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would certainly treat any mall ns all idiot or a madman who 
should suggest even the nution of a Tf'form. 

Among t}l£' puhli(' huildiJlgs of the town, the Shah Zadtfs pa­
lace is hy far the large~t, occupying perhaps a quarter of a mile 
in circuit. The principal front OPPllS to the south-east, into a 
large square called the Maidan, a plate of exercise for horses. 
This squarc is f\urroullucd by shops and stalls in recesses lik!' 
those of a large khan: and having passagcR of communication to 
most of the principal hazars in the different quarters of the town, 
it is generally crowded with people. 

The front of the palace towards this square is about a thou­
sand feet in length, and t11C asel'nt to its centre is by an inclined 
plane, sufficiently stcep for steps, but havjn~ nOllC, in order that it 
may the better iu.hnit the passagt' of horses, Leadiug off' from 
the top of this a'5Cf'nt are two long ('au!Sl'ways or galleries, going 
all along the fl'tlJlt of the building. at the height of fifteen or 
twenty feet from the level of the sflual'c be1ow. The whole of 
thc front is a plain brick waH, excepting only til<' centre, where 
two or three stories rhie over the door of entrance, The door is 
in the Arabian stylI' of architecture, corrupted by modern taste, 
and ahove it, on two la:rge panne.}!';, are representetl the exploits of 
Rustall, the JJ('f('ules of tht' Persj,111s, ill figures boldly drawn and 
gaudily coloured. A hovt' this is tht' public divan, which has an 
open balcoll} looking out on the square, and from \vhich the view 
of the town and the ('ountry m'ust be commanding and agreeable. ' 
Here the Shah Zade sits for an hour or two early in the day to 
transact p11hlic business and receive visits; but a~ the sun shinc~ 
strongly on it at that period, it is then always covered by a per­
pendicular awning, or curtain, of canvass, painted in gay eoloqrs 
and fanciful designs. 

The interior of the palace is laid out for domestic convenience" 
and streams of water flow through the gardens, from amidst which 
rises a polygonal kiosque, of the form of the stools on which the 
salver is placed at the meals of the Turks, and totall,y devoid of 
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dignity, which must be imputed to the bad taste of the arl'hih~('t, 

sillce the dome, which is appropriate to the order, might have bt.'PII 

so well placed in its stead. 
The Harem 01' Seraglio of the Prince is seated ou a hill at 

some distance from his I'ula<:e, surrounded by gardens. It stand.s, 
however, within t)l(' wan~ of the town, and is said to enjoy the 
most uelicious air that mortal ('1111 hreathe, IIis e~tahli shmeHt uf 
wives is ('ompletc; hut hl'~idl's these he has several Georgian 
!-.laves, of thl' gl'Catl~st beauty tlwt could be procured for lllon('Y, 
In tlIcse and in his TlIl'kmnall horses, his chief pleasure is said to 
exist; hut the horscs, though prai sed as fill(,1' than any of the king':-' 
stud, h c SclUOll1 01' Heve r lllOUlltS, and his lli.\l'(' 1U lIe as rarely 
visits, g('lH'rully scmlill g for the wife or the slave whom lw llIay 
happen ))lost to upsirc, and leaving the rest to Ilurse hi.s BUlIH-'l'OUS 

progeny, and di vert thelllselves as well as they can withill latticed 
windows, high walls, amI strong bolts and bars, under the con­
tinual cspionnge of the sevcre and ullfeeling t'ulll1chs, who arc 
(>mployetl as cheeks UpOli the ~nduc liberty of royal favourites. 

There are only four mosques in the whole town; and three 
of t.h{'~;c :lrc i-; tnallcr than those seen in the poorest villagci-; of 
Egypt, The largest, however, which is th(' work of the Shah 
Zadc, and is close to 11is palace, hus [I very spacious court attached 
to it, which of itself convl~ys an air of grulllkur, particularly Wh('ll 

filled by dcvout worshippel's, performing their ablutions previous 
to prayer, The interim' of the mosque is quite plain, sho \;'in~ 

only a large, but low hall, supported by square pillars of hrick­
work. In all the towns, indeed, not a fine dome or a. minaret 
of any kind is to he ;.;cen, whieh one would scarcely have expected 
among a people Wh ;1o are more strict in their devotions than their 
n~jghbours, and who lavish such wealth 011 the tomus of their 
venerated Imaums. 

The baths are of a superior kind ; there are said to he three 
equal to the one we visited, amI four or five others fre_ 
quented only by the !?Oorer classes. The first of these, which was 

p 
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not far from the palace, 'was entered by a porch, extremely clean, 
anel nentl), ornamf'nteu by painting amI other ut'vices on it, 
ceiling and walls. This remarkahle contrast to the low, dark, and 
foul passages which p:ellcrally lead to Turkish bath" was a pre­
sage, upon the very threshold, of greater comfort and a('commo­
dation within. 

When we reached the undresljing-room, this prepossession was 
still further strengthcllrd. Ht're we found a square hall, well 
lighted from above. ha.ving on three of its sides elevated l'CCCSS~ 
for the visitors, and on the fourth, the passage from th" outer 
porch to the hall. and from this to the innrr bath, having on 
each side shclvf's, in which were arranged the clean and dirty 
dothes, the comboS, looking-glasses, and all the apparatus of th~ 
toilette, under the immediate care of the ma6ter of the' hath him. 
self. At tilt'" uJlAles of these rai~ed recesses, amI dividing theil 
lower roof~ which they supported, from the higher Ont' of tht 
('entral square, W(~rc four good marble pillars, with spirally fiute( 
shafts, and moulded capitals, perfectly uniform in size and design 
and producing tht' bC6t cffect. ]n the centre of the square space, 
which these mnrkt'd out, and on a lower floor, was a large marble 
cistern of cold water; and at each end of this: on wooden stands, 
like those used in our arbours and hrcakHlst rooms, were arranged 
coloured glass jars, with Hou'crs of various kinds in them, well 
watered and perfectly fresh. 

The walls of this outer hall were ornamented all around by 
designs of trees, birds, and beasts, in fanciful forms, executed 
in white upon a blue ground, and though possessing nothing 
worthy of admiration, yet giving an air of finish, of neatness, and 
of cleanliness to tbe whole, in which the baths of Turkey ~re 
generally so deficient. 

We undressed here, and were led from hence into the inner 
bath, where all was still free from every thing offensive, either to 
the sight or smell. This inner room was originally an oblong 
space of about fifty feet by twenty-five, but bad been since made 
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into two square divisions. The fir:st, 01' ouier one, was it pl •• in 
paved hall, exactly like- the undrcssing-room, except that it. hml 110 

side recesses, bul it!, floor was level, clo.')e to the> wans. There w('re 
here also four pillal'~; but, as wen a~ 1 rt'mf'lI1ber, plain Ollt's: 

and in the square ~pac(> which they endosed ill tht, centre of tht, 

rOOlll, wa.~ a dste]'!} of water as in the out(.>r OJ1t'. It was (1) tht' 
floor of this that the visitors lay, to he wa~hell h) the attendants; 
for there werc no raised. semts for this purpose as iu Turkish haths, 
and the great octagonal one, witl. its ('old fountain, the :sides amI 
tops of which arc ornalllelltcd with nw:-;aic work of marble ill 
Turkey, was 11t'r(' fe-placed hy the cisterJl de:-.cribt·d. The whole 
of this room ":'.1."; ut'''otitutt· of ornamellt, cxr'cpt.ill~ the walls, whi.~h 
were :,ilOilar to those without. The .sl'{'owl divi:-.ioll, to which thi~ 
led, eOJl~i8ted of three parb: the' central olle WCL!-. a large and Ul'l'P 
bath, tilled with warm wateT, its bottom being level with the lowel' 
floor of the building, amI tlw ascent tl) it being by three or four 
steep steps, On each l'iide of thi:s wa ... "1 a small pl'iv(lte room, witll 
a cistern in the rentre of each, for the use of those who wished to 
be served with peculiar attention. 

Th(' whole was as neat and wt'll arranged as ('ould be desin,d, 
and as clean as any l)ftth can be which. is open to }mbli<! ust'. 
But as few pleasures are entirely pf'rfect, so here, \\-'itlt an it ... 
general apparent superiority to the baths of Turkey, thi.s was in­
ferior to them in the most eSl'icntial points, The attem!allts seemed 
quite i~I}()rant of the art of twisting the limbs, mouldlIlg the 
muscles: cracking the joints, opening the chest, and all that deli­
cious train of operations in which the Turks are so skilful. The 
visitors were merely well though roughly scrubbed, and their im­
puritieo;; then rinse ... ~ off in the large cistern above, from which 
th'ere was ueither a running stream to carry off the t(ml water, 
nor cocks of hot and cold to renew and temper it at pJeasure, as in 
Turkey. 

. In place vf the luxurious moulding of the muscles, the use of 
the hair-bag, or glove, for removing the dirt, and the profusion of 
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perfumed soap, with which the Turks end a course of treatmcut 
full of' (it'light, tIll' Per ... iall~ Hrc occupied in stainill~ the heard 
and hair hlack, the llail ~ of'the toe!. and tin~ers of a deep reu, and 
the wl101e of the fl'rt allti hautls of a yellow colour, by different 
preparatioll§ of henua. Thi ... operation js the' most unpleasant 
th<lt c:tll he~a;:6n('d . TIlt> Per5iulls do not ~have the whole of 
thC' head, u!-. is u t-. ual with llIo:-.t of the Turks and Arahs, hut, 
taking off' all thp hail' from the forehead, over the t'rO\\JJ, and 
down tht' neek, for nhout a hand's hreadth, the) h'u\,e 011 ("teh 
side two large hu~hy lIla~&('s, de}lf'lIdillg over tll(·ir t.llOtilclers. 
These are almost a:-. full in ROln{, indiyiduals as the appllr<>nt wigs 
of the Sas~aniaJl llH.'dals: and in others, they are snffh.:i('ntly h'ng 
amI larg-t:· to meet and coy('r the Jwc-k behind, whidl woultl de­
ceive a stranger into a belief: tlwt they wore the w1JO}e of tlwir 
hair, without (· itlll' )' e'utting 0 1' shavillg it. This. theil, wi th a very 
lOllg and full hcard. in wilic'h all the p<,ople h('rc take pride, is 
pla~terf'd "ith a thick pa!<.te, of thl' ('onsi~t(>nce of hop;'s lard, and 
not )(""",> tlHlJl two pounds ,,-eight of which is sometime's used on 
011 (' person, It POss('sse~ a ~tr()np;ly astringent and pl'm.'trat.ing 
quality, and l"1:'f}lIirt"s great skill in tl1f> u:-;c of it , to avoid doing 
('on"iuerahlc mi~chief .• A~ the t')c-hrows art' pla~hlT('d wit.h it, as 
w('l1 as til l! n· .... t of the hair, and a.s it !-.oftt'I1:- hy the heat of the 
room and of the hody, it frequl'lItly ::-i teah. into tht' eyes, and 
produc('~ g J'( '<lt pain. The musiachios sometimes g ive a portion of 
this pa~tc also to the no~tril s, 3 S well as to the mouth, and never 
fail to yield a most unpleasant odour to all within its reach. The 
patient (ns h" lnay wPll he called) reclincs on his back, Baked, and 
on the stone fiuor. with his (-'yes and mouth completely shut, and 
not darin~ to breathe with too great frl't"u01n. H e remains in this 
mann('r for an hour or twp at a time, while the operator visits 
him at intervals, rubs his hair and beard, patches up the paste 
wlwre it has dissolved or is fallen off, and lays on fresh coats of 
tho dYe, on thr nails, the hands, and the fert. Some of these 
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hearo-plastcrpu (·hlers. frl'lih from ill(> hands of' tlwil' attenuant~, 
look oddly C'llough, with diffL'rcnt shades of rt'd, black, ami grt"y 
in their heanis; for it takes a day or two. al:(·ording to the qualit) 
of the hair, to produce an uniform hl,H!kll('~s ; and this require:;; ttl 
be n'ncw('d ('very week at least, to look well, as tlte J'oot."i of til{' 
huir \\"hil,h grow uut, after (...'ach time of staiuillg, areteither hrowlI 
or grey, H{,l:onling to the age of the \\l'an'f, and <:outrast but badly 
with the' jet hla<"l,; of the othcr pal't~, 

Whell all is fillish('u, 1Iml the "i~itol' l('av('~ thc inner bath, h(' 
is furnished with two cloths ollIy, 011(' for the waist, and the odiCI' 
to throw loosely over the hc..'lld aTld !-.houldel'~: h(' the'lt goes into 
th(' outer 10(11\1 iato a colder air, thus thinly clad, alld ,,,'ithcut 
slippers or l'attcns; no bed is prepared for him, Wlr i!-. )1(' agaill 
attended to hy anyone. uniC'ss he c..lclIl<llHis H narg('d to ~lI1okc ; 
out. most generally, he dl't'ssc!o; hilll~c1f in ha.'1te, ami de·l'art~ . 

The Tul'ki .... h bnth is fiu' Inort' ('''pahle of aHimlillg' high SCI1-

1'Inal pl('a~urc. ,uHl i .... ('oll .... equl .. .IItly visited as much for the JUt>TC 

delight io tlH' fe'eiings whi('h it produces, alJd to lounge away an 
agr(,eahle hour. CIS fur the Pt'l'fOl'lllalH'p of a rrligious duty; wlule 
till' Jl{'rsian hath ~wems altog{,ther resorted to for th(' purpose of 
tlw toilet te, as Oil£' wotlld submit to a hajr.ures~er, to have the hail' 
(..'u~ ('urlpu, powdered, and ~t't iu offler, for a party, 

The hazar."i han' been a\l'{·auy dcs(:rihcll, liS far at I('a~t as t)H'Y 
('an he in their pre!'lcnt imperfect siat£'. Such of t.he few as an'" 
finished, are loft)', wide, ami \\-'ell lightl'u and aired, built 01 bd(·k, 
with vaulteu domes, rising ill SU('('cssion from the roof: and h:wing 
ranges I of shops, ahout twelve feet wide ill front, divi(h~d by a. 
central perpendicular bar, and closed by double! shutters. The 
benchf's before tht'.:'.e are huilt of !:-tone, al'(~ eOllvellielltly low for 
the seating of passengers, and the shops within are sufficiently 
spacious to contain a great variety of' merchandize, and leave 
ample room for the keepers of them, a ~uest, and an assistant, 
whieh those of the best bazars in Cairo arid Damascus do Hut, 
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Those now in huilclillg prullIise to be as spacious and cOI1Veniellt 
as these already finished; amI when all nre complf'ted, they 'wiH 
add much to the finl' appearance.' of the town. 

Besides the manufa('tory of most of the articles in cow mOil 

rcqut'st for the consumption of the town and it& immediate neigh­
bourhoou, there arc made here muskets aull pistols, of a good 
quality, alld in sutficit'llt l'equ(~.st to be sent to different parts of 
Per!-iia. The Shah Zadc has a foundry for brass CaJlllUH, ullder 
the superintcnualH..'c of' the Hussiau Yuscf Khan, hii:i Topjee Bashi, 
at which he intends casting all the ordnance for the city; and 
some coal'~e gunpowdt,l' i.-; also made by the .<;3me man. I1rintcd 
('oUon d()th~ amj handkerchiefs an' malluf~\('turcd alf:,() in great 
abumlanee, aud ('<ll'pets arc "Tuught wltidl arl' thou~ht to be equal 
to any produced in the ,"\-'hole empire. Th('SCClre chiefly the work of 
femall.s ofdistinction;sinceto~pill.to~cw.awltol.mul.oider. are 
the chief accomplishlllents of' tlll'il' education. Tll('se caqu.'ts arc 
mostly made uy the' nel'dle, with coloured wor~tt'ds, OIl a woven 
substarH'e, in the way that young ladies in .England, of the middling 
ranks, work mats for teR-urns. Tht'st.\ from thl'ir size and quality, 
somdilllC'.'i cost fifty tomans, equal to as Inall), pounds sterling 
each, though there aT(~ others at all prices below thi)';. Other!\ 
again, of an iBf~rior quality, are altogether wuven in colours, and 
soM at a clwapcr rate, thcSl' bcillg the work of men. There are no 
large mannfactorirs of either, however; as both arc wrought in pri~ 
vate dwcl1ings, and brought into the ba:t;ar, when finished, for saJe. 

Every species of provision and fruit is excellent, and in gl'eat 
abunuan('e. Coffee-houses, there are absolutely none; but cook-· 
shops, fruit-stalls, and ('onfcc.:tioners' benches arc very numerous, 
and in the.e Dlay be I.aa all tl.e kinds of food in use among the 
people. The fi,rmer of these are peculiarly neat and clean, and 
besides the kabobs, or sausages without skins, there is excellent 
bread, rice pilaus, and sometimes stewed dishes to be had, so that . 
by far the greater number of people stationed in the work-shops 
alld hazar., selld thither for the portion of food they may require 
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for their meals, as it is nut customary, as with us, to cat at the 
house where the food is prepared. 

Among the fruits, after those of tl.e melon kino, grape!o>, 
peaches, and apples arc most abundant: pears and plums arc also 
seen, but more rarely: and all of these, with every specips of 
vegetahlc common to the country, arc good in their kinds, and 
kept and served "fith great d c.ttlliness and care,'" 

In the confectioners' shops are sweet cakes of different sorts, 
small loaves, and sugar refined in tht~ town, almonds and othcr 
comfits arranged in glass jars, ami sweet drinks prepared in lug(~ 

copper and brazen vessels, covered with engraved devices and in­
scriptions. 

l\1utton is the me<tt most used, as goats' flesh is eaten by the 
very poorest of tIle people 01l1y, alit! beef is rarely seen. The 
sheep arc large and fat, and the Lmi<·h<.'rs are clean in the 11J11tmer 
of serving and dressing them, though~ from the very different 
modes Gf prcparing di sh<.'~ here and ill Europe, 110 comp<lrisoll 

can be well made ill the qunlity or flavour of animal food, when 
cooked, 

The dresse8 of the people arC' plain and grav{', particularly 
after the gay varietic~ of Turkish tOWll!. The men all wear a 
high cap of black curly fur, generall y of sheep and lamb's-skin, 
of different qualities. The tightness of their dress about the 
body and arms, aIll! its looseness below, for sitting cross-ll'gged and 
kneeling, do not harmonize together. The long: slender lock;:; of 
hair, hanging behind over their necks, give an air of boyishness 

• The extent of tlle P enian dominions may be divided into tlm'e put" accordi,,!; to the 
aitua tion and climate. T,, ~ lIo1llhrtn part, bord~ring upou the Persian Gulf, ill I>nndy and 
barren. and parched with heat. Thc middle palt, lying: morc northtr l.\' , under a h~mpcrak 

<:\imate, .,bounds in corn and grass, with many wdl-watcred aud ~J'J.cious pla in'!, as well 
itS vineyardll and gardells, fnrnishrd wilh trees bcariug all Barts of frui~, except olives. Their 
gardens are delightful ; their rivers and streams cool and limpid, alld plentifully stored witb 
all lIorts of water-fowl. It ha, also extensive pastures for cattle', and woodlands for bunting, 

Tbe florthernmOlit division is cold and barren, and often eovclcd with doow.-Arrian Ind. 
Hift. e. 40. 



112 DESCRIPTION OF KERMANSIIAIf, 

to some, and the thick hu~hy IJlas~es of a stiffer kind an aspect of 
ferocity to others j while the sa1l1cllt'ss of ('olou1' in their dresse~. 
which are either of a dull grcl'll or hlllC', with th{' ahSC'llce of rich 
shawls, bright ~halloom.;, gilded and silver arJllt->, &c. make the 
inhahil<IIlt. .. of the town look lJIudl illferior to tll(> straugers theft". 

The Koordish Pt'U ):'Hllts haY", ('ollic'al (,<lp~, allo short jackets of 
thick whitt' '\0011<.'11. Thf' Aruh~ arc llIostly from Bagdad, alld 
dress a~ they do tht'rc. Tht' Shoo:,tcr people weal' turlnllls fornwd 
uf a hl'OWlI cotion ~hawJ, (:r()~scd with white, amI amply fold ed 
r01lnd the hC<lu, while 011(' end is ... ufft!n-'d to h:mg low.ely hehind, 
something like thl' white tHrhall of tlH~ Arahs of YenwlI. The 
Persian womCll, of' whom \Vc ~aw l'l'lllarkahly few, \\'('1'(' all dose!y 
vei1{·d hya white doth, tit'd 0\'l'1' the fon'lwud ami hallgjn~ low 
clown on tht' urcCl:-.t, witll a grating work of'llOi1!)\\" thread before 
tIle C}t.'S, alJ(l the g reat Ollt(-'I' (·loth 01' ~<.:al'f, of che(·ked blue cottOll, 

a-; ill Egypt. 
TIl(' p<.>oplt' 011 tile wholf', howevl'r, seemed to be exceedingly 

polit.:· among tlwillselve~, anu courteous towards strangers, inge­
nious in the cXt.·r<:i~l' of their n'sp('('tiH' tl'auc!-., quick of appre­
hension, full of illdll~try, and iutl~nt 011 th{"ir rpslwetive affairs of 
hU!jinc!js. 

SEPT. 17t]I.- 'Ve were ol'cupicd during the fir~t hours of the 
1Ilornillg ill prpparatioll for departure frum KNmanshah by such 
occu~ioll a~ llIi~ht offer. Out' of my horseH, purchased at Bagdad, 
having broken (lut 1111 over his body with .sore.s, so that he cuu]d 
neither he !.uduled, nor mounted bar(', it hecam(' lIc('e~sary to part 
wlth it. ifpossihlc, and look out foranotht·r. "rc ac('ordingly led 
it to til(' MaidaH, or p\n.('e of the horse-markd., without the waUs, 
on the north of the t.own, where, though we found many seeking 
for horses, w(' ('Quid find no one who would purchase or barter for 
this, and were accordingly obliged to buy another. 

The horses we saw here, eX('cpt our own, were all Persian. These 
are larger ana perhaps stronger than the Arab race, but are ex­
treme]y inferior in beauty, and are said to be so in speed, and in 
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capacity of sustaining the privations of food alld water. Tlw 
Per:-:;ians indeed, a..'i far as [ had set'n of tht'm, dill 1I1)i npp('ar to 
take as much pleal:iure in horses as the Arah~ or Turk!';. They are 
less masterly and less graceful riders; and their mountings or trap­
pings, while no more titted for the comfort of the hor:-:;(', by light­
nes," and adapt<'ltioll to its form. than t'ithcr of til est', nrc much 
inferior, in richll(,<';s of ornament <I1Hj general appearmlt·p, to hoth. 

To leave my c.liseaspd horse at this pla('p, sc(,tIlcd an abandon­
ment of what had cost me dearly, and what mi~ht perhaps re­
cover; while, if we took it with U~, all l'xtm attl'lHiant would be 
ab:-:;olutcly necessary, since all the othcr duties of the road, which 
hau now complctt·ly devolved Oil mys('lf, were already more than 
sufliei t'ut. It was therefore determined that we ~houhl seck for 
such a person; and this was no sooner sug~cst('u, thall the Del'yish 
fsmaeJ had one immediately ready to JTJy lWJHI. A F:lfl'H.'('r 01' 
[~pahan, who had ('OlllC with us from KerrulHj to Kerlllallshah, 
had ~upped from our hread mid fruit, and smoked hi:-:; <'Yelling 
nargecl with the Dervish aftrr 1 was asl<'l'p, wa~ rt'c-omm('ll(]cd 
as the most proper per.-;oll I could .ulll to our part~·, as he 
was ready and willing to undertake allY (luty that lllight 1)(' re­
quired of him. "But," said I, " does he ll'ndNstand the duti('s of 
It groom? or do you know any thillP; C/f his chara('t('r t' "Oh," 
replied .Isma(>l, " a Faqueer unuerstands eyery thing; and <Vi for 
his character, I am SJlre that his heart is pure, and his tOll{lue is 
clean." "How then ?" 1 asked: " was there atly previous ac­
quaintance, or the testimony of any fricnd who had known the 
man?" "Not at all," was the r('ply; and after mud) hesitation_ 
not of fear, hut seemingly of unwillingness to cl~ar up allY doubt 
for which ht" thought there was 110 just foulldation-this expla­
na.tion at len~th came: U He is not a l>hilosopher, emphatically 
oue qf us," said Ismael, (meaning the" Mututfuk b'ef P}lilo~ophcea" 
at Bagdfld,) "it is true; but the man has loved the wife of another, 
for whom he has wept by day, and chased away his sorrows by 
smoiing bhang (an intoxicating drug) at night I" It was in vain 

Q 
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that I objected to these two excellent qualiti s, as certain pledges 
of his neglecting the duties I wished him to perform on the way. 
" The man's heart must be upright," said my companion, " because 
it is tender; and free from all guile, because he intoxicates himself 
with opium!" The fact seemed to be that my Dervish wished to 
secure, on any term , some one who would do such things as we 
needed, provided he was not too rigid a Mo lem to betray our 
laxity, or abandon us from being shocked at it. I reasoned, per­
sisted, refused, and pretended an anger which I really did not 
feel. All was in vain, the die was cast, and Zein-EI-Abedeen, the 
bhang-smoking Faqueer, was regularly invested with the care of 
the diseased horse, and admitted as one of our party, beyond the 
possibility of revocation. 

We now heard of four or five hor emen going off to Hamadan 
on the morrow; and as this seemed the best occasion by which we 
could profit, we sought them out, and agreed to accompany them ; 
of which they were as glad as ourselves. In the m an time, as a 
good portion of the day yet remained to u , I determined to em­
ploy it in a visit to the antiquities of Tauk-e-Bostan, which I had 
been hitherto too much occupied in the town even to enquire after. 



· . 
CHAPTER VII. 

VISIT TO THE ANTIQUITIES OF T!\UK-E-BOSTAN. 

W Ii left the town of Kermanshah by the I!O:pahan gate, close 
to which our caravanl3erai was ituated, about an hour b fore noon; 
and turning round to the northward by the city wall, we came 
into the high road leading out to the Tauk. The road led first 
between vineyard and gardens on each side, and then opened on 
th plain, going in a north-east direction. In our way we pas ed 
several villages ,on our right and left, peopled entir ly by Koords; 
from one of these came out two young and gaily dress d Per­
sian girls to invite us into their dwellings,-and they were at 
once so pretty and so willingly polite, that it required no common 
effort to declim. their invitations. 

My Dervish, who was yet young and handsome, being not 
Q2 
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more than five-and-twenty, with regular features, white teeth, 
large black ey{'~, all Indian brown ('omplc:\ion, nnd silky beard, 
:icemed particularly to have smitten both of these ladie~,-and the 
feeliug on hi~ part was perfpctiy reciprocal. His countenance 
hrightem'J. up with fi'csh animation, and hi~ eyes flashed lirt! 
luring the short interview which I permitted, a.'" we checked tht" 
reins of our horses to listen to their discourse. I was cruel 
enough, ho\· ... ever, to interrupt this scene, by setting off' on a full 
gallop, hCLkulling to Ismae1 tu fullow me. When the Dervis}; 
Dvertook me, as I halted for him to come up. there wa.o;;; a mixture 
[)f surprise and auger in his look, as he asked me WJly I had so 
ha~tily torn myself away from the fairest o('casion of passing a 
happy day that had yet offered itst'lf to us since w<' had been 
together '? I enueavourf'd to explain thi~, as we continued to ride 
along, by saying that as we were to depart from hence to-morrow, 
there would be no pOhsihility of my seeing the Caves, if to-day 
were wasted in pleasure j and that, as I should probably be near 
thc,o;;e antiquities but onc~ in my lifc, I should often regret ill 
future my neglect of that occasiOJI to ex.amine them, since they 
were among the works of early ages which deC'ply interested 
both myself and my friends. 

The Dervish drew up the bridle of' my horse, and turned him­
self round towards me on his ~addl{', as if to ru:;sure himself that 
these were really and truly my reasons, and that it was I and not 
another who assigllcd them, When I repeated that I was in 
earnest., h(" eyed H1C with a look which, though in some degree 
tempered by respect, was yet full of pity and disappointment, 
with perllaps a portion of contempt. "And is it possible," he 
exclaimed, "that you \~an be learneu in philosophy, or in any 
way at all a lover of wisdom? You have yet to read Hafiz and 
Saadi, and Meznouvec, and Muntukketeer,-who would all say to 
you, ' What are the works of the past or the hopes of the future, 
compared with the more certain and far more important enjoy-
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ment of the present ?'" It was plain indeed. in nil he said or did. 
that the philosophy of the Dervish and his school was entirply 
comprised in that verse of Moore's : 

" Pleasure, thou only good on earth! 
One little hour r('~i~Il'd to thee, 

Ol! ! by my Lais' lip, 'tis worth 
A ,a~c'9 immortality." 

Our conference ended, howcl/pr, in his yielding to my wishes; 
and we accordingly left the ladies to other visitors, and pursued 
our journey, though for an hour at least in unbroken silence. 

In less than an hour after our lcaving the walls of Kermanshah 
we came to the stream of the Karu 800, still retaining its Turkish 
name: implying the Black 'Vater. Its banks arc low and shelving, 
its bed dark and pebbly, and its stream beautifully transpareut ; 
so that at the least distance from its banks its purity alone g:ves 
it a cast of blackness, which well sustains its name. The breadth 
of the river hcre is not more than fifty horse paces, its depth 
about three or four feet, and the rate of its stream little more than 
two miles an hour. 'Ve found some peasants on its beach collect­
mg the small round pehbles of its bcd, and loading them on their 
beasts to carry them in ~ack-; to the town,· On enquiring the pur~ 
pose to which these ' ... ·ere applied, we learned that they were used 
by the bakers of Kcrmanshah, who laid their thin ",heets of bread 
on beds of the pehbles, heated nearly to redness, and smoothed by 
small rol1ers like those used on the gravel walks of an EuropearJ 
garden. 

The course of the Kara Soo is in this place from north-west 
to south-east, though it afterwards bends to the southward, in the 
plain, at the distanc. of only a mile or two from this ford. Its 
source is said to be also in a north-west direction, about three 
days' journey off, at the foot of the mountains of Koordistan ; and 
it flows from hence southerly through Khuzistan, passing by 
Shooster, and diseharges itself ultimately into the Euphrates, 
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after the union of that river .md the Tigris III the Shat-ul-Arab, 
running with these into tllP Persian Gulf. 

This river is unquestionably the Choaspes of antiquity, cele. 
brated as furnislling always the drink of thePt!r~iali kings. They 
so rigidly confined themselv(>s to the use of this water, that it was 
carried hy them even in thC'ir distant expeditions; and H£>Touotus 
relates that Cyrus, when he JlliU'cht>d againfoit Bahylon, had the 
water of the Choaspes first boiled, and afterwards bOTlle in a vase 
of silver, OB four-whccl{'(l chariots drawn by lllules." Milton l Ias: 

• "Agniust her scm LahYllitus, who, with the Hllml; of hi~ f,lfhl'f, cujoyw II:c empire of 

Assyria, Cyrus cOlHluctcd hi~ army. Th e grl'at kirlg, ill lll.~ warlike l:xpl'dilion" iJl provided 

from home with cattle, and nil olher Ilec('s~ari('.~ for his ta!. I." TI1Cre is ahn C~lrri('!l ",;th Ilim 

water of the river Choa~p"s,t whidl flow~ 1"'aT Susa, for the king liliuks uf nO o\I)('T; 

wherever he gO<'s 1)(' i~ attf'I)l I('(i lIy a numher of fOllr_w]wded ('arr ia!;"es, IlrawJl by nllll('~, in 

which tI,e water of Choa~Ft·<, 1X'ing' fir~t boiled, IX dl'J>usitctl in \'I'ss.,]s of silw'r, " __ Cli'l, 18'3, 

Pliny, in adverting to thi.; tradition, ~ays, lliat th.: wafer served to the 1'1'r"'iall king,,; lor 
their drink, was from tht' tWI> rivt:rh Choas)les and Eulu::us only: adding that, however dis­

tant they might be from these two cj\'er~, tlleil' waters were always carrilld with them, And 

flsking himself the reason of thi~pel'u]iarity, III.' decides that it ill not hccuu~e th l'y were ri vers 

merely, that the Persin!l11tinees likel] tlldr waters so well, for oul of the two still more f.lmou!J 

ril"crs TLsris and EuplLratt:8, as ",,,,II as out of llIauy other fair and agreeable Lunuillg streams, 

Ihey did not drink: 110 that l\lne W\lS some peculiar amI sacr.:,] reason for the preference Iwre 

,Iisplaycd,-Sec Plill. Nal, lJiff . h, :Jl. c. 2. 

t 'nLere 1'"". hy (hoa:<II<.'" ,.LII\)<,r 51"'''10, 

'nIl' drink of 1I011~ hut kiug'.-Pa'(lrfiff Ifflll;""", Ilook it 
{'f"''' Ill" II.h' .... r paN'!!" of Mitton, Jocliu I"" thi' II'LlLal'" :_, I Dill l.frald Miltu," i~ heft· ,u;'lahll, 'n"<1 

!hc ],;ugs of Pcr.ia ,h·,L1. 1.. "" "':lter 1.>Ot Ihat of th,' rhl'T (;hmL' t"-", ;. well kUII"''' , IhlLl 11OUl' [,,,1 kiu!:", ,Irallk 
" f iI, i.. what 11It'1;., ,,, ,'aUUIII he 1'1O ... :d.'-Add 10 th~ lIo!e frdllL Jon;n, Ihe followl,,!,:, frllrolhe po~ll,umo"~ 
... ·o:·k. nl Ill\' ~~'Llc " 'riler: 

• If we exami"", Ihe aMcl'lion IIf MiltoLl, as all hiMnriral problem, wheLher Ih,' kin,L:$of l'cr~ia alone dlllll!; 
of ChOa.~I, w,· .lnul ti"d grta! reatou W uckrmiuc ill the ucsatire. Ikrodotu., .'Strabo, TihuU"" AU","iu~, 

.\Ia:<;tn"" Trrio._, ArI .• t i,Ic.", Pluta.rh, PHn)' the l::ldl'T, 1\11>"11:1.'''', Dio!Ly,j!l~ l'cril'lfete., aUtI }o;UL!llIlbiuM, }",·c 
m~utioul-d Ch .... 'pe' or t ;UhtLU II, tht driuk IIf the kiug~ of I'rr~;lt.or Pllrlhla, IIlLd hflv\, called II ,6o:"'I\JK" "3 .. ,, 
'egialywpba; bUI IIoue bile 8111,llho)' alOLL .. drnllk ii, I ~ay l:hoillljlcs .. r ~;ula:ul, bccaUKC ~"lI>C wa!;t t.hem the 

'''IU(' , QI /wr" Illoke t"em diffel"ell! ri,er • .' 
Jorti" Ihcli atld. frOl1i .+:liall, U 1\ proof that the ulbJecU! of the Pcra;an 111111 mlllht drinll tbl' WRI('I', lite 

d,,«do!~ which I hllvt 'ILuled at leuglh, 
• MelllilllL II modc,' ""uthlLLtl Jortln, • b)' I\gad<oc:lel, of a certain ",altr which lione but P(,l'!!ian king. tnlght 

,Idul..; :tud If any (Jther wdlers wrntion ;1, they lakt It from Aglilhoclt:l!. We find In AtILeu!eua, Agalhudtl 
'ay" thai 'hcl~ Ur iLL l'er8ia a wat<.:r ClIlled Golden; tbat It consilU of M:teuty ,Irtaws; thallloue drink of It 
"l«~1'1 til<' king IIUU hi.tldnl b(»'; and that if :my othupenou doe~,death i. th~ ]lIlJLiIohnlenl. 

, " 
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an aHusiou to this subject, though he uses the licence of a 
poet in making this the drink of kings alone, instead of confin­
ing them to the use of this water solely; and it is a fact worthy 
of remark, that at this moment, while all the iJlhabitants of Ker­
manshah drink of the stream of Aub Dedoong, at which we 
watered our horses on the day of entry, and of the spring called 
Aubi-i-Hassan-Khan, the King's SOll alone has the water for him­
self and his harem brought from the stream of the Kara Soo. We 
druuk of it ourselve::; as we passed; ana from its superiority to all 
the "'aters of which we had tasted since leaving the banks of the 
Tigris, added to the thir!-.t of our Boon ride, and animating COIi\·er­

satiml by th .. Wei}, the draught \HlS delicious enough to be sWt'et 

even to the palsied taste of royalty itself.* 
After quitting the Kdra Soo, we continued our way on the 

same course as before, seeing many villages on each side of us on 
the plain; when, after passing by lSome smaller streams, gardens, 
aIJd shady howers of closely planted trees, we came in little more 
than half lUI hour to the foot of the rock in which the Caves are 
excavated. 

We alighted, fasten ed our hOl"!-ies to the trees before them, and, 
crossing the little brook which flows along. their front, entered the 
largest of these recesseS to look around us. We found here a 

• KIIO~ rO() PurV('C 7, wa~ cl1l.'amped fill til(' banks of the Kuru-Soo Tln' f , whcn hc rr reived ,~ 

letter frum Mahommecl. blTagcd at lx,jng- called upon by an Ar,lbian whose MIme he hall 
probably never !wfore heard, to Tt'nOUll('C thc religion of his fnthcrs, he lore the lettrr and ..:~~t 

it into the Kara-Soo.-.Ma!.:olm', Persiu, v, 1. p. J 58 . 

' )1 "11~.Ir1 not thlll the goldl'll wat~r and the wat!'r of Cho~~I}\'~ wrre thr 8rtme . "may ..... )Iranii'd, II.lId 
it I, nOl at ull imlltoblLble,lhrtt the ~ing tU(lne drunk of that water of ChoallfM", wh!'!h wa5 boiled and barrt!lIed 
up f(lr his usc III hi~ military eJ:p~~ltiun".' 

Jortln l"<,UrlU.J.cA by sa)'ing. that f,tlltou, by his calling It AnJ~' Sot ... an •• oum~ 10 hiU"t hlld In "i~w (he 
goldeu WDlel of Agiu!JocJes, To mp, thl, d()('1 not ~m likely ; I thin\.: Milton would ""t ha"e !JCltlploo to havr 
called it at I)nC"C Goldlll Stream, if he had thought of the pMsage from Athemen5 before '1uO\ed . 

.£lIan tt!lBI£~', tbat Xcnru during hi. mareh came II) a ,1e!M"rt plac-e, aud Willi cXCffdlngly thinly; hi~ 

attelldallt~ wi,h hll bllll!l'''Iil' Wf,e at !IOUI~ rliltance: prodalDation 1'1 .. , lOaM, that whocrer had aoyof the ..... ter 
of ChOlUlII(" .hould pmd~ It for tbe UlIe 1)( the king. OIlC PCI"loOII wa" found whu POA_IW a Iw.n qUlIIltlty, 
but It "'u quite putrid , Xen:e~. howc:ver, drank It. and considered thf persoll who supplied It .. hie friend 
lind bMlcfll(:tor, u he ~u.t oth~rwbt: haft! Ilt!rlshed "'!tit thlr.t.-Btlt:>t'l Htf'Ollo4u., voL i. p. '2!>4.. 
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party of young men from the town, who had come out to pass in 
this agreeable retreat a day of UlH.li~tul'bed pleasure; and for the 
moment I fdt sofry that our prest'l1t'e should have in any way 
broken in upon their retired houfl-. of joy. They w{~r(> employed in 
saying alternat(> :-;tanZHS of !-.ollle mourning hymn or dirge, if one 
might jud~e from the sighs and interjections of those who hung 
their heaus upon their hands as they listened and approved. They 
had before them several ba~kl~b of frebh fruit, and nargeels for 
smok-illg; and invitill~ liS, .. Jrism lllah," in the Bame of God, 
to sit uown and partake of their rustic fea~t, we did so must 
willillgly. 

This, however, agreeable as sodal plea~;ures always arc. was a 
sad interruption to the miuute l'xamination "hich 1 was desirous 
of making of the llUllWI'OUS s('ul ptllreu figuTl's which covered the 
sides of the eave around us. 1 pondered for all ('xcuse, and could 
scarcely hide my impaticlJ(·('. 1 cast my eyes about with aU the 
eagerness of curiosity alld cnquiry, until everyone perceived that 
this was my first visit to tin> 'I'auk, and that I was yet a stranger 
to ail that conccTlll'd it. 

Some of the young lTIf'll who felt themsclvC's to be more learned 
than t.he rest, explaillrd the stories of Rustan, whose colossal 
figure on horsehack was the prominent onC' of the place, and 
dwelt with still more delight on tIl(' loves of Ferhad and Shirine, 
witl, which tht' exi&tence of the Caves was roo intimately connected. 
The history of the lovely Qu(-'t'u, with her Lord Khosrou t and his 
minister S11apoor, whose figures filled the compartment above the 
equestrian Hercules of their days, was also detailed; but I still 
wished to examine what more particularly caught my attention 
among the smaller figures, amI to bring away with me correct 
copies of .such inscriptions as might be there. I was well aware 
of the surprise, the enquir..v, and the suspicion, which my writing 
on the spot in an unknown character would excite; hut as we . 
did not fear the number of our beholders, and we should leave 
the neighbourhood to-morrow, I had determined at all hazards to 
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ht·gill, thougll my Dervish obstinately resisted thi~ from the fp.lr 
of' its betraying him as weB as my~j('lf. 

It was in this mument of indecisioll that there arri veu a party 
of twelve horsemen, of ",hmn the chief was evidently a person of 
diRtinction, and alighted at the Cavc. Thl' salutations of "Salam 
Alaikom" ami ., Kosh Amadeed," wpre passed bctwecli us as we 
rose at their entry; carpets amI ('ushions were :spread, a divf.lll 
formed, amI presently tlte whole of the Cave was occupied by thil' 
leader and Ilis suite. The young men whom we had found therl' 
on our first arrival instantly withdrew, amI were not recalled; hut 
as we attempted to follow their example aftcr our first salutations 
had been cXl.!hanged, the Chief beckoned liS to stay; and my full 
beard, and the title of Hadjee, with my Arab dress, obtained fo,f 
me a seat beside him, whilt' nll the rest stood. 

My journey was then cllquirtd about j and there being amollg 
the servants a man who had been ill Egypt, he remarked that 
neither my features nor my complexion were Egyptian, though, 
from the Arabic not being his native tongue, he did not apparently 
detect my beillg a foreigner in· this. I told him that there wa~ it 
mixture of Georgian bloou in our family, as I hall often been ulkl'1l 
for one of that country. chiefly from my cOI\lplexion, hair, and eye~, 
being all less dark than is usuaBy seen among either Arabs, Pel'!-3iall!-', 
or Tur.ks; alHl this explanatioll was deemed (plite satisfactory. 

The leader of the party spoke chiefly Turkish, and but just 
sufficient of Arabic for us to converse together face to face. ]I is 
appearance struck me aa very singular. His stature was short 
and compressed; his J1Cad small and round; his features flat; hioS 
eyes long, small, and of a greyish blue; his hair a brownish yellow; 
and his thin and scal'lt)' beard confined to a few long hairs on the 
point (lr his (:hin~ such as I remember to have seen in a Chinese 
M ussulman at Mocha. 

My surprbe was heightened by finding that this man under­
stood the Roman character; for, in looking rO\:.nd the Cave, on the 
walls of which were numerous inscriptions of visitors, in Hebrew, 

R 
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Arabic, Persiuu, and English, he pointed to some of the latter, and 
said, ,. These arc the names of Franks who have been here." I 
asked him if he could read them. He replied" Yes;" aud going 
to Olle list, in which were the name~ of Captain (JIOW General Sir 
John) IVlalcohn, Lieutenant (nuw Colonel) Me. Donald (Kinnier), 
and Dr. Jukes, (of the Bombay arlllY, since dead,) ''''ith several 
others which J did nut af'tnwarus rCllIt'mber, he cQunt(·d letter by 
letter, and pretended to reao them off with accuracy. Hjs fol­
lowers seeing thi~ expressed a very anxious desire to know 
what these l,' rank inscriptions couhl contain. "Not lH1t' of' these 
infidels who have eVE'r passed this way;' said they, " have omitted 
to visit tht~ Tauk-e-Bostan, and it mU!:it either be in vc]WratioH of 
their anccstoJ'~, by whom SOlll<.' thiuk this caul/try was 01lC(> po~­
sessed, or in perfol"mall(,(, of' ~orn(' religious dULY, tlwt they come 
here to inscriu(, on the hard rock such long s(,lltenccs ' as thel:ie. 
Do;' continued they, ('lltreating their Chief with ullu l:iual ea­
gerness, .. <.> xplain to us the writings which these Giaours leave 
behind them." 

The names themselves, to the number of ten or twelve, were all 
('ut in Roman capitab with great care: those of Mr. Manesty, 
an English Envoy ant,l his sllite, on the right of the figure of 
Rustan, on looking towanb it ; ami those of U<"IH'l'al Makohn and 
his attendants OIl tht· left. The latter were insCI'ihed within a 
sort of outljJl(' taul(~t, draWl! roulHJ it; and as sufficient space was 
Jeft withill this lill e for that purpose, bornt' subs<.'qu(,lIt French 
visitor hau (!u t, ill long s1rnder charactrrs above this array of 
English namps, the words V J \' E N APOL~ON !-As a sp~cimen of the 
accuracy with which the Chief understood till' character, he read 
this first line, hy ~a.yillg it IDt'unt "Uh.m 1111.1.11, el Rahhman el 
Rakheem," or, " In the naIne of (iod, the great and the merciful," 
., What!" exclaimed hi~ companions, "uo the Infidels (''Ommence 
their writing& with the prayer which our Holy Prophet has cho-· 
sen for the head of every chapter of the Koran, and for the com­
mencement of every operation of a true believer ?" "No;" re-
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plied the Chief, somewhat embarrassed by this remark, "It is not 
precisely the eloquent 'Bism Illah' of the Prophet. but it is It 

prayer to exactly the same effect, with which the Frallk:-; of tIl(> 
West commence all tlH''Y do, and which the great mass of the 
Giaours write' In Dei nomine,' hut the ]~ngli~h t~Xpf('ss by the 
words' Shipped by the grace of God !'" 

The Latin and tlJC English fonnuhe were each cxpn'ssed im­
perfectly, but with sufficit:'nt distinctlles~ for me to T('cognise them 
both; though how thi~ man could have learned these two, applied 
generally to sudl opposite purpo:-.cl-., was still to me unintclligiule. 
My Dervish, who knew the man well, explai1lcd it perfectly how­
ever, by telling me that he was <I Russian, who had been in the 
service of the Turks, and haviug embraced blambm. had rben 
by progressive gradations t.o he the Mutcsellim, OJ' Goverltor of 
Bussorah, which station he had fillcd for several ,}cars, RustaJ) 
Aga, for that was now his name, bpcoming obnoxious to the Pasha 
of Bagdad. as all the servants of the great 1lI the East are surf' to 
do when they are supposed to become too wealthy, he was re­
called to the capital, stripped of hi~ rirhps, and at last banished 
flOm thPllC(" on whicll o('ca~ion he hall recently cOllie h('rp to Kcr­
manshah as a retreat. Tn his capacity of ~Iutl'~ellim at thi~ .\ea­
port, frequented by Ellglish ship:-., lw might have It:arned to dis­
tinguish the Roman character from othcr~, perlInp,'" by the OI'("U­

siona} sight of their package-marks, 01' papcl'l'i; and from the last 
alone, he must have rememhL'red the pious formula of "ShlpP(-'I) 
by the grace of God," with which all our English bills of lading 
are still commenced. 

When we llad talked of the Caves, and the vbitors had de­
cided that the large ")ne was for Khosrou, th<.> bench at the end 
for him to enjoy the eare~es of Shirine, and the adjoining brnaHcr 
cave for the servants and Cawajee Bashi, or chief of the cotfee-pre­
parers, a repast of fruits was served to us in numerous baskets of 
freshly gathered grapes and peaches from the neighbouring gar­
dens, of which Rustnn Aga and m}self first partook, and afterwards 

R 2 
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my Dervish and the servants in waiting. All hour passeu QV('r 
pipes and cofft'f', with in te rvals of' uull cOllvcr~ation, until the Aga 
growing sief'p)" laid hilll ~c lf along upon the Iwnch of Shirine, 
which is the rai!:!('(l bast' or p('dl~.'ita l on which the horse of Rustan 
stands, and l'xpr<~s!'wd his wish to !:lIN'P' 

I !:itill hopt'd that 1 might be ahlt· to write, thinkillg the rest 
of the party would retire'; thril' prcst'nc(', however, still inter­
rupted this; ami from n whi spering conversation between them 
in PefSJilll, 1 fl'<.If('U that eV('n they su:-.pt'ctt'u mt" to be not what I 
had pl'l'tcnd(·d. My Dt·rvi.sh, who h('ul'u and underf-tood the 
whole, soon undceciveu me, by saying, that whell the Aga laid 
himself down upon the cool ('ouch of Shil'inc, he had givt'll order~ 
to his principal servant to await our going aW<lY, UIJU thc11 to dis­
patch a horsl'man to the villa~p Ileal' for tIl{' t.wo )'(HIIl~ Pen.ian 
girls who had invited us to tUrll a~iu l' from our way, Tlw} had 
accosteu him it ~l'ems also, amI he had promisrd them to 5.l'(" their 
abode on his rpturn ; but, whether the ::;tory hlt'1Il1("d with the 
place of his pr(.'sent rl'pose had inflamed his imagination or not, 
his impati t'llce induced him to sClld fur tllt'm here ~ and tlw con­
sultation now was whether they ~hould uwait our departure or 
send for them at oncc. 

" Not to enjoy thl' o('('a~ion whic'h had ueC'll pl'escllh'd to our­
selves, and to hc all ohstade to tl ,is l'T1joY1l1cnt in others, would," 
said hmael, " be so like the dog ill the manger," a fable with whic·h 
he was well u('quaintl'd, " that , .. 'e ~hould ut'serve to be cut off for 
ever from its r(,('UlTt'lI('e if we stayed Ilf're a momcnt longer." As 
the accomplixhmf'llt of the end for which alone I ('ame thus far 
was indeeu lIOW almost hopeless, 1 hardly wi.shed to prolong my 
stay. so that w(' mounted and Sl't out on our rC'turn. 

The horst'man was imm l" diatc1y dispatched and ~oon overtook 
us, eonfc~sing with all frankupss, on our asking him, the nature of 
his errand, ,\\i e rode tog{·ther to the village, heard the message 
delivered; and saw the girls themse1ves set out to fulfil it; so that 
no doubt could any longer remain of their engagement, "This," 
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said the Dervish, "is true philosophy. nehold this Ru~tan, 

born an infidel, embracing aft('rwards the true faith, lIt'coming 
rich, abandoned by fortulI(', hanii-llu'u, and shown the wholt' round 
of pOV<'fty and \v~alth, of favour and dit-grac(;" yet rd: .. 'Lilling wis­
dom enough ami(bt all thes(' reverses to :-.olace his bani~hmcnt 
with plt'a1o.un', allfi not to sufier a moment of purt' (·njoyment to 
pass by him fur the sake of the works of t h(' past, or tht' hopes of 
the futuJ't" of which )on so idly talked_" I strov(' to cOJlvincl' 
him that it was hpcause the man h:lCl no philo!:!ophy, amI was I'{'ally 
unhappy in hii'l bani .... hmf'lIt. that he sout!:ht for pleasure in such 
~ourc('s as thc~c; but all that 1 (.'ould say \vas ill vain. I smael 
contended th.lf 'wc had ad<·d fooli::-.ll1y, uncl thought not only that 
my liJsappointlllellt at tht' Cav('!-. wa!:! a fit puuishm(·nt for my foB;" 
but that I should dt'M'Tvc nil the (>vils whi('h might in any flther 
way result from it. 

]t wa.s nearly ~lIll-&et hf'fore we T('turneu to the khan, and we 
had "till mallY litth' dutic!-. to pf'rform preparatory to our set.ting 
out in til(' morning. ] had determitlt'tl, if pos ... ilJlC', to turn aside 
from the road then, aIld ma~(' it ~('(,Olltl vi:-.it to tht' Cav('s in our 
way to llh,itoon; but as that migllt 1I0t ue practicable, I ~at down 
hy my hmp, "dlt'n my companioll!-. wel'l' it1?lcep, to notc down such 
recollections as I still rl'tainl'u of tll(> Cavl's. from my imperfect 
aud restrail1c.u ('xaminatiotl of them. 

They are called by the natives Tauk-c-Bostan, uf the Arch of 
the Garden, and not Talht H ustam, or the Throne of Rustam. as 
has been said. They are situatt'd at the di!-.tancc of somewhat 
more than a league from Kermansltah, in a due bearing of north­
east by compa"8. They are hewH out at the foot of the mount..:1.in 
of the same name, connected with which are the separate masscs 
of Parou to the north, and Bh;itoon to the (-'m,t. The rock here 
rises in nC'ar'y a perpendicular clift' from the plain. and the Cave!) 
face the south-west., looking inmwdiat('iy towards the town. 

On approaching them. they arc Hcarcely "een, as they are co­
vered by clusters of trees thickly planted, some of them extend-
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ing close to the fronts of the Caves themselves. On arriving at 
these, the appearance presented is that of a high and bare moun­
tain, risin~ in Hearly a perpendicular linc, with a small brook of 
beautifully df'ur water flowing beneath its f('et. The source of 
this is close hy, as it issues out from beneath the foek; and over 
the spot arc two brick archt's of the Roman form, still pt'rfect. 
These are not tht! TC'mains of a bridg'{\ as M. Rousseau supposes,· 
as they are built ill the side of the rock, and lead to no passage. 
The purpose of them seems to have been to mark the source of 
the stream amI keep its outlet dear; a similar arch of stone 
being erected in the same way over the source of the Ain-el Fec­
jey, near Damascus, close by au ancient temple there. 

These arches are the nrst ohjeets seen OIl the right or south­
CIl..')t in looking toward!'; the Caves, and close to them arc three 
sculptured figoures on the outer surface of th(' rock. The tablet, 
or pannel, ill whidl these are included, is just sufficiently large t.o 
contain them, and the figures are about the size of life. The 
sculpture is in bas-relief, tolerably executed, and still very perfect. 
One of thes(', till'> fi~ure on the lcft, has a star beneath his feet, and 
a sort of halo, like the rays of a hlaziH~ sun. a.round his head: 
another, the central ow;, has <l globe over a helmet, like the heads 
of the Sassanian medals; alld tIl(' third, on the right, J1carcst the 
:o;ourcp of the strcam, stamls on it til!ure lying horizolltally on the 
grounu.:!· T1Je first of these is perhaps the one taken for Ariman, 
or ZoroastCl", but whether the others were armed or not I do not 
perfectly rcmember. The frill(·u drapery of their trowsers form­
ing a line from the ankle to the hip, produces a very novel effect, 
as well as till' ~ort of tsandals with whith their feet are bound.:!: 

Close to this, ~ti!l on the left or north-west, is the first 01 

smallest Cave. This is little more than fifteen feet square, ani 

• MineR de I'Orit nt, tom. iIi. p. 9+. 
t Th is IS tllDught to be a pro .• trate Roman ~oldier, as emblematic of the fallen IItate 01 

that elUjlire at tile periud of its execution. 
1 Sct" thl:' plate ill Sir John Malcol!"'~ Hi~tor)' of P erllia. which is v~ry correct. 



OF TAUK-E-BOSTAN. 127 

a.bout the ~ame height in the centre of the i.IT(!h, which is of' the 
pure Roman form, and the sides and floor are all perfectly level. 
There are, I thiuk. no dcvices on the outer front of this, and tht:' 
side walls of the interior are perf(,('tly plain. TIll' ('nel wall is di­
vided into two compart.lllt'nts by a sort of mouldillg running along 
the wlwlc brcadth of the Cave and Hearly miuway up tlw wall, so 
as to divlde it almost eqnally by i1 horizollt.al lint'. In the lower 
one I do not n'lI1cmbl'r allY cicvil'('s, and in the upper arc, 1 think, 
two figures, of which 1 have also all impcrfect reeolle<.'tion. They 
are fully as large as the lif", arc both stalldill~, ami cxeeuteu in 
alto-relievo. Oil ('aeh side of them i~ an in::icriptioll of four or 
five lillf's each, in the character uf the S:l-.;salliull medals, which 
M. de Saey has so successfully decyphered and explailled.· 

On the left of this is tlw prin('ipai or lar~('r Ca\'t', c.iivided from 
the small OBe by i1. thick wall of roek ouly: and all these ohjects are 
included within a space of fifty yards in If~ngth. In front of' them, 
the strt'flm, which springs f!'Om· hCJ)eath the brick arches on the 
south-east, flows along to thf' l~orth-west, tou('hin~ the foot of the 
rock where the three sculpturl·d figurl'~ C'tl't' S('en un its sUl'face, and 
bein~~ nnly half a dozen paces from the mouth of the iarg('r Cavt'. 
This stream, howev~r, is not the Kara Soo,.as has be('n said,t but 
.\ mere brook, called, from the place of it'i source, Auh-i-Tauk-e­
Bostan, and going from the Caves south-wcsi into that river. Its 
waters wt're painfully eold at nooIl-day, and as sweet and clear as 
the stream which it augment!'>. 

The great Cave is perhaps about twenty-five feet square, ami 
rather more than the same height. Its roof is arched, of the pure 
Roman form, and, like the other, its floor and sides are perfectly 

• Sec the' Am;ql1itcl de la Perltl.",' by Sih'e~tre de S<lcy; from which it app('arll that the 
Tauk:-e_Bo~tlln Wll!! ')xcilvated by Baharam, the foundt'r of Kcrnl,lIJshah, as tll« inscription in 
Pehlivi. trall~latcd b:, De Saey, has the \Janie of Vd.raran, or Varahan, which aplJroaehes the 
Roman name of Bah.lflulI, who is Varanes the Fourth, of Latin history._Scc alia M8lcollll'~ 

Persia, vol, i. p. 113. 
t Roulleau'. Journey from Bagdad to Kern::an8~liLb. 
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level. The OUb'T front of tllis excavation pre~ents first a fine 
broad pila .... tf'r on each side, with a uevie(' fOI'DlC'cl by a chain of 
stems and ttOW('f!. winding round it central stalk, not unlike some 
of the rich pila~t{'rs on the door .. of ])almyra, alld ~ beautiful1j 
{.>x<.'("ut<.·d as 1.11(,) aJ'e tastl'fully del-ligm>d. The dICh itself' hieS 

sculptured mOlildillgl. rUBlIing OliN it to finit-.h its front, which 
arc also chastely done. Abuve this, and exactly over the centr(' 
of the an'h, is it t're~('c nt, TC':-.tillg on what appears to be extended 
wings, w}lidl might perhaps be thought. to have some affinity witl. 
the winged glohe> of th(> EgyptiauK This d(>vice of a sf;!rpent, or 
a lizard (for it hilS h ('(' 11 cal1t"u both) with expanded wings, as seen 
hoth here and at tIlt' ('nve~ of Nakshi Rustam, has been taken b) 
the learllru ])1'. II ) tIl>, (author of a TTeati ~t· 011 the Religion of 
the Ancicut Pcr .... i;III .... ) JOT Cl "I) mbol of the Aoul, and by others, for 
an Eg) ptiall ~carah(·u!; : while Tht'vellot {,(tll~ it a winged idol, ano 
Pietro delJa Valle. tilt' Devil r. 

On path. bide at this s)1nb01, in the angular ~pace left bctweeu 
tlw iucll and a ~quare of'tll(' rock formed over it, are two beautiful 
female figU),C'A, such a~ in Europe we ~hould ('all angels. These 
arE' larger than the 1ife. and ~l'ulpturcd in ha. ..... f(·lief. They arc 
rohed in fin e flowillg drape!'), have hroadiy e}"pandt,d wing~ of the 
engle form, holdly drawn and C'Xl't'ut('u; and tht,y lean in free and 
grarf'ful attitudt·:, to\\"anb the ('(>ntral ~)'mhul, being buoyant in 
ail'; and whilt-, with the nea)'t'~t hand, they seem to present to 
thi fo. a ('in'utar 'Heath of flowers, ill the other tht,y hold a vaM! 
of the flat Roman form, filled above the brim with fruits. The 
fa(,t;>~ of thl'S(, ft-male tigurc~ an: round, smiling, and full of com­
plaeen{'), ,mel W)od natul'(\; thl'ir forms art' at once elegant and 
fTN', their hair fo.hort hnd ('urly. the disposition of the fingers in 
holding the wreath and thf' \'a&e extremely natural, the wings 
noble, and the drapery nmpl(' and flowing, so that they give to the 
wholt> front of the ('xcavation the most imposing appearance . 

• MemoLre'l de ]'Academl{~ dea In~criptLon. et Belles Lettrei. 
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On the inside of the great cave, the largest and lno~t promi­
nent figures are on the end wall, immediately facing the spectator 
on entering. This waH is divided into two equal con1partrnent.s 
by a broad sculptured frieze or cornice, jutting out from the le\'c! 
of the ground on which the designs arc executed, ill about tilt:' 
sante proportion as the figure~; so that its highest part is on a level 
with the most projecting of the group, these last being all exe­
cuted in very bold alto-relievo. 

The lower compartment is entirely occupied hy tht· colossal 
equestrian figure of Rustam, the Herculcs of the Persians, famed 
.for his feats of strength. His horse, though in some parts dum~'y. 
has nothillg ill its form that grossly offends the sight, on seeing it 
at a proper distanc€'. ItR neck, breast, amI shoulders, are covered 
with an ample cloth, richly wrought, with tassels; but its haullcher; 
are perfectly bare, The figure of the rider is on a scale of nin£ 
or ten feet high, and intended perhaps to represent the size of 
life in the hero himself, as the natural size seems to have heen 
made the standard of all the other large figul'e~ seen here. This 
rider ~its finnly on his horse. and is in the act of poising his spear ~ 
while from his neck or collar, are seen flying out behind him the 
ruffled plait.,; of a scarf, as if blown out hy, the wind. The face of 
the hero is masked, and his budy is covered with a coat of armour 
f~rJlled of' net-work, finely woven iuto a cloS'. cloth. The farther 
himl-Ieg of the horse is destroyec.l, and a part of its hend is defaced; 
but the rest is well preserved, and its details are quite distinct. 

The upper compartment contains three standing figures, about 
the size of' Jife; the two right-hancl ones of which arc male, and 
the other a female, The traditions of the country say, that the 
central one is Khosrou Parviz, with Shirinc, his bride, on his 
right, and Shapoor, his minister, on his left. I was struck with 
nothing peculiar in these figures, except that the queen holds a 
vase in her left hand, as if pouring water from it, which Beau­
champ had before asserted. and Rousseau had denied to exist.-

Roulseau'. Journey, in ' W Mines de I'Orient,' p. 96, 

• 
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Whether this alluded to the source of the river near, as the first 
of these writers thought, it is not ea~y to determine; hut the con­
jecture was at least a natural one. The inscription above these 
figures, whieh is said to be ill the Sassulliall character, I did not 
observe, although my hasty glance uver all that I :'iaw around me, 
would lIut admit of my sayillg that 110 such iUSCl'iptioJl existed. 

The side-walls StWlllt:U to me to represeut a killu of open 
\'crauuah. with nile Illr~c ct'lltl'ul and several smaller windows. 
through whidl the figures s(;ulpturc« theTl' were supposed to be 
seell at indefiJJitt~ tiistHm'('s: for 1 th()ll~ht 1 ('ould tl'il('C distillctly 
the looping-up of the ('urtaills wit.h corus, to aumit the vicw; and 
obst'l'v(:' ill the opell ha:-;ket-wul'k of'tht, frUlll t' of the vcrandah the 
ncce~sal'y )lim. and ('orus for its s1Ipport. 

l lpoll tilt' ))ide-wal1, on tht' ri~ht halld on t"tltcrilJ~, is the 
representation of Ii ('hast', as if :-.eeJl through till' large central 
winuow. The prin<:ipai figul't' of this pit'lure is on horseback, but 
lIot ill the aet of pursuit, though a gnH'C'ful 1I1Otioll is given to the 
auima\ itself. A page holds OVl~r him a large umbrella, ill the 
Indian 8tyl(', to shelter him from the SUll: but the costume either 
of the loru or his attenuants I 0.0 not rcmt.'mher. Below i!:i a herd 
of deer. or antelopes, ill full Hi~ht; some of which are ''''('1I, and 
othel'~i hadly clOIlt'. In the smaller t'ompartments an' uther pic­
tures. cal'll di:-;ti lldly seen through u small sidc-willlluw of the 
verandah; some representing camels, led by halters.. and ~oing in 
trains up a hilly road; others, I think, elt'phants. UlHl it profusion 
of figures, of whieh it Wu.s impossible for lite to retain a distinct 
recollection. The sculpture of the whole is in bas:-;o-I'elievo, much 
about the :-;(tlile height from the level of the ~urface as the best 
Egyptian sculptures ill the caVl~S and tt:'mples of' that country. 
The drawing of some of' the figures ill motion is better, and others 
worse than these; but the attitudes and the finish of the details 
of such as are at rest, are each inferior to the best works on the 
hanks of the Nile. 

The side-wall opposite to this, or Oil the left when entering, is 
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ornamented with a similar reprf'scntntion of a v£'randah, and l:tr~(' 
and small windows, through which the pictures thPTP are sC'en. 
These spac{~s are (~rowded with a much grentt-'r llumht.,1' and 
variety of figures than on tllC opposite side, The same want of 
perspective, and confusion of grouping, is observed in hoth; but 
the fi~ures are in gClwral better drawn, and the whole u{'tail of 
the sculpture is of infillitely more laboured and perfect workman­
ship than the other. The high finish of these is equal to any 
thing that I rem.emher ill Egypt, either at Tentyra, Edfou. As­
souan, or even th(· tC'Tllples in Nubia; and the difference, in this 
respect, between thi~ and the other side of the cave, impres.,ed 
me at once witll an idt'a that they had been executed L~· differ­
ent hands, and at very distant periods of time. 

The general suhject 011 this Nide seemed to be a huntlllg of 
wild boars in lakes amI lIIarshes. Water was sometime!'> fandfuUy 
represented ill wavy lint'S, lik(' a. whirlpool; and though fislH~S were 
represented in this, yet a tree was also seen tllrough it, and land 
animals and birds Iwar it. The chief pf'r~onage of all this multi­
tude stood ere('t in a boat, and was !'>ollletim('~ seen drawing his 
bow, and at others with it relaxed. The dress of this chief was 
of the richest kind; and amoll~ the devjces on the roh{'s were 
large dragons, as if of Tartar OJ' Chinese origin. By him sat a 
lllusieiun, who played on a harp of many stl'ilig~> holding the per­
pendicular part to·wards his body, aud resting the hori:tOlltal part 
on the knee. The boats were of the I'uder-;t form, and the oars Wt-i'e 

long poles, with flat square pieces of' wood fa~tuned to their ex­
tremes, in the Indian fa.."ihioJ1. Two of these oars only were used, 
one ahead and ont' astern j being: plied a13 paddles over etU'h quarter, 
to act rather ll..<;: rudders than as oars, 

In one of the ~ats was a company of femaJe harpers, play­
ing on instruments of the same form as those described. These 
were very richly dressed in embroidered roues, and their attitudes 
were a combination of kneeling and sitting, as in use amoJlg Mo­
hammedans in some parts of their prayers, and by most of the 

s Q 



132 VISIT TO THE ANTIQUITIES 

Eastern people when they sit before their superiors. They were 
well drawn, their attitudes admirably natural, and their drapery 
gracefulIy and finely wrought. They resembled strikingly some 
figures of female harper~ which I remember to have seen on a 
ruin near the precipice on the hanks of the Nile: and in front of 
the grent Temple of KOHm-Ombos (the city of the Crocodile), and 
were among the most intcrestjug figures of the whole piece. 

There were here also a profusion of' wild boar:'ir in aU possible 
attitudes: ~omc flying from tht>ir pursuers, others wounded and 
at a stand, and others fallin~ in the tortures of death. A number 
of elephants were also seen; some mounted by riders to pursue 
the game. and others employcu. to carry off' the prey. Among 
the last were I'lain boars, lasheu. on elephant. .. - hacks by strong 
ropes : near this were men apparently preparing the dead animals 
for dissection, and a multitude of other figures, of which I have 
only dw recollection of an imperfect dream. The execution of 
the whole was surprisingly laboured ; in many instances producing 
the most fini:shctl details. The dresses of the people, with their 
appropriate ornaments, and the fold::; of their drapery, the atti­
tudes of many of the men and animals, the frame-work of the 
verandah, and the pjn ~, the cords, and curtains of its windows, 
were all deserving admiration, and made me regret, more than I 
can describe, the impossibility of Illy detailing them more minutely 
on the spot. 

The purpose for which these Caves were executed can scarcely 
he mistaken :-their cool and delightful situation, and all the 
accompaniments of' water, trees, and an extensive and beautiful 
prospect,-their name, as the U Arch of the Garden," which is still 
retained,-and the purl/use for which they continue to be visited to 
tlle present houf,-a11 induce a belief that they were hewn out.as 
summer-houses of pleasure for some royal or distinguished per .. 
sonage of antiquity, whose abode was ill this neighbourhood. The 
sculptures appear to have nothing in them of an historical kind, 
lIor du they seem designed to commemorate any great political or 
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warlike event, hut are merely the Ornall1eRts of general pictuf{~s 

appropriate to such a place, Thl' tradition of tl~eil' Ix-ing the 
work of Ferhad, the Gt'orgian Prince, who \-\'US (-namoul'hl of 
Shirine, and whom Khosrou cmployt.'d in labouI')' of' thi), kiwi to 

divert his attention fi'om his mistress, is believed by all hcl'('. allli 
would require the positiv(:' tc&til1lony of history ur j]J)o,('I'iptiolls to 
overthrow. 

The opinion that tll{')w s('ulptureb at the Tauk-c-Bol'>lan Wt')'(' 

the works of St'minnnis, 01' of the Grt'ck SUCCClSsor of Alt'xamh r. 
has been sufficiently l'lllnhatcd by M. Silvestre d(! Sucy in hi)o, 
" Memoires sur les Anti(luih~s de la Perse ;" am] the corrcspoll­
dence of tht' l'ostu111e with that ~e('11 in the drawillgs of the ~(, l l ]p_ 

tures at Shapoor and Nakl'>lii Hustam, as well ill'> the l'ehlni in­
scription tramdated by tbe }C'arnt'd Frenchmuu, leave 110 longer 
any douht of their being th(' work of the Sa~SUJliall age. 

The ncighhoul'illg tOWll of KCl'lIlan~hah is said to have hC('1\ 
founded hy Bahram, tlw ,..,011 of Sapor Duladaf, who, having con­
quered Kerman, a),),ulIled the title of Kcrlll:.tll !-.hnh, or king of that 
country, which he iwstowcu on his new city, (,ho:"roes' 

Nashirvall, acc'ordin/!: to the N{Jzhat Alcolaub, here erected n 
magnit1(.'Cnt hall of autiit'Tlce, where on o~1e oc{'a~i()n hc l'l'ccived 
at the same time the homag(~s of th(: Emperor of Rome, thl' Em­
peror of China, and the Khan of the Tartar". 'No ruin of any 
ancient building of consequence is now however to be seen, ('011-

tinues the author from whom this is t'xtradetl: and it is not im­
probable but the historian may allude to the Hall of Kcngawar. 
As, however, the figure of ]lahram, or Vara1Ham, himself is sculp­
tured in one of' the Caves, whieh we p;athn from the illscription 
accompanying it, there seems no rea5.on why this nile arched 
chamber should not be the hall ill question; delightfully seated 
as it is in the most agreeable spot near Kermanshah, and distin­
guished as it unquestionably was by the favour of the founder, in 
the expense and labour lavished on it. 

There are two other remarkable monuments spoken of in the 
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mountain behind, 0r the northwat:d of these Caves, and thought 
to be th work of the ame arti t. One of th se i called Keresht, 
and is a large passage leading through the rock to such an extent 
that no torches will retain their Ii ,ht sufficjently long to enable the 
vi itor to arrive at its termination. The other i a large build­
ing called Beit-Khan-el..Jemsheed~ 01' the Idol-house of Jemsheed, 
which i now in ruins. The first of these is four or five houts' 
journey from Kermanshah, and the last somewhat more distant. 
Of the ba in and sculpture in the mountain of Harrsin to the 
outh-west, as spoken of by M. Rousseau, we could obtain no pre­

ci e information. 
In Col. Kinnier's Geographical Memoir on the Persian Empire, 

this place eems to be coupled with Bi itoon, from which it is 
perfectly distinct. Mter a description of the figures her at the 
Caves only, the author says: "I have been thu minute on the 
sculpture at Tauk-e-Bostan and Bisiton, because I have never, in 
any publication, seen an accurate description of them." r And after 
a citation of the story of Semiramis and her hundred guard , from 
Diodorus Siculu , he concludes: "The group of figures (here at 
the Tauk-e-Bostan, ince he de cribes no others) cannot indeed be 
con' trued into a repre~entation of the A yrian queen and her 
guards; but it must at the same time be remembered, that other 
sculpture have apparently been obliterated to make room for the 
Arabic inscription."* 

• Geog. Mem. 4to. p. 137. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

FUOM KRRJ\lANS~AH TO IHSll'OON AND KENGAW \It-ATTACK 01,' ROnDERS. 

., ' 

SE'PT. 18th.-We mounted our horse at the ' gate of Kerman-:" 
shah soon after sunrise, intending to go from hence to the Caves 
at Tauk-e-Bo tan, and from thence along the foot of the mountain 
to Bi itoon, by a route di.stinct from the main road; and after 
seeing the antiquities there in our way, to rejoin the horsemen,~ 
whose party we ere to accompany, at the khan of the latter 
place~ We went out of the Ispahan gate, leading our diseas d 
horse after us; but we had scarcely turned off the highway to go 
toward the Cave, before we were overtaken by a party of four or 
five people of distinction on hor cback, going out to pass a day of 
pleasure there, attended by a train of mounted servants, bag~ 
gage, &c. 
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The Dervish Ismael in.sisted OIJ it that the destinies wer(' 
against us, as wC' had had such a succession of. misfortunes and 
disappointments in all our attempts to s(>c the Caves alone, during 
OUf stay at Kermanshah; he' therefore urged my abandoning the in­
tention altogether. '\\' c might still have gone therf', however, on a 
second viflit this morning, lIotwithstanding this unexpected party; 
but our presence would have been an intrusion on these great people, 
which their politeness would perhaps have suffered for a while; 
although taking notes on the spot would have been impossible, and 
that was the only object I wished to accomplish in a secouu visit. 
'\' c accordingly yielded to the supposed destiny of our case, amI 
returned at once into the high road, to overtake the party of 
horsemen whom we had agreed to meet at the khan of Bisitoon, 
from which we were to go on together towards Hamadan. 

Our course lay n(·ur1~' ('ast, across the plaiIl, in whi('h we saw 
viIJaRt's on ('neh side of us, with a numerous peasantry, nud abun­
dancp of' cattlp. ]n about two hours after our leaving the gate of 
Kermanshah, we came to the Choaspes, or Kara Soo, which was 
here flowing at the rate of about two miles an hour to the south­
ward. Across it was a lofty and well-built hridge, of six pointed 
arches, with buttresses,: the foundation of large hewn stones, and 
the upper part of burnt bricks, with a good pavement above the 
whole. ,,, e souudcd the stream below this bridge, as it was not 
more than a hundred feet wide, and found it to be not more 
than three feet deep ill any part. The watcr was beautifully 
transparent, and tlowillg over a. dark pebbly bed; it still deserved 
its modern name of the Black Water, as distingui.shing it from the 
muduy ycl10wness of riverlii in genera1. 

In continuing our 1l.'arch on the same easterly cour~c, the 
crowds of passengers whom we met coming from the eastward 
were much greater than I had ever noticed on the Bagdad road, 
and were almost equal to those seen on the great roads near Lon­
don, though there appeared to be no particular cause for a greater 
concourse nuw than on any ordinary occasion. The number of 
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the villages, the multitudes of flocks and herds, and the sounds 
of People whom we saw every where around us, gave a highly 
favourable iut>a of the activity and improving state of the popu­
lation of the country in this immediate neigh hourhood at least. 

In some caravans which passed us, were camels of a mU('.h 
larger size than any I had ever Sf'en before; anel as different in 
their forms and proportions from the camel of 'Arabia, as a mas­
tiff'is from a greyhound. These camels had large heads and thick 
necks; from the under t'dge of whk·h ut'peudcd a long, shaggy, dark 
brown hair; their legs were short. their joints thick, and their ('ar­
rases and haunches round and fleshy, though they stood at least a 
foot higher from the ground than the comlllon camels of the Ara­
bian Desert. As they were laden with heavy burt hens, J could not 
discover whether they had the two humps which distinguish the 
Bactrian camel; or one only, like the camel of Arabia; the only 
answer given to our enquiry, l~y their drivers, hcin~, that they 
were of tht: Turcoman breed from the north.-

Among a party of well-dressed and well-mounted Persian 
gentlemen, W]1O appeared to be returning from an excursion 

• Thc current opinion el'ltf'ttaiu"d i'l Europe is, that thp animill with ai'll! hump is the 
camel, and the IInimal with two humps the uron" .. !I 'lry Thi~, howen:r, is a,\ errOl. The 
Bactrian ~ame', which is the largelt, strongeM, aud heavicst bp('('ic8, and i~ co"ercd with a 

thick, shaggy, dark brown hair, fitting him to endure tilt: rigours of a lIorrhern climate, lias 
two humps in\'ariably; while the Arabian cilmel, wllich i~ common to Africa, Egypt, Arabia , 
Syria, and Mesopotamia, and which diffcl'f!. from the Bar triau in bc in ~ less fleahy and 11,,,;,,;' 

.Iender in all ita parh, and having only a thin coveriug of ligl,t fawll-co1our ... .J huir, has inva­
riably one hump ollly. The difference between tire camel and the d romedary is just that 
which forms the difference between the cart-horse nnd the race-hone: the former is trained t.u 

carry burthens; th p. latter, trained only to llpeed. There are, therefore, one-humped camels 
and one.llUnlped dromeJarie.J, ~II well 35 two-humped Cllmels and two-humped dromedaries ; 
the only diffcrence in each case being, that the camel is the beast of !Jurthen. Ilnrl the drolllc, 
dary the animal of ~pced. The former name is pronounced illdiiferentiy, t'ithcr Ghemel. or 
Jemel, among the Arabs: the latter, which is II. Greek word, is uuknown among them: the 
camels trllined to ape(-<i, being known by the appellation of Hedjeen only. The rate of the camel 
leldom exceeds Il walk of three miles an hour; whilt) the dfOmc<ia.y or hedjeen WIll ordinarily 
perform teD, and tometimel trot at the rail: of fifteen miles an hour. Each will bear great 

fatigue, tuld .uatain tbemaelvea for a long while withot:t food or \<,ater. 

T 
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of pleasure, rather than to he on a journey. I was surprised 
to see a gaily drcss(,d female unveiled, Tiding it spirited horse, 
on a man'5 saddle, amI talkin~ and laughing loudly with those 
around her. As we approadlcd nearer, ~he askt'd lis with great 
freedom whither we were goin~; and wiiSllc«l, U"l a safe juur­
ney, under tlw protection of God. lsmael replied, " Al UlIah!" 
and, perhaps ('hicfly hy t}w s01lnd of his voice, she immediately 
recognist. ... d him as an old acquaintance. The meeting, the saluta­
tions, the caresse!', though all sJlI?edil y ended, as we were both ,m 
Our way in opposite directions, were singular {'tlough. This 'lady 
had heen tll(' most noted Suzem,uH.'ruh, or courtezan, of Kcrman­
shah, for mallY years, ami had held ~()vereigll sway ('ver sim:e the. 
Shah Zauc himself had re~idl'd here. In her youth, it wa,!:I Naid 
that she was a great favourite of that prince; hut she had now 
grown too old for the taste of royalty in til<.' Ea~t, though Nhe 
would have he(~n ... till young enough for the companion of some 
distinguished personages of the 'Vest, " being fat, fair, and forty:' 
It was said that she had heen with these g('ntlemen at some 
retired seat or garden in the country, and had acted as procuress 
for the party. 

As we advanced easterly, W(' drl'w progr('~sively nearer to the 
range of Bisitoon on our left, which rose abruptly from the plai", 
and terminated in ragged m;u.,ses and points, the most elevated 
sumlllit of which seemed to be about three thousand feet from the 
base. The great hody of the mountain was apparently of lime­
stODt", judging from the greater portion of the- fragments below; 
hut 31110ng these were pic('('s of a stone like porphyry, some of 
speckled red, othl'rs of grcl·nish white, and others of speckled 
black, of all of which I preserved specimens.- The plain here 
became contracted on our right, though tht· southern range of 
Kooh Seeah, jcading south-caster]y from K('rmanshah, had ('onti­
nued to extend in that direction, by which we widened our dis-

• These were given to n fnt!lld in India, ami ... flcr\\'ards !Cllt to the Geolvgical Society of 
London. 
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tance from it; y('t there now intervened between ue;; and that 
range a second inferior mass of hill~, forming a houlldary on 
our right. Many vilJagcs were still seen, though the soil now 
seemed less fertile and less cultivated than ht'forC'. 

In about four hours after our d~parture from thC' city walls, 
and two and a half after our crossing tIlt.' Choa~pe~ W(' turned off 
the road a little on our right, to drink at a spring of water in a 
d!'ll of fine turf gra~s. ]n tht" way to this, we crossed over a large 
heap of ruins. which secnwd to have hecll the :-,ite of an ancicllt 
castle. There had been evidently an inner citadel, whieh wa~ 
about a hundred feet in diameter, and ~cveral portions of the 
square bastion .... of unbaked brick-work. were ~tiH prest:rved :1\ 
taeir original plae-c. The form of' thi~ inner (·itadC'1 appeared 
nearly circular in ih. pre.o,cnt <;tatt', and could he traced all round; 
the centre of it wa~ hollow, or decpN than the wall~ thcmbt'lvcs, 
hut seemed to Imve beeu originally an open space unoccupied by 
buildillg';. Tlwre were cviuClIl al'pearallct':-' of t,\-o e11t't'iuft"~, or 

outel' walb, at l·qllal J.i~tance~, surroundillg the inner citadel; and 
from the fragml'Jlts of brid. allll I',tone ~catterl'tl heyond these, 
there might OllCl' have lwen ~till more. The whoh:> of this stood 
but a few yar(ls on thl' right of thl' high rpad; and immediately 
oppo~itc to it, on th!' teft, was a hul') ing-ground of the peasants., 
ill whil'h were ~eell fraguH.'nt~ of column~, itJ1d large blocks of 
hewn stone. Thcse, the pcasant.~ "hom we met and (plc&tionl'd 
on the 6ubje<.'t. told us, were brought froIn the oppo~itc rujn" 
which they called Dey Seboo, and ~pokt' of as a place of great 
antiquity; but we eould learn no tradition regarding its history, 
or the age of its destruction. 

From hence we continued our 'way about ea~t-north-east, the 
rays of the ~un beiug ~corchingly hot, the sky a deep hlue, with 
scattered strt::ako of white doud~, and the wind a perfect gale from 
the south-werst, though it had been a dead calm from sunrise 
until near noon. In about two hours mOle, graduaJly turning 
round the foot of the mountain of Bisitoon in a north-easterly 

T Q 
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direction, we approached towards the khan of that name, and 
entered a small hut beautiful plain, on the edge of which it stood. 

Just opposite to the khan, nt about a furlong to the north­
west, and on the left of the road, we remarked that a large tablet 
had been l:illloothed away in the face of the mountain 's cliff, which 
've turned off the road to examine. It was too near the high. 
way for me to suppose that there would be any thing ri"ew to 
discover; yet, while we were approaching it, 1 indulged the idea 
of our possibly finding there the colossal figure of Semiramis, 
attended hy her hundred guards, as described by the ancients to 
have heen here sculptured ill the rock. The mountain rose in a 
perfect perpendicular from the plain to the height of about 
two thousand fcet; and. if there were any part of it from whctlcc 
this Eastern Queen ('<mid have a~('endcd to the su mmit upon her 
baggage, which was piled up for the occasion, as mentioned by 
historians, it \\'as likely to have been here. " 

• Thc follolfin~ pallsng.- from Diodorus Si(,l1lu ~ will show th(' nature of the undertakings 
entered into hy lh;6 ma!;lIifi('el1t Quecll :-

.. Whcn &miramill hud tinished 1111 IWI works. Nhc marcheu wi1h u grcat army into Medin. 
and cncamjX,d ncar to ;to mOlliltain called Bagi~tan; there she made (I garden twelve furlong!' 
HI ('ompal'3, 11 "'as in a plain dlumpaignc country, and had n grvnt fountain in ii, wbich 
wat('red the whu\I' ~(tf(If'n" M[)unt Ba;1;;stan is dedil"l1ted to Jupiter, and tuwards une side uf 
tl.e garden hall stel"p r"ck ~ III'Venteell furlong~ from the top to tIlt' bottom, She Cllt out a 
pi('('(' of the \OWl'T I,urt of the rock, aut! ca\l~"d her own image to be carved upon it; and a 
hundred uf hC'r guards, tbnt werc lau('etceTll, stauding round about \)('r. ~he wrote likew ise 

, Ill Syriac 1"Ucrs upon the rock, that ~emiramis ascended from the Illain to the top of the 
mouliUlin, by luyillg tht' packs and fardels of the hcastl that follo ..... ed her, 0111' llpon another. 

"From hence ghe marehed towards Ecbatana, aud arrived at th" Mountain Zilreheum, which 
being many furlon~ ir. extent, and full of ~t~p prt'cipices Ilud craggy rOl."h, there \Val no 
paning but by Ie>ng and tedious windings and turnings. To leave lhert:forc Ucbind her an 
eternal monumeut of he. 11:llJle, and 10 Im,k .. a ahort t:Ul for iwr pa~soge, bhe cau8ed the rock 
to be hewn dOWIl, find dIe val\cyn to be filled up with earth; and so, in a 8hort tim~, Ilt a valt 
expense, Jnill the way open and plain, which to thill day is called Semirall1it'~ W",y" 

" Marching away from hence, she came to Chaone, a city of Mt:dia, whero t he encamped 
upon a rising ground, from when('e ahc look notil"e of an exceeding great and high rock., where 
slu: mnde &notl.cr very great garden, ill tl.e middle of the rock, and built upon it stately houte. 
of pleasure. whence she might both have a delightful prospect into the garden, and view the 
army us they lay encamped [)clow in the plain. Being much delighted with thi. place, she 
.stayed hcre a cous;dlJrable time, giving up hcrself to all kinds of pleasures and delighta; for 
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On our reaching the !'pot, however, the most careful l'xilminn­
tion led to no satisfactory result. The l(~vcl surface in (lucslion 
was evidently wrought smooth by the hand of man, for somc such 
purpose, but abandoned before' that purpose' was completed. A 

space of nut less than a hundred feet iu length, by from twenty to 
thirty feel ill height, had heen cut into the l'ock, jll so rC'gular a 
form, a~ to make it appear, al a little distallct', to be a perfect 
tablet. The excavatioll, OJ' iUl'ision, was about two feet beneath the 
level of the outer surface of the l'o(:k, and the outlines were per­
fectly smooth and strai~ht. III front of this space was a platform 
of corresponding dilllcll~ions, supported hy a temporary wall 'Jf 
loose stones, allli a slopill~ huttress of' rubbish. Ahout the Spl.t 
were large hewn block", a~ if' SOllle building were intclIlled to havt~ 

been constructed here; awl the iradition of the peuple i~ that 
Ferhad wa!'l empluyed to exc('uh~ Oil this spot some grand ~(·ulp .. 
lured work, which was inierrupted hy hi::s dpath. 

We rf'turn£'d with !o,Olll(' di::iappoinhllclit to tile khan, alld took 
up our quarters there for tl~e lIi~ht. This is a large building, 
similar tu those on th£> ruad from Bagdtul io 11 illall, amI. fWlO 

the same ('ity to Kcrmansllah; but thp former have heen the 
work of kings and prince ... in su('ct'~~i"c agt·s, while this was t'rpcted 
by a certain H adjce Ali Khan, <l pri"ate imliviulIal, \\'ho~' pro .. 
perty .lay chiefty in this (luarter, and who l({t this hehilld him for 
general ac('ommodation, as a work of pid.y and publi~' spirit. A 
long inscription in Persian, ('ut on marble hlocks, on each I-oidc the 
door of entrance, commemorates this act of lllllnifk'enct;>; though 
few of those who arrive fati~u('d after a long riut" stop to read it 
as they enter. The view from within the khan i~ parti('ularly 
striking; the stupehdouR cliffs of Bisitoon, towering immediately 
over it, and the excavated space in its south-cast poiut, which we 
had been to examine, are perfectly "i!-;ihle above the '''''aUs of the 

oIhe forbore marryin;, It!t she ,1IOuli.l he tlcpo5ed rrom the govcrnnuml; aud, in tlle mean lim." 

"he made choice of the handsomest commandertl to lit' Iler gallants; bUI flfter they had lain 
with her, Ihe cut o!l' their headtl." Di!),/, Sic. lib. 2. cap. L 
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building, as the height uf the tablet is not less than seventy or 
eighty feet from the has£' of the rocky cliff; awl perhaps tI hun­
dred feet ahove the general level of tll(' plain. 

SEI'T. 1 Oth.-\\' c wel't' rou .... ed to prepare for d t>parture before 
it wa..(,j yet daylip:ht ; uut a~ our l'ompalliom; were great smokerR of 
the narged, which takes lOll~cr to fill , to light, and to dismantle, 
than the pipe, the sun appeared over the ('astern hills as we 
mounteu. 

'Ve had scarcely gUllr a hundred yard ... on our way. before an­
other apparent tablet 011 the surface of the mountain, 0 11 our left, 
attracted my attention; aHU though this was higher, anfl more 
difficult of ac('ClSS, than tll(' forlller, and though tht' wind was now 
hlowing a hurrican e, the air pierci ng (·old. ano our ('ompaniolls 
impati('ut, yet I wa~ ueteTlllillcu to alight and take a elos(~r "jew. 

As we dr('w Bl'III', I could p('l'cl'ivl' it to he Ii IUlIg ins('ription 
of tWt·h,(· linc:-,. ill the P ersian lallg llag't" hut the Arabic eharacter, 
contained within a tahlet, l'Xf'('utt'd with great cart.', The (:harac­
tel'S were of the be!'. t forlll , awl deeply engraved: and uetwct'll 
each linc of tIn' in:-.criptioll was drawn a deep and distinct incision, 
for the purpose of markillg their separation. 

1\1y Dervi:-.h, who n'iul thi:-. with f~H'ility, fOllllll it related to the 
khan at which Wl' had slept. It I'c'coru;'d the name and virtut'~ 
of its fOlillucr, Hadjc(! Ali , the datl' and purpose of its erection, 

as well as the boundarit'!'. of the lands ill the "laill, the rents amI 
prodm'(:-' of \\ hkh wcn' to he ilppropl'iatt'd to its !Support j adding, 
that if therl' l't'llllliIlCd allY surplus frolll th('!Sc rents, after paying 
the e:-.tahlislnnent of th{~ earavllnscrai, it wu.s to be sent to the 
!Sepulchre of Imam Ali, <It K('rucla. 

Thj~ di ~co\'('ry did !lot interest me very deeply: but on mount­

ing a little higher, to lmve a more distinct view of some written 

t'haracter!S, whieh I saw hut imperfectly from below, I found they 
were two long l ines, in large Greek eapital.s. which had formed an 
inscription on'r a group of sculptured figures as large as life, occu­
pying a smooth space in the surface of the rock, Four of these 
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figures could bc still difoitinctly tnlc('d. and f('pl'e~,clltt'd mt'll in 
long robes, exel'uted in has-relief; hut, from agp and th(, dl'l'Oln­
position ~)f the rod., thest' w('re lllu('h dr('aYNl. The wry ('('Htre 
of this sculptured story, whatever it might have hct'n, was dlOSl'n 
for the smoothillg away the tabId, to ('ontaill the IOllg Perl)ian 
inscription described: so that .some of the figures. ami hoth the 
lines of thr ('arlit'!' Greek insrriptioll, had for this pllrpos(~ been 
cut through alld def~('t'd, 

I rt'~o1ved to ropy, howcyer, ~mdl of tlw charactcrs as ] ('ould 
make> out, and <lpplipu to Ismael for Illy illkstaml ; a small saek, 

containin~ this. with all our COffl'C iJpparatus, and some arti­
cles in hourly dC'manJ, h('ing always kept in his (·hargt', in orJ\'r 
that they mip;ht not 1)(' l'Iuhjed to thC' ('xallliJlatioll of {'llI'iolt~ eycs 
while I was otlIcr".· i~c cmployt:"l. My mortification was t'xtrcnw 
on learning from him, tllat the' StH.: k and all its cOIlt<'uts lInd hf'{'U 
lost during our stay ill the khan; uo!' <lid it lesse ll that mOl'tifka­
tion to hear him express his helief that our TH'\\ ('umpauiow) were 
mo~t prubahly th(' stealers o( it. 1 had lwithl'r pell('ii, knifl', nor 
other impl(,lllt'llts, hy ""hid} 1 l'{mhl t'H'1l :-'l'ratdl th(!se \('tters 
down 011 ,1IIY :-.uhstancc; and, as our ('ompallioll:-' wt're already t~lr 
ahead of us in the mar('h. there was 110 hope of fl'('()vcrill~ the 
lust sack from them, for my prl'~l· (Jt purpose at l<'ast. The co­
pying of these Grc(·k line!'; was then'fim' ahumlolJ('d wit}, r('gf('t 
to some more fortunate trav<,11er who might follow in the same 
track, 

We were uel:icemling from the difl' to remount, ",11('11, on turn­
ing round nml eal:iting Illy eyes upwaru to OhSt' fVe tll(, magnificent 
height of this perpend.icular c1iff~ other appearam'es of );('ulpturc'u 
figures caught my ~lttelltion still higher up than the '(mner. 
These alrcacly described oC'cupied a picc:e of the roek which faced 
the south-cl.l.st. Those above were in a small )'{)ek H,dng the 
north-east, atill ill a situation vt'ry difficult to he M'('ll from below. 
I clambered up to these last with great iJlJpatieuc't.', amI at the 

risk of breaking my neck by two severe t:tlls ill tllC way; while the 
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Dervish concluded, as he said, tJlat I was in pursui,t of the Phi­
losol'>hf'r'~ Stone, whpn hr saw that, on recovering from these falls, 
I still }ll'rr-;('vereu ill trying to scale the craggy cliff' again. 

On getting as near to this ohject of my pun,nit as was prac­
ticable, I pel"cC'iveu a smaller tahlet than the lower one, sur­
mounted by the figure of a winged circle or globe, with something 
hanging fr01n it downward: the whole Te~cmhling the embll>ffi by 
which the Holy Gh05.t is sometimes represented under the form of 
a dove, with expanded wings and tail, but no head. This singular 
emblem here overshadowed a lint' of about thirteen human figures, 
half the size of life, well sculptured, and well preserved, and ap­
pcarill~ to l'epre&f'nt the bringing in of bound captives, and their 
pre~el1tatiol1 to a conquering chief: 

UeJow thi:-. :-.culptured story wcr€' several ohlong and perpen­
diculnr tabkt:-., filled with inscriptions, in smaH, tllick, square 
letters, void of CUl've, unu more like Hebrew, Chaldaic, Syriac, or 
Sanscrit, thall lIny of the other ancient Oriental characters. The 
foot of this wa ... perfectly inaecrssihle foJ' lUany yards j and, at the 
distance from W}H"lI('C ] !o.aw it, ] coulu mak e out nothing distinct, 
except tha.t the tahll"l~ w("re planed smoothly down, and their SUI'· 

faces then con'red with lctter~ of SOUl(" kinu or otheT. If this was 
writing. a~ I helievcd it to he, there coulu lIot have heen less than 
two or thn'c hundred lines in all the different compartments; 
hut of tIl is, much wa:-. i1ljured by time', though the figures above 
were :-.t ill Tl·markahly di ~tin('t. 

'''hethel' either, or whidl of thest', related to the visits of Se­
lllirallli :-. to thi i- plat(·, it 'was not l'a~y to decide. The situation 
and the !'tyle uf the de~igns would rather justify the belief of 
these sC'ull'tures heing those before' auvl'rtcd to; while the num­
ber of the figure .... anu their apparent occupation are at variance 
with the account given of the sculptures in question by the 
ancients. 

This mountain of Bisitoon is thought, by most of the learned, 
to correspond with the mountain of Baghistan; in which, accord-
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ing to Diodorul'i Sicu]us, and Isidore of Charax, Semirlllnis, tlw 
Queen of BahyloJJ, caused her figure to bf' !lculpfurco, atte;ulcd 
by it hundl'(~d guards. After c}uitting Bahylonia. wheT<.', aC{'md­
ing to the histurian, I!oh c had f'xeC'ut'-'l1 111allY lIlarH,lIolls works, tu 
enter Media, with an arlllY, :-;he haltt'd at Moullt Ra O'hi f, tall, which . ~ 

was sacred to Jupiter, and m ,H]" thNe a gardf'n oftw('}vt.' stadi~, . 

in a plain watered h.'· a stremn, whol"c sourc{' was lI{'ar. The 
mountain rus(' to til(' Iwig ht of !-oe ,· t.~ntt·l·n stndia. A('c()mpanyiJJ~ 

her figure, alld t1l0St' of her arnH'd ~uUl·d .", was an iUl"('riptioll in 
Syriac, which )'C'<.'u rdl'c.l tllllt hy I'iiillg III' til(" haggilge with whi('h 
l]Cr animal).; W('l'l' l ;lII(,Il, t11i." QII('!'ll l))(HllJh'u on it from tIlt' "lllin 
to the sUlllmit of tl\(' hill. 

There are !-ol" '('I'al of tll l':-'(' ft 'alun's whith arC' in strkt ('01:­

respondell~(' wilh th t' ;1(·tllI11 situatiun of the pla('(". Tlw pl<lin of 
Chum ('hemal, ''>hic!J li(.>:-; to the c<ll"twani of thi ).; mountain, and 
i~ tllU::; spread out at its fix't. L ... uhollt t iJr('c lIliI('s in I)f('mlth, all(i 
i:s therefore cn pnbk of (·tmtaining t.h e gardell of twclv(.· stadia 
spoken oJ'; whill' through it flow fJ'OlU tIJC northward the stf(:!.t1I1S 
of KOlllC'shah and Z enluo, hoth of' con:-.iut:ril hlC' f, ize, goiJl~ IIhi­
m.atel), iut.u the Kal'a Son. Towards this plain the lllOullt.ain ri se:-­

in a pcrpe ndi<.:ular difl' of Ilt'nrly two t.huusalHl feet hi~11, and 
prcse.nts the most illlposing asped; hut ill no other part of the 
rallge is the rise so alirupt, or the perpendicul ill height so ~rcllt. 
Its &in~ularit y ill thi:-. parti('ulal' has ohtained thi i') part Ib present 
appellation, ii'om "Sitooll;' a pillar, like whidl it ris{'s from t.hl: 
plain; while the rest of'the IIwulltain has other names assigned to 
its re:spcl.'tive parts. as Paron, 'J'auk-e-Hostan, &c. 

The lleig-iat of M:Vt:utt'CIl stadia may probably lit ~ all error in 
estimatioll , or ill the trans('ript of tigUl'('~ : it i~ suffieicnt, how­
ever, that the perpcnuicular rise of tIlt' lIIoulltain towards the 
garden is unusually great; and this peculiarity still remains, as 
a cliff of' two thousand feet hangiug over a plain is no ordinary 
feature here or elsewhere. It was pt!rhaps the isolated situation 
of the whole mass, with the grand and terrific appearance of this 

u 
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its f>ast~rn part, W11ich ohtained for tIll"' mountain the distinction 
of being ~:lCl'ecl to .J upiter, ~jn('e. haTe UJlU forbidding as is its 
aspect, then' is Jllll('h of majl'sty :md sublimity in its frown . 

Diodorus Si('ulu!'. in d('serihing illt' rout{' of Alc-..;,mder frcolll 
SUM to EehataJla, speaks of Haghistall as a lllOst ddidol1:-' country. 
and fit for the rC(,l'eatioJl of' the Gods tht'1l1~('hl's. III this f(>spf'l:t 
also, the situation is still cOlIsislt"lIt: for, with ~uc:h 1I101llltain 

boundarie.~, :sO nne 11 plain, . ..,ueli an abulldaJJ('c of ex('cll f' lIt wuter, 
amI so pure an air, there is 110 eharm of Nature that might Bot b!.' 
commanded here. 

D p Suey, ill his" Memoil'{'s SUI' divt'l'st's Antiquitt:s de In l\'Tse," 
has proved snti ..... til(·torily that the <,av{'s amI ~culpturt's at the 
Tauk-c-Bostall art:~ llIore in harmony with tllt, traditiolls of the 
country, whkh I.l.'isign thelH to Kh()~r()lI . Shirillt'. and Shapoor, than 
th<'y arc with the \n)rks of' Semiralllis <Illuded to. It is prohabJe, 
indeed, as he has fouggestp<i, that th(,re are still other sculptures 
ill thi .... mountain, !lot g<>Il<'rally kllOWlI, <tIlJOng which the Baby­
loniall (·.hw(-,II and her hundred guard..; llIi~ht h" found. From 
the I"pmarkahle t'OIT('Sl'ollu£'n('l' of th ... spot, 1 hav(' little doubt 
hut that tliOM' whic11 we had se('1l this lIlomillg. were 1'(·:t11y the 
works alluded to, <lilli' imperfectl y or (,TWII(·(HI."ly dl~~('ribl'd hyall 
histurian whn had only heard of' the .iculptlln"~ and thC'jr gl'llernl 
t'harh.cter nIHi ohj('('t, without sc(~inp; them himself 

From thi:-. place we continued our way lI('arl~ Borth, (()f ahout 
an hour, when we turned to thc t"ast and l'l'o!-.:-ed th(~ river KOlllC­

:-;h.llI, over 11 hrid/!:e of six ardws. This btl't'um ha:-; its source to 
the nortliw',1'fl, within the limits of the plai1l, and goes from henct" 
south and f., outh-('a!'~{'rly, until it falls into the Karu Soo. its 
waters are ueautifu I1y trallsparent, and pun' and sweet to the taste. 

Continuing our ('oul'st" easterly from h(,JH'e, W(' pass~d over a' 
fine soil, waten'd hy a s('coml stream, l'alled Aub-Zl'ruoo, coming 
from the north-east, and falling into the Komeshah, besiues seve­
ral .smaller brooks of fine clear water, perhaps leading from these 
artificially, as they now irrigated grounds sown with rice and 
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maize. On our right, or about a mile to the southward of us, 
and nearly in the centre of tlw plain, was a. large castle, appa­
rently of ll10ueru structure, bearing the name of the plain its('If: 
namely, Chum Chema!. 

It was about noon when we reacheu Saana, a large villagl~ 

scated alllong gardens, on the slope of a hill, <Iud having good 
watl')' hcfore it ill t}le plain. The great public khans, or caravall­
serai, arc now discontiuued, that of Bi ,'ii toOIl ueillg the last to till..! 
castward; so that passengers are ohligl'd to ~ct'k for shelter among 
thc villager~, ur sleep ill the open air. 

We halte{l here about half' an hour. (·hidiy to l('arn the practi­
cability of reaching a more auvuncl,(l station of' halt hefore lIight ; 
OJi a:.;;ccrtaining \\'hkh, \1"(' set uut again 011 our way. 

Our companions jJl~i~ting UpOIl goillg hy allother route more 
southerly than the one \\'C had cJlO~ell, we here separated, and 
continued our course about .east-llorth-('a~t, over gently. rising 
groullll. 'Ve had lIot procec(led far, hO\H'Vt'I", het'ort we met a 
party of twelve persons, among whom Wt'l"l' two WOUle)} and all old 
man; tlw whole of them Oil foot, allll all bitt.t:.·rly b(·wailing their 
fate. Oil cnquirinp; into the cause of their ~orrow, we f()UIllL that, 
about two miles di!'!tant , 011 thp road we wC~'e pursuing, a party of' 
four horsemen alHI tell mel! Oil foot had robbed them all of what­
ever was worth taking away. The old lIlall, who was a green-tur­
banned desceJl(lant of the J'rophct, had lost a fine mare, with <Ill 

her lading; and the WOIII('I1, 1Ioth of whom wel'(' his wives, haJ 
been dismounteu fJ'om mulelS also charged with their personal 
baggage. The others had beell stripped of such money and arms 
as they possessed, :wu all were made suffi<:iC'utiy to repent their 
own want of' uJlion and tirnlJles,~; UlS they were divided among 
themselves on the OCClli:iioJl, and no attempt at re~ist.ance was 
made. They conjured us, \\-'ho were now only three in number, 
the Dervish Ismael, the l"aqueer Zein-el-Ahedeen, and myself, by 
every thing sacred, not to go on, as our fate was certain if we did. 

u 2 
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I (~onsultf'd my ('olllpanion~, however, and hy a ~t>asonahle ap­
pt'-<'ll to their pl'id(', mode them ashameu to ('ouft,SS tllcir fear,,: 
thelJ, goillg thruugh tht' form of swearing the 011(.' nn his musket, 
by making hirn kiss tlw lock and tIlt' lllUl':zl(', and present it for 
firing. and binding the Otlll'T h,v his sword, as he kis~('d its hilt 
and point, and «.lirccted it upwarJ,8 to heavell, that we should all 
stand or fall top;ethcr. we W{,l1t 011 ill a. dead silence fur nearly an 
hour. 

At length the very party who lwu heen milllitely <kM'rih('d til 

liS, appeart.·(} approaching- towards us from ali('ad; the fOllr horse­
men kept tht' centre of the main road, six of thost' 011 font "t-'n~ Oil 

the hi:t;ll ground on tlwir right , aml fllllT 011 tlw low plain on tlwir 
left. They W('fl' yet ahollt a qllftJ't('r of <l mile (Iff': and l)('twecn 
tiS hoth, but rio .... t-'r to our own po ..... itioll , w('n' ~('''('r;LI ~oats-hnjr 

tents of sllC'plwrd:-. ne<lr th(' road. ,,'c-' lIlade ItO halt; but as W(' 

passed these t(,Ilt. .... sl'v('r1l1 ill-lookillg rt~ lJow.';, armed with hlud­
geons. ho<'s, and hatelwts, (':lIllC out of' th(-,1I1, uIHI illt('1'('pph:d us, 

by forming a line right tl(:)'oss our )lnth. This wns dftngcr from a 
quarter that w(' had 1I0t. nt all expected: nnu as till' t'Y('s of' those 
Sartller OIl, \\ hom W(' now belicvt'u to hr aided hy th()Sl~ llt'ur. ns 
('olleagu('s, Wl'rl' IW udlJht fix('d UPOIl us, w(.' determilH:'d to push 
through this tir:-.t oh ... tadt', if only to show tlH'Jll tllHt we were pre­

pared for the s('cond. Accordingly, drawing O)]e of Illy pistols, 
which I lwld with the bridle ill my left haml, and p()i~ing my 
spear high ill my right, I sct off at full gallop, and my companions 
steadily followed me. 

\Ve sucl,C't'deu completely in breaking the line of our enemie5ol, 
one of whom fell, anti was trampled on by my horse : another had 
a deep wound in the ~;ide, and his garments torn to ribbands by 
my f.lpear; and a third received a cut from the sword of the 
Faqueer, who came last in the train; hut no shots were fired, 
those being reserved for future usc. The horsemen ahead, seeing 
this, made a hold push towards U!I!; and, without at all checking 
our reins, we met the shock on a gallop, by whieh ..the Faqueer 
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and two of our opponents. with whom lw had ('Oll}e in conta('t, 
WfOrt' unhorsed. I mYM'lf reccived it ,<.,ligllt ~pt'<lr wound in the 

side, but had the !:latisf;H'tioll to ulIhor.",· two oppollt'nts; OIiP hy 

th(' shock of' meeting. and tIll' powc!' of m~ lanct', and tIlt' othe)' 
h)' a clo!o.p ell('Olllltcr with thc ~ilhn'. The nWII 011 fi)ot wert' evi­
dently afraicl to draw IH'ar: amI tilt',\' ('ould do III' 110 harm at It 

di::-. tance, their ollly Wf'apO}l '-' heing lal'gt' hludgeons <llId hatc1lt'ts. 
Thc Faqucer rt~1I1ountcd. with gl'('at alacrity, awl the J)t'ni ~ ll 

hehaved ~t{'adiJy tlll'oughout th(' \\ hole afthil'. 'Y f' thercfort' 
('aught this opportuuit.' of t}l(~ gClleral panic, to raise our toth' as 

conqueror!>', and to ill .... i"t UpOIl ollr opponents, ""'ho w('n~ altogether 
five timt' 'i a fo. 11 II 11 I (,I'OU" a<., Olll"t'hl''', il1~talltly going on toward~ 
their ('ollf'ague .... at. the tpllh: adding, that whoPw'r among them 
dnreli to look ha('k 011 thl' \\,<I~ , ~hould lIll'et a hanlt.'r tiltp thall 
ev('n the wif<'· of' Lot. 

" ,(' f<')llm\'{'d 111' OUl' tl'illlllph hy pushin~ on Ollt' of' the hors('­

men h y t11\' hutt or tIl<' lIlu .... kl't, ami 'l11other hy ttIP cud of tht' 
spear: amI. di ~('hal'p:illp: 0111' pi('('('~ ov('}" thl'ir ]w;llh .. C1'('<1tl'£I a 
suffic'il'Ht dp/1:rt'e of {('nor ill all p:ll'ti(· ... mo .... t C'Hi:d\wll,\ to ha~t('n 

their eM·apt.' from u:-;. 
W {' IIOW wpnt ovel' hare land. ~till h'(~'pill~ our ( '0111'''(' to the 

eastward, lIml a~c('nd('d a high raugc l,{' "tl'('P ;l1ul hal'l't'll hill ~ ; 

from the summit of which \\ c noted th(· \)t'aring \)f' .Jc'ht'l Bi:-.itoon 

to he west hy north, by com pas.... J,'rom hl'Jl('c \H' \\ (,lit dO\"n OH'1' 

a rocky road, coming out Oll a plain below, ('Ollfo.ltit.'rahl.\ ahove till 

level of that W11ic11 we had left, before cro~sing the J'augt'. On 
our right was a large village, and near it a ('i:lstle of modern 
structure, standing on an artificial ~round of HlOTe <tHdent date. 
The name of the village we could not learn, hut th(' castle was 
known to both my ('ompanions as the Giaour Khallah-se, or Castle 
of the Infiu~ls, We ('ould learn no farther particulars regarding 
it than its name. 

From hence we ascended 'to the north-east over barren land, 
and overtook a party of Suzemaneeah, or courtczans, one of whom 
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was not more than twelve years old, and hl."uutifl1} as an angel. 
Their place of residence or retirement was ]Jointeu out to us hy 
thelll, in the hills 011 Oil)' left, heilJ~ an isolated cnttag(' remote 
from all othl'1' uw('liiugs. Tn Hn:-iWt;'l' to the (.>Jlqnirie:.: of' the Der­

vish and Fafflll'rT, they assured 1I ..... laughin~l~'! that when we re­

turned this way. they shouhl he.> most happy to C'nll'rtain us in the 
malHlt'T which our good appt.'aranrc bespoke us to ueserve ~ but 
that t(H' tht.· prt'sent they had guests cngag:eu, whom they had too 
high a St'IlS('> of 11OJlOU1' t.o disappnillt. 

\Ve now came to a seco1ld plaiJl; in passing which, we 
crossed over a lon~, low hridge of malJ~' f.ll'dws, }t.·ading over .. I 
marshy trltet. _ To the north-f'ast of this, ahout a lIIile, was a swall 

village, with gardells and lllO(iern wa ll s; ami bl')ollli it, thre(~ or 
JOUT' mill, .... in tlie plain, a IClI'~e ca .... tl<-. ruined awl dest'fted. This 
was calkd Boat KhanH Jl'Ill .... hl'l'(I, or the 1001 thH·Uing of Jcm­
sheed :_of this we ('uuld leam no llWl'l' than the llaUll~. 

It was :lhout :In holt}' fl'Olll hC1H'(\ nllu past RUllSCt, Wht'l1 we 

reachf'd Kcn~awar, having IWPJI Jl(·arly h\(·hc houJ','i 011 the road; 
OUI' cour .... e I)('in~ about east hy north, alld th(' di ,-;tall('c forty miles. 
There wa .... uo khall, 01' plac(' of Jluhli(' 1'('('{·ptioll. }l('fC; amI the 
gov('rnur had ~iVl'1I to ' one uf his slliljet'ls a 1Il011Opol)' of selling 
cum f()r tlu..' horses of pas .... f'llg<'l'S. so that we hl'C'Illllc completely 
at the mercy of this lIlall. He refused. illlieeo, to let us l'lIter the 
town at all : I)hhgillg liS to slt·(,p 1)('low, on a marshy ground, with 
,SOllie Persian )'ohhers. who \\'('1'(' goiJlg a~ pil~rillls to thl" tombs 
of ihe Imams; and, disagreeahle as this was, there waf; no remeuy 
for it; we tll~)'efon' bon' it ill paLit'llt suhmission. 

S~I'T. ~Oth.-The night W<l:-l so ('old and stonIlY, and a vigilant 
look-out. after nul' horst's. amon~ all Iwknowledged ht=rd of holy 
thieves. was so necessary, that we obtained not a wink of s1eep. 
\Vhen we remounwd in the mOJ'lIing. wt> went up through the 
tOWII. into which we 1Htd been preveHted from entering on the 
preceding e\'ening; but as our passage through it was rapid, 
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there was no tim€' atfor(\t'(\ for tlH' €'\:<llllination () .. it" minntt·,l' 
features. Its gcnt'ral a ... ppct wa..; all that ("01l1d Ill' l"au!-!.ht. 

K(>ngawar i ... :-.eated 011 the ~idt' of a gPJltll" hill. al tlw 1l01'th­
'westem edge of n fine plaill. <lnil hn.., within it!'> .... itt, .... (·h'l"<ll emi-

nences and (h~pft.·~~ion:-.. 111 it ... pn· ... tJllt :-.1<11('. it ('ontaill~ id,out 
two thOUll<lllU dwellillg:-., with t"o IIlO .... (jl1(· .... Itn· till' popul.ltion. who 
are all Sht>l·ah.... Mo~t of tho~t' dwdlillgl', art' \\eli hllilt; ali(I 

beside~ the!'C' thcft.' are l''\tl'll:-.iH' alld wt'll-flll"Jli:-.hcd haza;u· .... , thl' 

shOll!; of whi(.'h hav{' theil' door ... "'(,('11rt'<1 hv 100w di.to'ollal hal'''' of • M ~ 

• iron, going from the lod, .... ohliqlH'l~ <HTO~,> tlWllI, ill a \\<1) that 
W(' had uot noted any where ('1,,>('. 

ThC' town appearb to 1m\'(' hCCIl 011('(' JIluch lilrg-cr tlUlJl lit I)!'('­

sent. as v<''>tigC':-. of huilding .... allll tIlt' wrt'('k of' hmnall I"houl'. an' 

seen in s('v(~rai pla('t'~ heyond 11lt' limit ... of it!'. IH'("'>t-'lIt ... ite. Tht., .... ('. 

however. appear to be of' it higher antiquit} thaI! till' J\lohallll'H'fian 
era. TIll'mo:-.t rC'lllarkahle fi.·ature of' tlli ... J..illll i!'. tht' portiOIl of 

a lar~e buildillg. Ilearly in tlw t'l'JitJ"t' of thl' PI"{''>('lIt to\\ II. aIH) 

('aIled the ('i1~tle of' tht' llltitlt'h. To oJt(' p;trt of it i .... nttiwhed a 
new lllo"'que, tIlt' oHter enclosure of whi{'h i .... cOlitilllil'd f!'OllI the 

('jl~tle's \\.tlI:-., The foundation of tlw \\(~ ... tel"Jl f!'Ollt, \\ith the 

surha:..c..'ment of the bUIlding th('I'('. and a l"l'llgc of Hlarhl(' <'(llllnUl~ 
still !'.tanding Oil it, apparelltly ill tlwir original pla('(" art' all 

perfect, and arc umlouhtedl.y thl' \\ork of a ptoplc t'itlll'J' cOl'val 

with, or antt'ceuf'llt to, the vi!'.it of the Grecks to thb (,OUlltl"). 

There i:o. nothing Saracell ill all it.., i.lpp('aJ'1JII(,t'; and if Hot a \I'OJ1. 

of wer,tHH conqueror!., it ii-o umli .... putalJly of tlit' ear]) l'l·I' .... iaa or 

Median empire. The wall~ are forllled of Jal'~t' w,,!I-hew1I :-.t{)m'~ 

of t\ yellowi)o,h culour, amI the :-,uJ'ba~CIlH'llt of' t hc front i~ t('l'­
millatptl by a plain moulding: tht: whit~, marhlt' l'olulllll .... , <1'> th<'y 

now stano, are of perfectly pluin bhaft .... without ha:-'l' Of eapitai : 
they are from four to five fcpt ill uiallwter. of It low proportion ill 
height, and iu thir, re&pect. as well a ... ill "eir init-'f(·oluJnniatiort. 

approaching nearer to the Doric onlet' than any other. Thes(' 
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piUars arc now built up by portions ofmoil£'rn wall between them" 
as is seen in tile front or the great Temple of the' Sun at DaBilbeck. 
and in most of the tt'lllpll',s of Egypt! mall) of whic:h. like. this 
ancient cdifin', <Ire inhabited hy ~('vcral pOOl' f~mliljl's. 

The ~ituiltion of whatever ('ity might }Ul\t' occupieu the site 
of K(~ngawar, lIlu:-.t hnv(' 1>('('11 alw{lp a llW ... t C1~reeablc one: a fim' 
and exteJlsive plain hefore it , 011 the cast aud south; a deliciously 
coo] air in the SUlllmer, at an l:'1evatioll of nearly fOil I' thousand 
ft't't from tll(' levC'l of tht, ~cn; n good supply of' watN for gardens 
and eultivntioll, and It tcmpC'ratlll'c f-uit!'d to the production of 
alJllo~t all kinus of fruits . . The (,cliHc(' whol-.c remains art' thus 
impcl'fedly uescriheu, UI'P(' ill' f- to hine 1)(,l'11 a pnla('l' rather than 
a ('w.;tl(·: hut it. ... eXllct form. 01' t lIl> I'rec:is(> extent of it..;. elU'f'illfi'. 

would he ditfkult to he made out at thi~ remote I)('riod. 
The f'l'w fe<lture .... that arc detailed ill 1Il1Cit.'lIt ilutho!'~ of E cbll­

talla were> stiJi pre~\.>lIt to Illy milld, and JIlallY of them ~eell1ed to 
me to corrC':>,poml with the local peculiarities of this situatioll: but 
it n'a ... ~' l>t Jl('(; cr-,~al'y to ~l't.> Hamadall. amI e~tiTl1ntc> its claims, hc­
for<~ allY d(;'C'i:-.in! opiuion roulll he fOlllH.'(l on thi!-:. suhjcC't. 

IYAlIvill(' fix(':, oil thi ~. }llnt'l~ <II-. 1h(' ~itr of COlll'ubar,· and i~ 

follo\\,('u ill thi .... opinioll 11.\ 1\laniOlwld Kinnie!". Thif.. last writer 
~ay!:l, .• " 'c read ill hbto]') of' thrl'e Jllal'(>~ "hie-it will in S01l1'-' 
ucgrl-e ilPpl) to tlll' :-.iluatiulJ amI d(>M"I'iptioll (If Kl'llgawar: til(: 

Pal,iCC' IICal' Ed,atalJ<l, \du_'l'(' AlltjU()Jlll ,'" rcti]'('d nfter the defeat 
~ 

iJ) EUIIl\'lll'~ : th l' Temple of Jupitf'l' Jklu:-., in Elpnai:-., plullu('reu 

hy AlltiodlU~ the Great , to PH) the Homall tribute; alld the tOWII 
of ('ol1('o1>al'. A).. the (').ad po~jtiull, 1](,,\ ('vcr, of the Royal Palace 
i~ not ).. tated hy Diodm'u).., ami the ('oulltr) of the Elymais is consj .. 
derahl), to the l-outh of J\l'llgawar, I au; in('lined, from the striking 
~imilarily of lJiunc-(fol' the /) l.Iml thl' v are continuaJly pro­
nounced alike)_to give tIle )ll'cfi:!reuc:e to COll('ohar:''t 

• COllll)Cnu"ulll of An' "ell. G(>ogrll.plLy. 
1 Grog .t ,)h , .Memo" of ,he Pel'1lian Empire, 4to, p.130. 
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There are se~eral errors, however, in these data, as will he 
hereafter shown j and the C'onclusions from them are of cour~t' 
equally erroneous. AntioC'lms the Great heing C'ompelled to n'­
tire beyond Mount Taurus, and to pay a fin e of' two thousand 
t.alents to the Romans, to ,,,·hich his revenUl'S were unequal, at.­
tempted to plunder the T emple of nt·Ius in Swdallff, which so 
incensed the inhaLitallts that they killed him with all hi rs follow­
ers. His son, the fi.lUrth Atltiochus, surnamed Epiphanes, or till.! 

Illustrious, attempted to plunder Persepolis! but without etf{~ct. 

Diodorus and .Justin say that Antiochus Epiphanes having lC'arncd 
that a TempI,> of Belus, in the I)rovinct' of Elymai:-o, contailwd 
a great treasure, he entered it durin~ the night, and carried off' 
all its riches. Others as.:;ert that this T emple was consecrated to 
Diana. Tacitus says, merely, that there was a Temple of that 
Goddess in Persia, and Sh'abo adds that one of the Parthian 
Kings carried off from it ten thousand talents, ami that the T em­
ple was culled Znrn. But Elymai:s waf) the J cwi~h name for 

PeN;epolb;: from Elam, their nalne for l)crsia, generally; and it was 
to the Temple of Diana ,!tNe, that the views of Antinchus ]~Vi­

phancs was directed; so that, besides the confounding the situa­
tion of these pla('cio;, th('Tt: I':;ep,ms to ut' no sufficient p;roulllis for 
fixing the Temple of Diana at ('ullcobur, <I S is dOlle in the Map of 
Persia.* 

• DIO.uorull Sieulu! ~ay~, " TIlc (11'('1 EU!Il!!lS fQ r!ll s II [,artitloll i)f't \\·eclI the hlgl. Cl':" lt ry 

of Petsia called F.lymais and Susiana. This Tl~cr i s~ucs out of th e cou ntry of Media, ami .11 

the midst of i18 count' becomc~ lost in the ground , but re" SSU ]1I1;" lIgnin, It rUIl S tlu ough 
MesobatenIJ, and environ! th t' Fort and Cutll!: of Susa, with the Temple of DIana, wluch ] ~ had 
in (;Teat reverence and honour above aU olhf!r tcmples in thosc parts :-i lldet'li, the \'l'ry river 
itself is in sueh ",que,', an~' 1]1(' water 50 hIghly regarded, tllat tht Ki llgl< drllJk of no Olher; 
and thereforc they carry it with them 1\ gU' l\t way into the country:·-B. G. c.27. From 
onc part of this pa!lsage, it would appear that th(' Tl·mple of Diana wus in lhe lower part of 
Peula, ned.r SU3a ; but, on the other hand, F.lymai~ i~ repeatedly s!lld to be thc lugh\'r "art 
of Pertia, aod Ihe Trmpie of D iana I~ heTt' said to have been scaten III E1ymuls. Yel, III the 
.arne chapter, Elymllis, before called the lligh country of Persia is ~aid to he AO marshy, and 

abounding with water, th:!.t there was no way through it without making a great ci rcuit. 
It wu GUed alao with &erpcnts which bred in the r;verA flowing through it. This, therefore, 

X 
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On leaving Krngawar we went ~aHt by north over the plain. 
and after we had gone ahout a mile amI a-half: we had opplIsjte t.o 
us, on our ri~ht. distant less than a mile, a large castle, and an 
t>nclosed tOWIl, I'otallding 011 a IOIlg artificial mound. This plu('c 
was called \Vellushgherd, and the whole is said to be the work of 
a certain l<'irooz l Jlluh Khan, evidently a 1\Ilmilcm, but of whos~ 
age or history we ('oule! ohtaill no satisfactory details. 

From hl'll(;(' Wl' continued to go east, alld east by north, over 
a stOllY and barren land, driuking at a 81ltull and poor village in 
the way: ami in about six hours from Kengawar we came on a tine 
fertile soil, when, after passing through mallY gardens, 3IH} over 
strC'ams of waier, W(A entered the large village of Sadawah, where 
we found slll'ltt>r in a privat(> house, amI took up our quarters. 

The character of th" mountaius here hegins to chulIgc: at 
Bisitoon amI Kengawur, they were chiefly of lime-stone ~ but here, 
in the plain, we had. large roulld. mas!s(>s of grey granite, with a 
profusion of blue slate and. white quartz, with reddish veins in it. 
The walls of the garuclls werc built of lar~e scluare masses of 
mud, placed edgewise 011 each other, like those at Damascus; they 
were lofty, solid, amI of grpat extent. 'fht' floors, however, were 
all of stollr, and travcflseu Oil a pivot from their own body, exactly 
likt, thosE' of' the huildings and dwellings of' the Hauran auu Syria. 
The largpst of' the stolle doors hen·, however, did not eX("Qeu three 
or four feet :-;quare; their thicknt'ss I could not ascertain, as most 
of them were clOht'd. They wpre formed eadl of one solid l;lab of 
IJlue slate, perfectly plain, and were secured by a bolt on the 
inside, a('('e~s to which wa~ had by thrusting the hand through a 
c.:ir('ular hole in the (h"lor itself'. 

The village of Sadawah occupies, with its numerous gardens, 
an extent of scarcely less than three or four miles in circuit i 

"ould only apply to 11i(' low country of Susiall:l; [Iud the TelUplc of Draua. if it lO·cre r,,"ur 

1" tlrt: Caqllt: of Susa, mllst hu.v(' heen ill this low tract of (·oulltry. It mllit lJe confessed, 
howevel, that the Illlcient geography of this part 18 extremely ('ollfu8ed, and o(l()n baffles aU 
COIIJfocturc. 
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though the population is thought not to exceed H.mr thousand 
souls. It stands at the easterll extremity of' the plain we had 
crossed, and has a jofty range of mountains rising above it 011 the 
east, over which the road to Hamadan leads. Its gardens, which 
are numerouf;, and well-waten·d, are its chief support~ amI furBish 
occupation to the greater Ilumbt'r of the inhahitants. In Smlawah 
itself, I was struck with tIl£' presence of a great quantity of old 
pottery, in fragmcllt~, scaitpreu. over the tOWlI , SOll1(' glazed and 
colourctl, and SOIne plain: hut 1 noi~t1 no vC~iiges of architecture. 
or remains of anciellt huilUings there. 

About a mile to the north-wf>~t of the town, is an old castJt', 
standing on a very high artificial mound, which mn he s('cn frum 
a great distance. It has now a small village. called Khakree, 
within its enclosure; but the agc of the castle itself we could not 
ascertain. Ahout the same distance in tht~ opposite quarter, or a 
mile south-east of the town, is a pretty village. called J lllaJll Zad6, 
seated OJJ 11 rising ground among gardens, but thinly peopled. 

We we're visited at our 'Junrters in thi~ plnce', hy an exceed­
ingly clever Dcn' iHh, frotH lIernt, in Khorassan; who, as well as 
broael, had hCt'1l at Bokhur3, the ('hief city of the Turcomans. 
He wa~ young and haudsome, but most fantastically dressed; he 
was a perfect master of the Persian p<wts, entire odes from whose 
works he repeated by heart, with a facility that sllrprised me, and 
charmed Ismac1, to whom they were all familiar, ahsolutely into 
tears. The politeness of our nt'w friend was of the most polisht:d 
cast, and could have hccn acquired only in the hes-t society. 

This man, who ~poke sufficiently of Arabic for us to converse 
without the mewum of translation, dressed as he was in rags, with 
bare breast and armo, uncovered by even the fragment of a shirt, 
with naked legs, amI half-naked thighs. a beard and mustachios 
never trimmed, thick 10cks of' hair hanging uncombed over his 
neck and forehead, a fancy-coloured painted cap on his head, a 
large, heavy, and rusty chain of iron, with brass rings, wound 
round his arms, and a huge ram's horn slung across his shoulders 

x ~ 
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by a thong, talked of Plato, Socrate", and Aristotle, whose Systems 
of Ethics hc had read in Arabic, with a freedom and accuracy that 
proved him to he better acquainted with the philosophy of these 
sages, thaJi mallY who had rend them ill their original languages. 

He conceived Aristotle to have been a man of the greatest 
mind, but too universally occupied 011 all subjects of human 
enquiry. Socrates, he thought, was too fond of the neatlwsS and 
pith of a s<lyillg, to be always just or excell(~ut in its meaning i 
but 1'lato he considered to be the prince of moral philosophers, 
and e:-;timatcd tht· worth of his short Treatise ou the Illllllortality 
of the Soul, at a higher rate than all the volumes which all the 
otht'r philosophers of his age ami country had writtcn. 

Thil:i Dervil:ih wu:-; well acC]uainteu with all the countries he had 
visited, and they included Hear1y every part of Asia. His cUllver­
satioll was most interesting; and I regrettNl beyond measure tht:: 
heing- unable at the moment to note down mUIIY striking particu­
lars, which, fur want of 111l1llt::uiate rccunl, SOOH escaped my me­
mory. 

Of Herat, thc place of his birth and long residence, he re­
peated the traditiull of its being founded by one of the Emirs of 
Neriman, the hero of tllC world, who bon' the name of' Berat, amI. 
gave it to this city, which, after being once dc~troyed, was rebuilt 
by Alexander the Great. He repeated to us the J>ersiau proverb, 
which says, " ]f the soil of 1spahan, the fresh air of II(~rat, and 
the water of Khorassan, were unit('d in one spot, the inhahitants 
of i{ would never die;" as well as that which says," The world is 
like a vast ~ea.. in the midst of which the district of Khorassan if.. 
like a fine oyster, al1d Herat ilS the pearl contailled within its 
shell." He enumerated the tombs of several learned melt there, 
and spoke of Ulany wonderful works of the infidels in the neigh­
bourhood, now in ruins; admitting also, that in the dynasty of the 
Ghaurides, there were in the city of Herat itself twelve thousand 
tihops, six thousand public baths, caravanserais, and water-mills, 
three hundred and fifty colleges, five temples and monasteries, and 
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four hundred and forty-four thousand inhahitcd dwellings, The 
population is l'vt"1l at prt'8cnt g-reatcr than that of Bagdad: the 
people arc chiefly ~oonnet's, and are still Hunous for tlH'ir ""(Irks ill 
metal, parti(,ularly Nwords, and other nrlllN, of the Illleient iron of 
KhorasNan, which iN Nuperior to that of Damascus. 

On H\O~t of these suhjects I had quest ioned llim v<'l'y (,lose])" ; 
and though politenC'ss, allu a wish to n('(Juics('e in IlI.Y vil'w~, migh1 
have in some installc{'s illflu!'llce(l hi~ rcplil'~, yet, in almost all 
caRes, he evidently under~tood the ~l1hi ect well, and hcsitutcd. 
deni(,d, approved, OJ' {'x l'laillt'd, as the O('('tl."iion seclIwd to him to 
l'eq \11 reo 

Th(' Dervish was also wl'll acquainted with the a('('Hunt ~iVt'1I 

hy Mirkhond, of the t;' king of the true ('ross uf Christ, a<.; well Cl~ 

with the tradition, that PUI,ramlo(·ht, a Pt'rsiaH qUf'en, had r('· 
stored it to ,Jcl'lIsal,'m, ;IIHI that Shah Ahhas had takl'1t it .I~ain 

from the' Turks ; and ill I'e'(·iting all tilt., passa~c~ that Ill' n'l11l'm­

bercu. from his r eadillg. Oil this ~uhjl'('t, ht." {,Olll'lIUll'U with 
tlH' heautiful di~li("h of J,'el'llom,i, ('x p]'('.,,~ i,,(' (If' the trall)oiilory 
nature of human p:rcatlH'ss-" 'I'll(' ~ pi(lcr Wt'avcs his wl~h ill the 
palacc of the ( 'a'snrs, and the owl k('l'J)~ IWI" watc·h, lik{' a s('utinel, 
upon tll(' ruined tow('1' of Afrtl ~iah:' 

In ('allinp: hiTTl~e1f a Sooft·t\ ht, was wt'll a('qllainted with the 

modern application or that term tu a scct of Indi!lll philosoplll'rs, 
called Pralllll<e, hy Straho, who WefC IInillttuclI("eu hy tht> super­
stitions of the ('ountry in whi("h thl')" lived (India), ano who Wt'I~ 
in constant oppositiun to tht' Bralllins, and ('Iltl~rcd into contro­
versy with them, un their pnrti('ular tenets, whelll~v{'r occa~jon 
offered. He knew also that thl~ Suoft't's uf hIS OWJl day had 
endeavoured to rcc(mcilc the aJwient doctrines of thl' l\ill'telll~ 
sychosis, as taught by the lIilllioos, and the two prin(·jples of 
good and evil, as tau:,;ht by Zoroaster, with the tenets of the 

Christian religion.-

• One of the lC!aders of thia sect, at one time, T\!tiroo to a can:rn, after the fash ion of im· 
potlor" and brougnt out from thence paintin!;b and writinga, which be pretended to have 
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This man, like my own Dervi '11, I mael, was a perfect Epi­
curean in faith and practice; he held plea ure to be the only 
good worth pursuing, though the means by whiah he sought its 
enjoyment 'seemed unaccountably trange. He had been over 
almost all the Eastern World, and wa now going to Bagdad, 
where " Ismael gave him introductions to his best friends; and, em­
bracing him with fervour, expressed a hope that they might one 
day meet again. He continued with us, however, until nearly 
midnight, when mere weariness alone led to our separation. 

received from Heaven, and called himself the Paraclele, or Comforter, promised by Jesus to 
follow him; but be and all his disciples were at length put to death by Baharam, and the 
skin of the impostor was stripped off, and hung at the gate of the city of Shapoor.-llfa{co/m's 
Persi(l, vol. I, p. 101. 


