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men of the town in rioting. and drinking, until the elections befinished. which in this case 
would ba\te been twdve days j which they did· in prudence think they ought to short
(·n, Dot conceiving it contrary in the least to the establi.hed rules of their election. 

S>.. On these things they did humbly crave your majesty's privy council would be 
pleased to represent to your majesty, that thereby they might be free~ from the suspi
cion of any factious design. with which they were charged by the said letter. 

This being, througl) the influence of the Lord Hatton, refused by the privy couDcil. 
they dispatched a gentleman to the Duke of Lauderdale. with letters and instructions 
full of res(lcct and submission to his grace. 

The gentleman at his first arrival found Duke Lauderdale very kind, aud was made 
believe 11C should be .quickly dispatched with am~wers according to his desire; but 
some delays hav;lIg faUell in, the Duke of Lauderdale fell likewise upon thoughts of 
getting money from the town upon this occasion, and therdore pretending still more 
und more kindness to the said gentleman, he did first by some insinuations let Hall to 
him his expectation, and at last flatly asked him if he had not brougbt a. heavy purse 
with him, which. when he understood he was not to expect, he changed his method 
and grew harsher ; and having detained him five or six weeks, he, the said duke, en
tered into consultation with his old friend Sir Andrew Ramsay how to order the af.. 
jail'. 13y his advit~e lie did write a letter. and sent proposals to the :;aid town, that 
they should gi\·e bond and security, tbat the townsmen should live regularly as to all 
matters eccle:;iastical in the largest extent, as the same is deterlDined by the late acts 
of parliament; aud Lo keep the luwn fn:e of" all sorts of tumults, either of man or wo
man; judging that this was impossible for them to perform, and unfavourable to at· 
tempt, and thttt tl.eretore it would oblige them to make uffers of money. 

This lettcr was all the gentleman could obtain, and having gone back to Scotland, 
and cleliyered it to the magistrates, they were so far from being carried in the design. 
that they were glad of that opportunity to witlle5S their zeal to lierve your majesty, 
for they did wry heartily comply with what was proposed concerning the boods <lnd 
securities demanded; aud immedjately urged thaL Jour majestfs officers 3ml1awyers 
would calise to he drawn such bonds and s(·curilie:; as wefe fit for the purpose, oflerw 
ing good security for great sums of mOllty for the Ilerfonnance. Uut this not being 
the thing truly intended, their ready compliance wjt 1 it set them yet farther otf from 
their desired sltdement, and sen'cd for no othtr intent than to cause the Lord Halton 
to double his diligeoc.:e to find out new means tl) molest them j to which end it was 
allctlged by him, that they had of old forfeited their privileges and liberties by some 
great misdemeanour, and that therefore thty had not right to chuse their own magis
trates, for which he would needs have their records searched; and accordingly they 
themselves, with their books aDd records, were in a most unusual milDn~r brought often 
before him and his friends, though they had not authority for it, to the gJ:cat disturb. 
ance and anooynnce of thc citizens. who. by being abundantly jealous of their liberliee, 
were with no small care kept within the due bouqds Qf moderation. by the loyalty,and 
vigilancy of their magistrates. 

They. the said magistrates, finding how tbey were used at bome by the .Lord Hatton, 
did again apply themselves to the D~ke of. Lauderdale. ,both by private letters to the 
Duke of Lauderdale and his dutchess, from some of the .most eminent of them, full of 
assurances of particular respect to their graces, apd by a .public letter to.him from the 
whole town council, oflering bond and security to him In the term. proposed by .his 
f"mentioned letter. llut this CQuM .not.-prevail, it being objectm to them, from 
some frivolous things the Lord Hatton bad JCraped together out of . their oldrecordt~ 
'bat they bad lo.t their Iiberties, .aDd tbaUbe right of chu.iog their magiatratadid DO 
more belong to them. _.. , . 

Tben did they pro(fuce thm .harlen ..... d did coDviDciDg\y clear al\.lIIiatak ... aDd 
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evidently ma1l:eappear~h~ttherightofchusingtheirownm.ag;strates did remain to 
tltem undoubtedly and mtll'ely. 

AU. these' th.ings ~ing cleared and open, they expected to be restored to the free 
exercute of,thelr electKln in the~r accustomed manner. They were still kept off' with 
(~elay.a, until the Lord Ha.Hon, 10 pursuaf!ce o!" his ~Iesign, fell a practi sing with s'ome 
few of t~('ft16f'lve8, who chI! 11ndertake, with Ills aSsistance, to gd such ('I(·cted as were 
tit for hl~ ends; whereupon he writes to his brother, the Duke of Lau(lt:rdllle, to movr. 
your m8;It'~ty for a le~ter, and 8c.cordingly ~he lett~~ was p~ocur('t1 fron) your majesty 
the 7th C!f A!lguSt, 1075; wherem your maJesty, atter recltmg your former orders in 
that affair, dl~ dec:lnrc:. ~hat yo~ wer~ well informed of their obedience to your com
mand., and of then dutiful carrtage m your concerns; and therefore ordain~d them, 
the next day after the receipt of the Itltter, to convene their whole council atier their 
accustomed manner, and out of the lists already made, to elect the lord PI"O\,ost bai. 
liffs, and other officers. ' 

According.fo which Jetter they did the next day proceed to their elections, but in. 
stead of those whom the Lord Hatton expected they would have chosen, they did 
dect some men of good fortunes and integrity, not at all fit for his purpose. (those who 
llad engaged to him not being men of that esteem or influence as to be able to carry 
his design as they had undertaken.) 

The new magistrates and council did, immediately after their election, acquaint your 
majesty with their procedure, and gave your majesty great acknowledgements and as
surances of their care of the peace of the town, and of your majesty's service in all 
matters, both ecclesiastical and civil. 

The said Lord Hatton, being exceedingly enraged at this act of theirs, did, by ad
vice of Sir George Mackyngc, now your majesty·s advocate, send a ktter to the Duke 
of Lauderdale, to which he jlrocured your majesty's hand upon the 25th of the same 
month of August, by which your majesty ordered your pri\'Y council to intimate to the 
magistrates and town council. that it was your royal pleasure that there should be 
turned out of the town council, and declared incapable of any public trust in the said 
town, twelve of the Wlost eminent of the same men with whom your majesty llad ex
p,essed yoursdf so wen pleased. and whuse actings your majesty bad approved, by 
your leltt!r of the ~th of the aaid month. . .. 

This wa, accorchngly executed by the pflvy ('ouncII, WIthout ever so much as call. 
ing hefore them the said. persons, tI~ough great ~rim~s were lai(~ to the!r charge, as. be~ng 
factious persolls. aod mlsr.eprese~tmg you~ majesty s proceed,~gs. Without mentIOning 
any particular fact of theirs which could Inip!!rt any such cn.me. And though they 
be threatened by the sa.id letter to be pursued for these great Crimes, and that your ma
je,tfs advocate is cO'!lma?ded, in the sa~e to insist against them, yet could they ~evf'r 
ohtain from your maJe!Sty S pflVy COlmCl1 that they shotll~ be tryerl for these t1l1n~s~ 
thoug.h, by a p.t'tition siK.ned ~Y the \Vh~le hi'elve, they d,~ represent the great preJu
dice they sustamt~ both 10 their reputation and trade, hy llcmg kept undt"r such threat
Dings. and therdore did humbly .otTer themselves to the strictest and severest tryal. 
To' which petition they never receIVed any answ.er. . .. 

To make appear to youI' majesty that these things wt're done, for pr.l\"ate. ~nd SInister 
designs, and Bot upon account ~f th~ ill affecteciness or factious" diSpOSItions of. the 
men, .. wu pretcDdt."d, YOOt majesty IS humbly prayed to takl! notice of these parttcu· 
I.,. .following: . . . . . , 

"First. Thtre'al't! three of the most considerable of ~heSt': very. p'~rsons who had be&: 
char~ ·Witb iJoi ' grrat crimes adl;uitted 5inc~ that tUllC. by 1mbmg !he Dutchess £?f 
Laudtordate

t 
fawa' trult in your 'mejt"5ty's att"airs in Scotland .. ""!~re em~~ellt and CO[lSI~ 

derable ·iban afty trult the .town of Edmburgb can confer, VIZ. J he paylllg of your ma~ 
jesty's .f ...... ,..liDd briJiging in your ml\i"'ty's exci,e. 
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Secondly, No sooner were these twelve Illen turned out of the town council, but, af
t!'r many went aDd es8t'ntlal informalities, (wIth the recital of which it is needless to 
IroulJlc YOllr m~iesly,) they elected for ma.gistrates men of DO reputation, either for 
parts, estate, or honesty; and though the-se oonds and securities, wlll('h h.ttJ betn de
mandt'd from the others, and cOllselJtetl to by thelll, were formerly pretended to be of 
great IllIportance fOI )our majl:6ty's ser\'ice • .ret they were not so much as once de
manded, either by the Duke of Lauderdale or the Lord Halton, from these men who 
were now chosen, 

TluHJ I~, Thche new magistratrs were not long in their seats, whrll off comes tllf' 
n1a3k, and the trut' dt'hl~1l of p'etling money appears. For by an ad of t he town coun_ 
cd. there IS about five thousand poundh sterliTlg' tll8r)O~ed on among-st their nameless 
fliuull:i, wh ich wcrc the Duke of Lauderdale, the uml lJ alton,and.!oomeother of their 
i',ielHh" A great sum to be got from that cit), (:ullMuell ng that the Duke of Lauder
dale had Hot IJcfure that about twelve thou~and pounds sterling from them" 

The Dutchess of Lauderdale did also since that tlllle clltlcI\,"our to get more money 
frolll thelll, .\lul did With great \\rath threaten the magistrates in plain tnllls, for not 
gi\ ing 1H::r a present, notwitlJstamimg all the good she stud ~he had done for them; 
rccl..oning Ihe raWU11; ~Olll maj~:.ty hath at any tllne heen plea.!oed to ht:s tow upon 
thUll, n .. dOlle b\ 1lt'I":.clL 

Thu .. hath that poor tO\l'n been abused, and oath now lie. ha\'ing ma~ilitrates with_ 
out ellhtr conduct or courage, III a time whell the clisorder~ of that natlOIl do require 
pef:.om to be ernplo) cd tilr.;rc vf el1linent hdelity and capaciry to sen"e your majesty. 

SoIJl~fo"lh~r A/otter q( Facl relating to Lilt Admillulmtum Q{ Ajjairs in Sco/lalld, under 
t he lJuke f!/' Lauderdale. llumb~1J altered 10 his Alqje~/Y'I" (,uIISIdcrallO" In Obedit.'tu'L 
t o his Royal CcmmamJs. 'J1U11 the lJuke qf Lauderdale u'as cotlccrned in the D esign 
q( hl'wgmg III of P OpfrY alld ArbItrary GO't'cl'fI1l1elll may appear b!J thest Jotluwill'r 
Parlicu/ar" ~c. .:. 

1. 
FJUS1', in mlllo IG69, \I'hen h(' knew that the duke had changed his religion, he 

procured an act in Scotland for asserting the king's supremacy, whi('h he made the 
presbyterian pany belit:\"c was to empower the kmg to put down cpiscop.\cy, and set 
up presbytery, (the \cr/" words Ot' lt.) The disposal of the extcrnal gon::rnmcllt of the 
church is put absolute yin tht: kiug's power, as also all eccleSiastical meetmgs and 
meeLers are to be ordered by the king. 

Nov. t.he acknowiedgelllt'll t of the pope is a great part of the ecclesiastical go\'ern
menl i bciides, the other words are so compreheusive, that all popery may be bruught. 
in at that door. Moll after thi s. he entered into a firm fncndsllip With the heau of the 
popish part) , 

II. 
At his next ~s5ion of parliament, which was after madam's being at 1)o\'er, in 1670. 

to shew his fartber kindness t.o that religion. he put in words in lhe seHmth act of 
that 6Cs$ion. againlit Withdrawer:. from publick worship. will ch st:cured papists from all 
troubles; for the act runs only against his majesty's subjects of the reformed rch'~ion, 
for that papists are expressly excepted. and the words he put in wit.h hi, own ha~d III 
the draught of that act. 

Ill. 
\Vhereu he first procured the act that was past aNna 1661, that offered the king 

all army of twenty-two thousand men to be brought into England for any cause in 
which hia majesty'shoDour, power, and greatness was concerned, which waa generaUy 
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pa sed a It compUmen ; and continued so till the year 
prq;ect~' in England hy the papi ts. 

He, to ije reAdy to econd that, rai ed his army, and pr cured anothet act, hich is 
the ecortd in tl1e fir es ion of the parliament h td by him, by which the former act 
was only confirmed, but it was r er d that this army hould obey th order of the 
cOllncil, without naming the king at all, hich, as h has managed it, j llpon the 
matter himself: And of late, before the di cQvery of tb plot, he d igned to convert 
the twenty-two thousand nlen to a standing ar y, a an addition to th new f rces 
rai tc! last su.nOler, to be constantly main,tamed by aI,' subje ts; contrary to the true 
me~n\llO' of til fir tOt' cond, ct, of parhamen~ r 'latm~ to that purpo e, and ~lil'ectly 
agalO t til fundamental constItutIons of the Datton, to Impose bllrthcl1S upon It with-
ou't consent of parliament. ., , 

IV. 
"',hen he went down, a'm~ 161S, to .e if he cou~d draw down this army ~o England 

(findmg he could not effect It, that natIon not bClOg able to support thIS tyranny 
longer) he fir t wear'ed the memb 1'8 of parliament with often a(ljournments, and find
iog in the eud thatarbfice and other tricks wouLd not do, he dis olved the parliament, 
that he 9light proceed there consonant 0 the couos 1 he gave here; and set up a bare
faced arbitrat:y power there, which he bas 0 much advised and pre sed here; and has 
ever inee taken all the ways) e coulcl tall on to force the, nation to a -rebellion, by il
legal impri 'onmcnt , unjust accusations, false reports made to the k:';nO', taking away 
from th, ubjects the right of propriety, their limitable juri drctions, by the council's 
order, grounded upon letters procured by him from the king, and put in execution by 
his brother Hatton. by wrongful turning out bi hops, ministers of tate, magi hate, 
all oth t$, by cruel and iII gal s ntences, bani hments l and fine; orne vhereof he 
disposed to pensioner, relations of his own, by grants obtain d from the king bere, 
which bear date b fore the fine ere judicially imposed in Scotland. 

And Jlk wi"e by bringing a man to die whom he l1ac1 persuaded to confess upon 
llopes of life; and aft nvurd forswore that he had promised, though it t-,md yet re
gistered upon the council's book i·' by se~dillg hipt'uls to be slaves in English plan
tations, which he ju tilled here at counCIl-board in Whitehall; by impo inO' bonds 
aO'ainst law; and, abo\"e a1\, by sending an army of nine or ten thousand men, most 
of them highlanders, to lie upon free-qua!ter, and ,rob and spoil a countr.y that was in 
DO rebellion, 110r could any colour Qf saymg they mtended aoy be ever tound now or 
since. a Thi he did last year, thinking that would certainJy make them rebel, and so 

• This was Mitchel, who attempted to assassinal.e the Archbishop of t Andrews. S<.oe the following tract, 
entitled Ravail a Rdi i U8. 
\ • The 'xurblbl/lt oppret ion. of the highland h t, it Wal tel'med, is recorded ill all our historie , and also 

iQ the £o11owIDI rude couplets by the celebrated Col. Cleland:-
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hav given a just caule for kPeping up a standing army both there and here. And that 
being at the time when tlle papists thougbt th~ plot 0 near perfection, wa · certail ly 
in conjunction with them, having prepared above eight th()u and horse and foot, with 
officer of his own stamp. to ex~cute his de ign. It i morc than probable that it was 
for the intelligence his lady gave of this, that. the Cardinal of Norfolk sent his thanks 
to ber. 

V. 
Whereas there are but few papists inScotland, he hath given these all the encourage

ments he cOlllc.l. The Earl of Aboin . who was oft complained of to tIle council by 
the bishop for k eping many priest ill hi house, and beiug a main sti kler for po
pery, he made a privy -counsellor, and gave him a pen iOll, though .he has llever since 
O'one to church, nor received the saCl'an1ent, The Earl of Northdale, anoth r furious 
papist, in command of the new forces be raised (and so is lord and king) and both tho e 
two were last year employed b him in toe plundering of the west of Scolland, &c. 
And there being in Scotland but fi e l1ublemen that a1'e papists, four of them have 
been supported and maintained by him, &c, 

VI. 
He was a principal instrument ip prOClll'il1g the toleration of popel'y, and courted 

them into sworn friendship with the Lord Clifford; and preferred the declaration and 
otherth king's edicts at the council-board to law, &c. H e pressed the king to break 
with 11i patliaOlcnt, and maintam the declaration, and to take the great seal from the 
Earlo Shaftesbul'Y, tor giviug him better counsel, of which htl has often boasted. 
He became also an nemy to the Earl of Arlington upon the same account, and has 
ever since bad an entire friendship with the lord treasurer, for promoting , those ends 
h supported the last year against the just complaints the Scotch lords made for free 
qu~rter. and other baroarous usages which they met with> &c. 

VIT. 
He became a pensioner to France, from whom he received rich presents and great 

They plunder horse, and them they loaden, 
• With CI)VfriDgs, blllllkets,,,hect and plaid ill, 

With hooJillg gray. and wor~Led $tulf. 
They 6ell our tongs for 10c;1I8 of snulf, 
They take our cultQt and our soaks, 
Aud Irom our door' they pull the h)d~ ; 
They leave u n.either ,boals nor spaids. 
And takes aW;lY Ollf iron in laids; 
They break our pleu"hs, cw'u wbell they're working, ' , 
We dare not bindel' them from durking; 
Ny lord. tlley It(. haras.e and wrong u., 
There'. ~carce a pair of .blX!s among us ; 
And for blew bounels tbey' leave nun, 
That they can get .. \leir c:L.ulIi upon. 
J ( any dare ref'ule w give them, 
Tbey durk them, .trips alk-al, and I(l lel"'es them. 
They ri~ f(lt arm.; but au tbey 604. 
J arms with them, I. aou,bt behind. 
1~'L not a stran,e mi&lake j 1bat 
.our unler'" a~ oq,r e~.pot, 
ADd ltool-P.ADI lbOuUtJbe 'tbQ'J'lit granad~ ? 
They tAke our tadtee WI' ~dea. 
'fbey .tripe our~,' their pour.;hes, 
They leave u ~r~. DOr couches, 
y~a, to be .h()rt. thfl1 _vF III nougilt 
"'That. can from place Co platt be bl"01labt." 

CLSLAND'. Poems, 1697, 
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sums: ' Out 6f one of the jewels which Monsieur Colbert ~ve him l~e made his rich 
George . .. He always helped ()n the Ft'ench levi~ .; in Scotland against the treaties. tHe' 
king. h, d made, a.Qd gave the French officers the publick prisons, yea, and the king', 
own castle of £(lInburgh, of which he is go\'ernor, to keep theil' t~vje in till the ships 
are ready for their transportatio~: l-Ie gave 0rder to his brother to set the levie fol'
ward, and to pre men by force into their service; wbich ing informed to the House 
of Commons, bee corrupted one of the witnesse by hlont'y to forswe r it; and this he 
did after the Hou of Commons had voted that any \Vh assisted thos levies should 
be looked u·p(ln a publick enemies to ·tbe nation. '0 ml,lch did be contribute to er,e 
the French king' designs, and particLllarly in the year 1667, when complaints w re 
made to the king by ' Spanish ministers, that Scotland levies for France were a breach. 
of treaty, his majesty's commissioners ordered a proclamation to he ent down imme
diately for the dischargin,g of them; but the Duk of Lauderdale dispatched an 'e -
pre s to his brother' L'!atton ecredy. to acqllaint him that the p'roclamation was Com
ing, and that it should be kept up until the levied soldier sh6uld be shipp d aud sent 
away, andtbeu published, which was accordingly performed. But for all the haste 
the made to ail, I the \v .... rl dtltained some of their vessels in tbe road after the procla
mation, flncl did drive others back, which had been a good way gone, yet none durst 
stop or trouble them for fear of Hatton, who had always promoted those Jevies, and 
had igned particulat warrauts to several pl'ison.k cpers for delivering their prisons to ... 
the Fl't.nch officers. He lived at that time in such intil~lacy with the hench embas~a .. 
dar, that they were never asunder. He sent his nephew to make campaign in the 
French army, and wrote to the English embassador to present him to the king; and 
tell him, ., That he had ent the dearest thing he had to hi's service, and if he had. 
any thing dearer he would have sent it." 

VIII. 
He hath upon aU occasions spoken of the House of Commons with the greatest 

contempt and earn possible, calling it cQrno,'lOnly, H Bellua multQ'l'um clIj,itwn j" an<:i:< 
usuaHy aid, if th Y would address against him. "he would fart against them, and 
that he would put a dog in his arse a;nc1 bark at them,lI And after boast d among ·his 
crea.tures, " That he had ri en by his addresses." for aft~r onc, he got himself made 
an earl of Ellrrland; after the other, iw had a pension of tInce thousand pou.nds pel' 
annum ill England, thougb he bad above nin thousand pounds per annum in Scotland 
of the king;. and his usual words about the Commons is, j( Let them bark, and he wilt 
bite." 

, IX. 
Not long aO'o he carried a person, known to be of a, very mercenary qualit;y before ' 

the king, and~ it's !ike, suborned him to accuse some of the nobility of Scotland, aneL 
say, "They hadinticerl bim to complain upon . his grMe to the commo~)s in par(ia
ment ;" thereby thinking not only to< put these noblemen out of the ~mg's: favour., , 
but also to beget in hi majesty an ill opinioh of the bou e; but the partIe bemg c?n
vened before t.he king, his majpsty (liscov red the forgery, and ordered the cheatlog 
rogue to custody, where he yet lies under ,restraint~ 

x. 
, At his last bein~ in Scotland be forced aU the officers of atate and others~ in both 

'civi, and military employments, to Quit! their commis ions of the king dU"ante benep/a
clIo, which was llt'ver practised in that nation before; t~ c01~seq uellce th~reof tends, 
so much to cubitrary power, that they need not be partlcular!zed; he put.m and put 
out members of tlle kiDg'1i couucil. ~9rding as they suited hIS secret desJg~5. In 
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XI. 
When the treat for the union of bOth kin doms w s et on foot, whi h had een a 

grea happines t th nations, perceiving he sbould th reby lose that ab olute power 
be had in otland, an no .be able to pro cclite hi arbitrary desigll, et 11imself 
to a breach; for which thi wa his argument, II That it was rather tb kin ' jnt. 
rest. to k~p the kin dOl di tant, and to bold England under the fear of the cotch 
anny, which tben he \as taising and modelling.' 

XIII. 
Fil"st, That Colman' letter wer discharged to be rn d publick in c tland; a d 

next, his t ial being reprinted at .Fidinbur h, the books w rc by a perenlptory order in 
colin ilstopt at the pre I when finished almost to tb last sh ct, not onl 0 the prin
ter's gr~t damage, but to a manifest suppre sion pf the di covery of hat horrid plot 
from the gOOd people of this nation, who were longing for the particulars thereof. 1"or 
js it not known that Charles Milford of Hatton, treasur r, de'puty of Scotland, mana
ged all the affairs and councils there, exactly as he rei ed in truction.s from his h o
ther tb Duke of Lauderdale here: ccorditlg to which, tho e in that country, which 
the creatures talk now of the discovered plot, to be only malicious orgery of t\\'o 
r gues, Oate and Bedlowl' 

Tile s4pology if. tile Dulce 'If Lauderdaile. 

'IT is a llud task to satisfy (even friends) against the slallo I'S which ignorance or 
malice may easily thro,v upon the greatest innocel:1Ce ; and although I b ar that I have 
llad a large share of the rersecution of tongues in and about London, in coHee, houses 
and elsewhere, tbelle divers months past, yet I shall not endeavour at this tim so 
mucn at to aati fy my friends is ~11 the particulars that I hear; which, I hope, I shall 
he able 0 do iu good time, and 80 clearb', that I may easily undeceive all oher and' 
utibiassed men. But one thing I hear is talked, and of so horrid a nature, and y t so 
groundless. 10 impudently false, and 110 easily disproved, that I cannot tOI bear a mo
ment to demonstrate my innocence to my friends. 1 hear it hath b eu !,lid at Lon
don that I was a great cause and l)fomotet of the Jate king's murder, bringing up a de .. 
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claration from Scotland, wllich wa made the ground up n which tlley procec;dcd to the 
murder, aod that [\Va one that had further d that horrid act. This is 0 mon&trou Iy 
fal e, an.u so groundless, that I need say little to my justification; fodt is weI) known 
t~ the kmg, and many thou ands, how faithfully and how dili ,.ently I served the la t 
k~n ,all tha.t year, J ~48, and what my persecution and my ufferin1l"s were from the 
klOg enemle '. ?oth In E:ngland and in Scotland, from that year even to hi majesty' 
happy restoration. Y t It hall not be enough for me to prove th. t til t accusation if) 
£11se; ~ under ake to demonstrate that it is utterly impossible. 

I waIted llpon the la t .kinrr at Cari brooke en tIe, in the Isle of 'Vight, with Wil
liam Duke of Hamilton, (then Earl of Laoerick,) and the late Earl of Lowdon, (then 
Chancellor of S otland;) we carried a protestation in the name of the kioO'oom of 
cot land again t the ~ UI· bills which were at that time impos d UpOll the king by the 

two hou es of parliament. We did then, at Cari~bl)ooke Ca~tlt', recei~e the king's com. 
mands for engaging Scotland, and raising of an army for his delivery and re titution. 
" 'e came thence to London; aod in January 1647, (accordi g to th account of Eng. 
land,) we parted fr m London towards Scotland, where we arrived in the beginning 0 

that February. Now, if ever I sa v London, or any place near it, from that January 
1647, (accon/iller to the acoount fEngland,) ontit the second of October, 1651, on 
which day I was brought a prisoner to the T'Ower, after Worcester, then I do willingly 
submit to the infamy, guilt. and punishment due to the accusation; \vhich should be 
more bitter to me than the cruellest death, and attainder of me and my family. This, 
I hope, prove the utter impossibility ·of my bringing up sllch a declaration. 

My next task must be, to demonstrate as great and absolute an impossibility of my 
llaving aoy acce sion to nch a declaration in Scotland, (if any wa made and sent to 
the rebeJ in England). I came to Scotland (as I told you) in February, 1641; th re 
we began the late king's service, the engaging Scotland for him, and the raising of an 
army; but v ry soon we found the opposltiol of them, who called th mselves the Kirk 
Party. Th Earl of Lowclon, then chancellor, abandoned u , and join d with that party; 
yet William Duke of Hamilton (tl en Earl of Lanerick) and I carried on the bu ine . 

The late king, of ble cd mem r " commanded ir Marmatluke ,Langdale, Sir Philip 
Mu 'O'rave, and Sir William Blackston to corre pond with, ancl take measur from the 
Earl of Lanerick and m ; and we correspond d with th m COli tantly under the names 
of John Read and William Black. This Sir Philip l\fusgrave can testify, a also..Arthur 
Barclay, yet alive, and now a gentleman of the king' privy chambel·, wbo was con
stantly ames enger between us. 

Most of the nobility aDd gentry joined heartily in the engagement, and so did the 
people, in pite of all the thundering of all the pulpits against us, and the army drew 
to a rend zvous in July; and then was I commahded by all tpat was ill power, both 
in Edinburgh and the army, to go to Holland, to invite hi maje ty that now is, (then 
prince,) to OUle and command the army that was raised for his father's service. I em
barked OD e 4th of August, 1648, and waited upon his majesty in the Do\Vns~ where 
he thet commandetl his fath r' fleet. There we got the news of the fatal defeat of the 
Scol¢b arU1Y under James Duke of Ibmilton. I tayed with the ,king abo,,: three 
,~e ks in be ~t, .aDd then waited lI~on hil~l all \~at year. That WUlter the hll1g d~. 
Signed to send me lUto cotland for Ius Sel·vlce agalll. I proCl~red a .pass fro!!, them m 
po er in ScoUauu. to ('orne to Scoll nd, up~>n pretence of 8et~ling pm'ate busI~es. I and 
to remo e uut of \t ag in As soon as my pass came. the kl~g ent m at Chn t.rna 
iflto ScQtJand with insh'uctioos whi 11 none knew but hi m~Jellty and the late Prmce 
of Orange, wbo gave a man ·of war which transported me thtther. As soon as 1 landed, 
I found that tho who. alrer he d feat of the army, had u urped the pOIA·er, and then 
proc cded with great. violenCt' api it au tho wh(~ ~ere joined in the t>~gag ment, ~nd 
.tnoS't P.!lrticularly a~ull~t 111YSeU. found that :WIlham puke of HamIlton (then Earl 
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of IAneric) as confined to his nouse; and that both be and I, with many other per
on of quality, wer turned ou of all employments) and declared incapabl of all pub-

lick trust i and that r had been fined, and my tenants ruined; yet, tru ting to m pa , 
I went to ~dinburgh, where some ~f my fri~n(~s saw me; Lut I wa. very fal' from being 

. citller ilhng or aule to meddle wlth Bny JudIcature. I p ke \ Ith tbe Duke f Ha
lniltoJl t a~ a Dly return, I found that Scotland would quickly be to h t ith r for 
him or me: for the reb Is in London, baving heard from Hollano that I wa s 11 ill a 
man of war to cotland, they presently took jealousy, and dij;patcl ed on Roe to th -ir 
friend 10 Scotland, to demand the then Earl of Lanerick and me to he deli er d to 
tbe~ As 600n a thes Jetter came to Edmburgh, a private committee wa caB d; 
nd tbough the Earl of Cassel and Lord Balmerinocb (both ead) did pI d th faIth 

tho they had given to me in their pas, yet. th y pt>rfidi u 1 r, ·?·d to h d Ii red 
me. ut the L rel Balmerinooh gave me timely warning; 0 I fled m th llight lor my 
liG, aud I brought Iowa my Lord f Lanerick out of hi re trainl ; alld SO both of us 
went aboard of lny ship, and sailed to Holland. From th Low-Countrie w tin d 
not un it we waited OD hi maJesty in June, ] 650. What <.Ie iarat ic)J1 ere made In 

Scotla d
t 

or sent to t1 rebel in London for ountenancing th Jilt kmg' horrid mor
(jer, or wl1ether any such wa or DO, I cannot determin. 0)' i it my b ine to jus. 
tif tho e that weI then in power, (who. 1 am ure, w re my p)' cutor and en mi 5;) 
but I am sure have demonstrated, that as It was utt fly imp S lhle that I coui(i hU\'e 
both carrier of uch a declaration from otlanrl, so it is impo ible that could 
llave had the least hand in carrylDg any such declaration. And if I saw othmd from 
the 4th of Augu t, 164~, until June, 1650, (excepting tho f w da ' w 1 n the ing 
sent me thither, and from whenc I fl d tor my II ,) 1 hall a<.:knowled e tb guilt; 
Qf if e er I meddled in any judicat re of 'otland, civil Ol' eel siastick, from the 4th 
o Augu t, 1648, till after the king crown d in Scotland, then let me suffer any. 

unishment. 

From th Collection of Sir Thomas Robinson, Bart. 
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o~ :Qivinity, . ?cin,g about t~at time reclor of • Ebbes Church, ill Oxon, in the J»lace of Will. 
Pmdar; and In eptet:nber~ 10 the year foHo\ving, Qe becnmo domestic c11~ple.in ofJobn Duke of 
Lauderdllle, through the recommendation of Henry Bishop of Lo )(100, f'np with him cooLi~Qed 
till ept mbf'r, 1680. In Jun~, 1017, he attended the sllid duke intq Scotland durin~ his ~om
mission,in that kingdom; aod whllel1e l' m~in d th~re,happen<!(ltl e tJ'yal of" l'rJ"ames Mitchel. 
f~r havlDg atl mpled to l~l1rder th~ ~Tcl blSh?p of t ~ndre " wh r lIpotl he WI' t and pub
It b~d a , bool~, cal~ed RavJ\I~~ Rcdmvus, whlcb CC:lSIOnea tum (by 9t)m mt'naces given out) 
to dlSgUi e hIm elf under a feIgned name and character; to secure himulf from th II rdetOU8 
Scotti1.iU wbi,ggs. D~trin~ his utl~ndance th~re, tile Archbi bo~pf . An~rew!\ (Od:lIn g,Sbarp) 
nnd olh r bIshop did, In compliment to hun, but more cspeclullY lto bl patroD, offi,~ him t9 
degree ?f Doctor of D,ivinity at • A,ndrew , which ,his gn~e~ tbe du~e ap'prQv~ , "w~p, lh!l~ ~ 
W' obhg d Lo ~cc~pt It, ~nd tcordm<rly, he 6 nt illS sorHn-iaw and servant, with 4\1n th't cr. 
wh r he ,wa dIgnified with thnt bonour 111 a full convoctltiQn nf the dOCtl>fS, roie 6'Y': n'd 
mn ters. About that time 81 0 the said At hbishop of • Andrew did, i hi own naillc nntf in 
the name of the chur 'h of Scotland, present to him ( san acknow edgmclll of the services he 
did that church) The Councils, in IS vol. in fo1. set fortb by Philip Labell and Gabr. Cos, a,r.. 
tius" at Paris, lfnno 1672. In Dec. 1619, he wa actually?reat d Doctor or Divinity of the ul,i
vennty of O.-Iord; and on the lIth of June, 1680, was tnstnlled prebendary of Worcester, ill 
the r ace of Mr Will . Tb rnborough, dcceused, bestowed upon him by his m~jestYJ for ~he ser
~ice8 he had <Iolle the publio duriug the Duke of Lauderdale's commission in Scotlaud.'·
'WOOD' ..ilhUlft, 11. lOCH. 

Ilickes received various preferments i.n the church, all which he forfeited by refusing to rflke ·tlre 
oaths ·Lo 1 iog William. • 

Of the following tract it need ouly be snid, that it was writtep to justify tbe crueUiell flxcrcised 
upon the unfortunate (rtoatics of the west of Scolland by the tyrannical administration Qt' the 
J)uke of Laurlcrdale, and contains IUany ex.aggerations, and 80me actual falsehoods, whIch the 
radel' WIlt find t1l(lm~ct d in til noles. ' 

The pampblet first appeal' din 1678, aud afterwards, in an enli\t~d' state,. in ]68~. It was re
prlllted nd con8id~l'ably alter d by Curl, in 1710, under the nf>W tille of The ;:,piri of FI\llaLi~ 
dsm e:J"emplified in the Tri Is of Mr Jamt:$ M.itchel, &c. and Mnjor Thomf\S Weir. 

SIR, 
I RECEIVED your letter. wl1erein you charO'e me with unkindness fo\' ha\'ing ne .. 

glf'cted to writ unto YOI for the.la t six m?nths,; and you als? tell me you cannot 
imagine what I utb made me so dlent aU thIS while that others have sent their corre., 
spo;ldcnts in England so many letters of Scottish ne~v. But what.you seem to make 
an acrgravation of my fault, I must retort upon you 10 my own d felice, and tell you 
plainly, that being a person uneapable to write certainties in state mattells, and ~oo 
hone 't to write lye, l could not prevail with myself to follow the ill cxaolple of many 

f my countrym n, whereof some maliciously wrote their own fOl'gerie , and some, Ollt 

of c k 8, their jealousies aud fears, and all pretending to undenitand not only what 
were, but what ~ ould be the intrigu s of Halyrud.house, filled their l\Iuddimau-lettel's 
with their own iR~entiolls in tead of feal truth. 

,The r. ports whi 'il th,e e ~11 tl'UDlents ?fmischiefsent to Londo~l,reboundeu as ql~ickly 
lllther again; and consldel'mg how f~ohshly 0111<;, aDd ~10W m~hclously others of their 
stories were contrived, ] cannot but sl~h for tb~ unhappllless ~f my CO~llt\'y where these 
coines S and dispersers of fat e news, like the tahoe prophets In the klUgdonl of Israel; 
are a national jucJgn ent ii~( a grievous plague ~oth to church and state,. • ' 

Therefore Ie\. Dl pre all wlth )OU, tor the tIme to corne, to glvt' as 11t~le credll to 
Hle fl,\ in~ l't~ports w hleb are lIt>nt from 'our, country, ~q' ell! to tl~ose wlllcl~ are ent 
fl'onl 'OUl'S' and that we may both "TIl\V wiser by other men s foilles, and take surer 

, • t:: h 1 • measun .. s in ()ur future correspondent't'. ~lve me leave to pwposc t at w~ Wl'ItE' not lJAg 

Jlel'eat\.er but lUat en of fact, and cuunlle uUJ'Selv~s to r te such u eiuj and worthy 
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But be. h.ad not IO,ng frequented there before be w.as discOvered, and apprehended 
!lpon SUspIcIon; and 'When he was taken (which was on the ~ame day of the week, and 
1~ th~ samellace wh~re he had formerly stood to commit the fact) there were- two 
p~ tolS fO~,n ab?ut 111m, in size and shape like that which th primate a lim hold ill 
IllS band Immt!dlatel~ ~fter he had shot at his gl' ce, and, upon search, they were al () 
found to be charged wIth three bullets each. Being apprehended by Sir j Jiam larp 
he was immediMely brought to his broth r the primate's 10 iner ; and th01\gb <It :rea' 
crowd had pressed in aft r him, yet his grace knew bim.at fi st ~igbt fi m all th l'cSt 
(such a de p impression the tran ieot view he ot f him, after the ot, had mad~ 
upon him.,) and going strait up to him, without any hesitation he said unto 1im," ou 
ir, are the man !" upon which the wretch trembled ' n,d grew pale. ' 

Not long after he was convened before th pl'ivy ou cil, and the D.\lke pf Lauder
daJ , his maje ty's high comm18 ioner, th n iotting in unciJ; but he would confes 
nothing before them, whi-ch made tl e right hon.our:abl board dep te a committ qr 
hi farther examination, before which be frecly coni< s 'd the f: ct, and afterward ac 
knowledged and sign'd hi confession before the king' higb commissioner sitting h 
council, with the Lord Halton; the treasul'W' deputy, the Earl of Rothe, lo{d chan.
cellor, and some other of the cou cil ubscribed . as .witnesses; and tIl' paper was 
brought at his tryal against him as a Judicial confe sio of his TilDe. .' 

After thi . exam'ination 'of him before ·hi majesty's high commis loner s.itt ~ng. in cpun .. 
cil,(whicb happen d in February, 1674,,) h wa put UpOl'l his tryal in the cl1iminal court; 
but ~fter his indictment was read, !1e deoy'd it, and ft!traoted the confession, which he 
bad freely made" without any promi e of pardon, before the high commi ioner aDd ~he 
council; upon which Sir John isbet, ,his majesty's advocate, (who, n. twith tanding 
his fair p.retensions to the church, 61 th r loves or £ aI's th fanatical, faction too much,) 
seem'd. very much surprized. and d si ted immediately from his pro eoution, desiring 
the judges to adjou1'll ,the court. an from that time would Ilever ,pUisne the murderous 
villain again, althollgh he was obliged by his office to do . t, as well a by the arch· 
bishop, who in causa sanguinis would -not purslie him l1imsdf. The judcres also, at tbat 

. time, had DO great stomach to sit upon the tr al of this bloody sai,nt; 0 that the privy
council w re forced to s nd him pri ooer to the Basse, (a rock in the Forth. where I 
~· ish ' all his brethren were,) where he continl\ed till the latter el1d of I,ast December, 

when the privy-council ~ent for him to be try'd ag in. 
About this time it was rulUoul"d about town and .country, tha the whigs (for so we 

call fallaticks) design'd to take off both the al'chbi pops, and some other bishops, by 
assas illation; and likewise vehement sllspioious alld pre nmpti<?l1s ~el' found that 
they had the like de .ign ,on other eminent persons who were most conc rn 'd, and re
spl\'cdto see them l'educ d to or~er and obe je c .: and therefore the ouncil tbought 

I j expedient t prevent such b~rb~l'ous attemr~ , and to secure the lives of his maje ty's 
faithful mini ters, to brin Mr Mitchel tc pubLick justice, th~l the l' monstrator-pre -
byteria~ of Qur country might see what the,ir Cle ,cnts ~md ~~villac. w~re ~o expect. 

Since the Duke of Lauderdale came la t hlther, IT John Nisbet resign U hl charge, 
and bi DltYesty put if (JeorO' l\1acke.n~y, a,learned a~ld worthy g~ntleman. in~o his 
place, who, in obedicnc~ to the o}'der<of the pnvy-coul,1cll, pursued tlll common elle~y 
of mankind w'th a cou~ag and z ' 1 tha be SOle such a gallant man and a 'oo~ Chns-
tian, alt 1) he for Sliwbl. nnlst for 'vcr di oblige that impl cable P' lty whIch hath 
sworn to 'irpate episcop¥.cy here. , .. , 
. YQU mayea, ily jud e with what deliberation ~nd cautIon thl& m~ cr,eant's. process 
was made, 109 hi tpyal U6 dependant fo r da>'s; for h V:lA arral~n d on ,Mollday 
the seventh of.Jauual'y In the morning, and receIved Dot sentenC<;I ~Ill the followmg 
Thursday, at two in the at't.crnoou. As the pri y .. coollcil were very Just, so W" rc they 
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exceeding merciful to this inhuman man; for, at the instance of his m8jesty's advo-
cate, they commanded Sir George Lockhart, one of the best lawyers of thill nation, to 
be of his council; aud had he been the greatest subject of the three kingd0fr)ll his 
cause could not have been more strenuously defended, uor his process made witli more 
care. 

The first day was spent in reading the indictment, and discussing some preparatory 
(1011bts nece,ssal'j' to be determi.ned by an interlocutory sentence before the assize, which 
you call the jury, could be impallllcli'd, and the witnesses sworn. The doubts were 
three: First, Whether that confession which the pannel (for f«) we call the prisoner at 
the bar) made before the king-'s high commissioner and the privy-council, sitting in 
council, werl? judicial or extrajudicial? The second was, Whether, if this confession 
should Le made appear to be upon hopes or promise of pardon. it should not sen'e for 
the prisoner's exculpation ? And the tbi,d was, Whether, by a certain act of pa1'lia· 
Illent made for the security of his majesty's privy counsellors and officers, the attempted 
assassiuage of the primate, who was, and is, a privy-counsellor, were capital or no? All 
which preliminaries the judge. deliberated UpOll, and debated among themselves on 
Tuesday, and on Wednesday following pronounced their interlocutory sentence in the 
affirmati\'e upon the several heads. 

You may perceivE', by the terms wherein I am forced to couch the narrative of his 
trial, that we han much of the civil law, Indeed it is the I common law of our COUll
try, and takes place in all cases that cannot be determined by our statute or consuetu
dinary laws. ) kuow vt:ry well yuu understand nothing of it, but yet your reason can· 
not but suggest unto you that an interlocutory is opposite to a definitive sentence, and 
that this is nothing but thc final doom, consisting in the condemnation or ahsolution 
of the criminal; so the other is a decision of such incident and emergent matter!' of 
Jaw as intervene betwixt the beginning and end ofthe cause,-LANCELOT. in.stit.juris, 
O.ron. l. 3. til, 15. paragr, I. 

nu~ tb return to my narrative. After the interlocutory was pronounced, the jury was 
impannell'd, and the witnesses sworn, sollie of who.!lc depOSitions I shall set dOll'n as 
I heard them; and I think J shall ue\'er forget them as long as I can rcmember my 
Dame. 

The keeper of the tolbootb's son (for so we call the prison here) cleponed, That 
lla"ing ask'il the pannel how he could do such a barbarous action, 'in cold Llood, against 
8 llIau that had never done him wrong? he answer'd, That it wa~ not done in cold 
blood, for the blood of the saints was reeking yet at the cross in Edinburgh. By the 
saints he meant the rebels at Pentland-Hills in 1666, one of which he himself had 
been; and some principals whlfreof~ that were taken in the field, had been executed 
about two years before at the cross in Edinburgh. 

The Lord Bishop of Galloway, (whom no good churchman here oug})t to mention 
without honour and respect) baving first as!rerted the privilege that is granted to bi. 
shops, to have their deposition. taken at home, according to the civil and canon-law, 
and protested that his obedience to the court should be no prejudice to that privilege. 
deponed, That having ask'd the prisoner, What moved him to make such a bloody at· 
tempt on an innocent ma.n? he answer'd, That he did it because he apprehended him 
to be an enemy to the people of God. 

The Lord Halton deposed, That having uk'd bim, How he durat be so wicked 8.8 to 
do 8uch an execrable faat 1 be answer'd, That he did it because the archbishop was 
an euemy to the b"Odly people of the west. ., , 

Furtbel1llDre, Ibe lord cba.cellor apd the Lord Halton te.tify'd UPOllolllb, (for wilb 
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us the grea~st peers ~ust be sworn,) That he own'd the confession produced in court 
!>erore the pnvy-councd, and acknowledged their names, which were subscribed under 
)t, and the pannel could not deoy his. 

Thes: de{>08itions being taken, there was no way left to save the pannel 's neck but 
by makmg It appear that he had made this confession upon promise, or hopes of par~ 
don i and therefore his ad\'ocates desired that the lord chancellor mi"ht be call'd to de .. 
clare upon oath, if he did not encourage him to confess upon promlst", or oath, to en
deavour to secure him, life and limb, as he allt'dged his lordship did. llut l,t: declared, 
upon the great oath he l~"d taken, that he never made any such promise or oqth unto 
him. And th~ Duke of J.audeniaie and the Lol'd Halton being also cali'd to depone 
upon that partICular, lcs~ify'd, That they never ~I)ew that the loru chance llor, or any 
other, had encournged 111m to make that confesston upon hopes or promise of pardon 
which, if it could have beell legally proved, he must have been absolved. • 

The impudent villain likewise desired the lords justiciary, (whom before I called the 
judges, in your style,) that the primate himself might be cited into the court to declare 
upon oath, if he did not encourage him to confess upon a promise to endeav'om to pro. 
clIre. his pardon. t? whi~h beill!? sworn, h~ ans.wt'~·d. ~hat immediately after his appre~ 
hension he took hlln aSide to discourse with 111m III pnvate, where he did assure him 
he forgave him, and would endeavour to save him frolll publick justice, if he would 
confess the fact; but that upon this encouragement he would make no confession, nor 
ever after offer'c.l any to him; 80 that tho' he still forgave 11im, yet he did not concei \'e 
hirmelf bound to cllde,avour his preservation after more than five years obstination in 
his crime. , 

I The matt!!r which HickCl' pastes over 80 Il iglltly reRected the utmosl infamy uron liil pt.trom, the Duke 
fI( Lauuerdale Ilnd A tdlbi~h'lp tof St Andrewl, as 8PI'(::fln frum thl' fullto",ill~ m"fe lIuthl'lIlic ~",t('",enl:_ 

.. Archllishol) SIHlrl' bl1u ull~t~rv('01 II p .. ulln who ~yt:d him ll11cnticel)". IIlId ,mllgined thllt III: beheld the per_ 
son who had attempted tll~ hfe, When IHr .. 't~d, he proved to hi: Mitchel, a {lllUllle"1 preacher; a 101l0lcol l)i~lO\ 
was found in hiH cu.touy, to confirm Ihe smpicioll; lIut no rfoof aPr"ared of IIi5 aClu,,1 Auilt. Tn ,ji~cl'nl r hi' 
eonfedcratu lind llie IoXlenl of the dllnf:,et, a .olemn promise was Imlue by Slliup to rrncure hi, p"nlon, j f Ill' 
would cunfe.s the fllel. On the mOlt lolemn lI.!I~urunce o{ lif .. , cOl\firnll~d by III<' cI,anccatit. commis·,j"ner, and 
pri l'y-council, he acknuwku~ed the att.cmpt to as'8s~illalc the prim"tl'; but, in5ll'IIIJ of numr.rou5 as~OC llllc~ !lntl 
a rl'j;ular con~pirflcy, nonC but a sinRle per!iOlI, then dcad, wu privy 10 the duiRn. DislIppointl'd anti m"rli~ 
lied at ~lIch a I lip,hl tlilCovery, the pt'rfitiiouM council rroceeded to d .. termine "'bat Jlunish m"ul le~ t than deluh 
might I.te illfliC',ed 011 lhl' crime The jUfliciary coun waj in.tructed secretly 10 pronounce a !K'ntoml:e for Ihe 
amplIl,')liun of the hllurl; but "hen pwduct~ to ,("n("w bl~ confe!Ollioli at the uar, lhe whi~I)I'r cof a jutljl.c, in pa". 
ins. udmol,bh.,d him to acknowh'dse notbiog, Unl(,,35 I,is limb~, liS well u hi~ life, werc flCcurc". Tile torture 
.. a~ upxt 'p!,lleu. under a fali!! I'rewxt 10 ('xi.<lrt II confetllliull tlf hi, c>..\lIccrn ill the inulrrrctiun of I't'nrJantl; 
and after ellthuillg till' qur8liun till he fainted und"1 the ~trokes of the exc('utioner, he remll ined fOllr y~ur$ in 
feuen, (OI'g"Uf'1l in the ~olil.ttry confinement (,f the BIl~'. liis trial, (.III tbe return of Luuderdale, WIU n"w re~ 
.umcU at tbe iltltigatiull of Shurp. Nisbet, the kin!;'. IIdvOt:lIle, wa, dIsplaced for MIIChll1.i{', who, as Mltchel's 
coull ... 1 in tile former tria l ('ould not he ignorllnl of the assurance of his life, ) 't't preferred an iu,lictmcnt IIgaill~t 
him for a capital crime. Primm!!I', from the lucr~li"c office of clerk.rep,istcr. removed to I.tc ju'tice .~('ner .. l. 
tr."n,mitted privately to his adyocate. a copy of the act of counci l in which Ihe assurance 101115 contai ned. His 
former utrajudic.i1l.1 confeuion, the only evi(lence of his atlempt to a~l'min~\e a preilite and a pri"y'councellor, 
W8I at.tetted bJ Sharp. the pruuall.' , Rolhes, the cb.aocdlor, Lauderd"le, bigo'coDllllin iollcr, alld Hatton, 11 lord 
o( the trest ury and "'$Iion, who did no~ ~crup ll' , in thei r lI:efl l 10 convict the pri!>Oncr, to declare, on ouh, that 
no lWurance whatever bad been given for the prer.ervatiOIl of his life. The copy of the Itct of council Wllt pro~ 
duced. The bOOks o( council, deposited in the allj(,;ning rbllm"er, wetc deman,ll'd as c\'itll'ncc of ll,e Jlri~oner, 
,ince hi. extrajudicial eonfeuion ber"re tbe ~lIme jUllic.ture W&I admit~1 M proof. But the nuke of Laut!et~ 
dale, 01 • willle.S not entilled to spttllr., illterruptl'u UIC court ill a attain of imperious allthurilY, th>dlltoo II,.t 
tbl' books of coundl contained the leetet. of the J,:ing, whicb nn court . hould 00 pt'TmitU'd 10 examine; and 
Colldudio, that the four coulI('('llon came ~Iot thefe to be accull'd of perjury, it WIIS immediately undenlood 

, tbat they wcre all (lNWom. fhe COUIt, intimidatrd perhaps lIy his threals, dek'rmineu, by lill obsequioul ma_ 
jority, that i1 W8I too late for the production I;lf the record, uf wt.i ... h "~i ilutb::nt;cat"d cupy had lJcen ~fUled 
by tLe clerk. But il il olltervablc ... a melancholy in$tance "f the derravity ~r servility of tile belich, I~at the 
justice-general. who furn.isbell a ,ur~ptitioul copy,lUld had previvusly IdmoOl!h("d ~ .. udcrd~le,of the eXls~nce 
.,( the .ot, pUlMllCd neltb¢r tbe vmueDor the (ollitude to IIUC:ot tLe tact .. a Wltn«, or 11 Judge, 11\1' 11ea-. 

9 
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There were many otber witnesses ready to depone, of which there WIll no need; one 
of them could have testify'd, That he heard him ny, that he would do the fact, if -it 
were to be done again. And another could have deponed, That he heard bim Bay. u Let 
me but shoot at him again, and I 'll be content to be hang'd if 1 miss." The jury, which 
consisted of tifteen ~ntlemeD, unanimously found him guilty, and when sentence ",'al 
p ronounced, That he should be cal'rird to the common place of execution, and there 
be hang'd. he told lhe justiciary lords, that he took it as from God," but not from 
them. 

Since he was condemn'd, he desired that some conveaticle miuisters, that were im
prisoned with him, might be admitted to give him comfort'j and obstinately refused 
the assistance of the ministers of our church. However, one of them wenfto him to 
remind him of the murder he was guilty of in the eyes of Goo, tho' he suffered him not 
to efJecluatc his design, Hut instead of making any impression on his hardned heart. 
or receiving' common acknowledgment! for his good will, he received nothing from 
him but reproacht:5, being told by him that he Wall a murderer of lOuis, and had the 
blood of souls to answer for, with many more rude and enthusiastick expressions, 
which would ~ too Joug to relate. 

He was a Jean hollow~cheek'd m:m, of a truculent countenance. and had the air of 
an assassin as much as a man could have. He came with his perriwig powd"r'd tv the 
bar, and behaved himself there with as much assurance as men devoted to do mischief 
by their principles anLl complexion resolve Lefvrehand always to do. 

As for his orlgimll. 'tis so obacure that the mean proletalian l:ondition of his parents 
affords me no notice of his birth; and for his education, after he had passed through 
the .subsidiary part of learning. he WftS sellt to the college of Edinburgh in the time 
of the late usurpation, where he made very small progress in any part of good literaturt>. 
but apply'd himself to the reading of such silly fanatical hooks a!l were fit for his nar .. 
row cavacity and enthusiastical temper, so that the acquiretJ, ur artificial part of fan8~ 
ticism (which whigs call grace) being added (0 his nature, he might qualifie hilllsdf 
for employment and reputation, e$pecially among the remonstrator_presbyterians, wllo 
were then the principal part of the kirk. This taction, especially in the west. was ad· 
"anced so tar towards enthusiasm, that they despised and suspected men of learning 
and sense, antI begau tu look UllOIl it as a stint.ing of the,lPirit to spend any study or 
rime in prepKring" thenll~eln'5 to preach. The people eSpd'lally were so po~sesged with 
thi ~ opinioll, that jf they came to know that their ministers preconceived, much more 
penn 'tl their scrmODS in their studies, they thought it a sufficient ground of with~draw. 
jng from them, as believing it utkrly impossihle to receive any "pi ritual benefit from 
such carnal sermons as were composed by the help of atudy and books. 

Among these pcople it was tiJat ~lit('he l dCtiignccl to teach and preach j and there .. 
fore, after lw was graduated master. (which is here at tile end of four )"ear~) he apply'd 
himself to t.be study of popular divinity under Mr David Dickson, a great apostle of 
the solemn league and co\'enant; under whom be continued bi, method of reading mo .. 
derll timatical pamphlets, that he might be an able workman, and cuulpleatefy finished 
with all those canling affected phrase& which discriminate a spiritual trom a carnal 
vreacher among our preshJterian~, aud a.re musick and charms to tht'ir enthu61astical 
ears. 811d, that he "light add the practical to the Sllf'cula.live pal·t of fana.ticislD, and 
be perfectly master of his trade, he frequented thOle pnvate meetings where confer .. 
ences, praye~ and sermOtls, were spoken in that dialect j and w.here tORe, grimace. 

Mun('ed ~ comimnntuion of a ml" to deAth wbOftl. 'bil ,et'WeO('e . /wuld havo preten0e4." -W .... ·s 8;11.01*'" 
lirolllJntJ.LtmtLI800,8W.tlClJ.II.p. 71. , " " . 

LauUcrdale wvuJd willmgly bYe W&~ MilcbeU',Jile. but III IIle IIrcbloi.~bllp jmi~1.ed on hi.exttulion,. ho 
cut: up hi.c .. ~ ",jib. rrofaDe.&nd bru\lJ jet" " liIay, tbt.Dt e'eD let WID Klorify Gild in ~ G~M.,lr.etl·. 
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and ge&ticulations, are far more powerful than aU the true .teaming and eloquence in 
tJle world. 

Hav;ng acted Borne t;rne in the't: nurseries of enthusia~lll he tholln'ht himself fit for 
any ecclesiastical employment. ant1 therefiH'c offered himself to be t7"ct! bv Ihe ,m~g
hytery, of Dalkeith, who rejected him for insutliciency, as some yct ali've call te~ t il il' to 
the world. 

After this repulse he beA:au to prqject some other way of li~'i\lg, lUll I was shortly af
t~r rccomDl.entled to ,the lalnl of Dundas, to be pedagogue to his l'hihlreil, ~nd UUI\JCS
tJc~ ,chaplam for saYII,lg extemporary prayers. He pasbed ~(}flle tilile in this family for 
~ gl,tted, aDd very holy young man. till some of the servanu ouserved an exlraoH'in~ry 
fallultanty~etwn~,t hlln ~nd a young woman, who was the old gardener's wife. Being 
poss~s~td with this Stl~IJlcion they observed him more, aud one n i~ht ns they were 
watchmg, they saw ll1s mistress go to his chamber, which was a sUlIlrner·llOlI se hu il t 
on tbe garden-wall. The key, as it happ~ntd , was left. on the olltsid.· or the duor, 
which one of those that watched observing, gently locked the d(l()r l1pOU them. <I ud 
immediatdy ran to cRlI his master, who came to the garden to sec .whal \\'ould bc the 
event. After they had been as long as they plcast'd tOj!eflitr, at la~t lIortcmi:t cOllin 
to go out, who, to her great confusion, finding the door locked. steps hack tl) the '!I!lll· 
terer, who, fearing that she should be taken with him, illllllt'diately le t her dow II the 
garllen·wall by the help of his shirt, she hang ing at, nne cnd, alld he holrltng' the otllt ... 
as n"keu as whell he was born. His patron all this while beheld him like a lilthy 
pdapulif, upon the gardtn.wall~ aud the next day. ill grcat indig'lIu tidn, discj!ar~t'd him 
of ll i .~ bc rvict and house. 1 suppose this is one of his particular and pm-at.e SillS, which 
),ou'li find him hereafter confessing in his speech, deserved a worse oeatl. than he ('U~ 
dun:d. 

Afterwards be.. came to Edillburgh, whe,'e he lived ~ome year:. ill a widow's house 
called Mrs Grissald Whitford, who dwelt ill the Cowgatt-, and with whom that disho
nour of mankind, Major Weir, was hoarded at the Blune t ime. Hihis cOllversatiolJ, 
it may be presumed that Mitchel improved much in the art of h}'pucrisie. and drank in 
more deeply those murrlerous and treasonable I,rinciples which he afterwards practist'd 
in the whole course of his life. aod jUititien at his deat h. Nuw began he to conn-rse 
with the most bigot zealots ugainst aufhority, to ti'(;(Juent and hol<1 convrlltides to 
preach up the covenant, audlto the utmost of his power to proillole tht' schism whidl 
was hegun in the church. Uy these practices he much endeared himself to his tutor, 
Major Weir, who recolllmended him for a chaplain to a fa.natical family. the lady 
whereof was niece to Sir Archibald Johnston, lain! of Wareston, onto uf tlw most furiowJ 
rebels agaillsl the late blessed king, and greatc:st complias with the I~te lI '.i ll~pation, in 
the three kingdoms, and whom you may remember to have beell I'tt:slCiI' llt ~t till: ~'om. 
mittee ofsatety , tor all which accumulated treasons he ,wns execuk~1 hc~t! 1Il ,J611~,. 

During Ill' ahode in this family, broke out the rebellion of the ,tallatH,*s III Hl6G. 
He no SOODtr heard of it but jOJoed With the reb~ls, who ~ere uefeatcd a~ PClltl.a~u l
Hills; thougb Mr Welsh, (as it is reporLed) dUtl~lg t!l~ hght. prayed WltJ~ upJrlll'd 
hands to the Lord of Hosts against Amalek, (as IllS Splr!t mo"cd hIm to nmeall t h.e 
r,?yal forces,) and had hilJ hands stayed uP, by some of LIS ~rethrcn, as Moses had illS 

by Aalon and Bur. Air !\'litchd had the lortune ,lO ,csl'ape from .'he field, IlL~t ... vas af
terward!' prodaimed tray tor, with many other PfI!lClpai aetors 1.1l the n-lJdhon; and 
afterwards eKCfl)ted by flame it! hi" majesty 's gr~clOus procl.lInatwn of pardon, that he 
rnigbt"receive no ~netit thereby. f 'rom this lime he s~lliked abo~lt, atlfl shcl,lered 
himself among tbt" rehdliou& .saint. of tile hrotherln:>od, til! tl!e lie vII tempted him to 
assassina.te the Lord Primate, for which he hath cxplat~d bi IWI blood. . 

Among, others of his excellen,t qualifications, I ha\,t told Y'i': ~vhat nn utter '~lJ(lra~ 
m.ua he was; and 1 caunot forbear to tell you flUther, that" ebb aud Arnot, and all 
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the r(,5t of them, are full as illiterate as be, and that their insuperable ignorance in di
,"inc and humane learning is the mother of their murdering zeal. Indeed all the late 
troubles upon the account of episcopacy are chiefly to be ascribed to the "shameful 
ignorance of protestant divines itt ecclesia6tical antiquity, who. looking no farther" 
back into the history of religion than the time of the Reformation, aDd some of them 
not so far. die) either bate episcopacy as an usurpation. or ebe looked upon it &5 a meeT 
human constitution, and 80 could not have that panicular veneration 'for it that was 
due to an apostolical ordinance, so visibly founded in the scriptures, and which was 
tbe sole in\'ariable gO\'ernment of God's universal church for above 1500 years . 

. Of this, that excellent man Mr Henderson was a deplorable example, w~o though' 
be was a man of great temper and prudence, and very learned in his way, yet want of 
antiquity, of which he was ignorant, was the unhappy cause why he engaged tor the 
covenant against the king and the church. Had he spent but half so many hours in 
that, he had never moved so eccentrically to the church, nor done those things for 
which he expiated with tears before hi!! late blessed m~iesty at Newcastle, afterwards 
spending the short remainder of his life in a sorrowful penitential retiremcnt, for which 
he grew suspected hy his brethren of the covcnant. who called him apostate from the 
cault. There are many persons yet alive who cau I.estifie this to be true, which may 
teach all divines how dangerous it is for them to live in ignorance of ecclesiastical anti~ 
quity. which is so easily acquired and so useful to be known. That comprehensive ge
nius, Mr Calvin, wanted nOlhing but t.his to make him as orthodox and consummate a 
di\-'ine as ever was in the church of God ; for had he been but half as well versed in the 
more primitive ecclesiastical writers as he was in St Augustine. he had never coined 
the notion of a lay.dder, defended the horrible decree~ or been exposed tor so many 
absurdities by meek' Cassander's pf:n. 

But to conclude this digression with Mr Henderson. there were very few among our 
covenanting·ministers comparable to him for prudence and learni,ng; and yet enn the 
lowermost form of our former presbyterians were great men in comparison to these of 
the remonstrator faction, who are all burning zeal but no knowledge; as you will per· 
ceh'c not only by the sequel of this story, but this letter of au ignorant minister, that 
lately re\'olted from our church. 

SIR, 
1 recci\'ed your letter of the 15th of July, wherein you say. That on the first Wed

nesday of August you are to have a presbytery, (you ought to hnt! termed it a meet· 
iug of the exercise,) and on the second Wednesday of August, a provincial mreting 
with your Bishop of Rothf'say. Anrt, once for all, I desire you may take this for an 
absolute answer; first, That God hath for a long time been dealing with my con
!cience, but especially since October last, when 1 was called to Mul tor electing MI' 
Andrew Wood, bishop (I confess his want of tile Irish language did !tick with me, be
sides many other things, as wen now as before, about the election of Mr James Ram
say; and all of you, save one, did then profess that they did stick with you also, 
though now you have swallowed down tha.t pill with many more,) and that in such an 
extraordinary, dreadful. and terrible numner, for my .engaging to prelacy and a lordly 
government over the church ofChrilt, (~ontrary to which there fie 80 maDY tiel and 
obligations on this land,) tha.t, with tb~ grace ofqod, I would not adveoture to abide 
the terror of the Lord for all the 6tipends .and preferments in Europe. ~nd truly the 
worst I wish to yo u, or any prelateio Brj~iD or Ireland, or tbeir adherentt, is, that 
they may have as sound a ),oaking with their consciences as 1 have had, jf they be 'not 
incorrigible enemies of Cbl1it. Next, upon .serious search oftbe word of God and of 

In d~1\Io lib. de Ofti,c. Pii .,in. 
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'abtiquity. I am the more confir!"e~ i,n, my resolution. Blontlel1us, Salmati'ls, Gerson, 
Bucer, yea the whole, current of pnmltlve fathers, especially Smel"tymnuus, have vjndi ... · 
cated ,presbytery against the whole ~orld., I want not many more solid reasons to add, 
.only I suppose I could never be satisfied IQ them, and thcrefine I t()rhear. 

To conclude, I ~to, here. before ,God ~nd tbe whole world, profess my di,;:ownillg or 
1ord1r prelacy, as It }S now estabhshed IQ our land, which I was once most fully en'gaw 
ged Into; and "!y finn and ~esolute adherence to the doctrine, worship, discipline, anll 
government of Scotland, as It was professed in this nation from the year of our LorJ 
205, and downward for the space of 230 years, and then since the year 1.')80 lill the 
year 1610;. and t,hell fl'om the year 1638 till the year 166J,alld from thence downwards 
by, many godly In these three lands, till thi s very day is ; and mOrf! particulady to the 
PC;>lI1t, that governmen,t of Christ's church by 2.n equality and parity of p:lstors and mi
n,lsters, all of them With one shoulder carrying on the work of' the Lord, and ext'rci· 
IilOg the keys of order and jurisdiction, doctrine and discipline il\ {;Ol1lllllmi, according 
to due order, and feeding the tlock of Gon, not as being lords or God's heri tage, but 
ensamples to the flock; yea, I do here, (with all the Lord's faithful scn'ants and witw 
tlesses in these three lands, both in the present and some former generations, and with 
aU the Lord's witnessing and suffering servants and people. that have been, or no\v arc 
in this land, or present generation,) confess and bear my witness and testimony, the 
cause of God, and the work of reformation, so much as was attained tl,lereof, how af. 
flicted and borne down soever, and to the confessions of faith of the church of Scot
lam.! aod of the three kingdoms. and to rational and trinational covenant; and that J. 
do ra.tllI::r choose to suffer affl iction with the poor suffering people of God, than to cn
joy the pleasures of sin tor a season; esteeming the reproaches of Christ greater riches 
than all the pleasures aud preferments in the world. I desire you. with your brethren, 
to consitler those scriptures and take them home to you; !sa, Ixvi. 5, Zilch, xi,S. 
John xvi. t, !S. John ix. I. 10, Remember your worthy bedrdlow that is this day. [ 
hope, in glory, shall bear witness against you. Farewel for ever, lordly prelacy, tor [ 
had never a Joyful hour since 1 engilg~ therein; and welcome, welcome~ my dear 
Lord Jesus Christ; I embrace thee with the arms of my soul and thy cross j 1 proress 
this. confess thee bearing my testimony to thee, and thy persecuted truth, and by thy 
ulooo, and the word of thy testimony; and Dot loving my life unto the death 1 hope 
to overcome. 

Cambre Isk, August 6, 1677. 

Sic 8ubscrilit, Aux. Sv M Ell, 
Minister of the Gospel aL Cambre. 

Unless you are versed in our historian Buchan,an, you wiU wonder why , this, learned 
antiquarian should assert, tha~ the government of our ~hurch w~s I)res~ytenan, fro~n the 
first plantation of the gOJPel In 205, or rather 203. till the arrIval 01 PalladlUs 111 the 
middle of the fifth century. You must know, therefore, that ,al~ the anthoritJ: o~r pres .. 
byterians have for this assertion is from Buchanan, that I~n()us enemy?t ~,shops; , 
who, in the fifth book ofllis history, writes, that ~he church I~ the afor~sald tllne ,w~s 
not governed by bi,bops. but by the monks or Culdc:es; wh,lch, wcre It true as It IS 

fa~ w()uld prove that tIle government of the ~hurch Ill. that Interval was not pr~sby .. 
teri,an but perfectly laical, seeing it was long a~ter that tlille ,t,hat monks were adnutted 
among the clergy, andpennitted to meddle With church aft~lrs, B~t you may find ,a 
\ar&er confutation ofthll groundless assertion of Buchanan 10 Arohblshop Spotswood:J 
blitory, in the seven fir8t pa~ of the firs~ book, " ' 

, But to ,C01lttauc' my narraltve of Mr Mitchel, I proceed ~o acquamt you ,With ot~('r 
~orable things Lbat happened bet ..... een his condemnation aud execution, wbu:h 
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w,,~ on Friday the 18th of JnDuary, in the Gra,,.muket, about three of tlle clock in 
the: afternoon 

Some time before the execution t~ Reverend Mr Annand, dean of },Atinburgh, not 
discour'l,g'('{1 with the unthankfttl relul1ls one of his brethren had received from the 
mal<:fuctor hefort, out of his tender compassion to his soul, wrote him a vet')' nffec· 
tilHlatc and pious I t~ttcr, wherein he endeavoured to shew him. from the gospel, how 
contrary Ills principles and practices were to the doctrine of Christianity jaod exhort .. 
ed him to rel,entao('c for that unchristian :lttt'tnpt, by whit~h he designed to take away 
the life of o~e sacred peNlon, and gric,,'ously wounded Another, &c. To all which he 
returned tbis allswt'r :-

Sill. 
I rcceived )'ours, and ~ince my time is very short and so very preciolls, r can only 

thank you for your civility ami affection, whether real or pretended; alld I tell you, I 
truly close with all the precepts of th~ gospel to Illve and p('ace, ami therefore pra), I 
both for Mr Sharp and you. But kouwinK hoth Mr Sharp's wickedness and my own 
sincerity, and the Lon!'.s htll)' sovereignt.), to lise his crt:aturcs as he .-Ieases, I can only 
refer the manit(>station of my fact to the day tlf God's righteous and universal judge
ment, prayi ll~ heartily that God may have mercy on you, and open yom eyes to see 
both thl:' wickedness of all your way!!, ami of yOUI" godless insulting UVCI' 'au unjustly 
condemned dying lUau, a.nd grant uutu yOQ repentance and remission of your sins. I 
am in this your well. wisher. 

J .UIES MITCHEL. 

The dean, in his 1etter, urged an excellent argument to convince him that the: im
pulse. which was UpOll him so many years to a~sas~in the primate, could not come 
frolU God, like the impulse of Phineas and the zealots, because he flliled in tlle at
tempt, which never any person did or coul~ .(10 that was moved by God to do an he· 
retick act. But you see the blind pseuclt)- ~alot takes no notice of this argument in 
his answer, wherein to shew what an implacable enemy he was to the office, as well 
as the person of the archbishop, he mentions his grace not by his character but by his 
Dame, 

Hft\'ing- been told in the prison that he would not be permitted to speak to the 
people bdore hill execution, he transcribed se\'eral copies of his intended speech, 
w.hereofone was found in hi..; pocket, and taken from him before he W3:l carried out to 
execution, It is long, and the former part containing nothing but libellous reflections 
Oil the privy council, the judges, and the king's advocate. I 8hall ('ontent myself to 
send you a transcript of tile latter. 

~( I acknowledge my particular aoo private sins have beea ' IUcb as have merited & 

worse death unto me; but I die in the hope of the menta of Jesus Cbrist, to be freed 
from those etcmal punilhments due to me for aiD. YetI am confident that ,God doth 
not plead with me in this place for my private aDd · particular sins, but tJlat I am 
brougllt here that the work of God might be made manife.t, and for the try.1 of faith, 
Joh,o ix. 3. I Pet. i. 7. And that I may be,a witDelll for hia despiaed truth and interest 
in thia '!and, who am called to seal the nme witb my ,blood, And I wish, heartily 
that this my poor lift may put an end to tbc:,pu....,..tion of the tnae memb<rs ofChri4t 
in this kiu.gdoDl, 110 much ,aduate by tbeiC perfidioutl prelates; ,and in, oppoeitio-a ;to 
~hom, and in testimony of the cause 'of Christ, I ~t this time .iUi~gly ' !ay oOWll 'my 
lIfe, and bless my God that he bath ,thought Ole so much _rihy to do the, "~' f9r 
hi. glory and iDter .. " Finally. -.ung a. chri.lilA .y ill a aiagular~ 

. ..i'!f. 
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Dary cue, and my !arti~lar judgment cOllcernill~ both church and state, it is evi. 
dently declarrd an mamfl!~ted mote fullyel&ewhere. So tarewt-Il all earlhly enjoy. 
m7~ts~ and welcome Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, into whose hands I commend my 
.~ . -
A~ to that particular christia.n .duty in an extraordinary case, and his judgment can. 

ct~lDg chu:ch aI!d st~te mamf~ted elsewhere, he rut-lins a large blasphemous libel 
which he left btlllnd him, wh~relD he eno~~voul's to justifie his tact. It is ver long, 
but ye~ I. beseech y~u t~ read It over, and It you have not read Naphthali, nr) r JUI Po. 
P".~ J7mdJCatum. which I~ a rf.' plyto th~an8wer which the UishopofOrkncy(whom this 
miscreant w~unded) made to Navhthah ~ I .am con6 ~lent you m~st be surprized with hor
ror an~ a~t?nls~ment, to se~ such ~nchn8tlan doc t~Ines c~me tl"O~n a christian pen. Yet 
the pnmlt1ve churches nc~ er received th,c aposlol.,ck ('Illstles with grcat~r veneration, 
than the members of our field congregatIOns receive sitch dis('ours~s ali this; nor can 
a ~y churf':hma~ re~pect. any ~ncient ecclesias,tical \vrite,r ha.lf so, much as they adore 
Nap.hthair, which IS wntten 10 the defence of the rehelhon III 16G6, and wherein this 
hOrrid man's attempt upon the primate is commended tor an hCI'oical act.· and that 
cursed book, with Lu, Re.r, JUI Populi Yindlcatum, and Afr Rutherford's ietters are 
the fathers and counsels of our Fife and western whigs. ' 

I have here SUhjOJ:Ded the accoun~ .of myself, principles, and foresaid practices, as they 
were set dowu III a leuer to a friend; and another declaration, both written by me, 
when first convened bdore the Jords justices, in tbe year 167-to. 

Th, Copy of my Luter, Edinburgh Tutboolh, February the 16th, 1674. 

SIR, 
Me, (who may justly call myself the least of all saints, and the chiefest of aU sin .. 

npn,) hath Christ iJi!ro SoD our Lord called, to be a wilness for his destlOyed truth aud 
tl'a,mpled.on intt:rest, by this wu:ked, b1asf'hell ,olls, aud God.contl.:'mlling generation, 
and -against ail theIr other perfidious wickeduesses. Sir, 1 say the coufidence 1 have 
in your real friendship and love to ChtlJ)t, his truth. people. intertl> t, and cause, hath 
encouraged me to wrtte to YOll, hopillg that you W liJ lIot lIIilJcoustruct nor take ael· 
vantage ofmy infirmities and weakness. You have hrard ofr.1Y indictment, which I 
tak~ up in these two particuiaTS: } 'il1it, (as they term it) rebelhon aluj t.rrason, a.Deot 
which I answert'd to my lurd c hallcdl(Jr. that it was no rebellion, bu't a duty which 
every one wall bound to have vertofllled, in joming with that parly; aue! ill th~ year 
1656, Mr Robert Lightonne btmg lIlt primate of the cullege ot Etlmburgh before our 
laureation, tenuered to us the national coveuallt and sulemn k aguc and co\'enant, 
which upun mature deliberation 1 found notbillg in them, but a short COlli pend of the 
moral law only, obliging us to our duty towanl!ro God and men ill their w.:nral sta
tions; and J finding, that our then banished king's intert-st lay wholly included there· 
in, viz. botb the oath of coronation, aJlegianc~, &c. j and they being the theil , t CJII'(ra 

of all loyalty. And, my lord, it wa't6 \Veli known, that Ulen lIl,any were taklllg tl~e 
tender, and (orawt'aring ellarles Stuart's parliament aud buu!roe of lords, 1 tben SlItJSCtl. 

~d theul both. The doing of which, my lord chaD(·t'lJo~. would iJave sto:oo ole at no 
Ie .. rate, if aU's well knowD, than this my preseDt adhenng Imd pro.:.ecutJl!g the ends 

. the~ dotll now; aad when I was ~Ue8tjODed, What thell 1 caUtd re~eJh()n.? 1 an
s.ered, ·that it is, (Ezra vii. i6) .. And whO"..oe\·er Will not do tht: law of thy (j~ and 
of the king," ate. Hut being questioned by the cOUlmi'tiio~er before the counCil there 
pet,.} RII.wered, u 1 said to my lord chancellor before, m the ye~r 16::'6. Mr ~o-
Bert Lightonne being then primate of the coUege of .lWmburgb, bttore our laurt'.t.tIon" 

voJ.. VUI. S D" 
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he tendered to U8 the national covenant, and solemn league and covenant, " where , he 
stoppeci me, saying, [ made you are come here to give a testimony; and then \>ciQg 
demanded what 1 called rebellion, if it was not rebellion to oppose his majesty'lj tor.cea 
in the face: To which I answered, My lord commissioner, If it please ,Yol1r grace, I 
humlJ ly couceive that they .should have been with us; meaning that it was the duty 
of thost.: forces to have jo),ued with us, according to the national covenant. at which 
:mnrcr 1 rerceived him to slurm. Dut, says he, 1 hear 'hat you have been over seas ; 
wi th whom did you converse lhere? AnSWl' t, With my merchant, my lord. But, saith 
he, with whom in particular? With one John Mitchel, a cousin of mine. Saith he, I 
have heard tell of him, he is a factor in Rotterdam, to which I conceded. But, ,ailh 
he, did you not. converse with 1\1r Le-vingston, and ~uch as he ? To which 1 answe~ed, 
my lord cOJ1lDlissi~mer, I conversed with our banished ministers; to which he reply ed, 
Banished ministers! llanislwd tray lars ! He will sl,eak treason at the vcry ba r. 1 ben 
he answered himself, tlayiug, but they would cal ijhooting at the 1.)I5hOI) an heroick 
act; to which I answered, that I never told them of any such thing. Quest. nut 
where did you see J ames Wallace last ? A1l.fW. Towards t.he borders of Germauy. some 
years ago. Q utst. But w/Ja t ailed ,)'ouat my Lord St Andrews here ? puill tiog at him 
with his finger. A USTtJ. )rfy lord commissioner, the grievous uppre~sioll and horrid 
bluolisiu:d of my IJ reliJren, and the eager pursui t afl.er my own blood, alj it apl'l'areth 
t his day to Jour gract:, anct to all his majesty's honourable (:ouncil; after which he 
commanded to take me away, that they might see nex.t what to do with Ole. 

The second is ule shooting that shot, intcnded against the Bishop of St Andrews, 
whertby the Bisholl of Orkney was hurt; to wilich 1 an~wercd my lord chancellor in 
vri\·ate, viz. That I looked upon him to be the mai n instigator of all the oppression 
and bloodshed of my brethren that followed thereupon, anti the continual pUI'su ing at:' 
ter my OWIl: a.nd, my lord chancellor, as it was credibly reported to us, ( the truth of 
which your lordship knows better than we,) that he kept. up his majesty's let ter, inbi-. 
biting a.ny more hlOOd to be shed upon that account until the last ten were executed; 
and 1, being a soldier, not having laid down arms, but being still upon my own de
fence. and haviug no other quarrel nor aim at any man, but accor~illg to my OWII ap
prehension of him, and that, as I hope, ill sincerity, without fixing ei ther myself or aoy 
ooe upon the co,·cllant itself; ami, as it may be understood by many thousands of the 
faithful, besides the prosecuting of the ends of the same covenant, which was, and il 
in that part, the o\"erthrow of prelates and j>reiacy. And I, being a declared enemy to 
him upon that account, and lie to me in like manDer, 10 I ne\'er found myself obliged, 
either by the raw of God or Nature, to set a. sentry al hi, door for his safety; but 88 
he was alway' ready to take his advantage of me, as it now al)peareth, '0 I of him whe~ 
opportunity offered. Moreover, we being in no terms of capitulation, but, on the can. 
trary, [, by his instigation, being excluded from all ~r.ace and favour, thought it mT 
duty to pursue him upon all occasions" Also, my lard. Sir 'Villialll Sharp making hI. 
apology anent his unhandsome cheating way. when be took me under pretext to have 
'pokeD with me about some other matter. (I not knowing him until five or six of bit 
brothers antI his own servants were .laying fast hold of me, they being armed of pur .. 
'Pose. ) he desired that I would excuse him, seeing what he had done was upon his bro. 
ther's account, which excuse, my lord, I easily admitted of, seeing that be thought 
11irnieIr obliged to do what he did without law or order in the behalf .0£ his brother. 
~uch more was I obliged to do what 1 did in bchal~ of many brethren, wbose opprea~ 
lIon was 80 great. aDd whose blood he c,auae4,ahed Tn such abundance; moreover, be. 
i06!sting iD his bloody murdert. as witaesa the woundin~ Mr.Bruce at hi • . tAking ot:hit 
emlssan.eIr lO!De fe.w day .. before LlJat· fell out coDcernlDg hllnlldf. Now, if by ~1 
meaDS, ID taiOng hIm away, I could. hav.e put a atop WJ the __ thell current peraccu_ 
Ihu. far 1 have trUlp_lII~ what put.. .. 
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Butthi,a anaftr to ~e second part of the indictment may be thought by lome to 

be a ,.tep ?ut of .the ordinary way, wheref~~t: I shall offer these things following to youI' 
con"dera.tlo.n, VIZ, that ~as8age, Deut. XIII. 9, where to me it is manifest, that the se .. 
ducer or mtlcer to worship false gods is to be put to death hy the hands of those whom 
he teeketh to turn away from the Lord, especially by the hand of the witnesses where
of I am one, as it ~pp~~rs, Deut. xii.i. 9, which precept 1 humbly conceive to' be mo. 
ral, and not m~ely )tuliclal, and that It is not at all ceremonial or IC;'itical; but as e\'ery 
moral precept IS u~lversal a!l to th~ extent of place, so aiso as to tile t'xtent of t.ime and 
p~rson~:. up.o~ wluch cO'!lmall.d, Sir, 1 do really think that Phineas acted in takill~ away 
the MlchamtJsh whore, and hnn whom she had scduced, Numb. xxv. 6. Also that Eli
ja~, by virtue of that IlJ:ecept, gave cOI~mandment to the pe()ple to rlestroy Baal's 
priests, contrllry to the Illmd of the seducmg magistrate, who was 1I0t only rem iss and 
negligent in eXE'cuting justice, but became a protector and (It-fender of the seducers: 
then, Bnrl in that cast', I suppor.e the Christian's duty not to be "t'ry dark. l\[orcon:r 
we lice what the peol)le of Israel did, 2 ehron. xxxi. 1 ; they destroYl',i idolatry, not onl; 
in JUrlah, wlu'rc t.he king concurred, but in Ephraim and l\1anasseh. where the king 
himself was an idolater; and surely what all the people were bonnd to do, as their duty 
by the Jaw of God, everyone was bound to do it to the uttermost of' their power aud 
capacity: and all it is, Ezek. xiii, 3, where the seducer's father and motlil;'r shall put 
him to death. I take this to be meant of the Christian magistrate; but \fhcn he is with
drawn by the seducer from the exercise of his office and duty. and he's "rcome utterly 
remiss and negligent in putting the seducer to death, according to God's ~)(press Jaw, 
wluch is not to be expected of him, ( for then he should do justice upon himself;) but 
is become a protector and defender of the idolater; then I douht not, but it doth he. 
come the duty of every Christian, to the uttermost of his power and capacity, to de .. 
stroy anti cut off both idolatry and idolaters Yea, these presmnptuou!lly-munlcring 
prelates ought to be killed by the avenger of blood when ht: meeteth them, by the ex
press law of God; seeing the thing is manifestly true. Numb. xxv. 21, und not ha"e 
liberty to flee to such cities of refuge as the vain pretext of lawful authority ; but they 
should be taken even from the horns of such ahars and be put to death. Moreovt'r, 
what i)l spoken of concerning Amelek, uran thc account that he design'd and resol\"t~d 
the extiqlation of the Lord's people ancl truth, who are his throne. upon which he puts 
forth his-hand. and becaw~e he took occasion against them. Exo(1. xvii. )$", Numb. xxi,'. 
iO. He endeavouring that God should not have a people to have served him, accord~ 
jng to his revealtd will, upon the earth j all Ii, if he could have eflected ljis design, they 
should not have lived who would not serve and worship him and his lilol gods: and 
for the Letter effectuating of this his design, he took occasion against them when they 
wete weary in coming out of Egypt, Deut. xxv, 17, .. 8; aqd the r~asol1 there annexed 
is .. hat he feared not liod. Now, because I know bishops Loth ""111 and do say, that 
wilaL they did against those of the Lord's ptople, whom they murdered, ~hey ~icl b.y 
law and authority, but what 1 did was contrary to both. Atm.". The killS' Illmsel t, 
and ,all the estates of the land, and every indi,·jdLlal pt'rson thereln, both wcn', and are 
obliged, by the oath of God upon them, to have by f(lr~'e of arms extirpated .l'e~iure~ 
prekites and prelacy, and, in doing the.reot: to have .defended one another \\' I.th then 
lives and fortunes. The covenants bem!!; ellgag~d IUto upon these terms, \' 1(:, after 
lupplications. remoastrations, l,rolestatiotls, and all other lawful O\ea~ s have b~~11 u!'led, 
now for that eftect.. a. the last remedy we take up arms, upon willch (''OI\I.lItIOI1S the 
. Bobility, ~d aU the repreaeotatives of the nation, according to the national and solemn 
leagUe.and cove~nt, gave ,to ~ur king ~th the ~wortl a~d sceptre, and st't the crown 
upon bis head; and he accunhogly received them accordmg to th~se sacr~ oaths and 
promises,. a,nd. 8wure by the ever· living God, to use ~n~ nn~rove them for ~he ~nd 
U'oreaaid; .and especially, in order to the pertofming of dua artlcie, VIZ, the extlrpat10n 
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and overthrow of prela.tes and prelacy. 'And now tbe want of .-hat authority do they 
mean or .peak of' Truly I know 110t, except it be the authority of their. aggregatiQIl 
of new gods, o.f whom they have thei.f gain, life, _ and lI~an~ibgt viz. Chem08h or Bac
chus, which, with drunken Moab. dehghleQ to dwell wlthlD dark cells, Ind Ashteroth 
and Venus, whom they worship in the female kind, because of their adUlteries and 
whoredoma, as aleo Milehom or Moltch. which lignifies a tyrannical king, or "a devil,. 
if they will have it 80, io whose arms and power they fout their young infants and pos~ 
terity to be burnt and deatroyed. ac~ordiDg to ~i8 uat and pleas~re, Amos v. ~t 
Psalm exvi. S7. and that Mammon, wiuch thc:y dehght to worship dally, together With 
their own bellies, wh05e glory is their shame, who mind earthly things, whose end will 
be destruction, except they repent, which there is little probability of, Psalm iii. 19. 
To which, if we may add their abominable pride and blasphemous petjury, then their 
gods will be equal in number to the whore their mothet. from whom they have their 
being, strength, and standing; and from the devil their father, who was a deceiver, 
Iyar, murderer, from the beginning. And DOW seeing the prelates possess whatsoever 
their gods, Chemosh, &c. giveth them to possess, then why should not we possess 
what the Lord our God giveth us to possess, viz. his eternal truths manifested to us 
in his re\'ealed will, and keep and defend the same from all innovations, corruptions, 
and traditions, of his or our adversaries; defend our lives, laws, and liberties, out of 
the hands of our usurping en«!mics.Jude xi. 24; for sure I am, that God once dispossea8~ 
ed the prelates ilnd walignants of all these, aud should they again possess them through 
our defect, God forbid. Hut the like of this work our murthering prelates like not, 
who plead, like the whore their mother, for passive obedience, and that all the Lord's 
people, who may not comply with your idolatries, should lay down their necks to their 
bloody axes ; with whom too, to.o many of our hypocritical time~serving and perfidi
ous professors do agree, who would· rather abide with Reuben, amongst the sheep-tolds, 
than jeopard either life or fortune in the help of the Lord against the mighty, but do 
not consider the bitter curae pronounced by the angel of the Lord against Meraz. to 
which he immediately subjoins a blessing upon Jad, the wife of Hchar the Kenite. 
Others excuse themselves thus, viz. Vengeance is mine, and 1 will repay, but so the 
throne and judgment is the Lord's ; and by this they would take away the use and of
nee of magistracy, which erroneous principle l detest; fo r God, even in the working 
of miracles, viz. in dividing the Red Sea, Exod. xiv_ 16, he commanded Moses to 
stretch forth his rod; and Chrililt, when he opened the blind man's eyes, maketh use 
of day aDd ofJPittle. t.ho'; indeed, I mean not of any who were wining to have helped, 
but wanted op}ortunity, yet there are many pee\'ish time-serving professon. who r. 
solve tbey shall never .uffer 80 long as they have either soul or con.scien('e to mortgage, 
providing that they may save th~m from luffering; and if it will not do tbeir business, 
It seemeth (that before they suffer) they resolve to sell out at the ground. Now, sir, 
I have neither millioterprt:ted scripture DOi' miaapply'd it, in regard of·the pf'rSODS here 
hinted at, nor been wrong in the end, which ought to be tbe glory of God. and the 
good of his church and people. Theo I think tbat some persons might forbear to 
scourge me so sore witb their tongues, wbile I am not yet condemned by the cotnmoo. 
c:nemy ; and my heariogot'lOme things repor~ by some behind my back hath occuioaed 
my ~ritjDg to you at this time. 0, .air, be iDtreatedto pray to the Lord in my behalf, 
that be would be pleased, out of bit mercy and goodness, to save me from linning un
der .. au1fering in thil hour .and power of duknetl, tor my 80ul it pre.t in me, in. the 
... Icll ·holwixl ain and dUly, viz. losl I .boaId be too niggard and .paring. of Iif."h .... 
God calleth ror it; and, upon lbe olbed.nd, ·1 .. 1 I .bould be too prodigal ..... lavitli 
of it in DOl·uliag all &egal defenceJ.ia preterving of it, and DlaDl ·thiugt of-the· Ii",,.. 
ture. 1 am ia a .t1ait..O Lord. uad ... ke thou for me. ·S,ir. I : hope you wiU.e~. 
me. in "Ddi.gy",,~· iadj,LiIlClIDd· irregular li.ea, .. heJlyOll.~i.t·,....ti 



Milce/JantotU Tracts • 

. eondition., .. Sir, ~tie\'e I would maoy times, when I am before them, think a scaffold 
a .~eet tetlreDle~t, leat theJ:' .should cheat and decei,ie me; in making me either to 
stam tJIe de~laratlv~ glory ot G~j my own conscience, Of his people and interest, in 
,!.rongIDi of ~em eltbea: by openmg of t~e adversaries mouths against them, or in let
ting 10l?!le ,tbel~, haod,upon the~: henceforth, let tbe adversary either say Of do what 
they can, yet the f1ghteous Will hold on thelf way, and he who hath clean hands will 
be stroDger,and stronger," Job. xvii. 9 . "But he that saith unto the wicked thou art 
righteous, him shall the people cune, nations shall abhor him," l>rov. xxiv. (j4: J<'arewell 
ill the Lord. 

P. S. It.is ackDo.wledged by all rational foyalists, that it is lawful for any private 
per~1l to kill an u.surper or tyrant, s;ne titulo, and to kill Irish robbers and tories, or 
th~ hke! and to kill boars, wolves, and stich devouring beasts; because the good 01" 
tb,s action doth not redound .. to the person himself only. but to the whole commOIl
wealth, and tbe person acting incurs the danger himself alone. Tht second part of 
The Cloud of'Vltnesses, p. 60, Mr Knox: has these express words, .. For God," saith 
he, " had Dol only given me knowledge, and a tongue to make known the impif~ty of 
the idol, but bad briven me oredit with many. who would ha\'e put in eXt'cution God's 
judgments. if I would only have consented thereto." But so cardul was 1 of common 
tranquillity, and so loth was I to offend some, that, in secret conference with zealous 
men, I ' traveU'd rather to slacken that fervency God had kindled in them, than to an i
mate or encourage them to put their hands to the Lord's work, wherein I acknowledge 
myself to have done most wickedly; and from the bottom of my heart 1 do ask my 
God pardon. that I did not what in me lay to have suppl'est that idol in the beginning. 
But. O! how far are the men in our time frOID such convictions, whose work it is to put 
out any spark of lift: or zeal which appeareth in any person, against idolatry and idol 
of our times. Now let men, whether foes or friends, carp or quarrel never so much, 
yet the purpose and determination of God will not be disappointed, in living witnesses 
against this mis-belie\'ing generation, viz, that he is both all-powerful and willing to 
deliver one or more of his people trusting in Him: yea, and that there is no restraint 
unto the Lord, to save by many or by few, I Sam. xiv. 6. If any be obedient to the 
\'oice of his commandments, altho' success doth not always follow thereupon, more 
than it di~ to hrad. Josh. vii. 12, against the city of Ai, because there was an Achan 
in the camp; and, alas! there are many Achans in the camp of our Israel, which cause 
the Lord's people to fall daily before their enemies, and which makes all their endeavours 
unsuccessful: I mean tin: hillden, time-deserving hypocrites and murmurers, who have 
preferred their backs and belhes to the interest of God, and their h'!aris still desi~ous 
to return to /Egypt, I say, until such rebels be purged and dye, we can have little 
expectation to prosper iu any enterprize or undertaking, '?r they have both betray 'd 
and mill-believed God, nOI withstanding of all his miracles which he did of old. and 
wbicb he has done in our days, fo,' hi.!! people:, and bef?re tbeir eyes; , yet- they a~e so 
far gone bac.'.k in a cour.!!e of apostacy and compliance with ~he Canaanites of our t.lm~s, 
and ~re bewRle 110 brutishly ignorant of.the express law ~f God, and.are such elleml.~ 
~ereto, that they do rather concur With the said CanaaDltes, Judg. VI. 25, to ha.ve GI- ' 
elton put to ~eath for perftlrming hili duty, ~onform . to tht: express com~~nd ot ~od) 
than either to study therwf thtmsdves or give obe(heoce ther~to. But It It be ,obJect
.ed, that ,Gid(OQ, had all- express command from ~od fur thro~~lIg , down of Baal Ii altar) 
aDd for.cut-liog d.own of the grove. and delttrn)'IDg ofthe Mldlanltes. AUlwer. Indeed 
.he had .n .t·"p~s comm~ of God torJlis ~ncoura~emeD~ but he had no n~w com· 
~d fr~ ,(Jod, ~ve tbat,·whicb was expreQ!ly~IlJf)lDed upon ~Il th~ hraehtes; by 
virtue,,9f.whicb, ev.ery OW;"w: .. obhged to have done wh~t he ~Id. Without ~ny such . 
~ • . from God, Deut. ,'ii. i, S. 15, and who are r~adlel' With Judas (betore they . 
i!IQIr ...... ' or 1Q") to "'DO tb~ thou.and mep to bflDg:SampSO" bouDd to the Phi-

. . 6 . 
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liatines, than to have sent him Un of his 8Jsistan'ts' against "the common enemy;' 'con
cerning the truth of which. we have gotten many sad experiments: But, however; I 
lwpe that what hath been said shall occasion a further cognition of. :and a more Stri:' 
ous search into, these tore-mentioned truths. than 'bath '00en for a long tillle by.past, ' 

That, albeit, I have singly declared my own moti,'es and reasons for that attempt 
and shooting. wherein I then had, am,! now have, peace and hope to find acceptanCe 
of God, according to the multitude' of his mercies, to stich as stek and, tear him in sin
cerity: Yet 1 will not take on Ole absolutely. and in e\'ery respect, to justifie or as~ert. 
that it is my own deliberate and fixed print:iple; let be that it is jut'!tified by. aud ts the 
principle of the lIon-confol'luing presh)ft'rian party of the church of St'otland, of which 
I have the honour and happinpss to be one, the unworthiest. of many; nay. if [ should 
say so of them, I would be found a Iyar against the truth, for' I adventured on it upon 
my own pure and prop"r motion, without the instigatioQ, of any, yea, wit.hout thepli
, 'acy of that party; whQIn, therefore. I earnestly desire that nont" may charge wIth.; 
and if any shall, 1 do with the greatest confidence aver, that they deal with them most 
unjustly. 1 have, I say again, in the Ilimplit· ity of my heart. with candour and mgenu
ity becoming a dying man and a ChristlllO, believing that he must he made mauitest 
before the tribunal of Christ, and there receive according to the things done in t.he 
bocty, whether thf'y be good or evil; giving an accuunt of the reasons aud motives, 
poussing an,1 pressing me on to it. wherein I had quietness of mind in tht" time, and 
have still to thi.:; preseut hour; hoping that DS he is sovereign Lnrd over all creatures, 
and may ust! aoy uf them as instruments to whatsoever his plt'a~ lIre is, and that, as I 
say, I did take, and do still look upon the motion as from hinll.df, so he will aCl·c.,t of 
my sincerity in it. and one day both bring torth his own and my righteousness 8S the 
ligbt. 

FINIS. 

His Spack at the Place 'If E.1'ccution. 

I suppose some will be desirous 10 know what hath brought me to this place of suf. 
fering, to which J have no other an!lwer than that which Elijah gave whcll threatened 
with death by J czabel. 1 King XIX. 14, ) hne been very j('alous for the Lud God of 
Hosts, becaust' the children of tSlael ha\'e forsaken thy l~o\"Cnant, thrown down thine 
ilhars and true worship. and slain his prophets and ministers; aod they seek my life to 
take it away. . 

With all my heart and soul I own and adhere to the work of reformation, as it was 
begun hnd carried on in this kingdom. according to the word of God, and the natioJ.lal 
covenant, and the solemn-league and covenant, as it was settJed amongst us in ctc:Yc~ 
trine, worship. rliicipline, and government, by general asscmb1ies, syuods, prcsbyterits, 
kirk-15essions, and the pt'ol'les ju~t power to choose and call their own lawful pastorS:; 
a~d I do declare, that 1 judge patro~lage to be 8 popish right, and 8n mourpation jn the 
house df God. 

I do believe and am J?f!rsuaded, th~t ma,.gistrac), ,1S an. ordinance appoiuttd of 9~" 
as wen ·under "the New Testament as It was under the Ol~, and that whosoever r~sllt
et~ the ~awful magistrate in the .~~~rCise '~f h~~.ta\\'fu~ pO~\ ~r, resistettl tht: .ordini¥£~e 
and ~ppOl~tment of G~, Rom. x".'. 3,_ ., Fo!, he IS ~od:J mlOl'!~r to y'0u forthy~~,t 
and /D·domg good thou needs Dot he .afrald ·of h1m, I Pet. II. Ii. 'Ve mu_~t 9~t 
the Jawful ,magilJtrate for ~onscienc;e .~k~¢i ·.·D~. xvii .. ~5~ 16, ~!: · .. Th~~~~,wf~~ ~i:'ti~ 
trate must ·be a llIan ,quall.6ed accoro:ng ·t·o Gods appollltmel;lt; an~ not actOrdl1:J{ ~o 
the people's Just and pleasure, Jest iii die end he should· prove- to t\l~ a" llrinee of ,~ 
dom and. governor of'(lomortall; 'wbom 'GO/I in 'hi; rii!:btliollm'eu" ma~l(fapp61ot'lbr 
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their ju.dgmeot, ~~ establish for their correction. H~ must be one of thy .brethren, 
and . oo~ the face of a stranbrer; he must 110t make hnnscl f strong by mUltiplying of . 
horses, to .the end he may ~ompel the Lord's people to rebel ag-ainst the Lord's exprf',ss . 
comman~, nor,. Jeroboa~~hkc, compel the people to any course of apostaty; he must 
not multlplY, ~vlves t~ himself, anti much less ~vhorcs,.nor.mal"ry a~ idolatrous wife, like 
Jezebel, ) KID~~ XVI. 31; nor be covetuoliS In multlplymg to himself ijiivt'l" 01" goltl; 
h~ must, be a dlLigent.student of the law of the Lord all the days of his life, that he 
turll neither ~ the TIght h.and ~Ol" to the lef~ han~1 thercti·om, but must j udge the 
people accordlOg~)'; otherWise neither he nor hiS c1.I1Ic1r~n can expect to proioug their 
days, !l Sam. XXIII~ 3. He must not be a son of Belial Without or above order and laW" 
whom a man can~lOt tou.ch except he be fenced with iron, for such shall all be Jlres~ 
away; " !or, (salth !?avld) he t~at ru~eth oyer m,en must be just,. I:uling in the fear of 
tht Lord, &c. But If a ma~l, snlluiallDg himself to be thus quaJ.hcJ, and thereafter, 
wpell he had strengthened himself upon the throne, shall ahjure and sacrifice hi s oath 
and covenaut both to God and his subjects, and shall transgl:css the law aud cOllunaml. 
ment of the Lord, who hath giv~n the magistrate only t)n~ accull~ulative power, to . 
promote, protect, and defe~d God 8 Jaws, truth, and people, from bC\I1g corrupted, vi .. 
olated, or any ways dalllDified ; and fol' that end he hath received both his place aOfl 
his power from God and men, for he hath not received of the Lord an obslructi\-'e de. 
structive, or privative power; for (as,has bet:u said) the people can give 110 right nor 
power to any man but what is accordmg Lo God's appointment,lest they ~hould incur 
the sad challenge from Gael, Hosea, viii. 4, "They have set up kings, but not by me; 
thcy have made llrinces, but I knc)v it not." l;or in chap. x. v.8, Israe l there is 
brought in confessing their fault, and they deny'd they had a king, because he was nut 
such as God had appointcd, and said, What should a king do to them ? Seeing he had 
partly by force, and partly hy fraud, withdrawn them from the fear and obedience 
which they owed to God and to his law, and had seduced and compell'd them to iuola. 
try and worshippin~ of false gods., And if th~ magistrate b~ing in power shall ovc~· 
turn the covenant· work of God, IllS ~ruth and Illterests, the fundamental and !lIlInicl
pal laws of the land, and moreover by a settled parliament. according to his own mind, 
and for his own use and ends, they, as the pcoples representatives, do by acts rescissory 
rescind all acts of laudable lawful parliamcnts, comnuttee of stales, or councils, wherein 
were contained or comprehended auy mutual bond, obligatioll, covenant, or contract, 
betwix.t the prince or people, he having divested himself of any legal right he could 
have or pretend over such ~ people, a~ld they being in S.lt;tu qu(). p7·iu~·, and I!one having 
right to rule over the.m wltho~t their o\~n conse.Il~; If" t.lle a.~oresald magistrate shaH 
then apain usurp and Invade !us p~oples lives, religions, hbertles, al~d laws, ~nd make 
even slrople supplicating of lum crimes of treason, contrary to ~be dictates ot N alure ; 
and he by armed emissarics and by his arbitrary power, carned on by the sword in 
their 11~nds, compel the Lord's people to relinquish al~d to forsake .the tr~e religion 
ami worship of God, and make ~ ~urrender?f both ~hel r soul, conSCIence, lives, Jaws, 
liberties, and embrace a false religion and wlll.worslup, an~ engage to serve and wor
ship false and idol gods at his pleasure: ~or thus al~ that IS ~ear and near to a ~eople 
being in the (xtrenlity or hazard. Now It ne~essarlly follow d .to ,be the duty at. s~ch 
people, or any part of them, to take up arms III defence or their. lives, laws!. religIOn, 
and liberties and of their posterity, that they Jllay not b( left m such an Illtolcrahle 
bondage; and as they ~.ould not be accounted guilty of bringing. God's wrath ,~pon 
th<: whol.e"..land, Jer. XXII , i. 3, II Hear the word of t~e Lord, 0 King of Judah" &c. 
"'Thou ·aud thy servants, and the people that puter III hy these gates, executc.Judg. 
ment aPd. . .r~hteou8Dt:as,. and deliver the oppressed out ot the hand of the oppressor," 
cbl;P.i . :a:~"X\l:iJ, ~, .e Bu.t neithe~ he. nor the sc:rvanIS. nor the people of the ~and. ht::arkene,d 
to ",",,,fl"pbCtJereml&b, .unul. wrath from Ihe Loru con.umed them all. . Now, had It 
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Dol been the people. dllty to have __ utal judgment . ami 'righ...,uin .. i, and-to !>no 
dcli\'er'd the oppressed _out of the hanGs of the bpptesaOf" Zedek.tah -arid bis servaau 
(which J think was meaued by the nohiJity and princes) provin~ dt'6cieut, in'-orderto 
the performing of their duty. il .necessarily tOltowedl to be>tho.peeples d"t.v J' for sit!- bad 
nol been their duty, it had not been ,thcir,ein to· have omitted it; but her~'wesee 'lt<is u 
wen charged hmlle to be the peopl" sin .• t tOJlbe the' sin of· the ·klng. or the lin of·bi, 
Dohles. But say some, Who shall :be j~tt ·iD ! ·,"ch casts? :fo' whtch, 1 answer, thtt 
the law of (jod is the,only suprrme and intBltible judge·ih at! :such cateS; for what other 
judge is, when two kjn~s or monarchs talJeth out "in ·war. neither ofthtm being sul1ect 
to auy other .iud~ But some prophane and VTu~ilJhly ignorant ,JUa~igftant uith"t.hat 
this 'or that ignorant fellow or hussy takt= upon them to dett>rmine what the' law 'of 
God saith in such cases: I llD6Wer, nt!ither this llor that ipotant fellow'or "hussy,''tit:Ir 
yet t~isor that ignorant, proph.ane, ~icked, or'pt!rtidious.prince or princes~1 js \'C~le 
to be Judge, Deut. xxx. I I', .. lior tim. commandment winch I command tilee ttni 'day. 
it is not hidden trom thee, neither i8 i t"'r off:" wrse 12, ., It is not in Heaven' tbat 
thou shoulrlst 18)' , Who shall go up tor us to Hea,'en and bring it to us, that we' may 
bear it and do it ?" &c., .. neithC'r is it beyond the sea," &c., . , ·but tbC' .word js very 
near unt.o thee, In thy mouth and in thy heart that thou rnay·.,t do it:" and in this 
case I do appeal to any man of a soher Wit and judgment, seeing the" secrets"of the 
Lord are wilh them that fear bim," Psalm xxv. 14; ., And seeing 'evil tntn uuderl$tand 
Dot judgment, but rhr.y that seek the Lord undet81:and all thill~," Pro\,. xX\'lii. 5; (~ 'For 
th('y know nol how to do right, who store up 'robbery in their palac-e5,·· Amos iii. 10, who 
is mOlt capable to judge wbat the law of God determineth in 'nil 8uch matters. Artax
t:rxes, a great monarch, comm~rtded. " 'J hat whatsoevt'J is commanded of tht' God"of 
Heaven. that it should be diligt-ntly (tone tor the house of the God of Heaven; ,for 
why should there be wrath upon the king and his sons r' Ezra., "Ii. 23. Jlut 0 how 
many men at this time of the ,ons of Belial. contrary to what 1$ here spoken of, skrew 
up t.hose who are abo\'e them to 80 hil?,"h a pinnacle, and atl iHimitated and arbitrary pow
er, far above what either the law of God or ·th(' ·law of Nature will a'amh of, for this v('ry 
end and purpose, that they Dlay glory in the 'works of their own hands; and that he 
whom they have thus set up, 'and to whom they have: made a !urrend« of both credit. 
conscience, and comDlon honesty, may return unt.o them a power over others who a,re 
under them, by )Jutting llwords 'in the hands 'fJt"bloody cut.tbroats. who' ate raised and 
ket"peri up for that fflet'.l, to ,k~ep and biTtlg into aD· lE~yptiall bondage the persons, 
lives. Jaws, 'liberties, yea, tven th~ souls and cO!lsCienct'S. "Ofthr l..ord 's· people ; the which 
power 1 .dc-c1are to 'be diabolical, propharre. an,d ~I,bpht:mous, and ·Pharoah:like •. to "d:y, 
"Who II the Lord that they ~hould obf''Y 'hlm?£.xod. v. ~. ' Now, seelDg'both the 
throne ami the juctgDl,ent is. the 1.ord·s~ th~ 0 b~sed a.nd happy ma~$,t':'ite. who .~
leth ' a'ftd gonrueth hlS subJet'ts, keepuig m a stralg~t Ime of'subotdmatlo)1 to Gq6 Ii 
law and statutes, tor in so ,doing. who 'OIay lIay 19 him, What dOlt thou? Pro\', Aijd 
o happy .rnJ blessed people· 'thus gOVtmOO, Deut. i\' ; 8, .. And what nat jon is there~o 
~at, ~hat hat,h statutes aon judgme.~u 80 ri~httouS: . ~tl thii .law whi~h l· se~ 1>e~9re 
),ou thl8 day? ' 'liut 0, theb,iasp.bemolls pel)uTles and ~lc~edDei8 of thts apostatt"ge
neration. whom no lnIDds, obilgatlOnl, Df?t cove.mm.ts cau ·bIDd, ' except theac spokeli'in 
the I +9th P .. !. 8. nut 'hall tbey tim. _tile ';o",llanl,-and e, eape _00 be deliv.rea 1 
Ezt"k. xvii. IS, 18. a. If the Lord's ·hand and ~Wtf(.tould not reach them, to hlflit;tJdst 
and 'oue pU,nishment· upon ~hem ·wbich. :~~'~ ,!ucb .·~hillg,. 1. db ,~~t:It,·and ·.c~or 
t~lat woful lll~ulgeDce and IDcroa.c~"mie~ ~ ~ ~rvat~on ~n .the .crown a~4~ p~~
lives royal 01 our Lord Jesus Chrijf,' (_!1IiUt' UI the glvm\h<fe<!f,>. howbeit, 1 .lIi:ve 
'Very much 'love, Cha:ritYf~' aDa ·~ft~~::~\·"~ny who have' ~bracc;d ·tbt ~~ 'F~ I 
do really think thanb.y haYe IIftti'oiitWiIled in "tbal 1IIILtw-;' a'ad.blve Dot'''ic:~Odly 
departed from lollo"iDg the Lord; ye"Ihope IbeY' abaI\ set ·their lOuiS tot· .. ·pre,.- in 
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lbe·day of tbe Lord, allho' they may ouWer 10 .. in building such hay and .tubble 
~pon t!'e rock Christ Jesus, when that their work shall be burnt up by tbe fire of his 
"...100".. .. 

I ~teat: before G~, angels, and men, against all these acts of parliament or 
~unc,'. which. are against, and derogative to, the work of God and reformation and 
carryiDJ 00 oftbe same, accordiug 8.8 we are ingagt:d and swor,n in these holy bal;lis of 
the Dallollal cqveDant, and solemn league and covenant. I ahhor thl:: !lht'ddiul.! of the 
blood of the Lord', people, for their adherins- to the same, and the peo(Jles gllunling 
loeb in,prilOoo hou5es and ~t scaftolds unto their death, wham, both hy the;: OItth of God 
upon them, and by the emlllC~t Rod laudable laws of the land, and by the law nt' nature, 
they were obhKed to have detended to the uttermost of their lives and tortunes, it heing 
mott well known~ that such as were put to death had committed no crime, but, on the 
cootrary, had. performed a rluty which they were as much obliged to have performc{l 
as thtae. if the guarders had been as faithful to God and man as the pauucls wt:re. 

Likewise I prutest again~t their banishment. imprisonment, or fillings, or confine. 
ments, and against all the harcishirs lind perplexities of ",'hats~ver kind which they 
have bten put to through the ini<lully .of the times; .0 that we rna)' jU:itly with Ollr 
predecessors aay, that our persecutors have devoured us and have crushed us, have emp"" 
~ied U6. 8wallow'd us up like a dragon, and have fiUed their belliel with (lur ddicates, 
and ha\'c cast us out, Jer. v. 34. Fur which CiolUse Gud gave a charge to prepare instru
mt'Dt~ for the over throw and oestruction of such persecutors, ver Ii, heeause il;. was 
the vengtance of the Lurd and of his temple; 60 shall our remnant, who outlive these 
persecutors, say, ver 85. The violence done t.o me and my flesh be upon Uahylon. and 
my hlood he upon. the inhabitants of Chaldea; let wrath from th~ Lord pursue them, 
for their blo()(i and violence in their persons and estates, and their sirength wherein 
they confide, and in their frit:nds and favourites, who havf! consulted and contrived 
within their wicked courses. 1 hope the time is drawing nigh, and that the joiLlts of 
their loins is loosing. their knees are beginn ing to smite one a.£;ainst another, Dan. 
v. 6, and the hand· writing begins to be pourtrayed upon the Willi, hecause th~y 
have uot con.ider'd what God did to their predecessors for their idolatrous pride and 
wickedness; altho' they knew it, yet they are become more insolent in idolatry and 
wickednesli, and daring against God, than ever their forefathers presumed tv be, in med· 
ling with the vessel. and materials of God's house, :.lOd with the crown and kingly 
office of Christ Jt:sus, and have appropriate them to their own irlc.latrous end:f and uses, 
.\·erse 21, 151. Therefore, when the torbisb'd sword of the:: Lord's indignation and justice 
breaketh forth to devour. whiC'h it may do before the dark night of these {Ireadful dis
penslltio~s pass over, the.n sha!1 Ihe time-serv!lIg hypocrites of this ge.neration ~eg:in to 
their untimely prayers, VIZ, Hills and JIlountal~s fall upon lbe":l, to h!de them Irom .~he 
~ace of the righteo~s Judge j .for who may abide the day of hiS coming for executlnS 
of veDgeaoce on hiS Hd\'ersarles,? In that day tht: man shall be ~c~used who k~~peth 
back his sword from blood, alUl who doth the work of the Lord ,decellfull.v,Jer. xl\'IIl. 10. 
Yea, happy iha.H he be that taketh this cursed malignant and prelatical broOtI. anu 
daabetll them against the stones; yea, happy shall he be t~at ~ewardelh .tlwm a~ they 
have lefv.ed us Psalm ex xxvii. For this hOHour have all IllS samts the 11Igh pra.lses of 
QOd in the,j,r m~uth, and a two-edged sword in their hand, to execute vengeance upon 
tAt heathcn, ,Psalm qlix. . . 

...... ij.v.it~g _ ,thus deJi.ver'd myatlf ill the pomt.s that I ha\'e m~ntlOned, ,I only arid to 
",ltat. I ' ~ve uig, ~, I dO,ooly own these thm.gs as my ?wn Judgment I~ ~he~c ltreat 
~;;~~rtant m~tter .. not wi.llinlJ Ulat any thing .wher~1O olhers may differ from me 
ahQuld ·JleJwk~ .upon as the,princlples and perswaslon ot that party wh~reto I adhere ;. 
>l!41..ii!:.tnl, I,bal DO maD.be 80 diabolickaod ~ro~hane .. 10 cbarge thIS upon any 01 
T6~ VUI.' 'x 



my pmwasion. it being but .my own,. in which l ·hopoOocUJOlllilpplOft. me. And 
whom God justi6eth who dare condemn? . . . . ' .' 

Now if the Lord, in his wise and over· ruling pro,,·idence, bring me to the-end·of 
my pilgrimagel and to my !ong-looked~for and delired hap'piDftlt -let bim' tak'ehi. oW" 
way and time in bringing me to it: And. in· the mean while, ° 'Dly,eouJ".ing thou. thil 
song. Spring up, 0 well of this happiness ancil8tvation, of .U &bi. etemal hope aaei 
consolatioD; and whilst thou art burthened with this clog of a clay taberJlacle, dig thou 
deep in it by faith. ~ience. hope, and charity, and with aU the iutrumeats' which God 
batb .given thee; dig' in it lmth by precepts and promilca; dig carefully and dig con.: 
tinually, ay and till thou come to the source and head of the fountain bimael£, from 
whence the waters of life tlow forth; dig until thou come to -the assembly of -the fir •• 
born, when this song is most suitalJly sung to the praise and glory of the rich merey 
and free grace of this fountain of life. 0 my 8Oul, follow (in all this digging) the di .. 
rection of the great Law-giver; so thatt thou p.rosper in all thy taking of paiD,. 0 
happy nobles and princes of Israel, who were admitted to the light and to the tong. to 
the pains and to the profit, which ndne of the mixed multitude of murmurers were ad .. 
Omitted to because of their unbelief, Numb. xxi. 17. Ami 0, Father of Mercy, while:1 
am tossed upon the turbulent seas of manifold troubles, grant that thy pre.enee may be 
with mt', and that thy everlasting arms may be underneath me to support me; for sure 
I am, Moses thy servant had good re-aBOn to be importunate in this suit, Exod. xxxii. 2. 
compared with 1'" and'" vcr. chap. x"",,Jv. 9, seeing no less could furnish him with fresh 
surplies in tlle work he was about. 0 let thy presence be with me, and tben my soul 
shall dig and !fog, and sing and dig through times of trouble jQto eternal rest, where 
I ahall be admitted to behold the rock Christ. out of whom floweth theJJure jountain 
and riyer of life and happiness, which I may drink and not be damnifie through the 
assa.ults of Satan or the invasions of sin, or of a wicked world, any more. Now, accord ... 
jog to thy promise, Matt. x. 19. out of thy fatherly mercy grant prnent help, supply 
and direction in this time of trouble. teeing it is not in wao that walketh to direct htl 
own steps, Jer. x. 25, and tho' it be a hard thing rightly to distinguish betwixt !iio 
and duty, yet thy law, thy word, and thy truth, which are quick and powerful, divi .. 
ding asunder of soul and spirit, and is a director of the thoughts, and thy law giveth 
1ight, Psat. cxix. tv. Psal. xxxii. 8, U For thy testimonies, 0 Lord, are sure, making wise 
the simple," Psal. xix. 7. For tholl alone canst make all thy dispensations prove profit .. 
able, in order to the purging away of sin, e\'en when they seem to be destructive, 
Esa. xxvii. 9; especially when thou intends them not for destruction bu~ for tryal, Dent. 
viii. 2, 16, and for further humiliation; for thou, 0 Lord, hut led me for many years 
through a barren and wearisome wilderness, to the eod that thou mayst work thy work. 
of mortification in me; altho', if it bad seemed good uoto thee, thou could.t h __ Ye 
brought me into &heland of promise aDd rest a nearer ·way, Exod.xiii. 17. For thou, by 
Jlardships, many a time hides pride f,om DIeD, and aeatest up their instruction, that th~ 
may'st deliver his soul from the pit, -and tbat bi. life ma,. ~ tbelight, Job. xxxiii. J1. 
And although thou, 0 Lord, .bould send me the back tract and tellor of· my life" ·to 
aeek my toul's comfort! aad incouragemeou from thence. yet I have DO cause to co .. 
plain of hard d~.aliDg from tby hano, .seeing it is thy ~rdinary way with ~OOle of thy 
people. Poal. xiII. 6. o God. my "",I ... C1IIt down ... ithio ·""'. therefore wJl11 relDCm
ber thee from the land of Jordan. and &om tbe bill HetmoD. &c. YeO, tbelatt tiJoe ... 
brought me to the banqueting.houae. 'cmdmacle love his banner Q, •• ' .~ .• <&DIoapt 
the cold higb.land·hill. beside Keppcr. ' IIl_bcr, 1675.) be ..... ",Joeraj ,h" fOl'llltr 
kindneases towards me; . but. wit~l 'be ~ke it .:iD mine ear, Tbat .~·.U~· 
to .... otorm to meet me,. the fiicc, ·:whiClb :lw-..d to 11" th.o· mil> tbe··. . .of 
that provioioll. 1 H;i~ .. Ix. 7. AliiIt .... O .. ylOUl. """,,is .. bio'ObIiaai7 ,_.,._ 
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method "itb:t~ to, tend, •• bower aDd. suublink, and again a sunbtink and shower, 
therefore keep thou SIlent. to God, and murmur DOt, fret not, he not disquieted. be still, 
IDd ·be Cootcut,-8Cei~R'.1I my persec~tor8 can do. either by fraud or fo~ce. cao neither 
alter the nature or, kind 'of my suffenngs. or add so much as :l degree thereto, neither 
lengthen out the t.uDeof them for a moment. Matth. x. 29. Exod. xii. 41. All Pharaoh's 
pow. c?uld no\ k«j",hrael one night longer ill }Egypt; therefore it is my duty to 
.tudy WJth Paq), Phil. IY, ) 1, Ii, II Whatsoever state I am iu, therewith to be content;" 
and !"y. "S~uld the earth be forsaken. and the rock be removed out lof its 11iace for 
me? lobx,vUI.4. ShlJuld God alter tbecouraeof hi~ providence for me, in which there 
~8 su.c~ an efficacy .. to carryall things to the proper anet appointed end ~ What an 
Jrrelilst~le p~nver! And that I may be found in him, .. Not as having my own righteous. 
DeN which I • .of the law. but that which is through the faith ofChrisl, the righleous
nelS, which i. of God by faith," Phil. iii. 9, 10. and to resign up unto God my will and 
afiecttonfl, to be di'posed as he pleaseth, and to say with fear, humilit.y. and reverence, 
f< 0 Father"tOot my will, but thine be done;" and whether I live or die, I may he the 
Lord's, that thro' his mercy and grace I may attain to his approbation. 'viz ... W til 
done~ ~ood aDd taitbtilf servant," who hath hitherto sent his angel, and" shut the lyon's 
mouth that thpy have not hurt me." Dan. vi. S12. And who hath so shut the eyes ot' my 
persecutors with a Sodomitisb blindness, that hitherto they could (lot find out the way 
how to break in upon me; and I hope ' Ie will in due time bring me out of the fiery 
furnace. and shall not.. through his grace, suffer the smell thereof to be fouud upon me; 
and if not, yt"t I never held it to Le my duty to WOT!!lhip this rotten and stinking idol 
of jealouslc, whkh these nations have set up, who have killed both the Lord J e!us and 
their own prophets, and have persecuted us, Thes. 1. 15. "For thou, 0 Lord. hast not 
abhorred nor despised my afflictions when I was afflicted, neither hast thou hid thy 
fnce from me, but when I cf}'t'd unto thee thou heaHiest me," Psa1. xxii. 240. Now, U 0 
Lord God, thou hast made the heaven and the earth by thy great power and stretched 
out ann." Jer. xxxvii, 2. Bring thou me at length to a happy arriul within the gates of 
the New Jerusalem, where no unclean thing can come, that my praise may be of thee 
in tht great congregation. And altho', a9 Job ,ailb, chap. x. 17, "That thou, 0 . Lord, 
hast ddivdd me to theungodlv, and hast turned me oyer into the hands of the Wicked, 
yet by this I knoW' tbat thoul 0. ~rd, favourest me. because n~ine enemies do not tri
umph over me," When 1 stand III Judgment, thou, 0 Lord, dldst no~ condemn; and 
.ifit pleascth thee, thou ~iil not leave ~lIe i!l their ~andst Psa1..~!i •. 1 J. 1'sal. ~xxvii 33. 
but canst bring up my hfe from the pit of corruptIOn, .Jonab II. G. And seeing I han: 
l'Iot preferred, nor sought aUer mine own things, but thy honour and. glory, the good, 
liberty, and safety of .thy church and peopl~. altho' I may be now ~I!i.constructed hy 
maoy, yet at length 1 hope thou, Lord, Wilt make my light break forth as the lIIorn .. 
ing, and my righteousness as the noon.day; and that shame and darkness ~haH coyer 
all who are adversaries to my righteous ~ause; for thou) Lord, art the shield of my 
help, and tbe aword of my excellency, and my enemies shall be found Iyars. Amell, 
yea, lUld ameD. 

JA!ttES i\·hTCIiEL . 

. In IQIDe parU of this vilhin6us paper you find tb.e author discoursing like a je
auit, ill:1()Q)e like ag·entbllrnast, ,and in many places h~~ both; an~, f~o.m the beg.ln
nia;g to the cod of .it., .. be .argues froan the supposed v~hdlt.r .of the JU~lc!a1 law wh~ch 
G.od·. pvc .the bf1\&li¥1t I;l.Ot ... - \heir God, but ~i thel! polittcal sovereign; and which 
'tbU ~ ~-.lbe 9thcr band, received from his Infinite MaJt:sty, not 01} a moral aC~ollnt,. ~s 
·hil.',.tioq.t-.gatarea, or tbe 10" of Adam or Noah, but u~n the accou,nt of the cl.vll 
.nt\at;¥m ,thor~llacf to ·him u wtiject.s, o.r his people, in.a pohtica~ se~ie. for the JeWish 
cov~tJ ... a.ll ·tbeir writttl. agree, was ill theocra\lcal constitution, or the t.empQIal 
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Kingdom of God, who was plea!ed -to beoome Jebov.ah-atator. -.ad dwell among.them 
ir~ a \-isihle .tx~emal mRlln~ ; . in 80 flluch that the judges and the king~ were ~ut hi~ 
'1l1gh commissioners Bnd vlce.roys, who were -chosen and deposed by him at his plea'. 
sure, ~nd. like Mosts and Joshua, his first tfto generals, could ·neither mak~ war nOT 

peace. "nor undertake any atate-matte~ of great 'moment, without first atking'CO,!DCil of 
the Lord. . • • . 

Sometimes-be answered them by messengen or prophets. sometimes-<by dreams and 
visions. but most .commonly. in the time betwixt Moees aDd the eaptivity. by Urim 
and Thummim, which was a political oracle. appointt.don purpoee for the jurlges. kings, 
or geoera!1l, or the whole congregation, to consult in mattere of .tate and war. But our 
Saviour, who came to break down the wall of partitioo betwixt the Gentiles and the 
Jews, threw his father's inclosure if!to the -common again. -and put an end to hi$po'i~ 
tical government over the Jews, who, had they embraced Chriatianity, 'and continued 
,in their country as one entire people to this day, would not have been obliged; by their 
specifick judgments and statutes. wherein their civil, criminal, and militlty laws 000 4 

sist: 110, the whole deaign of the ,gospel is so inconsistent with the Jewish «conomy. 
that it is impossible for Christians to obsen'e some, ridiculous to observe others, and 
impious again to observe others of their judicial laws. Of the last sort are all ' those 
which Goo gave the Jews; as cornyices gelltillm, or executioners of his wrath UpOD the: 
seven idolatrous incorrigible llatiOlls, as likewise all tbose capital acts agaiost idolatry. 
as high treason to his ioveromeDt, and inconsisteDt with the de.ign he had to be king 
-as well as God of the Jew&. "hom be set up as a light among the Gtntilet, and secua:ed 
them by those great severities from filling into d(emonolatry, which was the catholick 
rel igion of the world. · . " :, 

This was the general opinion of all , Christia-os. till the Romani.u began -to argue by 
false abalogy from things and person. in the Jewish, to things 'and person, under tbe 
Christian dispensation' ; and from them it· was that the presbyterians .first of all · Jearn'd 
to defend murders, assassinations, rebellions, and massacres, as you see this villain 
hath done. 

Pope Adrian the SixLh moved the princes of Germany to cut off Luther and the 
Lutherans, because (forsooth) God cast Corah and his company down into hell, and 
commanded. that all those 8hould be put to death that would not obey the high prielt. 
And as Davila relates, in th~ ninth book of his history, the pope compared' the Duke 
of Guise, that patron of the cursed league, to Judas Maccabeus; and the Jesuits com~ 
plimented him with the name of Gideon, and bade him go 00 and prosper io the Dame 
of God. According to wh~ch damnable notion of r.lse zealotry. when they COO5ecrate 
an assaain (as Hmpinian hath prov.ed they sometimes do) to murder an herettck prince, 
thty solemnly comecrate him to the work of the Lord· in '6uch a like form as tbi.;:
,. Thou .eloct ·soD'of God, take !me the ,word of Gideon, the SWOfd· of Jeptha. ·.bo, 
sword o'f"Sampeon, thesword .of Dav-id, -the 'sword of -the·Maocabee'i :go, ~d beiof. 
good courage, and the Lord l~rengtbeD"\.hy 'ann." €ao aoy winge-be ,more like Mr,Mit.o' 
chers justification than this? -Would Dot ·one think ... his soul -hid entered: ilitG th.t ·~ 
c~t of the je8!-'iu,' ac:eing he .~.t~ not,actOO 'Only like oDe of, tb~r 8S68S8ins,·out writtea 
III. apology.W1th their poYIO. d,.Dk 1 If Father BrowtJ; fbe;pu.l, that p,_h'd 111I0Dg 

themio 'many yean; had pen".'" it, _Id'it bave ,,,",o..,'d ·"roJlgo' of t.boJ Societt!Of· 
J eaus; 0' become such &II author belter t\\ann doth'! He bMate<l oa his ~·bed'et 
Jagestouhrigges; t~t b.e had P'"a.ch'" 'U 'ow •. rirht'JKipeiy ·in 0";' Md<»!'_tic1e!IiJ 
ever b. had ·preacl>d ' In Rome.toeif; ·.Dd bad he been the .... bat of dt .. ~;·t.e . 
ruigllt &100 bave boated, to the comfowof ·hij tiopartiog 1OiII, ' tIiioUI~·daocI ._t~'11 
true a papillical pamphlet .. ev ... _>iori*A .... the Romi>h .. 61iatclu·· t,.dtinJ<~'" 
great presumption to ..... n. !b •. t 'tba .... ".rmight help to, iDdOetritiate Milcbel.ll~tlii. 
81yl1.'Y of tD.qwtYI bUt .fhe did """yct .... 1Ii he .. d. ·\heaGtbol'of·NJip/lllMIIm.jlht 
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invea\ tUete,cIOetrines without con'sulting jesuits, seeing it is the Cabala of their-own 
sect/ . . . 

For -t~~.,wa,! ofargui~. to do- .mischieffrom ~cjudjei811aw. ""as the logick of our 
most ~Imltf"e r~tenaD" :*hlch hath ever since-caused 90 much ruin and blood. 

Fot .. ,n th.econyenboD8t EdlOburgh. January, 1560, for ratification ofa new form of 
churcb-pohey, tt#.'as enacted. That all monuments and places of idolatry, hy name 
~~I.~ cathedtal-churches, and collt"ges, shouldobe suppress'd;-whereupon, through the 
Instigation of John Knox, ensued (saith my' author) a pitiful vastation of dlUrches and 
c.hurcb 'buildings, 10 that, the lil,Jrarirs nor chun:h:regi8te~, no~ -sepulchres of the dead. 
were spared. An~ some JI~·advlfted ~reachers (salth he) dJd a01matP. the pt.ople in their 
barbarous proceedmgs, crYlOg out. That places where idols had been wOl"shipp'd ougbt, 
by, the· law of God, t? be dest,,?y'd, and that the sparing of them was the reserving of 
tlIIDg&'execrable, as If (he 'l!~'oy~s) the c~mma~dmellt given to Israel Jor destroying 
the·.places where the Canaamtes did worship their false gods had been a warrant fur 
tbrm to do tbe·ume ... I confess. the 1 council ofCarlllage, in the lime of Honorius, 
d~, That the e'!lpetOr" Iho~lId be petition'~ to ra~~ the teml)lcs, and de~H~oy, th~ 
rehques of heathen Idols; bll~ .t was because ID mantime and other plact:s ot Alri'ik 
idolatry was yet profelilsed in them, and not from any sense of duty incumbent upon 
them trpm the Mosaic Jaw; for that, as well as the Latin and Greek churcbl'lI, had con
verted the templea of idola into the churches of Christ; but as for the fupernumerary 
uIClest company of them, which remain'd ' as snares and monuments of the dominion 
which the devil had had io the world. they thouq,ht it both for the honour and interest 
of Christianity that they should be taken away. . 

In the fullowing year. 1561, altho' Queen -Mary had agreed with lhe council, that 
she should have her own service in her own chapel, yet the next day, wben the lla1)trs 
were carried through the court, a zealot of Mr Mitchel's principles fell upon him that 
bOre them, and broke them an in pieces; and had not the tUlIlult been timely stlppress'd 
by some moderate spirits, aoominahle barbarities had tnsued: lor some maintain'll, 
that, if right were done, her mlljc:sty's priests should have been slain, according to God's 
Jaw against idolaters, It would be endless to trace these principles down .hom the time 
of the original prcll>ylerians to these unhappy days; you may see enougb of thenl iu 
the parliament 8ermo~8, and innumerable Otilt.'f pamphieli!l. o~ the late t.mws, ,How often 
did the late pr(~byteflan preachers commenci the House of <.:ommons 10r their zeal, and 
ransack tbe Old Testalllf'nt for examples and precepts to perswade the giddy \·ul,gar. 
that the rebels fought the Lord's battles, and that their cause was his? How often did 
they compare the most active of them ~ Gide~n, Sampson, and, Phineas, and cotllpli~ 
ment ·the worthiesofthtdate Long Parliament In England, as Gregory the 15tli com· 
plimeDteci the last King of France, when he raised aD armY.for the extirpa~ion of the 
pratestants ·in tbe glorious name of the Lord o,f Hosts? D.'d not that darh~g of the. 
faction, 'Mr Ca\amy. in the bloody speech whlcb h~ made 10 43, at the Gudd~lall. ot 
}J)bdoo! to the· citizens, {to perswade them to contnbute largely towards · the bnnglllg 
in of 00; Scot.tish anny.)justifie himself from the ~bjection of his own tender cons~ience, 
that -he being ,a.mi-Dister of the gospel, should stIr tbem up to make war. by takrng an 
apology ·frOm. Numb. x. and Deut. xx. where God ordaio'd, that the sons.of Aaron, 
the prlettl;. dIould ~ the alarm· with th.e silver trumpets, and that the priest should. 
mak:e .• ;~ to eoODUrsse the ~ple gOlDg f!ut to, battle, to fight for the. Lord of' 
Ho.tl?-J80 .that 'NapblMli. ,Nehusbtan, and Mitchel 5 papers are lJn~ . the last ImjJro~'e
JlIftt.of ·tbe' ~.rter •• logick .and zeal, whicb .makes our convt:ntl~lc.preac.hers ntle 
a~)'Rh ;.guitdt, tike .petty-. princf!' and theIr fullower.s. more JJke solthers thMU 

Cbiilll~'COIDO arm"' ·1>1 ,hou .. "", loto tbe field • 
. I:~.~ , 

.'~ '~ ... ~ it; IIMQ J;160. 1...3. f Can. 6i, J Spotsw, &::e. L. +. All"" u61. 
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They Ilre nnw arrived at tbe 'bighestpitCb of,tDthusium and bigotry, 8.lld · .a~aa 
rrady. upon all occasions, to do as much for the spiritual crown of Christ, which they 
think inconsistent with the mitre, as the men of the fiftb monarchy princi'flH are 
ready to do for the temporal kingdom-of Jews. So tbat if God ill bit good providence 
had not sent down the Duke of Lauderdale among US, to -prevent the atonhthat was 
ready to ar~se, in aU human probability this kingd,om bad bee." i.Dtolved in ' .u~b a .vi:" 
olent rebelhon, as could not · have been quelled WIthOut extrI'D61cal fo.rce . . Hit grace 
came hither without any prospect of trouble; aod tbe incredible number of nobility and" 
gentry that thronged to meet him several daylS jouroey on English ground, were 
enough to make him presume that · aU would be quiet 'and serene. But he bad not 
been many days among us when he was SUI·priZed with the Dews of great iusolcncies 
and disorder, caused by the field conventicles in the west. . 

Now, to make you understand what wind blew up that aacred flam~, and how those 
evil principles probably came to be put into fermentation, J must · lead you back to the 
year 1674, when some, whose discontents far exceeded their causes, under the old p~
tence of redreasing grievances, did design something else, and thereby almost reu~cr~d 
&be-parliament useless for the publick ends for which it was caJled. 

The Duke of Lauderdale was then his majestY'1 high commissioner, and there was 
lIot one real grievance of which be himself did not propose the removal, nor anyone 

·pretended concerning which he was not willing to treat; ADd, if it were found to be 
really luch, to have it redressed in aD orderly, tair, and legul manotr, according to the 
fundamental constitutions of tbe house. But this would not satisfie their discontents, 
(which enough demonstrates that something else waa designed besides the removal of 
g-ricvancC1l,) whereupon his grace returning to court to give an accouot of affairs to 
his royal master, such .great conful;ons. appeared among us as naturally foltow palliated 
disconteuts. Thcn did Welsh, and other declared traytofl'l, take the confidence to 
preach openly in Fife and Tiveotdale, which before had been orderly places; aDd there 
they were entertained,. and encouraged to debauch the people from their duty to the 
king and the cburch ; and if these bold attempts and dhlOrderly practices had· not then 
heen timely quelled by his grace's care and conduct, it is easie to divine to what im
minent hazard our peace and government had been expmed. 

\Vhether our fanaticks were then uneler-hand encouraged to commit theae insolencies . 
hy designing male-contents, time, the revealer of secrets. may shew i but it is beyond 
all peradve~ture, that ~ndalou~ aDd uDteUOoable division., caused by nothil1~ but 
(,IlVY and dUicontent, did then animate and·etnboldcn them to the,e turbulent practices; 
and therefore it seems not improbable, that the same tliKonlented party, envying the 
duke hi, glorious reception and the: just estt"em he hath. witb his prince, and intending 
to frustrate his best councils aad :endeavours for preaerving ·thisJ aDd by OOllsequeace 
the kingdom of England in peace, hav.e now conjured up the pbanatical spirit apii1, 
to act in more insolent irregularitie.~ .. tbu. at ,allY time beretofor.c. But l~t the cause 
be what it will, the conventicles were neve!' 10 Dumm:oU8 and fl-equeDt as they ~ 
began, and sometime after continued to be· in .Flfe, Clidsdale, Tiveotdale"GallO: .. aiy, 
Sterlin~hire and Carrict; the last of W.Iliob .lbires,had .lw~1 been peaceable .n4 . .or
derly till now. when tbeyaU coo.pirt<Ho invade .the publ.ck peace. AI ...... Geld 
·conventicles, would meet aometimci five·-or,.ix,tboul&Dd.,'·.iM>metimel e"bt·or.·uinCl .. ~_
saud al a lime, •• many of ... hic~ '81 , ..... i;t ·toheet 'arDI. and could ·;rovi<le .!I!eIn 
~ever f~iled to comeappoi,uted }nto.~Iae .6eUL . · ;FOr .~il reu~p ·~ J.w:,,· a~d p~ .. 
,.onl ,1.1. lheoe field-meellRg&, ......... ~ .. ·zeI>elI.OD, ·which.r u .1noCIet1· • . liII .. e 
as .bey can deoerve •. For _·oftbe ,,,/iftjpal' preacben '.~ tb .... : ... ' ¥!~'" ."a 
Amott, are e.ther altalDted or declillo41:niy_, .aDd ....... ~ ... '\l.e , ... ~ ... , ¢~, 
aDd the harauguet, (for I will nClt·calI them ",,,mon.) ~~ey mak. to the !'""ple, 
tend 10 nOlhing bul·' to make 'tlIeni ' ~ ,and · poaeil:·tboia ,.ita . loa,,", .,.m.t Ibe 

It 
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killg and .1he ,<!,ureh. ,J. October, lu., at Sanehil in Carrie!, Mr Welsh, attended 
with aeve~ or> ~ght seditiOUS .preacher., made a preachme~t to the princi~1 division 
of ~ .altitude,. upwards of· 7000 people, ' 'Upon St John XI. 34. 35. In this preach .. 
metJ\:t amoog much otber tr~asonable stuff, he spoke these words, cf 11le king, 
~e ,!loble~t' and til!Cf prebte&. are sure the murderers of Christ ;" and then sitting down 
lD W;. -chal~, be saul, f' Oh.peopl~, I will be 8i~eRt. Speak, 0 people. and tell me what 
~ the- kmg patlt do~ .. smee Ius home-commg; yea, hath he opt done all the mis
chIef a tyrant could ,do r At another com'cuticle not long after he spoke thus or to 
t~i. ·p~lrpO~, "That he was confident that God would yet assert the cause of Pen'tland .. 
luUs, In SPI~ of t~e curates, (for 10 tbey call th<: orthodox min~sters) an~ their masters 
t~C' prelates .. and III spite of the prelatea and their master the k1Dg~ and In spite of the 
kmg, and· his master the devil." 

But to pl'Oceed, at these fi'eld-meetings, they administred the solemn league and co
venant to the people, and made thc::m 8wear never to hear the orthodox. ministers more' 
aDd, .in a mos,t popish manner, ga~t: t~em the sacramen.t there~p~n _ They also kep~ 
claSSical n1eetmgs,.w~ere they ordamed Ignorant and factiOUs str,lphllgs, and, by an un
paralleled act of SCblJID, took the confidence to re-ordain one Mr J~lltI Cunningbam, 
who was formerly ordained presbyter by tbe late Lord Bishop of Galloway; and like
w-ise presumed to receive the hypocritical confessions and repentance of such as they 
had perswaded, or suborned. to confess the great sin of joining in worship wilh our 
church. They admitttd ruling elders in several precincts, and with incoDlIJar..n1e im .. 
pudence proceeded to institute and induct preachers of their tribe both into vacant :lind 
full churches, according to Mr Mitchel', Judgment; who asserts, in his apology, ·that 
every parish ought to chuse its preacher, and that patronage is but a popish right. 
They also, confiding in their nUQlbers, proceeded, in manifest contempt of authority, to 
erect preaching houses, particularly in Carriet and Galloway, where persolls of no mean 
quality and interest harboured and caress'd those great apostles ot lhe cause, W c\sh 
and Amott, who ride about these disaflected shires in great state and security, with 
gu"o:I.rds consisting of forty, fifty, or greater numbers of horse. I,'rom these iusolcncics 
they proceeded to invade the houses, and menace the persons uf tiomc orthodoK mini. 
sters, whom Mr Welsh declared ejther in a conventicle •. or presbytery, somewhere in 
Carrict, thllt it wa!J as lawful to kill as for the braelites to kill the Callaanites, if they 
c9mplained to the men, (tor so he called the magistrates) in ~o\Ver. These outrages so 
frighted the orthodox clergy, that many ministers forsook their charges, and some of 
our bishops, who lived in those distracted corners, ~ere forced,. fOl' their. ~ecurity. to re· 
pair to tius town. Thus aU things seemed to run IDto confUSion, and It excellent me .. 
thocb had not br.en -used .1.0 prevent the &t"quel of such dangerous beginnings, the tae. 
ti~D by this time had grown .into a formed party, and disputed tbe cause 'with an army 
in the field • 
. The first thing the privy council did was to issue out proclamations .for t~e ex~· 

cotion of the laws ap:ainst tbete couvt::ntid6s, and to, ~se all means pOSSible tor sel" 
zing the persons of Welsh and Arnott, and ~tber sedltlO~s preachers; . but. the formel" 
were teDdered iueffectual the heritable shertlf.s and .bayllff's, and other officers of the 
seciitiQtlI districts, refusing to act, and th~ latter COUld. Dot be br~ugh.t to effect, because 
Ule .preaehen are always 80 strongly guarded in pubhck, and In .pnvale sht:lter them .. 
selftl .wlrh..vcbaupenlitiou8 adorers of their Itoly ,per~ns as none of. the proposed r~. 
waida·,can taD.pt· to· .betray. Disorders thu, contl,DulDg, the counCil aCfJuamte..J hiS 
m4iestY .widl · t.he,dangen-.they threatDed; and hUJP.bly moved bim to send ~p~cuy or· -..r.. :thu· a COIKiderabl~ -nulIlber of his lri~h troop' ~hould march tu ~he OIanll1uc b.or. 
deJ.aext adjactnt .to Gallowa'ylO aad the western 8~lres, to be. ready f~)f trausp~r~atloll 
ifOccuioo '~uired. .pis maje&ty, w.ho ·waslong smce acq~IDted With the Splflt a~4 
p~,~ ... i .remon._oro.prc.byt.rio .... i. compliance .,Ib the wholesowe advice 
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of his privy council, immediately ordered, that a wI::Jl.appointedj'arty, of about !JOOO 
horse and foot , shuuld be sent under the conduct of the loyal itn valiallt Vi ,rount of 
Granard, our countryman, to quarter upon tht' maritime borciers, and to march at the 
command of the pri,',,)' conncil here, This particular CAre of his majesty, and the ap. 
proach of the forces. did ,'ery much surprizt' the fanatical party, w ho were mack to 
h,liC\"e It)' the mah- contents, that the duke had no interest at court. nor was capable 
to procure any n!rinsical assistance, althoujth they should rehel. ' l},l~ Iri~h forces 
being arrincl upon the coasts, the counril Wf're resoln'd to try what bur and gentle 
means woule! do: Hnd thereupon clirecleclletlets to the Ilt' filors (whom )OU c~llland
lords) of "Ire and Henfrew, to know if they wOlllclundt:rtak.e by tll('il own power to 
]"eciut't' thrM' (l1sorckro;, ha\'ing tire king-'s authoril) for that effect. Tht, Ilclilors lIIet 
in a lull as!>l'miJ l,\ , and <lftt'r Iwo days consultation, returned 8IlSW('f hy three nollie 
Jord~ II hom tht' coullcil had sellt to allmd Ihem, that they cnuld not IIndf-rlake b} 
thea own po wt'r to ketp the country frce from conl"Cuticles, or any disorder!> that 
mig-h t ensue ther('ul'on. 

You must know that our lancl lords ha\'(' far more 311tllOrity onr Iheir tenants than 
your.s, insomuch, that in 111(' moSI ciiqfft'(: tc(1 plal't' ~ tlwrl;' are 110 ("oll" cnticlt,s wht-r€' 
tilt:' brritors :lnd Sl1prl"lOIS lise their prililtt anthont) 10 keep tht, IK-ople con!>lant to the 
church. Atl Ihe world hf'rt, kllow~, Ihat there is nOI a more tanalical !)hnc In this 
kingdmn than l\lllrray. and ~ rt. by the SIngle authoril) and intt'rest 01 that 1ll0"t 10.\ a1 
and d('S('f\'rng !tt'rsO,1 tht' Earl of Murra,\', It is kepI ill as perfcc\ order HIHI oht'dlt'I1CC 
8S ir there " 'ere nn cOllvenlldes in tile world, But as for till" alores,i1rl shin-c;, lht' COUIl
(';1 t'>.pt'clt'd no such all!t\\t'r from them, hecauM:' tlwy of all otlwrs h<.l"1:: had most in. 
dlligellct', as hanllg lIon-cunlonulIlg milllslt'r::; It-gaily settled in \"t'ry \lIan) churches 
;mHIIlg: them, which on{' would think , If Ihat party hael an~ rcasun, modesty or con
scit'twt' ml~hl ha\'e hpt them from trouhllllg the IllIbhck peace Therefore the c(Jun· 
cil ha\'ing tt'cci\'c'd sm'h an unreasonable iHlSI\cr Iroll1 the heriton, oj tlwse more in· 
(\uig('(\ sIHr(,s, condurlcd what returns th"" Inl~hl expt'ct from others, and therdore 
IJegan nOw to Ihillk it was high wne to reduct, tllt'm to tht'ir cluly by force, Wht're
upon, knol4'1Il§! that the hocl) of' Ihis klll~doill lIas lu.'al, lhe) re!>ol\ed lalher t(, re· 
duce the flllHl tlcks by our own Intrrnslc,,1 /,ower, Lhan 10 (:a ll in h'3 ma.l"stl("S Irish 
for('fS , unl es!> thert ::;hould 11(' al)!;olutt' Ilt'ed, \rh t:refore. tu the king-'I> slandrng forces 
tl1l')' adrJed tht' lIlilill:l of tht most loyal cuunty 01 Angus, and admitted tht' auxiliary 
forces which several loyal lords H,at ha,'e intt-rest and authunty in lilt' HIghlands c.lid 
profit'l to raise out of tlwir vassal!> and d"pt'ulients for his majestlt"s spt't:ml M:l'nce in 
this crrtleal cxigence ot affairs. And by his majesties special approbalion and t'om· 
maud. t hey were all united into one arlllY. unch-r the conduct of I lit' must \'allant and 
In)'ai Earl of L,in Lilhgaw, who, towards the laUer eml of la!>t January. IlHtrchc .. d IIlto 
the western simes 

And, that all things might he transacted in a fair, legal , and orderly milliner, there 
is al'\o sent along with the army a cOnl lllittee ot the privy counci l, COlhl::;lillg' of elt' \'~n 
right honourable persons, who arc invested with snfficient power, ci\ II and crIlllina!, 
to punish all sorts of offenders, and are now steadily pursumg those great ends for 
which they were sent thither. There's a strict correspondence.:: betwixt them and the 
priy)' council, to whom they send frequent accounts of their proccc::dings, and froUl 
whom they receive such measures anu d1TC~:ctions as may most conduce to reduce and 
secure those disorderly shires. To which purpose, in the first place, they proc'ted to 
disarm them, causing all suspected persons to deli\'er their arills ( whereof gn:at provi. 
sian was made) to their respective sheriffs upon oath, who are to deliver them to the 
major general, and to be sent by him to his majestie'li garrisons ' They have likewise 
order to plant garmons ill ",haL places soever thty shall tliinK fit. amI ha\'e p locecded 
to do executIon on the new-bulh. meelillg 'bouses, those temples of Baal llerith, by 
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commanding that tlley &houla be pulled down ' and that tbeir materials should be 
burnt. -They ~~e likewise to tender a bond to be taken by all I~eritors,wherejn, as 
rna tel's of famtlies, they are to be bound for them elves, tbeir wives, children, and ser
van~; and, as landlords, for their tenants and cottagers/ that they shall not go to con-

. ventlcJes, nor recc:ive o~ su~ply conventicle-mi,nisters, but live orderly in obedience to 
t1~e Jaw; 'so that If tllelr WIves, or any of thetr chIldren or servants, transl?res , they 
WIll be bOllnd°to undergo the legal penaJ~jes for them. But in case their tenants or 
cot,tagers transrrress, they will be bound to present them to justice, or turn them off 
thel t~nements, or else to be liaole tel the penalties they shall illcur~ 

Tile Form if this Bond, or Ci'tJit 4nti-co'f)enant, was drawn up by tlu; Privy Coun~il, an.d 
is as followeth. 

" I, , under subscribing, do faithfully bind and oblige me, that·l, my wife, 
bairns, and servants, re pectively, shall be n ways present at any conventiclES and 
di orderly meetings in time coming, but shall live orderly in obedience to the 1aw .. un .. 
der the penalties contained ill the acts of parliament tnade there anent. As also, I 
bind and oblige me .. that my whole tt!nants and cotters, respectively, their wives, 
bairn, and servants, shalllikcwi e refr~in and abstain from the said ccmventicles, and 
other illegal meetings not authorized by the law, and tllat they shall Jive orderJy in' 
obedience to the law. And further, that I nor they shall recept, supply, or commune, 
with forf~ited persons, inlercommuned ministers, or vagrant preaohers, but shall do our 
utmost endeavou)" to apprehend the\rpersons. And in case my said tenants, cotter, 
and their fore-sa ids, shall contravene, I shall take or apprehend any pers n, or persons, 
guilty thereof,and present them to the judge ordinar, that they may be fined or im
pri ooed therefore, a is provided in the ac:;ts of parliament made there allent; otherwise 
I hall remove them and their families from off my ground. And if I sha11 fail herein, 
I shall be liable to sucb pet alties as the said dc:linque,ots have incurred by the Jaws, 
consenting to the registration hereof in the books of bjs majesty's privy council, or 
book of ny otherjudges com pet nt, tnat letters and exeeutorials may be direct bere
upon in form as effcir and COllstitutes my procurators." 

This is the tenot of the bond; and, lest the force thereof sho'uld be eluded, the privy 
council bave de.dared. that ever heritor tbat shall receive into 111s lands or cl'vicc, 
any tenant or ervant 0 any other heritor, without a certificate from hin) or the mi
nister of the parish where they ,lived;- tba~ they live~ orderly a~ to, this n alter! hall b 
subject to such fin S a the pnvy counell shall thlllk fit to mfllet, tc! pUD1sh them 
fOf their crime, and repair the damage that shall accrue JO the heFitor or master, 

ho e tenants or scnants tlJey did recciv.e. All the lor,ds ?f the privy c.ouncil and 
~ 1 judges, (whom we call the senators of the college ofJustlce) together with the a~
vocattS, write"" and all other belOllgblg to the society of the lawyers, have taken till 
bond, as alio the Jords of the exchequer and the jU8ticiar~ lords, which, is a very pre
yalent example; and little doubt is made, but ~he generahty of the SllbJcct of the na
tion will cbearfuUy a.ign it, as being so beneficIal, to autoorl,ty, and so pr~per a':1 e pe
ditu.t t() l'ecOVef the co on people into their WJts. And It call not poss~bly ~lve tIle 
leut umbrage of scnl(.1le to the conscieuce of the. moat weak and peevish dl~senter, 
'being othh"tg but a pu ly civil alternative oh1igaho~ to do what the la ~'eqUlres, or 

ubmit to the penalties theraa contained. Perh,aps t~ may seem I 8trange J~ Engl~nd 
that a laadtord!'should be bound m thil manner tor bu tenants, but there IS nothtng 
more reasonable and .cuatoDlary here, beeau~ OUf berttor have,fmch a despotic power 
over their tenants as you cannot weU imagine, unless you bad lived here. 

VOL. VllI. :I y 
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And in case an per on shaH ,tinally refuse to ttt-ke ,thi 'bond, (as some Fife and 
west rn gentlemen hay made difficulty at it) til privy cmmcil (accor{iing to the Je al 
aocJ uncontroverted pract c f1hat 'board in all ages) hath ol'daht:ed th&; letters' hall 
be directed to tbem, to charge ttu~m forthwith to give in soourit to hi majesty's privy 
council, that th 'ii, their ive, children, enants, and rvante, hall keep ilis maj sty's 
peace, and particulatly hat they shaH not go to conventicl , nor harbour rebels nor 
int rCClrimlUued rson; and that they shall ~eep th person'sl families, 'and good of 
~b ir regulat ministers harml. S, ';lllder the double of ev ry m n:s val yeariX rent,. 
If he have any, or of ,uch penalties a shall' be thought oonvenlent by hIs m~Jesty's 
council or their mmittee, ifth y have none; which jf th Y sJlall refuse '0 do witBin 
six day nex af th arge, they ar to be d elared his maj sty' rebels (a~ the rna -
11et j 'here) with sound of an horn. 

To conclude, the committee is to proceed to the condign cen8o,ring of such.as 8h n 
apl)car, upoQ, proof~ to have ·h.arbo~red Welsh or Arnott, or other 'illtercommuned per .. 
sons, BDd such also as have invited or convocated the silly people unto th field a sem 
b1te , under preteooe of hearing sermons, and such as contributed, by money, work, 
or materials, to build the llew Samaritan synagoglles; two of which the Earl of Ca el 
wa commanded to demo ish in Carrict, a was hi duty to have done befor . 

All this hath been done under tbe wise cond uct of the Duke of Lauderdale, to whose 
pr senee among u8, next under God, thi oor' church and religion are redevable, that 
they have been preserved from confuslOn and blood. And I question not, but hi vi
gorous endea\l'ours'to suppr,es thi schism (the like whereof, if) all re8pec~s, w n vel' 
yet heard of in any age 01' nation) have by this time effectually confuted all the 1 ing 
reports that were sent into £ugland by our men of schism and faction, with a design 
to render him odious in our ncishhour country, and di Cl' clit his admini u'ation h re. , 
, Uu I beg if Mitchel's and your pardon for leaving him so long. c n I'. 

bear t() inter eft this account of hi we tern brethren, who confes or h lived an 
"'hose il1artyr he died. I'll now return to visit him again, and leave him no, more till 
I see him in his grave. 

In the interval betwixt his condemnation and e."ecution, he s Idom pake of hi~ ap
proaching death but as 0 amartyrdom or murthel',and rl ried that h w ace un ted 
worthy to 5ufter for Christ. This is the stile of his short speecb, and tll fl"equeut vi
sits, papel'St and messages that he received from the bl'otheri)oo , to dye wit} coura re 
jn tbe ausc, and to $eal the truth. tbat.ls, the (!~vellant, with his blood; togeth r with 
the fi'equent debauebes which he made with al,., wine, and bra.ndy, contributed very 
much to heighten his obstination, and make him in ensible of his crime. 

You cannot imagine how much the fanaticks of al1 parts w rc concerned about him. ' 
From the west, a private mesaage was eent to the archbishop, to" UTe hi grace, that 
if ir James Mitc~l were banged, another should not fail to execut hi design. His 
majesty's advocate who pursued him, received a tbreatniDg anonymous letter, and the 
common talk of thif town was, that Mr James Mitchel's blood should be revenged 
upon the whole order; and truly,; ~ doubt not, omif ali the fathers of OUr church, and 
all th clergy unde~ them, hadliUt one nqck, that there are at. least 300 covenanted 
lfitchels behind that would strive to aAt it of: I 

In the yeat lCS68~ wh he made tAt attempt, lbe fanatical par y made a spo'rt of 
it; and, as if the ruin of t.he C ufeh Weie to follow upon it" many fair p.etellder , that, 
out of compliance to authority, bad hitlielW .MIl our bishops tbat particular venera-
tiOD that wa due to their cMNdet, bipn to slight the, d ld scarce gi v 
them that common respect whiota lOdaer men. ~n'e like al l'ge was ob-
Mlrved upon the late inaolenciea of in tbe we ; the respect of OUf bishopli 
and epiaeopal clergy began .. ~, 6Q4'801DO that were heJl in a condition t 

t 
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do.\hefuGiioD a: tdrtdness, had'the cnufidctloo to say, tll~t they lq1~w. u& reas n t1~~re \vas 
to oppose thd inclination ut'the pe()pie to support about a dozen m~ll. , ~ 

And while thi. martyr of lniqu~t, ,lay ill , ga0J" th6 mouths of our fanaticks were full 
of lailing agaillst the bishops i d th , tascaHty,. wi 0 are, often taug~)t tG speak the 
sell Qt greater person. werf! h ar to, aythat \t ,were better t~e pl'lmate should be 
hanged tban 1m. In· th 0 tave hetlMix:t his ·$el tence and e:ltecution, he received, as , 
W <ir dibl~ illf(}rmcul~\ 400 dnl\ar ,in pd~at.e gi(ts, wh' G:il W S int~rp~t1\ed l by' tlle party 
f. th part1cular care that God bad 1~f' !1It)l, Wbf) never ee~ .. " I the r1311teo-q, fors-akenH 
nDJ' bi s edlbeggin thE"ir brt'atl." ' J j .',,)1 I. ( , • 

Th da~ before his ex ct: ion be sen t(l the provost, or may~r, of Edinburgh, to de 
sire a silage. larger tban ordinary, because he had a great number of friends that intend- ' 
cd to appeal' at his execution in mourning, but his l@rds\'lip .. wa more honest aud pru . 
d lit tha to grant' he vain-gloriou vHlllin hiB desire. When he was pon the ladder, 
he called the l p aim, to be I ung. wh~ch, if you do not; remem:t>er" I de ire you befof~ 
yo. prQc~,ed to co I to ;W,I,elll ~b e palm' 'v,a nded, ht1 took out of lli,s, t?sal~1 . hOQk ~\1,fp 
copies. of bi inten ,led IlfH:lCCQ, w:hioh the threw ,,~Hllong the,people, for theJ't~ had e ppt 
tOOm 0: «hide" be sear b Af\tr his ,/Jody was. ,cut down, it was conveigbed t~ .. agll" 
d:11en-chapc1l, ft'om ~ whence' W8& carried to burial in great P'QJllP, being &tt6tlde4 

'th 'at lea 40 n u;neT liel; of the justice general's gentleman wa Olle, 'TIs Ie-
POlt Q. a.:b~ that the heaJS6-olf)tb W~8 of-velvet, but certain it is it was more tb.aJl or-
dinal'Y brave. ,~ I' ,. t . 

' The e:verQna beRote his 6xecutio~ jnf~m.tion W~S brougM to. t1~e P'{ovo~t, that,.lh 
wQmelh.of Edmt:mrgh. (1 mean the fanatlc8!l ~rt~of them) had entered ~nw ~c;o ~pt~ , 
oy, to.res.cue hirn ibetwcen the prison nd the gallows, which obljgecJ his 19 'dship,; tQ ru 
vic extfaordina"YlIgua ds~ capabl to prevent<any such design • . This informatjoll ,WI\$ 
weU grounded, if it were not true; for thete was never s en such an appeC\ran<;e o.f 
that sex: at ny execution as ,was at hi~ where a body of at leas~ seyen hundrt\d \5t r~ 
tood toget lef lroo t in .rank and file. • ; " ..,. £11 III 

The next morning after his execution there were several copie& of his speeGl1 di~t;ii 
bu~ed, andseverallibeUol,ls verses put up in se':1e.tal pla(:~s of the oity, 9.ne QOPY1 W;h~ e
~f). tnade by some fana.tic poetaster, and' ta~ed upon the, grt;at cr{)I)S, I, h~r~" ~rqdi ]911 
with an answer in another columll~ wl'lich was made about two or three days after, by" 
a better poet and a better princi pled man. , 

, Deplor~tio Mortis Jacobi Mitcltel. 

Hen quo jura ruunt? et siccine cat)dida virtua; 
Et rc€ti dicessit anl(lr? tibi Scotia multas 
Pedida gens parat in Idias, rituque ~l'Qfano 
PoiJuit irnpietas acraria; membra PlotUm. 
Ab truncata jacent; qui sacri fredera pacti 
Non ausi violate; fidei rectique tenaces 
P\:'rstiterant; quo tanta. ruunt perj\lria? Qu~sa~ 

unditu8 1m tentant Solymam c01iveller~, ~agm 
, en seCUM Dei" pl:)ciosaque ,Templa SIO~\S 
Diruer. • Qf,lductis involven~ cuncta teuebl'ls? 

uo nit tmpietas? vanas sic ibit iQ a!'ll'~$ 
}lQcu, fide.? perjul'&.manus COlt omms IU unum 
In lCelus botreadtahl; 8teV08 feritate Jeones ' 
l\fjt.ll.t 'in odIa&I$l,.~epta ut fredera .regt\i 
Deie&t, et Christi predetur ovile j Cupldo. 
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amque tenet ucn nun uam satiafa, nefandum 
Proh soelus! an Pbarias miseri retneamus ad oras? 
Anne iterum nostr8':! sic relligiQ1J.is habena 
Papa reget nunquam ne aderjt Deus ultar, inulti 
Dum pereunt j ti, d trlque u1trice furorem ' 

ompr,imet . bune rabiosa lupi non t rruit ira. 
Fraudibu8 occultis, odit que immanibus annos 
Qutttuor ;'Ifflictum, non creeo carcere clausum 
Vincula terrebant" vincUs cruciatus in arctis 
Per titit exiliique tuUt rna a unela, reductus 
J u rigidum ~ssus obit; quia c~tera nescit, 

Epittlphium tjU8dein, r&i ipse introd«eitur IofJucnl. 

Quo vesana rUlt gens, et vis effera prreceps? 
Quo rnit itnpietru;;, et sine lege fUI'or ? 

Rel>us an intrepidis CQn$tantia victa fatl$cit? 
An metuit vanas mens labefacta mi as? 

In \e fixa us me spes, t(l intentu anhelo, 
Intrepid" carpam te due mOl'ti iter 

SteVU6 ilt iBte lupl1s, quia mens inteJligit, ind 
e.tciat i magnwn tela niovere J;>euDl Finis. 



• 

Milcellaneous Tracts. 

Grassantem rabie, 80lit~ue cupidine credis. 
Horruit ejectum patria peregJ'inus, at requum 
o coolum! exiHi postq\l~m mala tanla tulisset, 
Tormeota in patria atque bomicid~ vincla parantul', 
Tandem perstringunt sceleratum vincula collum. 
Exitus hlc dignus tam prodigialibus ausis. 

• Jus requum perpeSlus obit; sed cretera nescit. 
lEternos quisqui& nondum damnatuf ad igne. Finis, 

Epitaphium fjll8dein, ubi ipse ah inferno int1YXiucitu7' IOfjue'ls. 

Quo vesana ruis grex, et vis effera prreceps ? 
Quo ruis impietas, et sine lege furor? 

Heu mea sero nimi constantia vi eta fatiscit, 
era, seci &troci fwnore prena venit. 

Tam Crelo exto1'ri t 1'ror Deus ipse; coquenda 
Dum manu in Stygio sanO'Uloolenta laeu. 

Christi si quis adhuc ,upu expugnator ovilis, 
. 5e sciat in magnum tela movere Deum. Finis. . 

Iisdem pene >oerhis con'iJeliitur quihu$ athtruitur impietas, .dmhl'os. 

There was also a severe satyr, in Scotti h, made in revenge to the many libels which 
the fanaticks scattered about town UpOD this occasion. I ot a. copy of it, which I 
here present unto you, entitled, as it was, To the Memory of Mr J ames Mitchel. 

O-y-es. 0-y-e8, covenanters, 
Filthy. cruel, lying ranters; 
Come here, and see your murdering martyr 
ent to hell i' th' hangman's garter. 

Your ealing witnesses, we hear, 
Are Mr Jame Mitchel and Major Weir; 
o e with hi hand, but had no pith, 
Th' other your wivea know well herewith; 
Which makes them sigh, and sighing say, 
Welsh can but preach, but Weir could pray. 
It's this that all religion hames, 
To give hell's vices heavenly names. 
Then, devils, then cast off your masks, 
Murder and whoredom Jlre YOllr tasks; 
Which you to all the world proclaim, 
Boasting and glorying in your shame, 
And ay your covenant. doth allow 
This, maugre your baptismal vow; 
And that the holy oath doth bind you 
To leave sue 1 holy seed behind you. 
For at and after' your long prayer, 
You lye toge~her pairs ~Y pairs; 
And every pnvate met 1D~ pI c", 
Is Dlaae a bawdy-bouse .of grace; 
You abe j~ is your 10vlOg natures, 
To be Iweet t411ow·feeling crea*ures. 
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• . I 

ou see the Latin verses. take notice of the west as 1 

kingd9t~, wherein fanaticism 1)1ost abounds. This must need awakeq our ,ip it~ 
to enquire from what 'magnetism it is, tllat our conventicle preacb.ers llave acqujr~d 
such a strong verticity to that poin Truly t11e reason i the same for whic ') ~DUr& 
haunt London, and the most opulent towns ail,d co~ntjes of Englaud, ev h th Il'i~he 

~'of the place; for where the silver j there are the Suisses, .where the C~I Ca. (ll j ~here, 
the vulture gather together. There' a necessity laid t;1pon them to preach t1 OSp 

there; 'ca, wo unto them if they preach it not jn Fife and the w tJ where 0 many 
r ich traders .and b~ritor li~e.. But as for the H ighland and other po reI' cQunties, 
-they hay no Christian comj)aaSion for them, but let thenllive a d dye 10 igU-Qr nceal d , 
idolatr t because thcjl' souls are not ~o precious for want of ilver and old. I rem(m -
ber W len 1 was at LOlldon in 76, I heat"d a f~mous conventicle miui ter say, that if it 
werc not for tbe llon-confol'uling ministers, thQusands of ,soiji in that populou cIty 
would starve for want of the word. r very mucJl wonder d to hear him suy s, on
sideting how many hundred rmons were preached every we k by the ortho x mi ... 
nister , ~nd the best, I thought. that ever· I had heard. ~t being th ntxt dqy in 
some COnlfany ,vhich was discouJ'siAA about tbe conventicles, one or two of tl el be
gan to tel of the -gr at store of money tbe cOllventicle-preachers had in the banks, and 
how orne of tbem .kept Uleir coaches, a d he believed it would not be long ere their 
wives kep t.heir ()h4tir. Then I began to under tand the reason of the great cate 
those ge,ntlemen had to feed the lIoul8 of the good ' citizen a,nd was very glad that to 
keep a coach was no longer a 'ign of prelatical .pride. Whet I returned home, told 
our whigs, that the n()n~contQrJqiit miniaten of" London began to ke~p <:oach~&; but 
the grea&elt part Qf them WQu~d nqt believe me. and those that did. said with sighs. 
they were sorry that there were Diotrephesee among them, that, loved the p e-eminence, 
and thatGod would ha e a COQtrOH:r Ie "t.b than for their prelatical prid. The 
like:l have Been in a preface W apr: • n tteati&e of divini(y, printed ~bout tbat 
time, wherein th author complain. tJf pmatical 'phit. Uiat began to shew itaelf 
allloug the noo-c.onforming inia hCrfd lOme, li' iD great plen~ and state, 



. 
contemned others who, were poor. and whose lot was fi lien in places where persecu-
tion did abound. ..,' 

~ n the ~cottiS!l verses, wh.ich you will call the E 19lish verse~, you see the poet up
br.a1ds theIr baptismal vow ~lththe covenan~ i ,~ot, as I conce~ve, upon the cOnIlI!0n 
account, as another poet may do, hut becal1se tl8\ tlie frequent practIce of our w'blg
preachers to ba~tize tbe childreb of their discip10s into the olemn league and cove
nant, as well 'as mto the covenant of grace. R~ al I) takes notice of the intimate fa- . 
tl'li\iarity betwix.t Mr Mitchel and Major Weh'; nd, u'nle88 you will be at tOe paills to. 
read the life of the lattcl', as well as the former, yOu'll never be able to understand the 
satyr, nor .know wbether the satytist's indignation b just or unjust. I'll promise you 
the narratIve shall affect }tou both 'With twond~r 61\1l. indignation, though, for the ho
nour of our nature and rel,igion, I wish no .suo!} s.to!ies Wfl'e e~tallt in the world. Nay, 
confident I am, that when you have consider d It 10 an the cIrcumstances that attend, 
it, you will say that he, who is the subject of it" was one of the most prodigious sin
n~rs that ever was ~xtant of human race: For ~bere?~nothi.ng in history compatable to 
hlm, nor I hope Will ever be ; and had not our blessed SaViQUr told us, tha.t men may 
be so wicked as to sin beyond forgrvene I I could sCClrce have believed that any man, 
much less a .Christian, could have comQlitt~d uncltr.lnness in all species, with women, 
devils, and beasts. . , 

But such a monster was this hari ee of whom I am going to give ~ou an account, 
w.hich is partly taken out of the pubJic register of our crimincd court, and, where that 
cannot relieve me, from common fame, the notoriety of the things related,.,or the autho
rity of persons of known integrity and great reputation in the worldr 

He ,was born and bred in th.~ west(}m parts of this kingdom, which. as appear~ fram 
t} 'e preceding narTativ ~ , hatbever been tbe most fanatioal part of OUI' COllUtry, and most 
disaffected to the king and the church. 'rhere he was early prepossessed with the princi~ 
ples of schism and rebel,lion. which he shew'd upon all occasions, particularly in the 
beginning of the late reb Uion, whereio be was a ft>rward stickler; and, by his extra
ordinary zeal fo.r the caU$e~ ;raised himself to .a· greater commanll in Some troop o~ com .. 
pany, than: men of his Inean original u,se ~o arrive ~uto here . • ~bout the year 16'4,9. he 
had the great trust of the guards of tins Clty commItted unto him under the quality of 
major'; and from that time, to the day of his infamo~s death, was always called by the 
name of Major Weir. He behaved himself in this office with great cruelty and inso
lence towards the loyal pal'ty, being very a.ctive in d'scov~rins and appreh ndlug the 
cavaliers, and bringing them to be arraign'd and try'd for their lives. He used to in
sult and triumph over them in their l'hiserifts, anq pel'S~c~lte, them w~th aU .ma1?'ner of 
sarcasms and reproaches when they were led out like Victims to pubhck executIon, as 
many yet alive can tcstifie to the w?rIJ. ~tl p~rti.cuJ~r, tbis barbar?us villai? treated . 
'the heroick Marqu ss of ,Montrose WIth all Imagmable In oJe~ce and luhumamty when 
he lay in I priso~! making l~is ve~y calarnitie's ~n 8;gllmellt that God, as well as ':l1an, 
bad forsaken hInl; and cal~IDg hrm Dog, AthClst, rra~tor, Apojitate, E ·~Orl1ml.l~lcate 
Wretch, and many more such intQlerable names. ThIS cru~l manner, ~ftel' whICh he 
used to outrage the rloo'r royalists, pa~s'il aroongthe people for e:,tra'Ordmal'Y zenl, and 
made them consider him a a singular worthy, whom. G~~ ha.d raised up t? SlIPPO)'t the 
cause He studied the art of dissimulation and hypocflSle, always affectmg a form~l 
gravity and d mW'epes$ IP his look an.d dep0l'ttnept; all.d employing a vast and tena
ciou mem.ory, wh-ieb God ' had given htm, m gett1~g. WIthout b?okl 'Such word and 

• phrases of the Holy Scriptures at might se.r~e best It;! all compallles to ~ake , h~n) pass 
fo), an holy and gifted man. He had acqull'e~ a par\u;ular gracefulness. tn whmlng .and 
ighing at?ote any of tbe sa~r~d clan, and had tCi\ar,n'~ to ~eliv~r ,himself upon all serIous 

occasions 1n a Hu more raVishIng accent than any of th<* lUIOlsters c?uld attaill u'?to. 
By these, and otilcr hypocritical arts, he had-got such a name for san~tlty and derotlot), 

It 
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t at happy was the man with whom be would converse, aQd blessed Was the furoily itl 
hi h he would vouchsafe \0 pray. 

l or he pre ended to pray only in to families of \.feb a5 were saints of the highest 
form, in omuch that th br thrf,n and sisters of these, precints would strive vho 'hould 
) v him to exerci e jn their hOll es; and of tho e that lived at..a greater eli tauce, some
, 'ould com forty or fifty miles to have the happiness to hear him pray. He had in
deed, ut b what assi tal\ce will he seen 11eteafter, a wonderfHl fluen y {n ext mpora. 
ry prayer, Qt;ld ~hat. Uno' cllthusiasticalphrases, exta ies, and raRtll~es. jnto which he 
would appear lra;ospo.rt d, he made the amazed peopleJre6ume he was actuated1>y the 
pitit of God. .Be id.e praying, he used to exhort an bless the families in w~ieh h 

p'l'ay't1 ~ but he never uod rtook to preach in then1~ for fear ofinvading the 6linisterial 
province, which certahlly would have offended the kirk. 

Af,t to thi!:l manner, and in this mighty reputation, he lived till the year 1610, which 
, \Va the 7 til year of hi age; whetl, like the tyrant Tiberius, after so many .m~trtber 
and sorts of unnatural lust, h wa no longer able to endure the r mOrs of III awa
]{. ned ~()nsc~ence, but, to eel e ~1~ inquietud of hi~ &,uilty mill~, was fore: d to aceu e 
111~u$elf,: wh1ch b . fi~st ~f oil dId ~mol1g th.ose of ~lS own J?atty, and deSired the~ to 
btJUg hn'n to public JustIce to expiate fo~ hiS abommable crunes.1 But they, Con tder
ingwbat a confounding sc~ndal and dishonour tbe hypocrisie of such an eminen t pro,
fe,liso}' "",ould l'efl.ect u all t.he whole sect, did, with all possible car and in~ustry, strive to 
cone at th major"s condttiou, which they did tor several months, till one of their ow 
ministers, whom th y cstc:>eru'd more forward than wise. reveaPd the seCl\tt to the Lor:d 
Abbotshall, then Provost of £diRburgb; who,judging hunlannature uncl\pable of such 
)of'nd climes as the ministe~ to14 him the major had confessed, concluded be was fallen 
into a 1>hrenzy, or high degree of melancholy, and therefore courteously sent some 
pbysicians ot' his own pers,,'asiot\ and acquaintance to visit him, and phy ick him for 
his dJstelnper'd brain. But the physicians returning to the provost, assure him that 
the major " ' 1;\$ in good health, and that he was fre~ of hypocondriack distempers, and 
had as ound intellectual as ever Ile bad; and that they belifweo his distempel,' was 
only an exulcerated conscience, which could ,not be eased till he was brougl1t to con· 
dign punishment, as with crying and rQaring he dehired to be. Afterwards tl1~ pro 
vost, for hi further satisfaction, sent llome conventic e mini t.ers to enquire into his 
-condition, .and make a report thereof; who, finding it imeossible to disguise tl1e matter, 
which now wit town-talk, told hislordsbip that the major, was ~ot a'6:eete<! with me-
lancholy, but that the terrors of God, whjcb were upon his soul, urged him to confess 
and accus himseU: 1"heprovost thereibre began to coo Inoe that h had good grounds 
to take publick notice of this affair; and, thertfore, witbout further enquiry, sent the 
guards of the city to flcize upon the major and his sister, ~ ho was involved in his con· 
fessiol)S, alld tiarry them both to the publici: gaol. There they were vi$ited by per
.som; of' a~l 80!tS a.n~ ~ualities, clergymen, .1ay~~. physician~, lawyers, contQtm~ng and 
llon-conformmg ministers, who a1 B(I01.: d thither to tee thiS monster, and dlscourse 
With him about his horrible crimes. 

'they hilCl no.t lJeen long in prison before they were b .. ought to trya), whioh W1:j.8011 

the niuth of April, 1676: they were tried before that learned civilian Mr William M ur
ray and Mr John l)restoune, Advocates., who were made judges by commission r that 
time. 1 bey were pursued by his mBjestyte lutadvocate, Sir John Nisbett; and the 
jury ~y which they were tried was GidetKl Shaw. stationer, James I'enderer, vintner, 

• It Nr lie en doub$ed .. .,etber the 1IIin4 of dIM ~'Wrtteh WIt bu •• with mote belnous sin 
'li~ die imlt.inary one of witcwraft. He it .,u .. Iwl. upersdtioul dread of dyini by a btl"., which. 
be .i~terpre""'. accordi", to Scotch idiom, '. brosk ; but it would appear the clevU had ~ ,"'1(1 
Eugliah 011 be QC(aaion. · ProfetlUr Sinclair hu teCQrded ~me part.~u'ars conc:el1)in& billl in the Imle book, 
.uU the darliJIg of the Scottiall \lulsar, nUed SataA·1I1o"itible World DilCoYered. 
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James Thomson, ~dt-maker, Ho~e rt Brown, stationcr, James Drown, felt.makcr, Ro
bert ~olmston. skllliler. J(.lh l ~ Chghorn. merchant, with mauy more suflicienL citizens 
of E(~lIlbllrgh, most ~r winch, together with the greater part of the witnesses IICfeatter 
mcnlJonec1, are \ ct alJve . 

The court h: ing set, the major's libel was read, tllC sum of which was coutained in. 
th('se fnur Ilartlcldars :-

PrimQ, . 'h~ t he enlll'ed and attf'mpted to defile his German sister, Jone Weir, when 
she was but ten years old, or thereabout, ami that he lay with her whee she was six
teen >cars ~hl, ~hile th~y both dwelt wi_~h their father, and afterwards had frequent 
carnal dealmg with her 10 the house o! \\ Ic.ket-Shaw in her you nger years; and, lastly, 
that after she was furty years old, he lived In a state of incest with her in his house at 
Edlllhllr~h, whtre they dw elt tOb"tt hcr many years. 

SCClilUlo, That he com mitted illCt:!:ot with Margaret 130urdon, daughter to Mein, his 
ot!Ccased wife. 

T l'rli(), That he committed frequent arlulterits clming the lire of his said wife ooth 
with married and unmarried womell; and particularly WIth Bess\" Wc('m~, IllS sc'rvant
maid, whom he k ept in his hOllse for the space of twenty ye .. rs, -"during which lime' he 
lay with her as familiarly as if IIhc had been his wi fe. 

Quarto, That to his furnications, arlulteries, .. lIeI inc('s ts, he proceeded tu add the lIn~ 
natura l sin of beastiahty, in lying with mares and COIlS; particlilady in polluting him
self with a mare, upon which he rode IOta the wesl country, near X e\\·- ;\llIl s_ AU which 
crimes, particularized in manuer aforesaid, he ackno\\ leclf::cd judicially at the bar. 

T he sum of J ane, his sister's infliclmeut, is reduciLlt· to these two heads: Fir;t, To 
the charge of incest, whicIJ she t.:o mmitted with Iter broiller; and, st'l:ondly, to tile 
charge of sorcery and witchcraft, but must especially of consulting witches, nccro
mancers, and de"ils; and yet more particularly for keeping: and cOll\t'rsing wi th a fa
miliar spirit while she li\-ed at Ualkelth, whidl used to Spill extraordinary qllantities of 
yarn for her, in a shorter time than three or four warne ll could have done the same_ 
All which she judiCially confes3ed in the face of th e court. 

Then they proceeded to swear the witnesses, wh ich the lord advocate called for fur
ther probation against thelll both, Of these, John Oliphant, W illi am Johnston, and 
ArchdJaltl ll amiiton, bailics of Edi.llbllrgh, dcponerl , that ell the ~Junday precee/ing 
the major's arraignment, he did ,freely conkss alH.1 clccl~re ~l1It? them, that he h.'l{1 co~n~ 
mitted frequent incests with IllS slste!" Jane, dl\'crs Jnr nH.:a tl o ns and adulteries WIth 
other pe rsons, and heastiu\it)' with a lIla~e an(~ a co w_ !\~a~lcr Joln,l Sinclair. a ~(}IJ\en
tide minister, deponeu, tha~ the day be tore h.ls .try al he treely 7on~essed uuto him that 
he was guilty of adullCrj, III CC!lt , and be<l!J tlaht)', and that IllS Sls tcr had been ,oftcn 
taken out of bed from him: whereupon asking hnn if he had ever !-eell the 11(' \ 11 , he 
aniweretl That he had tell him in the dark, But as to his eon\"cr3alioll with the lit.·".I, 
the dCI>OI;e ut might ha\'e declared Ill,ore ; for he had c.OI~ft:ssed . t~ I.lim and Illany other-;. 
particularly to th~ Lord Hi!<ohop of Galluw~): , then 1I11uMer 01 EdmllUrg h, th.lt he had 
lain with the de \,111II the shape of a beautiful woman, . ., , 

.Margaret Wt:ir, wife to Alexander Weir, bookst:ller in, Edillburgh, . testJiyd, That 
when sh e was of the age of 27 years. or tht:realJouts, shf' found the tII~Jor, Iier hrother, 
and her sister Jane, lying together III the barn at Wicket-Shaw, and that they we~e 
both II\kcd in the bed together, and that she was abo I'e hlll"l, amI .that t1.le hed did 
shake, and that she heard some scandalous language L.ctwee~ thelll! III part ,culdf that 
her sister said, She was confid ent she should prO\',e \~'lh child. hrtlH:: nnore ~he ~Ie-

ned, that Catbanne Coo~r, a servant of the maJor·, !old her, that he ~'dd lalll wnh 
~ar ard Bourdon, his wift:'1 daughter, so th,at sh~ ,,'ould stay no lon!-:rer III the house. 

A
g 

"C t J _ S,"ml'90D bookbinder In Edmburgh dedare<l, 1 hat on Mondav nne, wl. e 0 am....., 'd " ed-
prcred ine- and that day in the morni ng. that he confessed to her he ha oomnlllt 
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incest with hi9 sister .JaDe, . aad .Marca~l Bourdon, . bis ~ifdl,. ~d~ughte~, u · lik(1J.i~ 
bcastiality witlt~ marc in the weat country. i , an~ th~t he, llad. taman; conversed w,it1i 
II is maicl.servan1: Bessy 'Veems. for two,aDd-twenty yean.,. ' . 

.!\Ir Archibald Nis(,elt, writr.r to the signet. declared, 1]1at in the 'year 5l. or ,5i"iC; 
,was reported in the count'ry that the majo~had 'CQmmitted bed~t~t1 .. "'th & mate oear 
New-Mill s, and that ht heard it reported the same. day in ,wh,icb jt w;aa aaid "he did th.' 
fact. Mr John Alexander o( Leith deponed. the MOle, alfd . ~id. be was then but half 
no mile from the place. After these depositions, the major be1nS exaDl;incd about his ac.t 
of bcastialitYI declared. That a gentleman llaviog given hIm a mare, he rpde,uf¥Jn·hef 
,into the west country to ,sec. some friends, and deal~ C8wall.Y, .. with her near New~MiUI.; 
a!Jd th'at a woman saw .hlm In the act, and cQ(Dplamed. f?,( plm. to, Mr John Nav~, tb;e 
minister of N ew·l\lills, at whose instance b.e was bt()llgbt back to the eh,ce by ,~ 
soldiers, but was there dismissed for want of further frQbatiol;l'" And flJrlh~t~ .being 
asked about the tin,lC. he answer'd, That, to t~,, 1;test .o htl remembrance. it was :whtu 
the lords, gcutlemen, and ~ritol'l, were tueu by :tbe English at Ellio,t. , 
, As {or probation against Jane Weir, the lord advocate insisted oD .her own declara .. 
t~o", and all the deposition. in which, as a party, she ",,'U involved. And being asked 
if she knew any thing concerning the correspond~nce that was uid to be .b,etwixt the 
devil and her brother, she declared that she had a long time beenjealou .• ,qf .it, ~ut ,Wa3 
~ot certain; .a.nd.that six or sev.e~ years before s~e had foun4 a ,mark ~pon.,bis shoulder" 
like that which IS c.alled the deVils mark, at wblcb ihe wa~ ~or~ afr,a,d.., .. ',' . . 
, The .proc~s ~ei~g thus e~" the j~ry . did unanimously find~t~~, maj.~ ' .uitty,.,of. i~ 
ce8~ ~Ith hi,S sls~erJ a,nll l>ea.stl8,hty !lth a mare and a cQ~and l-quWl)'W!l :gu~tl .~f 
a4'ultery. ana f'?rtliCallo?, by a plurality -of votes. They alao un~nl~oysly :l?,~Qugntl~ 
').ne,gUtity of Ince8t Wi th" her b~othl:.~~ ; , whereupon the ,(\fPuted judg~ 'F~.cCP \mll 
~o 'be, straD_~led at a, stake betWixt Edmburgh 3;od I~ltil Oil, M9nd,llY.fOn01c1{J~g. ", ~~e 
.1Ijl! ~f Ap,"iI,anq .11I' ~Y to ,,~ burotl~ a,b~ Land cond~Qlned .ll~r .~ L,e,ij1"'fI.'<I, .QP 
.tlte r~esd~yfollowlt1:; III t.lle Gra.ss.~J.aria;et of J!.dlnburgh. , ~ . ... . ' " '. ' .. ', . 

Thus far have I gJ\'en JOU a JUridical ac.couot of the· deJestaLlc.,~nmes of ~his hy. 

E
ocritical qloustrou5 man; I now proceed to acquaint you with o ther parti culars_ J;~O 

'ess surptir:iog ~ba.n . the former. which, upon strict enquiry,. I bave reruK>n to believe to 
be as true as those tha't ale judicially pro\'ed. . 

When they were seized, she desired the guardi to keep him fr.om .laying hold pn, ~ 
._certain 6tatf" whi",h, libe ~id, jf he chanced to get into his hand, b~ ,woulJ cer.tainly 
u!:i"e them all out of doors, ,J.1ptwiLhstandi.ng aU the resittance. they co.tild make. .Thls 
rn!lgical~stalf was all of one 'piece, with 8 crooked heafl Qf thQrD~woot1. , She said he 
recei,·<¥! .it of the de~i~ aDd didlllAny wondeifut 'things with it, parlicularly I~.t be 
ustd ~o. leaa upon .it in ,hil ,bYpoGJ'itical prayeTJ; and,. after they. were co~mltted," I¥ 
Itill dc;si.re~ i~ might b e kept tWDlllim, be_cause if he, were op~ , lDalter .of it agaiu. ~ 
",QuId certainly }:row obclw'atc, and, r~tract the conf ... ,iOUJ. which ~had ao publickl" 
mafie. ApoUoDlu8 1,'hyaD€U8 ~ad SlJ9h a , Dlagical"'~~, u this, .. bich I bellevew-u ;.a 
6acr.amen~al .ym!>ol wl~icb the .de)'il gave to ,~he, ~ajor~ ~~t~~e .. c~urt ~~ 8QP)~ ,.~ 
apprehenSIons of it, for It was order'd by, the Judges to be bUTut With 1118 body. _ 

She also. confessed in ,prisoQ, that she and her Qrother had made a compact wjth _i;Jlc 
devil; a,1id Ihat onthe" lh of Septelllber, 016", .they Ire, .. both traDsporte,d [rpm ~ 
hurgh .to ,)I" .... lborough and back . .g.mj,i a_chand six hon.., .wWch!~,~1 
oa fi",; ,apd,.tbat thedeviUben told .jloe.",'Iiorofihedefeat of our arm)'at.P ... Ioio ,~ 
EIIgt.od, . .,hich he cOD6deutlyreportM;'iif ..... t .. of its circl1matal!oeo; '''''''"'''hi.,. .... 
fur. tJW" . ~,w. had .rriv.dh~re. T#i! ' " · ·_; .·~(lid rnuchin~ ~1,UII\:"~ 
!he~p!~.h<ga. "' .hav~"f ~"1',. 8/I<\,,,i, :~.jj\~,l'I.'~,ake tb~'Ilo~I<7e~\,'JiIi.l; . , ' .~ 
he baa been with God ,~ .the. ~, . ,, ;, !lSP'rlt of~!>Ae ..... "l\",..m'~. 
But as for ~If. ahct,allid, abe _. :~ved .any otber,~6t. l1y "" ~\Wl\:!l 
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the devil, tl!an a cons~nt supply of an ("xtraortiinary quantity of yarn, which she was 
sure (she stud) to find r('ady lor her upon the spindle, what~ver btlsinees she had been 
ahuut.' 
. . Besid~s the beastinl!ties which the major jllrlicially ;}C'knowtecigcrl he hael conllnittecf 
w~th. the mare and cow, he confessed he had done the same abominations with three 
5~C.les more; a~d t,he woman that rl e~at~d him tor the foct near Nc\v·Milis was, hy 
oHler of t.he lJlaglstrates of Lallerk, whll'P d through the town by tht: hand of the com
mon h<ing.man, as a !!I lancierer of such an eminent holy man. . 
T~~ tO~Dications and 8dult~rit's w~ich this «"O)'tu,jp.~,~" (a~ btlg~t'rers are· call'd by 

the council of Ancyra,) committed With the most Sb.nc1I1110nIOIlS anti zealous warnell of 
~-~e sect, are too 1IU1:ne.rous to be l"('late~) here. He had got himself the pri vi le~e, un
ocr a pretence of praying and exhortation, to go to thl'ir houses. anrl into theIr Led. 
chambers, when he pleased; and it was his prac Lice to vi sit married w~)men at. snch 
1imes especially as ,their hus~ands ~'ere from hOllle: one rS{'t'cially,. who li"ed ill the 
"treet cailed the "\\ est· bow, In Edmhurgh, he had several limps solicited, in hc:r hns. 
band's absence, to"gra"tifie his unclean dcsire,~, till, at last, wear;t'd out with his impor
tunity, she told hiD! how much shf" abhorr'tJ his design, and charged him never to come 
more to her bousf'_ '!pon this he forbore to visit Jlet for some time, till one night, 
when she was unrlress d aud ready to step into hcd, the majOl' suddenly appears stand
ing by her, at which she was so extremely fri,!!htcd, that she fell into a·swoon: she ha~ 
]10 sooner recover'd, but the major endeavour'd to comfort and assure her, and (" onfirm 
her 'against that snange 8urprize; and, renewing 11is addresses, he tempted her with 
many arguments and tilth7 speeches and gesticulations. telling htr he had taken tbat 
marvellous way ofappearmg in private with her on purpose to secure 'her reputation :; 
that he would go out af her house in a manner as invisible as he came in; But she, by 
this time, having recovered her usual courage and strength, pllsh'd him oir with vio
lence, and cry'<! out fur help to her maid. upon which he immediately disappear'd. Th'e 
windows and doors were all close shut, and t make little doubt but his coachman to 
the 'fiery coach conveigh'd him in and out through the chimney, or perhaps hy the 
door, which the: cursed familiar might open and shut again, as welt as the angel of the 
'Lord did unlock and lock the prison-door wherein the apostles were put, 

As for the miserable woman, she was never well aftcr this m<lgica l manner of ad· 
.'dress which the lusty satyr made unto her, but immediately ft'lI into a det'p melancholy, 
which ended in a laun-uishing sickness, whereof not many weeks after she died: and 
when she was upon h~r death-bcd, she dedared this strauge slory to man,), persons yet 
alive, of gll'at integrity, wisdom, and ~amc. . . ' . . 

1 have already tolo' you what an actl\'e rebel tlns multiform smn('r was, but I forgot 
\0 tell you that be was an eminent promoter uftile Western Hemonstrancc in the )'enr 
'1650. To these principles he stuck as dose as to the de\'il him~elf; insomuch, that 
when the government of our church was restored, he a\'owcdly renol1m:ed the com
'uiunion Of 'it, arid endeavonr'd to widen the schism to the utillost of his power. Hc 
could not 80 nlUch as ~ndure to look upon an orthodox: minister, but when he .met any 



$48 

of them in the streets, he would pull hi, hat over"bi, eyes in &. Pharitaical kind of in": 
dig-nation and contempt. . . 

'''' hile he was in prison, he acknowledged his hypocrisic, by whicb he had deluded 
men and mock'd God, declaring that in aU hi, life he bad Dover prayed to God in pri .. 
vate, nor had any power to speak when be attempted to do it, although he bad such 
an extraordinary and charmiD~ utterance in his solemn conventicle prayer&. He -alllQ 
confessed, that he never bow d ~li8 knee to God at his own or other men's prayers, 
which exactly agrees with his sister's reIation, of his leaning a.t his Juayers on his ma· 
gical staff'; and none of his OWn party can remtmber that at any devotion, even..wben 
he seem'd most rapturous, they ever saw him kneel. Nay, furthermore, he confelSt'd. 
which I cannot mention without horror, that his fluency ,in prayer, by which ,be 
ravish'd the people, proceeded from the assistance of tbe dC\·iJ. who, he said, helped 
him to the words and phrasea in which he expressed himself. This hath given tev.eral 
men several ways of ~njecture how it could be dODe. Some, who kuew him better 
than I ever had the unhappiness to do, are of opinioD that he was the praying oracle of 
the devil, out of whom he personaHy spoke. The reason which they alledge for their 
conjecture is, that sometimes the sound of his voice, like the sight of spirits, bad some· 
thing unnatural in it, as if it had not been form'd by the organs of speech. 

Others think it reasonable to beJievc •• that be sawall the words and expressions in 
his prayer successively written by the devil in the air j but upon enquiry I find that he, 
like most of the extelUporarians, commonly prayed with hi8 eyes shut. which, if it be 
true, this hypothesis will never be able to solve those diabolI.cal ph~nolDeDI\ in the air. 

Some again think, that the words and expressions of hi'.yer were represented by 
the devil upon the stage of his fancy, after the gme manner' as when a man dreams he 
reads such a letter or book. But he never was affected with any cousternations, trem· 
blings, or abreptions of mind, which, 'both in true and false prophets, were the ,con· 
stant effects of such strong and violent impressions, as were required to exhibit such 
unwonted representations upon the imagination; nor after his long prayers were ended, 
were his natural strength or spirits exhausted, as, if his devotion had been visionary, 
they must ha\'e been. 

Others, therefore, considering him as an apostate from God, aotI as. a vassal and 
apostle of the devil, think it very agreeable to divinity to assert, th .. t be ·w,as imllletJi .. 
ately, but yet WiUl0ut much violence, inspired by the devil, and helped by him bola 
in the conception dud utterance of his prayers. This they conceive the evil spirit 
migl~t do, like an aui8tant form! ~Y .i~pr~Datiug his fancy with e.ntbusiutical con· 
ceptton,; and thereby rendrmg hrs Imagination very turgenl, and ready to fwdl above 
its banks; which, being done by the immediate operation of the evil s()irit, the wretch .. 
ed i1t(yV;m~, could not fait to burst forth i~.ftumint orlllionis, or a fuU torrent of prayer; 
and hkcwiJle be affected witll luch J?looeral:e raptures, as yet left him in a condition to 
undeT$tand what he said. Furthermore, to prevent all ponible ~tionl, they aay, 
that if God suffer'd the devil to COODle"rfeit prophetical via&ona, or the true 8pirit.of 
prophecy under the law, tbrntbey kuow no reason why it .. bould be tbou~bt .iD.cO.D
sistent with his e,roodness. or disagreeb1e to his infinil.e wisdom. to permit him, uDder 
the gospel, to counterfeit inspiration or the nne 8pirit of prayer. llut, for my ow-Dfart, 
llacJ not the monster himself ascribed' his flliency in devotion to the asai.tance Q ",the 
dev.il, I .~~d "have wh~JJy aacribed it to the vigo~ of· ,his o.wn enthusiasttcll imagi
natlOo, WIthoUt any' foreign force. For ,.,t'Otaly flll ·'ftuency 111 prayer, but 'the .1IJOIde;. 
rate JIIpt.res and little ex~tick .till i!,~. :wl#ll ·~: :was iran.po~~.· ~ •. ~~~~1il·1I1 
the DltuJIII .power of uo_.1ed 11D"~i ·~. t could make It "II~. 1!Y . U,.!lY .~ 
pies; aDd where. natural caooealOQ1U.dliciel>Uo OCCOWlt for ""!rd"e<:t, .. ·1 ...... 1ol. 
way •• paririJrto joyn with it •• up~eau... . 

All tbe wliile ·lie ...... in priooo lie 18yulldu violent apprebtll.iO •• ofthe'haiiyWiiitlf 
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of ~ -wbich put bim in~o t~at which is p.roperly ca.lled de~pair,-a despair which 
made him bate God and desist trom duty to him, and with which the damned souls ill 
hell are reuonably suppo~l to .be copstantly affected. In this sense he was desperate; 
and,: therefore! wou.ld admit nelt~ler c.burch nor c?nventicle ministers to pray for him; 
.or discourse with hIm about the mfiulte mercy of God, and the possibility of the for
giveness <?f his sins. Much less could be en~urc to be exhorted to repent, or brought 
to entertal8 any thoughts of repentance, tellmg all the world that ht: had sinot!d him
self beyond al~ possibility 0.£ repentance and p.ardon. that he wa!l already damu'd, that. 
be waIP8ure his .condemnatlon to cterna! bUI~nrngs was 3:lready prouounct:d ill Uea~cll, 
and that tbe united prayers of all the samu III heaven and earth would be "ain u.nd iu
si~i6cant if they were ofter'd to God in his behalf: So that when some charitaiJh~ 
mn~i8ters of the city, by name the prese~t Bisbof:l of Galloway and present Dean of 
Edmburgb, were resolved to pray before him for bls repentance and pardon again!ll his 
conseqt, be was with much difliculty withheld from interrupting of them in their de~ 
votions j and the posture he put himself in, when they br.gan to pray, was to lye upon 
his bed in a most fitupid manner, with his mouth wide ollen; and when prayers were 
ended, being ask'd if be had heard them and atteuded to them, he told lhem, I< They 
were very troublesome and cruel to him; and that he neither heard their devotion nor 
cared for it, nor could be the better for all the prayers that men or angels could olter 
up to Heaven upon his account." 

It was his interest to believe there was no God; and ,therefore, to ease the torments 
of hi, mind, he attempted f: and then to comfort and flatter up himself into this ab
surd be1ief. For he was times observed to speak very doubtfully 800Ut his exist~ 
cnee; in particular to say, lat ifit were not for the terrors which he found tormenting 
him withrn, he should 1Scarce belieVe" there was a God. 

Being with great tenderness and compassion besought by one of the city ministers, 
that he would not so resolvedly destroy himself, by despairing of God's mercy, which, 
upon repentance, had been granted to murtherers,arlultercrs, sodomists, beastialish, nay, 
to those that had deny'd Christ, he reply'(i, in anger ... Trouble lIle no morc with ~our 
beseechincp of me to repent, for I know my sentence of damnation is all'ca{ly seal d in 
Heaven; ~Dd I feel myself so hard ned within, ,that if 1 might obtain pardon of God 
and a1l the glories of heaven.for a single wish that J had not committed the sins, with 
the sense wbereof I am so tonnented, yet I could nut prevail with myself to make that 
single wish. And were your soul in my soul's stead. you would find your exhortations 
impertinent and troublesome, for I fiud nothing withrn me but blaeknes!! and darknes!l, 
brimstone, and burning to the bottom of bell." 1 h~~e been told ~.r "~ry cr~diblc pcr~ 
SOD" tbat the body of this unclean beast. gave mamtest Lokens of Its Impurity liS soon 
as it began to be heated by the flames; :tnd certaiu i.t is, that after it was burnt, a re
port was presently seot from bence ~ the brethren I~ the 'Yest, that the malefd.ctor, 
who was burnt for such execrable cnmes, was not. Major Weir, but another l)erSOll who 
exactly reaembled him, and whom th~ wicked prelatt:~ and curat~s h~d bribed to r.er
sonate the aodly major, (who was s~ud to.be gone Wltl~ a conlnbutlOn ~o the .ex!led 

. brethren· in. lIollaud,) and call himself by hIS name. T~ls report was believed III the 
weit for leveral months, till time discover'd that the maJo~ was ~o more.' . 

AI {or Jue. this incarnate .devil's lister, she was very JDSeDSIUle of hcr great SlDi, 

~ .:Wk.. .. . k> ~.~ penorn, it i. poni~lC1. they mi,bt be luilty of the horri~Je ~nd unnatur~1 edIi.::=' tbe _xl ,beCaate there ftte no limits IU the extent of human deprllVlty. lJUt when ,t 
it~~*iCif anc1lii~i!itti!r ·were bo&h in their dotAtJO, ~Dd lb.t ~I~e principal cvid'!nC,t. ae~m. to hllvc 
~'II*" . . . . .. ~ . -,. '"-'- -':mi"-.l to doubt wbelber the 1lIlK'I,vUI part or lhe a('cu' .lIon W,tS not _ r own 00, we '".. ......... ~ t ___ _ ..1 0 _ . . ,' h , 

.1Dia .~ , .' - r ."d Witchcraft .110 cbarged .nd alIO CQnlnxU, uc: •• It WI • t fl pop ... ace w~re 
:11.1 am:;~or th~r-;:i and tbe '.bouc in which they liYed .8tood toll.lly unill~b!te~l for Ill)ward, of onu 
~.tM::n .... _~l'\f ~'" if indeocl it ba.,.et fouou any tenant hardy CDlJugh to rCSJdc ID It. 
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anti W:l5 so far (rom remorse of conscience for them, and 'despairing of' the'mt"rcy dt 
Gull. as she did, that she presumed too much upon it; placing a 'gren dt'al 'Of conti
oCDce in lIer cnnstant adherence to the covennllt, which she eall'd, 1ft h{'r brother 'Mit .. 
eller, slile, The Cause ond 'Iutt'rt'it of Christ. , She confessed inileed, as he did, tnat 
her sins de5ervcd a worse c1eath than she was condenm'd to dye j but she ne'Vrr 8h'ew"d 
h el'sdf III the least concern'd for what might ellsue after cir-ath.' When aile '''.5 upon 
the laddel' she bespoke the people in the followjng words; u 1 see a ~'1'eA.t'cTOn(l of peo-' 
pie come hither to day ~o bthold a poor old miserable cl't.!aturt's death, ' but ltrow there 
be lew among you who art: weeping and mourning for tht" broken covim;mt." Arfd; 'ha':' 
"jog so spoken, she threw her~lf ·in greater haste off tht'l ladder than a tteraon ,monld 
ha.ve done, who was no better prepared for another world.' . 

1 could teli YOll mall)' more remarkable sloHes of our 'funatick zealots that han~ b~ell; 
put to death tor lying with beasts, and other unnataral criml~, . One, not Inany vearS 
since, was put to death at Sterling for commiUiDg unc1ean.ne&~ with five individua'Js~ 
among which then! were four species of irrationa.l aoimals, and iOlmediatdy before his 
u.eclition, the undean wretch protested against the prelatc'JI, and boasteci of his constimt 
zeal for tbe cov.t.nant; aud ~(), without declaring nny deteMations of his crimes, or de-
siring the people to pray for llim, weot of}' with all a5~urance into the otht"r world, . I 
should not ba\'c related any of these stories, with reOeclion on the schismatical p.tlrty,; 

, If Duriug the time " I Iii. imtll'i.unment he ... M", willing to Le . poken to ; ant! .helt,dlft miui!uf'tl oftbe 
r it)' offered to pray lo r him, hl' .... ould cry out in Cury, • Torment ale tI(,I more, COl I .m tyrruented alrearly: 
One ministl'r (now .sleef1) .,Iilng hinl if he .huuld I"ay lur hi l1l, w ••• 111.-., • Nu~ at all: Uw uthel.ft'plic::Q- . 
in a kind of h~y Ingf'r, • Sil, I will pruy for you in ~pite of ) ' 01,11 u eth, .-'0 de.i! your Q)a~ler too)' wpo 
did pl1ly, In_jug b;'" .t I('a't to hrar hiro ; but the other ~tIlri"~ ",ildly, WAI ."mele.s tIS A brute. Anll ther. ~~o 
i5 liuwbe ¥l ral, dcruandtd, if Le thuugbt tllt're .... a God: "Iud the mlln,' I know not.' Thc 'otKe:r tnla1'tly 
replied, ' ·0 mlln, tbe Il.Ilument .that m",,,eth me to think Ib .. re i • • God is lilp;e.lf. lor ·.h.t.ehe movfld ~ -Co 
inform the world of c.hy _ic:hd life t' but Weir &llswe~. ' Let me alone.' When lie pt~toril )'! to.r:l!ada \oQ. 
of bit 0." V.rim mmil'lef'tl (yet alivt) to pra)'. one demanded, if 11e wou1d b."e any or tlie presbyteriall peliUIl
,ion lo pray; beana.ered.· Sir, yOll.re aU a.li\e too nte.' Then Mid tbe~"' ; lIi~ler to bim, ' t .iI~p'r~y with you.' 
I ))0 it not.' laid the other, • upon your pt!'ril,' lookillK up to the beam. 'of the hooM 1 but pr • .\'tt'was offered up 
ao 1l1urb the more LCMrtily, bC'CIIUse Ihe company "bout expeelN lOme v"'ion. It il "blerrablt, thllt in thil'l" 
com mOil he wn. 1"" linellt cllou;,:ll ; /'llt ... heu any tI,i11g .. Lout Almighty Gild I lld the ~\ul'. cnnditioD come aloo",t. 
he ",'ould ~hrd~ 1; Gild rub hi, COIU IIn,1 I.orCl\,t, iuyill/!.· Torment me no intire bdOie Ihe t ime.' When hr. Wltllit 
the ' 11Ik.: r.o l.oe burul, the city nljni8ter culltd to a chorchmlu there looking on, bring {I' thnt penuI"ion, ~h~re
of \\'dr ",,'1 r .. tllledy df,emcd to 1).0, to . peak. to him; bdt no IKIODer h.d hft openl'd hi. mouth. \han b.e I'OlI.de .. ail" 
",ith hili hund lIud lee! to lie si lent. Wb~n Ibe tl!pt' wa~ Illoout hi, nKIa to 'prep&I'C"bim fu.r Ule 6re., he .a. bill 
~ "y , Lorn IJr, mC!rnful to m~: but he an,wf'rtd, • Ltt me alonc, I have liven u a J~t .. ud I mu.l die!L' II. 

LClnl: "Ie /ire btoilig kindled, both III' and his f;l&f a little aRtr IHI iMl> the ftulIIcs.'·-SutaA',I.d.'bk Wodtlo . 
Difcuv.red,lI, G&OIUU SItH: 1.", ... , Ed;' ; IT46',p, 152 • 

•• !)hc " 'n allked anent her plifantl: Sbe ..... penullded h(lt .aother ,wu a witch, (or 'he ICcrtlteet thin~ tb_t 
eil her 1 InyseU or any fJl Lhe family could du, .whull onl't! a mark IIppeauuJ on her brow, .be could '&eH it thu,,: 
though none al 11 di!tance. Ileing dcmanded whlu IOTl of a mark It W", _he ao.~te.d, I I uvtl.lomc sueb lac 
lIMllinnJ'~If. when 'I plea!!!, uron my forebead;' whereupon .he offcrtd W nne""cr IItr hf'll1l for ri . iblu ·uLis· 
,fKllOh: Uw mini.lt..r refuting to bMold it; and forbidaillB .ny d~,.ery, w., ufl'leldy ,.quC'&ted by .ollie !peC': 
talon W 11110\11 tbe IrClCdom ; be yieldin~. abe 'PU\ back her head.dreH. Ind, Nleminl to .frown, there Wilt let. 'a1:i 
l'xan bor.t'-,bve aJ.lped for nail. ill J.e~ ""rinkkl; Lerriu~ uoujb, I aUIl,.. )'I.IU, l(t t.be KoutClt bebold.t. · ~~ , 

.... 10 the morninp, belolc ber execlltiun, .he told the mini.ter abc reliolnd IU,die with aU IhublUlM ,be c:ollW, 
to e"'P'&t.e \In;der metc:l her .hameful lift: lbil be un4rntuod to be an inaenuout ,confes!ion of ~tr .iDI, in~_ 
posi tion 10 her Lrotber'. dtlp-ir .. nd ~rstie lilclra. to' which 'he did eDCII"ntge litr. At ber parting with liuo. 
.I~ p"a b"n ht'llrty thanka iOT b;' paiDi. atl.hking't.i.1wMI-,·ul4iriOB In lalta them : " he ~ted the· ... 
",orut wbicb be btlde het ~rform A.cendillg up Q. ladder, .. w tpake lOmewLIt' C1lufuMidly of lloer lin.., of'' '' 
bru#t •• n~ hi. I Jll'ha?~n. ,1a' t. ~d ,.,itA .• fih,~tl.Y.~PyJl~~ •. ~ld.ing Il ro.~I,"'tudp ,uf ,~~."""-" ...... 
Ucnui aod lOme "rrplnFt .he 1p«1I'e aluud, ·' bere.are lIl.." .lIer.; \hit d.y wondenl'll atld ~n& b IlJtl~ 
aJu' iie __ rrn fota brokeo'-atwbicbwora .. h,. __ angry; IOlMulleil ~ ·bet.1o.rNnd fU~ 000-
cenl' j ~ ~ .have ~,d it ~ :t.bat the pteKbu.~-~ had mucb ado \0 ~p ~ \:'OtitpUle~ COuri~ 
TI,e rucotwner flll.lln, ,,!,out hit du.ty, da~,p~i~c4ie ...... .k· I1.hd: IhM, -",* .. kfB, .• e ... bu~ 
rela.tillg 10 .a.~ UI~"'~' i the h:~npn~ ~. w~~ ~er, to lo;,«p ~ b~r ,,~,b,e,, ;~ ~. Hl1I ..... 
h,'mbt?, haJ".du" ... 60ff, j~ Wt he ... fo.r~;~: , ~'~r ~~r op~n·(.,ttd,_ '!1Acb. f1~r~~, •. ~O iJ:O'ei~ .. 
Cl.Il.-bl,p.J . " 
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but that niIle parts. iu ,ten of ~he horrjd sins,. su~h as witchcraft, beastiality. and incest, 
are .found among, them; ~hlch hath occasion d a proverbial smrcasm in our 'Ianguan'e 
agalD.t . t~em! TIt.at Ike whtK' If.a /0 H«J'()en a gate f!/' thrir O71Jn. This is no hyperbol~. 
but a plain hIstorical truth, which our judges can tcstifie, and which may be confirm'd 
by the regilters of our criminaJ courts. • 
. And .theu as CQr,aduiteries an~ fornications, thoBe common failings of these Phari!ees, 

thcr.e ~ more of them comm1tted, and more bastards born within thcii r,ounlry. tht" 
w~tem ~oly Land; ;tban in.aUour nation besidea., This is evideot fr?1"U comparing the 
pansQ 5eglsltrs, .and the registers of tbe presbytencs, or rural deanenes of those shires 
~jt.h the rcst of the parish and presbytery registers in every diocese of the church, No~ 
very long since, in a parish within the presbytery of Pasely, there were no fewer than 
sev~nteeD whigs who did publick peDanc! for tornications and adulteries at one time. 
~he ,pari8~ is very di.saffec~, so that on that Lord's day, wherein this herd of goats 
die stand In the st:at of pubhck repentance, there were but two regular penons, besides 
the minister and precentor, in the church. I know you are already \voudering that fana
tical sinner. will do penaDce in ,the kirk, which is as serious and solemn a piece of wor. 
ship as any belongs to the service of.God. ' 

Therefore, to unriddle the paradox unto you, be pleased to take notice, that if any 
fornicator, adulterer, &c. contumaciously refuse to submit to church-censure, his ma
jesty's advocate is to pursue him before the supreme judicature, or lords of the session; 
who, upon evidence of his contumacy, ;Due out order for having him declared the 
kiog's rebel, tiat is, to be solemnly denounced an outlaw, with the sound of an horn. 
After the horning (for so ~11 the denunciation) letters of caption are direct against 
hiDl, eo that if be be take1"he must be put into prison; and, although he be not, he 
forfeits hiB persona.I, .aud the annual revenues of his real estate, and becomes altogether 
ci ",.,n.e, as Theophitus, the Greek civilian, calls slaves and miuOfs, aud all that are 
civilly dead. Hence, an outlaw is almost in the same condition with Ui as dtportatu$ 
io insulam was among the Romans j he is uncapable of all civil employments; he hath 
no head.in law j he can make DO will or testament of his own, nor receive· any bt-nefit 
by any other .Mao',. So that our whigs (like yours, who will be married by the Com
mon Pnyer) choose ' rather to mock God, and offend their tender consciences some· 
timea, than forfeit their liberty and estates . 

. 1 am very well sat!stYd in m'y ·o~n <:on8Cie~ce that ,I h~ve don.e ~otl}ing against ,the 
str.ictest ,rulea of Clmstl1m chanty, lU d,scovenng the ImpiOUS pnllclples and pracLlces 
of:U1is leet' I have done it upon the same groumls anll motive! that the ancient fathers 
publisb'd the wicked lives and opinions o~ the mo~e primitive hcreticks! particularly of 
tbeGllO&ticks, who were the archetype of aUf whigs: and the para"~1 m O1ost Jlartlcu~ 
lars ·ruDI·w .exact between them, that I cannot abstain from comparmg them together. 

" First, thea as the GnosLicks were so caU'd from 'fltl~~~.p~, 7'(;I(le, or knowledge, falsely 
80 001'<1 and boa&ted that they were the most kuowing, altho' they really were the 
most i~oraPt of the Chl'istian religion of any sect in the world, 80 our whiO's stile 
tbemaelvet ,tbe knowing Christians, and look upon us, who adhere t:o the churell, ~~t 
at igaorant, silly, formal people, that u~derstand. not gospel mysteries, but ar~ spOil d 
after ,the tradition .of.men, after the rudiments of the world, and. not after Christ, 
~dty, as the :Goosticks pretended to understand the s~tJPtures better than, aJI 

otb:eJ: Cbristiana, andi.yet did most absurdly and h1a.:'pbemously mterpre~ them, a,! Epl~ 
pbaai,,, 'bath .• hew'd ia many particulars, so our 'vhlgs pretend to thiS gl.ft aa theIr o~n 
PDJia:t ~nt'; ,&ad yet interpret the word of God ~s absurdly, to ma~e It comp!y wlt~ 
th~"WldLed 94»~i~ns. as the .GDostioks ~\d to make It counte~an~e th~lrs. Mr Mitchel s 

, '. n,.are · f&lll ~proof of.thi. cbatge, heeldes the bo?ks 1 m~tlon ~ betore." 
~-birdll· , .. ~ the Gnosticks spoke w'""7U~ 01' m1ghty hIgh tblDgs of Sml?D Magus, 
tqtIalIiIiS.iIiID .,.ilh God, 00 our 1I'biga.peak big-swelling word. of Baal·benth. or tho 
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-solf;'mn league and coycnant; to which they ridiculously-apply, whatsoevei' is said ot 
the covenant of grace, which Go<..I made with Ahraham, and of that pulitical covenant 
which he made with the JCWR, and of the counterpart of it, which the Jews, or allY oJ 
their kings. made and renew'd with God, bap'tizing their children into it. as into the 
covenant of the gospel, and making it the causc, and interel!lt.. and truth of Christ. 

In the fourth place. a& the Gnosticks pretended to be Christian!!. and yet in 'mallY 
things comply'd with the wic~t'd Jews, and joined with them in raisittp; per~cutjon 
against the church. so our whigs pretend to be the purest protestants IU thClilWodd; 
alld yet in many things are real. papists, and now joyn most cordially with tltem to 
o\'ertbrow both our and ),our church, which the papists acknowledge to be tbe strong· 
cst bulwark against theOllich'es that are in the protestant world. 

In the fifth· place, as the Gllosticks contulbeliou.ly used the apostles and presby-ters 
of the primitive church, hatillg them with the malice of Cain, aud gain-saying them 
among the people, after the impudent maDner of Corab, ami opposing them as Janoes 
and Jambres did Moses and Aaron, so our whigs treat our revc::~ud clergy with all 
imaginable contempt nnd barbarity; hating our bishops with a mortal hatrd; calling 
their governmt'nt atl usurpation over God's heritage::, aod rail at his majesty, and aU 
other magistrates tll11t slIPl)Ort them; binding and re-bindiDg themsdv~ hy a solemn 
oath to extirpate the apostolical function, though in doing of it they should shed an 
oce'1I1 of protestant bluod. 

To procet'd, as lltt' G nosticks were rn~it.lg- waves of the sea, i. e. a fierce, tumultuous, 
anrl troublesome ,}f'oplr, so are the whigs; as they despiSl·d domiuion..,nt.l spoke evil 
of dignities, so do the whigs; as they were murmul'ersAlid complainers, so are the 
whigs; who. by their pri,:,ciples., call never be satisfy'd wiallany concessions, nor oldi· 
ged by any favours. but must murmur and complain against MOle!; and Aaron as long 
as there's a king and bishops in the land. 

Furthermore, as the Goosticks scorned and despised the orthodox Christians, and se
parated from them, calling them carnal. but themselves spiritual me,o, and yet were 
sensualists, defilers of the flesh, and, like the Sodomites and GORlorrheans. gi\"t~1I to 
IInnaturallusts, so our modern Pharisees scorn us, calling us carual, or at the best but 
moral men; and while they pretend to be holier than the people that adhere tu the 
(:hUfCh, Lhey fall into all sorts of imlJUrities, to the great scandal of the prole6tallt 
name. 

J conld run the parallel in more particulars, but 1 rememher I am writing 8 letter, 
wherein n man is not to exhaust bis subject. but rather to hint than to write; and I 
need not suggest unto you, that I am noL 80 uncharitable as to include e\'ery indivi. 
dual among our whigs in this comparative character, for doubtless there are hlany 
wdl-meallillg people among .. hem; but you must unde.rstand me so, as our Saviour is 
to be understood, wber~ he d~ribes the general hypocrisie of the Pharisees, among 
WhOll.l notwithstanding were, many eincere and pious men. 

III this sense it was that St Paul charged the whole nation of the Cretians with 'the 
character _of one of their old poets, that tbey were 'yars, evil bea.ts, and slow beHieJ, 
aud, for my own part;, J i>etie\'e tbat amoDgthe Gnostick. themselves, there were a con
siderable numhe-r that lived free from thoae portentoul aiDs, with which 8t Jude and 
Epiphanius charge Ule sect. "\ 

J am now drawing Dear the .end of tbi. tedtoul hiltoricalletter, in which I bope I 
h8'o'e made you ample amends for my six: months silence, for which :you chid me again 
in your second letter, which 1 received by .\hi. day's post. You alsO tell me'in it -wha~ 
tragicaJ ,toties are reported at Loudon co.Dcenting the pfe8e:Dt-uohnppine81 of this king
dom, and the tyranDlcal administration ofaffaira therein. In particular you ·say,' t.b.8t 
'til reported by some of our own COlUltrymeo, tb,at the nation i. -eDslaved, that there is 
nothiog among us ·but pluderiogl, buming-, murders, ravishing of women; ·and' all 
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other sorts of devastation, which has made conlfliderable persons fly the country, patti. 
cularly D. H;, who, I assure you, came to town from his own house but two ot' three 
days ago. 'au also teU mf" there are reports of a secret corrcspondern.'c lJ('twixt the 
I?uke of Laude,rdale aDd the Viscount of Granard on the maritime borders, whose real dc
sign th~y say IS, to advance t~e pn·shytcr,ian inlC!'clfIt, all ~hat hath already vetil done 
under J~18 grace s conduct altamst them being nothmg but for ~llew and pretext. 1 nttll 
but desire. you to recollect what I have already written concerning the ucr,a~ion nf our 
present .d~sonlers. an~ the fa~tion that supports the schi:;m, to mnke YOll ili"inc frolll 
what erlgmal these Iymg stones proceed, and for what end they disperse thtm about 
the world. 

I. imagine by this time you 8r~ very weary, but though you be, YOII must put your. 
seU to the pt:nance I always enjoin you, to read my leLters once for the author's saKe 
as well as for your own. You know I came to England the last tillle upon lIO ai/wI' 
8c~unt ~l~t to tearn the language, and promised to kee l) correspoll(l e~ lcc with yuu upon 
tlus COO(htIOO, that ,Y,?u would make remarks upon my letters, and hithfully admonish 
me of all the Scotticisms, or aU the words and phrases that are not cum~nt En .. lislt 
therein. I confess I have a great veneration for Ollr own anti the northern El\g-\ish~lan
guage upon account of the Anglo.Saxon~ to wJlich they are so nearly allied; hut let I 
think it prudent to observe that rule in l\..facrobius, Logucrc cum pra,"Jt:l1li/Jus 7"t:7'h;s prw# 
luitis Vfrbi"f moriblls Vhit: ; and. therefore, am as ambitious to write modem Engl is h as 
a~y Ua!H:on or Provcnpl can be to write the modern Frt·nch. 

You may cwnmunicate this letter to as many of your friends as yon please, but you 
must take care to conceaH.,y name, least, if it be known, 1 pass tor an enemy to the 
J)('opie of<iod; and thereupOn another Mitchel send me out?f the world for a <":anaan
lte or EgYI)tian. with a bru\'e of bullets or a dirke. The narrativts, 1 hmnhiy cOIH,tivc, 
are very prHfilaLle to be known: HUC of them affords an excellent t~x aml'le of countt:r~ 
feit zeal, and the- olher of hypocrisie or pharisaislll, which, from the ht'~inlling of thin;.!;s, 
hath always been the most powerful engille which the Corahs of .. U ages anti nations 
)mve used to draw the mult.itude into faction and schism. liesides, the knf)wicrige of 
thette things will move all !(Ood Christians to pity the miscrable condition of (lllr cilurch, 
and to pray for her both 10 God and the king; and likewise uudeceive all ingt'lIuous 
tipirits. that have had the unhappiness to be misguirlcd by the t:llsc infimnatiulls which 
our tanaticks sc;'lId to yonrs. There is a more strict and mysterious correspondence be .. 
twixt. them, than the preseut pains, in which 1 write, will permit me to relate. 

But bv that time I come next to London I shall be able to discover the cabala unto 
you, which 1 shall better talk in half an hour than wri~e in many days: in the mean 
time, let us Jove, honour. and remember onc another Wlt~ plea~ure and respect. l..et 
us pray for the improvement of alii" church, the preservation of yours, an~ serve them 
both in our several stations to the utmost of our power. .. 

I have no more to add, but to desire you to remember that my t!tle 15 advocate and 
not councellor at law' there's almost none here knows what that title means.; ljO that 
the post~master kept your last lett~r a week before he could imagine it was duected to " 

Your most faithful 
and obedient servant. 

. Edinburgl, Marcl. the 5th, 1677. 

YIN 1.8. 
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.A true Hislo".!! (lflhe Captivil:vand Relfora/ion Q/' Mrs Mo? R(}fI)l41uison, 11 Minuter', 
Wife in Ne«I·Eng/and: where;/l is set forth Ille cruel and mhumalle Usage s"~nder .. 
went amongst the Hefllhells.lor Elevtn Weeks Time, and her Ddivt:r"ncefrom tlltm. 
lllritun by I,er (lW" fhmd, .lor her private Use, and now rntJlk public at tile earnest 
Desire flf some Frimd""fiJr tlte Be,,~jil of the A.lflicled. 1Yhereunlo is a'Ule.l>ed, A Ser~ 
mOIl 'If the /.Jos.f ibUuy (![Gnd's,fo,.sakmg 0 Prople that have been neor and dear to !tim. 
Preached by AIr Juseph RowlancUon, HUlband to the .aid Mrl Ruwlatuilon, it oollg 
his last Sermon. 

Printed first at New~ Englanrl~ and re.printed at London; aDd sold by Joseph Poole, 
at the Blue Bowl ill tilt: Long. Walk, by Christ'.,-Church HospitaL 1682 . 

.u The memorable WAr oclween Philip, King of lht; W 1l1U1l8noa~, and the New England colonic. 
now coU}menCl'd. S us.."\Ullln, a friendly lndian, hllvin~ Kivell ooticr.e to the Englillh of a plot that 
he had disl'O\'ercd RlUrmg Philip'l ludillns, aglliult til<" Eng:lish, iae lIOon aner murdered. Three 
Indinns, OOf' Qf whom WitS a I.:ollnst-llor. Dnd pafticllhu fru-IId of Philil', WIiB convicl t..>d of the 
murde-r at P lymouth court, Rnd exe("ul~d . Phdi". u~prd)l""8ive of per, onal danger, uled no 
farther mean. to exculpate himlM!lf either from the chafin: of coni l.in.(." y, or of haviu .~ concern 
in tht~ dt'8.lh of Sl1l8.m8.D, hut had reC0Une werma. l-'I\IJing his Itn ·II.I;lb daily increllsill~ by the 
aCCilI\lIion of neighbouring Indianl. be prepared for ,,"'lir. The Indian~ , baving It'llt tlU ~ lf WIV(~5 
and ( ~hildH'n to lhe Narrhaganl\!lI for security, bt:gltll to ahwn the Ens.;lish al Swunzcy. After 
offering them insolent menaCeII, they proceeded 10 kill thC'ir clItlle aul! ritl e their homli ·g. Pro-
,..okl'd /.Jy thelle nhu~~, an Englishman c1isclutrgt'd till gnn Itt an IIl1li :lO, und gave him 8 mortal 
. ·oulld. The Indians in'>tlln tly fell on the Ent-:'ish , ~ntl kill('d all in tht'ir power. Eight or uine 
were slain in Swanzey and its ,icinity, on the twenl)·.lourth of June; alld on t.hut day lht' alarm 
ofw.r was given in PIYIUOULh colon~/'-Houn:s' .dllln-U:an AHMIG, uJI/(lrm, 1808. SIlO. f)Ol. I. 
p.95'. See .1110 ConoH M.TKBR II Magnolia (;hrisJi .4mer;coll(J., Book I'll. § 11. 

During tbe COlli"UaiOD, occasioned b'y thi. war, the captivity of Mr» Howluudl>oll Look pltlC'e. The 
dil~reuing circUlllstances of h~r .Iavery are detailed with intercs~ a~~ aimrlicil,Y i ?nd the de
Totlonal character of the narrall\'e, although marked by the pecullUntlet. 0 puntnOiIiDl, has all 
the app€'llrance of religionl sincerity. It il indeed djfficult to conceive that allY sentiment thort 
of a lincere lense of religion, could hue .upporled tbil uufortuDa.te Woman through her ICCDt'1 
.f)f complicllLed miaery. 

Preface Ip tAo ReadJ:r. 

IT ..... on Tueaday, Feb. I, 1675, in the afternoon, when the Narrbagan..u' guaT' 
"ten ~iD or toward the Nipmug couutry, whither ibey were DOW retired for farof 'the 
Engllab army, lying in their owp country) were the second time beaten up by .the 
forces of the united .colonies, who thereupon 1000 betook themselves to flight,. aDd wer.e 
",n the next day purslk'd by the English, lOIDeovert.keD and destroyed. Bot 00 Thu"," 
day, Feb. S. Ule English, bavmg DOW been six days ou their marcb from their bead· 
.quartel'l at Wickford, in the NarrhagaDlet. couDtry, toward aDd ~r the cnemy, J,Dtf 
j>To.isiOll groWII exc:uding abort, illlOlllucb thaI they were fain to kill lOme bof'"' for 
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the8upply, especial1y or their Indian friends, they were nf'ce~!;itat("rl to r.on ,~i (ler what 
was ~!t to be done! and .lloout noon (having h'itht'rto followed the chase a~ Iwal as 
they ought) a counCil was called, and thuugh some f~w were of another mind. ye t it 
~as conclud~. by far t,he gl'tater peut ~f I,he council of war. that the <lrlll)' shoule! de
Sist the punltlt, a~d retne; the forr:es of l>hmouth and the Da.\' to the next tOWII of the 
Day, and Connecticut forces to theIr own next towns, which determination wa,. imme
diately put in e"Xecution; the consequent whereof, as it was not ditficult to be foresren 
by those ~hat knew the causeles.s ,e0R!ity of these barha,rialls against the ElIgli"h, and 
the manclous aod revengeful slmlt of the~ heathen, so It soon proved dismal. 

. The Narrhagansets were now ,driven quite from their own country, anrl all their pr~ 
VlSlons there hoarded up, to whIch they durst not at prt'sent return~ and bl'ing so nu~ 
merous as they were, SOon devoured those to whom they wen~ whereby hoth thl' one 
and the other were now reduced to extreme straits, and so necessitalt:d tu take the first 
and best opportunity for supply, and very glad no ooUUt of such 1111 ollllOrtunity u 
this to provide for themselves, and make spoile of the Eng:li ~h at once; and seeing tht'm_ 
selves thus discharged of their pursuers, and a little refreshed after their Uight, the very 
next week, on Thursday, Feb. JO, they fell with a mighty force and fury upon Lancas ... 
ter, which Imal! town~ remote fmm aid of others. and not being garrison'd as it might. 
the army being now come in, !lnd as the time indeed required (the design afthe Jndians 
against that place being known to the English SOUle time .before) was not able to make 
eRectlial resi:.1ance; but, notwithstanding the utlOnst endeavour of the inhabitants, 
most of the buildings were turned into ashes, many people (men, women, and dulrlren) 
slain, and others captivated, The most solemn allli remarkable part of this tra~edy 
may thaljustly be reputed which tell upon tht family of that reverend servant of God, 
Mr Jwlt'i'h Rowlandson, the faithful pastor of the church of Christ in that place, who, 
being gone down to the (council of the Massachust:b, to seek aid tor the defellce of 
the place, at his return found the town in flames or smoke, his own house ul,jng set on 
fire by the enemy, thruugh the disadvantage of a defective forlifl('atiun. and all in it 
consumed; his precious yoke-fellow ;lod dear children wounded and c .. ptivatetl (all the 
issue evidenced, and the foilowiog narrative dt'dares) by the:;e cruel and barbarous 
savages, A sad catastrophe! Thus all things clime alike to all; none knows eithel' 
love or hatred by all that is before him. 'Tia 110 new thing for God's precious oues to 
drink as deep as otllers of the t:up of common calamity; take just Lut (yet captivated) 
for instance, beside others, Bul it is not my business to dilate on these thtngs. but 
only in few words introductiwly to Ineface to the fullowing script, whtch is a narra
tive of the wonderfully awful, wise. holy, powerful, and gracious ,provide,nee of God 
toward that worthy and precious gentlewoman, tht d~ar co,:,-sort ~t the salt.! Reverend 
Mr Rowlandson, and ber children with her, as in castmg ot ber IOto such a watt'rless 
pit, 10 in preserving, supporting, and carrying through so "."a">' su('h extrean.' hazards,. 
unspeakable difficulties and discon.solatt'ness, and at last deh~erUl~ her ou~ ot them all, 
and 'her surviving children also. It WM a strange and a,maz~ng dispensation th~~ the 
Lord .houkl 10 afflict his precious 8('rVant and hand.mald: It was as strange. If not,
more, that he .bonld to bear up the' !!pirits of his servant un~er such bt'reaveOients~ 
and of hi!! band-maid under Ijuch captivity. travels, and hardship!! (much ~ har~ for 
fleah and blood) u be did. and at length ddiv.er and restore. Bu~ he wall ,their Sa\'IOU1', 
whQ ~th 'said, ., Wben thou pli8se~ thl'ough the waters, I will be With thee, and 
throUilh. ,tbe rivers. th", ,hall not ov, rflow th~: when tbou ,!alkt,lIt t~~,ough the fire, 
tp(H,J ~t,.uo.-be bumt, nor IIhall the flame kmdle upon thee" hal. xh,lI ~cr. 3; and 
apl_~r. u "I,fe wounckth, and hI" bands make wh~)It: .. he shall dehuer t.hee In s~x troubles. 
,)'~ :iQ, lenD thtre .ball DO evil touch the~ : 1 n famIDe he sha.1I reclee":, thee t,ro~ death; 
aD4.1tl war'froth tht: power of tbe sword," Job v, U~I 19. ~O, Methmk,s thiS dlspensa
tjon dOth bea:r' JO,We r.ctembJ;wcc to those of Jost'ph, D~Vld, and Daniel, yea, and o£~ 

, ' , -
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th~ I hrH' d.i1,lren too, the stories" whereof do repreaeiat us with the exce1lent textures 
01" I )1\JIlC Pccl\'icit'Il("e, ('urions pieces of divine work: and truly so doth this, and there
,; II"t: not 10 lit, t;..Ir~otten. but worthy to be exhibited to, and viewed and pondered by 
all that ciisdrun lint t.o considt:!" tile operation of his· hands. 

The works of the Lord (not only of creation, but of providence also, e'pecially those 
that do more peculiarly concern his dear ones, that are as the apple of his eye. as the 
&igoet ul)on his hand, the delight of his eyes, and the object of his tenderest care) are 
great, sought out of all those that have pleasure therein;_ and of these, verily, this is 
Done of the least. .. 

This narrative was penned by thi s gentlewoman herself. to be to her. memorandum 
-of God's clealillg with her, that she might never forget. but remem~er the same, and 
the !ievcral circumstances thereof, all the daies of her life. A pious scope, which de. 
serves hath commendation and imitation. Some friends having obtained a sight of it. 
could nnt out he so much aft'ected with the many passages of working Providence dis. 
cO\'et('d therein, as to judge it worthy of public view, and altogether unmeet that 8uch 
wurks of God should be hid from present and future generation; and th~reforc. though 
this genllewoman's modesty would not thrust it into the press, yet her gratihirle unto 
God made her not hardly perswadable to let it pass, that God might have his due glory, 
and otht'fS beJ;lelit by it as well as herself. 

I hOI)C "y this time none will cast any reflection upon this gentlewoman, on the 
·score of this pnhli14tion of her afflicliun and deliverance. I f any should, doubtless they 
may be reckoned with the nine Jepera, of'whom it is said. co \Vere tbere not ten cleansed? 
where are the nine?" but one returning to give God thanks. Let such further know, 
that this was a dispensa!ion of public note and of universal concernment; and so much 
the more, by how much the nearer this gentlewoman stood related to that faithful ser .. 
va.nt of God, whose capacity and employment was publick, in the hOllse of God, anel 
"his name. on that account, of a very sweet savour in the churches of Christ. Who is 
there of a true Christian spirit that did not look upon himself much concerned in this 
bereanment, this capti\'ity in the time thereof, and in this deliverance when it came, 
yea, mOl'e than in many others? And how many arc there to whum, so concerned, it 
.will doubtless he a very acceptable thing. to lice the way of God with this geutlewoman 
in the aJ~)rcsaid dispensation, thus laid out and pourtrayed lJefore their eyes. 

To conclude, ,,·'hate\'Cr allY <..:oy pbanta$ies may deem, yet it highly concerns those 
·that ha-\~c so deeply tasted how good the Lord is, to emluire, with David. " What shall 
I render to the Lord for all his benefits to me?' Psal. cxvi. 12. He thinks nothing too 
great; yea, heing sensible of his own disproportion to the due praises of God, he calls in 
help : .. O.magnifie the Lord with me, let ·us ·exalt hi, name together," P.al. xxxi\". 3. 
And it is but reason that our praises shou.1d hold proportion with our prayers; and that 
as many have helped together by prayer for the obtaining of this ·mercy, so· pr.s.isf8 
.should be returned by many on this bt:'half; and forasmuch a8 not the general, but par· 
ticular knowledge of things makes deepest impression upon the affections, this narra
ti\'e, particularizing the several passages of this providence, will not a little conduce 
thereunto: and therefore holy David, i8 order to the attainment of that end, account, 
himself cODceroed to declare what God had doae for his soul, Psal. lxvi. 16. "Come 
and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what God hath done for my loul," 
i. t!. for his life. See \'er, 9, JO. "He holdetb our soul io life, and 8uffers not our feet 
to be mo\'ed; tor thou our God hast Pt:Oved UI. : thou hast tried us, a.$ silver i. tried." 
Life·mercil"5 are heart.affecting mercies • . of-great ,impression and for(!f! te .ealal'8O·"iou8 
hearts in the praises of God, 80 that .ucb' Ene .. not how but to talk of 6od',·:aptt. 
and to speak of and publi.h hi. ",onder-ful works. Deep trouhlel, w~n the ... ~ 
.come in unto the soul. :are wont to produce· vows : vows ·mu·st be PlNh <~, It. h . ~ttet' 
.not "OW, thau to vow and n'Ot .pay." I mlly say, tha't aa ·Done knows wbat i~ is to 'fight 
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and ,purtU~ IUc!t·an en~y .• 8 this, but ,they that have fougl,t and pllrsutd them, &0 

none .can ImaglDt what It Hi to be captrated and enslaved to such Hlheist ical ,)roud 
wild, crueJ, barbarous, bTlitilSh, (i n one word, ) diabolical creatures as these, tire worst 
of t~e. heathen; n~r what difficulties, hardships, hazards, !iOfrOWS, anxit:tje~. and per. 
ple.xltles ~~ unavOidalJly ",ait upon slid I a ('onditiun, but those that have tried it. No 
~erJO':u Spirit tl~en (npecially knowing any thing of this gentlewoman's pitty) can 
Imagme .but that the vows of God are UpUII her. Excuse her then i f she CUP-'le thus into 
the publlck to pay those vows: come and hear what she hath to say . 

. 1 art! con~dent ~hat no friend of Divine Providcnce will Cl't'r repcnt his lime and 
pal~s spent ID readmg over these sheets, but will judge them wot:th perusing ol guin and 
again. 

Here, reader, you may see an instance of the sovereignty of God, who doth wh:lt he 
will with his own as well as others; ami who may say to him, What dost thou? Here 
you may see an instance of the faith and patience of the saints, u nd("r lile most heart
sinking tryals; here you may see the promises arc breast;, full of consolalion, when all 
the wo~ld besides is empty. and gives nothing Lmt sorrow; that God is iml<:cll the St!

pream Lord of the world, ru ling the most unruly, weakening the most cruel ::md ~
vage; granting his people mercy in the sight of the most unmerciful; curbing the 
lusts of the Olost filthy, holding the hands of the violent. (leJjn~ring the prey from the 
mighty, and gathering togetber the out-casts of Israel. Once and ag-ain, you have 
heard, but here you may see tflat power belongeth unto God, that our (jor! is the God 
of salvation, and to him belong the issues from death; that our God is in the heavens, 
and doth whatc\'cr pleases him, Here JOU ha\'c Samson's riddle exemplified, and thnt 
grt'at promise, Hom. viii. 28, ycrifietl; "Out of the eater comes forth mC;It, and sweet· 
lIess out of the strong ;" the worst of evils working together for the best good, H ow 
evident is it that the Lord hath made this gentlewoman a gainer by all this affiiction, 
that .!Iht: can say, 'Tis goou for her, yea, better that she hath been, than she should I\ot 
lla\'e been thus afflicted. 

Oh huw doth (jod shi ne forth in such things .. 5 these I 
R eader, if thou geltest no good by stich a declaration as this, the fault mU,st needs 

be thine own. Read, therefore, peruse, pontier, and from hence Jay up something from 
the experience of another, against thine own tum comes, that so thou also, through 
patience and consolation of tile scripture, mayest have hopt, 

r ER AmcuJI. , 

A Narrative of Ihe Captivity anti RUloratioli if Airs ~la,.y Rou·lalldson. 

On the tenth of February, t6i5, came tlle Indi:lns .with great, nurnbrf3 upon Lan~ 
caster. Their first coming was aoout sun-rising- H ear.ng the n,Olsc of some gUll S, we 
looked out; several housc$ were burning, ;md the smoke Ilscclldmg to hea\re,u. TJ~ct'e 
were five persona taken ill olle Iiouse, the father anti til e motllr~, and . a Sl.IC,k,llIg f!III(~, 
they kuoclc'd on the head; the other two they took, .md carned ~\uy all\c. Iltele 
were two others, who, being out of their garrison ullOn some occaSion, were set Up~1I ; 
one was knock'd on the head, tbe other cscapf:d. Another there w~s, ~\:ho, run!)~lIg 
along, wu Ihot and woundt!d. and fell down ; he hegged of the,? Ius hie, I'ro'.",sl~lg 
them mOe':f.' (as they tohJ DICi) but the.>: would ~ot hearken to him, b~t ~nock:d hun 
c;m ,tlH: b ,ltripped hiro uaked, and sphtopen hut bowels. A~other, secmg Dlany of 
the Illdianl about bis barn, ventured and went out, but \Va!llJ~lckly ~1,lO t tio":u. T beri: 
wei1i rt·bree othtrs belonging to the same garrison who were killed. .. he Indians, ge~
tfDg v.p:,.a.tpoa.·thc roof of the barn, had advantage to slioot down up~n them over theft 
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fortification. Thus these murtberoua wretchea went. OD, burniDg and destroying before 
them. 

At length they came and beset our own house. and cluicklv it was the clol~fuite~t day 
tbat ever mine eyes laW. The bouse stood ufon the edge of II. hill: some lIf the : Ilrlianl 
got hf'hind the hill, others into the barn, ant others behind any thing that woulrl shel
ter them; from all which places tbey shot against the hou8e. 1<iO that the bullets ~eemed 
to fly like hail; and quickly they wounded one man among us, thea anutl\t'~r. and 
then a third. t\bout two hours (according to my ob,ervation in that amazing tillle) 
t.hey had beeD about the house lJt::fore they could prevail to fire it, (which th.ey did with 
flax and hemp. which they bronght out of the bHrn. and there bein.!:: n~ defence about 
the house. ool{two flankers, at two opposite corners, and one of them not finished). 
They fired it once, and one ventured out and quenched it; but they quickly fired it 
again. and that took. Now is that dreadful hour come that I have often heard of, (iu 
the time ufthe war, as it was the case ,?f others,) but now miDe eyes see it. Some in 
our house wete fighting for their lives. others wallowing in their blood; the house on 
fire over our heads, and the ·bloody heathen ready to knock us 011 the head if we stirred 
out. Now might we hear mothers and children crying oul tor themselvt'8 and one ano
ther, II Lord, what shall we do?" Then I took my children (and one of my sisters. hers) 
to go forth and leave the house; but as soon as we came to tbe (Ioor and appeareri, the 
Indians shot so thick that the bullets rattled agaiD!St the bouse as if 'one had laken an 
handful of stones aud threw them, so that we: wefe: fain to give back. We had six stout 
dogs belonging to our garrison. but nonc of them would stir, thuugh anutheor I ime, if 
an Indian had come to the door. they were ready to fly upon him, and tear him ,]U\vn. 
The Lord hereby would make liS the more to acknowledge his hand, and to SI;'C that 
our help is always in him. But out we must go, the fire increa:.ing and coming along 
behind us foaring. and the Indians gaping before us with their guns, spears, and hat. 
chets to devour us. No lOODer were we out of the hou!Se but my brother-in· law (being 
before wounded, in defending the house. in or near the throat) tell down dead, whereat 
the Indians scornfully shouted and hallowed, and were presently upon him, stripping 
oft' his clothes. The bullets flying thick, ODe went thorow my side, and tlw lULQle 

(as would seem) thorow the bowels and band of my dear child in my arms One of my 
eldest sister's children (named William) had then his leg broken, which the Indians 
perceiving, they koock'd him ~n the head. ThUJ were we bUkhered h.v those mt'rci. 
less heathen, standing amazed. with the blood running down to our heelrs. My elder 
sister, being yet io tbe bOUle, aod seeing those woful sighta. the inftdels hauling mo~hers 
one way and children another, and some wallowing in tbc:ir blood, and her elder SOD 

telling her that <her .on) William was dead, and myself was wounded •• he said. "And, 
Lord. let me die with them t .. which was no sooner said but she was struck with a bul .. 
Ic~ and fell down dead over tb. thre.bold. I bope Ihe i. reaping tbe fruit of her good 
labours. , being faithful to the service of God in her place. In her yquoger years she lay 
under much trouble upon spiritual accounts. till it pleased God to wake that preciouf 
scripture take hold of her heart, i£ Cor. xii. 9, U And be said unto me, My grace is suf~ 
Dcient for thee!' More than tweDty yea~ after, I have heard her tell how '.weet aDd 
comfortable that place was to her. But to Fe.torn: the Indians laid hold of us, pu~li.n'g, 
me one way aod the children another, and said, II Come. go along ~ith us," I told 
them they would kill me. Tbey lUlIwercd, If I were wilting to go along witbtbeui. 
they would not hurt me. ' . . 

o tbe doleful 'ight tbat now wu to behold at thi' house! ," Come. beqold 'the ';'P;1\s 
of the, Lord, what desolation be bas ,modi in, 1». earth.' 01 t/>irtl'eyto P!""'nt, ,",1>0.; 
were to thiS one house, DODe escaped either p~Dt deatb .OI: a blt~r capuYlty, ·qve. 
ooly ODe, wbo might aay .. be. lob i. 15 ... And I o.)yain eocaped a)one to, tell ~, . . . . . . . . . " .. 
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news,", There w~re tw~lve kiUed, some shot, some stabb'c1 with their 'pe:!.rs, some 
k~ock d. down with th~~r hatchets. 'Vhen we are i~ prosperity, oh lIw little t1mt we 
thl~k ot sueh dreadful sl~hts; and to see our dear fnends and relations lip. Mecrling out 
tb.clr beart·blood upon. the ground! There was olle who was chopped into the head 
with a.hatchet, and strlpp'd naked, and yet was crawling tI(l and down. It was a so .. 
]~mn sight to see so many Christians iying in their blood, some here and some there, 
Itke a company of sheep torn by wolves; all of them stript naked hy it company of hell. 
hounds, roaring, singing, fal1ti.ng, a~d insulting, as if they would 11<1.\"': tOrl1 our yery 
Iteartl out; yet the Lord. by his almighty power, preserved a number of us from death 
for there \\'ere ' twenty.t~ur I!fus tak~n alive, and carried captive. ' 

I had often before thiS said, that If the Indians should come I should chuse rather 
to1.>e ki!led .hy them than taken alive; but ~h,en it came to the trial my mind changed; 
tbelr ghttermg weap~ns so daunted my SplTlt, that I chose rather to go along ,"'ith 
those (as I may say) ravenous bears, than that moment to end my rlaics. And that I 
1'I!ay the better declare what happened to me during that grievolls captivity, I shall par
ticularly speak of the several removes we had up and down the wildetlless. 

1'1te first Remov(.-Now away we must go with those barbarous creatures, with our 
bodiE'S wounded and bleedmg, an,'I our hearts no less than OUr bodies. About a mite 
we went that night, up upou a hm, within sight of the town. where they intended to 
IOflge. There was hard by a vacant house; (deserted by the English ltetore for fear of 
the ludians;) r asked them whether I might not lodge in the house that night? to 
which they answered, U What, will you love English .. meo !;till?" This was the dole. 
fullest night that ever my eyes saw: oh the roaring, aud singing, and dancinO', anel 
yclljn~ of those black creatures in the night, which made the place a lively reseniblancc 
of hell! And as miscrJ.ble was the waste that was there made of horses, cattle, sheep. 
swine, calvt'5, lambs, roasting yig5, and fowls, (which they had 1)lundered ill lhe town, ) 
some toasting. some Iyiug ant burning, and !)olne bayling, to feed our merciless ene
mies, who Wl'rc jovful enough. thoucrh we were disconsolate. To add to the doleful
ness of the former '(lay, and the dismalness of the presellt night, my thoughts ran upon 
my 1()~"Ses and sad bereaved condition. All was goue ; my husband gone, (at least se
parated from me. be being in the Bay, and, to add to my grief, the Indians told m(· 
they would kill him as he came homeward.) my children gone, my rdations ane! friend :
gone. our house and home, and all our comforts within door Bnd without, all was gone, 
(except my litt-,) and I knew not but the next moment that might. go too. 

There remained nothing to me but oue poor woullded babe, and lt seemed at presenl 
worse than death that !t was in ~uch a pi.titul coudi~ion! besp,Cilking compaSSi?", and f 
bad no refreshing for It, nor sUltable thlllgs to revive It. Little do many tlunk what 
is the savageness and brutishness of this barbarous enemy, e'·en tbose that seem to 
profess more than olhers among them, wIlen tbe English have fallen into their hands. 

Those seven that were killed at Lancaster the summer before, upon a Sabbath·day, 
and the one that was afterward killed upon a week day, were slain and manglCd iu a 
barbarous manner by one·eyed John, and Ma-rlberough's praying Indians, which Capt. 
Mosely brougbt to lloston. as the Indians told me. 

The ItColitl Rtmovt.-Dut now (the next morning) I must turn my back upon the 
town aud travel with them into the vast aDd desolate wilderness, I know not whither. 
It is ~ot my tongue or pen can express the sorro\V~ of my. heart and bitterness of my 
.pirit tlut.t. J had at t,his d~parture: bu.t ~od \Va.!! w.lth me J~ a ~oDt1erful manlier, ~r: 
rying me .along, and bearmg up my Spirit, that. It did not qUl~e fall. One o~,the Indla,us 
-carried Inl r1>r wounded babe upon a horse: I t w.:!ot nluanmg all along, I shall dl~. 
I shaH die I I Jeot 00 foot after it, with sorrow that cannot be ~~prest. At .lengLh I 
took it off'tlle hone, and carried it io my arms, till my strt·ngtl~ fil:1Ied. and I tell down 
Wttb,iL TheA tbellCt me upon a horse, with O1y wouDdc:d chilli JO my lap; aud there 
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being no furniture upon the horte back, 88 we were going.dowD ,. ateep hi11, we both 
fell o,'cr the horses head, 1'It which they, like inhuman creatures, Jaught, and rejoiced 
to see it, though I thought we should there have ended ollr dayes, as overcome with 
80 many dilliculties. Hut the Lord renewed my strength still, and carried me Mlons-, 
that 1 might see more of his power, yea, so Dluch that I could never have thought of 
had I not experienced it. 

After this it (luickly began to snow; and when night came on they atopt, and noW' 
down I must sit in the snow, (by a little fire and a few boughs hehind me,) with my 
sick child in Illy lap, and calling much for water, being now (thorough lhe ,,'ound) 
fallen into a violent fc,oer; (my own wound also growin~ so stilf that I could scarce 
sit down or rise up;) yet so it must be, that I must sit all this cold winter night upon 
the cold snowy ground, with my sick child in my arms, looking that e\"cry hour wtmld 
be the last of its life, amI having no Christian friend near mc, either to comti.wt or 
1Jelp me. Oh I may see the wonderful power of God, that m, spirit did not utterly 
sink under my affliction !-litill the Lord upheld me with his gracious and merciful 
spirit, and we were both alive to see the light of the next morning. 

The third &mot1c.-The morning being come, they prepared to go on their way. 
One of the Indians got uf. upon it horse, aud they set me up behind him, with my poor 
sick babe in my Jap. A ,'cry wearisome and tedious day 1 had of it, what with my 
own wound, and my cbild's being so exceeding sick, and in a lamentable condition 
with her wound. It RUlY easily be judged what a poor feeble condition we were in, 
there being.not·the least crumb of refreshing that came within either of our mouths 
from Wednesday night to Saturday night, except only a little col(1 water. This day in 
the afternoon, about an hour by SUD, we came to the ~Ii\ce where they intended, 
"Viz. an Indian town called Wenimesset, northward of Quabaug. When we were come, 
oh the numher of pagans (now ulerciless enemies) that there ('aUle about me, that ( may 
&ay 8S David, Psal. xxvii. U, "1 had faint<.'tI, unlells 1 had believed," &c. The next 

. day wa~ the Sabbath: I then remembered how care1ess 1 had heen of Goo's holy time; 
how many Sabbaths 1 had lost and mispent, and how evilly J had walked in God's 
light, which lay so close upon my spirit, that it was easie tor me to see how righteous 

. it was with God to cut oft' the thread of my life, and cast me out of his presence for 
c,'er. Yet the Lord stiiJ shewed mercy to me, and upheld me; and as he wounded me 
with olle hand, so he healed me with the other. This day there came to me one Robert 
Pepper, (a man belonging to Roxbury,) who was taken in Capt. Beers his fight, and had 
been now a considerable time with the Indians, and up with them almost as tar as AI. 
bany, to see Krng Philip, as he told me, and was no\v very lately come wilh them into 
these parts. Hearing, I say, that I was in tbis Indian town~ he obtained leave to come 
and see me. He told me ue himself was wounded in the leg. at Capt. Beers his fight, 
and· was Dot able I.Ometime to go, but as they carried him, and that he took oaken 
1eaves and laid to his wound, and through the blessing of God he was able to travel 
again. Then I took oaken leaves a.nd laid to my side, and with the blessing of God it 
cured Die also j yet before the cure was wrought, I may .say as it is ill Psal. xxxviii. 
5,6, U My wounds stink and are corrup~, I am troubled, I am bowed down.s,reatly, I 
go 'mourning aU the day long." I 8&te, m~cb alone with a poor wounded Clllid in my 
lap, which mourned night and day. baving notbing to revi,'c the body or chear the 
spiritg of her j but, instead of that, sometimes one Indian wonldcome aDd teU me·one 

. 110m, And your master will knock your cbild ,in the head, and theD a second, and then 
a third. Your master will quickly knock. your cbild in the head. . 

This was the comfort I had from. them j miserable comforlerl are ye aU, as he said~ 
Thus nine dayes I sat upon my knees, wit.b my babe .in my lip, till my flesh ·was raw 
again. · My child, being.even ready to depart this IOJTOwful world, they bad me carry 
it out to another wigwam; (1IUppoae ·bcclusc they "wld Dot be troubled with IUCb. 
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spec:tac1e~;) whither I went with a very heavy heart, and down I sate "'ith the picture 
of death III ~y lap. i\.hout two hours in the night, my sweet habe, like li lamb, tle~ 
p~rtcd this lire, on Feb. 18, 1675, it being about six years aDd five months old. It was 
!1l11e dayes (from the first wounding) in this miserable condition, without any 1'cfresh
lIlg of nne nature or other, exeept a little cold water. I cannot but take notice how 
at another t ime, J could not hear to be in the room whcre any dead person W35 ' but 
llOW the. case is changed; I must and could lye down by my t1ea(1 babe. side LJy' side. 
all the flight after. I have thought since of the wonderful gootl ness of God to me, ill 
prescr\ling me so iu the use of my reason and senses in that clistresscd time, that 1 did 
not use wicked and'violent Ineans to end my own miserable life. 1n the morning. wbell 
they understood that my child was dead, they sent for me home to my master's wi ,,'
warn, (by Illy master, in this writing, must be understood QU3unopill, who was a Sa~
gamon:, aud marrietl King Philip's wife's sister> not. that he first took me, but T \\'~~ 
solei to him by another Narrhaganset Indian. who took me when first 1 came out of 
the garrison). I went to take up my dead chi ld in my arms to carry it with me, but 
t hey bid me let it alone j tht're wat> no re~isting, but go I must antllcuvt: it. Whtll 1 
llad been a while at my master's wigwam. J took the 6rst opportunity I could get tu 
go look after my dead child. Whfn I came, I asked them what they had done with it . 
'l'hE::y told me it was upon the hill ; then they went and shewed me where it was, 
where 1 saw the ground was newly digged, and there they told me they had burit:d it ; 
there I left that child in the v.'ilderness, ann must commit it, and my~elf al9o, in th ;!!! 
wilderntss condition, to Him who is abore all. God hav ing taken away thi3 dear child . 
1 wtntlu see my daughter Mary. who was at this sam<, Indian tOWll, at a wigwam nol. 
very far ott: though we had little lilJerty or opportunity to see one another: she was 
:lbout tell years old , and" taken from the door at first by a pra.ying 111(1ian, and after
ward sold for a gun. When 1 came in sight shc would rail a-weeping, at whi('h they 
were provoked, and would not let me come near her, but bade me he gone, which W;I S 

a heart--cutling word to Ole. ] had one child dead, another in the wilderness I knew 
llOt where, the third they would not let me come ncar to: H Me (as he said) have ~'C 
bereaved of my children; Joseph is not, and Simcon is not, and ye will take Benjamin 
also. all these th ings are again:!t me." I could not sit still in this condition, hut hpl. 
walking from one place to another; and as I was going along, my heart was even OVl'I"

whelmed with the thoughts of my contlition. and that I IIhould have children anti <i 

nation which I knew not ruled over them; whereupon I earnestly intreated the Lord 
that he would consider my low estate, and shew me a tokcn for good, and, if it wcre 
bis blessed will, some sign and hope of some relief; and indeed quickly thl: Lord all~ 
tiwered., in some measure, my poor prayer; for, as I was going up and down, mourning 
and lamenting my condi tion, my son Cilme to me, and asked mt how J did. 1 Imd not 
seen him before siuee the destruction of the town, and] knew not where he wa!l lill I 
was infonned by himself, that he was amongst a smaller parcel of 1 mlians, whose plac~ 
was about six miles ofl'. With teats in his eYf's, he asked me whether hi s sister Sarah 
was dead. and told me he had seen his sister Mary; and prayed me that J would lIot 
be troubled in reference to himself. The occasion of hi$ coming to sec me at this time 
was this : ~There was, as I said, about six miles from us a sma ll plantation of Indians. 
where iL seems he had been during his capli"ity; and at this tinll' there were some 
forces of the Indians gathered out of our company, and some also from them, (amongst 
wbom was my IOn's master,) to go to assault ami burn Medfield: in this lill lt! of ttle 
absence of his Dluter, his ·dame brought him to see me. J took Ibis to Lt! some gra· 
cious answer to my eatDCst aad unfeigned d('~i rf'. The next day, VI Z. to th is, lhe Ju
d ians returned from "Medfield, (all the companv, for those that helonged to the other 
IImaller company came thorow the town that now \l'e wtre at ). But befort: they came 
to UI. ,oh the outragious roaring and hooping tllat there was! They began thtir uiQ. 
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