
CHAPTER XVII. 

VISIT TO TIlE RUINS OF PERSEPOLI, AND JOURN Y FROM 

THENCE TO HIRAZ . 

.. 

. IT is very difficult, without being tedious, to give any detailed 
account of the ruins of this celebrated place. Thert: is no great 
temple, as at Thebes, at Palmyra, or at Baalbeck, sufficiently pre
dominant over all surrounding object to attract the chief atten
tion, and furnish of itself ~ ufficient matter for de cription and 
admiration. Here, all is in broken and d tached fragment, ex
tremely numerou ', and each worthy attention, but so catter d 
and disjointed as to give no perfect idea of the whole. Its prin
cipal feature is, that it presents an assemblage of tall, lender, and 
isolated pillars, and separate doorway and sanctuaries, spread 
over a large platform, elevated, like a fortification, from the level of 
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the surroundinA: plain. t he «."Ift.'ct of' which is increased by the 
mountain~ ill the tli~tan('t'_ Difficult., howcv(·r. as il' the task of 
descrihing :-. uch n'lIlains ill any ( 'OHIIN'tCtl or striking 1I1<11l1}{'T, nnd 
hrief anu hUI'J'if'U as wa!'. my view of' thp whoh-, 1 ~hall lay hefOrt' 
the reau er the IJOtps pt'nneti on tIlt' spot , from whidl he will lw 
ahle prohahl) to fi) rlll SOBle tolerably ,H'(-urate idea of the plaf'(~ 

descri uct! : aud thcll f()llow it by a ('om,ilicratioll of some of the 
.w('icnt dl's( riptions left us of thil-. pla('l" vdlcn in its glory, ",hid, 
W(;'I'(' al :-.o (>~<lmined on the spot, and there compared with the 
exhtillg I'l'mailils. 

The 1Iatural roek was hewn down to form the platform on 
which the templt· of P(>l'1)epoiis !':Itnod, alld thi t-. platform was then 
faretI rouJlu with masonry. Thl'n~ are ~llla1J quarries of the sanl<' 
stUI1l' Ilear it ; hut tllP :-.mootliing away of the original ro('k inost 
prohahl), furni:-.h ed the g reatt'l' part of lhe :o.toue. The fa('iug of 
the plat.form i ..... of ('xtr('nwly solid work, the stone::; being every
where lar~t' IIJIU \\t'H-hcWII; but there j:-; g-rcat irregularity ill thE" 
gcneral form of the" hol(', and lar~(! and MIWll pi t'(,t' ..... afe often let 
into (-'a('h othe r hy II ..... ort of dovl·tailill~ ill til(' work. The flight 
of step'" for aM:e lHling the platform i ..... f<'gnlar, easy, and of noble 
appear.wce. The two <'lItralll'c-gatcs were guarded I,y ~phynxes, 
forming th ... · portab of a. s,\Iwtuary: tlH'se auimals "lrf' very 
finel y executed, antI buth tllt'ir attitud(·s and the <letai ls of their 
sculpture a re ex(·(·Ilt'Ilt. The masonry is also <1 :-; nlll' as ('ould L)(> 
CM'(' ut(>(i at the preM'lIt day : tlu.' hlock:-; an' bl'J.!,'l', dO ..... t'Jy united, 
ami regular ill :-.iz{' illlll ... lwpe; tll(') :Ire of il hlui~h marhJe. The 
two l'olunlll ..... lin\\, bt:milillg: ef('d hptw('cn tht'sl' ~at('s of entrance 
have for their haf.tc a plinth, whi«·1t rc~('mhlt's an inverted lotus 
flower. The shah i:; markl'u hy very :-.hallow flutin gs. and each 
pillar is formed of three piC'('('s. Thi~ is ('overed by another 
inverted lot us flowl'r; and ahove thi:-; rises It capital, like the 
palm-leaved ('apital of anl'i('lIt Egyptian temples. Above this, 
again, are four scmlls; then a square flutcd plinth, with Ionic 
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volute:;; ; anc1 lastly, abu\'(' all, a brokell Illa~~ or some animal 
resemhling a ram.'" Tht., gt>ncral effh,t of thc!)e ( 'OIUIHIlS il-o ~lel1(ler 

and mean, and n~fy inferior to the (.reek 01' Egyptian. Frolll th" 
ti'agment of one that lies falleu. it i~ M't.'J\ that tIlt' :-'l'\'l'ral pit::Cl'S 

of which they weI'(' composed were joill(>d togdher 11) a part of 
the IlPIH'r pi('cc hcing let do' ... ·n illlo ,I COtT(':-.poudillg aperture of' 
the other. There is a square (·i~tt.'rll llt'ar the ( ·()IUIllIl~. huilt of 

fery large stonl'S, having ollt"ide it a ~ood Ill()uldill~, :lnd hil-!;h 
over it a hanging cornice of til l! E~.v ptiall fiwlIl. 

The great 111<1.";;:-- of tilt:' J'uin!'! i:-. on u hi:..dwl' platfi.ll'ln ahove tilt.' 

first. At the :-.ides of the ~tI'P:' aM'{'nding to thi ... an~ : .. ;('ull'tllrt·d 
processions, s{l(Titices, &c. of whidlNit.·huhr hm, giv('11 toll:'l'ahly 
faith!'ul tlrawings. Th('y arc all adllllrahl ,Y eX l~(,t1tt·d, anti hpar .t 

striklllg rl'semhlancl' to ~ill1ilar prol'l's:-.io)H. at 'l'lwlu':-' HIIlI Edlt.)u. 
in Egypt. Amon~ other f('scmhlall{'cs al'{' tho:-.t' of trees, plal'('u to 
divide men wllo are Ileal' aM'f'lIding ~tl'l':" hcast:-. of :-.a(·rifh-e, o:fer. 
II1gs of lIleat, ('af.'::! and hor:-.c:-., Hl'meti IIll·n. &('. All tlwsc ~('ulp . 

• \V hcthcr t lw. hall any n~trolli)Il\ICal aUII"IOII, 11 I ~ !llfIu ult to ~,I~. l\I' m~l(:llr n,ull y, In 

hi, rng-c IILo"" I..c ltfCr .. 011 \ UC LCllt -\ .. rrollolllr, ~ay~ -' I lhLlLI.. I Irave dl'nwu .. tr,ll('ci 11r,11 11u

PLhDll Empir e ,Inc! flu- !olllld,ltWlI o r P l'."('poh .. "~(''''IH I tu '1 ,20~J ve,u .. h" lore .J esn, ('!oll"l. 

( Hlst. J c r.", .. tf. \ 11('. p. ~1";4) Dft' lll"chld, wh" \',ult that ut\, _I'nh,ltd II .lI ul t here e> .. t.l_ 

hlr!lhed Ill" t' rnprfe tIll' 'cry J,r.y wi,e!! d,~ ~I\n I'a~ .. es Inlo t ill' ('''n~ t dl"II('n "I' I Ill' 11 "111. TillS 

ddy Wl\q mtld(' to he~1II th l' yc,lr, ,111d It IM'alll\: Ii" "podr of ,I \JCTl <Jtl, ,dll' 10 L1lcimt(' .. Ihr 
knowledge of th l' ~QI<l.1 yl'a l of :Jh5 tla," u hour... IIl·l t· Thcll w, "",1111 titHi ,,~tIOIWlll y ('PI'val 
With the orlg-rn of Th t .. cmpIH'. T hc aqrrOIlOlU IL,\1 IIIc ulf'nt \\hwlt '1<'(.IJlll p,"l"'S the fUllml,ltion 

of Perscpo ll ~ s llpphcd 1111' \11th th e> proof (.1' It" tlnll' puly, ( Vol. I. (I. i() J TIl(' It-tte.~ of lhe 

,.Iphabet found at r('f~t: poll ~ do 1101 (''lu ·td nve; and It I" "J."clved th ... \ They IlltiCI e' lurol::; 

hy the malll.er III WillI h lht·y ,u e nmllmlcti , ,wd III t IM! III wludl th r.Y Me placed. So ai!lo 
The Irish chal ,td ers, call,·(\ O~h,un, {'OII',llIt merd), III ,t 111111, repcdl(,11 Ill(' tI "W~, aud who~c 
va hle ch 'lIl gc~ ;tccortlwg to ttlC way III tl'luch 1\ I'> pl,tt'cd rcldtlVt' to ,\ tiLltuon .. Ililc. Tlwy 

have mueh tllulogy WIth Illo~(' of 1'('fsclJUh b:- -S.'c (j""flll'~ Ollgw If, L UI/Kiln. \'. !iOU, and 

lJadly'~ J,rlfr/~. IICJ1 II. Jl . :J3 1 

'The "'.·UI,IIl" ,mt! {,Hly Ardh ldr>s worsllll'pc.l th(' hcalc"ly hotlr l'lI; ,!HI anl<JIlg thelll th ,:: 
tribe of B CIlI Korc I ~ h WfrC tlw~c tI,al k t'p l tllc t\:mple flf M(!cca. Korel"h 1'1 the nam .. !;'VCII 

to Cyrus m Scnptme.dlld thll. siguities the sun In Hebrcw,:llS Cyrus dLd ill PCI~I 'ln . !lut! Khow 

In Pehlivl:_lJutvrlJ vi i'(HIU , vol. ' I" iS8 · 
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tures are partic\11aT~Y fine, though parts of them are now buried, 
and other varts broken; UIlU even the portions least injured are 
di~c()lourcd by a thin mo~s grown ·oVcr the SUl'fitce. ] Iorizontal 
lines of opt.'n tlowers, like the TOSl' or lotus, ure in some places seen 
dividing the compartments, which is also all Egyptian devict'. 

This portion of the ruins seems to have been a grand open 
portico, com.;isting of mallY rows of columns, supporting only 
architraves ~ and helow them are oblong blocks, as if for pedestal~ 

of sphYI:xcs. The several columns erect are all tluted: some of 
them being of the same dClSign as tll08<.' aIn.'auy described; and 
others, the (.'apit.;1.Is of which appear to be gone, being much higher 
in proportion to their diamdcr. 

Above thj~, on a still higher platform, to tht' southward, itS 
sccn an asscmhlage of' diffcTt'nt sanduaries, whkh arc quite Egyp
tian in their style. The first of' these that we entert'd was a 

.square of ahout thirty ft,{'t, having two doors OJI the lIorth, olle 011 

the :-,outh, twu 011 the wpst, . 111(1 une on the ea!'lt. Th{'se arc per

fectly Egyptian in cvt'ry l'('~p(;'('t, as may he seen from the draw-
illgs of thus ___ ' that ('x i ~t: the) ar<' cumposed of three pieces-two 
portab and all <trdlitrave, ami above thi lS the cornice. Their 
inner surfa<'es arc ~culptul'ed witll designs rt'}wet;cnting the sacri
fices of healStR. The priests have umbrellas held over them as ill 
India, and the guards are fin lied with spears. llt·tweell the doors 
are monoliths, like thuse used ill E gypt, for ket'pillg the sacred 
animals, amI ahout tlit, s..'1Jne sizt.'. Around thelSc werc inscriptions 
of the arrow-headed character. The gates were dosed, not by 
doors, but by bars ollly, of whi('h the !'lilts still remain; hut both 
the open amJ dosed monoliths, the first being like mere winuow
frames, had eddl folding doors ofml'taJ, as the holes for the pivots, 
both above anu helow, were too small to afford sufficient strength 
to StOllC. SOIllt' of thew monoliths are quite perfect:, and might be 
easily brought to the British Museum, by way of Uushire. Each 
of them were highly polished, and one especially appeared to 
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us to give out as dear a reflection as tlJe finest mirror of glass. 
It is on the~e monoliths that the Arabic, Coptic. and Persian in. 
scriptions arc deeply cut, and -that \\-·jth ~o much enre as to ha\'{' 
requircd days or wc(>ks in the execution. The proportions of the 
doors are extremely ma.."l-l ive ~ and their passages are ~o narrow, as 
not to admit of two persons passing each other commodiously. 
They arc .. 11 of black stone, slightly v{'ined with quartz, and very 
close-grained. There ar(> al so mauy arrow-headed inscriptions on 
the portah, of these doors, aU heautiful1y cut: and three of this 
description on eal·h ~ide the grea t entranl'e, guarded by the 
sphynxes below. 

Beyond this, a few paces to the south-east, is another similar 
sanctuary of doors and monoliths. This, however, is larger than 
the former, and had circular pedestals for six rows of columns of 
six piHars each, which prohably support an open roof. with a 
central passage for water. This ext ends to the end of the plat-

• It Will he' seen chat the deseription ~ivcn hy the earl iesl ll uvell('u of this !llarr was not 

f,{ <lggf' rfllcll. III Murray'~ IIISlur ical Account of ll i\Poveries m A ~ia i!; the fn llow in!!: pas. 
~l\ge: __ ' nf'~'o lld Sehirll1., lll<' Amba;;$:.o.dor ( iar< 'm (\.., ~yll' a, from ( 'oa, i ll I (21) ('UUlI: to 
che spot eall(>() Cit millar, (·f'J(·hratcd fur th f' II LJgh!~ rums which ('o,'cr it.. site- the n'maiu~ of 

tbe tmeil'nt Pe l :'(;I'0l i~. Thf'y wcn' tl iligrntly sm vf'ycd by our ullthor, wlul (i('scr ibcs them 

with all ell thusi a~1U which pcrhups l..ctl"'lys him lulu ~ome d"p,ree of exaggeratiull. H,' dw(' ll~ 

011 the su perb range of 1'01l1l1l1l1l, pa rticu lurly tho ... (· c:· II ('(1 the Purty M march ; the waguilin'ul 

IIta iJ)l by which it is aSCl'udetl ; the vast illll' rior !lq llan', 430 ft:d !'V :.> 10, and the huge pieces 

of marble, wi thout ully uppart' ll t juncture. The sl'lIlpture!l wert~ iIlUlIll,;!rubl('. allll un' COli· 

eeived by him to represen t d,e actions of n race of men, prior to .lily now kllnwn. ('veo to !lle 

ancien! nabylonian~ aud Per~iUIIS . Yet, though (\seclldlll l,; to t1ui vast antll.) uity, Ih('y a rc :0" 

entire, !hal, with the exception of a few fnl S"mCl1b broken otl~ the.y miKhl S('1'1fi to have ocell 

recently fini shed. JIl eomparillg these with the mOllumellts of other nation~, he ob!l{'rve~, that 

the pyramids are men' artificial mountain s, while the I('mples of Grecce are ill ru ills: here, 
only art and grundeuf are uuitL>d ill prislme perfection. The high (wlish of thc nmrbJe was 

amusingly 6bown by a m''''ilf, who, seeing bis O\ .. n figun: rdJccle<i .... n the walls, was worked 
up to fury, ... hieh was always increased by the view of the corf('~I)()ndiog 6'Csturea in the 

reflected image; ,ill the same scenc being repeated wherever they camc, they were at length 

obliged to ehal I and icnd him off.'-Jlu,.,.uy~ IIi. tul/cui Accuup' ,!( Trovru IR A~j/J, vol. iii. 

p. 36, 37. 
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form on the south-east, which, with the natural rock, is here at 
an elevation of' at least thirty feet from the ground. 

Beyond. this to the eastward, on a lower plfttform, i!'i the square 
of another "imilar i)anctuary, formed of doors and open and closed 
windows or recesses: the~el however, are not lUIJJlohths like tlle 
others, the sides and an'hitl'uvcs being s(>parate pieces, and nt'w 
half buried ill earth. 

To the Ilorth-cast of tlii8, and 011 a higher level, i~ a part of 
the frallle of a larger but similar sanduary, ill the middle of 
which werc ('olunms. Thfl~e of the gates of this are all that 1I0W 

l'clHain, hut these are finer than any before dc~crihe(l. Their 
inner Jlortals arc sculptun'd with ft-presentations of prie~ts, some 
,:.;tandillg with ullll.m~lIal- held over tlWlll, and others ~itting OIl 
chairs, their fect 011 footstools, \\ ith row~ of sla."(,8 bt'licath, l:!Up
portin~ til{' throne on which th(;') ~it, as found ill tlw tombs of the 
PC'J'siall king~. Rrhillu the chair is sometimes M>('Jl an attcmlant 
holtling a fuB-hlown lotus HO\YN. Above the heau of thl' priel-l 
il- the winged globe, pt'rf't'ctly wdl dl'iillC'att'd, ovpr a ('urtuin of 
fringe between t\\ 0 lines of open tfowC'rf.;; and above all is a 
('irde, with two wing'S (1t.~s(,C'Jlding, 011(' on each side, and it 

t~athered tail , al:! of a bird, with it man standing in the centre of 
the circle, extendiilg the palm of tIle right hand, and holding 
ill the left a rillg. 

To til(> north-em.t of thb, it ft ,w paceR, is thp largest ~anctuary 
of all, but exa(,tl), similar to tliC' other& in d{'f.;ign. The inner 
porlals of tIle gl't'at ~atc to the w(;'~t arc particularly tine, There 
are seen five or ,!o,ix rows of wa,rriors, with ~pears, shields, arrows, 
quivers, aud helmets or dresses of different forms.* A priest sits 
in a chair abo\'t'. and holds a lotus Jtower in one hand, and a long 
staff in the other, whi}f.' his foot is placC'd on a footstool. Before 
him are two altars of fire, with extinguishers fastened by chains; 
a man with a round helmet and a short sword addresses the 

• 

ilerodotus mentIOns (, 102) that the aocient Persians were armeu like tlu' Egyptians, 



VISIT TO THE RUIN S OJ.' l'.l!:IU!iKt'OLIS. 275 

priest ; and behind him a female is seen bringing in some offer
Ing In a smalJ basket. Above thi~ is the same curtain of nt't

work uescribeu hefore, and two friezes of the winged ~lobe ill 
the centre, with three lions on each side guarding it; the two 
divisions are Reparated hy lines of open flowers. AI1 the malt.· 
figures were bearded; but they have been wantonly disfigured 
in this part, probably hy bigoted Moslems, who consider every 
representation of hving hejng.~ as a breach of the commandment. 

The designs of tIl(" other gates of' this sanctuary reprt'sent a 
priest stabbing a unicorn, and a chief sitting un a chair supported 
on a throne. Both the \\.'inged globe and the lotus are frequently 
seen, and tIle whole work is t gyptian in its style. Neither the 
doors nor the recesses of this sanctuary ever seem to llave been 
closed, as there are no marks of hinges anywhere; nor does it 
appear to have heen ever roofed, though there are fraghlents of' 
fluted columns lying in thc middle. 

Above this, at th(:' hack of the great temple', and hewn in tht' 
rocks, are two large ravc-tomhs, resembling those at N"ak&h-c-Hus
tan in the- sculpturcN )f their front; hut both of t hem are at preNt'nt 
inaccessihle1 from thc quantity of rubbish accumulated before them. 

Rememhering that Chardin had mentioned the discovery of 
mummies in Khorassan, and the pncient llactrialla, and every thing 
about Ufl remindillg mc of Egypt, ] wal' curious in enquiring 
whether any preserved bodies had ever been found near these 
tombs, but could learn nothing satisfactory on this point . 

• All a l'roofthat great palliS were bestowetl 011 tht" pre~ervl\tlon of the bodies of the illus
triOUS dead, amoll~ till' early Pf'N;ians, tIl{" following' cases may be cited; ·-

Amall says, thatAlexaniler callsed th(' lJody of Danus to hfo transported Into Persia, to bl' 
buril..-d in the sepukhrt- of; ;~ anc('slortl, wlIhout naming the j)lace, (lib. S). The sante author 
says, tn~t Alenndl'r learned wilh mortificatio n that at l'(/~ag(/rdll they had opened and 
piUaged the tomb of Cyrus, which wall plll('ed iD the park of th(' castle of that city. surrounded 
by a w<)od, and 'lccompanied by fountains and meadows. 

Zezdijerd, who:le forces were defeated III a memorable batde, beC'ame a fu gitive, through 
Sci!t.an, Khorassan, iLDd Meronear, where he was obscurely .nurdered; but his <"orp&c being 
dileovered, it wal afterward, embalmed, and SCDt to blakhr, to be interred III the IfCpulchres 

liN" 
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On the north of the whole we saw an isolated gate, lik£' the 
rest in form, hut small, plain, and standing alone, after the man
ner of those foullu at Dahont, in Nubia, leading to the temple 
there. 

No marks of tire were allY where to be seen ;tbout the ruins, 
. nor was there any appearance of either a (:ity or a ci tadel in any 
direction about PeJ's(!polis.* 

According to Oriental trauition, P erst'\lo\is was so large as. to 

of III .• fl11ccslur!;; and wit ll hi m {'uut'll til t· dynasty (J f the ~:)s~ (llli ;'l H k illg~._ I" \( . of l'tl""'I, 

vol. i. 1'_ 178. 

Pl iny, in hi, N,llural lI i~t o ry, sayll, tIm! wIllie the slOllc (-a iled SarC'o l'h agw. was "a ill to 

dC~lroy SllCl'l lily a ll i><){ li c ~ iull'ffl 'u III it , tllcn! wa~ a nothe r ~ tOlU' ("I II(·d Chcr lllk~, a nd slud 

t Q rcsl'mblc u 'ury, that h,ul lhc r('pnt,lt ion uf 1.. 1"'1'111;; al llll'lt'~{'n' in~ ,1" ,111 h(),r il' ~ fmm ~'Ofllll '

l lQn; aud il wa~ ill ;' w pnkhrc Qr <:ofi in of I t. i~ "tUlIl' th al t he II(MI~ uf UMiU!; till' Ki ,, ~ or 

rcr~i a w(l~ rc l't)rted III hUI/(' bel' lI lurd ._l'llII . Nat, l/ist, L. jr;. 1'. 17. 

Issunuc<tr, tht, ~U II of G:J..~ hlasll , was the fih t COll n : r t made uy ZUlu,):.t l: r . Til t' King' was 
:,1 '0 pdsuadcu to fo llQW !Iis CJWlIl plc. and urJ f' fl:J Iw(' lv!' tll\)lI ~lIllIl ,,, ", . I ,,de~ tu be la ll llt'l l 

fin(', t lmt th f' I'U'{'('l'ts of II is lIe w fa ,l h mig ht he wri!le Jl Upi'l l! the m. 1'1 " ':>ll' IhlrdHllCllh well" 

deposi tcd III a \'auh hewn out o f tht' T\)(' ~ at Per~c l'0 lj ,.. -Can th ('Me lit' among t ill' SIIPPO!ICU 

tombs here? or ,I t Naksh-t·· HlIsta lll ~-H,~t. of /'tnlfl , ,·ul. i. p. 5S. 
Tlw fu llowl ug n "arin!l:!I, Ilccuntlcly ta kl' ll hy compa:!.!1 frolll P"flll·pulis . ~tand ing on the 

Pl lt tform of th" ( j " 'at Temp"', may Uc i lltc rt'~ li llS' ; -
Fursue ks. 
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have lncluut>u all the ruins in til(' plain of Moorgallh, as well a 5 

btakhr, Merdusht, alld the bridg(' of the Bumi Anw(.>r within it.'" 
btakhr, 01' I stakt>l, was l'pprpS('lIt l'd to us as il large castle on 

the mountain, excpt.>dillgly difficult of Cl('cess, huilt of lar~e s tones, 
having on(' gate of entrance, hu t Ileither columns nor sculpture, 
and now entirely ill ruill s.t 

Quintus Curti us, after d csl'riiJing the dehauch of Alexander, 
ahd his destl'll('tioll Ilf tlH' temple at Pcrsepoli ~. says that this 
ci ty, whose fUJ' ('es we re sutfkil'nt to Illake (Jrel'<"c tn'mhl l', was 
r(~ducl'd to a sta te so d<"plorahlt.' that it \\'a .... :0;0011 ahandOlH'd, ami 
but for tIl(' Araxes leading to a dil'icovcry of' its posit iou, til l' l'la('l~ 
when' it :--t(lod would hardly then havp IIl'e ll kD()\vlI .:j: The ~atn(' 

.. The r;"cr whi l'li ~!> ... ,~ lhrongll thc Plal1l of ~1 "rdllsl'l h c:lll"tl Ih~· Kur hy KIl<uI( ... mir 

and somc o1!lef allt hol~; and tI ... lIame uf BUild Amccf, II VW a pl' l"'<I ,'V'" I,y thc I',·ople of (lor' 
country to l /of' nn'r 11,,·lf, wa.~ originally ~i\'(·" 10 a cJ yJ,. ,· "vcr It "Io.dl· h) .'\,.I<J_II_1).n,l;,h, the 

ru lf'r uf j :al.'l all<l I r;lk, allt l Vi,.i'·1 lu the Ca lil'h uf U"J;,l.ld. A. II. .'Sli7. A. Tl. !/77 .-lh,'. 

lif l'rr.'III, vul. i . 1" ao!). 

t The hill f(jfl of 1 ~1 ,lkhr was lI~cd a~ a " Ia,·(' of l'nIlIiUt-, m"nt I .. " , 1.lte .l pC'"ud :J~ , \ H . 

g98, A. lJ . 149:!, wllt'll Sultan Ali .Uld.hi~ I)l utll<'r.~, ill tl,(' d''''I'''I '' ~ to ~ lI r""~~ i"n aU"'II;.;' ti l<' 
carly l;,tll iwf'lUt dc\'otN'> , Wl' iU'Ior i,oll ('J (l Ieu' Il l,w,u',h of four ), ar~ . _ /1,,(. ,{ /" '/'11(1, v, i. 

p. 499. 
I Un ;.pproa('h ing Ih, ... (' I ty, Alell"nue' , ~!>ald 1(1 hal'" ;l~<;{'mhled Ill~ ch'ef~, ;md 10 havc 

obscrved to Ihcm, tha i t llt'rc l,a,1 "f'I'(,f hC(' tl any f' lty mort· ho~tllr tv tlo., f i lcd .. ... than Ilcnc _ 

polis, the an(" "lI t re'fidcncf' uf lhe ki"~,, ul Pt;r~ ia. 11111 lhe "" lllt.ol vf tI ... " "IIl I"n'; th;ll it 
was from ,llclI l'e "ame thojl(' lI11me n ~e urmi('~ wh i..ll hMI ",{!~rn ll (T1t·cr,·, !Iud flOm ll ... n("c t hal 

Dariu's <l nd XN .l..I.'S h ad l.Irvu,.: ll t them lu .k llv l,lte Elirnpe wl lh 11 ... ,r "'ars; a lld tll:"lt therefore 

it was neceMar), to tevcll~c a ll those e \' ,I ~ UVVll th i ~ ell)' as tile WlI n 'l' of l i,,·m. The Pl'r
sians having alreari y abandOned II, IIIf' a rmy uf Ale.l.. ... ld('r enit' rt·d it wi lhoul oppnsilu"l. and 

foulld t lwrf' immense t rt'USll rCIi ~urpas~ i ng a ll IhelT fu nllcr ~ro ,l s. I ~ was a l a feast s Ul'('("ed ing 

Ihe pillage o f the ci ty thut Tha is, a l'OIHlt::wu of (;rel"'("'t·, in the m,.I"t of Ih <" eltlCTta iomcnl, 

t'xcluimed '0 till) King, ' Tht're IJei'er ('an he lUI OI'CdSiu ll mvre fa\,our.lhlt;> Ihan Ih .. pre~cnt to 

acquire 111111 d eserve tht" g ltlt ituuc of fh t- G rt·,· k ~, hy ~ i \, j n;;" tu t hl' flame~ t he lto)', 11 Palacc of 
the Persian kings. The 'ml iulls whosc ('i t ic!! the harhartans ha'c a l o(l h ~h l',1 wi ll (');\,I'rt from 

Alexander !I"ell an ac t of Ju",tiec!' This, sa)'s the Illlllorian , WU$ lh ,: a(h' icc of a COurleLan, 
and of olle who was mtll ll icatcd ; nevertheleu, it was no sooner ~iV('n lhall Ill r King arose, 

and was followt.-d by his guedll, who, st ill heated Willi wine, excia llncd, ' Itevpnge for G reece! 
-Destruc tion to P Cfscpolis !' The KlIlg wi .... the first to lhrow ~i $ torch, hi ~ officers foll owed, 

and the eODcubiIlC.. The palace was b uilt chiefly of cedrr , and the des truc tion wall >10 
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Quintus Curtius. however, also says, tlmt Alexander spared the 
citadel, and left thert' a governor with a garrison of 3000 
Macedonians. 

Diodorus Siculus describes a grand sacrifice which Pencestes, 
Satrap of Per~epolis, offered to the Gods, among the number of 
which he counted Alexander and l'hilip, ami mentions afterwards 
the magniticent entertainment which he gave to the whole army 
of Rumenes. " The existence of a Satrap here, would therefore 
lead to the infeft'llce of its ('ontinuing to be, even after Alexan
der's wanton destruction of the temple, the seat of a native 
governor. 

The sl~colltl hook of the Maccabees gives a proof of its heing a 
considerable place as flu down as onc hunored and sixty years 
after Alexander's time. as it is there said, (chap. ix.) that Antiochus 
Epiphancs, King of Syria, form{'d the uesign of' piHaging the 
temple and the dty of Pcrscpolis, which must have been :-,upposed, 
at least, to have ('ontained suffiCient wealth to reward the enter
prise of It monarch .dread)' !'iuffidcntly ric-h .t 

The existence of the Arabic inscriptions, so long and so care
ful1 y executed, is assumed also as a proof of the eity being peopled 
even down to that, period; as no voyager, it is said, could have 

COmpIHf', Ihul hu t for Ihc Alaxc8, wllidl rail near It, ]lointi ng 0,,1 i' ~ bi te, nol a v('stigc 

of it could Lc found, a nd that to tlH ~ l ime it l,ad Ill'l"cr hecn reslOred.'-(Jllinl. Cllrt. Ii\' , v, 

c. 6, 7 • 

• 'I'll" hist o rian tlc .... : rllle~ lh(' ~OVt;rn{} 1 a~ S<' lIdi ll;! (tllll o~t over all r Nsia for l ~ust~ to lie 

8I1.cr ili C'(" ], lind :. hulIIl m,C'c of all otllcr I'. ovisiolls Ilc(" ' ~sary fur u fcstivul and p'lhlir lIolcmnity 

011 the gmJo! ]('~t !<l·all'.- f)u)ll . .'in', lib. )' ix , c, 2 . 

.. ' AlJ!.iud!U ~, ;tttel1lplill~ to rob tht, Ten'plp of .Jupiter, ill Elymaill, there rerrived a jus t 

()\'erthro"', ",it]. the ] o~ .. flf llis li ft" aud ruin of hi , wholt> nrm y.'-Prngmtltt. of Dj(}ll, lib. xx\' i. 
s, 23 ; 1 MfI(( '(lbr,:" r . \·i, \', 1-,':1. 

, King Antl()('hlls hellig it: want of money, amI h<2'a ring there were vast treasuru of gold 
and sih'er, !lud oth"r rrc(' iou~ jlweill, of (}lIering~ mad/' in the T E'mple of JU\lit~r Belul. in 
F.Jymaili!" resolV(.-tl 10 riAe it. Con.ing, thererore, into the province of Elymais, ilnd pretending 
that tl.e inhahitants lo f that 1)lace had ra ised a war agaiust him, he robbed the temple, find got 
together a greal 111m of monry; bllt in a Bhort time 'after, the gods eJ;ccllted vengeance upon 
him for I.is sacrilf>(;c.'-Prog . lib. xxvi. s, ,H. 
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either the conveniences or the leisure to execute such works in an 
uninhabited place. 

It is thought that the ruined edifi(,e at Persepolis is a temple 
of the ancient Persians, and that its sculptured suhjec:ts, as wl~1I as 
style of architecture, resemhle, in many pa rticulars, that of Egypt. 
Among these may be numbered the figures divided hy trees,· the 
sph ynxes, vases, and ('hairs, the doors and architraves. subterranean 
phssages in the tOlJlb~l sarcophagi and urns, and a squan~ well 
t\venty-five feet deep and fiftl'en squarc. Tht' :-.culpturc at }ler
sepolis was also paintcu, mOiStly in bluf', a favourik coloul' of 
Egypt, but sometimes ill hlal,k and in yt·llow. Lt' Brun ('o\mtl~d 
thirteen hUlldred fi~ures of men and animals, tIl(' half of' which 
were large as life, without includillg those on the tomhs; ami he 
counted the fragments of no less thaJl tu·o hUlldred and live 
('o)umns. 

The opinion of these ruins ht:illg the rClliaills of tIlt.' pala('c 
burllt by Alt'xallder, is founded oldy '011 1I1l' assertion of Quintus · 
Curti us. Diodol'tls Sieulus, (lib. xyii.) says tlwt AI<"x(tmlcr, assetn
blillg his Muecdonial' foll<)\\I(,I'S, observed to tlH'1H that Pcrsepolis, 
the capita] of Persia, and the seat of its kings, had b(>c lI always the 
most distinguished city in Asia for its cnmity to the Greeks, and 
that he therefore ahalldont:d i~ to their pillage, excepting only 
from violation the palace of the King.-j-

• It would appear from a passage of JU~till, that there was rormerly much .... ()l)(j about thi~ 
place, 91 in the Illention he mak{'s of the str..t.lagem uf II letter bcmg ('OIl\'cye(] frOlll Ih, P"-L!:uil 
to Cyru~ in II hl.re'~ belly. lind of the me~st'ngc r!!- \lrflvillg ~afc will, It to ti lt' city of PeTSt' I'!) lis, 
he lays :-' The people being thert> culled together, he commuuderl all (If tllC'I/I to!Jc ready 
with their hatcht'UI to cut down the wood that did sh ut up the WH)': \\'Iu"h wht'll they had 
cheerfully pNformed, he inl ited them 011 tilt"" next d ay 10 a dinncr.'_.T'I\/III, 11 1.1. i. 

t The following i.'l thl' '\eflrriptioll given by Diodorll~ Siellin!! of tht) u('slruclion or thill c ity : 
_, WhEn Ale)'8nder marched from Babylon again!>l P t·fscpoli,. (Ill ul'[Jroad ll n~ it he met a 
large company of Grecianfl, who had been madc priwneu hy the Pt'rsians, and mn .. , inbumanly 
mangled and didi.gured, by the cuuing ofl" their hands, tht'i r feet, thei r t'arf;, their noses, and 
which excited the indignation '-'f the monarch, and drcw from him l10th tear,. of commisera
tion I.Jld more 'll bsto.nlial proofs of his bounty. When Ale·,ander had,' UyN the hil tori..t.n. 
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A('cording to Arrian, it was the castle of Persppolis which 
Alexander burnt; but tnt· ruiu~ here ill no way ('orr~spond with 
the dl~S('l'il'tioll of the l'<lstlt·, a& givPII by Diouol'ul:I. This Cilstle 
was t'ncOlnpa~~cd hy three walls, the outPT one cOllstructed with 
ill1m(,ll~l' t'xpl'n~t', si:\.tcen cubit:.. high, and accoltlpnnied by all 
that could <'ontl'ibute to btrengthcn it as a deft'nee. The second 
was likl' the first, but uoublt' itb height. The third, or inner 
onc, \\ as of a !;(luare form, ~ixty ('ubits high, and constructed 6f 
so hard a ~tone. and in ~uch a \\ay, a.<, to fit it to endure for 
('cnturie1'o. EiU:h !-.idc of thi1-l square had gatt"s of bra~~ antI paii
sades of the &ame metal, of tweuty cubit!>. high, for their defence. 
the !'ight of which W<l1-. alone ~ufficient to inspire terror in those 
\\ ho auvilm:ctl to atta('h. it.· 

,~ . 
• n, fOI,llIIl!, I O"'-~~ n '\'Iral ..:<)mlm " ... ,\ 1111 1lI111lt grm tO~II) . LOll\fOllcd tllt' ... (' poor ml~CIl\b!I' 
pcol'k' , !Lt' th'lI ,allt·d tI .. )\1,\, Nimu,HI '< IO~Llhl", IUlti tol,1 II.cm th.lt r ... scl'01Is , 11,e mctropoll~ 

olth[ llll:,:,ivlll "I P(' r ~I'\ , ,If all II .. ('llrL~ of ASHI, had don!' most m l"'rhlcf to Ih~ GrecJa'13; 
a lld tlllfr! oH I .. ~,jH Il 01' 10 till \'1111111, .... aud ~ 1 J(l11 01 the soldier .. , eu'cpt the King'" \,Rialc. 

TI!I~ \\a ~ thl IId " ... \ 'II) "I ,Ill) 1111.1. r thl SUlJ, ,11,,1 for Ill~ny ngc~ all tile pnvllte house~ 

.... ere fnll of ,II' 'Iorhul "l,\lll., allrl \\h.lt(lll ",I" d,,,,'r~lhk 

• Till M .. c(uon"'II" thndon·, fOHmg 1111 0 t il( tit), put all Ihe olen to the sword, and 

TlfltJ <.I1l,ll,unLd RW.I) "IOy ""m'~ hOod., ullII e<l •• h', ulUon~~t wllld;"", uhundao<'e ofnch 
unu ('o"lly fUlllllllfl, nud orll"IIIUlh of "II ~vrb In tl1l5 1'laq~ wcre hurned away, here ..I,,'" 
tllclt" \a'l '1IIJ IILI lll" flf ~I~ ' l', dlltl no 10." uj ~oll.l , great lIumheu ofrwh garlllelll<;, sonlL ul 

pllrl,h, nod olhlT<; ~mlm:mII'lLd ",II, suhl, all 11>\1,( 11 I,..,.(alll(.. 1'1 plt'oUf'll Plcy to lilc T,n('nOUl! 

~oldILT~. 1'01 II, oll~ I, l,.\' ( ry pl.~u was lull of fI{ h "1'011, yel tbe c6vCtouSOl S~ of the M"fedo
I\ .... n~ wall lfI~..IlIahk ... tIll tlJII .. tlllg ,Ift ( r more l\ll.J the),-Were M) l'.tgcr HI I'luu<ienng, llw.t 

they fO'I~ht OUI With ,\IIolh, r Will. rh,lll)] s\\ord ~, ,mu m.tuy who wen' COIIU Iveu to have got 

II grC'(lltr sh,lrC' IhJn d,{ n.~ I, ,, ( It 1..1 1I,'r\1II tl)l:: '1'1.lrt l l Sr,'IlIL tillug" th<.lt wet(.. of extraor

dlll .u)' 1 ,.111« Illl') UIVlflul With thelT ~wofl l ", alld l..tch took a sh"re, Others, \1\ rage, cut off 

th, II11ntl" of I> U' II "I> J..Iul hold 01 a thlllg thott wab III dispute, 

'Th,y hr~ t la\'I"I\I'd tht IIOIll('n as til ,'y \\II C' III thCIT Jewels alod nch aUnc, aod ~en 
""Id them fUf ,,\'1Vell !,o tl',lt, by ho" mUl'h l'el1lepolis fx t elled all the otlier Clllu In glory 
aou worltlly fdnlly, I, ) co much more w.ts the lUeaRure of thclr IIl1ltery lind clI.lanllty:

LIb.~'QI. c. g . 

•• TillS !ltatLlv j<.lbrlt', ur l lL'iucJ , was surrouuued by a treble wall. The first WaH sIXteen 1'-. . 
l'ut.Jlts""b, ddurneJ hy lll,lIly sumptuous bUIMmg! und ..I"pmllg tuncts: the IeCOllU wal ilkc 

10 the first, but 3" 111..-1. agam a~ tlie otlier: the thIrd \\"01.1 drawn like a Ijuddrant, fOUf squure, 

~'I.ty (.uhlts IlIgh , all of thc IUU'uest marble, nnd 110 {ementcd IU loconlmuc for eller. On tile 

(' IUf tildes are bralcn gates; near to Wllllh are gallowses of brass, twenty cubits high: tbee. 
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The ruins now s('en, corrC'spoml neither with thos(' of H palace 
nor a castle ; and arc 1I0t thm;c, th('1'(~tort', of tIl<' ('uifi('p hUl'lIt hI 
Alexamler. On all th t's(' l'('mains, 110 lnal'k of 11ft' is to he tra('C'd , 
whieh could not hav(' ht't'li the ('ilSC if this had IW(,1l the priJl
dpal a~ent used ill its d(~strll('tjon. Plut.areh. in hi ~ Lilt' of Alex
ander. remarks that af'tt'r the hnl'lIill~ of tIl(> Temple of Dialll1. at 
Ephcsus, it was Iwt'el:>sary to ~('l'apl' th(' parts that had J'l'si!-.t ed the 
fire, ",hieh took away Sf} lIIuch from IJwlII as visi hly to altt'r tlll'ir 
proportioll lS; !-.() that tIl{' 11ll1rh of fin"' wOllltl IH' a ~ diffi(·tdt to J'l'

mOVt' hert', if the} had PH'!' (' ''I: i :-.tt-'(1. 

There are ap)learalH'c:; al P('rs('poli ~ of five (litfloJ,(,lIt huiltlin;.!:s 
united iu orH'. alld ('u('h appaH'lltl ,v of a tliff('I't'llt age. after tIl("' 

mannt'r of the E~yptiall s, 

Tht' books of tlie 'la ('('ah(~('s, already (·ih'd. ~a'y1 in tlw first, 
thnt tll{'rc was it rich tClIlplt-' at Pnsepolis; :lIld in t1w M'('onci, 
th<lt Alltiochus ElliphalH''j ddcI'IHill(-'d t() pilla~(' it. , \I(,"'illldt~ r 

then 'fore <:'ouhl not havp tlt>:-. troyeu it ; for it is hi;!hly illlJ)J'ohahlt" 
from thc hi !-.tnry of th():-;(~ times. that so lahoun'd alld InaglliJin'ut 

a work :-.hould ha\'(~ "('CII I'ehllilt Hilt! .. ('~tOl·('d ill the ~hort period 
hetwel? lI Al exander and the Syrian J...ill~ . The !\Ial't'dolli;lll ('011-

I(ueror, it is true, might have pillap;f'd it, and the ('l'lchrity of' the 
tlivinit'y tll t,l'(, adored might have d rawn to it n~aill It 1l1'W fund 
of tn'aSllT('1-i, The historian of the Ma('('itlwf's M'CIllS illdt'cd lIlore 
ocC'upi c.'d about the tt'mplt, than the dty, as an uhjcl'l of JUuch 

higher illll'ortancc. 
Diodorm; and .Justin agree ill saying that Allti()('htl~ Epiphancs 

having learnt that a temple of Bellis, in" thc provin('c of F.lymais, 

raised to t{,Trlfy lh{' bt.huI llcr~ , nll t! tIll' olhn for the IwttpT ~tn·n).. ... Il( "n ll '~ lIlId fu r, .I ~ing ofthp 

",lfI("e. On thc ea,t ~.{I e u; 'he ('.t,ul."I, a bOllt 10llr hlLnuu'c! feel d ' ~ l.'II', Sln",r ,\ mllllut. {"U(>U 

the Ro:rul MOllll t, lor h" , (> art. ull,he locpu khrc'lof the "ing~ : m'I"Y "I'~rtllll' LLt 'l ~ud litt le 
rells he lll!; (" lit mto the miust of tl.e ror k, mto Vi hl('\' I'r l l~ liLer(' j, lIIadl' no dLlf'ct pas,agl'; 

hut tI.e coffin s with the dea!1 hOlhc~ lIrc hy lII <;trumpLLt~ hlJl~t,-,u "I'. UUlI '" III UU \\LJ into.tlll·!;{, 

va.uh~, In th,~ dt"uI·I wcre many ~ I atcly lotl:;ill!;s, hot h for the Kin A" aUlI III~ "olrlieu, of cx

ccllent workmans1llp, an t.! tT{!l\sury chanlbers mOil! convcLlLcutl j l"UutLl \,Ct.! CUI the 1'\ y l1l~ up uf 

money:-D1fxl, Sac. lib. xvi i. c, 8. 

Q 0 
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(which was the Jewish name for this place, from their name of the 
country of Persia, Elam,) contained a ~reat. treasure, ]le entered it 
during the night and carried off all its riches. 

Oth(~rs as:sert that this temple was consecratp.d to Diana. Ta
citus (Allu. S. c. ()Q.) says that there was a temple of that goddess 
ill Persia: and Strabo adds, that ont' of the Parthian kings carried 
off from it two thousand talentR, and that the temple was called 
Zfrl'fl. t All these authorities prove, that there was at PeTsepolis, 
long after Alexander's timl', a famous temple; and the ruins seen 
here at tht.· present day may be well those of that edifice, com
posed perhapl-i of several temples dedicated to different divinities 
on the same ~P()t . t 

(,hardin thinks that two (Tnturies were T('(Juisite to complete 
the wOJ'k~ set'll at ]lcrsepolis: and M. Le Comte de <'aylus is of 
the same ()pilliolJ. H e gives them an antiquity of' four thou~and 

• The Elarlli"I\'1' of ArriJ.1l !I ud Nc;ut'hu~ are the Elamiles of the SGriptures. It is the 

Temple of .Iupikr Bcltrs in Ely mai:~ wliil'h AntiodlUS til(' Greal IS K;aid lu have plrmdcrcd, und 

where he 1081 llio; lifc. A 1I'0Ipie uf Br I, or Daal, it might 1Jc; bu t Jupitcr is tlu.' addition o f 

thc Greeks._I·lII r:;f"'I'~ ('<11//1//1'''('(" 'i/ lhe Am i. 11th, (11011.', ) l ll\. i. p. 41 (i . 

t L:> Clerc, in his criti('i ,,\u on Quiul us Curtin .. , say1>, ' It ill to me a very great wonder 

th at tire true ilHd [tucient II llm C' o r the capilal (' it y of the l'erlliltll Emyire ,hould be evcry 

where SUPI" r'sSI'rl, am.! Ille «fr'ck lI)l[lCllalloll (Jf 1'('NiI'IWlis suhslitult:d in illl place; ilot only 
by Quintus Cnrtiu<., bill J.,y 1111 olill'f mU',ent au thn~; by which 111('1\1111 it i8 absolutely lost. 

Claristopher Ccllarills wall of opinion tlHlt thl' lIanlf' I 1,"rl'o( wa.i E ta". , ",hieh i~ C?'», in his 

note!! to that chapter of Cllrt ju~: for tIle ('(lllIllr)' adj~'('{'nt to it was named Eiamais, aod 10 
was the city too by the antl,or of the l\f rttTalw.·s. Uul I dare Irot su bscribe to hil judgment; 
and if I Illight I".. al1vwe.l tu declare lily mind fn:cI)" 1 , 1'liuM own my satisfaction III the con. 

jecture of Sir John Chunirn, I< lio, in his [lim'} anulJI Prr~il'lml, thiok. it wall called Fan-abaci, 

or Paa-aood, which is tlot' habililt ioll of till' P raianll; for it ill unqucltionable that tbe P er

silins called th('ffiseh'cs tI'D Pharas ... d ':J.1ot A I-atl sign ifie8 a habita-tion,-which now ill often 

,ub~tituted ill the c',mposition of lIuch namcs o f It,wn@ in the Peraiall language:-Rooke', 
A,.riall, c. 6, s. 10. vol. i p. ::19. 

t The fol~win g i~ tlrr' df'aC'riptlon gi\cn by Diodonlll Siculul of the de.truction of the 

~J3rt!('ulaf temple hurut dow n by Alexander. • Heft' (at P erscJlOli ll) Alexander made a l ump

tu~)~a8t ~r the entutaiunlCnt of hi ~ friends in commemoration of his, victory. aod offered 
magn~cell t sacrifice~ to the gods. At thIS fcaH were entertained women who prol tituted their 

bodics for hire, wbt:re tlr (' cnps wellt 80 high, aud the reinll so let loose to drunkellneSl and 

debaucht'ry, thaI many were both «runk alld mad. Among the relt there was at that time a 

counc:t.an liamt:d Thais, an Athellinu, who laid Alexander would perform the moat glorioul 
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years, but merely from conj(·cture, without any historical founda
tion. The Count, liowcvcr, thinks they cannot b(~ attributed to 
the Versians bcftJre Cyrus, as Herodotus u{'scribes the Pl'rsians of 
that age as a lwople of great ~implicit)', havin~ lwitlwr temples 
nor altars, but wor.shippiu~ .Jupiter 011 the slIlllluits of the highest 
mountains. Cyrus hiInself was occupied with hi:-; forei~1l con
quests, and his reli~i()us illlpn'ssions were :;illlplc ami austere, con
formable to his own educatioll ami the lIIalUlcr:; uf hi:; ('ountry ; 
besides which, whell he was in a ('01uJition to IIlHke such vast 
expenditurc as these works required, Per~q}olis was no longer 
the royal city, hut Suza, Ecbatanll, lHuJ Bahylou, bt.'(:amc the resi
dence of him and his successors, 

Diodorus (hit. 11.) informs us, that Camhyses, "Oil of Cyrus, 
conquered Egypt in tht- t.hird year of the sevt'nty-thinl Olympiad, 
when he pillaged the COUll try and burnt the telllples, tilt' trea-

act that cw'r he did, If, whiil' hl' was rt-llstill~ witll tlwlll , h{' wflllhi burn th{' palal'f' . lind so the 

glory 1\1Id rellown of I'ersin might Ill' said to he hrolL!!ht to uI.tlliu).; III ,t lIIollU'1I1 loy tl.l· hands 

of wom{,lI. This ~pn'ad i llg ahroad alit! I'om ing to the ears of tlw y"uug" 111('11 , (1'.' 110 I'ollllllonly 

make lillie usc of reason \\'111'11 drill!': t!'i' ill their he a..!",) prc~enl l y UII(> I' rit,s out, '('Ollie 011, 

brill!; \1 '1 tirebrandll!' lind 80 ill( Itl'b tile fest to fin' till' \' It;lIlel, to reve nge Ihat iwpicty the Per* 
s;nnq had {'olUllIined in destroying the lI'ml'h'~ (.f the Gret·ian'i. AI Ihi 'l , others with JOY ~et 

up a shout, but silid >'.0 IITH"e UII "xploit belpll~ed only to All'x 'I~ldl' f In Il<' rl'or111. TIll' Killg. 

stirred up at these wordll, l'mbral'cu. thc ,notion; upon which, lh !IIa llY ,1>1 II'Nt' pn'St'II ' left th t-i r 

cups, and leap<·u. from the table. and lIaid, tl"lt they "",uld now cdehratt' a vidonolls f"lItil'al 

to Bac(;:hu ~. Hen'ulxHI, multitudes of firebrands "'cre prell('utly gut logct lll'r, and all thl' wo

mcn that played on llIu~jea l iU lilruments whi~'h were at the fea~t W"fI~ c;aill,J r"r: all~i then the 

King, with lIong~, pipl'lI, and Rutl's, hra"ely led tile way to this nobll' (,:l.lwditUln, (,1ntrivl'd 

dnd maungf!d hy this courlezau TImi!!, who ue"t after the Kmg threw the tirlll fil't:hraud into 
tile palRcc. This precedE'lIt was prcs('ntly followl'd oy the rc~t; 110 that III a VCI y short lime the 

wbolt' fabric, by the vitJiencc of the 6fe, wa~ consumtW to ashe~. It is very ohl'lCII ahi(' (!ulds the 

historiall) antI not without just admiration, that the lIaei'llegt: aud implely of Xerxe~, King of 

Persia, (e~ercised iu his rleRtroyillg the citadel of Alhens.) lIhould 110 many ~{'drll after I>e re

venged in thE' same kind by l'!le courtez3n ouly of that city thut was ~o inJllfI.:d:-Dwu, $/C. 
lib, 17, c, 8. . 

Arrillil sayll t 'lal Alexander burned the royal pala('e of tbe Per~ian monarch I:tl~e\ ~8t 
the will of Parmeneo, who entreated Ilim to lea\'(' it UIlIOllclwd, not only becllu"e"il was ""'ro* 

peT to spoil and dt'stroy what he had gailled by his valour, but that he would thereby disoblige 
the Asiatics, and rellder them less bencvolent to him; for they would tllell suppose he would 

not keep A,ia in his posle!SioD, but abandull it as soon as il WIlS conquered and laid waste. 

202 



284 VISIT TO THE RUINS OF PERSEPOI,)S. 

sures of which the Persians carried oW into Asia, where they led 
away with tlWIll the workmeu and ardlitects of Egypt, whom' 
they caused to uuild tht' famous palace of Perscpolis, of Susa, and 
of sf'veral otlWf cities. If, then, there be any vestiges of striking 
resemblance' to Egyptian architecture in the fuins of Persepolis 
now, we may safely fix 011 this period for its construction by thESe 
caplin· workmen so brought away. 

The diffit'ultics against this supposition aft> not insurmountable. 
It is true that Cambyses himself: who is said to have died at 
Echatana, on Mount Carmel, in Syria, (Herod. 1. S.) could neithn 
have begun nor finished these works in person, as he did not returu 
home after his conquests: but his repr(>sentativ('~ in l>ersia might 
have dotH., :'iO iu his ahsellce after til(' arrival of the Egyptian 
workmen. Dal'ius, the soli of Hysta~pes, who succeeded him, 
might have completed them. 

Ci<:el'o says, that Xerxes, his SOli, at the instigation of the 

To wluel] Aleltaudl'r maue answer, tlllit II!' was rC!l.ohcd to ~cvenge the ancient injuries IIIJ 

country had rrl'civcu by tlll~ Persians, who, whell tllcy arri\'cd with the Ilrmy in Greece, sub· 

vertcd Athrtls, hUTIlt'd their temple~, Ilnd ('ummiued many othcr barbarous devastations there.' 
-R(J(J~"·A · Alrl'III.lih .. 1 r . 18. 

In II notc on Ihls the translator Ray~, 'The hu rlliug' of Persepoli~. C::urtios has given liS at 

lalge, ( I. . .,. ('. 7.) and affirnW5 lI"ll Th.li .. , a noted har1nt, WoI..'I till' firMl proposer of setting It 

on Inc. PllIlarl'i. A"i\'c~ Ui an aCl'llllll1 of Thai .'I, bllt hc tells it as II story Il'hieh in allJihlihood 
he govr lillie crcth l tf). That th(' royal palace then- WoI.S set on fire, none doubt; aud that it 

was rlOIl(~ by dui !!:", all authors u" .... f'(·; but the sto.y of Thai~ '" delivered as a truth by nOUl! 

but bim~elf aod Di{Mloru~ (c. 17.) ClirtlU~ add!!, that 11(1 lc~5 than onc hunUrf-U and twenty 
thou~all!l t<llcnh ill nl(,lwy ~I-r{' f(lu ud there (\. .'i. c . Ii. 9) ; though I'lulllrch seemll not to allow 

thi ~ hOlOty in money to lIt· ril'hrr th~1I1 the fOlmer at Rllsa; bUl adds, that of othl!f movables 
and trCII!!ures tlu.!rt· WI'IC sei;wu U~ IIlIlf'h a~ II thou::mnd pair of mules aud five hundred camels 
('ouid well carry away (Vide Plut. fifrl'h . p. ,24). T1Htt the name of ~crsepolis was given 
thi& placc hy the Cheeks, is un(lllcstionulol(·. CurtlU'I i~ guilty of a gross error (lib. 5, c. 7. 9.) 
ill 5a~'ing, that' till! {'it,. of Per!K>polis was hO far from being rebuilt, that unlest the river 

Arau's ran near it. there arc nnt left the It'ast signs to ~UCS5 where it ~tood: &c. Yet,neither 
Atrian nOT 5traho, nor cven Dio(hrus, whom CUttlUII commonly copies. acquainl¥ us with tbe 
burning of any th1ll1;: but tilt' tnyal palace.' 

Stra\)o ac('urds wilh Arria" in IIi8 account of the destruction of Persepo\i, (except that he 
mentions nothing of ThaiS). The story of thi$ eoortezan persuading Alexander to burn the 
palace, is from Clitarchu5. - Atlu:nfEIi$, lib, 1$. c:. 5. 
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Magi, set tire to the temples of Greece, on the principle th<lt the 
universe was the 'J't.·mple of the Gods, who refluired not to Iw 
confined within walls (De Leg. I. 2. and 10.) But though this 
might have been done in the career of his expeditioll agaillst a 
distant .cOUll try, tIle labours of hi.\'i predccl:'ssol's might ill tlH' 
mean time have been untouched at hOIlW, 

The period hetween Xcrx{'s and Alexander, heing 130 years, 
has been thought too 3hort for such a work a,',,, the edifices, stlbter
rauean passagp:-;, tombs, &c. of Pcrsepolis; but if these were the 
work of the {'aptive Egyptians ~ent t,)Ver by Cambyses, the difficulty 
vanishes, aIHI there is thell a.mple tirne for the whole to have been 
completed fit the time of the Macedonian conquest of Persia,'i.I 

The final rltin and desertion of' Persepolis is said not to have 
hal'pC'ued till so I'lte as the yea.r ~8Q of the L:hristian er~r 37Q 

of' the Hejira, in the time of SlJlueareh ud Dowla, the unworthy 
son of a virtuuus and vktorious fhther. Its de~olatjoH is now 
complete. 

At Hoon I quitted the ruins of Persepolis., 'with mingled feel
ings of satisfaction and regret. We now went ~outh-west over the 
plain, on our way to ZcngllOor, which wa:,: saiJ to he five fursucks 
off, inteuding to reach there to-night, and make a short stage tu 
Shiraz to-morrow. Tile ('onstant impediment of cana]:-;, and 
their dry beds, occasioned us to wander ahout for a long time, anti 
EI Assr was passed before we gained the village of' Kenarry. Hen:' 
we found that the usual road had been closed up by culture 
ex.tending acrps..o;; it, and the ground was now covered with Vi.!J"

dure. We tUNled therefore for Kooshk, and were so impeded 
here, that we dHf not reach it till near lunset, our horses and our
selves being quite knocked up. As neither shelter nor corn was 
to be hac! at this piltce, we Wf'nt north-west ahout a fursuck, and 
found both, in a walled village called Dehbid, where we halted . 

• See the M~moircs de 1'J\cad\;mie Royale dell In6Criptionll et Belle!; Lettrell; Mcmoire 
sur Persepoli" pax Ie Comte CaylulI; De la Croix.', Critical F:xamioation of the Life of Alex
ander; and the Dabistan, translated from the Peniotn. 
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OCT. 24th.-We left Dchhid two hpurs before daylight, as 
we had a lon~ stage to perform; but from the illtersedion of the 
roads by dry beds of canals, we wantlered cun~iderably from a 
straight ('ourse, and our progress was proportiuHably retarded. 
When the day broke, we crossed the Bund Ameer by a lofty hut 
now nearl), ruined bridge. The river's hed wa:; deep. the sll'eam 

rapid, awl flowillg to the south-east through the plain. This wa."i 

{'ailed, by the natives. Pola Khall. The Bumi Amcer was the 
Araxes of the 3I1Cit'lItS, though not that which led into the Caspian 
Sea, as this goes into the Persian Gulph. It was formerly within 
the city of Persepolis. 

In little more than an hour, passing over a fine smalJ plain 
covered with fh}('ks and tents, we came to the large village of 
Zerraghoon, ~eatec.l at the fi.)ot of a steel' IlIa~s of rock, with 
thatched houses and sloping roofS. \\'e halted at a (~aravansel'a 

here, for two hour..., to rC'post', and set out again about noon; after 
.which we got into a rugged country of bare hill~ alld uninterest
ing aspect, 

About four o'clock we came tu a small place called Rader 
Khoneh, where a fine Hew caravansera was building at the foot 
of a steep hilL In au hour mure, passing over rugged roads, we 
drank at the smaU- .stream of Ruknuhad, so celehrated by Hafiz 
and Sir William Jones, whj(·h furuishes the best water to Shiraz i 
and in another hour we came in sight of the city itself: 

The first approach to Shira? is interesting, as the view is 
sudden; and the town appears to hurst ou the .f.ruveHer from 
a fine plain below, partly seen through a romatic opening of 
the hill,. 

We descended here through a formerly fortified pass, {'aUed 
' Tenga Allah Ackbar: ·After this, we passed through a fine old 
gate, which has been drawn by Le Brun, and from which is a 
very beautiful view of the great road to Shiraz: this gate is now 
in ruins, Going along a broad road. we had on our right the 
new gardens and palace of the Shah ZaM, and the Takh t-e-
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Rudjer, another royal seat; and on our left the Bagh-e-Vakeel, 
Hafizeea, Dervishes, gardens, &c.-forming altogetller a beautiful 
prospect. Further 011, we passed the fine tomb of Shah Amccr 
HamLD, son of the hnaum Moosa; and crossing a bridge over the 
dry bed of' a river, we entered Shiraz before dark. We were 
detained inside the gateway, and strict enquiries were made 
whether I wus a Moslem or not. It was at lcngth concluded 
dIat I was a Chaousll, or Reis el Zuwar, a chief of pilgrims, 
which was sufficient to ensure safety and resrcct. 

I went straight from hence to the house of Jaffier Ali Khau, 
an Indian nobleman, to whom I had letters j but the :;ervant~; rc· 
presenting me to their master, who was info;ide, as an Arab Sheikh, 
he did not know my real condition; and a."i it was HOW latc, we 
were desired to can to-morrow. We accordingly ' ... ·cnt, and foulitl 
a good room in the Caravansera Hindoo, where all the l!ldialll-o 
who arc not Moslems generaJly put up at Shiraz. 



n 

CHAPTER XVIII. 

TAY AT SHIRAZ, .AND VI TT TO THE PRIN IP.AL I'LACES OF 

THAT CITY. 

OCT. 25th.-At an early hour this morning, I received a visit 
at the caravansera from the Prince Jaffier Ali Khan, who invited 
u to take up our quarters at his hou e, in one of the best parts 
of hiraz. Thi being accepted, I repaired with him to the Ha
m~m-e-Vakeel, which was the finest bath I had yet seen in Persia. 
It resembled gener 11y that at Kermanshah, but was much larger, 
and more ornamented. During our conversation here, I heard a 
Mohammedan d cribing to hi friend, that Friday was set aside as 
a day of public pray r by Mohammed, because Christ, the Roah ' 
Vllah, or oul of God, was crucified on that day; and this, it ap
pear, is the tradition received by many. The same individual also 



SIllRAZ. 289 

said that the Per ians stained their beard , as a pecuiiar mark f 
• 

th~ir being Sheeah ; for tlft>ugh Imam Ali did not tain his, y t 
one of his immediate descendant did,-and this, he thought, wa 
a sufficient precedent for the u e of this as a distinguishing mark 
from the Soonnees, who do not generally follow this practice. 

After the bath, we were conducted to the house of Jaflier Ali 
Khan, by a train of servants who had been ent to attend us; and 

. on our arrival there a separate portion of his residence was appr -
priated to our own use, with accommodati n for our hor e , and 
a small private garden for retirement and repose. W all br ak
fasted together after the manner of the country, and pas ed the 
whole of the day in agreeable conversation on subjects conneded 
with Persia. In the evening we were visited by three of Jaffier's 
particular friend, who, he ,aid, were among the few of the 01d and 
respectable members of the community that remained in Shiraz, 
where, as throughout all Persia, the general corruption of the 

• government has led to the ~levatior1 of the lowest characters to 
. the high st office of the tate, and the consequent oppression 
and per ecution of he head of all the older and more respect
able families. 

After upper, chess followed, at which the" greater number of 
the party played skilfully; and dUT'ing the game, the conversation 
turned on a late affair which had excited c()n~iderable attention 
at hiraz. A ca.ptain in the English navy, and a Civilian of 
the East India Company's service, who had come up from Bushire 
on a visit to Shiraz, were lodged in on of the villas and gardens 
of the Governor during their stay here; when, one evening, some 
young per 011S of distinction belonging to the Persian court, having' 
drunk deeply, we~ t there at a late hour to ask for more wine. 
The request wa refused, and very) warm language passed on both 
sides. On the following morning, however,. the Persian, ensible 
of their fault, went in .a·body to ask pardon of the English gentle
men. A reconciliation was soon brought about; and the principal 
offender advanced to embrace the young civilian, and ki~ his. fore-

fl 1") 
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head, after the llersian fashion. The Engli~hman bemg Ignorant, 

however, of this l'ustom of the country, took this familiarity for an 
intended violation of his person, aud be('arne more angry than be
fore. It was therefore reprpsented to the Pl'iHCe, ,,,ho was then the 
Governor of Shi raz, that these young Persian courtiers had a second 
time come in a body to insult the English guests. The Prince, 
without fartllCf enquiry, and upon this mere representation, gave 
up the offenders, though all of tht"m were young mpn higll in liis 
service, to he punj~hed with death, or such other tortures as the 
English gentit'men might at their discretion ('ommand. They were 
even brought into the public place of execution, in pursuance of 
this r-.entencC',-wl'rc then' strippl'u, til·d up, anu rods prepared for 
flogging thelll ; "hen, at til(> moment of the punishment heing (l hout 
to ('omm{'lU'(', tl1<'y were f(,leased by order of the naval captain and 
his young fri end, who expressed themselves perfcctly satisfied with 
this measure of justice, without pro(,eeding further. The Pcrsian.~, 
however, kno'win~ that the \\~hole affair originated in a mi.sconcep
tioll, from ignorance of their manners, were very indignant at the 
punishment having proceeded so tar. 

Ol"r. !lGth.-llcing: attended hy a servallt of Jaffier Ali as a 
~u\{h') we went out, to-day to see some of the principal places in 
the town, and paid our fir&t vii-.it to the MUlSjid-No, an old 
mosque, now so much ruined, as to be scarcely more than a spa
dOll !:' 8quare·court, with fountains, benches for praying on, &c, 
'Ve next W('nt to the Musjid JUlIlah, the most ancient perfect 
lllOMluC in the city, being upwards of eight hundred years old,
There was, howevt'r, a square building in the court before it, fast 
going to ruins: the columns had diamond-cut pedestals in the 
Indian fashion, fluted shafts, and Arabic {'api~1.ls; the whole of 
these wcre of marble, amI of better proportion~ than usual, 
approaching neatly to the Doric in the relation between the dia-

• The memory or Alta D~g Saad 15 to thi~ tlay held til gle.lt rcsp(.<ct at Shu".Iz. He Illr. 
rountleli that city hy n waH. and built the Musjld Jumah, or chief mosque, which It ill 
Tcmdinl - H •• t . IIf J't rll<l, vol. i, p, 388, 
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meter and height. A pedestal of an inverted lot us flower, fully 
opened, was shown ~s here, standing hy it."ielf, and exactly like 
the pedestals of the columns at l'ersepoli~, from whi('h it ""as no 
doubt brought; a~ tilt .. ' ruins of that city or temple arc said to have 
been employed in the ,!,tructul't' of Shirat:, whidl was fOllnded in 
til(' seventy-sixth year of' thc J I(~jira undcr th(' 0111 miadcs.. ] II 
the mosqu e itself is' a tiue old lliehc for prayer, with urich 
ptlinted arch Over it, and the words ' Bismillah-el-ltakluHan
cl-Uab.heem,· &c. written around it ill Cufi.' eharacters, ill high 
relie f'. TIl(' decorations of' thi :-. ar('h al'c exuherant, hilt they art' 
all \,,'ell-dispoocd: the ~roulld-work j .. formed of clusters of grapeb 
aJlu vin €' 1c;:lVf'~.-a very ::.illgular combination for a Mohammedan 
sanctuary ; and over the COllca\'c part of the roof i.;: a large stem 
diilpuscd into three brandle!;, with a full-blown lily at the end 
of the central one, ano a half blown one at the end of tht- other 
two. A wooden flight of ~t<.·ps leads to a pulpit near, which is 
equally old; and over it, amollg thl"full-t:arvetl work of thf;! back 
part, is th~ confe~sioll of faith, ' La J Ilah ul Vllall, oua Mohammed 
el ltoo~ool VlIah.' The conquest of P ersia by Tamerlulle was 
celebrated ill this 11I()~<Jue; UIIU though at prt·:-.ent in a very ruined 
and imperfect state, it was IOllg the first ill ;;hirat:. The whole 
wears an appearuucc of lllm;h greater alltiquity than the Mo
hammedan era .. 

From hence we went to the Mu~id Wakeel, which is the mo.\<! t 
moderu, ami reckoned to be the hebt mosque in Shiraz. I twas 
begun by Kcrim Khan, but was never completely finished, and 
it still remains in an incomplete state. Its entrance faces a 
broad way, which connects it with the great square, leading 
to the Ark, or Citadel, and the Prim.'c·s residence; so that its 
situation is imposing. Within the gate of' entrancc is a large 
square court, with piazzas ar~und it, and a long .reservoir of water 
in the centre. It was now filled with soldiers preparing to 
appear before the Prince, and with men in every stage of decre
pitude, halt, blind, and lame, preparing to ask alms. The mosque 

2 " 2 
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within i~ one largE' hall, unusually low, and its roof formed of a 
succession of vaultt>d coves. The points nf these are supported 
by marble ('olumns, of which there are four rows of twelve each. 
These are without peuE'stals, and the shaft and capital of each 
is one pictc of white marble. The shafts are spirally fluted, 
though bl~ginnillg amI ('Il(ling in a straight lint': the capital swells 
upward like an inH.'rtt'd hell: and between two a~tragals, at the 
top and bottom of tIll' (.'apital, are arranged perpendicular leaves, 
like thOioiC of a sprt'adiH~ palm, sculptured in relief. TIH're is here 
a flight of !o.tcps going up to thE' oratory of the priest:-,; the whole 
flight' being fornwu of olle ('ntire block of Tabrcez marh)!', finely 
wrought and lwautif'ully polisheu. Som(' parts of the roof or 
ceiling. and the ,\all about the nieht' of pray<'r. huve been tiled, 
but the rest rt'maim; hare ; ami while the s('ulptured marbl(> slabs 
of th(> surbasement of the outer court app«:>ar as frt'NIJ aN if finished 
yc::.l<.·rday, the coloured tiling of tht' archt's ahove is already falling 
to deeay, amI IlO T(~pair.., an' even spoken of' as illtellded. Though 
this is considered to be the mOl-.t beautiful 1llo's(lue at Shiraz, 
it is not to be compared with either of' the principal ones at 
Ispahan. 

After quitting this, we went to the Shah Cheragh, the tomb 
of one of the SOilS of Imam Moosa, - Shah being a name given 
to }'akccrs and Dervishes, or holy per&ons djstjn~uished for their 
piety or their wisdom, as weB as to kings. In the centre of this 
place is a Im·ge ami lofty edific'(> covered by a dome, a fine tomb 
of wrougllt silver ill open work, like the tomb in Henry the 
S<>venth's Chapel at \Vestmin!:.ter Abbey, with folding-doors; the 
bars of silver used in this grating work being an inch in circum
ference. Around the tomb arc tahlet.. ... covered with fine Arabic 
writing; and on the tomb it...,elf are offerings of ~iher vessels, 
with a highly embellished ('opy of the Koran. We each ki.sed 
the corners of this with great devotion; the omission of which 
mark of respect would have been dangerous. The carpets around 
this tomb were painted; and rich gilding was used on the ceiling 
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of the roofs and the wan~. Thi~ place T('('ei)'ed a cOll~tant Sl1 C-
• 

cession of' visitor~, each of wholll generally left a small :,um with 
the Moollah at the door, who wa:-; t'mplo)'t'd, wht'll we pa~sf>d 

him, in writillg Arabic sentences ou handkerchief:" of white ('ottOB 

for sa)£'. As I wore the Arah drt·ss, ] was saluted a~ a Hadjec. or 
Pilgrim, and paid much greater rf>~p(,ct than ] l'Xpe{'tt'u, con· 
siderillg tlw hatred which the P('r~ian s generally bear to the :-;ect 
of' the Soomwes and all its UUheff'nb. 

The Bazaar-f'l-Wakeel was tlw part of Shiraz that we next 
visitf'u. This is long, large, and 10ft) , ill tIlt., st)h' of tllt.> hest 

hazaafr.; at IspahaJl, amI is <}Uitl~ equill to allY of them. It was 
now filled with shops, all cxc(~I1t'ntly fUfIli~hed. SOliI(' of tll(' 
~mal1('r b(]zllars have a rais~>d caus(~way or paveJllt"nt of tia:?-stolw~ 

Oll each side, and ill the ct'lItrc a d('f'p space for c<ll1lcl:-; 01' heasts 
of hurthen. The deal<~r:-; t'xpOSt' their Wilf(~S on hig-h lWllches, 
wlwre also si t tlw Sf'raf ... or mollt·y-(·han~er~, with tlwir strong 
chC'sts of silveT and {:opper coins fOT changing' 011 (·Ollllllis:-.ioll. ' 

The Bazaar-No, OT Ne~ Bazaar, is lIot yl't (·olllpll'tl'(l. It is 

inferior only to the 3azaar-el- 'VakepI, Hnd i~ di~ti n~ui!-.IH.'d hy the 
most fantastit, paintillg!'. of hattlt'~, &c. All the 1I1oH~ter~ of the 
fahulou~ ages arc ht're realized, and draw. <'1'0"'(.1:-; of gazers. 
Nadir Shah, Shah Abbas. amI ]lutleh Ali Shah, haye their por
traits among them--either eng-aged in war. or lwhohlillg barha
rous executions. The loves of Shirine and Fcrhad are uepicted 
in other eompartments, and the variety is without enu. This i& 
not yet complete. 

The Kai~er('ah-Konf'h-Khan, which was once Ol1t· of the largest 
and oldest caravanseras in Shiraz, is now entirely in ruins, exhi
biting only a larA? octagonal frame-work to show what the edifice 
once was, the inner spare being HOW huilt upon hy smnJJer houses. 
When perfect, however, it must have been a very flue edifice. 

In passing homeward. we went by the Ark, or Citadel,-a 
large squar{~ enclosure of high walls, with round towers at each 
end; and. surrounded hy a ditdl. Near this is the great ",)uare, 



2!'4 SIIlUAZ 

in whi('h the public ('xerutioll~ tuke place; ~lld at the arched en
trance, nppositl' to the p:rcat mosqlle of the Wllkce), we were 
shown thp WOOU('n piw~ at whic-h men art.' sU!:lpended hy the heels 
'when tht·y arc Leht'IHIed, amI thelt cut dow)} in halves like a 
she(·p hy the kllift, of the hutcher. J" rc~f.th hJood was h ere shown 
II ~ upon the "all ; and '\t' wel"{, takt.·n into a pribon, where several 
men lay in ('haiJl ~ tt}T l' x('(' \ltioll 0 11 the following morning. 

O('T. ~7th.-'Ve extclIded our excursion to plnces without tne 
wall ~ of the town to.day, und, ~till having 01)( ' of till' Khan's ser
vantl:', for it guidl', Wt' went out of the northern gate of the town 
by a wide road, and, after ahout a ll1il c'~ ride, came to the garden 
and royal ~{'ut ntlkd Takht-e-Kudjur, (lr thron(' of the Kudjur. 
011 an clIlillt'lICt' of rod., at the foot of the mountain, is built a 
IWilt pl(,fl!-tllre-holl!-tt', \\hid. ('OInJtHWU ... a fin e view of the pl;lin, Ilnd 
the tOWll of ~hiraz hearing dirt,t·tl)· ~(luth of it. The interior de
coratiom, of' the t'hi t'f apartmt'nt~ are rich and varied, and consist 
'of pClilltin~ illld gildill~ in fJlc Persian sty It'. There art' smaller 
aparttHl'nb adjoining ~ an u]lt'll pav('u ('(Jurt with a fountain 
hdlintl: lItHl a fin e large g <1 l'(it'll ill front, thit'kly ('overed with 
tret'~, ;tm(Jll~ whh.:h the C' ) pr('~s h. pr<.'dollliIJant . III the ccntre of 
thi .... \\ a .. a plan' ca.Bed Konla Frc.lJlgi, or I"rank 'r-; hat, from a re
l'.elllhlU1H·(' to it in bhape. It ~tuod ill tlw middle of a large piece 
of wetter, aJUI !:ICTVt' U U1'> the elevat.ed sta~(' of a f(Hlnt.1ill. This 
plilt'c was huilt hy A~a Mohammt.'d Khan, tilt' (-'ulilich King, and 
firbt of the Kutljur:-, ... ",110 a:-,cl~JHll'd tilt.' throne-from wheuce it 
dt.'Ti\'Ch it~ B a lne. oJ. 

From Ilt'nce, aLwut half a mile ea8twaru, we came to a new 
garden and palace, now building by the Shah Zade, and called 
llagh-No. III the way, wc saw on our Jeft, high 0 11 the mountain 

• Th~ T,lkl.t·c-KudJur, al Shu:a, was bUllt by the Ilrc~('nt famIl y of PenHI. Otl the l Ite of 
hUC ~411 cd 1'"kllt KarraJ.Jh, bUi lt by tllc Mth Al1a- l3cg. the foundcr also of a colle!;c thcre._ 
Ih/. oJ l)l'nta, \ . I. p. 386. 

Th~ TurkIsh tribe of KudJur wCle blOu!;ht from Syna to llcr.m by Timoor.-lhlfl. v. II. 

1,· 12S 
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brow, the tomb of Sheikh Baha Bund Haz, who was a I)(>rsian 
• 

poet; and a little below it another, with gardens, of Sheikh Ali 
Baba, also a poet: hut heing unbelievt.~rs, or philosophers, their 
works are disregarded and scarce. The Uagh-No, or new gar
den, promises to he '\I"ry fine when completed. After passing an 
outer building in the ('(-"utre of its "iouth-west front. ill whj(~h arc 
upper and lowe-r roOJOs for servants Of visitors, it opens 011 an ex
timsive and heautiful ~arden, now fillt'd with fruit-trecs ami fiow
err-; in full hloOln. III the c(>ntre of this, a douhle walk, with 11 

canal hetween each, of not less than (Inc thousand feet long, lead~ 
up to the principal edifice. As tIl(! ~I'ound ri:-;cs ht>re 011 a gentle 
ascent, there are about twenty high steps, with little cascades pass
ing from one to tht~ other, the marble ueing cut like the ~cah>;. of 
fish, to improve the (-fleet of the watt'rfull; and small pillars ilre 
placed through all the lcngtll of the canal, with holes in dlCm for 
water-gpouts to issue from. At the end of this w .. tlk i ... a fin~ piece 
of water, of un octagonal fOrJ,ll, o('cuj)ying nearly the whole spac; 
in front of the palace, and seatpd on an clevatf'u pavement, in the 
centre of whit'll it stands . . As this was BOW full to the brim, it 
formed a beautiful sheet of water, and reHected the whole of the 
building, as in the clearest mirror. The pal$lce is Ileat, without 
being so gorgeously magnificent as thOfiC at 1spahan ; aud its in
teri~r decorations are nearly in the same style, though of inferior 
execution. The portraits of Futteh Ali Shah and his several 
sons hold a distinguished place here. Many of the great men of 
the court have their portraits also preserved if) this place. In 
one compartment of a large painting, the present King of Persia 
is represented in a battle with the )l,m;sians, over whom he is of 
course victorious. The Russian troops are drt.'sseu in reu, in the 
Eur~pean fashion, "nd marshalled in clOlSC ranks; while the Per
s.ians are in the utmost disorder, which is characteristic of the 
custom of each nation. In the chief compartment of the centre, 
the King is seated on a rich throne, surrounded by hil-l great men, 
and is receiving a present from an European ambassador, followed 



296 SHlRAZ. 

by his suite. Tllt'se aT(' known ('hiefly h) their blue eyes and yel
low hair; hut their urf'l'-st'/"i art' hO odtily portrayed, that it is not 
easy to determine for the p(·oplc of \\ hat Frallk nation they were 
intendL'd. Thpl'e art> two ('oluJIIW'; supporting the open part of 
thi~ principal hall, of the same l'ityle as those in the palaces at Is
l)ahaJl, and, like them, cased with mirrors ill a fau('Y frame-work; 
but the ('olumns are ill llluch better proportiollb, being of greater 
diameter ('ompared to their height, though still more !o.lender thaH 

the Corinthian Of the Compo~ite. The apartments for the females 
ill thi~ palace arc nhoHc!, amI arc much the lo.anl(' a!J we had SCCII 
in other Pen.ian edifices of state, The Hugh-No is close to the 
left of the road It'ading to Ispahau, and about half a mile to the 
north-east of th" town. 

Almost oppo&ite to this, on the north of the road, and Il'ss than 
a furlong di~tant, i.':. another large garden, formerly called the Bagh
.e-Vakec1, from its having Dcen huilt hy Kurrccm Khan, but now 
l'alIed Bagh Jehan ~l·wah. '1'0 thi~ we next directed our step.':., 
lellvi1lg 011 our I{·ft. at ~()me distancol', the 'J\>ng-t'-Allah-Acklnll'. 
Thil-. gal'dl'll i~ !::.1llall<-'r tha1l the former, hut abo ha!<' a house over 
the front gate, with MHll{' m'at and ridtly decorated apartments, 
and its <'hier building within. This ial-.t, lww{'vt:'r, is in the centre 
of the garden, \\ ith walks leauillg from it in scv~ral dir(,(,tions. It 
is of all octagonal form, aIHI its roolll:-' are v<-'ry small, <I.,,", if intended 
for an arbour, or pla<-'c of temporary J'(,tiJ'clIlt'nt 0111)'. In its ori
ginall:o>tatc, it wa,> richly adol'1lcd, amI til{' surbasclIlcnt of the in
terior i.<:, of T.lbn'('z marhlt\ lillely polished; hut it is &uffered to 
faU iuto dc!'ay, bcing l'lItirciy nq,{lectpu,--.so much is it the fashion 
here ~o ahandon old cstablh .. hnlC'lIts to their ruin, and then to lavish 
great expense in rt·ariug new on<-'s. The cypresses of Shiraz are 
among the lm'gcht I remember to have .seen any wllere, exrept at 
Smyrna, and in the valley between Mardin and Diarbekr, in both 
of w~ich place.s they are taller and fuller. Tl)ese are, however, 
very beautiful, and from their number and regularity give great 
lIobleness of appearance to the place. It was this garden which 
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was given to the nav~l captain and the young IndioH .civilian by 
the Shah Zade, and it was"'ere that the quarrel- and misumlel'_ 
standing already described arose. 

The tomh of Hafiz is within a few yards of this, t.o the south, 
and nearer the town ; hut we left this for our route of return . 

Ilrom the Bagh-e-Vakeel we went to the Chehel-ten, a garden 
in which forty Dervishes are buried; and their plain graves, with
o'O.t a stone or an inscription, are !'ihown there, arranged along the 
south-eastern wall, in u double row of twenty each. In another 
corner is a very old tom h of Khaloo Shea:.h Saudi, or the brothel' 
of the poct Saadi's mother, who must have been buried nearly six 
hundred years; and it wa.'\ for his sake, he being a Dervish, that 
this place is said to have heen built. The small tomb erected over 
him is nearly in the form and size of an ordinary coffin, and is very 
old:. the in~criptions arc in Arabic; hut from thei r age, and the 
confused manner in whieh they arc written, the words l.~ing run 
into and interlaced with ~ach other, 'they arc very difficult to bt' 
read. There are apartments hrre for Dervishes, of whom we 
found several t.·n.ioying .their shelter: they plucked us flowers 
from around the t.omb of the saint, and furni shed us with a nar
geel, while a metaphysical conversation was sl,1pported with great 
warmth between them and my Dervish, Ismael, whose superior 
learning and eloquence they all acknowledged. 

. Close by this, a little to the north-east, is a similar establish
ment, called the Haft-tell, or eight bodies, to which we next went. 
The garden of this is finer than the former, and has fountains of 
water and large cypresses. On the left, and facing a second gar
den, is a small but fine edifice, of ancient date, apart from the 
dwellings of the Dervishes, and once carefully adorned, but now 
falling to decay. In the open front of the ""ntral apartment, 
are two pillars, of the Arabic kind, i. e. with Arabie capitals; the 
Ihafts phin, and without pedestals, each being in one piece of 
white marble. Like the columns we had seen in the eourt of the 
~ld mosque of J umah, these were in as fair proportions as t£e 

2 Q 
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Doric, the order to which they approached nearest, in that respect. 
It is here that the Patriarchs are int...,Juced,-Abraham offering 
up his son Isaat', and Moses feeding Jethro's flock. In one com· 
partment, an old white-bearded man i~ represented, below a 
window, addressing a fair and gaily-dressetl lad)' in a balcony 
above. Thi:s is said to be a certain Sheikh Semaan, of whom the 
story says, that he lovf'd an Armenian lady, who forced him to 
change his religion, drink winc, eat pork, and drive swine; aItd 
then laughed at him for his pains. In opposite compartments, at 
each end of the room, the poets Saudi and Hafiz are represented 
in full-length figures, said to be portraits. Both of them wcar 
the Dervish's cap, surrounded by a green turban, and are white 
bearded. ThesE' portraits are better executed, on the whole, than 
any of the other pictures. 

In front of this open apartment is a neat little garden, :with 
cypresses and a laTge spreading fir-tree. In this, the eight bodies 
of the Dervishes. first buried here, have their grave~ in a line to
gether: their tombs arc formed of plain cases of smooth marble, 
without inscription or date. Many other Dervishes are buried 
both here and at the ehehel-ten; but it is said to be only those 
who are distinguishpd from their fellows by superior piety, or su
perior understanding, who are granted that honour. 

Above these abodes of Dervishes, in the mountains on the left 
of Teng-e-Allah-Ackhar, and north-east of this, are other smaller 
dwellings of the same people; and on the summit of the mountain 
is the tomb of Haba Koue, an old Dervish and philosopher, whose 
verses and sayings jn Persian were after his death collected, and 
are still extant under his name. At the small building on the 
right -of the rocky pass of Teng-e-Allah-Ackbar is kept a copy of 
the Koran, said to be the largest in being, and wl'itten by Imam 
Zain-<!l-Abadin, the son of Imam Ali; but as the person who 
had the custody of this large book lived in town, and we could 
not see it without much difficulty, we did not go to the place 
where it is kept. 
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From hence we went south-easterly, towards the tomb of Sandi, 
whieh is distant from "'this qearlya mile. In our road, when about 
half-way, we turned up on the left, towards th~ mountain, along 
whose foot our path lay, to see a deep gutter and a small arched 
passage, through which a child might barely walk, cut through a 
neck of rock, and called by the natives Gaowary-e-Deer, or cradlt> 
of the demons, from a belief that it was the work of genii, and 
tlteir nightly plaee of repose. 

From hence, going for a quarter of an hour on the same course, 
we came to a large garden, called Dil-\-gushah, or 'the heart
opener.'· It might have once been worthy of admiration, but 
it was now in a state of great ruin. It had between two walks a 
central canal of water, with little falls, like the Prince's garden 
before described, and an open building in the centre, remarkable 
chiefly for a mixture in its construction of the pointed and the 
very tlat arch, but containing nothing else worthy of notice. 

From hence to the tomb of S""di the road tur"ed to the" 
north·.,ast, and went along by the side of the highway, leading to 
Yezd, Kerman, &c. the distance heing less than half a mile. 
We found here a poor brick building, formed of three large re
ce~es, or vaulted apartments, open on one side, and a small gar
den, in bad order, in front. The central recess had once been 
ornamented,-though the one 011 the right of it, when looking 
towards the garden, was quite plain--and the one on the left 
contained the tomb of the philosopher and poet whose name it 
bears. This was simply a case of marble, of the size and fcnm of 
a common coffin, with little raised posts at the upper corners. 
The covering of it was entirely gone, leaving only the two sides 
and the two ends, and the outer one of the fonner had a large 
hole wantonly irroken through it. The inscriptions were in 
Arabic and Cufic, and the letters of each in relief, bu t in so old 

• Whep Nadir Shah el.camped at Shinu, Hadjee Huhem, the governor of the city at 
that period, rave him an entertainment in thi. garden, 'near the lO'.llb of Saadi.-Hut. fI( 

Per,,,,, vol. ii. p. 17G. 
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a style, and so much run into each other, as to be difficult to 
read. The date of his interment was however more easily made 
out, and was in the year of the Hejira 6tH, or 540 years since: 
this being tIle year of Islam 1231. The tomb wa~ reared over 
his grave at the time of the poet's death, and he was buried on 
the spot where he had himself pass,>d all the latter part of his 
life. He was said to be one hundred and twenty years old; the 
first thirty of whil'h were consumed in study at Shiraz; the next 
sixty were employffi in travelling over India, and the countries ea~t 
of this, in the character of a Dervish, and always on foot; {"ud 
the last thirty he pa<;xeu in retirement in this valley, hemmed 
in by lofty and bare hills, citlH'l' writing his odes, or givillg lec
tures to his disciples ill philosophy. The pres<.'nt building and 
enclosure wu:s: a work of Inter date than the tomb; but we could 
Bot learn by whom it wru; constructed. The pointed and tlat 
arches are here also mixed in th£' same work, and the walb are 
covered with verses amI. illscl'iptions of native vh.itors. Th,· place 
bears nearly east-north.past fro))) Shiraz, and is distant from it 
about a mile and a half. 

From the tumb of Saadi W£' wcnt hack hy the same road to that 
of Hafiz, which is «;listant nearly a mile. Hert! also is a square 
enclosure, surrounded by a brick wall, but of greater extent; and 
the space is filled by a burying.gl'ound on one side, and a gardt·n on 
the other, divided by a building running acrosf., the whole breadth, 
in the centre of the square. In the burying-ground, into which 
the door of our ('ntr.aHce leu, were at least a hundred graves and 
tombs, and that of Hafiz wal'; scarcely to be distinguished at a 
distance from the rest., though it stands nearly in the cen
tre of them all It i~ formed of an oblong case of marble, twelve 
spans in length, hy four in breadth, and about the samf' in depth, 
standing on a basement of stone elevated about a foot from the 
ground, and projecting a foot each way beyond its lower dimen!' 
sions. The sides and ends of this case are perfectly plain, and 
the marble is marked by slightly w.aving veins running horizon-



TOMB OF II A I'IZ. 301 

tally along the slabs in close ordcr, changing the general colour of 
white by its variatio"n of shades to a cloud} yellowlle.s.s. Tht~ 
upper slah, which is laid flat on tllt~st" sides allu ('nd~ is free fronI 
such veins, and may be callt'd perfectly whitt>. Aroulld its edges 
is a small rope moulding, neatly cut; and the body of tl)(' interior 
(·ontains the Ode of Hafiz, in the letter Sheen, beautifully ext'
cutetl in high relief; the ll~tters lar~e, and uf tht' fhH'!:>t pos!:>ihle 
fOrms. This ode occupies the whole facl~ of the :-;t01H:~, except 
just leavin~ room for a sman horder round it; and tl1i1o. border is 
formed hy a slIcC"essioll of certain !'.cutt'nel'S and sayings of the 
poet, in separate compartments, goill~ all around the edge of the 
tomh. The marhle is ~aid to be that of' Tahree:t., whith is in 
general de~l'ribed to be formcd of a ('omhinatioll of li~h t grt'cn 
colours, with here ,md there veins of red, ami sometiml's of blul' ; 
but in thi.s instance the upper stOlll' is pcrft-<.:tly wllite, allll the 
~ides and l'nd OJl('S o))ly streaked horizull ta l1y b} a elo.'>c ~u('ces

sion of cloudy awl wHving line!'., t}l1I ~ diff( ~ rillg from any other of 
the Tabreez marbles that I had clSl'whcf(> :-.ecll. 

Like the tmnh of Saadi, that of Hafiz wa!'. ~aid to have been 
placl'd on the spot which he frequ(,lIted whell alin': alili his gr,1\'e, 
it is belit·vt'u, stand!. at the foot of a l·ypn'ss plantt'u by his own 
hands. It i!'. only ~ix llHmths !'ilwe that this s~tred tree had fallen 
down, after having stood so mUlIY years; and thou~h it wa~ sawed 
off, the trunk is still (In'served above grouuo, to be shown to vi
sitors. Had such an evt"nt happened in Euglano, every fihre of 
it would have beeH preserved with as much car(~ a~ the JIltllherry 
of Shakspeare, but here it was gencra1Jy disregarded, The first 
constructor of the tomb of Hafiz was ont' of his contemporaries. 
Nadir Shah, however, on the occasion of his lwill~ at Shiraz, 
ha.ving visited It, and openpd the copy of his works, always kept 
here fot' irurpection, found a pas~age so .appli(·able to hj ~ own case, 

4-that he embellished the whole place, and restored the tomb, which 
was fast falling to decay, The present structure is, however, a 
still more recent work, and is ascribed to the munificence of Kur-
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reem Khan, not more than forty years since. The period at which 
Ham wrote is about foul' hundred and forty years ago.- The 
original copy of his works, written by his own hands, was kept 
here, chained to the tomb, until about a celltury since, when 
Asheraft; the King of the Affghans, took Ispahan, and afterwards 
Shiraz, in the reign of Shah Sultan Hussein; and the book of Hafiz 
was then taken by him to Candahar, where it is now said to be. 
A copy was brought to us, of a folio size, finely written and em
bellished, from the pen of Seid Mohammed ~li, a celebrated writer 
in the service of Kurreem Khan, who was personally known to my 
Dervish, Ismael, and who lately ended his days at the tomb of 
Imam Hoossein, at Kerbela. 

In the open central portico of the building which divides the 
burying-ground from the garden, arc some marble pillars with 
Arabic capitals, no pedestall'i, and plain shafts, each in one piece; 
their proportions being, like those already described, nearly Doric. 
The gardell beyond it has many fine cypresses alld flower-beds, 
but there are no tombs there. 

We smoked a caleoon, and conversed with some of the Der
vishes here; but we were: not suffered to depart without opening 
the Book of Hafiz, ~or an ode suited to our respective conditions. 
Ismael found one, which told him that .the sickness of his heart 
was occasioned l>y an absent lovel' for whom he pined. The one 
on which I opened, inveighed against earthly fame and glory, com
pared with the clljoyments of the present hour; and others of our 
party thought the passages found by them, on opening the book, 
equally well suited to their several cases. }'rom the time of Nadir 
Shah, no olle indeed comes here without making this trial of the 
prophetic power of the poet., by opening his book at random, and 
finding in the first page presented a passage suited to his COD

dition, and all go away pe~feetly convinced of its uneruing truth , 

"ie • Sbiraz ",a8 in its greatelt prosperity when vi.ited by Timour. -Hafiz, the pOe~. 'faa ther 
thcle. and treated with diltinction by the great conqueror.-Hi,t. of Prr.ia, 1'01. i. p.4f7. 

Timour', battle and entry into Shiraz ale delJCribed in the lame wOlk.-Vol. i. p. 46~. 
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so powerful is the influence of a well-groullded faith and previous 
persuasion. The Soofees believe that souls arrived at :such a state 
of wisdom and purity as those of Hafiz and Saadi, have a perfect 
knowledge of all that is going on in the prescnt world; and that 
they thus still take an active part in the direction of its affairs. 
My Dervish, Ismael, firmly beli"ved the hand of Hafiz to have 
directed the opening of the leaves of the book to us all ; and in
si~ted on it that the poet knew the hearts: of all present. Tra
velling Dervishes from all parts of the East corne here occasionally 
to occupy the few chambers that aTf' set apart for them; but the 
place itself, with the Book of Hafiz, and the tomh, are aU under 
the chargf" of a Moollah of Shiraz. The PeTsian~ however, do not 
come here to drink wine, and pour lihations on the tomh of 
their favourite POf't, as has been asserted by some. Those who 
drink wine in Persia, at the present day, do it more secretly ; and 
respect for Icarlling and talents is not so gCHcral, as to draw many 
visitors here on that ac('ou!lt alonE'. 

From hen(:e we went to the Jarge tomb uf Shah Mirza 
Hamza, a son of Imam Moos<'1.. It is a spat:ious edifi('e, crowned 
by a lofty dome, and stands dosE' to thE' road on the left when 
goillg towards Shiraz. The exterior is much i.njured, and falling 
fast to decay; the illterior is in somewhat better preservation. 
The tomb of the saint is enclosed in a frame-work of wood, with 
a grating of brass bars; and on it are many pious offerings of 
silver vessels, with a copy of the Koran, and many gilded tablets 
writtP.n over in Arabic.- The decorations of the roofs and wans 
are later than the construction of the edifice itself; they are 
ascribed to Kurreem Khan, who died before they were completed, 
and they have never since been (·ontinued. After seeing the 
otht'l Persian monuments of a similar kind, this has nothing 

Shah Mif',la HamzR, whOlie tomb is at Shira'l, WdS the eldC$t 80n of Sultan Mabomed. 
one of tbf.early SuWavea~lo.;ngs, and fell under the blow of an allastin named Hoodee. J\ 

barber, who Slabbed him in hiB prIVate apartment, and effected biB escape.-HIIt. of Ptr,ia, 
vol. i, P., tlil ' 
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worthy of parti('ular notiC'e; but on beholding so proud an edifice 
as this, so richly ornanwJltt><i, and ~o abundantly furnished with 
off~ring". reared over the :t5.hes of onc who had no otht'r claim to 
distill<'tioJl but that of heing the SOil ~f an Imam, who multiplied 
his spe('ics hy hundreds from his own loins, v. hile the graveo;; of 
Samli and of Hafiz are scarcely distinguished from the common 
herd, we had a striking proof of the triumph of bigotry ,lnd 
supertitition, ilmollg an ignorant and declining people, over learn
ing, genius, and fame. 

W e TPturned to Shiraz before sunset, having occupied nearly 
the whole of the day in our excursions. Eadl of the places we 
had visited was indeed of itself sufficiently interesting to have 
detained us longer, had we pos&E'ssed time to examine them sepa
rately: uut this wa.<:; not at my dispoo!.al. Our evening was passed 
in great happiness with my excellt-Ht and intelligent friend, Jaffier 
Ali Khan, and a small party of learned men whom he had in. 
'vited to sup with Uo!.. 

It was remarked by Herodotus, that among the ancient Per
sians the dishes were separately introduced, which occasioned 
them to say that tlw Grecians quittt>d their tables unsatisfied, 
having nothing to induce them to continue there; as, if they had, 
they would eat more.- It is worthy of mention that, in social 
partiE's, the ~me cURtom htm ('ontinue~ and that rarely more 
than one or two dishe& at most are laid on the table at a time, 
these beiuJI <:;uc('(>eded hy otherh wlH.'n removed. 

OCT. Q8th.-As both the arr and water of Bushire was repre
sented to be much inferior to that of Shiraz, and as I had not yet 
perfectly recovered the effects of my fever at Hamadan, it was ' 
recommended to me to dispatch a messenger to the English Re
sident at Bu&hire, to know at what time it would be n~essary to 
be there for the first vessels that were to sail, in order that J might 
projppg my stay here, rather than in the hot ,lind saddy plain of -

"'Herod. Clio, ISS. 
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Bushire. I accordingly wrote such a letter, intending to go on 
as far as Shapoor, abo'ut midway, and then meet the messenger, 
who would hriug his answer to Kauzel'oon. 

Wheu this duty was perMrmcd, we went out to see such other 
principal tombs in the town as we had not yet visited. The first 
of these was that of Seid Ala-ul-Din, son of Imam Moosa. This 
building is cquaHy spacious and lofty with that of Shah Ameer 
Hamza, is ill much finer preservation, and the decorations are 
infinitely superior. The tomb itself is nearly of the same kind, 
enclosed within a large frame, lik<.> a sanctuary, with cage-work of 
brass, finely wrought; it is covered with silver vessels as offerings, 
and on it lies a copy of the Koran. Above is suspended a gaudy ca
nopy, and the pavement is covered by carpets of a blue gronnd, of 
the manufacture of Yezd, in which Arabic inscriptions are wrought 
around the bordcr in characters of white, well formed and dis
tinct. The surba..c;;ement of the walls is formed of slab"l vf a dark 
and clouded marhle, sometime!'. of a 'reddish kind, spcckled with' 
white. like porphyry: the columns and pilrusters at the angles, 
which are spirally tfuted" with Arabic capitals, are in excellent 
proportions, and all the stone-work i& well wrought. The deco
rations of the roof of the dome, and the walls, in which Cufic 
inscriptions arc ingeniously introduced, into flowers, &c .. are quite· 
equal in design and execution to any thing at Ispahan; and the 
celouret1. glass windows, though much Lroken and injured, art' 
surpassed in beauty by none that I remember, not pven those of 
the room in which I slept at th .. palace of Shah Abba>. The 
building itself, and its decoration$f are the finest in Shimz. It is, 
however, much neglected; though it is held to he of such sanctity, 
that poor pilgrims who cannot go to that of the Imam Hussein, 
at Kerbel., are th0ught to have sufficiently performed their duty, 
~f they come here and fO through the same ('eremonies of their 
piwimage.t We met many devotees on t.he spot. In the('lputer 
small .h.oi'entrance we n~ticed an old tomb entirely or the 
.t.o4.like· IlQrnhyry; and in front of W door a rude lion of the 

2R 
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same material, over the grave of one who had been a champion in 
the athletic e~rcises practised here, in houses set apart for that 
purpose. 

We next went to the tomb of Hadjee Seid Ghareeb, and Seid 
Mohammed Ibn Zaid Ibn Imam Hassan. This was a low build
ing, vaulted in the usual way; but its decorations on the walls 
and ceilings are more simple than we had secn before. The 
number of little silver cups, with tassels, brought as offerings, 
were here suspended at the points of the dropping ornaments in 
the concave semi..arches, and ' produced a singular effect. The 
bodies of the two saints named were contained within one frame
work of wood and brass, like the others described; and each was 
covered with offerings, and had a copy of the Koran. We ,jaw here· 
a la~ge brass candle~tick, of many brauches, the pedesta1 of ":.ltich 

~ was round and flat; but where the trunk or stem began, it was ~ 

made to rest on the back of an elephant, well wrought in brass. 
From hence we went to an octangular building. standing iso

lated in the mid.t of a large cemetery, and called Beebee Doch
terooll, the ~ghtt'r of Imam Zein-el-Abedeen i but, the door 
being closed, we did not enter it. On the grave-stones here apd 
elsewhere, we noticed the emblems of the profession or trade fol
lowed by the deceased, as was customary among the Greeks, who in 
the Iliad are represented as putting an oar to desi«nate the tomb of 
a pilot~.. Here were .swords, shields, pistol!!, an~ars for warriors; 
combs and circles for those who prayed mud!, $; it is customary 
fer devotees to lay a comb before. them on -thSground, and place 
.the forehead on it when praying: there ,,:ere also scissors and 
doth for tailors, who are not ashamed of theit profession in fer
sia. On our way hack to the town, we met five horned rams, who 
were leading fortI. for a public fig1it ·this beipg a favourite <Ii
version at Shiraz. We noti'" many bird., kept i".~es, in the, 
tradesmen's shops,--a wactice unknown in Turkey or~abia. 

'In-the afternoon we ~ent with:Jaffier Ali Khanf/lt.w.", friC"nd 
of hIS, who was a (I .. ~nt ~ :the great JengI ... lt1Uln.~. 
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Tartar conqueror. This man was now at the hcnd of at least 
twenty thousand horsemen, in Fars, who look up to him as their 
sovereign and leader. We found him superintending the laying 
out of a new garden, in whi~h he appeared to take great pleasure. 
He was a fine, robust, and warlike-looking man, of very dark com
plexion, and of features very different from Persian. He wore 
talismans on both his arms, spoke roughly. and was surrounded by 
a train of dependents. Our conversation- turned chiefly on the 
affairs of Europe, of which he was by no means ignorant. We 
were waited on by many Tartars, who spoke a harsh dialect of 
Turkish. The people attached to this chief are wandering tribes, 
living in tents, and occupying the whole of the Gurrum Seer, or 
the hot dUtri~t~ and the borders of }~ars, Khorassan, and SE::istan. 
Th~ speak Persian to others, but among themselves Turkish is 
mostly used. This leader is thought to be the richest mall in the 
whole kingdom, excepting only the sovereign, whose wealth in 
gold and jewels, hoarded at Teheran, is said to be immense. The" 
chief's treasure is also conceived to be in great part hidden in 
caves and mountains, known only to himself and hiiJ..sons; so that 
the Persian Government dares not oppress him ; indeed his faith
ful foree is a sufficient protection against ihi~. After our inter
view here, ~e accOlllpanied us to Jaflier Ali khan's house, and re
mained with us till evening prayers. Though plainly arrayed in 
his garden, he dre~6ed himself for his visit in a rich white{shawl 
cloak, and a stilr richer red shawl of Cashmere around his waist. 
and was "accompan'iM by an innumerable train of servants. 

OCT. 29th.-As the drum beat for the assembling of the Gym
nasts. or Athletes, ill !lie Zoor Khoneh, or house of strength, at an 
early hour this ~orning, W.,i. attended its call, and went there to 
witness the exercises. Tlte place was small and dark. The arena 

• WIIB a deep circle, like that in the albent amphitheatre, for fights 
of bellBts; and the seats for spectators w<:re arranged around, as 
in"th"!'~. ge""rally. Th~!eqena was a fine firm clay. 
i&.bImt twentv men were '.' bla4 'on this. each of them ,.'" ., 

21<2 
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naked, excepting only a strOllg girdle to conceal their waist, and 
thick pads at the knees. There were also ~wo little boys and a 
blark ~lave lad. At the sound of a drum and guitar, the men be
gan to exercise themselves with largt> cluhs held across their 
shoulders, moving in a measured dance: they next began to jump, 
and then stoop to the ground, as if about to bit, I;,pringing up again 
suddenly on their legb: they ne::-. t bwung one foot for a consider
able length of time, an~ then the other: after which there was 
violent jumping and uam.:illg, and afterwards a motion like swim
m.ing on the earth. by placing their breasts neal'ly to touch the 
soi~ ' then drawing their hodie ... forward, and rh.ing: again, somf' 
even in thi~ po~jtiotl heariug a lrIall ding'iJl~ 131'1t to their Joins. 
They next began to wall on their hamb., with their ~t ~n the 
ai r, falling from t]II .\o, po,>itioll hanl un th t> grounu, turning head 
over heels in the air, ami, la.\o,t of aU, wrt':-.tling \\-ith each other: 
All thete fcats were j'Jt'rtormed to mea$ured tOJl(_~b of JIIUS)C; and 
each encounter of the la!:ot d<'scription wa'J pr("(·eded. hy the recital 
of a poem, in ord~~r to encourage til(> combatant .... , which was done 
hy the master gf the place One young man, ahout twenty-five 
years old, from six feet four to six feet SIX inche::, high, with the 
most muscular, and at the same time the most beautiful form that 
J ever beheld, threw all his alltagoni':!ts.; and was indeed a~ supe-
rior to all the rc::,t in skill aud :,tn;,ngth, as he was more nobly ele
gant in hi::, form and more gra('(:ful in all lUis motiollR. .laffier 
Ali had known this champion from a )outh of five years old. 
When a lad, he was so hand~ome that all-the women of Shiraz 
who saw him were in love with him. t-Ie had constantly fre
quented the Zoor Khoneh, and his stren~h and beauty of form 
.bad improv!"l together. For myself, 1 lIe_ beheld so complete 
a model of manly beauty, and had ne~er before thought that so 
much grace and elegance eouid be given to violent movel:.llents as 
I witnessed here: it realized all the ideal strength and beauty of 
the sculptures of the Gr~s. were many strong 4itd active' 
men among the others. but compared with this. 



THE GYMNASTS. OR ATHLE'I'F..8. 

These houses of strength were once patronized by the Persian 
Government, but the' are now no longer so supported; the. people 
of the country are however much attached to the exercises, and 
attend them fully and frequently. TIn' money given by visitors 
who take no part in the exercises goes to a fUllu for the insti
tution ; and the rich and middling classes, of' whom there are 
many who enter the lists, make up the deficiency. OJl J,'ridays 
the place i~ ('rowtied with visitors, wh! give presents at their 
discretion. There are four or five of the~e hou~es at Shiraz, Illany 
more at lspahau, several at Kermanshah aHd Teheran, and indeed 
in alJ the great towns of Khorassan and Turkomania, U.!o. f.ar as 
Bokha,ra and Samarcand, according to the testimony of Ill)' Dcrvi~h, 

who 6)'''Ltle has seen them and frequented the}.', often At 
Bagdad and Moo~ul there are the same in!!ltitutions, alHl by the 
same name of Zoor Khoneh; which proves their having been 
borrowed from thi~ country, as the name is purely Pt.'} liian. At 
llaguad, about two }earb !!lince, thf'rt" carne a Pchlawan, or ('}wm
pion, named Melt·k Muliamnwu, from Ca&vi n, and at.ldr('~~ed. 

himself to the Pa...,ha. I t is the cu~t()m for these challlpious to 
go from place to J>la('c, to try tJwir ~trellgth with the vidors ~ 
champions of each; and if there be lIone at tht, place ]a1->t vi~itedt 
the governor b obli~eu to give a hundred tomaum~; but if there 
be one, and the stranger vaJlfluh..hes him, he must hc content 
with the honour filf victory alld succt::cding to the plat.·{, of the 
vanquished. The Pasha of Bagdad replying tv Melek Moham
med that he had a chonnpion alaeady atta"hed to hi , (·our!. a day 
was appointed for the 'man of Casviu to try his strength with 
him of ·Bagdad. Mooa Bab8., the Pasha's Kabob,hee, or sausage
maker, appeared, aad .8otb the comhatant..~ w('re lS~rippcd, and 
girded with the> girdle of the Zoor Khoneh alone, before the 
Paaha's house. The Casvin champion seized the Bagdad cook 
by the stomach, and so wrenched him ... ith the grasp of one hand 
only, that the man fainted "'lInd dieu within five days 
~terwardo. The Pasha the victpr with ten pieces of 
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gold, a handsome dress, and made him his chief Cawass. Three 
• 

or four months afterwards, came" man fron! a place called Dejeil, 
near the Tigris, and at a distance of ten hours' journey from Bag
dad, on the road to Samara. He offered to combat the Casvin 
Melek Mohammed. A second combat. took place, and though 
this new opponent was thought to be a man of uncommon strength, ' 
the victl)r caught him b'y a single grasp, whirted him in the air, 
and threw him so violently on the ground that he expired on-'the 
spot. After this, the champio~ was ad\tanced in the Pash.'s 
favour, and now receives about fifty piastres, or nearty five pounds 
sterjiltg, per day j twenty-fiv~ for his pay as Cawass, tt'll as cham
pion of the Zoor Khoneh, and fifteen Lor Ifts expenses in women, 
wine, and forbidden plea6ures !-From this exhibition we went 
to the Medress~ Khnn, or chief colJege of Shiraz. It was origi
nally constructed in the .tyle of those at Ispaban, having two 
minarets without, coated with coloured tiles; and In the centre 
of a 5quare ('ourt, a fine giIXden, with two storie~ of chambers, 
ftlcing it all round. It is now much decayed, and the lower 
chambers only are occupied by a few children under the tuition 
Qf Moollahs, their parents paying the charge of their education. 
There are several other Mcdresses or colleges,-some inhabited , 
and others· deserted, but all of them are smaller and laferio!" 
to this. 

The streets of Shiraz are like those of all Easter, 'Cities, nal\o 
row, dark, aud generally unpaved: the new bazaars are how
ever sufficiently wide for lmsiness -and comfort. One of .. the great 
peculiarities of the place is tHe appeararrce of high square towers, 
with apecmr.s at the tIIp for catct.ing the wind and eonduct
ing it to the lower aJ"ll!lments of the houses. They are called 
Baudgheers, or wind-catcher~ and look at a distance like ordi
nary towers. The domes of the mo¥(IS at Shira. embrace at least 
two-thirds of a globe in their shape, being small at the bottom, 
expanding in the centre, and . in at the top. Some 
of them are ribbed painted green; otbers. 
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at(' coaten wlth ooloured tiles; but, generally speaking, their 
,,,lI'ect is much inferiot to those of Ispahan. All kinds of provi
sions, bread, and fruit, are varied, excellent, and cheap here; 
ye~ there appeared to be more beggars in Shiraz than we had 
"Seen -elsewhere in any pa¥ of PeISia. The men are a fine, hand~ 
"'Borne race, the children are fair, and the women beautiful: these 

• 
, la.::,t dress in blue dleck cloths and white veils, with a little square 
gm.ting of Bct-work before their eyes. The situation of Shiraz 
is~ery -e.greeabl(:', beillg'< in the midst of an extensive and fertile 
plain, bqundeil by mountains on all sides It lies on nearly the 

, , r. 
same level as Ispahan, and is only a .... ittle lower than Hauuidf\n; 
but the climate is cOnsi<wred better than either of thest', and 
diseases of any kind are very rare. The seasons arc so regular, 
that they change almost to a given day: the sprlng and autumn 
are delightful; the summPT moderate with respect to heat; and 
the winter of three months cold, with not mOTe than olle month 
in the year of either snow or rain. .. 

The inhabitants of Shiraz are nearly all l\foslems, of the 
Sheeah sect.- There are a few Jews, and wme Armenianb; the 
last two classes h.·ing chiefly merchanb, tl adiug brokers, and 
makers of the ,"ille of Shiraz, which is said to be degenerating in 
quali~' every year. The Shah ZadC has a goot! force of horse 
and f~" ~sides the wanderjng tribes, whom he can command in 
great ~ Durnb4trs. The leading charactt::ri<\tics of the Prince arc 

Arrinn glVl's a very striking description of the rna.r III wluch the m:!rriagcs of tlJl~ 

anCient Penians were performed, ID hiS account cj" the nuptial, of AlcxUllcl"i lind ~~'me of 
hi~ guerJ.1M, He .ay,: • Alexande'r no: turned his nliud to tht' I'd~bral!OIl 9f Ius own and 

his friends''t1uptlals "t SUIa, He himself mamed Bnrsi~·, the ddt''1l daught~ Darius; and 
m aU eighty daughters of the moli Illustnous lIol,,1I1y, PI!IIU'I Il .18 well as Mcdt."s, were uUlled 
to as many of Alex'l.nder's friends. The nuptmitL. \nre qplchrated III the Per~I"ll manner. 
Seat. WNC placed for t .. 'lle who were about tu be rnartled, l\('eoniLng to th('lr rank. j After a 
b6Dquet, the "'diU werc mtroduced. '~8ch sat d()1V1I by the Md<'! 01 IIPr husband, who each, 
beginnmg with Alexander himself, took the Tlghf h"lId (jf Iw, Imde allli )(18' 00 her. Ali 
oblCfVed thi€ ceremony, ond then WIth hl8 Wife.' The iilmpllCity of thiS 

mode i. a striking contra8l to of the modern Partees, their 
deteellLdantl!, 
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indifference and imbecility: he makes no pretensions to 
crown of Per ia, and is therefore not an object of jealousy. 
Nizam-ud-Dowla of Ispahan had been lately appointed to the 
government of hiraz, to act under the Prince. This 
said to be the greatest extortioner that yen Perl'!ia has eve en, . 
and is therefore a favourite with the King, who i cruel and ava
ricious, and i cordially hated by all his subj ts. The people f 
Shiraz are free, open-hearted, p 'te, and given to pleasure. ll'le 
is often drunk in private parti~: and public wo n re In 
greater numbers here than even at Ispahan. Literatur nd the 

~ 

arts had been for year declining, and every thing has been grow-
ing worse for the last twenty years. 

There are but few Guebres, as the ancient disciples of Zo
roaster, the fire-worshippers of Per ia, are called, at Shiraz. 
They come occasionally from Yezd and Herat, but seldom re
main to settle. \Vhen they do, however, they live in a separate 
tlass, like the Jew, and observe their own peculiar customs of 
marriage, funeral, and other ceremonies, which resemble tho e 
practised by the Parsee at Guzerat and Bombay.· 

* Herdeotus, at a very early period, makes th followiug observations on the manner 
in which the ancient Pt!!'sia{l funerals were observed. He says: 'A. to what relates to their 
dead, I will not affirm it to be true that these are never interred till lOme bird or dog has dis
covered a propensity to pr yon them. This, hmvever, is unquestionably certain of the Magi, 
who publicly ob erve this custom.'-Clio, 14.0. Beloe, in his note on this, says; 'The 
Magi for a long time retained the exclu!live privilege of having their bodies left as a prey to 
carnivorous animals. In succeeding times, the Persians abandoned all corpses indiscrimi
nately to birds and beasts of prey. This cU8tom ~tiU in part continue8: the place of burial 
of the Gucbres, at the distance of half a eague from Ispahan, is a round tower made of free
stone; it is thirty-five feet in heigh and mnety in diameter, without gate or any kind of 
ent~ance: th y ascend it by a ladder. In the midst of the tower IS a kind of trench, ihto 
which the bones are thrown. The bodies are ranged along the wall, in their proper clothes, 
upon a lDlaU couch, with bolt~es of wine, &c. The ravens, which fill the cemetery, devour 
them. Thia is also the case with the Guebl'es at Surat, as well as at Bombay,' 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

.. 
FROM SHIRAZ, BY K01'£L DOKHTER, TO KAUZEROON. 

Nov. lst:-ALL our arrangements for quitting Shiraz having 
been compieted, we were stirring 'soon after midnight, though, 
from kind attention to our comfort on the part of our hospi
table friend, J affier Ali Khan, we were detained for some time 
afterwards,-and it was not until the moon had set, that we 
mounted for our journey. Passing through the extensive village 
of Mesjed Berdy, whicb, in old Persian, signifies the stone 
mosque, we had ~ardens on either hand, to the number of at 
lea t a thousand, and all of them were said to be productive of a 
;variety and abundance of the best fruits. 

Our co rse from hence yacross the plain, the hills 
arrowing on each side, points of union, which form 
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the western pass out of the valley of Shiraz, immediately hefore 
us, As the paths were numerous, 8ntl equally beaten, we took 
one of the northernmost, which led us astray; and at daylight we 
found ourselves entangled in mountains, without a guide, or any 
clue to extricate ourselves. The mountains here were lofty and 
rugged, and ('ompo8ed of limestone of different qualities,-some 
forming a streaked marble of cloudy white, like the slabs on the 
sides and ends of Hafiz's tomb, which was probably hewn from 
hence, and not brought from Tabriz,_and others of a reddish 
cast. Every part, even to the summits, was covered with vt"ge
tation and brushwood, and the narrow valleys aWorded pasture to 
numerous flocks. ' 

We at length met with some shepherds, who directed us how 
to cross the mountains on our left by a path known to themselves 
only, and oue of them took the pains, unasked, to accompany us 
part of the way. The language spoken among these rnoun
·taineers, though thus close to Shiraz, is said to be the old dialect 
of ·Far~ from which the present language of Persia has been 
formed. They arc all 8('quainted, howE'ver, with this last, and 
use it in their communication with strangers; but what surprised 
me more was, to find that Turkish, of a corrupt kind, was 5;0 

familiar to aU, that it was tht! language of conversation between 
the DerviRh and themselves.-

When our shepht'rd guide left us, we went down over the 
soutliern sid.' of the hills, toward the high road; and as the sun 
had now risen, we haltC'd on the banks of a clear stream, flowing 
from the westward through the valley, to wash and refresh. 
There was just above us, to the south-west, the wreck of a ruined 
village, call~d Kooshk Bostack, which gave its name to ~he stream 

• In the various mlgrati( n! of the tribes of Tartary, levera) of them have at dilFerent 
periods come from tbl' plalO8 of Syria into Penia. The Sharn)oo, or .on. of Syria. are per~ 
haps at tbi. moment one of the moat all the Turkjlh tribe. of Penia. The 
Karagoozaloo. thc Baharloo. and are branchu of tbe SblUl.Joo, who' 
were brought into Penia from Syria by of Pel"tUJ, vol. i. p. Si I. 
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also; and the Dervish Ismael, who on some occasions dreaded the 
• 

mischievous practices of demons, and at others was too much a phi-
losopher to admit the belief of any thing as certain, excepting only 
the existence of God, insisted on it that it was through the malice 
of the devils residing in these ruins, thnt we were this lllorning 
entangled among the hills, and led astray from the king" high
way. I ~houlu have suffered him to have entertained this opi
nion, without attempting to combat it, but that he drew from 
thence the most inauspicious omens, and became quite disheart
ened from proceeding. A few days' detention, he said, would 
probably procure us the protection of a caravan; why then, he 
asked, in these times of turbulence and trouble, when famine 
rendered men desperate,-when all the evil spirits Were at,road, 
and the world evidently approaching it.<;; dissolution,-should we 
venture ourselves alone against such a host of foes? H e thought 
this was a warning for us to return, to which we should not be 
insensible, and, for the fi~8t time ~ince II is being with me, ht~ 

seemt:d almost angry at my apparent obstinacy. H e told me that, 
on leaving h:pahan. he }Hld promised, hy a secn·t vow, to give a 
rupee to the fund of the poor at ~ome tomh Ill~re, if we arrived 
safe; and he had actuaUy performt'd his vow. at Slliraz; hut he 
now thought that even this preparatory goou deed wou 1d be in
sufficient to preserve us from the many dangers that threatened 
oti every side.· 

• A. a .trikin!;!: instance how rt>adily one class of popular traditions may he ~f'C('iveu , .11111 
another of ncarly the !a,nt' de~crivtiull rejected, hy tht' same individ ual, the fo llowing I ~"y be 

mentit>ncd: In hi8 Hi~tory of Pcuia, Sit John Malcolm ~ay.;;, that durin~ a fQmine in Kho~ 
rallan, when ravaged alRo by the UlIbcg l'arhlf8, in tile rci~n of Shah TlIma8p, aud a plng-ue 
raged at the lame time, men ate their own lpecies: but it was relieved by ~howl'rs from 
Heaven :_there fell, 'lccordillg to Per,. i"n authorl, a substance resemhiiug a diminutive grr.in 
of wheal; and thia 1:1tI11~I,.nce, when mixcd with 1\ "mall fHlrti ou of ROllr. became a lilOAt 
nourishing food. Th,ia ii, at least, a very ailnilar event to tbe supply of manila In Ihe wilder~ 
11811, which hal be~n accounted fOf on natural ~romllb; yet G<>ueral Mulcolm , while he layl 
nothing of hi, incredulity III to the one, ~idently tbinks tht> otber to be a mere fabl!', to 
judre by hi. notu of admiration affised: .... :.panage in quettion.-Vol. i . p. !.t Il • 

• 
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We remounted at the stream, ascended the hill, passed safoly 
by this supposcd haunt of devils, and got at'length into the high 
road, along which w(, ('ontinucd our way westerly, inclining often 
a point or two to the north. The ground over which we went 
was in general uneven, but the road good, and the country, 
though uncultivated, of a more agreeable aspect than tho bare 
lands of Irak, as verdure and bushes were now every where seen. 

Soon after noon we arrived at a flat vaney, with abundance 'of 
wood, and a transparent stream winding through it, over a white 
pebbly bed, from the north-westward. There was here an abun
dance of cattle feeding on rich grass near the banks, and flocks of 
water-fowl along the river's edge. The hcrds were carefully 
watched by shepherds during the day, and were all driven into 
shelter before sunset, as lions were known to have their dens in 
the neighbourhood, and to prowl hcre at night, to the terror both 
of caravan~ and single passengers. 
.. It was in this valley that·w(' found the first caravansera., with a 
few huts attached to it, called Khoneh Zemoon, and esteemed to 
be ~even fursucks from Shiraz. As our horses were fresh, we did 
not halt here, but pursued our way to the westward, over a coun
try similar to t.hat. ~lready des(.Tihed. In about two hours we came 
again to a winding stream, with trees of exactly the same descrip
tion as those found at the place we had just passed; and here we 
were cautioned to he particularly on our guard, more especially as 
night was a<1yancing. 

From hence we ascended a steep hill, called Kotel Oosoon
..-8iffeed, or the white-bosomed hill, well wooded throughout, of 
lime rock in its composition, and presenting us with some interest.. 
ing views in our asc~nt. On gaining the summit, we had before 
us, on the western side, the fine plain of Dusht-urgeon, so called 
from a particular tree of the latter name being common near it. 

The large village of the same name appeared .... ted i1,nmedi-
ately beneath the cliff of the hills; and just before 
sunset we entered it, waa the second halt of the 
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caravans from Shiraz to Bushire, there was now no shelter for pas
sengers; the old cara'vansera being destroyed, and materials only 
preparing for the building of a new one. The Dervish, however, 
who had the talent of speedily ingratiating himself in the favour 
of strangers in a higher degree than anyone I ever knew, pre
vailed on a young wife, in an advanced state of pregnancy with her 
first ohild, to give us a part of her chamber, without consulting 
h;'r husband, who had not yet returned from his labours. This 
was not all; for our horses were sheltered in the stable below, and 
the man's own cattle turned out to make room for them; and by 
the time that the husband appeared, we had a supper of such 
humble food as the family themselves fared on, of which he sat 
down and partook with us, exclaiming, ' In the name of God, the 
Holy and the Merciful!' without asking a single que-stion as to 
the cause of our being of the party, and with as much cordiality as 
if we had been friends for many months. We smoked and talked 
freely together, throughout. the everting, with the same good un'"
derstanding, undisturbed by the most distant enquiry; which was 
altogether so new to me in Persia, though not uncommon in 
Turkey, and almost universal in Arabia, that 1 was at a loss how 
to lLccount for the change of manners; and, when the hour of 
repose came, we lay down, each taking a separate corner of the 
room, with a blazing wood fire in the middle of it, as the night 
was severely cold. 

Nov. l!nd.-The plain of Dusht-urgeon is nearly of a circular 
fonn, and is about two fursucks, or eight miles, in its genela.1 dia
meter. It is hemmed in by mountains on each side,-those on the 
north-west and south-east being steep cliffs, while the passes of in
let and outlet are to the north-east and south-west, with a more 
decisive separation or opening of the hills in the western quarter. 
Through the centre of the plain wind several streams, on whose 
banks are the trees which give name to it, and which, from the 
cleecription of my companion, 1 .eonceived to be a sort of willow, 
though we did not see any sutli,;ently near for me to determine. 
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A small portion of the plain only is applied to culture, but it , 
was now entirely covered by flocks in every direction, and horned 
cattle were here more abundant than we had ::Icen them before in 
any part of the country. 

The town of Dusht-urgeon is seated immediately at the foot of 
the northern and north-western cliffSy aud lies on a gently ascend
ing ground. There are from five to six hundred houses in it, 
.11 built of stone, and thatched over a flat roof; containing courts 
and stalls attached, suited to the wants of the inhabitants, who 
may be reckoned at about two thousand. Agriculture, and the 
feeding of their herds and flocks, furnish their chief oC'cupation ; 
besides which, thf'y cultivate the vine with great sueces!ol, and pro
duce raisins and sweetmeats in sufficient abundan('e to admit of a 
large surplus for sale. The whole surface of the mountain to the 
northward of the town, and almost han~ing- over it, presents a sin~ 
gular picture of industry and care, in being spread over with vine
yards from the base to the very summit. 

Dusht-urgeotl is the reputed birth-place of Selman Pak, the 
barber and friend of Mohammed, who was thought by some to be 
a native of' Modain, and who has his tomb on the ruins of Cte8i. 
phon, where it is annually visited hy the barbers from Bagdad. 
It is said that during his lifetime bere, while he sat by one of the 
streams in the plain, a large lion appeared to mark him for his 
prey; but as he ,""\led on the name of the Almighty for help, ex
claiming, 'There is no God but God, and :Mohammcd is the Apo~ 
tIe of God!' a visible hand arose from the stream, seized his 
enemy in his grasp, and destroyed it in an instant. In commemo
ration of this event, a small domed edifice is erected, about a fur
long to the south-west of the town, seated amid trees and water; 
and from the centre of its dome rises the figure of a human hand, 
which is said to allude to the event described. 

As we had lost our way on the morning of yesterday, we de
luyed our departure until it was pe.pect daylight, when we thanked · 
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our kind entertainers, and set out on our way. Our course across 
the plain lay to the ·south-west; and in about two hours, having 
gone through its diameter in that direction, we came to the foot of 
an ascent, which appeared at first gentle, but afterwardR pro,'ed 
sufficiently difficult. This was wooded with larger trees than we 
had yet seen, of an evergreen kind; and we enjoyed some charming 
views of the country, in our way up it. Here too, as on all the 
!rills we had rocently passed, were hundreds of' the beautiful 
mountain partridges, w hic:h abound in these parts; and, from their 
never being molested, they suffer passengers to approach them 
c1osely, without evincing the least fear. 

We were about two hours before we gained the summit of thi~ 
range, as ollr ascent was by stages divided by sman portions of 
level road; and when we came on the opposite brow of the moun
tain, we opened the view of a narrow vaHey covered with wood, 
and having the dry bed of a stream winding through it from the 
south-east. Immediately beneath U!i, and beyond the low ridge ftf 

hills which formed its farther 'boundar)', was the plain of Kauze
roan, which was exceedingly deep, and at least four thousand feet 
below our present level,_thc view closing in that direction by a 
steep and lofty bed of mountain~, forming a barrier in the west. 

We descended over the rugged brow of this mountain of Peera
zunn, or the old woman, by a winding path, leading our horse~, 

and moving at every step with great caution. The fatigue was of 
itself sufficiently painful to all; but, in addition tn this, the. rocky 
masses in some places, and the pits in others, with sha~ged 
stones that slipped from our tread, so pained our feet, that Wp 

halted several times, on our way down, to breathe and repose. 
In about two hours we came to a caravan sera, which form~ 

a station for th{' passengers on this road; and our fatigue would 
have induced us to halt here, but that there was at present 
neither water nor food for us or our horse~ and it was therefore 
necessary to proceed. This station is called simply Caravansera 
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.Kotel, .... d is estimated to be only rour fursucks frolll DUBht..urgeon ; 
but if this be correct, the distance must be nieasu~· in a straight 
line, as in actual surface we thought it at least six. 

From h~nce we descended a short distance further, and ('arne 
into the wooded valley described: its elirectioll is from south
east to north-west, and its descent towards the latter qu&rte~ 
is very perceptible. Its south-western boundary~ was a ridge of 
pointed hills, composed of many separate masses, all uniform in 
shape; and at their feet wound through the valley the pebbly 
bed of u river now entirely dry. This valley was covered with 
a rich soil, man'y portions of which were cultivated, though the 
trees were left standing, and the whole resembled the seenery of 
a thickly-wooded park. The trees here were mostly of the kind 
called Belloot. It produces a ;mall fruit, in shape like a elate; 
the use of which is common in dysenteries, and is found by the 
inhabitants of the country to be a very effectual remedy. 
, On the side of the mountains to the right., was a small village 

called Khoneh Khalidj, to which' the cultivated lands of this 
valley belonged, and whose population was from four to five 
hundred persons. 

We left this valley by pas;ing over a gentle hill on the north
west, and came to' a small square tower, used as a station for 
guards of the road, and called Rah-dan. We found here two ur 
three musketeers, the rest being scattered over the mountains 
looking out. These men detained us by long and close examina.
tions; as they took us to be robbers, from our wearing Arab 
dresses, being well armed, and daring to travel alone. They 
would fain have obstructed our passage further, an<\. held ~. in 
custody until their comrades appeared: but as we were well 
mounted and nearly equal to them in number, we defied 'their 
th~eats and proceeded on our way,-Ilot wondering at:4e rqads 
bemg unsafe, when such inefficacious measures as t~ were 
thought sufficient on the part of the Government to render' 
them secure. 
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ff e came 8ben afterwards on-· the 'brow of anQther mnuntain, 
called Kotel J>Qkhtef, or ·the "Hi\I'oftQe Daughter; as secondary 
to that ol'the ·Old·Womah;' which, we had paRsed bef<1i-e. This 
presented us with a perpendieular cliff' of about twelve hund,..·d 
feet in height, at the foot of which commenced the plain of 
Kauzeroon. The descent down over this steep was by a zigzag 
road,. onc~ weil· paved, amI waned on the' QuteT side; m;d from 
the steepness of the cliff, down which it wound its' way, tht· 
§everal portions of the zigzag line were sometimes not mor~ 

tban ten paces in length, in anyone directioll, so that they were 
like a flight of steps placeu at acute anglf'~ with each other. 
We were nearly an hour descending this, before we gained thp 

plain; and WeTl' SeVf'r~l] times hailed in the ('ourse of our passag~ 
down by musketeers from the mountains, many of whom we 
could ' not, with all our t:lld('avours, distinguish from the dark 
masses of roek, in the recesses of which tht'Y r-;tood, tht.ugh we 
converl:ied with them, n'pl~ed to aIt their questions, amI. could 
poiut distinctly to th(~ spot from whence the soulld of their voices 
issul·d. These men, like their companions at the Rah-dan. 
insistcd ou our being wanderers ill search of plullder: and two 
of them tired at us, with a vi!;'w to tE'rrify us into suhmission. 
The Dervish, howe\,er, put a worJoie construction on this exercise 
of their privilt·ge, hy insil:iting that they were a,,, oftell rouhcl's 
th~mscJves, as they werc the guardians of tlw road; for though, 
when caravans and great men with a retinue passed them, they 
always made a show of al'tivity at their posts, yet they were quite 
as ready to murder solitary travellers, if they resisted their h~sO
·lentf.emaJl~ of tribute and presents, as they were to offer their 
prottttion when the numbers of the party were sufficient for 
8elf-defence. Th<:'se musketeers are poor villagers, appointed by 
arbitrar~onscription to this duty; and as their nominal pay 
is not eiJSugh to furnish them with bread and water, and e\'en 
this i. often withheld from them by the governor of the district, 

2 T 
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who has the charge of defraying it from his treasury. they may 
be often urged by necessity to do "that whicll by inclination they 
would not commit. . 

After entering 011 the plain, we went about west-north-west 
across it, having tree'" of the kind already described on each side 
of our path, and no appearances of cultivation.. We were now 
about three fursucks from our destined halt, tbe sun was nearly 
set, and a heavy storm was fast gathering jn th~ west. It was 
no sooller dark than it began to pour down torrents of rain; 
which came sometimes in such whirlwinds, as to render it 
difficult to keep one's scat on the horse. The animals them
schrcs were fright(~ned beyond measure at the vivid lightning 
which hlazed at intervals from the thick clouds, and if possible 
still morc terrified at tlw deafening echoes of the thunder, 
which rolled through the surrounding clitf.-; and moufftains. 
S{)metillle~ they started off in a gallop, and at others were im
rilOvably fixed; and it was not until after three full hours of this 
tE'mpest that we ('arne near Kauzeroon, the barking of its dogs 
.giving us warning of approach before we saw the dwellings. A 
transient gleam of light from the moon, which was now for the 
first time visible through opening clouds, enabled us ~o perceive 
the town, and we soon after entered its ruined walls. Our way 
wound through deserted streets, with dilapidated dwellings, and 

• Th(! mounta;"cer!l who lived between the Illgh and low landll of Persia were olways 
llIarollder~. The foi ll/w illg is the al'count given of them as they existed in the time of Nadir 
Shah; but 1l1OU~h Ihe IU9tonan "ayll they were theu extinguished, they have Bince revi\'ed, 
and are as vigorous nud troublesome as evcr.-' The ~ace of the country hRd been much diB
turbed by the depredations of a numerous and barharous tribe, called B...athteear~ .. no 
mhabit the mountll.ln, Ihat stretch from near the capital of Pertia tn Ihe vicinity of.al!ullter. 
The subjugation of therw plunderen had e\'er heel! deemed impossible. Their lorty and 
rug~ed mountains abound wi'h rocks and cavern~. which in times of danger wrve them as 
fa~tncssell aud denl. But Nadir ,howed that thi~ fancied security, which had fl'O'ectld them 
for ~gcs. was a [I',ere dp-Iulion. ..He led his veteran loldien to the top. of their highClt 
mountain.; partiet of light troop_ bunted them from the cliff_ and gle,ns in which they were' 
('on('calcd; &.00 in the space of one month the tribe wascomplet.ely _u~ued~.tIr Their chief wa~ 
lakt'n pnsoneT. andputto death.'-HI&/. rif l)rr~,", vvl. ii. p. 67. 
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isolated arches of doors and windows on each .side of liS, until 
we reached a poor c.'arav811sera, where we gladly took shelter. 
Our horses" were so knocked up, that they lay down, saddled as 
theyl were, and; without waitillg for their foou. W (' were ourselve ... 
equally fatigued, and wet to the skin, without a dry garment at 
hand. As firewood, however, was h~re abundallt and cheap, we 
kindl.,o a bla"i..g,.\1eap, and warmed and dried ourselves in the 
smoke, while a cbeering pipe and a cup of coffee made U'i ~oon 
forget the troubles of our way. 

A day or two after my arrival at Shiraz, I had dispatched a 
messenger to the British Rebident at Busllire. desiring information 
as to what vessels might be at that port debtined for Bombay, and 
the prohablt' time of their sailing. Th£" mel-isenger had eHp:aged 
to meet us with an answer at Kauzeroon; so that I should have 
l1een "ere able to regulate tllf' remainder of m'y journey accord
ingly, and either hnl,t('n on to be in tiJHe for an immediate oppor
tunity, or, hy returuinp; to Shiraz. go thruug:h .Fasa, Darab, ana 
Firoulnhau to J3ushil't", and <Irrive in tUlle for any later one. 1 
was so ('onfidendy as!:iured, hefore I quitted Shiraz, of there being. 
no vessel dther then at BU!:ihire, or soon expected there, that I 
had re~olv{"d on accomplishing thil:i lattt'r journey, ilt which I felt 
much interested, amI h~ld therefon' left my own horses and bag
gage with my friend Jaffier Ali Khan, at Shiraz, and accepted the 
offer of his animals for this journey as far as Shapoor, from which 
he was so certain that I s.hould return. 

Late as the hour of our arrival wa5, we sent immediatt:ly for 
a certain NOllr Mohammed, to whom an Armenian of Shiraz had 
givea us a letter ; and as this man was also in the service of the 
EngHlh Resident at Bushire, we made no scruple of explaining 
to him who we ",'ere. On enquiry, we learnt from him that 
though';' vessel from Bombay was actually at the port, one '~. 
daily expected from Bussorah to touch there on her way down. 
ro profit by this; it would be necessary to use all possible dispatch; 
lond nothing' reinained, therefore, but (.0 procure a messenger 

Q1'2 


