
co the head of the river Marsyas, under the citadel. This river, 
" likewise, runs through the city and falls into the M".amUr." 
(Lib. I. c. 5.) 

CellZfI": appears to have been the grand rende:::vows of Cyrus's 
army; and here he staid no less than So days. Menon, the 
Thessalian, had joined him at ColosslZ, with 1500 men; and 
at this place, Clearchus and others arrived with a further aid 
of ~3700. The whole body of Greeks was now said to amount 
to nearly IS,OOO ; of which, 11,000 were heavy ar.wed. But 
this account does not agree with the numbers reviewed before 
the battle ( of Cunoxa): taking into the account the reinforce
ments at lssus.· 

• Here follows a detail of the numbers: 

Joined at Sardis: 
With Xenia! 

Prozenus 
Sophametu5 (Stymphaliali) • 
Socrates 
Pation 

Menon 

Clurchus 
Sosias 

, 
'. 

At Colosslr: 

Sophlenetul (Arcadian) 

At C,l«M. according to the detail 

Hu.,. 
Anood. LlKht. To.L 

-
4000 , .. 
'loo loo 
'000 ... "00 
loo .. , ... 700 

'000 loo 'loo 

,- 7~} '000 )700 
0000 ... 

11,000 ·ofOO 13.+0° 

Xcnophon nyl there were 11 ,000 heavy armed, and about 2000 light armed, re~ 

yiewed at C,t.rux.. 
At Inul, there came with 

Cbeirisophus 
From Abrocomu 

Grand Total, 

At the review .. 3 days before the battle. there were only 

700 

"'" 
:: : } 1100 

Here is a dift'erem:ie of 1700 men; and that dilfcr.nec lies smOD .. t the hca.y armed. 
And it tHD be obtencd, 'hit the. _aruaate and the detail agree .... Ir at the rem at 

E 



From CEL'<:NJE /(f'IJ)ortis !cONIUM. 

From Geliz."" Cyrus marched to Peltd!, in two march.s of 
fj parasangas each; answering to about 14 of our miles. This 
place appears to have lain to the northward from Celttnt:t: as 
well as the next station, the forum of the Kramians; situated 
l!'l parasangas beyond Pe!tte; and which was also aCCODl

p1ished in two marches. 
And here it becomes npcessary J as well for the purpose of 

establishing the positions of the two last stations; as to remove 
the difficulties that occur. respecting the future ones; to step 
at once from PtltlB to [conium, which is the first position that 
can with absoluff' certainty he recognised in this route, after 
GeI"!nt6; although '7 or 18 marches distant. The detail of 
the marches from Celamee , is given thus : (Lib. t. c.6, 7, and 8,) 

Gel"," .. to Pelt .. i marches 10 paras. 
Thence to the Kramians 2 

To the plain of Caystrus 
12 

3 given: (more probably I 
5 0r6 ) JSo 

To Thymbrium 
To Tyriaum 
To Iconium 

• ]0 

• 
3 

10 

.0 

Here are 70 parasanias from the Kramians to !conium; 
eq~al to about 150 G. miles, taken in direct distance: but a 
correction is first to be made, between Tyntzum and Iconium ; 
founded on a fact that occurs in Strabo. 

Tyri4Um, in the above table, is given at ~o paras. short of 
lconium, equal to 48 G. miles, direct. Since the time' of 

C~f«u. Who can decide ~ ODe i, rather inclined to adopt the numllen .t the rniew 

..... the battWj .. no ~ of anr co~ arc ,t&ted to haw: ~aed, p~ 
.loutly. _1>1,. tile ..... 6oa.Io ... __ abo lor X ...... ia ........ __ • 



Fr&m CELJEN~ to'Wards IcoNIUM. '7 
Xen.phon, Laodi"a Combust. was founded, at 9 hours oftra.el
ing ,to the N.W. oflconium: ano the Theodosian Table" furnish 
a line of distance, from Laodicea to Synnada, passing through 
Philomelium, (a city of some note) which is placed at .8 M. 'Po 
or .oG. miles from Laodicea; 67 M. P. or 47l O. miles from 
Synnada. - And accordingly, if 00 G. miles be allowed for 
the 9 hours, between [coniuf!1 and Laodicea, Philomelium 
should be- 40 such miles from Iconium; and to the north-west; 
which will fall into the line of Cyrus's march. 

Now Strobo (p. 668.) in describing a Route from Ephesus 
to the Euphl"'dtes. at Tomisa, brings us FIRST to Philomelium IN 

THE WAY to Tyrian'um; (doubtless the Tyriceum above re

corded). Consequently then, 1f Philomelium was no more 
than 40 G. miles short of [conium, Tyriceum, WHich lay still 

nearer to [conium, could not have been iO parasangas, or 48 
such miles from it! The probability therefore is, that the 
three marches, instead of being of nearly 7 parasangas each, 
as given in the Anabasis, were only of the ordinary length. or 
about 5; and in consequence only 15 or 16 parasangas may 
be reckoned; which will place Tyri",um about 6 miles to the 
eastward of Philomelium, instead of the opposite side; as the 

text of Xenophon would make it. It is out of all probability 
too, when there was no enemy within 200 miles, that the 
former four marches should be of 5 paras. each. and the three 

latter of nearly 7 each. 
Having thus placed Tyri .. um, it will be found t]tat the cor

rected distance between the Kr.Jmians and lconium will be 14 tf 

• The spate ~D; PlHlonuli,,,. and LR"~fC, is • porUoa (If the ,rcat ..... 
~ from Ni&DI'IlIdi4 to l'.r41q, thrDugh Do~lant and: 1"';"0 
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G. miles direct, instead of the t50 given by the text: a. aloo 
that 14'4- being laid off. on the modern road from [conium 
(Kuniyah) through flgoun, and Akshaher, will fan at about 
sf b<yond Kutahiah; the present capital of a Sanjak of the 
same name: and known in Roman times under the name of 
CotyteUm. And moreover, that the 22 parasangas. equal to 
47 G. miles. laid off from Sand~kly , considered as CeUente, for 
the distance from thence to the Kramians. will reach within 
4 or 5 miits of Kutahiah ; .. whence, of course, the distances 
agree generally, in placing the Forum of the Kramians at or 
near Kutahiah.-~ 

There is another circumstance to be mentioned in favour of 
the argument. The Turkish Geography of Anadoli states, 
that If the province of Kutahiah" (which answers nearly to 
Phrygia Pacatiana) H was named Kermia1t from the name of 
" the family of its former (or first) masters." This indeed, 
appears to mean a Mahomedan Dynasty; but it may also be 
meant for a more ancient name. It is certain, however, that 
both of the names prevail j and that the root of Cotyteum still 
subsists in Kutahiah, 

The general agreement of the distances, ancient and 
modern, between th6" supposed posicion of the Kramians and 

• Genentl Koehler reckoned '!s houn between Sandllkly and Kutahiah J his general 
date Waf %,05 G . miles~" bouri whence the remit would be SlfG. mik-s between 
kDdakly and lC.utahiah. 

t It appeared 011 the geo,raphiuJ construction of thil quarter. tbat the WitHee 
arili"c on the mean time. given belwecD.ltutahi.b and Iconium. is 136 G. miles, or sf 
less than the aboye ruu1t. So that it faUt , hort of Xenophon'. report h1'. G. miles, 
or about 61 of ... puuanp.: 4 of ..melt haft Men dedllCted. UCJa:I the ao, between 

~ aad 1","", . lot 'thin-are atiD. sf in actn: Mel wWcJa pet'bapnlWiy be 

plaUill to tbeaccOWIt of cwcr-ratiaCtbediatance. T~6oa1 ac.cucc. tMraore, .. small. 
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.ICOMiuM., proves to a certainty the error in the number of 
marches given between the Kramians and the Plain of C1Jstrus. 
For, if the text was followed, the three .marches must have 
been of s8 miles each! It may be proper also to remark, in 
this place, that the aggregate number of marches, summed 
up in the History, between Ephesus and the field of battle in 
Babylonia, exceed. the detail between Sardis and that field, 
by 7· Of thes., between 8 and 4. may be deducted for the 
68 M. P. between Ephesus and Sardis: and then th_ or four 
remain to be accounted for. Possibly then, it should have 
been 5 or 6, instead of 8 marches, between the Kramialtts and 
Caystrus. (See above page .6.) 

Here it is proper to mention some circumstances respecting 
the position of Pellll!. It will be seen by the map No. II. that 
as the Forum of the Kramians falls at Kutahiah, Cyrus should 
have gone in a northerly direction, during the four marches to 
that place from C.l.entl!, (or Sandukly); whilst the gentral di
rection of his route was easterly. This might appear extra
ordinary, unless it was recollected that Cyrus was then mak~ 
ing preparations for his expedition; and,was probably taking 
away the provisions and stores that had been collected for him, 
at different stations, situated within his government: for he 
may be said to have commenced his undeviating route towards 
his brother'S capital, only at the Forum of the Kramians. 

Now Peltte is not distinctly recognised in modern geogra
phy, but may probably be the same with the Peloti of Edrisi 
(page "'87), described to be situated in the road from Tonus to 
AbyJus (meaning the Asian castle of the Dardanelles). ThiJ 
road pa •• es through Btlgrassa, taken for the Belgm of Paul 
Luca., and if the distance between this latter, and the Asian 
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Cant;., .. given by Edrisi, lie proportioned (for it falls short on 
the whole interval: on our ... onstruction, by about 11 miles). 
the position of Peloti falls in the place where we should have 
placed Pelt,z: that is, at two marches from Sandukly, towards 
Kutahiah; considered respectively, as Ctlam~. and the Forum 
of the Kramians. 

Having thus adjusted the line of Cyrus's march between the 
Krantians and 1conium, in respect of the geographical construc
tion, it win be proper to give certain particulars respecting the 
principal places on the road; and also concerning the physical 
geography of the cOllntrie~, in which they are situated. 

Kutahiah (or the f orum of the Kramians). stands on the 
modem great road from Brus. (olim Prosa ad Olympum) to 
Cilicia, Syria, and Cyprus; through Iconium, &c.; and which, 

as well from the line of direction. as the nature of the country, 
was doubtless the general line of the ancient road, also. 
Wheh therefore, Cyrus had arrived at Kutaki.h , he would of 
course follow that road, which for upwards of 200 miles, leads 
through a succession of deep and extensive vallies , adjacent 
to too northern foo~ of the Pis£dian and Cilician Taurus. - On 
this supposition he would pass from the site of Kutahiah, to that 
of 'Karahissar (Alfftum ); and thence by those of Sakli, (or 
Ishakli),t Akshaher. Ilgoull, and Laodicea, to Iconium, or 
Kuniyah. (See the Maps No. J. and II. ) 

The first station mentioned. beyond the Kramians, is the Plain 

of Caystru~ : said to be .. a well peopled city." It is to be eon-

• See Mr. Baldwin', Journal in Col. Cappn'. Book of Travet.. Tbt all;tbor has 
also been 'obligingiy furnished with the Journals of Major Leake, and Prof'cuor Carlyle, 
OYer'the same ground". 

t ·NotItt.e l,klkli, taken by Dr. I'oco.:k. for' Celna. 



VallUs 'If MQunt TAURUS. 

eluded, or course, that it was a city in a plain, named Caystrus: 
and which plain, answers unequivocally to that. which ~xtends 
between Aufium Karahissar, and Ladik ( LaJJdieea Combusta); 
and which is a part of the above succession of flat vallie" or 
plains. ]t answers to the tract named by Strabo, Phrygia Pa
rarias; extending along the northern range of Taurus. 

The distance given from the Kramians to Caystrvs, SO para
sangas, falls near Sakli, beforementioned; a town where the 
roads from Constantinople, Brusa, and Smyrna, pointing to.. 

ward&: Syria, meet: and where, the country being fertile and 
well watered, a town is likely to have stood, in all civilized 
times. It may therefore, with some degree of probability, 
be supposed, that the city of Cay,t"', stood in this general 
position.-

In order to understand the general nature of the tract, into 
which Cyrus had now entered, contiguous to the northern side 
of the region of Mount Taurus, it is proper to state, that-there 
are several parallel ridgt's, and some of those very lofty, con
nected with the greater chain of Taurus, on the side towards 
Phrygia and Cappadoda. These, the ancients do not appear to 
have regarded as members of Taurus . 

• Su,Ii, II we learn from Dr. Pocock. and other'. is also called Sdellite,. Probably. 

it was one of the ffi!lny cities, that were mmed Selellcia. If SeJeucus" the victor in the 

br.Jtle nam~d from.llsils. (which decided the fate of Empire in Lower Asia, after the 

d~th of AleDnder.) founded any city in commemoration of that -rictory, this may 

possibly ~ the place. The position of [P'llS has ntver been detenrUned; but Wil Itid 

to he ",ar S,JfMdfl, Saldi, however, il25 miles from SYllnada. to the southwardj and 

precildy at the point of sepaRtion of the two roads that led to EJIHJIlI' and to B,',:um. 

'-' re5l1«tivtly. in the way from Syria. 
~ -the contendin, armies al'proached each other, along the I~t road leading from 

S"u u4 CiU';', tlu:ough the centre of Alia MilKv, toWards Synnada; and it is Dot 



Vallies of Mount TAURUS. 

The spaces included between these secondary ridges and 
tile principal one, may be considered as elevated vallies: an 
intermediate step, between the high level of Taurus, and the 
common level of the interior of Asia Minor. Some of them 
are of extent sufficient to form large provinces: and contain 
lakes, salt as well as fresh; formed of the waters from the 
adjacent heights; but pent up, by the inferior ridges. 

Beginning from the westward, the first of these vallies in
cluded the odginal country of [sauna*; noted for the extreme 
roughness and strength of its natural defences ; situated in the 
recess('s of its surrounding barrier of mountains. A second 
valley, but of a nature perfectly accessible, contains the just 
mentioned country of Phrygia Paranas. It i. beautiful and 
well watered: in position, parallel to, and adjacent to [sauria, 

on the north; but a step lower, in point of level. Here too, 

improbable that the umy already in pOfSmion of Asia Minor. should post itself. so as 
to wmmand both of the western roads abovementioned. The nature of the counrry, 

too, which consists of a weU watered and fruitful valley, of no great breadth. but of 
vut length; formed by two parallel ridget, and ba"ing tbe great road leading through 
the centre of it, would make it an eli,ible pOll for an army, appointed to the defence 
of Asia Minor. This yaliey constituted the tract of Pbryria Paroritu. before-men
tioned. 

The low mountains that coyer the plain of Sakli to the north. are named. in tl\.a.t pa.rt 

X ubier: but whether thi, hai any ccmnQ:ion with C.,llrus. must be left to the judg_ 
ment of the Trader . 

• Here it may be proper to mention. that the name IllIltr;a hu been applied to di1Fe
re~t tracts of country. in different aaes : or rather, has been exttnded from the country 
oriiinally to .named, (whkb lay to the northward of the areat ridge of r ... ,.III, and 
CCInItituted a ~rt of Piridiol at large). to the country ofCilie/4 7l-«6eol, "hich lay 
(obliquely to the former) , to the lOuthwant of Tatlt1Is. The IUbject hal heea coafuled; 
and it may be Inspected. that Strabo himself did not dearly undentand it. He ~ 
to apply the name e.u:lutively to Cilieia n-,ebl'tl: but Pliny inett_ -~; in ·hit' de. 
scription. 
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the waters are all pent UP. by a ridge, which is the second 
from the main ridge of Taurus; Isauria lying between.· 

A third valley, more extensive than either of the former, 
included the country of Lyeaonia (now Kuniyah): more 
resembling Parorias Phrygia than [sauria: being composed 
generally of large plains, subject to inundations; although a 
part of its waters escape nor~hward. and form the western 
branch of the Halys. The ridge which shuts up Lyeaoniato the 
north, is, in effeC't, a continuation of Anti-Taurus, westward: 
although Strabo limits that ridge to Catao.ia.t On the SW. 
and SE., Lycaonia borders on Pisidia and on Cilicia. 

A fourth valley ( still going eastward) is that of Tyana, bor
dering on the Cilician Taurus; and containing the famous pass 
denomjnated occasionally from Tyana; but more commonly 
named the Pass if Cili,;", from the circumstance of the great 
military road leading through it, into Cilicia. 

These are the vallies, which form the series, through which 
the route oreyrus lay: and immediately on the east of Tyana, 
but beyond the line of his route, commences the very famous, 
rich, and extensive valley of Cataonia; anciently celebrated 
for its containing the Temple of Comana of Cappacwcia; whose 
site is now recognised in Bastan. 

The~ is how~er. no doubt. but that in latter times. the name w:u appropriated to 
Ci!ieill Traehea.: for AmmianUi Marcellinus describeli 1,auria as a MariUm~ country. 
abso1u~ly. And it may be conceived. that at that time, tne originaillallria bad merged 
into the laraer country of Pi,idia: and wu DO lonp known as a part of 1'IIuria . 

• ThClC parallel ridan. which thWi confine the tract of Pb"lill Paroriu (the mo
dun ..tley of Akshahr) are rnpeeti:,'ely named SuIta1l Dllg and EJrtir Dllg: Sulla" 
Dag hein, to "the IOllth. tbe otbel' to the north. Kesbtir·dq just mentiooed. is. 
portion of Emir.lUg. 

t The Il\OUDtaiDs which ~er L,'llmiJ on the north. are called by the Turks Food.' 

8 .... 
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Cyrus may be supposed to have entered the first of this 
series of vallies, near the present Karahissar (Aufium); and 
to have quitted the last, at the pass of T.vana or Cilfcia: 

From Caystros, where we left Cyrils, he came in two'mllrches, 
rated at 10 parasangas, to Thymbrium, a populous tOWnj* which 
was situated at a like distance, short of Tyn'teum; before spoken 
of. Thymbrium ought therefore, to be at, or near the Kara~ 
tap<! of M . Niebuhr's map: nearly midway between Akshaher 
and Alguid (or Arkid) Khan of the same map: 8 miles short 
of I1goun, the supposed site of Philomeiium.t The route was 
still through the valley uf Paronas Phrygia : hut wliich appears 
to terminate there; being separated from Lycaonia, by a hilly 
tract; on the edge of which, stood the town of Laodicea Com
busta now' named Jorgan-Ladik. 

It was in the pJain of l)dteum that Cyrus reviewed his 
whole army. in order to gratify the queen of Cilicia; who had 
joined him at Caystru ... ! 

The three marches between Tyn'ceum and [conium, have 
already been spoken of. 

• This place was rnistake~ by M. D'Anville, for another of much the ~ame name, 
wbert' Cyrus the Great overcame Ct~sus (CY'OP, lib. vit) But that field was evidently, 
by whit followed. very near to Sardis: and is to be looked for, in the great plain. which 
opens to the e:utward of Sardis. ~tween Mount TmolJu. and the river HenlUts: and 
which appears to be the C;yr*, Caml~$ of Strabo, page '%9, Many TwmwJi are now 
seen there: the modern name of the plain is from Darhu! men in, RtlJtll. 

t The river Ilgoun i. Ilamed Btl/illm, or Pili/am, at this time: 
t The Gt«~. were be,re drawn up ftnlr dell; whether it W1\S the practice of that 

time. or to make the greatest display of the forte; for in the Macedonian ~baltl1l.Z.}itIt 
rank.. presented their pikes to the fi'ont. according to Polyblus. 
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CHAPTER III. 

FROM ICONIUM TO MYRlANDRUS; SITUATED AT THE GULF OF 
ISSUS. 

ROl"TE of Cyrus, through Lycaonia towards Tyana, near the 
northern Joot oj the Cilician Taurus-The geograplUcal position 
of Tyana. discussed-Passes of Taurus and Amanus, discn'
minated-Pass of Cilicia-gates of Syria, and Cilicia; or the 
Maritime pass-the two passes ry'Amanus-Gcllera! Remarh 

-Cyrus, by a wide circuit,gains the Pass !if Cilicia, at Tyana; 
whibt Menon goes by a more direct, but dlJficult Rout~-De
scription oj tlli! Pass oj Cilicia, ~ Xenuphon, and ~ Quintus 
Curti us- Transactions at Tyana or Dana-Plain if Cyrus
Cyrus descends through Cilicia Campestris. to Tarsus-Cha
racteristic description oj tiuJt Country, try Xenophon-Cyrus 
detained 20 days at Tarsus, through the unwillingness oj the 
Auxiliaries, to proceed against the Great King-their scruples 
removed, by Q.n Increase of Pay-M~rc.h to Issus; with a com
parison of the distance marched, with the Roman Itinerants, 
and with the modem Reports-Issl1s-Last reinJorcement oj 
Gx:ecian Auxiliaries, arrives at Issus-Description'of the Pass 
called the Gates afSyria and Cilicia; ~ Xenophon-His de
scription Iliffm totally Jrom tiuJt by Arrian; as rtlating to a 
iliff",nt Site: but both are perJectly clear 0JU1 intelligible.-

F. 
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Tat",ded mO<k <if attack, of tlr. Pass by Cyrus; but rendered un
n<cmary, by the retreat <if the Enemy-Port and City <if Myri
andrus; a Phoenician E,tahli,hment-it, Port now jilled up by 
Alluvion,; and the site far inland-Cyrusjinally leaves the Se~ 
Coast ~ and advances into Syria. 

F noM [conium (at which pla~ Cyrus made a halt of S days) 
hi. route led through the valley and country of Lycaonia, dur
ing five days march; which are givr-n collectively, at go para
sangas. This distance would bring him to a point nearly 
opposite to the site of the present Ere"li: from whence the 
modem roads (and no doubt, the ancient ones, also) branch 
off to Tarsus ClltCP-ITOUSLY by Tyana, on the NE.; and to 
Tarsus DIRECT, by the SE. It being the object of Cyrus, to 
gain the pass of Cilicia, by the former route, he would of 
course, leave the site of Erekli some miles to the southward; 
to preVent a needless detour.· That place stands at a few 
miles from the northern foot of the principal ridge of Mount 
Taurus; and at the eastern extremity of the valley of Lycaonia; 
for Xenophon remar,ks, that the end of the five marches from 
Iconium, LycQ()nia terminated, and Cappa&,cia began. And here 
he entered the valley of Tyana.t 

In order to explain the advantages arising from the use of 
the route by TYll1la to TilTSUS, although nearly twice a. long 

• See the w.p. No. lI. 
t It i. not .:'10"0 what tbe aadmt DaIIIe ofBrekli .... J but it .. ., probably OM of 

the mlPY plat:H of the Dune of IUr.d... Muy. lncludiDg the .athor hkDlOIf, bin 
tlktn it for A,.,btl,ri, CDlDtri.; btu that placo notOldy atood much MatG' to ~ •• but 
wu situated ill C.HdHM: wlUl. the .iee of Eft&li wn in the tract aaciently ·named 
L.JCm,., DoW Kuru,u. 
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'3:5 the other; it must be understood, that the ridge of Taurus, 
opposite to the town of Tyana. is contracted into a narrow 
space, or neck; affording a short passage from the plain of 
Tyana, into the vales of Cilicia. But the direct route crosses 
a very wide mountainous belt; so as to detain ordinary tra
vellers fl5 hours within it: and in certain places, presents 
obstacles to the progress of an army.* Cyrus. therefore, wisely 
determined to pursue the former route j but sent the Cilician 
queen, by the other, under the escort of Menon, the Thessa
lian. Cyrus himself, at the head of the grand army, reached 
Tyana in 4 marches from the station ( opposite to Erekli) where 
Menon separated. These marches are given at .25 parasangas: 
and with the go from !conium, make up an aggregate of about 
15!1 British miles: giving nearly 17 for e:tch of the nine 
marche.. (See again the Map, No. II.) 

Accordingly, these 9 marches are beyond the ordinary length, 
for so large a body of men : nor is there any mention made 
of any intervening halts. It is true. that the two intervals of 
S, and 4 days, are well proportioned to the respective distances: 
but then, they are equal to 6 marches for the first; 5 for the 

• 
latter. I.t may have been, however, that they were lengthened 
in order to accomplish some plan of co-operation, with the 
fleet and detachment, expected at Tarsus; concerning which 
more will be said, in the sequel :t 

.• The principal Rom ... road from Asia Minot to 5yrit and Bgypt. led through the 
pus of T,.u: and most probably. the great military road had .... ,)'1 tro5tcd Tauru. 

at rhd point; for the reuolu just stated. 
t TM rot"phical porition of 7)81141 depend. on 10 mllly lines of distance, and 

amsmlt&ntCS. and tbose so much implicated. that the inmuption took up sem-a1 
,paan, lD the NfmOit R.pectillg the .(lmln ro&da in Asia Miaor, wbi'b will hcreIfter 



PaJ,~e$ of CILlCIA il1ld SYRIA. 

From the circumstance of there being several passes leading 
into Czliciil, from the quarters of CJz#odocio and Syria, much, 
confusion has arisen, as well in ancient, as in modern times; 
{rom the want of their being more dearly discriminated. It 
will therefore be necessary to give the reader a general idea 
of their situatkm and description, in order that those made use 
of by Cyrus and Xenophol1, (as well as by Alexander), may 
be distinctly understood, 

These passes are in number FOUR.· 

The FIRST is properly the CILfCIAN pass; leading over 
Mount Taurus, from the province of Tyana in Cappadocia, into 
CfLlCIA. Thrgugh this pass, Cyrus, Alexander, and Cicero 
{in ' his war with tb.e Amanenses) entered Cilicia l in their way 
towards Syria. Through this pass also, the Roman road led: 
it being, as we have stated, the great military road, not only in 
the time of the Romans, but apparently, in that of the ancient 
PersiaPl empire, also. And although there may be a difference 

accompany the work. intendld to iU~trate the geography of that celebrated P<:lIlnsUla. 

The documents for the JWsirion of Tyana arC', almost exciusjvr]y, ancient. 

In a general point of view1it is determined in parallel, by its distance of 7S MP. 

io the JeruJllem Itinerary from Tanu" northwud; 'md in eastmg, by the distn1ce of 

19 M'. from BaT.tba, in the Tbcodoslan. Table.: taken for tbe BOIIT. wbich arue. in 

the road from .~~~ to Kislriah: and which accords with 55 parasanga. of Xenophon, 

from lctmflim. Again. it receives a ched from the side of Kis.ariab, by its distance 

from Anabil. colliidered as the A1IrUbllil of the Itineraries. This 1amr place was 

16 MP. froD1 Tya1Ul. towards AN,ra (Anguri); and Anabi! is I] bours from Kisa. 

liah:. through Develi-¥.ara.-Wsur i which is iuelf 7 from. ~rial\. There i, n" QOJS 

line.pf di.t.&D.c~ from the cutw.a~ to :r,~ .. 
The author is indebted to M. Nlebuhr for the inbmarioQ Rlpeetinr ..-i,; 

trithtW whith, it wO)I)4 U'F6.betA icapoKibJe q;,,'bIJlll! t"ot,ned thI .lbct¥e OOIDbjg,t" of 
poeiboas. 

• See the 4etJUed plan of the Gu.lf ofl11lU, an4 it5 envlron,., ill ~. No. It 
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of opinion, concerning the exact position of this pass, there can 
be no danger of confounding it, with any of the others. 

The SECOND is that, formed by the near approach of the 
foot of mount Amanus to the Sinus Issicus: and h has therefore 
this characteristic distinction, that it is a maritime pass; whereas, 
all the others are situated inland. As it forms a prominent 
feature in the warfare both of Cyrus and of Alexander, it is con. 
sequently spoken of by their respective historians, Xenophon 
and Arrian: but it is proper to apprize the reader, that their 
descriptions refer to distmct sites; although very near to each 
other: that of Xenophon being in a narrow plain, contiguous 
to the -sea; and that of Arrian, at the ascent of the hills that 
shut up the same plain, at a short distance towards the south: 
and also as near the sea, as. such a situation would admit.-

To this pass, different names have been applied; and diffe
rent positions assigned, Arrian, in one place, names it the 
Persian Gates; and in another, the strait that divides Cilicia 
from Assyria,t Xenophon says, the gates <if Cilicia and Syria; 

because, in his time, the narrow plain by the sea, (which then 
constituted the pass) was shut up, with, a double wall and 
gates: one looking towards Cilicia; the other towards Syria. 

Strabo does not seem to have been aware of the existence 
of any such pass, or passes. Neither of them, perhaps, ap
peared to hil;n, at that day, to possess the character of a pass; 
which is undoubtedly that, of partaking of the nature of a <kfiIe. 
For •• he lived at about 400 years after Xenophon, the plain 
in which the lower pass was situated, might in that course of 
time, have been widened by accretion (since it is now become, 

• See qain the .me: plUto . 
t That ii, -"i.nt-Iqze. dfwbieh S:Jf'ill mac1c a part. 
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by that proce." a wide plain) '0 as to have lost all resem
blance to the description in Xenophon; and that, without 
exciting in the mimi of Strabo, any idea of so great a change. 
And the upper pass was only such, as rar as regarded the 
straitening of the front of the assailant, who might attack it. 

But one is surprised to think how any reader of military his ... 
tory, (and such Strabo must surely have been), could possibly 
reconcile the history of the warfare of Alexander and Darius, 
in this p1ace; any more than the movements of Cyrus; with
out conceiving the existence of a maritime pass, between Isms 
and Myriandrus. For, in the one case, ships were to be em
ployed in the attack of the pass: in the oth~, a boat wassent 
from Myriandrus .mg shore to reconnoitre the Persians at Issus; 
the pass lying between! 

Nor would it appear that Strabo had a dear idea of the 
ground, around the (,;ulph of [ssu,: because his description i • 

• so very general, when it was required to be particular. But 
col}oorning the lower or inland pass of Amanus; he seems to 

• 
have been very wen informed.· 

To prevent confusion between the pass at the sea sitk, which 
is the subject of the present article; and those which lead over, 
or through, mount Amanus, it may be convenient to name this, 
the MARITIME pass. t 

• Strabo. pale 676. 
t Ptolemy describe. two 1*16. One of these is on the .bore of the gulf of III •• 

and at the plac:e. where Mount A/II4It_, ~ on that .hore. It occ:upie!. in effect. the 

place of the mlD'W", pu •• in resped of 1,..,,; but he aamee it the Gld" of Am.,..". 
Oat lIIay Jurely IUppose that bto lntetldetl the .tna:ritiD'Je put. 

The aaber 'paul. inland; and occupie1 the place ofStrabo', C.,., of A.tAftIU (mil' 
I~ phi;) but it i. named. by Ptolemy. the S,ri.,. G.u,. AA4 iarJecd the PIaIe, 
taken ahtolutdy, iI a Tery proper oae: Ilnce it it the ·cutnaco _tID ITria. throualt. 
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The THIRD pass is that named by Strabo the Amanides PyltE, 
or If Gates of Amanus:" and is the pass, by which the ordinary 
road from the sea coast of the gulf of Issus, leads into 
the inland parts of Syria, through the mountains behind 
Alexandretta. It is situated at the southern termination of the 
chain of Amanus; and serves to connect it with that of Pima, 
by a narrow neck, which itself constitutes the pass. This is 
named in modern times from the village of Bylan; and 
answers to the Pirtanus of the Jerusalem Itinerary. 9 M. P. 
inland from Aiexandna. (See '5.in the gulf of Issus in No. II.) 

This pass is in effect the LOWER, or southern pass of Ama .. 

nus. Strabo, it ~as been said, was well informed, respecting 
it, For in page 676, he says. after mentioning JEgtZtl, H then 
" come the Amanides Pyla, or Gates of Ama~us, having a place 
" fit for a harbour. At these gates, M. Amanus terminates:· 
" a mountain branching from Taurus .. and overhanging the 
.. eastern frontier of Cilicia, "t 

Also in p~ge 751, he says, u contiguous to Gindarus, there 
" is, in the territory of Antioch, a place called PagrtZ, stroflgly 
H fortified, and situate upon"the ascent of mount Amanus, lead
" ing from the gates of Ama1Zus into Syna."t 

Here then, is the same pass, described from the opposite 
quarters. First from the side of the gulf of [S.fUS, where it 

Amanwt. But no other person seems to have applied the name of AmaNw, 10 the PIiS 

on the shore or the Gulf of l Ulu; although it be formed by the ncar approach of 
"'mll'Ju" to the shore: for the pa5~s of Aman"s were more properly those which led 

across it • 
• In page 751, 5trabo sa)'s, .. Ncar the sea is the city St/~ucja, and Pltrill, a moun

tain e01diguoul to Amallw,:' 50 that Pier-ill is included between the pan of AmANU' 

L"ld Seleucia. This fact also servn to she'll' that Strabo's gates of .lm4"." answer to 

the pus of Bylan, 
t These p35s;1gtJ wen ulUIslated by Dr. Gillies. 

G 
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is said, there is a place proper for a port: and which one natu
rally rerers to the recess of the gulf, towards Myriandrus; 
which recess, before the filling up of the bay, by alluvion., 
may be supposed to have approached the foot of the ascent, 
leading up to the pass. And secondly, it is given with more 
detail, from the plain of Antioch; above which plain, Pagra, 
or Pagris is recognised in Begras, a fort on the ascent of 
Amanus; and at the opening towards the plain, of the Gap 
which contains the pass in question: and which forms the 
separation between Amanus and Pima. 

The }-uURTH. and last pa.ss to be considered, here, is the 
upptr or northern pass of Amanus. This leads partly over, 
and partly through the chain of Amanus, a little to the south
ward of Issus; and apparently. opens into the vaIley, through 
which the river Pinarus descends. This, and the foregoing 
pass, should be the two passes through Amanus, mentioned 
by Ocero: and the upper one is that, by which Darius came 
to Isms, whilst Alexander lay behind him, at Myriandrus. It 
appears to have been unknown to Strabo; although no clear 
conception of the movements of Alexander and Darius, could 

• 
take place, witho'.!t supposing the existence of such a pass; 
as well as a maritime pass.· 

• The author possesses no means of fixing the pr,dse situation of this pass: but ill 

point of parallel. it must lie between the maritime strait and lUI,;'; because Darius. 
who puled through it in his way from S,ria. to lssus. avoided the maritime pass. 
and came into Cilicia. near lUtt6; and also appear. to have fled through it. by w., 
of the vaUey that opened into the field of battle. And moreover because Cicero. when 

he took a position for covering Cilicia {rom the threatened attack of the Parthian •• 
from Syria. through both of the palm of 4ffU1ff1lS. formed his camp II liIJl, to tbe 
ftortbtJuud of haus. 

Dr. Patrick Rusadl had occui.on to know, penonally, that there wu. direct COIIl-
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Cyrus's route led him through thejirst three of these passes; 

although the last of the three, the lower pass of Arnatt!!!, is not 
spoken of. by X enophon. One can only account for this 
silence, by their having met with no opposition there: the 
enemy having fled, from the maritime pass, towards the 
Euphrates; and abandoned all idea of m<lking a stand, short 
of Babylonia. * 

In crder to prevent any doubt in the mind of the reader, 
on occasion of certain vague al1d inaccurate ideas, which occur 

in some of the books of modern Travels, respecting the pass 
of Cilicia; i~ will be proper, in this place. to contrast the an
cient descriptions of the real pass, wIth the modem descrip
tions, of the assumed one. 

The modern road between Constantinople and Syria, as 

well for the Turkish armies, as for ordinary travellers, crosses 
M. Tauros (called in that place, Ramadan Oglu) by the route, 
by which Cyrus sent Menon, with the Cilician queen'; (see 

above, page 37); and which mountain is tlIcrc of such a 
breadth, as to require 25 hours for ordinary travellers to 
cross it. Several difficuh place!;, also, occur by the way: but 

the pass itself is situated at the final de.l'ct'1l1 into Cilicia; and 

munication brtween K illis and AyasJt, by a n~rrow and difficult p~s\age, through 

Amanm: alld Dr. Pocock sap, "on the soutb side of Bayas, there i. ~ mount~in 

.. torrent, which"comes from the opening, by wbicb fb,rr is all aSH"! It! the gales of 

.. Amallus." Here it is proper to remark, thlt Dr. Pocock took Baya! for Iuus ; and 

its river for the PlIIanu. Alld indeed both of these accounts apply generall, to the 

position, in which the pass, through which Darius came, and also retired, would natu· 

rally be looked for • 
.. Nor does Atrian mention this pass: but then his hislOry does not profess to Give 

any details, hetwccn ISlus and Tyrl. 
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within 24 or 25 Roman miles of Tarsus. It is named Gluttk; 
from the name of a ruined castle, or tower, situated above 
the pass. 

Now the Cilician Pass of Cyrus and of Alexander. was 
situated in the direct road from Cl1!sarea Mozaea, \\-'hich lay 

due north from Tarsus: whil st, on the contrary I Geulek lies 
ill the way from [conium and ~rekli. which are to the WNW. 
of Tarslis. But the grand points of discrimination are, the 
different aspects of the ascents; and the great diversity in the 

distances of the two passes, from Tarsus: for those who 
com(> from die side of Cuppadocia (that is, from Ccesarea and 

Tyana) ASCJ:.ND the NORTHERN face of Taurus, by the CILICIAN 

pass, near Tyana, about 75 Roman miles to the northward 
of Tarsus; whilst, on the contrary, those who come from the 

side of !conium, and Erekli, DHCEND the SOUTHERN face of 
Taurus, by the pass of GEVLEIC; at about 25 such miles only, 
from Tarsus. One moce point of contrast, is, that after as

cending by the Cilician pass, the ridge of Taurus is narrow, 
afiording a short passage into the vallies of CHi cia: but pre

vious to the descent at Geulek, the road leads through a 
mountainous belt; which requires 25 hours to cross, A 

wider difference in the description of the two passes can 

hardly be imagined. 

The pass of Cilicia, to which we have now broqght Cyrus, 
is situated at the distance of a few miles to the southward of 

the city of Tyana; from which the pass itself is often deno
minated. it is thus described by Xenophon: (Lib. I. c. 8.) 

". The entrance was just broad enough for a chariot to 
pass; very steep, and inaccessible to an army, if there had 
been any opposition." Curtius (lib. III. 40.) caUs it a narrow 
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strait: and says that it is naturally so strong, as if fortified 
by the hand of man. He ,ays also, that Alexander was sen .. 
sible of his good fortul1e, in finding the pass abandoned by 
the enemy. before his approach: since his army might have 
been demolished by stones rolled down from the mountain. 
And that the road was so narrow. that four men could hardly 
pass, abreasti and the mountain hanging over it. Nor was 
it difficult only, on the score of its straitness. but also from 
being furrowed and broken, by the torrents that occasionally 
ran from the mOUrHail1. - Arrian does not descn'lJe the pass : 
nor does Strabo. Cicero. also. i5 silent; although it must be 
clearly understood, that he entered Cilicia by this pass, from 
the quarter of Cybi.!lra.t 

Cyrus, on his arrival at the city uf Tyana ,! found the pass 

• It !TIay be truly r~matked , thlt the description of th~ pass of GeM/d, itself, is 

excredingly like that of Cifidd j being a deep and narrow raville, which hu il rapid 

descent from the brow of the mountain. (See Mr. Baldwin '5 Journal, in Col. Capper" 
Book). BUI il must be considt'red, that both of them, (as well as many olhers, e1 se~ 

wbere) , owe their origin to tOrrent li whicb ducend from the mountain; and have, in 

the course of agC'S, worn decp rayilleS, witb sides too Slecp to he scaled. The charac

terislic diffuence between the two panes, ari5es from th,dr different a,pects; one 

facing the lIortb, the other, the IOlltb. 

t In Ihe History of the Expedition of Cyru" in Diodorus Siculus (Lib, XIV. c. 5·1 
there are the dncriprions of two paues: the liut illte"ded for the Cilician pus; the 

olher (Of the Maritime p3Sf. The lint description confounds the Cilician pass, 

.. tbe lIarrouo dtfite formed by bigb i"accessible mOllnta;"s," with the" .,aJJs a"d 

.. gilt,," of the Maritime pass. And the second confounds the Maritime pass, Ibat 

is, one " bafJ;"gTJOaiJs alld gatti, Illld bei"g near {be Sea," with the illiand and lower 

pass of Ama,uls "formed b, {be mretilfzojlUlo 1IIoJt1l/«1",," the one ofwhic.h is said 
to be .. a contillulltion of At. LiblllfllJ: i. e., Pieria, 

1 Called by Xenophon, (or more probably corruptrd, by copyists,) Dau. It .... 

ori&inally named Tboll"a, fro;fl a kina of the Tauri. :u we leam from Arrim in bis 

Periplus of ,he Eunue Sea. T he 9 bad prollab" been conyened Into a A. 
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in the power of the king of Cilicia, who had possessed him
self of the eminences above it. He therefore encamped in the 
plain before it, since denominated from him, the Plain of 
Cyrus.· But on the arrival of inte1ligencc that Menon had 
already penetrated within the mountains; and that the fleet 
of Cyrus was on the way from Ionia, with a body of Greek 
auxiliaries on board, the pass was abandoned, and" he marched 
UP the mountain, without opposition."t As 8 days had elapsed 
since the time of Menon's separation, to Cyrus's taking pos
session of the pass (he having halted 3 days at Tyana, and 
one in the plain, at the foot of the pass), the king might 
easily have learnt the news of Menon's arrival at Tarsus. 
For 5 days brought him within the mountains; and less than 
• more, would convey the intelligence of it to the king. 

Passing Mount Taurus} Cyrus descended into the beautiful 
province of Cilicia Campestris. It is implied that the breadth 
of the mountain was not great; for it appears that he soon 
descended, after gaining the summit of the pass. 

Xenophon say~ . that after Cyrus left the mountains, he ad .. 
vanced through the plain, and having made 25 parasangas in 
four days march, arrived at Tarsus. But the Jerusalem Iti
nerary allows no more than 7:; Roman miles between Tyana 
and Tarsus. Probably therefore, the.s parasangas describe the 

• Arrian (Lib. n.) rigbtIy~ it may be conceiml, SUppoK', that "this plain waG,.fint 
denominated from the younger Cynll: but Curtiul (Lib. III). says it was _from.. 
Cyrus the ,!"Cat, when he marched against Croesus. A plain denominated from tbe 
latter was situated on the east of Sardis and M. TmoJ",. Then: is a ponibillty bow-

1Iftt", of Curtius', being right! but he an. ..:eecUngl1 rapcc:tiDg Lp7uuru and 
TbdJ6, in the same chapter. 

1" The lfOrd. of Xenopbotl~ Librt • .:: .. 
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distance from Tyana; and the 4 marches, that from the brow 
of the mountain, towards Cilicia. 

His description of this country appears to be no less beau .. 
tiful, than just. From the mountains (Taurus), U Cyrus de
H scended into a large and beautiful plain , well watered, and 
H full of aU sorts of trees and vines: it abounds in grain of 
" vatious kinds; and is surrounded with a strong and high 
" ridge of hills, from sea to sea." (Lib. I. c. 8.) 

Tarsus he describes as a great and rich city, in which stood 
the palaceofthe king(Syennesis ) : the Cydnus flowing through 
the middle of the city. Menon had arrived 5 days before 
Cyrus : which is accounted for, above, in the disposition of 
the time. (See again No. II.) 

It has been remarked (in page 37.) that the marches be
tween !conium and Tyana were very long: but that, if the 
numbers be truly reported, a reason might possibly be as
signed for the expedition: which is, that as the pass was to 
be cleared, by the joint exertions of Cyrus, of Menon, and of 
the detachment on board the Fleet, ( although operating in 
different places,) it was of importance that Cyrus should be 
at his station. as early as possible. 

At Tarsus, Cyrus staid no less than!lo days. This great 
delay seems to have been occasioned, chiefly, by the unwil
lingness of his Grecian auxiliaries, to proceed, on sodangcroul 
a service, 3$ the attempt to dethrone the reigning king of Per
sia! for the secret of the expedition could no longer be con
cealed. But they werE' at length prevailed on, by an increase 
of pay:- and an assurance that Cyrus only nteant to march 

• Their p'y had been originally a Dar;c pC'r month; and it.1II now jncrea.ed 10 

a Dane and a half. A Darie is reckoned to h .... e brcn about 13 .billinl" or strictiy 
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against Abrocomas. one of the Persian generals. whom he 
represE'nted to be at the head of an army, at the EuphrJ.tes, 
J5I marches from Tarsus.-

From Tarsus, Cyrus pursued his march eastward, through 
Cilicia; passing successively the rivers Sarlls and Pyramus 
(the Seihan and Jeihan, of the present times). Two marche~, 
of 5 parasangas each, brought him to the Sarus;t and a 
3d of the same length, to "the Pyramus. Over this ground 
and onwards to Myriandrus, his route has been compared. in 
detail, with the Roman Itineraries; and with the reports of 
modem travellers: and the agreement is found , 011 the whole. 
to be very close; the parasanga being equal to S Roman 
miles, reckoning 75 of these to a degree. (See the opposite 
Table.) 

From the Pyramus he came in two marches to Issus (c. 17) 
said to be " the last town of Cilicia. situated near the sea; 
" a. large city. rich, and well~inhabited." This place is with 
the greatest reason supposed to have stood on the site of 
the present village of Oseler, found in M. Niebuhr's map of 
the Gulph of Scanderoone, and its environs; in the second 
volume of his Travels in Persia, &c. 

But the two marches are given at fifteen parasangas; which, 
if correct, would give about ~ 1 B. miles for each march. 
The ground between the present town of Messis on the 

I %,9%' The aU""'ance. of a British upoy. in the field. are about equal to tili. in~ 
creased pay • 

• This number :ppean to be altogether ... gue ; as no part of the Buphruet. in 
the line of Cyrus'. march. was leu than ,6 or J 7 marches from Tarin,. But he pur. 
posel, under-rated the disbnce. of course. 

t The n&me is Pllanu in the Anabuu; DO doubt &Il error. 
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Jerusalem Itinerary. 

1-----
Tarsus to Adana 

Adana to M opsuhestia 

'MOPiUhestia to Catabolo 

ICatabolo to Bai~ 

Bai;~ to Alexandria 

Romal:l~ Brili$h 'I Equil 10' p EqWlI to 

r. 
milel, Modern AUlhoriues. miles Roman Xenophon. ans. Roman 

f75to l 69t10 10 miles. '15 101 miles. 

'Tarsus to Ad:!na 011 the 1 
Stihan R. J 

Adana to Messis on the} 
'7 

" 
J ' 

'7 

,6 

,6 " Tarsus to the Saru5 ' 0 

Jeihan R. 
Menis to Dcmirkapi a6 %8} - _ 

fD , K.toOSeler,takCIl} ' J 1+ Pyramus to hSllS 
(or rs~u s -

O sder 10 lIayas - 6f 71 }1 - -
{ 

Dolyas 10 the MaherSY } I 
River, at the IiUp_ 7* 71 fmls to the Syrian strait 
posed Syrian strait ~ 

191 Sarus to the Pyramus 5 "I 

'5 

5 

Mahersy to Alexandria. 7, 1 Alenndria; usumrd -

JO 

'5 

.. 
'5 

, 1~IO:i From Syrian strait to}~O! 
IRoman mile. 109 j lill - - - -.!...!1-. 

N .R. The modern dhtantn ate from a mean of :; rliffcffnt reports: and the jf.r\ln,\em ltiMnry agre« witb the Antoninc and 
Theod. Table. , '01.5 far IS the latter go. 

::t: 
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38 B. miles, or 19 for each march: but the difference may 
probably be accounted for, in that Xenophon reckons from 
the n'ver. which might have been crossed at a point farther 
distant from hsus, than Messis is from Oseler; so that the 
difference between the 88 ( or g8i) and 4i British miJes, which 
answer nearly to the 15 parasangas, may be chiefly occa
sioned by the above circumsta~ce: for it is certain that the 
whole distance from Tarsus to Oseler, agrees very nearly.-

The disproportionate length of these two marches, to the 
preceding and succeeding ones, of 14 miles each, may proba
bly be 3l:courJtcd for, in thnt Cyrus wished to arrive at Is.~us 
before the expected reinforcement of Greeks, by sea, under 
Cheirisophus: and perhaps also to be nearer at hand for the 
attack of the Syrian pass (or strait); where he expected to 
meet with resistance. It appears that he intended to make use 
of the ships, if necessary, in the attack of the fortress at the 
pass, situated 0 11 the shore of the Gulph of lSSllS ; although in 
the sequel the enemy retired, and left it open to him. 

At Iss'us) accordingly, Cyrus received a reinforcement of 
700 heavy-armed qreeks, under Cheirisophus; sent from 
Ephesus amI Pelopunm:yus; a:s al1;o his expected supplies. And 

here also 400 other heavy-armed Greeks came to him, having 
left the service of Abrocomas. His fleet now consisted of 60' 

ships·t 
The pass called the Gates of Cilicia and Syria, and known 

• It is conceived that no interval of distance. on this whole route. is better known 
than that between Tarsus and 4.leza1tdria; as well from moc1ttn accounts as from the 
.ncient Itineraries; a spec.imen of-;"hich has been just g iven. 

t [n aU tbe space between Tllffll.f and MJflQlIdflls. Xenophon mentions no town save 

lu",: and in other plac«~ ill wen ill thu. he preten the mention of the rivers to the 
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also by the names of the Syrian Strait and .lllaritime Pas$, from 
its being formed by tl)e near approach of M, Amanus to the 
sea, (see above page S9) was situated at the distance of one 
ordinary march, or 5 parasallgas, southward from ! S5US ; and 
at a like distance from Myn'alldrus, northwards, .md w~s itself 
at that day reckoned the common boundary of CiIicia and 
Syria. 

Xenophon thus describes it: (lib. l. 18) " The Gates of 
H Cilicia and s..1'ria were two fortresses; of which the inner, 
<t next CiHcia, was possessed by Syennesis, with a guard of 
" Cilicians; and the outer, next to Syria, was said to be de
H fended by the king's troops: between these two fortresses 
" runs a river called Kersus , 100 feet ill breadth. The interval 
" between them was three stadia, in the whole; through which 
" it was 110t J>os~ible to force a way; for the pass was l1ar
H row, the fortresses reaching down to the sea, and above 
H . were inaccessible ro~ks. In both these fortresses stoQ{) the 

" Gate~." 

The space between the twofortified lines, facing the 'opposite 
quarters, (for such they must be considered) being no more 
than th ree stadia, or little more than 500 yards, in length, 
~Ilong the coast, and yet large enough to contain a considerable 
force , proves that there must have been a considerable space 
between the rocky face of the mountains and the sea; and 
that nothing like a d~file. or very narrow space, was intended, 
For when Xenophon says, that the pass was narrow, he could 
only mean in reference to a front formed for an attack; since 

towns that stood near them . Of the two. theriycrs (where the line of march is known) 

as being perm.anent objects. appear to be the best choice, of a si"r1, object; but the 
mention of b!1tb would hne been more for the benefit of Geography. 
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there was width enough for a fortress; and that fortress large 
enough to contain a considerable force. 

The strait described by Xcnophon. was therefore formed 
apparently, by a narrow border of low land, at the foot of high 
steep c1iffs; and having a small river running through it to 
the sea. In a corresponding position, in respect of Oseler, 
(which was no doubt the site of [ssus) a like river, named at 
present Mahtrsy, and issuing from a cleft in the high land; * 
flows through a tract of very low swampy land, t of a mile 

in breadth, between the hil1s and the sea; and which has every 
appearance of having been formed from alluvions, produced 
by the joint operation of the river and the sea. And it may 
reasonably be concluded that the site of the fortresses in the 
time- of Xenopbon, owed its formation to the same cause: and 

which has been progressively adding other new land, in the 
sea, until the ground of the strait has been extended into an 
ample plain.t It may be added that a castle, named MerkeJ. 
stands on a commanding eminence over the river: and has 

either ct>mmunicated its name to the river. or derived its own 
from it. One may t:aiiIy perceive the connection between it 
and the Kcnus of Xenophon: and the h of Mahersy is pro

bably guttural. 
Taus the position of this pass seems to be clearly made out; 

• Dr. Pocock's Travels, Vol. II. Part lit. p. J76. 
t The like circumstances have taken place at Tbermop:;le. in Greece; where the 

land and sea aJluvions collectively. but chiefly the latter. have filled up a portion of the 
Malian Gulf. and formed a wide S!rillC (,f low land, contiguous to what Wo:Il the 11."0111 

",ait. One is SOfry for a change which has destroyed an imvoftanr feature of a scene 

so interesting in its history. and so c~assic.al in its nature: ho"ever. there are land

maru enou&h remaining, to ideatify the '«ae, with the de5cription of it in Herodotus. 
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although it has been overlooked hitherto, because it would ap

pear that people expected something in the nature of a defile 
or very narrow passage; but certainly nothing of that kind is 
intended by the ancient descriptions of the Syrian Strait, either 

by Xenophon or Arrian. The former. it has appeared, de
scribes it in a low situation; and the latter in an elevated one. 

refering to different positions, though very near each other. 
It may be proper in this place to add a word re'ipecting 

Arrian's description of the Strait, which Alp.xanrler passed 
through, about 70 years after Cyrus. His description is that 
of a narrow pas.mgt· over hills; evidently not a defile. but that 
kind of ground wLtich would compel an assailant to form a 
very straitened front for an attack. But tHe difterent sites al. 
luded to by the two Historians, can hardly be a mile from 

each other; the ground being particularly described by Dr. 
Pocock, Mr. Drummond, and others. For within that distance, 
southward from the river Mahersy, the swampy plain is shut 
up by a narrow tract of hills, which has on the one hand an 

abrupt descent to the sea; and on the other, the steep moun
tain of .A.manus, which leaves only a narrow space, in the 

nature of a shrlj, between its foot and the sea. And this must 
be conceived to be the pass intended by Arrian; for he de

scribes the advanced-guard of the army of Alexander, to have 
taken possession of the pass, on the evening before the battle 
of Issus: and who at day-break, .. began to descendfrom the 

hills; being confined to a very narrow front, by reason of the 

straitness of the ground." (Lib. II.) 
This Maritime pass (or rather these passes) could only have 

been situated between Bayas ( BaitE) and Scanderoone (site of 

Alexandria) ; because in that quarter the mountains approach 
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very- near to the shore of the Gulph of Issus: and that on the 
opposite (or north) side of Bayas, the mountain graduaUy 
recedes from the shore.· In point of distance also, the ac
cordance is very close. The river Mahersy, taken for the 
Kersus of Xcnophon, is about 7i British miles to the southward 
of Bayas; and this Jatteris 6! south ofOseIer, taken for /ssus. 
So that here is an aggregate of 14 British miles, ur as nearly 
as possible to 15 Roman; which (as is shown elsewhere) arc 
equal to five parasangas of Xenophon's scale; and this is the 
distance assigned to the pass from Issus. The hill pass of 
Anian may be about a mile farther to the south. 

Arrian takes no notice of any fortress, wall, or other artifi
cial impediment to Alexander's progress at the hill pass. But 
it would appear that at some time there has been a wall or 
fortress there: for the bases of two piers of a gateway are 
now s~n there.t These are vulgarly named Jonas's pillars. 

TAe mode in which Cyrus intended to attack the fortified 
pass in the plain, throws some light on the nature of the place. 
We have seen that it was formed of two parallel walls. at 500 

yards or more ass under ; and reaching down from the cliffs, 
or front of the mouiltains. to the sea; across a narrow slip of 
land, which although not designated as a plain, appears by 
circumstances to have been such; and also open to the sea. 
For it is said by Xenophon, that" Cyrus. in order to gain the 
" pass, sent for his ships, that, by landing his meh both within 

• Both the . Ancients and Moderns, seem to have regarded aU the narrow .pace be
ttveen the mountains of Am(UlIlI and the !e., II. If kind of strait: and indeed not impro
perly. where large armies were to act. 

t They hue betn describc:d by Mems. Pocock and Drummond, Dr. Patrick ilUh 

sell. and others. 
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H and without the gates, they might force their way through 
H the Syrian gate,. if defended by the enemy." (Lib. I. c. 18.) 
The pass however, was abandoned; but the plan of attack 
seems to show, that the shore must have been.ftiJt, or at least, 
not steep; in order to make such a plan feasible. For hills 
whose bases are beaten on by a wave, will be rendered steep 
by those bases being torn away by the surge, in rough wea
ther. Cyrus would not have directed his troops to climb up 
a steep ascent; and that ascent a lung one, (as may be ga
thered from the description in Arrian,) in the face of an enemy 
in great force. 

It may be added, that all the streams in this Gulf pass 
through plains (probably of their own creation,) before they 
gain the sea. 

Myriandrus was the next place of encampment of Cyrus, 5 
parasangas beyond the pass, and situated at the south-east cor
ner of the Sinu.~ IssicllS. According to Xenophon, (Lib. 1. 

c. 19.) it was " a Pha:lI ician city; a mart-tmvn ; and many 
" merchant ships lay ~t anchor before it."t 

• That is, of cou rse, tlte gate towardl Syria, or the soutloeromost. 

+ Herodotu$ also speaks of lIf::;riandrlls as being situated on a bayof the same name, 

which seems to imply that it was the place of the most consequcAce 011 the Gulf of 
luu:, at that day; as Issus at a later period. and as AYllsse and S,m,rkrootle have been 

5ucceuively, in modern times: each of which has, ill turn, given its name to the gulf. 

The common bo,indary of Cilicill and Syria is placed by Xcnophon at the maritime 

pass. five parasallgas to the louthward of /SSIIS; which leaves to Syria. (or rather to 

PblXICiria, as then divided) the southern wast and eastern angle of the Gulf of luu$ ; 

and 10 Cilicia the narrow tracr, on which the memorable acts of Akxande~ and Darius 

took place about 70 years afterwartls. To make the maner 5till dearer. Xenophon fa" 

tlut th t'y m:trehed 6vt parasangas tbrougb Syrill. to Myrian.tIruJ. 

But StrJ,bo, p. 676, :tnd 'IS I, assie.ns tile nlountah15 of .AmAIIU$ and its ptl$lJ for the 

common hounda!')' j which they might have b«n in his time. 
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At that time, the port of Mjriandrus, appears to have been 
much better sheltered than that of Issus; being. by its re
tired situation, much Jess exposed to the sea-winds; but now 
the bay and port are filled up by depositions. 

M)'riandrus. it has been said, stood at two marches to the 
southward of Issus : and both Xenophon and Arrian agree in 

this report. Moreover, the former states the distance, like
wise; which was 10 parasarJgas, equal to go Roman miles. 
Of these, the first 15 tprminating at the river Kersus or :Ma
hers),. leaves of course ] 5 more for Myriandrll.s. But the 

present S. E. angle of the Gulf of Scanderoone, is not quite 7 
such miles from tlic Mahel ~y! It cannot be supposed, from 
the plan of the ground, taken by Mr. Drummond,· that the 
Gulf could ever have C'xtcnded southward 8 Roman miles 
beyond the present S. E. angle; but 6 or more it certainly 
might. At the samc time being ignorant of the exact form of 
the gulf at that time, it cannot be known how much ground 
might have been lost in coasting that part of its shore. Yet 
it may fairly be concluded, that the distance is over-rated in 
some degree, 

Thus, in either cnse, the site of Myriandrus must be looked 
for at a great distance inland. The coast in that part forms a 
kind of deep bay, the recess of which is filled up with the 
sand and mud washed down by the land-floods and rivers, 
from the adjacent mountains of Amanus and Pieria,o and pro
bably aided by the alluvions, which the current from the 
south has deposited in the recess: so that the site of Myn'
andrus is -4 or 5 miles inland, 

• ,see the map in Mr.l)rummond'i Travels iD Syria. at page ;lOS. 
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Mr. Drummond says (Travels, p. 104), that this tract 
U cannot be approached by man or horse, until the summer 
.. has dried up the bogs." Mr. Volney, (vol. 0, p. 27,) says, 
that" the plain on which Alcxandretta is built, which is a 
" league in breadth, has bee~ formed by the earth brought 
" down by the torrents:" and that it is so low and flat, that 
the rivulets, finding no declivity, can never reach the sea; and 
therefore form morasses. And this process continually going 
on, the new land is extended: and that already formed is 
in some degree raised, as both processes necessarily go on 
together. 

Some ancient ruins were observed by Mr. Beawes (in 1745) 
near Jacob's Well, a spring situated at nearly 4:i- Roman miles 
to the south of Alexandretta, in Mr. Drummond's map; and 
at the termination of the morass inland. This appears to be 
a very probable situation for Myriandrus; as well in point of 
general distance from the maritime pass, as from the rfature 
of the place. And accordingly it may have stood 6 Roman 
miles (by the road) from the present S. E. angle of the Gulf, 
which being itself nearly 7 from the Mahersy river, '3 of the 
15 reported by Xenophon, are made out. Not that we should 
venture to decide absolutely, that any deficiency existed; 
since two such respectable authorities report the distance to 
be equal to the length of a march. Myriandrus may have 
stood more to the west than is here supposed, and the shore of 
the Gulf may have lengthened the road. It is hoped, however, 
that this general arrangement will satisfy the reader, that the 
bay has been filled up; and that the site of the place, which 
was a maritime port, is now far within the present shore. 

At this place Cyrus staid 7 days. As he was now to take 
I 
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his final leave of the sea coast, he would of course unload the 
stores and provisions, from on board his fleet. And from 
what Xcnophon says at the end of the first book; that, the 
European auxiliaries of Cyrus, received many indulgences and 
c.omforts that w~re of course denied to the bulk of the army; and 
which employed so great a number of carriages to transport 
the means of furnishing ; it may be supposed that those neces
saries formed a considerable part of the lading of the fleet. 
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CHAPTER IV, 

FROM MVRIANDRUS TO THE PVL£. AT THE ENTRANCE INTO 
BABYLONIA, 

Detail rf the March qf Cyrus through Syria. to Thapsacus
Apparent transpositi·')n of particulars, in the Anab<lsis-Thap
sacus, a ford, alld an important pass O'IJer the Euphrates: the 

Tiphsah of Scripture-River Chalus or Chalcis-Source ~f the 
Daradax recognised in the remarkable fountain oj Fav- Park 

and Palace oj Belesis-the Araxes oj X enoplwn , the Chaboras, 
or KhaboU/'-Sitc rfCircesium. or Carchamis-Dmrt rf Me
sopotamia-Distressing March of 18 days through it, tp the 

Py"". and Plains of Babylonia-D!f!iculty rf arranging the 
suite of positions between the Pylre and Sitace-M/Jde Ildopled

Digression explanatory of the nature andpositioflS of the Canals 
of Communicatioll between the Euphrates' QIld Tigris-SOUlt'fS 

of tlwse rivers in Armenia-Changes in the tower parts of their 
Courses-Euphrates nms on a lugher lcvel, and disrhargfs into 

the Tigris, by the Canals of Communication-Periodical 
Swellings, and comparative Bulk of the two Rive1:<;-the posi

tions of the Canals assist in tracing the route of Cyrus am:! 
Xenophon in Babyloni., 

FROM Myriandrus,· Cyrus is said to have made 1 i marches to 
Thapsacus, on the Euphrates; that is 4 to the river Chalus ~ 

In the U'count of the progren of Cyrus', army. nothing b ,aid re.pec:ting the tllIture 

12 



60 Progress through SYRIA. 

5 from thence to the source of the river Daradax; and finally, 
8 to Thapsacus. Here he crossed the Euphrates, at a ford, 
into Mesopotamia j and at 9 marches farther. according to the 
history, came to the river Araxes, which falls into the Eu
phrates: in all 21 marches from Myn'andrus. to the conflux 
of the .Araxe~· with the Euphrates. The distance in para
sangas, is given at 115; equa} to about 15~ B. miles for each 
march, taken at a mean. (Lib, I. c. 21, 23.) 

On the construction, the most direct line that can be drawn 
from Myriandrus, through the supposed fountain of Daradax. 
and thence to the Euphrates, and :llong it, in the course that 
an army may be supposed to march, is 220 G. miles; falling 
short of!u mean marches by 2: or S miles only. So that in a 
general point of view, the history may be said to agree re
markably well with the construction j reckoning by march~s i 
but by the distance given, the excess is nearly 10 parasangas 
more" than the ground al1ows. 

Thus much for the agreement of the general distance, by 
the marches. but there appears to be a great error in the 
arrangement of the .partic:ulars. 

For if 12 mean marches, equal to J27i- G. miles direct, be 
laid off from Myriandrus, through Fay Fountain, (the sup
posed Daradax) to the side of the Euphrates, according to the 
history, they will fall between 6 and 7 marches short of the 
supposed position of Thapsacus; which is doubtless that of 
the present El Dar. 

Xenophon describes Thapsacus as "a large and flourishing 
U city:" as indeed it continued to be in Roman times; but, as 

of the countrie1 throucb which they pulCd. UI1til they arriycd at the Deaett beyond ehe 

kfl.6n. 



Progress through SYRIA. 

no city is known to have stood in the situation pointed out in 
the Anabasis. one must suppose with M. D' Anville, (Euphrates 
and Tigris, p .• 3,) that Xenophon has transposed the two lines 
of distance; and that it ought to stand thus: 

From the Daradax to Thapsacus 9 Days. 
Thapsacus to the Araxes S 

And if 18 marches, equal to 190i G. miles in direct distance, 
be laid ofHrorn Myriandrus, (that is 9 to the Daradax, and 9 
more to Thapsacus, j they will fall at a point only 4 or 5 miles 
short of El Dar; which place, by this calculation, would there
fore be about lSi marches from Myriandl1lS. It is true that 
El Dar is no more than about two marches and a half from 
the Khabour river ( Araxes); but it is to be recollected, that 
Xenophon neglects the fractions of marches and parasangas ; 
and that the whole distance, reckoned by mean marches, ac
cords within 2 or 3 miles on a line of !l20; so that the gegeral 
agreement is satisfactory.* 

This position of ThllpSacUS, agrees with what Diodorus 

• On the Geographical construction, the distance5 are aJ follow: 

From l'I1yrtQndrll1 to the nl:Jrest part of the Koik river (Cbldu,) H G. miles. 

To the FounUIn of Fay. (Daradax) +5 
To Dar (l'bapsa"ll) 103 

'91 
From Dar to the conSul: of the Khabour and Euphrates :JS 

Total no 

Twenty·one marthes would requ.ire • 

• ,. the GeogTaphiul cnnltruction, as well here" elsewhere. i. meant tbe new system 

.f Geography of A~iJ minor and wC'stern Asia in general. formed by the author; and 

.. .web the wh.;lIe geography of the h'att. "hich includa the leeoc of the B%pcd.ition 

ucl &.trelr. iI founded.; 
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relates (Lib. xiv. c. 5); which is, that Cyrus made to marches 
between th~ Gates of S)lria and Thapsacus. ,Dar, as we have 
seen, is about 1St marches from MJ1riandms .. to which if one 
be added, for the distance of the latter from the Syrian strait, 
there will be a total of 1!h-. which comes so near to the idea 

of Diodorus, that we must believe that Xenophon has trans
posed the two distances; as .he has done the places of the 
river!! Thermodon and Halys, in the 6th book. 

Had the circumstances of the case rested on the bare fact 
of crossing the Euphrates at three marche~ below the Daradax, 

one might certainly have believed that Xellophun cros!l:ed the 
Euphrates at that point, and not at Thapsacus (meaning Dar): 
for at the end or the three marches, and near a town or viliage 
named Alatis, is the ordinary pas :-age from Syria into Meso
potamia, opposite to the cOlstIe of Ji.::tbar: and there the Eu
phrates is very shallow, according to Signior Balbi, who, from 
that 'circumstance, found ~reat difficulty in navigating it. And 
hence it may certainly be inferred that there are fords in this 
quarter, in the season when the river is very low. Thi" navi
gation of Balbi's was performed at the end of January or be
ginning.of February: and it appears improbable that the river 
would fall much 10wer before the time of its beginning to 
swell periodically, in the month of April. 

Leaving however the subject of Thapsacus (so far as Xeno
phon is concerned) to the determination of the reader, it may 
be remarked, that wheresoever he crossed the Euphrates. it 
does not .affect the intermediate positions of the river eha/Us, 
and the fountain of the Daradax.' 

• [t miY. however, from the description of tr.e COutSC.of, hi. routt, be concluded for 
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Thapsacus was a noted pass over the Euphrates, between 
Palestine, Phamicia, and Damascus, on the one haItd; and 
Nineveh, .Assyria in general. Media, and Eastern Armenia, on 
the other; and perhaps might owe its importance to the circum
stance of its being the lowest point at which the Euphrates was 

certai~at Alexander crossed the Euphrates ill. lhis neighbourhood. in his way froln 
Tyre to Arbela. 

Both Pliny and Jsodore of Charax, say. that Alexander founded the city of Nicepb#

rium • ..... hich i, universally supposed to have stood 011 the site of the present Racca; and 
which iUlermediately tool;. the name of C4l1inicum. 

PlillY say~, (Lib vi. c. 1.6 .) that" the city of Nic'pbDrium is situated near the Eu. 
U phrate5; and was founded by Alexander the Gre:!.t, becau,e of the advantages (or 

.. comnlodiousness) of the situation." Hefe then is a rebon given for its foundation : 

and it ooes not appe.l.T that Alexander ever foul'lded a city in a place which he had not 

himself ~.xplorcd. And one call oilly accoullt for his being brrt, .... hen on his way from 
T:yrt to Arbtlil. And that Pliny ilL tendtd no other place than the one in qLlesrion, i~ 

shown by his having pr('vi()u ~ !y {iA Lib. V. c, :i.)conn«tedNJupb",ium wirh Antbt. 

mNIa; which he des(ribel lS two cities of Mesopotamia. AII/btmusa is recognised in 

a route given by l~i d ore, 01 Cbara.r, brtwetn Ztugma and Callinicum; whic4 latr~r, 
as we have ~hown. is ! ~\e saine ..... ith NictpboTiwm. 

Arnan (Lit>. iii.) says that Alexander" ma.rched into Mesopotamia. having the Ell
" pbr<lles 'ml the mouutains of Armenia (i e. Mount Masius, the southernmost ridge 
.. of r IIT.III). on his lelt hal'ld ;" and it i~ known from the same history, that he ford«l 

the '["gri,, :rr JeaS! 50 miles above Mosul. One can only uuderstand. therefore. that 

he q' US! h lve cross.:rl the Euphrates at a point much higher up than Tb4pSaGUs: that 

he IflHc!1ed th~nce 10 the N. and N. E. : and finally, by Ras-al-Ain, and Ni,ihis: coast_ 

ing !h.! slluthern foot of M'rsius, to the before-mentioned ford of the T igris I which 
may be taken for .that passage described by Hajy Kalifl, at 33 hours travtlling abovt' 

Mosl, l ; :t1>J al no great distance below the Zaco Hills; of which much more will he 

said in Ihe ~equel, 

Hence the relder may perhaps believe. that there is .ome reason to suppose that Ak:r

.nder crossed the Euphrates at :a point far above Dur or Thap",,, •. 

It was indeed the opin ion of more than one ancient author, that Alennder crussed 

~Z,"gma; by which ho ..... ever, some may hne intended the bridge opposite to Hiera. 

,.Us: Pliny s~m~ to have believed, th:al it was Z'Ngma of C.ma8t" •• But the quartet 
of ll/l«a a;.pean to the author. more likely place. 
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fordable. For the addition of so considerable a stream as the 
Khabour, mll'St greatly increase its bulk and depth: and we 
hear of no ford below the embouchure of that river. Therefore 
Thapsactls was the most convenient pass for those who came 
from the south, and were compelled at any rate to cross the 
Syrian desert; but those who came from the westward, and 
whose route skirted the bank of the Euphrates, would doubt
less avoid the desert, if they found a convenient passage into 
Mesopotamia, higher up. 

Forster (in his Geographical Dissertation, at the find of 
Spelman's translation of the Anabasis, page 308,) says, that 
" Thapsacus is derived from Thopsakh ; signifying in the He
H brew. a pass, or passing over .. or perhaps in that place, more 
H properly, aford:' He also observes, that, " in I. Kings, 
" ch. iv. v. "4, Tilap,akhis rendered Tiphsah, and Gaz., Azzah." 
Pliny (Lib. v. c. 04.) says, that it afterwards took the Qjlme of 
Amphipo!is. Its modern namp., Dar, expresses in Turkish, 
much the same as is said of the Hebrew; that is, a passage. 

Xenophon makes no mention of any bridge, or any remains 
of one, at Thapsacus. - The inhabitants reported to Cyrus, 
that the river had never been fordable before, at that place; 
or passable, but in boats ; and these had been destroyed by 
Abrocomas, in his retreat. But it may be collected from the 
ancients, generally, that there was always a ford at Thapsacus • 

• Arrian says that Alexander found the remtJilu of a bridge at Tb(JpJaCHS: but It ft 

hne seen, it mar be:J. question whether Alexander did really cron at TOQIItlCW' As 
tbere doel not appear to be any authority for the existence of a bridge at that plaee tt 

any time, the fact of Alexander;s finding a broLen bridge at the place where he craned. 

ought to be presumptive evidence against hil having crossed the £llpbNl.in at 7'6q.
UCIII. Xenopbon leaves us to understand that It was mUM to crou it in boats; and thne 
Abroeomal had burnt. in order to im~ the progress of Cyru .. ' (Lib.".", 'IiI~) 
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at the season when the river was low. Xenophon estimates 
its breadth at 4 stadia, or nearly 700 yards: and by Balbi's 
account, it is spread out, over it very wide but shallow bed 
at Dar. 

It will now be proper to say a word concerning the two 
streams, spoken of by Xenophon. between Myn"andrus and 
Thapsacus. 

The first of these was the Cha/us, at 4< marches, or .0 
parasangas from Myn'andrus. This can be no other than 
the Koik, or river of Aleppo, which terminates in a small 
Jake near the site of ancient ehalcis; ~ince named Kinneserin. 
The nearest part of its course to Myriandrus, is 47 G. miles, 
in direct distance, which exceeds by 4 o"r 5 miles only. the 
given distance, whether taken in marches or in parasangas. 
But it is not of course to be supposed otherwise, than that 
the mirches varied in length according to the nature of the 
roads, or to the facility of obtaining water and forage :.it ;s 
the mean that is to be attended to. 

It may be observed, that Xenophon sf'Caks of no rivers 
between the sea coast, and the river ehalus; although he 
must of necessity have crosset! one, if not three: as by the 
distance marched, he must have gone by the upper or shortest 
route, from Bylan towards the site of Aleppo. The lake of 
Antioch, with its contiguous marshes and bogs, did not then, 
in all probability, exist; but must have been formed since the 
date of ancient hLstory. For: one can hardly reconcile it to 
pr.obability, that Strabo, (page 751,) should have described 
the plain of Antioch, or rather the plain situated below Pagris, 
(Begras) with the three rivers of !Abolas, (Enoporas, and 
Arceuthus, besides the Orontes, as flowing through it, withput 

K 
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ment10ning at the same time, had it existed, a lake of more 
than 10 miles in length, by 7 in breadth; which occupied 
the centre of the plain, and served as a receptacle to the three 
first of these rivers, whose waters it afterwards discharged 
by a single stream into the Orontts: for such is the state of 
things at this day. Ptolemy is equally silent. 

It appears the most probable. therefore, that some obstruc
tion formed in the bed of the < Orontes, has caused this inunda
tion, with its extensive marshes and bogs; which altogether 
occupy so large a proportion of the beautiful plain of Antioch. 
The upper road has only been rendered passable by its bridges 
and causeways, made by the Turkish government, in latter 
times: although one may conclwde, that previous to the for .. 
mation of the lake, the ground was solid and firm. Peter 
Texeira, in 1605. came this way, and describes the nature of 
the road. (Trav"ls, Eng!. Edit. p. 76.). 

Here we regret that we cannot agTee entirely with Forster, 
in his Remarks, (p. 807 and g08 of his Geog. Diss.) where 
he says that" Xenophon's silence concerning the Ifrin river, 
" that lay between Myriandrus and the Chalus, together 

• Thi. plain is remarkable for containing within it, the fields of sever ... 1 hatdes~ 

recorded in ancient hislOry. Strabo. p. 7Sl, mentions three; two of which were 

between the Romans and Parth:ans : the third between Ptolemy Philomettr and 

Alexand t."t Bahl. To these may be added, that between Aureli.ln a[ld Zenobia queen 

ot Palmyra. which was fought on that sideof the plain towards, and llear the OrOlties; 

and was caUed the battle of Imm/Z; perhaps from Imk, which is tht present name of the 

district. Here also, in the opposite quarter, towards Derbesd, may be supposed to 

hue been the arand camp of Darius. at kcbJU: although ODe UIlnot readily UHl
cei.e tbat the plain obtained the name of •• tile field oj Trib,," from this circum. 

dance (Hlljy Kalifa's Syria). Its extent cannot be len than 30 mile:> in len&th by ae 

in breadth: .nd the view of it from the pan of Amanlll, is m'a:nificcmt: aecordin, 

to Teuira. 
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U with other circumstances in the }};story, c:eems to show 
H that he wrote the Anabasis from recollection." Thelt he 
did write most of it from recol1ection , therf" ('.an be no doubt; 
for how could he have written it on the spot? It is only 
to be supposed that he committed to writing, in the form 
of notes, the places and distances, together with $:uch short 
memoranda, as would serve to recal the memory of particular 
transactions, but he does not profess to be a geographer. and 
to note every river or other object that presented itself in 
his way; but carries us to certain points or rasting places, for 
the imagination, so as to keep up the chain of positions and 
distances: and occasionally. during a dearth of incident, 
gratifies his reader with short descriptions of places and 
things. He has omitted the lessor Zab. (the Caprus) a river 
of considerable bulk; together with other rivers of Kourdi
stan; each of them more considf"rahlp. than the rfrin. But 
the greater Zab, or ZobatuJ, is spoken of. because it is-ron
nected with important points in the history. Nor does he 
notice the pass of By1an (or Pictanus, the lower strait of 
Amanus). through which he must of necessity have passed 
in his way into Syria; th ugh he describes so particularly 
the maritime pass. The reason appears evident; the latter 
presented itself as an object of military speculation and enter
prise; but the former as an indifferent object, as there was 
no enemy in the way; nor any difficulty to overcome. 

The source of the Daradax is found to agree with the re.
markable fountain and river of Fay; brought to . notice by 
the party of gentlemen who visited Palmyra, from Aleppo. 
in . 1691.' The Daradax is given at 9 marches. or 50 

• Recorded in the Phil. Tran •• of ,695' 
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parasangas from Myriandnts; 5 marches, go parasangas 
from the Jast station, at the Chalus river. The fountain of 
Fay is 92 G. miles direct, from Myriandf1/.s" which is about 
4 miles only, by the road, short of the 9 mean marches; but 
the distance given in the history, is out of all proportion too 
great; being a full day's march more than the ground 
allows. * 

The source of this fountain and rivulet is said to be at the 
distance of an hour's journey, or 8 or 4 miles from the Eu
phrates, into which it discharges itself: and in respect of 
Baulus, a place on the same river. it is taken to be about 1 ~ 

or IS miles to the N. W.-ward. Baulusis recognised asthe Bar~ 
balissus of the Theodosian Tables and of Ptolemy; being in 
the former, 16 M. P. or nearly a G. miles from Eraciha ; 
which is also 25 M. P. or 18 G. miles to the southward of 
Rierapotis or Bambouch. In Ptolemy. we have Eragi%a, in 
much the same relative position; and the present town of 
Rajik, which is probably the Eragiza and Eraciluz of those 
ancient documents, agrees in respect of Baulus, and of Riera. 
polis; and appears t~ be within g or .. miles of Fay Fountain. 
It has moreover a small river fa.lling into the Euphrates, near 
it. Hence it may be concluded, that the river of Rajik is the 
IJaradax of Xenophon. 

He couples with this fountain the palace and park of Bele
sis, a former governor of Syria; who appears to have shown 
a good taste in the choice of a situation. M. D' Anville refers 
this park to Baulus, at the Euphrate:-.: and it is very possible 
that the ancient name of the town, Barbalissus, may have 

.. Hence .ppean tbe ute of recurrina: to the numbers of tbe martbel. as • check to 
the dimnc¢s &i.,en. 
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'been derived from the Governor, as being the original founder 
or patron of the place. But Xenophon i. silent respecting 
the Euphrates till he comes to Thapsacus; and the descrip
tion of Fay Fountain is sufficiently pointed to be referred to 
the Daradax, independent of the distance : not to mention 
how seldom such an object occurs in this quarter.- It ap
pears that the Arab chief had his encampment along the 
borders of this stream, in 1691 i which stream may be con
ceived to have been included in the park of the chief of an
cient times. Cyrul, in destroying such an establishment, 
appears in the light of a wanton barbarian, rather than the po_ 
lished prince represented by Xenophon .i · 

At Thapsacus Cyrus was detained five days; for now 
Ahrocomas having retired to join the king of Persia, Cyrus 
could no longer pretend to seek him as an enemy, without 
confessing his intended hostility to the king . Accordingly 
this was -avowed: and the Greeks, on the promise of a ron
siderable reward on their entering Babylon, consented to 
accompany him. Cyrus had thus identified their interests 
with his own : and in the case of failu,-e, had not committed 
himself with them.! 

• Xenophon describes the rtre-am to be a pldbrllm. or 100 feet in breadth. Thi. 

appurs lar&e for .a nrelm liupplied by a single fountUn. The travellers rive no 

dtscription of it; only thlt it furnis hed a stream, along which th.e Arab encampment 

extended to a"rery great length. One might conclude that it was a plellrifulllTeam. 
t .. Orru. cvt down the trees and burnt the palace." (Anab. Lib. I. c. 2.1 .) 

ODC U lOrry to bt ob1i&td to reOllI k. that it wu the practice of W poU,bcd 

GtHks tMmselves. to cut down the fruit tree. "hen they innded each other'. 

prorincC$ • 
.$: That il. be bad pra.iMd, the reward oaly on coo4ition ei IW: obtai4inC the 

o8jtct of hi, .,·isbcs-lhe poe_iOll of his brothtr'. c:apital city. IUd the promise 
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No particulars are given concerning the Araxes river, the 
present Khabour, and the CJuzboras of the Romans. Julian 
passed it just above its collflux with the Euphrates, over a 

bridge of boats : and we conceive it to be at all times too deep 
to be forded at this place. Julian may be su pposed to have 
crossed it in April. Cyrus iR August; in both of which sea
sons it must have been low,. but lowest in April. 

It was at the angle formed by the meeting of these rivers, 
that Dioclesian afterwards built Circesium, as a frontier post 
towards Parthia; and which was known by the name of 
Karkisia in later times. It is thp. C.nrchami!i of the scripture. 
Here Cyrus halted three days to collect provisions, the coun
tryon the hither or northern side, being fertile, and affording 
plenty; but a sterile desert beyond it. And hence the Geo
graphers of Xenophon's time, included the fertile part of 
Mesopotamia in the division of SYRIA; the desert part in that 
of1\RABIA. 

This desert extended the length of 18 marches of Cyrus; 
and to the plains of Babylonia. It is now named from Sinjar, 
and is celebrated o!,! occasion of an arch of the meridian being 
measured there, by order of the Caliph Almamoun, in the 
9th c~ntury; in order to ascertain the length of a degree, in 
Arabic miJes. 

Through the whole course of these 18 marches, the army 
of Cyru~ kept the Euphrates on their right hand; and it 
would a~pear, near enough to arrange their encampments, so 
as always to command water from it: for although the cattle 
died for want of fodtkr, there is no complaint of any want of 

related to tbe """'" of BabylOll. merely, the Gmq. would hue had • claim. 011 him 
prn'ious to tbe battle of CWUZII, which i, not eTCn hinted. 
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water. It is besides strongly implied that their track lay 'l(~ar 
the river. The first five marches were through the level 
part of the desert j U even as the sea, and full of worm
wood ;". the latter 18 through a hilly tract, which, although 
only implied, in the history, is known to be such from modern 
travellers.t And indeed, the latter part, towards Hit , is 
exceedingly rough, and sometimes mountainous. 

The distance given for the 18 marches. is obviously too 
great, and therefore must be abandoned: more especially as 
the ground appean to agree with the assigned number of 
mean marches" No less than IS5 parasangas are given; 
which would require. for the mean march, no less than 
19~ British miles per day; with a halt of only S days: and 
as go paras. are given for the last ' s marches. without any 
intermediate hah, through the Ivily desert, which is a rate 
equal to that in the lrod desert; and moreover as it exceeds 
by several miles each day the rate through Syria and the 
plains of Babylonia, it cannot be maintained.! It must be 

• Ammianu, sped;, much in the u.me terms ",hen he accompanied Julian. 

t Tbe passage alluded to. is where sume persons «rail clown a stetl bill." (Lib. 

I. It. :&+.) 
This hilly desert utends along botb sides of the Euphrates. from the quarter of 

Erlt;i. to about 1 0 miles below Hit; a breadth of about 100 miles. It appcan to be 

destitute of water, that of the Euphrattf excepttd, 

l The andents supposed the distance betwccd Tbal'"'''' and B"byltm to be +800 

stadia; implied to mean by the ordimiry route along the Euphrates. A! the infor

mation comes from Eratosthenes (Strabo. p. 77). it may be supposed that his know
ledge "as ~erivcd from the reports of the follo'o1'en of Alexander. and llGt collected 

from the M"bali'. However, tbe m~S\lre of the route a!eng the Euphrates, between 

'IlHIp'.cltllnd &I",'", with allowance tOT iniaiolU' (at above, paae 10) giTes no 

more than about 4130 stades, of 700 to a degn:e ; the .cate of Era«!sthenel. Ttle 

fcalc of Xenophon (7So) would\i,e lIbout +530, So that Ihe +800 is ,pparelltly 
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recollected, that we are tracing the steps of an army ofl1o,eoo 
men, in a body; attended by a vast nnmber of carriages and 
beasts of burthen. It is true that our knowledge of the par ... 
ticular windings of the Euphrates is too much confined, to 
enable us to dedde positively on the length of the mad distance, 

through this extensive line of march; but the general outline 
of its course, as well as the general distance, is supposed to 
be sufficiently known. . 

But if the distance ma.Tched, be ca]culat~d on the number of 
marches; allowing a reasonable length to each, according to 
the before-mp.ntioned Canon; then the history and the actual 
geography J as known at present, will not disagree.-

It is true also that the PyltE of Xenophon, considered as 
the term of this line of march, now under discussion, has not 
been recognised in modern times; and that the position of 
the Pyla! can only be referred to the commencement of the 

an error, either of the original syst~m. or of copyists. Now the Allabasis hat nearly 
4900. between Tbtlp.QCWI (EI Dar) and Cun(lxtl. alone; which is more than the 
higbest calculation reckoned bonu to Bilby/on; although that pbce was still several 
hundred ~tadia farlher ~n. And thi, circumstance seems to prove the great excns 

of distance given in the 4ntlbusis; or rather. it may be supposed. corrupted. Here 
it may be remarked. that in the lame work. O{l many occasions, when a considerable 
number of marches are thrown torcther. tile aggregate number of paruangas is 
greatly in ercess. 

But if the marches tbrouah the delert b«i taken at the reasonable . tandard of the 

,"un march. the distance "ill be about 3840 to CUllua ~ or with the addition of 
the iOO of Plutarch. to Buyin, .... Uo; .hich is nearly a mean between the two 
sulu of Ienopbtln and of Eratostbeneio . 

• It may reuonably be supposed, that in order to avail rbtR'lsel,(S of the Vie of 
t'be nYU watH', at eadt ~campment. the ,-0" dulac. on the whale mutt be c:onsi. 
~J)' i.ncNUed I .iRce tbe c:oune of tbis river. II well u all others. QWft oheD 
haft bten deriou. from the ltllerallillt of it! coune. 
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mountainous tract, from the plains of Babylonia. which first 
shuts up the passage along the bank of the Euphrates. Con

cerning this boundary, there is (as will be shewn in it!'> plac'!) 
very good gen~ral information; but this alone is not sufficient; 
and it will therefore be proper to extend the inquiry to some 
known point: for, extraordinary as it may appear, the Zabatus, 
or Greater Zab, is the first point in this march that can be 
absolutely recognised, in the geography, after passing the Arares ; 
although some intermediate point~ may be clearly inJerrt·d from 
circumstances." Therefore it becomes necessary, in the first 
pJace, to trace the position of Sitace, on the Tigris, back from 
the Zabalus, by means of Xenophon's marches; and after
wards to compare and arrange the marches between the 
Arazts, the pY/d!, the field of Cunaxa, and Sitact, respectively: 
as also the position of the canals of communication (and more 
especially the uppermost one), between the Euphrates and 
Tigris; which from natural causes, was probably much .. the 
flame in the flourishing state of the Persian empire, under the 
dynasty of the Achd!meni&e, as in that of the Aba.~sides; con· 
ccrning which latter, we receive information from the oriental 
geographers. 

If, therefore, most or all of these intervals are found to agree 
generally; it may be allowed to reckon the several positions 
as determined; at least so far as, from the nature of the data. 
could be expected. And, in effect, it can be no otherwise 
accomplished than by a careful examination of the particulars 

• AI the P:JZtI and the commencement of the plain of Babyloltia constituted in effect 

011' joint in the Geography. a knowledge of the po~ition of either may luffice; the 

place of commencement of the plain. b~ing that of the termination of the mountain$, 
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of the march/rom the Amxes to the Zabatus: attending to 
such circumstances and descriptions, as may afford the greatest 
aid towards a comparison of the ancient, with the modern 

Geography. 
But having now conducted Cyrus to the entrance into the 

plains of Babylonia, through which the artificial canals of com
munication between the Euphrates and Tigris lead; and as 

the geo~Taphical positions of some of the:,;<=! canals, will be 
employed in checking certain points in the proposed inquiry 
into the route through Babylonia; it may be proper to digress 
from the main subject, in order to prepare the reader for a 
more particular reference to the canals; by putting him in 
possession of some curious facts. relating to their nature and 
arrangement; together with the general courses, levels, and 
periodical swel1ings of the two rivers, and the variations of 
their courses at different periods. 

These observations (which arc here ' given only in the 
abstract) arose in the course of an enquiry made for the pur
pose of correcting the geography of M e.mpotamia; ancient as 
well as modern. 

The two rivers Eilphr<ltcs and Tigri~, so famous both in an
cient a.nd modern history, are well known to derive their 
sources from the country of Armenia: the Euphrates from 
its northern parts; the Tigris from its southern: . the region of 

Taurus separating generally the branches of the one, from 
those of the other. So that it may be truly said, that the Eu
phrates ha's its sources from the northern side of Taurus; the 
Tigris from the southern.* 

• The: place: of the easter". or remote source of the Euphrates. named MJUQd (the 
Euphratcs of Xtllophon) was not known until Mr. James Moder alcertaincd it. on his 
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Hence it happens that the length of course of the Euphrates 
is not far short of double that of the Tigris: although this lat
ter contains by far the largest volume of water. * 

They issue from the Tauric region, at the distance of iOO 

miles from each other: and immediately begin to inclose the 
celebrated country of MESOPOTAMlA; now called )ezirah.t 
But their courses gradually approaching each other, ~hey leave 
an isthmus of less than 20 miles in breadth, in the rteighbour
hood of Baghdad. Soon after they again diverge, to form the 
lower peninsula of Mesopotamia, or ancient Babylonia; and 
finally join their streams at Koma, about 1iO miles from the 
Persian Gulf: thence forming one large trunk stream, under 
the name of Shat at Arab, or the river of the Arabs.! 

Great have been the changes in the courses of both these 
rivers, at dift-ercnt periods: and even within the reach of his
tory. But as these. changes do not appear to have taken place 
within the tract which contains the canals of communication 
between the two rivers, it will only be necessary to state, that 
in the time of Nearchus they kept distinct courses to the sea; 
and that enough appears to satisfy belief, that the Tigris once 

way home from Persia. in 1809. The sources of the nortbtrn Euphrates. or Frat. are 
known from the Travels of M. Tournefort. and from the Arabian and Turkish Geo· 

graphers, 
• The Tigris. besides the almost innumerable streams which form its principal head. 

iM the valley of Diyarbekir. receives three very considerable rivers from Kourdistan t 
that is. the two Zabs and the Deallah. The greater Zab alone (the Zllblltw$ of Xeno. 

phon). is r«koned ~ual to half the bulk of the Tigris. 
t That is. the isillnd; or. as applied here. the pe";.sula. The orientals employ the 

same term for both. 
1 The whole extent of this tract. from the foot of Taurus to the conftux. is about 680 

'ritish miles: .. nd from 7aMrUI to the Itll. about 1100. 
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held its course through the tract which afterwards formed the 
borders of Susiana. 

It is in the approximating parts of the two rivers. in the 
quarter of Baghdad, that the artificial canals of communication 
are found: and indeed it appears probab1e that the rivers 
have, at some period beyond the reach of history. joined their 
main streams between the sites of Babylon and Baghdad; and 
that some of the canals in that quarter, are even made in the 
line of the hollow tract left by the Euphrates when it separated 
from the Tigris. * 

On their entry into the plains of Babylonia, the Euphrates 
runs on a higher level than the Tigris : for the waters of the 
former, are known to have at all times discharged themselves 
into the latter, in that quarter. But lower down, the Euphra
tes loses that superiority of level (descending into the tract 
anciently caJIed the Paludes, below BabyIOQ), and receives, in 
its tu"Tn, some copiolls branches from the Tigris.t 

• This requires some explanation. I t is not meaJl.t that the hollow h conl1ned 

merely to the dimensions of the river b~d; but that the river by varying its course in 

that general direction, had Ick many hollows. 
The same lind of approximation. and consequent divergence, may be observl"d of the 

Ganges 3nd Megna rivers, in the quarter 01 Seramp0llr. 

t This is also shown hy the greater distance to whkh the tide ascends in the Eu
phrates. In this latter river it is noticed at Ard,ja ; l>ul in Ihe Tigri;;, no higher than 

Uzzeer. The uifference may be 80 miles by lhe coune of the river. 

Although ~ome 01 the l"/ttl of Babyloniu are ..tnOUJIl to have been filled up in modem 

times. by the deposition. made by the floodli of the rivers I and converted into level 
plains. which st'ill bear their former denominarion of Babr, or lake; yet very comider

able hollows litill remain; and which are eithC'r marshes or lakes according to the sea
~ons. Th~ are named by the Arabs Bataib. which has been translated Martbn. 

AI far as the progrc55 of Alexander through thil tract, can be traced in modern &eo
graphy. the hol101YS which he travened in hi, ik,iff appear to remain; although no doubt 
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The periodical swellings of these rivers differ in point of 

time; the Tigris appearing to be at its highest point abou! the 
middle of April; * but the Euphrates late in June. This may 
be owing partly to the earlier melting of the snows, on the 

southern slope of Taurus; partly to the shorter distance which 
the water has to run. 

The measure of swelling of the Tigris is well ascertained 

to be about ,6 feet English.t That of the Euphrates is 
said to be less; but there is no good authority for the state~ 
ment of it. 

It may be seen by the Map No. Ill. that the canals are not 
carried by the shortest line, from one rivt::r to thc other; but, 
on the contrary J in vcry oblique> directions. T'hosc·of the Isa, 

and Nahr Maika, in particular, which are the best known, 
are one third longer than the distance between the two rivers. 

This is to be accou,pted for, first from the necessity of finding 
a declivity for the water to run on; and secondly, that as· the 

Tigris IS high, whilst the Euphrates is low, it was necessary to 

guard against mi 'ichicf, from the refluent motion of the waters 

of the Tigris through them. 
Although there are at least four canals of communication 

recorded in the flourishing times of the caliphate, yet at pre
sent (and for some centuries back) no more than one ha!S 

remained ope;l: and even that one, runs only during the floods 

become shallower. by depositions; and one m~y form a tolerable guess concerning the 

place of his &lIacopa. 
Arrian had he~rd of the superior ievel of the Euphr:Jus, but erroneously applied it 

to its 'Wbole course. (Lib. viI.) 
.. Mr. Eyles Irwin's Travels. 

t The ~amt. 
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of the Euphrates. That canal is the Isa; which emanates 

from the El1phrates at Fcluja, and enters the Tigris at the 
head of Old Baghdad. * From there being an ancient ruin of 

Assyrian f<lbric, (Aggar-Kuft) near this c.anal, it may per
haps be inferred that a canal passed in this line, from very 
~arly times. The Nahr Malk a too, another principal canal, 
whose bed is still traceable,::; must have occupied much the 
same posmon in Macedonian and Roman times, as in those of 
the caliphate. And finally there appears an evident coincidence 

in gcneral position, between the upper canals of Xenophon, and 
in that on(> whosp. outlet is noticed by Balbi, in 1579; and 
which was partly traced by Texeira in 1606.§ 

The alklvial ground between the two rivers, appears to 
extend upwards, liO or 30 miles beyond the Isthmus, on the 
side towards the Euphrates; but much more on that towards 

the Tigris. 

'rhe Euphratp.s is said by M. Niebuhr to be 400 feet in 

breadth at the bridge of Hillah: and the Tigris, at that of 
Baghdad, 600. If Rhinland feet are intended, the former 

• The Old Baghdad h.re-intended is thefirlt B~ghdad. which stood higher up the 
Tigris; hut so near to the other, that the present city ;ldjoins to the site ohlle old 

one. Th~ old city stood chiefly on the llfesopotamian side; the modern on the Median 

,ide. 
t Possibly the AgraNi of the Ancients. 

t Besides the authority of Sir Harford Jonei. 1Vhich is unquestionable. others bave 
remarked a hollow lipace. which agrees in situation with the Nltbr Malla. 

\ The outlet seen by Signior Balbi. Wal at 8 hours of stO'rlll navigation tlowInllards. 

short of Feluja. and for which I+t G. miles in direct distance are allowed. Aad it 
• 

being about 331 below the point of commencement of the plains of Babylonia. it agrees 

with the 1St parasangu of Xenophon. below the Pyl~. It was in the same potitioh 

that Texeira traced the bed of a canal, which he represents 8S beiag in a great IllcafUro 

filled up. 
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would be about 411 British, the latter 617.* There are other 
Reports; but we prefer the statement of M. Niebuhr, from 
his known accuracy. t At HiIlah, which stands on a part of 

the site of the ancient Babylon, the stream of the Euphrates 
is entire, during the tranquil sca~om ; no part of it being di
verted by lateral branches. Strabo .5ays that the bridge of 

Babylon was a stadium in Icngth ; so that the riuer may per

haps be reckoned by his account much short of 500 fcet in 
breadth; but' cyen admitting 500, it cannot be believed that it 
supplied many navigable canals, at onc and the same time: 
espccially of the dimensions rcport('d by Xcnophon (Allab. 

Lib. I. c. :32.) of a p/c1hru1n, or 100 feet wide, and very deep: 
and of whICh there were said to be jOllr, within the: srace of as 

many leagues 1 He says, indeed, that they were" dfrirwi 
from the TI:((ris~ andfdl i1lto the Euphrates;" which iscolltrary 

to every thillJ!: kllowrron the subject; and might arise from .his 
want of recollection when he put his hook together. That one 
of them (omtnltniCdied with the Tigris appears likely; but why 
four of slIch uilllcnsiolls , \vith!11 a h~<lgu(' of each other, from 
whichsoevt"r of the two rivers they might '-lave been derived? 
The <lccount is improbable on thc face of it. Possibly, one of 
them might have been the canal of communication between 

the twO rivers: and the rc.st might serve the tq.eful purpose 
of distributing water for agriculture, and for watering the 
date groves, ~hich were said to abound there;! and the cause 

• The Rhinland or Leyden foot is ~aid to be in general use amongit the northern nil. 

tions of Europe. It i, 1:11 iudH'S of British measure. 

t Texeira says that the- Tigris is 500 fect in brudth. when very low; and he ;Usa 

red:hcd the Euphrates at Masseih (near Hillah) 100 paas wide. 

1 Xenophon. AOna.b. Lib. ii. to j and Ammianus Lib. xxiv. 
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why so many originated so nearly in the same place, might 
be. that it was the propcrest place in point of level for a com
mon outlet; and that they afterwards diverged tnwards dif
ferent quarters; affording at the same time a navigation as 
far as they went. But four canals of 100 feet wide each, and 
very deep; drawn from a river of less than 500 feet in breadth, 
and all within 9 miles, is doubtless a mistake. 

Indeed it appears improbable that more than one large canal 
of communication, and that in a navigable state the whole year, 
should at any time have been kept up. Nor is there any 
rational mode uf accounting for so many having been in 
existence at one and the same time (as the four recorded by 
Abulfcda), than that when a new capital city was founded at 
the Tigris, a new canal of communication might have been 
made, or an old one cleared out, to accommodate it; as the 
Nahr Maika for Seleucia and Ctesiplwn ; OM he [sa for Baghdad. 
After which the old canal, by being neglected , would gradually 
fill up; so that water would be found in it, during the season 
of floods only. For experience shows, in other places, how 
much care is necessary, to keep canals open at all, for any 
great length of time; where nature herself does not favour the 
operation. * 

• Since the a~-:"s written, the author has seen Mr. Rich's very interesting Me· 
mw. on the Ruins of Ancient BabylDIJ, He me15ured the breadth of the Ellphratesat 

" . 
the bridle of Hillah, and found it to be 1So feet. 
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CHAPTER V. 

FROM THE PYL£, TO SITACE. 

Discussion of the principal Positions between the Rivers Araxes 
and Zabatus (Khabour and Zab); with a view to determine 

the position 'if Sitace on the Tigris ; and the intennediate places. 
Progress 'If Cyrus through Babylonia, to the field 'If battle at 
Cunaxa-Death 'If Cyrus-Marches of Ihe Greeks 10 effect 
their escape-Truce and Treaty-Long and insidious detention 

'If the Greeks by tlie Persians-Conducted at length across. the 
Tigris at Sitace-Calculation of the distance between Cunaxa 
and Sitace-Site oj Cunaxa, as deduced from the marches of 
Xenophon, andfrom the repo:ts if its distance fram Babylon_ 
Canals crossed by the Greeks"n Babylonia-Wall 'If Media
Sitace and its Bridge of pontoons. 

AFTER this long. but necessary digression, <fmcerning the 
rivers and their canals, we proceed to trace the interval of dis
tance (as stated above in page 73), from the Zabatus back to 
Sitae,-. on the one hand: and on the other~ the interval between 
the Arares and Sitaet, through the Pyld! and Cunaxa . 

• 'he city of Sitaee was 15 marches of the Greeks (accom
panied by Tissaphernes,) .. hart of the Zabatus: and for thes~ 

M 
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70 parasangas are allowed by Xenophon, (Lib. II. c, .8, et 

''''l') 
In this instance the distance reported, falls short of the calcu

lation. on the mean marches, by about 14 British miles by the 
road; and the latter is preferred, for reasons that will pre
sently be .,et forth. 

If 15 mean marches, equal to 159 G. miles in direct distance, 
be laid off from the place of conflux of the Zao with the Tigris, 
towards Baghdad and Modain, that distance will reach to a 
point about 11 such miles below Baghdad; whilst the 70 pa
rasanga5t, equal .ttJ 150 G. miles, rear:h about ~ miles only be
yond Baghdad. Thus the account by marches, and that by 
positive distance, differ only 9 G .. miles, on the construction, 
on 15 marches; which is satisfactory in a matter of this kind: 
but as Xenophon reckons 4 marches of -4 paras. each, or 16 
paras. between Ccente and the Zabatus; whilst Senn, which 

answers to the former, is given, by more than one authority, 
at s6 Arabian miles, or 88 G. miles, direct, from the above 
conflux; the distance comes to 18 rather than 16 parasangas: 
so that it may be presumed th~ the distance on this line is 
generally under-rated, and th~refore the account by the 
marches is preferred. Accordingly Sitace, by this arrange
ment, will fall at I. G. miles below Baghdad; and nearly 
opposite to tile emho.c,",,,, of the nema river, It apre ... s 
almost conclusive,!hat the Greeks did not cross the Tigris 
below it, because the De.lla being a deep river, passable only 
in boats or over a bridge, Xenophon would doubtless have 
mentioned it, under the circumstances in which they were 

tll..., placed; as Ammianus d""", who reaU y crossed the Tigis 
below the junction. 
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In the next place, we shaH enquire into the particulars of the 
march, between the Pyla and Sitace; a more complicated 
matter than the Jast. 

From a long and attentive examination of the subject of the 
canals, both ancient and modern, it appears to the author that 
there is reason to suppose, that the general courses of the 
Euphrates and Tign·s, in that pan of Mesopotamia, where they 
approach so near to each other, are much the same now, as in 
the times when they were the subject of ancient history. And 

hence, the ancient notices, as far as they go, may be applied 
to the present geography.-

The authorities from whence we have derived our ideas res
pecting the line of boundary between the hilly or mountainous 
tract, and the level country of Babylonia, are here given in 
detail. And as, from the expression of Xenophon, it would 
clearly appear that, immediately after passing the .ftraits or 
Pyla!, they entered the plains of Babylonia; it may be supposed 
that the straits were situated at the place where the mountains 
terminate, on the banks of the river; and that they are formed 
by the near approoch of the base of the mountains to the river 
bank. However, no notices respecting a strait in that quarter 

• For the fact is that Strabo. (p. 8o) allows %00 stadia for the breadth of the land 
between the two rivers; which is at present about 17 G. miles, or %0 British. It ap
pears aho that the spate betW'Ct'n S,leucia, at the Tigri. , and the pa .. of the Ellphratcs, 
in the line towards Hit, was 9 ScboelCtI, or about :z6 G . mileli, d,rect, in the Itinerary 
of hidorcof Cmu: and finally, that the Tigrit still washe. the remains of cell/pm; 
and that the Euphrates passes through tM lite of 1Ja~., at in ancient times: 10 chat 
it may be' justly inferred that no considerab. eha"8c hat taken place i. tbi.qurkr, 

liince the date of R.0IIIIn t1mCl at lead. 

;1'- lite. of &Httci. i. recoaoisetl by thc""" of ~ wfticb lay ~t to 

it.- Tbo A.n&bian conqueror. namtd ttlt two cities. eoUewwiy. M044itl, or t~ 
",0 Cdl". 
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appear in any modern document: and it may still be a ques .. 
tion, whether the place denominated the Pyl£, by Xenophon, 
may not refer to the shutting up of the river itself. between 
the mountains? For the mountains terminate at the same 
place on both ~ides of the river. ~ 

An English officer, Capt. Eve"" who travelled from Bagh
dad to Aleppo, in 1779, remarks that he halted with the cara
van, at the distance of 5 hOU1~ travelling to the eastward (or 
E.S.E.) of Hit; and at 5 miles to the northward of the Eu
phrates; in a valley surrounded by high mountains. And, as 
on his way he had ascended a hill on the morning of the same 
day, it may be concluded, knowing his rate of travelling, that 
the hilly tract extends at least 9 or 10 hours journey (caravan 
rate) below Hit: that is 20 G. miles in direct distance. And 
that it does not extend much farther. if at all, another of his 
remarks proves; for at 12 hours (24 or i5 G. miles) below Hit, 
he -describes the country to be " a pleasant plain, agreeably 
H interspersed with young southernwood. bushes, and wild
H flowers." The journal of Texeira, (16fJ4) fixes the termi
nation of the plolin md commencement of the" uneven. craggy 
" stony country," somewhat farther from Hit; but more inland 
from the Euphrates; so as to correspond in point of distance 
with the former line of boundary, at the river side. 

Signor Balbi, who sailed down the Euphrates in 1579, re-

• The stnit of NUWYII. described by Texeira.. will, on no account, ansWer to the 
Pyl. of XeMpbon. al M. D'Anrille supposed. For its position is nntly 50 G. miles 
abo't'e the COIIlmencemellt of the lId,/otIilHi plains; wh~s Cyrus cntemf thOle plaint 
immediat(1), afttr paning the p,16. Again, the can2b commenced at IS patUangu 

or 12 G. miles below the P,I«; but Namya il 79 G. mile. above the uppel"RW!t 
cana1. M. D' Anille W2S not perhaps aware, how 10 .... do .... n .the billy tract "utended. 

M. Larcher had an idea that a city, not a strait. is intended. 




