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head of 1200 chariots, 60,000 horsemen, and a people without B.C. 971. 
number, including the Lubims, t.he Sukkiims, and Ethiopians, 
he took th, fenced cities of Judah; Jerusalem itself surrendered 
to his arms, when he carried off' t.he treasures of the Temple 
and those of the palace, I leaving Rehoboam weaker,· and con· 
sequcntly less able than before, to contend with the increasing 
power of Jeroboam and the Israelites. 

Turuing to,;ards western Asia at t.his period, it will be seen 
that the extcnsiCln of the Haiganialls, or Arm(,llians, as a peop1e, 
hau hitherto becl! chiefly t.owards thl' east; they followed, in the Sp1'eW Qftbe 

first instance, one of the vah·s of Eden, now a fertile valley of Arm eo ius. 

the Araxes, as far as the shores of the Caspian Sea, a1ld from 
thence thcy spread illto the gorges of' the Caucasus, under the 
name of Ha'ikallial1s. 

They 4fC the Gargarcis of f:oitraho, who places them north of 
Albania., clost, to the Amazons, amI says that they came with 
the hltter from Theruiscyra, Oll the Bla('k Sea .~ In all proha. 
bility they arc one of t.he many ('olonies that came into 
Armenia ancr thc first b'1'Cnt clil igratioll frolll Shinar. 

The Armcnian king-dolll npP<-'llrs to have been consolidated 
at this particular period ulldcr Pharnak, who made the country 
indepelldent, and succeeded jn so llwintailling it, although 
exposed to the invasion of two powerful enemies, the Assyrians 
and Babylonians, who menaced him in tum during the re~ 

mainder of thc fifty~three years of his reigu. 
The Assyrian or Cushitc dOlllinioll was very extensive about 

this time, for it not only included Arabia amI I'ran, which was 
now the seat of government, hut also the clcpendenei('s of' the 
latter in central Asia, anJ cven in lndia. At this remote 
period, the latter region was composed of three immense pro-- Iudi, (Om. 

vinees: that of the Ganges, that of the Indus, and peninsular :::1D~~ 
India, !!III of which paid tribute to I'ra.~, having been previ-
ously subjected by Feridull or Arbaces.' 

Subsequently, however, Tartary appears to have gained a. 
tempotvy ascendancy, l'ran haviug bt;:en occupied for twelve 
years by Afrisiab, kiug ot Turan. This prince was in turn 

\ 2 Citron., cllap. XII,. v. 5,9. • SlraLo, XI., p. 504 
I Sir William. JOnelJ, "01. I., p. 49. 
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expelled by Za~ father of Rugtarn, hereditary prince of 
.Se'istan; and the last was succeeded by Loo, or Loab. 

This sovereign, and the period of his reign, appt to 8yn
~h,.tbe. chronise with Zerah, the Ethiopian, and his invasion of Judea 
Ethiopian, 1.11- • b d 300 h . " I D W lis ks Ta4et Jildea, "Wit a vast army an c arlOts. r. e remar 

that the original word Cush could not have meant the portion 
of' 1\frica so called, which lay at too great a distance from 
Judea to permit such an invasion: moreover, if it bad taken 
place from that part of the world, the intervening (',ountry of 
Egypt lllust have been passed through, and subdued by such a 
powerful host! 

But the geographical difficulty will cease if we bear in mind, 
that the word emh wa:. applied to the Arabian as well as to 
the African territory; and probahly it formed at this moment 
a part of that extensive empire which stretched cOftinuous]y 
from the shores of' the Red Sea to the territories of I'ran,' 
from whence Judea had already been frequently invaded. 

About this period Assyria resumed her place in the history 
of the world, afkr ha,ing been for a lengthened period almost 

The A.yrilns a complete blank, and scarcely noticed in profane history. It 
W"l'r"e powerful. b I h h d "" ~ I d b N" ' d in the timeQf IS, OWCl<cr, C ear t at t c ommlOn loum e y Imrll COO-

Abrah.m . tinued intact up to the time of Abraham, when the subsidiuy 
kings of Elam, Shinar, and Ellasar, are mentioned as following 
Tidal, the Assyrian king of kings, or of nations, to the borders 
of PaJestine j' and it seems to have beCIJ unimpaired at the 
time of Balaam's prophecy regarding Ashur,& as well as when 
Cushan-rishathaim, the dependent sovereign of Mesopotamia, 
occupied Judea.' 

The defensive preparations of the Hyksos, as mentioned by 
Profane writers,1 also show that at this period the Assvrian ud I.Ito .u .; -

Wu period. power extended almost to the borders of Egypt; and it is like--
wise evident that it was in fun force more than a thouaaOO 
years after its formation, when Teutamos, the twentieth 8OV~ 

, 2Chrou., chap. XIV., Y. 7. 
I Welll' Geog. of the Bible, vol. I ., p. 192. 
I Kuadi Kabgok. 
4 See page 65 OfpreteDt volume, ud GeD., cUp. XJV .. 'V. J • 
• Nambeta, chap. XXIV., Y. 22. .. Judga, chap. W., v.", iQ. 
, See Gove, r 73. 
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reign from Ninyas, led a contingent to the siege of Troy.! ~be AMyri.1l 

Other incidental circumstances are mentioned by Euscbius, III' aDd 

SyncelIus,. and Diodorus Siculus, in addition to the more 
detailed history of' the kingdom given by Ctesias from the 
Persian archives. The latter, who had the advantage of' col· 
lecting his materials during a residence of seventeen years at 
the court of Artaxerxes Mncmon, commences with Nimr~d or 
Ashur, and gives in sllccession Ninus, Semiramis, Ninyas, 
Arius, Aza1iuS, Xerxes or Baleus I., Armamithres, Belochus I.t 

Baleus II., Se'thos (called Attados), Mamythus, Ascaleus, 
Ascarius or Maschaleus, Spherus, Mamylus, Spartbeus, 
Ascatides, Amyntcs, Belocbus n., Baletorcs or Beletaras, 
Lamprides, Sosares, Lamparus, PallYas, Sosarmes, Mithreus, 
Teutamus or Tautanus, Teuteus, Thincus, Dercylas, .Em-
pacmes 9r Eupales, Saosthenes, Pertiades or Perithiades, 
Ophrateus, Ephcchcres, Acraganes, and Thonos COflcolerus or 
Sardanapalus. 

The reign of this monarch, who appears to represent the Medi&n 
earlier Sardanapalus of the Greeks, was terminated by a revo- !;:d1'~':
lution, in which he was overthrown by Arbaces, who, assisted Ctffi ... 

by the Babylonian forces under Belesis, succeeded to the 
throne. The dynasty of the former, namely, Mandauces. 
Sosarmus, Artychas, Arbiancs, Art.reus, Artynas, Astybaras, 
Aspadas or Astyages, and Cyrus, ten, illcluding Arbaces, is 
called Median by Ctesias, owillg to the founder being con-
sidered one of this people, though in rf'ality an Assyrian. This, 
and a similar circumstance at Il later period, regarding Deioces, 
have caused some historical difficulties, which may, however, 
be in a great measure removed by distinguishing the Median 
dynasty of Ctesias, ~hich commenced with Arbaces, from the 
later line, b~ginning. according to Herodotus, with Dejoces:' 
Media being in each case a satrapy of the empire, and not 8 H~ca1 di'· 

• ficulties caused 
separate nation" by the MediaD 

lJut even if no such explanation were offered respecting the bnaeh. 

Diod Sie.. lib. II., cap. nii. 
Tbil dilttMtioD il'tbe neult oftM taleated teIeILl'f'hes of ~ late 'r. M. 
~ &q.,-.,. or the Bombay ",""",.-See J......I nf the Boyal 
~ Society, "01. IV., p. 217,~. Lo1ldOll,~1837. 
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relative condition of Media, it could scarcely be supposed that 
the once-powerful kingdom of Assyria should have ceasoo to 
exist from the reign of Ninyas to that of Sardanapallls. 
Indeed, it is shown by undoubted authority, that at the time 
of the commenCement of the Median re, olt under Deioces, or 
Kaikohad, the Ass} rians had already been masters of' upper 
AsiaJor a period of 520 yeArs,l And the probability that in 
his last work on As.,,),ria, the historian lIlay have distinguished 
between the great empire OVl;'r central Asia, 1l11d the previolls 
state of' the Assyrian Illonarc;hy, is strt'llgthcned by the account 
of Tragus Pompcius in JU!;.till, who says 2 that the Assyrians 
ruled in Asia for tIl(> term of 1300 years. 

1'h('re must, duu\,tlcss, have been a line of so"ereigns during 
Ita hne of the period mentIoned by lIerodotU'), if not the whole of the 
montr<:hs 
probably inten III in qUl'stion j and pos.,ibly sud} a<; thut supposed to have 
IllllDlerroptl.'d. been taken irom the Persian archive'S. And as several circum~ 

Rtmai~ near 
NlIlevt'h may 
enhgbten tbe 
AuyrllUl 
history. • 

stanre5 mentioned ill ('onnexion With the later, us well as the 
{'ariier soycreigns, Bre substantiated from other sources, may 
not greater weight be claimed fbr the hi-; torian of Cnidus, than 
that which has muaBy ueen given to his enumeration of the 
earlier kings? It is just possible that the monumental history 
and inscriptions now being rescued from the ruinf, left hy ti.me 
on the ballks of the Tigris, may, when deciphered, not only 
prove that the archives in question existed, but also in some 
degree restore the important link wanting in the early history 
of Assyria.3 

, Herod., lib 1., cap l.CV • 

• Llh. I., cap. I)., compared \\ith Agatlua5 Scholasticuq, lib. ]f., p, 68. 
• Considering the vast imporullce of these discoveries in conne~ion with 

the earliest po&tdiluvian hiitory, it cannot b(: uninteresting to give the eJltntCt 
of 11 letter addN"S!ed by Mr. Hector, an officer of the Euphratee E:r.peditioll', 
to Thomas Stirlillg, Esq., of Sheffield, dated June, 1845, respecting hil villit 
to Khorsabtid, &c. :-" KltoNalllW ill eighteen to twenty miles N.:N.E. of 
MOsul. I enmin«l the eJ:('8.vation~ over and o~er again, and the mOl'8 1: 
looked at the remaining sculptu~, til(> more was 1 Btruck with Uloni&hmenf 
as I thought of the a~ and nge~ that have pa..sed by lIince they were est 
outed and buried. There are, I thiuk, fiftet!n immense chambert or Il~ 
cleared Ollt, all connected whh each other at right angltlll, and all con_ 
with lCulptore. and inlMlTiptiJD1 of y.rioue liza and IOIU, repreeenriog~ ' 
ceuWDl of men in ,tate, t • .-me of boneI, richly eaparboaed, ~ 
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Whatever doubts may have been justly entertained regarding 
the preceding sovereigns do not apply to the so-called Median. 
dynasty of Ctesias, since it is found that Arbaces, as wen as 

led as an offering to the king; scenes of battles, and fighting of all descrip
tions, with bows and arrow~, spears, daggers, and shields, &c. &c.; almies 
marching with horse!! and chariots, be~iegillg towns, &c.; drini..ing parties, 
with tables and chail'll amI winE',cupll, with servants pouring out the~ine; 
garden scenes j hUllting partiClO, 5hooting birds and hares in fore~tl!, with 
bowl! and arrowB;'men impalro bt>fore oc'Sieged towns; drod men falling off 
ramparts in fighting; rri~one" ill elmino; sea sc\'ne-l, \\ilh fisll swimnlillg 
about. There i~ one scene \\lIi('h "uuld e:.actly corre,poud to the taking of 
T}re by Nebuchadneza.r (Elei..id, eh. ni'(., v. 18) , wl,t're the prophet 
~a)'~,' every man'", Ileal! was bald, and elery ~houltier lIas peeJ(l(I.' There 
were a g rf'at mall)' large.\\ingpd bul1~, "'ith men'~ Iwads, about twenty 10 

thi rty tons cach, ami gl·uerally of heautiful e"C'cution. They ",ere pl,l{'(-d at 
the end and ('i)rnl'rs of tht' dJ!len'nt pa_1g"("< or chamocrs, and generally in 
pairs; the-.e the people S('C'1Il to hal'C \lor~IJJPpf'(], and placed tllere w. pro. 
t~ting of'ilies. The remaining M'lllpturcs looked v('ry well aud perfeet 
'while Btanding ill their plact"<, bllt fell to pif'ces immroiately UII attf'mpting 
to dbl llrb them. It is eVIJent that the plac~ lIas neslro},eJ by fire, from the 
quantity of charcoal found in t':l.calating; ami in sOlne spou" where the fire 
had been ~trong, the lllarble »<,ulpturt'l> were burnt to lime to a considerable 
tlepth on the face that had been expo~('tl. .... I left :MUsul on the 
2nu June, tra"elliu£{ hy nisht, 011 Ul'c()unt of the heat, ami tool.: Ihe road 
along the ('ast or left ban\.. of the Tig-ri_, on pllrpo"l;l to ..ae Tell Nirnrud. 

"June 3.-Arrjl·ed at NilJlflld. Thl' place, as 10 ~hlLpe, has lIomewilat 
I\'<, appealtl.ncc of KhorsabUd, but i~ tl,rt'C or four timl'!! a<! ],uge. The 
anificial mound, wllieh I Hllppo~e to lmve bl'eu the palace, is of an oblong 
form, about two mile~ in circumference, and from SO to 60 fel't high, 
perhap~ lllore, witl, a high wuicaJ pyramid raised at the north corner of the 
mouud, about 120 fet't higb, wbich must have been a watch.tower, or ~ome. 
thing of that kiud. The app.1rClit \\ all of the city is from six to eight mites 
!II extent, forming a i..ind of square, correspolll'iug to the four cardinal 
point~. Tile moulld is placed at the S.'V. conler of the enclosure, where the 
Tigris had at oue time washed its two aides. ~ present, the Tigris hu 
l'f'Ceded some four miles, and left 1\ large plain between the mound and the 
present bed of the river. On Ihe top of the mound I saw the upper end of 
8OO1e marblf' slabs above the ground, closely joined together, f\ITlning a 
chamber or cMtern, 22 feet by 12; it was nearly filled with earth. I lUI 

informed it. depth waa from 8 to 10 feet . No appearance of writing was to 
be seen; but bad it not been .so dreadfully hot, I would have dug it out. 
'nlere ,Uf quutitiN of broken bricks, with clm~iform characters UPOIl them, 
ICattered over the mound J thEf" appeared. to be inscribed all over, and the 
cbI:rac ... .,. Ulilch luger, and seem. to ha,'~ been «:ut, not .taroPf>d. in the 
oewe, ~ ~ 'pneran, brought from Ba.bY*t and th<»e wbich 1 a .. It 
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~.,rian several of his successors, not only figured in Persian history, 
:~:r"::- ,but were likewise connected with the kingdoms of Israel and 
that of Judell. Judah j more particularly Sosarmus, the thirty-ninth of the 

generallir;t of Ctcsias and the third of his Median dynasty, who 
is represented by Pul. 

Mcnahern, the murderer of the regicide ShaUum, appears to 
have brought ou his country the vcngeal1('e of the Assyrians, by 
the temporary conquest of Tip..'ihah or Thapsacus; and having 
on his return succeeded to the crown of Isra,el j be purchased, 
on the appearance of the Assyrians, an ignominious peace, by 
paying IOOO talents, and Pul, or Sosarmus,' returned to his own 
dominiOlls. 

Alexannel' Polyhistor, in noticing the circumstance, says 
Pill o,ereomea there was a king of the Chaldcans whose name was Phulns, of 
Mftl&heQl. whom also the historical writings of the Hebrews make mention 

under the llame of Pul, who they say invaded the country 
of the J ews.a 

Tiglath-Pill!
Mlr bn'ad.,. 
J1Idea.ad 

But a small kingdom, sufficiently wealthy to raise at a short 
notice about :17.5,000[/ as a pea('e-offl'ring to the Assyrians, 
was not likely to enjoy for any lengthened time the deliverance 
thus purchascd by Menahf'Ul, who, though he had the command 
of 60,000 soldiers, Imid this contribution in prefcren('c to 
defending his country. After this hllmiliatil1g trcaty was 
made, the intestine wars, which continued with alternate sac· 
cess between the kingdoms of Israel and J udab, in which that 
of Syria occasionally took a part, aftorded the Assyrians a pre-
text for interference .. 

.. Tiglath-Pilcser, or Artycbas, had succeeded his father 
Sosarmus, or Pul, on the throne of Assyria; Nabon888&r, 

• Kooftl8Md. On the lOuth side of the mound there is a piece of a Irlori of 
rough BIIndstone, with cuneiform writing upon it, very roughly eJ.flCuted. III 
the edge ofthr mound, where the railU hln formed guulO or 12 feet below 
the lIurface, pa.'erne.lt8 of bricks of bitumen are to be aeen. I had DOthbti' 
with me that would dig out one of theN! bricks, to Me if they c<Jtd:GDed 
inecriptiOIU." 

I Royal Asilltic Journal, '01. IV., p. 231. 
~ E\lMlb., Ar. ehron., 39 • 
• ON tbouaud talt!ntt of wver.-J'ue., lib-IX-,eap. sl., ............ 

2 KiDr, chap. XV' j ".. 20. 
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probab1y another son of the latter, being viceroy at Babylon, 
which in consequence became for a time a separate governmC:'nt, 
The former monarch, on some pretence, now fell upon the carri<'ll the 

kingdom of Israel, and took ljon, Abel-betb-~b'achah, Janoah, :~ti~':::~t~' 
Kedesh, Hazor, Gilead, Galilee, and all the land of N aphtali, Alllyri~. 
and carried the inhabitants captive to Assyria.' 

Afterwards, Ahaz, the king of Judah, being besieged in J eru
salem by the united forces of Pckah, king of Israel, and Rezin, 
king of Syria t'Yho at this jUllcture recovered Elath), made an 
urgent appeal to thr king of Assyria, sending as a propitiation 
the treasures of th(' TempI<· and palace, &c. Moved by these 
presents, and by the submission of the king of' Judah, Artychas 
marched to his assistance, and baving tahn Damascus, he slew 
Rezin, and carried the people captive 2 to Kir.s 

On learning the death of Hezin, and the advance of the 
Assyrians into the dominions of Israel, Ahaz proceeded to 
Damascus, taking with him all the gold and silver from the 
royal treasury, as well as from the Temple of God, together 
with its pre('ious gifts; and having carried the whole to 
Tiglath-Pilcser, at Damascus, agr~eably to his engagement, he 
retunlf.--d. to Jerusalem.' 

These events took place towards the end of the reign OfBaI'ylonundet' 

Artychas, or Tiglath-Pileser j whilst Babylon continued under Nabonuw.r. 

his brother Nabonassar. This is the sovereign who has obtained 
such unenviable notoriety by his vanity in destroying the 
records of his country, in order that a fresh era might be 
supposed to commence with his reign. 

The city of Babylon, which had of late declined, in conse
quence of Nineveh being the seat of the supreme government, 
was now destined to recover its former iplendour under the 
second Semiramis. This queen is by some supposed to ba ve &mil'llO'lis 

been the mother, and by ot;.ers the wife, of N abonassar, and the Il'tOlid. 

abe has been greatly celebrated by Herodotus for the works 
• 

t 2 Kings. chap. XV., v. 29 . 
• Ibid., chap. :XVI., v. 8, P. 
I So called by the Penian&. Thi. a the Kur or Cyrtlll, .. tributary of 

tHrift!JI'lA.aueI. thdlut oftbe RClliUIf.-See abo'te. vol. I., pp. 10, 1:2. 
• J coepb ... Ub. IX., '"P. 12. 
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BelitoratiOllo with which the capital was adorned during her time. These 
of nab,.IoIl" consisted in spacious quays, magnificent palkces, and other 

noble edifices. One of the royal palaces was erected on the 
eastern, the other 011 the western bank of the Euphrates, and 
they were cOllnected by a bridge, as well as by a tunnel under 
the ri ver. D escriptions of the famous temple of Belus, of the 
stupendous walls encirdinp: thE" town, and of the lake to drain 
it, are familiar to all from the description!'! of H('rodotus, 
Diodorus Siculus, and other ancient historians. 8trabo also 
enumerates, in a gent'Tal way, th£' magnificent works exe
cuted by this queen, as the wallt-d cities, aqueducts, ditches, 
roads, &c.1 

ShalmUl9U 
Innde& the 
klDgdOPl of 
Juael. 

NRnin~, who uSlirpeu the government of NabonRssar, IJro
bably after the death of Semiramis, was succeeded, two years 
later, by ChillZius and Porus, whose joint reign lasted five 
years. J udaetls, thc next mondrch, was followed by Merodacb 
Baladan, and during the reign of the latter the Ilt:i~hbouring 
territories b(>camc the theatre of some important (.vcnt'i. 

Hoshea having fdile(l in furni~hi ng the usual tribute to 
Assyria, the kingdom of I srael was in ('on'H.'queoce invaded 
by Sbalm:lncser, and compelled to submit to that powerful 
monarch, the Arbianes of Ctesias. But the Assyrians had 
scarcely recrossed the Euphrates Wht'll Hoshea attempted to 
shake off the yoke; and having for this purpose formed an 
alliance with So, or Sabacus, king of Egypt, he began by 
imprisoning the Assyrian officer who was stationed in his 
capital to receiyc the tribute. 

Resolved to punish effectually the indignity thus offered to 
the repreaentatiYe of the supreme monarch, Shalmaneser again 
invaded Syria: he immediately laid siege to Samaria, and as 
Sabacus made no effort whatever to give the promised aid to 
his ally, that city fell, after havilll been beleaguered for three 
years, when Enemessar, as be is now called,' c!lrried away the 

H'1II~1'D,.D4 seven tribes from the western side of the Jordan into Assyria, 
=fl~ as his father, Artychas, had previously done the others, from 

the easrern side of the same river. The captivity of the ten 

, Lib. XVI., p. 787. 
I Tobit, chap. t., v. 2. 
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tribe;; was thUR completed.' On the present occasion, Arbianes Tob!1 W 

carried the principal inhabitants to Halah, and to the Khlibur, N)::c'"~o 
the river of Gozan,' and to the cities of the Medes. Babylon: 
the capita~ is commonly spoken of' as being the abode of' the 
captives, but many of them were taken to the country lying 
about the Khabur, and cven to the Assyrian capital, Nineveh, 
in which Tobit's kindred were placed.$ This person there 
becamc the purveyor of Encmcssar, the father of SenIl3cherib,' 
and through t:he kindness of the king he was permitted occa
sionally to visit the other captives il. Media.~ From the latter 
circumstance it would appear that the country of the Medes 
was again subject to Assyria at this period. 

Not conteut with the removal of the prisoners to the moun-
tains of Media, Arbianes, or Shalmanescr, by way of securing 
effectually his dominion over Syria, seut colonists thither from A",yr;aD 

fth I "" "h" " , B b I eol(ItlYlII1l1t some 0 e most popu ous CltlCS In IS empIre, as Jrom a yon, wIG Syna. 

Cuthn, A va, Hamath, and Sepharvaim (Sippara), alld located 
them in Samaria, where the idolatrous practices of' the Assyrians 
soon became firuaiy established.' 

Elibus, hal'ing slain Merodach-Baladan, and usurped the 
throne of Babylon, with the intention of becoming independent, 
Sellnacherib, who had recently succeeded his father Shalma- SeIlDaeherib 

neser, proceeded with all army against the Babylonians, and, Illooeeds, a.114 

after routing them, he commanded that Elibus and his adhe-
rents should be carried into the land of the Assyrians. In 
consequcnce of this success, Scnnaeherib took u~n himself the 
governmene of thc Babylonians, appointing his Son Asadanius, 
or Esar-Iladdon. to be king, and then retired into Assyria. 
Having heard a report that the Greeks had made a hosti1e 
descent UpOll Cilieia, he put himself immediately at the head of 
his army, and overthrew them in a pitched battle.' cv::!.ro ... the 

I 2 Kin~, chap. XVII~ 9 and.following verees j and 1 ebron., chap. V., 
v.26. 

I 00 the eutern Nue of tile Tigri'. 
• Tobit, chap 1., v. 10. • Ibid., v. Hi. 
• Ibid., v. 14. 
I 2 KiDgl, chap. XVIl., v. 24. 
, Aocient FragmooJ', by I. P. Cory, Esq., p. 61 
• Ibid., from Eu.teb., Ar. ebron., p. 62. He afterwlJ'ds built the city of 

TabU., after the Uk.,.. of Babylon, and called it Tbanii. 
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The first invasion of Judea by Sennacberib (the Sargon of 
~saiah), I took place in the fourteenth year of Hezekiah. when, 
all the fenced cities being taken by the Assyrians, the king 9f 
Judah, in the hope of arresting their progress, resorted to the 
desperate expedient of stopping all the fountains, as well as the 
overflow of the brooks running through the land,' He was 
compelled, however, to submit to the powerful conqueror; and 
tlle latter having, as the price of peace, received the sum of 
thirty talents of gold and three bundred of silv~r: sent bis army 
towards Egypt, under the command of Tartan, who took 
Ashdod,' one of the frontier towus. 

Notwithstanding this suocess, Scnnacherib appears to have 
considered it tlangerous to cuutiuue the invasion of Egypt, 
whilst the kilLgdom of Judea remained unsubdued iu his rear. 
particularly at the moment when a vast force was on the march 
in that direction, under Tirhakah, king of Ethiopia .. 

He therefore abandoned hostilities against Egypt. in order 
to hasten the conquest of' Judea; when, baving overcome and 
subdued the whole country and its cities1 with the exception of 
Libnah and Lachish, he renewed the siege of those places, 
and also commenced in form that of' the capital itself: But 

bHiep Jent- whilst the majority of his forces were em ployed in pushing the 
saleRl . siege of Jerusalem, in the hope of anticipa ting the intended 

assistance of the Egyptians and Ethiopians, Tirhakah was 
marching his army through the Desert, in order to fall directly . 
on their rear . • At this juncture the operations of the Assyrian 

DeItMIetion 
or hilAnll1 
before Jera.
..wo. 

monarch were completely paralyzed by the sudden Joss of 
nearly his whole army. God, says Berossus, had sent a pesti
lential distemper among them, and all the very first night of 
the siege 185,000 men, with their captains and genera1s. were 
destroyed.~ Sennacherib, in consequence of this disaster, fled. 
with all speed to Nineveh. where he WjS assassinated in the 
temple of the idol Nisroch, by his sons Adrammelech aDd 
Sbarezer; I or by one of them only, according to Eusebius. 

I Chap xx., v. 1. 
• 2 Chnm., chap. XXXII., v. 4; the outlet of Cedron towardl tJae 

beai~ra. 
I Itaiah, chap. XX., v. 1. t 2 KiDgt, chap. XIX., v. 9 • 
• BerollU8, quoted by JOIeph..1ib. X., cap. i. 
f 2 KiDgI, chap. XIX., v. 87. 
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The latter author, after enumerating the various exploits of this ne.a. of 

monarch. ~hom he calls Sennacherim, adds, that he reigned Sm!aclmib. 

eighteen years, and was cut off by a conspiracy which had bee~ 
formed against his life by his son, Ardumusanus.l 

The overthrow of Sennacherib in this expedition, which was 
destined against Egypt, is described by Herodotus,' who gives 
such a version of the affair as might be expected from the 
vanity of the Egyptian priests, from whom he received the 
account, and who would naturally ascribe the deliverance to 
their own gods .• The relation given by Herodotus is as follows: 
_" After this, Scthos ascended the throne of Egypt, and 
treated his soldiers with great seveci,ty j he took from them the 
lands which had been granted by former kings, and the COIl

sequence was that they refused him any aid against Srona
cherib. This caused great pf'rplexity to Sethos, who went into 
the temple, and complailloo with tears to his idol of' the peril 
he was in. In the midst of his distress he was overtaken by 
sleep; and in his vision he' was told to be of good courage, for 
no misfortune should ~efalJ him. Confiding in this dream, he A~countnfthi. 
took such of thc Illcrchauts, artificers, aIHI populace as were ~~u::. by 

willing to follow him, and marched to Pelusium, where the 
Assyrian army was encamped. 'When arrived at this place, 
field-mice in great numbers spread themselves about among the 
invaders, and .gnawed in pieces the quivers, bows. and thongs 
of the shields; so that on the following morning, being destitute 
of arms, they were obliged to fly, and, being closely pursued, 
many of them fell." II Even to this day," adds Herodotus, 
U there stands in the temple of' Vulcan a statue in stone of this 
king, having a mouse in his hand, and saying, as expressed by 
the inscription, 'Let him who looks on me reverence the ac. 710 or 
Gods.' "I 706. 

Eueeb., Ar. ehron., 42. I Lib. IT., ('-up. 141. 
I Herod., lib II., cap. 141. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

FROM THE DEATH OF SENNACHERIB, ABOUT 709 D.C., TO THE FALL 

OF BABYWN, 538 OR 536 B.C. 

Hetekiah's Treasures.-Babylon and Nineveh united.-Ecbalanll. talen.
Marcil to CiJicia.-Chinllidaqus and the Scythian Invasion.-Cyaxarf'S._ 
Nabopolasar and Nlnev~h.-Sarac\l~ dcstrO)1o iliruself.-NabopoJII.S&r 
governs Nilleveh.-Pharaoh Necho'" Fk-eh and illva~ion of Dab)loltia, 
Carchemish, &c.-Nt'burhd.dneZUf as tl](' Genrral of hi~ f.lther iU I.l.ues 
Palestine and Egypt -D.uucl carri ed capmc -The Army rdurllS by two 
TUlltes to Baby]ullIu. - Nebuchadnrzzar 1I1e<hates between the LydJlUlS and 
Medes.-March to J Cfusalcm.-]>lunder of the Temple.-Nebuchadnezar 
adorns llabyloll.-Rcbdboli of Z('deJ..tah. ~l('remiah'~ prophl'C),.- Nebu
chad neuar bet.i('gC9 Jeru.saiem, and (' ... rJie~ CalltlVC\ to BalJylon.-Judea 
laid wasle.-T yrc be~icgoo and t,l l. en.-Nebuclmdneuar attacks )~g} pi 
and carries Spoils to the Temple of llelus.-Commcrre, edonal$, and 'Voru 
of Neb\lchaduezzar._NebuclJildneu.IT·~ Prophccy,-He losC!J Ilill rea.~n . 

-He resume!. the throne.~JIIS Deat h and Chur.lcter.-EviJ·?l-lerodacli 
8Ucceeds, and is A<-a""mated - 1'i'1'llgle..sor lIucct't"ds.- H I" ,Vllr witll 
Cyrus.-An embaAl:y comes from J ndla to Iiaby lon -Dt'llla~· j,y of the 
&bylonian8 . -Bel~hnZ:Zllr ascend~ the throne of nabylon.-Hi~ mother, 
Nltoen8, prepares for a. Sicge.- Advauce of Cyrus -Tile river Gyndes 
drained by means of numerous Channeb.-Daby lou bdcagured.-The 
stratagem of di,'erting the Rlver,-As.iauJI of Babylon.-Babylonia added 
to Assyria. 

Di •• iOJl of FnoM several circumstances mentioned in Scripture, it is 
~:=hre;1I evident that the preceding short and disastrous reign had 
8emIaeherib. brought the affairs of Assyria into a very troubled and 

confused state. The death of Sennacherib was followed lfy 
a temporary division of his empire; in consequence of the 
efForts made by the rulers of some of the satrapies to establish 
their independence. One of the number, Merodach Baladan, 
the Mardoch Emparlus of Ptolemy,' and .on of Nabon.w of 

I Jabn', Hebrew Commonwealth, .. 01. I., p. 149. 
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Baladan, who, as his deputy, had hitherto govcrDt:d Babylon. 
now sent an embassy to congratulate Hezekiah on his recover);, 
from sickness. as well as 011 his miraculous delivery from the 
invasion of Seunacherib; and it was on this occasion that, in 
the pride of h1s heart, Hezekiab showed the treasures of his He~"kjah'l 
house, as well as those of the Temple.1 He received, as the vaQity. 
punishment of his vanity, prophetic intelligence of the coming 
captivity, at the moment when Babylon had just revolted froSl 
Assyria, and ~come a separate kingdom.~ 

After a reigll of' twelve years, Mcrodach Baladan was suc
ceeded by Arkianus, who reigned only five years j and this 
period was followed by an interreguum of' two years, on the 
termination of which Belus mount('d the throne j but thp rule 
of that sovereign did not exceed three years. Apronadius 
succeeded, and at the expiration of six years the sceptre passed 
to Rigebelus. After the short space of one year the crown 
devoh"cd upon Mt:s-<;;omordaclls, wht) reigncd only four years: 
after which another intt:rl'cgnum occurred at Bahylon. 

Esarhaddull, the third SOli, succeeded his father (Sennaeherib) EsarbaddoD 

, h fA" f\ h' I h _"""" In t e government 0 ssyrm a er a sort lllterva; e appears throne of 
to be represented by Artarus, the sixth of the Mct.lian dynasty A.yr, .. 

of Ctesias. 
This monarch found the kiugdom in a ve~ distracted sute, Rev<!lt ofth., 

owing to the revolt of ouc portion of his people, probably the Pen' ....... 

Persians, called Cadusians, 3 who maintained a bloody contest 
with the Medians; but haying at length restored peace by 
graduaUy extendillg his dominion over both kingdoms, he was 
prepared, now that his power was consolidat~d, to take advantage 
(.If the favourable opportunity offered by the interregnum at 
13aby1on, to add that kingdom to his other possessions. Being 
thus placed at the head of a powerful army by the temporary 
r~·union of Babylonia and Assyria, Esarhaddoll determined to F.athaddou 

pursue his father's project of extending his dominion~, and he 
proceeded to the invasion of Syria, Palestine, and Egypt, leav~ inT&dt'lSyria. 

aDd Egypt. 

t D.». Prid8lUlJ" CQnne-.:loo. vol. I., p. 19~ (ed. 1831); J08.., A.nt., lib. 
X., e. 2. 

12 .Kinp, obap. :tX., v. 12, 18,17,18;. 
• Diod. Sio., lib. II., cap. uu. 
VOL. u. L 

" 
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~ raited ing Dejoces, who ruled at Eebamna, to govern the kingdom, 
~~ ... ron~ $0 which the latter had been called by the unanimous voice of 

the Medes.! 
It was during these wars in the western countries that Sar

doch(pus or Saosduchinus, son and general of Esarhaddon, 
having defeated .Manasseh, killg of J udab, and overtaken him 

o.pti.ilyor in his flight, carried him to Dahylou in chains! Some com· 
Mausseh. 

mcntators, Ilnd mnollgst them Dr. Hales, are of opinion that 
Esarhaddon was the great Sardanapalu8j! but"the capture of 
Nineveh does uot appear to syllchroni~e with the reign in 
question. 

Saosduchinus ( succeeded his father Esarhaddon, after baving 
bePn his deputy over Nineveh and :Babylon; and Phraortes, 
about the same time, succeeded Dejoces OIl the throne of Media. 

A_ion at.d Being of an ambitious and warlike disposition, Phraortes 
rebellion of • J d h' 'hb 'I" ' h h h h Phnor~. mva e IS nClg ours m ran Wit sue success, t at e was 

enabled to conquer the whole of that part of Asia. In the 
belief that the same success would attend bim in a still greafRr 
undertaking, he subsequently turned his arms southward, and 
commenced that rebellion 88Rin&t his sovereign, which, in the 
end, proved fatal to himsd£ 

&otdllcbinll5 We can scarcely feel a doubt that the monarch here aUuded 
ro!:o~ebO- to is the same wbe is so particularly mentioned as NaLuchodo

n080r in the apocryphal book of Judith, for the dates, as well 
as the whole of the circumstances, perfectly correspond. There 
we find that, in the twelfth year of' N abuchodollosor's ~ reign at 
Nineveh, Arphaxad, or Phraortes, who reigned o,,'er the Medel, 
rebcUed, and fortified the palace and treasury, built by hie 
fath er Dejoces 4 in Eehatana, r with walls of hewn stone! having 
towers and gates seventy cubits high by forty cubits broad, lor 
the going forth of his mighty men.' 

1 Herod., lib. L, cap 97, 98. I 2 Chron., chap. XXXID., v. 11. 
I CrOl8lhwalLe', Synehrono]ogy, p. 260. 
• A.Dcient l!~ragmenta, by L P. Cory, &q., pp. SO,8a. 
I The NabuchodoDoaClMll orCWdean hiltory. 
• BeftId., lib. I., c. 98, 99. 
, Now 'fakhti-80Jeiman; also Shu or Qua, "01. x.., pp. 167. ~ ... Iiif 

Doyal Geographical Journal. 
• Joditb, chap. I ., v. 104. 
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The City and fortress of EcbBtana are particularly d('scribed D6erip6MI 01 

by Herodotus. The palace and treasury occupied the cen~ g;~iu 
of' an enclosure, consisting of seven conoentric circleR, each 
being construeted in suoh a manner that its battlements over~ 
topped the neighbouring wall. The battlements of the first 
circle were white, those of the second black, the third scarlet, 
the fourth blue, the fifth orange, and all were thus distinguished 
by different colours, except the sixth, which was plated with 
silver, and the ~venth with gold'! The conical hill and posi~ 
tiOD of the ruins of Takhti Soleiman appear to coincide with 
the descriptions of Herodotus, the sevell colours being derived 
from a fable of Sahean origin, the walls here representing the 
seven heavenly spheres, and the seven climates through which 
they revolve.' 

In order to overcome this rebellious attempt, Nabucbodo- N.buehodouo

uosor assE'mbled all that dwelt hy the Euphrates, the Tigris, ~ =b: 
and the Hydaspes I (H<.>dypllus). jn the plain of Arioch,· wit.h 
the king of the ElYIl1a>ans, also vcry many nations of the sons of' 
Chilod or Gelod/ and marched the whole to the fieJd of 
battle. 

In addition to the troops thus assembled, the king of the his eJapire. 

Assyrians sent to flU that dwelt in Persia, and westW1lrd ill 
Cilicia, Damascus, Libanus\ and Anti.Libanus, as well as on the 
sea-eoast; also in Carmel, Galaad (Gilead), Esdraeloo. Sa
maria, J ernsalero, Betane, Chellus, Kadcs, Taphnes, Ramesse, 
and all the land of Gezen (Goscu), together with Tanis, and 

I H~., lib. I., cap. xcviii., 1cil. 
t Royal Geographical Journal, vol. X., pp. 126, 127 . 
• 'I'be Hydaspes is evidently a mistake, probably in transcribing tile Hedyp~ 

BUI. The latter it I\lPft05W (lIE'e above, vol. I., p. 205) to be repl'tHllt.ed. 
by the eutern ann of Ule riv~r Ki.run; and AS it fIow& along the northern 
bonier of Elym.aifl, thyext province mentioned iu Judith, itl geogm.pllical 
POSitiOD coincide! • 

• Judith, cbap. I., v. 6, and Tobit, chap. I., v. 14. Now the di.triet of 
Mib-8abadan, dNCrihed under the name of Mueabatice by Strabo, pp 524, 
'1'26, aa wtefoletalng brtween SuMa!la and thl'! districts around Mount Zagros; 
abo II the Sambaue of Ptolemy, lib. VI., cap. i. See 'Vol. IX., p. 47, of 
Ro;rd Goognpbl,", l •• mal. 

I Su.ppoAed to be p&rt or the At'abt, probably of the Palmyreae district, 
&ltd others boniering upon 8ym. 

L2 
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Memphis, and the inhabitants of Egypt, as far as the borders 
Qf Ethiopia. But as many of these nations were very remote, 
they made light of his commands, and sent his ambassadors 
away in disgrace; I from which it may be inferred that his 
power to command them was mere1y nominal. 

This took place in the seventeenth year of his reign, and the 
preparatiolls of Nabuchodonosor had occupied more than four
years previously to taking the field. Being victorious in his 
enterprise over the horsemen, chariots, and ci~i~s, he took the 
towers of Eehamna; and Arphaxad being slain with darts in 
the mountains of Ragau (the Rhagcs of Alexander),3 the ('on~ 

queror returned to Nineveh, where he took bis ease, banquet~ 
jng with all hjs aJ'll.lY for the space of ]20 days, as Abasuerus 
(Artaxerxes Longimanus) did at a later period.4 

The preceding account perfectly agrees with that given by 
Herodotus of l'hraortcs, the son of Dcjoces, who was doubtless 
the same monarch, and who, not being content with Media, 
proceeded from conquest to conquest, till he undertook an ex
pedition against the :\.ssyrians of N meveh, in which he perished 
with the greatest part of his arrny.~ It is, besides, a remark· 
able corroboration that the defection of the allies of the Assy~ 
rians is also stated by Herodotus, who adds, as Judith does, 
that they were still powcrful. t 

The defection of the western states led to the invasion oj 
Judea by the Assyrians: of' this there is not any account, 
excepting that wl,ich ib given iu the book of Judith; this book, 
therefore, supplies some important links in profane as well as hI 
sacred history. 

During this time of continued festivity, and in remembranCE. 
of his oath to be avenged upon the people of the provinces 
westward of Assyria, also with the purpose of bringing, as he 
said, the whale world under his dominion, Holofernes. the 

I Judith, chap. I., v. 7-12. • Judith, chap. I., v. 14. 
~ Repreeellted by the remarkable ruins of ~l'eh Erig neat Vedm.iD, .... 

",rd. of thOle of Rei,1UId aleo of tho city of Teher&u. VoL x., p. lal tI 
Royal GiIograpbical Jouma.l • 

• x.ther. Wp. t. • Lib. I" eap. cil. 
• Herod., ibid. 
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general of his armies, 1 was called into his presenct'; when the AnD'J fit 

great king, OT, as he is also called, the h lord of all the earth, ,!i ~oloIbeI. 
proceeded to give him detailed instructions to move with 
120,000 men and 12,000 hors~men, or mounted Median 
~l'chers, against the disobedient people in the western country. 
at the same time commanding this people to send him earth 
and water, such having been at all times the tokens of sub-
mission in the cast. 

The accou~, of the succeeding operations, as given in the 
book of Judith, has a great interest for the military historian, 
since it shows that the Assyrian forces were regularly divided 
into horse and foot, with a proportion of officers, the whole 
systematically organized according to their several grades, from 
the gcneral-in-chiefto the followers of thc camp. This organiza-
tion not ouly secured the due perfonnance of all the executive Or:tniA~ 
duties and detailR, but was also the means of overcoming the c!:u... AIs)"rwl 

greatcst of all difficulties cxperiellecd by large armies, that of 
providing the supplies. By all efficient commissariat, provi-
sions of all kinds wcre prcpared and transported for the con-
sumption of this "ast force throughout its lengthclled march. 

The details in thc book of Judith are so precise, that they 
may be considered as constituting an answer to the objections 
which haye been made to the marches of the eastern armies in 
ancient times, on account of the supposed difficulty of providing 
the necessary supplies. This difficulty has been thought insur
mountable, though the c8mpaiglls of Darius, Xerxes, and others 
seem to establish the fact that it was overcome. 

We are told that Holoferncs went frem the presence of his 5appliflfor 

lord, and called together the governors, captains, aod. officers of\betaJIlpaip. 
the army of Assur; when, having arranged them, as a great 
army is ordered for war,' he took camels and asses for their 
carriages, a very great number, also sheep, oxen, and goats, 

I Supposed to be derived from the Persian" Aula Phameese;' as ex
plained by CoiL D' Aroy, R A., and we fiod the name of Artapheroe& amougst 
the ~ of J.l&riUl . 

• The ao"tfJl'8igu of Penia .till receives the lithl of Shah"in-Shah (If l'rin. 
~ relating f.O Afghanistan: Parl.l.tmeollll} Paper., pp. 78, 
134,1 ... 

• Judith, claap. 11., v. 14. 16. II 
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without Dumber, for their provision, and plenty of victuals for 
o,very man in the army. He then prepared depots to receive 
the corn, to be collected out of aU Syria, for his passage; also 
gold and silYer he took out of the king's bouse in great abund· 
anee. Tftcn went forth he, anri all the army, with the chariots 
and horsemen and drchers, who conrcd the face of the eartH 
like locusts.! , 

The march from Nineveh is particularly detailed, and the 
geography of the successive countries so faithfull¥ 'followed, that 
f'V{'ll jf the hook itself be apocrypha~ it must have been from 
the pen of SaIne indiliduai, who was weU acquainted with the 
whole of the coulltries lying betwt'ru the Tigris and the riv('r 
of' Egypt ; tIll: deta ils arc thus given : ~ "And there joined 
1Hlto him [llolofernes] all that dwdled upon the mountains, 
and those that dwelled by the Euphrates, Tigris. Hydaspcs 
(HCtlypllUS), and the fi r ld of Arioch, that was the king of the 
E limees [EXtI,ualc,n] ; and many people of the nation of' Gc10d 
joined their armies with him, " S eVen a~ far as J C'rusalem and 
Bethaven, and Chellus and GarlC's nnd the flood of Egypt. So 
when they were past Niucveh three days' journey, they came 
unto the plain of Bectoleth,' at the mOlllltain Arge or Arg;cus 
(Arjlsh Tagh), which standeth 011 the left hand of the Upper 
Cilicia. And, it may here be mentioned that as the mountain 
in question lies to the north or left hand, and not far from the 
borders of U ppcr Ci1icia, the most convenient route thither 
from Nineveh would be alollg the vaHey of the Tigris, and 
onward aloHg the plain of Malatfyah to the Halys at the 
A'yanlik of I:Iaj{ Bektash..' Holofcrnes subsequently moved 
his tents fNm Bectolcth, and Jed his army, as well horsemen.as 
footmen, with their chariot.", into the mountains; and invading 
their castles and winning their holds, he broke wto the famous 

1 .Judith, chap. II., v. 20. 
t In Day's blaek~letter Apocrypha, published in 1649. 
t Judith, chap. J., v. 6, 7 . 
• Or opposite t, the plain or llictoJeth, aeeordiog to the Greek A..pot-.",.~ 

p&.. Antwerp, 1566. '" 
• .A. this place is but a little way from the IDountai. in queetioo. u« tt6t 

di~fut from the ancient Mar.aca, it it therefore probable that thit clty,.-q 
repreteDt MolopoJ8, and that thp. plain n~tUk iI that o(Bectoletit. 
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city Molopuso He destroyed Phud and Lud, and spoiled all 
the people of Rasses Rnd Ismael, who dwelt toward tile desert 
at the south side of Challeorus.' And then passiug on:; Ciliciaand 

EuphrateD, he weut by Mesopotamia aod all the noble cities DamSbCllf, 

that stood by the river Arbooai,r and he destroyed tht:m even 
t() the sea-side, and subdued the coasts of Cilicia, and slew all 
that withstood him. And he ealllr unto the borders of 
Japbeth, that lie against Aluster and Arabia. and he went 
through all the 90untry of the Medians,3 aud set their tents on 
fire, and burned thl'ir houses; aHd thell came he down iuto the 
fields of Damascus, ill harvest, B.lld !:>et Oil fire ull their lands, 
vines, and trees, aud burnt their flocks and cattle, aHo. spoiled 
their cities amI fit'Jds, lIud killed all their youth wilh the edge 
of the sword. 

Nabuchodonosor. 4 passing through Syria, Sohal. and Ala-:.o I~~ coast of 

pamea, M!'sopotamia and Idumea, callIe in sight of Asdrelon.' ~yrlll .. 
nigh unto Dorats,' which is agaill<;t the strait p<u>!:>age of Jewry; 
and pitching his tcuts between GaLa 7 <inc! Scython-Polim, $ he 
tarried there tlmt month, \\ hilst he gathered together all the 
vessels that belonged to his arwy. 

The death of Bolofernes duriug the siege of Bethuliah. t ter- Death of 

° d h O k bl ° ° d b t 6 -6 Holok_ mmate t IS rt:lllar a e campaign, as lS suppose a OU ;) B,C. 
Eight years later, G48 B.c., Chinilidanus, or Chuniladanus/o also 
called Saracus, 11 succeeded to the dominion over thl;' vast pos-
sessions of Nabuchodonosor ; and lie had the seat of his go\crn-
JDelit ill Nine\'ch. Belllg of an effcminate dispPSition, the 
power entrustcd to him was not long recognised, especially by 
the Babylonians and Medes; the latu'r r('voltcd about 663 AC., n~'\"olt of \be 

and Cyaxares, properly Kci Axare8., whu succeeded his father Medea. 

I Perhaps Chaicis, in the desert of Alepl)O' 
• No doubt the Me&OpotamialL Khabur. 
• Probably IJO ceIt.d 811 being the recent conquesta of Dcjoce.s and Pbraortes. 
• Supplementary pueage in black-letter ..a,plcf)'pba. 
I Ea~ ........ -Eedraeloll. 
, Atmu«t, the leAd of dates or t!;ifl:s. Antwerp Apocrypha. 
, ra,s,,-GI&b&.W 
• 1'be city of the Seytbiaul. 
'.1otapata or Salet. See Vol. I., p. 479. 
It em,'. ~ent Frt.pnenu, 1Pfl. 80, 83. 
" Prideaux', Coruae:r.ion, \'0J. I., p. 40. 



ortbt Scy" 
thiA"'-

1~2 INROAD OF TIlE SCYTHIANS. [CHAP, V~ 

Phraortes, not only recoyered what had been lost by the defeat 
or his father, but drove the Assyrians within the walls of 
Nineveh. 

About the twdfth year of his reign a formidable inroad into 
Assyria took place, kd by Madyas.! A swarm of Scythians 
from Central Asia passl·d the Caucasus in search of a richer 
country ",ith a milder climate. and hu"illg penetrated, probably 
by die route of D crhcnd, into M edia~ they defeated Cyaxares 
in a bloody contest, overran that kingdom. ,and established 
themselves ill the regions of Colchis. Having no other enemy 
to contend with, the Scythians extended thE'ir conquests to 
Syria, and even to the horders of' E~ypt. Irolll whence, owing 
to the judicious cntreatJes and presents made to them, they re-
turned through the land of the Philistines. 'Van:>, however, 
appear to haH bcC!: carried on with , 'arioll5 degrees of success 
durmg a period of'twenty-eight yC'ars ~ against both the Medcs 
and the Assyrians ~ '" ithin th<\t time, RUch a dHision of 
interests was created a<: led to the downfal of the Assyrian 
empire; and the two collatcral empirl's of the MedE's and Per· 
sians rose upon its ruin". 

C,.an~. The importance of Media among the ancient nations had 
reconn h,.. d h h' 'od' C h' d ' domlJl.ionB and mcrease very muc at t lS perl ; lor, yaxares avmg eh-

vered his country from the Scythians, hy murdering the STeatest 
part of them at a general feast which was given in every family, 
the Medes regained their freedom, and with it their ancient 
boundary, the HaIys.' A war succeeded with the LydiaoR on 
account of the protection given by the latter to some fugitive 
Seythians; and aner a battle, made remarkable by a tot.al 
eelip:e which terminated the enp:agcment, peace was subse
quently restored by the intervention of LRbynetlls, the king of' 

f __ '" Babylon, and Syennesis, king of Cilicia; which was cemented 
I1baDoe "ith 
... LydWo, by u.. maxriage of Astyage~ son of' Cyaxaxe..,w the daugbter 

of Alyattes, king of Lydia." 
At this period Babylonia was a separate government under 

Nabopolasar, who, having been sent thither" -commander of 
the army of Saracus, took this opportunity or revoltD!g. and 

Herod., Jib. I., CD.p. cill. 
Ibid., ~p, evi, 

• Ibid" cap. c¥'. 
4 Ibid., rap. btdii., bxiv. 
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turning his arms agAinst his 8Overeig~ This indhidual, also 
called Busa1ossorus,· having obtained Amuhean, the daughte~ 
of Astyages, satrap of Media, to be affianced to his son, Nabo~ 
palasal'uB, who is called by Eusebius Nabuehodorosorus,1 and 
being assisted by the Medes, under Cyaxares, marched to sur~ 
prise the city of Nillus or Nineveh. Saraeus, the king, being Sjpge or 
apprised of these proceedings. sent his three SOilS and two Nloeveh. 

daughters, with a great treasure, to Paphlagonia, and being 
reduced to extr.emities by thc joil't attacks of bis traitorous 
enemiec;, which continued upwards I)f two years, he burnt him-
self with his concubinec;, in the royal palace.' N abopolasar 
succeeded to the dominion of'the empire in com;cqucnce of this 
event, and Nincw,h having bccn almost entirely destroyed 
during the late siege, he determined to C'Stablish the seat of 
gov('rument at Babylon: this city, which was soon afterwards &hylon 

surrounded by a strong wall," thus became the capital of the !:;r:.:s the 
Assyrian empire. 

Reverting to another kingdom, it appears that about this ~I'DIIIMku. 
period the attractions of COIllJllf'ree had brokeu down the bar~ rh:~~~ 
rier which had hith~rto excluded foreign vessels from the ports or Egypl. 

of Egypt. For Psammeticus, the reiguing prince, ha"ing ap-
plied himself to the advancement of trade, did not hesitate to 
bring about this great change by admitting foreign vessels in 
future, and r~ceiving with hospitality the strangers who aecom~ 
panied them. 

The gifted Nechus or Pharaoh Necho, his successor, directed Pbaraob 

th "f I" 1 d "d" dNeebows'nl e energtes 0 llS en arge mill to carrymg out on a gran al!aD&htSuelft 

scale the mercantile projrets of his ta.$rr. lIe endeavoured, 
as it were, to cause the isthmus itst'lf tS disappear, by opening 
a communication between his fleets in the Mediterranean sea, 
and those in the Arabian Gulf, by means of a canal. This was 
sufficiently broad for two triremes to sail abreast in passing 
between the Red Sea at !;uez, and the river Nile at the town 
of Bubast.is.' Being warned by.an oracle to leave its compIe-

1 JtulIlIb .. CbroD~ p. 46. 
, 

Eu!eb., Ar. Chron., p. 68 . 

• lbH!. • Jack80n, Ane. Chron., vol. I., p. 342. 

• Eu"" .. Cbroa., 49. 
• H'UOd .• lib. II., ~ ell'iii., oox. 
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tion to a foreigner.' he ~linquished the e:tcavations for a Kill 
~()re remarkable und~rtaking. 

Nechus being determilled to solve the geographical problem 
of the peninsular form of Africa, employed certain Phrenicians 
for this purpose, dt'6patching them with instructions to cir
cumnaV"igatc this cOlJtinent, snd return to Egypt through the 
Pillars of H ercules. III accordance with these commands, the 
fleet prepared for this purpose sailed down the AraLian Gulf. 
aud entering the Indian Ocean, continued to ,coa.~t SOUthW8l'd 

tiI1 the autumn, when the crews landed and sowed some grain; 
and having awaited the harvest, they colltinucd the voyage, 
again putting ashore to sow and reap as they advanced. Af\:.er 
the lapse of two years they reacht>d the Pillars of Herc~les. an4 

1~ cireulDllh' during the third year they re turned to Egypt, and stated, adds 
"pte AJlIca. Herodotus, "what is not credible to me though it may be so to 

others," that in their circuJIlnavigation of Libya they had the 
sun Oil their right hand, that is on thc north.1 

The alleged difficulty of giving credence to the fact thus 
stated, is precisely that which in modem times best confirms ita 
truth, resting as it does upon a change of position dllring the 
latter part of the "oyage, which the marim'rs could not by any 
possibility have imagined. But indep&OdentIy of the confirma
tion thus given, the circumnavigation of Africa a.t the time in 

Pre'Oious question was not so much a fresh voyage of discovery, as the 
!h::::~eorf extension of others which had been already carried along the 
Africa. coasts of this coutillent for the extension of commerce. The 

Pbar.ob 
N .... 

western ooast was already known, whilst tbe previous and more 
difficult .enterprisc' to Ophir must, ill connexion with the 1&00-
trade, ha.ve given 8Ome'kliOwlcdge of the eastern cotIs.t; so that 
only the 80lIthern coasts of Africa, on each side of the oontiueflt, 
were in reality unknown at the time Nechus despatehed his 
fiee~ 

Not satisfied with the well.merited distinetion which he hid 
acquired ill coneequence of the l,esefitB oonferred upoa mAIl'" 

kind, more particularly by the ;reumnavigation of Alii'!'. 

I SPent)' yaPS later it __ l'eltlmed. ",. Dariu$ Hy.tupet, and uJlbf "itt 
I:ompteted by Ptolemy the Second. 'Strabo, lib. XVIL, p. U8'1. 

I HertNI., lib. IV., cap. ~lii.; and Reaael, po '672, etI. 1100. 
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Pharaoh Nacho determined to take adv~tage of the unsettled in"""J~ 
state of the countries beyond the Euphrates, ind marched, at ~ 
the bead of a large army, to Akko (now Ptolemais), in order to 
proceed through Palestine and Gilead to the dominiolls of 
Nabopolasar. Being refused a passage. however, by king 
Josiah, Q battle took place at Megiddo,' in which the king of 
Judah was killed; when a contribution of one hundred talents 
of silver and one of gold was levied upon Jerusalem, and carw 

ried into Egypt.'. Having now secured the intended line of 
march, and made all the necessary preparations, he proceeded 
towards A ssyria. Tbis was in the third year aftcr the battle adTtl~iDto 
of Mcgiddo, and after cros~j!lg the Upper Euphrates he attacked A»,.na. . 
the celebrutcd city of' Carcbclllish. During this operation an 
extensive levolt having taken place in Crele-Syria and Phrenicia, 
two ]lrovinccs wbich had been couquered by Nabopolasar, that 
king determined to punish the ddillquents in these pro\tillccS, 
bltt being himself too far ad\allced ill lite to undertake such a 
campaign, he scnt his 5011, "ho is best knOl\Il as Nebuchad· 
nezzar, then the partner of his throne, with a powerful army 
against the EgyptialJs and revolted Syrians. A complete victory Nebuchlod-

. C . ' d th EleZur dt.f~'b over the f()rmer, at archemlsb, was the consequence; lUI ethcl-4optw ... 

young prince, pUI'SUillg his success, subdued the whole eountry 
to the river Nile, with the exception of' Judea, which was then 
under Jehoiakim. Against this province, however, he speedily 
turned his arms; and J eru<;alem being surrounded, J ehoiakhn ill.-adesJllden., 

saved his capital by promising tribute for the next three years. 
As security for this payment a number of the principal inba~ 
bitants, amongst whom was the prophet E1"kiel, were delivered 
up, together with a portion of the treasures of the temple. and 
carried as hostages to Babylon.J 

On the death of biB father, N ebuchadnezzar returned to the ud rwttl1'11f to 
. ' 1 &h,lcm by caPital; and to thIS event we owe the know edge that two 

dift"erent lines of march were in use at the period in question 

'lIagOolWl; Herod.~lib.lI.,car. db;. Cory'.A.ooientFragments, p.l,s7 . 
• 2 lUnge. chap. UIn., l' 19-5a; 2 ChrOR., chap. XXXV1., v. H i 

~ ~th Herod ., lib. n., cap. ebL 
I Jot., lib.. X., (Wjl. .t. j 2 Xi8fll, chap. XXIV., 't. 1; 2 Cht'OD, cl.ap.. 

XXXVI., v. 6. 
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Ihl! nnzkof between Babylon and Jerusalem. The king, as we are told by 
ilie IkIUt, • 

Berossus, gave orders that the part of the forces which wore 
heavy armour, together with the captives and the baggage, 
should proceed leisurely to Babylonia, no doubt through the 
populous countries in the line of Syria; whilst he, with a few 
of his attendants, returned hom{' by crossing the desert direct 
to Babylon. When he arrived there he found that his affairs 
had been faithfully conducted by the Chaldeans, the principal 
perSOll among them having preserved the kingdom for him; 

Ntbuchad· and he accordingly obtained possession of all his father's domi
ntna, UI'lfnda' . I .., 
the ,hr<me. lUons .... It lOut OppoSItion. 

The tranquillity of' Jerusalem, which had thus becu purchased 
at thc expcnse of its trenl'urc, I'ontinllcd undi!:!tnrhed ,during the 
three first years of the capti\ ity. N ebuchaduezzar had at this 
time become a mediator between the Mcd('s and the Lyrlians j 
and having united with the soH'reign of the former people he 
proceeded to besiege Nincvch/ which wa:. then occupied by the 
Lydians 

Jehoiakim seized this opportunity to rid himself of the tribute 
imposed upon him, by }'ebelling, probably trusting to as.,>isiance 

Slegea".d from Egypt. Nebuchadnezzar however, continued his op<'ra
~i~~~ 01 tions against Nineveh till he had d('populated. the city and laid 

it in ruins; thus accolllJllishillg all that the prophets had pre
dicted concerning it.' After this,4 having also in the mean 
time established his authority over the dominions of Nabopo-

Nebu~had. Iasar. he marched westward to punish his rebellious satraps in 
hd:~ ,:::dea that direction. In this expedition, he took the whole lille of' 

country from the river EuphratE:s with all that appertaintd to 

, Cory's Ancient FragmenUi, p. a2<J; from Synce!. Cbron., 220; EullEh. 
Pnep Evan., lib. IX. 

, Nahum, chap. II. 
I Ibid., I1l8o chap. In . 
• There ill a difference of three years at this period among the COUIme..

tatof'S; wl,icb may be n.ceounted for by the circumstaEfe that Nebucliadnez
ta:r, who was engaged with more .eighty matters, bat len the lubjopd6a 
ofPltleetine to tbe neighbouring tribea j the Cbaldeane, Syrians, M:6ahltet. 
and Ammonitet, 2 1Oogs, chap. XXIV., v. 2. Thf'M ravaged the c8dUT 
from 602 to 599 II.C., and shut up Jehoiaklm In the city, probibly tlfll$!l:r 
the time 0' Nebuch.dneua1"'~ retum to the weltern prcmoeet. 
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the king of Egypt, including Jerusalem itself, \ which was in alli~ 
ance with the latter kiub"<lom at that time.! J El!.oiakilll having 
been killed and thrown before the walls,3 the money of the royal ~rriel ~po;1 
treasury, with the golden and other vessels ofthe temple of Solo- B:.t>i!~'f'ftI to 

roOD, were taken away and placed in the temple of Babylon; 4 
3023 J Elft'8 were at the same time conveyed as captives to that city. 

Jehoiachin, also called Jechoniah, and in contempt Coniah, 
succeeded his father at eighteen ycars of age. The peace of 
the city was not, however, of long continuance, for after the 
short interval of' three mouths, N ebuchadllezzar returned to Seeolld .;~ge 
b · . d kJI·h· ·hl· h dl· hlofJel'UAl"m. eSlcge It, an too· C IOI3.C In, Wit llS mot er all ns woe and 

court, and all tho treasure of the house of the Lord and the 
king's house, and carried away aU the 11rinces, the mighty men 
of valour; even 8,000 captives, and all the craftsmen and 
smiths, together with th(' mighty of the land, to Babyloll.& A 
portion of these wa~ planted on the riHr Chehar, and amongst 
them was Ezekiel, whom we find proph..ecyiug in the land of the 
Chaldcalls, on the ballks of that stream.6 Farther ill the in~ (ul'tbfl'e!I~ 

. M J . d·' P B . tl'llty of the terlOr were or eeal au Ol..llcrs j Jar, 3') cr06SUS expresses It, Jewi. 

I< he distributed the captive'S in colonies in the mo<;t proper 
places of Babylonia," 7 

011 his return from this campaign, Nehuehadllezzar devoted EmbeJli,I,· 
his attention for some years to the embellishment aud enlarge~ B.~;I~~I. 
ment of Babylon; but in this occupation he was interrupted by a 
hostile confederacy of thc kings of Ammon, Moab, Edom, Tyro, 
and Sidon. Into this conspiracy, notwithstanding the warnings 
of' Jeremiah 8 and Ezekiel,~ Zedekiah, once Mattalliah, then king 

, 2 KillgJI, chap. XXIV., v. 7. ~ Ibid., c\ ap. XXllI., v. 33, 34. 
• Jos., lib. X., eap. VI. 

• 2 ehron., chap 36, v. 6, 7. and Jcr., ohap. LIT., 18th,and follO\viugverSt'!l. 
• 2 Kings, chap. XXIV., v. 15. 16. 
• Ezekiel, chap I., v. 3. 
: Cory'. Ancient Fragmenta from Bero.wus, p 89, and Srnce1. Chron., 

p.220. 
~ Where are nos, your propheh who prophel!ied unto you, saying the ' 

ki.ng of '&byloD MIll not oome a,pm&t you, nor agailUlt this land? Chap. 
XXXVII., Y. 19. 

, Ezekiel pve a very retnarkable but enigmatical warning of the fate of 
Zedeki.&, by predicting that he thould be ~arried to Be.byJlJu, laud ret that 
be .bould not _ It, thaugb ~ ehould die there. Chap. XII .. v. 18. 
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Re~1Ii1'>l1 ot of J udab, had entered, hoping that with the powerful aesistance 
Zed~kl.lb of bis ally, Phafaoh Hophra, king of Egypt, I he might be able 

to throw off'the Chaldean yoke, and release the Jewish captives, 
who Wet'E" then looking for a speedy return from Assyria as wen 
as Babylonia, to their native land. 

On the Dews of Zedekiah's rebellion, the Babylonian monarch 
anticipated the promised succour of the Egyptians, by making 
a hasty march and surrounding Jerusa1£'m.' Having thus in~ 

Nebucnad. terposed his forces between those of Zedekiah and the Egyp
~::~::,.ep tians, he marched to meet the latter during their advance. On 

this 1Do"emen~ being made, the Egyptians hastily retreated into 
their own country, without even hclZarding a battle in support 
of their allies, a1ld N ebuchadnezzar being thus at hberty, began 
the siege of the city in form, that is, by building forts ronnd 
about it! After a siege of ei~ht<-en months ~ l'L famine pre
\"ailed, and all the men of war fled hy night, by th(' way of the 
gate, between the two w~ls. The Chaldcans pursued the king, 
and having overtaken him in the plains ot' .Jerlcho they carried 
him to Uiblah,4 where his som; were put to d~ath in his pre
sence by order of N cbucharillczzar. After this, Zedekiah's own 
eyes having been put out, he was It'd in fetters of hrac;s to 
Babylon/ where he died, without, as had been predicted, having 
seen the splendour of the city, now adorned with Jewish spoils, 
including the magnificent vC'iSels of Solomon's temple,. which 
are supposed to have furnished the materials for the golden 
eolossus Oil the plain of Dura. 

and adorn, hi, These had heen carried thither by Nebuzar-adan, the oom
::~I:'lb mander of the Royal Babylonian Life Guards, who not only 

set fire to the temple as well as to the palaces, but destroyed 
all the defences of the city,' leaving merely some of the poorest 

I Jerem, chap 3'7"., v. 2- 7; and chap. XVII., v. 8. 
• JOIElpb., lib. x.., cap. viii. 
• Jerem., chap. XXXVII., 'I' 7. 
, 2 Kinge, chap. XXV., •• I. ~, 
• i.~. from the IOtb lIlunth of 590 •. c. to the 4tb malt 9th day of 68BJ 

Jerem., cbap. XXXIX., v. 1, 2. 
• A pro"inee of Hamath. 1 2 Kinga, chap. XXV., •. 1. 
• Ibld., 'Y. 13-17; 2 Olmm, chap. XXXVI., .... Itt 
• 2 Kins-, chap. XXV., •. 8, 9,10. 
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of the iuhabitants as vine-dressers and husbandmen 1 in Judellt 
under the government of Gedali~ a Hebrtw, the 80n of 
Ahikam" 

The rebellion of Ismael, and the murder of Gedaliah, caused DeIItruetlQ1l. or 
the return of Ncbuzar~adaD, who entir~ly deprived Judea of~:,~~I:,.:.d 
its remaining inhabitants j and as these were not immediately ulfll.l.. 

replaced by others, the country continued for a time uninhabited, 
wasted, and desolate:- Such was the melancholy tMrmination 
pf the Israelitish monarchy, after it had stood about 468 years 
from the commencement of David's reign. 

The second year after the destruction of Jerusalem, N ebu~ T"n: b6ieged 

chadnczzar once more crossed the }~uphrates, to make war on ~~=.b" 
the western nations, and laid siege to Tyre: this siege or D_r. 

rather blockade continued for a period of thirteen years, when 
the city surrendered, but not until it had been deserted by its 
inhabitants.' 

During this protracted siege, detacpcd parties were sent by 
N ebuchadnczzar in different directions to rt.--ducc the Sidonians, 
the MoaLites, and the Ammonites; and to revenge the death 
of Gedaliah. Nebuzar-adan, aiithis time, carried 745 captives 
from Judea, which completed the desolation of the land.~ 

Shortly after Tyre had fallen, Nehuchadnezzar took advan- NebDebad-. 

tage of the intestine disturbances caused by the rival claims of:eu;:r:;;
Apius and Amasis, to invade Egypt, and having mastered the ~)~~UIO 
whole country, and slain great numbers of the natives, be en-
riched himself' and his army with the spoils of that kingdom: 
on this occasion he transferred numbers of Egyptians, as he bad 
before done J ews, Phamicians, and Syrians, to his territory 
bey'.Qlld the Euphratcs.& 

The spoils obtained iu thl..'SC expeditions were employed. by 

, 2 Kings, chap. xxv., vel'. 12 j aleo Jerem., chap. XXXIX • v. 10. 
I 2 Kings, chap. XXV., vel'. 22. 
• Deut., chap. XXVllI, v. 21 j 3"erem., 'Cbap. XLrv., 1'. 2. 
• Ezek., c~ XXVI., v. 2,7. This city \la, onw!aLen for the linrt: 

time, aftSl' a glori8bl reeW:anQtl. against we of the gYftwt .... arn.on of 
&IlCieDL times. 

, Jenrm .. chap. LII., v. 80. 
• JQlep8ut, Ooot.~, JIb. I., cap. 19; Syooel. Cln"on.. mlOl Euetb. 

Pnap. FMn.., 1. 9, .. 41. 
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N cbuchadnezzar in augmenting the splendour of his capital,. 
and in adorlliup; its tem*"es, particularly that of ReIns, in a 
sumptuous manner.' The same king also rebuilt the old city~ 
and added another to it on the outside, surrounding each of 
them with three walls, as defences against allY subsequent 
attempt to brsit'gc Babylon, and effect an entrance into it by 
diverting the river. Some of these walls were built of burnt 
brick and "'bitllmcn, and some of urirk dtlly. When the king 
hl\,rl thns fortified thE' city, and had magnificently adorned the 
gatt!s, be added another palace to those in which his forefathers 
had dwelt: tbis structure adjoined the others, but exceeded 
them in height aud splendour, and round it he formcd what 
hM been called a l'elJ~il(' paradise, or hanging garden. This, 
which was colllpoBed of high terraces, and supported on stone 
pillars, was macic to rCf;clllhle a mountainous tract of eouptry, 
nnd was so arrallged in order to gratify his queen, who had 
becn hrought up iu Media, and wa." ff)lld OfSll<:h scenery.' 

The im}lroYcmclIts (J1'the capital were not, however, the only 
undertakings of N ebuchadnt!:tzar; thr grcat work of the Nahr~ 
Malka canal, and aile }lortion of the cxtensivc Nahrawan, east~ 
ward of the Tigris/ arc attributed to this monarch. 

The objt!ct of the former was to open a l'ommuni('atioll for 
vessels between the rivcrs Euphrates and Tigris. It is also 
believed that the l)allacopas wa.<; cut by him, to carry the inun~ 
dation of the former river intp a lake, 1200 stadia, or about 
120 miles in cir<:umfercllcc, from wbich were to be sent out 
numerous small channcls, for the purpose of'irrigating and fer· 
tilizing this part of Babylonia. 

Eusebius relates, from a Chaldean tradition, that afier'the 
completion of all his works, Nebuchadnt'zzar prophesied, from 
the roof of his palace, the conquest of the city by the Medes 
and Persians, and then expired} This tradition is probably a 
variation of the account given in the Scriptures~ of the temporary 

• Jos., Cont. Apion, lib. I., cap. xis:. 
, Ibid., and Sync:el. ebron., 221 ; and Eueeb., Pnep. Eve., lib. Ix." ... 

-'I, {rom Abydl'oU8. 
I See voJ. 1., pp. 28, 30. • Euseb., Pnep. EvaD., lib. IX •• ~ .1~ 
• Daniel, cha.p. IV., v. 88 .. 
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insanity with which this great monarch, when at the summit OfTetllpo~ 
prosperity, was afflicted: the circumstances there mentioned, ku::.1

1;J Ill. 

mar indicate either that the king, under the influence of his 
malady, imagined himself to be transformed into an ox, and 
wandered aoout the country, ot simply that he withdrew from 
his palace and dwelt in retirement, confining himself to a veg~ 
table diet till his reason returned. The former opinion is not 
improbable, since a person labouring under any kind of mental 
aberration is honoured in the East, and IS allowed to follow un~ 
interruptedly the' tendency of his own will. 

On the recovery of his reason he resumed his throne, but it 
is not known how long afterwards he occupied it. Unfortu-
nately we have only a mere outline of the reign of this monarch. 
who, from the importance of his military expeditions, his en~ 
couragemellt of commerce, and the splendour with which he 
adorned his capital, was evidently one of the greatest princes of 
antiquity. Vestiges of his canals remain, and his trade to ComlilefOe" 
Chma is known historically; but as yet no work has reacbed ~~~~:-J:. 
us detailmg the links which connected the interIOr and exterIor bucbadoezar. 

commerce of this great empire.1 

EI Voradam, the E"il~ Merodach of Mcgasthenes, Evil~ Enl-Mero

maradach of Bcrossus, and the Iloarudun of Ptolemy, who bad =~'~:d 
assumed the goverllUient durmg the ino;anity of his father,1 suc-
ceeded to the throne Oll hiS death; but having proved himself 
both unworthy and tyrannical, he was assassinated in the follow- death ,by. 

ing year, after exhibiting one, and perhaps only one, trait of-Illation. 
generosity, in releasing the unfortunate J ehoiachin, king of 
Judah, after a captivity of thirty-seven ypars. 

During his short reign Evil-Merodach laid the fuundation of 
that aoimosity between the Medes and Persians which after
wards occasioned the destruction of the Babylonian empire. It 
appears that during a hunting expedition, th¥ prince, at the 

I In &bCIient timlll there "as a trade with China from the port. of Sur and 
Kitbat in the Persian Gulf; &lI wand half .".y. called Kolah (poMibly 
Ceylon), being at ODe period tbe entrepat for that trade: Arabic MS. 7608, 
in the British ),f1lleWl'l, ('ompUed 'lith MuUdl'. Historical Encyci.opI!dia, 
p. 32'. tnDOI&tod t,. Aloy. 8pm>"". M.D . 

• Jerome, Commeat. on JerelD., chap. Lll,. Y. 31, and Calmet'. Dictlon~ 
I.rJ ot&he Bi1le--ltvil-1Jlerodaeh. 

'lot. u. M 
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RltI' ot bOlIi· head of some Bt.bylonians, ranged thrpugh a paR of the adj9in
~h:~~':~:, ing kingdom of Media, when Asty~ the king of that country, 
:&hyIOllIIUlS. accompanied hy his wll-iu-Inw Cyrus, hastily~mbled some 

troops., and hal ing put the fo llo~rs of Evil·Meroda.ch to the 
rout, he pursued them to tbeir'Jwn border with considerable 
slaughter. 

Neri.£;..r Nerigli~ar or Nt'Slisarus,1 the Ncrigli~rus of JOfilephus,' 
::-: ~~I_ son-in-law of N cuu(·hadnczzar, took this opportunity of murder
~;~ .. ~ ing his brother-in-law E"il-Meroda.ch, aud ~ucceeded him as 

king of' Babylon. 
In order to S('cnre the thronc thus usurped, and restrain the 

groVtring pow(>r of the M fi'des and Pt'rsi:1Il", at a period ",hen 
the energies of the youthful Cyrus ,\ cr(' hegiuuing to disI,lay 
therusd\'c'i, N t'ngJis~ r proct·(,ded to conect the forc(,s of the 
se\-'eral satrapics of Lydia, Phrygia, ('aria, CaPP<'ldocia, PRph
lagonia. Ciiicia, &c. : II(' t'Vlll &ent cnvo)'~ to the king .. of lndI3.' 

C,IoUI'ft.- in order to obtain assi"l:l lIt·t· from theln. <":ya'\arco;;, with th(> 
~.:J'.2"&eI assistancc of Cyru", had succc<·dcd hi'! fathlf A styagcs on the 

throuc (,f Mcclia, aud wIth th( vit·w of ('ouli tcrsrtmg the warlikt· 
prcparabolls of the b.ing of llahylonia, 11(' called his nf' phe .. out 
of l'crsia wIth a body of 30,000 mell, appoin tlllg him ('om-

cttw taks mallder~iu-chicf of ulllJi .. fOf('('!) Aftt:r three years €mploj'ed 
tbe I1tld 

in extensive preparation&, Neriglis.o,ar the lhbylonian, assisted 
by a body of Arabians, together with the other forces, including 
the Lydians, ullder the commalld of tht· well-known Crresus, 
advanced tn eneounu'r the Mcdrs and P ersians under Cyrus. 
The latter, Oll bis side, was assisted by a body of Armenians, 
who had already f>ubdued that portion of the kingdom of Ba~ 
byIon whie.':l was next to thdr country. Previous to the WDl

menccmclIt of hostilities, it is said that an embassy ani-'d nom 
India to inquire into the grounds and causes ofthew&r, offering 
mediation if it rpight be &ecepted, and threatening at the same 
time to join that party which appeared to have justice on its 

....... ". oide'i' this was probably • con_fie""" of the misiou ;n" .... - -, ~ 
doL melltioned as baviug been sent to Iodia by Nerigliaur. ".. 

10 the coot<st which followed, Cyr .. goioed • """pili. 
\ Euaeb., Obrott. Arm., pp. 41, -ii. . 
• Conn. Ap., lib. I., ~ n. i :&.b., Prap .... ~ llb.lX. 
• CyropIedia, lib. I. ... lbkI_ D. 36. 
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vIctory over N eriglissar, who was slain;1 and the Babylonian Defeat of the 

camp, together with an the baggage, and many captives, were :::Yi;.d:~ 
taken next day, fter much slaughter. &0. 

N eriglissar was succeeded by his son Laborosoarchodus, whose 
cruelty and oppression caused the revolt of two of his provinces, 
and an invasion of Babylonia by Cyrus; the latter, however, 
returned into Media, being unable to induce his enemies to quit 
the impregnable walls of the city. 

The Babyloniap. monarch being thus freed from immediate Cyrus returns 

d h · 11 h' .. . . d h from Babylon anger, gave t e rem to a IS VICIOUS propensIties, an t at 
to such an eJrtent, that his irritated suhjects I conspired, and put 
him to death by torture.2 After his decease, the conspirators 
assembled, and by common consent placed the crown upon the Acce&sion of 

head of Nabonnedus,s one of the leaders of the insurrection .• !a~~::!~~I'. 
This was the Belshazzar of Scripture, being the son of' Evil .. 
Merod ch, by Nitocris, a very politic, active, and resolute 
woman, who in reality governed the empire. Whilst the dissi~ 
pated and thoughtless grandson of' the warlike N ebuchadnezzar 
rioted in intemperance, and indulged his grossest appetites, his Works of 

mother had completed the great works commenced by that con- Nitocris. 

queror, and perfected the defences of the capital, more espeoially 
the walls which defended the banks of the river, and which w ~ • 
curiously built with burnt bricks and bitumen.~ The tunnel 
also is supposed to have been her work; and as a farther means 
of preserving the capital of an empire, then tottering to its very 
foundation, Nitocris laid in a sufficient store of provision to Supplies col-

supply the. inhabita?ts for many years.6 
• But t~e peri?d :was ~~~~:~. 

now fast approachmg when the propheClrs agamst thIS rICh, . 
voluptuous, and idolatrous city,' were about to be accomplished; 
and the instrument hosen to "subdue nations and loose the 

I Euseb., Pl'IIlP. Evan., lib. X. 
, Joseph., Contr. Apion, lib. 1., cap. xx.; Euseb., Pnep. Evan., lib. IX. 
• Nabonnidich of Ptolemy; the Labynetus of Herodotus, lib. I., cap. 

clxxxviii. 
• Cory', Ancient Fragments, p. 41. 
& Ibid. 
• Herod., lib. I., cap. cxc. 
7 The glory of klagdOWl, and the beauty or th phaldee'e excellency, 

Isaiah, ohq. XIII .• v. 19. . 
M 2 
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loins of kings"! was already advancing against it from Sardis, 
accompanied by the Armenian king, Tigranes, with his fOreeL 

It was during this march that the wild feat was performed of 
punishing the river Gyndcs for disrespect to the Persian prince. 
In consequence of' one of the sacred white horses having been 
.drowned in attempting to swim across this stream, Cyrus declared 
that he would make it fordable, without wetting the knees of 
those who were passing. Accordingly, his whole army having 
halted, and his operations against Babylon havilJg been suspended 
for this purpose, he dug 360 channels, and diverted the body 
of the river into them. This was, however, an operation of no 
very great difficulty, in such a countr)' as that through which 
the Diyalah passes ill the latter pnrt of its course, espeeially as 
a whole army of men, accustomed to the management of water, 
was employed upon it for the remainder of the season. It 

FormfTO(Iline appears, that at one time the Diyalah did 110t disembogu'e itself 
ortb(oD,yalab.. h T' , b ' 'd I' ft ' 

~llihuz:ar i, 
defeated, and 
takes refuge 
wlthon the 
,ails or 
lJabylon. 

Bloebde of 
Bab,JOD. 

mto t e IgrIS, ut Its waters were carrlC , c ne y mane 
channel, ill a south-easterly direction, 'nto the Kerkhah, and the 
change may possibly be the consequence of the canals dug by 
Cyrus on this occasion. 

'''hilst the invaders were delayed by this useless operation, 
Nitocris was occupied in collecting a large army to oppose them, 
awl the enervated monarch, BelshaZ1.ar, drew out these forces, 
hoping to cover and save the capital; hut he experienced a signal 
defeat., and was driven within the walls of Babylon by the vic-
torious Persians. 

Cyrus, having thus become master of the surrounding country, 
immediately commenced what was rather a close blockade tMn 
the regular siege of the city, which previously to that time had 
been deemed impregnable, owing to the I'xtent and peculiar 
strength of its works; on which, in fact, all the skill of their 
architects, and much of the wealth of successive IOvereign8 of 
that great empire, bad been expended. 

In addition to the inner fortifications of the citadel, or ~ 
with its gate. of b, .... the,e was a triple lin. of exterior de
fences, Hanked by lofly towers, which e.ciroled a v¢ city, 
amply furnished with troops. It had, moreover, an enpr_ 

I luh, chap. XLV., v. t. 
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pOpulation, which was abundantly supplied for a long time to 
come, owing to the foresight of Nitocris. Within the walls, 8S~ollla 
is cmtomary with Eastlon cities, it had the advantage of garden~d~re 
and tracts of eultivated ground, I and a wide space between the 
houses and the walls.' Such a city migbt fairly be considered 
to be perfectly secure against any kind of open attack j there-
fore, it was with a firm reliance upon its extraordinary strength, 
that the defenders of llabylon treated the hardy warriors of 
Cyrus with the vtmost scorn. It is said that they derided the 
efforts of the besiegers from the summits of their towers and 
walls! 

The siege continued for more than two years. without the Dllratioa or 
slightest impression having been made all the place, tlotwiili- the ~ 
standing all the perseverance ami valour of the besiegers. At 
that time battering· rams, catapultre, and mines, appear to have . nd mode or 

been Ilnknowil to Cyrus; and thc works which he executed for attack. 

the purpose of reducing the city consi3ted merely of an extensive 
circumvallation, provided with towers constructed of date-trees, 
-and sufficiently cle"atcd to command the v.alls.4 The forces of 
Cyrus were, moreover, inferior to those of the Babylonians, 
while the high walls and towers, with the strong lines of defence, 
appeared to render the city impregnable. In these circumstances 
Cyrus, either of' himself; or in consequence of a hint from one 
of his generals,& determined to adopt one of those daring pro-
jects, by which great commanders are distinguished from ordj-

• • llary captams. 
Having learnt, it is supposed from Gobryas and Gadatcs, Projeet or 

two Ba.bylonian nobles, who, having ber'l ill-treated by their ~:'th~~. 
king, had deserted to the Persian camp, that a great annual 
festival would be held at a particular time within the walls, 
Cyrus determined to take adva.ntage of the circumstance by 
storming the city, at the very instant wht:n he might expect to 
find the whole of its defenders lost in revelry. In order efl'ec- Cyru pn!_ 

tbally to &COODlplish this project, he gradu.dy and silently fb:;:~i~1 
prepared. the means of sQddenly diverting the waters of the tlle&upbr&teI,. 

I QuiD. CU., lib. V' I cap. 1. • Dlod. Sic., Hb. n., cap. flU. 
• d:rroi-dia,1ib. VIL; Quln. Cur., lib. V., cap. 1. 
, Cytoped.ia, lib. VII. ' Herod, lib. 1., cap. exci. 
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EuphrateS from their ordinary channel; thus opening a passage 
.for his troops, along the bed of the river, into th .. very heart of 
the city. 

This gigantic operation was more practicable for the Persians 
than it would have been for a nation less accustoffif'd to the rna;. 
nagcmcnt of water, more varticularly as they had just practised 
nearly a similar operation, by draining the river Diyalah. More-

lWarget tbe oyer, ~hey had the great advantage of finding the work facili
s:~r:=iI~1 tatoo by the existence of a canal cut by SCllli,ramis, and since 

enlarged by Nitocris, for the purpose of cOllveying the over
fiowillgs of the great river into the Chaldean lake. Cyms had:, 
thert·fore, only to f'nlar~e this ~,lnnl sufficiently to receive the 
Whole, instead of a portion of the water'i of the Euphrates, which 
would at once flow into the new channel, without the lIecessity 
of constructing a bund or dyke for this purpose. 

aIId ptllbellthe The plan being matured, Cyrus cOlltinued to push tIle siege 
liege. with incTt!asC'd vigour; and in order t.o occupy the enemy's 

attention more c{fC'ctually OJ] the side of the city, he employed 
his best troops in that quarter, \\ hilst the inferior soldiers, to-
gether with the numerous hordes alwa)s following in the train 
of an Asiatic army, were employed in working out the bed of 
the canal, which was opened at some distance to the north-west 

Facility or 
di'tffUDB 
the river 
EllpbrAN:. 

Clf the city. 
Herodotus does not tell us whether or not a bund was eoD

struc~ as an additional mean'i of diverting the course of the 
river; but this could scarcely have been necessary, for the 
stream in that part of Babylonia is so dull, that a new bed with 
a deeper channel in the proposed direction, and at the most, a 
partial bUfJd projecting at a suitable angle from the lower side 
of the canal, would ha\'e answered the purpose. 

The operation was accomplished after nightfall on 1he 
evening of the festiva~ supposed to be that of Sacca, which, 
according to Berossns, took place in the eleventh month, called 
Laos; when, atiring a period of' five days, it was the CUItom 
that the masters should obey their donle.!ics, one of whom _ 
led round the house, clothed in a royal garmen4 ond him !hey 
call Zogan ... ' 

I A!lcieDt Fragment., p. 43, by J. P. Cory, Flq. 
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Cyrus posted one~half of his army where the Euphrates enten P1,III1(tbe 

tlle city, and the other half at its outlet, the eolumns being ge- acl&cj, a.ud 

nerally guided by the t*o Babylonian nobles just mentioned; 
and the troops having orders to enter the channel from above 
and below at tbe same time. At the appointed hour, the revelry 
being at iu. height, the columns advanced along the bed of the 
ri"fer, in which the water bad been suddenly diminished so as to 
be quite fordable: and as the gates leading from the quays-to the 
river had heen l~ft heedles.qly open.1 they entered the streets.l"_ 
imitating the &houts of the revellers, and wue thus enabled, durrg tho 
unnoticed, to unite at the royal palace itself. The king, sup- reyto ry. 
posing the noise of die aso;ailanto; to be only the clamour of' a 
drunken mob, ordered his guards to open the gates and ascertain 
its cause; on which, his foes rusht:..>u' onwards ""ith resistless 
force, and having kiJIed the guards, forced their way to the 
palace. Belshazzar, with his sword drawn, defended his life for 
some time, but was at length slain, alld Ius attendants shared Death o( 
the same fate. This took place in the month of NO\·cmber, in &lshu.u.r. 
the year 536 D. c., perhaps within one houl" eliter the mysterious 
characters written by a 8upernatural haud Oil the wall had been 
interpreted by Danic1.w 

The main object of the assault hel\ing been accomplished. by HUmazlityor 

the taking of the royal pa1ace and the death of the king, Cy~ ~~r:::I~n, 
in conformity with that humanity WhICh prevailed with him, ,lid 

even during the feverish moment of an assault, immediately 
issued a proclamation, promising life and safety to all who ~might 
come to him and delIver up their arms, at the same time 
threatening death to those who refused to r ccept his proffered 
clemency. This had the desired effect, for the inhabitants soon 
submitted to the conqueror. Cyrus in consequence became 
master of this lllighty capital without further bloodshed. So 
quietly, indeed, 'Was this accomplished, that those who occupied 
the citadel, probably the Mujellibeh, I",rnt only at day-break 
thai the city belonged to Darius the Mede, or .... ther to Cy-
~ ..... ho. "as both ¥ ond latber-in-Ia" to Cyrus; or, to 

I ItdiA, cJ.p. D"V., 9'. I. 
, In tb&t .u,ht ..,. :Be\Ih.,qr, the king of the Chald-. afaiu; aad 

Dad .. the . ...,., ~ t¥ killgdQnt., Duiel, cJa;ap. V., y~ 30, 81. 
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use the expression of Xenophon, ., When that part of the city 
which borders on tIle river was already in possessioo of the 
'enemy, those who dwelt nearer the c('ntre knew nothing of it." 1 

It was in behalf of Cyaxares that Cyrus had undertaken this 
great expedition, and though he had added Babylonia to his 
conquests over Asia, Syria, and Arabia, he still regarded his 
uncle as the head of the empire, being during the remainder of 
his life content to govern as deputy or viceroy at Babylon, as 
he had till then governed the l..ingdoms of Ararat, Minni, and 
Askenaz.' 

I Cyroplalia, lib VII. • Jerem •• chap. Lt., v. 27. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

GLANCE AT THE HISTOltY OF THE MEDD·PERSIAN EMPIRE UNDER 

DARIUS THE MEDE, CYRUS, CAMBYSES, DARIUS HYSTA8PES, 

XERXES, ARTA1'ERXBS, AND DARIUS NOTHUS, FROM 536 B.C. TO 

404 B.C. 

Cyrus the Great visits Pel"liD.-IIi~ AccessiGn and ForCt:!!.-Daniel's autho-
rity. - PreporatioQs for Building the Temple at Jerusalem.-Cyrus· 
Decree. - The Mt.O(ie,8 and l'eNians become one Nation.--Cambyses suc
ceed8.-lnva.~iQn of Egypt and Ethiopia.-lli8 Death.- Smerdis usurps 
the 'fhrone.- IIis Dt-ath.-Stratagcnl Rnd Accession of Darius Hyslaspes.
~bellion in Susiana aud Babylonia.-Darius marchll!l to qupli the latter. 
_Revult and Capture uf Babylon, accordiflg to Hcrodotus.-A l{evolt in 
the Upper Provinces recall" Dariu8.-His authority is establillhed.
Organiutiou of the Empirc.-Pos!.s established.-U..e of Finnao8c-The 
Telople at Jerusalt'ffi Hebllilt.-Voyagtl of ~' .. ylax._ InvMion9 of Scythia 
and Creece.-Zerd-hllSht, or Zoroa~ter, and the IWligioo of the Magi.
Invuiou of Groece.-Battie of Marathun.-Fresh Armaments of Darius.
His Death.-Cham('tcr.-Xerxes' Succe&ion.- In\·as ion of GreN:e.
Contillgt'nts.-March.-Bridge over the Helle.pont.-Thrace.-Tilel'
mopylro.--Salalllis.--Retrea.t into Asiu.-Battles of Platrea and Myca.le. 
- Death of Xen:es.-IJis Character.-Artaxerxl'IJ l.ongimanus. or Aha
lIueru8, 8ucceeds..-Et.ther.-The JewlI.- Recl'ption of TheOlistocie!l at the 
Court of Assyria..-Double Victory of the G reeks 01) the COIU!t of Pam

· pliylia.-P~ce between the Gret!J.:sulld the AssyrianB.-Xerxell Murdered. 
-SogdiallUll and Darius Nothus. 

AFTER the fall of Babylon, about 536 B.C., Cyrus visited his Cyl"Ulaccaa
father and mother in Persia, and from thence he returned ~~ 
through ME:dia, bringing with him as his wife the daughter opW.ttBab11o&. 

Cyaures. with whom as a dowry, he had been promised the 
kingdom of Media. in reversion, after the death of her father. 
Cyaures bimself accom1""'ied the bridal party to Babylon, 
where be died, 4ft.er ha"Ving, in council with bis son-in_-Iaw, 
divided the .... pire into 120 provinces, which were tt be ""~ 
govOf<led by those who had distinguished themselves during tbe = 'JO ...... 



The nbl1!ld· 
log or the 
Templ .. ~ 

170 DRCd! OF cralL&. [CHAP. VIL 

war, the who1e being under the general superintendence of three 
presidents, of whom Daniel was the first:\ a preference, to 
which tbe prophet was well entitled, not only in consequence 
of great wisdom, but also bis long experience; having spent 
about sixty years as prime mimster at Babylon. 

9n ~ustcring his forces, Cyrus found that his army, distri· 
buted over the empire, consisted of 000,000 foot, 120,000 
horse, and 2,000 chariots armed with scythes. 

Daniel did not fail to take ad"antage of, the favourable 
moment, offered by his high position and influence in the 
empire at the time of Cyrus' accession, to press the object most 
at his heart; using for this purpose the powerful argument, 
that 120 years previous to his birth, Cyrus was predestined to 
release the Israelites from their ('aptivity! Accordingly the 
prophpcy, Rpecially naming Cyrus as the shepherd who was to 
perform the pleasure of God, by saying to Jerusalem thou 
&halt be built, and to the 'l\·mpJt> thy foundation shall be laid,' 
being shown to that prince, Daniel's wishes were grautl'd; and 
about NOHmbcr of the same year, being also the seventieth of 
the capti' ity, the d~cree was issued, giving permis&ioll to all the 
Jews who were so disposed to return to Judea; and, to those 
who preferred to remain, perfect liberty to contribute as they 
pleased, gold, silver, and precious stuffs, to assist in building 
and adorning the Temple.· 

In this memorable firman, Cyrus a&serts, "that the God of 
heaven had given him all the kingdoms of the earth, and 
charged him to build a house at Jerusalem which is in Judah,'" 
where (it is added) '" they do sacrifice with continual fire."-

The last part of the sentence seems to allude to u the lamp 
to burn always in the temple,''' which no doubt Cyrus con8i
dered the same 8B tbe fire of the Magians. The doctrines of the 
Jatter,.88 restored by Zoroaster, constituted nearly a pure 

I Dan., chap VI., v. 3 . 
• !sa., chap. XLIV, v. 28, and chap. XLV., v. 1. 
• Ibid, chap ALlY., v. 28. 
, Elra, chap I" v. S, 4, a'/Jll VL, v. 8, 4. 
~id., and chap. l., v, I, 2 .. 

1.1: &fr., T. 6, 24; and Br1lfOn, de Regn. Pen.. 361, a:I6. 
, Esod., chap. XXVII., ..... ~. 
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theism;1 which being apparently the religion of Cyrus, that 
monarch caused the idols of Babylonia to be replaced by th~ 
fire; and that the latter was maintained as a symbol of the FII'e' ..... 

D . d b· f h" 'l' ~ .yn,bol u.o. eity an not as all 0 ~ect 0 wors IP, 18 mamlest Irom a lint an ~bjO« 
remarkable sentence, which was applied to Cyrus and his or1l'onhip. 

paternal grandfather. .. Think not," said Zoroaster, ""t ;9{'Y 
were adorers of fire; for that element was only an e'l~ted 
object, on the lustre of which they fixed their eyes; they 
humbled themsplves a wholc week before God j and if thy un
derstanding be e"er so little exerted, thou must acknowledge 
thy dependence on the B t'ing suprcmt'ly pure.'" 

In accordance with the> (,OIllIlHlUd he had issued, Cyrus notcYfUlSre'llores 
only restored the 5,400 saLred \essels of the Temple of Jeru'~T=;~I'~ 
salem. but also prr'3cribed the size of the building intended to 
recrive thelll; alld evcll directed that the expense of its erection 
should be defrayed from the ro)<'ll trt-'a'3ury."J 

She.''lh·bazzar, the Zcrubbabel or Zorobabel of Scripture, a. de- Zenlhbahel 

seendant of Da\' id, and the gralHlson of J ecolliah, having been r.;e~~:.!~ 
nominated governor of J eru&alem by Cyrus, he prepared to I~d 
his countrymcn homcward; and airer a df<lay of some months 
in assembling the bulk of Judah alld Benjamin, in addition to 
some froru the other tell tribes, and also in making the neces· 
sary preparations for a journey of aoout i20 miles. 42,360 aceompaniod 

. . db· h D b}'''''3110 Jews, With 7,337 ~ervallt<l,~ aC('OlllpalllC 1m across t e esert, Jn~'fl'OOl; 
and reached their native land. This was seventy years from 
the commencement of the captivit).~ 

The limited number thus collected by the first edict, deno
minated by the Hebrew writers, the b. at} or dregs of the 
people,6 were chiefly from Uauylonia and the adjoining region Ba~,loala ... d 

of Susiana, in which however, others still rcmained, while the~:;:~the 
bulk of the ten tribes resided in Assyria, Mcdia, and other telilribet io 

parts oftbe east. Zeal for the Temple having been tbe grand ~~af14 
motive of' the journey, the restoration of the altar for -burnt-

• See abo,e, vol. I " p. 85. • Sir Wm. Jotp' Works, vol. 1., p. 89. 
• Eua,c~p. I., v. 11, alill Vl" v.3, 4, S : 2 Cfton .• cbap. XXXVI" v. 28. 
• &ra, ehap, n., v. 64, ti6. 
• Jer., chap, XXV., v. 11, and diap. XXIX., v. 10. 
• 'taIntud, »ab. in lOddusbim. 

-.' 
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offerings, was the first object 1 of those who returned, and the 
<ion tracts for the reconstrudion of the building, as well as the 
preparation of materials having been completed, the foundation 
of the Temple was laid with great solemnity, sooo after the com~ 
meocemcnt of the secon~ year! 
ihe~ze, and even the plan itself, were the same as those of 

the former structure, but the means at command were greatly 
inferior, alllI this disadvantage was increas('d by an unexpected 
circumstance, which interrupted the progress of,the work. The 

Tbr Sam.,-j- mixed people of Samaria, who were Cutheans intermixed with 
::.~~~~ a remnant of the tribes of Ephraim and Mannsseh, and churning 

descent fj'om the two last, proposed to assist in the great national 
work j but from a jealous and exclusive spirit, thc new comers 
illdignalltly rejected the proposal. The ancient feud between 
the rin} people was thus revived, and assumed a character of 
fierce and implacable hatred, frol!'! which the Jews immediately 

infltt<!tIOe the suffered. Samaritan illfillCIIC{, and intrigue were succ<'SsfulJy 
eourtofPenia. exerted at the court of Persia to stop thc- work. The Jews, 

ho~ever, hoping for a change, continued to collect and prepare 
materials during the remaining five years of Cyrus' life, as well 
as the lifc of his successor. 

With Cyrus, the sovt.'reignty had passed from the Medes to 
the Persians, and the two became henceforth one peoplc in 
dress, manners, and religion; the customs of the latter nation, 
being naturally adopted by the sovereign, in compliment to the 
place of his birth; and as a matter of' course they were also in
troduced amongst the Babylonians. Cyrus likewise first esta
blished the custom of removing the court from Babylon at the 
expiration of the winter months; two months, in the spring, 
~ere spent at Shushan, and the warmest season, at Ecbatana.3 

According to Xenophon,4 the subsequent years of Cyrus' 
reign iVere spent in peaceable pursuits. But Herodotus and 
DiodonlS Siculus, give a very different account of the manner 
in which the days of this conqueror terminated; and though 
the romb of this mon""h, on the plains of Murgh'·ab, N.N.!!. 
of Persr1is, seelilS to favour the statement of Xenophon, 

• 
I Etra, chap. 111 .• v. 8. I Ibid •• Y. 8, 10, 
~ Cyropaldia.,lib. VIII., p. 233. ~ Ibid., tap. vii., p. 1I61~ 
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it is unlikely that the circumstances related by the historians 
concerning his expeditioll to & distant country, and the manner 
of his death, should be altogether fabulous. They expressly 
state that Cyrus, having invaded the country eastward of the 
Caspian S~ I perished in a great and bloody battle against 
Tomyris, qneen of the Massaget:re,' after coostructin« a city 
to which he gave the name of Cyropolis.3 '0 

Carubyses, his second son, who had been appointed his suc~ Camby_ 

cessar, ascended the throne about 529 H.C., aud manifested all:::: the 

his father's love" for war, but without a shadow of prudence. This ' 
prince, one of those who bore the scriptum} title of Ahasuerus, 
having taken some offence against Egypt., made extensive pre-
parations by sea and land throughout his vast empire, in the 
very commencemeut of his reign, for the conquest of that 
country. More than threc years were employed in engaging p1'tpa~ 10 

the Cypriots and Phmnicians to assist him II ith their flee~ and :'dadaEgypt. 

in collecting the Greek auxiliari es. 
The SUbjugation of the growing colony of Carthage had been 

contemplated also, but in eonscqut!llce of the Ph<enicians having 
refUsed to assist against those with whom they were connected, 
(the Carthaginians being originally from Tyre), this part of the 
project was abandoned; the intended operations were therefore to 
be confined to Egypt, and the upper portion of the Nile. Ac~ 

cordingly, leaving Patizithes, a chi~f of the Magialls, as his ~ the 

deputy at Susa, Cambyses took the field in the fourth year oft!~11 
bis reign, aud agreeably to the arrangements already made for 
the friendly passage of his arm y through Arabia, he marched at 
the head of an overwhelming force ill a rlirect line across the 5116\(1 5258.C. 

latter country, instead of taking the more circuitous and ordinary 
route, through Upper Mesopotamia and Syria. At the sug~ 
gestion of Phanes of HalicarllaBSus C contracts were made with 
the Arabs for the neoessary supplies of water; and, faithful to 
his engagements, the king c6 Arabia collected all the" ~mels 
in. bis dominions, and having loaded them with large skins, 
clliefly those of caml:ls, filled with water, he sent them to the 

I Herod., lib, I., cap. eelv. t Ibid., eap. cev., C"eIit' • 

• Stnbo, lib. XVI. See Appendix (A.) to lhiI volume. 
C lierod .. Jib. III., caps. iv.) viL. i.x. 
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• 
places which were destitute of that indispensable requj&it~ 

:rheAt'l.bi of life.! Water being thus providedlthe march of Cambyses 
t1Dd iupphEt. ~ 1 I' d P PI' d b' for the IUmb. was sale y aecomp IShe as lar as e USlUm; an t 1S strong-

hold, the key of Egypt, was taken by the following stratagem, 
which was proposed by Phanes, who, on some 4j.sgust, had 
revolted from Amasis an~ joined Cambyses.· The Persian 
king placed a number of cats, dogs, sheep, and other animals in 
advance of his troops. and the Egyptiaus being unable to shoot 
an arrow that way, lest they might illjure some pf those sacred 
animals, the place was carried without difficulty_ 

E~5nbmltl Psammeticus, who had just !)ucecedcd 011 the death of 
to' b,..~. Amasis, beinl?: defrHtPd in a great battle fought in that ndgh

bourhood, the in"aders ad,'anced to "Memphis, where the 
Egyptiani- prince surrendered, and the whole of' E6"Ypt sub
mitted in consequence. Cambyses being ]Jl(lster of the country, 
indulged his ungovernable temper by destroying llIany of' its 
monuments; nor did he even resped the de3d, for the body of 

His rub 
aPf(i,uoM 
toWIJ'U 

tbe temple or 
Am_ 

Amasis was dug up,' and treated i'::,'llOminiously. 
During his short fitay in Africa, Cambyses f!,"ave the reins to 

bis headlong and recklcbs disposition, by ulldcrtaking at the 
same time two distant land CXIlCdltiollfi; tllch of which was 
attended with the most filtal result. The first cOllsistprl of 
5U,000 men, whom he despatched to set fire to the temple of 
Jupiter Ammon. This force is said to have been ol"erwhelmed 
by a shower of sand raised by a hurricane, whilst traversing the 
desert of Oasis Magna,' from which it is certain that the troops 
did Dot return ~ 

The second expedition proceeded under his own command 
towards Ethiopia, but the necessary supplies failing, a portion 
only of the army returned to Thebes, the rest having perished: 
the troops had in their retreat, been driveu to the neceiSity of 
corum.min'g first the sumpter beasts,_ and finally, 8S a last resource 
to maintain lite, 8 Dum1 ' 6ir companions: these were 
taken by lot to be put to c for the support of the others.' . 

t Herod., lib. lII. , cap . 
• Ibid., lib. IV., and PI 
• Ibid., lib. III., cap. l. 
, IbJd. 

I', lib. VIT . 
4 Ibid .• cap. .nv. 
• l1rid. 
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Shortly after bis rel\lrn from the expedition, be received in
telligence of a revolt in his own dominions, which was headed 
.by Gomates, a Magian ! (the brother of Patizithes) ; this man 
having personated Smerdis or Bardeus,. who had been mur- A molt 

dered by order of Cambyses.s This information induced the S:~~~by 
king to set out with all haste for Persia, leaving the government cau_ 
of Egypt to 1he care of Ariandes. He avoided on bis return 
the shorter route of the Desert by whieh he had advanced, and 
took that of Syria, where he died of a wound received from his 
own sword whilst precipitately mountillg his horse. This event tbt 'dum and. 

took place Oil Mount Carmel at EcbatanR;4 which place had ~:b;::" 
been named by the oracle of Duto,S as that 'o\-hich would be 
fatal to bim.6 

W e are told that there was not allY one sufficiently bold 
to oppose the Magia", and Gomates had remained in undisputed 
possession of the empin.· during seven months, when Darius, 
the Gnshtasp of the Persians, SOil of Lohra.'lp or IIystaspes, one 
of the seven noLles who conspired against him, mounted the 
throne. 1 AccordilLg to H erodotus, it had been agreed among 
these nobles, that he whose llOrse first neighed to the rising 
sun should be king; and, by an artifice, the horse of Darius Darin' obw.lll 

"h h 'h" • B "d thethroueby was made to Wln t e monsrc y lor IS master. ut, In e· .. 1tl'aIllg1'Ul. 
tailing bis own achievements 011 the tablets at Bisutun, this is 
made a religious war, in which, by the help of Ormazd, Darius 

, .Tuumal ofthe Royal Asiatic .society, vol. X., pp. 201, 202. 
• Ibid. • Herod., lib. III.. cap. hi. 
• Plill., lib. V, cap. xix. ~ Herod .. lib. III. , cap. lxiv. 
• Accordmg to the translation of the Bi~uttin tat let, Gomatt'S, a Magian, 

haviog falsely declared himM!lf to be "Ba.1'I!eu9, the 80n of CYrul!. and lhe 
brotut'r of Camby~, the .... ho}(' state of Pf'r~in., Media, lind the other pro
vinces became rebeHioUl., and he .. '-Sumed the crown: and C .... mbyses. unable 
to endnre his misfortuuee, died.-Journo.l of the Royal Asiatic Society, 
vGl. X .• pp. 201, 202. 

f Theae alOOf', Il\y. D.ui.1lt were 'iny 8JlSilitants: IlItlllphemes, the son of 
IIya ••••• a Pe1l'lian. Otanes, the !lOll of . . •. , a Penian; Gobryaa 
by Dame, tbe lIOn of Mardonius, a Persian; HydQ.fUe~, the SOil of. • • ., 
• Pe~ i Megaby-rua, tM IOn of Zopyt'Ull, a Persian; and .A8petbiM8, the 
lOll of •••. ,. Pen.ian.-Bilut&n Tablet. Journal of Royal Atiatie 
8oelety, vol. x.,.p. 257. 

• Lib. Ul., cap. lsnv., hu"i. 
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places which were destitute of that i;dispens&ble requi~ 
,The Arlit.. of life.1 Water being thus provided "the march of Cambyses 
IiDd liup!>h .. 
{or tlte fDllrcb was safely accomplished 8!:' far as Pelusium; and this strong-

hold, the key of Egypt, was taken by the following stratagem, 
which was proposed by fhanes, who, on some c1j.sgust, had 
revolted from Amasis and joined Cambyses.1 The Persian 
king placed a Dumber of cats, dogs, sheep, and other animals in 
advance of his troop'!, and the E gyptians bemg unable to shoot 
au arrow that way, lest they might injure some 9f those sacred 
animals, the place was earn ed WIthout difficulty. 

Enpt,"bantl Psammcticlls, who had just succeeded on the d<'ath of 
to CambJIIeS. l' 1 . h Amasis. being r1(1ll'ated in a great batt e fuught in that nug -

HI,t'allh 
f'1C~ltoOIlI 
to",. rdl 

bourhood, the invader'! advanced to Memphis, where the 
Egyptiarl:prince surrelldert.:d. and the ",hole of' Egypt ')ub
mitten in consequence. C.tmbyses being master of the country, 
indulged hiS ungovernable temper by u(>stroymg many of its 
monuments ; nor did he evclI respect the dead, for the body of 
Amasls wa~ dug Up,1 and treated i!:;llolllITll(Jusly. 

During hi~ short stay in A frKa, Cambyses gave the reins to 
his headlong and red.lcss dispOSItion, by undertakmg at the 
same time two distant lalld expedltlOn<; j (ach of which was 
attended with the most tltal result. The first consisted of 
50,000 men, whom he despatched to sct fire to the temple of 
Jupiter Ammon. This furce IS said to have been o'rerwhclmed 
by a shower of SAnd raise.1 hy a hurricane, whilst traversing the 
desert of Oasis Magna, 4 from wbkh It is certain tha.t the troops 
did not return.~ 

The second expedition proceeded under his own command 
towards Ethiopia, but the necessary supplies faiiing, a portion 
only of the army returned to Thebes, the rest having perished: 
the troops bt.d in their retreat, bt:en driven to the necessity of 
eoruru.mill'g fin.t the sumpter beasts, and finally, as a. last reso\lro& 
to maintain life, a number of tleir companions: theae 'Were 
!alten by Jot to be put to death for the support of the others.' 

I llerod., lib. III., cap. ix. 
I Ibid., lib. IV., and Polypnu, lib. VII . 
• Ibid., lib. III., cap. ul. 4 Ibid., cap. uv • 
• Ibid. .. ~ 
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Shortly allier his retro from the expedition, he received in
telligence of a revolt in his own dominions, which was headed 
.by Goma.tes, a Magian I (the brother of Patizithes) ; this man 
having personated Smerdis or Banieus" who had been mur- A I'eV"It 

dered by order of Cambyses.' This information induced the S~~~&bl 
king to set out with all haste for Persia, leaving the government OlU$C'~ 
of Egypt to-the care of Ariandes. H e avoided on his return 
the shorter route of the Desert by which h~ had advanced, and 
took that of Syria, where he died of a wound received from his 
own sword whil~t precipitately mountmg his horse. This event t~ relDm and 

. det.tb or 
took place all Mount Carmel at Ecbatan&;4 winch place had Cilrubyv .. 

been named by the oracle of' Buta, ~ as that which wou1d be 
f8.ta1 to hiru.G 

W e are told that there was not lilly one sufficiently bold 
to oppose the Magian, and GOlllates had rc mainc>d in undisputed 
possession of the empire during seven months, when Darius, 
the Gushtasp of the Persians, son of L ohral1p or IIystaspes, one 
of the seven nobles who conspired against him, mounted the 
throne. ' According to H erodotus, it had been agreed among 
these nobles, that he whose horse first neighed to the rising 
sun should be king j and, by an artifice, the horse of Darius Darill$ obtai", 

d "b h j" h" • B "d the lhroDe by was rna c to WIll t e monarc y or IS master. ut, 10 e-. II'tralag"w, 

tailing his own achievements on the tablets at Bfsutun, this is 
made a religious war, in which, by the help of Ormazd, Darius 

, Journal of tile Royal Asiatic Societr, vol. X., pp. 201, 202. 
I Ibid. • Herod., lib III., cap. hi, 
• Plin., lib. V, cap. xix. > Herod .. lib. Ill , cap. lxiv . 
• Accordlllg to the tran~lation of the B!Qutun ta:'let, Goma~ a Magian, 

haviog faIllely dl'Clared i,imJJeif to be Ranlen., the KIn of Cyrus. and ULe 
broth(>r of CaJUby~, the whole ~tate of Persia, Media, and the other pro
"iDees became rebelliou~, and ht' a<sumed the crown: 1I.l)d Cambyaes. unable 
to endure I,i. mi.fortul105, died.-Journal of Iht' Royal Asiatic Society, 
vol. x., pp. 201, 202. 

f These alOM, say. Dari", were"iily a..~istantll: Int&!pheroefl, the son of 
Hy. •••. , a P",nianl Otan6l, tbe SOil of •.•. , a Persian; Gobryu 
by oame. the ton of Maroonius, 8 Persian; H ydarD~. ti,e 600 of. • • ., 
& Pt'nU.II j Megabrna, tbP SOil uf Zopyrus, a Persian; ami .AJ:,.pethiD'~1 the 
100 of ••• " a PersiaQ.-Buut6.n Tablet, Journal ot Royal A.lliatic 
Society. ~. x" p. 267. 

1 Lib. lIt., cap.. hnv., Un .. i. 
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slew Gomates the Magian, and the chic' men who were,. Uh 
him; and having re·establisbed the chaunts and sa.cri~al 
worship, he confided these duties to the families who were de
prived of them by GOTlla.te~ or, in other words, he restored the 
ancient rdigion of the country in connexion with the State. 
Darius, although he only followed the stcils of Cyrus and his 
uncle Cyaxares, may he considered the real founder of the 
Persian empire, in consequence of the wisdom he displayed in 
the government of the country, which had on,ly b('cn in part 
reduced to order, after having been subjected by the arms of' 

~c: ~rr~~iza. those monarchs. Darius aCCOlll}ljished these great objects by 
dividing his vast dominion .. into prm-inccs of a convenient size: 
a certain number of these cOllstituted a viceroyalty, of' which 
there were twenty, CRc.h undt'r the general superintendence of 
a satrap, to ,\ hom all the illferior governors of' provillce~ dis
tri('ts, &e., were rcsponsibll:; though tlwy w8l'e appointt'd or 
removed only at the pleasure of the bO' ereign hiUl~df By this 
arrangement, a salutary chC"cl.. was maintained onr the governors 
of the satrapies. Such a eheck was the more necessary, as in 

Tllri~ general the satrapies not only comprised many provinces, but 
UI '.plelioftbe. f I'd f' I k' gd I h emplI"1!_ sometmles one 0 t lCIll conslste a severa - Ill oms. n t e 

first, for instance, were tht' 10nialls, the CariaH~ the Lycialls, 
PampLylians, and oth(-rs j 1 in the second were the M ysians, 
the LyJians, and the Cabalii. UabyIon, together with the 
territory of Assyria, belonged to the ninth satrapy.! 

Modeftte In the' time of Cyrus, and even during that of' his successor, 
COIIlnbttriom 
atabliabed, there was not any fixed taxation, and the sovereign only re-

ceived uncertain gratuities from time to tilllc j in addition to 
which, during war, contingents of lIlen and money were fur
nished for the exigencies of' the state_ This system prevailed, 
till a fixed tribute and a regular quota of men were esta
blished for each '8atrapt by Darius_ This regulation induced 
the Persians to designate him The Bioker, whilst with equal 
point, Cambyses was called Master, and Cyrus the Father of 

&lid inler- the Empire.' 
::.mWliea- But the statistics, then so wittily termed brokerage, were the 

1 Herod., lib_ III _, cap. s.c. 
• Ibid.) cap. lxnh:. 

• Ibid., cap. :lcii. 
, Ibid. 
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~-easily managed, in consequence ofa system of' iuwrcollllllu· th~hoattho 
nicalion which had been commenced !roughout the empire in ~IQJnre. 
the time of' Cyrus, and was more completely established in that 
of Darius. l The object was accomplished by means of couriers, 
who werc stationed at certain distances, for the rapid transmis-
sion of the firmans, which in this way were sent to, and answers 
reeei ved from, the diflerellt governors. Those issued by the Fimllin' or 
monarch arc supposed to have been stamped UpOIl barrel-shaped ~:.;e:f.~: 
bricks of small size, which were afterwards solidly baked as the Penians. 

best and surest mean" of prcv('ntillg ally change in the edicts; 
which thus bcc."lme the laws of the Mcdes and l'ersians.2 With_ 
out doubt OilC of the most 1lH'lllorable was the decree of Cyrus, Darius etlUSK 

o 0 I jO lOb old J I dthe buildi"g penmttlllg t Ie return 0 tiC captives to re Ul crusa em an ofthe Temple 

its Temple. Encouraged by the prophet IIag:gai, the work was:~rcsll.Dled. 
resllmed in the beginning of the seco!ld year of' Darius, viz., 
520 B.C. Tatnai, the go\'cruor of' Syria and P:tlcstine, having 
made an appeal to his SOYCT(·i~l1, in order to ase('rtain if the 
decree of Cyrus really existed, as was alleged by the elders of' 
the Jews, a search was in consequellce m:tde. and the decree 
bcing found in the archives' of Ecbat.ana,' the king elljoined 
Tatnai and Setharbo7.tlai to see it fully executed. Tht-'se per~ 
sons were further commanded to carry ant the original intcn~ 
tiOIlS of Cyrus, and to givc nt the same time all possible 
assistance to the Jews in rcbuildiug their Tell1plc.~ To this 
measure Darius was 110 doubt moved, like his predecessor, by an 
irresistible impulse, which made each an instrument in fulfilling 
the Divine purposes. In other respects., it wculd seem that the the retum of 

court of Persia could ha.·c no good ground of objection to the J~b~ to 

the return of' the Jews to their native land, since, in such rediJof 
return, they only moved from one part of the Assyrian domi- Cyrus. 
nions to another. 

t Herod .• lib. VIII., cap. xc·viii. 
t Sevel'Bl of the.e barrel-ehaped bricks may 00 seen in the British 

Museum; and Asiatic traditiOIl c('Unects them with the firmw of the pat 
..L.yriau monarch.: the cha.racter ill cuneifonu. 

, Ezra, chap. VI., v. 1-3 . 
• 1 Elldru, ebap. V., v. 47, and foliowing venesi alao Ezra, chap. VI., 

Y.6-1'7. .' 

.~~ N 
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~ ,r The Temple, which had been commenced by Zerubbabel 
doe empl!'.. twenty years previously~or about 534 B.C., was completed in 

the seventh year of Darius, on the same scale of grandeur, but, 
in point of costly materials, it was "as nothing" if compared 
with the former structure.! 

ExpeditiOIl to 
Som~ 

The first distant undertaking of Darius was that of sending 
an army under his genera1 Otan£'s to Samos, with the view of 
restoring Syloson, the brother of Polycratcs the tyrant of the 
islaud, to his throne, from whom when a pri\ a.te indi\<'idual, he 
had received a splendid garment. This service was scarcely 
completed when the attention of the king was urgently called 
to his own dOlllilliuns, by the rc\'olt of the nabylonians. Their 
city, having been so long mistress of the EalOt, could ill brook 
the change caused by its subjection to Pcr:.ia, especially when 
Sh1.JSban became the capital of the emplrc; thi<; change IIcces· 
sarily diminishing its pride and splendour. 

RebeIliOll' ill It appears from the DisutUll mOlluments, that Darius was 
Su5iana aDd 

Babylouia 

."''''' by 
"",~ 

occupied previous to his accession, and llrobably as a satrap of 
his father, who goverm·d Parthia and Hyreania, in quelling a 
rebellion in Susiana and another in Babylonia. The former, 
Jed by Atrines the son of Opadarmes, was speedily overcome 
by his deputy, but the latter being very serious required hi,; 
preser.ce; Naditabirus, the SOli of Aena, caning himself Nabo· 
ehodrossor, the son of Nabonidus, haviJlS' seized the govern· 
ment. An interesting description, and even some of thc 
details, arc given of the campaign which followed. Darius, by 
means of a demonstration and the usc of rafts, forced the 
passage, and defeated the army of Naditabirus on the banks <-f 
the Tigris, and completely overcame him the secoud time, 
when disputing the passage of the Euphrates near a city called 
Zanzana close to Babylon. A signal defeat in tbe vicieity of the 
capital put an end to the rebellion, and N aditabirus being 
taken prisoner was put to death! 

A fuller account, especially of the capture of the city, is 
however, given by Herodotus. 

I Haggai, chap. 11., v. 3. 
I Tran.la.ti0ll' of the Biauttiu Tablets. vol. x., part iii., pp. 211-214, of 

Journal ofthe Royal Asiatic Society: London, 1847. 
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!,ioping to recover its lost importance by an attempt like Tb~ Bab,

that which was made by Nabopalasaf against the Assyrians, lowaDI revolt. 

the Babylonians took advantage of the unsettled state of things 
consequent on the death of Cambyses, to make preparations for 
war, by secretly laying in stores of provisions j and at the end 
of four or five years, the city was so amply provided, that the 
citizens openly revolted, and set up a king. 

On receiving this intelligence, Darius hastily assembled his Darina 

forces, and marched a powerful army to put an end to this :;,:~ 
rebtllioll. Seeing themselves begirt by a force which they &b,lou• 

could not oppose in the field, the Babylonians turned their 
thoughts wholly to the best means of resisting it within the 
walls; and having for this purpose agreed to cnt off all uune- Cruelty ?hhe 

eessary mouths, they cruelly strangled the whole of the women &bylo~. 
with the exception of the filvourite witt:: of each individual, and 
a maid-servant to every house. l After continuing the siege for 
twenty months without the sliglll:cst ad,,"antage, Darius made 
himself master of the city by olle of the most extraordinary 
stratagems hitherto recorded ill history. Zopyrus, one of' his Stra.tagtm of 

most devoted l'~'lptains, having cruel ly maimed himse1f; went to ~ciu:,.~ tab 

the city, pretending to have fled from the tyranny of his 
master: having obtained the coufidence pf the besieged, and 
eventually the command of some of' their troops, he thus gained 
an opportunity of opening two of the gates of the city to the 
Persians. Darius in consequence obtained possession of the his cnelty to 

place, when he immediately caused the crucifixion of 3,000 i:!-..bJ
Babylonian nobles, who had been the chief fomenters of the 
revolt; he likewise took away the hundred urazen gates of the 
city, and reduced the height of its walls from 200 cubits to 
duly 50 cubits.' 

The remaining inhabitants were not however, molested, but RtpeopUu. or 
th D o ed ell f hO ° fO ° h &b,.lolI, &lid on e contrary, arlUS caus ea 0 18 satraplCS to unus 

a proportion of women, amounting in all to 50,000, to replace 
those who had been 80 cruelly put to deatll before the siege.' 

Darius appears to have remained at Babylon till a revolt, or 
rather an opposition to his authority, in l'ersia, Susiana, Media, 

I Herod., lib. III., cAp. c1 • 
• Ibid .• cap. ellis:. 

• • Ibid., cap. clvili., em. 

N 2 
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cou.olid.tioD Assyria, &C., obliged him to march in persoll, when being, as it 
olthe empue . . is expressed, by the grace of Ormazd, completely successful in 

suppressing these rebellions, the most formidable of which was 
that of Media/ hE" became the sovereign of Persia, Susiana, 
Babylo11ia, Assyria, Arabia, and the maritime Jlarts of Egypt. 
Also of Sparta, Ionia, ArnH'llia, CappaJocia, Parthia, Zarallgia., 
Asia, Chorasmia, Hactria, Sogdiana (Gandaria), the Sacre, the 
Sattagydes, Arachosia, and the Mccians j in all twenty-one 
countries.! 

Serlo aaill 
do",u tlle 
Indus,II.Dd 

After the accomplishment of this object, Darius became 
anxious to know the state of the countries lying eastward of 
Scythia, v.itlJ a vi!"!w to their ('onqllcst, and more (>Rpccially the 
termination of the riycI" Illdus. Accordingly he built a fleet at 
Caspatyrus, in the territory of Pactyica on the Indus, which he 
entrusted to a skilful Greek ma riner named ~eyJax, a native of' 
Caryanda, who admirably fulfilled the instructions of the 
monarch by sailing down the wllole length of tht: ri\ er;~ thence 

u«nlil lhe coastiug to the straits of IHb·el·MandC'b, amI asccudillg the 
Arablall Gulr. A b" If I "J " f" I " h . ra tan gu to t Ie port at lt~ nort ICrn (;xtrcmlty, rom W lie 

the Phrenicians had before taken their departure to circum~ 
navigate Afi-ica.( 

The reality of the reriplu'5 of Scylax has been much 
questioned, but scarcely it ,~ould seem upon sufficient grounds, 
since snch a "oyage was but limited compared \\ ith that of 
Ophir, and it WdS in all probability ollly following the course of 
the orainary lllaritime trade between "estrrll India and the 
Persian Gulf. This voyage was accomplished in the short spare 
of thirty months; and Darius immediately availed himself of the 
information acquired by it, to subjugate a portion of the Indian 
territory westward of the Indus:' this afterwards became the 
twentieth satrapy, and yielded a revenue of 3GO talents of gold.' 

~bmdeI Soon after the consolidation of the new territory, Darius 
Bo.rtbiL commenced preparations with a view to the subjection of 

Scythia, by way of punishment, as be alleged, for the invasion 
I The ' name of Pbraortee is mentioned in the Tablet in connexion with 

tml kingdom. 
• Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, vol. X., pp. 197,198. 
• Herod., lib. IV., cap. xliv. • Ibid., cap. xlii. 
• Ibid., cap. zliv. ~ Ibid., lib. m., cap. xciv. 



CHAP. VII.] BIB RETURN TO ASIA. IBI 

of Assyria by the people of that country In the LiUlc of 
Cyaxares,' about 120 years before. 

The fleet which accompanied the troops consisted of 600 
vessels, chiefly manned by Ionialls and others from the coast at 
Asia Minor, while the land army collected Oil this occasion, 
including the cavalry, amounted to 700,000 men/ who were 
conducted by Darius himself to the shores of the Bosphorns, PIlS&l'I t1u~ 

where they found a bridge already executed for their passage ~~~;.,ra:tn 
iuto Europe. The preparation of a bridge of boats was bue.r.. 

evidently a familiar operation at this time, both i!l Babylonia 
and A~syria. The one l!l question ex('eeded three-quarters of 
a mile ill lCll6-th, or areordillg to Herodotus, seven stadia,3 and 
it was succcs'ifully completed hy Malldrocles the Samiall, Ilot
with~taTllling the great difficul ty caused by a very rapid 
current. 4 

During the pa~:;age of his troops, Darius proceeded as far as 
the Cyan elI' rocks, at the entrance of the Black Sea; from 
thcnce he despatchpil his flect "ith dir('dions to ascend the 
I"ter a ('ertain distance, and pr('parc another bridge. Having liubdoec 

reduccd Thracc, Darius continucd his Illareh to the appointed Tbtaee. 

}lilssage ; and after a. fruitk')s pursuit of thc Scythians through 
deserts and uncultivated countries) for three months, he re
turned aftcr losing one-half of his numbers, but without aban
doning his purpos(', for he left Megabyzus the Persian, one of 
his chief cOlnmanders, with 80,000 mcn, to finish the conquest. 
This general, having succeeded in bringing the Thracians and 
others under the Persian yoke, rejoined Dar;us at Sardis, 6 from Rf'turM to 

which place he afterwards accompanied the monarch to Susa.~ ~='.Dd 
Soon after the ScythialJ expedition, a revolt, arising out of a 

cont{'st betwecn two small factions at N axos, one of the 
Cyclades, led the way in a most unexpected manner to an 
important train of events. Aristagoras having failed in imme- Ari.ta~ 
d· I . d hI' b . I <1, ' db' ~ ...... ~ late y puttmg own t e revo t 10 t at IS an an elOg 
unable to fulfil the engagement made with Artaphernes, his 

1 Herod., lib. IV., cap. i. 
• Ibid., cap. lu:XT. 
• Ibid., cap. c:u.ii., cxxiii. 
• Ibid., lib. V., cap. :r.n. 

• Ibid., cap. l:r.:u:vii. 
• Ibid. , CAp. Ix:u:vii. 
I Ibid., lib. V., cap. niil. 
• Ibid., cap. :u:xi't·. 
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consolidation Assyria, &0., oblig('d him to march in p erson, when being, as it 
ottbe emplJ'e .. is expressed, by the grace of Ormazd, complewly successful in 

suppressing these rebellions, the most formidllbJe of which was 
that of Media, I he hl'eame the sovereign of' Persia, Susiana, 
Babylonia, Assyria, Arabia, and the maritime parts of Egypt. 
Also of Sparta. Ionia, Armenia, CHppadoria, Parthia, Zarallgia, 
A Ria, Chorasmia, Bactria, Sogdiaua (Gandaria), the Saere, the 
Sattagydes, Arachosia, alld the Mcciaus; in all twenty~one 
coulltries.~ 

&ylu: Dill 
down the 
lndus,llDd 

After the accompJi~hment of this ohject, Darius hecame 
anx.ious to know the state of the countries lying eastward of' 
Scythia, wiL.h a view to their cOllquest, and morc {>spt·cially the 
termination of the rin'r lIldus. AC('ordingly he lmilt a fled at 
Caspatyrus, in the territory of Paetyica on the J ndlls, which he 
t::urrusted to a skilful Greek 1ll.1riner llamed Scylax, a native of 
Caryanda, who admirably fulfilled the instructions of the 
monarch by sailing down the wholt' lCllgth of tho:! river j~ thence 

&S~Dd'lbe coastiug to thc straits of B,ib-cl-Maudch, tlud u~ccndjng the 
A.rabi&D Gill£. A bO If hOI ° fO hO I . ra Ian gu to t e port at lte; 1I0rt U!Tn extr(,llllty, rom W Ie I 

the Pho::>nicialls hud before taken thei r devarture to circum
navigate Africa.' 

The reality of the Periplus of' Scylax has bC'cn much 
questioned, but scarcdy it would ~eem upon sufficient grounds, 
since such a voyage wa', but limited eompured with that of 
Ophir, and it W~ in all vrobability only followi ng tile course of 
the ordinary maritime trade between western India and the 
Persian Gulf. This voyage was accomplished in the short space 
of thirty months; and Darius immediately availed himself of the 
informa.tIOn acquired by it, to subjugate a portion of the Indian 
territory westward of the Indus:~ this afterwards became the 
twentieth satrapy, and yielded a revenue of 360 talents of gold.' 

o.riMirrndef; Soon ath!r the consolidation of the new territorv, Darius 
&ttlli&. - J 

commenced preparations with a view to the subjection of 
Scythia, by way of punishment, 8.8 he alleged, for the invaBion 

I The ' name of Phraortes is mentioned in the Tablet in connexion with 
thil king11om • 

• Joumal of the Royal Asiatic Society, vol. X., pp. 197.198. 
I Heroil., lib. IV .• cap. xliv. • Ibid., cap. xiiI. 
, Ibid., cap. di... ~ Ibid., lib. In., cap. xci'" 



CHAP. VII.] HIS RETURN TO ASIA. 181 

of Assyria by the people of that country in the time of 
Cyaxares.' about 120 years before. 

The fleet which accompanied the troops consisted of GOO 
vessel~ chiefly manned by Ionians and others from the coast of 
Asia .Minor, while the land army collected 011 this occasion, 
including the cavalry, amounted to 700,000 men,t who were 
couductcd by Darius himself to the shores of the BosphofUS, PaS5t"5 the 

where they found a bridge already executed for their passage ~~;~u;r 
into Europe. The prrparatioll of a bridge of boats was boa.u, 
evidently a familiar opcratioll at thir. time, both ill Babylonia 
and Assyria. The one ill (lucstioll exceeded thrcc~quarters of' 
a mile ill length, or accordiug to H(·rodotus, seven stadia, ~ and 
it was suc('-cssfitlly completed Ly 11'landrocles the Samian, not~ 

withstanding the great difficulty caused by a vcry rapid 
current! 

During the passage of his troops, Darius proceeded as far as 
the Cyallecc rocks, at the t::lltranet' of the Black Sea; from 
thcllce he despatched his flet't \\ith directions to ascend the 
Ister a ('ertain distanc(', and prepare anothcr bridge. Having ."bdJ;le. 
reduced Thrace, Darius continurd his march to the appointed Tbra.ce. 

passage j and aftcr a fruitless pursuit of the' Scythians through 
deserts and uncultivated (,ollntrics~ for thrc(> months, he re~ 

turned after losing onc·half of his numbers, but without aban
doning his purpose, for he left l\fC'gabyzlls the Persian, one of 
his chief cotrlmanders, with 80,000 men, to finish the conquest. 
This general, haloing sueccl'ded in bringing the Thracians and 
others under the Persian yoke, rejoined Darius at Sardis, G from Rfl""", '" 

which place he afterwards accompanied the monarch to Susa.' r=IAJ;ld 
Soon after the Scythiall expedition, a revolt, arising out of a 

contest between two small factions at N axos, one of the 
Cyclades, led the way in a most unexpected manner to an 
important train of events. Aristagoras having failed in imme· AriItagwu 

d" I "d hI" h "I d,' db· ff'l"8ll11,l.lld, late y puttll1g own t e revo tint at IS an an elOg 
unable to fulfil the engagement made with Artaphernes, his 

I Herod., lib. IV., cap. 1. • Ibid., cap. Inxvii. 
• Ibid., cap. lInv. • Ibid., cap. Ixxs,vii. 
• Ibid., cap_ cnii., exxui. • Ibid., lib. V., cap. Iriil. 
• Ibid., lib. V., cap. su. • Ibid., cap. uxiv. 
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... lJted by the immediate chief, to meet the expenses, determined to take 
AtheD~_D~: . arms! against Darius. With the assistance of'the Ionians, and hOlt .,...-uw. 

with twenty-five vessels which had been sent from Athens and 
Eretria, I Aristagoras and his allies b()ldly sailed to Ephesus; 
from whence they marched to Sardis, which city being chiefly 
built of calle, was bUTnt either accidentally or otherwise. The 
approach of' the P ersians and Lydians soon afterwards caused 
the retreat of the invaders. They wcre, however, overtaken 

Fin&l1,. de-
(n.ted near 
EpbHW;. 

War ari.m, 

... hieb eulU 
tbe miliwy 
glory or G_. 

and defeated at Ephesus, fi'om whence the discouraged Ath~ 
nians retreated with their vessels and quitted the alliance,l 

These circumstances determined Darius to make war upon 
Greece, which V/a& carried on for a time with various degrees 
of success. Of its principal events, a brief notice will }lrCsentiy 
be given, on aCcollHt of the consequences which resulted from 
thc.LU to the empire of P ersia; and because tht,y were the first 
steps by which the military glory of the Grecian people, was 
raised to the high eminence whirh it subsf'quently attained. 

The Ionians speedily revenged the defeat at Ephesus by a 
brilliant descent which they made on the continental territory 
of Darius. In this they Hot only occupied Byzantium, and 
different places ncar the Hcllespollt, but likewise many others 

EaTI,. sue- in Caria j and in consequence of these succeSS<'s they were 
el!'SK1 of the 
}OIlilinl. joined by the people of Cyprus,4 III order to punish this inva-

sion, and at the same time take ample revenge for the burning 
of Sardis, Dauriaes and Dardanus were sent with ample forces 
first against Abydos, Lampsacus, &c" and thence into Caria. 
In this province they gained a victory after a bloody battle, & the 
fruits of which, however, werc lost by a successful ambuscade 
placed by Heraclides;~ who fo11owed up his success by subduing 
the Eolians and the rest of the ancient Teucrians.7 Soon after 
thesc SUCCf;SSes, mutual discord and Persian intrigues caused the 
Samians and Lesbians to abandon the Ionians, and the ileet of 

c.ptuI'e' of Darius having captured Milo, the inhabitants were removed to 
Milo, Chi,., 
&c. Susa. In the following year Chios, Lesbos, and Tenedos, shared 

I H:roo., lib. V., ea.p. nu, 
I Ibid., cap. cH., cHI. 
• Ibid., cap. Q:l'ii.. cu. 
1 Ibtd. 

I Ibid., cap. xcviii., xcix. 
• Ibid" cap. clii., elv . 
• lbid~ cap. cui., culi. 
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the same fate j l whilst the shores of Thrace were suhjpcted by 
the Phamician fleets, in alliance with P ersia. 

It was during all inroad in the northern provinles of Persia SlaQghleTof 

by Argjasp, a Scythian prince, which took place in the thirty-~e~ IUId 

fifth year of Darius, that the celebrated Archilllagus (Zoroaster) 
and the priests of hiR religion, about eighty in number, were 
slaughtcred in the principal fire temple at Balkh, during all 
assault made on that city. 

By some it is .believed that the founder of the Magian order 
lived about G24 years before the first Egyptian dynasty, by 
others it is thought that he was cotemporary with NiDus;~ and 
Xanthus, the historian of Lydia, pL-tces him GOO years before 
the invasion of Greece by X erxes. ' I t appears, howc,er, that 
there were several persons who Lore the llamc of Zoroaster. FOt:lrLrophtti 

One of these was Il Chaldean or an Assyrian j another was an :rzo,....-:~e 
inhabitant, or according to smile, a kiug of Bactria, who was 
also called Oxyartcs j a third .... as a Pamphylian, and there was 
a fourth, who, according to Pliny, lived a little before the time 
of Xerxes. 

The last appears to synchronize with Zerdusht or Zerd·husht, Zerd-hnsht 

the celebrated religious reformer of Persia, whose ministry was :::: the 

brief, but vcry remarkable, in consequence of the successful re.hglOD. 

effort .. which he made to restore the ancient religion. His 
tenets are contained in the celebrated Zend-avestci, and its com
pcndium the Sad-der.' 

The exalted moral precepts, and the lITeat knowledge of the ltapteetptt 

divillt' attributes therein inculcated by this sage, have by some ~~~r!m be 

been supposed to have been derived fron. his intercourse with the Hebre'A. 

the Hebrew people in the time of Daniel, or possibly from the 
prophet himsel~ with whom he was cotemporary in Susiana. 

The reformer is supposed to haye been born at Urwnfyah, 
and to have commenced his ministry afl'Shi'z 5 in that nejgh~ 

I Herod., lib. V., cap. uxi. 
t Justinius, lih. I. 
I Muller', Fragmenta Historieum Grecorum, p. 44 . 
• Hyde'. Hilt. lklig. Vet. Pena:r, cap. uy., x::ui • 
• Or Oanzaea, tbe Atropa.teDiaD Ecbatana.-Boyal Geograpbical J'OGmaT, 

voT. X" p. 68. 
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bourhood: his work professes to be the result of his prayers and 
meditations in a cave ncar that place. 

It should not, however, be forgotten, that this Zoroaster did 
not teach anything new, but merely restored what had been 
inculcated some centuries before by :til individual of the samo 
name. i 

Sabaism and other corrnptions, such as sacrifices on the 
highest mountains to Jupiter, the sun, moon, earth, &c.2 being 
prohibited, the doctrines of the reformed ~lagian religion 
became nearly those of the ancient Persians, The good and evil 
principles aro considered as bring pt>rl1litteo by the will of God; 

The otne1f;nell a gcner;!] rf'surrection aud day uf retribution werc lihwise 
~i=lcated by inculcated by Zoro<l!>ter, who "dded, that those who had dOJ1C 

well, and lived in obedience to the Jaw of God, were to pass into 
the rcalm of light, and those who had done evil, wert;' to suffer 
everlasting punishment in a laud of obscurity. II Endeavour, 
therefore, 0 man" (so runs tht' prect'pt), " to do all the good 
thou callst, without fear or apprl'iwl1sion, for God is benign and 
merciful, and will reward even the smallest ~()od thou dost."J 

Aeeoullt given A }Jassage of Celsus, prcserH'u by Origcn: appears to throw 
by Celli~. some light Oil the account given by H erodotlls of the Sabaism 

Tbe 5e1'eo 
plea Of 

'l'beres. 

of the Persialls. Cdsus compares the path of the soul through 
the firmament and plancts, to a ladder which leads through seven 
gates to the sun. The first gate is said to be of lead, which, 
accordi'lg to the Persians, expresses the slow revolution of 
Saturn; the second is tin, which typifies the brightness of 
Venus j the third gate being of brass, re}lr('sents the supposed 
firmness of Jupiter; the fourth is iron, and on account of the 
general usefuJlless of that metal, it is represented by Mercury; 
~e finh, a mixed metal, is applied to Mars; the sixth, quick
silver, is identified with the Moon; thc seventh gate is of gold, 
the emblem of the Sdn, according to the Persians.~ 

Clitarchus, in his 12th book, mentions as a summary of the 

, See vol I., p. 85. • Herod., lib. I., cap. curl. 
• Sad-der, part V.; Hyde's Hi,t. Relig. Vet. Persar, &c. 
• Orig. Contra CdR" lib. IV., edit. Spencer. 
• See the French translation, '·01. r., p. 426,and vol li., pp. 889, 890, of 

the Zend-anllta, for a similu ~COllht. 
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religion of the Magi, that they offer to the gods sacrifices, 
prayers, and vows. Nature and the origin of the gods are 
objects of their researches, believing that fire, air, water, and 
earth, are divinities. They object to the worship of statues, and 
consider it most perverse to believe that the gods are mAle and 
female.1 

The worship of Venlls was condemned by the Magi, who The M~I 
. d fi h . I j. h· ,. h h· h h hel~ .. t'd ill rt:'mame 1'01 to t e great arttc cot elf Jalt , W LC t ey God, 

carefully transn)ittcd to their posterity/ that" there is one 
God:" the belief in magic was probably introduced a little 
anterior to the time of Zcrd-husbt. or Zoroaster. 

Tht:' explanation of the sllge hilllsdf regarding the use of fire,' 
and the above-mentioned assertion in the firman of Cvrus, ~ 
serve to show that the Slln and fire were considered but as 
symbols of' the Dcity,~ and were venerated as such. In order Tile run and 

to protect the latter, as all emhlem of the Divine presence, =;::,'::157 
temples were built for worship instead of continuing the ancient the i:>e,ty. 

custom of burning fires on the tops of the mountains.' A 
liturgy was compos(>d by Zoroaster, and tithes were set apart 
for the maintenance of the priesthood;7 but fasting and celibacy 
were cOllocmned, as tending to a neglect of the best gifts of 
God j whilst diligence in cultivation was considered better than 
repeating ten thousand praycrs .~ 

HerE' we are almost reminded of the thousands of rams, and The ~piritua1 

ten thousand rivers of oil of the prophet;' and many passages ill ~c!~~~~ 
the Zend-avesta. still more clearly recognize the Almighty 
government of' the world, as well as that spiritual morality so 
conspicuous in the book of Job, 10 and wh;ch bears at the same 
timE: such close affinity tv the precepts of Noah. 

Other traces of a primreval religion appear to have been in I'rAzi. 

long preserved in the territory of Iran, which by its geogra-

I Apud Diog. Laert. 
, See above, p, 171. 
, I bid. 
, Sad-der, art. viii . 

, 
I Hyde, Rist. Relig, Vet, Peraar., p. 90. 
• &e p. 170. 
~ Herod., lib. I.. cap. cxni. 

• ?.end.avesta, tome I., 1>- 224, and Precis de!! SYlt~m" de Zorouter . 
• M.icah, ehap, Vr., y, 6, g, 
I. Job, ehap, XX" v. 4, 9,11, and 27; chap. XXIII .. 1',12, a; ehap

XXIV., v, 1 ; cbt.p. XXIX., T. 11-17; chap. XXXI.. v. 4, 6, 6, 26, 89. 
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phical position connected the western countries with those of 
central and eastern Asia. and became at the same time the 
means of transmitting through the Magi. and their successors 
the Brahmins, .1 remmmt, at least, of such a revelation of a 
future state as had oeen imparted to mankind. 

Puri f) of The insrriptioJJs placed by D aril1" H yst.'lspes Oil the tablets 
'Wo .... h,p mall!- at Bi:.uhin and thosl:: of his successor at l'crsepoJ;s, clearly 
t>lHIl'<im , 

Pel'il. show that rclig-ion was intimately linked \\'ith the state,1 and at 
the same time they confirm the statement made, by Hir 'William 
J Does and others, that the ancient Pcrsiaus worshiJlped with 
pious tear, love, and adoration, one all-wise, omnipotent, 
eternal, infinit,-., and Olntliprc'SCllt GOlV 

.Il(i in M<'fIO- At the timc of the exodus of the children of Israel, the same 
f:::,:rr:,( III lhe elevated morality appcars to have existed umollg som(> of the 
J4lalLw. people of Mesopotamia. Ralu<llll, the Chaldt:all seer, tells the 

D&rill5 
a<lumrs the 
tide f)f 
Arebimagnl. 

Mardooiol 
i~.,.d., 

G= 

messengers fi-om Moab' that mall should act justly, line mercy, 
and walk humbly with his God ;· adding, towards the close of 
his eonf€'rencc, that a star shall proceed fi-om J acob, amI a 
sceptre from I srael." 

This r(>lIlarkablt:, prophecy WR5 fulfilled about 1544 ·years 
later, when the .Magi, the supposed poc;tcrity of the proph{·t 
himself, followed a star from the E ast, till it brought them to 
the manger of the Messiab in the ('ity of' D avid. 

The death of Zoroaster, and the evils inRieted 011 the country 
in consequence, were soon revenged hy a force uuder the son of 
Darius, who drove the S eythians before him ",ith great 
slaughter. And the principal fire temple being restored, Darius 
continued his support to the re-established religion by assuming 
the titl e of Archimagus in the rOOlll of Zoroaster. 

At this time, in consequence of the part taken by the 
Athenians in the rebellion of Aristagoras, a large Beet was 
despat.chcd with a numerous army under the command of Mar-

I Royal Asiati<- Journal, vol. X., pp. 280, 286, 291, 310. 
• Sir Wm. Jones's WorkfIL, vol. I., p. 87, compared with Hyde'.Hist. ReI". 

Vet. Penal', cap. niii. Wld xxJl:iii. i abo Euseb., PmI" Evangel., lib. L, 
cap. ul1., p. 42. 

• The Elden of Moab carried the rewards of divinati.o.n in their haDd. 
Numb., chap. XXII" v. 7. 

• Micah. chap. VI., v. 8. • Numb., chap. XXIV., T . 17. 
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donius, who received peremptory orders from Darius to subdue 
Eretria, Athens, and Macedonia.1 But the loss of 300 vessels 
and 20,000 men in doubling Cape Athas, together with an 
attack of the Bryges, compelled this commander to retreat into 
Asia, after fulfilling only one object, whieh was the reduction of 
thc Macedonians! Far from being discouraged by this unfore-
se~n result., Darius renewed his preparations, and prepared 
vessels on a greater scale than those before sent: at the same Darinl 

time he dispntt:h(·d hl'ralds to GrN'ce to d<>mand earth and ~:-::~:.-"h 
water. The people of Egillft complied with th~se demands, but 
war was the conseqllclwc of the rcfhsal of thc Athcnians.5 

Darius seized this occasion to .;eud Dati& and Artapherncs 
into Cilieia, where they embarked 300,000 men in \"essels; 
and having burned the capitals of Naxos and Erctria, they 
passed on to the coast of' AttieR, and occupied the plain of 
Marathon with a force which bas been estimated at 100,000 
mell.' The Athenian army was advantageously posted 011 the POIition.o( lbe 

hills overlooking this rircllmscribed spac(', but Miltiades, who =td~;: 
had served under the r ersians, and "\\-as well acquaint.ed with 
the nature of their troops, as wdl as their tacti(,s, determined to 
forego this advantage, ill order to avoid the fierce, and almost 
irresistible sbock of an Asiatic host, by suddenly becoming the 
assailant. Accordingly, with a front sufficiently extended to 
occupy the whole width, be rushed at full speed, with 10,000 
Athenian and 1,000 l'lat<can warriors to attack the enemy. 
The latter were most disadvantageously posted, being hampered 
by tht·ir circumscribed position between the sea, a marsh, and 
the hills in qu(>stion, and exposed at the same time to the long 
spears of the Greeks. Success, therefore, favoured the assail- lIit!!, deft'&t . ~~ 
ants on both flanks, but III the centre they were broken by the Penll\l5, 

Persians, who advanced for some distance through their dis~ 

ordered ranks. Had Datis taken advantage of this circum
stance, the City of Athens would soon have been in his 
possession, but the Persian8, being without orders, ceased to 
advance, and the Athenlans, having routed both flanks, wheeled 

I Herod., lib. VI., cap. :rJlii. • Ibid., cap. xlv. 
I Ibid., cap. xoii. 
I By CotIIt'Jiu Nepoe. Herodotul dOH not mention the number. 



Datis rtoturnl 
to P~rsl". 

188 RESULT OF THE BATTLE OF MARATHON. [CHAP. VII. 

round, and, by attacking the rear of this mas.<;, the hattle was 
gained: the name of Miltiades was thus immortalized by a 
splendid and unexpected victory. 

The loss of the Athenians is stated to have been only 192 
men duriJJg this unprecedented engagement, which terminated 
by taking seven of the enemy's v('iisels, and driving the dis
comfited Persians into th(·ir ships, aner losing 6;400 men.' 

Datis made a bold attempt to recover his lost grollnd by 
doubliug Cape Suniulll, hoping to reach the city. of AthclIS, but 
being frustrated by the rapid r(·tul"Il of tht: handful uf brave men 
from Marathon, he sailed back to Asia 2 to llLakc the result 

~rcsh [ll't'para· known t(l his :;ovcr..:ie;ll. Darius feeling lrrltated, rather than 
tlon_ordered d" J I I" j" 1 J" 1 <l k 1 fi 1<1" by DarulS. Iscourage)y t li S reo:; 1 Isastcr, rcso \ e to ta c tiC e In 

persoll: and, uecordiugly, hc seut orders to the dillerent 
satrJ.pies of his empire to equi p vessels, and to furnish troops 
and prm'isions on su('h a scale as would o\"crwhc1m his enemies 
in Greece.3 

After thrce years had been spent ill making preparations and 
in assembling his nUlllerous legions, a.lJd "hen just about to 

A rebt.llion in march, Darius received news of a rehellion ill EgYIlt: this he 
Egypt. 

determined to suppress at the sallie tillie, by ddachlllg a portion 
of his army in that direction, whilst hl' intended to proceed with 
the remainder to punish the Greeks. A lengthened contest 
amongst his three sons, to determine which should he named the 
successor to the throne, was scarct:ly decided in favour of 

I>e.lb and Xerxec:: when a short illness carried off Darius ill the thirty-
ehar.eter or .., 
Darnu, sixth year of his reign. 

Although remarkable for that chivalrous generosity in par~ 

doning offences, which so frequently forms part of the character 
of an Asiatic prince, Darius stained the brighter portiolls of his 
life by occasional acts of useless cruelty, such as the wanton 
execution of tbe three sons of Oebazus, 4 and that of bis Egyptian 
lieutenant, Aryandes, for merely coining money in his name.~ 
This monarch had the glory, not only of extending his empire, 
but also of consolidating many large and rich provinces; as 

, Herod., lib. vr., cap. cxv" c:lvii. • Ibid., cap. cui • 
• Ibid" lib. VII., cap. i. • Ibid" lib. IV., cap. luEi ... 
• .Ibid., cap. clxvi. 
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those of Thrace, Macedon, the Ionian Isles, and the wide
spreading territory bordering upon India. 

In addition to the detailed arrangements already mentioned Worb 
P h f' h ' d' P h <:xo=!edb,. Jor t e mRILRgemcllt 0 t e vast tern tory exten lllg Irom t e Danill. 

Indus to the Nile, the reign of Darius Hystaspes was very 
remarkable ill other respects. He continued the canal intended 
by Nechus to oPen a ('olUmunicatioll from the Nile to the Red 
Sea,! and coined money of the purest metals, both gold and 
silver; of the .f(lr[Il(:r was the well-known Daric, and of the 
lattcr the Aryandi(, ofEgypt.2 But in tlm'> providing for their 
ordillary wants, D;uius did not fail to study the prosperity of 
his people, by the equity of his government' on one hand, and 
the g-cMrQsity of his rewards on the oth(>r; and abovc all, by 
the moderatioll of his impo:.t.'>. IIc was accustom cd to rcf~r His modera-

) . f) f) h' . ft,on,eq,uty, t Ie question 0 t Ie amouut 0 sur I taxes to t e opllllons 0 alld 

others,' taking care at the same time to fix the dcmands at a 
lower rate than had hel.:u pronounced equitable by the wise men 
of the state; who were, we arc informeu, consulted by him on 
all occasions of importance.s 

The en lightened r<.:ign of this monarch, the second Ahasue-
rus of Scripture, or rather the second who Lore what appears to 
have been a title rather than a name, was likewise distiuguished 
by other circulllC:i:.:'lIlCCS, "hich had an influcntial effect upon his 
dominions; amongst these were the fostering care so success- ('utollrage' 

fully given to astroTJomy through his brother J alllaspG (Gush- =l~t~ 
tasp), who was cdebrated for his acquailltance with the fasci-
lIatiug science of astrology, and the change effected by the 
restoration of the Magian religion to its primitive purity. The 
latter object was brought about by Zoroaster, whose tenets 
speedily took a firm root in the empirc,7 and spread to the 
borders of llactria. 

Whilst this monarch and his immediate predecessors, Cyrus 
and Cambyses, were laying the foundation of the Persian roo-

• Herod., lib. IV., cap. xxxix. I Ibid., cap. c1xvi. 
• Ibid .• lib. III., cap. lxxxli., Ixxxiii., cxxxii., and ex!. 
• PJutarch, Apot~gm., p. 172. • Eathrr, chap. I., 'T. 13-15. 
• Vol. I., p. 89. 1 See above, vol. I., p. 8S. 
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narchy, the merchant princes of Africa were extending their 
possessions, by means of conquest, in the Mediterranean, and 
by their enterprising fleets elsewhere. Mt'rcenary warriors, 
furnished by the A frican and European colonies of Carthage, 
secured her dominion in Sicily, Sardlllia, &0.; while numerous 
and well-organized Beets were t'mployed in estahlishiJlg other 
agricultural and trading settlements. 

HCHrtillg to the latter, for which Tyrc alld Carthage had 
been &0 remarkable, two maritime enterprises p.ppcar to have 
taken place about this period which arc deserv ing of notice, 
both on account of their importance, and also as having been 
probably the: Jdllt undertakcll prevIOus to the PU1lic wars. 

v .. y_geo( According to a fra~ment preserved by Rufus }I~estus Avienes, 
thnuloootothe H' '] d"'] d " f' C h d d lIrIWlbll!.wds. lml can, a IstlllgUlS IC cItizen 0 art agt', COil ucte a 

fleet with settlers from that city, and having: passed through the 
Pillars of Hercules to Gadira, he made bis way from thence to 
the so-called Ilo(y Ji>Wlld, which lies expand cd on the sea, and 
is the dwelling of the Hibernian race: at hand, it is added, 
lies the Isle of Albion.1 

Hanno Of the other undertaking, commanded by the celebrated 
e:.:plora the If ' ]] ., b db" , "'eIIlem C03II anno, a IU er account uas cell preserve y an Ulscnpboll 
of Afr,ca,aod which he placed on his return, in the Tcmple of CrOIlUf:, at 

Carthage. About 30,000 Libyo-l)hreuieian Dlen, women, and 
children, were conveyed in sixty \ cssels, of fifty oars each, to 
settlements on the western shores of Africa; these successively 
extended to the I sland of' Cerne, the situation of which is sup
posed ro have been either lIear Mogador or Santa Cruz; that iE. 
between 30!Q to 31! Q south latitude. The second part of the 

reIIchesthe expedition appears to have been mf're1y a voyage of discovery, 
~:.t!ri:m. which, from a passage in Herodotus, may be inferred to have 

reached the Gold Coast, at the mouths of the Senegal and 
Gambia." 

The death of Darius H ystaspes had the effect of "howing 

I Heeren's Hiatorica.l Researches, &e., Africa, Appendix, 'Vol. I., p. 
502,604. 

I Herod., lib. IV., cap. cs:cvi., compared with Heeren'. Hiltorical He
aearchel, A~ Tol. I., pp. 92, 175, and Appendix, 476, &c. 
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that the reoollection of upright conduct may survive the indi~ 
vidua~ particularly when the interE'Sts of' a nation are concerned ;1 
for the memory of Cyrus being reverenced throughout Persia, 
the son of Darins, by the daughter of that monarch, was A~cpq;on of 

t II 'd h· b h d X· Xerxe<gr.ud· na uta y prclcrre to IS rot ers, an erxes III consequence \IOU ofCyrllS. 

obtained quiet possession of the cUlpire about 486 D.C. 

This prince commeuccd a reign which, although comparatively 
short, was remarkablc for h'Tcat events ; and the first year was 
cmployed in perfecting thc preparatiolls for war, which were al
ready far advanced. III the course of til(' following year, Xerxes 
compldet1 one of' his father's ohjec~ which was the recovery of 
Egypt; and Icavil1g his brother Acha:~ Illt:lles !-:,overllor of that 
country/ he returned to Susa. The same year was madc still 
morc remarkable by the birth, at lIalicarnassus,l of the cele- Jlprodoto~ 

b d h· . hid did f· I ' oorn:u 11.1;· rate Istonan w 0 las rccor c t lcse events j an rom liS c..ruaN Olo. 
account of this reign, Xerxes appears to have been willing to 
forgd the grievances of his fatlH'r a{!ainst Greece. The flam es Xerxell ron. 
of his ambition were however kindled by the iuterestcd advice ~~:~~i~n. 
of Mardonius, ' which prevailed ngainst the better judgment of af I,,~ ':lther. 

Artaballcs ; and those mighty preparatiolls were commenced. 
which put in motion probably the greatest armament ever 
assembJed in the world, all allY occasion. Every nation from 
Bactria to Carthnge~ sent its guo La of inf~Ultry and cavalry, 
furnished with flour and other provisions; additional SUIlplics 
beillJ; placed ill suitable dep(',ts for the int(>uded operations by 
vessels furllishcd by the maritime states of his domiuiolls. To He places .. 
' ·1· h b I J b .J d d b bridgtovertlte laCI ltatc t c movements y an ,a rl gl! was or ere to C Hell!!'ipoDl, 

placed across the H ellespont, and to rend(>r those by water more 
secure than before, Xerxes employed the I'ersiaus, Bubares and 
Artaches, to eut a canal through Mount Athas, so that his and DUtil. 

ganeys might pass from the Gulf of Contessa (Strymonicus :::-n:,~Ar::~ 
Sinus), to that of Monte Santo (SingitiCWI Sinus). without 
risking such a loss as was experienced by Mardonius in doubling 
the promontory. Doubts have long existed regarding this 
extensive work, which, however, is not only mentioned by 

L See Appendix (D.) to this volume. • Herod., lib. YII., cap. vii. 
• Au}, Gell., lib. XV., cap. xxiii. • Herod .• lib. VII., cap. v., vi . 
• Ibid., eap. lni., I:u:xvi. 
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several authors, I but what appear to be its remains may still be 
traced in parts of the peninsula; moreover, its object, and the 
manner of its construction, arc so particularly detailed by 
Herodotus': that we C;Jn from thpnce scarcely doubt the fact. 

These and other prepRratiolls being completed, Xerxes put 
bis army in motion towards the spring of the year 481 D.C., by 
marching from Susa to Critales in Cappadocia,' where all the 
levies from the regions lying to the eastward were assembled! 
he proceeded from thence to Lydia, where he was joined by the 
levies from Arabia and th(' rest of the territory lying to the 
westward: ht' l"e thr. boundless wealth and liberali ty of Pytheus 
were cxt;lci.:.ctl in maintaining, for a time, the whole of the army.' 

This vast concentration appears to have been conducted witb 
the utmost regularity, owing to the accuracy of the combi· 
nations, and the care taken in prov iclillg supplies throughout 
the extensive line between the capital of' l 'ersia and that of 
Lesser Asia. During the winter's halt at Sardis, heralds were 
despatched to make the usual demands of earth and water from 
the Grecian states, ~ whilst workmen were employed in replacing 
the floating.bridge across the H ellespont, which had been 
destroyed by a storm at the moment whell it was almost com
pleted.' Early in the spring, Xerxes continued his march 
towards Abydos, where he found not only a prodigious Beet 
assembled,7 accordiug to his orders, to facilitate the contemplated 
invasion of Europe, but the meaus were likewise prepared for 

Aceoant.ftbi. passing thither without embarking his legions. This surprising 
:~I:!:nary bridge, connecting Asia with Europe, is described as beiug double; 

one portion was formed by means of 360 fifty.oared. boats, and 
the other of 314 triremes, in a line parallel to the former: 
each vessel was firmly anchored in a slanting direction, so as 
best to resist the effects of the current on one side, as well as 
the strong winds /I> which it was exposed on the other.' Two 

I Thuc)'didel, lib. IV., cap. cU:.; Phato, De Leg., lib. 111 •• Diod. Sic., 
lib. II., cap. ii. 

I Lib. VII., cap. ni., :u:ii., niii. 
~ Herod., lib. VII., cap. JU:vi. 
• Ibid., cap.. x:n.ii. 
, Ibid., cap. xlv. 

• Ibid., cap. xxvii • 
• Ibid.",eap. xxxiv. 
• Ibid.; cap. xx:u. 
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enormous re('d cables, and two others of hemp, well secured at !,-nd tnethodof 

the extremitit,s, were passed over each line of hoats from side ~~:'kpara. 
to side of the IIelIl·!;pont. Across these cahlf's, trunks of trees 
werc laid to support a platform, on which a deep cO\'cri'lj of 
earth wa.s placed; while barri('rs at the sides, to prokct the 
horses alld othcr <lnilllllls,! cOlllpleted this gigantic lIllocrtak ill;{. 
Although Olle part of the Lriuge afl'ordt'd a pass,lgt: for the 
troops, whil!;t thc ba~gagc ami the nUlllCrOtlS camp followers, 
which always ac\':otnl'any all A siatic army, hau the usc of'the 
uther, se\CU days ami nights were COl1f'Ullll'U ill passing into 
Thraee. The fled then proccedeu w\'stwaru through the The umy 
Dardanelles ill order t() renucl,vow:, at the Snrpedian Vr{ltIlOll- f=~~~IH. 
tory, whilst the army proeeedctl lIorth '('flstward by the Clwr:,u-
lle!'us, 311'1 aloug the (~ulf of i'rJt.]as to the plai' l of' Oorisclls, 
UPr(' X<'r)..es halted, ami the fl eet, ('ullsisti!l~ of nearly 3000 Xer.lKnUm_ 

. , - • ben; IIi. army 
\'<.'ssels, h~lll!{ drawl! up 011 tl!\, bC<1ch," the' lIulIIber of InSouthl!pluillof 

I' ll . II I I "I" D!n'iscu. o OWl'rs w~" a5~ertalll(, ( Jy t 1(' nOH' prO('('l'Ulllg 0 causing . 
the whole lIlultitude to pass ill slIeee."Sioll through a walled 
enclosure, which was of the nl'('es:,ary sil,(> to contain exadly 
10,000 men.' 

The b'Taphi<' details gil-en by H erodotus are admirably adapted 
to placc LeforI.' the illwgination thc gra1ll1eur of the spectacle 
cxhibitetl on the plaill of j) oriscll~ : whell, 1lI0unu>d 011 a 
splendid car, the monarch "i<;ik(\ 111 tllrn t1lC C()l)ti.llg(>l1tS fur· 
nished Lv the severn l natioHs within his dominiolls j' and sllhse· 
quently, "{i'om a throne raised Oil a SiuOllial H!<sel, r('viewed his 
tket, ~ which for this purpose was ranged in order of battle. 
Oil lam], the P er:;ian troops, wearing close-grained felt caps, Armamfllt 

wide trousers, Illany-eoloured tunics with slcn es, steel euirasses, ~e~~fiib.e 
hucklers, bows, quivers, and poniards in the girrUe, some of'~:n;r!:~" 
them also displaying" gold, others silvtr pomegranates,' led the AwyrW::; 
way. T The.M cdes followed, similarly equipped; then the 
Assyrians, and next the Chald(3Ils, both wearing linen cuirasses 
and brass helmets of an cxtr3.ordinary form; these were armed 

L Heron., lib. VB" cap. xxxvi. 
• Ibid., cap. ]X, 

~ Ibid, 
f Ibid., cap, bi. 

'''OL. II. 

• Ibid., cap, Iix. 
• IbitL, cap. c . 
• ]bio, cap. xli. 
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with javelins, poniards, and wooden clubs bristlinR with iron 
spikes.1 Aftcr them came thc Bactrians, the Indians, the 
Parthians, thc Ethiopians., the Armenians, the Lydialls, and 
others; the ArabR, wcaring girdles and allllJle drcsses,¥ bt'ing 
]as£ that tht ir camels might not frighkn the horses!. 

Nurnhersof The numbers were fouuu to be 1,700,000 ilJiimtry,4 and with 
the lWerublell lid" f' 1 '& I " ',I boiL tIe a< ItlOn 0 ea"a ry, mannes, c., t ll'rC prouav y was a ll 

Xerxes 
ad'l':lllCQ to 

nggr<-'gate of upwards of two millions and a half of fi.p;htillg men; 
the womell, eunuehs, and eamp fbTIowers, b<"ing {'stimatcu at an 
equal number;' but, as the result proved, Xerx.es had very few 
soldiers,G for although there was a regular p-adation of collunand 
from the chIC! of 10 up to the cOlilmander of 1O,QOO.' the 
invaders of Greece can only be regarded as a tumultuous ru,~(>IlI
blage, which, like a cloud of locust.o;, eovcrcd and cleva.r.,tatt...-d the 
country as they ad, allccd; aud the forced labour of the iuha
bitants for several months scarcely sufficl.'d to grind the vast 
quantities of' corn whirh had bccn collcct\'d at the different 
placcs.~ 

From thc plaillfl of Dori~cus this multitude adv:lnct'u towards 
the riYeT Strymoll in three bodicH; OlIC of these kept towards 
the interior; the celltre was led by X erxes himself, W~I(I 

forced the peo})lc to accompany him onward ; VI hilst the third, 
unucr Mardonius, followed the coast line, kccpiug: Ilcar the 
fieet.~ 

the pus of The land forces reached the clltra!lCC of the celebrated pass 
TherQIopyhe. 

of Therrnopyhc without meeting allY illterruptiou; but the fleet 
was less fortunate in the voyage thither, for it eneouutered. a 
storm by which 400 vessels were lost 011 thc coast of Magncsia.IQ 

The invading army found 4,000 Grl"eks, iucluding 300 
Spartans, under Leonidas., occupying that strong pass; the Beet, 
in which consisted the principa1 strength of the defenders, beillg 
statioued I)n the neighbouring coast of Eub~. Xerxes made 
several attempts to force the pass, which wcre successive1y 
defeated, and he found his whole host totally inadequate to 

, Herod., lib. VII., cap. Ixiii. 
I Ibid., cap. lx"xvii. 
! Ibid., cap. c1xXl:v" cb:xxvi. 
1 Ibid., cap. bni. 
• Ibid., cap. cui. 

I Ibid., cap. lxix. 
• Ibid., cap. h. 
I Ibid., ~p. ecx. 
,lbid., cap. em . 
L' Ibid., up. c:lC. 
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that object, till Epialtes showed a path by which the hill might 
he gained, and the pass turned: this object was at lellgth 
effected by Xerxes, afrer having suffered the loss of 20,000 
m CII.! 

At the moment whell Leonidas and his gallaut band perished 
so gloriously, a well·contested action was fought between the 
two flct!ts near Artel11isium.~ This proved to be a drawlI battle; Ra.ttle .o~ 
b I P o fi OIl dOd ~ f Artemlliillm ut tie crfHan ot] a was estlllc Ollee more to SUuer rom . 
the effects of a violent telllpCst, which iultllcdiately succeeded 
the fight, l and greatly lessened tlll~ superiority of thc P ersians 
over the Grecks in the more important contest then at hand.~ 
Xerxes »cillg at this jUllcture in possl'SSiOIl of Thermnpyhl', 
sent Ol]e portion of his troops to pillage the temple of Dclpho!", ~ Xene!l 
whilst he proceeded at the head of'the remainder to besiege the ~~;d:I~~ 
citadel of Athens, which Ill;! captured and burn!." The city Alhen5-

itself had been almost entirely aba1ldolled 011 the <lpproach of 
Xerxes, it being resolved to Illak~ til(" principal stand on board 
the fleet.1 All possible car allli attl'utiolt bad been bestowcd 
Oil the latt€'r bv Thelllistoelcs and Aristides; who had adyan· 
tagcously placed 3BO well-maIllltd \ cS3cIs' in the straits of 
Salamis. Here the shock took place, and a glorious victory Na?1 "i~tory 

o d hOd 10 I P 0 fl 0 h o(8&lall1U;. was game over t e rcmalll er 0 tie crsul.1l ee~ notwlt -
standing the enC'ouragclllcllt givl'1l by the presence of the 
sovereign, who witnessed the bravery and self·devotion of' the 
queen of Halicarnassus (Artemisa) and the other combatants, 
from a. comillandillg spot lIear the foot of Mount. .lEgaleos.' 

The loss of this battle imlllcdiately causL'<l that sort of de· 
spondency which is comlIlon with Asiatic princes when a reverse 
is experienced; and forgetting that he was still at the head of 
hi!> victorious IC'gions, Xerxes determined to make a retrograde ResnJt oCtile 

march forthwith to the Hellespont; whither he despatched the battle. 
remainder of his shattercd fleet in order to s{.'Cure and protect 

, Herod., lib. VIU., cap. XliI". 

• Ibid., cap. xii. 
I Ibid., cap. xuv. 
7 Ibid, cap. xli. 

• Ibid., cap. xi. 
• Ibid., cap. xiii. 
& Ibid., cap. Iii. and liii. 

• Ctesias say. there were 700 opposed to uplHmh of l ,UOO.-See Pllotiu~J 
History of Persia, cap. 26. 

• Herod., lib. VIlI., cap. iuxix, J:C. 
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the bridgt::. These arrangements having been made, X erxes 
retraced his steps by the same route alon~ which he had ad
vanced from Thessaly, where, agr('cably to his previous plans, 
the self-cotlfidcnt Marrioniu'l was left with the immortals, the 
cuirassier,"., aml other (,l!OSl'll troops, to the nUlIlber of :300,000 ; 
this {'hief' haying uudertaken to finish the wilr satitlfactorily,~ 

Xerxes 1I0W made forl'ed marches with till' remainder of his 
troor~, nud reached the H ei1espollt itl lorty-five dayR. after 
havillg suffered a severt' loss from }ll~gllc, .dysellkry/ alld 
scar{'ity of provisions; ,\ h ieh, (lWinK tu his ullcxJll'dcrl march, 
could not be prO\'idcd at till' tliffen': lIt. st.'ttiolls. as haJ been the 
C:l:,e when adYallcing. The bridge haying: been again ... CRrril.!d 
away by a It:mpest, til(' tC'mnant. of' thl' arlJ1Y crogscd the 
Hellespont in til t' fll't·t, and act'ompunieu Xcrx.cs to Sardis.· 
Durillg tl\f' terror-stricken haste of the king, thc Athcllians 
having refusE'd to suhlllit, thl' operations of his gl.!llcrai eOIll
menced in his n:ar. Martlonills marcill,d through lln'otia illto 
A ttica with his whole army, ;lIIt! hllI'llt cnrytl,illg, saercd as 
well as proiiUle, that had I'seapl.!tl tlw filry of his lIntster in the 
prf'ccdillg year;~ particularly at Athens and its viei uity. lIc 
then returucu intu Breotia, <tIIII ('Ilcamped 011 the river AWpUIl, 

whither he was followed by l--'allsanius alld Aristid(,s, with all 
the forces they could llJustcr, 

Afier cont.inu(.>{l manmuvtcs fur t('11 days, a feigned r('trcat of 
the Greeks brougbt about a glorious battle flear the tcmple of 
Ceres at Platrea, in which, after a protracted awl hloudy 
contest, MarJonius was killed; and the greater part of his arlllY, 
which, including the auxiJiari('ii:, amounted to about 350,000 
men,' was destroyed by the Greciall forces, scarcely mustcrin~ 
110,000.' 

The same day Oll which the troops of Xerx{."S were destroyed 
in Europe, the remainJer of his expcditiollary fleet and army 
experienced a similar fate in Asia. Lcotythidcs, who was 
invited by the lonians, left Sparta with a fleet for the purpose 

I Herod. , lib. VIII., cap. cvii. 
• Ibid., cap, Cll'\'. 

• Ibid., lib. IX., cap. Xlii. 
, Ibirl., cap, nix. 

t ILill., cap. c . 
• Ibid., cap. cnii • 
• Ibid., cap. xxxi. 
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of liberating the Grecian cities in Asia. Being unable to meet The Pe,..ia.a 

d . h I' h 1" 1 . b fieel &ud&11II1 an cope wit lIIn at sea, t e CrillallS SOllg It protection y 
beaching and entrenching their ships Ilear the promCll1tory of 
Mycalf', where they hnd the support of about 60,000 llIen, who 
had becn left hy Xerxes, under the command of Tigrancs, to 
defend Ionia. l Jnst at the momcnt whcll the Athenians and 
Lacedwmoni;ms wtre prqlarillg to make a double attack, Leoty~ 
chides resorted to the stratagl.:llJ of ('.ausill!; a courier to spread 
RIlIOllbrst the Grc;::ks, a rl"pOI't of the tlcstructioll of the Persians de&lmyed 

by tht'ir eonntrYIlll'1I in BQ'otia. B l'ing i!lUS cllcouragl'd, and PO!&!" Myeale, 
th ei r ordinnry rivalry increased to the utmost, they advanced 
to the att.a(,k, and at lellgth earri{'U the position which, after the 
IOlliuJJS took flight, was nobly ddcw.led by the Persians till 
tll('), wt'rc 'l.1I kilkd, fi~htjng hawl to haud behind the etltrellch~ 
lIlcnts. ~ 

The imllll'diatc result of this "ietory was th~ deli ... ·cr;Ulc~ ofxersesretirel 
h r · .. j' 1 J" k j" 1 j' d 105115&. t e olllan {'HI CS rom flc ('r:-lall yo·to; or, Illstt'at 0 en ca· 

,"(Jllring to regain his lost f!I'OUJHI, X erxes, 011 learnillg the fate 
of his thrces in ElIl'opc, 'lth'r ~i\'illg orders for the destruction 
of the Greck temples ill A !'ia, wit.h the iutt'lltion of' substituting 
thos(' of P ersia) sought his safety by proecl.:ding with haste from 
Sardis to 8usa j lea"ing J>hmllicia and the other maritime 
provinces to defclld thtlll!;civc:o;, The remnautof his prodigious 
forces tither relllaiucu ill the Europeall provinces of thl' empire, 
or returned as scat.tered fugitives to diHerent varts of Asia, In 
the Illean tillH', pur::iuing their SUCCCSSl'l'i, the Gret'ks under 
.A ristidcs anti Cilllon, tIro\"(' the P ersianf from Cyprus as well 
as irolll t.he IJ clJt.spout and Propontis: ByzantiliUl itself was 
mastered by rau:o;anim; after a RllOrt siege. 

011 reaching his capital, X erx.es abandoned himself to a life 
of pleasure, which continned till he was murdered at the insti- HiUlIllrder. 

gation of Artahancs olle of his officers. 
Thus ingloriously terminat.ed, about 470 D.C., a reign of 

neRr1y twenty-one years, which ill the commencement was 
remarkable for excessive vanity and ambition, mix-ed with 
cruelty and thoughtless profusion j and towards ib! cluse, for 
degradation and despondency. Tb(: character and the life of 
Xerxes present the most opposite extremes. The concentration 

I Herod,) lib. IX,) cap. xcv. I Ibid., oap. ci. t cii. 
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from the remotest parts of his dominions of a large fleet, and a 
vast army, with the abu'ldallt supplies provided for the voyage 
of the o~ and the marches of th t' other; the formation of bridges 
and the cxca, atiolJ of a canal for the pas<,uge of the fleet through 
Mount Athos, all undoubtedly indicate an enlarged mind; 
while his Egyptian {'anrpaigll, and {'\ ell the first part of the 
expedition to Greece, claim fi)r him the title of warrior, which 
IllS lIaOle was intended to signify . n{'~id(.'h thc!>e circumstances, 
the cOlJduct of this prince, jn bestowing" upon Pytheus heaps of 
gold in return for his splelldid hospitaJi~y and his prt'scnts to his 
father Darius, l besp{'aks generosity. But, OIl th(' oth('r hand, he 
"as gUllty of the utwoo,t harharity in putting to death the son of 
that citi7.ell ;~ he di<;~racl: (l hllllSclf hy his treatnwllt of tIl{' rem aim; 
of' Leonidas j and lIe fil!owed hi~ d(' <;pondellcy alld cowardice in 
quitting the 'Iilll}', <tntl ;tbanuonill!; 111" proj ('('ts ag:lin'it Gre('('(', 
while the ;:tilliost Il!tbouudcd re"Olm'l'~ of tilt' cmpirc were still 
at his commaml. The principal e\(,llt'i of fhil:; l11onarl'h's reign 
nre re<ordcd 011 the 1Il0llUlllcnts of Pcrsrpolis.' 

A~ tht! Mctlo·!lersiau ('U<:tOlll of naming a successor bad 1I0t 

been followed, Artaxcrxe.., thinl son of X erxes, af'tcr murdering 
Darius his ~lt.lest brother, usurped tllc thrune; Hystaspt,S the 
~t:eond 5011 being then itl charge ufthc UI"t;lilt satmpy of Bactriana. 

Artaxcrxes, or Abasucrus, v.ho is also calil·d M,lcrochir or 
LongimalJus, soon put an end to the civil war which had been 
fomented at home by Artabancs, and this chief was put to 
,lcath (B.C. 4iO). The prince was equally successful afterwards 
against his brother ill llaetriana, whom he dl'featoo, and wh'lse 
party he entirely ruined. Havillg thus secured quiet possession 
of the empire, Longimanus applied himself to its consolidation 
by the .reformation of abuses on tlle one hand, and on the other, 
the removul of such functionaries as were likely to be favourable 
to the two factions which he had overcome. He commemorated 
the establishtncllt of bis power by feastings and rejoicings, which 
continued at Susa for 180 days,' and concluded by a great 
feast of seven days, for all the people that were present in 
Shushan: in the same way Vashti the queen entertained the 
women in the harem. 

, Herod., lib. VII., cap, uvii.. and ,"01. I., p. 277. I Ibid. CIIop. xuil:. 
- See AppendiX (C,) to thlll volume. f Esther, chap. I., v. 4. 
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The grand banquet took place in the garden of the king's 
palace; the court opening into it being adorned with white, 
green, and blut' hangings, fastened with cords of fine linen and 
purple, to silver rings and pillars of marble. l On th~ last day 
of the entertainment, while under the influence of wine, the 
king, wishing to display the attractions of his royal partuer 
Lefore the asscmblt,u ~ests, commanded the pres('nce of the 
bcautifill Vashti; but as~ this would have been a violation ofTh~ q1leen 

. Vuhti 
eastern customs,. as well as an outra~(' on her dehcacy, the queen dIvorced. 

rcfusro to appcar/ and a divorce was the consequence of the 
wounded dignity of the monar('h. 

The attractions of Esther caused her to be chosen to succeed E5th~r 
Vashti, and it is more than probable that her iuflucnce over ili:e.to the 
Ahasuerus produced for her ('olllltrymell a f~lYourable change 
ill the selltiments of' the princt', who liberally supported Esdras 
and N dlCllliah; not on ly ill tlw commencemcllt of their labours, 
but lihwisc at a later period, \\h('n the decrE'c was issued for 
rcbudd iu:.; the w<lIl~ of .J cru'),d('m.J The filTlllf'r r.'ceiH-ci from 
Ahasucrtl<;, ill the seventh year of his rt:~ lgn, a ycry ample com- Ah3$\lern, 

· . . I . J I . d perm!t5 &d1'1lt miSSion, cmpowcnng lllll to return to erllsa em accompame to return to 
by a ll the people of his nation '\\ ho were so disposed, with JUlWllem. 

liberty to restore the temple of the J ews. At the same time', 
it mllst be observt:d, the attention of the king was directed at 
home to the maintellancc of the reliRion of Zoroaster. The 
early part of his rcign was distinF,uished by thc hos})itable 
reception anti gt'llt.'rous friendship btstowt'd by Artaxerxes on 
his encmy Thclllistodes ; whose banishme.lt was not., however, Friendly 

unconnectcd with evtllts which soon embroil ed llcrsia, oneeTh:;t;;oc':~ 
more, in a war with Greece. 

The government of Artaxerxes had been gradually acquiring 
strength "ince his acccssioll; and hoping to recover sallie of the 
authority of his predecessors over the maritime provinces, the 
king assembled, on the coast of Pamphylia, a fleet and an army, 
which were to hi' reinforced by eighty triremes r!OUl Phrenieia. 

I The CQurts (If t1H~ Pf'rsian palaces usually open into a spacious garden, 
"hic" would only require a splendid tent equipage, such all that of the lattl 
monarch, with its estensive enclosuNlll of variou~loured canvu, to complete 
tile preparations for the guests. 

• Either, chap. 1 ...... '12. 
• Eadru, chap. VIII., v. 21 ; Neb" chap. 1., v. 2, 



Forces of 
Arta.>: er~ e!I 
defe!lteJ by 
Cimoll. 

ns,i~t ch 
Egyptinus. 

B, C . 46:1 . 

200 DK4.TH OF AU'l'AXERX":S. [CHAP. VII. 

I nt.c1lig('ncc of these preparations ddcTmined Cimon, tile 
distinguished rival of Th~ll1istodes, to attack the Persians before 
they could be joined by the cxped.ed squadron, and he accord· 
illgly proceeded with a fl ('et and a hody of land forc!.'s to the 
ri ver Eurymcdoll on the ('oast of l'Cllll phylia, where he gained 
a brillian t' c\ouhl r victory o\'('r the r ersian fl eet and army on 
the ~;Hll C day. i ll the y('ar 470 H.C . 

T his SIlCC~'SS illduc~d the Atbcllinns' to scml Charctimis wi th 
t1wi r victorious fo rces to assist the rcvolt o( the E gypt.ians 
ullder I narus. In consequl'Jlc{' of' this support., that prince 
maintaiued his ground till II second alltl 1IIore powerfhl army 
wa." sent thithl'i hy Artnxl'rx C's, under the COll lllland of Mt'ga. 
hrzus, who SUtt'l'{·d ed ill redu{'ing: ti!C:' country to ~u hjcctioll after 
a' protracted war of !.ix ),(:a r:,; during whi('h' tilt' Athenians lost 
tWjl fl ects. B ut tiu..:,w l()ss(:~ w('rc a \Jl pi Y repaid by the successful 
wars ('arri(,c\ 011 botb bv sca alllI land hv tht' illustrious Cimoll; . . 

At1ue~n who at length reduced f\rtaxt'rxt's to the ll ecl.ssityof mak i ll g 
makPs peace. peace UII the most disadvtmtag:eolls t(' rm~. The AtiJ(:llians not 

oll ly :;('cllred the' h'eedom of tlte Grecian eiti(:s in Asia, hut 
likewise ohta iued othr r ('onditiolll' of importan('e, whieh were 
peaceabl y pre~ervcd duri ng- the life of A rtaxerxel'. Thi~ prince 
di ed slltldell ly, at. a time whell h(, was abou t til nrbitrnte hdwecn 

Death of 
Arta1en:es. 

two of the civil P OW(' I'S ill Greecl', Oil the subject of the ].Jelopo• 
ncsian war, X erxes, his ollly son by Ef,thcr t.he qUt'en, sue· 
ceeded hi III j hut he was almost i 1Jl ml'diately ~lfr.crward !'; lllllrlll'red 
at the instigation of his illegitimat.e brother, Sogdialllls, who in 
conscqucllcc gained the throne about the Y(',lr 425 n.c, frolll 
which, however, he was Jcp0:ied two years later by O ehus. 

lhriusNotbu. This prillc~, call ed hy historians Darius Nothus or th e 
reign. . Bastard, being the ill egi t.imate SOli of Artl.lxerxl;'s, r eif'ncd from 

423 to 404 11,C., without any other remarkable (,VCllts than the 
successive revolts of t.he Egyptialls, .Medcs, and J ... ydians, which 
were soon sUi?,Pressed. 

A short time before his death, Darius confided to his youn"ger 
son Cyrus the governmcnt of the ,,,estern part of Lesser Asia; 
and this circulllstance led to an importaut chain of events which 
endangered the safety of the empire. l 

1 See Appendix (D,) to this 'Vollime. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

TilE REIt.iN OF ARTAXERXY.S, !';ON OF DARiUS NOTHUS; INVASION 

OF CYlms, AND MAllc n O}' Tin: T EN THOUSAND GREEKS FROM 

BAHYLONTA. I'HO!'.1 404 TO 360 II.C. 

Nalureof F_'l.~I{'rn (~m·er!ml(·nl~.-Cyrn~ ajlpoiutl,'(\ Satrap of r~er Asia.
Origin of hi~ H"lwllion - Hi,; GO\'t!rnllll'nt aud Armamt'nl~.-Cyru~ 

advances through A~ia 1\IInor.-l1i, March fWIll Mynalld.ru~ 10 the 
Hi'('h Ohalus, til,· Dar,ldd:l., ,Uld F,nphratt ..... -Ad,l\uec flom Thap!'(lCus 
10 tlu' River Ara"l"~ :lIId T\Jwn, of Cor"Otc ami Carmanllre - :!IIarch from 
llit' Pilw tlJ\\'ani, lIah)lon.-Battlt' of Cllna\U, alld Death of Cyrus.
(JOlllmt'II('('mCllt (,f 11i(' R('treal.-'i'ht' Greek_ reach the M edian 'Vall, 
alHl cro~s Ih(' Hi' cr Tigri~ - Mard, tl> Opi" Laris.~.:'1, M~pi!a , aud Jcht>\ 
Jl\di.-Alh3.u{·c tlirulIg'h Knr<h~l,in tu the Rl"Ch C('ntritl;'~ ami Teleboas. 
-l'a;,~agl' of Ihtl Hl\Cr~ l·;ul'hraltl~. l'ha.~i~. lUld n"rpasus.-Ad\ll.llce tu 
G} muia." and l\l"uut Tlwdll'~ - March 10 'i'rcbil.Uwle alld Ccra.~unt--i 
Ttl!' MIl~~yllreci, (lhal }lx"l, ali(I TilMrl'l1i'I!I~.-Cily of Cotyora.-Voyage 
tu IJarrnClle, and llil'nct' .\lullg the C .... a,t of I'..Ipld,\~unia to 1II:'raclea,
Sl'paralioll ami Dtifea t of tht, l;red.~.-Thc GTI,d.~ Tc-unite and Defeat 
tilt' Trof)p~ tlf Phal'l13b.l1.u", -Till' U rct:l.., juiu &utlws, and take service 
uud.'r Ih,' La('ptlamu)I1iam.-Xcllopholl rc~jg- lls the Command.-Stone uf 
G ICt'Ce and ,.\sia at th l' clo~e of fill' King" Ucign. -Character ami Death 
of Artaxcnes . 

Tm: e' cnt'l connc('tcd with the close of the reign of Darius 
N othus, and the commencement of that of his sU('cessor, are of 
the greatest intercst to the inquiring mind, 011 account of the 
graphic illustrations which they furnish of the principles as 
well as of the practical workings of eastern monarchies. These ~genet'llti,. 

d h 
.. prilleiplo:t <I( 

poss~ss, 011 the one han , t e power which 111 the abstract euler" 
belongs to despotism, and, on the other, the lPild and rege-- go"eMlwent&. 

nerative principles, inseparable from the patriarchal system on 
which they are based. It is true, that an eastern sovereign is 
absolute, llnd frequent1y tyrannical; but "'hilst thp f!'lscinations 
of unlimited power must tend to foster this feeling, he cannot 
altogether forget that he should be the father of his people; 
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Rnd this, as a redeeming point, appears to be the {'hief' e3use 
that those monarchies are upheld, and even restored, under 
,"'cry adverse circuillstan('cs. 

D.r;IL'INmhu. Darius Nothus, partly to lessen his cares by the subdivision 
di .. itl~ h" 

of his gigantic empire, but chiefly to gratify his queen, confided twpire, 

the satrapy of l.Jcsser Asia to her fnxouritc SOil Cyrus. This 
arrangem~lLt, if permanent, would still have left, on the decease 
of Darius, th(' extensive empire of Eastern Asia, as the !'hare 
of the elder son. Such appears to have heen the intention of 
the monarch, whilst tht· object of l'arYRatis was to enable her 
younger son to obtain the empi re of Cyrus the Great; to 
which, hy the laws of' rt;rsia, he wfts entitled, in con!'cqucnce 
of having been born after his father's llece<:lsion to t~e throne. 
His brother came into the world prcviouf>ly to that event. 

Cyr:u~ extend!! The territory westward of the river Halys comprised 
hllllDnUellCtl Ph .. C·I·· C· I h . . d d . iD Mia Mi"or. ceoH:la, I ICla, aria, all( ot cr marltllnc cpell cnCH.:S, 

and its ruler was enabled to exercisc a powerful control over 
the Athenian, the Lactda>lllonian, and other Greek States, 

.'hirh had then recently u('quircd politic-al importance; and 
grf'at as was the power. thus obtained by the youthful Cyrus, it 
was much increased by his generous dispusitioll, and the amplc 
funds at his disposal. lIe strengthened himself by his alliances 
with the Greek governors in Asia Minor; and by subsidizing 
Lysander, he cnabled the Lacl'da'lllollians to ~vcrcorue tllc 
Athenians, and terminate a war of' twenty~seven years duration. 

Heilll'ecalled He had not, however, been long in Lesser Asia, when he 
b, the kiDg. 

B.c.~. 

was summoned to his father's court, nomiually all account of 
the king's illness, but in reality, either because he had put to 
death two nobJe Persians, relatives of Darius, for some want of 
respect shown to him as viceroy, or because some intimation 
had transpired of those designs, which he afterwards carried out. 

The prince obeyed the summons with much reluctance; and 
eithet: from misgivings concerning the reception he might 
experience, or merely to swell the pomp of' his journey, he 
took with him Tissaphernes. and 800 heavy-armed Greeks,' 
with other portions of the forces he was levying, and pro--' 
ceeded .lowly toward. SUS&. 

1 Xenoph., Anabuil, 1ib. I., cap. i . 




