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their sons and daughters with each other, which keeps them 
together, like the Jews, and all other unsocial castes of religion, 
who seek not to augment their numbers by converts, yet, by 
the selfishness of their institutions, preserve them from being 
lessened by mingling with others.-The heads of the few families 
of Subbees here are mostly mechanics and handicrafts, more par
ticularly as smitlls and workers in metals; and even in the towns 
enumerated, whp,re their community is more extens~ve, they 
generally confine them~elves to the exercise of these and similar 
trades, without attaching themselves to agricu1ture or the profes
sion of arms; in which particular they resemble the Jews of 
Europe, , ... ·here the profession of the stock-broker, or loa.n-raiser, 
the art of the goldsmith or jeweller, and the occupation of a 
pedlar, are those mostly followed, rather than the Jews of Asia, 
who confine themselves to dealing in general merchandize, and 
are seldom seen as mechanics or handicraft~ in any way. 

The Indian~ resident in Bussora}, nrc chiefly Banians, and are 
all employed as merchants on their own accoullt, and as brokers 
and agents for ofht-rs. ·They enjoy, as well as the Armenians, the 
countenance and protection of the British Resident; the heads 
of bulh, indeed, are actually attached to the service of the East 
India Company at tllcir factory. Some of them have direct com
munication with merchants of t.heir own caste at Bombay; but 
more of them trade through the medium of the Banians settled at 
Muscat, and few or none have any immediate tran~ctions of trade 
direetly with Bengal. To coufonn ill some degree to the JTI!lnners 
of the place, the turban peculiar to the Banians of India is laid 
aside, and generally a red one, half in the Arab and half in the 
Indian form, is substituted in its place. The rest of the dress is a 
mlxtureofthe Persian and the Arab, without being exactly either; 
though no part of the Indian costume seems to be retained, and 
by most of them even the sectarial mark 011 the forehead is 
omitted to be worn. There is, besides all these approximation~ to 
foreign usages, a sufficient laxity to show that the scruples even of 
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Hindoos, are not unconquerable; and that, as among all other 
sects and people, these take a colouring frOID the usages around 
them: so that thl'), uubend. from their primitive rigour before the 
slow but certain influence of long continued example and inter
course with tho~e of another faith. The SepO)h of' the Factory 
guard. arc also lJlO~tly JlillUOO!ol: besides wInch, there arc some 
mechanics attached to the e:;tablishment; and t\lest', as they live 
more among thcmselve~ preserve their Indian habits more un
changed. Some few have their \\"omen with th('Jn ; but by far the 
greater number, both of'the Bunians aud the :-.oldiers, live without 
wives. Tllt'ir collective numher may amount to ahout two hun
dred; and. a~ they enjoy il .... free ('xerci~c of tht'ir religion us could 
be had without actual1y po~se~sing a pIae(> of puhlj(' worship, and 
are not in any way molel'it('d, either by the Government or by in
dividuals, they live in ease alill content. 

The few Koonls who arc found in Uussorah ate not sufficiently 
uumerous to form a distjnct ~body; hut they are mostly engaged 

in inferior offices of trust under the Turks, and in the profession 
of arms. for which the habits and character of these mountaineers 
are admirably adapted. 

Of the European factories here, the only ones remaining are 
the Fr~llch and the English. The former of these has merely a 
nominal existencf'. ~ince the Baron Vigoroux, WllO holds the ap
pointment, resides at Bagdad; and, except the hoisting of the 
white flag, which is clone by the Catholic Carmelite friar on Sun. 
days, there is no vther duty which a Re~ident would have to exe
~ute. Some hopes of a renewal of the French trade were excited 
here about a month since, by t.he arrival of two vessels from the 
Mauritius to Mu.scat, under that flag; but the end of their voyage 
was a disastrous one. They were represented to be a ship and a 
schooner; the former armed for self.defence, the latter sailing 
under her convoy, but having mostly treasure on board, intended. 
for the purchase of cargoes for both. On passing Ras-el-Had, and 
conceiving all danger to be over, the ship sent on the "",hooner, 
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which was the fastest sailer, towards Muscat., when, it falling calm, 
they bee:.ame separated widt'ly apart. At this moment, some 
Joassamce pirate-boats puHt'd down on the schooner, anu, finuing 
no resistance, plundered her of cVf'ry dullnr, and stripped even 
the vessel and her crew of every thi1J~ that was portable. 'The 
commander, complaining of this tn~atmt'lit tOlvaru:-; t11(' subjects of 
a nation who w~re Hot at war with them, was told, th~t he might 
congratulate himse)f 011 bt.'in~ known to thelll as a Fr~Il<'hman, 

since, if they had been <,ven Sllspect('u to have lwen En~lish, their 
throats would have heell ('ut without di:'itim'tioTl. It app('ars that 
there wa!-o a supercargo on hoard, ",110 had bePIl formerl) in the 
service of the Imaum of Muscat, ami who understood Arabic suffi
ciently well t.o commuBi('atc with the pirates, which wa.'i tilt' means 
of their lives being Apared. The Joas:-;amces Wt'r(' lIot (·ont(,l1t, 
however, with plundC'riug" the vesseJ, hut l'JHlt'aVOllrt~ti to s('uttle 
her: and men wen~ employed both on the otltsiu(' ulld(~ 1 watt"r, and 
on the inside hl:'low, to ('ffed this, which till')' w('re unahle to .. do 
from the firm way III which the vessel was huilt., and their want of 
proper impletn(·lIt~. The Frcneh ship, ill the mean tillie, rt'maiued 
becalmed at a distance, unahll' to rendt'r any assistancl' to her eon
SOl"t, <lull hoth the vessels afterwards feaclwd Muscat ill !-iafety ; yet 
the object of the vo}n~p wa!. entirely fru~trat~d, ami th(' hope~ ()f 
a revival of the French trade at Bussorah ('OlH,equcntly dt'dined. 

The English factory dates its origin from the first visit of 
British vessels to Bussorah, which was in the ycnr J(i-4-0; and it 
has continued to ('xist almost without int<.'J"ruptioll ('Vl'r since. 
The building itself~ or the residence of the chi(·f of' the factory, 
has bel'n frequently ('hanged: siu,('c it was, .at one tinw. in the 
very centre of the town; at another, remote from the city alto
gether, on the banks of the river, at a place eaHed Marp:iH ~ and it 
is now seated on the southern side of the ('cntral t'rc(·k, leading 
from the river up through the town, and at a convenient distance 
from the dwelling of the Governor, and. from the public custom
house. The presellt factory, which is by far the best building in 
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all the town, was constructed chieHy hy a former Resid~nt, Mr .. 
Manesty, on the foundation of an old huildi,ng, bought chiefly for 
the situation it hdd. and improved and added to in stich a way 
as to make it a convenient abode for the R~sidp.llt and aU his de
pendants, and accessible to the boats of all British vessels arriving 
in the river. The establishment maintained here by the East 
India Company is most respectable, and the expeqse of supporting 
it equal to about 5000/. sterling per year; to compensate which, 
the only advantages derived, are the safe and speedy transmission 
of dispatches in time of war, and protection and accommodation to 
private traders coming here from India; since the Company arc 
thought to lose rather than gain by the articles which they send 
here for sale. The:se are but few in number, and in no large 
quantities, hcjng mostly confined to metals and w.oollen cloths, 
which they are obliged to export from England, and which they 
send wherever they can get a market for them, even at a certain 
108$. 

There was formerly a Resident at Bussorah who was a member 
of the Civil Service of India, with an al'my-surgeon attached to 
him: hut the present Agent of the Company, who acted in the 
c.'lpacity of surgeon to Mr. Mane~ty, being himself a medical man, 
is constituted what i:s called a Resident in charge, and receives the 
emolumcnts of both. There arp, hesides, a proper number of 
brokers, iuterprcter:s, ('haoushes, aud infcrior servants, and a Je
mindar, or native offi(,er's ~uard of Sepoys, from the Marine Batta.
lion of Uomhay, ludged ill harracks attached to the house. The 
influence clljoycd hy the Uesideut is considerable, as might be ex~ 
pected from the respectability of his estahlishment; the frequent 
arrival of tht: Company's armed-vessels; the extensive trade with 
India in British shipping; and the presence of a superior at the 
Court of the I'agha of Bagdad, to whom immediate application can 
be made for redres8 of grievances; and all. these advantages are , . 
still further strengthened by the personal character of the present 
Resident, Dr. Colquhoun, who has sufficient urbanity to stend hi. 
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protecti?n to both Jews and Christians, without fear or favour; 
and yet sufficient firmness to resist all encro<!chmcnts on his pri
vileges, and to enforce the rigid ohsel'van('(~ of all cxii'\till~ ('oudi
tions between the Government amI til(' nation, or th(' Company, 
whom he repre!!.ento.;. 

The situation of Jlu!-.sorah is so Jlighly furourabJe for trade, 
that, unde r C\,(c'ty obstacle whit'll a had g'ovcrIlBH:lJt, alld unsafe 
paliisages to allu from it hy ~('a and lalld ol'('a&ioll:o.. it ('OI.tillues to 
enjoy a coml1wrcc !=.Utfil it'nt to enrich many by its profit~, and to 
furnish the means of suh~.;islt' nct' to" lar~(' populatioll. The his
tory of this trade is not ea~y to he ~atht'r('d from CVt~1l the oldest 
residents here, sin('e f('w people carl' about pn'serving lI:clIl0rials 
of the past; and th l' ~ovcrnorf', as well as their (it-pC'lHlants in 
office, change so frt'(lut>ntly, that no records of tt vC'ry old ,latc re
main for the t'xalllinatioll of thcir Sll('('('ssors. A period is ~pokel1 
of, about fifty years ago, wilen the trade of Bu~~() rail was 1I10&ot 
flourishillg, and the alllo.uut Of'thl' ilnports in Inuia PfOUUtl, abo 
of th~ export .. ; in t rea.sUfe, is statt.'d at a ~UJII .!ooO t'llOrmOllS, as to 
prove its origin to have he('n in til(' n'arm illra~inatioll of' ~OIl1C one 
fr l:!sh from the tales of Haroun el Rasdlid, From more authentic 
document., it appears, that in the yt'ar 1 H()!), tJw trade of Calcutta, 
Madras, Bomhay, aHd Snrat, 'with Hussorah, It'ft a halan('(~ of about 
half a million stt'rlin~ in favour uf Hriti~h Illdia iUHlually. This 
trade is rather increast'd than diminished, =md the vahw of the 
articles ente~ing into it makes it amount to Illore tllaH the nUJIlbl' r 
of vessels employcd would seem to warrant. Ourillg (hf' last 
year, there have heen, altogether, fifteen ~hips from .Bengal ami 
Bombay, averaging from three to four hundred tOilS each. These 
brought Bengal muslins and pit"ce-goods, )wppt'r, spices, drugs, 
rice, sugar, ilJdigo, silk, and ('ott on-yarn, Surat manufactures, 
shawls, china-ware, china-paper, dyewoods, coffce, lac, beads, sugar
candy,. and other arti"les, as the produce of.lndia ~ with lcad, iron, 
cutlery, quicksilver, tin, steel, cochineal, and other articlcs, as the 
Europeail exports to that country. The returns were made chiefly 
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in Arabian horses; treasure' in variouR coins from Europe; pearls 
• 

from Bahrein; da't't:$ from Arabia; copper from Tocat: gall-nuts 
from Koordistan; lamC'ttu, or gold-fring(" and ('ol'al from the Me
diterranean, hy thf' ('aravans from· Al9ppo: gums from Arabia; 
rose-water from llussorah; assafretida, almonds, dried fruit, and 
sometimes horse's from Bushire, as til(' port of Persia; and lo·cca
sionally, some few articles, in addition, from M~scat. Gold and 
silver coill forms, however, hy far the greatest amount in actual 
vaIut', and pays the most profitable freight to ships; the rate being 
four per cent. fld wdurl"ln to Bengal, three per cent. to Bombay, 
two per cent. to Muscat, and one per cent. to Bmihire j and in
stances have occurred of th(· whole amount of treasure sent in 
one ship yielding a freight of 5,000/. sterling, and, consequently. 
amoulltillg to 11)0,000/. in capital. 

Horses form the most import.1nt return next to the precious 
metalK These are brought into llussorah from all the surround
ing country; hut those of N't:"djed are generally preferred. There 
is a standing oruer of the Porte prohibiting the exportation of 
horses from any part of the Turkish dominions, on the old prin
ciple of confining what a natioI\ is likely to want within itself. 
The consequence of such a regulation, while it was adhered to, 
was, that no one hred horses but for his own use, or just in pro
portion to the demand of .the market, if for the use of others. 
For this reason, about twenty yt~ilrs ago, f\fty Arab horses could 
not have lw{'n ('ol1ecteu ill a year, for any purpose, except a mili· 
tary one. "he exportatitm of theUl to India, offering, however, a 
considerable. profit, the Governor of Bussorah was pre .. ailed on by 
bribes to wink at their being sent off in English vessels. The 
precedent be;ng Ollce established, there was nQ difficulty in ob
taining the same pri vilege every year'; for the Turks have such a 
regard for old customs, that they will do more in favour of a 
tormer precedent, than by virtue of an order even from the.forte., 
The one is held sacred i~ proportion to its immemorial usage; 
the other is frequently evaded, particularly when it efJjoins any 
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thing in the light of a novelty or an innovation. From that time 
to the pre~PIlt, the exportation of horses has ilcreaseu tq such a 
degree, that during this last year about 1500 have been sent to 
Bombay, Madras, and CuJcutta. About one-half of these go to 
the fonner place, one-tbird to Bengal, and the remainder to 
Madras. 

The average. prune cost of those sent to Bombay is about three 
hundred rupees, the freight one hundred, and the expense of 
groom and maintenancp , from the day of purchase to that of sale, 
one hundred more. Added to this, is a duty of fifty Ain piastres 
per head, paid to the Custom-house Jlere, besides occasional bribe!-

• for permission to ship, and other incidental expenses; making the 
average (:o<.;t of each horse landed in Bombay about six hundred 
rupees, independent of insurance and risk of loss by deat]l, whieh 
that does not cover. The...average sale-pr~ce of horses at Bombay 
is about eight hundred rupees each; -from which about one 
hundred will be probably de~"cted, Cor expense of' landing, main
tenance until sold, hrokerage on sale, &c., leaving a clear profit of 
one hundred rupecb oilly per head. 

The horses sent to Bengal Me alwaYb of a finer kind and 
higher price. The greatc~t nu;nber of' these are ·sent from here 
by the British Re .. ident on his own private a('couut, and the ave· 
rage 'Cost of these is at lea.",t 1000 rupees each. The freight to 
Calcutta is two hundr<,d rup<,es lle;head, and the duty to the 
Custom-house from Mohammedans fifty roomies7 the same as for 
Bombay; but from British subjects ollly twent,.1-oomies. The 
expense of ,grooms and maintenance, from the day of purchas€'~o 
that of sale, may be reckoned at two hundred rupees, and one" 
hundred allowed /Dr insurance, risk of loss hy death, agency, &c. ; 
so that the a .. p,ntge cost of each horse landed in Bengal is at least 
1500 rupees. The sales are effected at a medium of 2000 rupees, 
or 2Q!,l~ sterling, which is more than is made on sending them to 
Bom"r;ay. 

The horses sent to Madras are f~w, and these only when a 
• 
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ship can conveniently touch tllere on her way "to Calcutta. These 
ar<\ equally expen"'., and of the same class .of fine animals whieh 
arf' sent to ,llen~al, the ti'eight and other charges on them bei!lg 
exactly the SaltH.'; but, from their~ar!i,v~ng there but seldom, they 
produce in general a ~reater profit on tl~ sale. 

The usual way of cOllve) ing these horses from Hussor.ah tp 
India is ill stalls, ('onstructt'u hy rough stallchi'lIlS between. the 
decks of a ~hip,.,'hile the hold is appropriated to general cargo. 
The ~talls run alolltt the whole length of the deck on each side, , 
making two ranges, . and admit of a third b(~tween them gOI ng 
right fore and aft , amid~hips, interrupted only hy the hatchways, 
masts, &c. A length of !:tix feet is allowed froll1 the ship's side, 
towards the centre of the de('k; and along thb the :,tauchiollS are 
fb:.ed, at a breatitlL of two feet from each other, that being the 
greatt'~t room allotted to each hor:,e, thu.ug:h ift some ships they 
reduce this to seventeen inches. The front stanchions have then 
a NOSS one nailed athwart th.em, about three feet six inches from 
the deck, ['0 as to form a breast stanchion to the horse,..and pre
vent his coming out. This is the way in which the side ranges of 
stalls are fitted up. The central range resemhles them, exd:pt 
that, frum being open before and behind, there is a row fif 
stanchions in front, with one cross one fop the hreast, and another 
row in the rear of the horse, with a cross-pit'ce for his hind--auar~ 
ters, to prevent his moving"t:lther forward or backward. 

When the ho"es arc pl.('cd in their stalls" they have their 
heads towards· the centre of' tht' deck, for the sake of hreathing 
more freely th(> air from the hatch"!"ays, and for the convenience 

' of being fed and watered. Their heads are secured by n double 
halter: • .one end of wbich is tightened short, and fastened to the 
upright stanchion on each side of them. and th .. two hind..feet 
are fastened by.double foot-ropes to a strOOg eye;<'leet, seCurely 
rastened to the deck. When thus stowed. there is ve"" little 
space between their sides: and they occasion much trouble by" tb,eir 
gnawing through the .stanchi"ns, .breaking their ropes. and. ,!Vhen 
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it}s possible, biting 'each other. There is usually one groom sent 
with every five horses, and he has often an' inferior assistant, 
Tbese are all maintained at the ship's expense while going to 
India, and furnished with a. free passage back if the ship returns. 
The provisiono for the horses are put 011. board by the respective 
shippers of them; and though the barley and straw necessary for 
a ship's full nuV'ber take up at least fifty tons of room, yet it 
goes free, or is included in the freight paid for lhe horses. Each 
groom, having his own portion of provisions, ~eds his horses at hi~ 
pleasure; but it is usual generally to give them chopped straw 
twice, and barley once in the day, which is towards evening. 

The quantity of water requisite to be furnished by the ship, 
is four gallons per day for each horse; 'so that a large stock must 
be laid in, During the long voyages and hot summers, in the 
Gulf of Persia, nlany \jprsps die from confined air and want of 

• 
water; and on these no.freight is paid, since the payment of freight 
for horses is always made in' India, and is then given only for <the 
number landed. A well-authenticated instance was related to me, 
'.\lowever, of some horses. in the ship EUfJltrates, which drank sea
water, sweetened with dates, for three successive days, after all 
tlte fresh water was exhausted, and it produced no other effect 
on them than a gentl. !,urging ; but it sufficed their thirst till 
theY::Teached a place where they .:ould renew their supply. 

In blowing' weather it is usual to place mats under the horses' 
feet, to prevent t\leir slipping and falling on the deck; but they 
are never slung by the middle, as is done in English hor •• trans
ports, for the purpose of giving them rest. With Arab horses, it 
i. so usual a thing for them to sleep standing, and to do so for 
years in soc.cessioD, without ever lying down, except when sick, 
that their sta.ding posture for a whole voyage is not objected 
to, as an inconvenience, nor do they seem to iuff'er from want 
of exercise. Ships intended for conveying horses should have a 
gotd height between decks, never under six feet; and if reru;hing 
to seyen, it is still better. A regular tier of ports, going fore and 

lID!t 
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aft, is &)so a gr~at adv""'tage; since, from the close stowage and 
great confinement of animal h~at, a free passage for air is always 
desirable. If port> are not in the .hip, large scuttles .hould be 
cut in lieu of them, and windsails for the hatchways should be 
used to increase the circulation of air below. 

Of the horses exported to J nuia from hence, the general age is 
about four years; those above beven are seldoJI? sent, and colts 
under two, rarely or neVf'f, except by exprcbs desire of au)" nne 
ordering it. Mares nre by no means so easy to be procured as 
horses; 5:oince the Desert Arab& almost every whcTa prefer t.hem for 
their own riding, from tllt'ir giving less trouble on a journey j they 
keep them ah.o for breeding; but it ib nut true, as ha~ been as
serted, that no consideration will induce an Arah to part with hi!\ 
mare, or that he would as sot>n. think of ~eJ.li ... ni his wife and 
family. The fact is, that mares .are mQre meful to them than 
horses, and, being less beautiful aIHI less in fashion to ride on in 
India, are less in demand by the purcaasers at Bussorah. But a 
person desirous of procuring a ,nare might at any time obtain one 
for the payment of ib. e~timated value in the country; and this 
would be but little mere than that of a horse of the same class. 
It has been thought, too, that there was a I~w prohibiting the .,.. 
porlation of mures from Arabia; bUt. tbia,....as has been already 
explained, eXU::llds to horses of every descript\o"n: Such an 'Order 
is as permanent as ever, and remains unrepealed at Constantinople: 
but since the Pasha of Bagdad, though not versed perhaps in the 
doctrines of political economy, perceivel that the supply of horse~ 
actually keeps pace with the demand, and that, though":l500 are 
exported annually, as many can be raised for the service of the 
Govermnent as could have been done wilen Hot one W88 allowed 
to be sent away, his fears on that heJlll are quieted. A. "IQ1'jl 

powerful motive, however, for' his winking -at the n<ll1-o~ 
of this decree of the Sublime Porte is, that the expoltation i. pro
ductive of great returns to the Custom-hoUBe here, end mer..,. 
the frlnds of'the Governor of BUIiSOrah. who holds his place under 
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him, nrid .. hose wealth, however acquir~; he OIle dl\Y hop~. to 
enjoy, as the . Sultan, who is above him, does that of the Pasha. 

. A custom· has of . late crept in, of the shiPllcrs of horses de~ 
manding from tne captain 9r owners of the ship, an advance of a 
hundred rupees per head, which is lent to. them without interest; 

. and neither this sum nor the freight is paid ·until an'iving at 
··the destined port, when, if the horse Oil which thi~ advance is . . 
ma~. dies 011 the passage, both. the SUIlI thus lent alld the freight 
are lost. rnjurious as thilS practice is to the shipping iuterest, it 
'Seems to he fixed beyond ll.1tcrat.ioll, amI has bcclI OWiH.~ to com
petition amohg Arab naquodahs and agents. \vho, ill c;,dcavour
ing to outdo each other ill t.he number of horses the)" ('ouid ob
ta.in fo! ~hcjl' vessels, have establishcU"'a custom highly pr .. :·judicia) 
to t~tiiselves. . TllC average ·number conveyed in e,ach ship from 
hence was for~erly .abo~t eighty, but it is IlQ':\' a hunured. 

The duties 011 imports from · I9-dia are regulated hy the tariff 
established· between the. Ilation tc! ~hich the owner qf the g<¥lds 
IwlnngR,..and the . Porte: ~nd if the ;trader daims no such privilege 
of tnriff, he is ('onsidffcd as a subject of tlw Empire, and pay:s ac
cordingly. The tariff of the Engli.h fix,", the duty Oil all their 

.-iulport~ from India ~t three per cent. ad -valorem, ami this is re
gulated .by the price.at whi~ the commodity has actually sold in .. . -. 
Bussorah; so that the duty is not payable until the sale has been 
really etfecte!I. . British subjects have the privilege of landing their 
goods either at the Factory, .or at their own dwelling, or ware
house, which they may hi~fat rent during their stay here~ without 
taking them t6 the Custom-house, where the goods of all oth~rs . . 
are obliged to go. The confidence placed by the Turks in the in-
tegrity of !.he English-is such, that their own account of sales is 
tal!eo without a cheek :011 them, and ~heir ship.' boats are allowed 
tO~p.. and .repass from the city to the river without examination; 
though looth of these .privileges are often abused by Arab super-
~ sailing in vessels under H{itish colours: . 

. The d"ty on imports paid loyall those who are not sub~ts of 
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any nation .having a tal;itr ostablish..d by treaty with the rorte, is 
seven and a half per cent. (ld valo},l'In. Thi~, however, is not re
gulated by the prier at "hich the commodity seJls"as is done with 
the Engli&h, hut by an old standard of valuation ('onta:ine,!! in a 
Dufter, or book of e~timates, made, as some think, sen'ral centuries 
ago, but certainly antecedent to the earliest period of the English 
trade 'here., B) this &tandard, the value of l1)ost ~ndian articles is 
fixed at less than half their pre&ent selling price, some even .at 
one-fourth, and all of them at least a ·tf.ir.d below their real val,!e 
at the present day. Yet ~uch is the vtmeration df the Turks for 
old customs of this kind, that til'ough their p~wer to accommodate 
this standard to exibting circumstances has never been doubted, 
the interest both of tJ\e individual:-:. in office under the Govex;pment. 
and of the Goverllment itself: hav~. net furnished a sutllqently 
powerful moti"e to break ill upon all established usage, By this 
mean~, though th~ nominal duty of the Engli~h is less than that 
of the ot. ..... traders her~, tbe .real 4uty paid by t~, is often 
more; as, for instance, on a chest of indigo, by-the ord vatuatioll, 
the duty of seven and a half per cent. makes just nine piastres and 
a half j but as good indigo sells on an average at from 800 to 
1000 pia.tres per chest, the English duty of three per cent, 
aq;lOuht~ to thirty piastres I 

One cause of thh, extraordinary ditferen~e between th, old 
estimate and the pre~ent value, independent of the real increase 
of price in the article from that perimI to the present one, Is that 
the ~ize and conteliL'> of every package is increased; and, as the 
old e~timate~ were neither mad~ by measure nor weight, a chest is 
still considered to be a chest, whether large or small; and' aU other 
packages are numbered in the sanfe way. Some of the native 
merchant, here tried a sintilar experiment in e"t><>rtillg goods ~ 
Bengal, hy packing up two bales together, 'IIId, to saVe the dulfy, 
calling them, in their manifests, only one: '.but the ofIicers of the 
Customs at Calcutta, not being.,.such slaves to old usages as t!>e 
Turks, opened these double bales, and taking the duty on ope of 
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them, as before, sei~ed the others, and condemned them as smug
gled goods; by which, it is said, there was a loss of two lacks of 
rupees, or 20,OOOI ... sterling, sllstainefl by these shrewd experiment. 
~ists -of Bussorah. 

It'has b(>en observed, that all natjons haYin~ a -taritf'('stablished 
by treaty with the Porte, have t.heir duti('s regulated hy this , and 
that all other traders, of wha~ver ('otmtry or dt'llomiuation, are 

• included ill the laws ami regul~tions applying to the su1)je('ts of 
the Empire; This wa~ exemplified in a latl· inst.m('{· of the arrival 
of two America. vessels here, on a VOYIlf't:' of spt.·(·ulation aud en
quiry, who brought with tlwll1 a .variety of articles thr ,Mh-, and 

money to purchase returns, if no mark~t ('ouJd he tound t(}r their 
imports. As these w{'re fiot English, th{' Turks were at first a 
littleb,ileu to up.dde wheth_~r they ('ould be {'ollsidf'l't'u as Euro
peans, or as their own sub.i~cts. Unfortunately for tllclr delibera
tions, enquiry proved them to he neither. Yet they weri' certninly 
}i"ringlds, .or .Frank:.., as.t·very olle l1}ight ~C('; hut tht'y"lfurnc frem 
tht: Yerrghi "' Dounyil. or the New World, which, aCl'oruillg' to the 

,opinion of some of the 1110st learned sag('~ of the tOWII, was itself 
'dropp£'d from the moon about four hUlldred Y('ars a/!:o. Tilt.' Book 
of Estimates at the Bussorah Custom-hous(' wa~ made, as they all 
agreed, long beMrc this New World had l'xistl'd; so that no ·pro:
vision was maue ill it for the suhjcct!:l of such a country: and as 
to the~r nation, as Americans, th,t'y knew of neither an ambassador 
from, l}l)r a treaty with them,.existing at Constantinople; so that 
they werc, from all these considerations, a sort of nOJ.dpscript 
people, whom they knew not how to class. Fortunately, however, 
for the Americans, tI~c British Resident possiesseU illfluellcc enough 
to t~1fn tl~e scale; and by his suggestion they were considered as 
Franks, and U(·~lt with accordingly, b .... g subjected only to the 
dllties paid by the English. 

The duties on "XP~fts are differently regulated. On dat~s 
an~..s:rain a small duty IS paid by».atives to a Coasting Custom
houle near the entrance -of the creek, which is farmed by" dif-
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ferent person from the olle who holds the great Custom-house 
above. This duty extends, however, to such dates and grain as 
are shipped from thp creek, or immediately opposite "to Bus!Orab, 
as the same artieJes taken 011 board in the river, abou'C- a quarter 
of a tnile below, or at Minawi, are not liablC'to it; and this ex
emption continues throughout all the river lwlow, even to the har. 
The English pay no ""port dutY'oll these or any other artitles, , 
which may.serve as, or ~an be CQJlsidered in the nature of, pro-
visions, whether shipped from Bus~ah or any otheo part qf the 
river. On the export of copper, gail-nuts, lame"', and all goods 
bro";gbt,down from Bagdad, which is the point of union for all 
tbe land caravans, there is a duty of five and a half per cent. 
paid by the natives, and' three per cent. by the English; and 
as the valuation in both cases is nearly the same, the adv.flltage 
is 011 the side of the British trader. Cochineal and coral, which 
come in large quantities across the Desert from Aleppo, are equally 
subject t<>-this duty of five. and a half per cent. ad wMm; but 
though these are annually sent from this port to &d,ia to an 
amount of many thou~ml pounds in value, they are invariably 
smuggled off to the ships; and though the Governmen¥re awa're. 
of the extent to which this is carrretl, and are defnlflded by it 
of -;. large sum yearly, yet no steps are taken til put a stop to 
the practice; nor are any boats or persons se-ized with it, though 
it& conveyance is alway. effected openly, and in broad day .. On 
treasure. ~hether in coin, hulJion, pearls, or precious stmles, no 
duty is exacted; and if it were, it would be still more easily 
evaded than that on the two last-mentioned articles, aiDce the 
packages a'l' always of less bulk and compass. 

The naval force of Bussorah was once sufficiently powerfnl . ' to command the whole of ·the Pir~ian Gulf; and the Tnrkish 
fleet, as it was called, in the' time of Suliman PlIIlh.a ci BaplI, 
consisted of about twenty well .... rmed vessels,'whlolh were kept in 
actual service in ·that ""a. :,rhese have now dwindled aw!'y to 
five or six old and unsary;_ble veS841.s. not one of which could 
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be considered as .!Iea.-worthy. At present, indeed, no attempt is 
made to send them to sea; but they are moored in dillerent parts 
of the river, under the pretence of keeping it clear of robbers, 
while one lies at the mouth of the creek of Bussorah, to act 
as a guard-vessel for the Custom. house ; and the Captain Pasha, 
who ~ a ' person of very little consideration, has his lIag-ship 
atitcaRt of M1nawi, to return tile salute 0(. vessels passing. her, and 
to.announce, by·a discharge of cannon, the visits of the.Mutesellim. 
It was about the time of 'Sullman Pasha, or nearly half a century 
ago, that the Gulf was infested by pirates to a greater degree 
than even at present, when for the important serviC'&8 which 
the vessels of the Imaum of M USCRt rendered to the Pasha 
of Bagdad, in assisting to clear the sea of these marauders, and 
to gi,ve safe passage to ships of trade, the Imaum bimself wa. 
permitted to send . tltree vessels annually to Bussorah from hi. 
own port of Muscat, and all his own goods imported in them 
were suJlNed to be lallded free of d,uty, This was, hewever, too 
great a pr~ilegQ to last for ever, and it has been since commuted 
for the payment of an annu,,1 su!ll of one thousand tomauns, 
which, qowever, is still thought to be less than the tenth part 
of the gRill actually derived from this exemption. 

The country around Bussora'h has no beauties to recommend 
it. On the banks of the Euphrates, on both sides, for a long way 

·abOve and below the town,,. there arc sufficient date-trees and 
verdu"" to relieve tqe eye; ·.but the country is every where so flat, 
and so few villages or peop~e are to be seen, that theJ:c is a tire
somc, monotonous, and gloomy silence throughout its whole e" ... 
tent. Tlte tract immediately surrounding the city towards the 
lar!jl is a desert, with a horizon as level as the sea;' and as it is 
covered with water from tlui bverflowings of the dver on the one 
side, and of Khore Abdallah on th ... other, for about six months 
in tho year, it may be. 1Il0re frequently taken for sea than for 
land. This water is sometimes sufficiently deep to admit of the 

• pauage of boats from B,,¥orah to ~()beir, a town about ten or 
8E 
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twelve ' miles distant in a south-western direction. When this 
water disappears by evaporation, and the remainder is imbibed 
by the earth,-the Desert continues for a iong time almost im
passable, as the soil is here a clayey earth, altOf{ethcr free from 
Band j and when it becomes entirely dry, a crust of salt is left on 
the surface, of sufficif'nt thickness to yield supplies of this article 
to the town and neighbouring villages. It is this salt whibb, 

• whether it is inherent in the soil, or comes from the Kh9re 
• • 

Abdallah as an arm of the sea, remlers the whole tract of many 
miles in length and breadth barren and unproductive. 

It is the practice to enclose portions of this plain, near the 
city walls, within mounds thrown up for the. purpose, and to 
water them from the canals of the river ~hich' supply the town. 
During. the first year nothing is produced, but the soil freshens, 
and in the second year is cultivated. Its fertility encreases bow .. 
ever progre-ssively; and after the water of the Desert has been
efffctuaUy. secluded for a f~w years only, the enclosed portions 
become fine garden-plots, capable of producing any thing congenial 
with the dimate. If the Government- were a provident one, and 
the chara('ter of the people so influe:pced b, it ~ to ensure 
greater attention to their own interests, and some ~oRsideration 
for their posterity, the whole of the tract which is now desert, and 
extends as far as the eye can reach to the westward from the 
highest towers of Bussorah, might 9c changed to waving fields of 
plcnty and abundance, and teem witlY a pop.ulation mad .. happy 
by their own exertions. At present, however, in riding round 
the walls of the city, and particularly on the western and · south
ern sides, nothing is seen bUS a dreary waste, to which the 
imaginatiun {'an place no well-defined limits, when it ,conceives 
that the Desert reaches, almost without interruption, to the 
borders of Syria; and within the range of view from hence there 
is nothiJ'g to break the sea-like line of the visible horizon, 
excepting only the tops of the houses of '';-obeir, just seen above 
it, with a few mod ..... n · watch:towers in the neighbourhood of that 
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place,. and the .... nge of G~bel Senam, covered wlUl a ltght blue 
tint, like a thick bed of clouds just rising in the west . 

• Tire climate of Bussorah is excessively hot during the summer, 
or from April to,October; but yet not so hot as at Bagdad, where 
the thermometer rises above 120·, while here it is seldom above 
HOlt Its greater ne'll'ness to the sea may be perhaps one cause 
of" tbis difference, and also the occasion probably of the greater 
moi~ture of the air, and of more refreshing dews during the 

• 
hottest weather. The autumn is acknowledged to be generally 
unhealthy, and few people escape without fevers, many of whom 
are canied off by them. The winters and the springs are 
however delightful; for there is a sufficient degree of cold ill 
the first, t" render th~ use of warm clothing, carpeted rooms, 
and an evening 'fireside delightful; and in the last there is but 
!ittle rain to interrupt the enjoyments of morning rides and 
free exercise in the open air. It is usual for invalids to come 
from India to Bussorah, for the restqration of their health; ~d 
if the seasons were properly chosen and attended to, there are 
few constitutions that would not benefit by the change. 

The extreme lilthln~ of the town, which surpasses that of all 
ot.her Turkish or Arab ones that I remember, is a great hindrance . 
to perambulation through it; and in the summer it is insupport
able, from the heat of the air, the con~ned alleys, and the dis
charge of refuse into the streets themselves, all which must, no 
doubt., affect the· health as .. ell as the comfort of the passengers; 
and in winter, riding on horseback without the walls is sometimes 
interrupted for several days together. after only a slight fall of 
rain. The worst evil, however, wltich would be likely to be felt 
by an Indian invalid, who made this his hospital, would be the 
total want of society, except the members of the factory at which 
he might be lodged. Independ.ent of the piesent Resident., there 
ia not another individlU!-1 in all Bussorah, whether male or female, 
native, or stranger, whose company eould be enjoyed after the 
manner of European sOciety; . &Ild there is consequently no one 

8E2 
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whose intercourse amounts to more than a ceremonious visit fur 
hair an hour in the morning, and ilone of the~e understand English, 
or any other European language.- These al'C t:!vils which, even an. 
hospitable host, a good library, and a numero1U~ stud of horses, 
can hardly overbalance; and for want of these, no doubt., the ad
vantages of a bracing winter climate, abundance "of the hPst pro
visions for, the tahle, including fine fruit.", vari.e~y of v~geta.L1es, 
and a constant bupply of the choicest game, a~e not felt to ~heir 
full extent; since there can be little doubt that agreeable "!'cun ... 
tioD for the min~ ha~ as powerful an effect as any bodily l'rmedies 
in reMoring the tone and vigour of health to the consti"'tion at' 
an Indian invalid. 

The character of the Arahs of Bussora.h, as'tren as of thosE' &et

tled along the hi~lIks of tilt.· Tigris and Euphrates, partakes more 
of that of the Desert Arab than is elsewhere found in towns ami 
cultivR"ted lands. The citizens' are respectful towards strangers; 
and there is no place that 1 :have ever yet vh.itcd, where the Eng
lish are held in such estimation, either by the OOYernment or the 
people. There is an unusual degree of tolerance also toward~ all 
those of a different religion, and, regarding the~ ¥ Mohammedans, 
a striking indiifereTlCe about reHgious matters generall~. Notwith. 
standing the unavoidable distinctions of rank "and wealth among 
the inhabitant!> of so commercial a c~ty fts this, there, is, neverthe
less, a sort of Desett rudene5s and independence among the lower 
order of itt, inhabitants, which ;s never found among a similar 
class in Egypt 01'" Syria. Hospitality is seldMn wanting, and pro

'tectio~ is claimed and given in cases even of crime·, while the 
laws of retaliation by blood, and the se~erest pun;'hmeats .of forai. 
cation and adultery, are observed he,re with nearly the Aame rigour 
as in the heart of At'ahia. TJtere were, during my stay in the house 
ofthe British Resident, some of the MuteseIlim's own servants, who 
had fled there to claim dukltiel, or protecti~n ~ and this being granted, 
they remain in safety"till their crimes are forgo~n or pardon ... 
Persons offendio" ""lrinst thl! Resident have also flown to the 
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house of the Mutesellim for dukhie~ and have been received and 
" -

shelt~red there; so that a sort of ac('oul1t-current is kept between 
.the parties granting tliis protection; and there i'S either a release of 
indivitlual for individual, like an exchange of pri~oncrs in .Europe, 
or at the removal or change of the people in office, or the death 
of the private cjtizens ~ho may affiu'u them such, shelter, tnere is 
a tifit act of gqloe, like a general jail-delivery. 

l.An h}stance of Arab hospitality betw('cn avowed enemies, 
,,:hich occurred in til(' neighbourhood of Hussorah, will show how 
far hahit amI usage can conqut'r the feelings which arc natural to 
as. . Tbe Montefik Sheik Twilley, who pOS~t'sscJ nearly the .whole 
of the country from lIillah to the sea, anJ Sheik Gath im.ll, wJlO 
"ad the district oli Chal)b, hoth on the opposite ballk~ of the Shat... 
ul-Arah, WCft' enemies to such a ut'gree, amI for so IOJlg a time, 
that it became a proverb in Hussorah, when anyone w01lld express 
the violent hatred of another, t~ say, ' It was like the halred of 
Twiney to Gathbau ;' a~ if the feeling, was thought to be hereditary 
:md inherent in .. J,hl' government of the provillces themselv<!s: A 
reverse of fortune uispossessL>d Twiuey of his Sheikdom, when he . " . 
lted.for~ refl!gc tt! ~he porch of his old('st enemy ill the Chaub dis-
tri<'t,· The ~heik Gathball, llavinp; Iumrd of hit; flight, and recciv-, 
ing news of his approach, rose and wC'ut out, attended by all his 
principal dCl}endents, to Jilcet -hun. The interview was as that of 

. the oldest and most sincere friends. The fugitive Sheik was set 
on the horse of his pl'otecwr1-and, being cvmlucted to his resi~ 

dence, was placed \here in t.lJ.e seat of hOlloor, when Gathban, 
taking llis:I'ing alld ~al from oft' his. finger; placed it on Uiltt of 
Twiney, saying, .. ' As long as you remain b8rrllcath my roof, you are 
not only. in perfect safety, but I constitute you, hy this seal, the 
Sheik of the Chaub, and woe be to .. him who spurns )'our autho
rity!' This chief remained some time ill d~tkhi('l with his ('nerny, 
who, after the most strenuous efforts, at lengt~ effected.n accom

.modation on hi/o behalf with tile Pasha or Bagdad, who had dis-
possessed him; and T-winey was" again restored bt the influence, of 
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Gathban to the full authority of his own Sheikdom, and, with it, 
to the former enmity between the Montefiks '!Jld the Chaubs, 
which continued with the same force as ever! 

Among the Sheiks of the Desert, many similar instances w'e 
recounted, and of the fac~ of their happeniug, ther~ (',an be no . . 
doubt; but in analysirtg the motives and the feelings of individ--.als 
so conducting thcm~elves towards each other, there is consider
aQle difficulty in assigning satisfactory explanations to them. "A 
strikIng instance was also related to me of the slavish obedience to 
one chief, which marked the days ot the Sheik-el-Jeha!, or Old 
Man of the Mountains, as he is called in our histories of the Cr'~
sades, and which still continue~ in some degree to be a feature of 
the Arab character. Thh. same Sheik Twiney, who after -his resto
ration was the greatest ellemy to the Wahabee cause, was followed 
by his whole tribe with a feeling of attachment and obedience 
that united them as one man; and his name not only held a11 hts 
denendents firmly together, b~ut struck terror into the hearts of his 
enettiies whenever it was mentioned. Sheik Abdallah Ibn.Saood, 
who was thpn the Wahabee chief, was desirous of acconlplishing. the 
death of Twiney; and called his slaves around him, to dem""d h 
them a proof of their fidelity to their master. Of the..,;'e i. said 
to have had about fifty blacks from Soudan, who were always ready 
for the most darililg enterprises of murder, and seemed to glory in 
imbruing their hands in human blood. The assassination of Twi
ney was proposed; aud, though immediate death was the certain 
consequence of such a task, the execution of ..it was contended for 
among the slavps, with aU the ardour of pvsons seeking the most 
IJOnourable distinctions. It was confided to the most favoured 
one, and he accordingly set out on his errand. Arriving at· the 
tent of the Montdik Sheik, he was received with the hospitality 
invariably shown to strangers; and, remaining there until the time 
of evening prayer, he stole behind the Sheik while he was pro
strating himself, and, on his rising, thrust him .,.i>ugh the bod:1 
with a spear. As this was done in the midst of the tribe, he was 
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soon cut into a thousand pieces, and his body given to the dogs of 
the camp to devQur. The cons('queu('e of this event to tIle tribe , 
itself, was their entire disunion and dispersion; and aCl'ording to 
the expression of one of the Arabs bdonging: to it, whb was a 
witness of the scene, 'tl!e very heart.'f who, under Twiney. were 
firm aR those of lionJo., and thought that tlley were equal to the 
conqupst'of the world, now tremblc.:'u like the leaves of' autumn; 

• ane thos!;" on whom the sun ro~e as heroes, lied from their own 
shadows ere he set: 

Th~ Wallabee chief hhm,elf. in the plt'nitud(' of his power, 
RDssessed an influence and an authottty quite cqual to any thing 
k·nown in former or in prcsent time ... ; and a mandate iJ';~;ucd bc
n~ath his 'seal was all-powerful froill the Nedjed to thl> horder& 
of Yemen, and from the short·s of the Red Sca to those ofthe Per
sian Gulf, But now th"t he had rect.~ived some sif-,71IaJ defi>ats from 
die Egyptian army under Ihrahim Pasha, he hall (wl'oHle a fugitive 
from castle to castle, and from post. to post; alld thOSl' who. in 
the day of his pro...,pcritY were his mo!'.t ;.o:t-alous adherents;'liad 
now, in tht> hour of adversity, becom!;" his most inveterate- enemies. 
Nothing seems to have been more· erroneous than tlle light in 
which the union of the Gn'at Desert tribes to the ","'ahabce inte
rest has bern g~llernlly viewed. It was thought that the doctrines' 
of AbU.-ul-Wahab had been the torch that killdled tile flames of a 
new crusade, and that religious enthu~iasm was· th(' bond by which 
these new refonners were united. But there is too littlc of holy 
zeal in the character of the Desert Arabs, 'Who arc notnriously in~ 
different to both the dfjCtrines and practiccfo vf religion, to suppo'ie 
that it was this alone which stirred them up to enthu~iasm in the 
cause. The field of plunder, always alluring to them, from habit 
and long-estahlished usage, which this new war opened, was a 
more powerful temptation than the conversioll of souls; and the 
pillage of the shrines and temples of the corrupters of the faith by 
land, and of th", richly ladea ~.ssels of Indian idolaters hy sea, 
was of mpre weignt with them than evett the destruction of unbe-
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Iievers by the sword. A hundred fact., of alliance and treaty, as 
well as of war and peace, Loth among themselves and with 
strangers, miRht be cited to prove that their views and their 
motives were chiefly temporal; and that., if spiritual reasons were 
assignt'd, it was rather as a cloak for e:tccsSP.Si whi('b nothing 
but religious wars have ever yet given rise to, and nothing hut a 
misguided zeal in a supposed holy cause would ever seek to 
justify. 

A t present the Wahahee power is fast declining; and Abdal
lah Ibn Snood, who, but a ycpr or two since, ruled nearly the 
whole of Arabia by his signet, is now forsaken by his friends, !>o1'

sued and harassed by his enemies, and contemJl'ed and despised by 
both. It has been thought here that the Pashas of Bagdad and 
of Egypt migl}t at any time have put an end to the war, and 
crushed the Wahahee )XH"Cr in an in'stant; and it is asserted that 
they now suffer Ibn Saood to exist, as the pretence of k~eping up 
a forcc against him furnishes them with excuses for the delay of 
tribUte, and for balancing their accounts with Constantinople, by 
a display of long arrears of war expenses, which never actuall¥' 
took place. The Wahabees are reduced to a state, however~u 
which they are inca,pable of doing much injury hy land; an."il· 
wants only the extirpation of the Joassamee pirates 0)'" I~ to 
cemplete the annihilation of their power. For the execupon of 
this task, all eyes have long been directed to -the English; and 
the infercncc drawn from th~ir neglect is, either that their trading 
interest is promoted by the bindrance thus offered by the pirates. 
to all native vessels in the Gulf, or that t\<,y are afraid .• attack_ 
ing them from appreheu:sion of defeat. 

This plundering or piratical disposition is so general amOQg 
the Arabs of the;e parts, that during the recent government of 
Bussorah by an Ar:lh Sheik, it was reany unsafe to paM from the 
city to the' river by the creek after four o'clock, as boats were 
attacked and pillaged in open day, and after sun..set no one sti..-d 
from his own house; while, at any time during this government, 
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no one ventured beyond the precincts of the town, without an 
armed party for his ~fence. The police of the city, undet the 
present l\iutcsellim, is so well managed, and a general ('ollfid('nct.' 
is so well established, that it is safe to visit any part of it at any 
hour of the night or day. This man himself takes a I,,'culiat' 
pleasure in perambulating the streets, and going along the creek 
in 8 c8uoe, disguised and accompanied only by an ugly Abyssinian 
slaYe. They ofttn effect wonders, though alone, eve)) bd'tlf(~ they 
are discovered; and when it is once kriowlI who they an~ that 
dare. to interfere in rectifying abUSt"R. the dread that they inspire 
is sufficient to disperse a host. 

Thew was an order issued but lately by the M utesellim, for
bidding arm~ to he worn by' Arahs \\'ho came into th<' city from 
without i and so much was his authority respected, that the ob
servance of this prohibitioll was very general. Some person~ were 
found, hO'Wcver, by the Governor and his slave, during their {'Yen

ing ram hIes, who had disregarded tile- mandate; and the next day 
they were taken, first to the Jisser-d-Meleh, or the llridge of Salt, 
near the British Factory. where they were exposed to public view, 
by having their ears nailcd to (t pust for s~vcra) hours; they were 
ne~t taken before the Palace in the Corn-tflark('t, and leceived 
several huudr('d stl'okt"~ of the ha~tinado on the soles of the fee!; 
after which they had their beards a.nd musta('ltios shaved off~ and 
were ultimately turned out of the city, and forbidden ever to enter 
its walls again. 

Though this severity preserves ~ufficient safety in the town 
and its imme.diate neighbourhood, there are, nevertheless, many 
robbers by water all the river, bQth between this and Kourna 
a~ve, and between this and Debbeh below. On the banks of the 
Tigris. the EuplJrates, the Hye, and the Karoon, it is still worse; 
for there al'e whole tribes who encamp along them, for the sole 
P'1rpose of attacking richly laden boats passing the stream. During 
line we.ther, while the boats can keel' i~ mid-channel, they are 

.in gened1 safe; but strong southerly winds oblige them some-
3 F 
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times to take shelter near the land, when their plunder is almost 
inevitable. The following instance of thi,. occurred within the 
present month only. 

A large boat, descending from Bagdad, with .11 the treasure of 
the Damas('us caravan, to the aIDount of ten !acs of rupees, or 
upwards of 100,0001 .• terling, principally intended to be sent by 
a ship to B('lIga~ was driven by a strong southerly wind into a 
bight of the river on the north-eastern side..... After anchoring, the 
captain went Oil shore to reconnoitre the ground, and meeting 
with three or four Arabs, enquired of them whether a portion 
of the Beni Lam, who are great robbers, was not encamped near. 
He was assured that they were not, but that, on the ('ontrary, the 
Sheik of a tribe whom he knew to be friendJy, had pitrhpd his 
tents ju~t behind the trc<.'s : and wa!' itniteu to go up and pay his 
respect.., to him. The captain consented; hut had no sooner 
turned to go on his way with them, than he was seized by these 
four mell, and bound hand and foot. The crew, seeing this trans
action from the boat, and observing the small number of his 
assailants, jumped on bhore, with arms in their hands, to rescue 
him, when instantly two or three hundred mCIl rushed from 

• 
among the bu.hes, seized the boat, and put all those who resisted 
to death. The treasure, which was chiefly in gold and si1;"er coin, 
was landed in an hour, and carried off into the Desert, and the 
boat scuttled and destroyed. The captain, whom I myself saw, 
and who felated to me the whole affhir, was Jeft bound on the 
earth, and WOUJJdcd in three places by a sword and a spear in 
resisting the first four traitors who seized him; but, after much 
difficulty. he loosed himself fl'\lllll his bonds, got to a neigbhourmg 
village, and came by slow journeys to Bussorah, with his woun~s 
yet unhealed. 

The MuteseJlim sent his young son off with a party to the spot 
as soon as he heard of the affair, but the robbers were by that tijoe 
at a secure distance; and, indeed, as the Desert is open to thew 
on each side of the riv:r for a retreat, preventives are <liillltt.r.: praC). 
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ticable than remedies, and the slightest precaution to avoid the 
evil, is of more worth than collected hosts to retrieve it, when 
once it is done 

In stature and general appearance the Arabs of Bussorah 
and its neighbou,hood are stouter than those of Yemen, Oman, 
and the Hedja., but not so large as those of Egypt and Syria. 
In person, hath Inen and women struck me as uglier than either; 
for; besides the pale blue stains, or tattooing on the face, the 
women are dark, squalid, hi ear-eyed, and haggard, before they 
are thirty, and the men have a look of care and misery, which 
wrinkles their brow more than age. The general poverty of their 
dress, alld the filth which is observed through all classes and con
ditions, except that of the very highest, increases the effect of 
their deformities. 

The cutaneous eruption of the skin, which commences at 
Aleppo, and extends through Orfa, Diarbekr, Mardin, and Moosul, 
to Bagdad, is not known .here j but !bera are many afflicted with 
leprosy, who live in huts apart from the rest of the inhabitants, 
on the banks of the creek leading to the river, and who subsist 
entirely by casual charity. 

Upon the whole, therefore, the general impression likely to be 
made on the mind of a European visiting Bussorah, would be, that 
~t is an ill-built and half-ruined city) seated in a climate which is 
for half the year intolerable, defiled by filth enough to engender 
of itself the most pestilential diseases, and inhabited by an igno
rant, a wretched, and an ugly race of people,-without an)' other 
advantages to set against these evils, than that of a favourable 
situation for trade, an agreeable ,.inter, and an abundance and 
• variety of provisions. 



CHAPTER X III. 

HISTORY OF THE JOA SAMEE PIRATES, AND 'rHEIR ATTACKS ON 

BRITi H SHIPS. 

ov. ] 8th, 1816.-THE squadron in Bushire Roads, consisting 
of his Maj ty's hip Challenger, Captain Brydges, and the East 
India Company's crllizer, Mercury, Ariel, and Vestal, were re
ported to be now ready for sea. Their departure was therefore 
fixed for to-day, and the destination of all was said to be Ras..el
Khyma, and other ports of the Joas amee pirates ill the Persi 
Gulf; from whence, when the obj ct of the expedition wa accom
plished, one of the cruizer was intended to be dispatched to 
Bombay, and the others would follow their respective orders. 

hort a my acquaintance with the commanders of these yes. 
els had been, it was fficient to procure for me the r of a 
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passage from each, as far as the quadron might proce d together, 
and the assurance of a reception on board the hip de tined for 
, . 
Bombay, whenever they might epa rate. Captain Bla t,ofth Mer-
cury, I had before met a,t Mocha on my fir t voyage to India, but 
his ill health obliging him to quit his hip" and l' main on hore 
at Bushire, until her retUrll from the pirate coast, the ommand 
devolved on hi fir t lieutenant. lVIr. Bruce, the re ident of 
B~hire, and Lieutenant Taylor of the Bombay army, with an 
Arab MoHah, a PersiaIl Mirza, an Art{lenian secretary, a pilot, 
and a train of native servants, w re, however, all going to a ist 
in the negociations with th pirates on the oast; and a the 
Mercury was the largest v ssel, and the only one of th J whole 
whose return to Bu hire was certain, they were all to t!mbark 
in her. 

Colonel Cor ellis and my elf, who were both destined for 
Bombay, had therefore determined on taking our passuge in one 

, of the others; but the .solicitatiun~ on, the part of Mr. Brnce 
and Mr. Taylo~' to be of their party, were so pre singly kind, and 
seemingly incere, that notwith tanding the already crowded num
ber destined to join them, we yi lded to their p r uasion . 

The history of the ri e of these J oassamee pir~es, to whose 
port the squadroll 'was destined, wa, as far a I could learn, 
briefly this. The line of coa:t from Cap Mu senndom to 
Bahrain on the Arabian ide of the Persian Gulf, had been from 
time immemorial occupied by a tribe of Arabs called Joas amees. 
These, from local po ition, were all engaged in marit.ime pur
suits. Some traded in their o~n small vessels to Bu sorah, 
Bushire, Muscat, and even India; other annually fi hed in their 
own boats on the pearl banks of Bahrain; and a still greater 
number hired themselves out as sailors to navigate the coa t

ing small craft of the Persian Gulf. All, however, were so much 
more kilful, industrious, and faithful in their engagements, 
than the other tribes of the coast, that they were always preferred, 
and ntly spoken of as the best peop throughout the Gulf . 

• 
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On the rise of the reformed religion of Ahd-ul-Wahab, when 
Derryheea, the whole of NedJed, and all the interior of Ammaan, 
had submitted to his doctrine, the sea-coa!;t next bt'came the 
object of conquest and conveT1'Iion, and the arms of the Wahabees 
were consequently directf>d against Ras-el....Khyma as the ~cat of 
the Joas~mee Arabs, the only tribe in this part of Arabia who 
had not yet submitted to their doctrines. • 

During three whole years, it is said, ~hese irreligious saHors 
resisted all the attempts that were made, both by the pen and 
sword, to bring them over to the new doctrines and precepts, 
held out to them as the only one which their own original faith 
enjoined, or by the observance of which they could hope for 
salvation. 
• The force of arms, however, at length prevailed; for as the 
Wahabee power became more extended throughout the tented 
deserts, ill which it round its first prose1ytes, the chiefs and war
riors were ablf' to direct all their strength to subdue the refractory 

spirit of those, who had so long bidden successful defiance to their 
exhortations and their threats. 

The town of Ras-el-Khyma, with all its dependencies along 
the coast, therefore, submitted, and at the same moment that they 
received the conquerors within their gates, they bowed submission 
to the new doctrines which thpy taught, and swore fidelity to 
such laws and injunctions as the most learned and holy of the 
leaders might pronounce these doctrines to impose. 

The tenets of Ahd-ul-Wahab have heen too often explained 
to need a repetition in detail: they enjoin the worship of one 
God, a belief in his prophets, among whom they admit of 
Abraham, Moses, and Christ, as distinguished leaders, and hold 
Mohammed to he the seal of them all: they consider the Koran 
to be a sufficient guide for all the purposes of policy and morals, 
and insist on the strictest observance of its maxims. It is thus 
that the right of conquest over infidels, the promulgation of their 
faith by fire and sword, '1ft.d the perfect disposal of the IiIIee and 
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propertjes of their prisoners, are preached"not merely as admis
sible, but indispensalile duties, binding on all adherents of the 
true faith, and both cowardly and criminal nut to carry into 
execution, 

The conquered Jo~.;;semeE's were called upon to abandon not 
only their former corrupted faith, but also their former mode of 
living; the mer~t of which ill indu~try, sohriety, and lith-lit)', was 
far-outbalanced by the defiling state of communication ill whieh 
they lived with uubE'lievers and strangers to the trUl~ God. They 
obeyed the call with all the enth\1sia~m ''''hieh IIt'W relj~ions are 
so frequently found to inspire', and lived for a short time 011 the 
scanty 'Productions of their own soil, and tht' fish of their own 
waters. Thin, however. could not last lung ; the spark of religious 
zeal once kindled. either bursts into a hlaze. or bc('omes again cx~ 
tinguh.hcd; for if in any lme state of' feeling more than another 
a stationary medium ('anuot he admitted, it is ('('J'taiBl) ill the 
fanaticism of new eonvcr~s to a pr<JSelyt.izing faith. The ."'as
samet:s, therefore, u.iJ't'ded their views to war and ('OJl()Ul'st; their 
leaders easily per:-.uudt>d them that God was on tht'ir side, and 
that therefore the legion!'; of hell itself could not pr<·vail against 
them. ancl as their own feelings accorded with the admollitions 
of their teachers, war amI plunder was thE' univ('rs.1.1 cry, and 
destruction to infidels was vowed in the same hreath that uttt!red 
the name of their merciful Creator, and implored hi:-; aid to the 
accomplishment of their holy Jabou~. The local pnsitioll of the 
Joasommees offered them no wide field of eonquest hy lalid: hut 
as the ~ea wa.;; still before them, like tht' gn>at high-way of 
nations on which men of every faith and denomination had 
hItherto ~!"d unmolested, they determined to reap the harvest 
of their toiu; on what might he termed in every sem,e their own 
element. 

The small coasting-vessels of the Gulf, from tll,-ir defenceless 
state, were the first object of their pursuit, and these soon feU an 
easy JlI'IY; until, emboldened by success,"rbey directed their'riews 
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to more arduous enterprizes, and having otce tasted the sweets 
of p!under in the increase of their wealth, had determined to 
attempt more promising: victories. 

About the year 1797, one of the East India Company's vessels 
of wa .. , the Viper, of ten gUllS, was lying at anchor in the inner 
roaus of Rushin>. Some <.lows of the Joassamees were at the same 
moment anchored in the harbour; but as their warfare had 
hitherto heen waged only against what are called native vesse1s, 
and they had either feared or respected the British flag, no hostile 
measures were ever pursued against them by the English ships. 
The commanders of these dows had applied to the Persian agent 
of the Briti,h East India Company there, for a bupply of English 
gunpowdC'r amI cannon-shot for tht.'ir cruizt'; and. as this man had 
no suspieions uf their intentions, he furnished tllem with an order 
to the cOllunanding officer 011 'hoard for the quantity' required 
The Captain of the Viper wa~ on shore at the time, in the 
Agent's house, but the. order being produced to the officer 011 

boaru, the powder and shot were delivered, and the dows weighed 
allu made sail. The t:-rew of the Viper W('re at this moment 
taking their hreakfast oh.deck, and the officer~ were below; w~en, 
on a sudden, a cannonadin~ was npcned on them by two of thp 
dows, who attempted also to hoard. The officers, leaping on deck, 
called the crew to quarters, and cutting their cab1e, got sail upon 
the ship, so a$ to have the advulltagt> of mam:e~vring. A reg1lJar 
engagemcllt flOW took place !hetween this small cruizer and four 
dows, ull armed with great guns, and fuB of men. In the contest., 
Lieut. CarruthC'rs, the cOluma.ng officer, was once wounded- 1>1. 
a ball through the loins; but. after girding a handk~chief rountl 
his waist, he ,till kept the deck, till a ball entering lIis forehtad, 
he fell. Mr. Salter, the midshipman Oil whom the tnmmand de
volved, continued to fight tlj." ship with determined bravery, and, 
after a 8tout resistance, heat them oW, chased them some distance 
out to sea, and subsequently regained t;he anChorage with safety. 

The lives lost on ~d the Coml>any~ cruiser on this lICea.ion 
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wel"\! considerable, aJlll there was somethmg so glaringly treache
rous on the part of the pirates in tbe dair, that it was believed 
it would call forth the immediate vengeance of the British Go
vernment in India. No hostilities were, however, commenced 
against the perpetrators of this piratical <lttempt; nor, as far as 
is known, 'was.a,ny remonstrance, or even enquiry, made on the 
occasion. 

Several years elapsed before the wounds of the first defeat 
were suffic!'tntly healed to induce a second atteJCllpt on vessels 
under the Britis)1 flag, though a constant state of warfare was still 
kept lip against the small· craft of the Gulf. This, however, at 
length occurred about the year 1804, when a new race of young 
warriors might be supposed to have replaced the slain and wounded, 
that in this period had been disabled, or fallen in hattIe •. 

• 
Aloou.t the year 1804, the EaSt India Company's cruiser, Fly, 

was taken by a French privateer,'p1f ~b,e i~land. of Kenn, in the 
Persian Gulf; but before the enem,y ·ooarded her, she ran into 
shoal water, near. that island, ana sunk t~ Government dist>atches, 
and some treasure with which they we" charged, in about two 
and a half fathoms of water, taking ':J!I'rks fQl" the recovery ·of 
~hem, if possible, at some future period. ' The passengers 'and crew 
were tak~n to Bushire. where several other vessels were captured 
by the French ship, and consequp.ntly a number of prisoners were 
co]J.ected there, as·all were set at liberty, except the commander, 

• Lieut. Mainwaring, and his officers, Mr. Arthur and Mr. Maillard, 
who were taken to the Isle of France, prohably with a view to 
~change. A number of those wJ!p were left behind, including .. 
Mr. Y owllftld Mr. Flowers, gentl~en, and one Pennel, a scainan, 
purchased by s)lbscription a country dow at Bushire, and fitted 
h.~ out with necessaries for ' hcr voyage to Bomb~y. On. their 
passage down Il,e Gulf,.aa they t~ught it would be .practicable 
to ·recover the Government packet 'lind treasure sunk "If Kenn, 
they repaired to thai .island, and were successful, after much ex
ertion. in recoverinK the former. which 4linl! in their estillll'tion 
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of the first importance, as the dispatches -.iIIre from England to 
Bombay, they sailed with them on thpir way thither, without loss 
of time. -.1' 

Near the mouth of the Gulf, between Cape M"ssunndom al1d 
the island called the Great Tomb, they were captured by Ii Jleet 
of Joassamee boats, after some resistance, in wh~h several w'ere 
wounded, and taken into their chief port at Ras-el-Khyma. Here . , 
they were detained in hope of ranSOID, and during their stay w,.ere 
shown to the pl!ople of the lewn as curiosities, no s~lI!.llar beings 
having been before seen there within the memoty of man. The 
Joassamee ladies were so minute in their enqAiric8, indeed, that 
they were not satisfied without determining in what rCbpect ati 
uncircumcised infidel differed from a true believer. 

~When these unfortunate EngHshlllcn had remained for several 
months in the possession of the Arabs, and no hope of their mn~om 
appeared, it was dete~ned 19 put them to death, and thus rid 
themselves of unpro:6.ta~emies. An anxiety to p .... eserve life; 
howevet, induced the suggestiQn,7>n their parts, !,f a plan fQC tIw 
tllIllporary prolongation;ff it, at least. With this view, they co~
municated to the .chief Oi"the pirates the fact of' their having sunk 
a quantity of treasure near the island of Kenn, and of their knO,,(
ing the ntarks of the- spot, by bearings of objects on shore, with 
sufficient accuracy to recover it, if furnil!ihed with gdyd divers. 
They oft"red, therefore, to purchase their own liberty by a xe
covery of this money for their <"'ptors; and on the fulJilment of 
their engagement it was 'solemnly promised to be granted to 
them. 

They soon saile<l for the "'t, accompanied by divers accus. . 
tomed to that occupation on the pearl banks of BAhrain. and. em 
their anchoring at the precise points of bearing tak.~ihey ~ 
mence<.,i their labours. The ~rst diverll who ."1't dow!' we;e 80 

successf\ll, that all the crewf~llowed iii: <their turns, so that the 
vessel was at Olle time ~ost entirely abanci.ned at anchor. As 
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the men, too, were alii'&> busily occupied in their golden harvest, 
the moment appeared favourable for escape; and tlie still captiv~ 
Englishmen were already at their slations to overpower the few 
on board, Clit the cable, and make sail. Their motions were 
either' seen or suspected, as the divers repaired on board. in haste. 
and the scheme jWas thus frustrated. 

They were now given their liberty, as promised, by being • • 
lall4ied on the island of Keno, where, however, no means offered 
for their i"l.~ediate escape. The piJAtes, having Itt the same time 
landed themselve$ _ on the island, commenced a general mabsacre 
of the inhabitant.;' in which their released prisoners, fearing they 
rriight be included, fled for shelter to clefts amI hiding-places in 
the rock.. During their refuge here, they lived on such food as 
chance threw in their way, going out under cover of the mght to 
steal .. goat and drag it to their haunts. 

When the pirates had at le~th ' CQm'pleted their work of 
blood, and .either murdered or <!rh·eIlJl'l'. every former inhabitant 
of thot island, theY'luitted it them~eo,.with the treasure which 
they had thus collected from the sea and ~e shore. The Englisll
men now ventured to come out from their hidipg.places, and to 
think of devising some means for their escape. Their.good fortune, 
in a mOll)ent of despair, threw them on the .wreck of a boat, near 
the beacl\whicn was still capable of repair. In searching about 
the uow deserted town, other materials were found, which were , 
of use to them, and sufficient plank and log" of wood for tbe 
construction of a raft. These ':Vere both completed in a rew days, 

!&nd the party embarked on them in two divisions, to efiect a 
passage to the Persian shore. on'i!" of these, ,the boat, was lost in 
the attemnt- arid all on board her perished; while the raft, with 

• .!"-
the renl81ll,der of the party, reached safe. 

As the packet of G""ernment di.".tches had been found- only 
to contain papers, 'whicl1lbe Arabs neither understood nor valued, 
it had constantly r-..ined in the possessiPn of these unfortunate 

Sol! 
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suifere,.; who 'had guarded it with an,alm4 religious zeal, and it 
still was preserved to' them )ly being with the remnant of th~ party 
thus reJp.ainin~ 

Having gaiRed the main-land, they HOW, set out on foot.towardl 
Bushire, followini_the ljpe of the coast for the sake of the ' viliagllS 
and water, In this they are said to have sufferedtincredible Jiard
ships and privations of every kifld. No one. knew thelangu+ of 

, ~ - . 
the country perfectly, and the roads and places of refreshlll!'nt ~till 
Ie .. ; they were in general destitute of clqthes and 'P0ney, . alld 
constantly sUbject "to plunder and imposition, poor as they were:" 
Their food was therefot. often scanty, and always of the worst 
kin'd; aml they had neither shelter from the burning sun of the 

. day. nor from the. chilli~g dews of night. 
The -.Indian sailors, sipahees, and servants, of whom a few 

wer<\ still r~maining when they set out, had all dropped oif by 
turns; "and j!vell abanaOBed' on the road, in the 
most atFectillg way, ~eu of their comrades,: who had 
little else to expect but follow their fate. One ins_·.~ 
mentioned of their one who could match no further, 
at the distanee of only a mile from a village; and"on;-mtirlling 
to the spot OR. the morrow, under the hope of restoring· him to 
their, party, hi. mangled bones only were found, as he' had been 
devoured during the night by jackals: Tm,' packet .being light, 
was still, h~wever, carried by tur~ and.. preserved through all 
obstacles and .difficulties; aRd with ·it they 'reacJ>ed'at length the 
island of Busheab, to which they <;rossed over.· in ... 'boat from the 
malO. 

Here' they were detained, aM money was ' eYen ·· demande.I of 
them by the Sheik, for his protection, or permission, I'D I~d on pis 
Island. Finding entreaty would not wevail on' ~itable 
chief to forward their views, t~y held a ~ghertoDe,fand,· defence
less as they were, a succession of miseries'had given them fortitu<!e 
enough ,to brave insolence with firmnes8i.u.d U, threaten the fu"l1'~ 
vengeance of the Briti&;.Govemment"ifjlley..were not instantly 
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furnished by him w;ft a· boat for ~he conveyance "I' themselves 
a\rd the dispatches in . their charge to'l3ushire. This had the de-

o 

sired effect: the boat was proyided, and the party embarked. One 
of the gen,lemen expired in the act of beinf( con~ed from the 
shore, several others died on the voyage itself, alld one after their 
arrifal at Bushire; leaving, out C!f all their numerous party, two 
survivors,-Mr.low}, an 'officer bf a merchant !hip, and Pennel, 
an Ehglish seaman. 

These ultimately reached Bombay with the packet, for the 
preservation of which they were thought to he adequately reward
ed by a mere letter of thanks from thp. ~OVp.rnml'nt. t ,hpl'P. Rftpl' 

these almost unexampled sufferings. 
In the following year, two English hrig's, the Shannon, Captain 

Babcock, and the Trimmer, Captain Cummings, w"t;re on their 
voyage from Uombay to Bussorah, both of them belonging to· Mr. 
Manesty, the Company's Resident at that place. These. were both 
attar::ked, near the islands ,?f Poliar a.'pn1 by severa 1 boats, al'ld, 
ailer a very slight I't'sistance on t . of the Shannon only, 
were taken possession of, and a pa ". the crew of each, and' 
these Indians, put to the sword. Captain Rabco('k: l1aving been 
seen by one of1:he Arabs to discharge a musket dvrin~ the con
test, was taken by them on shorf': and after a consultatiolJ. on 
his fate, it was determined that h. should forfeit the ann by which· 
this act of resistance wa,w ooml~itted. I twas aecorm IIbl'!. y severed 
from his body 'by one stroke of a sabre, and no stt'ps were taken 
either to bind up tb~ wound, or" to prevent his bleeding to death. 
The captain himselfhad yet sufficient presence of mind left, how
ever, to think of means for his own AAfety, and there being near 
him some ghee,.or clarified butter, he procured this to be heated, 
alld, while Jlet warm, thr~~ the bleeding stump of his arm into it. 
It had the effect of I .... e"ing the e/f'~sion of blood, and ultimately 
of saving a life that woultl otherwise most probably have been lost. 

The crew were then all made prisoners, and taken to a pott of 
Arabia, from whence they gradually dis~ and escaped. 1:he 
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vessels them""lv,," were additionally anned,' bn. of them mount-
iog twenty guns, manned with Arab crews, and sent from RIlS4lI
Khyma to cruise in the Gulf, wht're they cOlllluitted many success-
ful piracies on maritime trade. . 

Had these been some of the East India Company'. ship" of.war, 
it i8 not improbable but that the lIffair 'Xuula have been pasoed 
over unnoticed, as was done in the case"of the Vip'cr; but belong
ing to Mr. Manesty, pecuniary interesrurged what a regard to.the 
honour of the flag had not yet been sufficiently powerful even to 
suggest. A str<>ng remonstrance was made by Mr. Ma1Iesty td the 
chief of the pirates in _ir own port, and threats held out of re
taliation, which, as they time from one c10thed with official power, 
were probably regarded as the sentiments of the Governm~t itself, 
though they are now believed to have been those of tlie ships' 
o":,ner alone, exerting himself to recover his lost property. 

The Government, indeed, were not only indifferent to the in
sult shPwn their flag, ana'the injury done to commerce geherally, 
by the triumphs of th~ ~less plunderers, but an order was 
issued by the President in' Council, directing all the commanders 
.of the Bombay Marine, not on any considetation t<] attack or DI~ 
lest these infWCeftt natives pf the Gulf, and threatening to vi&t 
with th8 displeasure of, the Government any among them who 
might be found in any way to interrupt them l>r W provoke their 
a.nger. 

Within a year or two after .this, an attack was made upon the 
East India Company's cruiser, Fury, of six guns, commanded by 
Lieutenant Gowan, wilen carrying dispatches from Bussorah to 
Bombay. The attack Was made by several boats in company, and 
'during a short calm; but the resistsnce made was determined and 
effectual, and the boats were made to sheer off, wit)J. ·~ lbas of a 
great' number_of men. On tbe arrival of the Fl")' at Bombay, the 
eommander waited on the governor in the usual way t but · on re-, . 
porting the affair of the battle, instead of being applauded for his 
spirited resistance, and' his preservation' of ~ 'dispatehes under 
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his .charge, he receif'"ed a sev~re reprimand from th,e Governor 
himSelf in perron, for disobeying the orders given, and daring 
to molest the ilInocent and ullf!tlimdiug Arabs of these seas. 

The Governor_ of that · period, froUl ignorance of the cha,racter 
of this pe<>ple, could' never be perslJaded that they were the ag
greosors, and -constantl: upb .... ided tl,e officers of the English 
·ves$t!ls with having in 8011\' way provo~ed the attack/? of which 
thel complained;_continul'hg ' still to insist OIl the observance of 
~e ordersfin not firing on these vessell) until they had first been 
fired- at by;hem. -

.... Th~ MorniQgton, of twenty-four gu~s, and tlle Teignmouth, 
of eighteen, both ships of war in ,the Jlembity Marine, were suc
cessivel,t attacked by these da.ring marauders, who w(~re. now ern
boldene<\ by the forbearance of the British Government, to' ~.ttempt 
the stoutest of their ve~ls, since they very naturally imputed .to 
cowardice a conduct which s(~arcely any. but the members of the 
.Government itself could at all unders\Il.lld'"or explain. 
, .In the year lHOR, the force of the Joa.·.;samees having gradu
ally· incre4~ed, and becqmillg Hushed; with the pride of victory, 
their insulting a:ttacks"on the British flag were more numerous 
and more desperate than ever. The)'~rst of these was OB the ship 
Minerva, ,of J3QJnbay~ on her voyage to Bussorah, belon~llg also 
to Mr. Manesty, ' Th~ attack was commenced by several boat8,
for they never cruize singly,-.anq. a spirited resistance ill a rUlining 
fight was kept. up, · at intervals, fo~ .several days iu succession. A 
favourable moment off~red, however, for boarding j the f';hip was 
overpowered by numbers, and carried amidst a general massaae. 
The captain was said to have been .cut up.into·separate pieees, and 
thrown· overboard by fragments; the second mate and carpenter' 
were alone spar.~, p~obab~y to make use of their services; and an 
AJ::menian lady,.the wife of Lieut. Taylor, then at~Bushire~ was' 
reserved perh~ps for still greater sulfering •. 

The ship was taken liafely into Ras-el-KhYI1la, twenty gun. 
of .diJfer.ent calil,;e were ' monnted 011 ,h ... and she was sent to 
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cruise in the Gulf. The second mate was still kept on shore, at 
the town; the carpenter was sent into the country, to procure 
materials and construct gun-carriages, &c.; and Mrs. Taylor was 
still held' 01 the most afflicting bondage for several.tnonths, and 
Was at length ransomed by ~r. Bruce. of Bw,hire, for a large sum. 

A few weeks after this, the Sylph, one of the East India (',.",1-

pany's cruh,(>'fs, of sixty tons, a,!d lDv!IlIting eight guns, :was a,c.. 

companying the Mission under Sir Harford Jones, from BoIl)Jlay 
to Pers.ia, when, being separated from the rest of tb' squadron., 
she was attacked in the Gulfby a fleet of dows. Th_ bor.down 
with all the menacing ~ttitude of hostility; but as the commander, 
Lieut. Graham, had "rc.cd from the Bombay Government the 
same orders ab all the rest of his brother officers in the Marine, 
not to 9pen his fire 011 any of these vessels until he had b~en first 
fired on himself, the ship was hardly prell"red for battle, and tile 
colours were not even hoisted to apprise them to what nation she 
belollged. The dows apprpached, threw their long overhang ... g 
prows across the Sylph's beam, and, pouring in a shower of stones 
on her deck, beat down and wounded almost everyone who stood ' 
on it. They then boarded, and made the ship an easy prize, before 
mo,!e than a single shot had been fired, aud, in taeir usual way, 
put everyone whom they found alive to the sword. Lieut. Gra
ham fell, covered with wounds, down the fore hatchway of his 
own vesse~ where he was dragged by some of the crew into a 
store-room. in which they had secreted themselves, and barricadoed 
the door with a crow-oar from,.within; while a Per8ian passenger, 
Mahomed Hussein Khan, who->was attached to the Mission as a 
secretary, had crawled i~to on~ of the cabin lockers abaft, with the 
same VIew. 

The crui.er was thus completely in the possession of the enemy, 
who made sail on her, and were bearing her off in triumph to 
their own P!'rt, ill company with their boats. Not many hours had 
elapsed, however, before the Nereid tJMate, Captain Corbett, the 
Commodore of the squodron from which the Sylph bad separated, 
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hove in sight, and perceiving this vessel in company with thf> 
dows, without any apparent resistance, judged her to be a prize 
in poesession of the' pirates. She accordingly gave them all 
chase, and coming up with the brig, the Arabs took to their boal, 
and abandoned her, when she was laken possession of by the 
frigate, and secured. The chase was continued after the dows 
themselves, but. without saeces., owing to the detention here 
occasioned, and tbeir own superior sailing: though it is said that 
the Nerei& sunk one of them by a broadside. 

Only tmee days after this, the East India Company's cruiser 
Nautilus, of fourteen guns, commanded by Lieut. Bennet, was 
proceeding up the Gulf with dispatches, lind on passing the islond 
of Anjar, on the south side of Kishma, near the Persian shore, 
was attacked by a squadron of these pirates, consisting of a bug
hal&, a dow, and two ~rnnkies; the two former mounting great 
guns, the others having oars as well as sails, but being all full of 
a.."ed men. The attack was made in, the .most skilful and regular 
manner, the two larger vessels bearing down on the starboard-bow, 
and the smaller ones on the quarter. As Lieut. Bennet had re
ceived the same positive orders as his brother officers, not to com~ 
mence an attack until fired on, he reserved his guns until they 
were so dose to him that their dancing and brandishing of spears, 
the attitudes with whicl\ they menace deat~ ('oultl be distinctly 
seen, and their songs and war-sbouts heard. The bow~gun was 
then fired across their hawse, as a signal for them to desist, and the 
British colmtrs were displayed. ·'This being disregard"", it was 
followed by a second shot, which had no more effect. A momen t'. 
consullation was then held by the officers, when it was thought a 
want of regard to their own safety to use further forbearance, and 
a broadside was inSlantly discharged among them all. 

An action 'now commeneed between the Nautilus and the 
two largest of the boats, mounting cannon, and continued for 
nearly an hour; the ttllnkies lying on their oars during the 
contest to await its result, and seize tire first favourable moment 

8H 
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to board. As the superiority on the part of the cruiser became 
more decidediy apparent, the&e, howevcT, fled, and were soon fol
lowed by the ot1wr~, the whole of whom the Nautilll~ pursued, 
and fired on during the chase as long as her shot would tell. In 
this action, the English boatswain was killed, and Lieutenant 
Tanner slightly wounded; but the destructiun in the boats was 
thought to hav(~ beclt cOlHsilierab1e. 

These repeated aggre>sions at length opened the eyes of the 
Bombay Governmt>lIt to the weakness of their own forbearance, 
and tht> public voice seemed to call for some stroke of revpnge 
on the injuries and insults that had for so many years been offered 
to the British flag, anu to those who sailed undcr its protection. 
An expedition was a(,cordingly a .. mb1ed at Bombay, ('onsisting 
of European and Indian troops, and ships of war, both from the 
Navy and the EU!it India Company's Marine, at: well as transports 
for the service of the whole. The naval force consis\td of' La 
Chiffone frigate, Captain Wp.inwright, as Commodore of the squa
dron; his Majcsty'!'j ship Caroline, of thirty-eight guns, Captain 
Gordon; and ei{!;ht of the East India Company's cruisers, namely, 
the Mornington, 'rernate, Aurora, Prince of Wales, Ariel, Nautilus, 
Vestal, and l<'ury, with four large transports, and the Stromboli 
bomb-ketch. The military force was composed of the 65th regi
ment of foot, a detachment of the 47th, a. detachment of the Bom_ 
bay artillery, forming altogether about a thousand men, and about 
a thousand native troops, or sipaheas, all under the command of 
Colonel Smith of the G5th. 

The fleet sailed from Bombay in the month of September, and 
the fir!o<t incident of the voyage was certainly an inauspicious one, 
for when scarcf>ly clear of the harbour's mouth, the bottom of the 
Stromboli fell out, and the vessel sunk in an instant; drowning 
Lieutenant Sealy of the Artillery, and Lieutenant Taylor of the 
Marine, who were on board, as well as a great portion of her 
crew; This vessel, it seems, however, was one of the most unfit 
that could be selected for the service she was destined to perform. 
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At a period long previous to this, she had been condemned as 
unfit for service, and lay for nearly three years moored ofl' the 
entrance to Tannah ri"er, or the strait which separates the Island 
of Salsette from the Mahratta coast, as a floating battery, From 
thence she had been removed to the lower part of Bombay har
bour, and moored at the Sunken rock as a buoy. Yet, on the 
fitting out of this expedition for the Persian Gulf, she was 
tho)1ght fit not merely to cross the Arabian Sea, but to be deeply 
laden with bombs and shells, the heaviest and most difficult 
cargo to be borne by any vessel, and requiring a frame of more 
than ordinary strength to support. The cons('qucnce of thi~ 

injudicious, not to say blind and ignorant selection, was the 10&" 
of the only bomb-vessel, in a B.et destined for bombarding, with 
the lives of two valuable officers, and a portion of the Cft'W on 
board her. 

The ~oyage was still continued, and after a long passage the 
expedition reached Muscat, where jt remained for many c4ty:-. 
to refresh and arrange their future phins; giving thus, at the 
same time, sufficit>nt advice of their approach to their enemies, 
and ample time for them to prepare for their reception. The 
fleet at length sailed, and soon after reached Ras-el-Khyma, the 
chief port of the pirates within the Gulf. Here the squadron 
anchored abreast of the towlI, and the troops were landed under 
cover of the ships and boats. The inhabitants of the town 
assembled in crowds to reJl:f1 their invaderti; Lut the firm line, 
the regular volleys, and the steady charge of the troops at the 
point of the bayonet, overcame every obstacle, and multiplied thf> 
heaps of the slain. A general conflagration was then ordered, and 
a general plunder permitted to the troops. The town was set on 
fire in all parts, and about sixty sail of boats and dows, with the 
Minerva, a ship which they had taken from the English, then 
lying in the roads, were all burnt and destroyed. 

The complete conquest of the place was thus efl'ected with 
very triffing loss on the part of the bes:egers, and some plunder 

SH2 
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collected; though it was thought that most of the treasure and 
valuables which they possessed had been removed into the interior 
on the first news of their enemies appro<tch. A journal of the 
second-mate of the Minerva., up to the day before the siege, was 
said to have been founo, but he himself was not heard of; so that 
he was conj('('tured to have been killed on the first hostile steps 
of Ilis countrymen. 

Thi~ career of victory was, however, suddenly damped by the 
report of the approach of a large body of troops from the interior, 
and though none of these were seen, this ideal reinforcement 
seemed to have struck a panic on the leaders of the invading 
party. A general order was issued for the plunder to ('casc, and 
the troops wert' instantly recalled and reimharked. This tbey 
did with some precipitation, and were fired at during their retreat 
by the yet 3nsubdued inhabitants, who had rallied to bid a second 
defiance, or to claim a victory over those who had thus hastily 
withdrawn. Q 

The embarkation took place at daylight in the morning; and 
while the fleet remained at anchor during the whole of the day, 
parties were still set>n assembling on the shore, displaying their 
('OIOUTS, hrandishing their swords and spears, and discharging 
their muskets from all points; so that the conquest was scarcely 
as complete as could be wished, since no fonnal act of submission 
had yet been shown. TJle officers of the expedition are them
selves said to have regretted that their work was to be abandoned 
so prematurely; but whether the report of the reinforcements 
expected from the interior, or the temporizing and lukewarm 
instructions of the Bombay Government, guided the measures of 
the leaders in their retreat, is not accurately known. 

From Ra<-e\.Khyma the expedition proceeded to Lings, a 
small port of the Joassamees, on the opposite side of the Gulf, on 
the Persian coast, and a little to the eastward of the eastern end 
of the Island of Kishma. From this place the inhabitants Hed 
into the mountains on the approach of the vessels, taking all 
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their moveables with them. The town wa.'·;, therefore, taken 
possession of without resistance, and hurned to the ground, and 
such boats as Were found there were also de6troyed. 

The force had now become separated, the grcllwr portion of 
the troops being sent to Muscat for ~upplies, or bciJl~ deemed 
unnecessary, and some of the vessels :sent on s(~paratc :-'cl'vices 
of blockading passages, &('. The remaining portion of the expe
dition, consitoCting of La Chiffone frigate, aud four of' the cruisers, 
the·Mornington, T ernate, Nautilus, and j"ury, and t\ .. ·o transportR, 
with about five hundred troop~, chiefly British, procet·ued from 
Linga to Luft, another port uf the Joassa1llCl'S, un the Horthern 
side of the Island of Kishma. As the channel here was narrow 
ang difficult of approach, the ships were warpeu into their !'tations 
of anchorage, and It summons was sent on shore, il S tlw l)('oplc 
had not here abandonl~u their town, hut were found tt their posts 
of defence, in a large and strong CruitlC, with mall)' hatteries, 
redoubts, &c. well dcfeuded by natqre and strengthened hy ilrt. 
The summons being treated with disdaili. tIlt' tr()()p~ WE're landed 
with Colonel Smith at their head; and while timning 011 the 
beach, a slight skirmish took pla('c with such of the inhahitnnts 
as fled for shelter to the castle. The troops tht'u advanced to
wards the fortress, which is dcscrihed to have had walls fourteen 
feet thick, pierced with 100I'~hnlE's, and only Ont~ cntrall('C through 
a small gate, well cased with iron han. and bolts, in the strongest 
manner. With a howitzer, taken for the o('ca&ioTl, it was intended 
to have blown this gate open, and to have taken tht> place hy 
storm; but on Tt"a('hing it, while th(' ranks opelIt'd, and the 
men so'Ught to surround the castle to ::,eek for ::.ome other en_ 
trance at t.he same time, they were picked off so rapidly and 
unexpectedly from the loop-~lOles above, that a general flight 
took place, the howitzer was abandoned, even before it had bet!n 
fired, and both the officers and the troops sought shelter by 
lying down behind the ridges of sand and little hillocks imme
diately underneath the castle walls. 
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An Irish officer, jllmping up trom his hiding-place, and callil1g 
on some of his comrades to follow him in au attempt to rescue the 
howitzer, was killed in the enterprise. Such utherR as even raised 
their head):, to loe-k around them, were picked off' by the musketry 
from above; and the whole of the troops lay therefore hidden in 
this way. until the darkness of the night favlmred their escape to 
the beach, where they embarked after sun-set, the eDemy having 
made no sally on them from the fort. A message was then con
veyed by some means to the chief in the castle, giving him a 
second summons to submit, and fixing on two hours after mid
night for the period of evacuation, which if not complied with, 
the ships, it was threatened, would bombard the castle from a 
nearer anchorage, and no quarter he afterwards shown. With the 
dawn of morning, all eyes '''ere directed to the fortress, when, to 
the surprise of the whole squadron, a man was seen ,!\,aving the 
British Union flag on the summit of its walls. Lieutenant Hall, 
wh.o had commanded the Str,omboli bomb vessd at the time of her " 
sinking, and was saved by swimming, now commanded the l<'ury, 
which was one of the vessels nearest to the shore. During the 
night he had gone on shore alone, taking an union.jack in his 
hand, and advanced singly to the castle-gate. The fortress had 
already been abandoned by the greater number of the inlfh.bitants, 
but some few still remained there. These, however, fled at the 
approach of an individual, either from deeming all further resist
ance unavailing, or from supposing, probahly, that no one would 
come singly, but as a herald to others immediately following for 
his support. Be this as it may, the castle was entirely abandoned, 
and the British flag waved on its walls by this daring officer, to 
the surprise and admiration of all the fleet. The town and for
tifications were then taken possession of; and as this was a settle
ment which had beon taken by the Joassamees from the Imaum 
of Muscat, it was delivered over, with all that it contained, to 
such of the Imaum·s people as accompanied the expedition iti 
their boats. 



HISTORY OF THE JOASSAMEE PIRATES. 423 

From Luft the forces proceeded to MagQo, a small port to the 
eastward, on the Persian ~hore, between Cap'-! (\'rtl;':o. and C<4)e 
Bestion, and froIU th'l~llce to Shargpy, Gezirt't-l'l-Hannnara, and 
Rumms, three '~mall towns OJ) tlJ{' opposite coast, Ileal' to Has-el
Khyma, where nothing was dfeeted hut the destruction of such 
boats as were found at each of them; this bcilJg the extcut of the 
orders of the Bombny GoVt'rnmeut, a~ it woulll seem, to the lead-
ers "of the exped!tion. . 

When the bottom of the Gulf had been thus swept round, the 
expedition returned to Must'at, where they fl'joineu the detached 
forces under the C.woline fri!-!:ate, and rcmailHxl slime day~' at this 
rendezvous to refrei:>h aud repose. 

On the sailing of the fleet from hence, the forces were aug
Inented by a body of troops belonging to the huaulIl, destined to 
assist in the recovery of a place called Shenaz, 011 the (·oa:st, about 
midway between Muscat and Cape Mussmmdom, tall'lI fro)); him 
by th(' Joassamecs. On their arrival at this plact'. a SUUmlDlIS 

WI\S ~;t>nt, commanding the fort to sur;('lIllcr, which hdng re
fused, a hombardment was opened from the ~hips and hoats, but 
without producing much effect. 011 the following JIlornillg, the 
whole of the troops weft' landed, and a regular (,Ilcampmcllt form
ed on the shun!, with sanu-batteries, anu other necessary work~ 
for a sje~e. After several dHY!' bombardmeut, ill which about 
four thousand shot and shells were discharged against the iortress, 
to which the people had all fled for refuge after burniug down 
their own town, a breach was reportt'd to be practicable, :md the 
castle \Va.'S accordingly stormed. The resistance made was still 
desperai.e; the Arabs fighting as long as they could wield the 
sword, and even thrusting their spears up through the fi·a~lJlents 
of towers, in whose ruius they remained irrecoverably buried. 
The loss in killed and wounded among them was thought to be 
upwards of a thousand men. 

The fort of Shenaz was then delivered up to the troops of the 
Imaum of Muscat; but this being a plate which a/lorded no shelter 
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to boats, nnne were fouQd here. The ohject of the expedition 
was now thought to be sufficiently effected, and the troops and 
transports were sent from hence to Bombay, though the frigates 
and the cruisers again repaired to the Gulf~ where they remained 
for several months before they finally dispersed. 

Notwithstanding that the object of this expedition against the 
Joassamt'cs might be said to be incomplete, inasmuch as n(fthin~ . , 
less than a iotal extirpation of thei,r race could secure the tran· 
quillity of these seas, yet the effect produced by this expedition 
was such, as to make them reverence or dread the British flag for 
severa] years afterwards. 

Not long after the termination of this expedition against the 
Joassamces, a messenger was uE>puted by them to settle some dis
puted affair, and to conclude a treaty with the English, through 
Mr. Bruce, their agent at Bushirl:'. This was effected on terms 
which promised a perpetual respect to the British flag, and was 
el~Red with all the professi(lns of mutual and eternal friendship 
which characterize treaties of a higher order among European as 
well as Asiatic nations j where, as in this, the friendship professed 
is neither felt nor meant, and where an intention always exists 
of breaking the eternal pledge of union the moment it is conve-
nient and profitable so to do. '. 

On the return of the Deputy to Ras-el-Khyma, he was asked 
by the chief and the heads of the people how he had succeeded in 
his mission. He replied, "admirably," under the full expectation 
of applause for his conduct in the negotiation, as he said he had 
now the satisfaction to assure them that he had made the Joas
samees on a perfect footing of equality with the English them
selves, and that in all thf'ir relations to eacb other they were 
henceforth to be considered on a level. Some fanatic hearer of 
the assembly, giving an interpretation to this assertion, which was 
seemingly not meant by the maker of it, insisted that the faithful 
followers of the Prophet, and the only remnant of the worshipper. 
of the true God let't on the earth, had been dishonoured by such 
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tnr ~iation as thftt of an equality witb infidels nlld strangers to 
the Word, and that the promulgator of such disgrace ought there
fore to receive the puriishment due to his crime. The spark once 
kindled, the flame of holy pride SOOIl blazed more ardently, and, 
quickened by zeal, raged at length with ungovernable fury in every 
breast. The obnoxious ambassador was first disgraced and ren
dered contemptible, by having his heard plucked out by the roots, . . 
and, his face smeared with htynaj) excrement: when, in this state, 
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he was placed on an ass, with hifo\ face towards its tail, and thus 
driven hy the women and children round thl~ towll, as an pbject of 
derision to all beholders.-

Several minor incidents of ambiguous interpretation gradually 

• ""'hE'll the mc~~{'np.erl!l uf David were lent from Jerusalem IInl.O Halltlll, th(' Kwg of dll! 
Ammonitrs. at hj~ !Oapilal heYOI.d .he Jordan, to offer liim condolelle.· for tlit' 1 (I~!l of hl!~ fdther 

Naha'lh, thes,' were ausptetpd hy thr Ammonil,"I, courticrs to he IIpieq ; UII wlw'h occa~ion, 

the puni8hmrnt infl;rtecl. 011 them Wll.'1 Ihllt of lillyin!!; onr·half of' tl.(~ .r he,ud9 sh:wed off, and 
d.eir g"rmcnts" uuck~d !;'yell 10 their buttockll," Ii~ ,he Srrip1urc phra!'c 18, whell lhrY .... clc 
sent ~way, This 10'Js of th' beard -wu~ llwught to he 016n milch Illlportam'r, that Ouvid, 
when hI' lleard of it, ~cnt h' nwet tl!l.'Ill, he. -auBc till' 1111'11 wrle greatly ashame.j; and the 
King said, "Tarry at Jer;. -ho untit your beards ~ grown, J.nd then rl'll1rl\," __ ::. Sam, r, x. 

verle I-G. 

It wa' oue of the mOllt infalllous pUIl]!,hmcllt" 01 cowan'hcc III Spl.1rta, to c.u&t~ thOle who 
tllrn~d their-hark8 in till' Ila::-- of battle, to appt·ar ah.oau with "lIc·h,olf of tlu,jr Iwards shaved, 

and thE' other -half ullsh,U'e(I._Jlu, ,'cr·~ JlI"Mrll(tml', vol, I p, 7.!. 

D'Arvicull mentions an imltau('(' of an AlaI> who. havillg rt:cl' \v\,d a wound in hi, Jaw, 
chOIlC to hazard his life rather than !'uffer hi, lJcard to be la]..-CII off tto f,leil;l.ttc the cure.-Ibld. 

ThC8C instance_ ... how the antiquity of the punishment, and the d .. ~e of di s~rac(' which it 

i. supposE'<! to imply. Thongh these refer to ~nart1/g, easel! arc mClltiolleU of Illuc-hng off the 

halr, which mUlt have bt-cn etlUally infamous, !\nIl more painful. Nehemiah ini1iNed thill 
pUDiihment on certain .)ew~, who, a~ he ~Il:ys, hRu married wives of Aahdod, of Ammon, and or 

Moab, and like Sololnon, the beloyed of God, and unequaIlL-d nmong the killg~ of the earth, 
bad be~n led hy theae outlandish women into sin.-Nrnrnllah, c. xiii. v. 25, 26_ 

As II refinement of thil't~ruelty, they somelimell pllt hot ashes on the skill, ;tftcr they h.ad 
tom off the hair, to mllKe the pain more exquisite. Thus they served adultererll at Athena, aa 

is observed by the Scholialt on Ari8tophaoea in Nubibus. TIlis ~iud of punishment was com

mon in Persia. King Artaxcrxcs, says Plutarch in hill Apothegms, iuateRd of pludcing off the 

hair of auen of hill gf!lIerals al had been guilty of a fault, obliged them to la y a~lde the tiara, 
The Emperor Domitian cauaed the hair and beard of the philoaopher AjJOlioniualo be ahaved. 

-P~trfltv,.lib..iii. c. 2 •. 

3 I 
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occurred, to excite a suspicion of the growing pride and power of 
the Joassamee pirates; and some disputes had taken place be
tween their boats and the cruisers of the Bombay Marine, as to 
the legality of their capturing Arab ve~sels under their convoy. 
A case at length appeared, which left no further douht of their 
renewed hostile intentions, aud of their desire of revenge having 
kept pace with their growing strength. In 18]5, their boats , 
hel(an to infest the entrance to th~{ed Sea; and in 1816, their 
numbers had so encreaseu on that coast, that a squadron of them, 
oomm.atW.ed by one of their chiefs, called Ameer Ibrahim: cap
tured, within !;ight of Mocha, four vessels, hound from Surat to 
that port, richly laden, navigating under the Brith-.h flag, sailing 
under British pa:-;sport."i, alili. being :mhject to Hritis.h laws. The 
crews of th{'se \-\'ere massacred, according to their usual custom, 
and only a fcw individuals ('scaped to tcll their story. 

Some months had indeed elapsed before the details of this 
affair were accurately known; but on their becoming: 1';0. a squa.

dron was assembled at Bombay, consisting of his l\fajesty's sloop 
Challenger, of eighteen guns, and the East India Company's 
cruisers, Mercury, of fourteen guns. amI Vestal, of twelve guns, to 
sail to the' Persian Gulf. By these, a dispatch was fwarded. to 
Mr. Bruce, the Resident at Bu::.hire, iustructing him to remon
strate with, and to make certain demands from the chief at Ras-el
Khyma. The squadron left Bombay in the early part of Septem
ber, and after a long allli disa..<;;trous voyage, in which the Mercury 
lost her mailJmast at sea, the Challenger reached Bu~hire in No
v~mber, am1 the other vessels in a few days afterwards. In the 
mean time, the Ariel, which had touched here on her way down 
from BussOlah, had been di"patched to Ras-el-Khyma with a first 
letter from Mr. Bruee, enquiring into the circumstances of the 
capture alluded to, and reproaching them with a breach of faith 
in their departure from the terms of the treaty made by them to 
the British flag. The answer returned to this by the Ariel was, 
first, a flat denial of the capture of any vessels of an)' description 
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in the Red Sea about the time specified; and next, a declaration 
of total ignoran~~ of the fact assumed regarding the ship, from 
Surat. This d~nial was followed up with the remark, that even if 
they bad captured tbe vessels in question, they would bave strictly 
observed the terms of their treaty, which were to keep peace with, 
and respect tbe property of the Englisb, by wbicb tbey meant 
those of the "S!ct of Jesus" only; never once renouncing their 
right to destroy all idolatrou. Indians, and to extirpate from the 
face of the eartb all the worshippers of false gods. 

This was just the state of things at thf' present moment; and it 
was therefore detcnnined that Mr. Bl'urt' and Mr. Taylor, with 
tbeir writers and interpreters, sbould go down to Ras-el-Kbyma to 
make the formal requisitions ordered by the Government; and the 
whole of the squadron were to proceed together, to give respect
ability and influence to (be mission. Tbe terms of the requisition 
pointed out by the Government were these :-To demand a rf'sti
tution of the Surat vessels and their cargoes, or the amount. of 
theIr value in money, which was fixed at twelve lacks of rupees; 
to deliver up Ameer Ibrahim, the commander of the .J(}a.s~amf'e 
squadron at the time of the capture, tor punishment; and to place 
t~ persons of distinction in the hands of the British. as ho~tages 
for their future good bphaviour. In the event of complying with 
these terms, the past, it was undprstood, would he at least par
doned, if not forgotten; and, with the SLlme mil:.tnken )cnity. it 
was simply said, that if the terms were rejected, th(' squadron, 011 

leaving the port, were to signify to the chief, that he might ('xpect 
the displeaburc of the British Government to he visitctl on hi'>" 
contempt of thcir lIag. 

3 I II 
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CHAPTER X IV. 

M BU HIRE DOWN THE PBR8IA.N 

ORM Z. 

ov. 18th.-IT was on the morning of the 18th of ovember 
that we all mbarked on board the Mercury, hen the squ~o 
made sail from the inner roads of Bushire, with a light no .. 
east air; but it falling calm, we brought up agai in t~e 0 

r~ where we ined at anchor during the r m&1°rJKJler 

_ the clay, nd wei ed again after unset, as th 
sprung up. 

OVo 19th.-The wind still contin 
was most agreeable, and our occupatio 
both health and pleasu 
vail hroughout our croWd 
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i lat. • ~4' north, and long. 500 40' t, with the distant mOUD

tains. of t e Pe n coast in sight,. and 0 r depth of water twenty
ven fathom. 

In the afternoon we witnessed an eclipse of the sun, in which 
more than three-fourths of its disk were darkened, and the eif'ect 
during a perfect calm was singularly impressive. The appearance 
was that of a bright moonlight; but though the sky was quite 
clo dle s, no stars were to be seen, and the universal stillne s that 
reigned around gave som thing of awfulness to the sce . At 
sun-set we had Cape Berdistan on the Persian shore, e OU8 

called Cape Kenn in Arrowsmith's chart, bearing south-east by 
east, eral leagues distant, and were still in twenty-"~ .... &. 

fatho ater. 
Between Bushire and Cape Berdlstan lies Khore Zeana, which, 

from its relative position between these J>rojectill~ points, corre-
nds accurately enough witb the Hieratis of Arrian, which i 

placed seven hundr d and fifty stadia from Sitakus, and where, 
the historian say ' ~ earchus anchored in a cut which is derived 
from the river to the sea., and is called Hartimis"- It would be 
deemed presumptuous to say that no such place as Gilla exists here-

ts; ugh, from its being fixed on as the site of this anchor~ 
age of the Macedonian t., I had been careful' my enquiries 
I\fter it, and had yet met with no one ho knew a place of such 
a name. The name of Kierazin, Zezane, &c. as derivations from 

auzeroon, were all equally unknown to the pilots and fis rmen, 
m e con ulted; an ade me almost regret that so much 
ological criticism had been exerci ed on a nonentity, for tJi 

e or reconciling only seeming difFeren of name. Zea 
WD.ICD is the e of the creek, is quite as near to Hieratis as 

d 8 no tort ing to make it appear 80. J t is tb 
led E ri by iebuhr; though not, as 

i~V~IDCtmt'· tn(KW:a't, ouch r of Thevenot,-that being, I 
like! to correspond wi e Khueer above, t-

• oyage o( evcbu, c. 89 . 

• 
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ing only the German pronunciation of the ('It, to make it the same 
name. Sir Harford Jones's conjecture thaJ Kh&re-Esseri means 
Khore-el-Zigcer, or the Little Khore, is another unhappy attempt 
to display an acquaintance with Arabic et)mvlogy. Such labour 
would have heen better applied in correcting the orthography of 
the stations between Hillch and Bagdad, given in anothe.r part of 
the work; where there are names whose import could not have 
been understood, and a sight of which is sufficient to destToJ all 
the writer'S credit as an Orientalist. DJ. Vincent displayed more 
judgment in observing that Khore-Esseri was literally the channel 
of Esseri ; though, he adds, that E sser doubtless has a relative 
s~. Zeara is the pronunciation of the pilots, and this is near 
enough to Esseri to suppose it to be the same; but I could learn 
no relative meaning that this possessed. . 

Tangeseer may possibly be the town called Gilla in the Eng
lish charts, and thought to derive its name from Halilah. This 
apllellation b given by the people of the country to the range of 
hills lying at t11C back of the plain on the sea-shore here, and 
going nearly nortll and south from just above Berdistan to below 
Bushire. The high peaked hill, called Halilah by us, is known 
to the pilots by the name of Koormoutehe, and immediatel~ 
follows the northern extreme of the Halilah range. 

The Khore Khueer which remains, is close to the foot of the 
peninsula of Rushire, anti is small, and seldom frcquE'nted, from 
its viciJlity to this port. This may perhaps be the Koucher of 
Thevenot, 'which is however doubtful; .Imt it is certainly not the 
Padargu& of Arrian, the nt-xt station of Nearchus beyond Hieratis; 
for th" histurian expressly says :-' In this passage tbey had fol
lowed the winding of the coast round a peninsula, (on which they 
saw plantations and gardens, with alUdnds of fruit-trees,) and 
anchored at a place called Mes.mbria,'- This,.therefore, could 
be 0111y det:lcriptive of the peninsula of Bushire, to the northward 
of ":,lrieh this station is to ."ught for. -

Nov. 20th.-The night had been dark and heavy, and just be-

• VOydge of NflaIcbu., c. 39. 
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fore daylight a tremendous squall, accompanied with thunder, 
lightning, and rain, hurst upon us from the north-west, and blew 
for some time wfth irresistihle fury. The ships of the squadron ' 
we~ reduced to the topsails on the cap, and yet fdt tIlt' fury of 
the blast, though flyillg right before it. Wh,," it broke at sun
rise, the wind settled into a steady bn'('zc from the north-cast, and 
the violence of the chang{' ill the wt>ather was considered as an 
effe~t of thc eclIpse of the preceding day. In the ('OU1'SI' of the 
morning two ships pa~sed tiS in-~h()re, on their "my to Bushire; 
but though the Vestal chMed them and displayed ~igllals, no com
munication ('ouM be eftected. 

At noon, the ~hip's place was in latitude 27'''. ~lO' , north, and 
longitude 5OU, 50'. east, with tIll: H Ulllll1ock~ of Khan, north-east 
half north, ill thirty-five fathoms, ~he winos light and v.'lriable 
through the afterlloon, and our water ~radually dct'l.t<'uing to 
thirty-nine fathom~ at midnight. 

The low woody land beneath the Inountain~ of Khan, in sight 
of which " 'c now "t're, is called by the' natives Umm-el-Goorm, 
which last word was interpreted hy the IJluian n.ame of jungle, 
meaning, a thil'k brush-wood, or "hat would he ('aBed ill England, 
a wildf'rness, and in America, 'uncleared land.' We were a,&. , 
sured also, that nCdr this Umm-el-Goorm, at the foot of the moun
tains of Khan, was a small khorc or creek for boat~, retaining the 
name of the place itself, though the people knew of no town 
existing there now, or of any ruins of an old one. 

This creek corresponds accurately enough with the SitJkus of 
Arrian, who might easily have given the name of a river to an arlll 
of salt water, long and narrow, and atfbrding shelter to vessels; as 
in India, among our own countrymen even at the pl't"sent hour, 
tht' arm of the o)t-'a which ~parates Salscttc from the Mahratta ter
ritC!ry, is called the Bassein' and Tannah river, though it b connect
ed both at its entrance and exit, or source and mouth, (if it may 
be 80 said,) with the ocean. As no town is mentioned by the his
torian, no one is to be sought for no*; but there is great 'p1'!>ha
bility that the broad valley whjl"h WP ~!lW O"Bin" I1n from t.hp. ~f'a_ 
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side into thE' interior, is one of the passes leading through the 
mountains to Firouzahau. 

This city lay ,at the uist"'H'e .of a degre. and n half only from 
the coast at Rerdistan : and as Nearchus, tluriug his stay heft· of 
twenty-one days, to refit, received supplies of corn, which were 
sent down to him hy Alexander, it has been conjectured. with 
great probability, that the division of the Macedonian army under 
Hephestion, was halting here at Firouzabad, while Alexand.er was 
yet to the eastward beyond the mountains, and that it was from 
the stores of Hephestioll'S division that..the ~upplies came. It has 
been thought that a river caBed Sita Reghian . descended from 
hence to the sea., and the name of Sitaku~ was conceived to be 
perceptible in thi:s ~ but all my enquiries aft('f :mch a stream led 
to no confirmation of its exb.t.enc('. It is certain that there was 
water in the neighbourhoou of Firouzabad; but even this seems to 
have been artificially conducted hither from the mountains, and 
to have bCE'H afterwards exh<\usted in cultivation before it reached 
the sea. • 

In :some loose extract~ and note)) now before me, and made for 
my journey through Persia, I find the following confirmations of 
this fact. "During the reign of Firouz, there was a great famine, 
in which, however, from his precaution,s, ouly ont" subject died of 
hunger at Arderschir." This dty, !ill.ys De Saey, in a note on the 
passage ahove, from Mirkhond, i:'i no douQ.t the same tha.t the Per
sian geograplwr calls Arderschir Khoureh, and which was after~ 

wards called Firouzabau. It is placed by Eastern writers in the 
thjrd climate, and one of the most remarkable objects it contained 
was, according to them, rlofty edifice in the centre, for a pure air, 
which building was called Ivan. Around the place was a large 
pla;tform, and water was conduded there from thE- mountains. 
When Alexander' conquered Persia, he could not tnaster this 
place, oay they, from the difficulty of getting at it; but turning 
the watets of the brook Khanikan from their QOU...e, he laid tlie 
ediftce>:Under water, and malfe the whole town a lokI'_ Ardeschir 
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employed an artist to drain the place, who dug a subterraneolls 
canal, and when he opened it, was himself chained round the mid
dle for safety, but was" borne aw"f by the strength of the current. · 
The passage itself then fen into ruins. Ardeschir sub.equently 
built on the same place the city of Ardeschir Khoureh, which was 
afterwards repaired by Adhad-el-Dowla, a Dilemite prince, who 
called it Firouzabad. Here the same writers assure us that all the • 
water which was Ilsed for drinking was procured from the brook 
of Khanikan, sillce called Beraveh, or Hezazeh, and that the air of 
the place was bad and corrupt. • 

Notwithstand;ng these defects, however, this capital of the dis
trict of Ardeschir was celebrated, as Dr. Vincent observe~ for its 
gardens, its vineyards, and its roses, as pre-eminent in Persia, as 
those of Prestum in Italy; and Eastern geographers, while they 
praise the inhabitants as lJeing a sensible and honest race, do not 
omit to mention, that there was finer rose.water mane here than 
in any part. of the other provinces of the ~ingdom .· • 

The ruins of this city are still very considerable, according 
to the reports given by Q native of Fasa to Mr. Morier, and by. 
him, the Atesh Gau, or chief fire-temple of the Guchres, is placed 
in a cave at Firouzabad. Col. Kinnie!', however, who seems to 
ipeak from personal ubservation, makes the Atesh K udda, or fire
temple of }'"iroze Shah, to be a building with three i1mne'lse domes, 
and three small apartments hefore and behind, an·hed with small 
rough stones, and cemented with lime. This, I sh"uld think; was 
much mort! likely to be the remains of the lofty edifice vf Ivan; 
which was reared in the centre of the city lor catching a pure air; 
and the style of a building ·with three iinmense domes would he 
more suited to such a purpose than to a fire-temple. 

I remember a similar error of Captain Lockett, who is said 
to have pronounced the Birs, or Tower of Belus at Babylon, 
to have been "& ftre-~mple also. It is well known, however, 
that caves and ~evated places, on the tops of mountail\ll, were 
frequently chosen by the fire-worshiPPers for their devotioll't; and 
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