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the sea-shore. Between Sereek and Minuh there is no scarcity of
cither forage or water; and the coast road, from the latter to Bunder
Abbas, has a number of villages, and a good supply of water.
Licutenant Pottinger, of the Bombay Istablishment, quitted
Nooshky, in Northern Melkran, on the 25th March 1810; and after
a most fatiguing and hazardous journey, arrived at Regan, in Nurman-
sheer, the frontier district of Kerman to the E., on the 23d of April.
He quitted Regan on the 28th of the same month, and travelled
twenty-nine miles, through a thick jungle, to a small fort, named
Boorja. From hence he procceded to the fort of Nwheemahad ; and
from this place travelled sixteen miles, thiough a fertile and well-
cultivated country, to Jwnalle, another fort, From Jumalle he
travelled forty-four miles to the city of Bumm, for the greater part of
the journey over a bare plain, without water or vegetation. The
district of Nurmansheer, according to Mr. Pottinger, is in length about
ninety miles, and in breadth from thirty to eighty. It is bounded on
the N. and S. by a range of mountains: those to the S. being much
higher, and covered with snow during the greater part of the year.
The soil is fertile, the district populous and well watered by streams
from the mountains, and the climate hot in the .pl‘.;in, bat cold in the
mountains. The Afghans were expelled from this district, about cight
years ago, by the Persians, who invited different tribes of Balouches
to occupy the deserted villages. Regan is a ncat little town, sur-
rounded by a mud wall, within which the cattle of the inhabitants are

cc?2 driven
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driven every night for protection. The fort is quadrangular, the walls
high and in good repair, and flanked with bastions : and there is but
one gate, over which a guard is constantly kept, to prevent the en-
trance of strangers; for it is necessary to take every precaution against
the Balouches of Bunpore and Surhud, who make predatory incur-
sions into Nurmansheer. Krook, the capital of Nurmansheer, and
residence of Rusheed Khan, the governor, is built in the same stile
as Regan, but larger, and surrounded by a deep ditch.

The city of Bumm was, until the expulsion of the Afghans,
considered as the fronticr town of Persic in this quarter. It is
strongly fortified by a high mud wall, lanked with towers, surrounded
by a broad and decp dry ditch, has but one gate, and a bazer tolerably
supplied with dates, milk, and fruit. The city, of late years, has
guained much celebrity, as the last refuge of the brave, but unfortunate
Lutf Ali Khan, the last of the royal family of Zund, and the unsuc-
cessful rival of Aga Mahomed Khan. The spot on which he was
scized, whilst in the act of meunting his horse, is marked by a
pyramid, formed, by the order of his crucl conqucror, of the skulls
of the most faithful of his adherents. The ruins of Bunun testify
that it was formerly of much greater extent than it is at present. The
fountains are said to have thrown water to an amazing height, and
the gardens, which appear to have been walled in, and adorned with
elegant summer-housces, produce the most delicious pomegranates,

Mr.
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Mr. Pottinger took his departure from DBuwmm on the 29th of
April, and travelled forty-four miles, to a village named Subzistan,
The road was good ;

eight miles S.E, by E. of the town of Zehroot.
On the 30th he

but the last twenty-eight miles afforded no water.
marched twelve miles over a bare plain, seven across the bed of a river
nearly dry, and ten across a plain destitute of water ; making, in all,

He halted at the foot of a lofty range of moun-

twenty-nine miles,
On the

tains, twenty-two miles E. by S. of a town named Rayun.
1st of May he continued his journcy for twenty-cight miles, through

a desolate and barren country. The mountains were close to the road

on each side, and at the sixteenth mile he found water. On the 2d

of May he marched from five in the morning until nine at night, a
distance of thirty-one miles, and halted four miles beyond a town,

named Mahim, This is a very pretty little town, and like Zelkroot

and Rayun, surrounded by numerous gardens, 1t is situated twenty-

four miles E. by S. 1 S. of KAerman, and is the place where the catile
yo. 3 ’ |

belonging to the governor of the provinee is usually kept.  On the 3d

of May he reached the city of Kerman, after w march of twenty

miles, over a plain encircled by mountains, and interspersed with
villages and gardens, *

Kerman, br as it is sometimes called, Serjan (the ancient Cor-
mana), cqualled at onc period the proudest citics of the empire, and

its situation, in the direct road from the northern provinces ol Persin

and Bockhara to Gomberoon, then the great cmporium of the Indian
trade,
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trade, contributed to the increase of its opulence and prosperity. It
has experienced, however, the reverses of fortunc: been cxposed
to destructive wars, domestic and foreign, and repeatedly plundercd
by an exasperated and licentious army. Though reduced to the
utmost distress, it was defended, with the most heroic courage,
for several months, in 1794, by Tutf Ali Khan, until it was betrayed
into the hands of his rival, Aga Mahomed Khan, by Nujuf Kooly
Khan, one of his treacherous adherents. The city was abandoned
for nearly three months to the rapacity of the soldiers, the walls and
public buildings were levelled with the ground, vast numbers of the
inhabitants were put to death, and thirty thousand of them were exiled
into the distant provinces of the empire. Kerman has not yet, and it is
probable never will recover from the effeets of this dreadful calamity,
The present fortifications enclose but a small portion of the ancient city, t
which is quite deserted, and ina most ruinons condition. It is situated
on the western side of an extensive plain, so close to the mountaius, as
to be completely commanded by two of them. The walls are high and
built of mud, with ninetecn or twenty positions in cach face, and a dry
ditch, twenty yards wide and ten deep.  There are four gates, and the
Ark, or citadel, where the governor resides, is on the South side of
the fort.  The population is now not more than twenty thousand souls,
of which a small proportiva are Guebres ; there are also Armenians,
Jews, and Hindoos in the place. The trade of Kerman is still very

considerable, and it is cclebrated for its manufactures of shawls,

matchlocks,
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matchlocks, and carpets, which they chicfly export to Khorassun and
the northern provinces, receiving in return drugs, shiny (from Bock-
hara), furs, silk, steel, and copper. These articles, as well as pis-
tachio-nuts, carpets, rose-buds for preserves, and bullion, they send
to Iudio ; and import from hence tin, lead, ion, chintz, wrought
silk, spices, indigo, muslin, Lheemkhol, gold brocade, china and
glass-ware, broad-cloth, hardwarc, &c. The buzar is well supplied
with articles of every description, and in one part neatly arched with
a fine bluc stone, procured in the adjoining mountains, Therc me
nine earavanseras within the walls, and numbers of inferior ones, both
within and without.

In determining the position of Kerman, 1 have adopted the
Latitude of 29°30 N., as given in the tables of Nascr-a-deen and
Ulegbeg. The Longitude has been fixed from the journals of Mr.
Pottinger, M. Robio, and several other cross routes by natives.

Mr. Pottinger quitted Kerman on the 25th of May, and on the
5th of June reached Shirauz, the distance Letween these two cities
being estimated by him at three hundred and ninety miics.  For the
first one hundred miles of this route he found the countiy to consist
of level, and, in general, uncultivated tracts. It :;ftcl‘wm'tla became
more diversified with mountains, which running in short ranges,
separate the plains from each other. They are seldom moie than six
or seven miles broad, but often of a considerable length. There are
two or three populous villages on the road; and the town, called

Shehr
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Shehr Babic, or Babics city, has already bcen mentioned, as lying
equally distant from Kerman, Yexd, and Shiraux.

Monsiear Robio, a French gentleman, travelled in 1809 from
Yedn to Kerman, a distance of scventy-three leagues, through a flat
and desert country, intersccted by mountains, which afford a trifling
quantity of brackish water to the inhabitants of a few straggling
villages, who cultivate a small quantity of dry grain, in the immediate
ncighbourhood of their habitations. I have also in my possession the
journal of a native, who lately travelled from Kerman to DBunder
Abbas, or Gomberoon, a distance, according to his estimation, of
one hundred and seventy-seven jfursungs. TFor the first fifty-seven
Jursungs he describes the soil as sandy, watered by canals, and better
peopled and cultivated than the other parts of Aerman. At a place
called Dum Tunghe it was nccessary to ascend a stecp pass, and frum\
hence the country became rugged and mountainous, affording good
pasturage, and partially cultivated. He crossed two rivers in his
route: one at a caravansera, onc hundred and eighteen fursungs
from Kerman; and the other at a large town, named Sullanabad,
fifteen fursungs further in advance. This town is situated at the foot
of a pass on the banks of a fine river, and surrounded with gardens
and cultivated lands. A tree grows in the vicinity, which produces a
froit, resembling m flavour the quince, but in appearance the coffee-
berry.  Ata place called Bagh Gulnar, thirty-cight fursungs from
DBunder Abbas, he cotered the Gurmaseer, or warm climate ; and the

road
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road continued, for.the remainder of the journey, through a sandy
plain, impregnated with salt.

The town of Bunder Abbas, or Gomberoon (the ancient Hur-
mozia), is situated in a barren country, in a bay of the Gulf of
Ormuz. It is sabject to the Tmam of Muskal, and fortified with
double walls. This was, at one time, the first sea-port in Persia, and
is still a place of considerable trade. The customs amount to twenty
thousand rupees a year; for which, and the tribute of Minal, the
Imam accounts to the king of Persie. Longitude 56 12 E. Latitude
27° 18'N. The fort of Minab is situated partly on a hill, and is
divided into the upper, centre, and lower forts. The town is large,
and the houses built in a much more commodious manner than any
Captain Grant had met with during his journey. Close to the fort a
small river breaks through the hills, and forms a pass from the cast-
ward. This river, together with the canals made to diffuse its waters,
serve as ditches to the fort. The country for forty-five miles round
Minal is covered with villages, abounds in dates, and supplics all the
neighbouring country with grain. Forage is so plentiful, that the
cattle of the adjoining districts arc sent in great nwubers to feed there

during the hot season. *

Captain Grant’s Journal.

nd
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MEKRAN.

Mrxray (the ancient Gedrosia) extends along the Indian Ocean,
from Cape Jusk to the borders of Seind, which bounds it on the East :
ow the West and N. W, it has Kerman; and on the North, Seistan
and Arokaje.  Alexander the Great, after his conquests in Iadia,
returped through this province; and the sufferings of his army, from
want of water and provisions, gives us a most disadvantageous idea
of the country, which has been represented as unfertile and full of
deserts.  The people who lived upon the coast had the name of
Iehthyophagi, or feeders on fish ; the skins of the largest serving them
as cloathing, whilst the 1ibs contributed towards the construction of
their habitations.®* A long range of mountains, running from West
to East, separates the northern from the southern parts of Mekran.
The northern division is at present known by the name of Balouchistan;
and to the East is a small independent state, called Lus. My unfor-
tanate fricnd, Captain Grant, traversed the western part of this

country,
¢ Arrian says (hat the fishcrmen on the coast of Gedrosiu lived in small huts, whose

walls were composed of sea-<hells piled upon each other, and the roofs of fish bones, the

back hones serving inotead of rafters.
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country, in 1809, from Guatlar to Cape Jusk, having procecded to
the northward as far as Bunpore. From the report of this excellent and
enterprising officer, it appears that the middle parts arc entirely moun-
tainous, diversified with valleys and plains, some of which arc exceed-
ingly fertile and others arid. The mountains run parallel with the
coast, seldom further distant than eight or ten miles; except at Cape
Jusk and Chobar, where they approach almost the edge of the sea.
The greatest elevation of this chain is at Swurfu, where the siresins
that rise on the South side flow towards the Indian Ocean, and thosc
which have their source on the North side to the Persian Gulf. The
level plain between the sea and the hills produces abundance of
pasturage. Here Captain Grant observed numcrons flocks of sheep
and camels; wand during the whole of his journey, only once
experienced a scarcity of water, for the short distance of forty miles
between Zeraween and Sereel. The crops of that part of Mekran
visited by this gentleman entirely depend upon the periodical rains,
which commence in November, and continue three or four months.
The produce is rice, dates, wheat, barley, joarce, and cotton. The
harvest of the dry grain is in the end of March or begiuning of April,
and that of rice in September. Captain Grant scldom, even in the
most unfrequented route of Mekran, made a march, without mecting
one or two flocks of goats and shecp, amounting to from one to two
hundred each. Inthe low country he frequently encountered droves of
two or three hundred camels, and saw individuals posscssed of a

npd?2 thousand
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{i;ousand head. Oxen arc used in agriculture, and the horses are
more remarkable for their hardiness than beauty. The towns and
villages, most of which are surrounded with a few palm-trees, seldom
experience any want of water, which is commonly supplied from wells,
and consist of miserable mud bhuts, defended by a mud fort.

The population of Mekran is formed of many different tribes and
independent chiefs, of which the Balouches are the most numerous :
2 middle sized race of men, spare, muscular, and active, and armed
with a matchlock, sword, shicld, and dagger. The common language
of the country is a corrupt Persian, mixed with Scindi, and the
generality of the Balouches are of the Soonee persuasion. Those
of the centre countiies reside mostly in towns: those of the lower
countries arc scattered over the plains, in hamlets of eight or ten
hats, built of the branches of the palm, and covered with mats; but
the Narrocs of Bunpore live in tents of black hair, and remove from
place to place, as their flocks or agriculture require their attention.
The women of Mekran are treated in a different light from those of
most other Mussulman countries, being allowed to appear indiscrimi-
nately in public. The Balouches take, in general, but one wife,
and their chiefs four: they are said to have great influence in the
disputes of their tribes. Mekran was under the dominion of Nasser
Khan, the chief of Kelat ; but since his death, which took place in
1795, the authority of his son has completely ceased, and of all the
conquests of his father, he now only retains possession of the fort of

K¢y,



THE PERSIAN EMPIRE. 205

Kej. The whale force of the country may amount to about twenty.
five thousand men, which, in the present state, it would be impossible
to collect or induce to act together,

In bis journey from Guallar to Jusk, Captain Grant fell in
with no less than eleven different rivers, or rather river beds; for he
represents the greatest part of them as being dry during the summer,
though in the rains they are formidable streams. He only mentions
the names of a few of these rivers; to deseribe which we sha!l com-
mence at Guatfer, and proceced West. Here two mallahs (as they
are stated in his feport) enter the sea, one coming fiom Surbaz and
the other from Champ. The Neam Khor, a salt river running through
Purcy, falls into the sea five or six miles West at Tiz. The Cajoo
river has its origin in the hills at Swuroo; and having united with o
small stream, which takes its name from the village of HHechkun, about
twelve miles below Gef, disembogues into the sea, between floasim
and Tank, thirty miles West of Chobar. The Bunpeor river runs
from East to West, and is lost in the sands, forty miles to the west-
ward of that city, after forming a junction with that which passes
through the fertile plain of Lushar. This river, when Captain Grani
saw it, in the month of February, was twenty yards in width and three
feet in depth. The Bunt river, and another which comes from the
hills, not far from Pelab, join at the village of Corandul, and full
into the sea by two mouths. Between Sudeick and Jusk are four small

rivers, all of which coming from the mouatains fall into the sca.

Chobar,
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Chobar, is situated on the East side of an extensive bay, consists
of three hundred mat huts and a mud fort. Good water is procured
from wells; and although the country is quite barren, it is the opinion
of Captain Grant, that after a plentiful year and one month’s prepara-
tion, a very large supply of grain and dates might be collected. Sheep
and camels are also to be procured. This port is now in the possession
of the Imawm of Muscat. Cuserund is situated in a fertile valley,
about twenty-one miles broad, with a river running through it. It
contains five hundred huts and a large mud fort. The cultivated part
is about cight miles in circumference, and water is abundantly supplied,
from twenty-five large springs on the North side up the valley. Wheat,
rice, and dates are produced in the greatest abundance ; and the town
belongs to an independent chief, whose revenue is about one thousand
rupees a year. Tiz (the Tiza of Plolemy) is now reduced to a miser-
able village of fifty or sixty huts. Tt lies in a valley, about half a mile
hroad and two miles long, surrounded with steep hills, except to the
South, where it is open to the sea. On the North side of the valley
some caves have been excavated on the side of the hill, about one
hundred fect above the base: they are about twelve feet in diameter,
and seemed to Captain Grant to have been Hindoo places of worship.
In one of them was an altar, on which a lamp had been burning,
with wmarks of an animal having beeun lately slain upon it.

Sereck, the residence of the chicef of Jusk, contains a large mud
fort aud six hundred huts, situated four miles from the sea and six

from
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from the hills. The country between Jask and this place contained
numerous plantations of palms, and abundance of wheat. Jask is
tributary to the Imam of Muscal, and pays two thousand five
hundred rupees a year. It lics two miles fiom the sca and ¢ight from
the hills, and the town consists of two hundred and fifty huts, defended
by a mud fort. The watcr is from wells, and mostly brackish ; but the
country, to some distance 10und, has been cultivated. Pureg (the
ancient Pura) once the capital of Gedrosia, and teriinatior of rthe
toilsome march of Alexander towurds the frontier of Caramania, is now
a miserable village.

About nine days’ journey, in a N. E. dircction from Gualler,
where Captain Grant commenced his march, lies the city of Kej, at
present the capital, or chief town, of all Mehran. The fort is built
on a high precipice, under which a river runs ; and the town suirounds
the fort, which is considercd by the natives, from its natural strength,
pearly impregnable; and being on the high road from Cundahar,
Kelat, Shikrapoor, Khozdar, Bayla, and to the sea-port towns of
Guatter and Chobur, is of considerable importance. The present
governor, or Nueh, of K¢j, is Abdullah Khan, of the Bezunja iribe
of B:xlouclle§. He holds the city and dis_.trict; under the nominal
authority of Mahmood Khan of Aeluf, to whom, however, he docs
not pay any tribute. The revenues of Ko/ are trifling, and the gover-

nor, who formerly supported four or five thousand men, has only a

small
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small number of Arabs in his pay. The country in the immediate
vicinity of it is described as heing a flat, arid dusht, or tract of waste
land, which cxtends to the southward as far as the sea coast, and in
some spots produces great quantities of dates. This fla{ is in some
places intersccted by ranges of hills and bare gmeky mountains, run-
ning North and South, but net advancing to the sea shore. From
Kej to Urboo, a small sea-poit, distant about seven days’ journey, in
aa E.S. E; L&lircutiun, the country is said to be destitute of vegetation
and good water ; but between the former and Chobar it is hilly, and,
comparatively spcaking, well inhabited.

Punjgoor, or Punger, is the name of a small and fertile district,
lying about ten days’ journcy N. N. E. from K¢/, It is eelebrated for
the quality and quantity of the dates it produces, and contains thirteen
well-populated villages, all of which are abundantly supplied with
water from the bed of the 1iver Burdoo, a few miles to the narthward
of them. Three of the villages are larger and more respectable than
the others, and the whole are now governed by an independent chief.
Punjgoor is fiftcen days’ journey from Kelat, by the route of Khoz-
dar, and the same distance from Nooshky by that of Kharan. ’,h"is
above the mountains scparating Southern Mekran from the Desert,
and, I should fancy, lies in the western continuation o.f that range,
which separates Lus from ?Western Mekran, Wushutee, or Meech, is
the general term applied to all that country lying to the westward,

and
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and on the parallel of Punjgoor, and forming the southern boundary
of the Sundy Desert. It is spoken of as a very mountainous tract,
producing in some of its villages grain, sufficient for the consumption
of the few wandering shepherds who inhabit them. Water is said
to be plenty in this country, except in the months of April, May,
and June, when it becomes scarce; dates are also produced, and
camels sheep and goats are procurable, but not in great numbers.
The people are rather a small dclicate race : their arms are a match-
lock, sword, and shield, and cach village has its own chicf, who
settles the disputes which arise among the inhabitants.

A native, sent by General Malcolm from Sonmeany to Chobar,
makes the distance between those places one hundred and ten Hin-
dostan cosses. For the first eighteen cosses, the coast was flat, sandy,
and arid, with patches of thick jungle, and villages at the end of each
stage. The country then became hilly, and at the end of six cosses he
slept at a village on the bauks of the river Zghor. For the next
nineteen cosses the country continued hilly at intervals, and water was
procured by the natives from wells dug in the sand. During a march
of seventeen cosses he passed through several small sea-port towns,
with well-water. A journey of ninctcen cosses, over a descrt country,
brought him to a town, containing seven hundred houses, principally
inhabited by Hindoos: and from hence to Chobar he passed through
a sandy plain, badly supplied with water, and here and there a
wretched village on the sea-shore.

Ee The
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The district of Lws, the country of the ancient Orite,® is
of a circular form, and bounded on three sides by an immense
range of mountains, scparating it from the western part of Mekran,
Dalouchistan, and Scind. The face of the country is flat and
sandy, and produces abundant crops of grain of every description.
There are two small rivers, the Pooralee and J¥Pudd. The former
(ancient Arabwes) rises in the mountains, near Bayla, and running
in a 8. E. direction, falls into the bay of Sonmeany, passing that
village, abont a mile to the N. W. of which it meets the tide. There
are lour passes through the mountains which encompass Lus: two
into Seind, one into J7 estern Mefkran, and onc into Balouchistan. The
town of Bayla, the capital of Lus, is built on the N. E. bank of the
nver Pooralee, containing fifteen hundred houses and six thounsand
mhabitants, of whom four hundred are Iindoos. The present Chief,
Jam Mceer Mahomed Khan, can bring four thousand irregular troops
into the ficld, and enjoys a revenue of fifty thousand rupees per annum,
The distance from Bayla to Kelat was reckoned by Mr. Pottinger at
two hundred and nincty-three miles, and the road extremecly difficult,
among passes and mountains, During this journcy he passed through
several towns and viilages, all governed by different petty chiefs, who
exercise an independent authority in their own districts, though they
are nominally the subjects of Mahomed Khan, Chicf of Kelat.

Sonmeany,

The Oritee, says Arrian, dwell near the banks of the river Arabius,
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Sonmeany, the principal sca-port in Lus, is small and mean. and was
destroyed in 1809 by the Jouassimees. It issituated on zn clevated bank,
at the mouth of the river Pooralee, which forms a bar aboat a mile
from the town, threc fathom deep at low water, and hoats can anchor
close to the shore. The inhabitants, with the exception of a fow
Hindoo merchams, live chiefly by fishing., Fresh water is procured
by digging in the sand ; and it is necessary that the well be tmediately
filled up, for if suffered to remain open the water hecosues salt.

Balouclustan, or the country of the Balouches, by some considered
as a provinee distinct from Alelran, properly commesres at Nooshinee
(the hilly road), twenty-fise wilcs N. K. of Beyle, or in Latitude 26°
35" N., from which place it exiends to Noo,l/vv, seveniy-nine miles
N. W. of Kelat, or in North Latitude 30"¢ Tt is « confused muase of
tremendous mountains, through which the road gencrally leads in
water-courses. Flochs of sheep and cattle are numerous in every part
of this country, and it also produces great quantities of wheat.  The
territories of Mahomed Khan, Chicl of Palerchistun, comprchend all
those countries lying between 20°30" and 30" N. Latitude, and from
65° to G9° E. Longitude. It is divided into the two mountainous
provinces of Jhalawen and Sarawan, the low .C()lll‘ltty of Cutch
Gandava to t];e E., and the provinees of Zvdree and dind Dol ;
and to these may also be added the smail disticts of Sheld and Jivs-
tung, lying North of Kelut,

nec2 Jhala an

The extent of this mountainous tract may be be computed o La (ud 61'50" to 09 N.
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Jhalawan is the most southern province of Balouchistan ; and its
boundaries are Sarawan on the North Lus ; and part of Scind, South;
Cutch Gandava, and part of Scind, East; and Kharan and Mekran,
Woest. Sarawan, which is the most northern province, is bounded
on the North by Candakar, South by Jhalawan and part of Mekran,
East by Zuhree and Cuich Gandava, and West by the desert Kharan.
Of these provinces very little can be said: they are one mass
of mountains, from Kolun FFat, on the frontiers of Lus, to the desert
which divides them from Canduhar ; the length of this stupendous range
being about three hundred and fifty miles, but varying in breadth at
different places. The mountains are chiefly composed of black or grey
stonc; but the vallies of 7Pudd, Khozdar, and Soherab seem capable
of being highly cultivated, though even in them the earth has by no
means a rich appearance, and is likewise mixed with innumerable peb-
bles: yet, in spite of these disadvantages, those plains produce in fa-
vorable seasons very plentiful crops of wheat, barley, joaree, &c.;
and in some of the lesser vallies, grass grows luxuriantly and
spontancously to a great height.  Jhalewan and Sarawan are
divided into districts, and each district into innumerable Fkheils,
or rocicties. Each kheil furnishes its quota of troops, according
to its size or the urgency of the service; but as the number of
inhabitants in a kheil are Jiable to either decrease or increase every
reason, this mode of calculating the forces of Mahomed Khan must be

very uncertain,

Cutch
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Culch Gandava is situated at the bottom of the mountains lying
S. E. of Kelat, and is about one hundred and fifty miles in length, and
forty or fifty in breadth, The soil is rich, black, and loamy, and they
cultivate every species of grain; as also cotton, indigo, madder, &c.
It rains in June, July, and August, and also a little in the spring
months. The swmoom, or pestilential wind, blows here during the
summer months, and many people lose their lives by it.  Great quan-
tities of grain are exported from Culch Ganduva to the sea-port- of
Curachee and Sonmeany, from whence it is shipped to Museat, the
coast of Mekran, &c. In unfavorable seasons they also frequently
carry it up into the mountainous country, Anund Dijel lies to the
northward of Cufeh Gandava. The climate is good and the soil
excellent: it produces abundance of every thing; and the Khan of
Kelat derives a large vevenue from it, considering the sizc of the
district, which is small. Sha/ and Mustung lie nearly due North of
Kelat. They are both smaller than «/nund Dijel, and are remarkable
for their fruits, which are very fine, and <old amazingly cheap. The
climate is warmer than that of Keluf: the soil is more sandy, but the
grain and other products are the same. Zufhree, though it is eutirely
under the Khan of Keluf, pays very little to him, as its revenues are
enjoyed by Zadir Buksh, of the Zulree tribe of Balouches. The
chief town is Zuhree, which contains from one to two thousand

houses. Duadur is the sccond town, and js pearly as large: beside

which
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which there are many populous villages; and, on the whole, this is
spoken of as the most civilized part of Bulouchislan.

Kelut, the capital of DBalouchistun, and the residence of Muho-
med Khan, is surrounded by a low mud wall, and contains four
thousand houses.  The inhabitants are estimated by Mr. Pottinger ut
seven thousand, of which five huudred, or perhaps more, are Hindoos,
to whom every cncouragement is given. The palace of the Khan is
built on a very high hill, on the western side of the town, commanding
a complete view of the whole place and neighbouring country, and con-
sidered by the natives as impregnable.  The buzar of Kelal is well sup-
plied ; and the town has the appearance of opulence, as it is frequented
by merchants, and cnjoys a considerable trade. Latitude 29° 6'N.,
Longitude 67° 57" 1. At the death of Nasser Khan, the father of
the present Khan, the extent of the dominions of the chief of Kelaf
was much more considerable than they now are; but internal dissen-
tions, and the weak policy of Mahomed, have considerably reduced them.

Captain Christie and Mr. Pottinger quitted Aelal on the Gth of
March ; the former intending to pencirate through Seislan to Lerat,
and the latter to Shiraus by Kerman. After a journey of seventy-nine
miles over a barren and mountainous country, they arrived at Novsily,
where they separated.  Captain Chyistic, proceeding to the North,
gained the banks of the Lieermund, as has alrcady been stated, and Mr,
Pottinger continued his route through the desert to Bunpore. Nooshky
is a small tract, covering an area of about thirty-six square milcs, at

the
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the foot of the mountains of Keluf. It is a sandy tract, intermixed
with small hills, which are continually shifting with the wind, A small
stream, called the Kyswr, issues from the mountains, and irrigates a
small portion of this country. Therc aic also some small patches of
land capable of cultivation ; but these frequently fail for want of rain.
The natives live under black felts, spread over a frame of wicker-work.
During the summer they remove to the neighbouring mountains to enjoy
the cool air and water ; for the Kysur is dry in the ot mouths,  They
import grain from Culch and Seistan, to pay for which they p'under
travellers and caravans. The district of Gurmsyl4 is a very narow
tract, about five days’ journey N. W. of Nooshky. It has the appear-
ance of being the dry bed of a river: in many places, it is ot
Lalf a mile wide, and encompassed on cach side by a high bank. It
is fertile in grain, which is raised without much labour, owing to &
supply of water drawn fiom the Zleermund river, which, hke the N¢,
yearly overflows its banks. The inhahitaunts of this distiict are notorious
for their robberies, and arce composed of the outeasts ol the surrounding
country.

Mr. Pottinger took his departure fiom Nooshhy on the 26th of
March, and travelled twenty-two miles over a hilly country, to the bed
of a river called the Bell ; through which he continued his journey,
on the 27th, for thirty-one miles. The river bed contained a small

quantity

* This woo is probably the same as the Persian toum Gumascer, and merely

describes a warm clinate.
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quantity of water, and was of great breadth. The desert rosc in
iffs on each bank, the hills were covered with the asafeetida-tree,
and a thick jungle grew in the bed of the river, where Mr. Pottinger
observed several slabs of white marble. About one how lefore he
halted for the night, he passed the remains of some cxtraordinary
tombs, built of hewn stone, differing in quality from any to be pro-
cured within many leagues of the place. The tombs were of a qua-
drangular shape, and they had each been surrounded by a wall of
curious fretwork of stone. The entrance fronted the East, and there
were several large mounds of earth and stone scattered over the desert
to a considerable distance. They appeared to be of great antiquity,
and the country people ascribed them to the Guebres, or worshippers
of fire, On the 28th he moved twenty-cight miles over a barren plain,
in some parts covered with jungle. At the eighteenth mile he crossed
another dry river bed, called Burdvo, where he procured a small
supply of water from a well, and passed within a few miles of a town,
called Sarawan, built in the centre of the desert, but supplied with
water from the Bell. On the 29th he travelled thirty miles, through
the district of Kharan, over an uninhabited country supplicd with
well-water.  During the 30th, 31st, and 1st April, he travelled sixty-
cight miles across a desert, consisl.ing of waves of sand, over which
the camels travelled with difliculty ; light particles of sand also floated
in clouds about the plain, and secmed to he put in motion without any
perceptible cause, for there was not a breath of wind at the time.

The
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The bed of the river Burdoo,* crossed during this route, is described
as being a quarter of a mile in breadth, and is said to contain water
in the rains, and to enter the sca ncar Chobar, after fertilizing the
district of Punjgoor. Mr. Pottinger here procured a small quantity of
water from a well in the bed of this river; and procceded twenty miles,
on the 2d, ovver the desert, which became more hard and gravelly. On
the 3d the march was forty miles, over a hard descrt free from sand ;
on the 4th, twelve miles, to a small village situated Dbetween two
mountains ; and on the 6th, six miles, through a water-course, where
he perceived two small villages, surrounded by date-trees.  On the 7th
lie travelled thnty-eight miles, to the small town ot Dezue, the road
lying alternately amongst mountains and stony plains: on the 8k,
sixteen miles, through the populous district of Dexwe. Tt s a valley
between the mountains, about ten or twelve miles in breadili, but of
much greater length, and is governed by a chicf, who receives one-
tenth of the produce in dates and wheat, the surplus of which he
exports to Southern Mckran, by the route of Puwjgoor, which is
about fourtcen days’ journey from Deswe. Mr. Pottinger continued
kis journey on the 9th; and after a march of ten miles cver

rf barren

Such river beds sre frequently mentioned in the march of Alexander throuoh this
province; and Arrian says, that the army having encamped npear a small brouk for
the sake of water, the same, about the secomd wateh of the night, heing «welled with
sudden rains, peured down such a dreadful inundation, that many womwen and cduldren,

as well as the baggage mules, were swept away.
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barren and rocky mountaius, entered a very extensive plain, com-
posing the district of Sibb, governed by a chicf, who resides in
a smail town of the same name. A river, nearly dry, flows through
the center of this plain, in the bed of which were several groves
of date-trecs ; but the country, generally speaking, was quite
barien. On the 10th marched twenty-eight miles, through a stony
plain intersccted with hills and ravines, and halted for the night
in a jungle, three miles West of a small village. On the 11th the
march was twenty-five miles, through an arid country traversed by
wmountains and river beds, the latter affording a small supply of water.
On the 12th Mr, Poutinger (ravelled thirty-two miles through a river
bed, varying in breadth from two hundred yards to half a mile. It
was overgrown with jungle, and afforded plenty of water. This river
bed, towards the end of the journey, expanded into a flat sandy plain,
eight or uine miles in length, bounded by bills, After a journey
of about cighteen miles, over a country interspersed with trees, he
reached, on the 13th, the village of Pukura, the principal town of a
small district, governed by a chief named Mehrab Kban, who can
bring six hundred troops into the field, and whose authority is acknow-
ledged from Dezue to Dasman. From Pahura to Bunpore it is sixteen
miles, in a 8. W. by S. direction, across a wooded plain, partially
cultivated.

The fort of Bunpore is situated in an extensive plain, on the
summit of a bigh mound of carth, and is small, and crowded with

mud
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mud buildings. The town is composed of but a few wretched huts,
occupicd by the relations of the chief: the people live in huts in the
plain, as their flocks and cultivation attract their attention. The distiict
of Bunpore produces grain in such abundance, as to supply the
neighbouring country. The force of the chief is three hundred cavalry,
well armed and mounted, and fiftcen hundred infantry.  Leaving this
place, Mr. Pottinger advanced to the northward, until he reached a
small village named Basman, and from thence proceceded in a westerly
line to Regan, the first town in Kerman, in the district of Nurmansheer.
He calculates the distance at one hundred and seventy-two miles ; and
found the country a complete descrt, in which tolerable water is only
to he had during the dry seasen in two places.

The whole of this most fatiguing and perilous journcy was per-
formed by sometimes walking, and sometimes riding on a camel.  Mr.
Pottinger assumed the character of a Mahomedan pilgrim, and subsisted
principally on dates and barley-flour, kneaded into a paste : he passed
undiscovered by the natives, and was, in general, treated with kindness,

The climate of Mekran is not every where the same; a circumn-
stance casily accounted for, by the great dissimilarity in the naturc of
the country in different parts. The southern division of this extensive
province is p}ovel‘bial]y hot : it is, indced, described by Mr. Potiinger
to be so excessive at times, during the Lhormee puz, or date ripening,
which takes place in the beginning of August, as to prevent even the
inhabitants from venturing abroad. The heats prevail from March to

rf2 November;
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November; and the months of November, December, January, and
February, which is stiled the cold scason, are said to he warmer on the
coast, than the months of July and August in the mountains of Balou-
chistan. In February and March there are showers from the N. W.;
but in June and July, this coast is exposed to all the fury of the S. W.
monsoot.  N. YW, winds prevail during the cold season, and are
particularly violeat towards the close of it. During the remaining
months, the hot winds blow continually in land; but on the coast the
air is refreshed by the sea breeze. The bot winds, though not fatal to
animal life, destroy every symptom of vegetation, and will, even after
the fall of the night, scorch the skin in a most painful manner. The
dimate of this part of Mekran is considered by the people of the
necighbouring country as peculiarly unhealthy. The inhabitants arc
a puny and delicate race, subject to many disorders ; which it is probable,
however, may arise from the sensual and dissipated lives which they
Jead, Both men and women are profligate in the extieme, and drink
great quantitics of an intoxicating spirit, made from the fermented juice
of the dates, which is, no doubt, most pernicious in its cffccts. The
immediate sca-coast, and the province of Lus, are said to be exceptions,
with regard to insalubrity of climate, in this division; and it is an
extraordinary circumstance, that a range of mountains, ‘which divides
that district from the other par's of the provinee, has also drawn a line
of distinction hetween the inhabitaots, in manners and appearance. The

climate of the mountainous region of Balouchislun resembles, in a great

degree,
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degrec, that of Ewrope, there being four distinct seasons : spring, summer,
autumn, and winter. The heat is at no time unpleasantly great 5 hut the
cold is intense during the months of December, Junuary, and February.
At this scason, and most part of the spring, it blows without iuter-
mission, and somctimes with great violence, from the N. L., attended
with heavy falls of snow, slect and rain. The spring is supposed to
commence about the latter end of February, and to continue two
months, or perhaps longer, according to the forwardness of the scason.
The summer continues till the beginning of Angust, and the autumn
until the first fall of snow, or severity of the cold announces the arrival
of winter, which generally happens in October. The summer and
agtumn arc described as delightful; but in spring and winter the
fogs, rain, snow, and cold, occasion a variety of complaints amongst
the poorer classes, who have not the mcans of obtaining proper cloath-
ing to guard against the cffects of a climate, cqually uncertain, and
more severe, than that of Zugland. That division of Mekren which
is to the West of the great sandy desert, and cxtends from the Lutitude
of 27°40 to that of 20" 15" N., and from the sixty-sccond to thesixty-
fourth degree of L. Longitude, somewhat resembles in appearance the
districts of Swrawan and Jhalawan, but the climate is much more mild,
the cxtremes of heat and cold being seldom felt in this part of the
province. In June and July, however, the rains arc sometimes so
heavy as to destroy the crops of the ground.

The
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The Great Sandy Desert, is estimated by Mr. Pottinger to extend
from the banks of the ffecrmund, to the great range of mountains
which separates the southern from the northern division of Mekran, a
distance of four or four hundred and fifty miles, and from the town of
Nooshly to that of Jask, a distance of rather more than two hundred
miles. The sand of this desert is of a reddish colour, and so light, that
when taken in the hand the particles are scarcely palpable, It is raised
by the wind into longitudinal waves, which precent, on the side towards
the point from which the wind blows, a gradual slope from the base,
but on the other side, rise perpendicularly, to the height of ten or
twenty fect, and at a distance have the appearance of a new brick wall,
Mr. Pottinger had great difficulty in urging his camel over these waves,*
especially when it was necessary to ascend the perpendicalar or leeward
side of them. They ascended the sloping side with more ease; and as
soon as they perceived the top of the wave giving way with their weight,
they most expertly dropped on their knees, and in that manner descended
with the sand, which was so loose, that the first camel made a path

sufficient

*  Arrinn, speahing of the marchof Alexander through Gedr osia, says, that every beast
of burthen belonging to the army were nearly smothered in deep scorching sand, and that
they fonnd many Jittle fonude, or hillocks of sand, whick they were abliged to ascend ;
and where no firm footing could be hud, they sunh deep into it, as they would into clay or

new fallen snow.
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sufficient for the others to follow. This impediment, however, was
but trifling, compared to what our travellers suffered from floating or
moving particles of sand. The desert seemed, at the distance of hall
amile, to be a flat surface, about eight or ten inches above the level of
the waves. This cloud, or vapour, appecared constantly to recede as
they advanced, and at times completely enveloped them, filling their
eyes, ears, and mouths, and causing a most disagreeable sensation,
It was productive of great irritation and severc thirst, which was not
a little increased by the scorching rays of the sun. The ground was
so hot as to blister the feet, even through the shoes; and the natives
affirmed, that it was the violent heat which occasioned the sand to
move through the atmosphere. Mr. Pottinger indeed remarked, that
this phenomena was only seen during the heat of the day. The
sahrab,* or watery appearance, so common in all deserts, and the
moving sands, were seen at the same time, and appeared to be perfectly
distinct, the one having aluminous, and the other a cloudy appearance.
The wind in this desert commonly blows from the N. W.; and during
the lot summer months it is often so heated, as to destroy anything,
either animal or vegetable, with which it comes in contact: the
route by which Captain Christie and Mr. Pottinger travelled is, there-
fore, deemed'impassable, from the middle of May to the end of
August. This wind is distinguished, throughout the Easf, by the
term of the bade sumoom, or pestilential wind. It has been known to

destroy

Literally, the water of the descrt.
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destroy even camels, and other hardy animals, and its effects on the
human frume are said to be the most dreadful that can possibly be
conceived.  In some instances it kills instantancously ; but, in others,
the wietched sufferer lingers fur hours, or even days, in the most
excruciating torture.

Lead and iron ¥ are produced in the mountains to the S. of Kelal ;
and the inhabitauts of the town of Nu/, whilst digging for those metals,
discovered gold and silver, but not in quantities sufficient to defray the
expence of working. This country is also said to produce copper,
tin, antimony, brimstone, alum, sal(petre, and marble in great quan-
tities. In the vicinity of Nooshiy sal-ammoniac is so plentiful, that
near Basman there is a high mountain, called the Kok Naushader, or
Sal-ammoniac Mountain ; at the bottom of whicly, it is said, there are
several springs of water, so hot as to boil meat in a few minutes.  All
kinds of grain hnown in Jadia are cultivated in the different parts of

Mekran.

*  The method which the natives of this country have of smelting the ore is excecd-
ingly simple; and although it may, at times, leave a tiifling portion of the carth mixed
with the metal, it is, from its ingenuity, worthy of attention. When a sufficient quantity
ol the ore is collected, it is placed upon a pile of wood, which is sct on fire, and constantly
replenishied with fresh fucl, until the ore melts and falls to the bottom, when it is separated
from the ashes, and found to be considerably cleaner than when fir-t taken from the mine.
It is then placed in a pit, made of ca then tiles, so constructed as to admit a fire under
it. The ore i» again melicd in this pit, and a considerable quantity of the dross and dirt

removed, by skimming the curface.  After this process, the metal is lifted out in a liquid

tlate, powed into hollow cylinders of clay, and then sold.
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Mekran  There is also abundance of vegetables, such as turnips,
carrots, peas, onions, &ec.; and the natives are particuiarly paitial to
the stem and leaves of the asafwetida-tree, which they roast or hoil, and
eat with butter, or ghee. This plant grows spontancously on the
mountains, and has when ripe the appearance of a cauliffower: the
leaves are somew hat siniilar to beet-root.  The gum, which is impoitcd
in vast quantities into Ilindostun from Khorassen, is dianwn fiom the
stem, close to the root, and <ometimes fiom the 100t itseli ; and it the
incision is not made when the plant begins to ripen, the plant will
crack of itself, and the jnice (which hardens in the air) evade fiom
it. DMadder, cotton, and indigo, are also cultivated in Bloucfustan,
particularly to the castward of Kelal, and the Litter is considered as
superior to that of Bengal, and sells for a higher price.

The coast of Mekran and Kerman, as far as Cape Jusk, is taken
from the chart of Licutenant William Robinson, who surveyed it in
1774 ; and the remainder, as far as Gomberoon, from the lute surveys
of Captain Wainwright, of His Majesty’s ship Chiffone, and Captain
Jakes, of the Honorable Company’s marine. The mountains, rivers,
and towns in the interior of the province, are laid down fiom the

manuseripts of Captains Grant and Chaistie, and Licutenant Pottinger,
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SCIND.

THE country of Scind is situated between the twenty-third and
twenty-seventh degrees of North Latitude and the sixty-seventh and
seventy-first degrees of East Longitude. Its general boundaries are
the country of Cufch and the Indian Ocean to the South ; the provinces
of Marwar, Joudpore, and Jesselmere to the East ; those of Bhukor,
Moultan, and the dominions of the King of Cabul, to the North;
and on the West, Mekran and the mountains of Balouchistan. The
viver Tndus, with its branches, intersect this country and increase its
fertility, forming a Delta, in length about one hundred miles along the
coast. It would appear, from enquiries made by Mr. Ellis, in 1809,
when in Seind with Mr, Smith, that this noble river and the
Punjab form a junction, a few miles to S. W. of a place called
Chasepoor, situated in Latitude 28° 31" N., Longitude 69° 55' E. The
collective waters are then said to take a divection towards the West,
and fo throw out many branches, which fartilize the country to a great
cxtent on both sides, About fifteen miles to the South of Shikarpoor,

the
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principal stream separates into two channcls, the most considerable of
which continues its course as far as Sehwaun, where it again turns to
the East, and after detaching another small branch, about tweclve
miles to the North of Hydrabad, once more hends to the West, and
enters the sea at a place called Lakery Bunder, situated in Latitude
24° 22" N., Longitude 67" 23" E.

The natives described this as an arm of the sea, and navigable for
large vessels, as far as Dharaje Bunder, three days’ journey from
Lahery Bunder : goods are, consequently, here unloaded, and re-
shipped in the Aunfauls, or boats, which procced as far up as
Moultan and Lahore. These boats carry about a hundred tons, are
flat-bottomed, but of great breadth, and when the wind is contrary,
are either drawn along the banks of the river or pushed forward with
poles.

The most eastern branch, now called the Nulla Suncra, is said to
be about a degree distant from the main stream, in the parallel of
Hydrabad. It formerly entered the sea at Lukput Bunder, but is
now, if we are to credit the reports of the natives, entirely lost in the
sands. The Fuloolee branch, which has becn mentioned as separating
from the main stream twelve miles above H};dcrfd;ud, becomes again
counected with it by an artificial cut, about twenty miles below that city.
This channel is seven miles in length, and that portion of the waters
which do not flow through it into the principal stream of the Jndus,

« g2 cnter
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enter the sea at Lukpul Bunder, under the name of Goonce. The
course of the Goonce at 2l Bunder, in Latitude 24° 24" N., hegins
to be obstructed by shoals ; and there is reason to fear that, in a few
years, it will shure the Lute of the Nullu Suncra, and be ahsorbed in
the sands.

Mr. Maxfield, of the Dombay Marine, who went as far as Ify-
drabad, desciibes the principal stream as heing in general about a mile
in breadth, but varying in depth from two to five fathoms. The swelling
ot the Indus, occasioned by the mdting of the snow in the mountains
of Rashmere, generally commences in the beginning of July, and
continues to incrcase until the latter end of August.

Scind may be termed a level country, intersected with rochy hills ;
and even those parts which are at a distance from the river, are capa-
ble of being cultivated, should there be no failure in the periodical ruius :
but this is frequently the case, and no ecountry in the world is more
subject to continual droughts. The banks of the Ju 7us, which, as I have
alvcady said, are annually overflowed, cqual perbaps in fertility and
richness the borders of the Nile, with which they e heen compared ;
and potwithstanding the ignorance and oppression of the present
rulers of Seind, who have enclosed, and comverted the most froitful
districts into gloomy and impervious forests, for the :;I]lllb?m{‘llt of
bunting, it yet continues {0 export a considerable gquantity of rice and
grain. The country is, in gencral, in a statc of culture, for thirty

or
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or forty miles on cach side of the river; except at Sehwan, where a
great range of mountains, on the western side, approach to within
fiftcen miles of the principal stream.

The internal government of Seind is a military despotism 3 and the
supreme authoiity is vested in three brothers, of the house of” Talpore,
oviginally from Bealouchistan, whose names are Mcer Golam Ali, Meer
Fnveem Al and Meer Murad AN, The cldest has the tide of Zikem,
or ruler, and is considered by foreign nations as the head of the ga-
vernment.  The whole country is divided between the (hree brothers
(the cldest having thie largest share); but two  other members of
the reigning fuwmily, Meer Solab and Meer Thara, although not
ostensible partakers of the supreme aathority, excreise every funetion
of government within their respective territoiics, The population of
this country is principally composed of Mahomedan tribes from Bulon-
ehistan. There are, however, a considerable wumber of 1lindoos,
who are here placed on an equality with the followers of the Arabian
prophet, and enjoy the confidence of their prince, and the free exercise
of their religion.  The latter are chicfly employed in comiinervee ; whilst
the Mahomedans constitate the military order, and in prace become
husbandmen and artificers,

Agrceabl'y to the treaty concluded in 1739 between Nadir Shah
and the Fmperor of Delhi, Scind is nominzlly subjeet to the King of
Cuabul, and ought to pay a vearly tribute of twelve Zees of rupess,
which is never done, except when enfurced hy the advanze of an aviny

10
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at this place, is about a wile in breadth, and four fathoms in depth at
the deepost part,

Lifiy-coven miles from Zawlla is Ceracliée, the only good sca-port
in &ciod T lies seventeen miles E. by S, of Cupe Monze, in Latitude
9151 ! N, and Longitude 67° 16 L., at the head of a bay which
aflords good shelter for shipping, and vessels of three or four hundred
tons burthen may enter the harbour, from the beginning of September
1o the latter end of May. This is, however, to be understood only
at high water, there not being, at any other time, more than a fathom
and a balf and a fathom and a quarter on the Lar.  The harbour is
narrow, and defended on the western poiat of its entrance by a castle,
huilt in 1801, shortly after the expulsion of Mr. Crow, on which are
mounted a few picces of unserviceable caunon.  The soil about Corachie
is sandy and stoney, but capable of being enltivated daiing the rains.
A few date-trees are scen in the immediate neighbouthood of the town,
but the fiuit never comes (o peifeetion.  Lemons, mangocs, grapes,
plantains, as well as water and musk-melons, are produced ; but, with
the exception of the pumplin and brinjal, there are no vegetables at
Coruchie.  The water is brackish; fucland forage mescarce, sheep are
indifferent, but the camels and dranght bullocks are excellent. The
population of Corachicis estimated at cight thousand souls, the majority
being Hindoos, who are chielly engaged in commercial concerns.  The
exports of the country consist chiefly of rice, gluc, hides, shark-fins,
saltpetre, potash, asafectida, tatta-cloth, indigo, frankincense, and coarse

cloths,
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cloths., These articles are conveyed, in the fair season, in dingees®
to Bombay, Guazerat, and the coast of Malabar ; from whenee they
bring back pepper and other spices, iron, lead, steel, elephants’ teeth,
cochincal, with sandal-wood and other woods. Boats procecd up a
small creek, in five or six days, from Corachie.

The town of Gugah contains six hundred inhabitants, and is
built at the foot of a hill, at the hottom of which runs a small ereck,
in Latitude 24° 45’ N,, Longitude 68" 7" L.; and the extensive ruins
of Bamborah, situated in Latitude 24° 46" N., Longitude 67°50 L.,
are supposced to be those of the ancient city of Braminabad.  There
are many other small towns in Svind, besides the above; but 1 have not
succeeded in recciving any ioformation that could be depended on
respecting them.  The Latitudes and Longitudes of Ilydrabud, Talla,
Corachie, &c. were ascertained: by a series of observations taken by
Captain  Maxficld, of the Honorable Company’s Bowmbay Marine,
who accompanied Mr. Smith in his late successful mission to the coart

of Seind.

Swall coasting vessels with one mast and a very high stern.

nh
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CADUL

1 nap once intended to have given a short description of the pro-
vinces subject to the Afghan government ; but as that kingdom has
latcly been visited by an English embassy, I shall now confine myself
to a statement of the authoritics upon which I have fixed the principal
positions in the Map. The gentlemen of Mr, Elphinstone’s suite have,
no doubt, had many opportunities of acquiring a knowledge of the
countries through which they passed ; and the acknowledged abilities
of the ambassador, himsclf, lead us to hope, that he will favor the
public with an account of his mission. A geograplical memoir,
witten by Lieutenant M‘Cartney, one of the oflicers attached to the
embassy, and sent home by the Supreme Government of India, con-
tains much interesting and valuable matter. His account, however,
of the countries to the West of the fndus, seems to be founded on
routes and information furnished bim by the natives. It agrees, in
many particulars, with what was collected by General Malcolm and
officers attachied to his mission, and may, T have no doubt, in general,
be relied upon as correct ; but, perhaps, the positions of Cabul, Bulkh,
and Samarkand, may he fixed, with equal, if not more accuracy,
from authorities already published.

Samarkand,
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Sumarkand, according to Ulegheg and Naser a Deen, is situated in
Latitude 39" 37" 23’ N., and the Longitude deduced froin Aleppo and
Cazaveen will be 64°3" E.  Major Rennel, in his Memoir to his Map of
Hindostan, makes it G4° 15", being twelve minutes more to the East;
I have, thercfore, adopted the mean, and placed this city in Latitude
39° 37" 23'N. and Longitude 64° 9" E. The above position being
fixed, we will now proceed to sctile Bulkh. The Latitude of this place,
as given in the oriental tables, is 36" 41" N.; and 1 am inclined to
believe this statement to be correct, as the routes in my possession, in
general, allow about a hundred and eighty-eight geographical miles
between Samarkand and Bulkh. The Longitude given in the Oriental
tables is 101° E.  Cuzween, agrecably to the same authority, is placed
in 85° E. being a difference of 16° 20. 'The Latitude of Cuzwern,
according to Beauchamp, is 49" 33" ; and therefore that of Bullh, if
deduced from Cazween, will be 65° 33°, which I have adopted.

Cabul is, according to Major Rennel, situated in Longitude
68° 33" E., being 3" to the East of Bulkh; and, consequently, the
direct distance of a hundred and ninety gcographical miles from the
latter to Cubul will allow 34" 30 N. for the Latitude of that place. ‘The
Latitude of Kaendahar, 33°, is fixed from the oriental tables, and
compared with several cross routes; whilst the Longitude has been
determined by the road distance from [Ileral and Cabul.  These
principal positions having been adjusted, the others have been laid
down from them.

Hh2
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PASHALICK OF BAGDAD.

Tre Pashalick of Bagdad extends in a N. W, dircction, from the
mouth of the Shat-ul-Arab to the rocks of Merdin, and in an East
and West line from the confines of Persia to the banks of the Kha-
bour, which separates it from the Pashalick of Orfa. The gencral
houndaries arc the Euplrates and desert of Nedjid to the West and
South, Kuzistan and Mount Zagros to the East, the Pashalick of
Diarbekr to the N.W., and Armenia, with the territories of the
Kurdish chief of Julamericl, to the North. This great tract com-
prehiends the whole of the ancient Babylonia, and the greatest part of
Assyrie Proper. Ishall attempt to delineate separately these two grand
divisions ot the Pashalick ; that is to say, the space which is embraced
by the Zigris and the Euphrales, and that which is beyoud the Tigris,
commonly called the Zower Kurdiston.

Babylonia,®* or Chald»a, which after the Macedonian conquest

received

Babylovia, poperly speihing, extended no further towards the Nerth than tle
wall of Muccpracta, and the name of Chaldea was peculiar to that part which bordered

on the Porsian Gulf.



THE PERSIAN EMPIRE. 237

received the general appellation of Mesopolamia, denoting its position
between two rivers, called A{ Jezira by the Arabians, and Irals Arabi
by the Persians, is perhaps one of the most interesting countrics in the
world ; and those who bave had an opportunity of contemplating its
present desolate condition, and of comparing it with the glowing
descriptions which the writers of antiquity have left us of the wealth
and fertility of that celehrated region,® will perhaps be led to reflect on
the instability of human grandeur, and feel impressed with the paintul
truth, that the most polite and flourishing kingdom in the universe
may, in the course of a few years, be reduced, by the weahness or
depravity of its government, to cxtreme wretchedness. The mighty
citics of Niniveh, Babylon, Seleucia, and Clesiphon, have crumbled
into dust : the humble tent of the Arab now occupies the spot formerly
adorned with the palaces of kings, and his flocks procure but o scanty
pittance of food, amidst the fallen fragments of ancient magnisicence.
The banks of the Fuphrales and Zigris, once so prolific, are now,
for the most part, covered with impenetrahle hrashwaood ; and the
interior of ihe province, which was traversed, and furtilized with
innumerable canals, is destitute of cither inhabitants or vegetation.
Few cu:mtrit:s in the East are blest with @ vicher soil, or capable
of being cultivated with so little exertion.  Tiie 7igris and e L -
j'u:'f".‘h s,
Bahylonie was reckoned equal to one-Vired of Aua, in peint of revenun, provicus
to tlic time of Cyras; and latter'y, the daily tibuee paud to the Persian Sofoap no an

English bushel of silver.  (Gibbon.)
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phrates, which are never further distant than fifty, approach in the
Latitude of Bagdud to within twenty-five miles of each other,
and afford an inexhaustible supply of the finest water. They rise
twice in the year, as has already been mentioned in my description of
those noble streams ; and as the water is then wearly on a level with
the surface of the pluin, the irrigation may be accomplished in the
casiest manner. But the population of Irak Arabi heing chiefly com-
posed of tribes of wandering Arabs, averse, from principle and habit,
to agricultural pursuits, these great natural advantages are turned to
no account, Here, as well as in Persia, it is usual for the natives to
raise corn only in the immediate vicinity of the towns and villages.*
But a few exceptions may be made to this gencral rule, and the follow-
ing are the most productive portions of this division of the Pashalick.
The banks of the Shal-ul-.Irab, in the ncighbourhood of Bussora,
and for upwards of thirty miles below that city, arc well cultivated,
and yield vast quantities of dates, wheat, barley, and various kinds of
fruits. The borders of the Euphrates, hetween Korna and Shukashe,
produce abundance of dry grain; and the territory possessed by the
Alghazyl Arabs, which is a low marshy tract, formed by the expansion
of the waters of the Jluphrates between Lemloon and Samavat, is

famed

Where private properly is insecure, and where the cultivator ean never rechon on
reaping the fruits of his lalour, industiy can never flourish. ‘The landholder, under the
iton despotismn of the Twkish government, is at all times Jiable to have his ficdds laid

waste, and his habitation pillaged by the myrmidons of these in power,
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famed for its plentiful crops of rice. 'The districts adjoining Alerdin and
Nisibin, watered by the river Mygdonius, and a number of little brooks,
are, in my opinion, by far the most heautiful in the Jezira, and in a
tolerable state of cultivation.

We are informed by Mr. Gibbon, that nature has denied to the
soil and climate of Assyric some of her choicest gitts, the vine, the
olive, and the fig-tree. This might have been the case in the age of
Ammianus Marcellinus, but is not so at the present day. and it is a
curious fact, that the grape, the olive, and the fig, arc the most
common fruits in the province, and may be secn in every garden.  The
pomegranates of Bugdad ure esteemed the most delicious in the Zas/.
Apples, pears, and apricots of an inferior quality, are also abundant ;
but of all the productions of Jrak Araln the date is the most beneticial.
The cultivation of this tree is conducted with great attention ; and, as
the process is somewhat remarkable, I shall give a short account of it.
Both the male and the female begin to blossom towards the end of
February. The flower grows from the stem, between the uppermost
branches (or leaves), and is, in appearance, somcthing like a bunch
of wheat, but much more white. The flower of the male tree is sweet
and palatable, but that of the female bitter and nauscous to the tasie,
About th2 middle of March, when the trees are cnr;1plctc]y in flower,
they are pruned of «ll their exuberant branches; and it is sometimes
deemed advisable to remove a certain quantity of the blossom and stalk
of the male flower, which is then inserted into a small incision made

m
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in the top of the female tree.  After the application of the male flower,
the dates of the female gradually increase in size, until the khormee
puz, or date vipening, which is in August and September. A male
is sufticient to fecundate many hundred females ; and it is even said
that the same portion will, in case of necessity, answer for several.
The male flower never produces fruit, and is eaten by the Arabs as
bread, cither green or roasted. When ripe, the dates arc pulled, and
appropriated agreeably to the views of the owner. Some arc dried
in the sun, and strung on lines made of goats” hair. Those that are
intended to be hept in a moist state, are immediately packed up in
baskets made of the palm-leaf, and the saccharine matter which they
contain is found sufficient to preserve them from spoiling. The inha-
bitants of these countrics look upon the date-tree as the greatest hless-
ing they enjoy @ it yiclds food for men, horses, and dogs, and may be
applied, it is said, to three hundred and sixty different uscs.  There
arc many kinds of dates; but that which is most estecemed grows in
the vicinity of Mekka.

The horses of this country have been renowned from time imme-
morial.  From them the breed of Europe has principally been improved,
and the fleetest racers of Newmarket may be numbered in the posterity
of the Godolphin Arabian. Thcy are of a small size, seldom exceeding
fourteen hands three inches high, are never known to be vicious,
extremely docile, and of rather a sloggish nature, until heated and put

upon their mettle. It is then, and only then, that the value of this noble
apimal
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animal can be estimated : and wlhen we view the beauty and symmetry
of his form, his delicate limbs, the fineness of his skin, through which
his swelling veins seem to force themselves, his tail ercet, the
fire sparkling in his eycs, his nostrils distended, and his long mane
flowing over his neck and forehcad, there are few who would not
acknowledge the blood-horse of cfrabia to be the most perfect of >
brute creation. They are neither so swift nor <o strong as their
descendants in England, but capable of undergoing astonishing fatigue;
and I myself was once under the necessity of riding a colt, four ycars
of age, about ninety miles, without dismounting from his hack. At
the cnd of the journcy I found him alinost as fresh as at the commence-
ment, and for a fortnight afterwards he traveled at the ratc of forty
miles a day, without losing his flesh.  The finest horses are those
which are bred in the interior of Nedjid, and on the fronticrs of
Syria, towards Damascus. There is also a very good hreed on the
banks of the Buphrates, inthe district inhabired by the tribe of Monte-
fidge, great numbers of which huve, within these few years, heen
exporteéd to India by Mr. Manesty, the British aesident of Bewsora,
a gentleman whose conciliating manners gained him unprecedented
influence amongst the trihes of the Desert. A horee of the purest
blood is, however, very difficalt to be procured, ceven at Bugdud or
Buassora. and will fetcd from twelve hundred to three thousand piastres.®
The most common, and at the same time the most useful animal in the

1i proviice,

Yiing -

A piastre is here wodth about twe U
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province, is the camel.  They ave universally of the dromedary class,
having but a single hump. I have scen them of different colours,
brown, white, and a lead colour; but the former is by much the most
prevalent.  The usual travelling puce of those which carry hurthens is
remarkably slow, seldom excecding a mile and three-quarters, or
two miles an hour. Those, however, which arc used as riding camels
will move much quicker, and they have been known to go from Bagdad
to Aleppo, a distance of nearly seven hundred miles, in the coursc of
eight or nine days. They feed when they travel on a salt prickly weed
in the Desert, called shuter khar (the camels’ thorn), which, with a
small quantity of flour and water kueaded together into a ball, and
given them morning and evening, constitutes the whole of the nourish-
ment which they receive during the journey.  Their speed is at no time
cqual to the gallop of a horse;* and their trot is so excessively

rough,

* OF this [ had a convineing, though rather a disagrecable proof, when attacked,
in the De-ert, by a party of the Bedouin Arabs, The public business on which 1 was
employed not permitting me to attend the dilatory motions of a caravan, and the direct
voad through Mesopotamia and dnatolia 1o Constantinople being interdicted by the orders
ol the Parte, in consequence ol tie rebellion of Solyman Pasha, 1 was resolved to attempt
the passage of the Desert, frem HBagdad o dicppo. T accordingly set out from Mr. Rich's
camp, on the hanks of the Pirvie, about the end of September 1810, accompanied by
four native guides and a Portuguese soevant. We Lad not, however, proceeded above a
landred and fifly miles, when, on the evening of the third day, we encountered a strag-
gling party of the Wahabee, mounted on dromedaries, and armed in the Arabian fashion,

with
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rough, that it is next to impossible for a persor, not in habits of riding
them, to keep his secat. Mules and asses are also used as beasts
of burthen: the latter we small, and the former are principally
brought from Persie. Buffaloes are kept for the sake of the millk,
and oxen are used for the purposes of agriculture.  Of the wild animals,
the jackalis thie most destructive in the country.  The lion, the hy:wna,
the wolf, and the wild boar, are also commwon; and the antelope,
which appears to exist without either food or water, is everywhere

112 seen

with ~eymitars and long lances. My hrave and faithful guides had no soener deseried them,
than they betooh themselves to flight; and although my ecamel, as well as that of my
servant, followed their companions, «o far fiom being able to urge them fo their speed
(which it wde necessary to do in order fo escape) we were entirely oceupied in maintaming
our scats.  The poor Portuguese losing his eqnilibrium, was precipitated under (he beily
of the animaly, and getting entangled amongst his legs was, m this manuer, tossed like a
foot-ball for several yards, and in consequence nearly pummelled to death.  The banditti,
in the meantime, coming up, 1 had just time Lo five one of my pistols, when struek to the
ground by their cpears. They stript and plundered us of every thing, even to our <hirts,
and then left us bruiced and wounded in the Deserty, wiere we should inevitably have
perished for want of water, had not one of wy guides, who happened, by the greaw
good fortune, 1o he mounted on a horse, hept us m <ight. ]n:lvml he never went o any
great distance from us ; and notwithstanding the Jameness of his horse, the fleetest of the
dromedaries could never upproach him. e hovered round us until the Arals took their
departure, when I mounted behind him, and we made the best of our way bark to
DBugdad, where the hospitality and kindness of Mr. Rich, the British Resident, enabled

me, a fortnight afterwards, to prosecute my journey by the direet route.
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scen in great numbers.  Hares are plentiful, but foxes are seldom scen.
All sorts of poultry are bred, excepting the turkey. The black
partridge is found in great abundance on the borders of the rivers
and on the cultivated lands.  Snipes, and almost every species of wild
fowl, may be shot in the marshes; and pelicans are frequently seen
on the Euphrates and Tigris.

During the months of June, July, and August, in the southern
parts of this proviuce, it is so intolerably hot, that the inhabitaunts of
Bugdad and of the other towns are compelled to pass the greater part
of the day in subterrancons apartments, called surdabs - the nights are,
howeser, always cool, and fives are absolutely necessary in the winter.
The prevailing wind  blow from the N. W.; sometimes very hard, and
always scorchingly hot during the summer. The bade semoom, or
pestilential wind, is more common in the neighbourhood of Bagdad
than in any other quarter of the province; but it is, in general, only
fatal to strangers, as the Arabs know, with wouderful exactness, the
period of ity approach, by a fiery appearance in the horizon.

With the exception of the Zigris and the Euphrates, the only
rivers in this division of the Pashalick are the Khabour and Mygdo-
nins, The former, which was called the Chaboras, is formed from the
junction of a nmwher of little brooks, which have their source
at Ras-ul-lin*, thirteen fursungs S. W. of Merdin. The Kobour

pursucs

#  This was ouce a considerable town, but is now in ruins.



THE PERSIAN EMPIRE 245

pursues a southerly course, until it reccives the Mygdonius, when it
enters the Euphrates at Kerkesia, the ancient Circessitm, which, in
the time of Julian, was the extreme boundary of the Roman empire.
The Hermes, or Nahr ul Houali, to which the Macedonians gave the
name of Myadonius, rises in Mount Masius ; and after washing the
ruined ramparts of Nisilis, encircles the hase of the mountain of
Sinjur, and at the termination of a short, but rapid course, disem-
bogues, as has just been observed, into the Whabour. The plain of
Mesopotamia was formerly intersccted by many noble canals;
amongst which the Nalr Malcha, or rogal river, which joined the
Tigris near Seleucia, the Pallucopas, sometimes mistaken for a branch
of the Euphrates, and the canal of Isa, are particulmly mentioned.
The former, originally dug by the kings of Assyria, was repaired
by Trajan, in his expedition against the Parthians; but having again,
in a great measure, become dry, in the age of Julian, was a sccond
time cleaned out, by the orders of that prince, who conducted his
flect through the Nahr Malcha, from the Euphrates to the 1igris.
The course of this noble canal may yet be traccd, half-way hetween
Bagdad and IHilleh. 1 shall, at present, say nothing of the Pallu-
copas, as it is my iutention to speak of it, at -some lengih, in my
description of Meshed Ali. Not a vestage now remains of the canul
of Isn, which is said to have comienced at Is, the modern Z£if, and

terminated at Opis. The ouly canal at present connecting the xivers

is
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is styled the lie: it cats the Jezira exactly half-way between Bassora
and Bagdad, and is navigable in the spring for large boats.

In the description of the cities and towns, I shall commence with
the capital ; and after alluding to the ruins in its vicinity, ascend the
o« Tigris as far as Merdin, and follow the course of the Euphrates, from
Kerkesia to its entrance into the Persian Gulf.

Many doubts have been started, relative to the origin of the name
of the city of Bagdad, for ages the metropolis of the Saracen power
The favourite tradition in the East is, that the spot sclected for the
building of the city formerly belonged to a celebrated Christian hermit,
named Dad, and was from thence named Bag-Duad, or the garden of
Dad. It was also called Dar ul Salam, or the mansion of peace; an
appellation common to several other towns in Arabic. Bagdad was
founded by Al Mansour, sccond Caliph of the race of Abbas, in tiwe
hundred and forty-fifth year of the Ifejra, on the western bank of the
Zigris, and is veported to have been hailt out of the ruius of Clesiphon.
It was adorned with many noble and stately edifices, by the grandeur of
its founder, the renowned Haroun-ul-Rushid; who also built on the
castern side of the river, connecting the two quarters of the town by a
bridge of boats. Indecd, the city may be said to have attained its
meridian splendeor under the auspices of Zobeida and Jafier Barme-
keed,* the wife and favourite of *that vengeful hero, who himself

preferred

* For the affecling story of Abbasa and Jaffer Barmekeed, consult I'Ierbelot, and

the first volume of Florian's romantic history of Gonzalve di Cordova.
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preferred his palace of Rucea,* on the Euphrates, to that of Bagdud,
which stood on the western bavk of the Zigris, and from its miygnis
ficence was estcemed one of the wonders of the world.  This great
capital continued to flourish and increase,f and to be the seat of cle-
gance and of learning, until the six hundred and fifty-sixth year of the
Hejra, when its weakness and its opulence excited the cupidity of the
Tartar, Holakoo, the grandson of Jungeez Khan, who took the city
by storm, and extinguished for ever the reign of the Abbasides, by the
death of Al Mostasen, the last Celiph of his race. The Tartars
retained possession of Bagdad till the seven hundred and ninety-fifth
year of the Hejra, when it was seized by Tamerlane, on the flight of
the Sultaun Ahmed Ben Avnis. The deposed prince having found
protection in the dominions of the Greek emperor, subsequenily
contrived to repossess himself of the city; hut was finally expelled, hy
Kara Yusef, in 815. The descendants of the latter continned masters
of Bugdad till the eight hundred and seventy-filth year of the £fejra,
when they, in their tarn, were doomed to experience the fortune of
war and were driven out by Usum Cassim.  This family reigned thirty-
nine years in Bagdad, when Shah Ismael the First, the founder of the
royal house of Sefi, made himself master of it. . From that time to the

present day it has continued to be an object of perpetual contention

betwen

*  The YWoman Niecphorium.

+ Peevious to this period, however, the Bourides and Scljuckians had deprived the

Cufiphs of their finest province,
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hetween the Turks and Persians. It was taken by Soliman the Magui-
ficeut, and retahen by Shah Abbas the Great. It stood a memorable
siege against Sultaun Maraud,* at the head of an army of three
hundred thousand men ; but being reduced to the utmost extremity,
was af last obliged to surrender to that sanguinary tyrant, A. D. 1638.

The city, since that period, has remained in the possession of the
Otiomans ; and Ashmed, the greatest of the Pashas of Bugduad, and
the first who rendered the Pashalick, in a great degree, independant
of the Porle, defended it, with uncommon courage and ability,
against the forces of Nadir Shah, who baflled in all his attewpts, was
finally compelled to raise the sicge, and retire, with loss aud diminish-
cd reputation, into his own dominions.

The modern city embraces both banks of the Tigris, but the prin-
cipal part of it is on the eastern side. It, in shape, resembles an
oblong square, surrounded by a high wall, built of brick and mud,
flanked at regular distances with round towers, some of which, of an
immense size, were erccted by the carlier Celiphs, and far exceed in
strength and beauty those built by their successors. The circumference
of the walls, including both sides of the river, is about five miles.

There

*  Amvurath the Fourth, one of the hrayest and most active, hut al the same time the

most bloody and ferotions despot that ever <at on the thione of Constantivoph . "The city
capitulated, on condition that the lives and property of the inhabitauts should be aved 5
but Amurath, regardless of treaties, on the night of surrender caused the greater part of

the population to be massacred by torch-light.
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There are six gates, three on each side of the water, seventeen large
towers, and an hundred small ones on the East side, and thirteen on
the West. The large towers have each five guns mounted upon them ;
many of the small ones have cach a gun ; but the greatest part of the
artillery is old and unfit for service. The castle at the northern corner
of the city commands the passage of the Zigris; but is a place of no
strength, and of pitiful appearance. Bagdad is, upon the whole, a
meanly-built city. Some of the houses, however, are not dcficient in
external appearance; but are neither so handsomely fitted up, nor <o
convenient in the interior arrangements, as those in the larger towns
in Persia. The streets*® are so narrow, that two horscmen meeting
can hardly pass; and the bazars, although extensive and well supplied,
are far from handsome. Tew of the ancient buildings remain.  Those,
however, which have bid defiance to the ravages of time and the des-
tructive hand of the Turks, are much superior, hoth in clegance and
solidity, to the modern structures. The most worthy of remark are
the Gate of the Talisman, through which Sultaun Muraud entered
when he took the city ; the tomb of Zobcida, the most heloved of
the wives of Haroun-ul-Rushid ; a lofly mivaret; a convent of Der-
vises ; and the Madressa Mostenseroi, so fawmous in the Arabian

history, and now converted into the custom-house.  Nothing remaing

of the palace of the Culiphs : they are even ignorant of the spot on
K k which

*  Narrow strects are absolutely necescary in very hol climates, that the pusseasers

may be shaded Ly the walls iom the rays of the sun.
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which it stood; and the present residence of the Pashas is a large,
though wretched house, on the eastern bank of the river.  The only
handsome modern edifice in Bagdad is the tomb and sanctuary of
Sheikhh Abdul Cawder, a famous Seoni doctor,* who flourished in the
year of the Hlejra 590. This building occupies a large space, at a
considerable distance from the river: its chief ornament is a lofty
cupola, under which are deposited the bones of the Sheikh. It is
abundantly supplicd with water, by an aqueduct from the Zigris ; the
court is divided into a vast number of little cclls; and the establish-

ment

The natives of DBagdad regard him as the guardian angel of the city, and addresy
Lim on all occasions of danger and distress, believing his influence in heaven to he so
efficacious, that through his mediation their sins will be forgiven and their sufferings
alleviated. Tired of riding, T embarked in a small vessel at Nicomedia, to pass over lo
Constantinople, on hoard of which was also pmit of o ecaraven that had just arrived from
Dagdad. We got under weigh in the evening, and towards midnight gained the mouth
of the Gulf; when the wind gradually nereasing, it began to blow very strong from
the Propontes.  This, m addition to the heavy swell and excessive durkness of the
night, filled the minds of the Bagdad merchants with horrer.  The Greek pilot in vain
cudeavoured to convinee them there was no danger, provided they remained quiet, and
allowed his people to navigate the boat. They would not listen to reason, and said that
the interference of Aixlul Cawder alone could abate the fury of the storm, and rescue
them from ievitable deathi. In imploring the pity of the Skedkh, they occupied almost
the whole of the dech, from which they refused to move; and the sailors finding it

impossible (o worh the vessel, ran us on shore amongst the rocks under the town of

Gibiza.



THE PERSIAN EMPIIRI.
ment is so richly endowed, as to be able to support about three hundred
fanatics.

Bagdad is still a place of great trade, and the resort of merchants
from almost every quarter of the East. It supplies all .Zsia Minor,
Syria, and part of Euwrope, with Indian commoditics, which are
imported at Bassora, brought in boats up the Zigris, and then trans-
ported by caravans to Toecat, Constanlinople, Aleppo, Dumascus, and
the western parts of Persia. The chief imports from India are gold
brocade, cloths, sugar, pepper, tin, sandal-wood, iron, chia-ware,
spices, cutlery, arms, and broad-cloth ; in return for which they send
bullion, copper, gall-nuts, tamarik, leather, and otto ol roses.
From Aleppo are imported European silk stufls, broad-cloth, steel,
cochineal, gold-thread, and several other Earopean articles, which
are brought in Greek vessels to Seanderoon.  The imports from Persia
are shawls, carpets, silk, cotton, white cloth, leather, and saffron:
and those from Constantinople ave bullion, furs, gold and silver-thread,
jewels, brocade, velvets, and otto of roses. The principal manufac-
ture at this place is that of red and yellow leather, which is much
estcemed ; but silk and cotton stuffs are likewise made.

The climate is, notwithstanding its excessive heat, acknowledged
to be very lll.:a'lthy ; but the natives are, without exception, the ugliest
people in the Turkish empire, and are all subject to a cutancous dis-
order, for which no cure has yet been discovered.  This discase,

which is also common to leppo and other towns in Syria, makes its
kK k@ nrst
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first appearance in the form of a pimple, and then degenerating into
an ulcer, dries up of itsclf, at the end of cight or ten montbs, leaving
a mark, which the percon refains during the remainder of his life.
The cnvirons of the town, though capable of yielding not only the
necessavies, but even the luxuries of life, arc altogether barren, and
the gardens, or rather date-groves, that shade the immediate banks of
the Tigris, are iaid out without any taste. The ruins of the old city
may yet be traced a considerable distance up the west side of the river,
and quantities of brick and tile are daily dug up. The mcan of the
dilferent observations in my possession will give the position of Baegdad
in Latitnde 33" 20" N., and Longitude 44" 24 E.

Three miles North of Bagdad, and on the western bank of the
Tigris, is the town of Kazameen, inhabited by about cight thousand
Persians, who have been induced to settle here, on account of its
being the burying-place of Imam Mousa Cassim (the father of Tmam
Resa) and Imam Mahonted Touky. To the memory of these holy men
a noble mosque has been erccted. It is ornamented with two
gilded cupalas, and like those of Meshed Ali and Kerbela, supported
by the contributions of the pilgrims, Kazumeen has a decent bazar,
fifteen coffee-houscs, three humums, and a caravansera ; and opposite
the town is the tomb of Imam Abu Hanafi, another Mabomedan saint
Nine miles S. W. of Kazumeen, and at some distance from the river,
is a very extraordinary structure, of a pyramidical form, called the
Tower of Bahel by Europeans; Nimrood, by the natives of Bagdad ;

and
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and Agerkuf, by the Arabians. It is one hundred and nincty feet
in height, onc hundred in diameter, and from its appearance 1 should
judge it to be coeval with the remains of ancient Bahylon. The shape
is similar, although much more perfect. It is built of the same
matcrials, namely, square bricks dried in the sun, cemented with slime
and Jayers of reeds : and an opening, about one hundred feet from the
bottom, seems to indicate its being hollow ; but as the side of the
pyramid is quite perpendicular, I have heard of no person that has
ever had either the courage or curiosity to cuter it.  Near this tower
are the remains of a very fine cauval, and the ruins of a city, which
is probably that of Sifface, mentioned by Xenophon.

On the eastern shore of the Tigris, cighteen miles South of Bug-
dud, are the ruins of the once celebrated city of Clesiphon ; and
immediately opposite to it, the ranparts and fosse of the Greeian city
of Seleucia, which afterwards hecoming identified with the former,
under the name of Coche, they assumed, when thus united, (he
epithet of Al Modain, or the cities* The foundation of the city of
Clesiphon, most admirably situated en a sort ol peninsula, formed by
a sudden flexure of the Zigris, which must have embraced the greatest
part of the town, can hardly be ascribed to any particular person, s
it would seem to have increased gradually during a succession o8 many
years, from a camp to a city. Pacoras, supposed to be Orodes, King

of

Gibbon.
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of the Parthiuns, and cotemporary with Anthony, is thought to be
the first who surrounded it with walls, and made it the capital of the
Parthian cmpire. It was sacked, together with Selencia, by the generals
of Matcus Aurclius, A. D. 165, and afterwards by the Emperor
Severus.* It became the favourite winter residence of the powerful
successors of Arvtaxerxes, from whom it was taken hy Said, the gencral
of Omar, A. D. 637.}

The sack of Ctesiphon was followed by its gradual decay, and
little now remains but part of the palace of Chosroes (called Tuuk
Kevra,t the arch of Chosroes) a melancholy emblem of the glory of
its master. It is seen from afar on the plain, and presents a front of
three hundred feet in length by one hundiced and sixty in depth, having
in its centie a vanlted hall, a hundred and six fect in height to‘thc top
of the arch, the span of which is cighty-five, The city walls, which
appear to have been of very great thichness, may also be traced to a

considerable distance on both banks of the river.
In

Gibbon,

B oihe splendour of the comts of Sapor and Chosroes 1w the perpetual theme of
ovental Tastory and 1omance; and if eredit 15 to be given to the magmificent accounts of
the pal ce of the lutter, ot must have s passed, in asdines~ and beauty, every bmlding
of the hind, of whieh any mention is made 1 lustory.

i Keoa, or Fesrt; s a sbile which seems to have been mdiserimimately applied to
the later princes of the house of Sassan, und was probally derned fiom the Crmsars of

ti e Roman-.
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In procecding up the Tigris, towards Mosul, we have first the simall
village of Swedia, eight hours* from Bugdad. Tive honrs fiom Swe-
dia is Degel, the ancient Apamea, composed of two villag, s, one ealled
DBeled, and the other Sumeha, where the borders of the river are
cultivated to some extent. The town of Saemara, close to which are
two old forts, called Zshoulk and Mashoult (the lover and the heloved),
is within eight hours of Degel.  Here is interred Mahomed ul Mahadi,
the twelfth Tmam. It is the Samara of antiguity, and in the ninth
century became considerable as the residence of several Culiphs
of the house of Abbas. About four hundred houses are all
that are left. Ten hours from Samare is Teerit, and between
them is the village of Kark, called likewise Eski Beagdad (old
Bagdad), formerly a city named Carcha, where the Romans encamped
after the death of Julian. Tecrit is thought to be the Birtha or Fitra
of the ancients, described as a very strong fortress, and said to have
been constructed by Alexander the Great. It was chosen in the
seventh century for the abode of a Jucobite Primate} ; and having in-

creased to a considerable town, was taken by Timur, in 1393. The

ruins

* | reckon the hour at three English miles and three quarters, or nearly the same

1s & fursung.
+ A stery was told me by an Arab Sheikh of a lover and his mistress, who had

nhabited these castles, exactly similar to that of Hero aud Leander.
1 DAmille.
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ruins are extensive, and the number of liouses amount to about five
or six hundred, with a caravansera and two coffee-houses.  Opposite
to Tecrit is the tomb of Imam Mahomed Dour, built on the side
of the fortress of Dure, founded by Antiochus, and better known
fiom a treaty here concluded by Jovian, in which he surrendered to
the Persians the city of Nisibis and the five provinces beyond the
Tigvis. Halder is a ruined and forsaken town, a few leagues to
the North of Zecrit. It is mentioned in history as having resisted the
attack of Trajan and Severus, as well as those of Artaxerxes, the
subverter of the Parthian throne. There have been many conjectures
respecting the site of Opis, the largest city on the Zigris in the days
of Xenophon and Alexander ; and the learned Dean of Westminster
Las written a dissertation on the subject, which confirms the opinion
of D’Anville, who has placed it at the mouth of the Odorneh, twenty
Sfursungs above Bagdad. Here was also the termination of the
Median wall, which commencing at Muacepracta, was built by the
ancient Kings of .Zssyrin, to sccure their dominions from the incur-
swus of the Medes. From Teerit to Mosul, by land, the country
is catirely desert; and on the banks of the river are a few trifling
villages, with scattered spots of cultivation.

The city of Mosu/, although lying almost in the very heart of
the dominions of the Pasha of Bagdad, forms of itself, with a small
territory not extending more than two miles on each side of the town,

an independant government, under the orders of a Paska of two

tails,
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tails, appointed by the Grand Seignior. It stands on the western
bank of the Tigris, in Latitude 36° 21' N., and iu so low a situation,
that the river, which is here one hundred yards wide, and flows with
astonishing rapidity, often rises to the level of the houses.* Like every
other town in the Turkish empire, it is in a declining state. The
stone wall which surrounds it is broken down in many places, and the
greater part of the best buwildings are crumbling into ruin.. The houses
are partly built of brick and partly of stone ; and us timber is scarce and
dear, the roofs, and cven the ceilings of the apartmuents, are vaulied.
The city has seven gates; and the castle, which is in a very decayed
condition, occupies a small artificial island in the Zieris. The coffee-
houses, baths, khans, and bazars, are handsome buildings, and the
latter are well supplied with provisions brought from Awrdistan. The
Kara Seroi, or black palace, being now in ruins, the Pusha resides in a

Ll cluster

* A ccrtain degree of mystery seems to involve the early history of this town, and

1 have not been able to discover eitler the period of its foundation or the name of its
founder. Mr. Gibbon conjectures it to have heen e western suburh of Nipes - hut
whether it was so or not. its antiquity is bexond a doubt: for we il it mentioned, in
the ages of the first Caliphs, by the name of Mo wl, and subsequently as a plire of ame
importance, and lht: emporium of a great trade between Porder and Syrie. [t sfood a
piege againat the famous Saluhadeen, in the 57nth year of the Jlijiay was tubon by the
Moguls, three years alter the fall of Bugdad, and nearly 1uined by Tivue, it fouth
year of the J7¢jra. 1t would also have fallen into the Lands of Nudir Sialy, in LD 17135,
afier a bombardment of forty days, had he not been under the necessity of' returs ing into

Pursin, to suppress & rebellion which bad broken out during his al-cace.
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cluster of insignificant little buildings, sitvated in the dirtiest quarter
of the town. The principal ornaments of Mosul arc a college, the
tomb of Sheihlh Abdul Cassim, and the remains of a beautiful mosque;
the minarct of which, built by Nourecdeen, Sultuun of Dwmascrs,
has a fine cffect, when viewed from a distance, on approaching the
city. The population, as T was told by the Pasha, amounts to nearly
thirty-five thousand souls, Turks, Kurds, Jews, Armenians, Nesto-
rians, and Arabs. The climate is proverbially healthy, and there are
several mineral springs within a short distance of the town. On the
west of the Zigris, the environs of Mosul are wholly uncultivated ;
which circumstance, combined with the great extent of the burying-
ground under the walls, gives it a gloomy and melancholy aspect. This
place still carries on a trifling commerce with Bagdud and Asia Minor.
To the former it sends gall-nuts and copper * from Armenia, floated_
down the Zigris on kellicks, or rafts ; and, in return, receives Indian
commoditics, whichare forwarded to Diarbekr, Orfa, Tocat, &c.

Oun the opposite bank of the Tigris, and about three quarters of
a mile from that stream, the village of Nunia, and sepulcLre of the
prophet Jonas, seem to point out the position of Nineveh, the largest
city, perhaps, that ever existed in the world.  Its origin is ascribed by

profane

% The gall-nut tree is common to Kurdistan and Armenia, and the copper is dug
from the mines of Aevan and drguna, situated in the two branches of Kount Tuurus that

enclose the valley of Lophene.
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profane writers to Nirus, and in the Seriptures to Ashur, the son of
Shem, or Nimrod, the son of Cush® The history of this metropolis
is lost in succeeding ages. Tt wounld secm gradually to have fallen iuto
decay after the building of Bebylon : and, in the reign of Adrian it
was so completely destroyed, that even the place where it stood was
unknown. A city being afterwards crected near the spot, bore the
name of Ninus : and, jn my opiuion, it is the ruins of thelattg, and
not of the old Ninevel, that ave now visible. T examined these remains
in November 1810, and found them to consist of a rampart and fosse,
forming ap oblong square, not excecding four miles in compass, if so
much. I saw neither stoncs or rubbish of any kind. The wall is, on
an average, twenty feet in height ; and, as it is covered with grass, the
whole has a striking resemblance to some of the Roman entrenchiments
which we extant in England.

Eight fursungs below Mosul we discover the remnants of a mag-
nificent bund, or dyke, similar, in many respects, to that of Shuster ;
but so very ancient, that its cunstruction is attributed by the natives of
the country to Nimrod and Alexander, The cascade, occasioned by

Ll 2 this

*  When visited by Jonas, who was sent thitlior Iy Jeroboam, Kingol o, it was
three day:’ journey in circumference ; and Diodorus Siculus, who has given the dimensions
of Nincveh, says, that it was four hundred and cighty stadia, orforty-seven miles, in
circuit : that it was surrounded by a wall and towers; the former, one hundred feet in
height, and so broad that three chariots might drive on il abrcast; and the latter two

hundred feet high, and amounting in number o fificen hundred.
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this dam, bhas led sowme to imagine it one of the cataracts alluded to in
the campaigns of the Macedonian prince, which are evidently the
waterialls of the Tigris, between Divbekr and Mosul.

There arc two roads from Mosul to Merdin, of which that by
Ishi Mosd and the foot of Mount Masius is the best. It leads
through a well-cultivated country; but being much longer, is less
frequented than the other.  Eski Mosul (old Mosul) is a village
<ituated amidst the ruins of a large town an the Tigris, nine hours
from Afosul. Somewhat further up the river is Jezerat wl Omar,
represcuting the old fortress of Bezabde, and a town of consequence
during the invasion of Timur, by whom it was taken and destroyed.
Contiguous to this is the district of Jebal Tor, or southern extremity
of Mount Masius, remarkably fruitful, and well peopled with Yezi-
diaus, Nestorians, and Jacobites, who have here several convents. The
other road leads from the gates of Musul to the district of Nisibin, a
distance of twenty-four fursungs, or eighty-four miles, through a rich
cauntry, entirely uninhabited; if we cxcept the village of Hagne,
where, on the top of a hill, there is a ruined citadel, which from its
local position I conjecture to be the ancient castle of Ur.

Thivty-four fursungs from Mosul, twelve from Merdin, and, as
nearly as I can guess, about five miles from the foot of AMount Masius,
the attention of the European traveller is attracted by the situation and
singular appearance of the petty villuge of Nisibin, which recals to his

remembrance the cejebrated fortress of Nisibis, which from the time

of
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of Lucullus until the decline of the empire, was regarded by the
Romans as the firmest bulwark of the East. This city, termcd by the
Macedonians Antiochin Migdonia, was taken hy Lucullus from
Tigranes, King of .4rmenia. It stood three memorable sieges against
the Persian king, who by an article in the treaty of Dura was put into
quiet possession of a fortress, which had successfully withstood the
utmost efforts of his arms. Nisibis continued as impregnable in the
hands of the Persians, as it had been in thosc of the Romans. Tt
braved the attacks of successive emperors, baflled the military talents
of Belisarius himself, and only lost its consequence when, after the
final overthrow of the house of Artaxerxes, it fell, together with the
other citics in Mesopotamia, into the power of the Saracens.

The foundations of the walls, and scveral detachcd towers, as
well as part of a church built in honour of St. James, who was
formerly bishop of Nisibis, are still standing. They overlook the little,
but rapid river, Mygdunius, and are approached by a small Ronan
bridge of twelve arches. To the west there is a view of the lofiy
mountains of Sinjar, covered with verdure; aud the prospect to the
North and East is bounded by the ridge of Mount Masius, forming a
vast amphitheatre, at the extremity of which,.in a clear day, mav
be descried the distant turrcts of JMerdin. The adjacent country,
particularly that on the side ol Afosu/, has a pleasing, as well as
flourishing appearance; and the numberless villages which overspread

the
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the plain, being almost wholly built on little conical hills, bear a
striking resemblance to our feudal custles.®

The Archbishop of Merdin presented me with several Grecian and
Roman coins, accompanied by a few other small antiqaes, which he
informed me had been dug out of the ruins, about a year ago, by the

inhabitants of the village. Amongst these were a beautiful head of

Constantine, a Hope, and a Minerva.

The mountains of Sinjar, on which stood the fortress of Sangara,
which was also surrendered to the Persians by the pusillanimous suc-
cessor of Julian, is, I should suppose, about eight or ten miles from
Nisibis. 1 was not able to learn much concerning this mountain, as

it is at present peopled by several tribes of that sect styled Y ezedi,
who

* We lcarn from Gibhon, that Sapor, in onc of his sicges, contrived, by confining
the waters of theriver, to inundute the country immediately under the walls of Niaibi,
=0 thal, hy having recourse to floating batteries, the assamlants were enabled to combat on
equal terms the toops who defended the ramparts.  But as the clevation of the place is
considerably above the level of thic country in its immedinte vicinity, and the Aygdonius
is o very insignificant otream, itis difficult to imagine how this work could lave been
accomplished, even with the wonderful resources which the hing must have had at his
disposal.

t The Yezedi, of which there are a great number in the neighbun;'!:oml of Mosul,
worship, or rather deprecate, the dmvil; for they have an idea that the power which he
possesses over manhind is unlimited.  They even dislihe 1o hear the name of the evil
spitit mentioned in their presence.  They are the descendants of those Arabs who

followed
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who are the mortal enemies of the Turks, and have never been com-
pletely subdued by them. They lic in ambush bechind the rising
grounds which skirt the road between Mosul aud Merdin ; and as
travellers are obliged to pass a lonely wild, twenty fwrsungs in length,
they are liable, if not numerously attended, to be murdered by the<e
miscreants.  Siygar affords abundance of pasturage, and also yiclds a
suflicient quantity of grain for the consumption of its savage inha-
bitants. In A.D. 341, a Dbloody battle was fought ncar this place,
between the Emperor Constantius and Sapor the Second, in which the
former sustained a total defeat, and was diiven by lis victoricus rival
across the Euphrates.

About half-way between Nuihis and Merdin ave the towers and
ramparts of Dara, situated close under the hills; and, with the
exception of Diarbekr, in a more perfect condition than any Roman
fortification which I have scen East of the Euphrates. This city owed
its origin to the Emperor Anatasius, A.D. 505 ; and was taken, after
a siege of nine months, by Chosroes Nushshirvan, A.D. 572% It
still bears the name of Constantine Dara ; and, like Nisibis, has
been on the decline ever since the conquest of the Arabs, in 641.

The

followea the banners of Yezid, and fought against Hoseein, in the battle of Kerbilu ;
and Sheikh Ade, the founder of the sect, is interred near Moswl/.  They wdore one
Suprene Being as the creator and benefactor of the human race, diink wine and other
strong liquors, and circumcise like the Mahomedans. The Turks have an astonishing

aversion for these people, and 1 imagine the hatred is mutual.

Gibbon.
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The term Mesopotamia, correctly speaking, comprises the whole
tract between the two great rivers. It has generally, however, been
only applied to the plain lying betwcen the wall of Macepracta and
Mount Masius, which touching the Zigris on one side and the
Euphrates on the other, changes entircly the nature of the country,
all to the S. E. of it being flat and sandy, and all to the N. W. moun-
tainous and rugged. On the southern side, and not far from the top
of onc of the most lofty mountains of this ridge, is sitaated the city of
Merdin, commanded hy a castle, which crowns the summit of the
rock.®*  Merdin, as may be supposed, is diflicult of access. On the
North side it can only be approached by a narrow pathway, which
winds amidst the rocks and precipices : on the South the road is some-
what better, but still very steep, and about a mile and a half in length.
This is the ancient station of Marde, and yet retains much of the
appearance of a Roman town. Although in so elevated a situation, it
has within itself a plentiful supply of the finest water ; and as the vine
is cultivated with success in the recesses of the mountains, wine and
brandy (arrack) are made by the Armenians in considerable quantities,
The houses are all built of fine hewn stone, and appear to be very old.

The

* 1 visited, during my travels, two otler castles, exactly similar to that at Merdin:
the first at Tocal, the largest and fine-t city in d\ia Ainer, and the other at Ana,ie, the
birih-place of Strabo. Iere I <aw some very extraordinary senlptures cut in the side of
the rock, said 1o be the tombs of the ancient kings of Pontus, who, for some time, held

their court at Amasiv.
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The windows are small, grated with iron; and from the position of
the town on a declivity, added to the narrowness of the streets, the
buildings seem progressively to rise, one on the top of the other. The
population of Merdin amounts to nearly eleven thousand souls, of
which fifteen hundred are Armenians and two hundred Jews: the
remaiuder are Turks, Arabs, and Kurds. The Armenians have here
several churches, and a patriarch, who was educated at Rome: heis a
well-informed man, and highly respected even by the Turks. The
walls of the city are kept in tolerable repair, and a few old pieces of
cannon are mounted on the towers of the castle, which is now in a very
dilapidated state, and has never been completely repaired, since the
place was taken by Timur. Merdin is forty-six fursungs from Mosul
and cighteen from Diarbekr. 1t is the frontier town of the FPashalik
of Bagdad towards Constantinople, and under the government of a
Mussuleem appointed by the Pasha.

As it would be foreign to the object for which this Memoir has
been drawn up, to illustrate the position of every ancient station now
deserted or fallen into decay (a task which has already been so ably
executed by M. I’’Anville), I shall content myself in following the
course of the Euphrates, from the junction with the Khabour to its
mouths, by merely mentioning the most celebrated of those stations,
together with the towns and principal villages at the present moment
inhabited. The first place is Kerkesia, built on an angle formed by
the union of the Kuphrates and Khabour. This is the Roman Circe-

M m sium,
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sium, fortificd by Diocletian, who made it the barrier of the empire,
and where a garrison of six thousand soldiers was usually maintained.
Rave is the only town between Rerkesia and Annah, and consists of
about two hundred stone houses # in the midst of extensive ruins.  On
the opposite side of the river are the remains of a castle, erected on
the summit of a rock. Annah (the Anutho of Ammianus Marcellinus)
is a well-built town, about a mile in length, on the East bank of the
Euplrates, four miles from Rava, and seven days’ journey by a caravan
from Bygdud. This place has, since the rebellion of the late Pusha,
hecome subject to the Sheiih of the Jurbai Arabs, and its c¢nvirons
produce a fuir proportion of dates, corn, and cotton.

Ten hours below Annah, Hadida (the Pombeditha of the ancients)
hoasts of three hundred houses, with a number of fruit-gardens in its
vicinity.  Six hours fromn thence is the village of 4lloos, which has a
bundred and fifty-nine houses : and four bours from the latter is Jube,
which from the patural strength of its situation, in an islaund of the
Luphrates, 1 apprchiend to be the fortress of Zhilutha, impregnable to
the arms of Julian. Juba, in its present state, comprises but four
hundred houses; and the island, which is nearly two miles in Jength,
is tolerably cultivated, and adorned with gardens, intersected with
groves of date and other fruit-trees.

Nine

* It is to be remmbed, that perhaps not above two-thirds, or even half of the

houscs . these villages are inhabited.
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Nine hours from Juba, and twenty-seven from Bagdad, stands
11it, mentioned in history under the names of Is and Aeopolis, as the
place which afforded the bitumen wherewith the walls of Babylon were
built. It occupies the western bank of the river, contains about six
hundred houses, and is surrounded with an old mud wall. A bridge
of boats has been here thrown across the Buphrales, for the accom-
modation of the caravans of Bugdaed and Aleppo. A few hours
below Hit is Meshed, a village of three hundred houses; and next to
Meshed is Felugia,® or Anhar, which, under the appellation of Peris-
ahur, is ranked, in the history of the campaigns of Julian, as the
second city in Assyrie.  An attempt was made at that place to arrest
the progress of the Roman gencral: but it was taken, after a short
sicge of two days. The city was reduced to ashes, and a small palace
has since been erected on its ruins, by Soliman the Great, Pasiue of
Bagdad. The pilgrims going to Kerhele generally cross the river at
this spot; on a bridge of boats. The Jarge and populous town of
Kerbela, or Meshed Hossewn, seven fursungs NoW. of Flilleh, stands
at the extremity of a very noble canal drawn from the Luphrates. This
is the 7 vlogesia + mentioned by the ancient geagraphers as an incon-
siderable place; but since the death of Hossein, the son of Ali, by

Mm 2 Tatima,
*  The battle of ( canza, where the youazer Cyrus lost his lite, was fousht jn the
plain between it and Filugia.

+ Built b Vologese, one of the Parthian kings, cotemporary with Nero and Ves-

rasian.
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Fatima, the daughter of the Prophet, who was slain near, and is
interred at Kerbela, it has increased in magnitude, and become more
known, from the numerous bodies of pilgrims of the sect of Ali, who
continually flock to it from all quarters, but in particular from Persia,
to pay their devotions at the shrine. The environs of the town and
borders of the canal are shaded by extensive plantations of palm-trees;
and the walls, which are upwards of two miles in circumference, have
lately been repaired, to securc the riches of the holy city against the
predatory incursions of the Wahabee, by whom it was plundered some
years ago.* Kerbela has five gates, a well-supplied bovar, and seven
khans or caravanseras ; but the chief, and indced ouly ornaments of
the city, are the tomb of Hossein, which is adorned with a lofty
cupola, gilded by Nadir Shah, and a noble mosque, consecrated to
the memory of Abbas, the half-brother of the Jfmam. Although
Meshed Hossein is subject to the Turks, the majority of the inhabitants
arc Persians; and it has ever been, and still is, a favorite object of
their king, to obtain possession of this place, aswell as of Meshed Al
and Kazameen, 'The canal of Kerbela, or Nuhr Sares, though it now
bears the name of fosseini, is more ancient than the days of Alex-
ander, and is supposcd, at one time, to have been connected with the
Buhr Nijiff.

In

* The progress of this sect appears now 1o be at a stand : few proselytes have been
made for a number of years past, and the most paliry fortification has been found sufficient

to arrest the carcer of their conquests,
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In the Latitude of 32°25" N., and, according to my reckoning,
fifty-four miles from Bagdad, stands the modern town of Klilleh, on
the banks of the Euphrates. It covers a very small portion of the
space occupied by the ancient capital of Assyria, the ruins of which
have excited the curiosity and admiration of the few European tra-
vellers, whom chance or business has conducted to this remote quarter
of the globe, and have been partially described by Benjamin of Tudela,
Beauchamp, and Pietro Della Valle.

Nimrood, afterwards worshipped as a God, under the name of
Belus, is the supposed founder of this great and celebrated city.
Herodotus, however, says nothing of its founder; and only imforms
us, that it was strengthened and adorned by Semiramis and Nicotris,
two of its sovereigns. Many of the most eminent of the ancient
historians have described the wonders of Babylon. Its dimensions are
furnished by Herodotus, S.rabo, Diodorus Siculus, and Pliny, and
the lowest computation will allow three hundred and sixty stadia for
the circuit of its walls ;* or, according to Major Renncl, an area of
seventy-two square miles. This space, although inclosed within the
walls, was not entirely filled with buildings, but like the modern citics
of Bassora, Bugdad, and Ispahan, most probably contained extensive
gardens and even cultivated fields. The city is described by Herodotus

as
* 1lerodotus says four hundred and cighty ; Strabo, three hundred and eighty-five;

Curteus, three hundred and sixty-eight; and Diodorus, from Ctesian, three hundred

and ixty,
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as being of a quadrangular shape, situated in a level plain, and divided
into two equal parts by the Euphrates. The walls, from the most
moderate accounts, would appear to have been seventy-five feet in
height and thirty-two* in breadth : they were built of brick, cemented
with bitumen, and encompassed by a ditch lined with the saine ma-
terials.  One hundred brazen gates, twenty-five in each face, opened
into as many strects, which intersected and cut each other at right
angles, dividing the city into six hundred and twenty-six squares.
Many of the houses werce three or four stories high, and separated
from cach by small comts or gardens. The banks of the Euphrates were
faced with brick, and the inhabitants descended by steps to the water,
through small brass gates fixed in a lofty wall, which ran parallel with
the river. The bridge, by which the two quarters of the city were con-
nected, was five furlongs in length and thirty feet in hreadth. The
stones were joined together with clamps of iron and molten lead; it
was floored with heams of cedar, cypress, and palm-trees, and for art
and curiosity yiclded to none of the works of Semiramis. A palace
was erected at cach end of the bridge, commanding a prospect of the
city; and as the Euphrates flowed from North to South, one of them
stood on the Bast, and the other on the West bank of the river. That
on the West wus surrounded by three walls, and was sixty furlongs,
or seven miles and a half in circumference.  The palaces baving been
completed,

* Herodotus says they were two hundred cubits, or three hundred feet in height,

and seventy-five feet in breadth.
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completed, Semiramis dug a prodigious pond, or lake, into which the
waters of the Euphrates were diverted,* that a vaulted passage wight
be cut under its bed, from one palace to the other.

The temple of Jupiter, or Belus, is differently deseribed by different
authors. Herodotus says it was a square of two stadia, or onc thou-
sand feet, in the middle of which arose an enormous tower, of the solid
depth and height of one stadiwn, and consisting of cight turrets, built
onc ahove the other, and gradually decreasing towards the top.f It
was ascended by a winding staircase on the exterior; and on the
summit stood a chapel, containing a couch, magnificently adorned,
and a golden table. It was bailt, according to Diodorus, of brick
and bitumen, and on its top the statues of Jupiter, Juno, and Rhea,
in beaten gold. That of Jupiter, or Belus, was forty feet in height,
aud stood in an upright posture. Rhea was represented as sitting,
and Juno as standing. Diodorus also mentions the golden table, as
well as many other valuable articles, which he says the Persians sucri-

legiousiy

* There was no great difficulty in turning the course of the Luplirafe:, in a country
where ils banks are above the level of the adjoming pluin; but it is dificult to zuppoee,
tliat its waters should have been confined to e hmits of e art ficiul luke = they must hive
either overflowed the whole of the surrounding country, or Sreed a passage to the <ea.

+ These dimensions appear so disproportionaie, that Yo Ramed, who los dis-
cussed this subjeet with his usaal ability, donbis the autientiaty of de asseition of Hero-
dotus, Ile judiciously observes, that the idea of u perpondiculin vl five hendred feet
in height and as much in length, is ridiculuus ; particalarly wi v . only one side of @

base for a superstructure, that must be supposed Lo bear sowe pivportion to it
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Jigiously carried away. The temple of Belus, agreeably to Strabo, was
a stadium in height, and a stadium square at the base. It was plun-
dered, and partly demolished by Xerxes; and Alexander, anxious to
restore it to its former grandeur, employed ten thousand men, for
two months, in removing the rubbish, when his death put a period
to the undertaking.

The Babylonian empire was subverted by Cyrus, who took the
capital, by turning the course of the Euphrales, and marching his
troops along the bed of the river into the centre of the city, The
walls and temple of Belus are said to have been demolished by Xerxes,
on his return from the Grecian expedition ; but this could not have
been the case, as we find them still standing in the time of Alexander.
After the building of Seleucia and Clesiphon, it became gradually
deserted ; and we learn from St. Jerome that the space within the walls
was converted by the Parthian kings into a royal hunting park, From
this period we cease to hear of Babylon as a city : but notwithstanding
so many ages of barbarism and ignorance have passed away, tra-
dition still continues to identify both its name and situation. The
town of Iilleh is said, by the people of the country, to be built on the
scitc of Bakel; and some gigantic ruins, still to be seen in its
vicinity, are belicved to be the remains of that ancient 1ilclmpolis.

I visited thesc ruins in 1808 ; and my friend Captain Frederick,
whose name I have had frequent occasion to mention in this Memoir,
spent six days in minutely examining cvery thing worthy of attention,

for
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for many miles around Hilleh. 1 shall, therefore, without noticing
the description given by former travellers, state first what was seen by
myself, and afterwards the result of Captain Frederick's inquiries.
The principal ruin, and that which is thought to repre<ent the temple
of Belus, is four miles North of ZZL/leh, and a quarter of a wile from
the East bank of the Ewuphrates. 'This stupendous monument of
antiquity is a huge pyramid, nine hundred paces* in circumfcrence,
and, as nearly as I could guess, about two hundied and twenty feet in
height at the most clevated part. It is an exact quadrangle.  Three of
its faces are still perfect ; but that towards the South has lost more of its
regularity than the others. This pyramid is built entircly of brick$
dried in the sun, cemented in some places with bitumen and regular
layers of reeds, and in others with slime and reeds, which appeared to
me as fresh as if they had only been used a few days before.  Quanti-
ties of furnace-haked hrick were, however, scattered at the foot of the
pyramid : and it is more than probable that it was once faced with the
latter, which have been removed by the natives for the construction of
their houses. The outer edges of the bricks, from being exposed to
N D the

Captain Trederick measured the East and South faces at the top, and found the

former io be one bundred and eighty, and the latler one hundred and ninety paces, at two

feet and a half each pace
+ Al that Captain Frederick saw were cemented with bitumen.  On enfering a

small cavern, however, about twenty feet in depth, 1 found that the buichs in the interior

of the mass werc invariably cemented with slime and layers of reeds at each course.
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the weather, have mouldered away: it is, therefore, only on minute
examination, that the nature of the materials of which it is composed
can be ascertained. 'When viewed from a distance, the ruin hus more
the appearance of a small hill than a building. The ascent is in most
places so gentle, that a person may ride all over it.  Deep ravines have
been sunk by the periodical rains ; and there are numerous long narrow
cavitics, or passuges, which are now the unmolested retreat of jackals,
hyzenas, and other noxious animals. The bricks of which this structure
is built are Jarger, and much inferior to any other I have seen : they
have no inseriptions upon them, and are seldom used by the natives,
on account of their softness.  The name given by the Arabs to this
rnin is Harool and Mareot ; for they believe that, near the foot of the
pyramid, there still exists (although invisible to mankind) a well, in
which those two wicked angels were condemned by the Almighty to he
suspended by the heels until the end of the world, as a punislhment
for their vanity and presumption® M. Della Valle mentions several
smaller mounds, as being situated in the plain in the immediate
vicinity of the pyramid. Captain Frederick and myself looked in vain
for these mounds : we could ouly discern the high bhanks of a canal,
running parallel to the S.W. face of the square, and a pmuud, about

half a wile distant, ¢f which I shall speak hereafter.

On

*  Torthe story of liaroot and Maraot, <ec D'Herbelot, and Richardson's Persian

Dictionary,
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On the opposite side of the river, and ubout six miles S.W, of
Hilleh, a sccond eminence, not quite so large as that just mentioned,
but of greater clevation, would scem to have escaped the observation
of modern travellers ; with the exception of Nicbuhr, hy whom it is
slightly mentioned. It is formed of furnace-baked and sun-dried brichs,
about one foot in diameter, and {rom three to four inches thick.  This
pyramid is styled Nimrood by the Arabs; and on its snmmit are the
remains of a small square towcr, the wall of which is eight feet thick,
and, as nearly as I could guess, about fifty in height. It is buile of
furnace-baked brichs, of a yellowish colour, cemented with slime, but
no 1ceds or hitumen were pereeptible. From this tower theie is a most
extensive view of the windings of the Fuplralcs, through the level
plain of Shinar.  Its banks are lined with villages and orchards, and
here and there a few scattered hamlets in the dosert appeared like spots
on the surface of the ocean. On the top and <ides of the moand I
obscrved several fragments of different colowts, resembling, in ap-
pearance, pieces of misshapen rock. Captain Frederich examined
these curious fragments with much attention, and wos at first inclined
1o think that they were consolidated picces of fallen masonry : bat this
idea was soon Jaid aside, as they were found <o hiird as to vesist iron, in
the manner of any other very hard stone, and the junction of the brichs
was not to be discerned. It is difficult to form a conjecture concerning
these extraovdinary fragments, some of which are six and cight feet in
diameter, as there is no stone of such a quality to be procuied any

mn2 wlhere
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where in the neighbouring country, and we could sce or hear of no
fmilding of which they could form a part. Here, those bricks which
have inscriptions on them, are generally found by the Arabs, who are
constantly employed in digging for them, to build the houses at Zfilleh.
About a hundred and twenty paces from this pyramid 1s another, not
s0 high, but of greater circumference at the base. Bricks are dug in
great quantities from this place ; but none, I believe, with inscriptions.
About one mile and a half’ from Ifillek, on the eastern bank of the
Euphrates, Captain Frederick discovered a longitudinal mound, close
on the cdge of the 1nher; and two miles farther up, in an easterly
dircction, a sccond, mere extensive than the first.  He was given te
understand that the Arabs were in the habits of procuring vast quanti-
ties of burnt brick from this inound, none of which, however, had any
insceriptions.  He perecived, on examination, a wall of red bricks, in
one part even with the surface of the gronnd, and open to the depth
of thinty feet in the mound, the earth having heen moved for the
parpose of procuring the bricks. At another place, not fur distant,
wae the remains of an extensive huilding.  Some of its walls were in
great preservation, ten feet above the surface of the rubbish; and the
foundation, at another part, had not been reached at the depth of
forty-five feet. It was six feet eight inches thick, built of a superjor
Lind of ydlowish brick, {urnace-baked, and cemented, not with
bitamen or yeeds, but lime mixed with sand. A decayed tree, not far
from this spot, was shewn by the country people, as being cocval with

the
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the building itself. Its girth, two feet from the ground, measured
four fect seven inches, and it might be about twenty feet in height @ it
was hollow, and apparently very old.* The great pyramid, first
mentioned, is only about half,” or three-quarters of a mile from this
mound.

Captain Frederick having carefully cxamined cvery mound or
spot, described by the natives as belonging to Babel, endeavoured to
discover if anything remained of the ancient aty wall.  He commenced
by riding five miles down the bank of the viver, and then by following
its windings, sixteen miles + North ol” Lfilleh, on the eastern side.
The western bank was explored with the same minuteness ; but not a
trace of any deep excavation, or any rubbish or mounds (excepting
those already mentioned) were discovered.  Leaving the viver, he
procceded from flillel to a village nwned Karakooli, a distance of
fifteen miles, in a N.W. dircction, without mecting anything worthy
of remark. Hec next rode, ina parallel line, six miles to the West,
and as many to the East of the pyramid of Haroot and Marool, awd

returned

*  Former (ravellers have asserted, that they san a number of very old and wneown-
mon looking trees along the hanks of the inver: hut reither Coptam Trederndk o mya It
saw any but “Ii‘s.t)lll‘; and 1L cettainly differed fivm the other tiees whieh grow wm the
neighbourheod.

+ At the twelith mile he was shewn a heap of 1ed and white burnt brick, ealled Ly
the Arabs the HMumunum, or bath, Tt appeared, hiowever, to be the 1emmns o a peor'ern
building, as the colour and general appearance of the ichs were diffaent feom those w

the neighbouthood of Iefleh.
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returned to Ililleh, disappointed in all his expectations ; for within
a space of twenty-one miles in length and twelve in breadth, he was
unable to discover anything that could admit of a conclusion, that
either a wall or ditch had ever existed within this arew®
The size, situation, and construction of the pyramid of Haroot and
Maroot have led Major Renunel and D’Anville to suppose it to be the
remains of the Temple of Belus. The latter, as we already stated, is
described as being a square of a stadiwm in breadth, and of equal
dimensions at the base, and built of brick cemented with bitumen.
The mass which we now see is an exact quadrangle, which ten feet
within the outer edge of the rubbish measured nine hundred paces, or
two thousand two hundred and fifty feet, cxceeding the circuit of the
base of the Tower of Belus by two hundred and fifty fect: a trifling
excess, when we consider how much it must have increased by the fallings
ruins.  Its elevation, at the S.W. angle, is «till upwards of two hun-
dred fect ; which is very great, considering its autiquity, aud the soft
materials of which it is composed.  Strabo represents the Temple of
Belus as having an exterior coat of burnt brick ; aud, as I have before
said, there is every reason to believe, from the accumulation of pieces
of furnace-baked bricks at the foot of cach face, that this was the case
with the great pyromid to the North of Zéilleh. We are, however,
left in some doubt respecting the situation of the temple. Diodorus
says
* Captain Frederick informed me, that he dedicatcd eight and ten hours each dny

to his inquiries, duving his stay at Zillch.
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says that it stood in the centre of the city : but the text is obscure:
and it may be inferred, that the palace on the LBast bank of the
Euphrates and temple were the same.  If this be the case, we may he
permitied to conjecture, that the Euphrates once pursued a course
different from that which it now follows, and that it fowed between
the pyramid of Zlurool and Marvot and the mound and ruins, already
mentioned as half a milc further to the West,  The present course of
the river would appear to justify this conclusion ; for it bends saddeniy
towards these mounds, and has the appearance oi bhaving formetly
passed between them. Should this conjectmre be admitted, then will
the ruins just mentioned he found (o answer the desciiption given by
the ancients of the materials, size, and situation of the two principal
cdifices in Babylon.  But i not, we shall continue in ignorance cou-
cerning the remains of the palace; for the pyramid of Nonrood is far
too distant from the river and the other ruins, to incline us to suppose
it to have been the royal residence.

From what has already been observed, it must be obvious to the
reader, that there were several kinds of bricks in nse amongst the
Buabylonians, some of which were burnt by fire, and others diited in
the sun.  Of ll.m former there appears to have been four Linds. The
most common are about a foot square, and three inches thick, with a
distich of the characters so common at Persepolis, and similar in
appearance to the barb of an arrow. There are others of the same

size, without :nscriptions upon them, similar in appcarance to those
made
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made in our own country, which are procured in the neighbourhood of
Nimrood tower.  The latter, as well us a small cylindrical brick, more
scarce than any of the others, bave in general also small characters
upon them. The sun-dried bricks are, for the most part, larger and
coarser than those hardencd by fire, and seem to have been only used
for the common purposes.

The town of Ifilleh contains about twelve thousand inhabitants ;
and the two quarters of the city, fronting cach other on opposite banks
of the Luphrales, are connected by a bridge of boats, two hundred
paces in Jength.  The quarter on the West side is the most considerable :
here is an extensive and well-regulated basar, several stately caravanses
ras built of Babylonian brick, and a number of coffee-houses along the
bavks of the river. It is governed by a Zlukeem appointed by the
Pasha of Bagdad. The soil in the vicinity is remarkably fertile, but
quite neglected 5 and were it not for the marshes of Lem/loon, which at
all times interrapt, and for six months in the ycar entirely obstruct
the commerce with Bussora, Idilleh migh become a very ﬁo:lrislling
place. 'The Euphrales widens considerably as it approaches Hilleh :
it is here about two hundred paces in breadth, and in the spring about
forty fect in depth. It is not so rapid as the Zigris; and when low, its
waters are thrown up by mcans of a machine, constructed on the
edge of the bank.  The tides of the Persiun Gulf arc felt twenty or
twenty-five wiles above RKorne; and flat-bottomed vesscls, not ex-

ceeding filty tons burthen, can pass to Hilleh during six months in the

year.
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year. Thesc boats are of a most singular (-ons;tmction. The body, in
shape, resembles a half moon, the ribs and planks are roughly nailed
together, and the outside is covered with naphiéa, or bitumen : there is
no keel, and the rudder, which is formed of a number of spars,
clumsily bound together, is nearly as large as the vessel: the rigging
consists of one mast and a lateen sail.  When proceeding to Bussora,
they float down with the stream; but are tracked, on their return,
against the current.  There is another kind of boat, called a Zufu,
much in use, both on the Euphrates and Zigris. It is perfectly round,
made of wicher-work covered with bitamen, and gencrally about seven

feet in diameter.®
The geographical position of Behylon has heen fully established,
both by Rennel and D’Anville, and we may safely conclude, that it
occupied the situation assigaed to it.  The distance of forty-four miles,
given by Strabo and the Theodosian tables, from Seleucia ; its situation
on the hanks of the Euphrales ; the distance from Js, mentioned by
Herodotus ; the ruins themselves; the unknown characters on the
bricks; the bitumen cement, and the tradition of the natives; all
concur in placing the site of Babylon in the neighbourhood of Iilleh.
Two leagues to the S. E. of the town is the village of Bowrsa,
thought to be the Bowrsippa of Strabo, to which Alexander retired,
o0 when

*  Circular hoats, made of reeds, and in the form of a shield, attracled the attention
of Herodotus: and it is curious to observe, that so little alteration has tahen place in

their construction, during the lapse of so many ages.
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when warned by the Chaldeans not to enter Babylon ; and on the road
to Meshed Al is the tomb of the prophet Ezchicl, where they pretend
to show the ficry furnace of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. It
is a large clumsy building, without heauty or ornament; and like the
tomb of Ezra, on the banks of the Tigris, a short way above Korna,
is much frequented by Jewish pilgrims.

The holy city of Nejiff, or Meshed Ali (the supposed burying
place of the Caliph Ali), is nine fursungs from Llilleh and four miles
from Iiufa, and situate on a hill, at the bottom of which is an artificial
Jake. This city was founded by Alexander the Great, and for a long
time bore the pname of .#levandria,® which was afterwards changed
into that of Hira, when it became the residence of a dynasty of
Arabian princes, who fought under the Parthian banners against the
emperors of Rome. It is also known in history under the general
appellation of Almondari, after the name of Almondar (the Alnon-
darus of Procopius) distinguished in the wars of Nushirwan and
Justinian.  The Christian family of this prince rcigned over the
kingdom of Hira for the space of six hundred years, when the last of

the

* Dr. Vincent is of opimon, in opposition to D'Anville, that ‘Alexandria was on

the other side of the lahe 5 and 1 is worthy of remank, that mounds of rubbish, brick,
and coloured tile, the vsual indications of the former existence of a ¢it } in this country,
may «till be seen in the quarter alluded to by the learned Dean, who does not seem to

have been aware of this circumstance.
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the race was defcated, and put to death, by Caled, the Saracen ge-
neral, A.D. 632. N¢iff" is not so large as Kerbela, but hetter built,
and defended by a good wall, decp ditch, and lofty towers, latcly
renewed, in consequence of their dread of an attack from the Wa-
habee, who extend their ravages to the very gates of the town. The
tomb and mosque of Ali fills an ample space in the middle of the city.
It is an handsome structure, encircled by a high wall, within which it
is death for an infidel to pass, unless in disguise, and under the pro-
tection of the Zmam, who must be sceretly bribed with a large sum.
The dome is light and elegant, and togethier with the tips of the
minarets was gilded, by the order and at the eapence of Nadir Shah,
The governor of Meshed «li is a Turk; but the population, which it is
impossible to estimate, from the constant influx of pilgrims, i+, like that
of Kerhelu, chiefly composed of Persian fanaties. "The environs of
the town are arid and barren, and derive a sombre appearance from
the number of the burying-grounds, which have increased to a great
extent, in consequence of the supersiition of the Sheaks ; for the
relics of almost every person of rank or consequence arve transported,
from the most 1emote parts of Persia, to be interred cither hieve, at
Kerbela, Kazameen, Koo, ov Meshed in Khorassan.  Nejifft was
supplied with water by a subterraneous aqueduct, connected with the
cut of Pallucopas ; hut the Wahabee, in order 1o distress the Gy,
broke down and otherwise destroyed this aqueduct in many places, so
that when I was at Meshed Ali, in August 1808, the inhabitants of the

oo 2 town
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town were reduced to the necessity of bringing their water in sheep
skins, from a distance of threc or four miles. The Pallacopas was
dug by the first of the Babylonian kings, and repaired by the com-
mands of the Macedonian here; bat having, since tle desertion of
Kufu, become ncarly dry, was, about twenty ycars ago, partially
cleaned out, at the expence of the Nahob of Oude, in honour of
whom the Arabs now call it Hindi. It is drawn from the right of the
Euphrates ; and that part of it which still holds water, reaches to
within about five miles of Meshed Adli: the remainder is dry, and
nearly choaked up with sand ; but the traces of the Pallocopas may be
followed from the Bakr Nejiff to the town of Zobeir and the Khore
Abdallah ¥ The Bahr Nejiff, or sea of Nejiff (the Rahimel of
D’Anville), boasts an cqual antiquity with the Peallacopas, and must
have been a work of infinite labour. I passed through the middle of
it, in my way from Samarat to Meshed Ali, and found it dry, with
the exception of a few ravines and channels of water, near which the
poorer classes raise a small quantity of rice and vegetables.

From the hill of Nejif may be descried the site of Kufw, once a
large and populous city, founded by Omar, after the ruin of Clesiphon,
and the residence of the Caliphs, until the vices of the inhabitants

compelled
The Pulluropas was cu* for the purpose of drawing off” the superBuous waters of

the Luphrates, which were first dischurged into a fenny country, aud afterwards, by

sundry secret and subterrancous passages, into the sea. (Arrian.)
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compelled Almanzor to remove the scat of government to Bagdud.
Little is left of Kufa but the mosque, where Ali was assassinated :—
a plain edifice, in the form of a square, with a court in the centre,
surrounded with a cloister.  There is but one entrance, through au
elegant gateway ; and the walls being high, and flanked with hastions,
give it more the appearance of a castle than of a place of worship.
The Mahomedans hold in high vencration the spot on which this
mosque has been built; and to add to its sanctity mn the eyes of the
multitude, their Lmams, or priests, have inveuted many wondertul
stories respecting it. They relate, amongst other fables, that on a
certain day, all the prophets, from Moses to our Saviour, assembled
in divan at this place, to consult with Mahomed on the affairs of the
world, and on the best means of promoting Islamism : and they
exhibit a number of stones, which it is said were erected to comme-
morate the positions where cach of the prophets offered up their suppli-
cations to God, at the conclusion of the consultation. Another of
their traditions is, that the .Z k was built in the centre of the court ;
and the waters of the flood rushed through a Jdurk and narrow aper-
ture, or rather well, discernible immediately under the spou where the
Ark is supposed to have rested. Iossein and Hassan, the sons of
Ali, were parﬂy educated in a subterrancous chamber under the court ;
and in onc of the corners of the cloister is a small room, which they
call the house of Jesus, where I obscrved engraved on a small bleck
of marble, “ Jesus of Nazarcth, King of the Jews and of Jerusalem.”

On



280 GEOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF

On returning to the Euphrales, the first village worthy of notice
is Lemloon® ten miles above the spot where the river is lost in the
marshes of that name. We learn from Sir Huarford Joues, the late
resident of Bugdad, that these marshes have been greatly increased
since 1784+ when the great Soliman Pasha threw a bank across the
river at Delvania, with an intention of turning the course of the
stream into an old channcl, for the purpose of attacking the Alghazyl
Arabs with greater advantage. The obstruction which the Euphrales
met with on this occasion, and the rubbish carried down by the stream,
in conscquence of the dyke giving way, was productive of much
mischief.  The low and unwholesome districts in the vicinity of the
nmarshes of Lemloon, produce, as 1 have before stated, abundance of
rice, and arc peopled by the tribe of Alghazyl, who live in tents, and
in huts made of reeds.  Lemloon is situated something more than half
way bhetween Bussora and Zlillch.  About ninety miles from Meshed
Ali, across the desert, and seven or cight hours’ sail from the southern
extremity of the marshes, stands the town of Samavat (the celestial
city), containing a population of about three hundred Arabs, ruled by
an independent Skeikh, who levics exorbitant contributions on all the

pilgrims

* Between Lemfoon il Niffy at a distance from the viver, is the village of
Ramaleic, seven howrs 8. E. of the latter, witha talerably handsome mosque.
t The marshes in this part of the country are mentioned by most of the ancient

historians,
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‘pilgrims who take this route to the holy cities. To the south of Sama-
vat the banks of the Euphrates are uninhabited, and ecovered with
thick brushwood, as far as the territovies of the powerful tribe of
Montefidge ; where the first village of any consequence is Sukashu,
one day’s sail from Korna. 'This village is situate on the west bank of
the river: it is as large as Samavaf, but much more flourishing ; fur
the Ewphrates, which is navigable, even in the driest season, for boats
of considerable hurthen as far up as this place (where the efteers of the
tide are also felt), enables the inhabitants to carry on a trifling trafiic
with Bussora. Shukashu is a great mart for horses, and is famed for
the richness of the clover raised in its vicinity.

From this village to Korna the Luphrates pursues, with a gentle
current, a meandering course, when mecting the waters of the Tigris,
these strcams combined reccive the name of the Shat-ul-Arah, and
constitute one of the noblest rivers in the East. Korna, which is one
of three Apameas built by Seleucns, in honor of his first wife, Apama,
is situated at the point of a triungle, formed by the confluence of these
two streams. . Apamea, although now dwmdled into a petty town,
was formerly a place of consequence. The position is admirable, and
was recommended by General Malcolm, as worthy of the attention of
the Marquis Welleslcy, when that enlightened statesman was Governor
General of Indie. An impregnable foriress might here he erceted, at

a very trifling expence, which would completely command the naviga-

tion
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tion of both rivers, repress the turbulent and licentious disposition of
the neighbouring Arabs, and, in a word, give complete command to
its possessors of all the countrics between Bagdad and Bussvra. The
channels of the Zigris and Euphrates arve so decp, that a small ship of
war might anchor close to the works; and a canal cut across the base
of the triangle, from one river to the other, would render any other
fortification unnecessary.

The banks of the Zigris, from Tauke Kesra to Korna, cannot
boast of a single village, or ceven labitation; with the exception
of Koof, a miscrable place, containing forty or fifty mud huts. The
city of Jlasith, repeatedly spohen of in the Arabian historics, is ne
longer a place of any cousequence: it stands on the banks of the
Hye, or great canal.  From Korna to the neighbourhood of Bussora,
there is little or no cultivation: but from thence, the country bordering
on the banks of the river is covered with plantations of date-trees,
which continue, without isterruption, almost to the mouth of the
Shat-ul-Arah.

The city of Bussora, or, more correctly speaking, Basra, was
founded by Omar, A.D. 636, and so happily placed, that in the space
of a few years it became one of the largest and most flourishing cities
of Arabin. 1t s situated in Latitude 31° 30° N., on the western
bank of the Shal-ul-Arah, and seventy miles from the mouth of that
noble stream, whichi is navigable as far up as the city for ships of five

hundred
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hundred tons burthen. The circuit of the walls of Bussora, which
are kept in a tolerable state of repair, is, at the very lowest computa-
tion, seven miles. They are washed by the waters of the Shal-nl-
Arab, and the adjacent plain is so little elevated, that it is sometimes
completely under water, the city remaining, as it were, an island in
the middlc of a lake. Qf the vast area within the walls, the greater
proportion is taken up with gardens and plantations of palm-trees,
intersected by a number of little canals, cleared twice a day, on the
ebb and the flow of the tide, which rises nine feet perpendicular. The
largest of thesc canals is continually crowded with small vessels, and
approaches the English factory and the palace of the AMussaleem, which
are situated abount two miles from the river.  Bussora is, without any
exception, the most filthy town I ever heheld : the streets are exceedingly
narrow ; and the stench of the privies, which are every where exposed
to view, is intolerable. The houses areymeanly built, partly of sun
dricd and partly of burnt brick ; and the bawars, although stocked
with the richest merchandize, are miscrable structurcs, not arched, as
we find them in Bagdad and the cities of Persic, but covered with
mats laid on rafters of date-trees, which hardly afford protection from
the scorching rays of the sun. The city has five- gates, Lhans and
coffee-houses without number, a wretched Jwmmum, and of upwards
of forty mosques only one worthy of the name. The sero/ of the
Mussaleem, a mosque, and the English factory, are the only decent

buildings in Bussora. They are all contiguous to each other; and the
PP last
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last was chiefly built by Mr. Manesty, the British resident, who for
thirty years maintained unsullied the dignity and honor of his country,
and whose urbanity and abilities acquired him more real influence in
the city and the ncighbourhood, than was possessed even by the Pasha
of Bagdud. The population of Bussora amounts, I should suppose,
to about sixty thousand souls, and is composed of an heterogeneous
mixturc of ncarly every nation in the ZLast : Turks, Arabs, Indians,
Persians, Armenians, Jacobites, aud Jews, The Arabs, however,
constitute the majority of the community, and the number of the Turks,
considering that they are masters of the town, is small.  Almost every
inhabitant of Bussore is, in some way or other, concerned in trade;
and as this city is the grand emporium for all the Indian commodities
sent into the Turkish empire, its commerce, it must be presunied, is
very considerable. On an average, three or four English ships, of
about four hundred tons hurthen, arrive in the course of the year from
Caleutta : but the chief part of the traffic is carricd on in Arabian
bottoms ; and the merchants of Muscaf now possess some of the finest
vessels that navigate the Indian Seas. The returns of DBussora, for
the produce of our domivions in indostan, ave principally bullion,
pearls, dates, copper, raw-silk, horses, and gall-nuts. ~ The Turkish
fleet, which in former times was sufficiently strong to suppress the
power of the pirates who continually infest the Persian Gulf, is now
reduced to ten or tweve rotten hulks, incapable of moving out of the
river; and the diguified office of Caplain Pasha, then held imme-

diately
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diately under the Porte, is regarded as one of the most insiguificant
appointments of the Pasha of Bagdad.

DBussore was conquered by the Turks, in 1668, and since that
period has witnessed many revolutions.  After a sicge of eight months,
it was taken by the Persians, under Sadick Khan, in 1777. This
prince held it about a year, when aspiring to the throne of Peria, on
the death of his brother, IKerim Khan, he evacuated the city, and retired
with his troops to Shiraw=, where he was shortly afterwards put to
death. The Turks were again deprived of Bussora, in 1787, by the
Sheikh of the Montefidge Arabs: bhut the town was soon 1ecovered by
Solyman Pasha, who, in the October following, cncountered the Skeifkh,
on the banks of the Euphrates, and put him to flight. The #ussaleem
or governor, has ever since been sent from Bugdad, and is in general
an officer of high rank. The country adjoining the town, besides rice,
wheat, barley, and five kinds of dates, viclds various sorts of fruits
and vegetables. Amongst the former we have apricots, apples, figs,
olives, pomegranates, and grapes, and of the latter, cabbage, brocoli,
lettuce, onions, peas, beahs, and traflles, in vast goantities.  There are
whole ficlds of roses, which the inhabitants cultivate for the purposes of
distillation, the essence and water made fiom these being here articles
of trade; and the licorice-plant, which is so common to the plains
of Persia, grows amnidst the date groves on the borders of the river.
About ten miles west of the city is a town, called Zokeir, situated on
the dry canal of the Djurre Zade, supposed to be the former bed of

rp2 the
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the Euphrates. It is by some said to be the ancient Basra, and derives
its present name from Zoheir, who was defeated and slain in the Battle
of the Camel, fought near this place.

The combined stream of the Shal-ul-Aral is generally believed to
enter the Persiun Gulf by a variety of mouths: but this idea is
erroneous ; and 1 trust 1 shall be able to prove, that this noble river
has, atthis mowent, but one mouth, and, in all probability, never had
any other. The mistake has, I apprchend, principally arisen from the
remarks of navigators, who, ignorant of the existence, and, conse-
quently, of the courses of the rivers of Susianna, and observing seven
channels issuing from the Delta into the sea, at no great distance from
each other, naturally concluded that they were so many derivations of
the Shat-ul- Arab, the only stream with which they were aequainted.
These channels, or as they are more commonly termed, khores, will be
found, on an inspection of Mr. Cluer’s churt, proceeding from West to
East, in the following order: Cossisa Bouny, Bamishere, Karoon,
iSehrge, Mohilla, Goban, and Deria Bona. Now as the Bamishere
is next in succession, as well as next in magnitude, to the Cossisa
Bouny, ov Shat-ul-Arab, if I can make it appear that this channel, so
far from being a branch of it, is not, in the mest trifling degree,
augmented by the waters of the latter, it is evident that none of the
others can ; for the cut of the Hafur is the only means of communi-
cation. The truth is, that the Bamishere is.the maip stream of the
Karoon: and to point out this in a still elearer light, it will be

necessary
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necessary to repeat what I have formerly stated, in my description of
Kuzistan, regarding that river. The Kargon, after its conflucnce with
the Abzal, at Bundikeel, and before its first separaiion, contains, in
wy opinion, a greater body of waters than cither the Euwphrates or
Tigris, scparately considered. On its arrival at Sab/e, a ruined village,
thirty miles East of Bussora, it disunites; and the largest division,
taking the name of Hafur, after a course of fourteen or fiftecn miles,
again separates. The greater proportion of the waters cottinuing
their course in an obligue direction to the East, constitute the DBamui-
shere, and the remainder enter the Shal-wi-.4rab, through an artificial
cut three miles in length. This artificial cut, I must once more de-
clare, is the only communication which the Skat-ul-Aral has with
the six eastern channels ; and as the waters of the Kuroon constantly
flow through it into that river, not those of the Shat-ul-Arul into the
Karoon, it is plain that neither the Bumishere, nor the other khores,
are derived from the combined stream of the Euphrates and Tigris,
which, on approaching the Gulf, receives the name of the Cossisa
Bouny.

The five remaining channels are formed of the ramifications of
the first division of the Karoon, which quitting the main strcam of
the Sabla, pursues an eastetly course towards the Delta of Geban ;
and by the principal branch of the Jerahi, dom; which the Chab
Sheikh nsually gonducted his piratical fleet into the Gulph.  The Bami-
shere, previous to the period when Sheikh Solyman erected his bund at

Sabla,
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Sabla, was the channel generally navigated by ships bound to .Bz'wsora\.
They passed through the £Zafar cut, which is at least a hundred and
fifty yavds in breadth, and at high water sufliciently deep to admit a
vessel of any size.

It was, without doubt, the opinion of Arrian and Strabo, that
the Euphrates formerly reached the sea by a separate channel, after-
wards obstructed, and diverted by the citizens of Orchoe; and this
system has been adopted by D’Anville, in his Mdémoire sur I Euphrate
et le 73;:;';':’. But Dr. Vincent conceives the idea to be erroneous, and
has endeavoured to shew that the canal of Pallacopas, passing within
a short distance of the city of Orchoe, and cutering the Gulph in the
Khore Abdallah, was mistaken by the ancients for a mouth of the
Luphrates.

The island, or delta, between the Shat-ul-Aral and the Bami- |
skere (the ancient Mesene), was formerly included in the Pashalick of
Bogdud ; but having been conguered by Sheikh Solyman from the
.Tm'ke., lLias remained in the possession of his successors. It is a low
and fertile tract. The northern parts of it, towards the Ilufur, arc
intersected by a number of canals, and is in a tolerable state of culti-
vation. Extensive ruins are visible in many places, and the l;orders of
the Shat-ul-Arab, as far down as Chubda, are covered with date-trees.*

That

* 1 was encamped! for six months on the banks of the Karoon and Hafar, and
eonsequently had many opportunities of acquiring information concerning the rivers in

this part of the country.
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That portion of the Pashalick of DBagdad beyond the Tigris
comprehends almost the whole of ancient Assyria Proper, and is now
denominated the Lower Kurdistan : it cxtends from Armenia and the
territories of the chief of Julwmerick to the district of Mendeli, which
is its frontier towards Ku~islan. Surrounded, on the North and East,
by lofty mountains, from which flow several great rivers and a vast
number of lesser streams, this tract of country, aml particularly that
part of it North of the Lillle Zab, has heen in every age a rich and
productive province ; and it still continues to supply Begdud, Mosul,
and the other citics, with corn, cattle, chicese, butter, dried fruits,
and almost every other kind of provision.  The country North of Zooz
Khoorma, a small town, forty-five leagues from Bagdad, on the road
to Mosu/, has a flourishing and picturesque appearance, heing covered
with towns, villages, and garden. of fruit-trees, and is in a murh
more improved statc of cultivation than any other district which I
have seen in this quarter of the world. That part of the province to
the S.E. of Tooz-Ahoorma is essentially diflerent : the heat is more
intense, and the soil more sandy; consequentiy less productive, and
not so well peopled.  The cultivation here, as in the Jezwre, is con-
fined to the environs of the villages, which are-thinly scattered over
the surface of a naked plain. The province is divided into the districts
of Solymania, Kerkook, Erbille, Lmadea, Shakre-van, Zokawh, Didri,
and Mendeli, each of which has a separate Jakem, or governor.
But he who resides at Solymania rules over the greatest portion of

territory;
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terri;(lry; and as he must, by birth, be a Kurd, usaally assumes the
title of Pasha of Kurdistan. Amadia pays no tribute to the Pasha of
Bagdad, and is but nominally dependant on him.

The largest rivers in this province arc the Diala, Great Zab,
Little Zab, and Odorneh. The Diala, mentioned in history by the
names of Delos and Arhba, rises in the mountains behind Solymania,
and taking a southerly course, receives the tribute of a vast number of
smaller streams; and, about six or seven miles to the North of Kuxi{
Rvohat, it unites with another river, almost equal in size, which has
its source at the foot of the pass of Kurren. The Diala, now become
a. fine river, still continues its course to the South, and enters the
Tigris about five miles above Tauke Kesra. During the summer it is
fordable at Bakooba, .nine leagues from Bagdad, on the road to Ker-
manshaw, and is near a hundred and fifty yards wide, at the place
where a bridge of boatssis thrown across it, for the convenience of
travellers, just before it approaches the Zigwiés. The sources of the
Great Zab (which is the Zabatus of Xenophon aud Lycus of Ptolemy)
are in the sgme range of Hills, and contiguous to those of the Diala,
It at ficst pursues a northerly course, when meeting with a small
strcam, which comes from the district of 4lhak, it proeeeds to the
westward; unites with the Hoakiar, or river of Julamerick, and then
flowing in a 8. W. direction, forms a junction with the Hazir Su
(ancient Bumadus), and disembegues into the Tigris at Toprukala,
fourteen fursungs below Mosul. The Great Zab, between Mosul and

Erbille,



