
FROM T NI(IN TO INDIA 

measure thlls obtained is 2 lbs. , Chinese, eight tsiens. A pound 

is worth thirty sapecks. The salt is sent to Teng-Yueh and 

Yung-Tchano', but does not go to T al i. Work is only can'i d 

on for se en days m a month, and about 3,000 lbs. of salt are 

de patched in that time. The workings are common ; anyone 

can hare in them by paymg to the mandarin a rent, which 

varies according to the number of labour rs. 

s we left Tien-eul-tsin we noticed pagodas on the hillside 

above some rocks, on which were engraved inscriptions. In the 

middle of them appeared a figure of the CToddess Khou-an-yn, 

m the pose of a madonna with flowing drapery: the head was 

m profile, with a hood encircled by an aureole. imilar designs 

exist in Japan. Farther on we passed another salt-mine village, 

from which aro e columns of smoke, before coming to Ytin-Iong­

cheou, a town only by virtue of its administration. The m~darin. 

who entertain d us, had a garrison of but thirt n men. Here 

we were on the bank of the river Pi-kiang, which flows from the 

mountains of Likiang into the Mekong at two days' distance. 

The directions furnished us as to the route to follow were 

vague. They were to the effect that w ought to reach the 

Lan-Tsang-kiancr (Mekong) in two days, and should be able to 

cross it by a bridge. But on the oth r side we should find 

ourselves m the territory of the" barbarians," according to J 0seph, 

and with paths impracticable for mules. The approaches to the 

alwen were regarded with dr ad. A local pr0verb says, "He 

who would cross the Loutze-kiang should sell his wife before 

he starts." ur men did not seem to make any actual demur 

to going forward; they doubted our persisting to any distance, 

but. on our attempting to procure an xtra mac' u for three 

more mules we held bought, we found it impos to induce 
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anyone of the dist rict to (0110\1,1 us farther in a westerly direction. 

One of our other mafl)us prepared himself for all eventualities by 

offering to the gods in the pagoda where we were, rice, tchaoti.)u, 

and pork, and by burning candles before the two altars with 

repeated prostratirHls. 

From Yun-long the route ascended over a Jow shoulder into 

a wooded an? t urfy country, in which we passed through a 

Lolc and Minchia village of long arched <hvellings. S traw was 

dryi ng in the yards stacked on horizontal bars in layers to 

a height of 19 feet. and covered by a small pent-roof. As the 

village was crowded with ::mothcr caravan, we encamped beyond 

in a fir-grove hard by a torrent, and enjoyed the seclusion and 

magn ificent prospect a t a height of 7,800 feet. This enjoyment 

would h(lve been more generally ' shared by the rest of our troop 

could they have divested thelll!?elves of some foreboding for the 

future. Only that morning. in conversation with Joseph, I had 

learned of a road which branched northward from the bridge over 

the Mekong. ." But, " said lie, ., we must not think of taking 

it, bec~use the re's sickness in the district; Lcc::tuse the mountains 

are stupendous; because, in a word, the Lissom; art there!" 

was content to abide the Issue, and let them talk. 

The 26th (J line) was very hot, and the glare from the 

slaty rock trying; but in the afternoon we came in sight of 

the muddy Mekong. and presently joining its course, turned up 

the left bank. The volume of its waters that came tumbling 

down with tum ul t and in waves shouldering each other as if panic. 

driven strengthened our previous concept ion of its force. \Ve 

fOllnd the bridge a little farther ; it was merciy a footway on 

chains bet.)V~en two stone piers such as we had seen before, 

with the dve forming a boil ing rapid underneath. The bridge 
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itself was ixty-si ' paces. In length, but, reckoning from the edge 

of the wood where the piers commenced, the width of the river at 

this point was about seventy-six yards. ~ ing northward up stream 

this is the last bridge on the Mekong before those which span the 

two arms at Tsiamdo, on the main road between P kin and Lhac;a. 

fter crossing the river a large gat way confr nted liS, throuCTh 

which we en tered the street of the village of F y-Iong-kiao. On 

either side the regular white buildings with their grey roofs, backed 

by the darker hills and coffee-coloured water, imparted quite a 

charming air to the place. Within, it was the same as other Chinese 

towns. squalid and dirty, like a woman who hides the ugliness 

of age beneath a showy dress. 

\ e put up in a room above the gateway, reached by a narrow 

ladder stair. The basement was g iven up to idols. But instead 

of the tawdry image we had grown us .d to, with g~t sque • features taring at you in ranks lik dolls at a fair waiting the 

day of destruction, I was astonished to find myself before deities 

of a much more venerable aspect. n the righ t was a little old 

figure, with a cowl like a monk's upon a gilded head adorn d with 

a flowing white beard. He reminded m of Father hristmas. 

I n the middle of the altar was another, indistinguishabl save for 

some traces of a former gilded splendour in the dark wood of 

which he was g raven. At th feet of the larg ones were mInor 

di..,initi ,or they may have been priests, in a sort of cassock, and 

black with -ge. These austere gods seem d to watch with the 

sam ai r of immovable disdain the damage of the wasting years, 

while the river without repeated in its ceaseless roar the uncb.ang­

ing tale of centuries which rolled before their feet. 

Taturally, our first care at y-Iong-kiao was to put questions 

regarding the route The replies were uniformly discouraging. 
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., South· west there were roads leading into Burmah, "-thank you 

for nothing. T o the north ?- There was but one, and that 

ascended the left bank of the l\'l ekong. But in proportion as they 

insisted that it was impossible to travel by the right bank, that the 

count ry was impassable, perilous, peopled by savages, so our desi re 

to make the attempt increast:d. The f<.lrthest Chinese village was 

two days ' march north·west of Fey-Iong-kiao. \V,- would attain 

that. a nd then it would be time to see what mort: could be done. 

Anyway, I was determined to go on t ill some morc real obs tacle 

than the (ears of OU f men should stop us. 

As predicted, it took us tWi) days to reach Lao. \·Ve went up 

by a fairly good zigzag path ovt: r the chain that divides the 

Mekong basin from that of the Salwen. The fi rst night we halted 

in a hut aboll t 1,000 feet short of the SUllllll i l. \Ve were astonished 

to fi nd he re Manhao, the mafou .who at 1\1 ienning had stabbed the 

makotou. H e related that the latter, recovered of his wounds, 

had gone bal:k to i\'l ongtse with F ran~ois. and prcferrt:d a requt:st 

to be taken back into our service It may be imagined wha t 

recepti/?n 1 gave to one who had proved so ready with his knife. 

T hroughout the latter portion of our ascent we wcre esc0jt~d by 

two soldiers, as a protection against attack from Lolo or Lissou 

robbers. I confess I placed more reliance in my revolver than in 

the cross-bow and trident which formed the armament of our 

warriors. On the col I remarked on either side of the path a 

fOW of sma ll sharpened bamboo stakes bu ried in the grou nd to 

pierce the bare feet of possible brigands. 

use a like method of defence. 

T he 1\1015 of Annam 

\Ve d ropped down into the Sal wen basin bet"feen wooded hills 

that sheltered rare hamlets. Round thelll the fie lds under cultiva­

tion were fenced with palisades of interlaced bamboo against the 
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incursions of wild animals. The fauna of the mountains was ric\1 

in deer, chamois, monkeys, and wilt! ox n. but we heard of no 

tirrers. 

\\ e stopped at Lao, wh r the gapIng crowd f hinese had a 

mor cut-throat look than usual. They could give us no clearer 

information than at Fey-Iong-kiao. ne rout led to tbe alw 11, 

which they called th heloung-kiang, but it was not possible to 

go farther north b cause of the jejcu (savages). We r solved 

to e for ourselves, and n xt mornina mov d off slowly, for it 

behoved us to be patient with our mafous, who, thou?'h tired, were 

perform in their work w 11. Th way wound up the defile of the 

torrent we had begun to follow on the day before; brushwood and 

boulders obstructed the passag , and the mul s had to pick their 

footing cleverly among the treacherous shingle. At sundown th 

column was ch cked for half an hour at an aLrupt landsl~. Tb 

makotou, who had been in advance, came back with tb news lh t 

the path wa cboked by a mass of rock, and that several of the 

animals had rolled down the slope. As night was approaching, we 

camped where we were, on a bank of shale. Above, the mouth 

of the gorge was dimly outlined ag3.inst a triangular patch of sky, 

and the dark bushes that lined the channel were lit with dancing 

fireflies. The men beneath the sheltering pack-saddles talked 

t ether in low ton s by the glare of the fire till far into th night, 

whil withou t the circle of light the shadowy forms of th mules 

moved or lay among the reeds. Little by little sil nee fell ver 

the camp, and the choing torrent alan brok the stillne s. 

Apart fr m the arduous nature of the road, the day had offi r 

little of incident. We had sighted some natives fishing down 

stream with bamboos, to which a bunch of w rms wa ti d ; they 

thrust the r d under the large rocks, and netted the catch in an 
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oSIer basket with the other hand. The fish thus landed ave raged 

about 8 inches long, the breast and belly were broad and [he head 

flat, with a wide mouth like a dog-fi sh. The flesh was palatable. 

It was on leaving the shingle c<Lmp that the real struggle 

began against obstacles more formidable than we had yet en· 

countered. The path got worse and worse, and the men had to 

precede the mules, pick in hand, and break a tr;lck across the 

shoot of rubble and loose stones. By this means we won a pre­

carious foothold, though in some places the projecting crags 

thrust us out over dangerous declivities. Stepping cautiously in 

Indian fi le, we escaped any worse acciden t than the fall of one 

mule, which luckily recovered itself unhurt. 

The valley flora was unlike that of the 5,ooo-feet plateaux 

we had trave rsed. H ere the tr~es had dense foliage, their lower 

boughs often covered with fruit; acacias grew close, and fig-t rees 

smothered in g igantic creepers and a broad·leaved moss. On 

every side were orchids, and ferns with spiral fronds twining 

round the central stem. '1 he prolific forest teemed with plants 

of rar~ grace and trop ical profusion. But ilS su nless depths and 

rank undergrowth exhaled miasma and a fever-laden moisture; so 

that, ahhough the temperature was not high, we perspired in the 

clamp heat at each heavy step, and breathed a tepid vapour that 

made us believe the reputation for insalubrity given by the Chinese 

to the valley of the Sal wen. 

Our camp of the 29th (J une) was still by the torrent. Our 

men had exhausted their provisions-a lesson to them to be more 

provident, aod to attend to our orders that they should always 

carry three or four days' supplies. Fortunately, we had a ham 

and some rice to share with them. 10 the morning, as I went 

to bathe In the river, I d iscovered a Jiana bridge swung from 
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t\ 0 mi hly trees, a tight-rope dancer's line above the flood. A 

wild-lo kin bing was just about to step 11 to it, m rging from 

I know not where. At sight of me he stopped short In startled 

amazement; then abruptly f c d about, and, scrambling down the 

left bank, plunged into the reeds and disappeared. The whole 

called up before me descriptions I had read of traveller 

In outh America, and I pictured mys If in for an dventure 

with those ferocious sava 'es of Aymard, who with sr ak -like 

lide and stealthy bird-call creep upon you unawares. Putting 

aside fancy, it seemed like nough we should make acquaint;mce 

with ava es. \i\ e were now in really undiscovered country: no 

European had ever hitherto penetrated so fa r. 

I t was near noon before we deb uch d upon the valley 

proper of the alwen, the g radients of the sides being less steep 

than those of the 1 ekon. The heloung-kiang, Lo~kiang, 

or alwen, as it is variously called, flows at its base in an aver­

age br aclth of 120 yards; its waters are easily distinguish d 

from those uf the Lan-tsang-kiang (Mekong), for while the latter 

are reddish brown, the alwen's are a dirty grey. At the point 

where w struck it the current seemed less rapid than the 

Mekong; the temperature of the water was 66° ahr. The 

level of the alwen is only 3,087 feet, or J ,625 ~ et lower than 

the Mekong. Without admitting a shallower d pth than i the 

case, it is difficult to beli ve that so great a body of water can 

issue from so short a course as that indica! d by the latest 

English map of Thibet, published in 1894. The impression we 

derived was of a large river coming from far. 

We ascended th valley by a w II-defined path to the neat 

village of Loukou, built after the Chines model. I t was girt 

with maize-fields gua'rd d by palisades or mud waITs. The 
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popula tion consisted of Chinese, Minchias, and Lissous. The 

natives are ruled by a Lissou toussou. This mag!1ate, after an 

exchange of cards, invited us to lodge 111 his house; but we 

preferred the open plain outside the village, as the search for 

some ml S111g mules necessitated a halt of two days instead of 

on. We made the toussou a present of a handkerchief, some 

pictures, and a box of powder, anJ he paid us a visit, dressed 

in white and with his hair long, a sign of mourning. He was 

a half-bre d, with more of the hinp.se than Lissou In him, and 

of much intelli crence. His family had migrated hither from 

etchuen with the coming of the Mings. To his official occupa­

tion he added that of a trader, with thirty mules and six men 

mployed in the traffic of salt from Ytin-Loung to YLin-tchang 

and Teng-Yueh. This toussou knew the district well , and gave 

us useful information beyond ~ur expectation. I I said a path, 

which thoug h insig nificant was practicable, went henc 111 a 

northerly dir ction. I t was confined for several days to this 

valley, tr nding . first towanl that of the Mekong and afterwards 

back n to th watershed between the Vvvo The route scaled 

on high mountain , but without snow. For eight day_' journ y 

we should ~nd subject Li sous, then for two or three the j ejCtt, 

"qui reglt1ztur a mt!Iz's homi1libus et vivunt ttt ani1tlalia," as 

Joseph put it. The friendly toussou promised us a letter to a 

n ighbouring colleague. and provided us with a guid who would 

also act as an interpr ter among the Lissous. This new mem­

ber of our caravan who likewise served as a mafou, was a tall, . , 
rect man, W1th a marked aquiline nose and straight-s t eyes; 

in his copper comll xion he resembled a Reds 111. Among the 

inh bitants of the village we observed many who seemed to 

have littl 111 common with th yellow race. ne woman I 
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not d: she was bronzed, with a projecting brow and arched 

eyebrows. Her eyes, instead of being lustreless, were deep-set 

and straight, and the ' underlid was fuller than tho of the 

Chinese. H er nose was sh rt, and wide at the base, and her 

face broad at the temples and tapering to a pronounced chin. 

H er whole countenance d Doted greater sensibility and vivac ity 

than the Chin se, and was nearer in its general aspect to the 

European type, reminding me of gipsies I had seen in Russia. 

he was a Lissou. 

The toussou gave us particulars about oth r routes. Accord­

ing to him, there exi ted a path by the right bank f the 

Salwen, which traversed first a large watercourse known as the 

Long- ong-kiang, then the M y-le-kiang, and e:1ded in the Long­

Tchouan-kiang. It was difficult to identify these rivers. This 

route was peopl d by the Lansous, noted for the beauty of their 

women, and the Pou-Mans, who live not by agriculture bur by 

hunting. vVe employed our rest in questioning the g uide as to 

the tribe to which he belonged . I studied the Lissou dialect, 

which resembled that of the Lochais and the Lolos. By his 

account, the Lissous cam here four (?) generations ago from 

Nang-king, which accorded with a similar tradition among the 

Lolos. F arther on we were to learn that the Lissous themselves 

spoke of a country wher they had formerly lived, wh re there 

were elephants. They must, th n, have come from the south. 

Our mules being all collected by the 4th (July), and our men 

rested, on the morning of that date we again moved forward. 

For the whole of that day we were in the alwen valley i now 

above, now beside the river. Few people were to be seen, and 

little cultivation i rice, maize, and cotton in flower, which must 

be annual, as the plants were little more than a foot high. In 
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all directions were strewn limestone fra o-ments amid scanty herbage. 

with here and there a cactus to g ive the scene a IiI< ness to Africa. 

The river alternated between broad rcaches lapping -sandy bars 

and foaming rapids like the Mekong-. The spectacle formed by 

the misty spray of the cataracts was grand in the xtr me. The 

Salw n bore down on its Losom laro-e trunks of trees which, caught 

in the eddies, or held in th backwaters, accumulated n every 

creek. Th water had begun to ri sco 

We continued on the 5th (July) th' ascent of the same well ­

wooded vall y, passing a Lissou village, Oum lan, where the house­

walls were chieOy coml sed of horizontal logs, to which w re hook d 

wicker hen-roosts, and small wooden shelters for the pigs; the lofts 

were raised upon piles. On one post I perceiv d a coars . whit 

drawing of a quartered bird, no doubt intende'l. as among the 

Hou-N i ', to ward off ev il spiri ts. T o our request for chickens, 

answ r was returned that there were non. As they were running 

about in all directions, some moral suasion, backed by money, was 

required to overcol1}e the cruples of the owners. The site of our 

camp would appear to have be n a common otie for wayfar 'rs from 

the smok'e-blackened rocks. We wer In a clearing b,:,sid a 

leaping cascade; behind, on the slope, rose a monster tr " whose 

root served as an arbour, and whose twigs mad our couch. In 

on corn r N am established his kitchen, by the lio-ht of rt lamp of 

antique hap ; a little farther Chantz u, curled up among the roots, 

sought obl.ivion of the wurld in opium; below, th Olaf us wer 

stretched beside .he packs. U nd r a white covering ao nodded 

over his pip, and as he dreamed of the palms of Tonkin probably 

consign.d th wh 1 celestial race to perdition- a s tim n t which 

I could cordially indorse. By th wat r's edge some logs from t~e 

mafou ' fire still flickered, showing the philosopbic Fa iled in a 
L 161 



FROM T NKI N T INDIA ' 

hollow tree which he had selected ~ r his bed. The mules were 

allowed to stray amono- the scatter d herba o- , under the guard of 

three mafous, who, having fi red their pieces into the ail' to scare the 

wild beasts, straightway went to sleep. We slumbered under the 

protection of the gods, in the shape of three painted images on a 

stone in a niche, before which remnants of egg-sh lis, feathers, and! 

a few white rags flutte ring on the bushes bore sacrificial witness 

to their holy character. We felt almost as barbaric as their 

worsh ippers. 

H eavy rain woke LIS in the night, and did not abate with 

daylight. We were now .ntering the rainy season, and had a 

pleasant prospect for the next few weeks. 

6th (J uly).- Still threading the Sal wen valley. We passed out 

of the jurisdiction of the toussou of Loukou into that of K etsouy, 

a miserable village, where actuall y the chief was absent. B\lt his •• 
wife attempted to suppl y his au thority with considcrabl urbanity, 

and sent us eggs and goats o-ratis. A propos of toussous, we learned 

that the dignity is hereditary, and in default of direct hei r a 

successor is chosen from among the other members of the family. 

As in the province of YUnnan, he receives rents fr m his subjects, 

but nothing from the Chinese Governm nt. Every year he must 

remi t an impost in kind, or some articles of value, to aA itinerant 

I mperial functionary, or attend in person at Tali for the purpose. 

Another day on the 7th (J uly) of the' , ame work, up hill and 

down dale. The valley was tortuous, and we were occasionally 

high enough to get superb vi ws; the course I resented similar bold 

features to those of the Re~ River. The ridges dividing. the 

tributary gullies were of limes tone orig in, and scarred the face of the 

valley with crags and cav ities, often encroaching on. the bed of the 

stream with g rey seamed brows draped with bushe . But the clouds 
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hung fow and hid the peaks. The conditions were unfavourable to 

photography, and w passed, a draggled train, through the Lissou 

village of Oua-ma-ti, where the men wore their hair 1n pigtails and 

the women in two small horns above the ears. Th bad weathel-

1 nt our troop a 

strange appeatance. 

ao's <Yet-up, a motley 

of European and An­

namite quipment, was 

highly g rotesque. n 

hi head was a wide 

Chin se straw, on his 

body a shrunken blue 

jack t made in Tonkin, 

and on his legs a pair 

of myoId pantaloons. 

The shues and gai ters 

I had given him . made 

him a g room in his 

low e r extremities, 

while revol ver, gun, 

and bandoli r trans­

form d him into a 

s ldi r abov Add 

to thi the SCI ntiflc 
Lissou \\' 0 11 .:111 . 

air lent by my phot graphic apparatu on his mule, cover d with 

a yellow mantle, and at a di tance it would have be n hard to 

say what he was. I 

tres of weather made us glad f the sh It r of a hamlet called 

Lotsolo, in the midst of maize and indigo cultur. H ere the men 
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wore Chinese garb. The women had a dress with parti-coloured 

sleev ,an armless waistcoat, blue with minute white ch cks and a 

brown border, and an apron and broad sash. Their LO tu e was 

completed by a turban of, 10 some cases, a blue and red scarf, 

frino-ed with cowries. Almost all had small coral ear-rings, said 

to be peculiar to the e LissQus, who were known as Koua-Lissous 

(Lissous of colour, cf. back, Koua-Lolos), in distinction fn m the 

A in-Lissous of Loukou. Some of thesc womcn were not bad­

looking. One ai r! we caught sight of with quite regular features, 

and in th morning she wa induced ~ r a ~ w n edJes to parade for 

our inspection. he answered to the o-entle name of Lou- ieo. 

At Lotsolo we met with a good reception, and I began to feel 

quite friendly with the' Lissou, of whom we had heard such 

alarming accounts. I went into one of their houses, and found the 

occupants squatted round the fire warming tchaotiou, a rice f irit 

of which they are great connoisseurs. Th y had nev€:r seen a 

Yangjen (European) before, nor y t mules; our arrival therefore 

was an ev nt which they celebrated as a fete. They invited me to 

drink, and we observed a custom here which we met with farther 

on. Twu people quaff together out of a two-handled bamboo 

vessel. Each holds one handle and incites the other to imbibe 

more than himself. This mutual loving-cup is regarded as a pledge 

of amity and alliance. In answer to my questions, the nati es 

could not recollect hearing of their tribe having come here froni 

elsewhere. T hey knew the Lolos possessed a writing, but they 

themselves had none. A curious marriage custom is observed 

among them. The wedding feast over, at nightfall the betrot.hed 

retires with her parents into the mountain, and the swain has to 

seek them; which quest successfully achi ved, th parents withdraw, 

and the newly-wedded couple remain till morning upon the hillside, 
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when they return to th eir homes. They have t repeat this 

c rernony for three nig hts before they may settl' down. This 

custom naturally precludes any marriages during the rams. They 

admitted in confidence that the bridegr om was generally in th 

secret as to the direction in which he mig ht find his part)'. J oseph 

recounted a like custom as pn.:vailing arnona the Lolo of L w r 

Yi.innan in the neighbourhood of the Yangtze. 

On leaving L otsolo we a t last quitted the valley of th 

alwen for one of its affiuents, by a slippery pa th , which often 

called for the services of the pick. A light ram continueu to 

fall, and I pitied th e mafou s, whose toil was severe. To add 

to our discomfort at nig ht we w re tormen te I by cloud of 

mosquitoes, that ffectually murdered sleep. 

n the 9th (J ul y) we h ld on our upward course. The men, 

accustomed to fine weather, ~ 'emed down-h arted, a nu scarcely 

()11e of them was capable of good collar-work:, .0 that th ey load 1 

lip in J j ected silence, which bod d ill for the harder times 

yet in store. orn e distance frnm our camping ground we came 

on a really bad bit of path , where we had t seal· a veritabJ 

rock stair. I t took three mafous to hold up ach mule, and one 

of the latt r having been arduously hauled to th e t p, took it 

into his head to try and re-descend. H e lost hi s footing, a nd in 

a moment was roHino- head first down the declivity with his load 

bumpin o- a t his id s. The fall looked fatal , and w mad our 

way to th bottom of the ravine, expecting to find him in pieces. 

Th re he w s, however, miracu lously sound, save for some cuts 

and scratches. Th example seemed contag ious : first one and 

then anoth r w nt down , till four had folio ."ed suit, and we 

b gan to wonder if it would be our turn next ; it was perilous 

to stay j~ a v Hey where it thus rained mules. We had to turn 
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a ll hands into mafou, ourselves included, and by dint of Treat 

exertions, and forming a chain to pas the sr.attered contents of · 

the packs from hand to hand, we ev ntually jJicked all the cases 

out of the bushes and torrent and got them to the top. where 

we wer rewarded by finding that the rest of the animals had 

st'rayed into the woods; where most of them passed the night. 

These contretemps meant a short stage and much grumbling. 

hardly allayed by a ration of tchaotiou. Th next day was 

therefore devoted to a rest, and to preparations for climbing th e 

mountain which reared itself before us. W e also got out our 

thick clothes, for it might have been winter, and we longed to 

reach a less rigorous climate. 

On the lIth (July) we made an early start, as the ascent had 

been described to us as hardly to b accomplished in one day. 

Also our guns and carbi nes came. out of thcir cases, 111 rea~ness 

for the savages who were said to be lik ly to assail us half-way. 

Th road at first entered a forest, and though the gradient 

was ste p it was less severe than I had expected, and the mules 

got on fairly well. The woods were beautiful, and reminded me 

of some parts of Thibet; the mighty boles were hidden under 

a coat of moss, and the long grey beards that hun cT from 

their boughs seemed a mark of venerable age. At the bace of 

some we found small altars formed of branches, rected by the 

super~tition of the Lissous to ward off evil spi rit . As we 

mounted, th trees grew more stunted and gnarl d, and presently 

gave place to 1 an bamboos overtopped by Alpine larches. Here 

and there 1 was surprised to notice fine magnolias side by side with 

the red and white bark of the wild cherry. A t the end of four 

hours, during which, notwithstanding the prevalent moisture, we had 

not foun d a spring. we came out upon the rass of the summit. 
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VIe had ascended so far faster than we had anticipated, and with· 

out hindrance from other sources than those of nature. A report 

had spread among the Lissous that we were devi ls, and so we 

were respected. On the col we were at an altitude of I' .-l63 fee l, 

and astride the watershed between the basins of the Mekong 

and the Sal wen. 

T he pass as well as the mountalll is called F ou-kou-kouanc. 

111 Lissou d ialec t Lamakou. the "Gate of the Tiger." A pos t 

.consist ing of a few Lissous dignified \vith the name of soldiers 

occupied a bamLoo shanty, ostensibly to ensure the safet)" of 

the route, which was further guarded on either side by the 

buried bamboo splinters bcfor!': descri bed. The crest was mark':!d 

by scarred and jagged rocks, amid which the track led on to a 

s mall plriteau covered with long gr;:lsses, where the rich Ilor:.l 

testified to a constant dampnes~. I saw twO beautiful species of 

lily, white and red. myosot is, yellow ranunculus, sage, and several 

kinds of orchids. \~Te did not find here the short grass usual 

-on high summits, nor any gnaphaliu m. \Ve pitched at the 

head of a green slope on a narrow shdf overtopped by a big 

rock. from which, when climbed it in the ra in, the c~ranln was 

~o entirely hidden by the h igh grass that no one passi ng witllin 

t hirty yards would have suspected that the grey mass sheltered 

fi fteen men. The weather was execrable; we were in the clouds; 

the thermometer stood at 50° Fahr., and it was hard to believe 

is w~s July. 

N ext morning the Illen 'vere dep ressed; they had no idea 

of bearing up against external infl uences, and the rou te was 

resumed in silence. After proceed ing a short , distance we came 

to a stream ru nning into a pool, whose rim lipped the bas~ of a 

.cliff. T aking it as a g uide, we turned aside, and afte r a few 
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steps found ourselves confronted by a !>Lupcndous wall of bJack 

and g rey seamed rock. which stretched ~ho\'e us and below. 

The riyuiet, leaping in cascades from stone to SlOne, bored 

through a fissu re in the scarp, and disdosccl a recess III shape 

like the prison of Dionysius' Ear. Peering into the en trance. 

\Vt! discon::red a vaulted cavern, under which the water ran over 

a bed of while pebbles. Scared by our intrusion, birds of blue 

plumage (lew out into the retreats uf the mountain. T he spot 

had an ai r of wild g randeur, which suggested some subte rranean 

home of primi tive man; bu t here wa!. no trace of hU111al11ty. In 

China such a cave would have been deco rated with statues of 

Buddha. Instead, the adornmellt was by Nature's band: grf!)' 

rocks strewn u}Jon verdant mounds. thickets of shapely rhodo­

dendrons, larches with their horiw ntai boughs dark below and 

\'ivid green aloft. A veri taj:lle faery ring, and SpOt of wi tcher)'j . the 

scene it might have been of some \ Valpurgis revel. with it s environ­

ment of high mountains, dee p woods, and quaint rocks, with the 

chasm dimly descr ied in the mist, and over all a sense of awe. 

F rom he re the route was a descent : at inte rvals posts, wi th 

cross pieces marked with notches, indicated the whereabouts in. 

the undergrowth of the sharpened stakes. but these in the dark 

would have been invisible. As there is no writ ing among' the 

Lissous, they adopt the following method of conveying lh'!ir 

mes~ages or transac ting bus iness: - For a cont ract between two· 

parties, they take two bits of wood about 1 2 inches long by I! 

inch \\ ide, care be ing had that they should be identical In 

all points, and cut on each face a simila r number of notcp~s. 

generally a little larger on one side than the other. 

The .. IIlouki ," as the C hinese call thi s tally, IS thus a 

reminder. Each notch signifies a word or phrase. In cases of 
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an agreement made before witnesses. should one of the contract­

ing part ies brtak a dause, the other may call upon him to 

produce a d mOIlA.'/ ," and verify It J11 presence of wnllcsscs. ! r 
II sed as a Jetter, the messenger must repeat the meaning of each 

notch. H ere arc two examples :-

1\0. r "11Iou/d" has reference to a Lissoll C\ls tom. A thief has 

been expelled from a village; a residence is assigncd him under 

the patronage of someone who will b(! answcrabl(' fo r him. 

The tou~S"1I kl~ said 

ir YOll han' a palrt>11 

you Illay (\,,,;:11 ill lhi~ place 

A "['he tou"OIl ha~ ,,'arned lll~' off 

;"Ind forbidden 

tu d\\('11 in thi~ pl;IC(: 

because I hale n,bh('.1 
he i~ alway~ stcalin g I1Il11c~ :llld 

hor~cs. 

A and C arc ~pacc~ on the board rcprc~cl\lillg Ill.,; ~rbilrat"'-. 

H represents tbc patron. 

" jJlolIl"{" (:? ). 

Thc \VUSSOll has gilC:l (mC') 

to me ... (bC're fni!o"s name ,,(bearer) 

his daughter 

eldest (or ::ml, yd, etc) 

to lI"ife 

age of lI"ife in years 

" " months 

" <kIYS 

dat t: of her birth. 
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~ fter this digression let 

entered woods of pin and 

among the tr es of Thibet. 

fire, for th re was no stint 
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us r ume. In the afternoon w 

holm oak, [he la tt r a specialit 

At nig ht the men made a grea t 

of fuel, and a picturesque oval-

shap d camp was formed round it, while w t ok a long rest 

before the morrow. 

13th (J uly). - Desc nt continued; we shortl y sighted the 

1ekong again running in discoloured rapids. om ing so recently 

from the alwen, it se med small, and its valley more confined 

and less green than the latter. Hamlets, with a f w ric -fields, 

b gan to appear and n ar them large drying stacks like gibb ts. 

\\' e stopped in th Minchia village of Piao-tser.. surrounded by 

a white mud wal1 with half-demolished flanking bastions. Wh n 

we entered the enclosllr th re were but few h uses to be seen, 

:lnd the ground was chiefly occupied by tobacco plan~tions. 

Here we were only a three-days' foot journ'Y fr m Fey-Iong­

kiao; but I did not regr t the elbow we had made, sin e it had 

allow d of our ·xploring the alwen, and deriving much u eful 

information towards the lution f an important geographical 

problem. 

t Piao-tsen we installed ourselv s in a pagoda, and here we 

celebrated the F ourt enth of July with a sweet omelette and 

cIgars. For eighteen days we had not s cn what th Chinese 

term a ta ti/an, or place of any size, and our r craini ng a littie 

more comfort was th signal for fou r of our m n to abandon us. 

I made no attempt to prevent them; our tr op must we ,d itself 

out into the survival of the fittest for the still more arduous 

work remaining. Among the deserters was Chantzeu, a man 

who had been with us ever since Mongtse, and who had had 

less toil and morc indulgence than the others. We ' had been 

J70 



R M ,TALI T T U 

articularly 'ood to him, giving him more pay than h was 

ntitled to; and yet here, in the prospect of increased labour, the 

ungrateful hound I ft us without even a word of parting. The 

makotou continued to give us satisfaction, and, after two days' 

suffering from what we at one time feared to be a whitlow, was 

now nearly fit agam. The nly fault to be found with him was 

,..' 

,t\llachment of oro Bridge at I'iao·tsen. 

his inability to make the mafous obey him; when they refus ed a 

task, he did it hims If. 

Th defection was supplied by four Minchias, and we were 

again able to s t forward. s we left Piao-tsen we saw th 

first cord bridg over the Mekong. I t was constructed of two 

hawsers of twi ted bamboo, made fast to a stake on either bank, 

propped by bier stones. For the crossing a sma wooden saddle, 

~alled l£ou-pang, was attached to a running line (Iz'ou-so), . and 

the person secured 111 it by leg and shoulder straps. It behov d 
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y u to ke p your hands clasped on the addle, clear of the 

friction of the rope. nce mounted and set in motion, it was a 

slide down on sid , and a pull and scram bl up the other by 

M ode of Crossin!; on a ingl~. line l:3rid!;e. 

hands and fee t. I n some narrow channels there is a double ~able, 

and it may be done at a sing le rush. But at Piao-tsen the crossing 

took a quarter of an hour, and a considerable exp nditure of energy. 

We held on 0ur way up the right shore of th Mekong, and 
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this continued for more than a month. The scene ry in the nliley 

was remarkable. I n one bend, where the re was opposite a small 

military outpost, the red.tinged river made a regular seri es of 

se rpen lines, above which the path clung to the cornice of the cliff. 

whence we looked across to a barren mountain-side streaked with 

many -coloured strata, like a painter's pale tte. This bk:nding of 

desolation and ri ch tones was the despair of the photographer. It 

reminded me, as well as the others, of certain a<>pects of A (rica. 

In the evening Joseph explained to me the mean ing of some 

little withered firs we had noticed stuck before the houses. Th(: 

tree is planted on the 1st t)f January as a sig n of glad nes!'>, and 

is supposed to bring luck and money. They call it /ao-liell-cl/'o1l 

(the tret: that shakes the sapcch). This Chinese custom recall s 

the European Christmas- tree. 

On the Ijth (July) we halted III a village called 1'0110. The 

inhabitan ts desig nated themselves Tonos. This was a tribe we 

had not yeT encountered. Their dress was Chinese; but their 

eyes were wrinkl.ed and their faces wide r than the Chinese. 

Questioned by us, they professed to be the only ones of thc ir 

clan, and that their ancestors had cOllle ht:re a long lime back ; 

their dialect was akin to the L issOll. The ir reception \\'Cl~ 

friendl y, bUl the ir informat ion untrustworthy: accordi ng to 

them it would be impossible to proceed with mules on thi s side 

o f the Mekong. As only that very morning our caravan had 

by making a detour successfully circumvellled an apparently 

insurmountable obstacle of projecting rock, we were not likely to 

be deterred by their reports. Before quitting the TOllos look 

a few photographs of the crowd that surround~d us. have 

rarely seen a collect ion of types so hideous: the group might 

h~lVe stood for n;odels 10 a picture of criminals 111 H ades. 
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quint-eyed, goitred, toothless, here a wen and there a tumour, 

no single deformity was lacking for the caricature. The very 

childr n were horrible. On little obje;: t waddled alone; we 

gave him a handful of rice; he retreated gravely, turning from 

time to time towards us a bulbous head with bulging eyes-a 

p 'r~ ct little monster. A hoary old man with shaven pate, 

d prived of his queue, leaned his flcshless claw upon a crutch, 

and watched us with a fixed regard, half hidd n by his over­

hanging lids. His nose touched his chin, and he was micro­

c I halous. VVe did not linger among such a repulsive company. 

F or a n w tribe it was a very disreputable one. 

17th (J uly).-The march was without incident yesterday and 

to-day, always skirting the hill or the nver, into which one mule 

fe ll , but a few blows with the pick glven by the makotou in ' 

advance generally rendered the passage wid nough fo~ . the 

animals. On the n xt day we had to engage four or five 

villaaers to help our men; our gang thus beginning, without 

re muneration from the Imperial Gov rnm nt, the hard labour 

of road-making which was to continue for a long dis tance. We 

met some Pe-Lissous speakina the same tongue as the Ain­

Lissous, but seeming less of Chinese. Joseph said that the 

Pe-Lissous are pure bred and inditienous. Men and women 

alike were swarthy; the former clad in a long white overcoat 

emb Ilished with sort f epaulettes, descencling to the knees and 

often fitting d e to the figure. ome among them had Iona-

. swords with straight blades wide at the nd- their only dangerous 

part; they carried them in a section of a wooden sheath. '.The 

women were often naked to th waist and of statuesque pro­

portions; they had a little hempen ski rt and a hinese cap 

decked with cowrie5 and round white discs, which were said to 
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be brought from T hibet, and looked to me as if cut out of 

large shells. The greater number of them wore collars of plaited 

straw, mother-of-pearl, agate, or red and blue beads, apparently 

of English man ufacture. Both sexes always smoked pi pes. T he 

L issous a re ve ry fond of tobacco and spi rits. I noticed several of 

the men and even one womall with an earthen flask slung round 

the ir necks, from which they constantly took a pull; tlie result 

was to make them ve ry loquacious. 1 thought of the probable 

effect on these ig noran t people of the introduction of civ ilisat ion 

with its vices; and Wh'lt a fine held for extermination with bad 

whisky the Engl ish would have among them, as with the 

Redskins of N onh A merica in the past. 

We camped near the village of Tatsasu, having been hindered 

by an incident on the way. It pallid, evil· looking individual 

had pers isted in dogging us, and made an attempt to turn one 

of our mules aside into another path, with the probable intention 

of stealing it, when the makotou and Joseph de tected him and 

promptly ha led hjm off to the headman of the village. BUl that 

fun ctionary would have nothing to do wilh the matter, so they 

brought the culprit back to camp, and we ordered him to be 

bound. Fa surpassed himself in the job, and trussed him up 

like a bale, with his hands behind his back and a Huy. rope to 

h is pigtai l. While thi s human bundle lay upon the ground, an old 

man appeared from the village and claimed him as hi s child. After 

some d iscussion we yielded up our captive to him, with the pro­

mise that if" he crossed our path aga in we would heave him over 

the edge without fail. The aged parent placed his inert offspring 

on his shoulders. and thus loaded hobbled off to ;.he village. 

T atsasu is a dependence of L i-kiang, and 

two ch iefs-a M inchia and a Lissou toussou. 
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nce, eggs, and a packet of tobacco, which was rl. g r at gift for 

them, and a small flask of tchaotiou. Th last was prot cteel 

by a cover of finely-plaited hide, very s cur. 

Aft'r Tat asu the road became W0rse agaIn. We thought 

regretfully of th 

co mparative ea 

with whi ch un ­

encumbered horse 

or foot m n with 

porters would ac-

complish tbrc 

times the leng th of 

o ur staat> In a 

day. A single rock 

\\'ould so~times ,. 
cause an hour 's 

delay or a mile 

of detour to our 

1 ack animals, with 

an unload and carry 

in b tween. On 

the other hand, the 

natives of this 

.. Faglc Beak. ' 
regIOn, who had 

beell depicted to us 

10 such threatening colours, proved willing to help for slender 

recompense. At this toil a big Lissou mafou, engage.d at 

Loukou, and whom, from his profile, we call d "Eagle eak," 

worked harder than any. trong as a Turk, h always marched 

barefoot, and with tobacco and an occasional l11p of brandy 
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declared h imself perfectly content to sec new count ry. As for 

the last-joined Minchias from Piao-tsen, they were g reen hands. 

afraid if they went far that they would not find their way back. 

-" Sunt rustici," quoth Joseph. 

After every portage a rest was impera ti ve; if we d id SIX 

or eig ht mi les III the day we thoug ht ourselves fortunate. 

Nor was thi s valley of the Mekong anyth ing but monotonous, 

with its arid slopes, grey rocks, pine-clad ridges, and everlasting 

murmur of the great red ri ver in its bed. I found my distraction 

in observing- the hc,bits of our own men and of the villagers. In 

these parts we saw some variety in the female costume; a pleated 

skirt down to the knee, like the Loios of Setchuen, a small blli".! 

and white apron. short dark blue broidered jacket opt:n in front, 

and u(ten a heavy turban in place o( the littie white di<;c'd cap. 

Not far from the village of Lak9ut i we were pursued by a ragged 

old man wearing a la rge necklace of brown wooden beads, to 

which wefe faste ned a bel! and a bronze medallion. Th is strange 

being slopped us with much ge<;ticuiation, and. (,dli ng on his 

knees, .addressed me in a long speech wi lli nlany queer inter­

jections. H e said the inhabi tan ts were indigt:nt Lolos (sir) from 

whom he could not ask anything, bu t that we ough t to give him 

an a lms. 1 t appeared tha t the poor old mendicant WitS the priest 

of Lakouti. Re lig ion seemed ill paid in thi s locality. It certainly 

was reduced to simple elements; for we learned that the Lissous 

worship Heaven and Earth, and have few rites. 

I n the evening we a rrived near a little hamlet hidden in a 

hollow, from which the inhabitants, each ugl ie r than the other, 

came out and prostra ted themselves before us repea tedly. Our 

adven t seemed to have greatly aiarmed them. One o( ~h ese 

L issous bore upon his breast a cuirass made of bark bound rou nd 
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him by a sash. He was announced as a "brav ,"- euphemistic for 

brigand, I imagine. As we set out, we noticed by the sid of the 

path two posts with cross arms, joined by a chr.tin of bamboo links, 

on the off a rm a roug h wood n bow, on the near one a sword; sup­

'posed to represent armed men guarding the village from slckness. 

During the day we passed through the extensive village of 

Feoumoto. Th inhabitants were Lamasjen, also called Petsen, 

with a dialect similar to the Minchia. Opposite, on the ldt bank, 

we perceived the little town of YUm-pan-ka'i, whose white houses 

and grey-gabled roofs bespoke it Chinese. Although connec t~d 

with Feoumoto by a cord bridge, we preferred to keep the river 

between us. 

At daybreak we .discovered that two of Roux's valises, left 

uncorded near his teht, were gone. The thieves had also reliev d 

Chantzeu's successor of a packet of ot>ium, and - a ~r more 

serious loss-had abstracted from close by his head the theotlulitc 

'liVe found its C<1.se at a little distance. The "Doctor" was in 

despair. It was not the value of the instrument we regretted; 

but the impossibility of continuing his a ·tronomical and mag netic 

observations. Our suspicions pointed to th villagers, who were 

prowling round the camp during 'the nig ht. VvTe summoned the 

head man , and promised him a reward if the things were restored, 

and threatened him with a complaint to Li-kiang in the cuntrary 

event. The inhabitants, meanwhile, remained placidly sated on 

a hillock watching us. In the afternoon we r solved to go in 

person to the village of Tchen-ki-oue. W e went armed, and took 

with us Joseph and Fa. The chief replied, with some . justice, 

that our arrival on the previous evening had not been ~ rmally 

notified to him, and that, in consequence, he had been unable to 

take precauti(lns to guard uS against robbers, with whjch t e 
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district was infested. Our sole chance seemed to r st 111 a 

sufficiently big reward; but against this was to be set their 

ignorance of European pmmises as oppos d to Chinese. 

After a whole day's delay, without any success, w had to 

go on our way. The theodolite was irrevocably lost before it 

could become historic. Poor theodolite! After hav ing travelled 

to Y ola on the B noue and the Adamaoua; after having assisted 

111 the French conqu st of the Soudan; aft r being carried 

into Asia to complete investigations northward of Garnier's, it 

deserved a better fate than to become the pipe-stem or door­

bolt ~f some mis rable Lamasjen, or it might b· the tutelary 

deity of a pagan villag. ome future traveller may thll un arth 

it. and read in it the evidence of bygone French pionc ' r", 

Before our departure, the chief came to assure us of his good­

will, and to console us by relatil1g how a few y ars before Tchen­

ki-oue had b en 1 illaged by three hundred Lout ses fr m the 

alw n. Two of our mafous, whom we had sen t over to Yi..im ­

pan-kai: for stores, also brought 'Nord on returning that they had 

seen ther the brother of the welLknown Yangynko of Talj, who 

. strongly advised us not to pers vere on the right bank hecause 

of the jejeu. '0le had had these savages h Id over us ever since 

Lao, and intended to believe in them when w saw thenl., not before. 

fter an uneventful march we halted n ar a wretched little 

wood n villag , where at night the villagers ask d our permiSSIOn 

to dance and sinO', which we willingly granted. The men sat 

10 a circle and chanted a ho~ unpleasing cadence in slow measure, 

f a semi-relig'ous ound, each strophe of which was marked by 

. a prolonged note, pr luding an abrupt drop in th tone. A s they 

sang, they threw their heads back and half closed thei r ye.s In 

a state of appar nt abstraction. We were the theme, it seemed, 
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of their improvisation , in which they r joiced ov T the advent of 

thr, e distinguished strangers who could 11 t fa il to g ive them 

presents. \Vith the ntranc of several women, the sc ~ ne became 

more liv Iy, and our men, sp cially the big Lissou m"lfou, who 

showed a spl ndid set of te th in hi s childlike g-Ie , forgot tl1 ir 

to il s awhil e. Meanwhil, the song gave place to a d nee ; the 

performers rose, th women rang ing themselves arm In arm at 

th lower end, the men opposit them, each leaning on his 

neighbour's houlder. They look d like g roup in some g rand 

spectacle, with a blaz ing pin log to do duty for footlights. Then 

the band b gan to wheel in circles, the male chorus keeping pace, 

a nd from time to time pois ing their t p, while the women swayed 

their bodies in response. The whole scene reminded me of a 

dance of Thibetan women I had witn ssed in th house of the 

chief M ussulman at Batang. , . 

24th (J uly).-We mad little progress- the path was a steel-' 

in places that it required all the art of our men, aid d by natives, 

to overcome it. E ventually we stopped for tbe ni oht close to a 

village said to be tenanted by jejeu. The inspection of a Chine e 

visi ti ng card which they d id not understand, and of our arms which 

they did, secured us a fri ndly reception. In the evening, while 

the inha bitants danced as on the preceding day, I questioned some 

of them. They were still of the Lamasjen tribe, ancient Minchia 

crossed with Chinese. All carried at their b lt a long-stemmed 

pIpe, a rO\l nd tobacco-box, and a kniC , and over th ir shoulders 

was slung a hide or string game-bag. When asked what was their 

r lig ious creed, they generally replied with a laugh: "After death, 

all is fi nished. " N vertheless, two or thr e days subsequent to a 

burial they place a stone on the tomb to ward off the pirit of the 

Mountains. Priests and altars there were none i they seemed 
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happy to lead an anima l life without beliefs, or punishment for 

crime other than the vengeance of the victim's kindred. Desirous 

of learning more about these natives, I invaded several of their 

dwellings. They were for the most part built of wood round a 

cen tre court, in which were the pigs. \\,ithil1 was a cla"is for sleep­

ing, a~ in Arab houses. There were few implemellls visible; but 

one snare I noticed for tak ing pheasant~, of wide meshes on a light 

wooden frame,- lhc men envelop themselves in straw and crouch 

in the s tubble, and the birds taking them for rice-shocks are skilfull y 

netted. A nother weapon of the chase was the cross-how, the arrows 

for which are carried in a quivf-!r covered with the skin of the wild ass. 

I n the interior I detected no sign of any worship, bllt on 

emerg ing I obse rved under the roof a row of miniature bows and 

some joss-sticks. The occupants' to ld me they reverenced Mazi. 

the Spirit of the \Vaters; \Vousinkoui and Masimpo, two brothers 

who formerly fell into the water and became superior beings; and 

T somane, the Spirit of Evil. So that it would appear they are not 

such infidels as .they professed, although they persisted in their 

disbelief in a future state, o r any afte r punishment fo r assassins. 

This village presented a remarkable example of a cummu nity 

associated for the defence of mutual inte rests without any fear of 

final ret ribut ion. 

Sickness was very prevalent in the district, cbieA), fevers follow­

iog excessive hea t. Suicide was of ordinary occurrence. \Vhe n a 

member of the tribe fell unde r the ban of his parents or hi s neigh­

bours, \'Ie put an e nd to himself with a dose of opium. Monogamy 

is the habitual custom wi th them. At our departure they bade us 

beware of the eggs tha t might be offered us farther on ; they a re 

often rende red deadly by being steeped in poison. In conne.ction 

with thi s dange r r recalled a story told by the miss ionaries in 
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.hine e etchuen, of leprosy being often conveyed by the pro­

lTIlSCUOU S feeding of the fowls in the infecte localities. 

J oseph furnished me with interesting details concerning the 

Lissou tribe. Among the Ain-Lissous both births and ~ eaths are 

eel bratecl as with the Chi nese. The Koua-Lissous on the occa­

sion of a birth offer pr sents and felicitations to the mother. In 

China the days of each moon are designated thus :-

I st day by rat. 

2nd 
" " 

ox. 

3rd 
" " 

tiger. 

4th " " 
rabbit. 

5th 
" " 

dragon. 

6th 
" 

serpent. 

7th 
" " 

horse. 

8th 
" " 

sheep. ,. 
9th 

" " 
monkey. 

loth 
" " 

fowl. 

1 lth . 11 " 
dog. 

I2tb 
" " 

pig. 

Th Koua-Lissous regard the day of the horse as most favour­

able for burial; the Pe-Lissous always the day succeeding death. 

They plant a post before the grave, and hang on it the bow and 

~rrows and wood of the plough of the former owner, and near them 

leave a bowl and a few sapecks, that the deceased may not be 

d stitute of what was his in life. 

Our halting-place on the 26th (July) was the Lamasjen village 

of Feou-tsen. While the unloading proceeded, I watched a stalwart 

girl who with open flowing white garments leaned her bare arms 

with copp r bracelets on a stone, while she gaz d intently on the 

work, imp rvious to the importunities of a goat that butted at her 
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elbow. If she resembled E smeralda, she too had her Quasimodo: 

a few steps off glowered a little wizen, bandy-legged old hunchback. 

H ere was the foreground for a picture, the q uaintness of which was 

enhanced by the grim surroundings whence we viewed it ; a lower 

apartment filled with biers transform t:d into tables , benches, and 

se ttees, in the midst of which our hosts obligingly described a few 

of the ir s trange usages. 

\-\' hen the Lamasjcns marry, the wedded couple live at fi rst 

apart with their respective paren ts, and do not set up together for 

several years, or ulltij the birth of a SOil. T his custom also prevails 

among the Lolos of Eastern YUn nan. Again, if female twins arc 

born , or two women in the same village each have a daugh ter on 

the same day, the man who in process of t ime courts one must also 

espouse the other.-their fate is rega rded ;lS inseparable. As 

amongst the Pe- Lissous, before. ment ioned, the implements of lhe 

defun ct are placed upon his tomb. with the addition of a sapeck 

inserted bctwpen the dead man's lips-none other than the ancien t 

provision of Charon 's obol for the ferry. H ere again the Lamasjens 

told us that they did not look to a future ex istence ; their bu rial 

rites would therefore seem only adapted from the ChilJ(,sc withou t 

knowledge of their sig ni flcance. 

F rom an administrative point of view this region depends 

ind irectly upon China through the medium of local toussous, The 

Imperial Government organises the jurisd iction of the latter in 

such a manner that it shall never form a compact circle but always 

be a segment. Whils t in China itsel f the mandarins are constantly 

changing at the will of the Court at Pek in, here the office of toussou, 

as well as that of headman of the village, is her;editary. On her 

borders China appl ies the system of central supremacy with a , light 

hand, and, provided that the- small tribute is regularly paid, does 
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not look too closely into the doings on her frontier. And, on 

thei r side, th tou ssous are fiatt red to feel that they derive their 

authority from, and are recog nised by, the Imperial overnment. 

The natives generaIly regard the Chinese as riparian owners of the 

Mekong by right of sup rior race. Every year the toussou, or a 

deleo-ate kinsman, makes a tour of office through the villages sub­

servient to him, on which occasion each family has to pay him two 

tads five tsiens of silver and five tads of opium. I n the villages 

directly subject to China, the chief has to remit annually an average 

of from tift en to twen ty tads of silver to the authorities. He will 

probably put aside at least an equal sum for himself. \Vith regard 

to the ground, the inhabitants have the right to till waste lands 

without rent or other formality, and conveyance of such is a 

matter for private arrangement. 

n the 27th (July) and the two foll owing days our ~\lrney 

was prosecuted with little incid nt but much toil. Rain had 

rendered the path slippery, and in places we had to shore it 

with trunks and. re-lay it with branches. In the open we noticed 

vertical slabs of slat placed to keep off the monkeys, which 

are numerous .and destructive. To add to the discouragement 

of the troop, several false alarms caus d dismay among the 

mafous. A band of thirty men issued sudd nly from the forest 

with pressing offers of assistance with the loads. A an ther 

spot Joseph had an apparition of a man arm d with a long 

sword, who confronted him without speaking, and then vanished. 

These frequent scares made every countryman a brigand in their 

eyes: in ours, the natives, robbers though they may have .been, 

were only very dirty and very repulsive; especially the men, 

for the women were often white-skinned, merry, and 

graceful, though tattered. 
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The dwellings were always filthy; we sl pt better in a 

passage than in the chief's apartment, which besides was littered 

with an assortment of articl s such a g rain bins, ' ears of corn, 

bowc;, bird nar 5, a brok n matchlock, wooden poons, a flail. 

bamboo-hooped huck ts, and a kind of iron ~rid on which were 

kindled bits of resinous wood [or light v r th door th re 

might be a white drawing of men on horses, thou fSh it required 

an effort of imagination to gues what the rtist had intend d. 

I n the woods which we traversed at this time the wild oli\" , 

flouri shed, in app a.rance just like that of our wn country ; 

and her again after a 10nD' lapse we found sp cimens of the 

. .. . . .. . .. . . ......... .. .. .. . .. .. 

tk~;f 
· . . . 
· . . .. · .. . .. .. .. ... .. .. .... .. .. .. . . .. 

.. .. .. • • Oo· .. ... '.. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. 

Nntive Designs on Do" r Lintel. 

palm or macaw-tr. How did its seeds find their way hither? 

The wild vin, plum, and hazel w re abundant, also som 

exc 11 nt little wild apple in which we instructed !'Jam in the 

art of rna -ing compotes. The country itself varied little : on 

one side ran the Mekong at our feet, always yellow and muddy 

in a de .p channel, and on our left tower d above us th range 

that parated us from the alwen, its savage p aks and 

skirmisher pines reminding on e of the Dol mites of the Tyrol. 

As the 30th (J ul y) wor on the route b c9-me b tter, and 

by th evening of that day we reached a townlet which we had 

been told was of some importance. We found In-Chouan, as it 
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was nam d, divided into Chang In-Chouan (upper) and Chi a 

In-Chouan (lower), composed of a few cattcred houses and the 

rui ns of others. Nine years before, the chi f of the place had 

mas acred a neighbouring family. The Li-kiang-fou sent a 

mandarin to chastise him, who was himself b aten and robbed. 

Thereupon China despatched a column of one thousand men 

under the Li-kiang-fou in person, which kill d the ,ffending 

chief and hi nephew, occupied the place for three months, and 

executed summary vengeance upon the inhabitants. The result 

was what we beheld. The blackened walls of th slain chiefs 

residence afforded us a good kitchen, and in th moonlight the 

aspect of the bivouac among the desolate remains was weird. 

One might have taken it for a bandits' lair or a coiners' den 

rather than the peaceable roasting of a pig at the camp fire of 

the caravan of three French travellers. 
" Before leaving we questioned the people as to the valle 

of the Salwen, known here as th . Lou-kiang. They told us' 

that it was a three days ' march to that river by paths wholly 

impassable for mules, with numerous villages belonging to the 

He-Lissous or savage Loutses. "Non cognoscunt zwbanitatel1~" 

was J 0 eph's comment, as he further imparted to us a curious 

fancy gleaned in course of conversation from the Lamasjens, 

The latter believe that the grains of rice were brought by dogs, 

and that if they had no dogs they would have no sed. They 

could offer .'10 ground for the supersti tion other than that their 

grandfathers had told them so. 

Having been refused supplies by a chief the day befor:e, on 

the 1st (August) B riffaud t Joseph, ao, 111 yse1f, and a guid e 

diverged from the caravan to try and find the village of Teki, 

where we wert' told we might obtain information as to the 
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Sa1wen valley. Afte r following a path to the wooded I) rink of 

a torrent , the track ceased. \·\ 'e had to separate. and struck 

a trail in the thi ckt! l tha t brought me to a secluded nuok, where 

on two opposing boulders. half hidden under the leaves. J. fallen 

trce trunk spanned the chasm. A fint! place for robbers, but 

utterly out of the quest ion for mules. The re W<-l<; nothing for 

it but to undress and wade with our clothes 0 11 QLlr heads. Th ~ 

water was nipping cold. and the current so swifr that only by 

joining hands and leaning on il pole could we make hC,ld against 

it. H aving forded the s tream, we had to scramble lip a frightful 

s teep on hands and knees. How our mules, unloaded though 

they were, ever followed us was <I problem: a fter what I hav,,-' 

seen, J would wager them to climb any stai rcase, 

l3y this means we at length rcached T e ki , two freshly built 

villages as yet undarkened by, time, and with the thatch s till 

yellow on the roof~, Among the new buildings protr uded many 

rums; T e ki had come in for devastation both br the chieftain 

of In-Chouan at~d by th!.:! subseqLl elll. Chines!.:! a~'e ngers, At the 

doors stood scantily clothed women: a slight apron formed their 

sole covcrin~; some !.:!ven found thi s toO complicated, and preferred 

the garb of nature, VIe checked our mules at the Courl of an 

opium-smoker, who seeing us offer'ing to pay for -grain waxed 

communicat ive. A bad pa th was said to lead from here in two 

days to the Salwen, the re both wide a nd deep, The Loutses 

were clea rl y Koua- Lissous. H ere the word Loutsc meant si mply 

natives of the Lou-kiang, and was not applied to a race. The 

inde pendent Lissous were reported dangerous; a ft;w bolder 

spi rits from the Mekong valley occasionally ' penetrated their 

di strict at the ir peril to 

against drugs a nd skins. 

trade linen, salt, tobacco, and opium 

The Loutses made constant incursions 
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hereabout ; only three days before, they had paid a visit to Teki 

and carried off a re id ot as a slave. 

From T eki we r j oined the caravan near a haml et whence 

th inhabi tants issued with lances and seized our mules by the 

bri91 , but it was only with kindly intent. Farth r on we came 

cross an ill-1 okio cr company in a wood armed with bows and 

arr \\', . Qui' tent that night was pitch d under a la rcre walnut-tr e 

Torrent Bed near T ek i. 

In which Wt.re stuck s mall whi te Rags, a re lig ious custom comm on 

In Thib t. P. ard by was the village of Toti, wh ich the Loutses 

had raided nly the day before, capturing tw men and a horse. 

" agle Beak" announced to us that the inhabitants of -this 

Toti were He-Lissous, a nd consequently his 1 in sfoll . We 

thought this circumstance would pr cure us a datlc in th 

jng, hut found jllst ad that they w re far from being well dis-
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posed towards us. They were heard In conference: .. If the big 

men come among us without not ice, it can only be to kill; we 

will be be forehand with them." V'le had only just finished 

di nner when the rallying horn was heard, and large fires W Cfe lit 

on the surround ing heights. As a precau tion. I served om car­

tridges, and recommended the Illen to watch by turns; on which 

they hugged their g uns and responded, ., clu:ulo .' rhculo.l" (a ll 

right !), and promised to do sentry-go in spells of twO hours. 

Finding us thus prepared, some of the people came in from the 

village offering us dril;!d fungi, and biddi llg us not to have any 

fear. 1 took the opportunity to tell the chief that we were 111 Or) 

way alarmed: our treatment of the village rs would correspond 

with the ir trea tment of us; if they attacked us we were ready 

for them . They then ret ired. ana \ve lay down to rest. I woke 

in about an hour. I t was as dark as pitch ; the fire was half 

ou t, and every man was as sound as a babe. I t was no good 

waking the m ; so back to bed again ; one must run some risks In 

travel. But the T oti folk mis~cd a good chance that night. 

2nd .(August).-\\'e had three Lissous with llS to-day, one of 

whom, having been plundered by Lolltses, turned the tables on 

them by robbing the robbers of a sword and a red sash which 

he was weanng. By his account the LOlltses subs ist .entirely by 

pillage. A sked why the Mekong Lissous did not retaliate upon 

those of the Sal wen, he said the latter were bette r a rmed , and 

they were afraid of them. One of these L issous prod uced a 

cu riolls musical instrument formed of three small palettes of bam­

boo with stops. By applying the s tops to his teeth and ma king 

them vibrate in turn with his finger, hi s open mt'uth aCling as a 

sounding board, he drew from them a s0ft and pla intive tone, so 

low that one had to be quite close to hear it. T he instrument 
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1 of Loutse on In , and the Lissou will sit for hours amusIng 

themselves with it. 

n the 3rd (Aug ust) we stopped at F ng- hOLi an. The 

~l ekong here is forced into a campI te S by rice terrace5, having 

on the I ft bank another large villaae called Ouei-t n. The eye 

hail d with pleasur the reappearance of g reen cultivation after 

the dreary spell of aaunt m unta ins we had pa ·sed. At our 

midday halt ao and Jo eph exerci sed themselv s witi some 

cross-bow practice. The w apon I made of very tough wood, 

with a notch cut on the haft, a nd discharges featherless arrows 

with sufficient force to pierce a tr e at forty paces. The point of 

the arrow is of wood, fill ed just above the actual tip with a 

virulent poison xtracted from a geranium-leafed plant; the arrow 

head being easil y detached to receive the unguent, break off in 

1h wound. The nativ s are never without thi s arm, e)en at 

th ir work in the fi elds; many likewise carrying a sword aboul 3t 
feet long, recta ll a ular a t the end, and as sharp as a razor. 

At F ong-Chouan I inquir d of J oseph the m aning of the 

image and designs of Chinese pattern that fill ed the pagoda ill 

which we slept. H expounded them thus :-" Against the wall 

you observe a tabl or altar on which are thre pan Is. Th 

left-hand on depicts the W ater King : clothed in y !low, with a 

sword in one ha nd and a red sphere in the other, on vf his 

fee t rests uoon th head of a marine monster; beside him crouch 

two devil s. In the centre panel is the MC'untain King, the 

greatest of the three : his head and his body are whit ; he ha 

. two faces, ar.h with three eyes. The mouths are op 11, and dis­

close one tooth n either side long r than th r st; they are for 

d efenc . p n his brow are r d flames; around his n ck are 

hung mi iaturc human heads. He has six arms; the two upper 
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ones support twin discs, red and white, which are the sun and 

moon; the two middle hands are clasped in prayer; the tw 

lowest hold, the one gold, the other. a sp a r round which is 

twilled a serpent. n either side of the god is one carrying 

books and a pen. The right-hand panel r presents the Animal 

King: his countenance IS adnrned with lon er moustaches; h 

grasps In one hand a sw r 1 and In the oth r a cake or fruit , 

upon hi b ad a red cap such as IS worn by mandarins. Th 

god is seated on a ti o- r, and at his s id stand two priests in 

long rob s, with shaven heads." 

There was a v ss I befur~ the panel of the M untain J ing 

containing small bamboo stalks inscribed with two charact r , 

phrases from a relig ious book; th credu] uus who wish to know 

their des tiny shake the vessel and draw forth a stalk, and inter­

pret the sentence according to de!'iire. Thi s manner of reading the 

future reminded one of the usage of cutting th Bible at hazard. 

In the c ntr of the pagoda was hung from the platform a 

square paper, mark d thu -

The little circ.J es 
arranged round the 
squar a, b, c, d, are 
ilver, and bear th 

names of th twenty­
eight stars. 

The circles I, 2, 3, 

The lillIe circles 
arrang-cd rollnd the 
sq uare e,f, g, II, are 
red, and bear the 
Kiatse or eyc l ' 
(names of days). 

• 5,6,7,8 c ntain pictures, 1,3,4, 5, 7 red, and 2, 6, 8 ilver. 
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These discs a re called the Pakoua, and represent the system accordi ng ';0 which are 

divided the elements, as water, earth, etc. Following the diagonal s af, ltC, de, g b, are hung 
small flags inscribed with characters to frighten the devils. 

At the entry to the pagoda are four words in large characters, meaning; 

TO I VOKE IT I NECE 'ARY WITH FEAR CLEARLY 

On either ide of the door two long tablets bear inscri ptions : 
L eft. R igM. 

Willt tltree eyes (the Mountain .A-i'~I{) . 

Call see all. 
Call see tltree tllOllsmtd (hours). 

Witlt six shoulders. 
Can govern tlte L ouko (the Lozeko is all 

assembla.1{1! of she tltings,-sky, eartlt, 
mankind, eternity, money, great cltief). 

We were detained a day in F ong-Chouan by the search for a 

runaway mule. During our stay the Loutses attacked a village 

three miles distant, killing one man and wounding and . kidna -

ping several other . We derived some more particulars of lhe 

alwen or Lou-kiang, which hereabouts was called equally the 

Nong-kiang and the Nong-tse-kiang. Another river was said 

to flow n ar it in the same direction, named the Kiou-kiang, 

and this our after-experiences proved to be correct. ' Report also 

spoke of silver and copper mines on the left bank of the Mekong, 

at one or two days' march from Ouel-ten. _ 

n the 5th (August), at startino-, I noticed two LisS0US who 

were wearing grey robes, Thib tan fashion, and plaited b mboo 

neckl ts: they proved to be traders from the Salwen valley, 

offering for exchange many Loutse obj cts, all made out of 

bamboo-long-stemmed pipes, woven basI ets, pitchers with. handles, 

etc. Judging from these articles, th transmontane tribes were 

more industrious than the poverty-stricken Lamasjens. ur stage 

was curtailed by a landslip, and we were promised an entire 
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oeessa tion of the t rack two days ahead, where a hundred m(;!n would 

not be able to clear it. Bodi absence and destruction of means 

of communication w e fC attributable to the te rror inspired by the 

everlasting Loutses, the left bank and safety being usuall y pre­

fe rred to th is one. 

Wh ile in camp the villagers censtamly came begging for 

remed ies, chie fly for eye troubles; and I made a large quanti ty of 

boric acid. Among our visitors were two with a kind of leather 

cuirass protecting the back only, which suggested to us that that 

was the part they mos t often presented to their foes; but they 

ave rred that wefe it in front they could not level the ir cross­

bows on its slippery surface. One of them also possessed some 

ball s which he would not part with at any price; they were a 

precious remedy against all ills, made from the gall of bears. 

Questioned as to the treatment· the Loutses accorded to their 

prisoners, these warriors said they could be ransomed for from 

nine to fifteen oxen a man; if unredeemed, they were put to hard 

labour as slaves. The women were lllade bondwomen of, rardr 

married. T he sl ~ves might in termarry, and their children would 

be free; moreove r, any captured children were brought up as 

their own in liberty. T he accou nts, therefore, of the ferocity of 

these Loutses would seem to be exaggerated. 

T o show the des titution of these villagers, saw one gOing 

rou nd among our mllies with a sack, sweeping up the g rains of 

paddy, mixed wi th twigs. that had dropped from their nose-bags. 

Another short stage. and . on the 7th (August) a dead stop 

with an abrupt end to the path. By dint of incessant and very 

severe toil, our mafous, aided by hired natives c1eafing brush v .. ·ood, 

cutting down and filli ng up, pushed and pulled the anima1s 

through; so that at nightfall we were over the worst of it, and 

195 



FR M T NI I TO IN IA 

reached a welcome haml t. These emerg ncy Li::>sous were a light-

hearted set. fter all their exertion th y sat rOllnd the fire at the 

end of their long pipes, laugh ing and chatting, with no sign of 

exhaustion. They took what we gave them ch . rfully, and made 

Li !'~o ll s a l LamCli, 

'/ ' -'-t-t/"p 
II / I 

th ir way back to their villages at once, haunted only by the £ ar 

of having left their women and childr 11 at the mercy of maraud rs. 

ur hosts at Lameti consent d to perform a dance for Ollr 

benefit, and a thr shing-Aoor having b en turned into the ball. 

room, the orchestra tun d up. I t consist d of four musicians-a 

fta eolet, a violin with two strings, a guitar with Cur, and an 
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instrume nt of sle ndt: r bamboo strips made to vibrate upon the 

teeth. T his last was played by an o ld woman, who W ilS also 

mistress of the ceremonies. The air, though not vcry varied , was 

soft and rhythmic. The dancers fo rmed a ring and began from 

their stations. alternately advancing a nd withd ra wing the ir legs. 

Presentl y the villagers. male and fem ale, gathered behind the 

circle and commenced to beat time loudly with the ir feet. Now the 

ancient Fury who led the orchestra stepped into the centre. \Vi th 

h t.: r comma ndinb' <; tature, parchme nt -wrinkled face, g ris led locks 

crowned with a chaplet of seeds. and a colla ret of bea rs ' teeth 

and cla ws g leaming upon her iJreasl. she was the personification 

of a witch. Faster and wilder g rew the measure. The men who 

circled round her seemed under a spell , their heads thrown back, 

their eyes fi).cd, their hair flyin g, lost to a Jl sense save that of 

motion. I t needed our ill[crventiori to bring them back to earth ; 

so we despatched them to practise reality in road-mending aga inst 

the morrow . 

. The people toler me they had no pri t:sts, and that when an y­

one died they put his arms and implements near his grave, lhat 

his spirit might miss nothing in its fli ght towards the mountain ­

tops, beyond wh ich they knew no fa rther resting-place. 

The dwellings in the next village were ranged a long~ide each 

-other under a common roof. with a central rectangular court for 

combined defence against attack. As a consequence of so many 

famil ies living together, the greatest laxity of morals seemed tc 

prevail. As for the ch ief, he had only four wives ; the fifth was 

lately deceased. Amongst this branch of the Lissous incorn-, 
patibility of disposition is sufficient cause [or separation, and either 

party is then free to marry aga in. 

At nigh t the dance was again read ily organised, to the del ight 
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of the villarrers and the amusement of our men, who transformed 

thems lves into link-b ys with resinous fJine branches. I twas 

k pt up with spirit, and great was the appreciation when we 

ourselves chose partners and " took the floor. " The performanc 

\Va in most re p cts similar to that of the preceding nirrht save 

that the surroundings, lit by a brilliant moon over the shoulder of 

an ebon mass of mountain, were ven wilder in this out-of-the­

world spot than before. Indeed,' s secluded was the villag ,. 

that only the merest chance had di covered it to us: no possible 

outlet from this angle c uld have be n g uess d for the river. 

By degrees, as they g rew tired , the dancers withdrew from the 

circle, leaving three to foot it in a kotchoa71 (triple set). This they 

executed at fixed di!>tances apart, gradually contracting till their 

shoulders touched, then radiat ing again, wheeling, pausing, leap­

mg, without a moment's cessation of the instruments; the ti~e 

was perfect, and the dance demoniac, though it did not lack grac . 

A pas de deu.:r: ended, like a cossack dance. 

To this succeeded singing. A woman with a very fair VOIce 

beO'an an air which the others took up in chorus. Then followed 

improvi 'ation by one a lon , or by one against another, the burden 

of the songs being all in honour of us, as shown in the literal 

translation thus roughly given me :-

eupa ala mamon teldko 

The lords almost impossible to s e now once 

Seupa dzeula 0 

the lords have found well 

T ega seupa laz'nz'a 

now the lords heW come hith r 

cheu kai tai Pi ,. 
no m0re of ills ; 
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or fuller, thus :-" Three such great lords had never before come 

to us. It is very hard to find us. Now they are hcre, it is well. 

.. Before, the Loutses were always plundering us. Now that they 

have come, the Loutses ar greatly afraid. F or many years we 

were in sadness; we had many ills. Now we are happy. The 

three great lords pass our dwelling: henceforth our fi elds will 

flourish, our harvests will b full." Poor, childish, ignorant folk, 

with no other joys than the pipe, the danc , the song, and love of 

species shared in common with all creation! Befor leaving in the 

morning I saw a sufficiently wretch d siaht. In one of the hous s 

a man was chained, to a post neck and heels, though his evil plight 

admitted of his smokin O' still. He was a Louts . one of th ~ 

redoubtable brigands who, lagging behind in a recent foray, had 

been caught. I could not see much to choose b tween him and 

his captors. 

The entertainment of the preceding night, or the better state of 

the road on the following day, put the men in good-humour. The 

makotou also, who ' had suffered {rOin fp.ver, was nearly well. He 

attributed his cure to the sacrifice of a littlc porker to the God of 

the Mountain as compen~ation for disturbance in path cuttinO'. \¥ e 

passed the night in a clean house, belonging, strangely enough, to 

a Chinese. I t' was some time since we had seen any of his 

confraternity, and we had not missed them. But this one was a 

better specimen- a merchant of Yunnan, who had married a 

L,issou and had two daughters, the young r of whom we saw. The 

elder had gone to uisi to find a husband. The father took me 

into his confidence, and poured out his paternal woes. uitors 

hereabouts were so poor that his two girls, when ' they wedded, 

wo~ld only bring him ten taels apiece; at Toti he might have 

safeJy reckoned on two hundred. 
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re at Loz:l the Loutses were again 10 evidence, 'lnd night 

and day ten men watch on the brow of the hill to sio-nal th ir 

approach. In th morning w w r witness s of a thank-offerinb to 

the pirit of the Earth on behalf of an old woman recovering from 

illness. On the ground in front of the sufferer's door had been set 

Ul a ~mall wooden framework model of a house with a bough stuck 

at ach support. The structure covered some saucers of eed and 

cakes and behind it was arranged a measure of rice with two ClIP~ 

of tchaotiou upon it. and a distaff, the thread of which w';ls twin d 

round the frame. A coarse paste effigy of the Spirit presided over 

the whole. Before it was a basket containing a straw and three 

vertical bi ts of wood. n old tongpa (Lissou sorcerer) squatted 

beside it, muttering incantations. In onc hand he grasped a fowi, 

which he first sprinkled with a twig dipped in the libation, while he 

recited the names of the spirits invited to the feast. Then, l)avi~ 

opened the fowl's throat, he smeared the idol and the posts with the 

blood, and appli d feathers to the parts thus anointed. The bird 

was then plucked and thrown into a pot, and the r past was ready 

for the invisibl guests. or h; own portion th wizard received 

the plates of rice. 

During the next two days the valley opened out and. cultivation 

increased, with splendid walnu t, chestnut, and peach trees, the fruit 

of the latter unfortunately not yet ripe. Villages were numerou. ; 

and side by side with our old acquaintances the Lamasjens we met 

with yet anoth r tribe, the Mossos, of whom more hereaft r . . 

I t was now that we suddenly descri d, on the fa r side of the 

river, some black tents, whose peculiar form, as well as the thick 

smoke they emitted, did not leave us long in doubt as to their 

owners. They were Thibetan; and their pr sence at this spot 

assured us that we were within a few days of the land of the 
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Lamas, the northern limit of our wanderings. We ha iled the 

s ight with joy ; for behind those few black rag and that smok 

lay a meaning th at suffi ced to put heart into the who] caravan. 

On the T!th (A ug ust ), after passing several streams, where, by 

means of woden planks with shutters, gold washings were bing 

carri ed on, we arrived at the villaee of I nto, connected by two 

cable bridges with the small town of Hsiao-Oui'si opposite. At 

both these places th re are hristians, anc.l in the latter we found 

a French missiona.ry, Father Tintet, whom I knew at Lioutin-kiao 

in 1890. The mceting with a fellow-countryman in so remot a 

spot wa~ a g reat event for us, and for the mom nt as we chatted 

tbis farthest recess of bina became France. 

The news of the station was n~t good. Father G ut ll e, the 

doyen of the Thibet Mission, had died tcn days previously at O ui'si, 

without having realised the dream for which he had laboured forty 

years- the recognition of the Roman Catholic religion at Lha~a and 

other cities of ThilJet. Th poor missionaries wer in ev il case. 

Notwithstanding tlie promise that M. Gerard had extorted from 

the Tsungli-Yamen of the reconstruction of their destroyed stations 

at Batang and Atentse, nothin O' had been don. The viceruy 

of Setchuen, having been r called to Pekin, gave orders before his 

d parture to demolish the mission houses; and. just when his spite 

had been wreaked, was poisoned. The mandarin of OUlsi followed 

suit by committing suicidf' . The latter had sent in a report avowing 

that the stations had received no injury either at T sekou or A tentse. 

It was forw rded through Ylinnan- en; and simultaneously with its 

consideration at Pekin a second document, setting out the loss 
~ 

sustained by the m'ssionaries, arrived from Ta-tsien-Iou. The result 

of ~he conflicting evidence was a r primand, a dressed to the 

. viceroy of Y linnan, who lost no time in passing it on to his 
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