William Petty, celebrated for hi know} dge of political ooconomy and political arithmetic, 
is thus ably ch ract rized by Grainger :_tt He gave early proofs of that compr hensive and 
inquisitive gellil1s or which he wus afterward. so eminent; and which seems to have heen 
d ign d by nature for every branch of 8¢ience to which he appJied himself. At the age 
of fifteen b w master of Hoch compaa of knowledge in the languages, nril.hmetic, geo;
m try, a tronomy, navigatioo, pJ'actical mathematick , Ilnd mechanical rade., ftlw are ca
pable of attaining in the rongel~ fife. He made hi wa.y in the world und r great disadvantages 
10 point of eirc mstances, liaving acquired a very mode(ate fortune with as much diffieulty a 
he afterward roee with nae to ealth and afBuence. He WIU n excel1eot chYl1li L and "nato
miil i and a perfect master of every other kind of knowledge tbat waI requisite to the proCe_ion' 
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'Of ph,ac. e we. a very able n.athematician, had a fine band at drawing, .as .kiJful in the 
practical paT of m chanict, and a IQOlt act lurveyor. lit what be particDIarI, applie 
bimaelf to, and understood beyond any man of hi. age, was the kQowled e of the com 8rtll 
'4f life and pOlitical arithmetic. Hil admirable e-.y in this art have e.ven railed his rep'lItalioa 
t~ a higher .pitch th8.D it rose to in hi. life-time, experlellce lan~ fully proved the jUltDeH of 
hi eal('ulatloos. ThIS ~reat man, who knew better tbl\o any of hi, contemporaries how to eft
rich the nation and hlmsetf, died the 16th C1f Dec. 1687, in the 65th year of his age."'
GRAIUiJltR, N. 16. 

SU'ppos~ that 208. of new mined money doth weigh 4 ounces Troy, ac~ording to 
eustom or tatute. Suppose that 208. of old ELiz. and James's money. which ought also 
to weigh 4 ounces Troy, doth weigh' ounces Troy, and very variously between 3 
nnd ... ounces, viz. none under 3, and none full .... 

Suppose that much of the new milled regular money i's carried into the East-Indies, 
but none of the old light and unequal money. 

·Qu~stions. 
Qu. 1. Whethdr the old unequal mooey ought'to be !lew coined, and brought to all 

equality? . 
Answ. It ought: because money made of gold al1d silver is the best rule of com

merce, and 'must therefore be equal, or else it is no rule, and cons quently no money, 
and but bare metal, which was money before it was worn and abused into inequality. 

Qu,~. At Whose charge? 
Answ. At the state's charge, as now it is; because the owner was no cause of its in 

equality, Lut'the state's neglect in pre,enting and punishing such abu es, which are 
remedied by new coinage. 

Qu.3. Of what weight and fineness ougllt the new sbitling to be? 
AtlGw. -Of 'the same with the other present new money, and which the old Was Of 

when it was new; because all must be like, aU according to the statute, and al1 fit to 
pay antient debu, according to what was really Jent. 

Qu.4. Suppose ~Os. of old money may make but ISs. of new, who ~baU bear the 
foss of the two shillings" 

AnS'll1. Not the states; because men would clip their own money, but the owner 
11imself must bear the -toss, because he might have refused light and defective money, 
or put it away in time, itbein sufficient that he shall have new regular beautiful 
money for his old unequal money, at the state's charge, ounce for ounce weight. 

Qu. 5. After this reformation of co' 0, will more 'silver be carried out of Englana, 
!lUppose into the East-Iodie , than before, and to the damage of England? 

Anl'W. Somewhat more; but none to the damage of England, e9 'lomine, but rather 
to its profit; because the merchunt wiU be con ide red for the manufacture of the new 
money, besides the metal of it, as be, only was when. he carried out. Span~sh reals. 

Qu. 6. Whereas the merchant carrIe scarlet and Silver to the In lIes, WIll he not now 
carry only the new coined sliver '? 

AItIfrl. The mercb twill huy as much scarlet as be can for 100 new shil1iD~s, and 
tben con ider h her ihall get more ilk in the Indies for that searl t than for no-
ther 100 of the lika 'aga: and, according to tbis conjecture, he will carry scarlet 
. r sbillia ia ,~ QI rt 0 part the other, if h he in doubt. 

QIt.7. Bot ill t laud be impoverished by merchants carrying out the said 
100 Ib' D f 

AtritD. 0, if h hrinbome for them s much sil as will yield above 100 shillings 
~ .hilliDge) m Spain, and then bring the same 200 into England. Or, if be 
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cernlng the weight and denominati1)1HJ of ,coins signifie$ 4ny thiog to fore; ... W,8(Q. 
they knew it. Dor to hi. o~n .Ubj~ctl R" futu,ra. wh~!ef distl;lrbances it mal.Jmab 
amongst them prQ prtttmto. We say agaiu, it lwere boHc:r.for a prince owing. 2().( .. to 
aay he "till pay bu .15,. than, disguiling his own particular \M'pose, to.y that all 
landlords shall henceforth take IS". rent for 208. due to them by their tenants lews; · 
ahd r ,at; he who hath lent a ~OO/. on the l\fonday.(the prodamatlpl't,of tetrendn,ent 
taming out on rfueaday,) may be repaid OD Wednesd~y with threc.rou~ths, Qr '\l{JL of 
the very money he l~nt two days before. • 

Qu. J S. Why is nQt our old worn unequal money new coined and equallized? . 
dns'ZQ. There may be many weak r~ason$ £ot it i but the only good one which I know 

is, tha., bad -and unequal money may prevent boarding; whe.teas weighty', fineJ and 
b~u~jful money doth encourage it. in ,, 80lJle few timorous perSOlls, but not in the body or trading men. Upon the account of beauty, .our Btitapma half-pence were almos~aJl 
hoarded a .. , edat., till the, grew common; for ,if but 100 of those piecea bad been 
cOined, they wo ld, for their work and rarity, have been worth above $,. each, which 
for their matter are not wo~h that balf .. penny they pass for; for in them, rnateriam 
6f1.p.eral,41 op,u 

.Qu. 14. Why ba.n money ~eD .t:.ia~d, or retfeDcht, or imbued by mall! wise states. 
4 so often? 
Answ. Wben ~y state dotb these things" they are like bankr\lpt ~mer~haQts, who 

¢ompound for their .debts by paying 16.9. 1 is. pr 108. in th~ pound; or forcing their 
creditors t take off their goods at much above the market tfltes: and t'be Sll~e state 
mi ht as well have paid but three .. fourtha of What they owed, as to retrench their money 
iQ! ge~ral to tbree·iaur:ths of the known weight and fineness. And these practic s h~ve 

. been compassed by bankers a~ cashiers, for oblique consideration$, froln \he favoudtes 
of sud. princes and stales. I 

Qu. IS. It is then the honour of England that no such tricks have been practised, 
though in the greate~t streight. that ever that state hath been in? . 

dn,w. It bath been their 91isdqm, and cons'equ~~tly tllelr honour, to keep up a rule 
and m~8l1te.of tf~4~ amongst tbemselves, and with aU natio!)s. 
• ,u. lP. \It. i~ ·tAAre no C&$e wherein money mpy bejl18tly a~d bOnO\lrably raised? 

A1fSW. Yes, in order to regUlation and equalizing of species of coins; as when two 
&peei $ -9f one W~igbt. and finene8s are ~ken at different rates, then be oue may be 
raised or the other depressed: But thil must be rated by the estimalion of the whole 
wor14" .nar as it ~n be UQwn, and not by any private notion; and the Ii e !;pay be 
dpne be.~w~goW ~nd silver. . 

.QH, (17 . M!'h"t.d6: y~ think of the r~sing Qf falling of the price ot, ~.nds, f.fo~ ~hii ' 
Pl)QW'llJ j . ttuqe, 'Vi,: .A piece of land was .sold 60 years ago for 1000/. that is, f(}f 

~~ . ; and the same land is now sold fur lOOOl. or 1000 gqineas, and 
t e guinea is but .. the weight of the Jacobus: Is the land cheaper now tball 60 years 
agQ? . 

Answ. It 9 Ji oemon_tration that it i.: Yet if gold be not money', but a 
~QQ)lp • J\ ne • Ii to ~ey. a~d that silver be obly moueY,,1heu we must see 
wei lJ.)J)P,,1 •• _. wo~ld the ... purchase no more silver than. 1000 guineas will 
ll~W ' ~~ ~ , "'-d wu heretofore and now .oLq for the taOle quantity of 
U\pna ~t ~ '.an is neither ri~ nor fallen by wbat bath been j~. 
sta 
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- ~3 .' 't al f r • ~ a '~IM'H 
you most need the use of it. 

1tu. ' . t' is' tb~ mae II: t? 
AnlflJ. BUling and selling of interest and exchan~e: Who is hone t only pOll 

~n~1t, dt I 1$ a ~e~ftcial ratJe; fOiltt etl bOon a ttiXid opinioh cf the W01'ld, which is 
caiff' c~ai " , I , ~.. ~ , , 

• Qu. 31. dU ere spea i g df base money and farthings; which are generally below 
tlf ' In rinsick 'Vallie, and tlleretdr6 ought tit> to be permitted to incte8sot ,:Ill i'njiniMm. 
Is there any way to know how many were enough? 

;rll~. 'I ttlirtk there is: ' 'Oiz. Allowing about l~d. in faTthings t e\~ry fa~ily; s 
J Uu~re e a mifl'iob of families in England (a I think there' b ) then a/.)(we 90,000/. 
in farthings would suffice for change; and if such farthings were but one:.tifth below 
the intrinsick value, the nation would pay but 10,0001. for th\s con\' DieDc : But if 
thi way offab1iliea be not limitation enough, yon may help It by consid ring the smaU
est piece of sit et money current 10 the nation; which how rou'h 1 er it is', by 0 
much Ie ser may the number of fartbings be: The use of farthings being but to make 
up payments in sliver, and to adjult accompts; to which end of a~ju ting accornpts 
let me add, that if your old defective f: rthings were eryed dOwn to five a penny, you 
may 'keep all accompts in a ay of ecimal arithmetick, ~hich hath heen long desired 
for the ease and certainty of accompts. 

Qu. 't. Wha do you think of our laws for limiting interest -? • 
. AnS'Wo The same of limiting the e~portatjon of money; and th'tre m y he as wen 
1a s for litnitfng exchange also: For interest always carJieth with it an ensuunce pr~
t1Uum, which is very casual, besides that of forbearance: For instance, in Ireland t ere 
was a time when land (the highe t security) was sold for two years purchase; it was 
then naturally just to take to, SO, or 4.0 pel' cent~ interest, whereas th re t'he la a~ws 
but 10. And sinee that time, land being rt fl'r 0]2 years purchase, re 'ponsible men
will not giv'e above 8, and insolvent men will offer cent. per cent, notwithstanding the 
law. Again, suppO$e a man hath 1001. or land, worth 20 years purcb 5e, and nother 
100/. in hou~s, worth It years purchase; and another 1001. in shipping, 'Worth trears 
purch e; and another in horses, worth six months purchase; i it not lDBnifest he 
must have a ~reater yearly pr~mium for lending his house than his land, his ship. than his 
house and hIS borse than his ship? For if his horse be worth 1001. he C<lnno h' him out 
for le~s than lOs. per diem, wherea the land will not yield a groat for the same time; 
and these hires -are the same ith intere t. 

UIR.-I°l.8ed in this paper is (with submission) cODceiv d .of ge~er~l ad 
thereby ufficiently recommended to obtam adm& Ion to 

Drttitf tlllMtl,~hWl~lW1_~WI"o.lc providence and justice secure the propoaer of read i-
nm~\e ....... _ ... j~tNwjrier may improve tli 1£ re ~f ~he puhlick; "'~is 

~~r of advantage to yo common mterea~ herem 





As to men and materials for the fleet, there will be sufficient of both, unless money 
be wanti~g to carryon tbe design. ~ t ' ' • 

• ~ ,r;[ e I , Jro£ tpp ki~g dotb concerq every particular per on . }lis undertaki or 
It t~{ CS~1I3. Pl8 • ad.vaata~; whatsoever he gets thereby 5jlves the nation 80 mueh 
i~ l.,,~f . se' Ar if 'he kj gain as much by this as ' will maintain his crown antI 
digo I'~~ f'lay, in' . OQme. W.have the less neeel of parliameqtar, taxes; 
he a1~ aJllrvia.te ,nis custol;D .Jm"ll~s al\f nation wh'lt.oever, which W11~ bring 
the tr8c;le of Holland, &c. jnto hjs '~dom mvite all ingenious manufactures into 
t~e nation, as well as rich men into this kingdom, and the rest of his majesty's domi· 
tliOns, and al~ will preserve the peace ~fttlis nation from being disturbed and violated, 
~O( _ IV persons Qf ep~porativ.e bodies will or cal) do in theit unde/taking of 
Jt, .. w caDMlt p,,*ct the fiflhi~g ~ee~Jrqm the attempts and injury of straqgt!rs And 

l. pt, upqn ,e"il iQstigatio~ ~ eiscoot.enta., to strengthen eith~ q~li~ 9 
fo 'gn ~Jl'1Rlies, with their power both of shipping and mariners. " 

I , That money is wanting is the .considerable objection, aud the same that lay in 
Columbu. hi. way; and bad it ,Qot ~n removed by .supplies of men, mOliley, anq 
ships adventured by Spai~ upqn far leBs pcobabJe ground. of advunwge tbl}n here ~fe 
p pposed, it had lost to t~t crOWD, as it did to this and to the French, the wpt lisCQ
very of the mines in the Indies; but this is addressed to his majesty, and his patli -, 
ment, for raising six hundred thousand pounds, whereof one hundred.thouaand 'pound 
to. be impJoyed for docks, and for store-houses ana wharfs, adjoining one to the othfT, 
that the goods may be conveyed from the wharfs to the store-houses, without the 
charge of carting, (which said sum will be demonstrated an ample fund,) to carryon 
and complete this design worthy their encouragement, and reserved by providence <af
ter the weak essays of former times) to be perfected under the auspiciou governmen 
of the best of princes, and wisest of parliaments, who cannot neither want either power 
or'will to complete what appears so clearly and eminently advantageous for the publick 
good, and the interest of the kingdom, and in order thereto to raise the fund proposed, 
a d to secure the imployment of it to the use it is d~sjgned tor. . . 

III. The proposers are ready,' when commanded, to demonstrate at large the facIlity . 
of bringing the design to effect, the probability and greatness Qf its advantages when 
effected, and the necessity of it in order to any considerable improvement of the wealth, 
strength, and honour of'the nation: And, a,s to the objection, they doubt not but to 
clear all can be made against it, c'xcept that of the want pf six hundred thousand 
poullds to carryon the work; yet they conceive they have already removed this ob
Jection, by having demonstrated the return of this. fund with so great an increase i~to 
the puhlick coffers, and presented that demonstl'atlOD to them, who have power to gIve 
and layout the money proposed, but cannot lay it out to better advantage, for impro
ving their and their po teflty'i satety, honour, and wealth, than by bringillg. to petree
tion this design; which 1 not the project of a private brain, but an enterpn~e of ~~b
lick good, ~pproved by Queen Elizabeth, and, upon solemn and mature dehberat'o~, 
embraced and encouraged by King James, Charle I., and his now majesty, and their ' 
several privy councils. and further~d by several grants unto the ~reat seal of ~gland, 
in the respective rei ns of the princes last mentioned; and ~y thIS pre ent parliament, 
by a vote of the honourable bouse of commons, 17th Februa,ry, 1670, That a bill should 
be brough in for DCOW'.ment of the fishery. 



TI,e Case Of His Mo,jut!/f Sugar PklTtt"';otl$. 

DEFOU EngJand had any sugar plantalions of its own, Portugal bad about ·fou 
hundred thou$aDd peunds per annum f~r sugar from E1)gland, to the great inriching 
of orlugal, and irnpoverisiliQg of England. 

TIle Portugue_e having set high customs upon their ugars, and letting none trade 
at Brazil but them '",es; gave the English encoungement to adventl,lre upon planting 
it. who have 10 increa~d, that they not only '8up~ly Et,>gland with all the sugar it .~ants" 
whereby 4:00,0001. pard Portugal fOr!Der1y for sugar JS saved,; but great t)uanUttes ()f 
8ugars have been transported to foreIgn markets, to the vast mcrease of the wealth 0 
thkin dam; and by consequence the value of the lanils of England. , 

10 tbe trade to tbe English sugar plantat.ons; about 400 sail of -English ships, ,and 
,8000 seamen. are annually eOlJlloy.ed. 

AU,the.ship that go from < ngland arefoaden with manufactures and provision 
for tl1e 5u,'ply of the .plan ations, with cloaths, tools, and utensils, apd victual .. Which 
all !;lay custom ' fo the k<iog outward" and , on which many familie~ in England do 
subSISt. 

Tile tanters have, at their cost, brought aBov.e 100,000 negroes fro~ Africa, where-
by so many'-new subjects-are added to the croWu. 

ThEY ~eneh king, taking notice of the great ealth and ' strength the 8ugarplanta-
. tioDI bring to the kingdom of England, and also<()f-the difficulties the English /planta
tions are urider,; by reaspn of the acts ,of trade .al~d 11Ii\vi,gation, which enjQioitlg aU the 
sugars of<tbe English plantations to be ~~ou~ht home to Etlgla~d,. a,nd " there to be 
landed, and pay the klll.g a custom before. It >can be tr.ansported to any forel~n markets, 
which is a great charge, hath thOUght it feasible, and with great applicatIon hat1l set 
Jlimselftp become ",aster of that .trade; and the Dutch hath done the same, and grant
ing more ease to their 'planters, ju producing and disposing ot their sugars, than the 
Englisb have, the Fr~DCh are so far ·increased, tJiat their sugar plantations" , Which are 
Martinico, Guadeloupe, Marigalant, .Grenado!, St Christophers Kayan, and part of 
fHspani!lta, do already fi~ an .~mploy~eDt'for two hundred sail of ships, and sea~en 
'proportlonab1e, and are Increasmg dally: And the Du,t.ch have already marlY shiPS 
annually loaden with sugar from Surinam, 'wllich -they make a business of state to 
il'B£rove. 

f.hi increase of the sugar trade of tIle French and· Dutch, hath brought those sug.rs 
that were W'orth ~tweell five and six. pound the hundred weight, when the lut book 
'of .... tes was made, to be worth now not aboN'e tbirty .. five shillings, 01,1t of which ,the 
. planter pays five sbillings custom, and fourpence half.penny per hundred to the king 
10 the plantations; insomuch, that an .estate tbat Wall formerly worth two thousand 
pound per Annum in the p)antatioM. i. not now worth six hundred pound pel' a.nnum ; 
andif any fUI'tber impo$itioo be laid. wi1l yield little or nothing. to the undoing many; 
thousand English families, many of whicJa reside in England; for which reason the 
planters intended to have addressed to this parliament, for reducing ,be book ofrates 
to the present value of sugar •• 

'l.'his low value of the commodity causes the jnhabi~alltl · of the E~g1i$h coloni~ to 
forsake them, and remove to other place, whilst the King ofFnwce uaeth aU jmagin .. 
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a~le i,ndu t!y to stren~then and fill bis plantations (some of which are in sight of ours) 
with tnhabl~a~t , havIng marie Dunkirk a free port for hi own ugars, where no cus
tom. are pa1d m or out, by rea 011 of which the markf'ts of Flanders and Hol/and, &c. 
are furnished with French l1gars at'two shillings and sixpf'llce per hundred cheaper 
than the English can , hy rea on of th ct , of tr de and navigation. 

This increase of the strength of th~ French ylantati?ns, an? decrease of the English, 
hath malle man . of the planters ('on nler of wlthdrawmg thell' stocks, for fear, if a war 
should bappen with France, all would be lost. 

The Engli h sugar trt 0 beiu appar ut~ de~ayinOl' under the present impositions 
upon sugar, can by no mean bear more anct SUhSlst; and it is of great advantage to 
Fe IlC to ha 04r planLatiotl rui.oed y lD r~ i~positjons on their sugars; for sQould 
th ~I,' I) h. ~ain tb~ su~ar ~~a e fro~ t e tng)ish, En rland would lose the i01plyYDlent 
ot . our hun<ire? satl of sh1ps. ano eight tbQusand .seamen, and France w.ould"gq.(n it, 
W)'ll h 'Y0u1d dJiti r the prese~t balaoct: of sealllt:n Slxt.e n thousand, besides the los of 
a ative commodity, tl at bath brQugbt so much wealth to the k iuU'dom, and would 
al b tbe lo of the trade of Africa for negroes. 

It th heen ever t practice and policy of trading nations, to set the publick taxes 
on fore~gn cl>rnrnodities, aqd not ose qf their own growth.. 

In the time of the usu~~r Cromwell, when all things were raK:ed into to find a reve
tc? . upport his usurpatIOn, no excise was put on sugars of the growt? of the EogJi h 

plantatIons. 
England i an isl~nd whose wealth and str.ength consists jn trade, whicb cannot be 

pr served Qpt by, being rna t r at sea; and the plantlltlon trade is near one ha,lf qf the 
~avi ation of ElJgland, and wbether it be so convenient to hazard the loss of it by over
burthening it, since an impo!lition may be set on commodities of foreign growth, that 
will be equiv lent, is bumbly subm!tted. 

And wherea some seem to be of opinion that an imposition will fall upon the buyer 
Q 1 -. a nd not hurt the planter, it js a mistake for the reasons following: ' 

For it wa~ found by ~xperlen('e in the time of the late rebellion, when there wa an 
exci jl!lP<>sed, the buyer rdu ed to buy commodities of the importer, unles~ be would 
clear the e cise, so tjlat th importer came generally to pay the excise as well as the 
CU l- lld ~[ IS well known, that all commodities are in value. as there i a greater 
o J 8 er (,iu it of them at the market. If the im positioQ doth not les 'en the quao-
t~t 0 ug,af unpo ted, it cannot raise the price! and then by cunseque~ce the imp? i
t10 mu t he borne wholly by the planter. If It doth lessen the qUCI,l)tlty of u rar 1m
.P'>rled, it lessens tpe io,lplo ment of our shipping and seamen, and the kjng's re enueJl 

a d iV c nstrall tllOs plsp,t)rs hare torced to leave making sugar, t() for a~e the
p n t} na a lavil1O' 1)0' inl ploy ment there, which WIll so weaken tIl mot defendants, 

y 1lJ. I 10 b~zard 0 become a prey to the French 01' the~l' own negroes; which 
111 a tQtat loss of t?at trade to this Kjngdom~ and be. the ru1n of many thou ~nd 

Encrli h famihes, who III England and the plantatIOns ubSlsted by that trade of makmg 
ug~r, or by fur.pishing cloaths, tools, and utensils. . 

v ~ V,l I. 
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The Antifuity, Legality, rigltt Use, and anc;ent U30ge qf Fines, poid in Clumctry Upoll 

the suing DIll, or obtaining some Sorts fir origi'UlI Writs returnable into the CONTt ttl 
Common Pleas at Westminster. By Fabian ,Philipps, Esq_ one of the Filacers Q/' t~ 
Court fit Common Pleas at IVestminster. Pr;nted 1663. 

Of the author of this tract, Anthony Wood has given us the following account :-" His rather 
was Andrew Philipps, of an anciellt family in Herefordllhire, born lo a good estate in vmp~ 
Iter, and near it, and his mother was tt. Bugsbott, of a good family aI.,o, and heir of one of her 
brothers. When he was'Joung be spent some time in one of the iUlll of Chancery. a.nd thence 
traruillted himself to the Middle-Temple, when', by his a:uiduity Rnd continual lucubration, ac
companied with a happy memory, he became a proficient in lOme sorts of learning. and at 
length a great lover and adorer, v.od well 't'ened in 80me part. of, and in venerable antiquity, 
He wa.a ahrnYi a zealous auerter of the king', prerogati't't', and 10 pa$Bionate a lover of K. Charles 
I., tbat, two days before be was beheaded, he wrote a prote~tatioll of hill inteudetl murder, which 
he printed, and caused to be put on poiti, and in all public placeli' He was afterwards, if not 
before, philazer for London. Middlesex, Cambridgeshire, and Huntingc:lon!hire, and did spend 
much money in searching and wrilin~ for the nnertiog the king', prl!!rogative, yet got nothing 
by it, only the employment of one ot the commiuioners appointed for the reogulation of 1be 
law, wortb '1DOl. pu an. which la!tetl only two years - - - - - At leogth, having lived to a grcat 
age, he surreodered up his soul to God on the 17th of Nov. 1690, and was buried near to tbe 
body of hi! wife, in the louth-west part of the church of Twyford, ncur to ACluD, in M,ddlesu. 
Some years before he died he made his own epifaph, which ue~in~ thu!: MS. Fabiani Philipps 
'Armigtri, Medii Templi lOCii, qui fjOOSlI{lm ptrfidos ct illgrale» 11imlum amicos amalll:Io, reip'um no" 
uti pOluit, amuvit, curit libri$qlU' consmuit, &c,"-WOOD'S Fuui, 11. s. 

The reader may coosult the Atheu O.rollumif for a' iong catalogue of Philippa's writings, chiefly 
regarding the law of Englund, . . . 

To the Hunourabk Sir Harbotk Grim'ton, Bart. Muter of Ike Rolls. 
, 

SIB., 
I F the Holy Scriptures had not told U8 that rebellion was ,the sin of witchcraft, w.e 

have bad cause enough to believe it; when, in the evil days of our last twenty years 
unhappy wan and confusions, we have seen -60 very much of the foUy and madDets of 
that soul, as weH as ' kingdom~destroyiDg ain, and perceived all that traded therein to 
have met with Circes, and the fate of Ulyl8cs- -hi. companions, aud to have been alm~t 
transformed into swine, who muzliog-in the earth, and looking for some filth agreeable 
to their brutisb appetite and diet, caD, without aoy remorse or · pity of better. tbiDsJ, 
turn and overturn, spoil and tram~ upon the fairest flower. '; and are at the . belt :110 
otherwise to be esteemed than &I men hew,itched, or hugely Diided by tbeit:own, $~. 
cies, and arrived to a d~ree beyond, ,fautlcks, anJ ! .... Dear ,unto madD.,u "tbc: moat 
outragio .. inhabitant of Bedlam: When, .. in th. beginni"g of theloDg and UDbappy 



par~ia~ent i~ the year 1641 , it was their common outcry that the Jaw80f England were 
their bl~th.Mght) t~ey should be most miserable if they did not. enjoy them, could after 
that, wltbout 3!1}' ~ust caUle, ,take arms to defend and preserve them, and employ 
themselves, th~lr wl,ves and chlldre~. in ~ procession or pageant to dig and make out-
works and fortificatIOns about the city of London, to secure their Jaws and liberties 
when in effect they did but keep them out . and after that, engaO"e themselves and ~ 
many as they c8uld enforce unto it by an illegalleaA"ue and covena~t, to mainta{o them 
at~~ yet after the ki.ng's murther. by that rebellious contrivance. and the consequrnc; 
of It. and a c'eciaratlOD made and published by those that calling themselves a parlia .. 
ment, ~bllt tbo~e laws w~re ~ost ~uitnbJe to the good and constitution of the nation. 
co.uld, III tbe huecano C?f their pretended reformation of the same laws. agitated and 
driven on by a mechaml'k party that did Dot understand them, endeavour all they 
could to subvert ~nd take away those very laws. as they 11IIIi done tile lives of many, 
and the estates ot mOl:lt c.>f t1,lOse of the kin~'!S party. who really, and not hypocritically, 
fought for thf'm and their kID/(. and aun:ntured all they had in it; and in that furious, 
ignorant, and sf'lf-seeking humour of reformation, could like nothiug but what Cil.lIlC 

out of their own groundless imaginations: The discipline and orders of the church 
were louked upon as Antichristian; the laws were pretended to lJe chargeable, dila
tory . and Antichristian; tbe equitable sense of laws and scrir.turc:~ of their own framing 
and pick ing out were more (as ihey said) to be esteemed, t lall the better or learned 
interpretations of them: The inward flpirit and intentions of lIlen were to be the rule 
of all our ju~tice and actions : Old customs and cOI)"titutions were to pass away. and 
be lai~1 by, and the new ilH'Cntions and notions acted (as they foolishly imagined) by a 
more divine light, were to take place, and rule in the stead of them. In order where
unto the common people were taught in aU their discourses to make that which before 
they had taken ltO murh care of, to be as a by_word or reproach; the law itself must 
be called a (.'heal, and tht' lawyerl:l, whom the heathen could stile' SltCCrMtes JU8tlti tZ, 

and our christian fore-fathers, Lmu/abill' gmus IlOminlltll qui in campo ju sli' i ce tflllQUtJ11J 
athltlll.' militant, so hated aud threatt:llccl, (except. at !loch times as tht:y had need of 
them) as it "US sume danger to wear a gown; and one of their mighty mechanick 
commander,~ threatened to pull off their gowns, and hang them up in Westminster-hall 
among the Scot('h colours. The judges were many times threatened to be pulled out 
of the courts, and from their tribunall:l; the inns ot court. the nurseries of the Jaw, de· 
signed to be turned into brew·/luuses. tenements, or garnsons. and places tor quarter· 
ing of their :abbi rerl·coatsoldiers, That which was in ou.r law-bol.>ks of' F~ench or 
Latin, must be translated. Rnd the writs, process, and pleadll1gs put mto English; and 
they knl:w not right reason, the original and foundation of at! lilW S, nor the W8>, or 
method of it, would like no law further than their vulgar and shallow undcrstandmgs 
could come lip unto it: And wherf', they might ur could reach it, f<lUnd it to be no loss 
unto 'themselves to pull down old laws and constltuti.ons, to the end they might be 
gainers by the iD\'ention of setting up new. Every thing but theDlSd\l~8 ,were gri~\I .. 
anct's -: The moral and judicial laws of l\-fost"s were commended and desHe~ to be 10-
troduced bv some, and those of Holland and ~cotland by others; that parliament not 
long ~tore "u much adored by a factious and relJelllous part of the people, as the rehel 
lsraelitel:l did their golden calf; when nothing but the parliament was to be the standard 
of ,their religion aDd C~K'1ence; 1l0W seemed unto them, !lot to be w~1I COn!itlt~tttl, or 
jn equal frame or halanep , but would be much better If tbe Venetian ~alloung' uux 

,were .caat ·in amoPgat them, the military officers and cOOln~andt'rs, n lal~y 01 whom could 
not t't"ad Eogilsh. and WOIlle write it~ bus) illg thc,IUselves III rt'adl11l! L,v)' ~ncl Plutarch, 
and other heathen authors translated into English, and not well obsernng the many 

I Conatitut. Otboboru in Lintlwood, 
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mutinies, seditions, dangerous and trouhltllome alterations and changes, which the 
people of Athens and Rome had sadly experimented and dearly paid fl)f, and how I-hose 
1c\,t:Ihug humours, by necessity, as well as fate, fell afterwards into, the better state 
and condition of monarchy, thought nothing so good and profitable for the good of 
the people and of lilemseives (more especially) than to advance and increase tht: changes 
of government, which was most commonly cast into a frame and design of' their own 

. inler'·sb. Every cOlllmon soldier thought himself as wise aod as fit to flClme a com
monwealth as L)'l:llfgUS or Solon; and pretended that their business was not only to 
fight, but to be le~islators and superintendents of our parliaments as well as laws.; they 
were to bind and limit them to their (silly as well as knavish) contrivances. The lands 
of the crown, clwrch, and loyal party, were to he a part of their laud of Canaan; and 
tllI:Y wCI'e to make what fu.rther progress they could in the altering of laws and cus~ 
tarns, hitherto, and through many ages, so very lUuch al'proved: Put down the old 
ofiices and employments, and erect new; and the citizens and men of trade finding 
fault with all but the multiplied deceits and knaveries of their own trades; which, 
with the adulterating and euhauncing of all mallulactures and commodities, have not 
ouly lost and spoiled our trade in foreign parts, but do, by the connivauce of their 
companies or myst.eries, and for want of a due execution of laws, and rt'gulations of 
falshoods, ycarly cozen and cheat the people at home, as much as amounts to some 
m illions of sterlin~ mouey, or a great deal more than doulJies our tax.es, aud 1I0t un. 
derstandlllg the right rcaSOIl, just euds and intentions of' our laws, uor distinguishing 
betwixt the right use auu <tou:,e uf laws, of the which only the cozening part of the 
people are guilty, neither contented to have gained so much as they had done by the 
law and its residence at London, could not be satisfied unless they could pull it all ill 
piece!!, and make a merchandize of it; and bdieved a citizen in a committee, by the 
study and help of a diurnal, being the tinder to the greatest of all rebellions, to be as 
grand a statesman as the .late Lord Burleigh. or as if he had been uoulld apprentice to 
Solomon, .and sen' cd out his time in the compiling of his Proverbs: And their multi· 
pl,Ving costly orders at six shillilll{s and eight-pence, or ten shillings a piece tor a few 
lines, to be as great a blessing and refreshing to the people, as the land of promise was 
to those that had endured a torty years tedious journey through the wilderness; and 
when. as too many of' themselves were, and are by their tricks of trade, the grand and 
superlative grievances of the kingdom, could at tilt same time raise their talse and 
groundless clnmours awl scandals against the king, the church, and the laws, because 
))e would not quit his regalities, and suffer a rebellious and prev~iling part of the 
people to enslave the residue, though our religion and laws did torbid it. In the midst 
of which frenzies, whilst the tradesmen did drive on tht soldiers, many of whom had 
been their run~a·gate. or cast-off apprentices; and the soldiers were driven ou and eo .. 
couraged by some lecturers, and men of extempore nonsen8e, rather than divinity ·; 
and the devil leading them with his Dew lights. and false expositions of scripture, and 
a g-clinillg ungodly part of the people, were ~usy in plundering and oppre"iDg the loyal, 
honest, small, and remaining part of them, and used our ex(,:ellent laws and customs lUI 

the Hactriaus are said to do by their paft:Du when they are sick or aged, and tet their 
('antI sepuJcltraits, dogs kept on purpose, to tear and devour them: It would bave been 
. a wOluJer how any of the most refined rigiltre&soD.or constitution of our -laws could 
rest in q' liel. when the graves of lOme of our. British or Saxon kings were in a mot,t 
unchristian and bal'barou. lIianner opened and. di.tur~d, and their dUlJt and boDes cut 
into the ail' and high .. ways, and t.he Book of God itself suffer~ a kind ·of mlS'l.yrdoDIe,. 
in their suspecting the original, and co,~riDg the sense and: meaning thereof with ridi.
culous notioDli and ignorant intel'pr~tatioD'. . . :;',' , 

Or that a very innocent and leJ(&l:part of the ling's revenue, &0 well employed in 
the support and administration orj\JItice, should escape .a disturbance: and therefor~. 

10 
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the fines which were. ~sually,. a~d throuRh many past centuries and ages, paid in 
Chancery npon all.onglnal Writs In personal actions, wherein the debt or damages de
manded ~xce{~ded forty. pounos, must have its share .in the suffering under tho!le grand 
and cOlltlllu~d perst'cullons of trut.h, loyalt~, and right reason, and be forhidden by an 
act of a factIous part of. the people, supp.osmg themselves to bt: the commons of Eng
lan~, assemble~ to parliament, anrl sac.nficed but to the pretended liherties of the 
people, to t~e llIIte!lt to I~ave them ~s little as they could 01 their liberties in greater 
malters: wluch bemg. with other 01 our good laws and customs, worried and cr}t:tl 
down by the causless outcries and clamours of those that better understood their ~wn 
evil purposes and de!ligns in it, than the ori~inal institutioll, benefit, and right use of 
them, could llot rise a~ain, or be revived, until that happy restoration of our killer, re
ligion. laws, and liberties; nor then neither, without the cicatrict,s and scars of' the 
wound!i under "'hich they formerly languished; ami as the imagination, being once 
hurt. is seldom ever after free from those melullcholick impressiOlis which it once har. 
boured" so did those of a ~ece8~it.r of. retol'mi~g our ~uws, or of supposed evils or gri.e
vances III them, beget an III 01'1111011 III the minds ot the peoplt·, where yet it sticks so 
much, 'as some well-meaning and good meu are nol so willing as they should he to 
abandon the causeless suspicions and prejudices which they had entertained of them: 
and those illusions, and inconsiderately received impressions, have as yet kept up in 
too many the humour of endeavouring to overthrow those and many other of our 
good laws and constitutions, wluch, if understanding or kllowlC<Jge may be the judges 
or touchstone of them, Will appear to deserve a better uS<.lge. 

The more than ordinary misapprehension whereof, by those that build upon no bet
ter a foundation than the ignorance of its legal, original, and right use, hath summon
ed my rluty to am sovereign and his laws to hinder, what I may, the unjust censures 
and il1-advisedness of some people, who are as ready to cast away their own good, as 
those who, to avoid a little coltl, which their delicacy, and a surfeit upon peace and 
plenty, cannot verswade them to indun:. can think it to be no small part of pru
dence to tear up and burn the planks of the ship wherein they are sailing at sea. and 
far from the shore, and run the inevitable hazard of perishing by the fury of a cooler 
element; and that I might satisfY such as mislike the payment of fint's in Chancery 
upon some original writs, and that it hath lor many ages pa!:lt b~cll a most legal and 
useful part of the crown revenue, without auy the h.-ast of grievance io the people, or 
our so often r('iterated l\Jagna Charta, or any other our Jaws or liberties; and shew 
them that the usefulness and legality of'it is not taken away or diminished, because a 
part of it is paid or goeth to the support of the lord chancellor, or lord-keeper of the 
great seal of England, for the time bt'ing, in that grt~at and as eminent as careful place 
of administration of justice, in granting writs remedial, or abating by modcnttion and 
equity the rigour and justice of the la .... s, many times too unconscionably made use of, 
or put in execution by the I)eople, one Up~1l the other, who arc to be enforced ~nd 
kept from being over s~verc, or takmg unJust advantages oue upoo another, wiuch 
hath taught the most of nations to look upon t.hat high and superlative oflicer of state 
as greatly necessary; and to givt: hiul allowances ue~o.ming so great and honourable 
a cllarge and employment; insomuch as the \'try thntty alld prudent commollw~alth 
of Venice, well understanding the usc and dignity of tl.lat grt'at officer in most ~f ~he 
kingdoms and Datio08 of Europe, and ~hc necessity of IllS h()nou~able sup~ort, do tlunk 
it requisite to aUow the-iT grat4 cancelJle,'o a great revenue out of the puiJilck s~ck. . 
. And that it cannot be a grieyance. that the mat;ter of the roJis. and cursltors In 
Chancerj.'. art: aiJowed t;Qme part of that small part nf the king's revenue for their sup .. . 
port and encourao-emeut, which woult.l be mort' l.·hargeable to the people, and be more 
unequ~, ' and Dotconaist 80 well with the rules of justice, if it should be raised by any 



486 Tracts during til< Rtip-o/ King Charles II. 

other way or contrivance, to give them a recompence proportioned tp their carel 'and 
lahours. 

Which my endeavours I have presumed to offer unto your view; Dot that I caD 
believe that your known integrity, sincenty, and care of justice in that honourable of
fice and dignity, wherein hi. majesty hath worthily placed you, can, by any bius of 
sc:lf- interest, lead you to a bet ter liking or approhation of these my labour., in tile vin .. · 
dicatioll of a le~l duty, which so many are ready to throw stones at;..; ami do disJike 
it, not because It i~ not a friend to Cresar, but because it is. But that I can be sure 
to be well weight!d in the balance of judgment b.v ~!OU. who, in the times of OUf UIl

happy wars and turmoils of the pc:n and sword, when. the leas roared ancf swf'll((i, the 
winds and waves cuft each otht'r, and mountains and short· breaking seas did only busy 
themfIClves to run over one anuther, would not, like the reprt"8entation of our old Bri_ 
tannia, sit safely upon the rocks, and contemplate lhe fury of the seas, but would with 
your boat adventure to launch into the dt'ep~ and hdp to rescue, as well as you could, 
the shil) of the commonwealth, which, by the inconstancy of wiu(ls and weather, ·and 
the rage of many waters, had lost her anchors, rudder, masts, and cables, and was 
ready to dash upon the next rock she met Wilh, or founder or sink into tht' hottom of 
eo unmt'r<:iful heap of waters j and, when the law was in extremes, and at the lasl gasp, 
did. like the undespairing Roman that bought a field when Hannibal . Llt'ing at the 
gates with a conquering and prevailing arm}', had put }{ome illtn more than au ordi
nary fit of an ague. publish t~ost' excelleDt Rt-ports of your lcamed fatheT~inplaw Jus .. 
tice Croke. to tell. a8 wdllts Instruct the students of our laws, that our JawlS would not· 
with~tanding. like the triumphant Jawrel and peaceful palm. be green a:{ .. ill aut! t;\'cr 
flourish ing; and did, together with some other ~ood patriots and wf-II-wilShen; to your 
king aud country. adventure your estate, ami. not without some hazards and dangers, 
did, by aU the rocks, shelves. aud quickpliands, mort : perilous than those of Goodwin, 
over the S('ylla of a guilty party on the one hand, and b.y the Chaf}·Odis of a pre\'3il. 
jog interested part} of the other hand; and of ·a~ many mure diffic:ultit's as, IIumrued 
up all togtth.-r, made a miracle. help w brin~ into the -port or haven tbat weather
beaten and distressed ship, fraught with the invaluable riches of the hupt's flf England, 
and restorer of nur peace and plenty; who halh budt up and repam'd our Jerusah:Ill, 
and brought om refigion. laws, alld liberties from its captivit,Y. and the waters of Ba
bylon: in contemplation whert'of: his maj~!sty, wdl ullderstantiiog how much It would 
conduce to the brood and welfare of hil1lstlf and his people, did intrust yuu With the 
keeping .of his records. bring the evideocelS of the people. as they WfOre called 10 an aact 
of' parliament in 43d E. JJI., together with those which ha\'e been since added Iht're.
unto, ano do now relliain in the Tower of London and in tht' high court of <..:han .. 
cery; and with the dispensinA' of t'quity and conscience in causes accustomed to come 
before you:. in \\' hich great office and employments, and care for the common good, 
that you may long continue. is, as it OUttht to be, the hearty well-wishes and cJesir~i of 
all that know you: amongst whom you cannot err, if you shall please to number 

Your most humble servant~ 
FAB1Abi PHILIPPI:. 

The AI,ti9uity. Legality, right Use, and ancient lTsag~ if Fin~s, tD be paid in Chance_ 
r!! upun Ihe liui"g Dut (Jr vbtammg lome &rts of origillal Writ' returnabk hattl tire 
Court Q/'Com,uotl Plea" Wtstminst~r. 

The payment ~f 6net upon original writ~ i~ En~land was, anci~Dtlf and origiti~~lf' 
not as aDY exaction, purchase, or money given to defile or betray JUlttce~ but .18 retn-
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butioDI or oblations to the prince, or supreme magistrate, for hie ~race and favour in 
~ranting wriu remedial and as some recompence of his charges and care ill causing 
Justice to be done to all that have need, or should seek for it. 

Anel lome or such like payments to the magistrates or ministers of justice were in 
use, more than two thousand years ago.' amongst the Grecians, the grand pretenders 
to morality arid justice, that greate6t of the ,oirtues, where, besides a certain sum of 
money deposited -by the plaintiff for the making good of his actiol) or complaint. he 
against whom judgment was ~iven did I)ay a fine as a vectigallcmerarit iitigalltis." 

And when judges were app'lmted for the hearing of a cause, who, amongst the Athe. 
nians, were ill many civil CBuses but as arbitri or arbitrators, <:onstituted by more sn~ 
preme judges or magistrates, they were to meet at the place lor them ordained, there 
expect both parties until tbe evening j at which time. if neither. or but one of the 
parties ar'peared, it was in their power to fine the party neglecting. ~ccording to Jaw. 
And at the time they entewt the suit, and wrote the accusation, wilh the fine which 
was required for damages, the judges received, as a fce from the plamtiO', one drachm, 
which, according to the Attick valuation, was in the lowest account seven· pence half
penny, and the <Egiuean, twelve-pence half-penny. 

And are nothing like either a burtlen or oppression, when it shall be, as it ought to ' 
be consiriered, that amongst the Romans,l who imitated them, and were so exact and 
curious in their justice as they would not a great while permit their magiitrates, prretors~ 
or lord chief-justices to take their wives with them into their provinces, ne ./emilUl1 in 
avar;Jiam suapte natura proptn,re, POIt:l1tire sllbnire provim:iam t:.lpilurc'lt. 4 And that the 
plaintiff· could not «<tustissimo jure, by a most ancient law or usage go to law, as Varro 
tells us, nor the defendant be permitted to make his defence without an equal or cer
tain sum of money deposited both by the plaintiff aod the def{"ndant, which the span
siol/ea, sacramenta, and stipulatiollcs amongst the ancient Romans do testi(y, and that 
of the monies deposited as well by the detendants as the plaiutiffs. Qui judicio vicerat 
suum sacramentum, id est, pecunia illterJH,'s;tum aJ/.f~rebat~ victi ad tl'rarium redibat. But 
that being found too troublesome, was af'krwards reduced only unto the plaintiff's dc
positing of the tenth part of the money demanded, by undertaking that the defendant 
should have it. if the pla.intifi' did not make good his action. 

Which Justinian, S at the time of his compiling the civil laws, finding almost grown 
out of use, and .thillking it fit to abolish, did afterwards see cause enough to restore 
and set up again. 

And it did t,;ome to be so usual and customary, as there were gratuiltE oblationu· 
for remedies in matters of right and justice, or for lawful tavotlrs, and they were some
times, and not un frequently, called, Pt:llllam aUre(11Jl quod Milium habtat dU7Ilinus de 
assensu et sub,eriptione quod possel .fieri tllla pent,a aurea, were frequently offered and 

paid. h .. . . I rd h II . ... I And t e pnmtserJnlUs,' or 0 c ancc or, or prmups pl'a!lorU ommum sportu arum 
qum a litigantibus Ilolvebantur particeps erat, et majus stiperuiiu'm quam ceferi offici; sum
mates perdpiebat. 

Wbicb necelsity or custom of payiog fines for suits or controversies was so well 

I Sigonisaa, .lib. 3. de Repub. AUten. 5'25, 530 • 
• Roua ArchlllOlugia At.bct.. 1 IS). IS5, et 136 • 
• Roeinu. de AtI~iquitat.. ROlli. 
, Honoman in ParU' Juri, de ·Actionibua. Sigoniul lib. 1. de Judicii \ cap. QI. Varro de Lingua Latin&. 

Bodin de Repub. Jib. 6. 
s ~g. ult.. Anuq. ~d. NoveL lit. . , . . 
(i MatIJ..do Afilict\1 an ~ cap. prelftU Soct. et de prolublt. feud. ahen. per Fredenc. II. 6. et Frantrklul 

ue Laudemiil. . 
1 d. ~ Ii. C. de Princip. Aatn. et PaudlOll. 9 Corument. in NoticuUll utriUlq. Imperii. 
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likl!ci hy the Goths, and that inundation of northern ,nations, which, in the anwieldi
TU'SS of t.he Homan empire and drclenslOD of it, ,had overrun .• 'l{ft'.M. part of its··Ewo
pt:an terrilories, as though they hated the ('~villa".l'Tohibit.ed ita use, 8ud ·dill all they 
could to dl!!ltroy anti hurn th(" books thereof, it obtained anlUogst .them Il8 Rood au eq· 
t("rtainmelll as it bad furmerly in lhe civil · law, by an allowance of that manner of de· 
positm~ of the decimam parlt:"" litis. Notwithstanding ... IUl"h th~1.d.id ahlo.at'tef JUtig
IDClll givt'n uigere. and caretull~ c?lIt:'ct -tht'lf .Iream or pt'ualhes ImpalEd .UpGIl" t.he 
vanquished by the judges, 8S the Sahque aDd Alman laws' and customs do trequeDl~ 
cvidt"ncf. 

Frum whence it came to be in UBe amOftg'st the old Franks. {nnw metamorphOMCd 
into the French,} a pt!ople once ~!\teemed to be as free ... their· name illlporttd, and 
tak~n to t,e the clts/oties libtrtlJti.f .of that part of Gennany, there being then, : and ~ tor 
many ages aft('r, no·other e3.'JH:1IM,e Iilis, or char~e9. given to·him that (ll't:vailt'd in law. 
but the tenth part of the mon~y 80 deposited, until that l'harl~s 1 V. King of Fr.mce •• 
who Ih'ed in the latter end of the rei~n of our King f:dwal'l! 11. mad.t ·a law or decree 
ul vic/us victor; in UpttM';J· teneretur, that the party condemlll'd shnuld pay the chr.tl"ges 
·of the other party. yet so notwithstanding as the teuth pari conlinued to be ·paid to 
. the Exchequer, .~purt"ulm't1m d judicii numillc, or as mercedes judic'l1Itju"fl~, for the rewards 
anc! fe.'t's of Ihe judges and tht-ir maintenance. 

In Huu~ary.) being an decti"t: kingdom, where the people kept a continual guard 
upon their liberties in the !Jlil/ori clltJ("eliarit1: re~' .f taro, they did not thiuk it, ill a",,() 
·]486, to iJe a grievance ·to pay Jor certain writs, or letters. a ct'rtam rat(' per.ctnt. and 
for mall,}' other juxta quantitaum pOl6en;D1Us uu rei obttmitz. "abita CORClJrdUl inter 
caU8lmte, et protcmotarium. . 

And was in other coun tries and kingdoms, by a custom of paying morlerate fCH in 
chancery upon the obtaining writs or ·prot-'ess remedial from the prince or 8uprern~ma- . 
gi!itrat.e. 50 allowable; as in that great dominion of Burgllndy and itR larg·e extent of 
provlOCl'S, in Ulmo domilli 1~8~, which was in the reign of our Kin~ Richard 11., the 
iet's or rates of the chancery were set and ordained: pour lll/eUre· (a writ heing no 
other than a short letter or rescript) du pclil 3e~1 pour It: dl"f ,i/ tic lJJomC'iXlleIiT. sir 
de"icrs , f!lJur Ie t/roil tlu I(lbel/ifm. j dc.'tliers el It- cOllqjulfllr. I I deN . /i//t:ra j Frollcorum 
flSV . lId I' e,I"Cb'8l-t.v: pro duobus jllribus 2 solitJos sex dell. tur(JU. dt' q",bus dominus d,u' 
Cllp;t 17, tJ('IIf/1·io.1 t:l labeilio reliquunl C()(Iciju/o,' !to. denarKJII ft lit HI luWm duos ~'olido::; 
cum dellal'io litertl 1 ~O }" ·at/I.'t)rum, (being but lSeven pound English,) I'; ~oJ.ldoo·. ,; tim. 
turcm. d.:bet d~ fjuibus dtmd,fUs dfll.r capit 10 'folid. quinqMe dttl. turon. P"U re&istru 
tllbtll,O clipit rt:illjllUfn ei pro coot1jutvre ,;,; den. ;n tilera rttenl;otlis be'/Iunum, (like our 
Wflts of r ecQ,'dlJ1·i to remove plamts upon distrelses,) non compulatvr fructus nequc 
du,."us, &c. ' 

Wbich the princes of the German empire, (a people supposing themselves to he very 
free,) in a dit't und~r their emperOf" Sigilmonrl, in amI. 142.1. which was in the reign of 
o.ur ·King H l""ll r) VI. did hold to ·be 50 1egal and rea&OBable. "8 they ordain~d. That in 
(:OI.crllol';o rede'f1lpliunts liltrarumjudiciarum et cunseT"VOlarum '~netur ollflqua co"sue
tudu 'jusdem COttc.:c:tltJritJ:; and that tor fee.· of wril. in chancery, pro Ilttns gmerallbul, 
24 dtIIOTI; should be pall"!, &c. 

And 1O.a dl t't holden in OtlTlO 1546 and 1548. whioh was in the beginning of ·the 
reign of our King Edward VI., the ·prince8-of Gem)any did oldaiD and limit the taxes 
c:olIl."t:llat itl'.' viz, amongst m~ny .o~h~r 1·~tt:.S.' Pt'O smlplJ(.'; ('j/at;~me "n,u,}lorenu, t:I qIJarta 
pars ~o7·efll. And wht'n an mhlbltlon IS mr,erted, dUll" .fiur61l' et duo par~es fiorelli, ~o. 

, LL.. S.lick tt Alman. • BiJPIoniut in l'tIarculli rurmulal. 496. . J In It~ibUl Huftpri.! 
l),:rcet. MatlJ :r Mtgill.nnn 1486. Artie 76. - , c.:"n~lidudiuea Burgundi .e, Jib, de Gt.belt, lH7. 

i G\lJ..III, tu ~ C\ln'lIt.u~Qnn IInpt'riaJfS, 26 .... tit. 33. et +4-7. tho 2$. 
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Atlf"; lomen cum crtptum ,it chancelUtri« ob laborem' et operam· in qua/ibet causa hahere 
ratiOlltIA et 49uam mercedt1ll aa:ipia! vic/ores CtlUlarum 'iuibus e.rptnS4: adjudicantur in. 
om.ni6uI c~ in quibu~ nu/J(}j sroten/;arum liUra, (which, before that time, usually 
paid great teee, and bemg a(:coullted unnecessary, were left OF'hi/rill partis whether he 
would sue them out or no,) SUmunillr tem:antur se cum adminj~'tra/ore laborum et operum 
ergo ad ipsi,,:', taratiOtlrol (quam 9UO'f)i8 te~JX»'.c jiLt·ta m{l~nitudintm. et '1ua/ita/em, 
adtoqtu: c~nd.twnem cau¥(£ ac portlum medlOCTl et lolerabi/l motU" factal) priusquam 
tJ:penue ad to.randum producalltur. aut e.reculoriales couccllar;tE partibu.¥ cIJllccdmllur. 
Notwithstanding that there is besides a cu/keto prov;"cialis, qUle Lands/cuI" 'IJ{I(;(lwr, 
'lutZ "on nudt m 8igllum 8ul!ieclioms. cl vi abs()tu/te superioritalis, sed !Jroj;'uclibu~' et 
(lIloJUtMlllisjuri~d~·ct.iunis; ium pro curis et taborilJUIi, .necllot' ob re~(}mpcn.ffltiorlem CJ.1)e1I
sarurn fjU(lS dommljactrc et patl debellt pro pace et (Iutctc ieflcllda mter liubdiloS, pro sua 
dig"i!ale servuruia, P"o stllariis OJ)i'culiium (ldjustilwm admill;Strandtl uigilliT. Which 
ohiolas or pledges betllrt:-baod towards the satisfa(:tion of costs. and the' line. projiJ/so 
ciamore, were in France by a law, or edict of Charles IX. made to be vecliga/judit:iarum 
ad ('lJl,ikmlom t:til!at()rum lIum;llllm illdomitam (;1 ~llra:7Ujtam liccntiam, quo vi.r utiu", 
(saith:ll Bodin) ujflicti' «Tadi opibu8 uJjliu~' cl GaL/ilE imperio Jilimn innumerafnJj multi. 
tudinc opprcs8Qs splendidiu, cugitari polerat: a kind of revenue oul of the law, to les.';(' ll 
or take away those great multituuei of law~suits with wiJich France then abounded, 
which brought a great supply to the publick treasury, aDd produceu the efit l,; t in,.. 
tended. 

And our reforming broLhers of Scotland have found 10 little fault with those or the 
like customs, as the ·Iords of secret council aud session (as tbey there are called) tJid, 
no longer ago than in amw Jbo6,l in the reib'11 'of King James the Sixth. bJ 1m com
mi.ioll limit and set down t.he prices or fees to the director of the chancery, w,hlch 
varied according to the qualities of the persons, and values of the mattefll or lhings. 
as twellty 'shillings &Ols money for a set'ond or tlurd precept; alld tor a summons of 
error past the (Iuarter scal, four pounds Scottish money; and to lhe ket'pers of the 
signd, tell ahilling!J Scots money for a SUOlmOllS; whicb were ratifi~d bf act of pal'lla~ 
mcnt in that kingdom in an110 DUTIl, J02J : and do at this day kcCJ) their chancer)', and 
the fee" and profits thereof' so lugh, 3:J tor. a defendant's t>nt~ring 1U10 a rcco;.;llIzancc 
or obligation in a snit depenJing bdore the lords of !lCSSlon, or court of' justice so called, 
which, with us, without passing the great seal, would not have cost twenty shillings. 
being to pas!:! the seals in their chaucer.}', no less than torty pounds sterling is demanded 
tor tile illl:utcnt charges thereof: 

Loll~ before which, and Ill&UY of those or t.he lik~ customs in other nalions, the pay
ment of· fines in Englanu upon origmal writ.i issuing out of the chancery, did. by 
imitation of the Greeks aud Itomans, or I he light anu law of llature, and tht! same, or a 
like rt'abOll, very early come Ullto us ; as may lJe pt.'rceived by that law of King llll~. ill 
anno 72l1. when tbe defendant diu piglHm~ depouert! ante JiIC!» l£slimatam; and by tht~ 
HJ;tIlS, Over8tUIIt!Ist'8, aud ffllelldal;lJ"t!$ Pacif, paid to the king in the lime of our 
,Saxon aucestors and Kiu~ Henry 1. Rnd the StJcha~, wh.ich w~re in that nature paid ill 
those .days to the: lord, of mauOI", upon !.U1ts or actions In thelJ' pelty courts. 

And -It appearlJi by the fine-rolls in the reigns of KUlg John! .Hen. HI. Ed.!' Ed, ~l. 
and Wltil i.5 Ed. UJ., that .tinei were pairl upon very mall.Y. If nol all manDer of W~lts 
origiul i.uing out _of .. he Chancery, and even upun actions of trespass; and beJDg 

. . 
? ~U! de. A:r&rio PubliC4, Q ..... ,. Simon de ¥llMis, Lib. 3-
... Budin de Repub. lib. 6. ' 
• 'lS I)arl. J.u:(lbii allno J6sl. . 
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,;nce 25 Ed. Ill. by the grac •• nd f •• oo. oftloe.4>hoattry ... OiI,ohaacdlor"' {lIoiwith
standing diverse petitions in parliameat in thatk.tng.'.fI reign.. '\<t. iCH'Qe4iJi.~hich he had 
given' negath'e -attSWffS, and .to othel'8)··refcrred4.btm to th".cBui~o ... iottiral mYoUPo 
ably \Vit..ll· thcm .thercin,) r~duced"to that wblch they .~w are"vii ..... bete-thedeht ,OI· 
damage dem.,nrled .• rid expreoiSl:d·doth "".Md.the.,unI ·<Jt· ,thoty pohDil .. ··tbmo· ;,;·..,ty 
paid six .hilting"and eight-pence: from' tbeqoe to one hundrc(l ·rnatks,'arid tMnce. to 
one huodred,pouads ten ,s~Uings. a~, 'so proportionably, aceott!ing tt1o)that-hte~ Q ·the 
sum ,of money demanded and expl"t's~ed shall exce~d the 8um of one·h'undred·poumb • 
. Which probabJy. U1igh~ be-so limited, or restnined, .by oc~jon ~.~ 1>ditiori "of ithe 

contmOnl in parliament m the twenty.4if,\b ,yeaT of d'le fe'gp. ·of, Kmg Edward llL, 
wh,'re they did -I)ray, That I /u .gracef de (a ·da7tttUorie pour.·briifj· IJ'VfJir, 1ft 100l '-tit:'
fOl'TlI(S si dures fie' si estreites ·come ore.ONt eslre .de,"(Jiod quar Iwme ell I'Tent-on-tn -Ia 
c/UJNce(/erie jilll de. chesCtnl maN~r ,de btiiffs et «ttJ' jiJu .eront fJdie,. maintelfmtl ' en' le 
hallcper'_9ut: de CfO en orere 1ft tltoitfoit 9u<1 c!tOIe ut Ii ·gru.nd ·dama~e ·all" .pettbk qtte 
gelt/%. tie poient l(1Jr , boit pou1\fuier pur rt(l$one de Je- gral1d chtJr-ge ~dife et en 'g'l"(md 
arrer;stemt:!1lt de. prtdit Ie roy. To which the king' answered. Jl plest I1U' rog" YIlC' Ie 
chaunceJJer loit .if gracious come it purrs ixmement, ~u'f' Ie grimt du br~f8 consideranf 
r~tat des PUS01lt:s '1UlieS pourchaltml. 

And may with probability and warrant enough be well conjectured to have' been, 
if not as thost: aadent .dtpo.tiltu which tho Romans and .,be civil laws might tong be~ 
fore have introducffi. or as the customs in the empire, or large walk or e1t:tent -of- the 
civil or Creiarean law. have broaght mto a well·allowed praxis, yet as honoraMa.·or 
0614/08,. rrtributwDs.(Ir tfeo-will oft-eri~ of t.he people for f.vours ·received. · 

Of 'which some of the fiDe-rolls of King .fohn 8 time a do bear t.hat title. 
Where· it ~peare'b that A/mJ, d< Burgo dot. d ... mo reg. unum polfridu",,,.. habendo 

brtlli de ROM .dWeirinIJ. 
Johannu k Tamt" dat. aid. marcam p,.. Iulbendo pone CW'Clm jrutic. domiRi rers 

apud WestrnwnlUtel'ium. . . ' 
AJagis/er Ho"o~ius A,.chidiaconul Ricltemrtnd dat, unum pnlfridum pro capienth 

ljUfJ8dam ucommultu:aIOl • 
. And before the custom of giving or assessing costs, either to the plaintiff!! or de~ 

fenliants, the plaintiff' could not, as appeareth by the form of the original writs 11'ten~ 
tioneclhy Glanvil, Lorcl Chicrf Justice of England. when he wrote his book, de <'~on~ 
sUeludi1libus Ang/;a,. in the reign of KtDg. Henry H., prolt:t'Ute has aotion upon an 'oria 
gina! wri~ which was then •. for aught appean t~ the -oontrary~ long ~f6re uit'd and 
accustomed,. bor baa .any. thing.done by,the shenW, . to ' wbom It was ·dlre<.1ed, -,Of" 'any 
proce!!s out of the Court . .of CommonaPleu, where it. was made returnahle, before ire 
had put. in to the sheriff' two,real -auretia or pledget. ctaJNJWe IUO ptr"06W/uend. which 
for iODle agee ,after continuing,_ it wu in. .. the $6:Eri.· Ill .. ordained by an 'act· of par+iaa 
me-.nt,3 That 'costl should be taken -befbto ."the .juaticee in.-t~e -pretren~e ·.of 1'he pledges, 
and ,hat tbe.pledges know the-lum of,their-fme ~iVre .. thOH',def'a:rt1ltg. But· It being 
afterwards. found 10 be aa ob5b".u~tion of justice,. :and • deoiaI 'Or d~ay of it, where poor 
men, or of low and. mean .COnd,tlon ,W".fe·not able" or :CODld not ·wlthout great -troul.Jfe 
or jDconveDiences~fore.haad : pracure·,ure:ties in their luits in lrekiog forjUArice~ ca
pec;'lIy aga;hllt rich or. potent ad ............ ·'(altb.ugh the judgt8·d;d-by o;,.,rftiog (If 
court ·.Dot ,eldqm~ ,&!J , tberecorda -fio ,witn..,; propter pauptrIGtmff.-,·di:speme .. wttb:;ttre 
putting in of !u~ties to pro~ute.) iL did by re~80n.~f a more ratiooal ,or speedy. way 
and course of.taxmg·or usea&lllg ~~, .att4 ptttHng m the 'llltne'eu~rioti:for.'~the:Prin
cipal debt or cause of aCli9n, grow into a, ~tude. and a -m~. 'fti'hIu1iiy,·of. .... etvr.oing 
pledges or sureties for the p~ylllCllt of the C08'ts to the. party vaDqui~og, and the 'fines 

• Rlol. Pari. 2,) Eo s. m. 29. , FiDea 6. Jobanai. 10 • J 38 E. iii. cap; I. 
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wb~ we,.,/>efure carefully coIIect4ld for.thekiog, and together with th. miJericordiOl, 
.. !"~ uf>O.n""!f1n prD8f'lue~dw, and upon.eYery}udgment. are now only entered with a 
nu.rtJr.tCOr4U1' rn the margm, and made a conSiderable reV('Due to the king, (as by the 
~tntat;..JIO.U. of the ;Url; ,or circuits) in the reign of Kin, Edward 1. may appear,) being 
ricIt ,ao,W', ~poeedJ 'the feigned and ulual nam~s of John Doe and Richard Roe, to avoia 
alterations In the formuUzI or 'proceedings of the law. and, he evi I corue(luencea which do 
often happen b, innovations, do only yet remain to tell us the fonner reason and de. 
sign 'of the ,J.w' therein. 

Whioh-' payments of fine., upon the suing out of original writs in debt. for sums of 
money- for which fines are to be paid according to the usage and course of Chancery, 
may ' be 8S ",arrantable as that which ,is not 'to this day complained ot~ or denied upon 
wrltJJofformedon, and ~thf'r real actions, but willingly paid in to the hanaper in Chan
cery I or that profit which heretofore came to the king upon the writ. of assi-ze of nvoei 
ditINUt,·.w.bere-the .. heriffs did hefore the statute of Westmin. 2. ' take an ox of the 
disseist'C, -or of bim which purchased an assize : And were by that statute commanded 
that they sbould not upon writs of assize (which were then the usual rem~dies in many 
real actions, and 80llfnimes in trespase) from thenceforth take a:n ox of th~ disseisee, 
but of the disaeisor only, nor receive any ox but of five shilling. price or value. Or. the 
half mark usually paKi by the tenant (or defendaat) upon the mile joined in a writ of 
light, that. the grand assize ·might enquue of the time that ·the demanflant alledged he 
was teized (If the · lands in que5tioD: U For it aeemeth," saith Littleton,· who wa~ a 
judge,' abd wrote his book afier the fourteenth year of the reign of King Edward IV., 
.. that the grand assize ob~ht otherwise to be charged only to ,nquire of the meer right, 
and not of the ·possession, &c. 

And was ·no selling andbargainil1g for justice, as some have groundles51y supposed; 
and may rectify their errorl\ by a due consideration that for QUf Magna Charta itself. 
which ,wae confirmed in the ninth year of·the reign of ~in!=t Henry IlL, and wherein 
"uUi 'OCtldemus justitiam is provided anrl ordained, the people of England did ,~ive to 
the king-the ifteenth part of aU ·tllt:ir moveables: That in the levying of fines for com
mOll assurance, there is and hath been anciently a dat. domhlO rexi, money given or paid 
to the king, . pro licentia concordtmdi, in the court of Common Pleas at Westminster: 
That. ·fur pri·v-ate acts of parliament at ·tbis day as well as heretofore, fees to the speaker 
of the House of·Commons, and lhe clerke thereot: are usually paid without any sale of 
justice, or contradiction sUPf,0sed of that branch of Alagna Charta: That in the statute 
of 18 E. [H. and the oath t lereupon given to the judges, that they shall take no gift: 
or .. reward.·nor any fee of'any person, there is; an exception, unless it be meat, drink, or 
of small ·value. 

For by tbe same reason that fiDes upon some original writs (for they are but upon 
lOme- few) ·are supposed to be ·a 'seLling of justice, the cursitor's fees ordained by the 
8tatutf:of·WestDlioster the second, in mlno IS K 1. to be but a peony for. every writ. 
which '-the price of victuals and way of livelihood (which is .now a great. deal mo~ than 
formerly}coDaidtred. amouuts unto as much as ~n-pence tor e,'err wnt, and wdl not 
.no.w bu.y •. as it 'wOtdd do then, the sixti~th part of aD ox, which was t.hen valued but 
at five sbillings: And the fees of the vlrger., and the chyrographer JO the court of 
Common.. Pleas, arKI all thOle many other fee" ordained by act of rarliament, would 
be.(u they.re not) . 'lcUiog·Ofjuitice, and a breach of Magna Charta, and unwarrant-
able. " ~ • : 
. ·Aod .bew.oever thole due and warrantable fees which are paid to clerks aDd officers 
.of :Co.ru,: and :the 6ne."hieb:me .paid upuA (,)fj~illal wril.tl, {eA,.uoing greater ftes to the 



Clirsi tofs, \'''hO '~'hoticithrell.mselbe:'tIn~ntiedtw:itb l''~ui. M 1Mxr-oprnee '*~tlie 
writi n~ : of ·~\'t'ry \hrigin"l :Whtit"·\ uarmoc'hiear .. ny;"P'0por.tlon"~J\ 'l1Yemblalice of.a bribe; 
<II" of the king"s, or any of his judges selling of justice: And if it · did, ·(a8 it ,caol\01.;') 
-br1ngldwi:l)'s plid I)y the"rtaimiff,:I tJ1Hst'theu"coriolude that "alii pbintiB's nu..et of. ne
c('s~ity nevd or 9t:hlom fatl ·ot\ thforrtd-e.siga8 o,trecov.eryj which dall.Y eIperieRot" .mnni .. 
4-r.stly-contradi<:tcth, nor 'can -possibly 'be !lo ''Gndel1ll00d,. wlJen, ns l,n-evary &Ctron, tht 
defendanb~ do. pay fees ' II!! w~, as the- fJ'&i.nt:iits; 

N"eilher 'can it he any brNlil (If Magna Charta, or injury done to the dauae 'herrin 
'of ,wlti-'rJtndemui jmtiliam .. when as the wiltdom :of. former as "ell 88 of later parlia
ments did always ti.lresee anrl -allow of a ne0e68ity of something to ,be paid to,the judgu, . 
:officials. 01' mi.nisters of justjcc~ -in the' obtaining or expediting of it, for a pruvision and 
mA,intt'uallce to support Qod :'-C':o('oqrage them -,io.,gjvmg'a dispatch to t.he people who 
'came tor remedies to the court Of justice, or tfte ichancery. ' 
. And the statute of \\'e5tmin1lter the second, ,which was not long ,after the nlnki-ng of 
Magna Charta, intended .celtaivly ,;o5t -reoompences til the del,ks ,8Rd otlicers. when it 
OI'derttcl them to use so great a diligence and care in the dispatch of justice to all that 
came for it. as"c (lejiciat juslil;(J COtJljuerettlibus c011cortit!1Jt clerici, &c. all good ways 
·and means were so to be taken by fi'aming a.nd forming of wriw acrording to every 
. man'" particular case. lit nul/us recr:dot .d (~ana:IIQr;" sillc ·~emedio. 

F'or which the king was at charges -to the officers and clerks of the Chancery' for 
rohes and liveries to be yearly giv.en them; Rnd the keepers of tht: seal took care for 
their diet and other conveoiences, -8& may appear by the u8agc and course of that court, 
jn the I reign of Killg E. IlL, ·when the king conceived himself to be so much con .. 
cerned in it, as writs were frl:quently sent to the sheriffs and bailiffs, tam- illfi'a libertatu 
·guam utro, to be -aiding and aesi.ting to the purveyors for the (;hancery. in divusis 
pr(J'Oidt:udis, or pur'iryances, de pane, 'Cino, cervi&ia, carnibus, puletrkl ct aliis victualibus 
j'"enoa'C.'mu lifler;, et Cllriogiis 'lId 'upus ips;uI carwetUzrii,) the Bi-shop of Winohester being 
then chancellor,) pro dfnariis suis 8ol'Oend. When as also the profits arising by the fines 
in those times, and long after, were collected and 1lccounted -for ill the exchequer" 

An{]' that or the like maintenance or support is again to be given to them, or Lhe Jom 
chatJ(;ellor for them, if the klllg should not be pleased to allow the profit!! arismg by 
hi~ lines upon original writs in petsonal actions to the lord chancellor or lurd ke~ver, 
'and the .master of the rolls, tor the SUllport of tholie high and hOllourabk offices lind 
places which they hold, and the cursitors for their better encouragement in the ~r~ 
vit.:e of the king and his people in Chancery in their sever oil orb. aud employmelltt.; 
.or of'berwise the people, who will Dot do any tbing.themselv.ee without pay., or tell their 
"ictuals to them without money, are to pay the cursitors juch other tee. at thei'r at
t-endance, skil~ and labour &hall merit. 

And, then:fore. if tbe ·.statute of Westmio!!ter the lecond had not -informed us, that 
besides their provisions and livelihood then provided for tbem, they had their Ip6TluItu, 
fees, and encouragements allowed them for making of -every writ, which, w.itb. their 
victual! and neceuuy provisions, made a gKater bene6t, .considering their thea 1I)00t 
commonly siogle,and unmarried condition, than tbe cursitorll fees and parts of the fillCl 
.do noW amoUl1t "ROO. . " ," 

It will be DO more improbable tbat the clerk> aDd officers of Lbe Cbaneery" ,wbea 
they ~j\ber lived in the bOUle with tbe .lo.rd-cbanceUor. or .had tbeir.dlet.aod~r,. 
maintenance elsewhere provided for -them, lJad their sportu/ll' also and fees for .theN' 
labour and care in the makilJg and.dispatch ·of writs remedial. thaa that the secretaries 
and c1er~s .ttendiDg .pono lord Gba\icollor, or keeper of 'he.greM·ocal, 9' the judgee. . . 

"~n04o Pat. 1 Eo UI. 
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.helM, arth!>y,,";" ~ave · ... d· oughbto lto_.be,ides the .. diet,· lodging and otber ne
eeleahes; · ,some fees and-establiehments,wr their re.wards in their care and dispatch of 
buinesJel. 

An- wmch tlurt parliament. which was -almost in the infancy of our then lately set .. 
tied. anfl 'cnnl.ested ~or Ma~na C~larta. wen understood when they limited and settled 
fees,. ,andJegal and Just rew~rds In l,be cottrt8?f Cha~Qer.y. Co!"tnon ~)Ieas. and King' .. 
~~ch; and all 'Our slicceedlOg parhaments did the hke In their creating other fees, or 
gn~ng allowance to those which they found to he rationally introdl.l(,t"d by time and 
anCient ~I~age. though no original constitution. or creating of many of them by a law 
can 'be ~OUIIII. but ?nl.Y by t~ authority and power of courh and discre tion of judges. 
or -the hght and ~uldance of common realion, which teacheth the clients themselves.;or 
the most ordinary IIOrt of men, to know how to reward or value benefits and accommO:-' 
dation~ recei\·t-d, and to proportion p~yment s or satisfaction!! for one another's laboun. 

And King ltidmrd II, was well informed ot: when, by aovice of his coullcillearned 
in the la w and otht:rwise, he did in the fifth :v ear of his reign to the petitioos of the 
common!J in }Ja.-Jiament, who prayerl, That' Come per k ~raml chartre suit ord(me et 
affir-nu: communefRent ell lou% QuIrt's parloments que ia ley 111: sura puint dCllie ne 'vencbt; 
tlullu; a cOlltraire de que Ie d,orlre est 11M en la c"-dnceUarie tk premlrc./ius pur dit:erses 
brit;fii avour a gl'a1lt arrerismte7lt de f eKtat de toucl Ie peuple et de 10 ley que plCle ordener 
ell t e preula parliameH-t que cllt:sculI qui vt1Idra purchali~r br~r en la diu chancellor;e cit 
k dit hriif IflIU' jill j t!irc ; answer, That nustre &igllor k Ruy utl/fellde mye de so; des~ 
m el t'a de si f(rflllt oomntodtle quad (:IiU use;:, L'ontjnllalmellt e1t d~1 c/rmll.:e/larie 5; bien avant 
C~TIlC oprrs la (:onjecJ.ion dt:l dll clllzrlre en trmp' de IOliZ ses 'llobies progeniturs 'lui dequis 

'1l1ent este lloi,~ II~ngl(!terre. 
Ami is no more a buying of justice then the fees taken by the stewards of the lords 

of manur!> in their court barons, wherein an inferior sort of justice is administered when 
they take fees upon plaints and actions, alld largely enough for admissions, surrenders, 
and Ji(X'ust's ; or the fm which are taken by guilds, corporations, and companies of 
tradt-8 lor rnl1ding or making free apprentices, or tor quart ridges to their halls. for the 
maillttnaHce of the good and credit of tllt'ir ('ompanit's j or which is paid by tile poor 
tankardj··or walt'r~b('arers, at the conduits in Lon,Jon, where e\'ery onepaycth three 
,hiUings and six.pence at his admittance. and a penny a quarter for the support of that 
poor aoo pitiful "'(lCi~ly. 

No more a buying of justice than when every ship, trading to Leghorn or Smyrna. 
pays a certain rate of t~n shitlings per cent, to ..... ards the ~upp?rt .of '.he consuls tI~ere 
re~ident. to assist them In the filath:rs of trade, ·and .procurmg Justice from the supertors 
of the territory . 

Or the tspices, or money in lieu of tlu'm. given to the judges and millisters of justice 
jn France, in the parl iament of 1'al"is, or other par.liamcnts or courts of ju~tice in that 
)ung<ium. 

Hut may be the more approved, '"!hc:n 18 our sportulte a"?d feea·.Uowe,J in England, 
.are ·Dot without lome rc:tlt'Ulhlance (If It extend. not to·a dlfed pattcrn or warrant) of 
the courses hf'1,J by God's own appointment iu his riJ!hteous theocracy ?r governn~cllt, 
.which he himl:ielf f.ran(ed for his -chosen .people of Israel j where the Levltes llnd priests 
·.of the .Jews! WllOU office& were DOt. meerly or altogether . ecclesiastical," bu~ having 

·-eomfl! ,·m.ixture of ·civil .aW.irs and judicatut'f''J aa in th.e cases o~ lepro~y aD(~J.ealou~y. 
,ltaId l.Dlattera and cOI1\fCWersiee, uul .tbe like, bad, betndes the torty.c,ght Clues, With. 
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their suhurbs bclonging. gi\'f'TI unto~ 'theriffOT their; tiupfJott .nd' 'maintenance, . some 
parts of the sacrifices and oflerings, as "not 'orily theat -of "the fI~h of the 'sin and tre. .. 
pass om'rings, but were to ha\'e the shoulders and htave .. ofreri'ogs, the wave· breast; 'and 
a part or oblation of evr.ry sort of oblations, 'With the 'r.edemption of the first·hom of 
men, a~ casualties and fees happening ~nto t~m "in t~e!.r .st'l:eral "Offlcc:s and: e81ploy~ 
ments, 'by an eternal 'law and statute of 'God 15 own maklDg. appropnate and allbw'!" 
ed unto thtm. • Qui fjllod piJlgl~ habete't/ otium, non tan/11m omnt'a legis, std ct mNil 
<.'ina' aliarumque aNium-rliligeJltwr edilcebollt ut et Egyplii,.,acud(Jtt3; who,' ha\'ing lei..:' 
sure, did a8 the J;:gyptianj)rieats, n~t only -diligently sttld,Y the I~wi but p':hyaie.k .and 
other .arts' and sCiences. dt:oque (.alth the learned "'6rotms) prrtms &a>(ilUI e,t' tillS 'ut 
er.tldi.tioribus scNnfJ/s LXX. tJiru1h kgi 'mtuime ·10/~bat. · An'd therefore 'in ~he lint ages 
the senate of l..XX. 'Were for the most· part · commonly bhosen O\lt or them. . 
, Which the light of reaeon, that di'Vi"i l"minil ·raiL;U', did 80 'w:eU intorm other na· 
tions, as the Athenians would not think it· fitting that ·their .tanding and continual 
senate, C)f court. and their judges, should be without their eompett>nt allowances and 
rewards :. and their famous and ' popular otator Demosthenes 'understood to he- !l0 nteeS· 
sary, as, in his oration against Timocrates, he saith, 'Le,r 'elt 'OObi& si ''1ua alia pr(Zc/artJ 
tU Ifu; .,ac"IJS·puhlicds'lue pecuniQl polsitknc in curia pendant. sin minus rtf lenalus If/) tia 
I~glhll' usus te/ol/ids e.rigat hac igitur lege rei communes administrtintur, Ii fJuidt:m qu~ 
in ConCiOlltl, et sacrijiciu, el ,malum, el eijUites. et olio, res pcclmitJ! im~nduntur IU!fill 
btn~ficw ' kgis abN"de 8uPfHlltnt, cum ftIIim 'CICct&galia non IUfliciunt quO! ad p~nsio,,~.r ' Ji ... 
CIlnturmdtl kg~ Juyt« -,enduntur '1rtO'flllfJdo ;gilur non omne, rtipllblicm partes dUlOl~nlu" 
Cflm ,«ctigalium pen,wnes nonjiltrint ~atit neque 'hac nisi in uit,, · atlni capcre liceat Ie .. 
natus autem et judices eIJs qui ad pemionel non s%ont 'O;nc;emJi potesta/em non hUbtDfft 
fuid ,QgmtUl? ·non ~i~lftru ~ *« lklibtra'bimur si DpUS erit et amplius popu/arern 
itatwu 'I'dinebimw,' ftQR j udiclIbunt .IOra et privllta et ·publica, non i"ibit sutnlU8 tl 
tl'actabit en 9uIl! kgibu. cORtincmtil" 'I at g.rali, scilicellrtrcjirC"iemU$ ' : quid 'CUD' ;IiiqtliUI 
C3t fjllafJJ Ii t.r le.!{e qunm lu'merrede.corrtt/1tus·tuliJti popuhd et'senatul et judiCt$ muteJt 
sua privtnt,!r. And Sigonit.ls. W~lO ,had very leaMledly and 'indnstrinusly searched and 
trllcecl tht"ir cU8toms, u(lds hereunlo hi, own opinion, That 4'UnTC consududinem Athe
nieu$ium intu(ms. A.-i,ttoteiel 'lui 8UOS de re;pubiica commentar;O$ diligetlfi On/Ilium rerum 
pubiiclJrum obsercatione et 11farime ~i quis utlendat Atlleniensis' ccmltcl"lu 'flidelur ICriJMit 
pupil/are 11Uf,1'imc esse mercedem omnibus dare cOllcionibu,' senatui.;Ud;ciis et magistratibul 
et t'.t' conciollibul maril1lc ordinllriu 'd WlgiltNl1ifJUs imprimis ;;a una esse et inler''Vtso 
tjltolidie cogerentur. ., . . 

For when the acripture itself can leU'u., ,.hot operarRtl·".ercetkdignUl. the' workman 
is worthy of his bire, 'Or to be paid forh1. labour; anti justice itself persuades it, if the 
clien'. or ~rty jm.medi.teI~ cO·Dcnned, ·who is most pro~ly to' ~o it.' ~an ~ot pay i~ 
the kmg I. to do It lby 'a .tl~nd or salary yearly, to 'be,patd'-out 'of .tM 'common trea .... 
8ury: which bring to be forni.bed or lupplied by- the peoplej 'Wm retllril heamr again. 
upon them, and lay a burden.upon thOle . whieh,'hoold·ftOt·'~'lt; Or neVer'in thew 'livf'S 
1118Y have. any ~i~n lo.iue-ior rem~jdl ·atilaw, Ol' ,M petiti6~ either as plai-nthf. 
or defeudants .(orJutt,ce. . , . ': . . ~ . . . .•.. , . ' . :. 

And tbe defeudanu, aDd .lteh,at, •• ioaoeertt'and-vict'or&;' mtJst in thOle pO'blick as
sessments or contriblltionl help·to '''r;tbe:·priace'.,ehatgea:, ·and pay ·for l~ 'p1aiD'(j1f!e 
unjust 'vcsatiODs" if no feel' or IJH>"tMl4, · .• ~· ·tJe taken, but. codttatit ··and yeaHt 
•• 1.ry Ib ... 1d begiVtD' to "fliCitn II'IIdcIo>rkl, *~hi: .. n1e8i it. be·'arge,' c.nncrt · prl>l>l1>ly 
be adequate 10 the "'ill, ,ud.atry, '.boon; _ad 6delity of tbe offie.rurtd cl.rka, wbfch;· 
in tbe catualties and COIltingenciei of ~ and busineh{oiIll,DO\ ,wtll.iJX fot¢ittD~:~ 

• ;, ' ! ,.'.. , . ... . . , . • 

l Grotius Cflmmenl. in 11. ImJL 9- . . • . JIii4eIiI. 
Sigoniu de Rep. AUmi. lib. J. cap. 3, .95, +96. 



ma4~ t.o . ~~ I'roporlion.bl~tb}!reuntD .. by :anyj ... t .11>0'''''' 10 ~ .\jIken IJef~ltand, 01 
any pr~'pec.t wbtch can POIS\pJy be ,made .of it. , _ ' .' , . . ' ' 

And ~ber~fore 8)'early 8tip~pd or "!~ry l,>eiDg.JikeJy to 00 either too narro,,. 9r top 
~rge. wul, ,~f.plentlful, '~ -to.o much,_ violate the rule .ol' purpose ofjustice~'. or, if too 
httk;. pu'.a smful neceSSlly QP9n the. pfficera ~ 00 tbt;ir buslIless lazily and carelC'.!sl)" 
or stir lip In .lh(lm 11 g!~edy anel ~ra.v.1ng appetJt8',alld temptation .of takiug the advaD~ 
tagq ,ot all op,ortuU1l1es .. ~o . ~tl~fy tl!~ appetJ1es, or ~hat which they shall sinfullv 
co.ctlve ,to .be a recompence, fQr their. labours; the .wlckedness and inconveniences 
whereof have been sufficiently l1eld; forth unto us by what hath been seen. fdt heard 
and 'underlit.ood i.n the yearJ,Y. st1pends or salaries, . wi~ba restraint of taking a~y olllt~:· 
fees heretofore .gIVen to officers and cler~s, both AD E.ogland aus Scotland, in our late 
times at' prett:nces. rather than rc.formations~ .when ~hose-puhlic spi.rits~ as tbey thought. 
themsd.ves, made .up of. the outSides of holmess, dtd only gather III their prey~ and a 
g~t'alt'.r than otherwise they ~ould hue done, under colour uf it. . 

And the 1)lainLi~~ hy P~~'iDg an~l.deposi.ting tha.t most commonly .sm~1t su~ of money 
before-hand, or glVlDg of It, doth. It but mtile confidellce of the Justice ot his cause 
and hope. ·to recover it of him.that did hi.m wrong. ' 

And jf his action prov~s to be unjust, did but justly pay ti)f his abusing of the ears 
of justice by his unjust complaint or vexation put upon t.he innocent, who, having 
cOsts allowed him, .nd a means to recover it, hath .no reason to claim any share or part 
jn the money paid for the fine. if it were a depositum, for that it would then be as a 
coducum, or thing which neither the plaintill nor defendant, after it is paid, can have 
any title unto; and is therefore. according to the ancient custom, if it were lIot an 
oMnium (which it is rather conceived to be) to be paid to the king: whose lord chan
cellor hath, towards his support in that high anel eminent place and care of justice under 
the sover£'ign, one part in four anowed him; the master of the rolls another part; and 
the eursitor, or clerk that makes the original writ, the moiety of the other two parts. 
And in the highest lime of suits in law of that kind, when they were four times as much 
or more than now, amounted to no more then five thousand pounds fler annum among-st 
them all, or little more than a thinJ .part of that miscalled sum of twelve thousand 
pounds per annum, which some of the members of the Long Parliament were (by the 
tactious and giddy calculations of those little foxes that could spoil any vineyard they 
did but bal'k at) well contented to believe. 

And must otherwise, as to their support and emplo)'ment, have been satisfied either 
by the people or the king, which is lhe head and weU·bei~g of the Lody politick, is, 
as in the natural, to be supported by the members; and With the greater reason in this 
particular of the fines upon original wrill iuuing OLlt of the Chancery, for tbat whether 
t~ey be as dejHJs;las or oblations, or mulcu ilJlpo~d pr~fa~ c:lamol'e, if t~e profit were 
gr~aterJ it will be but a small part of the people s retfibutlOil and .thankfulness for the 
great chargel of the king, amounting to near as much as twenty thousand pounds per 
annum, for the &alaries of his judges aDd ministerial officers in the. administration and 
execution of justice, the safe keep~ng of the records · thereot~.and givl~gcheap ~~!I easily
to.be-obtamed remedie~ to his subjects and peop!c for ~Il then complamts and grlc.vunct's, 
If who cannot w.ithout 1-he blemish of a great mgratJtude, take It to Oe any thmg-less 
than right .rea~," .saitb the excellently learned Sir f'rancis Bacon, 'l that tJ1(: benefited 
sut;ect. ,;ho~ ·reDder lOIDe ·amaU portion ~f ilis gain; as well for ~be n~a!Jltellance of 
lhoSf:!: 'civ~u, ~d 'prinsaofjUitice, and bJl own ease and commodify anslng thereby, 
.as f-or . tlu: IUPP9rtatlou. of .lbe king's expen~~ and the. re~,ard of the l~bou.rs of those 
who. are wbolly~oJM)~;,~ .... king of .Wrlt.s remedial; ~ therefOle It was well 
eaid by -Lit,\tetbo, S ... H. VL .fo. .88, I,' That the Chancellor of England is not bound to 
mllke;wri.t& witBoul; .tbc;clu.e fees for the writing and seals of ,them." . . , 



Aud /).Ih h •. J so gen",.1 an ~IQW"""<' ,?f ualions ... tbat .tbe " •• OO""of p.yingll .... 
or some little oblations at the commeDGcI~(m.t of .their 6uil"" . i.t ,at tWt day .coD4iDuid: 
amongst .many of our neighbour n,a.tiol)s. . . ' " ' ,'. 1 •. 

,Hn the E~npe.ror or Grea~ Uqke, oC R~ial"b~J) ·five: aik(,,", or IK». maqy :five .~ 
sterling. for evt:ry. name couta;uiug jn ey!!ry. w,rit, Whic11 palsed out.of..Jlia-,couru of} .. -
lice. besid~ a p~nalty or m~kt ot tw~~y 4~oes or pence ltpoD ·eve., ruWo.,r"O'W'k, 
whid! is .lo,be pald ,by _,he pal:~ convicl"dby .law: • . . 

In Florellce and Tusca~y." Litiga~e$ .omues :cum primM", ouiOlltrll ,,'1MIIJI Wtif.wnt 
cutam ,su~nin{ml dIlc,i ,&(Jtvunt. fjl.,a1J~ spur./.u/qm 'lJtica~t. And , b.y ·ag, .edict or .ptoclUlMion 
of .XiD~ . Charles IX., who reigot!d io Fr:"'l~)n the timoof Qur · QueeD EIiu~, 
cn:;ry 'man is to dt'posit two CI'O .~llS. \lpon"tI.e c;,OlDmeucing, orallY .acli!lOr !eOlfleln ",eo 
9.11(mjudicio />uperaf8t:1 l't:cupcrut"r~, fful " .IU~ _ 1~11le"uaii¥ S4 'Dmct~IJlr J.lUIIUtIJ/JC1I/l1II 
iatlJru,s,3 to be had ,again find few~ered,.o~,~iJD " wJ}~b : i. OVf;l\:OIlW' .ar othcfiWM Jiil 
to: lose it, . as a just punisbUlCllL_(Qf , ~ri.p~usc ,bis actiou fOf _"l.hat which be-Gad .0 right 
u,,~o. " 

And the _Dutch, who pretend .;8o much to ,liberty, have taken iuo betSO.litti4 ,or ,sto 
p'f!jutl,ice at all unto their freedom,ss they do ill thi6 our prt·se.QI.,age of 'century-i be

, sides two stivers taken upon every ord~r or pt'titiun in auy COWl of ,jullticc, . for , the 
leUer seal with which the papt'f Up01l which j .t ia wl'itlt:n jlj ,.JUarkf.'d, ,and four .stiyem. 
or OW' .tOu-r pence half~penny. ,for a grt:ater .seal. imposeli"al!d du tal.."'e -it at the. ~~ 
JliD, ,of eyery a.c~ion or sui,t, to be,.paid to .Ute sta.tes." thuty IItivers. or three5bMliuts 
.Engusb, for eNery ,r.fly Ooriu.li, or . .Dv,e !poun~6 'f.ngti~b of tilt: jl.lllulCHIlandW, ;M a~
-ligal temer(Jrie litiga"t;u"" a.Jioe or pu~isbrnent ti.r .those _which do nut . maintain or 
wilke good lbeir· a~tion~: Which ,tar exceeds tbe :rate and manner, of our fiue8,paid_up. 
on\ tpe .beginning pt" e.v(ry ,-action.. ) 

And by laying some charge upon the fertility of coutt'ntions, and til puniHlmg m1Ch 
al,- withqutjusl. ca\llr of actiollf,do., mo1e."t and ,trouble "ooe 811Otber. ,hav,e but. 'done 
_therein .as .~~j: , l:Ie4rews or children ,(.If br'.-td did. upoo ,..whom :the JiMb.t 'of the wisdolll 
of the M.os~ High did fil"8t shine. ·",h.en findlugotilat uation; as Rabbi Maimon saiLh •. ao 

. be J,iligiosum geuus homillum dJlPl.um rependL'1't! ('oeg,ruu{ 'lui debitum 6c~lIter dwt'gurNat. 
eJ lLO" illCo~rull.rp ,JJlJC1'tlJ puguux .vldelu/,; _Bnd is not repugnant to the reason aml-<"-'quity 
of. God'~ own law, wuerei'Il ' he ovdained lbltt· the j trt!sp'Ql.';er , . !lho~dd · ' pay double · da~ 
mages; which the paying of costs wid .. us, either single or double, 1n·· fiu.We: or ·n1o)t 
.fiuable actiou8, diu l)ever;UrJ" ,unto. · ; . ,_ .. . ' 
. And is mucbbetter,lhao,when u ,anciently, until a ,bettercouAe and-way ofbriag 
iug, meD to justice was fuund .Ollt, -by ,etltabhtthing «If._fixed and cer.tain courl8, lima.' and 
place of justice. with. leas. ·trouble ;to the; peQ(Jte.·: '. .: " ;," . '. , :' ,: ,:..,.,.. : 

Tb<y did. wbere,tbey,did._ foully. ,conlQli",r fight it oot-by<hebloodr_and dire
ful chance of might or power of parties,. make choice of arbilratoR7 ' and bear: their 
chargts. (which ,when We ,law. -was, i .. camaW,."e\lcy ODIe ~wbicb hath tra\-"-ellt:d but 
easy joufniei-;o tbe civil laWi 8nd ,the M 'of Dalioos, kuow~ to' be f[equent) to Qlcet.at 
an equfll diatance, or.other cODYeq,j.lnll,.placer' or ·at their ·bll\ltiH:. . . 

Or -wft'eo" ,foS i.t appearelb by '_:Marculfu8;; wbo.liviDg Rew the time of Charlemain:-tie 
emperO;I,· w,J"9.&e ~t, (lightJum8re8 ~~" -aUAI .~OOlU8·S Notes or ,Co.mlZM:ftt 
upon him ~ it was the custom iu the reign. ot Oharlemain; that jud{!,et ,bciDg--Ulade jti~ 
nc:raot byCOJllmiasKtn.'o·;hear,:ao.d ckUtiIJiQl.U:aU8CIl at tbe houses ()f th<»e 'that'l!uOl· 
plaiDed for, w~t ofjulltice, ,did notOlllyd'" incur., take • tbird.l"'"cQ[ the liJIe.r 
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~tia1ty for themselves, and enforced their entertainments to be defrayed; but rtd"ibi~ 
btmU', seme other fees an.d rewards to be given to them. 

Insomuch as some abb,~s a~d D\onastel'ie!'l heyond the seas, and our largely privi. 
~ -a'bber ~ St ~lb~n3 In -England, who were well enough fitted for publick ellter
~lnme~t8 an~, bosp'tailly; and much used unto it; and diverse great cities .md towns, 
did .. O ')lttle h~ of that tr~uble which -those kind of judges,' and their then neces .. ~ary 
and ~~ater tra'!l~ and ~etlflue5 brought upon them, as they made sllift to obtain ito· 
. mUPlt!eI and -prf9l1eges from their kings to be freed from those kind5 ur troubles. 

~bl.ch may .the more persuade the right usage and reasonahleness of fees in courts 
ofJu~~ce ~r ohancery, where the reason ana difference offecs in and through all agt:s 
and tnne, In the custom anclusage of courts in this and all places of' Christendom, have 
hOeD . . grounded 'Iln~ made to be, J. According to the labour in writing. 2. A more 
spoolal care Mid skill to be. taken and used, as in a real action more than in a personal. 
3. The quality ofthe judg~, aud the superiority or eminency of the COllrt which grant
fth it. A" more in parliament, where the House of Commons takes for the Icast order 
lha\ il ·made six .hillings and eight pence, anel the House of Peers lourteen shillin'~s 
and six pence, or morc. according to the length; more in the Chancery for an onl~l· 
than .in the ~tug's Benc~ or Common Picas; and I:sse~ fees in the infcrioror pi powder 
court& than In the superIor: And therefore when a JustIce of peace shall take two shii
liugs and four pence for his warrant or writ, a writ issuillg . out of the hig-h court of 
Chancery may justly claim to be as much, that·of sixpence, which they have no\v for 
every writ besidea tht: fine; or where it is 110t finable, being htr too littJe. and so be
ow encouragement of their labours, fidelity, and well-being, as may put them either 

into a carelessness of doing their business as they should do, (which, when the fines 
were put down, were sufficiently experimented) or a temptation to do things which 
they should not do. 

Or if the fee but of six-pence more should be added to their fee fur common writ"", 
if the fioes should be taken away, and a recompcnce of seven hundred pounds, or olle 
thousand pounds per annum, granted by the king to the lord chancellor, and as much 
to the master of the rolls, and their successors, for what they shall be losers by the ta
king away ohhe fines, it would altogether amount to a greater charge upon the people 
than it was twenty years ago~ when the accompt of the fines was a great deal more 
than in 'be last year. 

And if they should hS\'e sO much for every common writ, whereupon no fine is 
paid, which in London, where most fines are paid. are not one in e\'ery t.\,,·enty; and 
III the country, where few finable writs hal,pen» are 110t one in every two hundred; 
the charge thereof making many to bear t le burthen of a few. would be unequal and 
unjust, and more to the subject in general, than that which upon seldom or particular 
cases are now paid. . 

Which may please the people's fancies, but will in the end or consequence of it but 
delude their 'imaginatioDs; and they will readily find no more ease thereby. than he 
that js to carry · a bushel of wheat shall do, when he shall put some in his large pockets, 
some in hia boots or stockings. or some in a hawking. bag at his girdle, and carry the 
rest upon his shoulders; or one that shall be so wise as to think a pound of feathers lo 
be leas in weight than a .pound oflead. . 

Wherefore all things being. as they ought to be, duly constdered, and the great Le. 
Defi.t which all the people of England do re~eive by having.a court of ~hancery, and 
~tJicinajuliitia!, and the several offices therem open, as ,!,eH ID the vacatlon.s, as terms, 
.to resort unto for tllm write remedial, and of L:uur:.e-, being as a balm of GIJead) nerce 
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denied to :my that want it; and not being put to petition for them to the king, or bis 
lord chancellor, as anciently and originally all men did for their writs. or to be at much 
~xl}ence of money an.d tim~ to obtain orders thereupon; .n~ that men of DB ordinary 
JUt gments and experumce In the courts of Common Pleas, did find themselvesdeceiv .. 
ed in tbeir opinions, when they did .verily believe tha~ when tl!e fines, in Chancery should 
be taken away. as they were for SIX or Beven years In the bme of the late confnslOn 
and usurpation, by an act of parliament, as it was then so called, a g'reat encrease of 
business wOllld have followed in that court, but could never perceive any; or, if any, 
it was so very smail as it was not discern able. 

'When it is well known that fines (when the business was by many times or parts a 
great deal more thaI'! now it is) were chearfully and willingly paid. 

That the unwillingness of some of the people to pay them, IS hy reason of an illegal 
track or beaten road of l\uing actions in the King's Ikoch, whil~h do by law belung to 
the court of Common Pleas, and the attorneys of the court of Common Pleas do more 
than needs tor their own ease and 8<h'antage, and to trouble themst'lvt's as little as they 
can with the learning of the law, or the knowle~c how to frame an action, sue almost 
as many actions out of that court as their own, the cheapness of the lafitat. and other 
fees in that court, being more than is or can be in the court of Common Pleas, if the 
fiut's were taho awlty. 

That the (.'heapncss of process and contention doth "not seldom breed, encourage, 
and heighten the humour of suitl and controvt'.rsies, as is daily experimented in ten 
or twelve thousand bills of Middlesex, taken forth to arrest men in every year in that 
small co~nty and jurisdiction, because they are easily and quickly had for eighteen 
pence a-piece. 

Anti by the broom-men (since the extravagancies of the Marshalsea court, by their 
taking cognizance of all manner of pert'lollul actions within the verge, or twelve miles 
of the king's conrts, where neither plaintiffs or defendants are of tht: killg's household) 
who. whilst they are crying brooms in the streets, and icl ClitTord's-lnn. t:an ask at the 
same time for the office of the Marshalsea, and for a writ of eiJ..:hteen pence, and go to 
law with one another for many times less than the writs cost th<>m 

And that such a cheapness may be as prejudicial to the pt'ople as that old law was 
amongst the Romans; which, when muney was more scarce than it was afterwards, did 
enact, That whosoever did strike a man upon the mouth or tace, 8hould pay to the 
party beaten twenty and five 8.S8C8, which were a certain small coin, about th~ \·alue of 
our English halt~penny_ 

But the wealth of Rome increasing, and that penalty corning to he very little, ont 
Neratius, a rich Hector, or dellauc~d Rentleman of those times, finding how (>heap it 
was to heat men, did frequently, as he went along tbe streett, strike on the mouth or 
face such as he thought fitting, and 'presently command bis servant ~tlendin8' him with 
a bag of money. to Hay the money·, or reoompence, which the law awarded hlln; which 
gave the 'senate of Rome the occasi~D to repeal that law, and put thc'powt'C in the 
>pn£tor, or lord chief justice, to punish such ofttnder~ arbitrarily. 

And it will not once ooly, but always, be more for the geod of the ·peol)le, that the 
very ancient. rational, and IegaJ usage now held of paying fines in Chancery be con· 
tinued; which cnonot in a more easy and juet way he charged upon the subjf'cts .ho 
receive a bent:fit by them. And tl)~t for· a supply of the king's now languishing "and 
too amall a revenue. 

The courts of the King"s--Bencb and Marshalsea, and office of plea- in the ER:be... 
'luer, upon their writs of Quo Min,", which of all the king'. couttl.hollkt mdlt ild .... 
vance, and least binder his majesty~. just rights and revenue&, jf they will (n .u.ey 
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.hould not) ,stretch their juriadiction further than they ought to do, and hold pleas, or 
take a eogllIz~noe where th,ey should not, may be ordered, as is usually done in Chan
cery upon writs returnable ID th,e court of Common PI,cas. to pay fines upon such writs, 
and that upon every of such Writs taken forth, and Lefore they shall be sealed the plain
tiff's attoroey do endorse the Sum of money which be demanJlI bail fo r, (II' inlends to 
c lec1a~e for, and pay to the king's r~eiver to be appointed fur that purpose, such fiues 
as abal,. be ~ue and payable, according to tbe rates now used in ChaiH.;'~ry. 

Wblch will the more, c?nduce, to the good of the peopl~, than their 1Iot paying of 
fines upon lOme few anginal wnts, when as those trouulesome 8mI vexatious writs uf 
lat;tat, 9uo minu8',a".d bill. of Middlesex, shall be thereby somewhat kept withill their 
legal bounds and limits, and not be made use of upon meer fictions and pretences, to 
promote the malicious cnd. a!ld designs of ill-disposed people, and the IlrOCtSS of those 
courts abused, and made the IIIstruments of men's oppressing one another. Not. to be 
suffered by those whose oaths are not to permit any t.hing to be done in disht!risoll of 
the crown; nor to be practised by the people, whose oaths of aHepiance and supre
macy should dissuade them from diminishing or takiug away any ot tht king's rcgali
ties or jurisdiction, when as their forefathers, and the days of' old, may leU them and 
their posterities, and after geDeratious wilt find it, that their welfare and happiness is 
included in the k ing's; that the lessening of his lega l revenues will but lessen aud in
convenience their own; that his good is more to be taken care ofthau.any mau's par~ 
tieular, by how much every man's part.icular is comprehended in the uuiversal; and 
that the king cannot well protect and detend them and their particular estates, if his 
own shall be daily diminished, purloined, or kept from him, 

The Impeac/unc"t Wtlle Duke and DIl/elluI of LautkrdaJc, with their Broth.er, my Lord 
HattoJJ. PresCllled to Ms Majesty hy the City Ilf Edinburgh. 

TIle infamous tyranny of the DlIkc of Lauderdale ill S~otlllnd, occosioned ~()mpl~inlt ngaiMt him 
too grievous and too loud to be suppressed , eveD by the arlJltrary authonty willch he, exerted to 
drown them. Mt Laing gh'e, the following account. of hill impeachDlenl, and of lli bad sue
cea. ;-

It Notwithltanding the prohibition to quit the king~om, fourteen peen and fifty ~entlcnlen, of 
whom Duke Hamilton was threatened, lI.od the Earll of Cnssilill nnd ~udoDn, wrd CochrA11 
and othen. were d'll.rs:ed with law burrows, and denounced outltl\V~, rep.ured to c~urt, and wc.re 
joined in their compllllnts by Athol and Perth, two of the ,committee of counc,1 ~mr!oye~ In 

the .. tit. AI they bad departed wi~hoUI ~rmj~ion, a,o audience wn~ refused. D~l the III vasl~n 
aod sufferings .of the welt.ern counties hUd excited un~venul e...:ecrutlon; and II.mHls~ the fervid 
debale. of the Englilh commons the voice of two nallonil was too powerful to be rCllllted, Wns 
thil the 'Pirit. of go\'ernml"ul which WII.S dilpl8yeu in Scotland? Or were these the ,meusu res to 
be aulopted io Englaod when the dar~ dt!sigus of ~he "Court were mature for cx~cubolt I , ~Il ada 
dress for Lauderdale", removal WIllS reJected; bat It was necessary to ~uspcnd hiS cllormlt'cs~ to 
recal theJluvburrmn and banck, aDd to disbnnd the Rrmy; Il1Itllht; 11I$'blnnde,n, ~rter e~lIctlDg 
free quarter. and Waiting tbe ("ountry for three months, were dllnlliSed with IInpullItY:lOd 
weaJlh to lMit hill.. Hamilton and the chief nobility were heard m pre~llce ~f the ~l~b llle t 
cO&lD.cil, ud, when tued by the kiPS wiLla disobedience to his proclamatlonl III rCIlU,IIUlg to 
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('ourt, their only answer wns theil' suffering' nnd complRinu. In the midet of prt)fonnd;lmn. 
ql.lil(ity., \I.bCQ n~ a abe40w -PQr~r.,~·ol..i1jlw\·~llJ'. <t .. ~u-d~ J.'Q. .... o~ ·Pstit.f dl~ mntt bat .. 
~)arou, ~f lbe nahoo,Joole agRI~~l. t!l~ . .PJ#~!~ It\,\ I.u ~.~'b~e . .L,~~~~C~!lCS of the one by u previou. 
In(km'~lly ; ,10, ~l'\'()le the other like .1Io;tilc cou~llry 1,0 I~Hh8cnllllnnle ra\'.~e, W~ without ex. 
ample II) " ('I vllizcll st"h". l..under~lalc" , ",,110 n:'_~IUI~ccl 1n ~cotlau.J pe!=~", ,Qf l!'qlt~ity .•. .was .v~. 
dicall'd 'by Ounby Bnd the nuk~'or~lt • . ]1,dc.l ('o"\'t~ ntlcl('S bad bceb 't'ykd ;\i the late acta 
lhe fnadc7.vQUiI ot".rebeUron ; .ftfH'loit ,w ... ~ inf(,l'r~''(nHn 'this·rhetoric:le.l e:ocpTf!'Ilsion. thut wherever 
cOllwlllicit's prc\'ailt'd, the ('ountry wa. ill n ~I ... t<.' of lu'lual io"urrcction lind revolt. i-'rt"t' -ClOtt"" 
lcnl ~ur ~ few d,\)'. were I)f 1i.t.tW 7'tilll,alipQ.. whell tv. for.tunes and Jiv{lS ,ufllhe ~f'ople ' we..l· 
protlcrcrl by parluH1H,'lll for hl!> llIa;e~t.Y " , li~pport; til(: ilomb were teow:rud, nol f!Olor.otid as all 
exemption fwUI frt·c quarters ; and where the killS wa, CI~pr.dIt'IIHi'1~ of dMuger .rWIJI bi.t OW" 
8ubjeds, the wl'il of inwburrows wns n jU';l and n{'('essary uTternali ... e (or lh(~ "bouds. ThtLllli-
scra ble n[loiogit,s to which Iyrnnriy mllst H>oort, <Iishol'inur ami degrudc lile longqe til at ulh.~,rA~ 
lind the umJen;lJl.nding that re('f'i\'<"5 tht'J1'i. The Seot~ish nobility imllgined nt fir~t that tlieir 
IOvert'ign Will touched with pil~ MUJ cGlUpunclion at their wrongs; but whcwhe 'rt'{]oin:d their 
cOUlpilliui' Lo be produ~cI in writing."wilen they .dqnQoded an iodelnnity JrolO · teM:te~midd\lg 

. ht!forc they prcfened au .uccusatiqu agl\iu.fil ,the Vl"i~'y CWJllcil, hi ll ·,posili"\'l.', rt'fllStU reNe.led the 
illi idiQUS design. Unwillillg to uisuwu a .llIillistCfI who luw cxcCt.>(iuJ Pt'rilUl}fi illth~ elft'Culion 
of hi" ('xI'I"C'S COIIIIIHl.nds, he dcdul"l.'ullwL he was "ell ussU,)"(!U .uf all insurrection intcnded ill 
Scothlll{l, bllt it ~hould be his e;H1.' thtlt the Ul'b ' l"~ shollid sulli r, lind bC$tO"NJ next day, ill lL 
Jettcr which cnnnot be (ls('ribC'd to Lauderrhrle, n full Ill'probntion on lht, m('lI!<uft'S o(coullcil, 
becnmw the nobility, from ,the iniquity of ill administration, durit -not lubl1Cribe their just corn .. 
plaillls."- L.u "G'S Jiiilory of Sootlo."dt 11. 81. . 

If In the meantime toILe !'i('QlLish lorde lJad obtamecl (In audience. anri counaei. were fuHy hl'ard on 
their cOlllplflinls. Dut the p'ri~ciplll • .:Ju:lfges wcre prejudicliIol.t:d hy Cbarlee, ,,"'ho decillrt'd that 
it bdougcd to the CWI-\·U to di~p()lse of otUccst therefore tu incilpacilf.le fro~.I,IU_IJJi( : tru~t i to 
prevent eonspir:H-"k!<, therefore to impriiOo suspected per:«lq$' to suppreRs intlurr~('liotlfO, tlil're
fore to rlllst' Hnd distribuk ItooJn at discretion, to quurter or employ Iht'm lUI his ~Xigl'llcics r~ 
quircd; nor in Lh09<.' pMrliclIi8.flI would he 8uffer hi. prerogative to 'he inlpcuched or touched. 
A declaration, tbe DlO!;t extraordinary perhapG 'ever uttered by a limilf'd monarch, WAS com_ 
bated with u 'I'irit honouruble to tbe memory of Lockhart, wpo U&t'rted, thftl the ·lJlaces hom 
.... hich \)<.' U01l8thu5 inctlpacitated had beeu 8Ihllral'ily 'exduded,wl're conterred by the free &uff.. 
fOne of the people in thcir ('orpo.rn1iolls o r couuties ; nod tLJut 1118 mCljestfs opinion8 U~spf"Clilig 
co~spirncics nnd in~urrccti(ln~ were in~onsi5t.ent with the cud~ lor which gO\'enlllll'/It WllS t:1I1 .... 
blishtd. It appen r( d indisputnble, that Lnudenlulc's ndlUilli r.twlion w<ts rapacious, crud, un
just, und perfidIous; alld that the introduetion of a barbarous horde to live at free fJuar t~n OD 
the coun try in protound peace, wua prohibited by the exprelilaws'llhd conlilitution (.If the n:lllm. 
Mackenzie \I'fU; reduct:d 10 the \\'rdcbed R\lbtcrlugf!. lhutl;lil conventicle. were.figuralivt I)" stylM 
in the law8 the rt·ndezvous of rebelton. thC.COUlltle& where thelie predumiflated were in a .late 

. of actual revolt. Essex aud Hallifax deClured that the compluinLII were fully e8wbli~heIJ. Lbe 
foro_ler acknowledged lhat the Sco~ were e~ltitJed by ~heil Coolltitulion to /Vt'aterJ,~edo91 ,t.h.an 
the anglilh themselves; but thf'y ","cre afraid lo slIb&tltU!e Monruou~h to Lauderdale.; and. die 
kn'tg·". not ·asham~tI to absolve the administration which he wanJnoble to vindlcute. It wna 
delerrDmed~.th.t nothing-had been done-by Lauderdale but wbllt hillliajellfy had rorilmaridec1, 
and would uphold by .biv· -prerogative, wOtch ' ''~ aboVe allla.". let privllte, bf! *kfJIUwledged 
Iobat Olany delesla;ble, tllioglO bilLd be~ dooe ~y Lauderdak: against the.: ocou.,_ but thllt twtlling" 
agaioll hi, ser\'ice ha.tl appeared; a aeatioleut no~ leN diebon<lur.able t.han nalural .1.0 a'l~ 
fE'ign, who forgetll, wht'n !Ie ¥epnrates his lUtere't from' the Veople,· thnt be cr~~le, aD ipltf.eil u.. 
.oppoaiLiOD to the tbr~ne. -Ibid. 94, 
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Ni~1U Tract,.-

lIile MaUtu,qfFrJ«partiruIQr!y rt:ktt.;'g-'? "(/", Town, 'If E!dinbu~". llumbly liffiiHilfir 
!I(J"'~ MtfJeslJI s 1 'lior'mallon. ' , . , . 

. BdO,.c· th~'J(lltler if Fact he 8pOkt;: t~. it is. Jrecessary that yorw Afnjesty be illforlR~d of 
.o~ 1'JliJlg UpM 'whic/'-thl".rwhoJe AjJair hat/t,movt:d. 

TH,E.city of :Erlinbl.l'l'gh bad '8.t : ~evel'll times given considt'rable sums of money to 
the ])~k.e of Lauderdale, amountmg to. upward of ~wel~'e thousand poulId,Q ste rling, 
·and ~~ Lord J:f.a~ton •. brother to the SQui duke, being mragerl by that their forme!" 
pra~tlee; . ,and-~elf~~ a~rl\'ed to weat height a~d influence iu tl.le alh~lillis~ration of ),our 
~aJes\y" .• a~1r8 111 Scotland:> ~dld thereupoll rt."$oh'e .on a dC81~n o! ~elt~ng money lor 
JUffiie f.also !rom IJu:m, as . ~III apl)ear ,to yonr ma,let;ty by the toll oWing narration; 
,but ~h.t; ma~ltitra!f'S ' ~~ t~at tnne, antl ·ot~)ers, as had then ,the principal intluence in the 
adUllluslratl.n ot afia1J"5 In that town, bemg honest Oleo of good Ii.w tunes. and not to be 
hroug.ht to com~ly with his design, qe beth~ught himst'lf of all ways to vex them; 'and 
knowmg tbey did much val~e the prosperlt)' of tbe town. he thou.,;:lIt that the first 
me~ns t?r I.r0-:n0t!ng. that hili ~esjgn, wa~ to ha~e, t~em tbr~tned with removing your 
m~,cSity s fJul..llckJudicatLU"e5 .trom tbat city to Stlrhng, ·and persuaded his brother the 
Duke of Lauderdalt! to move your majesry to t1lat purpose ; hut being fiisappoillted of 
that pj'(~ect by your ·majesty:s royal wisdom, youl'maje-sty looking upon it as ifit were 
to ded:tre to ·tbe workl that you were jealous of 50 great a part of that yonr ancient 
kingdom, "he he thought .himself of new ways to accomplish his design, tor which he 
jll1fg:ed noth ing so pruper and eftixtual as to disturb them ill the choice of thei r rna, 
gistrates and town colilicil ; and by all meaus IlOssible to get some of hi s own chusing, 
fi~ for his 0\"'11 ends, Ilroughl into the adminlsll"a\ioll of the atrairs of that city. In 
orde. to which, being impatient of any longer delay, ht laid hold of what follows. 
being the first O{'casion that offered, though ·3 very fiwolous one. 

At l\hchllelmas 1674, the said city of Edinbnrgh being: to go ahout the election of 
their magistrates for the eosuing year, ·there was procured a letter from your majesty 
to your privy council. commanding them to forbid the magistrates and tO\l'n council 
·to l)foceoo in their elections. but to contiuue the magistrates that,then were, till your 
majt'$ty· • . furtJ1~r ple&8ure sbould be known; the'reason suggested to your mnjesty for 
it was taken from this 'Circumstance, that the election ought to be made upon th 
Tuesday after Mid18dmas, and (it happening this year that Michaellnas fell t.o be on 
a Tuesday,) they were resolved to proceed (0 their elt-ctions upon Michaelmal day. 

Though this was a very small matter, and upon very good and prudtnt considera_ 
.tions.. reio.Ivedt as will afterward appear, yet was it represented to your majesty as a 
factioul ~o, and an innovation .at' dangerous consequence, tending· to create a d 
maintain ,·faction in that city, contraTY to your majesty's service. Your majesty's afure
said letter being inl'ill18led to the mll:Sistrates and town c~utlcil, they did immediately 
give 'an exact obedience to the same: . 

They did alao repretJent to your majesty's privy council, the rights that th~y had'for 
ciluling thcir own- magistIMtes, whidt had beeD gran~ed to them by. mauy .ot y.our rna' 
.ie8tY~1 royal anceston, and confirmed by many parilam~nts j . by virtue of winch they 
humbly conceived \bt:y~ought to be tlUfit.-re,d to 'proceed I? then decLlon!l. , 

They .did also represeat 't? your ':'lsjt:stY.8 'privy coun~II, ~he reasons. wll1c1~ had mo.. 
ved them .to resolve of malung thtu e~ect1ons ,on .~he said 1 uesday, .bemg MlchaclAl:s 
oay, which io ·Bhart were, that by their cons~ltut:on th.:y wP'.'t' obhged upon the Fn .. 
.day beJOIe Michalmu to make the list out ot winch ~hc rnaglstral,es are to be ch?~en.; 
afwt tbe doing of which tht:re is a surcease and vacation of all or.JlOary ('ourts ot Judl
cawre within t.bc town, and the ·whole time is ,spent hy the common _peoJ,le and 'trades-


