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all the fire-temples that I have seen throughout Persia, which were 
unequivo'Cally the remains of early ages, were mere altars, in the 
open air, fitted for retaining fire on their summits; and some of 
them, p~rticularly thm,e at Naksh~-Ru~tan, ncar Persepolis, not 
more than two or three fef:'t sguare, and others near Ispahan, but 
very little larger. Captain Maude of the navy, who saw hoth 
the Tower of Belus and this edifice at }~irouzabad, assured Mr , 
WiUiams, his companion, that they resembled "ach other both 
in Size, form, and materials; hut if so, it could not be this 
buildillg, with tltree immense domes; nor the square edifice men· 
tioned by Kinnier, as ,sliffering in form and style from any around 
it, and built of hewn stone, linked together with cla'fhps of iron; 
nor the stone pillar, one hundred and fifty feet in height, and 
twenty. in diameter at the base; which are said by this writer 
to be the only antiquities worthy of remark in the plain of 
Firouzabad, and which have certainly no resemblan<..'e to any 
of the remain~ at Babylon. ' 

What is more to the present purpose, however, and' what 
must draw us hack from this ex('ursion from the shore, is that 
in descr'ibing the~ lllodern tOwn of Firouzabad as an inconsi
derable place, the same author says, that the water of the river 
which flows throug\l the plain ~ere, is absorbed in the culti
vation of the land. We must reso'r't, therefore, W the former 
sllpp~sition, that if no fresh stream dess;ended to 'the sea in the 
time of Alexanfler any more than now, the inlet of the Khore 
of Umm-el-Goorm was characterised by his admiral-as a river, 
as narrow creeks of the sea are even now frequently called rivers 
by the most experienced and scientific sailo':' and hydrographer. 
of the present !l.y. 

N6v. I!lst.-'l'he ·winds still continued light and variable, . . . 
though chiefly from the e8lltern q~ •. end . our ptogress was 
accordingly slow. We had seen few fish, an,~ lIP weeds in the 

o , , 

course of our voyage, but great <varieties of the substance call"ll 
by sa~s blubber, and a number of se ..... nake .. riJaSed black and 
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white, and varying from one to four feet in length, and from 
one to four inches in circumference. These swim on the surface 
of the water, sometim~s coil themselves in circle!), and seem to have 
the ""me wavy motion which ffistinguishes the progress Of snakes 
on shore, Their food is probably small flies or animaleullP found 
near the surface, as these are generally seen there, though they 
sometimes plunlle below, at the approach of supposed danger, In 
doillg this, it is .said that they rear their heads high out of the 
water, as if to effect some change in the state of the lungs, and 
dive down head-foremm;t.~n nearly a perpendicylar line. These 
sea-serpents differ in their appearance from those seen on the 
approach to-Bombay, as the latter are of a yellowish colour, 
but the former are ringed black and white, Both of these, how
ever, live only within soundings, or where the depth of water 
is less than one hundred fathoms, so that their habits must 
sometimes lead them to the ground; and the bite of both is said 
to be poisonous. In ~es of irritation, those of Bombay ivLve 
been known to bite fishermen. who threw them from their nets, 
and who afterwards died of the wound; and in an ' experiment 
made on a fowl by the bite of a small serpeut found in'the Per
sian Gulf, the bird died in less than fifteen minutes,· 

At noon we were in lat. 27° 11' north, and long. 510 15' east. 
with a remarkable piece of table I,ud on th.-Persian shore,.called 
Barn Hill, bearing north;easl. half-north; and a notch in the high 
land over Astola, bearing east-by.north, half-nor*", in thirty-five 
fathoms water, Just below the port of Kangoon, which i3 imme
diately under this Barn Hill, is a port called Tauhree, or Tahiree, 
where extensive ruin·s are spoken or, with' sculptures 'and inscrip-

• The prognostlL of approacbing the river Induf, if the lljJpearance' of snakel riling up 
fhnn the botlomt and floating on the Iar(ace; "and a limll.ar .ocC\HTcnce of a reptiie called 
Grace it noticed on the 00&Il 01 ~Perip. Erytll. St(l. 'Ilfdaa, vol. i. p. i5. 

'l'be approach to &b" bay or B~J (or tbe Gulf of Cutch)"11 dilCoverable by tbe appear~ 
-.oe of tDfake., very I~ bd black. The lame OCCIlI:reIlCC takcs place also along the ('oalt 
or Ouaerat, and at, Banlgua. (or Baroacbe); but the Inl\keJ there are Imalle" palar, and of 
a c,*>ur appt'Oacbiag" gold.-Ibld. p. 97. 
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tions in the Persepolitsn character. Among the Tuins of the city 
aTe said to he two exceedingly deep wells, and stables su1llcient 
to contain a hundrf'u horses, excavated from the solid rock. 

The weather continued light. and the winds variable from 
the eastward; our progrcs:s still slow, and our water deepening 
gradually to forty fathoms at midnight. 

It; is in this bay that Kangoon is situated; and both the namp, 
the relative po:sition, ancl the local features of th~ place, as far as 
we could collect them from the informa~ion of those whom we 
consulted, all agree a('curatt'ly with those of G08&na, one of the 
statioll~ at which the fleet of Nearchus anchored, and placed by 
Arrian at the mouth of a winter torrent cal1ed An'on. "The 
place," he ~ays, " was not without inhabitants, hut the anchorage 
unsafe, un I1c('ount of the ~hoal~ and breaker~ which appeared on 
the ebb of' the tide, and the approach was narrow and danger
ous ... • 1\. wjnter~brook is not, however, to be found always in the 
saI{le spot at any distance of time j and, accordingly, we could 
learn nothillg of a stream now existing at Kangoon, suffiCiently 
large to deserye notice; although, as the natives said, whenever 
it rained. liard" at this place, the rain formed torrellts, as it did 
every wht're etst" in the world; and they wondered that we should 
enquire after thi~ as a ~ingularity, or peculiar to Kangoon alone, 
for so they understood the drift of our enquiries. We subsequently 
learnt that there was a stream of fresh water which descended 
from the mountains ,above Kangool); but it was added, that this 
did not discharge itself info the sea, being exhausted among the 
date-grounds before it reached the shore.4 . On this stream, at 
about two hoors from the towp, a waier .. mill"'once stood, at which 
the people of the country had th<>ir eorn ground; and a well is 

~ 

mentio\!&d. not far of!; baving thirty-three yards of water in it, 
and sending up a bubbling spring ~is brink in· certsin sea.
sons of the year: In the tim~ of Aiex'r""ru.r, ~"fore, a wjAteT 
torrent may easily be supposed to have discharjted. ~tself into the 

Awan'. Voyage rof N",.,...,h,,_ . 38. 
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se~ at Gogana. The character of the anchorage, as having shoals 
and b~kers near it, which shmved themselve.s on the ebb-tide, is 
still, however, characteristic of tlle place; and th(> approach, if 
made near to them, is still n~rrow and dangt-'TLuS. Hut those 
very shoals apd breakers, which were objects of terror t.o a Greek 
fleet, arc the cause of the secure andlOrage aft(m.J.eu hy them 
to vcs!Olcls navigated after the improved method of the llIOU4irnS; 

as ships anchorit.g in deep water, at a sufficient dh.tancc from 
them to swing dear, in ('ase of a change of wind, find a smooth 
sea, and all the pft'ty of'it more confined harbour. 

The small bland of Monjella, as it i:-. culled ill the English 
charts, lies from follol' to five leagues ~outh-~outh-wl"st of th'! point 
called It..'ls He-rdistaJl by the Bative~nnd tile lIf'an'st part of the 
main land bears from i,t ea~tr.llorth-t'ast ahout a league :nul a half. 
This island is call~d Umm-t'l-Nakheela, or I the mother, of palm 
trees;' from~; 'a mother, the root, or primarY'cam,p;' and J,.t-i, 
, the palm or date trpc.'. a 

Thi& is literally the same as the Pahna(·ira of the Portuguest! ; 
and it is highly prooabl.e that, in giving thi:-l name to it, they 
meant it to be a tran~lation of the nativl' OJlt.>, whiClI thqr found 
charaderistic of the ~pot to which it was affixed. It i:-. al:-.o the 
same as the Om-en-chale of' Niehuhr, though he make:-. it a place 
on the continent, and not an j~land. The diflprcncc ill l:Iound be
tween these namel:> is not 1:>0 great as in their orthography; but 
the manner ... of writing the last, proves dt'cid~ly that Mr. Niebuhr 
was not aware of the derivation of the Hame; and hill placing it 
on the continent is eq~any a proof that, hj~ informaj.ion was lrom 
report: for, if he'had passeu near to it, he would:, have seen an island 
as large as Shitwar, covered with date tree~ and thus explaining 
the etymology of its name: 

There i~ said to ~;£o "'7i fresh water on the. spot, and COllSe

q~ntly no inhabi.tants ;~. this island, with two smaller name
leu ones to tl.e.-westward of it, ii seate<1:amidst shoals and broken 
ground on e ... ry. side. There is nevertheless a passage for native 
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coasting-boats between these islands and the Persian shore, ,),hich 
is only sailed through in the da;r:. on. account of the dangers there; 
but is constantly frequented, inasmuch as ,it saves a considerable 
distance to those going up or down the coast along shore, in cut
ting off the great circuit that must otherwise be made, to go clear 
without the shoals to the westward. Thi~ last piece of infonD8.
tion I received the most positive assurances of, and indeed it was 
subsequently confirm~d to me by a person who hfld sailed through 
it, and whose description of the island and channel agreed' ex
actly with the testimony of the others. N'earchus,jherefore. might 
easily have taken his fleet through this passage, as none of his 
vessels probably drew more water than the common coasting-boats 
of the present day, 

It was highly satisfactory to a~certain this fact, as one of the 
chief difficulties to render intelligible in the relftioll of this voyage 
by Arrian, lay here on this part of' the coast. The distance sailed 
from Gogana to the mouth of the river Sitakus was eight hundred 

• • 
stadia, or about fifty miles, and the run was not made without 
danger. 011 this passage Dr. Vincent remar~s, that the coast itsel£ 
measures that distance, without a!lowing for the circle that must 
be taken to round the shoal off Cape Verdistan. It is not pro
bable, he adds. that an English vessel should ever determine 
whether there is a passage witlrin the breakers; \.lIf within, un
doubtedly. Nearchus must have sailed, to make the stadia agree;' 
and though M'Cluer' makes an anchorage almost ii the c~ntre 
of them. a passp.ge close to shore must be dubious, unless it could 
be proved that it is still practicable for native vessel.. If there is 
a passag~ he concl~des, the m~asure of A.rrian i~ ~orrect; if there 
is no passage. it is the first on this coaot w'hich has been deficient.-

It is. a pleasure to remove thl ~ties and ,reconcile the 
seeming inconsisl;,<mciesof early Wrlters ~: way, buteepeeially so 
in """". where it serves to establish .tite ' . ty of an aoci~t and 
curious journal like the present, Ij!l&ting 10 OD • • <Ii the most 10-

DiliertatioDI, Petti_, p. J86, 



DOWN THE PERSIAN GULF. 439 

reresting voyages ever performed, considering the time, the circum
stl\nces, its motive, and its end; and thus to r~move the charge of 
falsehood and invention, which some angry but inj"Udicious critics 
have laid to-~the whole history of it. -It has happened, indeed, in 
more instan'*s than the present, that the new lights thrown on geo
graphy and history by modern discoveries, have tended to illustrate 
and confirm the. writings of die ancients, .more particularly of 
those who treated of countries east of Greece i a."I t'very one who 
has' followed Herodotus, Stmbo, Arrian, and the author of the Pe
riplus of the Erythrean Sea, i:lS travelling guides OVl'r the countries 
and shores which they describe, mUbit have had abundant oppor
tunities of observing. 

A passag(' within the .shoals df Berdistan does then, as WE' 

have seen, still exist, 1ftld is frequented at the present day: the 
distance given by M"rian for Nearchu:,'s run through this pas~age is 
correct; and nothing can be more satisfactory proof of his having 
gone this way, than the details whid. be gjves.ofthe run through~ 
out. The whole navigation alohg tllis part of the coast of Persia 
is, he say'; amon~ slrual& and brt'akers; but, he adds, they (the 
Greeks and Maceuonians) secured themselves ill their prc:-;ent 
station by drawing their ships on shorc, in ord~r to ('areen and 
refit such of them as had. been injured during the voyage.· 

Nov. 22ncl-Light, variable airs, and agreeable weather, but 
unfavourable to our progress. The ship's place at nooll was in 
lat. 26' 4!y;' nOrth, and long. 51" 35' east., with narn Hill, north
north-east., and the notch OVer Astola north-ea&t half 'east, in th;rty
eight fathoms. 

The evening brought us fresh breezes from the north-west, 
to which we crowded ail. s~t,..t.hough our situation requirt'd much 
caution in the course, tll~6oundings, and the look-out. We here 
passed <tver ·the site of the Crescent, which, with the Scorpion, forms 
the twO' banks, called the P~rl .. hoals of his Majesty's sloop 
Scorpion, iS07,'sS.laid "down in Arrowsmith's chart of 1810, and 

Voyage, Percjll, fl81. 
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noted in Horsbutgh's Din'dorY.of 1 ROD, in the body of the:work, 
as discnvt-'red hy the ship Pearl ill 179(1. Each of these shoals 
appears to P('cupy a cOllsiderable spa('t'; amt they are t:iaid to be dry 
in several parts, t1~oug~) they have II jJil"i!-.l.tg(· bet~n .them of 
twenty to twenty-five fa.tllOms depth. Among the"-ngttudes of 
the s(Juadron, which were all by chronolO('ter, our oWn was the 
westernmost hy a few miles, and fresh dcparturtts had been taken 
from the meridian of llu~hjrc, as iu long .. .1)0" 44' cast: ye't these 
shoals were evident1y without us, or to the westward of our reckon
ing, and therefore probably to tlH:' southward and w~stward of the 
position a.ssigned to them in the books and chart~. 

Nov. 23rd.-At sun-rise we were nfl' It remarkable mountain on 
the Persian shore, which form~ it sea-mark for the navigation of 
the Gulf, under the name of (,harrack Hilt. Benf'ath it is a small 
port, of the same namc, belonging to the .Joassam~es, and afford
ing shelter to their piratie"al hoats. Thi~ town was ollce possessed 
by the DatU's; and. the.re is still a race of their descendanb'l there. 
with light hoir and blue eyes; buf'ln all theiillabits and language 
they resemble the aborigines of t I", country .. Thenigh lInd of Char
rack seems to be the Mount Ochus of the ancients; am] it is from 
every poiut of view a r(>mar~ahly ('onspit·uous ohject. Opposite to 
this point of 9han'aek is the small island of K~nn. or Kym of Hors
burgh, ahou~ ten milt's from t}!r"shpre. It is low, and mort' thickly 
wooded than any of "the islands in the (j ulf, and is fruitful and 
well inltahited.- Supplies of provisions and water w:ay be ob
tained here, as well" as shelter found under its lee from 'the north
west gaJes, in a good 'luu;horage of nine fathd\ns, .~bre~ the viI-. 
lage. at itt; eastern end. As this isl4!,d is fow. it is not to be 

Ammianus ~farct·I!lRu$ .. ay5. that the south~m pan-of Persia, bordering on the Gulf, 
aoounds in palm-treel, h frulu, and in >ltreaml, which rendeJ it agreeaLJe, He observe. also, 
ltld.t Ihere arc many eon.i~able l'iticK in the m~rior, or higher region. of the country, and 
th~t no tOWIIS of nate existed. on thc .... ea-coUt. .;"fhe reuon of ftli. "'Ill not ~tood by 

'hilll; but it was undo\lbtedly becau:Je the dimlltlt 01 the CQ&It was I1:N agrM8ble than that 
of the elevated parts of the interior, and Decaule lhly had no maritime waa or maritime com. 
merce to render sea· porta neceuary._Lib. xxlit. c:6. 
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distiqguished more than four leagues off; hut Charrack Hill. on a 
bearing of north-north-east, is a good mark for running right upon 
it. When this hill at sun-rise bore east by north half-north, w{' 

had the notch over Astola, bearing north by west, and were then 
in forty fa..". water. 

At noon the . ship's place was in lat. 260 19' north, and long. 
26" 55' east, the weather dark and cloudy, Charrack Hill north-east 
by east half-east,· and soundings forty fathoms. In the afternoon we 
had a light breeze from. the north-west, which fell off at sun-set, 
and the atmosphere was then ::.0 heavy that no land could he seen. 
Our water deepened to forty-five fathoms at midnight. 

Ras Nabend: which is nearly opposite to this, is con('eived to 
be the place of, the river Bagrada, of Ptolemy, which he makes 
the boundary of Karmania. differing in this from Arrian. whose 
limit, as we have seen, was opposite to Kaeese, and formcd oy the 
range of hills ending at the sea, in tne mountain of Charrack. 
The name uf the dyer Bagrac.la, in ",frica, i~ derived by Bodjart 
frolll Nn:l'l Bark3;tha, a pond,tin the Hehraw ;* and Dr. Vineent 
says, that {he chnra(.'ter~stics of the Nabend in Persia, would suit 
.such a derivation very well. I could learn no other features of 
thi::. stream than that it was large, dpep, and capacious; nor were 
our informers abl~ to !'jay whether 'it hall any name resembling 
the supposed tt.ncient one, eitlll~r in ~ound or in signifieation. The 
word "'.f. Burkah, which is evidently allied to the Hebrew Bar. 
katha, signifies the same thing both in P~rsian and Arahic, though 
it belon~s originally to .the latter. Dr. Vincent did not seem 
aware of this;. for, in a note on a place"call~d by Colonel Capper. 
Birket Rahal)1ah, he ask.s,.' What is Birket' Birk, is" well:' and 
add!l, , If the traveller liad given us this, we might have judged 
whether it is yet a lake or dry.' He then propose> a query, 
• Whether it is not an error of the press for Bahr-el-Rahma, the 
sea o(.Rahama, or Birk-el-Rlihama, U"e Birk-el-Hadji, in Egypt, 
the lake of the Pilgrim!l. i. e. where they assemble for the pil-. . 

• Shaw·II'l'ravlll., In Ba~b:lry, p. 77. 
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grimnge Th. fact is, that Bir, and not Birk, is the c"i'mon 
Arabic- name for a wen; nnd Birket, the usual term for a lake, as 
in the Birket-el-Hadj, or the Lake of the l'ilgrim~; for that is 
precisely the way in which it is prollounef!d in Egypt, where .this 
lake is situated, and where it derive~ its name fro~e Hadj, or 
assemblnge of pilgrims, who depart yearly from this spot for 
Mecca, halting here to fill thBir water, alit! to wait for the Emir
el-Hadj, or PriJl~e of the Pilgrimage; who generally leaves Ciliro 
the day before they set out. . 

Nov 24.-At sun-rise;the weather heing clearer, and the wind 
moderate, with a laud breeze from the l1orth-east, we saw Cliarrack 
Hill again, bearing north hy cast half-east, and were then in fort)'
two fathoms water. 

I sought and enquired in vain after the Sirafl; which is thought 
to have been seated at the foot of Charrack, and opposite to 
Kaeese ; and , ... ·hich is noticed by Edrisl as a seat of commerce in 
his, time, and connected with ,Kaeese, as Gombcroon wal:! afterwards 
with Ormuz. Dr. Vincent proves, «rom the re~ation of a voyage 
of two Arabians, that in the ninth century Siraff' was- a port of im
portance; for it seems in that ea.ly age to have been in the pos
session of the Arabians, and the centre of an Oriental commerce, 
which perhaps extended to China. He adds, that both SinUf, 
which was conquered by Shah. Kodbadin, king of brm"uz, about the 
year 1820; anll Siraff, "those decline is mentioned by Alfragani, in 
his time. yielded its consequence to Ormuz, which was a celebrated 
mart long before the Portuguese were mastsr ... of that island; and 
he inclines to think, though Sira1f is said hy D'Anville to be now. 
in ruin., that botb the name and the site are !4> be identified with 
the Charrack of the coast. As Sira1f.was said to have been oppo
site to Kaeese, there was a difficulty in reconciling it to thlt posi
tion of Charrack, as give" by M'Cluer, sInce this was to the east
ward of hi. Cape Bestion, and ratiler""p~te to PpJ.iOr} or }'roor. 

Sequel to the Voyage uf NelU'chu ... p. 5J!. 



l\AEF..c;E ANd) HlNDERABIA. 443 

J?r. Vincent was right in suspecting this arrangement, and in enlJ
ing in question the accuracy of M'Cluer, witli regafd to lIames; 
though he niQdestly expresses himself as not qualified to decide. 
Th$' town of Charrack is, as he conceived it ought to be, to the 
westward o{.tIUs Cape, and close to the eastern foot of the hill from 
which it derives, or to which it giv#~s its name. _ This, it is trUf.\ 
is s~ll to the eastward of Kneese, but not so far as to pre'gent its 
being called, in -1\ genE"ral way, 'opposite to the island.' The town 
of Tawoone is nearest to the island on the east, and Kallat-el-, 
Abee4, so called from an old castle in the mountains a.bove, in 
which some rebel slaves defended themsel vcs, is the ner, rest to it 
on the west. Between this and Cheroo another town was named 
to us, called Goorezy; but this we did not clearly perceive. Among 
them all, however, a position might be selected for Siraff: whidl 
would accord accurately enough with its vicinity to Kae~se, if other 
circumstances inOdicated ~ither its mime or its remains t.here. 

Heather, on the authority of r.,'Cluer, places the island., of 
Kaee.e and Hindl>rabia, at about fifteen' miles distant from each 
other; but i~ appears .that this navigator 'subsequently stated to 
Mr. Dalrymple, that he had alter.d the situation of Hinderabia, as 
he fouml it too near to Kcnn ; and actually extends the di!'ltance 
frem twelve to twent.y geographical miles, without stating what 
_after-discov~ry 'had leu to this correction_ The illustrator of 
Nearchus's voyages very naturally cOllgr~tulates himself on thiN 
alteration, since it corresponds more accurately with the twenty
five miles assigned to - the distance between them by Arrian; and 
expresses, great satisfaction in finding that the more correct the 
modern chart is, t¥ better it corresponds with the detail. of his 
author. The altern~tive which D'Anvilie -has chosen, however, of' 
makitlg the .. ,chorage of the fleet at the eastern end af Kataia, so 
as to include the length 'of that island in the four hundred stadia 
of the run 'frQm Kata,ja. 'to liS; still remains: and if it be allow
able to choose the most convenient end of one island for the point 
of departure; so it may equally be l"'rmitted to make the point 

3 L \! 
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of arrival at either extreme of the other, so as to include its length 
too, if necessary; more partic!Jlarly as lIa, the harbour medtioned, 
is only said to be sheltered by an island in the otfitl& "called. Kaika, 
without saying from what winds, or in what direction j so that if 
the distance w .... e the only point to be adjusted, tWll~' out of the 
twt:nty-fivc mile/) mig~t he unobjcctionahly made out, even at 
present. 

The i~lamf of Hilldcr~bia resembles dJat of Kalka in its general 
character, being low, level, and sandy at t~e base; hut not SO well 
wooded, althuugh it has some single trt.'t..'s und' sllruhs, and, it is 
said, good water. .. 

As the day advanced, the wind drew more easterly; and at 
noon, being in latitude 2,1)" 4ft north, and lohgitude b3° 53'. ea~t, 
Charrack Hjll hearillg north half-cubt, distant at least sixty miles, 
we saw the Arabian shof(~, bearing &outh-:)outh-eust, rather low, 
and distant about twenty iniles (rom u~ our soundings bein~ then 
in forty fathoms. . 

N either the names of Cape Bestion, nor Certes, under any of 
their variations of sound, are at all know'; to the natives of this 
coast. The eastern cape they ('all Ras·el-Shenaz, and the western 
cap"', Ras-cl-HhMsccni, both from towns of that name near their 
l'espective extrem('&: In the bay between thelll ar~ the towns 
of Boostana and Mugho; '-the first f)earest to Ras-el-Shenaz, and 
the second nearest to nas-el-Hh~s~eeni, and about equidistant 
from these capes, and from cach other. To the eafitward of Ras
el-Hhasseeni, are the towns ot Char~ack and Tawoo'n"e, which are 
described as simHar to ShenaI'". Linga, and CherOQ. 

This cape of Hh\\ssecni ·corresponds ver,! accurately in point 
of distance from Sbenaz, . tp the Cape Tursia of Arrian, at which 
N carchus rtnchoroo, ufter a run ot three hundred stadia, or -about 
nineteen miles from ·.Sididone, and before another run of the same 
distance to Kataia, or Kaeese, Dr:V;"cent thought he ~ould per
ceive this Tarsi~ of the Greeks in Niebuhr's modern ,name ' of 
Dsjerd, and refers the clasoical ;eader to, the fluctuations in the 
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orthography of the name Tyru~, to satisfy him of it~ possihility. 
""fhe P.htrnician word, It{' :-;ays, is Tsor; with the two initials 
T S. correspo~4ept to ,Niehuhr's D S.T : ,and Tsol' hecomes hy the 
T. T"'epo, . Tyrus, hy th(' S. 'Mr. or Sar--the J'Q4:>t of SOllr. Souria. 
lveia., Syri~ and found in Yirgil, 'Sarrano indorllliat ostro~' 

where tne Scholin "Hite,' a .":J~((ro mnrice/ ny tit{' salll(' analogy. 
Ts~rdl Tar-sia. Serd, Sertcs,-C(·rtes. Ghcrd; SjC'I'd." lit After thi!-l", 
no one would ~brcly despair of fill(liJl~ 'farsc(·a. or Tal'sia, in the 
pr('sent name Hhasst'cni, which, from not being known hrfofe to 
be the rC'al name ' of th·c l'ap(', has had no learning, or ct:, molo
gical skill exC'n:ised 011 it to s('e what illllight pl'odut.:e. 

'rife island of Kneese, ahreast of ",hidl w(' now wert." is appa
rently of It.~ss diUlf'Jlsions than thos(' usually given to it. Tht.'Vl'
not mentions it as about fivl' leaguC's in ('ircuit; and Horshur~h, 
from M'Clucr, states it to be .IS hl'~(' a~ Polior: J)(~ithcr of \I.·hieh 
is correC't. The extreme ]t.·llgth of it appearcd to us to be ahout 
four lIlilc~ and its g('ncral hn·i.uith "nhout two, while Polior is at' 

• • 
lea~t double that -;ize. Arrian, who, frolll Nearrhtls, describes 
it as a low dl'scrt island, gave jts cliaractC'r TllUdl more faithfully 
than M'Clu('r, who.call~ it a vf'ry heautif'ul one. and lwtter planted 
with trees than any othcr inlhc (;ulf. Tht' expr~~si()l1 of ' ut'"crt,' 
as Q$ed by Arri.-w, did not imply then, any more than it doC's 
now, a "lace totally incapahlt'. of prouuoillg any thinp;, Lut mther 
oue destitute of verdure ami IlattJral fertility. though capAhle of 
supporting li~ a~ the dest'ris of the 4rabs uo t .. tribe~ of thou-.. 
sands, with thcir 'Still more llumf'l'Ous HO('ks, and of .i>Lillg: made 
more prouuctivt: by artificial me:u~s of cultivation, It .'is uws 
that, thtmgh Neardrus found it uninhabited,.it was, he l'i3yS, fn.·
quented by visitors from the continent, who annually hrought 
goats here, a1H.i, consecrating them to Venus and l\lcrcury, left 
them to run wild. . The .learned illustrator of this jllte~estjng 

voyage h,\" very happily observed on this, that tlJough the deities 
of the Pefsian or Arabian mythology here allutletl to hy these 

N~te<O til; Dilllenation, vol. i. p.862. 
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Greek names, are not easy to be discovered, yet that the practice 
indicated the navigatioll of the (;ulf in that age; and. tha! if 
the g~ were to protect the breed for n. time, we .J.Jlight suppose 
it was ultimately intended for the use of man, ttpon the same 
principle that Juan Fernandez was ,tockcd by the Spaniards ill 
the South Seas. Nearehus, he cOlltinue;, has not infonned us 
whether he violated the 'asylum of these animals; but this 
appears the natural inducement for his leaving th'e coast to make 
thi$ islalld, "" he had obtai lied 110 supply either at Turnbo or 
Sidiuone; and we do not read that the sacrilege, if committed; 
was revenged by Mercury or .Venus in so severe a manner as 

• the compallions of Ulysses were punished for feasting on the 
oxen of Apollo.· , 

If the size, the fertility, and the beauty of Kaeese, have been 
aU exaggerated hy the moderns, ~o has jts distance from the 

• 
continent heen made too great, Th~ charts amI directories 
ma~e the channel to be fo~r leagues. wide; aDd this is said in 
the same page to he the greatest di;tanee at which it can be 
seen, from its being so low. Ii was nece~ary 10 assign a motive for 
Nearchus quitting the coast to go in search of it, ahd natural to 
find it in the one supposed, of seeking a supply from the conse
crated herds and flocks of Aphrodisia." as ]>lin~ caUs thi. island 
from this circumstance of its devotions. But the ~an.hardly 
appeared to .us to be as many miles as it is ~made leagues across, 
and certainly could npt be passed without its 'V~rJ' heach. being 
distinctly s.een from within. The main ~land here 011 the north 
is a lofty and abrupt mountain of greyish stone, whose: surface 
is seemingly ~very where destitute of vegetation, an .. d !\,hose steep 
sides rist 90 Ruddenly frolD the sea;: as to offer no tlemptation to 
approach them either. fO.r anchorage or refr~hment. Nothing 
would be more r.atural, therefore, than for the Macedonian fleet . . . 
tG cross this n.arrow channe~ which, ~upposing t~ey stiled at a 
distance of only two miles from the continent, would not he a , . ' 
league over; and the app.earance of trees and vegetation there, 

• DIUel'tlllonn . vnl . . . n '1(1" 
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would prqmise them better suppli(~l'i of food anu water than they 
could hope to ol;tain from the main coast. . 

This lofty..and barren mountain is thc Charrack of the charts. 
and is the sea-mark for approaching Kaee~('; for, when this b(~ars 
north-north-east, it has the iHland in one with it, which cannot 
then be distinguished from the main. The island is ilt present 
inhaLited by about fifty families, ami prOdl1('l>S ~ufficit'nt sust<>
nance for them ~nly; though ships may obtain good water thcn', 
according to the accouQt of our vi:-:;itors. Its mod.ern name of 
Kaeese sufficiently corrt'sponus with the ancit>nt one of Kataia, aud 
its po~tion and local features caB ~eave no uouht of their identity. 

'At Kalaia; sn.ys Arrian, 'ends tIle province of Karmania, 
along the coast' of whicll they 11.1u sni1cd three thousand l't'ven 
hundred stadia.--The Karmanians,' he adds,' resl'mble the Per
sians in thcir.manner.of living, their armour and. military array 
are the same, and, as adjoining provill( 'es, tIle customs :lIId habits 
of both aSiiimilate:'" The opinion of.Dr. Vint'("llt, that this h0118-

dary line is not an imaginary on<;:, 'but 'to he sought for in the 
Hill of Charrack. is' reasonable, and supported hy the al'l)carance . . 
of this being. as he conjectul'ed, the termination of a range, run-
ning inlanrl, and fonning a natural houmlary. The fa(,t n~lated 
by Arrian of the. Kurm:tllians rescmhlinl1: thc r'ersian:-i in their 
manner 'of living, is as true at the present pNiod a~ then. Th(, 
physiognomy of mos. of these thot I had h,,<1 an opportunity of 
seeing"'l'on other o('casions, was perfectly Arab: ilnd the Arabic 
language was as familiar· to them as the l)ersian; but cvt:ry thing 
else, in their dress, ~heir manners, and their c1laracter, was mOIC 

nearly allied to Persian habits;and seemed to point out on Arabic 
origin. 

At sun-set, having gone fifteen miles OR a true course of south
east, the PersiaR coast still·in <sight, Charrack Hill bearing north 
by west, an island ias seen from the mast.head, ncar the Arabian 
shore, bearing south. by west, and out. soundings in thirty-five 
fathoms. This was probably tire islaud of Zap.,· mentioned •• 

• Vovaee of Neacchw., p. 38. 
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being neal' the port of Seer, about this part of the coast; but of 
which no particulars arc accurately known. 1 t is said, however, 
to be opposite' to an angle or elbow of the 'land, from whence the 
coast trends away morc southerly thal1 it is lIlarked in the latc",t 
charts. 

The bay from hence to the westward is reported to extend at 
least a degree deepl>T in a southern direction than it is delineated 
by the best authorities, and to contain a great n'umber of islands 
gCllcrally unknown to European navigatvrs. In a recent voyage 
along the Arabian coast, on this side of the Gulf, made by the 
Honourable Captain Maude, in his Majesty's ship Favourite, eight 
of these islands were seen, and their positions tolerahly well ascer
tained; but a still greater number remain yet ullknown~ aR tht> 
who1e of the Arabian side of the Persian Gulf has bet"1l hut im
perfectly explored, 

The wcst~rnmost of all the islands in this bay is called Geziret 
Bethoobce, from a town of ·that nam(', abreast of which it lies. 
The town itself has a port, and is a place of s:ome trade, being in 
frienu,ship with the lmaum of M uscnt, and receiving vessels and 
supplies hoth of merchandize and provisions from that mart. This 
island is placed by the latest authorities in lat. 2.')0 20' north, and 
long. 5S" 40' east, and is in size nearly equal to Polior, extending 
about ten miles in length from e3bt to west, and being ahout half 
that hreadth from north to south, ' The town of Bethoobee is 
placed in lat. 24" .<35' north, and long. 53" .'50' east, and Ii • .on a 
low and uesert coast. There is a ,vide and clear Bassage between 
the i:slanu and the main, in which the sound.ings decrease from 
twenty fathoms near the fonner, to five near the latter. 'rhis 
island may, after 1111, be- the sam'e with the Zara and the Seer of 
the charts, as r:othing is mora e .. y ,than the, corruption of G ... 
zirch, the Arabic name of an island -generally; into either of 
these fonns, 

The first or northernmost of the group, discovered in hi. M ... 
jc.ty's ship Favourite, and called, afier her commander, Maude's 
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Islands, is the island of Halool; after which follow to the south
ward Sheraroo, Daoos, Jumaeen, Danee, Arzeneeah, Dclamce, and 
Geziret Beni Aass, making eight in number. Of these their dis
('.overer gives the following account:- . 

Haloal is in lat. 25° 41' north, and long. 520 23' east. It i~ 

high in the centre, decreasing towards each extremity; and, having 
a bold shore and ut'ep water, from twelve to fifteen fathoms all 
around, may he approached with perfect safety. From a cor
respondence of latitudeJ t.his has heen supposed to be the island 
of May, so called in the English chart~ and plact'd about a degree 
further to thE' eastward, or nearly in t.hE' longitude or Geziret 
Bethoobee; but this is not certain. 

Sheraroo is in lat. 25° 13' north, and long. 52" 1 Weast. It is 
from three to four miles in length from south-ea.';;t to Horth-west, 
and not more than half that breadth, having two small hummocks 
on each extremity. About hnlf a mile from tht' northernmost 
point is a small TOG.k a.bove water .• To the north-west of this 
islalltJ, the Arabian coast may be approaclwd; but ali it i~ .\Blow 
land in that direc:tion, it should he dOlle with caution. 

Daoos is in lat. 2.'50 10' l,lOrth, ami long. 52" 45' east. It is .. ix 
or seven miles in ·Iength from east to west, and ahout four in 
breadth. It is mudcrntely high and rugged, with a low point 
extending to the north-west~ and the soundings in passing it wcrt~ 

. on broken ground, and irregular. 
,Jqrnaeen is in lat. 25° (j' .north, and long. 52' 55' east. It has 

three high hUlnJ'l1ocks, of an equ.a] elevation, two on t.h~ north 
part, and Oll~ i~ the southward; but, on passing it, the haze pre· 
vented .fhe- extremities being seen. 

Danee is a small and exce~dingly low island. in lat. 250 l' 
north, and long. 5~~ 20' east.;. the colour of which, in hazy weather, 
approaches so nearly to that of the atmosphere, that it is difficult 
to be distinguished 01> the horizon, amI therefore should be ap
proached cautiously. The passage between this island ami Shera-

3M 



MAUDE'S ISLAND~. 

roo is cleo r of shoals, that would be dangerous to small ships; 
thc:mgh there arc sudden overfalls, on a coral bottom, from six to 
three fathoms and a half. 

Arzeneeah is in lat. 24" 5(;' north, and long. ,')2°.33' east. It is in 
length about seven miles from east-north-ca."t to west-south-west, 
and in breadth about a league. It is rather high and uneven, and 
the south side is particularly rugged. His Majesty's ship Favourite 
anchored ofl'this island in twelve and a half fathoms, on a coral 
and sandy bottom; the centre of the islal,ld bearing south by east 
half-east, and the ship off' shore from five to six miles. There are 
no trees on the island, aud but little other vegetation; and the 
soil was found, 011 examination, to consist chiefly of metallic ore. 
About a cable's length frum the eastern extremity of the island, 
and in that direction, is a rork above water, and a sintilar one also 
off the opposite, or western extreme; while from the north-east end 
a shoal extenus for nearly a mile from the shore, composed of coral 
roCiks and St1.nd; and the 5puth-wcst termination is a low and 
barren point. 

Delamee is in lat. 24" s6' north, amI long. 52° 24' east. Its 
length from north to south is about six miles, and its breadth les.. .. 
than half that, 1;'010 east to west. It is of a moderate height, and 
of a darker colour than Arzeneeah. On its northern end, is a 
round hill, t.he extremity of which terminates in a low sand; and 
towards the southern point there are three small Jmmmocks, 
which slope off in a similar way. Off the northern end of the 
i~land, a shoal extends for nearly tv.'o miles . in that direction, 
which ought not to be approached under seven fathoms; and the 
passa~e to the southward of the island, or between it and the 
Arabian ~horf", is considered as altogether unsafe. The channel 
between Delamce and Arzeneeah is, however. rlear of shoals; 
though there are in it irregular soundings and overfalls, from 
twenty-one to fifteen, and from twelve to seven fathoms. . 

Geziret Beni Aass is in lat. 240 34' J1orth, and long. Qilu 40' east. 
It is rather high in the centre; very rugged, and extending to the 
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south-west in a low poin~ which nearly joins the main JamI, leav
ing a narrow channel, navigable by small boat, only. The Arabian 
coast, to the westward of this, is very low, and the pilot stated that 
there were several ~mall islands otf it, but he considered thenl 
dangerous to be approached, except by boats. The channel be
tween Arzeneeah and Geziret Beni Aass is perfectly safe. 

All the islands here described have the same arid and barrell 
appearance as Polior and Nobfleur, the Tombs, and other islands 
on the opposite shore of the Persian Gulf. The water found on 

• 
them is said to be brackish; but Captain Maudc, from the ap-
pearance of the soil, and from what he witncs~ed on the island of 
Arzeneeah, was inclined to suppose that good water might be 
procured. Safe anchorage may be obtained under any of them 
during the prevailing north-west winds of thiOo .sea, as a shelter 
from which they are tonveniently situated. The currents, or 
tides, set through these i~lands from east-south-ea~t to west-north
west; hut neither their rate, nor the tiple of high-water, were ascer
taiJled. The magnetic variation, from a' mean of severa] sights, 
was abou t 4" SO' west. 

The.se islands are placed in thc centre of an extensive pl·arl 
bank, which extends nearly two hundred miles in a longitudinal 
direction, and abollt "eventy miles from north to south, and from 
this bank a great quantity of pends aTe annually ('olll>cted. TIlt' 
positions of these islands, as here laid dOWJl. wcre not considered hy 
Captain Maude to be exactly accurate; the heat of the climate hav
ing considerably affected the rate of his chronometers,llnd the haze 
over the land being often so great as to pr€'vent his ('stimating cor 
reetly the distance from the shore when the bearings ,,,"'ere taken: 
but it is npvertheless believed that their assigned positions are 
sufficiently ac<..urate to renc1ew this account of them of some use to 
those navigators to whom the southern side of the Persian Gulf 
is unknown. 

From the bottom of the bay in which Maude's Islands are 
situated, the Arabian coast extends lor nearly two degrees in a 

3 .. 2 
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north-north-west direction, till it reaches the point ofRas Rekkan, 
or Ras-el-Sharek of the Arabs, where it takes a bend rouml to the 
south-west, and forms the Bay of Bahrein . . This Cape of Rekkan 
is in lat. 26v 12' north, aud long:. 51\)] Sf east, having the town and 
Fort of Zubarra about a mile or twu to the south-east of it; and to 
the west-south-west of' it, at ill\ervals of a few miles dil:'tant, are 
the towns of Yamale, AguIla, Khore Hassan, and }<'ereyha, with 

. the creek and port of Laghere, at twelve hours' -sail beyond the 
Cape, to the we~tward. The coast from t,!lC Cape westward forms 
a concave semicircle, extending a t~w milc:o; deeper than the line 
of flul.> north lat. and elllling at EI Kateef~ the eastern point to 
the entrance of which is in about lat. ~W .. Q8' north, and long. 
50U 

[/ east. 
The Islands of Bahrein, which are !;eutcu in this hay, are two 

in number ; as the name, being a dual in Arabie, implies. I"f'he 
largest of these uears this name particularly, and the smal1er re
tains that of Arad; an app~llati()n of vcr)' carly date, when these 
islallds bore the na.mes of 'J'y]os anu Arad, in allu~ion to the Tyrus 
and Aradus of the PhCl'nicians., on the coa.<.;t of Syria. The principal 
island has its {'entre in Jat. 26'" 13' lIorth, andJong. 5<Y! 36', east. 
] ts length is about ten miles, in a direction of west-north-west and 
east-south-east, and its hreadth about half' that, in another direction, 
across. The general appearance of the island is low; but it is 
every where fertile, wcll-wat.ered, and supporting an extensive 
population. There are estimated to be no less than three hun
dred villnges scattered over this small ' island, and every portion 
of the suil is cultivatt.~d; producing dates, figs, citrons, peaches, 
and a species of almolld, called -loazi, the outer husk of which is 
eaten as well as the kernel. The principal to~n, which is called 
Minawah, or Minawee-proRCrly, the scala, or port, like other 
places of the same description on the coasts of the Arabs, from 
mina, a port--.is Jarge .nd populous, 'and has a good bazaar, . with 
twelve caravanseras for strangers. Many wealthy merchants re
side here, and an extensive commerce is carried on in the export-. . . 
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ation of pearls to India, and the importation of the manufadures 
and productions of that country, tor the supply of all the eastern 
coast of Arahia, and the interior of that peninsula. 

The islaml of Arau is of' nearly the same length as the prin
cipal olle of Bahrein, hut is exceedin~ly narrow, particularly to
wards the ct'ntre, where it is harclly half a milt' aeros~. ami at its 
wiul:st parts, \,\rhieh arc Ileal't'l'it cadJ extrelllity of its lcugth, it is 
not more than two miles over. The din~dioll of its l':'llgth is 
Hearly north (11)(.1 soutll, (11)(1 its centre is ill lat. !W" 16' north, and 
long. 50" 40' east, makin~ thelSl: i~laJl(l~ to hear ahout south half
west frolll Rushin', distant olle hundred aud sixty-tin' Hliles. 011 
the northernlllost point of Arao. is a slIlall town among date-trees, 
('aIled Sell1<liuw ; and ill the centre 01' IlillTowcst part (,1' the island, 
another villagt.~; hut the principal town, whi('h is called M.lhal'ad, 
or l\'lahal"ag, i~ scah·J Oil the soutlwrll extreme, alld IS ncarly as 
large as Mill<lwah, ht'illg ticft.'IH.1cd with two forts, with h.:~tions, one 
at each end of tht-' towlI, 1~lld a wall sllrrollJldill~ t he whole. Fri)m 
thi~ Jast l·IU.l , OVt'l' to tile larger i:o;lanu lif Bahn'in, whic.:h lying 
nearly cast anu west, stands almost at right angles with tilt, fnrmt::r, 
there is CI ferry hy ouats, which are constantly ~()illg Hight alld 
clay. The strait of separatioll hetwct'll the islalllis i~, at lea."t, six 
miles in breat.ltl) j but being full of shoals, it cloes lIut aumit the 
passage of ships through it. 

The ha~bour is thus formed by the~c t, ... ·o islands; OBC lying 
north and south, and the other east and west; .. mcl good shelter 
iii atrorded by them from all but north-west willus. Til,mgh the 
approach to the harbour is renuered difficult hy the foul groUl.u 
and shoals, yet, these being of coral, the "fater is so fillely trans.. 
parent as to admit of their being seen at a cOllsiueraiJle distance, 
which reHder~ the navigation cOllll'~ratively easy, rt'(Juiring only 
careful hauds statiolled to lo(')k out aloft, ami guide the vessel 
through them by the eye. One of the greatest disadvantages of the 
port, is t\le distance of the anchorage for ships froUl the shore, 
which is often four or five miles. His Majesty's ship Favourite 
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anchored to the south-east of the islands, having the fort of Maha
rag to bear llorth-w~st, and the Jlorthcrn extreme of Arad Island 
north by west. where she was we)] shdterec.l fl'OlIJ north-west 
winds.. Tlw Company's cruisers, however, usually anchor on the 
north-west side of the islaml.s, with the following bearings: the 
to'"' n of Sell1aitee, east half-north ; the central viHage un Arad, east 
by south half-south ; Maharag town, south-east half-east; Mina
wah, on BahreiJl, south half-east; and an old'Portuguese .fort, 
on '1 rising ground, on the .!.ume island, south-west. This ancho
rage is in three and a-half fathoms water on a sandy bottom, 
and is ahout three miles off shore ; but though well sheltered 
here from aU but north-west winds, it is dangerous by its expo
sure to them, .. us that is the prevailing quartt'r from whi(h the)' 
hlow throughout the ]\'rl, ian Gulf: and there is then an ex
tensiV'e cora l ~hoal, not morc than a quarter of a mile to the 
south-cast of thl' allchol'ag~, whil"h prc8ents a h.e shore to vessels 
riding here, The high hllld of Kateef~ as seen from hence, bears 
w~st hy north half-Hoi'th,' at a cOllsiderablp distance. There 
is, however, a much morl' secnre,_('ol1venicnt, aml in every respect 
better anchoragt> than t'ithcr of' these two, within 'half a mile uf 
the town of Millawuh, where the dows and country vessels all 
lie in three and a-half and four fathoms water: the fort in 
the c('ntre of the town bearing south-south-east; a patch of coral 
shoal without, north-north-west ; the })ortuguese fort on Bahrein, 
about west hy north; and thc centr~ of the town of l\<faharag, east. 

The pt'url ti~h('ry. of which these islands form the centre, is 
calculatcd to yit'ld anllually auout twenty lacks of rupees worth 
for (>xportatioll, the greatc~t portion of which find their way to 
India, and the remainder are di"persetl throughout the Persian 
and Turkish eu'pireEo, by way of B\lshire, Bussorah, and Bagdad, 
and from thence to Constantinople, Syria, Egypt, and even as 
far as the great capitals uf Eurupa. The bank on which this 
fis,hery is carried on, extends from Bahrein, nearly to RaS-el
Khyma; and the· finest of the pearls are found among the group 
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of Maude's Islands, near Haloola, (which may derive its name 
from 10010, the Arahie name for a pearl,) ami Geziret Beni Aass. 
The i.slands of Bahreiu- furnish annually auout a thousaud boat.s; 
the tribc!ol of Beni Anss at Ucihoubah, or Boothabcan, ahout five 
hundred ; and the othf'r sHlall ports along that ('oast an l'qual 
numher; hesides tho~e which ~olll ptimt's ('OUW over from the 
P ersian ShOf('. It is said hy SUlnl' that any hoat .. may fi s h for 
oystur.s on ihes<.' banks without pa)' ill~ for sud) a 1'rj\'ilegl~; hut 
others ('ollleml ihat eVl'ry hoat fuund thel'e ltIust pay a fixed 
tribute to the Sheik of Bahrein. Both partit,s admit , IIt)wever, 
tlwt when any daJlgr of capture from pimtt's is .'lppreil('nded. 
the Sheik furni shes several ul'IlU'd v('ssels to prutect tlU' whole; 
and fur this he claims a trihute of from :-.ix to h ' ll jJl'arh. from 
eaeh boat, ac('oniillg to her size and import.I))('(', 

The fi shery i N carri(,d 0 11 during the :-.U1111l1('1' IItOllths ollly, 
when the bank is ('overed hy h(Ja ts throll~hout it!'! whok extent, 
'rhe divers i~Te Arahs and I~gro I->layt·s, '\)"ho arc lOltsl ly train1!d 

to the practke from their YO'lth. They ('OllllllCIH"'(' thl'ir lahours 
at sun-rise, and continue "gclleralJy ulltil sun-s('t. 1'II('Y go um\n 
in all depths, from fin' to fifteen fatholll ~: relllainin~ f'rolU iWI) 

to five minutes, and hringing up with them fl'oin eight to tw('lve 
oysters in both hand :--. On Teaching the surface, til, ,) bal'ely 
take time to recover breath, and the n dive agaill illlllH'oiatdy, 
as it is found that allY length of repose urtw<"c lI, ratll('r wCi.lkclls 
than recruits the diver. All the ~ains of the fislwry Ilre divided 
in the most equitable way; hy !Shares ill proportioll to the ('''pit-a) 
embarked in th~ boa ts: and those who have Hot at illI contrihuted 
t~ their eCluipuwnt arc yet paid ill proportionatl' shares also; so 
that all partie'> are interested in till' gain,., of tIle concern, CllHJ. 
all prosecute thl:ir labours \"illillJ..{ly. The food of the divers, 
during the season, is chiefly fish, dates, ami a sma 11 portion of 
bread, rice, and oil. DurillgO the fair M'ilSOIl, they harcly earn 
enough to keep them through the winter, whi<'h they pass, like 
the sailors of all other countries when on shure, in as great a 
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state of indolence and dissipation as their religion and their 
habits will admit of. These men, as might be expected, who pass 
one-half of their lives in thC' most fatiguing labours, and the 
other half in dissipation, seldom live to an old age. They use 

. the precaution of oiling the' orifices of their ears, and placing a. 
horn over the nose when they dive, to prevent the water from 
entering by these apertures; but when they ,. have been long 
engagt>d in this servict>, their bodies are subject to break out in 
sores, and their {'yes hec'o~e blood-shot and weak; and all their 
faculties seem to undergo "a premature deeay. 

The terms of conducting an adventure in this fishery, vary so 
much at every s('ason, and with every individual boat, that no rule 
can be laid down as a gCIH'ral one, except that each patty is allow
ed to partidpate in the gain, in proportion to the capital he has 
cmharkrd, or till' personal service which he renders, and that strict 
justice and impartiality in the division prevails . 

. The largest and fillf;st pearls arc hrou~ht up from the deepest 
water, and all of them an'> said to he as hard when they are first 
takt>n out of the fish, as they are ever afterwards. Thpy are, when 
new, of a purer wllite than after they hecome exposed to the air; 
and are calC'ulated to lose, in this respect, one per cent. annually in 
value. There arc two kinds of pearls found: the yellow one, 
which is sent chiefly to India, where those with this tinp;e are pre
ferred; ami the pure white, which are more esteemed in Europe, 
and find a hcttcr market also at all the great Turkish and Persian 
towns. Thr Iwarl of Bahrein is (:onsidered by all as very superior 
to that of (,rylon. The Just is said to peel off, from not having 
acquin~d it. .. perfect consistency when first takl>n, and to lose con
stantly in colonr; wherens that of Bahrein is firm, and secure from 
that injury, ant! after a period of.ahout fifty years, ceases to lose 
any thing in purIty of colour. Before the pearls are sent oft' from 
the island, they are ('urefully assorted as to size, shape, .tint, 
&c., and being drilled through, are strung on threads, and made 
up .into round bundles of about three inches diameter, sealed and 
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directed, and sent in that form to distant markets. They art· then 
called metaphorically, 'Iloomaan el Bahr,' or 'Pomegranatf's of 
the Sea,' as that fruit-is in great f'steem hen" and these l1unules 
resemble them ahnoot exactly ill form and size. 

Bahrein is famous aJ~o for its springs of frel'ih.watel' arising 
ill the sea. One of these rises in thre(' tatJHlm~, wilere thc ti·e:-.h· 
water gushes up through the sauu of the oottom with p'rcat force. 
A ,jar is titted 'tn the Ul(,outh of this spring, and the I'Cl'MHl who 
procures the water fro1'1 it, di\'c13 with all empty ua~, mutiC' of a 
~oat':') skin, rolled up under hi~ arm: thi:>' II(' d(').lel'uu .. dy placci"i 
over the mouth of tIl(> jar. awl it being filled in a f('w M'('oruh·, it 
floats up to the ~urfat:c with him. There an' fOllr or tiv{' ~prill!!:~ 

of this killd UJ'OUlUJ the islaud: aud the only water whkh is dl'U~lk 
at Arad, i~ procnl'l;'cJ from OIlC of tlH'se, hituatcd It few yanh. below 
low-water mark on thl' &lmly beat'll th('I'(', 'l'h(, water from all 
thc&e ~pring!'oo i., ill it ')clf very fresh : hut frmu want of ('art' ill thting 
the skill~ on their orifices, the ~pa-w:~r ~ s ofh'lI <l(hnitt(,u with it, 
and lI1akc~ it hracki ..,h. A :-.imilar ~prillg to tlw:-.c, it will be rt..'~ 

mcmhert'u, wa~ di:-.covered at tilt' huttolll of tht' s('a lIe;.lr the )h(l'M 

nician island of Aradu:-., oil tlw ('ou..,t of S) ria. '1'1Il' illhahitallt!>. of 

tlJat place an" ~aid, ho\,cvcr, hy Strauv, to have drawn their watt' }' 
from thence by mealls of n leadl'n bell, aud a leathern pipe fitted 
to it!S bottom--a refinement in art, to which the ])('op1e of Hahn·iu l 

with all the wealth which thpir sC'a of pearl.., aHord:-. them, ha\(' 
not yet arrived, The Arau of the Persiull Gulf had at lea~t thb olle 
feature of resemblance to the Arauus of the M('diterranea'i Sen: 
aml hoth Tvlos and it were worthy of thei)' names, fhuH til(' riches 
which tiley 'drew from the oceal!; as coloJ1il'~ of a ~tatc, like Tyre, 
whose ~trcngth \Va."! in her ~hjpping and })('r CODlmerce, alld who~c 
pU.rple, that dyed the roUt.'.s "t: kiJlg.s and t'mperors iJl ancicjnt ua)1S., 
was drawn from the .salue d ement ru, the pearl .... which w('nt froUl 

hence to deck tht' crowns aild diadem~ of queens and cmprcsses, 
and serve more generally the pUfl'ose'.i of ornament amI decora
tion in modern times. 

:~ N 
• 



FORMATION OF PEARLS.-LAGHERR 

It I)as been thought that these fresh springs rising at the bot
tom of the ocean, as well as the plentiful fall of rains from above 
are favourable to the formation of' the pearl. Mr. Morier says, 

l'he fishermen always augur a goou season of the pearl when 
there have been plentiful rains ; anu so accuratdy has experience 
taught them this. that when corn is very cheap, they increase their 
demands for fishing. The connexion is so well ascertaiut'u, (at 
least, so fully crcuitetl,-not hy them only, but hy the mcrchant-s at 
l;.lr~''') that til(> prit-('I-o paid to the fislH'qnen an', in fact, always 
raised wlH'1t there have heell great raius:"" Th'.' f(· is a ':uriolls 
pa8sage ill llenjamin of Tudela., relating to til(' supposed formation 
of pearls, which seems to prove that ' it WUI-o a helief pr(·tty widely 
extenc.le(\; for Ill' l'.1ll'akR of tl\c pl'op\e of Kathipan, a vC'ry distant 
place in Inuia, wht.·I'(· tll(>l"(.· were fifty thoul-o<\1Iu .h'Wb; attributing 
tlJl> formation to the fall of a dew at a fixeu period, which they ('(,1-
leeted from the surfa~'e of the waters, ami aftprwarus ('au!\ed to 
de~€cnd to the bottom ()~ the. sea. t 

In the bottom of tlli l-o hay of Bahrein, about twelve hours' sail 
tu the !:iouth-west of Rab Ilekkan. or lla8 Sharek, and from five to 
six hourti' sail to the ~outll\ ... ard generally of Bahrein, is the creek 
and port of Laglwre. In this creek, the boat~ of the pearl fishery 
ill'C laid up during the winter, to the number of !:ieveral hundred 
sail, as tIlt., creek is capaciou!:i, and extend~ for many miles inland. 
This town of Laghcrc is cOJlbidl·n..(l as the l\lfina, or Purt of Lahsa, 
a large Arab town, about thn'c days' journey by c:ame18 into the 

• MOriN's Trnvels Ihrough Persm .... to. 

t ' r:'{'~ t C'l cc ilf'n (Kalhipan) que se trouvf' Ie Bdellium, qui est un ouvro.ge mprve,llcux. 

de In Natl'H' f~ut d e eette )llRllIcle. Le 14 till IIIULl; Nisun, iI tomoo, sur la superficie d .. " eaUl( 

uuc ro~e (Iue l e~ \,ab.tans ri;cut:llicut; aprc~ I'.H'olr r{'ufe rmt;'. 11, 10. jette llt dan' 10. mer, afin 
'1lI'clill a llie au film!. Mai~ au milieu ti ll 1II01S Tu,Tl, _CIIII hommu dcs('cud lUI (onu de la mer, 

(tUnchi·s U des ('oroes, qll on reti re, apr':s qu'ils ont ramdsah de certam, reptiles, qU'on ouvre 

011 qU'on fend pour en tirer la IJierre precieuse (pii Y fist renfermee."_n,rgrro/l', L'v1lectwn dt: 
YVlIlJ8u. Pans, 4to. p. 52, 5:1, By whatever name the pearl was known ill the cOllntry of 

K.l.thlp.l.ll, Lt I~ eVident that thiS desrription of thc manner of procuring Bdellium, can be mean! 
o( penrh only. 
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interim' westerly, and nin{' othpr sueh days' .iournl\y~ from Derr
iah, the Wahshee capita1. The trihe of' Arahs livin~ tht'rt' arc 
called Beni Asare{'ah: and the pla.e(· is reCk01H'd· to he of sonll' 
strength and importance. nurin~ thC' (·xpeditions of' the Portu
p;uese in these seas, Lahsa was til(> seat of a kjn~. to whom hoth 
the islands of Bahrein ami tlw port of Kutppf wert' suhjC'ct ; and 
1n account is ~ivt'n ill the Portugucst· histori('s of thos(' times, of' 

• 
in .expedition from Ormuz agninst Bahn'ill, on ilnuunt of' Mo-
crim, the King of Lah&;l, havin~ I'efused to pa~' trihut<, to them. 
Bahrein was takl'lI hy the comhiueti arm ... of the Purtll~LH'Se and 
Persians ~ and Antonio Correa, the leader of the fOflm'l', added th(' 

, 
title of Bahrein to his name. J)urin~ the whole of the cligIlgf'ment, 
Reis Xarafo, 01' Asharoff, the Persian mlmiral, lookt·d on from his 
vC'ssel as an uncnll('erned spectator: but whell afterw4lJ'd~ thf' body 
of King Mocrim, who wtIS shot through the thi,g-h. and did not die 
till six u<lYs afterwards, W<lS taken over to Lahsa to he interred, 
this ('old-blooded amI cowanl1y sIJe(!kt.tor. went ovpr :'0 the tO'WIl, 
and cut off' his hl'ad, which he sent to Ormuz. ,"Vhat ~i('ems 

equally dis~raceflll is, that Correa, the Portllgu('~;(' ('ommarull'r. in 
memory of the share whieh he had in this ('vent, was lIutlioriz(·'d 
to hear a king's head in his coat of arms, whieh is !-\till, !-\ays the 
historian of his own country. horlle hy his dcsc('lHiants.· 

Beyond Laghere to the north-w('~t. is the town and port of EI 
Kateef. A plan of this placC', hy Captain Simmons, has heen scC'n 
by Horshurgh, and he judges froll1 it that it is a sate Iwrhour. 111 
his Directory, he gives the latitude of the tOWII as QO" 56' litll'th, 

but in. his chart it is plated in lat, 30" ~G' north,-il diffcrence 
which must have arisen from an error of the press. The 
directions for entering tllis port are prohahly from Captain Sim_ 
mons too. It is remarkabfe, however, that though Horsburgh 
says, on the authority of the principal pilots, that tht' (!oast from 

Portuguese Ditcovery L1ud Con'1uen of India, p. !t, b,:1, c. I .• cel, 6, from the Portu
guese A.i&. of De Faria of Soula, iuaerted io. Kerr', GelJe~al HJ~tory or V oyagcl and Travel.,
P-di"bllrgj, 1812. 8vo. vol. 6, p. 188. 
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(iraine to' Katif lies south hy west; and that a course from the 
island of' Ohah. of Nouth hy W(·~t, wj]] ('arry a vessel inside the 
ifilanus hctw('en Graine and Kaleet: and n rOllT};E> of f'outh by 
east outside of thelll: yet he lays dow II this ('oast in his 
chart <'IS about south-east half-south, 01' n t:'arJy four points dif
ferent from that givpn jn tIl(' J)ir(>ctor~ ,* ]n a <:ommercial 
work like Mr. Milhurn'~, Olle uO(,}j not C'xpel't ~() much hydro .. 
graphieal a('('ur:wy : and whclI we find him plaf'ing Bahrein 
thirty l<'i1~lI CS wpst-north-wf'st from nush~r(',t all error of nearly 
as mallY l{'a~u{'s in distall ('(', and of ahout si ... pointR in the ('ourse, 
om- dot,S not feel so 1IIUeli disappointlllcnt ; hut t'Hl'tain Hors
hurgh is an <luthority so llighly am] so d{'scl'vedl) estel'nwd, 
that it is in evt>l'Y poillt of vi('w dl'sirahll' to see his ex(,t'Hcnt work 
as fn'(' of hl<' mj.sh('~ as p(Js~ibll'. 

El Kau.,('f iN sit uatt'd in ahout lat. 2611 20' north, and lon g. 
abollt [,0" 0 ' ('ast. It is a larg<' tra<lin~ town, intimately ('onncded 
witk the Bahrf:'in J sl aJl(L~, and sharing in thei r pt'arl fi~hcry as well 
as tll('ir general ('omnll'rt'{', though the gm'f'l'HlIH:'IIts an' iud('prnd
('lit (If ('i!("h other. It has a deep hay, in whkh t,lw vessels of the pear] 
11sl1(>r), al'l' also laid lip. aH well :IS at Laghert', during the winter 
s('ason. It is a sillgular faet, l'onfirmeo h~r aU those who I1re well 
iH'lluaiTlted with tll(' Gulf, that 110 worms arl' found to injure 
vessels' hottoms, or ~uJlk('n wood, throughout its wat('rs, de
btrllctive as thl1t cause is to ships in aB otht,], ~l'as, ()n t]1(' )ler_ 

sJan sid(' or the Gulf, thcrc arc no coral hanks, and few other 
shoals. tIl(' soundings lwing lIlostly )"('gular, OB a muddy bottom, 
ano the water thick ano foul. On the Arabian side, coraJ banks 
and shoal:-o abound, as in th £> Red Sea, with most irregular sound
ings, a rocky and sandy bottom, and the water beautifuny transpa-

• II OT8LII(g- II '$ Sail in~ Dlrediolls. p Z·H ,4to. 'Y" Il<l\"e grclll l, lc:lsure in Ia.ym~. thai in 
l~ler editions of these work", the~c ('rron hllve Ix:en re~iilctl, ~IHI that a ll suusequent impro,,£_ 
rot'nls in our kl:owledgt· of tllCSIl Mhorcs are cmlxxlied ill the sllccessive editiolli of Cilptnin 

Hursbn rgh',,£harl.!l Rnd Sll iJi1l1; J)ucctiolls all they appear, Sec this suLJcet discussed in the 
Orit'ntal Hcraltl, for SClllember. 1828, 

t MillJurn's Uriental ComrncITe, 4to, 181a, "01. I, p, 119 • 
• 
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rent. In our progres:.. through it. We' hall. <1 :-. yt't :-'Cf'JI 110 w{'Plls, for 
which the' ·Rl'U Sl'a was ~n ('t'It'llnltt'd. IlIHh.'r ib tith· of Yam 
Sooph, and whieh, inu(·t!d. :-.ti ll aholllld tlll'l'l' <I ' IllH<'h il!'> C" t' l': hut 
floatin~ S('f'}Wllt.." of' whit'h I do Hot I'ClIIl'lll}'I'!' ('\(>1' 10 han' ll('tlro 
mrntioll ill the Arahian Gulf: art' found ill thi .. of l\'I':-.ia, as Wt,lI 

as on the ('oastJ. of' St'ind, (;mwl'at. ;lnd lIiluloo .. tan. \\'lil'tIH'r 
lilY, ur ",hidl or t hl'M' fatt" may i lt all a( '( 'Olillt ft.1' tlu'n' IX' illg no 
>\'Ot'lIIl'1 throu~llVllt thil'l M.;' i1. to injure thl..' "ottulII l'< or H '..,!'!('! .. , w()uld 
I(hnit of . ..,m lll· ('oJl :-. itl l'J'~tjoll. The \\ hult' of th(' hottom, frulll ltas

c l- Kh) lila up to Ka tl..·d: ;uHl, a:-. MlHH' :-' .1 .", l'\' ('11 a, itu' lip Oll thi :.. 
:-.idc UI'> til(' mouth of tli(· Euphratl':-', pn'M'l\ t .. hl'oh.t'll groulld and 
:-.u<ldt!H 1)"<.'l'fal1 .. , or IIlI l..'qllal J idg(' .... , 10 til(' I('au, diJl('riltg: iiH! awl 
CV('lI tell fiLtllOlll :-. at'l ('il!'>L: and the I'I·arl-diH'J'." 011:-'1'1'\1'. that ill 

thel'lc pi t ~ of Ihe hothllll, the h('l'> t O) !o,~l ' J' 1'> arc found, undt'l' till' 
overhanging ('tig(':-.., or IJl'ink ~ of Iht'se op(,lIill~", 

Proeec:oing ullwilrd,.., from EJ h: ;dt't'f 10 tht' lJt)nhwill:d, or 
toward ... (il'aillf', th t, (·o.ht of tht' ('OlltilJ('nt j" hilt litt l(. )..110')..11 to 
.Euro)l{'all ~, alld il'> IItl"igatt'd \\ ith p;rt ,;!'t l'autioll h,v tit(' 1l .llIVl·'i, 

who, from the alllll1uam'c of' :..hoa l ... i1l it , II l'\'c r mo\(' hilt ill til(' 
(lay- tilJlt', with I't'rMHl S :-.tat i(Hlcd Oil their ) anl :- alld at UH 'I!' lIJal'> t
h t'ads t.o look (lut, <l lId alldlOJ'in~ alwil) 1'> 1)1'1411'(' I'IUlI-M't , al'> i.!oo dUlll' 

on the ('();,t.~t of t il l' H.t!ll "'l·a. In thi l'> i ll ll'na l of' "' pal'~'. tlu'n' is 
howcver, in the otting ~.~vl'ral i:-.iulIll .... to thl' 1I\1I1Il)('r of ,!oo(' \ ' (' Il , as 
the native pilotl'> ~ay, Foul' of th(;,M:~, whidl wen' I'>Cl'll .1Ild " il'> itl'd 
by Captai n Biddulph, of' his Maj(· ... ty·1'> .. iotl)) IIl':;'}!"r, Il:lV( ' ohtailll,t1 
the namc of Biddulph '~ Uroup, ami of thcl'>c hc ~ive., the fol! ~lwillg 

vositiOl~S . 
The first island i~ in lat. ob:-.erved 011 it 27" !j!j' !jO" Jlort}), and 

long. by lunal' di:-.tanccfo ~!'" ~( j ' east. Thi :-. i:-, IIlIt lliOl'(' thall threc 
hundred yard~ JOII~ ;md :-. i~t.) broad. hE"illg lIlt'n'l ), a ' illltl-llilllk 
elevalt.'1.l only f(lur or five feet ab()\'(~ tIll' ~ urlh<:l..' or the !-o('a, totally 
destitutt! of vegetation, aJH.11yjll~ iJi a din'ctioll of l'a~ t-1I0I'th-ca,o,t 
and wesl-&outh-west. 

The second island i:; in lat. 27" 44' north, and long, 4!J" 31' ea~t. 
Thi, is nearly a mile in length, in 9w direction of north-east hy 
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north, and so~th-east by ~mut1l, and from four to five hundred 
yards broad. Its el('vation if;; not more than five ' 'Of ~ix fpet 
above the sea, aUll it has only some S(:ul'lty vegetation 011 it:-; 
southern cdge. 

The third island is ill lat. 270 41' nortN, and long. 49" 31' east. 
This is of nearly it circular form, amI ahout half a mile in circum
fercnc~. It is destitute of' vegetation, and devate~ sevell or eight 
feet only above the sea. 

The fourtll island is in lat. 27" 42' nortl1, and long. 49" 2(;' east, 
it being observed from the ship to bt'ar west-sou til-west from the 
second island, c.li staHt fivc'or six u.lilcs. 

Bt.'lween the second and tllil'd is]auu,s is a p;oou passage, with 
ten ththoms, 011 II sandy bottom in lIlid-dlilllllcl. These hav(' 
each a coral n'l'l' arouud th('lI). hut it does not ('x tend far off: 
When the third island bore Wt'st hy north Ih'(' wile's, there w("rc 
thirty-three fathoms, mud; ami 011 the north·enst side of the 
second alld third islum}s, about three wiles off; thefl~ were from 
twenty to twenty-eight li;thoms, sand, in r{'gular soundings, The 
first island had sevcutc('n Htthollls, sand and shells, on the west 
side, about two miles uff: Captain Biddulph landed on three of 
the islamJ.s to observe, and found pIcllty of turtle and birds' l~gg.s 
on all of them, 

In Heather'::; chart of the l)er:o;ian Gulf, thert~ are seven island~ 
lyillg s('attered, with some,.shoals amoll~ thein, nearly ill this Iati. 
tuue and longitude; hut their individual positions are rno!'t iu
a('('urate, The wholt' lIumher of sev('u may, and do probably 
exist, huwever: anll besiu(\b this group of Captain lliddulph's, the 
islands of KellJl and Zezarilw, as they arc called, further to the 
eastward, llIity hdp to complete the number. 

The next port above E1 Kateei' of any note 011 this coast, is 
that of Grain(" as it is wlled in our English charts, though known 

• 
among the Arabs by the name of Kooete only. This is a port of 
some importance, seated in a fine bay; and the town is large and 
popu!OU$, though the sandy desert presses close upon its walls, and 
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no vegetation is to be seell around it, within tl1(' ran~e of human 
view. It seems always to have pn>sel'ved its indt'ppndence too, 
even at the time wheh Orllluz, Mu~(.'at , Bahreill, Lah~a. and ('ven 

Kateef and Bussorah, which two last wen' ~arrisont'(l hy Turks, 
were assailed by the Pottugut'se arms,· and tl1('), still Iwal' the re_ 
putation of heillg the frcf'st and the bravt'st people th!'oug-hout 
,tire Gulf, 

.:rhe town and hay of Graine is in lat. !lU" 1;>' north, anti about 
long. 48h 0' east, or nearly ;:;outh-south-wc~t from the bar of the 
Euphrates, at the tli:o:;tauce of about fifty mites. 'I'll(' town it:-oelf 
is chiefly inhahitl'd hy mercantile and traain~ IH.'ople, who engage' 
in all thf' hranches of {'ommcl'('(' carried 011 throllghout the Gulf. 
The port sends out, at least, a hundred sail of v(,ssels, larg," 1l1ld 

small; and the peoplt' who lIavigate them, <IS \\'('11 as thost, fol' 
whom they sail, hav!! the hj~hest (·h;'lra('t~r fiJI' prohity, .~kill, firm
ness, and ('uura~e. The ha) admits of l'-x('l'IIt'nt alldHIi'agl', in 
('onv('niellt depths, froUi \l'u to five tathOJl).''; W<lh'I'; 0111(1 it waK-foT 

some time used as tilt.' station of th(' East India ('olllpany's 
rruisers, to laml ;' 1111 w.iit for dispat('hes transmitting hdw('('n 

India and .Europ<', during tht> temporary f('~ideIH'l' thel'(' of tIlt' 
CompallY'~ A~f'llt, who had quitted Bm,sorah, on Il<'('ount of some 
dilferenec!oo with the Tllrki ..... h ('o\'e1'1lHlent. 

The entrance to the Bay is ('()vl'f(·d 11." it group of thr('(' small 
islands, following cad) other ill SUc(,l'~()n, III a linl' ()f Hearly 
south-south-east from etH'h oth<.'r. To til(' southward of thesc, at 
a distallC'e ~o liS hut just to he pcr('(-'ivt'd from the mast-head of u 
large shij) in thc clearest day, is lIllOther group of' thr('c sjmiJ<lr 

islands, mure widely separated. 
The name of the northernmo!';t of this soutlH'rn 1!:roup is 

Ko~bbeh, probably from havib~ a saint\; tomh with a uome on it, 

• See n detail of the opcrfltioll" ngaill$l Katecf aud Bunorah, III ,\,(, ver\' 'ypar III whirh 

the Portugue~e poet, Camoen~, went out to Ind.ia to cmlC3vour to "t!vanl:c hia fortune hy the 

sword, aftef it hlU..l been so httle promoted hy hili pen.-l'orfllgunr DI't'I11tf'1lll1ti CV"'I"nt vf 
AIio, u before referred to in Kerr'iII Collection, vol. vi. ". 408_410. 
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for that the' nnID{' in Arabic implies. This is thought to bear 
about south-ea~t, froll) tht' ~(luthcJ 11 point of Graine harbour or 
La) , at a distalll'c of rOUTte'en lnilc~. Tht! Hallie of the second 
is Umm-el-Maradam, and thib liclS f:,outh.&onth-t:'ast, distant about 
twenty-one miles from the bame poiut of Graiue harbour. The 
namt> of the third is Gharroo. which l~cs frolD the same place 
about south-east, distant twcllty-five miles,., 

The name of the three islanub that form the' nortlJcrn gz:oup, 

beginning: from the northward, are Moocpan, l"'eli~hc, and Ukhar. 
They lie in a direction of south-M)uth-east from each other at 
intervals of four or five miles apart, and cover the mouth of the 
entrant'e to the bay of Graine, for which tlu'y serve as sailing 
ma)'k~. These an' a.1l sma)) ; and Fclidu:, the lu)'ge5.t, is'not mort' 
than ~evell miles in eireurnicccllec. A~ far as I could learn, the) 
\\(')'(' in general barren, and at pC(,l:o.cnt uninhabitl'd: but ao!. they 
are said. to po~w:-;s fresh water, they might not alway:, havl' been ~O. 

,Notwith~tallding thil) long digre:-.~ion, a word de~erV('~ to b(> 
devoted to tllt'se islands, for the illu-.:, tratioll of Anc'ient Geo
graphy, A1.·rian, in recording t1l(-' de!-.ign \\ hich Ale}.unuer the 
Great entertained of invading Arabia by sea, entl'r& illto a descrip
tion of that part of it which borders on the Persian Gulf, b(·
ginning from the Euphrates, The extent of Arabia, along the 
sea-coa~t, according to the information givclI of it to Alcxauder, 
was, :-.ays ltifi hil)torian, not It.'~~ thall Iudia: aud many islands 
13)' not far off' it, There were al&o &ulldry creek& and other 
placefi tl1<'1'c, fit for til(' reception of a nav), ; and diver~ conv(>nient 
place~ to huilc.l citie&, which in time might become rich and 
populous. Two i~lanus wen- particularly reported to lie in the 
sea, over again~t the muuth of the Euphrate.5o, onc of ","hich was 
not above onc hundred amI twenty. s,tadia di~taJlt from the mouth 
of that river and tilt" ~ea-~hoff·. '-This was the IC!""ier of the two, 
covereu with thi(.'k woods, and hud a temple on it dedicated 
to Diana; the inhabital}ts had their dwellings round the temple. 
The report wa. that harts and goats, and other animals, strayed 
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In the woods there unmolested, hrcause it was dc>rlllcd ~a('ril('

gious 'to take them on any other account thaJl to oHer tlwJlI ill 
sacrifice to the goddl'ss. This isJand, a,"i Aristobuluo; teH:-. 11<', 

Alrxandcr ordprt'd to he caBf'd learm., from one of that II<1HlC' 

in the JEg<'an Sea, near'which Icarus, the son of Dredalu:-., i:-. :-.aid 
to have beC'n drowned. The fable runs, tJwt in disobcdi('IJC'(' to 

• his father's oH.lrrs, he ,J.lttrmpteu to Hy into the upper r('gion~ of 

thC'. air with willg~ cemented together with wax: aUlI tlla.t thc~e 
hein~ 1TIc>lted hy tile heat of the sun, lw 1(.>11 into the s<,a, whidl 
was thenceforward callrd uy his name, ao; well as the NlIIall i ~ lund 

near the &pot 011 which he f~]J. 
'V(, have here the mea&ur('ment of ahout one hundt-cd ilnd 

twenty stadia, or from twelve to fiftcc>n mil(·s, for the dj~t.UlCl' of 
the Icarn !-. of Arrmll from the mouth of the Euphratps. Strahl) 
mcntioll:-' til(' same i..,land, antI mo:-.t dio;;tinctl,v stt'ltes that it 
wouM he on tIlt' ri~ht hand of a vo~ag{'l' who :-.ailcd from til(> 

mouth of til(' Euphl'at<¥i towar<l~ Ara4ia. and conl'le(lucntiy it 
would t)(' twar that coal-it. 11(, ('all.;; tlw temple (Ill it om of 
Apollo, ithLeilel of Diana. ~ bllt ill ol~er particularR he agrPt'S 
with A rrian. 

In oppositi(lll to thos(' two exrcllent authorities, as to distalll'f' 
antI po~itio)), ( '01. K inn1('1', ill hi ~ .(;eographical M('moir of tht..· 
rf'rsian Empire, hu,.., fheu em Kart:'k as the ]carll<, of ArrinJl: 
though that island, in:;.teau of fifteen, is upwaru \) of on£' hUllelrcd 
miles from the mouth of the "Ellphrates; and on ~ailjng from 
these towards the coast of Arahia, mu~t be on the It>ft iJ1~t e:tu 

of ,-the rigllt, and at the dist:m('e of a hU1Idred miles at least, 
so as lIot to be at all scen" '1'h(, name of KaJ'ek Nt'C/TIN in tins 
instance to hi-Ive hecll the only fonn,lation for ... ueh all a~surnp_ 
tiop, prolmbly from '30111(' sppp,?sed re'iemblanc(' to 1('aru1); hut 
although a name given by ~Iexander to an island like thIs (for 
it was evidently not it& native one) would la~t but for a !:Ihol't 

Killmer', M(lIll()Ir, 4to. 
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time among the> people of the- country, as no ~cttlers wc~e placed 
there to perpetuate it, and though the fucts of distance and position 
are less equivucal guides: yet. if a re1:>emblc:rnce in lIame<:: must be 
had, that of Ohhal', or Ukhar, (Pl'ollouuced .us a strong guttural 
in Arabic,) may be suppo!>cu to I'el>cmble the Greek, which Dr. 
Vincent writes lkharus,· quite as closely as that of Karek. 

Th(~ other il';land, continu{'1) Arriall, .l...is ahout onc day and,. 
night's sail from the mouth of the .Euphrates, and i, called Tylus. 
It l'i very large and !o.pi:wious, and Jlot H)ountainous, nor wood~', 
but produ(,e!. plenty of several ~Ol'~ of fruit~ plt't'lsant am: agree
ahle to the taste.t In this Wt' ilil-lta1ltly f("cogllize the preseltt 
Bahrein, which retain~ to thi!. del} all the feature:-. hen> ~t'M'fibt;'tI. 

It sel:'m~ highly prohahle that the pn'M'nt town .Hlll harbour of 
Graine wa:-. the Gerrhce of the ancil'uts. Straho sa)s, that the 
Sal:)R~ans fUflli~h('d Syria with all the p:old which that COUll try IC

cl'ivcd formerly ~ hut that tlH'Y were in after-time/'> :-.upplantcd in 
thi~' trade by the inhab!tant,.!. t!f Gerrhce, near the mouth of the 
Euphrates. t It" pOl'litioll i!\ quite as favourable for sudl a supply 
to Syria, a:-. tht' country of the Sahreall:t could be: hut, from what
ever source til<.' gold t hus trall~portt!d by thC'lll was then pro('ured, 
that tHetal is 110 longer all' article of trade, or even of remittance in 
any quantity, from tlH' same ,,-uarter. 

If an apology wert:' dl'emed ne(~e:-.sary i'or ~o long an intcrrup
tiC?n of the narrativ(' of my voyage. it might he replied, that 
the iuformatl01l here detaih'd, regarding t.he western side of the 
Persian Gulf~ j~ ahl)()~t altogether ne,\-> and must he considered as 
at least a valuable addition to our, hydrographical knowl~ 
of this coal!ot. The t~lct::; have bp{,11 drawn from various sources, 
and these all autlwntil':_the manuscript journals of' officers nGW 

in our ~quadron. kindly furnime' .. r to me for inspection j and 
the verbal information of our Arab pilot, Jsomah, a native of . . 

• C'mlmCI CC and NavlgatlOll uf the Auclents. 

I Hooke's Aman, Bvo. Loudon, IHI4, b, 7. c. 20. vol. II. pr. 166, 167. 
: Strabo, lIb. 16. 
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uahrem! nnd one whose life had been passed in sailing oh 
these sea.. for the last fifty years. They have been thought the 
more worthy of preservation, as they are in general unknown to 
even the present navigators of the' Persian Gulf, who are all 
afraid to approach this- shore, from having no charts or iufor
mation regarding it: though the Arab pilots assert the possihi_ 
'lity of making a passage up through all the islands, and insith.~ 
most OJ them. As, from .the e,.,;ccssive heat of' tht~ low and barren 
deserts, even in the ~IJth of winter, the land and sea-breezes 
prevail on the 'Arabian shore, a v<,sscl might possibly make a 
passage by the aid of these; while the strong north-west windsl 
which l'rpvail for nine months in the year on the opposite roast. 
are exceedin~ly difficult to heat up against. 

At sun-set on the evening of the Q40th, after seeing the Arabian 
coast, we tacked. off' it in thirty-five fathoms; and, going seventeen 
miles to the northward, tackrd on again, ilJ fort)'-tw\) fathoms 
water, on a mode1'ately soft botton~. 

Nm'. Q};th. -At sun-risc wt' had gOlW about six leagues on a 
true ('ust-south-enst course, when we saw the small island of Surdy, 
its centre hearing north half-west, distant three leagues, and our 
soundings in thirty-five fathoms water. 

This island is in about the latitude of 250 50', north, nearly 
nine leagues to the westwal'd of HOlllosa, and eight Iragu(>s to tIle 
southward .of Polior, according to Horshurgh. It is said to he 
about six miles in length, from north-east to south-weo;;t, amI not 
more than four miles broad, FrQJn the north,,:west end, a rtcf of 
rocks is. reported to run out two miles from the shore; but the 
southern part of the island, on wl)ich the town is situated, js said 
to. be clear, and safe to approadl. There are three hills on the 
isl!pld, two of them near ea" ... other; and the third, which is the 
highest, at a considerable distance to the southward of them. Of\" 
the town, at the southern. side of the island, there is said to be 
good anehorage j and it is added, that v/at.er and refreshments may 
he obtained at a cheap rate. 
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All thj, duster of islands, occupying nearly the mid-channel of 
tlw Gulf bet~vcCll the Arahian and l)ersian shores, but mostly 
Hearer to the lutler, induuillg Surdy, Nobfleur, the Great and Lit
tle Tomb, and Polio!', which is the lal'g~st of the whole, would 
bt't.'1J) to he the P}'lora j~]ands of antiquity, as they ('orrespond 
IH'al'ly ill number anti pObitioll, and retain nearly the same name 
ill the I'l'indpal ont', from \\·hich the whole group might have, 
h('cn originuHy called. . 

The Great Tomb is a low islam.l., litlL~ nwre than a It'ague it: 
length from ea:st to west, anu .somewhat less than thut in breadtl 
frolll north to bouth. The northern extrellle i~ the highc~t, ant 
the southcru ~h('lvcs off. to a flat ht'ach, nea.r n hich ~hc watcl 
is bhoaler than elsewhere; 1mt a~ the ~oumlillgs are regular, and 
then~ 'are 110 rocks known aroulHl it, the whole of its shore~ may be 
said to be &afe to apl}J'ou('h by UtC It'ad. Near its,estern end i.'i a 
small bay, converyiclIt 'for IUllllillg; and not lilr from this arc bOlUC 
lrt'o." close to which, it i~ said, fresh water lUay be procured. Tlw 
island is at pl'ebent uninhabited j and I could not lcarn that it 
had ('vel' been othcl'wi&e. though its BaInC ib thou~ht to be Portu. 
guesc in its prt"~ent form, and derived fro11l the appearance of 
~tltllC sepulcllrc~ thcr.e- Sir Harford Jones gives to thi~ islaml, 
and a .~maller one near it,.. called the Little Tomb, the Persian 
names of (jUlubad-e-nousu.n,g and Gumbau-e-Kutchcek, or the 
, great and little. dome,' from the domes whidl u~ualJy crown the 
sepulchre& of Mohp.mmedan hnamus ; hut we could perceive no , 
vestige of buildings at present on either of them; nor could I 
learn from the Persians and Arabs on board, that these had 8Jly 
othe! names than simply 'islands,' in either of these languages; 
or if there wer'~ any, they were not acquainted with them. .It 
j, melltioned as the place of anchQ~dge of tbe fleet of Nearchus, 
after the grounding of the galleys 011 the shoal Qf Oarakhta, and 
i~ kuown by the identity of its situation, at the distance of three 
hundred stadia from that island, though it is there mentioned 
al~o without a name. 
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It is amollg the towns opposit (, to this, on ttw Pt'r~ian ('oast. that 
the Sidodone of Neal'chus i~ to ht, ~ought for, the plact' wlll'rc Iw 
watered his fl eet, aftet their (,Olnhig from thl'ir :mchora~(' at th(, 
island of the Great Tomb. It is as likely to hav(~ heen Slwnaz a:-. 
any of the others ; for at this the.v might procure 1-{ood water, ami 
fish at least, ami this it S Io' ClllS wa~ all th(·) could oht<lin. Thi:., 
too, woul,l ( 'orr~spolld Hlore accurat('ly than eitlwl' of the other:. 
wjtb the (,(}u"~e of the mute, ami the dist<l uc(':-; g iven. The pa~
sage of the jourllal is, ' In til(' morning tilt')' wciglwd again (from 
the f'reat Tomb), and k('cping all b iallll , Hamp d ])ulora. 011 their 
left, thE')' proceeded to a town on tilt' ('tHltilll'llt, calle(\ ~ido{Wne, 

or Sisiuollt': it was a poor pla('e, whi('h ('()uld aft'ord 110 :-.uppl y but 
fi sh and water ; for the illhabitant:-. hert> 'a l ~o WCrt' lkhthllophagi, 
amI had 110 m ('all:-' of support hut what t}wy'"ueriv('(l from their 
fi shery: "" Dr . .vim'ellt had gn'at ditfh-uIty ilt fixing 011 this 
tOWII, from tilt' di !'>cordant t<.:~tilllnni(':-. of' difll'H'nt voyageNj along 
the coast; and it must ' be ('ollfc!'I!'Ied, thoilt il eompa rj ~oll of-t he' 

names and posi tiolls of the authoritit's he has (luotl'ti, wuult! hi' 
alone ~uffici ellt to discourage a man of less pcr:;cvC'ram'(' than the 
lE'arned Dean from the tedious and often lOl :-.atb factory ta"k of 
clllleavourillg to rt'concile and harmonize them. 

This island of Frool", th0l1{!h upwards of two leagues in length, 
and more than one in breadth, is )}O\ inhabited, nor wa& it known 
to any of whom 1 could enquire on hoard, whl'thcr it possc:-.~t'd 

,j. water or vegetatioJ), Its aplwarance Was fit vourable llJ the ('Oil 

jecture that it had both ; but this is always liable to erhJr 

Tnere c~n remain no doubt of this h.,laml being tht> Pulura which 
Nearchus is described to have had 011 his left hand, wht'll sailing 
from the dcst,rt one of the Great Tomb, when' the tJ ('et had all
chpred, to the tows of SidDtUiue, wherc it procured water. It 
seems singular, in this instal\ce, that the ancient Grcek aud modern 
English name should so nearly resemble each other ill thejr varia-

" Vmcent's N f'archu~, 37, \'01. I , p . 5!J. 
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tion from the original native OllP, unless one might suppose Polior 
to have been rather derived from PuMl'a suhst'(]ucnt to the know
ledge of its bring tht" islami so called hy tluf MaccdOJiian admiral; 
hut hoth of them aTC so Hearly allied to F·roor, when analysed and 
('oIll.pared, that they may both have bceh written "down from a 
native mouth, so difficult is it to eatdl with accuracy tht'! sounds 
of a foreign language, and still more difficult to ~xpress them in 
writing. The Greeks have been loudly complained against. for 
their errors in this respect: and it is true that many of their 
names are difficult to be traced to their source, 01' to be recognized 
even as corruptions of orjginallH~tive ones. But the mouerns, at 
least those not skilled in the languages of the countritW of which 
they writl:', corn.mit errors of ('qua] magui1 ude. The German, the 
French, aud the Italian ~H·tllOgraphy and proJlunciation of Ori
enta] namct-., have often no re~emb]allce to ('adl otI'ler; and while 
our own countrymen, even in Imlia, (who, navigating, like Near
ChU8, a shore previously Hnd~scrihcd iu books, call the Joassamee 
Pirates the tribe of 'Joe llassim,' and the Wahabee s{>('t of Mo
hammedans, the' War Bl:'cs;) have aimed to expl'l:'.\oos in a foreign 
name, some known idea in their own tongue, onc can hardly 
wonder at the Tylos and Arathus, the ancie_nt names of Bahrein, 
being converted inio Tyrus alld Anidu!->, qnd derived from those 
islands of the Tyrians on the coast of Phrenicia,- or at Sidodone 
being made a colony of the Sidonians,t particularly among a 
people who, from m('re resemblance of sounds, connected· Media 
with the Medea, and Persia with the Perseus, of their prolific 

mythology·t 
At 1100n, we were in lat. 25~ 23' north, and long. 54° 38 east, 

the low land of the Arabian coast· being then in sight, hearing 
from east to east-north-east, distant ,about fifteen miles, and our 
soundings in fourteen fathoms water, flU a sandy bottom. 

We had light, variable winds throughout the afternoon, -with 
which we steered easterly; and had at sun-set a portion of the ., 

• Strabo. p. 7()6. i Gronoviul and Orteliul • I Vincent'. Q.i .. vol. I. p;35S. 
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low coast of Arabia, appearing like an islaml, h(·<tJ'ill;! t-;outh by 
east, about threC' leagues off"; and its other C'xt rl'U1l' hearing north
east by east; .somewhat more dif'tant; Olll' suunding's ill thirtpen 
fathoms. 

When the uay had. well dosed, we h.ul a lalld-wind off' the 
eoast, blo'\'illg ncarly from t lu·· southward. 'Vith thi~ W(~ stood 
.along-shore, to the ('a~twal'd, shoaling our water l!radualJy to seven 
fat1!olll s at miu"night, wheu wt' eautioll~]'y halll('(1 off a little to 
deepen our !Soundings. 

The whole of our sC'fI-yoyage fl'Olll BushiJ't' dow II the Gulf .. 
having affurded no "it"w ~ufficielltly illtel'l'''tin~ for a vignl'tlf' to 
the prc .... ·t'llt chapter, ] hav(~ profited hy t1H! kindlle:-;s of lily l'xccllt.'nt 
friend, .Mr, James Baillic Frazer, whost' works spt·nk ;mfHcit·ntly 
of his inteHigt'lIt,c and talellts, to prt'sent the reade'r with a view of 
the HlIin~ of' OrJlluz, from one of the unpuhli ."hf'd !'.ketchps ('on
taiIwd in his portfolio, I had hoped, illu(,(-,(1. that in lhe t'our~~ 
of uur "' oyil~e ,vt" lIIil!:ht oq.ave llild o(,1.ftt~iu!. to \ isit tI.i!'. spot, reu
dered iutert'~tin~ hy its hi!'.tol'Y and a!'.socintion1:i, anti illllllortaliu·d 
hy the verse of "\lilton:-

, HIg-h 011 a thrrom' o f m.\dJ ~tate, whwh f'll 

OutshullC Ill l' wealtl , uflll\)II ' Z 01 uf IlId, 
t.h II'h .... ,(' 1111' j!ol'gcou!< E'I~ I . Wit!. UChc!1 l, fUlIl, 

Sho\\crs nil iWI kml>~ 1,:tfUdrIC i'l· ... rI ... 1111 i:>0IJ:· 

But not havillg had this pleasure, I contellt my!-.clf with ~uh.ioin
ing a short notice of its rist' ana fall, from the lIistory of Persia, 
as one of tht' most remarkable places in the GuH'; and wilhnut 
some mention of which, no accoullt of thc~e parts (Oould be con-
sidered complt·te. . 

o 'Of the numerous settlements which Albuquerque had inade 
on the coast of Persia, OrJJ1'l1i; was the first. This i!-llaml lies at • 
the entrance of' the Gulf, and is only a few leaguet:! distant from 
Gombroon. It has neither ·vegetation nor fresh water. Its cir-

Milt. Puro Wit, b. ii. 
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cumferencc 1)0\ not twenty miles. Both its hills and plams are 
formed of salt j and that mineral is not only impregnated in its 
streams, hut crusts over them like frozeI'. snow. The nature 
of the soil, or rather the surfac{' of the earth, renders the heat 
of summer more intolerant at Orrum;, - than in auy of those 
parched islands. or provinc{'s, with w~i<:h it is loiurroundeu; and 
unless we consider the advantages which it derives from its. 
excellent harbour and local Flituation, it appears to be on~ of 
the last spots on the globe which hmnpn beings would desire 
to inhabit. The first settlers on this i~land werc some Arab~, . 
who were compelled hy the Tartar invadeJ::£ of Persia to leave 
the continent. These gave it the flame of HOl'llluz,)or Ormus; 
being that of the district which they ... had heen ohliged to ahan
don. One old fi sherman, who:-.c name was Gt'roouj i& said · to 
hay€' hpell its :-Iole inhahitallt when ihi:-. celony arrived. They 
remained ma~ter5 of Ormm; tiB conquered hy Alb'4{\lerque ; ·and 
it bad hpt'll ill the possession of the Portuguese fQ( more than 
a century. It had be('~Jl1(>, durillg that p(~riod, the. emporium 
of all the cummerce of the Gulf: mer('hants frou{ every quarter 
of thl~ glohe had flocked to a l'ity· when' their property and 
pt'rsons w('re St'CIHt' against injustice ami 0p)Jre~'iion, and from 
whenee tlle,Y (·ouid carryon a profitabh~ ('onnner('C with Persia, 
Arahia, and 'furkpy,. without heing eX)losecl j.o tIlt' dangers 
attendant 011 a ft':-.idcnc(' III th(?~e harharous and unsettled 
countri('!-o. 

'Ahha"i :-.ilW with envy the prospe~jty of Ormus: he could 
not understand the source from which that was derived, and 
lookt·d to its (,OJlCI'Jt'st as an event that would add to both th(' 
glory and the wealth of his kingdom. E!Ilaum Kooli Khan, 
Governor of FarR, received orders. ~ undertake this great t'n~ 

terprise; but the king was well aware that it would be impos-
• 

• 11;1~ ("Ity \I'a!) lit nile tmu- VMy large; little is now left, except the ruin~ of th t mimero ul> 

r~senoirs, wlllch had he("11 con.structed to preaerve the ram that lell in the pt'riodl("sl llea~on 

j' lr till' u .. e of the Inhabitant.. 
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sible to succeed without the> aid of a naval equipmellt . Ttlt' 
English were ready auxiliaries. An agreement, which exempt('d 
them from paying ctfstoms on till'" merchandize they imported 
at Gomhrooll, and gave them a share of tIl(' duties taken from 
others, addt>{t to houndiess promises of future fhvour. were the 
hribes h); which the agents of the East India Company wcn .> 

induced to uccpmt' the instruments of dest.roying this nohl t> 
settlement. A fl eet was soon coUl'ctcd! Perl-lian troops were 
embarked, and the attack made. The Portuguese defendt·u 
t-hemsclves bravely ; hut, worn down by hunger and fatigue. 
and altogether hopeless of succour, they were compellt.~d to sur
render. The city wa.~ given over to the Persians. by whom it 
was soon stript of aJl that, was valuable, and left to .lI natural 
decay. Abbas wa~ o\' t'~joy.cd at the conquest; but all the mag
nificent plans which he hacl formed from having a great sea'.port 
in his dominions, terminated in his giving his own lIame Lo 

Gomhrool1, which he cOllunandcu. to .be i.n future called. lluader 
Abbas, or tlJe Port of A hba.· 

, The hopC"s whidt "the servants of tht> East 1ndia Company 
had chcri:;;}ted from the expulsion of the Portuguese from Ormus, 
l nd their other possessions, were completely disappointed. The 
treaty which Abhas e lllCTl?d in to to obtain their aid, by whid\ 

,it was stipulate{l that aU plunder ~hou\d br. equally divided, that 
each should appoint a governor, and that tllc fu'turc customs both 

• If the Engh~h ever imlulg('d II hope of tl l' Ii , jnl; pcrmall.' lll [x, lIelit ftom ti ,,,; ~ ll a n' tllc) 
took ill thi~ tra ll ~ aeti()o, they were completely disal 'pointcd. Th py had"it ia t ruc, re,'chh"?d 
themselves Itroll UII enemy thpy hated, delltwyt·J a flourishing 8eUlcment, and brought ruiu 
Dnd misery ilpml thousands, to gratify the aVjlr ice am/. ambition of a I l e~pot, who promiat.-d to 
corich thcm by , ftwour, which they . hould haye knowlI Ilia'! 1I0 t likely to IJrntect them, even 
during his life, fro" , the violence and injustice of his own offi cers, much [1'88 duriug that of 
b .. 8UCC~IIOr& , Thc hisVlry f)f the I::.~!v. factory at Gombroon, from this dart' till it was • finall y abtlOdoned, is one series of dillgrace, of IOIM!II , and of dang.'Ts. a~ that of every ~uch 
t'''tabtishincnt in II. country like P (> uin rJ\lIst be. Hud that nation eitllcr taken Orm ug fot 
itself, or made fI seuieme.lt On a more eligible i,Iand ill the Gulf. it would have carned on it.! 
commerce with that quartcr to much greater advantag·, i and iu political mBuence, both in 

Perain aud Arabia, would have tCloaineti unriuJled. 

3 I' 
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of Ormus and Gomhroon should be equally l-Ihar(l'd, was disre
garded from the mOll1t'nt the conq uest waR completed. The 
sanguine anticipations of one of their ('hief agents, who wrote 
to England" that their deal' infant" (this k 'rm was applieu to 
the commercial factory at Gombroon) "would re<."eivc new life 
if the king hut k(~pt his word."· soon vanished: and W(~ find the 
same person, after the fall of Ormus, stating, (that no bent·fit 
whatever ('an be expected from tbat possession, unless it he held 
exclusively hy the Englh;h. Rut ever)' e~pedatjon of advantage 
that had been indulged, was soon dispelled by the -positive re.
fusal of Abhas to allow the English either to fortify Ormu8, or 
any other harhour in the Gulf.'t 

• teller from MI . Edw,u''] ,'"h>!WUK to LlltlC"IllPIlTlY, dolIC'\ hf,lhall, I Il:! I. 
t H islory of P(,rlIia, \'01. i. I ' . .;;~;, - 5 ~8. 
To till' ma ... he ndded Ihl' lollflwin!l' Qtr iking" descripl iOIl of t\IiK c<'lt'hrate<i mart, hy \\ v('ry 

('urly " 'riter, who, in til!' antiquated but for("ihlc Illn~l"'bc of \'is till'c ~ . tlHI~ pOllrtrny" the fall of 
tillS now si lent und de~olatc heap of rum,,:-

• Ormus is an isl!' withlll lilc Gt.'lf; IIi old tlmcII known hy the name Gerll, ;Inti hcfore that, 
Ogiris (but I d:ue not sa ~' from a famou'! TIHX'han of that narn('); fb cirCUIt j" fi{lc('n mile!: 
and procreates nothing note-worthy, salt (')Cf"I'plpd, of ",ll1ch the rQ('ks all' p<lrllcipanl, and 
tll(' '1i h'er-shillillJ; ~<ll ld t'xprc~scth sull ,llur. 

, At the cnd of the isle nppear yet the ruills of that hlte ,£Ioriou~ ('ity, IJlull hy til{' POItu
g"ls, but under j'om mllml of it titular Kin~, a Moor. It WAS OIl(,C (UI big .18 Excter, Ihe 
ullildmgs fair aud IIpaciolls, with FOIllC monar;ter;es, and n large balaar, or nmrket. 

• Of mo~t note nnd ex('clleul'c ill the eustle, wdl· ~cnted, ('ntrenrhcu, and fortified. In a 
word, lhia poor 1'1'1('1', now not wOlth tI,e owning, was but tell years ago the only stately l'lty 

in tilt' Orient, if we may Lell!'vC Ihis uniycrsal provNb-

, S i tcrnmllll Orhis, qna1lua patet, Annulus .::uct, 
111111" Ormllsium gemma, decusqur foret. 

, I r all thp. world w('re but a ring, 
Onnu!! tlte dial'(lond IIhould Imug. 

• TillS 1100r city was dcfrauut'd of her hopes, cOlltinuing glory, such time as Enlangoly. 
Chawn, Dllk,(' of ~hyral or Pencpolil, took it with an army of fifteen thouland men, by com
mand of tIle King .If Persia, .... ho (ouud him5l'1~ btardcd by the Portogal!. Howbeit, they 

• Ilad never triumphed over them, had not 80mI' Englilh merchant Ihips (then too mueh abused 
by the brngglllg Lusitanian, and 10 exasperated) hfdpcd them, by wholC valour anti cannoli 

the city was ~ackcd and depopulated. The captains (scrving the East India wcrcliliulf) were 

Captaiu Weddall , Blyth, and Woudcockc. 
, Their articles with the Persian Duke were, to have the livCl of the poor Chd.tinn, a 
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their disposal, ,onle cannons; alld half the ~poll; aud lIf'cordi ll v.!y wll!'n th(' ('ity W;I!I l'III{'n:d, 

b.ftcr a bnl.lle ulld tetlinu~ resisllllu'c, fOll'ed to yield by I'laguLs, flux es, aUlI famirlf'. c\'cry 

110111\1' of Iluulit y. UI.I::;.I/,ill{" anl~ lU()na~t"ry. w('rt' rteuled Ill'. will, 1\11' lIil:'lI('h of the ])uk{' art'! 

mrrf'hant M. By wl,il'l, 1:'0011 onkr, Ihf' Compally had no Ilou1>t !)Cl'lI !'nrich ... d with two mil

liol18 of pound~ (though but their ~h;\rc), had it not heen preventNI U)' n rasl'al I':li[or ', l'OVC

tousne~s , who, tllO. gh he knew tlw (Ianger of 11is life aud loss of thl' Cllri~tl[lns' ("fedil, yf'l 

stole lit it mo.a~lcry ~e<lll·d II lth j'olh I·oll,ell t .. , l'()lIlmit~ s.I(') ikgl ' UP(Hl IIIP "tI' I'r l alllp.~, ("ha. 
li('E's, crurifi!(('~, aurl oll'(>r rirh nrnllmen\s. aud ~tulfed su full, thnt ;n dl'S<'(>lIdlll~, hi~ th{.fl 

'cril',i Oil! ~,;:~in!lt hin~ wa~ take" by the PI'f'I)rans, led to th(' I) " ke, ronfessed, I1nd wa~ 
druhlJt'llnglll Imnlisoll'cly. UIU the gorelltel't, mil<l'hief cul)te hereby I/llto tlu: Ellgllsh, fOT tire 

perfidlolls Pagan!l. though d1\'y \..""W the merchants IVNe not guilt y of his tran~~rcs~iOIl, \HIli 

f'on~l'IIUl"lI'!Y Imd 11 01 hroke Ilr ll ""rler, - notwilh~tanlhnl-:. th(' solJiNs wcnt to ' hl" Uukt', ~'w
\'h I:!', SimI! WI' sit itlle. whil~' tire Englidl, by st"a!!I, ami :il'Creey , c!(haust all ollr h0l'e~ ;11' 
benefit and rit'iles? Whereat the Duke, glad of such adv;HI'''b'C, rel-'I ied, If 30, tht,,, go and 

ha\'c yourdc .. ire9. Whcr{'uIJO II they broke opcn the house~ ami storc of what WIiS valuahle, 

a;ltl made themselves mastE'rM of all they fr..und; whil:it till> confident lIai't'r~ lay hr!ll;giug r..r 
their victories a_~hipboanl. Ami whon ,h('y werE' po~~l's~ed of what was dont', they C!(

claimed liS r!len po~ses \o('d, hul the Persillns understood them not, nor {'"rt'r! they what then 

meaning ."..1>1, lI~iug' they vCl'lhcu the adage. Give lusers leave to prate. 

, Yd th!'y founll cnough to throwaway, by that ~m:t.[I, sufficiently shnwinl their luxurious 

mind~ and prod i~Iity, if thl'y Ilad ~ottCIL (!lon': dicing, wilorlDg. brawling, aud til-'pling. 

being nil the relics of thl'ir huslmvdry and thankfulll~~s, • • 
• Only Ca(ltllin Woodt-ocke had good luck lind bau: lighting upon a frigate tbat stole 

away, lIuwiuing to tlw ellemy, loadtlu with pearls aud trea.;ure,tirolt he toOk for lu il.l', an-l keVt 
(III to hill1!.Clf, p"rhll]>s wortlr a million of rial~, or be tter. But s('(' ill fortnne . Tilt': Whale (of 

IVhicil lie w:r~ captain). rich 1:1I.1f' U wirl, hi~ lIla~l£rs' and Ilis OWIl good!!, hard by SWlIlIy Road 

without the H.IT, ;;ullk , and was SlII'uUOWl.-d by thc sands, occasioned by a Irole, neglected by 

theca)pcuter. UlJJ failing' to ... arine or mClld her, tire ports wcre opcu lInti t~k in walt:r, 

whidl, 10 prove tlrat ellen wlm"~s lire slIloj,,,·t to de~tru{'tion. perished in that merc i les~ de_ 

mcnt; Woodl.'od:(', not lou; after, ovcrwllClming hi" life with ton much Cl1re, too unable to 

moderate so great misfortunes . 
• 'fhis poor f'ity is IlOw disrobt:d of all her hravery; the Pel'Jans each mouth convllY hllr 

libll of wood and stOlle, to agguUldi:te GombroolLl', not threc ll'agues distant, ..:;~,t of whose 

ruill8 she bcgin~ to triumph, 
.' Ormu8 hlanll has no fTPsh water, save what the fruitful clouus weep over h('r, iu &ortO'" 

of her de~ointion, late so populous; those arc preserved in urns or earthen Jars, aud arc most 

eomfottaule to (lrink in, and to give bcddi\1g a cool aud refrigerating sleeping-place; to !enify 

&torching Phatiton, 'Vho i~ fhere potent ill his flames and 'iUlphur:· 

Herbert" Tno\'d! ill Penia, p. 4.ti, 4.1 • 
• 

3pi/ 



CHAPTER XXV. 

VISI'f TO RAS-EL-KHYMA-NEGOTIATION WtTn TIlE PIR.ATES

B MDAltDMENT OF THE TOWN. 

OV. ~6.-THE morning opened clearly, and we had a mode
rate hre ze off the land, from the south-w st, with smooth water. 
In the cour e of th night, we had pas ed the port of Sharjee, on 
the Arabian coa t, which is not an island, as laid down in 

iebl1hr's chart, the only one in which it) inserted; hut a small 
town, on a sandy beach, containing from five to six hundred, ~n
habitants. It is ituated in lat. ~5Q 34' north, and lies eleven 
leagues south-we t of a small isla~d, close to the shore, caned 
Jeziret-el-Hamra; and three leagues ·south-west of Sharjee is. Aboo 
Hayle. Both of these ' send boats to the pearl-fishery of B ein, 
during the summer months; and for their subsistence during the 

.: 
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lNHABlTANTS OF THE INTERIOR. 477 • • winter, they have abundanc of fish, with date , and the produce 
of their flocks, in milk, &c. though corn L rarely een among 
them; and rice, their- only sub titute for it, i. bTought by them 
from Mu cat and Bahreirr, to which ports it find it way from 
India and the Persian ooasts. 

Next"in order to harjee is a mall town, called Fi ht, which 
is It:ss than two hours' ail to the north-ea t of it, and whose popu
lation is scanty"and poor. 

Eiman is another mall town, nea.v the shore, a few hours' sail 
• 

J-o the north-eastward of tl).i ', and, like Sharj e, containing a 
population of four to five hundred souls. The e, however, do not 
~end boats to the pearl-banks of Bahrein, but live chiefly by fish
ing on their own . coast, and the produce of their date-tr sand 
flocks on shore, being as destitute a th others of corn, rice, or 
other ·grain. 

In the interior of the country, whi h i here a flat ~andy plain, 
extending for e eralleagues inwartj, to the foot of a low ri\nge 
of broken hills, ar Arab families, of the tribe ' of B ni hittib and 
Naaim, both of which are numerous, and. live in hair-tent, and ride 
on camels, which form their principal prop rty, a th y have no 
hol' es, and but few goat. Beyond thi , in the interior, pa t the 
line of mountains to the we tward, are Arab of th tribe of Beni 
Aass, who are still more num rous than both the former combined, 
and who e state of existence is still more rudp-. These are described 
as living even without tents, lying on the bare earth~ and having 
no 'other property but camels, of whose hair they make tIJ.cir gar
ments, and on who e milk they' entirely sub i t. Their sandy 
waste do not furnish them even with date, and rice and corn are 
almost unknown to them. The flesh of the camels that die is 
sotbetime, eat~n by them; b']t this is eldom, so that the various 
p~eparations of milk, in the torm of cheese, butter, lebben, &c. may 
be said to constitute their common food. It i added, that through
ou th.eir territories there is but barely water enough for their 
cam Is. who drink no oftener than once in two or three days, and 
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subsist 011 the scanty ~upply of bitter and thorny lJJi:l.u\"~ .I!ICdt.wn:u. 

over the~e uebert rt'gions; and that this water i~ of so bra('kish 
and rt'puh.ive It taste, as to be drinkable only in moments of ex
treme thirl'lt. All the~e people are Mohammedan." of the Wahabee 

.sect, enthusiastically devoted to their religion. and ·ready. on all 
occasions, to array themt:!elves in battle against its enemies. 

}"rom Eiman, north-eabtward, in the line of the COO!,t, and dis-
• tant ahout two hours' sail, or about ten miles, is Oom-t:'l-GhieW8u, 

whi~we just discovered at sun-rise., and stpod in for it on all east
nortli:.ea..'\t course. J II running towards Oom-el-Ghiewan, we hao. 
a clear soft bottom, pnd regular !'oundings, shoaling from twelve 
fathom!' at seven miles otI: to seven fathoms within three miles of 
the shore. The coa!;t itself presented a line of white sandy beach, 
with date-groves on the plain; and at the distance of twenty to 
forty miles within thi~ rose a ridge of lofty and broken hills,.run
ning almost north and south in the direction IJf the shore . 

.(\. large /leet of boats, to tpe number of nft.roothan twenty sail, 
were seen standing after ' us astern, probably bound either to Ras
el-Khyma, or some other port along-shore; but as we carried all 
sail, we soon lost sight of them. Other smaller rowing-boats pulled 
off frolll diO'erent parts of the coast, as if to tpeak with us; but 
these also, for the same reasons, were unable to come within hail. 

At nine P.».. we had approached within three miles of the shore, 
and were then nearly abreast of Oom-el-Ghiewan, ha%ing it to bear 
south-east on o~r starboard how, as we now steered north-east 
dong the line of coast itself. The appearance of this place was 
that of a square enclosure, forming a waUed village, as the dwell. 
ings within it were visible; a number of circular towers at unequal 
distances along the beach, and fragments of a former connecting 
wall; with detached houses and scat~red huts, mingle<\, with clus
ters of date-trees, On one of the round towers a flag-staff wils 
seen, on which the Arab colours were 'displayed for a short whjle, 
and then hauled down again. We noticed also three large bAts 
at anchor in a creek or back-water to the north.-eaat, their masts 
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appearing over a low tongue of sand, and s(>veral othel' hoats dis
mantled and hauled up 011 the beach. Tht' appearan(,e of four 
English vessels had aJ\parently {'reated some surpri"ic, if 1I0t a.larm, 
as most of the population were collected in a t'rOlHl on the beach 
as we passed: 

We now hauled north-east along the eoa~t, with a Jig-ht breeze 
-right aft, and hq.d regular soundings of six and ,seVt'll fiLthom~ 011 a 
sandy bottom, at the distance of three milcl-. froll1 the ~hor(·. 

At noon, we had sailed abolit ten miles along a 1'hlt !tilody'toast, 
:vith but few trceb on it; and w'cre then Ju!\l al)l'('a~t of an isolated 
dwelling of some size, prohahly on('e a fbrtrtled post, ~eatctl amid a 
thin grove of date-trees, alld called Beit Salin-d-Kh:l1nees, allu
ding, perhaps, to some ~tory connected with tlw place. \\t (. Wt'Te 

now in latitude 2,'')'' '~8' north, hy obbervation, and longitude 
550 2~' ea:-.t, hy aceounl; with the house des('rihed, hearing ~outh
east, distant about tollree miles, in seven fathoms water, anu the 

• 
town of ,Jeziret-c1-Hamra; jUt't ri '!iin~ ill ~ight, bearing l'a,o,t-llorth-
east, dibtant seven or eight mile'>. 

We ~tood on north-cast, along tht> line of tlle coast, ami having 
a fine leading hreeze, were ahrea,o,t of J('ziret-c). Halllra abollt 
three o'clock, OHr soundings continuing at ~jx and ~cven filthoms 
throughout. This town is sf'ated on a ~lIIal1 low i!'>l<tnd of'sand, 
separated from the main by a strait, which b at all t.lme~ fordable, 
and never admits a passage for the smallest bunts. 

At the period of the first expt"dition ngainst the ~trollg-hold~ 
of thft Joassamees, in ] ROS, this was destroyed ; and s;nf'c 
that period it has never recovered itself, the few who saved them
selves by flight having added to the population of Ras-el-Khyma 
fQr mutual strf>ngth and security. At prc~cJlt, however, this place 
sti.ll present~ thc appcaran('e;>t' many perfect buildings, with round 
towers and walls, all ~eemin?ly of white stulle, though ouly a few 
fishermen resort here in the fair seaoon. 

"The ~nd now slackened, and it was not until four 1'.M., after 
sailing about two miles on a north-east course, with the same 
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soundings, that w(' pcrcc-ived the tOW1I of Ras-el-Khyma, TIsmg 
from the water-line at the foot of the lofty mountains in the east. 
north-e3st. 'Ve hauled immt'diatcly towar<fs it, ~oing littlp mOTe 
than two mi1(>~ an hour, and shoaling our water gradually from 
eight to 1:'ix fathoms. 

At sun-set, having gone about eight miles on a north-east hy 
east cour::.c, Wl~ anchored in th€' last named dCp'th, on a sandy, 
bottom, with the following bearing:.;: northern extreme of ~thf' 
town, south-east quarter south, three all~l a-half miles; town of 
Ramms, north-east by east, three-quarters east, eight miles; Jez;...· 
ret-el-Hamra, south-we~t quarter west, ten miles; Rash Shahm, 
north-east half north, twenty-five milt" ... ; Ras Khassah, north-eas.t 
three-quarters north, thirty-1ive miles; high Jalld of Gombroon, 
north hy east, three-quarter~ cast, eighty mi1es; islands of the Great 
and Littl,- 'tombs, nortb by west half-west, thirty-five miles. 

As the arrival of the squadron had excited a considerable de
gree of alarm ill the minds of the natives, since th(>y had been pre~ 
pared to exp(>('t hostile measures, the whole of the night appeared 
to have bet'n' pas~t'd hy them ill preparation for defence, and we 
witnessed a continual discharge of musketry in different quarters 
of tht' town, and even of ('an110n, from the towers and forts, 

Nov. 27th._At day-light in the morning, a. boat was sent 
from the Challenger, un~er th ~ charge of Mr. Wimble, se('ond lieu
tenant, to take on shore Mr. Taylor and the Arab Mo~ah, as 
bearers of' a letter from Mr. nruct:'. Tht' purport of' this letter was 
briefly this: It ~tated the firm cOlivil-tioJl of thf' British Govern
ment, that the capture of the vpssels in thl"' Red Sea, under their 
Ha~, WitS committl'd with a knowledge of their being English pro
perty; and waived all further discussion on that point. It insisted 
on the immediate reetoration of the plundered property,amounting 
to about twelve lacks of rupees. It demanded also, that the com
mander of thtt piratical squadron, Anieer Ibrahim, should be .deli
vered up for punishment, and that two of the sons of their chiefs 
should he placed in .the hands of the Bombay Government as hos
tages for their future conduct. A refusal to comply with all, or 
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any of tht'se requisitionR, it wa ... added, would he c0l1sid(,rt.'11 as a 
defiance of till' British po\V('r; and therefort; noon ""as fixed tl,r 
the return of a defillitive answer, tJy which the future lIluvellwnts 
of the squadroll would Ilf' regulated. 

On the r~turll of the be~rers of this letter to tIll' !o,llip, tIl('), r{'
ported th~t tht:'y had landed un the beach, and maul.' tlll'ir way to 

,the gatt' of tile. tOWJI, which was guarded by PCI'.'iOIl .... within, who 
opened it only a few inches to receive the letter brought; that thc 
gate was thell clos{'d ill their faces; !o,o that they wefl' obligl'U 

· ~o return to the hont, without tun inl-!: beell pt·rmittcd to ent('J' 
any part of the town, or to go in auy other thull a straight {jill.' 

~ the heach. 
As Cap\ain Bridges did not fe~l perfectly assured of the letter 

having reached its de .... tination, and suspe('t(~d that il.~ not havillg 
been (leliv('red into the hands of the Chicfhiuu.,elf m:ght be after
wards urged as an l.·VUlSiOIl of the )'('qui!o,itions it l:OIlUlinc.·tl, he 
was desirous of as(,Ntuining the fut,t )I){!f(' clt'arly, a~ well (t~ of 
reconnoitring mor(' dosely in p("'r!o<oll tIl(' place of hilidillg, the 
soundings, fortiti('atiolls, &e. Thi~ wi:-.h was t'xprclSsNi to lIlt' hy 
Captain Rritlgt's himself, and Illy opinion of its pJ'a('tkahility n:-.ked, 
whic:h was followt'd up by a r('qllest that I would accompallY him 
to assist in that duty, alld :;t'rvc him at the same tilll(' as illkrpl'l. .. -
ter, to which] readily assented. 

We- quitted the ·ship together about uillt: (l'duck, and pullt'd 
straight to the shore, sounding all the way as W(' went, '!Ild gradu
any ~hoaHng our water from six fathoms, the depth in whidJ Wt! 

rode, to . two and a-half within it quarter of a mile of the beach, 
where four large dows lay at anchor, ranged ill a line, with their 
heads to seaward, each of them mounting several pieces of call
n0!1, and being full of men. ~e were hailed in passing thl:'se, gave 
the necessary reply, and pass,ed on. 
... On landing on the beach, we found its whole length guarded 
by a line qf armed men, some bearin6 muskets, but. the greater 
number armed with swords, shields, and spears; most of them were 
negroes, whom the Joassamees spare in their wars, lookiug on them 

3" 
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rather as property and articles of m(~r('hall(lizc, tliall in the light of 
infidels or t'Jlemi(>s. It at fir~t al'P(>ared to us tlmt this line 'would 
oppose our pro~r(>~s, ~ill('e tll(4)' werp t'viul'lItiy placed thl'I'(' to cut 
off nny appn}(l(.'h to the tOWII: but, ou beckoning- to tlwst.· immedi
ately opposite to our plcwt' of la1Hlin/,a p(lrt~· of thelll came ncar. 
To these I comnHlIlit'att'd, in Arabic! OUI' wish of lwing ('omhu,teu 
to the presence of' lla .. 'iM n ben Hahma. the Chief himsdt: as Wt' 

hau. SOllH:' C01l1l11UlIicutiollS to make to him pt.~rso))an)'. Thi~ .was 
instantly eomplil'u with, and we pro('(·(·dl,u,under th(-'ir escor~ my
self l>t.'rfl:'ctly unarnwu, amI ('aptain .. nrid~l's wparing only a ~word. 
A5 Wt' were It'd through narrow pa!-'sagt's, between lines of gras~ 
huts and .... man huildiug!o;, gr£'<lt ]l(liJl.~ were tak(>Jl to pn'\pnt OU~ 

seeing any thing to thl' right 0' th(· left , 01' maJ..illg allY.ohse)'vation 
on dIe piau of the tuwn: while men, women, and children, who 
had all collected to see lIS Jln".~, wcre clriyen bef(.H'e us by the 
speal'1lH'll, amI made to Hy in ('very direction. . . 

\Vhell W(' reached til(> ~at'::> (If thE' prindpal huildillg', \,\rhich W,eliS 

nearly ill tlt(· ('(,Iltl'f' of the town, we were met hy the Pirate Chief: 
attendeu hy a l't'liuUt., of abuut fifty armed men. I offered 
him the MollHll11Hcuan salutation of peace, which he rt.'turnt.'d to 
me without )It':-itation, believ ing me to be, as repreiScnt('d, a mer
('hant of Eg-ypt, on tIly way to India, who had ~iven my ~erv icE's to 
the ElIglish (·aptain. as an interpreter, because 1 unu('rstoou his 
tongue a!>. well as my own, and wi:-hed that no hlood might be 
spilt through ignorant'c or mi~c-olJ('epti()1l of pach other's meaning. 
After a f(·w ('olnpliOlelitary e:x pre~si()ns 011 citll('r ~j<.1e, he hade us 
be seatc,l. As We wt're in the public street, there were neither 
carpets, Illats, nor cushions, hut we all ~t on the grounc.l . . J then 
observed to him, at the request of Capt..1.in Bridges, that as t~ 
messengers by whom the Idter was, ~Ilt to him in the morning, 
had not ft.lUlId acc-e:-.s to his pr(-'sence, we had ('orne to ascertain 
from his own mouth, whether the letter had reached his hands, 
whether he perfectly understood its contents, and whether an an
swer would be giveu to it within the time specified, or at noon of 
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the present day. lIe replied ill the affirmative to all these, offered 
us rClieated alSlSurances of our beillg in pcrf(.·ct safety, and l'xpress
cd a hope that the anair woulJ he tunicahl)" iH'commodated. Vi'e 
repeated. our assurances ahio, that 110 breach of fnith wo1i1d hc 
made on our.part...,; :tu.t <lf~ somc few CJl()uidcs ami replies f'X

changed "between us, Wt., rose to depart, ami were escorted by 
,armed men, who cleared a path for us to the !loat in the sallle 
wax as we had comc fro111 it. 

The Chit,t: Hassan ben Rahma, whom W{~ had scen, Wi.lS a small 
• 

·-.;pan, apparently ahout forty years of age, with an expreslSiolJ or 
cunning: in his looks, and something particularly barcasli(' in Iii!>. 
llmile. One of his eyes had ueen wounded, but his otIH.'r fcaturt!s 
were good, awl his teeth heautifulb-' white and regular, hi ~ <:Oln

plexion very dark, a1l(1 his heard HC<1l1t )", amI ehieflyeoufined to 
the chin. He was dressed in the usual Arah garments, with a 
cashmcer shawl turban, anti a searlc,t hen i ~h, of Uk Per::.ian form, 
to distinguish him frulIl hi's followt'l":l- Tlwse were lli.thitcd ill the 
plaine!.t ~aI"llH'nts, with lung shirts aud keHeas, 01' hJllJtlkerchiefs, 
throwJI loosely ( . , 'C), the ht'ud; and most of them, as w<.>11 (t , .... their 
Icade-r, wore large swords of the old N urman form, wi I h IOJl~ 

straight bind.· .... of great hrea.dth, and large ("I"ONS hamill's, perJl'ctly 
plaill ; short slwars WCI'€: :11 .... 0 borne hy ~ome, with ci n 'lIlar shield .... 
of tough hide, ornamenteu with kllub .... of nwtal amI ~iltling. 

The tOWJI of Ra.s-el -Khyma 11' situatl:'u in lat. Q!J" 47' north, 
and lon~. !)/S:' 34' east, hy the joiut observations of' the syuauroll 
on the first expedition here, and confirmed 11)" our 0\\'11 at pfC~CIJt. 

It. stands on a narrow tongue of' sandy land. pointing to the 1I0rth
eastward, presenting its north-west edge to the opt.~n ~ca, and. its 
squth-east one to a creel\, ~vhi('h rUIlS up within it to the south
westward, and affi")fds a &afc.llarbour for boats. 1'11(' town i ~qno

bably half a mile in length: from north-ca.<.;t to south-west, and a 
quarter of a mile in breadth, from ,the bE-adl of the :-;ea to the 
beach of the creek. There appeared to be 110 t.~olltinu('d wall of 
defence around it, though round towers anti pOl'tions of waJI!; art' 

3Q!! 
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seell in several paris, prohably once connected in liut', but. not yet 
repaired si)lce their destructiull. The ~trollgest points of defence 
appear to he in a fortrt's:-i at the Borth-cam. angh·, and a double 
round tower, near the celltre of the town: jn cadl of which, guns 
are mounted; hut all the other towerf"appeal' to affoN only shelter 
f()r JlIusketee rs. The rest of the town is composed oj'· c;rdinary 
bniluillgs of' II II IIt'\\,1I stone, and huts of I'ushes auu IOJl~ grass, with . 
narrow aVt;'HUC!S winding bt.~tween them. The present number of' 

inhabitant::. lIIay bt.· {'omputcd at ten thuusa,nd at lea~t, ufwhum pro
bably three thousand lIlay bt., mail'S, capahle of hearing arms, and cev 
tainly UIOT(' than half of the~c are negroei, of African hirth. The 
gOVt'l'lHllcnt is ill \Indi~puteu pos~t.'l:!sioll of Ha~~an hell Rahnm, th J: 
Chief; amI his kinsman, AlIlt't'r I brahilll , il-i cou~iuereu. a.. ... the ('OIn
modore of their maritiml' forct'. Tht')' are tllfimght to have at »re
st'llt Ilhout sixty larg't> ooatl:! out from thcir own port, manned with 
(;fCWS of from eighty to thrl'c hundred men f'ac1J. Forty oth(~r 
boats, of a smaller size, llWy. be (,ouBt~d Uluong their auxiliaries, 
fron, the ports of Shal'jt'c amI Rmnms 011 the Arabian co(tst. 
Charrack amI Lillga, 011 tIl(' Persian {"oast, allu Luft. 011 the inside 
of the island Ill' Kishllla, are I-iubject to theil' authority. Thdr force, 
if concentralt.'u, would tlHI:-i amount to at least a hundred vessels, 
with perhaps four huuured pieces of cannon, and ahout (·ight thou
~alld fightillg U1 t'H, well armed with mU!o.kets, swords, and spears. 
No circulllstances are f'ver litely to hring the~e, however, all to
gether; but 011 an ill\'al,ioll of' their chief towlI, ai Ras-cl· Khyma, 
they could certainl) cOillIuall(I a large reinforcelllent of \Vahabees, 
from the Dt'sert, within ten or fifteen days' notice. The cannon 
and nlusketry of these pirates are chiefly procured from the v~sels 
which they ('al,ture; but their swords, shields, ~pears, anu a.mmuf\i
tion, are mostly brought from Persit,l . 

The country immediately in the vicinity of Ras-el-Khyma is 
flat and loiandy: but on the south-ea.st 'side of' the creek spoken of, 
and alJ along from thence to the eastward, there appear to be ex
ten.ive and thick forests of date-trees, the fruit of which forms the 
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chief article of fhud both teH' the }ll'Optp and tllt'lr ('autt', At 
the terminatioll of this Hat plaiJl, which Ulay (~xtl'nd, ill itf; val'i
ous windings, from tt.:.rl to twenty milp)\ ltiwk, thNt' ri~c)\ a lofty 
range of appan.·ntly harrell mountains, Thl' highe~t point of their 
broken sUlTlmits wa)\ (>stintat(~d to Lll' ahollt six thousand fect 

above the level of the sell, alld their ~(~Iwml aspel't was that of 
lilne-stOJw ; hut we could obtain no spc('imt'lls or fragments of 
it .• 'Vhitc stn.;ta were ~Ct~11 rUllllilig horizolltally lIl'ar the sum
mits, pres(.'rving t'vel'Y ~vh('J'(' a peril'C't It'veJ, though th(' ;:..ummit.s 
~helll s(>hes were ragg('d aHO tlm'vt'11. The higllt'~t poillt of' these 
hills was nearly heltilld lta:-,-(,I-KhYlII<I, in a s(Juth-('iI~t tiin'ctioll; 
to the lIIH·tll-cast t.he ridge fell gradually, utltil it tcrminat<'d ill the 
capes of Khas ... ah ami Shalllll, set in the hcarillgs of our an('hor
age: and to tlH' s(juth-wf:'st it tapf'l'cd away ahno .... t to:t lev(·1 with 

thc plhin. and lost itself in tht' Ar<lhiall I>e:-.ert. 
In tlH.'.r..:e IflUIJntailis live 11 people ca lled Sheeht'pht't'n, who 

art' oistillgui . ..,ht,U from all aroullu. tlwlII hy haviJJ~ t:lil' p)Jll
plexiuns, li~ht hair, amI blue e,Y(')\, likt· j~ llrOpeHJlS, and hy ~pcak
ing a di ."'i tilll't. bn~uagt', whkh 110 Ollt' but thems('lv('s ulldt'J' .... taud, 
and whi('h has heell ('mnpareu hy t)JOsp hht) havt' ileaI'd it to the 
cackling of a hell. TIll'y livt~ both in Yilla~t'~ and ill lt~lIts, ,mIl 
acknowled~(' a Slwik oftlldr OWII botly a:-; Chief. '1'1)('." havl' three 
towns near tht' coast, bt,twee n Ita .... ("-KhYlua <111(1 ( 'apt' Mus

sunndotn, called Shahm, Khassah, and .'aadi, endl of' whidl gives 
its name to the nearest heauland. These, how('vt>r, :l r(:' hardly 
con .... icJered to he ports, s ilH'p the Sht'ehet'hel'll pO~M'SS 110 trading: 
or war-vt'sst'ls, and only use th(~ )o;ca ill fishing for th(' :',upply of 
their o~'n immediate wants. Mo)o;t of tlWnt ~ppak Arahit', besides 
t1).eir OWli Ic\'ll~uagt", and .tVcy arc all strict MnssuhnaJis of the 
S06nnee sect, havill~ hitlwptQ ~U('(:essfl111y resi~ted the cffiJrts of 
th'e Wahabees to effect their ·colJversion. 

Th~ anchorage off H.as~el-KhyJlla is un open roadstpad, ex
posed to aU the fury of the northerly and north-west winds, 
which prevail in the Gulf, ami throw a heavy sea into this bay 
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which then becomes also il h~e shore. In approaching it from the 
offing, we shoaled our watt'T gradually. on Cl sandy bottom, to six 
fathoms, within thn'(' miles of the heath, w,,",pft) our squadron an
chored. In our way from the vessel~ to tht· bend), in the Challen
ger's boat, Wt' suulHh·d as we wCllt alOng, and carried· two fathoms 
and a half to \",·jthill bare range of gun-shot from the houses: 
just beyond this, a ridge, or bank, with only ten feet on it, forrrtcd ' 
a sort of hreakwater, running along paranel to tlle shore, at the 
distance of halt' a mile from the heach. Within this, the water 

• 
deepened again to two fathoms and a half, and here tIle lighl-
dows rode in smooth water, within it hundred yards of the shore, 
being sheltered from the sea by the ridge SpOkf:::l,l of, Thl; 
mouth of the creek, Of back-wate'r, in whidl they haul up their 
vessels for greater security or repair, appeared to us to be about a 
mile amI a half to the north-east of the extreme point of the" town, 
along the line of tht> beach, The entrance to this creek is im
ped~d hy a' hal'. OVf'r whieh .tllCre arc only eleven feet at high_ 
watcr; ~o tllat it is impas.'iahle at all other times but 'by vessels of 
vcry easy draught. 

The tides along this short> ~t>t from north-east to south-west, in 
the line of the coast; the north-east heing the chb, and the soutb
we~t the flood: the fOf)Jwr wiuding round Cape Mussunndom, 
out of the G\llt~ alill the laUe1 ftowing up the Arabian shOTC'. The 
rise and fall, while we lay therc, ,.,ra~ ahout six fN't, allu the rate 
not morc than a milt' and a half pCI' hour, or just sufficient to 
swing the vessds ill a li~ht hreeze; hut no accurate observations 
,"vere made to as('prtaill the time of high water at full anti cha[\ge. 

About seven mil('s from lta .... -el-Khyma, to the north-eafitward, 
is a town caned Ralllllls, which shows ,some towers and dwellings, 
and has also a <.reek, with a bar acrVNS its entrance. 'Tbis place 
affords good shelter for hoats, and is it dependency of th~' former, 
as well as Jeziret-el-)]arura, already' described, lying south-west 
by west half-west, eleven miles from the town. 

Captain Bridges' and myself having returned to the Challenger. 
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we waited until the hour of )10011 lwd pa ...... (·d. whell it glln was 
fired, the top~aib, shC'('t('d hOIll(" alH.r the ~ igllill made to prepare 
to wC'igh andlOr, Thl\ WI.I~ ill~tnlltl.r iilllowl'd I)) tIl( ' \\ hult· of'tht" 
squadron. thuugh it wa ... illtend('d to '\ ait a nother hOllr of gnH't' 
for the answ~r from tlul ~hor(', III the Tnf'all tillll' a h(); ~f arrived , . . 
with df:'plltie~ frolll tIlt' Chief: hriJlgilig a 1"('1'1) tu the' r(''IHi ~i tioll !': 

sent, III thi ~, tw ~tat(·d thl' illlpo . .,~ihilit) of r(' '''l orillg {·ithl'r tIll' 
pro(>erty dC'mand('d, t iul'(, t hat fwd long ~j ll( '(' he '('11 tlivitfc.cl <.inti ('011-

smm'cl: or pa) iug thL' ,alllouut of it ~ \ nllle ill IlIOJH',\, .1.' tllb wm;" 
"Inore than tlwil' whole wealt.h at t hI' pi e"'('llt 1ll01l1l'lIt ("0"lt1 I'll mh,h, 
He peremptorily refw'l~d to deliver lip the AJl1('('r lhrahilli . who wa~ 

his kiJl~mnn • .alld IH', '" friclld ; delly illg nl ... o that tlli ... ("hit 'f \\; ... guilty 
of all) thing \\hil'h dl''''('I"V('d pUlli ~hmf'}Jt , ill ICllltUl'lll!-!" \Iith tile 

Vf'~:-.l'lS ulltler hi ~ l'ollllllallcl, tllt· persons nnd pl'opert,' of idolatl'rs 
and !':>trallgers to the tru(' ('od. Jkpllti(· ... \\('1"(' o/J('l't,d tn he ~(,lIt 
to Bomhay to tn ... "t on tIlt' aHilir , hilt Hot ill tIl(' li~ht or ho"tagc~, 
as delllalHl('d.- ~ilH'(· ~ilti.· protediull ',,·on.hl ht' ),(,C(llil'l·tl Jill' thei r 
p;oing and rt'tlll'llill~, It was add{'d ho\\"('v( 'I", that, a~ all tlungs 
were of God. Ut libl'ratioll lIli~ht ptl~~i hl ) <I('('OI'J "ettel' \\ ith his 
t'oUTlcib, than h asty tletpl'lIIillat ioll ; and it \\H!-. therl'f'ol'(' )'(''1Ilf' ... tt·li 
that titUl' might he granted until tht· II('"\t cia) ':-, nooll. to kllow 
what His wi~dom hall d (,('1"{·\-(l to tak(' pla('t' I)t'tw('cil tll('lII , 

The Leitl'r of Public I n~t rllctioll:-' {'I'om t hl' (JO V(, rII111ellt of 
Bombay had ordt'rt'd that, 011 thl' I'f'f'u:-.al of till Jua~~a nll'\' (,hief 
to comply with the rl'qui1-.itions tiael'l'ill ~tatt'd. tIlt' ~qll ' l tlrOIl was 
to quit tht' pl<1(,(" hut not without i'oit(lIi(ying to him that IH' lIlIght 
expect tlw di~p] ca:-,ure of til(' British Govcrllllll'lIt. to he \ i ... iteu on 
him and hi:-, race. Notwi t h:-,t;llIdinA: thi ..... hOWl'H' I', and tht' inso
lent a. .. well a1' t:'vasivc an:.,w;-r of t l)(' Chief: it wa ... uelt'l'JIlilH'd to 

allow him until th(' foll owil{g- HUOH to ddiiwrat(' ; ami 0111' :-,ails 
we~e a~c'ordillgl y furled, anli.t]l(' ~ign<tI fOl' w(·igllillg' an(hol' again 
for the pre.scnt anHulled. 

At SUIl-set the wind having freshcned fi'om the lIorth-west, and 
a heavy swell setting into the bay. it was deemed imprudent to 
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continue at anchor there during the ni~ht: the squadron there
fOTC' weighed in ('ompany. and ~tood out to !-ea, the wind increasing 
(0 a gale t(}\,'ard~ midnight. 

Nov. 28tll.-lt was intended. on our It'uving llns-cl-Khyma, to 
Iwve fPturnt"d again to tll(> anchorage there :It sUIl-rise thi~ morning: 
but the ~al(' having: obljgl~d us to kt't'p the sea, we found' our&elves 
at day-light IlP:ll'ly over with the island of Kislnll,}, on the Per~ian' 

coast, having gradually deepened our water in mid-channel to 
forty-fivl> fathoms, and from thencf.> progrcl'sivt'1y ~hoalcd ..lgain. 

At eight A. 'I. we hau c10seu in with Kishma, 'IOU had the' 
smaller island of Angar under our Il'C to the north-east. The 
land had broken off the heavy swell of the ~{'a: and finding OUlt

selv<'~, in ~tnooth water, the signal \\ws mmJe for th<' Mercury to 
lead in and CllJ(: IIOT ill t11(;' bight betw(,f'n the i&lauds. 

'Ve accordingly stood ill-shore, gradually sll')aling our water to 
ten fathoms within about three miles of the &outhern edge of 
Kispma, where the ROUl.l(lin~s are erroneously mar-k~d in Arrow
~mjth'& chart of 1810, as fiv(' fatholllfo., at a distance of six miles. 

llearing up froUi hence ca~t-north-east along the Hne of the 
('oast. anu ~hoaling from ten to five f.1thoms as we approached the 
island of Angar, we anchoreu at noon in that depth, on a muddy 
ground. OUf place of an('horagC', hy careful ohservation, was 
found to he in lat. 2()" 40' north, and long. 55(' 4]' east, \'t'ith the 
followin~ hearings :-western cxtr(,JIlc of Kishma, west l,y south, 
twenty miles j eastern vh.ihle ditto, east half-~()uth, ten miles; 
southern {'xtrem(' of Angar, closed in far over Cape Mussunndom, 
:-,outh, five miles j northern extreme of Angar, east by south. three 
miles and a half ~ ruins of a town on Angar, east by south half
south, three Imle~: nearest part of Ki."Ilr~ma, t1orth, two miles. 

The blanu of Kishma is the larg~st of all tho.e in the Persian 
Gulf, being about sixty mil .. in lenl1th from north-east to south
west; and nearly twenty miles in its greatest breadth, from near 
Luft, on its northern shore, to the point near Angar, on its south
ern one. It is called by the Arabs, Jeziret Tuweel, or Long Island, 


