
FROM DASTAGHERD, &c. 

haps be inore to the honour of her sex, that uch a tale of her 
death should obtain current belief,-yet all our morning party (for 
everyone gav an opinion on the subject) thought it much more 
likely that her death wa from the cause and in th , manner which 
they had tated. 

Those who hav travelled extensively themselves need not b 
told how important the most trifling tradition appear when 
related and canva, sed on the spot to which they refer: to those 
who have not, however, this explanation is perhap necessary : 
and it may be added, that it is ju t'in proportion to the remote
ness of the cene and the rudeness of the people that these local 
tales have charm , for him who treads upon the spot itself, which 
it would be difficult to convey to one who reads the narrative of 
a journey in his library or his closet. 



CHAPTER III. 

FROM BELLOW.LA, BY THE PLAIN OF BN:JILAN, TO ZOHAUB AND 

ERPOOL. 

IN about three hour after leaving the khan at Ka sr-Shirine, 
and going ea t-north-ea t over a rocky and hilly ground, we saw 
on our left an exten ive plain, covered with verdure and encirCled ' 
on all sides by mountain. This was called the Plain of Bajilan, 
being the northern termination of the di trict of Ghilan, which 

• 
w.as on the south of u , and the outhern point, or commencement 
of Koordistan to the north. It was from this plain that the cele
brated horse of Ferhad was said to have been brought, to which 
there was· no equal; and it i probable enough that the Nisrean 
pastures, so renowned in antiquity for the breed of horses there 
produced, was also on this spot itself. ' 

• 
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The road from hf'llCP led directly to SC'rpool, our next stage, in 
an easterly diredioll, and was just three hours more. The town 
of Zohaub, the scat of the Kooruish }la.c;;ha of Bajiliin, was pointed 
out to the northward of us, ju~t di:sccrnible by a white dome amid 
,a duster of trC'cs, as it stood at the other extn'mity of the- plain, 
at a distallee of at }('ust nine miles. Thl'rc were two persons of· 
our party drstincd for this, who intended leaving-. us here ; and as 
the day was yet early, and we were assured that we ('ould reach 
Serpool ~uffi('iently in tinH' to ('ontinue our way with the caravan 
of asses on the following morning, w~ determinf'd to profit by so 
favourable an occa!'.ion of going up to Zohaub. In doing this, we 
werc careful, however, to assign a proper motive, by insh:iting that 
we had business there with a certain Mohammed Aga, of which 
name there werc no doubt tWtmty in thc place (the name being al>. 
common as John Smith or William ,Jolles ill England), and should 
push on to Serrool to arrive there before night. 

We accordingly quitted the direct road, and pursued our way 
across the plain, on a course of north-north-east, passing several 
KooTd villages of straw huts, and haying on each side of us fields 
of' rief', cotton, tobacco, melon~ ltc. all now verdant, and watered 
by running stream~ flowing nurtller])' through the plain, and lead
ing off from the Alwund, whidl we had left to tlJ(' southward 
of our road. 

The Koord:o: of the plain all li,,(' in dwellings of a description 
that might he called either huts or tents, for they are composed 
of the materia)s generally used in hoth, and are not altogether 
stationary. Like tlw tents of the Turcomans, the awning or roof 
is oftell of hlack hair-cloth, ,and the sides ami partitions of straw 
matting, crossed by ,Jiagonal lines of black thread. The occuJ>\l
tions of the people as pastors and cultivators, as well as their whole 
domestic economy, resemble those of the half Bedouin Arabs, 
on the eastern frontier of Syria. Their dresses, however, are 
different. Short coats or long jackets of a thick white woollen
cloth, with overhanging sleeves like the Albanian soldiers, narrow 
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trowsers, large shoes made of plaited woollell-yarns sewn together, 
and a conical cap of the same thick white cloth as their jackets. 
with the bottom part cut into several divisions, which are l'itiler 
turned up or h,t llown at thl' plea5urc of the Wean'r, form th(· 
more striking pecuiiaritit's of their costUU1C. Mo:,t of tht:m weal' 

. their hair long, whi('h is often hrown, and hangs ill ('urIs upon 
their shoulupTs. Their persolls are stout ilnd wdl Illade, though 
rather shorter and. thi('kel' than the ordinary staudard. Their 
features an' decidedly different from l,itlH'r Arahs, Turks, or 
Persians, and arc Toundt'r 'ami flatter than dt1Wf, approaching 
nearer to the Tartar fact' thal1 to those named. Their lan
guage has a Bearer affinity to Per:-.iull lllan to any oth('r, ",hid, 
may have he(,11 caused hy proximity of f..ituation, for in their p('r
SOns they ar(' cvid(~ntly <.t ditft'rcnt race of men. 

As \vc approaehed the town ot Zohaub, we wen' frequcntl) 
deceived iilto a belief of seeillg thl' lIlinarl'ts of mosques III diffe
rent din'ctiolls, but these proved on lIl'arer a.pproach to be tall 
white obelisks in the burying-grounds of' this p(~oplc. Some of 
these ''''ere ~f'en for sl'veral miles uff, amI mu~t h,\Vl' heen at least 
twenty or thirty feet high. Such as we !-.aw wen' rudely hullt of 
stone, and ('oated oYc-r with a white ulastcr. They were all of 
the form used in ancient Egypt, and are here plact~d only ov('r the 
graves of the dead, the size and height bcillg proportioned to the 
wealth and consequence of the occupier. This was a kind of mo
nument that I had not noticed before, though we werc assureJ 
that it was in use among all t11e Koords, but was peculiar to them. 

We reached the town of Zohauh about noon, entering it by the 
southern gatej and passing through the greater part of the interior, 
\"e alighted at a small and crowuf'd khan, near the markt't-pJa('e, 
at its northern extremity. ' 

As this town is out of the COlnmon route between Turkey and 
Persia, and, prolJerly speaking, belongs to neither, since it is as 
often independent as otherwise, our arrival here caused very 
genera) enquiry as to what had brought us this way. A message 
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even came from the Pasha of the district, ordering us into his 
presence; and it was said that sinee news of the designs of Daood 
Effendi on Bagdad had reached his ears, gre,lt vigilaIH.'C' amI strict 
enquiry was exer(,ised on all who might arrive from thence, as 
few wars happened in these quarters without the hoords taking 
part with onc or other of the belligen'nts."* 

'Ve repeated the story of our haviug business to transact with 
a certain rvluhammcu Aga of Zohauh, sincl' from this we could not 
retreat, as our cmnpaniolls had ('irculated the .same tale; and no 
less than four or that name and title- came to us within the space 
of an hour, but we p(Jfsistl'd in it that llcither of thclie was the 
man. 

:My Dervish, who was a profkicnt ill the urt of dissimulatiou, 
at last exclaimed, "God knows! 1 hav(' a liuspicion that all is not 
right. It may 1I0t he so !~od forhid, indeed, that it, should, 
But 1 firmly helieve thi s said :Mohnulllieu Aga, to whom you lent 
the hundn.'u piastres at Bagdad, to be some :o:.couHllrel who mt'rely 
assumed the name for his wi<:keu purpose, and, ahusing your piety 
and generosity, <:hcated you ullder the semblance of a Zohaubi t 

without ever having been Ilcar Zohauh ill his life." 
The people of the place Pl'Otcst(·u that there was no other 

~Iohummed Aga among ttlClll W]lOlll tllCY knew of, except the foul' 
here assembled; and when J had acquitted these of all claim, we 
were suffered to rest un'hilf', and our talc gained gencral credit, 

• Diodoru8, AI well aB all the ancient writers, hears testimony to the wllrlike disposition of 
the Carducbialls, The ten th ousand Greeks, in their retreat to their OWl! ('ountty flftcr the 

defeat of tllc yOllnger C)'rus at Cunau, had to pass tllrough their moulltaim, as they had 
de .. ermiued to avoid the barren deserts by which they had approached from hsus, through 
Thapsacus 011 the Euphrates, to Babylon~ ThtS(' Cardurians. or Carduclii. arc de~cribec.l as II. 

free aud warlike Pl'OVic, cnemic~ to the King, and very good soldlCf8, cMlleCially skilful an~ 
experienced in hurling great ~tl'nes out of slings, and sbuoting in hows of a vallt bign~s and 

more than onlinary strength. These pcoplt· galled the Grecians from the riling grounds, 
killing and miscraLly wounding many of them; fllr their arrow" being a.bove two cubits long, 
pierced Loth their shields and breast· plates, so that no armour could repel their force; and it 
ia eaid that theIC sort of weapons were 80 extraordinary big, that the Grecian. ulled to call 

thcse as Suuriafll, instead of their thong dart,. -See Ditx/onl, SicullH, B. 14.(:,5, 
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though it excited much morc blame for our misplaced confluence 
than pity for our supposed distress. 

The town of ZO,haub is thought to contain about a thousand 
dwellings, which is an estimate certa_inly not much beyond the 
truth. These are all small; hut as they have ea('h a garden or 
court adjoining, tlH'y ~pread over a large space of grounu. We 
did not pC'r.t'eivc any dwelling mure than one story high; anu the 
khans, of whic·h there werc two or three, as ~'ell as the bazaars, 
were an comparatively diminutiw'. 

The to\\-'n is enclosed hy a waH, turreteu and flanked by ba~_ 
tions, or round towers, in the Turkish style: it has no ditch, but 
the wall iu.elf, wi thout thi~, is a sufficient defence from cavalry 
a.nd foot soldiers, the only forces known here, artillery being 
seldom 01' lleV(' r employed. \II 

The· G!lvernor, Futteh l)asha, was himself a Koord, and com
manded the wh01e of the d.i ~trict of Baj r lan, the most southern 
part of Koordistan. All the Koords ill thi .;; neighbourhood were 
subject to his authority, and he himself was tributary at this 
moment to Bagdad, though the place has been oft(~11 suhject to 
Persia, amI as often defied all its masten.;. 

The people are repl'esented as of a ferocious amL bad dUHactcr, 
CIS all who have to deal with tyrant!'>, and who stru~glc for 
liherty, are sure to be considered in the e~timatiun of those who 
think passive obedience the highest virtue. To us thl'Y bdHlVCd 
civil1y and hospitably enough, though it might have been unsafe, 
perhaps, for us to have trusted their virtues too far. 

The men of the lower orders were dressed as the peasants 
already described: those of the highVr class wore turbans of deep 
r¢. with fringed eug('s striped with bluc; the women went generally 
uncovered, and were of better features and complexions than Arabs 
usually are. In the town we saw bullocks used for burden more 
frequently than any other animals; and we observed that the 
market was well supplied with food. The inhahitants are all 

II 
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Moslems of thf' Soollnce sed, and have one mosque with a large 
white dome, but 110 minaret. 

Among the various materials whkh I had collceted tu direet my 
enquiries regarding the sit.e of the Palace of Dastagherd, was a note 
furnished me by Dr. Hille of the British Residency at Bagdad, 
which snid, ,. About three fursungs to the eastward of Zohaub is' 
a place well known to the Koords hy the name of Khallet-el
Yezdegheru. It is strongly seated on the mountains; it presents 
the appearance of considerable ruins, has extensive caverns, and is 
about two or three fursungs in ('irellmferell<'e. In the plain, at 
the bottom of Yezdcgherd, are pi,"cs of' brick spread thickly over 
the country, giving the idea of the remains of an extensive city. 
These are callf.'d the ruins of' Zarda 01' Garda, and may probably 
he those of DastagllCrd; but qo information is to be obtained from 
books about them." .. 

I was most all:\.ious to make some enquiries about this reported 
castle of Yezdeghel'd in the neighbourhood, and even to go there, 
if it lay at all in our way j and therefore I requested my Dervish 
to enquire openly in OIU' dire<'tion, while J ventured on indirect 
questions in another. 

'" e lear1lt, from our llnited lahours, that at the distance of two 
hours and a half's ride to the Jlorthward of Zohaub, in the moun
tains, was a clrsrl't('u fort or ca,..,tle called "Duzgurra," or Duz
kUfra, and sometimes" Duzkurra-el-Mclik j" but no place of the 
name of Y l:zdl'gherd was known of, any where in the neigh
bourhood. 

This ca.",tle was said to be much smaller than the Kassr-Shirine 
at Ilellowh. to be built of ~tone on the peak of a steep hill, and 
to be excc<'<.lingly uifflcult of access. It was represented to ha~e 
been deserted rather than destroyed j since such as it originally 
was it still apP('ared to Ill', namely, a mere enclosure of defence, 
dcrivin~ its strength from situation rather than from construction. 

At the foot of the hill on which the castle stands, there is said 
to be a ,mall modern settlement of a few dwellings only, but I 
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could hear of no extensive ruins of a city a~ there reported, 
though it is quite pOl->sible that such might exist, ,md yet not be 
recognised by our informers. All, however, agreed that the ca!o;tle 
itself was small and nearly in a perfect state, al-> it is resorted to 
by the Pasha of Zohauh as a retreat in time of trouble, anu \\'as 
usecl for this purpose very lately, when Abd-el-Itakheem was 
trying his furtllne against the late Abdallah Pasha of llagdad.* 
It was particularly insisted on, that there was no rivcr or hranch. of 
a river near it, and that the country there was rocky and gem!raBy 
barren, the few shephenls on the hills getting their water frOlll 
sprIngs. 

) n the name of this place it is easy to recognise the Da"C:al'll
el-l\1.e1ik of D'Anvillr. The nanll', my Dervish insisted, signifies in 
old I.lcrsian, " the small c<t!'tle of the llrincc," from" Deiz," a 
castle, '~g~rra," small, and "cl-f\.1clek," the Prince; hut I blOW 

not whether this etymology is ind isputable. There art! many 
rcason~. however, for not admitting it to he the Dabtagherd of 
antiquity:-first, that no decp rivcr covel's its approach; next, 
that it is a barren wild. and in no ~(,ll ~(' a (h·lidtJus spot ; and, 
la~tly, tllat it is more than even jh'(' da ys' march from the river be
fore Ctesiphon. Again, the castle is too. small for that described 

• Tht' aocient iuhnbitants of these parh W(,T(' very nenrl), the ~anlC 1..intl uf peuple a, Ihe 

present fIlce. The CoSsre:lllb, aplinst \.\ hom Al l'x,mdcr IIlHlcrtook all (npcdit lull f'{)I1l £Cbat,loa, 

after the mouruing for the i1ctlth of IIt' phcstJon, wrrc a warlike nation, horilcrillg II IKJ 1: the 

Uxianl . .. Their ('oulltry:' ~ays Arrillll, " is mountaillous, ,Ind tlH'lr tuwn" not furtlti('d ; for 
when thr y perceive their lanll illvadt-'ti by a strong :l1 my, they immelll.l ll· ly betake thelUsekcs 

to t\lctops of the moulltaillb (either ill a hody or ill sel)ll rate paT l i('~, :l~ it hal'pen~)wher(' U0 

enemy ca.n approach: and when the invaders of the country !lrc relin'd, they return to tl ll'i r 
habitations, all(1 take up their former trad c of plnudcrlng and Tobuiug t\l l'lr n('ighbour~, by 
which means they support u,f'rnsclvell."-ArriuII, b. i. c. 15. \'. 2. p. l ,5t; . 

• Strabo , lib. ii.) describes theae lamc C'ossreaus as a (\Cople bordering upon )Iedia, and so 

Intractable a race that the Persian monarchll WNe WOllt to buy their peace of them to kc('p 
them from illfeat ing their territorie, with their uSllal depredations; "for," ~ay~ he, " wheucvcr 
they attempted to suWue them, tnt. CossOC'ans, retiring to tlll-iT mountains, ea~ily fru :>trateo all 
their del igns. So that the Persian kin;:ts were forced to pay an all llual trillut(' when thcy went 

to their lummcr palace at Echataua .. for their safe pRssage bal'k again to Bahylou. - lIwk"·$ 

NotE to tltt pnllage cited. 

11 2 
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as containing the extensive establishment kept up at DastagherdJ 

and too perfect for the building which Hcraclius is said to have 
totally destroyed by flames. Besides which, from such a place, if 
once investeu by hostile troops, the posscs~or could not make a 
precipitate escape; this could only have been done in a plain and 
open couutry like Khan-e-Kecn, where Dastagherd was most pro_ 
bably seated. 

It has been said that tllC present town of Zohaub occupies tbe 
site of the ancient Holwan, which was also one of the fertile 
abodes of Khosrou; and this-from its having behind it a steep 
range of mountains, aud before it a nohle plain of a circular 
form, nearly nine miles in diameter, and being hemmed in all 
around by lofty hills,_might have made au agreeable residence 
for the most luxurious prince. 

We saw nothing like ancient ruins here, but our exaltlination 
waJo:i a very hasty one. If, however, this be the site of lIolwan, as 
its relative distance from Khan.e-Keen and Kassr ..... "ihirine would 
seem to im}Jly, ),Anville has erred in placing it on a branch of 
the Diala, for no river, nor even the arm of one, flow8 through 
or near the town. 

The mo!)t contiguous. stream is the Alwund itself, at the other 
extremity of the plain, nearly tell miles off; am! from this all the 
stream~ for waterillg the ricl' grounds lead up northerly towards 
Zohauh, the Icvt.>l dedilling that 'wa). 

Kinnier ha~ placed llolwan at a place called Albania, near the 
thirty-fifth degree of latitude j but Zohaub agrees more accurately 
with the position 3.!:isigned in it~ latitude, which is nearer to thirty
four degrccJo:i than thirty-five degrees, as well as with its distance 
from Bagdad, "i-vhi('h is full)' one hundred and twenty miles, or 
five days' good travelling; wllCrcas Albania, of which place I have 
not heard, would be at least thirty mile. further-by its position 
on the map. 

We remounted at the khan of Zohaub, about EI-Assr, (four 
o'clock) and goin~ out of the western gate, came round the outer 
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wall, and went along ·the high road to Serpool. OUf course Jay 
about south-south-east, keeping close to the foot of th{' western 
hills. In little more than two hours we regained the common 
road to Serpool, to the westward of the spot at which we had 
branched off from it, and then went for nearly another hour 

,ovcr a succession of rising hiBs. 
At sun-set we came to the foot of a steeper hill, on ascending 

which, and reaching its summit, we had to go down over a rocky 
slope that might be almost called a precipice, and would, ill any 
other country than this, have been thought impos~ible for hors('''' 
to traverse. Here we alighted, unloaded our beasts, and both Wt' 

and they might be said to have literally slid down one half the 
way, and tumbled down the othet'. Our guide insisted on tlli~ 

being the common passage, though we afterwards learnt that lit' 
had lost his road, and had brought '" by this unfrcqucntl'd wa). 

It was 'quite dark when W(' reached the khan at Serpo'>}, uno 

we were an ~ufficiently wearied, by onr f'x('ursioll from the beat ell 

track. 



CHAPTER IV. 

FR.OM iERPOOL, ACROSS· THE llAIN OF MO NT ZAGR.OS, BY THE 

PASS OF TIlE ARCH. 

SEPT. n.-We passed a leepless night, tormented by myriads 
of mosquitoe, from the rice-grounds that surrounded us; and 
though I had covered myself with a thick woollen cloak, these 
insects got under it in sufficient numbers to sting me into agony, 
so that I aro e in the mornipg with my 'hands, feet, and forehead 
woln and burning with pain. Our impatience to get out of thjs 

place induced us to quit it even before day-light, so that we saw 
no more of it than the light of the moon admitted. The village 
itself is small, not having more than thirty or fOl'ty wellings, and 
these all inhabited by the Koords of' the Plain. The khan 
however is large and commodious, and was built by the Shah Zade 
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of Persia, for the accommodation of the Kerbelai, as they are 
called, namely, those who go on pilgrimage to the Tombs of 
Imam Ali and Ima~ Hussei~, none but those who go to Mecca 
being dignified with the title of Hadjee. 

Serpool stands near to a remarkable pass between the two 
detached masses of bare lime-stone rock, rising in spiral points 
from the Plain, as if shot up from the earth by the most violent 
effort of nature; and it has running by it a stream of good water, 
for the comfort of those who may halt there. 

The level tract extending from it to the eastward was irri
gated by canals from this stream, and covered by rice-ground~ in 
full verdure. Our way across this plain lay south-east for about 
half an hour along the foot of the 'bare and steep masses of 
rock described, having these on our left; while on the opposite 
side, on" o~r right, was a bound~ry of more even and round r 
hills, one of which was called" Mamaky," or" My Mothe~," and 
the other " Looloo," both in the language of the Koords. 

As we passed by the fi~st opening in the rocks, called the 
Boghaz, or Pass, I remarked a mound of old bricks, hewn-stones, 
and other vestiges of some former building, which had either been 
an old khan now entirely d~stroyed, or tb£ site of some still older 
fort to guard the pass, immediately opposite to which it stood. 

It ,was about half an hour after passing this, and less than 
an hour from the time of our quitting Serpool, that . we went 
through a second Boghaz, by turning to our left, and going north
east for a few yards, which brought us out into- another cultivated 
plain. . 

These passes, though not more t~an one hundred feet wide, 
have both of them tl e appearance of being entirely natural. The 
hills, of which they form the separation, are rugged masses of lime
stone, perfectly bare, and about five hundred feet high, rising on 
their more 81 ing sides in · a succession of spiral points, over-lap
ping each other, and showing on their more perpendicular sides, 
line of strata almost at right angles with the horizon; so that the 
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whole looked as if it had been blown up from the bowels of the 
earth by some violellt explosion. 

My Dervish, who professed to be a great ad~nirer of the wonders 
of nature, and who was struck with the wild aspect of these hills, 
asked me whether llJoulItaills grew progre~sively up from the 
earth like grass, but at un infillitely slower rate? He was 
a good ueal surprised ,""hen I told him that observations on 
the earth's surface made by Illen the best qualified for the study, 
tended to prove that Illountains, ano. every other part of the 
mineral world in ~ight, were rather in a stat(' of decay than of 
growth. lie confess(>u that, on l'cfiedion, all he had seen bore 
testimony to such a doctri lie; though from want of cowdclering 
with proper attention even that which he had seen. he enter
tained an iuea that the mountains of Abraham's dilY "ere t'onsi
derably higher now than thry \,"cre when the ~ood old. l'atriarch 
lived, and that they would continue to increase in altitude until 
their final destruction, 

In thi,s mountain-pass was shown to us a small natural ('averil, 
which a lion had made his den, and to which he had dragged many 
an unwary passenger as his prey, inspirillg ~u('h terror as to put it 
stop to all journeying by this route. It happened that two young 
Koord~ Were at this period disputing ~he po~se~si(Jn of a Virgin of 
the Plain, whom they both loved; uut as tlte!1 lived on the one siue 
of the pass, amI the object of their affection., on the other, there 
Wn." an end put to their evening interviews, by the intrusion of 
this destroying lion. 

lt was thought too bold an enterprise, even for a lover, to 
force this passage alone; bljt as the object to be attained by such 
a step was equally near to both, they for a moment threw asi<).E' 
the jealousy of rivalf;, and exchanged reciprocal pledges to loltand 
or fall together in the attempt. Then arming themselves, and 
mounting two of the best horses of the country, they vowed in the 
presence of their friends, entire and cheerful submission to the 
will of fate, stated their intention of forcing together this inter-
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rupted pa.c;;s, and dragging out the lion from his den,-bejn~ COII

tent, if both should escape destruction, that the voice of their 
beloved should dec~de on their respective claims, and if Due only 
fell a victim, that the other would have his dying consent to 
marry her. 

They sallied forth, and amid applause-s of their comrades, and 
the wish of all that the bravest should have his reward; when one 
of them was torn in piccp.s hy the beast, and the other came off 
triumphant by slaying the animal as he feasted on his companion's 
corpse.-

l"'rom this pass we went up ea~tcrly, over a gently ascending 
plain, well cultivated, and thickly strf'wed with dusters of Koord 
ham1ets in every part; while on the hill s before us were wood 
and water, the former supplying an abundance of fuel, and til(' 
latter desc~nding in small rivulet~ to fertilize the land. 

In about an hour and half we begun to ascend the steeper siue 
of the mountain, having the stream of' the Alwund close Oil Ollf 

right; and about half-way up .we came tu its source, which issueu 
uut from a narrow cleft in the side of the steep rock. and produced 

• The dt!U:lmined ,'alollr of the people who formedy inhabited thi;; l ·QUlltI Y wa5 oh'i>clveJ 

aud admitted by ancl£'nt writers. Arll <I.ll , d .. ~("rihing the rrfa rrh of Alexander ag.tinst Ille Co~· 

~:I;'an ~, who,cfu~ed to iubm it to his government, says:- ' Thi!l people arc a very warlike nation. 

and iuhabit the hill y al\ll mountaiuous parls of l\i.·din; anu therefolc, f' onfiding in their 0\\"11 

valour, and the fastnesses of th(:ir country, \\"ould never bt- broll!;ht to admit of any furclt; 1l 

J>riuce to reign over thcm, and were never 8uhuut'd during all the t ime of the Persian Eml}l~"" 

And at tllat time they wcre 110 vcry high, that they sliglilcd the vnlour of the Maeedonmn~. 

Ale"andcr, l,ow('VO'r, conquC'n:d tht'm ill ihe ~paee of forty day~. aud, bu ilding some t OWIiS at 

the rnoo;t diffkult pMseilo through th(!if ("ountry, he marched awa),." See b. xvii. c. 11. and 

1'tiI1. 1\'ot . J1j~t. b. vi. c. 27. 

Tue eJ:istencc of wild bellsts, CU\'CTn S, and lock), pa~i'.Cs in tillS I'Mt of thc cOlilltry, i~ abo 

n\)t;ced in ancient writers.-'\ _ learn from Arrian , that in the struggles fo r dominion Wilidl 

fC:Uowed the death of A lexllJlder, Wlle(1 Antib'"Ont!8 march(,(j from Me\opotanuft into M('dia, after 

Eumenes, he took I.is army through the mountains illhabited by the Cossreall3. They are 

de~ribed by tllc hia.orian a~ having been a free people, tilne out of mind, who inhabit in 
cave., and feed upon acorns and the salted flesh of wild beasts j-and, contemptible as they 

were held by Antigonu~. who declined purchuiug his passage through their country, he found 

more difficulties to lurmount in forein g their pas~e8, anti 10llt more men in ~o doing, than 

if he had been opposed by a numerous and well-disciplined army. S('e h. xix, c. 2. 

1 
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<It once a full stream of dear amI excellent water. As the mountain 
became stet'pC'r, it was necessary to ali~ht, and walk up with our 
horsl's. The f;cenery was tinC', without being ,either ronwntically 
grand or magllific('nt ; the mountain was of 1ime-stone, of dif
fen'nt qualitic~, and presented many rUffs near its summit, as well 
it!; f;tcep slopes lower down, the whole of whi('h was well wooded· 
with small trces of dal'k green l('aves now in full loliage, and the 
valleys werC' ahundantly verdant.- In some of the views which 
presenu·u themseln·g as we woulld up the mountain by a serpen
tine path, 1 ohsl'fv('d several that reminded me of similar ones in 
Lebanon, particularly near the ('etiars, and the valley of Hazheheah. 
on the way from Tripo}} to Hall)(·ck. 

It was about an hour aft(·, our ('omlllcncing the steep ascent, 
that we came to It Homan ruin. called the Tank, or Arl'h, as the 
building at Cte~iphon i:-; l'allcd Tauk J\.esra, OJ' the Arc,h of Kesra. 
This ruin, if it may ~o 1)(' considcred, f<l! ' it i ~ still in nearly a per
fect st.at(', H'pl'eScnt:o-; an arched rc('cs~, the hack of which is formed 
hy the rock of the mountain planed away for thai purpose, and 
the sitl('s ami roof' are huilt of maSOllry. The rcce:o-;s appeared to 
b(' about twenty feet ill hl,jght, twelve ill hreadth, ami eight ill 
dc-pth in!Siul'. The fflrm of the a1'('11 is Homan ; it is well {'on
structcu, and not a stone has apparently bC(,1l 11lOVt'{l from its 
original bearing, though their outer surfaces arc ('orroded by time 
and the atmosphere of an elevated. J'(,gion. The sides arc formed 
of large blo('ks of smoothly hewn stone, closely ullited without 
cement, and eV('1l polished on the outer surface. The front pre
sents a moulding on the ar('h, which is itself supported by pilasters 

• This corresponds wj~h the ancient de~rrirtion~ of this district . . Among others, Diodorus 
says; "The country. on the first ehtHillce into P~'rsia [roUl the west, IIond 0,& [ar ll.& the Lid. 

dcr~, as they are ca llrcl, (i. e. the Pas9'~s of Mount Zllgro~,) is fl at and low, exceedingly hot , 
and barren of provision; but the reilt i3 higher, of a whole8omr air, and very fruitful. In this 
part tllere arc many shady valleys, a varrety of pleasant gardens, natural walb bounded (In 
either side with an sort8 of tro..>e&. and watered with refreshing spring.; so that thoRe who 
journey this way, frCtluently halt here and regale them&elves in these IJleasant places with 

grt·al dcliglll."-DiudQ/''U$ Sicuiul . b. xix, e. 2. 
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of no determined order,-havin~ the plain lines of the Doril', "ith 
a sort of chain band or fil1et nt the setting on of the ('apital 011 till' 

shaft, but all the rest is entirely devoid of ornament. 
By the side of this arched recess, a large spuee of the rod .. 

had been planed away 011 the face of the mountain, probahly fur 
an inscription. It was of an ohlong form, and from t\!"'clve to fif .. 
teen feet in lengt h, by six to eight feet in height. 1 t wa~ just of 
the same size and form, and placed in the ~ame relative !';ituatioll 
on the side of the rock, overlookiTlg tlw highway, as the tablet. on 
the Roman road at the Nahr-el-Ke1h, or river Ly(;u~, in Syria. ('()II

tairling a Latin inscription in honour of the individual who prtl
jected and executed the road over the promontory thert'. TIII~ 

was, no doubt, intended for a similar purp0)o,e hC're, hut 1 ('ou\tl 
discover no traces of any inscription now visiblt·; aIlli from tilt' 

surface of the k1.blet being' itself still ~mooth, I should COJll'I::VC 

that it had never been engraved on, rather than that it huu heen 
once written and sinee ohliterated. 

To what period these works may be assigned, an examination 
of the early histories of expeditions into these countJics will best 
determine. 1'hi~ range of mountains is the Zagros of antiquit.y, 
which separated Persia from ~b'SYl'ia; .and as the pa~s he-re i::
now the only one practised in this part of ttl(> chain, and contain:-. 
the vestiges of a once nohle road, it is not improbable but that it 
might have been t11e one mardlPd over hy Alexander on his 'way 
from Ecbatana to Bahylon; anu from the kuowJI ftmdncss of that 
conqueror for great public works. of whirh his footstt>ps have left 
as many traces as those of other great men do of devastation, it b 
likely enough that he either made t.he road himbelf~ or cOllsider
a,bly improved it, and that the arch and tablet here were intended 
to commemorate his munificence.-

• Alexantlel, after lM<;o;mg the Tlgrli, au lUi! llloll'Ch tow,Ut.!i tIle rouILtly of the UXI.UlS, 

was obstructed hy the lliffiru!ty of the passe" wllich wCle aU guartleu uy MaUul.cs, a Penlall 
general relnted to Danl1~, and commll.ndlllg a strOllg and wcl1~dlsc(ptil\('d UIIU}. He wa~ 

conducted, however, by an Inhabitant of the rountry, through such a 6tr"lt dlfficull pathll'.lY 

I 2 
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There were several passes in Mount Zagros, noted by thE' 
ancients as coullHunicating between Babylon, Susu, and Ecbatana. 
Strabo enumerates tlll'Cl', the first of 'which pas!-icd hy Messabatc
nus,· and is thought to Le the royal road mentioned by Diodo
rus Sicuiut), from Susa to Ecoatana;t the secoud went from 
Gabienc to Susa,t and was no uoubt that which traversed the · 
country of the Cosscuns:§ and the third went directly from 
~Ie(lia into Persia, An of thcsl', however, must have been to the 
southward of our place of crossing the chain, and this corre
sponded more' accurat<~ly with the situation of the l)ylm Zagriensis, 
or Median Pyire, properly so called, of which the height 'was esti
mated by Polybius to be about a hundred stadia. II The details 
of A]exandel"~ return from Eebatalla to Rabylon are not suffi
ciently minute to deciue on tlw prc('j:-;c route which he follow(Jd ; 
but as this last pass lit!s in tllt:' ::;hortt'st amI most direct way, there 
is sufficient ground to infer thai it was by this he returned after 
his expedition against the Cosscans of the mountaills, during the 
winter, with Ptolemy, his general, as related at length hy Arrian.~ 

From the Tauk we continued still to ascend hy a winding 
path, with a steep vall<.'Y heneath us, and an ahundance of trees 
and several fine springs around us in different stages of our way, 

o~cr these mOllnt(\ill~, a~ th:\t, with a vf'ry httle trouble, they soon found tb(lm~{'l ve.s standing 
O\'cr the heads of those who g-lIfmled the pa~~e~ bdoll', The gtlard3, s('cing this, &00(1 
tl f'd; anti all the Ma("ooonians Ilad now .<;u rnlOllnte-u :he chid uitflculty of the-ir march, 

1111,1 were in (OIll IlICl(' rOll~ssion of the pa~s, the citie~ of the Uxians loon Bllbmiurti to their 

POWf'f, From helice, it is said, the King d['('anl]Jed and marched towards Persia, and the 
fifth day came to a placc ca lled th(' Susi.w Rnl'ks, which was another pas:<, and guarded also 
by a larhc Persian forec._A,.,.i(lll·s £ :r1H'Jilioll ,!f A/tJ'ulld~r, b. xvii. e. 7, p. 550. 

Both these 1':15SCS were, unqucRlionat,ly, through the range of hills dividing Persia from 
the Turkish Empire anJ. from Khl1~istan, and known among the ancient! ItS Mount Zagro •. 
Tllc fi~t of them Illay \'cry proba:']:, be the prcsent one of the Tauk, where the arch anti 
ancicnt road remain; and the last, ~ pa~s further to thc aouthward, in a line behleen this 
1,lace Ilnd Perscpolis, and nearly abreast of Suaa, as its name would suggest, 

• Stroba, lib. xvi. p. rH. 
t DioJorus Siculu~, lih. xix, c. 19. t Ibid. 
s !bitl. and Arrilm'" Expedition, h. vii. c. IS, II Polybiue Hist. III", v. 
'fi Arrian's Expedition or Alexander, b . vii. c. 15. 
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when, in about half an hour more, we gaillf'll the summit. to 
enjoy repose for <I moment from the t(Jil of' our a&ecnt, to fea~t on 
an extensive prospect, and to breathe a delicious air. The sUllImit 
of the mountain is about three thou&and let' ! above the level of 
the Plain of Bagdad, and two thousand abov(~ the level of the 
Plain of Bagilan, ur Ghila]}, on whith its ha~e reposes, there 
being at least one thousand feet ill pl'Ogrc~sivc ascent from the 
first of these levels to the last. As Bagdad. however, is elevated 
from the sea by !':IO much only as is ncces:sary for the drsccllt of 
the waters of the Tigris into the Pen,ian Gulf, it ,,"ould not re
quire much to he added to complete the height of this part of 
Zagros from the level of tllC ocean; },o that three thou saud ft'et 
may be considered as very neal' its total elevation fl'OllI til(> ~en. 

Ou that part of the sUlIunit ovcr which we passed, the snow lies 
for three full month!:. in the winter, so as to f<.-' lIdcl' it iB1pas~<Iuk ful' 
caravans, though hillgle passcllA"crs and me::'~(,lIg('rs traver:,!? it at 
all ~easom;. There are other parts of the chaill, to the north
west of tillS, which are considcrably higher, particularly thohe 
seen from Altoon Kupl'y, which were covered with snow ill the 
month of July, when I passed in sight of them; Imt ~u('h parts 
of the range as we could "'ee from hencc to the &outh-ca~t. were 
hut very little higlwl' than this on whidl we- ~tood." 

Our descent from the summit of 1\10unt Zagrus was more C'(lSY 

than our ascent had becn, this lying ovcr round woouy hilh., with 
grass turf and weeds 011 the soil; and ill aboutan hour after leaving 
the pass we came to the ruins of an old khan, with a new one 
near it, now building, and not yet half finished. We found, 
however, sufficient shelter for our s!l1all party, amI conse-quently 
alighted there. 

This is called the Khan-e1-Tauk, having no to\\'n near it to 

• There Wil! a C\ele Penis (KOlle Persi,,) a~ well IU Crelc-SYTlu, both expressing a hoi· 
low country, as fa Syr;a or PersIa between the mountaLlls. Thc province of Media is styletl 
Kooeslan by the Pcniafls, and AI lebal by the Arabs: buth express a region of mountains, 
eorrelpooding to the Z"gtOs of the Greek.s. 
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give it another name, anti the present Be w one is the work of the 
Shah Zaue, the. King of Persia 's son, the ('xisting lord of the 
district of Kl·rmanshah . Our whole road fro~n SCl'}Ioo1, thus far, 
had occupied Ilcarly five hours, and was mostly in an easterly 
direction; but from the nature of our road, tht: distance, in a 
straight litH', could not have hccn more than seveT! or t'ight miles. 

I t had been pCl'fcdly calm throughout the uay, and. hot in tht· 
plains on the w('st of the paslS, eVCll at sun-rise: but on the sum
mit of the mountain we enjoyed an atmosphere that was truly 
delicious, coul, yet soft, refrc.shing, and invigorating. without being 
at all sharp or biting,- .';;uch an air, indeed, as I had JlOt breathed 
since lea.ving the delightful spring munths on the mountains of 
Jerusalem. 

'" e had BOW entered the territory of ]"lersia: the Pass of Zagros, 
or the Tauk, heiJlg the frouli er belween it and Turh'y: There 
are Kooras in the plains un each side of this range of mountains
those 011 the west being subject to the Pasha of Zohauh, who is 
tributary to Bagdad; and those 011 the east to the Shah Zade of 
Kermanshah hilm;elf, without the intervention of a Pasha of their 
OWI1 . 

I had looked ahout " 'ith more than usual care for the vestiges 
of sOllie distinct race of people here, the descendallts of the old 
Breotians, who were e"rried away hy Xerxes, and placed near to 
this Pass of Zagros ;- but I had as yet seen none that J should 
have taken for people of such an origin. The Arabs were too 

Frf'insllcmius, ill hj~ Supplement 10 Q Ui lJ t'lS, ~pc(lks of n city called edonl{', in the di~
triet of Gllil,01]. iuh"l,j ttoJ by cntain BCflltiuns whom Xerxc~ had trallSportcd llito th(> Ea8t. 
and Wi lD If'taiut'<i strll<l(:" traces of tllcir origiu in their 1:.lIlguagc, which was rnmpolcd mOltly 
ofGrtck word~, thuug.h 1hey ~po i.,: ulso lile lan[;uagc uf the country in which they dwelt ~n 
their com merce with the natmns of i .. _ " 01. Ii. p. 545. 

Most other uuthor~ {{ive this lIame Celom.,., all the name of n country, or district. 
"Tridui dcinde itinele emcllso Ct'lonus pNvt'ntulU cst: oppidulU hoc tentllt Breoti" pro

fecti, quos Xerxes sl.:<\ihu'J suis l!xciloll in Oriclltl'm tranllotulit. gcrvubanllllle nrgumentum on· 
ginis lH!culiari ex Gtll"cis \,lerumquc vocibuB conBtautc, ccterum oll commcrciorum neceuitd.
tem tinitimorum Darbarorum lingua utcllantur." 
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familiar to me to be mistaken wht'n'\'('r 1 sa.w th<:Ul,(,V(,1l among a 
crowd of strangers; til(' KOOJ"{h, abo arc a H'I')' lllurked ra('!.', ami 

appear from their physiognomy to hl' of a Tartar origill : "hilt, th(, 
Persians are, if possible, a stilllllore disti nct fiunily tliaH f.'illwr. 

But, in the cour~e of' my enquiries, J learned that tllert' Wl're 
formerly in the!o1e mountaills a people called Ne~:--,ere.ah, \\ho, Jik,' 
those of the ~'un{" name in Syria, paid di\,jn(~ honours to the }Jllt/Plldll 

n1l1liflJris, anu held an alJllwtl feast not unlike tilt' aneil'llt lIl)'~ll'
ries of Venus, They hnu how('vpr nwde A'radual ad V<lllt'(':'; toward!>. 
Mohnmmed..1.uism. thoug:h they still retained thi" ~trallgc mixtu1'(' 
of pagan rites among themselves; anu whil!' tlH'Y profl'::.~ed, ill 
the presence of' :Moslellls, to read Ow l\orclJl, amI he follower~ of 
the Prophet, they were scarcely ever :-'l'('n to pray, were known 
openly to make, t;cll , anu drillk wine, to commit ill( ' t'~t undt'r tIll' 
guise or'rt"ligioJl, and to hav(' secret laws anci opinion .... which it 
would he death to any of them to <li\'ltl~e. Tht'-', had Jived long: 
in the mountains in this state of indt'pctlllell(,t~, until a M'l'i('~ of' 
persecutions and gradual t'lIl.igration had brought them to sl~ttl(> 

in the village:-, aroulld. 
The ~r('ater part of the~e pl'opll' arc nuw at K(-' I'I'lIlHl, whel'l~ 

they form the majority of' thp populatioll. and arC' caHt>tl hoth 
Nessereahs and Ali-Ullahceahs, from some p('('uliar notiolls whirh 
they have of all iu{'arnatioB of Uod in the person of Ali. They 
are however regarded by all a~ pa~ans, awl a hundreu talt's are told 
to support this opinion. At their annual feast it is said that 
they all meet ill a room, where, after some cercmonil':--' performed 
by their chief, the lights are put out, and every female tak('s off' 
her drawers and han~s them on a pla~e in the wall. The men then 
ep.ter, and each takes down a pair of these dra,vt'rs, still in tIl(' 
dark, when, the light being renewed, the owner of ('ach garment is 
sought out, aud she becomes the partner of the man who possesses 
it for the night, or, as some say, his wife for the whole ensuing 

year. 
The opinions and practices of the N essereah near Aleppo, are 
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kept equaHy s('cret; anu the Syrian ('ustom of the hosts glvmg 
their wives and daughters to the (,ujoyment of strangers who so
journ among them at their town of Martowan, is known to all 
who have pU8scd that way. JVL Volney, the first, I believe, who 
publicly noticed this l'ustom, considers it a." the l'emains of thf' 
worship of Venus; and I havt~ little uoubt but tlmt t1le practiecs 
of the ppople here spring from a similar origin, though they 
themselves are tod ignorant of their own history to be ('onscious of 
it, as well as too reserved to say what they think. It i~ clear, how
ever, that no part of Mohammedanism can have led to such rites; 
since it is as free from all mysterit's of that nature as Christianity 
itself.· 

As the original religion of this sect has been thus so mixed 
with later ones as now scarcely to he identified, so their racc ha.; 
lost all marks of primitive di~tinction hy their lHiving learned tht· 
languag£' and the llHlTlnerS of the people by whom th{'y were sur
rounued-those in Syria sJ>puking only Arabic, and these only 
Persian' and Koordi ... h. The former, however, are said to inter":: 
marry only among themselves, which thcy can wdl do, from being 
a numerous people; hut l}(>r(', where they arc few, it would. be 
more difficult; intcrmarriagrs with Koords and l)crsians thf're
for(' continually happell, which take place the more easily, as from 
th{'ir outward profession th('f(' is sC:1 rcely any distinguishing thes(' 
pagans from the pUfer disciples of blaIn. 

After all that has been said, it mal' be judgel! how far these 
people are likely to be the remains of the Gn.·eks before slloken of. 
Rennel, ill his Illustrations of the Geography of Herodotus, says: 
"The Breotialls, (Thebans). carried away by Xerxes, (Polymnia, 
233,) were placed ill the country of Assyria, at CeloHa:', now (j~i-

• A cololl), of tllc ~C(·t of hmad, and followl'u of Hassn Subah, nppear to ha,·c setth.'d 
III till' mountaltlll txotlOoCCIi TOItosa and Triroli, in Syria, as well as here 011 Mount Zagros. 
The tnloc of Kamtlu among the T Mtars prddiscu the custom of lending tilelr wives to their 
frwlLlh, a'l i" dOLle by the NessercC,lh amJ hwaCliell.-De fa CI'OU Iiijt. of ChCrtgi; Kkdll, 
p. 1:I6-412. 
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lan, ncar the asc('nt of the Pass of Mount Zngrns. This i~ col
lected from Diodorus Siculus, IiI.. xvii. cap. ] 1. Alexander saw 
them at CclOlla?, on his way from Susa and Sittacene to Ecbatana. 
after his return from India. Diouorus says, that they had 1101 

altogetller forgot their laws, their ('ustom~, or their languagt', 
although they had learned those' of the natives by intermarrying 
This was no more than one hundred and fifty years fl'om tlw time 
of their removal from Grc('l'c.-

It has been before remarked that Ghilall is still the Ilame of it 

district, and not of a town; and this district, commencing here at 
BagiJan, goes all the way down to the ancient Susiana, to the south
ward. Pol)lbius speaks of the district of Chalonitcs at the aSc("lt 
of Zagros. which is 110 doubt the' ~amc with Ghilan aud Celona-.! 

SEPT. 12th.-We passed an agrccabl(' night at the Khall
el-Tauk,' though we felt keenly the cold of the open air: hUl 

this change, after the intense heat of nagdau. ,\-'as delightful. 
Wt!' mounted our horses again at day-break, and C'njoyed a ~iill 

higher pleasure in the frcl)h bn'cz(' of thi' moruing. The situa
tion of the khan in a hollow valley, /:!urrouncJcu 011 all side:-. hy 
ste~p rocky mountains and &lI1aller wooued hills, offerpd u ..... a mag-
nificent sun-rise vie". • 

We w('nt 11ence, for nearly two hour.3, in an cast-~outh-ea~t di
rection~ through fine mountaiu sceuery. and woods hemmed in U) 
steep rocks on all sides. The trc{'s were of mallY kinds, aBel :111 
in full foliage, hut the most llulllerou~ were those called ill Persian 
Belloot and San:teel. Springs of watcr were also abundant, and 
on the banks through which they ran, we saw not less than a 
hundred of the large and beautiful mountain partridgl:'s of the 
country. Many syrens. a solitary magpie, ami some crested hoo
poes were among the number of the rest, but there was neither 
thrush nor lark to cheer us with theil' morning songs. 

After clearing the J.:I1ountains, we ('arne out on a fine plain 

• Rf'Dnei', lllulItr.ltioll! of Herodotus, p. 268. 1 Pul}'bius Hist. bb. v. c. 5 . 

K 
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('overed with Koord huts and villages, t111~ land being well r.ulti~ 
vateu in some parts, a1l(1 h11Viu,!.{ goud pasture in others. This 
plain I should (.'onceivc to be two tlwuS31111 feet above tht' level of 
Bagdad, as from the ~ummit of the ulOuutnin to this its eastern 
base, we had lIot come down more than one thuu~nJ. feet in a 
perpendi(,ular lill e'. The climate here was !ike tlwt of an English 
summer')o; mOTning. and "'e prol'eecled with such light heart...., that 
I caught myself singing- a song of' home, a lIlost unseemly occupa
tion for a bearded pilgrim, 11mI onc for whic,h my Dervish gave me 
a timely check, by exclaiming, "Ya I-Iacljee! Selah al Nehhc !" 
" 0 pilgrim, pray to the Prophet!" nut meaning that I should 
actually alight and perform my devutions in earnest, but merely 
as a llreparatoT'Y ~mmmom; of my attention to some questiol1s with 
which he very judiciously thought it necessary to iutf'rrupt my 

dangerous dn~alll . 

In about an hour after our entering on the plain, we pussed a 
small village', seatt~d under the hills 011 our left, called Khallct
Zenjey, with many poplar trees, and a fine strcam of watcr de~ 
scending from it into the plain, but no castle near it. as its name 
would seem to imply. 

In another hour, hewillg gone south~nst foT' two hour~ over 
the plain, and been ill all about four hours and a half from the 
Khan-eI~Tauk, we ellwrctl a tille large caravullserai, a little below 
the town of Kcrruud, and alighted there before noon. 

Wllt ... n the nece.ssary care had been taken of our horses, a duty 
which fell always to my own lot to execute rather than to ~uper
intcl1l1, we left the khan and walked up to the town, which is 
about a quartpT of a mile to. the northward of the high~way. Our 
road led thruugh narrow stone-hedged lanes, on cach side of 
which were large vineyards and gardens, with an ahuudallcc 'of 
poplar trees planted in tOwS. The vines were yet *bending be
neath the weight of their clusters, and pomegranates studded 
other trees in full ripcness. The town itself too, as we drew 
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nearer to it, presented. a picture of more comfort and industry 
combined, than I had yet secn in 80 .small a plac:C:', since leaving 
Syria. It resembled, hoth in its situation and general aspE'l:t, 
many of the Druse villages in Lebanon, and gave me a favourable 
impression of the character of thol'=e who peopled it. 

The town consists of two portions fal:ing c;1{'h other on oppo
site l'iidel'i of a c1C'ar stream running down between them. Each of 
these portions stands 011 ~o steep a slope of ground, that the hou.scs 
risc in stages above ('arh other; and every street, whkh consist:-
only of one side towards the hill, has the terraces of the houses belo\\ 
on a level with its edge on the other side. 110th these portions 
taken colleet.iVf~ly, are seated also at the foot of a hare lime-stone 
range of rock, which rises up almost perpendicularly uehind the 
town to the north, in spiral points, overlapping each other like :-\0 

many separate beds of columns tapered away at the upper lJarts 
and uniting in one solid mass brlow. 

Before the town to the south, and extending for severa) miles 
south-east and north-wclSt, js a fine plain, of the highest fertility, 
watered by the :~tream whi('b issues from a deft in the rock he
hind the town itself, l;o that its situa.tion is as favourahlc fur agri
cultural industry as could h<." desired. Tw.e numuer of dwellings 
may amount to five or six hundred, alld of inhahitants to nearly 
two thousand, the greater part of them being Nesscreah, and the 
remainder lVlohamllledans of the Sheeah sect. 

The occupations of both are chiefly agricultural; but by the 
former of tht'se are manufactured muskets and pistols, of a very 
superior quality, to the value of a thousand piastre:;, or 50/. ster
ling, per pair. 

, My Dervish had halted a week here, on his way fruUl Kcl'
manshah to Bagdad, about a year since, for the sake of a kind and 
pretty damsel of this Aphrodisian race, who listened to his vows. 
During the whole of our way he had praised ~he beauty and the 
compassionate disposition of this fair one, and promised me a 

K Q 
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thousand times, OB his eye aUlI his head, that I should see her for 
myself: and drink out of the same cup as ht' had done, if I desired 
it. '''hen we left the khull. thel'efore, I had indulged the hope 
of such an interview, and even expected, from the reputed frank
ness of the fhir one's henrt, lind her hospitality to strangers, to 
learn some curious particulars regarding tJl(.~ race to which she 
helonged; but we were both sadly disappoint(>~, the Dervish in 
his anticipations of' pleasure, aml I iu my hopes of iuformation, 
when we learllt that, 01l1y two lllonths sill(,t', a young Kooru }-lea

saut had married hcr, and taken hl.:'1' away to his hallll('t, where 
IlOW, perhapk, i;he discreetly kept all the secrl~ts we should have 
~,h;e attempted to draw from l1er. 

\Vc returned to the khan with heavy steps, and met at the 
door of it a small caravan, conveyillg a consignmclIt of ~h'ad bouies 
from Kcrmanshah. This ('aravall W<lS composed wholly (if lIlul~'s, 
I~a('h la(kn with two t'orps~\s, 011(' 011 eat'h sidt" <lud a takhtC'ravan, 
or littcr, borne also hy mules, though it ('ontained only one body, 
which was that of' a person of sOllie distinction. 'rhes£> w(>re all 
pal'ked in long narrow ca<:ies or coffins, and secured with matting and 
(·onlagc, like bales of cotton. They were the bodies of devout dead, 
from dificJ'(,llt parts of l\:rsia-iwo from bpahaulI, and one from 
Shjram~, wllidl ·were being cOJl\'eycd for intcrm{,lIt to the grounds 
of lmaum Husscin, at Kerhela. llesides the dlarge of earriag~" 
which is double that of any other commodity of' ('qual weight, 
large sums, from two to five thousand piastres, are paid to the 
Mosque there, for a sufficient spacc of ground to J'c('eive the hOlly, 
and other presents must be made to the tomh of the Imaum him
self; so that this is a distinction ,,·hidl the comparatively rich 
only can enjoy. 

Whcll the <lllilllals e!ltercd the khau, the bodies ladell on the 
mules were cast off, without cerelllony, and placed at random in 
different parts of the court.yard, the one in the litter alone being 
paid any attention to; so that, as they were neither marked nor 
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numbered, tht,y were probably the bodies of individuals wllU had 
been just able to pay the 10w(>$;t price of admission ;nto tllis sacred 
ground, and would. be laid tht.'J'e withcmt ins('riptin' stones, or 
other funeral monument; for it could SC;:Il'l'(~ly happcH, from tIIC 
way ill which they were lying nhout, that tl\('} SllOUld nut he 
mixed and <:ulIfoulIded one with allot lll'r. 

The prt~sellce of these dead bodips ill th(' khan made no nll
pres~ion on thl" living who w('r(' there, :I'i tlw llIule-drivl'rs 
stretched thC'lIlsl'lves aloJl~ by the ~idt' of them at lIigl1t, with an 
indiffercn('e that argued their Ut'illg lon~ fiuniliarized with sutil 
cargoes. Thili was it scene whil:h I could inwginc to have h('t'll 
frequ ent enulJgh ill alleil'nt Egypt, where all tlw population, who 
could afford it, w(,re embalmed ill state, and ot.hers, at the ('har~{' 
of the n',ltion, their mummicl'i l,cing tran~ported from plnc(· to place, 
according to tlwir pCfllliar t.l'mplc of wOl'~hip, 01' tlu.'ir Jhvuurite 
place of burial. 

On enquiry of ~onw or the Illulde-ers, who JliH.l ('OlIlC up from 
Mendeli to this place with ·!:;alt, we It'arllt that it was five days' 
journey from hem'p, in nearly a ~outhcrll dil'('~tiulIl and that 
there wa~ a river flowing dowll by it from the Horthwanl. 

SEPT. l:J.-\Ve quitted tllf' khan of Kcrrllll(l at snn-ri~(', anu 
going l'oouth-east throu~h the plain befure it . we ealll(', in half an 
hour, to a well, with a dCP}l spring of fill(' watcr, calle,l ill Koord
j8h, Ain-Chermook, or the '''hite l"ullntain. We nwt 1i('1'(' ::o.ome 
female peasants, WllO drew wuler for our huJ'!-o{,s with grt~at readi
ness; atlli it!:; no male; uf tlwir trihe were Hea.r, tllPy laughed and 
jested with great freedom. NOlle of them were veiled, and few, 
indeed, had their bodies cOlllpletely covered. Among them were 
sqme fine forms, but their featnres W{'l'e coarse, and tlwir ('OlU
plexion~ browned by the sun; though their long tre,%es of bJu(·k 
gloS&y hair, aud brilliant eye!:; of the deepest jet, gave au ex
pression of great vivacity to their whole a.ppearance. The village 
in which they lived was at the foot of the southern hill, and was 
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called the White Villngc, giving its name to the fountain at which 
we drank. 

In an hour from henet' w(' entered a narrow valley, of a wind 
ing fonn, eaned. in Koorc1ish, Tellg-e-Hush, or the Black Pass, from 
its Iwing reputp-d to he the' ~('enc of dark and treOicherous deeds. 
We went through it, however, in safety, nnd '" ithout seeing a 
living being. though a vigilant look-out was extended on all 
sides. After ascending through thiR, we came upon gentle hills 
and wavy lawns, spread over with trees in full green folinge. 
which, ('ontrastl'd with the yellow stuhhle of the recently reaped 
corn, proulH.'ed a most agr{'cahlc efi(-'rt. The whole of the scenery 
for the next two huurs, still in a south-east direction, was indeed 
as mueh like that of a fine l~g1ish park as could he imagined, 
and resembled vtry strongly the b<.!<lutiful grounds hetwe,cn Khal
let-el-Hhussan and TlIrto().~(', in Syria. 

As we drew towtJrds til{' termination of OUI' day's journey, the 
eminences he('atne mon' abrupt, rO('ky, and destitute of wood, till 
at th(' end of it we came out on another fine plain, strctching 
from north-west tt) ~outh-cast for nine or ten miles, and being 
from four to five mii('s wjUt', ho1'o('I'(,([ hy a ridge of high hill~ 

on each side. In our " 'ay tllrough this, on the hamc course, we 
passed two Koord villag'<'s illld '!'l:'veral small settlcml'nts of reed 
huts ; aIHI in two hours from out' first cntl'l'illg 011 it we alighted 
at the ('aravanSf'ra of lIarounahad. 

The situation of this town, at the foot of a line of hills, with a 
l'itrealll of water neal' it, and a widC' plain extending along its front 
is very similar to that of K(·rrund. 1ts style of .building is also 
the satnC', hut it. has not the fine vineyards and gardens of that 
place, there heill~ no Ncssen>ah h(·I'(· to ('onsume the wine. T~e 

population of this ",mage scurcely exc(>eds a thousand, and these 
are all Persians and Koortb of the Shceah sect. The name of this 
place signifies" huilt or peopled by Haroun," but whether by the 
celebrated Haroun-eI-Uasc11id, or any other ·of that name, is not 
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known. The birth-place of this Caliph of Baguad WiUS the city of 
R ey, the Rlwges of the S('ripture .... , whose ruin s a::'e Ileal' to the 
present Teheran, and this continued always to he one of the chief 
seats of his magllifie~nce, cOlltaininl! in its spit'lllluur, a('l'onling to 
Oriental Historians, three llliiliollS of inhahitants. As Ba~dad 
be(~atne, however, the residence of' hi.~ latter days, and the tomh of 
his wife Zohcicla is :still l:ihoWII thcn·, this town of Harounahad 
might have heen a stalion in his Wily from tlte one place tf) the 
other, retaillill~ hil:i name fl'OUl SO lli e {'oIlJl cctioli with his pl'c:::enct;' 
or patronage, nuw perhaps forgottell. 

The l:i trcam which rist's here is called S(:~I"1l('shoor, and is CUII 

siderahlc euough to require a hridge IIcar its sourcc. It got's 
easterly from henet', and probabl y l~llls into the Kara Sou, or river 
of K ermanshah; but tIll' people, satistit'tl with its watt'rill~ their 
plain, kn"€-w nothing furth er of it." ('ourse 1ll',YoIHI their imllll,Jiatl' 
neighbourhood. 

SEPT. 14th._Tlll'rc hci ng: t\ .... o horsemen go ing fl'olll licllee SUOII 

after midnight, \\'ho int.cnut'd. makin~ the t wo stap:t's tn Ke\'lnau
shah in 01l f', Wt'" detcrmincu to aC("lHUpall), thl'lll , ami mounting 
wh e ll the mOt))} had riscn, Wl' wClll togeth(,r .... outh-east OH' I' the 
plain, and along the strell1n of Sel'ne~hool',fOI' hal f an hour. From 
hence we turned up llortherly thruu~h rocky hiIb, hy a nt'arer 
byc-pa:th, knowll to our companions ouly, and pa.s:-;illg over them 
came again into the high-l'oa(l 011 a course of cast north-east. 

A little before day-light we a~cendcd a vcry rugged ste(~p, which 
was appropriately called in Persian " Kotel-l\IaI-Shikund," or 
" The horse-shoe-destroyiIlg HilL" Our ('ourse after this was all 
the way east north-east, and we seemed to be gradually raising 
our level by every ~!lccessi\'e hill, until the sun-rise opened to 
us the beautiful prospect of "Mahee-Dusht," or the "year1y
birth-giving-piaill." This presented to us an extent of' about 
fifteen miles !11 length, by ten in breadtll. of perfect level, 
stretching from north north-west to south south-east, allli bounueu 
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by lofty hills with ragged summits Oil the one side, and by. 
gentler amI more rounded ones on the other. 

It was studdeu with villages in every direction, not less than 
tWf'llty of which presPlItcll themselve~ su('c~ssively to our .view; 
some 011 little eminences in the plain itself, and others peeping 
out from nooks and valleys in the sides of the hills, which opened 
but for a moment 011 our sight, aBu then closed again as we passed 
slong. These villages were formed of well-built houses, many of 
thelll containing apparently two hUlldred separate dwellings; amI 
bcsiues these 'vas It stiB ~reater number of grass and Tecd hutl' 
scattered in dusters over tlw face of the plain .... The soil was 
watered by a clear stream, at the imurcc of which we dral1k. It 
issued from the foot of the hill, from the brow of which the 
view first opencu on u .... , and only a icw paces to the left of our 
road. It is called Ow " \Vater of M:thce-Dw:oht," and i~ said to 
lose itself in that plain, extending its fertilizing influence no 
further. 

The land was divided into apparently equal portions of arable 
and pasture ~ the corn grown on it is praised for its excf'llence, and 
thc virtues of its grass are particularly celebrated. The popular 
opinioll j:;;, that even batTell anir!lals brought from other parts will 
there hecome fruitful; anu it is said t)Hlt every spe('ies of cattle 
bred 011 this plailJ, and cOlltinuillg constautly to graze there, will 
bring forth its young. invariably, every year, from whence its ex
pressive nallle. Others, however, give this epithet a different 
interpretation, awl say that it signifies" the yearly-purchase-giv
jng-plain," meaning, that whosoever may buy a portion of the soil 
there, or place animals of any given worth to graze upon it, will 
every year reap the amount of his purcllase ill actual profit on 
them; or in other wurds, make a profit of cent. per cent. per 
annum. A long dispute was maintained on this subject, eren in 
our small party, which was at last amicably terminated Ily the 
general admission that such a name was chiefly meant to indicate 
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the great fertility and·excellent qualities of the soil; and that in 
either case the epithet was sufficiently expressive. 

We continued tc? go east-north-east over the plain, for upwards 
of aft hour, when we reached the caravansf'rai, having been a bout six 
hours on our road from Harounabad, on a general course of east
north-east. There wert" only a few dwellings near l.he khan, 
which had been erected on the banks of the stream that ran by 

• • 
it, for the shelter and supply of passengers halting Oli the road-; 
and even from these, though small, we procured ",nat we had not 
been able to do from the largest towns since leaving Bagdad. \Ve 
found here milk, lehben, cheese, dates, good bread, and fruits of 
several kmc1s, in ahundauC'e; so that we enjoyed our repost\ and 
prolonged it until noon before we prepared to move. 

Mter prayers, we remounted and continued our way, still going 
across the plain in an east-north-east direction, and having the 
high and ragged summits of the mountains of Bisitdon in sight 
above the r..,ge that formed the boundary of the plain before us. 
In about two hour]'; we reached the foot of this boundary, when 
we hegan to ascend over bare hills, and through uninteresting 
scenery, with a total absence of wood. In half an hour we halted, 
and drank at a fountain of c..'Xcellcnt water, rising ih the biBs, . . . 
called in Koordish "Ain-el-Koosh," and considered to be exactly 
half-way between the khan of M ahcc-Dusht and Kermanshah. 
From hence, after a short ascent, ~'e went over two or throc Rwell
ing eminences, till we came in sight of the gardens of Kerman
shah, the fresh and verdant bowers of which offered a beautiful 
contrast to the brown aspect of the barren hills. We now begnn 
to meet crowds of passengers issuing from the town, many of them 
apparently coming I)ut 'on an evening excursion only; and about 
sunset we came in sight of the town itself. 

We wat~red our horses at a small stream just below, and in the 
immed'late skirts of thf town; but not at. lobe Kara 800, as the maps 
had led me to .. xpect from their placing that river west of Ket

L 
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manshah. The appearance of the place, from this point of view, 
was that of It very large provincial town, but not of one which 
was the seat of Royalty. There were neith~r lofty minarets nor 
fine domes to be seen, and excepting the harem.of the Shah Zadc, 
seated on an eminence in the midst of a verdant garden, and the 
octagonal and tlat-topped kiosque of his own dwelling'"ip the 
castle, there were no' striking objects to arrest the attention. 

We entered by a mean gate, through a wall newly built of un
burnt bricks, flanked by round towers, turreted, and tihowing loop
holes for musketry, and ports for cannon; but without a ditch, or 
any mounted ordnance on the b~ttlements. The first streets 
through which we passed, after entering. the town, were not ~uperior 
to those of the eommonest villages. ,but we soon camf' ·to work~ of 
a better de~cription. The whol(~ town seemed to he in a state of 
building, as if just rising from the a~hes of some former on~ er 
just founded by a colony of foccign ~cttlers. We now went through 
fine streets in ('very sUl~e of tht.'ir progr('~~,-frqp1 those just 
finh,hed to thost· but newly begun. All was like the bustle and 
activity of a pcrfectly new place. The shops w<'re decked with 
finery, as if to catch tIle eye. and force themselves into (~arly 

custom. There seemed ~n abundance of every thing to be desired, 
both necessarie:- 3l1d luxuric~. The half-built stn'cts and new 
bazars were thronged with people. all extremely busy, and intent 
on some important errand. 

J fancied myself in w»at I shouhl have expected a Chinese 
town to be,-amidst a cro\\-ned and active population, seeing on 
every side ingenious devices to attract the attt'lltion, and hearing 
at every moment the cries of those who did not de}Jend ·on the 
mere silent exhibition of their wares alone to sell them. Every 
thing offered a striking contrast to the tOWI)S of Turkey arid 
Arabia. There were 110 coffee-houses at which grave iulers were 
lounging over their pipe.; np slow and solemn-paced 'paSsengers 
who moved as if for ple~ure only; no ine flowing dresses or gay 
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colours, compatible only with stately attitude. and a freedom from 
menial occupations; no narrow and dark passages to exclude the 
rays of the sun ; .. n~ neither mos(lues nor camels to complete the 
characteristics of great Oriental towns. But in lieu of these were 
seen a hundred better pledges of the i n~enuity, comfort, cleau li
ness, "" activity of tbe people, anu the gratifying sigbt of build
ing and repair instead of gradual neglect anu 'decay, 

We made our way through the toli'n, passing by all tbe large 
khans, until, arriving at itr.; further extremity, we found a small 
caravanserai, in whic11 were only a few poor workmen having 
cbambers; but as we were likely to find bere the priva,'y we so 
much ueslred, we accordingly alighted and took up our '1uarters 
in this welcome obscurity. 



CHAPTER V. 

VI ITS AT KEltMA.NSHAH, TO THE FRIENDS OF MY COM'PANION. 
l 

SEPT. 15th.- took an early walk through all the prin-
cipal parts of the tow ; in ilie covree of which, my companion, 
the Dervish Ismael, met with a hundred of his old cquaintances, 
and forty or fifty f his best friends. he ving been at different 
periods a fr uent resident of KeJ;Ii1anshah. The alutations be
tween them were in all cases cordial, bu with the chosen few it 
was that of the closest and fondest affection. They ki ed each 
other on the lips, on the ,cheeks, and on the shoulders; drew oft'to 
look for a moment face to face, as if td ass themselves that the 
joy of meeting was not a mere illuSion; and re.embraced again and 
again, with greater warmth han before. W were thus taken in 
several private parties, saw the interior of many of the la 
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houses, and were . entertained after the best manner of the coun-
. try. All these were gratifying advantages, and. orded me much 
unexpected pleasur~; but it was till inferior to the gratification 
I derived from witnessing at every succeeding intervIew, so much 
of cordial attachment and friendly joy, which unequivocally dis
played itself. In thos happy meetings of- men who evidently 
regarded each other sincerely. 

Every step of our road from Bagdad thus far, had given me 
more favourable impre sions of' the general character of my com
panion than I had anticipated. The extent of his information, 
and the depth of his metaphysical researches, had often surpri ed 
me; whil , though several dark spots tainted his history, there 
was nevertheless uch a total absence of the meaner qualities 
of the ~oul, so high and independent a spirit, so frank and undis
guised a'heart, and much of charity and benevolence mingled 
with every feeling to which it gave birth, that the good eemed to 
me to outweigh by far the ~vil. I could not therefore but feel an 
esteem for th man, mixed. with a constant and a deep regret that 
so much natural talent and overflowing benevolence of disposition 
should have been half lost, and half perverted to worthle s pur
poses, from the want of a proper bia ~ing given by education 
and example in youth. 

Ismael, for such wa,s hi name, was by ' birth an Aghwan, . ~ 

or Affghan, from the countr between Hindoostan and Tllrko-
mania. His rather wa pt'K>r, but. avaricious to an extreme de
gree; ancl he conceived that it was the conetant sight of this 
sordid passion displayed befor him in its exces , wmch gave him 
a. contempt for wea nel worldly honours at an early ' period 
of his life. 
• His brothers, he said, were of simil~r dispositions with their 

father; and he theret1 e left them all, befo 'he had attained his 
tenth year, and that too without a sigh of regret, excepting only 
thoae with which he answered a nd mother s tears, as she 
we over h r darling boy at parting. He promised,' however, 

• 
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constantly to think of her, and to prove a friend when all the 
world should have neglected' ~ 

After wandering througlf the whole of the Khorassaun, visit
ing the g~'city of BokhnraJ>;!the north, ~Dd obtaining always 
the mere supcly of food and rllit;nent which he desired, by the 
occupations '1w"Wch iO'rtune threw i( his way, he came down . . . 
through Persia to Bab'l1ad, and there 'for a period settled. 

He had hy this time~ead most qf~Poet' aIlll }'hilosophers 
of the East, since he already underRtO~ tbe Persian, the Turkish, 
and the Arabic languages. l:Iufficiently well to write in each. 
He had studied Astronomy, Alchemy, and Physiognomy. as 
science~.-not on those principles of deUlonstration which form 
the basis of scientific pursuit!. in Europe, but after the best 
manner which the learning and learned men of the (;ountry 
could point out to him. He h~l(l come at last, however, to the 
conclusion of the Roynl Hehrew, who. was called the wisest of 
men, that all WrtS vanity and vexation of spirit. Like thi8 luxu
riow:. monardl, he had tast~d of evrry pleasure which either 
courage or money could procure him. In his pursuit of sensual 
enjoyment!-, he had broken down ever} harrie,.t of moral or 
religiou~ prohibition; anp., concci\ing himself to be the lord of his 
own soul, "ithout future tribunal or account, had launched into 
the abys!-. of li:)rhidden gratifications-in which he became so 
deeply immerNcd. that the satiety of tht;ir excess, as he himself 
expressed it, wrought out it!) own cure. 

At Bagdad he b'ecame more corre« in his conduct, though 
still equally regardle" of wealth or of· W01'ldly honours. Having 
an extraordinary talent as all engravq,JIe applied himself to the 
engra\'ing of ringh and seals: in which be soon became so cele
hrated, that there was not hi, equal thrqughout the land of Islam. 
Applications were IDdde ~o him from -~J1stantinople and aU the 
great towns of Turkey, as wt>ll as from every part of Persia, from 
Tabriz to Shlraz. As his charges we.., always extravagantly high, 
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from his consciousness of being without a rival, a.nd from its 
requiring a very powerful inducement to draw. either from 
his studies or his pleasures, money tlowed fast'hto his purse. 
Had he possesst"d half the avarice of his father! he might soon 
have been a wealthy man; but the moment that he found him
self master of a sufficient sum, he quitted Bagdad 011 elll excur
sion of pleasure, generally into some parts of Persia, where he 
remained until nIl Was expended, and then returned to hi~ occu
pations to recruit antI prepare for further relaxations. Without 
this variety, he said, life "wuld be insupportable t at tht:! best, he 
thought it had too much of monotony, even in its pleasures, for 
a vivid UllU ardent mind; and if this wel'C uot relieved by those 
occusiollat flashes of joy •. aud pangs of tOl'ture, which at one 
moment intoxicate, and at another harrow up the soul of the man 
of feeling. it would be better to terminate than to continue a life 
not worth the trouble of preserving. 

hmael had been known to the English residents at Bagdad 
for several years, during which period he had executt·u a number 
of seals and ring~ in a. way that could be dt'lIt, by no one else in 
the city. lIe was well known, therefore, both to Mr. Rich and 
Mr. Hine, who "'1ultliy approved of my m¥illg him the guiuc and 
companion of my future journey. 

The circumstances under which our intimaL), took pla('c were 
these :-Being desirous of l!aving a seal-ving engraved, for my own 
use, with the Arabic name of Abdallah-ibn-Suliman, the Dervi&h 
lsmacl was sent for by t.he gentlemen of the house, and was 
brought bY' Mr. Hine to my . chamber. Some complimentmy 
salutations h«ving paased beJ:.ween us, we sat down together j ano, 
Mr, Hine leaving 115 alone, when the order for the seal was per
fectly explained, we fell into other topi<s of conversation. Not 
many luinutes had passed, however, befote my visitor started up 
hastily and exclaimed :--" W'Allah! ya Hadjee Abdallah, in can 
t'rJlll.kh al thaany Doonya, ana u'idjey maak"-By God, O! 
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Pilgrim Abdallah! if you go even to the other world, I will 
follow your ~nswered " Al Vllah, "-It rests with God. And 
thus our first interview ended. 

I had thought no more of this affair, regarding it as the mere 
flight of a capricious fancy; but .. the Dervi:th himself was more 
in earnest than I had conceived. H,e w~nt iml)lediately to declare 
his wish to Mr. Rich, who treated it as I had done myself; and 
thus the matter remained suspended. Some few days afterwards 
the riug was brought, wheu Ismac! then told me that he had 
made every thing ready for his departure, and woulK not listen to 
a refusal. I' was myself perfectly pas!o.ive in the case; as it was a 
matter of indifference to m~ who my companion was, provided he 
understood Arahic and Per~ian, of the la!!lt of which languages I 
"knew but little. Mr. Rich still thought, as before, that"" appa
rently capriciom. a detE"rminatioll \,"'as not likely to..J.ast; and that 
I might therefore' be abandoned on the road, if I ''''ent with the 
Dervi:-,h only. Mr. Hine, however, thought he knew ~ufficiently 
of Ismae!'s character' to vouch for his fidelity, afld advised me to 
take him with me, as he desired. . 

In all thi~ not a ~ord was !'Klid about the time of &ervice, or 
of the compensatiou E',,-oected for it. ThE' affhir was conclucled as 
a matter of pure attachnwnt, by hi ~ :-,ayillg. " I shall lose here 
the opportuuity of gaining h\o or three thousand piastres for 
the executiaB of oruers now on my hands: I shall suffer more in 
tearing m)self away from two or three friends who are very dear to 
me, and from one tender object' of m"y affections who is of far more 
value to me than my own existence; but from the mohtent that I 
saw you and heard your voice, I felt" that your soul contained what 
1 had all my life been .earching for in vain, and that it was my 
destiny to foHow you wherever you might go." He added, I, I 
shall go and bury my sorrows in the bosom of love, and await the 
moment of our separation with all the tranquillity of a 80ul 
resigned to its f.te." I did .11 that was;n my power to comlmi 
this illusion, for such it evidently was, but in vain. The Dervish 
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remaiued fixed in his purpose, beyond all the powC'l' of t'ntreaty 
or refusal to .hake it. 

When the day of OUT ueparturc from Bagdad came, ISlllal'i 

appeared before me 'in tear!), and his eyes were red and swoln with 
shedding them; but when I asked him why he woulu make 8urh 
painful sacrifit:e.s fOT my sake, he allswered only by beating his 
hand violently upon his heart, stifiing a deep sob, and turnin~ 
aside his head to hide tlll' vehemence of his grief. W (-' arml'd 
ourselves in my room, IwfoJ"(, \\fC IlesccnuNl into tIl(> C'lurt to 
mount; and when I bral'ed on my pistols, he handled theln, and 
tried their locks with a sort of frantic plca&urt'. Hii'! own mu~kt't, 
which was II. smal1 Ea:o;t India military onc, of Englisl( make, 
pleased him extremely; and he tried the elasticity of my InlH:t., 

shaking his head at the &nlllC time, and regretting that 11<' was not 
expert iu the ·use of so appropriate a weapon as · tltis was f()J' a 
horseman. He examilwd ~very item of my baggage wi(h scru
pulous attention, demanded to know the exad sum of mOJlf'Y 
which 1 took with me, and what 'Ya.. ... th" nature of the papers 
l possessp.d. III short, his hehaviour appeareu to mt' so .strange 
and unaccountable, that I felt myself now ~J1d then relapsing into 
those suspicions whil.h my kind auvisl'TS 1,tau previously l'eInovt'd. 

But my naturally (~onfiding disposition overcame,all doubts, and 
I was ultimately quite satisfied with the arrangclJlcnts made. 

We set out therefore together, without any other feeling on my 
part than a strong desire to .kno\y more of my companion, whose 
conduct appeared so inexplicablc,-and every day partialJy ac
complishcll'that wish. At the gate of Bagdad, Ismael was met • • 

by an elderty Christian merchant, whose name was Elias, and 
the parting between these w,as like that of a father and a son 
separating never again to meet. Tears Bowed fast from the eyes 
of both j and when I learnt that this venerable old man was the 
father of Ismael's love, there was something associated with the 
idea of a Maslcm Dervish dying with affection for the daughter 
of a Christian merchant'; (and these-though one was )loor and 

M 
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despised the worM, and the other wealthy and attached to it
hanging OVer each other's necks in all the sorrow of the most 
closely united souh.,)-there was something in all this so strange, 
yet so atfl~cting, that I felt my own sympathies powerfully touched 
by the scene. 

On our way, the Dervi&h was arways too much occupied: either 
by his own refiections, or in conversation with me, to attend to the 
common dutie~ of the road; so that all these, as I t'xpected, had 
filiten on me" But I,,," this I was prepares!; and although they 
occupied morc of my time than was faV'ourable to mukiug such 
ample oboervations on our route n~ I desired, yet they in no way 
interrupted the general tranquillity of my mind, and I was there
fore contcnt anu happy. 

The Den'~h was a~ reganlles!:o of hi ... own immediate coucerns 
as of mil}c; for, aft~r quitting Uakouba, he luw lo~t a liurfle con
taining t()J,t)-fivc go1d S('quiIl~,-a 6JlWll lJn'g, jn whit·]} were some 
fine stones that he had promi~ecJ. to I:'ngrllvt' for his friends. during 
his absem:e, at the firht plate 11(.' hhould fill~ leisure,--as well as a' 
paper, in which were 'Hitten certaill ComtnibSion~ for him to cxe
('ute for his fricqd Elia6, from hpaltan, the loss of which last 
affected him more dee>p\y dIall all tlw rest, 

Wc had (ral elled thu, far, hO\vever. happily together; and 
('ach appeared &ati&ficd with the other. On the. road, the DCTvish 
bcarccly ate or drank ~ufficiently to support nature, and slept 
always on the bare earth without a cOH."rillg. His sleep was sel
dom tranq utI! for, besides his speaking dreams, I had been often 
awakehed hy him" in the night, when I found him sitting in a 
corner, .moking his short pipe formed only or.the c1",:bjlll with
out a stem. and either repeating some pas.sages~ Q'f Pe~ poetry, 
or ~jghjng out occasional lamentations in hts native to~e. 

We were in every sense of the word compartions.; and though 
the vigilance of our look-out when alone, or the fear ""Of being 
betrayed to suspiOf'ous observers wllen in« CAttlVan, vccasioned us· 
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to talk but little when on horseback; yet, "lim we had alighted 
at the caravanserai, and'the evening shauow/-' came to veil us from 
the observation of, others, we often sat up in dose conv('rsation 
together until midnight. It was in the course of these commu
nions that I Jl<l,u learned such of the particulars of his history as 
are already detailed, with ot.her still RlOrc striking features of his 
dispositioJl. 

It must he premised that this man, though Ul't.'d a Moslem, Ulul 
always supposed to hllve flO cOlliinu('d, __ as a1lY recantat.ion of the 
faith in one born a believer is }Juni:.,hed with upath,-had re~!;oned 
hhnself out of all belief in any fevf'alcd n·1igioll ,vhate~er. His 

. notions on this suhject, and his rpa)5011S for the opinion which ht' 
entertained that all the reputed Prophets were either misguided 
zealots or shanieless iJl11W!':tOl'~, were so like those of f)C!st" ill most 
countries' as to need no detail.. He professed his admirat!on, how
ever, of the precept wllich enjoined us ' to do unto others as we 
would they should do unto us;' bllt, likc many others who publicly 
make this the rule of their conduct, he very fri'quently departf>d 
from it ... His pa.':is~on; were by nature too powerful, aud through 
life had reigned tOo long without control, to ~ made l-.ubject to 
any laws: ~o that, whpn d.octrines stood. in the way of his plea
sures, he invariably trampled them u'Hler foot. 

His eompaniOl)S and ho~om friends in Bagdad were two l\.1os . 
.Iems: one a Persian of the Shecah sect, the chief Mollah of the 
Tomb of Imaum Moosa, the author of many existing books on 
science and philosophy, and hy far the most Icarned man of that 
city:;, the Other an Atab So~nllee, a·l'ftollah al'o; of the Mosque of 
the Vizif;~r.th~ banks of th,e Tigris at Bagdad, Besides these, 
were e~' or ... ~.f wealthy Christ~tin merchants, Armenians and .' , , 
C~tl)oHC!t, who were known t<>- each other as fellow menlbers of a 
secret society, calling themselves • Mutu/fuk b'e! FHosofeeah; or , 
• United ,by Philosophy: These men met occasionally at the 
house of one or pthe~ of the Christian m.l\pbers, and there" 

" Q 
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gave 100 •• to every sOort of debauchery which could be indulged 
in as pleasure. Music, wine, lascivious dances, women, and, [in 
short, all that was deemeu voluptuous, was yielded to; so that 
the Dacchanalia of ancient Rome seemed to be revived by lheSf" 
Eastern libertines. 

During the late Ramadan, 'hearly a thousand 1,0und. stexling 
was expended, among this knot of philosophers, for womfn only·; 
by which, however, th(,y procured those of the first distinction in' 
the -place, hoth wives and <laughters of those iligh in ollice and in 
wealth.. That'such things are prnCti~ahle and practised, is bC'yond 
a doubt; nuu, indeed, when the vpry separate state in which the 
women live from the mell , their liberty of goiug out and coming 
in wh~.~t~ please, except ill royal hhrclIis where they aTC guarded 
by eUlluchs, aml the impossibility of rt'l'oguizing- ,one woman from 
another in their str{'et-rln~sscs, be l'on~id('l'cd,- oJ1C cannot hut sub
scribe to the opinion of Lady :\inry \\T ortI(·y 1\{O!ltague, ' that as far 
as the i<1fety of intrigue is implied l>yliberty, the women ofTtHkey 
have more than those of Europ{~.' Thl' -f;('parate purses Qf the 
husband and the wifE', and the ~tated allowances of .. 1Iltt.et ~ 

('ontrihute very powerfully to their itlfhlt'lity. Shut out frum • 
open intcrcour~c with JIlel.l which the femrrlf's of'Europe enjoy, 
aIu} denied the benefit of rducation, the only pleasures tnc)' know 
arc ttlO~(, of' the pas~ioJl."', a love of llo\l{,lty ill suitors for their 
favours, aud a fondness for finery in dress. As, hO?'f'ver, they 
s{-'Jdom entertain any decided preference for particular individuals, 
and woulu find it generally difficult to _~ndulge 'their choice, all 
affairs of this nature are conducted by" in~ferrur agents, and money 
is the only standard by which the "'aims of the solicitors are me.... 
tiurcd. When the sum is once fixed, the rest is ea~mplished ; 
anu whole mghto are passed hy 6upposed faith.wiv,,", in tne 
arms of others, without their being IUiMed- by their hushands, 
since it is not the fashion of the country for married people to 
share constantly the same hed., _ Three thousand pillrtres, or 



TO THE FRIENDS OF MY COMPANION. 

about one hundred and fifty pounds sterling, were currently 
na~ed as the price of the daughter of the Dufterdar Effhdi, 
one of the Secretaries of State; and this sum was said to have 
been actually paid by an old Christian merchant who had a wife 
and twelve children of his own! 

Amidst all this, I was at a loss to conceive how till' Dervi~h 

CDuld find much enjoyment, while labouring under the strong 
passion which I suppo~ed he must thell have felt for the object of' 
his affections at Bagdad, whom he had quitt('d with ~o lnuch re
luctance .. What wa~ my !'Jurprisfo, howevH, on &('eking an expla
natioR of this seeming incon~i!\ten.cy, to find it was the son, and 
not the dau~hter, .of his friend Elias ·who held l:';O powprful a 
hold on hil'i heart! I ::;hrunk back from the confession ns a man 
would recoil from a s('rpent on which he had ul1cxpt'etctlly trodden; 
and I was struck silent from further enquiry, as onp would be 
averse to moving forward while lIIO venomous and deadly a rc-ptile 
lay in his path. i was detighted to find, however, at last, that 
this wa~ a pure and honourable passion. His fondness for the 
boy was.of &u<:h it nature as that he ('ould ll'lt suffer him ever to 
J4lve the house, or be- profaned by hi!o( exposure to the sight of 
others, keeping llim always as sa<'fed as thf mo!>t !'le('lud('u llU'mhf'r 

of the harem; and in answer:s to enquiries naturally ~uggested by 
the subject, he declared he would rather suffer denth than do the 
slightest hann tn so purc, so innocent, so hea"enly a creature as 
this. The friendship exi,tillg between the father of the child and 
its nv6wed lover, seemed, to prove at least that the parent was sa..
tisfied as IQ the natqre cif' the feeling; and all that I saw mysel~ 
though I then thought it was for a female person, still appeared 
to mt', even after I was un&Jecehred in this particular, to be the 
r~sult of a genuine effusion of .nature, and in no w.ay the symp_ 
toms of a depraved feelina. 

I remembered all that had been said on the subject of the love 
of boys 1lIIIOLg the Greeks, by those who conceived it t<' Ju, a pure 
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and honourahle a/fection, as well as by those who thought the 
contrary. M:. De Pauw's remarks on the beauty of the Grecian 
youth were fresh in my recollection, and Archbishop Potters apo
logy for, or flcfcncc of the practice, as springing from an honourable 
,source, were still familiar to me. This Instance seemed so $trong 
a confirmation of the. possibility of such a passion c:x.isting, and 
being yet productiv~ of no corrupt effects, that I had no longer 
any doubt uut that the gr<.>atel nu,nber of instances were of this 
~nd . 

The remarks of Archbi'!'hop Pott(>r on this subject are so much 
to th!:' purpo~e, that it may not be deemed irrelevant to introduce 
them here; He says ;-

, Who it wa." that first introduced the em.tom 'Of Joving bo) s 
into Greece is uncertain j however (to omit the infamous amours 
of Jupiter, Orpheus, Lams, of Thebes, a1l(1 others,) we find it gen~
ralIy practised by tlw an('if'nt Grt'cian:" alld that not only in 
private, but by the public allowance and f'ncouragemC'nt of their 
laws; for they thought there could be no means more eJfectual to 
excite their youth to noble undertakings, nor any grrater-security 
to their commonwealths, than this generous pa~sion. This tJie 
invaders of their liberqes so often experienced, that it became a 
reecivrd maxim in the politics of tyrants, to use all their endea
vours to extirpate it out of thf'ir dominions j some instances 
whereof we have in Athellmus: on the contrary, free common
wealths and all those states that con&ulted the advancement of 
their own honour, seem to have been unanim~ous in establishing 
laws to encourage and reward it. Let us take a view of some 
few of them. 

, Firot. we shall find it to have been so generally practised, so 
highly esteemed in Crete, that such of their well-horn and bea'u_ 
tiful.youths as never had 'any lovers, incurred the public ·censure, 
as persons some way or other faulty in their morals;- as if Dothing 
else could hinder but that sO'l'e one's affections would be placed 
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upon them: but those that were mote happy in being admired, 
were honoun~u with the first seats. at public exercises, and wore, 
for a distinguishing badge of honour, a ~ort of garment richly 
agorned j this they still retained after they arriveu to man's estate. 
in men-wry they had. once been ""wol, ('miuent, which "'·.lS the name 
the Cretans gav~ to youths who had lovers. The lov('l's them-

. selves were called q)jA~TO:S.. One thing was l'emarkabll' in this 
place, that the lovers alway, took -their boY' by force; for, having 
placed their afff'ctions upon any Olll', they gave notice of it to his 
relations, and withul c('rtified them -\-vllat day thl'X designed to take 
him: if the lover was unworthy of' the hoy, thl'Y ref'us('d to yield 
him up; but if his quality atu] vil'tul'~ were answt'I'ahle, they 
made some slight (Jppu:-.itioll to satisfy the law, and pursued him 
to his 10ugiJigs,'!JUt then gave their consent. After this) the lover 
carried the boy whither he pleased, the persons that were present 
at the rape bearing him company. He entertained him some 
time, two m011~hs at the farthest, with hunting and such diver
sions; then they rChll'Jl(:d him home.>. At hb departure, it was 
orden'a by law that the hoy should receive a suit of armour, an 
ox~ nnd a. cup, to which th,' lovt'r usnally added out of his own 
bounty several other pJ't:3cnt'l of value. The boy being returned 
home, sfl:Crificco the ox to Jupiter, made an entf'rtainment for 
those that had accompanied him in his flight, and gave an account 
of the usage he had from his lover; for in case he was l'udt:!y 
treated, the law allpwed him satisfaction. It is farther affirmed 
by Maximus the Tyrian, that during all the time of their converse 
together~ nothing unseemly, nothing repugnant to the ancient 
laws of virtue pa.s:sed between them; and however some authors 
are inclined to have hard thoughts of this custom, yet the testi~ 
m~nies of many others, with the high characters given by the 
ancients ·oftlle old Cretan 'constitutions, by which it was approved, 
are sufficient to vindi~te it from all false imputations. The same 
is nut bevond dispute bv what Straoo tells us, that it was not so 
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much the external beauty of a boy as hi~ virtuous disposition, his 
modesty, ano. courage, which recommend~d him. 

, From the Cn·tans pas.s we to the Laceu?!monians, several of 
whose constitutions were derived from Crete. Their luve of boys 
wa& remarkable all over Greece, :'lJld for the whole conduct amI 

. excellent consequences of' it every wlwre admired. There was no 
buch thing a~ pn'sents passed between the lovers, no foul arts 
were uscd to insinuate themselves into aile aUbthcr's affections; 
their love was generous, and worthy the Spartan education; it 
was fin,t entertained from a lHutual esteem of One another's vir
tue; and the !->illUe cause which first inspired the flame, did alone 
serve to lIouri&h alld continue it; it was not tainted with so much 
as a suspicion of immodesty. Age~ilaub i& said to have refu~ed so 
much as t~ kiss the boy he loved, for fear of :Cen8ilre: and if a 
persoll attemptpd allY thiug upon a youth besides'what con&isted 
with the strit'tcst ruleb of IllOuesty, the l<1w8 (however cncouragiug 
it virtuous love) condemned him to disgrace, wlwreby he was de
prived of almost all the~ privileges of free denizens. The same 
practice was allowed the women toward their own sex, and was so 
much i·n fabhion among th~lll, that the mast staid and virtuous 
matrons would publidy own t~Ieir pasbioll for a rilOdest and beau
tiful virgin, which is a farther confirmation of the innocency .of 
this cUbtom. Maximus the Tyriall assure:-. Ub the Spartans loved 
their boys no othcrwbc than a man may be enamoured with a 
L(.>aut.,iful :iota.toe, which he proves from what Plutarch likewise re
ports; that though &everal men'R fancies met in one pcrbon, yet did 
not that cause any stl'angent'~s or jealousy among them, but was 
rather tlje beginning of a very intimate friendship, whilst they all 
jointly c0n."pired to render the beloveu boy the most accoinpfished 
in the world; . for die end of this love was, that tlie young ..ien 
might be improved in all virtuous and commendable qualities, by 
conversing with men of probity and experiepce; whence the lov~r 
and the beloved shared the honour and disgrace of each other i 
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the lover especially wa.' blamed if the boy offended, and suffered 
what punishment was due to his fault. Plutarch has a story of' a 
Spartan ,fined hy the magistratcN, because tIle lad whom he l(}v~d 
cried out effeminately whilst. h~ wa~ fighting. The sam£' loY(" 
continued -when the boy was ('Offlt> to' man's esta.te; he still pre
»C:'l'Ved his former inti"mac·y with his lover, impal't{'d to him all his 
designs. and was directed by his (·ounst·ls, a..."I. appears from DHother 
of Plutarch's rdatioHS ('onct"ruing Ch"olllcneti, who. ht"fort~ his ad. 
vancement to' the ,kingdoJll, ·waf-; hclovc.·cJ. hy one X('m\l't'~, with 
whom he ever after maintaim'd a most intimaie frienuship, till lw 
went about his prt~jt>ct of Ilt'w-modcllill~ the ('oHlhwtlwealth, whidi 
Xenares nnt approving" df'parted from him, but still n'm,tined 
faithful to him and cotl('t"aled his dcsiglls. 

'If we paSs from Sparta to Athens, Wf' shaH find that there 
Solon forbade' slavt'Fi Lo love hoys, nmking that all hOll(lurahle 
action, and. as it W~J'(" inviting (the~w af(~ Plutarch's wanh-.) the 
worthy to practise what he commanded the unworthy to forhear 
That lawgiver hiniself i!-. said to ha.ve loved Pibistratus, and the 
most emim'Jlt men ill that ('ommonwealth ~lIblllittc."{l to the foiRme 
passion. S()crat~s, who died a martyr for disowning the pagan 
idolatl'Y, t.. \,l~ry rf'Ularkahlc for sudl amoul'~, yet ).,I;'cms not whilst 
alive to havc in('ul'l't'd the least suspicion of dishonesty; for what 
else could be the cause that when Cal1ias, Thr~symachus, Ari~to_ 

pham."IS, Anytus, and Melitus, with the rest of' his cncmiL~, accused 
him of teaching Critia ... to tyrannize, for l'iophistry, for contempt 
of thp god~. aull other (·rimf's. they Hever 80 much as upbraided 
him wit.h impure love, or for writing or discoursing upon that 
subject? ,And though some person::o, e::opeciaIlY"'in later a.ges, and 
perhap!'> uilacqua,iufecl wit.h the practice of the old Grecians, have 
catled 1Il 'lueotion that philosopher's virtue in this point, yet both 
he and his i)o'·holar Plato are sufficiently vindicated from that im
putation hy Maximus the Ty~ian, to whom I refer the reader. 
The innocency of this love may farther appear from their severe 

" 
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laws enactell against immollest love, whereby the youths that en
tertaineu such lovers )"ere declal'ed infamous and rendered inca~ 
pable of public empioymcllt.'i,. and the persons that prostituted 
them ('onuclllned to dit'. Several other penalties we'r e likpwise 
ordered to deter all men from ~() heinous and detestable a crim(>, 
a.s appears from the laws of Athens, des('rilJed in ont~ of the 
forcgoiug books . 

. Th('n~ are many other examples of this nature, whereOf I shall 
only mentioH one more: it shall be taken from the 'fheiJans, 
whose lawgivers. Plutarch tells Us, encouraged this excellent pas
sion to temper the ma;mers of their youth; Hor were they Jisap .. 
pointed of their eXpt'ctation, a pr~gnant evidence whereof (to omit 
others) "'w'e have ill the l£eu 'Pa.il,a.,;. or sacrNl haud ; it was a party 
of three hundred chosen men, ('om posed of lovers and their be
loved, and therefore calleu ~;acred; it gained many importaht vie
tories, was the first that ever ovel'c..1.me the Spartans (whose 
courage till tlH.' 1l seemed irresistible) upon equa~ terms, and was 
never hl'aicl1 till the battle at Chcronea: after which, king Philip, 
taking n vicw of the slain, and coming to the place where these 
three hundred, who lind fought his whole phalanx, lay dead to
gether, he was struck with wonuf"r, and Undt'Tstanding that it was 
the band of lovcrs, he ~aj d, weepiug. ' Let tht.·1Il perish who sus
pect that tlll.:: io>e w ell (,jther did or r..u ttered any thing: uase.'·· 

I took till" gl'('at ('~t I'ain ."i to asc'ertain, by a s('verc and minute 
investigation, how far it might be possihle to doubt of the purity 
ot the pa~&ion by whidl this Affghan Dervish was possessed, and 
whether it ue:o;crvctl to be classed with that described as prevailing 
among the fUlC'ien t Greeks; and the result fully satisfied me that 
hoth were the :.;amt". I smacl was, howt:'ver, surprised beyond mea
sure, wht'u 1 assured him that such a feding was not known 'at 
all among the people of Europe. 'But how ?' said he: ' Has 

.. Ardl\~o lu~hl GIO:~ca , 'Vol. Ii. chap, ill:, p. 239, tho ed. 1820. 
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Nature then constituted you of different materials from other 
men? Can you behold a youth, lovely as the ml)on, chaste, inno
cent, playful, ~enerous, kind, amiable,-in short, c~mt.'l.ining all 
the perfections of innoGcnt hoyhooil, which like the most delicate 
odour of the rose, exists only in the bud, and becomes of a coarser 
and less lovely kind when blown . iBto maturity-can you look on 
a heing, so fit for Heaven as this is, and not involuntarily love it?' 
I agreed 'Yit}, him t.hat a sort of admiration or affection might he 
the result, bUt I at the same time strove to mark the uil'tilldion 
between all esteem founded on tIle admira~ioll of such rar.::- qua
lities, and any thing like a regard for the person. I did lIot suc
ceed, howc ~er, in convincing hinJ: for, to his mind, no sueh dis
tinction seemed to exist j and he contended, that if 1t Wl~r(! pORsiblc 
for a man to he, enamoured of every thing that is fhir, ,Jlld lovely, 
and gdou ·and hcauttful, ill a jimlllle fOI'II1, without II rcfc rt;!H' e to 
the enjoyment of t1H~ persoll, which feeling 1IIll)' most unl}ue!Sti<?l1-
ably exist, 80 the-:sauw selltitllent might he ('xci ted towards similar 
eharm!:i united in a youth of the other sex, \"'ithout refereu('c to 
any impure desires; and that, in short, in such <l case, the lover 
would fepI as much l'('pu~nancf' at the intrusion of' any ullchaste 
thought, a:-. would the admirer of a virtuous girl at tll(' exhibition 
of any indelicacy, or the presence of ar:y thing, indeed, which 
could give offence to the strictest propriety in their mutmd in
tercourse. 

The Dervish added a ~triking instan('c of the force of these 
attachments, and the sympathy which was felt ill the sorrows to 
which they led, by the following fact from his own history. The 
plaee of his residence, and of his usual labour, was near the bridge 
of the Tigris, af.the gate of the Mo, que of'the Vizi('r. While he 
8M here, about five or six years since, surrounded by several of 
his friends, who came often to enjoy his ('onversation and beguile 
the tedium of his work; he observed, passing among the crowu, a 
young and beautiful Turkish boy, whose eyes met his, as if by 
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destiny, and they remained fixedly gazing on each other for some 
time. The boy, after 'blushing likl· the first hue of a summer 
lD:ol'nillg; passed on, frequently turllillg back to look on tbe per
son wllo had regarded him so anh'utl:y. TIle l>~f\'ish felt his 
heart 'revolve within him,' for such was his expres!;ion, and a 
cold sweat cam(' across his hrow. H e hung his head .upon his 
graving-tool in dejection, and excWied himself to those about 
him, by saying he felt suddenly ill. Shortly afterwllrds, the boy 
returned, and after walking to alld fro sev.ef(~) times; ' tlrawing 
nearer and nearer, as if under the influence of some attracting 
charm, he l'all1e up to his observer, and said, 'Is it really true, 
then, that you love met 'This,' said IsmaeI, 'was a dagger in 
my heart; I could make no reply.' The friends who were near 
him, and HOW saw all explained, asked him if there had heen 
any prt>vious acquaintance existing hetween them. He assured 
them that the)' had nevel' ... een each other before. 'Then,' they 
replieo, 'such un event must be from Goo,' .. 

Tht' hoy continued to remain for a while with this party, told 
with great frankness the name and rank of hi!:'; parents, as well as 
the place of hi.s residence, and promised to repeat his visit on the 
following day. lIe did this regularly for sev('ral months ill suc
cession, sitting for hourh by the Del'vish, and either singing to 
him, or asking him interesting questions, to beguile his labours, 
until, a~ lsmael expressed himselt: ' though they were still two 
bodies, they bl'l.'ame one soul.' The youth at length fell sick, and 
was confined to his bed, during which time his lover, Ismacl, dis~ 
continued entirely his usual occupations, and abandoned himse.if 
completely t., the care of his beloved. He watched the changes 
of his disease with 1ll'"U'e them the anxiety oC a peent, and never 
quitted his bed-side, night or day. Death at length separated 
them; but even when this stroke came, the Dervish could not be 
prevailed on to quit the corpse. He constantly visited the grave 
that contained the remains of all he held dear on earth, and, 
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planting myrtles and flowers there, after the manner of til(> East, 
bedewed tnem daily with his tears. 

His friends t-iympathized powerfully in his distJ;t'~~, which, 
he said, 'continued to feed his grief,' until he pilled away to 
absolute illness, aIHI was twar following the fate of him whom he 
dtplored On {luitting Bagdad, 11O.,ever, the constant succession 
of new sceJlc.s and new events that held him, in all (~x('ursion 

throu~h Persia to KhorasaJl, progressivdy oblit(,'ratcu the deep 
impressions whic~l sorruw had made UpOIl his lmppinc::.s. It was 
on this oct-asion, of his leaving the city, that his feclillg~ burst 
forth in an elegiac' Oc.lc to Love,' which he paraphrased from hi.s 
native tongue. the Pushtuo, into Aral>ic; aud even in that form it 
appeared exceedilJgly eloquent, and reminded me powerfully of 
the praises which .Anacccoll hestowed on his lovely, and, perhaps, 
equally chaste Bathyllus. 

From all this, added to many othPT C'xamples of a similar kind, 
related a~ happenillg: hetwcell persons who had often been painted 
out to me in Arabia amI Persia, J eoulc.l no longt'r doubt the c:xis~ 
enee in the Ea~t of an affi.'dioll for male youths, of' a~ pure and 
honourable a kiud a.s that which is felt ill Europe for tho);(' of the 
other sex. 1'h(> most eminent scholars have contended for the pu
rity of a similar passion, whidl not only l;revailed, hut as we have 
nlready seen, was pu blidy countenanc(>u, anll prai .... ed, in G rt't'ce; and 
if the passion there could be a. chaste om~, it may lw admitted" to 
be equally possible here. De Pauw a.scribes it in that cuuntry to 
the superior beauty of the males to the females, which is hardly 
likely to have been the sole cause; but, CVPll admitting the admira
tion of personal beauty to have entered largely into the soun·es of 
this singular ~tion of ft"eling, it would be l.l.s unju~t to .suppose 
that thIS necessarily hnplied impurity of dl'~ire, as to contend that 
no one ('(mid admire a lovely countenauce aud a bea.utiful forIll 
in the other dex, and still be inspired with .sentiments of the most 
pure and honourable nature toward the object of his aduliration. 



!J4 VlSITS AT KERMANSHAH, 

One powerful reason why this passion may exist in the East 
while it is quite unknown in the " ' est, is probably the seclusion of 
women in the former, and the fr~f'dom of access to them in the 
latter. l'leoplt' of sueh warm imaginations and high sC>llsihilities as 
some among th(' ~siatics unquestionably are, must pour out their 
hearts and discharge the overflowing affections of their nature on 
somethiug, and they arc likely to fh: them on that which they 
deem mnst amiable and lovely among the objects familiar to them. 
Had they the unrestrained intercourse which we enjoy with sucb 
sUJ>f>rior bdugl'l as the virtuou8 and accompliihed females of our 
own country, they would find lwthing in nature so descrviJl~ of 
their love as thl'sl:'. But in couutrit'N where :-;('an'ely a virtuolls 
and never an accomplished female exists, where ahno!o.t .. ·very 
woman is without ('uueation, and where opportunity ilnd high 
payment are all that is 1'(>cIuirccl to make' the Illost chaste a willing 
prey; in countries, in ~hort, wlwrc, hc.:;idt·s the debased state of 
female societ.r, men lITe so completely shut out even from this, 
that the occasional sight of their heauty cannot inflame them, 
where call allY thing so love-inspiring else ht· found, as a young, 
an innocent, an aJrUabh.', aud an intelligent youth '? And who but 
tho~c of the very babest of their species, would think of uegrading, 
even in their own eyes; a heilig, whether male or female, whom 
they dt'votf,dly and :-;iut.'crely loved? 

~ Such dchauf'hces as we have ill England, who pride them
selves on the number of irlJlOl'cnt girls they have seduced and be
trayed, might perhaps do so; hut th('se are surely not a criterion 
by which to judge the great lJlass of any country, Even where 
custom ,and habit may have deaden(·d. the feelings of shame at 
this crime, the voie:e of nature must be always ,aeard to plead 
against it, And such, indeed, is the fact; for while the Jelabs 
or public beys of Turkey and Per~ia are as much despised 

. and shunned ill those countries, w abandoned women are 
with us, or even more so; the youths who are the avowed fa
vourites or beloved of particular individuals, are as much re-



TO THE FRIENDS Of' MY COMPANJ(,S. 95 

"pected, and thought as honourably' of: as any virtuous girl, 
whose 'amiahle qualities should hav~ procured her an honourahle 
lover, while her companions wen> seeking in vain for such a dis
tinL"tion. 

But it is time to return from u digresSiioll, which it i~ hOl.ed will 
not be thought wholly irrelevant, as tending to elucidate a very 
important featm'p in the manIl('1"S of the..' East, and 0Ill:' un which 
much mis('ollc:ptio)) :e::\ist~.' My Dervish, tiU.'ll, Jlotwithstanding 
this diopositioll, unknown and almost ill('onccivalJle among us, had 
many excel1ent qua1ities which ElIropt::ans, as well as Asiatics, 
kIlow how to appreciate. li t' was hrave and f'eade~s in the..' highc~t 
dt'grec, a virtue in the estimation of all men, from the savage to 
the sUg'e. He had a hem-t that felt most warmly for thl' di :..;trcs~es 

of the poor, and had relieVl'cl many from his own purse, alJd plead
ed the eause ofotl;ter~ in appeals to mille, during the ~hort time we 
luu] he(,11 together. On our route, 'we had found a little orphan 
hoy, whom his master had left behilHl him 011 the road, from his 
incapacity to walk as nlst a~ the daily jourJIt'ys of the caravan. As 
his f'eet had swollell from his l)cil'~ slwdcss, Ismacl set him 011 his 
own hors(', atIlI walked from Haroullabad all the way to thi~ place, 
on his <lccount alone. Not satisfieu with this, he . had thi~ morn-

• 
ing sought out hi::; mast('r in a klHlIl, puhlicly reproved 11im for his 
crllelty and want of feclin~, purcha!wd a pair of shoes for the lad 
himself, and gave him two sequins to provide again<.;t allY ~imilar 
abandomnimt. He had bN'n hitherto faithful in all hir tr,lllsac
tions with me, whether it regarded his word or the unlimited usc 
of my purse, and I believe him to hav(~ been sincere in his ex
pressions of gratitude for Illy consenting to take him with· me. lIe ' 
had brought his mother to Bagdad in her old age. and supported 
both h>:!r and her widowed sister with a large family of children 
for scveral years, always lcaving with them a sufficient l)UlI1 of 
money whenever he quitted that place on an excursion of pleasure. 
And to cloSt' all, he was apparently beloved by everyone who 
knew him for any length of t!me, which a man can hardly be 
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without having many real claims to esteem. In Bagdad, besides 
th(, ~entlf'm('n of th(' English Residency, who thought highly of 
his ~('nt'Tal ('haractt>l', and tho..,e of his otlwr frif'lUl:,; who all ~pokt" 
to mC' of hi:-, illtcnueu. ahl',('llC'f' with- n'~ret, t.hfJ·e was not one 

among murf' than fifty that we had lllt't to .... day whu did not salute 
and emiJl'a('l' him warmly, f'x)ll'e:o.sing It hope thai he wa~ ('orne to 

makt' sonIC 'itay alllong tlwll1. and evincing grt'at Jibappointment, 
and eV('1l sorrow, wlwn he spoke of his being merely t.he passenger 
of' Ull hour. 

Whl'n t-'vening approached, after we had pa~sed a day of {'Oll~ 
tinu('d ('nb'rtainrnellt, with seareely any other intt'rmi s~ion than 
our paRRage from OIH' house to another ill diifcrt'nt quarter~' of the 
town, WI.:' :-..uppr(l together in a party of a doze'll of tIlt' most. ~dl.'<:L, 
at the hO\l~(, (If a new RettIer hen~ from hpahan. To nOlle (If Ido 
frit'll(l~ had h.1Il<lt'1 uil'.dosNI the f~1.('t of Illy b(:'hl~ an Englishman, 

sO that 1 :o.till pa:-. ... t'u as a S\)OJlIll'(' Mo:-.lt'lll of Cairo. from the Hauj. 
When tlw r('a:-.on~ of In)' joul'lwying this way \H'rC uemalHit'd, it 
was an:.wert>d hy bmael, that my sist£'r was the wiff> of Ghlilih, the 
fOfml'!' Shereei' of' Mf'('ea, whom Mohammeu Ali Pa:-.ha had dis
plared, finu that bomc of hpr mOlll')' having bej'u lent to Pf'Tsian 
pHgrims of uistinction, ;vho:o.e funds had fallt'n f;hort duriH~ their 
long jOlll'll{'Y allel .... tay at Me('('a. 1 was goillg into Pf'r:-.ia to ('oIlect 
this, hut wi:-.hed to pu:.:-. lI11iutt'l'l'upteu aHd without paraue. The 
Deni:-.h then ;1(1111.'<.1, that there heillg none among my own scr
vant~ who had b(,£'l1 in the ('ountl'Y bl~forf', lw hat! auvisl,d tnt' to 
leave them at Bagdad, and had himsdf engaged to he Illy ('on
uuctor, interpreter, and slav(', All this was readily lwlicved, but 
some :';l'fuplc:- were entertaineu as to the rigour of my practice in 
abstainillg from forbiddcn thillg~, 'What!' said the Dervish, 
'do you think theH, while tit" ('adi of Stamboul, and half 
the Mollah~ of that City of thc Faithful, drink wine, as it is re
ported, until they calln~t uistinh'llish their daylight from their : 
sunset prayers, that a Hadjee Massri, an Egyptian pilgrim, a 
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relation of the Shereef of Mecca, would be" sho('keu at it?" ] 
gave my assent to the general ob5>ervation that such pl'ohihitiolls 
were intemlcu for ~he ignorant (from ,,,,hom the pride of every 
man triumphantly ex('("pt.i:t himself); and, as it was ta('itl ) 
acknowledged that none of us were of that number, we drauk 
deeply of the gv1<.len wine of Shirauz, which Hafiz and Sandi 
have so r loqucl1tly praised, alid Gihhon so jU5>tly asserted to 
have triumphed ill ('VE'T)' flg:fI over the forhidding pre('(>pt~ of 
M oharnml'(l. 



CH PTER VI. 

DESCRIPTION OF K RMAN. RAD, ONE OF TIlE FRONTIER TOWNS OF . 

PElt IA. 

SEPT. 16.-0n my leaving Bagdad, Mr. Rich had furnished 
me with a letter to the ' hah Zade, the King of Persia's second 
son, who re ides at Kermanshah, as well as other letter. to per
sons of distinction here; but as we had hitherto found it un
necessary to claim the protection of the great, we thought it best 
not to forc ourselves on their notice by the presentation of suc 
letters, and accordingly avoided it. 

As there was yet no caravan moving either for Hamadan or 
Ispahan, ~ devoted the day to completing our examination of the 
town, and closed it in a party in one of the best baths of the 
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place,-said our evening prayers in the Great Mosque, and re
turned to the khan at au early hour. 

Here, a I had hitherto found but little lei ure, or privacy, 
since ~ur arrival at 'Kermanshah, I at up, by the Ii ht of a dim 
lamp, with the door clo ed on my small chamoer, and employed 
myself in noting down the incidents of our stay in this place, and 
the impressions to which they had giv n rise, with the following 
sketch of Kermanshah itself. 

This town is seated on three or foul' gentl~ hills, at the foot of 
a range, which i passed on approaching it from the we t; so that 
it contains within its walls some slight and other steep ascent , 
with eminences of different heights, and their corresponding 
valleys. It i said to have been founded by Baharam the Fourth, 
the brother and successor of the famous embryo King hapoor, 
who was himself called Kerman hah, from having filled the tation 
of Governor of the city of Kerman. 

To the north and the east it has before it a beautiful and 
extensive plain, at the entrance of which it may be said to stand. 
The boundaries of this on the north ar , the high range of moun
tains called Kooh Tauk-e-Bostan, including in it the peculiar 
masses of Kooh Parow and Kooh Bi itoqn. On the south it is 
closed by the range of Kooh eeah, both of these ranges going in 
nearly a north-west and outh-east direction. ~etween these the 
plain extend for about fifteen or twenty miles in length, and 
from five to eight in it greatest breadth. 

The form of Kermanshah is irregular, approaching nearest to 
a circular outline, of about three miles in circumference. The 
wall which surrounds it is flanked with circular bastions, at sta
ted distances, turr ted, and pierced with loop-holes and ports 
for cannon ~ but it is without a ditch, is built chiefly of sun
dried bricks, and has at present no ordnance mounted on any 
part of it. 

There are five gates. The one on the west is called Durwaze 
Kubber Aga, from a pretty little tomb of an Aga tli ~e, with a 
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tlower-gnrut'n hefore it. The one un the north-wl'st is caned 
Durwaze NNljef Aslwn·f; J)leaning the gate at ",hidl a Saint dried 
up the s('a. Tht' stury ('01II1Cdcu with the name is this. In the 
time of tlw hnllUHl Ali. there was a large lake ill-'n', by the side of 
which a pOOl' man was sitting. shaving the hair.;; from off' his legs 
allo Lody, when his razor awl stOllt' fell intu the watl'f. The 
Imaum ('o)llillg hy at the timt'. aJld witnessing his dj,~; tres.'i. en
quired iuto the ('<tww of it, and finding that the Faqut-'cl' was a 
huly m,lIJ , ordered t.he lake to he urit'd lip, which it instantly uc
camp at his word. restored the man his razor, and ha.«; remained 
dr), land ever since. This fact is belit-'vl'd here with all proper 
reSpt'{'t; iUld from its h(>ill~ one of comparatively recent date to 
that of Mos('~ drying up the H(~d Sf'a. it is thought tit hy the~ 
superstitious Mohalllll1C'ualls to Itt' placed besidt' it in tll<.' Chronides 
of Truth, and is triumphantly dted to prove that their nlvourite 
Tmaum was f' (l'lal to j\JtlS(-'s at il'<l:-'t. The third ~ate, on the 
north. is ('<tllccl Durwaz6 Shererf Auat. froIll some person of' that 
name, who probahly built it. The fourth, on the north-east" is 
~.'alled Durwazt- Tauk-t·-Bo!o.tan, from its leading to the arch(~d 
cave in the lIlouutain :-and the last, 011 th(' s()uth-east, is IHuued 
l>urwazc l spahan, from the high road to that ('ity leadin~ from it. 

Not half a (·j·utllry ago, Kermall !Shah was but a large village. 
the inhahitHnts (If which :-.uh::.isteu chieHy hy their agricultural 
lahours in their Own plaill , amI hy the feeding of their ('attIe on 
the fine pastures of thl' Mahee-Du:-.ht. A:-; a frontier town in the 
west was wanting, however, to oppose to the })asha of llagclad, 
in the event of war between 'J'Ul'kt.,y und Persia, as well as for the 
more effectual government of the w(>!Stern provinces of Shooster, 
L-auristan, and the parts of Koorclistan .subject to the Persian 
power, Kermanshah was fixed on to be('OllIe the future residerlce 
of one of the King of Persia's sons. 

Since that p{~riod the town has gradual1y increased in size, in· 
population, and in affluence, and goes on still augmenting its 
numhers. During the visit of Mr. Rosseau, the Frepch Consul 
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Gene"Fal of Bagdad. to this place, ill 1 H07, h<.' cstilllult'Ct the num
ber of it~ inhabitants from sixh'cn to ci~htccll thOll!'><lIH.l ," At thi:-; 
moment, however, it certailily ('ontains thirty thousulld; amI from 
all that I ohserved ;)1" the spa('p cove"H'u hy how.,l'~, anu th(' man
ner in whi('h they ·wert..· occupied, 1 thought ~hc llumlwr of peoplt.' 
here <1t !P<lst equal to tlw half of' tho~c at Bagdad. which would 
make the estilJlate still higher. 

Of these illhahit.allt~, the great mass art.' l\lohalll111CUUm, of tilt' 

Shecah se('t, til(' rc:-.t hl'ill~ llHHJ.l' up of ahout twenty SUOllllt'"C 

families. loiettlers from Turkt~y, a hUlltired ,It'\\ ::.. 011\)" olle (,hri~ti<Hl 

of any kind, who is Yusef' KIHlIl , <l B us~iall. and now Topjl't' Bashi, 
01' chief of artilll'ry, of tIlt, Shah Zadt~. t-1l11W few Koonl rt'sitif'lltS. 
allu mall)' (;eorgiall ~l;l\' l's, c:hietiy tt-lUaks. The oilly Arah!'> hut' 
are lnerdy sojoufIlcr!'i. Arllleuian!'i there art.' nOlll', either us pa;"Sl'Il

gers or T(>sidents; and of' Guchl't's 01' tirc-worshippers, tIlt· old fol-
10w(>l's of .zoroastt·r, as tilr as I could leuI'll. then' hu\'l' !H.'vet' het'li aery 
resiut'llt hel'e. The three last Wl'rc t·lluHlcratc<l. hO\n~v('r, alllOIlg 
the populatioll of the place, by ~lr, Hos;.,eau. Jf :-.u('h )It'rsous 
wen" here at tIll' timl' he wrote, it could ollly be ill the way that 
.Mr. ltosscau and ()ur~elve s wpre. as toJojouJ'lwrs or travellers : yet 
no one in descrihillg the state of KennalJshah at eitl)(>1' of those 
pel'jods would reckon among jt!:: population either Fr(,11I'hmen, 
Englishmen, 01' Affghans. 

The government of the Shah Zade extelluloi llorthward iuto 
Koordistan, houth",'ard to Shooster and the sea coast of Khu~j<.;tan, 
westward to the Tauk or pass of' .I\'loulIt Zagros. and eastward to 
the tOW1I of Hamadan. Over these proviu('es the Prince exer<'ises 
soverci~n authority: without I'efert'nc(> to his father. and he is 
thought by many \.') be the most pow('rful of' all the governors in 
the empire, not excepting the Shah himself. The presl'lIt Prince is 
the eldest son of the rt-igning Sovereign, by a G('orgian mother. 
He is about ~ighteen y"'ars of age, and is conceived to owe aU the 

VuJ.e " Miues de ('OrIent," tome S, p. 85. 
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greatness of hi~ influenl'e to the firmness of his general conduct. 
and his personal superinh'lHlal1('t' of puhlic businPNs, a duty which 
is said to he nt'glt'('t(~d hy his brothers. His sway is (-a\1"d a mild 
one, tllOugh, hut on til(' pvcnillg of yesterday, t\\'o me.n wC'l'e, hy hi!'. 
onler. hI own off' from the cannon's mouth tbr some trifling offence, 
which would not have in('urn'd, even in Turkey, a higher puni$ih
meHt than the bastinado. He is, however, a. great speculator and 
trader, amI encourages commerce in others, as far as such a dis
position in himself will admit of it without thwarting his own 
personal interests. 

Being in a manner the founder of the town in its present state 
of opulence (for hefore his reign its improvement was vt>ry incon
siderahle), he takes a pride in embellishing it by puhlic ,,,'orks ; aud 
this, as it adds mu('h to the comfort as well as attra(,tions of the 
town, ensures him thc praise of' all partie,'S, A large palace Ilear 
the ('('ntrE" of the ('it )', for himself, a country house surrounded hy 
gardens for hilS harem, and a spacious mo~que lIear his own l'(~!-ii

dem'e for the puhlic use, have bc{'n built from his own fuuus, 
witllOut allY extraordinary contributions. The whole range of 
streetb, hazars, ('aravan~erais, baths, &c. which are now erecting, are, 
however, huihliug from ,advanct:s (If their futUT{' occupiers, in loaus 
to the Prince, on the faith of his l'romi~(', that the bums shall be 
accounted for in their annual renb, The Prince is therefore the 
great owner of the 1and. and of tht: huiluillgs; and a.~ his will is 
law, the rent.'i \\-' ilI no doubt be so regulated, as to return him all 
rllormOUl; profit, in which cas,e, instead of a munificent auorner of 
a city of his own founding, he can be regarded only as a monied 
speculator in po" .... eslSion of ~n unrestrained monopoly. 

The force of the city is not at al1 equal to its real importance, 
as the western frollti{;r town of an extensive kingdom. It had not, 
as far as J could perceive, at preseut, a single cannon mounted on 
its walls, Several fine long hrass pieces, of Persian foun~ry, and' 
apparently very old, were lying about 011 the ground before the 
Prince's palace. and in another public sqqare j and ~re was in 
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his service a Hu ... siall Topjet~ Bashi, or ('hief of' the cannoneers, 
so that whell the 1Il01'(~ profitahle illiprOVe1ll('nt. ... of buildiJJ~ are 
tc-rminutt·o, that of fortifh-atioll may IWrhap1'> Ill' ht,tter utt('luled 
to. The wholt· military l'~tahli~hlJlellt of thl' Shah Za(l<~ i:-; esti
mateo to consist of about five hUIHII"('(1 hOl"1'>e alld a thousand toot. 
Likf:' the 1o;ohlil'r:-; of' TIIl·kt'~. thc~(' arf:' r(,quired to arlll 11ml. clothe 
themselvl's out of their pay. are totally withoHt illI)" di1'>till~uis1lillg 

uniform, and as ulldi1'>(,lplilJl'd a~ an ('Hemy l'(lul(1 wbh. TheM' 
few troops are thought ~ufth-i('nt for the maintl'nilllC(' of public' 
order in the nei~hbuurho(}(l of tIl(' town, and for tlw n 'gular /1:lii.\nl 
of the Prince's person. All ebr would Ill' ~IIPl!ftlU()Us, ill hb 
estimation, :-; il1l'(' tll!' gon~ nl()r of every I'l'Ovill('(' under the Shah 
Zade must, ovpr allo aho\'(' til(' y('arJy trihute to the Priuct,'s 
treasury, provide troops for the dl~fl' JJ('t-' of hi .... 0\\111 di!.tri(·t , out 
of tlJl' ('ontributiolls whidl lit' i:"> authorized to 1('\'y at will on 
the people suhjet't to hi }; illlllll'ciiatl' ('ontro\. To ' kl'('p up ; 
large aWl)'. or to train and dh,d piilll' tht, small OIW really em
bodied ill limc of Pl'll('t' for mol'(' prOlnpt and cffl'c·tual ~crvi cc in 
war, would Ilot ellter into tht, ('ollt'c l'tioll of t1l0 ... (' who look on the 
duration of hoth the Ol1e and tll c other to 1)(> dependant on the 
will of God alone. and totally exempt from humall control. 

The ({(-' tails of the Government. art> nearly tlw !.'1ll1(' here as 
in tllC ~reat town~ of its bister kingdom, Turkey : personal 
favour and brihel)" are ah\'Ct~'s of avail, amI corruption exists in 
every office and d epartment of the State. Notwith!.tanding thi,;;, 
however, the people appl'ar to be happ) , and are firmly l'onvin('cd 
that no country can be equal to their own. Their climate, their 
water, and the productions of their soil, arc justly praised ; though 
e,,:en from these thl..'Y do not derive half the enjoyment they are 
capablt, of affording, from want of the ne('(>ssa ry knowledge how 
to employ them to the best advantage. But, because the signal 
drum is beat three tillWS after sunset, at the last sound of which 
the streets must be cleared of every individual on pain of death, 
they thin~heir Government the best that possibly can be, and 


