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the sea-shore. Bctw('('n R"r('I·k and !IIillo" there is no scarcity of 

eitllcr forage or waleI' ; ,mil the coast mad, from the latilT to 11uml,· /· 

AMus, tillS a numuer of villages, and a good bllpply of water. 

Lieutenant Pottillgcr, of the Uomoay Estahlishment, (Iuitt('ti 

NlJosllky, in Northern Afl·krrlll, on thc 2;)tll March 1810 ; alld liner 

a most fatiguing and ha7.anlous jollrlley , ilrrired at llq;ml, in .J.Vurmrlll

s/lcer, the fron t icr tli ~ lrict of K r:rmml to tIlt' E., all the 2:hl of April. 

He quitted Rega/t on thc 2Bth of tllc ~a lllc month, and !ra\ elled 

twenty-nille miles, through a thick jung le' , to a I> mall fort, naillI'd 

B OO1:iU. From lienee he proceeded to thc fort of .• Y u/j('emll/md i and 

from this place tra" ellf' d loo ixlecn milcF, tlH ough il ft"rlill~ aud well

cultivatell ('Ollllt .. y, It) J lfI/lallc, another fnrt. l:rolll ,JIII/wlte he 

tra\elled forty -four milt,s to the cit y of lJumm, fur Ih(' g reater !;art of 

the journcy o\'er a bare plain, without water or ,'cgl·talion . The 

district of NII'I'lIWlIs/lcer , according 10 Mr. PoUinger, is ill length noout 

ninety miles, and in breadth from thirty to eighly. It is hounded on 

the N. ami S. by a rangc of mountains : those 10 the S. IJejug 1I111<·h 

higher, and cm'crcd with snow during thc grt'utcr part uf tire year. 

The soil is fertile', thc district populous anti II"dl wa tered hy loot l"ellin .. 

from the mountains, and tllc climate hot in the plain, bu t coltl ill the 

mountains. Thc Afghans were expelled from tlli .. district, altOllt ciallt 

years ago, lty the Persians, who invited different trjbe~ of B" foudl cs 

to occupy the dcscrted villages. Regan is n ncat little tOWlI, sur

rounded by a mud wall, within which the cattlc of the inhabitanf'; arc 

c c 2 tlriren 
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driv('n every night for protection. The fort i ~ quadrangular, the wall" 

high and in goou T<'p'lir, and flanked with bal>liul}": and there i ... but 

olle gate, over "hich a guard is cOII:.lantly kCI,t, to prevent the cn· 

trance of r.lrangers; for it is necessary to takc ('velY precdut;on aga;ll5t 

tire Dalouchcs of I1f11lJ1orc and Sur/IUd, who nlllke predafory illcur~ 

sions iuju l!lluI"IJIlws/wer. K 1'ouk, the capital of Nurmam..Jwer, and 

residence of Rushccd Khan, the governor, is built in the s.1.me stile 

as Regan, but larger, and surrounded by a dct,p ditch. 

Tile cily of BIIIIIIJJ was, until the expulsion of die Afghans, 

con~i(lcrcd a., dH' fmuliel' town of P ersia in this quarter. ]t is 

strougl), fortified Ily a high 1111111 Willi, tlauketl with towers, surrounded 

Ily a Lro:uJ :1I1d dcep ury uiteh, lias but DOC gate, and a Lm;llr tolcrably 

supplil'd with dates, mill" and fmil. The city, of lah~ years, has 

g.liucd mudl celebrity, as the last rcfug(' of the bra\·c, but untortullate 

Lutf Ali Khan, the la;: t of the royal family of Zuud, and the UIl~UC~ 

ct'ssful riv:11 of Aga .I\lahollled Khan. The ~pot on which he was 

seized, wl,il~t in the act of mountiug hi~ hor~c, is marked I,y a 

ryr.ll1lid, forllled, /'y the ordcr of hh cruel conqueror, of the skulls 

of the mil"" faithful of his adhcrcnt'i. The ruin"- of BII/llm t c~tify 

III at it was formerly of much greater extent limn it l!o at prcsent. The 

fouutaim are said to havf' IhnnVIl wlitel' 10 an amazing height , and 

tlte g;]/'(lcll~, which ;'lIvear to iI.we hcell walled in, and adoruC{~ with 

d egaIlt SUIliJIlCI'-hoUSl'S, Jlroducc the Dlost delicious pomrgrauates. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Pottinger took his departure from B "mm 011 the ~9th of 

April, and travelled forty.four miles, to a village named S!l1i:i,lfall, 

eight flIi\('s S,E. by E, of the town of 'ii'/II'oot. The road was good; 

but the last twenty.cight miil's aBurded no water. On the 30th he 

marched twch'c milcs OI'C" a bare plain, sc\'(' n ncros!> the bed of a ril'e. 

nearly dry, alld tCII llCrm1> a )llain d C1> titute uf waler; making, ill all, 

twenty-nine miles. Hc haltetl at the foot of II lony rallgc of moUl)· 

{ains, twellty.two miles E. by S. of a town named BO!l/III, On '!Ie 

1st of May he continued his journey fol' twellty-{·ight milcs, through 

a de!>oil.ltc and barrf'1l (,ountry. The mountains II'l' re dow to the road 

Oil each side, and at the si.'l:tcclIth wile he found w'lte r. 011 tile ~d 

of 1\1 .. )' hc marched from fi,'(' in tlit· lllorniuJ:;' unti l uillc at I:ight, a 

uistnnce of thirty~one miles, lUlU hait('d fUllr wiles heyond a. town, 

namcd Jltuhim. This is a "cry pretty little tOI\ n, alill li"(' 1i:/trOlJl 

and R0!llm, surrounded oy IlUmCl'IIlIS garJ{'lI' . H i ~ ')ituall·c\ twenty

fOllr mil~;; E. by S. ! S. of K el'ma1l, :\lld i~ the place WillTC tile cattle 

belonging 10 the governol' of the I'rul'iJlcf' is u~lIaJly J.ept. 011 Ihe 3d 

of Mily he reached the city of K erman, aftcr i . Ill, .. ·d] of tweilly 

miles, m'cr a pl:tin encircled by Ul(lUJllaill', :Iud iute/,1> pcr.,ctl wit II 

"iIlages lUul gardens. 

Kermun, br as it is !>OOlc tUllCS called, ~"'{'f'j{/Il (Ihe :ul{.icnt Uo-. 

mal/a), equalled at Olll period the proude!>t cities of tit{· ellJpil'e, allli 

ils situation, in (he direct road from the 1I0rihel'll prol'ioc('s of P/'rsifl 

and lJockbara 10 Gomheroou, tLen tLe great ClllllOl'iutlt (If the Indian 

tl'ad(" 
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trade, contributed to the increase of its opulcnc{' and prosperity. It 

has experienced, IlOwc\"cr, the reverses of fortuoe: been exposed 

to l!estruct;\"C lI'~lr~. domestic ami foreig n, :md r('pcatc/lly plundered 

by an {'xa ~pc l'atcd a011 liccnlious 'lnlly. Though r{'(lueed to the 

lltlllo~t dis tt·(>,,~ , it W:l" ,Irf(,nllf"ll, willi the most hemic couril!{f'. 

for sen'ral month", III 1704, by Lutf Ali Khan, until it was betrayed 

;lIto the hand:. of his riml , Aga Mahomed Khan, by Nujuf Kooly 

Khull, one of hi~ treacherous adllcrcnts. The city was abandollcd 

for ncar)y tilrI."C month s tu the rnpacity of tile soldier!!, the walls and 

.. uhlie Imil/ling,,> were icvcllctl with the ground, "ast num!Jcrs of the 

inllabitallts were I'ut to death, :llld IIIirty thousand of tllem were exiled 

into the J ist;lOt pl"Ovillc(, ~ of thc empire, K erman has not yet, and it is 

pro\).lhlc nevcr will rcco\'cr from the effects of this dreadful calamity. 

TIll' present fortifica tions cnclo!;c but a smaIl portion of the audent city, .. 

nilich il> (ltlite !'!' ~(,I'I(,II, mill ill a mOM ruino"" condition. It is situated 

011 the w('~tern l> idc of an cxt clI"i,'c plain, so do~e to the moulltaiu l>, a~ 

to be complctdy eOllunnndc£i 1.ty twu of t1H'JlI , The walls arc hig h and 

built of mud , with ninetecll or twenty positions in each face, and a dry 

di tch, twenty yard~ wide and tcn dcl'p. There arc foUl' gatc~ , and the 

A rk, or cit:uh'l, where 111(' glJ"Cl'l l{l l' I'esillcs, j,. 011 the South side of 

the fort. ThC' Plll,ubtiou i ~ now not mOl'C' tlllln twenty thousand ~oujs . 

of wIlLe" a 1>lIIa/l jJropnrtill!l arc Guchrl'l> ; thcre arc also Armenians, 

JC\" ~ , alltl Himloos ill the place. The trade of K erm(1n is still very 

considerable, and it is celebrated for its manufactures of shawls, 

matchlocks, 
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Illatchlocks, and carpets, which th('y chicfly cxport to Khllm.\.~(1lI ami 

the north('rn provinces, reccl\lllg ill retllm drugs, ~l..in ... (fwlIIlJfJcI,. 

ham), fun" r.ilk, sled, and copper. Thc'ic articlcs, a'i well as Ill :.· 

tachio-Iluts, carpelS, rose_buds for prc~('rvcs, and bullion , they r.cnd 

to I uain: and import hum hence tin, katl , ilOlJ, c1lint z, wrought 

silk , spices, indigo, nm:.lill, J..hecml..hoh, gold brocade, china alld 

glass-ware, broad-cloth, hardware, &c. The INn.ar h well bupplicd 

with articles of c\'cry dcscri ption , and ill olle part Ileatly arched witlt 

it fine blue stone, proeur<'d in tll<' a<ljoilJing mOUltlaim. Thcn m (' 

nin(' (""rm lmISl'r".~ willoin Ihl' wall:., and numbers of infl'l ior ones, IJUd, 

within antI without 

I n determining the position of /\(' )"1IIIm, 1 h:n'e ntlopi('{1 till' 

Latitude of 29° 30 N ., a!-o gil'clI in the tahle:. vI' ;\fa~(' I" · a -dl'(· n Will 

Uleg beg. Thc Longituuc has bcen fixl'd 1'1'0111 Ihl' jOlll"nah of Mr. 

Pottingcr. M. Robio, and !,c\'cr.tl other cl"us'> routcs lJy nati\'c~. 

1\lr. Pottinger quitted Kermun 011 the 25tll of May, anu on the 

5th of .June r('ached Sltirmtz, the distance l.ctw('cn fll('Sc 1\\'11 (;i l ic"'> 

"being c!,timated lJy l ,im at tlJl'('c huudred and nilli'ty null s. Fill" tht' 

fir~ t onc hunured milf"S of thi .. TOute he fuuuu the countl)' to COIl <; I~t 

of ie,'cI, and, ~n gcneral, uncultivalc(1 tTach. It afterward" IJn .,lIl1e 

more divcl"i>ificd wit h mountains, which rnnning in !-ohort r.tI1gl' :., 

separate the plains from each other. 11]('y arc scJuom UlOlC th'lII "ix 

or sevcn miles hrcmd, hut often of a (;on'iiucrahlc length. There lire 

two or three populous villages on the road ; and tile town, ca liI'll 

SIIf:hr 
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SIuda' Babic, or Babies city, tillS already bren mentioned, ns lying 

C(lually distant frnUl .hermall, 11-:'(/, and SlIirllu":.. 

1\lunsicur Robio, a Fr<'nch gentleman, tr:welled III 1809 from 

rN/::' to H .Cl'lI/fllI, a dil>t.mc{' of sel'cnly-three leagues, through a flnt 

,IUd desert cotlutrr, jlltt~I'scctcd by mountains, which alford a trilling 

quantity of brackish water to the inhahitants of n few straggling 

Yillagcs, wllO culti"atc a small quantity of dry graiu, in the immediate 

neighbourhood of their habitations. I IIll\'c also in my possession tbe 

journal of a natil'c, who latC'ly travelled from Kerman to BUilder 

Abhas, or Gomhcrooll, il distance. ncconJing to his estimation, of 

one hundred amI sc\'Cnly-sC\'Cll fursu1tgs. For the fir~t lifty-seven 

/Ilr~'/(ligs lie dcscriucs the soil a~ saud)" watered ~y ca nals, and !Jetter 

l)copicd alltl cIlltivatcd than tilC other parts of A ("·II1(m. At a place , 
eal1cd D,wt 11wglllt it was necessary to u$eend a stecp pass, and from 

hencc the coulltry becamc rugged ,tlul mountainous, affording good 

jJast ur:lgc, ancl partiil ily culti,·a/ed. Hc crol:.scd two rivers in Lis 

route: aile at a tOI'a/'Wlser", (Inc llUlUlrecl ami eightcen jilrsungs 

froUl K alllflll; uncI the other l.lt 11 largc 10WIl, n3Ul<>U SII!lmltl!mcl, 

Jiftecn/ul'Mlllgs further in advance. Tllis tOWIi is ~ituatcd at tile foot 

of a IK1sS on the banks of a fine T'i\'cr, and surrounded with gardens 

ami culti\'atcd laud s. A II'I'C grows in the "icillity, which produces a 

fruit, I'e.',cmbling 1Il fl ilrour tllc (Juincc, IJUt ill appearance the (.'Off'cc_ 

berry. At a pluLc c"IIN) B"g'" Guh/w', thirty-eight fursungs from 

Ell/uier ALbus, he clltcn'd the GUI"IIIUSeCr, or warm climate; and the 

rand 
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road continued, for "the remainder of tilt' journey, throug,h a Mindy 

plain, impregnated with salt. 

The town of Rumler Abbas, or GomiJeroolt (the nncient JIll /, -

7JlOzia). is situated in a barren country, in a bay of the (;u{( of 

Or1l!1t%. It is sl:Ihjeet to the Imam of JJfud:ut, and fortiliell wilh 

double walk Tbis was, at OIlC time, the fir1>t sell-port in P"" ~'i(J, ll1Hl 

is stiU a placc of considerable trade. ,he custom!! umount to Iwerlly 

thousand rupees a year ; for whidl, llnd tile triLutc of A/in/til, the 

/mmn accountli to the king of Persia. I~ollgijudc sao h?' E. Laiitulle 

ZjD 18' N. Tile fort of Alillav is situated partly on a Ilill, and is 

divided into tire upper, centre, nud lower fort s. Tile tOWII j,~ large, 

and tile houses built in :l much more commodWth lII'lIlIler thun any 

Captaiu Crant had Illet with during Iris journey. Close to lire furt a 

small ri,'er breaks through the hills, and forms a p.ISS from tlw l':r st

ward. This river, to!,"Ctirer with the canal!> made to difJhse it ~ water", 

serfC as ditcbes to thc fort. The courrtry for fill'ty-6\'e Jlliles round 

MiliaJJ is coyered with villages, abounds in dlltc1>, ;lIul supplies 0111 lire 

neighbouring country with Arain. Vomge is so plentiful , th'lt the 

cattle of the adjoining districts arc scot in great llU,1I\Lt: I'~ to fel' (1 there 

during the bot ~50n .• 

COIjllain Grant's JouruoJ. 

"d 
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AfJ:l\R,4K(lhc nnci£'nt Grdro8ia) ('xicnd" along the Indian Oceml, 

from Cnpe .T(I~ 1. to the Lortiers of &ind, which bounds it on the East: 

mr till' 'Vt· ... t llud N. 'V. it lIa .. Kerman; and au the North, Seillian 

and /irQ/ay'e. All'x,lIldl'l' the Great, after hi~ conquests in Illdin, 

I(' tumed thl'Ough lhi~ province; and the sufferings of hi~ army, from 

want of water and 111'O\'i"ion<;, gi\'es U~ a most disadyantageQus idea 

of the countr,-, which has been represented as unfcrtilc and foil of 

deS('1 (s. TIle peoille who Iin~d upon the eoru,t l1ad the name 0"£ 

I,·htlt!l0phngi, or f(,ctl ers on li ~h ; thc skim. of the largest ~cn'ing them 

ll~ c1oathiug, whil~t the I il" eonlrihuted toward!'> the COJl&truction of 

tht·ir hauitation..... A long range of mountains, running from West 

;0 East, !'Ot'pamtcs the 1JOl't1wrn from thc southcrn parts of lIJeknl'll, 

TiI(' northern di\'ision is at present Lnown Ly the name of Ba/ou('!t;slall; 

and to the East is 11 small illdcpcnd<.>nt state, called Lru. My unfor· 

tun:ltc fri end, Captain Grant, tral'('r~('d the Wl'st('rQ part of this 

country, 

• Atrian ~lIys (1,.,j (hp fi~hfrmCII on tl,e toa<l of C(dro.;,j li"cd in small hUt5, whoMl 

.. ~II" M er(' ('omr(.o'of'{1 "f """,·l'cll. Ilil('(1 upon ",~cl. otlier, and tlie roof .. of litih bonu, tIn 

bJ' k hones Icn ing in~lcad of rafll"~' 
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country, in 1809, from Guatlar to Glpe Jask, having llrocccdcd to 

the northward as far as BUI/pore. From the report of this cxcdlent alld 

enterprising officer, it appears that the middle parts arc entirely moun

tainou!>, diversified with valleys and plains, somc of lrhich are exceed

ingly ff'rtile ami others arid. The moulltains .. run parallel with the 

coast, seldom further distant than eight 01' tcn miles ; CXCI'pt ilt ClIpe 

Jask and CllObm', wherc they approach al\llo~t the l'dge of the &('11, 

The greatest elevation of tJlis cltain is at Sttrklt. wll(' I'(' thc ,.fre;!(II!. 

that rise on the South side Bow towards the JIII/iull Oceall, 01111 tho~c 

wbich have their soun'c Oil tIle North side to thc Pc,'sifllt Gulf. The 

level plain between the se.1 and the !lith, produces almodanee of 

pasturage. Here Captaill Grant oU1<>en'cd numerous f1o<:k ~ of 1<>heep 

aud camels; .aml during' the ",IJOle uf lIi ~ jOlll'lley, ollly OIlCC 

experienced a scarcity of water, fur the 1>hurt di 1>lauec of forty mik~ 

between Zeraween and ScreeI.-. The crops of that part of }fckl'lII' 

"isited by this gentleman t'lltirely dCIJend upon tilC' periudical I'ain", 

which commcnce in !\Tovt'UlLcr. alld conlilllic tlu't'e or fuur JII0llth~, 

The producc is nce, dates, whcal. barlcy, jQurct', und COUOll, Thl' 

lI:lfYCSt of the dry grain is in the CIlI\ of March ()~' hl'giuuiug or April , 

and that of .ricc in Septciliber. Captaiu Grant .. cilium, I" 'ell ill lh~' 

most unfrelluclIted route of A/rkl'(tII, llIatl ..: a llIardl, without III l,('titlJ{ 

onc or two flocks of goats and sheep, ulllou!lting to frolll OIlC to tWII 

Imndred each, In the low country he fre/ltl clltly cncouutel'cd 1I1'0\'c, (If 

two OJ' three hundred camels, and ~;tlV ill,Ji"idual1> possc!>scd of :t 

D d 2 thou<;ant! 
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i'ilOusantl bead. Oxen arc used in agriculture, nnd the horses are 

more Cl'lUllrkllbJe for Ulcir lJardiness than beauty. The towns and 

"iIIages, most of whidl /Ire surrounded wjtL a few palm-trees, seldom 

experience <lily want of water, which is comDlonly supplied from ,,~JJ$, 

:uul consist of miserabJe mud hut!>, defended by a mud fort. 

The popubtion of ftl~kratl is formed of many diB'crent tribes and 

independent chicfs~ of wbich the Ba\oucbes are the most numcton_ : 

n lUiJdle sized race of men, spare, muscular, aud active, and armed 

with a m<tlchlo(;k, sword, shield, and dagger. TIle common language 

Hf tile country i ~ a (.'orrul)t Persian , mixed with Scindi , Ilnd the 

gcncnllily of the BlIlouches are of the Soonee persuasion. Those 

of tlJ(~ centre COUlltl ics rt..'Side mostly in towns: those of the lower 

eoulltr.i('s nrc !>cattcrcd m"er the plains, in hamJeu 0{ eigbt or ten, 

)lUls, built of the bnmches of tile palm, and covered witb mnts; but 

the Narrocs of Blll1p()re live ill tCllts of black hair, and remov(! from 

place to place, rlS their Hocks or llgriculturc require their attention. 

Tile WOlnC'n tlf ltlekTrw are treated in a different light f!"Om those of 

most other Mu" .. ulman countries, being allowed to appear indiscrimi

mllcly in public. The Balouches take, in general, but one wife, 

amI tlu'ir chiefs foul': they are said to have great influence in the 

disputes of their tribes. ]'r[e l.,.an was under the dominion of Nasser 

KIllin, tIle chief of K etot; hut since his death, which took place in 

1795, the lIutlJOrity of Ilis son has completely ceased, and of all the 

(,OllqUC'Sls of his fatller, he nOft' only retains posaenioo of the fort of 

Ke;: 
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K <;i The "h.1e fo,ce of the count,y may amo.n. 1o ahont I",cnly_ 

'five thousllnd men, which, in the present stat~, it ., .. rrultl he impo'>s illie 

to collect 01' induce to act together. 

In his journey from wallar to JUlk, CaplaiD Grant fell In 

with no l e~s tllan cleven diff'ercnt rivers, or rather river beds ; for he • 
represents the greatest part of diem 8'! being dry during the summer, 

though in the rains they a.re formidable streams. He only lIIention, 

tbe Dames of a few of these rit'C'rs; to dcscr ihC' which ,'t'f' shaH COlll

mence at Guatter, and proceed West. H ere two 1#1I1(lk~ (m they 

are slated in bis reJXlrt) enter the sea, one eOllling flOm Suyhll'.{. a lill 

tbe other frotn Champ. The NCfJ.In Kilo}', a sa lt riH~r running through 

Pure!!, falls into the sea five or six miles 'VNt at 7;:1;:. The ('(ljo" 

river hItS it, origin in the hills at SUI'Of/; awl having united with I' 

smaJl strealll, which takes its name from the village of l-Ier:hun. , about 

twelve miles below Gelt, disemoogncs jllto the sen, between R oo.,;m. 

and 1cmk, thirty miles Wc~t of CltohuJ'. Thc B Wl}Joor river runs 

from East to West, and is lost ill thc sands, fflTty miles to the wc!>t_ 

ward of that city, after forming 0 junction with that ,,,,icll pas!>C1 

through tJlf' fertile plain of LusJ.{jr. This riTer, ~heD Capt ail! Grant 

saw it, in the. month of February, was twenty yards in widlh and three 

feet in depth. "l'hl' Bunt rh'C'r, ;md another wl,ich comc!' from ,11" 

hills, not far from Pelah, join at the villag<' of GwolI(/Jd, and f.IlJ 

into the sea by two mouths. BC'tween SUI/dr-II and .lIlSt.- are four ~1II,t lJ 

rivers, all of wbich coming fmm the mounlui!1s fllll iuto !lIe sea. 

(11OLllr, 
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Choba,', is situated on Hie East side of au exteosi\'c bay, consistfl 

of three hundred mal huts and a mud fort. Good water is procured 

f..am wells ; and although the country is quite barren, it is the opinion 

of Captai n Grunl, that after a plentiful year and one month's prepara~ 

tioll, a very large supply of grain and dates might be collected. Sheep 

nod camels arc also to be procnred. This port is now in the possession 

of the Imam of lJfuscat. O tScru7Id is situated in a fertile valley, 

.bout twenty.on, m;l" bmad, wW, a,;,,, cunn;ng (hrough;1. It 

contains fil'c hundred hil ts and a large mud forI. The culti vated part 

is about eight miles in circumference, and water is abnmlullfly supplied, 

from twcllty.fi\·c large springs on the North side up the valley. 'Vhcat, 

rice, and ualcs are IJI '()(luccd ill the greatest abullduucc; :lIld the towu 

bdongs to an illUCllCntictlt chief, whose rc\'Conc is :tbout one thousand • 
l'U/!CC8 a year, 'lIZ (the 1i')ltl of Ptolemy) i ~ now reduced to a miser· 

llhle \'ill:.ge of fifty or ~jxty huts. It lies ill a valley, ahout half a mile 

I)roao anti two miles long, surro>undt'd with steep bills, cxct'l)t to the 

Soudl , where it is open to the sea. On the North side of the vallf'y . 

some ca\'cs ha\'c been cxca\'ated on the side of the hill , about one 

Jllllldr('f1 fect aoove the base: they are about twelve feet in diameter, 

IlIld seemed to Ca.ptain G rant to h:we been Hindoo places of worshil', 

In one of thelll was nn altar, all which a lamp had been burning, 

with marks of an animal having been lately slain upon it. 

Scree!.:, the residence of the chid of J (I$!.' , contnins a large mud 

fort aod six hundred huls, situated fOllr mill'S frow the sea and six 

froll\ 
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from tbe hills. The country bctween Jus!. and Ihis l'hlcc contain('d 

numerous ,plantations of IJahns, anti abundancc of whent. J(I.I J.: i~ 

tributary to the I mam of lJIIISCfd, 1I1ll1 pap t\\O thou!>and lin' 

bundred Tltpees a year. It lies two mill' .. flUm the sea and light fWIll 

tbe hills, and the town consi .. ts of tI~!O hundl'cd and lilly hilts , defc llucu 

tty a mud fort. Tllf~ water is /iX)lU well.,. and Illostly bracki!>h ; but tile 

country, to &omc tJistancc lOund, has beell cultiw\tCtI. P Url,!; (Ihe 

ancient Pura) once the caJlilal of Gedrwlifl, lU)U tcnuillatiUl ' of Ihe 

toilsome march of Alexander towards the frontier of C"ramauill, is no\V 

a miserable village. 

About nine day!.' j ournc) , ill a N. E . dircction from GIlt/iter, 

wbere Captain Grant com menced hi .. march, li('~ the dty of A(i, 111 

present the capital, or Lhief t OlI n, of all lIlcLl'(lIl. The fort i:. huilt 

on II high precipice, under wllich a ri\'er runs ; llUd the town ..,U1rounus 

the fort, which is considereu lIy the natives, frolll its na tural strength , 

Ilearly imprf'gnall!e ; and lIeing on the high road from Ollldulwr, 

Ke{a(, Shikrupoor, Klw'Z,dur, B uyla, anJ fo the sca.port tOWIiS (If 

GUfltlcr and Cko/;ur, is of considerable importa nce. 'file present 

go\'ernol', or lItueh, of K ej, is Abdulla!1 Khan, of (he Bczunja I.rihe 

of Balouches. H e holds the <:ity and di.!otrict , lllukr tlle llomill;11 

authority of Mahmood Khan of K eltl / , to \I hOlll, howcn' l', lIe (Ioes 

not pd.y any tributt'. Tllc re\'enucs of K(:i arc trining, amI the !;mer

POl', who formerly sUJ>ported four or n,'e thou sa nd mell, h:l ~ oil ly ;t 

small 
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smAil n~mber of Arabs in his pay. The country IQ the immediate 

vicinity of it is dcscriUed as being a Bat, arid JuJil, or tract of wade 

land. which cxtends tn the southward as fur as tbe sea COOitJ and in 

some !ollOh produces great <luantities of dates. This flot is iD lOme 

placC's iutcp.cctcd by ranges of hills and bare py ,DlowUaios, rUD~ 

lling North and Soulh, but not ad\'ancing to tbe sea shore. From 

A"(ii 10 llrboo, a smull ~llwl)olt. distant about seven days' jourP&)I, in 

&0 E. S. E. dircdioll, the country is said to be destitute of vegetation 
-<" 

~od good water; Imt IJctwcon tbe forroer and ChoLa .. it is hilly, Illld, 

cOlnl'aratil{'ly ~rca"jllg, well inhabited. 

P,lIycoor, or Pungi"., i~ the nallle of a slIlull aI¥l fertile district, 

lying ahout ten <111) s' journey N. N. E. from Eei. It .is ~Iebrated for 

tlle fluality and 'jUiUltity of the datcs it produces, and contains thirteeQ' 

wcll-llOPulated \·illagcs, all of which are abUQdantly ~uWlicd with 

water froul the Lcd of the li\·~r BUl'duo, a few miles til tlle northward 

of them. Three of the villages ar.e larger QIld mote respectable than 

tllc othc"" 11l1d the whole are now governed by an .independent chief. 

PHly{;()ur is fiftceu dap,' journey drOlU Kolal, by tbe route of Klfoz~ 

liar, alld the ~aflJe di!>il.lIlce frolll No~Mf!l by rlw.t of KluJran. ~i. 
alio,·c tl.e mountain .. hl'parating Southern lJ/ekron from. the Desert, 

and, I should fallcy, li('s ill the WCSK'1n continuation of dlat range, 

which separatcs Lus from 1I,;,~·tt'rn lfIt:kran. lFusluJee, or Meech, is 

the getlcral term upplit'd to all 111\lt country lying to tbe WE8l'Ward, 

aDd 
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and on tile parallel of Pwygoor, aud furming tll(~ southern boundary 

of the Sundy D e:.e1'l. It is spol..cn of as a very mountaiuous tract, 

producing in some of its village. grain, sufficient fur the cOII"umplinll 

of tbe few \'Vandering sllcpllerd<; \\ ho illhabit them. Water i" sai~l 

to be plenty in this conntry, C:'I.eCllt in the months oj April, 1\lay, 

and Jun<', when it becomc!' sc.'lrcc; d.ltes m'e also IlI'odu('cd , alit! 

camels sheep and goats arc procurable, but not in greilt numbers. 

The people arc rather a small delicate ruee: their arms are a mat.h. 

lock, sword, and shield, aud each village has its own chid, who 

Idtlcs the disputes whieh arise among the inhallJtant ~. 

A native, sent by General MalcolJD from SOJIIlJeallY to CllOhar. 

makes the ,Iistance bctwe('n those placcs aile hundred and (en Hill~ 

dostan (,038(:S. For the first eigbteen cosscs, the coast wa~ flal, l>.l1uly, 

nnd arid, with patd1l.'lo uf tlliek jllllg lC', and villagc), at tlu:' end of each 

btage. The country then became hilly, and at the end or six C08~e8 he 

:.1t'\It at a ,illage on the ballks of tile rh'er A g lwl'. Fur the next 

nineteen C08Si!S the country continued hilly at intcrvals, lind water was 

procured by the nati,'es from wclls dug in the sand. During a march 

of seventecn rosses lIe pa.~scd through several slll,!11 sea-port towns. 

with well-water. A journey of nincteen ('osses, over a desert country. 

brought him to a tDlvn , containing sevcn hundred hou~(' .. , principally 

inhabiteo by Hiniloos : and from hence to ClwLm' be pas~ed IIIroll,.; 1I 

a sandy plain, badly supplied with water, and here .md there a, 

wretched "illage on the sea-shore. 

•• The 
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Thc di ~tl'id of LI/~, tlle country of the ancient Oritre,· is 

of a ('ircui.li' furm, :H1U Itoumleu Oll three :oiJcs loyall imlllense 

range of lJIuUI]tai))", sCl'aratillg it from the w('slem part of 1I1ekl'o'U, 

lJI/!Q/fch islrlll, ancl Sciml. The face of the country i'> flat and 

~ allliy, :11111 jlrutluces "hUlllhmt el'Ol';' of grain of every description. 

There <lrC h't} slIlall ri,'crs, the 1'QQJ'flJee and lVudd. The former 

(a ncient "hullHl,\) ri ':oc;, ill the mountains, ncar ]Juy/ft, and running 

in it t:i. E. direction, f"lI s into the Lay of SomrwullY , 11assing tbat 

,ilbg t·, aJHJut a mile 10 the N. W. of which it meets the tidc. There 

;1/'(' lo ur jta ~sc;, throug h the mountaills which encompass L Il,\' : tl\'O 

into SC;1II1, onc into II 'eslem lIJekrrl.1l, and onc illto BaIQuc!,tslflil. The 

town of BO!I /a, the capital of Lus, is built on the N. E. hank of the 

I :I'CI' 1'(1)1'II /1'f:, containing fifteen hundred 110uses and ::. ix thousand 

iultailitilllts , of whom four hunul't'cJ arc Hindons. Tile present Chi('f. 

Jam Mt:l'l" I\Iaholl)(' tl Khun, ean bring fU1l1' thousaucJ irrl'gular (roops 

iuto thc tiell!, anti CltiO)'~ a rc\'cnuc of fiiiy thous:Ultl rupees per annum. 

Tile tli ~ tallcC from BU!l1u to Kdal was reckoned by MI'. ]lottingcr at 

two huudred illul )lindy.tLree miles, and dIe road extremely djtJjeult, 

a1llong lJasse~ aud llIolllllaius. During this journey he llUssed through 

.sen'rul towns ~llltl ,'ii1age~, aU gO\'crned by diftcrent petty chiefs, who 

('xcrcisc '1Il illdcl)cmlcm authority in their OWl) districts, though they 

urc nomiwtlly the sul~cch: of Mahomcd KIHlIl, CLicf of KellIt. 

SQnmeuny,. 
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SoI/I/Z('UlI!/. the principa l ~('a-llOrt in L us, i ~ sma1l alii] lUcan. ;\lul ,\-a" 

destroyed in 1809 hy the JOUllssi mccs. It iSloilllatcu 011 c;.,l delated hank, 

nt the mvuth of the rh'cr l>()ora/N', which forms a bar aho.lt it mile 

from tllc town, three fathom deep at low w(llel', and h O<1.h CUll 1I1lcbor 

dose to the 1> llOr('. '.1'11(' iuhahitanb, with the ex ccptioll of it fl"" 

Hindoo merchulH -l, \iv(' chi dly by fi ~hing. FfI .. ~h water i .. procured 

hy cliggi ng ill the .,and ; aut! it i ~ w·('(> .... ~ ,ll'y thal tlw II I'l l be illlll\rui .. tcly 

filled lip, f IJ I' if s Um'r,'(1 to rem .Lin 011(' 11 ti l(' I\alt- l' II l'COllle,> ~ a1t. 

Baiuuc/w"ta1l, or t he country uf t!IC n,iluH( !1t:: ~, by :.(.111\(' con .... iu(TC'cf 

:IS a prol-incc i1i ~t ill ct from AIt,!. 1'011, pro)lt'l ly cn:l !'~lt'W'('~ at ]';u,/·illcr 

(Ole hilly road), twenty-fil e 1l,:It" N. E. of l k.'llir, 01' in L a li tmlc Z(j' 

35' N., fmm which l'bcc it c\:i(>lHl~ It) 1\~1!(!,j';:", "(''' 'III) -nj l](, IIl jk~ 

N. 'V. of 1{dal, 01' in Xonh Latilmic 30".r It i.., ,I confu<.cJ nM'I~ of 

trcmcllJou~ IllOulltaim, through which thl' road hl'IlCI ,llly kad~ in 

wnt(' r-courscs. Floc!..!. of .,hC'C'p and cattk are HIlIllC'J'OllS in every Ilnrt 

of this countr),. and Jt also produces great 'll1aniitic~ ofwh('al. 'rile 

territories of .l\fuhouwd Khan, Ch ief of J)(dQJidti~ltm, eomprdlClld 1111 

those count ric,> lying be-tween 20(1 30' and 30' K. J.." ttl tlld ~', nud from 

65° to GOo E. Longitmlc. It i" lli\ idcd ill tn til l' tim mouutailloll" 

provinces of J It,dflWfo'll and Sm'(JII'tUl , thc low COnn l!)' of ('lIfllt 

Ganduva to the E., am) the pro\' inec'i of ZI'!//'('C awl / JlI'md lJ'f:'d; 

and to these may 011;'0 be nddCll th c S'll::! ! eli ·t : i t·", " ,' .'1'111/ ;Iml .1~·I:j

IUllg, lying North of K duf. 

r. c )'. ./lUllft an 

Tbeedent oIthis mountainous tr;:cl may be I.Jc cQmpllbJ f: 0", LJ tuJ tJ i ':.;o' tu tJ9 '. N. 
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Jhalan.tan is the most southern province of Balouchistan; nnd its 

bOWldarics are Sarawan on the North Lus; and part of Scind, South; 

(uteh GOlldUIIU, lmd ),art of Scind, East; and Kharan and lItekrall, 

Wc~t. Samwun, which is the most northern province, is bounded 

on tbe No.'rh by ('{mduhoT, SautJl hy Jhalawl11l and part of lIIekrall, 

East by Zuhrre and Odr/t Gandm'a, and West by the desert Kharmt. 

or these provinces very little can be said: they are one mass 

of mountaiu". from Kolmn Trat, on the frontiers of Llts, to the desert 

which di\'jdcs them from Gmdldwr; tbe length of tbis stupendous range 

lIejng about three 'IUndred and fifty miles, hut mrying in urcadth at 

(Iitrercnt places. The monnlaius arc chieBy composed of black or grey 

~tolle; but tile vallies of JI'ildd, Klw':.liar, and Sohcrab ~ccm capable 

of IJcing highly cultimtct1, though cven in them the eartb has by no 

DiClUl'> a rich "PI,carance, and is iikcwise mixed with innumerable peb

IJle~; yet. in spite of tlICse tli$,udmntuges, those plains produce ill fa

' "orable 'iraSOIlS very plcntiful crops of wheat. Larley. joaree. &c.; 

anti in !oomc of the le~ser vallies. grass grows luxuriantly and 

!olwntuncollsly to a great hcigllt. J/wloWOJl and S(lrawan are 

tlividctl into district!>. and each district into innumeralJle khrils, 

or focidies. Each kited furnishes its quota of troops, according 

to its size or the urgency of the scrvicc; hnt as tl,c numlJcr of 

inlml,ilanls in a kIwi' ,Ire liablc to ('itJlcr decrease or incrca~c every 

,.ca!,OIl, this mode of calculating the forces of Mahomcd Khan must be 

Tcry uncertain. 

CuteR 
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ClIlclt Gmulava is situated at the bottom of the mountnins lying 

S. E. of Kelal, and is about one hundred :md fifty milcs inlcngth, and 

forty or fifty in breadtll. The soil is rich, black, and loamy, and they 

cultivate every species of grain; as also cotton , indigo, madder, .xc. 

It rains in June, July, and August, aud al"o a little in the ~pring 

months. Tile SU1lioom, Ol· pe:-.ti lcntial wind, blows here dUl"iug the 

6ummcr months, and Ulany pe'oplc lo~c tllcir li" es by if. Great 'luan· 

tities of gmin are exported from CII/Clt GUllflu/'(/ to the sea-port~ of 

Cltrltcftee and SUllIIlt'UUY, from whence it is silil)pcd to lII//$("fil, the 

coast of 1I1el.:rall, &e. ]n unfm'orablc ~e:lS(UlS they abo frequcntly 

carry it up into the mountainous eoulliry. Amllld D ljcl lics to the 

northward of Odc" Gml/ll/vlI. Tile c1imatc i.<. good and the soil 

excellent; it prOlhwe<; abundance of c\'C'ry thing; aud the Khall of 

Ketat dcri l'cs a larg(, rC\'ClIue' from ii , considering the size of the 

district, which is smilll. SImi ami lIIu!lllwg lie nearly due North of 

K elat. They arc both ~maller than ,.dllll1ui Dijd, and :arc remarkable 

for their fruits, which arc very fine, af.d ~{Ild amazingly cheap. TllC 

climate i~ warmer than that of K etal: HIC soil is IlItJre sandy, but the 

grain lIntl other prod,ucb arc the samc. Zlfllrcf', though it i~ CI,t;rc!y 

undcr the Khllll of K elul, pays ,'cry little to him; as il.s rc,'enues arc 

enjoyed hy Zadir Buksh, of the ZullfC'e tribe of n"louches. The 

chicf town is ZIIIIn'c, whieh contains from unc to two thousand 

houses, D udur is the sceoml f OWlI, and is nearly 011> large; bes i,le 

which 
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which lilrrc arc many populous vill ,Jges; unu, 011 the whole, tili,. is 

spoken of :l!> the IlJ O~t civilized part uf B U/()lIdlislflll . 

K I'IC/I, 111(" c.lpital of JJ{tfQllclli,~/I/II , anti the residence of Mallo

mell h:JliUl , j .. surronnded by a low mud wall, allil cout,lins four 

thou!>ulld homes. The inhahitauts arc esti mat ed by Mr. POl tinger at 

SCH'n thousa nd, of wllich fire hundred, or }lcrliaps more, arc Hindoos. 

to whom CH'''Y cllcoufagcllIcut is gi,·c ll. The palace of the Khan is 

Luilt un a I'c ry hig'h hill , 011 111(:' Wl', tCril side' of the tOlVn, cOlllmanding 

:t COlllI'J<:tC "jel\' of the' wlwlc Jllacc anu ncigltLourillg cou ntry, and cou

"illcz',,11 hy the Ilati,'cs as impl'cguahlC'. The IJ1I~((r or X c/a! is wdl IoUp

plied; :llltllllC tUlrn has the IIppC:lraocc of ol'ulcllcC', :l.~ it i.,> frcqucnted 

hy merchants, mHI l'HjOy~ :\ con_~ itl l'rable t r:l ill'. L atitude 29° 6' N., 

Longituue 6i" 5j' K At tlw death of Nas~(' r Kh,l\1, the fathcl' of 

'he IJI"('~c ll t Khan, the cxtent of the liomjnioHs of the chief of K e((tt 

was much nJurc cunsiderau lc di a l! IhC')' uow arC'; (mt internal disscn

tiOIlS, and the wc,lk policy of 1\IahoHlC'lJ , han' cOII ~idcrauly reduced them, 

Captaiu CiJrj",( ;e and lUr. J)ouinger (Iuifted J{c!ul on the Gil. of 

March; the former intcmJing to pcnet rilte tllrough Sci~lalt to fIenti , 

and thc latter to Shira//,,:, It)' Kc/'man, L\fter 11 juurney of scvelllr-llinc 

miles 0\'('1' a barren and mountainous coull try, n lcy illTircd at l\'ou~M"!I' 

where thC'y scparal cJ. Captain ( 'III'; "li(', pr(Jc('cdi.1g tu the North, 

gaillcli the bani,s oj' the II(,(,rlmmfl, ilS 1I:ls alrently bC('1I ~t:dd, amllUI'. 

Pottinger continued his route tlll'ollgh the dc\(' rt to lJl/J.pore. ]{oosflk!l 

is a small tract. cOfcring an area of about thirty, ~jx :;quilre miles, at 

the 
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the foot of the mountains of Kdut. It i'i a 'Sam1y trad, intermixed 

with small hill~, whieh are continually shifting with the wiud. A !>mall 

stl'eam, called the K!I~w· . i:.sues from the mountains, :lnd irrigates a 

:.lllall portion of this couutry. There ale a\1>O sOllie small patchcs of 

Jand capalJle of culth'ation; hut fhesc frcflucntly f.lil for want of rain. 

The nativcs Jivc under black f{'\t~, sprcall 0\ cr a fr.\llle of "i('1- l' r~worli. 

During the SUtulllC'r they remo\'(' to the ueigLbonrillg nWl1IH ,Li u~ to (oj')Y 

the cool ail' am1 walcl'; liJl the Ky:,u/' i:. Ilry in tIll' ILOI 1ll0 !l t h~. 'ri ' !'), 

import grain from ClIldt ami Sei,~f(lll, to Imy for which thcy plllllllLr 

trd.veliel'1> ami cunnan1>. The di:.trict of Gllrm,yl.! I '> a ,'cl'y IJ.lI row 

tract, about five days' juurncy N. "V. of :NfJQsltky. It Ila<; the :I l'pcar~ 

anee of Leillg the dry hed of a ri\'t'r : iu lUauy 1)1.lC e~, it is >lot 

llllif a milp widt>, lIIHI ellct)lnpa~ s('d 011 caeh ... ide by a hig h blink. H 

i:. fertile ill grain, which i '> r.li~cd without much lallolll", 0\\ iug to ., 

supply of water drawn fiom the tIeal/umd ri"cr, \\ Ilich, lJ].c the lYi:" 

yearly overflows ih lIallk.s. Th!' illhahi(auh oft!.i,> di:.h jet 111 c llotOJ i uu~ 

for their Ivllberit":., <.Iwl <.Ire eOJlI[lu~lJ of IIw Ollt('II)/:. oj' the ~urroll1lf'illg 

country. 

MI'. Pottinger took Ili ~ .kpaTtllrc fltJm ~YIIII.\~I~!I on lh('" 2Grh or 

Mnl'ch, and tra'Tlled twellt)"-two miles o\Tr II hill y countly, tu till' lwd . 
of a rj"cr called the Bell; t\Jmugh which hI' eonlinucJ hi .. juurn('y, 

on the 27th, for thirty-one Illik~ . Thl' ri\'C~r lied contained 11 ... 111.111 

1J'lalllity 

• TIll _ WOHl j~ probably IIIC ~.III1C a~ Ihc P l'.SIoIII I~llll fiuu>lw(rr, .l1Il1 IlIcH"ly 

dcscri lK'<! n \\,LlUl dn'LJ\c, 
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<Juantity of water, nnd was of great breadtu. The dcsert rose in 

"cliffs 011 eaell bank, the hills were eovcrt'd with tIle asafretida.tree, 

nod a thick j ungle grew in the bed of the rh"er, where Ml". Puttinger 

ub.,cn"t"t1 !>everal ~Iahs of white marble. About one hUIII before he 

Iw.!ted for tIle nig ht, lie passed the remaills of !>ome extraordinary 

tombs, built of hewn ston{", tlilTeriug in 'juality from allY to be pro· 

cured within mnny leagues of the place. The tombs were of a qua

t1rangular shape, and they had each been surrounded (,y a waU of 

curious fretwork of stone. The {"ntranee fronted the East, nnd there 

we!"{" sevcrlIllargc mounds of earth and stone scattered over die desert 

to a consi tlerablc tlisl"nce. They appeart'd to !Je of great antiquity, 

end the country people ascribed them to the Gltehres, or worshippers 

of fire . On the 28th he mOl'cd twent y.l'igllt mile!> o\'cr a barren plain, 

ill some I)ints co\"{'red with jungle. At the eighteenth lIlile he crossed 

lilloilier dry rirer IJ{'d, e<l lk'd JJurduo, wlJt'fe he procured a small 

supply of wah'r from a well, ami passed within a few miles of a town, 

callt-tl SlfTfIIVOn, built in the centre of tIlt! dcsert, but supplied with 

water fWIII the Bt'lt. On the :?9th he trawlJed thirty miles, tbrough 

the district of K lmrtln , over an uninhabi ted cou ntry 6upplj('d with 

well , wllter. During 11i(' 30th, 31st, and ht April, he t~afelled sixty~ 

eight miles aero ..... a ,\(-sert, comisting of waves of sand, over which 

tl](' ca mels travelled with difticulty; ligh t pm·ticks of sand also iloaled 

ill clouds ahout the )Ijaiu , and sccllIed tu be put in motion without any 

l)crecptihle cause, fOf there was nut a breath of wind at tbe time. 

Th. 
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The bed of Ihe river Burdoo.· crOI>.'>cl) during litis routr, I ~ described 

os )Jeiug a quarter of a mile in breadtll, ond is ~<tid to contain waler 

in the rains, and to cntcr the H'1t neor ('/wiJar. after fertilizillg the 

tlidrid of PWI}i;oor. Mr. Pottinger here procored a small (jua!ltily of 

water from a well in the bed of this ri"er; ond proceeded IWe'llty lIIiles. 

011 tile 2d. over t1u.' desert. which became morc hard nnJ gravelly. On 

the 3d the march was forty miles. ovcr a hard uescrt free from sa nti; 

on thc 4th. twcke milc~ . to a s- llIaH "iII<lgc liituutctl Ldwcl'1l 11\0 

mountains; ond on the Gth. ~ix miles. through a walcr ·cour.<,c. ,\ herc 

he percci"cd two small villages. surroullued lty Jule-tree!>. 011 ll.l· ;Ih 

llc tr,welled twenty-eight mile". to till' !>luall hmll of 1)1',:.111', Illl' 1"0,1(1 

lying alternately amollg,>t mnullfaius alltl stony pl.lil)"; 0 11 tilt' f'1I!, 

sixt('ell lIIil('s, through the pOJiulous di~t rid of D r'-.f(/'. It i.., a vi..dlcy 

between the mountains, about ten or hH·h'(' lUik~ in brr,u!lh, Imt (11' 

tllu('h greater length. and i" hl'twernetl 11): a t·hief. \\ 1.0 I'l'cein" f)ue

tenth of the protluc(' in dates and whellt, the slII'l'lus or wlli< h Ilc 

exports to SOld/wr it Afckntn, lIy til l; route of Pll lljg(JflI', whidl i ~ 

about fourteen days' jOUrlwy (Will De-;,/IC. AIr. Pol:iHgel' coutilllled 

bis journt'Y 011 the 9th; ami arkl' a mardI of ten llIiles u~'rr 

F f ltal'l'clt 

Such river hed~ 6re fl'ff[uenlly n":~nlio,,I."! ill tim nmrel, "r ,\I{'u""lrf thrnll ~h thi. 

I)rovinct'; ~n<l AlTian.py~, that Ihe army h~\ill<': l'''Cll1np<'.J 1I,'ar "MII •• lI br" ... !. fi,r 

tI,e ~ ake of WlIl l.'f, the ~o.lU(', nhout the '-l· .... 'ntl '''1 '<'1 , of the ':;1;),t, h"ill!!; • ... ell .. ! "ltb 

suddrn rain~, putlned down Buch Ii drt·"dful inu"tlat,,,,,, Iklt ''' '''') "HlI·I.''' IIIH.I d"lc.lreu. 

all ",ell ru. the baggage mal ...... "ere 5WI.'I't ;OW,,). 
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barren and rocky mountains, eutcrt.-d a ,'cry extensil'c plain, com

poswg the di~trict of Bibb, gO\'cmcd by :\ chief, who resides in 

u small tUWII of (he saine name. A ri,'cr, Dearly dry, ftows through 

the ccnter of this phlin, in the bed of which were ~n'ral g.-ol'es 

of date-trees; uut the country, generally speaking, was quite 

bal"lcJ). Ou the 10th marched twenty-eight miks, through a stony 

plain iutersected wilb hills and ravines, and baited for tbe night 

ill a jungle, three miles 'Vest of a swail I·illage. 011 the nIh the 

march was twcllty.fi,·c miles, through an al'id country tran' rscd by 

UlOulilains :llld fin'!' beds, the lalter ntlurding 11 sm'lll supply of water. 

011 the 12th 1\1r.I'uuiugc,' Ir.\\'dled thirty-two miles through a rh'C!" 

~d. v:lryillg ill ureadth from two hundred yards to half D. mile. It 

waiJ o\'crgrowll with jungle, and afforded plenty of water, This river 

bcd, towards tbe end of the journey, expanucI\ ioto a fiat samly plain, 

l'ight or lIillC llIilt's ill leugtll, bouudt'd by hills, After a. journey 

of about cighteeu mill'S, .,}\"cr a country interspcrsed with trees, hI! 

reached, 011 the 131h, tile "ilJ;l~e of l;Julmra, the pdneipal tOI\'O of a 

SJalmU dil>trict, gOl'ernel! hy a chief nallIed Melli'll" Khan, wlw can 

bring six 11I1I1I\l'cll lroup~ into the field, ami whose authority is "cknow

Ie<lgcd [mOl lJezll(' to jJasmall. From Pulmra to BWl}mre it is sixtcen 

miles, in a S, 'V. hy S. diL"cction, across a w{Klded Vlain, pal'tiully 

('uHjwlteti. 

The fort of BIII/Jlore IS situaled in an cxtcnsi\'c plaiu, Oil the 

SUUlluit of a high lIloulUl of earth, alLll is smail, and crowded ",illl 

mud 



mud buildings. The town h. composed of 1m! 1I fl'W wretchcd huh, 

occuJ,icd by the rcllltions of ti,e chief: the peoplc iire in huts in the 

riain, ru. their Bocks and cultivation attmct their attention. The dj~h iet 

of BUlI}I(m: rroduccs grain in such abundance, as to supply die 

neigllbOllriog country. Tllc force of the chief is t hrcc '/Ullclred cavalry, 

well armcd and moulltl'd , ;tlul fifte("ll hundred infantry. Leaving tltis 

plat-oc, 1\-lr. Pottinger ad\'aoel'd to the northwanl, ulltil lIl' reached a 

sllIlIll village nnmed Basntnll, lIll!! fl'lllll thence IJrocecdet\ in U Wl"tCrly 

line to Reglln, the first town in .Anllum, ill tll<' district of lllurmml,\/trer. 

He calculates the distance at one hUlldr('f1 and IoeH' llly-fwo mile~; lUld 

found the country n complete f1c~crt. in \\ hich tolerable watcr is only 

to hc had during the dry season in two plaec", 

The whole of this lUo~t fatignin/." ami pel'ilon~ jouro<,}' W:t" per

formed hy sometimes walking, and sometilll('s J'iding on a camel. Mr. 

Pottingcr assumcd (he character of a Mahomednn pilgrim, and subsisted 

principally on date,> and barlf'y-fiour, knf":aded inlo a paste: he passed 

undiscovered I"y the lIati\'c5, and was, in gcncral, treated with kindncss. 

The climate of IIIckrun is not e,'ery where thc salllC ; a circUIIl_ 

stance easily accounted for, hy the great dissimilarity ill the Ilatnrc nf 

the country in different parts. The !>outhern diri:.iOli of this ('xtcllsin' . 
province is prm'erl"ially bot; it is, iudced, drscril"cd 1,,)' Mr. PoUinA'cl' 

to be so ('xe(:S ~ive at times, during tile khol'/llee 1'"2:, oJ'dale ripening , 

which tales place in the I"eginning of Angust, as to prc\'cnt c,'en the 

inhabitants from ycuturing abroad. 'fhe heats prc"llil from J\.1l11Th to 

F f 2 NOH'lllhcr; 
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XO~"cllluer; and the months of November, Dceemhcr, January, rmd 

l'chruary, which is stikd the cold season, arc s:licl to he warmer 011 the 

coast, tlmn tll<" mouths ofJoly and August in the llI(1Untai'l ~ of B I/(olt

chistull. ]11 FellI'Ullry aDd Marcil there are sLow<"r'5 frolll the N. W. ; 

hu! ill .Jnn(' and .July, this eoa,,! i~ ex posed to all (he fur) of the S. 'V. 

II1On SOOI:. N . 'V. winds pre\'ail during the cold season, and af(" 

pa rt;eu!arly \'iule.lt towanls the close of it. Vuring thc remaining 

mouths, the IlUt wiuds blow eoutinually ill laml ; but on the coast the 

ail" i ~ rcrrc~h ('d hy thc ~ca I)rcczc. The hot wind", thoug h not fatal 10 

a ll: uwl life, dc, troy ('\"for)' ~yUlIJlmn of v('gelation, and will , ('\'cn after 

ti le fa ll or the uil,; ht, scorch the ... kin iu iI most painful manner. The 

l \imalC of tlJi ') part of i11ckrull is considered lJy thc pt'oplc of the 

Ilcigl,buuring country as peeilliarly unhealthy. The inhabitants are 

a [Iuny alUl delicate rae<", sulJjecl to Illally disorders; whieh it i ~ prohahle, 

ho\\'(' \'cr, Ilwy ari~e frum the .'iellMwl and di~\ipatcd li,·c~ whieh tiLey 

lead. B oth m(,11 and women arc profl igate in the exh(,JIle, aud dl"ink 

greut (1I1anlit;e') of an inloxie.lting ~ririt, Illud(' from t be fermcnted juice 

of tbe dates, whieh is, 110 douut, Ulost pern~eious in its cfrech. The 

immedi:l te ,~ca-cous t, and the Ilw" jnee of L us, arc said to lie ('xc('jltioIlS, 

\I'itl! rcgilrd to in!>aiubrity of cliulale, in this tii"ision ; and it i!> an 

l'xlmordin:lry eirelllU"tanct', that a rangc of mO:lutilins, ;,·hieh dil'itles 

that t! i~ tl'jct from the uthu par'" of thc pro,·;nc(', ha" al ~o drall'J} a line 

of di~ t inetion hctwt,t'll the inh:tbi t.lll h . in IlHlnller~ and iljlpCarance. The 

clilll;lte of the mountaiuou,> region of lJuluucll js(ull reseillbles, in 1I great 

dC'gl'C<', 
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degree, that of Europe, there heill; four di."tinet scasons: ~1)l'1l1g:, ~ Illllm<"o", 

autUJl111, and winter. The heat is at Ilotime unl)ll'a~antly f:;rl'al ; I,ul tilt! 

cold is intense during the month:. of Deccmhel", Junuary, HII,llcc],rlla ry. 

At this scaSOIl, and ruost part of the spring, it hlows will lOut iutcl"

mis!>ion, and someti mes with great vioicnce, frOIll the N. E., Httemleol 

with heavy falls of snow, sled and rain. The spring is. su pposed to 

commence ahont tllC latter cud vf l i'ciJl"uury, ami tn eont inuc two 

monlhs, 01' J)crhaps louger, :wronling to the furwardncss of tllc seasoll. 

The summer continnes till the beginning or AlIgll~t. and the autumll 

until the fil"stfall of :mow, or sel'erity of du.' cold allIl01l1l(·i'.~ the an i\'a l 

of winter, which generally happelb ill October. The :"Ullllllcr 111)(1 

autumll arc dc~crjued as flclightful; !.ut ill sprillg aud \\ in/('I tile 

fogs, rain. ;, IIOW, allil col,l, IIccasiOI\ a variety of cOll1 pbint ~ lUllllOg .. t 

the poorer classes, wllO haw! not the means of ohtilinil1g proper c1oilth· 

jog to guard aga in;,t the dr~cts of a climah', cqually ullcnl:li ll , 111111 

more scvcre, than tllat uf Engllll/d. Tlmt dil'is inn of Jlfek!""'1 whii h 

i:. to the 'Vcsto!" the great santly dc.~crt, ali(1 t:-: tcntl ~ frolll the L;,titlllie 

of 2jD 10 to that of 2D" 15' N., and frolll thf' i'iixty-sccolld to the:.i xty. 

fourth degr\'(! Ilf E. LOl1gitllllc, i'iHlIIcwha t n ''OC"llIhles in "ppt'llram:e the 

districts of 5;/Irmt'fIIl al )(.1 ,J/mlll/lJflll, bllt thcciill1a/c is 'muclllllure mild, 

the ('xt rclll c.~ ::'f heat alld cold bcillg scldOlIl f"ll ill th is.l'art or lhl' 

pro\"loec. In Junc alll.l July, howc"cr, tllc rains arc s.olll l"tiIllCS !too 

heavy as to destroy the crops of the ground. 
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The Gl'lmi Salld.'! Drsrrl, is estimated l.Jy l\k Pottinger to extend 

from tIle bUllkf> of the Ilea mulIJ, to the great range of mountains 

wllicl. ,~('pa1'1lt('~ the southern from the- northern di"isiolJ of Afekrml, a 

distance of four 01' four hundred lind fifty miles, and from the town of 

j\'oo,\/lly to that of Jask, a distance of rat/wr more than tW\) hundred 

milt's. The sand of this desert i$ of a reddis!l colour, and so light, that 

"hell taken in th!' }land the Ilarticles arc scarcely palpable. It is raised 

by die wind into longitudinal waves, which IJl'c~C'nt, Oil the- side towards 

the point from which the wind blolY$, II. gradual slope from the lJase, 

IJut on the otlil'r l>ide, rise perpendicularly, to the height of ten or 

twenty feet, amI at a distance ha\'e the al'pearance of a u{'w brick wall. 

Mr.l'ottinger h.ltl grent 11iffil'ulty in urging hi'S camel o,'er these W8\'C'S,'* 

espeei'llly when it wa ~ necessary to Ol~eelld the perpC'lldicnlar or Iccwanl 

!-idc of them, They Qc;cellded die !-lopillg side wid, mnre Cll!>e; anti as .. 

soon as they I,crcei"ed (he to)' oCthe wave gi\'ing way wid, their weight, 

tIler 1Il0~ t expertly drol'J>C'1i on tllei!' knees, and in that manner d c,~cclldoo 

with the sand, which wus so loose, that the first caml'l matlc n )mth 

sufficicnt 

.. Arrifl n, ~1 K';,l.in :; of .1.(' nml<" of ,\I(' ~ :n l<lc" tbroll::;h (h dto.i", ~:'Y ' , that "'('1)' tM!"~t 

"f Lu r tl"'ll Ix-'''''!:;''t I., Ihc ,1rn'J " CI" up,ln y sIn,,!hcl't,d in dN'1' ~rQrrh ;nS' ..aud , ,,"d tl,a l 

tlo" ,1 r,,,,,,tl m~n~ 1it\1(, I t/mil!., o' hill O<'ks of ""nd , ... hid, II",y W('r(' ohiig"d I .. a6~<, ",1 ; 

uml "11Pr(' " '" lirm r"l'L i,, ; (ould II(' h~ d. th6y Still!. \\cep inlo it, ali th<'j' l\'ould illlo cllty 01' 
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$ufficient faT the others to follolV. Thi" impediment, how('I"(' r, IVa" 

Lut triSing, compared to what OUI" tl"avcller ~ " 1I1l~rcd fl'om (Iuating- or 

moving particles of ~allll. The desert seemed, al the d i~tallce of h:llf 

n mile, to be a Bat surface, about eight 01' tell ill ches aoo\"c the Ic\'c1 of 

the wal·es. 'fhi~ cloud, or vapour, appeared cOllstantly to receJe as 

tht'y auvuuC<'d, lind a t times completely cnvdul'eu them, tilling their 

eyes, ears, and moutl.!s, :unl causing a most tlisagreeaole sCllsat ion. 

It was pr~dllcth'c of great ilTitution and sevcre thirst, which was not 

a little increased by the scorching rays of tile SI1Il. The g rf)U1111 wa.., 

so hot as to bli~ter the feet , even through the sllocs; nod the uati \'c~ 

affimled, that it was the "iolent hCOIt which occasioned the sand tt. 

move through the atmosphere. Mr. Pottinger indeed remarkee, that 

this phenomena was only seen during thc heat of the tlUj. The 

8flhl'aL,. or watery appearance, so comOlon in all deserts, an,l the 

moving sands, were seen at the same time, anti appeared to be perrectly 

distinct, till' one ha\·ing a luminous, lIlid the otller u clmuly appcarance. 

The wind in this desert l'ollllllonly blo\~ ,; frolll the N. 'V.; and un.-iug 

the hot summer months it is often so heated, ns to de~tl"Oy unytlling, 

eithcr animlll or l"egefable, with wl)ich it comes in eont,let; the 

routc by which Captai n Christie and i\h. Pottinger !T;n·c1h-d ii, thcre

fore, deemed' impa~sll lJle, from the middle of .l\1ay fo the !"/III HI' 

Augu~t. This wind i" distinguished, t111'Ollg hout til(' E(/~l, lIy t ilt' 

tCflll of the hade SUlIWQIIl, or pestilential ",jud. It h .. :. bccil J,.UOI\'JI tu 

dt:~troy 

Litt'"raJly, the W,l!t'"r uf tbe t1t'"~rrt, 
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dc~!my e\'cn CllJlWls, llnd olher Iwnlyanimals, and its effects on the 

hllman frume are ;,<litJ to be the most ureallCul that com possibly be 

cOlU'ein'd. 111 ;,OUlI' i ll~ tancc~ it kil1 ~ in~lall(aneollsly; hut, ill other!>, 

tlw "'I ttdlcd sunt'n'r lillgcrs f,1l' hours, or C\,C":l day;" in the lllO;,t 

eXlTUl';atillg 1m ttllT. 

J~ad allll iron 1/' arc Ill'ouuced ill the mountains to the S. of Xc/til; 

.\llli the inhabitauts of the town of Nfll, whil~t digging for those metals, 

tli"co\'crcd gnlt.! ant.! s ih'C"I', htlt )lot in (jH<Lnlitics suflicicnt to defrllY thc 

C~I)('IlCC of working, 'I'his CfJul/try i~ al~o s:lid 10 rroducc e()J'per, 

tin, antimony, brimstone, alullI, salipctn', :mtl marl,/e ill greal quan

tities. ]n tllC l'ieillity of l\"ooshk!l !ial-:IIlUilOniac is so plentiful, that 

ueat' Busm(l1I there is a high mountain, called the Koh Nnus/mller, or 

Sal·amllloniac ]\itlUlll,liu; at the hoi tum of which, it is said, there are 

1S(' \'cl'al springs of watel·, so hot ll~ to llllil mcat in a f('w minutf"s, All 

kinds of grain known in Indin arc culti\·at('I) in the dincl'cut parts of 

lffekrall. 

.. TI,(> llI(>tl,ad II hid, Ih(> n:,I;,'(';, of llii. connlr,Y hal·c (jf smclli,,; thc Of(' i~ <'xnoed. 

iugl) ~i llll'll'; .. nil although it O\lIy, "t tilne", Icil"t a lIiaing IlI)r t;on of thc rartll mi:ccd 

"ith tht' met ., I, it j" from it~ ;"g<'nui' .. ·, worthy of attention. When a ~Ilffici(>"t 'Iuan!;t, 

"flllt' "I'{' is cvlll.'ci ... I, it i, 1,IIlccd UIlOll II pile of WOOl!, which i~ sct ull tift" n,,11 con' !;Ultl, 

,...,!'i .. u;,h"d "ith frhh flll'l , Ilulil th" urI.' melts a llll fuU~ to tIle bottom, \\,!,,·n it is &<'paratl.'u 

f.mn Ihe .hh .. ", aud fvu"d to he "o, •• id.'raLl, d .. nnrr Ih8n wl,en lir·t lal(en fronl the mill!'. 

It i. 110 .. " I'la({'" in II pil, mad!' of "" Ilwll til,,,,. >0 con,lrndeu a~ to numil II fir" nuder 

it. Thl.' ort' i~ lIb'llin n.cUrtl jl> t1oi, pit , ano a cO" lIid"rdblc quantit, of Ih" dross and dirt 

rt'lllQ'cd, hy ~kjmm;n" the "',"'et'. Ann Ihib I'roc'''';;, Ihe mdal j ~ lined out ill a liquid 

.L1t<') POllICd juto hollow ryliuders or doy, aIJd then sold. 
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AleI,ran There is al~o alJll1ldance of "cgct;Ihkc:, huch n, turnips, 

carrots, pcas, olliuo~, &c.; alJd the lIalilcs are particl.lm Iy p:nli.! l to 

the stem lind lcuve ... of the a<.aftJ.'!tida.trel', which tht'~· roa~t or IlOil, amI 

cat II ilh butter, or glll'c. Thi~ plant grows ':>ponlancon,ly Oil the 

lIIounlaim" and lias \\ llCII ril,e the appear,llJc{' of a cauliOol\'cr: Ill(' 

)cal'cs arc "Ollll'\\ hal ~i lllil . lr to Ul'cl·I'Qot. TIlt' g.IIlI, II Iliell i, iI1IJHUt\ IJ 

in l'i1 ~ t Iln.mlilie'''' illio llilll!rhloll flom !\)/IJl'f/ ' MIII, i, ,!t,IIIU flolll tllt' 

stem, cI(lse to lilt' rWlt, allli .... OlHctil1lr'" flOIll Iltl' IflUt il "'{'Ii: 3111\ it' ti,,' 

jnei:-iun i ... lIut made "hl'll tll c plant bt'gim to li pclI, t l lc jlJ.~llt \\tll 

crack of ihclf, allll thl' juice (,,!tieh 1I,II·/leO'. in 1111" ai r) e\,1I1c (IOIlI 

it. l\. I,\(lder, cotton, and illdi~o. aJ 'C al"o <:lI ll i" ,II('\I in ll.d ,JIIdu,IIMI, 

particuhlrly to tllc ('.I,>t wmti of "'('/ftl, mill lh~'! tll('1 j , clln~ idcrcd a~ 

superior to that of Bt'1lgrl/, and scl l ~ fot':1 hig h('!' III ice. 

The ooa!>t of IJ-Icl..-rol/. and hr'nll/III, :t~ far:1'1 ( '111'(' Jmf:', i ~ fakrlJ 

from the chart of Lieu tenant 'Villialll H.ohill~0J1, 'I ho ~n f\'("y('d it in 

li74; and the rcow,iuder. as f,lr as GUIIIIJUflfm, from thl! l.ltc S!ll'\'l"y~ 

(Jf Captllin 'Vaimnight, of Hi;. l\l:ti{'~t y'.; I>hip Ch ifltJ!lc, and Clptaill 

Jakc~, of the JlonoraiJlc Comjlllny' .. marine. TIll' 1l10 11IItaill ~, ri \'('r~, 

and town,. in the ill ll'liorof tIle 11I'OliIlCl', al'e "lid dllwn rllll ll till 

J),Januseri ph of C;lptains G rant and e lL! ;,lic, illltl Li("u tcllant Pot lingcr. 
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SCIND. 

THt: country of Scilld is situated between the twenty-third and 

twenly-se,'cnth dC'gl"ees of North Latitude and the bixty-seventh and 

8e\'cuty-fi~t degrees of East Longitude. Its general boundaries are 

tbe country of Cutch and the lndiun Ocean to the South; the pro\·inces 

of A/arwo)', JOlldpore, and Jesselmere to the East; those of Bhukor, 

liloultll1l, and the dominiom of the King of Cnlllll, to the North; 

nnd on the West, Mekran and the mountains of B{/{oftcllislun. The 

river I lldus, with its brooches, intersect this country and increase its 

fertility, fonning a Delta, in length allOut one hundred miles along the 

corut. It would appear, from enquiries made by Mr. Ellis, in 1809, 

when in &i'ld with Mr. Smith, that this noble river and the 

Plllljab form a junction, a few mile£ to S. W . of a place called 

ChnNl1JOQ)', ~ituated ill Latitude 280 31' N ., Longitude 691' 55' E. The 

collccli, c w.Llen; lire thelL said to take a direction towards the West, 

:mJ 10 tllmn 0111 U1l1ny brandIes, wllicll fcltilizc tht, couillry to a great 

C;(tcnt on both bidl's. About fifteen miles to the Soutb of Shikarpoo,', 

the 
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princillal stream separates into two channch, the most cODI> idcraltle of 

which con1inues its cour.-.e lli> fur as SehwlI/tlI, where it again hum to 

the E~t. and after detaching another small ltl'ancb, about twelve 

miles to the North of H !Jdmbad, ollce more hends to the \Vc.<, t. aud 

ellter<; tJle sea at a 1)lace called La/wr!J Blinder, situated in Latitude 

24° 22' N., Longitude 671> 23' E. 

The natives dC!lcril>ed this a~ an arID of th~ sea, and na"igable for 

large vessels, as far u.s Dhar'?J'u Bunda, three day~' journey from 

Lakery BU1Ider : goods are, cODseqUf:ntly, here unloaued , and re

shipped in the kanlafth, or boats, Wllich proceed as far up as 

JJfoulton and L ahore. Thesl;' bnats carry "bout a lJUndred tOilS, arc 

jJat-bottomed, but of great ltl't'adth, and when the wind is contrary, 

are either drawn along the banks of the river or pushell forward with 

poles. 

The most eastern branch, now eaUed the ]I,'ulla Smu:ra , is said to 

be about a degree distant from the main stream, in the parallel of 

lly drabad. It formerly entered the sea at L uklJllt Bundn', hut is 

now, if wc are to credit tllC reports of the natives, entirely )rn. t ill the 

sands. The FIIII)()/ee branch, whic11 has been mentioned a~ ~eparatih;; 

froUl the n:t.:Lin stream twelve miles altove JI,'lderflbud, becoRl Cf> "gail) 

connected with it by an artifieiaJ Cllt, about twenty miles below that city. 

This channel is seven miles in length, and that portion of the wat er.; 

which do Dot flow through it into the principal stream of tile Im/m" 

(. g 2 C'ntl'r 
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('ul('r the 8ca a t L Il1.1mt lkwirl', nud er tbe Ilame of GOOI/l'C, The 

course of tile (,'UlJnle ,It .. j{i Bum/,"', in Lat itude 24" 24' N" h('gilll 

tu llL' IJb \ lrtlc\l'u lIy ~hual, ; iIIl(l (/,t're is n';Il>on to fcar tbat, ill a felV 

Ycar' it will ~h , lr(' tll(, ::11(' of t il(' J\'ullu Smunf, auu he ... hsorucd io . . 
11,(, " lUd" 

J\ir, l\Iaxfidll, of tbl' ]~"llIh;ly M.lrine. who went:t!> fa r as If!!_ 

Ill'll /mil, dl'!>l:1 ihcs the Ilrinl.-ipaJ ~In'am liS !Icing in g(,IWl'ul auout a lIlilc 

i,l \'1'(,;11.111" u ut \:11') illg in tkplh from \\1'0 to til c falhoms. The swelling 

or lit t' I lIdlfS, o(;c'l~ion{'u hy the IlIdting of Ihe SIlOW in the mountains 

III' A ft"Jour,,', generally COJl lllH'lI t'('l> in Ihl' hcgi ulliug of .July, anti 

l 'u!lli ulln tu iU('I'ca,c IIl1liJ Ihe IaUcr cud of Allglll>t, 

S(,;tI(i llw) lie terw('u ,I Jcn~1 ('OlHltr~', illter~('Ctt'd willi rod.y Ilil1~; 

alili ncn \11O..,c partl> which arc at u Ili ~ "11Iee from the ri\'cr, arc capa-

1111' lOf hrillg t"u!limkl!, ~hou!d lhere be 110 fi, ilure in lh e 1l(:ri()(lit'a1 ruius : 

lHil thi" il> fn" jueutly the ca,,,. and no country ill lin' wodu i l> more 

!!lIhjr \'l to cOlltillual uroug llts. The hallb. ~ of tht' I II ,'liS, \1 bieh, a~ 1 haye 

alre'llly ~ai ll , :Ire anlluHlly O\'('/'/1uI\'(',I, {'1(II. Ii Pl'riwp" ill ICrtilityalHl 

JiclHlc!:~ the hOl,uer.\> of thl' 1 .... ;lr, " ith whi<..h tlll'Y h.n c hCl: n cOlllpareu ; 

lIIl1l Dulwith~t;1l1dillg Ihe it{1l0raHCC ;Iud oJlpl'\'~..,il)u of the pre~cllt 

r\llt'r .. or S/·iml, whn have ('ndu<,etl, anti l'Oll\crtn] the most fru i tful 

dil>lricts into g loomy .lull illlPC'I'\'io lis fon,,,t~ , ror the nUllh{,lll{'ut of 

bWJlillg. it )CI cfJlllillllel> in {'x/lort a cOIJ~i"cral;k flU<lll t ify flf I'irc :lUd 

gram. Tuc coulltry is, ill general, ill a state of culture, for lhirty 

or 
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or forty miles on cad i ~ide of th c rivcr; c:';Ct'l't 1\1 Sdfl/"II01 , "here a 

g rcat range of Illollll ini ns, o n th!' w('stcrn side, nppPJill'h to I' ithill 

fifleC'1l milcs of ,11(' princip,tl ~tr('am. 

The iutertlal gm"crnment of SrimZ is a milit"ry f1e ~pot i:-' 1l1 : and 111 1" 

lOlIpf!'llle :1Il(hOl it.v is ,"{'«b'd in three Lrotllers, of tin' 1lOuse oi' '1',11)101'(', 

ol"igi l:'llly frma lJlllolldlis/rlll, \\"110«(' !lames al 'C .i\J cer Golalll Al i, 1\1('('1' 

K 'lI"rc m Ali , :Iud i\kcr J\lnr,!l1 Ali. The dllc,t ha~ the t;th .. of 11,11.-:'1/1, 

or rul(O r , and is con~idt'n·tl loy foreign natj'm« as ,lw Iwatl of ,11(' ,!;,, _ 

,·crnment. TI:e Wlll lle ('OU ll l fY is Ili, iJ ell Lt'twecil Il ll' !!: n"(' hfL't h ('r"~ 

(the (' I,lest having 'he l aJ'ge~t ;.h::I"(,); bill two olhIT lIu'mht' r", of 

the reigning fa tui ty, n1ct'I' S"llr •• lj ;I1lt1 )\lc::'I' Tha r, l, lIh!IOII,I! i. not 

o!> tellsihle p3.rlal. crs of the :<lIprelll(' authority, ('xcr('i~c CWT) It,udion 

of go\'(.' rn ment with tll their r('~ IH"' di\"e t(Trit, )) i ,'~. The population uf 

this {'Olliltry i~ princi,,:tH} composl'll (If i\hholl\('lbli trill l''' fr om ]Jahm

I'!ti,~f(m . There arc, how!'\'cr , a e()n~illcl"ahll' HUlllhcl" of 11 iL1lloo~, 

who :Ir(' here plac{'d nn an ('lillali!) wit h the ft,Il O\I"C/''l of the Arabian 

I'l"Ol'het, and cnjoy tlte confidence of tlll"it· prin ce, alld the frce ex('rei "~c 

of their religion. The laHer a rc ('lii('l1y ('mploy{'tJ in CO IlII I1'" I,(:('; whilst 

the ;\laholllcdans clJn~ ti tlite the JIIiJ;I:II"~" onL'r, ami in jll'aec heeo ,.:,:, 

husbandmcn and artifle('r~. 

Agreeably to tbc treaty conc1:ukd in lj3!l hC'! w('en N:ulir S lt ,llt 

and the ElIIperor of D ellli, ",iNI i" IlGllI iu:: lly ~ul ,j ;d to Ib, i~:I 'g of 

Odw!, and ought to pay a )"early trilllltc uf t ln') n ' l/fl'", of rIIpl'"" \" , 

,\'hich is llC,'cr done, exc{'pt whcn Clli':.Jrc:,d I,y the ;d\·.~:I :: C or an army 

,. 
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:~t th i~ 11bec, I ~ ahoat n Ihilc ill iJ rcadtiJ, :\11(.1 four fatilolll s ill depth at 

th ~ d~;'F.' ~ l I'M!. 

I'd'" "L h'U lIIile., fJOm ')'(I(/(f i .. ('oradliF, the only good .!!ca.port 

III .... Ii A. h li l'~ ~C"t' llt ec ll mile" E. 1,:-' S, of Cape }lIQu;;c, in Latitude 

2·1' :il ~ X , :llld L ()/),ti itwlc (ii" lG K, ~It the head ot a bay which 

aRtllUS gooJ ~hcltl'r for 1>il il)l)ill ':;, aUtI \'c1>,d s of llircc Of fi.mr hundred 

fuw. Lurllll'lI ilia), euler the harbour, fl'OIll the beginning of Septemhcr 

10 tile la tter cud of .1'rby. Tlti" i" howc\'cr, to I,e uIIl\crstouJ only 

nt h;:.,:l1 watrr. there !lol b('i ng, llt auy uiller time, more than a fathom 

:UII! .1 I"tlf allJ it falilom and it IJuarter 011 tllc La,., 'fllc harbour i ,~ 

II,II'I'OW, 1IlIll Jdi:nueu on thC\'<'StC'fll ),oi ' l! of it s l'lItnl ucc by a castll', 

]'uilt ill 1801, 1>II0l'tly after the r:-;puhion of Mr. Croll', on \\hich lIrc 

I!IOU lllnl it few I, i!'''!'''' uf UIi <,el, ;c{'al,l c caunOl1, The s.oil :thout Come/lie 

i ~ "autl), and ~ Iollry. hut ('apal,Jc of b<,illg ('ultiv"I('(1 (Im ing tl)[' minI'. 

A ft'W (1ak-t rcc~ are SCCII in till' illlll1clli,ttc [){' i~ ItLoUt houd of t},(' hili'll. 

Lut the fluil Itl'\'el' cOitl e~ to pCJfcctiulI, Ll'llIun ... , lHallgol'~. gr<l pcs, 

1!J.uJla ius, as well :IS waleI' anti J)J1l ~l.-JlJ('loll ~ , arc i'/(Itl ucetl; UIII, with 

lilt' ex('('ptioll of the pU UlI'J.. ;n alld hri "jal, tiler(' are 110 \'('h"l 'lalJlcs at 

( '(jl'whie, The wutef i ~ Lrac1,i~h ; fud ,\lid forage;lI C S(',lrCC, shcC'1' nrc 

ituii lli:rcnt, but the cam(']s ,UH! draught bullocks ;II'C C'x-cellelt!, Thc 

lJOI)U\alioli of ('o)'/U·',;r i ~ c!>t illlatcu at eight tl!ous:\lIll soul>., the miljf)l'ity 

bci llg H i lltlOO.~ , \,ho arC' chit'll)' cngilg{'J in comllJ('rciai conn'l'Ils. The 

('XI'Hfts of the COUlltry consisl ciJidly of rice, g lue, hiJes, s.hllrk-lins, 

Jillllitetrc, pota~h, u'>1Ifll:tiua, tatta·c\oth, indigo, fnllll.inccnH', IInu coarse 

dotl.~, 
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cloth s, These articles al'e COlln')'ctl, in th (" fait, sca~O t1 , III Ilill.~I'f·s>· 

to 1Jom/m!J , GIt~ .:(,"f/I, alltl the coast of .:llft/al}(//'; fror.L wlw:)cc tllI'Y 

briug hack )lcPIK' r :ul' l OIheL' l-p ice~, iron, IC:II.I, s t('cI, cI(·p~t:U)( '" tl'cth, 

cociLiIlC:ll, with ~andal·woml allli otllt:' r woods. B oats proceed up a 

6Jllallt'I'cck, ill live HI' six (bys, frolll ( in-m'/lie. 

The town of GlIglllt contains "ix hundred inhaLilulJl 'i, aLIII j, 

built Itt the (not of a hill , at the IwHolII (If wltiell rUll ~ 11 smail crc.·\;., 

in Lal i/n tle 24Q 15' N., Longitude liS" i ' E.; mill t\. l~ ('xtcn~iI'C ruim 

of B f.mtiJol'flli , ;:ituated iu Latituue 24° ·11;' N., LOll.'jitu:lc (q" 50 F... 

are StlJlpo"c!l to Lte tJIUSC of III(' ancient ('ity of Bmmimdlfld. TIt ':'rc 

arc mauy other small tOWIlS iLl S"iml, hl'sides t hc allU\'C; but.l have lIot 

s lIec"cde{1 it) rccei\·iug: ;I Il Y itl fol't ualilltL tlJaI coul d IJ.' cl['l'l'mlet! on 

n~I'('(' ling them, Thc Lati tudes amI LUlIgiltu!.'s til" IJ,ljdl'lllmd, Jill/II , 

(v/"fff'hif:. &c. W('fC a",cerlaincd· 11)' il !ocricfl of o!)~c l" vatious takl'u hy 

t~upj;dn .M axfid d , of tlte H onorahle <..:ompall), ' s Bombay IHal'inc, 

-who an:ompullicd Mr. ::Sluilh in his latc sucecs~fu! lIli ~siun to tll C COlIl't 

of Scillll, 

511",11 coo~tin!; 1('~,(>lswilh .... nf' nms\ om] a 1['1')' high <wrn, 

II h 
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CAIlUL. 

I !lAD onc!' intended to have gh'cn a short description of the pro· 

\·inces subject to the Afghan gow!rnmcllt; lmt us that kingdom has 

)utdy heen visit<.-d by an English cmLassy, I r.hall now coniine myself 

to a r. tatement of til{' authorities upon wllieh I have fixed the principal 

Jlor.itions in the Map. 'fIll' gentlemen of .1\11'. E1phil)<;tonc's suite Ilave, 

no douut, had l11any opportunities of acquiring a knowledge of the 

countries til rough whicu they passed; and the aeknowlcdgcll abilities 

of the amuassador, himr.d f, lead us to hope, that he will fa\'or the 

]>ublic wilh :10 account of his lIli ~ .. ioll. A geographical memoir, 

witten hy Lit,ute)}ant l\'l 'C;lrhwy, one of tbe oflieers aUached to the 

cmlJUHY, and 5('nt home by ti le Supreme Gm'crnment of ludia, con· 

(nili'; much int('resting and \'aluablc matter. His account, lIowc\'(!r. 

of the countries to the 'Vest of thc i ndus, l>ccms to be ftllmdeu on 

Fflutes and informat ion furni shed him by the natives. It agrees, in 

lIIany particulars, with what was collected by General l\falcolm and 

oflkcrs att.,ched to hi~ mission, and may . ] havc uo doubt, ill geneml, 

he rcii('d upon as cOlTect; uut, perhaps, t.he plliition~ of ((dnd, BlIlkh, 

lIml SmllaTl..-rnul, lI1ay he fixe,l , with (,'lual, jf not more accura<:y, 

frolll .wtllQrilies aircu(ly JlUhlishcd. 

Samal'kand, 
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SWllfI1'k(llld, aceonling to Ulegh('g antI i\':l~C\' a Deen, is sit uated ill 

Latitude 3VQ 37' :!3 ' N., am.I the LongituJe dcullcc:d fruitl AII'Pl'() ;md 

rm:;lIJeelt wili he 6·.lG3" E. Major Uelillcl, in hi., Memuir to hi .. Mnl' of 

1-1i1ll1uNlflll, lll,lke:-. it G·l" 13 ' , hci llg tWl'hl' millutes lIIore to tht· Ea~t; 

1 hun" th('rcfore, a<lupleu Ihe lIlean, nuu placetl this city in Latitude 

3~ 37' 23 ' N. aud Longilude 640 V' E. The abo\'c po~itioll being 

fixed, we will now pl'occetl to ~cttle lJlttkh. The Latitwle of this place. 

as gi\'cn ill the orieutal tahles, j", 36" 4] ' N.; nlHl I :lIn iuc)ir,t'd to 

believe this statelUcnt to he correct, as thc routcs in Illy pos",esslOlI, III 

general, allow about a hundred alld eigilly-cight g('ograpllical miles 

between Samflrkuml and BI~/kll. The Longitude gi\'ell iu the Ori(,lItal 

tablc~ is tOtO E. Ot-:::'Wf?('1I. a~rccably to the ~amc authoril.y. j ~ I,lael'd 

in 85° E . being a <Iilli'renee of ](,'020. The Latitude of ('W::W(,f'lI, 

according to Bealichalllp, is 49u 33' ; ;liul therefore that of Bulklt, if 

cledul"'ed from Ca-:::.wCt>tI, willlJe 65° 3:1', which I hal'e aduptetl. 

Cul.wl is, according to Major nt' nnel, situated ill Lungit ude 

6SO 33' E., beillg 3° to thc East of BIII!.!I; amI, com('(IucIlIJy, dlC 

direct di~lancc of a hundred anti ninety gcogr'II'hieal mik~ from the 

latter to (ullllt will allow 34" 30 N. for tIle Latitude uf that place. -rut.' 
Latitude of KU }jdahur, 33°, is fixetl from the oriental tahll"<, ::tllli 

cOilllmrct.! with several cross routes; whilst the LongitlHle has LC{,II 

deterlllill~d by the road di;.tallce from fIend antI Cfllmt. Th{'~{' 

principal position!> ba\·ing been adjusted, the other,> h,l\'C hecil lait l 

down from them. 

J[ Ii 2 
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PASHALICK OF llAGD,ID. 

TRW. Pashaiick of Bagdad extends in aN. W. direction, from the 

tllouth of the S/lIlt~ul~Arfl/' to the rocks of Jlfcrdill, and ill an East 

and \Vest line from the confines of Persifl to the bank ~ of the Klta· 

hour, whicll separates it from the Pas/wlick of OJ:fu. The general 

houndarics lire the Eupltrtltes alUl .t('s(>rl of NPffiid to thl' 'Vl'st lind 

SOIl!II, K/{,;:;ishm and AliI/lilt Zag-ms to tllC East, tile P(f.l'lm/ick of 

Dim'hrkr to the N. ' :'11" lIIul Armelli(l, wilh the terrilOri!'S of the 

KllnJi~h t.:hicf of ./II /mnN'if'k, to the North. Tllis g l'nlt trat·t com· 

l)rdH'lId~ .Ii" \\'hol(, of Iii" ancient Bt/b.i//'III;", ami the grcatc<"t pa rt (If 

A,I"':'jI'j/l Pro}ler. I lihallnUempt to dl'iillcatc St'paratdy these Iwo grand 

di\'i~ions of til" P fI,vlw lie/.;: that is to say, the sp"t'e which i:. cllIhr;l ecd 

by the T igris and the EII}lJmll{',~, and that which is bt'yollii lhe Tigris. 

cOIIlLnoniy eall ,'!l lh" LfOIl'('r K/lrlfi,~IrI1l . 

BfllJ!lhmifl,· {II' (Iwlthl, which after the lHaccdonian eonquC'St 

l'ccei,'ed 

l1il~'fl""i", I"op"r:) "11I';'I..;,,!:", (''(h'ml('d no rurtl" 'r tOlla r· l~ th~ !'\urll, tlmn .I.e 

... .. 11 of ,l/m rprml(l, "",lliL(' nnmc of Ululd,,~ was IlI.'culi,u' 10 1"111 pari which hortl.~rNl 

<'II 11,(, I', nill/lr:"Ij: 
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received the general appe1lation of lJfesopo[ulIIia, dCfloting it !> position 

between two rh·ers, called AI.Trzira by the Arahian", aud Jra/~ Arabi 

by the Persians, is perhaps onc of the most iuteresting countril'': ill thc 

world ; and tho~e who ha'·e had an opportunity of oontl'lIlplalillg it~ 

))resent dt:soli.te condition, aud of comparing it will. the glowing 

descriptions whi<.:h th~ writers of antiquity have kft us of the wealth 

and fertility of that cclchrtlted rcg inll,;jF will perhaps b:.: led 10 rdil'd 011 

the iU!<itability of human gmndcur, and fl'ci impn.'"tised with the paiufll l 

truth, that the most polite and flouri~hiDg kingdom ill till' U1lin'fSI! 

may, iu the course of a few years, bc reduced, by tile weaJ..u("~s or 

dcpr.wity of its go\'cl"nment, to extreme w,·ctchcdncss, TII(' lIIighty 

citici> of l\,illil 'I'/I, Ba],!I{ulI, Sd(:IJ.da, and Cll'sip/unI, have l'rlllnlokd 

into (lust: thc humble tellt of fhl' Arah uow oecllpielS Ihe spot formcrly 

ndorlled with lIll' 1':lla("('s of kinb'"l';, ami Lis flocJ..~ prucur(' hilt a seanty 

l'ittauC'1"' of food, alllill~t t.he f,!lleu fragml:llts of Ilnc:cut llli,t!.llili.:;('II CC. 

'rue l.mllks of lI,e Bllp/fI'ldes and 1~~ris, one{' so prolific, i"·" nl)\\' , 

for the most part , c.:oH')"['(1 with imp.enctra!'l .. hrn.,h\\"!r~II I ; ami t il(' 

interior of the pro~·iJ)c(', which was triH·cr~ed, :md f<l"riJit:cd ll·j,), 

innmllerabJc canals, h <iel'>titutc of eitli('r iHiliLbitat l t~ or \"('getiltioll. 

Few (:lI~lDtrics in the Ellst art' hk" t \I ith ;~ .. iI-her ~ ()il, or (";'I'dl.le 

of being cultivateJ Wilh ~o liu le ('xt' rtioll. The ll:rri., :111111:.:: E, 

JJI~' r'lI, ~. 

Jlftl~'11(",;(' \l"M rec!.;oor,1 (''1n;,1 1ft m,r· " 'r'~ or A .;", iu [".i',1 "r n·, '·"W·, pr.',i , ", 

t il thc lime of { 'J r.N; 01".1 I;,\lrr\.,·, the d.,it.,· I, ,IJUl" I'au! ' " lh~ l'~r, i~" ... :I. ,,!, ,\" ,,~. 
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l11mtles, which arc nCl'cr furthcr distant than fifty, approach in Ihe 

L<ltitutle of Bagdad to within twenty-6ve mile;, of each other, 

and afiurtl an inexhaustiblc supply of the fin('~ t lYatl'r. They rist'; 

twice in the year, <IS Ims already Leen 1lI<'llliun<'11 in Illy deseripti(JI1 of 

tlJ()~c lIollle ... !reams ; and a.'> the water is thell nearly on a k,'ci with 

the surface of the plain, the irrigation may be accompli ... h('d in the 

easil..'St manncr, But the Ilopuialiun of Jrak Am,lii being c11ielly com

posed of tribe!'; of wandering Arabs, a\'crse, from Il riucil'ie and habit, 

to agricultural pursuits, these great natural ad\'antnge!. arc turned to 

no l ICCOUUt. H ere, a ... well as in P ersil/ , it i ~ ll!>ual fol' the lIat1"('s to 

rai;;c corn ollly ill thc immcdiate ,-jeinil), of tile tOWIlS and vitiag t's,. 

But a felY cxcq,tiou <; lIIay Itt· made to til is gCllcral rule, aud the follow

iug arc the mo;, t producti\'e portions of thi <; di"i ;, ion o f the Pm/wlicK, 

Tl,e Imo).. , IIf !itt' S/Ifl /, "I·., I J'f1b, ill tile lJ(' ig!tltvul·hom l of R"s.~or(J, 

l\I\li for Ilpwan\-: of thirty mile .. Itdow that ciry, arc well clIl!;,'at(,II, 

:lIld )icld \';lst (Iuanli lics of (latcs, WllCilt, hark}', and \'ariou ... kind" of 

fmits. The bonlt'l"'> of lh!! E llphm/ea, hefwt'cu J~f)nU1 .amI 8}~uk(lshd, 

produce abuntlll llce uf dry grain ; ami the territory posscs"ed by the 

Alg huz) 1 Aral.s, ",Itiel! j .... u low marshy tract , (orlllc!1 by tItC expansion 

of thc Wllters of thc R IIJlltrlllcs between Lnn!f)f) /t a Dd Salllfll.:fl /, is 

famed 

Wh~r'" pri, ate proprr!y is ;n .. cc lIl"f', nnd where Il l!! cullil .... lor ran Ilt"('r rn!"on on 

rr~ I , j D; thr (ru;b " f I,;~ 1;,I'ou,"" intluoh y,'an neH'. l\o'H·;~h . TIll' !,lI"IlIUMer, und('r II>" 

;"' '' de<,II ,I;,1I1 of tl'l) TIll k,.h gUH~·"'ncllt , ;s "I all li",{'s Ii,, !> I{' 10 J' ~H! hi~ lidd. )"iJ 

"'!I.I{', and hi" 1mbi liltion piU"gcd by Ibe myrlllidulI, of tllQs{' ill I)()\\{'I", 
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famed for its plcntiful crops of rice. The districts adjoining ltlrniill and 

lVisihiJl., watered by the river lJI!lgdollills, and a number of little hroo!-\ , 

arc, ill my opinion, hy far tbe Olmt hcautiful in the .Jezi/'(I, ami ill 1I 

toleralJle state of cultimtion. 

\Vc arc informed by Mr. GilJbon, that naturc Jill') denied to till' 

soi l and climate of A~If!lri{l ~Ollle of her choiec~t g ifts, jhc , ·jIIC, the 

oli,'c, and the fig-trec. This might ha\'e been tIl\' case in the age of 

Ammianus i\farccllinui>, hut is not ~o at the I,rc<,cllf day. and it ilo a 

curious fact, that the grape, the oli,'c, and the fig, arc the l'lost 

common fruits in til<' provinct', nnd may he sccn ill C"cry garden, Thc 

Ilonwgranatcs of Bflgd(l(l :lrc estecllled tlte most deliciolls in tire E(Ht. 

Apples, pears, aut! apricots of an inferior rJlmiity, are llhu alJcndanti 

but of all the prorluclioll'l of 1)·,,~· /1,.,,/JI Ihl' date i .. ,1, 1' 11m,! hcnclicial. 

Thl' cultivatioH of thi:.. trec is comlucted willi ~reat all{'utinn j aod, as 

the procc:i'l is somewhat remarkaltle, I shall gi \'e a lohort account of it. 

Doth the male' :IIlU the female begin to hlo~.~olll towaru~ the enrl (If 

Fehruary. The flower grows from the stem, hetwecn the uppermo~t 

hranches (ur le<lve,,), aod is, io apl}earancc, ~omethillg like 1\ hund! 

of wheat, but much more while. The fl owcr of the male tf'f'C i, Sl\'eet 

<lml palatalrle, hut that of the female bittcr :uul nauseous to t Ilc ta'l{C. 

Aboul Ih? middlc of March, when the Irct'<; are completely in fiowe'r, 

titey are Ilrulled of ttll tlleir exulterant Lr:lIlches; lind it j:.. sometimc<; 

deemed "dvisablt' to remove a ecrt"in (Juantity of the IJlos'>om and "tall 

of the IImlc flower, wllieh is then inserted ;ulo a I';tDali ill ci~ioll made 

in 
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in th" top ofllie ft'male tree. After the application of the male flower, 

the (lilll'.~ uf the l't:malc gnuJuillly illCl'eil,~c in size, until the klwrmee 

1/11 ~, 1'1' Ibtt' l'ipt'Hillg , which is ill August and SCjltcmb('r. A malc 

is ~ufiicic llt til f('cun<iatc mall)' llUudl'cd IClllllil'S ; and it is e\'en said 

tJl,lt IIlc same portion will, ill case of nec('Ssity, answer for scveral. 

TIIc Hlille Ru wcr ne",er produ{'('s fl'lIit, aud is caleu by tllC Araus as 

bread , citllcr grCCIl or roasted. \Vilen ripc, thc dates nrc pulled, alld 

apprnpriatcd :Ig rccilhly to the "iews of the owner. Some arc dried 

ill Ill\' !> UIl , ami ~tl'ung on lin{'!; made of gllilh' hair. Those that nrc 

inh'll(k,1 to IJe ],{'pt in a llIoist stah', :wr. illllll('(iialcly pacl;ed lip ill 

ha"t..cts m:ule of the IKI.IIII-leal~ and tlte sacchariue matic l' which they 

rontain is (o(llld suflieic llt to pl'csen 'e them fmm spoiling. The iuha

Li'ants of the,.;e countries iunk Up01\ IIw d:,j(,-jrcc as the greatest hless

iug they Cllj' I)": it yicM ,~ food fol' JlIcn, hUl'srs, lind dogs, allil may be 

applied, it is said, to threc hUlulreu awi !>i:t:ty ,lini:rf'ut u!>n" There 

:Ire many kiuds of dat t's; hut lllat whi ch is lll ll.;t cstccilled grows in 

tit e- vicinity of ~lekk(l, 

'fhe irOl'SC"; of tlris country have uecn rcnowned from time imme

morial. From tllClll the lin'ed of Em'ope has prillci p<llly bccn imlJl'Ovcd, 

lind tire licetest ruccI's of /.{eWllul'rkct Illay be numbered in the Jlllstrrity 

of the (~odoil'ltjn Arabian. They <irc of a sUlall !> izc, seldolU c.xcec{iing 

10UI1"(,('U Irands tlrree il1ch cs hioh, lIrc Ilc \'cr knowll to be ,'icious. 

C'Xtl'cmely doeik, 

tll lOlt their mettle. 

,lilt! of ratllcr a !lluggish nature, until heatell nlld pllt 

It i.; theil, and only then, that the mlue oftLis noble 

auimal 



Till'; PEn<'L\~ E)II'lR r. . 

animal can he estimated: aod IVlten lVe ,·jew tlH' healu)' iliUI .' ~Hltll d ry 

of his form, his delicate limln, the fineness of hi,. ~!;.i n, Ihl"(\\\);h \\":\;1: :\ 

Iii .. swelling ,'eins stem to furce thclIHl'lres, hi~ tail I'r,'l"i, ':1(' 
firc sparkling in his ('YI'S, hi~ nostril-> clistC'nJ('d, ami Ili ~ Iong 11L.l1I:.' 

flowing over his neck awl forehead , Ih(,l"c arc 't'lV \\"110 would Ilu t 

acknowlcdg" the bloOtI-lwrse of ..-ll"t1bifl to be till'" H10~t pcrf...! l"I ..... 1;, ' 

brutc creatioll. 

descendants in Ellg/(fnd, hut capable IJf IImkrgoiu~ a";tolli,ltiug falig ll ~'; 

and I myself ",a .. OIlCC 1I11der tIle neces.,ityof riding II cl,lt, Il..ur ~t.l : ~ 

of nge, about uillety Illilc ~, without di~llloun tillg from hi~ ImcL :\t 

the ('nd of the juurncy I ((.und him allllO~1 iI ~ frf' ~ I. it<; itt II.e ("(m Um' UCl'

mellt, and for a fortnigl.l afterward .. he trit\ e!IC'11 at tit :' raf( of forly 

mile,," a day, widlOut lo"ing his fll..,~ !t. Tlte lines! Itor,('· <Ire tl lf ,~e 

which nrc hreu ill tIl{' interior of .Nf'!/iid, aUlI on til{' frutl lil r~ (If 

S!/ria, 10wanJ, Dfl"lffS(·U.~ . Tltere i!> aJ ~u a \Try grJOtI IInTd fill the 

bank!> of lite Ellpbmfes. ill the (Ji:.trict iuitahilc.) II)' til(' tr ille of ,\I"nh'

fidge , great nUlllhf'r ~ IIf wllil"l. Ilarf', willtill Ih~·~c /ell" ~" " II". IWI'n 

exported to lltdiu I,y i\[r. l\fan('~ty , tll ~: Brili~ h 1I·~idcnt of j)",.\'/lI"fI, 

il gl'lItlcmall w)If)~c coneili'Lting mannC1"~ g.,ill('tl him nnpr('('(·J':n j~'d 

influcnce amOl~J:,-..;t the 1ri"(' ~ of the Dl"~('rt. A llOl"~c "I' tilt' 11I1l·...!~t 

blood is, 1I0\\'cI"cr, very tliflicilit to ll(' IW(Kur't,d , ('n'!) at R.I,:!;(/m/ 0)" 

IJII,~.\·QJ"II. :tnd will fel d· from twd,'C' llIllHlrcd tn Illr('(' tllotls;lIul piaM fC ", .... 

The llIo ... t com ilion, and at the .~allle tim::" lite mo~t u~efur ;wimal ill till.! 

• • Jl fO"mCI', 
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" ro\'illec, is the camel. TIHoy m e uni" crsall y tlf the dromedary elass, 

ha \'ing hut a single hump. I ha \"('" seen them of dilfcl"cut colours, 

hfoWl1, whit<', and a kad CI)IUlIf ; hut the [ orlll!.'r i ~ hy much the most 

pfe\·a lcll t. The usual tl"1l\'clling pace of those which ClirfY IlLlrthcliS is 

l"cmarkauly .~ Iow. seldom ('xccelling a mile and three·(luarle l"S, oa

t \\"o lll i l c~ iln hOllr. Those, IWWC \'CI', which arc used as riding camels 

willlllm'C Ilmdl 'luickcr, and th<'y ha \'c hren known to go from Bagdad 

to ..-11('}l1'o , a i1islancc of nearl y se\'en hundred miles, in the COl\r~c of 

ei:;llt 01" nine da ys. They fe{'d whell thcy travel on a salt prickly wced 

in thc D esert, cailed .I}III[I")· klml' ( tIle camels' ihom), which, will! il 

small ' Immtity of fl our a lHI walcr knemktl together intI) a ha ll , and 

gi\'ell them lIloming and c\"C'lIing, eOllst itult"s the wllllle of the nOllrish~ 

ment which they rccei,'e during the journey. Thcir spced is ;It 110 tillle 

{'(I'ml 10 the ga1l01) of a horst;!;* :md their trot is 50 exccssi,'c!Y 

roug h, 

• or II,is I 11:111 '1 "onl-i n~ ;n ;, Ihn"A"h ralh,,!" a ,li<"1; rN'aiJic proof, whr" ~ttacl; r, I, 

in 1101' I)""'rl, hJ a parly " I' II", fl ,·,I"" 'n ,\ r;oh<. TII~ puhl,c h" ' ;",",,'on which J wail 

""'I'\"y, .. III"1 i" 'r", i ll;ng" nll' tv all" ,,,1 II.,· ,1.il ~ 1 "'Y n .... l i "n~ of II c~rn\' ~ n , ""d l!o .. dired 

rmul th ro uj:h :l/"'''J~'I'''''i.-. ","l .1.,,"'01;" to ((",'hml il/0J''' !x'ing i nl"rd i~"~ 1 by thc O1'(]CI"II 

"r II ... P ork, in w' '''-'q,wllc,· ol" l :W ri·Jx>l1ion o r .';01) man 1'""lm, I lV a ~ fI'~"I \{ .. 1 In 1Il\(""l't 

lh,. pa"";,, uf Ih,· p ",!"'I, e ... ·", /I"p,"IIIl1o ,dlf I'JlO. I 1I« \> .. tin;: ly s,-I \>,;, from ,\1r . J: ich', 

''''1111', "" 11,c hanl.., " I' Ih,· 'Ii':!ri<, ~ h\>ul 110,' " lU\ or ~" I'I .· 'nl ... r 18 10, nf'cn llipauicd Ly 

r.mr ' ''' Ii,,· !.!ui'] rs " 'nl " 1'''''I\l;': I1I ~'' '' .~t\' a"l. " ' ,· 1, ;.\1 11 01, ,,,,\\·('v,·r. proc<:,'df'd ~I>OH' II 

tumlln "1 awl fi fl ,. lII i],'~, 11 ""n, 011 111(' rwuinl!: of th,' third day, we cn .. oun t cn ~l ll ~t rng' 

;; :i " ~ I' ~r l) of tt", W uhah('{', "'011111('<1 Un drOrllt'darir~, and arnwd in Ih l' Arabian fashiun, 

wilb 



rough, that it is next to i!1lpos~ihlc for a Jll'f~n,', not in I,ahils of rilliug' 

thC'lIl, to keep hi .s s('at. ,Mull'S awl a.,:.c.s lIfC al"o Ihed a~ Il\'a~ts 

of burthcn : the hllter arc ~n);LlI, and the {o1'Lu('r lIl'C prindl"tlly 

brougllt from Pf'1'"j'l. Bumlloe:. lire J.. C'pt fur tilt' Mike of thc milk, 

and OXCli arc ll ~cd for tIll' 1l\ll'J)O~l'S of lIgriniltlln·. Of IhC' wild animal~, 

thc jacJ..ill ll> ti le mo~t dc~trucji\'e in the (·Imu lry. The 1;011, the lt~'le nll, 

thc wolf, lind the willi ho;u-, are also common; and the alltelope, 

which appeal'.s to l'xi~t without cilhcl' food or water, I ~ (,,1" 'I'),wll1 'l'C 

seen 

,,;Ih ,c.l'mitar<; :nllllon; Inncl'" :\1)' hl'~ " (" nnti f:,;, lof,,1 goll;d, .... Imd 110 ~oonl' l' ,k ;ni"d llil'llI, 

"mn IIH'} fxotool. 11oI'm",·h',,~ 10 ni~lll ; a<l,1 ;111 1"''':.;1, "'y .. :",,,,1, n, ",·11 a' Ilml of my 

' I'nnnt, foll,,",cd 11t(';" "'''''1111'';011., ", far limn t~'i"g "hi" I" II .. :::" Ilt~"l [" tl",;1' '!"'I',1 

(wl,kh il w ... """"~"'" ) I" ,I" in "1'.1., .. I" ,·,,'n l ~·) w,' "c,'" "ulil'l'IJ 'ICCII I,;,'d ill ",,,i"I''''';II;:; 

o ur scals. 'I'll!' l",uT l'orlu;;:nf'M' lus!llg hi. "'I";libr;,,m, II lh pfl·"il'jl.,«"] '"11I<·]' Ih{' hl'Il,v 

fir t llc a,,;mal, a"d ;eUln~ {,11"",!?If'd :lII101l ,;:', j hi., 1,.;(,' ""', <u thi, "';lUnCI', 1<0 __ ('«( li~\·" 

foot·hall fur "1'1'c ral )'~ rd" ;lIHI in cO'N"luCIlC{, nCl' rI) pUlllnll'II,·,1 lu rlf''' lh. 1'1,,, h:ul(l;tli, 

;" lit" 111f'""I;III<', COIlI ill;; "1', I Imtljll.1 1;"(('1,, I",t· ullI' Ur",) 1,;,1"1,,, "hf'1I ~ Il''' rl. lu II ,c 

groUlul loy 1.\,,·;1' _1'f'U~. TJ,,·y ' Iripl "ud "1"nd,,I"'" u< "f c\t·,] thi,,!?, C'l'n I" mil' _hirl~. 

and tl ... n Il'ft ", brui-t·tI 1Ir111 \\\)(111,/\·0.1 ill (he /)C'l·rt, ";"'1'1' III' ,1",ul,1 i"r,·jj:!hly I,:tlc 

pl'Ti.hcd 1;,1' ,,, ... 1 of \\,,1\'1', h.lI! not on .. lIr ''',' glli,!,", wllu h"I'I'I,,, rd, hy II,,· gl'l'ah .' 

good fori""", 10 l,c mUIIllteti Oil " \ou"",,', I.eI'I '" '" ';0'111. 1 " ,llocd 100 nl'H'r l\ ""I Iu UII)' 

grenl di, lu"ce from U~; U1HI ll otl\ ;lh~I""lI;n;::- thc l"mcl1('.' of hi, I""..."" till' t1l'<'I, ',1 "f II,,' 

dromcll>lI"f'1 cou],! ,,,,te .. al'prund, I,i, .. , li e h,,'en ... 1 rmllld U, 1I1I1;l lloe \""1,, I "u~ tht·ir 

dcpnTlllTf', wb(,11 I ",ounl~ hch ind hin>, ;nIt! We mad" Ihe hr'l lOr UlI\, ",I,)' h"d, 10 

BI'Ktlad, "hcrc Ih" ho~pil"lily 11",1 kindnrs, of ,\1 ... melt, 11,,· Hrili,lt H .... ,;lIcu1, I'tl:tbk,j 

me, a fOfluight nftl'lwanb, to prOM:Cull' my joun",y h) II, ,: ,jjn'{\ I'U""·. 
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seen in great numbers. Hares are plentiful , but fox C's are seldom seen. 

All sorts of I'0uljry ,Ire uI'NI, ~'xe{' Jlting the turkey, The black 

J>artnug(, ;,!, limlJ{.I in grclI! 1I1H1llflal\('c Oil the IJoruas of the Fircrs 

and on thc cultimtC'd lands. Suipes, ami .,Imost c\'ery ;..p('<,;ic~ of wild 

fill,', may uc ~hot ill thc llIa rsh(',, ; allli pel i{'ans arc fl'C(lUcntly seen 

011 tilc Ellp/II'fl/t"s a mI T i,,," 'ih', 

During the months of JUII (" July. and Augu ~t, in the southern 

part!': of lilis IJI'ol"illcc, it is so intolcrahly hot , that the iuhabitants of 

l1f1glim/ ami of Ihe other towus arc compdled to l'a'!'~ the greater part 

of /Ill' 1i;1 y in :' U"'('T/':lII1'O Il ,~ OIpal" IIll'nts, called _,'lin/aI",: thc uig llt 5 an', 

1I0\\,c\ (I', ahnl) ~ cool, and fires arc ausulutdy nceessary ill the willter. 

'1'lIe prt'\'aiJi llg wiml bluw from the N. 'V.; sOl\lctimes. vcry hard, and 

ahr,t~'~ .\ocol'cJlingly hot dUl'ing the summcr. The /Jfldr: .l'cmuum, or 

I'c;.lilclltial wind, j " mo)'e commoll in the llcighhOllrlwod of Ba!{(iad 

than in ;IIlY olhcl' lJuarler of Ihe IIW\'illcc; but it is, ill general, only 

fatal to ,!,tl':IIJ':;t' r~. itS the AmlJ!> kuoll', with wOhdel'ful exactness, tlle 

1)('riOlI of i' l> al'prvileh, hy u fiery apl'('uruncc ill the horizon. 

With the ex('('ption of the Tigris and the Ellph ratc,~, the only 

ri ve)':. ill this division of the Pas/lltlick ilre the X/tabour and Afygdo· 

'/I/f8, Tt·{' fOr/Ill'I', wl,i(:h was called t he ('/mbol'os, is formed froill Ilt(' 

junction of a IlUll, I lcr of lillie brook~, whic11 have their source 

at Rasoul.!ill'f , tl1il' lt..~n flmmlg~' S, \V. of ftl crrlil1. The KIJ bo1(1' 

pm'su('s 

• TI,,~ was 01J~ a cOllsiolcral"lc tuWO. !Jut is now in rllin! , 
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pursues a southerly course, until it recdves the Jllj,gr/QJliu,t, when i l 

cnte-TS the EUjlhl'alc.\ at K erkeaifl, the ancient Cirr·cs.!iulII, which, ill 

tllC time of Julian, was the extrcme boundary of the RW'.lan empire. 

The l[('rmes, or l\'uhr ut llUlU/li, to whicll the Mnccdonian.., gave the 

name of JlJ!,~dfmilts, rise., in AlfmTl.t AIr,~il/a: and a11 ('r wa"hiug tile' 

ruined ramparH of l\7i~iuilJ, encircle .. the- h:he of the lIlount ilin of 

Si"jar, ' llld at the termination of a short, but rapid course, di ..,cm· 

bog ues, as hit" just been observed, into the 1':'/lI1uollr. Till' ph,;u uf 

Alesopolrwtia \Va" fonnerly intersected lIy mitlly noble callilli ; 

amoll1:,"St which the Nuh)' Alak/t", or royal l' in~r, wllie" joined tll{' 

7;Kri,~ ncar Se/('/uiu, tllt· P"lIU(,OPIIS, sOIlH'timc" mi!otakell for a Lraneh 

of the Eflp/mllt's, lind the Cllnal of I.~(/, m'e partic ulml y lllentioned. 

The fonner, originally Illig by the kings of A'~'\:lJria, W.I~ rC'pa irC'cl 

Ly TrajiUl, ill his ('xpedition against the Parlliians ; hut hlll'ing again, 

III II g reat measure, b('eome dry , in the age of Julian , wa:. a $C'eolld 

time clealled out, by the orclers of that prillcc, who conducted hi~ 

fl eet through the Nfdu' AlalellO, {!'01Il the E up/U'{de.\ to the Tigris, 

The course of thi~ noble callal may yet Le tr:1.n:d, half. way hetll'e('n 

Bagdad and liitle", ] :.hall, at pre.C'lIt, ~ay nothing of the Palla· 

copas, as it j ~ my iutelltion to spC'nk of it, at ',>ollle lC'ngt it , in Illy 

description of Afes/u'd A li. Not a H·<,tage now rC'mains of t he ('an:ll 

of l s(/, which is sa i,1 to IHl\'c commenced at I s, the 1Il01\ern lIit, ami 

termina~ at Opis. The olily canal :I t J)r(,~c llt ctlunectin", the J lH'h 

" 
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is styled tIre IIiI': it cuts the Jezira exactly Imlf-wily between lJas$ora 

;tnd Bagdad, and is navigable in til(' spr'illg for large boats. 

11l the description of the cities and towns, J ~ "ltll cmnlDcnCf: willi 

the c,'pilaJ; ltlld after alluding 10 lilt' ruins ill its yieinil),. llsn'ou thc 

'J ~~ri3 as tlr as 1I1;'1"IIill, and follow the CO\lf:-.C of the E'llplu'ules, from 

J\erkrsirl to its cntrnnc~ into the Pt'rlri(JIl Gulf. 

J\I:my donbts Imvc been :.tarlcd, relative to the origin of thc name 

of the city of Bagdad, for ages the metropolis of lite Saracen power 

The fa vourit e tradition in the E(lsi is, tlmt the !O po! sdcctcd for the 

huil(iillg of the ('ity forlll('d~' iJdol1~cd to a ('('I('uratetl Chri~tjall hermit , 

namcd Dad , and was frOID thence named BlIg-l)ml, or the garden of 

Dad. It wa~ al!>o callc_1 D(lr III Sa/mil, or tile mamioll of pcace; an 

apll C' lIation COllllllon to scvcl'Ul other towns in .E/nlbia, Bffgdad was 

fOIl1U.Jcd iI )" AI Mamour, second Calip" of the raee of Ab!.tas, ill tilt: 

Iluudrc(1 allll fjlrty.fifth ~'e;H' of the IIry'm, 011 111(' w6tern !.tauk of (he 

Tigris, (l1U1 is n'/,orted to hal"e bcell hailt alit of rhe fuius of Cli'sip/tOn. 

h \I"as adorned wilh UlallY noble and stHtely cclifice~, Ly the gmncleur of 

ib foumk,., til(' r('uolI'ned HaroulI.ul-Rush id ; ,rIIO also built on the 

c .. stl.'rIl side of the rir!'r, COllllccting thc two ,/uaders of the tOWII by iI 

hriclge (If boat s. lndc('d, the ('ity Jllay be said to lIa\'c attained its 

Ul{'ri,lian ~plc lUitJ',lr under the auspices of Zobeidu nud J .. Jfcr Barmc

keed,. the wife and favourite of "that vengeful hero, who hilllself 

preferred 

• For the am'c(ir.g ~tor.,· ... r AM)/l.5a :Iud Jnll""r n~rlllckccd, CQIL~uh U'JIcrbeIOI, and 

the fin.1 volume uf norjull'~ rom~ntic J,i~t ... ry or GOllzah-o di Curdova, 
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Ilrt'ferrcd his palace of R flCCU,· on the ]:.'lIl'''I'Il/(,S, to that of 11(l"'cb1(1 ., , 
whieh stood 0 11 the wc~tc rn "auk of tI.e 1IS'l'i.,·, and ti'HIII it-> maJ.." , i~ 

licence was cstlX'mcd o lle of [iIe \\'()Jltl(' l's of the world, Thi~ t!,'rCat 

capital continued to lIoul'i!>iI and incl'ea ~(',t nnd to ue the scat of clc~ 

ganec and of learning, until the ~ ix hundred anti fifty-sixth yt'urof the 

Ifr:i/'f/, when its wcaklle~~ and it s opulence c,uitl'd thc cupillil)' "I' the 

T ilrtar, Holakoo, the gr:llld~oll of JUIIgc('z Khlln, who toUh. tllc <"ify 

by storm, and extinglli!>hcd for evcr the reign of the Auha~itlc~, Ii}' the 

death of AI Mostascn, the last Cu/il,II of his race. 'l'Ill' 'fat·tars 

retained possession of BI/!:Jtlarl till the s('n'll hUll/h'cd aliI! Ilil,{,ty . fiflh 

year of the Iff/r(1 , when it 1\'1I~ sciz('u uy TUIJII'rlilllf'. (1) fht, /light (If 

the Suitanll AlullCd nCII A\js. Thc u('l)os('1I prince Ina·jug found 

prut('ction ill the dom inion .. of the Grh'k elll!,1 ror, 'il1 l1 "(' ~lnCtllly 

contrived to r('po$sc!> ... llim ~elf of the cit y; 11Iit wa~ finally ('sl'dl~ ' ~I , ily 

K iln1 Yusef, ill 815, The .ksccJ)(lant s of til l' lath'r rou liulH.'llm .... ll'l's 

of H(lgt/ml tililhe eight Il!ln~lred nnd SC\Tllly-filt h y<'at' of t il(' JJ,./~'{/, 

when t1)('y, in tlteir turn , wcn: doomed to ('xpcril' lU'c th e fUl'tulI :' of 

wat' and wcre drivl'1! out hy USUIli ClIs!>im. 'fll;:; family rl'igtlc~llhil'[Y_ 

lI;ne years in BIIgdflf/, whcn SII.,h lsmacl the F ir:-.t. the foull'kr or the 

rm'al hous(' of Sl'fi, made hilllsl'lf ma~ter of it. ' From Illat titHl' II) t il,' . . 
prc~ent day it h:t ... coutinucd to be an ohjf'l.:t of perpetual conh,u tiOl 1 

bclwl'( II 

• TJu: 'toman Xif( I"u))"illlil. 

t Pn1> i"I" to Ihi. periud, hm.(>,'('r, Ih(' nOlJriJ ~'t; ~rrJ :,;, ·ljl"I..iarls !,at! tkpr;' ('t! Il,,· 
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hctll"CCl} the Turk~ aod Pcn.iam. It was taken IIy Soliman the Maglli~ 

liccut, l:IIlU rclakln hy ~hah Abhas the Grcat, ]1 ~t()od a memorable 

~ il·,re ,-I"ai!l ~ t tillilaun J\IIU,1H1d, .... <It the Ill'<ld £If .111 army of Ih1'ee o 0 

Iluwlrc.l tlwn~nml mell; but lJeing rcduced to the lIlmO")st extremity. 

wa .. al last ohligl'll tt) ~urrclldc1' to that sanguinary tyrant, A, D . 1638, 

Thc cit y, Joinec thai period. bas rcmaincd ill the posscs$ion of the 

OUoll1ans ; and Aslull('d, the grcah_'~t of the Pashas of Bflgdll(i, and 

the lir~t wlill rcullcH'd the Pas/mlid .. , in a great dcgree, indcpcndant 

of Ihe ]JodI', ddl,llt\td it, with uncommon courage and ability, 

;Igain"t Ihe fon-cs of Nildir &hah, "lio haflled ill all II is attempts, WitS 

filially eompdlcd to raise the sicgc, and rctin', witll lo~s mul dilllinj~-h~ 

cd rcputatioll, into his own domillion~. 

The modern city (,lllbraces both batiks of the Tigris, but the prin

cipal part of it i~ on the C:l~tcrn sidc, h, in &hap", rcscmlJl('s an 

olJloug square, smrouuded lJy ;~ hiSh wall , huilt of IJric/.. aud lllud, 

f1 .lIlkl'd at regular di~tallccs with Tound towers, SOUle of which, of au 

imlllcnse sizc, wel'C erected by the ca rlier GIliplu,-, alltl far exceed in 

strength ami hcauty those huilt by their succe<;<;ors. The circumfcrellce 

of the walls, including both sides of the ri,-cr, is about Ih-c miles. 

There 

'''0''1 1,lt>OIl) and fi -rm ;ou~ d ..... l' .. t Ilml ,-,,,r '31 on II". 11" ,,,, .... r ("" ,',,"1;11""" _ Thc cily 

" 'l'iluJ~I"d, on <-OIul,I;,m tIm! II ... Iii ", ;wJ IlrtJp<'rly "f tll(> iuh"bilAI,h Ghould he ,,"('<1.; 

bUI Amu ... .!lh, ngBrdl\',~ of Ircalil'<, "11 Ille nioht of surrcllocr (3uscd thl' grealer p~rt u( 

Ihe pop"hlioll to be lIIa~~.lcrcd hl tord,.l i!)hl_ 
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Thne arc ~ix gates, tlln'e on clU'h sidl! of til l' water, ~n~lJtel'J1 large 

towcrs, aud an IWHdred 10m all ones (Ill thc Eil~t ~it:l(', :tlltiliJirlccn 011 

the ""'cst. The large towers lmrc cach fi,'c gun~ IlIlluuted upon them: 

mal1y of the smaU Diles Lill'e each a gun; Lut the gn'atest llart uf the 

artillery is old and unfit for service. The c".,lle <lt the uorthern eOI'n('r 

of the city comll1and~ the l'iI ~sllge of the 'ii;Vis i bUI is a place uf 110 

strength, and of pitiful appearance. lJngfiurl is, "pun the \\lIolc, a 

meanly-built city. SUllie of tile hou,"cs, ho\\'c\'CI', nrc nut lidicinll ill 

external D.j'pt'D.mncc; but arc Ilcith('l' so h:lIldsolllcly litted up, Bor ~ (I 

convenient in tlac int('rior alTallgt.'1I1ellt.~ , as tho~c ill ti,e larg('!' t(ll\'l1 ~ 

in P(,l'sia, The ~h·l·f·tS. ;11'(' so uarrow. thai tWlI hur,clII('u mel'ting' 

can hartlly pass ; and the !Hlzan, liithough extcll~h'e and wdl MIIJplicil, 

arc far from hanilsome, l~ew of the :ull'it'ut lIuildings rCllIJ.in. TIII.~(', 

howel'cr, wlli<;h ha\"c hid ddianec to the rarng('s of time and the des. 

1rucli"e haml of the Turks, arc much superior, hoth in c\cb'ance ,md 

solidity, to the mouern ~tructur('s . The lIIo"t wflrt/ly of n'mar!' arc 

the Gate of the Tali~man, through \,I.ieh Suit,lIlIl .Munlud entered 

whcu he tuok the city; the tomb of Zuhcilla, the 11I0.<. t Iw1o\'eu of 

the wivc>. of Hnroun-ul.Ru"hiil; a lony will,u''''; a ('OIlH~ lot of ])('1'. 

vises ; and the A[m/n:lw! JlfOS/('lI.1'f'l'oi , ... 0 f,uuous ill the Arahi:tll 

history, and now COlll'crtcil into the cu~tom-hO\hc, Nothill~ n 'l1Laill'> 

of d,e palace uf the tft/iphs : thcy arc cren ignorant of ,he ~P ')t Oil 

K k 

• Narrow streets are ab,otulcly nl'C('s<HY ill "cr) h,,1 dimal" " tlu l t',.· I' ,,~( · . I ·;<lI · . 

IIlIly be ~blltlcd I.y U,t' \\'nll~ fi om th.: rllp or til<! ~ lIn. 
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which it stood; and the prcs(,llt rc"iucnce of the Pa.~h.({s is n large, 

Ihough wretched hom,[', on the t'mlCI"Il ba\lk of til(' .. in'r. The only 

h;mdSClJlJe 11I (j~lcm t·~Wice in Bt/gdaa is the fOUlb and sanctuary of 

SIJI"il.." Abdul Cawdcr, a famoll <; Sl}olli doctor" who fioUli"hcd in Ih(' 

year (If the Illjru 5!lO. TI,is building occupies a large spae[', nt a 

l~lII,i~lcrnhle (Ii ~tanl·e from the ri\'cr; it <; chief ornament is a lofty 

('upola, \JI)dc" which nre deposited the bOnts of the Sh('iklt. It is 

alJlllulantly sUPlllied with watcr, by an :llptcduct from the Tib·"riR; t1,c 

court i~ di,·idcd into a \'ast number of little cclls ; and the cstal..li!>h~ 

JIlent 

TIo!' rlnli! (". "r lJn;;Jl/d rq:llnlloim II.'> Illl' guaT~iall IlI1;l:el "I IIII' ,·il.l, 1IIl,I ,,,I(lre~~ 

him on ni l o~ra >iollq of <Ianger lIud di~l\"('!l.q, beli~,· i"" hi .. j"Ru!'ncc in Iwa,!'n to hp 110 

!'fficacious, that through hiq m!'dinrion their bins .. ·iIl be for,;i,·,·n nl<d their ~ulfcringi 

al'('~iil tcd. Tired of ri'\i n,;, I {,lIlbnrk!'d in II slIlall \'c"~cI1l1 Ni((lltwl/ia, to pll~S oYcr to .... 

(im,/,,,,(illoptr, 01< hoard of "hieh WM al!lO p'u( of II rar,IWII that hall Ju~t arriY!'d from 

lJu.::Jmt. Wl' ;:;-ol ulUl!'r ,,"!,jgl, j" Ill!' ",·eningo, and ' '',,"'' rll, midnight gained Ih(" mo"tl, 

oflh" (iulf, ... I,cn the ... iull gr.ldually mt,,'a~ing, it hegan to blo ... very ~trollg from 

IIII' Prr>P(JNI.... TI,i~. ,II alldjlhJII t<l the 'wary ~wc !l arid !'\<X"~ive durkllcs~ of tile 

)lighl, fill.,,] the ruillds <If the Bagdad lu{'rclmll l~ willI horrnr. 'fIll' Grt"'l'k pilot in nin 

' ·III\1-a,·onrrd 10 con, inff Ihcm tb!'rc W~~ 1\" dnng!'r, proYidNI they r!'maincd quiet, IIl1d 

l.lIuwl'd hi. p!.'Oplc to mll"igate thl' iJQllt. 'flop)· would nol li.len to reason, and taid that 

the illlcrf'."T.'n«, of AiA!ul Cnwder alnne could abaU' the fury of the storm, and Te!icue 

\1«("110 from IIIl'fitao!1' dcal:, . Til i."pl"ri,,/,; the "ity of Iii!' SM,/.:", th!'y oc<:upi~'(II\I "'O'<t 

the \lholr "f the tleel., fi"Oru which thC')' refIned 10 mo"c: and Ih!' ija ilol'>! finding it 

iml,,, .. ., ihlc to \lorl-. thc ves'SCl, ral) u~ on bhore amollg'!t till' rock!; under the town of 

{;,bhn. 
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ment is so richly endowed, ;as to he able to !>uIJport ahout three hlllHlrcd 

fnnalies. 

Bagdad is !llill a place of great trad£', and Ihe resort of mcrehant" 

from almost e,·cJ'Y 'juarter of the ~·(fRt. It supplies all ", 1~ia lIli/wr, 

Syrir/, anti part of Europe, wit h Ind ian cOlllmodilic~, which arc 

importl:d at BfI.~.var(l, IJroug h t in boal!> up the 1'igri~" and then trans

ported by camvalls to 1 ('(,ld, C'olls[rllllilloph, / llf'ppu, D lIl/unwlIs, iHul 

the wcsteJ'll parts of Perliia. The f':hi cf impnrts fro ul 11111i:\ life gold 

brocade, cloths, sugar, lK'ppcr, till, !'alidal-wooJ , iron , {'hilla-ware, 

spices, cutlery, arms, and broad-cloth; ill rel uru for which lhey send 

bullion , cOPlle.·, gall .nuts, tanmrik, IClIth('r, allli otto of r()~(" . 

From A/cJlpfJ arc imJlorted EuroJican f>ilk ~ tllfl;, hroatl-dolh, sll'''', 

coch ineal, gold-thread , lind 1;c"eral othcr European artick ;., wh ich 

arc Lrought ill Urcck '-('ssels to Snmdcl'aa/l. The imports frolll P ersifl 

are shuwIJ, carpets, 1;ilk, cotton, uiLitc cloth, leather, a llti saflhlll: 

and thos(' from Camlrmtillop/c arc hullion, furs. gold illld l>ih cr-thrt':ut 

jcwd~, brocade, "ehets, and ot to of 1'0,,(,<;, TIl(' principal Ill:wu fac

ture :It this place is II. ilt of red alld yd low /" a lll<'l', wl.iell is much 

esteelllcd; hut ,,, ill; anrl cottOIl stulT,. arc likt'wi:.c IlI'Hle. 

The climate i", notwithstandiug ib t~xcc,.;,i\,t: he.lt, iH;\"1l0W!etlgc,t 

to be w .. ·ry healthy; but the nat il'es lII'e, without ('xcq)tioll , the IIp;rit' ~ t 

people in the Turki~h empire, and arc ill! slIhjeci to a cutaneoll '> c lj ~ 

oruer, for which llO cure has yet heel) (liscoV{'I,(,' /. Tlti .. <li"('11,,", 

which is also commOll to .. llepjJo alld ot her tOWllS ill ..... I/rifl, make.., il ," 

K k 2 lin· t 
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first appe:mmcc in thc fuml uf:t pimple, and then degenerating int(J 

nn ulcer, dl'ic~ np uf it llodf, lit tltl' cud uf eight 01' t('ll months, lea\'ing 

a mark, ",llil'll tlit' P('l".flU rd"iullo dUling the rcumindcr of his life. 

The cnviron:. of the towil, tnough callable of yielding not oilly the 

lIl'ccssaril:s, but ("l'en the IUXUl'il'S of life, arc altogether barrell, and 

the gardens, or rather llatc.grm'es, th:lt r.hade the immediatc baul.s of 

t1le Tigris, arc iaid out without any tastc. 'fhe ruills of the old city 

11lay yet be traeet! a cOllsideraLlc dillo lancc \II) the we~t side of the I'i,'er, 

llnd {Juitlltities of brick and tile arc daily dug up. The mean of the 

tI illt.·relit fJIN'I'\'ations in Illy possession will gire the pOl>ition of Boglrod 

ill },alit'ulc 330 20 ' N ., ,md Longitud,! 44° 2 ,1 £. 

Threc miks Korth of Bagdad, and on the western bank of the 

1igl'i:s, j " tIle town of KII:;umcclI , inhabited by altuut eight thousand 

Pl.'r..,ialls, whn ha\'e It ..:cn iuduccd to settle here, un account of its 

being the htil')ing-placc of Imam Mou~a Cas~i lH (the father of Imam 

R csa) ,Iml flllalll1\Juhomcu Touky. To the memory of these Iloly men 

n Ilollie lliO~(I\le has heC'll erected. It is ornamented with two 

gilded curwlns, lind like those of Aft-shed .. 11i and K erbdfl, !Jurporlcd 

I,y till' COll1ributio ns o f the pilgrims. Kazameen has a decent hazar, 

fifteen cofl'l'e-hou~e~ , three IW1/iums, and a caravanU Tfl; 'lIId orrol> ite 

the town is tbe tomh of Imam Altu Hanafi, another Maholllcd;UJ sHint 

Nine miler. S, \V, of Kazumel'1l , and at some distan ce frum tlJ(~ river, 

is a very extraordinary structure, of a pyramidical form, called the 

Tower of Babel by Europeans; Nim)'Qad, by the natin's of Bagdad; 

and 
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and Age/'kaf, by the Arabians. It i.~ one hundred and !lindy f('et 

in heigllt, one hundred in diameter, and from its :IPllCamncc J 1>houltl 

judge it to be eoe\'al with tIle remaius of ancient Ball!/luli . The 1> 11 ;t ll (~ 

i,s ~ illlilar. altllO\lgll much more perfect, It is built of Ille l>a Ull' 

materials, namely, squarc uricks drieu in tlte sun, ccmen ted lVith siillle 

and layers of reeds: aud an opening, auout one !tunuroo fed from Ihe 

hottom, secms to itHl i(~ ate its being hollow; hut as the ", ide of the 

I'yraltlid is qui Ie perpendicular, I have hcarJ of no I' el,,~oll tlwt hai 

ern' had either Ihl' courage or curiosit y to ellll'r it. Ncar th is 1o\\"I' t' 

nrc the remains of a "cry fiill' cahal, and the millS of ;] cit ~·, which 

i s prohalJ!y that of Siltner, mentioned hy X enopiton, 

On the eastern 1>hore of tile Tigris, cighkcn miles SoUl!. of B rIg. 

dud, ;Ire the rllins of th(' once l"l"kbl"atcd cil}' or C/I."i/l/wl/; aUtI 

ilOmcdialdy oppmiit' 10 ii , the ra ,llparts and f;,s~c of the Grecian eilT 

of Saeltcia, whieh a fterwards hccoming identifil'd with lllc form('I', 

under the name of Cochc, t llry a ~~um('d, whcn tbus uui tctl, II: ;: 

l'JIithct of At lIIodftiu, or the c;ti':<'.OI> The foumlation of the city oj" 

Ctesiplw1I, most adlllirnitly .~ i tuatcd nil a sort or p!'lIi muia , limBed "y 
a suddcli flexure of the Tigris , which ' : lu ~ t hav(' clIlhl'ac('t!lill ' .:; rentcst 

part {.If the t~wn, can hard ly be a<"('i·ih{'(1 to an:," parli cular person , ;I., 

it would seem to 1..I.t\.(' ineT('<tscti gnl!lualiy du r in!; a s U("(:I·~.~ ioa 0 1' 1I1 :~ny 

years, from a camp to a cily, Pacoras, slipposed 10 bl: OroucsJ K illg 

uf 

G iUWll, 
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of tIle ParlhiolDS, and cotelllporary with Anthony, is thought to ue 
the fir~t \\ llO surrounded it with willis, and made it the eUllitnl of the 

l'al"thiau empire. It was sacked, together with Sc/euciu. uy the g .... ncrals 

of i\I:uew. Aurelius, A. D. luS, and afterward:. by tbe Emileror 

S(' \(;ru~." It became the favourite winter re~idenec of the powerful 

successors of Artaxcrxe~. fmrn whom it was taken hy Said, the general 

of Owar. A. D.637,t 
The saek of CtcbiplwlI was followed uy its gfilduul decay, ~Ild 

little now reillaim uut part of the pulacc of Chosroe~ (calletl 1illlk 

K nm,t the arch of CllO~l'Oes) a IllcJaudwly emblcm of the glory of 

i!:. U1a~h:r. It is seen from af;u' ou the- 1'1.lin, aud present;, a fmnt of 

tlm'e hUlldl't'd (n·t ill knglh hy one hUIIJll'J and sixty ill depth! lun ing 

ill it-. ceHlle Il \,;tultcli hall, a huntll'cd aUlI six f('et ill height to th e lOp 

of tlle:u'c\', the :.ll:W of w!lith is cighly.fl\·e. The city wOIlls, which 

OIppenr to han' Iwen or \' (,I'Y grcat thid.nc%, lll<1y al:.o uc h'<lccd to it 

COIl:.idl'! .• blc distance 011 both biUJ)..S of thc ri\,t'r. 

In 

The 'p\" lu\""r "f the (Ulllt, uf "','pur and C'l1U~rUl'~ " tilt' peq)t'III~1 theme of 

u,,"u\JI 1.,. \u,.1 .",,1 '''lIIallce; and If ~n:,ht 1 ~ 10 bCS:l\'t'n to II,,· IIl~~'ulic{,l1 t accounb ur 

lb"I',,1 to· f'C Ih,· I,ltl<:r, ,I 1I1l1~t I" ,.", 'Ui[",~~~ d, ill "dlU!,' 311d l'l'<UlI), ('Ie'y huddillS" 

or Il'" l..u\(I , of "'Hch :"' 1 mt'ntion i , III"de III In_\o,y, 

t j.""I/, or llr.lI, '-II ,hlc "llleh 'I'CIII~ lol""c httll w.li' ~r""'lIatcly ll!'Vlictlto 

Ih.' iatt' f 11I·,nc~' uf Ii:,;' hUIl'c of !S"ti .. m, und \\J' rrohJl..ly dCfll,;'d fj om thc ('~o;ars of 
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In Ilroceeding up the Tigri;;, low.ml~ ]lIlIslll, we h1l" c lil' ~ t the ~ lIl a ll 

"illnge of Suw/iff, (·ight honr~* fm lll BlIgr/(1d. Fin' hoUl '''' fWlIl 811'1'_ 

diu il> D rgcl, the {lucient .• 4}11J1/II'fl, compul>C'lI of two "i llag" s, one calkll 

lJe/N/, and the otl]cr SIIIIII'/IfI , "ht'r(' 11]c border .. of the TinT arc 

culti\'atcd 10 sOllie extcnt. The lown of S(/1//(/r((, c1o<;e to whit'h a]'C' 

two old fOi t ~, callee! ./Is/lOuk ami J!(lsIIfJIIlt ( till' lowl' and th" helMed). 

is within eight hOllrs ot n lgel. H ere il> inil'rn'cl l\lahome,1 ul Mahadi . 

the tw{'\ft1l Imam. It is the Snl!!m'(1 of lInti{jllily, alUl ill Ihe ninth 

century became con!>iderahlC' as thc rcsidC'lIct' of s (,H']';1i (idiphs 

of the house of Ahhns. Ahout fou]' humJrcd hou~('s arc nil 

that lI]'(' left. TCII houl'~ fmm Samarrt h Trail, lind hdwC'('n 

them is the "Wage of K m'k, c<l lIed likcw isl' E ski Bagdad (nlel 

B'lgdml), formcrly 11 eily naillI'd Cordill, whe"e the Romans "I1(';"Impcd 

after the death of .JuJiau. 'lim'it j" thought to hc thC' nil·tlm or !"Ira 

of the ilOcicnt~, tlc ... c rihed as a nry strong fortr,, '>s, .lOd -"'li ll to h,\le 

heen constructed hy Alexander the GrC'at. It was chos(,1l ill th e 

seventh c(,ntury fo], the abode of a Jacohitc Prima te!; and having in

creased to a eonsiderahle tO\\,Il, was taken 11y TIIlJUr, in 1393. The 

rnin ll 

• I reckon tile IlOur at three Engli.h mil .. ~ nnd three f),uo.l' tt'rs, or n~arl'y the sa",!, 

l ~ 1l!lIfSlfllg. 

t A ~tc.ry was told me by lUI ,\rllll Shrikh of a lover and hiM mi~cr('S., who 11"d 

nbabitctl th(".;c castles, e" act ly sir.uilo.r to that of Hero Ilild Lellll.Jer. 

t D'An,ilIe. 



GEOGRA I'TII C,\L MltMOJR O~ 

ruins arc cxlcnsiw', and til t: nUlllb'~r of houses amount to nbout fh'c 

or ~ ix hu ndred, ",ith a C(lrt/lltlllserfl anu two coff'l'l'-hoI1Scs. Opposite 

to 1eNii i~ the IOllih of Imam l\faholllt'd Dum, bllilt all tile si,l !.! 

of (hc I'Jrtr{'s!. of n Ul'll , ftlundetI IIy AntiocllU". and bl'ttCf know n 

fiolll a trcaty here conc1udl'(l hy J o"iao, in which he surrendered to 

the P('r"ian~ the C:ly of l\~sibis aud the five provinces beyond the 

1 ip,Tis, Hotcler is a ruined ami fun;akcn town, a few leagues to 

the North of 1"('l'il, It is Illcntioned in history as lillving resisted the 

nttack (If TnV<1n and Sn'crus, as well as those of Artaxerxes, the 

subwrtcr of Ihe Pal"thian throne. There havc bc('n many COlu{'ctur{'s 

Tc"pccting the ~itc of Ol! i~' , tllc largest city Oil the 'fig/'is in the days 

of X{,lIop\lOn anti Alexandcl' ; and the learned Dean of W{'stlllillstc r 

11 ,,5 \\Till{'n a d is<:.nlitlion on the suhject, which confirms tllc opillion 

of D'Aovilk" who has placed it at the mouth of the Od(}rncfl, twcuty 

.fi'rs/wgs 1I00\'C ]Jllr;dl/{/, H ere was al .. o t11C tcrmillatioil of thc 

.l\I('.]iall wall, which commencing at .JIJllceprl1t'lfl, was built by die 

al!(.:icut Kings of ,':'~syl'ilf, to !>CCUI"C their domillions from the illCUf

:-:" II !> of lin:: 1\Iedcs. .Frolll T ecl'il to JI/uS/ll, lJy land, the coulltry 

i ~ I'ntirely desert ; and on thc !Jallks of lhe ri\'er urc a few tritling 

, illagl.'s, with scatler.:-d spots of cuhi\'iltion. 

'I'he city of ii/Will, nlthough lying almu~t III the ,'cry heart of 

the d<llUinions of the Pflsna of B agdad, forms of it!>clf, with a small 

t{'rritory not e.deud;ng more titan two miles Oil each side of die talVO, 

al1 illllcpcndaut go\'emmellt, undcr the orders of it Pasha of two 

tails, 
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tails, appointed by the Grand St'ignior. It stands on the western 

bank of the Tigris, in Latitude 360 21' N ., nnd ill so Iowa siluntilm, 

that tbe river, which is here one hundred yards wide', anti flows with 

astonishing rapidity, often rises to tile le\'cI of the houses:" Like c,"cry 

other town in the Turkish empire, it is ill a declining stale. The 

#.itone wall which surrounds it is bl"Oken dowlI ill mally Il 'aC('~, aud the 

greater part of the best buildings are crumhling into ruin'. The hOUSl'i 

Drc partly huilt of brick and IJartly of stonc; and a<; timh(',· is scarce mHI 

dear, thc roofs, and even tllc ceilings of the (lpartll.cnls, are vauil c(L 

The city has seven gates; llnd the castle, which is in a \'cry d('caycd 

condition , occupies a !>mail artificial island in the Tigris. The coffee

houses, baths, klUIIIS, and "azuI's, arc handsome' bllild illg~, ami tile 

latter arc well supplied with prodsions hrong1.t from A·/(nlhffw . The 

Karo, Seroi, or black palace, being now in ruins, the Pashu rCloitlcf; in a 

L I c\u"ter 

.. A rcrt~in d('gl'<'e o r lny.<lery I<t'f' IM to i" (',,lve the cad ) h; b!ory or Ilri, ("W", nlld 

I havc not lwton "bll' to dj ~,; u'l'r {·itl.,·r Ihe l)('ri",1 of ;t ~ f,'Ulidalio!l or . lre IInlill.' "r j,~ 

foullder. !\Ir. C ib1"," rOllj" ct llr<'~ it 10 han' 1""'11 .1 ,,' WI'. te,·" ."hurh or \ i",Io' hill 

whclhr r ;11I"a< 00 or 11<>1. j" anti'p,il) i~ 1}I',l ond " ,lmlhl : \or ,,,. lIlI,] ;\ IIIr" l iuu"d, ill 

t},c ngr~ of the Ii r,1 (idil,II., I,y tl,,' HilmI' of .1(" "I, and ' IIh ,r'l,,,,,,.ly '" ' " :,1 ... · .. "r "me 

importall r .. , alld \h~ cII,po,·i .. ", "r a :.,r"" \ :r~.lc 1> .. 1\'1.'1' 11 l', "hi alld '~'Jfill. I t ,'n"d ;\ 

l!iege llgai .. ~t the f;"IIOIlS S:liah,ul<'('lI, ill ,I. .. !.tlNh ~l·.'r "r 1!'I' il,jul, '''' , , .. t." ".Y Ihe 

Mogul., tlu-ce ycur, "h(~ 11 .1.' f~1I of H"g",,,I, ;l".lllr.u·ly ,uillctT loy T i,,,,,.-, ill :1 ,. ;.-,,: 11 

, car of tIll' ![,jra. 1 t II'ould al .o I.a. ,' fanru inlo 11«' !, mHl~ or NOlII;r !':",Ir, ill \ ,I). Ii J:;, 

aner a oomltard,nl'nt uf ftlrly .1:ly~, Imd he 11,,1 iJcl'1I un<.lcr Ihe II r(es~,!y "I' rdurJ jn~ ill! ... 

P <rsill, 10 ~r.lPlll"en 11 relK-lliup which batT l,cukrn oul Jud"c hi. "I>. , .• « ..... 
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duster of in;,ignifieant liulc uuilJings, ,.,j tuated in the dirtiest qnarter 

uf du,' towo, '1'hc IJrineipal ormu)Jcnts of .Vasul ;tH· a college, the 

tumll of .'3hciJ..h Audul Ca~sim, alld the remlli ... ~ of II uC'lmtiful mmquc; 

the willard of wilieh , built by Nomocetlccn, 8111(ilUfl of 1)(fI}WSCII,r, 

JJa ~ <l lillt, cfii:d, whell viewed from a distallce, 011 npproaclting tilt! 

city. The populatioll, as J W,IS told by the P{(~l/(/, amounts to !Ieady 

thil1y-five tllOuliand souls, Turks, Kurds, .lews, Armelliuns, Nesto-

1'iaus, and Arabs. The climate is prMcrui,llIy hCillthy, ,1Ild there are 

sc\'erai mincral spring .. within a sIlOrt Jistance of the town. On the 

wc~t of tll<' 1'igri'f, flu: environs of Afo.wtl arc wLolly lUlcultimled ; 

which circumst:tucc, combiucd with tllC great cxtent or tile llUryillg

ground under the walls, gin'S it a gloomy and Ulci:tucholy aS1Jcct. This 

Jlbcc st ill c:tnit's on a trifling COUlDlel'ce with Bag-dud and A,;ia Ajilwr. 

To the: fonller it scnds gail-nub and copper *' from Armt'llifl, 1I01\t('<I, 

,1011'11 the 1 /~ri~ on kdli('k~, or rafts; :l1ul, in returll, fcceil'cs ]II(Jian 

COIIHlIOJiti('~, Wilidllll'e fonvafll f'd to Diarbekr, O/jil, T(/effl, &c. 

011 tlu.' (11'I' (I~ ite bank of the Tig ris, :tlld about thrlie 'Juarters of 

a mile from thai "Ireillll . the ,'illage of lVlmiu, and I>cpulcl.rc of tlie 

J,rol'hcl JOllas, ~eelll to point out the po~ition of Nilleveh, tlie t~\rge,.,t 

city, I)crhaps, thatc,'cr existed in the world. ]h origin is al>cribed hy 

profane 

• 
fron, II,,, lI,ill~ or 1i.""UlIllno.l A rgurm, ~il"a\cli in lhe two I1r.lILch~~ or _~Iounl Tuurus that 

"ud""" Ihe voU"y of Lt'l'hnl<', 



,)ll'Ofatle '\Ti!ers to lYilll(~'. aud in thc Scriptures to Ashur, !ll c' ~Oll Hf 

S ltem. or /It'i lll l'(jd, Ihe SOil of ('f(,\ !t,~ The hi"tory of Ih i" metr(lpo l i~ 

i ~ lost in sueceeumg :lgCS, Il wo1i1t1 ~("( m g ra,lu:llly 10 hare 1:lll cll jllio 

uceay aftcr the bl:iluing o r B((/}yilm,' :lnu, in the rcign of Adrian it 

W:lS so eOIllJlletcly uesll'oyed, thai ("\'ell the pl:l ce where it ~food \\'a~ 

ullklJon',., A city being afh:l'ward-; crccicd lIem' the SPO!. l'ure the 

lIallie of l'lillus,' <lilli, in Illy opiuioll, it is the ruins or till' l'ltt~" ,1I11! 

not or thc old !\'im'I't'h , that arc now \'i~ibk , J o .. lIuincd Ih('~l' remain .. 

ill No,,{'mber 1810, llml found t1\cl1l to consi~ l of a rampart :ulIl fn "l«c, 

forming al1 oiliong slluare, not l'xccedillg fOhr mill'S ill eUlllpa,~ ... , if so 

JIluch, I sa\V IJCithcr stones or ruhbi ,.,h of .11lY kind, Till' wall i~, on 

an averagc, twenty fed in height; and, ,IS il is con:red with ~ra~l« , the 

whole has a stl'il..ing I'l'selllblal}(,c to some of the ROlllan {,lltlT ndJlllClits 

wbich ate extant in E ng/and, 

Eight fUl'mllgs below JI/osltl we discov('r lhe rcmnalll.~ of a Illng 

nificent bllml, or dyke, simil.Jr, in many rc,'pcc ts, to that III' filll/,Iff'/,; 

but 1i0 \'cry un(.'ient, that its cunstruction is aUl'jbuted by tile nalj\,c,~ of 

tIle country to Nimrod ami Alexautlcr. The ea<:calk, Occa:-.iu'lCtl by 

L 1 2 this 

• \\' !""n \'i~ itt'd by J ooa,. who was 'l"lli tl" th'T Ilj .!eroh""",, l\ i"!:, of !""d, it \\ ,, ~ 

three day ~' j ourney in circumference ; and J)iod ,.,,'u~ ,"i jr u!u~, who ha. 1:'in'lI II", I l illl"ll, i oll~ 

of "' i",;rrh, s;'y~, tI,ul il wu~ foUt, JlUndrl'd (lnd O'i!; hty s/mliu, orlvrlj'Q",cn llIil,,_, jn 

circuit, that it was ~urroli"dcd by a wall and to'H'T';: the f""m (Or, ou., t" ,,,dn:d r i~ ' l in 

height , lind so brood that Ihrcc churiots might ,Jr''''' on it abreast ; 'Iud ti'e luller Ino 

.uudred feet )'igh, IIndulljoulitillg in numbor 10 fill...., ,, hundred, 
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thi~ dam, has led some to ilH:.giuc it one of the cataracts alluded to in 

the camp;\Igll'l of the MacctflilliilU prince, which lire evidently the 

wakr:'alls of tll(! 1'igl'ill, betlYern 1Ji~ lbt:kr and lIfWltl. 

There :ue two roads frOIll ~llQ.\Id to Alert/jl', of whieh that by 

I.,l.i .lI1us,t/ and the foot of Afuwd Alasius is the best. It leads 

through a well,cllitivated COlllltry; but uciug much longer, is less 

ii'c~llle2ted thall the other. Eski 1I1/JSld (old Alas/ll) is n "illage 

·;\uatcd alUidst the 1"Uill~ of a large town on the ligris, nine llOurs 

from .ilff)~III. Somcwhat fUf1l1er up the river is ,le'X.emt til Omm', 

l"C'IJft'sC'llling the lilt! fortre~\ of B l"':.fllxle, and a town of consequence 

during the ill\"lISioll of Timu!", lJy whom it was takon allll destroyed. 

COlltiguous to this i~ the di f-trict of Jehal 7vr, or southern extremity 

of Almwi jll{/.,jl/,~, rClUurk:luly fruitful, aDd well peoplcd wilh Yezi

Jians, Nc~torilUl~, and Ja{'oiJitcs, who hu,'c here sc\cml COllvents. The 

olhcr roau I cau~ frolll the gatl:s of 1I1usui to the ,Iistrict of l\Ti.vivill , a 

,li stam:c of twenty-four .IiII'SI/7/gs, or eighty.foul" miles, through a rich 

cfluntry, entirely uninhabited; if WI: cxccpt the village of Hug-lie, 

where, em the top of n hill, there i:. a ruined citadel, which froUl its 

local V0..,ition I conjecture to be the ancient castle of Uf. 

Thirty.four furs'!1Ig~ from MOSllf, twelve from lIferdill, and, as 

llcarly us I can gucs~, about five miles from the foot of JI[QUJtI A[asius, 

the aticlltiuli of the EUI"OI1C.Ul tra"cller is attracted by the situation lllld 

singular appearance of the petty ,·illage of Ni~i!Jilt, which recals to his 

remcwhrancc the celebrated fortress of Nisibis, wllicb from the time 

of 
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of Lucullus nntil the decline of tlie empIre, wns tcgaJ'linl "y the 

Romans as the firmest bulwark of the East. This city, tCl'llil'd hy the 

Macedonian!> Alltioe/lin llligdolliu, n"as tahll Ily LUf"ullll . ., frolll 

Tigra nes, King of Armenia. It stood thrce memorable sieges ngaill~l 

the Pcn.ian king, who by an article ill the treaty of Dura was put into 

'Iuiet pos~sjou of a fortress, which had sueccslofnlly withstood til" 

utmost efforts of his arllls" ]I,:i.\·i"il; conliuut"d as impregnablc in thC' 

hands of tIle Pt"rfoia ns, as it had been in tll(l~e of the Romans" It 

bran .. d the :attacks of lo uecessh'e emperors, bullied the military talent .. 

of Bl'Iisarius himself, and only IOl>t it<; COlIsc(Juenec when, artcr the 

final ol'crthrow of thc housc of Art:l);:erx('~, it fell, ' ''get/ler \\"ilh the 

otller cities in Afc80potamja, into the power of fhc Sar,I(,l'm. 

The foundations of the will1.~, ilml "{'veral delachl{! Im\'{'p;, as 

well as llart of a chlll'ch .built in hunour of 51. J.IIUH" who W:I __ 

formerly bishop of NihiLi,y, arc '>till standing. They {/\'erlook lhr li ute, 

hut ralJit.! .. irer. !fJ)It;(JvltiIlS, illlt.! arc appmadlt'd by a ~:nalJ HOIH,11l 

bridge of tweh"c nrches. Tn IIle I\"l' ~ t there i~ a I"iew of thc loliy 

mountain!> of Sil!jffr , eO\'crcd with n~rJllre; ut,fl Ihe prospcd If) the 

North and ER'it i<; bounded I,y the ridge of Alf)luu )limia.v, furming' a 

\'ast amphitheatrr, at the ('xlrcmi!y of whi{'h •. iu a dc-iu" {by, Ilmy 

be deicricd thc di<;tant turrcts uf lJ/'-r(Jill. Thc iulj,ICCHt ('OlLntr~', 

particularly that on the .. ide of A/(J.wd, has a 1,lea<;iug, a, \l'dl it~ 

ftourishing appearance; aud tbe numberless villages wbicu O'"CTl>IH"CiIJ 

the 



GEOGRAPJII C r.I ME)f Om OF 

the plain , hcing allllo:.t wholly built on littlc conical hill:<, bcar l\ 

striking rescmblance to our (clillal c<l ~t l c~. · 

The Archbi:-hup of JlII',',/i11 rrc~ellt cil 111(' with se,"cral G reci,ln and 

RomaH e(Jiu ~ , m:compall il'd by .1 fell' tither small untlllu"s, which he 

inlorilleu IIlC had hccn dug ou t of tile ruins, about a year ago, by thc 

inhabitant .. of thc '"illagl" Amung'll thesc wel'C a. bcautiful head of 

Comtautine, a Hopc, and a l\1incn-a. 

Thc mountains of Si,!j m", 011 which slootl Ule fortrc~s of Sm/Kura, 

which was al"o surrcndcrcd to tilc PCI'!.ian ... by thc Ilusillanilllous suc

cessol" of JU!iiUl, is, J "llOuld , uppose, alwut t'igll t 01" tell miles from 

]..'(Si";8. J was lIot able tu karu much eonccrlli!!g this mountaiu, as 

it i1> at )ITC1>Cnt peopled by several tribes of that bect styled "\ ezedi,t 

who 

• 'Ve IC'arn from (:ihl'OIl, 11';'1 !;npor, in 0"(' "r hi~ 8;.;.& .... , conlri v~d , loy confillius: 

Ih(' "uler~ " r Ihe , iYer , 10 i'lu",[" te (\'(' f OlmtT) j",II>('dialdy un.[('r Ihl) "uJl~ uf jY"'t,;" 

~" thill, I,y [,:1\ jJl~ rf"~'''''''''" In flo:, Iillg [~,tt('ri'''', th(' " ,.", Ianb \\(" "(' cn"r.[ed 10 roml~'l 0 11 

"'lu:.1 "'r IO ' the I, oop~ ,,100 <I('C.' "de" Ih~ ,""mpurl, . Hul M Ihe ,"I('v"t;oll u f I ii." l'bc(' ;h 

rOIl <i"r rdOly "I""e Ihe 1(' ,,"1 of 111(' .... ''''' try in it~ ilillnediule vir;"ily, "lid Ihe 11 ~'ig"Miill< 

i. n H' r.." jn ,jgnjfi ~"11 1 . l rt'~Ul, it i . di fficu ll , .. inlAj::"i u" IlUw Ih;, work ooul" I,nn' 1><'1'11 

~rcollll,li.llC'd, (, ,,'II "." b Ihe n tond."renl r<"'ooureC"'< which the ~ino nlu~1 hal e lind nt his 

Ilj~Jl""'1. 

t T ill! Y ('zed i, .. r" Inch Ih~re ~ re II grell! lIuIIII)('r ill I"~ lIei;;-!.IJtmrhmnl ur ]l.1"1UI, 

\lor.hip, or ratllf r tl ('pr ..... ~I('. Ihe .!",;I ; fur they h:' , e " II ; (10", Ih ~ t the I "' '' ~r \l hid, lie 

!"",,!'''I'~ " ,"rr 10"""" 111 i, n"lh" jl!'d" '1'lwy en "1I dj~Ii "e tu ht-ar the lI3Ul(' of ti,e ("vii 

~pi ( il n.~nliolled ill 11,('i r I'f('$(' II C<'" Th~y 3I'C the .k'>C4IlItlll.lIl& of thobC Arub. \Iho 

followed 
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wlJO arc the mortal enemies of the 'rurhs, a nd hal'e nel'cr been com

pictely ~ubduc(1 by tUCIll. They lic ill nmbu:>h bl'li ind thc rj , ing 

g rounds whieh !>kirt the road hetwecn ]IIoslIl ahd 1I1erdill ; and us 

trav(' lIers are Qbligcd to puss :l/oucly wild. tlVl'n tyfur,wmp;s ill length, 

th('y arc liable. if not numcrou"ly attended, to be IIlnrclcrell by thc~e 

miscrl'.mls. Sil!iur affords abundance of' pa"turOlge, :lIld abo yield,; a 

!>ufficient (Iuanlil y uf grain for the con!>UllIlltion of il s .~ avage inha

bitants. In A. D. 31 1, a bloody battle was fuught ne;lr this plal'('. 

bctwccn (he Eill peror COll !>tantius <Iud SapoI' till' Secontl, in which thc 

fOflllcr sustained a total ddeat, and was 111 i,'cn "y II if- "jcloricus ri,\'al 

alTOSS the Ellp/lI·fdes. 

Ahout half-way iJ('jweclI .i.Yi.,·ibis mId ]lIen/in ar(' the towers and 

ramparts of DuJ'(/, !> iluatcd clost' under till' hill ,,; ami, with thc 

exceptiou of lJim'IJckr, in a m ore perfect eontlitiun than an y ROI\I:m 

fortification Wllidl I h:lvC f-ec n East of the EUJlhmfes. This city owed 

its origin to the Empcror Anatasiu~ , A. D. 50.1; and was taken, after 

a siege of ninc Illonth~, Ily Cho~roc~ Nushshirvan, A.D. 572.* It 

still hears the nalllC IIf ('III,~lr/lll;l1(, D UI"lI; a lld, li kc ,," isihi.y, lIa..; 

been 011 thc t1cdille Cl'er sincc tl.e cOll lIue!>t of the AmiJs, ill /)41. 

followl'tl lhl) h"nner. of Yezid, ami fongl,t n,(:ai'ht 1I 0, .... i", i" the 1mHlt· "I' l,nl"I<t; 

our! I"h,· ikh '\ 11 .. , the fou nder uf lit .. ~'~~I , i" i"lnrNI nelll' Ill",,,!. 'l"1,, 'y ,,,t,, .... """ 
Supreme Being aM the crealor ~lld 1>l', ... r.,C\Or of liL .. hU'Il"" mel', .hi,,], "i"c "Uti "Iher 

strvllS '''Plot'., aut! ci reuPlCise like the l\Iahom,·dan,. T he Turks h",,: an ".toni,hin" 

1IV!.·T\iion for Iltl.'>e POOl,I ,., aQd lim";;;",, Ihl) ],atred i . ",utn ~l. 

G iLb"". 
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The term. 1I/~6oJJOlami(l, corrcctly speaking, comprises tI,e whole 

tract bctwecn the two great ri\'ers. It has generally, however, been 

only :llll'licd to the plain Iyiug iJctK-'C'Cn the wall of lIlacepl'Ucifl and 

A/minI Afus;II,', which touching the Tigris on oue side and the 

EllpJo'oles on II,,; other, changes entirely the nature of the country, 

all to the S. E. of it being flat and snnd,., and all to the N. W. motJn~ 

tainous and ruggl'tL On the soudlcrn sidc, and not far from the top 

of one of cl'e mo!'t wffy lIlOlUltains of this ridge, ;,; situated the city of 

Alerdill, commanded h,. a castle, which crowns the summit of the 

rock.- JU('I'dill, as mlly I>C surl'~cd, is difficult of access. Ou the 

Norlh ~idc it cnn ollly I,l; ;lpproacIil'J lIy ;1 narrow pathway. which 

wintls amidst the rocks and precipices: all the South the ro;ul is somc

wJmt better, but still "cry ~teep, and about a mile and a hruf in length. 

'l'hi :-, i':> the ancient station of Afard~. and yC't retains much of the 

appearanc(' or a Roman tOWIi. Although in so elemted a situation, it 

has within ij ... f'if a plen(iful supply of the tinest wltlcr; .mll OIl> tht' ,·ine 

is cuitj"lIled wilh success in the rcceS~l> of till' mountains, wine lind 

"randy (arrnck) arc madc tty 1.lc Arllleuiluis ill considerablc qUlmlilics. 

The houscs are all built of fine hewn stone, and appear to be vl'ry old. 

The 

• I "i,ilt·d, during no) Inn-d" 111'0 otl,cr ca~I I,'" exactly ~jm il n r to thai at ,U,,y/ill' 

Ihe Iir~1 a t Tor,,', 111(' lllr!;c.! an,r ti nc,! cily ill A,ill Jlliiu'r, UIl" ri ,e "til", at " fum ';'I, the 

l,irt h'l'h,c~ uf Str~ lj". JiI'I"C 1 ·ow ~Ollll' "('ry ('xtranl'dinary 6CIIII'I"'''''' rut ill til(' ~ iJr nr 

WI' roc\;, ,,~i" tn be HII' tomb5 ur the allcicllt kinss of Pun/lis, WIIO, for WIiIC tillie, held 

their court at d>!lww. 
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The windows nrc small, grated with iron ; and from die pO'Iition of 

thc tOWII on a declivity, added to the narrOWIl(,S8 of tbe streets, the 

buildings scem progresskely to rise, aile on the top of the other. The 

population of Aferdin amounts to nearly eleven thousand souls, of 

which fifteen hundred are Armenians and two hundred J cws: the 

rcmaillder arc Turks, Arabs, and Kurds. The Armenians IJave 'Jere 

sC\'eral churches, and II patJ'iarcll, who was educated at Rome; he is a 

wtll-informed man, lind I'ighly respected e\'cn by the Turks. 'I1JC 

waHs of the city are kept in tolerable repair, and a few old pieces of 

cannon are mounted on the towers of tile ca~tk, which is now in a very 

dilapidated state, lind has ncn!r been completely repaired, "inc<! the 

place was taken hy Til}lUr. A/a(iin is fOliy-six fill'sultgs f"'Jm lIlusul 

;md l'ighteen from D i({r/)(·/tr. It is the fronticr town of the l'(/slwiik 

of lJagdad toward" C'cmstalllillopic, and uuder the gMernment of II 

}Ilussuleem appointed by the P asha. 

As it would he foreign to the ohject for which this Memoir has 

becn drawn up, to illu~trat(' the position of c\'cl'yancient stalion now 

d('~clied or fillleo info decay ea ta&k whidll18S :Ih'cady IICCII so ably 

executed hy M. D ' Auvillc), I shall contcnt lIly~df ill filllowillg the 

course of the E ltl'hrate&, from the junction with the K/III/WItT tto ifs 

mOllths, lIy llIC'rl'iy mentioning tlle mu~t cclcbral{:d or thQ<,C' 81:ltioIlS, 

together with thc tllWIl8 and principal villages at tllC pre~(, lIt Blnll ient 

illh .. hitctl , The first pl:ICC i ~ K erf.calfl, built on an angle formcd hy 

the uuion of Ihe Bup/lrutes alld X/whour. This is the RUllIan ( 'irf't'-

Mm SlUIn, 
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SI/mli fortified lIy Diodd iu n, who Ill.~de it the hurrier of the elnJlire, 

ami ,. here a gllrri,oll of ~ix IJJn\l ~'Uld soldicrs was usually maiutuined· 

ll(ll'1t i., II/{> ouly 1mI'll hct""Cl'n A-I'rkc,~ifl <lwl AlI1wh. nud cOll~ists of 

about two hunured ~t()nC hou~c:,>· ill the midst of cxtcnsire ruin!., 011 

the oppo,.itc side of thc river arc die remains of a cas!ll', erceted 011 

the slHlIo.it of a rock. /Jlllmh (the AlmthQ of AUllllianllS MarcclIinu;,) 

is a wcll -uuilt ttl\nJ, auout a mile in length, 011 the Ea!.t ullnk of the 

EUJllo'uff'S, four mite!> from }l1ll1(1, and sevcn days' journey by a caravan 

from JJugdmf. Thi .. pLlce has, ;,illec the rebellion of lhe hlte P us/w, 

tJ{'coml' ;,nhjl'ct to the S/I(:i"" of thc Jaruai AmLs. ami it!. cn"irons 

prouuce 11 filir prolJOrlion of dates, corn, aud cottOIl. 

Ten hOIU'S "dow AlUm", Jludidft (the Pomb"ditha of IlIl' anciellt:,» 

btl"sls of three hULldn'll IlOmes, Wilh a numucr of fruit-g:lrdcns ill its 

'i"iuitr. Six IlOurs fW I'1 thence is the ... illage of AlIlJlJs, wbieh ha:.:t 

IHlOllrcli 1I1l11Iifly-nim: houses: anu fOil!' lwurs from the latter i!, .Ju/.JII, 

which from the natural ~j rcngth of it;, :-.ituation, in lUI i ~ falHl of the 

B llpltrlillw, I :ll'pn hellu to be the fortress of 17lilullw, impregnaLlc to 

tile arUl~ of Julian. Julm, in ih prc:-.ent state, e()lUpri~es but fonr 

hlllllh'l',lllvul>c!.; ami tlte i~lallll, which is nearly tw~ mile~ ill length, 

j ~ tokrahly C'ullimtcd, :l11d adomed with gardens, -intersected with 

groves of dat e and other fruit-trce~. 

Niue 

• It j, 10 I,e' rem,d .. ",!, 1I,,,t lH'r1tal'~ not above two.~ h;r'l ... or c,'ell half of lhOil 

11O!l'U ,II I",,>c ,iJl;,;I'~ arc iul."l,itctl. 
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Nine hours froll} Jubo, and twcnty-scH'1I from B(lfJdm/, stands 

LJit , mentioned in history under the names of l~ anel .dI'(Jp(J/i.~, a~ the 

place which affonletI the bitumen wherewith the wall~ of B flv!/hm wl're 

built. Jt occupies the western hank of the ri,'er, eonta;ns lIhont six 

InlOurCiI houses, ami i ~ SUiToulltk ~ 1 wilh an (JIll muu wall. .'\ hriJge 

of boats has U{'{'O here thrown across the Ellpltl"oln, for the accom-

1\lex\;ltion of the CanIV:lIIS of llflgt/ad alld Afrppfl. A f(·w hOllrs 

Lc10w I -lit is .liles/tefl, a ,·illnge of tl lrcc hund!"cil hou~{'~; anti Ill'::<:i to 

lJf,.,\·//Cti is Fclugifl,· or A1I/Jm', "'hil'h, undc!" Ih{' al'llellation of PCI·is_ 

IdJII I", is ranked, in the hi"tory of tile C;Vllp,ligIlS of .Julian , il.<; the 

s('eond city ill ./1s.o/l"i(1. An atteJJlpt wa<, made a( til at place 10 ;UT{'~t 

thc prog ress of the Rom;1n grncrnJ; hut it was la kt'll , ill!.'r a ~hol"t 

sicge of Iwo days. Thl' ci ly \\"a" !"cdll ("cil to a<;h{'s, ;1Ilt! a ~lHall pal,lce 

lias since beell e rected Oil it~ ru in,., uy Soliman the GrC;\I, P(/.~/III of 

BCI{fflml. The pilgrims goi ng to h('r/u:ia gClIl'rally (,I"O~ S til!' rin'r at 

tllis !>pot; on a uridge of Loafs. The largc ;tnt! IloPlJllla ~ I~)WII of 

Kernelu, or Alt·J;ltcrl Ilussl'lII, .;.e.'cn fl(r,wm~s N. " ' . of iIi/if-II, ... tlltHls 

at the extremily of a ,'cry lIoLI(' canal drawn from the EII/,lirtl'e"~' Tili .. 

ffi die } QIQIJt:~·i{f t I!lentil/fled II)' tile Wlcieut h>"(>ogr;'p !J(:rs ,, ~ iill ill{"OIl

lliderulJlc placc; but ~illcl' Iltt' Ikallr of J IO~"eiH ! the ~lJn (,f Ali, ily 

~I III 2 Ellima, 

• 1'1" .. b" lI\e of ( "."'.1"0, \\hcr(' th" .\C,",'~r l .... ru .. 10'\ hi .. lil~ , " . .h f" ,,_,I,l ill the 

fbin UChH'('1l ll il Dnd F,llIgi,(. 

t Duilt 11.:.- \' o\ogl"5(', one of the Parthian 1,ill~', co\emr"r,'r.v "itll ;.; ("ro and \-c .... 

ro.~:U ,,· 
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Fatima, the daughter of the Prophet. who was slain near, and is 

interred at Kerbela, it has increased in magnitude. and become more 

~Down, from the numerous hUllics .... f pilgrims of the sect of Ali. who 

continually flock to it from all quarters, but in particulur from Persia, 

t v pay 1IIl'il' devotions at the shrine. The environs of the tOWII alld 

borders of .the cunul arc shaded by extensive plantations of pulm-trees; 

and tile walls, which arc upwards of two miles in circuDlference, have 

lately been repaired, to secure the riches of the holy city ."gains! the 

predatory incursious of the Wahabcc, by whom it was plundered some 

years ago.- Kerbc/o, lms 1i"c gates, a well.supplied 1/O-ulT, and sel'en 

khans or caraI)Ull8eT'US; but the chief, lllld indeed only ornaments of 

the city, are tile tomb of Hosscin, which is l1(lorued with a lofty 

cupola, gilded l.Iy Nlu.lir Shah, and a lIoble ffi O!oquC, consecrated to 

the memory of ALbas, the halJ:'bl'Othcr of the Imam. Although 

lI[es/mll1ussei" is ~uhjeet to the Turks, the m.tjority of the inhabitants 

11rc Pers ians ; 11nd it has eVl'r ueen, and still is, a favorite object of 

their killg, to outain pOl>session of this pbce, as well as of Jlfe.yhed Ali 

and K uw1I1r:(,II . 'fhe cannl of K eriJelu, or N(I.ht· Sarl!s, though it now 

IIC.lf'S the name of Iiussl!i/li, is morc a.ncient than the days of Alex .. 

a,lIller, and is suppose!l, at one time, to have been connected with tllC 

fJU/lT Niiiff. 

In 

• T il" prngrc~~ or ,hi. "eel PP!l('nrs no,y to be at :l ~1!1Rt1: few (ll'o$Cly tc9 hue buD. 

made (or" ""mtX'r ,,( )-.'a .... pn_', "Ill! (be mvst paltry fQl"tijJc~ti onlla!l bo..-cn foupd ~umcien t 

to arrC!lj the cw r«-r of th"ir COllq"('~t~. 
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In the Latitude of 326 25' N., and, according to my reckoning. 

fifty-four miles from Bagdad, stands the modt.'rn town of l1illelt, 011 

the banks of the Euphrates. It covers a very small portion of the 

space occupied by the ancient eallital of Assyria, the ruins of which 

have excited the curiosity and admiration of the le,v European tra

vellers, wh{)m chance or business has conducted to this remote quarter 

of tlte globe, aud have be ... n partially deloeribed by Benjamin of Tudcl .. , 

Beauchamp, and Pietro Della Valle. 

Nimrood, afterwards worshipped a~ a God, under the mIme of 

Belus, is the supposed founder of this great and celebrated city. 

Herodotus, however, toays nothing of its founder i and ouly imfonns 

us, that it was strengthened anti adol'Oeli by Semiramis and Nicotris, 

two of its sovereigns. Many of the 1I10st emiuent of the ancient 

historian'! have described the wonticrs of Bahyloll. h s dimensions :Ire 

(urnisht.'<i by Herodotus, S.ralm, Dimlorus Sieulu:(, anel Pliny, anti 

tbe lowe~t computation will allow three hundred and sixty s(ml;" for 

the circuit of its wall s;* or, aceorfling to M:~or Renncl, :111 :area of 

sevcnty.two square miles. This spac", although indo~ed within the 

wall~ , was not entirely filled with buildjn~". but like the IlIfOJ{' 1'il c ilif s 

of IJa.\wora, Bugflad, ~lIld J.VlllI luOl, Illth! Ilwhahlx cOllt:lincf l {'xll'mille 

garden:; and ('ven cultivated fields. The city i~ dt'f.c ribcd by Ht'l'fu]otlls 

• Ilerodotu~ ",'ys four hun,lrf'd and ,,;ghIJ; SlraiJo, Ihr!'" 1"""lr!'<1 II n<l ,·;,;;hIJ./i, !,; 

Curh'tI~> three Iluudred lIud 8;xty.!,j~hl; Bnd lliotiuruI, from CIe.ian, tlm'(l tllll"l r('d 

and lix ty. 
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U~ being or a qU3.draugltlar shape, situ:ltcd in 11 ie'l"d plaiu, and didded 

into two equal parts !ly thc Euphrates" The walls, from tbe most 

moderafc accounts, wHuhl 11111"'1Ir tn hn.\'c bcen I;C\' ("III), "fi\"(' feet in 

ht'ight autl tllirfy.two" in brealhl.: they WCI"C Luilt of Lrick, ccml~otcd 

with 'lituIllell, antI t'ucompasseo by a dit ch lincil wilh !hc salOc lila. 

terials. One hundred brazen gah:s, twcnty·fivc in each filc!", 0llened 

iuto as mall)' r.trcch, which int('rsceted allt) cut cael. other at right 

:mgJes, eli,"i,ling the city into l>ix hundrNl 111),1 twenly-"i" sfluares. 

MallY of the Ilou~es W('f'(' Ihr{'(' vr four storics Iligh, and scparated 

fl"ol1l C<lC!. (IY ~ 1Il;111 ("Hm Is or gardcm" The kmJ.. ~ of the ElIpllr(lte,~ wcre 

f"ced wid. urick, and the illlmLitautll> dcscclu.led Ily stl'Jl~ to the wuter, 

through slllalllJnt~'i gates Jixcd in a lorty wall, whicll ran parallel with 

the riH'r, 'fhe- bridge, Jly which tht, two fluarlC'r l> of the cit), were eoo

lU'CICd, wa~ fi\"e fudoug~ in length and thirty (cet in breadth. The' 

8tunes were joined \{Igel1wr wilh cI:HlIPS of iron rmd molten lead; it 

wa~ floored with hcallls uf Ct'd:'f, cyprcss, and pallll·trce~ , and fo,' art 

and ('uriu~;' y yielded to nOn<' of the wurks of Semiramis, A palace 

wal. en'elc,J at each end of the briugt", commanding 11 prospect of the 

eity; a,Hl a~ :lIc Ellphrul r,," flow('d frolll North to South, one or thcnl 

stood on tl,e EiI'>t, and the other on the Wcst hank of till' ri\"(~r" That 

on tlie 'Vest \\"a"~ surrounded by three wails, and \Vas "six ty furlongs, 

or SC\'(,1I llIilcs rtnd a half it! cir("llillfcf"('lIcc" The l,aJ.,cl"!> haloing h .. :e n 

«'omplctcd, 

.. lI ~ ntll,,'U~ "'~)' Ih~.I" "erC! Iwo I",ndrcd cubib, or thre(' hundrt'll f~ct in heigl,t, 

and bCI{'nty,livc f,:~t in hrendt!. , 



completed, Semiramis dug a prOiligiou .. 1101111 , or Iakr, int o which !lit' 

waters of the Euphrlltes were direrted,· that u \'aulh',II' ;, ~"t:;(, might 

lie Cllt tlllder il s 11(''], from olle palace to tile other. 

The temple of Jupiter, or Bdu~, i~ differcntly t!l' ~erihcll lIy dijl~l'eut 

authors. Herodutus sap it wal> a srpwre of two ,~lud;'l, or olle thou· 

sand fect, ill Iltc llIithJle of wllidl arose ,III {' Il() r llllJlI ~ tlm'('r, or til t' ~olid 

dcpth and h('igilt o f onc slll/fiulII. and cOH~j" tilig of {'ight turn'ls, huilt 

one ahm'c the other, and gradually t1ccrea~i l1iJ,' t llward~ the top,t It 

was a~ccllded lIy a winlling !>llIin:a'I' 011 tll(' e .... 'cl;ol'; and 011 tlte 

lOulIlmit .stooll ~I dlapcl, cOlJlainiug a clludl , lJIagllilict' lilly mluml'd, 

anti a goillcu 1,Iule, ] r "as Imil t, ;1('c<lrdiJli; to Diotl" nl"', of lIrick 

and lI it lllll('II , illld 011 its top t lie ~!atucs of JUllikr, JUliO, ilud Rhea, 

i1l Ol'aten gohl. That of Jupit('l', or lkl u~, was furty fCl't in height, 

aud ~ tootl ill an upright Ilo~t urc. RIll':l wa ... I'cI1I'C!>(, llh.' d ll:>' si tli llg'. 

awl ,Juno il.~ ~tanding, Diodorus also mentions the golth'u talJk, a~ 

\3o,t.'11 as mowy olhcr vainalllc articles, whieh he says thc Pcrsians :-.acri· 

kgioll~ ;)' 

• '1'1" '1"(' wil s no I{rf'at lIifficulty in turni ,,; 11,(, ColiN(' "f Ihc l:IIJ'''ml~', ill a ,·o u u'r,. 

,hu' il . " at"I"' .1,,,,,10110",1' hcru c"ul;IIt'd 10 ,;"· \,, ,,;1 , "f ,j" ",. \ ii" i:" 1. ,1.<J: II,,') lilli'" I""" 

... i,ber 0"cd 1owrd III(' wl."It· ~,f 110 0.' surr""",\i,,;: "oll lllr) , 0:' ::'1"<',."" 1"""",:<' tu 1110" ,~", 

t Th<~St: dinu:ll ~ i OIlS HI'I",,,r ~o ci i'l'w(l ,dioll<II <', tll,,1 \l"J'" It,"'I< I, II I", h ·, ,Ii" 

fU~'..J thi . subjl'Cl ";Ih hi~ u, <.Iul ahilil). [!,)" I," Ih,' :l1l1:,,'II I;, ,jJ "I' ,;" . . ,.",: I,,,,, "I' I " 'II" 

dotu ~, I1cj mlidull, IJ obscn'e$, lhal ti,e i,J" <l "I' II ;",rp' 'I«;,'ul ;" ,,, ,I: , .i .. · 1,,·"'I ... ·,j .':0.'1 

in height UI"I us DHtch ill lenglh. i ~ ritl iculo.II' ; l'urtie"I;,.I.r ,, :. '" " " ,,!.' ,, '1(' . ide ur~ 

base r"f " s"l'cn;lrudurc, thut IUU,! be $II I' IHl>c<1 lu la';n ~""IC ! "'I'or lHlu tu it. 
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Jjgiously carried away_ The temple of Belus, agreeably to Strabo, was 

a StadiU1R in height, and a stadium square at tbe base. It was plnn· 

tiered, and partly demolished by Xerxes ; and Alexander, anxious to 

restore it to its former grandeur, employed ten tbousantl Olen , for 

two months, in removing tbe rubbish, when his death put u period 

to the undertaking. 

The Babylonian empire was subverted by Cyrus, wllo took tbl' 

ca))itul, by turning the course of the EupJwales, and marching his 

troop!> along the bed of the rh'cr into the centre of tbe city. The 

walls and (emilie of B e/liS arc said to ll::tvc been demolished by Xerxes, 

on his return frOIll the Grecian expedition; but this could not have 

been the case, as we find them still standing in the time of Alexander. 

After the building of Seleucia and L'tesiph01l, it becamc gradually 

deserted ; and wc learn from St. J erome that thc space within the walls: 

was corH'crled hy the Parthian kinl,'1, into a royal hunting park. From 

this pcriud we ceu!>c to hear of .Babylon as a city: but nutwiths tanding 

so many ages of barbarism and iglloranc(' ha"e passed lnvay. tra

dition !olill continues to identify ooth it !> name and situation. The 

town of Hille" i" said, by the J)copJe of the country, to be built on the 

sdte of Babel; and some gigantic ruins, slill to be seen in ils 

viciui ty. arc bcJi"rcd to be the remains of fllat ancient tnetropolis. 

I "lsitt'li these ruins ill 1808 ; lIIllllllY friend Captain Frederick, 

whose lIalUC I have had frequcllt occasion to mention in this Memoir, 

spent six days in minutely examining cvcry tbing worthy of attention, 

for 
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for many mile .. around Jlillch, I .!Ilmll, therefore, without noticing 

the description given by former travelllTs, state first wJmt wa,> s<.>en by 

mp clf, lmtl afterward,;; the result of Captain Fredt'rick':. implirics, 

The principal ruin, nnd that whieh i., thought to repl'e ~(, lIt the temple 

of Bdlts, i~ four milc!> North of IIll/ell, mull! (Iuarter of :1 lil lie from 

the East bunk of the E llpllrtlif'S, Tlli ~ sltlpendoll" monument of 

antiquity j,;; a huge pyramid. nine hUlUh'cd paces· in t"i rc·um fu cncc. 

anti , as nearly as I coultl gues .. , 'Lhout two I.UlI111 ,·LI ancllwcnty i"ct in 

height at the rna .. t elevated Pal'!. It is an exact (Iu:ltiranglc. Thr('{" of 

its faces arc .!I till perfect; but that tow.lrLls the South ha" lo:.t l!lOrC of it.: 

regularity than the othcrs, Tlli.., pyramid i .. built cntirely of t..rickt 

dried in the sun, cemented in "ollie plilces with lJihllflcn an,1 re~tllar 

layeN of reeds, and in other; with r.lime and rccth, which :t()peared to 

me a'! fresh :t .. if they had only been used a few Jay~ IJcfore, Quanti-

tie .. of furnacc.haJ.rfllll"il'k W(' I"", hOW(,Vf'I' , ~r;atter(:d at til(> t4lOt (If the 

pyramid: and it is more than probable that it wa~ once f.lC('d with the 

lltUcl', which have been removed lIy tltt, natives for tile con<,truetion of 

their houses, The outer edges of the IJricks, from "eillg cxposed to 

N 0 the 

C.lplp in frl'derick mp.aBU~'( ih ... J:~~I :m.l S(>ulh fae ..... AI 111<' 101 ', "",1 found flu: 

former 10 be on ... bunt/red and eighty, !llld the' laUe'r ()III' huudtc<l <111 :1 ni,,"'y pnre<>, lIt '" 0 

fi:ct and a half eael. l\act 

t All thai Capilli" . ' retk>riek ~aw 1II'rc ecme'nled 1Iil]' hiluml''', 0" I'nli-nnl: II 

ftmall cavern, however, abollt twenly fel.'! in deplb, I ",uud Ih.,t 11\,·1" ,el., in tb<' interior 

of the mlUl! WCI'(' in,'arillbly cemented with sliwe and laycn. of ~cd~ at ~'od, CJursc. 
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tlte wcather, have moulden'll awny; it i~, therefore, only on minute 

examination, that the nature of the material", Gf wlJich it i~ composed 

( ' ,\I) be ascertaillt·d. " ' heu ,·icwcd fl'Ulll a distancc, the l'uiu h~.~ more 

the ap[lcaralJ('c of ~l slllall hill than a huikliug, The a_~(.'t·llt is ill llIa ... t 

111;t t:t'sso g(,lJlk, that a PCl'SOIi may ride all o,'cr it. Decp r<l.vincs ha\'c 

Ucen sunk by the pcriodical rains ; and tbere urc numerous long narrow 

e'l\· itic~, or I);lS~ .(gcs , which arc nOw thc unmolested retrcat of jackals, 

hyrena~ , and other noxious .mimills. Thc Iwicks of which this ~ll'Uctllrc 

is huilt arc larg('I', amI lHuch inf('rior to any other 1 have seen : they 

bavc no j1l3('1"illl;01l5 upon thelU, lIlItl ;\I"e ... ddo!U u~e" by the lIati,'c~ , 

on account of their softne,",s, The llilme gi,'ell IIy the Arah~ to tltis 

rnin is I:lm'(!lJl antI ftfttrllOi; for thl'Y belil" 'c thal, Ill'ar the funt I)f the 

pyramid, thNc still exists (although ill\' i~iule to mankiml) a writ, in 

",hid. those two wicked allgcl~ wl."rc condemned uy tilt' Almighty to II(' 

sn"pr-IlJcd lIy lite h('d~ IIlItillh.· ('nil or the world. a~ ;ll'uui:.IIIUr-1lI 

for thr-ir muity ;ulIl PI"I·MlIuption,· M, Ddla Valle meotioni'> ~e\'cral 

lIll\aller IIlUlH"I ... , it'" Leing situated ill the Iliain ill the immediate 

,-iciui! ), of !he I'ymmid. Cailiain Frcderick and myself looked in vain 

1'01" tl.c ~c muunt!,, : we <"oultl only discern the high hanks of a canal, 

nllming })a.'allel to the S.'V. face of the square, ant! a !lIlJuud, about 

half a lUil(' di ... tant, cf which I shall ~I)c'lk hCl'caflCr. 

On 

.. r()rt~,c .'I "ryQf l i"fool ",,,\ }larf>(>t , <0{'() D' lIcrIJd ot, :' n<lllic!l:trd"otl'~ I'crsian 

I)iltiol\llry. 
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On tllc opposite sidc of thc rh'cl', amI ultOllt SIX milcs S.'V. of 

Ilillcll, a ~ccond emincnce, not quite loU large us that jU5.t lllclitiollcd, 

but of greatcr c1cmtion, would scelll tu huye c~ea Jlcd Ihe vu loC'rl"atiulI 

of modcm tral'elleT!> ; \lith thc cXCC' ptillll of Nieuultr, Ity wholll it i, 

slightly IllcntiOllcdo It is formed of furnac{o·lmhcd and ~lUHlr i ('d uri cJ,. ~ , 

about olle foot in diameh'r, amI frolll thrce to four iuehcs thi ck. Thi;, 

pyramid is styled l'limmool hy the Arah .. ; ami 011 its ~H!lImit ~ I rc thc 

J.emaill<;ofi~ ;.mall ;,qnare towlr, the" all of II !li elt i~ <,jg ltt fcet thid., 

anll , liS nearly a .. I could gll(' ,,~, ahout lifty ill Ilt' ig lll. It i ~ ilU il .. of 

furnaee·IJakcd bricJ.. ~, of a ycllo1Vi ~h ('olonr, cC'IlI t' Ilh'd wilh ;, iillll' , bllt 

no Iccd., o r hillllll{'n were ]ICIT{'pl illll'. From thi ... towt' l' th l' le i ... ;1 IIlIl~ t 

cxteJ1,ivc ,iew of tIl(' \\'il)(l i ll~" nf th(' l~III,ltn'/(.\ , th rough the 1('\(,1 

pl<lin of SI, ;",,/,. Jt <, hallk ... arc lilled Il i(h 111\,1r.1'" ill l(1 OI l bal'fl, . a mI 

Ilcre and there a fl'w "ca ltered ham lrh ill tIl(' <I t '(' II appl'ill l' !1 li i,l' "pOl <; 

on IiiI' surface of the occan. On the top [Jill] ~ id l''> of the mOil/HI I 

oL<;crn'(1 sl','cral frag'n l'nt~ of dilTerent. ('() Iom ~, rt'<,embling, ill a p· 

pcarancl', I'ICCC~ of JIli ~~hapen roc!.. (,;,Ipt.lin FrC'lkrid~ e:mllJiut'tl 

thew curious fraglll cnh willi mllch attention, lIIl1l ,\'; • ., al fir~t iuc]ineti 

to thin)... that thC'y wcrc cOll loolidatcd piC'ee~ /If /,\llcn ma~ol1ry : h.lt tb i ... 

idl'il wa, ;,oon,laid a~illc, a .. they were fOllm} '>0 h:irtl il" tn r l'~ i ,t iron , ill 

the manner of any other vcry hard r:.tOnl', amI til{' j'lnctioll oj' lh e !Jri cJ, ~ 

was nllt to be di~ccrncd . It i" dilJicult to form a conj ('I'hu e l'1J1HTt lling 

tllCloC extmordinary fragments, ,;orne of which arC' ~ i x iwd l'ig h t (('d in 

diametcr, as there is 110 stone of sueh a 'Illalil), to 1J{' proclIIl'd any 

l" II 2 " lll'r(' 
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where m tile neighbouring counh'y, and we could sec or hear of 110-

building of which they couill form a part. H cre, those bricks which 

Illll'c in~o::ri"lion'> on them, arc generally found by the Ara,",:;, ,,110 arc 

comt:U1lly employed in digging for them, to build the hou.',c ~ at Ilillc/t. 

About a hnmlrcd ami twelily paces from thi~ pyramid IS auother, not 

loO higlJ, Iml of greater circumfcr('nc(' at the Lase. Ihicks nrc dug ill 

great (Iwmlitics frOIll Ill;'; plac('; but nOIlC, J IJdicl'c, with inscriptions. 

About Olle mile and a hillf from llilleil, on the (w.tC'rn iJ,mL. of the 

E "ph1'flll'.l, C,lpt:,iu Vrcdcrick dibcovcred a IOllgitudinal ruount!, dosc 

011 {he tA~,:(' III 1Ilf00' li l('l' ; nud horn Illilc~ furlliN lip. iu all cn~wr!y 

din'(;tioll, il ~(TOlld, 11101'1.' extcll~ive than thc {ir~t. Hc WlIS g iven 10 

umlcr~lm ul thlll the Ar.lh~ were in the Imhit s of procuring "lI~t qU3nli

t i e ~ of bumt III iek frum tlJi~ lUOUlHl, nOllc of which, howc\'(,I", hillt any 

ill~criptiou.... H e pereein'u, on exalllination, a \"<tlt of red hl"ick~, ill "'

OUt' pMI C\l'U wilh Ihe surl;lcc of th,' grulHltl, ;\IId 0Jl (" u to the (l{' llth 

oj" t \Jill) fel't in the Il.lIIUlld, the (,:lrlh li:n·jllg IJl'l'U Ilw\'ed for Ihe 

lJUrpo'c of pI"O(.'urillg the hrid . ..,. At another l)laee, 1I0t I:u' distanl. 

"lIC Ihe rClll.li ll ~ of an ('xtcu..,j\"{: Imih.ling. SOll\l' of it" wall~ were in 

£ 1"(':11 IlI"eSl'\"\'atillll , It'll I ... ct abm'c thc slIrf;lcc of the ruhLi~h; and the 

l"oullll,IIUJJI, at allolil{:r part, had not hCC Jl rellched at the (kplll of 

lor!\-/i\l' ' .. ('I. It n,l'" "' IX led eight illehc~ tllil"k , huilt of a :!>ul'{'lior 

j,iml of ~{lIm\i,h !J .. j{~, :"ul"llilt"e- hal-,cu, aud CI' lIIl'll tcd, not with 

U:WIIlI II or H't,.h, bllt lillie mixed wilh .... wJ, A decayed tr('(', rIOt rar 

h uw ( " ;~ ~i'(lt ) was ~ h<:\\" 11 uy tile l'uunt!")' IK~lll l\', a~ IJl'ing COCYil1 ~itlt 

the 
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the building itself, Its girth, two f('("t from the ground, meal>ureli 

four feet seven inches, and it might be about twenty fcet ill height : it 

wa!o hollow, and :lpparently ,'cry ohl,* TIU' g rcat pyrumitl, Jil''''l 

mentioned , is only abont half, ' or thrcc-tjllarlcr" of a mile from thi.; 

mound. 

Captain Frederick h:l\'illg carefully examined n ery llIound or 

"pot, descrihed hy thc l1at;\"('" a .. IJdollgiug to llflhl'f, t'utlcaw)Urcti to 

t1iscow~r if anything rcmainetl uf lil l' :lIIei.'nt uly ,rail. H<" eOllllllcn<"Cti 

by l'itling fil'e mill's down thc lJauk of tht: !'in'/', a UlI till'u lIy li,!lo\\ iug 

its wililiingi, ~ixtcc li lIlile ... t NOI':h of litllclt, Ull the e;t!olcl'll "ide. 
, 

Thl' w('stern bank was (':-..plorcll \Ij lh the ":lIIIC 'lIin\llt~ ll e",,; hut 1I0t;t 

traCt' of allY lit'ell exc:tl'atioll, or ;IIlY rlLhhi~ h or mlHllldi ("Xct'pl ing 

tlh)!>C already 1lI(, lltiullt'iI ) 1I'(,l'e Ili ~con'H'.L L l'inillJ,{ the ri \'(' I' , he 

proceeded from IJdlcit to a ,'i ll :Ig,,-.: lI:ulI('11 j \(fra/.(IfJ/i, a di~t:ulc( ' of 

fift('cn llIik~, ill a N,"\\'. (lirect ilJll, without 1I1(,(,ti l' J,{ aa)llting wurthy 

of remark. H e n('x t I'odl', in a (I"mlld lil l<", .\oix lII ik " to tI ll' \\'t'" I, 

and a~ many)o the Ea"t of thc ppawid of Jlm'oui alJ(l Jl J,fl'Oul, illltl 

retul'llt'd 

!>aI,' :lIly loll t thi, """; a"d II cl'llain!y ,hni'red li " n, til<' <>11,,, , I!~"', "inch ~'"'' !II II", 

nbi"llbourhood. 

t ,\ t Ih l' tll"lIlh milt." II<' wn~ ~h<' 11 II ;1 henp hI' II ,I ,,,,t! \I hit<, I,,[) Ht I,,;, I" <""II"r! hv 

the ,\r"b~ the 1'''111''111111 , or huth, It "!'l"',m,,d, l"lIH'\{,1", to I", II ,.' ",,,,,tI,,, "r an '," '"". 

huihlinr" ~q the col""r ;Ind ;;:en('r,,1 "I'I'N'''IIlCC or tltt· I" j\.~, ',('n' ,I,m,I"IlI fro HI II", · ", '" 

Ihe nl'ishbom!looU of lll ll,II, 
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returned to Ilillelt, disappointed ill all his expectations; for witiJia 

a "pac(' of twellty-one miles ill Icnglh iuul tweh'c ill breadth, he was 

1lllahlc to dj~OO\'CT .wJlhinJ; thllt couM adlllit. of a cunclu"iull, that 

(·itllt'f' a lI"ali or ditch Ilad c,'cr l·xi .~t('tl within this area.· 

TIlt' ~j7.(" ~itllatiun. ami cou"truct;flll of the pyramid of1-I111'00t and 

/lftmwt htt\"C Jed Major lkuucl :mil D'Auvillc to suppose it to he the 

I"cumins of the Temple of Ddus. The latte r, 01 . ., we already stated, is 

descrihed a.~ bcillg a ~(luarc uf a sladium in hreadth, and of {'(lual 

d i m{'lI "iOH~ at !lIe base, and built of IH"i<;k (:clI1l.,tllccl with 1.,;IIIUll'I1. 

Th(' IU:"~" which we now ... cc is :tIl exact 'JII:l.driwg l{', whiclJ tell feet 

11 iU,io the outer edge of the rul/hi.,h m{,it~urc(1 lIille hundred paces, or 

two thousand two hundred HUll fifty (e(·t, ,-'xcceding fht, <-'ireuit of the 

lJ:\se of the TOIVer of nclu~ by two hundr('!1 and lifty feet: a Irifling 

('XC{·~~, w1l('n \~'C {'on~ider 11011' lUudJ it mml Ira ,·t· inc rea~ed h~' the faJlint:." 

ruins. 1t~ d(,I'atioll, at lite S.\V. ang le, i.~ ,till upwanJs of t\\'o hUII

,h'('(1 feet; wi rid. i~ l'cr.I' g l'Cltt, comillcrillg it" ;lIItilluilr, nud the soft 

matcrial, of wllidl it is COJll[)(JM·d. Sfl'abo ITIH'e~c tJt ~ the Temple of 

B('ln~ as IJariug an ('xtnior c(lat of bUl"lr t hrid. ; arrd, :h 1 lrare before 

said, tJlt're j ~ ('I'cry n'lr~OIl 10 hellcn', frolll lire .. ceumulation of Ilicees 

of furu:LC{·.hakcll hrit"b ilt tire footot" citch liKt' , drat Ihj ~ W ilS tl.e ca~c 

wilh II/(' gH'at p~r:!llIi\1 to fli t· Norlh of JJiltdl. 'Ve <.Ire, h(I\\"('\el', 

left ill ~()IHC doubt rt's llc('fi :lg tire situutioll of the I(,UlI'I(', ])iodorus 

S;tys 

.. ('artoin Fr('(IC'rick i,,",rnwd 1m·, thut he lh'd ir;'l<,j (·iglrl all.llen huur, ~'Ilcl, rlnJ 

10 h ••• u'llliriL .... , uur'ug hi.stu.l at /li/I,k. 
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tiny'> t)lat it stood ill the ceutre of tile city; IJUt the t('xt i" OlhCIU'(': 

nUtI it Ulay be illl<-rrc<l, that the )laiacc Oil the Ea"l tJ.Luk of lit, ' 

E III,lo"ales and temple were the ~ame, Jf thi., be the ("a~c, lI"e Ul.ly he 

pel"lIl ith"t1 to conjcdul"c, tllat the E IIJI!trr!lfw onee pur~uc,1 a l"OUI"_C 

tlilfl"I"Cnt rl"OIll that which it 1t0W rulluw", all,1 that it 1101\(",1 hetw('cn 

the pyramid 1'( lJIf/"oot ami Ai ttrlll,l alld tlte lIIouml OIwll"uill<;, '1,,.e'lIly 

Olcutiollcd as Italf a lIlil. 1'111"111("" to tlt t' \\',,~ t. TIt(, pn"elll e(jHf~(' ur 

the I"il"e l" would [l]llle:l l' 1(1 justify Ilti ~ ("dlwlu,iIlH ; for it ill"IlL!., :-' "HltI"u iy 

toward ... the~e lIIoUtU.I~ , alit! Ita ... tlll ' appc.lrancc .,:' b .• , illg fOrtlll·t Iy 

pa$,>eu betwecn them. 5/1011111 lI. i" lWtjl'ClUI(' bl' adlllilit·.I , ille/) will 

tlJC I"uitls jm.t ulC'ntiolletl 1.(' filUlIIl III an.w('t' till' ,lc~ct il'ti': 11 t i lt"n lIy 

the ancicnt... of th e lHatcrial~ , :-. tt.:C, aud ~jtuali nll of the lIl" ; .. "ill ("i pal 

edificc~ in B uL!llolI. Bllt if not, we ~ iI .. 1I (;lIlIli .. uc in ig- IIOI""lIl l:e Ctlll, 

ct·miug the rCiUailis of the palace; for ih.· ]1 ) t"luuid (If :/I:IIIII"Outl i ~ rar 

too di~tallt fro11l the l'in:' I" .\tId tllC 0(11(' 1" ruiu,. 10 iudillc lh to ~u ppo~c 

it 10 h,ln' bel' lI the royal n'~id('lIce. 

l~l"Om what ita., :Ilrcmly \1 ('(' 11 "h,"n'ed, it IUlbt be (1)1 JUII., to tllt:~ 

r('ad('!", tll .. t thcrc were sc' "cra.l kind., of I,,"ic k, iu 'he :uuong:-.t til e 

n'Lh," l oll iun~, :-'OUiC of wl,ich were bllrut Ity fire, and otlll' ,." .:r!. "d in 

tlt l' ~ lIn" Of tl.'(' former there appc;.! t ~ to han' 11('('11 luur l.im\.. TIle 

llIust common lire about a foot :-'fluare, amI three illdtc~ tltid.. with a 

dist ich of the chanU:ler" so common at Pt" !"!)"J""i",, :II LtI ... im il .. ,. ill 

appearance to the barb of :til arrolV. Thcre arc othcr" of Ihe ~.lIttl: 

,izc. without :nseriptiom npoll thelll, similar ill appc,tl"UIiCC to tho,>c 

lIladc 
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made ill our own country, which ItrC procurcd ill thc neighbourhood of 

l\"imrood tower. The lillter, OIS \\'cll as u small rylimlricll l urick, more 

searcc tlwn allY of tilt' O:IICr5, LiI\'c ill gener,,1 aha !>lI)aU charactera 

"POll d l('m. Tile sun.tltieJ III'ieks ;tte, for tile llIost JJa l"t, iilrger and 

coarscr than those hardened uy lire, aml l;ccw to ha\'c bt.'i!lt only used 

fo r the common purposes. 

The town of JIi/(d~ contains ahout twelvc thousand inhabitants; 

I\IltI the two rluarter!> of tlte ("it )" , fronting each other on opposite balik, 

of the B llp/mdt'." ll rc conncctetl by a iJridgc of ooats, two hundred 

paces ill ICllgI ll, TIl e 'juilrl cr on tile 'Vest .~ jde is the mo~t cOllsideraiJle : 

here i .~ an extcnsil'c and well-n'gulalcd /;rl"olll", several stately caravallse. 

ral/ uuitt of Babylonian hrick, alld a numhel' of coff'ee-houses along thc 

baukj; of the rivcl' , Jt is go,'erncd loy 11 ]lukeeTn a),poimcd by the 

Plllslilt of Bagdad. The !,oil in the \'iciuity is remarkaiJly fertile, bue. 

quite 1II'gl('ct(, tl ; :lIul \\'CI'I' if Hut 101' the JIlar ~hcs of I.A'mllJfnt, wlliclt at 

all lillll's iUI(,Trllpt, ami for "ix llIollfh~ in the year entirely obstruct 
• 

th(' COllml('rce with lJlI,~SQrn, lJilldl mig-h become a "cry fl ourishing 

placc. 'fhe E up/mlles widcns considerably liS it OIpproache!t Ililldl: 

it i ~ here about two hllllllrcd pacl's in Lrcadtll, und in the spring about 

forty Icd ill dl'pth. ]I.is not so rapid as tlte 1IlfTi!;; und wIlen low, its 

waters arc llanm II up hy means of a Illaclliue, constructed on the 

edge of the hallk. The tides of the P r:l'tJitlll GU!f arc f(,1t twenty or 

h\' (>nty~fi\"c wilc'! abore K UI'IIlt,. and fiat-lJoltullled ve~sel s, not ex. 

~I;cding fifty Ions iJurlhcll , can pass to Hillel, during six months in the 

year. 
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year. These boats arc of a 1Il0!> t singular ('onstl'llclioll. The budy, ill 

slml'c, rc!oemhlcl> a half mOOIl, the rihs and planks arc roughly lIailcd 

together, antlthc oubitle i~ clII'('red with IIffphtU, or bitumen : thcre is 

no kcd, and the rudlkl', "hid. is fOl'llll'd of a numher of "pars, 

c1ulllsily hound togcther, j;, nearly 01 5" large ;", the \'e,~scl : tile rigging 

eOllSj~ts of IInc lIIa ~ t nud a iat<'{'U sai\. \VItCIl proc<,cding to JJ",~,YI)"", 

the)' iloat down with the sirralll; hut arc tracked, on their return, 

again .... t the CIlITCIlI . There i:. :tllothcr !.ind of hant. c,llIt'l1 ,I l l(fif, 

mlleh in u~e, "uth all the Elfjllmdc,\ and TiI!l'i,\', It i ~ Ill'rfccily I'OUIIII, 

mauc of II icker· I\'Ol k cOl'ereu wi th uilulllCII, and gcnerally about sCI'en 

feet ill Jiamctt'r," 

The geogrnl'hieal Ilmitioll of B II1i!l/ftli hOI ... ],eell full y e~ t :,hlished, 

both by Rcnllci aud D 'AIlVill(', ~lIId WI' lIlay ... afdy ('onciude, that it 

occupi(·t1 the situation assigncd to it. The tli ~ lallec of forty.fonr lJIil e~, 

gken hy Stt'ilho and tllc Th<'Otlo~ iilll tallies, from Sf>'em:ia; its ~ituation 

011 the banks of the Ellphrates ; the di:. tallec from Is, lllcntiollcd by 

J-I('l'tJdotus ; the ruins thcmsell't's ; tilt- unkuown cIlUractel'~ on the 

LU'ick,,; 11.e bitumen (;enwnt, and the traditioo of the lIutil'C)'; all 

concur ill placing the ;.itt, of B II",IJ /ult in the ncighbourhood of J-JilIf'h, 

Two I('ugp.es to the S, E. of the tuwn is the· village of BUllrsa, 

thought to be the Bvursippn of Strabo, to which Alexander retired, 

00 when 

• Circular ho;.I~, miulc of rccd ~, anll ilt til{' funlt of 1. ~hil'l ll, ai! rllci,',1 the atl,' uli" l1 

of Jlerouutus : altu it i ~ curiOll~ to olJs,:'n c, th"t ~" little al teration Jm. t"b.cn place in 

their COlistructiOIl , uur;u,; the lapse of !oO wally ag~, 
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when warned lIy the Chalile,ws not tn enlcl' JJ~/L!JIQII; and on the rond 

\0 ftll'Sheli .Ali is the tomh of tht' prophet Ezei,id, where they llretelld 

to ... how till' fiery furnace of Shnd,.;lch, l\Ic ... hach, :mtl Ahetlu<'go. It 

is a large clumsy huild ing , without hcalifY or Orll;lI)l('llt ; ,mJ like the 

tomb of Ezra. on thc lmllk., of the Tigris, II ~hol't way aho\'t~ Karl/a, 

is much frequented by Jewish pilgrims. 

The llO\y city of K~'i!l~ or jlIe.~/j('d Ali. (the :-. uppO'~("J burying 

place of the Caliph Ali), is niue Jio',mllgs from Ilifldl and fUlir mil('s 

from l;,!(u, and situat(" on a hill, at the bottom of Wllich i ~ nil 'lrtifieial 

Jake. 'J'hi ~ cily noa '> founded hy AkXilnder the Great, amI for a long 

time iJor<' the Ilam{' of .. lIe.l'amlria,· which wa .. after\\'ard~ chaubrcd 

jllio that of J-Jim, "hen it became I.he Te.&idcllce of a dyna~ty of 

Arabian princes, wl/O fougllt under thc l'artllian banners against tire 

emperors of RomC', It i .. ;tl~o hllown jn hi ~tory under the gCllcrat 

npprllatioD of All1wurluri, after the name '11' Almomlar (I he Almon~ 

daru,. of PI'O('opiu.~ ) di~lillgui !'hcd J\l th<' war .& of Nusllirwan nnd 

Ju .. tinian. The' Christian family of this princ(' f{'igncd O\'cr the 

ldugdolll of Jlim f(lr the space of ~jx hundred y<,ars, when the last of 

thc 

• Ill-. fiuc"II: i. "r 01"111"", in "Pllo.ilion 10 O', l uvi1l<', lI,al ,\I('~all!.lri:l \wa~ Of! 

Ih,' (>iI,,,,. .. j,l(' uf' Ihe 1 .• [,,'; ",ud " i~ ",,,thy "r n'",,"Ii, that "",,, ud. of ruhhi,h, hri"k, 

""d co["" Tt',1 ti[,·, tI", v, vul illdicali .. n~ or 1[,,, fi'Tnlt'r ,·"i~I(' I "'(' of" " it) ill ti,i~ country. 

rnoy ~till be 1K'C1l il] tIl{' 'I ,mrt<'r alluded to b) th<' lc;lfUt-d Dc.tn, \1 ho t1 oc-. ]lut sc('m to 

hal'c bct-n Ilware of thi , circU1n ~l.ante , 
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the race was defeated, and put tu death, by Cakd, the Saraecil gl'~ 

neral, A,D, 632, l\~(:iifj' is 110t so large as K erhdu, but !'{'Iler huilt, 

lUld defeuded by a good wall, decp ditch, and lofty tOI\'('r~, lah'1}, 

rencwed, in COIlM'{ltlCIlCe of their dread uf 'ID attack frOIll the "'.t~ 

Imbee, who exteud their ru\'agc<;: tLl the fcry gates of tlte to\n). T11!~ 

tomb and mffio/lue of Ali lills au 1I111J11c SpitCC ill tile midtllc of tl.e cilY. 

1t is un Imlldsomc ~t rllclllrf' . encircled loy a high wall, within w!,icl! it 

i:. death lor all infidd to pas:., 1I11Ie .. ~ in di~g ui "l'. and under the pl'o· 

tection of tile 1malll, who 1lIt1~t be sC('I'elly hrilJed I> jlh a large SUIII, 

The dOllle i:. light and ekgilnt, ilm! tugclbl'l' with tite lip~ I'" the

minarets wa~ g ildcd , lJy tllc Conler and lit tlte l'''' l'enc(' of N:lllil' ~,I,:tl" 

Til e gUH'rJJor lit' JUl'$he(I4'Jii is n Turk; hut tile l'''I'Ulill;OIl, \\ Iti, It it j~ 

illlpo~,i"jc to ('.,timah', from the C(ln~lant intlux of pilg ri JIIS, i·, likt, I hat 

of J\I'I'hclll, ('ltil.'lly clJllll'o!>cd of PI.'n,illll fall,ltics, The I.'lIvi l'OII '> or 

thc town al'l' arid ali(I haITCU , aud dCl'i\'c .t ~olllhl'c apl'cill 'alwc frow 

thl.' lHuubel' of the huryilig-groUlub, which han' iIlCH'it:.CU to iI grcat 

ex tent, ill COIlSCljUCIiCC of the MljlCI'''litiulJ of the Slu',II/",,. IiiI' tllL' 

rclic~ of allllo~ t ('very pcrson of milk or COIl.)('(lueIICl' arc trall~l,orlell, 

frolll tlte 1II0., t \t'llintc jlilrh {If P('I'" ifl, to L(' illterreu ('i ll,er 11('1'<', at 

Al'r/}(:ta, htt<;:;(l/Il('('It, J\"f.lIII , or il1/".I'h{'d ill KItU I'fI,~,\ttll , /).·I:i~/r \\11~ 

SlIlJplicd wilh wah'r Ily a subtcrnUleOIl., illl'II'UlIct, ("IIIUl'( 'led \\ill, ,I,{' 

cut uf Pullaf'u}J'M,. hut the 'Vilhahcl', in 01'111'1' I" Ili"l n'~~ 1111' ( ity-, 

broke dOWIl and ollll'rwise dl':.lroycd thi", :\ljlll'duel ill lIIall ~ pl,I!"''', '0 

that wh en I wns at .AIclJ/wdAli, ill .AllgU,~t UmB, Il,e iuh"hitallh of tlw 

00 2 town 
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town were reduced to the necessity of bringiug their water in sllcep 

skins, from a di~tnncc of 1hIT'C or four miles. Th(' Pflll(lc(IJlu~' was 

(lug It)' thc Ii ...... of the :Babylonian kings, and rcpain·J hy tilt' com

nmnt1:. of the .I\1ftcccloniall hero ; but l1Uving. since f1, e dc:.crtion of 

A-'ifu, I,('come nearly dry, was, aUQut twenty )'COlrs ago, partially 

cleaned Qut , at tllc expellee of the lVabob of Dude, ill honour of 

whom thc Arubs now c;tll it liilldi. It is drawil from the right of tbe 

ElIl"mdr.f; :l1ltl that part of it which still lloltls watcr, rcach('~ h) 

within :liJout five miles of .lJleslll:(1 "i Ii: the rcmainikr 11-, dry, and 

nearly choaked up with .. ami; uut the tracl'S of the Pfi/{tI("(/jI(/I~ Ilia), he 

followed from the lJfdll' ]I,-('.llff to Ih(' town of Z()l}('jJ' and 11,(, h '//(J}'c 

AMallah.· Tlte lJa/lr l\"(:iitr. 01" sell (If N(:iiff (the lla!ti/llu/l of 

D ' Am'ill('), hoasts.tII (''luu! untiljuity with the PallfU·(/pu.I', alUI must 

llU\'e beel! a wOl'l of inliuitc lahour, I I'as~ed throul;h the middle of 

it, in my way from Smllfll'flt tn lJltw/ll'll ./}/i, ami (i'llIHI it II .. )', with 

the exception I)f a few rayilles alltl channel ." of water, ncar which the 

poorer cJa .... ~('~ rai~c a !imall quantity of riee ;l\Ill H'get;\ble~. 

From tltc hil1 of JlllJ!fT lIIay he descried the !>i te of A I/fa, once a 

Inrge and pOJmlous city> founded iJyOllllll', after tlte ruin uf Cfcs;plw1I, 

and the resideuee of the L'ut;phs, until tIle vice:.. of the illlw,bitani s 

cOlllpdk>tl 

Till' P,,/{,,('{JIJ(J\ l\~' ~l\ ' for III<' l"'rl'o!oC "f J,...m;ng 01\' Ihe "ul'"d1uou_ IIall't". of 

Ihe R"pJ,mf", "llId. \I('r(' firsl dj,churg.'d inlo a f,.nlly WIIIII'J, !Iud ufl:<.'rwuds, by 

!lUudr, secret uud bubICrrJnl'O\I~ !ms~~g('s, into the iea, ( A rri(lll.) 
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compelled Almanzor to r('U}ove the S(';lt of gf)\"Cmmcnt to B,,<~t!CJd. 

Little i:. left of K lIfll hut the lI1o~cl"e, where Ali wait a~sa~~i naled ;_ 

u plain ~dilicI.', in the form of a square, with a CQurt ill tbe {'entre, 

surruundecl witl. a cloi~tcr, Thel'(> i:. bul Oll{, cntl'illlCC, through au 

eleg ant gateway; and the wall !> bciHg high, and fiallkrd with hastions, 

give il more the :'I'P('aranee of a castle Ihan of a 1,l.lce Ill' II IW, lli", 

'I'he MahollJedan~ hold in high ,'encration the .,pot Ull 111.i{'1I this 

mosllue has hecil buill; and to add to il '> ~ alldity In t! lI: I'yt·., of Ihe 

multitude, their i mams, or prie~ t sJ have ill \"l>ukd Ill:llly lI'uUdell'll1 

,tories re~l.ecting it. They rdatC', lllllong<,t other fabl(' .. , tll<l,' 011 a 

certain day, ;tll the prophets, fl'UlII :\lo .. e~ to uur Saviour, 11"('1\1],1('11 

in di~'an at lhi~ place, to cOllsult wilh MallOllIl'd on tbl.' 1Ifla i l'~ of the 

world , and 011 tIll' hl"t me;IlI '> of prl)ll1oling I:.I.Ulli !>llI: aud Ih!'y 

exhibit n lIumlu:~ r of ~ton('~, which il j" ~aid were erec tctl to eIJIlllUC4 

morate the pol.itioll '> where eaeh of the pfoph('t~ offi'red III' tht'it, SUPpJi4 

catiou~ to God, at the conclll~ioll of the coul> ultatiou. Allotlll:1" 0." 

Ih('i r traditions i:., that tI. I.' ~1, /.; wa<; built in the eelltfe ur the COllrt ; 

:lOd the wuter .. of the flood rushed II.roug h a ,lark 1II1t.\ narrow al'er~ 

ture, or ratl'('r w('JI, discernible iUJIliediatcJy uutler thc ~pOt lvlacre tj,(, 

~.Jrk is sUJlpo:.ed ttl havc rested. IIos~ein and ,Ha'>:.un, the !>Oll '> 01 

Ali, \\ el"e partly educated in a ~ubterraneous chamb('r U111!t'r the ('Olll"t ; 

and in one of the CO")l'1)crs of the cloi~tcf is a ~ lIIall room, \\ hieh they 

caU the house uf J e:.us, where I ouserved cngraYCd on :t "mall hlock 

of marble, " Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews and of J crw-alclll." 

0 .. 
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On !"eturning 10 the EupiI1'llil's, the nr.st \·jllage worthy of notice 

ifl L elll/tIfln," ten miles ;d.UI(' Iltc ~pot where Ihe r i\'er is lost jn the 

marfl hcs of that name. ,Vc learn frolll Sir Harford JUIIC.'), the late 

resident of }lugtilll/, that (iI(':,c IIHIr..hes have btx'!l gr(>:ltiy inc reased 

.since 178-1.-r \\hcn the gre:lt Solim:l.1l Pa~ha threw il bank aeross the 

rin:!' at Ddvflniu, Wilh all intcntiull of turning the cour!<C uf the 

,Irc;lm in!!) an old elmnnd, for the purpose of altacking the Aig hazyl 

:Arabs witll gl'(';dcr ;ulv'dltagt'. TllC obstruction which the Eup/(r(de& 

Illf't with 011 this ocea,~ion , and the ruhui~h earri('d down by thc stream, 

ill (:Ollsc'll1ence of the dyke g iviuJ4 way, wa~ p...,ductil'e of llIuch 

mi:..ehi{'f. Tile IlIw and llnwhole~omc disH·iet.. in thc viduity of the 

tIIar!.Il<'S of Lf~lIIfu()lI, Ilrf)/\uce, ;IS I ha\'c before ~tated, .uliulldancC' of 

rie(" :lIld ilrc peoplel! by the t,.ibe of Algha~yl, who li\'c in tents, Ilud 

in huts mmlc of reeds. I. f'lItfulJIl is situated sOlllcth iug lIIo,.e thall half 

way I)l'tweeu B,w;Q1'II all~1 1Ii1!.:lt, AlJOuc lIim·cy Illiks from Al(·sh.ed 

.. Iii. ilCrtl~S IIII' descrc, ami M'\·C' nor eight ll~mrs' sail limn the ~outherll 

extremity of thl' 11IllrshC'i', statJd~ thc tOWI! of S(I/JUWIII ( the celest ial 

(·il~), ('ontaining a POllUl;Ition of aliou l three hUUlll'ClI Arahs, ruled by 

ri ll illlkJ>cllIlcnt Slu'iklt, who IC\'ics exorbitant contributions on all the 

pilgrims 

• I:"h,,·(·u /.""hlll ,,::,1 JY,.N/; ,,( " di~l" n ~(' fru:lI the .-iH'r, i~ th(' lilla!;<; ... f 

II"""",;" ,,., ,." I"'uf~ ~ . E. of (1,,·1;11',·,·, \I i'h ~ ,ul,.mr,Z.v I'MIt/"'IIIe ",(1<'1"". 

t Til l' n'.1f_, lw~ iu this I'ilrt of Ill" couut .. y an' mentionet/ oy In"" / uf the ancieu t 

hi,lori"",. 
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'pilgrims who take this route to thc holy cil ics. To the 80l1th of S ama

tJIIl thc banks of thc E upitrnlcN arc uninhabitcd , and conn'lI II ith 

thick hrushwood, as far as the tcrrit orif's uf the powC'rful trihc nf 

Montcfidge; where tllC fir..t \'iII:lgC' of llny c:-m~cqu(,llcc io; "/lUk(,.'/III, 

onc d<ly 's sail from K u/'/w. This \'ilillge is situate on the U'('~t bank of 

the river: it is as lJ.rg(' as S(//lUlI'at, IHlt milch IIIOI'C fiouri ).hil'g ; fIJ r 

thc E"plirotes, which i ~ na\'ib'uhle, nt' lI in thc dri\'st ~cusnll , flll'lwafs 

of considcr.thlc Imdhen as tilr III' a~ If'I '' ,,111(,'(' (wherc 111(' clfi:er ..; o ( IIlc 

tidc me al~ felt), cnilblc~ the iuilahilalii s to ca rry 1111 a trilling 'nti;·;!" 

with Rllssom, S/tuklf8hn is a greal lllart (or Itorse~ , and i~ (al1l('11 lur 

thc richness of the do,'cr ril i~ed ill its ,·j('inil),. 

Fl'Om this ,'ilJagc til H orlilt till' RlIp/ITlft' .... pur.~ u ('~, wid, :I f:'cli lle 

current, a llI('alltlcring eOllr~ l", wh ('n IH('dill~ til\' wa"'1'~ of the T;p,l'i.~, 

these 6tft'amS eOlllhincd recci ,'c Ihe Ilame of the SIU/I- II/~./lr(/". and 

constitute one of the noblest ~i\'C'rs in the ElIsl. [ {fir/III, whid. is Ollt' 

of three ./Jpmllefls huilt hy St'lcucn .... ill hOllol' of hi ). fiJ'st wili '. )\palllll, 

is situated at the point of a t ri,lng lo", fOrln ctl Ity tlle Cl)tlnt1 ~nn' tlf 111('8c 

two ! .. treams. A l'mnea, altlwlIgh now dWl)ulletf illtn a pcUy town , 

was formerly a lliace of eOllst'f]Ut' Ilt'('. The Ilrr., ition is lIdtllirabk, and 

was recommended hy Gelleral i\lalcolm, :\~ worthy of the attention 01 

the I\brquis Wellesle y, whell that t'n lightcllcd statesman \\'a ... Go\'C' l'tlOr 

General of Indilt. All illll'l'egnable furlre"'s lI1igbt lI en! I.e (Tt'l'tt'd, ;I t 

a very frifling expenee, which would completer), COlll llHL/ld "Ie ua t' iga-

t iol \ 



288 (;f,OGRAPHICAL MEMOm OF 

tion of both ri\'crs, repress tbe turbulent and liceutious cli";JIOsition of 

the neighbouring Arab,>, lUlll, in II word , gin· complete cOlUmand to 

its possessors of all thc countries l,clwl.'Cll Bag/Iud alllllJwl.~O"lI. Tile 

channel, of thc 'li;;ris and Euphrafes arc so uC<'P, that a !>lUaU shi p of 

W.Ir mighl anl'hor close to lIll,' works; ami a ('.1Ilal cut acrass thc ba.~c 

of thc triangle, from one river to thc other, woulU render a llY other 

fortification unnCl.cssary. 

Thc bank .. of the 1igris, from 1(lIIke K csnt to hOrT/a, cannot 

b,last of a single "illage, 01' ('I'e ll habitation ; wil li the excelltion 

of K,,()/ , a Ini!ocr;lh1c plac(" ('onla;lIill1; t(wly or fiflY lIlud huh. Thc 

city of 1/ ""silll, rl'lwiltcdly ~pnJ..cn of ill tlw AralJiall hi '>iorics, I ~ 110 

JOllgl'r a Illilce of 'IIlY cun .. equ('uec : it !>ja ll d .~ 011 the hauks of the 

lfyl" or great eallal. From K01"l1ll 10 the ncighhourhood of BlIssont, 

thert: is lillie or no cultivation: hut from tl)('"l)cc, 111(' cunnlry bordering 

on the ulluk l> of til<' .. in')" is (.'(l1"(.' n' (1 witl. plaHlitliun .. of dillc-ln.'('s. 

which cun/illu/', \\"iilllwt iutcrrup/ioll, allllost to tll\~ mouth of the 

SIlO! -ul- /J,."b. 

Thc city of Bu.~so)"(/, or, more corrcctl.~' ~Jl('akillg, )J"S1·O. Wail 

foumk{1 ilY Omar, A.D. G3G, aud ,,0 i.aplJily jliaccd, that in the space 

of a few ycur" it hce:J.l)Lc OIlC of the Iarge'>t and most flouri shing cities 

of ./lndlifl. H i" ... iluatcd ill Llltilndt· ~H (I 30' N., 011 the wc!>tern 

Lank of the S/m[.uf-AJ"fIIJ, ,llId sc,'cnty milcs li'om the mouth of that 

noble streaDl, whieh is navigaLle as far up us the city lor S11ips of live 

hundred 

, 
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Imndred tOni burthen. The circuit of the walls of BU$sGru. which 

are kept in a tolerable state of ffcpuir. is, at the very lowest eomputl1~ 

tion, sc\'cn milt's. They are wa~hed by the water! of the SfU/t-nl~ 

.Arab, and the mljaccnt Illain is ~o littlt· elevntro, that it is sometimes 

completely undcr water, thc city r(>maining. as it were, an island in 

the middle of a lake. Qf the l"a$t arC'a. within the walls. the gl'"eater 

proportion is taken lip with ~ardcns and plantations of p<tlm-trc<'s, 

intersected by a numlJcr of little canals, clcnn·(1 Iwiee It day, Oil the 

ebb and the flow of the tide, which ri~cs nine feet perpenclicular. The 

largest of these canals i.e; continually crowded with small vl's<;eI5, and 

appronchf"s (he English farfory anll 111(> palace of the Afus,'Ifl/,·t>m, which 

are situated ahont two miles from the riv('r. BII.\·UlrrI is, witl,ont any 

excE'ption, tIle most filthy town] evcr lwht"ld : t he ~tn'et~ !"II'(' cx:'ecdi n~'y 

narrow ; and the stench of the privies, which arc c\"ery where cxpose.j 

to ,,;cw, is irrtolerable. '}'he hous('~ al'Gll.meanly Imilt, partly (If slIn 

dried and parlly of burnt brick; and the lm'to1"J, although stocked 

with the richest mercliandiz(', are luis('rnble structurcs. not m-ched, liS 

we fiud them in Bngdf/d and tile cities of Pt'Tsia, but co,"crcd with 

mats laid on mfters of clute-trees, which hardly ufford protection from 

the scorching rays of the sun. Tire city lm~ five' gate'!, ".fuf1I$ and 

coffee-houses without numlwr, a wretched humm/tlM, and uf upwards 

of forty mos(lues only one worthy of the name, The .~('rfJ; of the 

Mus:mll'em., a mosque, and the English factory, me the only d('c('nt 

buildings in BU8sora. They are aU contiguous to each other; nlJ(] the 

l' p la~t 
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last was chieRy built hy Mr. l\·Iancsty. the British resident, who for 

thirty years maintained unsullied tilt' clig nity and hOllor of his country, 

nud whose nrlmuj,y lind ahi\ilil 's lIcljuircd hjm more n 'nl influence in 

the cit y and jJl e neighbourhood , than wa 'S posscssl.'d c\'ell hy the PmshfJ 

of Bagdad. Thc pOlml;llioll of iJU&8QJ'(I amount s, I shuuld suppose, 

to ahout sixty tllOu ~:lIId souls, and is composed of an hctcrogcnrous 

mixture of neHrly eH'r), nation in tile .East .. Turks, Arabs. Indians, 

Persians, Armenians, Jllcohitcs, illlli .Jews, The Arabs, bowcver, 

constitute the majority orthe commu1 lily, and tile number of the Turks, 

('(m~illcrillg that they arc masters of the tOWII, is small. Almost every 

inhahit:wf of Russom is, in somC' wily or otl,C'r; concerned in trade ; 

amI liS this cifY i ~ th(' grallu emporium for all the Indian comnlCJI\itics 

~(" l1t into the Turl..i!>h cmllire. its commerce, it must be Jlresumed, is 

wry con~idcrablc, On lm uyC'mge. thtt-c or fOllr English sll;!'!, of 

1Ibout fOil I' hundred tOilS Iturlilcn, urr;l"c in tite course of the year from 

Culcutt,, : but the chief part of till' traffic is carrietl on in Arabian 

bottoms ; and the merchants of Jtll1,~r(j1 nnw pnss('ss some of the fincst 

vessels that navigate the I ndia'll S ea", Tflc rt' turns of B'/S$Qra , for 

the IJroduce of our dominions in IIim/oatrln, lire principally bullion, 

pearls, d.ltes, copper, raw-silk, horsc~, and g<lll-nuts, The Turkish 

fi eri, whidl in 101"l'ler times wa!> 5uffiei('ntly strong 10 !>urprt'SS the 

puwl'r of the jliralcs who continnnl1y inlest the Persiml GII{( , i ~ now 

redneed to te n or twC'\'C rottcn hulks, incapable of Illo\"illg out of the 

rife,, ; and the dignified office of C(lptulfl PaslwJ Iben held IInllle~ 

diatcly 
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diately under the Porte, is regarded as olle of the most imiguilic.lnt 

appointments of the Push" (If Bugdad. 

Bussom wu" conquered Ly t1JC Turks, In 166B, nnd <;incc lhal 

pcriod has witnes!>ed llIauy I'cl·olutiull'... After a ~ iegc of eight mOflth~, 

it was taken by the Pel':. i a ll~. under Sadick Khan, in J i7i. Tilj, 

prince held it ",Lout a year, wh<'n a~piring to the throllc of P ('nia, On 

the death of11i~ brothcr, Kt'rilll Khan , he evacuated the c it y, ,llId retired 

with hi" troops tu SlIil'(//("=, where he was :.hortly afterward .. put to 

dcath. 1'h(' Turks were again depri\'ed of BIIM()J'U. in 1787. Ly th .. 

Sheik" of the A-flmtt'fidge Arahs; hnl tilt' t"IVII wa<; ~or lO I ('('ow') ell by 

So)yman Pa~ha, who, in tile OctolJt'r following, cllcuuull'rcd lilc 8111';l.-lt) 

on the banks of the B lfphmfes, and put him to flight. 'fhe Jflf,,\Mdn·JH. 

or gO\'eroor, has ever ~illce been SCllt trom Bagdlld, and i:. in ge llerai 

un officer of high ranl... The coulltry adjoining the lown , be!>idl'''' rice, 

wheat, burley, and lil'c J..jud.; of 11.ltc:., yield ... V(ll'iou~ ~Ol'ts of fruil ~ 

and v('getablcs. AIII()ng~t the former wc h,,\'e apricoh, apple ... , Jib'" 

oli\'es, pomegranates, :lILd grapc~, .11)(1 of the 1:ltll'r, ca1Jbag.', bl'Ocoli, 

lettuce, 011 ion .... l'ea~, IlI'afl ~, au,) tndlll'''' iu \'.1"" 'r'al\li'it,~, Tlll'lc urI' 

whole fields of I'OSC"', which the jullal)it ,1111 ,; Ullti\'U~e lill' the p'lrp()Se~ of 

distillation, the cs&ellec ami watL'1' 1Il.lde flOIll tlll'.."e hcillg' here artid('~ 

of trade; and the Jicuricc.plant. which j). Sll COllllllon 10 thl' pbilJ'i 

of Pcniu, groll'S awid~t the datc :.:ro\'cs on the UUl'lkh (If th(' IIl'er, 

AlJout ten mil(:iii we,t of the city is a'town. called ZIJ!;(!;/', :.rluatcd fill 

tbe dry canal of tbe DiaNe Z(lde, !>upposed to be ,ile funlll'" Ix:d of 

r Jl :3 tile 
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theEuphrl1tel. It is by some snid to l.Ic the ancient .&ura, and derivea 

its present namc from Zo/wjJ', who was defeated and t,lain in thc Battle 

of the Camel, fought !lear tbi 'S place. 

The comiJinctl strealU of the 8/ml.tl.t·AraL is generwly belie\'ed to 

cuteI' the Pel'si(,fn Gu!l by a variety of mouth!.: but this idea is 

erroneous; and 1 trust 1 shall be able to pruv(' , th~lt this noble river 

bas, at tbis moment, but one mouth, aod, in all probability, never had 

any other. The miltake has, 1 apprehend, principlilly arillen from the 

remarks of navigators, who, ignor.l.nt of the e."<i~lence. and, c~:mse~ 

quently, of the OObr<;e1l of the ri\·crs of Susiamllt, and obscn-ing seven 

channels issuing from the DcUa into the sea, at DO great distance from 

each other 1 naturally concluded that they were so lUany deriv.wons of 

the Shut-itl-Arab, the only stream with which they were acquainted. 

These channels, or as they are more commonly termed. khores, will be 

founll , on an inspection of Mr. CIUCI"S chart, proceeding fl'Om 'Vest to 

East, ill the following order: Cos.~i,\a Bouny, lJmnitl,erc, lWrooJlt, . 
Seillge, Mohilla, Goban, and Dena Bona. Now as tbe Bamishere 

is next in succcsc;ion. nil w .. 11 as next in magnitude. to tbe lAui30 

BomiY. ur Shat-ul,...I1Tllb, if I can make it appear dlat tbis channel,. ao 

far from bt'ing a bmnch of it, is not, in the most trifling degree~ 

augmcnted by the watcrti of the latter, it is evident that none of the 

others can; for the cut uf the I:IufuT is tlle only means of oommuo\

cation. The truth is, that the BamisAel'e iI , the maiD stream of the 

KurooR: and to point out this ill a still dearer tigbt, it will be 

necessarJ 
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aeuS58ry to repeat "hat I have formerly stale", in my description of 

Kuzistan, regarding that nyu. The Kur()(J11, uftcr its eoui1ucu('e wilh 

the .A~al. at l1undikeel, and hefore its fir~t Icparation, contaill!>, in 

my opinion, a greater body of waters than either the EII/,hrlltcs or 

Tigri9. 8Cparately eoosid~red. On ils arri\"al at Sahla. a ruillctl \"illagC', 

thirty miles East of BUR90ra, it du..uu;les ; und the largc~ t1i,"i ... ill lt, 

taking the name of Ilafur, after a. course of fourtocn or fifteen miles, 

again separates. The greater proportiou of the l\"aters cOfl(iuuing 

their course in an oblique dirt-ction to tIm Ea!>t, constitntc the Bami

,here. and the remrunder enter the Slwl·ul~AUlb, through an IIrtilieilil 

cut three miles in length" This artificial cut, I mlllSt ooet' mO" e de

clare. 1. the ooly communication which the Slmt-ul-.flrab has with 

the six eastern cl.anne!s ; an(1 as the waters of the A(fT{J01! .;onstalltly 

flow through it into that river, Dot those of the Shal·ul-Arub into the 

Karoon. it is p1ain that neither the Bamislierl:, nor the other kJwr,s, 

ttre derived £rol1l the combined stream of the EI~phrates and Tigris. 

which , on approaching the Gwf, rf!cei..-es the Dame of tbe (,"'ossisa 

BfIlt1ly. 

The five remaining channels aTC forhl~d of the ramitications of 

the first division of the Karoon, which quitting Ole main !itrcam of 

the Sabia, pursues an easterly course towards the Delta of Goban; 

and by the principal branch of the Jcralii, d()WI~ which the Chall 

Sheikh usua.ny ~nduct£d.his piratical fleet into the Gulph. The Bami· 

shere, pre"viow to the period when Sheikh Solyman erected his hllnd at 

&hla, 
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... t;;IIb1f1, W.') $ the dJanncl generally na,·jgated by ships bouud to B~t.t80ro.. 

They Ilassetl tlll'ough tbe J/rifm' cut, which is at least a. hundred aDd 

fifty yurds in IJrcadth, and at high water sufficiently deep to admit a 

n'~scl of 1I n)' size. 

Jt was, without douM, the opinion of Arrian aDd Straloo, that 

the J.~lfl'l/J·ult's formerly I'Cilehcd the sea by a sl'paratc channel, after

wards oiJ ~trllctcd, anti tli\'ertcd by the citizens of Ore/we; and this 

.!Iystpm has been iuloptcd uy D ' Amille, in II is M Jmoire .YY>" J' Eup/II'ole 

ct Ie 1k,·r. But Dr. Vincent conc~ives the idea to be erroneous, and 

)m;, cmlc'lxoUl'cd to ~'ICIV that the canal (If Pal/(lro/KlS, I'a~~illg within 

a ... hort di;.tancc of the city of On:/wc, and C'utering the Gulph ill the 

K/un'(' A/;r{III1IlII, was lIli:.taken by the nuciCllts for a mouth of the 

ElIl'JIIYI/cs. 

The island, or delta, hetwecn the Sllllt~ul~Amb ami the Bami

ltnrrc (the ancicnt Alcs('/u-), was furnwdy included ill the Pa.l/wlid .. - of 

JJagdmi; lmt bal·ing bt'ell (·olltjul"rcd I.y Sheikh SolYlnan from the 

TIII'k:., has remained ill tl.e possession of his sucees .. orr.. It is a low 

and fertile tract_ The northern parts of it, towards Ihe llufllr, arc 

intersected by a number of canals, and is in a loJcr:~ble state of culti

vation. Ext(,llsh'c ruins are \'i~ihle in many places, and the borders of 

tbe Sh(fl~lti-Ar(/u, ~\S fllr down as (,/milda, arc covered with date~trces .• 

That 

• J \fn ~ enr~rn!,c:\ r"r ~i "t rnunll'9 on the banks of the AtR"oollaJlli JllIinr, and 

I'OlIicquently I.~ ,I "m,,! "!,porlunilic~ <of ae'luiring infvrmalioll clIllc;:rniug IIle ril'eN in 

'hj~ j»Irl of £be country. 
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That portion of die Pnslwlick of Bagdad I.wyont! tile 

comprehends almo~t the whole of ancient AS.Y!lriu Proprr , amI i~ I1I1W 

deuominated the Lower Kl/rdis/all: it ('xtcntls from /iTmellia HlHJ the 

territories of the chit'f of JIl{ulllerjr"J." to thc district of Afl'ttl/t'li, whi ch 

is ih fi"onticr toward .. J\'/I -;i"l[n11. Surrounded, 011 tht' North aUtI Eas.l, 

by lofty mOllntain~, fmlll wh ich flow ~1'\'I " ral g reat ri"t'TI'> anti a "ast 

number of Je-sscr I'>t rcam". this tract of country, alill 1):1I"li('ularly that 

part of it North of til<' L illlr' Zf/[,. 1Ia .. hC<'1I ill ('I"cr:" agot' a rich nlld 

productirc province ; and it s till continue.., to supply l1rl/:d.,d. ~rll'"lfl. 

and the other ('ilK-S, WiTh corn, cattl(" c.:lll"f"{·, hUit(,l", d r ied fmils, 

nno almost e"cry olhc)" J..infi flf prOl i,jotl" TIJt' COlllltl"y j'\"rtiJ of 'ltl/l'lI. 

Klwf11"ma, a small town, forty.Ii,"(' 11":I;ues froml1agt/m!, Ol! tllc l"Oatl 

to JJIusul. Ila ~ a flourb.hing ;\Iltil'ichlr('sfju(' appearanc(" IIl'ing co ... ('r('\\ 

with townl'>, villages, :lUU garclt'J)' of fruil·tr('('s, 'lHd j., ill a 1I11t,,11 

more improved state of cuiti,'ation limn any otil('r di"tric-t \Ihidl I 

ha"e st'cn ill this quarter of the world. That Jlurt of the prorillce tl) 

tile S, E. of 'j'fJQ-::.-A//f""1"IIUl is ('1'>~(,lllia"y difJcr('lIt: the llcat j" more 

intense. and the soil morc sandy; Conf.cquenlly l ('"~s proulIC'til'C', and 

not f>(J well pcoplt..'(], The cullimtioll hert', lH in tit!' .!o;/rt., is COli

fined to the environs of the "i1Iag!''', whit:b ;II'C- thinly ~ca ltt:rt"t1 m"M" 

die surface of a naked plain" Thc ]lrol-ince is divided iuto thc di "~t r;d~ 

of &l!l11iunia, Kp'rl.:'IIJk, Er/;illf', Alllm/('(I , 8Im/IIT-cIIII, ZfJ/' f/lfh, J],,!,.i, 

and JIendcli, each of which has a s('l'ilrde IZnk/'JII, 01" ;"'·()I("I H (JI" . 

But he who resides at Sol!llJlulIiu rules orer tIle f,reaic~t 1'0:liOIl 1,( 

territor.I"; 
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territory; anel as he must, by birth, be 8 Kurd, usaalJy assumes the 

title of P4Shn of Kurdi.tton • .Amadia pays no tribute to the Pasha of 

Bagdad, and is but nominally dependant on bim. 

The largest river&. in this province arc the Dialo., (J"~(lt Zull, 

LitLle Zah, and Odorneh. The Diala, mentioned in llistory by the 

nomes of DeloB and .Ar/Jf1, rises in thE" mountains behind &Iynumia, 

and taking a !louthttly COUl'8C, recei\'cs the tribute of a Vlllit number of 

smaller !>treams.> ami, nbaut six 01' seven miles to the North of K ,uil 

lloo/mt, it unites with nnoUter riter, almost equal ill si.c, which has 

its source at the foot of thl' pll~S of Ktlrull. The Din/a, now become 

a. fine riYcr, still NmtiuUl'.o; itl! course td thl' South, an4 enters tbe 

Tipi.y about 6W! piles ubovc Tanke lre"l'a. During the summer it is 

fordable at Bakoolm,.nlne loogues fCOUl Bagdad. on the road to Ker

fTla?lslifltt.J, and is ncat' a bundred and fifty yards wide, at the place 

where n bridge of boab <is thrown across it, for the convenience of 

tral'cIlN'S, just "efore it. approaches til(' Ttgt18. The 5OUTCt-S of tbe 

Greut Zuh (which is the ZaiHIhu of Xenophon aud Ly("Wl of Ptolemy) 

are in tilt' IifnIe mage of bills, ~nd contiguous to those of the Dima. 

It at iiI's! purstHl8' • nort\Jlerly C<mrse, when meeting with 1\ small 

Mream, .",hicb comell tom the district of Alhale, it pl'OIeeds to the 

""estwlU'd; unites wtth 1'hc IJltkiar, or river ~f .JN~. and tJlCU 

Sowing in a S. W. directiou, forms a jum .. tiOft widl the Harir S. 

(ancient BUmadll$), and disembogues into the Tigris at Toprukala, 

fOlll'tC('n fllt'su1ll:Ja hclow Mosul. The G'rnI.1 Zub, between Mwal ud 

Erbille, 


