
CHAPTER IX. 

ENTRY INTO RAMADAN-THE SITE OF THE ANCIENT ECDATA A. . ~ 

SE"PT. 21.-Leaving Sadawah at daylight, we ascended the 
mountain to the eastward of it, by a winding road, passing in our 
way a small domed tomb, on an eminence, which was venerated as 
the sepulchre of a Sheikh Rubbeagh. We were about two hour 
in gaining the summit of this mountain, walking up the greater 
part of the way, to ease our hor:se , the road being everywhere of 
steep ascent. 

The composition of the mountain throughout was blue slate, 
interspersed with veins of quartz; and the height of its summit 
appeared to me, by rough estimation, to be about three thousand 
feet from its base, which is itself an elevated level of about the 
same height .above the nlain of Bagdad; so that the top of this 
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range may be perhaps about seven thousand feet above the level 
of the sea. 

W p found tIle air v('ry sharp and cold, and were exceedingly 
glad to hnsten our ueS(,t'llt on its eastern side, which showed every
where the same materials, hut was lIlore rugged, alIU broken into 
oct'per ravines and bolder diffs. In the way we lUet some Per
sian slu'phel'dst wi tll their tlo('ks, and passed a few springs of 
bitter water, OeS('t'lH.ling into the eastC'rn plain. 

Near the foot of the hill \\'C came to a small khan, called Kar
wansera Mccar Kotcl Sadawah, which had heen erected by some 
humane individual, as a shelter for passengers. During the foul' 
winter months, this mountain is said tu be impassable by caravans, 
from th£' SHOWS with which it is covereu; and it is asserted that 
not a season passes "'itllOul the ueath of many shepherds and 
peasants from the cold alone. 

Our deset'ut 011 the east was not much more than half the 
dixtane(' of our ascent on the we .... t in perpenui('ular height, when 
we came out on all extensive and nne plain, ('uvered with villages, 
gardens, and brown ploughed fields; ami, turning to the south
east, we opened the prospect of Hamadan, scated in the same 
plain) and stanuing allli,df;t it profusion of tl'e('s and verdure. 

The whole dixtanc(' of 0111' jOUI'lH'y frOlli Sadawah to lIalllauan 
was about eight hours, and our course on the whole about east
south-cast. On (~nt(>ring this tOWI1, we pass('d through a burying
ground, of which the tumhs were of all uHuslial killu; ~ome of 
these were like stone chcst~, or sa.rcophagi, of the common size of 
the humall f<)rll1, dosely toverNi on the top, and sculptured all 
over the sides alHl pnds with devices of' flow(~rs, &c., and very 
ancient characters of Atabic inscription on them: others. again, 
were four timef5 the human size, in height, breadth, and depth, 
and were formed of large slabs of polished ston(', like the planks 
of a chest, each side ill one piece, and all perfectly plain, except 
thc upper part, in the centrc of which was a small tablet, for the 
inscription. The tombs of the females had devices of combs, and 
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other articles of the toilette, to distiuguisl) tllCJn from those of the 
males. 

The eutr'ante to th" tOWII of Hama(i<1H was i.\l'i Illean as that of 
the smallest villag'(~ W() had ~eCJl, and great ruin and ut'Ht.'rtioll was 
apparent on every sid!', 'Ve sawall old clilapida1t·c] hrid .. .st'

pulchl'e, standing detached, of <I square filrm, and t'videutly of 
ancient date as a Mohamllledan work. iJut now cntin'ly Ilcgicl'tt.·<l. 
This was sai<.l to be thC' tOllLh of SlH'ckh Aboo-l,I-SPIIlHl1 01', as lie 
is sometimC's callc<.l, Aim Ali-lwn-SCHIl:l. the A"ict.'IlIHl of' Euro
pealls, a distinguislwd philosophC'l\ anu anthor of' til{' Al'ahit.· work 
called Mukamal-el-Arafin; hut whosl' !lame anu rt.'putatioll st:t.~IIlS 
to be almost fOl'gottell lwl't'. 

We continued our way throu~h poor hal-aars and llliM'rahle 
str{'t'b;, until, after much diflitulty, W(' olitaillt'u sheher ill a half 
ruined ('aravunst'ra. 

During our d(~tt'llti()n of three day ::. at lIamatlan, wllf'l'c we 
were kept waiting for a sn.fp opportunity to prO(·(,t'd 011 (llir way, J 
had the ill-fortune to h~ s('izeu witIl a violt.'nt f(~vt'f, originating, 
perhaps, in the comhined c<tW.;('S of suddl'll (·hulIp;p of tempt.'rature, 
bad water, and the free use of fruits, whi('h, frolll ncccs~iiy and 
convenienct.'. formed Iwre our chief food. This confined Ill(' to the 
khan more than 1 could have wished; l)11t I stilt profltt.'d by nur 
stay, to examine many parts of tht, town, and extend Illy enquiries 
to such particulars as most illt€'restcd llW at 1 he 1l10IIlCllt; the 
record of which was, however, ne('essarily very brief' and hurrwJ, 
though there is no spot where I should have been more pleaseu io 
have been able to make extended t'nquirics. and HIll<t.'iS ('opious 
materials for descliption and invcstigatioll. It is not ill the pm ... ·cr 
of travellers, however, alway,:.; to command what they desin'; and 
in barbarous countries especially, they are often uetaint'cl against 
their will in places of no interest, and hurried away afo; precipitately 
from those at which they would gladly prulong their stay. 

Up to the time of Sir William Jones, whose authority on sub
jects of Oriental geography, few dared tt. dispute, it was con

y 
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sidered that Tabreez was the ,ite of the ancient Ecbatana; but 
subsequent authoritiel$ almost universally agree in placing this 
capital of' the Median Empire at Hamadall. The data on which 
this conclusion is fouuded are very clearly and cOllcisely stated 
by MacdouaJu Kinnier, *" and can leave no further doubt on the 
subject .. As we have seen beron', Ecbatana was a city existing in 
the time of Semiramis, oy w110m it was visited neady two thou
sand years before lhe Christian era: and Diodorus Siculus, in 

• 'There i>s every reason to belie\'e, that the cily of Bamadnn either stllnds upon , or neal 

the f'itc (If the ancient Ecbataua. PHny say~. that Su~a is equidistant from SclClIcia amI 
Ecbatal1a, and that the cllJ,ital of Atropotia (At.eroijan) is midway Letween Artnxatn. and 
Ecbalallu. Isidore of Churax phll:e8 it in the way between Seleucia and P:lIthia; aud Oio
dorus 5ieulus deS(' ri lx-s it as sitllat(lU ill n. low plain, ui~tallt twelve fuuungil flOm a mOllio 

tain called Orontcs. Thc.~ tel'tilllonics arc n~ ~tr( 'l1g ill favour of thc p!lsilioll of Hamadall , 

as they arc irrccoucilahlc to that of TabrC'c:t, which Sir William Jones j;Url'0~e~ 10 he the 
Mcd i,\Il capila!. The {ollller i, nC;lrly equidistant from Susa and Scleucia, is ill tIle dirC<.!t 

road from Seleueia to P lI.rthia, and situated ill a low plain, Ilt thc foot of the cdebrateu Mount 

Elwuud : but TalJr~z is lIcithcr equidistant from Sl'icuda amI SURU, lIor is it in the ruad from 
Selcucia to Purthia; on the ('ontr,lry, it is situateu in a distant pru\'ince, which has almost 

as onen hcell includt.'<1 in tile kinguolll of Armenia 1\8 in Persia, When I was OI.t Hamll_ 

dall, in 1810, J W;IS 8110IVII tlu- lomb of Mordecai and Esther: t a circumstance, ofitsclf,suffi_ 

dellt to attest thc antiquity of the IliacI'. The Persians, themselves, I>ay it was tl,c fa\'ourite 

~unllnN le ~idcnee of most of their su\crcigl1~, from the days of D ariud to that of JUOgCCl 

Khan ; Ilnd, illdccu, it is rcasona'ille to KUPVOS(', that a pfcfcrcuce might be given to it~ fine situa

tion, During eigllt months III the year, the climate is ,Ielightful ; but III winter thc colu i~ ex

cessive, and fud with difficulty pTocureu. Thl' plalll is illtersecteu by inlillmerabl(· little 

streams, co"el'cu with garuclIJ and villal,'<'s, and the ,'cgcla1ion is tile 1II0st luxu riolls I e\'cr bebeld, 

• Elwund whidl i~, no duubt, the Mount Oroutcs of Diodofus, when viewed at a distanl'e, 

has the appeal.llll·e of a long runge of lUouutaills. The length of Elwuud I,rol,cr iI', howe\'cr, 

Hot mOTe than t wche mi\(!s. i1 i~ cOllll'ktcl~' !It:l,aratctl from dlC northern ridge; and near 
its summit, whi{'\i is tippetl witll c'olltillual ~IlUW ami seldom obscured by clouds, is a Ix!auti

ful valley, I'crfulllcJ hy a thllu~anu swecl-scentcu fl owcrs. Thi~ muunt.lin is farncd hi the 

J ~fls t fur its minl'S, water!!, IIIIU "egdablc pruductiol1s, 'nlC lnuiall~ supposc that it contain. 
11,(; philo$op!Jcr'lI stone: l\l,d tbe lliti ve~ of Hamadall believt! that sOllle of its grasl!Cj: have the 
(lOWer of trJI1~mul i lig the base~t metals into !;,old, us well as of curiug any diswmper to which 
tlw human frame is exposed. 'file only curiosity I ob~et\'ed 011 this mountain was an in!lcrip

llOn upon a rock, call1·d Gnuj-Nauma, OT history of the treasure: n name which it has 

r~':f'i\'ctl, from a bE-lief that it eOlltaiu9 an accollnt of a treasure buried ncar it. Thi, illJ)crip

tioll i~ ill tile larue character as tho l)(! at l'ukti Jumsheed, Maudir i Solimane, alld on the 
Babylollian brieks:-Gevg .• 11,1(111. Ulll'crtiu, 4to. 
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describing that event, gIves some of the local featurE's of til(> 
place, which mark i~., identity ,\-·ith Hamadan,---t: ~pe("ially thE' 
description of the mountain Oront('s. thE' plain helow it, nlHl the 
general want of water." PIiIlY, ill hi s ~encl'fll description or 
Persia, speaks of' Dariu s; the king ha.ving t..J'Cl1l sft' rr£'d the (·it) of 
Ecbatawl to the mountains, (H'; if therl' had heen a pIne<' of that 
name originally ill thc l()\\'l' l' pnrl::> of' Persia, llC'ar P<>l"!'i (" poHs and 
Pasaganla, or the Tomh of Cyrus. t ]11 11IIother part of his 
writings he ~pt'aks of a peculiar oily spring nC'tlr Echatanfl, of 
which I could gaill no information at the prescnt day, tholl~h 
such sprin~s arc not UlIIOllg the mo:-;t pcrmanent features of 
nature.:4: The locality of' E<:hatalla is, how('v('r, ('ol'roborated hy 

• Whcn Scnl iHlmi~ <'alOe to Ecuatol"a, which H ~lt\lah 'll in a low anl \ even iliaill, "Iw I ... ilt 

there a stil ll!i y Jlfl lace, ami be~towed more or her c.II"\' .tllil p.lIlI~ hell' thall .. he h~1I1 done at 

~Hly other plact'. For the city w:llItilig Watel , (tlll"rc IWIIl::;!, un ~PIlII :; IlPur.) ~llI' plclluflllly 
.~ upplied it With ~OOI..I aud wholl'.~()mc water, hmuglll tllIlll( r With a ).<Tl'at deal of tuil alil l 

expenst: after this manner. Tiwre i~ u moulllolin I'alled (hon t e~ , twdn· fnrlong:s di ~la llt from 

the ('ity, exceed ingly high allil ~lcl·r, for thr ~pace of lil"l"-allt l-Iwenty fnrlong~ II\, to tilt' top: 

on the other side of the mount.lin there·ill a huge lak,·, whu-ll r !ll\'tie~ itself iutll tile ri'·er. 

At the foot of thi~ Ulolltlt~lin she dng a canal fifteen fl!et ill iJrcdllth, and forty in dcpth, 

thr{)ugh which \llle cOlllleyed water ilL g reat abuudance into tI,e I' lty.-D",<I. Sif. h. 2, c, i. 

t Plin. Nat. Il l~t. lih. G, Colp. 'lE) o 

t Polydytus (he says) speaks of a <'ertai" f"untoin of Cili('i(l , lIe<lT to tll(, c ily /If Snli, 

whidl yielded an unctuOIl'l or oleou5 water, that ~crveU ilLst!'ad {)f 0Ii. rll f'oJ>llTa~tus n'lHlrts 
thc !4am(' of {Ulother fountain in Ethiopia which had the hke (IUilhl). Alld Ly<,as ~ tu l l'S Ihot 

amoug lile ind i,t11I1, there i>J a fountain, tIle water of which is ","cd III 1amlls tu :l1fliutlliu li;.:ht. 

T he same thillg (he \\ddll) is reported of nnoth('r wntf'r n('ar B.:batana, the cnpitll l • :'y of 
Mc,lia.-PIIli. Nat. H i)t, u. 31, c, 2. 

It is more than probable that this i ~ the sn.me substance, not oi ly w~\te r, hilI pctrolelun or 

bltumcn, mentioned by Plutarch in hi~ Life of Alexander. He says' Alexander tra\·crscd 

ull tht: province of Bauyi{)n, which immediately made it. submis~ion ; and in thr d istrict nf 

.Ecbatana he WI19 particularly struc k with n. gulph of fi re, whic h RtrrameJ <'olllimmlly. illl from 

an inexhauatiule lource. He admired al~o a Rood of naptha, not far from the ).(1I1 ])h , whidl 

Howed in sUl'h a.l>undancc that it formed a lake. The na ptha in many respt'r ls resemblca the 

IoltllmCn, but is much more inflammable. Defore !lny fire tOUc!It.5 it, it catc he~ light from 1\ 

Rame at some diB~ance , and often kindles all the intermetliolte air. The bmlmrians, to show 

(he King its force and the subtlety of its uature, scattered som', drops of it in !he II tree t which 

Jed to his lodgings, and. standing at one end., they applied. their torches 10 ~omc of t\w fi rs t 

drop., for it WIl.8 n:gl.!.t. The flame communicate!! itself swifter than thought, and the streut 

\Va, in.tantaneously on iire.'-Pluf(t rc/l', Life ufAlo:unda. 
y Q 
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other authorities. Ammianus Marcellinus., for instance, in speak .. 
iug of the- Nisrean horses, placl's them in the plains of a fertile 
country of Assyria., on the wCRtt!rn side of a high mountain, called 
Corone. This is evidently a part of the chain <.:alled Zagros, 
Orontt's, aml Jason, in the sanw place; awl Corone is written 
perhaps for CclOIHt', the name of the district where these horses 
were bred. Nnw Ecbatana is placed by AUllnianus at the foot 
of Mount Jason) in the country of the Syro-Medcs, which just 
before he numbers with Zagros, Orontes, and Corone, as parts 
of the country inhabited by the warlike uation of' the Suziens, 
and which it appears he confounded as parts of the same chain 
which separates Susiana from Media.· 

Thb corrcsponus also with the distance assigned by Diodoru& 
Siculus to Ecbatan<l from Persrpoli:-;. when, in narrating the return 
of Antigonus with his whole army into Meuia, after the defeat 
ami death of Eumcnes, he descrihes him as spending the rest of 
the winter in a town I~ot far from Ecbatana, where the Palace 
Royal of'Media stood; and adds, that when Antigonus marched 
from Ec:batana, the eapital of Meuia, into Persia, it took him twenty 
days mareh to reach l')ersepolis.t Again, in Arrian's History of 
AlexulHler's expe<.lition~ the di1'itance from Echatana to Persepolis 
is estimated at fifteen daysjur('(:d marches: as Alexander marched 
twelve duys from Persl'polis, amI then eOl'ampeu within three days 
of Ecbatana. Plutar<'h estimates this march of eleven days as 
three thou~al1d three llUndrcd :-;tadia, or ahout thirty-eight miles 
per day; ami adding the three days yet remaining before reaching 
E('hataua, tllC whole distance would be nearly four thousand 
stadia, or about five hU'1dred miles. 

One of the most int.':!resting events that i1'. recorded as hap-
pening at Ecbatana, is the dt'ath of Hcphcestion, the favourite 
of Alexander; and tlle grief of the Mat'edonian conqueror at the 
loss of his fri,>nd. It is adverted to slightly by Diodorus; but 

.. AUlm. Mar. lib. 23, cap. 6. t Diod . Sic. lib 19, cJ.p . .!, 3. 
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detailed more fuBy by Arrian, whose U('COlmt is worth transcrihing 
at length: Plutarch ROYS, that a supply of thrl'P thousand adOfS 
had been newly despatched from Greece, to divert the King, by 
shows and entertainmf'llts, when he had finished his most urgt'nt 
IlfFairs at Echatana, and that it was during their t'xhihition that 
Heph~tion was taken ill. I'lutarch also (:unfirms the account 
given of the immouerate gri~~f of the King, who ordered the manes 
and tails of all his mules amI horses to be tut, and thrown down 
the battlements of the neighbouring cities. AmI JElian expressly 
says, that he cast down the wall~ of' Echatulll:l to the grouJld. 

The description of Heplucstiun's death and Alexander's surrow 
at Echatana, as gil-en hy Arrian, will he fOU1ld below,· 

• , \Vhen Alcxander alTivcd at EchJ.t:>na, he oficrcd sacrifice to the gods for &0(141 ~lIcce~~. 

according 10 hi., ('us tom; lIe u]:,w ();...Jlil"tcQ g),mml91il' :lnd mU5wul s,",orls, lim) madca loya l CII
tcrtll. iulllcnt for hi~ friellds, AIKlut th;~ lillie li rplul"stion was tll kcn I'iolently ill, anll it W"$ 

on lhc scvcllth day o f his ~icklle'<; wil('l1 ,(he lo )y~ Cllt!rc i"cJ ll";:m"ch'c,, Itl wH'"lIillg. UUI 

when the kint~ recpived news of Ills dcchlling: ~tatp, I.e left of! hi~ ~purlS, <l nr] h .. , tclll'd towa,'t1~ 

him with aU ~pecJ; Illit herOIc hc ('oulJ reacl! tbe place. he Wit ~ Jead, Sundry authors h,IV!> 

g in'" all \H'count (,I' Alexander'~ grit'f U[>f)IJ t11i5 oC(',I$ioo, v"ry diflcrcnt from cadi ol h"r; bu t 

in thi~ tlu~y nil agr('c, thilt hc was ~ci1.cd with immo(\eral(' sorrow; but after what lIlanlier he 

testified it II .. th(' world, I~ ,~ mallcr uf ):.n·ul d'~l'ulc amUII)!; th\:m, "OLlIe I; i\'lll l; Ilwir opiniull 

one way, bon\(' anuther, \\('cunlin(! M thl'y are indinc(\ hV ra~sion or pfl'judll'e, \'itlwr for .. 
Alexander or HephtcstiotJ , Th('y who lw,ve w' o\(, tllc mo~1 j'x.tra\,l\j.:.tu' at:t,o ,.n t~ ~C('nt II) hl\\'c 

imagined, d.al wilah'ver Ihc king !<airl or ,lid , tn MhoII' h i~ l'x(' u~i\'l' cOuecm for the ,h' .• l11 uf 

one wh~m he $0 dearly loved, ou)!;ll! to rC{IQlIlr(\ to ilis pr .~j~c. ():!>cr~ arc nltllCl indjll~'d tu 

condemn such illulludt' ruU' i;rief, us unheconllng uoy monarch, ~llltl Illud. mllrc Alcxautl.'r. 

Some tell 118, that he I ... y almost tl whoii' day, iallll:ntiul; ov. r the JCiul LUlly IIf hiR 1"1 ; ~" d , auJ 

refused to depart from him, till he was fon'cd away hy hi~ fril'tld,. Others Ic ,, ~t lll' n out III,' 

time of hi'> lamenting over him to a whole U.lY Ilnd lIight, OlhN!l again i,ffiflll, that he 

ordered Glauc lIs,l,jg physician, to he cfuciticd, IJccau~c of the [wtion whwh he huu ;1)1 1110-

cr~tly atlminhltered to him; while ollwfS tl'U U~, lhat wlwn Glaucus s.lW thai Hel'llI~~tion 

wouM nol refrllin from drinking an uureasonahle quantity of wio<', he r('fn~cd 10 take any 

further care or him. That AlexQnder should lie pro~tratt' IIpun the ,leao.1 hmly of so o.1(>ar a 

friend, aud tear his hair, ano.1 >!bow other signs of gricf, I lIcithcr d eellL improbahle, 1101' inue

ctlRt, they being done after the o:.ample of Achilles, whom he imitut('d from I, is YOll th, Sonl(> 

authors t('11 UIi, tI al he ('amed Ihc body of Hephu.!lIt ion to be put iuto a chariot, und that he 

would be charioteer bim!IClf; but this i8 lIot ('redible. Othcrl\ say, he ('aused the templc of 

..Eaculapiu. in Ecbatana to be demoHslll·d, which wal a h<.lrhilrOu~ action, not at nil suited to 

tbe character of Alexander, and, indeed, much [' ... ther rellC.mblillg that of Xer:(e~, a kl10w n 

delpiter and revilel of the gOOs, who i8 reported to havc 'hrowl\ fetters, out of reveuge, into 
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Of more recent events, the entombment of Esther and Morue-
cai at Hamadau, may be mentiont>u. The sepulchre of both is 
still shown there, and pilgrimagc:s are made by the Jews of' the 
surroundin~ country to this sacred building, the key of which is 
always in the keeping of the chief priest of' the Israelites in tht:· 
city. My illness preventf'u Illy visiting either this, or the tomb of' 
Avicenna, the great Arabian physiciatl, which is also shown here: 
but I learnt from the few inhahitants of the pla<:e, with whom I 
had any intercourse, that both these relics of antiquity are held 
in great honour by the respective classes of' Jews alill Muhamme
dans; and that the minutest traditions respecting these are trea
sured up with care j while no one knows, or desires to know any 
thiug of Semiramis, Alexander, Bephrestion, or any other of the' 
Pagan personages, whose names are a~sO('iatetl with the history of 

the Hellespout. Howe,cr, what 19 rdatru by SOlllC' nuthurs se{,llls not IllllJrobable, namely, 
111M when AI .... xand{'f was upon his marC'1\ towards Bl\lJylon, many ambassndon. from the 
(ireeian states mN him, amon~ whom were some from Epidauru~, wllOse request when he 
Ildd grantw. he sent un ufft'ring tu be hung up ill the tnllple of JEse\llapiu~. notwitl':!Itamliug. 
as l,e said, that god had not showed himself at nil favourable, ill 1I0t saving the life of a friend, 
whom lIe Im'ed as hi~ OWlI spirit. Many as~urc \i~ that he ordt'red sat'rifices to lie offeTl'd to 
111m as to a hero; :lLl(1 ~omc add, that he senl tn Ammon's temple to cumult thc tlracle tllere. 
wlu~lllt'r he shoul·d nnl sarrifir:c 10 him as a gud; but .Jupiter uCllicd that libelty. Howevcr, 
all aUlllon ag'ret', tilat the king- lIeit\lcf tasted fIIOJ. liar chnngcod his :. ppard, for threc wholt' 
dlly~ (tfter llepllll'sljo ll'~ dcatll, hut Illy all lh ... t while ei ther lamcnting, or silcutly endeavour
IIlg to couceal IllS gril'f, aud that he r:ommamlcd Slllllptuous OhHC(IUics to be performed at 
U.II'.\· \UIl, al the eXfK'lIst' of ten thousand tlt!ent~ ("ollle s"y much more), and ordered n strict 
and puhlic mourllin~ to be olJ~"rvcJ IhrouJ;huut ull the b:ubari.Jn counlri('.~. Many of Alex
antler's fri(,lId&, thai th.·y might dil'Nt that t'xees~ of grief into which he IlilU then fallen, ute 

sili.l tu have de"oted themselves and their armour to Ht!I,liwstiolJ; and tlHlt Eumenes, whom 
we me'ulioncd to ['ave hud 11 I; rutlge flgaillst Ilim, a ~llOrt while before, was the liNt proposer 
of il. This office, hOWt:I'cr, ht: performed to him when deud, lest the king sllQuld have enter-
1ained a slispicion that he llad rt~ {liced at bis III·atil. Alexander b"tlve strict orders that none 
should be appointed captain o"er IIII' i.luxiliary horse' in his place, lest his namt: shoulll be 
foq;otten in the cohort, bllt that it ~h{lliid alwaYIi be nnmed Hephrestion'6 cohort, ami that the 
hlt11nt'r which he had ch.')sen should be continued to be carried before them, as well in tht'ir 
several marches 115 in battle. He moreover exhihited gymnastic Ilnd musical .porh, much 
more sumptuoull and magnificent than :lIly of his fUTIller, as well for the multitude of the 

combatants, as the grclltlleSfJ of the prizes contended for. Three thousand cornbat9nts are said 
10 huvr bct'll reserved for tbiB solemnity, who, shortly after. performed their exerci,el at hi, 
lomb:_ArriuR'" a,,/ury (if .llu:anJtf'f £.rp<dili!i1l. 
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Ecbatana. In the time of' Benjamin of Tudela, ldlO "j:-;it <,'d lJa
madan, and described the tomb of l\'loruecai and J~"t1lCr, ;;': tll('r(" 
were no less than fifty thousand Jews settled here, whi{;h i~ llion.' 
than the whole of the present population; hut this is easilr ('l't'di~ 
hIe, as the whole aspect of tllC city give!) proof of fOTllIt'): JIIl1g11i

licence and subsequent decline. It is remarkable too, that. at the 
same perioo, accurding tu the sallie authurity, there ''''ere uot more 
than fifteen thousand Jews in Ispahall! though in that city rt~sid(·d 
the Chief, ill It UlIiv(;'l'sity, on which all the other .Jews of P('rsia 
were dependcut. Thi:-< filet alone proH's with w11at eomp;lI·;ltin·ly 
high important~e the sacred depository at l1amadan was I'egal'lh~d, 
for it was this allme.' \vl1ich could have dmwn so many more ,J('ws 
to reside in that city than at hpalwll. 

• Sir Hobert Ken P orter ..,hlaiLlN\ 1\,.:" r,,!\owing l r.lns lali ojj~ of tIle HI·hr,·II· lII"'nJ>1!OII~ 

~tiJJ exi~tillg ill the fomb ofl\1m'Jc,ai ; .ml l ;~lhl;r. 

H ell/Y'u' l!/Scni,tiOi/ u" Ij 11/11,."", ./.,f, ill III.· S'I,ld,"lIrl' ,~/ E6rllt:r f,(lld l/""d('"", 

• MorJI'cai, belovro alld Ihn,Olll·t'{i t.y;j King, was \.:rI·at alit! !,:ofHl. lIi.~ g:.U·Uh Ills wen' 

as thosc of \\ sU':ncigu. Aha~uerus ('ov l; r(:d him with thi~ lid, ,irc!>s, aUIl a l~u 1'J,I ... ·d :1 ~oltl.- n 

(,hain around his lIN'k, 'fhC' l" il Y of !;usjl r,>joil'<:d :It hi ~ lWIlOUrs, lIml hi" higl, fo!lulI~ he_ 
came the glory of thl' J,,\\'s.' 

b o.( l"il' l i"," oHumjl"Alillg tllo: Sm'c(}/I/"'l!,I1$ (~f J1]"rd,'wl, 

• It is ,;;\id by D,lViJ, prellCrve 1llC', 0 Uod! I am HOW in tlly prescllcc_1 hal" .. clic l1 allh<' 

gate of Heaven, 11Hl.t tllOU art my U<.'<"I; and wk,t g'ool1ncss • have received came from the,·, 

o Lord! 
• Tbose ..... hosc bodicll arc now benc(\lh in this earth , \dl~f) animated hy thy fliCrt' y. wer(! 

breat; and \\ hatcvef hapIJines~ wa~ bestowed UpOll them in lhi~ worM, L;l,mc from thee, () God I 

• Their grief and ~uflc rjngs were many, at tllf'. first; but Liley hecnnw happ), ~CUUIIC dIP)' 

a lways called u()(In thy Iioly name in theil" nllscrics. Thou liftcdst me up, and J beC'lIlIt: 

powerful. Thint: cucmie~ ~ought to destroy me in the early time~ of my life ; but th ~ ~ha

dow of thy hand was upon me, antI covered me, as u tClIt, frum their wicked Ilu'l)(Iscs !

MOttl.ll:C Al.' 

lIlICl"ipt;m/ around rill' 8a/"("QJlhngu~ <"!f }~.(kcr tht: Quail, 

, I prailie thee. 0 God, .t'al tholl hast created me! 1 know t bat my ~ills lIlerit pUI,ishtnent, 

yet I hope for Il ,ercy at tlly hand:; for wlieuever I call UPQII t\Jec, thou art with me; thy holy 

pfl~sencc secures me from all evil. 
• My heart is at easc, and my fear of thee increa.~cs. My life 1Jccame, through thy good

lIell, at the la~.t f'JII of peace, 
• 0 God! do lIot ahut my soul out from thy diviLlc prcseu~c ! Those ",110m tllOu lovut. 

never feel the torments of heli. Lead mil, 0 merciful Fathl:f, to the life of life; tlH\t I may 

be filled with the Heavenly fruits of paradille !-EHIl£R',-Trauls ill PUlia, vo\. ii . p. 109. 



CHAPTER X. 

FROM HAMA.DAN, BY ALFRAOON, KERDAKHOURD, AND GIAOUR-SE, 

~ TO GOOLPYEGAN. 

EPT. ~4th.-Hearing of a party destined for Ispahan, who 
were to set out this afternoon, we prepared for our departure, de
termining not to lose the occasion of their company. My fever, 
w ich was sufficiently violent to confine me to my carpet in the 
khan during the whole of ye terday, had rather increa ed than 
diminished; and I had no sort of medicine with me to counter
act it. This, however, was not a place from which to hope any 
other relief than rest could afford: and as even that had been 
hitherto constantly interrupted by idle enquirers, we determined 
to quit HamA.dan with all possible speed. 

It was immediately after the prayers of noon that we mounted 
our horses at the khan, and going southerly through the town, 
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came into the high road. Our course along this lay east-north
east for the first hour, over unequal ground, having village and 
gardens in sight of us on all sides, and the lofty range of ooh 
Alwend on our right. Thi brought us to the large village of Ta
freejan, some separate portion of which were 'walled in, resem
bling distinct castles. The valley in which it lay had everal 
streams of water, many fruit-gardens, and abundance of poplar 
trees: but, retired as tbis spot seemed to be from the public eye, 
there were many courtezans who had fixed their abodes here. 

From Tafreejan, our course lay about a point more southerly, 
and the road became more barren and more uneven; the basi ' of 
it, as in the first part of our way, being hill of blue slat, with 
vtins of white quartz interspersed. A second hour by this route 
brought us to the village of Yalpan, where we found a part of our 
promised company, the remainder being still behind. 

Since quitting Bisitoon we had seen no public khan on th 
road, nor are there any, it is aid, between this and Ispahan. Pas
sengers take shelter, therefore, where they can find it; ometimes 
beneath a shed; at other, in' the stable with their horses; and, as 
was onr ca e at Kengawar, they sometimes sleep in the open air. 
In the way from Tafrp.ejan to Yalpan we Q.ad a heavy shower of 
rain, wllich lasted nearly the whole of the way, and wetted us so 
completely, that we needed more than ordinar~ly some place f 
shelter, to dry our garments and to repose. The -old of the air 
was extreme, and on the range of hills on our right, which i.s a dis
tinct chain from th(:! Alwend, there had recently fallen sufficie 
snow to sheet over their summits with unbroken white, though 
the spot where the now lay was not more than two hours' distant 
from hence. The place on which our companions had taken up 
their quarters was merely an open court, with some few little dark, 
hovels around it, into which asse and horned cattle were driven 
at night. After wandering about the village, however, for some 
time, we at length found a subterraneous cave, apparently a place 
of shelter for cattle also, in which we took up our abod~. 

z 
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SErT. 25th._After a night of great suffering and increased 
fever, with total loss of appetite and insatiable thirst, J felt my
self so weak, as .scarcely to be able to support myself without aid. 
Some of the paTt.r whom we had joined, now came to say, that in 
consequellce of a dispute between the principal owner of the mer~ 
chamlizc, aud th" chief muleteer of the caravan, it was likely that 
those remaining behind at lIamadan, would he detained there 
for three or four days longer: ano that their eompanions here 
('DuM not proceed without them. My Dervish and. the .Fakecr, 
who were hoth much more alarmed at my illness than myself, 
urged me by all means to await here the result of their juining 
us, that I might in the mean time assist my recovery hy repose. 
As they spoke, however, of a station only two hours distant, and 
as the \\-·eather was nut', after the mill of yesterday, I preferred 
proceeding, if possible, CV(,1l alone, in order to he gaining some
thing, however little, un our way; ilS well <lS to try what the 
change of air and water lIlight t'tft~ct . 

Tafreejan and Yalpan arc nearly equal in liize, and the 
population of' each is less than a thousand persons; though t4eir 
appearance ,"wuld induce a stranger to make a larger estimate. 
A~ huilding land is of,no value, every house occupies a large space 
in its courts, its stallles, its gardens, &('. The buildings are mostly 
of mud; but better wrought, and neater and cleaner, than Arab 
dwe1liJJgs of people of the same elm.s. The inhahitants are all 
ill-dresscd, and are also an ill-looking people. The language 
~1>0ken among themselves is a corrupt Turkish, which my Der
vish undtrstood, and IJersian is only ustd by them to strangers. 
They are here, as jn many other of the villages through which 
we passed, such expert thieves, that a large copper washing jug, 
called Ibreah, with an ilOn hook and chain, and three or four 
smaller articles, were stolen from beneath our heads as we slept, 
in the cavern before described, without either of us being at all 
disturbed by the robbery. 

We quitted Yalpan about ten o'clock, and went .Iowly on to 
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the south-east, for I was now so weak, that the gentlcbt motion 
of the horse was painful to me. Our road was still over barren 
hills of blue slate, ami generally uncultivated ground; when after 
a tedious ride of three hours, in which we had scarcely gone 
more thnn six miles, we reached the village of Alfraoun. 

We alighted here at the house of a man known to the 
Fakeer, and were treated with great civility. In the room where 
we were received, two of his daughters were employed in making 
a carpet for sale. The woof was formed by two layers of coarse 
twine, about a quarter of an inch between the cords of each; 
the upper layer having its cordb falling into the intervals of the 
lower, so that the space was reduced to half. Large halls of 
coloured worsted were hung on a frame close hy. The cords of 
the woof were stretched by two horizontal bars, one above., and 
the other below, and the carpet itself was worked from the hottom 
upward. The girls sat before it, and heginning each toward their 
respective siue, approached, until they met ('aeh other in the 
centre, The whole pro('ess consisted in taking into the fingers 
two or thrpc threads of wor5ted, of the colours suggested by the 
fanc), of the workers, pUhsing them UlHlcrneath a ('ord of the woof. 
twistiHg them a Httlc hy the hand, to secu~e them in their Places, 
and then cutting off' the ends \\,ith a knife, leaving a length of 
perhaps half an illch from the bottom of the woof to the surface 
of the carpet. 

I continued still exceedingly in; my fever was somewhat 
abated at night, but I had yet no appetite, and was as weak as 
an infant. 

SEPT. 26th. _ We had heen put to sleep hy the Fakeer's 
friend, in the stall, with all his live sto(,k, consisting of three or 
four cows, as lIlany asses, and a large family of poultry. The air 
of such a place, wheu the door was closed, which the owner him
self did, after we had retired, to keep his animals in safety, was 
not of the purest kind; nor was there a. window, or a vent
hole of any description to relieve us. As our own horses were 

z 2 
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ohliged to stand out, we found in the morning' that the friend of 
the }'akeer had appropriated almost ull tllf'ir corn to his own 
use, for he had taken their bugs from them after Wt' had re
tired; amI a~ we were up early, he had not yet returned them 
to thdr original place. A few other artieies wefe &tolen from 
us by this host, ill the confideuce of friendship, which we could 
lIot ft-cover. 

For the la,t three days I had tasted only toasted bread and 
water. I felt now l'oOlllE' little appetite, and as there was nothing 
~implcr to he hau here, I took a little warm milk and water, with 
a little hread ill it, whieh increased my ::.trength. 

,,, c quitted Alfraoun, whic'h in ~ize and population resemble'S 
the two former vill<lges, ahout eight o'dock, and went ahout east
south-cast over cultintted grouml, and :I gt'lI€'raJly des{'elHling 
level. In an hour W(' callie to a very slIIall place, with a few gar
dell&, called Kalajck, where the people al~o !-.poke Turki .. h. We 
could now see that Alfraoun was seated at the entrance of a fine 
plain. having on the cast and north-cast thn'c or four large villages 
ill sight, whose names we could not learn. 

From hence in two hours more, sometimc-'s over bare, and 
~()mctimes over cultivated grouml, we reached the vi1lage of 
Kenlakhouro., where I founo. it neccs~ary to alight, as 1 was too 
weak to proceed further. 

We had thus been three dnys pel'f()rmin~ one ~tage of seven 
hours, chiefly from my weak !;tate, which incapacitated me from 
proceeding further, or faster, than we had done. My companions 
attributed thi:;, with c\;cry other ICf)scr evil, to the influence of 
some malidous enem)" who follu\\'ed our steps with ill-wishes. 
It was in the confiuen('e ·)f this being the cause, that the Fakeer 
deposited jn two newly made graves, which we had passed on the 
high road between Kalajek and Kerdakhourd, a few rags from off' 
his clothes, to allay the spirit of the enemy who was thought to 
persecute us. On enquiring whose ashes these graves contained, 
we were told that a pious and upright Moslem of Hamadan had 
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lately seen th{' shade of a former friend ill a dream, who had 
desired him, jf he feared God. and wi..,hed to he e.'\tf'(·mcd of men, 
to go to the lonely spot which he nameu, and ('r(;ct there two 
decent tolUh~, a..~ the hodie.., of two devout mell Jay murdered 
there. alld their souls could not have rest until the ritc:-, of s('Jlul
ture were givcu them, Thi~ was au affair of a few wt'ek:-, back 
only; and whil(' the stury gave :-,tl'l'llgth to the hclit·f of an evil 
influcll('c hcill~ c::'\.t:'l'l'i.':>eu a~ajnst u:-., the Fakecr having placwd 
some of his rap;~ 0)) the grave was thought loiuffkicnt to do away 
the charm, so that the rct.t of our way ·wa~ promised U b to be more 
auspIcIOUS. 

Kerdakhouru off(~r('tl nothillg of novelty in its appeara;lCe, 
bting a widely :-'J1rl·ad village of mud-dwellings, w~th mallY gar
dens, poplar trees, had water. uud ahundance of good g:rapc~. Our 
accommodation there \\as as humble as before, partakiJlg of the 
same staBs with ollr animah-.. 

81:.1'1'. Q7th.-\Yc ~('t out from our station with the risi ll~ sun, 
as I had slept well, and fell IIlUdl loitrongl'1' than un t.he prel't'uing 
day. Tht:' morning was l'old, howl'\Cr, to a most painful degree, 
and though my h>gs were hound round with thiek and ('oarse 
woollen in several fold~, and 1 wa~ \varllll> dad ahovc, with two 
large cloaks over all, it was ncvl'rthc1t's:-. not until the ~un had 
risen three full hours, that the t('mperature of the ail' would admit 
of my throwillg off' one of these heavy garmellts. My cumpanions, 
too, were muffled up in bags and caqwt~, and seemed to !::rlffh 
still more from the cold than myself 

Soon after our dt'parture, we could perceive that Kcrdakhourd 
was seated at the commencement of an exteusive plain, runlling to 
the south-east, between two high ranges of blue slate hills, watered 
by a small stream in its centre, and studded with numerous vil
lages. The whole of this tract is called Melyer, and i, generally 
well-<:ultivated, and well peopled throughout its whole extent., 
which is about twenty miles lung, and seven or eight broad. 

In two hours after our leaving Kerdakhourd, we had opposite 



174 FROM HAMADAN 

to US, on the left of our road, and distant two or three miles, a 
large castlt" seated high on an artificial mound, and now contain
ing within it a peopled village. It is called Khullet Mohammed 
Bek-Tahavildar, and is probably a modern work, though we could 
obtain no accurate information a~ to its age. 

There were a number of villageR distinguishable from afar, by 
their gardens and poplar trees, and some ev{'n near the roau, but 
of these we learncd only the name of one on the right, called 
Nazijun! which we palSsed about two hours after being opposite to 
the castle before named. 

The ~tf(la)n, which ran through the ccntre of the plain, flowed 
to the north-west, so that we wert' again raising our level. Its 
waters were highly tran sparent, but its beu WU 1o; chokeu hy long 
grassy weeds, and the water itself exceedingly bitter and disa
greeahle to the taste. 

About 110011 we entered the large village of Khcruoo, which is 
the usual halt of caravans: hut as the next stage wa.:; said to be 
only four houTs, amI I had continued to gain strength, and to lose 
my fever as we went along, we made only an halt of an hour 
here to repose a little, and then pushed 011 to regain our lost 

time. 
At Kherdoo the ~tream is larger than before, hut its water~ 

were still of a had taste. 'Ve noted ut this place a rude bridge 
formed of the trunks of poplars, supported hy upright posts. 
Separate portions of the town arc enclosed by walls, and the 
houses are large cnough to contain all the conveniences which 
the people desire. 

From Kheruoo \H' set out again before El Assr, and going 
still east by south along the plain, with the ~tream of water on 
our right, we passed, in ahout two hours, a large village seated 
amidst gardens, Imt as it lay a little 0/1' the main roud, we did 
not learn its name. The district from here onward is called 
Charrah. 

Two other hours on the same course brought us to Giaour-
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Se, a name given to a cluster of villages with their fidds and 
gardens, in one of which we noted all old high mound that had 
probably been the site of some ancient <.:astle, amI originally 
given the place its present name. ,V c found thl> people hert' 
more than usually inquil:iitive, aud far more illlpcrtincllt in their 
repItes tllan we hac! yet experienced on till' road. A small ca
ravan of ZUWaIEl, or Pilgrims, going to the tombs of Imam Ali, 
and J ma1l1 H uss('in, had halted here DU their way from Kashan, 
from whi<:h thl'y had becn :-;ix days on tilt.;,ir juurney, and they 
mauc to us the same ('om plaint of the unusual im:ivilityof the 
people of Giaour-Se. 

In the course of the day, thou:th travelling through a plain 
covered with eXl'clleut soil, abounding ill "ilIagl·s. population, 
and ('attIc, we had met 110t less than tifty iamilies, in <.litterent 
parties, {'migrating from their homes, 011 ac('oullt of' want, and 
going towards lIamadan and KCl'lllalishah to sl'ek a subsistence. 
Some of tl)('sc wen: ill Ii strite of great apparent wretchedness, 
and am()n~ the1l1 were little naked infants of three or f'Jur years 
old, wHlking along, barefoot with the l'('st, on a stOIlY road. The 
cooking llten:-.il!"i amI bedding, which c01llJlrist'd all tlH:,il' m.ove
ables, wcre divided .nnong the llwmuers of the family, whih· the 
husband and the u'if'e carried cach a young child or two at their 
backs. }'ro1l1 ~encral report it appeared, that for the last three 
years there had been a deficiency of rain in this part of l)ersia, 
called lrak-Ajam, extending from !spahan to Kermunshah; and 
that in the centra} part of this space, about Goolpyegan, there 
had been absolutely 1I0ne; so that all the productions of the 
earth had been retarded, and every necessary of life wali at a 
price beyond the reach of the poor. The parched and dry state 
of the soil in the parts we had traversed hau been constantly 
remarked by us, as well as the anxiety with which the peasants 
looked to~ards the approaching season of the rains. The flocks 
had not diminished, as they had found sufficient browzing on the 
mountains, nor were the fruits delicient, as the gardens were all 
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watered by little r";)Mets ; hut still no supplies of water could be 
drawn for their n~+i('ulture. Gralq )fas now more than tenfold 
the price it hore dUN' years ~ince; ,ibout a pound alHI u quarter 
English of wh('at costing half a rupee, or fiftcPll-pence sterling! 
W e oursl'!vl'S felt th e daily expenditure fur our horses and our 
own food to be increasingly heavy: a." frOlll Bagdad to Kennanshah, 
four rupees a day ('overed an our expenses ; from thence to 
Hamadan, with an additional horse aml man, seven rupees weTe 

barely suffkient; am1 now we found less than half a rupee to 
remain out of ten. which had been set apart fnl' the service of 
the day. The largt'r portion of this mOIH'Y was required for 
corn and hread: for bc>siucs this, a little fruit through the day, 
and some hoilpu rice and hutter, or riel' ami milk, at sunset, 
satisfied all our wants. 'Vt' were thus expl'lHling lH~arly as much 
mOHt'), as the sa llW numher of persolls might travel comfort
ably for in England, and had not more thall the barest neces
saries to sustain life for such a sum. 

SEI'T. 2Hth.-We (luitt("d Giaour-S(", muffl ed up in hags and 
blankets, to prote(·t ourselves against the coM, and envied the pea
sants their warm sheep-skin coats and jackets, without being able 
to purchase om', as my purse seemeu likely to he emptied, hy the 
demand 011 it for food, long hef()n~ we slwuld reaeh our journey's 
end, evell with the lIlost rigid ecollo1l1 Y. Our ('ourst' from hence 
lay IIcarly south, through a cOlltinuutioll of the saint' plain as we 
had passed (lyc!, yesterday, w:ttered by tIl{' same stream coming 
from the fooouthward, and equally ahounding in good soil, many 
villa~('s, anll vt:'ruant gardclls. The high hlue slate mountains on 
each side of lI S began now to approach t'ach other, so that the 
plain was ~rowing pro~~re1>isivel y narrower; and aftt.·r going about 
four hours south , wt:' ('alHC' to it!S t ermillation, which was formed 
hy the ends of the two lilies of hills meeting each other in a 
semicircle. 

From hence we went up cast over a steep but low hill, .which 
forms the pass into another plain, and terminates the district of 
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Tcharrah. From the 'top of this hill, we went down about cast
south-east, over a gentle ~<lj1e; and following the winding of the 
road to south-east and south, we <came, in about two hours mon', 
to the village of Kuddumgah, wh~re we alightpd. 

The plain, in which this is ~ated, is Bearly of a cirt'ular form, 
and from seven tn ,eight nliles in dianwter, surrounded generally 
by mountains of slate, fl'om one thousand to fifteeTl hundred lect 
in elevation f.rom their ha~e, ami :-iOlllC of the highcbt summitJo. 
perhaps two thou~alld. III thl' plain art! dght or tell large vil
lages, with gardens, the name~ of whi('h we did not learn, hut 
Kuddumgah is the only one tllat raIl> 111 the linp of the public· 
road. There is here a stream of' less iJittel' water thnll we had 
drunk for many days past, and ~()me few huvels near it for the 
shelter of passenp,ers. hut of' the most humble kind. 

SEPT. 29th.-It had frozeu hard during the night, and we had 
found it neces.sary to keep up a blazing fire for ourselves alld 
hor.ses, who felt equally with us tht' unexpected severity of'the 
weather. 'Vt' therefore .suffered the ~un to lie a full hour high 
before we departed, and even then we ~hrullk withill our cloaki!> 
for warmth. 

On leaving Kuddumgah, we went u1> east-south-t'a.st over the 
side of a bloping land, having high hills I;('ar U~ on OHt left, am) 
many villages and gardens in the plain on our right. After tra
velling fOT three hours on this course, we reached the large village 
of Hufta, whose dwellings are secured withiu a castellated cn· 
ciOlmre of a better kind than any we had yet seen, and whm.l' 
gardens are more exten~ive and more produt'tive than most 
others which we had passed. It is here that the road from Ker
manshah and Hamadan to Ispahan joins, amI continues th(' same 
all the way beyond this. As we met here a ('aravan from the last 
place, making its halt, we 8tayed to exchange the W!Ws of the 
way, an1 in the mean time regaled ourselves from the gardens 
of Hufta ",ith some of the finest-flavuured peaches that we hall 
yet found in .11 Persia. 

Q A 
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From hence we turned up to a broad pas~ between two hills, 
keeping south-easter)y for three hours more, over a constant but 
slow ascent. On etleh side of us. at the distance of only two or 
three milc!;, were mountains of blue slate, some of them two 
hundred feet high, and. like all the rest we had yet seen, entirely 
destitute of wood. The soil was here of richer quality than 
before; and through our whole ride of three hours, we found the 
peasants employed in ploughing with oxen in pairs, hoeing weeds 
by a hOt' similar to our own, and scattering the sped by hand, 
without attcrwaros harrowing it into the earth, by which mean:.. 
flocks of wild pigeons, as in E~ypt and Syria, robbed the hus
bandman of half his labours. 

After passing It small cluster of huts with little water and no 
gardens, called Allimahad, we came, in half an hour mort', to the 
poor village of Koramabad, where we halted for the night. 

l·'rom tlle hill which terminates the district of 'l'charrah to 
thiJ:O place, the whole of the territory is calleu KeZ1.Rz. and here 
this district ends. 

SJo:l'T. SOth.-This small village of Koramahad, which consists 
of about thirty or forty huts, 'was so destitute of t'very thing but 
bread and. water, that we were compelled to make this our only 
tare. A vigilant Jook-out was nc('('ssary also to prevent the pil
fering of' the inhahitants, a. ... they made two or three si1ent at
tempts to steal in upon ul'; unobserved during the nigh4 but 
without succeeding. 

We quitted this place' soon after sunrise, and going up south
east by soutll, over a C'ontinuation of the a.s(~ent of yesterday, with 
hill~ do:-.e to lIS on each side, we soon opened the view of a wide 
plain, terminat~d by distant mountains, and entered into the dis
trict of Kemmf'ra, )\' e still met sevC'ral troops of fami1ies re
moving to the westward. in (~ons('qu€'n('e of scarcity, as well 8..;; 

parties both of the living and the dead, on their way to the tomb 
of Imam Ali, at Kerbela. 

From the top of the slope, which extended nearly an hour's 
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journey beyond Koramabad, we began to descend, coming in half 
an hour to the small village of Sanky Sookhta, which con:;ist.cd of 
a few huts, enclosed by a mud wall. 

About an hour b~yond this, we had opposite to us, 011 the 
right, a neat little village, cal1ed Chartack, seated at the foot of 
the hills, at the di:-;tance of' a mile from the high road, and in
habited by Christians, of the Armenian sect; though. in all other 
respects, of dress, Jangunge. manners, &('. they werc the same 81S 

their Moslem neighbours. 
Our courl-ic now became south-east, over a good roao, with cul

tivated land on each side of us; and here we wcrc a('costcd by 
three men looking out from it pit, over 'which a rag~ed piece of 
tent-doth was raised. They demanded of us a toll, sayitl~ they 
were stationed there hy the Governmellt to keep the road dear of 
robbers, showing u.s their muskets at .the same time; hut as we 
suspected that they were themselves had character~, U~iBg- this 
plea as a decoy, we answt'red their tlemauu in a tOlle of' defiance, 
and eoutinued steadily 011 our way. 

It was nearl,v three' hours from hence, and aftt'r we had passed 
several ui:staut villages 011 our righl, that we halted to drink at a 
smail place called Elia-abad, peopled by Armenian Christians, 
Though ' the rains hau fuiletl here, as w~ll as in all the other 
part...;; of the country, the industrious population had distributed 
the water of' several little rivulet. ... among theil ~roullds; and we 
saw, for the first time, the young corn of the secout! crop above 
ground, the soil being laid out in oblong beds, with bordering 
ridges to confine the water on them, as in garden lands, 

:From hence, in about nn hour and a half, we pas:scd through a 
ruined village, in which was a saint's tomb. The place was called 
Mohammedabad, but not more than twenty of its uweHings were 
inhabited. In less than two hours more, on a winding course of 
from eait to south-east, we entered Khomeill, where we made our 
hait at a khan, as incommodious as most of the smaller ones 8~ 
tioned in the way. Through the latter part of our ride there had 

~ A Q 
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been a visible improvement in the state of agriculture and general 
industry, T(>sultlJlg from the greater activity of the Jlcople alone 
as the soil was the ~au1t', and the water not mort! abundant than 
befoTe. In tIle lleighhourhood of' KhoJlwin, which was a large 
village scuted amidst ~ardeBs. we saw ploughed land sown with 
grain and smoothly harrowed, extensive fields of cotton, and parr 
tions of the soil appropriated to other productions. 

The village of Khomein occupies a great extent of ground, 
tlloUgh its population does not much ex('eed two thousand souls. 
The Sheik, or civil governor, for there are no military in any of 
these villages, has a large and good house, with gardells attached 
to it. Theft' were in this man's service three RussiulIS, who had 
heen takell prisoners in the last war; aud, ~vith a number of 
others, were thl:'n distributed over different parts of the country, 
to prevent their being an expense to the statc. Two of these 
young lI1eIl , ('al1in~ at th(· khan to know what strangers had 
arrived, soon became on an intimate footing with Ismael, to whom 
they told thcir story. Thry wort.' the Pcrsian dress, spoke the 
Persiun language, and expressed no dissatisfaction at their present 
state, or a wish to return home ~ though we, as Arabs, sympathized 
with them hufficiently , to induce such u confession, if the feeling 
itself f'x isted. Thl'se young nwn were botll shaved, and wore 
mustachios : __ ~o g('neral is tlll;-' wearing of the heard among all 
classes of Persians, that the.,;e were the only two persons we had 
noted without that appeudage sill('c our entering the COUll try. 

(kT. 1st --On leaving Khom£'ill, we went up south-east by 
south over a steep hill: and ('ontinued ascending for three full hours, 
befon> we ga.im·d the summit (Jf the range over which we had to 
pass. We weltered our horses Ill'ar the top, and met at the spring 
there a numerous tr(,t)p of Pl'l'Siall horse-soldiers, from the dis
trict of Bactiar, on the w{'st of Goolpyegan, two days' journeys, 
and in the mountains of Lauristan. They were leaving the service 
of different chiefs there, and going to seek new employment un
der the Shah Zade at Melyer, and his brother the prince, at Ker
manshah. 
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At the top of the dividing range of hill,. the distrid of Kem
mera ends! and that of Goolpyegan begins, it" fine plain, ('overed 
with dwelliugs and gardens, IwillP: now full in view befon' us· 
About half-way down the hill, we passed a ruined endosure of build
ings, where there are stationed some agents of the Government, to 
collect the dues on merchandise passing this way, who suffered 
us to prnceed in peace, as we were hut lightly ladt>ll. On l'ntering 
the plain. and ~tilJ keeping the same <:ourse, we (.'rossed the grn
velly bed of a stream, now dry, by a lofty hridge of three arc-bes. 
In the spring, a large hody of wat~l' comes from a mou1Itain 
called Badian, a few hours to the south-w(~st of this, and tills this 
bed, going north-ea!-lt through the plain, aml lll'al'ing tlll name of 
the mountain in which it has its sourCl'. 

Soon after noon we enterC"d tIll' town of GoolpYl·gan, having 
heen travelling for ahout six houTR on a COUTS(' of !-Iouth-l'ast by 
south; and from the nature of our road, which was almnst all 
mountainous, we had gone perhaps a distance, in a straight line, of 
from twelve to fifteen miles. The dlicf' pt'('uliaritie,s which struck 
us, on our approach to ' the town, Wl!rt, two toll'rable dOlllt'S, and a 
solitary minaret, in difieTl'nt part!-l of it; hut this la!-lt, poor as it 
was, was the more remarkable, as it WR."i the only one we had yet 
seen in ]>ersia. 

The history of Goolpyegan, a.s I'cltlted to UI-I hy one of the 
Mollahs, who came to bid us the I' Kosh Amadl!f'd;' 01' welcome, 
in our khan, was thus detailed. In the days of the Prophet, 
there was a large city here called Nussway, whose inhahitant::: 
were all worshippers of fire. Imam Ali, and his son Hassan, 
marching against it, took the place of the lIlfidels by the edge of 
the sword. .o\s the city, though already a celebrat<~d one, was still 
rising in extent and consequence, a great part of its population 
was employed in making bricks and mortar, and erecting edifi
ces; but such was the consternation occasioned by the approach 
of the victorious Imam and his son, that the labourers fled in all 
directions, without staying to wash away the dirt accumulated in 
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their labours. It wa.s to commemorate this instantaneous flight, 
we were told, that the old name of Nussway was changed to the 
present name of Goolpyegan, or Gelpyegan, whidl, in old Per
sian. is significant of the ev(>nt described :-Gel, being the Barne of 
mortar; pye, the name of the feet j ano gan, the cOJJ1pletiun of the 
('ompounu; which, taken altogether, means" fled away, with the 
mortar still unwashed from them:" 

In our passage through this tOWIl, I noticed several large 
blocks of hlue stoHl', with Arabic and Persian inscriptions 011 

them, in chara('ters of a ,'cry old furm, now broken nud scattered 
about j aud Hear th(· khan in which we lodged, were two rude 
statues, apparentl.Y intended for lions, as large as life, but of ~he 
worst pos~ible execution. Goolpyegall, for such is the most gene
ral way ill which the name of the place is pronoum'ed, <'ontains 
at present about twt) thou~aJlll dwdlillg.s, amI ii'om five to six 
thousand illhahitants. The people are all Shecab Moslems, and 
then' are lwither J(~w!'o. Hor Christians resident among them. 
Here are three poor mosques, a small and dirty bath, five 
khans, and several long ranges of covered streets where the bazaars 
arc held, and the chief trades carried on. A manufacture of 
coarse cotton cloth and thread also ('xlsts lu're; but no other 
articles arc produced, except for the immediate supply of the 
town jtself. The markets ilrc tolerably wen furnished with the 
necessaries of lift' at a cheap rate; but the people are in general 
extremely poor, and their town is of a corresponding appearance. 

O('T. Qnd.-We had been stared at by visitors, and questioned 
amI cross~examineu as much as if we had been a Chinese party, 
instead of persons bdieveu to be Arabs. The chief cause of 
this appeared to be, our having the hardihood to travel alone, and 
not putting ourselvps; under the protection of a caravan. It was 
sufficiently adventurous, they thought, for people of the country 
to move from oue village to another alone; but no Persian in his 
senses woulU. go further. To see, therefore, three perfect strangers 
wandering on by themselves, over such a tract of country, and in 
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.such times as these, excited a suspicion, either that our minds 
were not perfectly right, or that. our motives and intentions ill 
travelling, were not strictly pure. ,\Ve answered all their enquiric!i; 
with great patience and civility, though the most common ones, of 
" Where are you from? whither are you going?" were asked us so 
frequently, and by such insignificant persons, that it became in
sufferaLly tedious. It was in a fit of despair produced by this 
annoyance, that, thinking of Dr. 1 .... rankliD's expedient in a nearly 
similar case, I commanded Ismael to stand up, in front of our 
recess in the khan, and proclaim with a 1011(1 voice what I should 
prompt to him. He accordi~gly began :-

" He that hath ears to hear, let him hear! Now, he it knowil 
unto you, 0 brethren and fellow men, that the Radjee Abdallah
ibn-Suliman-el-Mruld, the Dervish Ismael, hi~ companion, and the 
Fakeer Zein-el-Abedecn, their servant, are, all three, true and IIp
right Moslem worshippers of one indivisible God, admitting neither 
partner nor ('ompanion ;-'-for God is great; there is no other God 
but God; and Mohammed is the Apostle of God! I say again 
unto you, 0 ye worshippers in the same faith, that we three, by 
name repeated, come from Ragdnd, and are going to lspahan, on 
bnsines. ... which the Lord best knoweth. Praised for ever be his 
name! We worship no fahH' gods; we l;ear no enmity to tht:, 
~uling powers; and we are at peace with all mankind. In the 
name of God, the Great and the Merciful, and tr1lly for the sake 
of hi~, suffer us then to repose in peace! This is all which we can 
declare of ourselves. Go ye f<;Jrth, therefore, and declare it to the 
world: but, since we owe nothing to any man, and desire only 
peace, ask henceforth no more of us, for more cannot be revealed." 

The effect whiel) this harangue produced 'was that of shame in 
some, and wonder in others j and while more than one voice 
exclaimed, " The men are possessed of devils, and are mad j" 
others replied, in my hearing, " Then it is a very sensible mad
ness; for, in truth, what have ye to do with them?" After this 
the crowd gradually dispersed. 



CHAPTER XI. 

FROM GOOLPYEGA , BY RBAMATABAD, DEHUCll AND CBAL-SEEAB, 
Co 

TO ISPADAN. 

THE sun . had risen before we quitted Goolpyegan, hich we 
did ith a large train of boys at our heel paying u e honouts 
shown to all curious strangers, by the villager of ev ry country. 
Our cour e was now nearly south-east; and 0 • • 

in which thi town is seated, we noted three large &.a·-.!!FVt 

wit hin the apace of two or three miles, on our left, 
east of it. They re aalled, eraily, 1-.u_Ul~ Jr.lee. ~l&IIlaD 
Baula, and y ; each . ng _ .. .., 21Ll"Gt* 
being encl by ud walls, . th bas . 

In a ut. a d 
had opposite to 



. . 
FROM G 8Ga\N TO ISPAHAN. ISO 

Sefeea aQd • other hour we e tered the town of Wanesh
oon. This as seated in '& valley, with a lofty hill hanging over 
it on the west. It contained about eight hundred houses, many 
gardens, and a mosque, with an octagonal and conical dome rising 
from the centre. The exterior of thi had n once ornamented 
with coloured til chiefty blue; but the outer coating having fallen 
gradually to .decay, there remained only the interior brick-work 
'with a few patches of the tiles on it. 

In two hou1'8 and a half from hence, on the e u , we 
passed a small village on the left, called Khompeach; and in three 
hours ore, going always over a monotonou . road of bare slate 
rock. barren soil, we made our halt at Rahmatabad, leaving 
the more nly frequented station of Door, in a valley to the 
nortb-north-ea&t of distant about four miles. 

This ~ Rahmatabad as said to have been originally 
a strongh of -d ODS, ho fled hither It they ere driven 
out of such human bodies as they. had haunted. The present 
inhabitants were happy, however, in the belief that those evil days 
were now passed, and that Imam Ali had effectually purged the 
place of all its former impurities. This saint is in such high 
repJ1te among the people of this country, that instead of the 
common exclamation of the Turks and Arabs: 'Ya Ullah!' 
, 0 God l' that of the Persians is wlifonnly 'Ya Ali !' '0 Ali !' 
an expr ion of continual occurrence. 

village of tabad is small, entirely without gardens, 
and holy a unall portion of cultivated land near it, though . 
i water beat we had drunk for some time. The houses, 

n a hundred in number, rise above each 
1IY1en..uo.inted hill; and the whole aspect of the , 

. as possible . 
. usly ill, having a violent 

aceom1r-ailmmtB; and free as he 
1IlJ)eJ't1Q'1OU,8 his countrymen, yet he 

ediate ~ace of ge .. 
i B 
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both good and bad. It was curious to ohserve this mall, Wht'H 
praying, as he sometimes did. for the sake of preserving: our re
put.atioll: for though it was dear that he had llO finn belief 
in the rcligioll ill whi(;h he had heel! hrought up, yet he alway::, 
saluted his guardian angels. over his shoulder, (which i:o; a part of 
the ceremollY (If Mohamllledan devotion,) 'with the greatest l'e
spect, and firmly helieved that they had a share in all the ~ood or 
evil that hefel him. Jt was thus that he roused me from a 
sound sleep before midnight, to tell me of a demon having <1is
torteu his limbs, and placed him in such a position that he could 
not him!'it'lf distinguish his hands from his feet. It. was ill vain 
I assured him that these wert· among the commoll symptoms of 
fever, and that they arose from the disordereu state of his blood. 
He di:-,bclicvcd all I :said, hut gavl' full credit to what had been 
told. him of R<lhllwlabau having been originally a scat of ue
mom., and insistt,u tllat it was Ol1(~ of th('se who had twh,ted his 
limbs into such inuescrib,lhle postures during the early P<II·t of 

the night. 
After this, no sleep was obtained by any of our party. A Inrgt' 

fil'e was kindled, and we \ ... ·aiteu patiently for daylight, as we all 
dreaded the cold too much to venture out hefore !mnrise. 

(kT. 3ru.-Whcl\ the uay was broadly opcned, we knock('d 
out the a~hc~ from our pipes, . and put a stop to tht, long &tories 
that we had each hct'll tt'llillg in his turH, over the blazing tire 
around which we sat ; umI. in half an hour after the SUII was up, 
we wpre a~aill on our way. 

Our COUI' ... c lay ahout south-eal'>t by east, over a desert and 
rucky road, until ill about two hours we came to the village (If 
Dumboo, when' we watered uur horses at a large pond in the 
middle of the 1<>\\ II, and alighted oUfsdves to drink. The place 
was small, poor, ilnti without gardens; but about a mile or two 
to the westward of it, at the foot of the hills, there was a larger 
village, called Eshen, seated among cultivation and trees. 

Two hours from hence, on a south-east course, brought us 
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to a small square enclosure of dwellings, with a largt' walled 
garden near, called Kaloo; and an hour beyond that, 011 it mllrt' 
ea~ter)y course, brought us to a similar place, with a few poplar 
trees, called Ali~,bad. 

Half an hour after this, we passed to the south of a long 
valley, with many gardens; and in less than an hour mOrt" on 
the samp course, we arrived at Dehuck, where we alighted at 
the common caraYUllsera. 

Our journC'y throughout the day had been over a ban.' road 
of desert soil, with patches of hrown slate-rock. The plaill 
around us in every direction was entirely waste, and thl' hori
zon C\,l:'f.V wh4?l'f' intercepted by hroken and \\'oodleslo) hill.s. Th .. • 
s('enery, on the wholt" re-)o,emhll~d many parts of llll' l'oa~t of 
Arabia. on the eastprn shore of the Red Sl'a ; and the J'l':"tl'm

blance was rendered the' more striking, hy our feclilJ~ tIlt.' wallt 
of water h€'Tc, and sP€'ing many hC'rds of gazelles: both of tht'st' 
pcculiarities occurring now for tJw. first time sincp our heing in 
PPfsia . 

• Just )('fore I ntC'ring Dehurk, we wert' HH:'t hy a green-tur
haned Seid, on hor:o.eba('k, armed with a lance, who stopppd 11'" to 
enquil'f" the lleW~ from Imam Hass.1.11. This man wa!>. ('mploy(,d 
on tIl(' holy errand of g{,ing round to all thl~ viUaAcs in thi~ 

quarter, stHting hi~ inteJltion to St>t 0 1lt, 011 :t fixed day, as ('hier 
of the Zuwar:o., 01' PHgrims, and inviting all who respect thp 
memory of tllt> Imam, to follow him to his tomb. A certain 
tribute is exacted, for the supposed protcction, for it IS III;! 

real, which thi~ chief of' the Zuwars affords j so that, by the 
journey, he gains from three hundred to four hundred rupees, 
and ha.~ his l'''pense~ pajd~ while to the pilgrims, wholll he leads, 
it is aH expendIture amI los~. 

Thes€' rhiE:'fs of the Zuwars are the only persons \'\ .. ho commonly 
carry spears, 01' lances, in this part of Persia: aud as mine waH 
sufficiently long to attract the notice of most of the peasants as 
we passed, I had several times lx~en taken for one of these chiefs, 

2 11 Q 
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and was more particularly so in the present instance, by the Seid 
himself, who asked me of how many my party originally con
sist~d? and what wa~ about the rough amount of my gains? to 
both of which J gave but un~atisfactory answers. 

At many of the villages ill our route from Kt!rmanshah thus far, 
we had seen stone doors used in the garden walls--heing large 
slabs of blu(' slate, of which all the hills between Hamadan and 
this <H'C cumposoo;-so placed, as to turn un a pivot, of a piece 
with itself: and bolted 011 the inside by thrusting the hand in 
through a large hole. Here, however, at Dehuck, we saw these 
stone doors u::,cd ill the dwellings of the people, SOUle of them 
of a ('oll !)iuerable size, and onc of them with the words ' Ya 
Ali' del'ply cut in good Arabic characters. The largest of these 
dours waf, one HOW lying disu~ed, before the cntran('c to a 
musque, to wltidl it might once have helougl'd. This was 
Ilt'arly ~ix fct,t !'.quart', and six inches thick, in one smooth, ~o
lid, and unfra(·tured pit'Cl'. Tht' ('otntnun size of those now 
hung- here was Jarger than of these seen in the Hauran, and at 
the Tomb!:! of 00111 Kais, in Syria; hut they were not in general 
so thick: nonc of them were well-finished, or ornamented like 
the former; but they w("re hung and closed in exactly the same 
way. The scarcity of'wood hau in hoth instances heen, no doubt, 
the principal cauSe of their use: though here, ~ecurity was cer
tainly an additional motivt', as there were now existing many 
new ru. well as old wooden doors, and a bufficient number of 
poplar tn't"s to furni&h the materials for many I11ore. 

Dehuck is seated in a dreary and narrow vallt~y, between bare 
rocky hill.. The little cultivatable land about it i. better rna·· 
naged than i~ usual in this country. We saw here, ploughing, 
harrowing, dressing with manure, turning up with the bpade and 
hoe, and other uperations of husbandry, performed as well as in 
Europe. The town contains a population of about three thousand 
inhabitants, all Mohammedans of the Sheeah sect. It has a 
mosque, and a small market-place; but all the necessaries of life 
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were still dearer than we had foulld them at any other place 
before on our way. 

OCT. 4th.-We met here a party of horsemell, conveyin~ 

from Kezzaz to lspahun a very fine lad of ditol.tinrtion, who wa~ 
going to meet his father at that dty: and, wishill~ to profit 
by their company, we Ret out with them soon aftt>r midnight. 

OUT COllrs(' was about south-cast by ea. .. t, ov('r a harren tract 
of land: and III little more thall an hour. WP passt"d hy the 
large vi1lagt> of El HhusSIlY, where, as w('1] as at 0001., a station 
we had seen from Ralnnatabad, tlwff> is .. lurJ.{c khan, like 
those between Bagdad atHl Kermanshah, hut now falling to 
ruins for wrlIlt of rE'pail'. 

We conti1lued 011 our way Hlltil dayli:;!:ht, when we alighted 
for praye r,-a ceremony. thp puhlic p(>rfortnaH('t.~ ot which is 
deemed indispensahle wh<'l1 other~ are pn.·Ne llt, thnugh ft·w, 
('ven among the Mohamllll'dans, are ~o pundual ill ob~erving it 
when quite alollt.·. 

Our road contirlU(>u to lit" over a barrt'll waste, with blut" slate 
hills on each !Sid " and was mo!;tly on the .... am(· ('OlH~l" until we 
reached a large public khan at tIl(' statioll of Clwl Sl'pah, where 
We alighted. Thi.s was one of the be:-.t huildings of tht· kiml 
that we had y(>t seen, and wa" ~till in l>X('IArl'nt orth~rJ t.hou~h the 
situation in which it standR i5. a very dreary OllL', and the small 
vil1age attached to it conNists only of a few hut s. The diNtallce 
from Dehuck to this pla('t" is aecoullted eight fursu('ks, u'ld we 
had performed it in about eight hours. We had gone, howevt'r, 
at the rate of about five miles all hour, or considerably taster 
than the common walking-pace of a man: all our company being 
lightly mount.>d, and our horses walking briskly in eompany. 
In every other instance in which th(> numlwr of fursuc'ks from 
station to station was known, we had never gone at the full rate 
of a fursuck per hour, though our pace was never less than 
four Engli.h miles. It i. true that, among the people of the 
country themselves, the distances from place to place are very 
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differently stated, a('('ordin~ to thl" time which they may have 
themselves employed in performing it, noS wpll as that there are no 
public marks or po~ts by which the Teal t'xtent of th(· f'ursuck can 
')(' determined; hut all confess that caravan." e"en of mules and 
asses do not ~o a fursuck pel' hour, I1JJ(J that it requires, a brisk 
walking-pace of <l Jight horseman to accomplish it; so that the 
Persian furslick is certainly ~reater than the En~1ish league, and 
equal, I should ('olH'eive, to fonT English miles at least. 

Vie saw 1I0 cultivation during all our last day's route: 
nothing hut baJ'l'C'1I plains, and rugged hills and mountains hound
ing them in every direction, without a tret' or a hush of any descrip
tion. W e had 110 water throu~hollt ,,11 the \\,<ly. not even so much 
as a small pool or rill: and hoth the wdls of tlu' station we had last 
quitted, and oftlwt to which we Iwdjust arrived, 'were brackish and 
disagn'eahle in th(' extre1lle'. Tlw scareity ami bad quality of 
the water, all the Wily from Kerman~hah to this place, had heen 
often felt h) Its: thl' latter !mlpeu was a serinws evil, as it mate
riallyaffeeteu our health, sincc we had no othcr heverage, and 
n{'illlC'1" ('om,,, 1I0r any otlwr corrective, f;'xeept now llud then a 
little hUfnt hread t(l W;(' ill it. The water of the Kara Soo is 
so sUJWrinl' to all othl'TS of' which we had yet tasted in Persia, 
that it was easy to 'conceive why the allcient lIlollare'hs of the 
country ~ave to tIl(> Choaspes the distillguished preterellc(~ whic'li 
they dill, ill carrying it~ water with thCl1I ('veil on their distant 
expedition .. 

O( '1', !ith.-TJ](· young lad, with who!:ic party we had come the 
last oay 's stage, had cviuently hCC"ll brought up with extraoroinary 
teJJclenl('~s, and was treated with corrC"sponding' respect hy his ser
vants, who gratified all his momentary whi1llf.. without a murmur, 
He was now so fatigued by a journey of two or thref' dnys, though 
he rode UpOtl a pilluw('d saddle, that lle was unable to go further 
without a day's halt, As he professed himself to be extremely 
pleased with our company, and was charmed beyond description· 
by the long stories with whith 1 amused him on the road, re-
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specting the Infidels in Inuia, where 1 pl'ot'c:s~('d to have been, he 
begged of U8 to retard our jourllt',Y a day for hi~ ~akt:, and pro
mised to tukl' me to his father, who was a ~l'cat Ilian at bpahan. 
and who, he was surc, would b(' delighted at the frielldship his son 
had formed for me: on whidl groulld he iIl~isted UP(ll} my be
coming his guest, ami rt'lllaining with him fur it mOJlth or two 
<It least. 1 urged the impOl'tall('{' of Ill)' g<.,ttillg to Bu~hir(' within 
a :-.tatcd tilla', ;:t:, the route from thcllcc further Oil wa:, hy &t'a : at 

which tll(~ youth cxpre:-.sed l!,'J'(.'at alanll, alld t'lItn.'utcu lilt.." 101' hi:-. 
sake, as well Ul, that of lll) fitthl'l' ami lliothel', 1H.'\'el' to trust 
myself upon ~o dallgerou ..... all l'1(,1llt'1It. Ill:' told me till' JlaHlt· of 
his father, A'isad LJllah Khall, with thc place uf hi'i 1't..' . ..,idl'll(:e iJJ 
Ispahall ; begging mt~ 1I0t to omit I.:ulling to :-.t'(' hilll 011 tlw mor
row, wlIt'n he hOJl('u to arrive aftt,), us, as the first thing lit" :-.huultl 
have to teU his f~ltllt..'l' would be of the kind-hearted i-Iatljcc from 
Egy}lt, whom he had. met OB the road. J promist'u him to uo 
this, though, at the tilllt." without. the intelltioll of kt~t'Jlillg my 
wonl! a.s it would l('ad perhaps to a train of <:irclIlllbiallce:-. which 
might much ('ml'ilrrass TIlt'; anu, \dwtlH'r there wa~ all)' thing in 
Illy looks 01' belw., ioul' at til(' III ollH'1lt, which hetrayed Illy dis
position or not, the youth :-.uspt'd('il that 1 was prollli~ing what 
I should not perform, ,l.lld ahsohlh·ly wt..'prat ollr partlllg, sayin~, 
it was more thall likely that I :-.hould Iwvt:'r thillk of him again. 
I was Hot (tuite unmoved at thi:s unaCCOUlltl.lhll' degree of :-,clI~i
bility towards so perfet·t a stranger as 11l)Sl'lt~ all(I kllt',\· lIot what 
cOllstruction I ought to place Oil such all ill('idellt, or how I ought 
to 3('t on such an occasioll. The Dervish hmael, a~ well a:-. the 
Fakeer Zeiu-el-Abedecll, my constant compallion~, were }w\\'ever 

still more aHpcted than Illysdfi amI as tu thc former, his SYIll
path~es alld rt't..'ul1ectiol1s were so powerfully callt'd forth, that he 
was m\)ved even to tears, aud exclaillled-' Every word fi'om 
lris divine lips was like a dagger ill Illy heart.' 

This was a moonlight scellt', SOOIl after miduight,-thc hour 
which we had fixed for setting out; and though I sang some 
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fragments ot Arah songs by the way, and was as light-I"iarted 
and disposed to tan. as usual, yet °1 could "'('arcely g~t a word from 
either of my musing companions. 

We went from the khan of Chal Seeah in a south-east by 
east direction, along a barren road, having a wide plain on our 
left, bounded by a distant and even" range of mountains, faintly 
seen by tilt" light of the moon: and on our right, a succession of 
steep, ragged, and detached . Iate hills, following each other close 
to, and in the direction of the road. \\' e neither saw a dwelling, 
nor heard the sound of' any living ht"illg for nearly five hours, 
when we passed on our left the little vil1age of Nou~hirwan, with 
an apparently new and exceedingly neat khan. }~rom hence we 
came on cu1tivatl~d ~round, with watcr and tret.'5, and the lIa) 
promised to exhibit to us an improved ~('ent'r'y. The openillg of 
the mornillg- wa~ one of" the most beautiful I ever remember to 

have witneRsed: while the pale hlue light of the moon wal:l yet 
visible in the west, after her sinking below the horizon, the 
eastern sky was already warmed with the young pink blush of the 
sun's approach. at the s.allle time that the zenith :showed a deep 
azure ('anopy. ~tuddcd with the briHiant retinue of the Pleiades, 
AJ.debaran, Orion's Belt, and Jupiter, in one lengthened traiu, 
heaming in full tnerid~an splendour. 

We had now 011 cad} !-.ide of nUl" road corn-fields of til(' third 
crop during the pre.':>cnt year: .... ome in aJl th(' fh'sh gret'JI of earJ)' 
sp~ing, and others in th(' mellower maturity of autumn, with gar
dens and tTt'Ph in gTt'at variety alld ahumlance, all watered by 
numerOUR canals leading in every direction. 

The ruined oubkirts of bpahan already began to appear, and 
presented a lflf'laucllOly pi(·ture of d('sertion and devastation. 
Long streets, and large buildings, the interior of which preserved 
all their original frc.:;;hness, !'lome indeed seeming to have been 
r-.carcely ev<,r inhabited, were now abandoned to utter desolation, 
and were the haunts only of the solitary raven. 

We went for nearly two hours through a succession of this 
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ruined s~enery, which could not'be witnessed without exciting the 
most powerful emotions of melancholy. The rising sun preserited 
us, however, a fine and extensive landscape, as its raY.!f'giided the 
enchanting picture of the plain of Ispahan, with its mountain 
boundaries, and the world {)f interE'sting objects which they cn. 
closed. thus powerfully ('ontrasting the permanent beauties of 
nature with the more ulI!'tahle works of man. 

Among the peculiar ()~iects which attracted my lIotice were 
a number of large circular towers, sloping a littl(· upwards from 
the base, and finished with ornamented tops, in a style very dif
ferent from Saracen works, ri~ing ill the centre of gardens, and 
s('eming like so many castles. Th('~e! I learnt, were edificE'S erected 
for the resort of pj~COJlS, who were suffered to feed on the grain, 
the melons, and the fruits in the neighbourhood, and retire to 
these towers to roost. The intt"rior of the:.;e buildings, as I my~dr 
saw, contained some hun~reds of s .... parate ('('>lIs for the birds; and 
I W8'" assured that they were cleaned out every tell or twelve 
days, and the dirt carefully preserved a~ manure for particular 
fruit:" when the t'attest of the birds were taken away for !:-.ale, the 
eg:gs <llld yuung carefully itttcmIed to, amI tilt" whoh~ mUllagt:u 
with great putH'tu,tiity and ~kill. The"ic establi"ihments are all 
private property, and belong to the owners of th(, grounds neal': 
and the occupation is found to ht" an excct>uingly lucrative one, 
though there are a great number of these e~tabli:;hmt'nts ill the 
neighbourhood of each other. 

We found the road near the city covered with asses, which werc 
laden with the dirt· of the highway, gathered up by scavengers 
for the use of the gardens near, so that manure is of more than 
usual value helt·; and indeed, where three ('l'OPR of grain are 
grown yearly-a succession of spring, summer, 3UtU1I1II, and winter 
fruits k(:pt up_and where the pasture of flo(,ks is so wen attended 
to, that t.hey bring forth their young twice in the year, and pro.
duce milk, butter, and cheese, at all seasons-a constant supply 
of manure and water must be indispensable. 

2 ,. 
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The gate by which we entered the pre.ent restricted city 
of Ispahan wa.~ of very mean appearance, exceedingly smal1, and 
its pas8age-oh~tructed by trains of camels of nearly the same kind 
and size as the Arabian ones. There was also gr~at poverty in 
the aspect of the few first street. through which we passed, though 
the space of wall bf"tween th t" shops was whitewashed, and paint
ed with the most grotesque tigures_ in combat, in the chase, at 
athletic games, &c.-all very gaudily coloured and badly drawn. 
After a few winding passages, we carne at length to some noble 
ranges of balaRrs, wider, more lofty, and better lighted than 
any similar places that I had seen, and where the shops were 
larger and better furnished than those either of Cairo or Da
mascus. 

We met here a funeral procession, whicq. Wah not of the ordi. 
nary Moslem .ppearance; and indeed I at first thoug\jt it to have 
been a Christian one, until assured ot: the contrary. )R front of 
the train came eight or ten persons bearing ptlrticoloured flags 
over their shoulders, and chanting hymns: next followed an 
equal number carrying large wax tapers lighted; and to thae 
succeeded the corpse, borne in a close palanquin, with dpuble 
poles, or .hafts, on the shoulders of men. The friends of the do.. 
ceased followed this in pairlS; and a crowd of spectators of both 

• 
~exes closed thc procession. These rites are peculiar to the 
Sheeahs, and arc held in abomination by the Soonnees; though 
they are 'sometimes, as I was toid, practised at Imam Moosa, and 
other Persian quarters of Bagd~d, where the Sheeahs are in suffi
cient nutT\bers tQ defend themselves from the !nsults of their 
Soonnee master., if they should be attacked. 

We found, after :;ome enquiry, a halt of comparative privacy 
in the khan Mohur Dar Koosh, where there were hut few tr ... 
vellers, and these chiefly Bagdad merchants. ~ In this we 0b-
tained an upper chamber, and 800n made ourselves at,. ease. . 

Retired .. we had hoped to have been: our room wa. soon 
crowded with visitors and enquirers, more particularly from th_ 
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Arab merchants, who were waiting with impatience for news froUl 
Bagdad, before they set out on their return thither. Tills, though 
a sufficient evil at a moment of great fatigue, and on the first arl'l 
val as a stranger in a large city, led to the most agreeable results. 
In the course of tho,e enquiries, which we were justly entitled tu 
make in our turn, we learnt that there was an Englishman !lalting 
here on his way to Tabreez. As soon, therefore, as our host of 
Persian and Arab vIsitor~ had dispersed, I dispatched a note to 
this gentleman, wbose name I did not yet know, ~tating my arrival 
here, and desiring to learn how far it would. be congenial" ith hi~ 
own wishes to promote an interview. An answer was speedily 
returned, sayillg that Mr. Armstrong would w«it upon us in per
SOll, accompanied hy hii:> friend, Assad Ullah Khan ;. and in less than 
half an hour they call1f,.attcndetl, by a .!tite of ;ervants, to 'Visit u; 
in our huml>le quarters .. 1\'1;. Armstrong was an elderly person, 
who had he&l1 long ~ettled..in IndIa as a builder and general di
rector of artificers' work, and had tor th~ last seven years been 
employed by the Prince Abbas Mirza, at Tabreez in the establish
ment of' an arsenal there, the founding of cannOll, equipping them, 
alld ~;etting on foot a-variety of useful work~ of a military kmd 
His co;'partion, As..all Ullah Khan; the. Topjee Bashee, or chief 
of the artillery, attached to the King's establishment at Tehe
raun, ",a!'l the father of the young lad Mohammed Ali, whom we 
had met on the road, and who wJlS in hourly expectation of the 
arrival of his son. Our meetitlg .. was warm and cordJal ; -and after 
the first enq1Jiries 'were answered, it was in~isted on, that I should 
come and parta.ke of their quarter .. at one of ~he old.palaees of 
Shah Abbas, whIch had becn assigne! to them by the Government 
during their ota> here. 
. The visit of a Frank, attended l1y a Khq,n and his servant, to a 

bpmble Arab in"a public caravanser~ raised, as was natural, a 
thousand coajectures; but on its ~~ing studiollsly cir?ulated that 
tbis Frank was an Englishman, who might at some former period 
lfave re<:eived attentions from the Hadjee, which he had the 

2 c 2 
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3eT. 6th.-'1'he ancient bath of the celebrated Shah Abbas 
the Great was prepared for us by express order from As""d Ullah 
Khan ; and his) Dung son, who had arriv.~d on the preceding 
evening, overjoyed to find me already a' guest of his father's. 
joined our party the~. All strangers were excluded j the cisterm 
were filled ,,1th clean water, the bath had been well washed ami 
highly heated, and great pains had bl>en taken to render it as per
fect as the fashion of Pcrsia would admit. The style of this bath, 
which fonned a part of the palace in whirh,"Ive lived, and was 
induded within its waBs, was ~imilar to the one before described 
at Kermanshah, except that it was larger, and more richly orna
mented. The same general cleanliness in the ourer and inner 
divisions, the same arrangement of' tht· cold fountains and hot 
ci~terns, and the sanlt" process' in the washing, &c. practised by the 
attendants, was seen here as at the plac'e mentioned. The same 
deficiencies too w{'re also observable: the servants of the bath • 
knew nothing o,,"the nrt of moulding the fimbs and muscles; the 
visitor was led c..Li.redly from the hot room into the cold, with no 
other ('overing than two \anall <,oarSf; blue-checked towels, and his 
feet suddenly chilled by walking on a cold stone pavement,· with
out slippers o~ pattehs of any kind j no bed was made for his 
repose on coming out; no person call1t' to dry his body by f.(entle 
pressurr, antI a change of clothes, or to warm l~is feet- by fridion 
on the sole; and though kaleool1s were served, there was neither 
coffee nor sherbet to recruit the exhausted fl.uid. All this, how
ever, was afwr the best fashion of the country, and it WQuid have 
been ,rudem'ss to complain. With all its defects, it wa. produe
tiv,' of wc'come refreshment and' pleasure after a' long je.J1rney, 
and we w~re .therefore content. After dressing in haste, ..... re
turned to our own aPlirtments, where a sumptuolUl breaiU"at was 
prepared for us, of wfiich we all p"rtook. 

Information of the arrival of an Englisil trav.UeT ha:yil.lg been 
c~nveyed to Hadjee Mc;>hammed Hussein Khan, the Nizam-el 
Dowla, or ·present Governor of the city, we received from him; ai 
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noon, a deputation, who waited on me with congratulations on my 
safe arrival, an offer of all the services which it was in the power 
of the Government to grant, and an expression of regret that a 
messenger had not preceded me with news of my coming, that] 
might have been met heyond the city by aft escort, and all the· 
proper honours due to a subject of so di.stinguished a nation as 
England. Not.hing could t:xceed the respect which was t;hown me, 
or the politeness of the manner ill which it was expressed. 1 
was assured that b~t for nn indisposition of the Governor, which 
had confined him for several weeks to his house, he would have 
waited on me himself in person j and I was desired therefore to 
consider this party, which consisted of five of the most distin
guished Khans of the city, and a large retinue of servants, as a 
visit of the Governor hiuu;df. 

I was quite at a loss to account for SO much distiuction being 
shown to a humble illdivi9.ual like myself, desirous too, as I was, 
of passing through the country unknown, and lIaving therefore 
avoided every step which might draw me into llQ,tice. Mr. Arm
strong, however, explained it, by saying t"hat letters had reached 
both this place and Shiraz, announcing the intended visit of an 
English. gentleman to both these cities, in the course of his jour
ney to India, which letters, he sai~ came officially from the British 
mission at Tab-reez, and requested that evel), attention might be 
paid to him. As I was personaUy unknown to any of the gentle
men who composed the embassy at Tabreez, and as they had de
scribed the person in question to be a traveller desirous only of 
amassing information, and observing the manners of the countries 
throu~ which he had to: pass, it appeared probable to me either 
that this letter of announcement had reference to eome other 
person, or that I was indebted to Mr. Rich of' Bagdad for this 
kind ex~rtiol) U, render my jOUl'ney agreeable. 

The remainder of the day was passed in receiving the visits 
of other Persons of inferior importance, such as a deputation from 
·tlie Armenians at'Julfa, amI. individualS attached to the English 
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nation hy former srrvic("s or benenh.; after which we dined to~('

thf>r at a latC' huur, and clo,"cd a day of mudl pleasur('. 
OCT. 7th.-At the early hour of sunrise, hor.\,C''i were saddled for 

all our party; and Assad lJIluh Khan, with his son and some of 
their frit'Jl(ls. who wer(' wdl acquaintt"u with the prmdpal objects 
of ('urio!-.ity ahout til(' cit). wen' deputC'u to be our companions 
amI ~uide~ for the morning ex('ursion. They were desirous of 
taking u~ at ()]let' to SOlJ1e of the spl('ndid palaces of the ancient 
king::--; hut a!-. all wa!-. submitted to my direction, I proposed ano
th(~r line of march. 

hpahan is thought hy Major ReJlnell to 11(' one of the plaet"):. 
to which tllP .Jews werC' carripu in tlwir fir~t ('aptivity, when the 
ten trillt'~ w('re takeu ('aptivt~ to Nineveh; for tradition tlays, that 
during the n-'ig'll of' ~ t'hu('haun('zzar, many Jews ~('ttlpd ill the 
qlwl·ter ('aIled, to the 11l'C'<;'f'T1t time, 'Ynhoudf'eah.' Abulfeua say~ 
also, that Bo<'iltll1lM'r. (01' Nehudmunczzar,) 'when hC' destroyed 
.Tt·l'u!'alem, :--l'lIt tIlt' .Jew:;; ht'l'e, who huilt It town which they 
calh·d ' Yaholl(lia;' that (iajjong wa~ the most ancient of tht' 
viBage:.- 011 which hopahall WIl:-- huilt, and that Yahoudia was built 
at tht' di'itmH'e of two mile~ from it. Also. that though Gajjong 
dcCr(>asL'1l, Y ahoUtlia ~loul'i . ..,hed hy Olt' accession of Mohammedan 
trilK':--, anti it. ... llame :-.till f('maill(' (l. 

A:.- I was particularly de:.-irou:-- of' makin~ a minute illvestiga
tiOlI into the l'platin' 1->tate of thl':--l' quarter:--, their distance from 
each other, &c. a~ their llallleb had hPt' ll already ('onnrm('.d to me 
by report, it wa~ proposed that \\(' should first dir{'c·t our route 
to them. A wOllu of 'wouuers' was expressed at the motive 
which could indut·p a visit to .such insignificant ~pots; and a 
thousalld assuranCt'S wcr,~ made that .th('y contained nothing to 
reward the trouhle of thr- C'xcursion. No one dared, however, 
directly to ohje('t, so that my original plan was pursued. • 

Gajjong is th t, name of the ruined quarter, by which we ap
proached Ispahan, on the day of our first entering it; and this 
includes all tht' space now covered hy deserted and demolished 
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buildings, between the khan of Noushirwan and tht> present 
gate of the city through which we first entered. It thus lie!' Otl 

the north-we~t (If the present enclosed town, and has IWt' U fully 
destriiled, on our passing through it . Tht, tradition still held 11) 
the people i:" that this was the originHl ~P()t on which Jspnhun Wtlb 

fUUI}dcd; and that. ('ven ill tilt' time of Shah Ahbas, it wa~ ('Ilcio:,oo 
within the city walls. Of thi .. latter fact, there is however no 
decided proof: on the coutrary, tht'fl' i~ milch more rca~on to 
believe that it was in a deM'rtf'd !'.tatc, eV('n ill Ahulfcua:s time, 
and rather formed It :mburh, than a quarh'l' of the ('ity. 

Yahoudia b, a..., the Arabian gl'o~raph('f !o.tate:" di ~tnn\ froUJ 
Gajjong about two mile~, and i~ ~eah.'d ill th(' north-east quarter 
of the town. 1t i.., tlu" pre~t'nt n':-.idt'll(·c of Mu·h Jew:, 1.1:-. are hert', 
though a largE' portioll of it is al..,o inhahited by Mohammedans. 
The pres('nt l'c!:tidence of th(· Governor is in this quarter, caned 
also Jubarrah: and h('l'{.· i!o. M't')} a pnrtioll of the ancient walls of 
the city, with high round towers, :,Ioping' upward from their ba~e, 
thickly pla('E'd, awl mort· (·ompi(·teiy Sara('enic than allY similar 
work that I had :' t·t observed in Persia, Thit-. quarter, which 
is now also in a very ruined ~tatc, ('ontaim. the minar('b and domes 
of SOIne fine old mo:o;qucfo., adorned with ~ufk in!)('riptions, in 
coloured tiles; a largl' Maluan, or public ~tt\laf(', now nearly built 
all over with small dwellings, and linelS of bazaar!>., and many other 
marks of former magnifi{,l~nce. TIlt' IStyle of thE' al'rhitecture, both 
in the private and puhlic dwellings, is of an older date tllan any 
thing to he seen in the other parts of Ispahan; and the traditioll~ 
current among the people are, that this was a plac(' of the Jews' 
settlement under Boehetenessr, (or Nebuchaunc?zar,) aud that it 
is by far the oldpst part of Ispahan which is now enclosed within 
the city vTaUs. 

All thili was extremely ~atisfactory, as ('onfinning the conjec.
ture of thf able illustrator of' ancient geography; hut the Jiving 
picture it pTesented us was, in another po'nt of view, full of the 
most m~lancholy images. Nothing could exceed the misery and 

2 D 
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degradation in which the despised Jews seemed to live here. 
Tht-ir hahitations were of the meanc"t kind; and their labours, 
which ~l'Cllled to be chif'fly in !';pinning and wcaving silk, were 
carried on in ~ubt('rraJlean ('ells, like the Serdaub!o. at Moosul and 
Bagdad, alill which arc S(,l'Jl ill no other part but this, throughout 
the whole of the (:ity of Ispahan. 

In Turkey. Ulany of the Jews rise to distinguished confidence 
in th<.> sl~rvice of the Government, and others IJt'comc rcputabh· 
merchants. At Acre amI Damascus thefe arc two striking in
stances of the former; alld in Egypt JllallY of the latter, both living 
in affluence and consideration, amI distiuguished only from the 
most wealthy Moslems by a ~raver dress and darker turban. Here, 
however. and. throughollt all Pt'r ... ia, tIll- children of Israel are 
looked upon as the most dpspi('fthlt' of human Iwings, until they 
are bt'('OlUt' really dl'baseu by their (It-ha.'H-'tnC'llt. and now perhaps 
merit, hy th(-'ir want of every virtut', that whit-h was at first cast 
Oil lllclIl as an opprohrium 011 Ul'l'OUllt of tllt'il' rl'ligiow:i di~tinl'

tion only, 
In our f(-'turn from hence, w(> travcrscd nl-'urly the whole of 

the central pi.lrtfi of tll(' town, coming through long lines of' bazaars, 
wide, lotty, \vcll-airev. and lightt·t1. amI fil1t::d with excellent shops 
(If ev('l') lit-!-.criptiol1, They were as Uluch superior to those of 
Turkey in their cOJlf>truction. as the .,hops that composed. them 
wete largt·r ami better filled; and all tbe mc('hani('ul arts, whethet 
ill metal, wood, 01 other matl~riab, Wl're more Heatly, ingeniously, 
and durably executed, 

At the close of uur ride', we came out at the Maidan Shah, 
olle of the largest puhlic squares perhaps in the East; and more 
extensive than any which 1 remember to have seen, whether in 
Europe or elsewhere,· This Maidan is of an oblong form. On 
one side is a portion of the palace of Tamasp Shah, or, '3S some 
say, of Shah Ahbas, in which we now lived, with a lofty gallery, 
supported by pillars, forming a sort of' upper portico, on which 

• lll~ at leasf fouf tImes 3! 'arg~' as eIther Grosvenor Square, Russell Square, or Lill
colll' ~ Inll, 
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the monan·hs usually sat when they rec'eived any crowdeu pro
cessions of embassies, &c. in the Maidan helow. Opposite to this 
is tht' small but elc~ant mosque of Lootr Ali Shah. At tht· 
southern ('nd is tlw SpIt'Baid mos(lue of the Shah Abhas; and ill 

the north('rn extremity are the remains of an estahlishment. 
fouuued hy this sam(' king, for the European~ settled in tlw dty. 
of whom he was It uistillguisIH.·<J patron duriJlp; his reign. 

011 the wall:s of the porch hC'I1C'ath this last huilding, wlwre 
a gate leaus into sonw lar~e h<tzaal':-'. and hefure ·whi('h is a foun 
tain of Hue clear \\'atcl', are several pailltinp~s of that kin g':..; tiJlH'. 

AmoJlg these, the nIH' on th t:' right ;'t' l)l·es(~nt. .. a Europt·f.lII fpa :-. t. 

in which Womell. wille, and mu:-.ic, form tIl(' prominent ohjt'(·t:-.: it 
IUlly be considcrc(l ra.ther as II pi(·turt' of what a Pcrsiall would 
conjecture an ('lItcrtailllnent must h <:', \1/11( ,1'<.' WOHlCll alld will t' a)'(' 
not forlJiddt'll, than what slich all t'nt('l'taiIlHH'nt c\"er reall \' was 
am()n~ any da.o.;s of Europt'IlIIS, eM'e),t ill a hroth('1. 

T}l(~ cou ntry had IIO\\' I.Ct'lI t\\'o- success i\' (~ years without it:. 
accustoHwU suppl y of mill , »iO that the f'ount a im; alld ('altals which 
usually refreshed alld adorll(:d this grand slJuan' W('I'(' IIOW ]]1O"tly 
empty. TIH' ardl<.'d re('(:'ss('s going all around it. whidl had ht.'en 
formerly used as shop:-., and filled with tIlt' ,ri<'l\(':-. t llW\Thandi&l', 

wen~ lIOW (~ lltin' ly UlIOC'('Ulll e u ; 011](.1 the dllUllbel's of' til(' uppcr 
galle~y, auovt' these, which Imu O]U'C f( )J'IIH'd th(> quart('l's of the 
monarch's body-guard, were HOW f:llling fast into ruin . 'I'll<.' 
splendid parade of horsemen, alld the traiu of' l'Oyalty ",·hieh 01l C(' 

filled thi~ noble spacf', were no\\' r<'pla(>('d hy <l f(,\\' solitary 
Moollahs ('oming and going to and from the mosques n('al', and 
some poor and ragged tents of fruit-sellen; which wen ' l'cattered 
over its surface. 

It was amidst these, that a party of Iwarly three hundred peo
ple had collected roum] a professed story· teller, who, when w(' 

first saw him, was declaiming with all the dignity and warmth of 
the most eloquent and fillished orator, W e halh·d ht.·rf' without. 
a murmur from any of our party, as they seemed to enjoy this 

2 IJ :2 
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SpeCH!S of' exhibition as lIluch as Englishmen would do the plea
surt's of the drama. It might itself, indeed, be called a c.lramati<.' 
repre~entatHHl; ti.)f although hut olle per ... on appeared on the 
stage, there were as gn'at a varit·ty of characters personated by 
this one, as appears in any of' our best plays. TIll' Sllhjl'Ct of his 
tah· \\as from the war):' of Nadir Shah, more particularly at the 

pPfioc.l that his arms wert' dir('cted against Bagdad; and in it he 
hreathed forth th<.· haughty fury of the conquering warrior; 
trembled in tlll' supplicating tOile of' tIll' captive; allured by the 
female voice of love and desire; .md dictated in the firmer st ra in 
of remonstrance and reproach. I could understand this orator 
hilt imperf{",(.' tl,r, alld W<l S unwilling at the moment to disturb tht· 
fixed attl'lItion of my companioll .... , hy :-.olidting their int<.·rpreta
tiulI; hut. [IS far as ~e.!ltllre,.., ano attitudes were cxplanatory of the 
pa...,~ioll ):' allel iIiCidt'lItt. 011 which f he) Wl're exer{'ised, I certainly 
had HeVt'r p·t s('e ll any tJlilig more {,Olllplt~tC . Bursts of laughter, 
sensations of fear, and sighs of pity, rapidly MIC'ceeded eaeh other 
in the audiellcE', who werc at S01l1C' periods of the tale so silent, 
that t11(' fall of a pin might hav E' been hC'ard. Money wa!:. throwlI 
illto tilt' l'ir('lc by tho:-.c whose approLatioli the story-teller had 
:-.trongly \\on. Thi::- \\at. ~ath l'rcd up hy out' of the boys "who 
!-('rvcd tIlt' ('all'oon!'.. withou t ('har~e, to those engaged ill listen
ing, and no money wa~ at allY time demandt.·d; though, as Hlr 
as our short .!Itay there would warrant a judgment, I should con
('eivt' the gain~ uf the p C"rformer to have been ('onsidt'rable. 

A few pacl':-' lwyolld this, we saw another ('fowd assembled 
round <I littll" hoy of tell OJ' twelve years of age, who was singing, 
with the IHlks of t he lark, in th e dearest and most delightful 
:-.tmin. As we pre.!l:",l·d nearer to observ<" this youth, all were seem
ingly moved tu S) lllpalhizc in his apparent sufferings. His voice 

was one of the dearest and mo:-.t sweetly melodious that the most 
fastidiom, l'ar ('ould desire ; but the trill of it, which charmed us 
:;0 much at a distance, was produced by quick and violent thrusts 
of the end of the forefinger against the windpipe; while, from the 
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length of time which some of theNc notes "'en.' hf'ld, thc boy's 
face was swelleu to redness; every vein of his throat seemed 
ready to burst; aud his fine black eyes, whidt were :-.wimmillg in 
lustrc, appeared as if about to start from their blood-strained 
sockets. Yet, with all this, no olle could "ish to intl'rrupt such 
charmiug souuu.::.. The Arabic mu~ic had always seemed harsh 
to me, tile Turkish hut little less '::'0, amI th(' Pl'r~i<ln, though 
still softer and more winning than ('itlier of the'l" yl't "!'lId and 
mOllOlonOllS; but here thert: was a patho~, un amorous ttmucrncs~, 

aud a straiu of such nile and natural passion, ill the plajllt~ of 
love which this boy pOll red forth io all illlprisollctl mistll'ss. of 
which 1 IUld till this hour thou~ht thl' mu~i(' of thc Ea!'l in<:a
pablc. We all rewarded this illfant singcr libl'rall), aut! admu
uishcu hill! !lot to exert himself to thc iJljury of his health alllJ 
power!:!, for the cars of a crowd, to whom :-.oum.!s of {(':-is angl:'lic 
sweetllesl'i would be sufficil'lItly grati(yiJlg. 

It was past 1100)1 when we retu.rneu to the palutc., hy whkh 
time all elegant repast of swt'ctllleab., fruits, !'.OIllC li~ht dishes, anu 
tea, were !:!crvcd up t()r us, in the apartments of Assau llHah Khan, 
ill a quarter of the same palace which we ourselves O('CUpil'U; aud 
the rest of the day was pas!:!ed iJJ all the variety of plc<Jsures 
which our entertainers (xm),l procure for u:-., in the f~lShioll of 
the COUll try. 

OCT. 8th.-The young Mohammed Ali, who had Jx.cn brought 
fresh from his mother's lap in .the lHlfcm, to meet his father lwre 
at Ispahan, to-day commenced his military ('xereist'l:i, as it ,,· .. ~s 
intended to bring him up to fill the station of Topjee Ba .... Ill'c, 
which his father now occupied. Two Russiall l'ioldicrs, who were 
here as captivet" un the parole, were employed for this purpose, 
and their first cfforts were directed to teach tlJC young re(,ruit to 
march. The boy was dressed in a short blue jacket with red 
cuft's and collar, made aftcr the European mode; but he stin 
retained llis full l)ersian trowsers, with English boots over them, 
and his black sheepskin cap; a naked sword was placed hy his 
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side, thrust through 11 waist shawl, so that altogether the lau made 
a fierce hut slIffi('iclltly singular ti~Urt'. The father ('on soled 
himself with <l hope, ho\\,pvl'l', that 'when I 1-.1Iould .send him from 
Bombay a lwlnwt a:-. worll lIy 0111' dragoollt', und a ]lair of gold 
<'pan]('tl-., the military de('oratioll~ of his ,sOH woulll be complete; 
and till thell . .said he, we must be l'Ontent with (JlI approximation 
to pt-'rfe<:tiull. Of tht' Russian ... , who were employed to train this 
youth. Olle was a trumpeter, ami :-,ou1I(1('u a march 011 the hu~Je 
horn as ht> walked before tlw .v(lung recruit; the otl](.,1' Illnrchcu 
hy the hoy's , ... ide, .1lHI (iin'('tpu. his illt:lIlt steps: amI in thi:-. wa:.
they parnued for mort' than all hour through the ganiens and 
aVell\le~ of tlw pala('c We illhahitl,d, to the gratification of nu

IlWI'OUS ~l'('l'tator!'o, who b('stmH:.'li their applauM' at ('very turn. 
At thl' terlllillat.ioll of thi~ ('x('fei!'oc, ~o f:ltiguing to a youth 

who had pl'l'hap:-o JH'\'('r wnlk('d fiJI' !'oO IOllg II li1l1(' at any )H'riod 
of 111 ..... lifl' hefore. Ill' was pl'rJJlittt'd to !'oit ill til{' pn'H'IKC of his 
father ala} M'veral other Khall~, at a 1't'!'opt'('1flll distatl{'e, awl we 

all Iw ..... towed otlr prai:-ot'!'o 011 the stl'adilll, ..... s of his attit.udl' alJd the 
tirnlllt"!'os of Ilis stfop. So !,Oll(·{·l'.'S~·;f'1l1 a ('ompll'tioll of tllil; first 
effort in his military can'{'r ought nut, :-oaid all presl'nt, to go 
unrf'wardt'd; and r("f(>I'("I)(,(> '· ... as mad(' to tlw f~ltlH'r tt))· the choice 
of tht' remulleratioll to he 1U'~t()w('d, hut this wa .... of' a naiun: not 
fit to hl' nallwd, 

Another exeur . ..,ioll was pro)1oM't/, after our morning's t.-'Ilter
tainmcllt: awl thl' dirt'{·tioll of thi:-o ueing left to ,my <:Iwil,t" we 
set out togeth("l', with the SiIIll(' party. After going through 
SOIne of the ~anl("lls ncar our own residl:'lH'e, we directed our 
('ourse to\\',lrds Julfa, the qUctrteT o('(:upied by the Armenians, and 
situated in the I'>outh-\\,(,~t part of the ('ity. In our way to this, 
we ('rosseu the hed of th(' river Zeimlt'l'ood, which wal; now en
tirely dry, 'I'll(' prt's{'nt want of wat('r was felt throughout the 
('ountry as Ollt' of the most sf'l'iou:, evil . .., that had afflicted Persia 
for many y('ars; and not only was thl' appearance of evcry thing 
<:hanged therehy, but a scarcity and dearth of every species of' pro-
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vISIOns had followed, which was felt by almost cVt'ry class of tlle 
citizens. 

The bridge b.y which we ('rossed this river. a~ w('ll as )OIen'
ral oth(>r)Ol thrown ov('r the stream, alld !'It'ell hy us ill pas~ill~ 

both on our ri~ht and It·ft, was the work of Shah Ahhas the Great. 
to whom almost al1 the illlpr()V('IIlt'nt~ alld e mht"l1i~lllnellts of 
l spahan an: a"criheu. NOlie of tlH"se worJ..~ an' rai~ed in tilt' 
centre, as hridgC'!-. usually are; tltty t't)l'lIl mcrel) a sort of elevated 
road, continued in a straight litlt', ami }lC'fft·ct levt'l , acwss the 
stream. The fUlIIu.iatiou:-. and support :-. to this Toad an' , however, 
a series of pointt·d I.Ln·hes, with tint' paved piaU()TIllS hetween 
them; so that while til(> stream has fn~(~ pa~sag(' through tht· 
an·hes. ther<.' is great strength !-.ccurcd to the ~tructurc, h) the 
raised way that divides tlu.' IIl. 

Thc road of the hridge is l'iuffldelltly wide to admit tht· 
passa.ge of tell h()r~pmpli ahrcast; it is wcll paved, has it hi;.(h wall, 
adorned 'with arclwtl r(,,(,c,sK('S on ciJdl !->idc ; (tml bt"}ontl these is a 
('ov('t'ed way for fuot-passengl> rs, with :-.mall dlamhers of rppos<', 

and fountains for . he thirsty, plun'u at rq~ular intervals. TIlt' 
platform of the basement is cOllstructed of lar~e hewn stone:-., and 
the upper part is formed of huml bricJ.. ~: tlJ,(' stylt" of the archi
tecture is Saracenic throughout, t h()u~h the OTllallll' lIl of l'oloured 
tiles is purely Persian. As a whole, wheth,,]' viewed from a di~ 
tance, or in passing over it, it seemed to me equal to many of OUT 

best English bridges, and was dc(·idedly supt> rior to allY :-.imilar 
structure that I had yet seen in the East. 

Innncdiately before us, as we entered on the ga rden land be
yond the bridge, was a high and hroken mounulin hanging ovcr 
the quartC'r of Julfa: half-way up the side of which, wa~ pointed 
out a ruined fire-temple of the ancient Pe rsian .. ; and ahove this 
was seen a large excavation in the face of the rock, apparently in
tended for the site of some extensive work, abandoned before its 
completion. Still to the westward of this, on another hill, was 
seen a similar temple of the fire-.worshippers of antiquity; and 
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above it, on the summit of a pointed peak, a 1arger work, which 
was caned 11 fort, hut which none of our party could particularly 
descrihe. 

The view on aU sides was heautiful, from tpe richness of the 
plain, til(' profu!-.ion of gardens, and the dom€':-; and tower'i of 
m()~u~ and palacl~s, rearing their heads from amidst verdant 
groves of poplars, sycamores, and graver cypresses, of the most 
noble si.-:e; white the mountain houndaries of this enchanting 
view gavp a granueur and magnificenc'(> to the whole, not to be 
described. 

In ahout an hOHr, as we loitered, turned, and halted on our 
way, to pnjoy the scenery by which we werc surrounded, we en
tered .Julfa, which we found in a btat<' of as great (lesertion and 
decay as all the othel' outskirts of thi~ declining capital. There 
was notlling- pC('uljar in the appearaun' of the place, as the streets 
were n~arl'ow, the houses enclo~('u withill ut'au walli'\. and a general 
air of poverty and dejection prevailed, hoth over the dwellings 
themselve~, and the countcnanc(>~ of those who inhabited them. 

,,y e ali~hted. at the house of tllc Armenian Bishop, who had 
been apprised of our intended visit by a mCS$enger preceding us, 
and Wt' wC're reC'civcQ by hilllsclfand his inferior clergy with every 
mark of re~pcct. We were fir~t ~hown into the principal dlUrch. 
This was situated in a secluded court; in the centre of which, 
and in front of the church it!'.elf, was an open square edifice of 
three or four MoricI', the lower (Jlle~ heing used as kiosques, and 
the upper ('ont..1ining two large hells for summoning the congre
gation to wor!'.hip,-a privilrgc which tlw A~enians do not enjoy 
in Turkt'). The church, tllOUgh small, was richly adorned with 
all the pageantry of Christian state: the walls were covered with 
inferior paintings of suhjects from Scripture: the pavement of the 
floor was spread witll earpets; and tlIe dome of the roof was orna
mented in the Persian style, with enamelling of gold and colours; 
while the effect of the whole was improved by a blaze of light. 
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surrounding the lmage of the Saviour, on tilt' altar of their 
devotions: 

This church, we were assured, VI as the work also of' Shah 
Abbas, who seem\ among his other traits of' high and noble cha
racter, to have been the most tolerant monarch towards those of 
another religion that ever sat on the l'endull t.hrone. &'0 this 
sovereign the Armenians ascribed their enjoyment of several im
portant privileges, wllich had been taken from thcm at his death ; 
and since that period, with the general decline of the empire, and 
more particularly of its capital, they had becn uecl ining in weahh 
and numbers, till there wl~re now not morc thall three hundred 
famili es left , and these, froll1 constant oppression~ wcrc all of the 
poorest class. · 

III our reception at the Bishop's hOllsC", to whic:h we retired 
from the church, we were treated, after the Turkish llIaJllier, with 
preserved fruits and sweetmcats, sherbet, caleoons, and c()~e, and 
perfumed with rose-water on our departure. The language of 
the party W<L~ also Turkj s~l, as none of thelll spoke Arabic, and 
Persian was not yet ",0 familiar to nw as the forlll cr ton~ue. 

A certain merchant, named Gulistan, who acts as the agent of 

• 10 Murray's' Historical Account of i) isl.")·.'''r;,'s and Tra\"eb, i .. ,hia: the writer says, 
that ~be most curjou~ picture he h;ul Kccn of the character and pulicy uf Shal, Abbas was 

given hy Don Garfil' de Sylva, in the narrative of "n cmhassy frolli Goa, thell subject In 
Spain, under Philip III. Thi~ accoullt had newr IIccn prinll...J, hut i~ still ill ,n<l lluscril,t in 
the Dritish Museum. Tl,e ttlllhor gives in thj~ I t \"('ry eutettain ing act"l)unt (,f hi ~ interview :,!ith 
Shah AbbaM, Il:,d his j"dfc:ctual attempt to negotiate with that fI)<)nar(; h 1)11 the subject of 

Ormu!, in the Persian Gulf ;".in which the Shah aff'~'led ~ lie seile,1 with religious fervour 
and d evotil.n; Ilnd as he put on the semhlanc(' of C hristianity whenever il wo uld an!<wer any 

purpose, 110. o n this ol·c asiull, he peTBlIlluf'd the \\ hole of Ihe 8pall i ~11 retinue Ihat he was olle 
uf the mOllt pious and bes. flf kitlg~. A note appcndl..J to th is account lIay!!, it appeared even 

tha t he WM at one i.ime formaHy baptizcd,-Iltl eYent to which the Jesuits ascribed all the 
victories with which his arm8 were crowoed against the Turks [\lid Tlirtars. - Sce' NOllvel 

Convenlon du Hoi de Pcne, avec 1a Deffctle de dClIx cens mil Turcs aprl'~ 9(1 conversion: 
Paris, 1606. Also, ' Hiswire Veritable tic tuut ce qui ~'e't fait et pall~e CII PCfSC, depuis 
lei .ceremonieR du Capte.mc du Grand Sophy.' Paris, 161 J.- IJVt. Ace. vf Di~c. in AJia, 

.vol. S, p. !9-45, 
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the English here, having prepared an entertainment for us ~t his 
house, we repaired thither, and were served with a repast nearly 
in the English manner, except that we partook . of it on the 
ground, instead of having tables or chairs. Bowls of Shiraz wine 
were emptied and replellished in quick succession, as the Chris
tians of Julfa make a extravagan an use of that privilege of 
their religion, as in all other parts of the East; and not an hour 
had elapsed after the sofra Q.r cloth was removed, b ore many of 
the party w re in highly elevated spirits. A native musician, who 
played on a kind of guitar, was called on to add to the pleasure 
of our entertainment; but though he sang to us the amours of 
Leila and Mejnoun, and some other of the most popular songs of 
Persia, his strains were harsh, and his accompaniment most inhar
mOnIOus. 

It was nearly sunset when we mounted our horses to return; 
and a the freshness of the evening air was delightful, we still 
loitered to prolong our ride'; so that we were as tardy in our 
coming home, as we had been in our going out; the remainder of 
the evening was passed, in our apartment, in a long theological 
disc sion, of which the Persians seem exceedingly fond, when 
those of a different }.'eligion to their own happen to be present. 
It W"aS conducted, however, with a good-humour and forbearance, 
which made it appear to be rather a mere exercise of argumentative 
tal nt, than a serious effort to convert any of the hearers from 
their suppo d errors to any particular form of belief . 

• 



CHAPTER XIII. 

ISPAHAN-VISIT TO THE GOVERNOR OF CITY-PERSIA 

ENTERTAINMENT-PALAC •• -GARDENS, &C. 

OCT.9th.-To-day wa fixed on for our returning the ViSIt of 
the Governor of Ispahan, which he had paid us by deputatioI1, in 
consequence of his inability to quit his re idence; and prepara
tions for that purpo e were made at an early hour. 

The attention of the Topjee Bashee was taken up, as on the 
preceding day, in witnessing the military tuition of his son; and 
as the father was quite as well pleased s before with his tracta
bility, the same reward was bestowed on his succes , and the same 
indescribable scenes took place to-day, as were witnessed in the 
halls o~ departed grandeur yesterday, and then mentioned as not 
fit to be particularly mimed. 
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It was about ten o'c1u('k when we mounted at the gate of our 
palace, forming a party of about thirty pcr::,ons, including the 
guards who preccd('tl, the Khans who accompanied, and the ser
vants who followed us. Mr. Armstrong, however, ,\lJO ,,,as busny 
emplvyed jn ('onstru('ting tht' modd of a com-mill for the govern
ment, and whose useful labours these public attentions shown to 
me had already interrupted, found means to eXCll!)C himself from 
accompal1ying us; and, in .conshleration of the ulOtives which 
urged it, 110 one could complain. The"'route of our cavalcade lay 
partly through the quarter of Juharra, or Yahoudia, in which lH> 

saw a number of vcry old and deserted mosques, which had before 
escaped our attention. The minarets of tlwse were different frO! 1 

any othf'r'i that I ever rememher to have sef'll: they were ex
tremely lofty, cOllstructed of plain brickwork of the hest kind, 
and ro~e Ii}.." (:olo~ ... al pillars from the ground, gradually but 
~Iightly tapering from the base, until about two-thirds their 
height, where a termination \"ac., formed in a capital resembling 
the palm-leaved c::lpital of tilt' Egyptian tf'mple'i, Above this 
wa<.; placed a smaller pillar, of le~~ heIght and diameter, com
pleting the other third; so that the whole looked like a small 
column ri~ing out of ~ largrr une: the first capital probably form
ing a gallery OT the ml:'zzuin or ('1 ieT; and the spcond, a higher 
one of the same kuul; a~, from th{' loop-holes or windows in the 
walls, there wa'i no doubt a Willdillg pasl'.agc im.ide up to the top, 

Thc~ minarets were all loft) , mostly ~ingle, and generally of 
1~ain hrickwork; "hercas, in the other quarters of Ispahan, the 
minarets an' all low, and generally placed in pairs on each side of 
entrance gatf"ways. being also coated over with coloured tiles; be
sides having a railed gallery, with a roofed covering at the top, in 
an altogether different ma:pner, The ~tyle of architecture in the 
mosques to which thew singular minarets were attached, though 
Saracenic in its order, "vas different ill its general aspect and details 
from those of the other quarters of the city, and evidently of a 
much more ancient date, though, from a want of sufficient leisure 
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and prlvacy to examine the inscriptions, their precise date was 
unknown to me: All, however, concurreP in the tradi.tion, that 
this quarter was by far the most ancient of any now included 
within the limits of Ispahan; and every appearance indeed sup~ 
ported this belief.' 

"\\' e reached the palace of the Governor at the hour of the 
morning divan, and the outermost courts were crowded with tht! 
JlOrses and Iilervants of those who . attended it. After passing 
through some agreeable gardens, fountained squares, and dark 
passages, we at length reached the room of state. There wert' 
assembled here a considerable numher of persons of distinction, all 
of whom rose at our entering; and the Governor himself~ wl10 
placed me immediately beside him on his left hand, pointed to it 
stick with which he was obliged to support himself while walking, 
as an apology for llis not sllOwing me that mark of respect which 
he acknowledged as my due. There was in all this, au excess of 
honourable distinction which I couIU not understand, and which] 
still believ(>d must have b~en destilled for another, though all my 
enquiries led to no satisfactory explanation on that point. 

The room in whicll we sat, opened on a square court, in which 
were gllrden-bed~, flowers, rows of trees, and. overflowing foun
tains filled. with trout. From ihi~ :tpartment led a suite of othars 
behind it, all decorated in the richest way, with mirrors, paintings, 
and gold and enamelled works, in the Persian style, and of the 
age of the splendid Shuh Abbas. The furniture of these fOllms, 

...... 
• Ispuhan is mentioned as early as the age of Kai Kaoos; but. of this there is no da.te, 

though ;t ,pust have been much before the period assigned to it by Ahulfcda, who speaks ,of 
it aa being fhereuoo by the IICttiement of Mohammcdan~ among the Jews of Yahoudia, ncar 
Glljjon~, as noted ill Ret ... cll'~ Illustrations of the GeograpllY of Herodotus. t_Hj~t. of Ptrfia. 
vol. i. p. 3S. . 

t The tllnn " Tllrk" 1, applied, h)' the author of a PCnoi'll1 work, tu a 'finar Prluee, tholllltr it i, ill 
deACrlbwg an CVCl" which mil" haTe taken plare 10llg before the lrilx called Ttl, ... ct.noe Illto that part of fir
tary; &0 that the nlUDl! of IIpahan Ill'), be '0 u!ed abo.-Vol. i. I'. fit. 

The dnctlptloll. of tbe taking of lepahan by TImour thf> Tartar, and the dr_ful ma.J\aC~ then:, I. ,·try 
8trllllnIJly gl~D III the lI&IIIe work.-Vo1.l. p. 460. 


