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CHAPTER III. 

STATE OF ARABIA FROM THE I!EPAJ1TURE OF ABRAHAM TO THE 

DEATH OJ.' JOD. 

Abraham quits U'r of the Chalclees.-The Patriarch proce('(ls from lUran 
to DamlUlcn~, Palesliue, and Eb'YPt.-St>uJement of Abraham amI LoL­
I nvw.ion and J)i~comfi'ure of the AS!<yrian Kings.-Marcl, of the latter 
through the J)C>oert.-Dc~trucrion uf Sodam from uatural awl supernatural 
cauSl..'!l.- The Allianc(> of Lot's DaughtcJ'Ji with ti,e people of th£' COllUtry. 

origiuates.the Moabitl'S and Ammonite<!.-Birth of 1 911lna~J and lsaa.c.­
.Expulsinn of Ihe furmt-T.-Terri tory of IshmaN's Descclldant.!!.-The 
SOilS of Ketural, and the l\1idian ites.-State of Egypt from the time of 
Abraham In that of Jost'ph.- Historical interest of Egypt.-Invasioll of 
the Hyk-sos, part comiug through Abys.~inia.-T1Lt·ir Dominion in Egypt, 
and Period of their J<:).pulsion.- The ~mlj of Roau occopy Mount Seir.-
1t:Iiugled People of Arabill..-Amlllekit(!S, Edomites, Saracens, &c.-The 
IIorites. J<~liphllZ the Temanitc.-PO!Iition of tl,e Land of Uz.-Period 
of Job's Trial.-The Localities about O'rftih correspond with the circum­
stances ill the book of ,Iob.-State of Knowlt>dge in Arabia in the time of 
,Tob.-Thc Tob~'j of Yemen.-Expedition of the J:iimyarilesiuto Central 
Asia.-Samarcand fouuded.-Language and wrilten Cliaracter of the 
l.Iimyarites.-Inscriptions found in Yemen, also at I.Ii~n Gllonib. Na~b­
el.~ajar. &e., anti others near ~n':i -Art:l-es-Saba, or Land of SabU..­
J:Iimyarl Insl"ription {oulld "eaf 'Aden.-Truces of that People in 
distant coulltries.- The Hebrew Language, its Cogllates and written 
Cbaracter. 

THE settlement of the principal branch of the Shemitic people Abraham', 

in the central and southern parts of Arabia, as detailed in the ~re ao. 

preceding Chapter, was at no distant period followed by the ~t 
occupation of the north-western extremity of the ~ninsula by 
another section of the same race. The posseIsion of Palestine 
afterwards took place; and this ~vent had in the 8eque~ the 
greatest influence upon the state of the neighbouring nations, 
more particularly on the empires of Egypt and A .. yria. 

The depa.rture of Abraham for the promised land, became 
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62 ABRAHAM'S DEl'ARTURE FROM U'H. [CHAP, m. 

one of the most interesting events recorded In the Old Testa· 
mcnt; but the previous TPnloval of the patri5rch from Lower to 
Upper Mesopotamia, has 110t been distinguished with sufficient 
clearness, from the SUbf;('qllcnt joul'm'y which he made by Di\,ine 
command from Hlirall. 

Alludillg to the former, Josephus gives as the cause of this 
change of rcsidcllC'c, that the patriarch Terah hated Chaldea, 
on aCCOl1l1t of the loss of hi s .son Haran; I who di(·d in the 
presence of Tcrah his father, ill the land of his ,nativity, in V'l' 
of the Chaldet's.2 But cls('whl're be alludes to another and a 
more powerful reason, vi?., an oppositioll excited by the 
Chasdim of Mesopotamia. Thi~ took plate at {J'r, the birth· 
place of Abraham, ~ "ho is thus partieularly described by 
Berossus, without Lt:illg artuaily nailled: "After thc Dduge, 
in the tenth gClleration, thert' was a ct'rtail! man alliong the 
Chaldeans, renowncd for his jllsti{'e and great exploits, and 
for his skill ill thc ('('It'~tial sciellces."· The lattt'r cir­
cumstance apparently gav(' umbrage to the hierarchy of 
Babylonia, whirh was 110 doubt illcrcaseu by til(' opposition 
of the patriarch to tl1Cir t\o('trillcs; for hc not only in-

Hi8.knowletlgeculcated the "reat truth tha.t tiwre is hut OIiC God tht: Creator 
-~. , 
enwl:t. of Ibe of the universe, anu taught that if other gods {'ontribute ill 

Cb_l ~ allY way to the happiness of mankind, it is by I,lis appointment, 
and not by their own powcr;~ but according to another authority, 
he proct;!eded to sci fire to the tcmple of the idols in U'r ofthe 
Cba1de~ and Harall, his brother, h.aving gOlle in to extinguish 
the fire, was there consumcd.a 

It is also stated by Mu1)ammedan writers, that Abraham 
refused to continue his former vocation of selling images for . 
Aur or Terah, his father;7 and elsewhere it appears that he 
opposed the astrology of the day; maintaining that the hea-

I J08., Ant., Jib. I., cap. vi. 
I GeD., ebp. Xli. v. 28, "Bellamy'a translation. 
• EuMb., Pntp. Evan., lih. IX., cap. iv., from Eupolemus. 
• Ibid., lib. IX., cap . .lVii. 
I Joe., Aut., lib. L, cap. vii., compared with Zooare., Armales, tome 1. 

p. 22, Paria, 1686. . 
• 'Abu-J-Faraj, Hiat. Dynast., p. 11. BruUI aDd Kirch, Leip'lc, 1188. 
f BibJietbeque OrieMale, Alu. Azar, and Mllt-annul'd !.It -de :u:tUk-Cala 



CHAP. IlL] )fiS ARRIVAL AT HARAN. 63 

venly bodies were subservient to Him who commands them; Abraham 

to whom alone meb ought to offer honour and thanksgiving.' S:=. 
Abraham having been converted by a special revelation to 

the true faith" from which his family had departed, in the way 
so particularly described by Epiphanius;' or (as it is elsewhere 
expressed), "del ivered from the fire of the Chaldeans."· and 
the patriarch and his kindred being determintd to abandon 
idolatry, and no longer "to follow the gods of their fathers,"~ 
they rClllovcll" to anothcr part of' the country; or, as it is more 
clearly expressed ill Bcriptnre, "they (Tcrab and Abraham, 
&c.) went fbrth from U'r of the Chaldees' lto go to the land of 
Canaan; so they caIne to HiraTl, and dwdt there.'" 

Accordi llg to the chronology given by Jos(~phus, this event Epoeh ofbi. 
. departure 

took place 4:l0 years after thto D elugc, alld 1020 years anterIor {ro~ M~'8<Ipo· 
to the buiJUing of S olomon's telllple.' Commentators differ taWIL 

very littIt! regardi!!!; the la t.t.er period j and adopting that of 
Crossthwaite.~ the uepa rturc of Abraham from M~opot.amia in 
the yt'ar 2U31 D.C., \\ ill occome a <:flrdinal point to determine 
the sllbst'qucllt ua tes, which will be chiefly takcn from those of 
the valuable historian of th~ J ews. ~ 

lleiug now settled at such a distance as H aran, Abraham and 
hi~ family could freely follow tIle purer light which had been 
handed down through Sht::m j and the preservation of that 
light was thenc~furth specially entrusted to them. 

The change of r C'si dcllce is distinctly mentioned as having 
taken place in the sixtieth YCR.r of the patriarch, and 1:1.8 he was 
sevcnty-five when he quitted his fat.her's house, it follows thatB.C.~OlS .. 

• Jos., An!. , lib. I., cap .... ii., al!oO Zonare~ , Annales, tome 1., p. 22. 
I Acts, chap. VII., .... 2. 
• .. AIJd from the time!! of 'l'harra, tile fathpr of Abraham, they introduced 

imtlges,..lId all the erron of idolatry, honouring their forefathera nud their 
departed yretmessors with effigies which they fashioned nfter their likeness. 
They fi rst made these effigies of earthenware, but aften'ards they lICulptured 
them in stone, and cut them in silver and gold, and w:rougbt them in wood 
alld other kinds of materials."-Ano. Fragment&, by I. 'Pl'8!ltoo 001}', EIMI., 
p.65. 

·2 Esdnut, chap. IX., v. 7. • Jud.itb, chap. V., v. 6, 7. 
• GeD., chap. Xl., v. 81. 
r Ant., lib. VIII.,...p. iii., tee. 1. 
I C,*,t»wW,o'. Synchronology, &e.. Parker. Loudo&, 1819. 



64 ABRAHAM PROCEEDS TO CANAAN. [CHAP, ill. 

braham . _ ~ he had remained above fourteen years at that city 1 before he 
ao.»mpaDleu 
b,..aDumenllLl departed thence to perform the higher duttes which had been 
IlIlte. commanded/ Taking, tlwreforc, Sarai his wifeo, ' and Lot his 

brother's son, with all their substallce,.and the souls they had 
gotten ill Harall, Ahraham now wellt forth to go iuto the land 
of Canaall.~ This portion of ~aercrl history mCTltions the fact 

very briefly j but from later circulUstances it is evident that, in 
quitting Haran, Abraham was ~ccolilpallied hy a cOllsiderable 
body of people, such as would form a Inrge tribe in the present 
day, which is an important circumstance in cOJlllcxion with the 
increase of the Hebrew people. 

He is WLd to It is expressly statc1.i that Abraham <'<lnll' with all army from 
ha~e r1!lgDl'<l 
at J)au.dCU&. the r e!:!,ioll situated allow Babylon, thflt of the Chaldees, and 

feign l.'<i as It stranger or fort.:igner ill Damas('us, where, even 
now, his ualDC is celrbrated, alld a part of the town shown 
wl1id1 is called the dwelling of Abraham. It is added, that IlQt 

long afterwards he remo\- cd with his people to the region then 
called Khananea, but now J Ildea .~ I<'rolll this (,Ity, which is 
said to have been founded by a sovcl'eign callt:d Marsuphus, Of 
EI Murephus, about twellty years hcfore the patriarch was 
born/ Abraham took as his steward ml inhabitant namro 
Eleazer;' but shortly after his arrival, in (,Oll~cqut'ncc of a ' 
grievous famine, the party pro('coocd from Jud~a into Egypt. 

B.C IIOU. Being highly esteemed for his wisdom, Abraham, as we are 
informed, greatly ingratiated himself with the people, by COIll­

Aritbll:letie municating to them a knowledge of the art<;, particularly of 
:~-:::':DlY arithmetic and astrooomy, which were thus brought from the 
the Egyptian&. Cbaldeans iuto Egypt, and from thence carried into Greece. H 

I 'Ab6.I-Faraj, Hist. Dynast., p. IS, compared with Philo Jud8!U8, 16, 
Migrath. Abrah. p, 415. 

• "Now .Jehovah had said to Abraham, go forth from thy land, ~ from 
tby kindred, alJd from th~ household of thy fatilel'8, t o the land which I will 
Ihow thee." This conSE'quently refers to a time anterior to his removal 
from U'r.-Goo., ('hap, XII., v 4, Bellamy'l! translation . 

• Gen., chap. XII. 4 Ibid. , v. IL 
l NicolaUll DamascentlS, lib. IV., Historiarum. 
• 'Ab6.1.Faraj, Hist. Dynaat., p. 13. 1 Gen., chap. XV., v. 2. 
• A.n1l&1ee. JohanniB Zona.re8, tome I" p. 22, Paris, 1686, oompBl"ed witb 

Joe., Ant., lib. I., cap. viii. ; Euaeb., Pnep.,lib. IX., Clop :cvi.; St. Angllltin, 
' lib. XVIII, cap. xuvu" de Civil Dei. 
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From this incidental circumstance it is evident, that the stat.c of 
knowledge on the banks of the Nile was at this time inferior to 
that of the Chaldeans j or, in other words, that the Babylonians 
had made cOllsiderable-progress during the interval between the 
departure of the first settlers towards Egypt and that of 
Abraham. 

AftRr continuing about five years imparting this knowledge 
to the Egyptians, Abraham and L ot, btking all their substance, 
retraced their' steps into Judpa; where an amicable separation B.c. 2009. 

speedily took place. Finding their flockR much too great for 
the country, L ot chose in conscquenc(' the fertile pasture-ground ~~:~!t 
lying eastward of the river Jordan, and Abraham scttk·d more =.::~ 
to the westward, in the promised land ; namely in the plains of 
Mamre, ncar H ebron. Shortly after the establishment of' the 
former patriardl amongst the descendants of Ham. a circum-
stance occurred which has a particular historical interest, since 
it not only shows that a constant intercourse was maintained 
between this part of the country and Babylonia, but also that 
the Assyrian dominion, founded by Nimrud, extended to the 
borders of Syria and I)"lestine, mId most likely included those 
countries also. 

Previous to the settlement of Lot, and whilst Abraham, then 
in his seventy-fi~t year, was still at Haran, the war of Chedor­
Iaomer commenced, I and the Assyrians having made a hostile 
inroad. im)osed a tribute on this 11art of the country, as well as 
the adjoining territory of Syria. This appears to have been 
regularly paid during the succeeding twelve years; 1 but a 
reLcHion in the thirteenth year caused a ,rcsh illvasion, and ~;~r or 
Tidal or Thade], bearing the high-sounding A ssyrian title of 
King of Nations, marched at the head of the chief princes Ofa.c.1lOO8, 

hig terr-itDries-namely, Cbedorlaomer, king of the Elamites; 
Amraphael, king of Shinarj an<\ Arioch,~ king of Ellasar, in 
Assyria; and smote the Rephairns in Ashreroth Karnaim, and 
the Zmilll8 in Ham, the Emlins in the valley of Kiriatha'im, 
the people of J ebe] J elad, rmd the Horeeans or Horites of 

I 'A.bft.l_F~ Silt. Dynut., p. lL I Jos., Antiq., lib. I. cap. ix. 
I Major Rawlinson, ntl. IX., p. 47, of Royal Geographical Journal, and 

Judith; chaf- L, v. 6-
VOL.lL F 



66 DISCOMFITURE OF THE KINGS OF ASSYRIA. [CHAP. 1lI. 

Mount Seir; and having pushed their qnqucsts along the 
northern side of Wad! El 'Arabah as far as the wilderness of 
Paran, and towards the ,;hores of the Mediterranean, smiting 88 

they returned by Eumishpat (Kadcsht all the country of the 
Amalekites, likewise that of the Amorites in Hazezon-tamar, 

~d ~bIoql'nt they finally entered what was then called the vale of Siddim, 
U1".SlOD of the - b 
Auyrb.us. or the woodland valley. Here they encountered and vanqUIs ed 

JU.o&eue of Lot 
and mreting 
.. ithM~l­
chiaedek. 

the assembled filrccs of the kin~ of Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, 
Zebolll1, and Bela or Zoar, taking all their. substance; and 
amongst other captives was Lot, the ally of these kings.' 

On receiving intelligence of'this successful invasion. Abraham 
ha..,tily armed hi" followers, cmd hting supported by the forces 
brought by Malllre, Eshcol, and Aller, he overtook the Assy­
rians on the fifth night at Dan, Ilcar one of the sources of the 
J orelan, and bdol'c they had even time to arm, he put them to 
the route, and continued a dose pursuit till they were again 
'Overtaken on the sceon() day at I]obah, on the left hand. or north 
of Damascus. Hcre, as~ th\"' fruits of a complete victory, 
Abraham and his allies, ill additioll to the spoil, rescued Lis 
relative a,<; well as the captive Sodomites; and it was in return­
ing ill triumph that the patriarch was welcomed by Melrhi­
zedck, the king of Solyma (IlOW cailed Jerusalem), a most 
ancient city.' It may here be observed, that. as the death of 
8hcm occurred about 502 years after the Flood, it is quite 
possible, as already hint.f'rl· (p. :.!7), that the king of Salem may 
have been that patriarch himself; to whom, as the high-priest 
of God,' the expulsion of the people of' Ham must have been 
peculiarly acceptable. 

It has been inferred from the limited number of men .stated 
to be with him (318), that Abraham repelled a mere foray, or, 
at most, a partial inroad of the Assyrians; but if these were 
the men regularly armed and. trained, and if aD estimate be 
formed on the moderate scale of four unarmed persons to each 
of these. his followers would number about 1600. Moreov~. it 

1 J08ephUl, lib. I., cap. ix., compared with Gen., chap. XIY .• v. I to Ii. 
a.lJd ZoJW'8S, Annaies, tome I., pp. 21, 22 . 

• Zooat'elll, Annales. tome I"~ p. 2J . 
• JOtI.} lib. I., cap . .t., and Geo., chap. XIV .. v. 18, 19. 



CHAP. m.] DESTRUCTION OF SOI>OM. 67 

must be rememberpd, that the patriarch's means were not con~ A, ....... U •••• 
{' () o .. en ........ 

fined to the number of his own fonowers, but included the aflie.. 

Arnori~ led by the contederate chiefs already mentioned, who 
• probably brought a considerable force into the field. It is not, 

therefore, difficult to imagillc that a retreating horde, encum~ 
berffi. with captives, spoil, &C., and necessarily covering an 
extensive space, might be completely routed by the sudden and 
judicious attac.k made at Dan by night, when eastern people are 
seldom prepared to r csiRt ar enemy. This RUCCC'SS was followed 
by a close pursuit, and a second victory at Bohah. The route 
taken on this occasion by the retr(·ating Assyrians was ev idently 
different from that by which thC'y had advanced against the 
kings of Sod am. For the Cushite trib('s all the borders having 
made common cause with the latter, thc Assyrians, instead of Advance abd 

passing through the cultivated tract ill the 1i~le of Bohah and T':Y':I:~he 
Dan, which would have affordt'<1 to the invaded timl1 to 
assemble their forces, chose tht,> shorter and more direct route' 
of' the Desert ; then, as has just hC(,ll mentioned, by skirting 
the borders of the wilderness, the U cphaims, Zuzims, and the 
five kings of the territory now occupied hy Lake Asphaltitcs, 
being overcome in succession, the invaders followed .,the valley 
of' the Jordan to Dan, and thtmce along the western side of 
Damascus to Hobah, where their final destruction took place. 

About tbree years after the skilful rescue of Lot, I shmael D.c.200~ 
was born, in the encampment between Kadesh and Bered;1 and 
thirteen years subsequently th\! fair portion of territory occupied 
by Lot, was the scene of the most awful (,lltastrophe hitherto Thee..!»" 

d d ·.' d' trophe In the recar e , the Deluge alone l'xccpteu; lor aecor 109 to the Va1e of 
Scripture' account, as well as that given by Strabo,s thirteen Sldditl1 

dties of the plain were, from the joint effects of natural and 
supernatural agencies, overwhelmed by an inundation of burning 
sulphUr. The vale of Siddim, being fuJI of slime, or bitu. 
minous pits, a.t the time of the battle of the kings, and these pits 
having been ignited by fire sent down from heaven,· the 
asphaltum also bUMling fre.aly, the materials were gradually 
consumed, 8bd the conflagration at length produced the bftSin 

I Gen., chap. XVI., 1'. 14. 
I Lib. XVL, pp. '700, 768. 

• Gen., chap. XIX, v. 24, 26. 
• V~24. 

• 2 
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68 FUGHT m" LOT. [CHAP. tIt. 

now occupied by the L"ake of Sodom and Gomorrah; which 
has been ascertained to be in one part abou't 1200 yards deep. 
The pe~u~r salt and bitter taste of' the waters of the Dead 
Sea, an~he quantity of bitumen colleeled on its surface, in the 
m&nnt}f described by Diodorus Siculus.! with its powerful 
exhalations, which arc perceptible at the distance of many 
miles, I are so ma!lY circumstances ill accordance with the brief 
account of the destruction of tms tract of country given in the 
book of Genesis, as well as with that of profan~ historians,' and 
the traditions of the Arabs. The latter state, that in this 
locality the Thamudite giants' (in whom may be recognised the 
people of Sodom) were destroyed. 

I t was during the a.wful conflagration in question that Lot 
fled to Bela, a small city which had becn slJarcrl for his sake; 
ami from thencc he speedily removed to a cave in the vicinity. 

A ccording to the version given by Onkelos of the portion of 
.scripture contained ill the fourteenth verse of the nineteenth 
chapter of Genesis, namely, " sons·in·law, who were to marry 
his daughters,") it would appear that the latter had only beell 
affianced according to eastern custom; an explanation which, 
though different from that hitherto given. appears to be borne 
out by two illcidelltal circumstances connected with this part of 
the narrative. The first is suggested by the. particular words 
used by Lot himself regarding his daughters. at the beginning of 
the eighth verse; and the sccond, by the fact that no reference 
is made to any other daughters but those who escaped with 
their father. 

There is likewise a different version given of another circum· 
stance connected with Lot's posterity, which is approached with 
much diffidence. This version, if correct, would make the 
orjgin of l~e Moabites and Ammonites much less objectionable 
than that which has been hitherto ascribed to them. 

1 Lib. Il., cap. xxil(. j also Tacitus. lib. V. 
I Ibid., pr. 310,311 ; and above. vol. i, pp. 402,403,404. 
J Ibid., Jib. II., cap. u:i.t.; Strabo, lib. XVI., pp. 760,763, 764 j Pli"y, 

lib. V., cap. xl·i .• p. 504 . 
• Arabie MSS., No. 7357, in the Briti8h Museum. tlarullated by Alo,.. 

Sprenger, M.D • 
• Gen., chap. XIX., v. 14. 
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According to a recent translation, the sellse of tbf> passage is Ma.~ I)' 
as follows :-The 'elder of Lot's daughters said to her sister,::" dugh 

" Our father is old, and there is not a man to come to us, as;. c. 1991. 

is the custom of all th~ land, therefore we will drink wine with 
our father, tben we will abide from him; thus we shall procure 
posterity after our father. So they drank wine with their 
father that same night, when the first-born abode from her 
father, but he knew not-whqe she abode, neither when she 
married."l U Now it was ill after time that the first·born said 
to the younger; Behold, I abode in time past from my father: 
we will drink wine also this night, then go and abide from him ; 
thus we shall procure posterity after ollr h1.ther. Then they 
drank wille also that night with their father, and the younger 
married and abode from him; but he knew not where sbe 
abode, neither when she married. Thus both the daughters of 
Lot conceived unknown to their father. Thcn the first·boru 
bare a son who was caned Moab, ~Uld the younger also bare a 
son, and she called his name Ben Ammi."· . 

'1.'he disobedience and deception practised by Lot's daughters 
on these occasions, were sufficient to bring a curse upon the off­
spring, which was thus derived from the guilty people of the 
Jand, and they continued in consequence distiuct na$ions. The 
former, or the Moabites, occupied the city of AT, and the rest 'Mte Mo:t.bilf's 

• • lind Ammon-
of the country on the banks of the ri ver Arnon, from whence ite. Mntiuue 

they expelled the giant Emims of the race of Ham;3 the capital ~PII ... tIl'ribes. 

of the latter was Habbah of Ammon, the city of waters, I from 
whence they expelled the Zamzummims.) The Moabites and Am-
monites being under these circumstances cJiefly Cushite, conti-
nued, as might be expected, in consequence separate branches. 

About the period of the destruction of Sodom, the name of 
the Hebrew patriarch was changed from Ab-ram (high father) 
to Abraham, the intended father or a multitude of nations; 
and a few years afterwards the promised heir was born in his B. c. 1987. 

tent near Beersheba; on .,hich Occasion, at the instance of 

1 Gen., chap. Xl!:., \". 81 to 88, Bellamy's translation . 
• Gen.,~, XIX., Y. 34 to 88, BeIInmy'H traoslation. 
I Deu.t., chap.lJ., v, )0, n. • 2 Sam., chap. XII., v. 26, 27. 
I Deat., chap. II., ,.. 20. 
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70 ISHMAEL'S TERRITORY I~ ARABIA. (CHAP, ru. 

Iscah or Sarah, Ishmael was sent forth to enjoy an inheritance 
elsewhere. But even if this fact did not appear in the sequel, 
it can scarcely be doubted that in th(' richly-figurative language 
of the East., the bread and \\tter provi6ied for Hagar and her 
SOil, denoted th<'lt all ;ullple prnvision had been made for the 
fugitive. Indeed, it can scarcely be imagined that a wealthy 
princc could have banished his youthful son as a helpless wan­
derer, instead of bestowing u~n the future Arabian prince 
some part of his ample flocks, and even a proportion of his 
numerous followers to tend them. Ishmael, gnd those who 
accompanied him, may therefore be considered as constituting 
a new tribe in the valleys of' Arabia Petrrea, and by no llleans 
all Hnimportaut UlIC, since the chil'f was of sufficient consequence 
to form an alliance with the Cushiws of }<~gypt; l and subse­
quently, a marriage with the daughter of' Mozauz or Modhaudh, 
the chief of' the powerful trib~ of Jurham, (J urham); and, with 
the twelve princes, his SOilS, cOlllmenced the grafted rAce, or 
El Arab It'1ostearibc! Their territory must have been con~ 
sidcraLle, for we arc told that it extended from J:lavilah unto 
Shur,J as thou gocst towards Assyria, or, a" it is clearly implied 
iu another p3.rt of the same verse, from the confines of Egypt 
to J:lavi1.ah on the higher Euphrates; so that, in fact, it included 
the whole of the upper or Webtern part of Arabia Dcserta. 
No doubt Ishmael's descendants had intennixoo'with the earlier 
inhabitants, as be himself had done; amI it is evident that they 
gained the ascendancy to some extent, for the Hame is preserved, 
sometimes separately, at other times in conjunction with that of 
the Hagarenes, who, it is asserted by a Hebrew commentator 
(Kimcbi), were descended from Hagar by an Arab husband. 

The death of Sarah, about 1944 B.C., and the allianee of 
Abraham with a Canaanitish woman, Keturah or Tour,4 gave 
rise to other inhabitants of Arabia. Subsequently to the death. 
of Abraham, some, or perhaps all of these sons, appear to have 
settled near the Elanetic Gulf; in. a tract of country which 

I Gen,. chap. XXI., v, 21. 
I See Appeooi:l to vol. I ., Table IlL 
• ~n., chap. XXV., v. 18 . 
• Price's Esaay toward.a the History of An.bia, p. 80. 
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probably took its name from Midian, and became afterwards so 
remarkable for its.w~alth and civilization. ~ 

Reverting now to the Hebrew tribes, the wincipal branch 'the H~brll'" 
~. "er~ IIU_ 

descended from the heir of promise, and considering that the ~ (rom tbe 
" 'II h "dllmeo! chlCf part of Abraham's numerous 10 owers, w 0 accompamc Abraham. 

him into Canaan, belonged to this race, it is evidcut that they 
must have been a considerable people at the time theY'went 
down into Egypt. In pursu,ancc of the Divine purpose of 
preserving the chief' line of the Patriarch's posterity,} during 
the coming yem-s of famine, Jacob's favourite son was conveyed 
as a slave to a neighbouring empire, whose important position 
amoug the nations of the world, became from henceforth better 
known in consequence of this new link. 

A conccntratt.-d territory, like the Valley of the Nile, the First govem­

upper portion especially, was admirably adapted ior the pro- mentofEgypt.. 

gressive improvelllcllt of a fixed government. This govern~ 

ment appears to bave been commenced Oil the establishment 
of the followers of Mizraim ill ,.the country. towards the middle 
of the second century after the Deluge:2 and as the new settle-
ment was not liable to be weakened by extension and sub-
division, as in. the case of tribes spreading: into wider rcgion~ 
its advancement would necessarily he rapid. Accordillgly it 
will be remembered, that only 321 years after the commence-
ment of tbis kingdom, Abraham fouud it au established mo-
narchy, with those gradations in rank and office on whieh its 
successful maintenance depends at boule; and from the know-
Jedge which the Patriarch had of the country previous to going 
down to Eb"YPt, it may be inferred that the necessary com-
mercial and political relations already existed, for drawing 
wealth and prosperity from abroad. 

The state of the country at this period is very briefly and 
generally noticed i but at the time now under consideration, 
namely, about 201 years later, Joseph found there a learned a.c. 1813. 

caste, consisting of priests. physicians or embalmers, called Social sta~ of 

Healers; also distinct classes (If husbaodmen, watermen, aod Egypt. 

• 
I (;.eD., ehap. XLV., v. 7. 
I MaDM began to I'tlign, Illy. Shuckforth, I'.D. 116. Gr, according to 

GaJWrer, )68 ~.D. 
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shepherds. In fact, everything denoted the existence of l\ 

well-regulated and extensive kingdom, whi~ in addition to its 
variolls products at home, already enjoyed those of distant 
regions .... meallS of caravan cOlllmcrce. 

Probability At this period, the country was under the sway of the 
that. pure re- . P d I k led t· ~lglOD Ulsted Memphlan haraoh; an t lilt some -now ge 0 a pUTt'r 
lD Ei1Pl religion had been preserved by the people of Egypt. is evident, 

from the impression made on tllc monarch by his dream, as 
well as from the conduct of one of his predecessors ill restoring 
Sarah to her husband,' 

~~~:::,ml'''t It appears that when Jacob ('ame thither, about 215 years 
Ul o.\.p.Jpt at 
IbecomlDgof afoot Abraham's "isit, the monarch was attended by courtiers, 
J_e"h. alltl high officers of &tatc, and that 11is court was regulated by 

a strict ceremonial. Thert' was a state prison uuder the charge 
of a captaiu of life-guards; and no doubt ~rc was then a 
regular army: at a rathcr latcr period this numbered 600,000 
men. 

The early civilization and !.cience of Egypt were such as to 
renoer it improbable that the whole should be due to the 
gradual impro"cments made on the crcation of an infant colon). 
and it may rather be ascribed to the progressive extension of 
the attainments already pos'Oc<;scd by the first persoDIl who 
migrated towards that part of the old world. . 

Egypt recalls to our minds a train of historical associations 
which command a high degree of interest; and the monuments 
of art with which the country abounds, appear to justify the 
opinion that she originated the architecture which, in Greece, 
was afterwards carried to such perfection. 

'Vitb regard to one period of her early history, the establish­
ment of the shepherd race 011 the banks of the Nile is thus 
described by an ancient historian:-

Comillgotthe " It came to pass during the reign of Timaus, that God Wall 

IIJ'~ displeased with us, and there came up from the East, in a 
strange manner, men of an ignoble race, who had the confidence 
to invade our country, and easily subdued it by their power, 
without. battle. Having demolished the tempI.:' or the orod .. 

I Gen., chap. XII., v.16-2O. 
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and inflicted every kind of barbarity upon the inhabitants, they 
at length made ode of their number king, whose name was 
Salatis. The seat of his government was Mf'mphis; and Lower 
Egypt (called the Afabi.n nome)' being now trib.,., he 
stationed garrisons in suitable places, and directed his attention 
chiefly to the eastern frontier as a protootion against the Assy-
rians, foreseeing that they would one day undertake an iuvasion a:~~~~!?" 
I'th k' gd ~ q -~ oem om. 
~'rom the term "ignoble," it may be inferred that the con­

querors were );ot, like Malletho himfoeU; derived from a pure 
Cushit<. stock, but had b('cTl part of the Shemitic people who, 
at a later period, had followed the SOilS of Mizraim into Arabia, 
and again iuto Africa; and the successive iaroads into the latter 
country, with other circumstances, make it probable that some 
were Cushites, and others branches of the IJimyarites. It is 
stated that the latter and the Sabrei were one and the same 
people, only di\·ided by the Red Sea ; aud from the similarity of 
the Ethiopian Janguag" to the Arabic ill its most ancient state, 
as well as the practice of circumcision, it would appear that 
they had come from thence at a very early period.' Accord- A Cullhite 
, d' , d f' •• 'a! coloD, tllten 
Illg to tra lbon, preserve nom tIme nflmemorl among Ab,.uu.. 

the Abyssinialls, another Cushite colony came into that country 
soon after the 6000, aud settled ill a ridge of mountains on 
the confines of Atbara. Here they excavated dwellings, and 
spread industry and arts eastward and westward from thence; 
Axum and Meroe being the earliest cities which they founded} 
Another section, called Shepherds or Berbers, occupied the 
tract extending along the African coast, southward and north-
ward of the Straits of Bab-cl-Mandeb. The&e were considered 
the ordinary class, who, being partly nomadic, moved with their 
numerous flocks from place to place; having their principal 
seat in the country now called Deja. The former branch, 

I JOL, Coot. Apion., lib. I., s. 14 • 
• Fl'OlIl Mauetbo.--See Ancient Fragmentll, pp. 169, 1'10, by Iaaae 

PlflItoD Cory, bq. W . Pickeri.ag, 18S2. 
, LudolplulJ, am. JEtbiQp. 1., ud Commel)t. ad .uam Hiat. &tJaiop., 

lib. X Y't., p. 60, cotdpued with Hudson, Geog. Min., tome I ., p. 4(l. 

• Brooe'. Trayelt to ditoove!' the Source or the Nile. '"01. II., pp. 12, 13, 
14, 18, Dublin, 1 '191 t J •. , Ant., lib. n., cap. x. 
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however, being the warrior and dominant class, were more 
particularly considered the Hyksos.1 

The n.me of' From the preceding Circumstances it would appear that the 
Sh"pherd, pro- \°ed h 
bIIhl1 given to name of Shepherd, at least, was equally app I to t e two 
two nIIlES. races who ptlopled Afhea at distant intervals; such as the 

Cushites in the first instance,i and subsequently the Sukkims/ 
and other Sbcmitie branches. But that a lIurnerous people de-­
nominated Pastors descended alpng the Nile, is manifest from 
the remains of troglodyte dwellings at Axum as well as Meroe, 
and likewise from the circumstance of' their first stronghold 
having been in the Theban district j to which it will be recol­
lected, they afterwards added Lower Egypt. Here, on aCcowlt 
of' tht:il VOcatIOD, whICh was an ahomination to the Egyptialls, 
they continued to live almost as a I)eparatc people till the time of 
their expulsion, when agreeably to the terms of the capItulation 
they quitted Egypt, alld the main body retired into J}alcstiut>. 
Joseph seeDls to have been aItH at that time, and it is probable 
that the Israelites lived amongst them previously to their de­
parture, since Jacob and his followers, who w<:re of the same 
race, and followed a similar calling, obtained permission from 
Pharaoh, who was a shepherd king, to settle in the land of Goshen. 

The shepherds, as might be cX£>f'cted, were oppo<>ed to the 
Egyptians, not only ill the use of cattle for food, but also in 

&baitln orthe the worship of images; they adored the heavenly bodies; and 
SbeplM!rdI. a remarkable proof that they were conversant with the motions 

of these is given by Syncellus, who states,' that Assis or Asith, 
their sixth king. added five intercalary days to the year, which 
previously consisted of 360 days. The calf was deified ail 

Apia during the rt'ign of that monarch.~ 

The inroad of the Hyk-50~ ' or Shepherd Kings of Arabia, 
one of the most remarkable events connected with the history 
of Egypt, has been placed as late as 1176 B. c., and their ex· 

I Bruce's Travels to discover the Source of the Nile, vol. U., pp. 20. 21, 28. 
Dublin, 1791. • ~e vol. I., p. 261. I See preceding Chapter, p. 18. 

, P. 128. • Ancient Frugments, by r. Pr8lton Cory, Etq., p. 141 • 
• Hyk denotes a king, in the lacred dialect, and SOl, in the v.laa~ 

guage, fignifiet a ahepberd, and hence .hepberd Jdng.-F~ Xaaotho, 
p. 171 01 Andont Fragment. of I-.c Pretton Cory, FAq. W. p~ 
London, 183.2. 
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pulsion in the year 1070 ;1 but both the inroad and the eJ.pul~ Comblf of CN 

sion probably took place at a more ~mote period. Shepherd..1Ii 

In the second chapter of the second book. Manetho states 
that the sheph~rds ~uitted .Egypt during the reign of Tuth~os~ ~~rf::'\lt. 
the seventh kmg of the eIghteenth dynasty" whose explOits In Egypt. 

delivering the country are made prominent on the walls of the 
Memnonium. The date of their departure is placed 393 years 
before the flight of Danaus tp Argos;' that is,- soon after 
Joseph's death, between 1620 u. c. and 1630 B. c. or, according 
to Josephus, 1623 u. c. The latter period, 4 with the addition of 
259 years and 10 months for the reign of the firbt six shepherd 
kings, ~ and 100 for their successors up to the dose of the 
war, in the 9th year of Thumillosi~ ~ would place the arrival 
of the shepherds 19~2 B. c. 

It may, however, be observc(i that Manetho elsewh(:re men­
tions that the Hyk-sos and their deseemlauts, retained possession 
of tbe coulltry during a period of 511 years,' which would 
carry back their first invasion to about 2134 B. c. As this was 
about two ccllturies after the time of the settlement of Mizrairu's 
followers in Egypt, anu is anterior to the departure of :f:\.aJ:1tan. 
from Mesopotamia, it would ill this case show that the earliest 
shepherds were Cllshites. 

Josephus evidently confounded the exodus of the Israelites 
with the departure of the shepherd~ which mistake may pos~ Miltake of 

sibly be ill some measure explained, by the latter being chiefly JORpb-. 

composed of his own, that is, the Shemitic race. 

I Synchronology, &c., by the Rev. Ch. Crossthwaite, pp. 116, 117, 240, 
241. Parker, Londoll, 1839. 

• Ancient Fragments, by Isaac Preston Cory, Esq., p. 116, from Manetho. 
• Ancient Fragments., p. 138, by I8&IlC Prtl8tOQ Cory, EIq. 
• Coot. Apio"., lib. r., I. 16, and II., I. 2, in 8JMIIlking of the departure of 

the Ihepherdt, on the authority of Maoetho, 393 yH.fII before the flight of 
Danaus, he places that event 612 yean previous to the building of the 
temple: 1011 + 612 = 1623. 

I SalaW, &eon, AIl&.ehu., Apophil, Sethoe or lanias. and Aaai.t, n:LI.king 
259 yeafll 10 months.-Ancient J.<'ragments, pp. 140and 170, by Isaac PreatOIl 
Cory, EIq. 

• ADlf.IIit, Cbebron, A.menophil, Memphret or llephrel, Mi'Pbal'mulhoaJ 
100 ~thrnoai. (or Thummoeil), 100 1f11.no-lbid., pp. 141, 142. 

1 ~ory·. Ancient FJaPlenta. p. 171, from M&netho. 
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-M rem~ The other Israelitish stock, namely the five sons of Esau by 
to oe.nt ",,'r. . • 

his two Canaanitish WiH~S, \ and his second marriage With 

Bashemath, Ishmael's daughter, had proceeded ill 3110ther 
direction, and became part of the inhllbitants of the Arabian 
peninsula j having removed with their father, after Isaac's 

:II. 0. 1801. funeral, to Moullt Seir.: These were the latest additions to 
the Arab race, and with the preceding offsets from the stocks of 
A braham and Lot, they gradually formed the part of the 
inhabitants expressively called the miHgled people of Arabia. 
The intermixture, how(,ver, took place chiefly 'with the Ama­
lekites, Amorites, and other Cushitc tribes on t.he honlers 01 
Palestine; without materially changing the state of the IlUr(: 
or ancient Arahs in the ilJt.crior of the penilliill1a. The 
distinctive appdlations of Edomit<'s, Midianites. I shmaclitef;, 
Moabib.'s, and Ha!;arelll's,l appear to have been the longes1 

The Nftba­
tbeans, ll88a. 
...,.,t'&, Sa ..... 
00 ...... 

preserved in north-west<-rn Arabia; to these, the designation 
of Nahathcalls SU(!C(!eded, and was applied ill a g(,llcral way, 
by Diodorus Si('ulus and other writers, to the whole of the 
nomad races of the upp{;!r part of the peninsnla. A t a later 
period, howL'vcr, it was replaced by that of Sharkeyn, OJ 

Eastern people. afterwnrds Saracens, which was adopted almosl 
universally by European writers; its partial use by orientah 
beinK probably derived, as already noticed, .trom Zaraka,' tl 

town, rather than from Sarah, the wife of Abraham; Wh08<: 
descendants were confined to two hranches, uamely, the He· 
brews and the sons of Edam. 

The latter on coming into Arabia, appear to have found thf 
sons of Esau enjoying a patriarchal government under thE 
Horite kings, which in all probability differed but little frolD 
that of the Sheikhs of' the present day. These prince! 
were suceerocd by the dukes of Edom, for it is remarkablE 
that this title had not been in use whilst the IODS of Esau wert 
in Canaan. Nor was it adopted tin some little time after they 

F ...... "'. settled in Mount Seir; for Eliph....."on of Adob,,... .t firs' 
T-.nltr. IWd • 
~of Jub. 

! Gen., chap. x.x:x.Vl., If,2 • . 
I Ibid., Y.6, 8, and obap. XIV .. Y. 6 . 
• P..tm LXXXIII., y, 6, 9. 
4 See abot-., vol. I., p. 681. 
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styled the Temanite, from that portion of the new territory 
which feU to his 10&.1 

The distinction thus incidentally made may be of some im­
portance; for if tbis inUividual were in reality the oldest or Job's 
friends, the circumstance may assist in determining the period 
to which one of the most interesting, and one of the oldest 
portions of Scripture belongs. 

Several particulars, which will presently be noticf'd, go far 
to show, tbat the residence of Job could not have been in 
Idumea, nor even, as has been supposed by Dr. Lee, in the 
tract between Damascus and the river Euphrates j but in all 
probability it was in the vicinity of O'rfcih, where a tank and a Upper. limo. 

wen on the road to Diyar,Bckr, with other localities, are oon-r.~Q:lof'J~ 
llected with the name of the great Patriarch. 

It will be remembered that the district ill question was one 
of the scats, and possibly the prillcipal one, of the Shemitir 
people j it was also the luud of' En..:, son of N ahor, t and probably 
also that of the eldest son of Aram/ to whom the foundation 
of Damascus has been attrihutcd,~ ,,,,th the more probability, 
since this IJlace might have h(>en occupied by this branch of the 
sons of' Noah, as they spread westward. 

As a constant political intercoursf' appears to have been:roo Shemitet 

maintained hctl'een thc central governmeut of Assyria on the ::m~~: 
one hand, and the dependent provin{'cs about the borders of::-­
Syria on the other, it can scarcely be doubted that tribal, and 
still more strongly kindred tics, would be equally maintained 
between the descendants of Shem living in Mesopotamia, and 
those who occupied the borders of Syria and Arabia. And it 
may be observed tha4 agreeably to the prevailing customs of 
the east, such a journey as that from ldumea to the supposed 
rendezvous at O'rf8.~ would only be an ordinary circumstance, 
willingly undertaken in order to mourD with a.nd comfort the 
~ed chief of their tribe: some distance is certainly 
implied by the necessity, making an exprcss appointment. 

• From. TIIIII&8, .. (it)' of Ed9m.-Jer., chap. XLIX., v~ 7. 20 j Ezek., 
chap. XXV., v. la; A.moIt;. cbl.p. I., 1'.12. 
~ .Gen., daap. XXl.{.., 1', 'Ib, 21. • Gn., chap. x., v, 28. 
, BooIwt, Geo. s.cr., w.. n., cap. dii. 
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Now, since the estahlish'll(,llt of Tcman as head of a family 
would, in patriarchal timt!s, probably take Place when the man 
was about the age of fifty, it may b(' pr1sumed that the visit of 
Eliphaz. and the tri:d of Job, took V1a{'c nearly lit the lime of 
Jacob's d(;parture for Egyptj and ns J ob had then t<'1l smls 

and daughh>rs, <;Oln(' settled in li/i.', the patriarch himself could 
scaredy be h '65 than about fifty years of ag<" which would 
carry his birth back to 1851 n t., and tht· scvcn.ty-ninth y<'ar 
of Jacob. 

Nature and 'Vitll reference to the localifirs ('ollncrtl'd ,\ ith this lli 'itory, 
clImate pf the.. • . . . 
OOllntry .. bl"rt' It IS ('vulcnt that Joh lived in a manuf<u·tllrJng city, \ situated III 
j,,\' .v..llr.d. d 1 0 dOl 01 • a pro nchve country, mvmg ('O! 11 all WlllC' am 01 prl'sscs; 

with silver, irolJ, alld brass mines J in the Il(,ighhonrhood. Tht.! 
tract in question, we arc tolcl, was wet with the f'hoy.,(:'r<- of tilt· 
mountains, 4 and it cnjoyed th(' fertilizing cffects of th(, :;nla1l 
and !!Tcat rain, having at other tim(,s it" waters bound ill thick 
clouds.) Proximity to high mOllntain!'. would ('aU'ie tIle pre­
cedillg change,> j and that til(' country was likewist> {'xpos('d to 
all extreme c1illlab', is lIlallifi:!o. t from rt'pcatcd allu<;ions to the 
~ev('rity of winter, viz., SIIOW <"HId trcw.nres of hail j" ('old from 
the north, snow on tht' earth, ~and ite btraitellillg the breadth of' 
the waters j~ and again, beil1g hid as with a stone, and the filce 
of the ,icep frozcn.~ lH consequence of lying at the foot of 
Taurus, allciC'nt Osrocne is subject t ... all the preceding changes; 
and it appears to correspond like,~se with the other circum­
stances incidentally mentioncd in the book of Joh. Here, 111 
North L at. ;:,70 9' 44", the twilight 110 is lengthened, and tht. 
clusters or constellations designated the Pleiades, Orion, Mazza­
roth, and Arcturus, would be constantly ill vicw.ll The idola· 
ters of the day, II the Sabealls of Haran too, were at hand to fall 
upon the OXf'n ploughing, '3 nor were the Chasdim, whether 

, Weaver's shuttle; .lob, chap. VII., v. 6. • Job, chap. Vr., v. I J. 
• Chap. XXVIII ., v. 1-3. • Chap. XXIV. v. 8. 
• Chap, XXVI., \', /l . • Chap. XXXVIII., v. 22. 
r Cllap. XXXVlT., v. 6, 9. I Ibid., v. 10. 
• Chap. XXXVIII., v. 30. '. Chap. HI., v. 9. 
" Ibid., v. 81, .82. ,i Chap. XXXI., v • .26, 27. 
n Chap. 1., v. 14, 15. 



CHAP. HI.] WCALITIES CONNECTlm WITH Jon's llTSTORY. i9 

thru;e of the Taurus, or, more probably, another brandl of the 
same people from tlrle adjoining plains of Dura, too distant ~ 
carry off t.he ealllds irom the neighbouring desert. l The topaz 
of Asiatic Cush~ would likewise cotoe within Job's knowledge; 
moreover, he had extensive mines of native st(,cl and iron near 
Mar'ash, 011 one side, and of copper, silver, and gold Oil the 
other, both at ~ebhan Ma'dell, and ncar Diyar Bekr. 

The presence of Elihu Se{'1lI3 to otier an additional reason in Elihll·~ r"Ia-
. . liv,", aud pre-

favour of thll'l part of the country. Ill' wa!'., we are told, the .. ailing cu&-
son of Barachi('i the Huzite, of'the kindred of Ham or Aram; tOlUi. 

tIH.!rc/c)rc, in all probahility, he was part of the family of Buz, 
son of N;IiJOr; ill whieh ease he bC'long-c(1 to the same tribe, 
and lived ill the sam(' Hcigbourhoou as .l ob. He was cvid(;ntly 
a bystand(·r, amI 1I0t being om: of th(' visitors, he was, as 
youngcst of the party, ac~rtlil1g to Arab Uf'iHge, thl' last to 
speak; ami, in fact, he ollly ycntured to gi"v(' an opinion when 
tlw suhjt.>ct of'discussion wa!) almost exhausted j Hor is he again 
Illentioned at. the dose of this illtcrcstill~ dialogue, as is the 
(~aSC with the other spc:l.kcrs. 

The state of a!>trotlol1lical kllow\eJg-c, a!> wt'll as t.hat of the 
arts ill gt!nerai which prc\'ailctl in Arabia at this time, as 
deduced from the discu!>siotls with Job, have already b('en 
noticed;3 but one portion, II:tllll'iy, the mOJlumental inscrip­
tions, e.iaims some further ohservation in cOllllcxion with the 
advanced state of civilization which ilvpears to have preyailed 
in ,the districts allout Yemen, as well as in those of Idumea and 
O'rfah. 

At the period in question, tliC influence of the I sraelites, as The h~l_ 

d th J i'A b' J b 'itelitheoin regar s c peop e 0 ra la, was a most III a eyance, owmg to Egypt. 

their settlement in Egypt, whilst that of the older Shemitic branch 
was quite in the ascendant. At the termination of J ob's life~ as 
here presumed about 1651 D.C., or in his 200t11 year, Yemen had 
alre~dy been for a lengthened period under the Tobbal.· It 

, .Tob, chap. I., v, 17. • Job, <:hap. XXVlJI., v. 19 . 
• Vol. I., p. 666 . 
• ]from the Arabie Tabb8.i'llh, "lieh ha.d a general signification, like th9t 

of Emperor, Khan, Phuaoh, Ca:sar, &c.-Bibliotheque Orientale, D'Herbelor, 
article Tobba. 
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has been seen that I.fimyar, also called' Arcnjej,l or, According 
to another authority, El 'Artcj; suceecdqj his filthcr, Saba; 
and with him commellced the J:fimyaritic dynasty. He was 
the first who wore a diadem, and, being an enlightened prince, 
he consolidated the government which bad originated with his 
ancestor Ya'rab. 

I.~imy'r BDd Him)'.lr was successively followed by W.lthel, Sessae, Yaafar, 
hlA ~1I~'IISOI'fi. • , . 

Derycth, NU'lllan, Asmuh, and Bhcdad. The last 18 supposed 
to have commenced his reign about ][j78 D.C. 11e was inva­
riably called Slwdad-oulI-'Arl; who, (lc-cordillg to Arab tra­
dition, built some of the r yramids as trophies of his cxtl·nsive 
victories in Africa.3 One great <lnd distant cxpedition under 
the ~imyaritc SOVCrt: i!;ll lIareth~al-Ha'ish, had recclltly pro­
cceded towards India; fi'olll '" hCllce lIluch boot.v was brought.· 

The latter Hut Abrahah, the SOil .. mil successor of IIarcth-al-Rai'sh, 
rw.·netlllte into I h· J Af·· 1 h . J f· . Nigritia. turne( IS arms towar s nca, an( <lyltl~ penetrate ar mto 

InTuion 0( 
Ab) WllDia. 

Nigritia, hc obtained the surname of Dhuimenar, or the Mati 
of the Spires or Pharos, ill l'onS('tplCllee of haying built these 
towers, which were said to ha,-e lwcll intended t.o guide his 
retreat; hut it is lIlore probable that they wt're stHtiollS anrl 
posts to protect his military operations and cont..1.ill the lll!CeS-

sary supplies. 
Dbuhuenar was succeeded by Afriklls, who undertook a 

great expedition ag-ainst th e Ucrbers (south of Ahyssinia). lie 
built a town which was called after his own llallle, and he car­
ried his arms to the most distant part of the habitaLle wor}d, 
or, according to IIamadun, as filT as Tallgier.~ 

Afrikus was suecel.o.ed by his SOil, AHeidar, or Dhal~hallatir; 
meaning, in I.Iimyarf, the lllall of lllany fingers. Afwrwards 
he turned his arms eastward, but died in 'Ircik durillg his 
expedition. He was succeeded by Scharbabil, and the latter 
byEl HoJad. 

I Arabic l\lSS., No. 7353, in tile nriti ~h Jlfu!leum, translated by Alujs 
Sprellb.-er, M.D. • Ibid., 7357. 

I Makrbi, translated by Aloy~ Sprenger, M.D., from 1\18S. in the Brith,h 
Museum . 

• Schultens, according to Hamm, p. 2ft 
~ Nowairi, in Schulttms' Hi,t. Joctailldarum, p, 25. 
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About this period a remarkable expedition appears to ha ve 
proceeded under Alvi Karruh, thcJ:lirnyaritc, who, after havill~ 
illvad('d India and Bactria j founded all em pire iu the latte'r 
territory, the capital o~vhich was Samarcand. This city was 
so called an",r one of thl" Arabian princes Bamed Shamar; and, 
it is added, olle inscriptioll was plRccti on! r l\J{' gate of Merv, 
aud allother ovcr thc gatc of China.' The kingdolJls ofGhassan 
ami HiraI. were ancrwanls add~'d to th(,ir pr{'ct'dillg territorics; 
~o that, when at it." IH!i:;h t, the Hirnyat'itic pOWl'r extelld<>d Ii'om EKlelltortlle 

"

la' I J dl AI .. .1 'f' I . Ihlllnl.rlhc · drla all( B a to )),RSlma, anu '1{-!"<lW rom t H' extr('lU lty ~ ..... cr, 
of Yt'llU'1I to tlu' !:>hores of Syria; thus comprisi ng almost the 
wholt · of th e dOlllinions. \~hi('h w{'re at one period subj e("t to the 
Cu~hitcs.~ By some, howl'\'('r, CWII tilt' IIn1O(' of thi~ wide1y-
~pr('aJ race h~ IJ~('I( ('oll<;icien'd nponyphal; but it should iw 
J'('('oll ectl"il that the {'xistl' lu'c of till.: Toblnii, ill ArRhia at least, 
dtw<; not u{'pelld (·nti n .. ly UpO Ii traditioll; ft,r there arc proofs 
that a eivilizf·J })('oplc (·xistpt l at a \"('1')' rcmote pl."Tiod, ht'arillg 
th is appcllat ion, and ~Jlc akillJ..\" a lalU.!.uag/: exclusively their 
OWI1-- ;). dia.ll'd of "hidl is still in usc alJlOIIg"'it th(, p('oplc of 
Mahrah, ! ] t is 110 longl'r douhtfid th at they illso hlll) a peculiar 
written chal',-Icter of grt"ilt antiquity l'alkd Suri or Syrian: anti 
lIIall Y ~p('ciJ\lcns have I>ct'n f<JUtid ill rlifferl'llt plael's, but more 
eSJ'c(·ially ill Y ClH(' n. Niehuhr was aware of the existence oflfimrar.' 
, .. . ' k I ' ,. I I I lIISCrJpllO!l1 IJI!'CTiptIOIIS 111 an un ' IlOWIl {" mractcr, at ~all a alit ot ler pact's; fOl1nd In 
., I ' II ' h f' .1 \, Yemen uut, as liS m,ua y pers('vcl'lIl!; r("<;{'ar(' cs 'I crc r\lstr,lteu vy . 
illness, it r emained for Sectzcn, the celehrated discoycrcr of 
Djerash, to sl't this part of the qUl"stion at rf'st, by finding them 
at J)hafar, one of the places which Intil been fornH'rly enuulC'-
rated j ~ .alld not far irom thl' lov,n of J e rllll. Sect7.en discoycred 

I P. 363 of EI.Ma., 'urli's Historiral Encyclopa>(lill, translated by Aloys 
Sprenger, M.D, Allf'n and Co., Leadcnhall Stroet, I R4 L 

• See above, p. 18. 
, " ~ Arabes .-Ie Mehret 80llt dc race non mdangl'tl. Le langage 

dei habilant e!lt tt'llewellt corromjll! qu'tln a dt' la !M:'im' j\ Ics <'omprenrlrt', 
<"flit l'ancien lJimyatite."-Geog. n 'F .. dri~i, ~!. .faubert, tome 1., jl. 150; 
"Reeueil de Voyage cl Mumoirl"~, &'c., l'nri." 1836, 

• Ui!l8Crilt,tiou on the Nc," ly-di@covf'rcU Babylouian 11l'cription8, by Josepll 
Huger, n.D., p, 14, . 

~ The Sbtlik.h described a particular !'tonc. to NlebuLr, lUI huvlIlg all 
inscription on it, which neit/Jet the Jews not MiItlammooans could real!. 

VOL. II, G 
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three such inscriptions: olle he purchased, and a second was 
copied j but the third was so deeply cmbeMed in a waU, that 
he failed in the attempt to copy it. Again at Man~at, one 
hour from Dhaflir, this lamented travcUt:r met with five other 
I:Jimyari ill~criptjons, all different stOIlt'S, which wefC built into 
the wall of a mosque. Of these, auly two wcrc copied, the 
others bcillg too high to admit of being deciphered. Four out 
of the five were all white marble, ill relief; and it is rcmark­
aule that, in the case of the largest, whieh ill poillt of art and 
execution equals ally Greek ins('ription, the lines are attachl:'d 
to strokes, like the well-known and most ancieut DCl'amigari 
Sallscrit character, ' 

In 1834 and IR3fi. tllf' officers of' the Honourable Com­
pany's ship ", Palinurus," ullder Captain S B. Haines, of the 
Indian Navy, diseovcrvd, near the southern coast of Arauia, 
several l:Iilllyarf inscriptions, thc situatiolls of which are 
marked on the survey of the coast made by thj~ officer: 

on the namely, at 'Vadf Shc'ikhu\'i, in [ii :KL , also ncar Ras Bag-
II>nlherll eout I I ' ' 50 ' 0 ' '30" TI L d H" GI 'b L of Arabia; laS Ill, III • J'.> •• , 3n at . l~n lOra, auout seventy 

miles to the wcsh\ard of Makallah; allother, again, at sOllie 
little distance in the illtcrior ncar the ruins of N a~b-el J:lajar;3 
which arc situatC'u in 'V<idf MeHah, SOUle lIlilcs north of Jebel 
J:lalllurf. The third and fourth were separah:Iy copied by two 
of the officers, Lieutenants W cllstcd j and Cruttenuen,o and 
published by the former. 

likewiseeau'i, Subsequently Lieuwnant Cruttcllden had the good fortune 
to bring before the world two others, which were obtained at 
~an'a, during his visit to that city in 1836. Oue of 'these 
was brought from a spot only a short distance from the house 

"May it not be J;limyaritic," adds the illu~trious Daile, "since this was the 
aite of Idaphar, which, accoruing to ancient lli~toriaIl9, WIlS a royal J'e8idence 
oft~e l;Iimyaritic kiug'6?"-Niebuht', vol. Ill.; p, 83. Amsterdam, 1774. 

I Seetzen', Letter to Von Hammer, Fundgruben des Orienta, tome II., 
p.275, 

I See vol. IX., part i. of the Joumal "f the Royal Geographical Society • 
• 14' 4' 30 I N. lat., and 47~ 4' 30" E. long.-IUid. 
j See Lieut. J. R. Wellstet1's 'l'ruvei. in 'Oman aud .Arabia, vol. II., 

pp. 421, 426, 
• The oopies made by Lieut. Cruttenden are dtpotited in 1.btl Eut India 

House. . 
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that had been occupied by the famous Niebuhr himself. It is ~~­
therefore very poss.,le that other such inscriptions lliay still ~ 
found in that country, and it is even said that there were some 
amongst the ruins of 'he bUild near Mareb. This celehrated 
structure was, we are informed. built of cut stone, secured by 
iron cramps, forming a prodigious mass of masonry, 300 cubits 
broad, and about two mites long, being the distance across the 
mountain valley, where, as is the case with similar works on the 
north·west side of India., particularly at Oediporc, an immense 
body of water iss collected from thc different Wadis. Whilst 
perfec~ an ample supply of' water was at eommall<i, not only for 
irrigation, but for ordinary purposes also; and upon the dyke 
itself there were, according to the Arabs, inscriptions in the 
Musnad character.1 011 some of' the stones, which have been 
brought from that place in preference to preparing others at 
~an'a, 1:Iimyaritic characters have been found; with which m"ay 
be coupled the interesting fact, that the locality in qu('stion is 
called Ard-es·Saba/ which ~ocs far to prove that this was the M'reb, the 

ancient S~ba.3 Three of the inscriptions copied by Litmtenallt aDcienl Saw. 
Cruttcildell, I.N., are in relief; and the fourth deeply cut into 
marble: the letters are ahout two inches alld a half long, and 
are exactly in the same character as that which was used at 
N a~ b·eJ f:lajar. • 

Allother was found near the J:Iimyaritic sea-port of • Aden in 
1842. It is on a circular slab of pure white marble, having a 
raised rim round it; and, being less carefully executed, it pro· 
bably. bclOllgs to a later perifJ. than those already lloticed.4 

Monumental traces of the J:Iimyaritcs are not, however, by 
a:ny means confined to their original scat in Western Arabia; 
they are also found in distant countries, both eastward and ~iD:1:r.~r . 
westward. Beyond the o'Pposite shores of the Red Sea, for A~!=Ut .' .... 

I Antiquities of Yemen, fro'm an Arabic MS. in the British MU!leUm. 
translated by Aloys Sprenger, M.D., No. 1496 . 

• The land of Shtlba.-Journal of the Royal Geographical Society, voJ. 
VIII., p. 268 . 

• Mareb "'u the capital of \JIe country of Saba.-See GoliWl in Alphergan, 
p.86. 

I c.ptain BaiDeI' Lett* to J. P. Willoughby, Faq .. Secaelary to the 
Government of Bomm,. 

G 2 
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instance; in the latter direction, Jasasin 'Ibn Amru, the J:lim­
yarite, conducted an expedition into Afri~ far as the vaney 
o·r Sand, and even further, when the advanced body under his 
generals, perished, To commemorate this event, Jasasin 
ordered a metal stat.ue to be placed on a stone, with an inscrip­
tion ill the J.:Iilllyari character. l The affinity of the Dcvana­
gari S<l.llscrit to the l,Iimyari, as well as the existence of an 
inscription at Samarcand, havl! been already noticed. The 
characters on the Bactrian coins, also appear to havc a striking 
resemblance to those in question. And it is still more extra­
ordinary that almost at the very antipodes of Samareand, cha­
racters hav(' been found, whose similarity bespeaks a common 
origin,- So rar as SUN'ess has attt'ndcd the efforts of the learned 
1Il decipherillg them, the Himyaritic in!lcriptions are of very 
remote antiquity, aud possibly it may be found that the inscrip­
tions in question, are more ancient than the ASSjrian letters of 
Pliny;3 consequently, that they were in U!5e previously to the 
CUlleatic letters. In this case, the language connected with 
the former may have been the parellt of many tongues belong. 
ing to the ,'arious races, which are, as it were, so many recog· 
nised branches spreauing from the parent stem, and showing in 
almost every itlstanc~ an affinity to the root itself: 

The most llUmerous are the simple or monosyllabic branches, 
which prevail throughout the north-eastern parts of Asia aud 
the greatest part of America anu Africa. 

The second are, for the most part, dissyllabic, combining at 
the same time some grammatica~tconstructioll j and to .these 
belong the Persian, the Grecian, the Latin, and the Teutonic 
tongues, &c. 

The third. or trisyllabic roots, appertain to the race now 
~c particularly under consideration, namely, the Shemitic 
family, tl) which belong the S'anscri. bhaldee, Arabic, Syriac. 
Phreuician, 4 Canaaniti.~h,4 Pehlavi, the Ethiopic of Habasbf, or 

1 Schulten!, p. 2S, according to lIamm. 
t Mr, Waldeck's new work Of! Yacuta. • Lib. VII" pp. 236, 288. 
, Both of th_ Jnn~,'uageM ate derived from Babylonia.-Diuerlatioo.().ll 

the NewJy..dillCovered Babylonian In..eription,lby Ja.eph Hager, D.D., 
p. 14. 
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Abyssinia, with the Cufic j and especially the mixed language 
and square charM\er of the children of H eber. The las.t 
appears to have been the result of an intercourse hetween the 
Shemites and Cwhites of'Syria and Palestine, after the arrival 
of Abraham. 

This patriarch no doubt preserved his own language whilst Deri".uoo or 

h ·d·Bbl· II b I·H ' the Hebrew e remame In a y oma, as we as su sequeut y In aran ; (rom Cha!dee 
but that a change took place after his departure from the latter and Arabic. 

city, is almost .capabje of demonstration. \Ve find Laban, 
during the journey in pursuit of his relatives, used the pure 
Chaldee, "Jegar Sahadutba," for the heap of stones which 
had heen raised j whilst Jacob calls it by the Hebrew word 
Galeed.! It may be inferred from the former circulll"tancc, 
that the Chaldee WM the lauguage of Ahmham IIp to the time 
of his departure, ana that the change took place in Cam~an. 
This, it is supposed, occurred in cons{'quence of mixing Chaldee 
with the existing language of the COUll try, aHd also with that of 
Hagar, who wa<; a"Cushite. I n thi s way, thcrefofe, the Chaldce 
Arabi{~ dialed., together with its cognat('". Syria{', Samaritan, 
Phrellician, Ethiopie, &c., is' pn'sunlt'd to have been derived 
from the ancicnt Arabic of the Canaanitcs, &c., which was 
spokcn by Abraham and his family with' a Chaldean pronun-
ciation: morcov~r, there is no doubt that the prci'icnt H ebrew 
characters are fit' Chaldcc origill . ~ 

At the period more particularly alluded to, namely, between E.poeh o r,t~e, 

h d J b h th 
. f J h,ghest c' Vlh· 

t e cparture of aco, or rat cr e tnalo ob, 1801 B.C.,J&tion in 

and that of the supposed time of the dcath of the latter, be- .Ar.bi., 

tween 1651 ana 164.0 n,c., the principal provinces of Arabia 
appear to have been in their most advanced state of civilization; 
this was probably derived from two races of people, namely, 
from the followers of IM~~an, w.ho settled in Yemen, &c., flld 
at a subsequent period fro"m those of A hraham and Lot. The 
written character of each branch has been preserved; and that 
still in use, namely the Hebrew, seems to ha,:€' been connected 
with the older and more remote or J:lilOyaritic brauch, which is 
now almost extinct. 

, Or GaJgnedb.-('~n.) chap. 
Anliq., vol. n ., p. S31. 

XXXI., v. 47, 48; Jennings' Jewish 
• Expla.nation by Mr. Rassaw. 
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Besides a sufficient affinity both in the roots and verbs of 
~astern and western languages to indicalf.! that they had one 
common origin, it also appears, from the high authority of Sir 
William Jones, that. the square Chaldai~ letters in which most 
Hebrew books are copied, were originally the same, or derived 
from the same prototype, as the Indian and Arabian characters; 
arid there can be little doubt that the Phamician had a similar 
origin.' 

Another well-known philologer, in his learned researches, 
speakillg of one of the oldest tongues extant, observes, that the 
Sanscrit draws its origiu, and that some steps of it.:; progress 
may be traced, from a primiti"'e language which was gradually 
refined in various climates, and became Sanscrit in India, 
Pehlavl in Persia, and Greek on the shores of the Mediter­
ranean,l 

, A1!iatic Hesearches, vol. 1. , p. 423 . 
• II. T. Colfbrooke, Esq., vol. I., p. 201 of A Riat ir, Researches. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

GLANCE AT THE PII(F.NICIAN, i:Gl'PTIAX, JEWISII , AND ARABIAN 

HISTORIES, FROM H.C. 1623 TO B.C. 1322. 

Succt'!1Sive Colonies prvctlt!li from Arahin into E t,'JPt.-ComnH'l'ce of tire 
r!.g)'ptians maintained principally by Lautl.-The Sepulchres furnish a 
l'ictoriul History of the Country - CottOlJ, Lincu, I'ofcl'iain, ami otller 
MauufacluTclI.-Alphabelical 'Vriling in u~e ant t'('{'IIi'ntly to tile construc­
tion of till' P ymmiliR. -Co~tllm(' ... of tli .. ,ariuu~ l'eopl ... -Hich Hangillgs 
and Carrets IlIUUufilclun'll.-Dyeillg in use; al...o !\imais, Chariots, al1(\ 
lI ou~hoJd Url'lIsiis.-SYl>u·m of Cuitilati()o pidorially represellted.­
Use of the 1.1imyaritic c1mractcr by tile Arabs in the lill1(, of JOSt'ph.­
Agri('ultllrni Products, and Carn\,:m Trade to distaut C()ulltries.-Pro­
ducts a lld Caravan Tracie of the Phwnie iau.'I.- I'I."iitioll (,of tiwir Territory. 
-..S<·ul{'m{'1I1.!< of thc I'ha)[li('ian~ previou~ly to the coming 'of tilC Silephenis. 
-Collilnencement of Sea. Navigalioll and risf' of T) re.-Colonies plantetI 
in the )It!<iih'rralwan aHfI Allulllic, &1'.- HapiLl li ~e of the Egyplilln~ after 
the expulsiou of the Slu:!phf'rcls.-Tllc Egyptians !Je<ootne jf'alous of the 
Hebt('w~.-Forcecl Servitude of the Illtter.-COlnmf'ncemcnt of thcir 
flight from the Land of G ... "hcn.-l'uI'!illt'fl by l'haraoh.- l;'ass:.\g:f' of the 
R$l &Oa, near Sut:z.-Ad\'ll!lced sta.te of the Edomitt"! alll\ Midianitl'S._ 
Jethro visil!! 1I1oses.-Arah P oli ty made Ihl' ba.oi~ of ]\iosC'<' Government. 
-Mo~ couduets thf' l'eupleto Mount Sinui.-l'tolllul!fdotiun nf the Moral 
Lnw.-Guicled by 1I0bah. thE' hraelitu ad\'um'l' to Kade!<h·Barnea. and 
the southE'rn ooniE'1'II of Canaan.-Hctreat from thence after being dc. 
featoo by the Amalekiws.-Dp,;lrllctinll of K"rnh and his CompaniulIs.­
Jourrll'y 10 Eziou Geber and Mouul Hor; and eventually to tile foot of 
Mount 1!pisgah.-LilUitCll l'Xteut of the country t raversed during tl16 
Exodus.-Passage of the Joroan,-Some of ti,e ancient Inhabitants are 
drivell into Egypt, others settle in Annenia.-\Var between Armenia 
and .A&-:yria.-ProgrC88 of the Egyptian Kingdom. -Se:.oostris aud hi~ 

Conquests. 

A STATE of civilization approaching th!i\ mentioned in the ~,.e 
preceding chapter as belonging to the J:limyarites, had long :'~b;::­
prevailed in the neighbouring country of Egypt; to which .Emf.. 
kingdom the tide of emigration had been constantly flowing 
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from Arabia and 8Yl'ia: and -Egypt being a source of parti­
e~lar attraction to the people of the fotmerrcounfry, it appears 
that, down to a comparatively late period, a succession of colo­
nies were continually entering it by the Straits of Bab-el~ 
Mamleb ;-while the colonies, which quitted this country and 
Ph<pnicia during the period 110W to he noticed, were the means 
of spreadillg knowledge to countries morc femote. 

The settlement of the bulk of the fugitive shepherds amOllgst 

tbe PhCI'llicians llaturally gave a fresh impulse to the com· 
meTee of the latter people, by the necessity of finding employ­
ment and additional outlets for the new <'omers; and at this 
time, circumstances were p(,culiarly favourable filr em.igration. 

Land «1m· The defic;Pllcy of titnbcr !>uitable for the construction of 
men:., I'llrlued , J d th . f· hE· .• k J by 1he vesse S, an e averSIOIl 0 t egyptIans to Ulluerta e ong 
:r~f!r'!::~: voyages, greatly limited the navigation of that people j hut so 
1hatofthuta. advRnt.LgenUS was the situation,lIlld so vast the resources of the 

AgnC1l!tgre, 
1K"U1ptara, 
pailltiLlg, &e. 

country. that it maintained ronuuereial intercourse, chiefly by 
land, with nearly all the kllOWll parts uf the world; for which 
it.s agricultural amI other prodncts furnished amph> means. 

The compartments of the PyramIds' aud Temples of Egypt 
exhibit, in colouring still vivid, the histOl y and occupations of' 
the inhabitants of the vaUt'y of tht· Nile, with a fidelity which 
leavcs little to desirc regarding their arehite<;turc, sculpture, 
painting, arid hieroglyphic<;, as well as their sociallitate. 

The fine linclt, dyed cottons, and stuffs envdoping the 
Olummies, togf'thpr with the finished specimE.'lls of 'P'lrcelain, 
the golden ornaments, and the rolls of papyri. which are occa­
sionally found in the sarcophagi, establish the fact that the 
corresponding manufactures and arts, alphabetical writing 
included, I must have been in use amongst the illha~itallt8 of 
this kingdom allteccdc:ntly to the construction of' the great 
Pyramids. . 

, Three diff .. rent characters were used by the ancient EgyptiallJ; "iz., the 
hieroglyphic or monumental, the hieratic, and enehorial. The second, which 
"'at more particularly tat of the prietlt.t, appea,.. to have been taken fro. 
the hieroglyphic, and it datell from a very remote era; but the uae of the 
enchorial, whil'h is deriYed from the hieratic, d~ not appear to go further 
back than the acCt'JllliOIl of the PtoIemie&.-WilkinIlOU" A neieDt Egyptiau. 
vol. 11., p. 18. 
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In some of'the cemeteries, and with colours almost as fresh I>J~~ .. 
tum .... CIIrpf 

as when first appli\d, a\oe shown the various costumes of t~e b.~ of !be 

priests, husbandmen, artisans, and other classes of people. In :~;:... 
others are depicted r1ch hangings and bright carpets, with 
coloured thread and ~golden wire interwoven, l such as may 
have served as models to the Israelites, when preparing the 
costly materials for the tabernaclc.~ 

In addition to weaving and ""arious other manufactnres, the 
(lrt of dyeing ~as far advanced, the materials for this purpose 
beillg, in all probability, brought from distant parts of the 
world; and, in the pictorial history of the country. one of the 
kings is r~presellted attired in magnificent robes, offering gold 
and silver to the gods. These metals are said to havp. been 
drawn annually fi'om the mines to the value of thirty~two 
millions;3 and so abundant werc they, that tjtey were used by 
Osiris in the format.ioll of' implements of husbandry.~ 

Other metals, including iroll,) were used for architecture and Their w.rlike 

for warlike implements. The chariots, particularly from their ~:t=~OJd 
light collstruction, se<'tn ~ have been of brass.' tlknsiJ •. 

These, as well as the ordinary articles of household furniture, 
such as couches, vases, tripods, baskets, glass, and vessels of 
earthenware, an b!.!token a state of refinement in the arts which 

, Goguet, Origin of Laws, &c., vol. n., p. 86. Carrels were in U!'e ill 

F.gypt, and a slnall rug i,a< been brought to England: it \1"li0ii found at 
Thebes, and is in tile collection of .!\fl'. Hay.-Wilkinson's Ancient Egyptians, 
"01. 11., p. 190, and vol. lII., p. 141. 

I Exodus, cha.p. V. Thuse who Imv~ not had an opportunity of examin. 
ing thf' monuments of Egypt, will have the mean of judging of these repl'e­
~nta.tions by inspecting the great work of Denon, or that of Sir Gardner 
WilkinlOn, on the Manners II.nd Customs of the Ancient Egyptia.ns,1I!b..ieh is 
equally intel't!5ting and faithful. 

I Diod. Sie.,lib.lI ., cap. v. compared withW'U.in!lOn'lI AneientEgyptilWfl, 
&e., "01. 1., pp. 232, 233 • 

• Ibid., lib. I ., cap. viii. 
J Colonel Howard Vy" dilOOvered & piece of iron in the midst of the 

maeonry oftbe GreatPyramid,lI"hich he thinks !,\OU. only have been placed 
there wheu that monument wat et"eeted . 

• This metal "'1'1. largel} ulI!OO by the Itraelites in the C()llstruetion of the 
altar of sacrlloe., &0., and wu prolJably brought from Egyyt. by tbem 
amongst the !!pOi!. Exotl., chap. XXV., v. 3, and chap. XXVII. 
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bas scarcely been surpassed in modl!l'n times .. Such articles 
~e said to have been introduced by M'ene~1 

Agriculture Paintings in relief represent the busy occupations of lading 
=;'~::DI orand unlading the boats employed in the' traffic along the Nile; 
the XgJ'ptWII. they also show the nature of the products, as well as the 

Himyari in. 
scnphOP Wi­
co .. ered, \(1 

Yemel1. 

various employments of the husbandmen, from simple irriga­
tion to the completion of the process of cultivation, whether of 
cotton, flax, barley, rye, or wRcat.2 In the days of Joseph 
supplit!s of corn were drawn fi'om Egypt to appease the 
famine ",·hich prevailed in Judea, 3 and about' the SI;&IIlC time, 
in the southern parts of Arabia; where, according to an inscrip­
tion stated to have been found in Y cmcn, tIle agricultural 
products of Egypt were sought at any price. 

During the viceroyalty of Abderahmcn, who governt:d 
Yemen in the reign of' Moawiyah, the first of the Ommiadan 
Caliphs, between' the forti eth aud fiftieth yf'ur of the IIijrah, 
a torrent laid bare a sepulchre, eOlltaillill~ the body of a female, 
who had been interred with regal splClldour. A s('ven-strillged 
necklace of the richest pearls adorned hN bosom. Her arms 
and legs wcrc ornamented witb braccl~ts, armlets, and auklcts, 
seven of each; on t:arh fingcr was a ring, also set with a "alnable 
gem. A casket filled with treasure waf; placed at her head, and 
also a tablet containing the followillg singular \f1scriptioll :-

.. In thy name, 0 God, the God of Hilllyar, I Tajah, 
daughter of Dhu Shcfar, S('Ht my purveyor to Egypt; but he 
delaying his return, I sent my handmaid with a bushel of silver 
to bring me back a bushel of flour. I next sent a measure of 
gold, and again a measure of pearls; but receiving nothing for 
support, I am shut up here. Let those who hear my story 
learn.(;o commiserate my fate; and should any woman covet 
and use one of my ornlments, may she die the same death by 
which I have perished." 

The preceding account claims a particular interest in con­
sequence of the approximative date which has been ascertained 
from it. It is clear that the I;limyari character was In use 

I Diad. Sic., lib. I., cap. h. 
I Exod., chap. IX., •. 31, 32; PUn., lib. XIX., cap. 1. 
• Gen., chap. XLI., v. 67; XLII., v. I, 2, 6; and XJ .. IV., v. 1. 
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among the Arabs, at least as far back as the time of' Joseph; I AD~~ 
also that a mercan\~e. ihtercourse was maintained with Egypt :1:.1D 

at that period, proba~y through the port of Philoteras on the 
ned Sea, near Kosseir, as well as by land. The supposed 
exchange of a mf4pSure of silver, gold, or pearls, for a similar 
quantity of flour, expresses in powerful though figurative language 
the misery of Arabia during the famine of that period, 

, Tile original Arabic of Ibn Hesftam Firaumbidius, which Wall copied for 
the author by Mr. IIm'mum lLusam. i~ here given from Albert SchuJtens' 
l\oIonumenta VetuMtiora Arnbire, p. 67, and note. Leyden, in fiatavorum apud 
Johnnem Luzac, MDCCXL:-
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Abundance of corn had, in fact, made Egypt the principal 
granary of the adjacent kingdoms, and this branch of trade, as 
well as that arising fi'om the manufacturer of the country, was 
canied Qn by means of severa] great routes, which diverged 
from that kingdom to every part of' the "orld then known ; 
thus facilitating commercial intercourse among the remotest 
nations. 

~ftlI trade The products brought by cwravans from the western and 
t;:r southern parts of Africa, together wi th those conveyed along 

the Nile from the tracts about its sources, found a central 
point on the lower part of this l'iv€'r, from whence they were 
transported by ot.her caravans iutn Arahia, Syria) and Phre­
Ilicia ; thus embracing. particularly through the latter terri~, 
a trade in gold, flpicCfl, ami slaves with the eastern part of the 
old world. 

It has been seen that the first Cushitl's lJad alrerady spread 
from Asia Minor towards the Pcl0POlHH'SUS,! also to Syria, 
Arabia, and Egypt, alld agaill eastward and northward from 
Mesopotamia. Colonies fi'om the same race being thus spread 
over the greatest part. of th<.' world, nat.urally caused the illt('r~ 

course which pre"ail~d in the timl' of J ob and th(' l:liruyaritcs, 
~~of and prepared the way for the cOJilmerce carried on by the 
p~ let Canaanitish branch of'this people 

... ..,. ... 

Phrenieia possessed manufactories of glass, golden orlla~ 
ments, linen and woollen stuft~; bllt it was c(,lebrated above'all 
for jt.~ matchloHs diyes. These formed the basis of an enriching 
trade, which was carried by the enterprising people of that 
country into many rcgiolls; longst which Egypt seem't to 
have beld the first place, Sl t.be Phamicians had a com~ 
mercial depOt in the capital elf-onc entire quarter uf 
Mempt' ('..alled the" Camp, .... ling been occupied by the 
Tyml. 

Besl 
also If 
wbicl 

c. traffic thr.ough Egypt to the interior of Africa, 
en and 'I:Iac,iramaut, there were two principal lines 
have been almost coeval with the dispersion of 

&e lI'.bove, vol. I., p . . ~; 8110 HerdIS., lib. 1., eap. xciv., and lib. VII., 
c. ,.iii. Jl~. I .H~., lib. H., cap. cs.u. 
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mankind: one of these took a northern direction through Differeut 
Asia Minor towards the foot of the Caucasus, from whence it ~~::Il 
penetrated int<? Cen al Asia.! The second, which seems to ' 
have been the most ancient, sought the rich products of' Baby-
lonia and those of the shores of the Persian Gulf,2 which 
doubtless included, in the latter case, other eastern countries 
also; since by this route the silks, spices, and other valuable 
merchandize of India, found their way to the shores of the 
Mediterranean, through the emporiums of Tadmor and. Ba'albek, 
which afterwards sprang up to facilitate the transport of mer­
chandize. The pre-eminence of Pha:micia in commerce and 
civilization was, however, as much owing to the enterprise ofSitua~0!l of 

its people as to its geographical position; since the tract in PbQ!nJCla. 

question consists merely of a narrow strip of land, with the 
elevated range of L ebanon on one side and the Mediterranean 
Sea on tpe other,3 without any particular advantages in respect 
of harbours. 

The island colony of Aradus was situated towards the 
northern extremity of Phrenicia, and ts this succeeded, nearly 
at equal intervals in following the coast southward, Tripolis, 
Byblus, with the earlier capital Sidon, which was called after 
the first-born son of Canaan; final1y, at the southern extremity, Separate 

the daughter of ,Sidon, the celebrated city of Tyre. With the :~~r and 

exception of some commercial connexion, these settlements Phrenicia. 

were at first separate kingdoms or states; consisting, in each 
case, of a particular city with a certain tract of territory 
attached; but all, in the sequel, became in some measure 
dependent on Tyre, and were united in one common ~orship, 
that of the Tyrian Hercules. The latter city, Palre-Tyrus, 
appears to have been built on the mainland,' but it is stated 
that a castle had been founded about 2740 B.C.~ 

This structure, as well as the Temple of Hercules, wa Caatie ot 

no doubt situated on the island to which in this, as in other Tyre. 

I Ezekiel, chap. XXVII. 
I The Pbrenicians were dedcended from the Erythreans. Dionysius, 

Perieg., V., 305. 
a See above, vol. I., p. 539. 
• Vol. 1., p.481. ' Herod., lib. II ., cap. xliv. 
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Islandl_ instances, the Phoonicians gave the preference, as being sater 
;:~!~~~e than the mainland. 

The earliest settlements had, us a m/.tter of course, been 
made by land, anci chiefly in the directi6n of the Archipelago, 
in which the Sidonians had possessions previously to the 
Greeks. That attributt'd to Cadmus appears to belong to this 
period, but [1..<; more than one colony seems to ha,,'c borne this 
name, it has been imagined that the word Cadmon (OricntaP ) 
had a general application j not in allusion to an individual, 
but rathc~ to a race, the Cad1ponitcs or Hj'"it.cs. Another 

M06Ch~ !eads Phrenician leader has however been more precisely desi~l\ated, 
.. Phce,"cl.8.ll I M I h" 11.1 ':-'d" "> d" colony into name y ase lUS, W 0 IS ca eu a ~"'\I Olllan, <lllu, accor lIIg to 
G~. Possidonius.' l)rru~'.:cdec.l to Grt'eec, where he gave instruction 

in philosophy, &e., before thl.! time of th(' Trojan war. It is 
morcowr stated, that several Phrellicians had migrated about 
that period into A sia Minor :wd Gn·('ce,3 &e. 

After th£' settlement of the shcJlht'I·Js in rhu:onicia, about 
162.1 u.c., as already mentioned, a great challgc took place in 
the state of that country; for the caravan trade with tb(' 
various eastern and southern coun tries heing in:o;ufficicnt for the 
increasing population, new openings were anxiously sough t for . 

. From the circmnstance of vessels hcing rcprt'selltcd 011 some 
of the <lIJcicnt mOIlUlnCIlU; of Persia, 4 Assyria,~. and ]~~}'pt, and 

Useoheuels, the certaillty that floats of some kind must have been used in 
and crossing to the latter country, it may bp inft'rred, irresJlect.ive 

of what lIIay have been personally kllown to Canaan regarding 
the antediluvian vessel, that his immediate 'followers were not 
altogether unprepared for the great ('nterprise of sea·navigation . 
The extensive forests of L ebanon afforded ample materials for 
this purpO&C; auf. the construction of vessels seems to have been 
speed ily followed by maritime settlementsJ which were no Jess 

l The Greek Ku.;f"w an9wers exactly to tbe Phcrnician, or Hebrew '11:l'1)' 
Cadmoni, j,e. a Cadmonite, or one ,.h:scemling frolll the CadDlonitCII or 
Hivit{l:!l. "Cadmus sai led from Phrenicia into Breotia.; and hi. name dil­
covers }Iis origin, fur Cadmus in the Phrellician tongoe .signifies OrieQiAl." 
Chronicon Carloni" a Melancthone et Peucero, lib. II., p. 6l. 

I Strabo, lib. XV!., p. 767. ' Justin, XIX. 2 . 
• In the bas-relief~ at Tak-i·Boatan. 
I The eeulptures recently found near Nineveh. 
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necessary to promote commerce by sea, than interior depOts 
had been to foster that which had pre,·iously existed by land. 

The rising kingdc>.m of Tyrc, at the southt:rn extremity offintmarit;me 
Ph .. 'd' . . db· llettlementl of 

WniCla, now assume an Import..·mt POSltlOll, an clIlg the P~i. 

impelled by the double object of acquiring wealth abroad and ciani. 
preventing dissatisfaction at hOllll', the difficulties of the sea 
were gradually overcome by its people; and one colony was 
plauted aiter another in a westerly directioll. 1I0t only along 
tht, shores of" the Mediterrallcan, but also on those of the 
Atlautic Ocean'; till at length Tyrc uecaUlt' thc queen of 
1>IHl'uician citil's, and the emporiulIl of th e ancient world. 

Cyprns, owing to its proximity to the parent state, was Coloniea in 

doubtless colonized at a wry carly timc: a rc\·olt at Citillill. or CYPTIUI, 

Cetiul11, a city founded hy tht.: })htl'llicia lis, is mentiolled by 
Josephus j I and the same pl·opl t.: an- known to have had 
colonies in tlu' other cities of thl:' if'laIJu.' 

To this SllCc('(:<ied sOll1e of the smaller i ~lallds of tbe Archi- the Arebipe­

pelago, t.!xtelldi1Jg northward as far as the H ellespont, where it lago. 

is ulll.1t:rstood that the l'hU'llicialis fouuded the citil's of Pro-
Ilcctus and llithyuiulll; ' t4e coasts of Sirily and Malta· were 
likewist: occupied, in addition to those of Crete, at this early 
period.~ 

It will b(' rell!embcrcd that the island of Crete is made the aud Crete; 

poiut of departure for t.h e Tyriau Ilt-r("ules, whose route from 
thence, ill 3.(·complisbillg the tenth labour, is minutely described 
ill the fable.6 

Having traversed the deserts of Libya, built the city ofallO in SpahI.. 
H Ccatolllpylos. amI introduced civilization and the knowledge 
of agriculture as he passed along the coast of Africa, he reached 
the Straits of Cadiz, and erected, at the l'xtre,Inity of the two 
continents, the columns which bear his llame.1 

, Ant., lib. JX., cap. xiv. 
I Stmbo, lib. XVI1., p. 1003, compared witJI Thu<'ydicles, VI. 2. 
I Steph . de Urb • V., p. 2 . 
• Besides the vestiges of Pho:-niciatl remains which have QeeD found in dif. 

ferent parts of tht!8e islllOO1, otliers have Tt!<."IlUtiy bt!eD discovered by ?\Ir. 
WiUi"ffi Winthrop, Consul for the United Stales, and Mr: Walter Lock, of 
the Royal Artillery, wltll8t e:lCll\'ating a temple at Citla Veeclu8, 

• Thacydide9, VI., p. 2. • Diod. Sic., lib. IV .. cap. '". 1 lbid. 
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He continued his expedition by the invasion of Spain, and 
haviug overcome Chrysaor, the father of' Geryon, he carried 
off as booty th~ oxen of the latter, which ire made to represent 
t.he gold of the country. and thCll retu~ed towards Phcenicia 
by way of Gaul, I Italy, ann. the isJauds of Sicily and Sardinia. 

Notwithstanding the obscurity of' Phrenician history, and 
the myskry ill which that people enveloped their earliest 
enterprises, there is little doubt. that the principal events have 
been preserved in t.he preceding mythological version. 

The morc distaHt entt:rprlses were not undertaken till the 
dominion of the Phamicians was firmly estahlished over the 
eastern islallds of the M('(literranean ; yt t from incidental cir­
cumstances it. would appear that Cadiz in Spain, Utica, L eptis. 
and some other sctlkments in the Ilorthern shorts of Africa, 
were found ed about three ccnturies anterior to Carthage.~ 

It will elscwhere he seen that tm account of the mines., Tar­
tcssus and the rest of the southern part of lueria became one 
of the most important of tIl(' J>hrenician settlements, and Cadiz 
became olle of the ports fi-olll whieh distallt voyages were 
undertaken. These, as regards the .circumnavigation of Afi-ica, 
and also the Ophirian voyages, wcre probably bast--d upon the 
extensivc caravan lincs, by which sufficiellt geographical know-

Trade by land ledge Dlust have becn obtailJed to prepare the way flJr the 
led to the_ . l · cd"" f h l'h "" b . 'Voyap'l'ofthe uarmg exp Ihons 0 t e oomClans y sea. 
Pbt2uieianl. Although the advaucemcut of the Egyptians must have 

B.C. 1672. 

been st:riously retarded by thc protracted contests, which ter­
minated in the expulsion of the sh~herds, it will be seen that, 
subsequclltly to this event, the progres!l of that people became 
very rapid. 

About 137 years after the period when Joseph had been 
all-powerful in Egypt, the increasillg numbers of' the Hebrews 

, From a Teed!. translation made by l\1onM. S. M uuk , of the Phcenicilln 
inscriptioll at Marseilles, it appeara tbat it contained variolU regulations, de­
scribing with much detail the manner of conducting the u.crifiCe8 in a temple 
of na'al, which a Phamician or Carthaginian population at olle time poNeIIed 
in that city. Jour!!al Asiatiqul!, pour Novl!mbre et Decembre, 1847, pp. 
473·532. 

I Compare Bachart. Geog. Sacra, V., p. 373, with VelleiU3 Patereuiu, l.t 
p. 2, and Aristotle, de Mirabil., c. cdvi.; alw Diod. Sic., lib. Y., cap. XV. 
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had aw~k~ned the jealousy and even the al~rm of the people; :h:'E;i;!.. 
or, as It IS expressed, "there arose a king who kn ew not . l' . 

J oseph j") and Am(l~s or Chehran, the reigning Pharaoh, as 
f,he surest means of guarding against dallger, d.etermined to 
reduce them to a statt: of servitude, instead of considering them, Tub and 

. T f J bondage of the as hert.'tofofc, Ins guests. he descendants 0 acob now brael,tes. 

became the working population of the country: oppressive 
task!, were allotted to them, ·t.he fulfilmcnt of' which was 
rigorously cxaeted. 

The people contilllH'd ill th is state about eighty-eight years, 
du ri llg which time of real hOJ\da~c th('ir patriarrllal form of 
governmellt does not appear to have \)(, (" JI altered j the t.asks, 
wejghty l'nough doubtless, werc di!':trihlltcu by their own 
officers ' ~ and thc sllperilJtt'lIdan('e was left to . the H ebrew Exacted ,;,ndH 

, the $ .. perm-
Shotcr im, Ilnd l~ r t he g('l1('rai d irC'ctioti of Egyptian overseers. tcu~ence of 
TI 1 1 ·1 . . 1 . f!i. 1 ' .1 Ihr,ro,." lilt t U~ (al y pronSlOllS were altlp t.', IS!':U ('!en t y enucnt officl' ..... 
from the subsequcut reeoll ('ct ions of Egypt, ann the reproach 
addressed hy the })('opl e to tll ei r lc~l(h'r, that" th(·y had eaten 
hrcad to the filiI " wh('1J i ll Ef-.,)'pt.1 

The mighty ~ igns anu. woudl!rs pt·rfonm-d through the 
agency of .Moses, in the re~iol1 of Zoan L or Talli s, haviop- at 
length convinced Pharaoh that the chiidrt'll of hrael were RC, 1584. 

uHd('r the specipl protection of an olllnipot.ellt Power they 
were permi tted t,) depart; therefore, tak ing th<:ir flocks and 
all that was theirs, they journeyed from Raltles('s to Suc('oth.~ 

The traveller who is acquainted with tiws{' localities can Posi tion of 

1 " 1 I·f!i 1 . ·d ·t·· hi· 1 the land of scarce y It!e any { I cu ty In 1 ('ntl ylllg t e tract ylllg a. ong Gushera, 
the eastern branch of the Nile with the land of Goshen, or 
Geshen, mcaning t.he pasture country, which from the foray 
made by Zabad and otherR agai nst the cattle of the men of 
Gath,6 was evidently the nearest part of Egypt to l>alcstine, 
for it is clear that the foray took place befoee the Hebrews 
quitted the country, and whilst they still retained their 
pastoral character. 

On account of its numerous branch canals, E sh Shurkcych, DO" F.&h 
Shurkiyeb. 

, Ex()(t, chap, I ., v. 8. 
~ ElIod., chap. XVI., v. a. 
) ElIod. ~ ohap. Xli" v. 37, 38. 
VOL. II. 

, Exoo., ellap. V., v. B. 
• Paalm LXX VIII., v. 12, 43. 
, I ebron., chfl,p. VIJ .. v.:!1. 

\I 



98 DEPARTURE OF TilE J8RAELlTF.S. [CHAP~ IV. 

the supposed representative of the pasture country, is one of 
the richest portions of the Delta: such also it must have be~n 
in former times. when watered by the I~usiac branch of the 
Nile; antI the position of this tract coincides much better with 
the circumstmlCl'S attending the ExOdus than any locality 
higher up the Nile. 

Ancicllt ] IicroJlolis, or Hamcscs, is T1(>arly in the centre of 
the SliPPOSl'd pasture country, and, making a trifling circuit, it 
is RLout fifty miles from thence to the sea of' Sill:Z. The first 
stage wa~ Su('coth, whieit, as the llame seems'to indicate, was 

Flight ufthe most likely an encampment of booths; and the sc('ond >vas at 
hra~liles. Etuam, on the borders of the wiid(>rJl(,ss, hoth places bl:!ing 

apparC'ntly,\·ithin the limits of GObhen; for it was only when 
the Israelitcs were about to pass thc borders, that Pharaoh 
hastened <lftcr the fugitivt's, either from Zoan or Memphis, 
bllt probably from the former. Thl' desert (called Shur),1 
which the H ebrews had now reu!:hed, c\ identiy commenced 
Oll the t;:asteru sllOre of illt:: Gulf of ~uez, WlIOilC waters pr~ 
bably cxteml('d farther at that timc' thau at present, in the line 
now partly o('cnpicti by the' bitter lakes. Etham may, there­
fore, have been at the extremity of the ancient inle~ perhaps 
only a few miles to the Ilorth-we<;t of its present termination, 
near Suez j so that, in following the direct lil)c towards Pales­
tine, the IIebrews, after touchillg the sea at the place in 
question, would have vassed at alief' into the wilderness . 

• lId pllnllit by Pharaoh having been apprized that the three days' journey 
Pba~b. was about to be exceeded, rapidly followed with his chariots, 

when the Hebrews turned, as commanded, and cJlcampE'd 
before Pj~hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, over agairu;t 
Ba'al Zephon; a position so cnclosed that it led Pharaoh to 
say ... they are clltangh~d in the land."it In turning from the 
direct line, the fugitives would equally move along the western 
side oftbe ilact, whether in its present or its supposed state; and 
they must in one short march have had an almost inaccessible 
mountain on their right, the sea of Suez on their left and in 

B.C. U8.. their front; whilst their pursuers occupied a poiition in their 

, Exod, chap. XV., v. 22; Numb., chap. XXXIIL, Y. 6, 7,8. 
• :&100., chap. XlV., v. 3. 
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rear, which effectually covered the whole space between the 
right side of the Red Sea and J ebel Adaggi, or the MouJltain w .... ro.- the 

of Deliverance; thus, in fact, leaving tht'm only the prosp('ct ~fRedSell. 
death or captivity. " 

But the moment of their deliverance was at hand, and amidst 
murmurings and hopeles.c; ul'spair, a strong cast wind became 
the immediate instrumcnt of' the Almighty. 

The waters of the Hed Sea 'form a shallow bay below SUi!z, P OOIltiODOfthe 

and a l1arrow inlet north~wcstward of the towll, which, as before -. Qfs..ez. 

observed, once 'extcnd(·d nmch fartht.'r. The peculiar position 
of this inld., alld lil r (·xcc<·dillg violt'nce of the winds whieh 
oer.<lsionally pn·vail, in the upper part of the U ed f;ca cspc('ially, 
S('em to bear out the explanation which has been frcqu(:ntly 
given respecting th is pro, id('utial interpositiolJ. ' A yiolent 
wind coming from the east, or rath(·r n(lJ'th· ('ast, would, owing 
to the nature of' these localiti{'s, hal e thr effect of sC'pnrating 
the waters fIt th<' "pot wh~r(' (\ small bend tak<"s })Ia('(', just aboye 
the town of Su~z; and hy (,OlltillOing to driyc th" lower portion 
of' thc waltors outward~ durillg the who1<- night, the I sraelites 
would have the H('('e"8ary tilll(, to eHert their passage between 
the wat(·rs thus separated. Their es('npe Lcing disrovered at r.-~oftb~ 

d 1· h 1 . ., d I t' f h Isnwl,tes, aDd ay IS t, ant a pursUlt COnlJtlcnc('u , a f'; U (C'll cessa Ion 0 t e dCltructioDof 

wind, hy al10wiug the separ!lted waters to rush inwards and tbe EgJptiUIi. 

outwards at the same instant, would be suflkient to complete 
the miracle hy overwhelming the host of the EgyptiaHs. 

Independently of the argulllcnt from the position of' the 
inlet of SUt'z, thetl' is evidence that. this wa. __ the route taken, 
from the Ilames J ebel Adagp:i alld 'Vad: Faroun2 being pre~ 
served all its western side, also those of 'kin Marah and 'Atn 
MuM, with others, on the way from its eastern shore towards 
Mounts Horeh and Sina·i. 

With regard to the passage of the I sraclites, it is very T!1Iditionl 

remarkable that Diodorus relates a tradition, that on one o:tll~:: 
occasion the sea suddenly retired, and after leayillg its bed dry 
for a time, returned as suddenly,3 

I CompAl'8 chap. VJn. of Supplement to Shaw', Travels witb p. 245, 
vol. I., of Bruee'li Travels to DillCOver tbe Source.of the Nilo. Dubliu, 1791. 

I .Map of the Red Sea, by Captain R. Moresby, Indian Navy . 
• Lib. III., e&p. n. 
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As the Hebrews had long lived under the Egyptians, they 
could scarcely have bern inferior to them in their knowledge of 
the arts of life, when their GOO,UOO families I departed to assume 
an important position alllonb"St the natiWls of the world; yet it 
appears that t.heir civilization and wealt.K were less than those of 
some of' the tribes existing at that time ill Arauia. 

At the eOmltH'IlCelllcnt of the Exodus, the eighth king of 
Edom 1"('si(lt·d at t.hc ("Ipital, Dillhalm; and under him were 
l,lcn;/l depewIt-llt princf's, who governed as UTRlly cities, as 
Bozrah, Avith, Masrckah, Hcholmth, P:m, &;e.I That the 
surroulIlling country \\ a.<.; well cultivated, is evident from the 
existencc of wdls, fields, alld villeyards; awl what is called a 
., king'.; highw:ty ,. passed through the coulItry.s 

The alli f's of this people, whose t.,·rritoril's were situatt:d ncar 
and Mi,J iani'~ the Elanitic gulf; were sti ll l/Iore atlvuneed, for the Midiauitcs 
allhrlimeof 'J hi " d dl I d the EIOOIl$. are sal to ave pOS.<;l'SSC( many Cltlt'S alt goo y cast cs; an 

beiug at the s,1 Jl H'ti me manut;u:turcY'S, t lwy had a grp:lt store 
of artic]('s made of goat's hair and woo1.· Moreover, it 
appl'arf; that th{·y had amassL'd ('hains, Lraeclets, car-rings, 
and tahlets to tbe Yalue of lU,75U shekds of gold. Nor 
were their nomadic riclH's lcs,; considerable; since amongst 
the spoil aftcrwards tahn hy the lsraeliks, ' arc cnunwratcd ~ 
675,000 sheep, 72,000 bt.·eves, and 61 ,OQO as.<;ef<. But 
tram an incidental circumstance, it would appear that the 
Midianites were lIlore distinguished for their civil polity than 
even for their wealth. 'VhclI the Israelites reached their 
halting-place, near Ut'phidim, after the memorable destruction 
of the Amalekite!<,· Jdhro the priest of Midian quitted bis 
residence all the opposite shores of' the Elanitic gulf; and came 

I This number has been considered much too great for a p(>riod of 480 
yee.f!I, but as Abraham'~ ~rvanUi, &c. con~i,tCl! of 316 persollS shortly aft~r 
hia arrival in Judea, the 1 .. raelites must ncce6sarily have been a large body of 
people, at the lime of their going down to Egypt; of "'iJich, tile 80ne of 
Jacob may be comidered 80 many Sheikhs or Chiefs . 

• Gen., cJJIlP' XXXVI., v. 33, &C. 
o Numb., chap. XX., v. 17; D(.'Ut., chap. 11., ,. 27 . 
• Nulnb., cJlllp. XXXI., v. 20. 
I Ibid., v. 36. 
I Exod., chap. XVlI., v. 11, 12. 
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with his daughter Zipporah, and his two grandsons, Gcrsham 
and Eliezer, t,o congratulatc Moses, and ofi'f'r a sacrifiC'-c and 
Lmrntroffcring for the great deliverance of his son-in-law and the 
Israelites from thc tllraJdom of Pharaoh. This visit throws 
great light 011 the state of the Arabs at that period; for it was 
011 thc following day that Jethro instructed Moses ill their 
principles of governlllent, which would a})pear to have been 
the most p<'rfect tlwlI known, 

On perceiving that Moses was attempting to carry out a 
crude system, ~\'hi('h could not b(' put in practice without wearing 
out till' prillc(' as well as tht' peoJllc, J tthro proc('edcd to make .~d i,nstn.>C1s 

k h' h I I ' I h I b h f' ' him In thl! ' IIOWII to 1111 a JIll't Ot "1]('] at ornc t l' tt'st 0 t::-qwnencc d(>blil~ofArab 
amongst th e' Midianites ami otil(' I' Arabs, alld whieh wa!> at once p<Jlny, 
simple amI efficient.; it collsistl:'d ill nppoiuting meJl of truth, 
alld hating {'oV('tOUSIICS~ to bc rulers o\'{'r tellS, and fifties, and 
humln,ds, nnd thou"ands, These 11Jciivj(luuls Wl'rc to share the 
burden wi th MORC". to whom only thr ditficult caRC'S were to he 
refl'rr(·d, by judging: the people nt all st'a"one llgrcenbly to 
('stahlislH'd laws, no Jonbt similar to tho;;e .dready in use 
amonb"St the Midiauites, 

After delivering these instructions, Jethro return{'d to his 
own people; aud we arc exprt's~ly told that, Moses" hearkel1cd 
to his voice," and did all that he lmu Haiti, " by choosing able 
lliell out of all Israel, whom he made heads over til (! people." 

The jurisprudence thus horroll'(,d f'l'Ul1l the Midiauiti"h Arabs. 
was e\-jdelltly based on tht· patrinrchal authority, by which the 
head of a fam ily regulatt's absolutely, the concerns of his 
childrell, his scrvDIlt8, and other iIlTllat(' ,; of his hO\lsdlOld; ill 
the way still {'xelllplifh~ by the A nizeh, the Shamar, and the 
other great tribes of Arahia_ 

In the patriarchal sysu.'m, a family represents the unit in the 
sc.'\le of government; and the uuion of two such famili ('s. 
under the older of the parents, gins the head of t.en; the 
political union of' ten such families, probably also eOlluectcd by 
hlood, and acknowledging as chief; or elder, one whose Ilgf' and 
other qualities might comtnaud a preference, Ilecessarily gi\cs Details of the. 

the chief or judge over fifty; whilst au aJli8.I1C~ uf aLout dQuble ~:;;;dUlb;t 
the IlUmber would form a higher tribunal, that of Olle hundred, MI*t, 
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whieh corresponds to the tribe of au inierior Sheikh of the 
present day. A larger body, sueh as might be composed of 
ten of the latter, or ahout 1000 males, walo, aHlong the H ebrews, 
a " House of Father<; ." 

In the elise of the A rabs, the office of' chief was at first derived 
from birth awl a~t', Lut it aftt!rwards b('canH' elccti\'e, through 
the heads offamilje~. Such is the cru.c in China, where the social 
linJ..." lire carried from the peas:lllt upwards to the sovereign 
patriarch. 

The h{'ad of a houS{' offathers, lik{, a ShC'lkh of Arabia, was 
rt·sponsible to the gTt'at She'lkh or Emir, and as a matter of 
cour::;c tiH're must have bel'lt twdve sHeh to rcprebellt thc sons 
of Jacoh i ('ath 1::1\ ing tIlt: Il"Sibtance of a (·hid' geneal ogist or 
scribe to aid ill decidlllg the ordinary questions of internal 
govel'llmcnt, tIl(' greatest and Illost 1lI01Hl'utous ('ases alone 
being reserved fiJr tilt· jud!!,mt'nt of Mo .. e ... 

III this rt'spect., <Iud iudeed in lll,my other pnrtieula.rs, the 
Thi. 'OI'llS positioll of the lIeLrl'w 'Prince dim'red little frolll that of a 
s.mllar to that great Emir of tIl(' j)r('s{'ut J'l)" Tim" Sheikh l'sa. of tht, 
of the Arabs ' . 
of~~seut MOlltefik Slit di "pcur.inp; ju!>ti('l' ti'tHn hi:- di\\,ill in his square 
da,_ mat ClleiUSUl'C at the tOI\ll of Al K lit, "hell, <IS will be I10ticed 

PI"OlIl1l1gatiOll 
ofth. II10TIlI 
luI', 

in its proper place, 1](' Wit.., to l'eCeiH: the collllllandcr and 
officers of the Euphrates E).peJitioJl. . 

On the dcpartur{' of' J edno, who refused the tempting 
advantal!es oflim·J by his bOlI·in·law, Moses, agreeably to the 
command then given, "that the people bhould serve God 011 

this mountaiu" (Sinal). leJ bis charge to the pa!:lture-groulld, 
where he fOfmerly tended the flocks of his father-ill-law. 

From tile summit of Silla'i was now promulgatt'd, with cir~ 

cumstances of awful AT3udeur, a brief &ummary of llIoral and 
religious duties, which was aftt'rwards engm\oen on tables of 
stone, as a perpetuallilemorial of' the obli~lltions of' the Hebrews 
towards their im isiule king. But ill order that they might he 
neither forgott<.'n nor misunderstood, an extensivt: code was 
added, containing numerous ordinances for their civil aDd 
religious government. These laws were made known in detail, 

B. C. 1583. from time to tim e, by the powerful voice of Aaron, from the 
'top of Horeb; a spot which, owing to its moderate height and 
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the facility of approaching it on all sidetfwas admirably suited 
tor oral communication with an immense multitude. 

The priesthood being sanctified and set apart, and the tahe;~ 
uacle, or moveable temple, being completed, the Israelites were and c<ll\lItrne-

Id b b 
1'00 oftbe 

to t at t ey had dwelt long enough on the mount; ' and the labo:roadt. 

cloud bcing removed to sign ify that all was ready, the whole 
body procef>ded towards the wilderness of Paran. As this 
oceurred on the 20th day of the se('ond month of the second 
),car,1 and as "they had r eached Mount Sin;}1 precisely at the 
completion of the third month alter the ir drparture from 
Eb'YPt, 3 the tlllH' occupwd in receiving tllt's(' la\\ s wa,> clcHm 
months and twenty days. 

Most,S, however, iustead oftrustmg to In~ OWI\ topographi(·alJo .. tnl!~G(the 
kId · j·h· I j·h· ddhraehtt'S, 'uowe ge III a case 0 !;UC Importan ('e a:. t lat 0 t e mt('Tl e 
route, and aLove all of oLtailling \1 ab.:r for £, 0 ,a!>t a multitude, 
appea i('d to the Midianites; and aft('T SOInt;! diffi('ulty, his relative 
Ilahab, th(' SOli of Hagu('] or J(· thro, no douut Ly the desire of 
his father, conscnwll to bt, their guide, (Jr, as it is expressed, 
" to Le instead of e),('s."1 111 COlls('quent'e of this arrangcmellt, 
it tell to the lot of the M ldianitish prlllec to decide on the cooduttN by 

. , tl Hobab, 
places of Cfl<'alll pmcllt, as \\-1::11 a~ to Le otherWise use lliI to le 
I sraelites, particularly (ll l cOlllllJencing a nomadic life; which 
a lthough btfore unknown to the B eL!'('ws, was gellerally that 
of the Midianitcs and other triLt's of Arabia. 

This circumstauce therefore sufficiently explains why H abah 
was offered a shart~ ill the expected benefits of the I sraelites, pro-­
vided hc continued to guide them ;~ :llld being accllstomed to 
lead his peovle and their flocks to the' ' litfcrcnt wadis where 
pasture was abundant, he found little difficulty in performing 
his task. 

In moving from the camp at Horeb, the standarrl of the 
children of Judah led the way; it was followed by those of 
Issachar, Zebulun, &C., I all taking the direct route by slow 
marches towards Kadesh~Baruea, which is eleven days' journey 
by the way of Mount Seir,· flO doubt mOl'ing by short stages I./ld makio! 

... rt ...... 

I Df'ut., cbap. l., v. (l. I Numb., cllnp X, v. 11, 12 . 
• Exod., chap. XIX., v. 1. • Numb., chap. X, v. 31. 
• tbid., v. 32. • Ibid., v. 13, 14, 15, &c. 
1 Deut , chap. I., v. 2. 
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from spot to spot, lik4lthe great nomadic tribes of the present 
day j l and it lllay be ohserv(,d that towards the latter part of 
the pilgrimage tIlt' gralJd Mekkah caravan passes over a COD­

siderahk portion of the tracts troddcll by the I sraelites during 
the Exodus. 

they ree.eh the 
bord~rs of 
CIIDIUID. 

From the wildpTllcSS of Sin, the llchrcws took a north-
w('stf'r1y direction to th(, ~outhcrn hord('ro; of' CatHHIII, where 
till') rl'rtHlillt'd f(Jlty da)'s/ wiu'n the 1\\t'lve spies returllcd with 
suell alal'lllilll; accoullt~ of their clicllli('8. that a'panic ensued. 
The ('OIlH'qU('I\C'c was, tbat they IIOt ollly aimudut'H.:d the intended 
COtHlucst, but <I danp.crolls illsun'cctiou hl'Oh out against Moses 
and Aaron; and lloh\ithst:l.Ildillg the adviec givclI hy Jo~hua 
alld Calph, who ll!1rrO\dy c"caped heHl~ stOIl<'.oU to Jeath for 
endeavouring to )'t'stol'e order, }In'paratiolls were ('ommUlH'ed 
fur returnin~ to EI!:~ pt uwkr Rnothc l' captain. ' A feeble 
attempt was made to pu::.h tht'ir W:lY, hut this filileu; amI, as a 
puni::hmcllt for their wallt of contiutllcc ill the 61'st instance, 
and presumption ill the second, the hradiks of that genera· 
tion wcre iukrdictt'd [i'om l'n tcrill g the prollli;;;cd laud. 

Defeat aDd 
retreat along 

W"" 
el • Arabah to 
E&ion-gelN'r. 

A seriom. ddt'at by the AlllalcJ..ite~ and Callaanites baving 
followed Jwar H onnah, aud the purpo"c of (·nteri ng Canaau 
being al.'lndollcd, the discouraged hraclitl's cOllllllenct'd a 
retrogTade 1ll0\ t'lIlent towards thl' '\ ildNlless of Sin; prohably 
with the intcntioll of returning to Egypt. It was duriug tIle 
early part of this r('tr<.:at that til£' awful (h'struC'tioll of Korah 
and his COllll'lllliolls o(·t'urrul; aud the authot'ity of Moses and 
Aaroll Leing ~uPJlorted by this interposition of I-'roviJence, the 
Hebrews submitted once morc to their ftUidance, and were 
conducted through the tortuous wadis 011 the western side of 
'Vadi eI AraLah, till they cro:o,scd tht· latter at the head of' 
the Elanitic gulf: Turning northwards at or near .Ezion-geber, 
their wanderings continued along the ea&teru side of the ,"alley 
in qut--stioll, to Mouut Hor, where Aaron died. A detour was 
now made round the COUlltry of the Edomites, 4 who had refused 
the use of the highway, and aJ,o that of the Moabite. and 
Ammonites, who being thus taken in flank, no longer offered 

, St!e above, vol. I., pp. {iS3, 684, 6!!5, &c. 
1 NlImb., ohap. XIII., v. 25. a Ibid .• chap. XIV., v. 4. 
4 )lJid., chltp. XX., v. 11-21. 
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serious resistance. Heshbon, Bashan, &t., having successively Ad't'&DCI!.tothl! 

fallen, the Israelites halted in the plains of Moab,' at the foot (""t"f'oJ.>isgah. 

of risgah, after spoiling the Midiauites of their gold, silver, 
aud flocks. 

Duriug the preceding period the Pentateuch must have 
been completed, }lrobably from written as well as oral te!>ti­
many; and herc the great leader of the HelJrews terminated IlHth of 
his earthly career, after allottillg the several tracts destined for M::~a;~dtbe 
the hwlvc triucs; who }lassed the J orrlau accordingly the same )ordaD, 
It.-ar, not long after the visit of Balaam from Mesopotamia, 
sHd his forced prophecy. 

Although the wau(krillb"S of the llf'brews had ('outillued for 
lorty ycars, the extcut of tlll' coulitry trawrsed was vI' ry 
lilllited, ueing chiefly confincd to the wadis lying westward 
and eastward of the range of Mount Seir, or rather of Wadi 
cl 'Arabah. The cou1ltry all each si,le of this depression is well 
known, particularly the beateu track of tht! annual pilgrims to 
Mekkah. The pasture throllp;hout thi s lille is for the most part 
good; and the Ist'aclitc!' thus POss(;ssed this importantad"antage 
to an equal, if not to a greater, extt-llt than the pastoral Arabs of State o(tlle 

h d 'TI " " d" d t" t" h Israelire. t eprescllt ny, H'Y wen', It IS true, cprlvt' 0 marlY a t esimilar to that 

comforts they had enjoyed in EfrYPt, as fish, CUCUIllOt'rs, melons, Olfthl! Arab&. 

letlks, onions, garlick, &e.;' but having ample flocks, they were, 
as a matter of course, provided with the ordinary means of 
subsistence which the nomadic life affords, independently of the 
miraculous supply of quails alld mantla. Even water was pro-
duced for them when their guides failed to find it at the 
diHerent cisterns or secret wells which, from time immemorial, 
llave existed in northern Arabia. 

The erratic life of t.he wilderness, which the Arabs have 
continued in the manner already described,1 with enviable con­
tentment, almost from the time of the Dispersion, was intended 
lIS, and 110 doubt became, a serious punishment to the Ull­

manageable followers of Moses, who had been hitherto only 
aeeustomed to a settled mode of lif~ in Egypt. 

But with the cxnnct.iun of' one generation their probation OceuPlitioc of 
Judea. 

, Numb., ell .. p. Xl., 'I, 6. • See lI.oove, vol. 1'1 pp. 682, 683, &c, 
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terminated, and Joshua, having succeeded Moses, led the 
people across the Jordan. A portion of the inhabitants appear 
to have fled from Philistia to Africa, and they are said to have 
erected a monUlllent eonmlemoratiH' of their flight from J osbua, 
SOil of NUll, the robber. I 'On the saUle occasioll another 
section of the ancient inhabitants took il north.easterly direc· 
tion, and proceeded into Armcniil nndl'r a I~ader named 
CanRRllidas, whose des{'(,~lldau ts, as well as those of his followers, 
were nft<>rwards known by the !lnme of GUlJthanialls,~ 

The flight of a portion of the earliest iuhabita'nt.'i of Palestille, 
seems to have been fil.eilitau·d. by the inu'rcoursc which (;011-

tinued to exist betwcen distant coulltries afh'r the Dispersion. 
This illtpfCQUrSC i:; c\'iut'ut, ill the case of' the Cal1aanites and 
Philistines, from a pas,o;uge ill one of the prophets, by which we 
learn that tilt' Palestilles (Philistines), were brought out of 
Caphtor or C:tppaliocia (the western or third Armenia), and 
the Syrialts fmm Kir: whieh is ulsa ill Armcllia. 

The Israeli te'i, howevcr, had nut becH lOllS on the western 
side of tht! .J oruan, and were not as yet ill full possession of the 
promised land; when shortly after t.he death of' Joshua, about 
151(; B.C., they submitted to the arms of Cushdll-Rishathaim, 
whose appcl!atiol4 of wicked Cushitc lIlQst likdy owed its Ol'igin 
to his desccut from Niutrlld, and to his heing, at the same 
time, thcir determined t'llemy; allu it appears that the Hebrews 
continued uud{'r his yoke, aud in a statf' of servitude, for about 
eight years,~ This prince rliled Mesopotamia, which was then 
a separate governmcnt from that of Assyria. 

At the period in question, a protracted contest for the 
domiuiOlJ appears to have been maintained with alternate suc­
cess between this kingdom and that of Armeni~. Heykab, 
shortly after the commencement of his reign over the latter 
kingdom, i& said to have raised the national glory to a greater 
height than it had attained previously. H e subdued Amindas, 

, Procopius, de Vand., lib. II. 
I Hist. of Armenia, by,J. AvJall , Esq" vol. I., p. 27. 
, Amos, chap. IX., v. 7 . 
• ,lackson', Chron~l. Antiq., Tol. I., pp. 137, 13S, compared with J\ld1P"o 

ch. III., v. S. 
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king of Assyria. and compelled him to do homage; but Wa.l"f bttwem 
B 1 f h 1 d 

the Aru,,!\li&DI 
Belochus or e ock, the successor 0 t e atter, recoverc the &lid Auyrian •. 

lost ground, having during a hotly.contested campaign defeated' 
and killed Heykab. 

Reverting to thc westt:rll extr~ity of the Old \Vorld, it 
will be seen that Egypt, BOW a united kingdom under the 
ei~hteenth dynasty, or the Diospolitan kings, was rapidly 
advancing in power and iu ci,·ilization. This was more par-
ticularly the cruse at the period of the Exodus, and even for 
some time previously. Amenophjf;, th(' nint.h sovereign of the 
Jille in quest.ion, is supposed to have crectt:!d the celebrated 
MeOlllonia at Thebes, and the fourth in succession was H.uneses R.mele& n. 

" III SHoetru. 
the Second,t or the Great, ,\ho appears to have been the D.C.137b to 

Srsostris of the Greeks, all(l probably the s('cond monarch so B.c. 1328; 

called. 
This sovereign has been known under so many different 

namt's, that cOllsideraLle difficulty i~ felt in establishing his 
identity, aud some have doubted his existence. Newton, and 
after hilll Marshalll,t ('onc('ived that thi!l individual represented 
the Sesac, or Shil'huk uf the lIebrew s('fipture, whilst a 
contrary opiuioll is maintained by Hales, Hussel, Gatterer, aud 
others. H Such a controversy," observes the ICfTllt.-d Jahn, "is 
not easily decided ;"J but if the 247 years given by Mallctho 
to the sovl.!reigll'i between Tcthmosis or Thummosis, who 
expelled the shepherds, :md Rames{'sl or Sesostris, be deducted 
froUl the time of that expulsion ill 1623 B.C., the commence· 
mcut of the rdgn of the great Egyptian monarch would have 
taken place about 1.376 B.C. and its termipation in 1328 B.C. ~ 

Herodotus,~ ill a more general way thall the Egyptian priests, Period of lila 

says that there were 330 kings after Mcnes; eighteen being reigu, 

Ethiopians (apparently the &hepherds), and that the rest were 
Egyptians, an being mCIl, with the exception of one, a woman, 

, From Ma.uethu, Ane. Fragments, by I. P. Cory, £."'l" pp. 117, J 19 . 
• Chronol., XIV., p. 353. London, 16i2. 
I Jabn'. Hebrew Commonwealth, "01. I .. p. 13S. 
t Ane. Fragmentll, by I. P. ('oJfY, }oA.q., PI" 173, 174 . 
• hh.netbo IJtateI in hit aeeond hook, that 3esostris reigned 48 ye&l'I. Ibid. 

Cory, p. 110. 
Herod., lib. II., cap. xcix., c. 
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named Nitocris. Of these, nothing' particular is recorded, with 
the exception of MU"ris, who du~ the bke that bears his name, 
and Sesostris Thi!'. Jast sO'rereign ('onductcd a fleet from the 
Arabian Gulf; and, hill ing conquered the nations bordering on 
the Erythrean Sea. he refurnf'd to Egypt; and proceediug 
again at the head of a mighty army. he travcl'&cd the COll­

tinent of A!>ia, nnd subjugated (,"ery natiol! that opposed him.l 
His ('xploits. :IS well as those of ThullllllObis, arc indi('ated 0 11 

U1d coDquest!;. the 'HIlls of the ruiucd palace at Thehe ... whic·h' b('ars hi~ name, 
aud where he is rq>rcscntcd ao; a great cOllqueror bringing 
home ill triumph llumerous capti\ cs taken from various nations. 
The im'asions and <:ollqucr,ts of tillS monan .. h arc knowu 
traditionally in IlJ<lHY coun trll" with thi~ peculiarity, that the 
enterprises \\ erc Hut merely tile hasty inruads of Afi-ican 

Amy of 
8eso5tr'i IU P­
ported b} t .. o 
ll~et&. 

hordes. The main botly, actlllg Oil the Jirl"d lim', was sup­

poru·d by h\O \-1I;;t flCl·t ... : olle of' t.hese appears to have sailed 
round Arabia, in order tu !>IlPP0l't th e right flank 011 the side 
of A&ia, "]l; \st the otlH'T 1lloHd frOlll the }.oh·tlitcrranean to the 
Hlach. Be:'I, to &llpport th e opNatiolls ill that quarter j and Loth 
of them carried the suppli es whidl arc indispem:ablc to illsurl' 
success ill such gigantic operations. Tv. () p.rl':lt fl ed." pro­
ceeding from tqe oppo!.itc ~horc& of Egoypt, ,lll d thus provid('d, 
mus t have ICSSCllf'U tbl: diftkulti c,> attl'mling tIlt· mOVemellts of 

such a prodiJ!ious force , and also haH affQrded b'Teat advantages 
to Scso!.tri<;, compared" ith thos(' pos<,c!.scd at .l latcr period by 
DarillS, X crxes, aud other eastern warriors, ill their iuvasions. 

Manetho says that the conquest of" A sia, aHd Europe as tilT as 
It advaueH Thract·, occupied nine ytars, and that Sesostris everywhere 
iutoThraee. erected monuments of hi s victories.2 DiO{1orus Siculus, who 

goes more into detail, says that by the help of his fleet of 400 
ships, Sesostris gained the j<;lands of the ned Sea, and subdued 
the bordering nations as far aoS India. H e himself marched 
forward with his land army, and conquered all Asia. He 
passed the Ganges, and traversed India to t.he shores of the 
main ocean, alld laid the foundation of commercial relations 

, Herod" lib. II., cap. eii. Ace. Fragmenta, by T, P. Cory, Esq., p. 164 • 
• Manetho, book II., compared with Ace. Fragmenu1 by I. P. Cory, 

Eoq., p. 110. 
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with that part of the world. Having subdued the Scythians as 
far as the Tana"is, which river divides Europt.! from Asia, he 
rdraccd his steps towards th~ banks of the Phasis, where some 
of his Egyptian followers remained, either to cultivate the 
country, or because they weft' weafY of'the expedition.' 

Previously to th(' detcrminatioll to retreat, Sesostris had SoPJl(l5l"d 
heen in dar]~er of losillg his whole army, owing to the diffi- ::~~~CCBD. 
cultics of the pnsses aud W31lt of provisions. His;; expedition 
having terrJlill<l.t<,d, he erected pillars to cOllimemorate his 
conquests, and thclL rl"tnmcd to Egypt." In this im'asion he 
lcd, according to the historia!l ,~ 600,000 foot, 24,000 horse, Vut&nlll0( 

and 27,000 armed chariots; and \w had, as aln-ady mentioned, Sesoslril. 
flt-ds ill the AraLian and MediterralH:an ~:h·as. ] tis, hOWf'V ef, 
evident. thnt the vast force met sOllie kiud of dlt:ck in Scythia, 
from whellce Seso!;tris retired, (·ith e:r f(IT this reasou, or on 
!U'COllut of the illtelligencc w\rieh j" said to han! n'uchcd him 
a.t this period, that Iris brother Arlllais had assumed the 
sovcreignty of Egypt. He rcturtred iUlluediately, laden with 
the rieh spoils oj' Asia, antI Lringing a multitude of'cliptivcs;Clptimand 
flume harlH.·ssed to his car, others d(·stim·d to Iw employed ill forced labour. 
the 'Puhlic worh.s. These works, as the inscriptions upon them 
state, w('re raised without the: laLonr of an,)' of' his native 
~ubjects . j '1'1' 

I·'rom the tilH(, that Sesostris left 1>Ollle of bis f{)Uuw('rr< 011 

the shores of the Bh\(~k Sea, may be uatct\ that intercommuni­
cation betwe('n Eg:ypt <lnd Colehis, which induced Ammianus 
MarcdlillUS to say that the Cokhiuns Wl're :m ancient colony 
of Egyptialls.~ This is likt-wi5e the stRtclllent of' Herodotus,' 
,,,ho observes, that the knowledge posst'sscd by the Colchian!i 
was derived frot~ Egypt; and 8esostris appears to have Armeuil a 
established some of his followers alw in the valleys of the =~flIe1o( 
Caucasus. Armenia itself, as we learll) 7 was, at l('a5t for a 

, Herod()tus, lih. II., cap. ciii. "But, be this as it may," adds the I,i~. 

torian, H it appears tl,at the Colchiao, are of Egyptian origilJ."-lbid., 
cap. civ. 

• Diod. Sic., lib. I., 1IlC. II, eap. iv. • Ibid., cap. h' . 
• Ibid.. cap. i.v. , Amm.} XXIT., cap. vi.ii. 
• Lib. II., cap. elv. 
1 Hilt. of Annen .• by .T. AvdaIl, Esq., vol. I ., p. 260. 
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short time, a nominal dependell{'Y of Egypt, But, as soon as 
the conqueror quitted the country, Pharaoh, who had been 
left in charge, ' constructed strongholds, as a protection against 
future incursions.! 

The glory of Scsostris was nnt confined to his conquests, for 
he appears to ha'"c bcen almost equally celebrated for his good 

SsIoItri5' government, and his management of the resources of' the 
r~,;~nl of country: tht' subdivisioll of' Egypt into thirty inferior king­

doms, or nonws, is said to haw heen hi<; arrangement. The 
discovery of the cauicular period of 14(;0 yc'ars, in whieh the 
festivals of the sacred year (containing 365 days without a 
fraction) would return to the sallie seasons as at the COUllDence­
mt'nt, i~ no dvuLl due to the anci{'nt Egyptians; and, ac('oroing 

D.C 1m. to Strabo,2 Plato, who rc<,idcd durin!; scveml years in Egypt, 
learned from the prie~t,!, of that ('ountry wh<lt portion of' a day 
wa~ to he added to :305 days in order to make up a ('olllplcte 
tropical year, or the period in whi{'h the snn, sett,illg out from 
the first point of Arie$, returns to the same poinL 

, Hbt of Annell , by J AvdulJ, r~., vol. 1. , p. ZOO. 
I Lih. X VIl , p. 806. 



( III ) 

CHAPTER v. 

OUTLIN!!: Of' l':GYPTIAN AND J EWISII HISTORY, ,"'nOM THEIR SETTLE­

MENTS IN 1>~I CENICIA AXD PAU~STIN!':' IX 1584 D.C., TO TilE 

JJY.STRUCTION 1)1' TIlE ASS),l!lAN<; UN DER SENNACBERIB, ABOUT 

709 B.C. 

Egyptinn R eligion llnd PJlilo~phy earrierl info Grcecc.-The Shepherds 
!II.,ttle in l>hrellicia , a\\d tIle H dncw>< in l'ah~tinl'".-CI,)\OI)i\"iIl)fnce~ fr('om 
rhoonicia and Egypt tv Cret·cc.-Origin of the Argonautic Voyage.­
The Fleet returus from C'llc!d~ tu J.:yzllntium, plulldt'rs Troy, awl pro­
ceeds to Spain. - Soillc of the Arg-ouauts return to G recce by 1>C!l, other.! 
by lawt, with the hOIll}' acqllir,~!.-Lydia aml A~~yria.-NilJl1s succMJ,. 
to the Thrnn(' of the lattl' r I\:i: 'gdom.- Jle couqUt·J"S naetria, Bnd manie.s 
:-;emi ramis._This (!'WClL Ltwon\t'~ a great ('ollqueror, and found~ the City 
of Shem iramgerd.-111!o1:riplions TeganJing Semiramis found near Lake 
V no.- Nious ~uecl'('<t ~ and OrlfolUi7.<'S the Killg:liom.-pf'rivd of the TTI"ljan 
Wnr.-.I\lt'nUlon ~er"('~ at thtl sjt'gt~ with all Armf'n iao contiugf'nr.-E../a. 
bli:'lilmeot of the IIt·hr(·"· Kinb>"1:1om . .LDnvid sn(,Cf'CtI~ Saul, and is acknow. 
l ed~f'rl by the 'fwdn.· Tribc .•. - - l1e makl;'~ J ern!'aJem the capilal, and 
e8tablish(>!i his dominion O\'er .1udea, Ryria, and a part of l\le~polatllia.­
Acce;c~ioll of Rol"nJon.-The Conrt and Hegal F.,stablishments of thi! 
Muuarch.-Cost of the great Tt·mplc at .TcrusalcllI.- Solomon erects 
anuther T emple for his Egyptian QUI'ell, and t'on~tructs Tadmor and tile 
other S tor(' CitiCll.-Inqlliry eOllC'eflling" the position of Ophir.-Visit of 
the 4 ueeo uf ti le South, or A by&.<:inia. - Her Posterity by Solomon reign. 
-Sabli. and Shtlba .synnllym"\I~.-Thc ~Iimprilc~ alld SallfCalls of Afric."\ 
the same people.-I<:arly Land Trade, aud Ilufi.l'ulties IIttending Ship 
Caravans o r Mt'rCAlJtile F !I'\:b.-l'roducts of th.· Countries 011 the 110-­
Ambiqlltl.-Distnucl', amI Tinle required for a Voyage to tll is Coast.­
The other, or }O:Ao!tero Voylt{.>""e, WII.'l probably fOllUdM on a. previous 
Caravan Trade to lndia.-Sullscri t Names of the MercLandize.-Auroa 
Chet1JOnesu8 8uppo~1 to he Ophir.-Distance.lI.lId T ime required. for a 
Coasting Voyai" to the Straits of Malacca.- Tl'IIde by Barter.-Thc 
Tyriana employed by SoloDlon.-The Tyrian Hereulell, and early Coloniee 
of Tyre.-Establiahment of f'.ntbage, and variOIlS Settlements made by 
this commereial kingdom In Spajn and eliewhere.-Accession of Reho· 
boam, and aeparation of the Ten Tribes.-Shishak imades .Judea.-Con. 
IIOlldIuioli of the Armenian Kingdom.-Iovaeioo of Zerab the Ethiopian. 
- The K~ of AMyria, according to"CtHiu._In\·.uion of Judea by 
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]'ul.-Tiglatll Pilese~ r.arTies tht' JtJW5 captive into Assyria.-NabollaMar, 
aud Work~ of Semirami~ at Babylon.-StlcoUU Capti~·ity of the J ews, by 

. Shailnane.oer, and in terchaug'e of the Ten Tribes with t1u~ Assyriafls.­
Sennacht' rib su('cl'f>(ls Shll.l lllllnescr; ~ 1I1~it'('ts the Babylonialls, allu iu vadCll 
Ju,iea.-8icg(' of ,TefU'S8\('rn and de.;tructiolJ of the Assyrians. - Sen­
Illlchcrib flic~ to 1\ iUl'veh; is 3S.'IM_in/lteli by Adru.mmeh·ch and Sharezer, 
his 5On~.-Profau(' Act'ount.<. of the Discom fitllrc of tile lnvndelli. 

IT appears, from various !'ourccs, that muny of the religious 
ri t('s of t.he Egyptians had been carried into Gr{-'ccc, together 
with 5uch knowledge of astronomy. geollH'try, 'allli philosophy, 
as had OCC'U derived hy that people from Chaldea; and it is 
also known that many of th(, chiefs who were expelled from, 
or who quittl'fl Egypt abollt the tim(, of' the del'arture of the 
Shq)her(is, formed scttlemcllts in different parts of' Greece. 

Thus l nadms foumll·J <I kil!g!lom at Argo~; I Cccrops. of 
Sai'!, another ill Attica; 2 and LeJex a third, on the river 
Eurotas, afterwards ('ailed Sparta.3 I n additioll to these 
coloni!>t." two r,H'l'S of men procceJl,d, as has been lately 
mcntiolled, from the Lanks of the Nile illto Pho:micia and 
Palc!;tinc, ami thus ('ollnncnct'u the two kingdoms ,~hich 
became afterwards f'O ],('Hlarkaqlc in the hi story of' the worM. 

Que was that of til" ll t·Ln·w JX>oplc, wbo W('ft' conduetcd by 
Joshua into Palc.<:tine about 1.51:H H.C.; unu the otiu.!r that of 
the Shepherds, who, about thi rty-nine years pft'viously, were 
led by Arch·s, or Ccrtus, their last Ron-it-ign, into l'hmllicia, 
where, having l"~('ntne tl mA ri time instead of a pa.<"toral people, 
t.h cy aEsisted in fOUlldillg the city awl kilJgdolJl of Tyre; ill 
which, even as earl y as the coming of the former people, 
they appear to ha\'(~ laid the fuuudatioll of navigation and 
commerce. 

The sC'ttkmcnt of the Cadmollites in Brootia, which took 
place, accc.rding to the fablc, on their failing to find Europa, ( 
and probably a little morc than a CCll tury after the emigration 
of the Shepherds, Illay therefore be considered as an Egyptian 

, Pausanias, Greece, vol. I. , p. 117. 
~ Ibid., p. 7. and "01. II., p. 254; and Diod. Sic., lib~I., sec. r., <'*P, ·16 . 
• PausaDiu8, \'01. I ., p. 116 . 
• Herod., lib. lV., cap. exlv ii., 
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rath er than as a Phronician colony; hy which, the kuowlcdgp 
of letters and rudiments of commerce were drawn indirectly 
from Egypt. It will be remt:JUhcred, that, in additioll to thc 
preceding, a direct intercourse took place at a later perioo, hy 
the arrival of Danaus ill Greece from Egypt, I apparently about Dant.uspro-

1~30 n.c .~ These cstablishmcuts were followed by others ill G~~ 
widcly~distallt <'ountries j and though the expcditiom; which 
led to them were merely cOllltllcrciai ur piratical, they provcd 
of great illlportRIH:c, hy diffu&iug ei\"ilization ami a kllowledge 
of useful arts. . 

Phryxus and H~ll(', havillg fh·d from the tlu'cntclled wrath .'irst ,"o,..ge 
of Ino, proceeded from Ar~()s in it ~alley, either called the to ('<)leI,,~ 
Ram, or po:;silJly beariug a rarn's head/ to seck all asyluill at 
the rQUit of their rclatiH! ll~etes, kiJl~ or Cokhis. ./\.Jtc f the 
ac{'idelltal death of lIdk in the !>traits IcaJillg to\\ards the 
Black Hea, whi('h event gave rise to the lJarne uf lI cl le'!'pollt, 
ever since oornl:' hy those straits, Phryxu& contilJUt'd his \'0) age 
to Colrhis, where III' was atkrwards lIlunlen·d,· fi,r the sake of and dl':lth or 
the t".reasun's bclongillJ..;" to his fatlwr, \\hidl he had brought Pbryltu •. 

from Thebes. The d~~jrc of rt·vcrrgiug this atr'oeity c.1.useu the 
memorahle enterprise of the A rgonlluts, which has generally 
been considered allegorical, or rMher lllythologic:t!. nut 
a lthough blcnded with fiction, IIlHl partly lost in the romance 
of pottical descriptioll, the \ oya~e t'OJl\l'S to tiS so well sup" 
ported, that there is every reaS(11l to belie' c the fiJundat.ion, at 
lE'ast, to h;wc heel! correct. 'fhl' early counexion of' Coll'his 
with Egypt, the concurring testilllony of tlw Grl'('k historialls, 
ltlgether with the names, parentagc, city, amI nation of each 
individual ellgaged. in the expcdition,~ seem to Il'R\c little 
doubt regardiug the«authenticity of' an undert.aking which had, 
as is well knowrr, lIlany important consequences. 

, Diod. Sic., lib. V., "~lp. xHvi. 
t Jos., Cont. Apion, lib. 11., S. 2, says that there iuwrvenoo a period of 

393 yean between the departure uf tbe Sltepht'nls ami the Hight of DII.URUS, 

which being deducted from 1623 (!It'e above, p . 7.3) leavt'S 1230. The tie­
parture of Dallallla. from Egypt hu howt!v",r ~ell plac~J two centl1ri~ 
earlier. &:e not\: ~ p. 58, vuI. I., 'Wilkinson's An('. E!U'Plian~. 

I Diod. Sic., lib. IV., cap. xii. • Ibid . 
• ApoUoniu. Rhodilll &lId ApoUodofL1S Athenieusis, 

VOL II. 
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V_Is of tile TLe expedition appears, from the best authority, to have 
Argonfl"lo>. been of some extent, for it consisted of six ships, maD ned by 

Greciall , princes and their follower8. 1 The principal vesse~ 
(the ganey of Jason, the admiral,) the celebrated Argo, was, 
acc!)1"din g to Rowe, so called from Argos, the builder; but the 
~\lle was more probably derived frolU Argha, signifying, in 

, / the E~yptian Jangung-c, a sacred vessel, she having been taken 
to the tCllI plc of D elphos, and there consccrated.~ 

Voyagi to the The flotina reached the coast of Co1chis safely, where every 
JI[.u;;X" :;:~:I. . 

Return from 
Colchis to 
Troy. 

The !leN 
proeee,:I$ to 
Spain, &c. 

success ath'lltlcd the lalld operations under thc ThcLan Her-
cules j 3 ami some enterprises of minor illlportalll'c appear to 
have becn undertakcn in till' COlilltricR lying northward of tile 
Euxill(" }lttLlielilarly to\\anl" the I skr, till:' Tana"is, aud the 
Don, which haH' RiH'll ri~l! to SOltll' geographical difficulties, 
ill consequencc 01' the poetical l'fi'lisions of the narrators, The 
Argonaut:- arc d('~aibtd as ~haping tlll'ir eourse down the 
midd}/:: of the Pontic Sea, wllt 're th('y escaped with difficulty 
trom a "\ ioll'llt tempest, Ilud filially fl'aebed tht strait'>, which 
thcy cntered in sati .. ty, with all th\' tn.:u"ure;-; they had acqpired 
durin;; their foray~,l lu pai:>!ling, they visited the l'oulltry of 
BYZ1S, afterwards the St'at of llyzllutiutrl, <IlItl, ha ving erected 
altars and offt'T{·d sa('l'i fi<: l '<;' t.hey proceeded through the J)ro-
pOlitis aHd IIcllvspont t~) 1'!·oy. 

Ailer plundering the (~ ity. Hercules bestowed Hcsione, the 
daugh ter of' Laollledoll, upon his frit-nd Tf'Jamou, who carried 
her to Greccl' . The Argolluuts now continued thtir enter­
prise, by pro{'('cding through the Mt'ditcrrane8n to Spain, in 
which part of' thc world <'olollies were alrc'l.dy egtahlished, both 
from Egypt a!ld llhtenicia. They thell returned to Greece 
with great spoils, part of them by sea, twceping the Medi­
terranean, and the remainder hy land; and these brought with 
them imlTlt~nsc herds of' cattle. 

RiMorLydia. I.ydia hr.d already become an important kingdom, AI~us, 
the son of Omphalc, the twelnh sovereign from MeDea, or 

I Iliad, V ., 641, nnd Diad. Sic., lib. IV.) CI'Il'I. ).i. 
I Herod. , tiIJ. 1 V., eap. ch:xix . 
• Apollollorus AthenieDlli~, de Hereule, p. 45 • 
• Diod. Sic., lib. IV., cap. xiii. 
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Manes, (possibly Noah,) being on the throne. Belus, his SIlC-

cessor, is said to have subdued Assyria, and baving expelled 
the Egyptian colouy left by Sesostris on the northeru frontie'r 
of Colchis, he became. possessed of the whole empire, instead of 
being monarch of Lydia only. This sovereign was succeeded NiIlIlUUe­

by Ninus, who was prooably horn about the time his father ~:::rb~lU-l, 
took the capital of Assyria, which fhllll henceforth bore his 
name, in accordance with the custom of that period, of attach-
ing tu places ' the name. .. • 1' distillJlli <;hed individual.!>; aud 
during his cftlllp'aigm; ill Asia he obtained the lIame of Picus.1 

W e are elsewht'rc told tlillt NiIlU,; arose frolll the south/ and 
came to the Black S Cll, and thC c.x.trt;11lC north, dt:stroying 
e \·erything:! Diodol'US Siru!us' also giv('s nearly till' sallie 
accou nt, addillg. that KilJUs bad l'onqucl'cd Hadria b\·ti/l'e 
Semiramis reign.;u a!olle, and perhaps whilst she was ~till the 
wife of Menoll, The latter, who was Oil'; of the priucipal 
officers attached to the army, is supposed to have put himsdf 
to death through jealousy, and this ('\'ent opt·ncu the way fill' 

the WlioH of Semiramis with XillUS, ~crllir<tlJlis thus obtained ""d marrin 
t' h 't' I I I ' I ft Sem!ramil. scope or t e exerCise 0 WI' great ta cuts. \\ 11(' 1 were a er-

wards elllployed most etrcctin·ly ill cOlJsolidatillg her second 
husLand's conquests in llactria.\ IIerc Niuus died, and 
Semiramis became, in cons('quclJce, mistress of th t.' greater 
part of the world, one of her ('apitals bcin~ Rabylon,h He­
markable specimens uf the arts belotlgillg to this period 
were 1I0t, however, connneu to 13ahylonia i they have also 
been discO\'ered Hear Mala~!yah,' and in !Hany otber places 
throughout her dOllliniulls. These rem_ills Hrc: particularly 
noticed by Diodorus,8 especially the magliitict'llt roau COIl- ROIIdet.CA· 

structN at great· eipense by the Assyrian queen across the ;::tr!iu1.. 
, From &--llliger: Ancient :Fmgmenlll Ly l. P Cor}. E!ICJ., p. '76. 
• The Red, or the ErytlJrean Stoll.. 
• Ol'06ius' Hilt., lib. I., cnp. iv. 
• Lib. II., cap. "i. ~ Ibid., ('ap. vii. 
I Strabo., lib. XV!., p. 787. Compal'a.J \lith Dicxl. Sic., lib. 11., Ciiop. 

viii. 
f Ou a tablet bt!h'een Malatiyah alJd Kharput. Vol. X., p. 25, .Tournai of 

the Royal Aalatic Society. . 
I Lib. II., cap. xii. 
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Elwand range of mountain!;, including the ancient Orontes, 
",:hcrf' distinct trac(>s of it were observed hy Major Rawlinson; 
who stat('s 1 that throughout its whole extent, from the Gung 
Nameh, the wrsterll hase of the lJlollntain, it still prescllts the 
most UlH'qui\"ocai marks of hnvillg bCCll artificially and most 
lahoriously {'olistrurtC'd. Oil the sumillit of the mountain the 
pavelllen t is still in talc-raull' presl'rvatiOlI. I Iavi ll~ successfully 
tcrltlinattd the w(lr in Arllll'llia, and \Willp; pleased with the 
sallllll'ity of the air, as well as the- fertility of .that pictun>sque 
coulttry. Semiralllis built a magnifi(·(·nt ('i ty 011 the shores of 
th£' s>ea Akhthalllar (1.ak(· V;ill). Oil thi s city no less than 
l~.OOO workmen, under (jOO overSeer" or architects, w{'re em­
pluyed; and, aC('tmlilli; to :\rllH'llian hi ~t()ry, it became 
henceforth the SUlllllll'r re<:idt:IlC't.:: of it'> iOlllltlrt:ss,l Sc\'(:ral 
ancient inscriptions have been Ifllcly Jiscoven:d Oil the shores 
of Lake Y;ln, Hcar the' ruins uf' Hh('llliralllp:c]'(l; anJ tilt' 
1;1IlH'ntNl T'rofi:l'sol' S<·hult1.. who copied torty-two of these 
in"criptions, deciphered thf' word ".shemiralll" in !'wHrai of 
tlH'm, p:lrticuliltly in 011(' which is \1 riftt.::n in thp arrow-ht'adcd 
charactt-rs. The dowillioll of' th(' Assyriall qU('('n, therciiJre, 
over Al'm~~n ja no ]on!!l'r r('ste: \~holly upon tradition; ami, 
thallks to til(' pnins-takin).!: Fkhu1tz.~ and the subscqu(>nt lauours 
,,1' Major Hawlinsoll, as well as those of <1nother i('markahle 
travc1 lcr, there arc still ch'arer tr;wcs of eveuts ('Olllll'ctcd with 
this as weI! as the latrf ann stilJ more int('rcsting AchK'mt'nian 
period; which have hcen retord ed in almost imper ishable mate­
rials at B lsutun.s 

, Journal of the Royal A.ial.i{· Society, mI. X .• part iii., p. 320. 
I Michael Chami.lt, :Hi~tory of Armenia, translated by J. Avdall. E~., 

vol. I. pp. 23, 24. Thill city has lately h!'ell visited by JamPII Brant, Esq., 
lIer Brit. Majesty's COIlKU\ at Erl.-Hum: ill! ,ile liar! been I18.ti8factorily de­
termined tlurmg t[,e prcviou~ journey of the late l'roft'fillOr Schultz. 

» Michael Qhambh, Hi!tory of Armenia, lran8iatoo by J. Avdall, FAq., 
vol. l ., p. 24 . 

• :M:6moire ~ur Ie Lac de Vlin eU&I ell\' iroll~, par MOllsieur Fr. W. Schullz. 
Journal A.8iatiquc, vol. IX., 1840, p. 257-822, 

b The Penian cuneiform iuscriptions of Bumtun, deciphered. and tranela.ted 
by Major H. C. Rawlinson, C.B. Journal of the Royal Amtie Society, 
vol. X., parts i., ii., and iii, 
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The sculptures and Syrinc inscriptions so particularly meu-
tioned by Diodorus l as having been executed by order of Bi!o\ltuo tbe 

Semiramis at this plael:, which is llOW idcntifiro with the Mou;lt :1.i!~:.:ru.· 
Baghistane of that author, arc sUllllOsed by M.ajor ltawlillson2 to 
have been totally effaCt!d by Kbusrall Parvlz, when he was prl'-
paring to form thc long surface, scarped by the Assyrian queen, 
int,o thc back wall of his palace. According to another 
travdlcr, how('ver, :Mr. MasSOIl , c('rtaiu remains of' these sculp-
tures still exist i thrt'e female heads, and some traces CJf Syriac 
('.haractcrs, having been discovcr('J. hy him on his visit to 
Hisutttn in ] 830,;' 

Lib, n., cap, xii. 
.l ournal of II Ie (;('o~, Soci"t)', \'01. lX ., p, 114 , 
Frum a mallll~' : ript palu'r ill IX' ..... l'"ion of the London A .• iat ic Society, 

ami >'Om!' nth~r obserl'a fi(lll ~ hy (:Imr!t.,. :M:,"SUII, E,'fj. :-
" TIll' .-.caT[ ,(~1 1lI01liltaiu Ilt Bi~ulull , I (' oll~ i dcr(>\1 tu han' betn OIli'C 

~O\'cre<l Ilith lh~ b,I~ - n'Hd:~ "r ~" l lptllr,,~ ll()tict~1 particularly by Jjj"Jurus 
Sicu lus, a,,~ \\ell alj illl i! !lal~(! by l -idorus, I lla(1 !lot, an.! hal'e not llny FemaJ~figal'6 

dou hl upon li,t, math'r, ue('au~{' tht'n' are 6till l!irf't' f,male fa('t's (If \"+,ryaud 
singular Ih,<! uty, wh i{'h han' IW<'11 ~pan ... l loy a I 'cr)' In('ky ~haIICf'. \\-hf'1I 
cith~'r walllonly (if th~' a"j of i\[ 1·d lamnll.~Jall~) or dc-,igl!l~!ly (if tilt! act of 
Olht'l"!;) the chi~t'l " a..~ emplvy,'d 10 tlulilerMt' all trlu~CS of tlws/! sculpt ul'':·s. 
Ab'}\'(l Ihe filet'>! a n ' al,:() the remains of all illsrription. hut nnt in euneifurm 
chnraeteNl; thl' fortn~ to me. looking from the plain lwlnw. w('ru l'jr('ull1r 

ami ~q llllrc, "n~h as ('crtaiu of rh(' (: ret'k leuers might he, or sqllarl' Rlma-
rilan, or e\(~rt Jrulu-:'iaIL Thl'~~ facc.~, a.~ wl"1I a.~ chara{"ler>;, 1 bdil'I'P llll\'c 
bNl rl IIIIIIOtl("(>I1 by mOllerll 1r.I\' t·llcr~; ~Iil! tlll'y c~rlainly c:-.bt, allli flllce 
seen, no olle could agaill louk npon the scarp<.od mllllll tain willwut Im" ing 
tltem in full "i t·w, Thi' pr<uui"t'ut feature Of Calllhad('fla is naptana, wht're, 
according II) hi,lmns, 'thcr(' i~ a ~tat\1e ami vi;\ar of Selllirarni~: TIt(' 
beation I>f Baptllllll, at I IISIl!ill), l'iI"iug been Udlll ittcU, it is lI:'1tllral tt) in- iD~eriplio"'(l.t 

q ui r'e if wc have at that spot any lrace.s of tilt' rcma : kable !oo(" ulptur~ clescriIJcU llIiutUn, 
by Diuuurus, und it i ~ gratifying' 10 be able to lI.~ert thllt we hn,'t', Diodorus 
say~, Hu, II., cal" xii, '::icmiramis ha\,jllg c\>tn plelt~l all th~e v.orks, 
marched with a g reat army Ilglli ll ~t the :?1l'l.ie!!, IHlll having reached the fvot 
of a mountain called Baghistane. she there fOT1l1~ her camp, and traced out 
in the plain a. garden, &C, M ount ilaghistalle, which is- cont<ecratoo to 
Jupitcr, had out' of il9 shle~ , II. pl't'CipitotL, rock 17 ~tildii in height, and full 
of inequalitie<J, turned tflwllrcM tile ganlen. Seminuni~ cau!leci it to be 
sllloothed at the bottom, lilld had her bead, accompallied by a hundred of her 
gu.ro.,Iculptured 00 it. She added to thh; an iIL~i'riptiou in Syriac cha-
lllCten,' 4.c. " At 
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Referring to the sllccesses of Semiramis, it may readily be 
imagined that an ambitious 'woman, possessing despotic power 
aild ample meanS, would be ready, not ouly to follow out her 
husband's plans in the neighbouring country of Bactria, but 
even to push them filrthcT eastward, as stilted by Diodorus 
Siculus, who m:tkes her forces ill this campaign amount to the 
prodigious !lumber of 3,000,000 of {(lOt, 500,000 horse, 
] 00,000 chariots, and 100,000 men mounted on camels, besides 
seH'ral hundrC'ds of stuffed. <.>lephants, to impose IIpon the 
Indians.l H er career, however, terminated ~ith this expe~ 
dition, for having met with a repul!;c on the frontier.'! of 
India, ami h('r life having been soon afterwArd!; attem.pted by 
an ns:;ac,."iB, at the insti)!:atiun of h('r OWlI SOIl, she resigned the 
throne in disgust. 

Ninyas being thus pia('('d in possession of a powcrfil i and 
extensive empire, his first c:are Wl't!'l its ('onsoiidatiol) by the 
appointment of provill cial governors ill whOlIJ he could confide, 
and under whom were jnd)!:es., J!;ellcra!!';, and all other offi(,ers 
requisite for its well-bei ng." The !'liltraps, or dt'putiefl, were 
instructed to raist· a certain descri ptio]] of' force, whi ch, after 

•• At Hi.utilu is a high mUlIII!aiu. 11.(' 10 \\'er parb of ... !ticl! halc bl'('n 
~Il!(lI)therl or ~{'afJli'cl, exaNly~. tl le l li~tr}riau flt'o('riiw ... hi . Mourot nafl'lli~tallf' 
to hav( beton, 011 thi ... smnothed froot ar!' still In Iw r!'{'ng ni7RtI tl.e fa{'eIiI of 
three ('oio$loal fig-OTt'S; and whll t b ffim'li to tilt' POilll, til('Y are obl'ioulIly 
female fucCl'l. 1>l<od'Jrll~ ducs JlOt Jl l(' lJtion III 'he ab..,,'" t'xlract tIJat tht! 
gllard~ deli neatClI OIL tile rock weTe- fcmule~; hilt if my nll'null)' dt!1.!eive me 
not, we have el·incurc in 110m+' author that lilt! A s..~y riall Quel'n \\IU> altendl:ll i 
by gnaros of 1ll'T own lil'X. Above thl' thrt·l' fact ... ATe the "I'~lige!l nf 8ymoo18 
or cllaracters, IlObSibly the f/lint Temnauts of the hi .. torian'lI Syriac inscription • 
Tile fuces 4r(' carved ill ou.-rdief, and of clo.quisitc \O'oTl..mau~ hiJl, atl.e8ting 
the perfection of tl.e arts, of '!('ulpttlre at It'!lst, at ;,0 carly u I'wriod. nut t l.e 
circumstancc of tlw!>C culo«sl figur('l< ol'ing rRn'H.! ill ba~-re1ief, unfortunately 
reDdered their ublitl'ratiolJ comparatively (,lUoy 10 be elfl'cteri, and the whole 
front of the rock e,.hlbits the ffialkll of the chi~d E'mplo)ro in tlte '9.'ork of 
destnlctien. Th~ farce might e9<'upe the oOservatiolJ of a Cll!Iual or illat­
teufive ob,.erver, but they are readily as well as lIJore favourably SCf'n by 
looking upwards upon the rock in all oblique direction, and ftOn\ the tlorth, 
&.Ii in that c.ue their profiles arc turlJt>t1 towanl~ tbf' uru.en·f'T," 

1 Diod. Sic., lib. n., cap. xvi., xvii. • Ibid., cap. ,Ivi, 
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performing military service for one whole year, should be dis­
charged, and replaced by anoth<:r levy. This is the fiN!t 
militia upon record in history. 

The intercourse existing: between Greece and the ~horcs of CaU6e oftbe 

the Black Sea, prev iously to the voyage of the Argonauts, Trojan war. 
became more constant after this evcnt, and so eontinut:d up to 
the siege of Troy. This celebrated war appears to have had It 

more remote cause than till:' alxhH'tio!l of Helen , bt:ing sup· 
posed to date from thl" journey of Antenor to demand his si!'iter 
lIesioue frOttl l \damoll: aud its cOlltlcxiutl wit.h the Argonauts 
is the morc probahh' from the ('irl'UIll~tallcC that thc SOilS of 
sorne of tht: heroes cll~agcd ill the Argo!l<tu tic (~xpedition were 
employed all this oeca<;ion. lIell ec the commenccment ut" the 
siege may he fixed at alJOut for ty.fh t· or fifty.fin years Intcr 
than the voya~c allmh·d to, IlnJ prohably :l!.Jout the salllC t.imc 
aftcr tlw departurc of Danaus from Eg-ypt for J\ rgos. This 
would pla('(~ the lalldilll! of the Gri.:eks ill A sia ~etwccn 11 85 RoC. liS.'). 

and I J7!l It.C., or ne<lrly the tim(' hither to u!'!<iglJ('J to that 
re1l111rkablc eV('lIt, \I hi eh ha!', iu a ~r('at measurc, s('T\'('d to fix 
so nWllr datc~ Lclon;.d ng to thc hero ic a~(·. l Al"IlI('nia appears An Anr~lIjan 

I • I d' I ' l' I 'f' h wutingen! to lave S Iur (' UI t liS war j ~'lIta1ll0s. tIe SOVC I"(,Ig'1l 0 t at ~lIIl'lnyt-d at 

c.'ountr)', having sent 1\tC.'IltIlOll thithcr, at the hcad of a (:on. \Iw li"gt" , 

tingc ll t of 10,000 Ethiopians (of A sia), alld as lllallY Susians, 
with the addition of 200 chariots? 

At this period, Lydia also hdd ,\II important plan· in the 
history of' the world, haying bt·comc a maritime POWN; and 
thus, by inte l"cour~e with til(' i~l<'s of the Mediterranean, Asia 
Minor be('.ame Ont~ of the lillks hy wh'ch knowledge spread 
westward from thr cradle of the human rac(' , 

In a ncighhouring territory, the theoa3ey of the Hehrews 
had lately t.crlllinatcd with the death of th\.: prophet Bamuel, 
and the r~gular.T cwish monarchy suceeedcd. Saul, the first Saul's II~· 
k' h d 'I 'I 'h' rfi I ,ion.udde.tb. "lIlg, a ('arne( 011 successlU wars agamst IS powe u 
neighbours thc Philistines, I the Ammonite!',4 and theitmale· 

I A la\IJ' time, namely,9(\() B.C., has been given. See pp, 31, 32, 40, 54 
of the Tabll!8 of Synchronology, &c. by the Rey. Charles Crouthwaite. 
Puker, West Strand. • Diod. Sic., lib. H ., cap. :nii. 

• I Samuel, chap. XlV" \' , :\1, • Ibid. 'I. 47. 
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kites., I as well as iuto the more distant territories of the 
IIagarites, the I tur('ans, the Nephishites., &e., lying towards 
the hanks of the Euphrates. He took from these wealthy 
nomads 100,000 men, 50,000 ('ame1s. 250,000 shct'p, and 
2,000 lIS!'('S,~ ll()tl\ith~talldilJg tht support they received from 
tht, king' of Zobah. I These nations hlld not bt'cn able to 
regain the authority formerl) po.%esscd hy Cushaurishathaim, 
by wllOm the IlOtlllUlic tribes wcst of th(· Euphratc...:, as well as 
the Hebrews themselves, h.d b('cli subjected; alld they were 
OVl'rc()mC by the prlldel1('(' and vnlour fit' Saul; hut thio; 
mOllareh, having' ('xpNit'll('cd It sig-Hlll ddeat from t he ])hilis­
tines in the plltin~ of E~Jral'lOJI, fell hy his OWII hand ill the 
year 10;'>0 1\.('. flu! I>biiii>tinec; fi)\lowd up their victfil'Y hy 
t~'\king many cities, and sprl'ading tll('Ill~('IH's over the ('ountry.' 
Things wcr,' in thi'" dis{'ollrdg-inl.! stat(' wh ell the rlller:, of the 
tl'ihe awarded the f:t'('ptrc of .Judnh to Da\ id, ill lIebron; the 
other elc\ e ll tribes rc('op.tlizill)l, I "hho<;heth, t1l(' HlIJ of Saul. as 
their ki!l~. A ('i, il war Wll:: the (,OIISCIlU('IlC(, of this oppo~iti()n, 
but it was tCrlllinakd, <It the cud of seven years and six months, 
hy t!Jp !Hurder of' hhbo<;lirth. David's authority bf·ing thell 
<lCkllowkdg-eJ by all till' trij,('s, 11(' he~i('gcd amI took .lchus 
frolll the Jdm'lites, "hi('h twcalll(' fhllll thcll{'{'forth his capital. 

lleillg now sole Illollarch, and frcc from all iutf'rnal ('nemies, 
the new sOHfeign p:radually exh.!nded hi" domininns over Crolo­
Syria, Damas('lIs, l)allllyrene, and Tturca; II{' also snWned the 
Moa\;ites, AllllllOlllteS, Philistines, and other section~ of the 
.ancient inhabitants who had previ()Il~ly oct'upied the whole 
range of COUll try from ThapS<lClis to th{' borders of .Elrypf;; 
thus realizing the eOv('llallt whi('h WRIoo to give to Abraham and 
his posterity the territory from the river of Egypt to the great 
river.) 

After SUbjugating the Edomites, Moabitc!:>, &c., David added 
still more to his territory, ha\in!;, towards the close of' his 
reign, Atended the borde;s even hE-yond the Euphrates. Here 

I 1 Samuel, chap. XIV, v. 48, I CLlOfl., chap. V., v. l~ 20, 21. 
I t Samuel, cLap. XIV., v. 47 . 
• Ibid., cllap, XXXI, v. I, 2) alld following venCl . 
• Gen., chap. XV,) v, 18, 
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he encountered Hadarezer, son of Rehob, kill~ of" Zl)hah (pro- BrtI"~~I!I,t 
bably Nisihis), the ally of the king of Syria; and haviqg ~Il. eeopo­
defeated him, he brought " very much brass" from Tibhath 
and Chun, two of his cities." This cOlTImoc1ity was, no doubt, 
the produce of the mines ncar Diyar Bckr, where it may have 
ht'cll found in the same aLundallec as in thc present day, for 
we 'tcad that in the time of Solomon there was a sufficient 
quautity of it left" to Illake the brazen !'ira., the pillars, and the 
vessels of brass," for the scrvict" of the Temple.! 

A few month~ before his death, David resigned to Sololllon, ~~°!"nd 
nile of his youngest SOilS, the ~o\'ernl1lellt of his kin6'11om, which ' 
was nl('n the prillcipal lIlonarchy ill wester!! Asia. It extellded, 
as we h:.vt: seCII, from the Ml.'ditrrrallean Sea and the country 
of the Phmnicians to the Euphrates j and, again, from the 
river of Egypt amI the Elallitic j!ulf; till it included nerytns, 
Halllath, <lUll ('\' ell Thar-:tcus:' The Canaauites, who S(,~1ll to 
have been obedient aud p(!accfili suhjcds, w{'r{' trilmtary to 
David, IlS wt.n· also the Moabitcs, AWlllonit.es, the nOlllad 
Arabs, and th{' Syrialls of Jhllll<lSl'US. 

Filldiug peace 011 all sirl(,f', Solomon's attention was sp{'ediJy :::::. of 

gi\'cn to the ("ultivatioll of the arts and tht:' proUiution of com-
Ul('fCe, all of which found an actin" vrotector in a monarch 
who was distiHguishcd lor his learning, ,IS well as for his archi-
tectural taste, The latter was digplayed ill his desilPl for the 
c.elebrated Templt'; Ilml for the ex~('utjOll of this splendid 
work there W('T( ' introduced into the ('DUn try mallY ioreib'1l~rs, 
from whom the lJ~brews acquired instruction in differen. 
branches of the ll1t'chanical arts.' R _f'ides artizans, many 
disti1lguishcd indh'idua!s, and even smcreign princes, were Ty~.n 
attracted to J erusa]clll, in order to See and converse with ::'pi:,.~ nn 
the royal sage, and have, at the same time, an opportunity tlHl T..mple. 

of examining in detail the institutions of the State.) These 
comprehended the administration of the laws, and the regu-

• 
I 1 ebron., chap. XVIII., v. fi, the Detail and Berothai of 2 Samuel, 

chap. VIII. v. 8. 
I 1 ebroll., chap. XVIIl., v. 8. • See a.bove, 'Vol. I , p. 539, 540 • 
• 2 ehron., obap.II.. v. 13, 14, &c. "I havtI sent thee II. cUlwing maD," 

&c. "Skilful to work in gold and in silver," <lc. 
~ Ibid., cha.p. IX., ,.. 1 Ilud following \'e~, 



122 ROY!L I-:STABI.ISHMI~NT OF SOLOMON. [CHAP. V. 

lations relating to the discipline of an army, consisting of 
i.nfantry, cavalry, and chariots, for the security of the kingdom 
r;om foreign as well as domestic (,!l€'mies. The court con~ 
tained within it all the cstaulishmcnts becoming the state of a 
great monarch; aud the inferior details of domestic labours 
were perfoTlll('d by sen ants or slaves, who were designated 
hewers of \lood aud drawers of water. 

MaterIals. Soc., The gr.'atcr part of Solomon's subjt'cts were employed, either 
eoUe<:tedfor • • h ' }' h b 'I ,' j' 1 J' 1h",strllc!U:~. 111 preparlllJ; t e materIa s or lil t {' Ul uwg 0 t 1e te mp e, lOr 

~f1ftile 
Temple 

8lnre ~lIl" 
h,"lt by 
801olDOli. 

a period of thirty-nine years, havill h• besides, the effective 
assistance of Hiralll. It appear!) that RO,OOO mell were 
occupied in the mountains preparill~ stone; others, lIumbt!ring 
30,000, \.\ crc engaged In ht:\\i.ng wood, and th(' re were 70,000 
bearers ofburdcns, making in all 180,000 COlI stdlltly clllploy('d, 
under :~,(jOO overseers. I The r;old, sih er, fllld other co<;tly 
materials kft by David cxprcs<lly tilr the t: rcdion of' this ~uJ>f'rb 
building, with the additiuns madl' by Solomon, and the free 
labour besti:lwcd upon thl' work, ha\'c been estimated at a SUlli 

exceed illg the national d \:' ut of Gr(:at Britain; but C\'t:Jl at t.he 
moderate computation of JOf..ephm, tlte lO,OOO talent" of gold 
and 100,000 talent~ of sih er, <1t the 10\\ {st ,alue, Ham ely the 
Syrian talent, would be 17,ilR,i;jOl.~ 

Shortly after thl' completion of tillS ed ifice, S/J!OIlJOIl ercded 
wh~t was no doubt an idolatrous temple, fhr jhl' use of his 
Cushite .... ifc, the daughter of Miphra Muthosis, ",ith whom he 
had received as a dower the city of Gatll, ",hit·It the king of' 

..Egypt had rccelltly cdptureJ: 
Solomon also bUilt Tadmor in the wilderness, and all the 

store cities in Hamath; likewise Beth-horon the upper and 
Beth-horon the lwther, and Ba'alath; ~ but the greatest under­
taking of all, was the establishmellt of regular commercilli 
intercourse by sea, with that part of the casttfll .... orld kuown 
under the Ilame of Ophir. 

I I.Kings, chap. V., v.1 5,16, 2 Chron., {·hap.II., v. HI; JOlI.,lib. VIlI. 
cap. ii. II. 9. 

I JOB., chap. XIII., description of the Temple . 
• 1 King-, chap JlT., v. 1. 
• 2 Chron., chap VIII., v, 4,5,6, C<lmpared with .T o~., lib. VIlI. cap. "i. 
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The coasts of Arabia and eastern Africa, with those on Opbjf~t 
hoth sides of the peninsula of India, have each in turn been.!:e~~ A:!. 
eOllsidered the place bearing that name; but as the firf>t docs 
lIot correspond, either as to distance or products, with the 
indications afforded in the Scriptures, the question lies between 
the second and third regions. 

I~ach of these possesses the chief requisites for the return 
(~:lrg-oes, but the b'1'eatcst number of authors are in favour of the 
cva.<:t of India, 'which has all the diffi;rcnt products, possibly iu­
c1ndillp: the doubtful ~hrlt1g. or al~ulll. l Although so much has 
\ 'l'Cll writtell on the suilj(·(·t, a few remarks Oil the tillle and 
means hy which the uuited fleets may ha .... e ov!'rcome the dangers 
of Tharshish, or tlJ(' open sea, ill s('arc:h of wealth, may not be 
out of place. III ('onllexioll with the tillle mentioned, a diffi­
cult.y ha!' arisl'n rql:fll'uinlf the country of the Queen of the 
South, which is illlap:iucd by some to have been all the easterll, 
whilst it has ht'cn placed hy othcr~ tIll the wc~tcrn side of the 
Red ~ca. The first. rest<; iu a great l1!ea8urc 011 Arab history 
and tradition j and whih;t tilt' Sab,i of Yemen, by its southern SabhfYemt D 

, , 'h h d f' th Q' aDd Meroi:. poSition, agrl'es Wit t C suppose 8('at 0 e ueen s govern~ 
ment., the ancient. ~8ba, afterward!; Mcroe: not only agrees as 
well, but it may with greater propriety he stylC'd, "the utter-
Hio&t parts of the earth."J It has already been seen that Vte 
J.Iimynrites of Arabia ;u){l the Balla'alls of Afrira were oue uncI 
the sallie people.' and that the name of Bheha or Saba, equally 
of Arabic deriyftticlI, is fouud in both eountrics. nut a writer, 
whose "crlleity is uow bl·tkr undt't!'tood than. formerly, 
mentions th(· inten'sti llg fact, which has b ~en repeated by most 
subsequent travellers, that th(' Abyssinians claim tht' celebrated 
princess who visited Solomon as OIlC of their sovereiglls; The Q\teeD r4 

Id' th h " d I ' 'I Sheha ... irita a{ mg, at er postenty rCIgnc over t lelr conntry lor a ong SoIOlDllD_ 

time . . Moreover, the AbYl'Silliall annals dcsrribe the journey 
of the learned Queen of Sht!UII, Saba., or Asaba (weaning 
south), to visit Solomon, and add that she had & son by this 

, POIIribly theoooriferoua tbyon ofllliny, in lib. xnr" cap xvi. 
, Jos. Ant., liIJ. II., cap. x .•• 2. • M~tthe.,... chap. XII., ". 42: 
• Ludolphus, Hilt. Ethiop. 1., and Comment. ad /iuam Hi,t, A:lhiop., lib. 

XVI., p. 60. 
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monarch, to whom, after a reign of torty years, she left the 
J.:i ngdom.! 

This occurred about ~)R() D c., and it has been remarked that 
the existiug usages, fwd even tlll;: religion of the Abyssinians, 
show trates of an ~arly intercourse with th(' I lchrcws. 

The voyage under consideratiolL \I as not, howcv('r, neces­
sarily diredro to the country of the Queen of the South. It 

Earliest lra,le wiil be rc('ollc('tpd that the gold of Ophir 'Was known in the 
to OpbLr. time of JOb,2 as well as ill that of David, hali,lIp; been brought 

to Judea chiefly, or perhaps elltirely, by hmd ; :md, \\hatcvcr 
be the place from whence that metal was obtained, the local w 

iti t's of other port.iolls of the lllcfrilanriizf' must be sought for 
beyond the limits of Arabia. It ha~ been &cen that this 

Cal'll""n country is at prl'sent traversed by st'vera 1 Cllrll\'an routes;J and, 
I'OUlfo$lhrough • • • h f' I C' Ii ' h Arabi.. III anclCnt t UllCS, t ose 0 t IC ;:"'a leans tuwarus t t' wcstC'rn 

SIde of the peninsula convcrged on l)ctra lind E,:::ypt j the 
Sahean city of l\1t\reb being the grand mercantile dc::pot., while 
those towards thc cas~rll ~i dc tended to Tadlllor, which was 
another great emporiulll, from WilCIJ{'E' tlwrc wt' rl:' branches to 
J crusalt:m, Tyrc, Ba'alat (Ba'alb('k ), and tht' otbl·r store cities. 
Since thl' camel finds sustcnallt:t: cv('n ill the illllst Ill'sert trncts, 
almost any distance Illay be acrlllllph~bcd by car,nallS COIll­
p<\ed of these animals; the aJlotmcut of a l-utticil'lIt lIumbt:r, to 
trallsport from }lla('c to place the supplies of provisions aud 
water. in addition to the mrrclliindizc, bcillg all that is 
required: the furlllation of ship {'ura, am" howenr, must have 
been very diffl'rcllt, OWillg to the l'xtrl'IIlC difficulty of their 
organization. The ('om pass was unknown, as well as ~he 

monsoons j and even it there had been !mffieiclIt knowledge of 
the willds I1wl of the geography of th<' coUlltries, to enable the 
navigators to shape a direct course, the sort of ship then ~n use 
must lJecessarily have confined them to a coasting voyage, 
which, in fact, was all that the Phamicians attempted at a later 
period with superior vessels. Supposing the Larks depicted in 
the-grottos of Eleutherium and other places in Egypt, as well 

, BruCf"1I Travels, &c., vol H., p. 109-IlS. 
I Chap. XXII., ,'. 24 . 
• Sf'e above, \0J. I. pp. 618, 629, 6ao, 681, 685. 
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as in the temples of India, to give some idea of those in use 
011 the Red Sea in the time of' Solomon, and taking the size O~DCiePt 
the men and other objects as a A'uide in forming a judgment, 
the vessels must have been mere Ra.t boat.;;, of llCtween three 
auu five tons burthell j sOllletimes with a ~quare sail to assist, 
but dcpendillg chiefly Oil ruwers. For this reason, tlwy had a 
much great.er proportion of men than sailillg vessels require; 
and supplit's of wiltcr would have bt'cll requisite almost every 
day, amI of provisiolls nry ffl'qllclitly. Under such circum-
stances, the flotilla was !lot likely to 8('col1lpli ... h morc than the 
yessC'ls of Ncarchus did; the daily pro~ress durillg the ('001 
St'H<;OJl ill day-tilllC', Ilnd at ni~ht during t ilt! su mmer, may 
thert>illrt' be cstimah.·d at twellt)"-ti\·c miles at most. 

Tilt.: eafltc rll coa"t of Africa, about the Mozaillbique channel, Products of 
·1· J 1 tbe~rD would afford g"ld, Sl ver, Ivory, ap('s, an peaCOCkS or IlttI'rots j eoul ofAfriea. 

and thc Jistam·t', followillg the ('oast, including that of the Red 
Sea, is ahout 4405 miks. This, at 25 lIIilcs ppr day, 
would require 170 days, or, with the &abbaths and halts, 218. 
This, with HO for tht· 1lI01l~()OU, and 120 fill' the delay in 
collectillf!" the lIlerChalldi1.t', would gi\C 4:l8 days in all; which, 
adtli lll! :308 tor the rt'lul"!l \-0YHgC, would be t wo ycars and six 
days, alld tbis, according to H ebrew cuw}Jutatioll, would be 
called three vcars. 

But as tl;/.· J;oltl of Ophir, 1 and at least some of the other 
objects of IIlcn:handize were prellan·d during the rt· ig ll of 
D;.l\"id,~ it fo11o",·s that the countril's frolll whence they \\ ere 
brought must also have heen known before communications 
Nerf' opened by v('ssels, and the dcstinati II of the latter must 
therefore be sought somewhere in the prolongation of the 
existing caravan liut's. 

The most important of these was that adopted by Solomon, Tradf'belweep 

which passp,d through 'fadmor towards the Persian Gulf: This ~~~~~~,il( 
line apl>eal'S to have been in use siIlce the Phrnnicians remo, ed 

1 Three thoUll&nd talents o~e gold (If Ophir, and 7000 truents of rOOned 
Hilver; also ",ood, onp.. t'toll~, and all manner or precious stones. 1 ebron., 
chap, XXIX., v. 2-.5 . 

• For preparation of the matefial~, see 1 Chron., chap. XXH.,XXVIIJ_, 
XXU. 
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from the shores of the latter to the coasts of the Mediterranean; 
,AradOi and Tylos being aflerwRrds depOts for imports from 
more distant countries. No doubt the merchandize sought 
was brought there iu the first im.tance by land, but probably 
afterwards by water also; and ('in:umstallces, othenwise tri6ing, 
go far to sho\\ that a tPJ(lotc tract of' the east was the seat of 
this trade. The Siup,alu,e kolh.)'n nama, or sweet-wood, cinna­
mon, ' together With othrr ludi<lll artidt!s, such a .. pepper, tiue 
linclJ, or wuelin and cottoll, have each a Greek flame, which 
corfl'Spomls with the origiual Sanscrit.' ' 

Moreover, it is e::tprcb~ly stated by J obephu&, that, in order 
to fetch gold, the shipping of Hiralll aud Solomon proceeded 
to a land, which of old wat'. called Ophir, Lut i .. 1I0W tbe Aurea 
Cbersonesufo, amI Lt'longs to Iudin. ' As the allC'icnt Egyptian 
namc of the latter l'oulltry "afo Soplllr,' wlueh i~ Ilcarly that 
used in the Septu,lgillt, It IS lIot improbahle that the peninsula 
of Malacca and the adJolltll1g tr.lc.J .. lIlay rep,.csent the Ophir 
of Job, David, alld Solomon. The IJd.lOl' it .. elt· is still pre­
served, bemg gn en to Gounang-plSl:.:llll:\ll. olle (If the eulmi­
natin;; poin~ of the great cham III the hland of Sumatra, Ii 
lofty mountain risillg to the hl"lght of l3,~42 feet. 

The country lylllg Leb\('clJ tim island alld Cape Comarin 
produces f>and<u'-wood (which probnuly represents the algum), 
as well as the other obj~cts of the "opge. Thcf>C were., in all 

ProducU probability, obtailled hy uart<>r only, at tht· ('xpen&c of much 
."...,., <lre~. . . t· 1 I ., h ., 1 h· b bymean~of tune III gOlllg rom p ace to pace; anu t e ue ay w Ie 

bantor. occurr('d Oil thIS acoount lllm,t have been increaseJ by tht> 
necessity of waiting for a change of monsoon to return. A 8 

the Hature of the flotilla put a direct voyage out (If the question, 
that to Ophir could haH been accolllpli~hed only by coasting 
along the "hores of Arabia, afterwards (eupposing OphIr were 

I TIll!. namt' WIl8 iDljlOrted With the commodity. IIJ:rod., lib. DI. 
cap. iii. 

t ,JIet'rtn'. Asiatic Retearcbe., vol. II. p:.421 trt seq, BobD, 184fi,.oom­
pared with QuatrtDIi:re, MIhu. de l'Acad. dlIQllCriptioll,l, tome XV. pt. ii." 
p.349-402 . 

• Ant., lib VIII. cap. 6, s. 4. 
• Michaela. Spieileginm G«tg. Heb., II. 1,. 
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in India), keelling along that of Mekran, and finally following 
both side~ of the peninsula of Hindustan ;-

From Ezion-geber,-or Dhahab,1 pursuing the windings of 
the coast, the we!ltern side of Arabia gives a distance of 

The southern side of the peninsula to the coast of Persia, 
at the Straits of Orllluz . 

From the Straits qf Ormuz to the River Indus 
From the latter to Cape ComOlin 
:Prom Cape Comorin to the River Ganges . 
From the River Ganges to the Straits of Malacca. 

1206 miles_ 

1660 , , 
732 , , 

1390 
" 1350 
" 1500 , , 

Total 7838 , , 

" , 
--, 

At the rate of about 25 miles in 24 hou~s, this would occupy I?istaDce!!.and 

313' days, which, with the addition of the sabbaths, 44 days, ~~l:h~~;:~. 
and other halts, as rests, at intervals of about 10 days, say 31, 
would make the outward voyage to the coast of Sumatra quite 
388 days; and this is exclusive of detention from bad weather, 
which must have occurred frequently, . especially during the 
~~nsoons; for assuredly such frail barks could not venture to 
proceed, excepting at the commencement, or towar s the 
termination of these periodical winds. This applies more 
particularly to the Red Sea; for outside of the straits of 
Bab-el-Mandeb, and, again, along the coasts of Mekran and 
the western side of India, the only resource w~uld be to haul 
up the flotiHa until the strength of the gale were passed. It is . 
difficult to estimate the time lost in consequence of these 
delays, outward and homeward; but as a monsoon would be Delay and 

• difficulties 
encountered durm each voyage, about three months may be caused by the 

allowed, making 90 days each way; aJld as from 90 to 120 mODsoons. 

days would probably be occupied on the coasts of Ophir and 
Parvaim2 in bartering for the desired articles, and in refitting 
the ships, this number of days, with 47 for the return voyage, 
will give 1076 days, or nearly three years in all, for the time 
consumed in an enterprise which forms one of the glories of 
Solomon's reign. 

As it was chiefly owing to the skill and intrepidity of the The early 

h' f H' h h d . 0 hi trade Or the sIp-men 0 Iram t at tetra e Wlt p r was opened ~y PbamieiaDI 

I Thi. place is represented, Plate 45, 
I 2 ebron., chnp, III. v. 6, 
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Sea, it will not be out of place to revert to the progress pre­
viollsly' made by these mariners. 

By the extension of the earlie!:>t navigation, Tzur, or Tyre. 
bad assumcd a high place as the elllporium of trade with 
various kingdoms, ] having gOttt!H gold and silver info her 
treasures, by great wisdom and traffic.~ 

It has already been seen that thl·ir h!ader was Ardes, who, 
as the Tyrian Hercules, I was the first navigator in the Medi­
terranean, aud the founder of !'everal colonies;' he was deified 
by the Tyrians, and c\ en by thc Egyptians, by wholll he had 
been expelled. 

The settlement in Spain, which A rch'<; had intrusted to his 
son Hispal, speedily became the most valuable of these infim1 
colonies. 

From Cadiz, the principal port of' the southC'rn part of the 
Peninsula, voyages were undertaken to the western coast of 
Africa, where the colouies appear to have been so.numerous 
that, at a later period, we arc told the Getuli destroyed about 
aoo settlelllcilts belonging to the PhU'lli('ialls.' Other voyages, 
again, were directed northward, and appear to have been 
extended to the British j.<,l<lnds. and the ('stuary of the Rhine, 
if 1I0t also to the Baltic S .. ,u. 

Thp. mines found ill the southern parts of the peninsu1a of 
Iberia., about Tartessus, Carteia. &c., seem to have contributed 
still more to the extells ion of the tmdC' of' Phamicia. Gold 
and silver, which were at this period so abundant as to be used 

, Fille linen with broidered workJrom E~yrl was"o\'en in thy sail, blue 
and purple (rom the h!~ of Eli~hll (Hdlus). They uf PeJ'8ia, of Lud, and 
ofPhut were in thine army. Tarshish \loa.!> thy merchant; Javall, Tubal. and 
Meahech, they were thy merchants: Ihey traded ill men and ve8$els of b~. 
Togormah tradffi in thy fair~ with horses nud mules. Ti,e IIIt'il of Df'dan 
brought thee horns of ivory and ebony. Syria was thy merchant: they 
occupied in thy fail'll with emeralds, purple, and broidered work, and tint! 
linen, and coral alld agate. Haran, and Call1leiJ (Callll;), aud F ... leo. the 
merehlUlts of Sheba, Al!I6hur. and Chilmad, were thy merchants, 1fc.-EzekieJ, 
chap. XXVII., v. 7, 10, 12, 13,14, Hi, 16,23 . 

• Ibid., chap. XXVIII., v. 4, 5. 
I Cio., de Nat. Divin., lib. IlL, compar~lth Jo.epbUI, Alit., lib. vru. 

Cftp. v . 
• Slrabo, lib. XVII., p. 825. 
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for Mchars, and even farming implements, were sent ijlto the 
latter country to he exchanged, together with glass, purple, • fine linen, and trinkets, for the commodities of eastern 
countries. 

TU'ere is little doubt that the Tyrians bad availed themselves Early ~RI· 
of the waters of the Red Sea for commercial purposes previ-~~ the 
ously to the voyages undertaken by Solomon, although no dis-
tinct proofs of the fact have been handed down in connexion 
with their history. Gold of Ophir, coral, pearls, and the topaz, 
were known in the time of J ob j 1 and when J oseph was sold, 
we hear of a mixed caravan of I shmaelites ana Midianites, 
merchantmen engaged in trade.' During the Exodus, gold, 
silver, brass, iron, til!, and leatI, weTe found in Idumca .-3 and 
it will be remembered that D avid's preparations for the 
T cmple, included gold of Ophir, silver, brass, iron, the onyx, 
and other preciolls stones," 

It appe~rs that during the reign of the latter monarch, the 
idolatrous title of' Abll Ba'al (Abibalus), which had been given 
to the first sovereign of T yre t was n'ne~ed, and bestowed 011 

the father of Hiram. 
TIle reign of th is prince was particularly connected with The temple. 

h I" f h d' " d f at Tyre were t c re Ig lOn 0 t e country, for, aeeor IIlg to .LUenan er 0 d~,ca!ed to 

Epbesus, he pulled down the existing temples, and constructed ~;:r~~~s IUtd 

others, which he consecrated to Hercules and Ast8(J'te.~ 
The historian ofillthe Jews continues the line from this 

sovereign to Pygmalion, in the seventh year of' whose reign, 
and 143 years after the building of the temple, Dido fled into 
Africa.s . 

Whether ill consequence of growing dissensions or want ofDepartllfflor. 
, 'f' h T' 1 d d b ~J~,_ space, a portIOn 0 t e yrlan peop e procee e to t e coast T,n:. . 

of Africa, where a suitable site was obtained for a ciLy; and as 
the best means of maintaining a position situated at the extre-
mity of a continent inhabited by a war1ike people, they con-
sented to pay a "ground-rent or tribute.' Carthage occupied a 

• Chap. XXVIII., Y. 1&.-20. • Gen., ebap. XXXVII., T. j8, 86. 
• Numb., dl.ap. XXXI., T. 2j, 50. 4 1 ehron., ehap. XXIX., v. 2,4. 
I Jo.epbu, Com.. Api9n, lib, I., L 18. • Ibid. 
f JIlCin, XIX., 2. 
TQL.... I 
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penin&fila between Tunis and Leptis, which, by projecting into 
the gulf of the former, gave rise to two bays, both of which 

&b.blishmeDt ~ere tolerably well sheltered by the projection of Cape Bon. 
:!.?nhace The city was defended on the land side by the citadel of 

Byrsa, and triple walls, ninety feet high by thirty feet f,road, 

nriOQJl 
OOIQIlIet: 

elsewhe~. 

the rest of its circumference being protected by a single line.1 

The system which had raised the parent city to a hitherto 
unexampled state of prosperity was pursut.>d at Carthage, with 
the advantage of occupying the centre, instead of, as at Tyre, 
the extremity of the commercial outlets, which the Mediter­
ranean Sea commanded, into Europe and Africa. The former 
continent especially, on account of the rich mines of Andalusia, 
requiwed intervening stations, such as the Balearic Isles, Sar­
dinia, Sicily, &c., ill addition to a chain bf settlements along 
the African shores, trom the pillars of Hercules to the seat of 
government. Besides the precedillg coloni('s, some of which 
were merely renewed, having been first instituted by thc Phm­
nicians, others were placed in different parts of Mauritania, 
Numidia, Cyrenaica, and Marmarica.' 

The latter stations fulfilled the double object of promoting 
agricultural industry and encouraging the trade of the mother­
country, by serving as dcpOts of merchandize at suitable dis­
tances, for the use of the caravans trading to the interior; and 
as the safet, of' these isolated positions ,equircd the good-wHl 
of thc inhabitants, who were, generally speaking, warlike, their 
sanction was secured by territorial acknowledgments and other 
considerations.3 

The colonies in the interiot contributed largely, partly in the. 
Colonial shape of tribute, but chiefly in agricultural produce, towards 
-.'" ~ the expenses of Carthage, whose resources were also augmented 

by supplies from her numerous colonies elsewhere. Th65C 
were partly received as taxes, and partly as donatioD8 to the 

I Appian, 1., "35, &c., compand with CamPOIll&lleI, Antiquidad Xarica. 
de 1& Republica Carthago . 

• Diod. Sic., lib. 1., compared with BeertD'. Hi.t. ~ .AJiiQi,. 
yo1. I., p. 7, and pp. 89, 40 . 

• Pol,Wu, r., 177, compared with Heeteu.'. Hitt. ~.~ 
voL L, p. SO. 



CHAP. V.] G&EA1'NES3 OF CAB.l'HAOE. 131 

chief city of 8 kind of federation, which was established for the 
object of mutual benefit, ratber-than with the view of exercising. 
an acknowledged dominion. 

Having in the very outset the advantage of the experience Phmlician 
which' the parent city had derived from several ceQi.uries of~o';;'~t~: ~ 
~raffic hy land ~ well as by sea, the African colony of' Carthage, ~~. 
JDstead of seekmg new paths, such as those pursued by its 
pred~cessors, had only to follow their steps, taking advantage 
of a more extensive field. For, bf".sides additional maritime 
colonies, Carthag'e possessed the resources derived from the con-
tinent of' Africa.. through the agricultural establishments which 
had been formed in the interior, in connf'xioll with the capital. 

Africu, including };gypt, produced corn, fruits, wax, honey, ComDletcial 
k· f 'Id I . Id'l ft I' &. • prod"'"'' s inS 0 WI leasts, IVory, go ,81 ver, ax, men, ·c., 10 great Africa. 

abundance. Frankincense, perfumes, gold, pearls. and precious 
stones, together with the l)urple, trinkets, and rich stuffs, &c., 
of Tyre, were received from the R ed Bea and Arabia, as welJ 
as the countries hTillg eastward of' the latter j and from the 
western and ~lOrth~rl1 countries they imported iron, till, copper, 
lead, amber, gold, and silver. 

Having thus the greatest part of the resources of the world Natureo(th, 
at command, with the advantages of a government which, being ::d'nunetlt, 
partly aristocrat.ic and partly democratic, was considered the 
most perfect hitherto ~nown, 1 it is not surprising faat the Car­
thagjnians should have gradually raised their city to a pitch of 
greatness, exceeding that of Tyre at her most splendid period. 

But, on the other hand, extensive colonization necessarily 
produced many j ~aloUf:ies, while ambitijn excited by pros-
perity, speedily led to foreign wars; and with mercellary troops, _ otthe 

whieb could be raised to almost any extent in Africa and Spain, ~ 
Carthagp. subsequently engaged ill a protracted. and, as it 
proved, fatal oontest with the future mistress of the world. 

But before becoming involved in a struggle tor existence, 
maritime eD~rprisee.. similH to · those made to Ophir in the 
time of Solomon, were occasionally undertaken by this people; 
which, as coming within the limits of this work, will be noticed 

in their pr<lpet' pI""'" 
Ariltotle, de Rep., lib. IV. 

x2 
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The infant kingdom of Israel acquired much strength towards 
the close of David's career, and it continued to progress during , 
that of his successor, when its power was increased and consoli­
dated, by means of ('xtcusive commercial C1nd political relations 
with oth~ countries. 

Diuati,faetioD But a chuuge took place about the end of Solomon's till 
~~I~.Hebrew then prosperous reign: the introduction of idolatry, I and the 

heavy taxes exacted for the support of his luxurious capital and 
cffemillate court, havillg sown thC' seeds of defection previously 
to this monarch's decease. The bulk of the Israelites Wf're 

consequently ready to revert to a state of' discord; and the 
enterprising Jeroboam was thf' most formidable of the three 
principal leaders. wh05(' attempts to gain power distracted the 
commencement of the succecdlHg reign. 

The imprudcnt conduct of H.ehoboam spC'cdily caused a 
separation of the H ebrew kingdom, IIlld Jcroboa'm having 
returned in haste frOln Egypt, was plaC'cd at the head of ten 
tribes and of the triblltary natiolls. The scat of his goverll~ 
ment, lIOW call .... d the kingdom of Israel, was at Shechcm. 
The tribes of Judah and Bt'lljamin, forming the kingdom of' 
Judah, only remailled to Hchobualll, wbose capital was Jeru· 
salem. The idolatry of Egypt had been adopted, in a great 
measure, by the bulk of the H ebrew people, aud Jeroboam 
ea~ily induced the Egyptians, his allies, to punish and humble 
the kIng of Judah, who haying permitted idolatry in his own 
dominions, had drawn upon himself this chastisement, the 
coming of which was made known to him by the prophet. 
Shemaiah.1 

Shi.bak Amenophis, who, accordillg to Manetho, was the sou of 
iD .. ~ Jadea. Tethmosis and grandson of Myspharmuthosis, or Mispbragmn­

thosis, the father.ill·law of Solomon, was on the throne at this 
time.1 He was the Bala of the Arabians, and appears to have 
been deified under tile title of Batal, or Bclus: t he is supposed 
also flo have been the famous Shishak, or Schesonk. At the 

I 1 KiDg$, chap. Xl., v. 7, 8. 
I 2 ehron., chap. XL, v. 2, 8, 4. 
~ Ancient Fragment. by I. P. C()ry, Esq., p. 118. 
4 Crotstbwaite', SYllchronol()gy, p. 246. 




