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as of all others I haq. yet seen in Persia, consisted simply in 
carpets. These were ir1<ieeu of the finest and softest kind. as well 
as exceedingly beautiful: hut therE:' were neither sofas nor cushiolls 
of any kind, as used in Turkey and Arahia. The l'er.sians of all 
(,lasses amI distinctions kneel, anti sit back on their heels, pre
serving their bodies in an upright posture, and holding their hands 
Hcross their girdle,.;;, or 01'1 their daggers, so that cushions arc not 
1I(~('essary. This, however, is ' an attitude used hy Turks and 
Arabs on I,,,,, hefore their superiors, and never resorted to by people 
of the higher classes, or those who feel at ease ill society. The 
cross-legged mode of sitting, common to tlH~ Turh, is more easy 
of imitation by a stranger, and admits a greater chal1~e of position, 
so that lounging llWy he ea!'\ily in<.lulgC'd in, and cushions are 
then agre('abl(~ ; hut amoug tlH' I)(>r~jl.llls I llad nev('r observed 
this practised, either in the circles of the high or low; and it was 
so far fortunate, thcrefoTt·, that my Arah dress admitted of my 
ret.1.ining Arab manners, since it would have been impossible for 
me to have sat in the Persian fashion longer than half an hour, 
without being incapacitat.ed from rising again, from so ('ramped a 
position. 

The dresses of mgr.;t of the people of distinction in attendance, 
were those commonly worn hy Per~ians of every des('Tiption, and 
uttered no other variety than the quality of their materials. The 
Nleev('s and bodies of their garments are ('Vt'll tighter than those of 
European .... : while the lower part, from the waist downward, is 
Iikt' an alllple petticoat. open at the sides, and both undignified 
and ungraceful. Cashmeer shawls are wound rounu the waist, in 
which a plain ~nu generally straight u~g~er is place<l,.and the 

. hlack sheepskin cap is worn by all. An outer coat, with sleeves, 
and emb!pidcreu work around the edges, is used by the Khans and 
people ill' office, and this is mostly of bright scarlet broad-cloth, 
that being the established colour of the courwlress. 

Itl our conversation with the Governor, his enquiries were first 
uil't'('h~(l to European aft'aws, and afterwards to the state of the 
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countries through which 1 had passed; and his 0l?servations 
seemed to me more intelligent than one genera]))' hears from 
Turks in similar situations, though his knowledge of geograph)' 
and statistics was equally deficient. 

After an hour had passed, during whicll C'aleoons were three 
or four times presented, amI passed from one to another in tht, 
order in which we sat, rcfre~hments '.\'ere brought in. These 
were {'ontained in Cl number of large oblong trays, which were 
placed before the company; ~() that, as they sat in three sidct-. of a 
~quare, close to t.he walls of the room, the trayt-., when placrd end 
to end, formcd one ('ontinued table hefore the guests, anti wcrt' 
collvenientJy accessible by everyone. Their contents were ehiefly 
fruits, in great variety allli abundance, particularly peare and 
mclc;>ns, ",hid) are now})cre in the worM thought to be produced 
in higher perfection than at I spahan; bread of the whitest colour 
and hest flavour; dwc:-.e equal to EJlgli~h in taste, though dif
ferent in appearance; :-.alad:o; of l~ttu('e and other herhs j milk, 
cream, rice, sweetmeats, sht'l'bet of pOll1egranate juice cooled by 
masses of ic:c; an<l other :-.imilar dl'licacit'!., ('ompleted a feast of 
the most agreeable kind. 'Vatcr was ~enc<l to the guests for 
washing, both before and aftPf the meal; hut coffC'e is not usually 
drunk by the Persians, t.'ilher in public or in*private. 

Before we retired, an oH'er of every thing that the power of 
the Governor, or his city of Ispahan, could furnish us with, was 
publicly. made, and a hope expressed that my stay would be in 
every respect agreeable both to my health and wishes, A guarcl 
of honour was appointed also to escort us back to our own resi
dence at the palace; and I felt almost ~ppressed by the over
whelming hono1 u'5 thus shown to me, 

,V € passed the evening ill a walk through the gartiens of oui 
dwelling, and closed it by a supper with the Topjee B'\§hee and a 
party of his public friends. 

OCT. IOth.-Horses and attendants were prepared t<>-<lay for 
an excursion round the royal palaces and grou'nili;, and notice 
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lInd been ~eJlt to the keepers in attendance to be rea.dy for Qur 
reception. Assad Ullah Khan was again appointed to be our 
guide, though several other Khans, with their servants, accom
panied us. 

Soon after leaving our own ahode, we found our::;p)ves at the 
Palace of the Chehe} Sitoon, or Ii"orty Pillar~. The gardens 
around this man!)ioll, and leading towards it, are aU beautiful; 
the sycamorc8, which lim' the aVClJUCS, are large aIHI am,jellt; the 
cypresses amI firs, interspersed throughout the grounds, have an 
equally fine though different a.'>pect; and the slender poplar." 
bending to the breeze, give a lightness und airiuess to the thickc!)t 
woods. The fountains, cunab, and walk~, are laid out with r.ll 
the taste and regularity of the best grounds of Europe; and, in 
short, every thing ~ecms to June h(~en, in its cJrigiuui de~ign, us 
perfect as one could have ue~jl'eu it. The palace ltself, though 
inferior to the gardens amid which it stands, is ~till a monument 
of the luxury aud splerulour of the age in which it was ert~cted. 

III front is an Opt!ll portico, in which three or four rows of pillars, 
nbout six in each, suppurt a Hat roof, or canopy; the four central 
pillars, whkh are placed at the allgle~ of a ~quare fountain, have 
a device of four lions; each carved ill a hard ~tonc, for the pedes
tals; tIll' pillars arC' all lufty, perhaps fifty feet in height, but 
dispJ'ol'ortiollately ..,Jemler j the ~haft is olle solid trunk of syca
morc wood, shapetl octagonal] y J'ound Ule sides, and lessening 
from the ba5c upwards, till it seelllS to be scarcely a foot thick 
at th(> placing on of the capital. The capital rises in a square, 
incre<ll'ing it~ tlimcllsiollS from below like an iuverted pyramid, 
uno is filled OIl every side by the concave niches so peculiar 
to the Saracenic architecture. As these pillars have to sup
port a roof of enormous weight, their strength is altogether in
sufficient; and not only do their dispropurtionate height and 
slender proportions offend the eye; but the bending of the parts 
of the roof between them, threatens a speedy fall. The shafts 
and capitals of these pillars are entirely covered with silvered 
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glass as mirrors,-sometimcs wound rOllnd in spiral Hutill~.C;;: at 
others, laid in perpendicular plate:-:; nnd in others again, ('nalTH'Hrd 
over hy flower~ ami ot1wr devices. aftH the lIlaIlW..'t' of cmho:-:)-.cd 
work 011 poli!-.}wd steeL The ('(.'iling of the roof (If the portieo 
is divided into );quare ('ompartml'nt:-:, lllOUlu(,d and ri('hl~' ('oVl~rt'd 
with azure hlU(~ and golu, ill aumirahle ul'vi(,l':-:. 'I'll(' h'H'k part 
of this portico i); one pntin' sheet of gold awl mirror);. spll'lHlid 
as a whole, and (·(mt.tining many lWlIutit'); in its minutt' dpt<lils. 
Every possihle vmi('ty of form i .... given to the <h'vicl's, ill ''''hich 
the plates and slllalll'r piec('s of glass (Ire dispO:'>l,d. auel their par
titions are frames of gold. Pailltillg~ of' hl'alltiflll fl'males, );ome 
s{,lIipturl'd works on mal'hlt,. ill!'.uiptiulls of' highly finisheu writ
ing, hoth of illk 011 papPI', ami of gold Oil hlw' ('!liunt.'I, with a 
hundred otllt'r detail:'>, impossihle to bt., 1'l'Illl'lIllwl'ed amid tilt' 
overwhelmillg' 1l1a~niticelH'e of sO 1111H'h lahtJul' alld we,~lth, dis
tr;H't the ath'lItioll oftl\e oh. ... ('f\'pr. 

The haH into \\ hkh this lcacb, ~lI1d fol' which thi .... 110hl(' por
tico is an admil'ahlp prepn,ratioll, i:-:, jf' p()~sihl(', still mort' ma~nifi
cent, though its <1l'\ uration:" art' of n diffhcnt character. The vas\ 
"i?:f! of the room itsl'lf~ tIl{' dimensions of whi('h 1 sholild hesitate 
from ))lere ml'lllory tf) statf'. i .... alone sufficit·lIt. tn give it a Hohlt, air. 
The domed roof is illdesC'rihalJly lwCtutiful , amI the lurgl' compart
ments of historil' pailltin~," that UN'orate it .... walls, ch·fectivl' as 
their execution would appear to all European eyc, arl' yet full of' 
interest, from the portraits they cOlltain, and till' evt'lIt .... to ''''hich 
they relate. Shah Ahbas tilt' (ireat, th(' diJoitinguished f(>under of 
these kingly works, 'the ft.'storer of his country. and the father of 
his people, is himself represented us r(,(,t'ivillg the audil'l1('c of an 
Indian monarc,h, and dIe portraits of the most uistingubhcd cha
ra(:ters of his reign are pointed out hy tht> attclHlants. As a han
queting room, scenes of waT and stilte UO JJot alone dl·curate its 
walls; but the enjoyments of thc social board_women, wine, and 
music-have their full share in the pictur~d stories of the day. 

We went from hence to the Royal Harem, called, from their 
Q ). 
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number, the Haft Dest, or Eight Divisions. The view from hence 
was on all sides charming; but on that where the building hung 
over the stream of the Zeinderood, and commanded a view of 
gardens, bridges, palaces, amI mo:-.ques, boundl>u mtly hy the dis
tant mountains, the prospect hordered on enchantment. It would 
1><.> as vain as it would he elldll's~, to ('ntcT into a detail of all that 
we s.;w hert'; gardens, fountains, secluded walks, and ranges of 
apartments, decorated in the richest, most varied, and pleasing 
mann('T, were the prominent fe-atures of this establishment. Tht:'re 
were no large halls of state, u::-. in the Royal Pala('es: but the rooms 
wert' suited to the comfort of smal1er parties than those which 
swellE:'d the pomp of the monarch in his J!l0re puhlic banquets wi~h 
men. The style of decoration in the rooms was l('ss gorgcou.;;; 
but the delicacy ami harmony of colours in the painted devices, 
and the lighter gilding of the domes, though more l~ffemillate in 
('hamet('r, was ~car('e)y Il's~ beautiful. Everyone of these apart
ments had good firepla('e~, 011 whi('h the ~tain of the slfloke still 
remained; many of them had hollow work on thl"ir wall.s, executed 
in the most ta~t('fnl designs, and lntendetL, a:; we wert.' told, to give 
an echo to the voice of the singers. and the Rounds of music, and 
improve as well as Pl'ulong the tones of love and pleasure which 
once f('v('rbt'ratefl here. V crse~. nanw~, and scntclices, were writ
ten on thcs(· walls ill the Armenian ('hal'arter, and \\' (>re most pro
hably the work of' such (;eorgian or Armenian females as had 
heen immured lwre among the slaves of du' royal bed: these, with 
many other traces of recent habitation, awakened feelings of It 

mixed though painful nature. 
We wert' delighteu with all that we had seen here, and went 

from hence to another palace, similar in d(>i;ign and interior de-

• On th{' capture of hpahan by the Alfghans, Mahmood, their ehi ... f. T('sidetl In the paldec 
of Fcrrahabad. wh<,:e fifty of the belt_born and 1I\0st beautiful virgins of Julfa werc !lent to 
[lim in their m:hclt c!othCd.-Huf.u/Pcr,w, v.I. r.6SO. It IS not improbable that the 
Anll('nian wfltmg leen by me on the wallIS of Ihis palace wall from lome of tbese Impri. 
SOiled fl.'mal~lI. 
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eoration to the Chehel Sitoon, and, like it, seated among the Inost 
beautiful grounds. The Hasht Bphest, or Eight Paradist>s,-a 
name most appropriately given to that number of gard~IH;, in 
which all that :Mohammed, or the Christian author of the Apo
calypse, had painted of a sensual heaven, seems to have heen IlU

ticipated,--detained us for some time amid its walks and how('l's. 
ThE" Char-Hagh, or .Four Garc.lells, a ,vork of the present Gover·· 
uor, Hadjee Mohammed Hussan Khall, the entrance to which ilS 
imposing from the long a'-enucs of trees which it l'resent~ tu the 
view, also shared our admiration. We had seen, however, ~o 

much to charm and delight us, and quitted one spot with so much 
regret, though to visit another perhaps still more bcaut.ifu1, that 
we were literally fatigued with pleasure, and tired of constantly 
oeholding so much splendour and magnificence in art, mixed with 
every thing that is agreeable in nature. 

Our ex(,ursion closed by a visit to one of the Khan 'f' frielJds, 
with whom we supped and pa.ssed the cv(ming, having taken the 
refreshments of the day at almost every palace and garden at 
which we had hal !.cd. When we returned home at lIight, my 
sleep was really intcrrupted hy the confused rcc()lIection~ of all 
the overpowering magnificence which had Jlres~ed upon me~ at 
every step that we had taken durinp; the day. 



'CHAPTER I 

[ ltAHA ' -VlSJ1' TO- TUE PRIN IPAL MOSQUES AND OLLEGE 

O}' THE ' TTY. 

o T. Ilth.-I T had been my practice in all large Mohammedan 
- cities, where it was at all likely that I should become known a a 

Frank from my residing or mixing with Christians there, to visit 
th mosques a early after my arrival as possible, while I was yet 
a stranger' but here I was prevented from so doing, I had 
carcely set my foot in the city, before I had become in 80m respects 

a public character. A~ I could not, on this account, now go safely 
a a Mohammedan into these hallowed sanctuaries, I ve tured to 
express to. the Khan, who had been my guide to all the other places, 
my desire of visiting them as a mere observer. 'orne scruples 
wer raised, not on hi own account, but on those of the Moollans, 
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who are considered a highly bigoted race, and mor particularly 
as. to-day was the sabbath on which th mo ques w r crowded 
both by them and the mo t devout of the laity. It wa at I n th 
determined on, that w should go a privat ly a po ibl ; and 
changing my dre for one of xtrem poverty, with a point d 
D rvi h cap on my head, a taff, and a long chapl t 9f r en bead , 
which I had brought with m from Jeru al m, mad at th !TIO qu . 
'of Omar, on the sit of Solomon's Temp~ ther, I set out with 
Isma I on this holy xcursion. 

We went first to the mall mosque of Lootf Ali Khan, which 
is in the centr of the ea t side of the Maidan hah. Thi i 
imply a quare buildin , over which is rai ed a flattened dom , 

without pillar, arch d vaults, or ai les. The workman hip i 
throughout of the best kind, both in the rna onry and emb lli h
ments. Larg block of Tabreei marbl highly poli 1! d, ar 
u ed at the entrance, and along the surbas m nt of the interior. 
Th gilding, enamel, and painting of the wall, and the ceiling of 
the dome within, i equal ,to any of the hall of th palac s that 
w had seen; and, mall a it i , there i a great neatn and 
b allty in the whole. The ext rior front, th portals, and arch of 
the door, and the uh~r urface of the domfi, are all coat d with 
painted and' enamelled tiles, in which azur blue i the prevailing 
colour; and the in criptions, with which the ·building is crowded 
within and without, are chiefly in Cufic and in Arabi. 

From the mosque of Lootf Ali hah, a this per onage i /Some
times called, from his having a umed th titl of overeignty 
during hi - lifetime, we went to the great mo que, at the outhern 
end of the aidan, which is dignified with the peculiar name of 
the Mesjid hah, or Royal Mosque. The lofty gate which form 
the outer entrance to this, and faces the centre of the public square, 
has on ea(~h side of it a minaret, with open galleries at the top; , 
but though in any other situation these would be considered large, 
they look diminutive here, from the noble size and elevation of 
the gateway, which they guard. This gateway lead . to an inner 
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court., in which are fountains for ablution~, and large circular vases 
of close-grained stout', filled with water, tor urinking. These last 
ring like mf'tal at the stroke of the nail, and art:' finely sculptured 
over with devices and inscriptions in bold rdlef. The out.er pair 
of folding doors, whkh are scarcely Ies. ... than sixty or seventy feet 
in height, and of a proportiollate breadth, arc cased with silver, and 
('overed also with inscriptions. holy sentences, and characteristic 
ornameuts in T(>lief; and at the cistern, which meets the passen
ger on entering it, are ,liIi1ver cups fastened hy .silver chains to the 
marhle, all of the most finished workman~hip. 

Around the court of the mosque are close vaults, for the de
votions of'the infirm or delicate, during thc winter, as the temple 
itself is almost an open building. The ground plan of the whole, 
as Reen frOID all E"levated ~tation without, is far from bt!ing regular; 
yet the want of ullifonnity is not apparent to the E"yc, either on 
cntl'ring or bei ng within the building; and thi!) has been us 
ahly effected by the architect here, as at the Egyptian temple of 
Philc::e on the Cataracts of the Nile, at the principal entrance to 

Geraza III tlw Decapolis, anci at Palmyra, where one of the fineRt 
gatl.!wny:o; has bC'en !;u com;tructed u ..... to harmonize diverging lines; 
and in the whole of the~(', irre~ularity has been made to appear 
regular, by the IoIkil1 of the huilu<>r. 

Nothing cun 8lJrpa~8 the rich yet solemn state of the interior 
of' thi~ royul m()~que. PavementR and surbasements, of the fine 
uiaphonous marhle of Tabreez, cHbled mouldiugs of arches, finely 
c..'uveU pilusterN. and other portions of the same material, give 
all appearance of simpl", and solid beauty to the foundatiorIA 
of tllC edifice; while tlle lofty dom('s and spacious aisles have a 
g-randeur not to be slAl'passed; and the rich decorations of the walls 
and roofs of every part, present one blaze of laboured magnifi_ 
cence, which would be too splenuid, hut for the architectural m~ 
jesty of the edifice it aUorns. 

Around the mosque, on three of its 8ides, and communicating 
with it by separate passages, are colleges for the studies of the 
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learned, and the education of youth. In these are courts, with 
fountains, shaded by the finest trees, as well as flow er-gardens, fruits. 
and all that could render retircment at onee ehecrful, y('t undis
turbed, and favourable to literary pursuits. We remained in this 
mosque for a consiuprabJe tillW, prayillg aJld ('OU1ltillg our heaus. 
As WP, ran throu~h the ninety and nine appt'llatioJl~ of til<' <1I:·jty, 
SOffie of the Moollahs expounded, in Persian, certain Arabic verses 
of the Korau. They spoke fro III an elevatt'u oratory, asccn(it'u to 
by flights of marble step~. caeh clltir{' flight of OIlC solhl block; and 
with several of these we exchanged the sal uh' of }X'ucc, while I srH<H:'1 
strove to draw thrm into a ('onversat.ion Oll SOllie of the higher 
points of doctrine; but as tlwy saw that our practi<'es were thol-to> 
of the Soon nee sect, whom they very cordially hate, tlH'y all proudly 
shunned us, which left us as undisturbed as wt> could havt> 
wished. 

The mosquc was <;ro\"'deu at Hoon with wor:;:liipp('rs, perhaps 
to the number of two thousand; sotlle of' whom offered up tht>ir 
prayers alone and almo!-.t ~n silencp, whilt.> others ranged them
selves behind Imam .• , or leaders, ami gave tllt.'ir uc\'otions all the 
puhlic solemnity of union. TIlt' heautiful parahle of' the Puhli
can could not rt.·cch'e a mort> strikiug lliustr~tion thall from the 
scene before us; and the gorgeoLl:~ "IJ)endour of the dome, heneath 
which it was witnessed, addt'd powerfully tv it~ effect. 

Some of the mosques at Cairo are exceedmgly fin p , and pre
serve perhaps some of the best spedmens of the Saracenic archi
tecture that exist. The mosque of Omar, which stands on the 
site of the old Jewish temple of' Solomon at Jerusalem, has a no
ble aspect from without. That at Damascus, which was formerly a 
Christian cathedr.,I, is beautiful, from its long avenues of Corin
thian columns of marble. The ('ourt of the great mosque at 
A leppo is perhaps nowhere surpassed; and some of these at 
Diarbekr and Bagdad have parts worthy of admiration. But, taken 
altogether, 1 have never yet seen, 1101' ever expect again to see, 
any Mohammedan temple ~o truly magnificent in all it.<; parts, as 
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this Royal Mosque of lsprthan. When qUlttl1lg it, indeed, with 
this impression, and without the prosped of my ever entering it 
again, there wal'> a feeling of melancholy present to my mind. 
which it rC<Jllil'ed all the aid of' new ~cencS nnll new ideas to 
dissip<lte. 

'1'llt.' other 1II0squ(':-.. which \Vc visited in the course of the day, 
wert' too inferior to tili:-., tu merit a de~cription immediately aftt'r 
it. Sonlt' derived their dtief beauty from their size; others were 
small, hut t'~l'cl'dillgly Heat; and on all, a degree of labour and 
exp(,Jl ~(' had heen hestO\\'ed, which proved both the former w('alth 
of the I'la<'('. and the attachment of the people of Peri'\ia to splen
(lid temple ... of wor:-.hip. 

\Ve I'(' turncd ill timr, <trtpr a long a1l(1 fatiguing roulld, to filly 
our {'vellillg )))'<I)l'r:-, ill thl' M(, .... ji'l Shah. The ('l'owd was 110t now 
~o Ilum('rou:-. a .... at nOOll; alld the proud ~10()llah~ witll their aspil'
ill~ pupils, hear<ied plder~, and a few }'akf'cr~, made up ihl' as~em
hI). Tlw ~ravc llllc.l hollow t011(> ..... which 1'I.lvcrhel'uteu through the 
Il'ngthelWU ai~ll'~, and were fe-echoed by the lofty cJ.omes,-the dim 
twili~ht, a:-. the .... lmdt·:-. of dal'knes:-. fa:-.t npproal'hcd,-Hnd the silent 
pa~:-.ing hy of hUI"t'1hoied. Ul'vot('c::.. who wert'" hut faintly seen, 
and not hcaru, thou:,.!;h their 100:-'(, robes brushed us a~ they glid(·d 
along,-w('rc all ~trikillg fcaturt':-' of it M.'l'lIe that ill .... pired mixed 
sCllsation~ of awe ami aumiration. aHd allllO .... t fixed one to the 
spot, in that lIwditative mood, which tIw lIlourning children of 
affliction mi .... Uli..(' for philo-""I'hy, hut whith the loY€'r of more 
(;hc<"I'1'1l1 jo., s would ~hull a:-. the baul' of happiness. 

O( T . I 'uh.-\V chad 1I0t yet ~een the fint' colleges of the 
I(~al'lll>d, wilieh were among the most spl('Il<iid esta,bJishments of' 
Shah Abba!>. the Great. nor ViSltC'd allY of the learned men of the 
day; and as \\c were still det.:1.incd at lspahau for an opportunity 
to depart with a caravan, this duty was fixed on for our morning 
excurSIOn. 

We first went to one of the smallest of these Medresses, as 
they arc caHOO, and now almost the only one in Ispahan in which 
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there art: any students, except those of the rt·gular pri(,5.titood. 
It was an exceedingly neat ef;tahlishment, consisting of rUlIgt's of 
chambers around the interior of un opcn square ('ourt, like tIlt' 
arrangement of a caravansera, but of a better kind. Tht· court 
it..~elf was laid out in fountaills and canuls, boru('I'(!u by avenues of 
trees, and divided by beds of flowers. In this court, stood the 
tomb of Tekeea Mil' .J\bul~Cassim Fendereski, an Arab of I-tl'eat 
'learning and celebrity, and the tramilator of Plato, Ari ~.; totlt', and 
other Greek philosophers, into his own tongue. The tomb iL"'elf 
was of plain marble, simply inscribed in Arahic character~ 011 it 

small tablet at the head; a spreading tree overshadowed it h~' its 
branches; and leaning against its trunk, which ov(:rhung the 
tomb, was n small framed and gla7.cc..l tabl(·t, 011 which was hl'iHl 

tifully written, on papel', an Arahic ode, in praise of' the deceased, 
in a style of great eloquence; but the author of which }llld abo 
followcd the fatc of tIl(' learllcd suhjed of his eulogy. 

We reposed besiue this t6mb for ohalf fill hour, Bml lisu.·ned to 
the moralizing l:'trains of t,hc Dervish lslllacl, who urged t."very 
thing he l'ither h( ,trd, or felt, or saw, or even imagined, in 
support of his favourite maxim. that l)leasurc was the only Good; 
and that we should therefore eat and drink,. since to-morrow we 
die; aJld jf he was eloquent OJ:' ordinary o('casion~, he was addi
tionally so on tIle one that now presented him with so fine an illus
tration of that which he called the folly of human wisdom. A 
young student of about eigllteen, who saluted us as he pas,,"ed, 
and who, from our manner of returning it, joined us where we sat, 
aided the sententious declamations of the Dervish by some tine 
quotations from the very writer whose ashes we had come to 
venerate; and we found, from a prolollged ("Ollversatioll with this 
lad, that, young as he was, he was tleeply versed in the doctrines 
of Soofeeism, and was fast verging into that scepticism, which 
is almost the constant result, in these countries, of premature 
and self-directed studies of a metaphysical cast. 

From hence we went to the more splendid Medresse of Ahmed 
2 G 
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Shah: a noble work in it.s original state, but now almost abandoned, 
as there were only some inferior Moollah~ who occupy a few of the 
numerous chambers around its stately courts. The outer gateway 
of this spacious edifict', wlii('h fronts it long range of gardens, 
is closed by large folding-doors, which, like tho:,e of the ro}al 
mosqut·, are coated over with sheets of' silver, on which, devict's 
and inscriptions arc executed ill relief. The interior court is laid 
out in fountains, canals, and gardens, in which large spreading 
trees yield an agreeable ~hade, and beds of Howers give the 
appearance of a l'OlHitant spring. Tlw ranges of chambers below. 
as well ru; those in the galleries above, are conveniently adapted 
for the retirement of study. and have each of them the prope,,:, 
office~ attac'hl'lI hehilld, for the comfort of those ",ho may in
habit them. 

A.s Assad VlJah Khan was still our guide, and WP. rode with 
a large f(·tinue of' i-;f'rVallL-., our appearance commanded respect; 
and indeed we every where met with it. Even here we ".erc invited 
into the neat apartment of' a Moollah. and .served with sweetmeats 
and caleoons by his own hands. This man, as we were assured 
after our visit, was Olle of the most learned in Ispahan; though 
in a conversatioB ',::llich was introduced on the subject of the 
demonstrative seiences of astronomy and mathematics, as well as 
the less certain ont:~ of chemistry and medicine, he hardly seemed 
to be aware t hat tht'Sl~ branc'hcs of learning were better under
stood in E1Irupe thau in Persia. IIis geographical knowledge 
did not even extend to the H.'lativc positions of the countries 
forming the houndaries of hi.s own. In astronomy, the motions 
of the heav('nly bodies were not at al1 familiar to him, t~ough he 
knew the effect popularly ascribed to the conjunctions of the stars 
and planets. Chemistry and medicine were in no way ronnected 
with his studies; aud his notions of both, were those of a man 
who had neither heard nor thought on the subject in his life
time. But in polemical divinity, the distinctive features of 800n
neeism and Sheeahism, and in the doctrines of the Soorees, he was 
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more proficient. He could recite some of the verses of Sandi, 
whom he called his favourite poet, though he confessed at the 
same time his disrelish for the other distinguished OUf'S of his 
country. Of AralJic literature he was entirely ignorant; and the 
best historians of his own ('(mntry were unknown to him, since 
I mentioned the names of several, with the titles of their \\'orks, 
as popularly known among Oriental scholars of the west, of which 
he had not even heard. The claim of this man to he considered 
as one of the most learned of the uay, and the ornament of the 
colleges of' Ispahan, might have been sufficiently well-founded: 
but if this were admitted, as it was here without a scruple, the 
condition uf useful learning in Persia must be- de}11orably low 
and degraded. The Moollah Hadjee Mil' Mohammed Hossein 
was however kind,' subserviently humble, and ear..ily polite in hi~ 
manners; and there was neither pride nor aifl'ctation apparent in 
his behaviour. 

We spent a considerahlf> time wtth this man, examining some 
specimens of fine Persian \\' riting, of which he had all extensive 
and beautiful collc<. tion, chiefly made up of uetaehed sentences 
and chapters of the Koran. ~rc were served 11l'Tl' with a noon 
repast of frUits and ",weetmeats, before Wt' )\'('rc conducted over 
the college; and this, with a. (iut, in thc garden. into which its 
outer front opened, consumed nearly tht: whole of' the day; so 
that we did not return home ulltil sunset, where a s('ene of more 
animating joys was prepared for us,_and a night of turLulent 
delight, ".'ith all the accessories of wine and appropriate music, 
which are nowhere enjoyed with more zest than in this <...'Ountry, 
whore they are strictly forbidden, succeeded to a day of calm and 
tranquil pleasure. 

2 G 2 



CHAPTER XV. 

tSPAnA -PALACE Of OUR RESIDEN E-PAIN'.rI GS-GARDENS

DISTANT VIEW OF THE ITY. 

OCT. 13th.-WE had been hitherto . 0 occupied in our eXCUf
ion. round the city, and the sight of all that has been so hastily 

and imp rfectly describ d, that the splendid palace of our own 
residence had not yet been half gone over, and the more modem 

tablishment for the pre ent royal family attached to it h 
altogether escaped our attention. The fir t of the e was one of 
the earliest residences of Shah Abbas the Great, and that to 
which he is said to have been most attached through life. It is 
called Talar Tuweelah, from its extensive stables for one thou
sand horses near it. Its large haH of audience, who h front 
a fine garden, has been already described. Its noble dimensions, 
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and the splendour of its decorations, were in no way in~ rior to 
th(>se of, the hehel Sitoon, and oth r buildings in the asht 
Behest j and though of equal, or even older date, it was in a much 
higher tate of preservation than either of the Alar e 10 d 
room led off from ne end of thi ,which, a it wa entered by mall 
lattlc d doors, and afterwards solid doubl one, wa mo t proba
bly a banqueting room of the King, when r tired with hi fe
males, The domed roof of this was particularly beautiful j_ 

the pictured subjects were appropriate to retired pI asures, the 
stained glass windo~s gave a rich and mellowed light, and there 
were balconies, or gal1eries, ascended to by st p ', as if for mu i
cians, or singer. My own room communicated with the principal 
hall 'by three sets of double-doors, and opened on the other side 
into a high walled court, perfectly secluded' even from the high
est point of view without, Thi was also aid to have been one 
of the female apartments, which appeared extremely probable, 
from its comparativ Iy small size, the style of its decorations, and 
the manner of it communication, by doubl -doors, with the hall 
on one side, and b an equal number of the . arne kind with the 
garden and court on the other. The walls of this, from the floor 
to the roof, wer of raised gold-work, on a 1?lue ground, and th 
lower recesses were executed in the arne way, with devices of 
flowers, trees, birds, &c. In the upper Ieee se~, which were pa
rated from the lower by a rich b,road frieze of guld ground, with 
Bowers, were a succession of hi torical paintings. In these, female 
were always the heroines of tbe story: ometimes they appeared 
in the chase--at others, in the act of being sold as Iaves--Iov 
and int igu were depicted in some-and in one, the ight of a 
female bathing in a stream had checked the peed of an amorou 
prince, who gazed on her with int nse desir, The story of Ba
haram Gour, or Baharam the Fifth, and his fair favourit , fills the 

• 
last compwrtment near the door, and is perfectly understood by 
even the children of the country, This m narch, who e reign ha 
ended nearly fourteen hundred years, has been prono~nced to be 
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one of the best ,sover(>igas that ever fuled l)ersia ; the happiness of 
subjects being his sole object, during the whole of his reign. His 
favourite amusement, in hours of relaxation from puLilhc uuties, 
was the chase; aud in the indulgence of this passion, indeed, he 
lost his life. 

Sir Johp Malcolm, in hib visit to one of this monarch's hunt
ing seats, heard almost exactly the same story of his skill as an 
archer, as was related to me by a domestic who explained the 
painting of the subject on the walls here· The king is re
pre8ented &itting in a chair, while hi~ horse is held b) an at
tendant j and his banished favourite is seen bearing all her should
ers a large black cow, and with it ascending a flight of ten steps 
leading to an apartment above. The d!)ors of thi l2! pictured 
room were securely made, neatly paneHed, and the grain of the 
syeamore wood of the country imitated on a varni~hed ground 
hy waves of gold. TllC windowl-. over the doors leading to the 
garden were among the most beautiful of any that I had seen iD 
Ispahan; they were of a pointed arched form, richly cov~rad in 
small hollow work of the most ingenious patterns, and tl\e har
mony of colours in the extremely minut~ pieces of glass whic4 
filled these interval&. Win. perfection itself. As the doors below 
werc doubl(', so were th('s(' windows; the hollow between the 
inner and the outer ones occupying all the thickness of the 
wall, from three to . four feet. The outer windows were now 
Hprea~ over with paper, yet, even in this state. the rich effect 
of the'light was inconceivably fine. ~ 

B.hind the suite of apartments connected with the greatloal~ 
were other COllrt~ and gardens, filled with canals and founta-', 
and surrounded by buildings fit in every sense to form the· abQd,es 
of luxurious and powerful sovereigns; in all of which, labour apd 
wealth had been lavished, a&. if neither seemed of any value or ac
count. Large squares, with open t~oughs for horseil arou,nd tliem • 

• Malcolm', History or Perala, vol...J ..... 1 Uil 
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and closed stalls withm, extensive .kitch'bls, an(\ other .lomestic 
offices, were attached to these; and, within all, waR a ~padous , . 
court, of bearl'y a thousand feet square, with t'1l},Pty fountain s, 
broken pedestals, portions of a fine stonc pavement tli~t ('ov(~r{'d 
the whole, it range of noble buildings 'fun", .the sides, ;;;,d a 
square pile ~f more costly ones .. in the centre, 'aU now de,seNt.'u 
and !H ruins. Thi,s, we were told, was OIlC(> a royal ha~, in 
which were immured upwards of three hundred of ,t}le lllost beftu
tiful Georgian girl lo>, besidclo> wiveR ""a1\d siavell of otlier countries 
and the magnificence (1f the t>~tahli shlll (, llt, tIle ric1l1w,s,s or its 
gilded arche;, domes, and walls, indu~ed us to credit all that could 
,be said of it in its original perfcctioll.· 

One of the oldest ~ ~courW of bpahdn. soon artet tlic period of Shah AlJhns's 

S .' government. II gl\'ell by Ir Thomns H erbert. an Enghdl traveUel , wllo vIsited It 111 1621 ( and 

part,. of whosc descr""on are IJO CUrialiS as to be worth tran&cniJml;' . l'spc'clIl lIy ,IS h" book 
1$ not obw 50 easy (If acce,s to the pac ... ' r('udc,.: R9 Sdy":-

• The 'mpt'na l c it y f1I. Spahawn IS HI tbirly.~w6 'dcgr:-es thirtY_Ollie Inmutl-''1 nOl til ; I' seated 

in ~klligdom elf E.artbll\. 111 a f.ur p1 o. m aud.,pleallant n OfUOI'. ~It I" hy NORle cdllcd bp:l.ar. , 

and by otpeN s'pdhll1l aofl-H ,spalJan, al"tlunr sevcrtJ dlUlect. coueorutHJ. 

'It ia'l ('Ity of M great t1 ~1Ient IlII f¥'le, anll dM ancleot \.s famou~. and 110 len proud than 
... ncient. if ~8 " me I,rlumpl\lIl~ oyer tllOlHf once more royal Clt lCS, l!.ahylon, N lIl1Ve, Shu-

. Iban, F.cb~~ J>et~rhq~ Ar~atj:;, ~d ~ablVCa. c 
'Tiu.LClty wa, In::"lwr lllfan<"y .. Hed Dura; (hut whetlHl r~n,tlalll Durd, where til(> great 

Al8yrlatnlOnMf..,,,. ~ .... lIt4nc1&ar, etec~ hi~ goldel1 colGa..,1 Imow It 11"t :) hu t lhl~ I' -. - . ~ ~- ~ .kQlr.G, that It was ('ailed by tlte anci~~rec. H l!1:3 ton'pj',Ie., from Its hundred. gaft., to r 

Hecatompoli$ wa. meant ~ ~e t!ttetl.n i, le. "thich had so many ("1(1(" , 

'The boa.tmg~ft"lan! oa. &r, for hcr ·bignen,lIalflbe Worl.l; alII!' th .. ,grelU.nen 
of ben waf long ago, for thew Scy thopersll' know her no longer, thcn cdlted S.rnwhfl ll'n' 
WhiI.h Iu. 110 l ignification. 'ro ~ay ~th;"'lll'~ is beautiful and ailClent: h('r "'rcmt may !JoIl 

Qi~ and.:Ji,n (hC1he better hair 18 gwt'den8. ' 
• Thl ~ It rolfld, like Parif ; its circ~t., I have said", .bout .lIle [ngllst; nllft'll: her 

l.I'habi~4."~,OOO .oul~. at most. 'rhe cblof ornaments of the city a rc the M'ydan, hr 
pat market: thl> Hummuml, or hot-houIe'; the l1Josqucs, tbe Kmg's p.llacel. ')ud tbe 

r¥dena;'!: 
.. . The Mydditi. III die lItari of.tI.e city, and. to say truth, all the braftty, coneOUhC. 

"e.\I~" and uade, ~ eolIlPriled 1n..,Per. J.\.II built qUddrnngulllr, though of ullcqual angles: 
(tQm nordo so)uth~1 a"e,,~ared "and IMVt;llty.fjVl:ei my pace~ frulII cast to lI Cst, twO"' 

hundr:e( but. :;'ourrtilll tbe·.'.le lilt -tne ~rt1l 'l!ftl.i,;" il at least a thou'loand.· 
I II, it bullt iD (orm of C:r RottO ExcMnll:e ... lth fout "ISi aod Il court widlill, ca~ed \'he 
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The palace erected for the present monarch, -Futteh Ali Sh"", 
was the ~~ of a ,builder named, Aga Bozoorg, ~o was himself 
our guille o"'~ar it. It has not ..ween compl~ted morC' ~than four 
years, andryraMltpgether done -at the. ex.pense of the present .Go
vernor of th'lofity,,Ha9,iee Mohammsd HODsein Kha\!, .... tribute
to.J1is sover~i~n_ ,:' it i~ said to be. by iar tae best patace of his own 

' in aU the country, and far superior to any of the r<§al residences 
at.J:~hcrauJ.''Tabreez, Kcrmanshah, or Shiraz; for, though all the 
remains (If departli\! !ifallde~ ~&t-are the property of the King, it 
is the . fashion of this country fOf the reijfrting s..overeign not to 

H}ppodrome;"'o callc'tl from their J'Unnmg Wllh houe~ there. It is stored wiih all Olerchao
!lises, chie~ drt~J~~.~ an"a to this place daily resurt mo~t nations, "I\S Eugliah, Dutch", IJortO
gUelC, Arabians, T;l\·~~, ~JryTiR, Aimcllian .~, MUllc{,vites! and llldians. 

'The Hunlllluml' &!re'fl: rolfnd, spnciou's, :ll'Id ~ostly ;""'one ofj6Vbich. buBt by thi~ king, 
cost ,fifteen tllOusand pound~ ,tcrl ing', crc it was fillished. TIley are much given to bathing, 
and i\ is mo~t of their pllysi,:;. The mell go ill the aften\ool\, the.~:)l ne1\ at morniug,"\.nd 
guided by the CUlmdls. 

'Th(' mosqucs, Of chmchcl, · life large and he.nd-.;lme: that at t~&t side of the M,4!l1l 
. is moslUcautifuL It is rotnKl , built with good wliitt! marble, five Ms b,iglh from ""the aGle ', 
the rcst is dried bricks, covered over wi~h. pOl~fH)f ATa~ic. "6ld like wor~ .. ') . 

• ThetK iug', prime Ilouse is within the Mydnn,)It)- no wlII;...elltrend l ill~arther. ·(hal\; the 
other hou"clI ; it ill t1l"O stories high, gilded aud wrought in .fUt.iq"uc .... udc. • . ana ~i~s, to. tht 
olJtward v i~w ; within, th~ ru~m5 arc covered wi th rich ~a~~, ~e"oof ~bol~f<1 a.nd wroug'" 
with goie"tllld .blue, terraced aP,ove. 

, Bdore his door lie unmo?nt.ed forty-three delXl..l,?annon'.~I'I~-II.~-thirty §l;n>rau, the relt 
of iron,' an~are c ul vcrins. Tqesc were brolLflht -trGtn

J 
Ormull-:..u r Be.hylon. 

' At lhe norlb cutl of Ihe MyJan arc c~ltt. or nine .... oolfls, .~ chapels,IJUng.,wi'p. b.mpI, 
~hicJ.I, bciilg IIJI\I'I'! and clca~ive.1> daintf spfendour . • Hj.4er, lIometi.ia', the Kinjt' repaiNl, 
and wh~'ll he is aw~y ... the "cople arc !ldmitted. . 

• :rhe g~n1c1l8 fall in Ihe llext Vlacl'l to 1K' 5P11'ken.m; and in tim,. tile city enjoy. t¥DJ, 
both b rb'"e lUll! delightful. l .witl cQI!.tel'lt myaelf te sreak. of one, by~!cb .J-0" ~ .~ 
ture of the '~8t" 
. ,It IhlHhe sou ttl · we~t end~ of ~he 5ity, to ~hich you pllSS through·"n Itree .. .ot. t1-o • 
leng th, aljij · &cHer, both sides planted with '9henor trees. 

'The garden
1
}s called NR7.llr-i.treeb:W:N e. thousanW~e<~.rtlm noUh~'4Dd 

!even ·~undr.broaill.. It hath varictie! of fruils and.pleat.n"~, an~ wat.ei1lll w~ 
• 8trea~ut through the Corotiian mountain" a~~d ia... fo~.ci~y. ~r()ll~ . .h!thl!: The ~. 
"alk ilj . set with pipell i lead and ~I .. throjl~-';hie'h .the ~r ·w uteed. and'liftl nriety 
If pleasure. .., 

· Ftom the cotrauce W tlle f~r eudtl!li'. -oWl C()D~ OlIen ~" divided.. lillO, nine .. 
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inhabit any palace of his ancestors: lSO that execl1<>nt cdHices are 
thus neglected and destroyed, to ('r(~('t infe rior ())){'s on their site. 

ThilS pala(:t', which is iu tht, ~en('ral st} le of tlw plnin~'~t of the 
old ones hert', is furnished with spacious eoul't. .. , i(mlltai.ns, (·anals. 
gardens, and trees. 'Vith SUdl tint' modds illlJllewateiy hcf()l'{, 
their eyes, the builders have .sucec('ded in completing: II tolt'rable 
imitation of ~e more ancient works. It is ollly It'ss ('o:;tly, .less 
gorgeous, and less overpowcrin~ in sph·nuour. The apartment." 
are laid out on nearly the ~ame pla.n, ami ~'e :ulorned in a vcry 
lSilpilar way. Sqmc few paintingl:i of Georgian youths, of both 

ascenu, each mouflting h ig:hcr loy a fuot Ihan the ollll:r: ti ll' ~ I'an' u..'lw i )(~ Meh .HC\·ll l il< 

~mooth aut! JlI {" I ~~II't. In Ihe miil ~1 i ~ a fa il lall k, or I'"ut! of wal" I, of lwei-'I' ~'flu ld angl i'~, 

aod rows S{>f with pipC' !> t o ~pnut the w,lter. 

• At the enlrallce i~ a linll', hilI u'cll-!mi lt houS(' o f 1'!,' a~lIl'i" .IU' lowN mlml~ adotm',l will. 

crystal w:lter, ilTlnmTC'ti will. ' allk~ uf ti t II while marhle. 
'Tile chmllhN!I ahove fi rc l'lllif'iu'<l w.lh p'NII' C~ , reprt's(" lIlmj:: ~\,Ulls, haw~; " l-\', fil.tll ll !!". 

archery, 'Wf('~th n~, &c ,: otht'T plan's in usc ,,~' r y TidIl y o\'l'rJ'liu with !t"M ,u1I1 ,17111','. 

• Bul thai whit'h i ~ of must ,'ornnu:mla't iou, is 1';(' \lII'S I1,:rl 11 I'IIJ"Y": till, hy hein),( ~l'alt'd 
~o high, it UVI'flops (lIlU g-i\('s the l'lI:Ce\lent vi('w o f !\ {!.Tt'a! parI of tlw ri ly, \\ liw!. (', ' ll nut IX' 

obtained "lllCw here. 

• RelllrniHg tll the ("it)', you \I " S ~ over a briilg:t" ardlt'd ilild "lJpl'"rlcd ",ilt. fh'i .aml-thirty 

piilArf;, under which is II 1I1 rcam of wal('r, 'illl lcl iTl1('" ~o broad as thr ThallH'!I' 'II I.ntll lol1, hUI 

other sometimes ncar drii'd "i' : and lie thai 100\..('Ih to il IS .alletl P rince uf Ihe River, a 

name and emploYllll·nt of g rral honour !llltl b(,Jld~ I , 

'Abhas, t1w lale \' i rloriuu~ Kiflg:, wit h whom r,'w tlling~ were illllJos~ .IJI (', for UUlUy Y""r" 

past hath pmlcavourcdlo ('ut througl. many m()unt., ins, (lhe Coroni(Il ', Iwiflg 11(')(1 the 10WII ,) 

to bring Ihll river lo !;I'aw hawll, hy the daily labour of furty tho'.~a:" l ~ Ia~cs, whieh uf il self 

runs q uietly fifty mi1ps di~ tallt then('c, antl lnl!' lX' rfo rmed il uhnost !l1H'cc,.,sfully, wllieh, when 
it has perfection. may well ('u ltlpafr .... illl Ihat old wOliller, intended hy vflin-glorious N~, c, h,'· 

t ... i:d Ostia and Averun!, flOW ('ailed Ly.'oia. 

• O"t of th~ city, behind that late de!!CrihC'd gardl' n, i~ a /Rount risiug ill mids t a spa

cious plail', which by the' Persian~ I ~ called Uarow, !llld 8upp(J~.'(1 Ihat plal' l' where D a riu lI, 

m imitation of his prl'deces80f Xerxcb, W('pt IIpon vicw of I.i~ imlUill('I(JUl< a rmy, so suddenly 

to bet'om.:: nothing. 
• In thill city ,i! a column, comll(let of IIcvcral heads, of mel!, uulclupes, 101H'k!l, goats, bur. 

faloe~, .t'lephanl8, and euim:is': it j~ a t the b;'3e ahollt twenty fM t ill COm fllHIS, amI , ' ) 8UPp!l!C, 

tbe he ight thre('ScOfI( It wa~ ercttcd lIVUn thiS o("C'Miou : wIlen t\hhu~ wa,. prodaimed Killg, 

tbe Spawhawuiau8 would not let him cnt~r, bllt charged him wllh tlte dC~lth o( Mahomet, Ilis 

father, and the murder of Emyrhamze, the P rince, lli!; ~Ide r brothr r. 

• Thi. netded Abbas, and mmle him ",wear s toutl y by l,i8 Cf?wn , by hi~ father', 80ul, the 

~}I 
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sexes, arc seell, with portraits of Jem~}lC'ed,· and other distin
guished ancients, amI or Jengiz 1\ han, and some other moderns. 
The portrait of tl)(' King himself occupies the chief' place ill every 
apartllll'llt: sometimes J't'pn.~seJlted a.s seated Oil the chair or throne 
of state: at others, reclining in the divali, !:-urrounded hy his sons 
and officers of court. The portraits arc all alike, and are said to 
be very faithful: they are eXl~cutcd as well as any of the older 
paintings of Ispahan. AU these rooms being newly carpeted. 
thl' work fresh, and C\'cry thing in perfect order, there is greater 
plca .... ure ill wituessing this effort of recellt labour than in tra
versing the dccaYNl halls of more splcmlid days ; though almost 
every purt of the mout.·rn work!-i, hoth ill the al'l'ltiteduf(~ and the 
det..1.ib, bespeaks a decline of art in the country. 

The present monal'ch has resided at lspahan at thft·f' different 
periods, fc»)' a !-.hort tim€' on]y: but though he admires the situa
tion. the dilllate, the proutu.:tiolls. anu the former greatness of 

cight rl'fulg-e lll mils, lh( ' ('II'I'('H 1,IIIHln'd !!,l llleS of God, anti the honou r of his prophet Ma

homet, for thi~ n:bdJioli III' "uulll chaslis!' thcm hra~c1y, cut nff forty thousand of their heaus, 

tu ra'$(' a piliar uf t~rror anti lullllira( 'OIl, a" It rcady sal'Tlliq' 11111<' Mahomet. 
, Aftu IllI l{h ado, he confl'lC'r~ tlwllI, rallsac'ko; Ihe ('t t y, l..ill ... a thou~and of thcm, and, 

mindful of Ill S oath, gi~es order to hehe.ul forty thuusand, A lamclltahle cry was raised, 

and mud, ClltH'llty 118('11, btl: to ~mall l>lIrpo5C The vow of til\' Persi,lIIs lle~cr aiters, nor 

could hI: he' dis~uatlccl. t ill till' I\llIfti, Ot ~acrt:d Ui(>sscnl{er, 116~urcs hiln, Mahomet by revela
tion tuid hUll, his ualh might li..: dl~')I'1J l;('cl Wilh, so fvrly thousand wen' b ... hcadt,t!, no matter 

wlt"t; to whidl, at It' llgth. lie is eonh'ul to, wlw(cup'Jll a general maesacre of all sorb of beast 
eJH'culed, the Imrml(,:Jl; oftI.'II l;uflering for til(' noccnt ; lIml thi~ monument of merciless 

mercy was reared I,i~hc , Ihall auy mUIUjUl' ill lhal .. ily, rhough !lOW grown ruinous. 

, A likf' trophy Wll~ buih hy crtwl Mu sta pha Bassltw, general fur the Great Turk, Amu_ 

mth the Tilinl, who witl, a IH\O\lr..:tl lhonsHnd wen enleTNI Perllia, anel was repulsed by Sultan 

Tocflmark, tli!' P('ui.lIl gl'net"I, where, in III!' Caldarall jJlt,iu,., Ihirty-thou&alld Turkl 103t their 

li"e~, and ulIly {· ,~lll t!'Oll~amt Per~ian~, of whoso: I,eads l\Iu~tal'l,a made 1\ tllOtlUnhtlit for his 
,Jear-liought victory, ami horr{.. .. tn the Pereianll.' Pa!{..:~ R2_YI. 

:\ I'iu!!lllar reptesruldlmtl i~ '!i~e", ill lUI ellgral'inl;, of Ihil> nbelisk, or monc.meut, ('om

po~ed of human skulls, somC' jlflrt.> of wl,il'h remained to It perjut! within the memory of per_ 

SO/1M still !i~ing in Isp.lhaIJ; hut ('rer), Irate flf It is nuw fortullflte!), obliterated • 
• J emshred, the Alfred of lhe " eulans, to whom all great work. are attributet.l.. is &aid to 

ha,"e divided his ~nhjC<'u intt) four r b nes: tlie secont! of which, or the warriors, were culled 
Nenerei'uns, - 1114/Qr,lIlJ/ Ptnill, p. 20(i. Call the NeSiereea.h of Kerrund, ant! of the mouu

taiu5 in Syria, have any relation to thele? 
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Ispahan, tJw latter of whit-h he might have it ill h i~ power to 
restore by his resitl(:,llce here, a regard to his p(:"r~onal safety is 
said to make h im prefer the had air, hatl wOlter, and otlw)'wise 
disagreeable station of T clH.'rllUll, wherp 11(' has ~Cl'ltJ'('d his t1'(';]

sures by strong wall:-;.-i~ Ill'a)'l' r his O\\'U trihp of tlll' l\.ujurs fo), 
support, ill casl' of l'('l)('lIio1\,_all<1 has Ilt'hillu hilll impl'lIl'trahle 
forest:-; for CSCU])l', in the t.'vent of' tht'se hetrayilJlr him.- " 'hdhC'1' . . ~ 

these be his tnotiVl~s or not, l'Iw:h i .... tll{' g(, Ilt'I'<lJ opinion of hi:; f..uh-
jects h ere, who do 1I0t I-,(,I'uplc to P),()lIt)UIIl't.' it 0pl'IlI~·. (lIut inv(' igh 
both agaiJist his houmill'ss <lvari('('. hi ~ oPl'rl'!'.sivl' ~o\,(,I'n)lH'lIt, th(' 
corruption of his infcrior ag(' lI ts, .IIHI his OWII pl'I':o.o llal (·o",anlicc. 

AftC')' )ollg waitillp: ill vain for an ofTasion of' ti('part ing with :J 

caravall from helJ('c fill' Shil'a ~, w(' had dt'lertnillt'd. tu ~('t Ollt on 
the morrow alone, and trll~t, a~ W(' hatl dOIll' In,fore on similar 
occasions, to our 0\\, 11 \'i~ilall('e amI union for .... al(·t.' . 

Tlw ('ity of' ISl'flhalJ ht.' illg M'ah'd OIl a perfl'd plaill , with no 
one I ~milll'n ('{' throughout it:-; Vil:-.t (:XlClIt , we had <1:-. yL't t.'njo),cd 

no cOlmnanuing ,·jew of it as a whole, frolll any tHll' part of the 
nUllH'J'OUS rilit's tll il t w(' hilll takt'll around it. The 1Il0~t elC'vated 
huihling ill tht' (' it)', t'xceptillg ollly till' UOHlt'S a1l(1 lIlillarel ~ of the 
mosques, WilS fortllllJllcly a part of the r(,I'Y' l'Hhu'l' \H' inhabit(>tl, 
and stood at thC' r nd of a walled pa:o;sap;<', of ahout a thousand f(,ct 

in length, leading directly from tht, ('ourt of 111)' own apartment 
eastward towards tht' ,M,aiui.lJl, or Great Square . 

• 'fhe Knjurs a re a Tnfki~h trill<.' Tile tir.t !lOll of th(' pr('s('nt K wg(Jf 1'('I ~IoI, Fn' lt ~ A!. 
Shah, callell Mailomm('\l \Vah !'I'IIlLa, was 011('1' GOV('fllOf of MI(~I")II , loul 1m .. Il<'ell IlrL\ CIL oUl, 

,LUU IIOW lives aoollt Ill~ ral h ('r'~ (,O ll rt at 'reh clan, wilho ul a IHJ';t. The "1 'I'ond '>Oll, MalHIlllcd 

Ali l\1ina,IIOw Governur of Kerm'Ill~' Hlh, io, ,I lii gh.~,.in l['( 1 [lid \\Sl'lrill~ o.:hal .11·tl'f, and a 

great favomitc of thl ua t ion. TIlt' thir'! .. un, Ahha'l Milia , G{>\'['rnor "f T l, IJf<' I'f , L~ ' c~s en

ler l' ,-ising: and 11''1''1 p"plll,lf; bU I 111'1" lIH' avow .. d fa vollfitc of the 1lI0n.ll eil, .UlJ I~ ,'eclaret! 

Jlcirto his , hrone. The fuurth lOll, Hi.I. .. ~an Ali MiTla, GovcrrJl)T of Shrf[l7., j, ~,->('mllll;J y c(Jn

Il'uted with his p re>M!17t power, and p\lt~ forth rw prel('n sio() ) to (III c>;t(,llsioll of it. Til '" two 

iirst of th()8(. arc the oAs llr:ng of the King ~ Geor~ian WOlliell: the thud I ~ h ~ a III~h-horll 

female of th(· J\.. ' IJur tribto, a lld ill therefore chosen tn ~ 1I C' ~'ef'{1 t\w K III~; hUI the ~eeonJ SOli 

refuse. to do him homage during the life of his r .. ther, alld puhlicly avows IllS dcterminatlo ll 

to dilputc the empire with him, at the point '1" the ';WON, 011 this monarch's death. 

2 112 
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This huiJdiJlg is called Ali Kaupct', or Ali's Gate, from the 
Ttll'kish; the low~1' part of it having lweH bJ'tlught fmm the tomb 
of Imam Ali, at Nujufl'. Tht' t'<iifi('p is a lofty square pile, of five 
stories in Iwight, wi th a Hat h'ITiU'(' on the top. As the chief 
huildl'I', A~a Bozoorg. was always ncar, from his as::;isting 1\1r. 
AI'lIl~tl'()llg ill his labours, and this with all th~ othe1' pUblic edi
fices was in his custody, we expresseu a desire to ascend to the top 
of it, amI take our cveuing cotfee and caleouns,-ll favour which 
was readily granted, 

The eastern front of this building o("('upies the immediate 
('entre of the west side of the Maiuall Shah, Jooking directly over 
that extensive square, amI opcnilll-!: into it ; and its western, or 
back front, ]pu, hy the;> wallpu pa~sHge ues(,l'ibeu, uil'edly to our 
own n'sitlencp.. 'Ve ascendeu it 011 the iusidc by a narrow stair
case, the :->t(·ps of' which had been cased with coloured tiles, and 
the walls amI ceilings wet'(' richly painted. After passing a nUlll

her of' small apartments and irregular passages, we came on the 
third story to the noble hakollY, or portico, whith overlooks the 
Maidull, alill ill whidl the sovt'reigns of ])ersia used to sit, to 
receive proee~sjolls, embassies, or otht~ r large assemblies, as they 
appea.red hefore them in the sllllare helow,· This portico rc-

• Tht, mall ncr in ,.,.hid, t11t'~C C lll has~ic<; w('re re( 'ei~cd and enlerlainel\, liS wdl U~ tILe cha

ra('IN (If the r<.'i).:'lIiol; monarch aud III ~ ('ollrl, ii, the t ime of Ahhas, is so gral,llieally 
dcserilwrl hy Heron!, fl.:.r a peru!!al of /lis alT UUlI[ will give rile mo(krn rf'adl!r a more accu

rate notion of rh l SIn /!' of 1111' c"t111 1ry tlu!n, t han any rh ing tkll ('ould 1>(' prt'~('n rnl to Ilim. 
He wili 110r fail 10 loan' oiJs~'f\cd, ill a prc~'cdilJ; I::l. t nll'l (rol1l the !!ame 0111 writer, thr fl'.,:~,dom 

with which t nl \' cllt.:r~ spn!..(' , two centuries ago, of ti le pt'col i;uil icl< in for('i~n mannen that 

allr,lrl('l1 tlJl' lr all('lI llOlI, Mitre f('('Cnt \'oyabrcrs are obligt'd to spellk It!ss plainly: but it 

i ~ (jucst io llable 'Wl' (' lhef the public tasle lIas not driven thcm into the opposire l'1(treme, nml 

whether whar is ga ilLl'd HI J"corlun of C:l. pl c\;~ioll i$ not lost ill fid chty of descriptiou, The 
foilowing i!! HHbert '~ accotlnt ()f his t'Jlt('rla inmcllt in 16:.!7, 

, At our ulig:htiul-i at the cou:t-gah-, all olli.·,:r led us intn a little place, having a pretty 

marole ]lund or tank ill ('entre, the re~t sl're(l.<1 with silk C'arrets , 'iherc our ambassador 

nnd the rE':o1 ~ taycd two houri, and then were feasted with 1I di~h of pelo, whi('h i ~ rice boiled 
. . . 

WIth 11('05, mUUon, butter, a lmonds a lld tormcrack : but how mean soe,'cr the dIet was, the 

furnitu re wa l< ('1(C:I'I\ f' lIt, pure beaten gold, both dishe!>, cO"en, flagons, ClJpS, lind the rest. 

, TllCl1('c we were led by mltny Sultans, through a la rge, delicate, and odoriferous garden, 

In a house of pleasure, whuse chambers lx,th viewed ~h(! tops or Taurus and the Caspian Sea. 
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semMes in its genera) aspect that of the (:lwhel Sitt/oll. aml thC' 
pillar!:! are of tilt' same uumllPr and de.s('[iptioll. \\' t.' passed 
our evenlllg here, enjoying tIl(' splt.·ndid vit.·\\· t)f the city. till 
night invited us to n·po.se. 

'lnlu Illis lodgt, Wt' Coten:,I; th(' !Ol\' rO"1Il wa~ roulld ant.! "fJaciou~, lltl.' ~r<llllu l sprl';td 

y,ith ~i lk carpets, ill til(! midst. R m:lrhlc lank full of cry~talliur waiN (au cI~' lht'IiI of 11" 

1>011111 at:l"oulJt in Ilwse torrid hahil aliulI.i), and round ubout Ihe tank, \'I's~e l s "f purr I),"oltl" 

"~ome "lied with winc, others with ~wcet-snlcllmg flow!'rs" 

'Thence into a t'hamher, fuwi",hed Hl manner a~ till' form .... r, hut with ll,n-I: tilnt"~ lUull 

,"esscl:o< of gold, st't Ilwrr for pOlop a lltl ObSCII":lIiou" 
, At the (' lid sat the Pnt~hau!,;h, or great il: ing, l"ro ... s.leg~ctl, ami mounlet.! 1I liltk IlIgllt'! 

than the rest, hi~ Seal Illwing IWo ur tl!rec white :.ilk !lhags IIl'un lhe cUfjJet:>. 

, His attirt' wa~ v('ry ordinary; his tulipant cnultl 1I0t oulvaille forty ~llillill gs, hi ~ fUai 

rerl ralico quilted with cotton , wortl! very liltk, hi ~ ~wurd hung ill a leather ueh, it~ h,mt.!k 

or hill was golt!; ami ill regard lhe King was so plain allin"d, mu~1 of the C":uurl Irati 11k" 

I1pparel 011 fOI" that d :I)". 

'Yet the I'lnte and jewels iu lhat huus .... argued against povert)'. a. merdmnt IhelL then" 

imngined it worth twenty milliutl3 of ]lorll1d ~ " 

, So Roon lI S our Inni umiJas!\,ldnr callie to Ililll , he hy his iul('1 pr('tcr Ilrlin~ fc(1 IJrieHy the 
cau~e of Iii,. juufm"y, which wa~ I" ('(lngra.luialc his \'kturious snccc~s a~ailiSI lht~ Turk, 1o \"tIWII" 

the Il"a lli (' .,f ~ilk, ar lt! olhrr thr l\ g- ~ 1o lX.'llefit Ih," mcrdllllrt~, and I" "."1' Sif HUUcrt Shcri('y I'"rl,l"e 

himselr from Iho;'(' impulaliolls bi,I!)1l him hy NUi!dil"'g Ihe J\ illL; "f l't:r~ia IIi>! L,Ie :JmJl;lssaJur. 

'The King gavc him a very g:raciuu1I n"l'ly, lind whelt~us \ ... Ihiul. s it hVUOllf I"lIflugh 10 It"! 

the grcat Turl.'~ amha.s~at.!or l.lS~ I Ill" IWIII of his ,"Olll, alit.! somt"l l llle~ hi" f(lOI, Ill" vc"ry Ilubly 

gave our 'lIuh .. ~sadn l hIS Itaut.!, anti wlt\r il pul1l'{1 him down null srated him Iwxl to I,illl 

crou- Ieggct.!, anti callillg" fof a 0.;";: "fwiuc, drank tf) I ll~ Majest)our falllOIl~ il: ml;;", al which hI" 
pllt off his Imt, fI.(ltl thc il:illg Sf'ein).!; iI, put "f{ i!i" turban, and cinwk Ih .. ntl' ulf, which OU! 

a.mb<lssador ple'lgcd thankfully. Aud tlU' I't'0l'1(' I\lUU:;:ilt il u strang(" til ill!,; 10 s('c their il:mlj: 

:.0 compliment ai, for iT is a ~ballle with them to be hare·lu>atJc-d . 

• The clmmber wherciu he was ClIlertHiut.'<.i, hat.! the liide~ paiutcd and 1!.;1~lcJ vcry heautl" 
fully, though int.!eed the verse mlly IJ>C iru"Ntcd, 11li/trH(1 "WjlC"/"IIUu/ up"', am/u01 I/UI/rl;,?"I, 

< H.oulid abou t, wilh their bat'ks 10 ti le wall, were s(:alcd fifty or sixty BCg/t:IOCg8, Ru/tan", 

and Ghawfis, who sit like 80 mall)' ~tatucs, rather than living men" The Ganymede bo)'& go 

up !lnd dOW1Je wilh fla gons ofwiue, an t.! 61110 those that covel il. 
'The day bel"rr this ceremony, the King rud(- tu hunt the tiger, IICt"tllIt paflll'f/ tluly wilh 

twu h"'ldred women, ~'is win:'11 and concubines; most of them were lIuired like t'ouragoou!> 

"mazons, with scymitar, bow, and alroW!, the cl1 ll11chs riliing abroad 10 prohihit tilly to come 
III view of them : the penalty i" no Icss thall lOllS of life. a t.!ear pri('e for novelties . 

• And t1wugh f(lr ~Ihe Ol08t purl, whell the Killg is ill'" progrrH:I, he has ~ometimes ten thou· 

~and, other I iUles I wellty thousant.! Co:t.c1bashaws, or soldiers of bel'lt n't"kuning, yel !It our being 

then at court, tYo:o thousand wall the most thcn attending him.' Page! !)(i-98. 

There ar,~ passages in this, Ilnd indeed in the works of all old travellcfI. which could not 

now be printed; but the cu rious mu~ lx, CO'ltCllt to refer to these ill the origiual!l, 



CHAPTER VI. 

DEI' RTURE FROM I PAR N-AND JOURNEY BY EENAB D 
• 

ND YEZDIKIIAU T TO PERSEPOLIS. 

OCT. 14th.-HAVING completed all our arrangements for pro
secuting our journey further south, we rose early, and taking a. 
moonlight breakfast, with the friends who had so hospitably en
tertained us at Ispahan, we mounted our horses for departure 
at day-light. The Fakeer, Zein el Abedeen, had now I u 
to remain at this city; assigning as his reason, that a revival 
of the passion, which h had in vain performed a pilgrlJl' [UMJj~. 

conquer, would not suft'er him to quit again the vo abode 
of his mistress, who, he assured had taken pity on him • ce 
his return, and made him vo of eternal fidelity, though her 
husband still held her in ndage. ho -
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ever, still continued attached to me; and though he was evi
dent averse to our setting out on the journey alone, yet he 
a1fected to bid a loud defiance to all dangers, as he buckled on 
his sword. 

Mr. Armstrong insisted on accompanying us out of the city, 
and the Topjee Bashee, Assad Ullah Khan, who was prevented 
from doing u this intended honour, by his having an early en
"gagement with the Governor, sent his o~ led horse, with his 
young son, Mohammed Hassan, and a number of his servants to 
swell our train. All this, as I had now resumed my former cha
racter of an Arab Pilgrim, I would rather have dispensed with, 
but there as no resisting these kind attentions. 

As we quitted Ispahan, we went out through the Shiraz-gate, 
passing through the long avenues of the Char Bagh in our way, 
and having gardens on each side of us, well watered by fountains, 
canals, subterranean aqueducts,· and artificial casci:Ldes, the trees 
in most luxuriant foliage, ·and full-blown roses adding their per
fume to this general breath of Spring, prolonged to so late a sea
son. Cro~sing -the bed 'of the Zeinderood by the fine bridge 
before described, we continued our course southerly, having 
Julfa and the mountain of the fire templ~ on our right; and 
passed through a mean but extensive burying-ground, where a 
party of females were uttering their lamentations over a new
made grave.t 

In about an hour we had gained a line of small hills, in one of 
the pas through which we filled our water-skins at an enclosed 
sprin as we learned that there was no water on the road before 

• The aqueductl Penia are all subterrauean, and contribute nothing to the architec-
tural bent}' or ornament ohhe country, like those of Europe. 

t Thi. a very ancient cuetom. We read of the hired mourners (or the dead in the 
iWiillt.lll'ea. Herodotut deecribet the practice as prevalent in ancient EiYPt. And Herbert 

toUowillg mention of it ill bis d y in Pertia I-
'r marrit.gea have not much ceremony, PO~ II tolerable. Their burials are 

utiCCbr }IIII1forI1D8d bJ hind women, who tor 6ve hoW'll pace, ICratch their ugly lacea, howl 
bIIIIedJ;l)eIl"tlMllirftlle hair,. ooa and counterfeit IOI'l'OI abominably: t.betQ their ejaculation. 
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us. From this spot we cnjoyefl a last view of Ispahan, which 
from this elevated point, and during the freshness of the morning, 
looked indescribahly ueautiful. 

It was lU.'re that our friends quitted us to return to the 
city. The grnsp of my eountrymall was warm and ('ordial: and 
the expressions of the young Mohammed Hass.'l.11 were as kind 

as whcll we parted before at the Khan of Chal Sccah; though 
he said he had thallked God a thousand times alrt'<HJy, alHl 
should continue to do so all hioS lift', f('lf our having so unex
pectedly passed ten days to~ether, after what both had thought 
a final s('paration. 

On ('h"aring the ridge of hill ..... we came out Oil an extensive 
plain, 011 the left of whi('h villages, garuells, alld the largt· t'ir(.'ular 
buildings for pigeons, hdore tlesl:riued, occupicd a lillc of several 
mileK in the way throll~1t this, we passed ~OHH.' ruined huild
in~s: and at it~ cxtremity Wt~ ('ame to a ste{'p road. cut up over a 
hed of roek, with sOllie Ue:-il!rteu huts at the top. 

As it was now lIeur BOOII, we alighted to refresh. The (,harac
tel' of the stOIlC ("oll1polSing the hills hert', wa~ tlifferelli from that 
we had seen befort\ being hard, dose-grained, of' a chocolate-brown 
colour, placed in hor.izontal layers, of lIearly ("qual thickJlt'~s, and 
dispw:ied to divide in oblon~ square:-.. TIH~ last slate we had Seen 
was on the first low ridge of hills, wh('re we filled our supply of 
water for the journey; this, ioo, '''a~ of a browlli~h l:olour, anti 
disposed to divid(> pcrpcJI(licuJarly, in :;;<juarc pillars; thus dilf'cr
in#! frolll the hlue slate between lspahan and Humauall, which 
separated in horizontal plates. 

l'UlltulliC till his placinJ:; in the f!:rlwc, ..... hiC'h is aftcr tll('Y havc washed him, (for they think 
purification in life and death is ,-('ry Il(;CC~sary.) they Ilerfunu: him, wrap Ilim i.1 fiue lint'II, 
bid him eom nwnd them to all their fr irnlis, lily him willi hiR head to Mt'dina Talnabi, plaee 
hun where never any was fnnllcrly huried, (1K'{.li\llSC they think it lUI extreme injury to molest 
the bone~ of ~1Ic.h as sleep.) place two stolles writ with ArabIC letters, to signify hill Icx.lging, 

Its length uud breadth, then bid farewell: Page 1611. 
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At this pass there was a small custom-house for taklllg nccount 
of the entry and departure of goods from Ispahan, hut not for 
receiving the duties. On the right, in a plain, were seen som(> 
villages, hut the general character of the prospect was dull HIIlI 

harren, with dry plains, aud ridge~ of mountains perfectly hare, 
and of very broken and pointed summits. 
. When we mounted amI contiuued our way, our cours£> lay 
first south-west, and then south-south-east, hut was on the wholt> 
nearly south; and after passing some wall:.; of gardells and small 
vilJages, now deserted from want of water, we arrived about an 
hour and a half before sunset at the village of Mayar, which j:.; 

esteemed nine fursucks from Ispahall, from whence we had heeu 
travelling ten good hours, at a quick walking pacc. 

This village, which jl'i spated in a narrow defile of the plain, 
between bare hills, is l;mall, amI almost totally ruined, there being 
now only a few gardens with their occupiers there. Au excellent 
earnvanscra, of a more highly-finisheil kind than we had yet seen 
in the country, on the public roao, is also abandoned, and going 
fa&t to decay; but as it offered us the temporary slu-Iter we 
requirpu, we halted here for th(>' night. 

OCT. I.5th._\Vhill' we were preparing to move at an early 
hour in the morning, the attention of the Der\Ti~h was attracted 
by the sight of a Persiall stanza inscribed on the brick-wall of the 
recess in front of our chamber. Some sorrowing lover had pro
bably written it, under the warm recollections of his mistress; and 
Ismael, whom it powerfully reminded of his young lover at Bag
dad, was moved to a degree of feeling which I was still unable to 
comprehend. The Persian verse, as far as he was able to interpret 
it in Arabic, expressed the following lamentation :_' When the 
remembrance of thee steals into my heart, like a spy in the night, 
tears of water first flow from my eyes; but these soon give place 
to tears of blood.' After repeating the verse in Persian aloud for 
.everal times, and evidently with a high degree of admiration, and 

2 l 
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lookin~ alternately at the writing and at me, he exclaimed, ' Ah ! 
how hard it is to have one's heart divided hetween Pllilosophy 
and Love! The first would make me your disciple and your 
follower throu~hout the world; but the last-yes! it cannot he 
otherwise,-that will make me abandon all my dreams of wisdom 
and perfection, and hasten my return to the young Elias. the 
moment that you embark upon the ocean for India.' _ ' Al 
Ulluh,' ,It hs with God; I replied; and the Dervish repaired 
with sorrow to his labours. 

We departed from Mayar suon after sun-rise, and went ~outh
easterly a(.'TOS~ a desert and gravdly plain. Our cour~c graullally 
turned morc to the l;outhward, and was nearly ~outh-south-cast 
throughout the whole. The character of tlH' C'ount!'} was exactly 
similar to that OVl'l' which w(' had passed on the precNling day: 
flat and LJarrell plaills, bounded by ridgt's of' hare rocky moun
tains, with a few deserted villages and caravanseras seen in dif
ferent directions, and no w"ukl'. Our whole distance '\'US six 
fursucks, according to report, which we rode in aoout seven hours, 
as it was fuB an hour past noon when we entered Komeshac. 

At the distance of a mile before we readied this place, we 
came on the ruins nf a desertfu village, where there were now 
only a few gardens artificially wi}t.ered. sC'l-eral large pigeon towers 
like those at Ispahan. and an extensive burying-ground. The 
principal objPct visible in this last,· was a large tomh, crowncd hy n 
cupola rising from amidst trees, amI standing at the foot of a 
rocky mountain, its sacred precincts l>eing marked by an en
closing wnil. As this was close to the high road, we alighted 
here, under prt!tcnce of reposing fur a momf'nt in the shade j the 
sun being powerfully hot in the parched plain Ilear, and a dead 
calm prevailing. We found at the place a troop of Persian sol
diers, who had made it their quarters as they halted on their 
march from Shiraz to Ispahan with public money, under escort. 
These were dressed in the usual costume of the country, but 
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they had each an Engli.h musket, with the East India Company's 
mark, and wore a double cross-belt, with a large bla('k cartouch
box on the right, and a bayonet on the left side, as hy English 
soldiers. These men at first insolently objected to our entry; 
but as we assured them that the only object of our ,iourne} 
through Persia was to visit th(' tomhs of the venerated champions 
.of the l"aith, adding all we knew of the tomb of lmaum Hussein 
at Kerhela, Imaum MOOC;;R at Bagdad, and lmaum Reza at Mm.hed, 
we were ourselves almost venerated a~ holy personages, and suf
fered without a murmur to pass on. 

This ::,epulchre is that of Shah Reza,-a lIalllC given to one of 
the sons of the Imaum Moosa, who!;c father is &oaio. to have had 
three hundred \\·ives, at diff'ercnt times and places, and upwards of 
a thousand children' No particulal'l-. were stated to us of tht! 
life or death of this branch of so holy and prolifie a root; those 
around us In·jllg quill' a~ ignorant as ourselvci:> on these points. 
The garden ill whidl flis tomb ,va... ~cat~d was exceedingly 
pretty, and contained I-.cvenil other huildings, for the accommoda
tion of vibitorr-. a!'oo well al-. HttenuHllt:,. In the centre of the upper 
court wat- a large Mluan.' ci~h~rH of solid masonry, filled with clear 
water from J'ullnjll~ ("treams ~ and on the sutf'ace of this swam a 
proud and fin'oured drake, followed hy hilS harem of lo,C'vcn milk
white ducks, the only birds of the kind 1 had seen since leaving 
India, and kept here a:- if ill token of the kind of fum(' which the 
father of' the deceui:>ed enjo)'L~ in the number of hi& 'Wives. and 
children. In another part of this court was a cistern of crystal 
water, in which were kept 60me hundreds of fish, as at Orfah, 
Tripoly, and other places near particularly 6acred spots; and as 
at these, they were here suffered to procreate their species, ad 
infinitum, without any preventing cause, bemg never disturbed, 
always abundantly watered, and constantly well fed. The earliest 
of the d.vine precepts, "Increase and multiply," had been not only 
well observed by the family of the honoured saint, but seemed 
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also to he encouraged, as much as possible, in others, by the ex·· 
amples which struck the eye of every visitor to his tomb 

The st'pulchrc had vcr)' little of grandeur: a large ))'luare room, 
ascended to by a flight of steps, and covered hy a dOlJle, contained 
in its centre au oblong sanctuary, ar<·hed over at the top, withiu 
which the ashes of Rcza wcrc enclosed in a smaner cast'. The 
tomb within was covered with offerings of si1ver (;andJcsticks, 
dishes, gauze handkc)'C'hiefs, tassels, aud trinkets, heaped in confu~ 
sion onc upon <lIIother. The brass bar-work ~f the QutPT cage was 
finely executed, in tht· clo~e hollow fahric of' a diagonal netting) 
the brass rods Bearly an inch in diamcter, and the s'luaTl'~ hetween 
them about th(~ same size, tilt' whole 1J<.~ing e<tuai to any thing- (If 

the kind that 1 had ('Ver st:'t'll in Europe or cJ ~('wher<·. On tIl(' side 
of this work wllich HU'l'd the l'Jltranct', W('f(' hung two or three 
paltry looking-glass(·s, and sotll(' written tabh~ts in Arahic: small 
carpets were spf(~ad over til(' who}(" and printed cotton cloths and 
shawls n'Cr(~ hung arounu. thc interior of the dome, like the tro
phies of our naval victories beneath the dome of St. Paul's in 
London. A profusion of Smaner offering:-;, I(:'ft hy visitors to pro
pitiate some vow, was Rm;pend(~d in all directions; hut as we were 
unprepared for this~ act of pie'ly. we dt'parted from the shrine 
wjthout leaving evclI a tribute behind us. 

On quitting the tomh of Shah Reza, we p""eu through the 
remainder of the burying-ground in which it stands. The tombs 
were all :Mohammedan, though some were of a very ('arty age ; and 
their general character was that of oblong hlocks of stone, about 
the common size' of a coffin, laid on the grave, with the inscription, 
('hiefly in Arabic, on the upper ~urfacc. They were invariably 
flat, which forms a characteristic diffcrelH:e from the tombs of the 
Soonnces, whom the Shccahs accuse of hereRY in making the tops 
of their sepulchres pointed and round. 

It was amiust these tombs that we saw the rude statue of an 
animal, as like a lion as any thing else, but almost equally resem
bling any other four-footed beast. There are several &imilar ones 
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at Hamadan, Goolpyegan, and Ispahan, stallding in different partl-i 
of these towns. Tht' I'>tatue at this place was I,DW thrown UOWll, 

and lying on its side in the high road: though, fftllll jt~ ht'ill~ thc 
only one W(~ could hear of ncar the spot, it is lik(:'l), to have been 
the samc as that Hoted hy Mr. ~'Iorier, Oil olle of' the t()lIlb~ Ilea l' ; 
amI thought hy him to h(" of vcry ~n'at antiquity. Thi~ lioll, for 
sp ch it was mO\oit probably intcndcd to rt.'),,·t'scnt, had .. I naked 
sword !:o.culpturcd nlong tht· side that lay uppf'rmost, aml un its 
blade w('re two lel1g~hell('d (,lrdt,s, ill tilt, {()fill of a Homan O. 
Mr. Niehulu-, in llis d('scriptioll of the gyllllla~t i c eXC'I',·bes at 
Shiraz, in the public-hou~e:o. calleu Sur~hor('. say>.;, that tlte dlam
pion in th('~:(' f(.>ats of ~trellgth is allm\'cd to put a lion . HI his 
tomb j amI teHs lJ. >.; tOI'Y of his mistake ill thi~ n'spect, 011 seeing 
lion~ 011 tomhs, near that place. (p. 14:$). This :;;tatue was there
fore prohahly on(' that dt'eoratcd the ~ravc of some such cham
pion who hau died here, and llli~ht havc IWCll of ('uIlIJJ<ll'ativeJy 
receJlt datt', as its t()fm was of the I'll(l(~st kind, aUlI it:; whole ap
pearance that of a work frolll a 1l1Odt~I'H :\1ohanlflwuan arti ... t. 

Aftl'r leaving tub plat·c. W(' t'lltcreu the to\\l1 of' l\..ouH'sitac by 
d lflCfln ~atc; the plaet> bl'illg t~llc01l1pa!-.~cd hya wall of bri(,k, 
coated with mud, of llloderate height, ~t n'llgthcn (:'d hy <'ircular 
bastions, ami hav ing a dry ditcl. 011 the lIorth ~ ide. The iuterior 
showed a lScries of' lIt~\V dWcUings, raised 011 the ruill-" of' older ones; 
and after pa.':ising through a line of roofed bazaars, we alighted at 
a small caravau-"era tlwJ'c. 

The town of' Komeshae is about the sizt, of Goolpyegan; hut 
more than half the buildings indudeu within its walb, are aban
doned and in ruins. Among them arc I'-een several large edjti('e~, 

probahly the d\\, (>lJjngs of governors at diiferent times; and two 
mosques. a public bath, and closed bazaar:-., an' left to t(:'~tify that 
the former population of the town was great(;"r than at present, 
there beiHg now scarcely five hundred resident inhahitants. 

We found here more general misery from want, than we had 
seen elsewhere; there being, first, an absolute scarcity of all the 
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necessaries of life~ and next, nn incapacity among the people to 
purchase what little there was, from their extreme poverty, and 
the high price of every thing. Though mendicants a'Ce far from 
numerou~ in those parts of Persia through whi(·h we had pasF;t"d, 
there were not less than fifty persons, old and yonng, who crowded 
round u~ in the khan, soliciting for God's sake a morsel of ureCl d 
to save them from starving. It was so dear, that our funds 
seemed hardly likely to last long enough to purchase sufficient 
food for ourselves and our horses as far a." Shiraz; but it was im
possihle to shut one's h eart against the claims of real want, and we 
therefore purchased and distributed bread among these miserahle 
and desponding supplicants, " .. ho loaded us with blessings in 
return. 

In the evening a <:aravau ufrived from Pars, laden with grain, 
on its way to Ispalli.lI1 : and thou~h there W(:' re at least two hUII
dred persons ac('ompan)"iHp; it, m ost of whom were anned, nJI(.J. 
about thr(>e hundrpd mules and horses, they had not been able to 
protect themselves from attacks on the way. The want of rain 
had heen so univcrsally felt over the country, that men were 
tempted to acts of c.lesperation to supply the cravings of hung(>r. 
This caravan had heen attacked by a party of nearly a hundred 
horsemen, who in a skirmish had killed two of the mule...drivers, 
and fiucceec.letl in ('arrying off ahout thirty lauen animals, the rest 
p-scaping hy (·loser unioll, Wht'll the danger of their scattered mode 
of tru\'clling Imd b(>en thus mach· apparent. This horde of rob
bl'rs was said to have heen Badjari, a name given to a race 
of people, l'il)Tin~ing from .Persians, Arabs, and Koords, who live 
in tents, amI range the vallt'y~ in the tract between this and 
Shooster,-.~peaking a "tnixed dialect of all these three languages, in 
which the Koordish is predominant, and acknowledging only the 
leaders of their rcspedive tribt>s. Elated by their success, they 
had also carrie!l off the flocks of some of the villages in their way; 
as in their own parched domains their grain had failed them, and 
their own herds declined for want of water and pasture to subsist 
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on. A hundred stories were told us of small rohheries committed 
by the distressed peasants of the ,'illHges near the roau,oll unwary 
passengers, from mere want; and ('very 'Voice was raised against 
our proceeding alone, as we professed we intended to do: but, 
conceiving that there might h<.· a~ Illuch saf(>ty in our own party 
as in fI larg<.·], one, since- wc hlld S('('I) tJwt numhers wefe not 
always a sure prott'ction, and abov<.· nil. )o,ill(,(, it woulu hl' impos
sihle for us to support a lon~ dcla:v, and JIU one kllt'w when a carn
van would overtake us, I ueh'rmilwd to go OU, agaiJl~t t hc IIlclina
tion of the Dervish, ami the relllonstram'l'S of all who attempted 
to advise us. 

OCT. 1 Gth.-ThC' scene of ye~tt'l'(la) was agillll r(1)catt'd, a:mo~t 
before it wa..., daylight: on 01lt' ham), a crowd of !'.ul'plic<lntl'i t()r 
hread; on another, mell u('cusiug liS of waul of COlll1l1011 prudcJ1<'t', 
and prognosticating our cCl'taill pilla~t' or dl~ath. 

When the ~UH rO)o,e, howt'vcl" W(~ hur~t through both these oh
stac:1e~; and set out from KOIllcsha'e '11011('. Goil)~ out of the 
easteTn gate, and ("ontinui!lg for l.Ibout half all hOll!' ill that direc
tion, our road turntd to the sout.hward, and h·u along the t()ot of 
c\ high ano bare railJ!:c of ))lountaiw~ to the l-'(lst. 011 our rigllt 
we had a deep plaiH, hounded on the Wl'~t Ity a ~iJlJilar range of 
hills, and about ten or twelve llliIc·s wide. 1t appeared to uc of 
unusual fertility, though it wa~ now spa! in~dy watered hy ~omc 
small streams., all the other channels being p(,l'fc('tly dry. Along 
the centre of this plain wa::o seen a liut' of vil1ages and gardens, 
continuing for several luiles to the southward, as: well as some 
others at its \Vestern extremity; but most of these were &aid to 
have been lately abandoned, from waHt of watt'l'; and indeed 
most of those ueb:r which we passed were descrted and in ruins. 

Our road over this plain lay about south-east hy south, and at 
noon we reached the small station of lVluksood Beggy. A large 
caravan from Shiraz~ going to hpahan, escorted by a troop of 
soldiers, had made their halt here, and every place of' shelter was 
fully occupied by them. Vie were treated, indcell, with the 
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p:reatest insolence hy th(' soldiery, for daritlg even to make an en
quiry about a place either for (}ur~elv('s or horscs, while they oc
cupied tllt' !StatiolJ. W (' wefe thefefore cOlltt:nted to halt for half 
an hOUf belH.'ath tIlt' shade of' a tree, near a !'mall stream of ahno~t 
stagnant water, at whi~h, howeVl',", our horses drank, while we re
posed: aftcr wilkh, 'Wt' again :it't out Oil our way. 

Our {'OUI'.sl~ contiJlued in uPluly the same direction as before; but 
the plain had now ('hanged from a light fertile soil to a gravelly 
and barren Olle, scantily spread with tufts of a thick wild grass, 011 

which a few flocks of shepp were seen feeding. ~ot a village now 
appeared throu~ho\lt our way, until after about four hours tra
velling we arrived at a small place call(>d Ammeenahad. It wa~ 
just hcHlfP our entering this that we met thr('c men on foot, com
ing towards us; and our suspidows were at first excited by seeing 
so SIl1<1Il 11 'Humber travelJing aloBe. When the), approadled us 
nearer, however, hmacl It'aped from his horse, £Iud emhrac'E'd OBC 

of them with all the fondness of a brother. They kissed each 
other on both side!'; of the cheek, drew a!:o.ide, emhraced, and kissed 
again for several times, before a word was spoken; and then the 
first word~ were, 'Y a Ismael! Ya Hassan! 1'a Ullah!' aud a 
thousand impatient f!nquiries followed. This Hassan was a young 
man from a town in Mazanueraun, who had bL"e1l known to the 
Dervish for lIlany years, and had often been tht' companion of his 
pleasures ill loany place:;", hut pa),ticularly at Bagdau, Moosu}, and 
among tile mountains of KO(JrJi~tan. He possessed an extraordi
na!"y talent <I~ a fine writer, and his oecupation was that of exe
cuting sentences and tablets for particular purposes, and tran
scrihing copies of the Koran. His leading pa.",slon was like that 
of IsmaeI, to roam from place to place, and cnjoy every ~ .. pecies of 
forbidden pleasure; and like him, too, he could earn by his skill 
a sufficient sum in fonr mouths to support him in idleness and 
dissipation for the remaiuing eight of the year. Some of his best 
copies of the Koran were sold, as I was assured, for more than 
two hundred tomauns, (about 2001. sterling;) but he executed 



SAADl. THE PERSIAN POET. 249 

none, even in his plainest way, unuci fifty; so that his gaills might 
well be considerable. He had recently been at Shiraz for three 
months, and intended passing the winter at Ispahau. Like the 
Dervish, his friend, he was poorly dressed, and travelled always on 
foot; for the sake, as he said, of having less carcs, and being more 
at ease to follow any capricious inclination which might seize him 
on the way. His ready money he generally dispused of for Hn 

order, or letter of credit, on some one in the town to which he wru; 
going, that he might be more at peace amI free from apprf.'hcllsion 
of robbcry on the road. He illustrated the benefit of such a prac~ 
tice by an anecdote of Saadi, the great I'crsiun poet and moralist, 
the sense of which was as follows :_" Saadi, journeying VB thc 
road, in possession of a small sum of mOlley, had for his com
panion)) some wealthy merchants, who carried with them a COIl

siderable treasure. They were ill continual alarm for fear of rob
bers, while the philosopher was perfectly at easc. The merchants, 
observing the tranquillity of their poor comrade, were a good deal 
surprised, and still more !i0 when he offered to propose to them a 
certain remedy fOJ their fear::;. They impatiently demanded to 
know it: 'Throwaway,' Ijaic.l the moralist, ' that for which it is 
excited, and you will be as much at case as ,I am.' They could 
not be prevailed on to do thjs j but proceeding a little further, 
they overtook a man asleep, in the middle of the road.-' What !, 
said they, rousing him froln his slumber, ' do you dare to repose 
here, in a road beset with dangers on every side?' 'Why/ re
plied the stranger, ' I am perfectly at ease, for I have nothing to 
lose;' and turning on his side, sunk to sleep again. This was so 
forcible an illustration of the advice they had received, that they 
acknowledged thp justice of the poet's maxim: ' But,' said Hassan, 
- as the greater part of mankind are content to admire good ad
vice without following it, the story does not add whether the mer
chants acted upon that which they both heard and saw, or not.' .. 

We were detained, but most agreeablj, for nearly an hour on 
our road by this incident; and the parting of these two friends, 
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who had so unexpectedly met, was quite as full of feeling as their 
first interview. 

The village of Ammeenabad, where we made our halt, is very 
Mnall, and has only a few gardens, and these but recently enc1ost'd. 
There is a small but Ileat caravansera, of an o('tangular shape, 
with all the usual acconunodatiolls for strangers, and well built; 
hut. having now no keeper of any kind, it is going faF.t to decay. 
It appear'!' to have been at one period converted into a castle, as 
stone waHs and eir('ular towl'rs were addf'd to the original brick
work. Tht' ruins of a larger and older khan are seen near it; and 
before thc prexent Ol~(~ is a ~quan' f{'servoir, lined with stOlle, for 
water. A flight of dc!>'c(c'IHIillg stt.'ps is seen just beyond it, over 
the entrancc to which an' paintl'd two 1'>tanuing: lioll~ guarding a 
sun betweell them ; ha\'ing, prohah})" some refen'lIce to th(· ancient 
arms of Per1'>ia, a lion with the sun rising b(·hind it, u.s .... till seen 
ill some of the garueu~ and publit., places at I spahan. 

0<.''1'. 17th.-Leavillg Ammcenabau at l\ulJ-risc, wt.> ·went south
!>.outh-(~a~t, over a barren plain, having ranges of mountains in 
view on aU &idcs, but general1y luwer, of' a whitt'f hue, and of less 
hrokt>u form s than befort>. This (·hara(·tcr of the country con
tinued all the way ~hrough our morning's route, in which we saw 
only a few ruined alHI deserted khans ami private dwellings, until 
we reached the statIOIl of Y czuikhatlst, in about four hours after 
our setting out. 

The approach to this plact' is marked by a domed building of 
ydlow brick, the tomb of an Imaum Zane, and the place on which 
it stallds is ca\le,l Ali-abad. Among the humbler graves which sur
round it, we noticed the rude figure of a lion, still standing in its 
original position over one of them, and resemb1ing exactly the 
fallen one lIear the sepulchre of Shah Rczah, and the others noted 
in the large towns on our way. 

From our first seeing Yezdikhaust, it appeared to us to be 
seated Oil the plain; but Oil drawing near, we found it to be built 
on a sort of high and steep-cliffed island, in the middle of a deep 
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ravine, which had every appearance of having heen ollce the bed 
of a large river. The walls of tht: houses were ('arried up in a 
perpendicular line with the cliff of the mass on which tlH'y stood, 
and many of their tops were at least onc hundred. feet above Hit' 
level of the dry bed below. This mass seemed to be ahout five 
hundred yards in length, and not more than a third of that. in 
breadth, the whole of its surface heing. covered with building!'. 
1'0 complete the isolated nature of the situation, the ollly passage 
into the town was at the south-west end, and this was over a 
plank, leading from a high piece of ground to the gate. which 
could be removed at pleasure, am} thus leave a deep ditch of 
defence. This had been once, no doubt, a castle, judging fWIll the 
appearance of the work at this point of entrance; and it tht'JI had 
a small town seated around its foot, the ruined and abandoned 
dwelling." of which are still tu he seen in the valley below. In the 
cliffs of the supposed river's bed, on each s;ide, and· opposite to the 
town, are a number of caverns, probabl)' used for sheltering flocks, 
though sometimes also, no doubt, for human habitations. The 
soil of this insulated mass, as seen in its perpendicular side, is a 
light colour('d earth, with a mixturC' of broken stoneR, and the 
bottom a hard rock. The soil continues nearly half-way down to 
the base, and I thought I could pel'ceive the mark of a water-line 
along its surface, though it must have been long since any water 
flowed so high, at least anterior to the existence of the ruined 
buildings now seen in the valley below. 

The number of dwellings in Y czdikhaust does not exceed a 
hundred and fifty, and the inhabitants are reckoned at about six 
hundred. As; they arc within the territory of Fars, this being the 
first town after l(,::tving the province of Irak, they are tributary to 
the government of Shiraz. The strength of their situation makes 
them, however, insolent, and difficult to be kept ill order; and, 
like aU lovers of frbCdom, they have the character of a ferocious 
imd lawless band. Their houses present a very singular appear
ance, with their numerous apertures of doors and windows, and 
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wooden balconies hanging over the perpendicular cliffs. When 
we passed beneath them, they were filled with women, all un
veiled,--a !'ight whh.'h we had not before witnessed in any part of 
Persia. They werc, moreover, very f.1.miliar and communicative: 
some enquiring from ,,,'hellce we ~ame; others abusing U~ ill a loud 
voice as spies of the Bactiari; and most of them as!:'uring us that 
we sbould he discovered by the soldiers in the khan. . 

After passing through the valley, and noting some garden 
lands near, with trees and <"uitivatioll in the vale to the north-east 
of us, all waten·d by a stream flowing through its centre, hut now 
nearly dry, we arrived at a good ('31'UVanSera on the opposite side, 
at the foot of tilt' south-('a~tern cliff. It had a long Arabic 
inscription, paintf'd in white on a hlue tiled ~round, over the door; 
and the khan itself appeared to he viti and well-huilt, with a round 
tower, lik(· the hastioll of a ('astle, at OJIl' of its angles. 

We found this plae(· full of soldiers; a troop of whom, under 
the command of a Khan, had' ('orne t}ms far from Shiraz to scour 
the road, of the robbers by which it was infested. They had been 
halting in this neighbourhood for I:il'veral days, and were to set out 
on their return to-morrow. The arrival of two strangers alone, 
dressed as Arabs, emu hoth well.armed, excited such ~urprise 

among them, tll3t ('ven hefore we alighted, we were surroundeu by 
a hONt of enquir<.>r:-:. All we could &1)' , as to the motive of our 
not waiting for a ('aravan, seem('u to th<'111 improbable; and the 
general conclusion was, that we were either spies of the Bactiari, 
from among the Arabs about Shooster, or that we were robbers on 
our own account, thinking to escape suspicion by the boldness of 
our entry here. 'Ve first remonstratt'u, then supplicated, for 
God's sake, to be left in p,~ace, and at last were driven to defiance, 
whieh proved the ollly effectual mode of keeping these soldiers at 
a distance. 

}"'rom Y czdikhaust there are two roads to Shiraz; the WE-stern 
one being the nearest and most direct, and the eastern, which is 
the longest and least frequented, going through Murgaub and by 
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Persepolis, which I was of course desirous of visiting. As the 
troop were to set out to-morrow for Shiraz, and we had already 
confessed ourselves destined for that place, it wa. ... ("oncluded that 
we should go with them. I suffered this ill1prcs~ion to remain 
undisturbed; but in our enquirie!oi ahout the eastern foad hy 
Choulgistan, as we did not know it our~el\'es, the pefl-iOn who had 
secretly engaged to lead us into it during the night hetrayed our 
confiden(,e, and the impression of our beiJlg hjghwaYlilclI was 
therefore complete. A party of the soldiers, who occupied cham
bers near u~, were set as guards over us, to ~ee that we did nut 
escape; and orders were issued from tlHAr commander, to 'whom 
the matter was reported, that we should be taken into safe cus
tody, and convc)'(.,'{l with them to Shiraz, to answer for ourselvt's. 
This had now become a ~erious affair, witJlOut aI~y apparent 
remedy j for, though I heliev(~d the Jisciosure of my tIeing an 
Englishman, and tlw sight of the letters and passports whit:h 
Assad Ullah Khau had procured me, ill case of need, from the 
Governor of Ispahan. would have immediately liherated us; yet I 
was not willing to h~tray too ha~tily, as all Englishman, Illy aos
sumption of a chara<'tel" so venerated among them as a pilgrim 
from the tomb of t Iwir Prophet. 

After remaining some til11C lIneler arrest, I haJ an invitatioll 
frol1~ the Khan, or chief of the troops; and on my visit I found 
him at prayers. Our first exchange of salutes was friendly and 
cordial: and on my reproaching his people with waut of' hospi
tality, I was invited by him to sit uown,_was given the place of 
honour,--and served with caleoons and tea. The motive of our 
journeying thus alone was then asked, and answered satisfitctorily. 
I then entertained the chief with a long account of Massr, or 
Egypt, my supposed country, anJ particularly of the great assem
blage of pilgrims who met there annually to proceed to Mecca, 
and who journeyed together without understanding any more of 
each other's language than their common J=rofession of faith, 'La 
1\Ia.\i ul Ullah, oua.Mohammed cl Russool Ullah.'-' There j. but 
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one God, and Mohammed is his Messenger.' At the~e words, th(' 
chier bowed and kissed the earth, in which maJ'k of respect I fol
lowed his examp1t~, aud was consequently taken to be both learned 
and pious in an extraordinary dcgr('c. According tv a vcry com
mon custom among Mohammedans, a maxim was then demanded 
of me by tlw Khan for his guidance through life, when I replied, 
'Open not thine heart too readily to strangers; neither let any 
thing remain secret between thee and thy friend.' This saying 
was much approved; and led to my being pressed to partake of 
an excellent supper, at which I was treated with the greatest con
sideration. On my assigning to the chief as my motive for wish
ing to see ])ers(.'polis, or the throne of Jemsheed, the admiratioll 
which I entertained for his memory as an illustrious character, he 
offered to be my escort there with all his troop, of nearly one 
hundred horsemen; S<l.ying, that though this route lay wide from 
his pr('scribe<.l. tra(,k, he would do it as a mark of the high re_ 
N]lect lie bore to my wisdom and my virtues. It was accordingly 
determined that we should set out on the morrow, by a middle 
path, towards Pcrsepolis: so entirely had a well-timed display of 
('ourteom; and bold beh:l\'iour changed our relative position. 

OCT. 18th.-At .sun-risc we quitted Yezdikhaust, in company 
with the whole l')er~iall troup. Noone had u€'scended from the 
town into the valley that surrounds it, from fear of the soldiery; 
so that I ('uuld leanl nothing of the deep ,,;ell described there by 
Le Brun. "r (:" had, however, some of the excellent hread of the 
place brought out on the plank, or drawbridge of entrance; and 
found it hetter than any we had tasted in Persia, and fully deser
ving its high rc::putation. 

About a league frot.1 Yezdikhaust, going southerly, we quit
teu the plaiu, and entere(l among hills, neither very rugged nor 
steep, but having a tolerable road over them. In about four hours 
we reached a narrow pass, in which was a small round tower, with 
luop-holes in its walls, seated on an eminence, and said to be often 
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occupied by robbers. There were now stationed bere. by Shuker 
Ullah Khan, the Persian chief, who rode with us as my ncw friend 
and guide, :-.everal musketeers to guard this pas~; though tlH.'y were 
sometimes suspected of acting the part of tho~f' they were 5ent 
here to check. On the right of the road was un old castlf>; and 
bet"'~n these two buildings in the valley, a ~pring of water and 
grass. When we alighted hen., I was again seated 011 the same 
carpet beside the Khan, and served with his caleoons. During Our 
conversation, I learned from him the following account of a small 
domed tomb oppo.,ite to us, once ('overed with painted tiles, like 
those at !spahan, but now in ruinb. 'Shah Abba",' he said, 'being 
at Shiraz, wished to go from thence to Ispahan in one night, in 
order to effect some great purpose, and surpa~s ('vell the wmd in 
bpecd. The best horse of his kingdom was prcparC'd for llim, 
when one of hi!\ slave'i expres~ed a wi~h to accompany him The 
monarch looked on the ~lave with contempt, thinking 110 mall 

among all his subjects was equal to the task he had undertaken. 
The ~lave, howt'ver, illsi~t~d on trying. det<'rminin~ either to suc
ceed, or die in the ,\ttempt; and the monan·h, at la~t, pleased 
with ... uch pcr5everiug ambition, prombcd hlln one of hi~ daugh
ters in marriage, ou th,,· night after their arriyal. They ~et out, 
and flew over hill and dale, reaching this spot about midnight, 
without exchanging a single word. The lnonarch dropping hh-. 
whip, called to his follower to alight and take it up from the 
ground. The faithful slave did so: but in thp act fell on the 
earth, and expired on the ~pot, from exces~ive exertion. He wa~ 
accordingly buried here, and this tomb was ereded to his memory: 
from which moment the place ha~ been called Gombez Lala, or 
the Tomb of the I>lave.' 

We soon re-mounted, and proceeding from hence pur:-,ued a 
similar course. I continued to ride by the Khan's :-,itle, and to be 
engaged in constant convers.ation with him; his soldiers riding in 
a body behind us. The character of the country now appeared 
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to be much altered: instead of long plains and high' ·ranges 'of 
broken hills, wi! had stqny, barren; and rugged ground, with moun
tains of more even outline than before. 

In four hours more we came to a smal1 6tation called Degerdoo, 
containing 'only a few huts, cnclosed by sqtare mud walls wi~h 
hastiQns, and a small c<travam,cra without. The distance of these 
!)tations was said to be eight fUf!',ucks, which w(> had come; for 
the first time, in an equal number of hours, having ridden a brisk 
pal'C in a . large company. There al~o I bhareu the same apart
ment '\\ ith the ('hief, and was treated. with the greatest respect. 

OCT. Hlth.-The night wa' at first cloudy, and threatened 
rain, but it afterwards cleared up: the wind, howevl'f, '\\'31'1 high 
from the lIorth-wt'~t, and after'midnight it became calm. There 
was &0 113nl a fi'o~t that the ,\att' l' ill our It'athern bottle was 
frozen ill our room, and icicle$; were thickly clw.,tered 011 it from 
without. \Ve ""ere thCTPfo]'(' ouligeu to keep ill large fires, for 
the bOTbes, wllO w('rc alt-o atl warm1y clothed; yet many of them 
:mftereu greatly from the e)..trcme cold. By the care of the chief~ 
however, the Dervish and mYl)clf, who shared. his apartment, t'n~ 

joyed every comfort. 
OUT next btag4.( heing a lOIl~ one, we set out three hours be

fore r-,un-riM.', going b()uth-~outh-ea8t, over uneVen ground, and at 
day-break we camp to a l'uillcU station caned Caravansera Shah 
Sultan H ussau. The cold wab as intellse a~ J had ('vcr felt it, even 
in a '!\orth-AIIlCl'icall ''''inter: wheu we alighted, we therefore 
kindled large firl'~, which hlazed around the horses and our
seJV('~, ,mil hoth the 'Ulimal.s mul IIlen a]mo~t thrust themselves 
into it to prOCLJrt' heat. The climate of Persia is certainly in 
great extrenu:'~: and the btory of the death of many individuals 
from extreme cold at Persepolis, after a feast given by Alex
ander, rna) be readily believed. 

We set out again from this place when the sun rose, and 
went bouth-south-east, over more even ground, coming at last, in 
about two hours, on a fine plain, extending in a south-east 
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direCtiou' for many days' journeys, though nowhere more tllan ten 
miles wide. Beyond the south-west range of hill~ whieh hounded 
it, rose a high ridge of Uloulltains, all said to he. of limestone; 
their suminit. ... were fHm·· ('ov('red with snow. ~ ThiN mountailJou;>; 
l:ange is called K(ioh Poo!,tanulr, and is inhahit('d I;y a trihe of' 
KOortll!i. called LUOT, whoNe tra(·t of' country is called Chal Mahar, 
amrdividcs tIll' tt'rritory of tlw Bactiuri from that of Furs. The 
ianguage of' these people i:-. diifcrt'nt frolll that of the northern 
Koorus, and i:-. called, like tht'1H:-.clvl'~' Loot'. TIH'y Ii~ ill kllb. 

thou~h the SllOW 011 tlH'il' hill!-l b !-laid to ht, p{'rllt'tual, e"ell in 
the warlllest years. 

Tht' plaill in which we now roue wa.. ... called Chemnll'n Asip&.s ; 
it is one of the most fertile that i'S known, being Vo'atl'rcd by wallY 
streams fhHIl tilt' f()()t of the hills 011 each ~ide of it; and in sprillg 
and sumtni'J' it i., thit'kly ('overed hy wandering trih{· .... of Persian;.., 
properly ('ailed Far!-lee. or Iwople of' Far~. A few eneampmellt~ 
wt'l'e :well here t'vcn HOW; Qut th" grcatl'J' numlwr of tlae people 
had ~()nt· with tllt'ir Hc)('k,;.. two or three da)'~ to the ea!-ltward, to a 
tract of ('oHutry calk>d (iurrumseer. 01' the warm di:-trict, to avoid 
the exce&sive colc.l of thi:-. r<"ginn. 

Our road now hccmnc ('xtrellwly tortuous.. a~ it wound along 
the foot of the ~outh.we~tern hills, ""hich w{~ Wt'rc ohli~f'tl to fol
low, in order to avoid the ('hannpls and ~trcam~ in the centre, the~e 
being difficult to pas~ over even now that they \-\'{~re dry. The 
general average of our course was ahout ... outh-.... outh-east. 

At noon we reached a ruined caravansera called Koosk Zcr, 
said to have been built hy Shah Abhas, alHI certainly wrought 
with mort' labour and expense than any preccding one that we 
had seen. The hrick-work was faced with large blocks of stone; 
the dome at the entrance was tiled; and there was fine scu11:
tured franie-work at the gate, with inner (·ham hers, and other 
convenienCt~s. It wru. of an octagonal form within, and was alto
gether a fine building, though it was IlOW entirely abandoned. 

We halted here for half an hour, and refreshed ourselves with 
l!L 
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lebban and milk, brought {i'um the Parsee tents. The manners 
of these people are like those of the Arabs; their drcs~, however, 
is perfectly Persian, with tight robes and black caps, and their 
languagt.~ is a pure Per:;ian also. 

We WClIt hcnc'c southt·r1y, still on the plain, and continuing 
to wind along the fuot of the south-western hills. On our left, to 
the eastward, and at the foot of the opposite range of' hills, or fro~ 
eight to nine miles off: we saw a circular castle, with bastions, 
having a small town within it, culleu Nizamahau. In this plain 
the horst's of the Persian <lrnly of this part of the' country are put 
to grass, in spring, and it is then eovC'reu with tents and flocks. 

In about four hours from Koo!-.k Zcr we rt'a(.'hl'u tJw :,tatjoll 
of Ahal'ik, ha\'ill~ ('Ollie, as yp:o;tl"rday, el('ven fUJ'MH'k s in as many 
hours, the fu/",<., uC'k bl'ing <'t')'liliIlJy ahout four En~}jsh miles. 
Thi" is a miserable plaee; a fl'w poor families only living here, 
in a walled villaA:(', amI a ' ft>w ('1I1]>ty llUts are s('(>n without. Ty
ranny, how('ver, was, as usual, "('xerdsed to procure all the ('omforts 
it cOlltaillcd for tllt~ military chief and his traiu. The soldiel's of 
Persia never pay for any thing on a journey, and are, in short, 
licensed robberf-;. I had a 10lIg conversation with the Kha)), on 
the evil of this fiys tem, in whicll he frankly admitted that it wa.." 
unjust. We had a showl'r of rain here, the wind heing westerly: 
hut in the night we '\ (> re visited agail: with .a s('vere frost. 'Ve 
wer(>, however, well fpd, well clothed, and provided with every 
comfort. SOHle of th(' troop were SPlit out to shoot pi~('ons for 
our supper; and they thou~ht it hard .servi('(', as the practice was 
to sel('ct for this duty those who were not favourite~, by which it 
was considered as fI ~ort of punishment. I advised the chief to 
try the eff('ct of it contrary ~y~tem, making the duty a sort of ho
norary distinction, which he adopted with complete success; for 
on sending an order that six of the best shots of his train should 
go out on thi~ ~ervice, there was a cont('ntion between the whole 
troop for the honour of deserving this title. I had tried the ex~ 
peritTll'nt often at sea, by inviting the smartest seamen in the ship 
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to lead the way in sonw duty which otlwr:.. had impoo;;;rc1 .1' .. a 
punishment; and I n('ver knew any '\uch appeal to the pride and 
better feelings, ('ven of the commonest mell, to fail. 

Or1'. 20th.-At daylight this morning, were hrought in, as pri
soners, by our outscout..(,j, twenty-eight robbers, all taken from n 
village called Hadjeeabad, in the hills which hounut'q. tht, pl.lin of 
Chemmen Asipa~s, on the Routh-west. or between it and thE" lllOUH
tains of the Chal MaIm)'. These people \,fen' pun' r)cr~ian:.., and 
their trihe are said to he great plundcrcr(,j. Among tlwlll "eTC 

threE' with snow-\\,hite beards, and four or tiVf' not mon' than t('l1 

years old. Tht,) wel'(' taken ill thE' a('t of depre'dation h) all out
:,cout party of Shuker llllah Khan'" !o.oldit'rR. am] hrought dow II 
here on the-ir way to Shiraz to be' (·xccutcd. The) w('n all 
mounted on .. u.,se~ and had one leg placed in a large' lop; of \\ood, 
like a handle in the head of a woodell mallet. Tht') w(~rc, how
('vel', very merry, and Rt'emed quite indiffere'nt to tlwir fate. 

,,, t' d('part('(l from hent.e at sUI.lri::.e, and though thl' 1'0hhN~ 
hau trav(·lIed all the previous night. th,'y were not allo\\'ed to rest, 
but wef(~ tak<'JI awa' with UK Our courRe Wt'llt !'.till to the ea!->t
ward of Routh, and the range of hills on our right now took a more 
easterl) turn ]n an hour and a half after our M~tt.iJl~ out, we 
ascended a pa~.s called Kutc1 Mat1{~r {, Doghte"r, or the Hill of tIle 
Mothcr and Daughter. It~ a~ceHt wa~ 1I0t ex(,pedingly difficult, 
though it \\a~ llcce!o.sal'Y to alight in ('onsequcllcc flf the ston), and 
broken Rtate of the road. Men were here ~ent out 011 C~dl side 
to reconnoitre; and this service W<l'i ag<lin given to those in oj,:, 

grace, who murmured at it as a hanl:;hip. J again proposed to the 
chief to try the opposite {'ourse, hy ~eleeting the brave:;t and hest 
behaved of the troops for the duty. The men were tfattered and 
pleased by the proposal, and the Khan was delighted at t~c RUC('eSS 

of the experiment. Our descclIt over this pass on the other :;ide 
was excee,lingly difficult: at the foot of it we entert"d it second 
plain. lying cast and west, and equally fertile with the former, but 
of less extent. 

Q 1 Q 
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We halted at a stream here, and refreshed with ,the Khan, 
after which we remounted, and wcut south-east for three full 
hour~. whell we callie to the foot of another rangt· ofhill~, forming 

• 
the southcrll boundary of thl' plain, and going ('ast and we5>t. 
The hills wen' here formed of limestone and clldlk. with fJiut 
imbeduf·d. J'hc ascent 011 the one ~idt' was casy, 1mt the ut'!o.ccnt 
un -the OtllCl' was particularly difficult. Tilt'" mountains here arC' 
not so bare as tho:-.{' ill Irak Aj;uni, haviJlg stuntl'd trcc~ and 
brushwood 011 their ~ide~. Fift)' ))}uSketct'fs wefe ~tatiullcd here 
in difl(.>rcnl parts, to pl'otl'd tIl(' paSh. The echo ill this part of 
the mountains was very perfect and loud; the S<"(-'llf'TY wal-. wild 
amI interestin~, especially the view in the vaHt.·y below. This 
pass is cal1<.·d Koll,l Imaum Zat.lt.~, ill- it It:'atl~ dow1J to thf>village of 
that nmllt', \\ h£'r£' we did not :urin' till :-'UIISCt, though the dis
tance was ~·>aitl to he' (111) nine fi.Hl-uch; hut all our horses were 
('omplctcly kno('kt'd up from the fatigue of ascending and de:-.cend
ing thest' two hills ; and the people were aho extremely t:ltigut'd, 
from having bl'cn ohligt·d to (TO)'S o\'er them Oil foot. The air of' 
this place was wanner than wt-' had found it since leavillg hpahan, 
arising from the do~cm~f>s of the vall .. ,)', and from its being on 
a lower level than the surrounding country. The Dcrvbh Ismael 
was C'harmcu with' tll(' change; and finding hi~ spirits raised. 
attributed it to a cl-'rtain virtue in the earth and water of the 
pJace, which he extolled very highly. 

At midnight, a courier arrived h£'l'e from Shiraz. being one of 
three sent on thre(' different roach to Ifl .. 'ct the dlief: Shukcr llllah 
Khan. lIe brought us an account of the Shah Zad<.~ having heard 
of a large band of Bactiari, from two to three hundred, who were 
assembled for tht: purpose of attacking and plundC'ring caravans 
passing ttrough Fars; and the courier delivered an order ('If the 
Prince for Shuker Vnah Khan to bring the whole of' this band of 
robbers to him With all speed. An answer was immediately re
turned to the Prince, ~tating the fact of all his horses and men 
heing so worn down oy fatigue, that they would not be equal 
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to the journey among the mountains, tln t il t l\('y had pnjoyl'd a 
day or two's repose, after which, he would ft) to ('Xf'('ute tlw 
wishes of his masle-r. Wt' had a lon~ and illt('l'l' !o.till~ convfrsa
tion on our bt~jn~ thm; l-iuddt'lIly part('d, <HId t~a('h pxpressed a 
hope of meeting again at Shh'az. Notwithstandilll{ the new de
mand on his fon.'e. by the r("{'('lJt order of his l)ril,cl'. the chief 
made Jltl' an offer of all ('s('ort from his )mrty. if I wi!'!herl it, 
for the remainder of my way, but I dL,(.'liJlt'tI it, and dptermined 
to proceed alol1(" 

On .. 2 1st,_'Ve wen ' not suffered to depart from this :-;ta tioll 
without first hreakfal-i ting with the KIl<lIl. Hl' l"prt'~st'd his 
intention of going to Me('(~a, whl'l1 Iw h<.'camc rich (~nou~h to 
d cfray the expenses of a journey !'!uited to his rank ; anti <l sked ' 
of me all the instructions r could give him the rron. 1 f(lUnd 
this ,somewhat difficult, hut J SUt'(,l'cdt'd ill )\a t is(yiJlg hi111 OJI all 

points, ami we partt'd ('xeellt'llt fri cmk 
The village of IIllClum Zad(~. so qdlt'd from its t'olltu;l1ing the ' 

domed ~eplll('hrc of a certain Ismael. OIH' of thc many SO ilS of 
the many hnUI1HlS of Per)\ia, is )wat and ('omf(lrtahlt" though 
very small . .Its :-.ituation, ill a tIt'l'P and n :I1TOW valll'Y, ~hcltcrs 

it frolll lh(' kpen air of' lrak, and it has \\at('r and woo<1 in 
constant supply . The pt·oplf> (If'(' more illdu !'!trious thau Persians 
usually are, and pa rt... ... of the seeming ly ill<l('ccssihlp summits of the 
limestone mountain.s Oil each s idt' of the valle), aTI' t'ultivilted and 
planted with ~ardens and vineyards. There art..' tilt' rt'lllaili s of a 
fine old curHvansera in ruill ,s there, so that passclIgers now ta;"i~ 

shelter ill the villagers' dwelling.s when they are few ill )Jumhf'r, 
and sleep without, if forming a numerous caravan, TIle dress of 
the men of J"ar:; is similar to that worll in Irak :-hut ~lile tlw 
women of the latter t'nvelopc themselves in a large hluf' chrquercd 
cloth and white veil, these throw a white handkerd'lid' (lver their 
heads, which, fallin~ dowlI the ned;, Icaves the f~lC(, (Iuite open. 

It was two hour.s past sun-rise when we sct out from Imaum 

Zade, our courSe lying nearly south, through a narrow valley, with 
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steep clifty mountains on each side, on the summits of which small 
gardens were still seen. On ~ach side of our path below, we saw 
flocks grazin~; an ahulI()aure of' wood, though chidly small, and 
of a kind olll) tit for fud, but atfordiHg it great ('harm after 
the hart' country we had come through; while a beautifully 
dear stream lIIealluert'd along thE> centre of' the vailey in the 
direction of 0111' way, and numel'OUS singing-birds, the voi('c of 
which W(' had not lately heard, saluted us with their early llOW!+. 

TIl(' scenery was (;'xcet'(lillgly like some parts of Lehanon, and the 
air wa~ just that of' a Syrian ~pring. 

In ahout two hours we ali~htcd near a mill , tUI'IH:d hy the 
stream we had ju:-.t passed; ano rcfJ'e~hed ourselv(;'». hy a halt. 
reposing hoth olll"sdvcs and hol':-'cs on the gra~:-. turt: beneath 
the ~harle of frt'('».. Along thf' hanks of this ».tl'pam were o~t'r»., 
wiJlow~, date-tr('('~ and briars, Dearing" t]l(> common bluckhprl'Y of 
Europe ; rOllllllltic roek l'! \\"('1"<:' ~{'ell in several points of \ icw, and 

the voi('{' of the thm:-.h ~till dwrmcd u!-. with its riell lUelOfiy. 
From henc'C' W(' W<.'lIt south-wpster}-" <lml in two hours more 

we reached the station of Moayn, distant fmlll hnaum Zad(~ thn~e 

fur~ucks. Thi~ villa~f'. whirh wa~ large. and ~urrounded with 
gardt'nl'i, vt'as nll'io flcateu in 11 dO:-it' valll'Y, and had an agrt't'able 
appearance'. \Ve found lwre a larp:e (·;lr(l\'an of mul(·s from 
Shiraz, halting ill th(' open air: but W(' took slll'ltcl' nur.sdve,s in 
a half.ruincu caravansera, not (,lItil'dy ahandoned, 

We I.ad H]ready r('('eivt'd instruction:o. ahout our road to Perse
polis, or Takht p JrlHsh('ed, a" we had al\\'<l)"s heard it yet caHcd, 
from OUI' frit')l(j Shuk('r lJllah Khan: hut we enquired here for 
rontirmatioll, and received the s.ame directiolls. 

Throughout all P(·r.sia, hut morc particularly here in Fars, , 
a custom prevail!-. of gjvin~ the salute 'Salam Alaikom,' when
t'ver the first lightcu lamp or candle is hrought into the room 
in the evening; and this is dont' between servants and mas
terR as well as between equalJS. As this is not practised ill any 
other Mohammedan c~untry, it is probably a relic of the ancient 
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reverence to .Fire, once so prevalent here, though the form of the 
salute is naturally that of the present religion. 

OCT. 22u.-The night was so warm that W(~ prt'fcrrru sleeping 
in thc open air to remaining in our chamher~: and here W(' had 
hoth musquitocs and AcaR, neither of which had befon' annoyed 
us .sinc'e our first cutr'ance into Persia, ,V c therefore ::.lept but 
little; and through impatiell(,c of suHi.·ring began to prepare for 
~~tting out soon aftcr midnight. By the time that the keeper 
of the khan \\-'as roul-.cu, our animal... f(,d and sauulcd, and our 
morning ('UP of ('oHee :md pipe elljo)t'd, tllC lIight was f.lr ad
vanced; and when we mountt.'d, it was little more than an hour 
before uaybrt'uk. We continued our course south-we~tl'rly, along 
the. Joain road to Shiraz, betwecn lofty hills on ('aeh l-.iue; ancI, af. 
we had b('eH din'ded, turned off'to tIle Routh-east, at thc dbta1l(,c 
of about a fursuck from our first statiou. Our road now wellt 
south-south-east at the foot of a range of hill::.; amI wc had in 
view, ill different dire(,tion<;, square 'ma~Hc~ of 1l1Ountains hroken 
into perpendicular ('liffi on al1 l-.ides, and lookiug at a distance 
'ike so many citadelS. The general featur('~ of these mountains, 
but pnrtieularly the manner in which tll{,y were shaped into 
square mass('s above a steep-sloping hase, ru.~t'lllblf'd the rangt' 
on which Mardin i~ scated in the lw;trt of l\1el-.opotamia, 

When we had gone two fur~ucks froBI our first turning otf 
the high road, we arrived at an old bridge, of eight ur ten ar('he~, 
the ('entre one about twenty feet in span, and tJlirty in Illig-ht, 
This was a Mohammedan work, and had heen often repaired both 
with brick and stOIlC, but it was now fililing fal-.t to decay, though 
it was still passable. A rapid stream ran here in a deep bed, and 
bent its course south-easterly, through the- great plain of Meruu~ht, 
now open before us. 

We descended to repose upon its banks, where our horsc~ 

found fine fresh grass, and enjoy(·d all the charms of rapidly 
running water, verdure, and shade. We were joined here by an 
old man of a neighbouring village, from whom we lcarnd that this 
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stream was the river Bund Amecr, which had its rise in the 
mountains of Komnrollzt-', at a uistancE' of ten short day~' journeys 
to tht' nOl'th-\\,(· ... t, being: the limits of Fans on the borders of the 
Badiari. Ahout five y('ar~ sim' ..... , II(' ~aid, it had swelled 1::10 higli 
ill willtel'. that it ro!-.{' OVt;'f tIl(' bridge, " ... hich was full fifty feet 
ah{)\'c it:-. prc!:-(,llt It·vel, inundated this narrow t'ntrance into the 
plain, l·~t('ndillg from mountain to mountain on e:>(1ch side, and 
TplIdcr('d tlh' road impassabll~ lor several weeks. :For the two 
Jal'\t y<'arJ-., howev{'I'. he Huded. it had heell almost dry, froili the 
general failure of the rain!>.; anti indeed it was ))0\\' ('m,ily f'orclabh· 
in the dl·epe!-.t part, though tilt' stream was stiB running with 
great forcp and rapitlit). 

Oil our df'partur(' frmn hence, we kt'pt along its lIorth~¥tern 
hank, ?!oiJlg about '\'ollth -ea~t through the plain of Ml:rdusht, 
which \n' had now fairly entered, throu~h itJ! narrow o1wJling 
on tin' n01'th-we~t. \V (. had ~('vt~ral vill<lgt·g in sight, and among 
otlwr~ Ni~a('k and Palicoll 011 our right, a~ well a ... , some Farsec 
tent:-. on our h·ft: and ",hclI w(' had ~OllC two fUfSU('ks from the 
hrid~e, we had til(' whole of the plaill opeJi to view before us, with 
the tree~ of Futhalmd, ju~t appearill~ at tht' distaIl<'e of about two 
fursu('k~ mort'. Til,t· 1IIiragf' \\'a~ now "'0 ~trong in the line of the 
south-t'a!-.l('fn horizon, Of ill IIcarly the din'('tion of tll(" sun from 
u~ that the remote J'art~ of the plain lookeu: likt, a lake, with 
wO(ltied 1~lall(b 011 it. Thi~ appearance i'"l ('all<,d ill Pen,ian ."f'l'u/J, 

or the lH'au or ~urfa(·(' of water, and 1I0t ,'i(//lra", or the water of 
the de .... ert, 11:'- :'-0111(' EngJi. ... h wTjter~ have ~uppOSt·c.I; thi~ Ja~t word 
hcing· it ('olllpounu of Arabic and Persian, hut the former being a 
pun.>l) Per'!'iall ttr1l1. Tht.· Pt'rsian~, indt·cu, having a proper name 
for the desert ill their own 1'1Ilguagt', Choni, do not recognize the 
Arahic tcrm Sultt'r, or hftlwru, at an. 

It wa.. ... ahout 110011 whcn wc reached l"uthabad, where we found 
excellent accommodation in an upper room, immediately over the 
gate of entrance to the village, looking down on the place of' 
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geneJ'al aSSembJy among the villagers, yet perfectly secure from 
intrusion. As I had found no opportunity sinf't' leaving Y ('z
dikhaust, of noting our progress, from Leing always with thc Khan 
Shuker Ullah, and as I was yesterday too fatigued to r-.parc that 
time from rest, I profited by this occasion to preserve my recol
lections in writing, before they were removed by more interest
mg ones. 

OCT. 23d.-We left Futhal>ad an hour before daylight. and, 
going through its eastern gate, went nearly north-north-east over 
a by-path. In half an hour we pas~cd on our right a small 
village called Shemsahad, and in another half-hour we passed n 
second, callt·u Zenghiabad. In less than half an hour more, 
hav!~ severa] villages in sight as the sun rose, with cuhivated 
land; f!ocks, trees, and water, we arrived at the foot of the moull
tain, which forms the northern houndary of the plain of Mcr
dusht. The first object we saw on the west WliS a smal! rO('k, 

on which l'itood two fire-altars of a -peculiar form: thdr dimen
sions were five feet "quare at the base and three at the top, and 
they were five feet high. There were pillar:.. or pilnsters at the 
<,orners, and arches in the sides. In the ccritre (If each of these, 
on the top, was it square ha!)in, ahout {'ighteen inches in dia_ 
meter, and six in depth, fur the reception of the fire, formerly 
usc.d by the disciples of Zoroaster in tlICir worship. 

About three hundred paces to the east of this was a large 
tablet, on which were two men on horseback, their head~ meeting, 
and the men each holding a ring. They each tread un captivt·,:; . 
the breast-cloths of the horses have lions on them, well executed; 
and inscriptions both in Greek and Sassanian are seen near.-

The tablet 011 which these sculptures are represented is about 

• 1 copied what little rcrnllins of the Or!"c,," in8('nptioll on tile ureast of the first hOIlle I1t 
tn;" place, as well &.5 the two Sauanian ones, above aDd below, and otht!f!I aglUn from til .. 

second horse; ~ut as they ar" too mutilated and imperfect to lead to allY useful result, and 
cculd only be rt!ptuented by a separate engraving, they arc omitted. 

2M 



2()G TOMBS OF TilE ANCIENT PERSIAN KINGS. 

twelve feet high from the ground, and is extremely difficult to get 
at. The figures are larger than life: they are sculptured in full 
TPlief, and art' well executed. 

lleyollu thi::.. It few paces cast, i~ a chief: with It ~~lolJe Oil his 
head, standing, and leanilJg on a ~tatt: 011 the J'ight of him .tre 
several perSOIlS, apparently ill Roman Jressc.·~; and, 011 the left, 
some with hellllet~ eUl'h'd ht'ard~ amI hail'. '1'11(· lowf'1' }lHrts of the 
bodies ,~f aU tlwsr, except the l:hid', are covt'rt'd hy a hlank. ll.!f\ 
hi~h in the stones; and bdow the whole i~ u ('Oll('uve tablet, 
apparently pn'par'cd fuJ' an inscriptio1l, whi('h wa~ never n.ni:o.hed. 
The design is well executed, hut its llleulling is Hot ca."iil), dis
('overed. 

Beyond thj~, a fc\\-' y<t)'(b J'ul'tlu'r 011, are tlit' tomb::. ~ the 
anciellt Prrsian killg~, Then.' art.' th}'('(' of tlH's6 tiu'illg thetW'uth, 
and 011(' fil('ing the \\'e~t. TIlt' ('lItrall('C to thelll i~ twt'llty feet 
high from the gl'ouml, :Illcl they al'l~ lIeal'ly all alikE" in their 
design: there is, first, it ~(luare :o-;pacC:', Iwxt an ohlong onl?', and 
then a squaT(' ahove, fOl'llling a sort of Grct.'k ('ross. The lower 
portion i~ hlank, ] n the ct.'lltral portion is the door of entrance, 
with a doscd portico of four pillars in front: the capitals have 
douhle rams' h('ad~ facing outwill'U, and the frieze is ut'cidpuly 
Grf."ck, while till' (1001' i:o-; perfectly Egyptian in every respect. 
The upper :o-;pa('c has abo an Egyptiall de~i~ll_a sort of throne, 
supportpu by pillars, with it horned Ill'au on each side, and two 
rows of ~lavc~. who, with extended al'm~, !-'upport the middle. 
Above is It pl'ic:o-;t witll a how, ~tan4l..iJl~ hefo}'(' 1111 altar of fiff'; and 
over all is the ~UJl, or the full moon, with what 1 should take to 
he the winged globc of Egypt, but in a ~tifler form, Beneath the 
{ir!;t tomb i~ h has-relief: represellting a combat bctw('cn two 
hOl':,emt.'Il: and 0pP0l-iitc to this is a :;quare isolatt'u building, also 
all uucient tomb. Its entrance on the north, and facing the caves, 
is midway up its height, or from twelve to fift('en feet from the 
ground: the 1I1a~onry of this is excellent, <md the stones large; 
hut the whole hal; a very singular appearance, from the deep 
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niches cut on the outer surface, and from jt~ having hlank wiu
dows, of squan.> and ohlong form~, let in on thTl'e ships, of a hllH·k 
stone, while the edifice i~ of white. The roof is tint: it is still 
perfect, amI apparl>ntly formeo of large beams of stolle, as in the 
templ{'s of Egypt. The door was ev idently a fuMing stOlW uoor. 
as u"cu jn the tombs of the .Jewish kings at .Jerusalem, amt in th{· 
mountain" of the Decapolis, jud~illg from the large sills f{)T thl' 
pivots, which nre I) tJH scpn in the upper architmvC'. The entr.tnces 
to the cave tombs ill th(' rocks wl"r(;' closed. 

Between the second and third cave i ~ a fi~ure of a Saf'sanian 
monarch on horseback, with it Roman priS01ll'r, supplicating him, 
in the act of kneeling ; and the whole attitude of this suppl icant 
is fyjlof expres!:!ion: the figures are all larger thuJl lif{', are ":'}.{'
cutJltl· high rdief~ and :1I't' extrC'mC'ly well done. Behi1ld this i ~ 
an inscription of at least one hundred lines ill the SnssalJi<Ul cha
racter, which might Iw ea~il )' copied. 

Ul'J) ca Lh tht' third t.omb 1S <l bas--rel icf: r(,pl'e~ellting H ('omhat, 
originally wt:'11 CX('('ut.t'u, hut lIO\-V partly d efo lcl·d . This tomb i ~ 

also do~{~t1; but all the 1:ipac(' of tllt:' portico lu,hind the..' pilasters, 
and tht' whole of the ~PHC{, not o('cuph>d hy the figure1:i above, is 
covcrt·d witll ill ~(' ripti ()ll ~ of lIli.llly hundred lill t's, ill tahlets, like 
those which] .'all" at the cliff of Bisitoon. Uctwc{'J) th(' third and 
fourth cave' i~ a has-relief: in high pr(:'~{' ''Y :l tioll :-11 Sa~saniall mo
narell is holding. with hi ~ queell, a rillg, from which ribbons tfoat : 
behind th('m is a soldier. \\ ith a Roman hclul{'t, holding up 0 11(' 

hand. while the other is placed ·on hi ~ sword . The drapery ano. 
dresses of this group arc exceedingly weB delilwate..'d . 

The fourth tomh has no additiOllal ornaments; hut itl'; front is 
in higher presen:'ltion tha I) allY other. They )\-'en ' alt inaccessible 
to US:, and could lIoi he got at without ladders or ropc~. There 
are many inscriptions, and some tablets smoothed away lor others 
never cut. 

This last tomb, as it stands in II separate mass of rock from 
the others, and faces to the west, may perhaps be the tomb of 

2 :\1 2. 
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Darius, seated as it is in a double mountain, and more inaccessible 
than either of the other, though it style is still the same. 

We w nt from hence down to Persepolis, in a sout~erly direc-
tion, and crossed cultivated grounds and canal. In half an ~our 

"We passed over the stream of Polwar, which was now very low. 
I t come from seven or eight fur ucks off to the north-east, and 
goes into the Bund Ameer, close by a small quare foundation of 
a building, called Takht-e-Taou , where Jumsheed is aid to hav~ 
stopped half-way between his palace and N aksh-e-Rustan, to 
moke hi nargeel anu drink coffee. In half an hour more, tur -

ing round a rocky point, we came to Chehel Minar, or the Forty 
Pillars, the only name by which Per epolis is at present known 
by the Persians,-and so called, because of the pillars bein ry 
numerous and re embling the minarets of mosques. 

I 

II 


