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a bay of tho same name,. and now, as in the time of Nearchus, 
only affording fish and water. From thenc~ the fleet sailed The Sed 

d- h f T - C C ~."c. .. 300 sta la to t e promontory a ars}flS, now ape ertes or CeH«, and 

Ras J erd; and from thence it made 300 stadia to Catrea., a 
harren rocky island at the extremity of Carmania, which is 
saered to Mercury and Venus j probably Kenn or KeYs, an 
island next in importance to ~ishm.J Proceeding onward 40 
stadia the fleet came to a place upon the Persian shore called 
lIas, now Chirbo, opposite to which was the island of Caican~ 
urus, which forms a haven, now the channel inside of J nded.bia., 
ur Hindenibi, an island almost without cultivation.~ N carchna. 
lI('xt arrived at an inhabited island where he says pearls arc 
fuund, nuw Bushcab; alltl 40 stadia from this station the fleet 
cntcrt...o. a convenient harbour supposed to be that at the western 
t;xtremity uf the same island.3 From thence the fleet sailed to 
Ochus, a high mountain promontory, probably l-tas N abend, arrivel at the 
where it found a safe haven inhabited by fishermcn, HOW called ::r;f AI­

fht:' bay of Alsaloo. 
Procceding onward 400 stadia the flect r('aehed Apostani, a 

harbour in which they foulld mallY ships at allchor, and where 
then' was a village 60 stadia from the shore.4 This haven is 
prQbably represented by the .bay of COIigoon, on the western 
~ itl(' of Cape Berdistall or V ('rdistaII: the Ilext station, called a 
noted bay, with DlaIlY villages at the foot of a moul\tain,~ seems 
to be that formed between MOllsaly island and Uas MOllsaly. 
Thence the fleet passed on about 600 stadia further, and 
cmchored at the mouth of the brook of Areon in the country 
of Gogana, which most likely is represented by the existing 
small town of Cogoon. The next st.'l.tion, about SOO stadia 
from thence, was Sitakus, where the fleet found plenty of corn 
and other supplies which the kinS" had provided for their use; 
and being a safe harbour, the ships remained twenty-one days The,bipsre.li.C 

to repair and refit.° This station iO doubt is represented by :~:i~~d' 
Shebr. 

I Vol. V., p. 279, of Royal Geographical J oumal j and see above, Tol. I., 
p.230_ 

I Liout. K6mplhorne, vol. V., p. 281, of Royal Geographical JoufllaJ. 
I Ibid. • Arrian, Ind., cap. lI.uviii . 
• Ihid. • Ibid. 
vnl. , II. 2. 
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the well-known port of Abu Shehr or Bushire,' which being the 
only safe haven on this part of the coast, was on this account 
chosen fili this important object by Alexander himsdf. 

Advancing' from thcncl:, the fleet made 750 stadia to Hierates, 
a place well inhabikJ, and having a canal called Heratemis, in 
whil,h the fleet \\ as accOllllllouatcd ;~ probably the present Bander 
Ucicht. !:'lOllS PO!>hOOll, or Cape Bang, appears to rcprcs~nt 
the pellillsulu of Mcsambria, Hear the river Podargus; and 
Cool-b,wd-crcck seems to be ill the vicinity of azwther station, 
at about 200 stadia distance, callet.! Taocc. lI eaf the mouth of 
the river Grallis; at which there is a palace of the l)crsian 
monarch 200 stadia from thE:' coast.3 Two hundred stadia on­
ward, the fleet reaeht..-d the moutb of the river RagolJis, where 
it fouud a safe haven, I posl'iLly Oll l' of' the two Kh~)rs, a little 
way eastward of RilS e] Tomhc; awl from tlH)u,ce it ",ade 
400 stadia to thc lllOllth of thc Brizalla river.~ J..'rom this 
spot, most lihly Bander Ddt'lIl, by taking advalltage of the 
tide, the fleet allchorcd at till' mouth of the Arosis, which being 
the larger.t river met uy Nearchus, and having the Persian 
territories Oli olle side, with those of Susiana on the other, is 
doubtless r~'prcsellt.cd by thl' 'J'iib or ludj,ilJ." 

Jlltrieacy of The difficulties previously ellcfJunh.:rcd in navigating the low 
thevoy&gl'OD 11 "1 f" S " 1" d f" h the caul or a I1VI(l coast () USJaIl<l great y lU('rca~l' rom encc, and arc 
SwiaJJl. made prominent in tIl{' llarrative of'tlll' admiral, who mentions 

the use of huge post';, and pieces of timuer, to guidc the vessels 
through these intricate challllcls,r 'Ve aho perceive, and it lHay 

also be infcrn-d, that a separate illdcp('IHlclit goverumcnt pre­
vailed in this territory, like that of the Sheikh of Cbaab 11t 

present.' 
About 500 stadia from the estuary of the Arosis, the fleet 

ancbored at the mouth of a luke called Kataderbis, which was 
well stored with fish, a!ld had a small island called Margastana 
lying opposite. The fishi~ inlet called Kh6r MuS&, and the 

I See above, vol. I., p. 209. 
• Ibid, 
~ Ibid. 
1 Arrian, Ind., cap. xli . 

, Arrian, Ind., cap, U.DX . 
• Ibid • 
• See above, vol. I., p. 202. 

• The Susian8 live according to their own lawt.-Arrian, Ind., cap. xl.; 
lee above, vol. I., p. 202. 
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island of Derah, as well as the narrow channels, appear to cor­
respond j and the distance on the map, of thirty miles by the 
wiudillgs, is nearly three·fifths of that given by Nearchus, or 
about the general proportion between the positive and the com­
puted distanccs of this part of the voyage. 

From Kataderbfs the fief't advanced through narrow channels Termination 
. th ,.. f' '00 .,. I I .. h ofthe1'oytge. 
lR e smne ulrectlOn or 6 staUla, no I ou )t expcrtenclIlg t e 
grcat('st difficulty ill kccping clear of' the Alic MCldan balik, 
and not dariug tn put into any port for the cr('ws to refresh 
thelllsc1v(·s. Keepillg off thl' shore that !light and all the next 
day, it made 300 stadia, or 900 in all, llnd from Kat:ll1el'bls' it 
callie to a slllall villaf,:"c in the Babylonian territories named 
j)iridutis (Tcrt'{loll); Iwd thus 'HtS completed olle of the most 
,Inriug voyages 011 record. The port at which they had arri .... ed 
was not unknown, being frequented 1,y thc Arabian merehants 
who transported thith('r their frankincI'lise aud other spices for 
sale. The dist,11J(,C n'olll the mouth of the river to llahylon 
was estimated at 3,300 stadia, or :130 lIliles j~ by the Euphrates 
its('lf it would he.allout 354 miles, or ll('afly i4 more than by the 
PalJacopas, wbict. is 2BO wil('fl, illl'ludin!! Ihe distance along the 
]~uphratcs from its secant.! or lower head to l :IiJMh. The fleet, 
in following the windings of the <:halllld, Blight be carried much 
beyond the Shatt d 'Arab, which is easily lllil>sed, and thus it 
might have reached tl1l' SUppos(·d lIlouth of the J>allacopas oppo-
site to the island of Boobiall. It je; probabh> that the channel 
westward of the latter was the passage used by the vessels pass-
ing from Gerrha to Teredon. The site of the latter city, the Tered«llUp­

supposed work of N cbuchadn czzar, 3 is p~csumeJ. to be at J ebel ~ ~t 
Samim, a gi,;antic monnd ncar the Palla copas branch of the 
Euphrates. This spot is about 23 mih·s S.S."'W. of Ba~rah, 13 
ur 14 S. hy 'V. of Zobci'r, and llearly 18 milcs N.'V. of the sup-
posed (.'St.uary opposite the island of HooLiau, near the Kh6r 
'Abd-ullah; but at the time ill question the latter may bave been 
near, or even have touched Jebel Samiru. 

At Diridotis, N earcbus receiveu a messenger bringing news 
of the approach of Alexander, wherefore the fleet steered some-

I Arrian, Ind" cap. xli. I Ibid . 
• 'EmebiuaJ (rom AbydenulI, apud Grotium, lib. III., cap. xvi. 

2A2 
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what backward in oruer that it might sail by the river Pasitigris 
to meet the army.! 

We are told2 that, keeping the country of Sus a on their left 
hand, they passed through the lake by which the Tigris empties 
itself, and thence 600 stadia 011 ward to a village of the Susians 
called Agines, which is 500 stadia from Susa.3 Now the latter 

The Pasitigris territory would have been equally on the left, whether Diridotis 
:~~'Ka~~~ be were situated on the Pallacopas or on the Shatt el 'Arab, and 

there would have been the same necessity for the'fleet "to steer 
somewhat backward," in order to enter the Pasitigris; whose posi­
tive geography, if this river be represented by the river Karun, 
will be found to correspond with the movements of the fleet. 

The bed of the lake, once formAd, according to Polybius, 
by the Choaspes, Eulreus, and Tigris, may still be traced.· 
It extended over most part of the country lying between Diri­
dotis and Agines (Ahwciz), and its waters were discharged by 
the separate channels of the Euphrates, or rather by the Sha~~. 

Former bed of e1 'Arab and Karun. The old bed of the Karun exists below 
the Karun. the site of the lake; and, no doubt, served th~ fleet in ascend· 

ing to the latter, whose waters appear to have terminated 600 
stadia from Agines, ~ or about the existing village of Isma'ili. ; 
where, in fact, the ground becomes. a little more elevated. 
Agines itself is stated to be 500 stadia from Susa, and the sup­
posed site of Ahwciz is 42 miles from thence by tILe air line, and 
47 miles along one of the ancient bed ' of'the SMpur, following 
its suppo ed course from Susa till it met the IGrlm at Ahwaz.6 

On receiving fresh news of the king's appra1wh, which seems 
to have occurred after ascending the lower part of the Pasitigr:s, 
N earchus continued his voyage to the bridge, newly built for 

The fleet the king's forces to pass towards Susa, where he met part of the 
::'~htuP to army. In obedience to orders, N earchus7 proceeded to wait 

upon the king at Susa, probably going by land; as the passage 
of the fleet is not mentioned; but being afterwards at the city, 

I Arrian, Ind., cap. xlii. I Ibid. 8 Ibid. 
• Ainsworth's A syria and Babylonia, p. 194. Parker, 1838. 
a Ibid., p. 193; Arrino, Ind., cap. xlii. 
• above, vol. I., pp. 198, 199. 
7 D, Exp .. lib. VH., cap. v., and Ind., cap. xlii. 
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it must have ascended either by the ancient Shapur or Shawer 
, river, or else by the canal of the ShaH el Maktliah (cut river), 
which once connected the rivers Kerkhllh and Karun.1 

The distances Biven by the admiral in his account of the ~puaU" 
voyage from the Indus, only approximate in two portions Of

dllllmeel
• 

the coast, and those the shortest, namely, along the Arabitre 
and Oritre. Throughout the rest of the voyage they do not, 
however, by any means correspond with those determined by 
maps laid down from the recent surveys. 

Carefully following the sinuosities, the distances are :-

GeogTl\phical Stad' 
Miles, lao 

From the P~ttee, mout,h of the I~dus, to } 104 to 108 or 1 080 
Sonmcany and the rIver ArabJUs, " 

Fro~ Sonmeany to Cape Malin, on the} 108 to no, or 1,100 
Orltrean coast. . . . . . • 

From Cape Malin to Cape.Jask, on the} 447 to 449 or 4490 
coast of the Ichthyophagl . ' . . " 

From. Cap~ ~Iioik to Cape. Nabon, the} 400 to 402 or 4020 
anCIent lImIts of Carmama . . . " 

From ?ape Nabon to t~e Indian or} 298 to 300 or 3,000 
Arosl5, on coast of PerSIS . . . ' 

From the Arosis to the PaUacopas or} 
coast of Susiana, following the Khors 112 to 115, or 1,150 
and passages in and out • . . • __ 

14,840 

Nearcbns 
gives 

1,000 

1,600 

10,000 

3,700 

4,400 

2,000 

22,700 

It thus appears that the actual length of the voyage is hut Length of the 

about two~thirds of the estimate of N earchus; and taking this N'!~~::' 
proportion from Cape MalIn to the PaUacopas, and allowing 
ten stadia to the geographical mile, the stations mentioned may 
in general be traced. 

It appears that so soon as N earchus was despatched to com~ 
plete his great enterprise, Alexander moved westward, where 
his pre&encc was urgently required to' put an end to the mis~ 
government aod irregularities which had sprung up in his 
absence. The main body was committed, with the elephants, to 
Hephrestion. with directions to march by the longer but more 
convenient route along the coast, that is, in a south-south~westerly 
direction to Laristan, passing, according to tradition, through 

I See vol. I., pp. 195, 199. 
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Benarooz and Be-ruz.1 Alexander, at the head of some infantry, 
a few bowmen, and the companion cavalry, crossed the hil1s by 
a direct line to Pnsagarda. Finding that the tomb of tht> great 
Cyrus (Madcr-i-SoJcuwln Y had been plundrred during his air 
senee, of the ('ups, s('imitars, jewels and oth<·f valuabl('8, with 
the exception of the golden coffin, which the robbe-fs had not 
been allh· to carry off, I Alexander left Aristobulus to restoff' 
everything to its former state, and build up the door with solid 
masonry. and proceeded to Perscpolis and Pasargada, whose 
melancholy fuius cauf;cd him l!lurh rq~rct. IIrfc the misgovern-

O~iDeti put to ment 'Was speedily rClll~dit...J. by putting Orsincs to dt'ath for 
:O~~~:e~t oppression and miscondud; lUlU 1'ellccstns was appointcd to 

succeed to the satrapy, as a reward for his f.'tithful sen ices ill 
defending Alexander's life at the lllO!:.t critical mOlUcnt among 
the Malli.· 

After a short delay Alcxalluer continUl'd hie; Itlarch, most 
likely along the route by wbi('h he harl origi llally advanced, 
through th(' SUSillil roeks to the bridg,e mer the KanJn or Pa­
sitigris, going fi'om thenc(' to Susa. H cre he was ~pl'ed ily 
joillcd by N carchus and Oncsicritus, and in all probability by the 
vessels also, for there i:. littlc douht that their crew" were prcscllt 
when sacrifices were ofllm.:tl for tile safd) of the fleet and army: 
these wcre ,as u.:.ual, arcOIllpanicd by the exhibition of various 
kinds of sports, to comlllCtllOrate the acc()mpli~hment of' the 
voyage, .and a scarcely less extraordinary lllarch~ through tile 
desert. 

The fate of Orbines awaited the satrap Abulitt's and his SOil , 

on the a(.Cusation of the Sm,ialls for plundering their telllpk~ 
and opprt'ssing the pcopk.r. Like many other satraps, they had 
thus acted ullder the belief that Alexander would llot return to 
have a day of reckonillg, and exercise control over those whom 
he had plaCt'd in authority. But Alexander was not only de· 
termined to punish the guilty, whether Macedonians or those of 
other nations, with impartiality, but also to make a strong effort 

I See vol. 1., p. 228. I Ibid., p. 209. 
a Arrian, Exp., lib. VI., cap. xu. • Ibid • 
• Arrian, Ind., Ctl!'. xlii., and~xp., lib. VI., cap x:tiii., xxiv . 
• Ibid., lib. VI • cap. ux. 
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to settle the government of his vast empire. The basis assumed, 
was at once novel and difficult, being the removal of na­
tional distinctions, and of the assumption Ly the Greeks of 
superiority over conquered nations. Whilst in Egypt, he fanncd 
the project, which he was now about to put in uecution, of 
bringing the people of his vast empire to coalesce as one nation, 
enjoying equal rights alH] privilege!>, though differing in religions, 
language, and manners j and marriagps were to be part of the 
meaus of acco;nplislling this great 0hjvct. Alexander had al­
rcady availed himRclf of the Macedollian custom of taking a 
wife from another stat(' ; alld .15 the Greeks were more than 
likely to be influenced by his example, he married BarsiHe or lie "!1larrie. 

Statira. He disposNi of many IIOLl c lllaidt.'llS to HClln;.cstion, slatJra. 
Ncarchus, Craterus, alll.l other~; and about 10,000 of' his people 
OlPJleared to receive th{·ir brides at a public weddill g, including 
tha.t of the lIIonarch. This was ccl(·Lratcd in the P ersian man-
ncr, with five days' fcstivitil?fl; aud not (Jnly were dowries 
bcstow('{l UPOIl all, but Alcx:tIIdcr took this npportunity of 
paying the debts of his soldiers, to tIl{' amount, it is supposed, of 
five millions sterling. ' This was followed by the distribution D;,tributes 

f h d h . I .. t,honorary re­
o onorary crownS, all S()nH~ c fllll;t's 111 t lC orgalIlzutIoll 0 oompeJDCS, 
the army; the objl'ct of which will presently he seen, and fur 
which the Epigoni, and the le.·ies trained in the Greeiau disci-
pline, afforded ample materials. 

·The partial us(' of the rcrsian language in the army, and the 
adovtion of the Maccdoniall dress by A siatics, gave umbrage to 
the Europcall soldi{'rs; and cven the exercise of justice towards 
barbarians was a serious ground of com:'laint with the Macedo· 
mans. But, as win bl? seen, Alexander was prepared to meet 
the discontent which bad been for some time ready to break out 
in the army. 

The grand project of opening, 01' rather extending, the exist- Reorpuia-
. . h' liouor"", mg commerce WIt eastern countrieS, was only second to thc ann,.. 
projected change by which tbe conqueror purposed, quietly, to 
substitute for the Macedonian army a more gen~t'al organization 
of troops to he raised amongst the most warlike nations then 
under his dominion. 

, ATria)}, Exp., lib, VII., cap, iv" v, 
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The employment of mercenary troops had long prevailed 
both in Macedonia and Greece, and the extension of this system 
was in fact adopted by Alexander soon after his career of con­
quests COO1menced.~ The Agcma, it will be remembered, did 
good service at the Issus, as well as in the subsequent struggle 

MOUllted at Arbela. To these the mounted archers and other levies were 
an:hersadded dd d 'h 'f tl ,. 1 ' 'A' h to the army. a e j wr t e practICe 0 le ])rmCipa natlOtJ~ III Sla, t e 

Medes and Persians, had gradually overcome the prejudices 
entertained in the outset by Alexander against that spC'cics of 
troops. But we arc nowhere informed at what period, during 
the retrograde march from the Hyphasis, the more sweeping 
change was planned. It has jU!;t been SCl'1l that it was first 
developed at Susa, where it was based upon a wide system of' 
intermarriages, whf'n his own ullion with Statira gave him an 
additional claim to th~ throne of Darius. 

Proo(uhlta The other part of his plan, trade with India, Ul,doubtcdly 
lrade WIth •• d ')1)' 'od h 'be ) d India ...... orlglllate at a sb l'ar I('r perl .-- aVlng en cOlltemp ate 
:i:~ contem· when the- Egyptian Alexandria was ordered to be constructed; 

and the project itself must have been matured to Ii ccrtaiu ('xt{,llt 
during his stay in Egypt, sincr, in offering sacrifices to the gods 
at Cillutas on the Indus, Alexander liIHlOunced that it was in 
conformity to directiolls given him by the oracle of Amlllon. l 

This circumstance also demonstrates that a visit to the shores 
of the eastern ocean had then been contemplated. The prayer 
offered that his 8eet might prosperously make the voyage from 
the Indus to the Euphratcs, Tigris, &c.,' affords another argu­
ment; and the desire expressed as he passed through Pasargada 
and Persepolis to examine the two last rivers,s completes the 
chain of circumstances. 

Alexander commenced the intended voyage by going on 
board the fleet, which lay ready at Suaa, with his targeteers, the 
Agema, and some part of the auxiliary horse: with these be 

Alauder sailed down the river Eulceus, leaving the greater part of bis 
delOtlldt tbe zu.a.. forees to march under Hephmstion. When not far from the 

mouth of this ,tream, he left those ,hips which were out of 
order, and taking the best, he sailed out into the ocean; after-

I Arrian, lib. Vr., cap. xix. 
• Ibid., lib. VII., cap. i. 

tI Ibid . 
, 



C1lAP. XI.] AL"EXANDER ENTERS THE TIGRIS 361 

wards, having entered the Tigris, he was joined by Heph~stion 
and the rest of the fleet, which for this purpose passed through 
a canal (now the 1:Iafar) cut from the river he had descended. 1 

A reference to the maps Nos. 10 and 11 win at onee show 
that if the river here mentioned, namely, the Eulreus, wereTheEnlll'u. 
represented by the modern Kerkhah, into which Alexandt:r ~':i~~Ylh'" 
might have passed his fleet trom Susa, by means of a canal, the KartiD. 

stream would at oncc have qp.rried the vessels into the lower 
part of' the TiS-ris, without the nece!'sity of entering the latter 
river from the ocean, and the whole of the equipment would 
have been ready to ascend the latter stream without the neces· 
sity of entering it, as it is stated, through a canal.: These 
objectiolls do not, however, apply to the K;irun Jlroper, illto 
which it will be seen from the map, that the fleet could have 
pa.ssed by two different channels, namely, either by a canal from 
Susa into the river Kerkhah, alld from thence by thc MaktUah 
canal into the KarllIl. or, mOrE' directly, along the river Shapl"tr. 

Presuming that it was the latter, Alexauder would have been 
carried along this stream from the wlllls of Susa into the K arun 
Ilcar Agines; auu following this river, then probably known 
first as the Eulreus, and afterwards as the Pasitigris, the fleet 
would pass through the lake, and again illto the lower river, or 
old Kart'm. which 110 doubt was the principal stream, although 
scnding a bifurcation westward. Along thc latter, Alexander 
sent the smaller and damaged vessels towards the J:Iafar canal, 
and descended, with thosl:: which were more efficient, along the 
greater arm. OJi reaching the sea through the estuary of the 
Karun or Pasitigris, he turned westward, 'lnd ascended the Shat~ 
el 'Arab to the western extremity of the l:Iaf8.r, from whence, 
being rejoined hy the rest of the fleet, he proceeded to the spot 
where Hephrestioll and the rest of the army were encamped. 
}'rom thence the united forces ascended along the trunk of the 
Tigris as far as the city of Opis; whose site may be looked for opi. probably 

a little below the ruins of Samarrah. or in about 340 5' N. L.: ::-~::i!~' 
but Arrian gives no particulars of this 'voyage, except that 
Alexander commanded all the weirs aud other obstructions, 
which had impeded his ascent, to be removed, and the chal1nf!1 

I Arriall, lib. VIl., cap • .-ii. t Ibid. 
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to be cleared.1 No doubt the bunds or dykes, which at intervals 
raise the water to a higher level for the purpose of irrigation, 
are alluded to, and some ofthese, such as those still to be seen 
below Opis, on the affiuent of'the 'Adhlm,· and others higher up 
in the Tigris,3 which run from :.ide to side of the river, might 
have been mistaken for defensive works j but this could scarcely 
have been the case with the ordinary irrigating walls, since they 
overlap and leave a passage in the,.centre to accommodate boats 
or rafts; and through these, no doubt, the fleet of Alexander 
passed on this occasion. . 

The removal of these walls would have been favourable to 
navigation; but in other respects it was detrimental, and par­
ticularly so by diminishing the produetions of the country, to 
the increase of which the skill and industry of the Assyrians 
had been so successfully directed.~ 

Here unfortunately a blank occurs in the narrati,'c uf Arrian 
and other historians respecting thc fiNt part of the march from 
Opis, and even the cam,e of its being undtrtaken. It is, how­
ever, tolerably clear from the hIStory of DlOdorus Siculus, that 
the movelllent into Media instead of being homeward, brought 
things to a crisis by causing a deeided outbreak, the whole army 
mutinously calling out to be discharged, and adding, in derision, 
that Alexander might ellllst another Father Ammon for his 
future campaigns. Although Alexander could not have been 
quite unprepared for this conduct, never were his intrepidity and 
presence of mind so conspicuous as on this trying occasion; for, 
descending from the tribuna~ he rushed into the crowd, followed 
by those immediately round his person, and seizing thirteen of 
the ringleaders, he caused them to be executed on the spot.~ 

This being donc, Alexander returned to the tribunal, where he 
made an eloquent address to the troops, then terrified into a 
state of sullen silence and astonishment. He recounted what 
tbey bad been, and the glorious conquests of' the world which 
made them what they then were, having himself no otber dis-

I Arrlaa, lib. VII, cap. vii. • See ILbove, vol. I, p. 30 . 
• Ibid., p. 21. • &quel, chap. XIx.. . j 

• Compu'e Atrian, lib. VII., cap. vill .• with DJod, Sic., nbt XVD., 
cw. 1m., aDd QGillt. Curt., lib. X., cap. iii. 
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tinction, after leading them over plains and mountains, lands 
and seas, than the purple robe and diadem: he added, in con~ 
elusion, that all were welcome to return, and relate at home, 
that after sharing in all these glories they had deserted their 
king, leaving him to the care of the barbarians, whom, with him, 
they had conquered. 

After thus expressing himself, he hastily retired, and for Pert;~ nob!" 
three days remained secluded in his palace; but not idle, for :r:.fOu.. 
at the expiratic;n of that time, being still without concessions the 1""1· 

from the army, be summoned the P ersian nobility to the palace, 
alld as the 30,000 Epigoni, and a similar number of other 
traiued Asiatics, all in the prime of life, furnished ample means, 
he proceeded to execute the plan which had been gradually 
formed, of dispensing with the service!;; of the Macedonians, and 
admitting the Asiatics to those common rights which had been 
hitherto denied by their conquerors. Accordingly he selected 
for the command of the se,'eral bodies of his army, chiefs from 
the diftcrent provinces of Persia, who assumed the rank and 
distinctions of the Greeks. In addition to thc Persians already 
admitted into the royal companion cavalry, he formed a body 
of royal compauiou infantry, and another of noble Persians, who 
were called Argyraspides, from their silver shields. But the Th~ Arnr .. 

II' . b I f I P . b d pi~ fOrJQed. most ga mg clrculllstance was t c renewa 0 tie er81an 0 y~ 

guard called royal kinsmen, who alone, in former times, had 
the privilege of saluting the king of kings. This produced the 
most decided effect; for after remaining two days under arms, 
the troops hurried in a body towards the gates of the palace, 
and having piled their arms to show the "lature of their appli-
cation, they loudly impl()red the king to come forth, and deelared 
their readiness to give up the surviving ringleaders. The king's 
victory being thus complete, a reconciliation followed, with a Aiuaadet" 

public banquet for Greeks and Asiatics; and the establishment i:M::;t: 
of a separate force under Asiatic officers, henceforth enabled Diu Mlldms. 

Alexander to preserve a balance between his olt! and new Bub-
jects, in conformity with the plans which he intended to carry 
OU~ 

A selection was now made of the MacedolliaJ.1s and otile" 
who were incapacitated for active service, more than 10,000 of 
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whom were sent hOllle under Craterus; this favourite and dis.­
tinguished veteran being appointed, in order to remove the diffi~ 
eulries caused in the home government by the imperious and 
ambitious conduct of Olympias. 

Unfortunately, the sllcceedi1lg part of Arrian's history is 
deficient., and Quintins CUTtillS equally fails. Diodorus Sicul~ 
however, partly supplies tilt; blunk, at least from Susa onward; 
Lut we arc quite left to coujecturc the route by which A]ex~ 
ander proceeded from Opis to that capital. 1t is dear I that 
the meeting and subs(lqucnt despatch of' the invalids took place 
at Opis, whither the vcssds had ascellded. The circumstance 
of the fleet being on the spot, ann at ont> of the heads t of the 
famous .Nahrawan, and wah'r cnmmuIJieatiolls being the par. 
tieular ohject of' Alcxander, it is not impossible, as already 
hinted,3 that Alexander, with some of the flotilla which came 
from the Indus, may have passed alollg the canal ill quci;tioll 
into the aJll'ient Choa~pcs; amI this is the more probable, since 
it is stated that part of the fleet which afterwards ass{'mbled at 
llalJylon had been brought thither from the l'crsian sea by 
the river Euphrates.4 

For some cause or other, his pr('sencc having been caJl{'d for 
in Media, Alexander march(·J thither from Susa; taking the 

Uoote to SU5A. easier but longer rouw, which for some time skirts the southern 
side of the Zagros, he passed through the villagt>s of Charras 
and Sittacene in four days to SamlJana. At this place, which 
appears to be represented by the ruins of Samarrah, once tbc 
capital of Masabadall,~ Alexander halted seven days, and in 
four marches reached Cdome, a Breotian colony, which, in the 
time of the expedition of Xerxes, settled at tJlis place, noW 
Sirwan, or Keilun.1 After halting some days, the army 
resumed its march towards Baghistane (the place of gardens), 
a very fine country, producing everything required for the 

I Arrian, Exp., lIb. VII., cap viii. to xi. 
• .At Kaim. See vol. J., pp 27,28. 
• Ibid. 
• Arrian, Exp., lib. VJI., Ctl.p. xix. 
, Diod . .sic., lib. XVII., cap. Ixvli., aDd M.ejor RawlilltOn, Yol. 1.1.., 

p. 59 of Royal Geographical .Tournal. 
I Diod. Sic., lib. XVII., cap.lxvii.: and Geographkal Journal, pp. 6&, 66. 
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necessity or pleasure of man.' As this place, the well~known V:i&it. B.g· 

il" dl S' . h Ch hLStaQe. lsutun, was passe )y emIramlS on er way to aone or 
Kaugawar, it would naturally attract Alexander's attention, 
who turned a little out of his way for the purpose of' visiting 
it, t taking, probably for convenience, the route by the gates of 
Zagros, and thc high table-land or Kirrind, ' to the city iu 
question. 

From thence he passed into the neighbouring province, 
Villich it is said formerly reared ISO,OUO horses; but Alex­
ander, who spent a month there. found about 60,000 only in 
these celebrated pastures, which probably are represented by 
the grazing grounds of Kh)twah and Alisbtar.~ In seven 
marches frum the misllamed Ni~all PJaills, Alexander reached 
the Ml.'uian Echatana, Hama(hill, where IIcphrestion died, 
during the gymnic sports and c.arousals whieh usually took place 
after any collsiderable und('rtakil1g.~ 

Alexander was now about to return to the intended seat of 
his empire; and in order to alleviate the grief arising from the 
loss of his friend, writes Plutarch, be undertook an expedition 
against the Cossa~ns; and, dividing his army into two corps, 
notwithstanding the difficulties of their mountainous country 
and their strongholds, the warlike inhabitants werc subjected ill 
forty days, and Ptolemy, the second in command, was left to 
complete the task, by erecting forts, to deter the people from 
living, as before, by plundering their neighboul's.6 The prill- Tbt principal 

cipal seat of this ancient people seems to hay!! been the rock ~~:t 
fort of KhorranHibad, once Diz Siyah, or Kuh Siyah, which ~~:""m­
,)riginated the title of' Cossroan.1 

From these mountains, Alexander continued at a slow pace 
his march to Babyloll, and was met on the way thither, as well 
as subalquently to bis 3lTival, by envoys, whom the fame of' 
h.is exploits, and apprehension of his power, had brought thither 

I Diad. Sic., lib. XVII., cap. h:.vii. t Ibid. 
• Ibid., and Geographical Journal, vol. IX.; pp. 48, 49, and 112; and 

a.bove, p. 116-118. 
• Geo. Journal, vol. ix., pr. 100, 101. • DiGIt Sic., lib. XVII., cap.lxvi. 
• Compare Quint. Curt., lib. X., cap. iv., with Anian. Exp,.lib. VII., 

cap. xv.; Diod. Sic., lib. XVlI., cap. lxi.x.; Strabo, lib. n., p. 79.1. 
, See "ol. r. t p. 206, and Royal GtIographioal JOllmal, vol. IX., p. 99. 
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from Africa, Europe, Phrenicia, and almost eyery other part of 
the world j and he entered the city to receive them, notwith­
standing the adverse warnings and predictions of the Chal­
deans, 1 who may have feared that the desolation predicted by 
Jeremiah would follow his visit.' 

In the pride of' succeSs, new and enlarged projects of con­
quest and undertakillb'"S by sea were contemplated by AI{·xandH; 
Africa and the peninsula of Arabia were to be circumnavigated, 
as well as subjected, and the Ca'ipiall Sea exploh.:d; new cities 
were to be built in EuropE" and in Asia, the formE"r to be 
peopled with Asiatics and the latter with Europeans; the 
wandering Arabs were to be broll~ht i1lto order, the river 
Euphrates to be navigated from Thapsaeus, as the Eula:us 
had been to SURa, and t1l(' Tigris to Opis, as well as the canal 
hctWC(,1l those eitic<;; and, finally, a Areat port was to be 
limned at the destined capital of the world. The first object 
was entrusted to Ncarchus, the sef'ond to Heraclides, who was 
to ('onstruct v{'sscIs ill order to explore the wat('rs of the Cas· 
pian, and ascertain whether, as stated by H erodotus a century 
before, it really was all inlalld sea.' Micealus was to bring 
seamen from }->hrellicia, as well as vessels from Thapsacus, to 
animate the llromising maritime commerce of Persia, &C., but 
t.he remainder, or the fourth part of his new and vast under· 
takings, he reserved for himself:-

As a central spot between India, Egypt, and the Medi­
terranean, the capital of Dariu~ Hystaspes was selected as tbe 
seat of the intended empire; but as an extended commet'1'c 
and the improvement of Babylonia were contemI)latl'd. a haven 
was ordered to be constructed at the seat of govE"rnmellt, 
capable of containing 1,000 long galleys, which ill, the firat 
instance were to be employed in punishing the Arabs, who had 
not even solicited his friendship, and were contented with their 
wild independence. 

Archias being selli, explored the Arabian coast to Tylos, and 

I Compare Diod. Sic., lib. XVII., cap.lxx., lxxi., with Quint. Curt., lib. X., 
cap. iv., A,uian, Exp., Jib. V II ., cap. xv., xvi., and P lutarch, vita Alexander. 

, JeremTa'h, chap. XXV., v. 12. • Lib. I ., cap. 0011., 00:' • 
• ,Anian, Exp., lib. VII., cap. xix., xx. 
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his successor, Androsthencs, is supposed to have made his way 
round the peninsula to the Red Sea.1 Alexander himself was 
employed in the same way nearer home, having in the first 
instance sailed down the river Eupbrates, and then ascending 
the Pal1acopas he entcred Arabia, where he built a city, and A eitr built ill 

placed in it those Greeks who were disabled.! A canal was ~:.x::..~o~ 
cut to preveut injury from inundations during the floodings at Greeu. 

the summer solstice; hut being defective in its construction, too 
great a proportion of water found an cxit hy this channel at 
other times of thl' year. 

After ha\,ing by personal examitlatioll a"icertained the cause 
of the defect, AlexnlHler determined to confer a lnsting: benefit 
011 the Babylonians by giv ing them the means of commanding 
this outkt, llod of regulating at pleasure the Jevel of the water 
in the great river:' 

As the origiual head of the Pallacopas was above Babylon, 
it probably commenced iu a beuel where there is a small riYcr 
called IIawasin, on the right bank, which, 110 doubt, was in the 
precincts of the Rncit.:tlt city. N t;arly five miles higher, where the 
river makes, as it approaches Suda island, a sharp bend south­
ward, is the C<tnal called IIindlyeh, going to Mesjid 'Ali and 
onward, parallel to tbe Euphrates. As this cut is nearly 
twenty-three miles below the Kuthah, it clearly corresponds 
with the separation described by Abll-I-feda as taking place 
six farsangs from that rivcr,4 runuing through Kufah, and from 
thence into the marshy country bclow, the ancient Paludes 
Babyldnim. 

As the first opening had been eut though a light and oozy Defectlofthe 
soil, 10,000 men were usually emplo;·cd for three months old catal. 

annuall)lt and sometimes ineffectually, to stop this ·outlet when 
the water was required in the main channel. The new cut 
was throut;h 6rm and rocky ground, probably at the spot above 
indicated (Hindiyeh), from whence it was carried into the old 
channel, the fanner inlet to which was effectually closed. Sub-
sequently, after steering his own galley through the marshes, 
Alexander caused another head to be cut ahove them, from the 

1 Anian, Exp., lib. VII., cap. XI. l Quint. CurL, lib. X., up. iv 
• Aman, lib. Vll., cap. xxi. . 
• Anotber ~py lIas aeven.-Abu-l.feda; MS. tnI.nlllation by Mr. Raasam. 
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river below Babylon to the bed of the Pallacopas, probably 
near the city which he ordered to be built. At Manawiyah, 
niue or ten miles abovl.' Diwanfyah, there are the remains of a 
canal, possibly of the Ollt: in question, which is adapted to carry 
the stream clear of the marshes. 

A fleet 0.1. Of the fleet which Alexander was collecting, some of' the 
''''''''y 1 b h 1 f th " T"" AJesanderoll VesSt's were roug ~ as we 1ll\'C secn, rom e river 19r'IS 
tbe Eupbraks. and Susiana; some were transported from Phamicia to Thap-. 

sacus, in order that they might descend the Euphrates; and 
the rest were built of cypress wood on the spot. 

On returning from the t'xploratory ,'oyage above mentioned, 
which probably took place during th(> floods of the succeeding 
~ason aner his arrival, Alexander found that a second embassy 
had arrived at Babylon, with golden crowns, scnt as presents 
from the Grecian republics, and also with largc' reinforcements 
from Greece, Lydia, and Caria, to !'upply those who were 
lately discharged. IJeucestas also arrived with 20,000 l>ersialls, 
b£'sides a body of Cossreans and Tl1purians. ' The leading 
object of Alexander's studious care, the formation of the fleet, 
was now far advanced; and but little was wanting t.o Huite his 
subjects on the Indus, the Euphrates, and the Nile, by the 
powerful interests of' commerce, whcll hc was cut off ill the 
prime of life, after an unexam})ll'u C:lreer of glory. A fevcr, 

He dies of a caught in the marshes of Lamhill1, cut short those great pro­
[:"tb:::~~~.jects, which only could have been plallllcd by th(' vast and 

capacious mind of this mighty conqueror, who had never 
known anything like failure in his plans, or a defeat in either a 
battle or a siege. 

Some account of the great river which had bccn navigated 
by Alexander, and was also one of his chief objects of ..interest, 

SoUI'()6I of the will not here be out of place. The Indu~, or Sindts,' has its 
IDd!Ul. •• d b th rd f sprl1lgs In two great arms towar s t e sou ern 0 ers 0 

Tibet, on the slopes of the great range which, more westward, 
is known as the Bulut Tagh, or Cloudy Mountains,' and here as 
the Himalaya. C 

The water-shed of this parent range seems to be on the 
, Arriall., lib. Vll., Gap. xxiii. • Pliny, lib. VI., cap . .ss-
t See above, vol. I., p. 161. 
4 A Part of the Caucul1l, called Paropamlau •• -PJiny, lib. VI., Gp. n. 
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northern side, and is marked by the two contiguous sacred g"gl'(ltt o!the 
lakes, Mcpang; or Manas Sorowar, and Rawan Rhud; from IDdu.. 

which mountain basin, or its viciQity. come four noble rivers, 
viz., in a western direction, the great riveT Sanpoo, or Brahma-
pootra; the Gogra, or Ganges, flowing south-east; the Sutlej, 
funning south-westward; and the Indus. 

The last, Co:"tllcd also the Singzing-kampa or Eckhung-choo 
river, apparell~ly commences a few miles north-westward of the 
lake, with which it may have a comlllllnication. About seventy 
miles onward it receives the other branch, th(' Sillg-he-tsiu, ~ SiDg-be-

J' fl' h d'" b 20 dd" tllll Chu. an'! contlOues to ow III t. (' same JrectlOll, JOr a out 0 a 1- braueh. 
tiollal miles, to the town of L ch, or Li. A EttIe beyond this 
place it rccciws the Ref-choo, or Lin3tee, a considerable trilllltary 
coming from;th~ south-south-(·ast; and again, about sixty miles 
onward in the same dirertion, it receives another river on the 
opposite side, which flows first southward from the.Kar,i Korum 
mountains in Tibet; t11(·n, by a bold sweep westward, and after-
wards southward, it entRrS the main stream; Gut little more is 
known thaI! its bare WInJe, thf' Shay uk. 

About sixty Illi\('s onward, the united waters take a western The Indus 

direction for a like dist.aJl{·(', and tiH·n Lend southward as this =I~~ 
great stream breaks through the Indian Uauca.c;us, or Himalaya. raDf(C. 

Here, takilJg the JJallle of the Sindc, it inclines a little to the 
west, passing Kaspatyrus to Attock j just short of which place 
it receives the ollly considerable stream coming frOIll the 
western side, namely, the Kabul river. l ·When clear of the 
mountains neltr Attock, the river, whi.ch is of a considerable 
breadth and contains a great volume of ,. lIter, washes for about 
seventy miles the abutments of the AtgJuiu mountains ou one 
side, and'the great plain on the other, as far as the vilJagt' of 
Maree. Having passed the Salt range near this place, the 
great rivt:r separates for a time into three and sometimes four 
channels, which, after continuing paranel at a short distance 
from one another, reunite near the town of Nowakot, in about 
32' 10' N.L. 

Continuing a southerly course, nearly parallel to the Hala I ts COUI'IIC 

mountains, and having a. small part of the great plains iuter- tolltbward. 

l Soo vol. I" p. 1 '/0. 
VOL. u. 28 
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vening on the right side, the SiQ,dus, or Indus, passes Dera 
Ismael Khan and Kakurec, where-it is 1,000 yards broad and 
twelve feet deep. From thence it flows southward by Leia to 
J?.era Ghazce Khan, and onward to Mittull, just short of which 
,place it is joined by the uni~d waters of the Panj-ab, which 
give it a south-western dir('ction, after having enriched the 
Jarge and fertile tract of' ("ountry bearing that name.1 The 
principal of the streams, the Sutlej, or ancient Hesidrus, comes 
from Lake Rawall Rhud, not far from the source of' the parent 
stream, and after flowing to the west, along the northern slopes 
of the Himalaya, breaks through this range in a south-westerly 
direction: it \:uJllinues to fluw through a mountainous country 

Joi~ ~Y th6 to Hurrekee, where it is joined by the river Beas, the upper 
~~::.at part of -the celebrated Hyphasis, which flows south·westward 

from tht" slopes of the Hima.Jaya to the point of junction. 

JlUletion or 
,he H~phui. 
N1d Ih~ 
ChiD'b. 

After recoiving this stream nC'ar Hllrrekce, the 8ut1('J con· 
tinues the previous course, passing a little westward of' Fero· 
zcpur, alld so on to Fulchplir, Bhawulpur, and Ooch. Latterly, 
however, this stream has been better known as the Ghara than 
by the previous nallle of the Sutlej. The Beas, Becah, or 
Bypasa, no doubt repr:escnts the lIyphasis of Alex.ander, whirh 
appears to have Lad a separate channel to the northward, 
flowing usually at the distance of ahout twenty mikos, and 
nearly parallel to the present ehanncl, from the neighbourhood 
of Hurrekee, till it falls ilJlu tlte prescnt bt.><i. This takes place 
just before ito; JUTlction with the China\), whose trunk brings 
thither the united waters of' the other three rivers of tbe 
Panj.ab. The Chimii>, once the Akesines, and the largest of 
the streams':~ appears to have its source in 78° E. L" from 
whence it flows north·westward along the southern slopes of 
the Himalaya, till, at Kishtawar, on the borders of ,Kashmir, 
it takes a south·western direction, nearly dividing: the territory 
of Lahore as it flows by Jumbo, VeziNlbid, J elalpur, to La! 
Kango and Trumoo ferry, where it receives the western river, 
the Jailum, or Hydllspes. This considerable farm, which, 
aooording to Pliny, is the recipient of the other stream,' 

I Burne~, vol. HI., p. 139, of Royal Geograpbiral Journal • 
• Ibid., P. 147. ~ Lib. VL, cap. xx. 
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appears to be formed by three branches coming through AfltIle'lJ~ 0/ 

Kashmir, namely, the S:ti, which springs north of' the the Chinab. 

Himalaya, and the Pir Panj-ab, and the Jailum, or Rehut, 
both of which rise southward of that range. The last passes 
through Kashmir itself, at some distance westward of which it 
receives the Suti, and, bellding southward, is joined by the 
Pir-l'anj-ab, ten or twelve miles short of Jaiium, and the sup-
IJoscd site of Bucephala.' From ftence, inclilling a little west;.. 
ward, the Behui, or Bedustu, awl also the Jailum. or Hydaspes, 
flow to the battle-ground of Nikte<l. (near J elalpur). from 
whence they rUIi for a tillle to the south-west, and again south-
ward into the Chin/ib, at the ferry already illdicated. 

Prescn,ing the latter name, the trullk takes a south-wes{;(!rly Meets tbe 

('ourse for nearly sixty miks, till it meets the last of the so- ~~~~:ee. 
called five rivers :l little below Biralec. This stream, the 
ancient H ydraotes, alltl now the Ravi, appears to rise on 
the borders of' the district of' Lahoul. It flows westward to 
CbumLa, where it takes a south·wcst course by NOOl'pur, 
Lahore, and onward, by an exceedingly tortnous course, to the 
point of junction already melltiolJcd. l->reserving thc name 
of the central branch, it flows south-westward, pas,;ing near 
Multan, and, having afterwards received the Ghara, the 
ChitUib takes the Jlame of' the Pallj-lJUd, till this appel1ation, 
as well as ttl; waters, arc lost in those of'the Indus. 

With the accession of the Panj-ab tributark>s, the Indus Maguitude of 

b I f' ' fl t!' .. t! h the Indul aftet presents a. grcat 0< y 0 water as It OWS ouwar , Its urea t reoei .. ill~ the 

often exceeding I,OOU yards,' with a dept.h of fifteen feet and E!:~~'b~ the 
upwards; Ilnd it forms several islands ill :ts south-western 
course from Mittun to the belld at Duturna, below Bukkur 
and Ravi. Below these towns, and near to Larkhanu, the 
bifurcatwn of the N arra takes place; the branch continues at 
first nearly paranel to the great stream, both afterwards 
inclining more westward, and agaiu southward, and they 
reunite at Sehwan, once Sin«()mana,' below Lake Manchur, 

, Pliny, lib. VI., oap. xx. 
I Memoir op tbe Indus., by Sir Aleu,nder Bunle8, vol. 111., p. 136, of 

Itaya} Geograpbkoal Jourmu. 
, Ibid., p. IS&. 
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3i2 THE DAGAR AND HAJAMARt BRANCHES. [CHAP. XL 

after forming a succession of iSfnds on the main stream, 
which is frequcntly three-quarte$ of a mile broad, with & 

current of about two miles and a half per hour.l Here the 
IndUf:; takes a south~easterly direction as far as Sallarah, from 
whence it flows southward, passing near the western side of 
HaldeNihad, and on to Banna, but sending previously the 
F elellf brallciJ through the fOJ'mer city, and tlltmce south-south­
eastwards by K6trf to the sea at the K6re moutb, Banna may 
be considered as the apex of the cx i~ting delta, one side being 
formed by the Pinyarf or Goongroo river, which runs south­
south-eastward by M<lghri bi to it'> {'stuary, caned the Sir; and 
thp other is the main ri.er, "hidl during it'> onward course 
sends out fi ve branchc,> on the wel:>tcrn, alld a ~bort one, namely, 
the Mal~ near its terminatioll, on its eastern side, One of the 
former, which if> now u<;ually dry, runs westward from T'hat'hah 
(Tattah) till it meet'> the Garah riH r, '" lueh flows from that 
place to the vicinity of Kar.icht'c. T lw next, caUed the Hagar, 
is sent out a little below 'r'hal'hah, and it has a south-western 
course till it f:1l1s illto the sea by six mouths, whirh are open, 
and more or kss navigable, during the season of floods. These, 
taking them from Wt'st to cast, are the Pit!, now almost closed, 
the Dub'hu, the Khan, the Pintiyalli, the J uwah, and the 
Richel; the third is the Titiyah, which quits the trunk thirty­
five miles from the sea, and runs south-eastward, with a channel 
of thirty yarde; wide, and a strcam about two feet deep only, in 
the dry sca'IDn. It terminates in the Richel river, below the 
viBages (If K6teri and B';man-Jo-poro, The fourth is the 
Hajalhar), or, as it is caned, the Pwer part of tlle Sfyahan river, 
whieh is the most winding and intricate, yet presenting more 
'facilities for navigation than any of the other branches. It 
quits the parent stream about twenty-two miles direc~ distance 
from the sea, and makes a tortuous coursE! to Bander Vikk&r, 
or Bari G6ra, which, although a miserable place, has consider­
able trade, It subsequently makes a winding cours~ as before, 
in the general direction of west-south-west, to its ~nel-shaped 
estuary, which is twenty miles from thence. There are only 

I M~oir on the Indus, by Sir Alexander Burnes, 'VoJ. III" p, 132, of 
Royal Geographical Journal. 
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seven and a half feet water .on the bar at high tide, but nowhere 
within it, is there less than-twelve feet as far as Vikkar. 

The fifth river is the K'htdfwari, which diverges sixteen The K'hedf­

miles below the preceding branch, and reaches the sel after an war£. 
irregular west-south-western course, The entrance of the 
K'hcdiwari is formed by a channel of four miles long, and 
from 600 to 800 yards broad, with a depth of sixtecn or 
eightecn feet .at high tide j and about three miles within the 
bar it receives the Ad'hiyari, coming ITom the parent stream, 
over which it has, in consequence, some advantages. Revert-
ing to the latter, ancr sending out the Bagar, it flows 
south-south-westward to its estuary, the K{lkCwari mouth, 
which is about fifty-five miles from them'c by the stream and 
forty-eight in a direct line It takes the name of .\Vanyalll 
below Hajamari, and that of Mallija as it approaches the The Mauij;i 

A h " b h"h . bl'll.ueb. estuary. t present t ere IS ut one entrance, W Ie varIes 
from 1,100 yards to one JUile and a half wide, with two 
channels, the preferable of which is 500 yards broad at the 
outer, and 130 yards wide at the intf'rior side! it bas a depth 
of' irom twelve feet to three fathoms and a half, and a current 
in the dry season of less than three miles and a half per hour, 
which is increased to seven miles and one~tellth at the maximum 
during the freshes. The Hajalllari and the K'hedlwari are, 
howev~r, the only other mouths which may be ciltered during 
the dry season. 

But at no very distant period, the mass of the waters of the Chauges 
Indus appear to have passed along the Eagar channel, from ;~::h p~::: at 
which four beds, )lOW dr)T 8t:alCar to h_ve carried Ii portion ofth~ moutb of 

, 1'£ the ludUJ. 
the stream south-eastward across what is the existing main 
channe~ and onward to the sea, discharging at the War~ the 
Kajab, , the Rudah, and the KhaI mouths. Besides these 
alteration" the fact of extensive changes having occurred is 
placed beyond doubt by a large vessel, the Fateh J ang, once 
carrying forty guns, being fonnd near the village of 'Ali-aImel, I 
besides the embedded huH of a gun-brig near Sikkar; t both 

I Vol. VIII., p. 848. of Royal Geogntphicru JOllrnal. 
• Ibid., .,01. X., p. 530. 
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beinA' at some distance from any of the existing arms. But a 
great and rapid 'river, bringing down three cubic inches of 
alluvium to a cuhic foot of water, on a flat open coast, I is SUfM 

ficient tdt'acconnt for these remarkable alterations, and for the 
circumscribed width of the present delta. The 1,000 stadia 
mentioned bv ArTian, ~ if taken from the high!"! ground near 
the Pitt mo~th, would reach to the coast of' Kach'h in about 
690 :E. L., from whence it is a like distance to, ~aldcr-abad; 
possibly, therefore, the apex of the Delta and the port of 
Pattala may have been somewhere near that city. 

Riec,audde. The Indus begins to rise, a1ld increases gradually, from the 
~::Qftbe 23M of March, hut is subject to a slight decrease occasionally 

up to July, during which lllonth, alld the early part of the 
following, there is no decrease j and on the ith of August it is 
at the highest, the maximum total rise being J ,.., feet 2'8 inches. 
During the rest of the mOllth, and most of the following, the 
fall is tolerably re!;,rular, with an illcrease occas;onally, till the 
2211d, when there is a ~e(;ond mHxiulIIUl rise of 13 feet 11'5 
inches; after which it is 011 the decrease, with 8. good deal of 
regularity, to the 23rd of Marl'h. 

Timctl.of at: The delta of the Indus is exposed to gales in }<'ebruary, hut 
~=~;:!~b: it lllay be approached occasionally till the middle of March, or 
tea. even towards the end of A priV and oflate, by steamers, up to 

June, but with much difficulty, being then flooded for some miles 
inward at high tide. ALuut 100 vessels are profitably employed 
in fishing on this coast, but almost entirely from the beginrting 
of October to the middle of March, during which period there 
is neither difficulty nor danger ~n the coast of 8illde.4 Land 
and sea breezes prevail alternately, at this period, with cold 
weather; and the tides are everywhere extremely irregnlar.~ 

I Tile l¥us conveyB to tile l'6!L annually 10,503,587,000 cubic feet ()f 
mud.-Comtnander Uarleu, vol. VIII., p. 3S6, of Royal ~hieal 
J()urnal. 

~ Lib. VI., up. u. 
I Commander Carless, vol. VIII., pp. 331, 332, of Royal Geograpbled 

Journal. 
4 During the months of June, July, August, and part of September. the 

commullication between Bombay and Sinde may be laid to be cut off: 
• Commander Carless, vol. VIII., p. 381, of Royal Geographical Jout"tJal. 
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The boat in use, called a dund4 is weH adapted for the Con.truction 
navigation of the river and the transport of ps. The shape ~tt~~t.;:: OD. 

.is peculiar, being without a keel, flat-bottomed; and both the 
bow and stern, which are perfectly Hat, rise from the. water at 
an _Dgle of about 30

Q

, to suit the shelving hanks of the river. 
It is rigged with a square sail afr., and a lautn sail forward, 
and is steered by means of a la.rge tTian~ular rudder, hung over 
the slanting s~ern: the largest are eighty feet long, and carry 
sixty tons, drawing only four feet water. For want of' better 
materials, the boats of the Indus arc formed of innumerable 
small pieces of wood, fastened by bambo(j) pegs, and they are 
consequently liable to accidents i but any great deviation from 
the principle of their construction would not be all impro,,'c-
ment. l Between Bukkur and Mittun, the boat most in use, 
callcd a zohruy, is built of the take tree, of an oblong square 
shape, flat-bottomed, and rounded at the cx.tremities. Some 
exceed eighty feet in lellgth and twenty in width, with only 
one mast.' 

Ever since tlte time of Alexander, this great stream and its 
tributaries have been navigated by the above kind of flat bo .. t, 
ill one of which thfi, latc enterprisiHg Burnes ascended at the 
filVourahle season to Lahore, a distance of nearly 950 miles, in 
sixty days.3 

The ordinary trade is carried on at a moderate rate, namely, Trade on the 
twelve or thirteen shillings for 15 ewt., £i'om Bander-Vikkar Indu • . 

to.Sbikarpur. The distance is about 390 miles, chiefly 
through a delta, which, owing to the changes constantly taking 
place at its estuary, is beset with difficL~ties. But the river 
has now become known Ly the careful surveys of Commander 
earless and Lieutenant 'Vood, of the Indian Navy ; and, fol-
lowing the steps of the late Sir Alexander Burnes, a steamer 
has ascended as high as Vezlr-abid, on the Chinab~ distance 
of about 1,000 miles; while, on another occasion, the Meanee 
steamer reached Ferozepur, on the Sutlej, and more recently 

I Oummander Car}eu, ,,01. VIII., p. 85.5, of Royal Geographical Journal. 
~ Sir A. Bul'lles, vol. III., p. 186, of Royal GeographiCMl JoW1Ull . 
• Vol. Ill., p. 1 \8, ofBoyal Geograpbieal Journal. 
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the capital (Lahore): troops, also, are constantly conveyed 
by steamers to 'Peinforce or relieve our stations ncar I:Ia'ider­
abad. This is sometimes tdfected by crossing the bar with 
one of the river stpamers to meet. the larger one outside, but 
more gcncraIlx., by marching from KaTlichce to the lower part 
of the nagar, there to embark. But this difficulty, and also 
the paflsage of the bars, might be avoided, by cutting a canal 
frolll Kar.ic:hee to some part of the trunk of' the Ilidus: this 
would require but a modt'rate amount of labour, and would 
greatly facilitate our growing comlhcrce on the river. 

Adverting to what has been said on page 252, a careful 
computation of the routes of the army has given the following 
approximative table!> of the 

MARClll:S (w AU':XANnER TilE GREAT. 

EurQpratl R outes. 

Pt!lIa to 'Viddin, bt!lolY Lolli, 011 the Danube 
llaek a.l{ain 10 Pella . 
From Pella to 'fhebt!,. 
From Thebes to Dia. . 
From Dia to the Hellespont 

Total. 

Romel in LeIser Alia. 

From the HelIe-pont 1o tht' Granieut< 
The G ranieus to Ilium 
Ilium to Sardis . 
Sardis to Ephesus. . • 
Ephesus to Halicarn3flSuQ. . . • 
HalicaTllaS:Sus to Alillda! and Makri • 
Makri to XanthuB and TclmissuB 
Ttllmil!5u8 to Mount Climax . 
Alount CILx to SaIagassulI • 
SalagassUB to Cdrene. . . • • 
Ct!1iene to Yerlllll, probably Gordium 
Gordium to Ancyra . • . • • • 
Ancyra (high route) to the Camp ofCylU9 
The Camp of Cyrus to TartUR . . • 
Tarsu. loto Rugged Cilieia IlJId back • 
Taf'SUI to Myril.ndr08 and back to the llIIIUI 

Total • 

Carried forward 

, 

~ 
300 
300 
180 
175 
325 

--- 1,280 

52 
75 

139 
56 
SO 

122 
140 
64 
67 
4' Isa 
49 

198 
199 
165 
120 

1,602 

1.881. 
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Brought forward 

Route, in Syria. 

From Ihe I ss\a by Aradus to Tyro 
'Tyre to Jaa.. • . • . • 
Jaffa to Jerusalem. • • • 
.Jt'rustllem to GII. 7JIw • • • 
GaUl to Peluaium • . . 

1'(.1181 . 

Rout", in A/neff. 
l)clusium to lIIcmphis. .• 
Memphis to the St:a. • 
The &,.., t(.l l'anetolliuB • 
]'ara:toniIl8 to the Tt!mple of Ammon 
Ammon to Memphis. . 

Total. 

Rout", ihTOUfJA S!JTia a,u! MClOpQiomio. . . 
Memplu. to l)cluslUm and Gala. . . . 
Gua. to Tyre • •. .. 
Tyr\! to Aradu9 . 
ArachiS to Antioch . . • . 
Antioch to TIUlJl88.CUlI . . . • • , 
'fhapsacus to 1.1'I\n, Mardin, and Loki )f""ul • 
E&Jc1 l\J6,ul to Arbda, • • • • • 
Arbellt. to tht> Tigris, at the Great Ztil,l • 
'rhe Groat Zti~ to Opill'. . , , 
Oris to Dahylon • 
Babylon to SUM • . 

1'olal • 

&sa to the Pasitigris, . • . • • . 
'!'he Pasitigris, north·eastward to Mu.l·Amir 
Thfo Uxian ('ity to J:Ul'eh Sefid • • • • 
~'eh Sefid to }>er6epolis • , • • , 
l'ersepoli ... to Ecbato.na ( lJamadtin) • • • 
HamadAn, by Rhaga:, to the C38pian Galee • 
The ea.pian Gates to ITecatOlnpyl09. , • 
Heeatompylos to 7..adracarla. , , • . 
During the campaign of the Mardi and luteD . 
Thence to ZadTacarta • " 
z.d1'll.e&r1A to SoMa in.4ria... " 
Sulia in Aria to lIerat • • • • • , 
Hen.t to Propbthuia (DOW' Pcah~"aruIl) • 
Pelha .... rull to U'I&o Rob&t. or Sbahri·Zob4k • 
U'lill Rabat tt) Kabul • . . . . • 
IUbul to IRIs..... . • • . . . . 

Total • • 

Carried forward . . . 

:talil.. Mile.. 
1-------

2,882 

273 
.86 
32 
63 

136 

121; 
146 
145 
172 
334 

261 
13. 
122 
120 
]40 

280 
85 
52 

130 
88 

280 

.5 
87 

188 
8! 

480 
286 
215 
115 
37S 
115 
550 
ISO 
192 
400 
198 
.~ 

6eo 

922 

1,642 

3,tiM 

9,481 
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Brought forward 

Routt, in Botlnana. 

:nes:hnm to Indemb • • . . . • • • 
Inderab, or DreJlll&, to IMlkh. Bactmor ZariBspa 
Zariaspa to Kanhi, or Naotaka . 
Naotaka to M&l"&('anda, or Samar~aHd 
Samarkand to the Uiver Jaurtes. 
March'into the Ferginll. diltrlct . . . 
&colld campaign to Gau, Cyropolill, and Es<:hala 
Uchata to Polytimelue River and ZariaspB . 
Zariaspa 10 M&racanda and Nautaka 
Naulaka to Kurghan. Tippa. . 
Kurghan-Tippa to M erw-el-Rud 
Mtlfw-el-ltnd to the Rock of Oxyarh.'5 
The Rock. of Ozyartes to Znriaspn 
Zariaspa to Beghraru . 

Total. 

ROUU$ Welt ond Ban ofllt.e Indul . 

Niles. 

110 
21S 
204 
11. 

0 166 
I4D 
200 
450 
312 
24. 
310 
380 
'SO 
a~6 

Beghram to Kabul and Attock 37!) 
Attock to T axila. . • . 45 
Taziia to the HydUJ>e" . • 55 
'ne HydMpe5 to the Hydraotet. . • ;25 
'I'he Hydrnotes to &kalll and the lIyphasil 86 
The Hyph8Sis, bad.. to tile Hydaspes • • 180 
The Hydaspe.'l to the confluence of the Akesines 250 
The Akesiuesto the 1IIalli, and back to theHydraole& 210 
Descent of the Hydraotes aud 1 ndUll. • .. 860 

Total 0 1---
Rouk, in ['rdn. 

From the Indul to So. 
.sw.. to the Sea. • 
'l'he Sea to 0Fis . 
Opi. to Sosa • • 
Susa to BaghiatM. . 
1J.aghistan to Hamadan • • • • 
40 tlaYA' campaign against the COMalanl 
HI.Illadin to Babylon. • • . . • 

Total. 

1,250 
21" 
'90 
30S 
280 
110 
300 
340 

[CHAP. XI. 

9,581 

3,804 

2,186 

3,467 
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CHAPTER XII. 

THE 6UCCF.Bl'ORS OF ALEXANDRR, FROM 323 D.C. TO 246 B.C • 
• 

Stale of the E mpire at the time of Alexander's Delltl,.-Threatened H rnI­
tilitie!!.~Arrangemem~ for the S1H·c(·~,ion. - The "arioD~ Governofl!l retain 
their lIi tuations.- lWxana rut~ Statim and her RUiter to Dl'fLth.- Eumene.< 
euter~ CappadO('ia. - J)eath of l'crdiccW!. - Def~t and llloelaJc (If 
Eumenes.- Jnl'uion of Phrenic-Ill , and :nlarch towards BabylotJia.-The 
A rmy of Eumelles C9CafH;!S from an IUlludatiou, and elllet!! SUllianll.­
Burydict'anrl Philip put 10 Death by 01YD1pia.Q .-Camp1ugnll in Susiana.­
Mar<'h through the CO<Ml.'an lIlountains.-Calllpai!l,'1l in Media.-Dra"q 
futile, lU1I1 Death of Eumcllf"'..-Antig-oIJlls 5eltle~ the miuor Govern­
ment~.-CombilJati{)llsaW'-in.l. and l'r{>paration ~ uf Antigoliu •. -AntigonuM 
marches into A sia l\linor.~Dellletriu' Def .. atcd Ilear (Jaza.~The Naba.­
theans, ami Expedilion" of Alltigonll~ against rctra.~noxana anll her 
fIO n AIt'xanrJer murdered by Ca.'lSarnJer.- Harsiut' , Hercu!e~, and Olympia'! 
put to D!:lath.-Antigotl\\8 and the otllcr ~llccel<surs of Alc'lsnder assume 
rrgai t itlcs.-Expt.."<iltiorlll of Antig()lIu~ ami Demelriut.: ttrey procefii 
agaillst EI,\'JPt, ann are repul~{)d .-Dl·IIJetrius bet.ieges RIIOOC!!, ami fails 
in rept..1l.ted Attack~._'iieges of Fortresses in ancient and modern times.­
Scleucus extend~ his Empire i1lto lmlia.-H;~ Trroty "irh Sundrocottus, 
and March into A sia Millor.-Forc('lI a.sselllhl~ under Seleuclis and 
Antigollus nenr l ~lls.-H.e"ult of the Battlc.-Subdidsion of Alexander's 
Empire into four great Kingdom~.-nellletrill! b taken, and diC!! in 
Captivity.-Death amI Character of Sdcllcu$.-Accession of Ptolemy 
l'hiladelplms.-l'rosperity of Eitypt under thie Monarch. 

TUE voyage of N earchus, and especially the preceding cam- A kll<lll'ledge 

paigns of Alexander, had mage eastern P ersia and the ad- ~,:!ii;,: 
joining countries practically known to the Greeks; but the ~~:;:::. 
knowledge thus acquired of thl:!se regions would have speedily 
passed away. had it not been preserved by the subsequent wars: 
it was at the same tilllf' turned to account by the commercial 
relations which in ('onsequence sprang up. Thp. protracted aDd tbe ...... 

contests for dominion which iollowM the untimely death of~!.br ~ 
Aleunder must, however. claim immediate notice, since they 
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took place in the kingdoms lying between the Nile and the 
Indus, which had submitted to the power of the conqueror. 

Alexander appears to have anticipated these fearful struggles, 
for in bequeathing his colossal empire to him who should prove 
the bravest, he adde~ that his generals, in tighting one with 
another, would offer ample funereal sacrifices to his manes.l 

Scarcely had a reign of unparalleled conquests terminated 
with these words, when Perdiccas, to wboul the ,king had COli' 
iided his signet, commenced operations at the head of the 
cavalry, by surrounding the phalanx, which was then under 
Meleager, in Babylon. 

Bloodshed, howtver, was for the moment averted by the 
-prudent efforts of Eumcncs, the late kiilg's secretary; and ~ 
ltD indiviqual could expect support fr~m his competitors for 
power, all agreed to the proposal that A ridiCus, the lIuturaJ 
brother of Alexander, should share the r('gal office jointly with 
the expected Son of' Roxana; an infinnity of mind to which the 
former was subject, and the prospective illfallcy of the latter, 
having united all suffrages in their favour. It was at the same 
time decided that a magnificent procession shou1d convey 

The _!'Ill Alexander's remains into Africa, t and that Taxiles and the 
other Asiatic chiefs should retain their satrapies, as part of the 
intended empire; 3 while its western portions were severally to 

AO"ernnl'1l 
Main thdr 
lituati_ 

continue under Ptolemy, Alltigollus, Eumenes, and others. 
It was also determined neither to construct the pyramidaJ 
monument to Philip, nor the six splendid temples which were 
to have been raised, nor even the thousand long ships which 
had been intended to command the shores of the Mediterranean; 
and thus the ample funds which had been expressly Jeft bY 
Alexander for these purposes, became available for 'other 
objects. With the decision to make these changes regarding 
the intentions of tile late king, 'the momelltary unanimity of his 
captains terminated. 

::-~t::: . ~(}X9.na, sh0:tJy aftet endeav?uring to 8ecu~e the regaJ .~~ 
........ ' ..... on by putting to death Stanra and 'Drypetl~ the daugl>q,ro 
t=. WrdI to .of pat:ius, gave birth to a son,. j.n whose name, jQintly "'rith f.Jiij: 

. .", 

I Diod. S'w., lib. XVIII" ~4. ' . Ibid.,.cap. il.; 
• Ibid.. ' 
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of AridlCus, now called Philip, the goverrunent was nominally 
carried on; the real power, however, was exercised by Roxana, 
assisted by PCTdiccas. 

After quelling an insurrection in Greece, and another in Eumene. ~Ol)o-
Th P do d hO • ds Cd' dll~Utbl',,"r race, er ICCas turne IS aUentlOrt towar appa oCla; iDCappadocia. 

when, the strongholds of Isaura and Laranda being taken, and 
Ariaratbes, the king, crucified by his orders, he entrusted the 
government of that kingdom to Eumenes. Leaving him to 
prosecute the war, Perdiccas proceeded to invade Egypt, now 
become a consolidated kingdom. Eumenes, in the mean time, 
heing appointed generalissill10 of Caria, Lycia, and Cappadocia, 
had organized an arllly, with which, in the first instance, he 
defeated and killed Cratcrus, and ten days later he gained ~ 
more signal battle ove'r Neoptolemus.: 

But these successes were not sufficient to turn the scale in Tuyuiou o( 
favour of his cliit!f, Perdiccas, whose unjust attack upon ~~S!;. a:,4 
Ptolemy, in Egypt, terminated in his defeat., after which he Penhc-. 

was put to death by his own troops. Alltip1ltcr, who was bow 
chosen sale protector of the kitlgdom, with sovereign power, 
p1'"(lCeeded to make the following allotment of the provinces, 
';he details of which are calculated to sh~w the vastness ~f the 
crnpm~. 

Ptolemy retained-Egypt, and Laomedon Syria; Philoxenus A~tiJ8.teT'" 
h d COl" A hO I h' d M ., dAb· trlbUlnlk a I lela; mp Imac lUS 0 tallle esopotamla. an r 1- pl'O'l'lDOff or 
litis; B!lbylon fell to Se1eucus, the commander of the troops ~~~~~l""~­
called cOIn pan ions ; and Susiana to Antigonus! 'Vitb regard 
to the eastern RDrtion of the empire, Peucestas received 
Persia; Tlepolcmus, Carmania; Stasandcl, Aria and Drangia; 
Philip, Parthia; Stasanor, Baetria and Sogdia; Syliunius, 
Aracosia; Oxyartes had the region of Paropamisu&, while 
Pithon had Media and the tract eastward from thence to 
India, in which region Porus and Tuiles retained their former 
possessions. In Western Asia, Nicanor received Cappadocia.; 
Phrygia Major, and the tracts Dear the coast, were given to 
Antigonu., CariB to C .... nder. Lydia to Clitu., Lesser 

I Diod. Sio.., li.b. XVIII., cap. :1:1., compared with l'hltucb. iD "ita 
ElImer&. ' , 

• Diad. Sic., lib. XVIII" cap. xiii. 
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Phrygia to Arideeus. Cassnnder was appointed general of the 
horse, and the command of the household troops was given 
to Antigonus, with orders to prosecute the war against 
Eumenest who, on account of his fidelity, was now reputed & 

Anb~nll' de- public encmy.' The latter lost no timc ill pr('paring to defend 
fea' ~ Euru .. nes hO If d A ° ° dO I h doe d ° inC.ppadoell.. lmse ; an ntlgonus illUDe late y marc c mto appa OCla, 

where he gdined a decided and wcll~contestcd victory over 
EUlllcnc~ . Defeated, but Ilot disconraged, the latter retreated 
into Phrygia., where he defended the castle of Nora:! so suc-

B. C. 318. cessfiJlIy, that AntigcJll us, although at the head of 60,000 
infantry and 19,000 cavalry, was glad to grant him very 
favourahlr- terms. The ftti thful Lumencs now received the 
appointment of commander of the km,'s forces in Asia.,3 and 
immediately commenced extensive preparations for the coming 
campaign. By unremittiflg C}.crtlOlls hc ('ollected about 15,000 
men ; and hopmS' to lIJallltain the royal cause, he ha~tcned to 
take the bold step of cOllllIJencing operations on the side of 

EUlDene. 
188l1mt'll lbe 

nfrenilV<! '" 
Ph<DUlela. 

Phoonicia, which was at the momcnt invaded by Ptolemy; but 
finding himself depriv(.d of the expected support of the king's 
Heet, ill cOllsequence of its recent defeat au that coast, and 
having besides to contcild with the forces of Antigollus, who 
had followed him thither, he placed the river Euphrates be­
tween his troops and those of his antagOnist, and then took 
post at the1neighbouriliS city of Carrhre. 

The mactlve season W!l5 elUployed in preparations for the 
approaching campaign; and amongst other appeals to the sup­
posed adherents of the royal cause, eIDbassi~ were sent to the 
satrap of' Media, and to Scleucus, the governor of Bdbylonia. 

B. C. 3\7. Early in the spring, in COnsl!qucnce of the equivocal answer 
EumeDeI of- the latter, Eumenes marched against him at the head of 
marebal aloug 20 000 h ° ° h to S d th the TJgt'i.. ) men, opmg to seize t e treasures 0 usa, an at e 
:!~: same time to receive reinforcements from the upper satrapies. 

With these objects in view, he appears to have advanced along 
the Tigris, till he encamped on its banks at about 300 stadia 
trom Babylon. The distance here given 4 nearly correapODds 
with that betwecn the city and the Tigris at the bifurcation of 

• Diod. Sie.,1ib. XVIII., cap. xiii. I Ibid., cap. xvj. 
Ibid., cap, '" \'ii. .. Ibid., lib. XlL, .~. iv. 
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tlte ~ai, Dear which be, no doubt, intended to cross the prin~ 
cipal stream. 

Whilst (,,ollecting boats for this purpose, it appears that ~eriloQ .. i.taa~ 
• • • nun of Ea· 

Seleucus cut a dyke, probably that of the canal m questlon meaa' ann,.. 
which crosses this part of Mesopotamia. The country was in 
consequence so rapidly inundated, that it was only by occupying 
some elevated ground, and by the speedy use of' boats at the 
same time, tqat Eumenes saved his troops from destruction, 
and gained the left bank, leaving his baggage behind. l The 
latter was, however, recovered the ucxt day, when Eumenes 
found means to restore the dyke and drain the water. SeIeucu.s, 
finding that his stratagem had failed, was glad to make a truce, 
and his opponent immediately occupied Susiana., dividing hill 
army into three eorps, to facilitate the means of obtalhing 
supplies,' whilst he awaited the expected reinforcements from 
the upper provinces. 

Antigonus still hoped by a rapid march to recover what had 
been lost by the skill and boldness of his adversary; but 
arriving too late, he employed the winter seaSOD, which had 
now arrived, in concerting measures with Seleucns and Pithon 
for another campaign.s 

Whilst thus occupied, events occurred elsewhere which were 
well calculated to basten, if they did not give rise to, those 
bloody contests which ere long convulsed the empire from one 
extremity to the other. 

At the instance of Polysperchon, Olympias returned from Ol,~pi-:r" 
Epirus, ht'T plac~ of banishment, to Macedonia, and having :~~t~ to 

obtained possessioTfof Philip, as well as 01 her rival Eurydice, datb. 

she treated the captives with the greatest rigour, alld after-
wards caused them to be put to d~ath: thus terminated the 
nominal fp.ign of Philip, after a period of six ye&rtl and a half.4 B. C. :n1. 

One barrier to his ambition being thus removed, Antigonus, Al:lupu 

the aelf-appointed regent, move" early in the spring towards ~~~BabI· 
Babylonia, taking his whole force, including the contingents of 
Seleueus and Pithon. Having erossed the Tigris in boata,1 he 

I Diad. Sic., lib. XIX., cap. iv. 
a Ibid • 
• Ibid., tap. Yi. 

I Ibid. 
• lbid.j~ap. y. 
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directed his march 
the reinforcements 
Drangiana, &c. 

on the capital, to euC'.ounrer Eumenes, and 
drawn by him from Cllrmania, Ariana, 

¥arcbestotbe Finding a determined resistance, he left a body of troops to 
rlnrCopn.leL h · h ., fS d d . . E . h eslege t c caswe 0 usa, an a vancmg agamst 'umencs, e 

exposed his army to a trying march from thence to the river 
Corrates, at a season whcn the heat was at the greatest, and 
e'rerything completely burnt up Usi ng boats, an~ rafts formoo. 
of inflated skillS, which w('re propelled by means of poles, 
6,000 horse and 2,000 toot were transported acro!>s the lower 
part of the stream iu qUClotiol1, probably the river of Diz, with 
order!! to excavate a ditch and prepare a camp within it for the 
whole army. Eumcnes, who wa~ po<;tcd behind a river, pro-­
hab~ the Kinlll (here called th{ Tigrisl), and only eighty 
struiia frOID the ellemy, was perfectly aware of' all that was 
taking place, amI. determined, in conformity WIth th(' tactics of 
the school in which he had been cducated, to Ill,th.e the best of 
his position by becoming the assailant He tbcrcf(m: ('rossed the 
Tigris (Karun) at the head of 4,000 foot and 1,500 horse, where 
he found 6,000 men collecting forage, under the protection of 300 

Eumel\6 I.y cavalry and 3,000 infantry: these he atiackL.·d and routOO. 
... JDaJlCBllVN th ., h h 
root5(he before ere ",as even tune to .Iorm, cau!)iug t e w ole to fly in 

the greatest disorder. AntJgonus and the re&t of his forces, 
after an ineffectual dfort to caver or pr0tect the fugitive&, were 
obliged to witness the suddel\ destruction of 4,000 men, v.ho 
by rusbing headlong into the boats, and causing the greater 
part to sink, either perished in the water Or' were taken pri­
soners, without the possibility of receivill@" 8iSistanee. Nor 
was the)oss confined to those killed and drowned, for Dumhenl 
~ sacrifiM'd by exposure to the sun during the subseqaent 
retreat to Badaca.' After reposing here for a short time, 
.A.ntlgonus put I the army in motion, and proceeded towards 
Media, that he might be neaathe provinces from which he w. 

He ,l1li_ to reoeive reinforcements. 10 this marcll he had cboice,of.6 
1lIe o&u.lve. tb J routes, e onger and easier of which he determwed to ...... oitl,t 

because it would have expose<! hi. troops to the heat of the sun 
-\l'he Pasitigri. of Quint.. Curt. and A~ . 
• Diod. Sic., lib. XIX., tap. vi. 
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.ft;r fmty days j he therefore preferred t,o move by the ahorter Much 

and more difficult route through the ''Wuntry of the Cossceans, g:,,~~ u... 
his intention being to force his way, contrary to the advice ofMOItntA;na. 
Pithon, who suggested that he should endeavour to purchase 
the good will of these hardy mountaineers. The routc thus 
chosen, which is described as being irregular, narrow, and pr~ 
cipitous, badJy supplied, a~d occupied by hosti le tribes, but 
~V appea.r~ to be that which passes up the vaHey of the 
Kerkhah to A 'bi-Garm, and from thence crosses the . mountains 
to Khorram-abad.' N earchus; one of the generals, was sent in1 
advance, at the head of a body of archers, some slingers, and 
other light troops., with orders to drive the Cossreans from their 
principal strongholds., and h:l.ving done so, to line the road~ so 
as to ensure the safety of the main body. Antigonus followed 
with the 1atter, and a chosen hOOy of horse, under Pithon, 
covered the rear.3 

Nearchus, as instructed, preceded the main body, and seiz<..>d 
se~eraJ commanding points; but many others were overlooked, 
and these, 'being occupied by the ell~llly, caused great annoy-
ance and serious. 10ss to those who followed. Those imm~ 
diateJy round Antigonus suffered most., and were greatly 
exposed to the st:oues an.d darts of . th~ Cossreans. They s~le-;~ 
ceeded, h<fVever, 10 makmg good their passage, after havmg ~ hllO 

been exposed to this harassing warfare for nine days, during .M~;'; • 

whieh they incurred a heavy loss in men, elephants, and 
hol'8e5. On entering Media, abundant supplies, with a remount 
for the cavaJry, in some measure restored the wonted tone 
of the army, aDd ·the m1.rch was c .... ntinued to the higher 
provinces. 

Eumenes now broke up his camp on the banks of tli'e'F,aIl)lm" 
Pasitigril (Kirun), to pursue his enemy; and q,king the route; .. . 
0" the ladder" Or Pyl .. PersiCle, and subsequently passing""'" ~ 
tlmrugIi the .~aded vaHeys and gardens' of' Basht an~ Fallioun, 
h.:,.,.ache.bPersepoli. in twenty-foUl' matches. The IlOldiers, 
·wliO' ·hed·' lieen """,tily supp1ied ,juring this time, found their' . 

. " ! .~'~',I.b.: ~tt., cap. vi. . '... ~ 
~i'·"<~.L"IbiMm <"""" G . • hl,.r.Toilrri&!,' yot'IX. : Ga. , ,,,~ .," , , ... , ~~~ .eogt p ,p 

~.~,;~~Jo,~:XIX::; cap; -ri.' Ibid., Cap. vii. . 
var,,:ti£.; .2 c 
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toils rewarded hy a great feast. which, like that of Alexander 
Th~ army lion a grf'llter ocrasion, htd o('('n prepared by Peucestas for the 
feasted by 
Pe\lCt!Sbol. whole arllty. A n altar, dedicated to the conqueror, and another 

to hi~ fatiwr Philip, oC('up; cd thf' cClltre, round which the 
gellcrals, masters of the horse, nobles, and chiefs of Persia had 
their .several tables, forming all interior circle of two stadia; a 
SCCOlld, of four stadia, wa" o(,(,ll pied by officers of the secoud 
ordrr; nod a third, of ci1.\"ht st.·utin ill cireUlpfcrenee, was 
destined for the ArgyraspidLs, tl-nd tJlO'ie who had served under 

'Alexander: the fourth , or that intended for the mercenaries 
and auxiliaries, ""as ten "tail i,l III cjr('umf~'rl'llre, 1 

'Enm~ntsoul· Elllnellcs, having tlrallk hurd at th is and another banquet 
marehe. Aull. h" h h \ I I " k d I gotIla. W Ie e su lSCqllwt y gave to ll'i troops, \\ as attae e )y 

fever, wh it'll in the 1.ltt(·r part of' til(! march obliged him to be 
carried in a litter. By making a fi)r('(·d march in this manner, 
he sUC{'CC'd f·d in nnti('ipatill1.\" the mteutlOn of An tigottu8, by 
throwing hiHl ,><,lf betwecn the lattt:r and GabclIc, in the district 
of Parretaccne. 

011 the app<'arancc of the (' neilly's wYance, Pcucestas 
ordered the lille of battle to be forllwu; but the soldiers, who 
suspc<'tRd that EUIlH'IlCS wa" dead, at first refUsed to ohey. 
Eumcncs was there.fore brought out in his litter, with the 
curtains drawn hack, 1Il order to convince them .that their 
general wa& still aliyc.t ElIlUc n(:s had 35,000 foot atld 6 ,000 
horse, with 114 elephants, while Autigonus had only 28,000 
foot, 8,500 horse, aud G5 t>lephallts. The latter, who out-­
flanked his enemy on this occasioH, attacked in echclloll from 
the right, and repulsed Lhe left of EUDlCllCS; l but afroT a long 
and obstinate btruggl<" v.ith larions skilful manoouvres and 
alternate advantages on both sides, the contest euded at nigh-t-

III the haute faU to the disaihantllge of Antigonus. He retained, however, 
-:'!:i~:'h' part of the battle-groulld, and buried the dead before he retired 
If'OlSkd. to winter at Gadamolis, or Gadarlis, in Media. On the other 

band, Eumenes secured his object by marching &om the battle 
ground lRto the unexhausted district of GabeneA 

PoeidOIIII of The two armies having moved in almost OPpos1te di~ 
~~UJ from the recent field of battle, were now eepara.ted. ~ .... ~e 

I Diod. Sic., Jib. X1X., cap. vii. • Jhid.. oap. "iii. ~ 
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of twenty~five marches, through inhabited countries, but of 
Jline only by the more direct route, which was, however, 
entirely without the meaml of subsistence.1 Antigonus being 
aware that the troops of his rival were dispersed in different 
winter quarters, for the sake of supplje~ formed the bold pro­
j(..'Ct of surprising and attacking them with a superior force, 
bcior(' tlH'y could assemhle. 

Accordingly .. ten day'!' supplies wer(' prepared; and giving Allti~us 
out that he was ahout to traverse Arnlt'llIa. h(' moved the:~~~=to 
,\ hole army hy for('(,d marehe<; ~cro"s the mountains towards lilntnelll'&. 

Gahene. Strict orders weTl' i<;<;ucd that no fires should be 
lighted at night, l('st hIs npproach sh;mld be diS{'o\ ered from 
the heights; hilt nf~er obeyi1lg this order for five nights, the 
w ldiers, on acconnt of tIl(' s('writy of the win ter, made fires, 
and these being f;('en by the iHhahitallt<;, Botiee of an approach-
irig ellemy "as i.anmctiin tely gi"en to P eucc'>tas and Eumenes. 

The former, \\ho had dwrg(' (If tllt" ad,·anc<'. was about to Harpyl'Xpe­

l1lnke a hasty rctr<'at, If'st bl' should be cut off, but Eurncll(,H, ~:~~~~. 
arriving at the moment, t'n('ourafred him 10 maintain his post 
on the borders of thl' desert, a<"!1uri!l~ him that he hew how to 
delay the enemy till the army could be ('olh·ted • Ever fertile 
in expedients, this commander ordered all the troops that he 
('ould assemble at the l!!O!ll('lIt to follow him qui('kly to the 
d('vated ground ov('rJookin~ the plain, and choosing the most 
conspicuous places, he ('!IllSI'd fires to lw lij:;hted at each. At 
nightfall thf'y were to be \Cry large, as if supper were in pre-
pnration j but in th(' second and third watch they were 
gradually to become extinct, tIm'> having the appcarauC('. from 
a distance, of an army f'llCamped on the spot. This simple 
stratagem completely fiueceeded; for Antigonus and Pithon. 
believing tha't the whole army was in their front, immediately 
halted, to -allow their troops the necessary time for refreshment 
and repose, p1"eparatory to .!l general engagement. During this 
interval, Eumenes was equally prepared, and both armies ~ing T~e t1VO Ill'­

encamped within forty furlongs of each other, it was resolved :eu:r."' 
to d~ the war. 
An~nU8 placed his cavalry in the wings, having the 

• Diod. Sio., lib. XIX., ~ap. I. 

2c2 
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infantry in the centre, the ('ll'phants in front, and light-armed 
troops occupying the intt'n ,,}s hetween these animals. 

EumeDl'Se<llJI' Eumcn~ "ith thC' {lite of the cavalry, placed himself in the 
mt'Doet tb~ 
~ent, left wing, (,ppo<:j1 c to 1m ad, :'r<'ary. h:n illg sixty elephants, 
rlc8:~l)b~~ fOTmin).'; an oVid, ill hi" fl'ont, hcrC' also with light troops fillillg 

up the illtcn .. hi. Phili}l, the ... attap of' rarthia, commandt'd 
thr r ight wilt!!", ,llld had nnkr., to rdr('at rath(!r than risk its 
safety hy n !.jl'ner:ll Cllg<l~(,UH nt. The whoJ<· fhrre :lmounk'<i 
to 114 eiepiuUlts, 3(;,70U illfalltry, 3,l'ld G,050 ca\'alry, all 
anim~h·d w!th the' lw"t spirit. 

The batHt', which clllIlllwnc;'ll with til(' r1cpiJants and cavalry, 
termltlat<'d, after a Jengtht,ltl d 'itrnp::gk, with mutual advdn. 
mgt·s, the (,,1\ aIry of Anti;ollu'> h;ning d(,fj'<ltf'd its opponents, 
while. (Ill the other .,idf', th(· lllCmtr) of EILUH:'lIf'<; "'ae; 'victorious. 
But the f.llililil'c, of tiIl' , \ rl!,~ r.l~pi(k .. havill; uceu taken, these 
troops ~a('ri!i('l'd th(.' ir hOllour to I'('('U\ \ r tlJ('ir v. ivc<: and childetf'; 
fur on a hillt from AlItl).;"OIlU ':> that <; lIeli an ('\.('ha.n~c would be 
I\C(·" ptablc. the M,Il'C'J onj,m<., ddnt:rl'd lip tlll'lr gC'l1l'ral. 

Euru-n .... i\ The talented and upri;;ht EU111(' ll(,~, bein~ HOW for the second 
pa.ttod~'Illh. tim{' in hi .. power, AntiA"OllU<;, wlthont hu;itatioll, eausl'u him to 

he put to d('ilth; and hn\ ill~ U,OIH' through the form of h(lnour~ 
ing his rCJ1H1ins with the: pUhlic rite of bllTllillg, he completed the 
mochry b} SCIHlill~ th(· ll.<:hl''' in ;1 filllcreal urn to his relatives. 

ADtil(ODllS 
.rnngH the 
dltI'"l't'nt 
£O"'trIlIDe:D1S. 

Anti~oll',j<: now ()cLupi~d winter quarkre; between the M(·dian 
EcbataHa and Rhac:v", and took advantage of this interval of 
repose to contirm thc),,(> ~()VUIJors \\ ho '" er{" too powerfhl flo ht, 
dispossessed, rcmo\ illg otheT& who lwre inimical to his illtcreIJt.s. 
Amollb"St the laUrr v.ere PltlLOll, who was tried alld executed, 
and Pt'ucestas, tilt' <;;atl'llp of Per"ia. lJa\ing personally super· 
seded the latter, ht' 3f:SUIIlCd the title of king: of the country, 
and 6oven·ign of all Asia: he likewis(' confirmed Oxyartes, 
EYituo:;, ami others, ill their governmcllts j after which he pro--

~ tJIoo. reeded towards Susa, where he foulld the celebr,lltM "",lrIp.n 
:::.~ v~ and other trea~ures valued at 15,000 talents.1 

DuritiS this period the flames of,war continued ~ in 
Europe, chiefly iu the territories gav.med by~, by 
whom 01ympias had been invested in Pydna since the m.~ {)f 

I Diod. Sic, lib. XIX., eel" xv. 
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Aridams and Eurydice. At length famine overcame the bravery Olympiu it 

of the defenders of that place, when the haughty Olympias, put to death. 

deserted by her troops, fell into the hands of her enemies, and 
the mother of Alexander was put to death, by the kindred of 
those who had already suffered by her orders; but Roxana and 
her son, w~o were destined to experience a similar fate, still 
remained in captivity. 

Favoured .by these cir<:.umstances, Alltigonus marched to- Combination 

B d h· S 1 1 ofSeleucu, wards abylon, an on IS approach e eutus fled to Pto emy, P:~~:t;.. and 

whose authority then extended over Syria and Phrenicia 81 C • 

well as Egypt. He was well received; and he soon induced 
Ptolemy to join with the rulerQ ,,+' M''':edonia and Thrace in a 
combination against Anf now openly aimed at 
uniting the whole of i 1 conquests under his 
dominion. He prepared _ ching conquest by esta-
blishing beacons and couriers "V :,,,,,,·ure speedy intelligence 
throughout Asia, by raising troops, by building a . fleet, and 
at the same time strengthening his party by an alliance with 
Rhodes and Oy. rus. 

His advantageous position between Ptolemy on the one side, Antigonu 

and the confederates in Asia on the other, was speedily turned ;!~ 
to good account. A fleet being urgently required to cope with 
that of Ptolemy, which, under Seleucus, threatened, the coast 
and menaced the camp before Tyre, numerous shipwrights 
were immediately employed to construct vessels at Tripoli, 
Sidon, and Byblus, and also on the coast of Oilicia. The 
forests of the Taurus supplied materials for that coast, and 
1,000 pairs of bullocks were employed in transp~rting the 
magnificent pines and cedars of Lebanon to the ports of Syria. I 

Leaving, ill addition to the necessary protection at these 
plaoti. 3,000 men, under Andronicus, to blockade Tyre, 
Antigonus proceeded southward, and having secured his flank 
on the side of Egypt by SUbjecting the 'cities of Joppa and 
Gaza, he returned to resume in form the siege of the first 
place.' During its progress, however, the operations of Ptolemy Si. of 

in eece, and those of the confederates ill Asia, called for par­
ticular at nti to the northern provinces. Leaving, therefore, 

I Diod. Sic., lib. XIX., cap. xviii. • Ibid. 
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his son Demetrius at the head of an ample force, Antigonus, 
after experiencing some loss from the snow, crossed the Taurus, 
and put his army into winter quarters at Celrene ill Phrygia, 
being supported by his newly-constructed fleet from Phamicill.l 
He had now obtained command of the sea, and by the skilfully 
conducted campaign that followed, the greater part of Caria 
fell into his hands. During that and the following year, he 
gained the alliance of most of the P eloponnesus, of Eubooa, 
Thebes, Phocis, and Locris ; in consequence of which a treaty 
followed with Cassander, who, from a formidable opponent, be­
came a dependent ally. 

Ptolemy de- But these ~ll ccesses were clouded by a serious reverse 
~ri= ~~a:a. experienced elsewhere 1 -". Ptolemy having been 

B. C. 312. 

Result of tlle 
campaign. 

Antigonus 
sends a force 
against the 
Nabatheans. 

successful in Cyrene al us, had just returned to 
E gypt. From thence, ' ~ of Seleucus, 2 he marched 
to attack D emetrius \, ,_01 u. superior force ; and the latter 
being routed in a pitched battl e ncar Gaza, fled to Tripoli and 
despatched a courier to entreat his father's speedy assistance.s 

As the consequence of this battle, Ptolemy recovered the cities 
of Phmnicia, with the excepti on of' Tyre, an'd Seleucus was 
enable.d to resume his government of Babylonia. With this 
resumption commenced the celebrated era of the Seleucidre. 

The approach of Antigonus, and the defeat of Cilles by 
Demetrius, caused Ptolemy to retire into Egypt, leaving his 
enemy master of (;mlo-Syri<t, &c. 4 

Elated with these successes, Antigonus determined to turn 
his arms against the N abathean Arabs. By their laws, this 
particular section of the Arab race, like the Reehabites of an 
earlier time, ~ were forbidden to drink wine, to sow seed, and to 
build or possess houses. Being almost wholly without cultiva­
tion, their food was necessarily limited to the milk and flesh of 
their flocks1 with the addition of fruits, roots, wild honey, and a 
sort of pepper, which, says Diodorus Siculus, they mixed with 
the last.6 Athenreus, the general to whom Antigonus entrusted 
the enterprise, having ascertained that the bulk of the N aba-

1 Diod. Sic., lib. XIX., cap. xx. 
• Ibid. 
• Jer., chap. XXXV., v. 2- 10. 

2 Ibid., cap. x iii. 
• Ibid., cap. xxv. 
e Lib. XIX., cap. xxv. 
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th{'ans were absent at a fair on the borders of Syria, made a A~tigon~ 
forced march f 220 miles in 72 hours, and seized Petra their ~~;i~ltbelr 
capitaJ.! 

• But the Arabs, being apprized by some of the fugitives that 
their enemies w,ere not on the alert after their success, made a 
sudden attack during the third watch, and killed Athenreus 
and all his troops, with the exception of some 80 horsemen, 
who escaped wounded.2 Antigonus now despatched Demetrius Second expe-

. h 4 000 1" h d I.' d h h dition under WIt, 19 t arme lOOt an as many orse to avenge t e Demetrius. 

death of Athenreus; but being unable to make any impression 
on a people, who for the sake of' freedom occupied the caverns 
of Petra in the heart of a desert, without even ordinary snp-
plies, he gladly consented to retreat towards Lake Asphaltites, 
on condition that the N abatheans would send deputies with 
presents to appease his father. The expected profit from the 
bitumen of the lake was, however, some compensation to the 
lat.ter for the failure at Petra, and turning his thoughts to a 
still higher prize, Demetrius was despatched to recover 
Babylon. s 

This undertaking had almost succeeded, one castle being B. c. 311. 

taken, and the other about to fall, when the recall of Demetrius 
to assist his father in Asia Minor, enabled Seleucus to move 
from his retreat in the Babylonian marshes, and recover the 
city. The hostilities which were at this period simultaneously 
continued in Greece, were terminated by a treaty with the 
confederate princes, by which Cassander was to hold Asia in · 
trust for the youthful king. But in the following year, hoping Roxana and 

. h f Md' b d Al d d her sou Alex-to reCeIVe t e crown 0 ace oma, e cause exan er an nuder rour-

his mother Roxana to be murdered; and thus her cruelty in dered. 

putting the youthful and beautiful Statira to deat met a just B. C. 809. 

reward. Ostensibly denouncing this treason, Polysperchon, 
the competitor of Cassander, sent for Hercules, the remaining 
son of Alexander, by Barsine, the widow of Memnon.4 This 
had the desired effect of alarming Ca!:;gander, and he agreed to 
share the government with Polysperchon, who having thus 
gained is object, immediately put Barsinc and Hercules to 

I Diod. Sic., lib. XIX., cap. xxv., p. ';'31. 
U Ibid., pp. 733-736. 

2 Ibid., p. 732. 
" Ibid., lib. XX., cap. vi. 
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his son Demetrius nt the head of an ample force. Antigonus, 
after cxpcri(,!lciug S(»Ut· loss from the SIlOW, cro..">Sed the Taurus, 
and put his army into winter quarters at Cdmnc ill l)hrygia~ 
being supported by his newly·constructed fleet from Pbrellici'l-! 
He had HOW obtained 'command of the sea, and by the skilfully 
conductt..>il campaign that followed, the greater part of Caria 
fell into his hands. During that and the following ycar, he 
gained the alliallce of 1ll0"t of the Peloponnesus, of Eubrea. 
Thebes, Phocis, and Loc1'i,, ; ill consequence of' which a treaty 
fhl1ow('cl with Cassullder, "ho, fi'om a forlllidable opponent, be­
came a depclldCllt ally. 

nut thC'f;f' '<lW(·C',,<;es w('rl' {louded by a "C'rious reverse 
experienced elsc\"lit'rc 1 J1tnlemy hal iug heel! 
successful ill Cyrcllc ,ll UC:, Iiml just returned to 
Egypt. Frolll thellce, of Selt.!ul·uS,Y Ill' marched 
to attack D{'rnetrius \, .. , " !->lIpcrior force , aud the lattd 
beillg routed in a pit:cl lL·d battle llUll' Gaza, {1,·tl to Tripoli and 
despatcht'd a courier to ell treat his father's ~pccdy a&.istance. l 

As the eonsequ('llce of thi~ bnlth', rtllll'llly recovered the cities 
of I>hccnicia, \\ ith the Cx(:cption of 'Tyre, an~d ScicHcus \Va.'! 

enabled to re.!>ulll c hi<; gO\oCfIIlJH'llt of UllbyloIJia. 'Vith this 
resumption cOll1 nJ{'llccIl the cclebrated era of the Sdcucid~. 

The approarh of AlltigollUS, amI the defeat of' Cilles by 
Demetrius, caused Ptolemy to retire illto Egypt. leaving his 
ellemy mast/'r of C'reln-Ryria, &c: 

Elated with these 5UCC'Cf:>Ses, Antigonus determined to tUrn 
his arms against the N abathc81l Arahs. By their laws, this 
particular St'ctiOIl of the Arab race, like the Itcchabites of an 
earlier time, ~ were forbiddefl to driuk wille, to sow seed. and to 
build or possess hOU:'1;:6. Being almost wholly without cultjva­
tiOD, their food was necessarily limited to the milk and fiesh of 
their flocks, with the addition of fruits, roots, wild hOlley, and 8 
sort of pepper, which, says Diodorus Siculus, they mixed with 
the last.6 Athen<cus, the general to whom Antigonus entrusted. 
the enterprise. having ascertained that the bulk of the Naba-

, Diod. Sic., Ii\). XIX., cap. xx. 
~ lbid. 
J Jer., chap. XXXV., v 2-10. 

I Ibid., cap. xliii. 
• Ibid., cap. Uy. 
I Lib. X1X" cap. :nv. 
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theans were absent at a fair on the borders of Syria, made a Aoliganu 

forced march .r 220 lUil~s in 72 hours, and seized Petra their ::~i:'lth~r 
capita1.! 

• But the Arabs, being apprized by 'Some of the fugitives that ~ 
their enemies were not on the alert after their success, made a 
sudden attack during the third watch, and killed Athenreus 
and all his troops, with the excf.'ptioll of sOllie 80 horsemen, 
who escaped wounded.2 AlltigOllUS 1I0W despatched D emetrius Seeond u:pe-
'h 0 ]" h d 'd] h dilinn onder wit 4, 00 Ig t arme l oot an a.~ mallY wrse to avenge t e DemetriWl. 

death of AlIll'meus; but beill~ unable to make any impression 
on a people, who for thl' ~ake of freedom occupied thc l't1YCrnS 
of Petra in the heart of a desert, without even ordinary sup-
plies, he gladl), consented to retreat towards Lake Asphaltites, 
on collditl'on that the Nabathenns would SClld u('putics with 
presents to appease hi!' father. The exp~cted profit from tbe 
bitumen of the lake was, however, some ('ompensation to the 
latter for the failure at Petrll, alld tllrnil1~ his thoughts to a 
still hip;hcr prize, Demetrius 'HlS despatched to recover 
Babylo~ .3 

This undertaking had allllost sllcccl'ded, one castle being n. C .. m, 
taken, and the other about to tall, ""hell the recall of lJC'mctrius 
to assist his fathC'r in Asi,\ Minor, enabled Scleuclls fO move 
from his retreat in the Bahylollian marshes, and recover the 
city. The hostilities which were at this period simultancously 
continu~d in Greece, wer(, ft'rmiunh.·d by a treaty with the 
confederate princes, by which Ca.<;sander was to hold Asia in 
trust for the youthful killg. But in the follo,wing year, hoping Roxana aDd 

to receive the ('Town of Macctiouia, he caused Alexander and :'~d~~Ql!~~' 
his mother Roxana to be llluru('rcd; and thus her cruelty in dered. 

putting the youthful and bcautiful Statlra to dcat~ met a just B, c. ~9. 
reward. Ostensibly denolllleing t¥s treason, Polyspercbon, 
the coDlp~titoT of Cassnmlcr, SCllt for Hercules, the remaining 
son of Alexander, by Barsine, the widow of Mcmnon.4 This 
had the desiJ'led effect of glarming Cas!'ander, and he agreed to 
ilb~ the government with Polysperchon, who having thus 
gained ~ ... object, immediately put Barsine and Hercules to 

,' Dlod. Sic., lib: XIX., cap. :nv., p, ~3L ' Ibid., p. 732 . 
• Ibld .. PI. 133-786. • Ibid., lib. XX" cap. vi. 
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C1eo)'l8t~ put death. <Ale of the race, however, still remained, Cleopatra.,. 
todeatb. the sister of Alexander. Her beauty and noble birth, _added 

to bel' influence over the Maeedonians, had caused her hand 
to be sought by the most'j>owerful of her brother's captains, as 
th'e means of' advancement. It appears that Ptolemy was 
preferred to his rivals; and the princess was on her way from 
Sardis to Egypt, when Antigonus C<1.used her to be seized, and 
privately murdered,l Thus, in the brief' spact' of fourteen 
years, the whole of Alcxand{!r's fdHlily perished by the sword, 
and the prophecy that his mighty empire should be plucked up 

J)o>metril'lt 
_ .... Ihe 
_r into 
CyprWl. 

and given to others was literally fulfilled.' 
Shortly after the death of Cleopatra, operations were under­

taken by AlltigOIlUS against Cassand{ r; and Demetrius, at the 
head of a powerful fleet ami army, having freed the Grecian 
cities, carried his arm" into Caria. lIe tlum illuded Cilicia, 
alld from thence sailed to Cyprus to besiege Salamis.J 

But here h(' Illet WIth the most determined !"<"~istance, which 
he endeavoured to overcome by the usc of helepolt!s alld varrous 
kinds of" batteriug-rams. Thl' arrival of Ptolemy during these 
operations, with a cOllsideraole fleet, caused the sie~ to be 
turned into a succession of nalo al t:ngagemcnts j and, at length., 
a signal victory gained over the latter occdsiolled his return to 
Egypt, aud Cyprus submitted in consequence to the conqueror.~ 

~l'Itigonu"'nd AntigoJlus was so much elated with his SOll'S success, that he 
'hI. eOVlpom-. . .1" • 
101'11 _ume Imm~latcly assumed regal dignity, and caused Demetnus to 
ftPlbtil;'l. do the &amc. Ptolemy likewise proclaimed himself king, &8 did 

Seleucus, Cassan~er, and Lysimachus;~ Antigonus continuing, 
as before, to occupy a place between the kingdom of Ptolemy 
on one side, a.Dd that of Seleucus and Macedonia on the other. 

But the ~wly-acqujred diadems of both father and son were 
destined to be tarnished dpring the operatioDs which now took 
,lace, by land and sea, against Egypt. 

~itiOD or Demetrilli, who was recalled from Cyprus to assist iw ,the, =;- projeeted expedition, was placed in command. ()flthe fleet,.ul 
. oro~ to keep along theeoast, in sigbt of the IA.d ,JD_ 

I Di~Sie., Jib. XX., cap" ix . 
• I!JieIf. 8ie., lib. XX., cap. xiI. 
I Thid. 

• Dan., oftap:±1.-...':':" 
, Ibid. 
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whilst the latter, consisting of 80,000 foot, 8,000 horse, and 
83 elephant., marched to Gaza. 

Antigonus, having procured a number of camels from Arabia to 
carry the requisite supplies, advanced by a forced march, hoping 
to surprise Ptolemy, relying on the Beet for sustenance when the 
ten days' provisions carried by the army should be exhausted. 

This movement appears to have taken place just before the The fteet_ 

change of the seasons; the calms, therefore, which had delayed :~·tbe 
the fleet in th~ first instance werc foHowed by the usual strong etlUlofEDPL 
northerly gales which commence in the early part of May, and 
make the open coast of Egypt uuapproachable.1 A large por-
tion of the fleet was lost ncar Raphia (Uafuh); some vessels 
returned to Gaza, and the few that remained, with great diffi-
culty rode 'out the g<l.le at anchor, probably near Cape Starki 
beyond EI Arish, without the possibility of communicating with 
the army, and suffering greatly from the want of water. But 
the unexpected cessation of the storm relieved the weather-
bea~n mariners frolll the fear of death, and they found 
refresliment in the camp of Antigonus. He, after vainly ex- A.ptiso~ad­

pecting to be joined by the vessels which had separated in the d:iv~~: 
early part of the storm, now advanced towards the Nile. By Plot_,. 
this time, however, Ptolemy was prepared at all points, and 
the attempts of his enemy to enter Egypt not only failed by 
land, but, subsequelltly, both at the Pelusiac and Tanitic 
branches of' the Nile. Repulsed at every point, and finding 
his army rapidly decreasing by sickness and desertion, Anti-
gonus was obliged to retrace his steps, and encounter for the 
second time the privations and exposure incid~nt to traversing 
the desert tract lying between Palestine and Egypt. 

The Dext operation was the siege of Rhodes. Tile RhtMiians Demetrilll 

had, it seems, been secretly inclined to support the cause ofrro:::' 
Poolemy; which circumstance, added 00 the wealth they had C. 
Ju;]y acqW:ad by trading as ;, neutral terrioory, determined 
.antigon.. 00 undertake th<. subjection of that i,laad. Demo­
tnt., lwu therefore sent thither with a sufficient force and a 
power,lUl lIee~ provided "ith all kinds of engi... fur the 
inle!!d..tliep.' Th~ Rhodian~ finding their town ~ued, 

I DiocL Sic., lib. xx., cap. xvi. 
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and that Demetrius refused to listen to any terms, prepared 
for defence, sending at the same' time to request the assistance 
of Ptolemy, Lysimachu~ and Cassandcr, 011 account of whom, 
in fact, the war had taken place. As an encouragement to the 
citizens during thc ('oming strugglc, it was decreed that thoee 
servants who proved most faithfitl should obtain their freedom, 
and that the parcnts and children of those who died in the 
cause should be maintained at the public expense: With these 
and other promises all werc excited to the highest pitch of ellthu~ 
siasm, and the uoblest spirit allimaku the IHnxlians throughout 
a siege which has hecome most rCJllarl~ahle tram the skill, per~ 
s(>Vf"rancc, nnd valour which were di~pla}I.' c.l on hothsides. The 
eflects of the dart'> anti stones thro\\n from the walls were nearly 
counteracted by means of tlll' te.,tru/o ; ttnd hllg-e double towers, 
of sufficient h{·jJ;ht to be 011 a !t'vel with the top of the WRU, 
beillg fioakd on vCf.sels, were plac('ft along<:ide the tfwtificatiolls. 
These moving {'asties WfTC', hO.\l·vl'r, In et hy otlu:rs pluc(,>d, by 
the Rhodians at the l'lltl':tnc(' of tll{' harbour, to hurl s~nes, 
darts, and aI'l'ows against the (·IlPI\IY. The vess{']s of Dcme~ 
trius succeeded, howcver, in approaehin)r the walls, which were 
fiercely assaulted, amI as obstinately defended, till, at the 
expiration of eight days, D emetrius was obJigt'd to retire to 
the outer harbour.! After rt'}lairillg his slmttercd ficet, he re~ 
entered the port, and llHl.de it still IllfWC formidable aud COIl~ 
tinuous attack, which had alltlost carricrl the town, when the 
desperate efforts of the Hho(lians were once lIlore successful; 
and many of the Gesieging \'cf.st']s being destroyed by fire and 
other mealls, the rest. again retrc<J t<'d to t.he outer port .. 

Renewed Demetrius now resumed tbt, siege by land, chiefly using for 
=:id:, ~i~ this purpose an heJepolis, consisting of several loop-holed 
~!..UUl.~ stories. The machine was put in motioll by eight immense 

wheels, and was propelled by 3,400 of the strongest men in the 
army. To this machine numerous testudos, battering-rams, and 
eo~red gltl1eries were added, with everything that ingenuity 
eotild devise. The whole mean' of .... ult employed 30;000 
workmen, and occupied a space of four. furlongs along the ~ 
The be~ed, however, were equally active; fol:, by uaing the 

I Diod, Sic" lib, XX., cap. xvii. • Ibid. 
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materials of' their houses, and even of their temples., tlley had Col1l1tn1J1in .. 

raised another wall within that which was being battered down. ~P~ir::' 
Things were iu this state, when a deserter informed the citizens 
that the miners of Demetrius were already almost within the 
defences of the city. Countermiues now became their only 
resource, alld both besiegers and besieged speedily met, as it 
were, on equal terms, under ground.! 

Bribery was, now resorted to, but cqual1y without sp.ccess, and 
the besiegers renewed their efforts above ground. The walls 
were fast giving way l,cfllrc such powerful IIH.:3ns from without, 
whilst famine was assistillg the ellemy withiu, when Ptolemy'S 
fleet arrived 1ll0bt opportunely wilh provisions and reinforce­
ments, Encouragcd by this as"istance, the besieged, under 
eovt'r of their enginc~, which lalll1l"h(·d fire-balls, darts, stones, 
&C., iliad\.! an Ulll'X1J('ctccl and vigorolls saily, from the effects of 
which only a port ill)] of the besil'gillg engines were saved, and 
that with extrellle difficulty.' "'hilst th(;se were beillg repaired, 
to renew the attack, fresh meaJI,) of ddclI(,c werc employed by 
the Uhotlillns, who forlllt·t! :t ('reset'llt-shapcd entrenchment, 
embracing the whole uf that portion of the walls which was 
attacked. DelHl' trius, with equal perseverallce, advanced his 
machint's, alld carried a (~ousid('ra.hle portion of' the defences; 
but as the centre tower still resisted his efforts, he resorted to a 
general \light attack by sea and I.md. On this occasion, some 
of the assailauts forced their way into the toWIl, but after a The Rbodian. 

lengthened aud bloody struf;gh· the ]{hodialls wcre successful, ::!l~n:~~er 
ilud a p('ace followed, by which the city was to contiuue under wake pt:aee. 
its own laws, and at the same time (,lIjoy its own revenues; 
while they agreed to assist Antigonus in any wars which he 
might undertake, exceptiug those against their any l)tolemy.~ 

This place furnishes a striking example of the methods of 
attack and defence employcd in ancient times; the greatest 
skill. perseverance, and valour having been equally displayed 
for 'more than twelve months, both by the besiegers and Lesie~. 
Never were assaults morc frequent and energetic, Qr Courage 
more indomitable. Wb;m onp wall ceased to resist the pon~ 

tHod. Sic., lib. XX., cap. xix. 
Ibid. 

I Ibid. 
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derous~machines of Demetrius, another appeared within. offering 
a more impenetrable barrier than the first. The remains of the 
helepoles and other machines, which were presented by D eme-­
trius to the Rhodians, as a just tribute to their valour, realized 
a sufficient suru to erect the colossal statue, which was considered 
as one of' the wonders of the world. 

At a later period, this fortre:,g witncssed the first employment 
of that branch of the military art, which hns sil}ce contributed 
greatly to the superior efficiency of the attack over the defence 
of' fortresses. In] 522, more than IOO.OOO (' lltbw:.iastic Muslims 
commenced the siege of thi') fortress unuer Sulc"lm,in II. 
But notwithstanding the l1:'-e of a powcrful artillery, and of the 
other means employed at that tillle, besides a great sacrifice of 
life, a hand of (j,OOO "'<'Ir ri or'>, uncler the kuit{ht<; of St. .lohn, 
resisted successfull y, until the hesiq:~ers r ('sorh-II to the ('x:rx->dieut 
of explosi ve milles: frolll that period such llIiues have often 
acceleratcd tIl<' fall of a besi('g""cl place. 

As the government, ,\hidl had hitherto hC(,1l carri('d on ill the 
::~!tbt: names of a weak·mintlcd prill('e and :11l infant killg, had ceased 
muk. to exist, the ambitious fi t's ig]]!; of A lexander's gcnerals were 

110 longer cOllcealed; ano hi!> va~t eOBquests were regarded as 
an inheritance, which might be lawfully secured by the most 
powerful aIllong them. 

B. C. 305 to .... The position of Se1eucus at Bahyloll, alld his tact in turning 
bis attention castwarri, rather than mixillg in the conteSts to the 
westward of that city, gave liilll the lari-,;est portion of the spoils, 
so that he extcndcu his domiuiou with little difficulty to the 
borders of India; but his ambition bei ng little short of that 

8ele.eol pre- of Alexander himself, the Iranian empire! was insufticieut. 
pal"Ie'f to ex· .. • 
tI;'.d bill Ce'r. Scleucus therefore prepared tu extend Ius terfltory, and cu-
~~:ood eumstances were particularly favourable to him, for he was jtl 

alliance with Ptolemy, Cassander, and L ysimachus; and whilst 
the forces of Antigonus were still employed in besieging 
Rjpdes, he proceeded' from llabylon at the head of a powerfnJ 
army, 1 hoping by a rapid march to recover the provinoeil. 
beyond the Indus, which had recentlf shaken ~tf the JiU9o­
danian yoke. Being master of the intervening k~ 

I From the Indus to the Euphratl'M. 
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with the necessary supplies at command, and the certainty of 
receiving constant reinforcements, a march through l'ran was 
not attended with any particular difficulty. But on finding 
Sandrocottus, the sovereign of the whole country, with 600,000 
men, ami a proportion of elephants ready to oppose him beyond Treat1 .. ith 

the Indus, he took the prudent course of renouncing an pre- ~nd=!u., 
tensions to that territory, in consideration of being furnished by frOID lDdia. 

Sandrocottus with 500 elephants; th(·n, making a retrograde 
march, he was ill time> to take a decided part ill the concerns 
of the west, which, bince the tru<' c made at Rhodes, had 
become llIorc complicatcd. D CllH·triu", who was serving as AI,jiSQ'!unlld 

J"" f h G k d bed "Dom.,nu genera ISSlmo 0 t e l"TeC -b . was oppose y assan er In (lP~ b1 
Europe, while Lysimaehus had tal-ell from Antigonus, not ~h C'\IC~:'ID 
only all Phryp:ia and Lyclia, but thp whole of the territory 1')g 
between the Propontis and the M.(>amlcr. 

This smw (If thillgs obJi~(>(} Antigoll us to hasten in person 
from Syria by for('(·d lIlarciws; and, with the public funds, he 
raised the requi :.. ite ii)l'e('s to man:h Rgainst Lysimacbns. 
Seleucus, in the melln til11(', ha.ving re-formed his army in 
Babylonia, marched iuto Cappadocia to meet Antigonus; who 
was ohlig-ed in consequence to recall D cmctrius' with all speed. B. C. 30lI to 

He. was, besides., prcss~d on the other h;md by Ptolemy, 301. 

who had taken ad"anulge of this opportunity to recover the 
tract between Egypt and Asia Minor, the cities of Tyre 'and 
Sidon excepted. Thc forces in Cappadocia and Phrygill, now 
a.bout to contend for dOllli tLioll, HUlUb('red 011 one side 60,000 
foot, 10,000 horse, and 75 elcphants, under Antigonus and 
his son j and on the other, 64,000 foot, 10,000 horse, 400 
elephants, and 120 scythed chariots. Demetrius attacked &ttle or 
Antiochus, the son of Selcucus, with a degree of success which Ip6QII. 

might have been complete, had he not heen carried away in the 
pursuit till the infantry was comph'wly separated from the 
cav&lry. Seleucus, with admirable coolness, took advantage of 
this cil'eumstance to interpose his elephants between the ene~y's 
horoe and roo, and tbe greatest part of the Jatter sei,ed this 
opportunity to go oyer to him., 

SeleuCUB 'BOW made a determined attat'k with his intantry on 
I Ptut. in DemetriUl. 
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the main body, and thus completed 'the great defeat near 
Ipsus.' Demetrius, Oil sedng his father perish nobly in the 
heat of the battle, rallitd a few of the troops, and r<-'treated to 
Ephesus, and from thellce to the shores of the Mediterranean, 
accompanied by a youth, ,\ho was afterwards known as 
Pyrrhus the Great. 

The principal harrier to a peaceahle settlement being re­
moved, the territories of Antigonus were divide~ amongst the 
confederate princes, and the mighty empire of Alexlll1d<"r, now 

n.C.30l. formE'd four great kingdoms })tOJCIIlY. ill addition to his 
Sabdivjs,,"n of possessions in Africa and Arabia, obtained Pait'still(, nnd 
Aln.ud~r·' C(£lo-~yria; Cassandt'1' had Grcc{'c added to Macedonia; CInv·rc• 

and Lysimachlls, llit.hYllia 111 <Hhlition to sollie of the provim·cs 
beyond the Hrll ciipont. I.3 <;lly. Sllcucuc; was tIle a('know](.'dged 
sovcreign of the rest of A<;I;I. Demetrius, howevt'r, retained, 
as the wrcck of his fhthcr's fXmcr, Cypruc;, Tyrc, and Sidon. 
with the throllc of Mact'll ol!; amI hi.., influence ill Greece 
enabled him to raise upward<; of 100,000 men, with part of 
which he continued the war, hoping to re<,over his father's 

B. c. 28.. dominions in Asia. I'yrrhu,>, how{'vcr, 8ucc('cdcd in expf'nin~ 
him from Maccdonia; and, being joined by the greatest part of' 
the opposing troops, the llOpCS of D emet rius were effectua)ly 
crushed in that quarter. 

Demetria. Impelled, however, by insatiable alllbit,ion, the prince con~ 
~~~ ~ullie tiuued to make other efforts, both i II the Held, and by means of 
!\trill hia alliances, to recover his lost groulHl: the last m{'ac;ure was a 
CI'01I'Il. desperate attempt with a ha1ldful of men to !.urprise Seleur.us 

by night in bis camp. Failing, as mi:;ht have been expeeted, 
he fled to the mountains, and there remailwd till hUllg~r forced 

B. C. 28&. him to surrender. Seleucus generously allowed his prisoner the 
range of ample hunting-grounds. with all the conveniencies of 
life: the ten,perament of Demetrius was, however, ill calculated 
to support the great change in his conditioll; and he wiS 
gradually seized with hopelesl melancholy. The elastieity of 
hi. mind was destroyed; he grew corpulent, and .. abandoned 
himself II drinking and gaming, The excesses of th. tai>le 
and a }jI, of inactivity. brought 00 a severe distemper. which 

I Apion in Syriae, p 122. 
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terminated his existence in the third year of his captivity, and pem.~D;i­
the fifty-fourth year of his age. A striking contrast to the III Upll"lty. 

fa.te of this prince will be found in the life of his son, whose 
moderation preserved the crown of Macedonia for a lengthened 
period in the family. 

Scleucus, the successful rival of Antigonus, continued to be 
the undisputed sovereign of the greater part of western Asia, 
till he was assassinak><i by Ptolemy Ccraunus, D.C. 280. A Dcalh IIJId 

short time before this, he had however resigned part of his =e~:: or 
empire, with his queell, Stratollicl', ill order to fiavc Antiochus, 
who was pining to death for his stepwG)ther. Seleucus wis 
distinguished for his just and ellli~htcHed government, and more 
partieularly for tlu.: collbtruttioll of HUlllerO\JS cities, the most 
remarkable of which were Antiu(;h alld Apamea, both Oll the 
Oronres, with Selem·ia, the 110rt of the fhrlller; also Theo-
dosia, and the greater Sdeucill on tlit' Tigris. TIle btter was 
afierwards eapital of the ('lllpirc of Antiochus Theos, which 
extended from the shores of the Mediterranean tu the limits of 
Hactria. 

The sec-ond of the Ptolemics, who WIIS surnamed Phila­
ddphus, succeeded to the tlm)l!e of Egypt at this period, aud 
in the fin.t year l'rcetcd in Alexandria the celebrated Pharos, The Ph ... ",. 

at the cost of 800 talents. Till' (·arl), part of his reign was erected. 
likewise distinguished by the formation of a noLlt!r 1Il0llUment, 
namely, the great library:' tile translation of' the Old Testa-
llk'nt. now known as the SeptuaBint H'rsioll, was oue of the 
earliest fruits of this institution; which, as will be noticed 
lJereaner,~ had much influence on the infant literature of 
Europe. 

Those enlarged views, which had facilitated nayigation and COl1ll1lel'l!l! 

the acquisition of knowledge, were by Philadelphus extended to :~!o~~ by 

the commerce with distant nations. A city called Berenice, Pt",lemy. 

after the name of his mother, sprang up on the western shore 
of the Red Sea, through which, as will ht'reafter be seen,' -en 
active trlldepssed from and to the Nile j again a canal leading 
to the 8a'Ule river, from the northern extremity of the Red Sea 

I S~bQ, lib, XVII., p. 791. 
• Chap. XVIII. 

I Chap. XVI . 
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was executed: and, as an additional nleans of 8Upersed.iDg the 
route from EI.th to Rhinoeolura, on the borders of raleatine, 
this prince had Beets on that sea, as well as on the Mediter­
ranean. Intrigues, which were the natural consequences of an 
incestuous marriage, and the demoralized state of the East, led 
to a war between Antiochus Theos and Ptolemy,' from which 
the former gladly disengaged himself after losing a large 
portion of his eastern possessions. Theodotus having revolted 
&nd become the sovereign of Badria, his exa1llpre was foHowed 
in other provinces of that part of the world ; but the most 
i~portant change was that which, from a comparatively trifling 
circllml'tance, took place in Partlda. Agathoeles, who governed 
1M Antiochus, had so enraged the people by offering violence 
to Tiridates, that they put him to death; and Arsaces, , the 
brother of the youth in qnestion, having expelled the Mace­
donians, assumed the government of that extensive country, 
which from henceforth was destined to play a distinguished 
part in the history of the world.' 

I Slrabo, lib. VII • p. 152. I Justin, lib. XLI., cap. iv. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

GLANCE AT THE PARTHIAN AND nOMAN WARS, Jo'ROM 

222 H.C. TO A.D. 631. 

&Icucu~ Cnllinicu!I invades Po.rtllia.-Hi8 Death.-Parthia iwcOllies iuc!p· 
pelldtmt.-AlltiO<'hu~ th(> Great Imrc~eds.-Suprres~ion of the Rebelliolltl 
in Media and P~l'>Iia.-PtoJcllly Pln]opnter gain~ Pall'stiuc and Cn:lo-Syria, 
und vi~itll.Jt'ru~alcm.-JJlcn.'I\8e I,f 111(' Human }Kl"'er in Aqia-Demetriu!I 
Nicator invades PaTtillo., and is taken prlsollcr.-Exlell~iun of the PIll"llliall 
Dominiolls.-Judiciuu~ Polity of 1\1ithridates.-A lltinrhu~ Sluete<! im ati(.'!1 
Partilla, and ill l.illed in battle. Parorus, Kmg I)f l'arthia. beeks the 
fril!ndship uf tJI(~ Humalls.-Campaign uf J~ucullu" ill Arlllpma.-Pulltu~ 
hccoml'll a Romau ]lTll\'il\ce.- Cra'~lI~ ill\'!l.h." I'nrthia.-Surcua lake>! the 
Ficld.-Fatt' of t11e HOIlIan Arllly.-SuTt'na's Triumph at Ctt."ipllolJ.­
Surena'II l)~ath.-Circuitou9 mardi (,f Antony into ~Iet.lia.-Sil'£"'· of th(' 
Capitlll.-Uetreat from rravpa to the Ann,I!!I.-Augnstu8 prof'laimed 
};lIIpcroT.-Pr('pnr.ltioIJ~ of lEJiw; Ga!!u~ .-lIlareh of the ROllliln Army 
into Arabia Fdix. - Helor]) of the Expedition to Egypt. - Siege of 
Jotapnta by tll(' Homalls.-Sta.tt> of .TcruM\lclll -Sif'b'" nnd Capture of 
the Cily.-l'tIa8~ere of the Inlmbitants.-Trajan's A ccession - lll\ asion 
of A~~yri."\, and dl'I'Cent of th(' River Eupluatcs.-The Nahr-lUaU .. ri. 
OltelltKi for the paSlage of Ilia F/t'<'t.-Cllpture of Cll.'Siphon, alld descent 
to the Persian Gulf -Heturn of T rajill! . - Sit'ge of Atm. -Severu/< 
descends the Eupllrates.-l)a..~'jUge of the Nallr .I\falJ..rI., and Capture of 
Cle!iphon.-Second aud third Sil!geof Atra.- Hctr(>llt of Severus.-Wars 
of Sapor, and Capture of Valerillll.-]nvuioll of tIl!' Homan ]'rovinces ill 
Europe by the Goths, &c - RiM! ()f Odt'llatus, Pliuce of ]'aimyra.- lJe 
makes ,Var on Sapor - Deadl of OdCllat\l~ .-Z('llobia bCiLe.. bOllIC of the 
Roman l'roviuctl'l.-Her COl)t~t" wi th Aurelian -Sil!bl'l: and Fall of 
l'almyra.-GaJcriu9 Defeats thl! l'eI~ialls.-'Var'> of Sapor II. and COD­

"talltine.-Remarkablc 8lCge of Nisibis.-Hlse of Julian.- His prf'para_ 
ti01l9 for War.-De&Ct'ut of thl' Ri\'er Eupllratet- with u Fleet and Army 
to AnaUlo._Fearful Hurricane encOlmlered when approaching tllis City. 
-Deacent of the River conthlUed.-Siege and Capture of PerisaLoras, &c. 
-Julian CtoMefl Mesopotamia to Ctesipholl_-Retreat autl Death of Julian. 
-Jovian sueceeds and effeel~ a Retreat \l ith the Roman A.rmy.-Ueli '-ll-
rius is Defeated by the Per..iall!.·-Chosroes invades Syri~ aJ.ld CapturCl:i 
Antioch.--Chosroes is Routed by JU!/tiniall.-&:cond Im·a.sion of th'" 
RomM Territories, and total Defeat of ChOlltOO8.-H.ebe1lioJl of Yarnnt'S 
put down by Chosroes.-Dedlne of tht' Per!>ian Ilower. 

DURING the period about to be considered, the cOlltest which 
bad previotlSly been 80 general in all quarters amongst the suo-

VOL. u. 2 n 
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{'essors of Alexander, became chiefly ('onfined to one portion ~ 
'Vesteru ARia., that inhabited by tbe Parthiau8: these, in their 
connex.ioll with other countries, will now be briefly noticed. 

Ptolemy Euergcu>s, who at the close of the preceding chapter 
filled the throne of Egypt, ,,-,us more occupied with peaceful 
than with warlike pursuits, bl'in~ no lrss the encourager of 
learning and scicnce, than higprcdl'ccssor Ptolemy Philadelphus. 
011 the library of AlcxRudriR he bestowed particillar care, with 
the assistance from timi' to t ime of Lhose individuals, who having 
made themselves remarkahle fbr their knowledge and acquire­
meut..;, became in consl'quence the cherished guests of the 
Egyptian monarch. 

Whilst UIC arts of peare were fostort'd in this kingdom. those 
of war maintained their pre-eminence in the ad.joining territory. 

The fil's t object of Sclellcus Callinicus, th(' successor of An­
tlochul', 011 Lcin~ pnrtly cxtric'ated frolll two unsuccessful con­
tests, Olle with r tolcmy Euerget(·", nud .mother in Asia Minor 
with his brother Alltiochus, was to march a~aillst the Parthiaos; 
but owing: to fresh commotions at home his purpose was delayeti, 
and Arsaccs obtained auother opportunity of consolidating his 
power. As soon, however > as these troubles seemed to permit it, 
Sp.lcucus rellewoo the attempt wi th that perseverance which chap 
racterized the successors of AJcl: anrf cr: but being defeated and 
taken prisoner by Arsaces, he died in captivity.' The Partruans 
afterwards celebrated this victory as the first day of their inde­
pendence, and as that by which their leader had raised himself 
from a low condition to the throne : Arsaces taking from th~noo­
forth the title of king, became in fact the Cyrus of Parthia. The 
sllort reign of the son of Seleucus, Sc1eueus Cerauuus, or "the 
Thunderer, was followed by that of his brother Antiochus, .. ar­
named the Great, which, in his fHleenth year, commenced under 
difficult circumstances, both as regarded Egypt and h.· own 
territory. His brothers, Molo alld Alexander, the satrapiJ of 
Media a:nd Persia., withdrew their allegiance from bim, and 
hostilities commenced ill Egypt again~ Ptolemy Philopa¥w', 
who was now all the throne. The war was urged ~fby 
AntigonuB in t~e region of Crela-Syria with little ~ .and 

, JllI'tln, Jib. XL!., cap. iv., COIDpa,nld. with Athenmus, IV., . ... ~ .. 
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was carried on at the same time in Mesopotamia under his 
general Xemetas. This last was still less fortunate; for having 
passed the Tigris, near Seleucia, he feU into an ambuscade in 
that neighbourhood, and perished, with those whom he com­
manded. Mesopotamia as well as Babylonia thus fell into the 
hands of. the rebels.' 

In the spring, Antiochus took the field, and passing the Antinchtll 

Euphrates, no doubt at the Zeugma of Thapsacus, he winter('d ~~~et t.h.e 
at Antiochia of Mygdonia (Nisibin~. Subsequently his troops B.C. 217. 

crossed the Tigris, and having relieved Dura, which had been 
besieged by Molo's troops, he advanced by Oriculll to Apol-
lonia,1 the capital of that vart of A~yria whic,h Lears this 
name. Here he gained a complete "ictory, and the rebel 
Molo having in despair laid violent hands on himself, his fol-
lowers submitted j as did subsequently the Atropatians, with 
their king Artabazancs, and the whole were received into alle-
giance as formcrly.' 

On the coast of Phamicia contests, on the whole favourablc Defeat or 
to Antiochus, were carric(l on both by sea and land; but these ~~yUI by 

were followed, ill the spring, by a campaign which terminated Philopator. 

in his defeat at the great battlc of Ullphia, the consequence orB. C. 216. 

which, was the submission of Ccclo-Syria and Palestine to 
Ptolemy. 

In making a progress through these territories, the conqueror 
visited Jerusalem, where he offered sacrifices to the God of 
I8rae~ and bestowed rich gins on that holy place. It is nlso 
stated that he visited the second court of the temple, and that 
wben about to penetrate to the holy of holies, contrary to the 
express law of God, he was stricken with terror and retired.· 
During the next season, Antiochus. being, ~y the terms of the !M~N 
treaty that followed the late campaJgtl. at hberty to renew hos- JIae~ .. and 

tiliti~ carried the war into,Asia Minor, and having defeated ::.di~:­
Aehmu:a, and taken Sardis, he subsequently recovered Media, COtiutriet. 

I Po1ybiUll, lib. V., cap. :--1..., -xlix., compared with Justin, Jib. XXX., 
cap, i. 

• No,.. TIMreb&o: D'Anville'8 Ane. Geog., vo1. n., 1" M. 
• 'P~f~ J~. V" cap. liv. 
• ThIrd '!:)ook, of Maccallees, c1lap. 1" v, 9, to cba.p. II., v. 24, IlII found 

in the 'Cob .... Vntic&nw of lhe LXX.; 1.180 'Pol, biu" lib. V., eap. h:ll. 
2D2 
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Jlarthia., and Hyrcani<l, and cOllcluded a treaty by which 
Arsaccs was to C\$ist in regaining the other provinces;! in 
conscqUf'ncc of which Baetria was subdued. The forces of 
Antiochus ll umbcfl·t! 100,000 foot, and 20,000 horse. 

But notwithstanding the success which thus attended his en­
deavours to rocm er thc territory of hi'S l)redcccssors, 4ntiochus 
discovered ill th\! sequel that circumstances were greatly altered: 
the Homan power now extended iuto Asia, and notwithstanding 
hi:! repeated and pCl"SeVeri'lg efforts, it was firmly cst<lblished 
bdwccll th e chaiu of the Tllurus Hnd the river Halys; in 
cOllo.,cqucllce of which, the kin h"S of Hyria w(.'re wholly excluded 
from Le~cr Asia. Thin b'S were in this state, whclI SdCUCllS 

Philopater sllceeeded Allti()('hu& the (ireat ill the govCrtllHelJt 
of a ki ngdolll, uow opprc.<::.cd v.ith the LJlOrillOUS annual tribute 
of 1,000 tal ent<. t(J tlw Homans. 

H enccfortb, the in1t.rfcrcllct' and iufinen('c of the lat.ter 
ll('op1c rapidly increased amongst the Grech, thl. Maccdonians, 
the Syrians, and the pcople of A!.ia Millor Many provinces 
had ill reality become HOlllan, r,Ollle ha\-ing been bequeathed allti 
others obthilled by intrigue'S or negotiations j 50 that ill the year 
145 B.(;. but little of the Sdl'ucid,l'an territory remaint:d. 

Demetrius Nicator still, however, retained Syria, though jn~ 
volved ill a serious a'lu prutracted v. ar wi th the Maccabees; 
which had scarcdy terminated whf'n he was threatened with 
more serious danger from auothcr quarter. The Parthians 
were, at this period, govcrJ]('d hy MithriJatcs, tbc hrother of 
Phraatcs; and, of btt', this people had subjected the whole of 
the countries lying between the Inclus and E1lphrates. Some 
of'the inhabitants being of Macctlouian descellt, Demetrius WIlS 

urged by repeated embass ies to enable them to shake off'the 
yoke; amI, full of bright hopes built upon the promised general 
insurrcction, this prince marched eastward with the bulk of 
his forces. The Elyma'ans, Persians, and Bactrians, eucces~ 
sively declared in his favour as he advanced, and he defeated 
the Parthians in several engagements;. but at the very moment 
when the pro8pCet of recovering his eastern territory IOeJlJed 
most promising, the Parthians, unuer the plea of ~~ 

, Justiu, lib, XLI., ('Sp. v. 
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or by some other ruse de guerre, made him prisoner, and cut 
his army to pieces. 

Followill~ up this victory. Mi~hrid.ates o~~ined p~ssessio.n OfS::lt~:l" 
MesopotarDla and Babyloma, which, lJl addition to his prcvlOus &c., u!ldtr 

. I . h d f h . I· b Mltbndala. possessIOns, gave 11m t c com man 0 t e territory yllle: c~ 

tween the Ganges, the Euphrates, and Mount Caucasus,' In· 
stead of considering them as ephemeral conquests and enriching 
himself by their spoils, the great Mithridates consolidated these 
acquisitions,' making them an integral 1)<lrt of the Parthian 
empire, whose intcl:\Tiry was preserved during many ages, not· 
withstanding the uivcrsity of nations which the.: state ('olll}lris(.>d! 
Either by force or p('r~lla~iUIl the talt'lltco. ruler of ]larthia 
induced most of the llrillccs of A sia to form alJiancl'~ 011 his 
own t~rms; alld it is said that he took from euch whatever was 
valuable, as th~ basis of' th~ laws by which the empire was 
regulated during th~ remainder of his reign: this terminated 
in a glorious old age, and was llO~. less illustrious than that of 
Arsaccs I .J 

Suhsequently, Antiochus Sidcl<'s, hoping to liberate his brother D. C. 135. 

Demetrius, invaded l.larthia at tlw head of 80,000 men; and ~Id~::: 
in the cmnpaign that i()JloWl'd, Phraates 11. heing defeated ill der"a~ io 

thrt:e successi\c battles, all the conquests of his {ather Mithri- Panh,a. 

dates Wert: los[.. A chang-t', hov.c\Cr, soon :dterwards took 
place; for the illV<Hlcrs, b('ing cOllfined withill till' iilllit'i of 
Parthia I.lropt:r, and enculllben.·d with f(lllowcrs who were triple 
the number of fighting' lLlen, experiencctl a signal defeat; whell 
Antiochus was slain, and his army entirely cut to pieces! 

Phraates was alHlut to follow up this succcss hy the invasion Phrallea I_ 

f S · h b k . I h S tl· I I' hi, tiro. durin, o yrJa. w en a war ro e out Wit 1 t to cy nails. n t liS the ScylbiaD 

contest he perished, and his 1iucccssor Artabanus subsequently Wilt. 

lost hiB life ill a battle with the Thogarian Scythians.' D.C.I~9. 

Pacorus, the son an(l successor of Artahanus, tempted by 
the renown of the Romans,. and desiring their friendship, was 

I Juatin, lib. XLI., cap. vi 
I Diod. Sic. in Excerpt. V!l.le9ii, pp. 360, 861. 

. • Ibid., compared .,.ill! p. 597. "0]. II. of WC8IIeling'8 Mithridates-. 
4 Ju.ti:u, lib. XXXVIII., cap. x:.; Diod. Sic. ill F.llcerpt. Vaiesii, p. 374; 

Joe. .Aat., lib. XIII., c.p. xvi • 
• Jumn, lib. XLU., CfLp. i. 
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OrigiDollhll induced to send ambasstdors to Sylla in Cappadocia; and thi. 
,..arJ betweell 1" " tb R II' tne RomDDB step t:U to lmportant consequences; lor e omans, as ales 
and Partluaus. of the SyriaHs, or othcrwis<>, henceforth maintained Jlll almost 

Loeolllll 
in",du 
ArmeDL •• 
D.C.6:i. 

uninterrupted war with I>arthia. 
Thj~ commenced under Phraatf>s H!., who besieged the city 

Artaxata, with a view to the re-establishment of Tigran.es: on 
the throne of Armenia. Phraates withdrew, however, 011 the 
appearance of Pompey, after rellewing the alliance concluded 
by Ilis father, first with Sylla, and then with Lucul1us, l 

Mithridates, though disappointed in the assistance promised 
by his son-in-law Tigrancs, continued the war, but being again 
defeated, he sought and obtained from the latter an asylum in 
ArmHJia, Tigrallcs, however, scarcely granted hospitality to 
his relative, ltnd even refus(:d to see 'him: at the same time he 
carried the \\ ar in anotlu.:r dlrection as far a.c; the confines of 
Egypt. The success of Tlgranes gave umbrage to the Romans, 
and Lucullus invaded Armcnia m consequence, though osten­
sibly, as a punishment for tlte asylum ,~hich had ~e:.t afforded 
to Mithridates. 

The vigour and talent io; which the early career of Tigrancs 
had been distinguished were now totally wanting, and his 
retreat before the invaders became almost a flight. One portion 
of Lucullus' army continued the pursuit, whilst another, under 
Sextilius, was employed against Tigranocerta; bllt soon airer­
wards the two divisions were united with the view of prosecuting 
the siege more vigorously. Tigrallcs now called a council of 
war, ill whlch it was determined to attack the Romans, and the 
appearance of the king's army crowning the hills beyond the 
rivcr (presumed to be the Mesopotamian Khabur), was hailed 
by those in the city as the harbinger of victory. 

lMttlCl of Leaving a force to continue the siege, Lucullus crossed with 
!!f:~~~ the remainder of his army at a ford where the river makes a 
::=mOiD! bend to the west. This gave his movement the appearance of 
letri1Ory. a retreat; but the decision of the battle in his favour against 

fearful odds, opened the gates of the capital, with ita treaml'e, 
to the conqueror. Thus terminated this remarkable cam~ 

1 Diod. Sic., Jih. XXXV!., p. 22. Liv. Epit., lib. c.,eomparedwitkDlo 
Caasiu8, lib. XXX VI., r. 24. 
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in .... hieb LueulluB, at the head of an organized hody of 11,000 
meo, 10,000 being heavy-armed. foot, and 1,000 cdvalry, 
arebers, ~md &lingers, and assisted only by Machares the son 
of' Mithridates, bad successfully invaded the kingdom of Ar­
menia, which was defended by 250,000 men. i 

l'ompey superseded the Roman general, aDd ended the war PootUI 

soon afterwards with the assistance of Tigranes the younger, ~~:I a 
who had taken arms against his father, and Pontus, as wen as Pfl)VtIlC('. 

Syria, became a Roman province; thc Jattcr in right of 
Tigrancs, who had been elected successor £0 Cyhiosack-s, the 
last of the Sdcueidre, who had heen murdered in Egypt. 

Parthia, the next object of' conquest to the RamaH"!. was 
under t.he government of Orocles, who had m,urpcd the throne 
of' his brother, MithriJates II., alI t.! was as~istcd by the cele­
brated Surcua. 

At this }leriod COC'sar \\ as nominated to Gaul, and his rival, Cr~.~uw pro-

P S · 1·1 C b . d I .",,~'\lllohi. ompey, to pam, W !l e raSSUfi 0 tame t Ie government of ~tlvcrnmcnt 
Syria, which hi '> avarice prompteu him to s('ck, that hc might III Syrll. 

make war upon the l'arthians. Bis object beillg known, it was 
with exceeding difficulty that he got out of the hands of Atei us 
Capito, and. the party who were opposed to th(' unjust jn\'a~ion 
of this rich and powerfulnatiotl, which had never been subjected 
by auy foreign encmy.2 Pa~illg through Galatia he reached 
his C011Stllar 3}lpol!ltUlcnt, which cOlllprised ~yri,l and the 
neighbouring provinces. lIe theH lost uo tillle in cO!l1mencing 
his plans against the ])artbians, and })Rstelling across the 
Euphrates, he fbund Mesopotamia altogether unprepared against 
invasion. Had this unexpected ad,'antage been followed up, F,,'tt in~nD 
Crassus might have taken Seleucia and the whole or Babylonia; of l':l.rthia. 

but after itorming Zenodotia, 3 he most un3ccouutably retraced 
his steps, leaving about 8,000 men in the towns of Mesopotamia. 
During the succeeding winter, Crassus increased the revenue 
of Syria by new taxes and fresh sacrileges, not even sparing 

\ Ph.larch in Lu.cull., vol. I., p. 509, Paris, 1624, compared with Appian, 
Mithrid" ~. bxxvi. 

I P:lJItarch in Cra880. Appian, Dell. Civil, lib. n., I'll. 437, 438 . 
• ~ &0 have beeu on the riVL'r Khlihur. 
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the scat of the mu('h-venerated Syrian goddess Atargetes, I or 
the hitherto-respected treasures of Jerusalem! Having plun~ 
dered this rich temple, and the others within reach, and being 
joined by his son, who had been serving under Cresar in Gaul. 
he collected his forces early in the spring to renew the invasion 
of Parthia. Aware of his hostile intentions, the warlike Orodes 
had lIot only assembled a numerous army in the meanwhile, 
but had sent a special embassy to the procons!-,l during his 
preparations. 

Agreeably to th·eir instructioHs, the ('lIvoys on being admitted 
to his prcsence, inquired with admirable tact, whether Crassus 
were about to break the existing nJh~nce by order of the 
Uomalls, or only to make waT to c;ntiatc his private interest; 
for, in the fornll'r case, It war of extermination ml1st be the 
consequence, Wh{'Tea.'>, il] the latter, the })arthian bovereign would 
be ready, in cOllbiucration of his age, to allow the Roman 
garri!>OIl to retire from Mcsollotnmia unmolested. Crassus 
haup:htily rt'plicd, that tht·y should h<l'le his an<;wcr at Seleucla; 
on which the em oys briefly and t'xprl'ssi, ely replied, that hair 
would grow on the palms of' tllcir hamls, ere hc took the city in 
questio!l .~ 

Orodes, little fcaring nn attack Oil the western side through 
thc D~scrt, but rather expecting his encmy would attempt to 
penetrate either by the route of Armenia, or that of Upper 
Mesopotamia, divided his troops, alld proceeded himself with 
the main body to cover the frontiers of the former, while he 
despatched the remainder to eueounter the invaders ill the 
latter direction.4 

This important command was entrusted to a celebrated indi­
vidual, whos~ character, as handed down by Plutarch, displays 
that extraordinary mixture of' qualities, for which the eastern 
people are sometimes remarkable. To a commanding stature 
and winning manners, Surena joined wealth, power. and .~ 

• Straoo, lib. XV!., P 748; !)lm., lib. V., eap. xxiii.; Plutarch in Cl1IIIO, 
and above, vol I., p. 421. 

• Jos. Ant., lib. XIV., cap. vii. 
• Flor., lib. lII •• cap. ii.; PlutL\rch ill Crauo. 
• Plutarch in Crasso. 
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tbority only inferior to those of the king. who had been Hi. !mJlOrUM 
Hrv,OSW 

indebted to his valour for the recovery of Seleueia from Mith· Orode&. 

ridates, and for the preservation of the crown itsel£ The trap 
yelling equipage of this chieftain comprised 1,000 baggage 
camels, 200 chariots for his harem, and 1,000 heavy-armed 
horsemen, besides a number of light-armed troops; fot'ming, 
with vassals, slaves, &c" a body of about 10,000 followers, I In 
his case the luxury of an Af.iatic prince was united with the 
intrepidity of the soldier, for while ready to lead his troops 
on the most desperate enterprise, lik<: the Arabs and Medes 
he was not ashamed to paint his face, and dye and perfume his 
hair.' 

Surena now advanced against the Romans, and quickly SUW18 
• • lI&um.'S Ibe 

recovered Mesopotamia. From some of the fugitIves, the offeoloive. 

Uomans learnt that they Wf're about to encounter brave alJd 
{Ietcrminerl clIcrnics, whom they could neither escape by flight, 
nor overtake in pursuit, and who wcre consequently very 
different from the Armenians and Cappadocians, whom Lu~ 
cullus had dri\'(~n out of the field. 

In consequ(,lIce of this intelligclI('e, Caius Cassius and most en.-r.~ 
f h J " "I I" led " I tileElI.pbra\oK o t e cglOnary trl IUJ\('S, ~l.( Vlse( ra.c;suS to proc('c cautIOus y, "Lth -«1,000 

whilst Artavasdcs or Artahazus, S king of Armenia, reeOlll- weu. 

mended him to throw himself' into the mount..1.ins to avoid the 
Parthian horse. Dut tL e general, following his own opinion, 
advanced towards the frontiers of Mesopotamia, and passing 
the Zeugma of Thapsacus, elltcn..'ii that country at the head of 
seven legions, and 4,UOO horse j or, including the auxiliaries, 
about 40,000 men. 

Seeing his chief determined to advance, Cassius recommended 
him to keep a.long thc Euphrates., drawing supplies from his 
Beet during the march towards Seleucia. But the insidious 
advice of Ariamnes, king of Edessa, then a visiter in the camp, 
prevailed, and the Romans advanced over a desert tract, tin 
the scouts brought intelligence that the Parthian army was at 
hand. CrassUSt believing the assurance of Ariamnes that the Mu.toal • 

l' , ad ted l'.. prept.rauoas. enero 8 lorees were not numerous, op a square formatIOn, 
with, as the necessary consequence, a limited front. Oue of 

1 Plutarch in CraIIIO. • Ibid. • Ibid. 
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the wings wu given to his son, the other to C/lS6ius, t:lM! 
general retaining the command of the centre himsel£ Thus 
advancing, after a long and painful march, the eHerny was dis­
covered, but apparently not in force, near the river Balesins 
(BeJik). Surena, who was prepa.red ill every way, bad not 
only concealed a part of his forces, but their arms also, least 
they should be betrayed by their glare; till on a given signal, 
an army well mounted, tl.nd with shining cuirasse~ appeared to 
spring out of the ground, and advanced to the attack, making 
a frightful noise. Surena, richly dressed, charged at the bead 

Cc. UI...... of his spearmen. Finding the phalaux impendrablc, the Par­
IIlmtottbe 
blttle. thiaDs retired, acconling to their custom, in apparent confusion, 

but again returned to make a lOON' general attack, by means 
of showers of arrows, ~hieh were poured in on all sides. 
Crassus now ordered the light·arOlcd troops to advance and 
charge the enemy: this for the moment was successful ; but the 
Parthian horse speedily re·formed. and forced the troops to seek 
protection behind the heavy·armed foot. Showers of heavy 
arrows were now di!:>charged against the close mass, on which 
every missile took effect, and the situation of the Romans Wag 

the more hopeless, since the Parthians had the means of re· 
plenisbing their quivers from a reserve carried on camels. 

Cbarseof Young Crassus, by his father's directions, now advanced at the 
)'lJWIgCraa.ullo head of 1,300 horse, 500 archers, and cight cohorts; wMn the 

Partbians, as was their custom, took to tlight. Not doubting 
that this was real, the youth, crying out, "They By before us I" 
pushed on at full speed; but when far from support, he found 
himself charged by the supposed fugitives. The Romans 
halted: but instead of engaging in a close fight, the Parthians, 
as before, resorted to a discharge of arrows against those whOle 
situation scarcely admitted of either attack or defence. As a 
last resource, the young commander, at the head of his cavalry, 
made an ineffectual charge against the cuil'8S8eS and~ neeJ~ 
covered horses of the enemy, &nd after baving beeD wounded, 
retired .,.;th bis remainiDg men to join tbe infaDtry, and oeiHd 

......... a riling ground, which they hoped to defend till """"""" owId 
.:;:-aDd arrive. Dut seeiog no chance of usl8tanee, .nd beiDg IlMWe 

to use his arm, he sought the relief of death from one of his 
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aUend&!lls. The Parthian. having killed or taken all that 
remained, marched without delay against CrusU8, displaying, 
as they advanced, the bead of his son on the point of a lance. 

On perceiving this dismal trophy, Crassus exclaimed, like a F:WllrU Qf 

true Roman, II This misfortune is mine; let us charge, and ~=:; lit. 
puniih these insulting barbarians, since the loss of ODe man troopa. 

cannot affect the victory." His efforts to reanimate the troops 
were however vain; and the Parthians continued their harassing 
attacks till nigntfall, when they retired, to allow. as they said, 
the fatber one night to lament his son.' 

This was truly no more than he nquired, for the' excibement l:et.u.t of die 

b " h" " k 1 1 tI )(on '.11 .... ,.. of the contest emg ov~r, 15 cncrgtc" SUIl so camp etc y tat 
he covered his face in his cloak, and became incapable of further 
exertion. A coulleil of war was therefore called, and it was 
resolved that a retreat towards Carrhre should be commenced at 
dawn, wInch took place accordingly, the wounded being leil:. to 
their fate. Three hundred horse, under Ignatius, proceeded, 
however, early in the night by the same route, and passed on 
to the Zeugma, after apprizing the governor of Carrbre that a 
hattIe had been fought with the l'arthians: Crassus found in 
consequence an asylum in this city. This, llOwcver, proved 
only temporary: Surena was not long bellind his enemy, and 
having ascertained that Crassus and Cassius were within the 
walls, he prepared to invest the place. To avoid so critical a 
~ituatiou, the Roman army continued its march the same night, 
cl06ely followed by Surena, to whom their purpose had, it would 
appear, been betrayed. 

Finding the army hampered in marshy ground, Cassius DLfficult!1'II 

separated himself from the guide, whom he suspected, and tlleoollttred. 

returned to Carrhm, whence he made his way into Syria; but 
Crassus remained entangled in his difficult position. At day-
light he removed to a hil~ and the troops having been formed by 
Octaviua into 8. hollow square, continned the retreat; their 
bodies serving as a. rampart to protect their generaL 

Cr&6lUS now increased the disadvantages of hill position by Death lit' 

tbougbtleaaly entering into a negotiation. and even accepting c....-. 
an iny;tatiolllo oonfer with his enemy. A kind of .... 1Ile ensned, 

i Plutarch to Ora.). 
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which led to the death of the unfortunate Roman, and to the 
destruction of the remaiuuer of his army.1 

As in the similar catastrophe at Kabu~ in our own time, it 
is doubtful whether the enemy had vlanncd the death, or 
merely intended to bring about the capture of the chief. But 
t.he scene which was subsequently cnacted at Seleucia, Dlakes 
the latter conclusion more probable than the former. 

P05ilicm oflhe The marshes in which the Unmans found themselves en­
loe&litMs. 

t."lnglcd wheu advancing, indicate that this event must have 

Trillmpb of 
Sal'('Ga al 
~pbo.>l1. 

taken place some miles southward of Haran, and the battle 
ground was in all probability a little further in the same direc­
t.iOll.:t The previous passage at Thapsuclls, aud the lIIarch fi-om 
thence through a desert C(HlIItry to the river llelik, seem to 
show that Crassus must. havt: procc<:u<.:d eastward, or Hearly so, 
in a direct liue irulll Thapsacus to the upper part of that 
river. 

Surena proceeded to Sr.;leu~ia after t.he battle, and there 
celebrated hi s victory by a mock procC!-;sion, ill which Crassus 
was personated by al! imlividunl, who" as madc' to l:llter the 
city precl.'dcd by lictol's and other accoll! l'auimcuts of such dis­
plays. The heau of his fallen t.'1l('IIlY hau, howe\'er, alrcady 
been despatchcu to Orodes with Illis brief messal;e: Surena 
scnrlo; the head of the Roman gellel'al, WhOSL' army has been cut 
in pieces. Orodcs r eceived tbis PI'CS(>ut, with trall sports afjoy, 
ill Armenia, whilst engaged ill cCLl1elltiug', with public feasts, his 
rccently-fimncd alhallc(~ with Artabazus ; alld hayillg obtained 
a more particular ac('ount of tht· action froUl the mcsscllgt>r, 
Syllaces, he commanded melted soM to be poured into the 
mouth of the lifeless head, ill order that, ns lie observed, the 
passion of Crassus for this rnctnl might be !>atiated. 

PlCOl'Uf. But Surena did not long enjoy the glory of his victory; for 
loTadrt SyrllJ. Orodes, fearillg he might be supplanted by his vezfr, caused 

him to be put to death, and then sellt an army under his own 
son Pacorus to invade Syria, at 3 time when the Uomans were 
much occupied in another quarter. 

.B. C. 50. 

I Plutaroh in CraB80 • 
• The distance from Cllnhm mwt have been IIJUlll, "inee the ¥,tj 

reached that city about midnight after tile battle. 
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The campaigns in Europe which have been so well described 
hy the Roman historians, and in the Commentaries of Crusar 
hilORelf, having wrminatcd at Pharsalia, the East again became 
the theatre of war. 

After the reunion of Octavius llnd Antony, the latter took. Antony , .. ke-

" Irl . I· h b I If· f' the fidd. the lie 111 person, lOpl!lg to snatc t c aute s 0 vIctory I'OIl} 

his own licutcnallt V cntidins, I and afterwards to subjugate the 
Parthians; and ill order to avoid the passes occupied by the 
(' llCnlY in the fillc through Kurdist;in,2 he appears to have made 
a detour of J ,000 uliles, to the riv('r Araxcs j3 probably kc<'pillg' Route of hi. 

. . an"y towardl 
westward, and agalll northward, of the most lllOUlltaIIlOUS part PI'IULl!p4. 

of Armenia. 
Having arrived on the horders (of' M edia, alJd wisl1ing to 

hasten opcrations ill order to rejuin Cleopatra, Ill' lcft. Statianus 
in Atropatana' to hring on the haA'!!',1g't· aud military ellgillcs, 
while hI.' made a forced mareh of ;~lJO miles to l'ra<lspa or 
])hrnata, the Atropntcninn E<'lmtana, ~ hlll'ing t.1ken, it is sup' 
pORed, the route Twar the lake of Urllnli'yah and the Miyand<ih 
plain, followiug' the val1('y of the Jaghatt'l hy ~a'in ~al'eh, 
to the stronghold ill qu(·stion.' 

Feeliug at ease respe<.'ting the sa lHy of their city with Capture of' th41 

Antony's present means, the PClrtliian nrmy which had come :.a7ga":eano1 
to prot.ect it, allowed the ph1('e to be quietly invcsted, and euglllts. 

crossing the 1l100wtains in a dirct't line, they fell unf!xpectedly 
IIpon Statiunus, allll not. only rOllt('d his escort, but eaptllrcrl 
the whole of the baggage and military cngilles.7 Antony ou 
perceiving his fittal mistHke, awl suspe('t.ilJ~ the object of' the 
Narch, hastellcd to llUl'f:. ue thc Jlarthians, but findiug he was 
too late, be rdurne(l to reSUllle the sicge, raising a mound 

, ,JOB. Ant., lib. XIV., cap xx vii. 
~ Tile pas! of Keli-~h ; li, I\ml the mountainous country about Rowahdiz, 

would be in the direct liue from Tllllp..'Il.CUS to tile Median Eebntana. 
• lfthe valley of the Uppl'r Euphratel wen' {()l\owed, keeping northwar.1 

of E11l-Ritm to the central part of the river Araxes, the distance from Thnp­
&acU5 would e,:cood 1 ,000 mile.~. 

• Plutarch, p. 933, :lnd Appian, vol. III., p. 71. 
• No .... Takhti.Sulciman. Hoyal Geog. Journal, voi. X., pp. 113, 114. 
I Ibid., p. 115. 
, St1'll.bo, lib. XI .• pr. 023, 524, 525, compared witl, Dio CassiU8, lib. 

:XLIX., p. 465. 
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ag<J.inst the wans, as the only means of replacing the engines. 
He persevered f01' a time under these adverse circumstanees; 
but being unable to make an impression on the town, or to 
bring the active enemy who harassed his rear to a general 
action, supplies also beginning to fail, he abandoned his en­
trenchments as they stood, and forthwith proceeded hy the 
mountain road towards the Araws. Antony retreated by a 
different linc from that by which he had advq.nccd, namely, 
through the mountains, leaving it is supposeu Maraghah on thc 
left, and skirting Sebelld iu the direction of Tahrfz. There 
was a sort of understanding that the march 'Would not be 
molested; notwithstanding which he found himself constantly 
harassed by the Parthians, alld 'luffcrcd thc greatest losses and 
privations, being attacked no less than eighteen times before he 
quitted the Median territory. The principal affair, that of 
Gallus, in ~ hich the Roma.ns lost 8,000 mell, took place pNr 
bahly not far from Miyandab I nut at length he recrossed the 
Araxes into a friendly country, after the lose;, chIefly by sickness, 
of 20,000 infantry and 4,000 cavalry,! 

Antony speedily rejoined Cleopatra, and (,rc long the battle 
of Aetium took pl<tce. Ou the death of Antony and Cleopatrll, 
Augustus entered Alexandria, and two years later he assumed 
th€' title of Emperor. 

The early parl: of his reign was remarkable for an expedition 
sent into Southern Arabia, 3 in order to secure Ly commercial 
treaty, or other means, a share of the gold, silver, and other 
reputed treasures of that country. 

By command of the emperor, .MHus Gallus, the governor 
of Egypt, prepared an adequate flotilla at Clcopatris, from 
"hence he proceeded to Lence KomI, a port in the Nabathean 
territory, then well known to the Uomans as a commercial 
entrcp6t between Southern Arabia and the great mart of Petta, 
81Id DOW represented by EI Haura' on the coast of J:lijaz. 

With a fOfce consisting of 10,000 Romans, 500 of Herod's 
guards, and 1.000 Nabatheans commanded by SyUreus, and 
conducted by the latter as the representave of' their ally Obodus, 

• RoyaJ Geog. Journal, VlIl. X., p. 115. • l'lutareh in Aut. 
• Detailed in Strabo, lib. XV I. 
, The white town. l)'Anvi11e', Anc. Geog, vol. II., p. 8. 
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king of the Nabatheans, the expedition pro-ceeded through an Prog,. 
"d " I th ' b thl'OlIgh the ar! country, carrying 011 carne s e water necessary lor su • eOlllltry of 

sistence. After a toilsome march of many days the army Aretu. 

reached the territory of Areta&, who, as the relative of Obodus, 
gave them a friendJy receptioll; but owing to the waut of 
roads, thirty days were subsequently consumed in passing 
through the country of this chief, which is described as only 
producing palms, and a coarse kind of rye, with butter instead 
of oil to render the food of the people palatable. The army 
now entered the nomad district of Ararena, L of which Sabus was 
king. In this tract, which was almost entirely desert, fifty days 
were consumed before the army reached the fertile country of 
Nigranes, probably W' ad! N f'jrin. The king: fled on their ap· 
proach, and bis city was taken by assault. From thence in six 
days the army arrived 011 tlu.' b;:l1lks of a ri"cr. Here an E'ngage- ~nj:'ljtt'me"t 
Illent took place, in which the Arabians lost about 10,000 mell, :~I,!~tl 
and the town of Asca (Cisca), fell in consequence to the invaders. 
GlllJus next proceeded to the town of Athrul1a, which did not 
offcr any opposition. Havillg procured supplies, and left a 
garrison in this place, the Romans proceeded to Marsyaba, 
in the country of the Rhamallct<E, which was governed by 
llasarus. After six days, wallt of water obliged Gallus to raise 
the siege of this toWIl, which according to the account given by 
the prisoners, wru. only two days from the spice- country. Per· 
cciving that he had followed the guides uselessly for six months, 
Gallns determincd to return, and taking for this purpose a RetT\'atof 

more direct line, in nine davs he reached the battle.ground Of!~\II.Gtllhr\, 
the Nigraoes. Eleven day~ carried the army from thence to 
the Seven W ells; from whence they marched by Chaalla to 
MaJothas, and thence through an uninhabited country to N era 
Komi, a seaport town under the dominion of Obodus: thus 
accomph&hing in sixty days in returning, a distance which had 
occupied six months during the ·advance. Gallus then crossed h .. rdllln to 

the Red Sea to MY08-Hormos, from whence he marched to EQpt. 

Coptos, and returned to Alexandria. There seems little doubt 
that the eltreme point reached, Marsyaba, is Mareb or Saba, 

I G(ltaeiin, in his Z'CIIenrches, with much probalJility 1I1I1'}JOIt8 tba.t Stnhn 
Ilere alludes lu tbe tlirttrict of Nedjd.eVArir\h. 
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also called Marsaba, beillg, like the former, ill or 1lear the' 
country of the Rhamnatre.1 

Although there arc not sufficient materials to foJ)QW the 
wanderings of the Roman army unuer .1Elius Gallus, the time 
commmed during tht; advance ma.y easily be accounted for, 
without. the sUJlpo."ition that the Romnw. g('llcral had bccn 
d('cci\ cd. The detour of N eujt.l-cl·' Aridh was probably taker. 
to round the bigh range of Jebel Imariyeh. This and the 
subsequent llJarch through desert COUll tries in' central nlld 
southerll Arabia, would give a distanc{' of lJ('arly 2,000 miles 
from El llama to Marsyaba, ",hieh would have' occupied 
nenrly the specified time of six month!:>;. whilst the return, 
when better acquainted witll the ('"ountries to be traversed, 
would n:tturally htl\"(, O('CIJ much more rapid, the direct distallce 
to One of the ports 011 the coa5t opposite to Mcdiua, being ollly 
ahout 1,000 mil('s. 

TIl(' failure in the attempt to sllhju~ate the Arabs was almost 
the only disappointment which ue('urrcll uurillg th(' reign of' 
Augustus, all else hnving been l'rospcl'Olls. The Parthians 
wcre glad to restore th(' truphies AS well as the relllaiuing 
captives taken fWIll Crassll:-l; allu ill the fillluwing year all 
eruhassy came ftlr tllt' second timc, Lringing rieh l'r(;scllts from 
the l ndiang, to seck his alliallcc." Morcover, extensive tracts 
of country, amI even kiugdOllJs, were disposed of hy AUb'UstuS: 
.1!Uong thtse was Armenia, which was, for tbe secolld tim(', 
bestowed on Tigranes; the latter having been raised to the 
throne on the expulsion of Artaoanes, 

'Vhcn the adveut of the U.cdeemer of lllankill(l took pla('t!, 
Augustus still wichlcd the sceptrc of' Rumc; ami, oniy half 3 

ceutury after the decease of this emperor, the predictcd pUll ish. 
ment of the Jewish people eOllllllcllccd, through the instru~ 
mentality of Gcssius Flarus, the last anti most crucl of the 
governors who ever tyrannized over Judea. III the secmd 
year of bis gov~rn lllellt, the Jews, exasperated beyond endurance 
by his atrocities, everywhere took up arms, and giving loose to 
their passions ilL murders and robberies, Crestus Gallus was 
sent to subdue them, but was !Shortly afterwards superseded in 

• Strabo. lib. XVI., p. 782. ~ lbitl., lib. XV., p. 719. 
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the eommand by Ve8p8.sian. The Roman general commenced fapta~ of 

the war by burning Gadara; after which, with the l-L.%istance of oPpalL 

his son Titus, he laid siege to J otapata, knowiug that Galilee 
must follow the fate of its capital. The city was defended by 
the celebrated hi~torian of the J ews with such valour, that it 
resisted 60,000 Romans for forty-scv~n days, when it wa~ 
carried by a fearful assault in which every illdividual was either 
killed or takel) prisoncr. After th(, f;tll of this city, I V e~pasian S~ of 

reduced Joppa ami Tarichc<l by storm, and Tiberlas having i~~1aD &lid 

surrendered, he likewif,c ('aptured Gfllnala. Titus was em-
ployed against Girehala, whi('h being taken, he rejoined his 
father, ill order to undl'rt,lkc the "iet:;c of the calJi tal, tbe 
principal object of the war. Three parli('s at this time di"itlell Stale of 

h "r 1 d j" 1 "" d . . J"l'IWlleru. t e powcr III , cru!.u em, all a Ollrt I wa~ invIte to assist m 
its defence, viz., the ldumelln<" wh o, a'l the d(>seendallts of 
Esau, were cousideretl a part of the Jewish nalion. But 011 

being admitted to the ("ity, t l) revenge S0I111.: supposed insu1t, 
they induJgC'd their l'reu.ltor) habit" by plundering and com-
mitting odlcr ( ·},.ce<;~cs, ancr wliieh they retumed to their OWJl 

country, lca\-ing J erusalem to its late. Discord was Ilt its 
height when Titus approached j WllO, aftcr the Ilecessary re- A.o. ,3. 
connaissances were made, commcnced tIlt' siege ill form. The ('ommeD~ 

h I " "d 1 M f 01 h" I I . mellt o{the tent eglon OCCUptc tIe OUllt () Ive'l ; a t If( eglOn ileg.l. 

took post three &radia beyond the <-it)' j and the rest of the 
army, after levelli ng the grou1ld bel", cell Seopu<; and the walls, 
was stationed where thcs{' turn from north to '" est, and from 
thence to the tower uf' Hippieu$. During thes(' preparations, 
Titus sent Josephus to ofter terms of peace, which were scorn-
fully rejected as it wcre by the whole nation, then assembled 
from all parts to kcep the fca~t of the Passover. Titus, there-
fore, proceed£d to levt'l the suburb,>, and after carrying some of 
the works. re put a stop to all chance of egress by lines of 
cir~mvallation. Famine soon ensued, and thi~ to sach a Dl&trtll of' 

fearful extent, that the cravings of hunger overcame a mother's JenI.JI;lem. 

love, and the body of the offspri~ hecame the food of the 
'Wretcbed parent. Whell this inhuman circulnstan('e was. made 
known to Titus, he determmed on the extirpatiou of a people 

I Now probably ~ret.-See vol. I., pp. 479, 480. 
VOL. n. 2 E 
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who had chosen to be reduced to such extremities; and the 
siege being pushed with iucrcascd vigour, the castle of Antonia 
was tahn, the gates burned, and the temple plundered aod 
afterwartls cl<,stroycd hy fire, notwithstanding the efforts of 
Titm: to sayc this noble structure. A horrid mass..'tcre sub­
,;cqucntly tuok place, alHl l,lOl,OOO Jew!' arc said to have 
pcrisll('d ill this melllorable siege, while D7,OOO were sold as 
slaves : 1 the descendants of' those who cscapt·d. still cOJltinu(! 
ouh·<lM .~ ill the remotest coruers ofthc world. 

The" ork of massacre and pillage heing over, Titus caused 
the fortificatiolls to be razt,d to the !;rnu[J(~ with the exception 
of:, piece of the ... ('stern wall, Illl(1 tilt! tI l! cc towers {If] I ippicus, 
Phas.'l.·Ius, and 1\flniamllt', whidl \,erp left'to g:iH! fhturc ages 
some idea of the <;tr(,lI~th of the city.! 

A.D. 78. On the death of Y ('.<:pn"i:m, Tit!!" rrC'(·iYed tIl{' purple: })is 
A.D. 81. brotlH'r DOlllitian succeeded him, alld was followed IJv Ncrva, 
A.D,9(', who closed It happy rf·ign hy the judicions ('hoice of a successor. 
! l'lIjrU!'s ... anl This was Ulpius Trajall, a natin' of Ital ica, Hear Seville, who, 
III Germnoy. . f I' ' 1ro.T • d b 

A,D. l Or. 

He ('O'I~t"lI;t5 
• fke!. 

111 cOJls('qucncc 0 the (l'C1S!OtI of .1 ... crn\, qUltte t c govern-
lIl en t of lowrr GermaJlY, to assume th;lt of the Uoman empire. 

During his second war a~ajllst the Daeians, the famous 
bridge of twenty larGe arches was thrown o" er the Danube by 
his {'nginecr, Apollodorm; of Dnmasclls.' lIis C'onqucsts over 
the Dacians and ATIlH'llians procurcll for him th<: reputation 
of a grent p:"C' rlcral ; but these, as well as the subjection of Arabia 
Petrea, by llis lieutcnallt, Aulus Cornelius Palma, the governor 
of Syria, were Oldy pr('paratory to hiR illVasioti of Parthia. 

Early 111 the spring he ad\'anced towardf; the ('nemy; but as 
the country ncar the Tif:,rris produces little wood adapted for 
the purpose, he conveyed thither 011 carriages the materialS 
prCpatl.'f1 in the forests near Nisibis for the colljtruction of a 
fleet: ami all reaching the river, he prepared to'lay a bridge 
over againl'lt Mount Cordynas, the highest of the Gordyrean 
ehaill.4 The barbarians (Assyrialls) were posted on the op­
posite ballk to prevent t~ passage, yet Tra.jan succeeded in 

, JOII', Bell. Jud" Hb, Vl., co-p. i. ii. t Ibid., lib. VII., cap. i-
• At tLe nanow part of 01(' river, Dear the present Oreova, . 
" Pliny, lill. Vll., Clip. xX\·ii. 
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throwing a bridge across the river: part of the vessels were PIl55age of the 
lashed together to form the hriugc, while others, with soldiers Tigril:, aod 

and arch('rs on board, were posted as if to covet the operation 
of passing the river, or to man<£uvre on each flank. Owing to 
this judicious rlnn of attack, alld the consternation caused by 
the appearance of such It fled in a country, where, from want 
of timber, it could not have beeH cOllstrncU.'d, tIle enemy fled. 

The Romam; immediately cros..<;('d the river and snbdued ~lIhj(>dloD of 
thl' whole country of Add)('IH:, which is that {mrt of' Assyria AdiabeJle,: 

near Nineveh, am) also contaills Gllag;nnela and ArucIa., where 
Alcxalld{~r cOIHJ1iCrcd Dariu.';. The inhabit'lIlts, changing s 
into t, call this 11a1't of' tht> territory A thur, ii)\' A ssur. I 

Not fiudiug- all Y (,lIcmic~ who were ill a ("audition to off{'r Dto~njOr 
" 1 J> I" ]" I k d 1 I ' t"~ r,v~r rc. ... lstauce, t Ie art \lallS Will).! ('xtr(,lllc y wen enc Iy t IClr Euphr-.. t .... 

civil wars, Trajall advalleccl as fitr as Babylon, a1ld visited the 
lake, the sulphur (or LihllllCIl) of which had been Il ~t'd ill con~ 
structing the walls of that statdy (,it.y. The strellgth of this 
bitumell, when mixed with hri('ks or small stOIlCS, js so great 
that it. beCOIl1('S hardr)' thall lllarble 01' iroll.~ 

])ifficulties have hecn experiellccd in l' xplaining the descentObservajionz 
f'T' h I' 1 I" "1)' d cll' oUllte o raJaH, W 0, aCCOl'( Illg to tIt' llstorlan 10, prOt('c e rOJllloealit'el. 

As.c;yria by t.he 'fi~ril; to IbLyloll, whieh i.'l .o;ituntcd on the 
sister stream. 1\ut as the namc uf one river is sometimes used 
by allcient writcl'S tor t.he other, there is little donbt that on 
this occasion the Roman fket dCSCClldl,d the Euphrates. As 
lUIS been deseriued. the ,'csscis were transported OIl carriag-es 
'rom the forest of Nisiuis to the banks of the Tigris, and sup-
)(I:;i ng dwm to have been c.'lrricd back in the samc manner, 
I'rajan could have tllkell his forces frbm the neighbourhood of 
3injar, alol1g the Mesopotamian Kbalnl.r into the Euphrates at 
~ircesiulD. R,nd. then ha\'(~ continued the descent to Hit and T ..... jan rom­
"b] h h 'f'] "' d m~n<:dtbe oa yon; w erc t c narrativc 0 t 10 opcratIons lS l'f.,'sume.3 Nahr MaIU. 

Trajan had resolved, writes Dio Cassius, to carry his vessels 

I Dio Cassius, W. Reimer, Ramb., lib. LXYlll., cap. xxvi.; StcJlh. 
[092, Xiphilinua, 'P. 252-151. • I Ibid • 

• As the hi8tonM ClLrril!>l !llm from fhe Eupllru.tes ac'"08S the country. it is 
~bviolllt that Troj'an must have descended t.hia river, aDd lIot the nb>1'i~, U& 

~rmnllQU8ly stated in hi~ text. 

2.2 
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from the Euphrates i~to the Tigris, and he commenced the 
c;\I1al now called N ahr Maika for this purpose; but he ahan­

~uppo<l"Il ~'lsdoIlCd th(' work Oil ascfTtuiuiug that the bed of the Euphrates 
ofth~r,,·~t>.of ]. I ] ] f h 'j'" J h] d Mewpolalllill. wus uS" H: r t Inll t J.'lt 0 t C 19ns, ane t tit t lCTC was anger 

A~~rtia. &c., 
<l .. dar~d 
/("",,,,, 
i"unuN:S. 

TraJ3n 
d~S<·"lIds tbe 
Tigris, &.c. 

that th e fOTIlll.:f would be- drained in cOllsequen('c of the waters 
(le~el'lHlitlg- tl) the lower lenl. Trillil-porting his vcssds, tht:)re­
fore, by Im'lUlS of carriages a('fOSS thl:: country which lies between 
tIl(' two riVeT!;, alld which is a Ycr)' llarrow tract, he crossed 
the Ti~l'i" alltl entered the city of Ctcsipholl , where he fouud 
the dauehtcr of Chosro('s, ;lIld the golcicll tIl t'olie of'this prince. 

HiH'iug conquered the f:llrl'Ollwling country, mul declared 
.\ ~"'yri:l, .AT (,~:D pot.1J))i;;, ;lnd A ravia, to be Homall prvvillces, 

}I(' was salut<-tl :IS cmperor, ;lHd l'l'tlluli!o>hed his ril;ht to tb(, 
surU:imt' of Parthi('ul'. III' alf:,\) r('cl,iVl,d f'I'01lJ till' senate the 
h.mom of a trilllllph. attc1](h,d with fi';I .. ti' anti puLlic rejoicings., 
\\hieh wen' to ('olltiuuc as lOIl~ as he thought pt"Ol'C)'. 

Aft<: r the fill! of Ck!o>jpiJ('Il, Tr<ljan sailN} down the TiS'l'is 
t,o the H c(l Sl'I!, 1\ jl,trt of tile Otl'IW 1i0 tltlktl from the name 
of a prilll'l' ,,,ho timllerly r{ 'ig-neJ tlwr(', ;mil without difficulty 
rcd\i{:cJ an i!".land, ('alled the hie of i\h's~('JII:, \\hiell is situated 
in thl.! Tit;ri~, and of ""hid l At:unhiJuf:, was killg. Uut owin~ 
to storlllY well.ther, the rapidity of th(· rin:r, alill. till' reflux of 
the ,;ell., the fled was l'xposeJ to extrl'll\e dallgl'r. The iHha~ 
hitar,ts of <l ('ity (,:lllcd Spasinll.s re{'(;ived him in It fricudly 
tnazW(T; .. wd he :lfh'rw:mls eamv to the oceal] itsdt; which he 
viewed \"cryatt(>nti Ycly. S'eei!:g a ship rcady to sail for India, 
IH.: said that he would huw' iliadI' the Y()yag-l' himself if he had 
bcen )ounger; adding, that Alexander had been happy ill 
carryillg his arms so far.' . 

A.D. Hi. Sym}ltollls of revolt ill the newly~acquir('d provinces havil,g 
Hil return to called t;'Jr the presence of' the emperor, he immediately re-­
Ct<.t' I'hUll. turned to Ctcsipholl, whcrlJ, haviHg' assembled the Partbians 

and Homans Oil the neighbonring plaiJl, and recounted £i'om an 
elevated spot his various expeditions, he declared Parthamas­
pates king, ami placed the crown" on his head. He llext pro­
ceeded against the Hngarencs Or Saracens; who had endea-

, Dill Cassiu~, eO. lIcimcr, ]Jamb., lib. I~XVIlJ., cap. xxvi. 
, Probably a ptsrtion of lile Anbs we~tward of the lower EUl'hrt.teI. 
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voured to shake off the Roman yoke; but owing to the f>carcit.y 
of water and provisioos for the troops, and the ('xccssivc bca~ 
Atra, I the capital, successfully resisted his arms; and Trajan 
being foiled, as Severus was at a later period, he raised the 
siege alld proceeded to Cilicia/ where he died in the nine-
teenth year of his reign. 

Adrian, his successor, resolved to abandon useless conqu(.!st<:, Ad"inn 

dI " "I~ I" 0 I "" b I k5,*,Uilhe an laVlll~ W\tlllrawn liS troop!> IrOlll tlc . terrltOrieS ('YOll( 11umb-Torth" 

the- Enphratt·s, that fiVer ollce mure became the uoumbry of~~::.':::~,. 
the UOlllan <'lIIpirc. 

Peace, which continued for lIlany Yi'ars, was a~ain disturbed A.I>. L 6~. 
by the }>crsian king V olo~cscs. who was defi'atcu by Cas"iu5. 
At a Inter period, the emperor .sen~rus n'~olved to suhj<'ct the 
Parthians, who, wbile iw wa~ ot:('upil'rl in the civil war, had 
possessed t.hclllseh"cs oi' MC~Pllt;l111ia. ami laid ~iq;:e to Ni"ibi". A.D. l~ ; . 

This cit.y held out till Sl'w'ru,: apptarecl, WIH'll the Parthialls So-verns 
" d" I I]' II" I" " h . .. h ..... e"'l~ tbe imnle late y retrcatc( . '0 oWln~ up liS ~!H'{'ess 'l it Ill· E~LvhrllLe'. 
creased mellllS, :l1IU l'OIlSid('rin~ the autullllI th(· most f:lvour· 
able season for his iutc ndeci cx}wdition. the emperor put bis 
fleet and nrmy in motion; the latter partiy Oil tbt, banks of the 
~tream, partly on the wnttr. 011 rt'a(,hillg J~ahylollia, II(' cau:-;ed 
the Nailr Maika to bl' e;letln,t! out., by whieh ltl('all~ hi!' fleet J'a.;«1<tilro.glt 

1 0th '-' I " I 1'"" S I . tlH.' r"lal was coovcyc' JTorn e .DUP IraJ.c:-; mto t Ie 19-rlS. t' elWla ca,ud. 

having fallen, be laiJ sic~: to Ctesiphtm, which was at h'lI~th 
carried; but this operation was attemlcu with HlallY privatioLls 
to the troops of SeyentH, \\ ho were forccu to eat. such root!l as 
they 10uud in the fiC'lds. The city wa.s gi,'cli ul' to plunder, and \~nfl~n rt of 

the inhabitants put to the swonl, .. with the (,XCl'ptiOll of 100,000 Cle>lphuu. 

womell antI ('hiluren, who wcre sold as slaves. The pompous 
account given of hi.':! exploits, Wllich wert' also reprcsellted hy 
llaintings., obtaiued for Scvcrus from ~he senate a triumph, with 
the title of Parthicus Max.imu~. 

As the supplies had becn consumed in descendillg the ljn(' of~cturu of 

h E "' d' d b Si'w, us. and t c uphrates, ~everus was tltcrmme to return y ,mothl'r ~i"g~ of At .... , 

route. The army ascel\d~·therefore along the Tigris, and in A.D. 1:1.'. 

passing through U ppc\" Mesopotamia. made an unsuccc;;sful 
attack against Atra (El J:Iad1.lr). In the following season, 

ProbabJy F.l J:Tartl,lf. • XiphiliulUI. Trll:illn. p. 2,34. 
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Severns, having made gr('at preparations in troops as well as in 
mi1it~'lry engines, laid ~iegc ti.lt the sc('.olll.l time to this city, 
whose resistance could !lot be tolerated, all other places having 
submitted to the dominion of R ome. But, though no means 
were spared in carrying on the attack, he WilS as unsuccessful 
in thi<; attelllPt as in the former, ami f>uffcred the luss of bis 

Second eit'{i(!., dlOicest troop. Many were ~laiTl whilst fora ging; r...r, at that 
and ill_Sirll. • 

res~tnuC1loI momcnt, the Arablall c.'lvalrv wcri.' <lccu<;tomcQ to fall upou 
Atl'lL thcm smldenly fro~l the cxte~ior, whilst the lH.:sit'gNl showered 

darts 011 those near the walls ]~l1t th(' g'tI'<1tcst loss was ex­
peril'nc('d when th(' Romans had rcacill'u the {(lOt of the wall, 
and had beaten d own phrt of it, [ill' th e best('g'ed then threw 
quantities of burning naphtha Oll tIl(> assailants, WiH'll, besides 
the dl'l>trn ction of the n1{'lI, the w;Il·lih, etlg-ill e~ were cunsumed 
in an iJ) "tant by thl!, liquid fire. 

S.~1'llI1'1IiIle5 Severu,,>, from the ground wli('l'{, he ,\ a1; posted, had the 
the liege IDLI 
retl't'llU. mortificat ion of lwing 1m ep'-witm's<: o f' thi s (':d:il!'trophe, alJd 01 

the failure of til(' as<..a ult , at till' 1II0tu('llt WhCll 11 is soldiers 
attempted to {'nter the town through ti ll ' \.JfI:;lch. Severlli' HOW 

ordered a retreat to \.)(' sounded; Lilt find i ll~ that a whole day 
passed without allY oilt,}, of !oo llTrC'lHhor from th e illhahitants, he 
gave directiom:; for anoth('r a<,!<.IUIt. TIt~· Europ{'om soldic~ 

refu"ed to advanc(', and the Hyrians bin in!; ulluer tall'1l that 
servj (·c, were repul<;<,d with great )0<;5, After remaill ing twcnt) 
days hcfix(' this placl" he r:liscu the J,iq~(' and proceeded to 

A.D. 201. l>aJest inc, after which he went to .Egypt, VI here he rendered 
fun eral honoutS to P om p('y the (;rcat. 

A.D. 211. This monarch died whilst carrying the Homan arllls into 
Great Britain. lie wa,> thcn ill th e neighbourhood of' York, 
preparing to rell ew the invasiou oj' Caledonia, the wall whicn 
ht' had \'nrried aero&.<; the island from Solway to the mouth of 
the Tyne not having been a sufficient protection against the 
p eople of that kingdom. 

The Pe"i.,l1 The crudties of his son Caracalla, and of his successor 
fh:~r Heliogabalus, caused two inva<;i<f& of' the Roman territories. 
P.rtbilM. On the first occasion, the l{omans pIlTcha.'If'cl peace from Artll~ 

banes, ki ng of the ])arthians, by fifty millions of drachmas; 
but, on the other, Artaxcrxes, who had established the Persian 
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011 the ruins of the Parthian power, was foiled before Atra, 
when he returned to his kingdom after ravaging Media, I instead 
of takiug Syria whirb was then unprotected. 

The dt.'cline of the Roman discipline had, for a time, !l:iVCll ll"'u<im' all~ 
the superiority to the Persia})s; but, thc ancient discipline ~::~'~C~~1:t 
having been restored by the emperor Ah'x3micr, when Arta-
X('rxcs advanced at the head of many thousallds of llUrsclUcn, A.lJ. 23:. 

1,800 chario~ armed with scythes, and 700 c1ephauts, each 
(>llrrying, aceording to custom, a tower fined with archers, he 
was entirely defeatNl ; :lIld, to U5e the word<; of the H~an 
general, ill his relation to the sl'nate, the 1II0!tt l,otcnt l'er:;ian 
hillS Art.a.xerx(.'s, ,~ith 1 :20,000 horse, was lmt to flight, and 
1,000 Cataplmwt,"lTii, whom tlw l\rsialls tall C]iball3rii, killed 
1lI war. 2 

Ahout fh·c year:. iakr, AIc"andt;r was assassinated, and A n. 23!1. 

Gordian III. assulII('u the purl'k ill cOlls~'qucl lce. Xapor, I-iO Il S3POT'b' 
• • 1I1:[ <'SI,LOn and 

of Artaxcrxcs, the relllnrl..au] r pTJllee "liD }jOII' oc("u pled till" ch .. ractcr. 
throne of l'en,ia, was of lofty .:-.tatul"l", Ilrrogaut and hau:;hty ill 
his dcmclluour, ]lassiollatt', ('fuel, .11[(.1 all e!I<:'1II)" to till' priyeiplcs 
of justict.!. This priui'i" tbe r(·st.ur~ of the rCl"si<l1l empire, 
entered the Uomuu dowiuio lls at the bend of a numerous army. 
('lIpturcd the cities of 1\ i:-ibis aud Carrhw, ()\ errall Me:.opo-
tamia, :nltl cOlllmitted dn;;allfilJ r,nageS in ~yria. Antiol:h 
itself had faBell, and thr .Homan ~oldjers \I('re beg-inllillg tu 
desert their staud;m/s, Wllt'll Cordial! restored cOlltidellce hy 
boldly assulIlillg the oficllo,ivc. 

For this purpose he hastened to the thcatr'c of war, and Gu,.!, '" 

d . , S' I b ) ffi . f' ~l1c~"~fuUy a vau(' l/lg Irom .. yrJa, soon pro\'('( t at t lC (; (:WllC), 0 [in 01'!~" Ih" 
army docs lIot dt'PCllU all its numerical strength. The Romans Peno",,$. 

speedily rceoveretl ArtaX3Jlee anu Antio('h, <IS well as Nisibis 
and Carrh!e,' In the face of a host of .l'ersilws, aml Sapor 
retreated before his energetic enemy, \\·110 11roposcd to follow 
him even (\9 far as Ctcsipholl.3 

Subsequently, however, the Persiam regaiued sonle of tk-ir 

I Uio Cassius, lilJ. LXXX., p. 818. 
I Irunprid. vito All'x., ('ll". lv., h'i. 
I Julius Capitolillu'S in "it. Gurdian, ¢.:l.1). xxvi., xJ..,ii., ~ 'J:lII""l' ! wit!, 

ZueiWU5, lib. 1., PI'. 5, 6. 
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lost ground; but Gordian, having again advanced, totally 
defeated Sapor OIl the banks of the Mesopotamian Khabur, 
and forced him to fetreat iuto his own dominions. Whilst 
following up thi!ol success, Gordian was put to death by his own 
troops, nt the instigation of Philip, the captain of' his guards. 
A splendid monument, recording his titles and conquests in 
Greek, Latin, Persian, Hebrew, and Egyptian, was, however. 
erected by the soldi(,fs to the now dc.-ified Gqrdian at the 
Circcinll camp. which, according to Ammiallus MarcellillU8, 
whyisited the spot, was at Dura, IIcar Zaitha, and sixty stadia 
below Circesium Oll the Aboras.l 

Sapor renewed the war succes.::fully in the time of'Valerian, 
and baving taken Antioch, after ('ollqueril1g the intervening 
territories, he returned to P<>rsia, with much booty! About 
this period the 1lorani Scythiaus cross('d the Euxine, and, 
having plundered Trapezus alld ('crtni n pla('cs ncar the Bos. 
phorus, they retreated, on the approach of ValerialJ.i 

A,D.260. Valerian, thinking the territory Oll the Rhine and the Danube 
VllleriDn is secur, hastened into SYria to meet Sapor, and his allies the 
ukenpr1l;oner ~ . de d .' b h . d I 
by SaPOI. .i"1.rmemans all a USIRns; ut Rvmg encountere t lese com-

bined forces UJlder serious disadvantagcg, he was signally defeated 
near Edessa, and sllbjected to a lengthened and cruel captivity.t 

This ill success brought On the J{oman clIl}lire a flood of 
Rome.nd her invaders, who, coming from the wide circumference of Asia, 
F~:r~ are eOllverged upon one portion of Europe, and threatened the 
fbmuened. destruction eVJo of Rome itself: OJJe section, the St'ythiarl 

Goths, ravaged the southern coast of the Pontic sea, and a 
considerable part of Asia Minor. A 8('cond, the Sarmatians, 
occupied a part of Dacia, and the neighbouring tracts. A 
third invaded Spain; 0 whilst a fourth, the Alemanni, aCCOID-

L Amm., lib. XXIII., cap. v , and lib. XXIV., cap. i ; and Gord. "it., 
eap. xxx., CQmpared with Eutropius, lib. IX" cap. ii.; Z08imu8,Hb. UI.,p.49. 

~ Zoeim., lib. I., pp. 10, 25, 33, Ox. j Ammian., lib. XXIII., t:ap. 'f.; 
Zonare8, lib. XII.. cap. :xxiii. I Zosim., Jib. 1., pp. 12, 28, 29 . 

• Ibid., pp. 33-34; Aurd. Viet., p. 210; l)etl'i Palridi de Legat., p. :l9j 
Valeriu, viI., p.175; Zouarea, lib. XII., cap. xxiii. ; Trehell.Poll., Valer., 
cap. vi. 

I 7..oMm., Ub. I ., p. 42, Ox.; Gallieni, vit., pp. 176- 178; Zona,. lib. XlI., 
p.24. See Aur. Viet. De CW'., cap. xxiii. 



ellAt'. XIII.] RISK OF ODENATUS. 425 

panied by the Franks, penetrated into Italy as far as Ravenna. 
Gallienus hastened from Gaul, alld succcssful1y opposed the 
torrent of the Franks, and compelled them to retreat. Those 
who invaded Dacia werc likewise repulsed. As usual a civil 
war ensued, by which Regillianus gained the power, while, in 
the mean time, the Persians were acti .... ely employed. 

Sapor laid waste both Mesopotamia and Syria.; and, Riter Sapor I.,.. 
surprising A!ltioch and levelling the principal buildings of the ;::~:!.­
city, proceeded illOO CiEcia, where he plundered Tarsus j then, 
advancing into Cappaclocia, he IRtormcd Cresaria and ptlt its 
inhabitants to the sword. \ The thoughtless conduct of this 
prince, now at the ht:ight of' his prospprity, raised up an un­
expected, aJJd, as it is prow'd, ;t formidable encmy. 

Odenatus, a ruling emir of Palm yra and eaRtern Arabia, Indignity 

) Id . l' J b h ofteredlo Ie an mtcrme( late p IlCe etwttll t c two great powers, Od~n.ln. by 

which for some time had been contclldillg for sovereignty. ~h~ Per'51aD 
Halling to keep on friendly terms with both, he sent several !IIg. 

camels ladcn with rare and valuaLle prl'sC'llts to the Persian 
king. ]~lIt the haughty Sapor tore up the letter whioh had 
been addressed to him, and caused the presents to be thrown 
into the river, declaring that he wouid exterminate him and 
his country for his presllmption , unless .he showed proper 
respect to his lord and sovereign, by prostrating himself at his 
feet with his hands tied bl'hind his back.~ Odenat.us dcclared 
that he would either be revenged for this illdignity, or perish 
in the attempt, and joined his forrcs with those of the Romans. 
The latter, who bad continued broken an!l dispirik.'<l since the Calims 

f· ,. 1 . b' d d . d' .• ~umdths capture 0 • a erlall, were now assem Ie Ull t r an 1ll IVI- offenti..e. 

dual, who distinguished himself by his daring and judicious 
manner of assuming the offensive. Calistus, or rather Balista, 
transported his forces by sea from the coast of Italy to that of 
Cilicia, atld arrived just in time to prevent the surrender of 
Pompciopolis, or Soli, to the Persians. Being joined, as he 
advaneed towards Lycaonia, by his new ally Odenatus, the 
Persians, who occupied this and the neighbouring provinces in 

, Amm. MllrceJ., lib. XXTIJ., cap. v.; Zonar., lib. XII., cap. niH .• 
ZoJiTnll9, lib. J., p. aa, Ox. 

I Petro Patr. de L!'g&t., p. 29. 
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"fancied ~curity, wer£ defeated, and the harem of Sap>r, chiefly 
owing bj'the efforts of Odeuatus, made part of the spoil.1 

Qua~r.. Balista hastened to Cilieia, where he captured Sebaste and 
!!~~= Coryeus/ whilst his ally, faithful to his purposed revenge, fell 
re&nI. • upon the rear of the Persians as thq reached Euphratesiana, 

and obliged them to' repass the river. This operation was 
attended wit.h such heavy loss, that Sapor gladly purchased a 

A.D. 260. safe reb'cat frolU the garrison of Edcssa, by restoring the 
treasure which he had amassed whilst pluudering the Roman 
territory.s 

Odellatu. Odenatus now assumed the title of killg of Palmyra, and the 
:'~tit1~c following year, being commander of the Roman forces as wdl 

~ his OWII, he again took the fldd, and huving recovered for 
his allies the cities of Nisibis and earrha', advanced into l>ersia, 
hoping for an opportunity of puuishillg: his enemy Ly releasing 
Valerian.4 

Qden.IUlI 
d~r~llft; &por 
near Ccesi. 
phOD. 

A.D. 264. 

Sapor, at the head of a powerful army, wa~ defeated by 
Odenatus iu an olJstiullte cJJgagement Hcar CtcsipboD, which 
city he was prepared to hold to the last. The Persians, how. 
ever, had hastened from all parts of the empire to support their 
monarch j and a succession of wcll~contcsted battles were fought • 
under the walls, gellcrally to their disadvantagc. But Sapor 
maintained the city and his royal captive against aU tbe 
efforts of his enemy j~ and Odenatus at length abandoned the 
enterprise, after devastating the $'urroumling country as a 
punishment of the people. In a subsequent invasion, Odellatus 
besieged Ctcsipbon a second time, and had mastered the place, 

.40.0.266. when an irruption of the Goths into Asia Minor called him 
thither, when, according to Syncellus,s he was assassinated at 
Heraclea, by his cousin Maconius.1 

• Ttigint. Tyr., cap :xiv.; ZOllal'., lib. XII., cap. xxiii.; Trebell. Poll., 
Valerian, cap. "ii. • Zonar., lib. XII., eap. njji. 

• Petro Patr. in Excerpt. de Legat., p. 25; Trigint. Tyr., etlp. :09'.; 
ZOlII.r., lib. XII., cap. XIiji. 

" Gall. vit., cap. xx:r:ii.,; Zoaim., lib. I., p. 86. 
I Trebe1lius 1'011., "'it. Gall., cap. :xxxii.; Zosim., lib, I., p. 86. 
• P.88.2. 
, Trebtllliu!I Poll., Gnll. vit., cap. nxii.; Trigint. Tyr .• cap. xiv., Zoom., 

lilt. 1, p. 86; Zonar., lib. XII., cap. niv •. 
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The BOllS of Odenatus being too youug to reign, their mother, Zell.obia 

Z b' d' h' h ..... LIII .. ud eno la, governe In t Clr 118.Dle as empress, or rat cr, queen takn Slriao 
of the East. Gallien, foreseeing tl;tat she would not maintain &eo 

the same fidelity towards the Romans as her late husband, sent 
I1eraclianus against her, who, being defeated by Zenobia, was 
for('cd to retreat towards R ome; the queen, giving way to the 
faseiuations of amhition, followed up this success by the sub-
jection of Sy.ria, Mesopotamia, I and, subsequently, of Egypt. 

Zenobia continued undisturbed till the time of' Aurelian, A.D. 2~2. 
whose wars with the Goths permitted. her to make a &esh 
attack on the side of Bithynia. But ~he former wars having 
terminated, the unpcror pJ'OCf:cd('d forthwith against the queen 
of the East, recei ving, as he advanced, th" sUbmission of Ancyra 
and Tyana; th(:: latter, after all obstinate si~ge. 

OperatiollS against the queen commenced near Antioch: the Allrelian 

first battle is supposed to ha\ e t<tkcn plaee at Innna on the plain t::-::::I. at 

of'U mk, and was de('ided by a well-tullcd stratagem. During IUlIlla. 

the greater part of the day, tbe armour-clad c.waliers of the 
desert bore down eycrything before thell1. All, however, was 
not lost as IOll g as the rc,"ourers of talent and prcscnc(:: of mind 
re'llained. Aurelian instructed his cavalry to T(·treat, and even 
to simulate flight. They continued thiS system till the heavy-
armed troops of Zenobia, spent with exertion, entered marshy 
ground, when the Homans unexpectedly faced abont, and at 
the close of the day snatched thl.: \·jctory from the qucen of the 
East. H er fugitive troops hurried into A ntioch, but again 
quitted the city 0 11 findillg that the inhahitants were likely to 
declare for Aurelian, and proceeded towards Emessa. On 
pursuing them, Aurelial1 found the heiBhts and defile of'Daphne 
strongly oceupi C'd. But a close1y-fornted body advancillg, pro-
tected from missiles by the cover of their shields, carried the He (01'08 tN­

heights, and turned the pass. On approaching ElllCSsa. (~Iom~), paa Daphne. 

Aurelian found Zabdus posted in order of battle, with 70,000 
men to oppose his progress.7 A double attack was immediately 
made, in which the cavalry of A ureliau was overturned, hut 
the Roman infantry being successful, the victory remained 

I Orosi\1~, lib. VII , cap. :\xiii.; Zosim., Jill. r., pp. 36,41,44 
• VOpiacUl~, Aurei., vit., cap. nv.; Zot.im., pp 45,46,48. 
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Second defeat, with the la covered with the slain. 
nhabitants of Emessa, who 

~"VLlla,w). made a rapid retreat 
who secured the treasure 

advance, several combats 
continued his march till the 

was before the eyes of the 

and retreat of T 
Zenobia. he queen, 

Prepa1'Btions 
at Palmyra. 

Commence­
ment of tile 
liege. 

were prepared 
to her capital, 
left by her in 
took place 
beautiful 

an almost . position; while in 
ceJil.U'lIIo1A~"lIi.LlOn as the commercial entrep6t 

of the East, nl ra .• he highest state of wealth and 
prosperity which had ever yet been attained by any city, Tyre 
and Cartha.ge alone excepted. l As lately as the time of 
Odenatus it had been skilfully fortified, and in addition to the 
advantages of high and strong walls, it possessed that of an 
isolated situation in a wide-spreading desert. Here the re­
sources of the besieging army in water, would be limited to a 
scanty supply, while the city was amply provided for a pro­
tracted defence, which, from the enormous wealth of the people, 
their deyotion to their queen, and her determined valour, 
promised to be successful; supported as it was outside the 
walls, by the Arab, Persian, and Armenian auxiliaries. Such 
a state of things, at a period when defensive siege warfare was 
equal to, if not superior to that of attack, almost justified the 
answer of defiance, which was sent in the name of Z.enobia, by 
her secretary, to the summons of Aurelian, who, from that time, 
appears to have determined to be revenged on this minister. 

Thinking ' their city impregnable, the inhabitants, from the 
summit of their walls, irritated the Romans with reproachful 
epithets, while the latter gradually raised towers, and carried on 
their approaches with timber, supplied by the neighbouring date 
groves. Sorties and other efforts were not wanting; for, en­
couraged by their sovereign and the influential men who were 
so much attached to Zenobia, the city was long and valiantly 
defended.' But Syria being open to the besiegers and rein-

I V OpiSCU8, Aurel., vit., cap. xx"iii.; Zosim., p. 50. 
• Ibid. 




