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AFTER a bath 111 the flV r we stretcheu. otlrsciv>s on the gra s In 

t he open; and watched a magnificent sunset. It was good thus to 

lie beneath the wide arc of heaven after being so long restri cted 

In our surroundings. 

/' Whilst preparing for our vcn1l1£ meal, our ears were saluted 

m th di tance by a prolonged nt, which, as it rose and fell 1I1 

its approach, was pr ~ .ntly di ting uished a proceeding from a 

melanchol gona . A small band of about fourteen Pals then 

came in sil:)'ht, winding in I ndian file towards ur camp. A t 

their head we recognised on of the deputies who had g iven 

us th ir company on the road. . \i\Then opposite to us they 

stopped, gravely salu ted in a quasi-military fas~ion, pronounced 
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th word " alaam," and sy'uatted. Tw of them carried muzzle

load rs. 

we had no clu to th ir intentions. it gave us ~atisfaction to 

ob erve th quiet promptn ss with which our m n carried out 

our instructions, g iven previoLl to entering the Pal c L1ntry. The 

pack were withdrawn, the tent clos d, and our people ;:, rouped in 

rear. A quaint scene en ued. \;Ve three seat d a t a table behind 

a O'u tt ring candle, facing thi s solemn depu tation, proceeded to 

conduct a colloquy, of which, I imagine, not a sixth part reached 

either party in intelliO' ible form, - from us to Joseph, J os~ph to 

-eran- eli, eran- eli to a K iouts with a few words of Liss u, 

the latter to a Pal wi th fewer of Kioutse, anu from this last to the 

expectant group. Out of this chain of evidence we gathered that 

the chief of Khamti had received a letter from the south with 

threats f war. H ad we any conn cti n with this missive? The 

Pal, who constituted himself spokesman. address d hi s rem!rks in 

so loud a tone that Joseph took exception, and concluded that he 

lied. In return, we assured them we were peaceably inclined, and 

anxious to expound our views at greater len th to the ir g reat 

chiefs; a fter which they took their departure as they had come. to 

the lessening vibrations of the aong. 

N ext day (19th N ovemb r) we had not gone far before w 

perceived a thatched village, from which issued a number of 

i. habitants, who motioned us to stop. Th y had with them a 

bamboo tube enclosing two rolls of paper, one of which contained 

some writirJg in Pal or Burmese characters, si0ned in nglish as· 

far as could b deciphered:" Emz'le .. . Art . .. ," with a seal 

below it, "Seal of the (otert of the Deput ... Bha ." th 

rest was ffaced. This letter found here was curi us, but it did 

not concern us, as we endeavoured to convey to the people. A f< w 
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steps farther, and acram we were stopped. Through til e same 

m dium as before, some notables intimated that we must ma.k 

a present to the village. This procedure did not om mend itself to 

us as at all a desirable precedent to es tab li ~ ; h. On the other hand , 

to use f rce when we did n t know our way, had a river to cross, 

and with the ev r-r currillg difficulty of food, to say nothing of th 

pr ence in our column of local porters on whom we could not rely , 

seemed an unwis -' alternative. 1 heir tone now became more 

menacing; it was a custom, th y said, that other Europeans, non 

of whom had come from the East. had obscrveu, and unless w ' 

conformed to it w could not pass. In thi s dilemma w off, r d 

them five rupees. They indignantly rcfu ed, and laid our modest 

ransom at a hundred rup s. This was too much; we made a 

signal to our men to fall in, and began to get lit our cruns, with 

obvious other int nt than as crifts. Upon thi s th y held a further 

conference with so me pretended chief in th village, and ended by 

accepting ten rupees. uch was our first contact with th e folk of 

Moam - a set of rapacious bl~ckmailers, to whom nothing but 

prudential considerations for the success of (Jur journey allowed us 

to yield. ' 

The females 111 th crowd here were so far feminine, and 

unlik those of the Kioutse , as to recall to us that heav n created 

woman for a companion to man. Th y were tall, wearing a dark 

blue skirt, a light open jacket of the same colour, and a white 

girdle. Their hair was in a knot, and drawn into a g l ssy black 

coil, on the left side of which several fasten d coqu ttish g lass 

spangles that glittered in the sun. Most had ring 111 their ears, 

sometimes of amber. I saw a child here, playincr -ith a wooden 

top, ju t as at h me. 

W passed thr u/:>h the village, Tsaukan, and at once found 
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urselv on the bord rs of the riv r. This was the N am-Kiou. 

r M eli-remai' f the K ioutses, the western branch of the I rawadi. 

I twas ab ut 160 yards in width and 12 fect d p; water clear and 

lug<Ti h. \Ve crossed without delay in flv or six pi rogues, and 

.saw ground for the arroganc of the natives in the _ase with 

which th y could have prevented our passag. A seri es of streams 

succ ded at cl int rval ; the r g ion seemed a veritable 

On the 'am-Kiou. 

cullender for 1 nd -China. om we forded , thers we passed 

currents mingled or diverg d in du'T - outs. Th ir gliding 

without vi ible cause In this flat delta-lik country; in marked 

c ntrast to th riotous torr nts we had so lately I ft. They 

cannot come from far, as the chain [the Dzayul Mountains 

running south-we t bounds them to the north of the plain of 

Moam. 
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As far as the eye could reach stretched rice- fields. yellow as 

the plains of Lombardy. A splendid terri tory, fe rt ile in soil and 

abundan t in water, where tropical and temperate culture Aou rish 

side by side, and the inhabitants are protected on three fron ts by 

mountains. That they were fa irly opulent was to be assumed 

from the si lver bracelets of the children and the small Indian 

coms used as buttons. I ndecd, noth ing would appear to be lack

ing to the happiness of the people of Khamti. On ly beware, 

YOli light-hearted folk, you are perilously close to the British 

leopard. H is appetite is enormous : sooner or later, be it from 

the mountains of Assam. or from the South, he will place his 

paw upon you and bring you undt'T hi s ;. dominion. " There is 

no escape for you, rule r of Khamti ! K ing Theebaw's lot awaits 

you unless you humbly give in YQur allegiance to the Empire of 

India. If YOll do this, you may perhaps retain your titl e, pleasures, 

and a shadow of authority; you \vill receive presents and become 

as one of the hired servants; but,- darc lO lift your head, and 

you will be smashed like a vase of which the pieces are thrown 

away and never spoken of again. 

V.,Te -approached the capital, which, save for !> Iighdy larger 

d imensions and a higher stockade, was not dist ingu ishable fr0111 

other vi llages. T hey led us direct to a small pavilion outs ide, 

like a music kiosk, clean and well built. Four corumns sup

ported a demi-cone-shaped roof of ricc-straw thatch. Round the 

corn ice wer~ panels pain ted on a white ground to represent 

seated Buddhas with a flame upon their heads, cars drawn by red 

horses, and devadas danci ng. These were like what one had met 

with at Laos, only rougher. W ithout the fence that su rrounded , 
this bu ilding long bannerols fl uttered from bamboo poles. For 

ourselves we could have preferred better board a nd worse lodg-
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109, as the inhabitant nly r plied to our hungry pantomime by 

igns that we should wait. 

At the nd of ome time thrf~e p rS(lna . s pr sen ted them

selve. The central on wa indicated as the chief. He was a 

man of some stature and an int lligent face, waring a white 

turban, flannel trousers in colour d trip s like a clown, a small 

rose silk ve::.t, and an old patched pair of European hoes. His 

conC derate had a white v st like the Laos, and a shr wd quick 

y that recalled certain iamese types. Until our int rpreting 

link were all call ct d w sat staring at each other Ii -e china 

doO's. Then the story of the threatening I ;tter fro m .Bhamo was 

repeated to us, and w wer asked to xplain our movem nts. 

This we did as well as we could by mans of a map. and with assur

a.nces that we had not been in Burmah. Already the talk began 

to turn upon presents; so as our translator were now ' tired 

we postponed any further discussi n till the morrow. " On 

1 avina, these officials graciously gave instructions that provisions 

should be sold to us. We quickly realised that prices w r 

to run high: two rupee for next to nothing; and I saw a 

man refuse a quarter rupee for a bit of dead wood for N am' 

fire. 

The early mist lifted next mormng and disclosed to us the 

white summits of the Dzayul Mountains. We despatch d the 

gIfts we had prepared by the hands of Joseph and ao; but they 

return .d without effecting their purpose, and with th~ information 

that the gentleman we had seen n the previous day was nly 

th king's son: the king, his father, would not rise b fore mid

day. Throughout the forenoon a peeping crowd pressed round 

our fence, and we felt rather like the exhibits in the Jardin 

d'Acc1imatation, to whom visitors poke cigarettes and small coins; 
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only with this difference, here our patrons s emed much more 

inclin d to take than give. 

Yesterday's mag nates having returned, we displayed our pre

sents. They regard d them without moving an yelid, and did 

not offer to touch them. W e were given to understand that 

donations were expected by the king (who desired a repeating 

rifl e), by the king's son, and lasLly by th people. This was 

Tsaukan over again. Much as one liked bing agre able to 

chiefs who were a(rre able in their turn, it was a trifl e irritating 

to have one's Lenefactions dictated to one. H \\'ever, we dis

sembled our feelings. The minister, somewhat humanised by our 

promis , told us he had be n several tim s to Calcutta and 

Mandalay, and vouchsa~ d some information recrarding the route. 

In the afternoon we- and our g ifts-were conduct d through 

th capital to b~ presente 1 at court. 

The outskirts of the town were occupied by f nced rect

angular ardens, in which chie fl y wom en were hoeing; the soil 

looked ex tremely rich nd well tended. Betw en th In and the 

viUag were rows of small bamboo rice gra!1anes n piles about 

3 fe t from the ground. Passing them we carne to the 

enceinte, which consisted of a stockade made of wattled bamboos 

J 2 f et high, supported on the inner fac by an embankment. 

This palisad was armed at one-third and again at "two-third 

of its height by proj cting sharpened stakes like chevaux de ./r£ses. 

It was pi erc~d by narr w ntrances closed by a gate formed in 

mo t case of a sinO"le solid baulk of timber. 

insid , the detach d hous s did not admit of streets; 

but In all direct"ons ran narrow plank causeways a foot or so 

fr m the arth, necessary in the rain .' The roofs were thatch d 

and slopin , with a conical excr see nee ( ither end, and in the 
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centr a small gable like a bonnet, that allowed light to enter 

and smoke to scape. At one xtremity of the building was an 

pen I late r111 und r th av s, which admitted more light hori-

zontally. Each dw lling ran from 130 to 130 feet 10 length, and 

wa erect d n piles which form d commodious p ns underneath 

for the live . rock. Th whole village was arrang dna syst m 

of parallel. From ne point of view, with screens hi ing the 

foundation posts, the place s emed a congl meration of circular 

huts or big molehills a one see. in Africa. With th ir thatch 

they gave me th illusion at a distance of some herd of hairy 

mammoths, arre ted in th ir course by a sudd 'n paralysis of 

nature. 

The palace dominated the rest of the village, and was sur-

rounded by small gardens within a palitw. av in point of 

size, it wa. very similar to the other domiciles, but had a sec nd 

r of with two dragons carved in wood at the c rner. W 'were 

u hered into a spacious hall beside the terrace. Tall wooden 

column 27 feet high ran up to the _roof. and the chamber wa 

shut off from the rest of the house by a bamboo partition, on 

which were hung black Hindu buckl rs studded with gold, and 

some lances. The beams were decorated with figures of tigers 

and monkeys painted red, and on the lower parts of the pillars I 

w r fastened horns of animals draped with trips of calico of 

bright hues. I In rear of this fringe stood th royal throne. It ' 

was made of a long chest, on the front panel f which was 

depict d a cavalcade of gods or warriors mounted on trange 

beasts, evidently of Hindu design. neither . side of its bas 

twin serpents reared thei r heads slightly in advance of a grot :sque 

squatting wo den effigy, in wh se hands were a sword a nd a lane 

Behind, a trophy f flint- and match-locks was arranged. 
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u po~ the throne a little wrinkled beardless old man was 

seated. He had on a white vest and a "langouti" (species 

of kilt) of mauve silk; a pillow and tobacco jar w re beside 

him, . and a· spittoon and a.. long pipe at his feet. Before 

him were planted two g ilded umbr 11as. The whole was the 

monarch . . 

V\T were invited to seat ourselves on the no r in front of hi 

majesty, with his majesty's son upon our right, and a (Troup of 

five or six old men who had the air of councillors or notables of 

th place. The rp.st of the hall was fill ed with an audience of 

attendants and general rabble, in the background of which 

appeared the top-knots of sever::.tl women, while som of our 

Thibetans gaz d on the scene with open-mouthed wonder. .Apart 

from the pomp of the reception, I ~as struck with th familiarity 

of the people, who chatted with the members of the royal party 

quite unconcern dly. It was not' so in the Laos Stat s. The 

1 ing's son addressed his sir in a long speech, in which we sup

posed he was declaring who. we w rand wh nce we came. The 

presents w re th ri deposited in ' a tray bp.fore the throne. Th 

king rejoined by putting a few short question tv liS directly 

Who had shown uS the way? Did we come of our own will, r 

wer we sent by anyone? At Tonkin, how were the childr n? 

the old men? Were the people rich? Finally, h ask a by what 

route we desired to reach Assam. 

The travelled mi111s er had already taken our names as a 

souvel11r. The wary Joseph for his own par.t gave an alias, 

alleging that he had found it a wise precaution when dealing 

with a mandarin. , 
In the conver ation, as was natural, Tonkin took chief place. 

We did end avour to e 'plain that France was a.t a greater distance; 
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but not being engaged to give a hi tory or geography lecture to 

the people of Khamti, and as we ere chiefly concerned to gain 

their furtherance for our departure, we refrained from puzzling 

their Oriental brains. I n the end the general impression Jeft was, 

I fancy. that M. Carnot and some generals in a pictur I showed 

were the principal men in Tonkin, and Napoleon III., whose head 

was on the louis d'or I distributetl, wa .its g reat chief. A SICTn 

of dismissal being given, we withdrew with much pleasure. We 

had had about enough of social amenities for one day. 

Under th palace we ob erv d som men at work forging 

sword-blades; the fire was in a sunk trench, and for b .110ws a 

man seated on a trestle work d two pistons in bamboo tubes 

pump-wIse. We had fondly hoped for orne amelioration of our 

diet on coming to Moam. 0 far we had not succeeded. ~'hen 

we asked for victuals they replied by telling us to stay h re three 

days 10nO'er, and not to bother about porters - an invitation" cap

able of more than one int rpretation. As we return d to our 

camp we met an lephant which belong d to the king. Our 

men w re highly amus d at their fir t meeting with such an 

animal. I t came from Assam. But n twithstanding this and 

oth r surprises, th y were quite ready t quit Khamti, wh r 

their r ception had not qualled xpectation. ran - . eli de

liver ·d himself of his Cl ' tonishment that th king. wh r minded 

hml I)[;:].n ld monkey, should have been p rched on a seat whil 

we were on th floor; and as for am, he regarded all th In-

habitants as pIgs. 

-0/ e turned our enforced delay to account by v.isiting the uburb 

and studying the population. Th re was a pagoda in a grov . near 

the villag , wherein was placed a row of gilded Buddhas with 

conical head-dress, and som small r nes of marbl , painted r 
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gilded as 10 India. Flags bearing Buddhist subjects and Thai' 

inscriptions hung from the ceiling, but we saw nothing unusual, 

artistic, or finely sculptured as in Laos. orne tablets of black 

wood served as boards, which were written on with a white 

substance obtained from the bamboo, and the bonze showed me 

a letter of recommenuation from an Englishman, Mr. Gray, in 

case the priest should wish to go to India. 

In the course of the day following our audience we received 

another visit from the king's son and his adviser. his time 

they smiled UpOIl 11S, and brought some tubes of bamboo filled 

with molasses. The minister became sufficiently confidential to 

produce the subjoined paper for our inspection. It was in English, 

and ran thus:-

"This is a certi ficate that Hoe Daung, nephew of th Lak

houm Saubroa of Pamkouti Kha)11ti , came to Bhamo to pay 

homag and respect in February '92. He was accompanied by 

the Amdogyi of Lakhoum, named Baraugnan, as representing the 

Lakhou111 aubroa: Tbe Amdogyi and Hoe Daung were at 

Mandalay· and Rangoon. 0 promis s were mad th 111, save 

that with regard to the claim set forth by Sankpakbou, the Lak

houm aubma, to be chief Saubroa of l rhamti / such claim 

should be the subject of inquiry and further considerat.>ion. By 

this pr mpt visit, bearing tb . homage and presents of the Saubroa, 

hi neph w (in the plc~r: of the said 'au broa) has recognised . 
the supremacy of the Government, and bas expressed his desire 

to be a loyal subj ct, and this will be taken into account in future 

dealings with him. His territory now forms part of the district , 
1 Thi is ambiguou ' : the claim bas been mace in the course of a past visit .. . 

qu r·y: an inquiry will be mad in the course of ur ViSlt (future) ?- AUl'HOR. . 

3 19 



FR M TONKIN TO IN I 

controlled by tile D eputy-Commissi(lner of Bhamo and he has a 

riaht to the protection and consid ration of the overnment . 

. , E. C. . GEORGE, 

" D pUly-Commission r. 

Thi docum nt confirmed our conjectures on first reaching the 

plain. The chief of Khamti , fin ding most lik ly his pov" er shaken 

by competitors, or for some other good reason, had found it 

advisable to address hi , submission to England. H e had sent 

ambassadors to the 1 ndian G vernment, and it was probably 

following on this mbassage that Mr. Gray was despatched to 

explore and thoroughly inve tigat the country. 

Here we hay the invetera te method pursued by England: an 

advance as sure as it is deliberate, and with no retrograde. TI- e 

rule of Britain spreads like a drop of oil by a sort of in et(ora~I '" 

law of na ture and decre of destiny. Assam is one instance, 

absorbed fifty years ago; Upper Burmah is another, anne ed 

within the last ten. To-day thes countries a re conterminous ; 

a nd, united under the English flag, are boring littl by little up to 

the very springs of the I rawad i. T o the right of Khamti they 

are stopp d by the rang s of Thibet. They will not ao farther 

to the north-east, for two reasons,-the precipitous height of the 

mountains, and the nak dness of the land. Where no pr fit are, 

there is 0') English Aag. 

The minister told us also that steamers from Bhamo now w nt 

as high as Mogaung. In this again I recogI1;ised the admirable 

system of English colonisation. First conquer; then follow up 

unhesitatingly, working to turn t use what has been acquired, by 

pushing trade, by establishing communicati ns, and by allowing all 
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without reservation ancl without delay to extract the benefi ts from 

the fresh te rritory. 

-VVe inqu ired of OUf interlocutors as to the ir origin. T hey 

said the people of Khamti had always dwelt there, unde r their 

own name of Thai's, like the Laotians. The mountain tribes to the 

cas t, west, and north of Khamti we re known by the general term 

Khanungs. One portion of the plain was called Lakhoum, and 

another, compri sing about a dozen vi llages in the west. Manch i· 

I< hatllti. 

As at thi s puint of the conversatlon we appeared to be on 

such good tefms with each other. we vent ured to reopen the 

subject of porters. In a momenl Ollr friends' faces were made 

to exhibi t blank amazement. To the watch word .. porters" the 

counters ig n was" presents." 

perce ived very clea rl y that 

Everyone demanded something. 

short of actual molestat ion we 

We 

had 

fallen into a nest of brig<l nds; should we never shake off these 

jack<rls? A petty ch id from T saukan put in for tt: n rupees; we 

refused, having already g iven him enough; whereupon he laid 

at our feet a sword-blade sent to us Irom his people; anJ when 

that was 'also declined, sa id he could not take it back for very 

shame, what would we offer ?-got rid of a t five rupees. T he 

prime minister nex t claimed value for an ox i- se ttled him, and 

off he went to conrer with the king. T he evening \'i si ts took 

the form of em issa ries, sent to urge their own, and to decry their 

ne ighbours', merits. Ait'lge ther we received a lesson in di s

crimination and diplomacy. 

Al thollgh at other times there was no regular market, the 

inhabitants preferring house-to-house exchange, one sprang up , 
towards the end of our stay round our kiosk, chiefly for the sa le 

of rice, vegetables, eggs. and potatoes. Salt was very scarce and 
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"alu d highly ; it was measured in small hand-scales ao-ainst frag

ll1ents o[ pottery as weig hts. I saw also a sort o[ brown wick 

lik that [or lamps, which . oak d in opium, was us d in the 

preparation o[ a drink. ' mber frolll the south was pretty pI nti-

[ul, and ] was shown a bit o[ rough jasper and some garnets like

tho ' in the H imalayas. 

I n the pe pI the rns Ives w r cognised the La tian type, 

which not a strongly marked one. They ha t straight- et 

rather wide-open y with slightly puckered lid s, broad no , 

a rch o[ yebrow an 1 frontal bones [rominent, thick lips, and 

Ii" complexion so 1 what d eper than among the folk o[ Laos. 

MO'l o[ the men w r ~ ugly; but th y unger females had pleasant 

[ace. and sometimes fin yes. As a wh I , th y w'r I 5S in

qui ilive and annoying than a s imilar ' hines crowd, and did not 

mind being dispersed. The c sturn of the men was the lang uti, 

and a garment passing under the I [t a rm and fas tenetl on the 

right houlder. N arly all carried the short sword acr s the 

brea t, Kiout e fashion; the had finely tempered blades and a 

o· od balanc . rath r coarse thread stuff, with a red or blu 

patt rn on a light '-r und, is made in Khamti itself, and calico 

prints are se·n equall y with vests f Thibetan poulou. The 

women invariably wore a blue cott n skirt, rath r long and fitted 

to the figure. Their bos ms w r not xposed as in Laos, and . 

they no longer bathed openly in the river lik their isters of th 

south-ea~; t. Their carriage was rect and o-rac ful, with short 

step. Both sexes smoked pipe, bambo -r ot with silver mount, 

r a long cigarette made o[ the lea[ of a tree. ther charac-

teristics in common were the wide-brimmed, cone-crowned' urm se 

s traw hat, and the ear-rings ither f amb r, bamb 0, or v n 

) aves. xcept in the case f two or thr e chief who had 
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English shoes, everyone w~nt barefoo t, T he plain folk (:0 little 

carrying; when they do, they make use of a Idng bamboo balanced 

on the shoulder with a basket at either encl. 

Much of our information was derived from the minister, who, 

when \ .... e got him alone and with the insinuation of a special 

bribe if carriers were fonh cI")ming, displayed no lack of intelligence 

and a really remarkable memory, by which he desc ribed the 

roules of departure from Khamti ,' and reeled off almost without 

check each day's stage for a month 's march. On this occasion 

also we d ispensed with OUf cumbrous method of intercourse, and 

got aiang quite as fast by a speedily established dumb-show, I n 

the course of our ta lk we learned Ihat the Singphos and the 

),achins are one and the same, the first being the T hai appelJa 

tion and the secontl the Burmese. .This people, who extend south 

of Khamti. were described a!> at this ve ry lime in active warfare 

with the English. 

A petty chid from a village to the west paid us a visit, and 

he too possessed a certifica te from l'vl r. Gray. Plenty of folk 

hereabout expressed a desi re to go to I nriia. I f the route is 

im proved; frequent commu nication between it and Khamti will 

probably e re long be established. 

The announcement- natu rally not made without fresh gratu ity 

-of twelve porters recruited for us in the mountains, · made us 

anxIous to prove the minister's itinerary without dda>'. From 

Khaillti to Bishi, the [jr~t village III Assam, was said to be 

only nine days' march, but without intermediate sett lements. 

To be on the safe side, we laid ill supplies for cleven dars. 

1 There nre three routes 10 Assam: one to the south by the } ource of the river 
Daphn; :t second by thllt or the r;n:r Dihing: and a third to the north by the Mishmis. 
The first of these only has been followed: by Colonel Woodthorpc in 1875 (188S?) and .by 

i\1I . ·Cmy in 1s..)3. 
... ..... . 
0-0 
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The minister now r quested a written te timonial 111 return for 

his good office. H e g t it in the form of a notice, in French 

and Engli h, warning future travellers to bewar of the rapac ity 

of the inhabitants of Khamti, chiefs and commons. 

Our preparations wer interrupted by the arrival of two horse

men, mounted on broad-chested , short-necked tats; like those of 

Annam. One of these <Yentry, dressed in a many - coloured 

langouti, fox-skin v st, and white turban, proved to be a Gourka 

of Nepaul, who had travelled by Darjeeling to Calcutta, and 

thence to Rangoon, Moulmein, Mandalay, Bhamo, and Moga ng. 

He spoke a ~ w words of English, and confirmed the report of 

fighting betw en the English and the ' ingphos. He described 

how he hims If, a merchant, had been made 1 risoner, bound, and 

despoiled of three thousand rupees and three cases of goods, but 

had made his e cape minus everything. An offer which '(e 

made him to accompany our party back to II)dia was d c1ineJ; 

on the. score of attempting the r covery of hi lost frects. Hi s 

presence added an en tirely fresh and unexpected type of siati c 

to the motley gathering round our kiosk. 

We had fixed our start or the 24th (November). The 

morning came, but no porters. eran-Seli, sent to beat them 

up, rai es three; the rest reported coming. Reappearance of king's 

son and minister-just to see us off, and to be:;, a case for the 

former's 'Ninchester, which w gave rather as one does a bone 

to a dog. Another hour-still five carriers short. King's son 

Issues orders to find them. This not producing the smallest 

effect, "Pessimus," as J os ph dubbed the avaricious Paj' inter-. 
pretei, sallies in quest; and-2 p.m.-r turns-unaccompanied, 

to say that they were certainly there overnight, but have fl ed. 

Another day lost! 
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As one throws out everything from a balloon to lig hten it. 

so we decided upon a still further reduction of im pedim nta; 

and, to this end, discarded the men's tents and as much else a. 

we possibly could. Our men themselves proposed each to carry 

an additional share of the remainder, pr [erring increased individual 

loads to staying longer in thi s place. They had now b en mor 

than two month s 

on the road, and 

wer as anxIous 

to reach India as 

ou rs lves. 

We were sati s

fied with the louk. 

of our g uid , who 

was a robust and 

thick -se t fell ow. 

\ ith more of the 

hillman than th 

plain about him, 

res m bling th ' 

Si ngpho s rath er 

than the Pa'is, and 

acq uain t ed with 
Poulnnghing. our Guide from Khanlli.· 

the dialect of the former. H e was to acc mpany us as far as 

Dibrugarh, where we hoped to reach th railway. 

To fill the afternoon b [ore our actual start, I paid a visit to 

th village of Panlian, about three - quarters of a mil to th 

south. In the pa oda her the bonzes had a large numb r of 
; 

puppi s - a regular dogs' home. I was interested in a sugar-

can . press m the courtyard. Two posts, one vertical and the 
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ther hori zontal, each having cogs cut in th ir c ntre, bit on 

ach other, and cru h d th can'e as they revolved. A child 

tLlrned the mill, and fed it at the same tim ; the jLlic running 

down into a hollow blow. Near th pagoda stood some 

j{eligi(lu5 1unum li t at Panliun. 

" t" 

reli Fious m num nts, in stone or harden d clay, cov red with 

white cern nt. Their shape was pyramidal, surmounted by' a 

sugar J af, T calling the lotus knob, and dwindling above throu~h 

iron rings to a point. n their sides niches contain d gilt or 
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white marble Buddhas , scated or recumbent. \\'c wondered i f 

the K hamti worsh ippe rs k new of the existence of similar sh rines 

on the ot!lcr side of the Dzayul l'vlc)llnttlins to the north. Another 

monument was in the form of a tapering- pillar. with a tablet 

as if for an inscript ion, beneath a gilt bird like a cock. T he 

scene as lingered on the brink of a ::;trcam. and watched 

the string of women and slow buffaloes movlIlg homeward 

through the shallow ford in the mellow sunligh t, was a very 

lovely and a lazy one, and suggested refl ec tions on this fair region 

of K hamti and ils inhabitants. whose artistic and indolent natu res 

har rn oniscd in the ir puse, the ir garmcms, the ir dwellings, and 

their mcmori:.ds. I t is a beaut iful country, where evcrr thing 

seemed to be fitly wedded to its coun te rpart, unde r a clear sky 

and vi \'i fying sun; I \\'as templed . to apply the line-

o j(JrltflltlfOS lIimillm, .SlfO si /Ii)/fa lIorillt, 

Th:llS! . 

25th (November).- .Positively our last morning! and a last 

request. T he ki'ng's son, through ., Pf!ssimus," insi nuated that 

he would be glad of my boots. T his time I could not o1Jl ige 

him. H e kept us COlnpany for some dis tance. and we parted 

fri ends. 

I t was manifest that without the help of these 'people we 

should have been hard p ut to it to continue our journey; but 

th~y set such an exorbitant price on the ir services, and showed 

themselves so pet ty in thei r cupidity. begging up to the last 

moment, that, despite their utili ty to ou r plans, they left on our 

minds the unpleasant reminiscence of a pack of fawning parasites. 

'vVe could have wished- for their sakes, though ' not for ours

to. see them boldly oppose our advance, and demand a healt hy 
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ransom. I would any day rather P d.SS for a real brigand than 

f r a cozener. 

We had start d with what porter. w could g t together; and 

v ry ne of our party was g lad to be off 011 thi the fina. stage 

of ou r way to I ndia. The men marched briskly, a nd sano', 

notwithstandin cr their heavy burdens, for throughout the first day 

0ur direction lay across the plain. few insignificant rivers 

had to be waded, but the jungle, where it app roached the paddy

fields, was of no den ity. At intervals w passed relig ious 

erection, in the shape of sh rines, tombs, or posts about j feet 

high, mo t of which w re partially g ilded, and shone handsom Iy 

in the sun. From one illage still came a demand for a gun, 

but it ounded only a an echo of importunity, and was treat d 

with a hrug of the houlJ rs. As they continu d to pester us, 

nio, the plain speaker, promised to slit their throats unle s 

they d sisted; and Fa, who ha rbour d sanguina ry noti ~ns, 

graphically proposed to pluck out the thin hairs of their moustach s, 

till their faces should be as bare as the outside of a copper pot. 

' 0 great a dislike had our men taken to the people of Khamti , 

that their commonly xpressed desi re was to retu rn with a 

hundred well-arm d men and terrorise them. 

The 26th (November) saw us into the mountains; and now 

the heavy loads began to t II. The first ridge was gained at 

4,225 feet, where, at the village of ingl n ,w met with a 

hospitality from the wild hillmen which contrast d favourably 

with that of tr.e more civilised folk of th plain. But already 

troubl s were gathering on our horizon. To begin with, all 

our carriers did not get up to the night's halting-place. Further, 

we h re learned that at least eighteen days would be wanted 

to reach Assam, instead of the Khamti computation, which had 
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evidendr been based upon relay porters and light order. From 

this, the ex treme village, then, we were confronted with fifteen to 

eighteen days' march throug h un peopled mountains with tired 

fn llowers. And, as necessary prel iminaries, we must lay in ex tra 

rice, thereby increasing the loads, and invent reliefs to car ry 

them. I t was a la rge mouthfu l to swallo w, but we were in 

for it. 

On the 27th (November), as if in a nswer to our presemi

ments, the early mist rolled back, and disclosed the mighty barrier 

awaiting us. T he sunrise effects upon its snowy Topmost line and 

among its peaks and chasms were superb. As morning advanced, 

the belated porlers came in by twos and threes, hav ing slept 

where night overtook them. wi thout shel ter, fi re. or food. They 

were qui te d iscouraged . Ills rarel): come singly. and we presently 

discove red that three of the K ioutsc carriers had decam ped at 

daylight. One resul t of this defect ion was the interru ption of our 

link of intercourse with our guide, which had henceforth to be 

carried on by signs. Th~ res t of the day was expended Il1 

unremitting efforts to rec ruit our carriers from the villagers. 

F earing 'lest they should imag ine they were bemg pressed fo r 

cor vee, I gave them to unders tand they would be well paid. I 

need have been under no anxiety on th is score ; the Kioutses 

were qui te alive to our straits, and demanded five ru pees per 

man per diem, which terms we perforce conceded. As an 

appropriate culmination [Q the day's adve rsities, several of our 

own men went down with a bout of feve r. I t reated them with 

quinine and kola. 

Some of the people of this part smoked opiulll , though not in , 
the Chinese fashion. They cut up a bit of the sodden wick al ready 

ment ioned, and boiled it in a little water. Then chopping very 
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fine a I af r semblin CT plantain, and drying it, they ste ped the 

fibre in the opium d coction, and smoked it in a wooden hubble

bubble. 

On the 28th ( ov mber) more ballast 'was thrown out. W e 

J ttisoned Briffaud's valise and the frame of his camp bed, Roux's 

-cloak,. and the hammers, axes, and leather bags. It was imperative 

that we should have sixteen days' ration s, and our only chance was 

t make forced marches under lighter load. Even now, with 

carcity staring them in the fac , I found it hard to st ir our men 

to a sense of th ituation. Their indifference is constitutional. 

Our first camp aft" r lea\"ing ingleng was thr e miles on, and 

by the evening we had only accomplished half a stao·e. Fifteen 

days' food left: our reRections were not rosy.. Ever since our 

arrival at Khamti, previously so longed for, we had had nothing 

but vexations; and now, when we thought our toils almost nded, 

the greatest difficulties wer in reality b .g inning. Ther ' was 1.0 

advantage in r turning to Khamti; a lengthened sojourn there, 

or an attempt on another route under id entical conditions, were 

equally futil e. It was not a question of luxury but of bare sub

sistence, and it was anno ing to feel that a slight lack of prevision 

should jeopardise both our followers and ourselv s. 

The guide, who had been away trying to enlist porters, rejoined 

on the 29th (N ovember) with twelve men, and we moved off with

out 10<;s of time. Our march was a rough one, partly beside a 

rushing g rey - bl'le torrent, the Nam - Lang, crossed later in the 

day at a quiet spot, and partly in the wood . Indeed it was a 

repetition on a minor scale of the Kiou-kiang, no~ omitting th 

leeches. Now and then in the more open spots we saw traces 

of circular enclosures of crossed bamboo sticks, which may have 

been, as was said, intended for protection against panthers or 
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t igers; i f so, they were utte rl y inadequa te for the purpose, and 

we inclined to the belief that they were connected with some 

relig ious superst it ion. 

should have Cdt more 

\Vhen we bivouacked for the night, we 

sat isfied with the day's work if fever had 

not got a finn hold on fOUf of our men. Loureti, t ht:! voun(res[ . ~ 

of the t roop. was the wnrst case. and kept up with diffi cuh)' . 

although the unselfi sh Allio took his pack as well as his own. 

T hei r condition distressed us, as we could do little to alleviate 

it beyond g iving them flannel sh irts and qtlinine. I t is perhaps 

needless to say that this and the days [hat followed proved the ultcr 

fallaciousness of the information su pplied li S at Khamli , " Pcssi

mus" had assured us we should haw' no more torrent scrambles; 

we had lillIe else. As for I-I oc Daung. the minister, he had 

told us that we could have no difficulty in finding the way, as 

the re was no choice; he might h:-tvt:! added that, for the Illost 

Part, there was no route to lose, \Vithollt the (ruidc It must .> 

have been impossible for us to guess it. 

\Ve ascended the valley of the Nam - Tsa '" finding ph:nliful 

signs of forest rangers III the spoor of antelope. tige rs, and 

rhinocer6s. Vole had to thank the laller for many :1" enlarged 

path and flatte ned bank. Poulanghing. the guide, explained ti lat 

these arc two·llOrned rhinos, and that their fl esh is good. Their 

prints were not so large as those which I had seen in Sl;ndarbunds. 

I n th is forest march we came to a clearing where was a muddy 

s pring, a likely lair f0f wild pig. I n a la rge tree was built a 

machan or small bamboo platform, wbence a hunter could commancl 

the descent of tiger or rh inoceros to drink. 

Near our midday halt we had a stroke of luck in the discovery , 
o f two loads of rice placed under cover, no doubt by some folk 

against thei r re turn from Assam. 
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t mptation; we had thirte n uays' food left, and the guide declared 

th rc were fifteen starr s at least before we could hope to rea ch 

a village. \Ve therefore did not hesitate, but took one basket, 

and left some rup e 111 its place. urillg the day we p ssed 

acre t of 6, 175 fe t. More evidence of tio·ers abounding; by 

the · ite of our camp lay the scattered relics of some traveller, 

aid to have been eaten. 

2nd (December). - Looking ut through the trees on a hilltop, 

\\" per ived. right before us, the great chain of separation betw en 

th basins of the Ira wadi a nd the Brahmaputra. I t appeared of 

great altitude, anu snow cov red its rocky ·ummits. In the north

west, at the head of the valle into which we were about to descend, 

the guide pointed out a dip in the range as the pass over which 

our route would lie. To count ract the pleasur which the sight 

gave us, a number of misfortunes assailed us at once, and we saw 

that Fate was not going to admit us into I ndia ~ithout prot~s t. 

Roux dragged himself into camp under a sharp access of fever 

which had followed a night chill. Briffaud also was on the sick

list fr m a similar. though slighter, attack. By the afternoon 

Joseph and two other were ItOrs de combat with ailments and 

wounds. haIr-day halt had to be called. 

To furth r curtail our baggag, my valis was next to go. 

~ ome of its content we put into a lottery for th men, to k ep 

up their spirits. The warr Pelalon drew the chief prize, a pair 

of double glas'·es. As for my poor little volumes of V. Hugo 

and. de Musset. my companions for many a month, it was with a 

pang that I saw th ir leav s help to kindle a fire [or .barbarians ; 

the bird labels and photograph sl ips were transformed into quiils 

for th ears of the Kioutses, and th pag s of a dictionary went 

for cigarett s. 
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Before turning in , a ll hands carne for medical treatm e.n t, and 

a llayed the ir complaints as far as possible wi th kola, quinine, or 

op ium pill s. But it was high time to ar ri ve somewhere; the sto re 

of re med ies was well. nig h exhaus ted. 

Whe n we !lgain se t fo rward, heavy work fell o n the column in 

hacking a way through the bamboos and creepers. One advantage 

in this slow prog ress was that it allowed the mOft:: sickly to ge t 

up with the main body by nig htfall. On the w:Jy we sldrted some 

hurnbill s thal. with e normous 1x:aks and resounding wings, {l ew 

over our heads with much clangou r. In two spots \\(; saw dcs(!rtcd 

huts; among the wayfa rers who traverse these solitary chains many 

never complete their journey, v ictims to tigers o r starvation. The 

fi rst pioneers who penetrated these fastnesses mus t, I nnagllle. 

have done so by degrees, e::tch iJnproving a lillIe on his pre

decessor. 

4 th ( December).-Rou -..: was so ill as to be unable to move. 

and Briffaud was not much belte r. As the situa tion grew gra ver. 

I decided to send o n Ser"ll-Seli with a !lying column of a few 

reliab le men, and the less robust, the ~tlide, a nd the K ioutses. 

\Ve d ivided the food so as to give ten days' rice a t !iWtc bowls 

per d iem, and I made up a few p::tpers of kob and quinine for tht::m 

His de tac1Jn1l':nt could move fairly, with the exception of one o ld 

C hris tian , whose case caused us anxiety. H is heart \\'as weak; 

and it was a paidul s ight to sec h im tottering a ll with fixed eyes 

and swollen limbs; he .vas too feeble any longer to bear a burde n. 

If o nly we got him to a v illage, we mig ht save him yet. T he 

mai n bod y, consisti ng o f the st ro nger men, our boys, J oseph, my 

s ick comrades, and mysel f, must re ma in where we we re fo r a day. , 
That was the longes t we could res t with safety. My fu rther plans 

were that if on the morrow my two companions wt:re no better , 

335 



the hould 

day' food. 

FR T I 

tay wher th y \ er. with thre men an tw lve 

The other, with myself wouJrl push on in the track 

of eran - eJi on short rations, remittinc'" or d 'P sitin as much 

and a often as possible for the r ar party. who should follow as 

ther w re able. istressing as it was to I ave any sick in the 

mid t of the mountains with such slender resources. this was the 

only feasible scheme, for the first to reach h lp would immediately 

pass it back along th line. 

That tedious day of halt we sp nt 111 such distractions as each 

could devis for himself and his fellows. We were twenty-two 

In camI. including two Kioutses kept back as useful in tracking. 

\\ might deem our elves fortunate to have round us such a loyal. 

nduring, and plucky band of followers. Actually. on acquaintino

Anio with the pr spect of relinqui hino- the sick. he and the other 

Thibetans were for attempting to carry them on thei r shoulders, 

but the tangled path rend r d litt rs impracticable. , . 

The 5th (December) found Roux incapable of the xertlon of 

walking. and we put our dispositions into effect. Two men 

remained with him, and we furnished him with nearly all our littl 

reserve stock f candles. compressed soup. m dicine, and tobacco. 

And so we left our comrade. reluctantly, but with good hope that 

before many days he would be on our trail. H av n alon knew 

what would be the end of all this, and I ardently lanD d to s e 

{Jur whole troop reunited in th nearest villacre f ssam. 

Briffaud, though much exhausted, r s lved to k ep croing. 

ur reduc d column had rather a hunted asp ct, especially forlorn 

bing that of the tw Kiouts s. who at every h.alt crouched with 

their elbows on their knees, shaking in very limb. W bivouacked 

that night und r a big rock that off, r d a natural sb lter in th 

middle f the forest. There were trace of previ us travell rs in 
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five or SIX small bamboo altars with a few propit iatory grams of 

rice for the genius of the mountain. Before quitting th ~ spot next 

morn ing, we left a line of encouragement for Roux to find when 

he came along. T his was a terrible day in all respects. \,yc made 

a late start in "hivering cold, which was not improved 111 my own 

case by an involuntary bath in all icy torrent. Fever, too, laid 

hold of Joseph. 1\t a littl e over 7,OUO feet we came into the region 

of conifers, wh ich we had not seen lately, and ~hordy afte r reached 

the snow. ] t was only ankle deep, but the shoulders of the great 

chain to our left were spread with flawless folds. From the pass 

we were on we could see bf!hind us the Naill Phungan valley, the 

wide depression where Khalllti lay. and in the background a 

tumbled mass of mountains, to the right of which <I whi le lint: 

marked the dividi ng range be tween the Sal wen and the K iou-kiang; 

it had not its winter coat when we trave rsed it. Before us the 

valley of the Dapha burrclwed in·to the hill s. and on our right 

loomf~d the dim outline of big Daphaboum. From this poin t the 

downward streams we should cross would be bou nd for the llrahma

put ra. \·Ve had done with the basin of the lrawadi, and our feet 

were now in I ndia, - i nd ia the rich , I nJia the wonderful, a name 

to conjure with, and a land to conquer froIll the days of Alexander 

to Napoleon. could hardly believe that our objec t was so nearly 

attained, that we had achieved our des ign in its en ti rety; explored 

the Ch inese Mekong, fixed the sources of the g reat English 

Irawadi, and debouched on India; that it had been reserved for 

us to fu lfil the dream of so many Englishmen, by finding the 

shortest route from China inLO India. 

But imaginat ion outstripped real ity. Soon after passing the 
I 

col, word was brought that Joseph. far in rear, was prostrated by 

fever. T o forsake him there was certain death, to send back a 
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man with food to stand by i'n an xposed, waterless s{ at would 

court the loss of both. In this crisis nio again came to the 

fore, and volunteer d to go back and bring him in; or, if that 

were impossible, to get him over the pass into ~helt r. 

him g dspecd a nd a supply of food. t the same tim 

\ \1 gave 

c,ne of the 

Kioutses, a rice bearer, dropped behind shaking with cold and 

fev r. \ \' could not stay in the snow, and went on until we 

came to the ground where the advanced party had p.lssed the 

prec ding night. We found two of them awaiting us with the 

news that the aIel hristian had disappeared the evening before. 

eran- eli had searched long and unremittingly. but without success, 

and it is to be feared the p or fellow crawled into some hoI , where 

he succumbed to his privations, or ~ 11 a prey to wild beasts. A 

gr at <T rief fell upon the whole troop at the loss of a member of 

our un ited little family-a feeling r ndered mor melancholy by , 
our inability to recover and bury his body. In th evening, afte r 

mealtime, when the moon was up and the wind bl w cold off the 

snow-fields, the men knelt in a cirel round th fir with their 

faces turned towards Tsekou. Even we wer shivering; but the 

Thibetans, with bare limbs and uncover d heads and their tchaupas 

thruwn open at the chest, r cited the litanies for the dad. Ther 

was omething d eply moving in the sight of such simple mourn

ing, and we joined them with sincere reverenc. V.rhen we set 

forward on the next morning, the men out of r spect I ft on the 

spot the f w coverings that had been th old man's. And that 

WciS all his monument. 

7th ( ecernber).-Joseph and Anio happily ~ejoined us; but our 

concern was transferred to Briffaud and anoth r, who were in a 

very weak state. We made a short stage, but it wa downhill 

t wards the apha, and the sun both warmed and ch ered us. 

338 



KHAMTI T INDI A 

There ",:as plenty of talk in the troop of " Kalikata " (Calcutta), 

and Anio declared that he must learn some English words, notably 

" wine" and "sugar," for with the former one could laug h at fever 

a nd cold. The big h athen, A tong, had tl rem dy against th e 

foes in a bowl of hot water, into which he scraped a couple of 

pimentos and some g inger. 

Throughout the forenoon of th ~ th (Decemb r) we followed 

a wooded track on the left bank of the am-Dapha. I went on 

tlhead, a nd had a regular pap r-chase in disc vering the blaz d 

tr 'es and broken branches of the advanced colul11 from a mong 

th numerous false scents of will animals. \;V coulc1 not have 

been fa r behind th e others, for at one place we foun d the emb rs 

of their fire still smould rin g-, and a moukc; or tall y, on whi ch werf' 

-cu t s m Thibe tan sig ns to warn u.s that there was no water in 

front. W th >refore provid d ourselves with bamboo tubes full , 

carri d 111 bandolier. A large monkey which I shot prov d a 

w 1c:om additi n to th camp k ttle. It was of th e fa Ir sex, 

.and v ry toug h but w lick d her bone . weansome climb . 
had taken it out of ~s, and the bivouac was f) ne of gen 'ral d jection. 

Each one' realised that it was a strugcrle for life now ; th Kioutses 

-contradict d themselves every hour. Many ~ tprints of tlg -rs 

cuttiO <T the fresh on s of our men showed the sympatheti creatures 

had wind of us. But I had no d sire here for a re turn • call fr m . 
tho e old friends, whose acqua intance I had formerly soug ht 111 

India, and guns wer fi;-f!d at dusk to warn them off. 

9th ( c mb r).-We had only rice for one more day and a 

break fa t. At daybreak Anio despatched the two Kiouts s to 

catch up the leader, who had two days' more supplies than we, 

.and t t 11 th m to leave a litt! by the way for us. The march 

was n w along cr 5ts, and in the afternoon we viewed throug h the 
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trees the end of th e mountains and a distant plain, In which the 

Dihing by like a ribbon. Safety looked a long way off. The 

only water we found on this stage was dark and brackish ; but we 

mad tea with it, called it coffee, and ~lrt:nk. No strao'gl rs on 

this day. 

roth (December).-The desc nt continued of a kind which 

frequent falls had rendered familiar to us, down a watercours , 

from rock to rock. I n the tops of the trees grey apes with black 

faces swung by their long tail s, and Sao manag d with his Win

chest r to bag a little on , which did not go far among so many. 

A thr ad of smoke to our right attracted us, as it had been intended, 

to the site of the previous camp ; and there, on a bamboo decorated 

with plantain leaves, ran-Seli had hung a little bac,. of rice, show

ing that our Kioutses had overtaken him. This furni sh d us 

with a meal, which was taken at once. Two more men (Tatou 

and Petalon) fell out. We could not stop for them, but left ~hem 
in charge of each other. Anio now marched so 'fast, almost at a 

trOl, that I could scarce keep up with him. A mountain river 

of considerable dim nsions and streng th next confront,ed us, and 

demanded three s ~parate f(>rdings at spots marked for us by 

pyramids of stone. The water was cold and the bottom ragged, 

so that the performance was not an enjoyment. Wet to the waist, 

we mended our pace, hoping to come in sight of a village at every 

bend of th stream. Instead, to our chagrin , we stumbled on to 

a bank of sand, where further footprints ellded. orne tree trunks 

thrust into m;d-current showed that someone had attempted a 

bridge, and failed. There was no evading it.-into the water we 

must 0 aga111. But we had had enough for the day, it would 

keep till the morning; and I called a halt. 

The men had nothing to eat, but there was still some tea, so we 
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crowded round the fire, and were not more clown-hearted than was 

necessary. This time, at any rate, we were ilt tbe foot of the 

formidable chains fo r good. H ad I been in the humour to adm ire 

natu re at this period, I should have been struck with wonder at the 

scene which the sunset lit for us. The head of the valley was 

closed by a bold buttress of the re moter mountains whence we had 

come. Low down by the river the trees already lay in s0(tened 

dimness, but the departi ng light was moving ~ l o\\'ly upwards from 

slope 10 sheer, blending bands of deepen ing heather shadows at the 

base as though laid with the broad s weep of a painte r's hand, until 

aloft as it touched the cameo- tinted snow the purple paled to violet 

and the violet blushed to rose. This was perhaps the last look we 

should have of the Dzayul chain, where its fi nal limits reach the 

borderland of India. 

l!th (Deccmber).-Abandoned the ten t and other portions of 

baggage. After reconnoitring the' bridge end and finding deep 

wa ter. the men scattered, up and down the banks to SeeK a p<lssa~e, 

but returned nonplused. As they huddled like sheep and hung 

back, Sao ClL t the knot by pl ungi ng in and struggling through,-the 

water was' up to the arm-pits, a nd bitte rl y cold. T he whf)le of the 

day we followed the wind ings of the valley, now on the margin , now 

in the woods to cu t off promontories, and in narrow places we laid 

bamboo slides. The work was nearly as bad as that by'the Kiou-

kiang. Empty stomachs caused our knees to knock and our 

heads to swi m, and the advance left a very vague impress ion on our 

minds. A nio had got ahead of us, still bearing his pack, and, 

nOlwithsdnding that he had had nothing to eat since noon of the 

day previous, he sang or whistled as loud as he could to cheer us , 
whenever he stopped. About four o'clock I heard shouts and a 

gunshot from the front, and with my field-glasses d istinguished 
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more than ne fiaure. Presen tly we came up with Anio sitting on 

a stone, and with him Iayo, one of the Thibetans of the leading 

column, and a K iouts. Best of all to our famished eyes, they had 

n c for us. In a short time w were seated round a bowl, which 

to my mind ta ted b tter than the finest dinner at th Cafe 

A ng lais. 

The news of the first division showed that they to had 

been in a critical situation. Three Kioutses had been lost, and 

only fo und that morning; when the gu ide cheerfully proposed to 

have them killed. But eran-Seli had fallen in with four hunt rs 

belonging to a small village. which we mig ht hope to reach next 

evening or the day afte r. Thus reassured , we call d for volunteer 

to start back for Tatou and Petalon, the twO w had left yes terday. 

At fi rst the reward offered did not meet with any immediate 

response; their sufferings were too fresh to make any anxious to 

retrace that rout. Eventually Iayo and a I(iouts~ declared thein

selves willing, and departed. Poor l ayo's courageous devotion 

deserved a better end lhan he shortly .. afterwards met from sick

ness in Calcutta. 

Throughout the I nh (December) we proceeded more I isurely 

along the shores of the N am- Dihing. The hills r ceded, and left 

room for many branches and islets and sandy bars, on which traces 

of wild ox II were frequent. evertheless we had not done with 

crosslI1gs yet, and four times 10 as many miles did we ~ rd the 

stream. The: end came at leng th , and quickening down an 

xcellent path we saw with joyful eyes a field f millet and a 

house. 

eran- eli and the guide were waiting fo r us. T he last fourtep.n 

clays had made us feel like shipwrecked sailors sightina land again. 

ur satisfaction was only marred by the thought of those still 
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beh ind us In the mountains. \Ve equid nO[ but feel very anxious 

till we could succour them. As an immedia te measure, people were 

set to work preparing rice fo r the rel ief column. 

The village we had lit upon was Bouniang. on a confluent of 

the Nam-Dapha, two days from Bishi. The inhabitants and their 

language were strange 1O us. They were styled Khamangs by our 

gu ide. T hese Khamangs, I disc{Jvered, were no other than the 

1\'1 ishmis, the English calling them by the la ttef and the Singphos 

by the fonner name. I was g lad of the chance of seei ng these 

noted r.,'I ishm is, of such fie rce repute, among whom Fathers Kr ik 

and Bour ry met their death. and who afC opposi ng the Engli"h by 

the Dzay ul valley. They are more like the Pais than the Kioutses. 

be ing almost brown, with rather large noses and cheek-bones, and 

small chins. They wear their hair !n a knot on the top of the ir 

head. ana are clad in a sleeveless coat to the knees. open in front. 

and a loin cloth; over their shoulders they occasionally throw a 

covering like the Pai's, e ither st riped brown or all scarlet. Their 

ea rs are pierced with O,l metal tube. to which sometimes a nng IS 

hung. Slung across the shoulder are a ~ l ender sword, and a pouch 

made of the sk in of a wild animal. The women hay/?; in from of 

their ha ir a sil ver crescent held behind by cowries, and the knflt 

above is t ransfixed by wooden pins. A thin sil ve r circlet with a 

small cock's feathe r is fastened to the upper part of tire ear, and 

necklets of b rass wire or glass ware are also seen. They wear a 

sort of wa istcoat, brown, short -sleeved, and cu t in to the figu re 

before and behind. 

T he dwell ings were small, and on piles. The const ruction of 

their tombs seemed to point to a more religious, or at any rate super

stit ious, character than that of the K ioutses we ha~ hitherto met, 

nol' were they less d istinguished from them in thei r bellicose 
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humour. couple of our men having dug up some I otatoes In 

a field, the chief of Bouniang made for them with a knif . 

orne of our folk .had gone to a neighbouring village to 

forage, and now returned at the head of a company clothed 111 

all respects like Paj's, and resembling them also in face. They 

proved to b Singphos. Their leader wore a long toga of 

Thibetan poulou, and brought us a gift of eggs, fi sh, and rice. 

By th next mornmg sufficient supplies w re collect.ed to 

start off a rescue party of three men under Oumbo, with enough 

for a six days' march and back, revictualling Roux's and layo's 

detachm nts cn 7'OutC. I felt easier when they had gone: pro

vided that our comrade had succeeded in passing the col, he 

would be out of danger. 

\i\ e ourselves proceeded across the vallty of the Dapha. 

This river rolls down from the north in many branches over 

a pebbly bottom, and was perhaps a hundred yards from side 

to side. Higher up it mllst have an imposing course; here it 

was easily fordable. On the farther shore we came to three lone 

buildings, each over 60 feet long, as at Melekeu. This was 

Daphagang. We did not at first understand the meaning of 

our cold reception ; we were prevented pass111g through a house, 

and told that it was de regie to make your entry and exit by 

the same door, and though live stock abounded there was an 

evidpnt disinclination to deal. Th enigma, however, was soon 

solved. Th chief being rich did not want money; what he 

desired was a c.ertificate and some European object at our hands. 

We luckily had a pair of double glasses left, and ~he clouds were 

immediately dispelled. The language of these Singphos differed 

again from previous idioms; th y were familiar with several 

Hindustani words. 
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W e had thought that henceforward our progr ss was to be 

little mor than a promenade. But w were undeceived In 

several particulars. n continuing we 

until midday through trees, among which 

monk ys and hornbill s, and elephant 

had a spl ndid path 

we startl d many laro-e 

tra ils were fresh and 

mislead ing. But after that the track was lost, and for several 

miles we had to tear our way through thorny underg rowth and 

Furd on th l! '1l111 - lJihing. 

stony nullahs. When we struck the am-Dihing an the left 

bank, a precipitous bluff stood full in our way, with no passage 

b tw en its base and the water. I t had therefor to be assailed 

in fl ank. and proved a hard nut to crack on acc unt of con

stant backsliding and falling stones dislodged by the leading files. 

It was a curious landmark, obtruding itself 100 feet high from 

the otherwise level surroundings. own by the " river again we 

found a reed hut with four ingphos fishing. They sold , u 
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twent errand fish, mahseers, many weighing over 5 lb. If I 

had had lines, and had not been a tired, I must have joined 

them. 

The valley of the N am-Dihing i wide, and b unded by low 

w ad d hills. The riv r - bed in which we walked for some 

hicr al Hi,rll. 

dis tance testifi ed t 

the size of th flV r 10 

Aood. As it w s, we 

had to ford it in many 

arm ,and at the illage 

of l\1ong-P ien to cross 

by rafr. At the latter 

plac we were well 

r celv d by the people, 

wh I t off guns in our 

honolJ,r, and amongst 

whom we m t a 

young man who had 

been guid to Colonel 

Wood thorpe in 1875 

( I 885?) and la ter to 

Mr. ray. Bishi was 

declared to be but a 

short distance farther. 

t our a~proach the aged chief of Bishi came out to m et 

us, and escorted. us to a house where we made our elves com-

fortabl e once mar within four walls. This was on the 16th 

( ec mber). 

uring the three days which we spent at Bishi we lived on 

the fat of the land, and the time passed agreeably, but for 
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anxiety 'on Roux's account. The men did not prepossess me 

v ry favourably even in comparison with the Khamti T hais, 

being th eir inferiors both in industry and civilisation. R ound 

the fire in the evening it was interesting to reckon up the different 

tong u s which were trying mutually to converse : they were 

I1lne,- hines, Thibetan, Mosso, Lissou, Loutse,l Thai', Singpho, 

Mishmi, and Hindu, called her Monam. 

I n a corner of an open space of th village w re two rows of 

five small holes with two la rger ones at either end, into which 

the people tossed mall pebbles. I did not understand the 

game, but I had seen something similar played by negroes at 

Majunga. Outside the village there was a clearing beneath 

some large trees, which seemed as though intended as a place of 

prayer. A long the path tha t led to it trunks of trees, cut 

longitudinally, faced each other in pairs, with a third, the bark 

of which hung in shr ds from half its hight, in the middle. 

The adjacent wo d app ared full of (rame. 

n the 17th ( ecember) Iayo, Tatou, and Petalon came 

In. The two latt r had given themsehre<; up for los t by the 

time aid ' reached th em. They said that they found in the sand 

the footprints of a tiger which had regularly followed our 

column, like a shark in the wake of a ship. 

By the 19th ( ecember) we had hoped to have news of 

Raux; but none coming up to that date, and the feeding of so 

larg a number of visil rs taxing the resources of the place, we 

deemed it expedient to move on by slow marches into the plain. 

Accordingly our troop left Bishi on the 20th ( ecember) in the 

In r111n. ao, Joseph, and I were to follow at noon. We , 
1 The Kioutses from ingleng spoke a slightly altered dialect. They called thems.elv s 

Metouans. 
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intrusted a letter and some money for Raux to th chief, with 

injunctions that as soon as he should be signalJ d a messenger 

should be sent aft r us. I had just gone into the hOlls . when 

. ao came runntng tn, calling, "H ere he is! ", and "Loutajen!" 

shouted J a eph at th same moment from without. 

The j with which we met may be im gined. We both 

breathed freely again, and a gr at weight was lifted off my mind. 

The whole party wa sa~ and sound, and could afford to look 

back upon deliveranc fr m a very n ar thing. 

Raux's story was as follows: For two whole days after our 

departure he had been unable to move. The ~ v 'r then abated, 

but left him very w ak. By the time they got t the pa s fr sh 

snow had nearly obliterated our tracks. They were disturbed by 

the nightly proximity of a tiger, doubtless th same that snuffed us, 

whose resp ct eviden tly decreased as numbers diminished. V{hen 

they reached th Nam-Dihing they were stol peel by a spate, and 

one of them narrowly escaped drowning whil trying to make 

a bridge. it was, he 'wa ca t ashore on the wrong side, and 

passed the night without fire or foou, and soaked. The" Doctor" 

and the other meanwhile retr<lced their steps through the woods 

in the dark in search of a ford, with the agreeable reAec tion that 

they were cut off by a big river with almost empty haversacks. 

Their disquietude was augmented by the discovery of our aban

don d baO'gage; they dreaded lest the next turn should di close 

the starving r mnants of our column. The relief did not fall in 

with them a moment too soon. 

Our whole strength reassembled at Khagan, with hearty con

gratula~ions at our reunion. F rom there w descended in four 

days to adiya. Everywhere our welcome was cordial. The 

ngl ish Political A ent at the latter place, t whom we had notified 
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our COmll1O" by couner from Bishi, had issued orders that every 

possible facility should be given us, and hims If kindly sent us 

a most acceptable present of preserves. 

On the 2 I st (December) we found elephants awaiting us, pro

yided by the same gentleman's fore thought; and for the first time 

for months we were able to spare our own legs and smoke our 

pIp s 111 luxury. 

The intermediate 

villages w re mainly 

ingpho, and a few 

Thai:, the latter easily 

recognisable from thei r 

religious posts in shape 

like elliptical roofed 

houses, such as we had 

already seen in Khamti . 

The scenery much re

sembled: that of Laos; 

dwellings appe'a red 

amid pal~~ and plan- . 

tains. :8oetween the 

villages w travers d 

extensive woods and 

paddy-fi Ids, where the 
ingphos. 

startled buffaloes wheelf!d into line of battle as we passed. W cer

tainly form d a qu r troop. At the head w rode on elephants, and 

b hind us wou .d our porters, their g rey tchaupas contrasting with 

the bright r garments of the ing phos in the sun. W e might , have 

been taken for a string of prisoners or a processi6n of penitents. 

N am's b haviour at this time was that of a little child; he .was 
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continually stopping to smoke pipes with the ·jl1ao-ers an g tting 

lost. It wa a n onder he was not left 'behind. A.t the large illao-e 

of Nino-lou we were received by the white-tcRrded chief. who, with 

his on, wa clad in Chinese robes of gorgeous silk, with a gold 

dragon mbroid red on the fron t. This ven rable personag _ wa 

• ingpho Woman . 

a itwpho of lm

portance; thre m n 

behind him bor a 

white umbrella and 

two r d ba ners. 

H e presen ted a lcttf; r 

to us from Mr. N eed

ham at ad iya. It 

was a pleasure to 

me to r mark s veral 

J ndi~ns at N ing lo'Ll. 

After a year spent 

among the peoples of 

the Mong I race, 

these Aryans, with 

th e ir liv e ly ey s, 

profiles, and bards 

like our own, s emed 

alma t brother ; as 

ind ed the Indian 

are, elder br thers. J os ph's delight, too, at seeing a real sh p 

again and c mparing its pric s with those [Tali, : was amusmg. 

n the 24th ( ecemb r) Raux and I descend d the remainirt 

reaches f the am- ihing f, r some hours in a pirogue to the 

Brahmaputra, which at this pint was 100 yards t 200 yards 
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wide, with a slow current. I n the west and north - wes t we per

ceived the distant ranges behind which lies an unexplored 

territory, the Tsang po valley. I n the course of the a fternoon 

we disembarked at adiya, where h arty g reetings were exchang d 

with Mr. Needham. 

adiya is the xU'e rn e north -east outpost of the British Indian 

Empire. Mr. Needham's position is that of Assistant to the Political 

ervice, and he is in supre me and sole charge. H e has passed 

twenty-eight years in India, and exercises the function of R es ident, 

judge, and commandant of th e troops, of whom there a re one 

hundr~d lind r native ufficers. Another five h undred s poys could 

be summoned by telegraph within twelve hou rs, should emergen y 

arise. In addition to the importance involved by his relations 

with the frontier tribes, he governs in and around adiya more 

than six ty thousand people. After twenty - eight years pas ed 

in India, thirteen of which have· been spent in the district, he 

speaks, besides Hindustan i,-Bengali, Thai (of which he has 

comp iled a Grammar) , ingph , Assamese. bor (also with a 

Grammar in preparation), and Mi~hmi. \-\That an example to 

rance of the rig ht ma n in the rig ht place! and what a simpl i

fication of the world of vz'ce-1'ls£dents, C01J2171is de 7'cs/dencc, and 

cha1tceliers all engaged in manipulating th pap r which we de m 

indispensable to the administration of a province. H er, one ha nd 

controls the whol I t is true that he is well pai I, and that 

after thirty years' ser ' lc he will be entitled to a p nSlon. H e 

submits his claim for trav Iling expenses and it is discha rged 

to him direct. Th re IS none of that system of mistrust to which 

we ar too prone. The n !ish place implicit confidence in the 

. zeal of their officers to work their hardest for he interes ts of 

th.eir mplre. 
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The pacification of Upper Assam has not been an asy 

und rtaking. For many years the English have had to main

tain frequ nt feuds with tb Khamtis and the ~i ngphos. At 

present the country is fairly quiet. Th ingph shave b en 

allow d their independence under a chief, who reports to the 

I n~p rial -,overnm nt th mov ments and intentions of the neigh

bouring tribesmen. In return he receives a subsidy.' It was 

he whom we saw at Ninglou. His subjects 1 ay no taxes to 

the English, but they are sometimes employed as coolies on such 

public works as the making of a road or a railway. 

To the north the Himalaya Mountains, through wh ich the 

T angp and the Lohit or zayul rivers fret their way by 

narrow gorg s, are infested by tribes which, although adjacent, 

differ from each oth r both in speech and customs. This aggre

gation of little-known and inaccessible peoples, always wild and 

generally fierce, constitut s a r oular Babel. Whence they came; 

how, having pitched on the outhern flank of th Himalayas 

overlooking India, they hav y [ pr s rved their individual dis

tinctions; and why, if they are of a common stock, they are so 

dissimilar, are problem still unsolved. 

A mong these populations the most important IS that of the 

bors, who occupy th hills to th north and north-w st of 

adiya. Their name for themselves is Pandam. Next to them 

c me the Miris, who in successive raids burned thr e villages in 

the plain. The Abors having killed some nativ soldiers 111 an 

ambuscade, a punitive exp dition was recently s 

and encounter d great physical difficulties. Mr. 

them as having no chi f, and as making slaves. 

t against th m, 

dham described 

Their villacres 

are large coli ctions of from s v n hundred to a thousand 

dwellings. They invariably put all prisoners to the sword, and 

35 2 



KHAMTI TO INDIA 

strip the dead. In the late operations the troops had to escalad 

abattis 1,800 yards long formed of stones and trunks of tr es. 

even or eight villages w re burnt, their cattle slain, and their 

cultivation trampled by lephants. In this way the English make 

their pow r felt. At the time of our visit the Abors were blockad d 

in th ir vall ys, and furbidden to sell anything in the plain on pain 

of death. We, however, had a sight of a few who had been 

allowed to come down and tender their submission to he Govern

ment with offerings of the large short-horned black cattle called 

gayals. Th y had oliv complexions, straight-set eyes, nose and 

mouth large. From their habit of shaving the crown of the head, 

they looked at a distance as if they had caps. They wore a short

sleeved red o-arment and small loin cloth. Some Mishmis whom 

we also saw at adiya had small c.onical hats of plaited bamboo. 

We were shown some of their earthen vessels, which seemed to 

corroborate the account of the pandits of parts of Thibet where 

stone utensils are in vogue. 

During our three days' stay at Sadiya, Mr. Needham drove 

us round the neighbourhood. A loaded \iVinchester and a revolv r 

were advisable to guard against ambushes, which ~re frequent. 

I t is by clearing the bush, the gradual making of roads, and 

the establishment of small blockhouses with patrols between them, 

that little by little the settlement f the district is being effected. 

From adiya the descent to Calcutta i easy. A few hours of 

plrogu to Talap, and hence by rail to Dibru arh. As far as 

the eye could reach the country was covered with tea plantations. 

From the official statistic of tea culture in Assam for 1894 

we took th foIl wing fio-ur :-Acres under cultivatiQn, 26 ,796 ; 

number of gardens, 823; permanent labourers and overseers, 

331 , 07; temporary ditto, 9 ,043. Picking, approx., 94, 829,°59 

353 



FROM TONKIN T INDIA 

lbs. In Calcutta the pound fetches on an average from seven 

to el ven annas. We visited a garden at Talap. The tea is not 

planted on the hills but well in the plain, on ground cleared but 

not manured, with intervals of 4 or 5 f~et between the bushes. 

Two c olies are enouo-h to an acre. When the leaves have 

been picked, in March and eptember, th plant is cut back to 

within 6 inches of the ground. The best seasons yield 900 lbs. 

a n acre per annum ; the tea begins to pay after three or four 

years. The plantation at Talap was of 1,350 acres, and th 

usual number of plant is 2,700 on an acre. 

In the centre of th plantation are the cooli villages, the 

large two-storeyed bungalows of the Europeans, and the build

ings where the leaf is prepared. These houses are often as 

much as 130 feet long, built of bricks, with corrugated zinc roofs. 

In some is the steam machinery, and in others the drying 

process IS carried on. 

The prosperity of the tea plantations of Assam IS due not 

only to the spirit of enterprise in those who made them. but 

also in a large measure to the labour regulations. The coolies 

are recruited in Bengal, whence the journey of each one costs a 

hundred and fifty rupe s; and they engage of their own free will for 

a term of three years. Should anyone during that time desert, 

and be captured, he is first imprisoned and then handed ov r to 

his master. Escape is not easy, for to stay 1n Hindu Assam is to 

be r tak n, and to seek refuge with the ingphos or the hill 

tribes IS to be enslaved. The intervention of the G vernment, 

which we should call forfeit for breach of COl\tract, secures the 

t mployer. ." If we had not this safeguard against any' who 

chose to break their agreement," aid an 'overseer to me, "w 

could not risk the capital which we put into tbe plantation." 
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Of course, when recruiting, the usual attractions <.!. re held 

out to the men ,-h althy country, plenty to eat, nothing to do. 

These enticements are no more than the baits employed for 

the enlistm nt of soldiers or sailors. 

If the employers can count on the support of the Gov rnment 

to ensure the conditions of their labour, the m n on their side 

can also claim the protection of the sam power. Twice a year 

the plantations are visited by official inspectors, ho mqUlre 

into the treatment of the coolies, see that they are properly 

hous d, and that hospitals a re provided for the ick and schools 

for the children. It i!> this dir ct interposition of the Govern

ment of the Queen to which Assam owes the opulence and air 

of thriving ViCTOur which I nvy for our own colonies. In 

Annam, as I have said, we possess splendid land well suited 

for the culture of tea. Th Fr nch colonist ought similarly to 

be able to look for the help or 'at least the non-hostility of his 

Government in his efforts to achieve fortun e. 

From Dibrugarh we descended the Brahmaputra by steamer. 

The service is a 'daily one, and th - boats exce)) nt. Along the 

river banks torpid crocodiles basked on sandy Lar5': and of{: r d 

tempting shots for our carbines. After the tea country came 

the fine plain of Assam, with frequent towns-Tespour, Gauhati , 

oalapura; at each numerous steamers lined the bank. On 

all sides were proofs of wealth, power, strength, and success. 

At the stopping-plac <; we usually went ashore to stretch our 

I gs, s e the market, r loiter before the shops, wher to our 

unaccustomed eyes all seemed fresh. On such occaSIOns our 

m n would folIo us about, exclaiming at each step, . like school

boys. And righ t well had they earned their ho iday, after th 

)if~ they had led and the trials they had gone t lrough, and the 
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manner 10 which th y had given us their entire trust and 

devotion without a murmur. This was paradise to them, and 

they plied us with astonished questions. Like ourselves, they 

wer struck by the prosperity of the country. W told them 

how the " I nqu,i.fens " (English) had only been 10 As am for 

fifty years; but to attempt an explanation of the reasons for 

their welfar to a Thibetan comprehension was too complicated. 

Moreover, in th colonial spirit of our rivals there is not a little 

affinity to the commercial side of the Chines 

As 1 admire the work of the English, I look round upon 

ourselves, and think of what is wanting to make our colonies 

prosperous like theirs. I t is continuity of policy; it is the 

grand freedom of the colonist, backed up by his Government ; it 

is a simplicity of administration in the hands of able men who 

know their way and take it. 

There IS no us in hiding one's head ~strich-like under a 

stone. I t IS better to look the truth in the face. I n no set 

of circumstances has 'Yvwfh creaU"TOV more significance than in 

colonial affairs, in which it behove us to take a lesson. 

And all the while that I am making these reflections and 

compansons 1 cannot dispossess my mind of the thought that 

the whole of this rich expanse ought to have been ours. 
, . 

" 'lnqu,i:fen' prehendu,nt bonas terras!" cried J os ph as we 

de cend d into the plains of Assam. Yes; the English have 

taken India, and we let them do it. The ineptness and ignor

ance of a monarch with ill counsellors allowed our rivals to .. 
win an empire whose foundations were laid by a few resolute 

Frenchmen. Yet, if ther is any consolation to be derived under 

the loss of one of our children, it is that Of seeing it grown into 

a strong man, and of knowing that to make it so its guardians 
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followed the lines of its first instructor. Over India the mighty 

shade of Dupleix ever watches. Though the patriot died in his 

own country, poor, unknown, and deserted, his m~mory lives. 

No on kn w better how to render justice to th generous and 

wide-reaching schemes of Dupleix than his greatest antagonist, 

Clive. I t is with the same perception that Colonel Malleson 

has written (Hist. of the French zn india) :-" If, m the 

present day, there exist among her citizens re rets at the loss 

of an empire so vast, so powerful, so important, it will 

be impossible for France herself .. . to suppr ss a a low of 

pride at the recollection that it was a child of her soil who dared 

first to aspire to that g reat dominion , and tha t by means of the 

impulse which he gave) though followed out by his rivals, 

the inhabitants of Hindostan have 

to their long-parted kinsmen-th 

of Europe." 

become p rman ntly united 

members of the great family 

"t' 

Thibetan Dwelling. 
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