
FR M TONKIN TO INDIA 

We were shaken out of sleep on the 31st (October) by an 

appalling crash. One of our men thinking to make a speedy 

and unusually safe bridge, had felled an immense tree on the 

opposite side, which came near to crushing the whole encamp

ment in its fall. Much more effectual was the work of the 

Kioutses: planting bamboos two by two X-wise in the river

bed, and hanging on to the farthest by their toes, in a very 

short time they had a line of trestles across and a light 

causeway laid. The skill of these savages was marvellous ; I 

question if civilised engineers with the same lack of imple

ment would in two houls have thrown a Lridge over a torrent 

at least 32 yards wide. The Dublu crossed, we proceeded up 

the left bank of th big river. 

Thanks to the exertions of our forerunner Seran- ' eli, the 

inhabitants of the vicinity here met us with some food, for which 

barter was the only form of purchase. Anio proved himself 

irresistible in the role of pedlar, would tap the vendors on the 

shoulder, make them laugh, and descant on the beauty of the 

coveted trillkets. It was the women who showed the greatest 

avanClOusness. They seemed more ind pendent than in most 

parts of Thibet, and on an equal footing with their husbands. 

Most of them wer small and ugly, though the tattooing else

where prevalent was represented only by a blue mark on the 

lower lip. We took advantage of the general satisfaction to beg 

a fill for our pipes. I could not help laughing at being reduced 

to mendicancy from savages, with a fair pro·spect of sinking to 

yet lower straits. 

On the 1st (November) the offer of my spoon secured us 

the services of a competent guide, under whose direction we at 

once transferred ourselves to the other (right) side of the river 
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on rudely improvised bamboo rafts; the water was quiet, deep, 

and of a grey-blue colour. Our passage disturbed a number of 

otters on the brink, who dived before we could get a shot at 

them. For the two succeeding days we climbed a steep and 

rugged track, catching sight through openings in the woods of 

an amphitheatre of snow-covered mountains. J n the west a 

high white range runnIng north - east and south - west was 

identified by us as the alps of Dzayul, on the other side of 

which lies the basin of the Upper Brahmaputra in Thibet. From 

our camp at the close of 3rd November nothing could be seen 

on all "ides but mountains and valleys. 

The 4th ( ovcmber) furnished us with novelty In the 

manner of routes 111 this part of the world. Most of our old 

feats were duly called into play, but with the addition of being 

exercised in the actual torrent. V/e had camped overnight on 

its edge, and at starting crossed and recrossed it half a dozen 

times: ultimately we settled down to ascend it without 

divergence. I t was the simplest plan. All th· same, it was 

as painful as anything we had done. Our own men with their 

loads struggled bravely against the current, which was suffi

ciently heavy to require a strong stake to steady each step. 

The naked natives found the waterway admirably suited to 

their agility. Being barefooted, both had some advantage 

over us 111 our boots among the rolling stones. tumbling, 

slipping, plunging, our ears ceaselessly deafened by the relent

less roar of the descending water, we staggered blindly forward 

all day with barked shins and broken knees in the urgency to 

make headway. For we had only one day's supplies left. It 

was emphatically a case of O'all1l11g our bread by the sweat of 

our brow. In the evel11ng the Kioutses caught some welcome 
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fish by an ingenious artifice. A small backwater 10 which 

quantities of pindrift had collected was barred, the pith of a 

plant was picked like oakum and cast into the pool, and the 

fish entangled in the mixture of foam and fibre were taken by 

hand and net. T o their own menu the Kioutses add d a 

mess of boiled fern leaves. Our faithful fellows bore their 

privations most unselfishly; they had already been on half 

rations-two porringers of rice swollen with water per man ; but 

they were only concern ed to lessen my anxiety, and sustained 

the g reatest app arance of cheerfulness. To fill up the measure 

of this dis tress ing day, we had to deplore the death of " Diamat." 

For some time the poor beast had followed wi th difficulty, 

famished for lack of the meat which we could no longer procure. 

After vain fforts to contend against the stream, which kept 

sweeping his lean carcass back, he gav up, and lay down to 

die under a bush. I reproached myself for hav ing taken him 

away from his pastures and snow. H e was the second dog of 

the breed which I had lost ; they seem unable to exist far from 

the icy cold and rocks of the uplands of Thib t. 

5th (November). - W e had to get somewher. We had nothing 

left to put between our tee th. So into the torrent we stiffly 

lowered ourselves again and bent to the collar. Rain from 

above was soon added to the water below, and we enjoyed a double 

bath. The stream was wider and less . swift than before, more 

like a water alley through the mid~t of the deep forest, where 

unbroken gloom lent solemnity to the scene. After many 

grievous hours of toil, it was with feelings of reviving cheer 

that we issued from this oppressive confinement to raft over a 

broad reach, and committed ourselves to firmer ground. And 

when at last we extricated ourselves from the tangled woods, 
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we hailed with joy once more the sight of hill cultivation and 

the straggling houses of the hamlet of Dunla, in one of which 

we were not slow to seek shelter, and to disembarrass ourselves 

of the wet garments and the leeches that adhered to our limbs. 

The Kioutses at Duma 

se med a fin .r set of men 

than those hitherto met. In 

proportion as we advanced 

west we found them more 

civilised. On the borders 

of the Telo, insteaci of loin 

cloths they wore drawers; 

and here one saw cotton 

stuffs and large straw hats 

with a smaIr cone of the Bur

mese shape. The women 

a lso were no longer tattoo d. 

The same indifference to 

cleanliness a nd tillaCT<:' 

marked their dwellings and 

their fields. N or did they 

Vine any apprehension of 

discord arising from inter

cours with men of other 

villages. Their extreme 

isolation probably male s for peace. 

A Kiolltse of DlIma. 

They allowed themselves 

to be fre ly interrogated, and gav liS copious if indefinite infor

mation as to our route. They said that about A pon, l-of which 

1 We discovered that pon simply signified in Lissou, PaIs (ThaIs). When, th reo 
fore, they spoke of Apon they meant "the region inhabitcu by the Tha'is ," 

293 



FR M TONK! TO INDI A 

we had heard so many incoherent stories,-we should come to a 

plain called Moam, which we must traverse, and that we should find 

rice-fields and elephants. Our Thibetans on learning this testifi d 

much interest, imitating a trumpet with their arms: they had heard 

f such beasts in their legends, but had n ver seen one. 

An old man I conversed with declared the Kioutses, Loutses, 

Lissous, and Chinese to be sprung from the same stock. 

This branch of the Kioutses at uma styled themselves 

Reouans. They had been driven westward succ ssively from 

the alwen and the Telo by the Lissous of Kioui. Even now 

it was a Lissou delegate from the chief of Kioui who collected 

the impost, one tsien per family ; thence it went to the chief 

of Ditchi, who in his turn passed it on to the prefect of Likiang. 

Filtering through so many hands, I wonder how much of it evel 

reach s the latter. To my inquiry why they paid, they replied 

that though some families evaded the tax they feared the power 

of the Lissous. I t was indicative of the reputation for ferocity 

enjoyed by the riparian Lissous, that, already established in 

the east and south-east, it should also be recognised so far west 

of the Salwen as this. 

N gotiations for food and bearers were carried on more easily 

here. Money by weight and the rupee were known; and with 

a wholesome addition to our diet of smoked fish, we were able 

to proceed on the 7th (November) after a halt of a single day. 

We forded a broad and shallow river, the Reunnam; and it was 

hard to believe ourselves at the base of the lofty mountain 

chains of Thibet; the long file of porters amid the tropical 

plants heightened the impression that we must be in equatorial 

Africa. The appearance of our column as it wound 'snake-like 

to the river's margin was original. The Kioutses led the way, 
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.cross-bow or wooden lance in hand, with here and there a big 

straw hat. Fine men they were, tall and with expressive faces, 

ingenious, but industrious only to the bare limit of their need. 

Leading a lif of perfect freedom, they preferred not to engage 

111 traffic wi th other folk, which might in the end lead to a loss 

of individuality and liberty. They reminded me of the fable 

of the wolf and the dog. The Kioutses have chosen the part 

of the wolf, and are very likely right. 

A diversified woodland march ended for the day in a real 

village. Five houses, each 90 feet long, placed parallel to 

one another, testified with the barking of dogs and g runting 

.of pigs to an approach to comparati\" civilisation. We cele

brated the even t in a cup of rice wine with an old greybeard in 

silver bangles, and repressed the grimace which the insipid 

.stuff evoked. Th two ensuing days afforded little of incident. 

The marching, although somewhat easier, tired the men from 

its monotony, and we had to invigorate them with the incentive 

of Moam and all its prospective joys. 

n the loth ( ovem ber), after being disturbed early by the 

.cnes of invisible trool s of monkeys that in~ sted the woods, we 

performed a long and toilsome stage, a great part of which was in 

a watercourse. But at its close we debouched upon a fine sandy 

beach, ideal camping g round, by the shores of a considerable 

river, the N am Tsam. Th stream was 40 yards in width, 

and ~xpanded into a small lake at the foot of a sounding cataract. 

Her , deluded by a curious appearance on the surface of the 

water, we one and all delivered ourselves to fishing . But as 

the fish, if fish they were, remained indifferent to baited lines, 

.stone-throwing, or Sao's ineffectual gun, we had to fall back on 

our usual supper of rice and water. 
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The next day, the 1 Ith (November), w pursued a rough track 

up the left bank of the Nam T sam, again at risk of neck and 

li~ and towards evening arrived at a large fish-dam. Tree 

tlull~S and bamboos were lashed together two and two between 

the . rocks in mid - stream, and from this barrier depended 

a valance of trell is embedded in pebble heaps in the water. 

From the centre of the weir a channel staked by bamboos 

extended down tream, and at its extrem ity the apparatus 

for catching the fish was set at night. We profi ted by the 

bridge thus offered to cross the river, but it took us half an 

hour to effect a passage sitlillg astride the narrow causeway 

and working ourselves along by our hands. The owners of the 

dam, whom we found under a leafy hut on the other side, exhibited . 
new traits; their ~ atures small, almost effeminate, eyes pro-

minent, forehead convex, mouth projecting, and complexion olive

coloured. TheYI wore a white turban which half hid their hair

kn t. Although they called themselves Kioutse, they showed 

more affinity to the new races we were nearing in the Moam 

district. The material of their vesture, no less than thei r red 

and blue leather wallets and copper pipes, undoubtedly came 

from there. Thei r huts, too, were of a novel shape, like cradles 

set on end. 

These fishermen gave us a good reception and some directions. 

Th y reckoned the number of days upon their hands; four by an 

open hand with thumb shut 0 palm, five by joining the finger tips. 

We all excited their astonishment; but Sao puzzled them most • 

. because his mode of coiffure resembled their own. 

'igns were not lacking now of an approach to a hotter climate. 

A tiger paid us a nocturnal visit; at another time our march was 

harassed by most malevolent wasps; and one morning we were 
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interested by a long flight of white butterflies in line, which dipped 

and hovered with marshalled regularity on their course. I thought 

of the Burmese belief that they ar . the souls of human beings dead 

or asleep. If the latter, they would be able to take back with them 

a strange dream,-of a forsaken country; of three Europeans toiling 

painfully with many falls along a torrent bed enclosed in dim 

forests; at the head of a small band of men clad in grey blouses to 

their knees, with loads on their backs, yet sti ll from time to time 

breaking into song; followed by a set of half-naked savages adorned 

with large black wigs, some with foreheads pressed hard against 

the strap that sustained the burden on their necks, and others 

moving free. Or woulcl the vision be to them but that of pur

gatory,-of hapless ones condemned to unrespited struggles through 

misery to paradise afar? 

Mountain rice culture began to be visible in clearings of the 

woods, and felled trees laid horizontally here and there assisted the 

path; elsewhere, trunks left standing served as miradors above 

smaJl g ranaries like bee-hives upon posts. As we drew near to 

habitations averting emblems reappeared, and we noted a fenced 

eJl iptical tom b on which were cleposited an earthen vessel, a tube, 

and some calcined bones. The last suggested the possibility of 

cremation among the Kiouts s of this district. A sword in its 

sheath hung upon a post, but the weapon was of wood. Examining 

the representation of articles of which the deceased might have 

need, I called to mind the graves of ou th America and ancient 

Egypt, where are found figures of slaves intended for the service of 

the departed. These taphic observances could not but attest the 

resemblance, sundered by many thousands of miles and years, 

between those of the people of the Pharaohs, the Redskins in 

America, and these savages of the Irawadi. 
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Two days which we passed at Pan dam sufficed to partially 

revictual the column, but our stock of salt was exhausted, and we 

could by no means replenish it nor find an efficient substitute in 

the pepper or grat d ginger of the natives. The circumstance led 

to a discussion among us as to which was the greater privation, 

want of salt or tobacco; and on a division I was in the minority 

Idiot Womnn. 

In favour of the latter. Throughout our stay III this village we 

were on the best of terms with the inhabitants, self-styled Lanouans, 

but hardly differing from other Kioutse branches. As ill luck 

would have it, a man was absent who might have served us as an 

interpreter in the Moam plain, where they declared no one com

prehended Kioutse. 
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From Pandam, which we left on the 15th (November), to 

Melekeu the route was good, on easy gradients, and well cleared 

of brushwood. Except for a slight personal touch of fever. we all 

felt light-heeled by contrast with our late crawl. Melekeu was 

composed of pile houses sometimes 130 feet long, not unlike the 

MOl dwellings in Annam. The families were separated by bamboo 

partitions, with a passage of communication. Each compartment 

was arranged alike-a square hearthstone in the centre, round 

which the inmates slept; above it a platform supporting a loft, and 

a sloping roof about r6 feet high, which project d several feet in 

front over a lit Ie terrace, where stood the pestle for husking rice. 

Round the piles ran a trellis to keep in the pigs. Mclekeu was 

set in an attractive semicircle of gently retiring hills partly c vered 

with yellow rice clearings: a few brge trees, survivors of the 

primeval forest, dotted the slopes; in th distance the lev I sunshine 

smote the line of woods like the head of a repulsed column in every 

variety of light and shade. 

We already had a foretaste of the Moamites (to coin a word) in 

two copper-coloured men who had joined our party. There was no 

doubt about their personality; their cotton crarments and turban over 

the hair-knot bespoke them Thais. They had come from seekiI)f' 

lead in the mountains, and had with them some Kioutses to carry it. 

So the plain of Moam is really peopled by the ThaIS, members 

of that numerous race which stretches from the Canton River to 

Assam. while it extends south to the Malay Peninsula. An 

intelligent, easy-going folk, possessing artistic tastes and a mature 

caligraphy which in its diffusion has infected the greater part of 

Indo-China. The tvo above-mentioned representatives observin/:) 

us making notes, took a piece of charcoal to show that they also 

knew how to write. 
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Among our informants was one who said that from Moam it 

was a sixt en days' journey to Atsara (the Thibetan name for 

Assam), where there was a big river, and on it boats with houses 

that went like the wind. Clearly there was a road from Moam into 

Assam, and we aIr ady saw ourselves navigating the Brahmaputra. 

The allurement f all the delights awaiting us in Moam led us 

to set ou t froin Melekeu on the 16th ( ovember), notwithstanding 

that Briffaud was lame from a bamboo sllinter. Our gaping boots, 

scarce held together by many a strip of hide, no longer saved our 

feet. In our impatience for a horizon we made the best of our 

hobbling speed toward the summit of J. col, in view since the 

preceding night. It was but 5,200 ~ et; but every step was a slip, 

each leaf a shower-bath, while overhead the monkeys greeted our 

efforts with ceaseless mockery. There before us it lay at length; 

still far away, but revealed. A wide expanse of apparent inundation 

enveloping lagoons of land; but what to our eyes seemed swamps 

were no doubt paddy-fields. Upon its farther verge rose folded 

hills to the ridge of the frontier chain of Assam. What mattered 

it to us then that fresh snow powdered the distant crests? The 

plain for which we longed lay between us and them. 

We pushed on, leaving the main body of our carriers to follow. 

At four o'clock in the afternoon we discerned the blue smoke of 

a habitation, and presently became aware of a noisy gathering 

under a shed. Chatt ring, laughing, and gesticulating all at once, 

a band of almost naked men, women, and children were pressmg 

round a large cauldron. We had lighted upon a Kioutse harvest 

fete in propitiation of the mountain deity, to whose satisfaction, and 

their own, copious libation of rice wine was being made. Every

one was merry, most were tipsy. Old men babbled, women play

fully pushed each other, a child harangued an aged individual, most 
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probably its great-grandmother; and on all sides rose a babel of songs 

and jovial mirth. Yet withal there was nothing brutal in this extra

ordinary bacchanalian orgy; perfect cordiality reigned throughout. 

Imagine the effect on this crew of the sudden apparition of eight 

figures, strange of feature and in divers garbs, armed and un

announced, dropping from the mountain into their very midst. 

Their moment of stupefaction was a short one. Hospitality 

was evidently in the ascendant. Drink was offered to us, and we 

were aiven to understand by signs that they would accompany us 

to the village. So, under this novel escort, none too steady on 

their legs, surrounded by a medley of lances. swords, and bamboos, 

and a hubbub of strange cries, we made a tliumphal entry into Delou. 

Here we were able to buy rice. fowls, and potatoes; and after 

passing a somewhat broken niaht owin cr to Sao's setting fire to the 

bamboo screen, and to minor disturbing visitants, we resumed our 

descent on the 17th (November) at a more deliberate pace. Our next 

camping ground happened to be on the borders of a tobacco field. 

The morning light shone upon bare stalks: our men were the locusts. 

Finding this godsend, they had thanked Providence and fallen to. 

We discoursed with the two m n of Moam, previously 

mentioned, in tags of all the dialects at our command, and learned 

from them that the country known to the Kioutses by the name of 

Moam was called Khamti, with a capital named Khamtidon, and 

they proposed to precede us and announce our coming to the king. 

We conjectured that these two Thais were deputies of the chief 

of Khamti, and that the supremacy of the latter embraced the 

Kioutses of this district, since they were at free quarters in the 

villages which they entered, and requisitioned carriers with the 

tone of authority. The lead which they were convoying was in 

small pigs like those sold at Luang-Prabang, and similar, both 
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in shape and SIze, to what are still found in the mines of Laurium, 

the product of bygone Greek industry;- another strange instance 

of conformity between an ancient people of advanced civilisation 

and a savage one of to-day. 

On the 18th (Novemb r) we stepped out freely along a shady, 

sloping path, in which the hoof marks of buffalo became 

increasingly frequent, and just as day was declining emerged all 

at once upon a rolling sward of close-cropped grass. Vi/ith cries 

of astonishm nt, "Allais! Allais!" our men broke away, and 

raced each other with their loads towards the campi ng g round. 

The cau::,e of their boyish gle ,-what they imprisoned in the 

deep and narrow gorges of the Kiou-kiang had never in their 

lives beheld,- what we ourselves had well-nigh foro·otten for five 

months in those pent-up vall ys,- was--tb I vel plain! 

Pas ing the Torrent of the Kiou·kiang. 
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Enter the Plain of Khamti-Blackmailing at Tsaukan-I'assage of the Nam-Kiou
Khamti (Padao)- Inte rvie\\'s with the King's Son; with the King-English Influence 
-Account of the Khamti Tha') -Pagodas- Panlian--Carrier Difficulties-Departure 
- Again in the Mountains- Vexatious Dehy<;- Desertion of Por~ers-Critical 

Position-F 'ver-Three Columns- Roux falls in Rear-Pass to In dia- Death of 
.a n old Chri stian- Short Commons- Two more Men left behind-We abandon 
Tent a nd Baggage-Hunger-First Village- Mishmis-Re\'ictualling the Stragglers 
-Singphos-The Way Lost-Plain of Assam - llishi; Good Treatment- Details 
.concerning Vi ll age- Roux Rejoins- Easy Progre s-EI phants- Reception by a 
Singpho Chief-The Brahmaputra- Sadiya- 'orelial Welcome from the Engli h 
Agent-Posi tion at Sadiya; ath'e l'opulation-Tea Plantations-Method of Work 
- En "(lute for Calcutta- Descent of the Brahmaputra- H istori al Reflections on 
India; Dupleix, 

AFTER a bath in the river we stretched ourselves on the gra s In 

the open, and watched a mag nificent sunset. It was good thus to 

lie beneath the wide arc of heaven after being s long restricted 

10 our surroundings. 

Whilst preparing for our evenincf meal, our ears were salu ted 

'In the distance by a prolong d not , which, as it rose and fell 111 

its appr ach, was presently distingui hed as proceeding from a 

melancholy gong. A small band of about fourteen Pals then 

came in sight, winding in I ndian file towards our camp. t 

their head we recognised one of the deputies who had given 

us their company on the road. ~Then opposite to us they 

stopped, gravely ::.aluted in a quasi-military fashion, pronounced 
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the word " alaam," and squatted. Two of them carried mUlzle

loaders. 

As we had no clue to th ir intentions, it gave llS satisfaction to 

observe the quiet promptness with which our men carried out 

our instructions, g iven previolls to entering the Pal country. The 

packs were withdrawn, the tent closed, and our people grouped in 

rear. A quaint scene ensued. We three seated at a table behind 

a guttering candle, facing thi s solemn deputation, proceeded to 

conduct a colloquy, of which, I imagine, not a sixth part reached 

either party in intellig ible form, -from us to Joseph, J oseph to 

ran- eli, Seran-Seli to a 1 loutse with a few words of Lissou, 

th latter to a Pai' with fewer of Kioutse, and from this last to the 

expectant group. Out of this chain of evidence we gathered that 

the chief of Khamti had received a letter from the south with 

threats of war. ad we any connection with this missive? The 

Pa'i, who constituted himself spokesman, addressed his remarks in 

so loud a tone that ] oseph took exception, and concluded that he 

lied. In return, we assured them we were 1 eaceably inclined, and 

anxious to expound our views at O'reater length to their g reat 

chiefs; a fter which they took their departur as they had come, to 

the lessening vibrations of the gong. 

N ext day (19th N ovemb r) we had not gon.e far befo~e we 

perceived a thatched village, from which issued a number of 

inhabitants, who motioned us to stop. They had with them a 

bamboo tube enclosing two rolls of paper, one of which contained 

some writing in Pai' or Burmese characters, signed in English as 

far a could be d ciphered: "Emile . .. Art .. ," with a seal 

below it, "Seal of the Court of the D eput ... Bha ... "; th 

rest was effaced. This letter found here was curious, but it did 

not COncern us, as we ndeavoured to convey to the people. A few 
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steps farther, and again we were stopped. Through the same 

medium as before, some notables intimated that we must make 

a. present to the village. This procedure did not commend itself to 

us as at all a desirable precedent to establish. On the other hand, 

to use force when we did not know our way , had a river to cross, 

and with the ever-recurring difficulty of food, to say nothing of the 

presence in our column of local porters on whom we could not rely, 

seemed an unwise alte rnative. Th eir tone now became more 

menacing; it was a custom, they said , that other Europeans, none 

of whom had come from the East, had observed, and unless we 

conformed to it we could not pass. I n this dilemma we offered 

them fIve rupees. They indignantly reCused, and laid OLlr modest 

ransom at a hundred rupees. This was too much; we made a 

signal to our men to fall in, and began to ge t out our g uns, with 

obvioLls other intent than as g ifts. Upon this they held a further 

conference with some pretended chief in the villag-e, and ended by 

a.ccepting ten rupees. ' uch was ollr first contact with the folk of 

Moam-a set of rapacious blackmailers, to whom nothing but 

prudential considerations for the success of our j ou rney allowed us 

to yield. 

The females in the crowd here were so far feminine, and 

unlike those of the K ioutses, as to recall to us that heaven created 

woman for a companion to man. They were tall, wearing a dark 

blue skirt, a light open jacket of the same colour, and a white 

girdle. Their hair was in a knot, and drawn into a glossy black 

coil, on the left side of which several fa tened coquettish glass 

spangles that glittered in the sun. Most had rings in their ears, 

sometimes of amber. I saw a child here, playina with a wooden 

top, just as at home. 

We passed through the village, Tsaukan, and at once found 
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ourselves on the borders of the river. This was the N am-Kiou. 

or Meli-remai of the Kioutses, the western branch of the Irawadi. 

I t was about ) 60 yards in width and r 2 ~ et deep; water clear and 

sluggish. We crossed without delay in five or six pirogues, and 

saw g rounds for the arrocrance of the natives in the ease with 

which they could have prevented our passage. A series of treams 

SLI CC d c\ at clos int rvals; the re(TJOn S :-. 

On the 'nm· l~ol1. 

med a veritable 

cllllender for Indo-China. ~ ome we forded, others we passed 

in dug - outs. Their g liding currents mingled or diverged 

without visible cause 111 this flat delta-like country; in marked 

contrast to the riotous torr nts we had so la tely left. They 

cannot come from far, as the chain of the Dzayul Mountains 

runl1lng south-west bounds them to the north of the plain of 

Moam. 
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As far as the eye could reach stretched rice-fields, yellow as 

the plains of Lombardy. A splendid territory, ~ .rtile in soil and 

abundant in water, where tropical and temperate CIJltllrl: flourish 

side by side, and the inhabitants are protected on three fronts by 

mountains. That they were fairly opulent was to be ass med 

from the silver bracelets of the children and the small Indian 

coms used as buttons. Indeed, nothing would appear to be lack

IO CT to the happiness of the people of Khamti. Only beware, 

you light-hearted folk, you are perilously close to the British 

leopard. His appeti te is enormous: sooner or later, be it from 

the mountains of Assam, or from the ' outh, he will place his 

paw upon you and bring you under hi~ "dominion. " There is 

no escape for you, ruler of Khamti! King Theebaw's lot awaits 

you unlec;s you humbly give in your allegiance to the Empire of 

1 ndia. I f you do this, you may perhaps retain your title, pleasures, 

and a shadow of authority; you will receiv(; presents and become 

as one of the hir d servants; but,-dare to lift your head, and 

you will be smashed like a vase of which the pieces are thrown 

away and never spoken of again. 

We approached the capital, which, save for slightly larger 

dimensions and a higher stockade, was not distinguishable from 

other villages. They I,ed us direct to a small pavilion outside, 

like a music kiosk, clean and well built. Four columns sup

ported a demi-cone-shaped r of of rice-straw thatch. Round the 

cornice were panels painted on a white ground to represent 

seated Buddhas with a flame upon their heads, cars drawn by red 

horses, and de vadas dancing. These were like what one had met 

with at Laos, only rougher. Without the fence that surrounded 

this building long bannerols fluttered from bamboo poles. For 

ourselves we could have preferred better board and worse lodg-
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mg, as the inhabitants only replied to our hungry pantomim by 

signs that we should wait. 

At the end of some time three personages presented them

selves. The central one was indicated as the chief. He was a 

man of some stature and an intelligent face, wearIng a white 

turban, fl annel trousers in coloured stripes like a clown, a small 

rose silk v st, and an old patched pair of European shoes. His 

confedL:rate had a white vest lik the Laos, and a shrewd quick 

eye that recalled certain Siamese types. Until our interpreting 

links were all coil cted we sat staring at each other like china 

doers. Then the story uf lhe threatening letter from Bhamo was 

repeated to u, and we were askeu to explain our movements. 

This we did as well as w could by means of a map, and with assur

ances that we had not been in Burmah. AIr oldy the talk began 

to turn upon 

we postponed 

presents; so as our translators were now tired 

any further discussion till the morrow. On 

leaving, these officials graciously gave instructions that provisions 

should be sold to us. \ e quickly reali sed that prices wer 

to run high: two rupees for next to nothiner ; and I saw a 

man refuse a quarter rupee for a bit of dead wood for Nam's 

fire. 

The early mist lifted next morl11ng and disclosed to us the 

white summit of the Dzayul Mountains. We despatched the 

gifts we had prepared by the hands of Joseph and ao; but they 

returned without ffecting their purpose, and with the information 

that the gentleman we had seen on the previous day was only 

the king's son: the king, his father, would not rise before mid

day. Throughout the forenoon a peeping crowd pressed round 

our fence, and we felt rather like the exhibits in the Jardin 

d'Acclimatatiol1, to whom visitors poke cigarettes and small coms; 
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only with this difference, here our patrons seemed much more 

' inclined to take than give, 

Yesterday's magnates having returned, we displayed our pre

sents. They regarded them without moving an eyelid, and did 

not offer to touch them. Vve were gi ven to understand that 

donations were expected by the king (who desir d a repeating 

rifle), by the king's son, and lastly by the I eople. This was 

Tsaukan over again. tuch as one liked bein?" agreeable to 

chiefs who were agreeable in their turn. it was a triRe irritating 

to have one's benefactions dictated to one. However, we dis

sembled our feel ings. The mini ter. somcwhat humanised by our 

promises, told us he had b en sevcral timcs to alcutta and 

Mandalay, and vouchsa~ d some information r >garding the route. 

In th e afternoon we-and our gifts-were conducted through 

the capital to D'e pr 'sented at court. 

The outskirts of the town were occupi d by . fenced rect

angular gardens, in which chiefly women were hoeing; th soil 

looked extremely rich and well tended. B twe n them and the 

village were rows of small bamboo ri ce granaries on piles about 

3 feet from thc ground. Passing them we came to the 

enceinte, which consisted of a stockade made of watt! d bamboos 

12 feet high. supported on the inner fac by an embankment. 

This palisade was arm d at one-third and again at two-thirds 

of its height by projecting sharpen d stakes like chevaux de /rises. 

I t was pierced by narrow entrances dosed by a gate formed in 

most cases of a single solid baulk of timber. 

Once inside, the detached houses did not admit of streets; 

but in all direction ran narrow plank causeways a foot or so 

fr m the earth, necessary in the rains. The roofs were thatched 

and sloping, with a conical excrescence al ither end, and in the 
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centre a small crable like a bonn t, that allowed light to enter 

and smoke to escape. At one extremity of the building was an 

open platform under the eaves, which admitted more light hori

zontall y. Each dwelling ran from 80 to 130 feet in length , and 

was erected on piles which form d commodioLls pens underneath 

for the live stock. The whole village was arranged on a system 

of parallels. From one point of view, with screens hiding the 

foundation posts, the place seemed a conglomeration of circula r 

huts or big molehills as one sees in Africa. With their thatch 

they gave me the illusion at a distance of some herd of hairy 

manlmotbs, :lrrested in thci l cuurse by a sudden paralysis of 

nature. 

The palace dominated th rest of th e village, and was sur

rounded by small gardens within a paling. ave in point of 

size, it was very similar to the other domiciles, but had a second 

roof with two dragons carved in wood at the corners. 'We were 

ushered into a spacious hall beside the terrace. T all wooden 

columns 27 feet high ran up to the roof, and the chamber was 

shut off from the rest of the house by a bam boo partition, on 

which were hung black Hindu bucklers studded with gold, and 

some lances. The beams were decorated with fi gures of tigers 

and monkeys painted red, and on the lower parts of the pillars 

were fastened horns of animals draped with strips of calico of 

bright hues. In rear of this fringe stood the royal throne. It 

was made of a long chest, on the front panel of which was 

depicted a cavalcade of gods or warriors mounted on strange 

beasts, evidently of Hindu design. On either side of its base 

twin serpents reared their heads slightly in advance of a grotesque 

squatting wooden effigy, in whose hands were a sword and a lance. 

Behind, a trophy of flint- and match-locks was arranged. 
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Upon the throne a little wrinkled beardless old man was 

seated. He had on a white vest and a "langouti" (species 

of kilt) of mauve silk; a pillow and tobacco jar were beside 

him, and a spittoon and a long pipe at his feet. Before

him were planted two gilded umbrellas. The whole was the 

monarch. 

' ''l e were invited to seat ourselves on the 0001' in front of hi 

majesty, with his majesty's son upon our right, and a group of 

five or SIX old men who had the air 'of councillors or notables of 

the place. The rest of the hall was fill ed with an audience of 

attendants and general rabble, in the backaround of which 

appeared the top-knots of several women, while some four 

Thibetans gazed on the scene with open-mouth d wonder. Apart 

from the pomp of the reception, I was struck with the familiarity 

of the people, who chatted with the m 'mbers of the royal party 

quite unconcernedly. It was not so in the Laos tates. The 

king's son addressed his sIre 111 a lono' speech, in which we sup

posed he was declarin c)" who we were and whence we came. Th 

presents were then deposited in a tray before the throne. The 

king rejoined by putting a few short questions to us directly 

Who had shown us the way? Did we come of our own will, or 

were we sent by anyone? At Tonkin, how were the children? 

the old men? Were the people rich? Finally, he asked by what 

route we desired to reach Assam. 

The travelled minister had already taken our names as a 

souvel11r. The wary Joseph for his own part gave an alias,. 

alleging that he had found it a wise precaution when dealing 

with a mandarin. 

I n the conversation, as was natural, Tonkin took chief place. 

We did endeavour to explain that F ranee was at a greater distance ~ 
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but not being engaged to give a history or geography lecture to 

the people of Khamti, and as we were chiefly concerned to gain 

their furtherance for our departure, we refrained from puzzling 

their Oriental brains. In the end the general impression left was, 

I fancy, that M. Carnot and some generals in a picture I showed 

were the principal men in Tonkin, and Napoleon IlL, whose head 

was on the louis d'or I distributed, was its great chief. A sIgn 

of dismissal being given, we withdrew with much pleasure. We 

had had about enough of social amenities for one day. 

Under the palace we observed some men at work forg ing 

sword-blau s; the fir was in a sUllk trench, and for bellows a 

man seat d on a trestle worked two pistons in bamboo tubes 

pump-wIse. We had fondly hoped for some amelioration of our 

diet on coming to Moam. 0 far we had not succeeded. \Vhen 

we asked for victuals they repli ed by telling us to stay here three 

.days longer, and not to bother about porters-an invitation cap

able of more than one interpretation. As we retu rn ed to our 

camp we met an elephant which belong d to the king. Our 

men were highly amused at their first me ting with such an 

animal. I t came from A ssam. But notwithstanding thi s and 

-other surpnsts, they were quite ready to quit Khamti, where 

their reception had not equalled expectation. eran-Seli de

livered himself of his astonishment that the king, who reminded 

him of an old monkey, should have been perched on a seat while 

we were on the floor; and as for Nam, he regarded all the 111-

habitants as pIgs. 

We turned our enforced delay to account by visiting the suburbs 

. .and studying the population. There was a pagoda in a grove near 

the village, wherein was placed a row of gilded Buddha with 

.conical h ad-dress, and some smaller ones of marble, painted or 
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gilded as in India. Flags bearing Buddhist subjects and Thai: 

inscriptions hung from the ceiling, but we saw nothing unusual, 

artistic, or finely sculptured as in Laos. orne tablets of black 

wood served as boards, which were written on with a white 

substance obtained from the bamboo, and the bonze showed me 

a letter of recommendation from an Englishman, Mr. Gray, 10 

.case the priest should wish to go to India. 

In the course of the day following our audience we received 

a nother visit from the king's son and his adviser. This time 

they smiled upon us, and brought some tubes of bamboo filled 

with molasses. The minister became suffi cientl y confidential to 

produce the subjoined paper for our inspection. It was in English, 

and ran thus :-

" This is a certificate that H ae Daung, nephew of the Lak

houm Saubroa of Pamkouti Khamti, came to Bhamo to pay 

hom age and respect in February '92. He was accompanied by 

the A mdogyi of Lakh oum, named I3araugnan, as representing the 

L akhou m aubroa. The A mdogyi and Hoe Daung were at 

Mandalay and Rangoon. No prom ises were made them, save 

that with regard to the claim set fo rth by Sankpakhou, the Lak-

houm aubroa, t be chief Saubroa of Khamti,l such claim 

hould be the subject of inquiry and furth er consideration. By 

this prompt vi it, bearing the-homage and presents of the ,aubroa, 

his nephew (in the place of the said aubroa) has recognised 

the supremacy of the Government, and has expressed his desire 

to be a loyal subject, and this will be ta ken into accoun t in futur 

dealings with him. His territory now forms part of the district 

1 This is ambiguous: the claim has been made in the course of a past visit ... 
qu ery : an inquiry will be made in the course of UUI ..-isit (future) ?- AUTHOR. 

3 1 9 



FR 1 TONKIN TrIA 

controlled by the Deputy-Commissio1te1~ of Bhamo, and he has a 

right to the protection and consideration of the Government. 

"E. C. . GEORGE, 

" Deputy-Commissioner. 

"CA~IP MO(;AU~I, 13th MaI'ell 1892.". . 

This document confirmed our conjectures on first reaching the 

plain. The chief of Khamti, finding most likely his power shaken 

by competitors, or for some other good reason , had found it 

advisable to address his submission to . ngland. He had sent 

ambassadors L the IuJian overnnlcnt, and it was probably 

following on this embassage that Mr. Gray was despatched to 

explore and thoroughly investigate the country. 

Here we have the inveterate method pursued by England: an 

advance as sure as it is deliberate. and with no retrograde. The 

rule of Britain spreads like a drop of oil by a sort of inexorable 

law of nature and decree of destiny. Assam is one instance, 

absorbed fifty years ago; Upper Burmah is another, annexed 

within the last ten. To-day these countries are conterminous; 

and, united under the English flag, are boring little by little up to 

the very springs of the Irawadi. To th right of Khamti" they 

are stopped by th ranges of Thibet. They wiII not go farther 

to the north -east, for two reasons,-the precipitous height of the 

mountains, and the nakedness of the land. Where no profits ar , 

there is no English flag. 

The minister told us also that steamers from Bhamo now went 

as high as Mogaung. In this again I recognised the admirable 

system of English colonisation. First conqu r; then follow up 

unhesitatingly, working to turn to use what has been acquired, by 

pushing trade, by establishing communications, and by alIowing all 
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without reservation and without delay to extract the benefits from 

the fresh territory. 

'Ne inquired of our interlocutors as to their onglO. They 

said the people of Khamti had always dwelt there, under their 

own name of Thais, like the Laotians. The mou ntain tribes to the 

east, west,. and north of Khamti were known by the general term 

Khanungs. One portion of the plain was called Lakhoum, and 

another, comprising about a dozen villages in the west, Manchi

Khamti. 

As at this point of th conversation we appeared to be on 

such good tern;s with each other, we ven tured to reopen the 

subject of porters. In a moment our frie nds' faces were made 

to exhibit blank amazement. T o the watchword " porters" the 

countersign was" presents." E veryone demanded something. W e 

perceived very clearly that short of actual molestation we had 

fall en into a nest of brigands; should we never shake off these 

jackals? A petty chief from T saukan put 111 for ten rupees; we 

refused, hav ing already g iven him enough ; whereupon he laid 

at our feet a sword-blade sent to us from his people; and when 

that was also declined, said he could not take it back for very 

shame, what would we offer ?-got rid of at five rupees. The 

prim e minister next claimed value for an ox ;- settled him, and 

off he went to confer with the king. The evenincr visits took 

the form of emissaries, sent to urge their own, and to decry th ir 

neighbours', merits. Altogether we received a lesson in dis

crimination and diplom:lcy. 

Although at other times th re was no regular market, the 

inhabitants preferring house-to-house exchange, one sprang UI 

towards the end of our stay round our kiosk, chiefly for the sale 

of rice, vegetables, eggs, and pOlatocs. ~alt was very scarce and 
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valued highly; it was measured in small hand-scales against frag

ments of pottery as weights. I saw also a sort of brown wick 

like that for lamps, which, soaked in opium, was used in the 

preparation of a drink. Amber from the south was pretty plenti

ful, and I was shown a bit of rough jasper and some garnets like 

those in the Himalayas. 

In the people themselves we recognised the Laotian type, 

which is not a strongly marked one. They had straight-set 

rather wide-open eyes with slightly puckered lids, broad nose, 

arch of eyebrow and frontal bones prominent, thick lips, and 

oliv complexion somewhat deeper than among the folk of Laos. 

Most of the men were ugly; but the younger females had pleasant 

faces and sometimes fine eyes. As rt whole, they were less in

quisitive and annoying than a similar Chinese crowd, and did not 

mind being dispersed. The costume of the men was the langouti, 

and a garment passing under the left arm and fastened on the 

right shoulder. N early all carried the short sword across the 

breast, Kioutse fashion; these had finely tempered blades and a 

good balance. A rather coarse thread stuff, with a red or blue 

pattern on a light ground, is made in Khamti itself, and calico 

prints are seen equally with vests of Thibetan poulou. The 

women invariably wore a blue cotton skirt, rather long and fitted 

to the figure. Their bosoms were not exposed as in Laos, and 

they no longer bathed openly in the river like their sisters of the 

south-east. Their carriage was erect and graceful, with short 

steps. Both sexes smoked pipes, bamboo-root with silver mounts, 

or a long cio-arette made of the leaf of a tree. Other charac

teristics in common were the wide-brimmed, cone-crow'ned Burmese 

straw hat, and the ear-rings either of amber, bamboo, or even 

leaves. Except in the case of two or three chiefs who had 
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English shoes, everyone went barefo ot. The plain folk do little 

carrying; when they do, they make use of a long bamboo balanced 

on the shoulder with a basket at ei rh r end. 

Much of our information was derived from the ministe r, wh o, 

when we got him alone and with the insinuation of a special 

bribe if carriers were forthcoming, displayed no lack of intelligence 

and a really remarkable me mory, by which he described the 

route of departure from Kb amti ,1 and reeled off almost without 

check each day's s tage for a nJonth's march. On this occasion 

also we dispensed with our cumbrous method of intercourse, and 

got along quite as fast by a speed ily established dumb-show. In 

the course of our talk we learned that the Singphos and the 

Kachin s are one and the same, the first being the Thai· appella

tion and the second the Burmese. This people, who extend sout.h 

of Khamti , were described as a t this ve ry time in active warfare 

with the Englisb. 

A petty chief from a village to the west paid 

he too possessed a certificate from Mr. Gray. 

hereabout expressed a desire to go to India. 

us a visi t, and 

Plenty of folk 

If the route is 

improved, frequent com munication between it and Khamti will 

probably ere long be stabli shed. 

The announcement-naturally not made without fresh g ratuity 

-of twelve porters recruited for us in the mountains, made us 

anxIous to prove the minister's itinerary without delay. From 

Khamti to Bishi , the first village in Assam, was said to be 

only nine days' march, but without intermediate settlements. 

To be on the safe side, we laid in supplies for eleven days. 

1 There arc three routes to Assam: onc to the south by the source of the river 
Dapha j :\ second by that of the rh-er Dihillg j and a thi rd to thc north by the Mishmis. 
The first of these only lias been followed: by Colonel Woodthorpe in 1875 (1885 ?) and by 

Mr. Gray in 1893. 
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The minister now requested a written t stimonial In return for 

hi s good offices. H e got it in the form of a notice, in French 

and English, warning future travell ers to beware of the rapacity 

of the inhabitants of Khamti, chiefs and commons. 

ur preparations were interrupted by the arrival of two horse

men, mounted on broad-chested, short-necked tats, like those of 

A nnam. One of these gentry, dressed in a many - coloured 

langouti , fox-skin vest, and white turban, proved to be a Gourka 

of Nepaul, who had travelled by Darj eeling to Calcutta, and 

thence to Rangoon, Moulmein, Mandalay, 13hamo, and Mogaung. 

H e spoke a few words of English, and confirmed the report of 

fighting between the English and the Singphos. H e described 

how he himself, a merchant, had b en made prisoner, bound, and 

despoiled of three thousand rupees and three cases of goods, but 

had made his "escape minus everything. An offer which we 

made him to accompany our party back to India was declined, 

on the score of attempting the recovery of his lost effects. His 

pr sence added an entirely fresh and unexpected type of Asiatic 

to the motley gathering round our kio k. 

W <:: had fix d our start for the 24th (N !vember). The 

morning came, but no porters. Seran- eli, sen t to beat them 

up, raises three; the rest reported coming. Reappearance of king's 

son and minister - just to see us off, and to beg a case for the 

form r's Winchester, which we gave rather as one does a bone 

to a dog. Another hour-still fiv e carriers short. King's son 

Issues orders to find them. This not producing the smallest 

effect, " Pessimus," as Joseph dubbed the avaricious Pal inter

preter, sallies in quest; and-2 p.m.- r turns- unaccompanied, 

to say that they were certainly there overnight, but have fled. 

A nother day lost! 
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As one throws out everything from a balloon to lighten it, 

. so we decided upon a still further reduction of impedimenta; 

and, to this end, discarded the men's tents and as much else as 

we possibly could. Our men themselves proposed each to carry 

an additional share of the r mainder, pr ferring increased individual 

loads to staying longer in this place. They had now been more 

than two months 

on the road, and 

were as anxIOus 

to reach I ndia as 

ourselves. 

W were satis-

fi d with the look 

of our cTu ide, who 

was a robust and 

th ick-set fe ll ow. 

with more of th t: 

hillman than the 

plain about him, 

resembling th e 

Singphos rather 

than the Paj's, and 

acquainted with 
Poulanghing, our Guiue tromKhamli. 

the dialect of the former. He was to accompany us as far a 

Dibrugarh, where we hoped to reach the railway. 

To fill the afternoon before our actual start, I paid a visit to 

the village of Panlian, about three - quarters of a mile to the 

south. In the pagoda here the bonzes had a large number of 

pUPl ies - a r gular dogs' home. I was interested in a sugar

cane press 10 the courtyard. Two posts, one vertical and the 
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other horizontal, each having cogs cut in their centre, bit on 

each other, and crushed the cane as they revolved. A child 

turned the mill, and fed it at the same time; the juice running 

down into a hollow below. N ear the pagoda stood some 

Religious Monuments at Panlian. 

religious monuments, ~n stone or hard ned clay, covered with 

white cement. Their shape was pyramidal, surmounted by a 

sugar loaf, recalling the lotus knob, and dwindling above through 

iron rings to a point. n their sides niches contained gilt or 
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white marble Buddhas, seated or recumbent. We wondered if 

the Khamti worshippers knew of the existence of similar shrines 

on the other side of the D zayul Mountains to the north. Another 

monument was in the form of a tapering pillar, with a tablet 

.as if for an inscription, beneath a gilt bird like a cock. The 

scene as I lingered on the brink of a stream, and watched 

the string of women and slow buffaloes movmg homeward 

through the shallow ford in the mellow sunlight, was a very 

lovely and a lazy one, and suggested reflections on this fa ir region 

of Khamti and its inhabitants, whose artistic and indolent natures 

harmonised in their pose, their ga rments, their dwellings, and 

their memorials. I t is a beautiful country, where everything 

seemed to be fitly wedded to its counterpart, under a clear sky 

.and vivifying sun; I was tempted to apply the line-

o jorlima tos llillliulIl, sua sl bona lIorint, 

ThaYs! ... 

25th (November).-Positively our last morning ! and a last 

request. The king's son, through " Pessimus," insinuated that 

h e would be glad of my boots. This time I could not oblige 

him. He kept us company for some distance, and we parted 

friends. 

It was manifest that without the help of these people we 

should have been hard put to it to continue our journey; but 

they set such an exorbitant price on their services, and showed 

themselves so petty in their cupidity, begging up to the last 

moment, that, despite their utility to our plans, they left on our 

minds the unpleasant reminiscence of a pack of fawning parasites. 

We could have wished- for their sakes, though not for ours

to see them boldly oppose our advance, and demand a healthy 

327 



FR 1£ TONKIN T INDI 

ransom. I would any day rather pass for a real brigand than 

for a cozener. 

We had started with what porters we could get together; and 

v ry one of our party was glad to be off on this the final stage 

of our way to I ndia. The men marched briskly, and sang, 

notwithstandinO" their heavy burdens, for throughout the first day 

our direction lay across the plain. A few insignificant rivers 

had to be waded, but the jungle, where it approached the paddy

fields, was of no density. At intervals we passed religious 

erection';, in tIre shape of shrines, tombs, or posts about 5 feet 

high, most of which were partially gilded, and shone handsomely 

in the suo. From one village still came a demand for a gun, 

but it sounded only as an echo of importunity, and was treated 

with a shrug of the shouluers. As they continued to pester us, 

Anio, the plain sp aker, promised to slit their throats unless 

they desisted; and Fa, who harbour d sanguinary notions, 

o-raphicaIly proposed to pluck out the thin hairs of their moustaches, 

till their faces should b as bare as the outside of a copper pot. 

o great a dislike had our men taken to the people of Khamti, 

that their commonly expre ...... ed desire was to return with a 

hundred well-armed men and terrorise them. 

The 26th (November) saw us into the mountains; and now 

the heavy loads began to tell. The first ridge was gained at 

4,225 feet, where, at the village of ingleng, we met with a 

hospitality from the wild hillmen which contrasted favou rably 

with that of the more civilised folk of the plain. But already 

troubles were gathering on our horizon. To begin with, all 

our carriers did not get up to the night's halting-place. Further, 

we h re learned that at least eighteen days would be wanted 

to reach Assam, instead of the Khamti computation, which had 
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evidently been based upon relay porters and light order. From 

this, the extreme village, then, we were confronted with fifteen to 

eighteen days' march through unpeopled mountains with tired 

followers. And, as necessary preliminaries, we must lay in extra 

rice, thereby increasing the loads, and invent reliefs to carry 

them. I t was a large mouthful to swall ow, but we were In 

for it. 

On the 27th (November), as if In answer to our presenti

ments, the early mist rolled back, and disclosed the mighty barrier 

awaiting us. The sunris.::! effects upon its snowy topmost line and 

among its peaks and chasms were superb. As morning advanced, 

the belated porters came in by twos and threes, having slept 

where night overtook them, without shelter, fire. or food. They 

were quite discouraged. Ills rarely come singly, and we presently 

discovereu that three of the K iOLltse carriers had decamped at 

daylight. One result of this defection was the interruption of our 

link of intercourse with our guide, which had henceforth to be 

carried on by signs. The rest of the day was expended In 

unremitting efforts to recruit our carriers from the villagers. 

Fearing lest they should imagine they were being pressed for 

corvee, I gave them to understand they would be well paid. I 

need have been under no anxiety on this score; the Kioutses 

were quite alive to our straits, and demanded five rupees per 

man per diem, which terms we perforce conceded. As an 

appropriate culmination to the day's adversities, several of our 

own men went down vith a bout of fever. I treated them with 

quinine and kola. 

Some of the people of this part smoked opium, though not in 

the Chinese fashion. They cut up a bit of the sodden wick already 

mentio.ned, and boiled it in a little water. Then chopping very 
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fine a leaf resembling plantain, and drying it, they steeped the 

fibre ill the opium decoction, and smoked it in a wooden hubble

bubble. 

On the 28th ( Iovember) more ballast was thrown out. W e 

jettisoned Briffaud's valise and the frame of his camp bed, Roux's 

doak, and the hammers, axe, and leather bags. It was imperative 

that we should have sixteen days' rations, and our only chance was 

to make forced marches under lighter loads. Even now, with 

scarcity staring them in the face, I found it hard to stir our men 

to as nse of the situation. Their indifference is constitutional. 

ur first camp after leaving ingleng was three miles on, and 

by th evening we had only accomplished half a stage. Fifteen 

days' food left: our reflections were not rosy. Ever since our 

arrival at Khamti, p reviously so longed for, we had had nothing 

but vexations; and now, when we thought our toils almost ended, 

the g reatest difficul ties were in reality beginning. There was no 

advantacre in returning to Khamti; a lengthened sojourn there, 

or an attempt n another route under identical conditions, wer~ 

.qually futile. It was not a question of luxury but of bare sub~ 

istence, and it was annoying to feel that a slight lack of prevision 

hould jeopardise both our followers and ourselves. 

Th guide, who had been away trying to enlist porters, rejoined 

on the 29th (November) with twelve men, and we moved off with

out loss of time. ur march was a rough one, partly beside a 

rushing g rey - blue torrent, the Nam - Lang, crossed later in the 

day at a quiet spot, and partly in the woods. Indeed it was a 

repetition on a minor scale of the Kiou-kiang, not omitting the 

leeches. Now and then 111 the more open Sp?ts we saw traces 

o f circular enclosures of crossed bam000 sticks, which may have 

be n, as was said, intended for protection against panthers or 
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tigers; if so, they were utterly inadequat for the purpose, and 

we inclined to the beli ef that they were connected with some 

relig ious superstition. When we bivouack ed for the nigh t, we 

should have felt more satis fi ed with the day's work if feve r had 

not got a firm hold on four of our men. L oureti, the youngest 

of the troop, was the worst case, and kept up with difficulty, 

a lthough the unselfish A nio took his pack as w 11 as his own. 

Their condition d istressed us, as we could do littl e to allev ia te 

it beyond g iving them flannel shirts and q ui nine. It is perhaps 

needless to say that thi s and the days that followed proved the utter 

fallaciousness of the information suppli ed us a t K.hamt i. " Pess i

mus" had assured us we should have no more torrent scrambles; 

we had littl e else. As fo r H oe D au ng, the mini ster, he had 

told us that we could have 11 0 diffic ulty in li nding th e way, as 

there was no choice; h might have added that, for the most 

part, there was no rou te to lose. W ithou t the g uide it must 

ha ve been impossible for us to g uess it. 

W e ascended the vall ey of the Nam - T sa·l, fi nding plentiful 

s igns of forest rangers JI1 the spoor of antelope, tige rs, and 

rhinoceros. W e had to thank the latter for many an enla rged 

path and fla ttened ba nk. Poulangh ing, the g ui de, ex plained that 

these a re two-horned rhinos, and that the ir fl esh is good. Their 

prints were not so large as those which I had seen in Sundarbunds. 

In this forest march we came to a clearing where was a muddy 

spring, a likely lair for wild pig. I n a lar e tree was built a 

machan· or small bamboo platform, whence a hunte r could command 

the descent of tiger or rhinoceros to drink. 

N ear our · midday halt we had a stroke of luck in the discovery 

of two loa<;ls of rice placed under cover, no doubt by some folk 

against the ir return from Assam. 1 t was a godsend and a 
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temptation; we had thirteen days' food left, and the guide declared 

there were fifteen stages at least before we could hope to reach 

a village. We therefore did not hesitate, but took one basket, 

and left some rupees 10 its place. uring the day we passed 

a crest of 6, I 75 feet. More evitlence of tigers abounding; by 

the site of our camp lay the scattered relics of some traveller, 

said to have been eaten. 

2nd (December).-Looking out through the trees on a hilltop, 

we perceived, right before us, the great chain of separation between 

the basins of the Irawadi and the Brahmaputra. It appeared of 

great altitude, and snow covered its rocky summits. In the north

west, at the head of the valley into which we were about to descend, 

the guide pointed out a dip in the range as the pass over which 

our route would lie. To counteract the pleasure which the sight 

gave us, a number of misfortunes assailed us at once, and we saw 

that Fate was not going to admit us into India without protest. 

Roux dragged himself into camp under a sharp access of fever 

which had followed a night chill. Briffaud also was on the sick

list from a similar, though slighter, attack. By the afternoon 

Joseph and two others were flOYS de combat with ailments and 

wounds. A half-day halt had to be called. 

To further curtail our baggage, my valise was next to go. 

ome of its contents we put into a lottery for the men, to keep 

. up their spirits. The wag Petalon drew the chief prize, a pair 

of double glasses. As for my poor little volumes of V. Hugo 

and de Musset, my companions for many a month, it was with a 

pang that I saw their leaves help to kindle a fire for barbarians; 

the bird labels and ph~tograph slips were transformed into quills 

for the ears of the Kioutses, and the pages of a dictionary went 

for cigarettes. 
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Before turning in, all hands came for medical treatment, and 

I allayed their complaints as far as possible with kola, quinine, or 

opium pills. But it was high time to arrive somewhere; the store 

of remedies was well-nigh exhausted. 

When we again set forward, heavy work fell on the column in 

hacking a way through the bamboos and creepers. One advantage 

in this slow progress was that it allowed the more sickly to get 

up with the main body by nightfall. On the way we started some 

hornbills that, with enormous beaks and resounding wings, flew 

over our heads with much clangou r. In two spots we saw deserted 

huts ; among the wayfarers who traverse these solitary chains many 

never complete their journey, victims to ti CTers or s tarvation. The 

first pioneers who penetrated these fastnesses must, I imagine, 

hav dO:1e so by degrees, each improving a little on his pre

decessor. 

4th (December). -Roux was so ill as to be unable to move, 

and Briffaud was not much better. As the situation grew graver, 

I decided to send on Seran-Seli with a flying column of a few 

reliable men, and the less robust, the guide, and the Kioutses. 

We divided the food so as to give ten days' rice at three bowls 

per diem, and I made up a few papers of kola and quinine for them. 

His detachment could move fairly , with the exception of one old 

Christian, whose case caused us anxiety. His heart was weak; 

and it was a painful sight to see him tottering on with fixed eyes 

and swollen limbs; he was too feeble any longer to bear a burden. 

If only we got him to a village, we might save ~im yet. The 

main body, consisting of the stronger men, our boys, Joseph, my 

sick comrades, and myself, must remain where we were for a day. 

That was the longest we could rest with safety. My further plans 

were that if on the morrow my two companions were no better, 
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they should stay where they were, with three men and twelve 

days' food. The others, with myself, would push on in the track 

o f 'eran - Seli on short rations, remitting or depositing as much 

and as often as poss ible for the rear party, who should follow as 

they were able. Distressing as it was to leave any sick in the 

midst of the mountains with such slender resources, this was the 

only feasible scheme, for the first to reach help would immediately 

pass it back along the line. 

That ted ious day of halt we spent 111 such distractions as each 

could devise for himself a nd his fellows. W e were twenty-two 

in camp, including two Y iout es k pt back as useful in tracking. 

We might deem ourselves fortunate to have round us such a loyal, 

e nduring, and pl ll cky band of foll owers. Actually, on acquainting 

Anio with the prospect of relinquishing the sick, he and the other 

Thibetans were for a ttempting to carry them on th eir shoulders, 

but the tangl d path rendered litters impracticable. 

The 5th (D ecember) found R oux incapable of th exertion of 

walking, and we put our dispositions into effect. Two men 

remained with him, and we furnish ed him with nearly all our little 

reserve stock of candles, compressed soup, medicine, and tobacco. 

And so we left our comrade, reluctantly,. but with (Tood hope that 

before many days he would be on our trail. H eaven alone knew 

what would be the end of all this, and I ardently longed to see 

our whole troop reunited in the nearest village of Assam. 

Briffaud, thoua h much exhausted, resolved to keep gOll1g. 

ur reduced column had rather a hunted aspect, especially forlorn 

being that of the two Kioutses. who a t every halt crouched with 

their elbows on their knees, shaking in every limb. We bivouacked 

that night under a big rock that offered a natural shelter in the 

middle of the forest. There were traces of previoLls travellers m 
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fiv e or SI X small bamboo altars with a few propitiatory grains of 

·rice for the genius of the mountain. Before quitting th~ spot next 

morning, we left a line of encouragement for Roux to find when 

he came along. This was a te rrible day in all re pects. W made 

a late start in shivering cold, whkh was not improved 10 my own 

case by an involuntary bath in an icy torrent. Fever, too, laid 

hold of Joseph. A t a little over 7,000 feet we came into the region 

of conif,. rs, which we had not seen lately, and shortly after reached 

the snow. I t was only ankle deep, but the shoul ders of the g reat 

chain to our left were spread with Aawless folds. F rom the pass 

we were on we could see behind us the Nam Phu ngan valley, the 

wide depression where Kha mti lay, and in the backg round a 

tumbled mass of mountains, to the right of which a white line 

marked the d ividing range between th e Sal wen and the Kiou-kia ng; 

it had not its winter coat when we traversed it. Before us the 

valley of the Dapha burrowed into the hills, and on our rig ht 

loomed the dim outline of big Daphaboum. F rom th is point the 

downward streams we should cross woul d be bound for the Brahma

putra. We had done with the basin of the Ira wad i, and our feet 

were now in India,- India the rich, India the wonderful , a name 

to conjure with, and a land to conquer from the days of Alexander 

to Napoleon. I could hardly believe that our objec t, was so nearly 

attained, that we had achieved our design in its enti rety; explored 

the Chinese Mekong, fi xed the sources of the g reat English 

Irawadi, and debouched on India; that it had been re~erved for 

us to fulfil the dream of so many Englishmen, by fi nding th~ 

shortest route from China into India. 

But imag ination outstripped reality. oon after pass ing the 

(:01, word was brought that J os ph, far in rear, was prostra ted by 

fever. To forsake him there was certain death , to semI back a 
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man with food to stand by in an exposed, waterless spot would 

court the loss of both. In this crisis Anio again came t the 

fore, and volunteered to go back and bring him in; or, if that 

were impossible, to get him over the pass into shelter. 'vVe gave 

him godspeed and a supply of food. At the same time one of the 

Kioutses, a rice bearer, dropped behind shaking with cold and 

fever. \Ve could not stay in the snow, and went on until we 

came to the ground where the advanced party had passed the 

preceding night. We found two of them awaiting us with the 

news that the old Christian had disappeared the evening before . 

. eran- eli had searched long and unremittingly, but without success, 

and it is to be feared the poor fellow crawled into some hole, where 

he succumbed to his privations, or fell a prey to wild beasts. A 

great grief fell upon the whole troop at the loss of a member of 

our united little family- a feeling rendered more melancholy by 

our inability to recover and bury his body. In the evening, after 

mealtime, when the moon 'vas up and the wind blew cold off the 

snow-fields, the men knelt in a circle round the fire with their 

faces turned towards Tsekou. Even we were shivering; but the 

Thibetans, with bare lit~bs and uncovered heads and their tchaupas 

thrown open at the chest, recited the litanies for the dead. There 

was something deeply moving in ·the sight of such simple mourn

ing, and we joined them with sincere reverence. When we set 

forward on the next morning, the men out of respect left on the 

spot the few cove~ings that had been the old man's. And that 

was all his monument. 

7th ( ecember).-J oseph and Anio happily rejoined us; but our 

concern was transferred to Briffaud and another, who were in a 

very weak state. We made a short stage, but it was downhill 

t wards the Dapha, and the sun both warmed and cheered us. 
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There was plenty of talk in the troop of " K alikata" (Calcutta), 

and Anio declared that he must learn some English words, notably 

" wine" and "sugar," for with the former one could laugh at fever 

and cold. The big heathen, Atong, had a remedy against these 

foes in a bowl of h t water, into which he scraped a coulle of 

pi mentos and some (Tinger. 

Throughout the forenoon of the 8th (December) we followed 

a wooden track on the left bank of the N am-J apha. 1 went on 

ahead. and had a regular paper-chase in discovering the blazed 

trees and broken branch s of the advanc d column from among 

the num ~rous false scents of wild animals. VI! > could not have 

been far behind the other, for at one plac we found the ember 

of their [ire still smouldering. and a mouke or tally, on which were 

cut som Thibetan signs to warn us that there was no water in 

front. We th reforc provided ourselves with bamboo tubes full, 

carried in ban lolier. A larg monkey which I shot proved a 

welcome addition to the camp kettle. It was of the fair sex, 

and very tough, but we pick d her bones. A wearisome climb 

had taken it out of us, and the bivouac was one of general dejection. 

ach one realised that it was a struggle for li~ now; the Kiouts s 

-contradicted themselves very hour. Many footprints of tigers 

cutting th~ fresh ones of our men showed the sympathetic creatures 

had wind of us. But 1 had no desire here for a return call from 

those old friends, whose acquaintance I had ~ rmerly souO'ht in 

India, and guns wer fired at dusk to warn th m off. 

9th (December).-We had only rice for one more day and a 

breakfast. At daybreak . nio despatched the two Kioutses to 

catch up the leaders, who had two days' more supplies than we, 

and to cell them to leave a little by the way for us. The march 

was now along crests, and in the afternoon we viewed through the 
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trees the end of the mountains and a distant plain, 10 which the 

Dihing lay like a ribbon. afety looked a long way off. The 

only water we found on this stacre was dark and bracki~h; but we 

mad tea with it, call ed it coffee, and drank. No stragglers on 

this day. 

loth (December).-The d scen t continued of a kind which 

frequent falls had rendered familiar to us, down a watercourse, 

from rock to rock. I n the tops of the trees grey apes with black 

faces swung by their long tails, and Sao managed with his Win

chester to bag a little on , which did not go far among so many. 

A thread of smoke to our right attracted us, as it had been intended, 

to the site of the previous camp; and there, on a bamboo decorated 

with plantain leaves, eran- eli had hung a little batT of rice, show

ing that our Kioutses had overtaken him. This furnished us 

with a meal, which was taken at once. Two more men (Tatou 

and Petalon) fell out. We could not stop for them, but left them 

in charge of each other. Anio now marched so fast, almost at a 

trot, that I could scarce keep up with him. A mountain river 

of considerable dimensions and streng th next confronted us, and 

demanded three separate fordings at spots marked for us by 

pyramids of stone. The wat r was cold and the bottom ragged, 

so that th performance was not an enjoyment. Wet to the waist, 

we mended our pace, hoping to come in sight of a village at every 

bend of the stream. Instead, to our chagrin, we stumbled on to 

a bank of sand, where further footprints ended. ome tree trunks 

thrust into mid-current showed that someone had attempted a 

bridge, and failed. There was no evading it, - into the water we 

must go agam. But we had had enough for the day, it would 

keep till the morning; and I caJJed a halt. 

The men had nothing to eat, but there was still ~ome tea, so we 
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crowded round the fire, and were not more down-hearted than was 

,necessary. This time, at any rate, we were at tht foot of the 

formidable chains for good. Had I been in the humour to admire 

nature at this period, I should have been struck with wonder at th<; 

scene which the sunset lit for us. The head of the valley was 

closed by a bold buttress of the remoter mountains whence we had 

come. Low down by the river the trees already lay in softened 

dimnes<·, but the departing ligh t was moving slowly upwards from 

slope to sheer, blending bands of deepening hea ther shadows at the 

base as though laid with the broad sweep of a paintcr's hand, until 

aloft as it touched the cameo-tinted snow the purple paled to violet 

and the violet blushed to rosc. This was perhaps the las t look we 

should have of the Dzayul chain, where its final limits reach the 

borderland of India. 

I I th (December).-Aban loned the t nt and other portions of 

baggage. After reconnoitrin g- the bridge end and finding deep 

water, the men scattered up and down the banks to seek a passage, 

but r turned nonplused. As they huddled like sheep and hung 

back. ao cut the knot by plunging in and strugglin7 through,-the. 

water was up to th arr:n-pit, and bitterly cold. The whole of the 

day we followed the windings of the valley, now on the margi n, now 

in the woods to cut off promontories, and in narrow places we laid 

bamboo slides. The work was nearly as bad as that by the Kiou-

kiang. Empty stomachs caused our knees to knock and our 

heads to swim, and the advaf)ce left a very vague impression on our 

minds. Ani had got ahead of us, still bearing his pack, and, 

notwithstanding that he had had nothing to eat since noon of the 

day previ us, he sang or whistled as loud as he could to cheer us 

whenever he stopp d. About four o'clock I heard shouts and a 

gunshot from the front, and with my field-glasses distinguished 
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more than one figure. Presently w came up with Anio sitting on 

a stone, and with him Iayo, one of the Thibetans o( the leading 

column, and a Kioutse. Best of all to our famished eyes, they had 

rIC for us. In a short time we were seated round a bowl, which 

to my min d tasted better than the finest dinner at the Care 

Anglais. 

The news of the first division showed that they too had 

been in a critical situation. Three Kioutses had been lost, and 

only found that morning; when the g uide cheerfully proposed to 

have them killed. But eran-Seli had fallen in with . four hunters 

belonging to a small village. which we might hope to reach next 

evening or the day after. Thus reassured, we called for volunteers 

to start back for T atou and Petalon, the two we had left yesterday. 

At fi rst the reward offered did not meet with any immediate 

response; their sufferings were too fresh to make any anxious to 

retrace that route. Eventually Iayo and a Kioutse declared theni.

selves willing, and departed. Poor l ayo's courageous devotion 

deserved a better end than he shortly afterwards met from sick

n 5S in Calcptta. 

Throughout the 12th (December) we proceeded more leisurely 

along the shores of the N am-Dihing. The hills receded, and left 

room for many branches and islets and sandy bars, on which traces 

of wild oxen were frequent. Nevertheless we had not done with 

crossings yet, and four times in as many miles did we ford the 

stream. .The end came at length, and quickening down an 

excellent path we saw with joyful e) es a field of millet and a 

. house. 

Seran- eli and the guide were waiting for us. The last fourteen 

nays had made us feel like shipwrecked sailors sighting land again . 

ur satisfaction was only marred by the thought of those still 
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behind us in the mountains. We could not but feel very anxious 

till we could succour them. As an immediate measure, people were 

set to work preparing rice for the relief column. 

The village we had lit upon was BOLlniang, on a confluent of 

the Nam-Dapha, two days from Bishi. The inhabitants and their 

language were strange to us. They were styled Khamangs by our 

guide. These Khamangs, I discovered, were no other than the 

Mishmis, the English calling them by the latter and the ingphos 

by the form er name. I was glad of the chance of s eing these 

noted M ishmis, of such :'ierce repute, among whom Fathers Krik 

and Bourry met their death, and who are opposing the English by 

the Dzayul valley. They are more like the Pa'ls than the Kioutses, 

beino- almos t brown, with rather large noses and cheek-bones, and 

small chins. They wear their hair in a knot on the top of their 

head, and are clad in a sleeveless coat to the knees, open in front, 

and a loin cloth; over their shoulders they occasionally throw a 

coverillg like the Pals, e ither striped brown or a ll scarlet. Their 

ears are pierced with a metal tube, to which sometimes a ring i~ 

hung. lung across the shoulder are a slender sword, and a pouch 

made of the skin of a wild animal. The women have in front of 

their hair '!l silver crescent held behind by cowries, and the knot 

above is transfixed by wooden pins. A thin silver circlet with a 

small cock's feather is fastened to the upper part of the ear, and 

necklets of brass wire or glass ware are also seen. They wear a 

sort of waistcoat, brown, short-sleeved, and cut in to the figure 

before and behind. 

The dwellings were small, and on piles. The construction of 

their tombs seemed to point to a more religious, or at any rate super

stitious, character than that of the Kioutses we had hitherto met, 

nor were they less distinguished from them in their bellicose 
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humour. A couple of our men having dug up some potatoes 111 

a field, the chief of Bouniang made for them with a knife. 

orne of our folk had gone to a neighbouring village to 

foracre, and now returned at the head of a company clothed 111 

all respects like Pa'j , and resembling th f'nl also in face. They 

proved to be ingphos. Their leader wore a long toga of 

Thib tan poulou, and brought us a gift of eggs, fish, and rice. 

By the next morn1l1g sufficient supplies were collected to 

start off a rescue party of three men under Oumbo, with enough 

for a six days' march and back, revictualling Roux's and lay's 

d tachments en 1'oute. 1 felt easier when they had gone: pro

vided that our comn,de had succeeded 111 passing the col, he 

would be out of danger. 

We oursel yes proc d c1 across the valley of the Dapha, 

This river rolls down from the north in many branches over 

a pebbly bottom, and was perhaps a hundred yards from side 

to side. Higher up it must have an imlosing course; her it 

was easily fordable. On the farther shore we came to three long 

buildings, each over 60 £ et long, as at MeJekeLl. This was 

aphagang. We did not at first understand tlte meanll1g f 

our cold reception; we were prevented passll1g through a house, 

and told that it was de regie to make your entry and exit by 

the same door, and though live stock abounded there was an 

evid nt disinclination to deal. The enigma, however, was soon 

solv d. The chief being rich did not want money; what he 

desired was a certificate and some European object at our hands. 

We luckily had a pair of double glasses left, and the clouds were 

immediat ly disp Hed. The language of these Singphos differed 

again from previous idioms; they were familiar with several 

Hindustani words. 
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We had thought that henceforward our progress was to be 

little more than a promenade. But we were undeceived 10 

several particulars. n continuing we had a plendid path 

'until midday through trees, among which we startled many large 

monkeys and hornbills, and elephant trails were fresh and 

mi leading. But after that th e track was 1 st, and for several 

miles we had to tear our way through thorny underarowth and 

Ford on the Nalll . Dihing. 

stony nuIJahs. When we struck the Nam-Dihing on the left 

bank, a precipitous bluff stood full in our way, with no passage 

between its base and the water. I t had therefore to be assailed 

in Rank, and proved a hard nut to crack on account of con

stant backsliding and falling stones dislodbed by the leading fil s. 
\ 

It ,was a curious landmark, obtruding itself 100 feet high from 

the otherwise lev 1 surroundings. Down by the river again we 

found a reed hut with four Singphos fishing. They sold us 
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twenty grand fish, mahseers, many weighing over 5 lbs. If I 

had had lines, and had not been so tired. I must have joined 

them. 

The valley of the N am-Dihing is wide, and bounded by low 

wooded hills. The river - bed in which we walked for some 

Chief at .l3ishi. 

distance testi lied to 

the size of the river in 

flood. As it was, we 

had to ford it in many 

arms, and at the village 

of Mong-Pien to cross 

by raft. At the latter 

place we were well 

received by the people, 

who let off guns in our 

honour, and amongst 

whom we met a 

young man who had 

been guide to Colonel 

Woodthorpe in 1875 

(1885?) and later to 

Mr. Gray. Bishi was 

declared to be but a 

short distance farther. 

t our approach the aged chief of Bishi came out to meet 

us, and escorted us to a house where we made ourselves com-

fortabl e once more within four walls. This was on the 16th 

(Dec mber). 

uring the three days which we sp nt at Bishi we lived on 

the fat of the land, and the time passed agr eably, but for 
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anxiety on Roux's account. The men did not prepossess me 

very favourably even in comparison with the Khamti ThaIS, 

being their inferiors both in industry and civilisatIon. Round 

the fire in the evening it was interesting to reckon up the different 

tongues which were trying mutually to conver~e: the) were 

nine, - hinese, Thib tan, Mosso, Lissou, Loutse,l ThaI, Singpho, 

Mishmi, and Hind u, called here Monam. 

I n a corner of an open space of the village were two rows of 

five small holes with two la rger ones at either cI1d, into which 

the people tossed small pebbles. I did not understand the 

game, but I had seen something si milar played by negroes at 

Majunga. Outside the village ther was a clea ring beneath 

some large trees, which seemed as though intended as a place of 

prayer. Along the path that led to it trunks f trees, cut 

longitudinally, faced each oth r 111 pairs, with a third, the bark 

of which hung in shreds from half its height, in the middle. 

The adjacent woods appeared full of (Tame. 

On the 17th (December) Iayo, Tatou, and Petalon came 

111. The two latter had given themselves up for lost by the 

time aid reached them. They said that they found in the sand 

the footprints of a tiger which had regularly followed our 

column, like a shark in the wake of a ship. 

By the 19th (December) we had hoped to have news of 

Roux ; but none coming up to that date, and the feeding of so 

large a number of visitors taxing the resource of the place, we 

deemed it expedient to move on by slow marches into the plain. 

Accordingly our troop left Bishi on the 20th ( ecember) in the 

morl1lO. ao, Joseph, and I were to follow at noon. We 

1 The Kioutses from Singlcng spoke a slightly altered dialect. They called themselves 
Metouans. 

347 



~ ROM TONKIN TO INDIA 

intrusted a letter and some money for Roux to the chief, with 

injuncti0ns that as soon as he should be signalled a messenger 

!:ihould be sent after us. I had just gone into the house, when 

ao came runnlOg 10, calling, "Here he is I "~, and "Loutaj en!" 

shouted Joseph at the same moment from without. 

The joy with which we met may be imagined. We both 

breathed fr ely again, and a O'reat weight was lifted off my mind. 

Th whole party was safe and sound, and could afford to look 

back upon deliverance from a very near thing. 

Roux's story was as follows: For two whole days after our 

d parture he hau been unable to move. The fever then abated, 

but left him very weak. By the time th y got to the pass fresh 

snow had nearly obliterated our tracks. They wer disturbed by 

the nightly proximity of a tiger, d ubtless the sam that snuffed us, 

whose respect evidently decreased as numbers diminished. When 

they reached th Nam-Dihing they were stopped by a spate, and 

one of them narrowly scaped drowning while trying to make 

a bridge. As it was, he was cast ashore on the wrong side, and 

passed the nig ht without fire or food, and soaked. The " Doctor" 

and the other meanwhile retraced their steps through the v.'oods 

1n the dark in search of a ford , with the agreeable reRection that 

th y were cut off by a big river with almost empty haversacks. 

Their disquietude was augmented by the discovery of our aban

doned bagO'age; they dreaded lest the next turn should disclose 

the starving remnants of our column. The relief did not fall in 

with them a moment too -oon. 

Our whole strength reassembled at Khagan, with hearty con

gratulations at our reunion. From there we descended in four 

days to Sadiya. Everywhere our welcome was cordial. The 

English Political Agent at the latter place, to whom we had notified 
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our coming by couner from Bishi, had issued orders that every 

possible facility should be given us, and himself kindly sent us 

a most acceptable present of preserves. 

On the 21st (December) we found elephants awaiting us, pro

vided by the same gentleman's forethought; and for the first tim 

for months we were able to spare our own legs and smoke our 

pIpes 10 luxury. 

. The intermediate 

villages were mainly 

Singpho, and a few 

Thai', the latter easily 

recognisable from their 

religious posts in shape 

like elliptical r ofed 

houses, such as we had 

already seen in Khamti . 

The scenery much re

sem bled that of Laos ; 

dwellings appeared 

amid palms and plan-

tains. Between the 

villages we traversed 

extensive woods and 

paddy-fields, where the 

v"'''7 /.. 

' ingpho . 

startled buffaloes wheeled into line of battle as we passed. We cer-

tainly formed a queer troop. At the head w rode on elephant, and 

behind us w~und our porters, their grey tchaupas contrasting with 

the brighter garments of the Singphos in the sun. We might hav 

be n taken for a string of prisoners or a proc ssion of penitents. 

N am's b haviour at this time WaS that of a little child; he was 
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