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FOUR MONTHS IN PERSIA 
IN 1891. 



FOUR MONTHS IN PERSIA. 

There are few, I imagine, whom business or pleasure has sum
moned to the East who have not blessed the institution of the 
Orient Express, in ~pite of ib mally imperfections of food and 
.accommo(btioJ) ; for to the traveJlt'r who ha~ probably m.any days, 
if not wecks, of more or less discomfort and an umcttled life 
before him, it is a rehef to know that on !cavlIIg Paris he has, at 
any rate, three days and nights of perfect rest before him, where
in to recover from the worry and bustle of preparation and col
lect himself for further troubles in store In the future. Provided 
with a few i;lterening books he may pass the time even more 
than pleasantly as he sits reading, while capitJ.! after capital, and 
nation after nation, succeed onc another herOTe his' eyes like the 
scenes of a dissolving view. He goes to sleep in Paris, he wakes up 
in Stuttgarl, he- hreakfasts in Munich, he dines at Vienna, and 
again as day follows day the same with the capitals of Hungar}, 
Servia and Bulgaria, till he reaches Constantinople ; the traw, 
meanwhIle, in which he is seated conveying him through e~c:y 
vanety.r scenerY, .common place, beautiful, or WIld and romantic 
as tht' case may be; now dashing for hours alongdc.zd level pla lll ~, 

now crossing mighty nvers as the Rhine and the Danube, and 
again climbing through the rocky gorges of the Vosges, the Alp~ 
and the Balkans. Winter, however, is hardly the most favour
abl~ time for such a journey, especially when, as was the case 
with our party, from the windows of our carriage but little was 
visible in the intervals between the towns but an endless expanse 
of ~now, buried under .hieh all the fe.l'tures of the landscape were 
lost in a dead monotony of white • 
• 

It was thus, not without .I. sigh of relief, that, descending from 
the panes of the Balkan Mountains, we found ourselves traver,.. 
iug the bare plains of Roumelia and Turkey, which, though 
commonplace enough in the .1Iped: which th~presented, were 
yet perfectly clear of snow. Con$tantinop~J Ut we entered t1:, 
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looked untie! and more dilapidated than evel, and the balx:l of 
tOllguc~ 111 the ~trccts of Galata sounded .Ill the more dlstractmg • 
.l~ thl.'Ir oWller~ 100).ed the more slovenly and rascally, for a long 
abs!...ncc from 51 mtl ... r surroundlllg:> . OU1 1I1troduct1OI1 to Turkl~h 

rule commcllLcd mo~t mausplclOusly, alike for our own tempers 

.l!> for our apprccl.luon of the lmagm.lI y leform~ saId 10 have been 

lntwduCl .. d lIIto the general system of offiCial .. dmJnl!>tlatlOll. 

Hcmg the unfortuntc owncr~ of a gun and some cartm:;gc5. we 
foulld that to the offiCIOUS zeal and fevered lmag1l1aaoll of lhe 

Cll~tom-house employe!> we were forthWith to be put down as 

IncendldLIL'l Dyll~mlters, Nlhtllst<, SOC1ah~h Of whatever, III 

OrICllt.::Ji ('OUntlIC~, supphc~ the plJCC of such mghtmares to the 

mh.ll."tJ.rH S of mort: clvl!tsed countnes, and tn..ncd accordIngly 
WI th a lOrllspondlllg degree of dIstrust and ~u~p'cHm. ThIS atti
tude, howevtr, of these offiCIals we found WJ.S not en~rely oWJ ng 

to a ~ense ot duty or to absolutely QIS111tCrCsreu motlve~, Il'I:dud
IIIg ~ad w relate for the new standard of Turkl~h moralltv, tl;>.e 
m()~t rcrsistent dl~lgllS upon our pockets. The~e we with~tood 

gallantly .IS long as our comtltlltlOns dnd tempcr~ could huld out 
agall1 ~ t repeated \ 1~l t S from our Hotel 111 Ptra t'o the Custom
house In Stambut, and ellJles~ wrangles and dIsputes when we 

arnvcc! there. FII1J.lly we ~uccumbed, and thcn found that It 

woulJ be only by tne speCial interventIOn of the Bntlsw Consul 
and wholesale bnbery that we should succ<'f>J 111 rescUIng the 111-
fated weapon from the hands of the !/IsatJabJe harpIes who had 

seized upon It, and sec It safely placed on board the Stt'amer which 
was to convey us to Batoum on our way to T eheran. 

\ Vc arll'o'ed at Constantinople Illtent upon contllluing <KIt 

journey wllh the least pOSSIble delay; but we found that It would 

be u~dess to proceed further for another week, as the steamer frtlm 
Baku to l.nzeh only leaves once a fortmght dunng the winter 

mOllths, III consequence of whIch our Journey thus far had unfor: 

tunately been so t !med th at more th.In that penod must now 
e!,I.PSC before ou r poSSible departure from Baku. We determined, 
thcrc(ore, to spend a portion of OUt spare t ime where we were~ 
.tnd where, a~ h~"een ~aid we found ourselves extremely com-, , ' 
,0. tahle, In place \)f trustmg to the tender mercies of Batoum or 



Baku, which places In previous ~:(periences had 110t 1H~p'rcd the 
most pie,.sarlt of associations. 

After another desperate struggle with the Custom·hlOuse oRinals, 
involving thc transfcr of sundry Ml:ojldies from our pcxkets ro 
those of certain rascally~lookll1g: Greeks and Armcl11.LI1s, we found 
oursdves on board the boat whIch was to convey us OJ) board the 
good steamer AfI(1tfllit , of the Compagllle Pacquet, wOldl was to 

take us on to Datoumj but on approaching thiS we found to 
our dl5n13Y th .. ~ our troublcs were not yet over, for, SCJ.ted rn a 
boat alongsIde th,s steJ.mer, we beheld yet .1ll<)th('r hoHpy who~e 
presumed buslncss It was to see that we took 1I0tiling 011 boata 
subj .. cr (0 export duty. The mode of dealing WIth tim one 
however wa~. as we found, 511nple In the extreme, for, wHicr the 
dm:ct!oll of the gUIde who accompanied us, as we 1'J.!~cd thiS boJt, 
we held upw,1fedJidll: III :! very pointed m.mncr, and then In the 
same way handed It over to the latter, wh("rcby It WA S UJldelstood 
t!tat, III consIderation of tll;S sum, we wele to be .I!lowed to Il.t~~ 

on without <1(JPP,ng and place ourselves and our baggage Oll board 
without further Il:t or hlllOrJllce. We welc iortun,ltc 11\ catchmg 
a ste..tmer of tillS particular line. as It IS the Oil:)' olle whICh gns 
OVCf rhe dl~t<lnce between the two ports in even fJuly good time: 
for It takes no more than four da) s to do whJt tht RUSSIan 
steamer-docs in SIX or seven, puttmg In on the way only at Sam~ 
soun and Trebizond IIlstead of the I,umCI(.>US othet petty ports 
which the latter lIi~ltS . 

The BlaCK Sea happily belied its name, and proved rather 
deserlling of Its euphemistic designation as the" EUXlllC," for 
during the whole 0; our voyage scarcely a npple even broke 
i}S surface. We were thus able to enjoy the .. ceneryof the 
coast, which must be really lavel)' I:.· .. r on when the snows are 
m~ted, and the <ea air without any disCOHIfolt. On boJrd 
we found ourselves the only passengers, and thiS we regretted all 
tte less, as, when once the ic'! was broken, we found the CaptaIn 
to be capital company. At nrst he was inclined to be a little 
brusque, but this soon wore oU' as he seemed to discover that 

we were not such bad spe",mens, consider" that we were 
Englishmen, and our relations speedily be~ame· so cordial tHlt 
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when it came to parting we separated with mutual regrets. At 
Trcblzond, tempted by the picturesque situation oCthe place, we 
went ashore for a few hours while the steamer was discharging 
cargo, but were soon disenchanted by the filthiness of the town. 
From the sea, indeed, the vicw is most drective, but when once 
a landing is effected the charm vanishes, for the streets are just 
as dirty and narrow as those of any other Turkish town. 

Batnum in the winter appears, if possible, a more undesirable 
residence than Batoum in the summer, and as the steamer ap
proached the port, nothing could be more dismal than the scene 
presented; the air was thick with snow and sleet, so that only 
the bare outlines of the hills surrounding the town werr to be seen; 
while what was visible of the latter appeared as if strugglin g to 
escape from being swallowed up in a morass of mud and slush. 
As it was Sunday we had to wait some hours for t1\e --.custom~ 
officers to come on board and pass our baggage before we wert 
allowed to take it ashore; but the delay thus ocrasioned was 
amply compensated for by their politeness and cou rtesy when 
they did put m an appearance. Nothing then could be more 
considerate than their demeanour: in fact, the whole business 
was nothing beyond a formality, not a case of mine was opened 
and not a charge of allY kind made. I was all the more surprised 
at this, as I had been repeatedly assured that the examination by 
the Russian Customs officers was extremely searching and un~ 

necessarily severe, so much so that it would be hopeless to think 
of getting the unfortunate gun and cartridges, which had already 
l.."OS t me so much trouble at Constantinople, passed. I had, in 
consequence, been strongly advised to leave it there behind me; 
but this is only another instance of how grossly things are mis
represented, for the experience of most of my fellow~ountrymen 

whom I have met, who han travelled in Russia, has been almott 
pr~isely that of my OWD, since. as I say, nothing could be more 
courteous than the treatment which ail tra~ellers meet with at the 
hands of the Russian Customs ofIicials, more particularly, it 
would seem, if they are Englishmen. 

There is unfo~nately only one hotel at Batoum where French 
i\ spoken, and where /charges are proportionately high, tbe hap. 



leo;s traveller being entirely at the mercy of its proprietor j so, if 
possible, it is desirable to lose no time in continuing one's journey 
to TiAis or Baku, as the case may be. If the traveller be hound 
for shores arross the Caspian, it is probable thilt he may have to 
walt some days, in which case the time thus to be gOt through 
may be spent (ar more pleasantly at Tinis, where the climate is 
generally very agreeable anc! the hotels arc good, than at eIther 
Batoum or Bak.u. There are two trains on from llatoum dally, 
<- lie at 2 p.m. and the other at 9 a.m. The 2 p. m. train 
arrive! at Ti fl.i ~ at about 7 a.m. the next day, and the 9 a.m. 
nail' at 11 p.m. the same night. One advantage of gOing by the 
2 p.m. train is that there is generally more room in it, and it wa~ 
the (lne by which we decided to proceed. All along. the line of 
rail lay heavy snow wlti.:", of course, got decIKT and deeper as we 
climbed the iuram Pass, to such an extent that till quite recencly 
the nlovements of the train used seriously to be impeded by it 
fr('f11 time to time. This difficulty has now been overcome by 
the opening of the T unr.el through the highest point of the Pass, 
at which they have been work ing for )Vm~ t ime past. Unfor
tunately it was night when we past through It, and thlt:: were 
unaware of the fac t. 

Davbreak found' us at the stat ion of Mtshet, the ancient 
capit~l of Georgia, where there is ... very curious old church, 
which I had visited some months ago lfl the course of a 
journey across the Cauca5us, The church itself, though recently 
restored, must date from a very ancient period, but what is the 
most interesting featllrc about it is that it containa, intact, within 
one of its aisles, a stin more ancient chape~ which must date 
from the earliest appearance of Chn: t ianity in these parts, and 
which the present structure was eVidently built to protect 
and amplify. It IS very cuious to see th is little shrine-the 
ptoofs of the extreme, age of which can be seen in the weather. 
worn aapect of the material, of which it is composed-standing 
complete within the .... Us of the church, or rather cathedral a, it 
might be calJed, for its size is above that of an ordinary church f 
which has been built over it. Imide this la;aer portion of the 
building arc the tombs of the Georgian Killgs) some of whidJ 
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appeared to he very old, but the inscrlptlons being ill Armenian it 
was impossible to ascertain the dates, and the attendants were [00 

ignoram to give assistance in dedphcring them . 

A s is the case throughout the Caucasus, the church hen- bears 
testimony to the barbarous treatment to which the Chirstian popu· 
!arion in these parts used formerly to be subjected 3t the hand~ of 
their 1\fahommed.:m neighbours, fly tbe fact that if forms the cenrre 
of a strongly fortified. position which used to constitute the rallying 
point for the inhabitants of the town it$clf and its ncighbourhoo.-l 
when attacked by the latter. Of the town it~eJf but little i!> nnw 

Jeft, the population having for many years at>andond it fur Tlll.i~. 
which is the prescnt capitJl of the Caucasus, ,mJ but little remains 
now of Mtshct itself but the church towering abrlVc a miser.lble 

hamlet. 
Aoout an hour after passing this station the tra'n arrive,," at 

T iflis. Here, iH~tead of the raw damp climate of Batou m, we 
found a brilliant clear sky and a sharp frosty air. Though-no 
snow was lying in the valley itself in which the city is sit uated 
all the hills enclosing it were covered :.vith white, and when on 
looking out from the verandah of the Hotel de Londres a linle 
later the Ileab of the Kasbeg, the Caucasian Mont Blanc, shewed 
thcllIseh'es covered with a ro~y tinge as they became lighted up 
by the ray~ of the rising ~UII, the view was really lovely 'and quite 
Alpine in its effect. 

The kindly landlady of the hotel was delighted to see old 
friends, and bustled aoout to make us comfortable, so that we 
soon found ourselves installed in a snllg warm room with .. good 
meal before us, which ql1ickly made us forget all the discomfons 
of Batoum and the night journey thence by train. The last time 
I rad been in Tiflis the weather was too hot tr) allow of much 
being done in the way of going about, so I now determined to 

make up for past omissions. 'fhe only sight, however, which • 
reaJ!y impressed me mud was the old cburcb, built high upon thl: 
sides of the bills overhanging the town, from which a really 
splendid view is obtained of the city and its neighbourhood. 

Fortunately, ;tt\th~, time I visited the spot the sun was shini ng 
brilliantly and the effect produced by the bird'a-eye view thus 
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ohhineJ of the snowclad summits ot the hil1~ in front and 
enclosing the valley of the river KUT, the semi~OI ien!al character 
of the town which lay at its feet, and the endless expanse of the 
valley along which the river itself wound its way, wa~ very fine 
indeed, and amply repaid the visitto Tillis as well as the climb 
up to the church. We availed ourselves of the opportunity thus 
afforded by our stay in Tillis to provide ourselves with a few of 
the requisites for the march [rum Resht to Teheran at this time 
of the year, more u3rticu!ally with Burhs, that i ~ , long, felt 
waterproof cloaks, just as effective as regards the warmth they 
aftord as fur coats, and about one-tenth of the cost; the priC'(:' 
of a good DUTka being about ten roubles imtead of a hundred, 
whi ch would be that of a fur coat. Another requis:tc. was a 
Bashlik::, that is, a sort of cowl for pretecting the head from rain 
or snow, an~ a fur cap. Provided with these and spme good 
field hoots which we had bought H Dean's in the Strand before 
st.t/iling, we fclt our.~ehes prepared to meet whatever might befall 
~ on <mr way as regards the outer man. The plOvision for the 
innrr man we deferred until our arrival at llaJ.. .. , where, as we 
had had previous experience, excellent ~hops are to be found of 
every descript ion . 

. T~e following night found us on our way to Baku by the traiu 
leaving Tinis at midnight. In the same rompartment with our
selves was a . Russian returning from a holiday in Russia to his 
pre!ent home at a distance of over 100 miles from a station about 
10 hour,' distant along the line from Tillis. He described 10 

pathc:ic tones the difficult) he encountered in getting the Ma
hommedan inhabitants of the Caucasus, among whom he lived, 
to mOve ;0 any way towards improving thell position, and that in 
spite of the wonderfully productive powers of the land. He 
appeared to be engaged in some agricultural undertaking and to be 

full of energy; which like the same quality under similar circum
sta·nces in the case of Ang~o-Indians, appears to be s~mewhat 
misplaced, al it seems more frequently to conduce to failure than 
to success. He could not help saying with a sort of good humour
ed sbarpness when he heard that I was bound for Teheran: 
., Ah ! you English find this railway of ours" rather convenient? 



I dare say?" to which I rephed that, " thanks to the kindness of 
the Russian Gvvernment in providing the railway, we could now 
get over the greater part of our journey with a great deal of com
fort, whereas, without it, it would be a very difficult matter ndeed 
to get to Teheranj" _at which he laughed considerably. We 
arrived at Bak.u about 6 in the evening, and went nIT straight to 
the Hotel de l'Europe, which is the only one we knew of. The 
charge~ there arc extortionate, and I believe that the Hotel Metro
pole, which has an English Interpreter, is hetter. In the Hotel 
de l'Eu/Opc no one spe.l.ks English, and only the proprietor very 
indifferent French. There is an excellent shop n~xt door to the 
Hotel de l'Europe, where every SOrt of tinned And other provisiuns 
may be purchased, and we there fitted our~elves out with stores of 
every description for the macch from Resht to Teheran, where 
absolutely nothing is procurable upon thr way except eggs; am~g , 
other things, with a few OOttles of brandy and good wine, which 
are luxuries of inestimable value in Persia, nothing of tne ~nd 

being procurable there except at exorbitant prices. 
W e much regretted that our stay in Baku did not admit of our 

going to see a ~ight which is quite unique, even in this land or pet ro
leum springs, and that is the bursting of a spring at Bala Khani, 
which only occurs very rarely. Here we were told, I am afraid to 
say. how many gallons or oil were being thrown up hourly, so that 
all the neighbourhood was 800ded , while all efforts to close the 
opening had proved unsuccessful; even nine-inch iron bars bemg 
worn through by the impulse of the fount with the sand which 
it carried in it in suspension Ii.k:e wood as fast a5 they could be put 
on. It seems strange that the Russian Government, in view of the 
;rbsolute neces~ity of the presence of unlimited supplies of petro
leu'll in these parts for the promotion of its seheme~ tor the national 
wel~are and aggrandisement, does not place some re5triction upon the 
exploitation of the petroleum springs by which such reckless waste 
of th is valuable material as that of which the above is an installce 
could be checked to some extent; for what would Russia do without 
the petroleum residue which supplies with fuel at aJm08t a nominal 
cost her railways from Batoum to Baku and from Uun Ada 
to Samarcand, besidl.s all her steamers upon the Caspian, and to 



Ihe J.bun<idJ1CC of the supply of which her a"toni~hing rrogre~s III 

the~e parts may he almo~t entirely attrihutcd. 
'Verc this, IIldced, to f:lil, how powerless would shc become, for 

coal arpcilr~ to be procurable in very sma!] quantitie~, and that al 
extremely high price~, whereas the petroleum residue i ~ not only 
almost Jb<:urdly cheap ill pricc, hut f:lr more effectu:tI than coa l for 
pUTJl')SCS ofheadng. I ventured somc remarlcsofthis kind toonc 
of the officers on board the steamer from Bab l to EII1.cli, who 
appeared a very illlelli6cnt mall, and who spoke Eneli~h pcr
fectl y. but WJ,S met by the answcr. "Oh I if the petroleum fails, 
somcthing else will turn up." I thought that thi s was a truly 
Orielltal way of looking at the question, the more so as it is onc 
which, a~ far as can be judged, will have to be faced before very 
long, for I am told that, though it is only since the last twenty 
years that thc.pctroleum springs have been regularly worked, it is 
.1lready getting more and mort: difficult to tap diem; for tho'ic ncar 
tilc",urfaee being n(;;lr1y exhausted, It i ~ now found neces.,ary to 

bore to very great depths before they can be cl)me across. There is 
no doubt that the control of the exploitation of tht'se sJ1rings i" a 
matter of which the RU6~ian Government ~hould take very ~erious 

• notice, as on their existence depends almost entirely the prospeCb 
of the regions in its neighbourhood and in Trans-Caspia. 

As the steamer leaves Baku for EIl1.eli at midnight, we went on 
hoard after dinner, and being dead tired were fa~t asleep in no time. 
We did not thus realise the state of affaia till we awoke in the 
morning, when we found that the sea was very rough, and (hat the 
little toy-thing ofa boat, which is all that the traveller can find here 
to convey him acros~ the perils ofthe deep, wa:> dancillg about like 
a cork on the waves, and all but attempting to throw somersaults, 
as it appeared to us, with the most diSAstrous effect upon our 
int.o:rior economy. 

The foliowing mornillg showc.d us the coast all buried in 
snJw j the wind, however, had gone down a little. As it was 
still Imp:lssible, in the present state of the sea, to land cargo at 
Lenkoran, all that destined for thi~ place was transferred (0 a 
"lighter," which we thell proceeded to tow outside the bay and 
left anchored opposite thb port at a little d~tance 06, till such, 

• 



10 

time as the sea might go clown, and cont1l\ucu ourseh·c~ on our 
journey to :En-z-eii, where it was abso!t;tc1y Ilcccs~ary that an 
attempt should be made at aoy ute to l.lnd thc mad~ . The 
Captain was not at all sanguine "bout this, and told me that he 
fully expected to have thc pleasure of my company back to B ... ku, 
as he saw 110 possibility of a /,oat coming out (rom shore. He 
said that in this case it would be thc second time that ilC would have 
come without being able to land, for on thc last voyage the sea had 
been just as rough. During thc morning while we had been in c.llm 
water, I had recovered sufficiently to take note of what was going on 

round me, and to rnak.c the acquaintance of the Capuio and tI'e 
other officer~, whom I (ound al! first·ratl {e!lows. Still much a'> 
I fdt indebted to them an for their kindness, and indeed nothing 
could have been more hospitJ.ble than their treatment of me,otl couJd 
not in simple honesty recipfUlate thiS kind sentime"lt on the part 
of the Captalll, :mJ I determined to go ashore at all cost jf 

p(l~sib[e whenever we got to our destination. 

We found ourselves 01T Enzc1i about 10 p.m. and lay there at 
anchor aU night with a repetition ot the harrowing experiences of 
the former night: the steamer being engaged apparently in despe
rate struggles to hIm right round, funnel under. When day broke 
the prospect looked very hopeless. About a mile off us stood 
Enzeli, but between tiS was vlMble a very unpleasant looking bar, 
which was covered with foaming breakers, while the wind was 
ri~ing. and nor a boat was visible. The C<lptain. however, deter
mined to wait an hour or two bef<)re commencing hiS j.Jurney 
back to Bat u. At last with the aid of a ficld-glo1ss, a boat Wi!S 
desclied making its way through the surf, now rising on the 
top of the waves, and now entirely disappearing in the trough 
bctwet;n them, in which from timt' to time it lay so long that it 
;llmos! seemed as if it had di,appeared altogether, and in due 
course of time it arrived safely alongside the steamer. 

At Enzcli I took the opportunity of getting a cup of tea ana a 
good warm, before commencing to cross the Lagoon to Peri 
B.lzaar. where horses arc to be fount! to take on~ across the 
rem t;ning six miles by road to Re~ht. The wind was bitterly 
"~<Jl'l, J.lld lain ,l1ld ~lt:et weLe driving hard as we crouched down 
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in the open boat which took us over; but w;, h a fair wind 
approaching almost to a gale we did the distance to the mouth of 
the river on the other suic in but little over an hour. We were 

[hen towed up stream for about an hour :lIId a half. The cha llm:J 
in which the fiver ran wa~ bounded by low mud hanks, beyond 
Nhich. stretched cndlc~s swamps t("eming with geese, duck, snipe. 
pdican, and every spcries of water fowl, a regular parad ise for a 
~port~'llan ; but tempting as the induccmenh thus ollcrcd werc, we 
had no tillle to dchlY but hurried on to get to the end of t hi ~ st.lgc 
of our journey. At PClt Bazaar, which we reached after about a 
couple uf hours winui!1g up this river, we found numbers of ponlc~ 
waiting, and had no difficulty in getting over the remai.ndcfofour 
journey to Resht. The !Old by through rather pretty country, 
forests and jungle intel spersed with patches of cultiva~ion, till we 
arrived at the,su burbs of the town, when w..: had to tra\'crse the 
ul>ual bbrrinth of filthy lanes and alleys which usher the traveller 
illt(~ an Asiatic city. 

Resin at this time of the year is one of tht: IPost dun and 
drealy-looking places that It is pos~lbk to sec, with IcadclI ~kte .. 
lbove and endless mud llld Swamps 011 all ~ides. The appearance 
of the town itselt, with its filthy alleys and s{]ualid tumble-down 
houses, IS in itself enough to mlke an i!llpn:s~ioR 011 the cheeriest 
and most philosophical tcmpc ramellt, as the pt.'Stilelltial atmos
phere with which one is surrounded is likely to have the same 
effect upon the robustest frame. No wonder then that it ha9 
su.:h an evil repute among Europeans, who look upon it as a sort 
of graveyard of their species. There is not, thereforc, as may be 
imagined, generally mueh competition t...~ the honour of repre
senting: Her Majesty's Governmcnt here in the capacity of 
Vice-Consul, and the post had. been vacant for some years till 
quite recently a young man was promoted to it from Teheran • 
.He came full of health and !pirits, an universal favourite, as it • 
appeared, alike among Europeans and Asiatics; he sickened and 
died of typhoid fever withih Three weeks of his arrival. It 
was in bie &:sened house that we put up for our st:lY, and lucky 
in.decd we were to find shelter th~'rc, for the oniy other accont~ 



1II0d,jfiOfl would ha\'e- be-en ill the public car:lv;msarai, where the 
!"om~ afe filth}' anJ !l1-vcnti1.J.tcd. Still, poor as thc shelter thus 
apllCJ.red, ami n:pug;lI.lI1t to the hahits of the otdma ry English 
traveller, it, at ally ratc, is l'uch as protectS him from the incle
mency of the weather, and thu~ a tl ~ Wl:r~ I t s puq>\)~e .IS far a!> an 
purpo~e~ ?f ahsolute neces~ i!y arc concerned, 

The outer man being thus provided 101, it is not till the 
que~tion of the provi~ions re4uitd tor thl' tuncr mall, and the 
all-important pn'blem of what there is to e"t and drtllk, pre;e llts 
itself, that onc begins to realise the gult wnich t'J(i~ts bctween 
the European cil'ihsation , of which the last trace is embodied 
in the steamer which convcy~ one tv EtJzcli, and the ASIatic 
barharism of the shores on wJlkh OJle hil~ landl'u. 1t is probable 
that an Anglo-Indian, in spite of his Ortcntal cxperiellfe, is 
almost less prepared It' experience such a suddcn change of , 
his surrounding( than any other person; for, to begin with, 
wherever he may find himself ill the more ci\'ilised part~ of 
India, dll~rc will always be a staging bungalow within Some 
attainable dist:J.ncc where he can find shelter and both food and 
~e r \'atlts to cook it ; and if he pa.ses beyond thesc limits he is 
always accompanie.l by hi~ servant~ , tl.:nts, cooking apPi ratus, and 
so rcndered completely independent of circumstances; but to a 
traveller arriving with hi~ baggage in Resht, after having settled 
the question of where to go fo r shclter with comparative ea~e , t he 
knotty prol'lcm of how to manage for food is one by no means to 
be hl)lved With equal facility, A servant must be fou nd firs l to 
cook the food, then the pots and pam to cook it in, and lastly, 
when all t hts has been prepared, the food itself. In the meantime, 
the unfortunate traveller must either starve or be satisfied with 
kabobs and other delicacies of O riental cookery procured in the 
baz.aar, or a badly cooked, repulsive-Jooking fowl served up in 
what appears to the civ ilised eye an almost indecent conditioo of 
nakedness, which is all that results from the supremest effolu ·of 
the servant of the caravansarai ill response to hi$ repeated entrea
t ie~ for food. In our case, happily, we were provided agai nst all 
~uch trollblcs and discomforts by the resources of the V ice--Consul's 
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hou~c in which we ~tayed, and where we (,lret! almost luxuriously 
upon phea .. ant, duck, ,nire, woodcock, and all simIlar piOduns of 
Ihe neighbouring swamps and jungles. 

Little as was the inducement for a prolonged ~ tay in Rc~ht. the 
difficulties of getting out of the place and on our journey to 
Teheran welc cOIl~idcrahle ; fi"t. there were ponic~ to be ordered 
from the Chapparkhana or State Postinc; House; then there were 
I'JPl'S and blankets ,lnd all sorts of necessaries for Ihe journey, to be 
purc"ascd in the town. A~ regards thc ponies, anyone who has 
hold the shgtncst experience of dealing with Asiatics may easily 
understand that every sort of solemn cngJ.gemcnt was entered into 
by the man in charge of the Po,ling HOIl ~e to selld them with

out fail the fir~t thing thl' next moruing, and that, in ~pite of .lit 
these promises and evcry form of threat, inducement, or entreaty 
which we could bring to bear upon him, It was not till the third day 
that any slgn\'f them .lppeared, the morning of the third day how
e\''ir at last found us well on our way out of the town tow:lfds 
Kudum, which IS the name of the h!S! sta~ :It :t distance of about 
eighteen miles from Resht . The to,!d thu~ far was excel\,.nr; for, 

indeed, t is not till about six mIles further on that the real trouble,; 
of the journey begin, and wound through what, later on in the year 
when the trees are in foliage,nlust he th,' most lovely scenery. At 
present the bareness of the forest and the vast expanses ofwatel and 
twamp lent a gloomy aspect to the scclle,whlc/t rather reminded one 
of the weird effect of some of Dare's il1u~trations . On either side 
stretched endless es:pall5cs 'If forcst and jungle completely bare of 
leaves and as silent as death, but here and tltere the monotony of 
the scr.ne was relieved by the patches of primroses, violets, snow
drops, and every variety .:lfspring /lowers with which the siJes of 
the road were studded. At Sangar, half-way on our day's march, 
where there is a capital sarai or staging house, we halted for an 
hour to ren and eat our luncbecn, the baggage in the meanwhile 
gting on, so that by the time we arrived at our quarters for tbe 
night we found everything ready for our reception, and dinner in 
course of progress. This plan we continued throughout. 

OUf party comprises a couple of mining engineers, who have 
b«p prospecting for mines for the past twelve months. Poor 



Jdlow" I th~y appear to hav~ had a very h3rd time of It, having to 
be p~rpctually on th~ tramp, and that, too, inlo th~ most out-of
the-way amI. inaccessible partl> of the wuntry, wh~re fnod and 
:.hthcr are ahke of the poorest de~cription. The), arnus,'d me 
much with their accoulII~ of their expericllcCll among the Nativc:s 
of the country. They did Mt seem very hopeful about milling 
prospects, for it appears that the geological (orm;1t;on all over 
Pen.lJ. I~ mon.: Of k~s of a comp:JTJ.uvcly recent origin, that is, 
latel by some hundreds of millions of yealS, I supyose, ill the 
ma~nificently grJlldlO~e way in which sciendlc men talk upon thes.:: 
~uhjC"' I <', than Ihe older formation ;n which minerals and cOJI, elc. , 
arc found in great <Iuaudtlcs. These older {uflnations J.1'l: of coolSe 
at present deep below the surface of thIS mOle recent formation. 
bu t as the latlel would hJ.ve to be brushed away to a depth't'ary
ing from SCO to 5,000 feet to get at them, they mig,ht almost as 
well for all practle.1I pUl poses nut be there at all. Again, there are 
abundance of srnd.1l del)()~ it~ of copper, iron, etc., as it is, but ~vFry 
place where lhC' e arc to be found has been known to th~ inhabi
tants 01 the cuuntry and work~d by them f:>r eentulies, till such 
limited supp\le~ as wert: ubtainable from these sourCC$ have been 

(l leny wdl. cxhau!>h-d. Add to ihis thJt all the best of them arc ;n 
tho.; h;md~ of private illdivitlu.J!s, who are only plcpared to'part with 
their lig,ht ~ at the lIIo' t c)(travd.gaut pricl s, and it will be sccn that 
the mineral we.llth of Persia is nOt a very rcliable q~ntity ill the 
estimate of .he natural TC50Un:..:S, upon the development of which 
the regencration of the cQuntry is to depend. 

At Kudum we found a capital caravansari, with clean bed~. 
iirepl .. ces that did not smoke, and every luxury. H~re, tired out 
with the iirst day's march, we slept the sleep pi the JUSt, full of 
the most sanguine hopes regarding the marches before us, the 
difficulties of which appe;ared to us from the day's ~xperi~ncc to 
hJ.vc been much exaggerated, hut litd~ did we know what was in 
store for u~ , or the days of aChing frames and hungry imidu 
wh ich had to be got through before we should again know a 
fwling of comfort similar to that which now pervaded us. Next 
lllorning our troubles began, when at a few miles distance ri8ing 
frVlI1 thc de;ll\ level pains which we had hitherto been travening. 
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and where the aneroid barometer, by the w'*y, only marked 
150 feet ahove the sea-level, we commenced to ascend th~ valley 
(If the Sufcicl Rud, so coIUca from the whitj~h colour of its waters, 

which are heavily laden with the soil of the hills from which 
it here e merges and from the deposit of which during many CCIl

(uries the delta of the Gilan, as the tract of Swamp and jUI12:lc 
intervening between here and the shore~ of the Caspian is called, 
is 101 rned. H ere we began with a morOlSS formed by a stream 
runI.jng wild over the deep alluvial soil at the edge of the river. 
This was so deep and broad that it took us about an hour or 
more to get over it. The only thing I can comp~re it to is wholt 
is termed cotton soil during the rnonsuon. Having struggled 
through this we restt:J our horses a bit, and then proceeded to 
pick our way among shingle and boulders along a path which 
led up an ~cem like fhf! side of a hOLl_c. Havi~g arrived at 
the top of thl! we found a corre~ponding descent ill front of us, 
anA so we went on mile after mile the whole day for about 
14 long weary miles, the only incident which varied the 
monotony being when, frum time to time, one or other "f 'Iur 
ponies tried to vary the mode of progression by walking down one 
Of other of the bills upon his head. H ad onl), a path heen Cut along 
the edge of the river all this incessant going up and down like a 
switchback railway-for no sooner had one finished descending one 
~ill than one began immediately the ascent of atlother- might have 
been saved, bur that was too much to expect of an kiatic people. 
Vl hat was good enoubh for their ance~tors two thousand years 
ago, is good enough fur them, and must suffice for their postelity. 

I must say though, that in the illtcre~'~ of 5imple humanity it 
does seem out of piacr- to be commencing a road from Shuster to 

Teheran .• while human beings and animals alike have to go through 

such horrible experienccs along the miserable track which leads 
from Resht, which is thc great highway of communication with 
turope, and along which human beings travel by thousands 
annually, and beasts of burden by tens of thousands. I suppose the 
reason why the British Government has brought no influence to 
bear for the promotion of such a good work is because it knows 
that RUJsia would be immensely brnr(;tf'~ by ' it; but if this 
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j" the case, it appear~ to me to Ix: carrying national jealoll~y 
t.o an extreme, and to rather an ungenerous olle too, comidenllg 
the extent to which we oursclve~ benefit in our ilJ[t'rcour~e 

with Persia by the R uss ian Railway from Batoum to Baku, 
in the ahsence of which we ~hould be oblIged to make a 
long ilnd tedious journey all the way on horsehack from Trebll,
ond, a distance of 700 miles, a great part of the way being tn'er a 
succe~sion of rocky and difficult mountain pa"scs, almost illlpa~sJble 
du ring a great part of the year on account of ~he snow. It wa<: 
not till about 4 p.m, that climhing up to the top of the last of these 
internllnable h;\ls ill that day'~ march1 we SJW half-way up the 
broad opt!n valley which there lay before u~, the villJge of Rus
tomabad, where our quarter~ were to be for the night. Here 
.. gain we found an excellent caravJnsarJ.i1 and that too, so sit tl!tted, 
that a maguificellt vIew lay before one's eyes from erry point to 
wh ich they were turned. TIle sarai it ~elf was built j ust out~icle 
the village on a piece of !'ising I;round in the middle of the vaRey 
from which at a distance of about two or three miles on. either side 
rose gradually t;reat ranges of mountain<; to a height of from 8,000 
feet to 10,000 feet. a great part of which were, strange to say for 
this part of Persia, fairly well wooded. All the upper ranges 
were, of course, covered with ~now) and the view as the sun rose' 
and ~et was m~t lovely. With the exception, indeed, of the 
immediate foreground, which consisted of dusty plains, the general 
effect of the landscJpc was quite Himalnyan in its characte r. It wa~ 
to the last degree aggravating to find ill reference to the mountain 
barometer that, ill spite of all the lahours of the day, we appeared 
.0 have ascended only Olbout 350 feet sincc leaving; Kudum. 

QUI' way the next day by still up the valley of the ri ver, but as 
we were able to keep nearer to the river-bed, we had not to go 
t hrough lhe. repeated ascents and descents of the previous day's 
experience, We passed several villages at distances of about foVr 
or five miles apart, each with groves of olive trees around it, which 
:lppeared to be the principal product of this neighbourhood. 1 
noticed that great pains seemed to be taken with the culture of 
these tr.;:es; a broad ,trench being dug out of the ground on the 
UPIX:I SIde u[ l!aLh as it stood on the side of the hill, which was 
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filled with manure and kept Irngated. The scenery during the 
day's march was very pretty, and the path being less atrociou~ly 

bad than that of the day before, I was able to converse with my 
companions, whose store of technical information on geological 
and kindred subjects I found full of interest. They explamed to 
me how impossible it was tu fillJ any great stores of coals or 
minerals among the formation we wtre passing through, and in 
one place they pointed out what had been made a great deal of by 
the Persians as constituting a valuable seam of coal exposed on 
the side of the road. I should have passed it by myself without 
noticing it, but my attention being directed to it 1 found it to be 
a strata of about nine inches broad of what appeared to me [0 

resemble a stuff called, I bcli~ve, anthracite, that IS, a sort of coal 
of a pale colour and a strong consistency, such as used to be found 
in the lleighhQurhood of Mach in the Bolan Pass, and about the 
impoltance of the dIscovery of which similar exaggerated accounts 
we:e given at the time. 

It was very amusing, in the course of OUI sevl. ,'al marches, to 

obsen'e the condition of the telegraph hlle flOm Kasvin to l<..eloht, 
which is in the haQds of the local authorities, and which 
ran alongside the tr.tck; in pl.tces it had insulators, in places 
it had not; here and therc were poles stuck into the ground 
at every angle to support the wire, but between Resht and 
Kudum it was stretched along trees in the jungle which had 
simply their branches lopped oft; sometimes it was fixed on to these 
po!~ and sometimes il lay along the ground. How on earth 
they ever managed to send a mcssa!!;e by it, it was difficult to 
imagine, but they do occasionally, and what is still more stran!!;e 
the message reaches its destin;;tion. Manji! we found to be quite 
a metropolis with a Telegraph Office and Post Office. Here I 
parted from my companions, who had to remain to prospect some 
~ghbouring hills, and had to continue my journey alone the 
following day. Fortunately the road was very good. By this I 
do not mean to suggest for a moment that any attempts had been 
made to improve it j but as it lay along a wide valley and in
volved no ncep inclines there was no natur II difficulty of anv 
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kmd to be encountered in traversing it, and I had been provided 
with a good supply of food for the day. It was thus not till I 
arrived at the Chapparkhana at the end of the stage, whe-c I was 
to spend the night, that I realised aU the "desagrements" of 
travelling without a servant. 

Here I was shown into a very fairly good room, and when a 
fire had been lighted I felt quite comfortable.; but when it came 
to thinking of what to cat, I found how far the resources of a 
Persian Chapparkhana were below even those of the much de~
piscd Indian dflkbungalow in the cooking line. Nothingwa~ forth· 
coming but the grisliest of fowls ~erved upon a picce of chupatti 
instead of a platc

1 
with a lot of half-smoked and half-burnt rice 

in a bowl, the whole being dignified with the title of P.i."au, 
which seemed quite a libel upon this dish, which can be composed 
und!!r more favourable circumstances . of such inviJing materiab. 
As it was, hungry as 1 was I could not eat it, and was obliged to 
have resource to some tinned provisions which I h3d brought 
from Baku. On these I made a fair meal, but wished that I had 
brought more, for not having foreseen quite the absolute defi~ 

cicncy of edlbles on the way, I had only brought a small quantity. 
The height of thi ~ place, which was called Paiechinar, was 
marked by the aneroid about 1,300 feet. The next morning we 
began the toilsome march over the Kazan Pass to the next halting 
place, and I may say that, without exception, I found it the 
worst match I had ever made in my life. For the first six or 
seven miles, though the ascent was very steep and the track 
villainous, there was no snow. Along this part it was astonishing 
to sce the number of chikoa or French partridge which We 
Jisturbed. The whole of the way lay among stony hills and 
stretches of perfectly hare earth, such as may be seen in the 
neighbourhood of the Bolan Pass and in Pesheen: indeed

l 
the 

whole of the scenery during the following marches waa exactly.ol 
this type. After this the snow began and deepened till, when we 

got to a little village at the top, it must have been generally 
about four or five feet deep, and in many places far deeper. Here 
I~t .!neroid marked about 5,700 f~t. 
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During frost the ddficu]ncs of marching [h,o"gn the snow 
must be far less than when it is beginntng to thaw, as wa~ the 
case on this occasion; for owing to the connant passage of 
numbers of animals, a track of hardly pressed clown and fro'Z.Cn 
snow is formed, along which onc can ride In perfect security, a~ 
It will bear any burden; but when a thaw sets in, the frozen top 
of this softens, and then as the animal gO""s along, one or other at 
his legs sinks through every moment, sometimes all four together. 
The result is equally wearying and unpleasant to animal and 
rider; first one lund leg goes through up to the hocks, thcII with 
a struggle the animal extricates it; then a foreleg g0e5 through, 
and another lurch and struggle ensues; then both forelegs go 
through. and one is all but thrown over the animal's head. Indeed, 
on more than one ottasion I found myself standing 01\ the snow 
With the animal sunk altogether up to the girths beneath me. 
The: mules :m3 ponies so well understand the benefit of th iS tracK: 
that, when meeting Kaffilb coming from the opposite direction, 
nothing would mduce them to go off it; they knew too well that, 
bad as it was, it gave some footing, wherea~ the moment they left 
it they went floundering about in the snow, from whIch it w.u. 
almost impossible to extricate them~elves. Add to this that snow 
began to fall heavily, and it may be supposed that a march acro~s 

the Kazan Pass in the winter is not one which one would under
t .. lte for pleasure. 

It was thus with feelin~ of no little relief that descending the 
other side, we came in v:ew in the distance, of the staging hou~e: 

of Maxra, where our troubles for the day were to come to an end. 
Here we found the worst accommodation we had yet come across; 
for the room we occupied had no windows, and the I:hlffilley 
smoked so that we could not light a fire in spite of the cold; and 

, ."hen it came to food, our lot indeed appeared a sad one, for we 
! were reduced to a piece of raw bacon, which was all we had lefr, 
I tx:Kles a tin of biscuits. We accordingly turned the biscuits our, 
I fried the bacon in the empty rin, ate the lot, and tumed in to 
$leep with the cheerful consciousness that at our next halting 
place, namely, the great city of Kuvin, we should find a hotd 
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with every luxury, a regular high~roacl and a carriage to convey u, 
over the rest of our journey to Teheran. Dreaming of :111 these 
joys we fell raSt asleep and forgot all the misery and troubles of 
the day. The r.ext day's march to Kasvin was only a degree 
better than that of the preceding day, all round the Chapp:ukhana 
the snow jay piled to a depth of from six to seven f~t. and 
through thIS a path had been cut; hut for seven or eight WCioIry 
ollies beyond we !laundered along through deep snow at a funereal 
pace of about IJ miles to two mIles an hour till we arrived on the 
plains at the foot of the hiUs. There the snow got less and le&IO 
till, as we approached the town of Kasvin, it had almost entirely 
disappeared. Dcsccndmg from the Kazan Pas~ one arrives on a 
plateau, the height of which ranges about 4,000 feet, and of which 
the greater PJ.rt of Persia IS composed. Here, as we e~rged 
upon thiS vast pl.!.in , we could descry far far away, about tfOR 
miles off, the gro\'es and orchard~ which surrouni Kasvin, but 
so hC<l vy was the path with slush and balf-melted snow. 
that it took us nearly five hours to travene this distance, and 
it was qUite dusk when we entered upon the environs of the 
town. 

Afrel marchmg t hrough about three miles of mud and slush, 
In to which the horses sometimes sank alm03t up to their girths, 
we anivcd at the gates of Kasvin, which, fortunately, were still 
open. H:ld WI;: been an hour or so later they would have been 
sh ut and then we should have had to spend the night outloidc, 
where we could, for, according to the laws of the Medea and 
Pemans wh ich , as every one knuw~, ahereth not, the gate of a 
city, whcn ollccclos(;d at night, canno! again be opened. Passing 
through the gate we entered upon an apparently endless series of 
streets, the centres piled up with half-thawed snow which had 
been scraped up there from the sides and (rom ofT the roofs of the 
houses. Every now and then in the midst of this snow a chawn 
yawned in front of us, where the top of the drain, which it seem. 
to be the fashion in Persia to conduct along the middle of the 
~t reet , had become uncovered. Seeing great dark paSIap8 detteDd
In~ ~.I either side of the main street.l uk.ed. where thtIe led to. 
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I was told to the Ab-ambar or Wens, wherein is storetl. the supply 
of water for the hot weather when a great scarcity ensues. It 
seemed almost incredIble from the number of streams willch we 
had passed on the way, and the river which Rowed bank full only 
a short distance from the town, that any scarcity demandmg such 
a measure could really be a fact, but I was assured it was the case. 
It only shows the reckless improvidence of the people of the 
country, for the whole of the neighbourhood is eminently suited 
for th~ construction of tanles. Hundreds of rivers and streams 
issue from the hills on every side in the immediate neighbourhood, 
which could with the most moderate engineering skill be made 
use of for the purpose. 

Emergin&from these al1ey~ we entered upon the f(Grand Plac~," 

as I suppose it would be called in a French town, whicb to our sur
prise we fountl dimly lighted up with oil lamps. This was a 

degre~ of ... ivil~c:1tkm which our previous ~xperiences had not pre
pared us for, and W~ began to entertain th~ most extravagant 
hopes regaiding the luxuries which we might find .. waiting us at 
the '( HOler' which was at the opposite ~nd of the ., Grand 
Place" facing the Hotel de Ville, which was at the end by which 
we entered. Passing through an iron gate we enter~d upon a 
sweep which led us up to a really imposing looking building built 
.. fteT the fashion of an ordinary Indian bungalow, with broad 
verandahs all round, but about three times as big. Within we 
found a number of rooms which would have appeared plain or 
eve'l. sordid enough in Europe, but which, after our late expe
riences, seemed to us the height of comfort. In one of these we 
soon su('ceeded in lighting 11 blazing fire awl sat down to warm 
and rest ourselves ~ide it, delighted to think that we should 
never have to do the journey thence to Resht but once again in 
our liVe!. In a short time the attendant appeared bringing some 
Tetlly capitally cooked cutlets and a bottle of Kasvin wine, which 
turned out to be very excellent. 

The next day we started off to drive the remaining 80 miles to 
Teheran. For our own accommodation we found that a brougham 
had been provided, while our !uggage '!U placed upon a 



Tarantass; the road was about as bad as bad could be, .0 that we 
suc~ed with difficulty in doing more than 40 miles a day. Our 
way lay along a vast plain enclosed on either side, towards the 
cast and west, by ranges of mountains covered with deep snow, now 
in the course of melting, but stretching out as far as one could see 
towards the south. The sides of this plain inclined toward .• the 
middle, and along this rushed a broad torrent fed by constant 
streams from the melting snows on the mountains on either side. 
For the first day's journey the road was very heavy, and it was 
late in the afternoon and getting quite dusk by the time ,",e 
arrived at the caravansarai, where we were to spend the night. 
This we found a miserable place, and in an indescribably filthy 
condition. We were, however, too tired to be Critical, and retired 
prom ptly to rest. The next day the road improved vastly, as 
it led along the side of the range of mountains to the east of the 
plain where the ground was gravelly and hard, .£d we ra\tJed 
along a[ the rate of about six or seven miles an hour, so that 
about 3 p.m. we came in sight of Teheran. When I say we came 
in sight, I must rather qualify my statement, for much to our 'dis
appointment there was but little to be seen, I should therefore 
rather say, to be strictly correct, that we came in sight of the place 
where we were told that Teheran was situated, for the city is built 
on rather low ground and behind huge mud ramparts. which rise 
to a height of about 40 feet above the level of the ground. As 
all the hou~es in the town are of muoJ and but few of them rise 
to the height of the ramparts, all that is distinguishable in the 
distance is a few trees and insignificant looking towe~, ~ ont" 
approaches nearer, one's attention is attracted by a tower built in 
'1 garden on the outsk.irts of the tOWlL which. being painted a 
l.riHiant green, acquires from its contrast to the dull gray mono
tony of its surroundings, an importance amonr. the features of the 
landscape hardly merited by its size, which is paltry, or its sttle, 
which is debased. It is, however, the first sign of the neighbour
hood of a large town which presents itself, and stands like a 
sentinel outside its gates, typical of the tawdriness and unsub-
stantiality of the rcgipl.c which exists beyond. 
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Entering the town, onc's carriage is stopped by the Custom
h('lu'c officials who, with a demonstranolJ of conscientious zeal 
thoroughly Asiatic in its character, appear to be uct"rmined to 
overhaul all our baggage. We find, however, as we had expected, 
that after a little convenation the transfer of a few krans to theIr 
palms has a magic effect in overcoming the conscientious scruples 
l'y which they arc actuated, and continue our way to the hotel, 
.u the miserable collection of hovels, which is all that a stranger 
arriving here can find to shelter himself in, is euphemistically 
desiga2\ed. Having procured a room, which appured to act as 
eIther dining-room or sleeping-room alternately, we proceeded to 
take steps to endeavour to remove a portion of the grime which 
had accumulated on our bodies in the course of our seven days' 
journey from R esht; for, needless to say, no bath of any kind had 
been procurable upon the way; but upon enquines being made, 
the proprietor 'of the hotel evidently considers such a request a de
mand upon his resources as unwarranted as il is without prece
dent, and coldly informs us that if nothing less than a bath will 
s'lit our requirements he might possibly be able to get one rudy 
in the coune of several hours, but that he would r .. commend us 
to go to a neighbouring Turk.ish bath in preference. We accord_ 
ingly wended our way thither, for as to deferring such an import_ 
ant matter it was quite out of the question. The bath we found 
to be of the poorest and most miserable description, a great con
tU!t indeed to those found elsewhere in Asiatic countries. This 
is probably owing to the fact that all the wealthier people have 
baths of their own, and it is only quite the poorer classes which 
(~uent the public baths, 

On awaking the next day I found that my face had become 
completely blistered all 0\"e1' from tbe effects of the sun uran the 
skin during the last day's march aCl'068 the Kazan mountain when 
tht sky had been quite 'Clear, I bad felt the glare a little, but as 
I had fortunately brought dark. spectacles with me I did not 
anticipate any effect. from it, leut of all to a akin pretty well 
tanned, as I imagined, by yeart of exposure to an Indian aun in 
sud! climates as Sind and Rajputana. However, my fa~ was 



in such a state of almost rawness for that clay, and almost a week 
following, that it was quite impossible that I should go out, the 
more so as I could not shave; and what with a half-skinned face 
and several days' growth of beard, I looked ,uch an u~utterable 
ruffian that I was ashamed to be seen even by my servants. I had 
noticed while marching through the snow that the Europeans I 
had met had their faces all wrapped up in clothes, except just places 
for the eyes to look through, but it had never occurred to me that 
this was anything but an absurdly foppish precaution to preserve 
their complexions. However, I shall be wiser another time, and 
not despise what appeared to me then a friyolo .. ! carefulness about 
one's appearance. At Baku I had luckilf met at the hotel a 
young German who had just come from Teheran, and he told me 
that, owing to his being unpro~ided with dark spectacles, his eyes 
had been so affected by the glare upon the snow that he ha<\,. been 
quite blind fur days 3fter his arrival in Teheran. II h3d profited 
by this portion of hi~ experience, and provided myself with eye
prot,.ctors, but that relating to a vetl or covering to the face I had 
ne:gle:cted. In consequence, I had to spend six weary d3YS 
indoors, only stealing out for a walk in the early morning or the 
dusk of the evening when no one was about. 

However, I found plenty to interest me as soon as I was able 
to go about. I visited sever31 of the P ersian officials, and 
among others I had the honour of being received by the 
N aib-us-Sultanat, the Governor of Teheran, and one of the 
sons of the Shah, who made 3 most favourable impression upon 
mc, as he does upon all Europeans, by the gentleness and courtesy 
of his address and manners. We found him, on entering, 
deeply engaged with a number of his officers in transacting busi
ness connected with his duties as Govern!:': of the City and 
Commander-in-Chief of the local garrison. That he is not with:.. 
out remarkable acuteness and powen of observation was pro~ed 
by an incident which occurred to me some days later. ItmuBt 
be remembered that on the oc~ion of this interview I was, of 
course, in « grande tenue n frock coat, tall hat, etc., and tbat it 
only lasted a few minutes. About a week: after this I W&t walk:-
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IIlg along the Hlccts, when a lJum[)cr of troops passed me. I 
j"ilowed thcm on to the Champ de Mars or large parade ground. 
There I found a number of troops drawn up fOT a LCV1CW and 
awaiting the arrival of the Shah. I joined In the crowd of Oll

lookers. A lew minutes later the Naib-u!>-Sultanat rode up. 
accompanied by a staft of officers, and took up his position a little 
distance ofT. I did not recog-nise him a bit, as he h:ld a great 
poke over his eyrs, but I SAW hlm Jook at mc. He then took oil 
th;s poke and rude up to /l,e, and spoke to me, whereupon, of 
course, I knew v.no he was. He made me come out of the 
crowd, and sen t me to a tent where there were collected a lot uf 
the great offiCIals. Here 1 found myself In rather an unplcJ.sJ.IH 
posItIOn, as I was only In:~scd ill d rough walking . uit, whlle all 
chose I was 3mollg were in full dlt~s. However, they did not 
seem to mind, and so I remained there, and looked on at the 
review which) if not edifying, was, at any rate, amuslIlg from thl: 
novelt} and onginality of the principles upon which it appeared to 

be conducted. Aftf'1 an hour or so's delay-for, I lx:1ievc, it i" 
considered undignified ill an Onent,1I Court for a Sovereign to be 
punctual_the Shah appeared in a carriage drawn by six. horses. 
and drove round the ground to the light of the linc of th l.' 
Cos~ad.s and Artillery, which were drawn up in an alignment with 
the tent in which I was seated. 

He then mounted on horseback, and rode along the line ae
iompanied by all his staff, Aft~r that he rode back again, and 
Ihen sat down in the tent to the right of the aile which I was in. 
After this portion of the proceedings the real show began, and it 
w .. s one well wonh seeing, though difficult to deSCribe. All 
round tbe large square, at one end of .. ,blch the tents occupied by 
the Shah and hiS officers, etc" had been pitched, were drawn up 
regiments of every descripti!)n and variety of uniform, to the 

n,umber, probably, of about 6,000 to i,ooa mcn. Some of these 
were dressed In Austrian uniform, some in Flcnch uniform, some 
in German uniform: in fact, each regiment appeared to be uni~ 
formed according to the nationality of its Commanding Officer. 
I do no~ think that the Shah ha~ any British officers in his em
ploy, otherwise probably a regiment would have been presrnt after 

• 



the pattern of the Grenadier Guards; for no regimem appt'arcd 
to be conformed upon a.ny less pretentious model than the " Corps. 
J ' Elitt''' of the CQuntry whose troops it aimed at copyi ng. The 
Austria.n regiments were regiments of the Guard: in the .ame 
way with the German, etc. Well, to continue. A t a given 
signal all these regiments advanced madly from all three sides of 
the s(]uare, and then commenced nothing but what could be 
descrihed as a species of ballet on a gig;.ntic scale. Some ad· 
vanced boldly and retreated frantically; others marched past, a:1J 
through, and rounJ one another, III some cases, after advancing: 
to the middle of the plain, the band would ~udd'!llly halt, and thl: 

regIment followmg would march wild!y round .md round it like 
a whirligig. As each regiment, besides being uniformed after the 
type of the troops of a dlITcrcnt nationality, had been trained and 
drilled in its own peculiar way, the effect produced was ~f a 
medley of troops of all nations parading, while the rti~c from the 
hands, whith all played at once, was simply distracting. Tile 
Austrian troops mallteuvrcd with their riRes slung muzzle down 
over the shoulders and turned right about wilh the peculiar lowing 
an{1 kick of the leg which is chara.cteristic of the Austrian 
drill. The French mamruvrcU with the jaunty national step, 
and the Germans plodded along with the dull heavy beetl~rush. 
ing gait l)Cculiar to the nationality which they represented; and 
~o the show Continued for about an }lOur. Altogether it was a 
wondell'ul ~ight, and one which I would not have missed seei ng 
for anyrlti<1g. I should mention that an this time the Pt rSiall 
Cossacks, which are a body of very serviceable and well-mounted 
men, armed and drilled after the Russian type, and officered by 
Rus~iafls , maintained an attitude of dignified abstention from 
III th i~ frivolity, and k ept their places where thcy had been origi. 
nally drawn up. As far as I could judge, th is appeared the only 
portion of the troops lIkely to be of any practical use. 

I was going to say that it is a pity that there is not any p~rii
cul.!r portion of the city of' Teheran set apart for the occu

[Mlion of the European population; but perhaps, considering 
the social relations of these toward. onc another, it is as well 
that it ~hould remain as it is, scattered about d. town, tbough 
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this involves a great deal of lrollblc when making visits. 
Having completely recovered from the effects of my journey, 
J determined to go round and call upon all the Diplomatic 
representatives . This I found no slight undertaking, as onc 
Jived in one quarter of the town and the other in another. In 
the principal street, however, four Legations have, with great 
consideration fOf the public, :app3lcntly managed to fi nd suitable 
ac,~ommodation for themselves: hem::e the street is c:llled the 
"Go-a'lde Rue de~ Ambassadeufs "--a tlele the pretentiousnes~ 
of which is hardly carried out in the effect produced hy its appear
ance, which is anything but imposing. This is owing to the fact 
rather of the peculiar mode of construction of the P ersian house~, 
th:m to the absence of fine buildings. Throughout the town" of 
Persia the streets in which the private houses are situated arc lincd 
with blank walls, the monotony of the effect produced by wh1ch 
is only broken \,y the gateways, which appear at intervals accord
ing to the dimensions or pretentiousness of the premises existlllg 
behind them. Tht:se g~teway$ open into a courtyard or g::u den, 
at the further end of which, or around which. are ranged the 
buildings constituti ng the housc. This is by no mcam an un~ 

• p[easam or inconvenient arrangement , though it is not ont: that 
contributes to the general appearance of the town; for ample light 
and air alc thus secured to all the room/! of the hou~e, while the 
garden in the middle, which has generally a little tank or a 
fuunta in in its centre, and is traversed by paths shaded by trellis 
w">rk with creepers, g ives a very much prettier outlook than 
would be gained by a view only on to the streets. The privacy 
thus secured, too, is another great advantage. 

I was much interested in the course 1.>( my visits to discover, a8 
it appeared to me, the origin of the popular designation of an 
American as "Yankee Doodle," which has always appeared to me 
to be a matter of snch obscurity as to defeat all enquiries. I 
wished to call upon the American Minister, but could not for the 
life of me ma.na.ge to make the coachman understand where I 
wanted to go. At lut I called in the aid of an interpreter} and 
he appeared to me to say something that sounded to me exactly 
like '"' Yankee Doqdle." At this I was equally surprised and 
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~hockcd, for I rould /lot !magine how such a vulgar English 
expression could have penetrated hither anJ become in common 
u~e among the people of the place, and It appcJ.red to me to be a 
most unbecoming mooe of designating the Diplomatic Represent
ative of a very great Power. r acrordingly remonstrated with 
the author of this expression against its usc, when after ~ome 
difficulty he succeeded in explaining: to me that the words he had 
used had not been Yankee Doodle, as I had imagine,I, hut 
U Yangee Doonya," the Turki~h for New "Vorld, which IS t~e 
term by whi~h America is geographically designated throughout 
the educated classes ltl Persia. 

It was /lot wi thout fccling~ of considerable satisfaction that 
I found mysdf at last after some delay about to leave Teheran m 
,.OIlU [0 !spahan, the more so as I had had the ludl to secur~ for 
myself a companion for the journey, whose society could not fai l tn 
be ahlee pleasant and interesting, as he had been working for a long 
mne p:tSt in various out-of-the-way parts of the country, mapping 
and obtaining general information for the benefit of the Intelligence 
Department. As he Wished to p!l)ceed to Ispahan by any way 
rather tban the beaten track, I was delighted to fall in with his 
views which quite Agreed with my own feelings upon tbe sub
ject, and we decided to march through a portion of the great 
Central De~ert of Persia 'lila t he Saih Kuh Mountains, which, 
though lying in the immediate vicinity of the high road, was, as a 
matt!:r of :act, almost unexplored country, so much so that the 
actual position of the mountains themselves has been only ap
l)foximately defined upon the maps, 

After several umuccessful attempts we managed to effCi:t a 
.!otan, and the music of the mule bells, as our caravan wound its 
way through the outskirts of Teheran, sounded quite inspiriting 
to us ridi Jlg on ahead with our guide to lead the way to the Jirsr 
camping-ground, in spite of the fearful din which it created on a 
closer acquaintance. One ddight of wandering off the beaten 
track is [hat one feels so thoroughly independent and master of 
ollcltClf, there is no feeling of being obliged to cover a certain 



distance 1!I the course of the day's march in order to arrive at a 
predetermined camping-ground; for the merit ... of all the various 
possible camping-ground~ being unknown, one is flce (rom all 
prejudice or preference on the subject, and thus at liberty to hJ.lt 
when one fecls thus inclined without being harassed by ally 
scruples as to whether one ought not to have gone so many milc~ 
further. Besides one great advantage o( travcllmg in this mallner 
is that one is inclined to accept in such a philosophicJ.I manner 
whatever befa!ls ope; being absolutely UllPrepared for any conve
nien('es, olle has 110 possible grounds (or being discontrnted or grum
blillg at not finding them, and consequently if the water j~ bad or 
supplies not forthcoming, or if it comes on to rain and there be no 
shelter near, or one's tent get'> blown down in the night, or the 
thou~and-and-onc incidems occur that mar the enjoyment of 
marching in comparatively uncivilized coumries, om: accepts one's 
fate without ~emur and tries to make the beSt of the circum
stances for expecting nothing une cannot be disappoimcd; and if 
one hnds th ... ! no difficulties occur but that things go smoothly, 
one is proportionately happy and contented. The climate of 
Persia in the month of April is peculiarly pleasant for out-door 
life and marching. The sun is warm by day and yet the air IS 

still quite cold, so that· the moment one is able to get out of the 
direct rays of the sun one finds one~el( in a dtlightfully cool 
atmosphere such as reminds one of a sprillg-day at home, and 
when one is tired olle (""an lie down under the shade of any 
chance tree that one comes across, not that such natural adorn
ments of the landscape are by an)" means plentiful as a rule, and 
doze away a couple or hours or so after luncheon during the heat 
of the day, 

Leaving Teheran behind us our first day's march-after passing 
the shrine of Abdul AZlrn and the abortive attempt at a railway 
which there comes to w abrupt conclusion and may be looked 
\tpon as a typical result of all attempts to foist upon the conserva
tive Persian a degree of civilisation which he is alike unprepared 
for and disinclined to-lay through the vast level plains of more or 
leu culturable land which stretch out for a distance of -4-0 or so 
miles towards the east. I say ctl.lturable pointedly, for land ·of 
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Ihis description is comparatively sC'anty throughout Persia except 
lIZ limited patches scattered at intervals where spri ngs are found 
to exist, or else along the immediate margins of the nvers. Here, 
however, it is to be seen stretching for miles With abundant sup
plies of water apparently intersecting it in ail di rections in the 
streams brought down by numerous lanaiS from the hills which 
bound it [0 the immediate nort)l , Not that by allr means the 
whole extent of the area thus aVdilabJe appeared to be anuaUy 
brought under caltivation, but sril! the dusty grey monotony ofd,e 
grea ter proporti(m of the surface of t he ground was here varied 
by cxtensi,·c stretches of luxuriant crops of barley and corn of the 
mo~t Lr iHiant green, while the edges of tht· water-courses were 
fringed with rows of stun ted willow trees, the whole scene pre
senting, as my companion told me, a very good specimen of the 
productive portions of Persia viewed under the most favou,able 
circumstances. Under the scanty shade to be d..ltained from 
some of these trees wt' halted for lunch and to allow our caravan 
of mules to precede us to the viiJagc where we had decided to 

camp for the night, and hot though the sun had appeared to us 
while riding, we found the air directly we sat down in thIS 
trifl ing shade quite .,001, not to say almost cold. I t was delightful 
to lounge thus III the open air discussing ou r frugal meal after a 
month's confinement to the stuffy houses and narrow stre('ts of 
Teheran, and it was with some reluctance that we roused our
selves to conti nue our march on to our halting phce. 

As the day wore all clouds gathered on all sides and rain 
appeared in the disunce upon the mountains, so th at when we 
an ived at our tents I thought it advisable to remove my goods 
~ nd belongings to the cover of a dIlapidated sort of summer
house in a garden near. The more so as my tellt was olle of 
Pe]"llian manufacture bought in T eheran, and when pitched now 
for the first time preienh:d the most comical appearance such as 
invited but li ttle confidence in the protection to be afforded 
underneath it from either sunshine or stvrm. However, as regarded 
the former, it belied its name, for flimsy as was the quality of the 
doth of which it was made, it afforded all the shelter which I 
tlubsequrntly found myself in need of in this respect, at any rate 
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as far as Ispahan, except in the case of one or two days upon the 
desert. F rom this the actual force of the ~un's lays in this part 
of Persia during the month of April may be gauged in spite of Ihe 
apparent heat of the sun; while as regards rain we never ex_ 
perienced any, so there was no occasion to provide against it in our 
c;:se fortunately. Not but what rain docs occasionally fall ill 
Persia, particularly at this time of the year, but the area aff'octed by 
;t is usually t he immediate neighbourhood of the mountains, 

whereas our way lay along the plains at a considerable distance 
from any hills e~cn; &[ill we could cbsen·c, 311 long as tiler 

were in sight, heavy clouds hanging over the mountains to the 
south in the neighbourhood of Kum and K ashan. 

It is not perh aps generally 'mown that of late years a large 
Jak~ has formed itself about 60 miles due south of T eJieran which 
is gradually extend ing its margi n and swallowing up more and 
more country t:ill it promises by the exten~ive surface of water 
which is thus being created to int roduce a considerable change 
;'1 to the c1i m;lh: of Ihis part of the country, particularly as regards 
the rai nf.1.I1. I ndeed , it is s:I.lJ that symptoms of such a change 
have already shewn themselves according to the opinions of The 
older European inhabi tants of the Cap1tal. The story or the 
occasion of the formation of this lake is too thoroughly character_ 
istic of the coun try to be omitted, not that I would by any 
means be any guarantee for its authenticity. It is said that 
amongst other improvements lately in troduced into the country 
was the construction of a cart road from Kum to Teheran. 
On its completion, however, it was found that with the con_ 
servatism characteristic of all Oriental peoples, the inhabitant s 
of the countr)' preferred the old triolck along which they had 
~n accustomed to travel for centuries tv The new road, ill spite 
of its bridges and culvnts and other European innovations. The 
Government, distressed at this want of appreciation on the part 
of its subjects at the efforts thus made for their advantage, 
directed tbat the embankment, which had from time im
memorial prevented a certain river from encroaching on thie 
track affected by the people of the country, in preference to 
ill own beautiful braQd-new road, should be cut through ",idl 



.l view 10 renuering it impassable and thus literally fon ing ih 
recalcitrant population into the way into which it would 
have them go. No sooner was thi~ done, than the river, treated 
in th is unceremonious manner, deserted its olel eh:lIInei altogether, 
and instead of rUlllllng to waste as it had hitherto done in the 
deserts to the south, turned towards the west, and finding there 
a vast hollow extendmg (or miles and miles o( soil o( a descriP"' 
t ion endowed presumably with less power.. of 2.~orptil)n tl-.. m ~hat 
in which it formerly used to WAste itself. comme nced to fo rm a lAke 
there. As this hollow stretches far away towards the desert without 
ally ou tlet, the water thus accumulated extends Its area year by 
year till, as I say, it i ~ already begllJning, in spite of the comparatil'\' 
recency of the diversion of th is nver which only dates, 1 believe, 
from about 8 or 10 yeah back, to exercise, acccrdmg to the popular 
opinion, a noticeable effect upon the climate and rainfall ~f the 
neighbourhood. 

Amongst the M ahommedan population, wht) al always prepared, 
for reasons as often of per"lonal cOllvenience and [0 save them
sdves trouble as for any other, to see the inevitable in whatever 
occurs, the formation of t his lake is 'ooked upon as a special miracle 
on the pJTt of some presiding Saint of (he neighbourhood Wi th 
wh1ch it would be nothing less than sacrilegious to interfere, and 
accordingly they religiously discourage any suggestions of an at
tempt to rC5tore the stream to its former channel. 111. this case 
th is fatalism of their character is not wit hout its merits, for it is 
J>O'sible that a more energetic people migh t have resented this 
mdependent action on the part of the river and promptly IIUP

pressed it whi le it was still possible to do so, in which case tJ.l~ 

benefits that witl probably result from its action would have bet:n 
lost. While on the subject of this lake which, however, promises 
to become a most useful and important feature in the natural 
economy of the country, it is aJ, well to remark upon the tre

mendous amount of water which appears to be allowed to Tim to 
waste on various scales in different parts of Persia from that con
tamed in a small irrigation rivulet or in a lanat, the tail of whid 
is left to wander away without being made use of, as may be fre
quently see n when mArching, to that comprised in the volume of a 
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{'ood-sized river, as was the case with the one in questIon formerly, 
~nd as is the c.tSc with the Zaindarud, the tail of whu..h lorms an 
extensive and hitherto undefined swamp locally dlstlngw<;hcd by 
the designation of Gawkhand, on the way between hpahan and 

Yezd. 
Our next day's march brought us to a sight full of interest, for 

continuing our way through the' same more Of less cultivated p1.u n, 
wt' came upon the ruins of the ancIent Persian city of VCr.llnm. 
Wh lf.h, to judge from the extent of space cove-red by its rem,lIlls, 
must have been a very important one in former day .. , Unfortu
nately, in conse<ju em:e probably of the bigotry of the Mussulrn.m 
invaders, the only portion left in anything lik.e a state of prCSCftJ

tion amongst them was a solitary tower of a most pccubar form 
coveled with inscriptions which loomed out in the distancc in 
soli tary grandeur amidst the ruins and decay which sillroundetl it, 
and which appaltn tly had constltutcd a fire-temple originally. The 
tiles bearing the designs and inscriptions were still mostly IlCrfe('t, 
hut the base ofthl:: (ower was so undcrmllled by the brcalung .nvay 
of the bricks forming it, that there st:emer\ but httle plOb.lblhty 
of its being able to stand the weaf and tear of many yc:>rs morc. 
h seems a pity that such an interesting relic shuuld be allowed to 
disappear, bet any steps to prevent such a thing are of course out 
of the quest ion in a country like Persia. On the very top of this 
tower a stork had curiously enough built a huge nest, and ~ta llding 
on lhe top of this presented a very quaint appe.!.rancc which it was 
d ffic'ult to make out in the distance. 

\Ve found that for this night, in consequence of the threaten
ing appearance of the atmosphere, our servants had taken us 
a room in the village where we were to stay; the con~equ~nce 
WaS that we constituted a sort of popu:u show to the whole 
population from the time that we arrived at our quarters till 
it was too dark for us to be visible any longer. For all this 
time the whole of the flat roofs of the houses surroundlllg 
the yard in which we were seated was crowded with women 
and children who seemed l1e~ c:r tired of watching us and 
colllmenting upon our proceedings, for though only about 
40 milCB di5tant from Teheran, we were then in pa.rts so m\ictJ, , 
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out of the beaten track that a Flringh; was but .seldom seen 
there, perhaps not ('nee in :II lifetime, so that our appearance 
crt-a ted a considerable amount of interest amongst thIS portion of 
the population which nevcr had a chance CJf moving from their 
homes to VISit the strange sights In Teheran. 

It I~ very amusing as one gets further and {urtherinre the wilds in 
Persia to hear the questions as!c.ed of one by the v,lhgen and to sce 
how utterly and completely ignorant they are of anything }).oyond the 
limned spherr known to them and bounded by the Villages scattered 
round. M:fny of them appear to be quite Incapable of uncefa 

m .ndmg that there could be any other teligioo in the worlcl be
Sides that of Mahommedanism and to take It for granted th.t we 
must be co-re\igionim with tnemse1ve<I ; th.s was particularly the 
ca~e With myself, as being acquaznted With many of the forms of 
faith prevalent among the Sunni sect, I LOUJJ to a cefta; ""extent 
carry out thiS misconception on their part. In otHer plac6, where 
the Inhabitants wele better Informed and well acquainted with 
the existence of repre:;ent;;nwe5 of a dlRerent form of religion 
Ienown distinctively as F ffillg1111, I cannot say that the feelmg 
which they gave expression to on the subject of their personal 
opinion about these, would be regarded as entlrely Hattering to. 
ounelves. One day while out shooting amongst the mountains 
of the S,ah Kuh I fell in with some wandenng Arabs and sat 
down to have :I talle with them; tbey undentood that I was a 
Mahommedan, and (or the purpose of enquiry 1 did not disabuse 
them of this idea, but repudiated any connection with the Chris
tians, saying that I was of a nationality called English, which was 
an tnfiOltely superior and more wealthy and powerful race than any 
other Fiyillghi, whereupon one of these unsophiltic:ated children 
of the desert began to express his feelings very candidly on the 
subject of the represent2tivc:s of the Christian religion with whom. 
he had been acquainted, in the course of which he said, oC We have 
a proverb here that' bad as is a Belooch , he is better than a 
Christian.' .. 

To understand the point of this it must be explained that 
th IS conversation took place in [he neighbourhood of a famou 
pu~ In the great Penian desert through which the Belooc:b 
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marauders used to go to raid upon the villages to the west and the 
caravans passing along the high roads from Teheran to Ispahan 
and Yezd. Mounted on swift camels they used to dn!>h out of the 
waterless and inaccessible wilds of the desert, collect ail the plunder 
that they could .and then return to their lair where no one was 
able to follow them j so that till quite recently their name was a 
terror throughout the more orderly classes of the people. The 
puticular Christians referred to wt/uld be of course the Arme
nia'ls, which is the only Christian populatiun of Persia with which 
its h1ahommedan inhabitants are to any extent acquainted. These 
Armenians are a thoroughly commercial race, and though treated 
with but scanty respect or consideration by the Mahommedans, 
are able to retaliate llpon these in the course of their busines~ 
relations with them; for the Mahommedan being mostly a careless 
and improvident indIvidual, with but little spare cash besi4e him, 
as a rule is gla . to come to the despised Armenian Christian to 
borrow money. Besides this

J 
the latter are dealers in goods which 

the ordinary Persian cannot obtain elsewhere, such as European 
goods of valious descriptions, whIch he is in the habit of selling to 
his ignorant and confiding fellow countryman at abvut ten times 
their real value; so that the real gist of the proverb was, ., It 

"is better to be robbed by the Belooch than by the Christian," 
or "Great a robber as is the Belooch he does not equal the 
Christian." I endeavoured to explain to him that the terms 
Feringhi and Christiall were not synonymous, and that the 
Chri&tians with whom he was more immediately acquainted were 
not F"jnghi, as the latter came in every case (rom very long 
distances across the seas, whe~as the Armenians lived in the 
same country with him, but J doubt if I made much impression 
upon him. 

In another place, as I wai haranguing an assembled crowd 
of villagers on the superior excellencies of the English over 
every other variety of F,ringhi, I was asked if I was of 
the same religion with the .. Ooroos '" This of course I said 
was $0, my interlocutor then proceeded [0 enquire how it was 
in that cue that we were not friends ; this was rather an 
embarrUling question, as according to a Mahommedan point of 
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rivals IS a most unnatural one, and I did not quite know how 10 

answer it till it suddenly occurred to me to explain that certainly we 
were both Christians but th.lI we were of rival secIs,simiiar to those 
of the Sunnis and Shiahs amongst the Mahommedans. This of 
course Immedl:t.tcly satISfied their dIfficulties, and I made a markedly 
favourolb!e impre%lon upon them in favour of my ">wn n ltionahty 
when I went all further to explain that of the rival Chris
tIan sech the EnglIsh represented the orthodox faith, such as 
would corre~polld to that of the 5hiahs amongst the Mah(>m
medans. 

It ~eemcd to me indeed astom~ hillg to observe how intense 
appeared to be the hatred eXI~tillg between these two confltcting 
sects of the Mahommedan faith, forextremeasis the feeling of aver
sIOn of the fanatical 5hiah Mahommedan of Persia to a C~istian, 
and in thi~ respect I must ~.t.y th .. t he excels the <Sunni Mahom
medan of other countries, though his aversion does not take such 
an openly aggressive form, sull it is not greater than that which 
he entertalm towards his co-religionists of the rival sect. There is 
nothlllg more ch;lracteristic of this than that while he will speak 
WIth the greatest reverence and respect of the Christian's Prophet 
(a~ they call him) Jesus, who in the Mahommedancreed i, described' 
J ~ " The Splt;t of God," he will never melltion the grearleaderof 
the 5uI1111 sect, namely, the Caliph Omar, without terms of the 
vlbt abuse. As an instance of the tolerant spirit of the better 
mfOlmt"d or less fanatical Persian Mahommedan towards a Chris
tian, I may mention that, losing my way one day, I found nlY3Clf 
separated from my servants and quite alone in the neighbourhood 
of it large village. I rode into it to get a guide, .. d found a lot 
of the lIlhabitants collected upon the open space in the middle j 
some of them when they saw me jeered at me, one man scned 
the rdns of my horse, and said, "Give me money and I will shew 
you the way," when an eminently res~ctable and dignili.edJooking 
man, whom I afterwards found to be the headman of the village, 
walked up to me, sa/aamut, and simply said, '4 Follow me," As 
we got outside the vlllage he began to open up • eonvenation and 
a~ltcd me where 1 came from and where I wa going to,' uui 
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they ferm it in Oriental countries; he then ~ajd , h Are you, indeed? 
Well, Jesus, you know, is one of our great Prophets, for we say in 
our creed, 'there is no God but God, and Jesus is the Spirit of 
God: ,. And finally we parted with the greatest cordiality, but 
not ull he had put me quite on my road, and though he had put 
himself to cunslderable trouble to do this, he would not accept any 
reward, but gave me his blessmg a,ld said he was very glad to have 
bc.'en of use to me. 

The majority, however, of the Mahommcdan inhabitants or 
Persia, particularly such as inhabit the cities, I~ by no meallS dis
posed by ~uch charitable feelillgs towards the Christians who live 
amon~st them. Being more orderly in their habits and civlit:r.ed ill 
their demeanour than the Sunni races, with which our national 
relations bring us mostly ;n contact, they are not so openly 
aggre~sive in Ihetr attitude towards them as are' these latter, 
but tneir disgust and hatred are not tho less deeply rooted 
because It is 1I0t sht"wn, or IS disgUIsed under the veil of politeness 
and sociable manners. 

It would seem, however, that this fanatical feding is more 
prevalent amongst the inhabItants of the towns and larger villagel> 
who are more immediately under the influence ofthe lIfuJias and 
reltglOus teachers, whose iuterest it is to encourage thcse feelings 
from profcssional reasons, as they are aware that an extended 
intercourse with Europeans WIll introduce more lthera! and 
enhghtenc:d idcas into the country and thus lower thclr own 
in8.uence. which depend~ upon their own self-assumption and the 
ignorance of those whom they impose upon, just as the case with 
the Brahmi. who, as a class, are the most determined opponents 
of our rule in IndIa. In the smaller villages however, and those 
considerably removed from the beaten track, I must say that] 
have expenenced the greatest kindness and hospitality, but then, a& 

I u.y, in many of these tbey do not know what a Flrillghi II, and 
only associate the idea of a Christian with an Armenian. 

The next day brought w to the limit of the area of cultivation 
which we had hitherto been traversing, and before us lay 
eight claY" march through a region where ahlolutely nodaing 
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was procurable but water, and that only of a very indifferent quality 
In places, and at long Intervals. Here we had to halt (or two 
days to negotiate for supplies of grass .and grain for the main
tenance of the 20 mul" and ponies which carried us gnd our 
baggage, besides the supplies neceSS2ry for the 12 human beings, 
comprising oursdycs, our servants, and the muleteers. 

It is d ifficult for those who have not had an experience of 
the kmd to imagine what innumerable requiremcnls are suddenly 
found to arise for a party about to enter upon a region where there 
is nothing to be obtained of the simplest necessaries of !J(e for such 
a !ohort period as even seven days; and as the t1:ne approached for 
our stal ung, it seemed even doubtful if the right camels which we 
had hired for the purpose would be sufficient to carryall the 
miscellaneous collection of articles which, according to our ser
vann' account, was quite indispensable for our well-being, if not 
(or our actual existence, during the next few days ... In consider
ing this point we had reason to congratulate ourselv" very much 
that at any rate we had no necessity to take water with us, 
as would have bo:cn the cue had we been bent upon cross
ing many other portions of the same desert, where even water 
is missing, for thIS would have involved the entertainment of 
about 50 camels at least, instead of ollly 8, to carry the great 
leather water bags used on such OCCAsions, E\'en in this point 
we found we were rather too sanguine, (or though we were told 
that water was, as we found to be the case, procurable more 
or less a~ong the route we had decided upon following, still 
it was not always drinkable, and in more than one case we had 
to carry the water intended for our own personal use for some 
days ffllm the last point where we had had the luck to come 
across a spring of sweet water, 

Those who have never lived in any countries but such as abound 
in streams and springs, and where brackish water is unk.nown, can 
hardly understand what an important part the presence ofwattr of 
any quality plays in the existence of those who reside in region. 
such as those of Persia and Central Asia, and how much the: com_ 
fort of these depends upon the merits of the particular i upply of 
water Ilpon which they are dependent for their daily Il.lItenancc. 
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To an Englishman, for instance) it ~ounds strange if not absurd to 
hear a person di~c:ussing the merits of the wat\:;r at a particular place 
as if it were some rare kind of wine, or to have one's servants urging 
ont when one is already tired With a long march to go on sonic 
miles further before halting, on the plea that the water there is so 
much better than that at the place where one proposed to stop; but 
when one has had some days' experience of the vileness of the 
flavour and unpleasantness of the effects which water, apparently 
bTight and clear tc. judge (rom Its appearanle, is capable of attri
buting to itself, and has tLied to clisguise the taste with tca or 
spirits, only to find that Epsom salts and tea were only more 
nauseous than Epsom saln and whiSKY, and that for a thlUty 
man the only thing to do was to grin and bear it and be th.mkful 
[0 b: able to occasionally wet one's mouth with the filthy ~ol ution 
of salts and other minerals which was all that Nature had thought fit 
to provide for the convenience of those wh,) ventured in to these 
regions, evidently not intended fo r the residence of man, or if so 
only for those who could find no means of existence elsewhere, or 
had a grudge against their fellow creature~ which compelled them 
to take to the m:>st inacessible parts of the ealth, I say il dOt's not 

• take long to understand the merits of a delirious draught of really 
sweet water, and that the first question asked upon arriving at 
a well or a spring and seeing any oue drink of it is, "Is the 
water sweet? " 

Having completed all (Jur preparations we marched the next 
day; but such is the uneasiness inspired by the idea of enter~ 
iog upon a journey into the desert and the reluctance with 
which it is faced, that we could not persuade either our mule
teers or camelmen to go further than til .. remains of a dilapidated 
village, which stood as it were !Jke a solitary outpo.,bt about 
eight miles into the desert where a scanty spring of Water had 
induced a single family to settle, and th us constitute as it were 
the last vestige of a settled population for a distance, it may be 
said, of several hundreds of miles, if not to the very confines of our 
poSiessions or Sind. It was of course too annoying after having 
alrudy Waited so much time to be obliged to waste a day thus, for 
14 miles corutitute a proper day's march in Persia, and by going 
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on a distance of about J 8 miles f1.nhcf, we should have been 
able to reach a spring of water where we could have cam fed (or 
the night. However, there was no good in trying to force the 
incl inations or prejudices of our servants, and the only thing to 
do was to fall in with as good a grace as poSSIble with the nllne
morial custom of deferring an entrance into th~ wild and desolate 
regions which lay before as long as there eQuid posSIbly bz an 
excuse for doing so, 

h is strange to observe the vague fears and superstitions which 
in the mind~ of the more settled popubt ions in the ncighboUlhood 
surround the V.l~ t extent of barren and uflinhJbited country known 
as the Great Desert of Persia. So little :ITC the I""[cr acquainted with 
those regions into which they rarely VClHurc themselves, that d,cre 
is nothIng they arc not rcady to believe regan:~ing thc wonders and 
horrors to be secll Ihere-Ihe monstrous ammals and the malign.ant 
spirits which haunt these wilds, besides the more tt.ngible dangers 
resulting from pos~lble attacks by robbers-from the moud1\, of 
tbosewbom the overpowering calls of superstition,-~s in the caseof 
those who determine on making a pilgrimage to the sacred shnne at 

Mesheu,--or bU5ine~s,-a~ in that of the owncls of camels and 
mules who gdin their living by conveying mcTt'handise to and from 
between the towns ,Uld VIllages on cltber side of th IS descrt,
hdve compelled however much agamst their fears and inclinations 
to visit dl!5 strange region . These even hurry along the beaten 
tracks which have bee::! travened from unknown centuries, looking 
neither to the right nor left, but with their eyes nxed on the goal 

of the day's march, thankful to get to their journey's end day by 
day without havmg encountered devil, monster or bandit, and to 

find there a supply of water sufficient for their needs. but utteri; 
ignorant of anything legarding the country they have paned 
through, beyond that which Jay within ~ few hundred yards of Me 
p.:th which they have come along. And yet such is the scene of 
abloolute desoliltion which encounters the eye iu cvery direction as 

one marches on hour after hour and day after day through these 
vast solitudes, and the wcird appearance of the forms assumed by 
the ragged and broken ourlint'!s of the sterile ranges of hills and 
mountains which rise abruptly from the plain! at various intervalt, 
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rendered still mOlt imposing and grotesque, whether viewed by 
sunlight or moonlight, through the intense dryness and dearness 
of the air, which magnifies their dimensions Tenfold and exaggerates 
equally the relief between light anu shade, till a little hush appears 
in the distance like a big tree and a trifling rock like a huge nJOun~ 
tain; while the mountains themselves appear covered with all sorts 
of fantastic appearances in the forms of cas tics and precipices with 
black: and awesome abysses. So strange and unworldlike is the 
landscape thus presented on all sides that even to the well-balanced 
and matter-of-fact mind of the European traveller the desert is 
not without its channs, if only on account of t!'lt' strange qualms 
which the extreme solitude of the &ccne and the ullaclus[orned 
appearances which there surround him produce on his mind. 

The only human bein!r-l who frequent these parts arc scattered 
hmds of the" I1yats," or wandering tribes of Persia, who graze their 
Rocks in the lb ore favourc:d portions, There a supply of water 
sufficient for the purpose of supporting their limited nUPlbers is to 
he found . and these in the wildness of thei~ manners and gro
'esqueness of their appearance accord wen with the surruundings 
lmidst which they spend thtir IiVf's. 

Our first day's experience of this uncanny region was, I must 
say, most favourable. It is true that we had ' to march 16 mrles 
straight on end before we could reach any water; th at we lost 
our way amidst the 'labyrinth of low hills amidst which the 
particular spring which was the goal of our day's march was 
situated, and that all the servants and followers, who were of a 
most resolutely despondent frame of mind regard ing the proposed 
line of march,.bega.n to howl and say that we were all fated to die 
of thirst ill the desert j al;o that the spring itself, when we found 
it. was so limited, that the animals could only drink by detach
menu, each sUFcessive onr waiting till the little hollow filled with 
water, which was all that presented itsdf, which had been com
pletely emptied ·by the one preceding, had had time to fill itself 
again; not to say that this water itself when obtained was 
muddy and brackish, and hardly fit for human consumption under 
any ciccl.jmstances. In spite, h,:>wever, 0f these contretemps, tbe 
air which we .breathe'd was fresh and bracing, a~ the temperature , 
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50 rldlciouly cool, not to say cold ilt tllis time of [hI: year, that 
.!ll these little unplcasantnesscs appeared hardly worth thinking of 
compared with the general sensation of health and enjoyment. 

As night fell our servants, having exhausted their alarms regard~ 
ing the perils to be encountered from risk of th irst or starvation t 

had a fresh J.ccess on account of those which they imagit'cd they 
mig-hl be likely to incur (rom robbers, and worked so up.)n the 
feelings of my companion that, to my intense horror and dismay, I 
observed him to hand over a rifle alld cartridges to an old 
Hindustani cook, whom he had with him, with inttrucHOUS to 

make u~e of n ~hould occasion arise. The poor old man accepted 
the strange position of guardian thus thrust upon him with perfcct 
apathy, but probably with an inward resolution that Bothing would 
induce him to go through such a hazardous experiment a~ that 
of c\'cn loading the Sabil/s riRc; at least such was my hope and 
trust, and it was only on this suppo~ition regarding.,the state of his 
feelmgs 011 the subject that I found allY relief to my own !(lind. 
As it was I spent a restless night, during which the figure of the 
old cook with a loadp.d riAe pointed;n my direction haunted me 
like a nightmare. The night, however, passed without anyocca
sion for rcsortil'g to extremes, and we all arose (rom our slumbers 
duly restcd to continue our journey to the next spring which in this' 
case was about 24 miles diHant. Half-way we halted (or lunch, 
and the place we chose being situated in a hollow and thus cut olf 
from the cool wind which was blowing) we here had a chance of 
getting all idea of what the heat of the desert could be hke later 
on in the year, and I must 8.ly that it made us congratulate 
ourselves that we had not deferred our depature from Teheran 
till a month later. Though the real heat of the sun's rays was 
nothing compared to India, the apparent clearness and dryness of 
the atmosphere made the discomfort experienced by the gla,re and 
~ unshine out of all proportion with the actual degree of heat 
experienced, and I for one was thankful to get on horseback again 
and continue my route, the relief obtained by the distance I was 
thus raised above the ground being very appreciable. 

O Uf halting place for the night lay amongst the recctaes of the 
Slah Kuh or Black Mountains, which stand out as ,an important 
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feature in the landscape (lfthe neighbourhood. They have always 
had an unenviable reputation as being. on account of their in
:ccessibility, the haunt of all sorts of outC:lsts and refugees from 
other part~ of Persia and similar desperate characters) so much 1.0, 

that the Shah Abb.1s, who appear; to have been the only one of 
the sovereigns of Persia within memory who had any sense of his 
duty towards his country and his subjects, caused no less than 
three strongly fortified caravansarais to be built within about 
ten miles of onc another i.1 ~vuts where water was procurable 
amidst the vallt>ys of these mountains, so that travellers mIght, 
wi,h:u the protec;:ion that these afforded, fed them~c1vcs secure 
from all danger at the hands of the lawless population which 
illfestN:! the neighbourhood; and here these carava!!sarais st ili stand, 
though in a lamentable condition of ruin; for not only hJve 
none of thi" monarch's successors had the public spifit [0 keep 
these bUIlding) in repair, hut it is even said that one of his 
successors, Futteh Ali Shah, with an inconceivqbly childish 
jealousy, truly O!icntal in its charactcr, did his utmost to destroy 
them. In spite, howcver, of this barbarous treatment and tl-o 
r.lvages of time, the buildings, thanks to the substantial m,mnner 
in which they were erected, still afford a cOllsidl'fable amount of 
shelter to the traveller, if not the degree of protection that they 
were intended for in former times. 

Shah Abbas appears indeed tp hav..:! been an unacC"ountably 
enlightened monarch to have been produced in such an obstinately 
non~progrcssive count ry as Persia. Had it been any other nation 
'Jr country that was concerned, one would have said that he 
had been befvre his times; in a Mahommedan country, however, all 
times are the same. T'Je idea of any advancement proportionate 
to national existence is there quite opposed to all the ideas 
current amongst a people with whon. everything is subordi~ 

nate to a religion the molin principles of the teaching of which is 
based upon a doctrine of fatalism, according to which the greatest 
duty of mankind is to acrept everything that may occur, whether 
Inevitable or no, as the will of God, and that to atttempt to 
evade· it by any penonal exercise of energy or authority is 
nothing leas than an impious intervention with His decrees. 
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Tht)u~h the monarch Shah Abhas cannot then be said, accordmg 
to Mahommedan ideas, to have been btj01't his times, he is a 
si ngular (:haracter amidst them, (or wherever there are to be seen 
the ruins of a road, a bridge, a caravansarai, or any other work 
mtendcd for the benefit of mankind throughout Persia, its origin 

is invariably aSCribed to Shah Abbas. 
W e did not, however, camp at either of these caravans.uais, 

as the water there, though abundant and to all appearance as bright 
and pure and ~parkhng as could be seen, wa~, we found on trial, 
too salt to be dnnkable by those unaccustomed to its fb.vour, and 
we continued ou march to ;lIlother spring a few miles further on, 
where tbe water was less tamted by mmerals. Here we determined 
to halt for a day before undc:rtakIng the long march which lay 
between us and the next relIable supply of w .. ter, distant about 40 
mIles olf, acro~s a plam covered WIth salt incrustation known 
by the term of Kal'lr, t 

E.tlly the next rnornmg I ~tarted to climb up the rQCks 
overhanglllg our little camp where, I was told by the guides 
whom 1 took with me, there was every chance of seeing IbeX 

or WIld sheep; and so I dId, hut oWing to the clumsiness of my 
comp:lnlon 1 LOuJd not get nedr enough to them to get a shot. 
I was, however • .!.mply repaId for my trouble by the wonderful 
"lew J obtarned (rom thence of one of the most pecultar 
SIghts ][ hoiS ever bc":n my fortune to look _on, and that was 
an Immense ~ca of what looked hke Ice, but which was really 
salt depom, whIch entirely hlled the hollow in the plains 
townds the south and stretched aWay a, far as the eye could 
reach on ettht:1 side, ghttl-rmg in the sun like a sheet of 
gla5s. I sat for hours looking at this strange spectacle 
through my field glasses, and Iistenlllg to the tales afmy guides 
regard ing the pt."Cldlanties of its composition} and the dangers to 
bo: encountered In traversing it. According to their account this 
vast deposit of salt was of the consistency of ice, and like the 
latter formed a coat of varyIng degrees of thickness upon the 
su rface of the water which was underneath it, 90 that in plll"ces 
where the coat attained a thickness of several feet, as wu the 
case in many pam, laden mules and camels could croes tbis plain 



with perf~ct saf .. ty, while in others, where this was not the case, 
this crust of coagulated salt would break beneath their weight 
and they would be engulfed In th .. mora~s benea.th. The path 
across was thus only known to those who were in the habit of 
trave~ing it, and a very little deviation on either side ofthis would 
probably involve certain deHruction, and they proceeded to 
recount tales of the various travellers who had crossed it at 
unfavourable times, such as by day or in a storm, and who had 
nevt!r been heard of again. It was very difficult, of course, to 
imagine how all tnis could be the La~e, as in a saturated solution 
of sa.lt and water the salt would naturally be deposited upon the 
bottom, and not caked upon the sl' rfdee. But in spit& of the 
strangen'!ss of the story we found it to be quire the fact, fo r, our 
cunosity being whetted by all the accounts we }!ad heard of this 
strange natural phenomenon, we determined to march right across 
the plain instctd of procl"eding, as we had illtendt!d, round its edges. 
Upon consultation with ou r muleteers, wh0 knew t~e way well, 
we determined not to attempt the CroSSHlg by day, as they told 
us that the gldre would be so blinding that it would be almosr 
;mpossible to avoiJ lo~ing ou r way, while thc brilliant moonlight 
offered every facility for marching by night. The next morning 

• then' fore we marched to a wen some t 2 mile$ off, where; th"re
was a ruined dome which hod furmerly covered a tank,-a work. 
again a'ICribed to Shih Abbas-hut the interior of which was now 
dry and thus afl:orded a delightful shelt!;:1 from the sun. In this we 

rested for the day, and about half past three in the afternoon 
we commenced our march toward! the brink of the salt deposit 
which lay another 16 miles further on. This we reached just all 
the sun was Iowan the horizon, but some time before it 
got dusk, so that we had every opportunity of observing the 
nature of the surface which we were tn.versing. 

As we approached the margin, the ground which had been hard 
and dry before, got damp and heavy, and from all appearances 
in the winter a regular !wamp of stick y clayish soil must have 
extended some distance along tIle shore, to judge from the marks 
of where the animals of varioWi caravans had sunk deep into the 
mud, and in some cas~ been u.nable to extricate themselves, as wa. 
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eVIdent from the"skeletons which were seen scattered about. After 
following the track as it wound amidst this morass for :ax>ut a 
mile or SOl we came upon the actual sheet of salt. This 
at the edge was somewhat soft and sloppy like halfMmelted 
ice. but as we proceeded it gained more and morc in consistency, 
till at a distance of three or four miles it resembled Otlthing 
morc than very solid ice, such as might have been seCf' on 
OIoy English pond last winter, strong enough to bear any 
weight, and for this, as far as appearance is l'lncerned, it 
might very easily have been mistaken, had it not been that its 
surface was not perfectly even, but resembled more ice which had 
thawed. and then frozen again after a slight {all of snow, and 
thal instead of being continuous it was broktn u~ apparently into 
countle~s polygonal blocb. Of it~ solidity tn{'re could be no doubt, 
for there we were, mules and horses, travelling over it without 
a vibration of ally kind being perceptible, or a sign 9f our weight 
having the least effect. , 

After marching for about eight or ten mi les upon this strange 
surtace, we halted for a few minutes to examine, as far as we 
could, its composition, and by means of an iron tent-peg and a 
tent-hammer we endeavoured to detach a block. of salt to take 
away with us ; but hammer away as we would we found the salt • 
crust too hard for u~ to be able to make any impression upon it, 
and though we succledcd ill bending our tent-pins almost double, 
we made no impression upon the salt beyond detaching a few chips 
which we were obliged to be satisfied with as the result of our 
labours. We found these to be of the purest white in this part, 
though the salt round the margin was, as might be expected, owing 
to the comparative tllinness of the crust it formed, more or le~$ 

soiled with dirt. Here we were assured that the crust of salt was 
six or seven feet thick, and we could easily believe it, from the 
rt'sult of our attempts to bore a hole in it. T~ muleteers stated, 
as I have mentioned, that under this strata of salt lay, if not stand~ 
ing water, at any rate a quagmire which would swallow up beyond 
possibility of extrication those who, ignorant of the correct ttaCk. 
or losing their way, ventured on the thinner portions which were 
not strong enough to support their weight. They told us allo 
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that in the winter when the snow which fell there melted on this 
~urface there was always water standing upon this ~ urface, which 
later on, as the snows on the mountains round bt:gan generally to 
melt on the approach of spring, increased to a depth of two or 
three feet or more, but that ~ti1l the mules could always cross it 
~o long as the water was not too deep (or them to find footing. 

It. is difficult to explain this phenomenon, though that 
it is the case is beyond all possibility of doubt. h may be 
that this incrustation is the depusit accumulated on this vast 
low-lying plain in the course of centuries upon centuries, during 
which storms of rain and the annual melting.-.r the 51l0WS, besides 
the perennial streams which aB drain Into this hasill, have brought 
down in their waters from the strata of salt th rough which they 
halle passed these incalculable quantities of salt in solution; the 
summer sun ha~ dried up the water by evaporation and left the 
salt deposit ly~g upon a ,<)il more or less saturated with moisture. 
The layer of salt thus deposited has gained in, thickness and 
consistency year by year till it has become a solid homogeneous 
mO\<;s too firmly bound together in the parts distant from the 

shore where its thickness was most, owing to the greater depth 
of the water wh ich accumulated there and cOllsequent larger 
amount of salt deposited, to be broken by any pressure of "-"ater 
from below. The,perennial streams have poured their waters 
underneath th is strata whieh has thus reversed the ordinary 
process of constituting a deposi t at the bottom of a fluid by 
becoming in its place a crust upon the top. The winter rams and 
the melting snows again have not found sufficient place under
neath the salt and yet not succeeded in breaking this crust by 
pressure from below; .hey have therefore accumulated upon the 
top till such-time as the dryness of the air and the hedt of the sun 
had completely finished the process of their evaporation. 

We were assured that if we had succeeded in boring a hole 
completely through the strata upon which we were travelling to the 
water which lay beneath, the ~atter would have come spouting out 
at the means of exit thus aiforded it, and Booded all the surface. 
This we could imagine to be the case on the above theory, besides 
the fact that toward~ the edges where the layer was thinner and thus 
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unable to resist th~ pressure from below, the crUSt had evidently 
been bur~t through by the rising of the water during the winter and 
lay tossed up in blocks piled in utter confusion on all sides, where 
they had been thrown. about and left to dry on the evaporation of 
the water wh ich had caused the disturbance, lent itself very point
edly to the conclusion which wt' had formed. We had a still 
further demonstration in support of this the following day when 
haVing camped UP<Jfl the further side, we scm a party to endeavour 
to bring a solid block of salt: they went about two or three miles 
from the edge Oil to the salt mcru~tatlon ill a place where the 
nit was not strong enough to bellr a greater weight than that of 
a man; they were therefore obliged to go on fOllt. They returned 
quite unsuccessful, for they assured us that t~.ough they succeeded 
in boring through the S.d.]t, as soon a~ they had Jone this the water 
kept TISlllg so rapidly through the opcning thus m;!dc, that they 
had to gIve up the attempt to break off a ct)mwcte b)<JCk. and 
satisfy tht.'mseh·es with brillging back a pit;u: which tLey had--.de
[ached from the surface. Thi~ was about 6 or 8 inches thick and 
was, as we found, composed of dirty crYlotals very different in 
appearanLe from those we had obtained further towards the centre 
of the salt. 

After thiS halt we contilLucd our tramp across the sail, and 
anything more weIrd and unworldhkc than the scene which 
surrounded us it wouH he difficult to imagine. All round us Jay 
a vast expanse of brill;'!.nt whIte salt glimmering like snow in the 
light of the moon, and unbroken by any relief to the dead monotony 
of the effect thus produced, except in such cases as here and there 
a bush or piece of stick blown off the neighbouring plains had 
got embedded in its surface. Not a sound was to be heard ex,:ept 
the tramp of the horses and animals Ind the music of the mule-
bdls, while every now and then as a high wind was blowing a 
pit.ce of bramble or a wisp of grass would come racing: past along 
the level surface in a ghostly manner that was calculated in the 
dim moonlight to give one quite a start. The effect of the moon 
upon this dead white surface was to render things less discernible 
than had we been on bare ground, and we easily understood how 
easy it must be to lose one's way bere, for once or twice) getting 



~eparated from the kqffi/a, I found that the only guide to 1U posi
tion was the sound of the bells. The track moreover was of the 
vaguest description; the only signs by which it could be distin
guished being the traces left by previous fa jJilas wl,ich had crossed, 
and these occasionally failed us, so that to our consternation we 
found ourselves wandering DR- the route on a surface which had 
apparently never been touched by man or beast. The general 
impres~ioJl produced upon my mind by this night's march is such 
that I shall never forget; the gho~tly white surrounding, the dim 
moonlight, the faint figures of the kolft/a, the mumed sound of 
rhe hells, and the strange ring of the surface upon which we moved 
as It rt'Sounded to aUf horscs' footsteps, all combil,ed to present 
a lout-mumble that it would be quite beyond the power of ;wy 
pen to de5cribe. 

W e crossed the marg,in of the salt on our cntr:mcc upon it 
at about 6--3. p. m., and marching stealhly at an avcrage 
pace of not less than 3~ miles an hour, we found oursc!\'cs 
at the other side about 3 a.m.; thus deducting half an hour 
fOl uur hair, we had marched s<eadily for about eight hour~ upon it, 
and thus traversed about 25 miles in a straIght linc. From the 

.view which we suhsequently ohtAincd of the vast hollow in which 
thc incrustation has accumulated and from the aCl:Ounts of th~ 
people dwelling near,.we reckoned that the total extent covered by 
it could not be less than about 500 square miles, if only it cxtend
ed in the direction from west to east, as far as it did in that in 
which we had crossed it from north to south, but as far as we could 
judge it must have extended much further. As we approached 
the further edge of the salt the crust evidcntly became less substanw 
tidl, for more than once making a mistake in thc path we found 
our horse. plunging up to their girth in a substance that resembled 
exaCtly melting 'now, out of which we h;,.d to make the best of 
our way towards the harder material upon which we had been 
marcbing for so many hours. At length we hit off the b:atcn 
track which had been hudened by constant use during so many 
('Cnturies, and were thankful indeed to find ourselves again upon 
tfrra fir-mQ. Here we found the ruins of another very fine cara~ 
vansuai with a well near, at which our;oar beasts were only too 

7 
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thankful to be able to as!uage their tomt after their continUous 
march for twelve hours without stopping. It was indeed mar
vellous to observe the powers of endurance of the mules which did 
not seem a bit fatigued. The salt certainly seemed to present to 
them a'surface emmcntly suited for their footing, for they stepped 
out acro~s it at a tremendous speed all the way. However, none 
the less wtre we all glad for a rest after having covered a distance 
of what must have been very nearly 50 miles since the preceding 
morning. As day brokewcobsefvcd about four or five milr-s further 
on what look.ed like an extensive oasis WIth a large carav.m~ara i 

ne:lT it, to which we determined to move in preference to 
remain ing where we were with absolutely no protection from .he 
sun, and accordingly we packed up and moved off. The oasis 
we found to be much exaggerated by oir:.ge, but still there were 
present a few stunted trees, running water, and some fields of 
gr.in. We accordingly pitched our tents there, ahd determined 
to h.tlt for a day to repose ourselves. I have always the p~asallt
cst reeollecttons of thIS day's halt; the shade of the trees, th .. 
noise of the rUlllllng water, the greenness of the lirtle patch of 
cultu'at("ci ground, cal1 up' in my mind the pleasantest recollectiolls 
after [he four days' march through the arid countl y whIch had. 
preceded it. The coolne~s of [he aIr too was ~omcthillg quite 
slllprising; .111 dq long we were able to sit out in the shade of 
a thin aWIJlng with our heads uncovered, enjoying the most 
dehcious brec"Gc. We notlccd, in fact, that all through the 
neighbourhood of this salt plain, as it might be called, the air 
was exceptionally cool and fresh; this may be probably owing to 
the fact that such a vast surface of salt must absorb an immense 
amount of moisture which the wind must carry away with it as 
it crosses it, 

During the day we sent a party on to this pl~in, which 
commenced at a distance of about a mile from where we were 
camped, and extended as far as the eye could reach towards 
three sides of us, to bring back a bloclc of salt, and sat down 
with a telescope in our hands to watch their operations .. The 
whole of the plain, as the sun got strong, was covered with a 
glimmer which made it very easy for us to believe the stories of 



the blinding efl-ecl which tbe glare had upon the eye, of such as 
had attempted to cross it during the day, and of how many had 
lost their way and their lives in the attempt in consequence, As 
it was, we found it most difficult for us to keLp our party of 
explorer:s in sight when once they had got upon the ~ah, fo r theil 
ligures danced up and down in the heated air, and got more and 
more indistinct till it was almost impossible to make them out, 
and we began to get qu ite aJlxiou~ lest they should lose their way 
and wander about on to the mon° dangerous parts ill spite of the 
prLocautions we had taken in the w"y of send ing gUides Wi th 
them . However, afteT a couple of hour~' delay, we could discern 
them making theiT way tow"rds the ed ge out of the white daze 
that lay beyond, at which Vfe felt mueh relieved, and soon they 
were hack: in camp again with their trophies. The only dlaw
hack: to the complete enjormelll of our day's n_~t W .IS thar 
the water, alti10ugh bllght and sparkling in appearance, was 
morl than usually brackish in tlavour~ so thal no beverage 
that could be concocted turned out to be anything but nauseous 
and ahuvst undnnkable. H owever, we had, in the course of 
our six days' march, thus far got so IIsed to this state of thmgs 

• that we had reduced ourselves to [he tnlZliulU!T1 of liquid 
which it was possible to consume dunng the 24- hoyes without 
feeling too great thirst. 

This little oasis, with all its delights and richness of vegeta
tion did not extend over more than an area of perllaps to or 12 

acres, and beyond thi5 limit all was sand and desert for miles and 
miles, the nearest village being at least about 35 miles off'. Its 
only inhabitants were two old men who lived in a huge ruined 
caravansarai close by, another of the monuments of the inevit
able Shah Abbas, which, unfortun.;:.tely for the inhabitants of 
Persia, has met with i O little imitalion at the hand~ of his 
successors; for this, like its companions, though originally 
constructed in the most magnificent and substantial manner, 
is now fast falling into a state of ruin far beyond the 
possibility of any restoration. It was curious to note how 
completely this old couple had possession of this really valuable 
patch of ground which, of course, it was quite impossible th ... t they 
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cuuld make (ull use 0(, limited as was its extent; and ref the 
nature o( the land around and thc amount of the watc:-suPplY7 
which was abundant, were such that at lcast three times the arca 
actually irrigah:d might have been brought under cultivation. 
In this wc saw one of the constantly recurnng proof~ of the fact 
that, small as is the area of culrutable land in Persia, it is in con
siderolbJe excess of the requitements of its scanty population. 
After one day of weleome rest for man and beast, we started on 
a march of 24- miles across the sand to the nearest well. Our 
march led us through the sand-hills which border the south ~Ide 

of the Darya-I-Namak, and stretch the"ce for a distance 
of upwards of 40 mIles up the valley endoscd by the ranges 
of the Koh-i-Nuttanz, and others. some 20 or 30 miles to 

the east. Fortunately, oWl!lg to the dampness of the air, .. 
slcght vegetatIOn IS scattered over the surface of these sands; 
otherWise It would be almost iml)Q5slble to traveuOlothem. 

It is CUflOUS to notice that whIle to the north of the grea' 5.11t 
Lake 110 sand IS VISible, the whole of the southern side is covered 
with huge sand-hllb which stretch ~ome 15 or 16 miles inland. 
It was through the ouukirts of these that our way lay, and 
heavy W()I k It was plodding through such heavy ground. As 
the day grew, too, moreover the wllld rose and the air became 
filled wlfh liartlcle~ of sand which inflamed the eyes, so that for a 
couple of days afterwards, they dId not recover from its effects. 
At the weB we found the remams of mother old caravansar.Li, 
doubtless the work of Shah Abbas, and to our delight dis
covered that the water was not salt, at any rate not JO salt, 
fOf even then it was not positively sweet. Here we had ~reat 
difficulty in pitching our tents, owing to the high wind and 
the lightness of the soil, which gave no grip to the tent-pegs. 
However, we succeeded at last, and fortunately as the sun set 
the wind went down and we were able to sleep in peace without 
any risk of the tents coming down upon our heads. }'rom this 
spot we had a view of the first villages which had come in light 
for over 100 miles smce we had entered upon our passage icrou 
the desert, though in this neighbourhood they were vcry 'parsely 
scattered, being dIStant about 10 to 20 miles apart at far as one 
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could judge. It rertainly took us a good 1 2 miles to get to 
our next camping ground, which was situated in what might be 
called by comparison one of the more pl1pulous parts of YCT,ia, 
for here there were at least three good siud ~iIlagcs withm a 
radius of about 12 miles. 

The scantiness of the inhabitants of Persia and the great 
proportion of even these that live a nomad life are POInts 
regarding the interior economy of the country which do not 
yet appear to have attracted the amount of attention they 
would deserve in any estimate to be made of it~ politIcal 
cvndlt ion. Accordillg to the statistics to be found in Wtmta'kcr's 
AlmanrLck, the population of Persia is calculated at about 
12 persons to the square mile. Moderate as this t:~timatc 

may seem to be, it is open t~ qut!stioll wht!ther It is not r.tther 
above thall below the mark, for there is nothing that· stl ikes the 
traveller more.th~n the p.'l!city of the village~ even in the most 
favoured portions of the country. ,This is owing, as is the ca~c 
in all the countries of Central Asia, to the scarcity and unreli
oIbility of the water-supply, in the ab~ence of a ~ufficicnt supply of 
which the intrinsic qualiries of the soil of allY region, of however 
productive a character they may be, are ot no more value than 
if they did not exist. 

Persia, however, like Afghanistan, is a country which consists 
more essentially I as far as its physical characteristics are concerned , 
of rocky mountains and more or less sandy or desert plains, in most 
parts otwhich the proces~es of agriculture are quite impossible, while 
in others they are only carried on by dint of the most persevering 
labour on the part of the inhabitants. The culturable part of the 
country may indeed hI;: said to be limited to the margin of the rivers 
which run through the vast plains intervening between the ranges 
of mountains which intersect the surf .. ce of the country, and the 
valleys amidst these where water is found of a nature suited to the 
purposes of cultivation; for .again it must be borne in mind that 
small as is this supply compared to the vast area of the entire 
country, a not inconsiderable portion of the. natural springs pass 
through strata mOle or less salt in the nature of their composition 
before their issuing from the surface of the ground which rendm 
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thei r waters thus useless for any practical purpose, No more 
striking instance of this could be quoted than the vas t ~alt plain 
which I have .alrc.ady dcscribt.-d, where an area of upwards of 
certainly 500 sq uare miles of an extensive hollow between a 
number of mountain ranges is found covered with an in: rustation 
of salt reaching in parts a thkkncss of several feet and JIIcreasing 
in extent yea r by year; and yet this can only have been formed 
by the salt held in sol ution in the waters of the various springs, 
which, issuing (rom the valleys of the neighbouring mountai ns, 
have emptied their waten: into thi~ low ground; the waters have 
become evaporated in conseqence of the dryness of the atmos<- . 
pheTt, btl[ the salt has remained. Thi l, of course, is a very 
eXl.:eptional case, and probably the on.1y or,e of the nature which 
exists in Persia, but to the ~maJJer proportion of salt held in 
501ution in varying degrees in most of the streams and rivers, the 
surface of the ground bears witness, which glitters'1ll mant places 
that have he("n irrigated, witb a slight efflorescence ot salt. 
T hough there are few parts of the coull try where this is not 
noticuble to some degree, it is eSIX'cially the case in the plains 
round Isp..han and the lands watercd by the Zainda R ud, 00(" of 
the lIlost f,-,ni le tracts of the' country towards the Ilorth and east. 
at any rate. I ndependently of thi~ peculiar characteristic of iu 
waters, the soil iuelf, as mighr be expected, contains in many 
places a considerable amount of salt which is inextricably mixed 
up in its comJXlSition. 

It is t hus easy to be imagined how small a proportion of the 
vast regi')l1 known under the comprehensive designation of Persia 
would really be susceptible of cultivation and capable of Suppoltlng 
life, let alone producing superfluous necessaries or luxuriCll , such 
as would guarantee the belief that its exports could be extended 
to any very considerable extent; indeed, could all the culturable 
portion of the country be collected together in one spot,] feel 
sure that the area thus covered would not be found to bear a much 
greater proponion to.the entire surface of the country thaI}. that 
of JXlSsibly half as much again as t he rat io of inhabitants per 
square mile, that is, t hat taking the 'whole area of the country as 
represent~d by a hundred, the proportion of culturable land would 



be represented by the figure eighteen, or amount to one· fifth of 
the entire (:xtent. I have chos(:n this mode of expressing my 
idea in order to give prominence to the fact that, in spite of the 
limited area of its extent which is thus susceptible of cultivation, 
the country is yet apparently capable of sustaining a considerably 
larger number of inhabitants than are at present found existing 
in it ; and it is to this fact that the well-to-do appearance of most 
of the population may be attributed, for though money is very 
scarce indeed amongst the poort'r classes, there are but few of 
them who are not sufficiently supplied with the absolute necessaries 
(If life. This is, as I say. owing to the fact that land capable of 
cultivation is abundantly in excess of the present requirements of 
the population, and any mill who has industry can find a patch 
of ground somewhere or other sufficient to grow the crop~ 

necessary for his daily food, while the vast extents of plain and 
mountain , in - spite of thcir arid and unpromising appearance, 
supply him with an inexhaustible pastur;tge where 'his R.ocks may 
graze wit hout any fcc, and from a portion of the wool wh ich he 
cuts olf tht: backs of these, his women-folk weave the simple 
garments he needs for protection from the sun and cold, and the 

, rest he exchanges tor the few luxuries he rcquir~s , such as 
tobacco, tea, etc. 

To this same fact, namely, the scantiness of the popula
tion in comparison with the area of culturable land available, 
may be attributed also his comparative immunity from heavy 
taxation and freedom from the oppression of the tax-gatherer, 
which are both so fatal to the prosperity of the agricultural 
classes in most Orient..1 countries; for both Government 
and the tax collector are alike aware that, should their demands 
ex<:eed the limits of his endurance, it would not be a difficult 
business for him to leave the lands he is at preset culti
vating, and seek some distant part of the country where the 
local governor is less exacti"g and his offici als less oppressive. 
Of the genera1 moderatenes~ of the rates of assessment, I have 
but hute doubt from the enquiries which I made l the only 
d.isadvantages attaching to them is their uncertainty and the 
nriety of pretexts which are adduced in furtherance oi attempts 
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to squee:te additional sums (rom the cultivator on every possible 
occasion, in addition to those which have been defined as the 
rightful dues of the Government or landlord; but in thi s; respect 
Persia differs in no way from any other Oriental country. 

From what has been said it will be gathered that Persia is not 
'3 country the resources of which are capable of any very cl(.tensive 
degree of development, as appears to be the popular idea amollgst 
commercial dasses in Engl.lnd at the present t ime. Indeed) had 
that been the case, it is difficult to imagine how many ccntunes 
would have pa~scd during which the country would have been 
inhabited by 113tions of va lying clcgrces of civilisation and intelli
gence,-for that the prr.:sent inhabitant of the country is dL~crving 
of being characterised with both of these attributes is undoubted
ly the case, though perhaps not to' the SAme extent as the 
morc ancient races which preceded the Mahommcdan invasion
without the existence of the~e internal resources beVlg discovered 
and encouraged . But that the pre~ent rersia can nevepr.have 
been anything but a poor country is evident from every point 
of view in which it be Trgarded, for there is no evidence that the 
IKJsition of its more ancient inhabitants dilfered very much from 
th at of those of the present days, as far as any traces exist of lhe 
degree of material comf(.lrt attained by them. They must have 
lived in the same nud villages and tra~elled by the same villainous 
tracks which are all Ihe means of communic:nion which now 

eX1st, and if remains of magmficent ruins, such as those of Perse
polis, arc to be secn ill places, these are not to be interpreted as 
signs of a general condition of pro5perity on thc part of the in
habi tants of the country very greatly c:xceeding that of the present 

day, but rather as proofs of the greater despotic power of the 
rulers of the country, who could thu~ accumulate round them
selves and expend on their own penonal gratifi.C'ation the wealth 
extracted from the country, which should have been applied to 
the general benefit of the community. 

The existence of these remains, however, p roves that in 
thOfie times the sums thus accumulated were made use of in 
a more civilised and refined manner, and devoted to the 
attainment of more tangible results than under the present 



rtgimt, when tlley arc lIIostly squandered in ways for whieh 
no return is visible, or hoarded for the purpost:s of barbaric 

display, of which the treasury in the palace of the Shah at 
T eheran is an instance, where may be soen cases upon cases 
full of pearls, diamonds, and every sort of jewels, all aggre" 
gating almo~t an inestiJUable value, and yet lying umet ane 
uncut, a source of no possible benefit or gratification either Ie 

their owner or the public, except from the s:lti~faction which til t 
former may deri\'e from the mere C'o!lscioU5nes~ of the fact of his 

ownership of the same. 
There is another point to be taken into consirleration In t he 

comparison of the count ry at present distinguished geographically 
as til a! of Persia with that ~ontained in more ancient times within 
the limits implied by the same designation, and rhat is, that the 
Mcrent Empire t)f Persia included almost the wliole of Asi;] 
Minor and M.sopotamia down to the mouth of the Euphrates, 

,3 great part of wh ich extent is even now some of the mo~t pro
ductive country in the world , and the whole of which, previous to 
the iJlflux of the Arabs and its sl:bscqucn t ~ubjection to :t!1 the 
v;,.garies and venality e>f Turkish I'ule, was famous for the richness 
of its resources, whereas the pr-cscnt PCTl;ia i n r1 ude~ for the most 
part, as has been pointed out, an area with in which, fo r ob\'iou~ 

reasons, the extent of culturable land constitutes only a percent .:;e 
upon the whole, while a very great part of it is swallowed up in a 
huge ' desert, which is absolutely valueless for purposes of pro~ 
ducrion . "Towards the south, indeed, and the west, the 
country assumes a more promising aspect, but the latter of these 
regions is inh abited by unsettled and warlike tribes, whose exist
ence i ~ rather an element of menace to the public security than 
that of access to the national prospt"rity in spi te of the superior 
advantages of the di!.tricts in which they are found. 

It is a thousand 'pities that these misconceptions regarding the 
country should not -only have been allowed to exist ih the minds of 
the European pUblic, without any attempt at removal on the part of 
those more acquainted with the fact s of the case, but actually 
encouraged for political reasons by the representatives of [he 

SelICl',J rival European poweTi wbo are striving for a ptedominance 

• 



In local influence; for the consequence has been that there has 
been a rush to the country of unscrupulous adventurers IJf every 
description, while the Shah himself has been tempted to introduce 
.,I. system of indiscriminate granting of concessions. This is a 
method of rep1t:nishing his private purse on the part of the monarch 
of an Orient:.!l r-ountry, the demoralising inAuences of which upon 
himself and the disastrous effects upon his subjects, have \x:o!n too 
strikingly visible in the case of that of Egypt, not to make every 
genuine well-wisher of the coumfY most anxious uot to ~ee a re
petItion of such an experience 011 the part of Persia. The trade of 
Persia is, alld must always be limited, and though doubtless cap:J
ble of extension to some extent, this g('od object would rather 
be forwarded by such ellcourageme~lt a~ would be offered to the 
introduction of Europeall capital, and the formation of companies 
for the cultivation of the special btanchc! 01 industry, for which 
the coumry is ~l.Oited , by the introducti(lll of g¥ roads, par ti
cularly ill the direction of the north and north-west frtMmer, 
where is the most immeuiate means of access to Europe, rathcr 
than in the granting of cOllcc,siOIl5 of various natures to private 
iIH.1i vidu:tl~ . 

The lIext day, on arriving at our haiting place, we found that 
the sh rine of a local saim was to be our qu-trtels for the night. 
These f.hliIlC~ ale built of great SIze, cOllSisting frequently of 
several stories, and aftel our hot march, which had been through 

exactly the same uescription of country as that of the preceding 
day, we wete delighted to be able to put our camp furniture in 
Olie of the great open balconies on the second floor of this build
ing and !ie on OUI beds, enjoying the cool breeze ; the coolness (If 
the ai r in the sh;!.dc or at a lit tle height above the ordinary levd 
of the ground, is one of the pleasantest features about the climate 
of Persia at this time of the year. However hot the sun may be 
by t he day and out in the sunJ-and that it is very hot there is no 
doubt-the air itself always remained deliCiously cool aa far as our 
experience went, and the temperature comp!~ely changed the 
moment one got under the slightest shade. As for the nights 
they were almost without exception quite cold as long _ we were 
in the country; namely, up to the beginning af June; that ilL nut tV 
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the towns; the dimatc of the latter was, of course, always very 
much warmer than that of the cnuntry round, owing to the COII

nned way in which the Persian hou ses are built, and t he fact that 
being all constructed of mud, they absorb an immtnsc amount of 
heat from the rays of the sun . k a proof of the slighUlcss of 
the shelter required to protect one from the effects of the sun at 
this time of the year in Persia, I may mention that I fo und that 
afforded by a nati ve tent, of the flimsiest description bought in the 
bazaar at T eheran for about twel1ty~two shillings, amply su fficient, 
c:ven when camped in the desert. 

Close by our qu:lrters was what had appalcntly at one time 
been a very large towo, but which was now mOTC IhAn half in 
ruins. We were told that. the reason of this seeming decrcase 
of population was owing to the fact that it consisted principally 
of weavers, and that dUring th,: great famine of 1872 the 
inhabitant! h:.l, owing to their having in stock no supplies of 
gr.!in at an, perished to a greater exttnt even than in other 
parts of Persia. This may have been the case here, but 
abandum:d villages and h,tlf-rutned towns are by no means 
uncommon in Persia, lnd thIS f.\ct must not in all casr:~ be 
attributed by any means to a decrease of populatiu.} ;I~ mi ght at 
first sight be imagined; the number of rumed houses alld vll1agc~ 
that one sees is nlQst probahlyowing to the circumstance that 
almost all the buildings are constructed with domed roofs made of 
sun-dried bricks. These domes are built with the greatcst ingenuity 
and would be capable of lasting for years if repai red occasionally, 
but this the people are too lazy [0 do. The consequence is that 
whenever an exceptionally heavy storm of rai n or severe winter 
occurs the domes fall In, and then it becomes easier to build a 
(re~h building altogether than to dear" out the rubbish from the old 
one, and put on domes to it, w~ich is a wnrk of the greatest diffi_ 
culty, as the art of bui:d ing domes of sun-dried bncks depends 
upon their being bw1t upon an sides at once from the very ground. 
In the case then of the domes of the greater part of a village falling 
in under tbe aoove circumstances, the inhabitants build an entirely 
new vilh.ge upon a site near, and in that of a particular house a 
fresh one i. built in its place. It is only by this means that one 
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can account for th~ fact that one sees such numbers of ru inc'd 
houses standing side by side with IltW Olles, and the salJie is the 
case with villages and tvcn large towns. The appearance usually 
presented by the lIumbcl· of ruins one comes across in Persia is 
thus very deceptive, as I say, for at first it would appeal as i f it 

. pointed to a ~'cry marked diminuriol1 of the population. 
Beneath the "luartcf5 in whi ch we were installed we looked 

down all to the mosque, from which a door openl.:d into a dark 
chamber, wherein was the tomb of tht: ~aillt, wher!! a light was 
kept pcrpetull!y burning. This, uf cou Tse, we were not allowed 
t n ("Ilter, but when I was re~tcd ill the cI'clling:, I went down illto 
' b: mosque and sat there talking to the JI,[ullahs for some time 
witham their appearing to be anything b:lt rather pleased with 
my attentions. 1 found them a vcry simple, honest set of men, 
and was amused at the interest they took in examining my field':' 
glasses and other European thing:; I had withC" me. 1Vhilst 
sitti ng [here, surrounded by an admiring crowd, the Akhoon 
:lfrivcd, whooc hcredi:arr right it is 10 guard the shrine. H e was 
of greater pretensions and more reserved demeanour by far than 
those I had been conversin g with, and was accompanied by a 
number of attendants i hut he was very p~lite to me, and we. 
conversed in a somewhat ceremonious manJlet for a few minutes. 
These shrines oI l man Zadas, as they are called, are very 
numerou~ . and there are f(;w villages of any pretensions that do 
nor possess one. They arc always distinguishable by t,hei r pointed 

roofs covered with t iles or, in the case of the very wealthy ones 

fuund in the towns, such as those of Kashan or Kum, which 
latter is one of great celebrity, with copper plated with gold. 

Our marches (or the foUowing two or three days were along 
the low ground lying between tpe ranges of the K ohi.Natanz, 
which attain a height of about 12.,000 feet, and a range of hiUs 
lying at a distance of about 40 to 50 miles from the base of these 
towards the desert and running parallel to our route. The heat 
which we encountered was thul considerable, while the co.unery 
was only distinguishable from that of the desert which we bad 
hitherto been traversing, by the . fact that villag~ existed at 
distances of about 15 to 2S miles j the intervening .paces being 
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composed of sands au!olutdy devoid of water, except in the rare 
instances in which some philanthropic and wealthy person had built 
an Ab-ambar Of covered-in well by the roadside, where the weary 
traveller might drink and repose before continuing his journey. 

These A b-ambars are a capital institution, and one wh ich 
I could not help frequently thinkiIlg might be introduced imo 
India with the greatest adY:1nrage, for I do not remember any
th ing corresponding to' them in that country. They are simply 
very broad wells covered ill with lofty domes, and with a long 
And broad porch !c;iding to the approach down to the water, where 
a grateful shelter, rendered additionally caui by the pre~cncc 

of the large surface of water in the immediate neighhourhood, 
is afforded to the traveUer to rest in during the heat of 
the day. The Ab-ambars are of all sizes; according to the 
means or design of the builder; a good sized one ~ould have a 
diameter of hut 40 to 50 feet, with a porch to correspond 
capable of accornmOllating a large party, :lnd thus 'partake more 
of the nature of a tank or reservoir than anything else (the word 
«Hauz," howcH:r, i, reserved to an open tank), while the 
smaller ones have no pretensions be)'onti that of a covered-in 
well as I have described with a . portico only capable uf rl'ceiving 
two or three persons. 

At one of the halting places I was amused to watch the pro
ceedings of a 'party of boys who had picked up an empty tin of 
potted mea~ which I had thrown away. This they were evidently 
dying to become the possessors of, owing to its brilliant colours 

and the pictures of animals on its surface, and were holding a 
:-:onsuhation ori the m";ltter, whiC;h would doubtless have ended in 
one or other becoming the fortunate owner of the prize, had it nO[ 
been that one of them happened to catch my eye looking at them, 
whereupon he put it to hi's nose and then threw it away with an 
expression of the greatest disgust, and they~!l commenced clear
ing their throats and spitting violently to relieve their systems 
of the contaminati~n resulting from 50 close a contact with the 
food of the Ftringhi, which of c()urse they thought could not be 
anything but the flesh of the loathed swine, for the popular 

idea amongn the more ignorant Mahommedans is that Euro~ans 



live almo,t exclusively upon swine's flesb, and this is what ac
counts for a good deal of their disgust, for it is what their M~f 

Jl1hs always tell them, with the addition that our drink is exclu
Sively brandy, and that we never go to bed in any other state 
than dead drunk.. 

At this same village where the inhabitants appeared to be parti
cularly unsophisticated, nothing would satisfy them but that a 
Kodak: they saw me handling w.as a musteal box, and they lc:ept 
on asking me to play some muste. I had great diffi-:ulty in con
vincing them of their mistak.e, and of the fact that I was nct a 
wandering organ-grinder. It was very amu!ing in some of these 
more out--of-thc-way places to observe the excitement which the 
viSI t of a Flrillg/Ji occasioned. As S()Qn as we appeared, a son of 
general holiday seemed to be proclaimed. and our camp became 
the centre of general attraction of the entire village population, 
particularly the more juvenile members of either se' .. , just in the 
way that the appearance: of a travelling show on a village gr~en in 
England would quickly be the signal for the collection of all the 
idle Plpulation round it. The men stood in groups watching us, 
while the boys whooped and hallowed and played their games all 
about. If we were in a pa;ticularly good humour, the more res. 
pecr.able inhabital'ts were allowed to come near and converse with 
us for a few moments wirhout any eXtra charge being made, and 
then their questions were very quaInt, such as how many days' 
march it would be to our country, and whether the water there 
was gOOd, etc., etc., and if we did not think Persia a very splendid 
country, much better than that of our own? To these questions 
we generally used to reply that our country produced everything 
that was found in Penia with two exceptions, and these were salt 
water and desert. At this they ~ed to appear somewhat discon
certed, for the Penian's absolute belief in the superior merits of 
his own country over those of any other in the world is almott 
inconceivable. 

A fter traversing this valley for about four da)'l we c:omm~nced 
the ascent of the mountain range which lay between UI and the 
plain upon which the city of bpaban is situated. The lint d&y', 
march took ut to a height of about 5,000 feet above the &ea--leyel ; 
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there we canlped close by a large and Bourishing village which, 
as the crops were all standing and the trees and shrubs just covered 
with the fresh verdure of the spring, c<lllstituted a patch of the 
most brilliant green, and thus presented a striking contrast to the 

dull brown and grey which was the uniform hue of the mountain 
sides and the plains stretching away in the distance at its feet. 
As one ascended higher and higher in the mountains, it was very 
curious and interesting to look down upon the landscape which 
lay below one, though the c{[t:ll produced by no means led to a 
favourable impression of the general productiveness of the 
country. The Villages in the plains and along the sides of the 
mountJ. ins shewed as little tmy spots of bright green scattered 
at gr-:at dIstances upon a generally blOwn surface. In fact, after 
my ~wo months' travelling in the country, the best simile whil·h 
1 could think of to compare the general impression whIch it~ 

aspect had Il\1de upon my mind, was that of .l sheet of brown 
paper which had been hlistered by the wet, the irregularities thus 
formed bei ng supposed to represent the mountam r.Ulges; on this 
I>tlrf.tLC the v!ll<lge~ would be reprc~ented by a few dashe:. of 
bright green paint. ThiS may hc Mt a very romantic comparison, 
hut It is a very good one of the general effect produced by the 
appearance of the country. 

On our way up to the Pass over the ridge where we were 
to camp for the night, we passed by several couples of the 
finest speeimens of the Im perial grouse which I have ever 
seen; they looked almost as big as chickens, and I regretted 
very much having nl) gun with me wherewith to secure a 
~pecimen. At our halting place, which was at another tiny 
"atch of bright green cultivated land-the only one on our way 
and yet 20 miles di stant from our last one-we found a capital 
caravanuraj, but as the height we had nOw reached was that 

of .bout 1,000 feet, the cold was so great that we hardly Ir:new 
how to keep ourselves warm in the doorless rooms, which were 
the only accommodation it offered for our entertainment; we 
made the belt of it however, and by dint of putting ttp rugs 
and blankets over the openings managed to keep out a great 
deal of the wind. Crossing the Pass the next day at a height 
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of .bout 8,000 feec, we found ourselves, after t(a\lersiu~ a great 
plain for abont 20 miles, right behind the snow-clad peales of the 
Nurtan'l. Mountains which, rising to a height of 12,000 feet, had 
served us a~ a beacon for many a w~ary day's m~.rch; and 
here it may he as well to remark upon the pecu liarities of 
the aspect and fo rmation of most of the mountain ranges 
in Persia, as compared with those of which I have had ex· 
perience in any ot her part of the \O,'olld. 

At a distance a range of mountains in Persia prese nts no marked 
difference in its :lppcarar.ce to that to which one is a,cu5to tll~d in 
the case v( 0 he: ranges which one may h3ve seen : that i1>, riley 
shew sharp and ruggt'd outli nes IIsing app.lrrntly more or 'ess 
:!.bruptly from the level of tile cou,ltry/ ound ; but on aJlProachiOlg 
nearer it is found that these peal s allU locks form but a I/(.ty 
small ptoportioll of the gellelJi dCI/:uion, wl. ich consists main ly 

of an extemll/e and unbroken r:si ng of the t.urface of the 
ground, constituting. as it were, a gigantIC mound from t~ sum_ 
mit of which rise the actual mountains themsdves, and even th .. n 
not abruptly, but grad ually, the ridges being intelsecteu wit h great 
broad itld plains wh ie n. rise to the bases of the hi:;hcst pe ... h. 
The appearance produced is as though therc had been a gradual 
upheaval of the ?TUund to n considerable height, when the higher' 
parts 01 the risin); ground, being unable to bear further the pressure 
from bduw, had gI ven way and the strata of rock had burst 
through tnto their present position on the summit of these gigantic 
mounds, from which they rise abruptly in lofty ridges a'nd peaks of 
perfecl1y naked rock, Some of these attain a height of 1 1,000 

to 13,000 fett, while Dcmavend, the Mont Blanc of Persia, vile 
of the ElbuT2 range of mountains which fun paral:~ 1 to the 
coast of the Caspian sea, ri ~es in solitary grandeur to a height of 
about 19,00 0 fect, and is \·isible to a distance of about 200 miles 
towards the south, 

This (act of the mountainous cha racter of the cou ntry of Persia 
is one which does not seem to have attracted quite as much at ten. 
t ion as it deserves generally. I ndeed the physical geography of the 
land altogether is a subject upon which the most enoneoul im
pressions seem for the most part prevalent, in spite of t he 
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importance attach ing to its more careful study in comequence 
of the attention which is bem[!; ,irawll to the country, and the 
encouragement which is being given to th,.. ill vestmcJl( therein 
of European capital for the purpose of the dc\·d",p1l1c1!t of ih 
resources. The whole of the region extending from the l-JloU!7. 
Mountains and those forming the prc~cll[ buunda,y lx!twcc n 
Persia and T ransc.1spi.l to the Persian Gulf Illay be dest! lbed as a 
vast tabJc-l:md of an altilUlk in the lowest dl·prcssions c"j~I;llg 

upon its surface of abuut 2~OOv feet to ;:',000 feet; frum this 
plateau arise ar. infinite number of the moun tain TJ.!lgCS whidl 

1 hlVC described, so th at the main portion or it ~ Ic,·c1 slI rf,lCc 

cOilsists of the more or less eX[!!nsive p1.1ins Of vaH'!),s wll1ch 
lie betwL"en these ranges. I llavc said the main portioll, J sh'lulJ 
rather have stated the c:lse with the reservatlon of the m,l in 
po1rtion for practicol pUrp9Sti, for the main portion' of the if;ld 
surface of t~ plateau IS, as a matter of l.lct, comprl ~cd in the 
vast salt desert which extends over a'} area such ,IS could !Jol 

be estimated at less than d lat o f from 60,000 to 80,000 square 

miles, and i~ ab~olutf"[y incapable ofsust<lining any form of life. 
This is the Great D esert ; but besidc~ th;~l the surface of the 

• country is dotted with compar:ltivciy small p.ttche~ Qr desert 
of the same description, known locally by the term K avir, which 

range from about" 2,000 to 15,000 or 20,000 square miles in 
extent, so that the total area of desert in the P ersian 
plateau might safely be put down at about 150,000 to 200,000 

square miles, which, as I say, consists of a soi ! and is of a geological 
formation, which rtnder~ the support of Olny sort of life upon it 
an absolute impossibility, except for a period of a few of the 
winter months, when the I lyats or nomad tribes take their fl ocks 

to graze upon the scanty vegetation w"-ich then appears in portions 
of it. But even this is "the case only in tlu:" neighbourhovd of the 
scanty wells which are found along the few routes by which it is 
traversed; beyoJ1d the limit of this, these parts of the country are 
as unknown and unexplored as any of the most out-of-the--way 
recesses of Central Africa. 

The remainder of the surfac~ of the plateau which constitutes 

the greater portion of the country of Persia is, as I have said, , 
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covered with ranges of mountains divided by more or less broad 
vallep and plains. Such of these as are watered b) natural 
streams or by means of artificial water-courscs, locally termed 
lanais, the nature of the construction of which I will describe 
later on, are the only portions of the country which arc susceptible 
of cUlti\'.1tioll. and along the borders of these are found clustered 
all the village~; for the amount of land in Persia which i5 culti
"ared otherwise than by means of irrigation may be described as 
inappreciable, the rainfall being very prec-arious, bc~ides being even 
then cxtrcm(·Jy partial in its effects, which are confined princ10ally 
to the immc.:it.Jtc neighbourhood of the mouJltain rang:es. The 
,'allc\'5 and phills themselves vary in hClghtj that in which ~he 
CIt v 'of Ispah.1Jl is j,itu.ltcd bcing about ;1000 fcct above thc sea
Icv"el, whde the OIIC ~urrounding Kash~n ~oes not attain 3,000 
ftet . It must /Jot be under~tood that the whole of the extent 
covered by ~uch of these valleys as have a supply o~ water avail
able is by any means cultivated OT indeed susceptible of hIltiva
tioll under the most favourable drcum~tall cl;!s, for the waterw 
~urrly is very limited, and the aTea over which it call be made 
usc of clol"~ not extend beyond a comparatively slight dis tance 
from the banks of the stream or river which is its source, varying 
from a few hundrcd yard~ to ~e\'cral miles. 

In the ca~e 01 the Ispahan plain, which I am told is one of the 
most favoulablc il' stances ,)f this description to quote, as it is tra· 
versed hy a river of somc considerahlc volume, viz., the Zaind" 
Rud, the area of cultivation extends to a distance of about JO to 15 

miles frolll its banks towards the north, but then it must be talc.cn 
II1tO consideration tnat towards tlle south it is mostly confined by 
rising grounds or hills. 

In addition to the villages siluated under such exceptionaliy 
fa\ oClrable circum5tanccs, there arc numerous isolated ones scatter
ed o\'cr thc mountain sidc~t and along their bases, and the plains 
below which llrc irrigated by the !umoO which I have spoken of. 
The~c irmatf are subterrancan water-courses; they are construct .. 
ed by Jigging a well in some spot roear the base of a hill wh~re the 
drainage from its surface is likely to be accumulated or where a 
spring is suspected to exiH ; fot upon what principle these wells are 
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dug, or how theil p~rticular position IS deculcd upon, I have never 
been able to make out. There;s no aoubt tllat the greatest 
~kill and igclluity are exercised in their stlectiotl. ThiS well 
being dug, 3nothcris dug at (I. short diHallce in the diP'clion in Whllh 
it is desired that the water should Aow, and a ch:wnd 1~ Jug 
under the ground connecting the two, and IJid at an illclmatiOll 

specially designed for the length of the intended watcr-cour~c and 
the contour of the ground which It i~ intended to tr;lIusc, :md 
so on mile after mile till it is c'mducttu to the land for the 
:rriga t,on of which it is required. As frequently between 
the source and the supply thiS ch.Wlle] 11.1: to be conducted 
across jow ground, through high ground, and round the m.lrgins 
of hills, It is apparent wha~ a degree of c.lIe and ingenuity is 
requ Ired for their succe~sful completion. The~e lanafs arc of 
every degree of c.lpacity, from that COlltJlI1Hli: a vu:ufne of \I atcr 
sufficient only. to irngate .l few acres to th.lt cnoug.h to satl~fy 

the requirements of a large village. In the case~· of the Jalger 
villages and towns however, the wat er-supply nccc~sary for the 
re<jUlremclIfs of these is obtained by the construction of numerous 
lanols converglllg upon thf'm frolll v:Hiou~ s('Qts in the neighbour
Ing hills and rising ground. 

The peculiar furmation of the mount.nns which, as 1 have 
described, consist of vast extents of gradually risi ng ground 
crowned only with rocks and peak~, lends itself, as may be 
imagined, U;tost favourably to the establishment of vlll;lge~ along 
their slopes and ill the vast broad valleys Wb H:h lead up to the 
bases of these ridges at their summits, and these :lfe in conse
quence dotted here and there with patches of cultivated ground 
varying in extent according to the volume of the konai upon 
which it is dependent, or the numher of the same which can 
be accumulated at any particular spot. 

From what I have said it WIll be understood that however 
great may be the obstacles pr(sented by the configuration of the 
land in Persia to the construction of roads and railways,-and 
that such works could only be executed with the greatest 
difficulty, and ·at almost ruinous cost, is almost beyond all 
question-still it is only owing to the fact of the presence of these 
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mountain ranges th .. t any portio:) of the country is habitable, for 
that portion of the country in wJl ich they do not .;;ppear, alld in 
consequr-nce no water-supply is found, is and must necessarily 
always remain a howling wi lderness. 

As regards the COlIstuction of roads for wheeled traflic, these 
might douhtless be glade usc of to some ('>.:tcnt, bu t t1at only a 
very limited one, for it must be taken into consideration th ... t, to 
be led at proper gradients for this purpose, they would, owing to 
the broken nature of the cO\Hltry, h<lvc to adopt &uch a winding 

course between any two point~ as to quite double th(. distan('e in 
many ca~c~ . If !lot COllstl uered with sufficient gradient .• [0 

matclially [c~~('n tiLe collarwork upon the beash of dr:lUght cmp:oy~ 

cd, tht:y would be u<elc~s, for no animal could sr:md rhe work of 
draggi ng heavy weights lip and down rite ~ucCCSSiOll ofstcep ascer,ts 
and descents presented ill the course of travclSing the mountai" 
ranges which i"tervenc on c\ery side. In additi0'1 to this, owing 
to the scattclcd and scanty nature of the population and tlle great 
rlist,mccs which separ;.te the VIllages and the places where supplies 
of food . .IIId water :lrc obtainable, it would be nccessary that the 
ro:.ds ~h()uIJ he bid down as much with a vicw to facilities for 
obtaining these requl<i tes as for any other. \Vh at has been said 
about roads applies WIth ten titHes greater force to the subject of 
railways, for, as :nany Europeans who have spent their lives in the 
country busincss ::nd other employments have declared, one train a 
wcek either way would bc quite sufficient for all the ' goods and 
pas<engcrs that it would be found necessary to convey to and fro 
between Teheran and lspah;m. The fact is that as pack~animals are 
the traditional means of transport, so they are that best suited to the 

nature of the country and the requirements of the populatIOn, and 
if it be desirt:d to improve the means of communication, this object 
would be best attallled by improving the mule and camel paths at 
preseflt existing, and keeping them in repair gt:neraIly, and by 
clearing off dIe snow in the winter in particular in the places where 
they cross o~er the mountains, By this no slight benefit would 
accrue to the population, for on better paths the animals coufd move 

with far greater speed than at present and infinitely less wute of 
material, whereby the charges for transport would be materially 
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diminished, while the sums spent on a cart~road of four or five 
hun dred miles would suffice to put and keep in t horough rep~ir all 
the paths in Persia. As it is, during the winter months in many 
parts of the country, communication is not unfrequcntly completely 
stopped for many weeks togcther owing to the depth of the snow on 
the mountains, which reaches that of seven or eight feet, and the 

accumulation of water in the valleys and on the plains, where, 
oWlOg to the entire absence of drainage, it turn~ all the ground into 
a quagmIre capable of swallowlIlg up the mules and their loads 
together. 

OUT camping ground for the night was one whirh I shall always 
think of with the most debghtful associations of brilIiant verdure 
and thad\! and funning streams. Though it was only a link oasis 

• of a few acre~ in extent, Similar to that at which we had camped 
"fter crossing the pl.lin of salt, and was the abode of only olle 
famil y, still l~ was the one spot of green which was to be fouud 
after a march of 24 miles, and as far as could be seen there WJ.S 

not alJothcr like it for about an equal distance. TIlCrc we lay all 
day 011 the grass in the shade of a few stunted apricot trees, f.m
ned by a most deliciously cool breeze, fnr the height of our encamp
ment could not have been less than that of about 6,.') 00 or 7.000 

'feet above the sea·level. So reluctant irldeed w:ts I to leave it and 
exchange the luxuries I was enj oying for the weary tramp across 
the hot dusty plains which stretched for miles away below us to
wards Ispahan, the site of which we could just distinguish in the 
extreme dis~ance about So miles off, that I determined to have 

'lIlother day there, which I occupied extremely pleasantly in read
ing and writing--occupations for which but little leisure or incli
r.ation were found upon an of(iinary working or marching day, 
Ait,=c a day's rest I commenced my descent down to the plateau 
Upon which the city of Ispahan is si tuated. This is at a higher 
levd than that of T eheran, the altitude of which above the sea
level it ex<.eeds by some 500 or 600 feet. Looking down from 
the higher ground raised some 2,000 feet above it, the whole 
villley lay spread out before me. It appeared to have a brC'adth 
of about 40 miles, upon the extreme further limit of which 

Ispahan iteelf is built immediately at the foot of the mountl.lns 
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which dose it in on either side, and on the banks of the Zai/lda 
Rud which winds along its southern margin . 

T he appearance presented by this plain at this distance and height 
was that of utter dcsoldtlOn , for the area of cultivation irrigated by 
the waters of the Zainda Rud does not commence ull seme 20 to 
30 mIles have been traversed from the foot of the mountains; and 
it waS only in the: faint distance that, with the aid of the li:eld~ 
glas~es, we could distinguish what appeared to be trees and VIllages, 
but whether thIS was the case, or whether it Iwas merely 1 he elfect5 
of the mirage, we ceuld not ~ay . After a march of aoout 25 to 30 
mIles across these hot burning plains we arrived at a 1'111.1ge of 
!mmc pretemlons where we determined to C31Jlp; we founti a 
falrlv good o.ravanSJr.l.i there, and I,was delighted to exchange 
the du~t and glare out~ide for the glvomy ~haJe of the stabl~s 
which formed the only part of the building whIch afforded any 
shelter from the sun, and there I took up my qr·arters,for the 
day. The following day's march brought us by a very roundabout 
road, whlch con~llderably augmented the actual distance, hut ..... hlch 

wound about amongst Irrigation canals to aVOId the necessity and 
expense of making a few bridges, and led us to the gates of 
lspahan. 011 the way we passed several ruined villages said to. 
have been destwyed by the Afghans whell they invaded Persia; 
the whole route ~eing through a most de~olate country, in spi te of 
the amount or water available, thIS appcJred to be owing to the 
fact that the sorl contained a quantity of salt, (or all the edges of 
the canals and the surface of the ground where the water had run 
to waste was covered with a slight incrustation of salt. 

Passing through the city, which presented an appeara1!ioe of 
extreme dilapidation, an immense extent of the old covered bazaars 
having fallen to pieces, we emerged on the banh of the river from 
whence we obtained our first view of Julfa, ~hich from this point 
presented the appearanCe of a patch of the most brilliant verdure on 
the funher side of the river nestling right under the peaks of the 
mountainS which rose precipitously and almost over-toweringly 
above it. A closer acquaintance took olf a good deal of the charms 
Gf the general effect as viewed from a distance, for it wu only 
after winding throuJ;:h what appeattd to be miles of the moet inCOA-
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ceivably filthy lanes and alleys that we arrived at our destination, 
which was the hospitable house of the representative of the princi
pal firm in these parts, viz., that of Messr~ . Ziegler & Co., where 
many a traveller before myself has received the mt'lsl unlimited 
k.indness and hospitality. It was delightful to exchange the 
discomforts of camp life, with its daily recurring annoyance of 
packing up and moving on another stage, for the luxury of a well
appointed house and the quiet and repose accompanyiug the 
assurance each day as one lay down to rest, that there would be no 
hurried risings and wranglings with muleteers and long weary 
marches through .<ocenes of more or less deSubtion to camp at 
night in some place where nothing but the most meagre supplies 

were procurable, and probahl~ the water might be sa1t and barely 

fit to drink. 
I had been studying on the way the interesting final chapters 

in Mr. Stack's ,fccoum oj his travels through Persia, in which he 
describes the Revenue system, and very useful I found them to me 
in the course of my enquiries. But when later on he dilates upon 
the ,;:harms of marching in Persia, I put him down as an enrhusiast, 
whose interest in the country and in the novelty of the circum" 
stances in wh1ch he found h1mself placed, outweighed in his mind 
'the perpetual annoyances and discomforts which such a life involve!> 
to an European. Pcrrsonally, I dUfer from him entirely, for in my 
opiniOll the petty miseries of momentary reCurrence which attend 
a traveller in Persia are such as have never come within my 

acquaintanCe! in the cOlme of a somewhat varied experience of 
camp life, and require, as I say, a most patient and enthusiastic 
temperament to bear with any equanimi~y. The utter misery of 
t:le journer by Chappar is beyond all description, and such as can 
only be realised by experience j it can be best estimated, as the 
writer of the admirable letters upon Persloly which appeared in the 
Timd last year, has expressed it, from the fact that the only 
solace whkh an European, who is compelled to undertake a 
journey of tbls kind, derives (rem the fact, is a frantic: desire to get 
through it at some unprecedented rate of speed. The changing 
from one jaded pony to another) which has to be flogged tin it 

struggle, into tbe roughest of canttl1 which it only maintains as it 
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were under protest, till some roughness of the ground or slight 
ascent affords it an excuse for relapsing into the same slow :mn 
dejected walk with which it commenced; the arriving, worn out 
with hung..:r and f.ltigue, at a filthy carav.Uls~rai, destitute of any 
approach to furniture, wht:re the only food forthcoming s contain
ed ill the tinned PIO\ !sions one ha~ brought WiTh one, ... ·hieb one 
has co eat seated on the Roor; and thcn [he lying down to rest and 
closing one's eyes only to find that dozens of every species of 
known insect or pJrasite have collected to feed upon one ;-al1 these 
horrors arc beyond Illy feeble powers of narration . AI. I}>ow J have 
longed fo r :he much despised Dawk ilul1galow with its ras':ollly 
K hol'/soma and everlasting m90rghi ~urry. 

There is but little to interest one al(out Ispahan, which presents 
nothiog but the appearance of a dejected ruin, for the f\)w relics of 
former grandeur which it still retains are fast f.llhng into utter 
decay from persistent neglect, and will disappear al'-ogethcr before 
very long. It seems a pity that thi~ should be the case, 'tor the 
town is far more fitted for being the capital of the country than 
that of T eheran, alike from its position and it! geographical 
situation: fN iT is built on the b;!.nKs of a river in one of the most 
fertile districts of Persia, and is situated in the most central por-. 
t ion of the country whence all the various trade routes radiate to 
the N. S. E. and W.; whereas Teheran is situated in a spot where 
water is scarce and the COuntry in the immediate neighbourhood 
unprodnctive ; and its position altogether is soi50\ated a~compared 
wit h the country of which it is the capital that but little influence 
can be brought to bear from it, as being the ~eat of Government, 
upon the more remote districts of Empire. It has been (ortu_ 
nate iu possessing as its Governot the only man in the country. 
who, in spite of his many fai1in~, has shown himself as possessed 
of any energy or character i but even this llrlvllnt.lge on its plln 
has provoked the jealousy of the venal and incapable favourites of 
the Shah lit the capital, who have devoted themselves most suc
cessfully .to prejudicing the former against him and thwartin.& him 
in all his schemes for the improvement of the districts committed 
to his charge. Notwithstanding these determined efforts to ruin 
his power however, the Zil·us--Sultan still presents a character of 
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~utlit:icnt importance ill the political cstilllJt'! of t he country; III spite 
o f h i~ severity, aud the umcrllpl!lou~ n:ltllll: of his prn("l'c(lin~"l (llJ 

many occa~ions, he is much Jonked lip to by tho~c over whom he 
rules, and is possessed of immense inilucl'c-c amongst the various 

nomad tribc~ of the nei ghhourhood, such a~ the H:lkhtiaris ,llld 
K:1Shkais, who form the hackbolle' of the WMlike popul<ltioll . 

J ulra is only of any intcrc~t as pre senti ng: an opportunity for the 
study of the Armenian character on its native heath as it 
were, which is more particuLtrly wonh the trouble JUSt now 

in consequence of the attention th:tt has \x:('n directed towarJ~ the 
position of tll;S people UI,dcr TUlktsh rule in Asia Minor. I 
l'annot say thaI either my personal experience or the accounts one 
receives of this people, whe-ther flom Europeans or Asia(ic~, are 
such a~ to impress one with a very f .. vour,IUle estimate of their 
chan:cter, from any point of \icw, or to dispose one to move a 
little finger on their behalf in any trouble they may find th~llI

selves involv.d in u,lldcr their ?Iahomllledan rulers. The 
onl~ previous expe ricnce I had h:J.d of the Armenian char:lc
ter was in the course of a trip to Central Asia, where J was 
accompauicd by an Armenian guide, whose dlal'aCter I took great 
pains to study as we were thrown !" gether constantly. I should 
IIOW say that he was a very f~lvour3blc speClnlCrl of the r3ce. I 
coulJ not help laughing one day at the naIve way in wil1c1. he 
remarked on bclllg detected in a lade error in his accounts, 

which was not as may be supposed p<;cuniarily to his detriment. 
"Ah I you know, I am an Armenian, I (on not flrlp m(liillg 
momy." 'And this i~ exactly the character of the race; an 
Armenian, wherever he is placed, (I cannof hllp mal,inc monry." 

] was told a capital story characteristic of the people, The 
Armenian colony at Julia w .. s transported. there, as is well known, 
by Shah Abbas the Great from til" original Julfa in Armenia 
proper. During this I1lQnarch's life-tithe they met with due pro
tection as being hi~ lIpecial proteges, but after his death they were 

constantly subjected to every sort of outrage and oppression at 
the hands of their Mahommedan rulers till (juite recently, since 
a number of European merchants and others have 1llade their 
headquarters amongst them, and by their presence prevented the 
reeurrence of such scenes of VIOlence. The Armenians, elated at 
thi., have endeavoured to magnify their own importance in th(; 
eyes of the local population at the expense of their European 

10 
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patrons, so much so that a leading Armenian being askeJ by a high 
Persian offiCial why the Europeans took so much trouble about an 
ASiatic race which was of habit and mode of life quite at variance 
with their own, replied •• , Ah I the reason of this is that they lovlc: 
upon us a!. a race entitled to peculiar respect, as are the Syuds, Of 

descendants of the Prophet, amongst you, and treat us accordingly," 

Life in Julfa has been aptly de~cflbed as "cribbed. cabined 
and confined," whether from a moral or material point of 
view. The scttiement itself. which can hardly be called a town, 
as It is utterly devoid of any such buildings or streets as could 
snpport ItS preten~ions to such a title, is t'omposed of a lJ.byrimh 
of filthy aileys, where the stenches rampant on every ~ide would 
more than rivJ.1 those of Cairo in olden days. Each ofthe alleys 
is carefully designed so as to lead now perc, and is closed at eitht.:c 
end with great heavy gates so that the general plan of the plaC(' 
reminds one of the labyrinth In the Crystal Palace Gardens ; in 

fact to get Into the place, or from one po:int to a.other within 
it, one has to go up and down and round and round for q:ailes, 
bemg all the while close within distance (jf the point aimed at. 
The object of this contrivance, of course, was of sufficient import_ 

ance to the inhabit:mn of the pi:lce when it was first laid our, 
and that was to put every obstruction to the entran<.e into thiS 
refuge of thdr Mahommedan neighbours, and to enable them to 
be sh ut off into <l particular part in case they forced thei r way 
in. It is not the less annoying, however, to be led half way up 
one alley, then half way down another, and so on, to arrille at a 
place that you find you could easily have chucked a stone to from 
the spot from which you oClginally started; the more so as aU 
the while one has to fun the gauntlet of the most abominable 

smell; that European nostrils were ever offended by. The'>e 

alleys are all enclosed by lofty walls not less than from 10 to r 5 
feet high, which effectually prevent any snfficient circulation of the 
air, and, from the sides of these, doors open into little court-yards 
enclosed in the same way, which form the approaches to the 
houses. 

Altogeriler a physically more unhealthy mode of life than 
that adopted by the inhabiunts of Julfa it is impossible to ima

g ine ; the wonder is that European, and particularly English 
constitutions to which fresh air is considered an absolute necessity, 
can stand It. Built as these houses are, there is absolutely no' 
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outlook of any kind (rom any part of them, and yet the view from 
the situation which is on high ground overlooking the valley of 
lspahan is, as soon as one gets out of J ulEa, most lovely. It is 
astonishing that the European cvlony shou ld be content [0 remain as 
it does in the midst of its present sordid surroundings with so many 
facilities for making a more exclusively European quarter on the 
various charming sites in the immediate neighbourhood. J am 
sure a change of this kind would have the most beneficial influence 
alike physically and morally upon the members of which it is com· 
posed, As it is, European life in Ju!fa appears a vcry melancholy 
way of spending one's existence. The only relaxation indulged In 

from the daily round of work appears to he ind;scrllninate gossip 
lI.nd criticism of one another, the latter being frequelltly , as may be 
imagined, not remarkable/or its temperateness or the good fecllllg 
shown; however, this appears to be only human nature, for 
stations in India are by no means free from the~e failin!:,>"S, and the 
more remote .he st.Hium the greater their development. 

The only building of any interest is a chur.ch built in the 
time of Shah Abbas, the walls of wllich are painted III a 
gaudy and grotesque fashion. A day or two after my amval was 
the Armenian [astel, and I must say the effect produced by the 
costumes with which the lanes were throllj;t.d, gave qUIte a pic~ 
turesque effect to the otherwise squalid scene. The men ~J1 

appeared in brilliant coloured silk and velvet coats, while the 
women were dressed in long shawls or, as we would call them ill 
India, Jan's, enveloping the head and body down to the feet, of 
the most spotless white. This appears to be the costume gene
rall)' adopted by the Armenian womell, with the addition of a 
broad white bandage drawn across the chin right up to the mouth 
lik.e that worn by nl..ns. It is not unbecoming in its effect, and 
probably, like that of the nuns, the ancient female costume preva
lent amongst Christians many centud<:s ago. In general the 
costume of the men differs ;n no way from that of ule Persians, 
from whom. they have, probably for reasons of policy, thought it 
bett not to di8tinguish themselves. The rising generation, however, 
appear to effect for a head--d.t'C'ls a dark coloured Turkish fe2. 

It SCflIlll a 8trlttlge inconsistency to lind amon~t a community 
of the most ancient Christiau existing an English Missionary, 
and it i. di1ficult to imagioe how funds collected, presumably for the 
con~fI!f)ft of the heathen, can, with any appropriateness, be expend-
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ed llpon the education of Armem.Ul } muhs, who, as a rule, are qUite 
qUllk (nough ,)Ild (",Ill, In m.)Sl Cd.bCS. J.fiOld the luxury [,n better 
th.1n m.lt1\' d,\s~(~ III Engbnd. 

liOlng tor a wollk OIlC ,lfternoon, I passed by the cemetery, or 
ralher buryIng ground, for It IS only an open patch of ground on the 
hill SIde. Amongst the gravt:b 1 found bever,!.l European ones of 

some .tg,t, amongst wlll~h th,lt of Dr. Edward Pdge, cf Trinity 
Co!l<.gc, C .unbndgc, who W;h bUrled there II: 1702, J.ttlactt:d my 

now ....... ' lKlng a mllnbcrof the b.lme d! ~ !lngUlbhcd College at which 
I was mysel f an unworthy student, there wc~ other Dutth tombs 

dJ.ung from 1650. The wr.olc prcsclHb r.uher a rr.e1ancholj and 
deso!.!t\.. 'CLlle , (01 the bp.ltC lb not c 'lclo~cd. ThiS IS done un pur

pcN", I J.IIl wid, fOI lb Ut.lJlg WJllcJ l!1 alld \1'lCCI.1I1y marked otT.ll> a 
Chlll>tJ.l!1 /lUI YluggrounJ would be the ~~nal tur It~ prompt uesccla

tum b} the f.matlL.d J\ i.lholllll1uiJlI popu1.mon, whelc.l~ lylllg a~ It 
dCJl~, lt l1d' ''Il H';UI~heJ III .m y W.l Y {Ium the IC1I1amJer of the hIJl~sIJc, 

.It1entlon l~ not c.llkd to Its c'mtenca. It may be ~hcy to leave 

lill~ "pot III Hl> pre\cnt neglected condmoll. but It JOCl> not ~e lcs!> 
go ag;HlIsr thc gr.1Il1 to VI\lt the EuropeAn portion and ~ee the 

~tO'Il ' coveting tho grJ.vel> of those who 1I1 thcl r tlllJe wcre dl"-

(Jng;Ul~hcd u avellels, gJ.llant offict:~ , and famuus merchants,IYlllg 

"roken .md ocatt~Tcd ,Ihout OVLT the surface of the grol.Jnd. Atu:r 

~pcnd1l1g a few d'lys at Julfa I moved down to Ispahan for a doty 
or two preparatolv to starting on my way baLk to T ehelan. H ere 
I found out ll!tk to IIltercst me beyond the fact that an officer 
W.IS plese/lt thLTe, fur the PUI pOl>e of buymg mules for transport 
for the Indian Govelfllllenr. ' 

There appealed to be no lack of mules of a very good stamp 
procurJ.hl(', though at \omewhat high pnc(.s. The great breeders 
of mules appe..lr to be the BoIktlans, and some that I saw welt" of 
a mo~t ~ponlr1g appC3lance. For ordinary marching It appear'> 

that the proJuce 01 wdl-brLd mares is found most sujuble as 
beIng morc piwJ.y 3m1 cmiunng, whde for rh.: caflymg of heavy 
wtlghtl>, blogcr ,llld CO,]rser bred ammals are preferred. The 
nCLL;sary lOll(ilt lO1l f,)r the advantageous employment of the 
forrnlr [s of cour.c that they should not be overloaded, and thi, 

h a PUlnt which the ordtnary IndIan Sarwan or muleteer .. nd 
more e~Plcl ... lIy the Bntlsh soldier, to whose tender mercies the 
aOlm,tI~ tbus purchased were eventually to be entrusted, have 

no Idea vf, or do not trouble themselves to p .. y attention to. J.( ~ 
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was really quite hcart-breaking'as one looked at the long lines of 
these valuabl .. animah, upon the careful treatment of which so 
much of our military strrngth in India depends, to think of what 
their experiences might be in the immediate future, in consequence 
of the various little frontier wars upon which we arc at present 
engaged. The mules had mostly been purchased at agrs from 
twO to four years, with a view to their being fed up in India fo r ,\ 
couple of years or so and being regularly trained before being made 
usc of for service; but in the present cmergcflcy it seems morc than 
probdble that they win be sl"nt nff for the usc of the troopS immedt_ 
ately upon their amval ill Bombay. In any case it seems a thou

silncl pities th:at these mules should be sent to India without 
any muleteers to take charge of them; for the lIlule, like the 
camel, is an animal that reguires to be understood, anJ .me the 
value of whose service depez;ds entirely upon the tre.1tment wl,wh 

he rIXeives. 
In Persia, .a~ the principal traffic of the country is carried 

on by means of mules, a special class of the t)Opulation has 
for centunes devoted it ~e1 f to gaining its livelihood by the 
maintcnance of tne'lc ammals, so that the Ilmlctcels of Per';);a 

may be considered a.'> !lcarly as poSSIble experts upon any subject 
connected with mule transport. It would thu~ be well worth 

• while for the Government of lndia to offer a number of lhesf' 
liberal terms to accompany the mules, hought in Persia, to India, 
:md thus form the' nucleus of a Mule TJansport Corps. As far 
as I could make out, it seems to be the custom to attach olle 
man to abOut every three mules, but !luch a large proportion would 
not be necessary in this case; it would be sufficient to take one 
Persian muleteer to every ten mules, the remainder being replaced 
by natives of India. Though the Charvadar, as he is locally 
t('rmed, a corruption from Charpad'lr, is one of the most aggra
vatingly stupid and obstructive individuals in the world to deal 
with, there is no qllestion that he is completely the master 
of the mcans he has adop,'cd or been bred up to for gaining 
his living. Hc knows to a pound what weight each of 
his mules can carry, calc1llates exactly. the distance they 
can traverse without injury, and nothing on earth will ind uce 
him to exceed in either case the limits which he has fixed fo r 
their powers of endurance. Then, for himself, he spares no 
pains in looking after the .comfo!t of his animals, the daily load-
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iog up is a most important function not to be h\l.rned over on 

any account or done carelessly; and the moment the march is 
oller, though he may have bad to walk many miles under a hot 
sun, he busies himself over their feeding and later on their groom

ing, the last thing before lying clown to rest. 
The Charvadar, as I say, has the general character of being one 

of the most aggravating specimens of the human race; there is 
nothing be is asked to do that he does not raise an objection to or 
grumble abou~, but this is only from his anxiety about the security of 
his means of livelihood. Amongst his own coulltrymc 1, of course, 
everyone tries to drive a hard bargain with him, to get him to 
put the heaviest loads possible upon his mules, and take them 
over the greatest possible distance daily !n the shortest po'isible 
time, so that naturally he has come U:I look. upon every one who 
wi~hes to hirr his mules 25 '" peT~on who is bent uj>On 
taking an adv2nrage of him in some way. It is astonishil1g, 
however, to observe under such careful mantgement what 
distances his mules will traverse and at what a p~ on an 
emergency, or, if a sufficient inducement be offered; as I have 
mentioned on one ocr:asion when crossing the Daryawi-.N amak, our 
mules must have marched not less than So miles in about 18 
hours, including a long halt during the heat of the day. Again,. 
in the case of the cara\'ans one meets upon the roads, it is sur
prising to see the pace at which the mules travel and the loads 
which they carry j so far from there appearing to be any occasion 
to drive them along, it is not 2n uncommon sight to see a little 
mule, almost buried under the load he is carrying, scurrying away 
at such a pace, that he has to be held back to keep with the 
caravan he belongs to; I say a little mule purposely, for the 
sm21ier stamp of animal seems to be the pluckiest. 

The pack. saddle used is wonhy of attention, for itlsevident from 
the peculiarity of iu form tilat it has been designed purposely as the 
result of experience. In appearance it resem.bles the double hump 
of a camel, and its dimensions are out of all proportion with the 
sUe of the animal, but it answers its purpose infinitely better than 
all the new fangled inventions in the way of pack saddles. which 
have been prodllced, owing to the fa& of various officert and 
others inte~ted. in the subject. It is made of thick. .cloth, stuKed 
with hay, and iu .hape i, such that the weight of the load is di .. 
tributcd evenly over the whok of the body of the .animal. anel _ 
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bearing upon the spine or jammed against the sides as is the case in 
the various patterns of regulation pack: saddles. There is no doubt 
that professional transport owners whether they be camelmen or 
muleteers, even though they may be ASIatics, understand all these 
dungs much better than European amateur... I remember well, 
during the late Mghan war, when I had exceptional opportunities 
of observation, being posted for months, years I might almost say, 
upon one of the prinCipal hnes of communication, I noticed that 
the much despised Punjaub pad was the mode o. cl1lrying loads 

which did least injury to the animals. A s for a fiendish instrument 
of torture which had been invented for the occasIOn, and conSisted of 
an apparatus of iron and wood, weighing I don't know how many 
f'Ounds, and with great hooks on eIther SIde to which the loads 

were attached j it never seeVled to have occurred to the inventor 
of this that no more ingen ious method could have been adopted to 

bring the greatC'!t possible strain to bear upon the spine and against 
the ribs, I k/¥,w, however, that the consequences of thie; method 
of load ing were most dIsastrous to the animal concerned, 

On leaving Ispahan, I consid.ered. myself fortunate in ha:'ing 
securerl, a5 my companion, a pensioned. non-commissioned officer 
t)f the Royal Engineers, who had just retired from the Telegraph 

,Department after a residence of about 25 yColr~ in Persia. I 
thought naturally that, after a resid.ence of such a length, 1 sblJuld 
nnd m him a fund of every sort of mformation about the country; 
but in this I was woefully mistaken, for he turned out to be 
utterly ignorant of anything beyond the limited sphere in whIch 
hIS official'duties had run, while as to the country lying a few 

miles off the line of telegraph, it was as completely unknown to 
him as any pan of unexplored Africa. I do not say that this was 
hiS fault, for he appeared to he- a fairly good specimen of his class, 

and had evidently tak.en some pains to learn the language of the 
country; it was rather that of the system to which he was sub

jected. As has been remarked, it is astonishing to think. that 
such a sY9tem for the absolute restriction of all attention on the 

part of the subordinates of the department to the mechanical dis

charge of their official duties should have been, not merely allowed 
or sanctioned, but actually enforced by the British authoritia in 
such a country as Penia ; fur, as my companion informed me, 
when I taxt:d him with his Want of enterprise in not ac:quamting 
bimaeJf with the country in the aeighbourhood of a pIa« in which 
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h~ had ~pcnt so many years, I< thr. orders of the Director are that 
no subordinate may go off the jirect line of telegraph without 
obtaining leave to do S0, and paying for all the ('xpenses of 
his transport on the occasion," The consequence of this 
has been that I found, as I say, that even the im mediate 
neighbourhood of a place in which he had lived by himself 
for ' 7 years without a European neighbour within 70 miles, was 
as strange [0 him as any unexplored coum!y. He c,)mpiained 
naturally of the efli.:ct which snch an order h;!d in limiting the few 
recreations pos~ihle in the way of shooting and fishing excu r
sions, by which the dreary monotony of the li fe of the suOOrdi· 
natcs, placed in many of these out-of-the-way places, might have 
been vaned. 1 believe, however, that the Telegraph Department 
is not entirely respon~jhle for this ulll*1triotk ant! culpable neglect 
of such an important means of exercisi ng an hono!.lrable inOuc'lce 
in the country, for that, even if it; directing officers were wiH1Ilg 
to encourage on thc part of its employes an intc:IJw;cllt attent ioll 
to the circumstances of the country and population ami"-st which 
many of them arc ccstined to spend their lives, such a policy on 
their part would probably only provoke disagreeable crit icism on 
the part of thc Legation, who would resent any approach to an 
infringellLcnt of what they consider their spocial province, namely, 
lucal information of every description" • 

Whatever may be the cause , however, of such a short~sighted 

policy, thc fact rcmains that for the last quarter of a century we 
havc had scatteruJ throughout the line of the telegraph numerous 
Englishmen; many of them, particularly the civil members of the 

department, of a very high class of intelligence, each one of whom, 
if properly made use of, might have been a mine of information 

on all local subjects and a source of considerable" ir,/fuence 
amongst the population surrounding him, and [hat we have rTwre 
than simply neglected, one might say, determinedly declined to 
turn to any practical use the presence of this valuable material. I 
should <Jualify these rather sweeping remam with the observation 
that at last we appear to have recognised the error of our ways in 

this respect, and have apparently endeavoured to atone for past 
neglect by taking one, at any rate, very marked step in recogni
tion of the value of the services of which the Telegraph Depart
ment is capable, by appointing as Consul at Ispahan a senior 
officc.r of the department. This is indeed a good move, and • 
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whirh has revived the drooping spiriu of tho~e of the employes 
who 3rc of a more studious and entcrpri~ing disposition :lnd have 
devoted their leisure time-of which such of them as arc stationed 
along the line have no lack., their dutio:'s taking up only a few 
hours in the day-to making themselves acquainted with the 
languages and manners and various subjects of interest of the 
people among whom they arc living. It is to be hoped that this step 
may be followed by that of appointing mcn of thi~ ~tamp on their 
retirement from the service of the Telegraph Department as 
Vice-Consuls in various parts uf Per.sia. Where could any body 
of men be found more suited for such a position than such of 
lhc~e as have spent many years of their live~ in almost complete 
isolation from their fcllow-countrymen, but in constant and, a~ 

fdr as is possible between F41ropcans and Asiatics, almoH inti~ 

mate intercourse amongst the people of the country; the more M> 

that thereby they have become unfitted for a life in England, and 
would prefer in.many case~ to remain, if only a slight inuuremclIt 
were forthcoming, in the land of thcir adoption. 

It has been unfortunate for the civilian element in the Telegraph 
Depanmt'nt in Persia that, though its duties arc now of au cssen
ti:!lly civil nature, it has been thought necessary to adhere outwardly 
!O an appearance of military control in its adm1/li~lratinn. 1t mOlY 
have been advisable for many reasons, in the case of the original COll

struction of the line, to entrust the work to a scientific branch of 
the service, as Persia was then a comparatively unknown country, 
and it would have been difficult to organise a Civil Department 
to carry out'the work; but now that the department is for all 
practical purposes worked by ci vilians, the military representa
tives forming but a minute and aimobt inappreciable percentage 
t.pon the whole, it seerns too absurd to keep up any longer the 
falee of a milttary organization, That the interest of the de_ 
panment would be -best considered by opening out all -appoint
ments _ to civilian employes is self evident, for what can he 
more discouraging than for tbe Superintendents and Assistant 
Superintendents to worle. cORlcientiously for years, leading the 
while a life which entails many hardships, to find that promotion 
beyond a comparatively sLLbordinate p;rade is completely closed to 
thent. and that, as fast as one Director or Assistant Director 
retires or is promoted, his place i'.i supplied by an officer of the 
~a1 Ensinem, who may be transferred from the Public 

1\ 
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Works Department India, or the Sappe~ and Mincr~, I)T any other 
branch of the ~erVlce, and is probably utterly ignorant )f anything 
ronnected with electricity and the telegraph, beyond what he learnt 
as a cadet, whereas these have had a thorough technical education ~ 

As to the plea of tIle prc<cncc of privates and non<ommission~ 
ed officers of the Royal Engincer~ in the department nccessitat~ 
iog any military coutrol this i~ too :tbsurd to require ~erious con· 
sideration, for the reason that, out of all the nllmoc.r of employes, 
only an infinitesimal proportion come under this category, and 
these would, with advantage, be morc suitably employed elsewhere, 
for their duties in the Tcle~raph Department are, as j~ well 
known, far more effiCIently performed oy the ciVilians who have 
hau a special .md technical tr.l;ning. 

On my return to Teheran I determined to uke the l OUt!.' 'VIa 

N,lttanz a~ far as Ka~han, and thence to strike due north wi'h ::I 

view to skirting ,he western margin <)f the Salt Plain or Darya-i
Namak, as it is called, wilich I have already described, and thus • 
fiXing a" far ~ s pos".~le its locality. I w ... s all the more interested 
ill re~oh'lOg on thi~, as I found tu my surprise that the 'European 
populatlon of Ispahaa were completely ignorant of the very eXistence 
of such a remarkable natural phenomenon as it might be called, 
f OI I should fallcy it ;nu~t be a\mo~t unique. nUt 1 found \es,> 
OCC;l'lon for ~ uch su rprise al the ignorance of these, when later 
on, on my return to Tchc.ran, J found that all the European 
colony there, c'lmpnsing as it doc~ many who have spen t all their 
lives JO the cou.lIry and arc presumed to be authoritlcs 011 every 
subject connected With it, was equally unaware of th..: fact. 

The first day's march lay through an endless succession of 
crops fOf about 15 miles. As we continued our march beyond 
thb c.Jst3nee, the villages and cultivated Jam! became more 
~cattercd, till at our camping ground for the night, about IO miles 
further on, they had chsappcared altogether, and beyond us 
lay nothing but the desert as far as the eye could re~ch, the 
nearest water obtainablo being at a di~trnce of about 16 miles, 
where we found another magnificent caravansarai bUilt by Shah 
Abbas also in ruim. We were delighted here to tak.e up 
OUf quarters in the stables, which still remained standing and 
afl:orded :I. gr:l.teful shelter from the SUD, for the heat had been 
intense during the day's march, which had lain through the low 
bare plains at the foot of the hills we were DOW beginning to 
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3scend. When it got cool in the cvcnmg, and we were recovered 
from the fatigue of the march, we wellt out to visit the ruins of 
what appeared to have been a palace built on a very imposing scale 
dose by the caravansarai; as we wandcrt:d through the courts and 
suites of rOQm~, where accommodation could easily have been found 
for a regiment, we could not help think.ing what a pity it Wol::' 

that what had been erected with so much i.lbour and expcn-<c, 
for [hi~, like the cJ.ravansarai, had been bUlle of stone III the most 
~uhstantiaJ way, should be allowed thus to go to rack ami mill. 

The next day we continued our m;uch tow.l.lds thc summit of 

Ihc Pass by whi:h we were to cross the ranges intervening be
tween Ispahan and Kashan. The ascent was ea,y and \cd for the 
grl"ater p.m of the way along one of the wide valleys which I 
have describcd, till we arriv;d, after a marcIJ of about 20 miles, :tt 

its highest poi lit, and then descended about 5 miles or so to halt 
for the night at a little hamlet 011 the further Side. The hel~ht 

of the Pas~ wi~, as far a~ we could make OUI by [he anerOid, 
about 8,000 (1. and that of our camping ground about 6, 500. llere 
wt' iOuno. but little procurable either in tht.: W.ly· of supplies or 
shelter for the night, which was all the more annoying as we were 
very hungry and thl" night wa~ biw:rly co~d with :l high winO. 

• Mowing and every rro~pen of rai" coming: 011. HOWCVCI, wc 
were too tired to be critical about either food or shelter, .. I~dl :If;er 
having got our tents pitched witll some difficulty, retired to rest, 
and slept ~oundly in spite of the ilowling of the wind, the Rapping 
of the tenr, and the imminent prospect of our finding OUTSelV('S 

buried und'crneath it, which thrc~tcned us at evcry moment. 
Our journey for the next two days layover a weary s u('ces~i(Jn o( 
~tony ridges, which all radiated as it were from the central peOlk 
of the mountain range a!ld extended hltt: a series of barriers l.l id 
across the line of our march. As our path here skirted the higher 
parr of the range where the rock, bursl;ng through the soil which 
had covered it, had b..."t':ome exposcd, we had ample opportunitie ... 
of observing tho: peculiar fC;.j[ures of the mountain (ormatton 
which I have 31ready referred to. It will be understood that windillg 
round the mountain sides, as "car to their summits as Wo!' practi. 
cable, we were traversing the hight.: r poniollS of the valleys which 
descended from them to the plams below, and the ridl:,>e5 which in
tervened between them. The!e ridge~ thus constituted all appaICllt_ 
1, endless succession of ranges uf hills rising out of the otherwisc 
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even slope~ of the mountaiu siues, ill some cases almost abruptly, 
ttl :.l height of ahout 500 to 1,000 or 1,500 (cet; thus our route lay 
fl;f about 1.0 miles till we arrived at Nattanz, a lovelY:lnd most 
productive oasis, where is situated the "mage after whICh it talce~ 
its name; and the next day again a march of about 25 miles more 
led us to the foot of the mountain, where we entered upon the 
broad open plains surrounding the city of Kashan. 

In spite of the difficulties of the Nattan? route and the annoy
ance occasioned by the irregularitie~ of the ground which it 

passes over, it is undoubtedly the only om~ by wh;ch a road suited 
for wheeled trilffic could be made between Kashan and Ispahan ; 

for the ascents and dCSCCJHs by the more direct route, via Kohtud, 
are such a~ would render it quite impractio.hle for such a purpose. 

From Kash;\ /1 it was, as I have said, OUf intention to suike off 
the beaten track, which hel l" bends to the west, in a direction 
Jue north, with a view to marching along the western margin or 
the Pl:lill of Halt alld thus drnllillg exactly Its position and extent. 
After a day's repusc we accordingly started with thi~ object before 
us. OUT way, for the fint 14. miles after leaving Kasha'h, lay 
through more or less cultivated country. We then entered on the 
Jesert, and, at a J istance of about JI') miles further, arriveJ at what 

m ight l.oc termed the furthest outpost of this afca of cultivation, a 
dilapiilated village where we determined to camp, no water being 
procurable nearer than at a distance of about 30 miles along the 
line whic.h we intwded to take. The following day's march lay, 
as may be supposed, through utter dt:sert, not a sign of vegetation 
of any kind being apparent till we got close within sight of the 
villJg,e at which we were to halt for the night. We found here 
a <:Ollsiderable area of ground under irrigation and covered with 
CLOpS of wheat which had just ripened and were now bl"iug 
rea.ped. The scelle was II very busy and amusing one, for all the 
IlOjlulation of the ncighboul iltg villages had turned out for the 
occasion, and mell, womell, and children were holding high 
~LOliday in the intervals between the work, or, as they reaped, 
g:athered, or gleaned the corn. Besides the crowds of people thus 
<1,sembll'd, .lil the village cattle of every description had been 
collected to graze upon the green grass left where the cropI had 
lIcen cut, a.nd the scene presented an extraordinary medley of 
human beings of either scx and of every age, mingled with a 
mob of ( . . ws 1 horses, camels, goats, sheep, etc.) while the hubbub 



was indescribable, for all the peopJe seemed to be in the highest of 
spirits to jude:c from the chattering and [au!!:hter which W~llt on. 
At this vi llage occulrer! the first and only se rjou ~ ObstrucTion ) 
encountered in the course of my cxperience oC the inhahitants of 
the country, and that was that our muleteer~ t"fused to proceed 
any further along the proposed route, alleging that it would lead 
them through morasses where their mules would be lost. T have 
reason to believe that my companion was at the bottom of this 
mischief, for he had been all along most anxious to get back to 
the beaten track from which he had never ventured ~fore all the 
years he had been in the country, and out of which he appeared as 
much out of his element a~ a fi sh out of w;!ter, for I never saw 
suo:h a picture o t helplessness as he proved 1Jl Ihis difficulty. 
ReceivUlg no :lssi~ tancc or s!-'pport from him I had rog1ve in, for 
the mcn wcnt off and left the mules on our hands, and much 
against my will I had no alternative the followi ng day but to turn 
oIl' to regain t l~e regular road at thc town of K um , 

H ere I found a civilian telegraph employe of a, very diRcrcm 
stamp, il well reau and intel!igcn t mall whl' h:ld tJkcll great pains 
to st udy the lallguage and everYTh ing of interest cOllnected with thc 

rountry whIch he JJold ch(lst'n for his home, and consequently a most 
intcresting companion and full of informatiull . The po~ition he 

'held among5t the inhabitan ts of the neighbourhood, am(jng~t 
whom he had lived for milny years, was one of exceptional influ
ence, and a s(liking proof of the homage wh ich Asi:ltics arc 
illways willing to pay to the sterling qualities of a good, honest 
Englishman, however little claim he may have officially or ~oeially 
upon their attcntion, In any other service a man of this stamp 
would have been made use of in the line for wh ich he was so 
t:vidently fitted by tf;,ining and experie:lce, and for which he had 
so laid himself out, and promoted to a position of trust as a 
superior officer in the department, or made use of 0L5 a 
Consular Agent i but In this CASe all his labour and qualifications 
appeared never to have attracted any attention, and thl:re he was 
still a simple signaller Llpon the line of telegraph, with no duties 
beyond those of testing the line within his charge once or tw ice 
daily, I only mention his casc as an instance of the valuablc 
material v .. hich has been .asted in Persia by the prClcnt system 
of the administration of the Telegraph Department. 

I Wa.& delighted tp find tbat I should be able to continue my 
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journey in <1 carriage, for I was heartily tm:d .,( marching lcross the 

monotonous wastes I had been travcr~ ing for 50 many day~ . the 
more so as the sun wa~ getting hot, and I had ."lready more than 
once felt rather knochd up by its effects. I was the more tempted 
to be Tt-conci\cd th us to the abandonment ormy original plans by the 
fact that t hi!> wa~ the lir. t carriage which had come ov~ r the road 
under course of t'onstruction between !spahan :t nd Kum, and that 
by returning in it I should have a pract ical opportu nity (.·f form. 
ing an opin ion :IS [0 if !> suitabili ty for wheeled traffic. I accOl'd~ 

ingly started the next d.1y in IU)l UlY with all my immed iate 

requirrmenrs 'toted in the carn age round me, the rcmaindcf hcing 
left to tullow after with thc mules ; the ca n iage ilstlf was a com
fortable landau, and W:l~ drawn hy three horses harnessed in 
u oika f:lshlOn :lH abrea-., t. T he road. for the lir~t six or sewlI 
mile!! was I'ery fairly good, as it l:ly along '1101(; or less hard so,1 
and over moderatt·!y even glooml, we thell descended a slight ili_ 
d ine prepJ.ra tory to crussillg a broad valley berwtcn the risi ng 
ground) on ei ther ~ id e, which would i ll the winter constitute i huge 
bottomless morass. Hn e the road, which had been originally in
tended more fOI polek. :lIl1mals than anything else, had been madr;: 
in the way commonly used in Per..ia fOf this purpose under ~uch 
circumstances, that is, huge hlock.) of roc:k had occn buried all 
along it ill tbe centre to gi ve a secure footlllg to the animals. Of ' 
course just now the .oil WJS all dry and the road inches deep in 
dus t) bu t flOm Iht.: way in which it Yielded under the wheels o t 
the carriage, a~ it pabed .l10ng, it Wol~ evident that these precau
tions wcre anythlug but unnccessary in the wet stason. At 
p,esellt, howe"er, crowds of labourers were at work extracting 
these bloch of stones wnh a view to breaking them up and 
making llIetal for the carriage way wi th them. I WolS told rh.u 
the.c parb of the roads cons ti tut~d the mOH diffi cult un~8 to deal 
with ; for, owing to th~ 10001it:U of the soil in these low parts and 
the absence of all drainage in bad weather, any quantity of 
metalling thus spread over its surface would infallibly be !wallow
tU up, and ),et it was impossible to retain the local syst~m of 
huryull!, huge: blocks of stone, though tbat was best suited. for 
hl.:aring the weight of traffic, as the soil would get Wal>bed away 
from between the interstices of thcsc, and thus make it impassable 
tor wheeled traffic. 

Cr~s ing this piece of s round, with many jolla and bumps, 
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we ascended. the high grounii on tor other ~idc, only again, 
after a few miles, to have a repetition of our former experi
ence. About this powt the line of the prcsellt road takes a 
tremendous ~weep to the west to avoid the lake, which has 
been formed by the cutting of the embankment of a river in 
order to destroy the older and more direct road which wa~ 

under the charge of a rival to the Amin-ui-Sultan or Prim .. 
Minister, who had originally constructed the road I was travers
ing, though it is now ill the hands of a Company who have 
obtained the concc~sion (or workmg it. I have before explained 
the circumstances of the (ormation of thi~ lake, which I then 
~UPP05ed to be continuous with the Plain of Salt, but which I 
now had an opportunity of fully satisfying mysc:lf wa~ completely 
di~tinct from it, being separated from it by miles of dry land; for, 
from the top of the IIi]] w}tieh I climbed for the purpose 1 c<lUlcl 
easily, with the aid of a field gla~s, distingui~h its further margin 
and even the nearer side of the Plain of ~alt h~yond. · 

It is a great' pity that more pains have not been taken TO correct 
the maps uf Pcr~ia, particularly of this neighbourhood, lying in sudl 
close proxilllit y to t he capital, for , strange, nay, almost incredible as 
It may seem, there is not a single map prucur;lble in which it i~ laid 
down correctly; that "fColonel St. John , which appeared to be con • 

• sidered the standard authority, I found most unrcli..lbJe. Not one 
of the villages which I passed through between Kashan amI 
K urn, when I Wtlllt a hule off the beaten track, was put in 
ItS proper place, while most of them were altogether omitted. 
The p.)Siti~n of the Siah Kuh and the Kuh-i-Gugird, as shown on 
this map, I found, tOO, to be quite wrong, while, as I say, the Plain 
of Salt and this !lew lake are not marked at all. It is a great 
pity that some more systematic measures are not taken for 
r'!mt'dying these deficiencies, for such amateur work as can be 
done with a plane table and prismat;,. compass, which were the 
only instruments used by my companion to Ispahan, though vcr)' 
valuable as matters stand, is oseless for all practical or scientific 
purposes. What is wanted is a professional survey officer with 
suitable instruments alld a proocr staff of chain men, etc. 

Before actually arriving at the lake itself we had to drive 
straight up a steep incline which gave one a capital idea of the 
Asiatic theory upon road malc.ing, which is to follow a line 
along the shortest possible distance between any two point! 
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sclectPd. 1 do not ~2y that in the case of 'the country 
traversed on this occasion it would be possible under any circum_ 
stances to layout a line of road with any regard [0 ,uitable gra~ 
dients for wheel traffic; for the ranges of mountains which 
it must cross stretch far away on either side, so that it would be 
quite impo~sible to outflank them; bllt still something might 
have been done to modify the abruptness of the 3s..:ents and 
de~cents. In this case, howc~er, a~ one arrivrs at the bottom of 
the hill or mountain to be crossed , one sce~ the road stretching 
in the most uncompromising manner straight lip its ~ides for 
miles and miles, as far as the eye can reach, in front j a ld when 
olle has arrived at the highest point, the same view meets onc's 
eyes below. It i~ impos~ib'c not to pity the unfort unate animals 
which are to drag carts and other vchick'S over such a road; 
however horses arc cheap in Persia s~ it doesn't matter if they 
wear out rather quickly. 

I have already said that, this road havinl!; been prigi nally con
~tructed under the auspices of the Amin-ul-Sultan, the buil~ng of 
the bridges and culverts, caravansarais, etc., was given out on 

contract to natives cf the country with the natural resull, fur 
though, to judge from the exterior of such porliom of these 
a~ still u'mained standmg, nothing could be more carefully or 
solidly constructed, this solidity, alas! was limited to the outside 
ma<;onry or brit.kwork, all the intctior being filled up with 
earth or rubbish ; ~he consequence i ~ , that though only a few years 
old, they are all more or less in a state of collapse. I laughed 
immensely at the ~ppearance of a bridge constructed 'under such 
circumstances, which I had to cross; the brid.:work coating of 
one side uf it had an tumbled down, leaving the mud and rubbish 
of which its illlerior was composed, exposed and bunting (.Iut; 
how on earth the contractor had contrived to make the arches 
~tlnd at all it was difficult to imagine. This bridge, however, had 
evidently had exceptional labour expended upon its construction, 
for some portion, at any rate, of it was standing, whereas the 
other two which had been made at the same time had entirely colw 
lapsed. I do not think that the traffic suff'ered much inoonyeni
encc in consequence, for I do not imagine that any carriages or 
carts had ever been over it, in fact such things don't exist in Persia 
for the purpose, and the people prefer their old way of tr:ulsporting 
guod~ by pack animals, when it does not much matter whether there 
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arc brid~s or no over the minor streams, for a ford is SU~ to .exist 
somewhere or other in the neighbourhood of the deSIred dIrection. 

r was heartily glad when this, th .. most excruciating drive of 
which I have ever had experience, drew to its close, and I found 
myself approaching the shrine of Abdul Azim, from which com
mences the only portion of this road which has any pl crcmiolls 
to be fit for vehicles, and soon afu:r drew up at the door of the 
Hotel Prevot, where I had stayed before I started on my journey. 
When I left the hotel it had no other occupant, but on my 
return I found that every room was full, and it was with Ihc 
greatest difficulty that I succeeded In Obtdining quarte~ in a 
litt!e cupboard of a room which formed an ante-room to another 
apartment, and the only means of getting in and ')ut of whICh 
was through the window. This sudden influx of visi tors I found 
to be owing to the opening of business of a T obacco Company in 
the p~ace, and the aspect of the verandahs was quite lillCly with the 
unaccustomed t;fowd of Euro~ans who sat chatting and laughing 
there. I was told that about zo or 30 employes of a~1 nationahties 
had arrived, and that quite a panIc had struck the followers of the true 
fai th In consequence of this sudden incursion of so many infideb. 

I found Teheran in th~ summer hardly more agreeable than 
,in the winter, and was rejoiced when, .Lfte r an enforced stay of 
a few days, I found myself in II carriage on my way to K asvin 
In TfJutt to England. I had as my companion one of the engineers 
that I spoke of as having treated me WIth so much kindness III the 
course afmy fi rs t experiences of Pel ~i a. He appeared to have 
been treated most shamefully, simply because he wa~ an honest 
man and declined to say that mines existed where he knew that it 
was not the c.ase, or that the particular mine which he was ordered 
to work was worth the expense that the Company would incur in 
atlempting it. While on this subject I may as well r('peat what 
information I could pick up from the natives of the country and 
from Europeans who have been many yean resident there, and 
more or len studied. the question regardmg the mineral wealth of 
Penia., as this also seems a subject regarding which various 
misconceptions exist. It appear'S, as has',been said, to be generally 
recognised that abWldance of ,mall deposits of copper and other 
minerals exist, and that tbese are of good quality in most cas~, 
but every place where they arc to be found has been known to the 
inbabitanu of the COWluy and wlKked by them for centuries. 

" 
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Coal i~ come across in many place~. but, a~ the thickl$' seams yet 
foulld do not exceed, as I am told, "2 ft. 6 in. in thicknes5, it can 
h~rJly be said to he present in sufficient quantities to repay wo"rlting 
UpOIl an extcn~ive scale, especially if the expense of transport be 
taken Into consideration, and it was for expressing an opinion to thLs 

effect that my unfo.tunatc companion had been virtually forced 
to resign his employment hy the treatment which he received. It 
is supposed, however, to eXl~t in greater quantities below the sur
fa ce of the Kawin Valley, but the :I.(te~ian boring which has been 
made ill Teheran by the D octor to the American Mission has 
penetrated, I believe, to a depth (If 300 ft. and yet not passed 
through the ~cgion of alluvial de~it) or encountered rock. 

While in Teheran on this occasion I he:ltd that a party of more 
sanguine and, perhaps, al~o more worldly wise engineers had b~en 
I'ro~pccting over the country already ~sit(·d by my friend and bis 
compalllon, and been fortunate enough to discover ulu:lblc mim'~ 
at Jlmo~t every step, which he had overlooked. I l"2S very sorry 
to find that his companion , whom I had met with him ill Resht 
on my arrival in Persia, had been ~ummarily dismissed for want 
of di~cernmcnt and for short .sightcdne~s regarding thc cxistenu: 
of these minerals, as thIS appeared to me to be a rather severe 
me<l~ure t .... t.lke. 

The country traversed from T eheran to Kasvin looked really 
qu;te rich and productive at thrs time of the year, fOI, owing to 
Ihe lI1 e~ting of the ~nows on the Elburz. Mountains, all the plains 
at theil fcet along which the road wound were saturated with 
moi~lure and covercd WIth great patches of cultivation, the 
intervals between whIch even presented also a distinct tinge 
nf green; this latter, however, was not likely .to last long 
as the moi~ture to wh ich it owcd its existence would 'iOOf1 

become evaporated by thc sun, the power of whost rays was 
dJily becoming greater, From Kasvin onwards the country 
completely changes ·its aspects as one ascc:nds to the summit 
uf the ElbufZ range and looks down upon endlcss expansC' 
of the den~e~t forests, and the richest vegetation, stretching f:lr 
away over the ranges of mountains and hil1s towards the north, 
and the plains which succeed these to the edge of the Caspian 
Sea. These mountains rise generally to a height of 10,000 to 
12,000 ft. and higher: the Caspian Se:l is thus enclosed towards 
the S. "-Ild S. W. by a lofty wall, as it were) of high ground which 
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attracts the damp atmosphere 'rising from its ~urrdce, and yet 
intercepts its passage further south; this is thus COlldt:lI~d by Its 

cQfltact with the cold air upon the summits of these moulliains 
to descend in heavy and abundmt showers of ra.in upon their 
northern slopes and the plains extending from their fl..:t. 
the latter are, moreover, watered by the numcrou:: rivers alld 
streams issuing from these T;!'llges to such an excess lhJ t, 
owing to the level nature of their surface and consl'<juent 

Insufficient drainage, a great portion of their area i~ composed of 
~wamps and morasses, (lwiill!; to these causes the iUXUTIJIlCe 

of the vegetation in these province.; is almost phenomenal, their 
power of prod:Jcrion, however, can never h,lve a fair chance of 
development unt il measures aTe talten for rendeling their cli mate 
le~s injurious to human life than at present, by the introduction of 

a careful system of drainage; but thIS would be a work of 5uch 
extensive Lharacter that there is flO prospect of it ever being UII(.Ief
taken by the ~Tesent Government of Persia. 

Nothing can give an idea of the brilliancy of the verdure and the 
romantic effect of the scenery as we descended thro~gh the valleys, 
leadmg to these plains, winding along the bases ofcOlltinuou:; T.lngcs 

of mountams ri~illg to ~ height of 10,000 ft. and upwards; the 
slopes of which were covered with magllificent fOICSU, termillat:lIg 
at their i ummits in open stretches of grass of the mo~t brjllia'lt 
green. Not a village was visible in the upper portions which 
~cemed to be abandoned to be the haunt of game and wild beasts, 
and one could Itot but think what splendid sport they must afford 
if only one' had the time to devote to wandering about amongst 
them in its pursuit. III our case our attention was so much 
devoted to getting back to England by the quickest possible rou te, 
that, even if we had had guns and no o~her call upon our time, no 

tt"mptation would have induced us to deby an hour upon our way. 
In spite of the loveliness of the sCt.>1cry and the pleasantness 

o( the climate, the march from Ka~vin to Rcsht wilt never recall 
to my mind associations of any nature but tho~c of the gre,ltest 
horror and disgu~t, (Of, travelling as light as possible, alld being 
without tents, w~ were obhged to rest in the caravansaralll 
provided at intervals ,along the way; and there we found to our 

coat that the population by which they were tenanted. and which 
had been in a state of torpol', apparently, on the occasion of 
our march to Teberan) had revived with the genial warmth of 
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spring, and were bent upon malc.ing up for lost time. Like 
t he human population of Persia, it appeared to comb, of a 
variety of distinct races; in fact, till this experience I newer 
had an idea of what a field the different kinds of parasites 

could extend over. 
It was thus with feelings of unmingled delight that we found 

ourselves once more upon the deck of a Russian steamer on our 
way to Baku, and right thoroughly did we appreciate the moderate 
luxuries it afforded us in the way of food and l odging after the 
squalid discomfort of life in a hotel in Teheran, ';Iud more 
pal ticularly the miserable experiences we had been through 
during the last few days. 

A Jtara.- The next day brought us to Astara, the Rustian 
frontier post on till: Caspian Sea and the proposed terminus oi a 
brarych railway which is being made trom the main line between 
Batnum and Baku. Here we had an opportunity, of which we 
did not fa il to avail ourselves, of making a comparison between the 
depressingly hopeless aspect of the Penia in its p~esent state of 
corruption and degradatIon, with which we were more imm~iately 
acquainted, and the possibilities of which the same country 
would be capablc under the beneficent rule of an enlightened and 
progressivt' people. 

Landing on shore, instead of having to wade through endless 
mud and ~lush before we could get a footing on dry land, we fonnd 
a little j t tty, alongside which we could draw up. Close by was a 
very respectable carriage and pair waiting to receive us, and this was 
not by ally meam the only one in the place, for we passed by several 
others equally well turned out in the course of our drive. The 
cantonment, as we should call it, cOlUisted of a number of neat 
though unpretentious buildings, and comprised barracks for the 
cavalry and infantry regiments Mationed here, a few shop' and 
private houses, the whole carefully laid out, the roads being 
well made and planted with trees on the sioes, and the houses 
clean and well kept, each one surrounded by a little garden of its 
own. Nothing could afford a greater contrast from its brightness 
and order than the picture thus presented to the sordidness and di~ 
tress existillg only a few hundred yards off across the frontier~ 

We were again much struck here, as we had bee.D. befOre in 
the Caucasus and Trans-Caapia, with the fine pPysiquc and 
soldierly bearing of the Russim soldiers whom we met, and 
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equally impres$ed with the careful way in which it was evident 
that they were looked after by their officers, One large party of 
thl cavalry we (ound employed in sawing up timber and prepar
ing Booring for a standing camp, which It was apparently In

tended to establish here; again we k.oked into the barrack.s and 
found everything. in apple-pie order; one large dOTmit'lry whIch 
we visited was full of men doing lessons under the superintend. 
coee of the non-commissioned officers. The men, wherever 
we came across them, seemed bright and busy, for the Russian 
principle appears to be to keep their soldiers occupied as much 
ru. possible, when off duty, by every variety of employment for 
their own privafc benefit as well as for that of the puhlic,-a 
principle which it would be well if we were to try to apply a 
Imle more ill our own case .. particularly in India, wher(' idlenesi 
affords so many temptations to the British soldier, which he is 
less qualified hy training and surroundings to resist. 

Having viewed the position of the rulers, we proceeded to do 
what we coulJ towards forming an estimate of that of the ruled. 
The bazaars we found clean and Hourishinr.. the num'bcr and variety 
of the shops which they conta!lled appeared to us altogether in 
excess of any possible requirements of the place; but thl~ we wele 
told was owing to the fact that all who could £locked thither to 

• avail themselves of the absolute secunty to hfe and plOperty there 
afforded them under Russian protection; JUSt as in India our 
cantonments in N :u:ivc. States are crowded with the warehouses 
of the native merchants, who have taken refuge there from the laww 
Jessnes$ ansi misltzle rampant 00 all sides when once the boundary 
between British and Nil-tive territory has been overstepped. 

Here our experience:! of Pe~ia under either aspect, whether of 
Native or European inHuences, came to an end, but as we steamed 
away from Astara we could not help remarkmg to ourselve~ how 
unfortunate it seemed for tbe deStlllies of the inh"b!t.ul[s of the 
country that tbc two great European pow-eo, who arc vlftudlly the 
arbIters of these, ,bocld waste in futile rivalry the immense oppor~ 
tunities which their cOlI1hmed action would give them for the 
amendment of the terrible abuse, existing undcr Pcr~ian rulc, and the 
amelioration of thc condition of what may, without any exaggera~ 
lion, be described u one of the worst governed people in the world. 

• • • • • • • 
We may now conclude with a short rcview of the .ubje<:ts 
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which had most forced themselve~ upon our attention during 
our stay in the country, for, in tht' course of a tour, brief ,though it 
way be, through the provinces, one is brought far more in con.ct 
with the people and thus enabled to obtain a far greater insight 
into the domestic politics of the country, and arrive at a much 
clearer comprehension of the relations existing between the 
central authority, the governors of the variolls district;, and the 
populations over which they rule, than would be the case by a 
protracted reSidence in the capital, where the Shah is the main 
object of general attention, and the intrigues or disputes of the 
officials and favourites by whom he is surrounded the principal 
:-uhject of discussion. 

It appeared t..> us that the regions defined politically under the 
comprehensive designation of "The Pc.-rsian Empire" might he 
sC'parated both geographically and ~thnographieal1y into thn-e 
great divisions, which differ entirely from one another oIS to theI r 

physicJ\ attributes and the character and origin of the population 
fuund residlllg in them, n.1mely, ' '''" 

I. The northern portion bordering upon the Russian Frontier 
anu indudlllg the following provmce5 ;-

A7,arbaijan. Mazandaran. 
Gilan. Khorassan. 

2. Th~' central alld eastern portion induuing the provinces of' 
T t:heran. Farsistan. 
I sphan. Kerman. 

L arislan. 
3. The western portion bordering upon the Turkish frontier. 
Of these divisions the first constitutes by far the most valuable 

and productive portiOn of the country whether con~ideration be 

had of the variety and abuodaoce of the natural resources roJl
rained thtrein or the facilities offered for the development of the 
same. This is particularly the cue with the provinces of Gilan 
aod Mazandaran, whkh comprise the mountain ranges of tbe 
Elburz, and the plains which now extend from their bilSCS to the 
margin of the Caspian Sea, in consequence of the gradual retroces-
~ion of its waters from their surface. . 

South of the Elburz Mountains the landscape completely 
changes its aspect ; the limit of the rainfall and its elf'ects 
upon the appearance of the country being as marked as in 
the cur" of the districts north of the Himalayan Mount,,;n" 
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or ~ast of the ranges of the Ghats In India. When once 
these range!. have been crossed the rainfall becomes scanty and 
ull. e1iable, while the sprin~ arc few and fa r between , Instead of 
slopes covered with dense forests, succeeded by plains of almost 
impenetrable jungle which stretch as far as the cyt" can reach to the 
edge of the Caspian Sea, as is the aspect presented from the summit<.. 
of the Elburz Mountains when viewtd towards the Ilorth ; that 
presented toward~ the south is one of barren mountain sidell desti. 
tute of any signs of vegetation, except the scantiest sprinkling of 
grass, such as, even after thc melting of the snows when the most 
favourable conditions for its growth exist, i.~ hardly sufficient to give 
.1 tinge of the ( .. intest green to soften the dull monotony of the 
cdours presented by the bare roc~ and earth from alllidst which it 
springs. Beyond the bases, of the mountaiJlS themsdvt s extend 
vast plains, intersected by numerous ranges of mountains all pre_ 
senting the same desolate appearance, except in such .places as the 
appearance of : bri!!iant patch of green here and there at long 
intervals indicates the presellce of a stream, or procl';lims the fact 
that the inhabitants of the country have, hy the exertion of the 
most patient ind ustry, succcencd in rendering a sufficient supply 
')( water available fl)l the (""(tent of cultivation thu~ visible. 

The. western limit of the region which woul" come under this 
description may be said to be about the 50th degree of e:lst 
longitude. Thence it stretches to the frontier of Dc:luchistan. 
Its fertility, howeve·r, diminishes towards the east throughout it\ 
extent, of which an area of about 200,000 square miles is, as has 
been said, ~wa!lowed up in desert, which may be considered to be 
absolutely un productive tor any practical purposes. T o the west of 
this boundary the rainfall is more frequent and reliable, the 
mountain ranges are 1':10re numerous and attain a greater average 
heigbt, and the natural sources of water supply, such as springs, 
streams and ri vers, are more abundant. The mountains are in 
comequence clothed more or less with forest and unJcrwood, and 
their sides and the va!!eys between them afford capital graz.ing for 
cattle as well as far superior facilities for the cultivation of every 
species of crop. 

The population of tbe Per&ian Empire comprises, as is the 
caae with most Asiatic countries, rac.es of every variety of origin. 
Amongst these, however, there are three which stand prominently 
forward as conftituting by far the most numerous and important 
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p:>rtlon of the inhabItants of the conntry > these are respectively of 
Turkish, Arab and Iranian descent. 

It may be s~lld tbat the northern and western portions of "he 
EmpIre, where these march with the frontier of Russia and Turkey, 
contain mainly races of Turkish origin, but even here these are so 
intermingled, morc partIcularly in the latter case, with Vilrious other 
distinct and seml-lOdependent tribes, such as tbe Kurds, Bakhtiaris, 
Lun. and others, that It would be almost Impossible to d~1i.fle any 
extensIVe tract In tbese parts as the exclusive abode of one pa.rtlcular 

race. 
In the same way in the south, towards the Persian Guil~ various 

Arah tnbes predominate, and towards the eaHthose ofBeJuch ongin. 
Taking thus the three great dJVI~IOns into which the Empire 

has been roughly di"ided, it may be r~ma-ked that-
r. The northern diviSIOn contains mainly race! of Tartar 

or Turk!sh descent, 
2. The western division contains those of Turkish or Arab 

descent, lx,'sides various other WIld tribr~ whose origin it is diBil!:u]t to 
a!>Ccrtalfl, and whose presence among~t the other inhabitants, as well 
olS the inacces~ihle nature of the recesses which they inhabit amongst 
the mountains in this extremely broken portion of the country, 
has mainly contributed to its jolwless and unsettled condition. 

3. It IS only towards the central portion of the Empire that 
a large extent of country is found mhabited by a population 
showing Signs of a rommon origm, and this may be tak.en to he of 
Iranian descent, and such as would correspond to the Tajlks or 
Sarts of Central Asia. It is in this portion also that are to be seen 
the only reliCS of the ancient inhabitants of the country under 
whom it attained the degree of prosperity and consideration to 
which history has so often borne record. 

These are the U Guebers," as they have been termed by their 
Mahomedan conquerors, of whom a small community have been 
allowed to remain m the practice of their relig"," up to the present 
date, their headquart,ers being in and around the town of Yezd, 
about 200 miles east of Ispahan. This people, who are known to 
us as the" Fire Worshippers," are, as is well-know~ of the same 
origin as the ParsisofIndia, and, like the latter, have ahigh charac
ter for intelligence, honesty, industry and commercial instincta. 

The entire settled population of this region, with the exr:eprion 
of the Arab tribes sca.tten=d..bout in dUierent partI am~ 
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h is doubtless derived more or less from this race, though 
tem, ' " fth 
mixed with the blood of the invaders, for the majority 0 e 
\J\t.bitants are of a marked similarity of physiognomy, so much so 
rhJt it is almost impossible to distinguish a" Gucbcr') from any 

one else. It may thus be said to constitute a distinct nationality 
homogeneous within itself, but completely separated from the 
~urroundll1g races by every trait of appearance and national charac
ter, it is, moreovcl, one ofunduubted superiority to the~e in point 
of mtelligence and capability of progress Hl CIViliZatiOn, however 
much it may fall short of the' ,1 m" In phySiq ue ..Illd manly attnbutc,. 

These people, who may be dlstingt.l!Shcd oI~ (j the true Persians," 
<lyrear [0 be the only portiOn of the general popuLuiuli which I~ 

rxnscssed of nation .. l in~tiJlct~, 01 wh ich is tJpaL!. t,f rt'al!l.l ng 
that thev have an interest in thc 'mamtcnance of ordel, t he ell

courage:nc:nt of peaceful arts: and the \uppon of the con~titutrd 
authOri ties, whatever their falllllg~ may hi.: , and It I~ o 'oYi ng to the~e 
qualltic:s tll .. t t~ey have hcen able, by comhlll.ltJon and diplomacy 
and the exelcrse of their supcnor intclll,;elLcc, to keep under 
cofllrol the other morc warlike but lc~s civ lized and ~llltcd I,ICC~, 

The settled population of P{'rsia, howc\'er, of whatel'cr oTlgln 

it may be, comtltul<'S only a portton of Its iJll"lJbltJr't~ , for various 
regiorls withtll the hmJt\ of the Empire alc th,.. abodes of races 

'Inore or less nomadiC III their hJ.blts. and as ~lIch almo ... t unro]l

querably wild in their nature and completely insusceptible to all 
cJVllizing influences. These li ve habitl..Ill.lly \il a state of semi

ddiance of all constituted authority, the wh.ole being di ~ ti!lg; u is h

cd collcctiv't!iy from the ~ettled population by the title of" the 
l1yats" or "the Tribes:' 

The relations of those tribes generally toWards the central 
,Iuthority appear to be of so vague and undefined a description 
that it can M:arcely be said to a{Uount to more than a relucb.nt 
acquiescence in the restraints Impv;ed upon them by the 
cxiS[ing r6gimt. They are thus always upon the alert to 
take an active part in __ ny political disturbance that'may occur. 
or to profit by any opportunity which may prescot itself of a 
recurrence to their old lawless and predatory instincts, while it is 
G-nlr the fact of their internal disunion which prevents their consti. 
tuting permanently a greater element of danger to the wclJ..being 
of the country tban they do at present, 

AA the k Dyats" are by f<l.r the: most warlike portion of 
IS 



the population, It has always been the aim of malOOfl'tcnts or pre
tenders to any j)OsltlOn of authority to get them on their ! ide. 
For thc ~ame rea~on It ha~ been the policy of tht- reigrllng 

monarch to enlist a,~ many a~ possible of thcm individually in his 
service, and by fostering tribal jealousie~ and clisSl:nsioll5 amongst 
them in their homes [0 prcYeut their constituting so great a menace 
to the security of hiS position as might od':erwise be tht! case. 

In ~pite of the hctlon which is k.ept up of an administrative 
organisation based upon European lines, in which a separate 
minister is entrusted with the charge of each of rhe several 
branches of the public busincss,-the whole constituting collectively 
a council which would be available for the purpose of advising the 
Sovercign regard ing points of momentous mtcrest or those affect
ing the l:,TCnelal policy of the country...,.-, the Government of P ersia 
differs in nl' way from that of most OrientJ.l COuntriMt and is 
absolutely despotic in its char-dcter. The wi!! of the Sovereign or 
of the deputy appointed by him is tbe only law ~ognised, and 
from this there is no appeal. 

Thc position of anyone of rhe ministers or governors IS tnus 
enti rely depcudent upon the degrec of favour with which he IS 

regarded by the Shah, and a man who is to-<iay occupying a post of 
trust and u..nfi,lence,-honoured and courted by all around him-, 
may to-rnurrow find himself stript of all belonging to him, and' 
po~~it,ly submitt ed to what cannot but appear to a European the 
inlOlerahly humIlIating Jlunishment of the Bastinado, or thrown into 
prison. Not that 011 tllis account the least disgrace would attach 
to hml in aftcr-Ilfeon a change occurring in hi ~ circumstances, for as 
the Sovereign can bring anyone of his officials to the dust, so he 
can in the same way raisc him to morc than hi! former position of 
favour, and the lap!>c of a few days mar, unless he have been made 
away with in the meantime, see the victim of all thc!e mi!fortulte5 
more powerful than ever, while he him~elf may have the sati!fac
tion of looking 011 at the subjection of one of hi! rivals# or of 
those who had brought about his own temporary abasement, to 
the same experience! as he had gone through himself. 

In the same way the po!Iition of every official is entirely de
pendent upon the capricCli of his superior, whose navour ii, as • rule, 
more li\t.ely to be conciliated by pecuniary considerations than by 
any regarj for the we\\..being of thOle placed under bis dlarge. 

The llrovim:c assignl!1i to the nuc of a local goftrnor ma, be 
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said to be handed over to him t~ deal with ab501utely at his own 
discretion subject to the payment of an annual tribute, and so 
lont!; as this does not fail in amount or in regularity of payment, 
the only feature in his administration which would cam the 
disfavour Of suspicion of the central authority I'.'oldd be the fact 
of his becoming too popular amongst the local fX>puiation, or 
strengthening his military position beyond its lowest possible 
requirements, either of which circumstance would be considered 
to constitute a menace to the existing 1'Jgimt . 

The relations between the central authority, by which is meant 
the Shah and his favourites at the capital, ib deputies, and the 
populations over 'Nhich they rule, arc peculiar even for an Asiatic 
COlllltry,-whcre In any case all sorts of conflicting interests are 
found struggling for predominance in the national counsels-, 
for in Persia, owing to the disturbed character of its history ft,r 
many centuries past, and to the vilriety of the races comprised 
within the limits of the Empire, but little national feeling of any 
kind eli:ists, still'less such as would correspond to th~ loyalty of a 
European people towards their Sovereign. In consequence of the 
scattered nature of the population, which is spread over an 
;mmense area, out of all proportion with the aggregate (If 
its numbers, the Shah himself may be said en con~titutc little 
more than an ideal personage in the minds of the g,eatrr 
portion of those over whom he nominally rules, the more so that 
he seldom moves beyond the immcdi;;.te neighbourhood of his 
capital. In the out-lying provinces chl!lcfore the local governor 
is the person to whom all look as the supreme arbiter of their 
;nterests in the daily routine of life, or in any emergency that 
may arise. This is the more the case inasmuch as, owing to the 
great distanccs which iptervene between the capital and [he pro
vindal5Cats of government and the difficulties of communication 
between the same, the governor of a pro ;·jnce may, as has been 
pointed out, be said to occupy the position ~lmost of a tributary 
chief rather than of a local deputy responsible to the central 
authority for his conducr of the duties assigned to him. 

The monarchs who have successively ruled over the Persian 
Empire since the period of the Mahomedan invasion have never 
had any claim upon the loyalty I)f their subjects as being in their 
origin of royal or even noble descent; on the contrary the 
fOllRden of the several dynasties which have existed bave been 
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mere adventurers, who, by skilfully availing themselves of the 

opportunities which came in their way, have risen to positiom of 
trust :tnd illfluence under the Sovereign for the time being, Gnd 
have finally made use of the power thus acquired to oust their 

patrons and usurp their places. This is a fact so well recogni~ed 
that (or the too powelful mini~tc r or provincial govennr there is 
no altclnative but open rcbell ion or the scaffold • 

• • • • • • 
The forces which would constitute the military strength of 

Per~ia may be ulvl(lcd unurr twO categories, namely, the more or 
less traUled troops of \'011 ious dcscriptio:1S, and the irregular levies 
of the .t 11l'oltS" or semI-Independent w .. rli ke tribes. 

The lonner :UC, as a I u],:, of excellent In:ltcrial, being mostly of 
Turkish Orl"'lll, for the true Persr.m hols nc. ta~~e for warfale, and if o • 
thcl e should appear any chance of his bcillg called upon to risk his 
li fe in the ~crvice of IllS COUll try, he IS always willing to pay a hand
some sum to a member of some nationality, who~e tastes appeal 
to run more that way, to become his substitute on the oCCL~ion. 

If, however, til!: mJtcl ial be guod, the organization of the stand
Ing army, as this might he called, is about as bad as it couJcl be. 
for, though the hctwll is kept up of the tToops which constitute it 
bcin~ tra111ed and equipped after the model uf Europeoln soldiers, 
no dIscipline of any kind cxiq~ an,ollg5t them, wIllie the corrup"" 
tiOIl am ollg~t til\' admll1i~trative body and the higher officers is so 
great th;u tilt: m..: n thl'msclvcs rarely see the colour of their pay. 
As to anythillg in the ~hape of Supply Departments 110 such a 
hranch of the service cxist~ , except, perhaps, ill the imagination of 
Iho~e who draw the pay from the State for theu equipment. 

The troop~ which ale present in Teheran and thus kept under 
the eye of the Shah and the immediate supervision of the Euro
pean officers employe:!. by him, are of course serviceable to some 
extent, but even tlles~ are armed, trained, and equipped in such a 
varied and fantastic manner as to be quite incapable of acting in 

concert, and thus useless for any othet purpose than that of a 
mili tary spectacle or the suppression of some triRing disturbance. 
Amongst these, however, an exception must be made in favour of 
the cavalry, or rather mounted infantry, organized on the model 
of the Russian Cossacks and officered by Russians. TheBe are the 
only portion of the twops that have any pretence to being properly 
trained and equipped, and they are most excellent of their kind.; 
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the m CD are smart looking and of excellent physique; they are &aid 
to be mostly possessed of some private means, and they thus present 
a cnarked c:ont ra<;l in their appearance to that of the poor hal(R 
starved privates of the other regiments; the h,)(ses 3rc small but 
well kept, and the whole turn-out is a thoroughly seJ"/iceablc onc. 

Apart from other considerations, which would not inciUle one 
to look upon this body with quite such fayorable cyes,-for it 

constitutes the nucleus of what mig;ht he expanded to the prc~cncc 

of a strong and compact Russian force in the Persian capital, which 
is a fact not without a cert.un .. mount of menace to our national 
interests - , its existence is of the greatest importance to the 
Ecropcan rcsid'.!nts tl-tcrc, a~ it is the only portion of the troops 
which could be relied upon for th~ir protection in ca:;{" of a gener.!.l 
risi;}!!: of the population, :Ln9 this is a contingency that is alway~ 
pos~ihle among-ot a Mahomedan population, and more particularly 
~o i.1 Persia under existing circumstances . 

OWlllg to Lhc great dliitances intcI vening between the capi tal 
and the cJl1ef towns of the sevcral Provinces, and. the unruh ness 
of the population in many parts, each provinCIal governor is 
obliged to entert.!.1n a ccrtain number of troops in Older to main
tain order and to prote!.t hiS own person . In former d.!.}'s .t 

governor used to be allowed great licen sc 1Il lhie respect, and he 
u<t:d to take a pride in tn.l.i ntainlllg a~ many troops a~ po~l>ib!e hy 
way of adding to his own dIgnity and importance; the local forces 
of the several provinces thus contributed collectively in 110 small 
degree to the military strength of tllC Empire. 

It h.ls, however, heeome the pollcy of the present Shah and his 
fa vourites to concentrate as much of the power a~ is poSSIble III the 
capital, and WIth this object the force~ of the local govern ment 
have'been reduced to the lowest possible number consistent with the 
maintenance of order, and a proportionate decrease in the number 
of troops available for national purpose~ has been the result. 

The "Ilyats" are an element of the population which, however 
troublesome in time of peace: would be a most important contribu
tion to the national strength in time of war, from the fact that each 
man among!lt them is by bir::h and tastes a soldier, and that they 
would each and ail be only too delighted as a rule to find any pretext 
for sallying forth from their faatnesses to join " con anfQre" in .lOy 
disturbance that might arise, Thus, iIl-equipped and utterly devoid 
of any organization as they are, still owing to their" mora1e" and 
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<, physique," and proficiency in all 'the methods of Asiatic warfare, 

they would contribute rar more to the strength of the military 
po~;tion, on any occasion on which the national forces wouldcbe 
called out to repel a common enemy, than the actnal stand ing 
army of the Empire. 

Unfortunately, owing .to the general ill-faith and injudicious 
policy of the reigning dynasty, the good feeling of thi ; import
ant sect ion of the armed population has been comple~dy es
tranged, and it is doubtful whether the present Shah could, what
ever might be the degree of the emergency which presented itself, 
rally any but an inconsiderable number of these warlike races 
round his standard. 

• • • • • • • 
As instances of the distances to be travdlcd and the delay wh it'h 

would have to be inc urred in send ing troops from the CapI tal fi) 

repress any seri ous local disturbance, it may be observed that 
Meshed IS d l~tan t about 500 miles by road from T eheran, that it , 
would tak.e a traveller marching by regular stages nearly a V\onth 
to traverse the distance, ~nd that supplies of provisions and water 
are so scanty along the route that no considerable body of men 
could move by it without previous arrangement. The same may 
be l>aid of Kerman, Tabbas, and Qther out-lying districts, hut to a 
greater extent, the dIstances being; longer, and the intervening 
country equally, If oot morc, desutute of supplies. 

It should be not ':rl that si nce no roads of any kind exist in the 
country be)'ond the twO which I have deo;cnbed, as leading res
pectively from Teheran to Kum and to K asvin, wheekd traffic 
may be said to be practically unknown; consequently all baggage 
and ~upplies of Comml~~ariat stores and ammunition would have 
to be conveyed upon the baclcs of mules and camels. As to 
art illery nothing beyond the calibre of moumain guns could be 
transported th rough any pomou to be traversed beyond the same 
hmH5. 
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1 VISIT TO TRANS-OASPlA IN 1890. 

SUCH a cloud of mystery has from time immemorial involved 
the regions comprised under the somewhat vague designation 
uf Central A~la, and so many misconcept ions exist regal ding that 
1'01 tion of them which ha~ come under Russian rule, that it 
appears to me to be most dCSlrable that any onc who has visi ted 
tho~c parts and thus had an opportunity of judgillg, however 
superficially, for himself, should do his best t(l convey to the public 
his ... nbi a~sed im pressions ori the subjects which have come under 
his notice, and this all the more that the general vagueness of 
the information obtairoable hItherto on these points and the 
var;ous miscon'ccptions ansing therefrom, have formed the great 
obstacles to a sat isfaC"tory mutual understanding between the two 
great European Powers, whIch should be working together in 
unison for the ameliuJation nf the condnions of the asiatic popu
lations wh ich PrOVIdence and their own j.ldi"inual energy and 

' cnterprise have brought under thcir ~pcct1Ve rules, instead of, ~<; 
h.lS been tOO unfortunately the case mure often hItherto, watchlllg 
one another's progress With jealousy and distrust. and making usc 
of every available opportuillty of criticIzing unfavour.abJy the 
results. ami deprcciaung or misrepresenting the motIves of one 
another's .policy. 

There is but little doubt that the remoteness and inaccessibility 
of these regions has h(.'en a great temptation to the few European 
travellers who have succeeded in penetrating to them in past times 
to draw upon theLr imaginatIOns a good deal in their descriptions 
of what they had see n on their return to their homes, and the 
ground has been prep;trcd for such exaggeration on their part 
by the daring hypcrlx>lisms with which the various Oriental 
writen on Central Asian matters have- doubtless with a view to 
c'urrying favou r with the 5e\'eral despots at whose Courts they 
rcsided-depu::ted the wonders and magnificence lO be found 
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there. T o an Anglo-Indian, for instance, it is difficult to under
stand on what grounds anyone of the ruined cities contai l1td 
within the district of Old M\!rv could have ~n Imagined to be 
deserving of such a superlatively pretentious title as that of 
U Shah-i-Jahan," or "Queen of the World"; thi! ti tle h , 
however, only a degree more audacious in the claim; which it 
ad\'3IlCC5 dUll that assIgned to the now existing city of Bolchara 
of " Al Sherif" or the ., Noble." A s a matter of fact, the cit,. 
of Bokhara doc, not, in the pre~cnt , con~t itutc h;.l( as fine a town 
as, say. Ahmedabad, or a hundred similar cities in India, and has 
no traCCl> of any prctcmions to former grandeur that could bear 

comparison wit h Ihose to be fouryd within or in the neighbour
hood of thc,c lattel, while therc IS ,!othing to De seen about -he 
.cmallls of the ruined Cltle~ of Merv, which would lead one to 
~uppose thJ.t those III thc pan were auy lal ger or finer than the 
city of llokharJ. I!> In the prc~nt UrnI.'. It is, indeed, fortunate 
alike for the outsIde world and for tho~e more Im~ediat~ con_ 
cerned that the mIst of agc~ which has hitherto imparted a fictitious 
glamour to these region~, from the mysterious inlerest attaehlllg 
t o thf' \'aC;ue outlines viSIble from dint' 10 timc through it, ~hould 
now be bcglllnrng to mc and dissoh·c in eamest, thanks to 
the introduclIoll of the railway and the electnc light, for 
thcs~ plOsaic ::.nd uncompromIsing revcaJers of fdctl> have 
~hown that, what appeared III the d , ~ tal1cc to be a mirage 
of Oriental ,plcndoul and lUXUriance, is, in rCillity, nothing 
but a repetition of the squalor and !>on.hdness chancteristic of 
most A~latic countries. 

In thc caS<' of the city of Dokhara the beauty of the 
lineaments of its outline are still, as far as the organs of 
~ight and SCCDt ate concerned, a great deal tOO pronounced 
to suit European tastes, for a more filthy and neglected 
town could hardly be secn anywhere, even In a Native State in 
India, while th ere i ~ stlll enough remaining of the ruined citi~s of 
Mcrv to givc all idca of how aoomin.ble must have been theit 
condition In th~ past. Tra\'~II~rs to these parts. likc thosfO. to all 
out-of-thc·way places, have, in fact, been ashamed to come back 
tu lhcir hurnes WJthuut wmc wonderful tales to tell of what they 
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had scen, and have, in consequence, been prepared to see wonders 
and eeauties where no sULh ('xisted except 10 tllcir imagination . 
Samarcand i~ in reality the only city in Central ASIa that has any 
fine remains which would braT witness to lt~ fl)fllIcr grandeur, 
and these, dilapidated as is their present conditIOn, after tIle wear 
and tear of many ages, arc undoubtedly still most imposing in the 
spectacle which thry present. 

Again, were it not that all such exaggerations arc chalactelistic 
o f ASiatiCS, it would fill Oil.:: with wonder to think of the extr,lVa

ganee of the term~ in which the old wnters have described the 
populousness and natural resources of thc~e supposed ly fJ. voured 

rcbions. 
There is nothmg about the districts now comprehensively desig

nated as Tran:.-Ca<;pia, that ~s, the legion stretching east frOin 
the banks of the Caspi,m Sea to the borders of China and Afghan
istan, which would lead orle to believe that they have ever been 
much more thic\Jy inhabited than they are now; the existing 
villages are but few and far between, even In the most favoured 
portions, and ,there are hardly any signs that they ever could hal'e 
i.teen very much morc nUlllcrOU5 m the past. If mdeed the ruined 
cities of Bairam Ali am] Suhan Sanjar in the Mcrv l.hstnct afC to 
Ik taken as any criterion of the tormer populo/saess ot tliest;' 

regions, then the only deduction to be drawn from a careful 
inspect. on of their Si teS is, that the population In the past must 
have been infinitely less than what It IS popularly imagined to 
have been, far, neither of these ruined cities cover an extent of 
ground one-half as great al> that occupied by the present city of 
liok.hara, and it is difficult to imagine that either of them could 
have contained a popl'lar'on exceeding at the utmost 50,000 to 
60,000 persons, crowded together,4IS these would natur.a1Jy be, in 
an Asiatic town, in a way which wu:rld be impossible with 
Europeans. 

Beyond this it is obvious tttat to maintain such a numerous 
population as is supposed to have existed in this neighbourhood 
:n bygone agel, a very extensive area of cultivated land would 
be required) wherus, whatevcr may be the degree of fcrtl lity 
~ the soil, and there is no question that this is most astollish-

" 
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Ing in places, the anlount of water supply 3vailabk-without 
which the richest soil is as valueless and incapahle of suppcwting 
life as the sands of the desert-is limited in the extreme, while 
there is nothing to be seen which would impress one with a belief 
that it was ever vcry much morc abundant in past times than it 
IS now. 

The only ri\'crs available for irrigation are the Oxus, the 
Zarafshan, the .MurglJab and ~ome minor streams; of these the 
Oxus and the Zar:o.fshan both appear to be stream<; which 
it would be most difficult to make U~e of for thiS purpose, 
owing to the fact that they pal take more of the nature 
of moun tain torrents than of steadily flowing rivers. Their 
beds are broad and shallow 'and choked up with the debris of 
sand and shingle which is carried ;nto them by the hea\'y Rood. 
which periodically rush through them on the occasion of the 
melting of the SIlOM at their sources amongst the highlands of 
the Pamir or the mountains of the H indoo Kh~sh, a"d which 
not only fill their ch.mnel~ but wander wildly over the country on 
either margin, thus making all attempts at retaining the main 
volume of the river withill a fixed course well nigh impracticable. 
At other times the beds of these rivers contain an almost indefi
nite number of separate streams which seldom unite but wandct 
about indepemtently amongst a complete labyrinth of ridges and 
sandbanks, such as must ever effc:crually preclude the possibility 
of their waters being made u~c of to ally practical extent for pur
poses of navigation. It is thus easy to see how ver)! difficult it 
would be to evolve any such extensive schtme of irrigation from 
the waters of these rivers as would materially alter the character 
of the country through which their courses lie. In the C;ol3e of the 
Oxus, it might be said to be ¥most impo~iblc to carry out an 
enterprise of this nature except on ·such a limited scale that the 
advantages thus to be gained from its watcu would be almost in~ 
finitesimal compared with their volume, while in that of the 
Zarafshan, the bel'lefiu actually derived from this stream have 
been much exaggerated in the past, and indeed up to quite recent 
days. The hyperbolism implied by the epithet ZarnlShan or 
"Gold-icatterer" is on a par with that which has been made use 



of in describlllg Bokhara as "the Noble," and Merv as (, the 
QUf»n of the World;" It is thoroughly Oriental ill its character, 
and must be taken to imply not a liver that spreJ.ds ally great 
amount of wealth over a large extent of country, but OIlC along 
the banks of which a limited stretch of highly cultivatld land 
has sprung up in an otherwise bJ.rren and desolate region; If one 
may compare mole-hills to mountains, the relation ofthe ZarafshJ.n 
and the area irrigated by its waters to the deserts through which il 
Rows, present very much the Same aspect as m .. y be seen III the case 
ofche Indus in Sind, or in that of the NIle above Cairo in Egypt. In 
the same way the size of both the Oxus and the Zaraf~han hJ.ve 
been very much exaggerated, for the bed of the nxus, though 
stretching over an immense breadth, did not appcJ.r to me to 
oonta;n one-quarter of the' volume of water of the Indus or 
Gange~, while the Zarafshan, at the time I saw it, ~lear SJ.mar
cand, consisted of half a dozen aJ,tlllct 'treJ.m~ wandering 
throoJgh a waste'of sand and shingle, none of whic~ werc morc 
than about two or three feet ill depth. Altogether the extent of 
land Irrigated from this stream IS extremely limited, in com
parison with that whllh i ~ lying waHC from walll of Irrigation, 
and the productive capabilitics of this dlstllC[ ~cemed to me to Ill: 
greatly overrated, unless it were possible to find some lJ1Cll1.l 

of much enlarging [he present area of cultivation; that thh 
would be possible to some extent by a more careful manage
ment of the water supply is doubtless the case; hut it must be 
taken into ,onsiderarion that even if this were donc, and the 
difficulties resulting from the shallowness of die channels con
~tituting this river, and their liability to be torn up periodically by 
J.eavy floods, were over::ome, the valley through which the river 
Rows is itselflimited, its area hculg confined on either side hy 
highlands arad mountain ranges. 

The length of the Samarcand Valley is about tifty miles, while 
its average breadth must be not less than thirty miles; this would 
give an area of about 1.500 square miles of irrigated or irrigaule 
land, and, as far as could be judged from such superficial observa
tiona as could be made without exploring the dlStricl, this would 
be about the amount actually brought under cultivation. !n 



Bokharan termof}, the surface of the ground in the neighbourhood 
of the line of 1 all appeared to be suited to purpo~es <)f irri~tioll 

on a much more extenSIVe sCJ.le, as here the mountains and 
highlands receded to a clistance from the course of the rivet, 
leaving in their place extemive plain~; but here again the supply 
of water IS eVidently f.u inferior to that procurable in the Samar
cand Valley and quite insuffiCIent for the !leeds of the !attn actually 
under cultt vation, let alone th e posslbdlty of extending [his area. 
This is probJ.bly owing to the fact that the RussiJ.ns, being in 
command of the SOUfC1f' of the stream, naturally make every 
proviSion that the requirements of their own immediate ~ \Ibjects 
should be 'uppllC'<l to the full befure pa~slllg on the wolter required 
for thelt dependent the Amlf of Bokh.!ra. 

I have dwelt upon the POint of die actual and possible capJ.bili~ 

ties of these dtstncts more particularly for two reJ.sons; fir~ t1y, 

because thcre appear to be no grounds for beheving that they e /er 
were much more productive in the past, or thus ' c:lpa~ of su~ 
portmg a mueh hrger populatIOn than IS now found mhabit
ing them j from which It follows that the accounts of the tens 
and hundreds of thousands ~laughtered by the Tartar and other 
invader~, ~uch as ] cnghlz Khan and Tamerlane, must holve been 
mere Oriental exaggerations ; and secondly, because much stre!i'S 
has been laid upon the supposed abundance of the resources of 
all kmd to be '-ound in them, sudl as It was imagined would be 
suffiCient to tender RU~~la Independent of any necessity of relying· 
upon ~upplies to be plocun::d from Europe, and thus constit ute for 
her a fresh ba~c upon the very borders of Afghanistan, in the 
event of her seriously colltcmplating an onward move illto that 
country or tOWoIrds India. 

The amount of water available from the minor streams which 
R.ow through the severJ.I oasis of Merv, T ejend, Kizil Arvat, etc" 
appears, as hAS been stated, to be very limited as com pitted with 
the vast extent of land which might be made use of for purposes 
of cultivation, were a more abundant supply forthcoming, The 
whole of the region extending from Kizil Arvat to Merv .possesses 
soil of ull<juestionably the most wonderfully fertile nature, and, 
were the ramfall heavier, or were it traversed by larger streams, 
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it would m()~t prohably become in cour~e of tIme, as its populatioll 
tncreasctl, a very cxcevtionally productive tract of country; hut 
while its rainfall is insufficient :wd unreliable for agricultural 
purpose5. there appears to be no possibility of plocuring such. a 
supply of water a, would give a chance of a full dcvdopmcnt to 
the intrinsic capabilities of the soil. A mon: careful Illatl:lgc

ment of the present supply would indeed doubtless give an 
immense increase to the extent of land now under cultivation; 
still such an increast: wOl1ld be but ~maH compared WIth what 
mIght be posSIble, were a sufficieft ,olumc of water available 
for this purpose; but, whereas it would require an Indus or a 
Ganges to g,ve these regions a fair chance ()f showing their 
powers of production, the only streams existmg for this purpose 
are the Murghah and others of a similar caltbre; of which the 
Murghab, as seen at Merv, does not appear to contain a greater 
volume of watel thim say the Wye at t-Ierdord. It i~ true that 
the RUbsi alh are a people that are not to be da4ntcd by difficulties, 
and they have shown their determination co make the most of the 
resource~ contained in their recent acquiSitions in Centl.!.l A sia hy 
the vanou~ wurks of construction and enginccrlJlg willch they 
have taken in hand, and, should they suer-red In renderlJlg the 
whole volume of the water of thiS river availablc for I'urp'.~($ of 
irrigation, according to thclr present schemls, a very large increase 
of cultivation wll1 ensue in the Merv oasis at any rate; but even 
then, thl~ extent would be but a drop in the ocean, compdred 
with ttlc thousand~ of square miles of nch swl stretching th..:ncc 
towards the Caspian, of which, as far as one may judge, it wlll 
never bl:. pos~ible to render but a comparatively sm ... 11 portion, ot 
any practical use 'or the support of ~uman life. 

While on this subject, It may be mentioned that the term a:ujs 
is somewhat of a misnomer as ah,licd to the bcveral cultivated 
tracts distinguished as Merv. Tcjend. A.k.hal Tcppe, Klzil Arvat, 
etc., as by its use it is ge:lerally imphed that the tract ~urroundjllg 
such an IQsis of m":'fe or le~s watered land is of the nature of sands 
or desert, utterly ins\lscC'ptihle of cultivation under the most 
favourable cucumstances j whereas, ill the case of the region 
extending from Kizil Arvat to Merv, the soil I~ throughout th iS 
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extent equally remar:C able for it, fertility wnerever wat(' r can be 
found, as is shown by the luxuri.Ulce of the glOwtb of glass i. 
places where water has accumulated . In spring, moreover, after 
the winter rains and the mclting of the snow, it is clothed all over 
with dense verdure, of which the trace~ may still be sr.en even 
at the end of the hot season, in the debris ot withered !~rass and 
dried·up stalks with which the surf.!ee of the ground is httcrro. 

The fanatical and turbulent demeanour of the inhabitant~ of 
Central ASIa, partlculady of those of Hokhara) is another myth 
which has been elltlrely dune awJ.Y with by a more ,ntimate 
acquaintance with these populatiom: and a more careful appreci
ation of the poqtioll which their European CU/lqueror~ have 
acquired among~t them. To unde'rstand how this is the ca!e, ' t 
is necessary to notice briefly the diStinctions between the several 
races found in these parts; these may be diVided into those of 
Persian, Tartar and Turki~h descent. The KITghiz constitute the 
Tartar element, the Tajiks that of Aryan or PersIan d~cent, 
while the Usbcgs are Turcomans of the .ame origm ilS the 
inhabitants of Merv, Tejend, Akhal Teppe, and the territory 
reaching to the Caspian, not to s.ly the Turks themselves of 
Istambul, dnd Ihc so·miscalled Mogul conquerors of Ind ia. A 
very . hort stay in Samarcand or Bokhara is ~ufficienc to cnJblc any 
one accustomed tu as~oci,lting with Asiatic pcopJc~ to dt~tinguish 
between these raCe!> by their ph}'sieal characteristics and modes of 
li fe. The Tilj ik~ or Sarts, :., they arc cal!ed indifferently, consti
tute the town population, and al! speak Persian; they appear a 
docile, hardworking people; the majority of tho~e inhabiting the 
towns are engaged in various forms of trade and mercantile 
pUI suits; besides those in Samarcand itself, great numbers are I!'n
played in the households of the European residents there, Ul every 
sort of work, domestic or otherWIse. The servants are all 
Tajiks, so are the gardeners, bakers, butchers, labourers, etc., etC'. 
The Usbcgs and the KirghiL on the other hand speak mostly 
only Turki ilnd Tartar; they constitute the rural population, and 
seldom visit the tOWllS except upon market days; they arc;. of 
quite a different temperament to that of the Tajiks, being less 
t.ommercial in their tastes) and more reserved in their demeanour 
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towards Europeans; that they are of perfectly distinct origin is 
:trpar~nt from their phYl>iognomy, the features of the Kirghiz. 
being markedly of the Mongolian nr T artar type, while there is 
nothing about those of the Usbcg to distinguish him from the 
ordinary Turcomall or Turk:; they keep completely d,stinct from 
one another moreover, living in separate villages, dnd do not, a~ I 
was informed, ever intermarry. How then such a meaningless 
term as that of Turko..Tartar as a comprehensive designation for 
these races ever came lJ lto existence, it i~ difficult to Imagine: it 
would be almost as sensible to describe the mhabitants of Wales 
;15 an Anglo-Welsh race, indeed a gn:at deal more so, for these 
races do intermarry, whereas the Usbcgs and Klrghiz do not. 

A .. regards the populatio,n or Bokhara itself, it differs in no 
material respect from that of Samarcand; the town population 
is composed main ly of Tajiks, who, as I have said, are a quiet, 
industrious people, while the rural popu lation is composed al
most excl~sively of Usbeg Turcomans, who have no more 
l)Cculiar attributes of fanaticism or lerocity in their character 
than their fellow·countrymen in the adjacent districts directly 
under Russian rule. The evil character which Bokhara 
has gained amongst Europeans is 'Hcrely owing to the 
fact of the former remoteness and inaccessibihty of its 
position, and the consequent immunity which successive tyrants 
ruling there have enjoyed from any retribution for their 
atrocious treatm en t of such hapless European travellers as 
may h'\,ve fallen into their hand. from time to time. Now that 
thei r relative positions bave been changed, and tbe European 
has become the master of the p<"lsition, the whole population 
has apparently ;,ccepted the altered state ot: affairs, in the 
same way as would be the case with any other Asiatic 
people; and, while the ruler has become a mere pupper, his 
subjects have every appearance of fully appredating the benefits 
to be derived from the cb;mge of regime, and to be quite prepared 
to transfer their aUegiance to the de {acta ruling element, as 
soon as they may be permitted to do so, In tbe meantime they 

. are contented to continue their recognition of the nominal ruler 
as being the accepted medium of communication with the fonner : 
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a~ to any patriotic wish for lIldepc"dencr, or fanatical aversi(ln to 
the F,rillghi, I do not believe that such feelings exist, hr to ail 
accounts the principal ambition of the greater part is, hy any 
pretex t which can be adduced, to obtain the privilege of natura
lization as Ru.sian subjC'Cts for the slIke of the benefits which it 
conreN, while numbers of Russian tradesmen and merchants oc 
cupy houses in various parts of the t OWII, and live amongst their 
Mussulman neighbours with as much apparent confidence and 
security as if they were in IhC';r own country. No greater proof 
of the absolttte confidence which the Russian Government has in 
the demeanour of the population of Bokhara could be found ti',.n 
In the fact that the Political Resident there occupies quarters in 
the very mid .. t of the town with :l g:Jard of only twenty 
C ms:ld" maintained evidently marc' for ~how' than for pro
t ect ion, as the only troops procurable, in case of any emcute 
or disturbance, would be from Samarc:and, whence they could not 
be brought under a del:ay of at least twenty-four h'our!., The 
Bokh;1ra. or history, with its horrible associations of the suIFerings 
endured there by our own fellow<ountr)'men, may thus be 
conSidered as completely a myth of the past as any Greek: legend; 
it orol)' existcd at all in the Irght in whicb it appeared in p;tst ;tge" 
oWing to it:. inaccessiblhty and the consequent impos.'>ibility of 
bringing anything more than a moral influence to bear upon it,-a 
fact which its barb"rou~ rulers were fully aWolTe of. Now that it 
is traversed by roads and ra;lway~ , and overawed by European 
troops, it is not different from any part of the Ind ia of the present, 
and we, of all nations, are the last that shOlild indulge in maudlin 
and sentimental regrets over the barbarities and abomination, of 
the regim(\ which has ceased to exist ; rather should we offer oor 
heany congratulations to the introducers of the change as bene
factors, to no slight extent of the human race. 

The difficulties attending the construction of the line of rail 
from the Caspian to Samarcaml, and its maintenance in efficient 
working order, would appear to have been alike made too 
much of. That it evinced a spirit of the greatest resoJution 
and enterprise to commence a worle of su.cb a magnitude, 
through so barren and apparently profitless a region, is beyond 
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<juestion; but once that the work had been commenced, the 
onl~difficul[y to be encountered was in bringing forward the 
materials from Europe, and, as far as the line beyond 
Askabad was concerned, laying them down with sufficient 
speed to attain the object required, which undoubtedly at the 
time was of a strategic nature, for the course taken as far 
as the Merv oasis is over country as level as the plains of the 
Punjaub, with the exception of the first thirty or forty miles. 
The only real difficulty elll;oUlHeted ,has been in the crossing the 
tract of country intervening between tne Merv oasis and the banks 
f)f the Oxus. For the first sixty miles or so of this extent, the 
sand hills of which it is composed, are stationary, and evidently in 
the spring covered with rank. vegetation, the remnants of which 
could be seen in the witherea grass and stalks of plants with which 
the surface was strewn. Underneath the surface too,. where it had 
been cut through, could be seen a layer of closely matted roots, 
which extended' to a depth of from two or three fect,in most places; 
the obstacle offered to the carrying of the line of rail through these 
sand; must, to all appearance, have been triRlng. After traversing 
these, the railway entcrs upon what are termcd the '4 Moving 
sands," that is, those which, throughout the ycar

l 
arc destitute of any 

·vegetation at all such as would bind them together, and alc thL!s 
in constant motion, being wafted to and fro, according to the 
quarter from which' the wind happens to be blowing at the time. 
These, in the first case, must have occasioned a great deal of 
trouble in {he laying down of the line, but now that this has been 
completed, and, moreovcr, well ballasted throughout, they present 
no funher obstacle to the progress of the trains, as r was assured 
hy several Rus9ian enS;ineen, than does the snow in the winter in 
most parts of Russia. In any case, the delay resulting from all 
accumulation of sand upon this pordon of the line, which only 
txtends for about thirty to forty miles, would not be of marc than 
a few hours' duration. Whatever may have been the condition 
of this railway a year or two ago, it is now, [0 all appearance, 
most solidly and substantially constructed throughout the whole 
distance:. This is probably olVing to the fllct that the Russians 
have' been worlc.ing steadily to improve it bit by bit, ever since ita 

" 
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fiN open ing for traffic; it i~ not indeed metalled throughout, but 
thIs has been don e wherever there appeared to be any urgena ne
cessity for it, as, for instance, through the stretches of sand referred . 
to; and, doubtless, this work WIll be carried out gradually through 
its whole extent, as quantities of material were being quarried at 
various places, apparently for this purpose. 

The weak pomt about the communication by rail i~, a, would 
be expected, the bridge over the Ox us, whi '.:h, being constructed 
ent1rely of wood, must necessarily be liable to break clown at any 
time in case of a Rood, or in the c ',ent of its being exposed to 
any abnormal strain; hut such all occurrence would not break 
off the cOlll1ection with Samarcand to any serious exte'lt, as 
abundance of roHing ~tock and matelial ;5 (l.VJ.ibble on the fur~ 

ther side of the river, and passengers and goods could easily be 
conveyed across by boats. In any case, the interruption to through 
trafficoccaSJOncd by such an occurrence would be only of a tC'llpor .. ry 

chalactcr, for the very"fact of the bridge being made of wOQd, wou:d 
facilitate Its repair, abundant supplies of thiS material being kept in 
store for the purpose. The important part which this railway 
has played, independently of all other considerations, III consol i~ 

dating the newly_acquired terntories through which it passc~, and 
pac.ifying the population contained therein, is beyond all esti.: 
matlOn. As we have had ample experience of it in India and other 
simdar parts of our possessions, the introduction of a railway acts 
like magic, in l educing to order the most turbulent and trouble
some races, and such has been the case with the Tur,coman and 
other inhabitants of these parts. Already cowed by sanguinary 
and disastrous conflicts, the civilizing influences of the railway 
and other innovations seem to have reduced them to a ft':1Jy and 
willing submission to the rule of their conquerors, and completely 
diveneJ their thoughts from the old channels of rapine and 
bloodshed in which they had run fOf cellluries, to the peaceful 
occupations of agriculture and commerce. The trains now 
traverse the entire distanc~ of nine hundred miles from Uzun 
Ada to Samarcand in three days and two nights, or ahQut .ixty 
hours, and thus average a speed of fifteen miles an hour, including 
stoppages, or a running speed of about twenty mile. an hour. 
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This pace must frequently be exceeded, as the delays at the 
sta"ons are very long, so that (r'lm time to time a speed of quite 
thirty miles must have been attained; th"re cannot thus be much 
that is faulty about the construction of a Ime of rail, which ('an 
bear constant heavy trainS running over it at thl~ rate. 

The excursion of which I was a member Was conducted uncle! 
the management of the Compagme Intcrnationale des Wagons 
Lies, and nothing would offer a greater contrast to the cxpcrit"nces 
of former travellers, or furnj~h a ~tronger proof of the altered 
condition of affaio now existing) than the ease and comfort which 
characteti'l.ed It throughout. From the moment of leavmg Paris 
till that of arriving at Samarcand, the only hard~hip to be 
encountered was that of changing' from one comfortable, not to 
say luxunous, sleeplllg car 'or sdloon carriage to another, or to 
the saloon of a steamer. It seemed, indeed, as onc pas!led station 
after station on tht Trans-Caspian Rallw3Y and allghtcd for 
a cup of tea !t that of Geok Teppe, or to breakfast, lunch, 
or ullle, as the case might be, at those of Merv, Amu Darya, and 
'Bokhara, and found there well~built and carcfully·kept st.!tions 
surrounded by bright little gardens, and contailllllg all the neces
sary appurtenances of wditlllg-rooms, rcfJ .. ;hment-room~ , ctc., 

• hardly poSSible to realize the fdct that but a few years had cl .. p~e'd 
since some of these had been the scenes of the most desperate and 
sangulflary encounters between the introducers of all these modern 
inno\ations and the barbarous inhabitants of the country, while 
others ha~ only been visited at the risk of thm lives by a few 
daring and intrepid expk,rers. Such, however, is the magic in
Ruence of modern science and ciVilization that, hke a fairy wand, 
it reduces in a mome'1t, as it were, the most savage and turbulent 
specimens of the human race to p<'ace 2nd submission, and causes 
houses and gardens and fountains to Syrwg out of the very sands 
of the desert at in tou.ch. 

Comparatively little inte~t would be aroused in the breast of 
the traveller whose object it is to study the resources of the country 
and the social condition of its inhilbitants, until he finds himself 
approaching the Kizil A rvat oasis, where, after traversing a weary 
Welch of sand and desert, such as is calculated to predispose him 
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against the region to which he is receiving such an unproMi!ing 
introduction, he mak.es his first acquaintance wIth the Tr.ns
Caspian territory under its more favourable aspect; passing through 
patches of cultivated ground irrigated by streams of running 
water, he may descry far, far away in the dist;.\ncc, a jet 
rising from a fountain, which thus marks the position of the 
station. Here is a great railway dep6t and changing station 
for engines, whIch, if the traveller'~ approach be made by 
night, he will find all lighted up by the electric I.ght. The 
country through which the IlJle of r:til passes from thi$ point 
onwards a~ far as Merv, reminds one very strongly of that tra
versed by the r:1ilway between Jacobabad and Sibi in Upper Sind, 
or Kutchi, as this particular portion , i~ .alled. On one side the 
landscape is closed in by barren storm..swept ranges of mountains 
rising almost precipitously out of the plains, absolutely destitute, 
as far as is discernible, of the slightest trace of v~tation, while, 
on the other s,de, a boundless expanse of level ground"'stretchc3 
away to the honzon, a.i far as ever the eye can reach. without 
a hillock: or a tree of any dimensions to break the monotony, 
of the view. The soli of these plaim, moreover, seemed to be of 
a quality very similar to that of the Pat-as the vast extents of 
unculuvated land so familiar to the dweller in Sind are called-and,' 
like the latter, apparently was possessed of the most extraordinary 
productive properties, for wherever water was available, appeared 
flouri~hing villages, surrounded by gardens and orchards, and fields, 
covered with crops of various descriptions; while, that·thc rest of 
the land as yet lying waste was possessed of similar powers of 
produ('[]on, was proved by the fact that in places when: the water 
had been allowed to run to waste, or had not been made use of, 
sometimes at great distances from any village site, tbe most 
lux.uriant stretches of grass jungle had sprung up j and, again, 
that. where this was not the case, and no ~igns of the neighbour
hood of running water at any time of the year were apparent, the 
whole of the surface of the ground was covered with the debris of 
grass and plants, which bore witnes8 to the richness of the vcg.>
ution which it produced in the spring, after the melting of the 
snows and the winter rains, when the whole landscape i, aid to 
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be ne of the most brilliant green, dotted with flowers of every hue. 
'n':t this might be the cast could be easily imagined by an 
Anglo-Indian from the effect which may be seen to be produced 
upon the and plains of Sind or the Punjab _after lht' bursting of 
the monsoon, when grass and flowers spring up like magic un all 
sides. It IS thus, as has been pointed out, a mistake to desCribe 
this region as a "desert," by which is generally implied a tract of 
country devoid of any productive capablitties, even under the mORt 

favourable circumstances. It IS 'father like the Punjaub, onc 
contaming, to a considerable extent, an allUVial SOli, of an ex
I.:eptionally high degree of fertIlity, which 0111y requires a sufficient 
'lupply of water to be capable 0/ an almost unhmited degree of 
development ;-and there ,of cour;e is the difficulty-for the only 
streams viSIble as far as the T ejelld and the Murghab are paltry in 
their volume, and quite unequal to such a task, ho~ever much the 
present state of thIngs may be improved by a more careful 
management·of their waters, such as would enable the supply thus 
aV.lilable to go much further than it does n ow, and perhaps extend 
it, by ronstructing artificial water~courses from the mountains to 
the south, in which all these streams take their source. 

The analogy between the districts comprismg " Tr:ms-Caspia," 
that is, the extent through which the r.ulway runs (rom the Caspian 
to the Oxus and Sind or the Punjaub, exists, as may be expected, 
only as far as regards appearance and physical characteristics. 
The chmatu of the two countries will, of course, bear no com
parison, and there is nothing more absurd than the impressions 
regarding that of India., which seems to prevail amongst the 
majority of Russians, officers and others, with whom we were 
brought in contact. Being, as they are, natives of an exception~ 
ally cold climate, with no colonies or possessions such as would 
g;ve them an idea of the degree vf heat of which a tropical 
climate is capable, it seemed beyond their pow~rs of conception 
to imagine a t4mperaturt. higher than that which they were 
liable to experience in Tran&--Caspia. This of cou~e was v~ry 
high compared to th.t of European countriC5 in the same season, 
but stiU was trifling in ita effects as compared to that of India. 
Though the thennometer stood in the train by which we wer~ 
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travelh ng, on more than one occasion, some deg~ee$ over 
100° Fahrenheit, sull, as every visitor to tropical countries . is 
well aware, the actual degree of temperature is no enterion of 
the effects resulting from exposure to tbe sun; it i~ the directness 
of the rays that the European feels. As is well-known, Euro
peans III Australia can wOlk out of doors without any furt her 
covcnng to thelT heads (han that which they would wear in 
Europe, in a temperature which, as registered by the ther
mometer. is equal to that recorded I II many pl.!ces in India in 
the hot we:ilther; and yet, if any [Llropean were si mply to 
waTIe. about in India with no more protection to his head in 
such a (cmperatul c, let alone attempt manual labour, he would 
probably dIe In an hour or twO of sUQs~roke, If any proof w.:re 
required of the d,/fcrence of the efteets of the rays of the SU Il, 

even in vcr)' hIgh temperatures In the Central ASIan regions, 
as contrasted with those experienced in India, it mIght be found 
in the fact that both men and offi('e~, though cl~d in,white, 
found sufficient prottttion was afforded to their heads by wearing 
a plam white Imen covering completely devoid of padding over 
thr ordinary regulation Bolt cap, 

After K izil Arvat , the next pl ace of interest at which the 
train stopped wa .. Gcok Teppe; the nation being close by the 
famous enclosure, there was just t ime enqugh to run out to look 
at it, The walh appedred to me very much smaller in their 
dimensions of height and thickness than I had imagined from 
previous descriptions, probably owing to the fact that ~n India, 
one is so accustomed to the sight of structures of this kmd, that 
they do not impress one in the same way, in which tbey would 
a visitor from Europe, fresh to such scenes, In surveying the site 
and the neighbouTlng country, one could not but be struck by t he 
unaccountable spirit of Infatuation which must have impelled the 
Turcomans to deliberately place themseh'.::s at the mercy of 
their invaders, by entrenching themselves behind these walls, on 
a piece of le\'el ground commanded by hills, or, at any rate, rising 
ground at a distance of only about one or two mile" .They 
could not possibly havt: taken more certain steps to ensure their 
own ruin by any possible contrivance i whereas, if they had onJy 
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taken to the hins, or scattered themselves over the plain, and 
laiai in wait for convoys and detached parties, a~ Afghans or 
Beloochces would have done under ~ irn ilar circumstances, they 
might have almost indefinitely protlactcd lhe advance of the 
Russian troops . It could not but Hrike onc, as oue stood 
upon the walls of Geok T eppe, what :I n infin ity of trouble 
and complications of all som would have been saved us 
upon various QCcasions in the course of our frontIer difficult ies 
in India, if we could only, ;11 the first instance, now some fi fty 
years ago, have induced 30,000 or 40,000 M ghans to shut them
selves fast up in a similar position, and wait there till we had 
succeeded in annihilat ing the greater portion of them j for it is 
very much to be doubted if. half a cemury ago, when we were 
fonder of acting than of tal'king, and less the slaves to maudlin 
sentiment than we are now, we could have resisted· the temptation 
to rn3.ke the most oi the opportunity thus afforded of making an 
impression t)fat would have Immediately secured .us as firm a hold 
uP-ln the country as the Russians have J.ttained in Trans-Caspia 
hy their stroke at Geok: T eppe. 

Th .. t any real crud t), is in\'o!ved by such drastic measures 
is very much to be questioned, for A siJ.t ics are moved by no 
qualms of mercy or compassion in their treatment of one 
another. and ;t is unfortuna:tely beyond all doubt that the 
ruieJ by which 'Euro~an s should be guided in their dealings 
with them must always be based upon essentially different lines 
from lho~e on which they would conduct themselves towards aile 
another. if they woulJ. secure a position of predominance. It 
might indeed be argued with considerable reason that even if the 
resulu attained by d:e r~pec:tive procedures were equally successful, 
it is more merciful in the end to strike once and for all than to 
adopt a policy of half measures, and N: thus compelled to repeat 
the blow time after time. Our frontier wars have occasioned us 
infinitely more loss of life and expense in comparison than any 
war the Russians bave undertaken in the acquisition of their 
Tran~aspian provinces, and probably caused a great deal more 
suffering in the end to the populations against which they were 
conducted. If women and. children were thled in the heat of 



l~O 

conflict in considerable numbers at the taking of Geok Teppe and 
on other occasions, it must not be forgotten that great numbera of 
the same must have perished as the result of our frontier opera
t ions from hunger and exposure, in consequence of the destruction 
of their homes and the devastation of their crops. 

The Afghans, however, have always shown themsclVl~s a great 
deal too cautious to {all into a trap such a~ that into which the 
Turcomans fell upon this occasion, much less construct one of the 
kind for themselves. and while they have always swarmed in 
thousands to attack us at a disa.d vantage, and never failed 
to collect to intercept a convoy or a detached body of troops 
whenever a favourable opportunity of duing so presented itself, 
we have always experienced the ,utmost difficulty in geuing 
enough of them together at a time to make an impression on 
them when the advantage has been on our side. In nne, if it 
were a piece of the most incoilceivable infatuation on the part of 
the T urcomans to devise such a scheme a~ the buitding «If Geok 
Teppc to oppose the Russian advance, it was nothing less than a 
special dispensation of Providence which impelled them to adhere 
to it > for the result has been that they have recei ved such a 
lesson as has entirely altered the social conditions of the country; 
and while the difficu lties and dangers under which the operations 
of agriculture Ilad been carried . on up till this date, were ampl, 
demonstrated by the fortified condition of the villages and the 
numerous little mud W'3tch towers with which the fields were: 
dotted, the absolute needlessness of any such precaut;q,ns, under 
the present regime, was amply exemplified by the numbers of 
unarmed villagers which could be seen moving to and fro between 
the v illa~s. The peasant can thus now cultivate his ground 
and raise his crops in complete security [rom all possibility of 
annoyance. 

There is little apparently about Askabad, the next station on 
the lille of any consequence, that would tempt the traveUer (0 

stop there unless he have ample leisure. It is merely what would 
be called in India, a big Military Cantonment 'like ..Mhow, 
Nassurabad, or ~ dOuR othen, and is thoroughly European in 
character. Merv, on the: contrary, further on, is full of in.terest 
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to an Engli~ hlllan, as having hc(!n the subject of ~o much di~clI s-

siWi and inquietude. 
The extravagance of the llYl.crholism wh ich drgnific(l 

the commonplace citic~ , of wh ich the ruins .If(: /lOW "trCWIl 

over the neighbourhood of Old Merv, with such .! pretentious 
title as th:!.! of "the Queen of the World," m,IY have herl l 

excu~:lbJc 011 the part of an Onent.!.1 who canllot cxprc~s him~df 
011 the commonest ~ubj('cts, except in terms of the mo~[ ridlCu

lOllS exaggeration , hut how any nati ve of the n lltl~h I s lc~ , 

which contain a popubtion that has always had the credit) 
;.mongst the nations of the continent of Europe, of being 
conspicuous for its coolncs~ and moderation of cxprcs~ion, could 
c"cr have been found cap,able 'of applying [I) those plains-for 
not even a town or building had been existent there since th·· 
destruction of the city of nairam Ali, until quite lecently- ,11\ 

epithet of such absurdity \0 the misconceptIOns which It ~ ug:gest~, 

as that dcsc~ bing it as "the Key of India,'" it is difficult to 
im.lgine. H ad some rich and populous city marked the \pot, and 
had it been rhe centre of a lllgilly culrivated and Roumhing di5-
triet, t here would have: becn ~omc pos~ible grounds for the ('xag
gcrated importance ~hu~ a~~lgncd it,- thougll ~'.'h at nith Her,H, 
ilOd Cabul, and Halkh, and K .!.shmir, so Ill.!.ny key s of a sitn lhr 
description have becn invented that it i~ difficult for anyone of a 
pradcli turn of mind to underbtand which is the actual one that 
is to unlock, to an invading army, the gate into our Ind ian po~ses
sions. B.ut while O ld Merv COnsiSts of nothing but bare plains 
covered with the wl eck$ of ancient cities, but destitute of aU signs 
of habitation, the pretensions to importance of N ew Merv are 
limited to the exis:ence there, of the l'lIn.nished embankment 
commenced by the Tureomans in 1881, to oppose the RUSSians, 
al,d abandonedl after' the completion 'lf only three of its sides ; 
and the location on the banks of the Murghab, close by, of a semi
European town, which owe!: its existence, as much to the fact of 
a weeldy market being held in the neighbourhood, as to its being 
the head-quarters of the small body of troops which constitute the 
garrison of this dlnrict. The surrounding country is, however, 
fairly well populated, and several villages were visible III the distance • .. 
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M(>~ t /o!(unalcly, thL d,IY we 'lX'llt here hapP"'lled to he 
m,ule! d,W ,8ml we, cOIl~el!lII'IlIJy, had the ()pponunity of ~' ijr[

IlIg ;t w'ry IIHeltstlllg ~ce/)e ill the place where rt was helJ, 
wHhm Koushid Khan \ encloSUlC. It was qrme :.stonishing to 
sec the dense clOwd of Turcom:llls which coHected there, in the 
coun.c of the day, and equally difficult to Imaginc whence ~o 

great numbers could have sprung from in the mid~t of such 
an apparently ~PJhcl}' rullabitcd countr),. It is prohahle 
that the l>calltinc..$ of thc vllI<lgc~ here rna}' be misbadwg to a 
vro;rtor fn:.~h to these parts, ltl the estimate which he would form 
therefrom of the Ilumbel s of thc population, a~ thc Klbrtka IS the 
dwellmg which the Turcom:m rrefers to Ir ve in, evcn pitching 
these, for thl~ purpose, lOund 111 S house, in the cases in whic.h hc 
i-the proud possessor of sueh a proor'ol a'1 advanced ci vilization, as 
wa~ noticcablcon more than one occasion. Wherc\'cr the throngs 
which crowded the market-place may have come (rom, however, 
there they were; and all the morning, till ~ome time'past","oon, [h~ 
inhabitan ts of the neighbourhood kept pouring In from all side~ . 

Many of them seemed to have come from great distances, to judge 
from the marks which their horses bore of dust and perspilation. 
They all wore the national head.dre~s l which of coune adds very 
much to the apparent height of the wearer, and equally exaggerates 
h i~ ferocity of appearance ; the rest of th eir dress consis ts of a long, 
Joose dressing-f,o wu-looking SOrt of garment, With a band or 
"Kummcrbund " WOUlH] round the waist. From their aspect in 
thr!> costume, It was easy to imagine what a demoralizing elfect a 
mob of such figures, with naked swords brandished in their hands, 
and yelling and howling, as all A)iatics do on such occasions, 
must have had, when charging down upon a body of opponents 
from among the less warlike populations in their lJeighbourhood. 
In the market, .business was pretty brisk l the principal articles in 
demand being padded coats for the appro.tching cold weather, 
sheepskin caps, and green tea. The latter appeared to be much 
sought after, and was of the kind of which great quantities are to be 
seen for sale in the shops in Samarcand, namely, Indian gr~n tea. 

The proceedings were marked by their orderlineaa througb0'it 
there was no wrangling or di'turbance, and the entire abse~ or 
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the din and clamour which characterizes an Indian bazaar was 
quile remarkable. It was curious to observe, amongst this 
countless crowd of those who but a few years before had been the 
most desperate and fanatical opponents of their present rulers, 
numbers of Russian soldiers wandering about exchanging jests 
with them or engaged in driving bargains, and yet absolutdv 
unarmed, while not a policeman or an anned man of any 
description was discernible (or the purpose of maintaining 
the peace. Indeed, to juJ~e from appearances, such a con~ 
tingcncy as the poSSIbility of any kind of breach of it occurring 
never seemed to have been even contcmphted by the authoritie~. 

Amongst the Russians the Turcomans have a Iligh character 
for a certain kind of honouT, ~hi~h makes it possible to trust thcm 
with any charge, while they would die sooner than break a pledge 
ollCe given, and ill this, they offer a marked contrast to the 
Afghans, who .Ire l"yc words throughout the East for their trca
ellery and dtll>licity. In gencral terms they apPCj1fcd to resemble 
in character the Beloochces, who inhabit the mountains which border 
upon Upper Sind , and the Punjaub, with this di~tinction-that 

they do not seem of h} any means so irreclaimably savage a type ; 
there was a millgled frankne~~ and wildm:~s about their manners 
which very much reminded me of the bearing of these triLc~ upon 
our own frontier, but there was none of the bluster and ferocity 
of the Afghans atK,ut them. As far as appearances go, they have 
completely changed their role since they have come within the 
influence.of Rus~ian CIvilization, and distinguished themselves by 
the readiness with which they have adapted themselves to the com
plete alteration in their circumstances and mode of life, which 
have been the inevi·ablc consequence. It is not to be surprised 
at, therefore, that it should have bccoml rather the fashion amongst 
the Russjans to mae a good deal of them, the more so that, like 
.U such high-spirited races: there is little risk of any misinterpre
tation on their part of such conciliatory treatment at the hands of 
their conquerors, but rather every reason to believe that it will 
lead to a complete forgetfulness of allY personal injuries they may 
IPve received in the past) and the springing up of probably the 
most cordia] rc:latiom between the two races, To such a ~ult 
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we have two In{)~t ~tri kJllg ana logics in our Indian posicstions, in 
the caM' of the Sikh~ and Ghoorkha~, whose pre~ent oyally ifid 
devotion to our rule is precisely in proportion to the desperatcJle~!'. 

with which they opposed us in the defence of thei r own inde
pendence. 

A vi\ir to the Cluh and ~ome of the gardcn~ near amply rcpaid 
the trouble taken, fo r, by thi~ mcan~, it was possible tI .. form an 
idea {lil the subject of the quality of the soil hy a personal inspec
tioll of its produce. The luxuriance of the growth of the trees 
and otllel vq,rctatioll was beyond all description, 3:ld indeed such 
;'IS would hardly seem credible, unless onc had ocula~ demonstra
t l< Hl or the ratt. As Merv wag only annexed in Ft'bruary, 1884, 
none of the !)()plals and willows planted along the avenue leading 
njl to the Club could, ill Septembc~,~ I J90, the time of my visit, 
ha~c been more than ~IX and a half ye.arg old, and yet their height 
and lohage were ~ueh that they quite shaded the road between 
them, while the girth of several of those which I lheaJUred wal> 
upwJn.!s of forty~five inch("~, girths of thirty to fony inches were 
vcry common, amo,1gst the~e, mallY must have been planted mOle 
recently. In the garden~ , the same degree of luxuriance in 
growth w.as noticeable in the case of the fruit trees, vines, etc. 

As Merv Proper or N ew Merl', a, it i~ called, to di\ti nguish it 
from Old Merv or Bairam Ali, i~ the great commercial centre of 
the oasis, where nc.. doubt, in time, a flourishing European settle-
ment will arise-indeed, even now, its appearance is prosperou~ 
enough to judge from the numbers of Russian and Arme~ian shops 
and houses of business to be sccn there-so it is apparently in
tended that Bairam Ali, as the ra il way station is called from the 
adjacent ruined city ofthi~ name, should be the head-quarrcrs of 
the administration of the district. Here what would be called, in 
Ind ia, a very complete station-a term not to be confounded with 
a railway station, but meaning an EuroPC..lfl quarter-has bct>n 
laid out, traversed by broad mads, lined with young trttS, and 
dotted with some really fine houses or rather bungalows., which 
i~ a term that would give a better idea of their appearans:e and 
~tylc, such as would compare favourably with most buildings 0(. 
l> unilar description in India. These were intended for the housing 
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of the princip .. l officials ; ~idc~ these, there Wf'rc some large 
hu61dings, intended for the sp..-cial accommodation of those con
nected with the railway, and one Oil quite a palatial scale ill course 
of construction, destined for the reception of the Czar, whenever 
he ~hould vi~ i[ his private domains in the neighbourhood. Alto
get her, there were all the sign~ of a rising place about B ... iram 
Ali; and if it continues its prescn t falC of development, quite a 
fine European station wilt be visible there in a shon time. In 
the publiC' gardens may b...: found furthe r evidences of t he wonder
ful fertility of the ~oil; it W:l~ difficult, indeed , to bclicl'c that the 
:rCel> and sllruY.. which were to be seen hCll' had ollly been plantt"<l 
~incc four or fi ve years ago, alrc3tly the poplal'!> h"d attainu..l a 
height of some twelve to fiftcc"n fcct, and the othcr ,pccics in 

. proportion . E very variety- 'of tree suitable to the climate was 
found herc, and hard hy was an extensive plantat ion or rather 
nursery garden, cont.li'ling I am afraid to say how many trees 
destined to ~ planted out upon suitable si tc ~ . 

Of the ruined cities of M erv, that of" Giaour Kila," the Illost 
;lncicnt one, sup~ to ha\'c been huilt by Alexander the Great 
in the third century bc(;,IC the Christian era, is the only one tu which 
any real intercst attachcs. The siz.e of m. mud fortifications even 
!lOW, after the lapse of so many centuries since their constructi.-m, 
is indeed a~tonishing, wh at then must it have been when thcy 
were new ~ As it is, they loom in the distant plain like low 
r2Jl gCS of hills, and quite dwarf, by their dimensions, all other 
(uins in ,their neig:hbourhood. Inside these stupendous ramparts 
all is a dead level, not a vestige remaining of any building, except 
ill the citadel, from th~ midst of wh ich rises a great mound of 
earth; into th is 3hd other parts deep cuttings have been driven, 
hut with what result in the way of discoveries there were no 
means of finding out. It is impossi!-Je, but what these immense 
mounds must conceal remains of o.ncien t buildings, which have 
thus lain buried for centuries upon centuries; and a more exten
, ive and systematic attempt to unveil the secrets which they 
contain could not but be full of inte~t to the world at lar~. 
iompared with these remains, the ruined cities of Sultan Sanjur 
Uld Bairam Ali appcarcd hardly descrving of notice) for, in the 
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COUT£(' of a drive of ten or twenty miles out of Delhi may be seen 
the remains of more than one mined city, which, in its pri~c, 

must have been infinitely grander than any that ever existed in 
the neighbourhood of Mcrv. There was one point regarding 
these which attracted attention, and that was the small amount of 
burnt bricks which appeared to have cntcn::cl into the building" of 
any porrion of (hem; all thc houses, the walls, the fortifications, 
etc., are made of sun-drit:d bricks or mud. In the city of Sultan 
~nju r the only remains which had been built of hurnt bricks was 
the tomb of the monarch from whom it takes its name; in 
Bokhara, with the exception G( the Minar-i-Kalan, and a few 
uther buildings induuing the Charsll, and in Samarcand again, all 
the great remains of the timt of Tamerlant: were built of the 
same material, covered with tiles on "(ne Out$ide. trom this it 
wou ld appear that there never was a sufficicnt growth of trees in 
thcse parts, any morc than in Afghanistan or other neighbouring 
countries, to admit of wood being u~cd to any eonstdenabic cxtt:n~ 
for the purpose of burning bricks; this is all the morc curious 

from the fact that, )Vhenevcr ally pains have been bestowed upon 
their cultivation, they grow, as has been remarked, with the most 
wonderful rapidity and luxuriance. The r(iMi1l:mmt of this 
country would indeed be a fcat worthy of the enterpri?.ing zeal of 
its present rulers, and beginnings have already been made in this 
direction, for, not only at lJairam Ali, but at every station along 
the line of rail, there arc extensive plantations of young trees, 
which will, in course of time, be distributed along the edges of 
the watercourses, and wherever thcre is a pcx.sibility of their being 
protected from the ravages of camels, goats, and other enemies of 
all first attempts at arboriculturc. 

Passing beyond the limits of the Merv Oasis, the line of rail 
enters upon the expanse of sand which stretches thence for a 
distance of ont! hundred miles to the border~ of the .Oxus. The 
first portion of this consists, as has been saidJ of what may be 
termed stationary sand hills, in order to distinguish these from 
the Moving Sanus which follow, and which are continued beyond 
the 01U5, where they threaten to :swallow up a great port~ ~ 
thl: J30khara territory. The eJU6te.nce of vegetation upon" u,c 
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. ds leads one to believe that there may be some 
. tallonary san f • S d" h • 

h h t is <;ald about the lattcr, or 'Moving an 5, to t e Hiil mw a 
efttct that they arc composed not really of s4nd, but of detritus 

of soil, of a very good description, whIch would ~ r~ecdily be 
reduced to a <;tatlOnary cnndltion, If only it could be got to srand 
~ t i ll for a time; but thiS is prcClSely the difficulty to accomphsh, 
for, con'listing, as it docs, of vcry finely dlYlded particles, it 1~ 
drlvcn about like water under the influencc of the wlfld in rve:: 
dncction which the IattCl uke5. 

The spcrtade which these sand hills prcl>ClltS out vies in its 
6'ngul:lTJty any dcscription which could Ix. gwen of n. As f.1r a~ 
,an be seen stretch great billows of ~and, risillg 'n many casc~ 
to a height of about thIrty fcct, ~ach Olle of which is of almost 
exactly the same contour ahd appearance a~ the other; thc Icc 
sid~ desccnds abl upcJy in a semlcirculal form to the bottom, 
while the wlndwal U sirie slollCS gradually away; at the time that 
our train was~r~sing these hIlls, the wind was blowing from the 
nolth.west, and, a6 our way lay north--ea t , nothing could be more 
stranAc than the sight they thus presented. rISing as they tlid In 

thi~ pe-:u}iar com:ltk.<;: 3hapt' one behind the other to the hOIl~OIl; 
on the on~ side nothing but the abrupt amI semIcircular Ice SIdes 
met the e}e, on the other only the ~Ioplng and smooth wlllJw.lrd 
~urfaces were viSIble, whIle, as If to carry out completely thelt 
resemblance to thc· storm..drivcn wave) of a sea, a h.rre of particles 
of sand hung over their tips, JUSt hke the surf whIch hovers over 
\he crest of a roUer on the point of breakmg. 

'Approiching the Ox-us, thesc sands become replaced by vi1lage~ , 
lIurrounded by richly.cultivated lands, but even these had been 
attacked at their ~argins, as could be seen by the remains of 
houses rising from the midst of the sand; on the further side of 
the Ox-us the encroachments o f tht: M rwing Sands become more 
strikingly apparent, when, after crossing a stretch of highly-culti. 
l'ated land, an are.l is entered upon which is now visibly under. 
going the process of being gradually swallowed up. Here the line 
or rail passei for miles through what had evidently been 
protperoUi villages, but whicn were now to be seen in every 
stage of desolation, in conKquen~ of the steady iavuion of 



the Moving S.lnds ; some h~d bectl completely cn ; ulphed, so 
(h,lt nothing remained but the hare walls to mark ticir 

:-it t"S : everything che, trees, bu~hes, grass field ~, being ,dIke buried 
under the ~alld; In the ea~e of others, the operatton W,IS yet in 
proccss. and a few tree~ wIth a little cu\tlllatwn were "tll1 remain~ 
ing, whtle in the ca~e of ~ome It appeared to have be.;n only JUSt 

commenced, and the surface of the ground was dotted with 
numbel s of tillY Itttle miniature sand h l l1~ in course of formation, 
Judging fro m the general appearance, one wouh~ imagll1e that the 
wmd must blow steadtly for many months at the ~ :\lne time at 
any rate, from the north~we~t, otherwi~e it would be difficult ' to 
account for the ~teadv J.dvance of the sand from this dil eCtlOn, for 
the particles arc so mmute and' fna,hle that the lea~t gust would 
drne them back to the same point from whith they came, 

After finally qUltttng the reglOll of 50!.Ild, the area watered by 
the Lower Zaraf~han in I30kharan territory is entered upon. ThiS, 
in ITS general effect, reminds one very much of t1'te'Mastoong 
Valley in Khelat, or the Pe~hin Valley: village succeeds vilJagc, 
each ~urrounJed by fields of variou~ ~pcries of grain and orchards ; 
the supply ofwatef, however, seems very inadequate to supply the 
requIrements of the district, a~ appeared from the constant ex
panses of dly land where no crops had been \own, ~ and by the 
\tunted condtt;on of the crops in many cases on the remainder, 
Such is the laml~cape that meets the eye fur upwards of about a 
hundred Olde~, when it change~ gladuJlly to b'Teat bare piaim, on 
which villJ.ges are to be seen only at long intervals from one 
another, The barrcnllC~S of these appears to be owing to the fact 
of the level of the ground being here tOO high for water to be able 
to find its way there for purposes of irrigation1 while to jurlgc from 

the pauci ty of wells viSIble, the subsoil water must bt: at a great 
depth below the surface. Not a tree or a hugh is here to be seen; and 
the monotony of the "iew is only broken now and then by the mud 
walls and roofs of a village, themselves hardly distinguishable 
from the soil by which they are surrounded. This is apparently,of 
a good quality, for in many places it had been broken up rot large 
extents, evidently in anticipation of rain upon which to sow a crop 
of b'Tain i ill most parts, however, the surface was covered with 
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cornel-thorn, which the viliageTs were then cutt ing for fuel 
Tiough very few cattle were to be secn hcre, their placcs for all 
purposes of agriculture being supplied by horses, the sheep were com8 
paratively numerous and fine, though notiling to approach in 
numbers the vast flocks visible in Beloochistan and the neighbour
hood of Quetta. After traversing these rolling plains, the line 
enters almost abruptly upon the sphere of irrigation of the Upper 
Zarafshan in Russian territory. For some time before actUally 
entering upon this the river im:Jf, with its narrow fringe of culti
vation on either side, is visible frorn the line of rail which passes 
along a piece of high ground aool'c it. .From the impression thus 
;;iven, as well as from subsequent observations, th{, arl.::! cultivated 
from [his ponion of the flvcr appe:tred very much more limited in its 
extellt than that in Bokhara~ 'territory, though far more abuJld;lJltly 
su?plied with water. Altogethi.:r its productive Cal)abilitics appear 
to have been much over-rated,' unless it were capable of very 
considerable ;!xtension, which, fwm the nature of ~he ri ver and the 

. configuration of the ground, docs not a}>jx:ar to be the casco 
The city of Dokhara being situated at a distance of upwards 

of ten miles frum the r~ilway station, the only means of !,TCtting 
there is by country CMt or by carriages pruv id,..d by the Political 

, Resi dent. The latter do not"at all- corne up to the stanJard of a 
Political officer's equipage in India; in till.: present inst:mce they 
comisted of an aJitiquated brougham, and an , if possible, still more 
5habby and dilapidatccl-looking landau. Each of these was drawn 
by two horses, who had to carrv riders in addition; the animals 
were of;s sorry a description a; the conveyances the), drew, but 
by 'dint of blows and yells were kept at a fair speed all the way. 
The road was rather worse kept than an ordinary village road in 
India, being seamed with deep ruts, and covered inches deep 
with dust, while the streets whlcJ, have to be traversed on 
entering Bokhara ill nrde: to reach the Residency, which lies 
at the extreme further end of the town, would be a reproach 
to.the commonest village in India, such is their narrowness and 
.filthiness. The guest-house provided for the accommodation of 
visitors is of the most modest description, and consists of nothing 
more than a couple of rooJ:11S. in a low mud building enclosing an 

11 



open square ; nothing, indeed, could present a greater contrast 
th.m the unprctelltiou~lless of the buildings of which thes< fonn. a 
l>Ortioll, and which constitute the abode of the Political ResiJent, 
as compared with those answering a ~imila r purpose at the 
~mallcst of the nativc States In India. They consisted 
simply of an ordinary nativc hou~e of a t riRing superior 
description with a few door:, and windows knocked illW it to 
makc it hablC.lb!e by EUfOpe.lIlS; the applOache~ to which opened 
immcU lately into a filthy alley, while at the back was an t..n kempt, 
Jc~olatc-looking piece of grulJlld, termed by courtesy a garden . 

III the city itself there i~ little to inter(' ~ [ a travcllc! accustom. 
cd to the Edst beyond it!> aSSOCIati ons. The only objects wh ;ch 
strike the eye arc the Mil1ar-i-Kalan-a moderately fi ne tower
and the Charsu or covered bJzaar, whIch is cert.Jinly a very exten
:,ive and well-built one . Altogether the town is an c>..uemciy dis
appoi mi ng one to visit, in con~eq ucnce of the anticipations aroused 
by previous descTlptions; In reality, its appearance is 'rhean, the 
streets heing llJCruW aud illde~cflbably filthy. The most remark-
4ble f('at ure about the place is the extJeme Qrderline6S of the 
population, :l.ftd the little attCntlO!1 wh ich the appearance of an 
European wJll(lcring about the baai:ars by himself appe:us to aUract 
on the 11art of those whom he encounters; as to any sigm of ill-will • 
or fanatical dl~llkt' to a jrrillgJII , the most timid and unsophisticated 
viSitor would h.\\'l' found It difficult ~o to mi~intetprct any words 
01 ge~turc~ of the crowd:, tha.t thronged the sueets. The only 
thing to be complaincd of was that these were rather too free and 
ca~y ill their demeal1our, while the shopkeepers were, as might be 
imagined, too anxious to sell their wares at exorbitant prices; 
in thl~ they f.Jiled, as nothing was visible wonh buying. 

A certalll amount of interest, of course, attaches to the 
prbon, though nowadays there is nothing remark.able about 
eIther the building or its occupants ; indeN the latter appear to 
be much better fed and looked after than those of many a prison 
in a Nati ve State in India. As there has been some discussion 
regarding the scene of Stoddart's sufferings, it may be as well to 
mention that it was in the dungeon, the entrance to which is 
now covered up with a slab ill the Hoor of the prison; this con· 
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taius the bug-pit ~ I'ok<'n 0(, and not the K.ana Kaneh, as h;z ~ been 
sU'Mni~cd hy a rcccnt writer. The Political Rcsidcllt i~ my 
authori ty for this; the former must have allowed his imagination 
to rUIl away with him a little, for, as has been sai d, !here were no 
signs of the prisoners being in any way ill- treated , any more . han 
Oil the occasion of the visi t of the 1,m,!, correspondent to which 

he refers; indeed anything of the kind would /Jot be tolerated by 
the R ussian Government . 

The political position of }1:okhara, and the rcl.uions of the 
Amir and his subjects towards the R\l~~ian GOVl'rnmcnt, arc 
matters d lat aTC full of i:ltcrcst, and would he wdl worth a more 

lengthy study than it i~ pos,ih!c.to afford them in thl.: roursc of a 
hurried ..,isit. There i~ haPci'ly any analogy to be found in India 
to the relati \'c positions (If the two p<1rtie~ ; for, whiJe the State of 
llokhara is more absol utely under the (~() l1trol o( the RU 5sian (J()vcrn

mellt than anyone of the semi-independent Native. States of I ndia, 
there arc less outwatd sigtl~ of surh COllllnl visible th an would he 
sccn e\'cn in such a mon: distinctly independent ~tate as Ca~hmerc; 
as has been ~aid , twenty C05sacks constitute all th(' escort attached 
to the Resident, who himself li ves in J. h" ll<;c in 110 way dist in
guishablefrom any uther in the bal.'lar, an d with Ilothi " f!,ahn ut it to 
denote that it is the abodcof the repre,entative of the dominant race. 

A5 to the fanati cal and possibly turbulent demeanour of 
the Bokhara population, it is as completely a myth as many 
pf the popular notions regarding Central Asia, for, as far as 
can be -'j udged , ndel.er the Taj i1c inhabitants of the [Own nor 
the Usbcgs who dwell in the village5, differ in any way from 
their neighbours anri fellow·countrymen in the SamarC31ld 
district; at any rate, the Rus:ians do 110t appear to be affected 
with any feclings of nerVOU5nes~ on tf)is score, as numbers of them 
are to be sten occupying nati ve house~ ill different q1.Jartcrs of 
the town, where they carry all busi ness of various descri ptions. 

At Salllarcand. one finds ,")nese\f again in the centre of civiliz.a· 
tion with its accompanying comforts, Alighting at a very fine 
station, a number of capital carriages are to be found waiting to 

convey one along beautiful hi"Oad roads, lined with magnificent 
..avenues of poplars and planes, to the Russi an town distant about' 
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(hlce miles, where very dean and comfortable room!> arc to be 
found in the sCI' c fJ.1 hotch. \-Vetc it !lot for the Eutop.an 
shops which hne the roads, thi~ portion of Samarcand wOldd 
remind onc of a British Cantonment in India. The. European 
population here is, however, tell times greater than cOlld be seen 
in the biggest station up-country, for the streets are filled with 
Russians, merchants, tradesmen, coachmen, labourers, so that the 
effect produced is rather that of an European town, if' which the 
nativcs of the country arc in a minority, and it has hew correctly 
remarlc.ed that Samarcand is inconceivably morc European in its 
char.ldcr than any statton in India. 

The !lati'/e town has nothing rcmarkblc about it, except the 
famous ruins, which have been $0 fr\!/iuently described hy vanous 
travellers; its streets, however, arc full of interest to a stran;er 
from the crowds of every variety of Central Asian nationalitl,!s 
which throng them, e ~pcrially on market days, wacn all the 
people from the country round pour in, mounted on horseback, 
WIth wallets w carry away their requirements in. It is aswuish
ing to note the number of horses visible upon these occasions, 
for so few comparatively are tf) be seen as a rule that it would 
seem hardly credible that the neighbourhood could produce so 
many; this is probably owing to the fact that, like most races in 
the EJ.st who u~e horsrs extensively, these arc kept mostly inside 
the VIllages, and only brought out when some longer distance than 
usual is to be tra\'ersed, donk.eys or small ponies being made usc 0/ 
for ordinary work, such as visiting tbe fields, or going (fOm one 
village to another. On market days, however, they are to be seen 
in hundreds, one might almost say thousands, fur the torrent 
through the streets aU day is incessant. It wa~ surprising to 
observe that not a single RU5S1an soWier or policcm;m was to be 
seen on duty in the whole town j the rc:ople seemed to be left 
entirely to their own ways, so different from what is the case in 
a town in India, where a certain number of policemen are always 
on duty, and if it be situated upon the frontier, one or two !llilitary 
picquets as well; altogether the complete absence of any outward 
signs of force in these parts is very striking. 

There must of course be a considerable amount of troops some-
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where or othel ; hut they arc certainly Jlot kept" en evidence "j 
an that is to be seen of tht:m, ill an ordinary way, are a few 
soldiers wandering about with only their ~IJc-arms on, Probably 
the policy is to give the offenders such a lesson Jf J. disturbance or 
unpleasant episode of any kind does occ ur, as to make its rClJCtition 
a matter for very serious consideration j however this may be, 
Europeans and natives alike walk about the streets of the bazaar, 
with as much appArent ~,curity as if they were III the W en End of 
L undon, and without any sigll of the rC{Juin:ment 01 the presence 
of a policeman or other guardIan of the peace. 

FlOffi a IHIl on the edge of the Zarafshan, .. bout three or four 
miles out of Sam arcand, un tho; road to Tashkent) an excellellt 
"iew is obuincd of the valJ(!y of the Upper Zarafshan, looking 
d loWIi ufXJn it from thIs hCl gh t, the impression given of its fertility 
is greater than that dCl!vcu from passing tlnough tllat portion of 
it which is ~raversed by rai!. The vjew thus obtallled is most 
eftective; the whole expanse at onc's !ccr looks' one mass of the 
most blilliant verdure, not th e least noticcabic featurc in the 
landscape bLlIl~ The abundance of fine trcc~, such as poplars and 
planes which are visible In every dircrtion , Standing thus due 
north of the city, the vailey appears to he shut III on the east and 
we~t at distances of about four and eight miles re~pectivcly by 
hIgh ground and mountains, amongst the latter towards the cast 
can be discerned the snowy peaks of the Hissar Ranges ; towards 

. the south and south-west, the valley widens out as far as the eye 
can reath to a dl~r"n('e of about thirty to forty miles; but in the 
extreme di~tance, ('an be di5tingui ~hed, looming through the haze, 
the outlines of further ranges of mountaim, 

The luxuriance of the vegetation docs not appear to be entirely 
due to cultivation, but rather, in many places, to a rank growth of 
grass and trees, for a great portion of the water sl'~ms ro he allowed 
to run to waste, owing to a deficient system of irrigation. This is 
a defect which, a ! it may be imagined, it would involve great 
difficulties and immense expenditure to rectify in any way; for this 
river, like the Oxus, does not appear to have made for itself any 
regular channel within which it could be retained by embankments. 
but to wander along on its course in the rn06t erratic manne!'. 



I'hough exceptionally low at the tmle 1 VI~lt('J It, It stl ctcheu at 
intervals over upw.l.IUS of .1 mIle of countl y, ano rOl1si~ted~f 

about six or eIght difFercnt stream~) wh ich, If they could all have 
been contained wnhlJl one bcd, would h.lve In.llk a go(}d-~iLed 

river; as It W:l!>, nonc of them appeared to be morc than about 
two feet to three feet deep. It I~ ~.\1d th.lt after the melt ing of 
the snow on the lOount.l:m, 01 aflel he.lvy J:lln~, the whole of this 
exu,lIt I~ cOlercd with .1 ru~htng RIYld of w:l1rl, Whlth ~omet llne<; 

spread'! cllcn far ovcr the nJ:lIgln~ Oil elt/lcr ~Ide : ,hI , peeuku,ty 

of thc shallowl1e~~ of the beds (,f the~e nllel~ detloICt<;, .\~ has ocen 
said, eOflSldu..Jbly frum thei r I'abe for purfXl,es of lTflgatJOII, whd(, 

It l enuel~ any ~chcme~ (01 relllrJ} ong thl' dekct cxtl emdy 
difficult In executIOn. Before COll"'''lg to the h.\IIks of the 
Z.lrafshan lt~clf, .1 number of ch.umcls :ue cto~,cd of the Su,h (.1, 

it I ~ c.1l1eJ," Sl.lh .11/' or "black watt! ' bcmg llS plOper ll.tn\c)~ 

a branch of the Zar.lF.han dcrn lll;:!: It~ 1l.lme from "he colour or 
its watc! which I~ d.llk, J.ud appalLl ltly I.lden with partlde~ of SOIl. 

It is ~ald to pos~ess peculiarly fertrl'L'l1:; propertle~ much SU[II'Tlfll 

to those of the mam stream of the Tll'er, whIch IS extremely 
dear; it appears al~o to contain mllleld.l~ 111 ~olu t lon JS well as 
particles of SOl) III SU5pen~LOl1 , as it h not cOl1sidcled lit fUI dnnklng 

pul poses on account of It<; disagreeable effects upon the system. . .. . . .. . .. • * '" • « • .. .. .. 

From what h.\~ hew saId, It will he seen that in their advance 

ca~tward, towalds the Afghan frontier, the Russians hallc hardly 

acquired much that-whatever Its prospective value may be now 

that European influences and energy arc being brought to bear on 
it-is at present worth the loss 01 life and exprn~e that these 
conquest~ have cost them, were It not for the stratcgic advantages 

conferred by the advanced pmitions which they have thus ga;ned . 
Whether thi, advance was ever taken with thiS specific object ill 
view is indeed a doubtful question; It is even more than probable 
that it was forced upon them bycircumstances much in the same way 
as the gradual conquest of I ndia was upon the East I ndia Company. 

Our own experiences on our Western frontlcr of I ndia, amidst 
regions very SimIlar to these which we have fo und for the most. 
part incapable of providing food-supplies w any reliable extent 



1 :l.i 

beyond thoc;c Icqllircd for the cXI~t ing local population, wou ld lead 
\ .. to believe that the difficulty of accumulati ng along the line of 
the present Russian frontier the hccf'ss .lric~ of food required to 
pu, h forward a force wh ich could not be recKoned by less than 
~corcs or fifties of thousand~, could only be exceeded by th .. almost 
utlcr impossibility of mai mai ning a current supply of the same 

for probably an indefin ite period. 
Limited, however, a~ the resources of the Trans-Caspian regions 

must he for many yeal~ to cOllie . it ]s apparent that their develop
ment Will not be allowed to fail for w.r.nt of energy or enterprise 
0 11 t he part uf the Ru~sian Govcrnrncr.t. Of the various schemes 
now on foot for the cXlcm l'on of irrig:u ion and the introduction 
of :til sorts of improvemcnt,~ in' the mooc of .1g,icultun.., some will 
succeed, and some wiTl doubtbs fail, a~ must always be 
the case ill a new coul! try, wherc It IS necessary to bur experience; 
but the general resliit cannot but be an unpoH.!nt illC'rcoc.e in the 
produCtlvell~ss of these dj ~ t ricts . 

No morc convincing proof could br.. adduceJ of the complete 
rnnfidcllce of the H..u~sian Govern ment in the securit }' of its posi
tion among~t the 1)\) pubti()l1~ of these parts, than the fact that t he 
linc of r.u l is watc hed t1uoug,hout its CXh . 1lt hy soldiers of the 
Railway Battalion, r(j~ ted by themselves at long distances from one 
.1llothcr, th.n ci vi liolns and soldier~ alike never seem to dream of 
carrying arms, ~owcver great the crowds of the inhabitants of the 
country they may mix amollgst • that the IIIhJ.b,t:mts of the great 
towns appear to be Icft CJ1tIn:ly to their own devices without the 
presence of any police or guardiam of the peacc being considered 
Ileccs:.ary, and, as hJ.s been said, that the Polit ical R esident at 
B okham lives in an ordinary house in the miJst of this densely 
populated city, with no other protection at hand t~an that 
afforded by a guard of twenty COSS"",KS. That the J!:cneral order 
thu~ prevailing is due to the actual presence of large numbef'3 
of troops is certainly not the case, for there is nothing 
that perplexes the viSitor more than the pa ucity of these 
visible throughout Trans C aspia; though doubtless the con~ 
sciousness that overwhelmtng forces could be brought forward at 
very short notice in case of a disturbance, would exercise 3. salu" 



tary and restraining e!Thct upon ~uch restJcss or disaffected spirits 
as may exist amongst the local populations. " 

Under these circumstances it i~ hardly either fair or generous 
to describe, as has been done, the Rus~ian system of administra· 
tion in Central Asia as being one of government, bllt not to any 
considerable extent (If improvement or c~vilization. If only the 
absolute security for life and property which has rt.sulted from 
the Introduction of Russian rule be considered, this must be 
allowed to be one of the most important stt'ps possible in the 
process of Civilisation, especially If we cODsider the ~cen ('~ of 
cruel despotism, anarchy, and rapine which have characterised 
these regions for ccnturic~ pa~t. as far back almost as any record of 
their condition is extJnt, That this re~ult has been attained, 
no olle Will deny. The Russian 'sYstem of administration 
amongst Asiatics may not, it is true, be bJsed upon the same lines 
ag is that of ou r own j but that docs not prove that it is not well 
adapted for die races amongst whirh it works, hi that it wilJ 
not be ~l1ccessful in thc results which it is capable of attaining. 
'Ve have oo..lr5dvc~ admitted that our own system of administration 
is too cumbersome and complIcated to be suited to many of the 
populaoons under our rule in India, by the fact that we have 
placed large districts under what is termed Political control, 
that is, under the chargc of officers, mostly military men, who 
have but little technical training in such matters, and are alloweq, to 
admini~ter the districts thus placed under their rule on the broadest 
principles, indeed, almost entirely according to thcir own common 
sense. Such, too, is the case with the populations overwhicl1 Russia 
rules in Central Asia. 1t is not possible always to deal with Asiatics 
as with Europeans, for amongst many classes of thcm leni~ncy is 
mistake,} for weakness, and conciliatory measures for timidity. 

Again, regarding the subject of education, the indiscriminate 
education which we have thrust upon the people of India has not 
been without its accompanying evils, fOf. though the warrior and 
agricultural classes, which are the backbone of the country, are 
languishi ng in obscurity, the mercantile and clerkly classes have 
acquired an unmerited importance and notoriety owing to the 
results of our training. The populations of Central Asia have their 
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own system of C~tl Calioll 'which is well suiu:d fot their require;' 
nll"'.ItS, :md which hcing condllctcg on the principles of the Maho
mcdan religion, In addition to it"l)rJc~ic;Jl tcaching, involves a hiF;h 
stalld:ml of moral training. This it would be as unlVise 3S it would 
he impolitic on the part of the European rulers to intcrfclc with. 

Finally, it cannot be too strongly urged upon the visitor to 
these regions tha!1 ill order to turn to good account the experience 
he will gain there, JlC mllst endeavour to flce himself, as fur as 
possible, from d l national prejudices and refrain from indulging in 
wanton and disparaging: niticisrus of the administrators of the 
countries through which he i~ travelling. That right good work 
is being done in these legions. by the Ru~sian Government is 
IX'yond all <juestion, howcvSfe different its mode of procedure may 
he to that of our o\fn ; and ellen if there should be at present con~ 
sidcrablc rivalry existing between British :llld Russian interests in 
these parts, it is at an}' rate deslrable thdt we should treat one 
another with the counesy due to generous ri"als, and stri ve at 
least to give one another r:redit for the good points in our reSllCctillc 
lk ,l it,;ic~ ::tlld sy~tcms of administr"tion. 

N*. It i. wen kn",,'n 1!"-C,- ,ChC,-,C,-"C"Ci,-,-•• -:-,.C,Ck-,,-,.-"-'.-gC,C,-,,,-~--:"CCoOf-V;;-.,Cm~hc·.y's 
d<~"unl of ht' t.~vd. ir. C.nll , 1 A , i" ." 1''11'<: 'nv<n,j" n! ''1,1 ;n." t Ih~t he nevcr 
vi,il,·,1 """'y of the place. ,1.", .il",,1 ill~ '."' . Thi." an inlPU!.llion "hi· hone w uuhl 
11,,1 f,,·1 ,ndined to p.'y mrn:h ,ttoa t io n t o. ~I il i, lout n . tu" ,1 th,t they ,houl" "Y I" 
""I'u);n Ih~ authority uf , ueh an uneompr"nll, i"E up!",,, ",,t of thei r ",ter. o" Ind p"li~y 
'" C"nl.~l A.ia, we'o ';t not rhat on ""ding hi . book one i. " !toni. h.d . t Ihe i,,'cru',lcy 
,,( h~ "CI"ril'lion or pl . " • • l u"h a l Sam".and .nd Do1<1wra, which h. r~pre .. ntl him.el£ 
, $ having "I",nl mu<h linle .,n ,1 t.ouble in " . plu.ing. 

A. a m.th,! insl.II\ce or this I m~y mention thM h~ lUte. (page 299) th.t the 
j nS<. -'ptlon oveT the enl.ance to Tamerl.n<' , t omb 'uRl t hu . ,_ 

• . '1 ; .. 1 > .. _ ~I= ~I I. • ...5..- ;r- "" • F- V-
h'-Pf'CM,1 t o have-h,d nw attenlion ~ttr~.rc, ' by thi. very intc""tion when vi " ti ll c 

Ih" ~,ty, an,1 I too k it ,fow~ at tho ti", e "' my poo.kct-h .. " k. it .un. thus ,_ , 
J y.-I Ai l,; >.r""" "I "='" ~ 1 ¥ 1 Jot 

It w,lI-he nOle,r th.,t wht'~M the epith.1 "p,'i .. 1 by the write. t o hi",S:lf at put 
duw" by V.mb.:ry'jl ..J..ij ' th31 " " \,oor" a. r~s" .'11 wo( ,lly gou.!. , ;11 the ori);i".1 

r' 
the worJ '1,.;,1 ; .~, that ill" fceble" in t el peet of bo,ly. 

It " ' ''flr.;l ms tu "y 11. le.llt I~.I . nU l> "f V. mb.:,y· . "b",.vatlo" ~lId O!lenl~1 
"'~W1"m.I>'" . hollld b.v< f •• J I.bc '1l>C" pl;un .nd ~uutl.d it l u ul.lccuutdy. 

I> 


