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n the Banks of the Red River. 

HAPTER I 

HANOT T MONGTSE 

My ompanions-Plan of Travel-Death of M. de Grandmaison- M. Briffaud-At 
HanoY-Fi nal Preparations-Our Men- Ascent of th Red River by team r­
Yell-Tay-Laokay- By Junk to Manhao-First Difficulties with the Chioese­

n 0 Mongts -Stay at th Consulate-Situation of the Missionarie - W e organise 
the aravan-A Walk in the Town-The Market- Cen ral Ma-Custom Official­
Life of th Europeans a t M ongtse- Jimate-The Plague- Food Resources. 

o th 13tb of pt mb r 1894 M. de Grandmaison and 

1, baving just returned from travellinl::) in Madagascar, picked 

up 1. R 'ux at Aden, where he had arrived direct from 

Fran 

Althou h his duties as a naval Ii ut nant had hitherto 

prev nted OUT' personal acqu intanc , a corresp nd nc f s veral 
I 

• 



FROM TONKIN TO INDIA 

years had given me ar;.~ insight into the charadcr 'lnd sterling 

worth of my future comrade, and we were in c?mplete accord both 

as to the end to be achieved and the means (or, its attainfllcnt. 

As soon as I expressed my intention of starting on this fresh 

voyage of discovery, Roux at once decided to apply for leave 

of absence to accompany me. This was g ranted by the Minister 

of Marine for one year, and when we now met for the first 

time it \ .... a5 a s old friends. 

Thus it came about that we three found ourselves, full of 

youth and high spirits, fired with the same enterprise and 7.eal 

for our country, chatting- over our maps on board the Sagltalint, 

eastward bound. 

!\ly original idea had been to complete my knowkJge of 

French Indo-China, and especially the mountainous districts of 

Annam. But these were now almos t familiar. The netwo~ of 

such recent journeys as those of the Pavie Mission, of MM. 

Bonnin, Grill, ancl Odenthal, and the prospectiv~ one of 

Lieutenant Debay, left but small 

We turned our eyes farther 

tracts all the map to ~~ traversed. 

north, where lay '~ hi'therto , 
unknown course ' of the Mekong in China. We felt that the 

work initiated by Lagree and Francis Garnier ought to be 

continued by Frenchmen. Moreover, our explorations in Chiqa 

outside our own possessions would enable us to gather in,(orm~~ · 

tion' ·that should be of profit to the peaceful commercial expansion 

of our colonie!;. Once up there, it would be idle to' retrace our 
, .-, I Of . . -:t ' 

steps . When we should have ascended the valley 'of'lh:e Mekong 
", 

as far as the point where the French missionaries ~ad , .establish~ 

themselves on th~ Thi~can-Chinese frontier~ ' w~ '~~ould only have: . , " ~ 

to ~rn to the l eft and ~each I.ndia, M<I:l? '~ra,:ekit; , ever ea~y .. 
The ~ idea of a return throllllh absolutely nf!W C!nuntries ' to~<! ~y , 



HANOI TO MONGTSE 

companions' fancy; the proposal was Worried unanimously, a'nd 

our plan was made. 

After a mOhth or so 10 Cochin Olina and ' Cambodia, in 

the provinces of Battambang and Angkor, and in Annam, we 

were to make Tonkin our base 'of departure. Skirting the 

northern or Chinese boundary of Tonkin and the Laotian States, 

we would endeavour to strike the Mekong at the point where 

it entt!rs Indo~China-that is to say, not far from where Garnier 

quitted it. Thence we should follow the valley of the river. 

keeping as ncar as possiLle to its stream in order to determine 

its undefined course in China. OUf highest goal was to be 

Tsekou on the frontier of Thibet. Above T sekou the ,Mekong 

is known through the labours of missionaries. We should halt 

at Tali Fou, the chief \VL"stern mart of YUnnan. And for ocr 

homeward route we would make the attempt to march due 

west. 

Such were the general outlines of our Journey. For an 

undertaking 0(- this mag-nitude (III available subsidiary chances 

should be assured. One important factor w~s uncercain,-time. 

Roux' had only a year's leave; and as this" would not suffice, 

it was imperative that he should be "seconded " for colonial 

serv ice of indefinite duration. Given this, and resolution, there 

'seemeq to be good hope of ultimate succe!is. 

J}ut on our suhsequent arrival at the rendezvous at Tonkin, 

in ' the end~f , _Pecember, sad news awaited us. M. de Grand-
, '\' " ,. ' .. 

maison, . Wh~ ' h~d gone for a week to Hong - Kong whilst 

\Ve l' were" visiting Hue, was fated never to rejoin us. He had 
• " ". J • 

soccumbed to a:' sud~eh illness, Death, . In thus cutting off our 

cGmtade._ had ". takeu' )leavy toll of us at the o~tset. I . cannot 
" . 

refrai~ J10rn reodering brief 
. 

homage ' here to the memory of his 

3 



FROM TONKIN TO INDIA 

intrepid spirit, who, in the flower of youth, witl1 name and 

fortune, was willing . to throw in his lot with mine, In the hope 

that he mio-ht perhaps me day return to do good work for 

our colonies. 

The void caused by this event only served to bind us who 

survived more closely to each other and to our tasK.i Roux 

having at this time received the sanction for his coloni I tr !\Sfer, 

we two resolved to carry out the original project of the three, 

and set about our preparations in earnest. 

Whilst he proceeded to Hong-Kong to perform the sad duty 

of embarking the body of M. de randmaison, and to consult 

with M. esgodins, the well-known missionary of Thibet, b . ides 

making various purchases, I remained at HanOI adjustin baggag 

and engaging followers. 

During these preliminaries a providential accession w¥ made 

to our little band in the per on of M. Briffaud, one of the older 

inhabitants of the colony, who had passed eleven years in Tonkin. 

He was on the point of returning to France, but being (\ pioneer 

at heart was attracted by our enterprise, and asked to be anowed 

to join us as a volunteer. I recalled the instance of Father 

Dedekens, who, six years before, on his way home to Belgium, 

el ted to make a detour In our company. And a detour it 

proved, for it lasted a year, and traversed Central Asia 

and Thibet. But, like Father Dedekens, Briffaud also s 

gifted with the sacred fire; he was inured t the ardships of 

travel, and possessed experience, health, and a cheerful disposition. 

These were more than enough to ensure him a laeartf reception 

as one of ourselves. 

On the morning of 26th January 1895 e set 

on board the Yunnan. Besides 

4 
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HANOI TO MONGTSE 

consisted of four. The first was a little Annamite, who had 

been with me before. . On the present occasion he did not go 

far with us; nor did I subsequently regret him: . he would never 

have stood the sort of work we had to encounter. At Yen-Tay 

he left us sick. The second, Sao, had also previously accompanied 

me to Bangkok. He was large and angular, of independent temper, 

and a bit of a grumbler, but 

withal a safe shot, a sure 

hunter, and proved himself 

afterwards emillently practi­

cal in an emergency. Sao 

spoke little, and testified his 

approbation or derision by a 

silent smile, which displayed 

two rows of beautiful black 

teeth. "Much stupid" was 

hIS contemptuous expression 

for anyone who did not meet 

with his approval. The very 

reverse of Sao was N am, or 

the N arnOl as. they call d 

him. He was our cook; a 

dirty, shrinking, humble, little 

01 iogJ who, inasmuch as 
nm. 

he was worthy ali longsuffering, soon became the butt of the 

party, and though incessantly chaffed always maintained his good­

humour. Poor simple soul, Narn trotted on from country to 

country, . e unmoved by change of scene or people, with never 

a question whence he came or whither he went, but preparing 

our food t1u ughout with conscientious regularity. Only hen 

5 



FROM TONKIN TO INDIA 

tobacco ran short did Nam hegin to be unhappy: then, indeed, 

the situation became serious to hiro. N f)thing was more char­

acteristic of Ollr chel than his engagement. One day at Saigon, 

we were seeking a cook before leaving for Aonam. I t was ten 

o'clock; we started at noon. Someone brought Nam to us . 

.. Are you willing to come ?"-" Yes ; I will be ready at four." 

"That won't do; we are off in two hours. "-" All the same; 

I come back." And so, hired at the outset for only a few weeks, 

the Saigonnese was attached for many a long month to our retinue. 

A lofty principle enlightened the breast of this primitive Asiatic, 

and eX(Jlained his conduct. Nam was a widower, with three 

children-three little g-naos whom he adored, and for whose sake 

he would walk far and work hard to bring back money. 

Besides 9ur Annamites (the hoys rarely gave their names, 

and were known by their numbers, "Five," "Six," .. Thr~," etc.), 

we had with us a Chinese, big and bony, with an oily yeJIow 

face, evil, trcachp:rous. and hateful. This was our interpreter, 

Franc;ois. He spoke French well, and was furnished w.ith good 

credentials from officers of the ships on which he had been a ·'cook. 

as well as from the mines of Hong- Hay, where he had been 

employed. I found him at Langson, and engaged him at once; 

for it is difficult to meet with an interpreter in Tonkin who can 

speak the Chinese of YUnnan, which is the tongue of Chang.H'a,y, 
-~: 

the pUrt:. dialect of the mandarins. In the districts \tie were ,about 

to pass, Cmtonnese would be of no use. Although I had written 

two months beforehand to Tonkin to secure an ' interpreter. only 

one could be shown to me, and he smoked opium so heavily. and . , ' 

demanded such exorbitant pay, and a chair to travel in, that W~ 
deemed ourselves lucky to secure F ranc;ois, despite lJ:is looks. 

We h~d a S!reat amount of baggage, and were flDrtunate itt 
6 



HANOI TO MONGTSE 

having the assistance of M. d'Abbadie to escape paying excessive 

dues. Vve divided it into two parts-one to take with us, and the 

other to be sent from Mongtse straight to Tali, as a reserve. 

J n thp. belief that our experience may be of use to future travellers, 

a list of the contents of the packages will be found in the Appendix. 

Vle ' rcached Yen-Tay on the 29th January, after a pleasant 

passage under the escort of two friends. I found it much changed 

since f 890. The large straw huts had been replaced by stone 

barracks, some good houses had been built, and a small cluo 

erected. I took advantage of our halt to visit the coal pit~ 

belonging to M. d 'Ahb.:Oldie. about a mile above Yen-Tay; the 

workings extend on either side of the river as far as Tray-liutt. 

The coal is gaseous, yielding 20 or 30 per cent. of volatile matt'!r, 

compar~d with 10 to IS per cent. in that of H ong- Hay. Traces of 

petroleum have been found i~ the neighbourhooJ, and an engineer 

is about to take out a concession for graphite. 

After a stay of two days we went on board the Bahoa. a 

launch of only a few feet dr:l.ugh t. The water was falling, and 

as .this was probably her last trip for the season we arrived only 

just in time. We took leave of our friends and of the officers 

who had g iven us so cordial a reception. From hencciorth we 

shouid nut look upon the tricolor again for a long time, and here 

we .. ~ert behind the limits of civilisation to cnter upon the freedom 

of travel. We were eager to get forward, and I was impatient 

urttil J should find myself astride a nag, with a pipe In my 

mouth, seeing things which others had not seen, In strange 

countries, wpere the interest of the day cloaked the uncertainty 

9f the morrow. 

The ' asc:¢nt of this part of the Red River was not as rapid 

as we, cou1d have desired; we were continuallJ running aground 

7 



FROM TONKIN TO INDIA 

upon sandbanks. I could not hut admire the aJdress with 

which our crew of twelve Annamites sprang into the stream 

and laid out hawsers ahead to haul upon. It took us some­

times five or six hours tu gain abou~ a hundred yards. During 

these checks I employed myself in making washings of the sand 

of the rive r, finding in it numerous small garnets. 

Owing to this lowness of the water our transit occupied fIve 

da}'s between Yen-Tay and Laokay. The latter little town had 

not altered. Its houses and huts, grouped on lhe left bank of 

the Song-Coi', are separated by an affluent of the river, called 

the Nam-Ti, from the Chinese village of Song-Phong. a regular 

haunt of pirates and evil-looking gallows-birds. Song- Phong is 

flanked by a range of hills forming the frontier. The crests 

dominate the slopes of our side, and are Chinese, capped by our 

neig-hbours with a series of fOrls. On the right bank st¥ th,e 

barrack of Coklen, a quaint building of many roofs placed o~t;! 
above the other like canisters. 

At Laokay we received the hospitality of the river agent, 

M. Dupont, who had been so obliging as to purchase horses 

for us, and to write to Mongtse for mules. From him we ob­

tained some information about the place. Commerce has scarcdy 

made any advance for several years. The opium farm has been 

abolished, but the· monopoly of the drug with China has lxicn 

given to an individual, who encumbers the sale with a 10, per 

cent. profit for himself. Similarly, the pacification of the district 

is at a standstill. Five years ago one could travel round 

Laokay with more security than now. Fresh bands had o.ver­

run the provlOce. Colonel Pennequin had driven them back into 

the province of Tulong, half of which belongs to us. Th!) 

Chinese, objecting,.to their neighbourhood. requested WI.' to relieve' 
8 



HANOi TO MONGTSE 

them of their presence, and, at the intercession of the Tsullg-li­

Yarnen, our troops received orders to dislodge the pirates from 

the whole of Tulong. Those who troubled us · no furth er now 

returned into our territory; to counterbalance which, and by 

way of showing their obligation for our good offices, we had the 

satisfaction of seeing' mort: than one hundred and fiftr Chinese 

regulars transfer themselves to our enemies. Actually, upon the 

right bank a band of more than three hundred might be counted. 

Armed junk!: constantly patrol the rive r to g-uard the navigation. 

But our troops are tired out: there afC not enough of them. 

During our stay at Laob.y we took part in a hunt which was 

as cunous as it was unexpected. \Vhilst at breakfast with M. 

Dupont we saw a sudJcn sti r at the water-side, people running 

down to the river, and boats· casting off as hard as they col:ld. 

Out we rushed: and here was the cause of all this hurly; a 

stag, which had innocently descended to the brink. had been 

viewed and headed back by some soldier!> on the right bank. 

The entire pOlJulation turned out in pursuit; the waters werc 

chul;ncd by a struggling crowd of junks, pirogues or dug-outs, 

and human beings, all making chase down stream. A light 

tricolor on the head of the quarry alone was wanting to make 

the game resemble a 14th July watt:r - frolic. The poor beast 

did , not know which way to turn; it managed to escape a blow 

from a boat-hook: which only wounded it; it was but [Q prolong 

th~ agony, for some swimmers awaiting it lowt:r down grappled 

with and finished it. Then came the question as to who was 

to eat it: every boatman, with a storm of oaths and protesta­

tions, claimed it as his own. In the midst" of these awakened 

appetites one felt inclined to pity the animal; but' [hen, "que 

diable aussL~lait-ii faire en cette galere?" 

9 
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At Laokay we left the steamer. From here we were to 

proceed in a junk retained for us oy M. Dupont. But the 

boatmen declared. not without reason, that twu junks with sixteen 

men were necessary for such heavy carg0t!s over some of the 

rapids. So we had to wait another day and a second junk, and 

twenty-four hours were cut to waste in this our fi rst encounter 

with the Chinese. J warned my companions that they would 

have to lay in a stock of patience before dealing with the 

C<::Iest ia!' They soon learned the justice of my remarks. 

The mandarin of Song - Phong sent us his card, with a 

demand that we should pass the custom - house and submit our 

passports to his scrutiny ; adding- that he would then furnish us 

with a guard of soldiers. Our answer was the same to both 

demand and offer : we were in French waters just as much as 

Chinese, and wanted nothing. 

The morning of the 7th February saw us under wayan tWO 

junks, each about 80 fec.::t long; the crews were ranged fore and 

aft, the rudder was formed of large spliced spars, and the waist of 

the vessel was covered .in with hatches. Poling was our chief mode 

of progression; and this the men performed adroitly and in time. 

\Vhene\,cr it served we took advantage of the wind. A huge rect· 

angula r sail was hoisted upon a couple of masts, stepped in the 

shape of a n inverted V. to catch the least breeze, for which the 

men continually whistled. We were told that, dependent on its 

being favournble or the reverse, the voyage would occupy three 

days or a fortnight 

lEolus was happily prOpItiOUS, and we sailed along at a fair 

pace. 1 he crew was composed for the most part of hybrid Chinese 

or Mann mountaineers, neighbours of the Thos, and wearing the 

Chinese pigtail and blouse. I used to chat with them of an evenin~ 
10 
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when the boat was tied up for the night. They told me how, 

away in the interior, beyond Longpo, the inhabitants were hairy, 

and of others who had little tails, and sat upon seats adapted to 

their conformation. I had already heard a similar distinction attri­

buted to the Mois. The conversation drifted into legends, and I 

inquired if they knew the Chinese story of a country where there 

. were only women. They r~plied in the affirmative, and added that 

it was an island in the midst of a lake which none might cross, for 

the waters of it were so light that a feather cast on the surface 

would not float. "And that is why," said they, "we have Hever 

landed on the woman 's rcalm." 

A la ughter-loving Jot, thest: boatmen also wefe hard workers. 

Although less strong than when I had descended the river at high 

flood, the rapids still were numerOt~s ; and it was necessary at each 

for the double crews to pass the junks through singly-a tedious 

operation. The features of the country were monotonous; valleys 

enclosed by hills, sparse villages. vVe saw rather more on the after· 

noon of the loth February, some days after leaving Laoka),. In 

one bend of the river we discovered a rdig-ieus monument in the 

sh~pe of. a rectangular column with a niche at its has~. Hard by 

was a small town of bamboo houses, and others white in a setting 

of large red·blossomed trees. The name of the place was Manhao. 

Down by the river lay a number of junks. with their grove of 

A·shaped masts, flying a little tlame·like flag or sometimes a cock's 

tail. On the opposite or right shore appeared a hamlet of thatched 

one-storey houses, reached by a terrace of stone steps, shaded with 

fine trees. . The site of this place, Lao-Minchang, was fresh and 

picturesque. 

Our men were very plea'se~ with themselves. They had not 

told us that we ~ere approaching the end of our stage. but kept it 
II 
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as a surprise. They now offered lhank to their gods for a pros­

perOllS voyage by burning strinD's of crackers. And indeed ~e had 

been lucky. We learned later in a letter from M. Dupont that a 

band of pirates had actually set out with he intention of c pturing 

us and holding us to ransom. They had even provided them lves 

with grenades to throw into the junks. We owed our safety to our 

speed. 

If we had enj yed quick pro res by water, in reven e as soon 

as we set foot on land we made· acquaintance with those inter­

minable delays which are due to the apathy or the ill-will of the 

yellow race. We wished simply to pass through Manhao and to 

push on to Mon tse, where we should be able to engage muleteers, .. 
organise our caravan, and forward our reserve baggage t Tali. 

J t took us four days before we could even start. Our first diffi­

culties were with the custom-house. The coolies r fus d to dis­

embark the loads without authority. The officials insist A on 

a declaration, which I refu ed, as our passports for the Yunnan 

di pen sed with it. I invited th m to corne on board: they w uld 

not be at the trouble. I threatened th m with all the thunders of 

their chief at Mongtse: they did not eem perturbed. r w it 

until after long hour of discussion that I obtain d a permit which 

was our due, and which they might have issu d at once. 

W put up at the h use of a merchant who spoke French and 

had been M. Bleton's interpreter. He was a small wizen creature, 

whose emaciated features and shrunken semi-tra rent hands at 

once told the tale of the baneful opium passion whic enslaved him. 

evcrtheless he rendered us service in settling money ~atte . We 

had to arrange for the transport ourselves and baggage· to 

Mongtse. Our ponies had certainly arrived from Laokay, and 

proved sturdy and c ever; but we now learned that the mules hich 
12 
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should have met us here were detained by the Taotal. Nor did 

there seem much chance of finding them. J n vain we talked, in the 

middl of the enclosure which serves as a public square, where the 

telegraph stood. Big bilious-visaged Chinese lounged about in 

robes and slippers with pasteboard soles, killing time with talk and 

smoke; and these effeminate creatures gazed on us with that self-

At Manhao. 

sufficient and contemptuous air which meets one everywhere in 

China, and which we were forced to put up with for many a month 

to come. 

e atched caravans 'ving or departing, long processions of 

draught 0 en adorned with red worsted tassels nd bells. The e 

cattle made the journey slowly from Mongtse in twelve days. Their 

d consisted of t 0 sheets of tin weighing about 200 lbs. Mules 
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also there were with like load ; I counted no less than one hundred 

and thirty animals in one morning. Unfortunately, they were not 

for hire, being under contract to Mongtse merchants' to carry tin in 

exchange for linen, yarn, and fine tobacco for the universal water­

pIpe. I was struck by the commercial activity going on here. In 

I894 .the junk-borne tonnage was 5,886 tons. I my elf witnes d 

more than fifty-three cargoes embarking. I asked for statistic fr m 

a telegraphist who spoke 

fair English. At his 

c mputation Manhao 

consists of about two 

hundr d houses. There 

are even a en t. f, r t" n, 

each of whom receives 

yearly from two ~ndrcd 

to three hundred con­

signments of about fifty 

tablets, about 72 lbs. 

apiece, at a rate f 

ei hteen or twenty taO S.l 

M ute tariff from Mongtse 
Id JIou· i Woman. to Manhao is approxi­

mately one tael, and the tran port of fifty tablets per junk frum 

M anhao to Laokay is three taels. Between Laokay and Hanoi 

there are More forwarding agents. Thence the tin is shipped 

to Hong-Kong, where the pieces sell at thirty-five or forty piastres. 

A large trader of Manhao will send y~ly to Mongtse in exchange 

between ten and twenty thousand bales of Hong-Kong merchandise­

yarn, cotton and linen goods, flannel and tobacco. Salt is the only 

lOne tael=about 5" 

14 
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article of contraband at the Manhao custom-house; the dues are 

collected at Mongtse. The rock-salt comes down in small boats 

from the mines situated four or five days farther up the river. 

Whilst at Ma/1hao the market was held, which every weeR 

attracts the villagers of the surrounding country. The scene was 

one of great 

animation; and 

we were able to 

get a glance at 

many of the hill 

folk, with their 

different dress s 

and dialects, 

with whom we 

were later to 

come in contact. 

Here was a 

Poula woman, ­

wearing, Chinese 

fashion, a mantle 

with green and 

red trimming; 

upon her fore­

head was bound a 

kerchief, studded Young Hou- i Woman. 

with little silver knobs, and adorned on either side with cowries and 

red wdrsted tassels, behind which fell two lappets, embroidered 

horizontally with green and red. The same c610urs and dress 

are to be found among the nomads of Thibet The Poula Jady 

had a bronzed >0 'al face, and small c~ the lower lip 
15 
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and the chin. A more original head-dress was one which we 

On a littl knot of hair was saw among the Lintindjou w()m n. 

perched a plaited straw circl t, like tho t worn by th Annamite 

harp hooters. from which hung a frin e with white ta .. s Is. The 

costume was 

10 Womnn nl Mongt . 

tingui ha I from both hinese and Annamit . 

comp sed of a 

jack t, fast n d 

with two silver 

clasps, black 

trous rs, and 

linen ba ds tied 

round the nkles. 

These nativ s 

em d very shy. 

ne woman, of 

whom f to k 

snap - hot had 
. . 

a VivaCIOUS 

little face, with 

strongly protrud­

Ing forehead, 

and eyes that 

w re scarcely at 

all 0 lique. ,h 

was clearly di -

om H u- i 

worn n w re also ointed out t u, clothed in tunics which 

d ended to the kn , and wearing on their r asts a roun 

ilv r plate, with designs of cr sand sc rpions. 

This first glimps f the nativ population only incr as d ur 
r6 
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desire to see more of them, by taking a different route to 

Ssumao on the right bank of the Red River. To the questions 

we put at Manhao, the reply was that there was no road but 

that follo wed by the caravans through Mongtse and Yuen-chiang: 

Th telegraph clerk, however, menti ned to me that he had 

heard of a path on the ri O'"ht bank, though ,a very bad one. 

Her , at any rate, was a clue. Roux and I discovered this path 

on foot, saw that it continued in the distance, and was fit for 

mules. While reconnoitrin , we passed through the pretty little 

villa e of Lao-Manhao, opposite which was a wood of mImosa, 

tamarisk, and other trees, covering the base of the hill. I have 

rarely found a spot of equal fragrance, and interest for the 

ornithologi t; small birds in great variety fluttered in it, and I 

secur d om good specim ns. 

The mod of employing our time in Manhao was pleasant 

nough, but it was not getting on at all. o that it was with 

pleasure that we saw one part of our effects start under the care 

of M. upont's . factor. who \ as to convoy them as far as 

Mongtse. We made a bargain for som mules, at the rate of 

Olne " tens " apiece to Mongtse, which was one" ten " more than 

the rdinary tariff. They carried thirty-eight of our packages. 

n th 14th (February) eighteen pack animals, sent to us from 

M n CT tse, cam In. We w re now able to depart. At the last 

m m nt another del yaros in the disposal of the loads, which 

were too h avy. The YUnnan method of loading the animals 

t plac a p d upon a wooden saddle, with two side piece 

fitting cIo e to the shoulder. There was no girth j th saddle 

was imply kept 'n po ition by br ast and crupper1strap . Either 

flap had on the uter side a m 11 wo den eg, sole support 

of a light and capacious frame, to which the bag age was ecured 

11 17 
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b leather thong . The advantag of th . system is that the 

harnes is indep nd nt of th prick, and one can off-saddl for 

the nicrht without di turbin cr anyth in cr. The ease with which one 

can d i encumb r th mule facilitat his . pas ag 10 dangerous 

pots. Indeed bein thu able to rid himself of his burcien, h 

often a\'ail d himself of this avoidance of accident on his own 

account. When the wights are v n, as rna easily be manag d 

with t a r cotton C r carcro, th mule can carry m ch without 

uffering. But with mixed lots, such as ours, th s stem of 

loadin cau ed ore. The treatment of the mules consequently 

called for crreat care. Th average load was from 120 Ib . to 

140 lb. half on either side. Those that gave most troubi w re 

the chests containinCT money. Each on ' in itself was 120 Jb . 

They had the r fore to be distributed. Were carryi g t 

MonfYts piastres to xchange there against hinese i~ots, and, 

as robbers \ rc num rous, they required watching. 

In the afternoon w were at last ready, and the real journ y 

commenced. Being in high spirits a t th prospect of activ 

employment, everythinO' seemed interesting and pictur squ . 

Thing struck us which soon we should not heed: the bo s upon 

their ponies, odd -looking figures in their half-European half-

nnamite O'et-up; the interpr ter, e rched high on a heap of 

rugs, with a dirty squash hat n his head, and his to .. thrust 

into 10 ps of straw for stirrups. Each of u was no d ubt a 

caricature to his neighbour. 

The first part of our r ute was a teady asc nt, fr m 5 J 0 f, t 

to 6, ISO feet. The mules climbed sturdily in singl fi!, urged 

by the shouts and imprecations of the drivers. ou can't tray I 

in YUnnan with ut constant H malijJ£ous." The lead r re our 

r d flag, with my nam on it 10 hines characters. I twas th 

18 
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same which had already seen service with me from Koulja to 

Tonkin . fiv years before. Who knew what countries it was to 

behold this time! 

I t took us two days and a half to reach Mongtse, sleeping 

each night in th corners of the inn stables. n the way we 

passed a strange series of isolated hills, like . detached sugar­

loav s, and christened them the C ne Chain. At their base we 

cam across many funnel-shaped depressions, which in semblance 

might have been the moulds in which the cones had been cast. 

The only vegetation was canty grass but ill covering the grey 

stones. Although only at an altitude of 6, 17 5 fe~t, we received 

th impression of high summits. A closer view revealed that 

th e mountains could not be attributable to volcanic formatioI', . 
as on h;}c1 fi rst been inclined to believe. They were of rey 

limestone, like thos of the bay f Along. Traces of coal in the 

neighbourhood t nded to confirm the id a that the sc;.me geological 

force that in Tonkin appear as cliffs here showed them elves in 

c n s. 

fter descending from the Cone Chain a lI1arch of varied 

elevation brought us to a rocky gap surmounted by a ~ittle 

pa oda. Before us lay the great plain of Mongt e. or two 

hours w continued at a round pace through cultivated fields, 

and pa t th mall town of i-n an-tso, until we ch cked our 

b st beneath th w lIs of Mono-tse, in front of a spacious whit 

build in us d as the r nch onsulat, and were received by 

1M. Guerin and Mark. 

This last-named g ntl man bor on his hand the trace of a r cent 

wound. ome time b for , he had b n attacked in his house 

b si' men arm d with s He defend d th door of his r om 

behind a barri r of hair, but received a blow from a pike throuo-h 

19 



FR 1\1 T YIN TO INDIA 

the panel. n the alarm b ina- given his assailants fled, and, it is 

needl ss to add, were still at large. 

Ha ing b stowed ur belon in ·s 10 th con 'ulate, we pr pared 

t remain there a C w days. Mon,ytse was the last town of relativ 

civili ation \) hich w were lik ly to s e for a long time, ::\'nd we 

had to mak final arran ment for both our own caravan and for 

the forwarding of our re erve. H rIm t an old acquain tanc , a 

mis ionary, known before in 1890 at YUnnan-. en, and his experience 

and advice were of g reat value in our quipm nt. Th Father at 

thi period was at I ggerheads with the hinese ov rnment. 

Havin cy been charged by ion eio'neur F n uil to stablish::\' mission 

station at l\longtse, he had bought a hou e and signed th ' agr -

ment with the owner. This don ,h sent the titIe-dt! ds to th 

Taotaj' [. r reP'istration. But the Iatt r, instead of returning them, 

pa ed them on to some notables, to whom th prop "1 was thus 

made ov r. ur consul ainly demand d restituti n. As for the 

mi i nary, he adopted th only mode of retort to the knavery of 

the 0 ernment, by refu ina- to bud cy from the house \i hen once in 

it, unless another, on \! hich h had his eye, wer offered in its place. 

These tricks of the Chinese in the ca e of the missionaries did n t 

astonish me: I knew them of old. ur c untrym n may deem 

themselves fortunate when the vexation is contin d t tty annoy­

ances. n the voyage from Aden to Indo-China we had n bard 

C:l ml<;SI nary of YUnnan, who was ;:)gain bound thither aft r a visit 

to Paris to be healed. This ather Vial h d receiv d fourte n 

knife stabs. several of his ribs had be n brok n, and he sh wed m 

the scars of the wounds. I should have lik d som c pti9 Th rna 

to have had the sam privilege. Wh n attacked y th myrmidons 

of the mandarin, ather Vial owed his life to his single str ngth f 

will alone. He was returning bravely t his post, as if nothing had 
20 
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happened; and certainly the satisfaction extracted from the Chinese 

Governm nt by the representations of our consul had not been 

grant d out of any goodwill to the Father. Most of the braves 

w re banished to another province-a trivial punishment for men 

who had no ti s. They did indeed select for condemnation one 

man--he was already dead from natural causes , in prison. As for 

the instigator of the outrage, he was of course undisturbed. I twas 

declar d at Pekin that the affair had been exaggerated, and that the 

reparation was ample. One cannot help thinking what idta of our 

pow r the Chinese are likely to derive from our acquiescence in 

such proc dure. After this th re is small room for surprise at thtir 

attitude t wards our ron tier Delimitation Commission. Already it 

had b n attacked in the basin of the Black River, and was reported 

to be followed by three h~ndred pirates ostensibly in " the service" 

of the mandarin of YUnnan. Whether or no, it is certain that the 

Imperial commissioner betook himself to Mongtse, under pretext of 

resting from his labours. For our elves, as travellers, by making 

th be t of things we might hopt to pass through without active 

mole tation. 

First of all we had mules to buy. I t was difficul t to procure any 

at M n t e, for the Pavie Mi ion had taken a good many, and the 

mandarin himself had just purchased twenty beauties for twelve 

ta"l api c - fixing hi own price. M. Gerard, a F renchman in 

the ustom, kindly off, red to help us, and spent three days in the 

mountain amon the dIrty Mia t 'es, bringing back fifteen mules 

and a pr mi e f even more in a ~ w days. We paid on an average 

thirty tae! for _ach animal. Then ther wer pack-saddles to get, 

stra ,and lank ts to cover the chattels from rain and the men at 

night. Th bats were next rou h d, and branded on the shoulder 

with an inally came th question f the hire of follower. 
21 
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e took seven to begin with. Ont: of them, Li, small, youthful, 

and marked with smallpox, looked more of a hillman than Chinese, 

though he hailed from the Yangtse. To him was given the command 

of the others, with the title of mahtoll, or leader of the caravan. 

Chinete orking rude Crane. 

His subordinates 

were simple mu­

let e~s, rna/ous, 

paid at the rate 

of seven taels a 

month through 

him. He re­

ceived more, 

would cater for 

the men, do the 

sam }Vork as • they, and act as 

farrier and et. 

to the expedi­

tion. I n his 

lahe.r capacity 

he did not omit 

to ask for an 

ad nc to pur­
chase drug 

ome of 

arrangements had afterwards to be modified, but for tb 

our. mafous were all smiles and ; the day 

engagement they brought us 

apportioned, saddles adjusted, 

grea t ~emulaeS: 
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the duties. " If in three days my men don't learn how to work," 

said he, with a significant gesture, "I take a board and touch them 

up behind." The Chinese do not look far ahead;' the present is 

enough for them as long as they are well off. An incident occurred 

here which was characteristic. Sao and a Cantonnese lad, 

Fran~ois' personal attendant, quarrelled, and th7 Annamite struck 

the Chinese with a hatchet. I do not know which was in fault; 

but the interpreter, naturally taking the part of his compatriot, 

without referring to us, straightway lodged a formal complaint. 

The matter might have become complicated; so we ~nterposed, 

and, putting Sao under temporary arrest, deposited a sum of 

money with M. Guerin-one part for the care of the Chinese, and 

the other as an indemnity. I may add that the servant, a true 

Celestial, preferred the gain to the grievance. 

One of the chief difficulties .of the traveller in China is that of 

money. The coin must be carried in bulk. We intrusted our stock 

of piastres to three jewellers, who melted them down at the rate of 

a thousand a day. A powder thrown into the fused mass caused 

the copper to separate, the silver was run into moulds, and we 

received it in dainty ingots, pitted with small holes like a sponge, 

and inscribed with Chinese characters. We sent a portion of our 

meltings on to the care of the missionary at Tali-Fou. There is a 

company formed for the transmission of money by post in the 

ith in9\J1al1ce against loss by robbery; but unhappily 

in operation between Mongtse and Tali. We were 

a draft on Un nan- en, whence the mission would 

he firs banker applied to noiused the accommocla-

hat had been issued 

I recognised 'once 

c ily another 
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was found whose official fears ere not proof against his money 

greed, and our remaining specie was transformed into twp cheques 

of 4.000 and 2,000 taels; We gained by the exchange, as our silver 

received a value of 20 per cent. over, the capital. 

I t may be imagined that all these dispositions were not com­

pleted in a day. Before arriving at any result much' time was 

consumed in arguing, bargaining, and making c/zanr-/itufg in 

Chinese parlance. We turned the intervals to advantage by 

examining the town and its environs, and in conversation with 

the few European residents. 

Mongtse contains about 1 1,000 inhabitants. The place Dffers 

but little of interest; and is quiet. The people, accustomed 0 

. the going and coming of whites, appeared indifferent to our 

proceedings, although the most extravagant reports had been 

spread about our arrivaL It was said that a king's son (ChiQese, 

"tc/Zingouan," prince) was coming up to 10ngtse with a thou~nd 
armed men. I was used to these legends. E very week on market 

day the streets presented an interesting spectacle. At the entranc«; 

outside the rampart, long strings of carrier oxen stood waiting 

behind the straw-wrapped bales of yarn or sheets of tin for 

custom-house examination. Crowds 0 country folk thronged 

gate, the Poula element predominating. The women of 

race, with round faces sheltered under linen bonnets 

res mbling those of the Little Sisters of the Poor, crouched DelilCle 

baskets of vegetables. The men wore small opeD vests and 

blue turban, cou d which they twisted their pigtails. 

old beggar woman chanted her nasal plaint to the &CCOmPaaiI_at 

of obJcng castanets. be was not be 
an Esmera1da,-but Po thre her a 

the tinker, ith his prQ~_al cry 
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little distance squatted some men round a mat, silent for the most 

part, but each attentive to what was going on round him, as 

shown by the small and glittering yeo orne rustics who had 

Poula omen, 1ongtse. 

made good bargains stopped to gamble away most of their gams 

to the Chine . An umbrella with pink silk fringe came in view. 

and at sight of us was hastily and jealously lowered by the 

modest charmer. Mongtse and Lingau-Fou are said to be the 
2 
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nly two Chinese town where ladies of rank come out on foot 

in this guise. I paused at the stall of a silversmith, and watched 

him at work as amonO" the Laos tact::. his silver plate resting 

upon a wax mould fixed to a block, while with mall t and chis I 

he shaped his trinkets. A murmur behind us apprised us of th 

. approach of some notable and we drew ourselves up to let the 

proce sion pass. First advanced matchlock men, fairly well et 

up with flaO"s and a gong beater at their h ad. In rear of them 

were borne wooden placards, banners representing the Imperial 

dragon, and a huge screen in shape like a leaf. The. ~ llow d 

ix boys in long red and green skirts, with · caps of the same 

colours, and a bi gold sword at the shoulder. ext came men 

armed with tridents, and two others blowing trumpets-the long 

copp r trumpet well known amongst the pirates of Tonkin for its 

rallying note. Mor long-robed children, xtinguisheci. under 

pointed astrol ger. I hat , and shouting for all they were worth. 

Then civil dignitaries; men of letters with crystal buttons; 

mounted mandarins in silk robes brocaded with gold, and hors -

tails aving from their hats. And last of all, th main figure, 

lolling in his heavy green litter, ~as borne the tclumtai' or military 

chi f. 

This eneral Ma was a go d friend to us. 

was big and corpulent, with an aquiline nose. 

In appearance he 

I n faith a M u~sul-

man, and well disposed t the French; in all difficulties between 

the missionaries and the 'authorities he tried to make things 

smooth. Following a visit which we paid him, came an invita­

tion to a great feast which lasted fully two hours and a half. . The 

Mussulman cuisine was excellent, and consisted of plates of rice, 

potatoes, mutton killed according to the rites and prepared strictly 

without pig's fat. F or drink we had champagne altetnating with 
28 
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"tchaotiou" (Chinese o.d.v.). We were offered a vintage dating 

from 1870, and brought from the capital. The general insisted 

on drinking healths with each of us in turn, without heel-taps. 

His children-a large-eyed little girl of an Indian type of face, 

and a boy with a fine fur-embroidered cap-came in to see us, 

and made the round of the table, bowing before each guest. Our 

host appeared very fond of them, which is common ~nough in 

China i but he had an exceptionally frank manner towards 

foreigners- a disposition I have remaorked among Chinoese Mussul­

mans very differ nt from that of their Buddhist ft 1l0w-c9untrymen. 

The missionaries rarely have to complain of persecution at the 

hand f the Houi-houi or the H oue-dzeu, as the disciples of 

Mahomet are called in China. 0 far from attacking the Christians, 

they somp.times even support them; but they never become con­

verts. I You have a God," they say to our priests; "so have we: 

we both have a book' I t us be friends." 

The gel eral did not speak to us on religion. He came to 

s u at the consulate on foot with a small retinu , which for a 

mandarin showed a very unusual freedom from formality. He 

was interested in our firearms, and inquired their co!:>t; and 

hearing us express orne wish, sent us milk and native cigars as 

a present. I think if I had never had to do with any Chinese 

but Ma I should have formed a diffi rent opinion of his com­

patriots. 

Besides the consular and mIssiOnary staff, we found very 

agreeable society at the custom-house. The superintendent was 

an American, Mr. Carl, a connection of Sir Robert Hart, and 

well qualified to give me interesting commercia statistics. The 

greater part of the merchandise is of English origin, ° and 

comes from Canton by pese. The trade returns give a total 



FROM TO KI TO INDI 

of 2, I 5,200 taels, in which Tonkin un fortuna ely IS only repre­

sented by 313,9 3 ta"ls. The. lowness in the development of 

our commerce with China is to be attributed to three chief 

causes:-

(I) Our houses do not study the taste or pocket of the natives. 

(2) Freight on the Red Riv r is t 0 high. For instance, 

wicker chairs at fifty piastres have to pay thirty piastres from 

Hon -Kong to Manhao. 

(3) alt, which formerly served as a medium of exchange 

between Tonkin and YUnnan can no longer, thanks to clause 

in the Treaty of 18 5, e introduced into that province. 

\Ve know our errors; it is ~ r us t r m dy them, if we 

would profit by the pri ileged commercial p'osition which Tonkin 

gi es us on the flank of China. I cannot too strongly insist 

on the danger there is of our playinG" the rol f the hare ~ the 
• English tortoise. \, hilst writing these lin s I have before me 

the last Report of the Royal Geographical ociety, in which is 

marked by a dotted line the railway itt course of constructz'01l 

from Mandalay to the fr ntier of China. The English have 275 

miles in a straight line to traverse. W, who from Hanol to 

Laokay have only 135 miles, or half as far,-what are w 

doing? 

The reader will pardon this digression, and impute it s lely 

to my desire to attract attention, whenever J have the ccasion, 

to questions ften neglected, and moreover of exc .ptional gravity 

for the future expansion of our trade. 

The grounds of the custom-house adjoined those of the 

consulate. A house is valued here at from 2,000 to 3,000 taeJs, 

the expense being largely nhanced from the distance which 

wood for building has to be brought. Although verandahs are 
2 
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common, one ne d scarcely seek shelter from the sun; the 

climate of Mongtse is plendid; except in the two rainy months 

(J une- July, r July- August), it is almost always fine: The plain 

is healthy for uropeans. The natives have to fear the plague, 

which is endemic, and seems to hunt certain localities of YUnnan 

without any cause. The ickness generally comes in the summer, 

and sometimes claims four thousand or five thousand victim's. 

First to be attack d are the rats, which may then be seen 
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scampenng In the streets, jumping and writhing as if mad. Then 

comes the turn of the cats. I t is if the p ison rGSe from the 

cyround, and, mounting, infected in · succession all it met: I n the 

case of human beings the malady sl'lOws itself by a welling of 

the glands. The missionaries have successfully employed as a 

' remedy a strong emetic. Europeans are seldom included in its 

ra a es. 

The food resources are plentiful; mutton and beef one owes 

to the Mussulmans; and fruit and v getables, uropean as w 11 

as native, abound; strawberries, peaches, apricots, and IlU s being 

cyood. There are many pretty walks in the neighbourho d; in 

the mountains you may .find silver pheasant and hares, while 

the rice - fields of the plain teem . with water-fowl and white 

herons. The Chinese protect the latter birds; they say they 

carry the souls of the dead to heaven; and upon their t(!Nubs in 

their religious designs they give a symbolical significance to the 

heron analogous to that which we give to the dove. There i 

something similar among the ancient Egyptians. 

E,uropeans receive two posts a week-one through the custom­

house, the other through the consulate; they com~ in five days 

overland from Laokay via Sinchai:. 



CH PTE R II 

F ROM MONGTS E TO S UMAO 

D parture from 10ngts - Descent to lanhao-Cro s the Red River-Mafqu Fears­
Exploration- n the Right n nk; A cent-Difficulties with our Men- The Hou­

i - - t Fong-c!lcn-lin-Ho pitality f a Chinese Mandarin-Hydrauli Pestles­
The Lilltindjous- Holl- is again- By the River Side- District of the PaYs-Fir t 

pp nrance of Lolos- w r ativ of the Miaotse Tribe- A Few Words on the 
~ atives of Yi.innan- Pretty ountry by the River- I a; Particulars of-Hou- ; 
Ad\'enture-Souto; Discovery of Lolo MSS.- Fresh Facts about the HOll- is and 
the PaYs- ' t Lou-tchou j Lodge with a Lolo Chief j Information concerning the 
Lolos- ur Followers-Franc;ois-The Urchin- Victims of a Theft- Our Prisoners 
- D ath of my Hor - Difficult Pas age of the La-niou-ho-Ren wed Trouble 
\ ;th the bfous- More Natives, the Hatous-Pa age of the Black River- Fire 1-
:\111ong-I '-Hnlt at Muong-Ie j Tidings f M. Pavie- The Market; Trade Statistics 
- S ne among' the Mafou - n the Road again j a Hailstorm, and its Effects­
\: or hip of the W 6d Dei\y- ln th En in of the Mekong- Forest Bivouac-sooth 
Ki lom~tre-Chantzeu and his Steed- Pretty Scen ry-Arri al ::tt Ssumao. 

W E quitt d Mongtse finally on the .2 7th February. What we 

did not take with us we left in the care of the consul, to be 

despatched by caravan to YUnnan- en and Tali. By the same 

rout we were to receive a chest of a thousand rupees and some 

photograph plates which had not yet reached Mongtse. 

Our start was the signal for the lettin CT off of crackers and 

mu kets. II this uproar, which IS a conventional attention In 

China on the arrival or departure of travellers, was not at all to 

th tast of our horses, and caused them to be restive. I n a . 
couple of months you might have fired a field-piece witho t 

making the same rn-out beasts twitch an ear 

3S 
• 
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The usual road to sumao and the We t was by way of 

Yuenkiang and Ta-Ian; so, when we turn d our faces again 

towards 'lanhao ran<rois officiou Iy w. s for tting us riO"ht. 

But we purpo ly adopted this slightly long r route, which, though 

kno\! n, is not mark d on the maps. s we retraver ed the pI in, 

strewn with iron-ore, w a\ flocks of grey cran with black 

head , I okin in the di tance like peasants at work. With the 

appr ach to the mountains the flora chang d; I found O"na­

phalium, asters pretty pink primroses, and by the ide f these 

plants of high altitudes om small crims n azaleas such are 

met ~ ith on the b nks f the Black lver. The weather, which 

had pr mi d wen, suddenly changed, and we were c ught in 

a torm of hail. At onc the son s ceas d; sil ntly we plo d d 

10 Indian file, the hor s lipping and faJIing c ntinuall. It was 

th beginning of our trouble. I dropp d behind, and ~ost the 

way. R ux came back and ought me in the dark; we could 

not s e \! here to place our feet and it was with difficulty and 

many tumbles that \ e at length gained our camp. Rarely had 

a cup of tea seemed so efr shing. 

The next day we were back again among the quaint Cone 

Hill . ot far from here I noticed in a fi Id a bier co er d with 

hay and surrounded with th rn branches; the dead body awaited 

tran port over the m untain f, r burial in consecrat d ground. 

We hared ur sleeping quarters that night with a caravan of tin. 

At all the inns they feed the animals on chopped straw, so that 

the sound of the cutter was going pretty nearly all night. s 

the stage had been a short one, we had tasted the charm of 

arriving early, and it was pleasant at sundown to get into the 

open country far from the din of the caravan and the chatter of 

the Chinese. I seated myself on a mound above the path. 
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.watched a group of Poula women laden with wood, the weight 

of which was sustained by a linen band across the forehead. n 
, 

catching sight of me they hesitated whether to advanc , but at 

last p1ucked up heart to pass in a body. 

On the 1St March, in the morning, we re-entered Manhao after 

a few ordinary experienc s by th way. We met two men carrying 

n the Red River. 

a corpse by head and h. Is, slung to a bough on which a sacrificial 

cock as fa tened. The corteg, preceded by a man gently 

tapping a small (Yong. disapp ared up a narrow defile. and we heard 

the rec ding ob of the ong long after it was lost to view. 

Unbeliever these Chinese may be, but they will tray r e mountains 

for th sake of burying their dead in hall wed gro'Jnd. At another 

pl~ce e encountered a minor chief with the usual accompaniment 
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of red flags, scarlet robes biu trousers, and y llow straw hats, 

contributing with the bri ht sun!)hine in an arid country to a 

dazzling and picturesque effect. t Manh 0 we only stopped for 

breakfa t, deeming it more prudent not to halt our folIo ers long in 

a tow\ as' ,ere about t att mpt the rout on the right bank 

of th ono -COl of which Roux and I had found the be ·inning. 

To cross the river we had to put the saddles and loads -on mall 

rafts and then tried to pass the animals over by swimming. 

The e, hov ever, did not see it in the same light, despite shouts, 

and bim s, and olleys of stones fr m the urchins in th crowd 

which had come out to ee us. Aft r prolonged strug I sand 

break away s\ earin man triumphed ver stubborn brute, and by 

dint of lifting the intractable ones a ho f at a time on to th raft 

we all got over. The makotou proved himself r sourceful i but as 

for Fran~ois, he contented himself with playing th part ~ the fly 

on the c ach-wheel, and st od by th brink dangling his day's 

food - three fishes on a string-and offering useles advice. ur 

mafous expres cd great surprise when we announced that we 

should camp farther on. They did n t know th way,-th re were 

no mns. 'What v ere th tents for, if not to sleep ill the open? " 

said we. " H w were th basts to fed? "_It Carry grain for 

them, and three day' supplies ~ r yourselves." Francrois then struc 

in : There were pirat s on the right bank, and they had long guns. 

_ ot 0 much the bett r i we shall be abl t photograph th m. " 

ft , as cl < r that our people had not reckoned on this style of 

travel, and counted n following main roads and always sleeping 

within fi ur wan ; the Annamites, on the other hand, followed us 

in silenc The delay at the ferry made it impossible 

night, so we camp d on a sandbank by the river, and aM~°lenced 

the real joy of being independent in the middle of ou troop. 
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From here the true work of exploration might be said to begin. 

Before us' lay the unknown. I erhaps illusion sometimes colours 
, 

our impressions. Well, illusion let it be! I believe in dreams, and 

pity thos . w~ose sterile minds no impulse ever stirs. 

Amongst the la.t,ter might be classed our mafous; they were no 

dreamers. Yet, was it i~agination that led them to take two 

shining sparks in the thicket behind' us for living panther's eyes? 

We had to fire our guns to reassure them. These fellows began to 

see that our journey meant business. On arrival at the camping-

.. groun~ one of t~e mllles was miss~ng, having been allowed to 

straggle by the way. What was worse, it was one that carried 

specie. After two hours' search it was led in; but these early 

troubles disheartened th makotou, . who sat himself down and w pt, 

declarin lhat he cO,!ld not do everything by himself. We soothed 

him with cori1mendation, . nd he' pr sently forgot his woes in the 

consolation of his opium pipe. 

He w uld n t perhaps have slept so soundly had he known what 

awaited u on the' n xt day- -one of the hardest for man and beast 

in the whole of this part of the undertaking. A we k later we 

could not have performed this stag, at least in one piece. It was 

uphill all th way and fairly good going, but followed the crests 

ithout d viation. I pitied our animals: the horses struggled 

gam ly, scrambling up the steepest bits, and every now and then 

stopping abruptly to r gain their wind. The march seemed 

unending; no soon r had we topped one summit than another rose 

beforf! us. Once the track I d us throu h a wood, where we aw 

som natives hunting a stag with bar-spears, a dog, and a horn like 

tl}e 

I marvelled at the agility with which they sprang over 

I n the afternoon we pas ed from the valley of the 

into ' that of one of its tributaries. The hillsides here 
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were vered for two-thirds of their h i ht with rice-fields, rising 

in rea ular terrae S, ov r which water trickled in a series of cascades 

tha litter d like gla in the sun. The tr am was nducted in 

canals who e horizontal lines could be discerned for m~ny miles 

folIo, ina the cont ur of the hills. Thi method of irrigati n was 

. quite a \ ork of art, all the embankments beina thrown up by 
• 

hand and stamped hard by [0 t. In Mada ascar th rice-fields 

occupy only the hollows; here they scaled even the flanks of the 

hil1 , and I could not but reflect on th capabilities which thes 

peasants mi ht develop in the va t tract [ fertil land unu. ed in 

our colonies. ere and there were 5 ar patch of tr .es or 

crub, with groups of enormous bamboos and a profusion of vari d 

f, rns. In thi damp climate it wa not uncommon to start in th 

morning in thick mist, which rendered th path 0 slippery th t h 

h r es could not keep th ir footing on th shining r ck an .s dd n 

grass; and fall were frequent. The mafous wh hiver a 

50° Fahr., grumbled and inv nted fresh pretexts every day for 

shortening the stage. It, as now the 3rd of March, and already they 

talked of 1 aving us. The interpreter, of whose sullen di position 

we had also had e idenc , join d them and announc that he 

would go no farther with us. His conceit was unendurable, and 

often made him ridiculous. One day, upon Roux making some 

remark on the route, Francroi told him there were Chinese maps. 

" Yes; but they are no ood, II replied my companion. 

" You rench say that, because we have three thousand w rds, 

and you can't under tand them, II was th rejoinder. 

We were plac d in a somewhat awk ard pr dicament; for we 

w re dep ndent on our mulet ers, and could neither he t at 

Manbao find others to replace them. We adopted conti 

measures, and. by lightening the undoubt dly severe Ja 



FROM ONGTSE TO SSUMA 

mafous and slightly increasing · Fran<;ois' pay, tided ov~r the 

difficulty. The treaty of peace was cemented by the slaughter of 

a fat pig, and we were" Tajen ho !" (" the gr at and good ") once 

more. 

The villages wh re we usually pa sed the nights in more or 

Ie s discomfort were collections of thatched huts from twenty to 

sixty in number, in the best of which we spread our rugs on 

wooden bedsteads, and, to my surprise, were not devoured by 

fleas. Beyond a few Chinese traders and innkeepers, the popula­

tion was for the mo t part Poula or Hou-Ni. The approach to 

a Hou- i village was generally marked by posts to which small 

bamboo p gs w re suspended,-in one case a quartered cock 

tran fix d by an arrow, in another a bow; all of which wer 

suppos d to avert evil spirit. The Hou-Nis of this district 

s emed of pur bre d and pronounced type; the m n muscular 

and dark, with straight noses, small chins, and an xpression of 

much energy. They wore a loose dark blue jacket with silver 

buttons, and n arly all had on the left arm a copper bracelet of 

hines make. Their hair was plaited in a t iI, and often 

covered by a horsehair cap. We had heard good reports of 

them as hardy but independent mountaine rs, not very amenable 

to Chinese supremacy. The costume of the women was a black 

turban with folds falling behind or gathered in front into two 

horns, with a band a<.rO s the forehead adorned .with silver studs, 

sometimes with a cross in the centre, while others bore a disc 

of the same metal on the br ast. A f, w had an over-garment 

with a la Robespierre. 1 had seen Yao women 

abo similarly dress d. We constantly met them on 

the th their bask ts on their shoulders fastened to ' a 

on th neck to avoid chafing, and a forehead strap 



OM TO TKIN TO I DIA 

t take the weight. Whenever they saw us they turned their 

backs and plun d into the thicket. 

At a di tance these native ' in their monochrome f blue-black 

presente a ombr appearanc. We photographed a few Hou­

tS In one of their villag s at Ba-kopo. They c \11 thems Iv s 

"Hou- ia, ' but scarcely sound the" a." Their women are valued 

hin Girl bel< re It r II ou. . 

at [[Om sixteen 

to thirty-six 

taels, and the 

rich h ve two 

WIV S. They 

inter their dead, 

and mark their 

mournmg b a 

strip ~f whit 

lin n 11 t 

had. Th Ir 

reli ion IS the 

worship of an-

cestor They 

rent th ground 

f, r ti1Ja )'e from 

th distnct of , 

K· i-hoa, ut they have no other impost than thi land tax. The 

vernm nt gives them a Chines chief, who resid s at Koate i 

and they have al 0 a headman of their own of I s importance, to 

whom they give the titl "tien-nj." Interr gat d as to rna cripts, 

th y r plied that they had none of th ir wn an no 

character but Chinese. They had a musical 

three-stringed guitar, from which they get a very soft tone. 
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