
'324 

tor Shiraz, l!,nd send him off, as soon as our horses had !epose~ 
to return those of Jaffier Ali Khan, and hring down mindwiv. the 

~ 

things left at Shiraz. The messenger was speedily· procured for 
11:; hy Nour Mohammed i , and, wet, tired, and slewyas I lWlS, I 
wTote a long letter to my friend, and gave it in charge to the 
horseman, who was to COllltUlllCC his journey at day-bre~k in thi 
morning, armed with our own weapons for his defence. " 

Nov.3rd._\\le \'rere waitql on by Nour Mohaullned ...... t an 
early hOUT, as we had slept in the caravansera; and as soon as the 
messenger had heen dispatched to Shiraz, we repaired to one of 
the haths of Kauzeroon. It was small and dark, but of exactly 
the Sllme 'l)lan as all those we had: seen in Pet sia, and more highly . , 
heated. than ally. The attelldaIlt~, too, were more skilful in 
their duty than l~VCIl those of the best baths at Shiraz and Ispa­
han ; and in thdr~ method of moulding the limbs and mtfscle( 
approacllcd nearly to the Turklo). This was a very striking differ­
cilce, for whidl I {'ould learu IlO satisfactory reason, but it was . . ' 
one of great g ratification to myself: 

From the hath we went to a house which was sa.itl to be 
olle a.ppropriated to the use of ~uch English travellers as might 
pa:-8 tl13t wa,; and, !is J understood, W9S set apart for that purpose 
hy the same Nour Mohammed, who called himself the slave of 
our nation, aud swore a hundred vows of devotion and fidelity 
to al1 our racp. As he had not before seen one exactly of my 
description dre:s:scd as an Arab, and with a humble Dervish for 
his companion, he thought it best, however, to name me to all 
others as Hadjee Abdallah, the only appellation he . had yet. 
hearol, and to follow it up by the assertion of my being an Egyptian 
Arab recommended to him by a friend, We found here an ex­
cellent breakfast ill the manner of the countr .. and . .H!veral of 
Nour Mohammed's acquaintances partook of it ;with ...... , This, 
atd the lengthened enquiries and replies which naturaliy followed, 
detained us until past noon, before the company sqmrated. A;' 
offer w;s theo made ' to us of the use' of tbis-lioiisi during the 
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time we halted here for the arrival of our horses from Shiraz, 
tor, if'" preferred a situation more airy and deta(,hed from the 
tOWl~ the""11ouse and garden of the GoveruOl , which he only 
'occVJ>ied, or visited occasionally, during the h(,dts of summer . 

• We accepted tlus last with great readiness, and W(.'I'(" repairing 
:thithcr when we met the lIwsscn~r dispatthed from Shil'3Z to 
Bushire, just &i..'X days since?, J a5.ked him, with allxi("ty, for the 
Ul1SWJU' to Uly letter, as the tiuw for hi~ return here hml fully • • 
expired j hut ""a."i JIlortified to learn that he had not yet gone 
beyond this on hi& wa). It appean>{l that the Arm.cnian~ after 
engaging this man at !ny expcll~t>, had dt.'tailll'd him three days 
at Shiraz, to &ollec .. the" letter~ of others at a ~tipulated #jlrice, 
of which th t· mcs!>.enger himself ~h\lwed "'IDe a large packet: he 
gave us to ullderstand, at the same time', that he \\ a~ Iwt eu­

·gaged. by them to convt.'Y my letter only, hut con~idercd him~elf 
as thC'ir servant, and thought the answer to he brought here to 
I{auz~roon wus on their 'l.{·cuunt al~o. Thi :-; (lct·eitful conc.luct "f 
the Armenians was w like what I had scell of' Ea~terJI (,hri~tians 

generally, that my wOII~cr was It'!)s than my disappointlllellt.. 
There was h()WeH~ r only onc remedy, naillcly, to omit paying 
them the sum !'.tipulated, or in~i ~t 011 its being refllDded if paid. 
It was now too latl!, howcve!·, to expect an answer from Bu~hire 

before we should he ready tv sC't out from hClI(,c; and I accord­
ingly took from the first messenger tIle original h.~tte r, amI sent 
a second to Shiraz, expressing my hope of bemg there in a few 
days at farthest. 

\Vc proceeded to the garden, wlli('h i& seated about a fjual'l.t.:r 
of a mile to the west of the town, aIHI found then" a nwst..agrec­
able retreat. The accommodation consistl'd of a small upper room 
fadng -the gar~n, and an open ha)col1Y looking toward~ the tOWII, 

with gd.leries., and a terrace above. The garu(>u itself \\ as spacious 
and agreeable, and contained combinatioll~ not usually seen on-tftbe 
same sail; for we had long alleys of large orange trees, whose 
spreading branches completely over-can .. pied the walks;- and tll.-
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date and the cypres~, both 111 full perfection, flourishing ~lose 
by each other. 

The state of thl' air, too, was at thi~ !if'RSOn as., agreea111e a& 
it was po~sib)c to desire. There was a "lof'tllcsS in it equfl to 
that of an Italian autumn or the summer cvcnirl'gs of Greece, 
and a freshness not inferior to that of our own early sprmg. 

~ , 
The storm that had burst 011 us but the pr~ceding ,evening, 
had purified the atmosphere; and .. ev~)'y tree, an\l bll"Sb,~ and 
blade uf verdure, breathed forth a perfume, which at once- de­
lighted the senses arid invigorated and expanded the mind. 
The-heats of summer would seem, however, to be most opprcssivC' 
here,~u~i'.g fr01l1 the in~cripti<!us of 1601~e IlJdiav invalids, who 
had COplC by this road iuto I)crsia for the recovcry of. their 
health; for, O~l the walls of the upper dlambt"r, the ' state of 
the thernlometer " ... as marked ill ditrl~rent months; on~ of which 
mage it 101<> 2t tJ P.:'Il. in July lA15, and another at 1040 and ]06~ 

in August tRIG. 
TIle hou.'e and gardell in which we were thus happIly lodged, 

belonged to tht> 'rejguing Goverllor of the town, called Kazim 
Khan; and, lik{· hh. p<'rmullcllt re!Si<icnce, it was of course trans­
ferable to IW!! !Successors, as long w, it might exist. A few 
servants were left i'n cltnrge of it, mt>rely to keep it in order; 
and these W{'fe permitted to admit &tranger~, either as vi&ito)'s 
or sojourn{'rs, for a few daJs, binet' the prt'sent.:s they received 
from fluch, f(lTIIWd their only pay. 

This gardclJ wa~ fir,!,t made by a certain ImaJi KooH Khan, 
who wab Governor of' Kauzeroon about fifteen· years sinee; and 
1'1'0111 J,he then more flourishing state of the place, he lived in 
greater state and splendour than his successors have been able 
to do. H is post w'"' filled, after hi. death, by:bjs son Moham­
med Kooli Khan, who, said our informer, w" ~en ~ng and 
in '!the very blossom ot life, when the passions are opening, and 
warmly susceptible of the seductive inHuence of p~ure, As 
this young man had come suddenly into the p<lIIIeUion of both 
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weafth and lfwer, .he gave loose to his desires, and was sur­
rounded by horses, servants, and slaves in public, and by num­
bers of the most beautiful women in the privacy of his harem. 

A Dervishf' who~e name is 1I0t remembered here, happening 
to come this way froni Bokhara and Sumarcand, paid his morn­
ing visit to the Khan, as these men arc privilegeti to uo, with­
out ceremony. -Tn the cOllver~atioll which arose between them, 
toe Dervish~who it is said was a native of Upper India, frum the 
district between Delhi and Caubul, explained to him, in the lan­
guage of our narrator, MHlU' of the beau tie ... of philosophy and the 
consolations of ~elf-denial, and very powl'lfully cont:JaStl'u them 
with the useless and ull~eaning ... pit·mIour of state, ~hieh never 
failed to bring with it a train of vc:\ations and dil'lappointmellts. 
The dfect of his dift'OUrse wa~ ~id to oe ~o ii'll:.tantancously 
convincing, that tht' young chief aros(' from hi5. se.at of state, 
resigned his .government to another, and made n solemn vow qf 
poverty and piety before Gpu and the whole as&cmhly, allU be­
{'arne flOm thence the humble uit'lcipl{' of thi5. hitlwrto unknown 
philosopllt'r. After ihllowing him to Bagdad on toot, they re­
mained together 5iomc time in that city, "",h(~n the master died. 
The di~dplt' ~till continued, however, to divi(lc hi~ timC' lwtwecll 
the tombs of Imam Ali and Imam Hossein, at hoth of which 
places my Dervi5.h, Ismael, rernl:'UlLer~d to ha., e !:!{'cn and con­
verse'! with him, though he did not then kuow his history. 

He at lenslh returned into Persia, and Wah now a.t Shiraz, 
where he still led ",a life of seclusion and contemplation, and ililti 
never once been known to express a f('gret for the abandon­
ment of his former honours, or a. wish to rcturn again to the 
pleasures of the world. 

This" ~~story, which was related to us by a Persiall of Kau­
zeroon, gave rise to a long and ,",arm conver:-.ation between Ill¥­
self and m~ervish, on the merit of the young ]mam; and I must 

" do my coM 'on the justice to S1Y. that though he set out with 
the warm.t admiration of this man's abandonment of wealth and 
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power for poverty ami insigniticnnc,', YCOt he at length confessed 
his 'conversion to 111)' opinion, that. as a ridi man, he might have 
done better by rt·tnining l1i~ pl~t", J1nd, ullder his new C'onvic~ 

tions, exereising his power in doing good. 
The discourse which followed this, Ull the various doctrines 

and pradiecs of the man) sects of Soofees which exist in Persia and 
the countries ca&t of it, detained us ulltil we were summoned to • 
the prayer of' SUD-set by one of the clearest and mOlSt melodious 
voil'es that I had for a long time heard, issuing from the terrace 
of one of tllP mo~(]ues in Ksuzeroon. The evening air was calm, 
every otIler !fOund was ~tm, aud Nature herfo.tt'lf seemed sunk 
into· "'tIn early f('pose, which heightelled the effect of the hoJy 
sUR1mlft~ It reminded me very powcl'fuJly of, a similar com­
bination 48n--the hank~ of' the 1\ile, when, in an "cve:·ning of equal 
&ercnity, I .'a~ so much charmed with the h~autiful and im­
Hrcssiv~ M~un~.s of a Muezzin's voi(·(, eehoing from the majestic 
ruin/:) of the ue:-;crted ThebeS, and calling men to the worRhip of 
the tr,ie God frolll amid the wreck of the fallcn temples uf idolatry. 

Nov. 4th.-We pa~sed a morning of gn'at pi(>asure in the 
garden, and partook of_ hn·akfa. ... t, hrought us frotu the town, ill 
a ~omfortable apartment of a~ unfurnish(>(] buiJding at the bot­
tom uf it. 

During the remaiuder of th" day, we profited by our detention 
here, to M .>(> sODH'what more of the tOWIJ thaJl we could have done 
by a mere pa~~'1g:c through it. Thb task, however, occupicd more 
of our time than wa:-. afJ'recabJc to lilt'; and at last we returned " ,-
from our ramble, without Iwing much gratified with the pictures 
of ruin, dCiOlation, poverty~ aud seeming discontent 'that met us 
at every step. 

The town. of Kauzeroon is thought by its Riesen\, inhabitan$s 
to have been once so large as to have extelded for several fur­
.sucks in length; bu. of this they offer no . sa~ proofs __ 
It may however have been once nearly double i~nt size, 
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as vestiges of ruined buildings are seen on each !;ide, beyond iu. 
present limits. 

Its situat30n is in a valley.,f considerable length from lIorth 
to south, but not more than five mile~ in general breadth fr~,Ul 
east to west. The town lies almost at the foot of the ea~t('rl1 

boundary, which is a range of lime-stone mountains, broken into 
clilf. ahtwe,: and smailer heaps below; and thus differing from 
its opposite one, tJie western range, which is more lofty, of an 
exceedingly steep slope, and mostly unbroken. The great." 
length of the town, from north to s,?uth, i!-. about a mile, .mel it!-. 
breadth from east to west, somewhat le~. Even t!ti!; bpa('f', hO\\­
ever, contains more ruined and deserted dwellings than inhabited 
onCb ; and there ' last 'are generally much inferior to what the 
destroyed ene; Oncp. were. There are some vestiges of a ,vall 
with round towers in some plac{'s, but it is not easy to determine 
whether they are portions of an enclosure to the whole, or parts 
only of some fort within the town. 

The residence of the governor, Kazim fhan, is the best and 
only conspicuous edifice ~mollg the whole ; and this has little 
remarkable except the two square towers, called baudgheers, like 
those at Shiraz, which serve as ",ind-sails to convey air to the 
lower part of the house. 

There are, besides, five mosque~ five caravanseras, seven tomb~ 
of different holy men, mostly with small domes over them, and 
two small baths: The houses are built of unhewn stone;' rudely 
placed in mortar, and the exterior plastered ov.er with lime, 
which is ahundal1t here. Some of the older huildings, were, how­
ever, of uIl'burnt bricks; and there are among the ruins a num­
ber of .. hvds, simply matted over, and used as halts fOr passengers 
~ smoke their na.1"geels, and' refresh themselves on the way. 

The ci11tivated land about the town appears "insufficient to 
support even the fe"w inhahitants here: horses, camels, sheep, and 

• • 
goats, ~wever, a scanty pasture on the ulain: and a few 

2 u 
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date trees are the nly productions 
i id to be, in general, s ce h ,th 
four separate springs which supply be t 
we drank was pure and whelesome, nd 
taste than the water of hiraz. 

The populatIon of Kauzerooll . 

for man. W ter 
there are three or 

.. .. 

at of which 
reeable to the 

dred Moslem families, all heeahs, and fo J :wi 
are still more poor and wretched than tl 'rest. 
indeed to , descrl how thi P8.ee is despised, ppress , 

." insulted, throughout all ,Per i ; their touch being though~ 0 

unclean, to render complete puri cation necessary on th~ part 
of the defiled. The few Jews here live as ~dlar , d go in 
little partie on foot, canying their loads 0 IndIan spices on their 
backs, between B-qsH re u hiraz. The pri pal occupation 
of the mor wealthy Mo lerns i ' the purchase and ale of horses 
for the I dian- market, and raIsing a cross-breed between the 
Turcotnan and Arab race, which are call d, from he name of 
the place, Kauzerooni, and are celebrated for their excellence 
as journeying, or road hor es, but are inferior to the Arab, in 
beauty, and to the Turcoman in str ngth. The lower orders 
of the p ople live by their humble labour.; but mong them , 
th re is no manufacture, e cept a particular kind of shoes made 
of plaited cotton, almost in the same way a ladie' straw-bonnets 
are made in Europ , and admirably adapted for strength and 
comfurt to the wearer. These are made also in other parts of 
Persia, but are nowhere 0 good as here. 



CHAPTER XX. 

ISIT TO THE RUINS OF SHAPOOR, AND JOURNEY FROM THEN E 

TO BUSllIRE: 

. OV. 6th.-WE quitted Kauzeroon about an hour before day­
light, and going nearly north-west across a plain, with thorny· 
bushes on it, came soon after sun-rise to the village of Derep,z ; 

, which, lik the town we had quitted, presented more ruined 
dwellings than inhabited ones. 

After a short stay here to procure a guide, we set out for 
Shapoor, gojng.in norther direction into a lower plain, covered 
with fertil od, a abundantI watered, but being' now mostly 
spread 0 r with thorny trees a d wild verdure. We saw here 

shepherd families living in the bushes, for their 
deserved the names of ients, and they were 

2u2 
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altogether ~mong the poorest and most destit)lte 
toral tribes that I had ever seen. 

of all the . pas-

In about /1l) hou; we came close und~r th~ foot. of -the eastern 
hills which bound the plain, and passillt on our left tWII branches 
of the river Sasoon, which .. .,..e called respectively Ret ..... bad, 
and Khoda-abad, lying ~Iose to each other. and .afterwards wind. 
ing in different directions through the plain. Above us, ""' the 

. eastern hill, were the ruins of a castle, called Kballah Dokht&r, 
very poOrly built, Dr unhewn stone and mortar, and from its form 
appsrently a recent· MohlllJ!medan wor\<; but such portions of. 
arches as remained in the lower part, though built, like the rest 
of the edifice, of these rude stones, were r'lther of. ~e semicir­
cular than pointed kind, -though not st.-ictiy either. Below tbi, 
castle was an eXU;,psive st>ace, stretching westward from the foot 
of the hills, spread over witb heaps of ruins, among ",bicJ. no one 
~rfect edifice remained. These were all built of Dnhewn stone .. 
a),d were humble private dw.ellings, to which no fix~ date could 
be assigned. 

After going over these heaps, we came to a bend of the river 
Sa!!OOn, which flowed full and rapidly from tbe eastward in a 
deep bed, so . .thickly borde ,ed witb wild .brubs, trees, and · talr 
rushes, of twenty feet high, that thoug!) we heard the 10\ld noise 
of the current, we could not through these obstacles distinguisb 
its ktream . .. 

A few paces afterwards, we maue a short turn round to d:.e 
eastward, and came into a pass of about a furlong wide, called 
Teng-e.Chikgon: The higbest part of the perpendiCfllar cli1l8 <>n 
each side w"," nearly three hundred feet, and the southern one 
IVa. directly at tbe back of the castl~ we bad ..,ell, which was 
no doubt constructed expressly to guard tbis pass. Thill led into 
a small rot1nd valley to the eastward of it; .thrqugU which the 
river Sasoon flo\.ed down, between banks covered wii.b nI8hes. 

On going through this pass, on the south'lf.'!fe. of tIu 
.(ream, 'We came first to a large tablet in .the c~-i!Jeulptur< 



VISIT TO THE RUINS OF SHAPOOR. 333 

of which was much injured by the decomposition of the rock, 
As far~ as we could trace it, it represented two chiefs 011 horse­
back, meeting each otlte\:, the right-hand one having his 'horse's 
feet placed. on a dead body extended horizontally beneath, ~nd 
before him a figure on foot, apparently in an attitude of sup­
plication, These figures were about the size of life, in tolerably 
full ""lief, and ~ppeared to have been finely executed, but were 
c6nsiderably injured. 

A few paces beyond this, 8tm on the same .ide of the stream, 
.ahd in the southern cliff, but ~uch higher up from the common 
level of the pass, we caine to a larger tabid, filled with a greater 
number of figures, a.Q4 divided into separate compartments. 
.. In the central compartment a chief was seen on horseb:tck, 
having bushy hair and flying ril>ands from behind, and an egg­
like glotr.e, standing with its smaller end on a .... Norman crown, as 
seen on the Sassanian medals. His own dress was flowing in nni). 
tiplied folds; but the caparison of hi. horse was simple, the briMe 
of the kind used in the present day, and a breast-piece formed of 
plates of metal. By hilS right side was a quiver for arrow~, though 
no other weapon was visible. Beneath the feet of his.horse, a 

~ 6gure was seen extended horizontally\. as if dead: another wa~ in 
the act of supplication by, kneeling, and exwnding hi, clasped 
hands before him; and a'third he held in his right hand, as if to 
present him to the supplicator. These w(-rc all three in the dresses 
of Roman soldiers,-a short tunic or shirt, extending only td"the 
knees, a mantle clasped over the right shoulder, and a straight 
sword hanging in a belt on the left side, Ne»her beards nor 
mustachios were worn by either, and only a smaIl portion of short 
curly hair was seen beneath' a smooth cap, that fitted close to the 
skull.. and. was fiilpted round by a thick ring, as the Bedouin Arabs 
fasten their ko:1feahs in the Vesert, This was a de.iation from 
Roman cost\\Dle; as well as the plain rings or anKlets which were 
Been o~~~t, Behind the supplicating figure, were two sol: 
diera . ' the first presenting the supplicator, and tlle second 
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extending his clasped hands to implore for him also. The dresses 
of thebe were somewhat diHeTf"nt; fOT, though they had each the 
short tuuie, 'the straight '\'\\o)'d, amI a mautlc clasped hcfore, in­
stead of 011, the bhoulder, they had high heJmets bending forward 
at the top, of the oldest Grecian fOJlfIl; the sty!e of CQuntpnance 

was also different from tIlt' three otJleT,\, described, and they had 
mustuchiol'>, but no beaTch;. Ahove the head of the chief's florse, 
amI hovering at the same time over the supplicatol', was seen 
a winged p;enius, pf(~senting sonfetwlIg, with two broad Bying 
ribands extending from each enq; and, . b~tween the head r-f the 
hOlse and the supplicator, was an insrriptioJJ"I written sideways, in 

~
ian characters. 

J -,tl. 
,f ~ the upper Jeft compartment are ~x men on horseback, 
having close, I;.trniglit, and high caps, not unlike that of the Delhi 
horsemen of Turt.:(·y, but 80mcwlJat lower, pnd rounded instead of 
tlat-at the top. These lwve short struigil'- hair, short close beards, 
l1~atly trimlQed, smooth at their edge on the choek, in the manner 
of the Turk>, and aU hold up their right arms, and e~nd theil" 
fOfe-finger upwards. 

In the ('ompartment below this, are six other ' horsemen, in 
('xnl'tJy t.he MUle dress and the same attitude; but these have the , 
bushy hair of their chicf, and were, Mhaps, more distinguished 
guards, <IS ther" i~ only this difference between them and the 
others. 
~n the fin.t upper ('ompartment on the right are three roeu on 

foot, each holding a .tandard. 1:beii'"dresses are simply a short 
shirt, girdro round the waist, and they have no a~~ ~hatever. 
The 6r>t has bush) hair, a long sharp beard, aIJd a high pointed 
honnet; the sec,lnd has short curly hair, with a very small bush 
behind, and no beard, nor a.ny covering on his head; ..the third, 
who holds his standard with both hands, and \s stlnding at ease, 
has loug ('urly hair, and a high bonnet, which f.lli ~d at t.J>e 
point, like the cap of liberty. These two have an~f~. . 

I n the next compartment to this, are three ~ilJa fOOt. with 
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short dresses, and long straight swords: tlJese have rnust.,\chiok 
only; their heaus ar~ high and Barrow at the top. and their hair 
is cut, trimmed, and plaited ill the form of a 'Vclsh wig. \Vhnt 
they hold in tllt'ir right 'hands j~ not distin ctly X('t'lI; anu two of 
them 8el~m to have 5crolls lSf paper in their left .. Tht'S(:' wenr 
)OOfooC trowser!) heneath their sllirts, and no H("ck('lotlll>.. They 
follow each other closely, standing in 1\ firm attituoC', ano the 
s tyle of tlu:';r heaus and countcllanCl'l-i il>. (luite peculiar. TIlt' 
next compartment app~ars never to have bt~t'n ~l'ulplllreo at all. 

The first lowl'l' <!ornpartmeut on th{' rip;ht ('ontains' thrcp In t.'n 
on foot, with short bhirts, trowsC'rl!'l, and s"1 ndais, withont heardlS or 
mustaehios, flno helmet., fitting clost' to til(> hrow a.nd skull, amI 
falling broati over the Jleck and 1oihouhler;. The firl>.t pf bhl'SI? 
holds somdhing in his right hand, in the ad of prc10itmti llg it, hut 
it is not rlistinc·t: d~e other two Jmve l>.hort spt'arR ill tJlCirN, nnel 
each has a long straiglrt sword, with it most di l>.propurtionately 
IOD~ handle. • 

The next compartment, following still to the right , ('outains 
three men on font. with short shirt~, girded around tht"> waist hy 
cords, neatly knottt">d before, ill a pt.'l'uliar way. ami \OO~t' Howing ­
trowst:rs. These have lnusta<'hios only, short. hail', with a ~mall 
bush of ourls hehilld, all~~/e without allY ('overiTlg fol' the head. 
!he first holds ill his right hand a ring. with his arJll c'i:h'ndetl in 
Ii right angle with his body; the second rt!sts his left. halld on ~i~ 
waist; and the third seems to hold a s('roll jlJ his extendell 
right hand. 

The last compartment contains a repetition of the la.lit three 
figures, whose short shirt~ are girded with cords in the l>.lune way 
as the former. but are curved upward at the bottom, while the 
others are straisflt, and hemmed or hordered. Their trowsers are 
the same; and, like the form er figures, these are unarJlled. The 
lim holdB up, &etwecD both his hands, ,omething in 'the shill''' of 
a brick or hmna stone; the second iJears what is more like a hand­
saw, of the sha~' still used in Persia, than any thing with wllit.'h ] 
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could compare it; and the last has a circular vessel, like a very 
large globular bottle, with a straight neck. " TbeS(> two last com­
partments may possibly be meant to represent unarmed artificers, 
and relate to the founding and building-of the city, as there are 
here stones or bricks, water, and tools. 

The figure~ in these sculptures are 1111 a!'l large as life, and in 
little less than half-relief. The horses are very fine; all the 
figures are well drawn, in good proportions, and the difference °of 
feature. style of countenance and costume, is very striking. 

From hence we went across the stream, which was narrow, 
rapid, "and deep enough to take us up beyond the middle, with no 
path for o~r hOJ:6(>R; the water was sweet, anit beautifully transpa­
rent. - After long exertion we made a path through the thick 
rushes, and came ul? to a large tablet, in which were sculptured 
two colossal figures on horseback, facing each other: the one on 
the \'eft had simply a I'igh bush of curfed hair, coming up through 
tbe centre of a plain crown; and held in his right hand a ring, 
which he seaned to offer to the other. The one on the right, 
which appeared in other respects to be the principal figure, was 
distinguished by the elevated globe rising from the centre of a 
radiated diadem, or<\. in his right band he held a i1ying riband, 
with something in the middl~ like tift. -..b1em of the winged ge­
nius, on the other side; and this he appei:'red also to present to the 
other horseman., The dresses and general style of the whole were 
like that of the ohief on the other side; but {he figures here are 
nearly double the size of life, and in' proportionately full relief. 
Behind the principal hero is an inscription rudely cut. ' 

Beneath tlris rock. ran a channel for wa~ p..obably of more 
recent date; as the '!,Team has there worn away the bottpm of the 
sculpture. Some Mohammedan visitor had taken 'the pains to in­
scribe his name on the haM rock between the head. of the hot'les, 
in 8. way that must have cost him nearly a day Wj,~; bllt 
there was no date to it. The tradition of the ~e is that. 
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both the town and castle were destroyed in the first ages of M ().. 
hammedism, when the zeal against infidels was at its highest. 

A few yards east of this, and higher up in the cliff, is a large 
tablet, divided into five compartments. In the central OBe above, 
and fronting the spectator, sits the principal personage, whose most 
remarkable distinction is ,the enormous bllSht:s of hair on each 
side of his heaL!. and on the top. The style of it is exactly in 
the fashion useu to this day by the Samauli negro('s, ~m the 
coast of Adel, ncar the entrance of the Red Sea. With his right 
hand he leans on a thj(:k staff' or spear, and his left is placed on 
the hilt of a straight sword, 011 which he also rests, holding it .per­
pendicularly before ·him. The seat of this chief' is not 'visible; 
but be uses the European posture, like the"old sitting figures at 
Thebes and Persepolis. . 

In the left upper eompartment are ten or twelve figures in 
different costumes, mostl,Y' Hke those on the other side, mid, as far 
as I could tlistinguisll, sO!De of the:m seemed to be presentjn'7l 
other persons to the chic#: 

In the upper right compartment were about the same num· 
ber of figures, in the same variety of dresses; hut 'the d('::;ign wa. ... 

more distinct, as here guards are evidently bringing in prisoners, , . 
some of whom are bound, other5- have their arms folded in an 
attitude of defiance, and 1ithers again are preparing to resist the 
force used to push them on, though they aJ C lma~med. 

In the left-hand lower compartment arc an equal numher of 
persons, mostly in the sal8e dresses, with bushy hair and long 
swords, on which they are leaning with folded ann.. At the head 
of them, a grooDl' mth a close head-dress of a different kind from 
any of the other .. ' leads a small horse, which has a matta" .. or 
lea.them water-bottle, hanging by its side. as now used in Persia, 
aM ready for the journey. 

In the right-hand lower compartment is, first, an executioner 
p ...... nting in each hand a dissevered head to the chief above. 
Behind him stands a litlie boy holding fast by his short garment. 

!l x 



338 VISIT TO THE RUINS OF SHAeOOR. 

Next follow prisoners bound, executioners with large axes of a 
peculiar shape, others bringing vases, and a little boy riding on an 
elephallt, of excellent shape, but disproportionately small si.e. 

About a hundred yards north-west of this, in the same cliff; 
and to pe' got at hy going along the channel for water at the foot 
of the rock, is a large tablet, exeavated in a concave form, and di­
vided hito seven compartments. 

In the first divisioll, beginning on the upper corner on the 
left, are about fifteen horsemen, with dresses and helmets as in the 
first compartment on the other side, each extending their right 
arms, and holding out their fore-fingers. 

OpJlosite fo this, on the right, comes, first, one who holds a 
ring, a~(l is followed by chiefs and men of distin<:tion, with short 
Mose shirts and trowsers, short hair, mustachios, and bare heads. 
The first of this train holds a sceptre or mace, and RaI:i a wide scarf 
flowing from behind him ; ·the second holds a cup: the next, a 

. sword; the two nC)Et are indj~tinct; the one following has the egg­
like cmblem of the killg, withOut his crown, held horizontally or 
l~ngthwise on his hand;. the last has also a c~p;--and all these are 
on foot .. In l'I:te second compartment, on the left, the same de­
sign is aI:rbo!oit E!xactlv re-peated,-the parties, however, are here aU 
on horse\>ack. 

Opposite to this, on the Tight, are fig1ll:es with the same dresses 
as those above, except that ~ey have close caps on their headS, 

.. while the curly heads of the others are bare. The first of these 
figures is indistinct; the three next, by crossing thei.t spears on 
each others shoulders, carryon them a bale packed with two 
broad bands: the next earries on his back a ~ full of something: 
the next holds a ba¥t in his hand: and tI,e last bears a long 
package on ltis head,. w~i1e a lion walks beside him. 'This mulli 
evidently relate to the bringing in of spoils from some conqu .... 

In the c-entre of a long compartment below these; spreading t~ 
whole breadth of the tablet, is the chid; in the same we .... bo, 
fore. his horse treading on an extended beidy, a suppliant kneeliDII: 
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before him, and he holding another with the same dress, in his 
right-hand. It is, ill' short, a perfect miniature of the large de­
sign described on the other side, except that here, insteali of the 
attitudes of the two soldiers standing before, one of them, in a Sa~ 
sanian dress, is presenting the chief with a ring in the usual way. 
Above is the winged genius, but. · l could perceive no in~~ription. 
Behind them are men leading a mule, to judge by the form of i~, 
tail ; one bearhlg a. large burthen on his head, amI followed l.>y ano­
ther riding on an elephant; while above them, in the same com­
partment, are l->ix bareheaded figures, shrouded in loose drapery, 
like veils or mantles hung before them. Behind the sovereign, in 
the left of the same compartment, are fifteen or sixteen horsemen, 
the first five of which only have the bushy hair of the chief; and 
as these were probahly officers, it confirms the idea of this being a 
mark of distinction. 

In the left-haud compartment beJow, the same design of horse­
men is repeated,-th(' dr~sses being- also the same, and the hulr 
'of all the figures short and uncurled. • " 

In the right-hand lo"er compartm<\Dt, the first fili!'re seems, 
by his bare head and long robes, to be a priest: with one hand ht· 
leaus on a .staff~ with the other he holds the egg-like emblem horizon:' 
tally, as if to present it to his sovereign. Next follows ?nc in the 
same dress and the same attitude, })Paring a large vasc. After t.his, 
one in a Roman dress, with t)w short shirt, and. mantle clasped 
on the right shoulder, bears a standard. in his right-hand, and with 
his left hs)ds the rein~ of two horRes, Of, judging by their long 
ears, perhaps very handsome mules, who draw .. chariot of three 
stag~s, with small but broad round wheels. Over the heads of 
the mules, anothe'. figure, also bareheaded, and in the .ame Ro­
mall dress, holds the egg horizontally ill "both hal\ds, extended 
&loft to their full stretch. The two succeeding figures are much 
broken, but seem to be men bearing small heavy sacks, as if of 

t ........ re, QD their backs. , 
. The figures ill the compartments to the right of, or fronting 

2x2 
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the sovereign, who looks that way, are all on foot, except the driver 
or" the" elephant; and on the other side, or ~bt'hind him, thpv ~",p 
all on horseback 

A Mohammedan visitor had here also sculptured some Arabic 
inscriptions. .The figures of this tablet are small, but in full re­
lief, ""d of more finished execution than any of the other side. 

About a quarter o("a mile west-south-west of~this, and among 
heaps of ruined dwellings, are the remains of a small square 
edifice, which was probably a temple of worship, as it consisted 
of-only one apartment. It is not more than fifty feet square, and 
faced north-north-west and south-south-east. It is deep in the 
inside beyond'the common level, and is filled with gteen bushes. 
Tbe north:.north-west wall is standing, and would seem to be the 
front; but there-is a great p(,culiarity in it, as there is no door of 
entrance in this, nor the mark of one in aoy other of the sides. 
I t has an arched window cut in a single stone, and this not placed , 
ih the centre of the building. On the top are the mutilated 
bodies of four sphynxes, whieh'face inward to the edifice; so that 
it would seem from tIM, not to I>ave been roofed originally. The 
stones ar~ large, well ,t;l!Wn, ""hemely regular in shape, which i. 
an oblong·squlUe, and"joined with much greater .kill than those 
in the ~tform of Peroepolis, though, from being a soft Iime-otone, 
the edges are more' worn and rounded. The walls are ahout 
fineen feet thicl<; the space between the inner and outer facing 
being filled up with unhewn stones, imbedded in lime; . and 
this, as a piece of masonry, is quite equal to Ro~ work$: in 
general. This ~e is called Scr-a-goh, or the oow!8 'n~ad, from 
the suppo .. d resemblance of the sphynxes to 00"'$. 

About a quarter .of a mile to the south-west of this, ' going 
through hellps of ruin~ dwellings, all of a common kind. we 

Sapor, or Shahpoor, the Susanian monarcll from whom this city wu named, ria co. 
ducted to Antioch by a Pageant Emperor of his election, who wore the tpGrple of tbe 0.\.,.. 
-HutorJ/ of Per.w, vol. i p. 98. 
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found " lat$" square enclosure, called the Me.jid, or Mosque. 
The interior of the 'open space presented two portiol1j; of wall 
belonging to some small edifice of ancient date, the plan of which 
could not be traced. It had since been built oi,. by more modern 
and inferior works. Close to this were tbe fragment$: of two 
pillars; the shafts of whi('h were plain, formed of many small 
divIsions, and about three feet in tiiametl!r, but no capitals were 
near. The exterior wall of this elldo~ure was of very inferior 
masonry; amI from 10op..llOles in the top, and the appearance of 
a parapet there, it seemed to have been ollce used as a fort. Its 
dimensions were about a hundred ft.-et square. There was near 
this the darned sepulchre of' an Imam Zade, whose llame we 
did not leaI'll: and among the tombs of those around it were 
some of five, and others of three hundred years-old, the inscrip-. 
tions of which were.in Arabic. The dead were called by our 
companions 'Shapoori; or natives of Shapoor. • This, however, 
throws no light on the ]a~t dat(> to ·whidl the city itst'lf existell, 

as the people inhabiting the "lain are still called Shapoori, and 
are still interred ncar the tomb of tbis J:,ev8I'ed saint.-

We went from hence to gain the mai1\ road hy striking across 
the cultivated land in a south-easterly .Jlrectiop, and bur \\ay 
was full of difficulti •• from the canals and.bushes which. impeded 
it. We were in some degrt'e r~\"041rded by being thrown on two 
small fire altars, which lay detached from evpry 6ther portion of 
ruin, and bore exactly south-east, distant about a quarter of a mile 
from tbe·llItPposed·fort that we had left. 

In the reign of Daharam, the 80n of Hoormuz, aud grandson of Shalipoor, the city of 
.lh •• name appears to have been the capital of the eraplre. It Yla, then that the eelf'brated 
Mani, the founder ()f the sect of the MaOlcbeanl , fl oul,~hed; aDd III a book called Ettang, he 
endeavoured to le<'onc,\D the doc1rmee of the MetempsyC'llosI8, 0(0 taught by the HIlld,OOI, and 
the two prtnciplce of Good and EVil of loraalter, WIth the tene18 at the ehnstlan religIon. Hf' 
~urued to a caveTll, after the fashIOn of Impos.tOf8, and brougbt ont tram thence pallltlOgll 
and •• ting., which he pretended to have received from lI f!aven, ,l.\Id c.l lled IUOiseif the Pa.r ... 
det6, ~ Comforter, proullud by Je~u8 to foll ow him; but he and II.U 1111 dl8clples were at length 
put to \Ieath by u,.hat'8.m, and the skin of the Impostor ",a8 Itrlpped off, aod hune:: IW a' tht: 
gate of the ej'1 of Shapoor.-Hl$tor; of PmlfJ, vol. I. p. lOt. 
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These were of the same semi-pyramidal shape as the ones 
hewn in' the rock, near Persepolis. and aoout the same size, of 
three feet in height, and eighteen inches square. They were 
however fed l"ith fire by a square passage, which went right 
through them, ab6ut midway up the height, and had a large 
square opening goigg from the centre of this to the top, for the 
ascent of the flame Bnd smok.. They we.e \loth perfect, e'" 
tremely portable; and as both together would form only a load 
for a strong mule, they might be brought away from the spot, 
and taken to Bushire with ease."" 

OUf remaining w:y to Der&es was over the same fertile aud 
'wen-watered soil, now choked with thorns and wftd grass, on 
,,~hich cattle were fecdin~; and it was past SUIl-5.et when we reached 
the place, where w{' bad tht' satisfaction of finding the messenger 
returned with our horses 8\ld bagg,!ge froJp Sl]iraz, and a com­
fortable shelter and meel. provided for-us. 

Nov. 7th.-~ left Derecs two hours before daylight, on our 
way to Eushire. In an hour from hence we reached the Rah 
Dan,....where an alarm .. ~s· given at our approachi> SQop after, we 
came (0 a long and narri)w ascending pa."iS, called T~Turkoon, 
and, crossing this, ca.nr. out into a fine plain. J n an hour after­
wards we reached its 'boundary, having on the right a long vHiage 
called Kanaredj, and 'by the road-~ide a small caravansera. This 
led us to the hrow of a lofty lllll, which we ~cenlled by the 
Kotel KanOl~edj . A Rah Dan was placed here also in a narrpw 
passage, through mO~I)tains of lime-stone, slate, a~ veins of 
quartz. SomE' of. the cliffs were very rugged, with ~ost per­
pendicular strata; and the roads were extremely' bad: This 
Kotel, or Pa.."lS, took us an hour to clear. In half an hour from 

• Near Da\r;a , In M.l.zandulIll, orc lome onClcnt places of fire worsllip of a .ingular kind. 
They are archeu uulu built _f ,tone, over a part of the .oil from whence flarue i6llut'l, a.~ 
J',arkook: an~ It calle or pipe being fixed mto the ground near the altar, a Ilgbl bum. up 
through It like the blue flame of .pltlb. but more pure; and to one of thete templ.et even ' 
Hmdoo pllgnms are BallI to resort from the distant banks of tbe nl.flget.-Hutory ~ Perl/a, 
vol. I, p:!OJ.. 
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its foot wc reached a small village of huts, called ' Khish, with 
some ruined houses: ~nd in half an hour afterwards we alighted 
at the caravansera of Koneh Takhta, where we refreshed. This 

. village contains only a few houses and huts, st:ated in the ~~ntrt' 
of a fine and extensive plain, to the north of' ,,,\,,'{'h were large 
groves of trees and gardens. 

From hence ;n two hours we came to another Rah Dan, which 
stOod on the brow of the last range of hills we had to de."cenu, 
hy the steep pass called Kotd Dllhlikee. When we reached the 
valley below this df'scent, wc foum} a fine clear strt'am of water, 
running rapjdly through a dec..'p licd to tnt' wc:,tward, but nearly 
as salt as the sea, so that our horses, thi~ty as they were, 'Yloutd 
not touch it. This Kotel was extremely long, consisting of two or 
three sthges; and was most fatiguit)g to our ~ima)s and oUfselves. 
We came at length t& a-point, from"which we could see nothing 
befo~ us -hut one continu'ed plain. and -n~e blue ' line of the sea 
in the western horizon,-<l!l.object 1 had not wftnessed for man·y. 
months, and one W11ich gave me as much dpHght to behold again, 
as was cxperieniied by the Grech mide,," Xenophon, when' they 
first saw the ~uxjri'e in their retreat from~ .6-sia to Greece. ·}i was 
sun-set before we reached the bottom of thts PllaSS, when we turned 
around to the south to cnter the large village of Dahlikee, wjJere 
we found spelter in a new and good caravansera. ' 

. Nov. 8th.-We .;emaincd here only just tv r.ed .. hepose our 
hdrses, and set out a~iJl before midnight. ' We went southerly 
along the 660t of tb.e hills, as on our rigk:vwas swampy ground ~ 
and in our way we passed some fretid pools, and 'were plagued with 
Bies and musquitoes: the night was calm and wurm. 

The foad gradually turning off to the south-west, we came in 
about five hours to the large scattered village of Barazgoon, 
oeated among palm-trees, and four furs\JCks from Dahlikee. 
:F:rom hence we wert' two hours going across the pJain to a 
srnallq, village, called Seeroond j and ~n two hours inore we 
reached the station of Ahmedee, which is accounted by the 
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people to be ten fursucks from Dahlikee, but which we thought 
to be only eight. C 

The water here was exceedingly good: but the people wer 
poor, and nothing was. to be had except some sUlall dried fish 
like smelts. with a few dates, and bad bread. The inhabitants 
all now began to look more like Arabs than Persians. Having 
reposed here under a tree, we kd our hor es; and soon ll-fter . 
sun-set mounted again. We followed the great road across the 
plain, in a south-south-west direction, and after abQut two fur­
sucks, passed a cluster of date-trees on our left, where a caravan 
was halting. This place ad no houses, but was called Chartak. 

In four hourS from thence we reached the walls of Bushire ; 
but as it was night, we could gain no admission within the gates" 
so that we had to wait outside until sun-rise. The sound and 
the smell of the sea were most gratifying to me: but we slept 
but little, from the going out of the women and asses in the morn­
ing, long before aylight, tb fetch water for the day from the 
well in the plain. 

Nov. 9th.---W e ent ed the gate of Bushire at n-rlse, rode to 
the British factory, an leaving our llOrses, went ight to the 
bath; after whi<!h, ~e walked through the dirty and y town, to 
the .Resident's house. here we found a cordi r ~tion from 
a large party of my' c trymen, 'who were sta'ng °th he Resi-
dent, and w e furnished with a room, in • I passed a day 
of complete repose. .. 



CHAPTER X 

STAY AT B I:UIIRl!: -ITS TOWN, PORT, O.MMERCE, AND 

INHABITANTS . 

. My stay at Bu hire was in many r peets agreeable, as, among 
the English gentlemen there, were some few wh se society was 
such as would lessen the tedium of any J?lace of exile, whfch this 

ight really, be considered. My Dervis Ismae insisted on re­
naining with me till I embarked for dia, and repeated his a ur­
noe t . t if the remainder of my way to that country were not by 
ea, an element of which he had an indescribable horror, he would 
ccompany me to the last stage of my journey: and when e parted, 
hich e did with mutual regret, he spurned the idea of receiving 
. e pia tre for his journey. He had accompanied me, he aid, 

rom pure esteem d affection, .though t e journey was 0 long 
~y 
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and perilous; and he should return as he came, without asking of 
me any thing beyond some token or memento; though even that he 
should neyer reqnire to remind him of the frank and opeu-hearted 
Hadjee of Egypt. I indulged him in his wisheR; parted from him 
on the day of our sailing, with no other gift or exchange than 
Inutual pledges of fl'iendlShip and esteem; and subsequently heard, 

. by an Arabic letter from himself, received by m~ while in Ind,&,( 
of his sa.fe return and happy meeting with his. friends at Bagdad, 
about the per10d of my reaching Calcutta. 

The iuformation I collected, from personal observations made 
during my stay at Bushige, will be found-embodied in the Tollow­
ing description :_ 

The town of Bushire, Of, as the inhabitants caB it, Ahu Shahr, 
is seated in a low peninsu1a of sand, extending out from the gt::ne~ 
raj line of the coast, so as to fonn a bay on each side. Its geo­
graphical. pmdtion has bepn pretty accurately detenninf'd to be hi' 
lat:. 29° 0' north, and in ·long .. ')0" 48' ca~t, as the result of many 
repeated observations. The appearance of the to\)1l1, on approach-

• ing it either from the ~~d or the sea, is rath~reeable than 
otherwise, anu Pl'Omise.s"nore tlu,n itr is afterw~rds fOb~d to contWn. 
From the edge of tne'roast, on whi"h It stands, a level plain ex­
tend's hehind it for 'a distalloe of more than forty miles in a straight 
line, where it terminates at the foot of tht> fir&t range of- hills be­
tween Bushire and Shiraz,- anu where the mou~tainous part of 
Persia tn;/y I~ said to commence. These hills, being abrupt and 
lofty, form a fine backgr<.mnd to thf' view in clear weather, and 
their diRtance giving them the blue haze which often leaves onlY 
their outlines distinct, they",fford a picturesque reli~f to the mo­
notony of the scenery near the coast. The town itself is seate4 80 

nearly on a level with the water's edge, that the tops of the houses 
a.re first perceived as if rising out of the sea. The general aspect 
present. a number of tall square towers, called ba'lf.l!eers, or wind­
catchers, and constructed with passages for air, during the ex-

• From the ArabiC r.t.lliterally, the Father of Citi8l. 
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cessive heat of summer, to ventilate the houses over which they 
are erected. The dwellings are all tlat-roofed .and terraced, and 
mostly b\lilt of a light-coloured and friable madrapore, or coral­
line; and as there are no domes or minarets seen among them, and 
a total absence of trees, gardens, or verdure, the whole picture is of 
a dull, grey, sandy hue, particularly uniuviting, and even fatiguing 
to the view umlpr a sultry bky: indeed, except when the weather 
is..suffidently dear to unveil the mountains of the uackground, it 
possesses no relief; uut thp. only contra., ... t it otters is ;f change from 
the Mue surface of a level sea to the Yf'llow plains of .. a parched 
and saftdy desert as level as itself. 

On landing, the scene is not at all improved: the town is 
now found to stan~partly 011 a slight eminence, which is great­
est in its centre, and is not morc than one hundred ft:et at 
its highest elevation fruIn the sea. }~rom thence it shelveb gC'utiy 
"down to the beach on either bide, wllere the houst's arc literally 
built upon the sands. The whole. numher of dwellings does 
not amount to {Jlorc than fifteen hundred, of whidl one-third, at 
least, are reed eDGlo8ure.s, s~rcely deservlng eVen the Harne of huts, 
as "most of them are. unroofes, and are !~hahitcd by none but 
blaves and the very ]owe~ ordcr of the ~ople. Tht.· houses are 
built chiefly of a friahle stone comp"""d of sand am) shells im= 
bcdded in clay; and the best of them are constructed of burnt 
bricks brought "from Bussorah. The·styl~ "f architecture is that 
which prevails in Arabia generally, with slight additiops of the 
Persian kind. The buildingg are large, square, flat-root"bd, laid 
out in central courts ando small apartnicnts, badly lighted, and 
often as badly aired. Excepting the. East India Company's fac­
to", .the residence of the Governor, and a few good dwellings of 
the mf'rchants, }J@fticularly the Annenians, there is scarcely one 
comfortable, and certainly not one handsome edifice ill the place. 
The streets are so many narrow alleys, without sufficient heigbt of 
wall on either slde to shelter the passenger from the sun, the only 
advantage' that narrow streets possess; .(Id they are totally with-

i/vi/ 
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out orde\" 01' regularity in their windings and direction. The 
mosques are all open buildin~s, without. domes or minarets, and 
are inferior hoth in general appearance without, and in their neat­
ness within, to those seen in the smallc:st villages of A'rahia. Cof­
fct>-houses there arc none that .1 remember to have ReeD, as this 

• 
beverage is nut mud} in use among the inhabitants. The only 
bath that exists here, i,8 small, meitn, filthy, and .badly attended; 
and the bazaars are simply benches covered hy a roof of matted 
rafters, of the most wretdlcd l}'Ppearance. There are one or two. 
good caravanseras near the landing-pla('c for boat~, oc('upi.ed hy 
and belonging to Armenian mercllants; but those belonging to the 
Mohammedans hardly deserve the name. 

Tht" town is open to the north-east, whfth fronts the inn~r 
harbour: to the south-west, which fronts the outer roads; and is 
endosed only across the peninsula hy a poor wall extending from 
sea to sea, and in which is the gatt' of exit and entrance to and 
frum Persia. There is nothing in all this that can deserve the 
name of a fortification: and the only defence which it presents 
to~ards an enemy, iI a fc!'W dismounted guns, .ithout this gate, 
on the land side; a ""(tery of six or eight nearly abreast of the' 
factory, in the south-west quarter of the town; and half a d"l'en 
athe,.., pl~ ~fo;'e ~e Custom-house, in the norta...ast quarter, 
and facing the itlner harbour,---all of them of different ca+ibre, and 
mounted on carriages of such a crazy kind, as ,"ould aertainly £011 
to pieces on a second or third discharge. On the south-west side, 
which faces the outer Toads, it is aU a 1evel sandy beach, which,. 
from its being shoal water near it, is belt on by an a1lJOst constant 
surf, tbough not of such violence as to prevent the lari8.ing of boats 
in moderate weath~r. 'rhe north-east, which faces tile inner har­
bour, has a whvf or two for landing goods on, and is altogether 
better ./leltered; though, from the number of the sand bank .. and 
the di""l'jIity of <lhannels between this place and the shipping, it is 
not easily accessible even in boats, except to those in some degree 



1TS POPULATION, 

acquainted with the shoals; but it is always preferred alo; the safest 
and best landing-placo. 

The population of Bushire has been variously estimated, and 
has no doubt been at a very different standard at differc~nt periods. 
At present, the most favourable accounts do not make it }nore than 
ten thousand, and the true number is perhaps still less. The 
Ahl-~l-Bushire, pr the rffCt' of Bushire, a~ they are emphatically 
called, present a di~agreeablt" mixture of the Arab lind the Per~dan; 
in which, whatever i'S amiahh.· in ~ther character seems total1y rc­
jected1 and whatever iR viciom. in hotll is retained ancI even 
cherished, These form the great hotly of the people; and their 
dress, their language, their manner!o>, and their general appearance, 
-all bespeak their mongrel breed. The chief occupations of these 
are trade and comme~e on a continec.l scale, fishing, pilotage, and 
the navigation of their own vessels of the port. In person, they 
are neither so meagre nor so swarthy as tht> real Arabs of the op­
posite coast; but they are equally ill-featured and dirty, and desti­
tute of the high spirit, the feeling of honour.ltIld the warm hospi­
tality which diUinguish these; they "l,:,-ill, however, all their 
meanness in hargain~, and their uisjlt)sition for robbery and plunder 
of l'ropnty not attsinable by better means. Thei! dress is equally 
a oombinatioll of the Arab and Persian garments, without being 
purely the costume of either. Thp shirt, trowsers, and zuooon, or 
ol.\ier garment, are PerStian; but the turba,p end the abba, or cloak, 
are Arabic,'-the one is formed of the blue ('hecked doth of Mus­
.cat, or the brown cloth of Shooster ; and the other of the nHtnufac­
tUre of Lah.., Katec£, alti Coete, 011 the opposite sh<lte. The 
black sheepskin cap, the most peculiar feature of the Persian dress, 
is wOI'n only by such as come down from the higher country and 
remain as sojoUfJ}P.rs here, and is in no instanc'e tlseu hy.a native 
of Bushire, The common language is Persian, but of so harsh 
and corrupt a kind, that the natives of Shiraz, who pride them­
""lves on the purit} of their tongue, affect to treat it as almoot 
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unintelligiWe ;. and short as is the djotance, and constant as is the 
communication between these places, I scarcely ever remarked a 
greater differcllce than .ere is between their different pronun­
ciations of the same words: the one is a model of tke most har­
monious utterance;" the other is nearly as harsh as the most ill­
spoken Arabic. This last language is understood by most of the 
natives of nu~ire; but they have as little elegaqce in their way 
of pronouncing tllis, as "they have in speaking their own tongue; 
and one mu~t hear th~ Arabic of Bushire, to comprehend how harsh 
and disagreeable its sounds are capable of being made. This double 
corruption is the more striking, as they live dose bo, and in con­
stant communication with Shiraz, where ·Persian is spoken in its 
greatest purity; and they both trade with and 'k-e('eive freq,uent 
visitors froin Cocte, or Graen, on the opppsite coast, where the 
Arabic is spoken with all the softness and harmony of w?ich it is 
.\,usceptible, and in a way superior to that of any other part of 
Allubia in which I had heanLit. 

TIle merchants of llushire are compased about equally of t'er­
sians and Armenians. 1.1be latter, however, are men of more 
extensive connexions with India; and us they possess more1l\ctir. 
vity, intelligence, and integrity of dealing, so they 8J"e ~more 

wealtby; and this, 'with the countt!nance which the)( reeeive from . . 
the Company's ltesident here, is sufficient to give them:~onsider_ 
abl~'inHuence lb the place .• There are no Jews, ot~ny note, as at 
Bussor&h; nor Banians, .. at Muscat;-thc Arme,"all~ supplying 
the place of both, as brokers and agents for others, as well as 
traders on their own 'account; and as these both write and .speal'­
Engli.h and Hindostanee, they are more generally useful to mari­
time mell, and nlert';8ntile visitors from India. 

The .Governor of the tOll'n, Sheik Abd-el-Russool, is of a family 
long resident here, and he exercises aU the responsible functions 
of the government, though he has an uncle, Sheik Mohammed, in 
whose presence he himself stands, and to whom he always yields' 
the greatest honours. Both of these, when they walk out, are 
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attended by a guard of abou\' ,twenty armed men, .s well as ser­
vants; yet these add 1l0thil1g teven to the apparent dignity of the 
persons whom they attend. It is the dllitl' practi~ of both thest' 
chiefg.-to come down before noon, and after EI~Assr, to the Sea­
side, fronting the harbour, where they sit on the bench of' a 
miserable matted hut, erected for that purpose, and derive great 
satisfaction frolll the salutes of passengers, and from ohserving 
what may be doing among the shipping. When Sheik Moham­
med, who is the eldest, but not the actual Governor, happens to 
be there, his nephew first stands at a respectful distance, with his 
hands folded beneath his cloak. He is then desired to seat him­
self, which he does frequently on the ground, and in the humblest 
and plost obs<:u;' place tMt he can find behind I,is uncle. After 
some time he is desired to advanct' forward, and ]le teutun's to 
change his first seat for a hetter one j and this farce continues, 
until, after repeated invitations, he becomes St'ated in front of his 
stlperior, while all the rest stand; b\lt he never shares the same 
bench with his relative. 

The forces of this government vary in, numher and description 
¥ elery different period of the year, as they are mostly compo~d 
of persons whose services are demanded at the exigency of the 
moment; so ~hat thert> are sometimes not an pundred, and at 
others more than a thousand in pay at oncc, 'These, like ~he 
soldiers of all tile Turkish, Persian, and A rabian~ countries, are 
mostly horse.~n, paid by the chiefs whom they serYe, without dis­
cipline or uniformity of dress, and furnishing t'ven their own arms 
and accoutrements" at their own caprice. The Governor is nOIDI,.. 
nally subject to the Prince of Shiraz, and through him to the 
King of Persia. to whom he pays a yearly tribute; but thi~ is often 
withheld on slight pretexts, and nothiJIg but the power to be able 
to maintain an independenee is wanted, ~nce the oisposition mImi. 
rests itself on almost every occasion. 

. Notwithstanding the meanness of BuslUre as a town, it is the 
best, e""epting Bussorah only, that now exists in the whole of the 
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Persian Gulf. It possesses co~able importance, when con­
sidered as the only port of such at' .. extensive empire as Persia; 
for it is through th,is allannel alone that all her supplies from 
India by sea are received. The former .plcndour of Ormuz 'l"d 
Gombroon, or Bunder Abassi, at the entrance of the Gulf, is 
known to have been derived from their commerce only, whe~ they • • 

stood in the same relation to Persia generally, ~s depOts for ~a,... 
ritime commerce, that Bushire does at present. The history and. 
the fate of these settlements are known- to everyone. They 
were once splendid cities: they art' now no more. Whether this 
be a fate that... awaits Bushire, Or not, would he difficult to pro­
phesy; but as it has never attaine(.l for its merchants the wealth 
which the liherality·,md llIunifi{'(>llce df Abbas tte Great allowed 
his subjects to aCtluirt"; and a:s its trade, ~though sufficiently exten­
sive, is crippled by the overwhelming pressure of a long train of 
exactions continueu from the sea to the inland capital; it is likely 
tllat it wiN never arrive at the pitch uf opulence tf, which Ormuz . 
and Gomhnloll attaiucu, nor, for a. loag period at least, ~ink to 
the utter desolatioll of thesE' proud mans, since no change can be 
so IIW.ch for the worsc as to effect such a total abandonment. ' .. 

··Thc ~rade at present existing between Persia and India admits 
of the average arrival of twelve ot fifteen merchant-ships yearly 
from Bengal a1)(l Bombay. · · Not more than half their cargo is 
however landed here; and often not more th.., thirtl, as a por,.. 
tion of it is usually taken out at Muscat, and a still larger portion 
goes on to Bussorah. :From Beqgal are brought rice, sugar,' in­
digo, pepper, and spices, with a Small assortalent of muslin and ..t.... •• 
piece-goods. ~1'otn· Bombay are imported the annual supplies of 
iron, steel, tin, lead', and woollen cloths, sent by the East India 
Company, and contmued .. be sold yearly at a loss, in conse­
quence of their being obliged by their charter to export a certain 
quantity of these articles annu,lly from Great Britain, and to 
force a market for them where the)' e&n. The , productions Df 
China, in sugar, sugar-<:andy, p~ed ginger, camphor, and 
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porcelain, are also brought frdJo'oBombay, as well as cassia, cloves, 
nutmegs, and other productioils of the Eastern Isles. These are 
all taken up into Persia by caravans 01 mules, which pass regu­
larJy between this place and Shiraz. The rice' and sugar of Ben­
gal often find their way to Bahrein, and other islands of the Persian 
G .. lf~as well as the coffee of Mokha, ~hieh is shipped at Muscat, 
i!l order to fill up the vacant ro,,", l.ft by goods being discharged 
there. The ricc of Persia is preferable to that of India, anu coffee 
is not a very general bevcra~e in this country, though it is all over 
Arabia, which sufficiently accounts for the diversion of these two 
articles into other channels 

The returns~ for these imports are maue in Persian horses, 
supplied by .,.,nt'ract for the East India COlllpany's cavalr;- ; in 
old copper, collected in the interior, in dOlFcstic utensils.. &c. 
and sent to Bengal; in assafretida, an article much used in the 
cookery of' Ind,ia; in dried fruits, particulttrly almonds, small 
raisins, quince~, and apricots; in carp~ts for Mohammedan pr.~yt'I'S, 
for mosques, and for private apartment::., the manufacture of the 
country; in otto of roses ;lI1d rose-water, in small quantities; and 
in Shiraz wine. All these articles uo not amount, however, to 
one-third the value of the imports; so that the residue is made 
up in money. This consists of Spanish and Gennan dollars, a 
few Venetian sequins, ancJ otht'r gold coins, but mostly of Persian 
rllpees. Tbe f~ght of all articles from In'lia to Bu.hire is nearly 
the same as from India to Bussoral!, and the bulky articles of 
return are also taken back at the same rate. In treabure, how-, 
ever there is this difference, that while from Bussorab it pays , . 
three per cent. to Bombay, and four pe_ cent, tQ' 'Ben8''I, the last 
risk being nearly double tbat of the first; from Busbire they are 
both paid alike, "t only three per ceat. "'Iually for Bombay and 
Calcutta; and the only explanation that one can get for this 
inConsistency of making no advance of freight, when the distance, 
the time, and the risk, are aU do:'bled, is, that it is an ol~ custom, 
..,.J. cannot be broken through. 

'll z 
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The dutieR on merch~ndize eJ.1'l>rt>ed and imported are regu­
lated hy the package and quality of if.e goods. and not fixed by a 
per ct!lltage on their value'. Rice and sugar pay each half a rupee 
per bag; su~ar-candy, a rupee per tub; indigo, fifteen rupees per 
chest: pepper. cassia, dOles,. cardamoms, and othrr spjce~ si" 
rupees pel' bag: camphol, t.wo rupees per box; China ware, four 
rupees per ch'est; Mokha coffee,'~wo rupees per }lale j and sweet­
meats, three rupees yer package~ "The duties on Indian pieee­
goods vary cOllfiidcrably, according to their quality, but average at 
about ten per cent.: and those on the European articles, of cloth, 
iron, s~eel, lead, and tin, at not more than five per cent, on' their 
invoice price. The duties on the exports or returns are still less : 
horses and money, which form the greatest po~tion of these re­
turns, ate both exempt from duties 'of any kind, 3.-0;; well as old 
copper, and Persian carpets; dried fruits pay only one rupee per 
package; assafCEtida, a rupee per jar: rose water, ... two rupees per 
ca"e of several bottleR ; and Shiraz wine is free. 

It'is a common practice for the Governor to appropriate to 
himself such. of the merchandize passing through his port as may 
be convenient to "l!imself, either for his own immediate use, or 
to speculate in as a.n article of commerct:'; but, instead of paying 
for-such go{)(h When thus taken, he suffers the amount to stand 
over as a balance in favour of the owners of them, to be liquidated 
by remitting them the duties.on further imports(till the amount 
is made up. This is naturally an obnoxious mode of dealing, 
in' the estimation of the merc·hants ; but they have no remedy. 
During our stay here, the {;overnor was engaged in a war with 

• some villllji!;e. on the plain behind the town, and was much in 
want of lead for musket-balls. This want, instead of increasing 
the demaad for, and cons .... ently the price of the article, as it 
woul<\. naturally have done under any well-regulated government, 
had actually the effect of stopf'ing the supplies of tbis metal, 
which were laid in expressly for the place. A ve_l lying in the 
roads liad on board several hun~ slabs of lead, shipped at 
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Bombay for Bushire; but tbe"owner of \he,.n, fearing that if they 
were landed, the G0l'ernor"s agents would seize them for their 
m~ter's use, on the usual condition of the long }l.1.yult'nts de­
scribed, requested the captain not to land them here, and pnid 
~ditional freight for carrying the~ 0E to llussorah, where even 
a~ uncertain market was Ix,ttpr than the ruinOl1S~OllC to whi(;h 
they would cI,)J1}c here, by falling into the Governor's hands. 
Voder such a system, light as'die duties 011 men'hamlize lIlny be. 
commerce can hardly be expected to flourish '; and the fact is, that 
there is a disinclination to iSpeculatt.· heyond the actual cOJisump_ 
t.jon~ .and a fear ami restraint in all commercial unuettq,kings. 
which is destructive of the activity that commerce f('(juil'cS to 
make it advance, or even to keep it alive. 

~ As a S~pOft, Bushire has no one go,od quality to recommend 
it. The anchorage of the outer roads in four fathoms water, is 
a.t leru;t six mil~ from the .shore, and is so cxposefi to the full fury 
of the north_west nnd south_east gales, whidl prevail h6l'(~, that 
whenever it hlows a Ringle-reef brel'ze, no hoats call COllWll11licate 

hetwel"n the tOWII and th~ ves!R'I, aud no :-,ul'plies or illformation 
be re(.'civt'd; whitl' the :-ohip hefM,lf riut·s alS hcay~ly as in .the open 
ocean, without thl' least ~ ll('ltcr ; and as the hoJding-gl'Ound is 
good, it is not an uncommon l'vent for vCSlScls to flart tllt' ir C'al;les 
and be driven to sea. The inlll'r harbour is (July · acccs~ible to 

hships drawing less than eighteen feet~ water j uud as the t'ntrance is 
. OVer a bar across,>R channd of less than half a mile wide, such ves­
sels can only go in with a f~lV()urable win~, and at the top ~f high 
water in spring .tidC"s. The depth within increases to three and a 
~rter and three and a half fatho~\s, and the holding-ground is 
good: but here, though the sea is broken off hy the projection of 
the Rohilla Salld~ a ship is expo,ed to~l the force of a north-west 
wind, and the distance is still three or four miles from the IIIhore, 
which renders communication by boats difficult, and often impo!;... .. 
sible, when it blows .trong. It appears by .ome of the older de-
scriptions of Bushire, that tpe E;ompany's cruisers, and other small 

2"z 2 
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.. ... 
vessels, were formerly J'ble to anc1!ijhl1<>se up to the north~t side 
of the Io!>wn, within the inlier harbour; but. the channel · leading 
up to thi.,s will now: scarcely admit of .small duws, ex~pt they are 
lightened. There are anchorage-birtbs for native . boats behind 
some small islan,ds, to the. c"0rth-east extremity of the inner 
harbour, or in ti,; deepest pa~i.of the bight which it forms. This 
was at present occupied ~)' '"the fle~ of a cert~i~ Arab, named 
Rahmah-ben..Jaber, who has been for more th'ln twenty years We 
·terror of the Gulf, and who is the most successful and the most 
generally tolerated pirate, perhaps, that ever infested any sea. 
This man is by birth a native of Graine, on the opposite coast, 
and"nephew of the present governor, or Sheikh, of that place. His 
fel1ow-cit~ens ~~ve all the ... honesty, ~~wever, to declare him an 
outlaw, from abhorrenc~. p'T his profeSSIon j and he has found that 
shelter and protection af1]Jushire, which his own townsmen. very 
properly denied $0 him. With five or 'six vessel .. " most of w.lllch 
a'i"e very large, and manned by crews of from 'two to three hundred 
. each, he sallies forth, and captures whatever he may think himsel( 
strong enough to carry off as his prize i-the vessels of Graine,' of 
Bussorah, .of Bahrein, of Muscat, and even of Bushire, where he 
resides, falling equllUy a prey to him. His followers, to the n'!1"­
ber perhaps of two thousand, are maintained by the plunder of Lis 
prizes; and ns these are most of them his own bought Afric~LD 
slaves, . and the remainder e'lually subject to his authoritr, he is 
sometimes as prodigal of their lives in a fit of anger, a.tlle i$. of 
those of hIs enemies, whom he is not colltent to slay in ~ only, 
but bas~ly murders in cold bl<>od, after they have sub~.. An 
instance is related of his having recently put a great;~mber of 
hi, "own crew, who used mutinous expressions, in~ 't""<' tank 6n 
board, in 'which they usually kept their water, and this .,ing shut 
close-at the top, the poor wretches were all suffocated, and after­
wards thrown overboard. This butclter chief, like the celebrated . '*' Djezzar of Acre, a1I'e~ great simplioity; of dr_ manners, an4 
living; wid whenever he goes out,·1Jt if nqt to be distinguished .. - , , 
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by a Buanger from the crowi ~ his attendilnts. He carries this 
simplicity to a degreeoof !ilthiness wbich is disgusting, as hi, usual 
dress is a ohirt, which is never taken off to be washed from the . . 
time it is first put on till it is worn out, no drawers or l'Overings 
for the legs of any kind, and a Ja~e black, goafs-bair cloak, 
wrapped over all, with a greasy and. dirty handkerchief, called the . -. keffeea, throwJ1 Joosely over his head. 

. Infamous as was this man's life and character, he was not only 
cherished and courted by the peopte of Eusllire, who dread him, 
but was courteously received and respectfully entertained when­
ever he visited the British factory! On one occasion, at which'l 
was present, he was sent for to give some medical gentlemen of the 
navy and the Company's cruisers an. opportunity of inspecting his 
arm, which had been severe1y wounded. The wound was at first 
made by grape.shot and splinters, and the arm was one mass of 
bl""d about the part for several days, while the man himself wa& 
with difficulty known to ~e alive. He gradually recovered, how­
ever: without surgical aid, and the bone of the aPm between the 
elbow and the shoulder· being completely shivered to pieces, the 
fragments progressively worked out, and the singular. appearance 
was left of the fore arm and elbow eonnected to the shoulder 
by flesh, skin, and te"do';., without the least vestige of bone. This 
mao, when invited to the factOl"Y for the purpose of making this 
exhibition of his arm, was himself admitted t.o sit at the table and 
take sOme tea, as it was breakfast-time, and some~ of his followers 
took chairs around him" They were all as disgustingly filthy in 
'appearance as could well be imagined; and some of theJll did nut 
scruple to)lunt for vermin on their skin, of which there was an 
abundance, and throw them beside them on the floor. Rahjnah_ 
ben..Jaber's figure pltsented 1\ meagre trunk, with four lank mem­
bers, all of them cut and hacked, and pierced with wounds of • ""bres, spears, and bullets, in e~ery part, to the number perhaps of 
more than twenty dift''ll'''lIt wounds. Hq had, besides, a face natu­
ranyferocious and ugly, itJtd.n~w rendeted still more so bY-Beveral 
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scars there, and by tht: los of one yeo When asked by one of the 
English gentlemen present, with a tOIlC of enc ragement and 
familiarity, whether he could not still di. patch an enemy with hi 
boneless arm~ he drew a crook dagg r, or yambeah, from the 
girdle round his ·shirt, and laci g his left hand, which was sound, 
to support the e ow of the right, which wa. the one that was 
w.ounded, he gra ped th dagger firmly with his clenched fi t, and 
drew it backward and forward, twirling it at the same time, and 
sayin , that he desired no iI)g better than to have the cutting of 

many thr&t as he could effectually open with this lame hand! 
Instead of being hocked at the utterance of such a brutal wish 
and such a savage triumph at still pos essing the power to murder 
unoffending victims, I know not ho to de cribe my feeling of 
shame and sorrow, whf!D a loud burs f laughter, instead of ex­
ecration, escaped from nearly the whole assembly, when I ven­
tured to express my dissent from the general feeling of admiration 
fo~ uch a man. .. . 



" 

CHAPTER XXII. 

11-1 IE CHIEF' PORT OF 1'1U: PERSIAN GULF.- 1'0-

PUL TION, COMMERCE, AND RE OURCES. 

, BEING de irous of rendering this vulume as complete as possi~ 
ble, from materials colle<!ted by my own personal observation, I am 
indu~d to follow up this &Ccount of Bushire, by a still more en­
larged and comprehensive description of Bussorah, the chief 'POI t 

. in the Persian Gulf, drawn up, as tated below, after a consider­
a Ie stay at e place itself, and that too, within a very few months 

r the termil Jttion the journey and voyage dese 'bed in this 
work. Shortly after my arrival at Bombay, I was appointed to 
the command of a large I 'an ship, the Humayoon Shah; ' in 
which I returned to the Persian Gulf, and made a long stay at 
each of the great marts f t inclu e ithin its boundaries. 
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The opportunities which this alfortled of acquiring-much new in­
formation, as well as of correcting such .... had b ... n previously ob­
tained, were not neglected: and I think I may safely say, that no 
existing account of the Gulf of Persia generaiJy, and of its chief 
ports more especially, will be found to contain more copious or 
more accurate·information than that which it is my good fortune 
to be able to lay before the reader of these pages. The hydro­
graphical observations made in the second voyage, though iin: 
portant to the correct navigation of the Gulf, have been em­
bodied in another work, - as being less interesting to the general 
reader, and such parts of the journal only retained in this, as 
possess the great literary interest of elucidating the early voyage 
of Nearchus, in the time of Alexander the Great, when this sea 
was for the first time visited by the navigators of antiquity. With 
this explanati~m, I proceed to the account of Bussorah, with its 
introductory paragraph, as explanatory of the circumstances under 
which it Wallil composed. 

After a residence at Bussorah of more than three months, 
during which time I made repeawd excursions through the town, 
and had very frequent intercourse with all classes of the native in­
habitants of the place, tIle following particulars were collected, 
and with the impressions to which these gave rilSe, were faithfully 
committed to writing on the spot. 

The town of Bussoraht is seated near the western bank of the 
combined streams of the Euphrates and Tigris, about fifty miles 
below the point oft~eir union at Kourna,t and seventy above the 
point of th~ir discharge into the sea. These two rivers preserve 
their respective names of the Fraat and the Dijel4. from t~ 
sources to taeir puint of union; and the stream there forme~ 
called the Shat-el-Arab, or river of the Arabs, from this !""n. to 

• See Voyage from Muscat to Bu.hire, and rrdib BUlbire to BUBAOrah, in the Penian 
Gulf, published in 'TilE OUENTAL HERALD' for October and Novem~r ISiS. 

t 'r4! Buma i. tbe true ~-whJ' 
t tourna, at the Junction ortbe Tigti •• 'nd. Eup~t.eI~ ope 0( the three Apameu 

built by Selellcu., in honour of hi. first wire, Aparnea . 
• 
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the sea. The position of the British factory, which is nearly 
in the centre of the' toW.lI, has been fixed by astronomical ob­
servations, to be in latitude 80°.~9'.30" north, and in longitude 
41".84'.15". east. 

The form of the town, as enclosed by its walls, is an irregular 
oblong square, its greatest length being in a direction of east­
north·east and ~est-south-west, and its greatest breadth being 
from west-north-we,,,t to east-south-east, lying thus nearly at right 
angles with the stream of the Shat-el-Arab, which rUIlS by the toWll 
from north-north-west to south-south-east. The portion of the 
wall which faces to the east-north-east, passes along the western 
bank of the river, within a few hundred yards of its edge, and may 
extend about a mile in length from south-south-east to l~orth­

north-west. The portion of the wall facing the south-south-east, 
goes nearly in a straight line from the river into the Desert, or 
from east-north-east to west-south-west for nearly three miles. 
The wall facing the north-north-west, and that facililg the west­
south-west, ar(> alrno:,t confounded in one, by the irregularities in 
the line of the first, and by the last being joined to it by a round­
ing or circuit on the north-west, which leaves the angle of their 
union ill-defined. The compass of the whole, however, may be 
estimated at from eIght to nine miles. 

The walls themselves are built of sun-dried bricks, and are of 
considerable thickness at the foundations, with loop-holes for mus­
ketry in a parapet wall at the top, continued all round, and 0c­

casional ports for cannon; but of these there are very few mounted, 
Some portions of the wall are bastioned by circular towers, and 
most of it is crowned with battlements; but the work, though 
Mrming an e/fpctual defence against the Arabs of the Desert, is, to 
the eye of an European, destitute of the symmetry and strength 
required in a fortified barrier; and the wretched state of the whole 
at present, from the neglect of timely repair, makes it look rather. 
like the ruined walls of some deserted city, than the enclosure of , 
one still inhabited. 

8 A 
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The walls of Bussorah have five gates, three of which face the 
south-south-east, and, beginning from that nearest to the river, are 
called Bab-el-Meejmooah, Bab-el-Seradjey, and Bab-el-Zobeir: the 
other two face the north-north-west, and are called Bab-el-Robat, 
which is near the Mekam, and Bab-el-Bagdad, which leads directly 
into the central and most peopled part of the city. These gates 
mostly take their names from that of places to tind from WhlCh 
they lead, and are all of them of mean appearance in their o'ri~ 
ginal structure, and in a state of great ruin from neglect of re­
pairs.-

For the irrigation of the grounds, for the supply of the city 
with water, and for the facility of transporting goods, there are 
three large canals that lead from the river by and through the 
town. The northern and southernmost ones enter just at these 
respective angles of the city walls, and go along in the direction of 
them, on the out."iidc, and within a few yards of their foundations, 
extending all tho way to the opposite angles of the town, and there 
uniting without or beyond the western waH, so as to form a com~ 
plete ditch to the fortifications. From these canals, smaller chan­
nels carry off' the water in different directions, to irrigate the soil 
through which they pass. 

The ('entral canal enters from the river about midway between 
these two, but rather nearer to th(· northernmost one. This goes 
up westerly, through the whole length of the town, and serves at 
once to supply the inhabitants with water for domestic purposes, 
to irrigate the whole of the fields and gardens within tbe walls, by 
channels leading off from it in various directions, and to admit of 
the transportation of goods in the large boats which pass from the 
river to the centre of the town, laden with all the various com ... 
modities that enter into the consumption of the people, or into 
the foreign trade of the merchants here. All these canals are 
filled by the /lood, and left dry by the ebb tide twice in every . 

• There ill a neat one now building, facing tbe aouth-w~t. between tbe Bagdad and 
Zobeir gatti, and to be called Bab Bakna, (rom the DAme of the ptftent MlIt.elellim. 
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twenty-four hours; the only exceptions being when strong north_ 
west winds prevail about the neaps, so as to check the flow of the 
water, and make a continued ebb in the river for two tides follow_ 
ing. As, however, even on ordinary occasions, there is seldom 
more than one flood that can fan at a convenient hour of the day, 
from the ebb lasting mostly eight hours, and the flood only four, 
there h, often aoeonsiderable bustle and noise on the canal among 
th"e boats passing up and down, SO much so as to give an impres­
sion to a stranger of a much more active commerce than really ex­
ists. The canal itself is mud) too naTrow for the conveni .ent pru,_ 
sage of the vessels employed on it; and a, none but the very 
smallest of these can move, except at the top of high water, they 
are often all in motion at once. Boats grounding in their passage 
lie until the next flood floats them, and laden vessels losing the 
springs, sometimes Ii£' in the very centre of the channel until the 
ensuing spring, blocking up the passage entirely for smaller ves­
sels, which might otherwjse have water enough, hut for whi~h 

room is not left to PU!!s. 
For the conveyance of passengers on this canal, small canoes, 

called here hellem, are employed; and these having a clean mat 
in the bottom for the seat, and a light awning over head to shade 
it, are pushed along by the two boatmen who stand in the head 
and stern, and with long poles fitted for the purpose, give the 
canoe sufficient velocity w keep up with a well-manned four-oared 
boat. These are the smallest vessels seen, and these. from having 
only a draught of a rew inches, can be used at any time of ihe tide, 
except at dead low water. From these, there are boats of all size!!, 
up to vessels of fifty tons, which are the largest that I remember 
to have seen on the canal. The canoes are often very long and 
narrow, and froIn the peculiar finish of their prows have a light 
and elegant form. The most usual way of impelling them along 
the stream is by the use of the bamboo poles; but they are some­
times rowed by short paddles, which are used by the rowers al­
ternately from side to side, and then present the appearance so 

SA!'l 
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graphically described in Arrian's report of the Voyage of Ne­
archus, when the lishennen whom they sa" at Kophos, in boats 
similar to these described, were said to have their oars not fastened. 
to their row locks, as in Greek vessels, but to hold them in the 
hand, so that they seemed to dig the water, rather than to row, 
and to toss it up as a labourer throws up earth with his spade." 

There are also circular boats made of basket-work, and covered 
with bitumen, which are from six to eight feet in diameter, ' of 
shallow draught, and capable of carrying six or eight persons. 
These are used both on the canal and on the river, and are pad­
dled or spun along, for they make chiefly a circular motion, with 
sufficient ease. They are called here kufa, and seem to be of the 
same kind as those circular boats made of Teeds, and in the fonn 
of a shield, which are noticed by Herodotus as in use on the river 
of Babylon upwards of 2000 years ago.t 

There is still another species of boat used principally for heavy 
bIJrthens; this is caned a donak, but, from the singularity of its 
form, it is not easy to be described. It rises at each end with so 
much sheer as to be nearly like a crescent, but falls out above, 
where the sheer is deepest, or near the centre of the boat's length, 
as if the timbers had been an twisted from their original place. 
The bottom is quite flat, and the stem and stern rise to a con­
siderable height from the water, falling at the same time inward, 
like the horns of the moon; and the whole is covered with a thick 
coat of bitumen. 

The rest of the vessels employed on the canal are of the com­
mon form used throughout the Persian and Arabian Gulfs; and, 
notwithstanding their inelegant forms above water, \iave often 
beautiful bottoms, and are strongly built. 

The whole of tbese canals, with aU their dependent channels, 
are merely dug out of the soil, without being lined with artificial 
embankments or masonry in any part throughout their entire 

• Voyage of NearchuI, (\. 28. ) Dr. Vincent', tran.lation, vol. i. pp. '1,42. 'to. 
t Herodotu., Clio, <:lI.civ. 
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length; and the few brick-built bridges that are thrown across 
them in different partr of the tOWIl, are of the meanest kind. 

On corning from the river, and going up to Uussornh hy the 
central canal, the entrance is made through a narrow mouth, with 
a circular fort on the left, anti a mosque with a small minaret on 
the right. Several houses follow on each $;ide, those 011 the left 
being chiefly tinV>er-yards, anti storehouses of artidt-'s most in de­
mand for the use of boats and shipping; and that on the right, 
called EI Mekam, havil,g a coasting custom-house, with a coffee­
house, mosque, and the dweHings of those who!)e occupations have 
drawn them to reside around this spot. 

The portion of buildings on the right of the canal at its 
entrance is caned' EI M€'kam,' literally the place of residence for 
the governor's lieutenant,· and was formerly the station (If such 
an officer from the Pasha of Bussorah, who had his o"'n palace 
further up in tlle city. The portion of buildings on tlw left side 
of the canal, and opposite to El Mckillll at the entranCt', is called 
, Minawi.' 

In the time of Hossein Pasha, the son of Ali p .. ha, both 
of them mentioned in the Travels of Pietro della Valle and 
Tavernier, the city of Bussorah was distant nearly two mile·s from 
the banks of the river, and Minawl was then a di5tiuct village, 
serving as the port or landillg place. It wa. .. this Hussein who 
extended the walls of the former tOWll down to the river, and 
enclosed the village of Minawi within it, by which means all the 
intennediate fields and gardens whi{'h had never before, nor have 
even since been built upon, became incorporated with the rest 
The newly enclosed village was then fortified by a strong wall 
continued all around it, and formed nearly an eighth of the whole 

• rlJw lit. A phlCe of rellden('e, a dWf'lhng, 11 nhlll~lon. zd Stttte, dlgmty, condition. 

TbuI, ti.. ~li from r!li Itandmg m, fixed in, ~c. alld rlrw a place, form~ lhe Arabic, 
Turki.l. and P~rlid.n lttl .. of Kaim. Mekam, meaning a lieutenant, Vicegerent; and a. such 
is applied to lhe deputy goveroOf of Conlta.ntulOple, or W <l.lly other IQLlllm Imen •. _ 

Rid.,.dllM', ArabIC Dictionary. V 1809. 
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space enclosed within the walls of Bussorah, even when thus 
extended. 

Dr. Vincent, ill endeavouring to prove the etymology of Tal­
mena, one of the stations of Nearchus, as given by Arrian, to be 
from a ruined fort, takes the Tal from the Hebr.ew for a ruined 
heap, and Mill8 from the Arabic for a for4 whic'h he supports 
by saying that Mina, Minau, at the Anamis, and }finavi at Basra, 
are aU expressive of a fort." But this is not true, as Mina .jn 
Arabic signifies a port, or anchoring-place for ships, t as well as 
a landing-place for boats, and answers exactly to the Italian term 
Scala, which is used throughout the Mediterranean for similar 
places. On the coast of Syria, the town of Tripoli is about a 
mile or two from the sea, and the landing and anchoring place 
before it is called EI Mina. This is the case also at Latikea, just 
abovt.~ it; and even in Egypt, where towns are at a little distance 
from the river, as Cairo, Manfalout, and Assiout, the places at 
wllich the hoats land are called EI Mina, or the port of the town, 
to which it serves as such. In no one instance do I remember the 
application of this, or even a term like it in sound, to a fort, in any 
of the numerous dialects of Arabia which I have heard spoken. 

Mter passing the Mekam on the right, and Minawi on the 
left, the rest of the way up to the city by the canal is hordered 
by a public road on the southern side, and. date~tre~nd gardens 
on the northern, for about half a mile or more; and though the 
cana), from being narrow and low, is exceedingly hot in the day­
time, the sun beating on it with full power, and the high banks 
keeping off all wind, yet, at tbe cool time of morning or evening, 
when the water is high /lood, the passage up and down is 
agreeable. 

At the distance of about a mile from the entrance of the 
canal, the houses of Bussorah are first met with, and these are 
most thickly placed on the southern side. Somewhat leBS than 

• Commerce of the Ancientl in the Indian Ocean, vol i. p .• 63. "o. 
t Lu.. a port, haven, harbour, an anchoring-ground (or thifll.-RicAardIon. p. 1912. 



DESCRIPT10N OF BUSSORAH. 367 

a mile further up is the British Factory, which, presenting a 
circular brick wall to\fard the river with arched windows or ports, 
and having a large gate towards the creek, with sentries, flag-staff; 
&c. has all the appearance of a fortress, aud is indt'ed by far the 
best building to be seen in the whole city. 

Within the next quartpr of' a mile above this is the Seraia, or 
palace of the l\tutesellim, and the CU.l\:tom-housl', both of them 
buildings of the meanest kind, and in the worl':t state of repair; 
and just above this las t, the bridge that crosses the canal in a line 
from the Bagdad gate, renders it unnavigable furthpr np, though 
the stream itself contiuues till it reaches the other extremity of 
the tOWI1. 

The rise of water in this canal is about eight f{'et perpen­
dicular with the flood of spring tides, and six feet with the flood 
of the ncaps, and at· low water it is nearly dry. Tbe time of high 
water at the full and change is five P. M., or about an hOUf t'arlicr 
than it is in the middle oi' the river opposite to the point of this 
canal's discharge. 

The space actually occupied by buildillgs does not {'omprise 
more than one-fourth of that which is enclosed within the walls 
of Bussorah, the rest being laid out in corn-fields, rice-grounds, 
date-grov!"S, and gardens, in this respect it has been vcry aptly 
c~mpared to tncient Babylon. a great portion of whid\ seems, by 
the account of all the historians who have ue.;;cribed it, to have 
been laid out in the same way. The buildings thl'lllSeives are 
badly planned and constructed, and are mostly as ddici('nt CVPII 

in what are held by their occupiers to be convt'uieH('es awl CODl­

forts, as they are to the ey(>s of a stranger destitut(> of beauty. 
}I'rom the want of stones, which are here s('arcely to he found 

or met with in a journey of many miles, the walls of the city, 
as well as by far the greater number of dwelliJl~ within it, are 
built of sun-dried bricks_ The few houses that have kiln-<lried 
bricks in their walls, are too inconsiderable in number to fonn 
an exception, and are confined to the British factory, the 
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Ser~ia of the Mutesellini, one or two of the principal. mosques, 
and perhaps half a dozen mansions of rich 'men in (liifeTf"nt parts 
of the town. The scarcity and consequent high price of wood, 
occasions the trunk of the date-tree to be almost the only sort 
employed in building i and this, from its fibrous nature, cannot 
be wrought into a regular shape by all the art of carpentry. 
Stone aud wood are therefore rarely seen, and the buildings, from 
the necessary confinement to such materials as are used in them, 
are all of the meanest appearance. 

In assigning an etymology to Bussorah, Dr. Vincent say~ 
'Basra, Bozra, and Bosara, is a name applicable to any town in 
the Desert, as it signifies rough or stony ground; and thus we 
have a Bosara in Ptolemy near Muskat, and a Bozra, familiar 
in Scripture, denoting an Arabian town in the neighbourhood of 
Judea, taken by the Maccabees,'. The Hebrew signification, as 
a:pplied to the Bozra of the Scriptures; is consistent and appro­
priate, since that town is' really seated on rough and stony 
ground, and so probably was the Bosara of Ptolemy near Muskat, 
judging from the general character of the country there. The 
Arabic Bussra, (for that is the nearest pronunciation of the name 
'J"!) though allied perhaps to the Hebrew Bozra or Botzra, has 
yet some distinguishing features of differencE:'. ~ is interpreted, 
1st. Whitish stones. 2d. A kind of earth, out of which they dig 
such stones. 3d. The city of Basra or Bassora, as seated on such 
ground. 1'hc whitish stones cannot be the meaning of the name 
either of Bozra in Syria, or of Bussorah on the Euphrates, as the 
former is on a bed of black basaltic rock; and in the latter there 
are no stones of any description at all. Although this name is 
applied equally to the earth, out of which such stones are dug, I 
could not learn, during my stay hare, that the earth of Bussorah at 

• • 

• Goliua ad Alfrag. p. I to. TerrfJ UQI6Q tt iUl'ido'fl. But He n'V1::a under 'In. Botlratl) 
dtlutlltR a. Batzar cI"",;" quia clauduotur aqulP. from hence, add. the Dean, &izIJr for u. 
emporium, alld urbs munita, quia circtlmrialldlhlr, to which the Bu1'$l or Cutbage it allied._ 
V",emt', C0IIf1lleru of llu A~c'nd/. 4'(. vol. i. p. 4036, Dote. 
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all'produced any such stones; and t~e""ly differenc. between the 
soil of the present to .. n, and that of th"-"Id city, which is supposed 
to ~ve been near Zobeir, is that th.,. one is more ;andy than the 
other; but both are equally destitute of stones. There is another 
meaning given to.,r:u as signifying ' the side, border,' or margin; 
a sense tbat would apply to the Hebrew Bozra, as it was the 
easternmost tow(I of note in all the Ha~rall, and 'bordered' upon 
the country of the Nabateans, but still more suitably to Bussorah, 
which was UPOIl the' SIde and margin' of Arabia itself, and near the 
banks of the Euphrates, which in all ages has been considered 

• 
as its eastern boundary by land. l'he Hebrew and tbe Arabic 
names, though differently spelt by us, W}1O know and preserve the 
distinction between them, are written and pronounced t'xactly 
alike by the respective inhabitanu. of each, who, it is true, are all 
Arabs. The word Bazar )14 is of a different origin in its root, and 
of different orthography, and means equally a place wllere goodlS 
arc publicly sold, or tll{' act of bargaining for purchar;;e and sa:le 
in private, and docs not seem allied to either of the others. 

The population of Bussorah has varied at different periods of 
its history from 500,000 to about 50,000 inhabitants. The former 
is supposed to have been t.he mu..cimum of its most flourishing 
state; the lattC'f tIle minimum, after the dreadful ravages of the 
plague in 1113-when upward~ of 300,000 souls are baid to have 
fallen victims to this destructive scourge. It is true that at the 
time of Mr. Niebuhrs passage through this place, which was in 
1764, he supposed the population scarcely to have excPeded 
40,000; and by a calculation of one hundred houses to each oi 
the seventy mehalles or parishes of the city, and seven dwellers to 
each house, which he thought was the ntmost that could be 
allowed, the number made onlj' 49,000. But in an interval of 
mne years, which passed until the plague of 1773, great ooanges 
migbt have been effected in the state of the surrounding country, 
and a surplus P"Pulation of a still greater number have been 
drawn to the city, by causes which offered brighter prospects to 

5 B 
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the inhabitants of it. Such sudden changes are not uncommon In 

the great cities of the Eastern world, 'and, more particularly in 
those which, like Bussorah, are frequently exposed to become 
subject to different masters, and be 'contended for as a frontier 
post between two warring powers, and whose prosperity, even in 
times of political tranquillity, depends on so prt.'Carious a founda­
tion as foreign trade. 

At the present moment, while it enjoys sufficient security fri,)m 
all dangers without, and is subject to its old masters the Turks, 
who preserve good order within, the population is on the increase, 
and may amount altogether to nearly 100,000 souls. About one­
half of these are Arabs, wlc-fourth llersians, and the remaining 
fourth a mixture of Turks, Armenians, Indians, Jews, and Ca­
tholic Christians, with a few Koords from the mountains of Koor­
distan, and a small portion of the Arab Christians, called Subbees, 
or disciples and followers ol'oJohn the Baptist. 

, The Arabs arc in1:1stly persons born in the town, or in its 
immediate neighbourhood, with occasional settlers from Bagdad, 
KDurna, and the villages along the banks of the Tigris and 
Euphrates, as well as some few Desert Arabs from the country of 
N edjed, and trading people from Coete, or Graine, the great sea-port 
of that part of Arabia. The occupations of the Arab population 
are chiefly commercial among the higher order, and"labour and 
cultivation .jlmong the lower. The religion of both is of the 
Soonnee sect of Mohammedism, and they are in general suffi­
ciently tolerant to those of a different faith. The dress of the 
merchants, who are originally of Bussorah, as well as those who 
come from Moosul and Bagdad, differs but little jt'om that of the 
same class of people in Syria, except that ii i .. bere gayer and more 
costly in the same ' rank of life. Indian muslins and Angora 
shalloons are Worn in the summer; but fine broad cloths, of the 
brightest colours, Indian stuffs, and Casbmeer shawls, form the 
winter apparel; and these are displayed in such variety, .. to 

make the wardrobe of a well-dressed man exceedingly expensive. 
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The Arabs from N edjed, and those from Coete or Graine, wear in­
variably tho Bedouin handkerchief, called Maharama and Kelfeea; 
the poorer people bil,d them .. ound their hearls, with bands of 
camel's hair thread, made into a sort of rope; but the wealthler 
class, although they are clad in the most costly robes, still retain 
this mark of their Desert origin, and sometimes even wear a rich 
Indian shawl as p turban over it, while the long ends of the coarse 
Bedouin keil'eea hangs over their shoulders, forming a singular 
mixture of the costume. of the Desert and the town. The light 
Bagdad cloak, in alternate stripe~ of reddish brown and white, are 
worn by all in the summer; and thicker ahbas, of a similar form 
and pattern, by the poor in the winter;. hut the rich at thiii season 
wear fine thick cloaks of a black colour, with a broad and deep 
three-forked stripe of gold, woven into the cloth, and descending 
from the top of the right .houlder down the back. 

The Persian part of' the population of Bu;sorah are ,11 of the 
Sheeah sect of Moslems; bllt as theu, part~ IS the weakest, t""i­
conceal the hatred IVith which this religious distinction inspires 
them towards the Turks and Arabs as Soonnees; and even their 
peculiar fasts and festivals are, for the same reason, observed. 
with somt" degree of privacy. The rich among them are mostly 
merchants, who have commercial relations with their countrymen 
settled at the chief ports in India, and with others in Shooster and 
the higher parts of Persia, but seldom further north !han Bagdad, 
as the Aleppo and Damascus trades are in the ""ncls of Arabs. 
The lower classes of the Persian population are occupied lTItlStly 
as writers, servants, shopkeepers, and mechanics; in all which pro­
fessions or sttt't.i.pns, their superior activity, ind.ustry, insinuating 
manners, ingenui~,. and address, are com~picuous; and while 
among the ArabS a man is pither a merchant in easy circumstances, 
or a mere labourer, Persians are found filling most of the inter­
mediate stations, and rh::ing by their own exertions from the low­
est to the highest ranks. The dress of the Persians dilfers but 
little from that which is common to all the parts of Persia which I 

3.!! 
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have seen, excepting only that the black sheep's-skin cap i. ex­
changed for the shawl or muslin turban, nnd the scarlet embroi­
dered 'coat for the Arab cloak. Tlie., howe"er, are sufficient 
to alter' the appearance of the dress so nruch, that a stranger 
lVould not easily distinguisll a Persian from an Arab inhabitant 
of' Bussorah. Some, indeed, both among tlte rich and the poor, 
adopt the Arab costume entirely; and then it. is only by the 
characteristic features of their racc, and by their peculiar manner 
of pronouncing the" Arabic languag(>, that they cantbe known. 

The Turks are vcry fe'W in number, and are almost all in offices 
of trust under the Government, Of otherwise personalty "attached 
to the Governor himself. This than, who is called here the Mute­
sellim, or literally the Lieutenant of the l"lasha of the province, 
is himse1f a nativt' of Hussorah, but of Turkish des('ent; and 
having been many years at Constantinople, and St'rved several 
campaIgns against the Russians, he is much more a Turk than 
an Arah. The officer! attached to him are principally Turks 
hy family, but born in towns remote from the metropolis, as 
Moosul, Bagdad, and Bussorah. All the~e, however, preserve the 
Turkish kaook of Constantinople as a distinguishing mark of 
-dress; thdr ollier garments differing in~ nothing from those of the 
weH-dressed merchants of the place. Few as are these Turks in 
number, and neVf'T at any time pt'r~aps exceeding five hundTed, 
th~y maintain firm possession of the dty, with the aid of a small 
number of Georgians, Koords, Arabs, and Persians, who are paid 
by the Government as soldiers, but W]IO furnish their own arms 
and ('lothing, and are the most undisciplined rabble that can bE> 
imagined. The horse are estimated at ] 500, but that number is 
seJ.dqm complete, and the foot are composed of five companies or 
Beiraks, of nominally one hundred muskets each. There ,are 
about fifty of the best of these who are selected as a body guard, 
fot the MuteseUim, aild who accompany him to the mosques on 
Fridays, and attend him on state occasions. These are" foot 
soldiers and musketeers, and they are distinguished by a uniform 
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dress of red jackets, seamed with black cord, the full blue Turkish 
trowsers, white turbflns, ·and English muskt>t.."I, with black car­
touch-box and belts. This is tht' only insuu)('e of uniform that I 
remember among the soldiers of either the Arabs, the Turks, or 
the Persialls, and has, I think, been 'oecasiOlwd hy the constant 
station of the British Resiuent's guard here, and the frequent 
arrival of East .India CODlpany's auisers and IIlcrdmnt ves.sell!!, 
with disciplinpd sepoys 011 board. The Tdenkcht·(· Bushee, or 
chief of these 11lUSkttt'f'rs, wears the largl' fur 'cap of the Bagdad 
soldiers j but all bis inferiors, with tIn- eX{'eptioJl of the body 
guard ait'eady mentioned, tln·!o;s,i.n th~ir own way, and just, as their 
means allow, except that each Belrak or company has Soml' trittillg 
mark by which it is distiuguished fwm ,tlwrs. 

In pC"rsonal nppcaranc(', the Turks of Uussorah ar(> far below 
those of Asia Minor and the large towns of Syria, awl still more 
inferior to those of Smyrna and ConstantinopIl', hoth in ~trength 

of frame, fa.irness of ('ompkxioll, and general b('auty of pers.n. 
Thl' degeneration has heen etfi.-'cted prohably hy sl'v('l'al united 
causes : such a!\ a mix~ure with Arah blood, tht' use of negro 
slaves, and long residence ill a hot and unhealthy climate. In 
character they hav-e a gOQd deal of the gravity. rt·signatioll. and. 
attachment to old customs, which distinguh;h thl:' Turks of thC" 
north ; but they do not appear to inhl'rit. their love of o:,tcn·· 
·tatious display, their haughty carri~e t(lwards those of a different 
faith, their polite and courtly manners towards their friends, nor 
their proud and unht'nding couragl' against their ent'l\Jil'~. They 
possess a power equally despotic with that of' other Turk.s ruling 
over Arab towns: but they use' it, certainly, with almost unex­
ampled moderation : the consequence of thi~ is, that their gove.t:ll­
ment is popular with all classes, and there is scarcely au Arab in­
llabitant of' the city, who would nut prefer the reign of the Os­
manli or Turkish authority to that of any Arab Sheikh, and whQ 
woutd not take up arms to defend it. 

The Armenians of Bussorah do not at present exceed fifty 
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families, though formerly they were much more Dumerous. They 
kre here, as througho,,> all the rest of the Tvrkish Empire, a 
sober, indu~trious, and intelligent race of people, engaged in occu­
pations of trust as brokers, and doing busines!i also for themselves 
as merchants. Their dress differs in. nothing from that of the rich 
natives of the place, except that they confine themselves to dark­
coloured clt;>ths for their gannents, and wear blue, plack, and brown 
Cashmeer sha wls for turbans, never fssuming the gay tints reserv.ed 
for the adorning of the faithful; though at this place there seems 
m9TC laxity in the execution of the law enfo.rcing distinctions of 
dress and colours to be worn by people of different faiths, than in 
most other Turki!'th towns that I have seen. The Annenians 
communicate with each other in their own language; but in 
general they bpeak Turki~h, Persian, and Arabic, equal1y well i and 
som~ few add to these, I~nglish, Portuguese, and Hindostanee, 
which gives them great advantages in their mercantile trans­
action~, They have a small church, and two or three priests 
attached to it, and' their community is respectable and happy, 
An instance was related to me of their strict attention to the 
reputation of their body, which deserves to be recorded :-A 
young widow, who had been left without a protector, and was 
sufficiently handsome to have snares laid for her virtue, yielded 
to temptation, and lived for a short time as the mistress of a rich 
person, but without further prostitution, The circumstance be­
coming known, it was decided by t~e Armenians that their nation 
was S{'andalized bY,such an occurrence i and their influence' was 
sufficient to get this fair sinner banished from the t~wn, and sent 
to Bagdad, where'they furnished her with.a maintenance from 
their body, to prevent a recurrence of the neressit)' which she 
-pleaded as an excuse for her past transgre$sions, 

The Jews of Bussorah are also less numerous than they for­
merly were, though at present they are thought to amount to 
more than one hundred families. The heads of these are all mer­
chants and traders; and as they add to the sobriety, industry, and 
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perseverance of the Annenians, a meanness, a cunning, and a disre­
gard of principle,. which are peculiar to them, they insinuatt> them­
selves into all affairs of business that are transucted even between 
strangers, and are not only in gt"neral the greatest gaincrl'l in every 
affair, but often derive a profit as brokers and agents, when the 
principals for whom they treat may lose. They form her~ as sepa­
rate ~ body as 4a all other parts of tht' globe, livin~ ~)))ly among 
themselves, anll preserving, by intermarriages among their own 
immediate offSpring, that peculiarity of feature as well as of 
character, which dlstingui~IH:'~ them from the one end of Ute 
world to the other. Their dress differs very little from that of 
the wealthy natives of the place, exct'pt iu their continillg them­
selves, like the Armenians, to dark-('oloured garments. Their 
turban is, however, peculiar; and instead of the overhanging -tarboosh and full shawl of the Armenians, it i:-. formed of a 
flower-striped silk and cotton cloth, hound tightly rOllll'i a red cap 
in flat folds, with sometimes a bOl'der.of friuge at the edge. 1lhe 
rich, of whom ther(' are ' many, are always well-<Iressed: the poor 
go from mediocrity down to filth alld rags ; and all cla1'l~es wear 
their beards ami the hanging !-.ic.le-locks whi('h distin~ui~h their 
scct from all others. Their common language is Arabic ~ though 
among tllemselv es, :md in correspondence with other J ews, they 
write this in the H ebrew cJlarat'ier; hut of Turkish, Persian, or 
any other tongue, there are few who khOW enough to transact the 
most common business, which forms a great feature of diWcJence 
between them and the Annenian~. -The Catholic Christians are much fewer in numher titan 
either of the last mentioned, and do not at present exeeed twenty 
families. Some of these are natives of Bussorah, and others are 
rer.ent settler. from Bagdad and Aleppo. They are all merchants­
and traders, and are distinguished from the mass only by their 
wearing dark turbans; since. in manners and language they re­
semble the other inhabitants of the place. These have a church 
attached to the hospital of the Carmelite F'i-iars, which has long 



376 INHABITANTS OF BUSSORAH. 

existed. here. There were formerly several friars of that order 
attached to the Convent as missionaries; and until within these 
few years, always two of them. At present, however, there is but 
onc, who is un old Neapolitan of about 8ixty, and has been here 
alt?gether nearly thirty years, having visited Europe once only 
in that interval. He is one of the most uninfurmed members of 
his order that I remember to have met with, 8\ld after so long 
a residence in the country can scarcely speak the language of. it 
intelligibly. His solitude was so insupportable when he lost his 
last companion, that he became a most abandoned drunkard in 
endeavouring to cheer it by the bottle. So scandalous was his 
behaviour during the period of constant inebriation, that his 
flock bound him by the most solemn oaths made at the altar, 
never to taste the alluring poison again. To this he rigidly con­
forms; but it costs him, according to his own confession, the sacri­
fice of the only consolation which he enjoyed on this side the 
grhve! 

The Subbees are a sect of Christians, who call themselves 
disciples and followers of John the Baptist, and their community 
consists of' about thirty families. They dress so exactly like the 
Arabs of the place, that there is no means of discovering them by 
their exterior, and their -language and general manners are also 
the same with those of the Mohammedan inhabitants of the town. 
The chief seat of these Subbees is Kourna, at the conflux of 
the Tigris and Euphrates; and at that place their Bishop, and 
upwards of a hundred families reside. There are illso so~~ew 
at Shookashoaah, a large Arab town higher up, and t'!iey are 
scattered over tbe plain country fJf Khusistan, ~t Shooster, Dezh­
pool, and other places (here; but .. their limits are very narrow, and 
their whole body collectively is ihought to be less .than a thousand 
families. They possess a Gospel of their own, which is written 
in a dialect of the Ch~ldaic, but:""ith characters peculiar to them­
selves, of which Mr. Niebuhr has given an alphabet, though he 
seems to have collected no other information regarding them. 
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This gospel enters at largc into thc genealogy, birth, and educa­
tion, of John the Baptist, with his separate history until the time 
of his baptizing ,It.·sus, when the histories and act'l of both arf' 
treated of ill continuation; but in what particulars their version 
accords with, or differs from any of those received among us, I 
could not learn; as, in the first place, the book itself is 1J0t easily 
to be procur('d fz:om their priests, and in the next it would require 
either a knuwledge of their lall~uagf', or a translation of it hy 
them into Arabic, to understand it, neither of' which was it in 
my power to obtain. This gospel is attributed by thcm to John 
the Baptist himself, and it is their sole authority in ali matter~ 
of faith and doctrine. They have besides, however, a book of 
prayers and precepts, with directions for ceremonials, which they 
ascribe to the learned men of their sect, who immediately suc'­
ceeded their great leader. They admit the divinity of Jesus, as 
Christ, the Son of God, and conceive that John the Baptist is to 
be honoured as his fore-runner, amI. as the person selected 'by 
God to perform th£' most holy sacrament of baptism on his child; 
but what are their notions regarding the Trinity I could not 
learn. They are distinguished from al1 other Christians by their 
fI"equent repetition of this Hacrament on the same person, who, in 
other churches, wvult! rt'ccive it but Ol1re. It is said, even, that 
every individual of their body is baptized annually on some parti­
'cular occasion; hut whether this is a fixed (lay for all, or peculiar 
festivals chosen by the individuals themselves, does not appear. 
Thi~Jto:wever, is certain, that on all important changes, or llnder--takingS", or events of-their life, baptism is re-administercd. Tht: 
child at its birth °is baptized; 'When named it is baptized again; 
on completing the age of puberty it is also'baptized; and whether 
contracting md.~riage, becoming the parent of children, under­
taking a journey, recovering from sickneSfl, or any other important 
event, as well as after death, and. before interment, baptism is 
re-admmistered with all the solemnity of the first occasion. The 
prayers used at their marriages and funerals are said to be long; the 

8c 
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first is a ceremony performed among themselves in some uegree of 
privacy; but the latter is conducted npenly, without their being 
interrupted in it by anyone. They have no standing church, 
si~nce their places of worship must be newly erected for every 
ne\ .... occaSJOll. It is therefore usual with them, woen these occa,... 
sians occur, to makt, an enclosure of reeds, when, after a most 
tedious process of purification, the ground becoplcS consecrated, 
and they perform theiJ' vt'Ofship therein, secluued from the eyes 
of strangers, after which du .. ' building is pulll'd down and de­
stroyl.'tl. Their attention to the purity of thdr food is carried 
to an extraordinary ucgrce, and c<luals that of' the highest ca.,te 
of Bramins iu lwlia. No water that is not drawn frolll the river 
by themselves in their own vessels, and even after that sufftl'cd 
to subside, and be otherwise purified by their OWl! hallds, call be 
drunk by them. Jf honey, or similar articles, arc purchased by 
them in the bazaar, it mwst have purified water poured on it, 
and remaiu a certain time r:overeu to be cleansed before it can 
be eaten; and even fi'uit, though fresh from the tree, nlUst be 
similarly wa."heo, to he purged of its uefilement. It is, however, 
singular enough, that while they carry thib attention to religious 
purity of food to a d€'gree unknown to all other sects of Chris­
tians, abstinence and fa!:'ts should be held in abomination by them; 
and that, contrary to the general Christian notion of thjs being 
always acceptahle to Goil, amI tcmling to purge the soul, as well 
as the boely, of impure passions and uesin's, the Subbees regard it 
as a heinous ~in, alld as a profanation of the gifts :which the 
Creator has so bountifully provided for his creatures. 'In their 
mora! character, they are '·neither esteemed more upright nor 
more corrupt than their nt'ighbours. One of their mOt)t distin­
guished virtue!» is mutual confidence in each other; and a breach 
of trust in any way i • .aid to be regarded by them as a more 
damning offence than murder, fornication, and adultery, com­
bined. It is, no 'doubt, this pecnliar tellet, added to their notions 
of defilement from strangers, and the constant intermarriage of 


