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BeglFrZeg of BclJflhan, and lu', ",hose ~\:it is sustained "ith the 

]ilTgest sum of money, is in no fcar of JOl'>ing hi s causc. 

Althougl\ the inha!.Ji{;mb of the towns and ,'illagt·s groan beneath 

the arbitrary sway of the govel'llor of Sfuu,1a, his authority il> hanHy 

aeknowlt"dged by the wandering tl'iues, of which th(>\'c arc a grea t 

Illany, both Pel'~iall and Arabi'lll, ill K llz;,,/rm. Of the AraLian, 

the mo<;t numerous ami powl'dul an~ the "llidlj/cN O\!III lJem 

LfIIlt. The Alief!it('('I', w1li(;11 j" dil'ided iuto a ,'ari.::t)' o~· hl',\Ildll'S. 

amounts, it is sllppo~cd, to forty thnus[lml souls. Thl'y ~raz(' tlu ir 

floeks ell the banks of the KaruulI, the _4u;::.,,{, illltl IIJ1' ,h'(,I'i/!t; 

and the B elli Lam, J, cdlUjl~ not much ill/i.-riu!' HI IIlIIu!Jen, 

OCCtljly du,> borders of the 'l'J;1'i8 ami G!llIIil"', The 1\'r"iall I!,jJH'~ tlo 

not often ,Ieset'uo iutu the Illain ; for al'> they ha \'c 1"'1'1' heen il lawh'''s 

and disnrd('r1y Lanuitti , Ih('Y prefcr thc fal>tllt''''l'~ of Ihl' mOlJllt.liu", 

where tltey can carryon their ueprt'clatiolls witli a gn.:atcr dt'gn'I' of 

imlllluity. Mr. Moutcith anu mysl'lf, ill our journey a('t'u~~ t1J(' (h·~e !'l . 

from Shuster to R(fm H(Jl'lltw:., cucountered a party of olle uf tllt"" 

tribes, and happily succcc(j(><i, not only in heatillg thclU vir, hut III 

making a IlrisollC'c of one of their It'adcr~, WIIOIll we carrird had; to 

thc city. 'VI' had no ~OOlll'r arri,'cd, than I lodgl'd a forlllal cumplaint 

agaimt him with Meerza Shelf.-e, the g0\,CI'IIl)l', dC'lllandillg. ill the' 

name of the A!llIia.~~'Jdur, tilat he shoulJ Lc ImhEdy pnnj~h('d. The 

lJfecr:.a, with whom wc were pC'rson:llIy aOluaillted, failly c()llf('~"cd 

hi.;, inability to pUllish tue p!'i~oncr; and t::L"C it a ~ I J j~ ad,i('(', 11mllH' 

.huuld 



~!wuld a\'.Iil onrs('ln''\' of an oller which he bad made, tt) conduct us 

ill safety II.(iugll ti,c (h'~c .. ', l)rO\'idrrl hc rc('('jn~d hi s pardon. lVe 

.,cl~on!illgly llrxt morning sd out :1 "('coml tillie, c~cortc(l lIy I>ixty 

dHl~cJl hl!r~(' lIlrll, of the );ume hallcljtti that hat! attenlFtI,.1 to fllII~·d .: r 

lIf. VII tIl!' pr(:(·(,fliH~ flay: 1101' (lid they oRer to (luit m, lIntil we 

('nll're't! til e ,aile), or Rom 1..·1)1'/111(:, :1 di~tallce of Ilcaf ~cn'nty llIilcll ; 

wlu' li we lIlatle th(,J/I a trit1in~ pn,,!!cnf, anll they rcturned to their 

hOIlll's. 

Of U,e four gl'c:ll rivers which emuclli~h and fertilize tbeM! plains, 

the hl/rOlm, whidl ha~ aln:ady ix'cn IllcntioJ)('fJ, i~ tlu· mO<'t consider, 

.,"I~ Next. in Jlmgllilude to the XI/TOOl! is tile Ak:,(ll r[1"1'I 1 t htl~ 

two ~our{'c~; olle in the S/wtur Kull, near BUQl'q;ird, and the other 

in the mountain,> of J.,vtll'i.~lfI1l. Tiley form a junction, thr{'c t\a~'~ 

jOllrlWY to the North of Df':plltml,. and afl('I' pa~sing lindt'r the walls .. 

of thilt citr, ('IIlIJ1y them seJ\'c~, nfter a winding cour.S t', illto tlte 

KIIl·ntlll, 'It BIlII<ickeet. 

Tht' third is Ij,(' Kerf/h , or HlII/"('~sn river. calk41 by tile TurJ..s the 

Kurasu. Tllis ri\el' i~ flllilled by th" jlU)(;tlOlI of many .\o treil lU 'i in the 

Ilro\' inl'e uf drdelan, III I\./(rdi,df/II. It rUlls through the l'I.,in of 

KI'rmllm/mll', mel>ti llg a ri,'cr called the AII":ffI/'/II·, flllll" 11 1. k~ abol'(' 

that ("it )', a nd the (;11/110-"1(, I·jght JilrH/}/~S belo\\" it. The laUe!', wllich 

has it~ ';OI.lI"C'{' lIt'at" j\'.!w"(>fl/l, pas.\ot's withiu thrC<' miles of BI'sifflJon, 

and prc\'iou" to ill; juncture with the Karr/.'Ill, rcn,j\,cs th(' waters of 

the BcsiUoQII, .Hlt.! the rin'rs DUl'cCIIIJr ant.! l-]lfrsecll. TIle Karas/(, 

now 
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nOlv g'reatly increased in magnitude, flows with 11 furiuus cour~e 
• towm'd't ~Il:isf(m, receiving, ill itg Jlas~agc, the trillU\c uf many 

~ams; and, nlnollg,t otht'rs, lilt' llflf)/IItlJ .hOOf/, four fit!'srlllg$ 

from K(J'f1l11la/mu, It passc!; Oil the 'Vest of the I'llins uf Slt/(,~ to Ihl! 

titl' of I/ml'/"t!r;tl, ;t1J(1 ('nters tilt' ,81m/-III-Ami" IIt,OUt Iwruly mi/rs 

below KI/rlm, '1'11(, fourth I'i,"cr is that whidl I ilpprcltcu!1 tu he the 

nncicnt G!III(/('.I'. Of the source of thi s ri\'cr I am ig-UUl"itllt: it cOllie .. 

from thc Ulotmtilin'! of Lrmristfw, and joins the Tigris hdweclI J\. uot 

and Am'lIft. 

Sltrtst('~·, the c:Jl'itil of J\w:i.,'rm, ami the n'sitlCllcc of a }Jrgkr­

Leg. is situawd in Latitudc 32'1 North, Longituul' -1H~.5H' E;t~t, at"thl' 

foot of the 1I1001ll1ain .. of IJllck/ill !'i , on an ("lIliUl'LI("C u\'crlookiu!-;" the 

ral)id course of the Karofl1l, across which tilert' i1'l a IJrillgc of one 

arelJ, upwards of eighty fcct hig11, froll) the ~ ullllllit (If ,rille!. tile 

PCl'tlll\t16 frequently throw tht!Ul&.clvcs illt (l the water, without Mh_ 

tailling the ~Iig'ht<'st injury. It il' dcfl'lHku on the we~leJ'1I side 

by tht' river, and on the other side ... by tile (JI,t simII' wall, now 

fallen into decay. The llOust's ari' good, heing prillt'ipilJi) huilt 

of t.t (oIlC", hltt the st reets arc n~ITOw alul dii-ty. 1'1.(' population 

exCCCffs fiflt-t-n thvllsand soul~. Pet'sians ami Arah.~; lIud there i .. a 

considctn.blc l\m.I\\tf~\ct.llrc of woollen &.tll ils, wllieh an' ('xpl)rh'tl to 

Baas(JIr(1, ill return for the Indian commodities tJrougl't frolll tIlt'nee. 

This ~jty l li generally bc-liel"Cd to be the ancil'nt ."'/1.'''; but, lo r 

reasons wlliclt slJall hcrcafrLf be ~tatecl, I am of a diffcrClit OI)iuiolJ. 

o S"II~, 
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SIms, in tbl' ultl Per ... iun i:lngulIgc, m('iln<, ple<l1> ing, deliglltful, and 

Shuster 1> lil1 mort' dd ight fu l ; a namc giH:U, accotllillg to the tradition 

of the bc!. t inli lrlllt,t1 nati\'e~, hy Sapor, tbe ~on of Al'taxerxc~ Raul'g.lD, 

to thi:- city, whidl 11(' founded, :lIul caused to he i>Ullt, 1111111.:1' tLl! 

i n~pt'c tio t1 of his pri~ iJllt' r , thc ltomau elnlll' ror, Vul~'l ian ,· But \\ lIe­

ti ler S IIII,,'( I'I' he the <lncient SUSfl 0" not, the ruin '> which still remain 

telo ti!)', that it \\ as Ollce "lllacc til' ,'a,t ('xlc nt , :Ind 110 tlifli ng lUagoi­

liccnc{'. Tho<-e ma._t worthy of attention <Ire tile c.~tk, the dyke, antI 

a IJridge. 

P itrf of tlte wall~ of the former, ... aitl to ha \'e been II .e abm)e of 

ValCi"ian, are ~ lil1 standing. Tlwy oCI'ull)':1 slilall hill at tile WI·~ t('fn 

t'xh'cmit y of the town, (1 0 111 ",hid 1 there i~ Ol fine vicw of the ri \'er, 

lIlol\nt 'li n ~ , alltl ildjuiuing cou nt ry, Tlli .. (urtres ... b , on two sitlt'\ 

,It'felltll·d Ii)" ;1 dift'l l, now allllo~t dJflakcd Ill' with Sillll l ; ilnd , 011 d ie 

ot lln 1\\"0 , uy a IJ rllllch of the' Kfl I'OUII. It h;\ ~ hut one gall'way, 

tm ilt ill ,Ill' R C'm:tn fa~ l liulI, {(lrm(,lly Cllter('d by a tJr'aw- lll·idg('. The 

Jlill i .. 1I1mo .. f cJllin'l), ('x c:! n lli',J, ttll,1 fOrilled into .\"Urdu!,.\· a lld su!Jtcr· 

ralle'ous atJ llcducb, throug h ",It icl. the wakl' !>l ill contil1uc~ to ftow. 

Nut f.1.r frum the cil~tlc i .. th e (lyke', ur lmllll, uuill by Sl'por auos,> 

the K fll'OUII; uot, a~ D 'Herbdot would in~ illll lltc, to pl"t:\'t'nt a "!<econd 

del uge, but mlh(' r ttl oc .. ;l:.ioll Ol\{', by turning a l:u ge pro]lortiull uf 

the water illto it channel more fa vourable tu agricullul'c, thilU that 

which 

The n ... man soldll' r', It i. fll id, litre (,JIlpl"y~d Ui the llI·chi lcctl. 



wllich ll11tllrC had. as<.igJJed to it. 'l'hi ~ d.'"h.." ",hid, 1- IUlili uf cut 

stonc, hou lld togetlllT hy clamp!> of mlll, about twenty fel'l iLl ill' r :lth h 

and JOUl" hundred F H·tb iu IC'ngth, with twu slHall ;tl"{;bes ill tilt' middll', 

hu,·jng, fro lll ,nUl t of {'art' , g il"rrl way to th e forcc or tlH' ton·cll t, tIl(' 

princ(', J\f;thomell Ali i\1rcl"7.:I, gon'l"llllr o f !\./·nllllllslwlI', has, fur 

thc!>e fOIll" years pa~t, b<.'t' lJ (' lllploycd ill rclJllildilig it. It is just 

completed, anti already its bendi!"ial c1rcct ~ Iwgill to Ill" fd t. The;:: 

artificial canal, occa\ iolJC'Ii II )' tile comi ruction of th is l1 ) kr, ll i~{'m­

bogllCS, aft cr a long ami winding COI Ir.~C, iuto the lJl' ,:;pluJIII, half a 

mile from l1mldel-eel. OVC1' till' canal i" a oritlgt·, Imilt of hewn 

~ tonc, consisling of tllirty-two arches, tll"{'nty-ejgllt of 1I IIjell arc yct 

cntire. 

The town of D'·:.phQ/d, hH'llt y. rig.ht miles ' \'l',1 of .... ·/III.~I('r. 

contllins nearl y as mallY inhabitants as that (;ity, aud is ~ itllille tJ nn 

the {,:lstern L:mk of the AIJ"::.(d, in a iJculitiflil and spOIcioll'; plain. 'fhe'" 

ollly ornalllent of D c,:;plf(ml i .. an {'Iega nt IJI"irlge'", of t llTll t) - t \\·0 ill dl("~ , 

{'red!!!\ by the (·olllillami or Sapor, a )lflnCI- ,·('"k ilr,lted, imlh :1 ' Il l\' 

founder anti J c"hoy{'r o f citi('s. T llc I)i er.~ :Ire malll' 01 l . tr~' ·I ' ;'1"111·'. 

hroug ht from the ncighhollrhoOli of 81111.\/1'1", ;'II{l t1l1· :udw .. :l lI d Uppl·1 

V:u·ts of hUrJ)t uri, ·k. It j" liml' hundred :tllt! fi fty pan' .. ill kUi; tI" 

tWCIlly ill hrc..'l.dth. a nd about furly in Il eigh t. 

About se'·Cll or I:ight miles to thr '\'c~t of 1)/',:;p!t lJ//f, (·om lll '·I1(·(· 

t1lC ruins of SIms, strctd,ing !lot !t's~, pcdLai'~ , liL :1IL !weil l' mdt"~. 

from OIiC extremity to thc ut ller. Th ry ("xh·lld il !> far us the C:I, II·I!l 

o 2 
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bank of the Kerah; occul'Y an immense space, between that river 

and thc Ab;:.ul; amI, like the ruin::. of OI!8ip/wlI, BC/hyloll, and A-ufa, 

con,i ... t (If \Jillud..b of eartb and rubbish, covered with bw1..clI pieces 

of hricl. auJ l',,!uun-d tile. The lW'ge ... t and lIlo::.t J'cDlarl..ahlc of thclie 

rnoull& .... tallJ at the tii::.tancc of about two mile.') from the K ero'" 

TI.tc fir ... , i .... at the jowest computation, a luilc iu CirCl.lUlfcrcllc<', and 

Ilearly Olll' IlIlIldrcd feet in height; alld the other, ahhough oot IJuitc 

Ill) high , i ... douulc the circuit of the fOI'IJ.H'I'. The:.c WOUlJu ... bear SOllie 

1"{'!.cllJltiallce tu the pyramid ... of jJa/,ytull ; witil tJ.U.., ditfcn:ucc, tbat 

imtt->l'\ of "'ciug ciltirdy U!JHJ.: of Lrick, they urc forllled uf clay aud 

J)il'('(':; III' tilt·, \I ill! irregui<11' ];tyt'I'~ of lU'ick aUlI UlOl'tar, iiI'(' or ~ix 

fcet in tbi(:l..m·~"', to l>Cl"n', it "lIuuld '('CIII, iI~ a I..iud of prop 10 the 

lmkl>S. L;ll'~C blo..;l..,,, of marlJlc, oo~n'd "ilb bi(·rugIYlluit. .... , arc not 

ullfrc(luclltly here di~co\Cn·d hy the Al'al,...~, whcu (li!!'Sillg iu r.t'iuTII 0(' 

bidden tr('a~un'; and at the foot uf till' 1JI000f dcmleu uf tllC pyramids 

&talHls the 'TfllI/lJ uf Dame!, a ~U}<llI, uud Olppiut:utly a lllooern build­

ing, erected on the "1101 where the rcli, " of that plOphct arc believed 

to rC,!,t. 

These ruins, according to M .. jur Rcnncl, rqm!Sent the ccle_ 

hratcd city of SU.I'fJ; Lllt another <.liblillglli~hcd OricutllJ geographer 

controverh thi~ l,y potbesi~, ami ~~sutne!'o, that SIIIf.<>lcl', and not Situs, 

occupiel> the ~itUllliull of tlte nncicllt Illdl'upolj~ of the Ea,,'. As the 

que~lion lit hr.uc apJlears to tile to bc cnveloped ill lIludl obscurity, 

and, aflcr all, llH'I'C Ill.liter of conjc~tur{', I ~hilll briefly state the 

<lrgumcnts 
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arguments adduced by each, in support uf their .~ys teJ(} ~ ;0 alllI, without 

pr(,louming t(, give an opinioll in fanlllr of either, aceump.Uly the \\ hole 

with a few oh~nvatjoDs, whieh 11 pCTboual vi~it to the country amI 

places in dispute, combilled with the hest iuformatioll I could obl..lin 

when OJI tile spot, l,utitlc!lle to offeL 

The iuducc.m('uts which Ica.d Major ReUllci to Ikeitle in favour of 

Sims, are: 

Fir.~I, the similarity of nau1\'; and lbt! "iluatiull, which agrees 

beltcr with the dbtallee ot!lw('('u Sardis a.ut.I SIl.'J((, mentioned jll lhe 

talllet>. of Ari. ... tagorw., than t1mt of Shuster. Secondly. thc legemlor 

tlu" PrupllC't Danid, nhuse coffin was fuund at S!t/l.~ ; anu thinlly, that 

SIf.I(f onghl to II{' l'lan'll Ull a riH'r, wilidl hOi, it:. M)Ur('"cs ill 1I1f:dirt 

Dr. Viucent, ill I('ply, ,,;lY", " that tbe ~iUlilarity of lJ.llll e i ~ it corro· 

oor,II;1I1; cireullht.Ulee, wIll' . .\.l wc wc ~ure of uur llo~iljon ; Lut lill thc 

,]lo",ition be a~c('rt .til\cd, it is only a prc;,unl ptin" proof~ ami often falla· 

eioul>: anti tlmt Slm.l·la <lpproaehes ~tillllcarcr than .';'1ws to SIIlf~/l(m, 

wllich is its tilk iu Scripture, and ShU-.\/1/I1I differs not from Sus«, Lut 

fly the in"ertion of a dot ill the kttcr ,I/till. 'l'o..tl to the legendary 

traditioD of the Tomb of Daniel , little more. rc~pcet is du<'. tlmll i.o 

tIlC kgcndfi of the CliUrch of Romc and th(' l\1abomedall t\·aditinu<,. 

That SW;ff. was t)n thc river Eul~u.~. 'I'o.at 5101.ll('1" i" more i.llleiellt 

thau S/t.us. Iin\ jng, ill the opinion of Orient.11 \\'riter" U(,CII oui/t 

uy Houeilenk, and according to the lIlytholo~y of the Grel'"'' "y 

Tithoni\ls, t~e son Qf l\·Iclllnou. Tlmt Susil/lm, the nalile uf the 

province, 
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J1TO\'iu('(', nppl'oacll (, ~ }l('arcJ' to .'11II,lw)I ; and Kw_i~((m, its modern 

appcll,lt ioJl , u{,liwJ (HIm the mOlllltains which surround it. i ~ 

nidcutly COlllll'('tc(1 \\idl tile K isi;, K ussi, and l\-<J~~'ij of Ihe Grccl.. ~ , 

'l'hat N\',IITh ll" .. aii"d lip to ."II/SO, without clltcl'iHg thlo SM/-'d-Arl(b; 

which he coulrl n •• t IJU I'( ' l[olle, had that city , .. tood 01) the X('I'(lli: lind 

that whl'll Atcx'lIl(kr descended til e> R llff'lIs, h e sent II i .. I\i :.ublcd &hip~ , 

through the cut uf the U f!fal". into thl' SImi-ill-AmI!. AIlII, finally, 

that a stron~ rC;I~O Il for placing SliM! at S.11II~/cl' occur:. in Ebll Ilaukul, 

who ~ay", Hmt ilu-n' i~ not in all A-u'Zi"lnll any mountain, exc('pt;at 

SII//\(('/", .I ollff, .... '/w/!IJUr . and A nh: amI as it i .. ('\' jdent from hi~torr. 

that the cu .. t!c (1f Sf/SlI Wll;. u placc of strellgth, it i:. rcasonable to 

SllPpO~ that it ~tood upon a hill." 

That Ihc c ity of SIIS(l stOtJd on thc rivl'r E llfclts , ur ('1wn.~l'f's, 

Jw~, I h('lie\'(', nCH'l" been dellied ; but the g reat point, in my humhle 

olJinion , to dcterminc, i~, whidl ofl hc tlJrt:c grcllt rivers, t he A -fII'OOTl, 

A Ir:u/, or :A"rra/I, i~ 111(' CI/IJI(,ff!("~ of llcTulJotu " D r. Vincent 

l,ujlp0<;r, lilt' I'il"('r whil'h !lOW!) thrnup:h f.11II\frl', ami that whid, wa.,ile,> 

ti le \I'aJl ~ of D r-_J,lioll l, 10 he tilt' qIJI!'; /'0,. Ilc C,I)"'>, Ihat H.c water~ 

or till' / l h-;"I arc J':li .. cd hy a IlI(1UIH1, Of d~ I.e, at lJl';'p/w/(/, to supply 

Shll"trr: aud thi~ llIi ~ tul,e Ita .. h('en occa~iolll'd, hy h i:. ('(mfu<,iug tl)(' 

11I(IId flf SapOI'll ith tll(' hridge of t Il l' ])('::'p/I/II//, 'flli ... imagillilJ'y 

rjl·rr h then ' t(lI'C fllh'l,l cd hj the IC;II'I1('U Doctol' a~ the L'II/~'II.S. 

J ha l't' :.lat, ',1 h(' fol"c , th at th c Al.rvat ami /i.-m'ooll arc dific rt'nt 

.trcam .. , alltl h,tI'c 1101 the &ligllte~ t connectiull II il ll c,Jch other, 



103 

prc\'ious to their cOllR ucncc at Bum/eked, eight JiIlSlfIt!!;~ IwlO1V 

SIIlts/,!I' . D czpluJ/lI is twC'nty.eight wiles \Vc!>t of thi~ tOIl II ; allli the' 

country is so c1c\"atcd hetween the two citi('s, a~ to l'cmkr ,uell a 

communication utlniy im[lo~., ihJc. Both the .Aflrm)ll amltl!" .J1,'ZnL 

l\ill, lIOW('\"('1', all ~w('r J>wlemy\ descril' liuu of till' .EII/t'lI,,", ina'> lllllch 

as they ha\'(' each thci r sources in AII,dill, .lUd ('utCI ' the P f'I"sirm Glilf 

llIight, thel"l'fo fe, have a sCt' lHlcti l·ithcr till: ./111 -::'111 or ti le n arooll, 

without (;I ltcring th e SI/(ft~ld-Al'fI/J; alit! ccrt;lilli ), could not have 

done so by the Kcrrrlr, which mcd .. that .. tn'aH), LttW('l~n /J{/~,\Ol'(t ilnd 

KOloml. But tlti .. l'ircUJll~tallCC will not he much in f:IHlIlr of Dr. 

Vincent'., H~~lIl1lptinl1, fOI" the ruius or .... '1,,'., approad\ within a fl'w 

ltJiles of the ,AI!';;,t/: ami wc are unccrtaiu "helher the EII"'/f.~ flowed 

to the Ea ... t or \Ves! of ,""IIS", Nor i~ it, Ill' any !HelHl!., ,;,() n idt'ut a~ 

tile Doctor seem'> to think, that thc ,""III,l/er i.., more ancient thall Slim" 

S/IIlS, which is the term, and nut S'I,I, illcaJ\ ~. iu the old Pl'rsian di.lll-u, 

rlcu.,ing or 'Ig rccahlc ; unu iffr j.., tlte ~ign of 11.e cOlllpllraliH", \Ihich, 

according to lhc t radition". of the bc.,t iuformc,l llat iH'~, \\." :,pplie,l tn 

the ... ituat ioll of the present ('apital of AIr.i,IINI, hy Sol pOI', \\hell ll c 

cau~cd tha t ,.. i' f to be uuiit, in ('umnK'!Uur ,ition of Iii .., "idOl Y Ulcr rllC 

Homan clIIpCrOI", Vall'I i,Ul; fur it \\'a~ ~II~(/, awl not .Vl/llil'}" 01' .V/lll, 

(if neither n.·p n· ... ent that mct['op() li ~,) which i.., alluded 10, hoth II) tile 

Grc(:k ;l ud Oriental writers, lUI huviog iJeeu founded oy Huuclicu l, aud 

the sou of l\[ctnDon. 
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Koltisiaf/, nnd Ku-:.isf«u urc perfectly distinct terms. The former 

is literally a country of mountains, and could not apply to SnstmUl# 

whkh i~ fhlt; .AII;.istrm j~ said to mean a country of sligar,· for the pro .. 

duel ion of which article Ihis prm·illcc 1H\l.1 h('cn falllou~. An allditlonal 

arrtumcnt ill support of J\'bjor Rcnnel's PfJ~;tioll may he drawn from 

Straho; who tells us, that the Per~iall capital W3.:., cutircly lilIilt (If 

brick, then! not ix-ing a stone in the pr01·ince. Now the fJua .... ics of 

Slm~ter lire "cry cclchrated, and llllllo~t thf" whole of the tOW/I is built 

of !otOIlC: hnt there: i!l no such thing in the ('n\'iron'> of Sfm.v, "hich 

wa~ e"idently formed of brick, n.s will (l'Plleal" from my dc:.cription uf 

the Ilyrumids thut now remain. 

The tlifficulty in dderl\lining thc true po~ition of Stt .. tn i1 grently 

incrcascd, by tlle impos~iuiljfy of rcconciling till' pn:sent CUIII .... {''> of 

thc ri,·crs in Hlis 1,ro'''incc with the accounts given of them in 111e 

writing<> of IIncient hi~toJ'ialls. Herodotus sP<'ah of the ('hO«f'11f'1I as 

the rin~r of SUS(I; but Danid, Diodaro'>, ;Uld AITian, '11I1y 111(,lllion 

the ElIkffS.- anti we arc therefore led to cunclude, that flit, sallie river 

is ;~IIt1dl'd to, under diffi'l"cnf nnlUes. ]I' we :Idmit the l'uin~ of SlUts to 

be tho~e of ancient SIIS(I, the Kaah will cot1't'~ponJ with the descriptiun 

of tlle CIIO(I .. ",1(,8, but nut to thut of t11C Eu/mll; for the hltter enlt'rcd 

the 

Su I "lIo iuf;,rmrd h.l ~ h'arn~ .. l Jlfool(l Ilt Shllf/(T,.. but I baw! my don!>" on IIII': 

lInl~~t, nlld think thi~ name "III mCln! llkdy deriv'Cd fI"oll1 the CWJOtlI" "h.., mhabited tbe 

lll"ghb •. mrius mountilin •. 
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the Glllfhy:l clJ:lnnd of it., own, whil~t the A"'Tldl !low" into th(' 811,t!· 

td-Arah. As it is not, hOWe\'cf, D.~cf'l'taille(l tlJilt the Clw(/"lwS and 

Eu!ell.f WCfe tile sall1e, let li S Sll/,PO~(' the furlllc!' 1(1)(' l'elln"';(,lltcll in 

the A-emil, and tlJ(' lati ('!' in the Ah-: .. ul.' Ill{' l\-urfIfJ}/ mll~t llicn !.Ie the 

C(JpJ"(fIc,~ of Diodoru~, ,\1)<1 the .f('rfllii tlie' P aNiI ~:; ri.\" Hue t he (li~laJ\cc 

is not IIltogct!Jel' applicahle , for t1H~ Pmi{~;ri" would app<,ar 10 ha\-c 

beC'1l much UC'lr('l' to the Cupl'o{rs than th.' 1\I(I'IIU/t tn t i1 (' .I1T1r1l i, 

A ccording to Dr. Vinct" '!':' l'~,h'lIl, the K llrlJol/ allli Hlf/",js arc the 

same. II luht til e l\Qurklllmk('lIl/(' n'prCSt' lih til l' (')111'(11".1', aud tilt' 

.lemhi the Pusifi~l'i" . lfthi~ .. ph-Ill \)1' ctll"r('rl, it i .. , ill th c first placC', 

!.irantiC'. that Uti llleotion "boul'\ be lIla(\t- by :lllI:il'ul g('(J;';'I 'arh('r~ , or 

the g r('at lif('r' A -f'rull ,Ilu l Alr.lIl; alltl , ill tll (' next , tll(' "i;t.e 1111(1 

cour~c uf th(' A."oodJUlllkclId!' II ill !lut <I t-\ l"cC' with 1\'11<11 j, '>aill uf tile 

t'p)l}'(/Ir,~. Djodorll~ a"('rl~, tllat j\lIlig:OIlIl~ 1II01r;.:lI('11 ill olle ui r:, llt 

frotll the Elflnls 10 thc COjlmlc,I',. hilt it i, uUerly impo",jllk for :'11 

arllly to movc, in 5>o l>hort a t lln~' . frolll the nurmw 10 tlw A -Qor!./lfm­

/.-elll/f' , a journcy of ,l],oul ninety mik .. : Ileidtl'l i~ till' (kl'lIl uf tl li, 

~trC':un su mciently grt'al , ill til{' dry ~ca~OI!, III rc'l[uirc Imah, or a 

hrillg<" for tile Jla'~agc of a n unlly; IJcilig lord!llok lor "II JIlo!llh .. III 

the y.::ar. A'ltigonu~, after his defeat, n-lirl' lil o till' ,'ity or 1:ml/(r(! 

un lilc Ellh,us. Il ('1lI \\hid, plm:I' Ill' eli'patchcll NI'ardl1l' , liIl'Ill,:.!!! 

Cwwma, t t; ~Et!JUI(///II. Now if t he n m'olH/ hc the Eul(,II~, 11. (;/((I 

[Jlust have been ~ilua t (,IJ furtlu' r dowil tllC riw'I', a' SJIIf~ /1'/' i .. c!, I' (' to 

'hc mountaius. Alld yet this could hanHy Le tuc C,N', a~ tIll' 'lrlll )' 

" ;,jU\;lIJlT,1 
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:\th.lUCCJ in to lII~d/(/ , wi{houl allparC'lltly " i~itillg the capital. Did 

the ./lb:..al I'cprcscut the EIII(,II~, tli" po~jtion of Bmiflca WDult.! corre .. 

~pulld \Iith J)1 ":.Jlfwut, ami it j, to Lcoh.<.cn'cd, the nearest I'oute from 

Sllu~lcr to lIwlI(uilll1 lit'> through this IOll' ll. 

I h.n·c tllll' ~ t,II('J iLl I that OLClUi to llIe on tiJi ~ perplexl, and to 

lIlost people nniutclcfol iug wl~l'('( •• Hul WJIl only add, that the !:l ite of 

tllC city of SllIts i., nol\' it sloumy II lldcrne~~, infested hy lions, hYlI'Das, 

antI other bCi\.,h of ]lIC)'. The dread 01 these furious animals cOlllI1C\lcd 

.Mr. J\Iontcilll allli Illpclf to t.lk(' ... 11l'licl for the llight "ithin tIle wall~ 

til at cllcompa!,,, DUll ierH 'Tomb. 

FWIlI hence it i", eighteen ,ftfJ'.\/lJlgl, Ol'e\' it dc,<,cli<'u ronnt!'y. to 

11111/{'('::0,' a city silu.t l.; 'J' t thc rin' l' K CJ'a/l, and in a clil:>l rict wfikientl), 

f('llile to supply two-filUh of tile corn 115c(1 in the market., of BU$sQra, 

flom II hiLh it i« di~talll sevent een fur\!(/I;; ~. II(1 l£'cc;(t was form!') Jr 
gO\cructl II)' a lr(llh(', or I'lincl', of it, m'll; bllt a di ' Jlllte ari~iug. 

1>O/lle few ~ (':tF ago, betll l ' II him :11111 h i ... sul~eeh, he, in all unwary 

moment, c.lIlnl in the assi;'l;mee of the l'cr"lans, "ho <; rizeli IIpon the 

cit y for tlH'lflsd rc~ , aml cOJlvcyed the Ullfortltuatc Tratlee, a~ a pi i'!'olU'r, 

to lJ/'-./Jh1m(, 

'fill' cliullIle of KI/:.. i~l(Ot is healthy; .lIlt! the city of ... WIII,ln, III 

varticui.u', i,., so H'!tlad.abJc for it s ~.tlubritr, a~ to he the ('olliinuni 

l'e~ort of ill\"llid.~ fl om tlt(' lourroundiu!,; t('rt"itoric~. 111 ~ Ulllrlll'; , Ihe 

he;! ts nrc c .... C(: ... ~ il (' , from ninc in the llloruing till the !klllle hour at 

Il iS1tt. "hcll the air i .. l"(.frc~heJ by a genlle ulccze frolll the N, 'V; 

tile 

, 
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tllC inhabitants, tltcrdorc, take refuge in suLtenallCOIl ~ dlOlIlll,(' r, 

during the day, and pa~s the night Oil the !lat rouf, of tln.ir I IIJ\~ "''' ' . 

The winters arc milll, ;lIltl tll(' !:oprillg~ tcmperate ilud Ildigluful. Sw,.\· 

i~ ouly seen on the sUlllmits of the lllountaill'> ; hat ,jol"lIi ~torm ... b)' 

hail frequently pro\'c wjurious io tIle crops. Peri odical r;J j lJ~ prCl":li1 

from December to the cild of March ; hut the hUld i~ prill(" j imll~' (""1I!li~ 

vatcd by irrigatioll. The soil i~ Lhl'ki~h, ti l,gHl with r<,d, :tutl ... 0 rich, 

as to Trllder it nnncc('ssary to go more thatl a ~pall in 11"plll. Two 

crops ar .. yit>ltk<l ill the )ear, awl there i~ no ~pcci('"S of (ntit or :,;r;tin 

known in Persia, that will not thr;\'e in j';/I:;;s[(//I . Thl" prodltct: of 

Sligar Wtl.!" 1 unc1cr~tand, ffOrmerly inlllJ('II~('. ]tldj~o ... (ili (·untiltlu·<; til 

be cuittTat<'d in the lIeighbourhood of D I' I,l" ml; am1 PHl;pi,· ... , from 

which an excellent opiuJll is (,.,traded, ill tb;lt ur ."h,/dr/". 
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THr: proyiuc(' of lrak, Ix-ing the greatest part of thc anciCI 

M edill, j ~ uoululcd on till' South hy P ars .mll KII~i.\hl1/; East IJ 

Klwrt/3wn and tllc grt'fll S,dl D esert; on the 'VCl>t hy Kllrdi.\lulli 

aud 0 11 tht' NUI',h I)y /}Z(·rlJiifW, G/ii/flll, alld Ala-:,ulIdct"{llllt. TIll' 

"/II":a ralll'(' of !lli, bl'l'at pnJlinc(' js almll"t ('\'( ' ''y where the ~alm' , 

iwillg entirel y HlOIIIII;lil!ol1~ ; an.llil..e tlw northern p"irt of j 'fl )',', the 

\ all i.· ... a n ' of an ilHldiliitc It ·ng th. uut .. cldum ('xcccd It'll or fif'er n 

mile .... in hn'wll ll. Tllf' Jll()ulltain~, wbich aTC harrell and ,levuid of 

tilllf,("" rtln ahuo ... , im'aria(,ly from 'Vc ... , til Ea~t; :md {'it he!" gradmdly 

~illk illto till' (k. t· lf, or throw Ol1t urallchc .. illto 1111' pro\ ill(,l'~ of 
}\' ('/'II/(/I/ owtl A:iwFmM/I/. Til e \'alJit'~ ,I n -, li)r tll(' Illo,, ' . lIIJ('ulti· 

' -,I ted, o .. cCJlling ill Ih(' " j('iniIY of 1lle , ill;.p:c,~ : hut / ', IIIll (Jf, on tJlat 

:.JtTtlUnt ( 'II kn ~t thv .. c tll tilt; ~orlh allli "\'(' ~t) , lit' l'alll'l\ h.Hfc.n : 011 

tIlt' (''' lItr:II~', the /alld I' III gelH'!'al 3onu, aliI! (,;lpaIJI(' of yiddillg 

:dJlJJldau('(: uf CIII:I, It i~, :\' I h '1\(' ~ .I i d IHI 'n' titan OIJCI' , Oppn',· 

l'>iUIl, :tIHI it cm IM"I"('ll t ti\'hL :, I (') ill IHJpul,lliull, not til(' Jl(JOrlll", of 

Iht, ~oil :lItd it ~l"lr('i(y (J r \\at el', that o(Ta,iom. til{' Jlr<'~C llt tlt'~ol"lc 

'Ijljll'<lrancc of tLI:~c pl-t.ius, 1\ hich tlte ruins of cities ami ;lIlucdnll ,~ 

iuuicatc 



i l)tlicaj~ to have becn forllled), in it vcry I!itkrenl cunditiol1. T he 

di:.tricts of IsIIll/wII, umler the imnlCt\iatc maH,'til'IIWll! of the " I I/wl'lt 

u DOIdtlh, i~ indCN\ f,t!!.t :uhallcing to\\':lnl~ pro'pcrily aU11 the 

wonti('rf u1 improycmcnt... \\ hieh l,av(' hccn math', in 1 he l'llUr~t' of a few 

)'ca'~, lIy this ('xlmoniinary 1ll,1ll, ~hew "h,lt llIight be accomplished 

by a liberal amI \\'cll-re'g'lIlah't\ rule. 

T h(' provine(' IIf I J'(Ik i ... di\idl'll inln rl\'l' p;rC:lt d;~l r i l;l>, anti (',\eh 

of the ... c iuto bat!uQ!..,\', 0 1' 1css(' l' di~lrich. TIIt'~c live' g\t~.l l l["lli(' h 

arc: 

I. I ,v}l0lwlI. 

'1. 1'1.'111'(1/(/1, 

3. l"(H'II, 

,. il iJlll'f.lI"I" 

5. K('/'/I/(/ /1.1 IllIIt'. 

l\1o~t of the ri\'cr~ {'ifhl'l' ha\'c 10('('11 a lrc:u ly, OJ' will hrrcal'i( " Ilc 

JIIcntion('d, cxc('ptillg tllC Zri"dr)'lwd. Thi ... l'i\l'I'\ ' :I" ih "'''tll('(' iu tit( 

J\olli-.,erd, or ydlnw mountain, whITe ,:11 ;ullledl!,t may ~,t'I hl' '('t ' Il, 

loy \\ I,ich Shah Abhas the G reat aUI'lIlplf'd t(l Hll it!' il ~ \\'al:'I'~ II illl 

those of the A-fll'()QII , The Zeilllit'l'lJ()ti pa~~(.' ... ,1111011;'; " till; Li l\' II; 

lVmkw, :\ml- is ~aid to he aU~OI h('d in the irrio"lion of the '1 ,1 "i'lin:; 

ten ilory. 

r ile ~ou!hclJl {li\'i~ion or lhc Ji~hil't of 1'111./1 iii, lyillJ.> Lt ''';(.' II 

thai capital :tnll tile town'> of rt~.fI'd.lll/f~1 :m,1 J:I"':/'''I, .... II)"',' 

1'(llltlilHl!!. thai ' the ncighhouring t!i~t,.ich of }' ;II'." and jU ~l J ('U ,\ i • HI,:':', 

Hlldl'r 
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uJI!kr tile :11J~pic{'s of 1\1<IJlOl11cd lIussein Khan (the Ameen a D(mlah) 

li'om ttlC (l.'l'lorahlc state to nJ.ich it Imd hC('1I J'cduccd Ly the ravages 

of tlil' .I'~rgh(ll11. The \'aJJj{'~ arc all connected with each olher, either 

liy (JJl(' ;lin1-\'~ ill Ill{' lIJolllltains, or Ilarrow tIdil,'s. 'fIJI.. villn.;cs han' l~ 

pictut'l'''lluC ami (Iow·jshing appearance; antI the pruduce of the till·· 

/<1(';" (If L 'J!ifllt j~ nol juf<-riol' to that of the lliost fertile .!opo!s in 

l'('r,l ia. Thi., V(ll/out; is about ~e\'(' nty miles in kllgth ,LIld forty 111 

IIr('~\I\lh: it i" in'igatcd hy (·;~nals. ('ut frum t\l<: Z cilillerootf, and co\"cred 

l\ ilil \ ilhlgC', "hich ,In' ~lll rmlllf,kd with g,u,tkn" and prOdigious mIm­

Iw]' , (,I' r:h"(lll-boll ~l' ~' On (,Willi I')'. I fOlllHltbat tbe~c hinJ... art' kept 

pl l<1("il,alty 1'01' tllt' ~akc of Ille ir (!Illig ; [Iud lhat tile ad.,howledgct1 

'nprriorily ill the flanlllf of the melons at lSjJalwlI, I!> alone to be 

:!-!.:rilJefl to tbi, rich manUrl'. The largest of the pigron-to\\'cl'<' will 

"( II ';)1' i1H'( 'l' thou'and pounrh; and many of thelll gin: to tIl{' J1roprie-' 

tor, a:1 ,\Ullltal iucuuJ(' (If two to three JlUllun'd pou lld~ cacho AmOil;;~ t 

tl](: mlnl l' r/ II! !> y;Uagl:!> uf lhi, .. hallonk, is one ealltu Pcrrhakerull, 

tIi..t:lllt a!JOut .. ixtcell miles [!'Olil l~palj(l1I. 1t is cchlll'all'd as a placc 

of .oI I '.lt rdig-ifJu~ )"(" 0 1'1 to the Jt'\\' ~, Will) ~tat{' that it cOIl/ailiS the 

rdkts of :;"1':111, a cdebra/cd .Jcwi!>h matron, Lut 1101 the wife of 

Abraham. The lJll iltlij.g which inclosl's the tomb is appanmtly modt"rn, 

ami confu,t'u ill :1. !1l'rllugcm('nb. At the (':-.trrlllity of a low alld 

lIarrow p:\'~;l til', :tho'.lt tWCIlIY li.'ct long. the pilp;l'il1l I!> cOIuJut'ted to 

an :\fchctl 'lparttllC'lII. at the UppC'f cllll of which slalld~ the lomb, and, 

011 thc left, [Ill in scrilJtiull in lldH·Cw. 

'111C 



TIlE PRRS{J\:-I 1:)II'IUC. 111 

The limits of Irak comprise many great OInci cc\CiJralctl cilje~ j fhe 

largest :lml most comitleraiJle of whiclJ j, J.I'PIl!IfIII, fOJ' ;J,:!;(,~ the capildl 

of the Pel"", ian monarchy, Its original lIame i~ ~ai,J to have Lcen 

Sr'pn!mu, which it reeci\'cd from the fiJ'~t Pcniall kin~~, in COll~C(lu{,UC1' 

of its h.willg bcen thc gem'ral pluer of rcndcnolh fur tbeir arillil' ~, 

This famolls toity, whi ch I k~ ill latitnJe 3~" 2:;' N, alHllougitlHk 51" 

50' E" h:t; iJCCIl ~o miJJutdy d~'~ef;llPd. 1'1t'1l wh~' JJ at thl' heigh: of ih 

glory, Ly many travellers, and particularly by Cllardin, thaI it will 

only Le ncce"sary to .~ta.tc the changes that h:n'c bkell pbn. sim:e til l' 

IlCriod at which Sir Johll Ch.u'diu ,nole, The wall, which th(' 11 

surrounded the city, was entirely Ik~t royell, ;IS \\"('"11' l:JallY ,,;h"1 

wod, ,,, of lite Pt'r~jan kilJg~ , hy the Afghans, wbo hah' le!"t lIlaH\' 

striking Illark~ of t}wir s:t\,<lge and lJarbaroll~ habits ill CH'I'Y p:Jrl of 

the kingdom; but esp('cially here, where, a~ their ~tar WiI' JO!lg('~I, 

their ra\'agcs ar(' mos.t conspicuous., The sulJurb of Jltlj (t ha<; b(,~ ll 

reduced from twelve thous.md to si'( hutHlrcl{ familic:>. J\Iuo,;t of 

the others haxc shared the loame fate; and a pe.-"'" ma~' rille for 

mill'S aruid..,t the ruins of this immeme capital, whiloh yd :"':n~ l s 

:t l'0pulatiou of two hUIlJn: d thousand ~\I';l s . The iliit:flllll. or 

royal squar!', together widl 1ll0 ~t of the palace!; awl 1lI0o,;l[UC~, iU'C 

yet in Lcing, a1ll1, ,!1though 6>Tl'(l.t[y uI'(,:l)"cd, ;!I'C ~ Iill maguijic('JlL A 

iJCIV royal palace has just bnm compldcd by lI'l.ice l\1aholllet! IIns~'in 

Khan, which equal'!, in elegance, any of th e ulll o!){'s; and , hon[d 

his majcsty ever be induced to make bpalum the ~c::t of ZOlT1'IlHlCllt. 

IIICI t 



I r J <a;O l. RAl'HI(. ,\t. MtMOIR OF 

11:"1"<' I'" r oom to bdi(' \·c tlmt it \\"ould soon rCSUnlC its nll<'icnt 

~ pklUlullr, ludc{'d , it .,ccms to bc already cllwrging alit of its 

1 Ujll ~, IImlt'J the au~piee ,> of the rel'~on abm'c mentioued, who, from 

the IOll'c~ t orig in, IJa ~ rai ~ed him~clf to th(" fin.t ~ ifuatjons in th~' 

empire, ami Ihe (·njoymt.'llt of imUlcmc wl',,1Ih , whi ch lie employ':> il t 

the improvcmcnt of lti ~ nativc cit.y and pro,incc. 13c1>idt,,, the new 

pal ac(', II{' has hC!l.lltilicu :mu rt.'IJuilt lllany of the lJa::.al's, TqMired 

nOli addnl to the foun taiJl " ,lilt! allllt'unf't , II hieh SIlI'II! y the 11ublic 

p:, IH!t .l~ \I i th II a ter, and cllclo~ed nuu culti \'atcu aH the wm.h. land 

ill tIl!' I'ici llity of 111(' city. 

TIltTe m e tiJrrc hridgrc:; over the ZCllldrNJud , two of !!tcm III 

~ontl repair j pllrtieulady that of ~he elmr B allg ( four g ardells), !!IO 

(-, ll led fWIll ih eonnccti llg' the upper and lower (,Iwl' B IlII!:, the na mt" . , 
~i\"cn to n ~Il:tciou~ avenue, which HillS from tile roY,11 s{Jlt:trc to tlte 

foot of tile lIloll11taius Ea, t of bpa}ulII . The .s pac i (l u ~ Ituu~cs and 

p:tLwt,,, "/Iie\. op('n inlt} ihi~ royal :11(' IJUC arc a llllll ... t nil uc,troycd, 

Th,lt on flw Ea, t ClUJ of it, which was eal h:u ]Iw:.(/ I' .hn'c/) ( alld, by 

t lte a('count of all travdlcn" ouc of th e ot..iJl cJ. t c tlj ji " e~ ill l SJmlw l/). 

\ \;h n "luc('J to ;1 heap of' rllhiJi ~h by the Afg hall~ , J\[o<. t of lil t' 

1110'11[1(' '> :tu!1 coJkge~ , Ill t'llli olleJ liy Clt.traill , arc M:llluillg ; a nd 

11]( 1'1- :ll'e !!Ilili nill l' dUlrc1J('s in tile ~Ilburb of '/1/(1;1, iu n::;eh \I'{'{:J..ly 

H'ni c(' i ~ perf~ln llcd. 'l'h(' \'allies aut! plain'. I'm' IlI:UlY Ilt ik:. .Irounu 

].l jI/IIIl1I/ . art." "do1'l1('II with ,iJlage~ aud Ill. lll tnt io n.,; :mel the lir:.t ,-jew 

"Ili ch the tra\"clkr has, on coming li'oUi S),il'tlw:, o f thi~ gJ cat 1IIctro-

)lolj s~ 
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polis, is from an cmincIlcc, about livc mile"> li'Olll til(' city. when it 

bUl"ils at OIlCC upon his sight, and i~, p{'rhap~ , olle of tilt' gralldt,<t 

prospects ill dlC unjvcr~c. Its ruinnm condition is lIot ouscn'ahlc at a 

distance, all defect" heing hid hy high tn'cs and lofty buildings ; and 

palaces, collegc5, mosques, minarets, and f<llmdy grm'('~J are the {ml1 

ohjects that meet the eye. I .11m/wlt i i the fil·~t eomllH'rciai city in the 

cmpn'c, being the elOIlO! ium of the f"r eign Inull' l,elll'('('11 11/11,11 ami 

Persia, 1"urkr!! and Cfllml. It !> 1lI,1IJItradu l"e~ all: \';J riou~; hut in that 

of gold brocade it has attaincd unrimllcd c .... ct'llellc{·. 

The most arid part of I rak i~ that ~jluated bC'tln.'C1l t"ig cily and 

You:!. 11le soil is poor, Jight, and sandy; a ~clIl'rai ~c.lrci:y of \\"00(1 

.lUd water prevails; and the climate i~ hot, a lrholl1;11 1I0t unll<'.,it hy. 

The Slllan towns of ArdilStatl, Naill, Aujrillh, 1IfYII1JOlJi , all~1 Sr-.dllf,ml, 

afe wfetc11cflly built, and contain from one hunurcd to two 11ll1l,Irf'd 

houses each. 

Thc city of Ye~d is large anti pflpuiou .. , and lo ill101t('<I in ,l sall(l)" 

desert, contiguous to a Jljgh range of mounlains fUlllling Ilcall} E.hl awl 

'Vest. J't-zd is tIle grand llIart belwcl' ll 11 jl/du,~fttllJ Bu!.lulJ"I" aut! 

Per~i(/, and IS, con~cqucnt ly, a pl;lCC (If cOli ~idl)rablc Intde. The 

haM!' is well sUllpli('o, nnd tht' city cnntnins twcnty thou~:lIld hOIl~c~; 

hesitles those of thc GJ(ehrcs, or worshipper" of lin', which an' 

estimated at four tho\l~and. 1'iI(" Gw:bres IIrc an iOtlu"-triou<; p('nl'lt·, 

but arc grt'afly opprcs~ed, being taxed at tw('nty pia ... lr('" a-he,II.I, in 

addition to the \'arious other cxadions of the Persian gon'm lllcu!. 

Q IJ( rc 
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lkl't' w('rc form('riy malty opu1c:nt Hindu(ls ; but the Jatf' gov('rnor, 

wj~hjllg to eurich himself hy plunJ('ring tLeir pl"lJpcrty, they all fled, 

in on(' night, townrds A -al/dallw', where tIle), luu'c since c o;.t:\Wi;,IJCd 

O.eInsclwJs. l'lc Ilrc<,cnt Klwlt has endca,·ourcd. in ,'aill, to rt'ClLl 

UICOt, alld tI lerr nre Duly nine Hindoos IlOW io ri-::d. l'le city imports 

thl' greatest IJart of its <-'Orn from the HcighuourLood of J.lpa!tnu. 

ClIU\e a.n~ abo roCllrcC, ami 11Il ,i!ili wi-II liolllctimc' !.dl as Ligll ill> 6fty 

tQJllflltl/S. The manufacture of silk stlolffh is superior to any in Per.l'iu; 

al](\ thl' tll/mlld,l of 1i!fl, a ~ lIlall \·iJlag.e, di~tant eight milt'.e, art" 

('(I"ally (;U)l01l<;, The fort of J l~d 1111& hut a m.can appearance, anti 

tlit' tOI'"1I j" dc~titl1tc of a wall.'* re:.d is laic! clown in the Map from 

thrce pO[llh: illC fi rsl from IpfJ/m" traveIled by Cnptllin Christic; 

t11(' !o,ceol\{l fl'U1u CmfwlI, tl'<L\'cJkd by MonS1eUl' Robio ; and th<;, 

thil'll fmm thl' vilJag<, of D eltbinf, travelled by Mahom.ed Sadud.., au 

int d liricl1 t l1;(t[I"('. 

'I'h('rt' :.Ire two roaJ~ from !spa/um to the city of C'mhan; Olle 

hy the \'illagc~ flf ]lJoQI'(;/Ui/WT :1I11J GtJl'uud, ,mel tllC other by Stnlahen 

aud .. Yfltll".':.. Th(' forliler i ~ tlte lWarest, but the latter is the most 

vlcasaut. 

z.,.-:-UlIlW:., &ixty.thl'cC milc~ from L\pa/w/j and forty-three from 

Cu,~//a", is one of tLe o o[:.t delightful spots thut elW be imagined. 

It is situate ill a ,·alley, slJrrounded by higl1 nnd rugged mountains, 

fro., 

:::aptuin CJlrisiic's Journ~t. 
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f"om ~ hirh Row innullIrrahlc ri,'ui('t'i of II ;tter, Tilt' wl,(,h' of tlll~ 

\'alley, ahollt cifl,ht ml]" .... ill Iengtb, j .... a eOlltinul'u ganit·n of ilUII,tleeq , 

in which the l.ou!>c<l of tIll' inhahitants arc inter~pCTscd autl Li,1 ilolll 

the ,iel\', l\'ulllln i., f,IHICU for lIH' ,alulHity of ih climate, I'('al ~. 

peachc'<. <tilt] pretty gill q , The wOIlnnt.-trcl' .... grow to :l .. i7.c and 

luxurianC'e beyond "hat I halC ('v( r witm· .... "en in any olher couutry. 

llnd C'xtensilC' gl()\'e<;; (I t white ,lHU red nlulhcl I ic<, ,Ire (.l\l1il<llcll, lor tu" 
uke of n worm, nll,1'1l PWtlIlCC''> a sdk nm mkrior to that L,t (./lI /mllt. 

Thi., i$ the (.hief town uf four 'ml/,w!.,. It Ita .. a fort in tht' celltl C' of 

the ,.01.Ilt'y, an ('x('rll('nt warm-uath, and an old. lUo .... (ltlC, with a H'IV 

hanthome minard, ~aid to h ,IV(' been Imih ei;!ht llUlHlrc'u y('"r~ a ~·". 

Callum, one nf the lllo~l fioull"hing (·i.ies III P(,},Wl, ... 1.111,,,, HI 

slonr 1,I.,in, ill. supplicl! with Ilater, in L.dltutle 331) 5:)' N , J.II11 /. t1l1l fC 

611) ] 7' E. It oW('JI it .. proqprrit) to it .. m.tnufactlll C~ (If <:1!k, 1..11 pch, 

nml Cop[Wl warE"!. The Killg ha ... a plca~ant ll\l.tlting .... C'at .11)' gunkll. 

~jtllatet1 ahuut thret< mil ('<l frum ht"nc(', at the foot of tlte IJI()Ullt.lill~. 

,11c rn:\ll from (fn/lfVl to Koolll wind~ pl'in('i jJa1Iy alung 111(' ('dge III 

fli t' GrMl Salt Df"'If'Tf, through a I('vel country. " (,popu lated aud lard 

"'a~tc hy the' inroad .... of the Turkumam, It \\::1 <;; tbe cu..,!nm of thc <.e 

ba rh.lrHln ... , previoll" to 111(' f('i g n of tll(' prc<it'1l1 King, 10 mah.c incur­

'l ions intn PenH' , in pm·ti('~ nut ('xct'ening fm·t), or fift y mcn; when, 

aftCI' plnn'It·ring' tll(' ,.iH:lg<''' and ma.s~acr('Cillg the male inhabihult", 

th('y canied ofT' the "omcn amI children, a~ ... 1,lYe.... FOI {bi , PIIIP""(', 

each Tui'\,oman was ait(mkd by two horses, which WCIC a'> I('glli.uly 

" 2 
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trained for these ("l.IIpUWC~', or plurl!lcril,g cxpcdititJtl~. a~ the racers in 

E1Iglllnt! arc to rUIi at ]l.TC1/Jlllfll'kct; ami it is un a'Stoili~hing fact, that 

these hUl~cs Ilave UN'1l known to perform a journt·y of .~e\·clI or eight 

ImodreJ /IIiles ill as DllIlly days. 

The ('ilY of Koom \"1' .. 6 [JUilt ill the year of tile lI~ira 203,* from 

tile ruin" of seven towns, which had cumposed a ::.Ulall sovereignty, 

under Abllalrahll1an, an Ar.).bian prince. But tlli:. pCf ,>on having been 

m'crlhrO\nl hy his cllt'mics, :llItl hi::. country ruincrl, the inhabitants of 

the SCV('1} town!, founded the city of KOOIII , which WaS di,·idcd into 

6C\'('11 departments, each a!!lsuming the name of one nl' the towns 

whidJ llad bct'll d(·.,troycIl.t ]t an('rward~ uccamcollc of the fir!>t cities 

iii Ptnia, ami was long ccidlrated for its manufactures of silks. It 

staud .. in an c:>ltrll~i\'e plain, and on the banke; of a small river, whieh 

risc .. at 110 grrat di~j:tllct', and i~ lost in the Gn'at Salt D(·~ert.' 

Lalitu!ir 34" 4,) N., l~ongitudc 500 Z9' E, J\OQJ1l was taJ..en by the 

AJ.~/If/'/t,\, \\111'11 Illey ill\'aued P asirf , in 17:12, nnd eompiclt'ly 

(]r~ tff)Y( ·lJ. J',l l't or If llU~ bincc been rebnilt , but it still Iln" the 

appraranc(' of a vast rum. Thcre JS a "cry uc:m/jflll college, with 

A cl'kbratcd lllo<;(]lIe ;lIIcl sanctuary, creeicd tu Ihe mcmory of 

Fatima, th<" daughter of lilian Ueza. ]0 the mosque arc still to uc 

seen the tomb ... of ';;eli thl' Fil':.t and Shah Abuas the Sccond. The 

dome i~ lofty, aud has be\~u gilded at the expellee of the King, 

About 

, IfAn,il!e uppole ~ il to boi the D.llciellt Clwcmj! . t D'Ucrooiot. 
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About ten miles totll C North of the tOWl) is a "Ny curiou", hill, in 

the middle of the plain, called hy some J.Y imh'k A"U/I, O/' the nWllutain 

of salt, ;lnd hy others A-un T(llislII, the Ulountain a f the t,llislllall; 

for, aecordillg to the traditiollS of the country, uo per!>on succ(.'('dcd 

in gaining its f>u mmit, 

At Koom the r<HHl to TI'llJ'fllfll sqmrat('s from tbat of 7011l'('e::.; I 

shall, therefore, in thl,: lir .. t pltlel:', (olluw tllC furmer rO" ;l', and then 

return to the positions between J\oom awl 1:;lIltll/lt'lf. 

The stages from K oom to 1'chraun arc as follows ;-­

P lioli 1JduIlk , . . , , , , , . , ,. 12 mile, 

E enaar (;/lCl'd .. ..• ,". _ 41> 

7 i:II1'allll .. •.... . .• • ' .. , 2;1 

80 

The lirst day's mareh is OVC!' a IJlain , strongly impreg nate,l with 

salt and nitre ; and in the second stage it i ~ neccssary to (TO.~S a !Jart 

of the D eria K uMecr (Sea of K U/,hI't:I). a salt lake, (II' n.t/lcr mar:.h, 

whil'h runs from East to '\'Cl' t about OI IC IUlntln'd ami tin y llIiles, 

bcicg in some places upWlIrtls uf thirty-five wile!; in hreathh. The 

roads throug h tl:; ... Jllura~s arc lIot easily distinguishetl ; and tlie ulltiJr­

tUlwtC w:mderer rUlls the risk of eitllcl' peri.,hi ng in the :,walllps, or 

dying of thirst and heat. Two rivers arc crossed during thj~ rutile; 

the 6rst a t Pooli Delauk, and the other lit K inua1' G/ICrd. I am 

ignol"llllt 
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ignorant of the source<; of tbc~c ri\'t:r~ ; !Jut the watets of both ar~ 

11illsi patcd in the &and:-. of ihe Grrnt Dc,l ed. 

The approacu to 'l 'chroUII, the prc.'~c lI l capitul of Persia. is rC'ndercd 

interesting hy the 9urrouuding ~cco{'ry. To the South ale tht: extcm,jvc 

ruins of the STand amI ollce prunl\ city of llllt:; ttl the Ea~t. tilc 

mountain!> of ElIJl/l'z (famed in tht' tmtlitium 01 I'('r~ia as the ahode 

of the Da'lllOUS), to the North the sllow-clad sUillmit of the loft,. 

DUlI/al'Nul, and 10 tll!': 'Vest a )llain t~nridl\::ll "ith cuhilution and 

\'ill;lg('~, nlld forwing a delightful contrast with the rugged aDd 

:-.ln1'(,lIillllIS lUcks, which ... 1.ift it 011 tht" North and South. The city 

j, sit uat ed ill Latitude 3:;" 10' N., as has hcCllloUlccriaioctl fwm a 

lHllllucr of mcridional ol~~c rvatil)n 1> . Tbe Longitudc dcduced £1'0111 

CO$WCCII agrc('s with the road dist:Ulcc, amI 1 have then-fore phwcd 

it in r.(\<' 52' E. TchnHtIl if; about fonr milrs in ('irclllllfcn'n('c, 

ItllrnlulHlcd by a t-ll'Ollg wall, llmked by illlll tIllCI'at./(' towers, :llld 

a nobk dry ditch, with a IUf(1/.; Ttl;;;.,., or glacis, betwcen it mill 

the wall, The only lmihling of tonS('!j llcm'(' within tile cify is 

thc ('r~', UJ cit,\del, which contain5 thc palace of the sovereign 

and his oflicers. It was founded by Karim Khan, ctllargcd by 

the late King, nml hl!uutificd hy till.' pfc~ent one. The fOl'tifie:l tions 

"f ,hi.., citadel, ajlhnugh ~tronger than thme of the fown, \\'ol'ld 

otlly bc dcemctl fi.rmidable in 11 COUlltl'Y where the mihlar) art i ~ 

llllknown, It is impossible to state with cOfrtclness the actual 

l·opuJaliofl 
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populat.ion of tllC capihll, tlS it yaries from timc to time, n('['()1 tliog II) 

the numix'r of guurd6 ur u1tcndll.nh tht'l) in wai tillg UpOl1 lli .~ m".ic~ t~· . 

In :>uuuner, whell the C.!H·cSbin· hcah eoml'd tll(' King to fl1m·c from llli .. 

plact', and pitciJ iii .. tenls, cith£'l· ia tlH' plains of Sitillllwa or O'dUlI , Ill(" 

lUujorlty fir the iultabit:l.IIh follolV the royal calUp . and I Jl:n·c be.·n 

givcn to understand, that in the lUoll th~ of JUlle, .July, anu Augu~t. 

tbe capital ("anllol uoa"l aUOI"C tell il101J sand Il('ople. 'Vllen th( KiHg 

i6 thcrc, in the winhT, the population i ~ IiUPl'lliM to UI\lOUllt I" sixty 

thousand wu..ls. The ("fl\'jrom. of 1"t:h,.mm ;Ire not unplca ... ahf , ,he p1.tiu, 

both to tile Eru;t alHl Wof'"~t. being oovcrcd widt ,· jllagC'~ , lIIltl aiIOlIud4 

ing in grain. Fivt' miles South of th(' towlI, and in the centre oj" d.e 

l'ui.ns of Rue, standI; a ,·illage- , called ,':la'iM, ~j.'Jlbd 4 ;;-;'fI'm , flom ,~ 

son of the seventh l1Tw.m, to "hose memory ;1 noblt, mUSt/llc <Ln~1 IlJau_ 

soleum ha'·e been erectt!d. On tIlt' North !.illc the King Im~ jll ~ t 

completed a handsome palace, which , from it .. !>i tllalinl1 auo lhe fill c 

gardens that surround it, is a mo'>t d,:!i!;hlful n ',id('ncC'. 

There arc many rCa./ions wJlich migllt llan· imJu("t'ri tll(' late Kiug 

to fix llpon 7'ehrcmn a" the capital of ili1> (lolllillion... It j.;; a :~lll~t 

centrirul situation, and OIlC frollt \\bid\ tll{"' Pcr ... ian I"I lIpin' call, 

perhaps, ht. bett( 'r defended, than any of lit "I" ; tlte cOllntry in ib 

neighbonMIOOtI. being fcrtile and produetivt'", llrll\ .. 0 mallY W<Lntin ill!; 

tribc' haw' scU1Nl around, th;lt it i" ascertaincd, Jli ~ .l\Iaj~'!',fy can, till 

any emergcJlcy, asscmblc from those encamped bctwccJI ( t'M/·C/·1I Iwcl 

F/I"o:u 
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Firo::.e "·oh,. a ootly oftwcufy-five tholNmt! horse, illihe short r.pacc 

of five days. This, in a COUlltl'Y where a standing army is unknowll, 

is an ,Hhalllagc not to be appreciated. IJut thcT e js another reason, 

perhaps, still more lIfW'lIt than ('\'en the ahove, which might hayc 

jniluc('d Aga J\f:thomcil Khan to make' thi~ plaN> the ~ cat of government. 

It i~ not far fn'nl A.I'Lrabad, his natin- city, and f/'OIn }Ilfl'zl/'1u/rrmm 

and D(lIu:slrl1.', countril'S pos~es'iicd 1Iy the Kajrf triuc, of which he W;: IS 

the chief, and nn wlw~(' power and aff(' ("tioll to his PCI'.iOU hi" authority 

was in a grrat measure found/'d. The ruins of Rile cover a great I'dent 

of country, hut Offi'f nothing worthy nf ouscrmtion; for as most of the 

buildings in PeJ:~i(1 arC' made ofbl'ick dried in tLe sun , tll!'y : I rc 110 sooner 

descrted than they crmllhle illto dll~t; and we therefore find (with a few 

('_'(ccption ... ) that llit, rcmain:; of all the cities in thi< country present tJ~ 

!lamc :qlpcamncc of mounds 01' hiUocks of ~alld, covered with pieces of 

!aefIUt' l'l,tl ti ll'. Thl' city of ]lae hol(l~ a tli ~ tillglli ~hed place in the 

annal .. of Penill, It i ~ mentioned hy Arl'i;1I) and by Diot!oru<, Sieulus, 

a~ the' capi!'al of tile p"u\inc(' of RIIIf~es , ,~o calbl from the calamiti('s 

hrought "POll tlli ~ Ilnrt of tlie cmpire by tile- t'al'tiHlltakcs to which it 

wa~, and still is !.ut~cet. ] t i'S fJ'('IJuellt ly mentionCf\ in the wars of 

the rClIowllcri IJaroullul Rush!I\ ; it was thc capital of this pnrt of Pe,.,~;a, 

in tllt' reigll of Alp.AI ' lan, alHI continued to flour ish, unt il sacked 

by the gelleral~ of JUUgl't·Z Khan, 

A lofty 

• TII ;,; ~ our of the ~l ron; ..... t all (\ In", t "('il'l,rnt<:'d ft>rlre~S(!. of Persi(/, !Iud O(CU­

pic" th,' s ummit of a !r ill uu lire ffuul ier of J1Ja;um)e/,wUl. 
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A lofty range of mouutaius diviiles the northern frollti cr of Irak 

from the provinces uonlcl'ing 011 the C(Mpialt Sm. Thi~ mngl' pa~s('s 

about six. miles to the North of '1'clmllm, nOlI about fifty to the East 

of that city suddenly alkanees to the South, as tin as the Latitude of 

36r N., and agilin, ao!. sudJ cn ly reti ring, fOl"lm a point, at tile ('xt("elllity 

of wLich is the pa~s (If Kluw.J(/)·, deo!.ignatcd in ancient geography !'y 

the llppcllatioll of thc C'cupiml Sl ruil . l :)"olll the point of A l:fllt'Ur a 

,·a~t, hut llllC\(·1I ,·all .:y, e."l.tcnils to {he N. " '., 3f' far as tll(' city of 

Cuswecll. Thi ~ plain , ,, hicL i~ prr...hahly IWClily lUi/('R in uread:h, aITOI·d~ 

Illmndance of excellf' llt pasturage, allll ucing ill the juri<;Jictioll of 

Maholll cd Hmscill KLlIn , i:. IlCO pulous and well (·uiti'at('d. 

The ]lositioll of ((,S/Vfl:ll i ~ fixt·J from t.he ou>;cn·;ltion<, of M. 

lkaucLamp, who gi,'cs the 4titudc at 36" 1~' N., and Longitude 

in 49° 33' E. Although tllC greater pmt of tbis city i;; in ruil)', it i .~ 

:.till regarded as onc of the largest nmI most POllUiotis towns in thc 

I..ingdom, and carries On a great trade with Chi/all. Cnsttrenl, which 

owes its foundlltion to Sapor Dulaetaf, became thr. eapitoll uf P el·si" 

durillg the immediate predecessors of Shah Ahbas the Gn;:! ; and 

when \'isited uy Cbllrdin, in 1674, eontaillcd many magnificent 

buildmgs. 

The climate of tllis part of Trak is delightful in the spring, Hhholltih 

rather cold tuwards its commencement, as the snow is ~carccly ull" tli('" 

ground, and II keen Nurth wind (called ]J(lulft: ((!U{·"SWI) I.low., frolll 

the JllOWltruns. The beat .;ets in toward:. the middlc of JUIlt', and 

" cuntiuu('s 



<a;OGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF 

continues to illere,,~c till the midtlle of August, when the har\'('~t is 

colkctetl, The cold I)eg-in .... to be felt Iowai'll" tlil' cild of Sf'ptcllliJer, 

and the ~n/)\\' cOlltillllC~ to fall in great quantilie~. UU l'ilig the lIlontlis 

of ])C('l'JJ1u('r, .I ,lUuary, ami Fehruary, 

1 , .. fmlluuw ([lIit the Ilfaill of tiISII't'CII, ll1ld return to the countl)' 

1.II,' \II'e(,11 A U'lm :Iud the I\hilu'Zit')j, FroHl Kuum tu tile cu lmncc of tIle 

dj~lric l .. or SI'I'fl tlte ~oil i ~ , like all the country in the vicillity of that 

city, ililpregualed with partitf('.~ or 1>,1[ t. This (J i~trict , of which the 

ruin!.!tl t\ll\1l ot SUlIU, Iht, auci l~ nt l i.dlll~, is thl' cavilal, eKI('nds from 

\\ill,ill tlH'nt~- .. ix llli\f'S of K oulII to the 'Village of !:jllg':.t'u/HlI/, in the 

Jllaiu of CfI.\/I'(,CII, a Ji qam;c of sel'cnty-cight miles, The wC'ater part 

of it i .... laiJ Vllt in pasture lam}.;, and was eekbratc(i, during the wars 

of the MH'CC~S()I'S of Alexander. for lIll excellent breed of horses, It 
j" now jll the I lO~Se".,i()n of the rival tribe!> of Kah[ig and Afshar, who 

lIe\'('r fi lii 10 ami I tli elllscil'l's of any interreg num ill till' gOl'erument, 

to can y lire allt l tk~olation into the cstatc~ of eaeh other, 

From SlIg':.(,II/md ;t is ~cven t y - th l'(,c miles to the old city of Sul­

!(fIW,,_ Ihrflllgh a part of the district of K lullluch, so llamcd from five 

bnlluuks of which it i~ cOlllpO~t;d, SIl/tU}l('(l is situatet) ill a pleasa nt 

:11I ~ 1 l": rtlk I'!;tin, where the Kiug usually enc;ullp" during the summer 

month,. to amid t1,(, hot and unhealthy climate vf T elI/'uWI, This 

diy, l\ hich i ~ .'>ewllty mile-, from OI,wec1i and one hundn'J from 

,A/mmur, was the capital of the d('~cendallts of lliliaku; hut is now an 

t'lltirc llIa~s of ruins, lucre ouly remaining auout twenty poor families, 

who 
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v .. ho li\'c in wrelched hovds in lhc viciuj!)' of thc Tumh of Sultaun 

HodallUnda, the 1(!Under. Thj .~ j.., a laq;l' .md ue'lu:iful slruc1urc, 

huilt of urick and covcrcd witil II cupola, lIinely fl'l,t iu h<:ighl, that 

would dolJOlioul" to the Blost M·il~lltilic ardlih::cl ill Europe. TIll' Lati­

tude of Sn/tlllten was a~ccdaim'd IIy :,cH'ral ()!J~cn·atiolls. wllilsl Ihe 

Mjs~itJn WilS cllcallll'{'d with tile ]~illg, III JUlIC IHlO. The mean 

of thcsl~ ohS{'I·"[ltious was 3G" ~:} N. 

Zilljall, <li~tallt tweuty-ollc miles, OIe-conling to my l·ai<'uhltioll, 

bears abuut N. 'V. by W. of SIll/fUml. Tili 'S i .~ a Iargt·, anti :tl'parelltly 

a prosperous town, c:lpital of the t'xt('ll ~ i\"l' di~trict uf A/wllls/·h. nuw 

under the gOH~l'Ilment of on(' of the King':, •. ~PH~, a !Joy .,f ten )Tar~ of 

age. It i" !<oe\·cnty-onc milt·s OW'I" 1m unC\"I'1I country, full of th'ell 

J·a\·inc~. frnm hellce tu thc hallk ~, uf the l\.i:.ifu-:iclI, til" goltkn :-tn·am. 

the natural houlltlary of l mk .HIlI -,1-.:.erl'ij(l/l 

This river which, according to UCILIlt'll, i .~ thc GO';flll of the 

Snipturc, has its ~01trcc eight IJI' l);lIl' miles to tll(' N. lV. of /:i'·ltIIllh, 

in Kurdistoll; it runs along tile N. lV. [runtier of 1m!." ( tlll"OtJ.!; h tlll~ 

country fonnedy ro~~('s~cd by the Mardij) and r:I S~('~ \IIulcr the l':'~firl(fn 

KQ/t, or l\·lountaiu uf Tigers, wllere it is met, 'u h·w Blik~ to tht' Ea ~t 

of ftJ"ellmm, Ily tllc Koranl,.", w!.ieh takes ii s I"i~(' to IIIe' wcstward or 

that tOWll, in tile mountains of Sa/lllwl. The,,!; 1\\"0 Ti\lT~ comlJinc:d, 

torce a v~sage through the great range of (ill//flstln ; :Inti, tlurillg :lt6r 

eours,~, form ajullction with the Slwlil"OIlf/, arlIT!" liJl"llled fl)" two 

streams, olle of whieh cow('s frOI1l tIlC vil·inity of ((C;II·(,i"II, :Iud Ihe 

It 2 ullll.' l' 
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other from the monntaim of ElImrz behind TehraUl1, The collective 

waters, lludC'r the (I e~igllatioll of the Sifl·ed Rood, or white river, so 

namC'd from the foalli occa~ioned by the rapidity of it!, eurreut, Bows 

in a meandering cour~e tlJf{mgh CM/a1l, to the Gl.IJlIG1' Sf;(/. '1 lie 

roml frOIll llmllllt[,/ll to Rc~ld leads a\on~ till' edSe of the dl'CP chasm. 

through \I hiell the Ki'dIQzie11 de~c('llds into G/lilu11. Captain 

Suthcriallll de~ e)'ihc~ tbis as one or the grandc~t and most terrific !>ceues 

he c\'er witll('s~ed. The frightful roar of tl1(' wah'r" i~ hc:.m.1 at a 

cli!>tancC', lind all unwary sh'p wou\el in~talltalleoll~ly precipitate the 

tmvclJe'r illto the gulf lwlow. 

Th(' most mOllntainons part of Int!. I~ that lying between the 

K b ilQ=im and the l'itic ~ of I-/rwwdrm and J\."/'l1wJ/blww. Il is called 

At Geb(ll (the moulltailloll~) hy oriental anthon, ;\I ,t! would seem to be , 
the JJlulielll/l: of tht· G]'cd,~ and R()IlI:m~. My friend, Caplain 

Frt>det'ick, of the Bomuay ]lr('~iJt'Il(,y , 10 \1 hllm 1 am ilHlclotC'd for 

»mcll laluahlc infoflHalion, tl':l\'dl c,1 through thib clluntry, in 1810, 

in Ilis route from KlwUlff to JJlm·"t;f1, i~IHl on hi~ rdllrn hellce to 

Humltdfl1l. 11(' clcscriues the <-'OlIntry U('tWeftl the \itl.Jge of SoufIou, 

fin' fU7':.,mg.t N. \V. of BC.liUf)OIl, to II.If{kj· Pr'.1Jg1Ilrlll/'l'r, a lmnting 

scat of the King's, ~illlatcd in a plain, dh·idcd oul) hy a !>lIl!llllidgc of 

IJilis fmlll that of SlIltm't'II, as in 11 ~Iate of IhltUJ'C, \\ ild, illmost 

uninhabited, but auoundi lll! with rieh pa~lure lune!. The country 

bctwccn SUltWlcu and l1umuda1l WdS ill It more prO'pt'lOlh l'f)llc.lition, 

being 
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heing peopled by the tribes of GiJ'oos amI Karaguoslie, and weU 

culti\-atoo. 

There is evcry reason to believe, that the city of }Ia11!adUJt cithcl' 

stands upon, or ncar the sdtc of the ancicnt Eclm{ulla. Pliny says, 

that Sa..fo is equiui~tant from }i/'/em'ill and Echa/fllw, lUld that the 

carital of A1rolw/1I1 (.l::.t:rh!i([n) i .. midlVay hetwecn Arla,Hlla ami 

Ecb/~ll11w. j,idorc of Charax placet;, it in the way betwN' 1I :"'I'/('/(C;II 

and Parlltia ; amI Diodoru~ Siculus d('~crih('s it a~ ~itllnj('d ill a. 

low plam, ulbtant rllt:h-c fUI"", tlllgs fwm a JlIountaiu , called Orollln. 

Thc~e tcstimonies alc a~ strong iii [,n"our of the pu~iliou of 11([0 

madulI, as th('y are irrccollcilaulc to that uf 1it!n"cc-;" \\hich Sir 

'Vm. Jones !;UPI)()5CS to be the )ll t·di'lll {",Ipil,d" Tlte form('r i, Ilc~trly 

equidistant from SI/,\ll and Se/('Iwia, is ill till' dire{·t road frum St:!t'ut"ia 

to PI/riMa, and ~ituated jll a low plain, at the foot of the ("t·l,"hrak'u 

flluullt ElwulId: Lut 1"uhrcr;; j~ neither (;'Juidi.~t:Ult from Se/mc;" 

and Susa, nor is it in tLe road from Sclclfciu 10 Pllrthill; 011 the 

coDtmry, it i~ ~it\latetl ill a cli~tant province, willt'h ha~ almml:1" uftl'l} 

bcf'n included in tlte l..ingdom of ./il"llleJt;u as in P I"/".\Ia. ' "Vh'"i: 1 was 

at Ilamadul1, ill 1810, I wa~ ~hcwillhe {om], oC l\Iul"J('cai and E~ther;* 

a circumstance, of itself, sufficient to atte~t the lllllilluity uf the 1,I:H't'. 

The Persians, thclIIsclve~, say it WID, the fal'orilc !>UOllller re~idt'nc"e of 

Dlost of their 6O\'ert'igm, from the days of Darius tu that of Juugccz 

Khau; 

• The lomh of A';ccll'la j, al..o :,1 /lalll/ul,, /!. 
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Khan ; :lilli, indeed. It is rC'a ~ollabl( ~ to &UPI'(\W , that a pref('rence 

mig ht ue g in' lI to it .. fi nC' 1). ituat ioll, j)mlllH l, j,;.:~!( J)H JlI t h .~ in tht' Y('1II', 

the clilllat e is ddig htful j but iu winter t he e(lld i ~ (")l. e(·~ .. j\l·, ami fud. 

wilh tlifiieulty , pro("ured. 'fhe pla in i" jll tC I".~('("I ('(..1 II)" iUllllUH'rable lill'e 

IItrc;Uli's, ('()\'cn:d with garde l1 ~ tlmI \'illag l''' ' mul tlli! " egelatinu i" the 

1ll0~t luxurious I c \'er hrhcltl, 

Elll'lI1/d, wilieh h, llO llollut. tiLe- AImlllt OI"Ull({,.~ of Diodoru~. 

when ,·icwcd at a di.~ tancl', has th e appCal";U1 Ce uf a long range of 

mountaius. The leng tll of E lI/wild l!/"lljiCi" is, hOlVcl'er, not more than 

Iweln' mile". I t i., cOlllplch'ly separated frolJllhc northern ridge; ami 

lwar iH SUllllui t, \\ hich is t ippet! with continual snow and !ocldom 

oh..,cul"t'c{ hy cl()u (I ~ , i ~ a beautiful \'al1r)', perfumed by a. thousand 

slVcl"t-~cl'nl ('d tl (J\\·l'J"~ . Tlli .. lllOtllltaiu is famc.1 in tllC E ast for its., 

minc", 1\'al l' r", allli "q{elahle l)r ()(lu(" t i tl ll ~ . The JJHliulIS i\ lIppO~C th il t 

it ('I)nta i' ( ~ th(' ph i lm(lphl" r' .~ ~ tOlH': ami the nativ{'s of Ilumadnll belic\"e 

Ihal SOUl!' of it .. bl"a ' ~I'~ have the lJOwer of tran >- Illu ti ng the ha~l's t 

Jlwt.,J... jutu I!old, a ... 1\'1"11 a~ uf curing- allY t.h t('mpcl" tu which the human 

framc i .. cxpo~cd . The only cllrio;,ity I oh~cr\'{" J 0\\ Ihi~ 1ll00mt;lin was 

an jn~lTip' iun u pon a rod. , {';dled G!t1!i- " { IIII/I/f/, or hi"tory of the 

trr.I ... U ]"l· ; ;t 1l1lUlC I\' IJich il ha~ )"('("ri \ cd, from a helief tbat' it contains 

an ilcetl unl of a (n'a ... u , r hl1ril'd Ileal' it. Thi~ ill !oCI'iptlon is in Illc .~amc 

I.: liaracler a., tlllJ ~c at 1id.li .lwll.Ilwl'd, Allludir i. S ulimolle, ;Uld on the 

n.lbylollialJ brid.~ . 
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IIamat/(/lI \,,:\ ~ takcn anu t1cs\rop:ll by Tinllmr, 1\nll ncr ~ inl:l' th;lt 

period appcun to Iia\'c 1I('I'u comi(\r-r{'tl unly in the light (,f il ~Cl'Olltlal' Y 

city. The prc~cnt tOWIl (:ull~i~h of a\mut h'll t1JOu~all(l ull'anl~ -huilt 

IIOIIS(,:;' , containing, it is s t!PI)(J~{·tl, UpWilrtb III' 1"11"1)" t Ilou ~a l ld iullahit alit s . 

The \\'i,1l whicll surrOUndl"d it wa~. tOb"d !U .. T "itl, tht' ci l:Hlt-I, d, ·~tru)' ('d 

II)' ordel" of thc late J..iu1'" ' Aga i\Jalwlll("d Khan, and Il either has since 

b('~11 rd"wilt. j Ifl JlI/If/fIIl j ~ rillllt"d for ih mall ut;l . t un." of kat It!" r, in 1\ hich 

artie!'- it carries on lL ("oll~il !crahlc tr;u1c: it j, al·"o a mart of t'UlI1!1lCl'ce 

bctwcen /spa/wil and Bflgdad, :11 ld 1,(,1\1'(.'1" 11 JIlt! lat It"1' aUtI 1'('/11"((1/ 11" TIle 

eil)" with ih tkpcllt!e ll ei('~ , i ~ i lJ tIle !!O~~ l'S~illll of !\Ia\WIlJ('t/ ll .. ~.,an Khan, 

chk·f (If the noble triut" uf 1\:;u agtJo,lie " ( II hu alune julla llit Ill(' m"i:.:-h­

hoUt"ing cOllntry) , alld Ila y .. an lllllIH.tl l('n"IH!t' of teu t IJIIU,-,tl1t! {1II11/fIII/S. 

JImwf/{II;/ is ~ i'II;t!('tl ill Latilllll c :11" 53" )oj", allll l.otlAitllc!t" 1H"' E" 

'fhe dish"jet:. of .~III "fI!J/"J". /{i-.:'I!j, :\lul A/IIIII",,,r, li(' hdw'""11 thi~ Lity 

a'ld thc town of K/IIJ1m/l', a uj "~tanec of (JIlt' bUll/Ired arHllifly lIJilt' ~ " 

They life hu t iudijJ('relitly ("uhi .. aU"ll. and the I:u.:e of tile cou ll try j~ 

much t he same ,is tlmt belwt'en ].'''1""," and i.'JIII/III11. 

Tlte s ituation uf I":'/IIJII,\f /i" i ~ ~inglllar!y iutcrcstiug llIuj wmulltie" 

In approach ing it frotH the " Ie,t, the Iran-Hcl" pa~s t'~ 1)\"('1" a r(J<td 

completely ~lmJeJ 011 lJ()tlJ "iJc'S, fOI" till' tli ~ tallce of fOil I' "I" li,'c miles, 

by evcl"y "pecic<; of t"ruit-tr('c \llli clt thi" cuuntry proJuc('~ " The to""'1 

stand~ at Il.'e base of two range" tJf lllollntaill~, rUlllling paralld witl! 

each 

Tbis tribe, it is sO\ill; t:"i'I I.II"il1g f,C\"{'n thou.and men illt", lhe {i, hi 
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eacb other, and so \'ery close, that the houses occupy the bottom, and 

at the same time the face of the hills to some height. Each bouse is 

separate, and surrounded by its own garden; and the town, which jg 

only cOllnected by mealls of its plantutions, IS :tbout six miles in 

1cngth, and uol mOTC than n (juartcr of a mile m Lrcmhh. The hills 

afford un ample supply of water ; and the appearance of the hlack 

and burTell meks, without a particle of vegelation IIIJon them, hanging 

o\'er these gardens, forms a contra!ot with tlit' luxuriant and variegated 

folinge of the IJinntntion, which can hardly be imagined by u pe rSO Il , 

who has never visited this lillie I'aradj.',(·. KlwlUmT contains t"'O 

tJwllsalHi fi,"c hUlldrcd familic<;, under a chief, named Ali Sllul., and 

yields an annual revenue of fi,'e thousand tomazff!s, ('xclll ~ive of tbe 

Sadir, wl .ieh generally consi~t<; of dried fruits and Il kind of cott.pn 

chintz. No corn of any kind is grown in the ,'alley; but the fruit is 

hO ahundullt. tllat it alone enables tbe inhabitUllb to llroenrc ("'cry 

kind of nec(,ssa ry art ide and conveniencc in return for it. A kind of 

cyder is madc of th e appll's; but it will not keep abo\'e a month, The 

wumen of this place are cclehralet.! for their beauty alld ~'ivucity, 

At the back of the south-western l'idgc of the mountains of Khonsat·, 

lies til l' little district of FL7edulI. entirely peopled with Georgians and 

Anneni:lIls, brought her!' hy Abbas the Great. The formcr, amounting 

to one thomand families, p: ofcss the Mahomedan faith; but nel'er inter­

man'y with either Persian:. 01' Armenians. The capital of the district 

i~ Pua~/l i~/l, 

I spahan 
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I spaholl is ninety·two miles from KllUl/sm', and the terri tol'Y 

inlenening is in an improved !>tatC' of culture, beillg part of Ib" 

district under the AmrclI fI DQ,,(ali. 

A fertil" track of COHntry, bet\H'('n IImnm/a/t and Klll/gmt'II)", i~ 

III pos!>ession of a uranch of the gr('at Iriu(' Af')llar, whose chief, 

Fora Julall Klmll, Illldc" tll(' pretl'lH'I' of fi lling thl' stiltiull of l\~I1~/U1· 

kcltce B m/slter, or h igh :-.hcrifr to tlJ{' Ki n!;. i ... ahvilYs (·,)m pl~lcd 10 

rl'maiu at court, as a hO!>lagc for thl' J.!:0{)(1 ill Ila\'iOllr (If hi ... fllliuw('r <; . 

Till' to\\U of As,~/Idfl'lf/d, t Il(' hcrcdit:u')' ~rat uf thi~ JlI1Wt'\'lUJ f';lIl1iJ r, 

i ~ twcnty.thrcc m iles from 111I1IWdllll. Oil the road to I ';I'I'1JUlI/.111II1I'. 

TIJC small town of A l/lIga/l'llr, .~i tHatl·II Ull 0111 e lll illl'll lX, forty-Ii\!' 

mile<; from Ill/modall anu fifty-two f!'OllI !\fT/I/III1.I !IIIII', I ~ reUlarJ..alilc 

fur the ruins of a magnificent t('tIlplc or palal'<', for !>ueh ] pre<, nme it 

to have hcen, The fiJrm, which (';Ul lll': c>tr,il y Ir.lll' ll , j ... Ijll;tlll'aup;uiar, 

each filee being two hundreu allll fifty pae('.!. ill leugth anll l'i~hh:-e ll 

('ubits in hreadth . 1'ht· m ill .... (for part of t!."m rl'main) arc built or 

Jarge he wn II tOIlCS, ilm.! ('nell ]larticubr :-.tol1e ~ .. elll" to 'la\'c hall a 

mark , to prc\'cnt it~ hcing llIi ~ l)lneed. Vrugm,~nt .. of pillar., h ' )"cat· 

tcn:-d in c\, ('ry l1i rcction, and the ~r('ate"t parr of the !>haft ~ of .'o('VCIl 

arc still stunuing. The people of th(' l'illl1g(', who were busily elllployed 

ill relllol'ing tile ",,-,ne" , fur the pl1rpo~c of LuihJing hou~('~, inlornlt'd 

me, Ih at there were once four hundrell of the.!.e pillilr .. , and flla l Il l(' 

palace wa~ originally lmilt hy till' GillS, or Genii, Tbe pi llars ~('C III 

to have been of ,'urious I>i.tc§. The ~haft~ of .'>omc of the 1 .lrgc~t. 

, \\ hieh 
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\\ hith I lUen~ured , w<!rc sixteell feet in circumference, and .sc1'eral of 

the eapi tal ~ aoout eight fed in diameter, They were (Iuite plain, and 

mon' like the Tusc,tn than lilly other order of ar<'hitcctul'c. 

'Ve reau in bi~tory of three plolecs, wlJidl will, HI some degrcc, 

upl'ly to tllc sitnatiou and dc;.criptioJl of K U1!gmolll', The palace Ilear 

Ed.Jlltmm, where Autigon us I('tired, after the defeat 111 Eumenes; 

the temple of JUlliter Belus, in E~Ij/)llIis, plundcred by Antioclms the 

Great to pay the Roman tlibutc; and the town of C01l(,OW)" famou;. 

for n templc of Diana. As the exact position, lJOlVcVCI', of thc royl:ll 

paine(' i'J not stated by Djollorl1 ~, and the country of the EI!lmai~ is 

con~iderably to the South of KUJlgawu)', I am incline~l, flOm tbe 

f'll'iking similarity of name (for the b and the v arc continually 

pronounced alike) to gi\'e the prefel'enee to Gmcoha1'. 

The following arc the stages from KUII/jtlww' to the city of 

Kf'TIIU/m/ww, the capit.11 of a fruitful and extensive di~lrict, and Ihe 

rc~id('ncc of l\1ahoml'd Ali M(,CTZ:J, cldC' ... t ~on 10 tbe King, and the 

most OlLIe and warlik(' of n.Il the princes of P ersia, 

Suhmlflh ..••.. ,.......... . .. .. .. 16 miJeo; 

B~tlilfoQll • . . . • .••..••.. • ". .. IG 

A t:I'I1IUII.I/WW ...... .. ........... . 20 . 

5:2 

Tile ,·illagc of Sahmwlt lies at the foot of a lofty range of 

mountains: it i ... .liurrounded with gardens, and ha ... a pleasant appear .. 

ance j 
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anee; for trees , from their scarcity, are always au agrcC'.llIlc oJ'ject in 

tJ.is country" Close to this "iIlage, and on the face of the mountain, 

are two cxca"atioll~, or chnmhel"'<;, ~omelVhat rcsembling those of 

1'{llkslti Ru"~iQ1J/. These excamhons, from til"ir height and the 

silloothness of the rock, call only he examined with the assistance of 

ropes. Thf'Y contain no inscriptions or scu lptul"f"> of any kiml, nnd are 

ascribed, by HI<' country pcoplC', to the la1.Jlluls of Ferhaud 

A long range of harrell mountain,. 1,(}\llHling thc plain of her-

1JWlIsltaw to tLe North, are terminated al1lllJltly on the East lIy a high 

and pcrpendieular rock, in onc place cut 10 a smoolh surfacp, and 

projecting over the road, like a canopy; from n'hich c;"cumstnnce .I 

conclude it has takcn the name of BI'~ifl(JIJII,. N('ar Ihi~ pr<~it'dion, 

Oil a lligh and inaccessiblc Ilarl of the rock, i, a g:I'OUp or figll""', ill 

the form of a procession, sufl:icicntly perfect to , ll l'w that they lIrr of 

the S3ml' age and character as tllO!>c of P t'I'M'jI(J/is, Tbat fig nr{', .,0 

conspicuous at those magnificent ruins, amI ll"llieh i, S llp]lo~C'~1 to h{' a 

symuol of thc D eity, is also to ue ~c{'IJ here: and ;It no grrat lIi,talll'{' 

from thc group is a door, closed by 11 large ~tOIH', (,.'[;lCliy ~imilar to 

those til the side of tIl e llill innllediatl'ly hl'llind P(·I'SI·p(J/i.~. SOUlI· 

other l>culpture!>, allll a Greek ill"cription on Ihl' .. ill t, oj'" tl,i~ (1IIor, 

ha,"c been almo f ohliterated, to mal.c ruom J'II" a nUHkrn Ar.lloi(' 

W"iIJDg, whcreby m01>t of thc sllrl'oumling Inuu i" tiT:lll lCd for tIl<' 

snpport of un adjoining f'IIrat"UlI~('f'II. 

L ittle 
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Little is known r"ganling the ancient history of K cr11illuslww. 

I t is said to have been fOlluded lIy Bahram, the vm of SOIror l)ullletOlf, 

,,110 IIl11'jng conCjuered .h,-l'I'1JWII, m,~UlJlcd the title of K erJ//(lJ/slmf" 

or king of that country, whiclJ he III..'Stowcd 011 his !lew city. Cho~r(k's 

Nushin'OIII, according to lhe No:::.lwfll/cu/(II,h, here el''C'Ch:d a mag llificcl lt 

:hall of <ludicIlC£', whe)'£', on one ()('I:asioll, 11(' recl,j \'cd the IJolllagcs of 

tiLe Emp('ror of Rome. th(~ Emperor of China, and the KIWI) of tl)(' 

Tal'l:trs. No ruin of any llllCi('ul llllil,liug of eunscllucliCC is now, 

how('wl' , to he SeNt; allLl it i ~ ll(Jt jlllprou~lulc, but the hi~tori .. n may 

ulhui(' to the hall of K lfllgml",r. Kl:rlJ! I/ I/.~/lIllv is a fhmri<;hing tOWll, 

cOlltltilJillg <lUllut hvdn' thousand ho usc~ , and lies in the ~()Ilthcrn 

ex.tremity of a fine plaiu , tllrou,;h the cc ntre of which rUlls the K(I/'Osu. 

Th(~ tOWll is :1(\ofJ)£'d with mal1Y ganl(,lls, has fourtecll IlIIlIiJliums, or , 
puhlic uatlt~, fim!' m()!,quc~ , anti yi('ld~ a rnelluc of fifteen jholl~alld 

l onwltJI.I a yenr. 

Jle/wc('n (i,'c and ... ix miles frOiIJ the cily, ami ill the northl'rn 

range (If 1ll0ulljajll ~, an' j h(' ('xcaxaliull s and .!.e ulptul'l" of lid .. i lJO.l-/(I1l, 

nlclilioll£'d I,y Otter and otlll'!' tran,JjtTS, Thc~c cxeill·atioll\ are made 

ill the moulltains, which furm the nll11iLcru houndary of" tlL c plain of 

Kn'J/II/J/.\!tllu' . TiL(' mo~t con~iJCJ":l\'1c of them is all arch cuI ill the 

rock, fifty or ~ixly f{"(,t in llcight, twcnty ia dt'llth, lInrllw('nty-four 

in wichh. 01"('1' tIL£' Cf'lltn~ of til(' arch is ail {'muteillalic fig ure, 

)"('w ll1bling it crC~Cl'lll, lind on cm .. h sili(' un angel, with n wreath or 

dii\(il- IU ill olle hami, <lull a (' lIP in the uther. Tlle figure on the right 

hUlld 
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lland is tolerably perfect ; but the haml and Mill of th'lt on the left is 

all that. is now "i~iblc, in COllst'(luencc of a large frng llll'llt or Ihc rO(,k. 

on which it wa .. can'cd, h:t\'ing falleu down. From tile "hapc or Ihe 

rock, it might be' eonjcctnrt'd, that there lllU l>t onct' h:\\,(' bn'll eiiher 

SUIll" otbel' .~eulpturcs. 01" c1,c ill~r.:l"jlltiulJ " . illl1lll'tiiately auon- IIJC:'c, 

which time anti tll<' incl clIlcncy of the W(,,,tlI C!' IJ;1\'(' tir.:,,,troyed, The 

angel on the right i:. el eganlly jllOportionl,tl , allllllrc"sed in 1.)(I ... e Ilo'l'ing 

roh~'s, At the cxtremity ur tile an·1I is Ihe figurc of a Ulall clothcd ill 

armour, with it :.hidrl Oil hi, kft ann , .1 l:tIl!'(' 11I hi " rigH 11,111(1, a 

flui\"er full of ilrruw" hangiug by hi .. ~ilk, allli a nUw\! ur li,\I',l 011 his 

lieud. Thut part of bi~ dn',,:.,. wllich app(',lr '> hClicath lite chaills uf Iti" 

armour ha .. scvc"d gl'i/fim ulHl utllt')" oru.llllcnh upon it, aUtI O\'CI' 

tile luim. of thc 1lOr ... c hang .. a tas~d, lil..l' tho'>c Ihal lila), hl' M'CIl at 

P ersepuli.I, TIlt" }wad, n('(:k, :lUll ~IHlLll(kl"' til' 1\". :l1Ii mal aI(- cO\'('r('t! 

"ilb "rIllOUI' ; and tlli ... fig-III(', ;dtlJougll cOIhider.lhly IIluliJat cd, i,> , 

upon tlte whole, \\dl.pllJjJorlioncd ,nul toler.ILly ('aned, Ahovc 

the hOI'''Clllun an' Ihn'C I,u'gt! figun'" HI :111 upri~ht PtJ~ILlr('. iJu t 

so Illuch dcfaced, tllat nothing llUl tllc g('[lemi oull;'lc ('an lIe 

di~tillgll i .. hcu_ Oil till' llft;\ fl'ulale ht)ltl~ a tli.~tJ\:1l1 in ller li~ht halll!, 

will. ' Iliieh ~he j" olll'ling tu CIOWIl tI", !Hi ll!'i!,.11 llIalt· li~ lirt, ill tllc 

centrc, and in lt ~"lcft ~hc llUld ~ ,I guf,kt. ;1"> if ill the act of pouring out 

a libatitlll. 0"' 1" the head oj' tll(' u'ulrl' figun', which i" IMgn' thal\ 

the other two, i ... thc ~alllc cllIull'matic ~igll of the ('I'('.,t'('111 \I iil l Oil{' 

Il,lllll 
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haud he apll('ars to be gra.~ping a riug with the male 6gure on his right; 

and with the other n straig1lt ... word, the point of which rests Oil the ground 

betwcclJ hib feCt, The figure 011 the right is drt~sed in it mantic, has a 

long beurd, ami wcars II helmet on hi !> head, willt a bali on the top of it. 

A rcpl'e'ientatiun of the hunting of the wild boar occupies tl.e 

whole of the left side of the arch. Th i~ i:. remarkably well executed, 

;l.nd ill a mort' perfec t condition than any of tIle other sculptures. It 

lin:., lIotwitll ... !alldiug, suffered modi, particularly in the finer parts ; 

and the fac('~, in general , sccnt to lJa\'e been intentionally mutilated. 

There ar(' IWl c a ya~t lIumb(' !" of ngures, .all executed with wonderful 

pre{·i ... ion .and juclgnu'llt. The attitllJcs of the elephants. which COIl1-

pose II part of th e .'>eco(', urc so weH conceh'eil, and the trunks nnd 
~ . 

every other part !>O ('x1lui:.itdy fUli~hcil, that tbey would not, perhaps, 

have disgraced the fi.n('~t al,ti~t" of Gl'CC('C mill R ome. The principal 

figure near the c(,lItre of tll(' pieec i ~ ,I mall stand ing in a boat, wi th 

;1 how alJ(l .lIrolV ready uell ! in lli~ hand, and on the poiot of shooting 

Ht ~c \'eral wild bO:lr~, whit.h arc rushing flOm the r('('cb. III tln' saUle 

bOilt arc limr oth(')' JJlt'II, two of th('Jll with p.uldlel> ill their hanlh. one 

of thclII lakill~ ,Ill ;m ow out of the quiver, and llie other playing upon 

the lmlp, In tllc li onl of this boat j" another, of smaller,dimensions, 

clIlltailJing Ji\ c II l ~l'lk~, ~itt illg and playiug on a harp, of tcn !!o trings. 

A th iltl bOilt, ill frollt of Ihe female harpers, contains another chief 

of a lofty q.ltIlI'C, with :l glol'Y playing round his head; and ill~o 

accollipauicu uy fum lllC'lI , em ployed ill the sa/lle JUaDlicr <IS tbose of 

(he 
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the otller clJief. Their dresses arc ornallwnfl'li with grimn~, allil each 

has n. belt round his waist. There arc scW'ral othcr lIo.lts fult of 

female mu ... ieians ; and at the top of tllc piece arc a IHllllber of 11O;[l"s, 

fl ying before their pUrsuers. The opposite side of the arch r{'pre"cllf ~ 

the hUllting of the stag; but this, from heing: lLlorl' t'xJlosed to the 

weatltcr, is not so perfcet as the other. The two chiefs "gai n llprear 

in this sc('n('. Thc finot is on hor~cback. ah~Il(lcd hy a man 0;> foot, 

holdillg: an umbrella O\'er his head. In his right hand is .:l duh or 

Dlact', a SWON hangs by his side, and his how is slullg across his 

shoulders. In front of him are scycn musicians (proi);"lhly females) 

silting On a kind of stage, erected on the back of an elephant. The 

other cbief is pursuing ot full speed a number of fl ying l\(oer. and in 

the act of shooting at them with llis bow and arrow. It would however 

be superfluous to describe :111 the figures of tllis Iliece, a!o IIIC'y iII·(', in 

a great measure, similar to tho~e on the opposite !oide. 

At the upper end of another caw, of the .~a llle -:.hapc alHI tlinlC'll~ions 

as tbat alreadyde .. eribed, and only u feIV paces fmm it, there i ~ a haS'so 

relievo of two kings, habitccl alike. They hal'e the Per~('politall ,~. i: •. antI 

the globular ("rown, so remarkable at J:tluk"hi '1l1l8t om and S/UI//Q/U·. 

To the right ·and iI,ft of these figures arc two in:..erivtiom in Pddri, hy 

which it woultJ uIJpear, if we follow tIle translations of 1\1. de Sacy, 

that this relief i'i meant to represent Slipor D ulaclaf, anti Ili ~ !JUII , 

Bahram or Vahram. Not far from the entrance of tlli ~ c,we arc three 

figurc&, well worthy of attention. The one 011 the rig hl stands upon a 
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star, and holds a ~<ocptre in his hands: hi" Ilca4 is obscured in a 

blaze of glory, and furne.i towards the figUics on his left. Eaeh 

uf the~c r('rre~clJt llIaje ~ly: OIlC has the giol.ular, and thc other t1le 

pyramid ical cw\\I1. They nrc treading on 11 man, wlio lies prostrate 

hCIlCllth llici,' fed, 

I ha\'(~ been thus minutc Oil the ~cuIIJtllre~ at T(lki ]?(lIltm and 

Bcsillooll, hecau~c I1Javt' I1CW' I", ill ;lny puhlicatioll, Sf"{'O an accurate 

dc~cril'tion of them, M,LIJY .lIld various nrc the opinions respecting 

the age and the author;. of tht'!oc excavatioll!>. By some they are 

a<.crihcd 10 S('llliramj~; ()ther~ to the Grcck successors of Nexanucr; 

,md M. Sil\'e!>trc de 5o.lcy, all illgcn iou~ I,'rench gentleman, has written 

a memoir, to prove dlat tllt'y are the worl .. s of the .sas~anides. As it 

is not my intention to en leI' into ally dis'luisition on a ~llhj('ct wlliell, it , 
i~ prohab\c, will bereafter lit' more ably tn'ah,t!, J slmll (.'onlint' my~c1f 

to a lew rcmarls, \\ hich occurred to mc whilst contemplating those 

\\ooucrful U1ollllmcnt ~ of illilitillit)'. We arc informcd by Dioclorus 

Sieulus, Ih;lt SClIlirami .. , in her march 10 E r:lJfltmUl , encamped ncar a 

mountain, called B(/gi~lun, in IIlt'din, where ~llt' made a garden, 

t\\'eh-e furlnng~ in com pas", III a pl.lin champaign country, wat{'red 

by a gTl'at fountain. ftJlJlmt Bugi.<i(w was dedieatecl to .Jupittr, 

~\Ild to\\'ard" one 'iut, of the gardcn had I'te('p rocks, ~e"cntC<'n 

furlongs in height. ::'hc CL't out a piece of tbe lower part of the rock, 

and eau.o.cd hcr (,\\ Il imag(' to he earvetl upon it, Wid 11 hundred of her 

guurd tLat were lallc('tcel'» l>tuililing around her. She wrote likcwise. 
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ill Syrian letter, on the rock, that Semiramis mccnucil from th(" I.laill 

to dIe top of the lliountaill, by laying the 11UCl..!> :UIU fafull°!> or til e 

hcasts that foliowed her olle upon anotll cr.... Thi~ :\("eOllllt will be fOUIlI! 

to answer the description of Bt:sitloolt ill lllallY Imrtieu larso 

situated in tllC rO!\u to Edmlullu; aile ~iUl: of the lIIoulitain fronts a 

plain chamJlaign counlry, watcreu It)' n slllall I"i,,(ol", \\ hich wimlo' 

rounu the foot of tIle hil! ; aIlt! the lower P_lft (If the rock i~ (':,\1";1' _ltCII, 

in the manner deseriueuo The group of iigul('~ C;lUlU/t, iIlJ(,t"d, be 

construccl into a reprcscntatioll uf the AS!» Ti.lu Queell alll\ hf'r /.!"lIal"J ~ ; 

Lut it mu~t, at tbesBlllc time, be n"uJI"lIIhI OltOd, that oth(,l" <.., IIll'tnn" ~ l11n"C 

apparently Leen obliterateJ, to make room for the Ar.lhi e inscript ion" 

The striking rC'Icmblallcc of the Jrc .. ~ and attitude ... tJllUo~ t (Ir the 

principal figures at '1'ukl BUS{fl/l w:t1l those of Nukshi.llllslom, SllfIjlfJUI", 

and Filoo~calxul, justify us ill tIle COJlclu~ioll, that tlit')' were tht" pro­

ductions of the same age: and if tIle tlamlation~ of )\f. dc Sary bl' 

correct, we cannot greatly err in u\trilJUtiJlg thrm to the mOIl~lreh ... 01 

the Sassaniun dynast yo TJIC Persiam ~ay, that t/,,'y wen' ('.'HoclIl("d loy 

Ferhaud, as a task l'lljoinetl him by Chosrocs Puniz, to uc eu.l!Jllel cd 

bcfore he would conscnt to gratil"y hi~ I) ol~, ioll li.w~hiJ"in. 

There is, oten miles froUl To!. i. Eu,lilll, :1I1l0I1g~t Ill(' IJJO\lnlaill ~ , a 

place callcd Kcmij" eckhratcd in ancient tilllc~ for an ObH!t !mda, 

or fire-tcmplej of which notlling r('mains, hut large heaps of 10'1\(: 

s tones, sitm,ted IlCar .~ Cine and fine spring of watero J wa~ al ... " 

T iuformed, 

J)iOJOfUli Slculu~" 
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informed, that about four miles from bence, ncar a rivulet and garden, 

there were sculptures on the rocks, and Tl'greHed that it was not in my 

power to vi\i( them. 

'I'he mean of scv('ra.l meridional observations, ta.ktll by the gentle. 

men of the Mission, fixes the Latitmlc of K n'lIlrt1la/wlI' in 341> 26' N. 

The LOllgitm)c has been deduced from BnpJad, and compared with :t 

numlJCr of cross routes. Behvl'cn fourteen and fittf!cn miles from this 

city, we were taken to sec an extraordinary fountain, celebrated for 

the quantity of water-Wit's that grow UpOIl its banks. It is said to be 

very del'l), nnd is about II mile in circumference. Three strcnll1~, 

,,·hich continually flow from it, fcrtilillC the Illnd~ ill its vieinily. 

The government of the ~illce, M;tbom~ Ait Meerza, comprc­

hcmls nearly the whole of Lo"ristall, nn exten~ive tract of country, 

formerly peopled by the E(1J1Milce, Cf),'S"", DUtI Pt7mfuf'n'Ii, and now 

by the martial tribes of Lack BttcMiuri aut! F'IIi. Thj ~ gn'at dhitricr, 

whieh runs along the whole of the northern frontier of Kw:.ij{(m, and 

e.xtends a9 fur to' the East ;I~ the Longitude of 50", and til the North U>I 

far DS tbe Latitude of 331' 40', is uy much tht' riche<;t and mo~t fruitful 

part of 1m/.-. SC"cral large river!> ticscelill ii-om it into the lenl 

province ("If Ku%i.· tr11l, and there is hardly a valley tllllt i f> not watered 

by n number of 1 ('~"e .. slrcams. Thc pasture i ~ mmt luxuriant, hut no 

aUt-ntian is pail! to agri"ulture; for the llliu.flJ prefer a wandering 

lifu, and principally suh~ist on the produce of theil' flocks. The tribes 

uf LHlri.stan tr:i CC their origin to the lIlost l(' I1.1Ote antiquity; hut say 

tlMt 
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t.hat their ancestors int('l'tIInrricd with sc\'cral Turi..i:)1.t hordes , which 

tl leY had ill\ itccl from S!lriu. to scUlc aruung ... l thelll. '1'11<'1 nre a 

~:U'ngc and fearless l'aCC, l-I lluj cet to IlO law IIul the wil l of their chicf.'$, 

antI would !occm to difl:er oll ly iu nll.lue front the rude iuhal>itants {If the 

lame cOllnlq, ill tbe tla~ .. of A]examk' r. '1'h"Y rc~iJc iu black teots, 

C\'cn d uring the wint(l' ; nud cou,e4ucutly. with the cxcc(lt ioll of K uru. 

mllbmf, therc are no tUWll~ , ami uul f.'w "i ll agl' ~ , w be seen iu 

L UUI';lIlllll . K Ul"llnwuud, ti,.' ;(ucicu t UI/'LiCJ1/i.(', nON the c3pttal of 

the ('hief of the Filii tribe, i , ~e"(' JJrY'IJm;e /i l l',. :W:;H from J~pllllOlI , 

;:Uld liIilit,two from .E.' I'nJiIllM'/WIU. h w ;u" i ~ ilcJI by Capl;lin Frederick, 

wbo de:>criucs it <IS sl.1uuing at the fool of a IU(llI lI l;lin , :111,1; 11 a narrow 

,'alley, through which jlow,~ a I.l'Oal1 aud l'aJlitl,'iwr. TIll' lfJWn i~ ~ Ulall, 

m.ul prntectcd by II Iml, 501lUiciLntiy !t\wng 10 deride \llc cl\:)l'h uf a 

PC'l'5iall "rilly. Thi,~ flirt i., buil t till a coni('." hill ill the ('entre of the 

f OWI1, ,,'IJieh is ("ollllectct..l wjlla the gllrdell9 011 the ()Plm~itc "ide of the' 

,'allcy by a bl'iJgt' of twellly.cigl,\ ;\reher. throwlI llcrnS!> the river. 

Dctu"Ccu A '(1J'fl11lIJnucl llud JiamlJtUm lie tl lc e.dell"jllc plains of 

KljlJwu. and AliI/ill' , wil<'rc the Prince, Mahometl All M(''C1'Z:t. 

frefillently (,Ilcamps wit h his army : aut! tn the N . E. arc th(" 

to"'II :) of 11~lal" B()u"uqjird :lUd J,Vf,llUUIIlI. The fonllel' i .. a. lal'gr 

and pUpUlollS pl .... e , capita l or a wl"uhhy di~tr i c l, go\'C'r oc tl by 

tht' IJ"inct. Ali Shah. The roall from hence to IJuurutdin/, a di , · 

i:ulce of forLy wile,:;. is a continued and gradual a.-.ceut fUf 4i.10ut 

T fl four 



uu GEOG RAPHI CAL MEMOIR OF 

tour fllrsulIgs; wilell, on arrj"ing at the summit of the mountains, a 

magnificent prospect suddenly hrcak.~ upon the &ight. A circular plain, 

eO\·en·d with cultivation, vi1lagc~. and ~caltcrcd clumps of tree.'. , lies 

('xt('ll.r~·! 1 at yOllr feet. The sides of the surrounding hills are enallIelled 

with dai~ i('s antI other flowers. To the left is the huge mountain of the 

SImler Koh, co\'crcd with perpetual snow; und, to the right, the 

lofty nmge of Girou$ amI }./ o'ml Elulllml raise their hoary heads to 

tIle clouds. In front the vicw j .... hounded hy another high mountain, 

cO\"c rcd lVith vcnlllfc; and at the bottom of this, in a clear d:IY, may 

lIe sc('u th(' llloMlu('~ allil minarets of BflQfoojird, a flourishing city, 

suuject to the Prince, MallOllled Tukkee l\leerza, and ,oontaining a 

population of twelve thousand soul." The district attached to the 

gO\'crluuent of Buo/"()(V';/'d is peopled by the tribe of Lnck, who .. do 

not lVanti{'r far from the ,~ pots to whieh they are parlial, but settle in 

'ilbge,>, iUllll'lllploy t hemseh'cs in the illlpl'O\'emcnt of their cstates, 

'fl'll flll·.\Wlgs from BfJI>l'ory'i r d, on the Toml to KrrmtlT!s/ww, thc 

town of IVdlflllml i" cclchra led in Instory fol' a hallie wlJieh ga\'c 

P (,l';, ;U to the S<lra{,(,Il~, and overturned the empire of the house of 

So.~"on, 

The influence of lilt' B(';;ler/)rg of Krl'lIIan8haw ,'Ceases at the 

pa~~ of J.,.-III'/'Clld, thc Iioundary of thc kingdom of P(nia to the 

S, W, The ~ la ~I"CS from li."crmflT/s/ww to this pass arc A:lultcriesltt and 

IIurolt/vdJOd, vilbges &iluated in two finc plains, betwcen thirty and 

forty 
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(orty miles in lengtll, and snpposed to be llic COPiltry of tllc J.Yi.~$a'lIs., 

mcntionctl by Arrian, as being famons fOI' a hl'ced or hor.~c~ , which 

excelled all others in sizc, Ix-auty, and swiftucss. The pasture of lhe 

plains, although very good, is yet infl'riol' to that of Anld/lll : and it 

is remarkablc, that there lms, [01' m:lII)' gl'nt'ratiolls, hl't·U pn'M'tvl'd 

in the family of the lI'fllhe of SelliN, a UI'('cd uf horsl'.~, (Ii !>tingui~hcd 

for the ,-ery Ilualitics pOSS~St'U hy th,)"", of tIlt' Xix~a: · I~'. 

Th" district of Kllrrelld e.dcJl(l ~ alollg tl](' hrillk of AfQ/lltl Zagl·o.". 

frolll the vicinity of I]Q/fl"m to the \'illagt' of GfllJ/tr. It is cmt'red wil" 

forests of stunted oak, and inhabited by lIJl ('xtraordinar.v mce or I1Iel), 

wllosc customs wou,ltl secm to ue lJ(·arly the .~ame as tho~e of the Aad~ 

musia in Syria, described by Volm'y.t 

• H .. nr,..ll. 

t 11'1l"e IN. .... n illforme<l, Ilml in Ihe noclurnal f<.'''li\·al ~ whi rh 1111' .1 1",ld, lhe garml'lI ts 

0[11,(' fa ir loex, Itt lhr ('''pimtioll ..,r :! ("Crla i" pO'ri",!, li n ' Ilor..",n illl" ~ '''' a l' anti J"\\l i.I.·" 

logO'lh"... Tlti, bdug 1>.<:<:oml'l i81o"ol, Il,,, lig.hl~ an' " ~l i ll; "i,')I'ol , nil,} 11", d"atl" hei" ,!:; 

r('guln..!, d istrihuh·d amo"g th" """tI, 110r rallllI," liN." r"." ;: IoI,·<I ; .a ltl II i, ... t"lI"~ 1 loy Ih ~ 

rul"" of thl' I;ocidy, th .. 1 tho \;,dy mll , l p,,\i"nll)" , ,,I,,,,il It> Ih., ('",Im,r"" 01 ,!, ... Iwr~"" 

who llaS 1K'C01"t' I'0,.,.. .. ~.,ol "r Io"r ,i r,·,,', " 'hc lher 1;'II"'r, "' '' , "",hand, "r 10..,1101''', TIl<' 

liglot!l arc tbr:1I once 1II0re ed;ngui.h,·ol, ami the whol., .. 1 Ihi , li tC llt l" ll~ 1\"I11l' Im ~~ 11,,· 

re/DlIimltT of th(' .:;!\"ht ill the imlulgcncr of Ill .. mo,,1 I) .. "ni ,cuou~ I .. , t. 
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Tn ~ III 'Oville!! of . ..tl'd('/rlll, forming the t'asicru di\'ision of Kur­

di~ IrIJl,* i~ ill length two humlrcd milc~, from die littk riTcr Sllllrook 

Wille 'j'uri..i"h (Ij~trid of Z fJ/uwb, nnd nral"ly one hundred and sixty in 

breadtlJ. 11 j ~ di,iJI.:d li"tllu the plain of I ff/madan hy a ilnlaU range of 

IljH ~, uml ih WCIotCI'H INul\(]ary j ~ one lmnilred miles J.~ ,&tma, the 

cllpilal, "itualed ill LalllUdc :15() 12' N., and Lopgitude ~ E, as 

asccrtai lll'i1 by nctua\ ub."l'Hatioll . 

Tile 1\/11"11.-, Ululer the appellatiun nf em'rllle/wi, arc mentionf'd by 
tlj(' r;ltlit'~t of tIle Grc<.iall l lj~torj;lIl ~; :1lld IIJcy t\JCIII!.l'/ I'(,S ~l iJl hoa~ f 

of !"ciui;' til<' di rect dC~ l'( 'I HJ;ItI' ~ of No.dr. In I"{'Ji;;iun, illJcctl, IL('y 

afC dw,np;('{I; out ill till' rude alld Li.trharoul> CU~lOUll<l of thi,; ltel;IPJc, 

JiH le altcrut i(J1l IJ;L'i lah.('u plncc I>iucc thc time of X(,1l0pltOIl. Pos~ 

t-(,~~;Bg a wiltl Ullr! jJla('c{' ~~;blc country, t ll{,)' !Ja\"c lIC" CT h{'('n com .. 

pktdy suL(lncd, ;lIlr! conti nuc to lil'C lIHfkr the rill" of a 1Illnrhcl' 

of inilcpcmknt prillcf" , \dlOgO\'CI'll their subject'> a .. al~olu'tclyas eitber 

till' King of P l'nill, fll' t1r ~ Graurl S(·ignor. Thc EIl/'ds arc Lr.I\'C ilOd 

llOspitaLlc; bur, in othcl' rC~Jlcct ~ , far more lIDci\'ilizcJ tha n aoy of 

t1lciT 
• K urdi,/ull, II:,' country of Ihe }lmd., cQlnpreheud, Ihe "'a,le of AS',!Irif' prflper, 

. u'\llllrl of An,lel/iu u.ud }'I/ul w, 
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their neigbboo.r.e. They arc robust, hardy, and tcmpemtt', and live 

to 60 great an age, that it is not uncommon to..ee men an hUlltlrcd 

"~Drs old, in foil possession both of their eorporealllnd mental facultif'~ . 

Tll£Y are avenc to 'ettl~d habi t,_ 'Var aurl rapine arc tli .... ir dC'light, 

Bnd murder and pan'icide thl'Y banlly contempla.te in the light of II 

crime They are seldom taught to read and writc, bnt ('xed ill tile 

management of their horses Illld arms. Tilt') ~pcak a lllngu'lgr of thdr 

own, and dresl differently from t'ither tilt' Persian.,. or Tllrl..~. Thf'y 

ate divid{'d into di/fereDt triucq, proud of their descetlt, and fuud of 

tracing the famili~ of tht-ir ~biefll tn the mo~t fabuluu~ ~\gt'~. 'l'he m(l~t 

powerful of these chiefs arc the If/a''c~8 of AI'IJ~/lIll <u,.J Su/il1l1f11eu. 

The former, ulthodgh be (,ofllh~Ct'nch, for thc prc~{,I'v4tioll of pca.c('. 

to pay an annual tribut e to thcr:ing of l'crSIfl, i" in r.,·cry ulller .~ I·lhC 

of thc worJ, indl' p(·ndl'llt. I It, hus thc power of hft· amI dl:ath ovcr 

hi~ .~~ab; hut gOVCfllS them more a .. a p'Ill'iarch than it tyrant. Ill' 

is !'(lid to be the lin~al clc.~eL1J(If\llt alld !'l'IJI'c'I'nlati,'c (Jr til(' Great 

Salah a ~leen. and hold,\; hi~ ('ourt at Sf'mlll, hh c.!pital. sixty lIlil{' ~ li'om 

JI(mwdlln, and seH'tlt)'-~CH'1l from hUIIl/III.I/IftIf'. 

}'ro:n the lilllt' river , ... ·/lCI yuuk, 1\ llieh "''Pal at",> the pJ'o\illec nf 

Artldan from Jll'-.rt'lJlj(tII, to ,)('mlfl, the ',ILl' ul the cUlilitly i .. eVl:ry 

wht'rc the ..,ilme. It prC'~(' nts to the ,jew eithlf pl'ogrc .. .,.i,·c t111'> lel'~ ot 

lIills, b~aped, ii' it wcrr, upon each otbcl'; 01' grc,lt tal,Ic-I.llld:., 

co.ered 'lith floc"~ :mcl t/lc t{':lh uf thc /{I/(/f~ , "IHI p.'''' tllc nwuth.,. 

of Jt1n~, July, and Augu..,/ ill thi .. flllal'tl' l', Iml IcmOlC to tht' ul'igiJ-

Loul'hootL 
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voudlOod of Bagdad in the winter.- TIle valley, ... DJDt't!correct'ly 

t.peaking, glens, arc narrow strips at t11t' feet of mou~tain!l, where the 

, -iIlage!> are commnnl) huilt in situations which protect tbe &w inhabi~ 

tanb that remain in them flOlIl the inclemency of the weather. TLe 

loil ; ~ good, nnu will ) ield auulldance of wheat and barley; but tbe 

Klll'd~, ,,110 prefer the pa!>toral life, content themselves with raising 

only what j~ absolutely necessary for their subsistence. They have 

numcrous floels of $hccp and cattle, antI possess an admirable breed of 

horses, esteemed for their size, beauty, and activity. "l1te oil.plant is 

f'1'("l'ywJlcn' common, and tobacco is cultivated in limall quantities. The 

mountains to the 'Vest of S eJ/na are CO\'cred with forests of oak; which , . 

produce fioe timber and abundance of gall-nuts. The fon:tlft' is macIA 

into raft~ . and floated down the lull into tbe 'I'igtv; the latter is aD 
• 

ill tide of trade, and e,llported to India. 

5edudcd in tile hosom of a deep valley, wcll-culti\'atcd and inter­

spersed "ith orchanls of peal 11, 1I1Hicot, pear, apple, and cheery-trees, 

Semm is, at once, a Il'();, t J oDwutic and flourishing little town. Its 

I'opultltioll amount ::. to ahout eight thousand souls, of which llumber tWb 

tl!ou;,anu arc JelV'!, Anucni.llls, and Nestorians, who trade to Ato9ul, 

l1n{;dud, and Ispuhul/. Thc 'I'ullu, who seldom quits. this place, , 
rc"jd{.'!o ill a ;,umpluoHs Ilaiace, built on the top of 11 small hill in the 

centre of the to\\ n, 1\ hCI(~ Le maintains a degree of state and splendour, 

~perior 

• It was $0 ~01,J ill tt,,! tabl~ _lalld of IIoImlou III J Illy IS to, that the ."" trop 

alld r.lhrell.helt'~ th('rlU01~cl<..r \Hh.h 101\ a~ :lb ', at.,!: in tile mornln,. 
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!iupertor to aaythiog I have seen in PersiD, ('xcept at court. He is 

an accomplished and liber.tl·minded mao, respected by bis Ilciglabours 

and beloved by his suujccts. His hou&e is ever open for the entertain­

ment of strangers, and he always retains about his persoll a cbosen 

body of horse. In :short, it was impossible to contemplate tlais 

cbief, 'iitting at the hE'ad of his ball, surrou.ndcd Ly his friends and 

relations, without calling to mind lhc Percy's .and D ouglab' Ii of O,lr own 

country.-

The following are the stab~s froOl Se1/1mlo Kerllwnslaflu.> :-

H"IiSfln.abfl.d. •.... _ . . . . . . 4 milc1 

K()r~mk _....... ..... ... IS 

KfX>las/a06ork ... . , .• ' . . ,. 13 

Karil~66r('en . .. _ , ... . . , . 10 

K"zZR Sluth Khtmee . • ..•. 3 

Kaz:ter Ellias . . ' . . . . . . . . . ] 7 
Kt!1'1Hansliaw .. . .... ... .. ]2 

77 

u The 

J'iothill&~d exceed 'lleb.imlncs~ IlUd hOOlpit:llily, with wLidl Ibi~ rrirn:~ rl'a!i.,ed 

and elltcJ'taiut-d Gener:>1 Malcolm and hi!! ~uj te. He ~aid he bho" ld concei,'c the \'i"il .,r 
the EIl(l:U'h .l::mbaosy to bis h'l'I"iloriu ~ lin epoch in thc ~nnal, of hi ~ family, auu l" . ucb 

it l\"ould be CIIrerully recof"(led. We were met ;loout thee mi l.,s from d,c j(.,~" loy hio 

tld""t ~on, at ti'e head of Ihree hunured IIOflCmen, admil1lhJy mounll'tI. '1'/0(' 1'0111 ';'; 

p"iooe, Ill tAougb not ten yean! of age. rode and managed a large IIlId l.ibh-~piritctl duugcr 

with inimitable addreu . 
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The It'l"ritoric~ ot Ardelult extend as far as Ke[{a Shah. Kjumec ; 

allti the ,",ICC of til!' cotlulry, 011 this side, is similar to that betwccn the 

~/w.)·(jf.". aml ~'·:nllla. It i~ pcoplcu hy it tribe, named Gheshkee, who 

IIrc IWlJuurcd II)' tile Kun{iJ a~ the most expClt and daring robbel s of 

thei.' Jl;l titJlI. That torture may not induce them to betray their 

accomplicc", tbey arc habituated to l),liu from their carliest infancy ; 

for they arc bentcn so unmercifully when childrell, that tbeir bodies, 

in the COIII';,C (If ti me, hCCOIJl C nearly imcnsible to outward feeling. 

Although tilic"cs allli robhcr<, by profession, they are slaves to the most 

altice! "IlPC'J'stilioll, ru. the following circumstance will evince. At 

h'dl" Shah A/wl/ee, the ruins of the castle of Shah Khan, n ui~tin­

gni.,iJcd / lmccI' in the court of Chosroes Purviz, a few loose stones 

hu\"c Lecn collccted, to mark the abode of a peer gllaih, or in\""isible , 
qinL When any of the neighbouring tl"ibes are unwell, a piece or 

IIn"ad, !>tC'cpcd in oil or butter, is placed upon ouc of the stones, to 

pn'j,itiatc the saint, and illliLlC(' him to recover the patient, which tbey 

l:on('ci\'e he ~c1dotll fails to do. 

Between Kdla Slwh Klulllee aud Kazzer Ellif/~ the nature of the 

('ollnlry l'ntirely changes; and instead of a succession of verdant hills, 

intermixed wilb dCl'P gl(,us, we bave here extellsi\'e cultivated plains, 

llOmu.lcd by lJieak and buncn mountains. Kuz-;:.(r Ellias is so termed, 

from a C/I\'C in the mount:lins, containing the tomb o( Kazzer Ellias: 

11 small brick buiiJillg, with a door, to protect tbe dervei~he8 from the 

iutrusion of wild bea~t~. The Mabomedans, accordwg to D'Herbelot. 

belie"ft: 
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~· iilDd &nu to be the same J>I:"OD; bet tlle moo{~. 

(prieitl) at .Kennamoow deny this litatcmen~, aDd say that, although 

ae~· rrlated, :tbey were different person!, and both prophete: that 

6inc.e .they vanished from the world, Ellias continues to watch over the 

aeas, and K~ to take care of the CIlrth. EIliu is unquestioDabi,. 

invOked by aJlMahomedan mariners on the approach of danger; and 

the ancient Penians affirm, that their great lawgiver, Zoroaster, 

leanit wildom from the disoi"ples of Ellias and Elisha. 
/~Hi· 

ftr-+ .--..... . 41 ...... 
~ ./ ,, -'" 
i0fU D(' ~)~ 
•. , J. 
~~).~« 
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AZERBIJAN . 

./.IZ£RDIJAN" is that part of .. Media, whichvwa.il styled .!ltropalc1Ja~ 

from the Sall'up Atropates, who, taking advantage of the disi>cntions 

wbich reigncd amongst the generals of Alexander, afie,/' the death of 

tLat prince, rendered himself independent, and took the title of king, 

which his descendents enjoyed for many generations.t It is .separated 

from Armenia t by the river Artuees; and from Irak, by the Kizilo~ .. 

zem, or goltlen stream. It has the Caspian Sea and GM/an to the 

East, and Armenia and Kurdialan to the West. The character of 

the conntry. in this province, differs materially from that ot Far, and 

lrak. Here we hu\'c a regular succc,,~ion of unduldting cmillcilces, 

partially cultivated, .lIId opening into plain~. such a .. those of Ol/jall, 

Tabreez, 

• The rountry <.>1 lir ... II nnme \upposcd IQ h.ll'c \lCC/l Allen Ii om tho nUH\btt of 

fire-tt'llIph.·. IR th .. pro~uH'''', 

t A;. rillY'" Wdb oIdd(d by UIRc:kttnn t<.> the crOWD Qf ANMnitJ thcu worn by Tiridatee,. 

orns the Armcnums call hUll, l'md~t!. 
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Tabruz, and Ul'umro. To the South, the mountains of St/lUnd raise. 

in an accumulated mass, their towering heaus to the. louu$; nnu, on 

the Nardi, tbe black rocks of the KaraLaug lIisappC'ar in the luxuriant • 
vrgetlltion of the C/lof(){J1 Mogam. A zerbjjati is r('ckooed amongst the 

llIost productive P!llvioces of Persia, anll the villages Ila\'c a more 

plealiing appearance than evcn those of /Tllk. They are, for the 

most part, embosomed in orchards and g:.mlcll fo , which yield l!elicious 

fruits of alm~f>t e"cry description; and were it not for the tymnny of 

their ruleno, no people could any where t'njoy. to a greater d{'gree, 

tilt' comforts of life. P.'OTisious are cheap <lntl abundant, and wine is 

a1&o made in considerable quaotities: out the bulk of the people tHl,! 

too poor to avail theruselvea of those bl('s~in~. and in the hope of 

betteriJlg their condition, COlltemplate with plca.sUI·C the approach of 

the Russians, 

TillS province, including Erivau1 with tile KflraLog nnd 

Kartulng,- j'j dh'ided into twdw' district'l, namely: (Jrumm, 

ArdaJil, Tabree:e, Afaroga X/wee, KlU/dJo1n, .. 'ikmlJ, Gumrood, Sa 

B ulllg/J, Karadag, E"iIlOIl, .LYuck.lllil'f.m, and llli~k(,I'II. )icitiin!,- n 

nett revenue of 89,405 (rn nffltr/s, 

AlUong~ the river.& of AzerLiJull wc .nay enumcrate the ./J,.a;f'I',1 

aDd Kbuoxeill. w,h of which Lave been dc:.cribed ill another pal t 

of 

!iii dU.trict fl"OFedy ,",lo~ to d111/(Ilia, 'lid .... ill Le mentIOned ill the description 

orthlt~ 
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(If the l\lcmoi]. Tfw .Jugall.'/, tllough it cannot boa'lt so long a course, 

i\ pcrhaps a lal ger lin'r than ('ith('r of the former. It also issues from 

Ih<.> mountains of ~11'del(lIlJ nnd running in a northpdy direction, f;ntcrs 

the 1:1)..(' of UI'UIIINI, S(' \ Cll .fitr.~lIl1gf west of Maraga. Fifty.three 

mile ... f. om that. finn], and on the Toad to Selina, I encamped, for 

~('\'('ra l ,l.ly~, on the banks of thr .Tugati!/, which is here upward .. of 

1\\0 hundred pan.'!> "ide, and full of fi sh, some of them almost sil'l 

fect in length. 

Compared to Ihc above, all the other rivers in AzerbiJan arc but 

p<, tty fot l ~aUl~, ami sl.trcdy worth mentioning. The most considerable 

h tflat of JezdiNIII, llhich has its source about sixty miles to the East 

of li lc I,ike Hf I'UII, nnd which j pursuing a N. E. course, passes under 

the \\ afh ot rezdim1t and Kurs, aud meets the Araxes a little to tb~ 

North of l\TIIChhiv(lII. The .Agi, whieh i::. almost dry in summer, 

comes fmlll the mountaim at Buslurn, enters the pl.tin of Tahree::. three 

mile;, North of that city. and is applied to the purposes of irrigation. 

The Sluf1', after fertilizing thc vlain of Urumt!a, also falls into the 

l.l1..e of Ihat name. 

M.UlY 0l,iniom lla\'e been given respecting the antiquity of Tuhree'J!. 

01' Tflurn, ti,c capilal of tll i .. 11rO\·ince. By Sir 'ViJlian{ Jones, and 

()ther~, it i" thought to be the ancient Edlfflana. D 'Am'ilIe, however, 

thinl..s othcrwi~e; and whilst l lc adjudges that honour to Ramadan, 

coueeu'(,s 1clUris to be Gaza or Gawtaca. where eyru,> depoaited the 

tl'ca~ul'cs of Cncsus, and whieh was afterwards takcn by Heraclius. 

The 
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The Persians conceive Zobeit!a, the cckhra:l'll wil,' (oi' ! 1.1r" \II1-ui. 

Rushiu, to l,e it.~ fOlUHkr; but as IIlf'y Olri' ill .!.{1l1(·1;1 ~ 'rr~ 1~lIllraHl 

fC'giinl ing the \1i" to)")" of tht'i)" (·itie.'., lillll' j"(·Ji.t1l1't· ";"111 iI.· p1. Ied ,,., 

1111)' informatioll ohl;lilwd fi'Olll thelll. That l illll";.,· wa~ a I;II'OUI";\I 

l"c:.iuCIlf"c of l-Iarou n -1I1-Ilu~hid eaullot I.e dellied; IIlld ;d lhllUgh 11('" 

might not actually ha\"c found('d the c.: i l~ , Ill' W;'Y )(' \ han' illl!liO\{"(1 

ami ("lIlbclli~ltl·d it 10 a (.:oll,:dNal;k tkgl ~'''' I I \\,1'. ill tilt ,Ia~' ''' flf 

C(.;lnliu, on(' of tilt" l;ll'gc~t illltl UiO,( pnpllloll~ ('ili(' , ill lh~·l:;" .,' , a,ltl 

contaim'tl, :le('onling- to thai t:·:,l·t·ller, h.t!1' a lIlillioll or :lllla\'i1.1I11S. 

Bill 110 town Im~ ""pt'ricnccti, to a :;l"e:lt'"I" degrl'C', til<' r,\I·:lg'· ... of 

war. Situated tow,mh the ii'oulil'l"S of ('OIlIClldil 1g {·IlII'Jl'{·~. it 

has alternately been in the hallJ~ of lltc 1'111 k~, Tarlar~l allli 

Pcrsians, aut! has ht'cn 1 .. "-01 untl ~ a("k('d {·ie,ht Ijilli'n'lIl lillll", 

but its ruin has ucen chiefly owing to Ih(' lllllllhf'r or mrt!HI'l:tkl", 

",lllCh h,1\'(', at cliflcr<.'lIt times, IncHed ih p\"ol\(k~! ('·{Iificll> II illl th: 

dmt. 

Tflln'cr.:. tiocs not now coubin /lIorc rJlail thirly Ilwm;llld i/llt. l · 

bitanh, and j" UPOIl tIll' whole, 1111(' 1'1' tll(' llw,j IlI"111'11 \ '! (";I;"~ 

Jilin; ~{'cn io p(·I'~·io. It i~ ~catc-{l ill ,\II i:utunbl' p1.1iu ;Ij 1IIl' lu,,' IIi" :1 

Dlountain, Ul the "allk ~ of a ~lIlillililt'r, 1\!U"l' W.llel'- are ('(111-111111 ', 1 

in the cu\tiv,ltioll ~r the lan'l, It I:' .~lIrrOlilldt·d \,idl a .In';I){·d 1\ .01 1. 

alit] the only cleccut IJOu~e ill the place i~ a lI{,W harracl., C'n'ch·.1 JI~' Ill(" 

Prince for the accolllmoJ~lti{jl\ of hj., tn)()p~. Th ... ruiu ... of till." alll il·lIt. 

61:," 
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city are very cxtcn<. i..-e and YCT)' mea&:!, being nothi.ng but a confused. 

DlUS of old mud wall~. 

The ohs('nalion .~ of the gentlemen of the Mission give the Lati­

tude of rul.reez in ZRII 10' N., and the Longitude in 4(;0 37' E. 

The ouly tmm whidl attracts the attention, on the r01MC to 

TchrOlm, i..; Afelllma, which D'Au"ille supposes to be Atropa/ma, 

the mctropoh~ of All'f}jlulifl, in A1cxamler's time. It is about five 01' 

,ix miles from the foot of the Cujib1'l1 Koh, and, together with the 

surrounding district, was the paternal estate of Saduck Khan, chief 

of the tribe of Sha Khakee, who, it is said, could 1I.t the commence­

rucnt of the I,resent King's reig n, muster an ~rmy of *<:wI diOUsaud 

horse. This lIohlcmall haYing suttercd 4eath for taking arms against 

his sovcreign, his tribe was dispersed, and thc majority -of them hllv., 

in consequencc, qnitted thoir native haLitot..tiivll ~, and hocome !N.hjects 

of t-He Russian Emperor. They possessed a. considerahle territory 

bctwccil lhc A-izil(J 7,(,ju and TflLrc('x, nolV uninhabited. 

As the city of A~'dcLil wns not visited .by :my of the EUl'opean 

gcnticm('n, I havc fixed its position from scv{'fai ero~s routes in Dly 

pnsS<'ssioll. It is a Illace held in veneration by the Persians, as the 

family scat of Ihe royal bouse of Sefi; but has entirely d8'tlioetl from 

its fonner imllOrtanee, and is now only remarkable for dlC toml, of 

Sheik Sell and Shah Ismael the First. The celebrated Clwwal JJlugmJl, 

01' plain of Jfogam, extends from tbe neighbourhood of this city to 

the 



TilE PERSIAN E:lJPIRE. ]/)3 

the mouthl of the Cyrus, It is reported tn be sixty jurl/mgl' m length 

and twenty in breadth; and its rid. -.oil and luxuriant p<lstures,· !>cem 

to have rendered it the favorite C'neumpiug ground of most l'it~tcrn 

conquerors. The victorious carerr of Pompey the Great wa~ un·C' .... tNl 

by the \'cnomou<; serpents with which it i~ thought to bc iufestcd.t 

Hemclius pa'iscd some tillle at JJIugf1lJl; :ullI it was ll{'rc tlw.1 Nadir 

5h:11I placed the crown of P(,rsia on h;~ own head. 

TIle most picturesque. amI, at the same time', till' mo~t flo\lJi~hiug 

division of .. 1:n't'hij(11I , is that willch li (" al(Jn~ t1.(' Nnrlh :,ut! 'Vl'~t 

border of the Lak1' of l!J·umea. from 1 ;d"·/'l'". to the confines of 

Armenia. In this direction we Iial c tile t(l\\'I1 ~ of ..... /If·lm.lf'T, 1ilSQllj 

Selmost, Klwec, and Umm(,I!, ThC' formel' i~ a large mnl flom ;'hing 

town, but 'l"as01y' lOS in Tuins. S/'hllflsf contain!, about ll\'u thoU5:Uld 

souls, principally Nestorian Chri!>tiulls, un1 i!> falll{'d for il!> lofty 

• '1'1,,' I'('T_I~n. <ny, thaI Ih(' ::,r(\' ~ I •• ufficicnliy ],.;;-1, 10 COI('T a man :11 ,,1 hi, I,on", 

lind l"Jc an amI) Co,,,,, "ew, "h(,11 eucamp,,·,]. 

... Th" ~ tory of tl"" ,"o.k .. , II"'J, pro1>.lhl.,·, I ... I "~'Ir<I" , 1 a~ a f"hI .. ; l,nt il i, ;. f"et 

~' .. 11 a_ccl'l~mcd, th.l l ''''''rI,li" parl~ 01 th"I'1.,ill ,Jr<' ,loll r .. I;<I '·I'<·,1 "",,,,, .. ,101,,, f.",,, th.' 

dread of thc..c 1Ic.;>t;OU_ ,,,,;onah. Thly Qn' n'I" .... '·,, ' ,·,l a, h,,·,I1I: .. r m,·""."lCI.,hl .. h·,,::;th. 

ill «Impari~on to thcir 'hid .. "," " TII(,lr 1" __ ,,,;; i, h .. :"d f,oll> "r"T, 0.,,,1110 .. ) ''''''111 to Ih,) 

11110\(' th .. I;I'!\,., Ilk .. , fi,h ,"'''' ,10" &f',.. '1'1,,·y lire " "f) .. eln·('; UIUJ W HjlilCII.IU', .. _ to 

._ult iud,II'I'l'elitly "I'Cry linn; tll"t ~l)pro .. chc, tlwlII. 
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llOlJlars and d('liglitful gartil' lls. K/wcf',. twenty-two fUrSU"lJ8 from 

Taln'c~, i~ tile capital of a riell aod ("~temive di:.trkt, anrl the empo­

rium of a COII~i(Jl'rahl(" traJ(", c:lnil'u on bctwct..n 1UrK('!/ nnd Persia, 

I t eOlltain\,. aCl'oniilJA' In CalJtain SutIJrriand, a populatiOlI of twclIty­

fhc tiIiJUs-,uIII sou l,; amI i~ 1>ituateu in a plain, faillOU 'i for a battlc 

fOll"h l ill 1514, hrlween 5hah I smacl and Sclim the Fir:.l, in which " , 
tllilt)' tllon '>,l lld I'er .. ian,> ('ncount{'rcrl thrr<: hundred thousand ']'ur,';;.5. 

Ther<- i .. no town in Pl'Y,lin beiter huilt or more bellutiful than K/j{lce: 

tllc wall ... arc ill good rep'lir; tli" str('l'ts arc regular, :.haded with 

nVl'llu('" or tn'(';; amI the «.iljng~ IIf lunn)' of til(' hOU81'S arc paillted 

with illfillitc taste. 'fh('"" painti/lg~, however, arc Jlot modern ; 

:tllll <1<; tli(' illlt1lelliate predecessors of Shuh I:.ruad frc'luelltly held 

their CHurt in tlli~ city, they were prohably l'xecutl"d about tltat pcriw]. 

The wry anCi('llt <"ity of [h'/llllell, the 'n/eLm'lIIlI of Straho, ~Ifld <;upp0;,cll 

birth~pla("(' of Zl)roa~tcr, i~ ,jt llait'ti in a Ilohk p\,lin, fnliliz("d hy Ih(' 

riH'" ,"'''111', alld on th(' :'. \V . of the \,,)., (" 10 \\ hidl il gin'~ ih nallle. 

Thi~ town i ~ thirl y-lwofllr.wmg., frOIll 'l"ab)"(( ":.., :Jnd eOlltaill~ a popu-

latioll of (",eh'c tholl<;alld ~oub. ] t is defended lIy a strong wall autl 

tlCi'P /\itch, that c:m he fill('d with water from the ril'cr, and the 

lleiJ:;hhoUlho(lJ proJuces eorn alHI fruit ill almlldanee. 6UJ"IIIIIea C1UI -

Dot 

- TIll, cIty i~ S,IIU to L." huilt on the sCIIc of A/aIalfl, IJII~ former metropolis of 

" rlllf"'". 
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not boast of a single TUIll of any con~Ct[\lt'IlCl', all/l th e Ilatin':. :Irc 

not e\"Cn aware of tile tradition cone('mill!; the l.Hrth of Zoroa:. I~> I. " 

The lake of Un/IJu:a, gCIlt'rally brlil'I'cu to be lilt' ."'JIIII/I,/ of 

StraLo ami .AIQPciwllls of Ptolemy, I ... l'igltry Jill'Mmg,~, /JI' , .II:conlilll; to 

nly computation, about ihn'e hundrcu nriJ(· .. in t 'irculllf,'I'cucC'. The 

water is morc l'oalt than that of tilc .'>cu : IlU fi~11 ('an l in' ill it, :ulIl it 

eWlb a disagrecable "1I[Jlhur('on~ ~1lH'1 1. TIlL ~lI!fa('I' j, no ', however, 

as II,. !! becil stated, iucrmtl'tl with .... 11': ut ka .. t it \I a ... not ~o ' I it,'n I 

$IlW it, in the nlOnth of JIII ~'; on tit!' lontrar~', ttl(' wal\'l' 11',1» :to; 

pellucid as that uf the deare:.t rilulcl. On Ollt' of thl i ... IaUlh. ill the 

lake (for there arc ~C\'cral) HOt.1J..U huilt a [(Jl tll· .... , ;11 \\!Jich he 

secured [lie spoil lIe had colkcted .lurinA hi~ ('OlHjUc,t,. The large ... t 

of illeSt.' i~lallt.ls, whith fortm, ill the ury ~ca:o.()n, it ~ort of pClliu!>lIia, 

is twl'nty-five mile:. in cirClllllf('n'llcl', :lOd oilly iuiJalJilt'd, I was 

infol'lltul, by wild a:. ~C'> , deer, amI mallY other killd~ of gallle. In 

skirting thc sOlltlirrn ,~ bon' of the 1,lkc, whit'll i., of au dlilltical ~ hilp\'. 

l\C IIIcet tll c tUWJI and di~t ri ct of SII Blllllg/l (thc colJ ,<, In'lIm). 1L 

i" twch'cjill'J'lmgs from .A/III'"g". aull l)() ~sc,~ ... cd hy till' Kurd;,!, tri"c of 

1\h·d.nl. 

TIle city,of JI/amgft, {)roh.1hly the Gl/lJlurK" of Diotloru", i .. well 

built, La.-. a SJ'ih: ;OU~ hm.ul', :UlU is ('ucolllpnl>,l'u with a Iligh wall. 

TIle 

• My ;Hr. ,rmnl,on, lX~puhllf:' ,~tI"'(,,1 anu [''''!!llll, \\ ,'~ vhlaij1{ .r r"'I,, 1. .. "I, Jlau t 

W,!iud" ",ho lj,iku thc.c placl> III 11;:09. 
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Thc situation i" }lka~ant, III a low ,'ail ey, at the extremity of a weU~ 

CIlltill1tcd plaill, OjlCllillg t o the lake, fwm II hich 1I1arllga ifi distant 

nine or fen lllilc~ . 'I'll€' gardcll $ alld 1)lalljatjon~ arc watered by eallah. 

dra\\ n fwm .1 small river, orer \I hicb there arc two Illidge:>, ercch>d eight 

ilullflH'd years ago, The tOWI1 has about filleell tlJOu ~and iuhabiluDUI, 

of ,h" TUll..i~h tribe of l\lul,uduUI, under their chier, Ahmcd Klmll, 

a lIobleman of the fir~t ranl., amI for many y~'nr" J'eglaiJeg of AZI'r_ 

hi/rill, Here i ~ agla" manufactory, and it H'ry handsome public bath. 

'J'1l("l'c arc ill ~o selclai C\lrioll~ old tombs ; ill onc of which, l'Iithout 

tile willb., 1I0lal..u and hi& wife, lJHgllUS Hatull, urc supposed to be 

iutcrred. 

That g reat ami able jlrinee ~pcnt much of Ili ~ time at lIfaTaga, 

wherc he built an ob!:.crvatory, on the top of a mountain close to the , 
city, for hi" fl'iellli, Na;cr a Deell, til e mo ... t f.IIllOU'" u'> trollOlller of his 

tiul(', who here formcd I!tO~'" tahlc~ stij] l,nOII II loy hi'> 1I.lllle. The 

sUlllmit of lh(' 1U0untaiu has IICCIl madc ICI'cl ; liml, at tile \Vc .. t cud 

of it, tIle circular !>hnpe or the olo ~ en.ltor)' Ill,ly yct he trac('J. Just 

below tI,j" ~pot, Oil the we~tcfll brow of tht· hill, i~ a cal'€', ;,omewhat 

.,imil,lr to titos(' of India, ill'wn out or the rod., fOlly-one feet ill length 

.. nil "i:..t('Cll ill ur('autiJ, At th c hcad, and also Oil onc &id~of the eav!', 

arc two cle\utcd altars, 'lot unlil.€' tIle PJ'il1jJlts of Ihc Iudian telllpies. 

A IHllubel' of littlc Il.l rrOIl' wiuding pa,~agcs blanch out in \'arious 

direction .. , and seem to ha,'e becn connected with scveral other cal-erns, 

the arched rool:' of which appear to bave fallcll iu, The lluti,'cs of 

AIaraga 
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Afrtl'nga know nothing of tll c hi~tory of thcse ciI,·es. They .. ay thJ.t 

tilt')' lire so old, tIlat 110 tnulition has ever rcachc(\ tilell., ei ther 'lith 

rC~I'l'ct to the timc wilen, or the purposes for "hich tilt·) were 

exca,"afcu. Here ilrc IlO I>cuJplun"s; nor will the can's, eitJlel' in 

magnitutl t· or beauty. bear the lolight('st com jlari~ou with those in Ill/iilt. 

I ulilllate the di,t:mcc udwet'll 1'('111'11101 :.md !J[f//'nglf at two 

LUlldrccl and thirty-two gt'Ographital Illik ~ , anfl tht, iutnsc('t:01\ of 

thi., di l> tancc with the parallrl of Latitude of :17" Z()', 01<; given in the 

tables of Naser a DCt'n ; · awl Ullig Bq; allulI'<:o for tlu- J.l1ngitudt' ot 

that place, 460 25' E. Tt is sixty-t'ighl milt'''' frolll l'ourc,":., <llId oue 

hundred and fifty-s(', 'rn flOm SCIIIIfI .. 1rlll/fIIl. AllOut hall-w<ty on th(' 

road to tllc fnrmcr, amI a mile mill t\ h,.li 110m lh~ lakt·, I" lilt' f\U,\fry, 

fl'om wbieh tIll' 1.,t!JT('C'Z mal'ble h produceJ. It ha~ not hlrll worled 

1>incc the dC:llh of Nadir Shall, wile. IHIllSPOi tr cl ~lual1tili('~ of it iuto 

the A/IOTlM~all, for the elllht'llj~llIlI('lIt of hj~ palace at Kf'lrtl. 

Thc elcvated country ill the li6J1ity or lak(' lfnl1Jm is J..UOWII in 

hi~fory as the scat of the A~sa~,ins, an "iJoluill'lhlc ... lce. finally 

extirpatcd by HoJaku.t . 

• Til,' VU\lutl,,/:l\'f'n illlh('<;{' tnhlf" ,WT'cfNI ouly thrcc nu l('< from Ihf' UICllII oflhe 

(lbsl"rVftlion~ of ("'I,ln;" ' ,' r.'<.I,·ruk a,,,1 Mr. Webb. 

t The "om""Oln~ of 11,e ~llriHI I/f ,' d"", Olr lord of o),e "'<>1I1IIa 'II' ('·"""I'('.,,,.ly 

termt'<l the ... 1.1 mUll Olf the mounl1Un), rOIn!!' i.e.! the whole "I Ih.,1 ,1.'1 u1<.,1 Ir,,, 1, "I", h 

I'liD8 I'JIOII1c1 wllb the course of the K/; ,,'o:C1/I <11111 du' gre<l1l'r purt of ('I"fllll. 'rlopn 
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The climate of A'Z.erhfja1l is Lealthy. III summer and autumn 

the puwer of till' sun i .. comidcrablc j but the cold, in winter, is 

scverdy fell Ily lilt' Jowl'r oruers, (rolll the grcat scarcity of fud which 

en' rYI\ Ill'n~ prc\-ail .. , ;!lui for wbich there j _~ 110 suhstitute, but dried 

coW-dllHg IJlis<,d wilh straw, The spring is temperate ami dt'lightflll, 

uhhough the snow continlles un the llIoulltuim lIille months ill the 

ycar; ami the hail -~lorlll'1 are ~() "ioicnt, as fr('(Juently to d("troy the 

cultle in the fields. The cultil-alion 411' the land is chiedy curried Ull by 

irriglltioll, n~ tili, pnl\-jnce is illlcr~cctcd by many ~mall rivcr... The 

Il]Otlg'h is drawn I,), OSCII, and the he,,1 suil yields from fifty to sixty-

fuld, 

.1(',II-n,INI hy Il nl").,,, II ... II"lI<,<,i",:", o. n"~,,in .. , Jl<)"8f"'-sc.1 upwnl-d .. or a hundred 

~tl'Ong·I",I,I,; h", th(' l'f'.i,,,",,(<, "r ,1"'l',inr<, w,,~ i" l:<,nO'.,,1 rnnfiucd to th<' ('n,ll{". Ro;;d 

t a, amI AII.,I! Ahmfful, Lnth or "hirh 1"" Ht""wd in thr /,:uhc CUI/Nfll<lIlI) ncar Ku:u.'un. 
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TilE proyincc of Ghi/alt runs along the S. 'V. SilOrt' uCthe Co,vpimf, 

and i~ bounded on the South and S. E. by Im" ilml 1I1(1;:;(lIId""(IIIII, Oil 

the' North IJY SltirUfl1t, and ou the 'Vest !Jy ~·l:e""di/lI. 1l j" ('IIWH1 ~ 

pa<;srd Ily lofty mountaitJ~, and oilly to ue entere!! thruugh ,i:llieult aud 

narruw pa~~('s, which can be (,'I ~ ily ,kfcn(i.:J. 'I'll i ... i ~, 1)('11.;1,." tlJ('! 

1110<; ( rOuldlitic and beautiful p["(,vincc ill tht· Pt'r~iall empire. Tile 

uaturl: of the CfIIItltlT lUu,h rr ~(, 1ll 1. 1(·,,; lIi(l';.fllIIl""(11I11 , In: lUg .. hUll. 

dantly SUPIJii('d with wat(T, and iuti'r,('cter\ with 'orc~h all' \ mura ~~c~ . 

The ;.itlc~ (If the hi lL; arc COI'ere ll \~ illl oak allli ],O'i:_WHOU. :I ... wi'll a~ 

oth(T u~cflll timb!'r ; and Ill!' valli(" an' ~tr('wcd \Vi lh flOlHT.'. hUlley­

~udJ('s , M,,('ct-hriar~, and n ) ... c ... , TIt(, ~o il , which i ... c;\.(·(·JklJi , );(/11<; 

hemp. IlOl) ~, amI many kiLLU" or fruit; buell" a ... l cmnn~, onLIlp:("", 

Ilcadl{'s, and· pomt'gTanatc~ . G r .l]lCS are in t/If' 1Ltrjl(]~t :lhll l)(I.Lllce; 

and the "illl's, whidl ~rolV wild OIl t111' Illflulltaill", ~ UJ1P(11'1 111(·IIl,(·11 ,.~. 

as in GCI)I':Jia , Oil t hc truIl1" and hrandH"~ of lite 1I'(' c"" 'j'lin ;Ire', 

bowever, fr"lIH want or altelltiuu, not of til e Le'<. t (Jnalil)"; awl, li),.e 

the other fruits in Chi/au, esteeUlcd Ulln llOlc,omc. l'w\ j~iO:l ~ III c lIu e 

1.,,11. 
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lIott. plenti ful and cheap. Rice ami wheat arc caltifatcd ~ success; 

but of liB til<: I)rod tlcfioll~ of this provineC', tha t of ~~ is the -JIlost .,. , 
celclmlfcii. TIJC clllti~'atjoll of this commotlity, ,,11;('h: (,lOplo)'5 the 

illdn~flT of ,loc cnu ll ll'Y and cilriches thc nativC's, constitutes the prin_ 

t'ipal fr'adl' (If G/lif!III, and i~ ulllluaJly ('xporh·d, ill g reilt rluilntiti(' ~ , 

li'om Ilt'.vld and L aJikerOOlI to A sirllk(JII. GhihlJl W itS (.'eded II)' the 

J(ing of PIT .• ill to RUM;", in 17:24; hlKen po;,sl'!.sion 'Of liy Cathl'rine 

the Sccoml, in 1780; and !,('"Iored to Aga Mahomed Khan, in ] 797. 

The sontlJ{' rn part , nfe> .~ul\it'ct to his prescnt M;rjr:s ty ; but, .tow.trds 

til{' Nur! I. , tll(· t'xtt'mir(' district of l'ali$h is ,,~~ncd ·by Must<lfiL 

Khan , :I rl'udliollS and in(\epeudellt cllid: 

'l'IWI'{' is 110 rin'!' o f ('om,l'quellcc in Chi/1m, but ti le K iz.i1u'::.ien, 

alr('~l(ly d('~crihctl; allti the only Illacc worthy the name or town is.. 

Rf'lJld, built Oil the ~hon' of the Cfl'~lJill/l, u\1(1 carr)ing on a con~id t'r. 

able trade ill fo ilk , and oilier artide~ , with A.~/ra/.;(/JI . 1'11(' harhol1r j ~ 

ull~afc in .~ torll1y wcathrr, :.ani} tlJC cUJfllllllmkrs of .ships genl'Tally 

prcli.'r t1ml or ].Wtl';L'J'Ofll l , a ~Jllal! 1101" in the di~trict ot 'j'ali~h, 10 tIle 

N. W. or R esld. 

G/~ilalt yidds a nett T('\'CIlUC uf 14fl ,4DO lomaum :IIlU 9,058 

J"wl'''' 
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lI1AZANDERACN. 

THt province of Afo'ZanderaulI, part of ancicnt H!lr"afllo, is 

lIeparated from hak by the lofty mountaim of E/lmr::.. '1'0 1hc Ea~t 

itIHw-:Khoral.tatl, with the beautiful pro\·ince of A~leralj(/t.l, \\hich is 

by many included in AJu,;;alldermm. Thp C(IIpian Lound!. it on th<" 

North, and Chilan on tbe Vhst. 

~fazanderaun (ll~ well ll~ G/lilall) differs e~sentially from all tile 

other provincC''! of tlli .. great empire. The country i .. Illountainon<;, 

abounding in forests of oak, and full of swamps; Lut the Hlllir<; are 

fertile, and produce the finest rice ill vast <Juantitics. The lIIal sl.y 

grounds are, however, all adapted to the cultivation of whe:lt; and 

even the small portion, which the nathcs are cllauled to ntl~e fo, their 

own consumption, is coarse, and of a "cry inferior quality. Sligar 

is also cultivated. to a great extent; but the qnantlty of ~i lr.. i!> <; mail, 

,,",hen ('ompared wilh that which i!> producl'd in G/.t/al1. 

The nativE'S of lIfa';;(mderuun were regarded a, the most wUlljJ,e 

of the Per..i.llls, and they defended their retreats and ca~tles in the 

IIlountains with liD much cour&.ge and ability, as to !.eeurc llleir indc-

J,clUhmce. 
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pCllckncC', fur a COlhidcrahlt" period, :lgainst all the power of Tamcr~ 

1,I11e :\1ld his cHurls to sulJduc tl! <' lll, '1'hj~ provincc is also Il:lid to lw,\'c 

IW(,11 thl' "rami ~<,at uf war hCl\I'I'I' ll the Scfeed Dcc\'c (or ",1litc tlrmon) " ' 

all.1 llu~tul!), Plincc of ZII/;/n/ou j allu the rcJjef or h i.~ so\'ercign , 

II h" I! :UI IJCi'U LI',icgl,,1 in tile eity of fllfl ::.uIltLcrulUl, j ~ one of thc 1II0$t 

;;llIljlJLll> " xpluit~ n :corded in thc lift; of the PcrsHLn hero, 

He,itl('~ a mnili tmlr nf ,mailer ~tr('am..,. tlJer(' apjlCaJ"S to be two 

l'riuci llal r iver, in Ihi !> prol' inee. Til ey IlOth ha\'{' thcir sour<:e5 in the 

ItlO'lIlta ill~ vI' EII)// I"::' , aud tli ~elllLoglic into the CWIpi(llt Se«, That 

wllie!. bl'al'~ till' nauJC o( Alw:'/I/l/lu(//t1I was cros~ed hy M r. For~tcr; 

and thi., g ClltlCllJall t!csl;I'iocs it a~ taking a N, 'V. cour~e . t!lI'(l!Igh the 

flat Ijllal'[Cr III' t\J(' pru\'inet', and f.llling into thc sea, at Jlll:~/j('tI Sil', 

The (,1l1l1ll1l'rCC of JI[I/::;rwdamlll i .. eon~i,ler.lbl(', the \' iU:tg~ an:!' 

o \)Cn allel Ill'al\y built , ami arc I\dig h tfnlly :-. itu;\ted, "it lief on \Trd:mt 

Ilill ~. fir ill the mO!>l ch:U'lllillg ,'ull iNl, fcrliii z('cl hy ~ 11'('a1ll ~ of 

t.lcli c illll~ W:lt "r, T\lc capitaillf the \JfO\' iIlCC i, Sr/ri, olU'e Ill" ~C;lt of 

Aga l\ l allOUlcd KIHlIl, :IIHI nllw tl)(, I'r~id(>II(,(' of nnr of 111(: princes of 

P N .• i ll, Thi, j, a ,'c ry Ullcit'ut city, hcillg fl'l'I IU(, lllly nllucJcll to hy 

] :\, rtll1u ~t'c; ;ultl 11'11(' 11 \ i ~jh'J II>, IluulVa)" eontainct.l four tIT fi"e 

I C l\Jpl('~ of Iii" ;J,:"il'nt Pel'~ian~ , huih of l'olicl matt'Ti :d,~, lIIHi jn thc 

... hapt' Hf l lJltllllla~ . :.Imut Illirl), fl'c! ill di:um'tcr, allu r.l i'iI'(1 If' a IlOint. 

11(, :11' vu(' hlllllir('d nnd II\'('uty (,'ct ill height. Suri is a :illlall hut wl'll­

fOflifi ctl tll\\ lI, bl'in; ~I\rroullllt:ll with a goot.l wall 1IIIU dl.'C' JI d itch, It 

i1 CIOWUCU wilb inhabitauts, and asocil'ty of AI'UlClljUIiS arc est;lblisl!ed 

m 
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in the ,·ieinity of thc towo. IIcr<' arc IlWIlY IIl(' rclmnts of credit , who 

carry Oil a brisk trade wilh ./hlra!.:11/I ,lIld the interior part<; of P I·I".lill . 

'flu" palace, though SU);llI, i ~ cOlulLlIJdious :Ilul Hcat. The cUlilltry, in 

the ,·iciuity of tlJ ctowlI, i, n It, woolly. iutl'r 'l'cr$cd with :. Ir(';lt ll ~, :ltll l 

lJOIJIllic,lon the N, E. ,Ultl S. \V. hya lull' r:tJlgc of hill ~. JJI,((m.II! , 

althoug h unly thc ;,ccHIIlI to\\"n in Jlla;:;allf/erllUlI, i~ I:tr,!.{l'r th,U) .. • .. UI·;, 

situated, according tu F"r~ter . ill a luw daHl)' \"; llI t'y, ;IIH I ahuut une 

luile and a half in !,ircul!1[t"l"cuce. '1'1;(" hO,J;,l'S arc u\I'all'Y Imill, :JlII I 

the streets , itl tlte winter sca;,OlI, an' cliual..l'll with 1111111. Then' art' 

fuur Ct1/"(lVall.!Jer(J.~; and til e Qa;;al', which furlll s tllC priul'ip,d ;,t rl'ct, 

denotes an acti,'c trallic, 

The ro;ul bctwl'cn Sflri :11111 na(ji'l/sft j" extrelllely h'lll, ;11 111 Ii mlly 

passable in the wint er, the grea tc!>t part 1{" .. diuS through low ~W,t1J1J1Y 

grounds. J'"arabad is an ordinary lown , ~ituatl"tl a l ti l(' llIo ulli 0;' a 

river, thirty mile<; Ea~t of thc ,·illagc of lfII:~/u:d "',ir, ;ll lI l l' l ~joyi Jlg a 

.!imall traue in rice, ~:t!t-(i~h , anu pOthT),. The ,ull·i, 'nl city of ~ /1II1f1 

is situated in an agrc(~ilbie plain at the (()Ot of a IItlluntaill, ou Ill(' hank .. 

of a rh'er, and i~ cell'braled [cU';1 halul~OI IW IJI 'id~(' of IIn·ln· :!rdll'~, 

an old fortre~s , aDd a palill"e uf Shah Ahkl<' til l' Creal. . J.I/tr'fl/; the­

favorite rcsi LiC'nce of that gre-at priuc(', is ~{'atcd 011 the " III)l"e (If a U,I)" 

which is the only good harbour O il the ~uutlu' J'l1 ~id l' or the ( 'mpifl/l ,,'v II, 

The followlIlg dcscription of tilis palace i~ ~in'n hy H ,mway . 

.. Over the gatt', which furms the l'ldralJce, arc lhcanl)~ of " ,'nia, 

" being a lion, with the sun l".i~ illg bd,jud it; alluuillp tu t he ~tn'lJgt h 

" ;tl l1 l 
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" and glory of the Pcniau monarf'l!y. 'Vithin this gate is a kmg 

" aV(' llu(', on {'ach !<o idc of whieh are thirty apartmcnts, iutcndf'o for a 

" royal guard . The I1cxt gate in front opens into a garo('ll; in the 

" lUi<IclJc of wllich is n channel, malic with stOI1(" .. hout tlJr('e feet 

•• wide and one decp. In this channel runs a stream of wat('r, which 

.. lta.~ foul' falh, of about an ell high, thirty yards distant from eacb 

" other, each having a small bason and fountain. These falls lllud 

" have a very fine effect; for on the sideS', ncar the stream. holes nre 

" cut to fix candles, at ('(Iual distanc('s, to the number of about a 

"tholl ~aml. At thc head of these is a large stone bason, about six 

" f('{'t deep. Tn 1111' lm ilrlillA' Il.l'r(' is, nf'ar thi.~ hasan, a sumptnou! 

" uiran, painted with gold flowf'rl'l on a blue ground, "Vcry well 

"executed. Hf're are also several portraits, which leem to have been ... 

" done by a Hollander, uut no masterly hand. On the side of th~ 

II llir alt lire SC\'('l"al small aparhlJclll~ ; and behind this bu ilding arc 

" lhrt'c other f.11l 1'; of water, which pour down froUl the side of a steep 

" mountain, cO\'cr('(1 with wood. 

" The garden comj ~ts dliefly of walks, bord('red with \lel"y 1nrge 

" 11iucs, orange, and otItf'l" fl"lIit-trf'(, ~ , with streams of water running 

" between tllem, From thellee we were carried into an.other garden, 

" much in die sallie ta!>te, in which stood the h(lram. TIJere wns no­

« budy in it; yet heing the women's apartment. it was considered as 

" sacred, and we werc not permitted to go into it. Before it is a 

.. large 
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" lurge Imson of water; and a square, with marble LelJehes at cad, 

«comer. A sycamore, of prodigious size, in the cenirC', :-.klclcd Ihi' 

" wholc with its extended hmllchc~, Here werr al~o cascade .. , i .. the 

" same manner as related ill the other gardens, From thence ",,~ 

H wcrc conducted to a banquctillg-llOtlsc, which was dedicated to:l­

" grandson of Ali, Out of respect to this, we were I'cfJuirccl to ICllVl' 

" our swords at the door, The solemuity with whieb we welc COII­

" ducled struck til, willi a kiud of religious awe: hut Ihi~ wac; <00011 

" changed illto contempt; for I wa~ surprised to find the room adomed 

" with paintinl:,"S, such as c(luld please only a \'Olliptuou~ Malhlluedan, 

" Here were aJso portraits of Shah Abba~ thc First allll Secoud, and 

" of some olher )Jcrsom; all Ly ;t European hand, Lut meanly ('xc· 

"eutcd, It had no fumituTl', but rich carpets, which wcre thcli Ililed 

.. into gl1.·ut ueaps. 

" \Ve were now sll ewn a fourth hou~e anil gal'dt'Il, ilt which was 

" the spring that gave water to thl' g reatl'st part of tbe whole. ] II this 

« wus a stately dome, who~c tOJl was iudi!fc,cntiy wcU paiutctl, ant.! 

" the walls were covered with Dutch tile~, as high as till.' ~ •• !lcry, At 

.. some distance from this, on an clIIillencI', i, a .\lIIall buildillg. which 

" see)ned to be intellded for an oh:-.cn'aj.ory, The whole commauds 

" die view of a fiL(-' country, the CU$pitUl SM Lci ug ahoul li,·c lIIilcs 

l< distant. The "icinity of the mountains 011 till' Lad.. of the pahll't·, 

" the numerous cascades, and the Illusic of lJirul>, ga"c me 111,1111 

" plca~allt 
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" pka~,tnt ilte,, 'S : hut the Il1llwppy ~ituation of the p('ople still returned 

" to my tll":I;:ilH, anti "Iulltcd the edge of that pka ~ufl', whil'h I 

" mi!! lt t (ldl(Tllj ~e Ila\(' (,lIjO) ('tl."'" 

'1'1 1(' IWm,'I'OIiS !lilt! usd'lI! pllhlic works erected h)' Shall AlJlms the 

Cn::lI, ;u'e lasting J1if)rnllll(,llt~ of the power :11111 g lory of that prim'c: 

ami allHl tlg~t thc~e Wt~ may l'IlUIlHTate the causew"y of lIIflzlllldermUl, 

ill hollgth about tilr('c illlJ1(]l'cd JUile~, and which rUlls frolll Kiskar in 

the S, 'V, uf the (iI,.piulI, scvera! leagnr~ ul,ytllHl . 1slel'ubud ill the 

5, E, T! I(' l"I~'Cmetlt is now Ilearly in the ~alllc eOlltliliol) ,IS it was in 

the lillie of I Tau way, lil·illg ]wr/i:ct jll mally I'lae('~, althoug h it lias 

hanll,\' t' \'cr h('('11 f('pail'f· tl. ]1) ~()l!l(, pnrts it is auo\'e twenty yunls wide 

ill Ihc 111111,[[", \\ith dilcilrs nil rach ~iJI' ; anti there are IJl<Illy IJridgl'lO 

upon it, 111111('1 ' which t he water is eOllve)'ed to the ri('c_neJds, , 
The nt'lt r Cl'CIl UCS of J1/w-:Jmdt'l'«wl arc 22.13~ lU/)!f.lU1I8 8,710 

llilmrs, 

JllI".lI1tf{('/,I/II11, as well a~ GllilrJII, may he' ui"iue'd into two di~t jllet 

dillJ:ltc~, iiII' warm allt! the cold; JJ:ullcl.l', the mountainous region, 

awl the fbt rnulltry ulong the ~hofe of the G/sl'ia/t Sea, \Vinter and 

"'iH iug an' the Jwalthiest _~casotls; lor tllc S:Ull Ulcr ami autumnal heats 

()l'('a~ion !)u{'h ,';\ hnlatiolls to arise from the fell S ulltl marshes whic'h 

()\'(T~prC,l(llhi~ p,u't \If P Ct',lill, a~ to rt,ntkr the ail' 1lI0~t illsaJu.briou~. 

Ag ue); and url'p~ic,,, are the preralent disol'd(,fs, and the natives Imve 

ill gClleml a sallow llUd ulo.lted I!llpCnrancC', iudicative or the state of 

theil' 

'I'hi~ JIll-lace i~ n<Jl> ~lmosl entird,. ruin,,.\, 
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their health,· In October, NOl'ember, amI D ecember, there arC' hra",.. 

ralliS, Snow also f.lll s, but IlCl'cr li c~ 10flg upon the grountl; anti in 

spring Illc rivers, all1lolot invariably, overflow. 

Tile tlescription of Gltiluu amI ])Ia;.utldermm IS tlrawn 11 11 fl dill 

iniorlliation n'el'ired from natiH's, compared with tbe stalt'lIu'ut .. of 

Europe'lll tra\'('I II:I',~ , ;IlIti dlc principal pO~ilio ll s an,' tlt',luecd from 

Ku'Zwceu, TIH! loouthclil "IlOr(' 01 tlie ( 'lI.\pill", " idl lil c Gldf of ]1(/11.-1111, 

are laid clown from C:,ptaiu ' Vooi.lwpc, 1\1111 com palTd with a ltu~~ i.\11 

munur.cript; t11e Jllou th~ of the Pl.-III' fl'Ulil :If'(lIa] sun'('y; ;11lI1 the l\r{':-.t 

and Ea"t coasts oj" the ( ·ff.lpirl1l, li'ol1l th(' p:rcat Ilu~ .. ialJ lIl;IP , puhli-:.licil 

at Sf. PetersLurglt, about , .. ix )<,ar .. 'lgO • 

• 
"hell Illl olhLr ILTll1ual~ pillo "" oIy 1\ Ilh ~I(hn<' .•. 
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ASTERABAD. 

TUE small province of Astf:runad is sometimes included in ~fazan­

derau1t, which it resembles ill nppearance, climate, [lJId productions. 

This i'l lhc ancient I:lyrcullia, and the patcrnlll estate of the present King 

of l'ertJh,. llS citil:f of the K;tiar triLe, who hu\'c entire possession of 

the pro\·ill('c. 11 i~ bounded all tLc 'Vest by the Caspian Sea,' to the 

South it is scpamtru by a lofty riuge of lllountaiu~ from tlie districts 

of Damgan ,lIlIl Bi.ltrlY/; it cxtclld~ to the East as far as the Longitude:.. 

of 58"; and is divided from D(/I/I'~tail by lhe rj"cr Ashur. The city of 

~1,v{('ro'H(d. the capital of this prol·juce, is ~ituated Dcar the mouth of 

the ri,"cr E.lia, Oil a hay of the Cw.pifm Sea. Tlli:. town is, at present, 

governed hy one of the King's SOllS; and it is beii('\'cJ that a g reat 

pal1 of the royal Irclburc i ~ here deposited. Ea.<,t of A~"':ru}md, and 

twt'lIt)'-fi\'c f'(r~uTl.~·~ from Bi:;fllll, is the town of JorjulI, the ancient 

II«rllllo/, frum wlljch the name of I:l!ll'cQJlia Illa), prob:lbly bcderivf!d. 

Tlli" placc i" fr('(Juclltly ai!uded to in P cr.<, ian history, ilnd is reckoned 

olle of the stnJllgl..'S( fortr('sses in the kingdom. 

J)ufuwtall, or Ihc ('oulltl")' of the lJullc, is immediately North of 

A..~teruIJ(ld. It cxtcnd~ fWIll thc ./1:;/101" to the hitnks of the Tedzen, 

ilOti i~ rrpr('sf."nh:d to be Ii counlry cflual ill fertility to .dstera6ad. 
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KIIORASSAX 

THE vn.st province of Khom" ~ml * Las for its hounll,u Il'~ tlw 

OXIUI and country of Bulkl, to the N. E. and K, ('unul lLlltl :,m'/lllI 

to the S., hnd to the W. the' pro\·iu({'s of Iral .. , .~d" fl'r(/IJ'ld, and 

Duht'slan.t It IS Dlilch to he regretted, that (lUI' knowkdgc of thi .. 

great, and to us mmt important tract oj ten itory. i" ,hamefully 

deficient. The northern and ca~tcrll p<lrt~ ila vc nut UCCIl , ' ~ilc(1 uy .my 

European for a numher uf year" lLnd tiLert'furl' the t.il1ill~ i. ,forUJ.Ltioll 

J J>0s.sess, cOLlcerning their nalu'e ;U!d I c,>ou rces, has ueclL rccci,'\ II 

from difftfCDt nativl's of KlwrasslIt/, wI Will I ilIct at II IC Pl ' l ~i.t" ('OUI t. 

It is reprcsented to be a Ic\'eJ l.Vuntry, intcrsockd witll ,,:uilly t! c~C'rh 

7. 

• 'rlol' (nHlltry of the ~ un. 

t "\!;, c(!ahle to the ~""~"'l'hV ," (I,r (,", .. "f r ,,,,,1"";'1 A'r.O>II""'1 (\ [, 1I<1~ ,,, Ih , 

/llIl){'k: hut the. 'rurk"h prmc(', .. _( .• bl"l" <I Iht· "'''11/11/11 ' '{"_"//lIiI, tOr !Iu' '" I"" aII'd 

kill;:.t"I1l~ . IIm"n~ I"I"l:-: uri' CIII",!, ./~fI"llIh",1 ( u, ( "I"d>, .~lltl"'IJOTr. 1/,,"fl,m, .te. Ar • 

• 
aUutLng!o !Io,· .... pro,onrr_ I .. . ug "·I'M.tlrti Ii ... ", til .. k'":;III'''' "r f', "'" /\:; r< ' .1>11' [ to 

th .. 1>I (,,;(,lIt gr"gral,l ,y, Illy""" h t', ,, ho"nd.,ry ]'<.1,\1'(' " A'I",,,,,,,,,, ... ,,1 " ... ". It" 'ltll JL' , 

"lv/RIII,r-l'tfO;N.IIII. 1'h" 1'''· III~.d I,·,,,,,,l .... (", ,.,ry "'t'ry d·, v. d,,,1 II [1, .,[ 1""[ "I 

/I.'hot"""" , ~ oDly terilled oue." wludl tke 1\:1.!,; ... r PCllla IIO\\' rv~',.;c" " Ilvult! be \/' ., 

Illuiled IIId("l'd. 
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;l1ul irr<'glliar ridge'! nf lorry mountains: the climate, therefore, \'ruics, 

;ll'cOI'Jing 10 tile nature lIml cJc\'ation of the 'different Jistricts into 

which it i:;. tli"iuel!. J n some pnrh it is temperate, in others extremely 

cold; flllil the /mr/.('-scm7fm, wlliclt Illows ill the dc-'>cl't., {Ol' forty 

d:lYs ill the ),em, Itrove" ill ~lalltallcomJy flt:!1 to ullwho nrc exposed to 

it. Thi" provioc(' wa'l once pOl'lIlou~ ;lnu fionri,hing, nnd adorned 

\Iith many princely citit's. 'l'hc soil is, in general, excellent, and 

prOilucl's \\ inc, fruit, coru, nee, anu silk, in the grE'atest abundance 

llnd of the w~ry he,t (Juality; but it has ,,0 often uccn laid wa"tc and 

"~CI rim by the mo.,t savage Ila'ion ~ , that cOlllmerce and pro<;pcrity Im\'c 

lilted)" dj~;lppe;!!'cd: the citic .. h;lrc fallen iuto uccay, und the 1lI0"~t 

fi ll ilful region" ha\"(' lIecn conn~rtet.! into ~olitary deserts. The' King of 

p ( rbill'~" authority, at 1)!"C' .. ent, cxtenu~ only over the cities of ftlcslled, , 
]\",",11(1/,0111", Tw\,hi"~/I, ,lIld ·Jidlfl~. \\ it II {heir dqwm!cncics. The Soutll. 

em P,U"'S, iucluding" the dry of l1c/"ul , ~!rc in tile possession of the 

Ajgh:m~, ,111(1 ~omc wandering Iri',c~ of Patalls and Ymueks ; anti those 

to the E:l~t ;!I1d Korth h{.'l()n~ to the U.,heck Tartars and TurkollIans. 

The"e ditlt'rc'lIl na{ioll~ carry Oil illcc'>sulltly a predatory w;u fare, by 

i'l\auing (lie t('n"jt('rie~ fir cadi other with hodies of irregular borse, 

\\ lio, after ra\'aging the couutry and burning tlJC villages, carry off the 

inhabitallt'> illin &la\'cl")'.· 

I hal"C 

'I'll,' f"ll""", ; ",wuul, g"C"u I.) " p~l.on who ~eco"'I)'ltlied Hyuer SIIIIII, the 

/,l e'c"1l1 so\cHi..,n .., r /kUWIfI, ill OliC of lIi~ Illuuueriug cxpcditions, may gh"e the reader 

sume 
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I have failed in e\'ery endca\"our to gaill !ouch inforlllation liS Jllay 

he relied on , respecting the mountains of this prov;!}ee. Tlte!"e is no 

doubt, however, but the diiferC'nt ridgt>s by whicli it is iuil'rs('ctcd aI"(' 

not lInly connected with eaell otlier, hut alsu with the Ilim/oQ AII/, 

anll the range of EILm"'Z . The mouutains of lJamifllt amI Goor, 

which di\·itle Khorassult from C'aLui, thmw out an imlllense branch to 

the S. W. , as till" as the Latitulle of 34" N. 'lud Longitude of 65" 20~ 

E. Here it suddenly turns to the N. 'V., mul cutting til(' Lalilmic 

of 38° and tLe Longitude of GOO, becomes united with the Ill l)umaius 

of ftleslted. Captain Christit" in his route from the boni<.' rs of ,)'ei.I·-

z () /U/(. 

ml"'oC('d hi$ journey from /lo/;lWnI, and 11) rore,·,1 mard,,," re"d'l·,1 :\\ , ... :o:."h .1"1,,·,, ill 

ten dnys. nel"flle~Yinlt HlIlli~ I mf:g~g'" he ;l(h"ullc" d will, twelllJ Ih oll~~1I!1 hOl1<I"', "u,1 

after three mod"rnle m~rd,~s reocht-d the bn,,\..' of 1,<1:01. III II,,''''' l11ard,(>~ II", I ranl>~ 

mouilletial break of d~y, a ud rod ... tiil four or li~ (l o·d",,\.. in Ihl"' "I<' lliH~, II :1<)11 II ... )" li·d 

Ih"i,' hoo,"", a lld lank some n·f'l·~h"wul . Th,,) "I",,)" e",.,.i,·,1 ~l""l" 1I day,' ],arl"y Ii,,' II ... ,,· 

hors(' · ;11,,1 a <ort of hi."",u" and .i" lIy ",,,,Ie (rnm g-r;,l'!'- fl.'" H"'",,,,h ~' '' . 'I' ll") ai,,> ~;"'r i",1 

~t· ... ' ral d"ys' wal('r, " f which tl,,'y dr~,,!. hn\ ~ l'a";",:.l.,·. a.I .1 " lIi., ;,11,.\\ "' \ ,;.,.;,. 10." ..... , ., 

.~UIUIJ (Juuulil)" onc .. (" try Iwen 'y_f..w· h"!11". '1'1,,")" 1>I"lml"d ~~,,;u "Ii"r ""'"i,,:;: I"'''.' "r" 

!!lId roo ') till mj~night . \ " h('n they r('achefl the l"wll "hid, t! ... y jnl ,',,,h'" , ,, ''' ' ''''];, Ilw.v 

disruouut<'d , and I"flnlol.'n('ti quirt till morlli~ ';:-, "hell th .. g"lt·, liT ... · "I""U"" "",I I!1<" i,,! ,.,· 

bitanll. ""ltIe out witb thei r c'lUlr, s.c. Till"' city l\"U. Ihen g;""" uI' 10 I'lu, ,,k,', ;",\1 ,h,' 

lOrn ~arri,'d into $lavery. Shah ]]J,ler ha~ mad(' h'n rXl.r, lit',,1" uf Ihi , I.ill" j"l <> A i",. 

ram"'. lie rerein's 11 tenth of Ihe plunder, .md lhe remaiud"r i . dil'ilkd ,,«(,,,,)1., ,1tI"''':; ' ' 
his followers. 
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"m 10 H eral, lind from tIUlt city to l"e::.d, inform!> us, thnt the country' 

which hc passed was mountainou s, diw'rliificu with plains, most of 

which, Ilarticularly l,d.\H .. "C 11 llrral and } 'e::d, wcrc fill' from unfertilc, 

tolcrably clllti\'atcu, amI abolmdillg in pa.~turcs. These mountains 

W('fC ill somc r.lI'N I'xceeding!y lofty ; and at the "illagc of OkIJI, half. 

way behveell l 'erru/t nnd H erat, all immense range was seen to tbe 

East. These dl'lcm'erie,~ of Captain Christic prol'(', in my opiniOD. 

thc correctness of D' Am'ille, in skirting thc Salt D e3erf, to the East, 

,,.ilh a ridge of mountains, mentioncd by tllC ancients, but of which 

Mr. Pinkerton douLls the existence. 

Of the !·j,.crs (If Kho1"llS80ll, thc TedT.t!u, which iii tllc ancient 

Oc/IUS, is next in size to fhe O.l:l.tS, It appears to have its source neal' 

St!I'uks; and after rcceivi ng the acccssion of many streams, and 

ilUlongst the number th e !fleshed rivcr, fall s into the Cuspiu'll Sea, in 

the Latitude 38u 41' N. The Ilcrh'ood, 01' Ilerat river (ancient 

Aries) rises nt somc little di ~ttl.ncc to the North of that city, and 

pursulIIg a southerly course, is 1000t ill the sands, between I-Ieral and 

the lake or Zn'J'UIt.-- Tllc .lIIargflst of antiquity, now styled tbe 

Alurgab, issues from thc mountains of GuOI', and is also said to be 

lost in the sands, not t~lr from Heral, The Ester (ancient Siderius) 

• I h~\c hren tuld loy sev(·r:.l n3Ii .. r~, th~1 Ihc Ilcrirood pursuc~ :1 northerly, and 

by otl"' r~a sOllth~rly ,1ir~lio", \rho CIIU uctcr,uin¢! Arrian I.ays thBt the wBters 01 

the Ef!llllamirr UII(I .,Iri, I ui~"I'I'l'ar in tl,r Sill11k 

t W hich gale narue to the province of l,JurgiamUl . 
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';:S n considerable I'h'er, (llld gires lIame to the pr'JVinec J'ble1'O/md, 

wiK'Te it tIisem~gll(,s into the CGspilil/, 'fhi!> river i!> na\'igablc for a 

short distancc. 

In the description of the towns autI distriCB, sC\'el',,1 plaet' :> will be 

:mentioncd in the 'Memoir 'Which are not luid down in the Map; for 

.the vunous routes ill my possession difiCr in point of distance so mueb 

frOIn eaeb other, that it is illlpos:.ible to fix their l-Io!oition!> with any 

degree of nocuraey. :MallY routes have, th'f'rt'ftll't'", beeu I'c:iected, alltI 

only those inserted, which, I have ellery reason to believe, nre corn..'Ct. 

The provinces of lrak and K/lOrtlSSan :II'C ~eparated I;y a deer 

ravine, which cuts the road leuding from 1,411'Ultn to lIIf'a/wi, IWC'III),_ 

two fitt'iillngS East of the forllIer. The first di"tl'icts we hu\'c 10 

mention in this direction ure Smnnum, Duwgall, and Bi:oltm. Till' 

first is a rich district, bounded all the Korth by iI/ouTll Elbllr ;;, and 

South by the Great Suit Desai. It eontaius fifty "illages; nOli 

Sllmnmfl, the ea.pita.I, I", II. ~mall tOWII, twenty-eight fW'/(llllgb' from 

Tehraull. DamgU11, hveh'e fu,/'sltligs from ,sllllttillm, is supposed to 

be the ancient EIeealompylos, for SOIllC till1e the Dletropolis uf the 

Parthiatl empire. It is the chief town of ,1 district uf tllc !>alllc n .. me 

situatrd in a spacious plain, famous far a victory gained by Nadir Shah 

over the Afghans. The town of Bislan, al!Kl called S/lUl'fJol, yields, 

with its dependencies, a revenue of 1,969 tumauns. The Ilositiull ofthi" 

tOWfI is det;('rrnined by two routes, one frOID 1'ehrmm lIud the oILer 

from Turshuh. 

In 
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JII tlti~ part of th", profincc, the great range of Elhurz detache!l' 

.,evcntl hranchc ... , wllich expand nv('r the cOllntry, between Aslerahad 
• 

011111 1I1c.y/u:d, acl,·:. ncc a grcat way to the Ea~t and North of that city, 

lorm u jUllctioll with the ridge of Bulltiull oefure melltioned, and 

finally sink into the t.Iesert plains of A7wrll'Z111. The t('rritory lying 

between the frontiers of Asterahu,l and the dependencies of Aleshed, 

including the towns and districts of Ahivera,. It.7j~·sa. Dil'uon, and 

1\.(1//1001(11, is subject to the Tule of the Turkomau tribes of GoklllO, 

wllo wage coutinual \\',lr with tllc !{ajars. This tl'llct comprehcnds 

nearly fhe whfllr- of tI](> m~{'ic:nt P,ulhifl, the l'eat of the fuundt>I'S of 

tllc Pllrthiilll monarchy, once ~o illustrious, alld so fata.l to tllC glory of 

tIle Homan arms. Tile prC'scnt proprieturs of the soil dilfer hut little 

in tli{'ir manllers .lIId pllrsuils from their ora\'e predecessors. They 

n · ... jllt· in portable woodl'» houses, and ar(> 1','('1' in motion. Their food 

i~ tllc produce of the f1ock~. They arc cruel alld iHilcralr, but exccl 

in l\ol'.seman~hil' and marli:\\ ex('r('i~M. 'J'heir arms arc a lance, a 

/llI"orfl, 111111 a bow ami arrows, which tliey usc altcrnati'ly, as cireum_ 

"iallce;. ilia), rCfluire. :Most of the towus in their clOlllicil)ll~ llave been 

either th:~troyctl or neglected ; and lVisso, the allcient ]t.·is~, the 

I"('lo idt'llcc of the first princes of the house of Arsaccs , is now reduced 

to a paltry vill;lge. The , .. holc of this country is lIlueh ecleura.ted for 

ib breN} ()f hor~('~ and e:uDe:s, by Iocll illg which the TurkOllJulis carry 

00 a coo&idera&lc traffic. TIl the South of Guklall, and bctwee. 

/ffea/le(l 



Mrsfled and Bisiall, lie thc terrilurir" 011\1("('1' Goonah Khan, an iude-

I'cndllnt cllief. There is no district in A-lwl'fI~.I/II1 more f. ui li'III, 01' 
• 

better inhabited thau this. It i~ rich in ('orn, willC', silk, alHl frllit ; 

and the inhabitants are a W'1I likc race, who ha\'c pro\'cd thcmscln" 

carabl!, of dcfending thc lihcrty and comforl ~ they clljoy. TIll' "uhjccts. 

of l\1cer Goonah Khan amount, 1 have been told, to about (OIH' 

t"ou~and f;uuili cs of Kur(ls, 111,'('(' IholhaLll1 fin! lIumlrc,1 of'1'url,.;, 

alld liw! tllOusnnd of ller.=.iun.,. Hi., cupita! i~ K((IJO.~/l(fI' , a /or( j!icd 

town , thirty fUI'SIW!.{S fi'om Jlles/INi , lind fight y-foul' from Bi.I!I",. 

H e i ~ also in posse.'>sioll of Bm·-:,ulljird, a poplllou ~ 10WII , I\l'eoty­

two fm·.wlIgs from Kobus/lUll, :"IS w('l1 as mtllly ~trolJg holds :ullong~t 

thc mountain!', whkh hc pres('I'\'cS wilh great earc. 

}I[t'i>!Jn[, thc c:lpital of th e IJersian di\'i ~ ion ul' K .'IIII'(I.ISIIII, i .. 

situated about two funuIII!J9 f!'Om the ruin" of the anei('nt cit)' or 'J'()IIS,~ 

and is cekhrated for a vcry superb scpuldll'C, in wll;<:h repol'ic til(' I'di(''1 

of Imam Reza, and th~c of the Caliph I-broun 'ul Ru"hitl. Although 

a great portion of this city is in ruins, it has tl pnllulation of lifty thon­

sand souls. The bazar is well supplied with fruits and pl\H'i~iollS, tile 

produce of the rich and well-watcred plain, in wl~ich the city st:uuk 

It is sU!Tound~d with a strong wall, tbree fursl/lIgs in circullIfcr('nce; 

.md 

There i~ II small }"I.(' dOlo(' to tl,(> ,(> ruin ', "bout f..,ur mile, j" u I'cumr. .. r<,",·(:. It 

;" cal1"d Ch"Tun/ll:e S."k, or ST('('U f,)lmtain , and i,; Ute source of t\\'o .wall rivrl., III ... · (,t' 
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and the great hazar, running directly through tbe city from EIl$t to 

\'lest, is three mile!' ill IcngtJI. .AIellled is di\olded into twelve quarters, 

Jh'c of which arc in ruins. The houses nrc meanly bUllt, and the ar~ 

or palace, i"! unworthy of the name. The city is governed by tke 

]Jrince, WaleI' l\feerza, one of the Killg'S sons, nnd with tbe districts 

attached to it, yield!. a J'e\'enue of 90,000 tomaUtl8. It carries on a 

considcraLle tmde with Bokh(f1'a Bulkh, Candalwr, Yt'Zd, and Ilerat. 

Velvet of the finest quality is manufactured here, and its fur pelisse! 

are nlso much esteemed. The position of Meshed is fixed by six very 

good routes : tll'O from GhQri«t1, II. village t('n fursungs 'Vest of Be· 

rat ; two from 7urhut Hydereak, a town fi ... e fUTsunga North of 

SUlIgOOII Balfl KIt&f; aad two from Nishapour. Of die two first, 

one is a direct Toute of fifty fursttngs, and tl,C otllt'r of fifty-five. ..Of 

tbatt from 1"u"/)/(/, onc i8 tWl'nty-t1lTee f1!tt"stmgs amI tbe other twenty­

fit'1' j and one route makes the distance [,'om ltf~lIked to lllithapouJ' 

hnnty furs/mes, whilst the other is hventy-tIVo. 

The following uf'ScTiption of the fortress of Ktltd, jn which 

Nndir Shah so nmcll delighted, was given mc by a tlobJcman of 

M~shNl, with whom I became ucquainted ot l spanun. 

K~/ut is Mxtel'll fi"'8u"'g.~ from MeMlni, on ttll~ road to Mit" Shah 

JI'ltml, and is "ituated in a YI'TY mountainou~ country, named Aslldllt" 

Koll, or fllc rnoulltnil)s of thc Drllgon. It is n ,'er), high I]ill, accessible 

ollly by two mlTrow paths. After an ascent of ;thout seven miles, YO\1 

n'Hcli a nul' plain, llclIriy twel"e miles in cirt."uit, watered by a multitude 

of 
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of little streams, &Pd producing corn 'tIld ricc III Ihc g rcatc",t 

Th ;jI,>h L " r ) " J"" ) abundance. e III auitants 0 tiC lIlount'UIl!:> Inl III tC1I1~, ami i Ie 

only builtlings in this delightful "alley nrc two tOIl"erS, ami a sma!\ 

marble edifice erected by Nadir. The towers were int('nd t"11 for the 

defenre of the patils, and the house rOl,tlle u,,(, of his Maj,'sty, 011 

quitting the "alley you continue to a'lcellU : and after tra\'CHing ahout 

fift een miles, gain the f>U lUliut of the mountain, 011 wllich is :Illother 

plain, not so larbte, but ('flual in fertility to thl' JUJ"/II('I". H cr£' an­

also two !>mall lowers, whieh eOIlIlU:J.nd the :ljlprOaehl'!>' and an: the 

only fortifi cations on thc castle of ErllIl; thc strength (If wilich, like 

the K elu Sufecd, consists ill the "~tcL"jmess of the 1"OcI.. aud in thl' cljffi~ 

culty of access to it. A sing le ~tonc, IJUrled frolll the tol'. j~ ~ lIffi ,; j t. llt 

to stoJl the ad\'anec, if 1I0t to effect tlte destruction of an ('n{'llly. 

Between Mf'"~/t(>d ;\IId Alel'v the dir.lriets of Cob"/!I/Jlg and 

D cr-oguz arc particularly mentioned. The rOI"mer i~ gOl'cl"Ilcd lJy 

an illdepencl:ult ehieftaiu, who can IJriug tweh"c thousand me .. iuto 

the field, and who resides in the town of Cvlclllmg, tll'cnly-thn'c 

flll'su1Igs from Ale~"knl. The district of D erugll'":., tIl"~ property of 

Lutf Ali Khan, chief of the trilJc of Chuperloo, touclll'~. 011 the 

'Vest, the dependencies uf K elal; on the North. tIle couutry of Ille 

Turkonlans of 1'r,k, f>ometimes called ./It/uk; lIud all tllC ElIst, it 

bram:h of the A~"lidllr Xu/" The sulJjecls of Lutf Ali Kha .. a lC 

esteemed the bravest and roost polite of the Ilati\'('s of K/IQI"C.,\~IIJI; 

A. and 
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and the soil they inherit is so fruitful, that dry ~ yields a hundred, 

'and rice four hundrcd.fold. 

A /Jat and sandy lieu'rt reaches from the beck of the ~ Eo! 

to witl,in a few miles of the O.t'U$. Syed MahODled. Hassan, a 

resprdablc mltive of Sacierre, onc day's journey to the North of 

BQckllllra, informed General Malcolm, that he bad been at tbe 

mountains of Pmneer J where the Oxus has its liOorce. He describes 

them as being thirteen marches, of thirty six miles ea<:h, EilSt of 

Rpobad, in Buduk Slum, uninhabited, inaccclsibk. and always white 

with snow. He had followed the banks of the Oms for bundrcd~ 0( 

Dliles. had frequently visited And and Khivo, the capital of Our&"ll~je., 

and positively asseTts, that tbe Joxortn and Oxus having fOl"med a 

junction, the collccth'c waters flow into the Cn$piutJ Sell. Frota 

Khiva to Eilject, It distance of five marches, or one h'undl'fii and 

eighty milf''<:, it is desl'tt ,'md uliinhabitN1 on both banks of the river ; 

but from the latter to J;zzeh? nine mareitcs, they are inhabited by 

tribes of Turkomans, who possess va" herds of sheep, o.xea, and 

mares. Ttlese people wander in the lipring, employ themselves ni 

agriculture in the summer and a'ltuom, and seek protection from 

the cold and snow of winter, in large straggling villages built of 

mutl. The O.xus is described as navigable during the wMie (Jf tbis 

distance, and there are many ferries, with f.rol\l eight to ten boats at 

('aeh . The pasture and cultivated lands extend DQ further thaD thn!e 

or 
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or foul' miles front the river; for extensive deserts, on both sides, 

open into Persia and Bok'wra. Above Ji'l:.zeh, (<.II' a considerable 

distance, the country iii hilly, intersected with forests, Ilnd peopled by 

wandering tribes of Uz:bek Tartars, Ymuks, and Tanjets, all of 

which pay homage to Hyder Shah, King of Bokhara. 

Mnv Shah. Jelwll,· tbe ancient capital of the province of Mar. 

gitnta, was founded by Alexauder the Great, and afterwards embel­

lished hy Antiochus Nicator, who gave it the name of Antiofhia. 

It was one of the four imperial cities of KAfJrasl/(III, and WII!<I long the 

seat of many of the sultans of Persia i but, in particular, of tbose of 

tbc Seljukian dynasty. The fruits of Afcrv were finer tlian those of 

any otber place, and the walili were, on nil sides, surrounded with 

stately palaces, grove!!, and gaJ'(~cos. Here Alp Arslao, the most 

powerful prince of his time~ reigned for a number of years, in all the 

pomp nnd splendour of oriental magnificence: and the follo~'ing 

epitaph, it is reported, may ~till be seen on the tomb of that hero: 

" 'You, who have witnossed the grandeur of Alp Anlin, exalted even 

U to tbe Heavens, come to N erv, and you will then! liCe it buried 

II in tlte dust." This great capital was taken and pillaged by the 

Usbe.::ks, about twenty years "go; since which time it has been 

vadually declinillg, nnd it. population iii now J'educed to three thou· 

A a Z saud 

The lIt'at of the kill;, 
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sand soul!', under the rule of thl' brother of Hyder Shah of Rokha)'fl. 

1t is situated on the river ftflllg«h, the waters of which were raised 

by a dykC', for the li llpply of the city. The positiol) of M(,I'V has bl..'en 

dctnl)lillc(\ from five roules, which I belie,'c to be corn'ct. Or these. 

fUllr arc frOIll Aft-slu:r!, and the other frOID J-Ierut. The first a direct 

route from JJfe.~"e(l, of fifty-two fur,~I"'gs. over a mountainous tract; 

the second is by the 10WII uf Snmlr!l.\', a distance of sixty fU1·SUngS. 

the country lJeing of II lllore level nature than the former; the third, 

by the di"ll'il;t of J)emgu~, is ~ixt}'-scven .Ii/TSUllf(S; and the fourth, 

a dislulJc(' of lift y-.~jx flu"swlgs. The other route is from lferat. All 

these intersections bring iJJl'rv ... "wh .'eha,~ N. E. of Ales/wd; nDcl in 

the printed maps it is plact!d nearly East of that place. The depen­

dencies of Jlferv {')ttend Jive days journey East, as far us the desert, 

;lI)d 'Vest to the banks of the Ted::,"". TJw revenues of the KIllm IIfC 

t\\'enty 1nmlllds of grain ;t.nd I-ixty thousand rUjlees annually. It is 

eighty.eight flll:\·lmg.~ frOIll IJellce to IJerat. For the first two 01' tlJrce 

»larches, the road is rcpr('sentcti to lie tlu'Oligh a desert : it then enters 

a mountainous region, illhilbitcd by a very powerful tribe, named 

Ymueks. The SUlluuilS of these mountains" arc covered with snow for 

lIIorc than half the year; but the yallies arc fCl'tik, and afford abun­

.!allce of foragc and clry gr:.aiu. The power of the Y mucks cxtends to 

within tenflll'lJIIlIgs of lII.'I'll{. 

Heral, 

• TIle ptlTOpamiSUf of the Gr~k~. 
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J.Ierat , the ancient A.ria or A riacoulIo,· nnd capital or ~1I'imlU,t 

is, at present, the largest and most populou~ ci ty in t~.c 1'1'\l\·illee. It ill 

situated in a spacious plain, surrounded 011 all :.idcs by lorty llIountaim. 

This plain, which is thirty miles in length and ahout jirtel'!1 ill hreadth, 

owes its fertili ty to the H el·irooo. whieh rUth th rough the centre of it, 

being highly cultimted, and covered with villages and gardens. The 

eity embraces an area of four square mile .. , :UI() i", encircled wi th a 

lofty wall and a wet ditch . The citadel t is in tile northern face, IUld 

is a small s(lunre c<t<lle, elevated on a IIJOlIIUI, flan l.ed with tower .. a t 

the I\ng l(>s, and huilt of lmrut brid. Tile city ha~ a gate in each face, 

aud two in that which fronb t ill. North ; ami fW IlI each gate a spaciou ... 

and weU~snJlplied /mzul' leads tip towllrds the centre of the town. The 

principal "Ireet, from the South gale to the cattlC-IlI" rl..et opl'o:.it(, the 

citadel, is co,'ered wilh a va.ulted roof. lIeml is adlllirably sUllpl i('d 

with water, almost every house having a founlai~J ind('Jlclldcnt of the 

public ones on either side uf the LaWl's. The residence IJf the Prince 

is, in appearance, u very mean bu.ilding; fl commOn galcway ;'" :lIl 

that 

• II< 1'(', in A!e 'l.andl'T" t;m~, stood the royal {lillaee IIr jlw P' incc« ur ./ri .. 

t A~ th" m~l .. ndent of the I>., .... iall ,,'nter, oJe.i;nalc the tcrritory "wuwl 1/, ",t, 

by the l18me of j f rri, it i~ ho t ill' llrubable, hut Ihal the tt'rm A',fIII(1 may he tI, 'lie" r,o", 

h CIlC"f'. 

~ Shdhrokb, the SOli 11(10.1 'lLe«"IJ~r of Timur, eln{ll,..ye,1 ~"vea tholl~~n,1 lDell in 

",bullllin; this cll~tl eJ wbich became the ,"-I of "i' Cfllpif(' . 
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that is seen of it; within which is a wretched boWIe, and in iu front 

an open squart', with the gallow'i in the centre. nle Jrf~gMd Jama, 

01" chief mosque, was once a noble edifice, enclosing an area of eight 

bundred square yards; but haring heen much neglected, .is now falling 

into decay. This fortunately, however, cannot be .!laid of the oth« 

buildings of Hernt; and no city. perhaps, in the Efl8t, bas so little 

ground unoccupied. It is computed to contain one hundred thousand 

inhabitants, of whom tcn thousand are Patnns; the remainder are 

Afghans, a few Jews, and six bundn-d Hindoos. The latter are here 

Ilighly respected, and alone POSl;CSS capital or credit. The government 

is not insensible of their value j and, in consellueDCC of their great 

commercial concerns, tbe Hindoos enjoy a distinguished influence. 

Bernt, from its extensive tTllde, has obtained the ap~llation of lnmdw .. 

or port. It is the emporium of the comlDt!rce carried OIl betwtelJ 

CaLul, Kashmerf', Bof'lrlmra, Himloslall, and Pt'I'lIia. From the former 

they receive shawls, indigo, sugar, chintz, musliD, leather, and Tartary 

skins, which they export to bfellhul, Yew, Kerman, 16JHlhall, aDd 

'l'ehraulI, receiving in return chiefly dollars, tea, china.ware, broe.d­

cloth, copper, pepper, and sugar-candy; dates aDd shawls from 

Kennan, aod curpets from Ghacn. The staple commod~ties of l-ferat 

~Ire silk, saflroo, lind a~af(£lida, wllicb are exported to Himlostall. 

The gardens arc full of mUlherry-trees, cultivated soldy for the sake of 

the silk-worm j and Ihe plains and hills near the city, particularly those 

to 



THE PER SIAN EMl'IRE. 183 

to the westward, produce asafretiila. Tilc lJ ilulOOli and nallul1clics are 

fond of this plant, which tbey eat by l'Oastiug the stem in lil(: a. ... hcs. aud 

stewing the I)(~a.cls of it like othcr grecns. TIle winters at IIer(ft arc. 

at times, extremely severe, and the cold of len proves lUost hurtful to 

tbe crops: but nothing can e.,c~d the fertility of the plain , the produce 

.of which is i9J.DlenSe, as well ill wheat :Uld barley il li in every kiod of 

fruit known in Per8ia. The pistachio- tree grows wild in the hills, aDd 

the pine is common in tbe plaills. eatdt, arc small, and far from 

plentiful ; tlUt the broad-tailed bhet'p are auundullt, and fuel , though 

brought from a dis tance, not dear. The N'\'enue of this city is elltimateil 

at fOllr Iscs aad a hllif of mpus; and is raised by a tax lel'jcd on the 

CUt'(WaJl8e1'(l3 , shops, gardens, a.mI a duty on exports and imports. 

The gt)'Vcornment is in the hands of princt: Hadjy Firoo7.!', son of tllC 

late Ahmed Shah, King of Cob.l, wbo pays a tribute to his Per ... ian 

Majesty of fifty thoutlaod ~ a year. H tl'al is in Latitude 34° 12' 

N., Longitude (;30 14' E.· 

That part of K lwrassan, which extends from thc Latitude of 3Z" 

30' to 346 40' N., aud from the fifty-sixth to the sixty-socond degree of 

East Longitude, comprehends the followiug tOWlJS alit! dl~t.jcts : 

Pusfoing, Zu%an, 7urahi3h, 1urbut . J am, Ku/ti/ilult, Ni.~/llIpour, 

.and Sarukha. Ptt8l1ing is a coD!tideralJle tOWIi. a little to the 

nonh 'Of H erat, built 00 the bank:> of the J'ieriroud, and cde-

l.wated 
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Lrated far the beauty of the cypress-trees which 'grow in its vicinity. 

2u::;all, the ancient Susu, now an illcolI ~iJcrablc place, is said to be 

the same distance frolll PU,~/liflg as the latter is (rom Heral, The city 

null {li~tl'ict of Tltrshis/t is sj:(ty~lhrcc fursulIgs 'V. N. W. f)f liend, 

anti WitS takC'n poss{'ssion of lJy the troops of his Persian majesty two 

years ago. The old city, called Suilmwilf1d, is small; but to this a 

new Dill' has beell added, where the govcl"I1or and his principal officers 

reside. They both together cuntain allout twenty thousand people, 

aUlong<>t whidl arc a )1II0<.l1'<'(] Hiudoa families. The trade of this 

place i1l'i ... cs principally li'pm the imporlatjull of indigo, and other 

flrugs, frum the westward ; wool and cloths, and rice, froUl licrul; 

:lIld the chief ("xptwt is iron, wrought io thick plntes.- Tile trieing 

rJuantity of European goods TC(Juired is brought from }Jla-.:allderaun. , , 
nct~'ecn this city and tile l1eral 1h(" country is ill gcneral mountainous, 

wild, and uncuJlimtcd. 'l'I1'Sllislt i<; Jujd down in the Mal' from tllrl>e 

routes: one from JIeral, another from 'J'ar/Jllt, and the third from 

Ni~·I/ffllQltr. 

'Jar/JIll, eight ffo'sImgs from TItTSltish, is a city with a population 

of about eighteen thousand souls, defended with a "ery strong wall, and 

ftanked with towers. PrQl'isio ns arc plentiful and chellp. It has two . . 
bundred alld twenty d("p{'l~dallt "illages, and is possessed by I sa Khan, 

a powerful chief, who can hring jllto the field an anny of tcn thou­

sand men. A large trilct of country, Iyiug to the N. 'V. of lIerat, 

Forster. 
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has from its great ~ •• ".n been denominated KoM.fiu1I, or the moul). 

tainous rcgion. It i. Mid to contain a numuer of village~ , and III 

produce abundance of fruit, silk. saffron, and as'IaftCtida. The inh.\­

bitants, in eOIl!>tant fear of ueing attacl.ed, lIe,'cr go unarmcd. Thl') 

even cultivate their gardens with thcir swords by their .. idcs; nDII t1iffcf 

from the other nati,·cs of Khorassan by the dllllncs!> of their com~ 

plexions, The principal tOWII iu Ku/ti,llau lie'l betwccn N ,jllolll,[lIn 

and Fel'rah. The district of Jam. is very cX!('llsi\'c, bcillg (or'y f il l'-

8Ungs in length, and :.ituated in the road from fINal to JTfesl,pd, 

Nislwpoar, at IIn(' time the gr('atc~t and rk-hest (:it)' of A-J;unts­

san, is seated in a plain, formerly irrigated hy abont twche thousand 

aequedncts, m?~t of which llavc bCCh s ulft.'fed tn r,11I to decay, .1I\d 

nrc now (lcstitute of water. Thi s Lity \\ as loulltkd Ity 'l'.lilllllfll'l, 

and destroyed by Alexlllld('r the Great. It W.lS after the lap!>c of 1O.l1l)' 

year!>, rcbnilt by Sapor the First; ami the :.tatuc of that pliuce W . I - tu 

be seen at ]tljshapou1', until iL W'l'l overturned, and bloken in pi{'cc" II, 

the Arabs. Nlshapollr was olle of the four royal cities of A./lflrm,wlI , 

and ru. well as lIferv Slm" JelUOI, the capital of thc~)( IJ llll.i:1II l)Jiil" !'~' 

It was taken, in the live hundred and forty-cight~1 ycal' of the lJf,Ji;:, 

by the Tartan:, and so completely ruined by tlIQ .. e hJ.rlJdI iam, that 

when the inhabit:u,ls returned, after the retreat of tllcir cnemil''', th('y 

could not distinguish the loitU,ltion of their own 11OIlSC~. 11:llani, tll(' 

Persian poet, who Aourished at this period, ha!> de!>clihcd the ).II1I('Ut· 

able condition to which this unhappy Lity ' ~a!> reduccd in thc most 

• l· atfcclillJ; 
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nffcctiog manner. NjtsltoJlour having once Dl~gained its former 

jl;plendour, was a second time tilkCIl and pillaged by tlH' Tartars , under 

Jungccz Khan, and the present inhabitants do not cxc<'t'd the number 

of fifteen thousand. TII(~y only occup)' a single quarter of the city, the 

ruins of which, according to the information that I received fl'om a 

person who visited /llishol'olfY in 1808, are nearly ten fu)'sllugs in 

circumference. The cil)' is, at prescnt, subject to tbe dominion 

of the King of Persia, and has nine districts depeodcllt on it, each 

of which Las aLout ten walled ,·illages. The most delicious fruits are 

)1(>fC to be found in tlle ntmost abundancl", lVi.,hopolir was laid down 

by two good routes; one from Heral, and the other from Bistan. 

Sarl/klls, the :mcient Sm'igo, tllirty-cight fursltllgs from }t[eshed, 

nlHI twcnly-four from Alen'. j~ now inhabitcd by six thousand famiJ.ies 

of Turkomun~; and ('/",lOl"a/I. is a large city, tweh'e flll"MlIlgS frollt 

Alcs"ed. 

Thl' oilly city which Captain Christie passed, in his route from 

IINal to I e:::d, wa ~ TalJIIs, the uncirnt 7'ahienlle, situutco amidst a 

Tauge of hills, three hUllllrcd and thirty-seven miles from the former, 

llnd one lHlIld,wl and fifty from the lutter. It contains a population of 

about twenty thousand souls, and carries au a trifting trade with 

JI(,l"IIt ,lIld Ji'zA. 
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B ULKII. 

TnE province of Bltlklt, the ancient B(l(lriu, nnd formC'rly in· 

eluded in Kh"rassall, is bounded on tI.1' N . .E. by the OlltS, R by 

Koondoo%, W. by Klwrtlssull, and S. 'V. by the mouutains of 11wzura 

and the independant state of Jlf,vJnltllo. To thc S. E. the country if; 

cold and mountainous ; but fhe N. W. parts of it are fiat, ~andy, and 

exceedingly bot in the SUllllllCl.. Jt i~ tolerably W('1\ peopled by U~bl:cks, 

Afghans, apd Tanjets., who partly dwell in "illages, aud partly roam 

with their ilocks in pursuit of pasturage. The U~bech arc simple. 

honest, and humane; but lhe TanjC'ls arc a corrul't and dissolute 

race of men, addicted to the most unmdurnl t';c<'s. 

Bulk", the capital of thi s. pro,·jnec. ~ituated on the river Delw:.[, 

i~ one of thc most famon .. cities of the Eu~l, It i" the B(lclm of !lIe 

Greeh; and}Vas founded, agreeably to oriental tr,uJitiolJ. hy 1'1Ii IIJllra'. 

one of thc first kin~ of Peni(l, who made it the scat of eml'ire, Here 

it was tllat Artaxerxes Babegan \Va" crowlled: :Hld here it W1h that II" 

convened the celebrated llIC'ctillg of the ]I[og;, which restored II) the 

Persians the religion of Zoroaster, that t,ad been alUlo~t cutilely 

D h 2 ~upl'rc,~e(1 
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l'iupprcsscd by bis immediate prcfleccssors. It stands on a level ground, 

about ("che mile;; from the mountains, and was, in the dflYS of Nush­

inno, olle of the l:trgcst. most populous, and moM magnificent cities, 

U1Hkr Ihc ,Iomiuion 01 lhe great king The bouses were built of blick 

Rml slol1<', \\hilc th C' castle and palace consisted almost wholly of 

mathie, hrollght from the adjoining mountains, This fine town was 

tolL,eD hy Jung<'cz Khan , in the yea r l ZZl; and all its inhabitants 

w('rc conducted witilOll ! the walls, where they Wf"re inhumanly mas. 

sacred. It \\ as also ta)..C!l II)' Timnr, in 1369, whose &uccessors kept 

possession of it, until they were, in their turn, drin'o out by the 

Ut-Iwd,F;; and it has, since tllnt time, contiou('d to be an object of 

wntt'otion and amhition betw(,(,11 til(' nf'igllllflUling pOwers of Persia, 

'li frlar!/. anl1 C([hut. 1t is said to be stHl as large as D elhi ; bl,I.1: 

tht' greater p.lrt of the houses arc uninbabited, and the population is 

said tu be lrducnl to bch\'eC'n "ix and scven thousand men, subject to 

tile King of Ca/JIII. The vicinilyof the town is well cultivated, and 

COrD and provisions are to be procured in abuodance. 
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SEISTAN. 

THn pro'Vinceof Seistan. formerl ) calle.u Jl.Yil1U·o.~e,· anll COh1IWC­

bending part of Ar'l'i(l1l/l and the country of the Sarangu.:aJJ~,t iii 

bounded on the N. and N. 'V. by KlWrll~S(lll, E. by Gmd,dutr aud 

Zahlestull,! and S. and S. 'V. by lIIcd. I'I/It nnd KermaJl. The 

greater parl of this province is flat, sandy, and uniuhabilCU. A wind 

blowil for one hundretl and twenty day)', during the llot IlhHltll';, with 

such l'iolellce, as to m'cn9"helm with cloud!> of saml hou~c'S, gardcn~f 

and (i.elus. Although now rcdueed to a deplorable comlitioll, St'i~l(m 

once rivalled in prosperity the most flourishing provinces of the CUlI,ire.. 

II 

• Ancio;>nt Il'lld'lion r("porh, thai this prfllincc \VQS oncl' l'nl;l1':Y 1111(\1'1' wall'r; but 

Jallving been drained, in the ~ hort 8pa~1' of Iodlr R d~)', I,y .I.p. a ,m; . it I.enee !'Ca., I'd 110. 

namt' of NimTOst. 

t The S~ra~an8 compo!t'll part of the army of XlrXI'~. TIIl'y wt're t1rc~'!Cd III 

.pleruli.d .nd varied·coiour<:'d hahi .... , an" nrmet! w,th I>O\\ h nnd ,."t·hll~. '1 ht'J "ere Iht! 

Zuergetll!(! of tbe Gt'C()b: a Ijlle beStow«l on tllcm 1'1 C) ru <, jll ~r"tjt·,!c for th ... rdid 

which tiHly alfor<led Mm, on hi" rt'tUTn from nn un~uccC!3qrul cXl'l'tI.!,,," mto ~,!/tlllD.. 

t Ferdon,i, in m,any paSllage.., n,entjon~ tbat hi~ 1.:crO(!< gil r, om $<1,/(11110 ZIlb{c,fmt, 
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It was the country of JUlllsheed and RustOOl, the llcrocs of the SllOh 

]t..-rama; and of Jacob Ben Lcth, the conqueror of the Caliph of Bag­

dad. The noMe riH' r lleer1llund (the ancient Eiymonder). which is 

lIa\'igaLle for lwah from lJosi- to Z arallg. flows through the centre 

of it, frolll tJle mountains of Illtz(frll, beyond COblll, to the lake of 

Zen'dl. This lake is "'lid to be thirty fl'rf>7tllgS in length and six ill 

breadth. It is principally formed by thc waters ofthe Til-ers rIee1'mund 

aud Ferrah, and in the dry season resembles more a marsh than a lake, 

being cm'cred with rushes und reeds. III thc middle thc \vater is fresh; 

but hrackisll toward ... the sl~ore, as the sandy IJiains ",llidl surround it 

nrc illl(lr('gnafcd with salt. The lake is full of fish and wild fowl; and 

in its ('('nlre there is lL fortified town, called KOQ/;/lOzcj'd, built on a 

high i:.land, whcrc tile tn'Olsu)'c of the llrineipa\ families of Srutan 

1I1,ell to be i1epo1,ited, whell the prorillcc wa~ invaded, A Hindoo .. 

whom !\If. Pouing<'r Illct lit AToosll~:'I, illftJI'DlCtl him, that he had 

"i ~ ilt't! it tOWIl, naml,tllv~(lssm'flhfld, on the borders of this lake, which 

i ... tlcscrihed lb hciug four days' journey for a loatletl camel, 'Vest of 

tlte city of Doos/IlI!", the present capital of tIle province, 

Cltptain CIIl'istie, ill Ihe :-.prillg of 1810, passed through the heart 

of Sei~tll'lI, ill his l'Oul(' frOItl K elul, in B U/Olldli::;lulI, to lle1'llt; and 

from this gentleman'S rcport to General Malcolm, it "Plical'S that from 

Jt,'oosft.k!J to the haul. s of Ihe .fIcermIlIlJ, the country through "bieb he 

tr:l\'clJt-tI W<lS littlc beticr th~n <I tIesert, iutcrscctcd with sand· hills, 

H, • 

• The ancienl Abbrslc iB said 10 Joe r..,UI'\ccll (lay.' jourucy Irom GitrlfC, 
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He, however, at no time, tral'clled furtller than twenty-fire miles 

witbout meeting with water. He did not see a singk town, or c,'cn a 

"iIlage, in the way; and the ollly inhauitants of this solitary wild 

were a few Balouehe and Patan sbephertls, who Jived in tents pitched 

in the vicinity of the springs. He reached the IIf'crmu"d in Latitude 

3{)O 24' N. and Longitude 64" 16' E., and followed the uanks of t1l11t 

river for about serenty ai' eighty miles. It flows through a vaUey~ 

varying in breadth frottl onc to two miles, die desert, 011 either side, 

rising in perpendicular cljffs. TJli;, vaUey h irrigated by the waters 

of the river, and covered with vCI'dure and bl'll~hwoOf1. Captain Chris­

tie, in his journey turougb the ,'alley, saw an a"tonishiug number of 

ruined towns, "illages, and fort '.. : <.tlld at one of th('sl', A-ufClUlPui, a 

noble palace in a tolerable "late of presermtion, The remains of n 

city, named Pooll,;ce, he de"cribes as immcll>.(,. Here the Ifccrmuud is 

four hundred yards wide, very decp. die wllter T{·mark:lbly fine, and 

the banks cultivated for half a mile all each side. 011 the 9th of Apr.il 

be arr.i"cd at DOQshuk,· the present capital, l1ud the n .. ~idellce of the 

prince of SeistU71. io Latitude 310 S' N., Longitude GJ(/ 10' K. about 

eight or nine miles from the river. The moder:n city is slllall nntl 

compact, bu.t the ruios cover a vast extcnt of gl'OlllUl. It is populons, 

has tI. good bazu.,., aod the inhabitants. who drcsf,cd ill the Persian 

manner, had a more civilized appearance th;m the other natiw's of 

Sd!ltulI, 

• I'rom iHm-=e to Kermllll ia twenty days' j ournry ;01' a ),,,r;;cman, nnd the .tllnlt 

~i.stance to Yt~d', by a place named G/ram, ccl .... bJ'llled fOl' II mBnur<ldurc of cnrpd~. 



GEOORAPuICAL MEMOIR OF 

Sl'istan~ who arc eithcr Patau or Balouclle shcpherds, who Iivo .. 

walldering life, and pitch their lent<; amidst the ruins of ancient palacc! . . 
The eountt y in the \ icillity of J)oo,\lw!c is opell, well cultintted, aod 

prod aces \\'lleat anti lklriey in sufficient quantitics to be' exported to 

Ifel'td: till' !,:I,II/mge is ulso good alld uhuDdant. The rcvenues of 
~., 

B.lhriiiD Khan Kyance, who stilcs himself Chief of Seisltm, amount 

to no morc thao eighty tholl~and rupees, and he can bring into tbe 

~1tl aoout three thousand mcn. Thc ~ituation and defocriptioD of 

Dooylwk led me to SlIspcct that it can be no othcr than Zarong,. the 

oM !lallle hal iug I;('('u lost in the constant I'cI·olutions to which this 

llllltappy I'l'uI'incc has Leen suhjcct fur more than a century, and 

to II hich its IJrcscllt desulatcd fotate may, in a great mClllJure, be attri.~ 

hllted, 

Dchl'ccn this city amI Fermlt, Captain C'tri.,tie fou/ld the country 

in f,~nc l'lll dc!.ert, except in the immediate neil-{hlJOurhornl of the towns 

ll1UJ 'illagc<; IhlOugh which hc pa<;<;cd, Twenty.6vc lIliles north of 

DI1O"Tut!': he cnme to the )'uins of another "cry largc city, named 

Pr,l/wWflrOOIl; and a Jew miles beyond that to the remains of a second, 

Called J(J(ICII, Here i ~ a small modcrn fort and all inhabited village, 

standing in a fertile valley, which belongs to II. Pat.1.D chie(, who resides 

witllin twenty miles of it, aDd who, with only four hundl'l:d horse, keeps 

tbe 

7.amng, Ih" Zuran;tJ of 1"ol('!llY, i5l'Cpr(!';(!ntro 11.. having been n popu.lous city. 

in p I'lc,,;.ant ~,tuulil)u on the bunkfl of the llc<nllulld. It w:u the cuotomary J'eIlidence or 

Jacob nell Lelb, pnd IItood a loog IlIcge agninsl Tilllur, "y wbom it IVtlS tit lut taken. 
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the ndjoining country in awe. From DQf).vlwk to F,.rml, is !>ixty·6,'e 

miles; the first twcnty-fivc of wIlich is dc~fitutc of f~ragc and wutcr. 

Ferra/. is the Pal'mlt ll1CIl\iODCd in ancicnt gcogrnplly, cllpltal or the 

Partlliall province of AmdJoll, and, at that time, a placc or gu.'at 

,;;plcndour and extent. Fernd, wa!> ,'isited by Captain Cliristie, who 

describes it as a very Inrge walled town, ~ihllltcd in a.lcrtilc ",llll'Y, 011 

a ri\'{~r which flows into thc I.lke uf Z C)'I'cll , and lIearly half-way 

betwccn Kalldalwr and lierlll. 

Seislan I!>, at preseJ}t, divided into a number of slllall indepen<knl 

states, governed by chiefs, who Iirc in fOl'tifi C'd \ill:lge~, ,iluated 

principally on the banks of the lJ('rl'J1lUII(I. Ah~ut t('11 day,,' jOlll'l)(,Y 

from Duosnak, 00 tIle road to 1 ('uf, Jies Ihe dt) uf K III,/I('{,B, the chief 

of' which aeknow}('dgcs the nominal nutlJ()ril Y or n,:hralll h lIan Kynnl'e. 

For twu days' journey the road leads orn a range or mOllllfaill~; but, 

for the remaining part of the way, over a dc~ert plain. K IIMel's is 

situated in the midst of the desert, fifteen dilYs' march (rom her/nUl, 

and sixteen from :Y('"d. A person who had tran·lkd Ilie1>c routes 

informed Mr. Pottinger, thnt the whole of the iufcrllledilltt! "pace was 

lUI arid wa!>te inten.f"ctcd with one or two rallgf"S of Ill()untlli!)~, 

TIlerc is a path through thi~ dcsert, by wllich c;,.,·.\;'/~ ¥I carl gu from 

Ke/'man to Herat in cightccil days ; but tile I'i ~k or Jl eri ~hillg is ~o 

great, that a pcr~on of that description demanded two hundred I'lIjI('{'$, 

to carry a letter from Mr, Pottinger to Captain ('Ilristit,. 

, c 

Couricni. 
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KERMAN. 

TilE province of Kermml, tile ancient GlramulIia, is bounded 011 

the E. by Sci!fia1t and lIfeknm; N. Ly Seistrl1t and K1IOruss(l1l i Vl. by 

Furs, Lar, aud 1rak ; and on the S. I.y 11£1'1(1'(1'11 and the Prr.yifm Glflf. 

There appeal's to be no ri \·cl' worthy of Tcm;trk in this 11I"ovince; and 

it abound~ in deserts, tile natural consclllll'IlCC of a .. carcity of water. 

The diulate is Val iniAc, hcing in bOllle pal'ts ('xtl'cmt'iy coM ami in 

olhl'fS cCjuaJly hot. It ll\lpCars frolll Caillain Granl's rCjJOrt, that the 

large di~ll'ict of lJllrkil/([, in tile south of A'rnrum, i ~ entirely moun· 

tainou'S. Between Cape .fm·k and the flll't of CoM"fr,!l, "ituatcd in 

tit' 20 E. Longit ud(', tilcsc mountains approach the edge of the sea; 

but at Cultlstry they suJdcllly retire behind lIfilfUiJ, and do not again 

admnce to the south until beyund 11ltuder AMms, These arc generally 

called the Mountains of the Sih"cr-n.incs. Betw('{'n Jr/llk and SPree/'; 

the country contuinPd mallY ,·iIIages and culti,·atcd pbins, Pallll 

"lantiltions were ublllll.lilllt, .lIul the producc of wheat hat! heen oon-

6iucrllbie. The w('lIs, however, though Ilumerous, do not supply 

I!lUCIa water: it is often brackisb, and fonagc is olily plentiful towards 

tlie 


